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The Impact of Great Depression on the Social Life of 
Tamils, 1929-1937 
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The World-wide impact of GreQt Depression of 1939 S was on Q scQle of 
unprecedented severity. The col/Qpse of expo'" markets. fall in the prices of 
agricultural and commercial products, and decna:re in goverment revenue 
from customs, excise, stamps and registration were the marked feQture of this 
globQI phenomenon. In India the trQde and fiscal policies pursued by the 
colonial slott! added to the incidence of the Depression and aggravated the 
situation. This paper attempts Q bril!f account of the onslaught af the Great 
Depression on the Tamil districts of MadrQS Presidency, the intervention of 
the colonial government In Madras to counterocl the Depression and finally 

. the Depression '.. lallout on the people and their response to the 
consequence .• of the Depre.<sion. 

The great Depression of 1929 affected almost all countries to a greater or less 
degree according to the nature of the economic system which each of them possessed 
India was also affected by this global phenomenon. The defensive measures initiated by 
each counuy to safeguard its internal economic system led to unprecedented decline in 
world economic activity' In India Brilish Colonialism added 10 the Depression and 
aggravated the socio-economic conditions. As the economic losses suffered by each 
nation had been terrible. the academics continued to evince interest in the studv of Great 
Depression. But the study has always been the preserve of economists' as the 'historians 
passed over it as a oon-event. In India contemporary studies were undertaken only by 
the economists K. T.Shah. P.I.Thomas and B. V.NaraYanaswamy Naidu.' Unlike in the 
U.S.A. where there was continuing interest in the study of Depression' there was no 
effort in India 10 have a fresh look al the onslaught of the Great Depression . 

Recently. a national account of the Deprssion has -been made avaliable by the 
historian D.Rothennund.; But hardly any worthwhile regional study has been attemped 
so far and lherefore. a provincial account of the Depression is still awaited. Christopher 
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