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BULLETIN

THE SCHOOL OF ORIENTAL STUDIES,
" TLONDON INSTITUTION

TRRATA

P. 72. For «Gradually I percened that my spirits were coming
back” read “Cradually the feelings came back to my
numbed heart ”,

p. 73. For “his daughter A-kuei ” read “ his niece A-kuei ”,

various movements which ultimately led to the foundation of this
institution and a record of the opening ceremony by His Majesty
the King.
In the Charter of Incorporation, it is provided that the
pmposes of the School are to he a School of Oriental Studies in
the University of London to give instruction in the languages of
Bastern and Afl'ican';ipeoples, ancient and modern, and in the
iiteratuare, history..religions, and customs of those peoples, especially
with & view -usctne needs of persons ahout to proceed to the East
or to Afrlcatffm the pursuit of study and research, commerce or
i plofessnﬁn ". The practical side will in no way prejudice the
development of the purely academic aims of the School, for it
is intended that it shall become a centre of Oriental research,

and that students of the most advanced type may be attracted
[No. T : 1



4 INTRODUCTION

which is spoken, though seldom correctly, by thousands of English
men and women daily during their sojourn in that country, should
s0 rarely be an ohject of serious study outside the small band of
those who seek for rewards. Hindustani is a rich language and
is capable of expressing the most varied shades of meaning. 1t
possesses a large and growing literature covering almost every
branch of thought, and many ftine poets have written and are
writing in it to-day. Undoubtedly wany men and women in
India would find their days hang less heavily on their hands had
they such an engrossing hobby as the serious study of Hindustani
to fall back upon.

It is by no means universally recognized that a beginning of
this, as of all Eastern languages, can best be made at home. This
1s, of course, self-evident in the case of travellers, but it also
applies to those who intend to reside in an Eastern country. For,
apart from considerations of climate, which in ost Oriental
countries tend at the outset to reduce the energies, it is certainly
the case that during the first year or so of residence in a totally
strange country, a man’s time is fully occupied in learning his
new duties and in adapting himself to unwonted surroundings.
Such are uot the conditions in which to embark on the acquisition
of a new language. On the other hand, if the newcomer arrives
with a definite linguistic stock-in-trade, if he has mastered the
alphabet, the rudiments of grammar, and even a limited
vocabulary of the language spoken in the country of his adoption,
he is not only uble to adapt himself more readily to the new
conditions but also to profit in a far greater measure by the
language teaching which may be available locally, than one
arriving without such equipwment.

It may now be confidently presumed that with the creation of
this School a fuller recognition wiil be given to the importance of
Oriental studies, and that with this recognition better prospects
will be held out both in the academic and in the practical spheres
of activity; and it is to be hoped that the facilities now offered
will bring about a marked and permanent increase in the number
of Oriental students, and that the common interests, both huwman
and literary, which have hitherto reposed on all too slender
foundations may be corvespondingly strengthened.

E. Denison Ross.
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to be met with in languages written with an alphabet ; yet one
year’s serious study of Chinese, combined with enthusissm and
courage, will take any average mortal deep into the literature,
feeling, and mentality of the Chinaman. As Mr. Fisher, President
of the Board of Education, said in a recent speech : “Every litile
scrap of knowledge, however superficial, however it may be
collected, like the food the birds pick up in the forest, is worth
something” If everyone who expressed a desire to learn Chinese
were told that that language contained 50,000 charaeters, of
which a vast number are strance to the best educated Chinaman,
he would very naturally feel discouraged. If, on the olher hond,
he were told that the mastery of a few hundred characters would
enable him to read and enjoy the Confucian Analects with the aid
of a translation, he might be encouraged to embark on the study
of this wonderful language, and realize the keen pleasure and
intellectual gain whieh this study provides.

But none of the other languages taught in this School offer
such difficultics as Chinese and Japanese. Malay, for example, is
simplicity itself as far as grammar is concerned, while Persian, in
spite of its unfamiliar alphabet, is an easy language to acejuire.

In War-time all are busy, and there is practically no such
thing as a leisured class. But when the War is over, thousands
of men and women who have been actively employed will tind
themselves without an occupation, and among them are many
who have shown themselves gifted in languages. It is hoped
that some of these will ultimately find their way to the School of
Oriental Studies and there discover an object of lifelong study.

The ahsence of proper incentives is the other main eause of
the dearth of students of Oriental languages—for no prospect of
a livelihcod could reasonably be held out to anyone taking up
these subjects in the past. Positions commanding a decent salary
in the various Universities in England did not number in the
British Isles a dozen all told, and the encouragement of language
study in the Civil Service and in the Army has never been
sufficient to arouse general enthusiasm. It is especially this want
of practical encouragement that has so long delayed the establish-
ment in this country of a School of Oriental Studies.

In this connexion attention may be drawn to the study of
Hindustani. It is greatly to be regretted that a language which
15 understood throughout the length and breadth of India, and



THE ORIGINS OF THE SCHOOL. OF
ORIENTAL STUDIES

HE Director of the School of Oriental Studies has invited me

to coutribute to this first number of the Bulletin a sketel

of the history of the foundation of the Sehool., The present

article has only the modest ambition of supplying to the future

historian of the School certain references, dates, and facis
indigspensable for his task.

Professor T. W. Arnold! states that the first School for
Oriental Languages in London was the Oviental Institution,
Leicester Square, established in 1818 by John B. Gilehrist 2 under
the patronage of the Kast India Company, mainly for teaching
Hindustani to medical students, and that it ceased to exist soon
after 1826 ; and that in 1825 Dr. Robert Morrison? the Chinese
scholar (whose library was left to University College), founded
a language institution in the City for teaching Chinese, Sanskrit,
and Bengali, but that the Institution came to an end in 1828,

At University College, founded in 1826-8, Chairs of Hebrew,
Oriental Literature, and Hindustani were established at an ear} ¥
date. At King’s College, founded in 1829-381, Oriental Languages
and Literature were taught from 1833 onwards. Further in-
formation in regard to the history of the Oriental departments
at these two Colleges is given in the Appendices to the Reay
Report.?

! See Report of Committee appointed by the Treasury (and presided over by
Lord Reay) to consider the organization of Oriental Studies in London, with . . .
Appendices, 1909 (Ci. 4560}, Price 1s, 4. The Report is hereinafter referred
to as the ‘“Reay Report”. The evidence was published as a separate volume
{Cd. 4561}, price 2. 8d.

Professor Arnold’s memorandum on previous efforts £o ereate an Orientn] School
is printed as Appendix III (b) to the Report, pp. 45 8, The first schools for

- Oriental languages in the British Empire appear to have been the College at Fort
Wiiliam (1800-1854}, of which Gilchrist was the first principal, and the Eust India,
College at Haileybury (1806-1857), a secondary school with seven teachers for
Oriental languages, also established by the East India Company.

* See arricles in the Dictionary of National Biography on Gilehrist and Morrison,

* Bee Appendix V to Reay Report, pp. 65-6, Memoraudum by Dr. (now Sir)
Gregory Foster and Dr. A. C. Headlam. For information in regard to the
teaching carried on up to the date of fonndution of the School of Oriental Studies
see the annual Calendars of University College and of King’s College.
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here by the opportunities offered for guidance in their studies.
We sball in this way provide in one institution both for the
practical and the literary branches of language study. Tt is
hoped that we may attract in large numbers private individuals
who will study what we teach for its own sake. The encourage-
ment of the amateur of Oriental subjects must be one of the
important features of this School. For until the number of
amateurs of these studies is vastly increased, it is impossible that
an intelligent knowledge of those distant countries with which
England 1s so intimately connected should be widespread. There
is no reason why Oriental learning should remain the monopoly of
a few enthusiasts in the East and a handful of students in the
West.  Oriental studies have as much right to a place in the
ordinary scheme of education as any of those studies which now
command untversal attention.

Two great obstacles have hitherto impeded the spread of
Oriental studies: (1) the difficulties which are supposed to attend
the acquirement of Eastern tongues; and (2) the absence of
proper incentives.

The average Englishinan has an exaggerated view of the
difficulties which attend the study of Oriental languages ay
compared with Western tongues: and this is much to be regretted,
for, although all Eastern languages have a strange appearance to
those who do not know them, it is in practice only the first step
that costs. The number of persons who have any idea of the
languages spoken Ly our fellow-subjects east of Suez is lamentably
small, and not till such misconceptions are dismissed can we hope
for the spread among our own people of that knowledge of the
East which is so essential to the happy relations which should
exist between European and Oriental races. Further than this,
there is no doubt that many persons possess latent gifts for
languages, which are never discovered unless they happen to have
their enthusiasin aceidentally aroused. Some of the greatest
scholars in Oviental languages whom the world has produced have
begun their studies in a purely dilettante spirit. Notabic examples
are Sir William Jones, who founded the Asiatic Society of Bengal:
George Sale, the translator of the Koran ; and Thomas Chenery,
the translator of Hariri.

No doubt such languages as Chinese and Japanese, with their
picturesque but inexhaustible hieroglyphies, offer difficulties not
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On January 24, 1852, Professor H, H. Wilson, Director of the
Royal Asiatic Society, in a lecture “On the present state of the
Cultivation of Oriental Literature” said: “As long as English
society is so inenrious with respect to Oriental Literature, it need
not be matter of surprise that the numbers and the labours of
English scholars should be overshadowed by the much more
imposing array of Continental Orientalists” (JRAS., xiii, 1852,
p- 214).

At the outbreak of the Crimean War in 1854 it was realized
how much the study of Oriental languages had been neglected in
England, and Professor Max Miiller at that time, and later in
1857 and 1858, with the assistance of Sir Charles Trevelyan,
attempted to enlist further support for these studies ; in the last-
named year they proposed the foundation of an “Institution for the
Cultivation of Asiatic Languages”. Nothing, however, was done.!

In May, 1884, Dr. G. W. Leitner founded an “ Oriental
University Institute” at Woking, but it is stated that it was
never attended by any students®* From 1884 the Royal Asiatic
Society and its members took an active interest in the matter.
On November 19, 1883 (JRAS., ns., xvi, 1884, p. 38), Professor
H. A. Salmoné of King’s College read a paper “ On the Importance
to Great Britain of a study of Arabic”, in which he contrasts the
small facilities in Great Britain with those in foreign countries
possessing Schools of Oriental Studies.

On May 17, 1886, Colonel Henry Yule, in his Presidential
Address to the Society (JRAS,, ¥.s., xviii, 1886, p. iv), stated that
Mr. H. €. Kay had drawn the attention of the Council to a matter
of which they were all too conscious, “ the deplorably low ebb at
which the study of Eastern languages and literature stands in
this country,” and had suggested the formation of a Special
Committee to consider the eauses of and possible remedies for that
state of things. The Council of the Society appointed a Committee
consisting of General R. Maclagan (as Chairman), Messrs. C,
Bendall, F. V. Dickins, H. C. Kay, and T. H. Thornton, with
Dr. R N. Cust and Major-Gen. Sir Frederic Goldsmid, the
Honorary Secretary and Secretary of the Society ; Sir M. Monier-
Williams was added later. The reference to the Commibtes was
of a wide character, on the lines suggested by Mr. Kay, and

! See Appendices IT (b) and XVT to Reuny Report, pp. 45, 1534
# Bee Appendix 111 (b} to Reay Report, p. 45.
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included the following: “to consider the best means for the
promotion of Oriental Studies in England.” The Committee
investigated the number of British appointments in Oriental
lJangnages and pointed out that there was a moderate number
in England, and a larger number in India, but added: <1t is
a significant fact, and one far from creditable to us, that at
present the supply of properly - qualified Englishmen is not
sufficient, and that in order to fill some of the most important of
the existing appointments we are obliged to have recourse to
scholars trained in foreign seats of learning ” (JRAS, N.s., xix,
1887, p. 347). They also stated that the main obstacle was that
of endowment (loe. eit., p. 848). The Committee further reported
(loc. cit., pp. T15-20) that they did not see their way to recommend
an appeal to the Government, either of the United Kingdom or of
India, for direct support in the shape of University or School
endowment, but they recommended that letters should be
addressed to the Governing Bodies of the principal Universities,
Colleges, and Schools of the United Kingdom, inviting their
assistauece, and that similar letters should be addressed to certain
City Companies. In the Annual Report of the Society for 1887
(JRAS,, n.s., xix, pp. x, xi) and in the Presidential Address by
Colonel Henry Yule it was reported that only thirty-one replies
had been received, of which the President could only point to one
as encouraging, viz., that from the Hebdomadal Council at Oxford.
The only material support obtained was a subscription for ten
guineas from the Merchant Taylors Company. Yule referred
despondently to “the decay or diminution of the pursuit of
Oriental studies in this country .

In the course of a discussion {on May 9, 1887) on the Report
of the Committee, Professor Sulmoné suggested the establishment
of a special school in London ‘““connected, if thought advisable,
with the Imperial Institute ”, and the proposal was supported by
Mr. Hyde Clarke and Sir Henry Rawlinson (JRAS., N.s, xix,
pp- 504-5).

: In the following September, Major (afterwards Lieut.-Col.
Sir) C. M. Watson, R.E, following Professor Salmoné’s suggestion,
proposed that a School for Modern Oriental Studies should be
established in London in connexion with the Imperial Institute.’

! 8ee Appendix XVI to Reay Report, pp. 153-6, on the History of the School
of Oriental Studies founded in eonnexion with the TImperinl Institute, by Professor
Wyndham R. Dunstan, F.R.8.  Sec also Appendix ¥V {b) to Report, p. 6.
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A new Committee was formed, of which Sir Thomas Wade and
Sir Frederic Goldsmid were members. The School was formally
inaugurated by a Lecture delivered by Professor Max Miiller at
the Royal Institution on January 11, 1890, witl the Prince of
Wales (afterwards King Edward VII) in the chair. As far as
can be ascertained the only practical achievement of the School,
which had no buildings or permanent income, was to arrange that
the teaching in Oriental languages given at University College
and at King's College respectively should no longer overlap. It
recetved a donation in 1901 of £5,000 from the Misses Ouseley
for the purpose of endowing scholarships in Oriental languages.
The operations of the Committee of the Sehool of Modern Oriental
Studies of the Tmperial Institute were brought to a close at
the end of the year 1902, and in 1908, with the approval of the
donors, the Ouseley Scholarship Fund was transferred to the
University of London.

From 1892 onwards the history of the movement is closely
connected with the movement for the organization of the
University of London as a teaching University,

Evidence was given on the need for the development of the
teaching of Oriental studies before the Gresham Commission on
the University, which sat from 1892 to 1894, by Professor Max
Miiller, Lieut.-Col, Plunkett, R.E, and Dr. J. D. Pollen ; and the
Commission (of which Lord Reay was a member) reported that
a large increase of the funds available for the teaching under the
auspices of the Imperial Institute and of University and King's
Colleges was necessary to enable the School to perform its task
adequately ; but this particular recommendation, as seen above,
led to no result.! The Report of the Commission and subsequent
negotiations and compromises between the various bodies con-
cerned led to the passing of the important University of London
Act of 1898, and the reconstitution of the University in 1900, in
accordance with the Statutes made by the Commissioners under
that Aet. By the new Act and Statutes the University added to
its old functions as an examining body certain powers in regard
to the control and organization of higher teaching in the London
area, which have been developed by subsequent Acts.

! Gresham University Commission, 1894 : Minutes of Evidence (C.—74235) and
Report (C.—7239), pp. xxxv-vi,
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The addresses and speeches at the Anniversary Meetings of
the Royal Asiatic Society from 1894 onwards contain frequent,
references to the proposal to establish in London an Oriental
School “on a better basis than the existing one ”’, and the Society
formally decided in 1894 to do all in its power to promote the
establishment of such a School.!

In December, 1897, Professor Salmoné vead a paper before the
Society (JRAS., 1898, April, pp. 212-21) “On the Importance to
Great Britain of the establishment of a School of Qrienta) Studies
in London ”, and moved :

“That the Royal Asiatic Society .. . should take the
initiative in bringing about the establishment of a School for
the study of Oriental languages in Tondon, and that the
Council be requested to consider the best means of carrying
out the project.”?

The motion was unanimously agreed to.

I have found it impossible in the time at my disposal for the
writing of this paper to trace the exact history of the movement
at this point. Tt appears from the Report of the Royal Asiatic
Society for 1900 (JRAS., 1900, p. 588) that the Commissioners
under the University of London Act of 1898 were asked by the
Council of the Society, but refused, to create a Faculty of Oviental
Languages History,and Archzeologyin the reconstituted Uni versity;
and for the next five years nothing more sees to have been done.

At the Anniversary Meeting of the Royal Asiatic Society on
April 11,1905 (JRAS., 1905, p. 592), Dr. (now Sir) George Grierson
again spoke of the “erying need” for a School of Oriental Studies;
and the initiation of the movement which led by consecutive
steps to the establishment of the present School took place on
November 13, 1905, when the Academic Council of the University
of London, on the motion of Dr. A. C. Headlam, resolved to
recommend the Senate to adopt the following resolutions:—

1 Speech by Lord Reay, May 8, 1884 (JRAS,, 1804, p a9,

? T have given the motion, notin its ariginal forin, hut as amended in accordance
with o suggestion by Lord Stanmore and Siv Raymond West, accepted by the
mever. Apart from the action taken directly by the Society Professor Salmoné's
paper led Lo the bequest by Majov-General J. (i, R. Forlong of a sum of £3,000, of
which the interest was to be spent by the Royul Asiatic Society on Lectures on
the Religions, History, Character, Language, and Customns of Eastern races af, the
School proposed. Two courses of lectures have already been delivered under this

trust at our School.
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“That a Committee be appointed to consider the re-
organization of Oriental Studies in the University and to
suggest a scheme therefor.

“That the Committee consist of (i) Representatives of the
Senate; (2) Representatives of the Board of Studies in Oriental
Languages ; and (3) other persons, with power to communicate
with other Bodjes.”

The Senate adopted the resolutions on November 22, 1905,
and constituted the Committee as follows: The Chancellor (Lord
Rosebery), the Vice-Chancellor [also Chairman of Convocation]
(Sir Edward Busk), Dr.J. B. Benson, Dr-. (now Sir) Gregory Foster,
Dr. A. C. Headlam, Mr. H. J. Mackinder, Lord Reay, Senators;
Professor T. W. Arnold, Sir Robert Douglas, Sir Charles Lyall,
Professor J. W. Neill, Professor E. J. Rapson, Professor O, C. White-
house, Members of the Board of Studies in Oriental Languages ;
Sir Arthur Riicker, Principal of the University, Sir Walter
Hillier, Mr. (now Sir) Felix Schuster, Mr. Walter Smith, and
Dr. A. Cotterill Tupp, with power to appoint two members to
represent the City of London College and the London Chamber of
Commerce respectively.!

The Committee invited various public Societies to appoint
delegates to confer with them upon the subject of their reference,
and a Conference was held on December 11, 1905, at which
representatives of the following Societies and Associations were
present: British Academy, Royal Asiatie Society, Central Asian
Society, China Association, Anglo-Russian Literary Society,
the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, London Missionary
Society, British and Foreign Bible Society, African Society, and
Vietoria League.

The Conference recommended the Senate to authorize the
Committce to present a Memorial to the First Lord of the
Treasury asking him to appoint a Departinental Committee to
inquire into the subject, and to receive a deputation. The Senate,
on February 21, 1306, adopted a resolution on the lines suggested
by the Counfcrence, and approved generally a Draft Memorial
submitted by a Sub-Committee of the Conference. The Memorial
referved specially to an important paper on Oriental Studies in

! The Committee co-opted Mr. Sidney Humphreys, on the nomination of the

City of London College, aad Mr. J. H. Poluk and Lr. H. .. Spenser on the
nomination of the London Chamber of Commerce.
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England and abroad, published by Professor T. W, Rhys Davids,
of University College, in the Proceedings of the British Academy,
vol. i, p. 1831 It was presented by a deputation introduced by
the Vice-Chancellor of the University (Sir Edward Busk) and
by Lord Reay to Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman, First Lord of
the Treasury, who was accompanied by Mr. Asquith as Chancellor
of the Exchequer, and by Mr. John Morley (now Viscount Morley
of Blackburn), as Secretary of State for India.

Sir Henry Campbell - Bannerman received the Deputation
favourably,® and on April 20, 1907, the Treasury appointed
a Committee to consider the organization of Oriental Studies in
London with the detailed reference suggested by the Deputation.
The Committee consisted of the following: Lord Reay, G.C.S.1,
G.C.LE. (Chairman), Lord Redesdale, G.C.V.0., K.C.B.* Sir Alfred
Lyall* G.CI1LE, K.CB., Sir Thomas Raleigh, K.C.S.I., and
Mr. A.R. Guest, with Mr. P. J. Hartog as Secretary. On March 30,
1908, Sir Montagu C. Turner was added to the Committee, The
Committee examined seventy-three witnesses® and signed their
report on December 23, 1908.  Tley summarized theiv arguments
and conclusions as follows :—

(1) There is urgent need for the provision of suitable
teaching in London for persons about to take up administrative
or commercial posts in the East and in Afriea.

A knowledge of the language, and some preliminary
knowledge of the history and religions and social customs of
the country to which they are appointed, is essential to such
‘persons.  Time will actually be gained, and it will be
advantageous in other ways, it the first instruction i given
in this country.

(2) To meet the need referred to in the foregoing para-
graph, a School of Oriental Studies should be built up from
the nucleus of Oriental teaching now existing at University

! Read on February 24, 1904, -~

¢ ¥or veport of the proceedings see the Times of December 5, 1906,

* Died August 17, 19186,

1 Died April 10, 1911,

7 The witnesses included M. Paul Boyer, Professor in, and now Director of, the
Ecole Spéciale des langues orientales vivautes, Paris: M. Sylvain Lévi, Professor
of Sanskrit at tle Collége de France, Paris; and Dr. E. C. Sachau, Professor of
Semitic Languages in the University of Berlin and Director of the Seminar fir
Orientalische Sprachen, Berlin.
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and King's Colleges, and should be incorporated in the

University of J.ondon. The School should have a constitution

similar in its main lines to that of University College. It

should possess a name and home of its own.

(3) The School should provide Loth for living Oriental
languages and for classical Oriental studies ; but the Committee
ask for a grant to be made from Government funds, at the
foundation of the School, for living Oriental languages only.
The first establishment of the School should be on the scale
necessary to meet immediate requirements, and should be
extended gradually.

(4) The School should possess a library, of which an
important feature would be a collection of modern Oriental
books and periodicals, kept up-to-date.

(8) The Committee desire specially to call attention to the
disadvantage under which in this respect London lies as
compared with Paris, Berlin, and St. Petersburg. As England
1s the country which above all others has important relations
with the East, the fact that no Oriental School exists in its
capital city is not ereditable to the nation.

On September 27, 1909, Lord Redesdale opened a debate in
the House of Lords on the subject of the Report of Lord Reay’s
Committee, in which Lord Morley of Blackburn, then Secretary
of State for India, Lord Cromer, and Lord Curzon of Kedleston
took part. TLord Morley stated that the Government were in
full sympathy with the objects and with most of the detailed
recommendations of the Committeel TIn Mareh, 1910, the
Secretary of State for India appointed a Departinental Committee
with the following reference : —

To formulate in detail an organized scheme for the
institution in London of a School of Oriental Languages
upon the lines recommended in the Report of Lord Beay's
Comimittee of 1909,

The members of the Committee were as follows :—

The Right Hon. the Earl of Cromer, G.C.B., O.M. (Chairman)?;
the Right Hon. Lord (now Earl) Curzon of Kedleston, G.C.ST,,
G.C.LE.; the Right Hon. the Lord Mayor of London, Sir John
Knill, Bart.; the Right Hon. Sir Charles Hardinge, P.C., G.C.M.G.,

! For report of the proceedings see the Times of September 28, 1009,
* Lord Cromer died on Junuary 29, 1917,
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G.C.V.0. (Permanent Under-Secretary of State for Foreign
Affairs); Sir Charles Lyall, K.CSI, CLE, LLD. (formerly
Secretary, Judicial and Public Department, India Office); Dr.(now
Sir) H. Frank Heath (Director of Special Inquiries and Reports
to the Board of Kducation; Joint Secretary to the Royal
Commission on University Education in London); Mr. P. J.
Hartog, Academic Registrar of the University of London, to act
as Secretary.

Sir Charles Hardinge (now Lovd Hardinge of Penshurst)
retired from the Committee on his appointment as Viceroy of
India in June, 1910, and was succeeded by the Right Hon. Sir
Arthur Nicolson (now Lord Carnock), P.C., G.C.B. (formerly
Permanent Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs).

Sir John Knill retired from the Committee on November 9,
1910, and was succeeded in the Lord Mayoralty of London by the
following, who have successively been members of the Committee :
The Right Hon. Sir T. Vezey Strong, P.C., K.C.V.0., Sir Thomas
Crosby,! Sir David Burnett, Bart, Sir I Vansittart Bowater,
Sir Charles Johnston, Sir Charles Wakefield, Bart.?

The first question considered by the Cromer Committee was
that of a site and buildings for the School. The Reay Commitiee
(Report, p. 28) had stated that the School should be in a central
position accessible to students from the City and from the
Colleges, and in a Memorandum submitted to the Cromer
Committee by the Secretary at their first meeting on March 18,
1910, 1t was suggested that the London Institution should be
considered, and the Committee accepted the suggestion. But the
suggestion had already heen made in another official quarter
before the Cromer Committee had been actually constituted. In
order to understand a somewhat complex situation it is necessary
to give here a brief account of the history of the TLondon
Institution and to mention that a new Royal Commission on
University Educatign in London, under the chairimanship of
Mr. (now Viscount) Haldane, had been set up in 1909,

The London Institution for the Advancement of Literature
and the Diffusion of Useful Knowledge was first founded under
a Royal Charter dated January 21, 1807, The [ustitution obtained

! Sir Thomas Croshy died on April 7, 1916,

? Bir Charles Wakefield's term of office ended on November 9, 1816, and he
was not replaced on the Committee.
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a site in Finsbury Cireus on which it ereeted its buildings,
including a theatre and a library, the architeet being William
Brooks. In 1821, with the ohject of securing a steady yearly
ineome apart from voluntary subseriptions, the Institution obtained
an Act of Parliament authorizing the Committee of Management
to make the share of each Proprictor subject to an annual
payment not exceeding two guineas, the share to be forfeited in
detault of such annual payment.

At the time when the Institution was founded, Finsbury
Circus was a fashionable quarter, but during the course of the
nineteenth century the majority of the Proprietors had moved to
o distance from the City, and a very large number, prohably the
majority, found themselves unable to avail themselves of the
privileges of their mem bership. On April 12,1905, the Proprietors
appointed a Special Committee to confer with the Board of
Management on the position of the Institution.

Various schemes were proposed for the reconstruction or re-
building of the Institution, of which certain portions were
suflering from structural defects which could not be remedied
without serious expense. The Board,on Mareh 13, 1908, reported
that a crisis had been veached in the position of the Institution :
that a considerable sum of money was imperative for urgent
vepairs, and that in the event of the Proprietors abstaining from
a decisive vote or action tending to place the aflairs of the
Institution on a secure basis interference from outside would
almost certainly result. They finally pointed out that the
Institution had from the ontset been erippled from want of funds.

It was clear that the Board had in their mind that it might
be held before long that they were not in a position to carry out
their charitable trust, and that their property might therefore go
into the hands of the Attorney-General. A scheme for the
amalgamation of the Institution with the Royal Society of Arts,
originally placed before the Proprietors in 1905, was considered
at a Special Meeting, and a ballot was taken on February 15,
1209, on the scheme, in which 322 votes were recorded for and
218 against the amalgamation, but the Board did not think that
the support was sufficient to justify then in proceeding with
the negotiations The Corporation of the City of London on
February 4, 1909, suggested a working arvangement in eonnexion
with the Gresham Trust as an alternative to the Royal Society
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of Avts scheme, and the Town Clerk inquired on February 25,
1909, what were the most pressing needs of the Institution
“to prevent its removal from the City of London”. At this
stage, on March 9, 1909, the Royal Commission on University
Edueation in London informed the Institution that the
Commission regarded it as coming within their reference.
Lord Aldenham, the President of the London Institution, and
Mr. R. W, Frazer, the Principal Librarian and Secretary, furnished
a statement to the Commission and gave evidence before them on
February 24,1910, and the Chairman of the Commission sugeested
that the Institution might be utilized for a School of Oriental
Languages or for the study of higher commercial subjects, Lord
Aldenham stated that the Proprietors were divided, and that while
some of them “ regarded with great desive the educational value of
the Institution” and would be prepared to do anything and sacrifice
anything that they thonght would promote education and the
original objects of the Institution, others regarded it as a com-
fortable club, and would oppose bitterly anything that interfered
with that ; while some again held the “ preposterous notion ” that
the property of the Institution might be sold and the proceeds
divided among the members.!

In June, 1911, the Cromer Committee issued their First
Interim Report,> in which they suggested that the site and
buildings of the London Institution should, if possible, be acquired
for the purposes of the School. The Committee pointed out that
the negotiations with the Committee of Management and the
Proprietors of the London Institution must finally be conducted
by His Majesty’s Government, but offered to assist in bringing the
negotiations to a satisfactory conclusion. The Report was accom-
panied by plans drawn up by Professor F. M. Simpson, F.R.LB.A.,
showing what additions and alterations should be made in the
buildings of the London Institution to adapt them for the
purposes of the School, and stated that their cost was estimated
by the Committce at from £20,000 to £25,000. The negotiations
were conduocted between Dr. Heath, acting on behalf of the

' Bee Appendix to First Report of Royal Commission on University Education
in Londan, 1910 (Cd. 5166, price 2s. 3d.), pp. 118-19, 230-3.

* Interim Report of (East India) Oriental Studies Committee {Cd. 5967, price
4d.). The Report is accompanied by Appendices relating to the site and
buildings, library, legal constitution, and financial position of the London
Institution. Tt also contains a note on the Berlin School of Qriental Languages
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Government, and a Special Committee of the Institution, and
were carried out successfully. The Proprietors gave their assent
to the schewme submitted to them at a general meeting on
March 25, 1912; and the text of the London Institution
(Transfer) Bill was issued in May. In the debate on the Second
Reading of the Bill in the House of Lords on October 8, 1912,
Lord Haldane, then Lord Chancellor, stated on behalf of the
Government that a grant of £4,000 would be made to the new
School, and ithat £25,000 would be expended on adapting the
buildings of the London Institution for the School. The Royal
Assent was given to the Bill on December 13, 1912,

Under the Act the real property of the Institution, i.e. the
land and buildings, were vested in H.M. Commissioners of Works
for the purposes of and in connexion with the School of Oriental
Studies.  The funds belonging to the Institution, including
£35,000 (nominal) invested in Consols, together with £12,000 and
such further sum as the Treasury “might approve” out of moneys
provided by Parliament. were placed at the disposal of the
Institution (1) for the discharge of all the liabilities of the
Institution, (2) for the purpose of paying to each Proprietor
a sum of £25 in vespect of each share held by him, and for
compensating each life member on a corresponding basis,? and
(3) for the payment of pensions or lump sums in lieu thereof for
the benefit of the past and present members of the staff of the
Institution and their families as the Committee of the Institution
in their diseretion might think fit.2 Certain books and manuscripts
agreed upon by the Commissioners of Works and the Committee
of Management of the Institution were retained by the Institution
for immediate transference to public institutions determined by
the Cowmittee of Management. Under this provision some
valuable books and manuscripts were transferred by the
Committee to the British Museum, and others to the Library at
the Guildhall. The Commissioners were also given power to
transier any property other than real property (including the

! Lord Aldenham and twenty-four other Propriétors, including Sir Homewood
Crawford, the City Solicitor, and Dr. Edwin Freshfield, the two Proprietors who
were chiefly responsible for the movement for retaining che Institution in the City
of London, generously handed the sums received by them under the Act
(amounting in all to £6235) to Lord Cromer and Tord Curzon, for the purposes of
the School when founded. The donees formed a trust and transferred the fund to

the School shortly after its foundation.
? I have not quoted the exact words of the Act.
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library of over 100,000 volumes) vested in them Ly the Act, to
the Governing Body of the School of Oriental Studies upon the
establishment of the School. The Act further provided for the
creation of a body of persons designated as Continuing Members,
who were to be entitled for so long as they desired to the
exclusive use of two rooms, the reading-room and smoking-room
respectively, and to such use of the library, theatre, and other
bulldings and property vested in the Commissioners as was in
the opinion of the Commissioners reasonable and not caiculated
to interfere with the main purposes for which the property
was intended to be used. The Continuing Members consist of
Proprietors and other persons who had certain rights in the
Institution when the Act was passed. The Act further provided
that the Continuing Members should be subject to the obligation
to pay an annual subscription of two guineas to be applied for
their own benefit; and further, that if in any year the income
derived {rom subscriptions and any voluntary payments made by
or on behalf of the Continuing Members should fall below £170,
then at the conclusion of that year the rights of the Continuing
Members should be finally determined. There is no provision for
the creation of new Continuing Members.!

The Treasury requested the Cromer Committee to supervise,
in conjunction with a representative of H.M. Office of Works, the
necessary alterations to be carried out at the London Institution,
and sanctioned the employment of Professor F. M. Simpson as
architect. They stipulated, however, that the detailed plans
should be approved, not only by H.M. Office of Works and the
Committiee, but also by the represenfatives of a nummber of the
bodies which would eventually be represented on the Governing
Body of the School. This process took some time, and was pro-
longed considerably by the necessity for entering into negotiations
with the owners of large new buildings in course of erection on
the east side of the School. Mr. Frank Baines, M.V.0.,a Principal
Architect of the Office of Worls, settled with the owners a party-
wall award, and arranged dop. important concessions to be made

! After negotintion, the Office of Works as from December, 1916, vested the
whole of this property other than real property in the Governing Body, subject
to the condition that the Governing Bedy should not sell or lend any of the
books of the Library without the consent of the “Continuing Members”, or
failing such consent, of the Office of Works, who are to be the final arbiters
in case of disagreement on this matter between the Governing Body and the
Continuing Members,

[No. 1] 2
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to the School, both in regara to the height of the new building
and the use of white bricks in its construction, which prevented
the School from being materially affected by loss of light. The
plans were finally completed and approved in March, 1914. By that
time there was a strike in the building trade and the Office of
Works was unable to issuc the contract for the building until the
following November, four months after the outbreak of the War.
In January, 1914, a City Appeal Committee was constituted
under the chairmanship of Sir Montagu Turner, a former member
of Lord Reay's Committee, Chairman of the Chartered Bank of
India, Australia, and China.l In connexion with the work of this
Committee, the Lord Mayor, Sir T. Vansittart Bowater, held
a Mansion House Meeting on May 6, 1914, in order to raise funds
for the School. Lord Cromer, owing to iliness, was unable to
attend the Meeting, and Lord Curzon of Kedleston moved the
following resolution, which was seconded by Lord Reay :(—-
“That in view of the great imperial and commercial
interests dependent on adequate provision being made for
instruction in the languages, the literature, and the social
customs of Oriental and African countries, this meeting desires
heartily to support the scheme for the foundation of a School
of Oriental Studies in the City of London.”

Lord Incheape proposed and My, Faithfull Begg (as Chairman
of the Council of the London Chamber of Commeree) seconded
the following resolution :—

“That this meeting desires to commend to the commereial
community of the City of Lordon, and to the general public, an
appeal for the funds necessary to enable the School of Oriental
Studies to be opened in 1915 on a satisfactory financial basis.”
A vote of thanks to the Lord Mayor was proposed by Lord

Crewe, Secretary of State for India, and seconded by Sir Montagu
Turner,

The City Committee was merged in a larger Committee in 1916,
of which Lord Curzon became Chairman, and which includes among
others Mr. Asquith, Mr. Austen Chamberlain, Lord Chelmsford,
Lord Crewe, Lord Grey of Falloden, Lord Hardinge of Penshurst,
Mr. Arthur Henderson, Lord Lansdowne, Mv, Bonar Law,Lord Morley
of Blackburn, Lord Reay, and Sir Marcus Samuel, Bart.

' Mr. H. R. Beasley acted for a considerable time as Secretary of this
Committes and of the larger Appeal Committee referred to below.
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The object of the Committee was to raise an endownrent fund
of £150,000, It has secured up to the present abont £25000 in
the form of capital, and over £3,000 a year in the form of
subscriptions for three or five years. The present Lord Mayor,
Siv William Duann, Bart., although not formally a wember of
the Oriental Studies Committee like his predecessors in office,
has taken a particularly active part in the work of the Appesl
Committee,

The view of the Govermmeni in vegard to the relation of the
School to the University of London was affected by the views of
the Royal Cowmission, whose final Report was dated Mareh 27,
1913, As stated above, the Reay Committee had reported that the
School should be incorporated in the University. At the date of
their Report University College had already been so ineorporaied
(on January 1, 1907), and the Act for the incorporation of King’s
Uollege had received the Royal Assent; the latter College was
incorporated on Jancary 1, 1910, The question was one which
closely atfected the School, as the Resy Report proposed that it
should be built up from the nucleus of Oriental teaching at the
two Colleges {see above,pp. 11-12), The Royal Commission, while
approving of the proposais of the Reay Committee in general,
reconmended that incorporation should not take place until the
University as a whole had been reconstituted in accordance with
the plan which they advocated, and that the Schuool should then
form “ A University Department of Oriental Studies governed by
a Delegacy of the Senate ”; in the meantine they recommended
that it should he established as & Sehool of the University.,' The
Government endorsed the views of the Royal Commission and
requested the Cromer Comnittee to assist themn by preparing the
first draft of a Charier, on the lines sunguested, Lord Crewe, as
Secretary of State for India, applied to the Privy Council fov
a Charter for the Sehool™&ee Lovndon Guzelle, February 10,1914},
Various bodies, includiug the Senate of the Univeraity of Loudon,
the London County Couneil, ilie British Academy, and the Royal
Asiatic Society, wade representations jn regard to the Drafi
Charler, which finally issued on June 5, 1916.

' Final Report of Royul Commission on University Edneation in Lobdon
(Cd. 8717, price 2w, 1913, pp. 202-3 and passim,  For tiie views officinlly
expressed on behalf of the Government in regard to the question of Incorporntion
see (1) speech by Lord Morley on Septembor 27, 1909, io the House of Lords :

(2) replies to questions by Mr. . Floyct and Sic W. ] Collins on March 10, 1010,
in the Heonse of Comuons.
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Under the Charter, Sir John Preseott Hewett, G.C.S1., C.LE,
formerly Lieutenant-Governor of the United Provinces of Agra
and Oudh, was appointed first Chairman of the Governing Body,
and its first meeting was held at the Offices of the Board of
Education, under the chairmanship of the President of the Roard,
the Rt. Hon. Arthur Henderson, M.P.,, on June 22,1916. At that
meeting the present writer was asked to act as Honorary
Secretary of the Governing Body, a position which he held until
March 19, 1917, when he was obliged to resion owing to the
pressure of other duties.

On October 20, 1916, Dr. E. Denison Ross, CLE., Keeper of
the Stein Antiquities at the British Museun, previously Professor
of Persian at University College, Principal of the Calcutta
Madrasah, and Officer in Charge of the Records of the Government
of India, was appointed Director of the School, to take office on
November 1.

On June 30, 1916, the School forwarded to the Senate of
the University of London the communication required under
Article IX of the Charter bafore the Governing Body could make
the first appointiments to the teaching staff, On December 18,
1916, the Senate resolved to transfer, under certain conditions, to
the School, as from January 1, 1917, the members of the stafis of
the Oriental Departments at University and King's Colleges other
than those who did not desire to be so transferred. All the
teachers concerned at the two Colleges, except two, accepted the
proposals of the School, but it should be pointed out that certain
Oriental subjeets, e.g. Egyptology, Assyriclogy, and Hebrew ai
University College, and Assyviology and Hebrew at King's
College, continue to be taught at those Colleges. The Senate on
the same occasion decided to transfev on loan to the School books
immediately needed for the teaching work of the transferred
teachers, and to consider at a later date the question of the
transfer of other Oriental books to the Sehool.

The * China Association’s Sehool for Practical Chinese”, which
for some years had carried on teaching suceessfully jn conjunction
with the authovities of King’s College, vesclved, with the con-
currence of the Delegacy of the College, to transfer its support
to the School of Oriental Studies, and to pay its income,
amounting to about £330 a year, to the School, for a period -
of five years.
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On November 28, 1916, the School applied for admission ag
a School of the University.

A preliminary announcement was issued in December, 1916,
and the School opened its doors to students on January 18,1917,

The charge of the School buildings was formally transferred
from Lord Cromer’s Committee and the Office of Works to the
Governing Body as from January 9, 1917,

On January 29, 1917, Lord Cromer, who had taken so active
a part in the promotion of the scheme for the School, died.
Lord Curzon of Kedleston, who had been Acting-Chairman of the
Oriental Studies Committee since Lord Cromer’s illness in 191 4
succeeded him as Chairman, and the final meeting of the
Committee took place on February 22, 1917. The final Report
of the Committee to the India Qffice was dated March 26, 1917.

On February 23, 1917, the School was [ormally opened by
H.M. the King. An account of the memorable procecdings is
given in the present issue of the Bulletin (see p. 23).

To this record I desire to add one final fact. The number
of students taken over in January last by the School from
the pre-existing institutions was 9, a number much less than
the normal owing to the War; the total number of names on the
register has now (July, 1917) increased to 125, including many
who devote their whole time to their work at the School.

I may perhaps be allowed the privilege of adding to the
foregoing sketch a personal note. In the first place I should say
that my paper is intended to be read with the Report of the
Reay Committec and the Interim Report of the Cromer Committee,
to whicl it is only a supplement; they are both needed in order
to see the facts in something like their true perspective. In the
second place, I have not attempted any estimate of the services of
the many distinguished, able, and unselfish persons who have
fought through long years to bring a School like owrs into
existence, and of whom some have not lived to see the substantial
measure of success which it has already achieved. T shall
be forgiven if I speak only of Lord Cromer, of whose
memory we all think with affectionate veneration: and of
Lord Reay and Lord Curzon, who devoted so much time, thought,
and energy to the initial and to the final stages, respectively, of
the creation of the School. To any of the living who may think
that their names or their services ought to have heen more
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specially vecorded, [ can only express regret that the scope of this
article has made it nmpossible. T may perhaps, however, express
here my sense of the services rendered by the pnblic Press to our
School during the last few vears; and especiaily to the Zimes
and its < Wdncational Supplement ”, the Daily Telegraph, and the
Morning Post, which have given us most valuable support, and
have, no doubt, helped largely to educate public opinion.

It is not only against indifference that the advocates of the
School have had to struggle, but against a jenlousy hased on the
convietion that the mumber of students of Oriental languages in
this country was bound always to be strietly limited, and that
the new School eould only exist at the expense of its rivals.
The last few months have already proved the futility of that
convietion, for the Scehool has grown and increased without taking
a single student from another University. It is my own sincere
belief (based on analogies referred to in the Reay Report) that
the interest ereated in Oriental studies by our Sehool, with the
eight millions of population of Greater London within reach of its
doors, will help the older Schools greatly, and will add indirectly
but within a short time to the numbers of their students and to
their influence.

Our history is desperately longer than it ought to have been.
It has taken ninety-nine years to set on fool o Schoot of Oriental
Studies on a scale at all adequate to the Metropolis of the British
Empire, and even now the School has not the income regarded as
a minimum by two Government Committees and a Royal Com-
mission. This unembellished article is not intended as an appeal.
so I limit ruyself here to this statement of the facts, in the hope
that many generous readers may eomnmunicate with the Chairman
or Director of the School forthwith.

Finully, I cannot help thinking with compassion and sympathy
of the arrays of Committees and Secretaries who ploughed thie
sands of publie indifference in the past, and despaired (though
wrongly) of the commonwealth. If T belonged to the land of the
Rising Sun, I should no doubi feel conscious that in writing this
article T was offering up a weleome sacrifice to the spirits of the
great scholars of the past, Wilson, Cusé, Yule, aud others, the
strenuous advocates of our ecause in their own day.  May our
Scliool become a shirine worthy of their name and fame!

P, J. Hawroe.
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THE OPENING CEREMONY.

N February 23rd, 1917, the School of Oriental Studies, London
Institution, was formally opened by His Majesty King
George V. The King was accompanied on this occasion by the
Queen and Princess Mary, and the Royal Party included the
Countess of Airlie, Lady Mary 'Trefusis, Mr. H. A. L. Fisher,
Minister of Education, Lord Hylton, Lord Stamfordham, Colonel
the Hon. C. Willoughby, Commander Sir Charles Cust, and
Sir Clive Wigram.

The Royal carringe was drawn by four horses, with postilions
and outriders in scarlet coats. The route to the city was by way
of the Mall, Vietoria Embankment, Mansion House, Princes Street,
and Moorgate Strcet. The ancient ceremony of presenting the
pearl-handled sword of the City of London ook place at the City
houndary on the Embankment at the west end of Temple Gardens,
the Lord Mayor, who was accompanied by the Sheriffs, presentin o
the sword in time-honoured fashion.

On the arrival at the School, where a gnard of honour had
been provided by the University of London Officers Training
Corps, their Majesties were received by Lord and Lady Curzon
and Sir John Hewett (Chairman of the Governing Body).
Proceeding to the Continuing Members’ Room, Sir John Hewett
presented to the King the following members of the Governing
Body : Lieut.-Col. Sir Alfred Pearce Gould (Vice-Chancellor of
the University of London), Sir Charles Lyall (Chairman of the
Academic Organization Committee of the School), Sir Montagu
Turner (Chairman of the Finance and General Purposes Committee
of the School and of the Executive of the Appeal Committee),
Mr. . J. Hartog (Honorary Secretary), Dr. E. Denison Ross
{Divector of the School), and Professor F. M. Simpson (Architect
of the new buildings). A procession was formed to the Library,
where the opening ceremony was held. As their Majesties entered
the Library and proceeded to the dais, the orchestra of Trinity
College of Music, conducted by Sir Frederick Bridge (King
Edward Professor ol Music in the University of London), played
the National Anthem,
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A distinguished and representative gathering of upwards of
200 persons was present at the ceremony. On the dais with
their Majesties were: Sir John Hewett, Monsieur Boyer (Direcior
of the Paris School of Oriental Languages), The Rt. Hon. Austen
Chamberlain, M.P,, Mr, H. E. Coles, The Marquess and Marchioness
of Crewe, Earl and Countess Curzon of Kedleston, The Rt. Hon.
Andrew TFisher, The Rt. Hon. H. A. L. Fisher and Mrs, Fisher,
Mr. J. W. Gilbert, Sir Alfred Pearce Gould, His Excellency the
Japanese Ambassador, Sir Johin Jordan, K.C.B. (Minister to China),
and Lady Jordan, Lieut.-Gen. Sir (. Macready, K.C.B. and
Lady Macready, Sir Thomas Mackenzie, The Lord Mayor of
London and the Lady Mayoress, His Excellency the Persian
Minister, the Russian Chargé d’Attaires, Lord and Lady Sandhurst,
The Rt. Hon. and Mrs. W. P. Schreiner, Lord and Lady
Sydenham, and their Majesties’ suite.

Sir John Hewett, G.C.S.1, C.1L.E., addressing the King, said :—

MAY 11 PLEASE YOUR MaJEsty : The Governing Body of the
School of Oriental Studies, London Institution, desive to CXpress
to your Majesty their humble duty on the occasion of the visit
which your Majesty has paid us to-day in order to declare these
buildings open.  Your Majesty has already conferred prestige on
the School by becoming jts Patron, and this further mark of your
interest in its welfare will afford great incentive and encourage-
ment to the Governing Body in the task before them.

The creation of a great School of Oriental Studies in the
Capital, adequate to the needs of an Kmpire which includes nearly
four hundred million Orientals, has been long contemplated and
too long delayed. Teaching in Oriental languages has indeed
been given in Tondon, both at University College and at King's
College, for many years past and by scholars of high distinction,
but this teaching has been on a scale limited by narrow
resources,

Our School has been founded in general accordance with the
recomniendations of a Departmental Committee of the Treasury,
presided over by Lord Reay, and of a Departmental Committee
of the India Office, presided over by the late Lord Cromer, and,
during Lord Cromer’s illness, by Lord Curzon of Kedleston, We
have had many helpers, but to these three statesinen our School
owes a greater debt than to any others. With the rest of the
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nation, we mourn the death of Lord Cromer, in whom our
Institution has lost a devoted friend and wise counsellor. Tt js
sad that, though he lived to see the School at work, he passed
away before its formal opening. _

The Senate of the University of London have consented to
transter to the School the Oriental Departments of University
and King’s Colleges, and steps ave being taken to carry cut the
terms of the Article of the Royal Charter granted to us which
provides that, subject to compliance with the U niversity Statutes,
the School shall be a School of the University of London. We
regard the inheritance of University traditions as a valuable and
important factor in our constitution:; and we hope to work in
cordial harmony and co-operation with the older Universities,
whose Oriental Schools, particularly those at Oxford and
Cambridge, have won so high and deserved a reputation. Under
the terms of our Charter these Universities are represented on our
Governing Body.

The wain block of the beautiful buildings which your Majesty
has consented formally to open for the purposes of this School
was originaily designed for the London Institution, a Literary
Society founded at the begiuning of the last century, which had
a long and Interesting history. It was with the concurrence - of
the Proprietors of the London Institution that an Act of
Parliament was passed in 1912 transferring their site and
buildings to your Majesty’s Commissioners of Works for the
purposes of the School of Oriental Studies. Parliament also
voted a sum of £25,000 for the restoration of these buildings and
for the erection of our new block of seventeen class-rooms on
vacant ground adjacent to the main block. Your Majesty’s
Government, the Government of India, and the London County
Council have made substantial grants to the School. We consider
ourselves especially fortunate in having our home in the centre of
the City of London, and we are indebted to the Lord Mayor and
the Corporation and to several of the great City Companies for
generous support.  But while our buildings are unique in
character and admirably situated, we are still short of the income
necessary to carry on the School on the footing for which it is
designed ; we trust that this deficiency may quickly be made up
from private liberality, and, if necessary, by further aid frow
public sources.
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The main objects of tlie School may be expressed as follows:—

First, 1o provide a place where our young men who will
presently be engaged in governing or garrisoning the Oriental
and African parts of the Emnpive way learn the ianguages
and study the literature, the religions, and the customs of
the peoples with whom they will so soon be brought into
contact, and their infloence over whom will Iargely depend
upon their familiarity with indigenous character, ideas, and
institutions,

Secondly, to offer a training to those who are about to
proceed to the same countries to take part in eommercial
enterprise or other avocations, or for purposes of study and
research.

Thirdly, to furnish to the Capital of the Empire a meeting-
ground and foeus for scholars from the East of various
nationalities, where, on their visits to this country, they nay
be assured of a sympathetic welcome, and find at hand, if
they desire them, opportunities for study among those engaged
in kindred pursuits,

We wish more especially to emphasize the importanee of this
School as a centre of Indian studies, and its ereation as in some
measure 4 recognition of the great position which India occupies
in the Empire.

We take your Majesty’s gracious presence as a sign that your
Majesty is fully cognisant of and impressed with the hnportance
to the Empire of the study of Oriental and African languages
and civilizations on a seale which Great Britain, alove among
great countries of the world interested in the East, has not
hitherto regarded as necessary: and we have planned that our
School shall be at least equal to the Oriental Schools in foreign
capitals, and adequate to iimperial needs. We propose to teach
the languages of eight hundred wmillion people.  The hwports and
exports of the United Kingdom alone with the peoples of whom
we are to teach the languages amount to between two and thres
hundred illions sterling annually. But the magnitude of our
scheuwe cannot be expressed in terms of money or of the mere
number of languages taught. Our teaching is oniy a means to an
end. The greatuness and solidarity of this vast Enipire i its
internal and its external relations rest on the comprehension of
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and the just and sympathetic dealing with, wen infinitely varied
in race, religion, speech, character, and upbringing. We believe
that the training given in our School will materially contribute to
the fuller realization of the nation’s ideals in the distant parts of
your Majesty’s dominions, and to the prosperity and the efficient
working of the Jonpire as a whole. IF, with the approval of your
Majesty's Government, we are starting our new career at this
erisis, it is because we are deeply convinced that the task we have
to fulfil, both in view of the War and of the period which will
immediutely follow, could no longer be safely neglected or
delayed.

We desire to express to Her Majesty the Queen onr humble
duty and sincere pleasure at her presence here to-day, We are
well aware of the great interest which Her Majesty has shown in
the higher education of women, and we hope that, especially in
view of the part whieh women doctors and other women workers
play in the East, Her Majesty will take a special interest in this
School.  We already have women teachers and women students,
and equal opportunities will be given in every way to men and
women alike.

We desire humbly to thank your Majesties for your presence
to-day to sanction and encourage our great undertaking,

The King, on rising to veply, said :—

My Lorbs, Lapies axn (GENTLEMEN,—T thank you for your
loyal and dutiful address.

[am glad to be the Patron of the School of Oriental Studies,
and it gives me particular gratification to take part to-day in the
ceremony of opening this fine building in which the School is
henceforth to carry on its work.

I' cannot sufficiently cuphasize the wide scope and vast
importance of that work. The School will afford fresh oppor-
tunities of study to those serviees which have been the pioneer of
progress and the instrument of good government in India and
Kgypt. Tt will furnish with a fuller technieal equipment the
pioneers of commerce and industry wha in each successive
generation undertake the duty of upholding the honoured fame of
British trade in the Kast. Its work will serve to develop the
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sympathy which already so happily exists between my subjects
and those of my Far Eastern Ally, Japan. But more than this is
to be looked for from the School.

If it happily succeeds in imparting to the pupils sent out as
teachers of unseltish government and civilized commerce g clearer
comprehension of the thoughts and lives of the diverse races of
the East, the good effects of that success will extend far bevond
the immediate and tangible results. The ancient literature and
the art of India are of unique interest in the history of human
endeavour. I look to the School to quicken public interest in the
intellectual tradition of that great continent and to promote and
assist the labours of the students in these departments of know-
ledge, to the mutual advantage of both countries.

The School is about to open its doors in the midst of an
unparalleled crisis in the world’s history. For more than two
years the peoples of my dominions with loyalty and devotion
have vied with each other in offering their blood and treasure for
the prosecution of a righteous war. The sense of common sacrifice
and common endeavour has drawn us all nearer to one another in
feeling and sympathy. Meanwhile we believe that the peaceful
labours of this Institution in spreading accurate and scientific
knowledge of Eastern life and thought will foster the spirit of
loyalty aud patriotism and knit together still closer the many
nations of my Empire,

T am very conseious of how much we owe to those distinguished
scholars and statesmen whose undaunted efforts have largely aided
in establishing this School. I deeply regret that one of the most
illustrious, Lord Cromer, has not been permitted to see the
completion of his share in the work. Had he lived his wise
Judgment and unrivalled experience would have been of prieeless
value in council. I recognize and appreciate the debt of gratitude
which this School owes to the public-spirited benefactors who
have contributed so liberally to its endowment fund. In so doing
they have rendered a serviee to the Empire, and I trust that the
beneficence of the community will endow the School with funds
adequate to all the demands whieh may be made upon its teaching
capacity.

I now declare the School of Oriental Studies open. May God
bless its labours in the advancement of learning, unity, and good

government among my people of every race and language.
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T'he Rt. Hon, Earl Curzon of Kedleston, K.G.,, G.C.S.1.,
G.C.LE., Chairman of the General Committee, spoke as follows:—

Your Majesty has taken part, if I may say so, in a memorable
ceremony. It marks the end of one period and the heginning of
another. For years there have existed means of following Oriental
studies, both at King's College and at University College in
Londou, quite apart from the larger efforts which have been made
at the old academic institutions of Oxford and Cambridge. But
now, for the first time, those efforts are to he co-ordinated, unified,
and centralized in the Metropolis of the Empire.  Henceforth we
shall feel that we are not behind the similar institutions that
exist at Paris, at Petrograd, and—if I may say 1t with bated
breath-—at Berlin. (Laughter.) Heneeforward I hope we shall
not be behind those rivals or those enemies in our equipment for
that which is an essential part of the duty of the Empire. (Hear,
hear.) We place representatives of Oxford and Cambridge upon
our Governing Body, and we hope to work in the elosest and 1ost
cordial co-operation with them. (Hear, hear.)

It is nearly ten years ago since the Committee was formed,
under the chairmanship of Lord Reay, which laid down the plan
of this School of Oriental Studies. May I add a word to what
your Majesty said of Lord Cromer? I cannot exaggerate the
debt which this Institution, no less than the Empire at large, owes
to that eminent man. (Hear, hear) He devoted to this purpose
atl the enthusiasm, assiduity, and organizing capaeity which
chavacterized everything he did. Nothing was too small for him
to deal with, nothing was too big for him to grasp. His friends
and the public will always regard this Institution as one of the
lesser monuments to his memory. It will serve—although no
such service is needed—to keep alive the memory of that great
man, who was a true friend of all Kastern peoples, as wel] as
a great servant of the State. (Hear, hear.)

EasT ANXD Wesy

And now as to the objeets of this Institulion. T do not look
upon i1t merely as an educational centre, where administrators and
soldiers, merchants and missionaries, will learn the languages,
study the history, and absorb the customs of the Kast, That,
imdeed, is its primary object. We hope to send forth those
persous in every sphere better equipped for the work that they
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are about to undertake. That work ought to appeal {o the City.
Nobly as the City has responded to the appeal, splendidly as
some of the City Companies have given, I hope that their
generosity is not yet exhausted. (Hear, hear.) T confront you
with the striking and lamentable fact that, while we are aiming
at £14,000 a year, we have at present only £10,500, of which not
move than £7,500 can be regarded as permanent, the remmainder
being subscriptions for a short term of years. Whatan opportunity
there is in the midst of a great war to show that your resources
are not exhausted, and to prove the power and vitality of the
City by contributing to this great Iinperial object !

But in my view this School ought to have much more than
a merely instructional or utilitarian value. I hope as time passes
this place will become a sort of elearing-house of ideas between
East and West—a bridge between the mind and character of
Great Britain and those Oriental peoples with whom she is
brought into such close contact. The gap that exists between
the psychology of the East and West is often spoken of as though
it were unplumbed and impassable. My belief is that with every
year that passes it becomes less wide and less deep. Bridges are
constantly being thrown over it by the common relutions of
travel, of trade, of diplomacy, of public service, and private
business, Let this Institution be an additional bridge. A real
understanding between East and West can only be achieved by
a knowledge of the character, the life, and thought of those whose
physical environment may be so entirely different, and great
indeed will be the disappointment of many of us if this place does
not bring into closer union what we may deseribe as the sou] of
the Eastern and Western world. (Hear, hear.)

THe KINg's TRAVELS

May I say that there can be no happier augury for the success
of such a scheme than that your Majesty should have graced this
opening ceremony. (Hear, hear) Your Majesty is the most
travelled Sovereign since the days of the Roman Emperor Hadrian.
There is hardly one of the conntries the languages of which are
going to be taught here by Dr. Denison Ross and hig capable staff
which your Majesty has not visited, and of whicl you cannot
speak with personal knowledge, Circumstances lLave thrown
a good deal of my life into contact with the East, and this I can
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truly say, that the intimate acquaintance which your Majesty has
acquired with those parts of the world, the sympathy which has
characterized every utterance of yours when you have spoken,
have been assets of immense and incaleulable value to the Enipire
of which you ave the head. I hope that all future Sovereigns of
the British Empire will follow your example in this respect, and
that we shall all remiember that, though the central tabernacle of
this Empire is set up here in London, its outer courts ave thronged
with countless hosts who will continue to look to us in the future,
as they have done in the past, for administrative guidance, for
inspiration, and for example,

As to what the future of those countries and those peoples
will be—what degrees of autonomy or self-govermment will be
either conceded to them or won by themselves, what will he the
iink that unites them to the centre in the future—none of us can
say. But never let it be said that the country which started
them forward on the career of constitutional development, of
industrial and commercial expansion and moral progress, shranlk
from the task because it became more difficult or because the end
was lost in cloud and mist.  Rather may an Institution like this,
which your Majesty has opened to-day, be as a wayside inn on
the road which East and West will travel together hand in hand
m an ever eloser and wore fraternal union.! (Cheers.)

At the conclusion of the ceremony the King and Royal party
made a tour of the School and inspected the class-rooms and
lecture halls,

' On February 26, 1417, the following letter from Lord Curzon appeared in
the Times and elsewhere ;.—

My remarks as Chairman of the Committes av the opening of the new
School of Oriental Studies jn Finsbury Circus by His Majesty the King suffered
from a very regrettable omission—due not to inadvertence, but to forgetfulness—
which I shoald like, with your permission, to rectifly. After mentioning the
services of Lord Cromer as fiest Chairman of the Committee, I had mennt to Say
‘how great is the debt that the vew institution owes to our Hon, Secretary,
Mr. P. J. Hartog, C.LE., Registrar of the London University, without whose
indefatigable and tactful labours during the past seven years the scheme could
not have reached fruition. And, further, I had intended to mention Lhe col-
vribution to the same result of our architeet, Professor F, M. Simpson, F.R.I.B.A.,
wha adapted and added to the fine classical structure of the London Iustitution
with equal vegard to utility and taste.”
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PRE-T'ANG POETRY
By A. D. WaLey

sources which T have used.

I wish to take this opportunity of thanking Mrv. S. H. Ting
for the kind and intelligent assistance he has given me in many

difficulties.

! Since this was written, a translation of the four poems by T oo Chtien (p. 46)

The Orphan
To be an orphan,
To be fated to be an orphan,
How bitter is this lot !
When my father and mother were alive
I used to ride in a carriage
With four fine horses.
But when they both died,
My brother and sister-in-law
Sent me out to be a merchant.
In the south I travelled to the “ Nine Rivers’?
And in the east as far as Ch4 and Lul?
At the end of the year when I came home
I dared not tell them what I had suffered—
Of the lice and vermin in my head,
Of the dust in my face and eyes.
My brother told me to get ready the dinner,
My sister-in-law told me to see after the lorses.
I was always going up into the hall
And running down again to the parlour
My tears fell like rain.
In the morning they sent me to draw water
I did not get back till nightfall.

has appeared in Germany.
o c C ¥ 4
i.e. Kiu-kiang in Kiangsi. Shantung.

[Ne. Il
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My hands were all sore

And I had no shoes.

I walked the cold earth

Treading on thorns and brambles.
As I stopped to pull out the thorns,
How bitter my heart was!

My tears fell and fell

And I went on sobbing and sobbing.
In winter I have no great-coat;

Nor in summer, thin clothes.

Tt is no pleasure to be alive.

I had rather quickly leave the earth
And go beneath the Yellow Springs.!

The April winds blow

And the grass 1s growing green.

In the third month—stikworins and mulberries,
In the sixth month-—the melon-harvest.

I went out with the melon-cart

And just as I was coming home

The melon-eart turned over.

The people who came to help me were few,
But the people who ate the melons were many.
All they left me was the stalks—

To take home as fast as I could.

My brother and sister-in-law were harsh,

They asked me all sorts of awful questions.?
Why does every one in the village hate ne ?2

I want to write a letter and send it

To my Eather and mother under the earth,
And tell them I can’t go on any longer

Living with my brother and my sister-in-law.

Anon., first century B.C.

Cock-crow Song

In the eastern quarter dawn breaks, the stars flicker pale.
The morning cock at Ju-nan mounts the wall and crows.

! Hades.
%2 The phrase ﬁ‘l, E , which follows this line, is a formula for introducing the
last part of a song and simply means ““ In conclusion ™.
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The songs are over, the clock? run down, but the feast is
still set,

The moon grows dim and the stars are few; morning has comne
to the world.

At a thousand gates and ten thousand doors the fish-shaped
keys turn; '

Round the Palace and up by the Castle, the erows and magpies
are flying.

Anon., first ceniury B.C.

The Golden Palace

We go to the Golden Palace:

We set out the jade cups.

We summon the honoured guests

To enter at the Golden Gate.

They enter at the Golden Gate.

In the Kastern Kitchen the meat is sliced and ready—
Roast beef and boiled pork and mutton.

The Master of the Feast hands round the wine.

The harp-players sound their clear chords.

The cups arc pushed aside and we face each other at chess:
The rival pawns are marshalled rank against rank.

The fire glows and the smoke puffs and curls;

From the incense-burner rises a delicate fragrance.

The clear wine has made our cheeks red;

Round the table joy and peace prevaii.

May those who shared in this day’s delight

Through countless autumns enjoy like felicity.

Anon., first ceniury B.C.

Fighting South of the Castle.
They fought south of the Castle,
They died north of the wall.
They died in the moors and were not buried.
Their flesh was the food of erows,
“Tell the crows we are not afraid :
We have died in the moors and cannot be buried.
Crows, how can our bodies escape you?”

1 A water-clock.
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The waters flowed deep

And the rushes in the pool were dark.
The riders fought and were slain:
Their horses wander neighing.

By the bridge there was a house!
Was it south, was it north ?

The harvest was never gathered.

How can we 