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PREFACE.

Theidea of having a book like this prepared
originated with His Highness Maharaja Sayajirao
Gaekwad, III. who, while in Europe in 1929,
happened to see a I'rench book on the organiza-
tion of a family in France, and with his usual
solicitude for the encouragement of literature on
social and economic subjects, was pleased to
order that a book on similar lines should be
prepared with regard to Hindu Families in
Gujarat and that the work should be entrusted
to me. I am very gratetul to His Highness for
this kind thought of me; and have endeavoured
in the following pages to give effect to his wishes.

The difficulties confronting one who under-
takes such a work can well be realised when it is
borne in mind that geographically the province
of Gujarat extends from Mount Abu to Daman,
a long tract of land, and includes also Cutchand
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the peninsula of Kathiawad where the Gujarati
language is spoken. The manners, customs
and mode of living of the Hindus living 1n such
a large area and comprising many castes and
creeds, have many local variations. But in
spite of this the main features of life are the
same and it is only these that can be taken
notice of in a book like this. Even these com-
mon factors have been undergoing a rapid
change under the influence of education and
absorption of Western ideas. No one need
therefore wonder if what is written to-day is
found to have been materially changed before
it 1s published.

I have fully utilised all the available
materials on the subject and especially the
various Census Reports and Gazetteers, to the
authors of which I owe a deep debt of gratitude.

Baroda, .
19th January 1932.
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CORRECTION

On page 23, line 21, delete the figure 445.



