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PREFACE.

Ix writing this book I have endeavoured to
state the principal facts bearing on the econo-
mic sitnation, amd to draw some conclusions
from them.  The facts relating to the Decean
have bheen taken from the statistical infor-
mation publishied by the Bombay Government,
or have been observed by myself doring the
seventeen years in which I have served in the
Revenue and Agricultural Departments, duor-
ing which time 1 have had opportunities of
conversing with fandowners and cultivators in
every part-of the Decean. Those velating to
other countries are taken from offictal pubh-
cations, consular reports, or well-known works
on Agriculture and Political Kconomy. 1
have not thought it necessary in most cases to
guote my authorities, since this book does not
elaim to be an authoritative text-book.

About a quarter of the matter contained in
this book has already appeared in the form of
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vili PREFACE

articles in the ‘Agricultural Journal of
Tudia” The rest is now published for the first
time.

The opinions expressed are merely my own
personal opinions ; and it is not to be expected
that every one will agree with them. Tf the
statement of them creates some interest in the
problems involved, and serves as a fresh start-
ing point for further investigations by those
who have letter opportunities for detailed
local inquiry than I possess, it will have fully
answered its purpose.

I wish to express my indebtedness to M.
Jouzier's excellent text-book, ‘' Economie
Rurale,” to the many district officers who-
kindly answered yuestions that I asked them,
to Mr. D, B. Parasnis who supplied me with
sonme extracts from the Peshwas’ records, to
Mr. J. B. Sanjana who went through some old
reports for me, and above all to Mr. Yeshwant-
rao Nilkanth Anandkar who has placed at my
disposal his wide knowledge of economic con-
ditions in the Deccan, and has spared no pains
to assist me in every way.

G. KEATINGE.

PooKa, September, 1911,
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