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PREFACE v

that my relation has been not merely that of a spectator or
4 teacher, but one of friendship and real intimacy. Without
this first-hand acquaintance, it would be presumption to
atternpt a description of Bengali home-life and character ;
with it, one may at least essay the task, although conscious
of gaps in one’s knowledge and of inevitable misinterpreta-
tions. The motive of writing at all is a genuine desire
to gain and to pass on a better understanding of the life of
our fellow-subjects in Bengal than is within reach of most
Europeans in India,

No one can become familiar with the women of Bengal
without learning much from the simplicity and piety of
their lives. The virtues of the olden time still shine in the
ways of many a well-ordered Hindu household, and the
Hindus have good cause to be proud of their womenfolk,
I should like to offer this bock as a tribute to the sweetness
and strength that I have found within the walls of Calcutta’s
homes, and as an expression of gratitude for the happiness
that has come to me from the intercourse I have been
allowed to enjoy with the dwellers in these homes.

My cordial thanks are due to Professsor J. N. Farquhar,
at whose instigation and with whose generous encourage-
ment [ have ventured to begin and finish this book; to
Pandit Kalipada Mukherjee, who taught me the Bengali
language and whose mind is a rich mipe of Indian lore of
which I have made but poor use in this limited sketch;
without his willing help I should scarcely have attempted
the task of describing the Bengali woman and her life; to
Miss Marie Gasper, of the Church of Scotland Women’s
Mission, for reading the mantscript and giving uvseful
criticism; to the present proprietors of the Calenita
Review, for permitting me to use the substance of articles
written by me under a pen-name and published in their
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pages under its former management, and also for per-
mission to reproduce the photograph of the late Srimati
Kamala Devi; to Mr. Rama Prasad Mookerjee, the brother
of the latter, for obtaining the consent of his family to the
use of this picture as illustration of a Brahman lady; to
Srimati Jyotirmoyee Devi, for permission to publish her
photograph; to Miss B, Hardie, for the photograph of a
Hindu pilgrim ; and to others who have lent photographs for
which acknowledgment is made below the reproductions;
to Mr. Satyendra Nath Banerjee, for permission to use his
picture as frontispiece ; and to Mr. H. Mazumdar, for the
cover design and his picture on page 96; to Mr, O. C,
Gangoly, Editor of Ruparm, for permission to reproduce
from that magazine two pictures by Mr, J, Seal: to my
husband for revision and advice ; and to many Indian friends
who have answered questions from time to time.

Scottish Churches College, M.M.U.
Calcutla,
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