
THE SPIR.IT OF INDIA 



AFRJCAN MIRAGE 
By 

HOYNINGEN ... HUENE 

Containing 128 Pages of Ttxt and 126 brilliant "bltJ;off" 
Plates from the Author's Photographs. 

"This brilliant book must surely be unique. It is the product 

of. genuine anist, working in the two media of photography 

and prose, Ihe one supplementing the other, and doing so in 

such. way that a marvellously dear and vivid picture results ..•• 

This is definitely nOI a book 10 be missed.-

Large 8vo. 

SIR CHARLES STEWART,WILSON, 

in Grelt Bril4itt ",,4 tbt East. 

Canvas. Price 12.1. 611. net. 

Publisbt4 by 

B. T. BATSFORD LTD. 

15 North Andler Street, London, W.t 





.,-., . 

I The Ghats, Benares 

Frontispiece 

Detail of a 
Water Colour by 
William Carpenter 



THE SPIRIT 
OF INDIA 

By 

W. J. GRANT 

Illustrated by 
141 Photographs 

LONDON 

B. T. BATSFORD, LTD. 
IS NORTH AUDLEY STREET, W.I. 



Fir" Published, Seplember 1938 

MADE AND PRINTED IN GREAT BRITAIN 

FOR nm PUBLISHERS, B. T. BATSFORD LTD., LONDON 

BY JARROLD AND SONS, LTD., NORWICH 



P~FACE 

POSSIBLY you have noticed that there are dead facts and living 
facts. A dead fact is a scientist's fact; a living fact an artist's. 
It has always been my impression that the laner is truer than 
the former. There is more in a rock than its chemical content, , 
and a flower in a botanist's drawing is but what his skeleton 
is to a Shakespeare. Knowledge, of course, must be accurate; 
but a mere tabulation of qualities and appearances does not, 
to my mind, constitute knowledge. Places and things are 
alive. Merely to slate what they are and what they look like 
is to distort and mislead. The true descriptive writer must be 
warmed by the very soul of what he sees; he must be his subject 
just as a novelist must be his character. India has a soul choice 
and individual. My object in this book is to give that soul 
wings. There are no nebulous weavings of the imagination, 
however. Facts are stated with clearness and precision. But 
my constant endeavour is to give facts breath; to make them 
twinkle in vivid silver not just as points of light but as things 
that pulse and quiver as the sweetest and grandest of our 
constellations. 

Probably no country in the world will overtake India in 
human interest. And yet I am convinced that we of the West 
have gone far astray in estimating India's value to modern 
thought. In the realm of religious philosophy she has done a 
great and precious thing; she has given to us the most searching 
examination of the ethical law the world is ever likely to have. 
No Greek was ever more splendid in his scientific fidelity than 
the quiet company ofIndian thinkers who made the U pani­
shads and traced the whole beauteous outline of the Eastern 
spirit. In the following pages I have endeavoured to convey 
not only the grandeur of India's mind but also the loveliness 
ofIndia's scenery. There are cities in India whose grace and 
charm are matched only by the sweetness of an immemorial 
religion. Nowhere else in the world have I been so exquisitely 
invaded by the mystic quality of life. To stand beside the holy 
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VI THE SPIRIT OF INDIA 

Ganges or in the shadow of some voiceless Dravidian temple 
on a slumberous Indian aliernoon is to come near to things that 
are among the purest and tenderest of all human aspirations. 

During the twelve odd years I have spent in the East I have 
never ceased to be enchanted not alone by her differences from 
the West, but also by a golden splendour in her spirit. India, 
indeed, has a preciousness which a materialistic age is in danger 
of missing. Some day the fragrance of her thought will win 
the heans of men. This grim chase alier our own tails which 
marks the present age cannot continue for ever. The future 
contains a new human urge towards the real beauty and holi, 
ness of life. When it comes India will be searched by loving 
eyes and defended by knighdy hands. 

This work tries to give as much general knowledge about 
our great Eastern Empire as possible, but I hope I have suc, 
ceeded also in suggesting the rich, deep ecstasy which envelopes 
the Westerner in contact with a land of so unique a character 
that a whole literature would be required to give her a song 
worthy of her grace and majesty. 

I have deliberately omitted Buddhism from my review of 
Indian religions because it no longer has a following among 
the Atyan race, although deeply respected in Burma, China, 
Ceylon, etc. 

W.J. G. 



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
THE Publishers must acknowl«ige their obligation to the photo­
graphers whose work is reproduc«i in these pages, namely: Messrs. 
Central Press Photos, Ltd., for fig. 41; Co!. P. T. Etherton, for 
fig. 7; Messrs. Ewing Galloway, New York, for figs. 6, 8, 10, II, 

IZ, IS, 16, 18,21,23. 24t 25. 26, 28,33.34.38,48, So, 51, 57. S8. 
63. 64, 6S, 66, 67. 68, 69. 70, 71, 72, 74. 75. 76, 87. 89. 91, 94-
106. 107. 109. lID, tIt, 116, 119. 130, 134. I3S. 139 and 141; 
Messrs. Fox Photos, Ltd., for figs. 13, 128, 129 and Ill; Messrs. 
Genetal Photographic Agency, Ltd., fOI figs. 20, 35 and 79; Hm 
Fritz Henle, for figs. 2, 3. 4. 22. 40, 42. 49. 52, 55. 77. 78, 80, 81, 
82, 83. 92, 93. 98, 99. 100. lOS. 122, 123. 1.2..4. 136 and 137; 
Dr. Mattin Hurlimann, for figs. 19, 31, 32, 36, 440 45, 73, 104 
and 127; Imago Photo Service, Patis, for figs. 101 and 102; 
Messrs. Keystone View Co., Lrd., for figs. 62, 84 and '40; 
Messrs. Darien Leigh, Ltd., for figs. 27 and 88; Messrs. Literary 
Services (Mondiale), Ltd., for figs. '7,53,54,59, 90,95,108,112, 
Il5 and 138; Messrs. London News Agency, Ltd., for fig. 125; 
and Mr. Paul Popper, for figs. 5,9, 14, 29, 30, 37, 39,43,46,47, 
56,60,61,85.86,96,97. Ill. II4. I17. uS, 12.0, 121, 131, 1)2 
and '42. The Publishers ate also indebt«i to the Director of the 
Victoria and Albert Museum for permission to reproduce the 
frontispiece, the original of which is in the India Museum. 

vii 



CONTENTS 
Preface v 
Acknowledgments vu 

I. Some Misconceptions I 

II. Topography and Trade 8 

III. Scenic and Other Features II 

Assam 15 
North India 19 
Down to Bombay 24-
South India %7 

N. Some Cities ofIndia 3% 
Delhi 3% 
Calcutta 38 
Bombay 43 
Madras 47 
Benares 49 
Agra 51 

V. Religions and Philosophy 56 
Mohammedanism 64 
Jainism 68 
Sikhism 70 
Western Influence 73 

VI. Village Problems 75 
VII. The Caste System and its Abolition 79 

Hindu Morality • 84 
VIII. Mr. Gandhi's InRuence 87 

IX. The Defence ofIndia 93 
X. Agriculture 97 

XI. Education 101 
XII. India's New Constitution 106 

XIII. Anglo-Indians 109 
XIV. Can Democracy succeed in India I III 

Index • II7 
viii 


