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From 

To 

Sir, 

C. S. DEVADHAR, Esquire, B.A., 
Backward Class Officer, 

Bombay Province, Poona ~ 

THE SECRETARY :ro GOVERNMENT, 
General Department, Bombay. 

Subjed.-Report on the working of the Backward Class 
Department for the year 1937-38. 

I have the honour to submit the A.dministration Report on the 
wcrk of the Backward Class Branch of this Department, for the 
year ending 31st March 1938. 

Chnrgf'. 

2. 'l'he charge of the Backward Class Officer was held by 
f.Ir. D. Symington, I.C.S., up to 2nd November. 1937, when he 
proceeded on special duty to investigate into the conditions of the 

. Bhils and other Aboriginal and H1ll Tribes in the Partially 
Excluded Areas. Mr. W. B. Gilligan held charge of the post 
from 3rd NoYember 1937 to 9th February 1938. Thereafter the 
charge was held by me for the remainder o{ the year. 

The charge of the Assistant Backward Class Officer, Northern 
Circle, Ahmedabad, was held by )Ir. S. Benjamir:, B.A., LL.B., 
up to ~Hst October 1937 except for a period of one month when 
l1e proceeded on privilege leave and Mr. P. H. Eden, Office 
Superintendent. acted in his place. On ~Ir. Benjamin's reversion 
to the Rewnue Department on 1st Kovember 1U37, the charge 
was held by :Mr. A. Noronha, B.A., on deputation from the 
Hevenue Derartm.:nt, up to the end of the year. Mr. G. B. 
Shitole held charge as Assistant Backward Class Officer, Southern 
Circle, Dharwar, throughout the year. I held charge of the post of 
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t!: ... -A,.,.ictant. r."<'"kwul C!4.-s O:~,·er. C~ctul Circl.-. Dij,pur, up to 
1-th Ft'I->F....lrT l,;:j.~ 1 her~sf;er tl:m ~hMZ'! wu ht>Ll by \{r. 0. B. 
Shnc:e i:J ajJ;tA:n tv h;s own d lhe S.·u~h~r:t Cm·le. l)h:\rwu. · 

3. The l:~t d D&.:kwuJ (iu~'"'" chssitieJ as "~cht.·dult!tl 
C~tn - .... U'-•n..-in:ll anJ IE1 Tn~s .. an.l •• Otht!r ltlCkward 
Ch~•.. i~su..d uoJ~r Gu'tt>rnme~t H.·~)luti.m. G,•nt>ral 
~~ &rtment. ~o l):~lO. d.At~ lh\9 :.ld Dt-e··wber HJ:H, reruaine<l 
10. fvrce d:uUlg the year. 

•· The tui:uwin~ t•ble gn•t>s in!··rmatton rel.ltm;t to the narubt-r 
d Dadward CL.... rnrtl-4. tt'at'her., t't.C., u required by 
rar~~"I h ~H of the l~erurt d 'be Derre!lseJ Cl.uSt:<s anJ 
Akr.,;:r.al1nLu c~rumatc:e of 1~.\0 :-

(1) ~heJa!eJ Ca.~tt:s-
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(1) The abo>e figures go to prove that there has been an 
imrrovement in m0st respect. The number of Scheduled Caste 
children attending common schools has slightly fallen. There has 
also been some fall in the number of Scheduled Caste children 
attendincr separate schools which is mainly due to the closure of 
some of"' the separate schools maintained for them and to the fact 
that in the latter part of the year under report some agitation 
a(Tainst the admission of Harijan children into the common schools 
w

0

as carried on in some Gf the districts, particularly in the Northern 
Division. 'fbere bas, however, been an appreciable rise in the 
total number of Backward Class children under instruction as 
well as in the number of Scheduled Caste as well as Backward 
Class teachers working in the common and special schools. 

(ii) In new of the amendment effected in the Primary 
Education .!ct, whereby the supervision of the Primary Schools 
has been taken over by Government and the measures that have 
been adopted since to ensure that admission is not refused to 
a Harijan child on the score of caste it is hoped that progress in 
this d1rection will be speedier in the future and that discrimination 
against the Scheduled Castes will soon be a thing of the past. 

{ii1) The six night schools started by the Backward Class 
District Committee, Sholapur, two years ago have continued to 
work efficiently. These schools impart instruction in the regional 
languages to adults belonging to the Depressed Classes. About 
:200 Depressed Class students took advantage of these schools. 
These schools receive annual grants-in-aid from the Municipal 
Borough, Sholapur. 

Di_rj".>rential treatmmt of Scheduled Caste Children in Schools. 

5. There still appear to be a few cases of disabilities in regard 
to common seating arrangements of the Scheduled Caste children 
especially in schools which are held in t.emples. As already 
pointed out in the last year's report it is the primary duty of the 
School Boards to take immediate steps to shift such schools from 
the templ-2s. Such cases will gradually vanish if the School 
Boards concerned evince a keener interest in the matter. 

Secondary, Collegiate and Technical Education. 

6. The Backward Class students who were certified to oo·· poor 
by the Head )lasters of the schools concerned continued to be 
exerupte<l from rayment of room rent in the hostels attached to 
Government :Secondary Schools. 

According to the orders contained in Go.-emment Resolution, 
Educatiocal Department, Xo. Ul3, dated the 30th March 1937, 
'j.) pEr cent. of the Backward Cl>~ss pupils en the rolls on 1st July 
1:•3li are to he awarded free-studentships in Go.-ernment Secondary 
Schools. G0vt:rnruent in Go¥ernment Resolution, Educational 
Derartment, So. 1413 of 14th June l9Ji have ordered that 
girl students of the Backward Classes studying in Governmen~ 



S··<:>,·n l •rv ~ .. J~C'o·is sh,n:.\ ····ntm·1e t,, h., :\ lm·tt.·,l fn·~· i( th.·y 
c!ln 1-h•'W: th't tr:PT &rtJ unii.Ht> t . .' l'''Y f.·.·~. l n '"'''''d.llll't1 with 
the TP'fl~···l cr !.T~ cf I ~.,v.·n:m<'nt 1n th,, l:.Jq,· \ti•"' ll l'•T''rtnwnt 
t•~v··l U:l·l. r ~·'· :\l:jl, .!l:.·,f thd •..!lth ~.Ttt'lllb·r l.n~ • ._:1) r··r ('t•nt. 
f.f f':S{', !J !HP Tt'~t·nr••l f,>f rwkw·~rtl ('L\~~ ~tu,J,•nt,. l!\ l;t)n•rnnwnt 
!'··c•·n·luy ::-;,·J,,.,..J~ nher th ln the An~L>-t'r,Jll !'.-11•'•'1~. 

In :o.ll.ti•'n t•J Hw sch(·Luship> awu.J,·,l l>v tht• EJ•~>·Iltlt•nolll•'!'•HI
lll! nt n:ont'tuy ht lp ~" iJ, . .-,.rvm,:- stn.J,•nt~ fr>•m the lh,·kw~r·ll'h~,-,·s 
l'ta·lym.: m ~··c<•n.Ltry ~.·h•c·l~ an.l ('.,lJ,·:.:t>s by w:ly nf ~teh<>hr-.hirs 
an•l 1n lnmp ~ums w:l>< aw:\ltlt•,llw t.h1s ll .. rarlmt>nt in c~•n,;ult:ltion 
w tt!t the 1 1aect.··r uf l'ul.•l:.:: ln"t rnct~< •n ur the I·.,Juc:t tl<llta.l 

I n•rccton concernt·J. Tlw tllLll atllount t''ll'cn•lnl in thi>t w:l'lllt't' 

Junn:.; the ye:u w:u I~.i. :J,V 10. S•1ch hdp w:~~ ).!iV<'Il to the 
at:J·l~nh who were h"nuinf'ly in nt•eJ of help t<) enablt' them to 
rrcsecute their further studies. 

Govcrnm(,nt un·lt>r their EJucatioual Oeputnwnt, No. G:\71, 
d lt•·d tht> 21;th ~ovember 1V37, sanctic·twd schularihips t•) U 
d the Sche.lul···l Caste student~ in Cult ... gt•s who were not Ill 

rtceipt of sp<'ci.d schd:1rsh1ps; ~tl (•f the Dq resseJ Chs>~ stn.l••nts 
in uon-Gowrnm,.nt Colle!.!t'S were awarJe,i fall n·mi::~sit)O c•f f•·cs 
f,r tLe secon.l term. Some Z:J students reaJing in the UovernnHmt 
Art~ an,l Prof,.,,wmal Colleges who were not in rl'ceipt of 
fr• e-,.tuJent'lbips were grant .. d full fr~e-studentships. ~kheduled 
Caste ~»tnd ... nt~ 10 Government secondary Sl'booh were abo g1ven 
fn·e 11tudentships. 

GL•Hrnment also sanctioned grants aggregating to Us. 5,000 
tv tbe tanning schools . 

• \ sum c·f Hs. 6,000 was Ji>;tributed amongst the Provincia.! 
lluipn s~vak Sa.n~hs for carrying on th~ir educational activitie» 
anJOn;:~t these class•·s. The institutions working for the uplift 
d til~ .H>Ori~·n •I an.! Hill TnbeiJ in the Parti,llly Exci1Jded Area~. 
viz., ( ll The Dbil Sd•;a. ~IanJ,ll. Doha.d, (~) The Dang SeVI\ 
)LwJ:•l. Bl:.:lan. District Na.,,k, and nJ th•! Bhil Sudh••r:t 
S 1ruiti. Dhula, also received a Government grant c,f It!!. :J,O(JO 
io all, f.,r condt!ctin.:; their adivities arnoogQt these tribe~. 

Three S-:Le•luleJ Ca.,te stuJenh studyin~ abroad were given 
a..: hoi u-,l.ip amounting tu Its. J,Vuv by Govt·rnwr~nt. A non
rec•uri:J;:::- !::rant <•f I~a. 400 wa.; a.J;o saactiow~d to th<! LrlitJII 
f>v;p··LPC: Huu"e, P<•OO;l, fur providing aceormHo<L,ti,Jn an<l rr·rp1i~11e 
"''luipment fur the C0l!ege studenh in l'onna. 

Tbt:~e Wt'fe SC•!Jle uf the sper;ial measure~ auopted Ly Guvern
ment Juri.1g tb~ y<:a.c unJe::r reJ,or& with a vww to tncourag'" 
e·luc~tic·n a:non.;s t the Sched :1led Ca6t<:s. 

7. An amoa:1t of L3 .. rH wai distrib11ted iu schrJ!anbip~ to 
poor EclckwarJ CLI!!:> stu·lencs receiving ted,nica! training in 
n.ril~us institutiocs. One . Sche.Ju.!d Ca~t~ g;d un•l··r:..:•,in~ th·~ 
n ur~ID6 CL•ll r5~ m the Cn·ll Hos p1 t.~I at Bd;:;'i urn Cull t 1 n u•:•l to be 
r·a.iJ a mcnthly schd.ir:.hip 0f Hr>. 1-i. Th1i !<o.:brJI..lro;hip wdl h<: 
continued to h~r ti:l she f.ni~h.-i h~r cour.;e. 



~ .... ~ ~[ fi"' H~ffr,. f~~~~ .... ~ .· ~[ URI" ·. 
-- -- --H~ '1·l · terj~r --· ···- i.U t 
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f I , ![f f ~· .l r ~ l • ~·-··~ -· s rt t 
r r . ~r ~ t ~~d J iHt i i ~ i uir· .. ~~: ~ 

U'lll ~ li J~l S~~if , rn ~ ··-;l~f 1f( • . 
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s.n.l 
~;~ :.;~n• vf tbelt _l!'tt•l .. l;r\nt~ t'•1J (hH"tt"-

1 ~lj; " 
I{"_ .. I'· 
J."")j 0 0 

~~.;.1 l' tl 

1,l1 .l' ll ll 

H7 0 0 

Vll 0 0 

1 ~ Sl.r1 l:bcl.a u.: .. B.,.. L111 Hou ... _ J.,:;p''" ;:,\) 0 0 

11 Shn Sh..h11 Cbb otru,.!i l>··!·•-"1 C:.o.-a H---1~1. :-, ... ~ :-J •I ll 

JIJ 0 u 

1 •I) 0 0 

H ~IUOCJ &>.ni.nl( Hou...,, P<X-na 1 hi 0 0 

.lt~) 0 u 

16 K.ot •. ui Hoe\ool, \\ s.Ja 1JO 0 0 

11 lL-L<-1 f, r T .. hi J;h.J,, \_o'..l ;~·,,, 0 0 

1, llti 0 0 

U l>".t nJra Hari,an llo..!d, [li.ul-a ~,1) 0 0 

4•:-l 0 0 

.; II) 0 0 

J2j 0 0 

U G ..... dl ... A-bram, GO<iliu .;~1 0 0 

;~t;o 0 0 

3:!1 0 0 

iO 
1 

Hari,an 5tudcn\·a Hc,o~ootl, I:;•;al'ur l,GJO 0 0 
I 

-J1 H..n.&A \"',Jyarthi V.-u tir:h, l::&r~ ,',Qj 0 0 

i., _ 1Un~4D Vidy-..-uu !',: .. ya.. I>pJ.;i '1 ~t~ u 0 

~ ILn_all Sc•~hr'uu, .\hL..edruqar 61J 0 I) 

---------
l),~Jl 0 0 

X.B.-Ba;j.le~ th~ aoo•e grana-iu-u·l wocti·,n on • ;• r "'>'l<J b...., ... , • •urn d 
IW. 1J.l6t .... d.~t..'iook\1 am'Jr.::; the Pr')Vlucial u ••• ;.n s.e .. ~. ,.;,.!l,h;>e, Iu-:.t~WAH 
~ kr the Bru:;a and A.bor.gual Tnt. l!l par:.a.ly e-re.•!ied :.rea• "''·I <-tb~r 
iD&Utut;on.. lor 5-ohda:ee Ca.ot""' hr prm":-lin6 edacati'>IU< Loct.,;."'· wed•~·n~. e:..;. 
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In a.laition a sum of Rs. 1,000 was d1stnonted amongst the 
Dc-rn·55seJ Cla.;;s Hostel;; for books. medical aid, general help, etc., 
pro rat:~ to the numbu d student;; in them. 

Tl.esc hc.-stel5 are not exclusi\'ely rueant for the Scheduled Caste 
,tnd-:nts · thev are also o~n to poor Backward Class students and 
it is hor:::,J that more stude:cts from the Aboriginal and Hill tribes 
wi:t ta;;e ad>anta,ge cf them.. 

A "f-tcial additional grant uf Rs. 1.200 was pid by Go>ernment 
to the St.ree Sh3.hu (;hhatrapati Boarding House, Satara, since 
it is a mo-iel imtitution and does commendable work. Here one 
can see the touchable as well as the untouchable students freely 
mo,--;.!1.,. and dininJ' t.:-gether, cooking their food in tnrns, no 
di::tinc~ion whatsoe.-.:r being observed. This institution serves as 
an ex.ample for tte others to follow in dealing with the question. of 
erad.:c3.ting t;nto-uchability . 

.l.s the authorities in charge of the Depressed Class Hostel at 
A.hmedab3.J were unwilling to ron the hostel due to financial 
stringency the man3gement of the inst1tution has been entrusted 
f.) the Gnjnat Harijan Sevak Saugh and Government ha>e 
rromised an annual grant-in-aid of Rs. 5,000 to that body. 

R!~Tuitment to Public Serr:ices. 

10. The stand:ng orders of Go>ernment for recruitment to the 
PG.blic Service:~ as summarized in the last yea!:·s Administration 
Report remained in force during the year. The r·rogress made in 
tti:~ cirection is encouraging. Government have also been issuing 
orders from time to time to the Heads of Offices directing them 
to s-:-e that the instructions contained in these orders are strictly 
c.-bsen·ed. One of the main actinties of this Department is to 
render aid to Backward Class cwdidates in securing employment 
in the variol.l.3 Gowrnment Offices. Registen of cand1date;; from 
a:non~st the B1ckwarJ Cla::ses seEking employment in Go>ernment 
serncE' continued to be maintainEd in the m:1in office as well as in 

, tte (o:::ces d the . .hsistan~ B.1c::.ward Class Officers. In accordance 
with the uders of Government lists d Bac1.-ward Class candid<ltes 
are bf::r.g s.rrplied twice annoally to the Heads of Department.;; as 
ohervel in the last repc·rt. They are also supplied to all recruiting 
o=:cers on d-:mand but it needs to he impressed upon all appointiDg 
c.:::.cers tb.t tt.is does nc.t absd>e them from the responsibility of 
find1::tg out t=-.erus-.::l>cs saitlb!e Backward Clas3 nndida.te.,. eit.her by 
t:::tqrriry c.r ly aJferti::ement in local newspapers of the posts w be 
~:eJ so that the quotas fixed by Go>ernment may be fully reached 
lrl c.:;urse d time. 

h is somftin::es ol:serwd that apppointing officers are not strictlv 
f:.l:cwi:::g the seheJ,Jes of chssuica.t!On masmuch a;; i' is ncticed 
t::.at some cf the canJioat2s actua!!v cOILina nnder the 
IntermeJ;a.te Ch;;st-s are emplvyeJ nnder the mistake~ noti•·n that 
t~ey ~re fr0::n the Backwa~d Cl3.55eS. To r·re>ent such errors it is 
s::gg-=;;;ted th.H o~cers while making aprointment3 should strictly 



a.Jh,re t.> to· s..··_.,J.;}· ... , of 1>",·\.w.u l CLu--~~ rn:lt-d ~ .1:1 

a.:cn:::J.:,mnwnt t.~ n~w··r--;.·ut>:~t l~~s.)Ll:i~'a. G ·"1erlll ll•'{'>trtmo:>nt. 
~., ~t.\ :n. dtt.-·1 th ... lrJ ll,-,·,ml-..r l.Lil. 

hL'rn. ltl. u n•.;: •r·i:CJ..: tl.t• 0.1::.~ t'f l f n~;.. \'.U.J c: \...,., C.Alhh-ht.-11 

ti lfiD,! tl;t• :e1r U~d<'r r~1:•·1t f.•r Whtml ro·s:tlt)fli \h'rC lh..:tlft·J Ill 

the \'HhJ'l~ {i .. ''"•'r:l!U<'~lt ,,~!i.~·" thr<~·1..;h tho> 11,;· o~·v •·C th1:1 
Derutm•·nt B :.:i•·,a 1:1 tl~e s'.ll·.-•l:1el t,[,:.... · 

I'_.lrw",J CiJU-.•• 
~·h«i·•l· J 

<'lb·~ 1'1•11 ~·b....tn:e Tnt.. I. 
lwt..._ 

\.:1'1-.&t* ~. 

- - -· 

1. GnJ\la:., ·j -l 

1'1 u H 

S. Primar:o School Fi~.al lJ ~ 'll 

4 f•; '.() 

To~.a< ... ~-----;;---7-9- --11_6 __ 

Thi!i "'x.clu.Jes a number oi c.l!le!i wbt:rein U.H:kw!lrd Clas;~ 
canJiJJtes S[[•heJ Jirectly to the V!lrioui 3ppoint10g a.utboriLies 
and aecureJ ll['{"-•intments. 

Trai,•ing of n.,cku:ard C/,,,, crmdi.J,,tea in Office l'roct:durt. 

11. Two ll.k:kwarJ <.:lt:-:i caodiJ~tes Wt'r .. entertained in this 
Der:utiuen t on 11 nwntLly sdH.I.I! sh 1p uf I~s. J ~ t•_t learn otlice 
routioeo. Both these t.a.ve uow l't.-c"ured S['f·Ointrnenta in Govern· 
rueot senice. Twa ,;ort <A tn~imn;;: i>~ fuunJ to be very u-;dul in 
rrerarin~ B.&ck'Aard ClJ.S>~ candiJ..t.te.; fur t:ntry int.) nuverum..-nl 
b<clVlCe. 

Erperiment~ ill Ilvu~in") Si.lti!. 

1:!. :\Ientivu \US IDJ.•le iu tLe l~t year'o l~epod uf the' 
develupment uf housin; site:> fur mt·rnl"'rs (,f the B.tckwa.rJ Classt·l 
in the following I'lJ.ce-> . 

.!.kluj and Barsi in SLol al'ur IJ;atrict. Shoh~;ur &n<l \' a.Julil 
Budruk, Sh~::vg.1on Ta.laka, district .\hmr,dna;!u. 

(a} .l/..luj in Sho~:zpur Di.,trict.-Th~ J-ht~ are intenJ.::d to he 
given w D.::pr""ssej Cl.u~es u w~ll ai t<1 Cnm!lJal Tril,e'l licen&ees. 
tiix plo~ htn·e up till now be~o granted to IJ.-prest-ed Cla3s 
member:> &nJ liJ l,l,:_,ts to Cri:nin1l Tnbe! license-::<>. 

,z,, .llunici1 .. :~ll,Ir&-l jor Bh:sngi•' du.u;[.; at L:cu&i.-Th•: :\! unici • 
:t:"'L:~; ~a3 rc..rJlvo:-J to ~pread In'lrum, etc .• anl t) I'Y .,;It ro1d1 
on tue sne. Ttte ~!aruclpiLty Lu f11rther rc~·...!Ye.! to c"nst~uct 
one /(•r two ro-:;m3 th<-re anJ to f!!'l.'lt tL~m oa Ie~'-e a.t 4 nrJrmnal 
rent to the &:hed:llcJ C<i5te;;. Th~ c:.an.:;i3 will h:nt: a prior 
cb.im to the room.-; that will be construc~el by the ~Ianicipa1ity. 
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1c1 Paujarpole Mang Colony at Sholapur.-The layout of plots 
for the hla.ng Colony has been duly approwd by the Consulting 
Surveyor to Government. A large plot of grounJ in ~h~ ~ld 
Judae's Court compound has also been reserved by the hlumc1pahty 
for the use of the Depressed Classes. The la.yout of the site was 
prepared by the ~unicipa.lity and the plots will soon be made 
available for these classes. 

(d) Vadula Budruk. Shagaon Taluka. district Ahmednagar.
As the present :Maharwada. is subjected to the floods of tbe X ani 
river it is proposed to acquire one acre and eight gunthas of land 
for housing the Mahars. The land acquisition proceedings in this 
connection are in progress and will soon be completed. 

(e) .A piece . of land consisting of .!.j plots, each measuring 
40' x 40', has been specially reserved for the :3cbeduled Castes at 
Hotgi in Sholapur District. 

(j) .At Indi, Bijapur District, V~ plots ha.,-e uptil now 
been granted to the Scheduled Castes from plots on the Criminal 
Tribes licensees' free colony at an occupancy price of Rs. 7 
per plot. 

(g) Bijapur.-.A plot of land out of Sun-ey Xo. ~flu of Bijapur 
City has been reserved for providing housing sites for the Schedul:ld 
Castes and this piece of land has bern laid out into 70 plots of 
which 10 are now assigned to these classes. 

(h) Dharwar District.-Land measuring 5 acres and 3:2 gunthas 
uut of C. T. S. No. 69, Military Ground, Dharwar, i:> divided into 
130 plots of which 66 are assigned to the Scheduled Castes till now. 
Houses on 15 plots have been built. 

Seventeen out of the 19 plots in City Suney Xo. 17 of Dharwar 
have uptil now been disposed of to mewbers of the Scheduled 
Castes; of these, H plots have been used for buildings. 

A site measuring 2 acres and 10 gunthas in City Survey Xo. 35 
?f Hosayellapur for housing the Chhapparbands has been divided 

, mto 60 plots of which 35 have been disposed of ; on 11 of these 
plots houses have been constructed. 

All the plots in City Sur•ey Xo. 131 have been assigned to the 
Scheduled Castes. 

Survey Ko. 42/5 of Krishnapur Hubli was de>eloped into 
3 plots ; of these 3 are now built on. 

(i) /{aira Di.,fricf_-.\s the houses of the Scheduled Castes at 
Kathalal, taluka Kapadvanj, were situated on a small hillock which 
was being gradually encroached upon by deep ravines it was 
proposed to acquire a piece of land measuring 2 acres and 
9 gunthas out of Sunev Xos. 3:33 and 335 at Kathalal for housin<Y 
these Scheduled Castes: The acqui,:itic.n proceedings in thi~ 
t0nnection have been completed. The byoat of plots h!l3 been 
carried out and the plots will soon be disposed of to the Scheduled 
Castes of tbt:' '\"illa~e. 
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(it) With a view to taking stringent action to safeguard the · 
fundamental civic rights of the Scheduled Castes Government have 
issued orders enjoining on all officers the necessity of dealing 
severely with all cases where the Scheduled Castes are prevented 
from enjoying their rights. In particular the following steps are 
to be taken. 

{a) Award of deterrent puniE>hment by Magistrates for the offence 
of fouling the drinking water of the Scheduled Castes. 

(b) In cases where local bodies fail after due warning to erect 
notice boards on all public wells throwing them open to all castes 
and creeds, there should be a curtailment or even stoppage of the 
voluntary Government grants P!!'id to these bodies. 

(c) If a local body deliberately and persistently disregards the 
orders of Government in this respect Government will not hesitate 
to dissolve or supersede the defaulting local body and to have the 
obligatory duty carried out by their own agency at the expense of 
the said local body. 

It is hoped that these orders will soon have the desired effect and 
the Scheduled Castes will have a free and unhampered use of all 
sources of public water supply all over the province. 

It needs, however, to he emphasised that executive or legal 
action alone is insufficient to prevent caste Hindus from employing 
social boycott and other forms of harassments against these castes 
for asserting their civic rights in such matters and that enlightened 
public opinion and active support and co-operation from the 
mstitutions working for the uplift of these classes and from social 
workers are essential to achieve the object in view. 

Hecently there have been a few instances of these classes 
endeavouring to assert their rights with regard to public wells and 
tanks and such attempts have proved successful. This shows that 
the caste Hindus are gradually realising the rights of the Scheduled 
Caste people. As public opinion becomes more and more enlightened 
this long standing prejudice will disappear. · 

.Miscellaneous Grieva1,ces of Backward Classes. 

16. The following are a few of the instances of miscellaneous 
grievances and complaints dealt with by this Department:-

(t) A Scheduled Caste teacher of Por, taluka North Daskroi, 
d~strict Ahmedabad, was refu~ed ~dmission into a bus plying for 
hire between Ahll\edabad (Vwtor1a Gardens) and Vavol via Por. 
The driver of the bus on being asked by the Assistant Backward 
Class Officer, Northern Circle, Ahmedabad, to show cause why he 
should not be prosecuted, regretted the incident and gaye~·-a 
written undertaking that he would not thereafter refuse 
admission to persons of the Scheduled Castes. It is now learnt 
that the Scheduled Castes are allowed to travel by bus 
unhampered. 
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~~~~ .As the .-e;:s 1Lt'~:1t f'r t:-:t" Sd>'·b:eJ c .... t._., at r.u<. OJ.: 
an.) K :.l·a T~:: l.:"S. t ~-_.;. .. s. u: h p,,:.r, i. ~er ,s 1·1 , ,: . : .1~ ;.ht, ~ 
O:::·ll•l:~''-'0 tt." l're-ilen: tf tbe l'1<r·.:t [.,..,,:J I:,·ul. .\.J.ru,J,Ld 
.-1~ ILOT<c•l In tLe nat: r ar..l t~~ Il.n'<'''UV p ~~ Li!''\ t .. > tb.,> "< ::, 
b.\\'i~ s:nce l..,,.n cune·l cut. · • 

.a,i• 0::1 a ,-i~.~ l:y the .\ ... s:s.t..nt 1:,-:;.,w ,rJ c;,,, \ •:!.ccr 
!'o~tLt>rn CJrcl<', to the II'At'tl•·n' q:urta~ at l:r!\LJ I 1\ 10 

r:otJce.} &hat tLe ht't:ses '''f'r<! low-1\."- L J .ltd L .•. ! ln~u::· . .:Jt·n 
AC'CCILffiO<!lt;on r._,r a fami'v t;) ll1't' l'l. Tbl l'r··!>.J It d th 
EnnJvl ~I a:::ticll'li.Lty Willl ft'<j'lt ,t"J t.J rf'<lr• "" t b::t .::rit'\ .ll'l't' ,. 

the l'ill't'<'f" rs auJ the ~I.tna:.:w~ Comm;tte•· tu ,.J~h ... n· ... dn·· 
Lo cnry oat the nect:Sl'al'J HT<CCI k' th• s.e hc•u•St-8 

<1r) At Su:mi I:t:a.:ol ~Ic-hc·ll.i, Suut D.strict, it \\ ,u n•·tln ,1 
tl.st f.(heJa!e,t Caste (-t'n.,ns wert! ;::rnitly met nVt'll•t'D·-·t>,l {,1r 
•ant cf ~IurJi..:il<ll pulJI1c l.1trm.:s in their lvcal.ty. Tbe watt• r 
was repr• sentnl t.o the l'n·si•lt!Dl 0f the ~ c~nt I ;.)rotL.;h ~~ uni..:tpal1ty 
and i' is now rq-'\.'rteJ th.1\ tl.e n~>Ct"'ary rrovi,J••n L'll th1,.. 
account hu beton included in the IDll:l1Cii·all.tt·1~- t. 

It) h was rerreSt:DteJ l·v the s,·bt>Jult>J c • ..,tei t•f Bb.,r ...... 
taluka Chal1~;:;~n. Ea:.~ KhanJe,h lli~trid, tb~t one 0f tbt-1r 
marriage p-t>('essiona w.u oL,.truct. d t y tl1a \' i!L1..:•·rs. The 
U•l!ect{•r wu re.jUt:~teJ to tal.:e the DtCto,.~J.rY 1te1·s.io the m~tter 
anJ 1t Ill rept•rted tb.•t the th"I'ute hu Lten allitc .. lh ~· ttleJ 
and tbe Hll.i;.:en have •~reed DL·t to c.l•t!!e such ob3trudwo 
hereafter. -

in) TLe ~lahar,; of lhdnal, taluka Chiko.li, di,;trict 
Bd;::~um, COIDJ•lawe.l (•f fnrced labour l:,,jng E-xac:teJ frum them 
by the l'lll.i;;e 0tLctn. Tbi;t 'A'&II lorou,..;Lt to the not1ce of the 
!'rant Off.cer who made the neces;,ary enq·11ri<>s iu tb~ ru.i!ter 
and a !i,t of the duties t.:> be legitiruately J't'rfvrmed t..y tL<: 
~I.hau wu drawn up an·l i>UJ'I•iltd tv tJ,e ~Iabiirs a3 well as 
the v1llage o~cen. 

•,anl) The fediugs of the ~hha.u and the ,-jJlag .. n of Yemanur, 
.!Ji.~trict Dbarwar, \H.re becoruing atrained as the !urroer bad 
rdused to kat the drumJ and had entered the pu&l1c v.ILt~e 
tank. Enquires were made into the matter and the fact3 were 
brOUfbt to the Lotice of the I~e'fenue autbvriticS with the lt'sult 
that the grieuocea of the- Mahars hue E>ince hem redn::>se l. 

(t:iii) The DeprebSed Clasoe:i of Hubli comphine·l that they 
coulJ nc-t ~et water from the public taps until lt wa.a J<>tued out 
to them by some we:ll dislosed r*rsons after their netdi were over. 
The President d the lluL!i Munici!'ality kin,:;- mvved in tb~ 
matter, notice boada throwing the l4I·• vpen to a:l without 
a.ny distinctic,n of caste a.nd creed ba.ve now l:.eeo f'Ut up on S(;ffi6 

of tbe I·uLlic taps. 

\ti.r) The Depr6sed Cla.;;&es d .\r.nig~ri in t:,e lJbuv.u !Ji,trict 
COII:.f·!ained that they were not allowed to take water frcm the 
t&nk.. The requisite notice board3 Lne now bet::n JiUt up by the 
a.uthorities concerned on the tank at two d1!:trent J•lace«. 
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Son-ojida.l Bar-l:wara Class District Committees. 

16. The non-o5ci a.l Backward Class District Committees at 
~ho1aru.r, Bijapur. Dharwa.r and Belgaum are doing good work. 

The Cc·mf'.J.ittee at Sholapur is erincing a keen interest in adult 
eaucation and in tbe housing problems of the Depressed Classes 
at Sholapur. In addition to other activities the non--official 
Backwad Class District Committees at Dharwar and Belgaum 
have interested themselves in launching prosecutions under the 
Devadasis Protection Act X of 1934. 

The Vi"C>rk done on tbese Committees by Rao Bahadur Dr. Mulay 
o! Sbolapur and Mr. F. D. Ghodke of Hubli, in particular, deserves 
!'pecial commendation. 

General. 

17. (a) As already observed in the last year's report the cruel 
rractice of dedicating girls as Devadasis is particularly prevalent 
m the Bt'!;::aum, Dha!"war and Bijapur Districts of the Karna.ta.k. 
This practice needs to be £topped with a firm hand since the life 
of many an innocent girl is sacrificed at the alter of dedication. 
Go.-ernment hHe ~ery recently issued orders directing all District 
"!Uagi~tnt.es to instruct Police Patils, under section 6 of the Village 
Pollee Act, lSGi, to gi\e information of the commission of such 
of:'ences to the Sub-Di,isional Mas;istrate within whose local 
junsJiction the village is situated. The Sub-Di,isional Magistrate 
tt€n ta.kes cognizance of the offence or orders the police to make 
an in•est1gatJOn. 

The District Magistrate, Dhaiwar, has issued instructions to the 
i.1a.gistrates in the District, subordinate to him to accept complaints 
lo3.ged by the non-offici~} Backward Class District Com:nittee, 
Dbar~ar, &ud the Yalmiki Nayak Sa.ngh, Hubli, which have been 
extrnFted from payment of process fees. 

Of the three cases at Ranebennur, district Dharwar, in which 
prosecution I•ro.:eedmgs were instituted by this Department, two 
ended in connction of the accused. 

These connctions have caused a. great sensation amongst the 
cc•u..munities in which this cm,tom pre•ails and it is to be hoped 
that they will haye a salutary effect on all offenders. 

Tbe initiatiYe taken by this Department in this direction is 
srr!'eciatf>d by the people belonging to the communities where this 
en1 rnctice 's focm.i mostly prevalent and has acted as an inspira
tlC•n f.0 thew to a~ect their whole-hearted efforts for its entire 
f r:rrressioo. 

U) Co-u:;erati\"e Credit Societies caterina to the needs of the 
B~e:kw.s.rJ ·cJs.sses ha\e been established at ~a.ndrun and YalsJUlrr 
Yil:a;es .i::1 the Sholapur District. .A.t Xipa.ni in -the Belgau~ 
1 1 l~;tnct 1t ~as n )tlcei that t.he Depressed Classes were in the habit 
c.f Cj:;tra:-t:ng peay d;;:bts from the Pa.thans who charged them 
:,eHy i::tere~t a::::1J they were advised to form a Co-operative Society. 
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Accordingly a Co-operative Society has been started there and it is 
learnt that the Assistant Registrar bas recommended it for 
registration. 

(c) The members of this Department spare no pains whenever on 
tour, to advise all Backward Class people to abstain from dirty 
habits, to avoid drunkenness, etc., while many of their grievances 
are redressed on the E<pot by making local enquiries and advising 
the local people. 

(d) The Bombay Harijan Temple Worship (Removal of Disabili
ties) Act, 1938, was passed during the year. It is hoped that this 
Act will help in the throwing open of more and more temples to 
Harijans for worship. 

(e) The appointment of Mr. D. Symington, I.C.S., as Special 
Officer to investigate and report on the conditions of the Bhils and 
Aboriginal and Hill Tribes in Partially Excluded Areas was one of 
the important measures undertaken by Government during the year 
for the betterment and uplift of these sections of the .Backward 
Classes. The Special Officer's report contains several valuable 
suggestions which are under the consideration of Government. 

The Backward Class Bow·d. 

18. The life of the Backward Class Board constituted under 
Government Resolution, General Department, No. 8697, dated the 
26th June 1934, expired on 31st March 1937. A new Backward 
Class Board was constituted under Government Resolution, General 
Department, No. 8697, dated the 17th November 1937, with the 
Honourable the Prime .Minister as its President. One meeting of 
the newly constituted Board was held during the year and the main 
subjects discussed therein are deta.ited in Appendix I. 

Finance. 

19. The expenditure incurred by the Backward Class Depart
ment during the year under the budget head "47-Miscellaneous 
Departments-Miscellaneous-Backward Class• Officer" was 
as follows:-

(1) Pay of establishment 
(2) Contingencies 
(3) Scholarships 
(4) Grants-in-aid to Depressed Class 

and contributions, etc. 
hostels 

Additional amount transferred from " 28-
J ails, etc. '' on account of portion of the 
divis1bJe expenditure of the Backward 

Rs. a. p. 
1,503 (l 0 
7,773 0 0 
2,9ao o o 

3!,696 0 0 

43,902 0 0 

1 Class Officer and his establishment . .. 33,500 0 0 

Total expenditure ... _77,~02 O,J 
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The amo;mt of Rs. 33,500 mentioned above includes expenditure 
on account of travelling allowance for members of the Backward 
Class Board while the expenditure on contingenci'es includes the 
amount spent for housing sites for .Backward\ Classes and also 
expenditure on food charges, etc., m the Government Depressed 
Class Hostel r~t Poona. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

C. S. DEVADHAR, 
Backward Class Officer, 

Bombay Province, Poona. 

APPENDIX I. 

Important Subjects Discussed by the Backward Class 
Board in February 1938. 

Serial No. Subject discussed. 

1. Judi on Mahar In am lands. 
2. Amendment of the Primary Education Rules so as to make 

the admission of Scheduled Caste students in schools 
obligatory on the lines of the Madras Elementary 
Education Act. 

3. Admission of Backward Class teachers into training 
institutions. 

4. Taking over the management of the Depressed Class Hostel 
at Ahmedabad by Government. 

5. }:)tandardization of the wages of sweepers in Municipalities 
and providing them with work uniforms. 

6. Registration of marriages amongst the Aboriginal Tribes. 
7. Starting of a Depressed Class Hostel f~r girls at Poona.. 
8. Leasing of forest areas now lying barren to Scheduled 

Castes and the Aboriginal Tribes. 
9. Liquidation of debts of the Backward Classes to relieve 

them from the harassment of sawkars, etc. 
10. Starting of cottage industries such as poultry farming, 

weaving, etc., for improving the economic condition of 
the Backward Classes. 

11. Encouragament of contractors from amongst Scheduled 
Castes by giving them eontracts for the work of cons
tructing village wells and roads. 

h!)JIB.t.r : PRINTED 4"r THE GOVEIINIIBNT OENTIUL "I\ESII. 


