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PREFACE

HIL remarkable economic achievements within the
Empire during the past century have remained
largely unknown because no one could at present obtain
even a nodding acquaintance with the subject who has not
got access to certain large libraries.

A great dcal has been written about self-government, but
very little about the hacking down of the forest or the sheep
rearing or the gold mining which made Canada, Australia,
and South Africa into world factors and which provided the
necessary money for self-government and alone made it
possible. Volumes have appeared about the military
exploits in India, but very little about the struggle with
the overwhelming forces of nature which took shapec in the
unromantic guise of ““ Public Works ”’.  Yet the railways
and 1rrigation works transformed our greatest dependency,
conquered famine, and created a nationality.

The fierce duel between man and the insect, in which man
is beginning to win, and the struggle between the enginecr
and the stupendous obstacles arrayed against him have
altered all colonial values. Regions previously impenetrable
arc now opened by railways; products, previously non-
transferable, arc in daily use in our kitchens. Deserts and
prairies have been turned into corn-lands, and British
bread is made sometimes of wheat from the great canal
colonies of the Punjab and sometimes from wheat grown
near the snow-line of the Arctic. It is often spread with
margarine made from palm-kernels of Nigeria, or from the
coco-nuts of Ceylon, or with genuine butter from Australia
or New Zealand. And yet the story of the effort and
organization necessary to grow, sell, transport, and pay for
these products, brought from all over the world, has never
been told.

Of all humanitarian movements the suppression of the
slave trade has been the most remarkable. Imrnense
sacrifices of men and money were made to accomplish this,
and yet it was never really effective till the railways pro-
vided an alternative form of transport to the slave carrier.
The history of this again is unwritten.
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Most people are aware of th(? cmigration from the United
Kingdom which gave an English impress to parts of three
continents. Few people, however, seem to _reahze how
important a part both Indian and Chinese cmigrants have
played in the development of the Emplre,_ although the
King rules over a miniature Chinese Empire 1n Malaya
and a miniature Indian Empire in the West Indies. There
have been, in fact, in the past century three mother countries
of the British Empire, i.e. the United Kingdom, India, and
China, but the story of the two last is at present buried In
numerous rcports. 1 have attempted to set down the
outlines of these things in the following pages.

If the British people are to understand the colonial
point of view, and if they are faithfully to discharge their
trust with regard to the millions of coloured races under
their rule, it is essential that they should know something
of the economic history of the various parts of the Empire.
Practically all history in new countries is economic history,
and people never move very far from their history in one
generation.  Tradition 1is wvery strong, changes are
cumulative and usually slow. Forms of government may
alter, but people do not take rapid jumps in economic
matters. It is evolution, not revolution, that the economic
historian chronicles.

One fact emerged as I worked at the subject and that was
the enormous and growing importance of the British
Tropics. Leaving out India, they have in themselves
become almost a new Empire within the last forty vears,
and it was borne in upon me that the race that controls the
Fropics will control the most important economic resources
of the world in the coming century. Hence it is desirable
for'Enghs_,hmen to know something about the historv of
their tropical possessions. -

Accerdingly I have divided the two volumes into three
parts, the first of which deals with the Empire as a whole
;;1;1 Ctélct s_eco;c} with the Tropics and Sub-trnpics. These
AN ]1\;?111“?—13 1fr1 th(ia present volurne. The third part, in
R Ausic . l_ounN a szketch of the economic histories of
oo Rh’odesia alia, e_x‘v ealand, the Union of Sout.h Africa,
the fet VOlur;lgc:}n;p_mes thﬁ second volume, that is to say,
and rr;edi&val Worir’cisageﬁ the development of the primitive

s within the British Empire and the

second the economic history of the modern nations of
European origin.
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In surveying the economic development of the British

Tropics [ have dealt with their problems from a comparative
standpoint, partly because it has enabled me to bring out
the similarity of tropical questions in countries which vary
so widely and partly because I was thereby enabled to
stress some of the salient and economic features of those
tropical regions which [ have not been able to treat in detail.
During the past century India was, from the economic
point of view, the most important part of the Overseas
Empire, and she still occupies that position if one regards
the figures of her trade, population, and resources. T have,
therefore, dealt with her economic history at some length,
as sertous economic histories of India in the nineteenth
century are conspicuous by their absence.
" In my second volume, which is already partly written,
I have pursued the same plan, that is, I have preceded the
history of each particular Dominion with a comparative
study of the problems of them all in order to bring out their
similarities and divergencies, for it is an article of my
faith that all modern economic history should be treated on
comparative lines. No country can now live to itself.
I have reserved for the second volume the history of emigra-
tion and preferential commercial relations, as in the past
century they mainly affected the self-governing regions.
I have also deferred the bibliography to the end of the
second volume.

These books really owe their origin to the fact that the
University of London, with its usual initiative, broke new
ground when it made the Economic Development of the
British Empire into a compulsory subject for its Bachelor
of Commerce degree. It fell to my lot to lecture on the
Economic Development of the Empire at the London
School of Economics and I found my task almost hopeless
in the absecnce of books that could be given to my
students.

When asked by the University Commerce Bureau to draw
up a short list of books on the subject for the guidance of
the external student, I found that in the smallest list I could
produce there were references to parts of no less than
seventy books, reports, and articles; and this by
no means covered the ground. Most of them were out
of print.

As I became immersed in the economic history of the
Empire I remembered a saying of my great master,
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Dr. Cunningham, “ If you want a subject to live you must
write a textbook for it.” By this he meant that someone
must first map out the land and then the details would
get filled in by special studies and the book 1t.self would
Be contradicted and amplified and so the subject would
grow. Such a book covering the general ground 1 have
now tried to provide. I am hopeful that the intensive
study of particular parts of the Empire may sooner or later
be undertaken by my students and others. For example,
Mr. McPhee, one of my research students, is writing his
thesis for the Ph.D. on the Economic History of British
West Africa in the last half-century. But the field 1s
boundless, and I can promise those who enter it that they
will not have one dull hour. It is a tale of new worlds In
the making.

The chief difficulty of the work has lain in the scattered
and patchy nature of the material and the fact that the
economic history of most rcgions is absolutely unwritten.
Those who know so rarely condescend to write. IHence
I have quoted freely from articles and speeches which I con-
sidered would be inaccessible to those who could not consult
a large library. If the distinguished colonial official has
not died of the climate or the change to England, he is often
too sick of the Tropics to tell their story, involving as it does
an account of his own achievements. If only each retiring
governor would set down a perfectly unvarnished non-tactful
account of the country as he found it and left it, explaining
the problem as he saw it and his real opinion of the Colonial
Office, the merchants, and the British public, the task of the
mere professor would be both pleasant and profitable. The
Dominions scem at present too busy making economic
history to find time to write it.  If only some of the Colonial
universities would devote their energies to collecting
material for their economic history, they would preserve
much valuable material which will soon disappear. The
original pioneer with his endless story of hardshipis a boring
person to listen to, with his animadversions on the slack-
ness and sloth and deterioration of the present generation,
but he is an admirable historical document for anyone who
can separate with discrimination fact from fiction.

In a book which ranges from slavery to Factory Acts,
from cold storage_ to ticks and mosquitoes, from peasant
cultures to plantation products, from bush paths to railways,

there are bound to be many gaps. I shall be grateful to
anyone who fills them.
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After all, one of the most iniportant parts of the British
Empire is Great Britain itself. The economic changes in
the Overseas Empire cannot be properly understood unless
the corresponding development at the centre is grasped.
I have, therefore, tried to make these volumes fit into the
story as told in my * Industrial and Commercial Revolutions
in Great Britain in the Nineteenth Century .

It 1s a pleasant task to acknowledge something of what
I owe to my collecagues and others. In every case where
I have asked for help it has been given in full measure,
pressed down and running over. Those I have consulted
have gone out of their way, and have given themselves
endless trouble to elucidate any point on which I consulted
them. I regret for their sakes, even more than for my own,
that the book is not a better monument to their kindness.
In any case my errors are due entirely to myself, that there
are not more is due to my friends.

I must, however, especially acknowledge my indebtedness
to my Chief, Sir William Beveridge, Director of the London
School of Economics, who read over my manuscript in its
earliest stages and by his valuable criticism caused me to
alter my conception of the whole book.

Mrs. Ormsby, of the Department of Geography, who also
toiled through a large portion of the manuscript, has kept
me straight on many matters on which she is an expert.

Mrs. Anstey, of my own Department, has on many
occasions placed her special knowledge of the economic side
of Indian development at my disposal. _

Mr. Stephenson has been a mine of information on his
own important subject of railways, but, unlike most mines,
there has been no difficulty in working 1t.

Mr. Brown, of the Statistical Department, has kindly
drawn up the table on the population, extent, and trade
of various parts of the Empire to be found in the Appendix.
Thus there is ““ division of labour ”’ at the Tondon School
of Economics.

To Sir John Cumming, Mr. W. H. Moreland, Sir Charles
Lucas, Sir Frederick T.ugard, the late SirSydney Russell Wells,
Mrs. George, Professor Gutteridge, Professor Sargent, and
many others T owe my most grateful thanks for help on
special points. I am much indebted also to Miss Blackburn
for her careful and accurate typing from the roughest
drafts submitted to her., Without Mr. Headicar and the
Library Staff of the London School of Economics my task
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would have been far more difficult. In their unwearied
search after Colonial and Indian reports about which
I could only give vague directions, but which they never-
theless invariably produced, they brought many other
authorities to my notice of which T was ignorant. I have
also much appreciated their zeal in keeping me informed of
new publications on the subject.

L. C. A. KNOWLES.

IK1LLAGORDEN,
Truro, CORNWALL.
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