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EDITOR'S PREFACE TO THIRD 
EDITION 

THE fact that a third reprint of this complete edition of 
the Abbe Dubois' Hindu 11Ianners, Customs, and Ceremonie.s 
has been called for \vithin a period of a few years is sufficient 
proof of the high .. ralue which is still attached to the Abbe's 
observations and of the wide popularity "\"hich his \vark 
still enjoys. It was stated in my Preface to the first 
edition :-' The impression may be felt in many minds 
that a book \vfitten so long ago can be of little practical 
use at present; but the fact is that the Abbe's \vork, 
composed as it was in the midst of the people themselves. 
is of a unique character, for it combines, as no other ,york 
on the Hindus combines, a recital of the broad facts of 
Hindu religion and Hindu sociology ,,,,ith many masterly 
descriptions, at once comprehensive and minute, of the 
vie intime of the people among whom he lived for so many 
years. \Vith any other people than the Hindm, such 
a ,,,,ork would soon grow out. of date; but with them the 
same ancestral traditions and customs are followed no'\'mduys 
that were followed hundreds of years ago, at least by the 
vast majority of the population.' 

Not only in India but also in the "United Kingdom and 
the Colonies, as ,vell as in several countries of Europe and 
in the United States of America, revie,,,'s and notices of 
the ,,,"ork have appeared, bearing invariable testimony to 
the conspicuous merits of the Abbe's 'York. I may add 
that it formed the subject of the annual address of a learned 
President of the Royal Historical Society, and of the Presi­
dential Address at an annual meeting of the Hindu Social 
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Conft.')"(·nre hy the latC' )'Tr. Jn~tic(' Banadf', the fnlllOl1~ 

:\lahrat ta Brahmin leader of Bombay; and it also furniE-lhed 
n text for some observations in an important speech delivered 
in Bombay by the late Viceroy and Governor-General of 
India, Lord Curzan. 

\Vhat may be regarded as still more satisfactory, perhaps, 
is that by the Indians themselves the work has been received 
,vith universal approval and eulogy. The general accuracy 
of the Abbe's observations has nmvhere been impugned; 
and every Indian critic of the ""ork has paid a warm tribute 
to the Abbe's industry, zeal, and impartiality. Perhaps 
I may quote in conclusion here the opinion expressed by 
one of the leading Indian newspapers, The Hindu, which 
in the course of a long review of the book, remarked: 
I It is impossible to run through the immense variety of 
topics touched in this exceedingly interesting book; but 
we entirely agree with Mr. Beauchamp in his opinion that 
the book is as valuable to-day as it ever was. It contains 
a, valuable collection of information on a variety of subjects, 
including ceremonies and observances which might pass 
as trifles in the eye of many an ordinary person. The 
Abbe's description might be compared with the experience 
of the modern Hindu, who will find that while the influence 
of English education is effecting a quiet and profound 
change and driving the intellectual and physical faculties 
of the people into fresh grooves, the bulk of the people, 
whom that influence has not reached, have remained 
substantially unaltered since the time of the French 
Missionary.' 

H. K. B. 
:MADRAS, October, 1905. 



PHEFATORY NOTE 
By THE RIGHT Hox. F. l\lAx .:\liiLL.h;H, 

IT is difficult to believe that the Abbe Dubois, the author 
of J.llceurs, Institutions et Ceremonies des Peuples de l'Inde, 
died only in 1848. By his position as a scholar and as 
a student of Indian subjects, he really belongs to a period 
previous to the revival of Sanskrit studies in India, as 
inaugurated by \Vilkins, Sir \Villiam Jones, and Cole­
brooke. .1 had no idea, ,,,,hen in 1846 I was attending 
in Paris the lectures of Eugene Burnouf at the Coll(~ge de 
Prance, that the old Abbe was stilllivillg and in full activity 
as Directenr des J.llissions J~ltrangl:res, and I doubt whether 
even Burnouf himself was aware of his existence in Paris. 
The Abbe belongs really to the eighteenth century, but as 
there is much to Le learnt even from such lllell as Roberto 
de' Xobili, who went to India in 1606, from H. Roth, 
who was much consulted by Kircher in his China lliustrata 
(1667), and others, so again the eighteenth century Waf) 
by no means devoid of eminent students of Sanskrit, of 
Indian religion, and Indian subjects in general. It is true 
that in our days their obscrvations and researches possess 
chiefly a historical interest, but t.hey are by no means to 
be neglected. They make us see how the acquaintance of 
European scholars with India began, and under what 
circumstances the first steps were taken by these pioneers, 
chiefly missionaries, tmvards acquiring a knowledge of the 
ancient language of India, Sanskrit, and through it, towards 
gaining an acqnaintance with one of the Blost interesting 
peoples and one of the richest and most original literatures 
uf the world. The rcpol't~ sent from India by the Pere 
Cvmrdoux (17U7), and published by 13arthClcmy in the 
Jlcmuir.:; oj lite French Academy, the letters of the rcn.: 
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Is t.be Library of the Madras Literary Society and 
Auxiliary of the Royal Asiatic Society may be seen, in 
a con~picuous posit.ion above one of the doorways, a 
striking portrait in oil-colours. This portrait at a distance 
one takes to be that of some Hindu, clothed in white, 
wearing a ·wbite turban, and holding in one hand the 
bamboo staff that tradition assigns to a Hindu pilgrim. 
A closer inspection, however, shows that in reality it is 
the portrait of a European, albeit the face is so tanned, 
and so furrowed ,,,ith the lines of age and thought, that 
the first impression that one receives of it is not easily 
dispelled. It is a face that literally speaks to you from 
the canvas. The broad forehead, the well-shaped but 
somewhat prominent nose, the firm but kindly mouth, 
and above all the marvellously intelligent eyes, all bespeak 
a man of no common mould. ",Vhoever the artist was 
(and I have not been able to discover his name or the 
circumstances which led to his executing the work), there 
can be no doubt that he has succeeded in depicting a 
countenance that is full of character; while as a back­
ground to his picture he has painted a low range of bare, 
rugged hills that seem to be in thorough keeping with hi::; 
:'mbject, and to suggest, as a kind of inspiration, the hard, 
self-denying, but solid life-work of him whose features he 
has handed down. 

This portrait is that of the Abbe J. A. Dubois, a Christian 
}Iis~ional'y who laboured for ~ome thirty-oue ycars in India, 
:;tridng to fulfil the task which hi~ sen~e of religiuus duty 
impused upun him. .J.lcl'cly in thi~ l'c::>pcct onc can claim 
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for him no special merit, for the annals of Christian Missio1l8 
in India arc full of the names of those \\..'ho spent them· 
selycs and were spent in the service of their ,j.lastcr. His 
special claim to recognition will be found elsewhere, namely I 
in the \yonderful record ,,,,hieh he compiled of the manners, 
customs, institutions, and ceremonies of the people among 
whom he lived and moved and had his being for so great 
a portion of his life. He scellls to have recognized from 
the very first day of his arrival in India that Christian 
.Jli~sion work meant something more than the merc preach­
ing and expounding of the Gospel; that it included among 
its chief essentials to success a long and thorough study of 
the innermost life and character of the people amid~(' 

whom it was to be carried on. In his day, it must he 
remarked, there were no royal roads to such knowledge. 
There were no text-books to prepare the way by their 
critical analyses of the sacred Hindu writings. Such 
knowledge had to he gained at first hand, and hy the more 
laborious (though, it must be confessed, more sure) method 
of personal inquiry in situ. 'I had no sooner arrived 
amongst the natives of India,' the Abbe himse1f tells us, 
, than I recognized the absolute necessity of gaining their 
confidence. Accordingly I made it Iry constant rule to 
live as they did. I adopted their style of clothing, and 
I studied their customs and methods of life in order to be 
exactly like them. I even went so far as to avoid any 
di~play of repugnance to the majority of their peculiar 
prejudicei:i. By such circumspect conduct I wai:i able to 
Clli:iUl'e a free and hearty welcome from people of all castes 
and conditions, and was often favoured of their own accord 
with the most curious and interesting particulars about 
themselves.' 

Unfortunately such details concerning the Abbe's pel'· 
sonal history as ,vc possess arc extremely meagre. His 

a3 
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mode~ty hi so extreme that he rarely appears in hb own 
person throughout his work. and those particulars that 
I hayc been able to obtain have heen culled from various 
other sources-chiefly from the l\ladras Government 
f;ecl'etariat, from the British )hISetllll, and from the :'Ilissions 
t~trangeres. The absolute retirement of the Abbe from 
European socieLy for a long series of years after his arrival 
in India, though it qualified him, as ",ras said when hi.':) 
work first appeared, 'for penetrating into the dark and 
unexplored recesses of the Hindu character,' also veiled 
him in an equal degree from the curiosity of his readers. 
Major Mark Wilks, the accomplished historian of ~Iysore, 
who in those days was British Resident in that province, 
in introducing the Abbes work to the notice of the Govern· 
lllent of Fort St. George, remarked: 'Of the history and 
character of the author, I only know that he escaped from 
one of the fusillades of the French Revolution and ha:; 
since lived amongst the Hindus as one of themselves: 
and of the respect which his irreproachable conduct in· 
spires, it may be sufficient to state that when travelling, on 
his approach to a village, the house of a Brahmin is uni· 
formly cleared for his reception, without interference, 
and generally without communication to the officers of 
Government, as a Bpontaneous mark of deference and 
respect! Subsequently, however, )lajor "'ilks became 
much more intimate with the Abhe, and the laHer speaks 
of him years afterwards in terms of great affection as hb 
patron and friend. \Vith regard to the circumstance 
mentioned above as having induced him to leave France 
and come to India, the Abbe remarked afterwards: 'It 
is quite true that I fled from the horrors of the Revolution, 
and had I remained I should in all probability have fallen 
a victim, as did so many of my friends who held the same 
religiou:; and political opinions as myself; but the truth 
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it) 1 embarked for India somc t.wu yean; before Lhe fu::;illades 
referred to look place.' 

Be thi::; a~ it may, I have ascertained that the Abbe 
''las ordained in the diocese of Vivie!'s in 1 iU:2, at the 
age of twenty. seven, and left France in the same year. 
He entered on his ::'\Iission work under the guidance of the 
)lissiom, Etrangcres. On reaching India he was attached 
to the Pondicherl'Y )1iHsion; and for the first few years he 
seems to have laboured in what arc now the Southerll 
Districts of the .Madras Presidency. He must have quickly 
made for himself a name, for on the fall of Seringapatam 
he was specially invited, on the recommendation, it is 
said, of Colonel Wellesley, afterwards Duke of Wellington, 
to visit the capital of )IysOl'c in order to reconvert and 
reorganize the Christian community which had been forcibly 
perverted to l\Iahomedanism hy Tippu Sultan. En passant, 
I may mention that, through the influence of the Abbe in 
l\lysore, not a single priest of the l\Iissions Etrangeres was 
persecuted by Tippu. For these apostates, ,ve learn, he 
pleaded eloquently before :JIgI'. Champenoi<:l, the Bishop, 
and with such good effect that he once more gathered the 
lost sheep, of whom there were 1,800 in Seringapatam 
alone, into the Chri~tian fold, and established on a per­
manent basis the Homan Catholic Chul'ch in the provincc 
of .:\lysorc. Of the practical fal'sightedne~s which guided 
him in his work, we may judge by t,vo incident:-3 that have 
been incidentally recorded of him. He met the problem 
of the poverty of the people committed to his care by 
founding agricultural colonies on the lines that have 
during these past few years been advocated by the Salvation 
Army and others, his principal colony being at Sathalli, 
near Hassan; and he used hb influence to ::iuch good 
effect in preventing epidemics of small-pox by promoting 
vaccination (then, be it remembered, a comparatively novel 
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idea) ihat. he waH aft('l'\vards granied a t:;pccial Jlel1~iun hy 
the East, indian Company. 'The literary reputation which 
M. Dubois has acquired in this country,' '\-Tote onc of hiB 
colleagllef'l, 1\1. Mottet, in 1823, 'is the least of his merits. 
He has honoured and scrvNl the mission in every way, 
and perhaps morc than anyone of us. The Indians had 
the greatest attachment, confidence and respect for him.' 
1\L Launay, in his recently published Hil'ioire del' ;Missions 
de l'Inde, remarks: 'Among other benefits which he COIl­

ferred upon his flock .. may be mentioned hh~ zeal in estab­
lishing agricultural colonies, and also introducing vaccina­
tion to stay the ravages of small-pox; in which, in spite 
of the extraordinary tenacity of native pmjudice, he 
succeeded so funy that in 1803-4 a total of 25,432 natives 
were vaccinated and registered; in memory of which the 
natives still remember him by the title of "Doddhaswft­
miayavaru," or " Great I"ord.'" 1\1. Launay adds that in 
some parts, especially at Karumattampatty, he is spoken 
of to this day as 'the prince's son, the noblest of Euro­
peans.' 

For the moment let. us return to the great descriptive 
work which he cOJllpiled during his hours of leisure. Tbat 
the Abbe was from the first a close ob:-;c1'ver of the people 
among whom he-lived and a keen student of their religious 
and social institutions is perfectly apparent. But the idea 
of putting the results of hi!; investigations into writing 
originated, as he tells liS, ' in consequence of notices in the 
public papers calling for authentic documcnts regarding 
these people for the usc of the historiographers of the 
Honourable Company engaged in writing the history of 
India.' The idea once formed, he set to work with charac­
teristic thoroughnctls, though with too much modesty he 
remarks: 'I aim not at the runk of an author, which is 
suited neither to my talents 1101' to the tlceluded state in 
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\vhirh my profeRsion confine::; me amongst the natives of 
the country.' He remarks further, however: 'During my 
long sojourn in India I never let slip any opportunity of 
collecting materials and particular::; of all sorts. My in· 
formation has been dra\vn partly from the books which 
afC held in highest estimation amongst the people of India 
and partly from such scattered records as fell by chance 
into my hands and contained facts upon which I could 
thoroughly rely. Rut in regard to the majority of the 
materials which I now offer to the public I am chiefly 
dependent on my own researches, having lived in close 
and familiar intercourse with persons of every caste and 
condition of life. Probably many Europeans settled in 
India. would have been more capable than myself of per­
forming the same task; but I may be permitted to doubt 
whether there has been any person more favourably 
situated for gleaning information or more zealous in his 
pursuit of knowledge.' 

At the same time he disclaims for his work any general 
applicability to the whole of India. Hb observations 
extend, broadly speaking, to the India that lies south of 
the Vindyan Range; and even within those limits he is 
careful to remark that local differences are so many and 
so marked that' there is no class or sect or community of 
Hindus that has not, in addition to the general rUIE'R 

of Hindu society, Rome domestic usages peculiar to itsclf.' 
So that, as he says, it is impossible to generalize with 
complete accuracy on any subject connected \vith them. 

Bu t though the Abbe with characteristic modesty lean's 
to 'the many learned Europeans residing in the country' 
the task of compiling from authentic documents' a. morc 
methodical and comprehensive history of the Hindus,' his 
own work posseSRCS special merits of its own and is far 
superior to any that could he compilc(l from hooks of 
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l'eff'l'cnce and literary investigations, fOf, as Major "'ilks 
said of it, , it was meditated and composed in the midst of 
the people whom it describes, and in \,;:rit.ing it the author 
fonowed the only path that has ever yet led to a true 
delineation of national character, namely, the path of 
original research and personal observation.' 

The French MS. of the work which the Abbe compiled 
under the circUlHstances and according to the design 
above described has a somewhat remarkable history. In 
its original form it was placed in the hands of Major \Vilks 
in the year 1806, ,vhen the Abbe had been some fourteen 
years in the country. "Major \Vilks appears to have kept 
it by him and studied it for more than a year, and then 
to have forwarded it to the Government of Fort 8t. George 
with a letter of warm recommendation, in which he re­
marked: 'So far as my previous information and sub­
sequent inquiry have enabled me to judge, it contains the 
most correct, comprehensive, and minute account extant 
in any European language of the customs and manners 
of the Hindus.' This judgement ,vas heartily endorsed 
by Sir James Mackintosh, to whom ~[ajor Wilks would 
appear t.o have sent it for his opinion, and also by ~Ir. ,V. 
Erskine, of Bombay, a man of distinguished talents and 
an acknowledged authority in everything connected with 
the mythology, literature, customs, and institutions of the 
people of India. Fortified in his own opinion of its high 
merits by the concurrence of these hyo eminent men, 
1I1ajor Wilks had no difficulty in persuading Lord William 
Bf'ntinck, who was then at Madras, to purchase the ::\1S. 
on behalf of the East India Company, the sum eventually 
agreed upon being 2,000 star pagodas (i. e. in the present 
currency some 8,000 rupees). In accordance with the 
Abbe's reqnest thiR sum was inveRted in Gm'ermuent 
paper and the interest paid to Idm regularly afterwards 
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-a modest SUIll, no doubt, judged by latter-day standard:-; 
of literary remunerat.ion; but, then, the Abbe's want:; 
were modest. According to ~[ajor Wilks all that he hoped 
for was 'a recompense sufficient to shield his future life 
from those miseries of extreme \vant which he had once 
already encountered.' 

In summing up his own opinion of the Abbe's work 
Lord William Bentinek remarkecl with characteristic can­
dour and good sense;-

, The result of my O\vn observation during my residence 
in India is that the Europeans generally knmv little or 
nothing of the customs and manners of the Hindus. 'Ye 
are all acquainted with some prominent marks and facts, 
\"hioh all who run may read; but their manner of think­
ing, their domestic habits and ceremonies, in which cir­
cumstances a knowledge of the people consists, is, I fear, 
in great part wanting to us. \Ve understand very imper­
fectly their language. They perhaps know more of ours; 
but their knowledge is by no means sufficiently extensive 
to give a description of subjects not easily represented by 
the insulated words in dailv use. \Ve do not, we cannot, 
associate with the natives. ~ \Ve cannot see them in their 
houses and with their families. \Ve are nccessarily very 
much confined to our houses by the heat; all our want~ 
and business "\"hich would crcate a greater intercourse 
with the natives is done for us, and we are in fact strangers 
in the land. I have personally found the want of a work 
to which reference could be made for a just description 
of the native opinions and manners. I am of opinion that, 
in a political point of view, the information "\"hich the 
work of the Abbe Dubois has to impart might be of the 
greatest benefit in aiding the servants of the Government 
in conducting themselves more in unison \vith the customs 
and prejudices of the natives.' 

The purchase of the )[S. was reported by the )[adras 
Government to the Board of Directors in 1807 as 'an 
arrangement ... of great public im.poriance '; and the 
::\[S. itself waS transmitted to London at the same time for 
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translation and publication. It was not until 1816, how­
ever, that the English translation was actually published, 
with the sanction of the East India Company and under 
the personal supervision of Major \Vilks. :Jfeanwhilc a 
copy of the MS. in the records of Fort St. George had 
in 1815 attracted the attention of ~[r. A. D. Campbell, 
Superintendent of the Local Board of Examiners, who, 
in apparent ignorance of the fact that the original copy 
had been sent to England for publication, proposed to 
publish an annotated edition of it i-n Madras. Accordingly 
he commenced the task; but almost immediately he 
reported to the Local Government as follows:-

< I soon found enough to satisfy me that it would be 
unfair to proceed further in this pursuit without first 
affording the author an opportunity of revising his work, 
being convinced that the increased experience of the Abbe 
Dubois and his further acquaintance 'with the customs and 
habits of the Hindus ,,",ould enable him to correct manv 
parts of the 1'1S., and to add new information on the very 
curious and interesting subjects on which it treats. I have 
now the honour of submitting to the Board the reply of 
the Abbe Dubois to a reference which I made to him on 
this subject, and it will thence be perceived that, notwith­
standing the very favourable manner in ,vhich the accuracy 
of the facts stated in the 1\1S. has been mentioned bv 
Colonel \Vilks, the author admits that. the work requires 
H considerahle alterat.ions" and "many additions," and 
that" there are chapters which ought to be entirely made 
again." , 

It is from this point that the history of the I\IS. becomes 
most interesting. It appears from a careful examination 
which I have made of the records in the ::\Iadras Govern­
ment Secretariat (which records include several letters in 
the Ahbes own handwriting) that the MS. was sent back 
to the Abhe for his additions, excisions, and corrections, 
and thnt these were vrry considC'rnble. Indeed the :\18. 
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was completely altered, recast and cnlargf'd, until it horp 
hardly more resemblance to the original work than a rough 
outline sketch does to a finished picture. 

And yet this rough sketch, so to speak, has up to this 
day been all that English readers have had presented to 
them of the Abbe's work. I do not for one moment desire 
to detract from the artistio ano literary value of that sketch, 
admirable as it is, and as it has been acknmvleclged to be 
by the authorities quoted above. But what I do mean to 
say is that the sketch is only an extremely poor representa· 
tion of what the Abbe's great work really was. 

The true history was this. 'Vhen the ),18. \vas returnf'd 
to him in 1815, the Abbe put into it all the additions and 
corrections suggested by many years of additional study 
and invest.igat.ion; and when he sent. it back to the Govern· 
ment of ::'Iladras, it was, practically speaking, a different 
work altogether. On receipt of the revised .JI8. the Govern· 
ment of Madras decided that the only course open to them 
\vas to send it to the Court of Directors in England, as the 
original l1S. had been. Unfortunately, however, before 
the revised l\IS. could reach England the original draft had 
been translated and published; and it is this edition which 
has been sold ever since, and upon which the Abbe's repu­
tation has rested. 

It is true that a so-called' revised' edition was publiRhed 
some thirty odd years ago, but it was merely a reprint. (and 
unfortunately a very considerably curtailed reprint) of the 
original English edition. The only sign that. I have been 
able to discover of t.he revised MS. in the Fort having been 
consulted, is the inclusion of a dedicatory page that had been 
added by the Ahbe when he sent his finally corrected copy 
to the Madras Government before leaving India. As far 
af.; I can ascertain the chief effect of this new edition wa,~ 
a demand for a verhatim rE'print of the original ('clition 
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which had been so arbitrarily cut down; and this was 
almost immediately supplied by the publishers. 

The Abbe, the Local Government, and ::'Ifr. Campbell, it 
may be remarked, were all in hopes that a second revised 
edition would be published containing the corrections and 
additions that had subsequently been made; but for some 
reason or another this has never hitherto been done. 

The view which the Abbe took of the edition, as it ap~ 
peared, is expressed 'in a letter in English (of which he had 
a good knowledge) addressed to the ~[adras Government, 
dated Seringapatam, February 20, 1818, with which letter 
he submitted still further revisions. The Abbe remarked 
therein :-

, Since I wrote my last additions and corrections, a gentle­
man in the place having favoured me for my perusal with 
a. copy of the English translation of the work, I was f'orry 
to observe that, owing perhaps to some oversight on the 
part of the copyists of my original MS., or other accidents, 
many interesting, authentic, and quite unexceptionable 
paragraphs, and in some instances \",hole pages, had been 
passed over, which circumstance occasions chasms in the 
narrative and otherwise renders the descriptions very im~ 
perfect, and in a few instances contradictory. These dif­
ferences are pointed out and corrected in the accompanying 
sheets; and the other inaccuracies to be found in the 
original 1\1S. and the translation ,vere fully corrected and 
the work considerably enlarged in the additions sent beforE' 
to Government.. I therefore request that the accompanying 
accounts may be sent without delay to the Hon'ble the 
Court of Directors to be added to the former ones, in order 
that if the work goes through a second edition it may be 
made as interesting and cnrious as it lies in my power to do.' 

X or were these the last corrections made in the text of 
his work by the good Abbe, for three years later, and a short 
time before hc left India for good and all, he sent a fair cop:y 
of his' finally corrected' work to the Madras Governmcnt, 
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which, like the two former l\ISS., wa~ Rent to England and 
is now in the India Office Library. One copy of this, I may 
mention, was taken by the Abbe to France, and was pub­
lished in the original }-"rench. The number issued was 
however small, and copies of it are now almost unprocurable. 
And another copy of the MS. was left in the records of Fort 
St. George. This last-named copy I haye carcful1y com­
pared with the English translation which has hitherto been 
available to the public, and the compa.rison has shown rnc 
how vastly superior in every \vay (I might say every page) 
is the Abbe's later and unpublished work as ('ontrasted 
with his first draft, composed sixteen years earlier, which 
despite its imperfections has enjoyed so much popularity 
amongst English students of Hinduism. 

It is certainly very st.range that all the facts which I have 
detailed above have never before attracted attention, and 
that although copies of the Abbe's finally completed work 
are to be found in the records of the India Office and of the 
Government of Madras, it has never before been discovered 
that the published English edition is not in reality a com­
plete or truc representation of the Abbe's long labours in 
the field of original research. 1!'or all that, however, thi:-: 
edition has been largely drawn upon by English writers, 
chief amongst whom we may mention :Mill, the historian of 
India, while Oriental students likc Professor \Vilson have 
acknowledged the assistance it afforded them, and in the 
British Museum there is a copy of it containing a manuscript 
note by Coleridge which shO\vs that the poet had gone to 
it for inspiration. ' This is the honestest book of the kind,' 
Coleridge pronounced, 'as written by a Frenchman, that 
I have ever read.' 

Now, if this faulty English edition has been so widely 
C'on;.;;ulted and so frequently extolled, an English edition 
of the Abbe's revised work ought to he infinitely more 
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valuuhle. This was the thought which presentpcl itself to 
me when I discovered, almost accidentally, while looking 
through the French .:'tIS. in the i\Iadras Government's 
records, that thc good Abbe had never had ju:-;tice done to 
him. Accordingly, ,vith the permission and with the aid 
of the Madras Government, I have made a verbatim trans­
lation of the work in its complete form which I here present 
to the puotic, together with such notes and observations as 
seem necessary to put the text into line with later develop­
ments and research. 

As to the intrinsic value of the Abbe's work, I have no 
hesitation in saying that it is as valuable to-day aR eYer it 
was, even more valuable in some respects. It it; true that 
a Illass of learncd literature on the r€'ligious and civil life of 
the Hindus has accumulated since the Abbe's days, and it 
is still accumulating; and the impression may be felt in 
many minds that a book written so long ago can be of little 
practical use at present; but the fact is that the Abbe's 
,vork, composed as it ,,"'as in the midst of the people them­
seh'€,s, is of a unique character, for it combines, as no other 
' .... ork on the Hindus combines, a recital of the broad facts 
of Hindu religion and Hindu sociology with many masterly 
descriptions, at once comprehensive and minute, of the v/e 
intime of the people among whom he lived for so lUany years. 
\Vith any other }Jeople than the Hindus such a work would 
soon grow out of date; but with them the same ancestral 
traditions and customs are followed nowadays that ,vere 
follmved hundreds of years ago, at least by the vast majority 
of the popUlation. I do not deny that some of the Abbe's 
statements require to be modified in the light of changes 
that have taken place amongst the educated classes since 
the introduction of "'estern learning, hut such necei'lsary 
modifications, which, as remarked above, I have introduced 
in the form of notes, arc surprisingly few. Emunerated 
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separat.ely by thclllse}yc~, no doubt these cha .. llgcs might 
furnish material for a substantial volume, for no perSOll 
would now be so foolish as to repeat the assertion ::;0 long 
maintained unchallenged that the Hindu nation is completely 
apathetic. unchanging, and non-progressive in the modem 
sense. But in edit,ing the Abbe's work I have confined 
myself to modifying snch statements as seemed to require 
modification, and have avoided as far as possible any digres­
sions that were not suggested by the text itself. 

Petty local differences in civil and religious affairs afC 

a marked feature of Hinduism, just as almost innUllH"I'ahlc 

~ubdivisions and sub-sections and suh-sub-scetions arc a 
marked featufe of the caste system. Hencc it is that much 
which is perfectly true of onc locality is false of anothe)' ; 
and accordingly it is impossible to describe the many details 
of Hindu life and character without mental reservatioJlti 
as to possible exceptions. Nevertheless, there are certain 
hroad, fundamental principles underlying these many 
differences and inequalities; and it is upon these that the 
Abbe rears the fabric of his extraordinary work. .:\lol'c­
over, the Abbe appears to me to avoid the many pitfalls of 
this uneven field of inv('stigation with peculiar skill. It 
would be wrong to say that all his, obseJ"'ations arc generally 
applicable or perfectly jUf;t, but, taken as a ,vhole, they 
arc remarkably true and unprejudiced. 

I am here tempted to quote at some lengih the obscrnl­
tiol1l:! concerning the Abbe and his researches made by a 
prominent Hindu, the Honourable Dewan Bahadul' Sl'in<l­
Yasa Raghava Iyengar, C.LE., at a meeting of the :'ladnu; 
Presidency Conege Literary Society in 1\Iay, lSDn. This 
gentleman is well fitted to express all opinion on n, subject 
of the kind, for not only has hc been for some yearl:! past 
Inspector-General of Regi:::.tration in l\ladraH, a department 
of the public service which in its dealings is in closer touch 
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j hall allY other with the material and :::;ocial cunditiuns of 
t.he people t.hcm:-;clve~, buL he is him:::;elf the author of 
a 1ll0:-;t authoritative work on the moral and material pro­
gre.ss of Southern India under British rule. At the meeting 
referred to he ohserved :-

, The Abbe was a most remarkable character, and a study 
of hi:; life cannot fail to be of profit to us all. It has been 
said, and said truly, that one half of the nation docs not. 
know how the other half lives. The difliculties which a 
foreigner has of understanding the inner life and modes of 
thought of a people to which he does not belong may indeed 
be said to be immense. The Abbe surmounted the.se 
rlifficulties by devoting thirty years of his life to hi.s 
"ubjeet. To effect his purpose he adopted the garb, the 
manners, and, as he says, even the prejudices of the 
people among whom his lot 'vas cast; won their respect 
and confidence; ann was held by them in quite as much 
revcrence as one of their yogis or gurus. The quotations 
frolll his work show his shrewd common sense, clear-sighted­
ness, and perfect candour. Any account given by such a 
man of the manners and customs of the people amongst 
whom he lived must in any case be instructive, and I for 
one look forward with great interest to the forthcoming 
revised edition of the Abbe's work.' 

In many respects the Abhe displays a. truly wonderful in. 
sight iuto things. For instance, in his finally corrccted work 
there is H, pa8sage (evident.ly a late interpolation) in which 
he sum:-; up in a few brief scntenees his opinion of British 
dominion in India, and which is all thc morc rcmarkable a~ 
(,Ollling from a :Frenchman. In that passage he remarks ;-

, The European PO\\-'er which 'is now established in India 
it!, properly speaking, supported neither by physical force 
nor by moral influence. It is a piece of huge, complicated 
machinery, moved by springs which have bcen arbitrarily 
adapted to it. Under the supremacy of the Brahmins the 
people of India hated their government, while they cherished 
and respected their rulers; under the supremacy of Euro­
peam; they hate and de~pise their rulers from the bottom of 
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lheir heart~, while they cheri~h and respect their goyern­
ment. And here I would remark that the rule of all tlw 
Hindu prince~, ann often that of the l\Iahomedans, 'va~, 
properly speaking, Brahminical rule, since all POHts of COIl­

fidence were held by Brahmins. 
, If it be possible to ameliorate the condition of the people 

of India I am convinced that this desirable result will be 
attained under the new regime, whatever may be said by 
detradors who arc ready to find fault with evel'ythiug. 
\Vhatevcr truth indeed there may be in the prejudiced 
charges, engendered by ignorance and interested Illotives, 
which are brought against the new order of things, and 
which are perhaps inseparable from every great administra­
tion, I for one cannot believe that a nation so eminently 
distinguished for its beneficent and humane principles of 
govcrnment at home, and above all for its impartial justice 
to all classes alike-I for one cannot believe that this 
nation ,,,ill ever be blind enough to compromise its own noble 
eharacter by refusing participation in these benefits to a sub­
ject people which is content to live peaceably under its sway. 

, At the same time I venture to predict that it will attempt 
in vain to effect any very considerable changes in the social 
condition of the people of India, whose character, principlcs, 
customs, and ineradicable conservatism will always present 
insurmountable obstacles. To make a people happy, it is 
essential that they themselves should desire to be made 
happy and should co-operate with those who arc working 
for their happiness. 1\ow, thc people of India, it appears 
to me, neither POSSf'SS this desire nor are anxious to co­
opcrate to thi:-:; eud. Every reform which is obviously 
devised for their well-being they obstinately push aside if it 
is likely in the least degree to disturb their manner of living, 
their most absurd prejudice, or their most puerile custom . 

• Nevertheless the justice and prudence which the prescnt 
rulers display in endeavouring to make these people less 
unhappy than they have been hitherto; the anxiety they 
manifest in increasing their material comfort; above ali, 
the inviola.ble respect which they constantly tihow for the 
customs and l'eligiouti beliefs of tbe country; and, lastly, 
the protection they afford to the ,yeak as well as to the strong, 
to the Brahmin as to the Pariah, tu the Christian, to the 
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.;\laliuJllcdall, and to the Pagan: all thcsc hasc <:ontl'ibuted. 
lIlore t.o tlw consolidation of their power thun even their 
dctories and C01H1 ue~ts .... 

• It ha~ ueen asserted that any great power based neithcr 
011 a display of force nor on the affection and esteem of 
~lIbject races is bound sooner or later to topple under its 
O\vn weight. I am far from sharing this opinion altogether. 
The present GO\Ternrnent is in a position in which it has 
little or nothing to fear from extraneous disturbance. True 
it is that like aU empires it is subject to possible chances of 
iuterual dissension, military revolt, and general insurrectioll. 
But I firmly believe that nothing of this sort will happen to 
it so long as it maintains amongst its troops the perfed 
discipline and the sense of comfort which at present exbt, 
and so long as it docs all in its power to make its yoke scarcely 
perceptible by permitting its subjects every freedom in 
the exercise of their social and religious practices . 

• It is the poverty of the country which in my opinion 
gi\TCS most cause for apprehension-a poverty which is 
accompanied by the most extraordinary supineness on the 
part of the people themselves. The question is, will a 
Government. which is rightly determined to be neither unjust 
HOI' oppressive be able always to find within the borden; 
of this immense empire means sufficient to enable it to Ineet 
the heavy expenses of its administration? But, after all, 
God alone can foretell the destiny of Governments!' 

Time has out proved incolltestably the truth of the8C 
far-seeing criticisms. Even the Mutiny is therein antici­
pated amI its chief cause accurately foretold, while nobody 
\vill deny the justice, even at the present day, of the Abbe's 
ub:-;cI'Yations on the attitude of the natives of India toward::; 
the British Government and on t.he difficulties with wllich 
that Government has to contend in administering its vast 
EU:;lern empire, according to \Vestern notions of civilization 
and progress, with theresourcesthat it yields for that purpose. 

There is one other matter which I feel bound to refer 
to before cOllcluding this brief notice of the Abbe's sojourn 
and \vork in India, and that is the impression he derived 
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after three decades of l\li::;::;ioll labour as to the potisibility 
of converting India to Christianity. 1 have no v,rish to 
ronew the bitter controversy which ensued on the publi­
cation of his Letters on the State of Christianity in India 
soon after his return to France; but no notice of the Abbes 
career \vQuld be complete without some reference to it. 
The purport of those Letters, as I understand them, was to 
ast3el't that, under existing circumstances, there is no human 
possibility of con\'erting the Hindus as a nation to any sect of 
Christianity; or in the Abbe's own words, ' Let the Christian 
religion be presented to these people under every possible 
light, ... the time of cOIlver::;ion has passed away, and under 
existing ciL'cuIll:;iance:; there remains no human possibility 
of bringing it back.' It would requirc a reproduction of 
the whole text of these Letters to explain fu11y the grounds 
upon which the Abbe based a decision so humiliating to 
himself and to his fellow-Christian workers, Lut the chief 
cause undoubtedly was the invincible barrier of ",-hat we 
may call nowadays intcllectual Hinduism, but which the 
Abbe called Brahminical prejudice. He refers regretfully 
to the collapse of the Church, with its hundreds of thousands 
of conYerts, many of them of high caste, established by the 
Jesuits Beschi and de Nobili in .Jladura; but at the same 
time he made no concealment of the rcal causes of their 
failure. • The Hindus soon found that those missionaries 
whom their colour, their talents, and other qualities had 
induced them to regard as such extraordinary beings, as 
men coming from another world, were in fact nothing else 
but disguised Feringhis (Europeans), and that their country, 
their religion, and original education were the same as those 
of the evil, the contcmptible Fcringhis who had of late in­
yadcd their country. Thi,'5 cyent pruycd the last blow tu 
the illtel'c~Ls of the l'hl'i,'5tittlll'eligioll. No morc cOllycl'~iolls 
were made. ~\.postasy becume allllO~t gClleral ill scyeral 
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quarters, and Christiallity became more and more an object 
of contempt and u\'ersion in proportion u~ European manIler::; 
u0camo bettor known to the Hindus.' 

It is necessary to remark that the Abhe's Leiters were 
yehemently answered by the Protestant missionaries, 
Hough und Townley; but we need not enter into the 
details of the contro\'crsy. In another place the Abbe 
remarked: 'Should the intercourse hetwecn individuals of 
both nations, by becoming Jllorc intimate and more friendly, 
producc (\ change in the religion and usages of thc country, 
it will not be to tUI'll Chrbtians that they will forsake their 
own religion, but rather (what ill my opinion h; a thousand 
times worse than idolatry) to become mere atheists, and 
if they renounce their prel)ent customs it will not, be to 
embrace those of EUl'Opeans, but rather to become what 
are nO\y called Pariahs.' 

In a word, the Abbe completely despaired of the higher 
castes ever becoming Christians, though he \vas ready to 
acknowledge that there was a harvest-field among the 
tow castes and outcastcs, Of his own attempts to convcrt 
the Hindus he remarks: 'For my part I cannot boast. of 
my successes in this sacred career during the period that 
I have laboured to promote the intel'e8ts of the Christian 
rf'ligion. The restraints and privations under \vhieh I have 
IhTed, by conforming myself to the usages of the country; 
embracing, in many respects, the prejudices of the natives; 
living like them, and becoming all but a Hindu myself; in 
short, by being made all things to all men, that I might by 
all means sa\'e some-all these have proved of no u\'ail to 
mf' to make proselytes. During the long period I have Jived 
in Inelia in the capacity of a lllis:-::ionary, I have made, with 
the assistance of a nat.ive lIlif:isionary, in all bctween two 
and threc huudred ('om'orts of both sexes. Of this number 
two-third8 werc Pariahs or beggars; and thc rest W('I'(' 
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compoticd of Sudras, vagmnts, and Qutcaste::> of' tlcycral tribes, 
who, being without resource, turned Christians in order to 
form connc-xions .. chiefly for the purpose of marriage, or 
with some other interested views.' 

These ,-arions quotations from the Abbe's Letters arc 
likely to illspire indignation among Christian missiollar~es, 
but his general conclusions certainly find a remarkable 
echo in the following extract on Christianity in :\11'. Baines's 
General Report on the Census of 1891 :-

, Its greatest de\'elopment is found where the Brahmanic 
taste s,ystem is in force in its fulle:,:;t vigour, in the south and 
west of the Peninsula, and amongst the Hill tribes of Bengal. 
In such localities it is naturally attractive to a class of the 
population whose position is l~ereditarily and permanently 
degraded by their own religion, as Islam has pro,-ed ill 
Eastern Bengal, and amongst. the lowf'st class of the inhabi­
tunts of the Panjab. 'Ve ha\-e seen that ill the early days 
of Portuguese missionary enterprise, it was found necessary 
to continue the breach that Brahmanic custom had placed 
between certain grades of society and those above them; 
but in later times, and in foreign mjssions of the Reformed 
Church, the tendency has been to absorb all caste distinc­
tions into the general commission of the Christianity of that 
forlll. The new faith has thus a.ffected the lower classes 
1IIore directly than the upper, who have more to lose socially, 
and less to gain.' ... 

It may be mentioned that in the agricultural settlement 
of reconverted Christians at Sathalli in 3fysore, previously 
alluded to, the inhabitants retained their Hindu caste distinc­
tions; and the follo\',ring observations in Mr. V. X. Karasim­
miyengar's 3Iysore Census Report (1891) are note\',"orthy ;-

'Roman Catholicism is aule to prevail among the Hindus 
more rapidly and eU!-lily, hy reason of its policy of tolerating 
among its COIlyerts the customs of caste and ~ocial obf-3er­
'-anees, , .... hieh eon~tit\lte so material a.. part of the Indian 
social fabric. In the cour:-iC of the invcstigations f'ngcll­
dcrcd by the census, t:)c\"crnl Homan Chrbtiull cOIllIllunit it'::: 
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have been met with, which continue undisturbed ill the 
rites and u~age:-l ,,,hich had guided them in their pre-con­
version existence. They still pay worship to the Kalasam 
at marriages and festivals, call in the Brahmin astrologer 
and purohita, use the Hindu religious marks, and conform 
to various other amenities, which have the advantage of 
minimizing friction in their daily intercourse with their 
Hindu fellow-caste brethren.' 

And yet the Christian native is nowadays but in the 
ratio of ~even in a thousand of the whole population. The 
remark accordingly made by the Roman Catholic Bishop 
of Agra to Jacquemont is as applicable now as it was when 
it ,vas uttered in 1828: 'La caldalja e molto grande, rna la 
carne e molto poca.' 

The last years of the Abbe'::; life were spent at the head­
quarters of the Missions Etrangeres at Paris. He left. 
India, never to return, on Jan~1ary 15, 1823, his passage 
having been paid by the East India Company and a special 
pension settlcd upon him for life in recognition of the 
lllany services which he had rendered in India. On his re­
turn to Paris he ,vas at once made Director of the ::'IIissions 
Etrangeres, and from 1836 to 1839 he filled the post of 
Superior. During his leisure he found time to translate into 
French the ,vhole of the Pancha-tantra, the famous book of 
Hindu fables, a11d also a work which he entitled The Exploits 
of the Guru Paramarta. He lived for no less than a quartel' 
of a century after returning to Europe, and died in 1848 at 
the patriarchal age of eighty-three. 

In conclusion I desire to acknowledge the kind assist­
ance and advice which I have received from many Hindu 
friends and others while editing the Abbe's work: especially 
do I desire to acknowledge the help rendered to me by 
::'Ill'. U. V. l\Iuni~awIllY lye!', a Brahmin gentleman, wlto 
astiouiatcd him1:iclf with mc in the revisiun of the proofi:i. 

H. K.ll. 
')1.WltAS, Septemuer, ltiU7. 
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