
l'REDICTION VALUE OF· MARKS· AT THE 'PRECEDING 
EXAMINATION IN FORECAStING MARKS AT THE ' 
SUCCEEDING EXAMINATION 

introduction': In earlier articles' wastage 'and stagnation in college edu­
cation were discussed on the basis of an investigation conducted in a local 
college. It was observed, in this connection, that the marks at the Second­
ary School Certificate (S. S. C.) Examination is the most dominant factor 
in determining the college career of a student. Both wastage and stagna­
tion were found to be closely associated with this factor. It was therefore 
thonght·tha~ it would be meM,.to· inve.stigale whether and how far the 
marks ilf the earlier public examination can predict the marks at the later 
public examinations. Concretely; the problem is to find whether the marks 
at the S. S. C. examination are good indicators of the marks at the Inter­
mediate examination and the degree examination in arts or science, and 
whether the marks at the Intermediate examination are good indicators of 
the marks a:tthede~ examination, The method ,of linear regression has 
been u~ed for this purpose; For the general description of the inquiry and 
the data Collected. the reader' is referred t.o the first of the three articles 
mentioned above. . 
nata under'comideratiori:TableLclassifies all students who appeared, 
for the Intermediate' Arts' ei:illliUation by the percentage marks (II). that 
they obtained in this eXamination at the ·first attempt against their per­
!lentage marks (%). at the S.s,C.· e~ation.· Only those students for 
whom both these marks' were avaHable are considered for this purpose. 
Both percentage marks are grouped in intervals of five. Table .2 classifies 
all students who appeared for the B.A. examination by the marks (II) ob­
tained at that examination at the first attempt against their marks (%) at 
the S. S. C. examination, and table 3 classifies-all those who appeared at 
the B.A. examination by their marks (II) at the ·B.A. examination at the 
first attempt against their marks (%) at the Intermediate Arts ~a­
tion. It should be noted that in the case of 'exempted' students (that is 
students who passed the earlier examination avaHing themselves of 'exemp­
tion' in one or more subjects, secured at a previous f~ure) exact information . 
was not avaHable about (%), the marks at the earlier examination, and 
they are therefore excluded from this analysis in tables 1, .2, 3.' Tables 
4, 5, 6, respectively give the same data for science students, the Inter-
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