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I. Objectives and Data

1. The 1961 Census of India had been more comprehensive than
any other previous Census, in the sense that it collected a large mass
of data on a variety of social and economic aspects of the popula-
tion. In particular, the 1961 Census has presented detailed data on
the economic activity of the working population for each village,
town and city. This information is extremely useful for analysing
the economic base of individual village or town as well as for study-
ing the location of economic activity.! -

2. The present paper concentrates its attention oa the study of
about 250 urban units, each having a population of 50,000 or more
persons. If makes use of the 1961 Census data on the classification
of workers according to the various “Industry Divisions”. The Cen-
sus has grouped economic activity into the following nine Industry
Divisions: |

Industry
Division No. Description
I Cultivator
11 Agricultural Labour
11l Mining, Quarrying, Forestry, etc,
v Household Industry
v Manufacturing other than Household Industries
VI Construction .
VIl Trade and Commerce
ViIlL - Transport, Storage and Communication
IX Qther Services

* This paper was presented at Conference of the International Union for the
Scientific Study of Population held at London in Sept. 1969. Acknowledgement:
Tabulation assistance by V. S. Badari, University of Pennsylvania and Gos-
wami, Research Officer, Marathwada University. ‘
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