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I have the honour to submit the first Administration Report of this
Department for the period commenocing fromy 1st September 1931 and
ending with 31st March 1933 on the pmelioration of the condition of
the Backward Classes. In accordsnoe with the recommendstions of
the Depressed Classes and Aboriginal Tribes Committee, Government
were pleased to appoint me as Baokwerd Class Officer with effect from
1at S8eptember 1931 in addition to my, duties as Criminal Tribes Setile-
ment Officer and Beoretary of the Bombay Presidenoy Borstal
Association. Mr. D, Symington, 1.CS., held charge of this combined
Department from 25th February 1932 to 14th Qctober 1932, For the
rest of the period covered by the reports the ocharge was held by myuself.
Government were also pleased to sahotion the post of sn Assistant
Backward Class Officer and Mr. M. K. Jadhsv, B.A., was appointed
in this capaoity with headquarters at Dharwar from lst November 1931
to 24th January 1933 on whioh date he reverted to the Revenue Depart-
ment. The poat remained vacant until 3nd July 1933 when Mr. Bolomon
Benjamin, B. A LL.B., was appointed with headquarters at Ahmedabad.

Cusamcrnon oy Bacnunn CLasses.

2. As therq existed no eommon definition of the Backward Clanses
for all purposes such as educational privileges, recruitment to servioes
and representation on public bodies, oonsiderable difficulty was
experienced in the beginning in explaining to the public, snd local
authoritics which exactly were the Classes contemplated by the Govern-
ment of Bombay by the use of the torm * Backward Classes . In oon-
suitation with the Baokward Class Board and this Doplrtmmt.
Government have now passed orders on the subject under Government
Resolution, General Department, No, 9330, dated 29th May 1933,
Aooording to the list now sanotioned and published by Govemmunt the
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Backward Classes include three schedules {i) Depressed Classes,
() Aboriginal and 10l Tribes, and (i0f) *“ Other Backward Castea ™.

Representations wero regeived from aeveral castes for inclusion among
the schedules of Backward Classes. Their cases were considered by
“the Buokward Class Board and in a few cases their inclusion was resom
mendel to Government, Ingeneral, however, most of the castes desiring
torhe inoluded smong the Backward Classes were not socially or eduaa-
tivyally so backward as the castes already grouped by Government as
saskward Classes. The inclusion of such anstes would be detrimental
to the interests of the communities now classified as * Backward " as
- the latter would not be ablo to compote suocessfully with these relatively
more advanced olasses in scholarships eto. The Board was unarimous
in desiring to', ép tho lists of cnstes within as small limits as possible,
so that the efforts of the Department might not be dissipated.

Privary EbucatioN oF BACKRWARD CLASSES.

3. In acvordango with the recommendations of the Depressed Classes
and Aborigina]l Tribes Committee, Government have reaffirmed by
(overnment  Ciroular, Dducational Department, No. 206 of 23rd
Deoember 1932 the polioy that there should be equality of treatment
for sll lasses of ohildren in publicly managed educational institutions,
and that in partioular all pupils should sit together regardless of olass
alistinotions.  Although admission is not refused to the pupils of
Depressed Classes in suy of the publio echools, some distinction is still
observed with regard to the acating of these children especially in
villages. Such cascs are gradually being brought to light.

In a fow villages in Gujerat it has been reported that the Depressed
(lassen themselves are not willing that their children should sit adjacent
to the other children, and in one case the School Board took agreements
from the Depressed Classes to the cffect that they did not wish that
their ohildren should sit alongside of the caste children. Undoubtedly
sogial pressure is somctimes brought upon the Depressed Classes by
tho ensto Hindus, on whom they are dependent in many respects, to
expreas their unwillingness for their ohildren to sit by the side of the
chilleen of casto Hindus, In somoe of these cases if the departmental
officers compel such Depressed Class pupils to sit along with other
ohildron, the parents withdraw them from the wshool altogether in
ordor to ploass the village people.  If they fail to do so, they incur the
displeasure of the latter, Nevertheless appreciable progress has been
made and steady vigilance for the next few years should result in
a vomplete victory in this diretion,

1. The policy followed in this Presidenoy recently with regard to
the eduvation of the Depreased Classes is the encouragement of common
sshooly ag opposed to separato sohools for these Classes, provided lh:lt‘
this does not cheok the inereass in the number of pupils attending schools
from the Depressed Classea. [ have observed that the closure of the
separate sohools is being carrind vut by several local authorities, but
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~unfortunately in some cases this has been dono without repard to the
important proviso ** the attendanoce of Depressed Class chililren should
-not fall thereby . In one municipal arca a Depresaed Class special
school was closed in the miildle of the school ycar and no provision was
made for absorbing tho chiliren into other schools. Tha Depresacd
Class children who did attend a common school of that area dul not
have their names entered in the school register for several monthas,
Such lack of care is one of the reasons for the decrease in the number
of Depressed Class children attending schools during the year, which
has been noticed in sore arcas.  According to the Satara District School
Board Administration Report there were 8,631 Depressed Class children
and 149 Aboriginal and Iill Tribea children under instruction during
the year 1926-27. The corresponding figures for 1931-32 stood as
7,664 and 97 respectively.

The Educational Departinent’s report for 1931-32 shows an inorcase
in the number of Depressed Class pupils in the Primary Schools—

1929-30 . . . 60,006
1930-31 - . . 60,807
1931_32 L .. -n 6‘.239

The cflect of the closing of the speoial Depressed Classes primary schools
will be mainly shown in the 1932-33 Educationsl report and these figures
are not yct available. I trust the total figures will show no deorease,

5. Some local authoritics have given eflcct to the idea of interohange
of teachers Letween the common schools and separate schools.” Govern-
ment have given a valuablo lead in this matter by the introduotion
of a Depressed Class teacher in cach of the Practising schools attached
to Mcn’s Teschers” Training Colleges. There has now been more than
& year's experience in the motter and the experiment has been successful.
I am advising all local authorities to follow the example of the Govern-
ment Practising schools, as I feel this will Le an important factor in
raising the Depressed Classes. Again, if the Depressed (lass master
of a Depressed Class special school is appointed to the common school
to which the Depressed Class pupila should go when the special schiool
is olosed, it will greatly encourage the Depressed Cluss pupils to go
to the new school. I have been grestly cheered Ly the courags and
firmness shown by some School Bosrds and Administrative Oflicers in
cnforoing the scating of the Depreased Class children along with other
pupils and in the introduction of Depressed Clasa teschers into the
common schools. To resist sucocssfully the pressure of the ultra orthodox
in such matters is no easy task.

6. During the year 1920-30 there were 23,161 Aborizinal Tribes
ohildren attending the Primary Schools in this Presidency. This number
dropped to 20,608 for the year 1030-31, Lut it is satisflactory to note
that the number of chillren has increased again to 23,180 for the year
1931-32.

7. In the matter of progress of Primary LEducation of Backward
Classes much depends on the ¢o-opcration of the local authoritivs und



the steps taken by them for inoreasing the facilities to Depressed Clasaes
and Backward Class children. Tho&dmmutnhonrcpom:
severa] School Boards show that soholarships to students of Backwa
Classes have been sto as & measure of retrenchment. For exam
the Poona Hunicipnlpgzgoo! Board which had provided Ra. 3,450
ial soholarshipe to Depressed Classes in 1931-33 dropped the scholar-

ips eatirely in 1933-83. Bimilarly, the aids for purchasing alates,
books, ste. for children of these Classes have also boe;a’quonunued in
many oases. The resson given by the Jocal authoritics is that they
had & 30 per osnt. out {now redused to 14 per oent.) and chose this as
one of the ways of retrenchment. But it seems to -me unfair to the
Backward Classes, and probably illegal also, that the whols of the allot-
| ment for the Backward Clsases for Soholarahips, slates, books, eto, should
'be eut. There is danger of & great waste of public money if pupils
do not have slates, pensils and books. It is tragio that in making the
mm-mgorun}hnﬂabiynotmpplmthmmh.thom
great loss inourred by the of in the pupils is forgotten.
The attention of the Director of Publis Instruotion boen dzawn
to the anomaly and he is taking up the matter.

8. There is & great need for resruiting more teachers in the primary
schools from the Backward Classes and specially from the Depressed
Class saction of the Backward Classes. Unless this is dons the amal-
gamation of the speoial sohools with the eommon sohools may not lead
| to any large measure of suocess. Bince the transfar of the sontrol of
primary education to the local suthorities, the recruitment of primary
school teashers ia under their control. In the light of the figures of
1-301'1;"h itment ;fﬁukmm Class mhm&.meind tm;htixo uhc'nyomflog:
suthoritics, ve examining position., poliey o
School Boards waries suriously from district to distriot, and [ have
tried by eomparison of figures to stiz up the laggard Boards to recruit
more Class toschers. In Bombay City municipal schools
nearl taumtdthahohsnmhnmms Depressed Classes.
The pur Municipal Schoel Board has also the same peroentage
of toachers from thess Claasea. It is hoped that the rest of the Bohool
lMdmmﬁmdmhm!mnWMiw,
will follow the example of these Boarda.

Ssco¥DarY 4ND m:_mum.

9. The Backward Class Officer is suthorised to utilise part of his
allotment in awarding scholarships and foes to Backward Class students
studying in schools snd oolieges in specisl cases. During the period
under report several applioations were received by ms for scholarships
sod other financial amistance from Backward Class boys studying i
high schools and collegre. Thess were forwarded to the Edusational
;nrmmmmmm&p‘mmt
in the usual way. In oartain exoeptional deserving oases where soholar-
ships oould not be granted by the Educationsl Department I have
awarded acholarships in eousuitation with the latter from the funds
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at my disposal, 1is. 1,912 were spent in this way during 1932-33 by
awarding 55 scholarships. T have also paid part of the College fees of
two Depressed Class students during the year. One Depressed Class
student was paid a scholarship to help him in his law studics. T have
also paid & small grant of RRa. 50 for the addition of a temporary kitchen
to the Depressed Class Hostel at Belgawn under the Karnatak Depressed
Class Education Sooiety, Belgaum.

BackwarD Crass Special SCHOLARSHIFS.

10. The number of speeial scholarships for Backward Classes for
Primary Education need to be increased. This need was recognised
by the Backward Class Board, but having regard to the state of provincial
finances, the Board suggested a reduction in the value of these scholarshipa

land a corresponding inorcase in the number of scholarships. The sugges-
tion was sccepted by Government. Still more scholarships of this
kind will be nceded as soon as funds are available,

11. In the oase of echolarships for seccondary education {or Dack-
ward Classes, it is notioed that several scholarships lapse to Government
every year for want of suitable candidates. In the year 1931-32 out
of 174 special scholarships sanctioned by Government for Dackward
Classcs, only 110 were actually utilised. The orders of Government
that vacant soholarships should not bo re-awarded during the year was
partly responsible for this, DBut an important reason scems to bo lack
of knowledge on the part of Backward Class sandidatea about the scholar-
ship examinations, and the mode of submitting applications within
the presoribed period to the Liducational authorities. These are being
repeatedly brought to the notice of Backward Class District Committees
and the lcaders of Backward Classes in the conferences organized by
this Department and the Ilead Masters of Iigh and Middle schools
are also being requested from time to time to help the candidates in
scouring the scholarships. I have rcason to believe that the number
of soholarships lapsing during the ourrent year will be very few.

HosTELS FOR DEPRBSSED CLASS STUDENTS.

12. Besides the Government Depressed Class Hostel, T'oona, which
is the only hostel in this Presidenoy for Depresscd Class students run
entirely at Government cost, there are many hostels controlled by private
agenoics which have been recognised for grants-in-aid from Government.
Grants are being paid to most of these hostels Ly the Educational
Department in consultation with myself. The cost of runuing the
Government Depressed Class Hostel, Toona, with accommaodation for
00 Loys, came to lis. 12,105 for the year 1931-32, Lconomics were
effected in thisa hostel and the Backward Class Doard recommended
that the savings ¢ffected thereby should be devoted to increasing the
assistance given to Depressed Class hostels run in the mofussil by private
agencics, This suggestion has been accepted by Government,



There is & great variation in the running oosta ol these hostels. In
the hostel founded by Mr. Bhaurao P. Patil in Batars wherein Depreased
Clasa boys live with other osate boys, they do their own oooking and
house work snd a oertain amount of jarm work also. As & result the
monthly expenditure is abont Rs. 4 only per head. It is imponsible
for all hostels to reach this standard of simplisity, but undoubtedly
it would be to the real interests of the Depressed Clsss boys if they
did more of the hostel work themselves, and if & very simple standard
of living was maintained. , :

- RecrRUITMENT 70 PUBLIO 8xRVICES.

13. Amistanos to Backward Class sandidates in obtaining employ-
ment in the various Government offices throughout this Presidency
has formed one of the main activities of this Department, Government
have impreased on sll the appointing authorities that whenever qualified
osndidatos of the Baokward Clasees are available, they should give
preforence to them for reoruitment ¢o clerical posts. Government have
also prescribed & minimum of 10 per sent. for members of Deproesed
Classes in menials’ posts exclusive of sweepers and have directed thas
applioants of these Classes ahould be given preference till the preseribed
peroentage is reached. The orders of Government have beea brought
to the notige of the Backward Classes by this Department from time
to tims, and in some oases the appointing officers have filled up vacancies
bmeting the candidates by us. Names of Backward
Class candidates for various posta such as olerks, teachers, eonstables,
bailifls, talathis, peons, postmen, forest-guards, ets, are recorded and
where pomsible are submitted to suitable Departments, During the
{:nn 1931 and 1933, 78 snd 57 men from the Depressed Classes have

recruited as constables in the warious distrista by the Police
Department. There is & great varistion in the number of Depressed
Class Polios reoruits taken by the different distriots, variations which
oannot be wholly explained by differences in the resruiting material
svailable in the soveral districts. I have drawn the attention of the
Distriot SBuperintendents of Polioeconoerned to thisaspeat of the question.
In Deormbar last, two Depressed Class candidates were appointed as
Probationary Police Bub-Inspectors and they are now under training
in the Central Polioe Training S8chool, Nasik. Although the progress
made is encoursging, in view of the present retrenchment snd reduetion
of eatablishment in the several departments, it is hard to satisfy the
olaims of the Backward Classes. These Classes have had no adequate
share in the past, snd I am trying to secure the oo-cperation of other
employing agencics, partioularly the Distriot Local Boards and Munisi-
palities as they have to recruit from time to time a number of slarks,
toschers, sanitary inspectors, maistris, peons and other staff.

Housing or vuR Backwanp CLasszs.

14. In Sholapur, Hubli and other big eities whers the Backward
Clascs have migrated in search of work many of them are found to be
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living under unhealthy and unatalle conditions. Some are without
homes and in other cascs several familics are living in the same hut
with temporary partitions. Others again aro living in temporary huts
unauthorizedly on open pirces of private or publio land.  Their housing
opens out big questions whiob can only be attacked gmdually, Their
needs have in some cases becn brought to the notice of the Municipalitics
and the Collectors and suitable sitea are being aclected for them in
consultation with these authoritica.

UsgE or PuBLiCc WELLR, DIHARMASHALAS ETC.

15. As early as 1923 the Bombay Legislative Council pasaed
o resolution that the Depressed Classes shoull be allowed to use all
publio watering places, wefls, dharmashalas, dispensarics, eto. maintained
out of public funds. The local bodies were advised to consider the
desirabifity of sccepting the recommendation made in the Council
resolution. The Legislative Council also passed another resolution
in 1926 rocommending that disoretionary grants made by Government
to muniocipalitics and local boards should be reduced in the oane of local
bodies which refuse to give effcot to the Council resolution of 1923,
Government have directed in 1930 that no grant for the improvement
-of village water-supply should be paid to local boards except on condition
! that the well or other work improved or newly constructed with the
| help of the Government grant is available for the use of sll castes and
olasses equally. Inaotualfaot this order has not been enforoed. [have
! suggested ways to enforce this salutary rule and these are now hefore
Govornment.

~ From the above it will be seen that the polioy followed in this Presi-

. dency with regard to public wells has been to give access to the Depresaed

Classes over all wells owned by Government or local authoritica.
Government have affirmed over and over again the right of sll classre
to use publio wells. They have desirod that their officers ahoull negleet
no opportunity of making clear and when negessary of supporting the
polioy of Government on the subject. Loocal Boards have been callnl
upon to put up notice boards as an experiment on about L0 jer cent.
of the wells owned by them to the effeot that the wells are open for
use to all castes and classes of the public without restriction.

In spite of all these resolutions and Government ordera on the subject
progrees in the matter has been very slow. Ia several places the
Depressed Classes have informed me of their desire 1o asaert their rights
with regard to wells and tanks, but it is disappwinting to note that the
number of success{ul cases have been very few, In Nargund in Dharwar
Distriot the Depressed Classes organize] thrmselves on one occasion
and were usiog & puablis tank for about four or five days. Thecasta
Hindus persuaded the Depressed Classes to give up their attempt and
promised to consider the matter. This was followel Ly the pawing
of a resolution by the Manicipal Committee prohibiting the Depireass|
Classes from using the tank. The Asststant Dackward Class Officer
and later on I myaelfl visited Nargund and adlresand the publio with
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regard to the rights of the Depressed Classes and explained the Govern-
ment orders on the subjest. Tho Municipal Committeo reeonsidered
their decision, hut did not agree to the Depressed Classes using the
tank permancntly.

In another placo in Hotgi with the help of the Assistant Backward
Class Officcr, Bijapur, the Depressed Classes took water {from a local
board well.  The result is being watohed.

Tho question of common wells for the Depressed Classes and others
is vory important. Any attcmpt on the part of the Depressed Classes
to use one of the touchable wells results in the boycott of the Depressed
Classes and in tho villagers refusing to employ the Depressed Classes
in their fiolds or to scll them anything {from their shops.

With regurd to wells situated in Government office oompounds instanoes
Lave been brought to my notice where the Depressed Classes are not.
allowed thoe use of such wells. Ifeads of offices have been requested
in such oascs to allow the Depressed Classes to draw water from these
wella.

I think that progress in this direction will be more rapid as the other,
measures for the uplift of the Depressed Classes beoome more effective.
\When a master in the common village school is a Depressed Class man
and he teaches all castes, and when there aro a number of Depressed
Classca in Government servies in all grades including the Revenue and
Polico establishments, it will then be difficult for the caste Ilindus to
refuse the legal rights of the Depreased Classes as regards the use of
tho village well.

In Ootober 1932 the Council passed a further resolution recommending
that Government should reduce any discretionary grant to dispensaries
and hospitals under the control of Government, local authorities or
other Government aided institutions where the Depressed Classes are
not admitted on the ground of custom, religion or orthodoxy ot the
Hindus and where equal treatment to Depressed Classes is denied.

Backwarp Crasa District CoMMITTEES.

16. Ono of the sotivities of this Department has been the formation
of non-oiticial sommittees in sclected districts to co-operate in the organi-
zation of work for tho uplift of the Baokward Classes, These Committees
are nominated by me from amongst the leaders of the Backward Classes
and other influential gentlemen in these distriota. There are at present
seven Dustriot Committees working in Dharwar, Belgaum, Bijapur,
Sholapur, Ratara, Ratnagiri and Poona Districts. The establishment
of a Committee haa also been sanctioned for Thana District and is in
the process of formation. The Committecs are one of the sources of
information on the grievances and neads of the Backward Classes, and
form & channel of communication between the department and the
Backward Cluwsecs, Distriet Committees are also sometimes asked
to give their opinions on questions referred to them by the Backward
(lass Roard or by mysell, Important questions such as the problem
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of drinking water wells for the Depressed Classes, easures for the
prevention of dedication of girls from the Backwarnl Classes, stepa tor
be taken for the amalgamation of the special Sghools with the commen

achools, etc., were discussed by some of the District Committees and the
opinions recorded by these Committees were of assistance to the Back-
ward Class Board in finding solutions for the problems.  The Committees
are kept informed from time to time of the impertant Government
orders regarding the rights and privileges of the Depressed Classes as
well as the other Backward Classca. They have also been helpful in
supplying to this department with lists of Backwanl (lass candidates
who are seeking for service.,

This line of work has been altogether new and it is yet too catly to
form an opinion of the value of the Distriot (ommittecs. Some of the
Committecs have not functioned well. Nevertheless, they have in
many cases served a useful purpose in the propaganda work of the Depart-
ment among the Backward Class public. The Committers secr more
likely to work well if an influential and independent gentleman of some
other community is President. This helps to keep the different factions
of the Backward Classes united,

CONFERENCES AND MEETINGS AND ENYUIRY INTO THE GURIEVANCES
oF DAckwarn CLassEs,

17. Ia the course of my tour I have summoncd gonferenoes connisting
of leaders of Backward (laascs and others in these citics who believe
in social reform and removal of untouchability for asgertaining the
grievances and needs of the Baokward Clasacs.

During the period govered by the report couferenges of the Backward
Classes were held by the Baockward Class Officer at Dharwar, Bijapur,
Sholapur, Poona, Belgaum, Ratnagiri, Jalgnon, Nasik cto. In addition
the Assistant Backward Class Officer has held meetings of the Dackward
Clusses in the course of his tour. Such meetings are of valus but on
the whole experience has shown that equally effective knomledge of
the condition and necds of the Depreased Classes can Lo chtained by
talking to them in smaller groups. In some places the leaders of the
Backward Classes have formed themselves into deputations and hLave
placed written memoranda of their grievances before the Dackward
(lass Officer or his Assistants. The grievances are enquired into se
far 8s possible, anid Hrads of other Departments and local suthoritics
are addressed in the matters concerning them. The grievances put
forth are more or leas common for all Districts. In several places the
Depressed Classes have represented the difficultics experienced by then
owing to the lack of proper sanitation, drinking water, lighting anl
latrine arrangrments in their arcas. The aweepers and other menials
cmployed in the conservancy cstablishment of several municipalitica
complain that their services are treated as temporary, and no provisivn
is male for granting them Provident Fund ot pension, leave, inctement
and other facilitica, I aminconsultativn with some of the municijalitios
on the subjct, and with their co-openation I hope to forinulate workatle

mo-m Lk R 25—2
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schemes. In some villages in Gujarat hindrance is caused to the
Depressed Claases for travelling in publio buses. The drivers of the
motor vechicles yielding to the sentiments of the caste Hindu passengers
have refused acoommodation to Depressed Class members, The instances

ave been brought to the notice of the District Superintendents of
'olice ooncerned who have dealt with the offenders.

Complaints are also received that the Depressed Classes are sometimes
not served by tea stall-owners on railway platforms, and they are not
allowed the use of drinking water wells constructed by the Railway
Companica at various railway stations. The Great Indian Peninsula
Railway authoriticsa have issued special instructions to the staff
conoerned to ensuro that members of Depressed Classes are not debarred
the use of wells or refused refreshment by the tea and food stall holders.
It cannot bo said however that the intentions of the Railway authorities
aro in faoct carried out in praoctice in all cases. :

18. The Backward Class Offioer has in suitable cases urged the claim:
of the Backward Classes for nomination as members to District Local
Boards, Munioipalities and School Boards. Several local leaders of
theso Classes have realised that his would be an effective way of safe-
guarding the interesta of their communities in the various distriots and
have been pressing their olaims through this Department.

Bacxwarp Crass Boaro MgETINGS,

19. In virtue of a resolution by the Bombay Legislative Counail
Bmposing the appointment of a Board on the lines proposed by the

cpressed Classes and Aboriginal Tribes Committee, Government have
a{»pointod s Dackward Class Board consisting of nine members with
the Dackward Class Officer as Presilent. The Legislative Council
cleoted three nominecs on this Board from its own members to represent
general interests.  Aocording to the oonstitution of the Backward Class
Board, all Backward Class members of the Legislative Council are also
appointed by Government as members of the Doard. Accordingly
two Depressed Class members of the Council were appointed on the
Board. Four members were nominated by Government from other
persons having speoial knowledge of the needs of the Depressed Clasaes,
Aboriginal Tribes and other Backward Classes. The members of the
Doard hold office for a period of two years.

During the period under report four series of meetings of the Backward
Class DBoard were held. Appendix A gives the subjeots disoussed by
tho Board at cach nerics of meetings. From time to time persons having
nﬂooial knowledge of subjeots under discussion have bern ¢o-opted by
the Doard during the disonssion of these subjects. The Board has
disgusscd several important questions affeoting the life of the Backward
Classca. The resolutions passed by the Board are forwarded to Govern-
ment for consideration. The disgussions in the meetings have shown
that the Board is alive to its responsibilities. Qovernment have already
given effcat to some of the rccommendstions made by the Backward
Clasa Board and others aro under oonsideration.
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Fixaxce,
20. The expenditure incurred by the Backwanl Class Departinent

under budget head “ 37, Miscellaneous Departments” for the two
preceding years was as follows :—

s,
From September 1931 to March 1932 ., 5,458
1932"1933 aes L] L] lﬂ,ml

The above expenditure ingludes the amount spent on scholarahips, house
sitos, eto., pay and allowances of the Aasistant Baokward Class Oflioer:
and stafl, and the cost of the Doard meetings in travelling allowance
paid to members of the Backward Class Board.

C'oxcLusioN.

21. I have attempted to describe in general terms the nature of the
activities of the Department during the first period of its working. Every
day brings to the notice of the Backward Class Officer more of the
srievanoes and needs of these Classes, and the numerous applications
- and petitions regeived in this office show that the Backward Classcs are
beginning to take advantage of the protestion given to them through
this Department. In a work of this nature, it neads to be emphasised
that much depends on the co-operation of Municipalitics and District
Local Boards, and on the attitude taken by them towards these olasavs.
Otherwise several problems such as provision of sites, lights, latrines,
water-supply and other publis convenicnoes do not admit of casy solution,
The assistance reccived so far from these authoritics and from other
Government Departments has been very encouraging and the thanks
of Government are due to them for their co-operation in this work. The
Backward Class District Committees have also been assisting the
Department by communicating to the Backward Class Officer the local
griovanoes of these Classes, and our thanks are due to the Chairmen,
Secretaries and several non-official leading gentleraen of thess coinmittecs
for their valuable oo-operation.

During this short period since the commencement of the Department,
it has not been possible cither for mo or for the Assistant Backward
Class Officer to visit all the centres of work or take up detailed work
«in all areas. The stafl sanctioned for the Department bring ve

small (one Assistant Bagkward Class Oficerand 3 clerks) oomi.?rnb o
diffioulty was experienced in the organization of work owing to the
vast distances to be govered. To overcome this difficulty the
Assistant Dackward Class Oflicer’s Headquarters is now changnl to
Ahmedabad and Government have also sanctioned the post of an
organizer to assist him.

The funds at the disjwsal of the Department are also very amall,
In many ways I feel however that the smalln~ss of the funds and stafl
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have had s distinet advantage. It has enabled us to work and gain
experiense without undue expense to Government, and has also forced
upon us the fact that we must not attempt to work by ourselves, but
that we must work by co-operation with and through other Departments
of Government and local and private agencies, The work has been
experimental and we had no precedents toguide us. Nevertheless
1 feel that the progress made has been encouraging, and the experience
gained should make the work more effective in the years to come,

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your most obeflient servant,
0. H. B. STARTE,

Backward Class AOﬁcer,
Bombay Presidenoy, Dharwar.
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APPENDIX A.

MEETINGS OF THE Bacxwuu! CLASSES Bou‘.

Herial
No.

- —— — e At

Date, : Hubjects discussed.

| !!llh Devewber 1930 sud Ih Bupplying of important Government

December J011, utivns 0  pwmbers of the

) i - . lh“ll

2 ' Vo, «+] Enquiry Into e conditivn of Primary
! . . Education of Lachwand (lasses in
' T 1 selected Dintricta,

- o, ‘ ++] Enquiry with regurd to I'rimary Kobouls

) ‘ . whore Depressed (lass childrva are
! not admitted.
+ Do, +.| Question of mawanling Rachward Class
. ' 8pecial Bcholarships which have fallen
L . 'acank,

3 ' . D, ’ oo| Recruitmens of Rackward (lasscs,
: . o The quretion of thair breing aflocted by
| o sny Fcheme of retronchment.

g ' Du. ++| Rocruitment of De Clasacs as
1 . Bub-Inspectors of Palice.

7 I Do. +.| Question of formation of noo-ofivial

O . District Committare, :

L Do, +o| Clasaification of cantes,

v Do. «o| Reprinting of the repurt of the
! lk-v;:-! Classcs and  Aboriginal
t : - Tribee Committee,

10 I 13th February 1932 to 16th Feb| Formation of nonoficial Backwand

ruary 1032. Class District Committere.
n { Do. _ +«| Opening of all publis wells and tachs

o . _ toDrpnuod(Innu.

12 b Do. ¢ ..| Education of Rackward (lase girls.

1y e Do . = = wef Dodication of - girls from - Lepressed
' Classss,

| B Do, - +.]| Classification of Ambigs. '

18 Do. + | Education of Abrwiginal Trilss,

18 | Do. _ ++f Kepreaentation of DBackwerd (lasece

.o to publie budics,
17 . 3Ind Auguet 1932 to*5th Augmell The quetion of eontribution from
1032, ﬁ local bodies towanls the exproers of

. the District Commitirvs,

T Do, vo| (lamiicatiog of Tadvi Hhile,

1 o. o-| Reaervatin of peis 4o Bechwand

. (lasers in puldic service.

0 I, o] Rocroitment of Deprvesod (Lasers in

o | Do o iy Blwatin of Aburiginal

2 . ma wa ina

' Tribe,

22 | Dua, .o Question of imparting edurstion to
Fhil shikirrn in Abandebh in sl
diabrwts,

3 | LT oo] Quations of incerasing the sumleor of
larhwand (Tase Hpovial Mbolarshipe
I I'rimary Edmatum,

4 I, o of The gorstionm of redw tion of o1 jeud)-
turg of the Corvernmeni Drpresesd
Clam Hostel, s,

23 L oo Clansufiention of carirs Valamle, amd

- Burysvanshi Kol

neept J-h It 29— 3
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7]
B,

Mo,

20
Jv
b} |

¥

H

30
37

g — - T "7

Date, .

Bubjecta discuused,

3rd Angust 1932 to Sth
1932, .

Do, ..

The quesiion of obtaining common use
of wells, Dharmashalas, dispensarice
eto. for the Depressed Classcs and
consideration of the proposals to be
submitted to Government. .
Representation of Backward Classes to

lml

* [}

I,

1933,
l’ul . LA}

Sth January 1033 to Tth January,

local bodiea snd to tha Provineial

"+ Legislative Council,

Enfranchisemont of  the Depressod
Clasnca—Discussion “on  the recom-
mendations of the  Franchise
Committeo.

*os] Moasures for the p.mvontion of dedica-

tion of girls to tomploa, .
Classification of Gabita, *

Classification ‘ol Bugkward Clasacs,
additions and alterationa, to the
schedules of Backward Classes prepared

. by the Deproased Claases and Abori-
oo +. ginal Triboa Committee.
Do, +. Ismuing of pamphlets by DBackward
. ‘ Class Department for tho uplift of
: ~| Backward Classce,
. «+, Gricvanoes and neceds of the Katharis
' -, in Thaos District. .
Du, - +| Bpocisl experiments for the Education
of Aboriginal Tribes. '
Do. «o| Recroitment of Backward Classes by
¢ Incal bodics. e
Do, - s Noutel acoommodation for Backward
¢ Clasacs in Governmens High Scheols,
Dve. »+| Represontation of the Aboriginal Tribos

in the Now I'rovincial Council.

BUNEBAY | FRIFTLED AT THB ﬂﬂl.lli utvcmm rEbas



