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A Dormal procedure for obtaining age-specific fertility rates by means 
of a sample survey is to enquire about the present ages of the women 
covered by the survey and whether they had given birth to a child during 
a specified year such as the year preceding the date of enquiry. The re
ported ages are as a rule only approximate and show large concentra.tions 
at quinquennial ages ending in 0 and 5. It is therefore usual to group the 
women in quinquennial age groups centred at ages of concentration and 
derive the fertility rates for such age groups. For instance, the following 
results given in Table 1 appear in the report of the Fertility Survey 
of Poona District conducted by the Gokhale Institute of Politics and Econo
mics, Poona,l 

Table 1: AGE GRoup SPECIFIC FERTILlTY RATES FOR MAlIlIIED WOMEN IN 

_ THE CITY OF POONA 

Age Group 

13-17 
18-22 
23-21 
28-32 
33-37 
38-42 
43-41 
48-52 

Total 

No. 01 
_n 

.33 
164 
176 
188 
109 

129 
85 
73 

951 

No. 01 __ havllll{ a Group Imlilly ,ale per 
child during lh. year 01 1000 morrled women 

mqulry 

7 212'1 
32 195'1 
54 306'8 

44 234-{) 

25 229-4 

13 100·8 
4 47'1 
I 13'1 

ISO 

The group fertility rates may be regarded as- age-specific rates for the 
central ages of the age-groups. For instance, the group rate of 212.1 per 
thousand may be regarded as age-specific fertility rate for the age 15_ 
Then in order to interpolate the age-specific rates for the other ages, it is 

1 The findings of the IUI"n!)' are presented in publication No. 27 of the Insti
tute, Sut"Ut'J/ 0/ F.rlilifll ami Mortalifll i" P ...... Dia/ricl by V. M. Dandekar and 
Kumudini Dandekar, 1958. 
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