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HE beginnings of conquest of any
country are generally lost in obscurity

but not so those of the economic conquest of
India. Amongst the economic products for
which India was famous in ancient times, the
most notable was undoubtedly cloth. When
India lays claim to an ancient civilization, the
claim is really for the recognition of the
antiquity of her arts and crafts. . If we re-
member that modern industrial progress is
after all only a century and half old, we can
imagine how all ancient achievements from
the wrought iron pillar of Delhi to the muslins
of Dacca were wholly the handiwork of Indian
craftsmen and artists. It may be news to
many in the 20th century to be told that
cotton was not known to England prior to the
year 1298 when too it was known only as an-
article used for making candle wicks. Even
in the domain of wollen manufacture, it was.
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in the year 1331 that King Edward III
‘brought seventy families of Walloons who
were weavers and settled them in England
under Royal protection. In 1641 a book was
published by one Mr. Roherts, named the
“ Treasure of traffic.”’ It was the first publica-
tion which gave an account of the Manchester
cotton industry at the time. Very soon England
had to take measures in order to conserve its
own textile trade and prevent the ingress of
Indian cotton goods and silks. In 1666,
therefore, an Act was passed by Patliament
ordaining that all persons of whatever rank
should be buried in wollens, The object of
this was to increase the British woollen trade.
It was in 1660 that muslins were imported to
England and in 1700 the wearing of cotton
goods was prohibited in that country. An
Act of Parliament imposing a fine of £5 on
the wearer and £ 20 on the vendor of cotton
goods was passed in 1721 while in 1730
another Act of Parliameot was passed allowing
the goods with linen warp and cotton weft to be
printed only on paying an excise duty of 6d
per square yard.
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Let us see what the conditions were that led
to the genesis of these drastic measures in
Parliament. It will be remembered that the
East India Company was formed in 1600 and
that it set foot in India at (Masulipatam) in
1612. It then went to Surat in 1613, to
Madras in 1629 and Hugli in 1630. The
factories that it established at  these
various places were not manufacturing centres
but were merely depots where they were
gathering together all the cotton (Khaddar)
goods of India and stocking them for export
to England ; and there they were also stocking
the spices, the knives and scissors and the
broad cloth that they were importing into this
country for purposes of trade. It is on
record that by 1669 the merchants of the
East India Company named Messrs. Stryen-
sham Master, Richard Hatton and Henry
Mohan, on the one part and the merchants of
Masulipatam on the other, entered into
contracts for the supply of Khaddar and these
are to be found in Appendix V of the Kistna
District Manual. They related to the supply
of - Kalamkaries, Sutheranjies, Paliampores,
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Sasergantis, Diapars, Diamptis, Roomalls,.
Allejahs, Kalavapovvulu, Percollas, Lungis,
Sellas and ljaris. Fabulous profits were made
by the merchants of the East India Company
which aggregated sometimes to 600 per cent.
over the Khaddar cloth that was exported
from India to England. Great was the
sensation that prevailed in England that it
should have been the misfortune of the people
there to dress themselves in silks and cottons
manufactured in India. The woes ot the
capitalists and merchants ol England are thus
graphically described by Macaulay. (We
take some of these historical details from the
Prize Essay on Hand Spinning and Hand
Weaving by Varadachari and Puntambekar).
“Those, it is said, were happy days
for the inhabitants both of our pasture
lands and of our manufacturing towns
when every gown, every waist coat,
every bed was made of material which
our own flocks bhad furnished te our
own looms. Where were now  the
brave old hangings of Arras which had
adorned the walls of the lordly mansions

in the time of Elizabeth! And was it
not a shame to see a gentleman whose
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ancestors had known nothing but stuffs
made by English hands out of English
Heece flaunting in the calico suit and a
pair of silk stockings from Morshida-
bad?"" Clamours like this were also
raised in an anonymous pamphlet
called “ The Naked Truth ' published
in 1696 which comxplained that the
advantage of the Company lay in their
muslin and other fabrics. It spoke of the
muslin, half in anger and half in contempt.
“Fashion is truly termed a witch, the
dearer and scarcer any commodity,
the more the mode; 30 shillings a
yard for muslin and only the shadow
of a commodity when procured™ ? Only
a few years before the appearance of
this pamphlet, Parliament had passed an
Act making it obligatory that the dead
should be draped only in woollens ‘‘and
there were not sanguine clothiers wanting
who hoped that the same obligation
should be extended even to the living.”
It fell to the lot of Daniel Defoe to voice
the wrath of local commerce and he
wrote in picturé€sque language that ‘’ the
general fancy of people runs upon East
India goods ta that degree that the chintz
and painted calicoes which before were
made use of for carpets, quilts, etc,, and
to clothe children and ordinary people
became now the dresses of our ladies;
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and much is the power of a mode as we:
saw out persons of quality dressed in
Indian carpets which but a few years
before their chamber-maids wounld have
thought too ordinary for them ; the chintz
was advanced from lying upon their
floors to their backs, from the foot-cloth
to the pettycoat: and even the queen
herself at this time was pleased to appear
in China and Japan, I mean China silk
and calico. Nor was this all, but it crept
into our closets, bed-chambers, curtains,
cushions, chairs and at last beds them-
selves were nothing but calicoes or India-
stuffs ; and, in short, almost everything
that used to be made of wool or silk
relating either to the dress of the women
or the furniture of our houses was fur-
nished by the India trade.”

Queen Mary was taunted that she should
have set the fashion by wearing the Calicoes
and printed cloths from India on her back
and loins which had till then only been con-
sidered fit to be spread ou the floor. In 1688
there was a great agitation in Yourkshire, Wilt-
shire, Norwich and Spitfield counties amongst
the woollen manufacturers against the inroads
of Indian cotton fabrics. That was no wonder
for by 1667, 160,000 lbs. of cotton fabrics.
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were being imported into England. A Parlia-
mentary statement was made in 1681 that
three lakhs of pounds were being spent on the
rugs, printed cloth, bed-sheets and door-cur-
tains that were being imported from India.
By that time the dividends on the shares of
the East India Company rose so much so
that a bonus equal to the share amount was
granted to the shareholders. This led to the
decay of the woollen manufacturers and the
craftsmen engaged in that art. Parliament
was moved to pass measures prohibiting the
import and the wearing of silk cloths from
India and heavy countervailing duties were
levied upon the imports from India which
ranged from 10 per cent. to 3,000 per cent.
Guzerat, the Coramandal Coast and Bengal
were the three countries that were largely
exporting these cotton goods. A piece of
muslin 20 yards long one yard broad took
10 to 60 days to weave. Each muslin was
costing 100 to 400 rupees and they received
fanciful and poetic names such as Vayuvastra,
Upravana, Shabna from their resemblance to
the web of a spider, Muslingraj, Aprawana
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flowing water. A Hindu weaver was deport-
-ed by Nawab Aliwardikban for having care-
lessly allowed a muslin to be grazed by a
cow under the hallucination that it was grass,
Aurangazib himself is said to have scolded
his daughters for having come to the court
almost naked whereupon they demonstrated
that they had seven layers of muslins and
soothed his anger. Testimony is borne to
the excellence of these manufactures by cele-
brated travellers like Tavernier and Bernier
and trade was extensive for the Indian fabrics
with Arabia, Persia, Egypt, Pegu, Malaka,
Sumatra and the Mediterranean shores. Itis
hardly necessary to recite the story of the
Dacca muslins and how muslins to the extent
of a crore of rupees were exported from Dacca
of which more than a third were going to -
England.

It was at this critical stage that England
made rapid strides of progress in the domain
of industrial development. John Kay of Bury
invented the fly-shuttle in 1753 and the
Mechanical Carder was invented by Lewis
Paul in 1733. A prize was offered in 1761
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by the Society of Arts for the best invention
in spinning textile fibres by machinery. It
was in 1764 that James Hargrieves invented
the spinning Jenny and in 1767 Arkwright in-
vented his Roller Spinning Frame. The same
Arkwright patented a comprehensive piece of
machinery for the improvement in cotton

manufacture in 1775, One year earlier, Schele -

‘had dicovered Chlorine. In 1778 a-muslin
was woven in Great Britain and the next year
Samuel Crompton gave his Spinning Mule to
the world. The climax was reached in 1782
when James Watt patented his Steam-Engine
and in 1785 by the invention of the Power-
Loom by Edmund Arkwright. The cotton
trade in England became so far developed
by 1791 that she imported American
cotton to the extent of 1,89, 361 Ibs,
that year. In 1798 Jacquard made practical
the loom appliance now known as the
Jacquard machine and organised manu-
facture was so far developed and the first
evils of industrialism were so much in evi-
dence by 1812 that the disturbances in Nottin-
gham District were continued til] five years

S’
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resulting in the transportation and hanging of
numerous workmen. India's fate was sealed
in 1814 when Horrocks applied the Power-
Loom to cotton weaving and from that day
forward it is a story of new discoveries and in-
ventions, new improvements and patents all
of which led to the destruction of the Indian
textile trade and manufacture. The course
of the stream was really reversed and a study
of the development in England reveals the
rapid marches made by the beginning of Jute
manufactures in Dundee in 1832, the introduc-
tion of ramie first to the British manufactures
in 1835, the patent taken out by John Mercer
for the process known as mercerizing in 1850
and ‘Samuel Culiff Lister’s patent for his com-
bing machinery in 1851. The story of the
later developments is as much of the destruc-
tion of the cotton trade in India as of its

development in England.

While thus England was developing from
step to step,—indeed by rapid strides in the
sphere of industrial organisation and textile
manufacture—India which was 200 years ago
largely a manufacturing country presents in
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its history exactly a contrary course of events.
Whatever reverses the Indian crafts might
have suffered in the waves of conquest which
commenced from the 11th century onward
there was a great revival of the handicrafts
during the time of Akbar, when the muslins

and satins were as much the object of

admiration by travellers like Bernier and
Tavernier as embroideries, streaked silks,
tufts of gold turbans, silver and gold cloth,
brocades, network of gold and carpets
of silk and gold. Babu Satischandra Das
Gupta gives interesting details of the decay
of the craft in Bengal in his Kkadi Manual.
Murshidabad was described by H. J. S,
Cotton as being as extensive, populous

and rich a city as the city of London;

only there were individuals in the first possess-
ing infinitely greater‘ property than in the last
city.” In the wocds of the historian Murray,
India's fabrics, the most beautiful that human
art has anywhere produced were sought by the
merchants at the expense of the greatest toils
and dangers. When the East India Company
obtained its charter from Queen Elizabeth

[aep
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on the 31st December 1600, it was to trade
with the East-Indies, not to exchange as far as’
possible the manufactured goods of England
for the products of India, (Report, Para 2) for
England had few manufactures then. The
English merchants who came to trade in India
were not satished with the steps that they had
taken in England through their Government to
kill the Indian trade. They themselves began
to oppress the Indian merchants, the moment
they attained political power in this country,
especially since the battle ol Plassey. They
freely intrigued in the internal politics of
India befriending one party and not seldom
causing the betrayal of the rulers by their own
men. After Plassey the British traders began
to exercise extrerae cruelty in securing fabrics
for their trade and when Mir Kasim protested,
we are told, he was dethroned and the British
traders assumed the role of rulers as the Suba-
dar of Bengal in 1763, The oppression was
so great that in 1842, one Mr. Francis Carnack
Brown appearing as a witness before the select-
committee produced an Indian Charka before
it and explained how there was an oppressive
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Moturfa tax which was levied on every Charka
in every house and on every implement used
by the artisans. The East India Company deli-
berately entered into contracts with the Indian
princes that they would give them a mono-
poly of the fabrics produced within their domi-
nions and when the artisans failed to do so, they
were subject to great persecution and harass-
ment. A hundred years ago the port of Cal-
cutta alone used to export two crores worth of
cotton goods which has been equated at the
present value of 10 crores. All that has dis-
appeared, and when people explain that the
weavers of Dacca cut their own thumbs, it
must be remembered that if they were driven
to that act of selt-mutilation, the oppression
must have been far greater than if the
Company itself cut their thumbs by force.
Any one that reads the six volumes published
by Mr. Martin and Dr. Hamilton in the
beginning of the 19th century dealing with
the survey of the condition of the people
and the industries of India would easily see
the dismal ruin brought in by the East India.
Company by the deliberate destruction of trade-
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of this ancient and civilized land. The story is
told of how 700 families of weavers in the
Districts round Jangalbari at once abandon-
ed their country and their profession on
account of the oppression of the Company.
The atrocities committed by the officials of
the East India Company and the Indian rulers
at the time, subjugated by them especially in
the latter half of the 18th century, are heart-
rending and indescribable. The weavers were
compelled to part with their gocds at impos-
sibly low prices to the Company’'s Gumastas
who were empowered to collect them at the
point of the bayonet. They were put in
stocks and whipped for not executing
contracts into which they had been forced to
enter against their wishes and against all
human commercial possibilities. The oppres-
sion was particularly great in the South of
India, in Bengal and in the dominions of the
Nawab of Sarat. In fact, these were the best
manufacturing areas of India. Indian
merchants were prohibited from bhuying cloth
from the weavers and they were required to
- - ,-hold a license for the purpose. The weavers
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who found that the craft was not paying and
wanted to abandon it were prohibited from
doing so and were required to take passports if
they wanted to leave their ancient abode.
‘Heavy octroi duties were caused to be levied
from place to place if the goods were in
transit inland without being given to the East
India Company. It was a common custom
of the day that when the Governor was touring
the Indian rulers sent out firmans that all
cloth available should be given to the
Governor and his Gumastas. At one time
there was an atrocious proposal to divide the
weavers between the English and the Dutch.
This was turned down by the Court of
‘Directors. There was the amplest evidence
from the minutes left by Munro and other
administrators of the time that the weavers
were treated as the slaves of the Company's
Officers and that the trade was completely
monopolised and brought under so that by
1813 it almost perished and by 1829 India
witnessed the sad spectacle of 70 lakhs worth
of cloth heing imported from England. We
‘thus see that the graph of textile manufac-



16 ON KHADDAR

ture was rising in England by the inventions
and discoveries of the 18th century and by
the flow of the wealth of India into England in
the 19th, the Indian craft of textile manufac-
ture absolutely perished and when in 1851
the first Indian cotton mill was projected by
C. N. Daver, and was constructed by 1833,
Lord Dalhousie discovered the supreme
necessity of monopolising not merely textile
trade but also cotton areas in India and took
steps against the Nizam in 1853 to wrest the
Berars from his possession. The story of this
spoliation is to be found in books* dealing
with the conquest of India. The wresting
of Berars led only to the wrenching of Nagpur
from the Bhonslas in 1854 immediately after
the death of the ruling Bhansla by declaring
the doctrine of escheat following the failure of
right to adopt. Anyone that travels by the
Grand Trunk Express notices that from
the commencement of the Nizam's territory
about 15 miles from Bezwada right
up to Itarsi the whole tableland of Deccan

* Thoughts on the Policy ot the Crown in India—by
James Ludlow 1858,
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is one vast stretch of cotton producing
area and it was this area that was,
through the machinations of Lord Dal-
housie, seized irrespective of the equi-
ties or moralities of such a procedure and
absorbed into British Territory prior to the
rising of 1857.

The English administrator in India makes
no secret of the destruction of this ancient
craft in this country. Indeed in a recent lec-
ture (Jan. 1930) Sir Basil Blackett, India’s
Finance Minister, makes a frank admission of
this fact when he says

“The effect of the West on India and in
particular the reaction upon India of the
industrial revolution in Grea Britain and
the consequent influx of machine made
goods, while providing the masses of
India with better articles at cheaper
prices, had during the nineteenth century
seriously impaired the village economy
of India, and had reduced the output and
the value to India of many of the indi-
genous manufactures, previously export-
ed, for which India was famous, for ex-.
ample, her muslins. The Indian Govern-
ment of the day was dominated by the:
ideas of the Manchester school and restric-

2
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ted its intervention in ecanomic spheres
and its taxation to the minimum needful
to maintain law and order.

What is this influx of machine-made goods
and what are these better articles at cheaper
prices which are being dumped upon India?
From morning to evening the modern English-
educated young man and even the rural
population, notably young men and women
use articles of foreign manufacture in a degree
which it is hard to imagine. Euthymol
‘tooth paste, Japan brushes, Vulcanite tongue-
cleaners for morning ablutions, Kropp
Razors, Strops and Pastes, or self-shaving
apparatus of the Valet, Gillet or Jump Junior
Brand with blades and machine sharpeners
and concave mirrors, Cuticura or Vinolia
Soaps, Rubber scrubbing gloves for a bath,
Atkinson's vegetable Hair Oil, Hair brushes,
‘Cosmetics, Himalayan Bouquet, Erasmic from
London, Ascot Snow Face Cream, French
Pompeia or Vinalia Cream from London,
Erasmic old Lavender soap for toilet, Rolled
gold pins, gold covered points for shirts,
Derby ties and high Collars, Crevianette,
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Marine and Glasgow for dress, Forks and
Knives, Tea-sets, Cruet stands, Marble trays,
€avis Table Water Biscuits, Norwegian
Sardines, Morton Herrings in Tomatto sauce,
Luach tongues sliced pine-apple, Cherries
and Current Jelley, Desert Prunes, Australian
butter,—all for breakfast and launch and
dinner, then, Gandhi Lavender water (Wold's)
tKareschatt-Germany) Heiko Scents of 64
varieties, Swiss watches, Cherry walking
sticks, silk umbrellas, Cars of a hundred
makes to go out in, overcoats, Dawson’s Boots
and Christy’s hats, Tennis Bats and Hockey
Sticks for evening sport, Deitz lamps, Gold
medal cots, Mosquito curtains, Trunks, Port.
manteaus, Brief Bags, Hold-alls for travel,
Table fans, Buiter machines, Orange juice
squeezers, Swedish Optimus Stoves, Lux for
cleaning silk, ironing machines, Jumperfly
epen knives, Rapid wove Court Note Papers,
Cooptu's Penholders, Zqual Book form Patent,
Vertilok, folders, Top-match Envelopes,
Manilla Cigars and Virginia Cigarettes,—these
greet your eyes, captivate your imagination
and deplete your purse. Besides you have

10
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Brasso metal Polish, Cobra and Blanco, Coffee,
blazing Brussels Carpets, Czecho-slovakian
Chairs, Carved tables and Electric Torch lights
and fans, Heaters, Teapots, Handlamps, paper
clips, Pins, Taga and what not of turniture in
the markets—but not a viss of cotton. When
all the goods ol Englaud and America and the
whol: of Europe and Japan are available in
every village market in India, is it not really
comic—rather it is tragic that you cannot get
cotton in the Indian Bazaars,—much less
hand-spun yarn,

It is to counteract this tremendous drain
from India that Gandhi has made a beginning
in devising the resuscitation of handspunand
handwoven cloth. The proposal was not
taken seriously when it was foreshadowed at
the Special Congress in Calcutta in September
1920, but at Nagpur in December of that year,
it was forced upon the Congress although other
varieties of Swadeshi cloth including Mill-
spun Hand-woven, Mill-spun Mill-woven,
mill woven with foreign yarn, were all
inclnded under the heading of Swadeshi. By
a huge moral up-heaval the country has
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now been got to recognise that Khaddar
means Hand-spun Hand-woven cloth, that
it is the hall-mark of every patriot and that a
‘Congressman dressed in other than Khaddar
habiliments is a target of attack not only
by his fellow-Congressmen but by politicians
-of other schools of thought who have
learnt to look upon him as a betrayer of the
‘Congress cause. This development of public
épinion has not indeed come in a day;
slowly and steadily had the Congress atmos-
phere been permeated with this cult of
khaddar and in the space of four years, z.e., by
the 1st of January 1925, we had made the
wearing of khaddar compulsory, obligatory
spinning a condition of membership to the
‘Congress executive and finally a quota of
sell-spun yarn, the one subscription for being
or becoming a Congressman. It has been
borne in upon the people that the Charka is
the only alternative to the sword, that sword of
wrath and wreckage which the Congress and
the country have once for all abjured. The
cult of khaddar has elevated manual labour
‘once again to that dignity which has been

11
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member too how in olden times the bride was
not qualified for marriage until she was able
to spin and weave,——a tradition that survives
till to-day in Assam (Praggyotishpura.) In seek-
ing therefore to revive the cloth industry of
India, we are only trying to establish a proved
principle and not hazarding an experiment,
Itis hardly necessary to speak of the amount
-of leisure that people have in villages which
unfortunately they are beguiling in cards-
play, vain gossip or pernicious gambling at
home or in law courts. All this must be put
an end to. Administrators like Sir M.
Visweswarayya have been hard put to it to
discover some collateral occupation for the
agriculturists and the women, without being
drawn away from the privacy as well asthe
sanctity of their homes. The genius of man
has not been able to discover any such occu-
pation until the resourcefulness of Gandhi hit
upon the restoration of this happy craft of
Khaddar manufacture. Hand-spinning is a
simple process which requires no more capital
than a quarter of a rupee worth of slivers or

cotton for the instruments are already there
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and on the lowest computation there must be
in India about 50 million Charkas. Even
the blind, the maimed, the disabled and the
crippled can spin. It has been said that
spinning is not a paying occupation. It is not.
It has never been claimed to be such. At
best it cannot fetch more than one anna eight
pies a day but what is the average income of
the Indian? It is one anna nine pies per day
and that including the millions of the million-
aire, the crores of the Koteswara and the lakhs
of the Lakshadikari. They yield the average of
one anna nine pies for these millions, and there
must be millions of population indeed who are
-earning nothing. Is it wrong then for these
millions who are earning nothing to be pro-
vided with an occupation which yields them
as much as the average income of a manin
India without dislodging them from their homes
and families? What India must take notice of
is her immense man-power. It is the total
out-put of yarn produced, or capable of being
produced by the unnumbered numbers of her
population that can make India hold her
own against any other country, against all

13
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machinery and against the onslaughts of the
new-fangled industrialism of the West.

It is not cotton alone that was spun in olden
days and provided an occupation to the people
of the villages. Gunny in Bengal was one
other substance and the spianing and weaving
of silk is equally well-known. Professor Ray
points out that the hand-woven jute was a
great subsidiary industry of Bengal and in
1850-51, Gunny Bags and cloth exported
from Calcutta were valued at Rs, 2,159,782.
In Patna City in Bihar District alone there
were 3,30,426 spinners and the average
estimate of the thread spun by each spinner
in a year was Rs. 7-2-8 aund the total
value in the District was Rs. 2,367.277. If
out of this amount a half—to be more
exact Rs. 1,2806,272—was taken away for
raw material there remained a profit of
Rs. 1,081,005 for the spinners. Nor was
there any distinction of caste, for in Behar the
spinners are Hindus and the weavers are
Mussalmans. They are the complements
of each other in life. Imagine a village with a
population of 4000 all told being sell-contain-
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ed in regard to its clothing and if the average
of each individual's requirements is 13
yards as has been estimated, the village would
require in the year 54,000 yards of cloth
costing roughly Rs. 27,000. If a third of this
is equated to the price of cotton which in
any case is being grown in our country, there
is a balance of Rs. 18,000 representing the
profits of trade, transport charges, spinning
and weaving wages and so on, left in the
village, and this by engaging the leisure hours
mot of all the people in the village, but only
200 spinners in that village. Would you call
it a crime? Would you call it bad economics
or worse patriotism’ Imagine this village
being richer every year by an addition of
Rs. 27,000 and itis only when you are able
to visualise such a condition that you can also
picture to yourself the extent of ancient wealth
for which this country was noted and the
depths of modern poverty from which this
country is now suffering. Food and raiment
are the two essentials of life and whatever
luxuries a country may possess that which
cannot grow its own food and manufacture
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its own raiment cannot lay title to civilization.
The Empire Marketing Board in a pamphlet
‘that has recently been circulated advertising
Bengal and Burma rice, has claimed for India
that she possesses an ancient civilization and
that the rice plant was known so early as
349 B.C. But India's capacity for weaving
her own fabrics has been shown to be even
older than that and the instruments with which
'she has been able to achieve her magnificent
results are the simple Hand-Loom and the
still simpler Charka of to-day. Only the Fly
Shuttle which was invented about the year
1733 in the West has been incorporated into
the Hand-Loom of India in the beginning of
this century and has helped to double or even
to treble the out-put of the unsophisticated
loom. The tragedy of a country's incompe-
tence to supply its own needs by way of
clothing was witnessed by India during the
Great War when the prices of all fabrics rose
prohibitively high so much so that stories of
suicide for want ot clothing were to be heard
now and again during those years of tribula-
tion. The Hand-loom industry is indeed an
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ancient one in India and does not own its
resuscitation to the Non-co-operation Move-
ment as indeed Hand-Spinning does. When
the fly-shuttle was introduced even earlier
than the Anti-Partition agitation in Bengal
in 1903 men like E. B. Havell estimated that
there were 60 lakhs of weavers in this country
and South India has the honour of possessing
nearly a quarter of them. To estimate the
number of Charkas in the country then even at
500 lakhs would be no exaggeration. On the
average a trained spinner is easily able to
spin. 300 yards of uniform yarn per hour with
good twist and of counts between 10 and 15
or even 10and 20. Reckoning five hours as
the period of such work a person is easily able
to spin 1,680 yards a day which comes to
about 4 lbs. per month or 48 lbs. per annum.
A pound yields 4 square yards of cloth and
48 lbs..would yield 192 square yards. If that
is so the 5 million Charkas in the country
should yield 96 crores of square yards of cloth
or roughly 100 crores. We know that in 1906
the cloth that was imported into India was only
107 crores of yards. In 1914 the year of the
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commencement of the Great War it was 320
crores of yards while in 1922 it fell to 167
crores of yards of cloth. It is evident then
‘that by mobilising the charkas in the country,
we can eliminate almost the whole of the
imported cloth from this woe-begone land and
the capital we require is easily managed.
What we want is the will to spin,—the will
to conquer.

When we plead for the propagation of the
Charka and Khaddar, intellectual people
argue why they cannot use mill cloth. This
kind of perverse argumentation is not new to
the country. A pure intellectualism support-
ed by a gospel ot pure individualism has
made people absolutely logical and perverse
instead of making them reasonable and
practical. Likewise, people argue when you
plead for the acceptance of the Sarda Bill and
raising the marriage age to 14 why they can-
not marry their girls earlier and if necessary
perform widow marriage. That looks logical.
It is a fine proposition,—fine only for the
arguer to get over the present situation
but by no means fine when he should
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be confronted with that future situation.
Mill cloth is not ignored even under
‘strictest Congress resolutions. The various
grades of swadeshi have been enumerated
-and if you eonsider that there are poor
people who cannot immediately afford to pur-
chase Khaddar, or obtuse people who cannot
follow its cult, there is no reason why they
should not be permitted to wear mill cloth,
i,z., cloth woven on handlooms or Indian mills
with yarn spun on Indian mills. Naturally such
concession must be reserved for the really
poor and genuine folks amongst us, not for
those who would fain play the part of capital-
ists and advocate the Western industrialism for
this country, But let this much be remem-
bered, that in buying the mill cloth you enrich
the 100 rich men of cities while in buying
Khaddar you feed and sustain the widowed
and the maimed and the helpless in towns
and villages. Indeed, it must be owned that
the use of machinery is not precluded from
‘the programme of the Indian patriot. If that
were so, Professor Ray, as he himself has
-said, should be belying himself because he

16
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has been the founder of the Bengal Pharma-
ceutical Works and the patron of several other
machine industries, nor should Gandhi be
driving ina Motor Car to-day. The lact is
there is a clear border-line between industries
which permit the aid of machinery and those
which involve the play of arts and crafts.
Actistic industries are the asset of any nation.
A nation is said to be civilized which has its
own artsand crafts with their distinctiveness
and individuality and variation of taste and
temperament. Go to any part of the world

itis the arts and crafts that invest that part
with its own genins. To clear distances
rapidly, you may use the Motor Car, to lift
water from the canal and irrigate land, you
may use the pump, to crush stones or polish
turmeric you may use rollers and engines, to
save mechanical labour, you may employ the
sttam Road Roller but when you weave
carpets, when you manufacture cloth, when
you print fabrics, when you do embroidery,
vou are in a different domain altogether which
forbids the use of machinery. They counstitute
the craft life of the nation. Itisfor this that
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we are pleading in India. Nor is it a practical
proposition that we should be able to supply

India with mill made cloth. The same cannot:

be said of Khaddar. A Charka to be put into
operation requires a capital of 4 as. worth of
slivers or cotton. A Hand-loom to be put
into operation requires a capital of Rs. 3)-
worth of yarn.  As for the trained skill and
expert knowledge, they are there languishing,.
ready to be availed of, and having the
power of being converted into a mine of gold.

That even to-day, a third of the clothing of
India is supplied by her own Hand-loom
industry is admitted on all hands. Indeed it
was Mr. E. B. Havell that contended in 1905
that hand-loom industry any day could hold its
own apainst the Mill industry in India as well
as in England. Nor can such a statement be
exaggerated because 150 years after the inven-
tion of the Steam-Engine and Mechanical Aids
to weaving, India cannot boast of more than
344 mills all told and the capital sunk in
them is 81 crores and in each of these may be
estimated to range from 25 to 40 or even 80

lakhs. On the average then India has less.
3
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than one mill to each of the 350 Districts.
The output of cloth in each such mill
is roughly estimated at 4,800 lbs. equi-
valent to about 15,000 yards a day; putting
the average need per head of India at
1314 to 15 yards of clothing, per annum, the
day's supply is enough for 1,000 people,
In a year, therelore, one mill can supply
3.00,000 of people, zZ e, 3 mills are
necessary to clothe a million people and
to clothe 300 million people we require
5,100 mills. In effect, reckoning Indian India
as a half of British India and therefore the
total number of Districts in [ndia to be 350,
it comes to this: each District must have not
less than 3 mills, z. ¢., one mill is necessary
for two or three Talukas or Tahsils, How
can two or three Tahsils find 25 to 40 or
even D0 lakhs of rupees for a Spinning and
weaving Mill? Granted that the money can
be found, it will take years to collect this
and an order entered to-day for the plantis
executed only 214 years hence and when the
Plant arrives and is put up and is brought
into working order, it will be another two
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years sothat even if you had the money it
would take five years for you to see the mills
at work. And then you will have to face the
problem of Floating or working Capital, the
problem of capturing markets and competing

with well-established rivals of reputation and

popularity. All this takes 10 years on the
supposition that mouney is flowing evenly from
two or three Tahsils, an impossibility in itself,

but by that time you discover that you are

left behind in the race, that your Machinery
is antiquated and that your profits if ever you
come to the stage of reckoning any, have
disappeared. In the meantime, Lancashire
invents new facilities and new short cuts and
contrivances so as to steal a marcl) over everv
other country in the world and over iself
and this poor little thing, a mill started in
a far off corner of Iadia simply languishes,
But even if you succeeded, you would be pay-
ing to Birmingham for machinery what you
wanted to avoid paying to Lancashire for
cloth. There is the other factor still that when
the capital has been found, the machinery has
been honestly sent and correctly fitted up and
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efficiently kept at work, then you have the
fear of strikes which have reduced the working
time of Bombay mills to half the year in 1928-
29. This is the fate of mills on the financial
and mechanical planes but on the moral
plane, they involve labour divorced from crea-
tive capacity, the disruption of families
involving injury to morals, the detachment of
wife from husband, the bringing up of children
in creeches and the absence of that satisfaction
in the labourer which the craftsman feels in
owning the goods that he has manufactured
and in endowing them by variations of colour
and design, with that living beauty which
abounds in all arlistic crafts.

What sustains and 1s sustained by the
Hand-loom industry is the collateral crafts of
printing and dyeing by which alone you can
subserve the tastes and fashions of people
which vary from caste to caste and from
District to District. And in a country having
a population of 35 crores and anarea of 18
lakhs of square miles, you can easily imagine
what a real variety of taste and temperament,
what variations of form and beauty, what
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glories of colour and design must have comé
into existence during the past 5000 years.
Indeed, it has been well said that the index ol
a country’s civilisation is furnished by its arts
and crafts and the craft of cloth-making had

attained in the hands of the Indian weaver and
printer a degree of skill and eminence and
beauty which is inconceivable to the Wester-
ner. If only we are able to conserve the
wages of spinners and weaving involved in the
<loth necessary for the whole country we can
avoid a drain of 40 crores of rupees annually,
for the cloth imported into India amounts to
Rs. 66 crores and the yarn to 6 crores. QOut
af the 72 crores a third represents cotton
which we ourselves supply mostly. Therefore,
the .imports may be reckoned strictly at 48
crores. Out of this we shall not be far wrong
in reckoning 8 crores as trade profits and
transport charges, leaving 40 crores as the
net value of the imports.  As against this we
export rice to other countries to the extent of
exactly 40 crores. The Empire Marketing
Board in the pamphlet already referred to has
-stated, while praising the quality of Bengal and
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Burma rice, that India grows more rice tham
she needs. This is incorrect because men
{ike Sir Charles Elliot and Sir William Wilson
Hunter have estimated that a fifth of the popu-
lation goes with one meal a day which means
that six crores of people have no second medd.
'[rﬁagine a2 town like Rajahmundry-Rajamah-
endravaram—situated on the banks of the
Godavary with the waters of the river with
their unnumbered gallons simply flowing to the
ocean while the 68 thousand people of the
town have not a drop of water to drink.
Why ? Because the Municipality has net
brought water to the doors of the inhabitants. |
So'it is with the stream of rice that flows awéy'
to foreign countries while the crores of people' |
living on the banks are left to starve. Why ?
Because there is no Government that puts
enough money into the hands of the people
to buy the rice with. Of rice there is plenty
in the country, of hungry men there are
enough, yet there is no means of bringing the
starving stomachs the food that is next doet
to them but cannot be taken in because there
js no money to purchase the food with. If
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only the 40 crores thatis being drained away
by the cloth imported could be conserved by
the support of the Hand-spun, Hand-woven
cloth industry, then the Indian people would
not be starving and rice would not be finding
its way abroad. And too, out of Rs. 100
worth of mill cloth, Rs. 71 goes to the
capitalist while Rs. 29 goes to labour. But
out of Rs. 100 worth of Hand-spun, Hand-
woven cloth Rs. 79 goes to the craftsmen while
Rs. 21 covers the remaining expenses. Ina
Rupee of Khaddar 3 as. 9 p. goes to spinning,
4 as. 9 p. goes to weaving, 3 as. 9 p. goes to
cotton, 2 as. for carding, 14 a. for bleaching,
1 anna for salesmanship, 14 a. for transport.
Thus the Hand-loom industry conserves the
collateral industries of spinning, printing and
dyeing and bleaching, and through them
conserves the food of the country and puts it
into the mouths of craftsmen. These are sim-
ple propositions in Indian economics. Indeed
these constitute the new economics of India of
which the writers in the West are woefully
iguorant. We do not study them nor does
the Government.
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All crafts receive support only from a co-
operative organisation that finances them but
it is singularly sad to note that for a million
people and 3,30,000 weavers dependent on
this Industry in Madras Presidency there should
be only 63 co-operative societies exclusively
for weavers while the credit societies of which
more than 60 per cent. are weavers are only
76 innumber. The working capital covered
by these societies is Rs, 1,32,632 yielding
a divisible profit of Rs. 3,442 in the year
1927-28, The Townshend Report on Co-
operation has stated that steps so far taken
to help the weavers' community are not
adequate,

Only recently the 1929 Provincial Co-opera-
tive Conference assembled in Madras exhort-
ed co-operative central banks to afford special
facilities to Khaddar societies and ta weaving
societies in particular and to primary rural
credit societies in general, to help this Handi-
craft. Public opinion is day by day consolidat-
ing in favour of the patronage of cottage
industries, people are fast realising in the
East, and it is hoped, they in the West are
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also alive to the fact, that machine industries
have their own limitations and while power is
quite good enough to crush stones, to lift
weights and to abridge space and time it
cannot and ought not to encroach upon
artistic crafts. Nor is production in mass and
for export any longer the cry of the age. Eco-
nomists have discovered that production for
-export or more production to relieve un-
employment is merely like the fox hunting its
own tail. The industrial civilisation of the
West is based upon the theory that the
inventions of to-day must destroy the dis-
coveries of yesterday. Thus the battleship
was swallowed by the cruiser, the cruiser
by the dreadnought and this by the
super dreadnought and all by the sub-
marine, the submarine by the torpedo. The
gamut of destruction is complete. We
see the same nearer home in the motor-car
models that change every year. Tt is said that
proprietors of Singer’s sewing machines were
once collecting old parts and throwing them
into the bed of a river in order to compel the
purchase of new parts. Indeed the civilisa-

»,

-
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tion of the West is a civilisation of parts.
rather than ‘“ wholes’.  This had led to
the abandoning of land for forests and
game, and the making of the country
dependent upon other nations for food.
England gets its rice from India, wheat from
Russia, meat from Australia and New Zealand,
Dairy products from Holland and Belgium and
Denmark, and now its eggs from Lucknow.
Let India not repeat thic mistake when Eng-
land is beginning to see her folly. Norway
and Sweden are now producing enormous
hand-spun, hand-woven cloth, and the writer
saw a bale at Sabarmati with Gandhi. It is.
exquisite in every way. Itis our misfortune
that we copy all that is rejected by London
(L. R.)—Universities and Education, mills and
industry, gewgaws and knick-knacks and
L. R. Teakwood.

The next argument that we have to deal
with in regard to the manufacture of Khaddar
is the argument relating to cheapness. People
complain that Khaddar is not sufficiently
cheap and that they would gladly buy it if that
were not as dear as it is. It is really astonish-
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ing to see how simple these critics are. If
Khaddar were as cheap as or cheaper than
L ancashire cloth, would you require Gandhi,
the National Congress and a patriotic cult, to
spend their time and talents in propagating
the cult of Khaddar ? Water flows from a
higher level to a lower level and the purchase
side of economics always flows from the dearer
to the cheaper. Our whole complaint is that
our goods are made so dear in England that
they could not be purchased by the English
people in the 18th and 19th centuries. Our
whole grievance is that our goods have been

made so dear in India that they have been

made to disappear in the face of the competi-
tion with those imported from Lancashire,
While that is the position, to say that you will
weidr Khaddar provided it is cheap is to beg

to question. Indeed is it not evident to the

meanest understanding that things become
cheap only when they are produced on a large
scale ? Have we not made Khaddar appreci-
ably and considerably cheaper during the past
eight years 7 When we started the manufac-
ture of Khaddar, we were selling 25 counts.
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would be considerably less than upon other
kinds of cloth. Costly silks are dispensed
with ; expensive flannels are bpo longer
required ; a simplicity of dress and demeanour
is soon cultivated and much is saved in the
quantity of cloth no less than in quality and
only a couple of years' experience can con-
vince the cynic and critic who is not willing
to try the experiment but who is free with his
arguments of a purely intellectual nature. On
the point of cheapness, we might as well be
permitted to ask one plain question. Yes,
Khaddar is dear, Lancashire cloth is eheap and
your position is that you must at once buy
Lancashire cloth. So is salt. Our salt is made
dear. Liverpool salt is dumped uponus. It
is made temptingly white, pure and cheap. Are
we not raising a hue and cry that this dumping
of Cheshire salt must be summarily stopped ?
Let -that alone. We have all heard and
been taught how salt is being imported
into this country as keel ballast of the empty
vessels that have to come to India in order %o
carry its vast exports which are not. only vast
“in value but also in volume. Do our friends
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know that last year five crores rupees worth
of wheat was imported into this country and
Sir Basil Blackett has in his last Budget
speech pointed out that export of Indian rice
was reduced on account of competition with
‘the output of rice from the Mediterannean
Sea-Board ? It will not be long before the
English farmers pressed under unemployment
in their own ceuntry will be forced to go out
in quest of “fresh fields and pastures new"” to
far off lands like Australia. We have all
heard how Colonel Amery former Minister for
Colonies has matured a scheme for the
-emigration of the English unemployed not
indeed those belonging to the lower but those
who belonged to the upper and the middle
classes endowed with funds and invested with
prestige. Imagine thousands of these farmers
going to the virgin soil of Australia and
supplying their machine-made tools, engines
and pumps to the art of agriculture and then
imagine how much of paddy will be produced
‘and how cheap it will be brought merely as
keel ballast once again to this unfortunate
rc':ountry, would the ryots say that the
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paddy and the wheat imported into this
country are cheaper when brought from abroad
than the grain produced here and therefore
they should hereafter buy only foreign grain
and abandon their ancient fields? What
would they then grow in these fields, Ganja,
Opium, Jute or Tobacco? The question of
cheapness is really an unworthy issue to be
raised in this connection as it is an unreal

issue.®

When we exalt the question of Khaddar on
to the pedestal of a patriotic plank in
the Congress platform and the platform of
Swaraj, people will turn round and ask
whether it is not the duty of the country to
carry on an effective boycott of British cloth
instead of making that boycott extensive and
apply to foreign cloth and whether it will not
be a sufficient retaliation against Britain to
abandon the purchase of its goods {cloth) in
favour of the cloth imported from other

* Thin psper was written in 1930. It 1s being
published in 1931. And now as feared, a quantity of
Japanese rice has come to Bombay and upset the leve)
of prices in India—as has been complained against by
the Bombay Chamber of Commerce.
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countries like Japan, Germany and America.
Really that is the danger with which the
country is confronted at the present moment.
There is no doubt that the boycott of foreign
cloth has had its own telling effect upon
the production and trade of cloth in
England.*

Congress Committees and those inter-
ested in the boycott of foreign cloth will read
with interest the following remarks made by
a British correspondent on the last day of the
last year (1929), relating to the conditions of

Lancashire cotton industries :—

“ Traders will not be sorry to see the
last of 1929, for it has been one of the
most depressing periods on record. The
trade stagnation has left in its trail bank-
rupt firms, old-established concerns gone
out of business and balance sheets which
are anything but healthy.

The spinning section remains in a
deplorable position. The production of
American yarns is in excess of demand
and prices are weak. Egyptian spinners
are in hardly a better position.

* And upon the politica of India.
4

2o
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From a financial point of view, the
past year has beer a perind of anxiety,
According to my records 123 cotton
companies have gone into liquidation,
but of this number 51 have been formal,
for the purpose of reconstruction or
amalgamation. The number included
40 spinners, 38 manufacturers, 8 spinners
and manufacturers, 4 finishers and 33
merchants and agents. There have been
34 bankruptcies and deeds ol arrange-
ments and the unsecured Jiabilities have
totalled to £1,164,921 and the net assets
£361,529. The bankruptcies, etc., com-
prise 1 spinner, 9 manufacturers, 3
finishers, 41 merchants, Receivers have
been appointed in 34 cases counsisting of
10 spinners, 11 manufacturers, 4 spinners
and manufacturers, 1 finisher and 8
merchants. Ninety-eight companies have
arranged mortgages, debenturers and
general charges, etc, amounting to
£6,800,000. Forty-one cotton companies
comprising ot 39 spinners, one manufac-
turer and 1 spinner and manufacturer have
calls on the shareholders of unpaid
share-capital, the total amount being
£1,492,707. During the year 187 cotton
companies have been registered with a
pominal capital of £5,869,200, these
firms consisting of 13 spinners, 26
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manufacturers, 3 spinners and manufae-
turers, 18 finishers and 127 merchants.*

Whiie this is so this depression in
English trade is no consolation or com-
fort to us because side by side with it
we have the stoiy from Japan and its
aggressive invasion of the Indian market
both by its yarn and its cloth. In the
beginning of this century the Japanese
trade in fabric or yarn with India was
practically negligible. In 1914, says a
magazine, Japan exported 940 bales of
yarn into India. These were valued at
216,850 yens. Twelve years later, in
1026, the amount of Japanese yarn
imported into India increased to 216,850
bales and their value to 28,086,000 yens
{about 42 million rupees). The ratio of
Japanese yarn to the total imported yarn
of India was a little over 2 per cent. in
1914-15, nearly 45 per cent. in 1922-23,
and 65 per cent. in 1925-26.

Out of the total of 50 million 1bs. weight
of yarn consumed every year in India
her mills are calculated to prodace not
rore than half the quantity. The major
portion of imported yarn of India comes
from Japan and England. It is remark-

_;-A-l_l_:h;s is pothing compared to the catastrophe
-ereated in Lancashire and the rest of England by the
‘Bathyagraha movement of 1930-31 in India.
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able that, while the proportion of Japa-
nese yarn export to India increased
more than thirty-fold in twelve years'
periad, that of England decreased from
87 per cent. in 1914.15, to 52 per cent.
in 1922-23 and to only 31 per cent.
in 1925-26,

The large bulk of yarn imported into
India either from Lancashire or Japan is
ot counts hetween 30 and 60,

The value of British cotton yarn im-
ported into India in the commercidl year
ending 31st December, 1924, was esti-
mated at four crores of rupees; while
that of British cotton piece-goods was
nearly 54 crores of rupees.

Japanese greys have now predominat-
ed. They have ousted English makes
and the condition of the mills in Japan
made it possible for the goods to steadily
gain ground. It is reported that about
800/900 bales are being cleared every
month.”

Then again the latest report from Japan
‘shows how that little country has invaded not
only India but England herself. ‘“ Not only
did Japan threaten Lancashire in her éxports
o piece-goods, but she bids well to capture
the Indian raw cotton market so that Eas-
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-cashire might have to depend on Japan for:
Andian cotton " declared Mr. Barnard Ellinger,
reading a paper prepared by himself and
Mr.' Hugh Ellinger, cotton spinners of Man-.
chester, on Japanese competition in Cotton!
Trade at the Royal Statistical Society, London..

i The paper pointed out how Japan is satis- .
fied, with the world's demand for cheap bulk
-cotton by using a type of raw material which, .
although notso good as that used in Britain, ,
was sufficiently good to satisfy requirements.
Japanese spinners also were very clever in
-mixing cotton. Each mill had its own mixing:
which is kept a secret. Mr. Ellinger stressed
the. advantage Japan held in organisation, for,
in: the British industry it was only the
fringe, the finishing sections and subsidiary,
'trade, that was organised whereas Japan had
‘organised the heart of the industry, cotton.
buying, distributing and chiet productive
sections.

The paper concluded thus:—* No problem.
-confronting the British cotton industry was
more urgent than that of solidifying small firms
into larger units while the rationalisation of’
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trade must include the distributing section.’”
Advocating the formation of a series of big
combines interlocked by the financial com-
munity of interests, Mr. Ellinger recalled that
Lancashire still exported even now approxi--
mately half the cotton goods .that weve
exported from all the countries in the world
and expressed the belief that if she had the’
will and power so to organise as to meet the-
requirements of the present century, she-
would regain her former prosperity.

Meanwhile 77%e Morning Post draws atten-!
tion to the sale, in Lancashire cotton-spinning.
towns, of shirts manufactured in Ireland
from clothimported from Japan which, it says;
were sold at lower prices than locally made:
garments. Cheap Japanese vests are also sell-
ing readily. The paper asks if Lancashire is:
going to submit to the penetration of that.
home market by cottons of the Orient aodt
opines there is probably little profit on im-
ported shirts which probably represent the
dumping of the Japanese surplus.

Shall we transfer our allegiance f{rom.
England to Japan ? Let it be remembered no'w-
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at least that it was through cloth that we lost
our kingdom. Lord Birkenhead in his State-
ment to the Commons in 1927 said: “ We
went to India in that commercial guise which
has frequently in history been our earliest
approach to tuture dominions.” Shall we
konowingly this time and deliberately allow
Japan to make a similar approach to Indiain a
commercial guise in order to establish a future
dominion or act with the grim determination
to get rid of England’s domination ?

Great efforts are being made by the Indian
princes and the people in order to make India
self-contained and restore the self-respect of
this aacient country. The Mysore Govern-
meat has achieved through Khaddar in the
year 1928 the task of finding a supplementary
occupation for 1,000 families of agriculturists
without losing in'the attempt a rupee of the
State Treasury. We make no apology for
inviting the reader to peruse the whole of the
scheme and its description as given by the
Foreign Cloth Boycott Committee’'s Pamphlet
No. 2. It is fortunate that Indian States have
'become awakened to the importance of the
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problem. England knows that Lancashire is
being hit hard from one side or another. What
she is unable therefore to force on British
India, she is fast contemplating to dump upon
Indian India. The famsaheb of Jamnagar while
verbally decrying the report of having placed
an order for £ 2 million worth of Lancashire
cloth, admitted nevertheless that he promised
support to Lancashire. Here is an interesting
extract from an issue of January 1930 of 7/e
Commercial (Published by the Manchester
Guardiar) containing an important article dis-
cussing some aspects of the outlook for
Lancashire trade with India. The author,
~ Dr. L. F. Rushbrook Williams, who is Foreign
Minister of Patiala State, and whose recent
address to the members of the Manchester
Chamber of Commerce made a great impres-
sion on traders here, gives it as his apinion
that in British India Lancashire goods not
only have no preferential advantage over
foreign goods, but owing to the existing poli-
tical situation, are rather at a disadvantage.

“

“ When competition is keen,” he says, “ and

prices approach the same level, political
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sentiment may on critical occasions suffice to
turn the scale against the United Kingdom.”
He is careful enough to point out, however,
that what is commonly called India is politi-
cally notone country but two countries, British
India and the Indian States. The Indian
States, with their population of 70,000,000
people, embrace more than one-third of
the entire Indian sub-continent, and, in Dr.
Rushbrook Williams' view, are likely to offer
in the near future an increasingly valuable
market for British goods. “Moreover,” it is
added, ‘‘there isreason to believe that their
influence will be exerted along economic
lines, as it has always been exerted along
political lines, in a direction fostering and
strengthening the ties with Great Britain.”

“ The present tariff system in India is
such that the proceeds of the British
Indian tariff which is imposed by a body
upon which the londian States are not
represented, and which is levied even on
goods consumed in those States—are
credited, with certain small exceptions, to
the British Indian Exchequer, so that the
Indian States are indirectly taxed for the
protection of British Indian industries.
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It is not surprising, therefore, that the
Navanagar port of Bedi, which is one of

the few possible points at which the
Indian States could have access to the

sea, should recently have enjoyed a con-
siderable increase of trade. It remains

to be seen whether goods entering India
through Bedi will continue to he exempt
from the British Indian tariff and the
position at present is an interesting one.”

In this great process of rehabilitation of
Khaddar, every man, woman and child in
India can render adequate assistance. Yet,
the very mill-owners have an opportunity of
serving the country through Khaddar, and
Gandhi has prescribed the following six
methods in which they can render that

assistance :
1. They can sell Khaddar through their
agencies.
2. They can lend their talents to the
movement.
3. They can by a Conference with the
All.-India  Spinners’ Association

determine the varieties they should
manufacture in terms of boycaott.
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-4. They can cease to manufacture Khad-
dar whether in that name or in any

other.

5. They can standardise their prices so
as neither to suffer loss nor to
increase their profits,

6. They can render financial assistance -
to the movement.™ '

Yes, the Khadi moveirent is a patriotic
movement. Indeed it is a national movement
and itis a Swaraj movement. Khadi easily
brings the movement into touch with every
living soul in India. Inspeaking of the national
movement we often exhort every citizen to do
his or her duty by the country. It may not
be given to everyone of these to play some
part in Non-co-operation but where is the man,
woman or child that isnot clad and may not be
¢lad in home-spun fabrics ! They may be coarse
to look at but they are soft to the feel. They
may excite the pity of the observer but they
fill the wearer with joy and satisfaction. They

*YJome of these have been accepted by the mill-owners
who have subscribed to the declaration formulated by
thé Congress during the great struggle of 1930-31.
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are durable. They keep the body warm in
winter and cool in summer. A recent dis-
covery by Dr. J. C. Bose has attributed to
them the additional power of minimising
sound. They solve the problem of unemploy-
ment in India. They raise the standard of self-
respect in the country. They constitute the
uniform of every soldier of the Non-violent
Army of India in the warfare for the recovery
of Swaraj. Nay, the constructive programme
chiefly consisting of the manufacture and
propagation of Khaddar hasbeen well describ-
ed as the drill and discipline which this non-
violent army has to undergo from day to dav
in its preparation for civil disobedience. Thé
process of spinning is a process that engég‘es:
your mind, occupies your time, 'c:om‘po'st%I
your thoughts and subdues your passions. Try
it when you are in a bad temper. Have a
foretaste of it when you are perturbed in
mind and you will find half an hour’s
spinning has softened your Zamsit feelings
and transformed you into a Safwik creature,
It is not given to everyoneto be the comman—
der of an army or be the builder of a temple
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.But even as a soldier that is truly patriotic
would no more complain against the outpost
where he is charged with the duties of being a
sentinel than the humble devotee against the
sort of tabernacle wherein he may have a
chance to worship, 2ven so the humble Khadi
worker may not complain against the absence
of limelight irradiating his sphere of work, for
he is contributing to the nation’s recovery of
its self-sufficiency and self-respect and to the
removal of starvation from the hungry
stomachs that are helpless. India is truly at
the parting of ways. She has to choose
between the spinning wheel and the steering
wheel, between Khadi and Kaki and to her
to-day there is littie doubt that her salvation
rests in her adherence to the Charka and
Khaddar. The last battle has revealed that if
only people are serious about Khaddar, they
need not lose asingle life or shed a single
drop of blood in emancipating their country,
for an army of 70,000 men, women and
children clad in Khaddar has won a notable
victory for Sathya over asathya, for dharma
over adharma, for ahimsa over himsa, for

2
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unarmed India over mighty England with her
puissant armies running into lakhs, finances
running into crores, with her bombs,
aeroplanes, cruisers, submarines and dread-
noughts.
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PUBLISHERS' NOTE

WENTY years ago when the agitation on behalf
of Indians in South Africa was atits height,
\Ir. H. S. L. Polak, a warm iriend and admirer of Mr.
andhi with whom he had worked for the Indian
cause in South Africa wrote, at the request of the
publishers, a sketch of Mr. Gandhi for the benefit of
readers in India. The first edition was sold out
within a short time and the publishers have already
~ issued as many as eight editions, with additions as
o:casions demanded. In this the ninth edition, an
.ttempt is made to bring the story of Mahatma Gandhi's
'fe up-to-date. Itis a clear and succinct narrative of
1is remarkable career in South Africa and India,
ncluding a sketch of the Non-Co-operation move-
-neat, his historic trial and imprisonment, together
vith a full account of his great match to the salt
nans of Surat, his arrest and internment, the Slocombe
‘nterview, and the famous Sapru-Jayakar negotiations,
+he Round Table Conference, the Gandhi-Irwin Agree-
ment, the Rupture and the Agreement with Lord
Willingdon down to his departure for I.ondon to
attend the second Round Table Conference.

Apart from its purely biographical interest, the
sketch is a rapid review of the social and politicgw
history of modern India, as the Mahatma's life and
activities are so intimately bound up withc smost
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every phase of the nation’s activity during the last
fifteen years.

It is hoped that this critical and comprehensive
study of his life and career. coupled with apprecia-
tions of the Mahatma by such distinguished persons
like the Rt. Hon. V.S. Srinivasa Sastri, Mr. and
Mrs. Polak, Sir Rabindranath Tagore, Mrs. Sarojini
Naidu, Dr. Gilbert Murray, Dr. Holmes, M. Romain
Rolland, Mr. C. F. Andrews, Bishop Whitehead, Mr.
H. N. Brailsford, Mr. George Slocombe, Lord Irwin
and others, will be welcomed by the public not only
in India but in other countries as well.

Advantage has been taken of the issue of this
new edition to include the text of the Agreement
with Lord Willingdon, while the full text aof the
Gandhi-Irwin Agreement of Bth March, 1931, is

printed as an appendix.
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THE MAN AND HIS MISSION

A SCENE IN JOHANNESBURG

HE scene is laid in Johannesburg., Summer is coming

and the days are lengthening out. At Park Station,

at ) o'clock on a Sunday eveniog, in September, 1908,
whilst it was still broad daylight, a small animated group of
dark-skinoned people might have been observed eagerly
looking in the direction from which the mail train from
“ .tal, that stops at Volksrust, was expected. The
'chers were Madrassi hawkers, who were apparently
.iting the arrival of one affectionately regarded by
m. Punectually to time, the train steamed in and there

- observed, descending from a second-class compartment
nded by a prison-warder in uniform, a small, slim, dark,
‘ve man with calin eyes and a serene countenance. He

- clad in the garb of a South African native convict—

/1 military cap, that did not protect him from the sun,
-, coarse jacket, bearing a numbered ticket and marked

‘Ii the broad arrow, short trousers, one leg dark, the
er light, similarly marked, thick grey woollen socks

' leather sandals. But it was plain that bhe was not a
1th African native, and upon closer scrntiny, one became
are that he, too, was an Indian, like those who respect-

'y saluted him, ae be turned quietly to the warder for
-tructions. He was carrying a white canvas bag, which
"1 his clothing and other effects found upon him when he
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was received by the gaol authorities, and also a small
basket containing books. He had been sent by the
Government to travel nearly two hundred miles, for many
hours, without food or the means of procuring it, as the
warder had no fuads for that purpose, aud but for the
charity of a Eunropean friend--a Government official—he
would have had to starve for tweaty-four hours. A brief
consultation ensued between the prisoner and the warder.
The latter appeared to realise the incongruity of the
situation, for he bore himself towards the prisoner with
every reasonable mark of respect. The latter was
evidently a person of some importance, to whom a consider-
able amount of deference should be shown. The subject
of conversation was whether the prisouer preferred to go
by cab or to walk to the gaol. If the former, he (the
prisoner) would have to pay for it. He, however, declined
the easier method of locomotion, choosing to walk three-
quarters of a mile in broad daylight, in his convict snit
to the gaol acd resolutely shouldering bis bag, he briskly
stepped out, the Madrassi hawkers shamefacedly following
at some distance. Later, he disappeared within the grim
portals of the Johaunesburg gaol, above which is carved,
in Dutch, the motto, ¢ Union makes strength’.

Five years have passed. On the dusty, undulating
road from Standerton to Greylingstad, for a distance
of three miles, is seen a long, trailing “army”™ of
wen who, on closer inspection, are recognisable as
Indians of the labouring classes, to the number of some
two thousand. Upon questioning them, it would be fouad
that they had been gathered from the coal mines of
Northern Natal, where they had been working under
indenture, or as *‘ free”” men, liable to the £3 annual tax
apon the freedom of themselves, their wives, their sons of
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16 years and their daughters of thirteen. They had
marched from Newcastle to Charlestown whence they bad
crossed the border into the I'ransvaal, at Volksrust. They
were now marching stolidly and patiently on until they
reached Tolstoy Farm, near Johannesburg, or they were
arrested, as prohibited immigrants, by the Government.
Thus they had wmarched for several days on a handful of
rice, bread and sugar a day, carryiog with them all their
few worldly belongings, hopeful that, at the ead the burden

- of the hated £3 tax would be removed from their shoulders.

 F

PRI

They appeared to place implicit trust in a small, limping,
bent, but dogged man, coarsely dressed and using a staff
peinfully marching at the head of the straggling column,

" but with a serene and peaceful countenance, and a look of
- sareness and content. A nearer inspection of this strange
~figure discloses the same individua! that we have already
' © seen entering the forbidding portals of the *“ Fort ", at
. _..Johannesburg. Buthow much older looking and care-worn?

He has taken a vow to eat only one poor meal a day, until
the iniquitous tax upon the honour and chastity of his
rothers and sisters shall have been repealed. Upon him,
~~ the foremost protagonist of the movement, has fallen the
inin burden and responsibility of organising one of the
reatest and noblest protests against tyranny that the
world has ever seen during the preceding seven years.
Time has left its mark upon him ?
FROM SOUTH AFRICA TO INDIA

Nine more years have passed. Bent down by the
weight of years, but resolute of beart, that same figure is
yet the cynosure of all eyes. The scene is laid now
in Ahmedabad where thousands of Khadder-clad pilgrims
march in solemn array to the court-house and await * the
man of destiny”. It was twelve noon on the 18th of -
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March. That same frail figure in a loin cloth, with the
dear old familiar smile of deep content, enters the court-
house. The whole court suddenly rises to greet  the
illustrious prisoner. ‘‘'This looks like a family gathering,”
gays he with the benignant smile of his. The heart of the
gathering throbs with alterpate hopes and fears, but the
august prisoner, pure of heart and meek of spirit, is calm
like the deep sea. In a moment, the great trial had begun ;
and as the prisoner made his historic statewment, tears
were seen trickling dowa the cheeks of the stoutest.
“T wish to endorse all the blame that the Advocate-
General has thrown on my shoulders,” says he with perfect
candour. “ To preach disaffection to the existing
gystem of government has become almost a passion
with me * * * T do not ask for mercy. I do not
plead any extenuating act. I am here, therefore, to
invite and submit to the highest penalty that can be
inflicted upon me for what in law is a deliberate -crime
and what appears to me to be the highest duty of a
citizen.”" And then follows the terrible indictment of the
Governrnent. The Judge himself is deeply moved. He
feals the greatness of the occasion and, in slow and deli-
berate accents, he says: ‘‘ It would be impossible to ignore
the fact that you are in a different category from any
person 1 have ever tried or am likely to try. It would be
impossible to ignore the fact that in the eyes of millions
of your countrymen, you are a great patriot and a great
leader. Even those who differ from you ia politics look
upon you as a man of high ideals and of noble aad even
saintly life.”” “But,” he coatinned, “T have to deal with
you i one character only * * to judge you as a man
subject to the law who has by his own admission broken
the law, committed, what to an ordinary man must appear
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» be grave offences against the State.”” ‘A sentence of
8ix years' simple imprisonmnent is passed : but the Judge
adds: “ that, if the course of events in India should make
it possible for the Government to reduce the period and
release you, no one will be better pleased than 1" And
the prisoner thanks the Judge, and there is perfect good
bumour. Was there ever such a trial in the history of
British Courts or apy other court for the matter of that?

~ And fioally be bids farewell to the tearful throng pressing
forward to touch the bare feet of him whose presence was
a benediction '

'The man is Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi, Dewan’s
son, Barrister-at-Law, scholar, student, ecultured Indian
gentleman, * farmer and weaver,” and leader of his people.
Because he preferred to obey the dictates of conscience,
because he placed honour before comfort or even life itselt,
because he chose not to accept an insult to his Motherland,
because he strove 8o that right should prevail and that his
people might have life, a civilised, Christian Government
in a Colony over which waves the British flag, deemed
that the best way to overcome such dangerous contumacy
was to cast his body into gaol, where at ome time -
he was compelled te herd with and starve upon the
diet of the most degraded aboriginal native felons, men
barely emerging from the condition of brate-beasts,
or rather, with all their human aspirations aod instiacts
crushed out of them by the treatment accorded to
‘“ civiliging "’ process of the Transvaal's
colour legislation. And, again obeying the behests of
conscience, believing that he best serves India so, he
again chooses the refuge of prison, convinced like Thoreau
that he ig freer than his gaolers or those who mourn for
hono bt do mot liberate themselves from bondage.

them under the
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EARLY LIFE AND EDUCATION

Mobandas Karamchand Gandhi was born on the 2nd
October, 1869. Though he has a Brahmin's spirituality
and desire to serve and teach, he is not a Bralmip.
Though he has a Kshattriya's courage and devotion, he
is not a2 Kshattriya. He beloogs to an old Bapia family
resident in Kathiawar, politics being a heritage of the
family. His forefathers were Dewans of the State of
Porbandar in that Provinee, his father Laving been
Dewan of that State for 25 years, as also of Rajkote and
other States in Kathiawar. He was likewise, at one time,
a member of the Rajasthanik Sabha, having been nominat-
ed thereto by the Government of Bombay. Mr. Gandhi's
father was known to, and loved by, all with whom he
came in contact and be did not hesitate, if need came, to
oppose the will of the Rana of Porbandar and of the Politi-
cal Ageot, when he thought that they were adopting a wrong
or unworthy line of conduct., This particular trait bas
evidently descended to his youngest son. Mr. Gandhi's
mother was an orthodox Hindu lady, rigid in her observ-
ance of religious obligations, strict in the performance of
her duties as wife and mother, and stern in her determi-
pation that her cbildren should grow up good and honest
men and women, Between her youngest sou and herself
existed a strong affection, and her religious example and
influence left a lasting impression upon his character.
Mohandas Gandhi received his education partly in Kathiawar
and partly in London. It was only with the greatest diffi-
culty that his mother could be prevailed upoa to consent
to his"crossing the waters, and, before doing so, she exacted
frorn him a threefold vow, administered by a Jain priest
that be would abstain from flesh, alcohol and women. And
¢his vow was faithfully and whole-heartedly kept amidst all
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the temptations of student life in Liondon. Young Gandhi
became an under-graduate of the Londor University and
afterwards joined the Inner Temple, whence he emerged in
due course a barrister-at-law. He returned to India jmme-
diately after his call, and was at once admitted as an
Advocate of the Bombay High Court, in which capacity he
began practice with some success.
VISIT TO SOUTH ATRICA

In 1893, Mr. Gandhi was induced to go to South
Africa, proceeding to Natal and then to the Transvaal, in
connection with an [ndian legal case of some difficulty.
Almost immediately upon landing at Durban, disillusion-
ment awailed him, Brought up in British traditions of the
equality of all British subjects, an honoured guest in the
capital of the Empire, he fouad that in the British Colony
of Natal, he was regarded as a pariah, scarcely higher than
a savage aboriginal npative of the soil. He appealed for
admission as an Advocate of the Supreme Court of Natal,
but his application was oppgsed by the Law Society on the
ground that the law did not contemplate that a coloured
person should be admitted to practise. Fortunately, the
Supreme Court viewed the matfer in a different light and
granted the application. .But Mr. Gandhi received sudden
warping of what awaited him in the years to come.

In 1894, on the urgent invitation of the Natal Indian
commupity, be decided to remain in the Colony, in order
that he might be of service in the political troubles that he
foresaw in the near future. In that year, together with a
number of prominent members of the community, he found-
ed the Natal Indian Congress, being for some years its
honorary secretary, in which capacity he drafted a number
of petitions and memorials admirable in construction, lucid
and simple in phraseology, clear and concise in the manner

r
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of setting forth the subject-matter. He took a leading part
in the successful attempt to defeat the Asiatics’ Exclusion
Act passed by the Natal Parliament and in the unsucessful
ooe to prevent the disfranchisement of the Iadian commu-
pnity, though the effort made obliged the Tmperial authori-
ties to insist that this disfranchisement should be effected
along non-racial lines. At the end of 1895, he returned to
Indisa, belog authorised by the Natal and Transvaal Indians
to represent their grievances to the Indian public. 'This he
did by means of addresses and a pamphlet, the mutilated
contents of which were summarised by Reuter and cabled
to Natal, where they evoked a furious protest on the part
of the European colonists, Tho telegram ran thus: A
pamphlet published in India declares that the Indians in
Natal are robbed, and assaulted, apd treated like beasts,
and are unable to obtain redress. The Times of Ilndia
advocates an enquiry into these allegations.”

This message was certainly not the truth, the whole
truth, and nothing but tbe truth, though it had elements of
truth in it. About the same time, My. Gandhi returned to
Durban with his family, and with him, though independent-
ly of him, travelled several compatriots. The rumour arose
that he was brioging with him, a ouinber of skilled Iodian
workers with the express object of ousting the Kuropean
artisans from the field of employments, and the two cireum-
stances combined to stimulate in the colonists, high,and low
alike, all the worst passions, and fecling ran so bigh that
the Attorpey-General, Mr. Escombe, feit himself obliged to
side with the popnlar party, and accordiugly gave jostruc-
tions that the vessel bringing Mv. Gandhi and his compa-
nions should be detained in quarantine. The quarantine
was only raised wheo the ship-owners announced their
intention of taking legal action against the Government.
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Lhe vessels now came alongside the wharf; but the crowd
that assembled became so hostile that a police iamspector,
who came on board, warned Mr. Gandhi of his own personal
danger if he landed then, and he urged him to delay the
landing uatil night. A little later, however, a well-knowsn
member of the Natal Bar came on board specially to greet
Mr. Gandhi and offer his services, and Mr. Gandhi at once
determined to land without waiting for darkoess to come,
trusting, as he himself expressed it, to the British sense of
justice and fair-play. Ile was soon recoguised, however,
set upon, aad half-killed, when the wife of the superinten-
dent of police, who recogoised him, ran to his reacue, and,
raising her umbrella over him, defied the crowd, and accom-
panied him to the store of an Indian friend. Mr. Gandhi
was, however, in order to save his friend’s property, obliged
to escape disguised as a police constable.
The affair was ‘at an end, popular passions calmed
Yown, and the newspapers apologlsed to him, though the
ilent demonstrated the teinper of the mob towards the
-ileat landian community. Years afterwards, meeting
. Gandli one day, Mr. Kscombe expressed profound
svet at his connection with this unsavoury business, declar-
.ug that, at the time, he was unacquainted with M-,
Gandhi's personal merits and those of the commuaity to
which he belonged. Half an hour later he was found dead
in the streets, stricken down by heart-disease.
BOER WAR AND THE INDIAN AMBULANCE CORPS
lo 1849, at the outbreak of the Anglo-Boer War,
Ir. Gagdhi, after considerable opposition, induced the
{iovernment te accept the offter of an Indian Ambulance
Corps. The Corps was one thousand strong and saw active
service, being oa one occasion, at least, under heavy fire,
and on another, removing the dead body of Lord Kobert's

‘41
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only son from the field. The Corps was favourably
reported on, and Mr. Gandhi was mentioned in despatches
and afterwards awarded the war medal. His object in
offering the services of a body of Indians to do eveu the
most menial work was to show that the Indian community
desired to take their full share of public responsibilities,
and that just as they knew how to demand rights, so they
also knew to assume obligations. And that has been the
key-note of Mr. Gandhi's public work from the beginning.

Writing 1o the Illustrated Star of Johannesburg in
July 1911, a European, who had taken part in that
campaign, observed :—

My first meeting with Mr. M, Gandhi was under strange cir-
cumstances. 1t was on the road from Spion Kop, after the fateful
retirement of the British troops in January, 1900. The previous
afternoon I saw the Indian mule-train moved up the slopes of the
Kop carrying water to the distressed soldiers who had lain power-
less on the platean. The mules carried the water in immense bags,
one on each side, led by Indians at their heads. The gallizcg rifle-
fire, which heralded their argval on the top, did not deter the
strangely-looking cavalcade which moved slowly forward, and as an
Indian fell, another quietly stepped forward to fill the vacant place.
Afterwards the grim duty of the bearer corps, whieh Mr. Gandhi
organised in Natal, began. It was on such occasions the Indiaus
proved their fortitude, and the one with the greatest fortitude of all
was the subject of this sketch. Atter a night's work, which bhad
shattered men with much bigger frames I came across Gandhi in
the early morning sitting by the roadside—eating & regulation Army
biscuit. Every man in Buller's force was dull and depressed, and
damnation was heartily invoked on everything. But Gendhi was
stoical in his bearing, cheerful, and confident in his conversation,
and had a kindly eye. He did opbe good. It was an informal
introduction, and it led to a friendship. I saw the man and his
small undisciplined corps on many a field of battle during the Nata
campaign. When suécour was to be rendered they were there.
Their unagsuming dauntlessness cost them many lives, and even-
tually an order was published torbidding them to go into the firing-
line. Gandhi simyly did his daty then, and his comment tbe other
evering in the moment ot his triumph, at the dinner to the Euro-
peans who had supported the Iodian movement, when some
hundreds of his countrymen aod a large number of Europeans paid
him a noble tribute, was that he had simply done his duty.
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RETURN TO INDIA

In 1901, owing to a breakdown in health, Mr. Gandhi
came to India, taking his family with him. Before he
went, however, the Natal Indian community presented him,
Mrs. Gandhi, and his children with a valuable gold plate
and jewellery. He refused, however, to accept a single
item of this munificent gift, putting it on one side to be
used for public purposes, should the need arise. The incid-
ent but endeared him the more to the people, who realised
once again how selfless was the work that he had so
modestly and unassumingly undertaken. Before the Ambu-
lance Corps left for the front, its members had been
publicly  entertained by Sir Joho Robioson, then
Prime Mianister of Natal, and on the occasion of the pre-
sentation to Mr. Gandhi by the I[ndian community, he
addressed a letter to the organisers of the ceremony, in
which, after excusing his unavoidable absence, he said :

It would have given me great pleasure to have been present on
the occasion of so well-earned a mark of respect to our able and
distinguished fellow-eitizen, Mr. Gaundhi. . . . Not the less
heartily do I wish all success to this public recognition ot the good
work done and the many services rendered to the community by
Mr. Gandhi.

On his arrival in Bombay. Mr. Gaodhi once more
vesumed practice, as he then had no intention of returning
to South Africa, believing that with the end of the war, a
new era had arrived.

BACK TO SOUTH AFRICA

Scarcely, however, had he returned from the Calcutta
Congress, where, under Mr. {(now Sir) Dinshaw Wacha, he
did some very useful organising work unobtrusively, when
he received an urgent telegramn from Natal, peremptorily
calling him back to South Africa to draft the memorials to-
Mr. Chamberlain, whose visit was imminent, to take charge
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of the work required to secure the removal of existing
grievances apd to place Indian affairs finally on a bigher
level. Without a moment's hesitation, he obeyed the call
of duty, and a new chapter opened in his life. In Natal, he
had been able to overcome official prejudice and was high
in the esteem of all those heads of departments and minis-
ters with whom his public duties brought him into contact.
But when, after beading a deputation to Mr. Chamberlain
in Natal, he was called to the Transvaal for similar purpose
he found all officialdom hostile, and he was refused the
right to attend upon Mr. Chamberlain as a member of a
deputation of T'ransvaal Indians: and it was only after the
utmost endeavours that he prevailed upon the Indian com-
munity to send a deputation that did not include him.
Finding that the situation was becoming rapidly worse,
and being without a trained guide, the Transvaal Indians
pressed him to remain with them, and this he at last
consented to do, being admitted to practise as an Attorney
of the Supreme Court of the Transvaal. In 1903, together
with other communal leaders, he founded the Transvaal
British Indian Association, of which, until his final depar-
ture from South Africa, he was the honorary secretary and
principal legal adviser.
FOUNDING OF “ THE INDIAN OPINION "

About the middle of 1903, it had occurred to him that,
if the South African Indians were to be brought into closer
association with each other and with their European fellow-
colonists, and to be politically and socially educated, it was
absolutely necessary to have a newspaper, and, after con-
sultation, he provided the greater part of the capital for its
inauguration, with the late Mr. M. H. Nazar as editor, and
‘thus the Indian Opinion was born. It was first published iz
English, Gujarati, Hindi and Tamil. For various reasons,
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it afterwards became necessary to dispense with the
Tamil and Hindi columns.

Towards the end of 1904, however, finding that the
paper was absorbing most of the money that could be
spared without making any appreciable finaucial headway,
he went to Durban to investigate the situation. During the
journsy, he became absorbed in the perusal of Ruskin’s
“ Unto This Last ”, and he received certain impressions that
were counfirmed whilst on a visit to some relatives, who had
started a trading enterprise in an up-country village. His
conclusions were that the town conditions in which the
paper was produced wece such as almost to compel unlimit-

waste, to act as a check upon the origisality and
ividuality of the workers, and to prevent the realisation
nis dearest desire to so infuse the columns of the paper
i a spirit of tolerance and persuasiveness as to bring
.-ther all that was best in the European and Indian
amunities, whose fate it was to dwell side by side,
qer mutually hostile to or snspicious of each other, or
icably co-operating in the securing of the welfare of the

ate and the building-up of a wise administration of its
--ets,

THE PHMENIX SETTLEMENT

Accordingly, he determined that the very first thing

e done was to put an end to the divorce of the workers
1n the land, and from this determination, arose what has
1:e become known as the Pheenix Settlement. Phoenix
~ .itnated about 12 miles from Durban, in the midst of a
rar-growing country, and Mr. Gandhi invested his savings
the purchase of an estate of about 100 acres of lacd
“out two miles distant from the station, on which were
ected the press buildings and machinery. A npumber of
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selected Indians and Europeans were invited to become
settlers, and the original conditions were these—that
they should have entire management of all the assets
of the press, including the land itself; that each
should practically vow himself to a life of poverty,
accepting not more than £3 (Rs. 45) a mooth, expenses
beiog high in South Africa, and an equal share in the
profits, if any; that a house should he builc for him,
for which he shou'd pay when able, and in whatever
ipstalments might seem suitable to him, without interest ;
that he should have two acres of land as his own for culti-
vation, payment being on similar conditions, and that he
should devote himself to working for the public good,
Indian Opinion beiong meanwhile the mainspring of the
work. Whilst the fundamental principles remained, it
became necessary later, in the light of further experience,
to modify these conditions. Subsequently, the Pheenix
settlers extended the scope of their labours, to the task of
educating some at least of the children of the lakh-and-
a-half of Indians in South Africa.

SERVICE IN PLAGUE AREAS

In 1904, aa outbreak of plague occurred in the Indian
Lacation, Johannesburg, largely owing te gross negligence
on the part of the Municipal authorities, in spite of repeated
warnings of the insanitary conditions prevailing. A week
before the official aonouncement of the ootbreak, Mr.
Gandhi sent a final warning that plague had already
broken out, but his statement was officially denied. When,
however, a public admission of the existence ot plague
could no longer be withheld, but before the Municipal
authorities had taken any steps to cope with the dizease,
he at once organised a private hospital aed aursing home,
and, together with a few devoted friends, personally tended
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.+ plague patients ; and this work was formally appreciat-
| by the Municipal authorities.
LEADING A STRETCHER-BEARER CORPS

In 1906, a native rebellion broke out in Natal due to
1any causes, but realising that bloodshed was imminent
and that hospital work would necessarily ensue therefrom,
Mr. Gandhi offered, on behalf of the Natal Indians, a
Stretcher-Bearer Corps, which, after some delay, was
accepted. Meanwhile he had sent his family to Pheenix,
where he thought it was most proper that they should live,
rather thao ia the dirt, noise, and restlessness of the town.
He himself volunteered to lead the Corps, which was on
attive service for a month, being mentioned in despatches
and publicly congratulated and thanked by the Governor
. for the valuable services rendered. Each member of the
v Corps has had awarded to bim the medal especially struck
+ for the occasion, and as an indication of the manner in
_ “which the Transvaal Government appreciated the work so
‘ ﬂulﬂessly performed by Mr. Gandhi and his Corps, it may
" be noted that, together with at least three other members
of the Corps, as well as some who belonged to or helped to
fit out the old Ambulance Corps, he was flung into gaol to

associate with criminals of the lowest type.

The work of the Corps was, besides that of carrying
stretchers and marching on foot behind mounted infantry,
through dense bush, sometimes thirty miles a day, in the
nidst of & savage enemy’s country unarmed and unprotect-
ed, to perform the task of hospital assistants and to nurse
the wounded natives, who bad been callously shot down by
the colonial troopers, or had been cruelly lashed by military
command. Mr. Gandhi does not like to speak his mind
about what he saw or learnt on this occasion. But many,_p
times he must have had searchings of conscience as to the
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propriety of his allying himself, even in that merciful capa-
city, with those capable of such acts of revolting and in-
excusable brutality. However, it is well to know that nearly
all his solicitude was exercised on behalf of aboriginal native
patients, and one saw the Dewan’s son ministering to the
peeds and allaying the sufferings of some of the most un-
developed types of humanity, whose odour, habits and
surroundings must have been extremely repugnant to a8 man
of refined tastes—though Mr. Gandhi hiinself will not
admit this.

ANTI-ASIATIC LAW AND PASSIVE RESISTANCE

Scarcely had he returned to Johaonesburg to resume
practice (he had left his office to look after itself during his
ahsence) when a thunderbolt was launched by the Transvaal
Government by the promulgation of the Draft Asiatic Law
Amendment Ordinance. After years of plotting and
scheming, the anti-Asiatics of the Transvaal, having fivst
secured the willing services of an administrative department
anxious to find an excuse for the continuance of its own
existence, compelled the capitulation of the executive itself
with the aforementioned result. Mr. Gandhi at once
realised what was afoot, and understood immediately that,
unless the Indian community adopted a decided attitude of
protest, which would be backed up, if necessary, by resolute
action, the whole Indian population of Sauth Africa was
doomed, and be accordingly took counsel with the leading
members of the community, who agreed that the measure
must be fought to the bitter end. Mr. Gandhi was chiefly
responsible for the Initiation of the policy of passive
resistance that was so successfully carried out by the
Indians of South Africa during the next eight
yearsi Since that day, Mr. Gaodki's history has been
mainly that of the Passive Resistance struggle. All
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koow how he took the oath not to submit to the
Law on the 11th September, 1906; how he went to
England with a compatriot in the same year, and how their
vigorous pleading induced T.ord Elgin to suspend the
operation of the objectionable piece of legislation: how,
when the law finally received the Royal assent, he threw
himself into the forefront of the fight and by speech, pen,
and example, inspired the whole community to maintain an
adamantipe front to the attack that was being wmade upon
the very foundations of its religion, its national honour, its
racial self-respect, its manhood. No one was, therefore,
surprised when, at the end of 1907, Mr. Gapdhi was
arrested, together with a number of other leaders, and con-
: signed to gaol .or how, when he heard that some of his
friends in Pretoria had been sentenced to six months’
_ imprisonment with hard labour, the maximum penalty, he
pleaded with the Magistrate to impose that penalty upon
him too, as he had been the acknowledged leader and
_ inspirer of the opposition against this Law. To him it was
_ a terrible shock that his followers were being more harshly

treated than he himself, and it was with bowed head and
' deep humiliation that he left the court, sentenced to two
months’ simple imprisonment only. Happily, the Govern-
ment realised the seriousness of the situation, and after
three weeks’ imprisonment of the leading passive resisters,
General Smuts opened negotiations with them, and a
comprorise was effected between him and the Indian
commupity, partly written; partly verbal, whereby voluntary
registration, which had been repeatedly offered, was
accepted conditionally upon the Law being subsequently
repealed. This promise of repeal was made personally to
. Mr. Gandhi by General Smuts in the presence of official
witnesses. When, shortly afterwards, Mr. Gandhi was

2
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nearly killed by a few of his more fanatical countrymen
{who thought he had betrayed them to the (Gavernment)
as he was on his way to the Registration Ofhce to carry
out his pledge to the Government, he issmed a letter
to the Jodian community in which he definitely declared
that promise of repeal had been made. (ieneral Smuts
did not do so until several months later. No one
was, however, astonished to find Mr. Gaodhi charging
General Sumuts with breach of faith, and absolutely
refusing to compromise himself or the community that
he represented by accepting further legislation that would,
in the end, have still further degraded the lodiaus of
South Africa. Having convinced his colleagues that
such acceptance on their part was impossible, the
struggle re-commenced.

Twice again, duriog the period of passive resistance,
was he sent to gaol, and then the Government sought to
seduce his followers from their allegiance, by imprisoning
them in hundceds and leaving bim free. ” In 1909, whilst
his friend aad fellow-worker, Mr. Polak, was io ledia, on
behalf of the South African Indian community, he and a
colleague had gone to England to endeavour to arouse the
public conscience there to the enormities that were being
perpetrated in South Africa in the name of the British
people. Whilst he failed ia his wain purpose to secure
trom Geaneral Smuts, through the mediation of the Imperial
(Government, the removal of the racial bar in the EFmmigra-
tion Law, he nevertheless sowed the seeds of the subse-
quent settlement, for his suggestions were embodied,
and their adoption was recommended by the Imperial
Government in their Despatch to Lord Gladstone, shortly
after the creation of the Upion of South Africa in the

following year.
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MR, GOKHALE'S HISTORIC VISIT

In 1911, the second *' provisional settlement’ was
effected after the Union Government had, notwithstanding
prolonged and sympathetic negotiations with Mr. Gandhi,
found themselves unable to discover a formula acceptable
alike to the Indian community, the Government themselves
and Parliament. Nor did the year 1912 show any better
promise in the direction of a final settlement. Meanwhile,
there occurred the historic visit to South Africa of India’s
great statesmanp-patriot, the Hon. Mr. Gokhale, who, even
then, was suffering from ill-health. Myr. Gandhi, who, for
years had regarded him as his own political leader, had
invited him to South Africa, not primarily for political
reasons, but 8o that he might narese his guru back to health.
(lircumstances combined, however, to impose upoo Mr.
Gokhale a greater physical strain than had been antici-
pated in spite of Mr. Gandhi's own devoted personal
gervice. It was pathetic and beautiful to observe the way
these two old friends refused to see anything but the best
. each other, in spite of their fundamental differences, of

aperament and often of outloock. To Gandhi, Gokhale
i~ the gallant and selfless paladin, whom the whole of
lia looked up to as her noblest son. To Gokhale,
.ndhi was the very embodiment of saintly self-abpega-
n, a man whose personal sufferings, splendid and
ivalrous leadership and moral fervour, marked him out
one of the most outstanding figures of the day, the
mning leader of his people, who had made the name of
.+ adored Motherland, revered and honoured throughout
the Empire and beyond, and who had proved beyond dis-
pute the capacity of even his most insigoificant country-
men to live and die for her.
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FURTHER STAGES OF THE STRUGGLE

During bis visit, Mr. (iokhale extracted a promise
(afterwards denied) from the principal Union Ministers,
that they would introduce legislation repealing the £3 tax.
When, therefore, in 1913, Mr. Gapdhi discovered that the
Government were not going to fulfil their pledges of 1911,
and that they refused to repeal the £3 tax, he denounced
the * provincial settlement’, and, in September, announced
the revival of Passive Resistance and its bodily extension
to Natal, where he promptly organised and carried
through the now historic strike, The events of this last
phase of the struggle are of historic interest—the
campaign of the Indian women whose marriages had been
dishonoured by a fresh decision of the Supreme Court
at the instigstion of the Government, the awakening of the
free and indentured labourers all over Natal, the strikes,
and the historic march into the Transvaal, the scenes
enacted later in the effort to crush the strikers and compel
them to resume work, the arrest and imprisonment of the
principal leaders and of hundreds—many thousands—of
the rank and file, the enormous Indian mass meetings held
in Durban, Johannesburg, and other parts of the Union,
the fierce and passionate indignation aroused in India, the
large sums of money poured inte South Africa from all
parts of the Motherland, Lord Hardinge’s famous speech at
Madras, in which he placed himself at the head of Tudian
public opinion and his demand for a Commission of Inquiry,
the energetic efforts of Lord Ampthill's Committee, the
hurried intervention of the Imperial authorities, the
appointment over the heads of the Indian community of a
Commission whose personnel could not satisfy the Indians,
the discharge from prison of the leaders whose advice to
ignore  the Commission was almost universally accepted,
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the arrival of Messrs. Andrews and Pearson and their
wonderful work of reconciliation, the deaths of Harbat
Singh and Valliamma, the strained position relieved only
by the interruption of the second Kuropean strike, when
Mr. Gandhi, as on an earlier occasion, undertook not to
bamper the Government whilst they had their hands full
with the fresh difficulty, and when it had been dealt with,
the entirely new spirit of friendliness, trust, and co-operation
that was found to have been created by the moderation of
the great Indian leader and the loving influence spread
around him by Mr. Andrews as he proceeded with his
great Imperial mission.

All these things are by now matters of history, as are the
favourable recommendations of the Commission on practi-
cally every point referred to it and out of which Passive
Resistance had arisen, the adoption of the Commission’s
Report in its entirety by the Government, the introduction
and passing into law of the Indians’ Relief Act, after
leagthy and remarkable debates in both Houses of the
Legislature, the correspondence between Mr. Gandhi and
General Smuts, in which the latter undertook, on behalf of
the Government, to carry through the administrative ve-
forms that were not covered by the new Act, and the final
letter of the Indian protagonist of Passive Resistance —
formally announcing the conclusion of the struggle and
settiog forth the poiats upon which Indians would sooner
or later have to be satisfied before they could acquire com-
plete equality of civil status—and the scenes of his depart-
ure for his beloved Motherland. :

MR. AND MRS. GANDHI IN LONDON

Faithful to his instinct for service, Mr. Gandhi hur-
ried to Englaad, where he heard that Gokhale was eriti-
cally ill, and arrived, on the outbreak of the Great War, to
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find that bis friend was slowly recovering from the almost
tatal attack that had overwhelmed him. Here, too, his
sense of respounsibility revealed itself. He recogpised that
it was India's duty, in the hour of the Empire's trial, to do
all in her power to help, and he at ooce set about the
formation of the Indian Volunteer Ambulance Crops in
London, enrolling himself and his devoted wife, who had
berself been barely snatched from the jaws of death .but a
few weeks earlier, amongst thie members. But the years of
strain, his neglect of his own physical well-being, and his
nddiction to long fasts as a means to spiritual purification,
had undermined a never very robust constitution, and his
coudition became 3o serious that private and official friends

iosisted upon his proceeding immediately, with Murs.
Gandhi, to India.

RETURN T0O THE MOTHERLAND

On his return to the Motherland, at the beginning of
1915, Mr. Gandhi was npaturally very much before the
public eye. His progress through India, from the day of
the publiclanding and welcome at the Apollo Bunder, was,
in the nature of a veritable triumph, marred only by
the sudden death of his beloved teaclher, Gopal Krishna
Gokhale, who had sacrificed health and life itself upon the
altar of his country’s welfare.

The Government of India marked their appreciation
of Mr. Gandhi’s unique services by recommending him for
the Kaiser-i-Hind gold medal, which was coaferred npon
him by the King-Emperor amongst the 1915 New Year
Honours. 7To Gokhale he had given a promise to
make no public utterance on Indian affairs until at least a
year had passed, aud he had visited the principal centres
of public life in India. This promise, which was faithfully
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kept, was extracted, because Gokhale, hoping to see in him
his own successor, had been somewhat disturbed by the
very advanced views expressed by Mr. Gandhi in the
proscribed pamphlet— Hind Swaraj* whose pages, we now
know, were written to show the basic similarity of civili-
sation the world over, the superiority of Iodia for the
particular Indian phase of that civilisation and the stupidity
of the barriers of luxury created by the modern industrial
civilisation of the West, that constantly separate man from
man and make him a senseless machine drudge, and that
threaten to invade that holy Motherland that stands in his
eyes for the victory of spirit over matter. Ie had condemn-
ed some things of which he had disapproved, in Gokhale’s
opinion, somewhat hastily, and the older man had thought
that, after an absence from India of so many years, during
which he had perhaps idealised certain phases of Indian
life, a year’s travel and observation would be a useful
corrective, Which of the two, if either, has correctly diag-
vosed the situation, time alone can show.

Bu! one thing is clear. Mr. Gandbi has consistently
maintained these views in the face of adverse eriticisms
from friends and foes. And it is interesting that writing
over a decade after the publication of the book, Mr. Gandhi
observed in Youny Indic (26th January 1921):

It is certainly my good fortune that this booklet of mine is
recefiving wide attention. In my opinion it is a book which can be
put into the hands of a child. [t teaches the gospel of love in the
place ot that ot hate. It replaces violence with self-sacrifice. It
pits sou} force against brute force. It has gone through several
¢ditions and [ commend it to those who would care to read it. I

“tirdraw nothing except one word of it and that in deference to a
ly triend.

* Hinp SwaraJd or Inpiany Houme Rure. By Mahatma Gandhi.
ne Annas Eight. G. A. Natesan & Co., Publishers, Madras.



24 MAHATMA GANDHI

.
SATYAGRAHASHRAM

Mr. Gandhi, however, made his headquarters at
Ahmedabad, the capital of his own Province of Gujarat aud
here he fonnded his Satyagrahashram, where he has been
endeavouring to train up from childhood public servants
upon a bagis of austerity of life and personal subordination
to the common good, the members supporting themselves
by work at the hand-loom or other manual labour. (The
Rules and Regulations of the Ashram are printed as an
Appendix to this book.) )

TRAVELS IN INDIA

True to his promise to Mr. Gokhale, Mr. Gandhi, on
his return to India, started on an extensive tour throughthe
country. Though his idea was merely to visit every place
of importance and acquaiot himself thoroughbly with the
conditions of the country and thus acquire first-hand know-
ledge of men and things, he had of course to speak wher-
ever he went. He was given a warm and enthusiastic
welcome at every station, and the inagnificent demonstra-
tions in bis honour bore an eloquent testimony to the great
regard in which.his countrymen have always held him. Mr.
Gandhi accepted these marks of affection and respect with
his accustomed grace, but spoke ount his mind on every sub-
ject as the occasion demanded. One characteristic feature
of these speeches was that Mr, Gandhi seldom repeated
second-hand opinions and his views on every subject were,
therefore, refreshingly original. As a reformer, his interests
were eancyclopiedic and he touched life at many points at
once. [tis convenicnt, therefore, in a review of bis travels
and opinions, to record his_views on the maay public ques-
tions that confronted him as he passed trom place to place
in his first great pilgrimage through the country. Undeterred
by fear or any exaggerated sense of coanventional respecta-
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worked out the great problems of life in harmony. Suarely
then, we shall evolve a civilisation which may well be the
envy of the world. This ideal will be achieved for the
glory of Britain and India. Then Oh, : England and India, as
God’s greater children, unite in that aim, and work
according to the design of Providence to produce that
result which may go down in the annals of the world as
the purpose of (od, namely service of His Creation—
Humanity.

Oh! England ! rise above your immediate political or
trade interests, hold Tndia’s hand in her hour of need and
make Tndia great that Eogland may be greater; and Oh!
India ! submerge all your comnmunal or political differences
and embrace the hand of England and make her great in
order that India may be greater.

Thus, both united in bonds of unity and friendship,
fulfil that destiny that Christ, Mahommed and the Vedas
taught ; the destiny of self-realisation, and through it the
cause of Man thronghout the world. May we thus leave
some footprints behind so that our progeny may koow that
East and West, which were differentiated by races, colours
and religions, have, through f{riendship with Englaad,
arrived at that great position which will be the, glory of
God and the pride of Man.
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My Lord Chancellor, when, on his return to India,
His Excellency Lord Irwin made the historic announcement
of October 1929, giving a more precise definition of the
policy of His Majesty's Government towards the ultimate
goal of India, than had been done in the declaration of 20th
August 1917, aod stating that His Majesty’s Government
intendad to invite the representatives of British India and
Indian India to a Round Table Conference in London, so
that an agreed settlement of the Indian constitutional pro-
‘blemn might be arrived at, the two great organisations of the
Indian Mussalmans—the All-India Muslim League and the
All Todian Muslim Conferenre—welcomed that announce-
ment in the main for two reasous.

In the first place, they realised, that, when the
Government and the people of a country are confronted with
such difficult and complicated political problems as is the
case now in Inldia, a Round Table Conference at which the
representatives of the parties concerned may have a full
and frank exchange of views in order to bring about an
agreed settlement, is the most eflective way of realising the
end in view,

In the second place, they believed that where the
political situation is so grave, as it is at present in India,
calling for immediate solution, a Round Table Conference is
also the most expeditious way of meeting the situation.

And now that this Round Table Conference has been
opened by His Majesty our King-Emperor in person, in a

_gracious speech, vibrating with the love of India and with
sympathy for the legitimute aspiration of her people, I, for
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one, refuse to believe that, with some of the best brains of
England and of India assembled round this table, we shall
not arrive at a satisfactory solution of the problems, which,
both India and Kngland have to face, a solution which,
while satistying the legitimate aspiration of the Indian
peoples will thereby strengthen the link which binds
Eogland and India together.

My Lord Chancellor, ninety-seven years ago, during
the debate on the first Government of India Bill in 1833,
the late Thomas Babington Macaulay, who had taken a
prominent part in the preparation of that Bill, observed as
follows :

The destinies of our Indian Empire are c¢overed with thick
darkness. It is difficult to form any conjecture as o the fateful
result for a State which resembles no other in history, and which
torms by itseif a separate class of political phenomena. The laws
which regulate its growth and decay are still unknown to us. It may
be that the mind ot India may expand under our system, till it has
outgrown that system, that by good government we may educate
enr subjects into a capacity for better government, that having be-
"come instructed in European knowledge they may in some future age,
demand Europeaa institutions. Whether such a day will ever come,.
I know not, but never will I attempt to avert it or retard it, When-
ever it comes, it will be the proudest day in English history.

That was the glorious vision which the late Lord
Macaulay saw, when introducing that measure in the House
of Commons. The dawn of the day, when that vision may
be realised, has now come.

Unfortunately, thereafter, if I may venture so to put it,
the British Parliament succumbed to what can only be des-
evibed as sleeping sickness in its relations with India ; for we
find that it was not until 1861, some thirty years after, that
a Bill was intreduced in the House of Commons for the first
time recognising the need for associating Indian represent-
atives in the work of legislation in that country. But that
association was a very limited one, secured only through
nomination. Again, the British Parliament went to sleep,.
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and slept for over 40 years, and it was not until the year
1909, that the elective principle was introduced into the
Legislative Councils of India. Meanwhile, India had gone
on advancing rapidly. The influence of Western education,
the study of British constitutional history, the study of
French and Italian lListory, had aroused in the minds of
educated Indians dreams which Macaulay, at any rate, had
contemplated when the Bill of 1833, was introduced.

The result was that the tardy measures taken at such
long intervals by the British Parliament, instead of satisfy-
ing the aspirations of the Indian peoples, gave futher im-
petus to those aspirations. It is a curious fact in history
that political aspirations have a very strange way of grow-
ing. What may satisfy a people to-day, if not given in
time, will not satisfy them to-morrow. That is what is
happening in India.

Shortly after the Act of 1909, a great war broke out, &
war which gradually drew into it almost all the leading
nations of the world. During that war, Iodia came for-
ward to prove her devotion to the British connection in tbat
life and death struggle, in which the very existence of the
Empire itself was in danger. India came forward to prove
her devotion to the British connection by taking her share
of the burden spontaneously and by providing for the
armies of England over one million recruits—soldiers who
vindicated the hooour and the name of their country on
the varinus battlefields of Europe, Asia, and Africa.

The part taken by India during this unparalleled
world conflagration gained for her, her legitimate position
in the international affairs of the world as a sigoatory to
the [reaty of Versailles and an original member of the
League of Nations. But, within the British Commonwealth
of Nations, curious as it may appear, she still cootinued to-
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-oceupy an inferior position. After the conclusion of peace,
‘until the appointment of the Royal Cowmmission, uafortun-
‘ately, a succession of events took place in India, which
added to the various causes of unrest in that country
‘influenciog the Indian mind. When His Majesty's Govern-
ment was pleased to appoint the Royal Commission, India
‘was absolutely excluded from that Commission. No
representative of India was appointed to it, with the
result that the unvest in that country increased tenfold.
And now, we have to face a situation, which in all
earnestness is indeed grave.

When I see acticles in the news-papers stating that
all the unrest in India is confined only to the educated
classes and that the uneducated masses, or Indians living
‘in rural areas, bhave ne sympathy whatever with the
‘pational movement which is going on in India, I am more
than surprised. It would be very amusing, if it were not
‘80 tragic. Do writers who indulge in that sort of writing
‘realise that handreds of thousands of India’s soldiers who
took part in the Great War and who have seen with their
own eyes what other people are in their own countries,

have returmed to India and after demobilisation have
dispersed all over the rural areas of the country, living in

villages, talking to their fellow villagers? They have told
their tellow villagers what they have seen in Europe and in
the near and middle East. Do these writers realise what
.a deep and widespread effect the stories, which these
dewmobilised soldiers have told their country-men, have had
in the villages and remote corners of rural India—what a
-deep and wide-spread effect they have had on the minds
of Indian villagers?

Just look for a moment at what is going on now in
Jodia. This civil disobedience, which we have openly
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condemned, not only in England, but in India—is that move-
ment limited to the educated classes? No doubt the move-
ment is led by the educated classes; but who are the men.
who are facing all the trials, all the troubles, which this

Jivil Disobedience movement Lias given rise to ? ‘They be-

long to the uneducated masscs. To say that the un-
educated masses are entirely out of toneh with the national

movewent thatis going on in India is, if I may venture to

say so, the action according to the Oriental saying of 2 man

who closes his eyes when the cat is approaching him

thinking that thereby he is safe.

Fortunately among the British Delegation here, there
are at least three statesmen who kanow that T am
a Punjabi, and that we Punjabis are not easily alarm-
ed. Indeed, the greater the difficulty the more firm,
the more cool and the more calm Punjabis be-
come. They also know that I have proved, in the last
40 years of my public life in India, the strongest and
firmest supporter of the British connection in India

80 -
much so that on occasions I have been called a reactionary
by my own countrymen. It is [ who say that the situation
in India is very grave, very grave.

If a solution calculated to satisfy the legitimate
aspirations of the Indian peoples and thereby to strengthen .
the tie which binds England and India together is not
attained by this Conference, I tremble to thiok what the
situation will be. Now that we have met in order to try
to find that solution, it is my business, as spokesman to-day
of my community, of the Muslim group, to tell you what
we, the representatives of the Muslim community in this
Conference think. Our position 18 very simple. To
repeat what I said in the Viceregal Lodge at Delhi in
November, 1924 :
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“We want our countrymen in India to rise to that
‘gtature to which other people have risen in their own
couatries, We want [ndia to attain Dominion status as an
eqnal partner in the British Commonwealth of Nations.”

I say, we waant India to rise to her full stature within
the British Commonwealth of Nations for this reason: in
‘the new conditions which have be=n brought into existence
as a result of the wonderful progress which science has
made and a3 a result of the world forces, which are now
actually in operation as a consequence of the Great War,
no couantry in the world, however rich or powerfal, can
afford to lead an isolated life.

The tendency of modern international movements is
towards the associatiou of Nations and couatries for the
purposes of security, of mutual help, and co-ordination of
effort. Therefore we, Mussalmans of Irdia, realise that
the British Commonwealth of Nations is there for India to
be associated with it aad to coatinue to be associated with
it for her own benefit an! in her own interest, That is the
deep-rooted coaviction in our minds, and that is the reason
of our traditional loyalty.

At the same time, it is perfectly natural for the
seventy-one millions of His Majesty’s Mussalman subjects
to insist upon this—that in the constitutional and adminris-
trative avolution of Tadia they must have their legitimate
share, both in the Provincial and in the Central Government.

I do not desire, on the present occasion, te enter into
the details of the claims which the Mussalman community
has put forward in this conpection. That is 2 matter which
will have to be discussed in the committees. Some of our
own committees are already considering that matter, and
I trust they will be able to arrive at a satisfactory
conclusion. To my mind, in view of India’s vast extent, in

L o s m mNBas
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view of her territorial divisions well recognised for centuries
past, and in view of the other complicated conditions, which
obtain in India, there is only one form of government, one
basis for the future constitution of India, which alone will
suit the circumstances of the case, and that is the federal
system. We therefore welcome the declarations, made by
Their Highnesses the Maharajah of Bikaner and the
Maharajah of Alwar, on behalf of their Princely Order,
that the Indian States are willing to come into an All-India
Federation.

To me, as a constitutional lawyer, a self-governing
India side by side with an Tndian India having its relations
within the Crown is a hopelessly impossible conception.
A Federation of Tndia must include both British India a8
well as Indian India. In 8o far as British India is
concerned, we must, as it is the case in every other kind of
structure, build upwards and not downwards.

Therefore, I welcome the recommendation made in
certain quarters of granting Provincial Automomy to the
Provinces. These will be the federal units of our All-
India Federation in the future; but the Mussaliman Group
have no hesitation in saying that that is not enough—that
the responsibility must be introduced in the centre.

How far that responsibility should go is a matter whieh
will be discussed in the committees hereafter. We are
willing that, for the transitional period, certain vital reser-
vations might be made. That is to the interests of India
itself, and in consequence we have mno objection to that.
But you have seen that the Report of the Royal Commis-
sion has been coudemned in India by every school of poli-
tical thought, mainly on the ground tbat it does not propose
to introduce responsibility in the Centre.
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To the British Delegation, I have one final appeal to
make hefore I sit down. Believe me, a bappy and con-
tented India will be a source of immense strength to the
British Commonwealth of Nations. Take your coarage in
your two hands. The situation is grave. When a situa-
tion is grave, far-sighted statesmen should require that it
should be handled with wisdom and generosity. Taking
your courage in your two handg, do what you did in South
Aftica shortly after the conclusion of the South Afiican
War.

What has been the result? During the sittings of the
Iinperial Conference, which T had the honour of attending
on behalf of my country, nothing struck me more than the
way in which the representatives of South Afriea, through-
out the deliberations of the Conference, upheld the tie
which binds South Africa and England together.

Believe me, the legitimate satisfaction of legitimate
aspirations brings contentment, and contentment awakens feel-
ings of love and affection for those who have satisfied those
legitimate aspirations. If the aspirations of au educated India
ave satisfied, the result will be that the tie between India
and England will be strengthened. Then all your Imperial
problems—the problem of Empire defence, the problem of
inter-Imperial trade, even the problem of Xmpire unemploy-
ment—will be solved within a measurable distance of time.

That is my appeal to the members of the British
Delegation. Wisdom and sympathy is what is required og
this occasion—that wisdom and sympathy with which Lord’
Irwin is handling the situation in India to-day. o those
who have been attacking Lord Irwin, I would say this; but
for Lord Irwin hapdling the situation, as he has done ip
India, to-day the situation would have beem ten times

worse. (prolonged applause).
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In the name of India, and inthe name of the British
Commonwealth of Nations, of which India forms an inte-
gral part, and hopes to be an equal partner with the other
Dominions, I earnestly beg of you representatives of the
British Delegation, representatives of the Indian Delegation
and representatives of the British Indian Delegation, to realise
the pgravity of the situation, and to give their undivided
attention to a satisfactory solution of the grave problem,
with which we are confronted—a solution which, while
satisfying the legitimate aspirations of the people of India,
will, at the same time, strengthen the link which binds
England and India. (loud applause).
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oility, he retained his independence, indifferent to the
applause or contumely of his listeners.

ANARCHICAL CRIMES

Speaking at the Students’ Hall, College Square, Cal-
cutta, in March 1915, when the Hon, Mr. Lyon presided,
he said, with reference to anarchical crimes, that

whatever his personal views were, he must say that misguided
peal that resorts to-dacoities and assassinations cannot be productive
of any good. These dacoities and assassinatious are absolutely a
foreign growth in India. They cannot take root here and cannot be
& permanent institution here. History proves that assassinations
have done no good. The religion of the country, the Hindu religion,
is abstention from “ himsa", that is, taking animal life. 'Uhat is, he
believes, the guiding principle ot all religions. The Hindu
religion says that even the evil-doer should not be hated. It says
that nobody has any right to kill even the evil-doer. These
agsassinations are a8 Western institution, and the speaker warned
bis hearers against the Western methods and Western evils.

That was a strikiog pronouncement of » public man
denouncing aparchical crimes pot on mere grounds of
political ivexpediency but on deeper grounds of morality
and religion. That was the first public utterance of a man
who scorned the shibboleths of lip loyalty uite as much as
the subterfuges of secret societies. Mr. Gandhi thus
vindicated his great principle that the means are a part of
the end aond that in bhis politics at any rate he would
countenance no fuestionable methods for the attaioment of
quite uadeniably legitimate and honourable aims. It was
the same principle that he vindicated at the Karachi Con-

. gress of 1931 when he denounced political violence while

appreciating the heroism of Bhagat Singh. 'Thus he struck
a blow at the root of all Machiavellian politics that the
end justifies the means.

LOYALTY TO THE BRITISH RAJ

At the British Law Dinner in April of the same year,
" whserved in proposing (at the request of the President,
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Mr. Chairman, I find that now my turn comes to speak,
after so many eminent brother Delegates from India have
spoken before me. e have heard most illustrious
speeches made by the Indian Princes and by the most
capable British Indian leaders—leaders who have a
command of law, advocacy, and it will be a somewhat
difficult task for me to express the claims of India, and
my own views, in any better language than has already
been used.

When T was asked to attend this Conference to re-
present the conservative element among the Indian States,
I was aware that the occasion would be one of the first
importance.

T am forced to confess, however, that the extreme
importance of the occasion has been very much more fully
brought home to me, by the opening speeches to which I
listened yesterday and to-day. It seems to me, without
exaggeration, that a nation is being brought to the birth,
More than ever before, I am conscions of the measure of
the task before us, and I realise that we shall require every
ounce of wisdom, patience, goodwill, adaptability, and
imagination which everyone of us has to coantribute, if these
great problems are to be successfully solved.

I am conscious that a heavy burden of responsibility
has been laid on me, It must seem strange to some that,
in a country, whose ways of life are so ruled by custom
and tradition as Tndia, there should be no pelitical party
which calls itself conservative. Yet I believe that there is
scarcely one of my fellow Delegates, who would submit,
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without protest, to the designation of Conservative. So far,
-at least, as designation goes, T stand alone, My task isin
gome ways a thankless one. It is made more difficult by
the fact that on the personal side, I am entirely without
experience of the public discussion of affairs ; and I ask the
forbearance of all here, and of those in India for whom
T speak, if through inezperience, I prove an indifferent
advocate of my cause. At the same time, I feel greatly
‘honoured that I have been chosen to take part in these
deliberations, and however faulty my advocacy may be,
1 am encouraged and upheld by the conviction that half
the humanity shares the views which it falls to me to
propound. I feel certain that not only among the millions
-who till the soil of Tndia, but among all sober-minded
politicians and statesmen there must be a large measure of
support for, and sympathy with, those who counsel a
cautious advance, and preach the dangers of precipitation
and short cuts.

I believe, moreover, that when once power is given to
India to shape her own destinies, a strong party of
-experienced and responsible politicians will emerge, which
will call itself the Conservative Party, for the chief ingredi-
ent in conservatism is, in my view, a sense of responsibility.
Such a sense of responsibility has not, so far, had an
opportunity to develop aud the constitutional advancement
of Tndia will provide it with the opportusity for which it is
waiting.

The energy that is now being devoted to gaining that
advancement will, when the victory is won, be converted
to the consolidation and preservation of the position that
bas been gained. I do not claim that the conservative
point of view has a monopoly of wisdom amd foresight;
‘but T do not, on the other hand, admit that the progressive
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point of view rallies to its banpers the whole available
stock ot energy or idealism. I do, however, suggest, that,
in the world at large, the conservative elements are the:
great repository of experience, and that they have therefore
much of value to contribute to the common stock.

In this country of England, where one of the great
parties of the State has been for many years known as the-
Conservative Party, it may appear to many to be mere
waste of time and breath to say that the conservative
attitude does not begin and end with blind and obstinate
resistance to all changes of any kind. I believe, none the
leas, that there are in India those who suspect the conserva-
tive attitude to consist merely in distrust of, and opposition.
to, change as such, and I wish, therefore, to bégin with a
gincere assurance that this is not the case.

The Princes, whatever their views, whether conser-
vative or advanced, are in the fullest sympathy with all the
legitimate aspiration of the leaders of thought in DBritish
India. The Princes of India welcome the emergence of
India as a nation among the nations of the world, and
gladly and whole-heartedly support the efforts of represen-
tative Indians by which this claim to nationhood is being
established.

There are, however, I will confess, some aspects of
our Indian problem in regard to which the men of
conservative principles will, I believe, obstinately, though
not blindly, resist all change. They will resist with all
their power any sign of failing in loyalty to the Crown, and
any attempt to sever India's destinies from the British
Empire, of which we are proud to be a part. I hope and
believe, however, that to this extent every member of this.
Conference i8 a conservative; and I content myself with
saying that I yield to none in my loyalty to these ties, and
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in the siocerity of my desire for India's happiness and
prosperity in the future.

Before T begin to state my position, I wish to make
one point clear. To guard against possible misunder-
standing, let me say here that, in my approach to these
problems, I am dealing mainly with those aspects which
-concern the States.

Perhaps T can best define the conservative attitude by
saying that we differ from other schools of thought less, as
to the object to be achieved, thao as to the pace and the
method of achievement. A good car needs a brake as
well as an accelerator; a ship requires an anchor as well
as an engine, The proverbial difference between ‘haste’ and
‘speed’ is a truth go commonplace that ve are aptto be
impatient when we are reminded of it, but it is the
function of the conservative to insist on the truth of truths
so old, that they are sometimes forgotten. Each one of us
as an individual learns such truths for himself by experi-
ence, sometimes bitter. 1 moerely ask that we should
apply to the problems of statecraft the caution and
restraint, which we exercise in the daily round of our
individual lives.

One of the most difficult aspects of the problem which
concerns us all, is in my view the variety of the interests
which have to be reconciled. We are met, not to prove
before an impartial tribunal that one view and not the
other is true, that ome policy should be adopted, one
community or one set of interests should be favoured, and
the others set aside, overlooked, or suppressed. We have
to reconcile all points of view and achieve a measure of
agreement. It is possible to coax into the parlour those
who cannot be driven into the fold. For this purpose, the
quality which we require in the largest measure is mutual
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confidence. The quality of confidence is a plant of slow
growth. 1t is not a commodity that can be weighed outin
parcels and distributed. Tts growth cannot be artificially
forced. It grows in the soil of safety and it requires a
peaceful atmosphere of security for its nourishment. Until
this spirit of mutual confidence and geodwill animates us-
all the path of the Indian nation will be a difficult one te-
tread. T feel so strong the danger of pressing ahead in
disregard of the health of this tender plant, om whose life
and growth our safety depends, that I make no apology
for my insistence on the danger of precipitaney and the-
need for caution in eur rate of advance.

The Indian States—I speak for the comservative ele-
meant— wish to safeguard their individual existence. They
ask for guarantees that the changes in the Government of:
India, which are foreshadowed, will leave them free to pursue-
their own ideals in the manner of their heritage and tradi-
tion. They ask that their position will not be modified
without their own consent, that changes will not be forced
on them and that the treaties into which they entered:
with the British power in India will be henoured in the
spirit and in the letter.

It may be thought by some that there is a sinister
intention underlying the request for guarantees and safe-
guards the intention to make permanent the divisions which-
exist in India and so to prevent her from attaining the full
stature of a nation. This is not the desire of the States.

We have no desire to stand in the way of reforms
for British India. We wish only to be assured that the
reforms which the Indians of British India desire, do not
impose on us changes which we do not desire. We wish
to preserve the individual and historical identity of the
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States which our forefathers carved out for themselves and
handed down to us. 1f these interests can be secured, we
make no further claims. If these interests can be secured
without our participating in the common Councils of India,
we have no wish to thrust ourselves in, simply for the
sake of participation. If, as may well be the case, they
cannot be secured, except by participation, we desire no
greater measure of participation than is needed to achieve
these euds.

Similarly as to the pace of the advance, if the
changes which are decided on for British India necessitate
changes in the relations between the Government of India
and the States, we desire that such changes may be made
step by step; that they shall be restricted at each stage to
a minimum, and that the effect of each step shall be care-
fully considered before a fresh step is taken. Many of the
changes which are adumbrated are, from the conservative
point of view, in the nature of an experiment. The more
fundamnental the changes, the greater and more daring will
the experiment be. There is a Latin proverb wbich teaches
us that experiments should be made on subjects of com-
paratively little value. 'The States do not regard themsel-
ves as objects of comparatively little value (Laughter), and
they are reluctant to be the subject of experiment, because
the daring nature of an experiment, even its brilliant suc-
cesses, are slight consolations to the object whose existence
is sacrificed for it. We wish to konow the nature of our
destination. e are unwilling to set out for a destination
hereatter to be revealed.

There are those who see in visions of the future a
picture of an India united in religion, race, and creed,
pursuing one ideal and standing as one nation without
diversity of interests or outlook among its peoples. This
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hope the future may bring true, but not the world of the
present.

We desire that the interests of the present shall not
be completely subordinated to those of the future: and we
are not willing to surrender the substance of our position
to-day, for the shadow of a position which we may one
day achieve in 2 Federated India. We do not desire
federation, if this involves the gradual disappearance of
all that the States have stood for in the past.

I have one more thing to say. Rights and obligations
are complimentary. They are the two sides of one medal.
This is as true of the nation as of the individual. It is
perhaps inevitable that, in negotiations such as these, the
rights should be emphasised by one side or the other, and
the obligations glossed over. Let us, I mean everyone
here, recognise that every right involves an obligation, Tf
we ask for rights, let us honestly and squarely face the
implications of our claims. Let us strive, not in a spirit of
bargaining, but in a statesmanlike spirit of compromise and
accommodation to satisfy each other's aoxieties, in the
confident hope that by concessions to the fears or pre-
Jjudices of the doubting, a rich harvest is to be won, for, by
the confidence thus inspired, the ground is prepared for
that spirit of mutual trust and goodwill, to create which is
the real aim of all concession.

His Majesty the King Emperor reminded us, in the
gracious words with which he opered this Conference, that
“ten years is but a brief span in the life of a nation.”
These are weighty words which I hope will be pondered
deeply by all who share in the decisions of our destinies.
I bave singled them out, not because I would have the
Indian nation mark time even for a moment when the

“way 18 clear to go forward, but because I feel that
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however rapid the pace of development, which the {facts
may admit, the distance that we have to travel is more than
a day's journey. It requires stages for its completion. If
I may vary my metaphor, the structure of a constitution is
50 massive that it cannot be erected on a fragile foundation,
and it is in the laying of the foundations that the greatest
foresight, caution and sagacity are imperatively necessary.
If by the united labours of the experienced statesmen of
our two countries the foundations of a worthy edifice can
be well and truly laid, we can, then more sately bope that
the youth of India may be left to complete the builaing..

The state of India to-day is such as to bring tears to the
eyes of all who love her. 1t may be that in the inscrutable
ways of Providence, she i3 being led through pain and
travail to a future of joy and happiness. I pray that this be
so. I am reminded on this occasion of the words of a great
British orator, Edmund Burke, when the fate of another
nation was in the balance—* I think "' he said, “ we ought
to inaugurate our discussions on this subject with the
ancient invocation of the Church of ‘Sursom Corda '—* Lift
up our hearts’ '’ , and conclude my speech with some
memorable words of his—" magnanimity in politics is not
seldom the truest wisdom;” and ““ a grest Empire and little
minds go ill together.”

S
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No one is more sensible than myself of the profound
interest and importance of this Conference, and I think no:
man can contemplate without emotion this assembly here
of so many representatives of India, with the Princes and
the British Delegation, gathered together in this old Palace
of St. James in order 1o deliberate on this question affecting
the constitution and the future of India. Indeed, I feel in
listening to the speeches of my old colleague the Maharaja
of Alwar and Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, as if I were back
again, seven or eight years ago, to the time when we were
colleagues in an Imperial Conference and when we battled
together and fought together, I believe, not unsuccessfully
for the furtber recognition of the pesition of Indians in the
Dominions and elsewhere.

I think and I know that those gentlemen and others
who know me, will not imagine that I am lacking in
sympathy with the ideals and aspirations that have heen
expressed here and in India, and in whatever I say 1 am
impressed solely by the duty of speaking courageously
and frankly to the audience lLere. My hopes and views
about India’s future do not differ greatly from those who
have expressed most passionately their own aspirations.

May I interpellate this, and may I say first of all how
extremely interested I am in the last speech heard from
the Maharaja of Rewa—how well he understood couserva-
tives and cooservatism. They hold on to what is best in.
the past, and they look forward to what is best in the
future ; and, at the same time, with a lack of arrogance-
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which, T hope, you will note. We do not claim to have a
monopoly of all the virtues. (Laughter and applause.)

Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru made some observations about
the interest of members of Parliament in Indian affairs, and
about the very small number of men who control matters
both here and in India. There seemed to be implied in
his observations the suggestion that, while many members
of Parliament know very little about India, there was not
a deep and profound interest among the people of this
country in the affairs and in the future of India, and in
their connection with India.

Speaking in the presence of members of Parliament,
I would not like to suggest that there are those outside who
know more about political affairs than they do, but I do
assure you of this—and it would be a great mistake for
anybody in this assembly to form a contrary impression—
that the pride of Englishmen in the history of their
achievements and of their connection with India, and in
the future of India, is deep and profound. Do not let any
man go away from this assembly with the impression that
the interest, the profound and even instructed interest, in-
Indian affairs is confined to half a dozen men in Parliament
or in the Services.

I comment for a moment, if I may, on the observation
made by Mr. Jayakar, because I wish to hang a remark
upon it. His observation was to the effect that England’s
main interest in India is commercial. He said “ There are:
500 or 1,000 families who send their younger sons to India
to make a career for themselves.” Here again, though
I have no doubt he did not intend it, 1 seemed to note a
view somewhat depreciatory of those great Services which
bave worked for so many years with a selfless devotion to
Indian interests and Indian causes. May I say that I felt
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the Hon. Mr. Corbett, the Advocate-General) the toast of
the British Empire :—

As a passive resister I discovered that a passive resister has to
make good his claim to passive resistance no matter under what
circumstance he finds himself, and I discovered that the British
Empire had certain ideals with which I have fallen in love, and
one of those ideals is that every subject of the British Empire has
the freest scope possible for his energies and honour and whatever
be thinks is due to his conscience. I think that this is true of
the British Empire, as it iy not true of any other Government.
(dpplause.) 1 feel, as you here perhaps know, that [ am no lover
of any Government, and I have more than once said that that
Government is best which governs least. And I have found that it
is possible for me to be governed least under the British Empire.
Hence my loyalty to the British Empire. (Loud applanse.}

The speech doubtless made a deep impression not
cnly by the vigour and originality of his exposition but also.
by a certain consistency to his own ethical prineiples.
“ The right to rebel”’, as an inalienable right of a DBritish
citizen—that was quite a characteristic and rather curious
vindication of the British Raj. And so we find in every
one of his public utterances Mr. Gandhi familiarised his
countrymen with his singular opinions.

ADDRESS 10 THE STUDENTS

Addressing the students of Madras at the Y.M.C.A.,
when the Hon. Mr. (now the Rt. Hor.) V. S. Srinivasa
Sastri presided, Mr. Gandhi made his now famous onslaught
on European civilization. He made it plain that in tole-
rating a foreign rule, India never bargained for foreign
culture. We were qunite content to have our own; and
M:. Gandhi argued that we dare not give up our cultural
inheritance at the risk of our soul.

I am and I have been a determined opponent of modern civili-
sation. I want you to turn your eyes to-day upon what is going on
in Europe, and if you have come to the conclusion that Burope
is to-day groaning wunder the heels of the modern civilisation,
then you and your elders will have to think twice before you
can emulate that civilisation in our Motherland. But I have been
told, " How c¢an we help it, seeing, that our rulers bring that calture
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a little hurt at that observation ? Like others, my own
‘family has sent out many men to India, who have devoted
‘themselves to the cause of India, and I think it a pity,
‘when we are gathered here to talk about the relations of
these countries, that we should say anything that would
depreciate, to however small an extent, what I believe to
have been the devoted services rendered by so many of my
-countrymen in the building up of India.

Anyhow, I can assure you of this, that no observation
of mine will depreciate the services rendered by Indians to
the Empire. (Applause.) I know, and I can speak not
merely for a party in this, but on behalf of my countrymen,

‘that whatever may be the constitutional issues, they feel
most strongly and most deeply the contributions that
India has made to the Empire, and they are full of
sympathy with, and full of gratitude for the great devotion
-and the great energy which Indians, Princes and peoples
alike, threw themselves into their great contribution to the
War. (Applause.) Therefcre, when we are approaching
what is no doubt 3 very great subject, let us at least free
our minds, if we can, from any idea that there exists, either
in my own party or in the country, any indifference or lack
-of zeal or lack of sympathy towards the problems, which
you gentlemen are here discussing.

Naturally, we must come down to practical affairs,
-though I myself have listened with profound interest and
‘sympathy to some of the emotional appeals, that have been
made to us, by the eloquent speakers who have preceded
me, because I am not at all one of those who think that
‘these matters can be settled by dry and hard legal or
-constitutional formulae. T am very sensible and sensitive
indeed to the great part which sentiment and emotion play
‘in the building up of human affairs. But, of course we
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bave to consider that the result of our deliberations
may be embodied in a Bill aod that that Bill is to be pre-
sented to Parliament for its consideration or for its criticism.
or adoption, and that being 8o, T think it may be my duty
to say a word or two as to the attitude or the feeling in-
many Conservative circles towards some of the impressions
they have formed, or which have been shaped in their minds
by the happenings of recent years, because I want to pay
the oaly compliment that I can pay to this assembly, the
compliment of frankness, and I believe that any contribu-
tions that we can make should be not only sincere, but
should be true as far as we can make them, so that we may
join together, as it were, in building up on that basis of
frankness and sincerity and fact the structure which we do
hope to build.

I shall have to say a word or two on that in a moment
but let me make a quotation from the Viceroy's declaration
itself. I was very glad to hear the enthusiasm and applause
with which our present Viceroy's name was received, and:
it is therefore with all the more confidence that I want to
read out to you, to refresh our memory, shall we say, a
passage in that address delivered on the 15th January
1930 to the members of the Legislative Assembly :

I have never sought to delude Indian opinion into the belief
that a definition of purpose, however plainly stated, would of itself,
by the enunciation of a phrase, provide a solution for the problems
which have to be solved, before that purpose is fully realised. The
assertion of a goal, however precise its terms, is of necessity a
different thing from the goal's attainment. No sensible traveller
would feel that the elear definition of his destination was the same
thing as the completion of his journey; but it is an sssurance of

direction.
I lay special stress upon those words, because I think
- there has been certainly in some political circles in India,
:} though not mentioned here, a misinterpretation of them ;
5
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and they have regarded the statement of the goal as the
same thing as the statement of the immediate purpose.
Criticisms of statements as bad faith or breach of faith are
‘often very easy to make, but, even though denied, travel
far, and I wish to state here that there is no promise in
that statement of the immediate translation into fact of the
full measure of Dominion Status, and that it is pointed out
‘there as a goal which may be attained in a swifter way or
in a shorter time, i¢ things go well with the political
development of India, and therefore, while we are united
on the goal, we may, as the Maharaja stated, differ as to
the pace or rapidity with which we may attain that goal.

Now I have one or two things to say, if you will
allow me to say them to you on the recent events in India,
which have, to some extent, disturbed and harrassed and
upset the more Conservative bodies or Conservative opinion
in this country. I have to say so, because, unless we
deal frankly with these matters, we cannot really form a
conception of the attitnde which Parliameat may adopt
towards subsequent Bills. In many ways, Conservative
feeling has been deeply moved by recent events in India;
it has been deeply disturbed by the great non-co-operation
movement. Conservatives have never helieved that non-
co-operation on a large scale could be non-violent. They
have never believed that the experiments already tried in
‘India some years ago with unfortunate results could be
tried again in India with more fortunate results,

They are barrassed also by an anxiety that, if we
agree here upon some constitution, and if the representa-
tives of India go back to work {it, there is a paity, very
strong party and an organised party in India which will,
as it were, wrest the opportunity from the hands of those
who are here, and will merely use those powers that are
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granted for furthering their own separatist and independent
ends.

We were told that that independence and those
declarations of independence by the Congress were due to
frustrated ambition, frustrated desire for further Self-
Government, [ am not going for a moment into the
Ppsychology of those declarations. I will only say that
declarations of that sort of independence and separation from
the Empire have been made. 1 regret that they have been
made, but they have had some definite influence upon
Counservative opinion in this conntry. Further than that,
declarations have been made even about repudiations of
debts, or in the milder form (but coming to exactly the
same thing as far as eredit is concerned) of an examination
into the debts incurred by India to see that they have been
properly incurred. One can easily see, and one knows,
that had & most unfortunate effect among the com-
mercial and trading classes of this country. It has given a
shock to their confidence, possibly made them rather more
conservative in their views than they were before.

We have had an observation about monopolies from
Mr. Jayakar. I do not know quite what he meant by
these monopolies. Referring to what would be done, if
India had Self-Government, he said, ‘Let me give them
one warning—that they will pot enjoy the monopoly they
have, in so far as it is enjoyed, on the simple ground that
in their skin there is less pigment than in mine.”

What are those monopolies ? I submit that there is
no monepoly-—legal, constitutional er of any other kind—
except that monopoly which is obtained by skill, by energy
and by commercial success. I say advisedly that there is
no single commercial operation in India, which cannot be
undertaken just as well by any Indian as by any Britisher.
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Therefore, I submit without fear of contradiction or chal-
lenge, that there is no such thing as 2 monopoly such as.
has been referred to. Then, Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru told
us that the Moghuls were conquerers and that they became
domiciled. He seemed to draw some distinction between
the position of the British in India and the Moghuls in that
respect. What 1 am going to say is this—and our feeling
in regard to this point is strong—that quite apart from any
legal constitutional rights founded on Acts of Parliament
our position in India, and our services to India, have given
us a strong claim on moral grounds alone to be considered,
a claim which I think has not been fully dealt with by any
of the speakers who have addressed us. '

I am not going to allude—because they are so familiar-
to you—to our achievements on the material side, our work.
in the destruction or diminution of famine, or the great
works of irrigation, or what we have done for law and
order and the whole machinery of goverament. All that
long history of education in political theory has been, as I
think wavy Indians will admit, one of the great contribut--
ing causes to the growth of that pational sentiment, to
which such eloquent expression has been given in this Con-
ference already. Therefore: when we are talking of the
British positien in India, let us remember that we have
been there now a long time. .

Do not talk of us, as one or two speakers have done,.
a3 aliens. Talk of us as those who have contributed greatly
to the constitution and to the growth, moral and material,
of India, as those who have won a place in India of con-
sideration—of partnership, if you like to use that word on
account of our previous service.

I want to allude with some —I was going to say hesi-
tation—to the work of the Statutory Commission, because
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we have been told by one speaker already that it has wet
with general condempation in India. 1 assume that every-
body here present has read carefully and pondered both
volumes of the Report of the Statntory Commission, and
really I am often amazed when [ look at it that so little
regard appears to have been paid by some people to that
Report. I am one of those unrepentant persons who haviog
read it and studied it, consider it to be a great contribution
both in thought and report to the great Indian problem.

It has been treated, as in some respects it might be called,
a very revolutionary document, and I want to make that
statement good. Just take the position as regards the pro-
vinces—take the question of the proposed introduction of
full self-government in the provinces. (A Delegate: Abso-
lutely bogus.) I will come presently to the question
whether it is bogus. These proposals, [ submit, are very
wide and far-reaching. What is to be done by these
proposals ? First of all, dyarchy is to be swept eatirely
away, and the councils in the Provinces are to be furnished
with exceedingly wide powers over the great populations
in thcse provinces. Really they are not provinces, they
are countries. They are countries with 20, or 30, or 40
millions of people. I8 it nothing that these wide powers are
to be fully transferred to Indian Ministers whose laws and
whose administrative acts will touch most closely the inti-
mate lives of these millions of people in the different pro-
vinces in education, in local government, in health, in agri-
culture, and even in regard to the more disagreeable sub-
ject of taxation? I submit that a change of that kind
proposed in the self-government of the provinces is more
far-reaching than many have given it credit for.

Under these circumstances, is tliere really aunything

inherently unreasonable in proposing that, whkile the pro-
6
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vinces are adjusting themselves to these new coaditions,
settling down, learning their new powers, applying the arts
of government to these great populations, that during that
time—not a long time perbaps—there should be no sub-
stantial chance in the central government? I koow that
Sir Tej) Bahadnr Sapru said it would be strange, if res-
ponsible Ministers in the provinces were to be under the
control of an irrespoasible goverameunt at the Ceatre. Many
Governors of Provinces will tell you that they are very little
wnder the control of the Government at the Centre,
whether responsible or irrespounsible, but surely at this time
of day, it is a little late to talk of irresponsible governmeat.
All governments, whatever their form, are very well aware
of, and are extreinely sensitive to, the opinions, the thou-
saud and one sympathies and interests and movements of
thoughts which govera them, as they govern more techni-
cally regponsible governments.

Again,—1 am still dealing with the rather conservative
side of opinion in this country—-take the question of police.
Many must be aware that the transfer of the police is
viewed with very great auxiety in many quarters, not only
in this country but also by some of the Governments in
India. While we have every hope that what was
suggested by Sic Mubammad Shafi may come to pass,
apd that with agreement all these old difficnlties and
communal tronbles may disappear, yet we must at the same
time be well aware that, even in the last few years, we
have seen most unfortunate exhibitions of communal
troubles, and that there are some peaple who thick that
perhaps that impartiality, which European or British control
over the police can give, may be of some advautage.
Possibly conservative opinion may to some extent put too
high a value oo the leagth of time during which some
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.countries have enjoyed representative institutions, and may
think that the habits acqnired by those countries can only
be attained by the long experience of years. It may be
that they think that those habits must be deeply rooted
befora the full strain of self-zoverament in a vast couatry
like India can he thrown upon them. We have seen
recently in other couatries, wheve parliamentary institutions
have been too rapidly set up, that they have failed and
withered, because they had net the roots on which they
might grow, We feel this not from any desire to delay in
India the realisation of her aspirations, but because
Parliament does feel, aod rmust feel a tremendous
responsibility towards India.

It is not by aoy means forgetful of its promises and
declarations, but its long association with India has !laid
great responsibility upou it, aad it cannot, therefore, by
lassitude or easy gool-nature telescope too rapidly the
process by which self-governmeut is attained.

As has been observed to-day alrealy, it may be that
Parliamnentary Iostitations in India are not a growth but a
graft, and [ have always besn one ot these who were not
-aaxious for the too rapid development of a particular form
of Parliameatary [nstitations in India, because I feit that
Tadja itself might have a strong contribution of its own to
bring to constitutional problems, and that it was a pity to
stereotype too early the particular form which that
constitution ought to take.

May I, before [ sit down, say a few words on what I
think is really the subject we ace discussing—whether the
future constitution of India should be unitary or federal ?
On the unitary point, I have not much to say; I car hardly
conceive myself that, in a country so vast, so diversified
and so populous, it i3 possible to set up or maintaic what
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is called & wunitary government, You would have, I am.
sure, the centre of government so far removed from living
contact with the peoples of India that there could be very
little sympathy—that sympathy which must be established
between the ruler and the ruled. I, therefore, incline
most strongly to that federal idea which builds up units,.
of great variety, if nead be, within the whole and which-
contribute to the wholesome thing of the richness and the
variety which they themselves contain.

It might be useful to meditate upon the relation that
could be established between the Princes and the States of
Todia, and the Provinces. One would be impressed, I think,
by the fact that some unity must he established between
them, becaunse, otherwise, one might see the Princes on the
one side with their States, and the Provinces on the other
gide, moving in separate orbits almost, in opposite
directions, not towards that unity which seems to be
necessitated by the growing forces of civilisation with the
practical application of science and industry drawing
them together. This idea has been planted, has flourished,
and has grown rapidly. With all respect, I should say
that, in this matter, the Report of the Government of India
seems to me to be somewhat out of date. It seems to
contemplate the setting up of such a scheme as being a
remote possibility in the future, but not, I think, in the
present.

I feel —as I think has been indicated by some of the
speeches delivered during these two days, notably that of
the Maharaja of Bikaner which met with answering
sympathy from other speakers—that this idea of some
sort of federal union between Princes and Provinces has
grown rapidly and has enlisted a large amount of sympathy
from great sections of opinion. That seems to be a
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‘tremendous gain, because it is very difficult to see how it is
possible to get an organised unity in India, except on some
federal basis. It certainly would be one of the most
remarakable federations in history. You have had federal
government with the grant of powers from centre to the
units, and on the other hand units secking to get more
'power. Here you would bave the movement both ways,
from the states and from the centre to the provinces.

Of course, many grave yuestions remain to be con-
sidered, the question of what should be the powers of the
Central Government, and whether those powers should be
equal as regards the provinces and the States, or whether
as regards the States the powers of the Central Government
should be greater than as regavds the Provinces, whether
on the basis of that, you can construct assemblies and con-
stitutions which would give full play to the different feelings
and claims of the Provinces and of the States.

We have listened very carefully to the claims made
'by the Princes for their States, and everyone will see that
great problems arise in the attempt, it may be, to harmo-
pise the interests in this way of Princes aad of Provinces.
I will not say a word about the ‘residuary powers’; that
is one of those plrases so dear to constitutional lawyers,
which may perhaps disappear altogether and be found to
have been divided equally, or in some proportion, between
the States and the Provinces.

1 argue, therefore, that though many problems have
got to be faced, yet so fruitful is this idea that it would be
a misfortune, if anyhow some of the foundations for carry-
ing out that idea could not be laid ir this Conference;
because what one is afraid of is this—that when you set
up institutions'in a country, they tend to gather roucd them
gentiment, feeling, knowledge, sympathy and interest which,
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to our Motherland.”” Do not inake any mistake about it at all, I do
not for one moment believe that it 1s for any rulers to bring that
culture to yonu, unless you are prepared to accept it, aod it it be
that the rulers bring that culture before us, I think that we have
forces withiu ourselves to enahle us to reject that culture without
having to reject the rulers themselves.

He concluded :—

I ally myself to the British Government, because I believe that
it Is possible for me to claim equal partnership with every subject
of the British Empire. I to-day claim that equal partnership. 1do.
uot belong to a subject race. ] do not call myself a subject race.
{4dpplanse.) But there is this thing: it is not for the British
Governors to give you, it is tor you to take the thing. I want and
I can take the thing. That I want only by discharging my obliga-
tions. Max Muller has told us, —we need not go to Max Muller to
interpre: our own religion—but he says, our religion consists in
tour letters “ D-u-t-y” and not {n the five letters “ R-i-g-k-t". And
if you believe that ail that we want can flow from a betier discharge
of our duty, then think always of your duty and fighting along
those lines you will lave no fear of any man, you will fear
oaly God.

BRAHMINS AND PANCHAMAS

If Mr. Gandhi was plain-spoken in regard to bis politi-
cal opinions and in his views of British rule and foreign
culture, he was no less outspoken in his coandemnation ot
his own countrymen. In his speech at Mayavaram on
May 22, 1915, he touched on social reform and uttered

some howme truths in that centre of orthodoxy :—

In so far ay I have been able to atudy Hinduism outside India,
ave felt that it is no part of real Hiuduism o have in its hold a
45 af people whom I would call * untouchables . It it was proved
me that this is an essential part of Hinduism, I for one would
zlare mysslf an open rebel against Hinduism itself.

Are the Brahmins in Mayavaram equi-minded towards the
wiali and will they tell me, it they are 1o equi-minded, that others
li not follow ? Fven it they say that they are prepared to do so
t others will not follow, I shall have to disbelieve them until
ave revised my notions ot Hinduism. If the Brahmins them-
'ves consider they are holding high position by penance and
-~ierity, then they have themselves much to learn ; then they will
the people who have cursed and ruined the land.

This was the beginning of a social controversy which
t.as not ended yot. Indeed, Mr. Gandhi’s social heresies
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once they are started, are hard to bend away from the-
course on which they were started. Therefore, if we really
do want, as 'l believe this great assembly does want, to:
exhibit its sympathy in practical action for these great con-
stitutional changes leading in a federal direction, I submit
that our minds should work in that direction—that we
should attempt not only to do nothing contrary to the
federal idea, as the Report of the Statutory Commisgion
suggests, or as the Government of India's Report suggests,
but we should attempt perhaps to lay some stones imme-
diately on which that great federal idea can be built.

India indeed is amazing in the extent and in the
variety of its resources, in the beauty of its scenery, in the
contrast of its races and its religions and its peoples. I do-
not think it is merely a dream to suggest that that variety
and that contrast within a unity should be reflected in the
great constitution combining Provinces and Princes together
in one common whole.

I bave made some criticisms. I have to say some-
thing about conservative opinion in this country, about
provincial developments and the question of development
at the centre.

But I should like to affirm, in my last few sentences,.
that, at the same time there is mno one who feels more-
strongly than I do, and I believe the party also, the vast
importance of bringing India, sooner or later, by processes
quicker or slower as the case may be, into its equal part in.
the great community of the British Commonwealth. Tam
not one of those who can see the British Empire, with its
great constituent nations without India in it, I am certain.
the loss would be great to that Coinmonwealth of Nations.
1 am equally certain—I am confident that the loss would
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be graat to India as well. We cannot be of great use and
service to each other. (Applause).

LORD PEEL

I say, speaking bLere to so many representatives of
India, that the contribution which they can bring in
thought, in knowledge, not merely on the material side, but
on the spiritual side as well, will enormously enrich the
content of what inay be in the future the community of
British Nations. It is the very variety, which we find in
India, from the other Dominions, which constitutes the
great attraction for the resources of constructive statesman-
ship.

in this strange world where, as we grow older, we are
more impressed perhaps by the fleeting and the transitory
aspect of things than by permanence and stability, 1 trust
that this fruitful vision of umity may endure—and may
endure 8o long as human hearts beat to the music of noble
causes. All men’s imaginations are stirred by high con-
ception to great achievement. (Applause).
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Mr. Chairman, it is obvious that the section of the
British India Delegation to which I belong, approaches this
question from rather a different standpoint to that of many
of the previous speakers. I feel strongly, however, that
although we are racially separated, we are united in a
desire for the welfare and progress of India.

It would be absurd for me to suggest that we have the
game impelling urge in that desire as those who are born
in India but we do have a very sincere sympathy with that
desire, not from any standpoint of superiority, but because
we recognise in that gennine desire that which we eur-
gelves would eatertain, were we sons of India. I think
—perhaps we all thipk that the keenness of the desire has
lead to India travelling faster than any of us had expected
and we are inclined to think that she has arrived at the
present point a litcle out of breath.

We feel that it is a most happy condition that we are
drawn here to-day veally to get away from the turmoil
which is liable to warp judgment and really to look at
the whole problem in the surroundings which have been
laid for us here.

We are, of course, very largely actuated by anxiety
that the preseat order should not give way to immature
ideas which would lead to a breakdown. Everybody must
feel the risks which ave facing India, and little excuse is
wanted, when one looks at the appalling conditions which
bappened from too rapid changes of government in Asia.
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Much has already been said by Lord Peel which
represents the views of the British commmunity in India. I
will not attempt to follow him, but with regard to the main
question of federal or unitary government, we are united
in believing that federal governmeant, is the line which
offers the best chances of successful progress to a united
India. We believe in the full application of the fedeval princi-
ple not only in bringing the States anl the Proviaces to-
gether at the ceatre, but also in its application to other
departments of government—finaace, railways, and so on.

When we come to the question of responsibility at
the centre, we are fraokly doubtful whether that is
possible at the present time. It has been said that given
responsibility, tnany of the difficulties with which the
present Governinent has to contend will disappear. I do
aot think experience warrant< us placing great faith in
that, nor do I think the remarks that have aiready been
made here really induce us to follow that line of thought.
It was said yesterday that that which satisfied India twelve
months ago does not satisfy her to-day, that which satisfies
ber to-day will not satisty her six months hence. [ rather
agree with that, but it does not induce in me faith to say
that now is the time to make any great move. 1 should
like to see further consolidation of“ thought in Indian
political opinion as to what is best at the centre before any

SIR HUBERT CARR

strong move is made.

There are several poiuts which lead me to take that
view, but I will only touch on them biiefly, as I do not
want to occupy your time tuo long. For instance, in the
matter of dealing with disturbances and maintaiaing law
and order, I have no doubt that the present Government
and system of government is perfectly capable of taking
care of the country at present. We do not advocate any
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more than the most ardent patriot here, that the methods.
of force are the methods we wish to see applied; but they
are methods which may have to be applied at times,
not only by the Government as constituted at present,.
but by any national Government of the future. It mwust be
admitted that hitherto the Legislative Assembly has pot
proved itself ready to grant the Government such powers
as they have often found necessary for coping with the
the conditions that prevail in the country.

The talk about the repudiation of debt and the exami-
nation of national indebtedness, as has already been
pointed out, not helped to inspire confidence in those whose-
future is wrapped up in India and we feel very strongly
that any Government that is going to be for the good of
India must retain not only the confidence of its own.
nationals but also international confidence.

I have mentioned some of the difficulties and consider--
ations which build up our present attitude. It is notone of
lack of sympathy ; it is not one of wishing to go back or to
stand still; we recognise the impossibility ef that. But
we do most sincerely hope for the fullest consideration of
the schemes that are going to be put forward before any
minds are closed to the possibility that pace of realisation.
is not the best ecriterion.

Qur community are eotirely unrepentent still as to the-
Statutory Commission and its formation. We believe that:
Parliament had every right and was wise to find out the
conditions in India as visualised by their own members ;.
but, with that feeling, we were intensely stroog that no
legislation should take place before all schouls of Indian
thought had had the opportuaity of expressing their views.
That is why my community, when first the calling of this
Conference was announced, immediately welcomed it as.
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ensuring that use of Indian experience without which none
of us can hope to attain the aim we seek to achieve in
the future.

As regards our own position out there, it is one of
friendship and common interests, and we have welcomed
the assurance as to the way in which it is intended to treat
British interests in India in the future. It makes it easier
for us to welcome forward moves in the political field, and
we do welcome India’s claim to a position in the Empire as
a Dominion. There are admittedly grave difficulties which
call for time to overcome, but we are proud as members of
the British Delegation to face those difficulties with the
certain hope that we are going to overcome them.
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I address this Conference in a dual capacity, as an
Todian in speaking for India and as a member of the
Anglo-Indian comuunity representing my views with
regard to the future constitution of India. I should be
indulgiog in a truism, were I to say that both the unitary
‘and federal types of government have their good points.
In the past, India has been ruled, and her present
mationalistic spirit developed, under the stimulus of a
-centralised form of government. To replace this suddenly
by a federal government is obviously a leap in the dark,
the more so when one fiads it connotes the close material
co-operation of the Indian States. If we are to judge by
tlis terms published in the Press on which these States
'would be willing to enter such a federation, their connexien
‘with British India would for some time be more in the
'mature of a sentimental than a practieal association.

At the same time, we really appreciate the willingness
‘aud desire of the States to join the federation and, on the
assumption, that such a federation would soon materialise
into a corporate body, it would be ridiculous for any one of
‘us to refuse such an offer; and therefore, on behalf of the
-community I have the honour to represemt, I raise my
voice in favour of a federal form of government and
‘welcome it as best for the future of India.

With your permission, Sir, I should like to go a little
further and say a little more on this. Tn the creation of
this federal government, this consummation of which no
-one here can foretell, I am afraid that, judging from some
of the speeches T have heard, we have in 2 measure, by
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seeking for a federal government first before stabilising
our provincial governments, placed the cart before the
horse. My conception of a practical measure would be
to give India immediately complete provincial autono-
my and when the provinces have stabilised themselves,
allow them absolute freedom to federate with those States
which are willing to enter into association with them, and
8o form a number of federated units which could eventually
combine in an All-India Federation with a strong, respon-
sible and representative central Government.

I am aware there are some States which will refuse to
eater into this pact, and perhaps some special provision
will have to be made for their affiliation with a federated
India on terms acceptable to them. But, whatever the
decision of this Conference may be, T am prepared to
accept it, as a member of 2 minority community, for I am
wedded to neither one form ner the other ot government.

ANl'T ask is that ample provision be made for the
development of self-governing institutions in India and that
we be given ample power to deliver the goods that we are
manufactiriog at this Round Table Conference ; and at the
same time I ask for the adequate and statutory protection
and safeguarding of minority interests.

By that, I do not mean the sort of provision that
already exists in the Instrument of Instructions in the
1919 Government of India Act, which no Governor has up
to date put into operation, nor do I mean any authoritative
directions from the Secretary of State. What I desire to
express ia clear and unmistakable terms is that all minority
commupities must be afforded full protection, be it by
means of 2 Magna Charta or in any other way, and given a
right of appeal to the Central Government or, if necessary,
to some higher authority against any infringement by a
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Provincial Government of this statutory protection, the
Ceuntral Government being armed with adequate powers for
-the purpose.

This protective clause should in the first place
prohibit discriminatory legislations against minorities;
-gecoundly, it should guarantee their entry into the public
services, and thirdly, secuve their adequate representation
in all legislatures. Such a provision is guaranteed in other
‘Dominions, avd particularly in the constitution controlling
the New Zealand Government. The stability of a majority
‘Government depends on the protection it affords to the
minorities. This was in a large measure overlooked, when
freedom was given to Ireland, with the result that an
TUlster was created to the permanent prejudice of a United
Ireland. The demand for self-government for India has
often been compared to the similar demand made by
Treland. Let us hope that in its attainment no Ulsters will
be created in India.

It is true that in numbers we are one of the smaller
of the Indian minorities represented here to-day, but our
stake in India, our interest in her future destiny, and the
part played by us in her defence, development and past
fortunes, and to be played by us in the future, ave in no
way commensurate with the mere numbers of the Anglo-
Indian community. In the ficst place, we represent in our
very bodies that fusion of East and West, India and
Britain, which in other Indians and other Britons can exist
only as fusion of interests in politics and economies. If
India is our Motherland, Britian is our Fatherland, and
whatever may be the case of other communities, our
loyalties are to both these great lands; in the connection
bhetween them we find our truest welfare, and in the
.growth of affection and union between them we fiad our
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highest happine'ss and conteatment. Indeed, we are your
‘joint responsibility and neither party can disclaim its
honourable obligation to protect us.

Moreover, small as our community is, it has played a
mighty party in the making of British India. Tts military
services from the old John Company day to the present
Great War, when we gave 80 p. ¢. of our manhood at the
call of the King and KEmpire, is an unparalleled record.
To-day 8ir, we form 27,000 out of an auxiliary
force of 34,000. ‘

Modern India has been truly described as a creature
of communications, and I elaim that my community has
played the Jeading part in making and working these com-
munications,» which are the framework of the nervous sys-
tem of modern India. I go further, and say that, without
my community, these communications would not have beea
developed as early or as completely as they now are. I
appeal confidently to the history of India to prove what I
am saying. In all Tndia, there will not be found any com-
munity more steadfastly loyal, more industrious, more law-
abiding, and, in a word, more fully possessed of the virtues
of good citizenship than the Anglo-Indian community, and
in pleading the cause of my people, T beg most earnestly
that my kinsmen, Indian and British, will try to appreciate
the value to the future India of such a body of citizens as
we represent,

TIn the memorandum to the Simon Commission, this
community asks for temporary economic protection for 25
to 30 years, after which it is prepared to sink or swim with
the rest of India. During this short period it merely asks
that the number of posts it occupies to-day in the various
gervices be not reduced——that its educational grants be not
lowered and that it be very liberally assisted with generous
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brought on his devoted head the fury of a considerable
section of conservative opinion in the country—a section
which is hard put to it to march with the times. And yet
Mr. Gandhi has gone his way, pressing his opinions in
diverse ways with the persistency of a reformer.

Swadeshi industries and Swadeshi culture, or rather
the neglect of these, then came in for severe handling,
and he gave utterance to some unwelcome truths in the

matter of leadership by example and by precept.

There are, I understand, one thousand handlooms. So much
the worse for the leaders! (Loud applause.) If those one thousand
handloems are kept chiefly in attending to the wants of our women,
double this supply of our handlooms and you will have all your
wants supplied by our own weavers and there will be no poverty in
the land. I ask you and ask your friend the President, how far he
is indebted to foreign goods for the outfit and if he can tell me that
he has tried bis utmost and still has failed to unfit himself or rather
to fit himself out with Swadeshi clothing and therefore he has got
this stuff, I shall sit at his feet and learn a lesson. What I have
been able to learn to-day ia that it is entirely possible for me,
without any extra cost, to fit myself with Swadeshi clothing.

Surely here we find the genesis of the great Khaddar
campaign and the yarn franchise of the latter-day Coogress !

These passages on diverse subjects culled from
Mr. Gandhi’s Speeches and Writings reveal the mentality
of the man as he was in 1915. The succeeding years
have merely tended to confirm these opinions, and in many
ways Mr. Gandhi has progressed in the direction of his own
genius. It is remarkable that, in the light of subsequent
history and recent experience, there is a singular uniform-
ity, we had almost said, continuity, in Mr. Gandhi's original
ideas. They have seldom been shakee by opinions how-
ever influential nor by all the vicissitudes of circumstances.
This only brings in reliet the firmness and tenacity of his
coovictions which have grown with the passage of years
in the very direction indicated by his attitude to the varied
problems that confronted him in the days when, like a
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scholarships to enable it to educate itself and enter the
higher services in larger numbers.

Surely these demands are not excessive, when one
considers the great economie, military and administrative
gervices rendered by this eommunity to India and the
British Empirve. If this protection is refused, we sink; if
it is granted, we swim, and shall without doubt, play as
great a part in the future as we have already done in the
past. Indeed, Sir, I assure you that the decisions now
being taken at this Conference are matters of life and death,
literally life and death, for us.

Of late years, our economic position has steadily
deteriorated. Nevertheless, so far as it is in our power,
we are endeavouring to make it possible for the more
promising of our younger generation to receive the
education and training which will fit them to compete with
the members of other Indian communities. But—and this
is a point which I would ask all present to consider
dispassionately—the deterioration in our economic condition
is due very largely to no fault of our own, but to a deliber-
ate policy on the part of Government.

The members of other communities are now in a
position to undertake many of the duties which have fallen:
to us in the past, and particularly in that sphere of work
which hitherto has provided my community with its main-
employment—I mean the Railways. It was inevitable, of
course, that the competition of other Indians for the posts
which we held in these and other services should become
more and more strenuvous as education spread, but we are
snffering under the dread conviction that, as a small and
poor community, we are being sacrificed to the demands of
ether more powerful communities, and I repeat agair, not
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commupities whose attachment to India is in any wore real
or deep than our own.

If our experience of the past few years is to continue,
indeed, I can see no hope for us. And there is another
thiog I want to say with all the seriousness and empha-is
I can command, and it is this, the treatment accorded to the
A nglo-Tndian community, small as it is, but with a record
of consistent aad devoted loyalty to India and Britain will
be a touch-stone by which the quality of Indiar and
British statesmanship and equality will be judged in the
future. We can be dispossessed of all that we have, and
truly ruined, and dispersed as a community. That can be
doune quite easily. Butif it is done, it will be done to the
everlasting discredit of the two countries to which we
belong. I do not want to make a begging appeal to
retain as privileges the Government posts and other
benefits which we have enjoyed in .the past by virtue of
service, tradition and fitness ; rather I want to ask if jt is
pot possible to give us something in the nature of a * Bill
of Rights ', to embody in the furdamental document of the
new Indian Cobstitution, a declaration with al] the
autherity of India and Great Britain behind it, to the effect
that we shall not be expropriated from our employments
and the other positions, which we have created by onr
labour and our service, merely because we are partly
Iodian and partly European. Ip short, I want to ensure
that a reformed India will not result in a deformed
Anglo-Tndia.

We are not before you as beggars, but as suitors in a
just cause ; an Indian community devoted to our Mother-
land but, it must be admitted, under some suspicion
because of our unflinching loyalty and devotion ,in the past
to our Fatherland. Our bitter experience has forced up to

7
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the conviction that nothing less than that for which I am
now asking will be of any use to us, namely, a solewn
declaration in the fundamental document of the Constitu-
tion, that we shall be allowed full access to all the work
for which we are fitted, and that we, as a community,
shall be given the opportunity of playing our part in the
future development of Todia, military, political and cultural
as well as economic.

Sir, let me end on the note on which I began. My
people and I are Indians, but Indians whose roots are deep
not only in the s0il and traditions of India, but in the soil
and history of this country, where we are meeting to-day,

We are a synthesis of India and Britain as no other
people are or can be, and I would like to remiad my
Indian kinsmen that it was 2 man of my own community,
the great poet and statesman Louis DeRozio, who, more
than a hundred years ago, long before any of the develop-
ments of modern days could possibly have been foreseen,
woke from its long sleep the lyre of the Indian Muse with
the noble poem, which opens with the stirring and filial

declamation :
t Harp of my land, which mouldering long hath hung »

and ends with a touching appeal for
“ My fallen country, one kind thought from thee. ”

and this is what T ask for Sir, 2 kind and generous gesture

and this is what I ask of my Indian friends, and this i;
what I ask of my Indian Princes, whom for a generation
we have served nobly and well—a kind and generous
gesture not, thank God, for my fallen couniry, but for my
country resurgent,
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H. H. THE CHIEF OF SANGLI

Mr. Chairman: 1 associate myself wholeheartedly
‘with the speakers who have preceded me in their expres-
sion of sympathy and devotion to His Majesty the King, of
the sympathy of the Ruling Princes and Chiefs of India
with the aspirations of British India and of hope and faith
that, in the solution of the issues which confront us, we
shall be animated by the goodwill, patience and wisdom
which His Majesty commended, and in doing so, T fee! sure
I am echoing the seatiments of those who no less than
others are amongst the Rulers of States.

As regards the main question that we are discussing
to-day, namely, whether the future Coastitution of [adia
should be uaitary or federil, Their Highnesses who have
spoken before me have already showa that a United and
Greater India caa canly be created with the consent and
association of the sovereign States of India with the Govern-
ment of British India. I need not therefore deal with that
point. T would only say that if federation be agreed upon,
those whom T represeat would be willing to assist in the
achievement of that goal.

At this stage, it might be well to state in broad outline
the problem of the smallar States. Their essential features
are identical with those of the other States, namely, (1)
they are not British territory, their subjects are uot British
subjects and they arve not governed by the law of British
India, and (2) the British Crown is responsible for their
external relations and territorial integrity. They all manage
their internal affaics and maintain their troops or police
forces, except the very swmall estates and jagirs. For inter-
national purposes, the territories of these States are in the
same position as those of British India, and their subjects
are in the same position as British subjects. These facts



100 THE ROUND TABLE CONFERENCE

establish that their rights; and indeed their interests, are-
identical with those of the rest of the States.

T % Tt will thus be plain that the methods of All-Tndia
co-operation that may be devised by the Conference
would apply to these States. Tt is true that some of the
States—especially those which are included in the group
known as estates, jagirs and others—are very small, and
their cases will require investigation in order to fit them jn
the scheme that might be vltimately framed, in order that
they, might enjoy all its benefits in common with the rest
of the States.

In this conpection, I may remark that the importance
of the smaller States is pot tobe judged by the sine of
individnal units, but by the aggregate figures of their area
and population, their widespread territorial distribution.
and their large number. I would ask this House to.
remember that, if a little over twenty States he excepted,
po one of the remaining States has a population exceeding
half a million: and yet they include in their number
States which have as ancient a lineage, as proud a history,.
as large a jurisdiction and as rich potentialities of develop-
ment as any other. They further share in the general
political awakening, the stirrings of new life and new hopes.
or in His Majesty’s words— the quickening and growth in
ideals and aspirations’—wbich characterise the whole
country, and they are animated by the common ideal of:
being placed firmly on the road to the political stature
which is their due. The fact that His Majesty the King-
Emperor has emphasized the wisdom of paying due regard
to the just claims of minorities at once shows his deep
interest in them and inspires the hope that the legitimate
claims of all States regardless of size will receive due.
recognition and that, at this birth of a new history, the
foundations will be well and truly laid, and an enduring
union of the States and British India will be brought inte.

being.

Ve
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FOURTH DAY, NOV. 19.
H. H. THE MAHARAJA OF PATIALA

Mr. Prime Minister: In rising from my place at this

comparatively late stage of the general discussion, 1 feel

I have somewhat of an advantage over the speakers who
have preceded me. Thais is the third day of the general
discussion which, I am sure, we must all agree, has greatly
clarified our ideas. It remains, therefore, for me to deal
with those points only which I think might be clearly
brought out, in order to summarise what I take to be the
general view of the Iadian States Delegation.

My brother Princes have already laid stress upon the
intimacy of those personal ties with His Majesty’'s person
aod throne, of which I and every I’riace are so proud-—ties
which bind the Princes of India to the Crown of Britaia.

These ties remain iadissoluble, ia the trusst sease, links

of Ewpire. But I would point out that they operate in
two ways, They coastitute, on the one haod, a link
between the Indian States and Great Britain. On the

.other hand, they constitute a no less importaat liok between

the Indian States aal Beitish ladia, since they bind the
two halves of [ndia, politically distinct though they wmay
be, into the highar uaity, which comes of common attach-
ment to a common Sovereigon. [t is my earnest hope, as [
am sure that is the hope of all my brother Princes, that the
dual operation of thess bonds will play its own great part

in the birth of that United India for the achievement of

which we are all striving.
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I make no secret of my own belief that the connection-
between my own country and the British Commonwealth is
one that has been designed by Providence for the benefit
of humanity at large. India herself comprises within her
borders no less than one fifth of the human race. 1If, as I
hope and pray, she remains within the British Empire, asa
partner equal in dignity with ber sister commonwealth,
there will result such a free and voluntary co-operation
betwcen East and West as the world has never known.
What may such an alliance not achieve for the peaceful
progress of mankind at large ? The culture of the Fast
like the culture of the West, has its own characteristic
contribution to make. It is for us here to see that our
strengths are jointly cast into the same :cale-—the scale of
justice, of progress, of co-operation.

Like all my brother Princes, I have been greatly
impressed by the eloquent appeal made to us by Sir Tej
Bahadur fapiu, when he opeped this general discussiom,.
that we should recognise we are Indisns first and Princes
afterwards. May I, with all earpestoess, say how readily
we respond to that appeal? We yield to none ir our
devotion to India, our motherland. But may I also point
out that by remaining Princes, we do not cease to be Indians.
Our Order is supposed, in certain respects at least, to be
conservative, I should myselt prefer to say that we are
conservators. We feel indeed that we are the conservators-
of a great tradition, of an anciest civilisation and of a.
proud culture.

At a time when the dynamic, machine-made civilisa-
tion of the West threatened to overwhelm much of our
ancient Indian culture, it was the Indian States which
proved themselves the conservators of the traditional arts.
and crafts.
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It was within the Indian States that Indian talent,
whether in the sphere of arts or of politics, for long, found
their feet, and indeed perhaps for a time, their only
scope.

It was withia the Tndian States, to speak of the past
alone, that men like Sir Salar Jung, Sir T. Madhav Rao,
and Sir Seshadri Iyer, discovered opportunities of self-
realisation, of work for the maberland, that were not
available to them in British India. And to-day, is it not
the case that the Iandiau Princes can count, amorg their
Minpisters and advisers, statesmen, of whom the whole of
our country may well be proud? 1 feel shongly that the
Indian States have it in their power to make a contribution
no less valuable to the Great India of the future, than the
contribution of British Judia herself. Nor is this contribution

confined 1o a historic ceptipuity of culture, a proud sense
of citizenship, a solidity of political institutions transcending
differences of caste and creed.

The Indian States can contribute sometbing else which
until the millenniumn arrives, is po less important to the
life of a country tbau the arts of peace namely, the capa-
city for self-defence. It is in the Indian States that there
still flourish most prominently such organised military lfe
and tradition as still exist in India, and I suggest that im
the future, may be found amongst the most practically
valuable of the contributions that the Indian States can
make to India, and through India to the Empire,

Mr. Prime Minister, I believe I am speaking for my
brother Princes as much as for myself, when I say we ali

loek forward 1o the birth of a greater India; whether that
greater India will take the form of a Ubnited States ot
India, we may koow more clearly before this Conference
camis to the cecclusion of its work.
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Our readiness to work for this ideal, and to facilitate
its achievement, has already been made manifest; and I
am happy to think that both His Majesty's Government in
England and my colleagues, the political leaders of British
Indian thought, fully appreciate the anxiety of the Indian
States that [ndia shall rise to her full stature within the
British Commonwealth of Nations. I believe, and T am
happy to think that my belief is shaved by many, that the
readiest and the quickest method of achieving this en-
hanced status aad digoity, lies along the road of federation.
For federation I am prepared te work, knowing that only
through federation can the Indian States join with British
India in the formation of the greater India which we all
desire.

Here I think, it is necessary to be clear in our ideas :
for it is not only the future of our own States and our own
peoples, but the future of India as a whole that is involved.
I believe that, at every step, we should refleet upon the
immense issues concerned.

What do we, Tndian Princes mean, when we say we
are prepared to join with British India in constituting an
All-India federation ? Let me say first what we do not
mean. We do not. we cannot coutemplate, any severance
in the ties which bind India to the Empire. The mainten-
ance of the British connection is the fundamental assump-
tion of our whale position. In the next place, we desive to
make it plain that outside the matters of common concera,
we shall preserve our internal autonomy intact without any
interference on the part of British India, whatever the
constitution of British India may be, just as the British
Indian unit of the federation will be entitled to mannage
those affairs, which are exclusively its own without inter-
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ference on our part. 'To put it otherwise, by federation
we meaa am arrangement entered into by us and by British
India jointly, under which, while British India manages
those affairs that exclusively concern it, apd while the
Indian States mnanage those affairs that exclusively con-
cern them and while the Crown discliarges such functions
in Tndia as are reserved to it, the Crown, British India, and
the Indian States join together in a system whicl provides
for the joint management and joint control of matters that
Jjointly concern the two sides of India.

The task of devising such a system is not merely
difficult and delicate, but involves certain assumptions that
I desire to bring out. No federation bas, 1 am sure
ever come into existence, without the rights of the federat-
ing units being first precisely known. Now, so far a8 the
Indian States are concerned, these rights are in some
doubt.

Our own view, the view of the Princes, is that our
rights are fouaded upon our treaties and engagements, that
our relationship with the Crown is an ascertainable rela-
tiopship, the terms of which depend upon the elemeat of
copsent, The Indian States Committee has challenged this
view of ours. Are our own legal advisers right—some of
the most eminent Couasels in Londoa—or are the membens
of the Indian States Committee right? How can we feder-
ate, until we know what rights and what duties we bring to
the federation ? When, therefore, we express our willing-
ness, and, indeed, our desire to enter a federal arrange-
ment, are we not entitled to ask that there should be a
prior ascertainment of our rights, not indeed by executive
action, but by judicial decision, by the decision of the
‘highest judicial tribunal, t~ which His Majesty’s Gavern.-

)
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pilgrim from abroad, he travelled up and down the country
in search of knowledge. Knowledge indeed he must have
gathered in a remarkable degree, for he spared no pains to
equip himself for the great task that lay before him, but
he had also masaged to impress himself more indelibly on
the habits and opinions of his countrymen. Like all strong
and original minds, (Gandhi reacted oo his counirymen with
extraordinary vigour and the impact of such a ind oo the
tendencies of the age has been dynamic—altogether whole-
some as some conceive it or thoroughly devastating, in the
view of others, Whatever it is, the fact rvemains that his
influence on recent history has been potent and decisive.

UNVEILING MR. GOKHALE'S PORTRAIT

Towards the end of May he was invited to Bangalore
unveil the portrait of Mr. Gokhale, whea he made a
iet and highly suggestive speech.

I saw in the recitation,—the beautiful recitation that was given

me,—that God is with them whose garment was dusty and
ittered. My thought immediately went to the end of my garment;
~xamined abd tound that it is not dusty and it is not tattered;
is fairly spotless and clean. God is not in me. There are other
wditions attached ; but in these conditions I may fail; and you,
v dear countrymen, may also fail; and if we do tend this well,
- should not dishunour the memory of one whose portrait you
wve-asked me to unveil this morning. I have declared myself his
-viple in the political field aend I have him as my Raja Guru:
.t this I claim on behalf of the Indian people. It was in 1896
-at I made this declaration, and I do not regret having made the
1nige.

That reference to the garment that is not dusty and
(tefed is truly inspired! 'There is in it something soul-
rring that moves us to heights of great feeling as in the
wos and psalms of the poet-saints of Medieval India.
~where else have we a note of such pathos and grandeur
nched with noble passion for humanity. -

Later in the year Gandhi presided over the anniver-

sary function at the Gurukul and spoke in Hindi on the

o &
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ment and the Indian States may agree to refer the
question.

We feel that such ascertainment of our rights runs in
no way counter to our desire for the higher unity of India
but will indeed directly facilitate the formation of that
federal arrangement, through which we believe that unity
can best be achieved.

Again, it is impossible for federation te come about,
unless those who are parties to federation are prepared to
pay the necessary price. Sacrifices will be necessary ;-
sacrifices by British India as well as by ourselves. Are we
prepared to face these sacrifices? For my own part, I
believe that we are. But let us be under no illusion that
sacrifice will not be necessary. And while 1 do not think
that there can be any question, for example, of our losing
that internal autonomy which each State cherishes, I do
thick that we shall find the actual process of working out a
federation, one which demands great unselfishness, great
patience, great patriotism.

Are the Indian Princes afraid then of what the future
holds ? Speaking for myself I can answer frankly, that we
are not. We are proud of being lndians, we are proud of
our motherland. But we are also proud of the historic
position of our States. We are fully conscious of the trend
of thought in British India, indeed, I think that the trend
of thanght has, in many respects served to modity in some
degree our own institutions within our States. At the same
time, we believe it is not essential that lines of progress
withie the Indian States and in British India should follow
exactly the same course. Each State, with its historie
consciousness, should, I feel, seek its own particular form
of self-expression, consistently with contributing to the
higher purposes of the federation.
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And may I here say, in all earnestness, that I depre-

cate even casual references to the possibility thatthe Indian:

States may be obliterated by the rising tide of democcracy.

Mr. Prime Minister, the Indian States have survived
many cataclysms; they may survive many more. In my
view, it is just their strength and vitality, their sturdy
vigour which has carried themn through so maoy trials,
which gives them their greatest value as elements in the
future polity of India, and as links in those chains of
common loyalty, common affection and common interest,
which I pray may ever bind together Britain and India in.
the great British Commonwealth of free nations.
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I should like to begin my speech by expressing my
-heart-felt gratefulness to Lord Peel for the noble and
courageous lead that he gave yesterday by saying that we
should speak frankly and sincerely. He may be legiti-
mately proud of having brought a contribution of sincerity
to the business before this Conference, and for having paid
this Confereace the compliment of frankness. I can assure
him that, in my speech, he will not he disappointed ; he
will have the most frank, sincere and honest views of a
man who has proved his loyalty to the British Empire,
even running the risk of losing his life in doing so, when he
was a young man and comparatively unknown, and when
he showed his loyalty in the actual fire of war. It is such
a man who now speaks frankly and sincerely and may
appear to be a rebel at the preseat time.

I should like to dispose of certain points which Lord
Peel made in dealing with the speech of Mr. Jayakar.
Lord Peel complained that Mr. Jayakar in his speech did
not appreciate the services of the many young British
people, who go to India and give their devoted service in
the prime of their life to the uplift of that couatry. I
do not know whether Mr. Jayakar appreciates those
services or not, but, in any case, I fully appreciate
the services which the British people give. I may give an
illustration of how I appreciate their services. There is a
farmer in a village who keeps a cow. He gives his devoted
attention and his devoted service to that cow, so that every
morning he way have an ample supply of fresh milk for his
tea. I may also make a comparison with the devoted service
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which a landlord or malpgazar pays to his mzlgazari village.
India is the malgazari village of Epgland, and as such 1
appreciate that devoted attention is given to the malgazari
village, so that the greatest resources possibla may be
obtained trom that source.

Lord Peel also complained that Mr. Jayakar charged
the Britich people with having monopolies in British India,
and 1 was pleased to hear the definition of the monopoly
which Lord Peel gave. If that definition is correct and if
practical effect is given to it, then I, coming from the great
Hindu race, have pothing to fear. KEfficiency, competence,
intelligence and capacity for work-—-if that be the test for
the loaves and fiches of life, if that be the test for a man’s
worth to be known, I, coming from the great Hindu race,
have notbing to fear.

Unfortunately, however, it is not that. Lord Peel
says, ‘‘ I submit that there is no monopoly, legal, constitu-
tional or of any other kind, except that monopoly which i
obtaiped by skill, energy and commercial success.” 1 wish
that were the fact. In the history of the British Empire in
India, 1 wish it were a fact; for, had that been the case,
I wounld be the last man to complain, for I would have no
reason to complain. Efficiency, capacity for work, intelli-
gence—if that be the test, no man from the Hindu race
would ever have reason to complain or would ever have
complained.

As regards the monopoly, I might bring to the notice
of my friend, Lord Peel, something which was written by
one of his own people, a life of Sir Bartle ¥rere, Governor
of Bombay, written by Mr. Martin. He gives a history of
how the Tndian shipping industry was killed and the pre-
gent British India Steam Navigation Company brought into
being. A Mr. Mackinnon went to India, without means,
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as an adventurer, and was introduced to the Governor, who
was told that he was a very capable young man, who would
be able to build up a great British shipping iodustry in
'India, if the Government would only help him by a’subsidy.
“““That is the man I am looking out for,”” the Governor said
-and a subsidy was ziven. Every help was given, and the
British shipping industry was established, to the prejudicé
of the existing shipping indnstry of the Indians.

I should like to quote from the reports of the House of

Commons. 1In 1839 a Cowmittee was established by the
House of Cowmmons, before which a Mr. Melville gave
evidence. India passed entirely into the hands of the
British after the war which ended in 1R18, when the
Maharattas were completely routed. Some twenty years
later, in 1839, Mr. Melville said before that Committee :

‘““1f British India were a foreign conatry, a ship built
there and navigated wholly by natives might bring a cargo
of produce to this country and take back a cargo of
British produce ; whilst, being a British possession, a ship
so owned and navigated is denied that power. The natives
of India are excluded from advantages to which natives of
all other countries are adwmitted ; they are not only deprived
of the advantages secured to British shipping and seamen,
but even of the advantages possessed by some of the
foreign nations.”

Mr, Wilson, who is known as a great DBritish historian,
an honest man, and a2 sincere man, and one who follows
Lord Peel’s advice by speaking frackly, describes how the
Indian cotton industry was killed.

He says British goods were forced on India without
paying any duty and the foreign manufacturer employed
the method of political injustice to keep down and
ultimately strangle a competitor, "with whom he could not
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bave comnpeted on equal terms. He further says that had
oot this been the case and had there not heen such
prohibitive duties, the mills of Paisley and Manchester
would have been stopped at the outset, and could scarcely
again have been set in motion even by the power of steam.
That was the position of the cotton industry in [odia and
that was how it was killed.

Now that it has been killed, Lord Jeel comes and says
there is no monopoly, legal or coastitutional, or of any
other kind, except a monopoly of efficiency. I wish it
were 80.

May I say a word about a monoply in a sphere
which is dear to my heart—the monopoly which is enjoyed
by Britishers as regards commissious in the Army ?

Up to ten years ago, not one Indian belonging to the
fighting races, belonging to the races that established
Empires, that again established empires and again
establislied empires that are looking forward to the time
when again they will establish empires—the sons of such
races were denied commissions in the Army. Is not that
a monopoly ? Was the Civil Service not a monopoly ?
Was the Indian Medical Service not a monopoly ? Was
it based evtirely on efficiency and capacity for work ?

I wish Lord Peel would reconsider his statement and,
as he has given us a lead in fraukness and sincerity, would
reconsider the position and give us a further lead in
sincerity and frankness.

Lord Peel reminds us, and sincerely reminds us, and
very gravely reminds us, that Lord Irwin, for whown we
gave verv lusty cheers, when his namne was mentioned here,
has pever promised immediate translation into fact of the
full measure of Dominion Status. I know it. I do not
require to be reminded of it. I have not yet known any
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British statesman say, “I shall take time by the forelock.
and be an exception this time to the rule of the British
being always five minutes too late and doing a thing when
all graceis out of it.”” T expected that the British people
would rise to the occasion and say, when we come here
to-dawy to give a frank expression of our opinion, *If you
prove your capacity, if you prove worthy, immediate
Domipion Status will be given to you.,” In capacity, in
efficiency, it cannot be said that the representatives of the
Hiodus have been fonnd wanting. (A Delegate : of India.)
Yes. Hindu means alt India. An Indian may be a Hindn
or may be a member of any other religion, but in what I
am saying now, he isa Hindu. I am glad the delegate
reminded me of that. I am not an Eaglishman and
therefore I am accustomed to say Hindus. '

What is the present situation in India? Lord Irwin
may say that he is not going to give immediate Dominion
Status, and the British pecple may say that they are not
going to give immediate Dominion Status. We are not
here to know whether the British Government is going to
give Dominion Status or not. We have come here, as a
mark of long-standing friendsbip, as a mark of long-stand-
ing counection, to tell the British people frankly and
gsincerely—taking the lead of T.ord Peel—-what India
thinks and whatis the situation at present, so that you may
exercise your independeat brain and your independent
thought and make up your minds how to proceed in the
present situation.

The situation in India [ shall briefly describe. There
are [ndians in the Civil Service, there are Indians in the
Medical Service, there are Indians in the Military Service,
and their wives and their sons and their brothers and their
nearest relatives are taking part actively im the national
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movement and are going to jail and are suffering all kinds
of indignities and oppression. Young boys, young Kkids,
young girls, young women, old women, old men—all are
coming forward to express their heart-felt feeling that the
time has come, and that India can never be satisfied with
anything—Iless than Dominion Status or full responsible
Government. T will come soon to what I mean by Domi-
nion Status or responsible Government.

They are suffering all kinds of indignities and oppres-
sion. I myself went twice to jail in the atruggle for free-
dom, in my desire to make India as free a8 any Dominion
in the Empire. If further sacrifice is needed, this man
will not be found wanting when the time comes, as he was
not found wanting during the Boer War and during the last
war. If [ could offer the sacrifice of my life for the
Empire during real emergency, 1 should be a thousand
times more ready to offer my life for sacrifice for the uplift
of my country.

British people think, and perhaps British Officers in
India thiok, that they can put down the movement, that
they can demoralise the people. They thiok thai, by a
display of force, they will cause all this trouble to dis-
appear. The time has passed—I am speaking frankly and
sincerely, and that time will never come again, when any
show of physical force is going to cow the Indian people.

I have seen with my own eyes Officors with police
and military, faced by thousands of people, children, boys
women, men, who said *“ All-right, you do the worst, we
are prepared to be shot down.” While being shot down,
they will run away, but when the shooting stops, they will
come again. In the organ called Young India Miss
Slade, one of the daughters of the British people, a
daughter of Admiral Slade, who took part in the last war,

8
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writes as to the ways of British oppression, how the British
people are aspiring to kill the movement and how it does
not succeed.

I shall only quote: “Lathi blows on head, chest,
stomach and joints; tbrusts with lathis in private parts,
abdominal regions ; stripping of men naked before beating :
tearing off loin cloths and thrusting of sticks into private
parts ; pressing and squeeziog of the private parts—the
most sensitive part of a man, I will not name it—till a
man becomes unconscious ; dragging of wounded men into
salt water; riding of horses over men as they lie or sit on
the ground ; thrusting of pins and thorns into men’s bodies,
sometimes even when they are unconscious; beating of
men after they had become unconscious, and other vile
things too many to relate, besides foul langusge and blas-
phemy, calculated to hurt as much as possible the most
sacred feelings of the Satyagrahis. The whole affair is one
of the most devilish, cold-blooded and unjustifiable in the
history of any nation.” So says Miss Slade, the disciple of
Mahatma Gandbi, the modern author of love, non-violence
and truth. That disciple, an English lady, says these
things. She has seen these things with her own eyes, and
frankly taking the lead of Lord Peel, and frankly and
sincerely and honestly says what she has seen.

This is going on in India at the present moment,
and this has been going on for more than six months, and yet
the movement has gone on. As I have said before, when
shooting does take place, people run away for the time
being, but as soon as the shooting stops, people again
throng and do the same thing. I should have thought
they should not run away, but let us imagine the progeny
of the races which fought wars, which waged wars,
defeated enemies, being disarmed, for the last 80 years
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.or so—three generations of disarmament! The Moghuls
came, conquered India, defeated us, established their
Empire ; but it did pot enter their brains to maintain their
Empire by disarming the whole nation. It is this thing
that has gone right into the bottom of our hearts. T could
quite understand i, if anybody says if you have a rifle and
if your oppouent has a rifle, and then he runs away, then
you can call him a coward. But cowards they are not,
because these people, seeing that their own people are
being shot down, return to the same place to do the same
thing, simply because they have no rifles of their own.
“That is the crux of the sitnation. The pith of what I am
saying is that if the British Officials in India think that
this movement can be cowed down or submerged by any
kind of repression, they are mistaken. It is impossible
that that movement shonld be crushed. We have gone
through it. My grand-father has passed through all these
troubles before. 'Wa know in our history what a repression
we have gone through before much more serions thau the
present repression. We have gone through that, and we,
Mahrattas and Sikhs, standiog together have withstood the
most unimaginable atrocities that huwman pature could
think of.

The sum and total of what I say is this. This is the
parting of the ways for the British people and ourselves.
We have been in association, according to my calculation,
for about a hundred years, according to somebody else’s
caleulation about a hundred and five years. It is this that
has prompted me to come to this Round Table Conference
against all the desires of people, against the condemna tion
of friends, with whom I have worked for the last twenty
five or thirty years, against the assertion in private and in
public that he is a traitor who goes to the Round Table
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meaning of true Swadeshism, the doctrine of Abimsa and
otber kindred topics.

HINDU UNIVERSITY SPEECH

On Feb. 4, 1916, he attended the Hindu University
celebrations and delivered an address which unfortunately
was intercepted. But the regrettable incident of which far
too much was made, revealed the hold that Le possesses
upon the esteem and affection of his countrymen, for his
version of what transpived was generally accepted. Since
then Mr. Gandhi has been taking a prominent part in the
buildiog up of the Indian nation along his own peculiar
lines. For, he teaches both by precept and by example. But
he goes his own way, untramelled by precedent, carefully
analysing the criticistm to which he is naturally subjected,
holding himself answerable, however, to his own conscience
alone. Kor he is of the prophets, and not merely of the
secondary interpreters of life.

The same month he came to Madras -and on the
10th spoke on Social Service to a large audience presided
over by Mrs. Whitehead. On the 14th he spoke on
Swadeshi before the Missionary Conference, and a couple
of days later gave a lucid account of his Satyagrahashram
to a large gathering of students in the precincts of the
Young Men’s Christian Association, Madras, the Hon.
Rev. G. Pittendrigh of the Christian College presiding. He
then went back to Ahmedabad to look after his Ashram.
Late in the year on December 22, he made a remarkable
speech on “ Economic versus Moral Progress ™ at the Muir
Central College, Allahabad, Mr. Stanley Jevons presiding.
The address contains some of his most mature and thought-
ful reflections on life, and, both in style and sentiment, is
one of the most characteristic of Mr. Gandhi’s utterances,
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Conference. They say, ‘“We believed that he was a
sound soldier of his Motherland, but at the time, when the
real examination-mark man comes up, st that time he was.
found out, and now he is a traitor who goes to the Round
Table Conference.”

1 am risking all that thing. I am risking everything
that is dear to a man’s heart in this life, and for one thing :
for the some little affection there is fer the connection that
has been established for the last 125 years. It was that
little affection that made me take risks in my youth
according to the promptings of youth in these days.
According to the promptings of a more sober man at a
more advanced age, [ am taking that risk of losing every-
thing that a man holds dear in his life. IfI had looked
at things from a personal point of view, what a simple
thing it would have been for me. People would have said,
“There is no greater patriot than Dr. Moonje at this time
in India.”” But [ have come here, and I am so glad that
Lord Peel has anticipated the prowmptings in my heart to
speak here sincerely and honestly and frankly.

Now that 1 have said all these things, what is it that
India wants, and what is it that you are asked to do ? India
wants Dominion Status. India has an ambition of her own.
India had, according to her own ambitions, established her:
own Empires, and of course, those who establish Empires
lose Empires. Tt is not a very extraordinary thing to lose-
an Empire, becanse only those can lose Empires who have
got the capacity to establish them. DBut India has, in her
consideration, for the connection of a huadred or a hundred
and fifty years, set the line.

The last straw is being put on the camel’s back. Let
us see if the British people have the courage to put the
last straw on the camel's back before the camel's back
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‘breaks. What is it that India wants, and what is it that we
are asking you to do? We want Dominion Status.

I am not speaking from a constitutional point of view.
When we meet in the sub-committees from the constitu-
tional poiut of view, we can talk about it scientifically and
constitutionally and historically, but here I am speaking
from a layman's point of view. What is it that India
wants ?  India wants to be a Dominion within the British
Empire, so that India may also be in a position to own the
Empire as its own. If I possess a house, I feel a kind of
love for that house, I wish, and India desires, that in con-
sideration for that connection Iudia should be allowed to
teel that the Empire also is its home. It is in this sense
that I am using the term Dominion Status. 1 koow that we
are different from you as regards race, though ultimately
you and we are one—we belong to the Aryan race. At the
present moment, we are black people and you are white
people, so perhaps you may think that you aod we are
quite different, and you may also think that, being different
people, is it wise to give Domiuion Status to them, so that
they might stand up against you and sit on your chest
again to-morrow, and might do something which will not be
very pleasing to you. You might feel that. You have seen
that past history of India. If that had been the intention
of the Indian people, the history of our connection with the
British nation would have been quite different.

There are people here who know that, threedays after
the Great War was declared, I volunteered my services,
but, heing over age, unfortunately I could not be accepted.
Then I voluateered that, from my little Province, I would
raise 50,000 soldiers for the war, provided that the racial
bar and the racial monopoly in the Army was removed. If
the mind of India had been different, you would not have
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received that offer, but we said, * This is a time of emer-
gency and difficulty for the British people, and it is not
our comprehension of our duty and of our conscience that
we should create troubles for the British people at such
a time; they are also human bheings like us. After secing
them through their difficulties, the God in them will be
roused enough to see that our people, though black inr
colour, are the same as their own.”

I have not come here as a beggar. It will be a good
thing if you, of your own accord, would say “' We offer youw
Dominion Status.” If fear or suspicion may not lead you
to make that friendly gesture, then I say we will not be
patisfied with anything less than full responsible Govern-
ment. I want to be as free in my country as an Englishman
in England, as a Canadian in Canada, as a New Zealander
in New Zealand, and as an Australian in Australia. Nothing
less than that is going to satisfy me. That is one thing.

The second thing which 1 shall never tolerate is the
saying that Indian people cannot defend their own country
and therefore the DBritish peopie must undertake the
responsibility of detending India.

We shall be satisfied only with full responsible govern-
ment. You must look atit from the psychological and
physiological point of view. There are things which are
known as foreign bodies. When a foreign body enters into
the body politic, if the body politic reacts in a certain way,
that foreign body may remain in the body politic isolated ;
but if the body politic does not react favourably, then the
foreign body acts as a poison and poisons the whole body
politic. Either absorb us into yourselves, so that we can
say we are part of the Empire along with you, or we shall
say ‘‘ You are a foreign people, but we shall allow you to
isolate yourselves.” If something on those lines is not
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done, it is not very diftcult to prophesy that that foreign
body will be a source of immense trouble, will poison the
whole hody politic, until either it is cast out or the bedy
politic itself is destroyed.

It is for this reason that I have come here and spoken
freely, frankly, and sincerely, and I am grateful to Lord
Peel for (haviog given me the lead. This is the frank
expression of a man who bas been known up to now as
a8 patriot in his own country. Now he is called a traitor
to his own country for having come here. I would com-
mend to the British Delegation the amount of responsibility
that lies on their head.

It is a question whether India shall be complementary
to Epgland or opposite to England. In the latter case,
there may be constant warfare, constant trouble and
constant repression so that there will be peace on neither

side in India.



SARDAR UJJAL SINGH

Mr. Chairman: We are assembled here to find a solu-
tion of one of the most difficult and complex problems,
which any assembly was ever faced with, We were
reminded yesterday by Lord Peel that we should proceed
with caution. I fully agree with the noble Lord that we
should take all factors into careful consideration but we
must face and surmount difficulties and pot succumb to
them. I need not repeat what many of my friends have
already said about the grave situation in India.

I will only say that rapid progress may lead to some
trouble, but hesitation and half-hearted measures are bound
to lead to great disorder.

We cannot forget that India at this moment is impati-
ent and restless to breathe the air of freedom. This
impatience has led the leaders of the greatest and most
powerful pulitical party in the country to adopt means
which we, I believe, sadly deplore. But we Indians deplore
no less the.present state of things with its breaking of
‘heads and the sending to prison men, who in a free
country, would have commanded the respect of the proudest
mations., Both these methods are a counsel of despair,
This unfortunate sad state of affairs in Iudia calls for the
rarest courage, wisdom and statesmanship of the highest
order. In the success of this historic Conference lies the
good, not only of India or of Eogland, but of the whole
world, for one-third of the human race in ferment cannot
‘but produce uncertainty and restlessness in the whole.

Although the problem is difficult and its solution
imperative, there is po ground for pessimism. On the
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other hand, here is a clear indication of determination on
the part of every section of this historic assemblyto find a
ready solutior for it. By inaugurating the opening cere-
mony of this Conference, His Majesty the King Kmperor
has given practical proof of his anxiety to see the success
of our deliberations. We should express our gratitude to
His Majesty, not by words, but by the results which he
expects us to achieve. The fact, Sir, that with your
multifarious duties and momentous responsibilities you have
been able to find time to preside over our deliberations is
another proof of the determination of the British people to
find a solution to this problem.

We, Indian Delegates, have already staked our repu-
tation in the eyes of our fellow countrymen. We cannot
—we dare not—go back to India without carrying with us
the solution which will satisfy the aspirations of our people.

The Indian Princes, in their magnificent speeches,
have made it abundantly clear that they are not only
anxious to adjust their relations with British India, but that
they are equally desirous to see India occupying her right-
ful position amnong the proud nations of the world.

When the best brains of England and the versatile
brains of India are bent upon the solution of the problem,
there ig no difficulty which may not be overcome.

What is the nature of our problem? We have been
asked here to give an expression of a limited character on
the question of federal or unitary governmeot.

Before expressing my opiniou on this specific proposi-
tion, on behalf of the Sikh community, which I have the
hovour to represent here, I make bold to say that, from
the point of view of British India, our immediate business
is to obtain the substance of independence, a status of
partnership in the Lritisih Empire and a full measure of
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responsible government in autonomous Provinces under a
responsible central government. If that had not been the
main issue, perhaps the Conference would not have seen
the light of day.

The immediate realisation of this desire is no doubt
full of difficulties, and if there were no difficnlties, we would
not have been here putting our heads together and coming
to close grips with the problem. Lord Peel said yesterday
that the Simon Commission Report, so far as the Provinces
were concerned, i8 a revolutionary document, in so far as,
in the Provinces, diarchy is done away with and a unitary
responsible government is established instead. I admit
that the word “ diarchy " has been taken away from the
constitution but diarchy in substance is replaced in the
ofticial Members of the Cabinet. I do not desire to enter
into any discussion at this stage of the various proposals;
but with all deference I submit that ne amount of autonomy
in the Provinces is going to satisfy Indian public opinion
unless responsibility is estabished in the central government..
Representing, as I de the important Sikh minority I cannot
shut iy eyes to what realistion of full responible govern-
ment would mean to a minority.

If we were all to forget that we were members of
different communities, and were prepared to sacrifice our
communal interest at the altar of nationbhood or nationalism,
I for one would not have asked for any coasideration for
my community; but unfortunately communal interests are
still dear to us and require adjustment in a spirit of give
and take., The Sikhs—who were, I need not remind you
the masters of the Punjab not many years ago and who,
gince the British advent have maintained their military
prestige in the various theatres of war in Asia, Africa and
Europe, and who, during the Great War, supplied no less
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than 89,000 combatant recruits besides 30,000 already
in service, and who still constitute the most gallant element
of the Tndiar Army—cannot remain indifferent to-
their interests. I beg of you not to ignore the just claims
of a commnaity which is to be the backbone of India as a
Dominion. I need only remind you of the words of
Edward Thowmson, whe has written a book on the re-
construction of India. He says that if the Sikhs remain
loyal to a federated India, the North Western border is safe
against Afghanistan, and if Indie remains a Dominion, her
shores are secured by the British Navy.

I am anxious, therefore, to be assured of a rightful
position for my community. In fact, the test of a constitu-
tion is the measure of security it provides for the minorities.
But I am not without hope that, along with other difficulties,
we shall be able to solve this problem, in a friendly spirit,
with a common desire to see India occupying a proud
position among the countries of the world.

The problems of defence and the inaintenacce of law
and order were mentioned yesterday as the big problems.
which presented peculiar difficulties, I am of opinion
that, with the solution of the minorities problem and with
the introduction of a system of responsible government
which will satisfy general public opinioa in India, the
question of law and order becomes very easy. Indians in
general are more peace-loving than Westerners, and if their
legitimate demands are acceded to, there is no reason why
there ghould be any more disorder.

I admit that the defence problem is more difficult, but
it i made more difficult, partly from the peculiar nature of
India’s frontier, and partly by the exclusion, until recently
of Indians from higher ranks and positions of respoosibility -
in the Indian Army. T hold the view that India cannot-
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be a full-fledged Dominion, until she is able to assume
control of the Army, but that does not imply that she can-
not have Dominion Status and responsibility in other spheres
of Governmental activity.

The question of defenee—and along with it the
relations with foreign countries——can for a peried of time
be entrusted to the Viceroy, assisted by an advisory board
of Indians; but to seek to remove the control of the Army
from the Indian legislature and to vest it in a fereign body
for all time to come is to postpone the attainment of full
Dominion Status by India until Doomsday.

What is immediately needed is to accelerate the pace
of Indianisation in the higher ragks of the Army. Itis
inconceivable that the right material will not be available,
or that any peculiar difficulties will present themselves in
providing non-British commands.

In spite of general disarmament and physical degener-
ation, for which the Arms Act in India is mostly responsi-
ble, the martial races in the Punjab like the Sikhs and
Muslims and the Mahrattas in the South can still supply a
valnable element for the higher ranks.

During the Great War, the Vicercy's commissioned
officers gave proof of their capacity for leadership, and there
is no reason to think that when Indiaas are given the oppor-
tunity of holding positions in the higher command they will
aot exhibit every capacity for leadership.

There is another question with regard to the Army
which I desire to bring to the notice of this assembly. It
is not quite clear to me why such a large garrison of 60,000
British troops, is maintained at such a heavy cost, appa-
rently for the preservation of internal peace and order.
-Ogne British soldier costs four times as much as an Indian
:soldier.
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Sir Pheroze Sethna :—Five times as much.

A British soldier costs four to five times as much as an’
Indian soldier, and it is difficult to see why so large a
garrison shonld be maintained for the apparent reason of
internal peace and order. The Indian DPolice can well be
trusted in times of disorder and outbreaks to discharge their
responsibilities and duties honestly, and there is no reason.
why Tndiao soldiers, who are more disciplined should not
be able to discharge their duties honestly and conscien-
tiously.

The Army question, instead of offering any iosur-
mountable difficulties, becomes easy of solution, if the dead
weight of expenditure on British troops 18 removed and the
Tndianisation of the higher ranks in the Army honestly
pushed through.

The problem of the Indian States has presented great
difficulty, but is fortunately now nearer solution. With the
acceptance of the idea of a greater India, united in diver-
sity, and with the willingness of the Princes to join that
federation as free contracting parties, that problem is
nearer golution. While the idea of a federation, in which.
self-governing provinces in British India, on the one hand,
and the Indian States, on the other, will fit themselves into
a whole for the realisation of common ideals, in an attrac-
tive one, it is still an idea which cannot immediately
‘mature. At the ocutset we can so frame our constitution as
to leave the door open to the Indian States to come in,.
but in ceming to a decision on the exact type of federa-
tion, we must not forget that India is now rapidly advane-
ing towards nationhood. Nothing should be done which.
might stifle that process of unification and nationhood ; we
must guard against any disintegrating tendencies on the-
part of various units.
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MR. GANDHI IN CHAMPARAN

Then came the Champaran incident which has since
wccome historic as being the forerunner of civil disobe-
dience. In the Luckoow Congress of December 1916,
Mr. Gandhi, though pressed by some of the citizens of
Behar, declined to talk about grievances of the labour-
ers in the Behar plantations without first-hand know-
ledge of the real state of affairs. This he resolved to
acquire soon after the Coogress session: and in res-
ponse to an ipsistent public demand, to inquire into the
conditions under which [ndians worked in the indigo plant-
ations, Mr. Gandhi was in Muzaffarpur on the 15th of
April, 1917, whence he took the mid-day train for Motihari.
Next day he was served with a notice from the Champaran
District Magistrate to «uit the district ‘‘by the next
available train as his presence will endaoger the public
peace and may lead to serious disturbance which may be
accompanied by loss of life”. But the local authorities in
issuing this mandate counted without the host. For
Mr. Gandhi, who had initiated the Passive Resistance
Movement in South Africa, replied in 28 way that did not
surprise those who bad known bim :

Out of a sense of public responsibility, I feel it to be my duty
to say that I am unable to leave this district, but it it so please the
authorities, [ shall submit to the order by suffering the penalty of
disohedience.

I most emphatically repudiate the Commissioner’s suggestion
that “ my object is likely to be agitation”. My desire is purely and
simply for “a genuvine search for knowledge™ and this 1 shall
continue to satisfy so long as I am left free.

Mr. Gandhi appeared before the District Magistrate on
the 18th, when he presented a statement. Finding that the
case was likely to be unnecessarily prolonged, he pleaded
guilty, and the judgment was deferred pending instructions
from higher gnthorities. The rest of the story is pretty
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Nothing should be dene, in particular, to weaken the
-authority or the credit of the Central Government, and for
‘this reason, T am strongly of opinion that, after distributing
as large powers as possible to the provinces to develop on
their own lines, a reserve of power must remain with the
Central Government. We mustremember that, in deciding
to have a federal type of Government, we are reversing the
natural process, so far as the provinces are concerned.
The federation of once independent States has usually been
an intermediary process towards unification, but here we
are trying to create separatist tendencies. History should
be our guide, and we should evolve a type of system which
may not be strictly unitary, but which is suited to our
peculiar conditions and traditions.

The eyes of the world are turned towards this Con-
ference. The fate of oune fifth of the human race hangs
on the deliberations round this historic table. The pledges
of British statesmen are on their trial; the patriotism and
good sense of various communities is to be tested. T only
pray and hope that we may all rise equal to this great
occasion, and that the fruits of our labours may lead to a
happier and more contented India and to a greater Englaad.
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SIR A. P. PATRO

After such a circuit of words, praises and emotions, for
‘me to contribute anything would only be wearisome and I
am sure [ should be trying the patience of this assembly
if T were to make a long speech. My objeet this morning
is to place before you certain business propositions derived
from experience and the kunowledge of the working of
institutions which were inaugurated under the Montford
Scheme, with regard to relations between the Provinces
and the Centre, and what should be done with a view to
easing the situation and for creating facilities for the
smooth wovking of responsibility at the Centre and in the
Provinces.

T have listened very carefully to the very instructive
and interesting address of the representative of the Con-
servative group, Lord Peel. I appreciate his greatsincerity
and frapkness, and he is speaking true to the creed
of the great party to which he belongs. We are also in
Southern India styled 2 Conservative party, and a reaction-
ary party by a certain section of the extreme nationalists.
As a Conseryative party, we hold fast to the traditions of
the past, and as nationalists we want to progress with all
other political sections of India.

It will be interesting for you, therefore, to hear what
the legislature and the Party, which I have honour to
represent and to lead, has to say on the nature of the
practical working, the defects and the difficulties of the
system of dyarchy. It would be mere waste of time,
however, for me at this stage to go seriatim into all the
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defects and difficulties of the present situation. I will only
picture to you briefly what it is that, from the point of
view of the Party I represent seems desirable. [ represent
a party which consists, not merely of the intelligentsia of
the country, but of representatives of the countryside,
agriculturists and small landbolders—all classes who have
a stake in the country.

The Legislative Council of Madras, which co-operated
whole-heartedly with the Indian Statutory Commission,
has, in cornmunicating the report of the Committee to the
Secretary of State, resolved emphatically that any grant
of political autonomy in the provinces will be a mere shell
without substance, unless responsibility is introduced in the
Central Government. The Justice Party, at a great
meeting held two days after this report was submitted, has
also unanimously placed on record its sincere desire that
the next step in advance should be responsibility in the
Centre, and that India should be placed in a position
not inferior to that of the States which comprise the
British Commonwealth of Nations,

I may also refer to another view expressed by this-
great movement in Southern India, Bombay and the
Central Provinces, the Non-Brahmin movment.

It is the sincere wish of the Non-Brahmin Party,
guided and controlled by experience and knowledge
of the working of the institutions of the country, to
have full responsibility at the centre, and a meeting of
the All India Non-Brahmin Party, held in Poona and
presided over by myself, has resolved that it shall
stand for full responsibility at the Centre, subject
to such safeguards for a temporary period, as may
be essential, and that India shall be placed in line with the:
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other States which comprise the British Commonwealth of
Nations.

We base this on the experience we have hitherto
acquired. The system of dyarchy was acquired and worked
with varyiog degrees of success in the different provinces.
If, in any province, it has not worked successfully it is not
because of want of capacity in the individuals, but because
they refused to work a system or an organisation which
did not fulfil their expectations, and which was so full of
defects that they would not work it whole-heartedly.

That being 8o, I would submit to this Conference that
the success of the dyarchic experiment in India has not
been, as it has been represented to be, inferior to any other
institution. We have worked successfully in India, we
have gained experience and knowledge. What then is the
next step to be taken, when we have proved that the
dyarchic system has been successful, though it has been
universally condemned by sections of people who did not
dare the responsibility, who did not put their shoulders to
the wheel and carry out the administration ?,

Those who did not have the painful experience of
working the institution are most. loud in condemning the
system. I am not one of those who think that it deserved
such universal condemnation. Like every other institution,
its defects are many, its difficulties are many, but it has
worked successfully, as ;we have proved in the Madras
Presidency. I would ask this Conference ,to bear with me,
while I point out how far this system has been successful in
improving the condition of the countryside and in helping
the minorities and others. One of the great problems,
which this Conference will have to consider, is whether the
past can be taken as a sure guide for the future, e

must test our conclusions and the facts. The Legislative
9
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Councils all over the country addressed themselves to what
is konown as nation-building, Departments were set up
which served to improve the condition of the people of the
rural areas, the depressed classes have been helped and
steps have been taken to see that provision was made for
their redemption from jgnorance and cruel injustice.

The problem of the iinorities was not neglected.
Every time, when questions relating to the rights ard
liberties of the minorities came up, the legislature stood
firm and did not allow any ipjustice to them. In the
matter of discriminatory legislation, hy means of interpella-
tions or resolutions, the Honse always protested, 1t was
the same in the matter of finance, when the revenues of
the Presidency were sought to be curtailed. 1 refer to the
matter of excise revenue, when an attempt was made to
deal with the problem of temperance. When the question
was brought forward, the Council stood firmly for the policy
of temperance and yet did not yield to a curtailment of the
revenues of the country. While everyone sympathised
with the advance of temperance, we felt that it must come
gradually. 1 bring forward this illustration, because it
is common among certain sections of the Nationalists to
say that there shonld be toral prohibition. Any amount of
talk has gone on, and it has even been suggested that force
should be used. Neverthless, I give this testimony to show
that the practical wisdom awnd the commonsense of the
legislature induced members to stand firm in the matter.
They would not be moved by sentiment and emotion, or by
appeals to patriotism. ‘They stood firm, and the revenues
of the Provinces remained. Therefore, I state this, though
it is an unpleasant illustration to show, that in any matter
relating to the reduction of the revenue the Legislative
Couacil proved true to their commonsensa.
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Now I wish to say a word Io reference to what the
aoble lord, Lord Peel, said with reference to the people of
India. It is not correct to say that the political shibboleth
or the demands for independence or for the repudiation of
debt is the desire of India. That is confined to a certain
section of the people.  Are there not political parties in
Englaod to-day who inake the most extreme deinands ? Are
there not political parties in the Dominions who take up
extreme positions which you and I would not assent to ?
You may call it Bolshevism or Socialism or anything you
like. There are extreme sections of people all over the
world.

Therefore, these things should not be taken as any-
thing that should operate to deter the progress of India
towards full Self-Government. You should utilise these
forces more profitably and hurness them for the good of the
people. They are symptoms of the great forces workiog
in the couatry, and it will be high statesmanship, it will
be true statesmanship, to control these forces and conciliate
‘these forces and bring aboat coastitutional changes which
will keep them within the constitution. It inay not be
too late now to Jo that.

As envisaged in the despatch of the Government of
India, you cannot take for granted the passive consent
of the people for any lsgislation of any measure you take.
It has been visualised in the Despatch of the Government
ot [ndiz that you imust have the willing conseat of the
people if any measures which you are to take is to be suec-
.cessful. Therefore, in such cases, is it not desirable that
you should enlist the sympathy and support of all sections
of people who are now co-operating with the administration ?

Again, in the matter of the relations between the
Central Government and Tiovinces uwader the dyavchic
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gystem many difficulties were experienced. But we over-
came the obstacles in the way and affairs were managed:
efficiently and satisfactorily as was proved by the testimony
of British statesmen. To prove how effective they are, T
wouid lay before you facts relatiug to the internal peace
and order which has been maintained during the last ten
years. In every Province there were disorders, how did the
legislatures deal with the matter 7 Money was expended by
the sanction of the Governor-in-Council to maintain peace,
and the legislatures co-operated. Responsible and von-
responsible Ministers acted in nunion in the matter of main-
taining law and order. Both in law and order, in the matter
of discriminatory legislation, ig paying attention to the
rights aud liberties of minorities the legislatures have proved
themselves equal to their task. They have gained exper-
ience, and they have gained knowledge of what to do in
order that that experience may be utilised in the future.

Remember, that whatever may be the changes decided
upon here, whatever may be the constitution framed for the
future, we of the agricultural classes expeet that the aim
and end of every constitutional change will be to improve-
the lot and the life of the cultivator, the agriculturist, and
the small industrialist.

If you do not keep in view this aim, and if you only
provide for the intelligentsia of the country, you will be
gorry for having bad anything to do with the modification.
of the constitution in India. We have vast masses of people
to deal with, not a few educated classes. Therefore, your
reconstruction of the constitution must be consistent with
and in co-operation with a spivit of helpfuloess to the great
masses of India. Please remember that the end and aim
of every constitutional change should be to improve the lot
and the life of the agriculturist in India.
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I would like to remind you that the position in the
‘countryside is not as it was ten years ago. I will not take
up time by describing fully to you the position, but I bave
travelled over all the provinces and visited individually
many villages to test the real feeling. To-day there is a
great awakening in my community, the community of
agriculturists. You could not have imagined ten years ago
that there would be such a transformation worked in the
villages by the fraachise. The organisation set up have
‘had an educative influence and have made the villagers
gelf-reliant. The work of the local bodies, wherever they
-exist have awakened people to the consciousness of their
xights and their liberties and they are working to make
those institutions successful and sufficient. In the taluks,
-you find boards of various kinds doing an immense work to
rouse the people to self-consciousness and to enable them
#to manage their own affairs. There are Boards and
‘Councils, Education Boards and numerous other institutioas
which are, day io and day out, teaching the people, placing
‘before them their duties and responsibilities, and to-day
you will not find a single report which coodemns wholesale
the valuable work of self-Government that is being carried
-on in the provinces, the districts and the villages.

I have one more word to say. Judging by British
standards, you may ask what is the percentage ot attend-
ance, what is the percentage of voters at the polls, and
how are the elections conducted? I do not want to go
into details. It is sufficient for me to say that to-day there
is an interest taken in the election of the Legislative
‘Councils, that you will find that the members of the
Councils in most cases are looking forward to the influence
-of the ballot box. The ballot box controls the destinies of
the British Government here to-day. It is beginaing to
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control affairs in India. So there is this feeling in the
country that the people are beginning te manage their own
affairs. Why you should refuse to give opportunities for
the people to manage their own affairs in the provinces and
at the centre I cannot understand. It may be necessary,
as my Hon. friend Sir Mubammad Shafi said, to place
temporary restrictions—those are details to be considered
later—but I do say that you should trust the people who
have been able to work well in co-operation in the past.
I do not agree with those who hold that there should be
revolution in the country.

I believe, and my party believes, in evolution. We
say that the introdwction of responsible Government at the
centre is not a revolution but'is a step towards what we
ask tor—full responsible Government later on. It is a step.
necessary and essential.



MR. MUHAMMAD ALI

Mr. Chairiman: My friend Dr. Moonje, has explained
his position as ro how he has been called a traitor to his
country. I think we are bracketed together here again. As
he knows very well, on the day when he and T were to
depart from India, black flags were flown to wish us
Godspeed, and the wishes of people with whom we had
been working all these years were that the boat ‘ Viceroy
of India ” might prove very unseaworthy. Even when I
came to this country, one newspaper in Eagland, which I
have helped to stabilise finaveially, I am very glad to see
it has a million sale to-day—the JDaily Herald, publish-
ed my photograph and called me a convert—I suppcse a
convert from patriotism to treachery. There i3 in
Parliament, besides the Conservative Peer, who spoke
yesterday frankly and sincerely, another very Conservative
gentleman who was my tutor, my Professor at Oxford,
Sir Charles Oman, and it is from bis history that I quote
one short sentence which was one of the questions asked
us in the Tndian Civil Service Examination, for which I
appeared and failed: “The Saracen alone it was
impossible to convert.” I do pot claim to have in me
orient bleod like all the white people here and Dr.
Moonje. I have the blood in me which my Lord Reading
(who sent me to prison) perhaps has ruoning in his veins.
1 am a Semite, and if he has not been converted from
Zionism nor am [ converted from Islam, and my anchor
holds. T am the only person belonging to my party who
has been selected by His Excellency the Viceroy, or the
Govercment of His Majesty here, or whoever it is who
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familiar. The higher authorities subsequently issued
instructions not to proceed with the prosecution, while a
Commission of Enquiry was at once instituted to enquire
into the conditions of the Behar labourers with Mr. Gandhi
as a member of that body. As usual, Mr. Gandhi worked
in perfect harmony with the other members, and though
with the findings of his own private enquiry he could have
raised a storm of indignant agitation against the scandals
of the plantations, he refrained from using his influence and
knowledge for a merely vindictive and vainglorious cry. He
worked quietly, with no thought of himself, but absorbed
in the need for remedial measures ; and when in December
1917 the Champaran Agrarian Bill was moved in the Behar
Legislative Couuncil, the Hon. Mr. Maude made a frank
statement of the scandals which necessitated an enquiry by
a Commission, and acknowledged Mr. Gandhi’s service

in handsome terms :—

It is constantly asserted, and I have myself often heard it said,
that there is in reality nothing wrong or rotten in the stats of
affalrs ; that all concerned are perfectly happy so long as they are
left alone, and that it is only when outside influences and agitators
come in, that any trouble is experienced. I submit that this conten-
tion is altogether untenable in the light of the history of the last
fifty years. What is it we find on each individual occasion when
tresh attention has been, at remarkably short intervals, drawn once
more 1o the conditions of the production of the indigo plant?
We do not find on each ogcasion that some tresh little matter has
gone wrong which can be easily adjusted, but we find on every
oceasion alike that it is the system itself, which is condemned as
being inherently wrong and impossible, and we see also repeated
time after time the utter futility of bringing the matter to any last-
ing or satisfactory settlement by the only solutions that have so far
been attempied, namely, an enhancement of the price paid for indigo
and a reduction of the tenant’s burden by reducing the limit of the
proportion of his land which he would be required to ear-mark for
indigo cultivation. Repeatedly, those expedients have been tried—
repeatedly they have failed to effect a lastlog solution, partly be-
cause they could not be universally enforced, but chlefly becanse no
thinking can set right a system which {sin itself inherently rotten

aad open to abuse,
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appoints these wonderful Delegates. Whose Delegates we
are we do pot know. I do noc pretend to represent any-
body, but I will say this much, and I feel certain that
when you have heard me—1I hape patiently—you will say
that T am not misrepresenting myself, and I think that
should be enough. In politics there is too much mis-
representation, even of oneself.

Yesterday, appeals were being made to me, because I
am a fighting mao, by the lady friends with whom I
travelled, that I should answer Lord Peel. I said, * No,
the answer must come from you still more conservative
than Lord Peel” (Laughter). I will only quote to Lord
Peel from an English poet, as I did when we were going
through the lobby. I said, ‘I hope your Lordship is a
Conservative and will remain a Conservative, because the
only definition that I read of a Conservative was in Tenny-
son, who said, ‘He is the best Conservative who lops the
mouldered braach away”. I think those ideas which he
-expressed very sincerely and frankly really represent the
mouldered braneh which ghonld be lopped away. This is
my only answer to him.

As regards the other Conservatives, our own Princes
from India, as regards His Higliness the Maharaja Sahib of
Rewa, I am not quite sure about his conservatism. If he
takes Burke to be a Conservative, and quotes him at the
end of his speech, I would say, ‘“Be a Conservative and
stick to it; small minds and large empires go ill together.”
If the British Kwnpire—call it Ewmpire, call it Commonwealth
of Nations, whatever you choose to call it T do not care—
if the British Empire desires to remain big, the small minds
that have been visible and audible only toolong must dis-
appear (Applause). If you had followed Burke, you
would not have lost America, and you would pot be talkiog
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of parity to-day. There will be talk of much more charity.
Anod you would not have all those debts to pay. Youn
would not have all that worry. You would not have to go
to (Geneva to the Preparatory Commission for the Disarma-
ment Conference. How long that preparation is going to
take, Heaven only knows. All these things come i,
because you forgot your greatest politician, your greatest
statesman, who was the man who in the House of Com-
mons was called the ‘ dinner bell , because when DBurke
got up to speak, you all left and went to the dining
room.

You still do that to people who are like Burke, and I
therefore say, and I quote him once again—" Men, bpot
measures.” I do not care what constitution you have, bnt
it you have got one man in Enpgland who is a real man

—* Oh God, for 2 man of heart and head like some of the
simple great ones gone for ever and ever by!” autocrat
democrat, aristocrat—I care not what you call him-—one
who can rule and dare not lie, 1 hope my old friend, Mr.
MacDonald, will at least prove the man to rule, and that
he would not dare to lie to his own party, to his own
conscience, to his own dead wife and to his living country ;
and if you people of all parties assist him, we shall make
history. But, even more than that, I trust my old friend
Mr. Ramsay MacDopald. I, a republican, make this
concession, that I place my trust in the man—T call him a
man, because a man’s a man for a that—who inaugurated
this ceremony in the Gallery of the House of Lords whose
name is George. Whether you call him His Majesty, or
whatever you call kim, he is a man, {Cheers.) He knows
India better than any of his Ministers, past or present, and
I am looking up to him to do justice to the 320 millions,
who constitute one-fifth of the whole of humanity, and
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I am strengthened in that belief by the wonderful patrio-
tism shown by the Princes arrayed over there—the Con-
servative element of India. Tt must be a revelation to my
Lord Peel and to my Lord Reading, it is no revelation to-
me. I am again a unique person. While I am a British
subject, yet I was being excluded from the Indian Civils
Service Kxamination, because they said I was not a
natural-born British subject. DProvisionally, they admitted
me, and when the evidence from my mother came in
they admitted me, but I happen also to be the
subject of an Indian State, and probably in that respect
I am a unique person. I was born in a State, I
have served in & State, I have served in another State—my
master is here; I ate his salt for seven years—and when
I was dying two years ago, it was an Indian Prince who
sent me at his own cost his own doctor here. When
I was supposed to be going to die once more at Simla,
it was a friend whom I was abont to take as a private
tutor, the Nawab Sahib of Bhopal, who exercised the truest
hospitality, which the British are not yet exercising—he
turped his guest-house into a hospital for me. The British
will be extending their hospitality to me, if they make me-
a free patient in every hespital that there is (Laughter).
When I was sent to Simla to the hospital, I made a.
judicious separation between two fiancees, a lady on one
side and a military officer on the other, who were to be
married very shortly. Both were ailing. The lady asked,
when she saw an Indian coming into the quarters, ‘“ What
is this old man ailing from ? " The Doctor said, ‘' Tell me
what the old man is not suffering from "'—a man with my
dilated heart, with my blindness and what not? With
my gangrene foot, with neuritis, with this huge bulking foot
through oedema, with an albumen area and the whole long -
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list that I could give you, if Colonel Gidney would not
think 1 was becoming his rival as a medical man. 1 would
not have travelled seven miles, let alone have come seven
thousand miles on land and sea because, as the Daily
Herald puts it, T am a coavert from a rebel against the
Goveroment, T have become a traitor to my country and I
am now working with the Government. I say I can work
even with the devil, if it is to be work for the cause of God.

I hope you will forgive this long iatroduction about
my health and ailmeats and all sorts of things, but the fact
is that to-day the one purpose for which I come is this—
that I want to go back to my couutry only if I can go back
with the substance of freedom in my hand. Otherwise I
will not go back to the slave country, I would prefer to die,
in a foreign country ; and so long as it is a free country
you will have to give me a grave here.

I begin with the Conservatives by thanking them.
When I met Mr. Baldwin at the dinner which the Govern-
ment hospitality provided for us, when I was really very
ill and ought to have been in bed, I was watching for the
cherrywood pipe, and, thank God, it came out. So I went
up to Mr. Baldwin and I said, “In two ways you have
made history. Although a Counservative belonging to a.
party of the so-called idle rich, you have at least been
human enough to establish this rule, that where only
Coronas could be smoked, an honest man could briog out
his shag, put it into a cherrywood pipe, as I used to do at
Oxford, and smoke it.”” But he has done another historic
thing. He has sent out a Conservative Viceroy of the
type of Lord Irwin. If any wan has saved the DBritish.
Empire to-day, it is that tall, thin Christian. If TLord
Irwin was not there to-day, Heaven only kmows what
would have happened. At least I would not be the com-
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rade 1 am supposed to be. We should not have beeu at
this Round Table. It is for the sake of peace, frieadship
aod freedom that we have come here, and I hope we shall
go back with that. If we do net, we go back iato the
ranks where we were before. You may call us traitors to
the country. You may call us rebels or outlaws.

I have said something about His Excellency Lord
Irwia, but I do not wish to associate myself with bhis
government. The oaly good point about their despatch is
that it has provided us with another historic document.
The Simun Commission’s Report is not the only document
we have to consider. The despatch is a most disap-
pointing document. ‘The best thing we can do is
to create our own documents here. The best hearts
aad the best brains of two big countries are assembled
hers. Many who ought to have been here are still in gaol
in Todia. Mr. Jayakar, Sir Tej Sapru, aed 1 tried our
hands at peace-making with the Viceroy and Mr. Gandhi,
but we failed. [ hope we will not fail, when we go hack
to our couatry this time, to carry with us the substance of
freedom.

Lord Peel 8aid, ¢ Oh yes, but when you go back to
your couatry with a constitution such as yon want, those
penple who are not co-operating will wrest it from your
hands.” Wrest it! When I can fight the British, I can
ficht the Indians too. But give me something to fight for.
Do not let me have to take hack from here a charter of
slavery and then expect me to fizht my own people. [
could not do it, and ¥ I tried to do it, I should fail. But
with freedom in our hands, I wonld gladly go back
+ those in whose name by friend Mr. Jayakar spoke.
e claimed to speak for Young India. I think he koows
“1at, althengh a much older fodian, | am a youag manin
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heart, in speed, in temperament and in fighting. 1 was
non-co-operating, when Mr. Jayakar was still practisiog io
the Law Courts. Anyhow, he was not in gacl with me,
My brother and I were the very first to be sent to gaol by
Lord Reading. 1 bear no grudge, but I want the power,
when Lord Reading does wrong, also to send him to gaol.

I have not come to ask for Dominion Status. I do
pot believe in the attainment of Dominion Status. The
one thing to which I am committed is complete indepen-
dence.

In Madras in 1927 we passed a resolution making
that our goal. In 1928, in the Convention of our Parties,
a report was moved, one of the very first clauses of which
was about Dominion Status. Even my old Seeretary, the
President of the Congress to-day, was kept down by his
father. There is a Persian proverb which says, *“ Lo wmot
be a younger brother.” 1In the case of him, I would say
“Be a cat, do not be the soa of your father.” I got up in
his place, when he could not speak for complete indepen-
dence, and I opposed the clause dealing with Dominion
Status. In 1926, I would not make it my creed, because
once we make it our creed in the Congress, we cannot
admit anybody else into the Congress, who does net hold
the creed. I would like to keep the door open for
negotiation. I would not like to slam the door in the
face of anybody.

His Excellency Lord Irwin, a Conservative Viceroy,
was the man on the spot. Wlhen we came to London we
heard that everybody was appealing to “ The man in the
street’”. Whether the man in the street is ever beard or not,
I do oot know, but Lord Rothermere and Lord Beaverbrook
talk about the man in the street. In India, it is always
“The man on the spot.” The man on the spot came
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here and he talked to the man in the street. They brought
-round Mr. Baldwin; they brought round the Couoser-
-vatives ; they brought round everybody, and made the
announcement that Dominion Status was meant when in
1917 they said “ Responsible Government”. That cleared
the fog which had been created in a very memorable
meeting of the Indian Legislative Assembly in 1924 by the
Officer-in-charge of the Iome Department at the time, who
I am glad, is present to-day.

As T said two or three days ago, India has put on 50
—Tleague boots, We are making forced marches, which
will astonish the world and we will not go back to India,
unless 8 new Dominion is born.

If we go back to India without the birth of a new
Dominion, we shall go back to a lost Dominion. We shall
zo back to an America. Then you will witness, not within
the British Commonwealth or the British Empire, but out-
side it, with the Indian Princes, Dr. Moonje, with Mr.
Jayakar, with myself and my brother, a free and United
States of India. It will be something more than that. As I
wrote shortly after leaving Oxford long years ago, in India
we shall have something better than an  America, because
we shall not only have a United States, but we shall have
united faiths. Not like to like, but like in diflference; self-
revereat each and reverencing each ; distinct in individua-
lities but like each other even as those who love.

It is with these passions surging in our hearts that we
have come here. It now depeods upon our Conservative
friends, upon vur Radical friends, upon our Labour friends
and still more upon the one man whom I trust more in
Eogland than anybody else—His Majesty King George,
the grandson of Victoria the Good, whose love for India
nobody dare deny. Her whele life was the Magna Charta of
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fAndia, and in her grandson's time history will be written :—
George III lost America. George V won India.

We ave told that there are difficulties. It is said
“ Took at the States . But I come from the States. 'Then
there is the Army. It is the biggest indictment against
‘Great Britaio that the Army is not ours to-day, and if you
-ever use that excuse of the Army, you will condemn your-
selves out of your own mouths. TLet me tell yon frankly
-and honestly, but in & friendly way, that your greatest sin
was the emasculation of India. (Hear, hear).

I am glad to hear my friend say ‘Hear, hear”. I
was very sorry to hear him talk about our people being
fired upon and running away. We have 320,000,000 of
people. When they can afford to die in millions from
fawmine and from plague, surely they can afford to die
from British bullets too. That is the lesson which Gandhbi
wanted to teach us, and that is the lesson which we must
learn now. In 1913 1was in this country when Gandhi was
leading his movement in South Africa. Mr. G. K. Chester-
ton presided at a meeting in the Essex Hall, and he called
upon me to sheak. Other speakers had spoken of Gandhi's
new philosophby. [ said “ Please understand one thing
about that.”” Whether it is his philosophy or mine, it is
the buman philosophy. Nobody wins in a battle. There
is merely the will to kill. In India we have not the power
to kill, but the moment we develop the will to die, numbers
will tell. 320,000,000 of people cannot be killed. There
is no mechanization for which you can find money which
can kill 320,000,000 people. Even if you have got that
mechanization, even if you have got the material, you
have not the morale to dare to kill 320,000,000 people.
We must have in us the will to die for the birth of India
as a free and united nation.
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The veal problem which is upsotting us all the time
has been the third problem—the Hindu-Moslem problem,
But that is no problem at all. The fact is that the Hindu-
Moslem difticulty like the Army difficulty, is of your own
creation. But not altogether.

It is the old question of divided rule. The moment
we decide not to be divided you will not be able to rule.
With this determination, we have come here. Let me
assure every British man and woman who thinks of shaping
our destinies that the only quarvel between the Hindu and
the Moslem to-day is a quarrel that the Moslemn is afraid
of Hindu domination. I want to get rid of that fear.

The very fact that Hindus and Moslems are quarrell-
ing to-day shows that they will not stand British demination
for one single minute. That is the point to grasp. British
domination is doomed over India. Is our friendship doomed
also?

My brother took service under the Government, for
17 vears, but he did one thing for me. He gsent me to
Oxford. He was always taunting me in my *non-co-oper-
ation days by saying, “ You have a seft heart for that
place called Oxford”. I must admit that I had. I spent
four years there, and [ always carry with me the most
pleasant recollections of that time and I want to keep that
feeling. But I can tauot my brother. When he was
being tried at Karachi—when the Jury let us off, and there
was a British juryman amopg them; they voted for our
release because we were such sporting lot-—he said,
‘ Even if it becomes my duty to kill the first Fnglishman
I some across, if he happens to have blze eyes my koife
will not work, because I shall thiok of the eyes of
Theodore Beck, my late Principal at my College.”
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Therefore, even if British dominpation i8 doomed—and:
it must be killed here—do not let us kill British friendship..
We have a soft corper in our hearts for Great Britain.

One word as to the Mussulman position. Many
people in England ask us why this question of Hindu and
Mussuliman comes ioto politics and what it bas to do with
these things. I reply, “It is a wrong conception of
religion that you have; it is not dogma; it is not ritual;
religion, to my mind, means the interpretation of life,”” I
have a culture, a polity, a synthesis of life which is Isiam.
Where God commands, I am a Mussulman first, a
Mussulman second and a Mussulman last, and nothing but
a Mussulman. 1f you ask me to enter into your Empire or
into your nationalism by leaving that synthesis, that polity,
that culture, that ethic, T will not do it. My first duty is
to my Maker, not to H. M. The King nor to my companion
Dr. Moonje ; my first duty is to my Maker, and that is the
case with Dr. Moonje also. He must be a Hindu first apd
I must be Mussalman first, so far as that duty is concerned.

But where India is concerned, where India's freedom
is concerned, where the weltare of India is concerned, I
am an Indian first, an Indian second, an Indian last and
nothing but an Indian.

I belong to two circles of equal size but which are not
concentric. When we came to England in 1920 at the head
of the Khilafat Delegation, my friends said, “You must
have some sort of a badge.” I decided to have a badge
with two circles on it. In one circle was the word “ India;
in the other eircle was Islam, with the word ¢ Khilafat’”
and the word * India.” ‘“India’ came in both circles.
We are not nationalists; the Mussalmans say that God
made Man and the Devil made the Nation. Nationalism -

10



THE MAN AND HIS MISSION 334 ,h‘

The planters of course could not endute this. They
took occasion to indulge in the most rabid and unbecoming
attacks on Mr. Gandbhi. One Mr. Irwin earned on unenvi-
- able notoriety by writing all sorts of scurrilous attacks
touching personalities which have nothing to do with the
subject of enquiry. Columns of such stuff appeared in the
pages of THE PIONEER: but Mr. Gandhi with a quiet
bumour replied in words which should have made the soul
of Mr. Irwin penitent. The controversy on Mr. Gandhi's
dress and Mrs. Gandhi’'s stall-keaping reveals the character
of the two men—Mr. Irwin fussy, viadictive, violent,
ill-tempered, writhing like a wouoded snake in anger and
agony, and Mr. Gandhi secure in his righteousness,
modest, quiet, strong and friendly with no malice and
untainted by evil passions.

THE CONGRESS-LEAGUE SCHEME

By this time Mr. Gandhi had made the Guzerat Sabha
a well-equipped organisation for effective social service.
When in August 1917 it was announced that Mr. Montagu
would be in India in connection with the Scheme of post-
War Reforms, the Guzerat Sabha, under the direction of
Mr. Gandhi, devised in November the admirable scheme of
a monster petition in connection with the Congress-League
Scheme. The idea and-the movement alike were opportune.
Mr. Gandhi himself uadertook the work in his province of
(Guzerat and carried it out with characteristic thoroughness.
The suggestion was taken up by the Congress and the
Home Rule League and piles of books coataining the
monster signatures were duly presented to Mr. Montagu
at Delhi.

Meoanwhile Mr. Gandhi was not idle. On the
17th September he presided over the Bombay Co-operative

Conference. On November 3, he delivered & remarkable
K]
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divides ; no wars, no crusades, have been so cruel as your
last war, and that was a war of your nationalism.

But where our country is concerned, where the ques-
tion of taxation i3 concerned, where our crops ares concern-
ed, where the weather is concerned, where all associations
in thuse ordinary matters are concerned, which are for the
weltare of [ndia, how can I say “I am a Mussalman aond
he is a Hindu"? Make no mistake about the quarrels
between Hindu and Mussalinan; they are founded ooly on
the fear of domianation. [fthere is one other sin with
which [ charge Great Britain, ia addition to the charge of
emasculating Tadia, it is the making of wrong histories
about India and teaching them to us in our schools, with
the vesult that our schoolboys have learnt wrong Iandian
history. The quarrels which are sometimes visible in our
streets on certain days, are quacrels which bhave been
instilled into the hearts of our so-called intelligentsia—I
call them unintelligentsia—Dby the wrong history tauglit to us
in our schools for political purposes. If that feeliog, which
writes ** Revanche 7’ large overthe politics of certain people
in Tndia exists, and if it existed to the extent which it does
to-day, and the Mussalmans were everywhere in a micority
of 25 per cent. and the Hindus were everywhere in a
majority of 66 per cenl. I could see no ray of hope to-day ;
but thanks to the jerry-maudering of our saints and our
soldiers, if there are provinces like that of my friend
Dec. Moonje, in which T am only 4 per cent. there are othes
provinces where 1 am 93 per cent. There is the old pro-
vince of Sind, where the Mussalmans first landed, where
they are 73 per cent., in the Punjab they are 56 per cent.,
and in Beogal 54 per cent. That gives us our safeguard.

I want you to realise that for the first time you are
introducing a big revolution into India; for the first time
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majority rule is to be introduced into India. The old
rulers who gambled their kingdoms away do not have a
majority rule; Akbar and Aurangazeb did not have major-
ity rule ; when Ranjit Singh ruled in the Puajab, he did
not have majority rule; when Warcen Hastings and Clive
raled India, they did not have wmajority rule; and even in
the days of Lord Iewia, there is no majority rule.

For the first time in India, we are going to introduce
majority rule, and I, belonging to a minority, accept that
majority rule. Althongh I know very well thatif 51 people
say that2 aad 2 make 5, and 49 people say that 2 and 2
make 4, the fact that 51 say that 2 and 2 make 5 does not
cause them to make five. Still, [ am prepared to anbmit to
majority rule. TLuckily, however, there are Mussalman
majorities in certain provinces, and with the federal form
of Government, which is suited to India not only for Hindu-
Moslem reasons but for the saks of the Princes, this is in
our favour. 'The ceatrifugal and centripetal tendenecies
are so well balaneed in India that we are bound to have a-
federal system of government there, not as a distant ideal,
as the Government of India says, but to-day, now this
minute. We shall leave this Con{erence only with federa-
tion established in India, with the treaties made with the
Princes, with the consent of the Crown and the Princes.

I sometimes hear it said that pothing can be done
withont the conseat of the Princes. No, Your Highnesses, we
Our Lownesses will do nothing without your consent. But
when, at the end of 1857, the powers of the Kast India
Company were transferred to the Crown, nobody ever
thought of asking your consent. There were not so mueh
as ** By your leave”. Your relationship with the Crowa
was established merely ipso facto, but it was with a fami]x
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they were interested in Swaraj, and they said “yes.” Out
of respect for the British Indian Army, I will stand up and
vepeat their words. Gandli said to them ‘ Are you inter-
ested in Swaraj, you who belong to the Army and who
have been brought as an escort all the way from TPoona,
because they canuot trust the people of Bengal, their first
Presidency, for the safety of the Duke of Connaught?”
They said “ Only the other day our Colonel on parade told
us laughingly something about Gandhi, saying ‘“Do you
know Bunnia Gandhi wants Swaraj for India?” and. he
laughed and said “Do yon want Swaraj?” Of course he
axpected we should all say ‘No, Sir'. But the Company
very quietly said, ‘Yes, we want Swaraj for Tndia”. Then
the Colonel asked them why they wanted Swaraj, and they
told him that when they were sent to fight in Europe even
when they saw Belgian soldiers comiog back after a defeat
those soldiers would reply to anyone who asked who they
were “ We are Belgians ; we belong to the Belgian Army".
Sometimes the French came running back, but if anybody
asked them who they were, they drew themselves up and
replied that they belonged to the French Army. It was
the same with the British ; but these men said that, even
when they had won and had saved the coast in a eritical
moment in October, when anybody asked them who they
were, they could not say they belonged to the Indian
Army ; they had to say “ We are British subjects.”

Now these men say that they waot to stand upright
and be able tosay ““ We belong to the army of India.” I
tell you this is the fact, God’s own truth, about the Indian
Army. You take a plebiscite of Indian Army, God
Almighty being present, and the British spies being also
present, but some of us also being present, and you will
find that we know more than anybody else on that subject.
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 The Government of India’s Despatch goes further than
Sir John Simon’s report which says that the Army should
not be under the control of England but under the Govern-
ment of India. There are three members of the Govern-
meunt of India, the pigment of whose skin is the same as
wine, sometimes leven darker. Two of them were my
stable companions in Epgland as students, and the third
also studied here. If these people can control the Army,
why cannot Sir 'ej Babhadur Sapru be Prime Minister of
India® Why cannot Sir Muhammad Shafi be Prime
Mipister of India, or why caonot even a humble man like
myself become Commander-in-Chief of India? I have
exhausted your patience, but I can assure you my speech
has been both exhausting and exhaustive. I take my seat
and T hope T shall not be called upon to speak again until
you announce, Mr. Chairman, that India is as free as
England.



FIFTH DAY, NOV. 20.
H. H. THE NAWAB O} BHOPAL

Mr. Chairman : As several of my brother Princes
have already spoken, I will crave your attention for
only a few minutes. Time presscs, and we are all anxious
to get to work in Committee. 'I'Lhat being the position, -the
thought that has been ip my mind from the moment when
His Majesty the King-Emperor opened the Couference
with his gracious words is that here at last is the opportu-
nity of getting rid for ever of the misunderstandings and
the consequent cloud of suspicions that lie between our
two nations, We meet in an atmosphere of good-will, an
atmosphere which has been fostered throughout his
Viceroyalty by Lord Irwin, one of the greatest of Viceroys,
whom India honours as one of the best friends she has
ever had, and who has rendered such signal service to his
country and ours in striving to bring the two together.
In that atmosphere, and with an earnest desire on all
sides form free and frank discussion.

I have no doubt that we shall be able, under Pro-
vidence, to settle the essentials which shall secure the
future peace, happiness and prosperity of Jedia as a
contented member, equal in status with all the rest, of
that community of free self-governing nations, which now
constitute the British Empire, linked together by united
loyalty to His Majesty's T'hrone and by a corporate ideal
of mutual co-operation for t