UNDER-REGISTRATION OF BIRTHS IN INDIA

G K. MEHROTRA?

ATTEMPTS TO MEASURE under-registration of births, through survey
ethods, were made in the Western countries in the past!, when the
registration system was very poor. Now with the registration system
of the U.S.A,, the U.K,, ete., netting more than 90 per cent of vifal
events, the need for such surveys in those couniries is practically
over. As it is, the registration system in our country is very much
deficient for various reasons, and as such planned studies? on the
Western lines, initiated recently, have become a necessity. The paper
aims {0 measure under-registration of births using analytical tech-
niques, and it is hoped that the results of this analysis would serve
as & check against survey-findings. The results of under-registration
of births according fo sex and the derived birth-rates for the states
in India are discussed for the three quinquennia 1951-55, 1956-60 and
1961-65. -
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