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PREFACE

The Indian Institute of Advanced Study, a centre of higher learning and
research, is dedicated to the exploration of ideas and the pursuit of knowledge.
Its principal aim is to provide atmosphere and essential infrastructure, con-
ducive to quiet contemplation and serious study, to a community of scholars
engaged in individual or group research.

From time to time the Institute holds seminars, conferences, and work-
shops focused on specific themes, to which leaders of thought .and action are
invited. [Each such get-together is carefully planned, as a meeting of minds
and an adventure of ideas, to generate insights and perspectives on issues of
conceptual or contemporary significance. Their proceedings are published in
the Transactions series of the Institute.

This volume brings together the papers presented at a seminar on T'he
Tribal Stiuation in India. In these papers, and also in the succinct summary
of the discussions, the reader will find perceptive analyses of the various
strands in the complex processes of the adjustment of India’s tribal population
to the idiom of an emerging nation. It is to be hoped that this volume will
contribute towards a realistic and sympathetic appraisal of the contemporary
situation in a sensitive, vulnerable, and potentially explosive part of Indian
society.

The Institute is grateful to all those who participated in the seminar and
contributed their deep insights into the problems and processes of tribal India.

The editorial responsibility for this volume was assigned to Dr. K. Suresh
Singh, a brilliant historian and a dedicated officer of the Indian Administra-
tive Service. The Institute is thankful to him for handling this task with
imagination,

Simla S. C. Dube
March 15, 1972 Director
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