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CHAPTER 1.

The Measures first adopted for educating the Natives.—
The Establishment of the Committce of Public In-
struction, — Their first Plan of Operations.— The
Difference of Opinion whick arose.—The Hesclution
of Government of the Tth March 1835. — The Mea-
sures adopted by the Committee in consequence, —
No Distinction of Coste allowed in the new Senti-
naries. — Cultivation of the vernaculor Languages.
— Education of the Wards of Government, ~ The
Medical College, — Mr., Adam’s Deputation.

Tae history of the first efforts made by us for the

education of our Indian fellow-subjects may be

told in a few words, The Mohammedan college

at Caleutta was established a.p. 1781, and the

Sanskrit college at Benares a.p. 1792, The
B
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course of study at these institutions was purejy
oriental, and the object of it was to provide a
regular supply of qualified Hindu and Moham-
medan law officers for the judicial administration.
The next step taken was at the renewal of the
Company’s charter in 1813, when 10,0004, or a lac
of rupees a yesar, was set apart “for the revival and
promation of literature, and the encouragement of
the learned natives of India, and for the intro-
duction and promotion of a knowledge of the
sclences among the inhabitants of the British ter-
ritoriee” The subject was however regarded at
that time in India with so much apathy, that no
measures were adopted to fuifil the intentions of
the British legisiature 1ill 1323, On the 17th of
July in that year the governor general in couneil
resolved, that ¢ there should be constituted a gene-
ral committee of public instruction for the purpose
of ascertaining the state of public education, and of
the public institutions designed for its promotion,
and of considering, and from time to time sub-
mitting to government, the suggestion of such
measures as it may appear expedient to adopt with
a view to the better instruction of the people, to
the introduction among them of useful knowledge,
and te the improvement of their moral character.”
Corresponding instructions were addressed to the
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gentlemen who were to compose the committee ®,
and the arrears of the annual lac of rupees were
accounted for to them from the 1st May 1821.
From this period the general committee of publie
instruction must be regarded as the sole organ of
the government in every thing that concerns that
important branch of its fimetions.

The first measures of the new committee were
to complete the organization of a Sanskrit cel-
lege, then lately established by the government at
Caleuita, in lieu of two similar institutions, the
formation of which had been previously contem-
plated at Nuddea and Tirhoot; to take under their
patronage and greatly to improve the Hindu
college at Calcutta, which had been founded as
far back as 1816, by the voluntary contributions
of the natives themselves, for the instruction of
their youth in English literature and science; to
found two entirely new colleges at Delhi and Agra
for the cultivation of oriental.literature; to com-
mence the printing of Sanskrit and Arabic books

* Yn the instruetions addressed o the committee, the object of
their appointment was stated to be the * considering and from time
to time submitting to government the suggestion of such measures
as it may appear expedient to adopt with a view to the better
instruction of the people, to the introduetion of useful knowledge,
including the sciences and arts of Europe, and to the improvement
of their moyal character.”

B 2
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on a great scale, hesides liberally encouraging
such undertakings by others; and to employ an
accomplished oriental scholar in translating En-
ropean scientific works into Arabic, upon which
undertzking large sums were subsequently ex-
pended. English classes were afterwards estab-
lished in coumection with the Mohammedanr and
Sanskrit college at Calentta, the Sanckrit college
at Benares, and the Agra ecllege; and a separate
Institution was founded at Delhi in 1829 for the
cultivation of western learning, in compliance with
the urgent solicitation of the autherities at that
place.

The principles which guided the proceedings of
the committee throughout this period are explained
in the following extract from their printed report,
dated in December 1831: —

“ The introduction of useful knowledge is the
great object which they have proposed as the end
of the measures adopted or recommended by them,
keeping in view the necessity of consulting the
feelings and conciliating the confidence of those
for whose advantage their measures are designed.

¢ The committee has therefore continued to en-
courage the acquirement of the native literature
ot both Mcohammedans and Hindus, in the insti-
tutions which they found established for these
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purposes, as the Madressa of Caleutta and Sanskrit
college of Benares. They have also endeavoured
to promote the activity of similar establishments,
of which local considerations dictated the forma-
tion, as the Sanskrit college of Caleutta and the
colleges of Agra and Delhi, as it is to such alone,
even in the present day, that the influential and
learned classes, those who are by birthright or
profession teachers and expounders of literature,
law, and religion, manlavis and pundits, willingly
TE50rtL.

#In the absence of their natural patrons, the
rich and powerful of their own creeds, the com-
mittee have felt it incumbent upon them to con-
tribute to the support of the learned classes of
India by literary endowments, which provide/not
only directly for a certain number, but indirectly
for many more, who derive from collegiate ae-
quirements consideration and subsistence amongst
their countrymen. As far also as Mchammedan
and Hindu law are concerned, an avenue is thus
opened for them to public employment, and the
state is provided with a supply of able servants
and valuable subjects ; for there is no doubt that,
imperfect as oriental learning may be in many
respects, yet the higher the degree of the attain-
ments even in it possessed by any native, the more

33
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intelligent and liberal he will prove, and the better
qualified to appreeiate the acts and designs of the
government.

# But whilst every reasonable encouragement
is given to indigenous native education, no oppor-
tunity has been omitted by the committee of im-
proving its quality and adding to its value. In
all the colleges the superintendence is European,
and this circumstance is of itself an evidence and
a cause of very important amelioration. In the
Madressa of Caleutta and Hindu college of
Benares, institutions of earlier days, European
superintendence was for many years strenuously
and suceessfully resisted. This opposition has
long ceased. The cousequences are a systematic
course of study, diligent and regular babits, and
an impartial appreciation of meriis, which no insti-
tution left to native superintendence alone has
ever been known to maintain,

# The plan of study adopted in the colleges is
in general an improvement upon the native mode,
and is intended to convey a well-founded know-
ledge of the languages studied, with a wider range
of acquirement than is common, and to effect this
in the least possible time. Agreecably to the native
mede of instruction, for instance, a Hindu or Mo-
hammedan lawyer devotes the best years of his
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life to the acquirement of law alone, and is very
imperfectly acquainted with the language which
treats of the subject of his studies. In the Ma-
dresse and Sanckrit college the st part of the
course is now calevlated to form a really good
Arabicand Sanskrit scholar; and a competent krow-
ledge of law is then acquired with comparative
facility and contemporaneously with other branches
of Hindun or Mohammedan learning,

i Again, the improvements effected have not
been limited to a reformation in the course and
scope of native study, but, whenever opportunity
has favoured, new and better instruction has been
grafied upon the original plan, Thus in the
Madressa, Euclid has been long studied and with
considerable advantage: European anatomy has
also been introduced. In the Sanskrit colloge of
Calcutta, European anatomy and medicine have
nearly supplanted the native systems. At Agra
and at Delhi the elements of geography and
astronomy and mathematics are also part of the
college cowrse. To the lVIadrgssa, the Sanskrit
college of Caleutta, and the Agra college, also,
English classes are attached, whilst at Delhi and
Benares distinet schools have been formed for the
dissemination of the Englich language. Without
offering therefore any violence to native prejudices,

B 4
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and whilst giving liberal encouragement to purely
native edueation, the principle of connecting it
with the intreduction of real knowledge has never
been lost sight of, and the foundation has been
laid of great and beneficial change in the minds
of those who by their character and profession
direct and influeree the intellect of Hindustan.

“ In addition to the measures adopted for the
diffusion of English in the provinces, and which
are yet only in their infancy, the encouragement
of the Vidyalaya, or Hindu college of Caleutta,
has always been one of the chief objects of the
committee’s attention, The consequence has sur-
passed expectation. A eommand of the English
language and a familiarity with its literature and
science have been acquired to an extent rarely
equalled by any schools in Europe. A taste for
English has been widely disseminated, and inde-
pendent schools, eonducted by young men reared
in the Vidyalaya, are springing up in every direc-
tion. The moral effect has been equally remark-
able, and an impatience of the restrictions of
Hinduism and a disregard of its ceremonies are
openly avowed by many young men of respectable
birth and talents, and entertained by many more
who outwardly conform to the practices of their
countrymen.  Another generation will probably
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witniess a very material alteration in the notions
and feelings of the educated classes of the Hindu
community of Caleutta.”

Meanwhile the progress of events was leading
to the necessity of adepting a more decided course.
The taste for English became more and more
< widely disseminated.” A loud call arose for the
means of instruction in it, and the subject was
pressed on the committee from various quarters.
English books enly were in any demand: up-
wards of thirty-one thousand English books were
sold by the school-book society in the course
of two years, while the education committee
did not dispose of Arabic and Sanskrit volumes
enough in three years to pay the expense of
keeping them for two months®, o say nothing
of the printing expenses. Among other signs ot
the times, a petition was presented to the com-
mittee by a number of young men who had been
brought up at the Sanskrit college, pathetically
representing that, notwithstanding the long and

* The committee’s hoole depository cost 38 rupees a month, or
about 765L 12s. a year, of which 300L a year was the salary of the
European superintendent, The sum realized by the sale of the
books during the three last years of the establishment was less than
1007 On the change of the committee’s operations the whole of
this expense was saved, some of the books being transferred to the

Asiatie Society; and the rest placed under the charge of the secre-
tary o the comimnittee.

B 5
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elaborate course of study which they had gone
through, they had littie prospect of bettering their
condition; that the iudiffercnce with which they
were generally regarded by theiv countrymen left
them no hope ol assistance fron them, and that they
therefore trusted that the government, which hacd
made them what they were, would not abandon
them to destitution and negleet. The English.
classes which had been taeked ou to s and other
oviental colleges had entively failed in their object.
The boys had not time to go through an Koglish,
in addition to an orieital eonrse, and he study
which was sccondary was naturally uegleeted.
The translations into Arabie, also, appeared to
have made as little impression upon the fow wha
knew that Janguage, as upon the mass of the peaple
who were entirely unacquainted with it

Under these circumstances a difference of opi-
nion arose in the committee. One section of it
was for following out the existing system,— for
continuing the Arabie translations®, the profuse

* After all that had been expendid vi this sbjeet, there -4l
rerpained 6,5000 assigned for the completion of Arnthie transintion.
of only six books; via $,2007. for five medical works, mud 33000
for the untranslated part of Ilutton's mathematios, & with some-
thing extra for diagrams.”  These ruinous expeaines almarbed sl
our disposable funds, and starved the oly useftd brasel of our

eperations, which was alse the only one for whick there ww auy
xeal demand.
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patronage of Arabic and Sanskrit works, alg faeh
printing operations; by ali which means fresh
masses would have been added to an already un-
saleable and useless hoard. An edition of Avicenna
was also projected, at an expense of 2,000%; and
as it was found that, after hiring students to attend
the Arabic college, and having translations made
for their use at an expense of thirty-two shillings 2
page, neither students nor teachers could under-
stand them, it was propesed to employ the trans-
lator as the interpreter of his own writings, at a
further expense of 300 rupees a month. The
other section of the committee wished to dispense
with this cumbrous and expensive machinery for
teaching English science through the medium of
the Arabic language; to give no bounties, in the
shape of stipends to students, for the encourage-
ment of any particular kind of learning; to pur-
chase or print only such Arabic and Sanskyit
books as might actually be required for the use of
the different colleges; and to.employ that portion
of their annual income which would by these
means be set free, in the establishment of new
seminaries for giving instruction in English and
the vernacular languages, at the places wheve such
institutions were most in demand.

This fundamental difference of opinion long

B 6
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obstructed the business of the committee. Almost
every thing which came before them was more or
less involved in it. The two parties were so
equally balanced as to be unable to make a for-
ward movement in any direction. A particular
point might occasionally be decided by an acci-
dental majority of one or two, but as the decision
was likely to be reversed the next time the sub-
ject came under consideration, this only added in-
consistency to inefficiency. This state of things
lasted for about three years, until both parties
became convineed that the usefulness and respec-
tability of their body would be utterly eompro-
mised by its longer continuance. The committee
had come to a dead stop, and the government
alone could set it in motion again, by giving a
preponderance to one or the other of the two
opposite sections. The members, therefore, took
the only course which remained open to them, and
laid before the government a statement of their
existing position, and of the grounds of the eon-
flicting opinions held by them.

The question was now fairly brought to issue,
and the government was forced to make its elec-
tion between two opposite prineiples. 8o much,
perhaps, never depended upon the determination
of any government, Happily there was then at
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the head of affairs one of the few who pursue the
welfare of the public independently of every per-
sonal consideration: happlly also he was sup-
ported by one who, afier having embellished the
literature of Europe, came to its aid when it was
trembling in the scale with the literature of Asia,
The decision which was come 1o is worthy of ever-
lasting record. Althongh homely in its words, it
will be mighty in its effects long after we are
mouldering in the dust. It was as follows:—

“ Resolution of Government, dated 7th March 1835.

% The governor general of India in council has
attentively considered the two letters from the se-
cretary to the committee, dated the 21st and 224
January last, and the papers referred to in them.

¢ 2d.—Ilis lordship in couneil iz of opinion that
the great object of the British government cught
to be the promotion of European literature and
science amongst the natives of India, and that all
the funds appropriated for the purposes of edu-
cation would be best employed on English eduea-
tior: alene.

% 3d.~—But it is not the intention of his lord-
ship in council to abolish any college or school of
native learning, while the native population shall
appear to be inclined to avail themselves of the
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advantages which it affords; and his lordship in
council directs that all the existing professors and
students at all the institutions under the superin-
tendence of the committee shall continue to re-
ceive their stipends. But his lordship in council
decidedly objects to the practice which has hitherto
prevailed, of supporting the students during the
period of their education. He conceives that the
only effect of such a system can be to give artifi-
cial encouragement to branches of learning which,
in the natural course of things, would be super-
seded by more useful studies; and he directs that
1o stipend shall be given to any student who may
hereafter enter at any of these institutions, and
that when any professor of oriental learning shall
vacate his situation, the committee shall report to
the government the number and state of the class,
in order that the government may be able to decide
upon the expediency of appointing a suceessor.

« 4th.—It has come to the knowledge of the
governor general in council that a large sum has
been expended by the committee in the printing
of oriental works. His lordship in council directs
that no portion of the funds shall hereafter be so
employed.

¢ 5th.—His lordship in council directs, that all
the funds which these reforms will leave at the



THE PEOTLE OF INDIA. 15

disposal of the committee be henceforth employed
in imparting to the native popuiation a knowledge
of English literature and science, through the
medium of the English language; and his jord-
ship in couneil requests the committee to submit
to government with all expedition a plan for the
accomplishment of this purpose.
“ (A true copy.)
“ (Signed) H. T. Praxsze,
* Becv to Government.”

This decision was followed by a series of cor-
responding measures. The former president of
the committee, seeing the turn affairs were taking,
had handsomely offered to resign in favor of any
one whose views were more in accordance with
the prevailing opinions, continuing however to
rencer very valugble assistance as a member of
the committee.* Mr. Macaulay had been appeinted
to the vacant post. Two of the members most
warmly attached to the oriental side of the ques-
tion now gave in their resignation, and several
new members were appointed, whose views coin-

¥ Intelligence has lately reached England of the death of
Mr. Henry Shakespear, the gentleman alluded to; and I fed a
melancholy pleasure in recording a circumstance so remarkably
illustrating the spirit of equity and of quiet unobtrusive public
feeling which breathed through all his actons. India did not
eontain a more amiable or excellent man.
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cided with those of the government. 'The natives
alse were now for the first time admitted to take
a share in the deliberations on the subject of
national instruetion. This was done by conferring
on the managers of the Hindu college the pri-
vilege of eleeting two of their number in rotation
as members of the committee, and a Mohammedan
gentleman was soon after appointed a member of it.
Six new seminaries were immediately established
with a portion of the fund which had been placed
at the disposal of the committee by the cessation of
the Arabic and Sanskrit printing and translating,
and six morewere established at the commencement
of the following year. Rules were devised for bring-
ing the proceedings in the provincial seminaries pe-
riodically under the review of the general commit-
tee, and for stimulating exertion by rewarding the
most deserving students, It was resolved to ammex
a good library to each seminary, and a large sup~
ply of books suited to all ages was ordered from
England. By permitting every body to make use
of the books on payment of a fixed subscription,
these libraries have become the means of dif-
fusing knowledge much beyond the immediate
circle of the government seminaries, and being
now objects of general interest, many valuable
contributions are from time to time made to
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them.® SBelentific apparatus of various kinds was
ordered from England. Professor Peacock, of Tri-
uity college, Cambridge, at the request of the
committee, selected and sent out the mathematical
class books required at the different institutions.
Arrangements were made with the school-book
society for the publication of a book of selections
from the English poets, from Chaucer downwards,
and the expediency of publishing a corvesponding
volume in prose is now under consideration.
When these operations commenced there were
fourieen seminaries under the control of the Com-
wittee: there are now forty. At the first-men-
tioned period there were abont 3,398 pupils, of
whom 1,818 were learning English, 218 Arabie,
and 473 SBanskrit. There are now upwards of
6,000. The number of Sanskrit and Arabic stu-
dents is smaller than before. A small number
study Persian, or learn the vernacular language
only; all the rest receive an English education.
The seminary which was last established com-
pletely exhausted the funds at the disposal of the

* As most young men take out a stock of books with them to
India, while few bring any back, the ecommon English standard
works have accumulated there to 2 great extent. The public
libraries which have been established by the committee in the prin-
cipal towns formn a nucleus round which these and many other
books collect.
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committee., It was for the district of Dinajpoor,
which is computed to contain 6,000 square miles,
above 12,000 towns and villages, and a population
exceeding 2,300,000; and it is a district remark-
able even in Bengal for the darkness of the igno-
rance which prevails in it. Though many of the
leading inhabitante concurred with the European
authorities in desiring that some effectual steps
should be taken to enlighten this part of the
country, the utmost the committee was able to
afford was seventy rupees a month.

As the general superintendence of the system
is vested in a % general committee,” residing at
Calcutta, so the management of each partieular
geminary Is intrusted to a local committee resi-
ding on the spot. The members of these com-
mittees are appointed by the government from all
classes of the community, native as well az Euro-
pean. Care is taken in the selection to secure
for the support of the system as much zeal, influ-
ence, and information as possible, and nobody
who has the cause at heart, and can really aid it,
need be without a share in the management. It
is the wish of the general committee to employ
the government fund only in the payment of the
salaries of teachers; by this means the perma-
nenee of the institutions will be secured, at the
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same time that full scope will be left for the exer-
cise of private munificence; and as the outlay of
the committee will be confined to fixed payments,
easily susceptible of contrel, no inconvenience will
De likely to ensue from the wide extension of the
system, The pupils themselves are expected to
pay for the ordinary school-books vsed by them,
and it is intended to demand a small fixed sum in
part of payment for their instruction. More regu-
lar attendance is thus secured ; nominal students,
who injure the discipline and retard the pro-
gress of the institutions, become rare; the sys-
tem is raised in general estimation, and additional
means are acquired for improving and extending
it. Boarding-houses are beginning to be estab-
lished in connection with some of the seminaries,
for the accommodation of pupils who reside at a
distance.

In all the new institutions the important prin.
ciple has been established of admitting boys of
every caste without distinetion. A different prac-
tice prevailed in the older institutions; the
Sanskrit colleges were appropriated to Brahmins;
the Arabic colleges, with a few exceptions, to
Mohammedans; and even at the Anglo-Indian
institation, which goes by the name of the Hindu
college, none but Hindus of good caste were ad-
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mitted. This practice was found to encourage the
prejudice which it was meant to conciliate. The
opposite practice has been attended with no incon-
venience of any kind; Christian, Mohammedan,
and Hindu boys, of every shade of colour and
variety of descent, may be seen standing side by
side in the same class, engaged in the common
pursuit of English literature, contending for the
same honours, and forced to acknowledge the
existence of superior merit in their comrades of
the lowest, as well as in those of the highest caste.
This is a great point gained. The artificial insti-
tution of caste cannot long survive the period when
the youth of India, instead of being trained to
observe it, shall be led by the daily habit of their
lives to disregard it. Al we have to do Is to
bring them together, 1o impress the same charac-
ter on them, and to leave the yielding and affec.
tionate mind of youth to its natural impulse.
Habits of friendly communication will thus be
established between all classes, they will insen-
sibly become one people, and the process of
enlightening our subjects will proceed simul-
taneously with that of uniting them among them-
selves,

In the long discussions which preceded the
change in the plan of the committee, there was
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one point on which all parties were agreed: this
was, that the vernacular languages contained
neither the literary nor scientific information
necessary for a liberal education. It was ad-
mitted on all sides that while the instruction of
the mass of the people through the medium of
their own language was the ultimate objeet to be
kept in view, vet, meanwhile, teachers had to be
trained, a literature had to be created, and the
co-operation of the upper and middle classes of
native society had to be secured. The question
which divided the committee was, What language
was the best instrument for the accomplishment of
these great objects? Half the members con-
tended that it was English, the other half that it
was Sanskrit and Arabic. As there was no dis-
pute about the vernacular langnage, no mention
was made of it in the resolotion of the 7th March
1833, which contained the decision of the govern-
ment. This omission led many, whe were not
acquainted with the course the discussion had
taken, to fear that the point had been altogether
overloocked ; and in order to obviate this misap-
prehension the committee made the following
remarks, in the first annuval report submitted by
them to the government after the promulgation
of the resclution referred to : —
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“ We are deeply sensible of the importance of
encouraging the cultivation of the vernacular lan-
guages. We do not conceive that the order of the
7th of March precludes us from doing this, and
we have constantly acted on this construction. In
the discussions which preceded that order; the
claims of the vernacular languages were broadly
and prominently admitted by all parties, and the
question submitted for the decision of government,
only concerned the relative advantage of teaching
English on the one side, and the learned eastern
langnages on the other. We therefore conceive
that the phrases ¢ European literature and sci-
ence,’ ¢ English education alore,” and ¢imparting
to the native population a knowledge of Lnglish
literature and science through the medium of the
English langnage,” are intended merely to secure
the preference to European learning tanght
through the medium of the English language,
over oriental learning taught through the medium
of the Sanskrit and Arabic languages, as regards
the instruction of these natives who receive a
learned eduention at our seminaries. These ex-
pressions have, as we understand them, no reference
to the question through what alterior medium
such instruction as the mass of the people is
capable of receiving, is to be conveyed. If Eng-
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lish had been rejected, and the learned eastern
tongues adopted, the people must equaily have
received their knowledge through the vernacular
dialects, It was therefore quite nnnecessary for
the government, in deciding the question between
the rival languages, to take any notice of the ver-
nacnlar tongues, and consequently we have thought
that nothing could reasonably be inferred from its
omission to take such notice.

% We conceive the formation of a vernacular
literatare to be the ultimate object to which all
our efforts must be divected. At present, the ex-
tensive cultivation of some foreign language, which
is always very improving to the mind, is rendered
indispensable by the almost total absence of a
vernacular literature, and the consequent impossi-
bility of obtaining a tolerable education from that
source only. The study of English, to which many
eircumstances induce the natives to give the pre-
ference, and with it the knowledge of the learning
of the west, is therefore daily spreading. This, as
it appears to us, is the first stage in the process
by which India is to be enlightened. The natives
must learn before they can teach, The best edu-
cated among them must be placed in possession of
our knowledge, before they can transfer it into
their own language. We trust that the number
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of such transiations will now multiply every year.
As the superiority of European learning becormes
more generally appreciated, the demand for them
will no doubt increase, and we shall be able to
encourage any good books which may be brought
out in the native langusges by adopting them
extensively in our seminaries. '

« A teacher of the vernacular language of the
provinee is already attached to several of our in-
stitutions, and we laok to this plan scon becoming
general. We have also endeavoured to secure the
means of judging for ourselves of the degree of
attention which is paid to this important branch
of instruction, by requiring that the best transla-
tions from English into the vernacular Janguage,
and vice versd, shonld be sent to us after each
annual examination, and if they seem .to deserve
it, a peconiary prize is awarded by us to the
authors of them.”

These views were entirely approved by the
government, and have since been steadily acted
upon by the commitice. One or more teachers
of the vernacular language of the district form a
regular part of the establishment of each English
school, (at the Hoogly college there are as many
as ten,) and pains are taken to give the pupils the
habit of writing it with facility and propriety.
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The instructions to the local committees on this
head are, « that the pupils should be constantly
exercised in translating into their own language,
as well as into English, from the time they enter
the seminaries till their departure; and that
they should also practise original composition in
both languages as soon as their minds have
been sufficiently opened to attempt it with ad-
vantage.”

The revenue authorities tock advantage of the
establichment of the new provincial seminaries to
carry into effect a plan, which had beenpreviously
attemnpted without suceess, for securing a propex
education for the numerous wards of the govern-
ment. Ruoles were laid down for this purpose.
The wards are either to be brought up at the
nearest seminary, or to be provided with tutors
and books for their instruction at their own homes.
Their attention is to be particularly directed to
those branches of knowledge which have an oh-
vious bearing on the good management and im-
provement of their estates; and their progress in
their studies is to be periodically tested and re-
ported on. There is, perhaps, no part of the
world where so much wealth and influence is pos-
sessed by persons so little able to make a good use

c
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of it as in the interior of Bengal* The substi-
tution of a single humane and enlightened Jand-
Yord would be a blessing to a whole neighbourhood.
The elevation of the character of the whole class
would be a national benefit of the first magnitude.
A great deal has been said about the advantage of
having English landholders, but till lately nothing
has been done to render the native landhoiders,
who must always be the majority, more fit for the
performance of their duties. In Bengal, owing
to the indolent and intemperate habits, and conse-
quent early deaths of many of the great zemindars,
minorities are frequent, and a large proportion of
the landed property of the country falls under
the management of the government in the course
of a few years, In the western provinces, where
landed property exists in a more wholesome form,
a new settlement for thirty years has given peace
of mind, leisure, and comparative opulence to the
agricultural classes, If these circumstances are

¥ As by the permanent settlement we have put the agricalturat
classes into the hands of the Bengal zemindars, we are bound, as
far as we are able, to qualify the latter to exercise their power
aright. The new men who have purchased their estates under
our system are, as a class, friendly to improvement; but when
they take up their abode in parts of the eountry where there are

no means of obtaining a tolerable education, they become after
a generation or ¢wo as ignorant and bigoted as the rest.
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properly taken advantage of, we shall ere long be
able to make 2 salutary impression on this most
important part of the community,

While the general question of native edueation
was debated in the committee, a distinet but
deeply interesting branch of the subject under-
went a similat examination elsewhere. The in-
struetion of the natives in the medical art had
hitherto been provided for as follows. The sys-
tems of Galen and Hippocrates, and of the
Shasters, with the addition of a few scraps of
European medical science, was taught in classes
which had been attached for that purpese to the
Arabic and Sanskrit colleges at Calentta, There
was also a separate institution at Caleutta, the
object of which was to train up *¢ native doctors,”
or assistants o the European medical officers.
There was only one teacher attached to this in-
stitution, and he delivered his lectures in Hin-

dusthanee. The only medical books open to the
p:i:o_lﬂlms_ were a few short tracts which had been
translated for their use into that language; the
only dissection practised was that of the inferior
animals, It is obvious that the knowledge com-
munieated by such imperfect means could neither
be complete nor practical.
Much public benefit had been derived in the
c2
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judicial and revenue administration from the
substitution of cheap mative, for dear European
agency, Lord Willlam Bentinck now proposed to
extend this plan to the medical department, and
to raise up 2 class of native medical practitioners,
edueated on sound Eurcpean principles, to super-
sede the native quacks who, unacquainted with
anatomy or the simplest principies of chemical
action, prey on the people, and hesitate not to use
the most dangerous drugs and poisons. Physi~
cians and surgeons, however, were not to be had
ready-made, like judges and collectors. A profes-
sional education was necessary, and it was doubtful
whether the natives would submit to the condi-
tions which this education implied. A committee
was therefore appointed to inguire into and report
on the subjeet.

After a careful investigation, the committee
came to the conclusion that jt was perfectly
feasible to educate native medical men on broad
European principles, some of whom might be
gradually substituted for the foreign practitioners
at the civiland military stations, and others might
be sent out among the mass of their countrymen,
to give them the inestimable blessing of enlight-
ened medical attendance. With regard to prac-
tical human anatomy, they stated it as their opinion
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that “ times are much changed, and the diffi-
culties that stood in the way appear mo longer
insurmountable;” and theyconsidered a knowledge
of the English language to be a necessary previous
qualification in the pupils, *because that language
combines within itself the circle of all the sciences,
and incalculable wealth of printed works and
illustrations; circumstances that give it obvious
advaniages over the oriental languages, in which
are only to be found the crudest elements of
science, or the most irrational substitutes for it.”

This point, however, was not attained without
encountering a sharp opposition. The superin-
tendent of the medical institution, a learned and
enthusiastic orientalist, set in array the arguments
of his party, and confidently predicted the failure
of every attempt to remodel the institution on the
principles advocated by the medical committee.
The Rev. Mr, (now Doctor) Duff, to whom the
cause of sound learning and true religion in the
East is deeply indebted, took up the opposite side.
The battle which had been so well contested in
the education committee was fought over again
in this new field; but I must refer to the extraot
from the medical committee’s report in the ap-
pendix for the substance of what was sajd on both
sides.

c 3



30 ON THE EDUCATION OF

In accordance with the recommendation of this
committee, the old medical institution and the
Argbic and Sanskrit medical classes were abo-
lished, and an entirely new college was founded, in
which the various branches of medical science culti-
vated in Europe are taught on the most approved
Luropean system. The establishment of professors,
the library, the museum, are on the most liberal
scale. A hospital is about to be opened on the
premises belonging to the coliege, for the purpose
of giving the students the advantage of clinical
instruction. Distinguished pupils are drafted from
the different provincial seminaries to the medical
college, and it is intended to establish dispen-
saries, including the necessary provision for vacei-
nation and for the treatment of surgical cases, at
the prineipal towns in the interior, which will be
placed under the charge of young men who have
been educated at the college. European medical
science will thus strike root at once in many dif-
ferent parts of Gangetic India, and the knowledge
acquired at the new institution will be employed
from the earliest possible period in alleviating the
sufferings of the people. Of all the late measures
for the promotion of education in Indja, this alone
was adopted in anticipation of the effectual de-
mand; and the stipends, which bad always been
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allowed to medical students, must therefore be
continued until the advantages to be derived from
the college by persons wishing to qualify them-
selves for the medical profession become more
generally evident. The professicnal training at
that institution is carried so much beyond the
period usually allotted to edueation in India, that,
without this assistance, the poverty or indifference
of the parents would often cause the studies of
the young men, particularly when they come from
a distance, to be brought to a premature close.
This noble institution is succeeding to the full
extent of the most sanguine expectations which
had been formed of it. The pupils are animated
by the most lively professional zeal, and they
evinee a degree of quickness and intelligence in
the prosecution of their studies which has perhaps
never heen surpassed. My, James Prinsep, whe
tested the proficiency of the chemical class at the
last examination, reported officially as follows:—
¢ In the first place, I may remark generally, that
all the essays are extremely creditable. Indeed,
the extent and accuracy of the information on
the single subject selected to test the abilities
of the pupils has far surpassed my expectations;
and I do not think that in Europe any class of
chemical pupils would be found capable of passing

c4
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a better examination for the time they have at-
tended lectures, nor, indeed, that an equal number
of boys would be found so nearly on a par in their
gequirements. The differences are those rather
of different age, different natural ability, or reten-
tion of memory. The faults of explanation are
trifling, Grammatical errors are more numerous,
but allowance must be made for them in boys
writing in a foreign tongue, in the rudiments of
which they have been unequally instructed.

% Many of the papers show that, besides at-
tending to the words of the lecturer, the writers
have studied his manual,—indeed zomeseem almost,
to vse his very words; but I by no means regard
this as a fault; on the contrary, it proves attention
and interest in the subject of their studies. One
or two go farther, and quote other authorities, to
which they must have had recourse in their
reading up; and as it could not be known what
subjeet would be placed before them, this betokens
a considerable acquaintance with chemical anthors.
One pupll, indeed, details the whole sexies of toxi-
cological tests for discovering arsenical poisons;
and I should be inclined to award the highest
place to him, were there not some inacenracies in
his too brief notice of the general properties of
the metal” Mr. James Prinsep is secretary to
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the Asiatic Seciety, and is well known for his
scientific attainments. His testimony is the more
gratifying, because he is attached to the oriental
class of opinions, and was one of the two members
who seceded from the committee when it was
resolved to take a decided counrse in favour of
English.

The peculiar glory of the medical college, how-
ever, consists in the victory which it has obtained
over the most intractable of the national pre-
jadices, which often survives a change of religion,
and was supposed to be interwoven, if any thing
could be, with the texture itself of the Hindn
mind., DBrahmins and other high-caste Hindus
may be seen in the dissecting-room of the college
handling the knife, and demonstrating from the
human subject, with even more than the indiffer-
ence of Furopean professional men. Operations
at the sight of which English students not unfre-
quently faint, are regarded with the most eager
interest, and without any symptom of loatking, by
the sel{-possessed Hindu. Sabjects for dissection
are eagily and wunobjectionably obtained in a
country in which human life is more than usually
precarious, and where the respect felt for the
dead s much less than in Furope. An injection
of arsenic into the veins prevents that rapid de-

c 3
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composition which the heat of the climate would
otherwise engender. There is now nothing to
prevent the people of India from attaining to the
highest eminence in the medical art; and we shall
soon be able to make the college entirely national,
by replacing the foreign by indigenous professors,
The importance of this remarkable step in the
progress of native improvement is so generally
acknowledged, that even the Hindus of the old
school have given in their adherence to the medi-
cal college; and the Shasters, with the elasticity
peculiar to them, have been made to declare that
the dissection of human hodies for medical pur-
poses is not prohibited by them. The establish-
ment of the medical college las received the
approbation of the Court of Directors; they have
indeed reason to be proud of it as one of the chief
ornaments of their administration.

Besides settling the principle of national educa-
tion, Lord William Bentinck prepared the means
of ultimately extending it to the mass of the
people.  He justly considered that, to place this
great work on a solid foundation, it was necessary
to ascertain the exact nature and extent of the
popular wants, the difficnlties and the facilities of
the task, and the local peculiarities which might
require a partial chaege of plan. Qur know-
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ledge of the existing state of feeling and of men-
tal cultivation in the principal towns was suffi-
ciently accurate to enable us to proceed with eon-
fidence, as far as they were concerned; but more
minute information was necessary before we could
venture to extend our operations from town to
country, from the few with whom the European
soclety are in direct communication to the body
of the people. My, Willlam Adam, a gentleman
distinguished for his aceurate and methodical
habits of mind, and for his intimate acquaintance
with the natives and their languages, was there-
fore appointed to make a searching inquiry into
the existing state of native education in the in-
terior. Mr. Adam has ever since beer employed
on his educational survey, and has visited many
different districts, average specimens of which he
has subjected to a strict analysis.

Meanwhile all the materials of a national sys-
tem of edueation are fast accumulating; teachers
are trained; books are multiplied; the interest
felt in the subject is strengthening and spreading ;
and the upper class of natives in the towns are
being prepared to aid by their influence and ex-
ample in the enlightening of the lower classes
in the country.

c6



CHAP, IL

The Study of Foreign Languages und Literature o
powerful Instrument of National Improvement, —
The Tnstruction of the upper and middle Classes the
Jorst Object,

THE past history of the world authorizes us to
believe that the movement which is taking place
in India, if properly directed and supported by
the Government, will end in bringing about a
decided ehange for the better in the character of
the people. 'The instances in which nations have
worked their way to a high degree of civilization
from domestic resources only are extremely rare,.
compared with those in which the impulse has
been communicated from without, and has been
supported by the extensive study and imitation of
the literature of foreign countries. The cases in
which the most lasting impressions have been
made upon national character, in which the supe-
rior civilization of one country has taken deepest
root and fructified most abundantly in other
countries, have a strong general resemblance to
the case before us. In those cases the foreign sys-
tems of learning were first studied in the original
tongue by the upper and middle classes, who alone



THE PEOPLE OF INDIA. 87

possessed the necessary leisure. From this fol-
lowed a diffusion of the knowledge contained in
the foreign literature, a general inclination of the
national taste towards it, and an assimilation of
the vernacular language, by the introduction into
it of numercus sclentific and other terms. Last
of all, the vernacular tongue began to be culti-
vated in its improved state; translations and imi-
tations sprang up in abundance, and creative
genius occasionally eaught the impulse, and struck
out & masterpiece of its own.

Every scholar knows to what a great extent the
Romans cultivated Greclan literature, and adopted
Grecian models of taste, It was only after the
national mind had become deeply impregaated
from this source, that they began to have a liters-
ture of thelr own. The writers of the Augustan
age were bred in the school, were animated by the
spirit, were nourished with the food of conquered
Greece. Virgil was a mere imitator, however
noble: the Roman dramas are feeble transla-
tions from the Greek: the entire Roman lite-
reture 35 only an echo of the (Greek literature.
The Romans made no scruple in acknowledging

the obligations they were under to the cultivation
of Grecian learning. Their enthusiasm was di-

rected to the object of enriching their native
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language with all that, in that age of the world,
coutd be imported from abroad.

It is a curious fact that an intellectual revo-
lution similar to that which is now in progress in
India, actually took place among the Romans.
At an early period, the Etruscan was, as Livy tells
ns, the language which the young Romans studied.
No patriclan was considered as liberally educated
who had not learned in the sacred books of the
augurs of Clusium and Volaterrse, how to quarter
the heavens, what was meant by the appearance
of a vulture on the left hand, and what rites were
to be performed on a spot which had been smitten
by thunder. This sort of knewledge — very ana-
lagous to the knowledge which is contained in the
Sanskrit books, — was considered as the most,
valuable learning, until an increased acquaintance
with the Greek language produced .z complete
change. Profound speculations on morals, legis-.
lation, and government; lively pictures of human
life and manners; pure and energetic models of
political eloquence, drove out the jargon of a
doting superstition. 1f we knew more minutely
the history of that change, we should probably
find that it was vehemently resisted by very dis-
tingnished Etruscan scholars, and that all sorts of
fearful consequences were represented as inevit-
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able, if the old learning about the flight of birds
and the entrails of beasts should be abandoned
for Homer, and if the mysteries of the bidental
should be neglected for Thueydides and Plato.
The Roman language and literature, thus en-
riched and improved, was destined to still prouder
trinmphs, The inhabitants of the greatest part
of Europe and of the North of Africa, educated
in every respect like the Romans, became in every
respect equal to them, The impression which
was then made will never he elffaced. It sank so
deep into the language and habits of the people,
that Latin to this day forms the basis of the
tongues of Franee and southern Europe, and the
Roman law the basis of their jurisprudence. The
barbarous hordes which triumphed over the arms,
yielded to the arts of Rome. Roman literature
survived the causes which led to its diffusion, and
even spread beyond the ancient limits of the em-
pire: The Poles and Hungarians were led neither
by any pressure from without, nor by any artificial
encouragement from within, to make Latin their
languege of education, of literature, of business,
and, to a very remarkable extent, of ordinary col-
loquial intercourse. They did so, we may presume,
because their own language contained nothing
worth knowing, while Latin included within itzelf



40 ON THE EDUCATION OF

almost all the knowledge which at that time ex-
isted in the world.

After this eame the great revival of learning,
at the close of the fifteenth and the beginning
of the sixteenth centuries. At that period, the
historian Robertson observes, *all the modern
languages were in a state extremely barbar-
ous, devoid of elegance, of vigour, and even
of perspicuity. No author thought of wriling
in language so ill adapted to express and em-
bellish his sentiments, or of erecting a work for
immortality with such rude and perishable mate-
rials. As the spirit which prevailed at that time
did not owe its rise to any original elfort of the
human mind, bot was excited chiefly by admira-
tion of the ancients, which began then w be
studied with attention in every part of Europe,
their compositions were deemed not only the
standards of taste and of sentiment, but of style;
and even the languages in which they wrote were
thought to be peculiar, and almost consecrated to
learning and the muses.  Not only the manner of
the anclents was imitated, but their language was
adopted; and, extravagant as the attempt may
appear, to write in a dead tongue, in which men
were not accustomed to think, and which they
could not speak, or even pronounce, the success
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of it was astonishing. As they formed their style
upor the purest models ; as they were uninfected
with those barbarisms, which the inaccuracy of
familiar conversation, the affectation of courts,
intercourse with strangers, and a thousand other
causes, introduce into lving languages, many
moderns have attained to a degree of elegance in
their Latin compositions which the Romans them-
selves scarce possessed beyond the limits of the
Augustan age.”

Had the mental stimulus produced by the re-
vival of letters been confined to scholars, the pro-
gress of improvement would have stopped at this
point; but all who had time to read, whether they
knew Latin or not, felt the influence of the move-
ment, and this great class was receiving continual
additions from the rapid increase of wealth.
Hence arose a demand which the classical lan-
guages could not satisfy, and from this demand
sprang the vernacular literature of Europe, We
are indebted to foreign nations and distant ages
both for the impulse which struck it out, and for
the writings which warmed the fancy and formed
the taste of its founders. Abounding, as we are,
in intellectual wealth, could we venture even now
to tell our youth that they have no longer occa-
sion to seek for nourishment from the stores of
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the Latin, Greek, French, German, Spanish, and
Tialian literatures? The French fell into a mis-
take of this kind, and they have suffered for it.
Proud of the honour, and sensible of the political
advantage of baving their own language generally
understood, they were not sufficiently alive to the
new resources they might have derived from the
study of foreign languages.® Their literature,
therefore, wants that copiousness and variety
which is characteristic of the English and Ger-
man. Now they gee their error, and, instead of
confining themselves to their own stores, and
copying and re-copying their own medels, they
have begun to look abroad and study the master-
pieces of other nations. German literature s a
remarkable instance of the suceess with which
industry and genius may nationalize foreign ma-
teriale. It has arisen, almost within the memory
of persons now living, on the basis of the astonish-
ing erudition collected by the German writers
from every living and dead language worth Jaying
under contribution.

Had our ancestors acted as the committee of pub-

* Tt has been justly observed, that for the French to pride
themselves upon all foreign nations studying their language, while
they study the language of no foreign nation, is like a blind man
boasting that every body can see him, while he can see nobody.
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lic instruction acted up to March 1835%; “had they
neglected the language of Thucydides and Plato,
and the language of Cicero and Tacitus ; had they
confined their attention to the old dialects of our
own island; bad they printed nothing and taught
nothing at the universities but chronicles in Anglo-
Saxen, and romances in Norman French, would
England ever have been what she now is? What
the Greek and Latin were to the contemporaries
of More and Ascham, our tongue is to the people
of India. The literature of England is now more
valuable than that of classical antiquity, I doubt
whether the Sanskrit literature be as valuable as
that of our Saxon and Norman progenitors; in
some departments, in history, for example, I am
certain that it is much less so.

Another instance may be said to be still before
our eyes, Within the last hundred and twenty
years a nation, which had previously been in a
state as barbarous as that in which our ancestors
were before the crusades, has gradually emerged
from the ignorante in which it was sunk, and has
taken its place among civilized communities, I
speak of Russia. There is now in that country a

* This is taken from one of the papers recorded during the
diseussions which preceded the resolution of the 7th March 1535,
I shall hereafter make several similar extracts,
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large educated class, abounding with persons it
to serve the state in the hizhest funetions, and in
nowise inforior to the most accompiished men
who adorn the best civeles of Paris awd London.
There Is reason to hope that this vast cupire
which i the time of our grawlfivthers wis pro-
bably behind the Punjub, may in the time of
of our grandehildren be pressing  close on
France and Iritain in the carver of fmprove-
ment.  And how was this change effeeted 7 Nat
by flattering mational prejudices; not by teeding
the mind of the young Muscovite with the old
women’s storics which his rude fathers had be-
lieved ; not by filling Lix head with lying fegends
about St Nicholas; not by cucouraging him to
study the great question, whether the world was
or was not created on the 13th of September ; not
by caling him ¢ a learned native” when Lo had
masiered all these points of knowledge ; but by
teaching him those forelgn languages in which the
greatest mass of {uformation had been laid up,
and thus putting all that information within kis
reach. The languages of western Burope civilized
Russia. T cannot doubt that they will do for the
Hindoo what they have done for the Tartay”
The literary cpoch of the Arabians dites from
the time at which they commenced the study of the



THE PEOPLE OF INDIA. 45

Grecian writers. That the impulse was not stronger
or more permanent, is owing, perhaps, to the
partial use which they made of this great instru-
ment of national improvement. If, instead of con-
tenting themselves with meagre translations of
some of the Greek philosophers, they had studied
Plato and Xenophon, Homer and Thucydides, in
the original, a flame of generous liberty might have
been kindled, and a new direction might have heen
given at that period to the views and feelings of
the people of the East, the possible effects of which
up to the present day it is impossible to caleulate,
* The Arabs parsued a very different course in

* Gibbon observes on this point:—¢ The Moslems deprived
themselves of the principal benefits of a familiar intereourse with
Greege and Rome, the knowledge of antiquity, the purity of taste,
and the freedom of thought. Confident in the riches of their
native tongue, the Arabians disdained the study of any foreign
idiom. The philosophers of Athens and Rome enjoyed the bless-
ings and asserted the rights of civil and religious freedom.  Their
moral and political writings might have gradually unlocked the
fetters of eastern despotism, diffused a liberal spirit of inquiry and
toleration, and eucouraged the Arabian sages to suspeet that their
caliph was a tyrant, and their prophet an impostor,  To the thirst
of martyrdom, the vision of paradise, and the belief of predestina.
tion, we must aseribe the invincible enthusiasm of the prinee and
people; and the sword of the Saracens beeame less formidable
when their youth was drawn away from the camp to the colloge,
when the armies of the faithful presumed to read and veflect. Yot
the foolish vanity of the Greeks was jealous of their studies, and
reluctantly imparted the sacred fire to the barbarians of the East.”
These Moslems were only the neighbours of the lower empirs,
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their intetcourse with the various nations included
within their domimions. They extolled the beauty
of their own language, and gave the utmost en-
conragement to the cultivation of it.  The effect
was not universally beneficial, because many of
the subject races were already in a more advanced
stage of civilization than the Arabs themselves;
but it was such as exemplified, in a very remark-
able way, the extent to which the study of a new
language and literature may remould national
character. Arabic literature became the literature
of all the conquered nations; their dialects were
saturated with Arable words; their habits of
thought, their mauners, their whole character,
became conformed to the same standard. Reli-
gion has, no doubt, a great deal to do with the
striking uniformity which prevails throughout the
Moharmmedan world; but language and literature
have a great deal more to do with it. There are
many tribes on the outskirts of Mohammedanism
which have conformed to the religion, without
adopting the learning of Islam, and they are often

and it was perhaps not in the power of the Greeks to make more
than a faint impression upon them. The Moslems with whom we
have to do are our own subjects ; and if we negleet to mitigate the
hostile epirit of the sect, by encouraging the disposition they evince
to cultivate our literature and science, postexity will have 3 heavier
charge to bring against us than that of « foolish vanity.”
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not to be distinguished from the people of the
same tribe who have adhered to the religion of
their fathers, with whom they have language and
every thing else in common.

These are the facts upon which the plan of the
education committee is hased. Their object is to
fill the minds of the liberally educated portion of
the people with the knowledge of Europe, in
order that they may interpret it in their own
langrage to the rest of their countrymen. For
this purpose, while, on the one hand, the pupils
are encouraged to acquire the various kinds of
information which English literatore contains,
and to form their taste after the best English
models; on the other, every endeavour is used to
give them the habit of writing with facility and
elegance in their native language.

The committee’s fivst desire is to establish a
seminary based on these principles at each Zillah
station. The large towns always take the lead in
the march of improvement: the class of people
whose eircumstances give them leisure to study to
good purpose, and influence to make their example
followed, are congregated there in greater num-
bers than elsewhere. Lven the proprietors resi-
ding on their estates in the district keep up a
close connection with their provincial capitals,
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where they have generally town houses and resi-
dent agents. The subordinate officers of govern-
rent are seleeted and sent from thenee to exer-
cise their functions in the surreunding country.
The Evropean functionaries are present there to
exercise a general superintendence over the semi-
naries, and to assist the teachers with their cotn-
tenance and experience. By purifying the cireu-
lation through these vital organs, the whole system
will be re-invigorated; the rich, the learned, the
men of business, will first be gained; a new class
of teachers will be trained; books in the verna~
cular language will be multiplied; and with these
accumulated means we shall in due time proceed
to extend our operations from town to country,
from the few to the many, until every hamlet
shall be provided with its elementary school.
The poor man is not less the object of the com-
mittee’s solicitude than the rich; but, while the
means at their disposal were extremely limited,
there were millions of all classes to be educated.
It was absolutely necessary to make a selection,
and they therefore selected the upper and middle
classes as the first object of their attention,
because, by educating them first, they would
soonest be able to extend the same advantages to
the rest of the people. They will be our school-
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masters, translators, authors; none of which fune-
tions the poor man, with his scanty stock of know-
ledge, is able to perform. They are the leaders
of the people. By adopting them first ints our
system we shall be able to proceed & few years
hence, with an abundant supply of proper books
and instructors, and with all the wealth and influ-
ence of the country on our side, to establish a
general system of edueation which shall afford to
every perzon of every rank the means of acquir-
ing that degree of knowledge which his lelsure
will permit.



CHAP. IIL

The violent Opposition made by Orienial Scholars to
the Resolution of the Tth March 1835, — The whole
Question rests upon Two Points; first, Whather
English or Arabic and Sunskrit Literature is best
ealeulated for the Tmprovement of the People of India ;
and secondly, Whether, supposing English Literature
to be best adapted for that Purpose, the Nutives are
willing to cultivate it. — These Points considered.

TaE resolution of the 7th of March 1835 was passed
in the face of the most keen and determined
opposition on the part of several distingnished
persons whose influence had not been usually
exerted in vain; and their representations were
seconded by a petition got up by the numerous
class of persons whose subsistence was dependent
on the oriental colleges, and on the printing and
other operations of the committee connected with
them, The Asiatic Society also took up the cause
with great vehemence, and memorialised the local
government, while the Court of Directors and the
Board of Control were pressed by strong remon-
strances from the Royal Asiatic Society. The spiric
of orientalism was stirred up to its inmost depths,
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and the cry of indignation of the Calcutta literati
was re-echoed with more than its original bitter-
ness from the colleges of France and Germany.

In order to understand these phenomena, it will
be necessary to go back a few years in the history
of India, When Lord Wellesley cstablished the
college of Fort Willlam, he provided munifi-
ecently for the encouragement of oriental learning.
For along time after, that learning wns nearly the
sole test of merit among the junior members of
the civil service, and such military and medical
officers as aspired to civil cmployment, A su-
perior knowledge of Sanskrit and Arabic was sure
to be rewarded by a good place. The reputations of
many members of the government and of nearly
all the seeretaries had been founded on this basis.
The literary civele of Calentta was almost vxelu-
sively composed of orientalists. The education
committee was formed when this state of things
was at its height, and hence the decidedly oriental
cast of its first proceedings.

By degrees the rage for oricutalismi subsided
among the Europeans, while the taste fur Laropean
literature rose to a great height among the natives,
A modification of the comwittee’s proceedings
snited to this altered state of things was called for:
but the persons who had been trained wnder the
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old system still occupied the strongholds of the
administration, and motives were not wanting to
dispose them to an obstinate defence. The habits
of along life were now for the first time broken
in upon. They felt as if the world were given to
understand that they had spent their strength for
nought, and that their learning was altogether
vanity.* The axe seemed to them to be laid at
the root of their reputations. This was more than
buman nature could bear. Men who had been
remarkable for self-restraint completely lost their
temper, and those who had been accustomed to
aive free expression to their feelings showed un-
usuval warmth on this occasion. It was a striking
exhibition of character, It is true that the well-
earned honours of mature life had rendered seve-
ral of these distinguished persons independent

* Jaequemont makes the following remarks on this subjeet in
ene of his letters to his father, vol. I p.222.5: — « Le Sanskrit
re ménera 4 rien qulaw Savskrit.  Le méchanisme de co langage
st admivablement compligué, ot néamoins, dit on, admirable.
Tais c’est comme une de ces machines qui ne sertent pas de eou-
servatoires et des muséums, plus ingenieuses quintiles.  Elle wa
servi qu'd fabriquer de la théclogle, de la métaphysique, de This-
toive mélée do théologie, el autres billevésées du méme genre:
palimathias triple pour les faiscurs ct pour les consommatas,
pour les consommatours éirangers surtout, galimathias 3, &e. &c.
Lo mode du Senskrit et de Porfentalisme littdraire en géndral durera
cependant, parce que cewr gqui avront passé ou perdu guinze ou
vingt ans & gpprendre PArabe vu lo Seashrit wlowront Iu eandewr
'avouer qu'lls posstdeni une science inutile.”
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of their early reputation for eastern learning.
But this availed nothing. The blow had gone
straight to the sources of their bhabitual feel-
ings, and the effect which followed was highly
remarkable,

The motive which led the oriental literary so-
cieties to take up the cause of that section of the
committee which supported the interests of oriental
literature is still more obvious. The object of the
Asiatle socleties s to investigate the history and
antiquities of the Fast; to lay open to the European
world whatever the records of Asia contain to
illustrate and aid the progress of mind, of morals,
and of natural history. The object of the educa-
tion committee is to instruct the people of India in
sound knowledge and true morality. The Asiatic
societies are organs for making known the arts
and sciences of Asia to Furope. The education
committee is an organ for making known the arts
and seiences of Europeto Asia. Yet different, and,
to a great extent, incompatible, as these ob-
jects are, the education committee had acted, in
the main, as if it had been only a subordinate
branch of the Bengal Asiatic Society. The same
gentleman was long secretary to both, Ancient
learning of a kind which every body must admit
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to be more fit for an antiquarian soclety than for
a seminary of popular education was profusely
patronised. Extensive plans for the publication
of Arabic and Sanskrit works, which exceeded the
means of any literary association, were executed
out of the fund which the British parliament bad
assigned for enlightening the people of India.
The full extent of this union became apparent
after it had been dissolved. A limb had been
torn from the parent trunk, and the struggle with
which the disruption was resisted showed how
intimate the connection had been. By vehemently
complaining of the suspension of the plans for the
encouragement of ancient oriental literature, the
literary socleties virtually acknowledged the iden-
tity of their own operations and of the past opera-
tions of the education committee.

Those societies are entitled to the highest re-
spect, and nobody can blame them for endeavour-
ing to obtain support in the prosecution of the
laudable objects for which they are associated.
The responsible parties were the education com-
mittee and the Bengal government. It was for
them to consider whether the mode which had
been adopted of disbursing the education fund
was the one best suited to the accomplishment of
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the object for which that fund had been instituted.
If it was, they had properly acquitted themselves
of the trust reposed in them, whether their plans
happened to coincide with those of the Asiatic
Society or not; if it was not, some change was
obviously required.

This deeply important subject was long and
carefully examined, both by the committee and
the government. The decision which was come
t0 has been already related, and it is needless to
recount all the arguments which were used on the
occasion.  The whole question turns wpon two
points: the first of which is, whether English or
Sanskrit and Arabic literature is hest calculated
for the enlightenment of the people of India; the
other, whether, supposing English literature to
be best adapted for that purpose, the natives are
ready to avail themselves of the advantages which
it holds out. When these points are determined
the question is settled, and it is capable of being
settled in no other way.

The comparative state of science in European
and Asiatic countries might be supposed to be too
well known to admit of any dispute on the first
point; but as our opponents sometimes argue as
if it were still a doubtful question whether English
or oriental literature is most caleulated to advance
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the cause of human improvement, I shall appeal
to severa) anthorities which will, I think, be listened
to with deference on this question.

The pains which the Jate Bishop Heber took to
obtain correct information on every subject which
had even a remote bearing on the improvement of
India are so well known, that nobody will be sur-
prised at his having left his opinion on this vital
point fully on record. The following is extracted
from his letter to Sir Wilmot Horton, dated March
1824, published in the apperdix te his journal.

% Government has, however, been very liberal
in its grants, both to a soclety for national educa-
tion, and in the institution and support of two
colleges of Hindu students of riper age, the one
at Benares, the other at Calcutta. DBut I do not
think any of these institations, in the way after
which they are at present conducted, likely to do
much good. In the elementary schools supported
by the former, through a very causeless and ridi-
culous fear of giving offence to the natives, they
have forbidden the use of the Scriptures or any
extracts from them, though the moral lessons of
the Gospel are read by all Hindus who can get
hold of them, without scruple, and with much
attention, and though their exclusion is tanta-
mount to excluding all meral instruction from
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their schools, the Hindu sacred writings having
nothing of the kind, and, if they had, being shut
up from the majority of the people by the double
fence of a dead language, and an actual prohibi-
tion to read them, as 100 holy for common eves ar
ears, The defects of the latter will appear when
I have told you that the actual state of Hindu
and Mussulman literature, mutatis mutandis, very
nearly resembles what the literature of Ewrope
was before the time of Galileo, Copernicus, and
Bacon. The Mussulmans take their logic from
Avistotle, filtered through many successive trans-
lations and commentaries, and their metaphysical
system is professedly derived from Plato, (¢ Fila-
toun’}. The Hindus have systems not very dis-
similar from these, though, Tam told, of greater
length and more intricacy; but the studies in
which they spend most of their time are the
acquisition of the Sanskrit, and the endless refine-
ments of its grammar, prosody, and poetry. Both
have the same natural philosophy, which is also
that of Aristotle in zoology and botany, and Pto-
lemy in astronomy, for which the Hindus have
forsaken their more anclent notions of the seven
seas, the six earths, and the flat base of Padalon,
supported on the back of a tortoise. By the
science which they now possess they are some of
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them able to foretell an eclipse, or compose an
almanac; and many of them derive some little
pecuniary advantage from pretensions to judicial
astrology. In medicine and chemistry they arve
just sufficiently advanced to talk of substances
being moist, dry, hot, &e. in the third or fourth
degree; to dissuade from letting blood or phy-
sicking on a Tuesday, or under a particolar aspect
of the heavens, and to be eager in their pursuit of
the philosopher’s stone, and the elixir of im-
mortality.

¢ The task of enlightening the stndicus youth
of such a nation would seem to be a tolerably
straightforward one. But though, for thecollege
in Caleutta, {not Bishop’s College, remember, but
the Sanskrit, o Hindu College,) an expensive set
of instruments has been sent ont, and it seems in-
tended that the natural sciences should be studied
there, the managers of the present institution take
care that their boys should have as little time as
possible for such pursuits, by requiring from them
all, witheut exception, a laborious study of San-
skrit, and all the useless, and worse than useless,
literature of their ancestors. A good deal of this
has been charged (and in some little degree
charged with justice) against the exclusive atten-
tion paid to Greek and logic, till lately, in Oxford.
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But in Oxford we have never been guilty (since a
better system was known in the world at large) of
teaching the physies of Aristotle, however we may
have paid an excessive attention to his metaphysics
and dialectics.

« In Benares, however, I found in the institu-
tion supported by Government a professor lec-
turing on astronomy after the system of Prolemy
and Albunazar, while one of the most forward
boys was at the pains of casting my horoscope;
and the majority of the school were toiling at
Sanskrit grammar. And yet the day before, in
the same holy city, I had visited another college,
founded lately by a wealthy Hindu banker, and
entrusted by him to the management of the
Church Missionary Society, in which, besides a
grammatical knowledge of the Hindusthanee lan-
guage, aswell as Persian and Arabic, the senior
boys could pass a good examination in English
grammar, in Hume’s History of England, Joyee’s
Scientific Dialogues, the use of the globes, and
the principal facts and moral precepts of the
Gospel, most of them writing beautifully in the
Persian and very tolerably in the English cha-
racter, and excelling most boys 1 have met with in
the accursey and readiness of their arithmetic.
* # »  Tam Mohun Roy, a learned native,
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who has sometimes been called, though I fear
without reason, a Christian, remonstrated against
this system last year in a paper which he sent me
to be put inte Lord Amherst’s hands, and which,
for its good English, good sense, and forcible argu~
ments, is a real curiosity, as coming from an
Asiatic. I have not since been in Caleutta, and
know not whether any improvement bas occurred
in consequence; but from the unbounded attach-
ment to Sanskrit literature displayed by some of
those who chiefly manage those affairs, I have no
great expectation of the kind, OF the value of
the acquirements which so much is sacrificed to
retain I ecan only judge from translations, and
they certainly do not seem to me worth picking
out of the rubbish under which they were sink-
ing. Some of the poetry of the Mahabarat [ am
told iz good, and I think a good deai of the Ra-
mayuna pretty. But no work has yet been pro-
duced which even pretends to be authentic history.
No useful discoveries in science are, 1 believe, so
much as expected; and I have no great sympathy
with those students who value a worthless tract
merely because it calls itself old, or a language
which teaches nothing, for the sake of its coplous-
ness and intricacy. I I were to run wild after
oriental learning I should certainly follow that of
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the Mussulmans, whose histories seem really very
much like those of Kurope, and whose poetry, so
far as I am yet able to judge, has hardly had jus-
tice done to it in the ultra flowery translations
which have appeared in the West.”

Bishop Heber's account of his visit to the
Sanskrit college at Benares is sirikingly characte-
vistic of the system of public instruetion described
in the above extract. It presents a picture which
would be highly amusing, if the mental and moral
darkness which must be the result of such a system
were not caleulated to excite feclings of the deepest
melancholy.

« Quttees are less numerous in Benares than
many parts of India, but self-immolation by drown-
ing s very common. Many scores, every year,
of pilgrims from all parts of India come hither
expressly to cnd their days and secure their sal-
vation. They purchase two large Kedgeree pots,
between which they tie themselves, and when
empty these support their weight in the water.
Thus equipped, they paddle into the stream, then
fill the pots with the water which surrounds them,
and thus sink into cternity. Government have
sometimes atiempted to prevent this practice, but
with no other effect than driving the voluntary
victims a little further down the river; nor in-
deed, when a man has come several hundred miles
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to die, is it Jikely that a police officer can prevent
bim. Instruction seems the only way in which
these poor people can be improved, and that, T
trust, they will by degrees obtain from us.

# The Vidalaya is a Jarge building divided into
two courts, galleried above and below, and full of
teachers and scholars, divided into a number of
classes, who learn reading, writing, arithmetie, (in
the Hindoo manner,) Persian, Hindoo law, and
sacred literature, Sanskrit, astronctny according to
the Ptolemaic system, and astrology ! There are
200 scholars, some of whom of all sorts came to
say their lessons to me, though, unhappily, I was
myself able to profit by none, except the astro-
nomy, and a little of the Persian. The astrono-
mieal lecturer produced a terrestrial globe, divided
according to their system, and elevated to the
meridian of Benares. Mount Meru he identified
with the north pole, and under the southern pole
he supposed the tortoise #chukwa” to stand, on
which the earth rests. The southern hemisphere
he apprehended to be uninhabitable, but on its
concave surface, in the interior of the globe, he
ptaced Padalon. He then showed me how the
sun went round the earth once in every day, and
how, by a different but equally continuous meo-
tion, lie also visited the signs of the zodiac. The
whole system is precisely that of Piolemy, and
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the contrast was very striking between the rub-

bish which these young men were learning in a
government establishment and the rudiments of
real knowledge which those whom I had visited
the day before had acquired, in the very same
city, and under circumstances far less favourable.

1 was informed that it had been frequently pro-
posed to introduce an English and mathematical
class, and to teach the Newtonian and Copernican
system of astronomy ; but that the late superinten-
dent of the establishment was strongly opposed to

any innovation,partly on the plea thatit would draw
the boys off from their Sanskrit studies, and partly
lest it should interfere with the religions preju-

dices of the professors. The first of these argu-
ments is pretty much like what was urged at
Oxford (substituting Greek for Sanskrit) against

the new examinations, by which, however, Greek

has lost nothing. The second is plainly ahsurd,

since the Ptolemaic system, which is now taught,

is itself an innovation, and an jmprovement on

the old faith of eight worlds and seven oceans,

arranged like a nest of foxes.”

My readers may be surprised fo hear that this
college had been «completely re-organized*” four

¥ Educstion Committec’s Report, published in 1831,
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years before by Professor Wilson, who went on
deputation to Benares on purpose. DBut a xe-
form conducted on oriental prineiples, means
exactly the reverse of what is usually understood
by a reform. In this case, correctness can be ob-
tained only at the expense of increased absurdity;
and the nearer we approach fo the standard,
the further we wmust depart from truth and
reason.

In the passage first quoted, Bishop Heber calls
attention to a paper sent to him by Ram Mohun
Ray to be putinto Lord Amherst’s hands, # which
for its good English, good sense, and forcible
arguments, is a real curiosity as coming from an
Asjatic.”  This paper was a remonstrance against
the estahlishment of the Sanskrit college at Cal-
cutta, which was founded by Lord Ambheyst, in
imitation of the older institution at Benares, long
after the natives had become awakened to the
value of European instruction, and had instituted
from their own finds, without any assistance from
the government, the Hindu college at Caleutta
and the English school at Benares described by
Bishop Heber, for the purpose of securing for their
children the benefit of such instruction. Ram
Mohun Roy had the improvement of his country-
men sincerely at heart, and he was sufficiently
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acquainted both with oriental and European lite-
rature to be sble to form a correct opinion of
their relative value. His addvess to Lord Am-
herst on this occasion deserves the eulogium be-
stowed on it by Bishop Heber; and as it is quite
to the point, I shall quote it entire.

“ To His Excellency the Right Honourable
Lord Amherst, Governor General in
Counetl.

“ My Lord,

 Humbly reluctant as the natives of India are
to obtrude upon the notice of government the
sentiments they entertain on any public measure,
there are circumstances when silence would be
carrying this respectful feeling to culpable excess.
The present rulers of India, coming from a dis-
tance of many thousand miles to govern a people
whose language, literature, manners, customs, and
ideas, are almost entirely new and strange to
them, cannot easily become so intimately ac-
quainted with their real circumstances 2s the
natives of the country are themselves. ¥We should
therefore be guilty of a gross dereliction of duty
to ourselves, and afford our rolers just ground of
complaint at our apathy, did we omit on occasions
of importance like the present to supply them
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with such accurate information as might enable
them to devise and adopt neasures caleulated to
be beneficial to the country, and thus second by
our local knowledge and experience their decla-
red benevolent intentions for its improvements.

% The establishment of a new Sanskrit school in
Calcutta evinces the landable desire of Govern-
ment to improve the natives of India by educa-
tion,—a blessing for which they must ever be
grateful ; and every well-wisher of the human race
must he desirous that the efforts made to promote
it should be guided by the most enlightened prin-
ciples, so that the stream of intelligence may flow
in the most useful channels.

% When this seminary of Jearning was proposed,
we understood that the government in England
had ordered a considerable sum of money to he
annually devoted to the instruction of its Indian
subjects. We were filled with sanguine hopes
that this sum would be laid out in employing
European gentlemen of talents and education to
instruct the natives of India in mathematies, natu-
ral philosophy, chemistry, anatomy, and other
useful sciences, which the nations of Europe have
carried to a degree of perfection that has raised
them above the inhabitants of other parts of the
world,
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« While we looked forward with pleasing hope to
the dawn of knowledge thus promised to the
rising gencration, our hearts were filled with
mingled feelings of delight and gratitude; we
already offeredd up thanks to Providence for in-
spiving the most generous and enlightened na-
tions of the West with the glorious ambition of
planting in Asia the arts and sciences of modern
Europe.

“ We find that the government are establishing
a Sanskrit school under Hindu pundits, to impart
such knowledge as is already current in India.
This seminary (similar in character to those
which existed in Europe before the time of Lord
Bacon) can only be expected to load the minds of
youth with grammatical niceties and metaphysical
distinetions of little or no practical use to the
possessors or to society. The pupils will there
acquire what was known two thousand years ago,
with the addition of vain and empty subtilties
since produced by speculative men, such as is
already commonly taught in all parts of India.

% The Sanskrit language, so difficult that
almost a lifetime is necessary for its acquisition,
is well known to liave been for ages a Jamentable
check on the diffusion of knowledge; and the
learning concealed under this almost impervious
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veil is far from sufficient to reward the labour of
acquiring it.  But if it were thought necessary to
perpetuate this language for the sake of the por-
tion of valuable information it contains, this might
be much more easily accomplished by other means
than the establishment of a new Sanskrit college;
for there have heen always and are now numercus
professors of Sanskrit in the different parts of the
country engaged in teaching this langnage as well
as the other branches of literasure which are to be
the object of the new seminary. Therefore their
more diligent cultivation, if desirable, would be
effectually promoted by holding out premiuwms
and granting certain allowanees to their most
eminent professors, who have already undertaken
on their own aceount to teach them, and would
by such rewards be stimulated to still greater
exertions,

“ From these considerations, as the sum set
apart for the instruetion of the natives of India
was intended by the government in England for
the improvement of its Indian subjects, I beg
leave to state, with due deference to your Lord-
ship’s exalted situation, that if the plan now
adopted be followed, it will completely defeat the
object proposed; since no improvement can be
expected from inducing young men to consume a
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dozen of years of the most valuable period of their
lives in acquiring the niceties of Byakaran or
Sanskrit grammar. For instance, in learning to
discuse such points as the following: khad, signi-
fying to eat, khaduti, he or she or it eats; query,
whether does kbaduti, taken as a whole, convey the
meaning he, she, or it eats, or are separate parts
of this meaning conveyed by distinetions of the
word? As if in the English language it were
asked, how much meaning is there in the eaf, how
much in the s? and is the whole meaning of the
word conveyed by these two portions of it dis-
tinctly, or by them taken jointly ?

% Neither can much improvement arise from
such specnlations as the following, which are the
themes suggested by the Vedant:—in what man-
ner is the soul absorbed into the deity? what re-
lation does it bear to the divine essence? Nor will
youths be fitted to be better members of society
by the vedantic doctrines, which teach them to
believe that all visible things have no real ex-
istence ; that as father, brother, &c. have no actnal
entity, they consequently deserve no real affec-
tion, and therefore the sooner we escape from
them and leave the world the better. Again, no
essential benefit can be derived by the student of
the Mimangsa from knowing what it is that
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makes the killer of a goat sinless on pronouncing
certain passages of the Vedant, and what is the
real nature and operative influence of passages of
the Vedas, &e.

# The student of the Nyayushastra cannot be
said to have improved his mind after he has
learned from it into how many ideal classes the
objects in the universe are divided, and what
speculative relation the soul bears to the body,
the body to the soul, the eye to the ear, &e.

& Inorder to enable your Lordship to appreciate
the utility of encouraging such imaginary learning
as above characterized, I beg your Lordship will
be pleased to compare the state of science and
literature in Europe before the time of Lord Bacon
with the progress of knowledge made since he
wrote.

«If it had been intended to keep the British
nation in ignorance of real knowledge, the Baconian
philosophy would not have been allowed to dis-
place the system of the schoolmen, which was the
best calculated to perpetuate jgnorance. In the
same wanner the Sanskrit system of edueation
would be the best calenlated to keep this country
in darkness, if such had been the policy of the
British legislature. But as the improvement of
the native population is the object of the govern-
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mrent, it will consequently promote a more liberal
and enlightened system of instruction ; embracing
mathematies, natural philosophy, chemistry, ana-
tomy, with other useful sciences, which may he
accomplished with the sum proposed by employing
a few gentlemen of talents and learning educated
in Furope, and providing a college furnished with
necessary books, instruments, and other apparatus.

¢ In representing this subject to your Lordship
I conceive myself discharging a solemn duty which
I owe to my countrymen, and also to that en-
lightened sovereign and legislature which have
extended their benevolent care to this distant
land, actuated by a desire to Improve its inha~
bitants, and therefore humbly trust you will
excuse the liberty I have taken in thus expressing
my sentiments to your Lordship.

% T have the honour, &c.
(Signed) “ RaM Mouun Rov.”

This memorial was handed over by Lord
Ambherst to the education committee, and the fate
it met with may be conjectured from the spiric
which then animated that body. The memorial
remained unanswered, and the design of founding
a new Sanskrit college was carried into execution.

The opinion entertained on this subject by an
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Indian statesman of Sir Charles Metealfe’s estab-
lished character and long practical experience
cannot fail to be regarded with interest. He
considers Sanskrit and Arabic books as mere
“waste paper,” as far as national education is
concerned, His words are, “The government
baving resolved to discontinue, with some excep-
tions, the printing of the projected editions of
oriental works, « great portion of the limited educa-
ton fund having hitherfo been expended on similar
publications to lilile purpese but fo wccumulate stores
of waste paper, cannot furnish pecuniary aid to the
society for the further printing of those works,
but will gladly make over the parts already
printed either to the Asiatic Soclety or to any
soclety or individuals who may be disposed to
complete the publication at their own expense.”
The Asiatic Society had applied to the govern-
ment for funds to complete the printing of the
oriental works which had been discontinued by
the education committee, and this was the answer
which was veturned.  In another part of this paper,
Sir C. Metcalfe fully admits the valnable and Jaud-
able nature of the pursuits in which the Asiatic
Society was engaged, but he uses, as we have
seen, the most emphatic language to express his
sense of the unsuitableness of Arabic and Sanskrit
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folios for the enlightenment of the people, and the
consequent impropriety of contributing towards
the printing of them out of the limited fund
which bad been set apart for the purpose of
national education.

Both Sir Charles Metcalfe and Lord Auckland,
who have presided over the administration of India
since Lord William Bentinck’s departure, have
given their full and cordial support to the educa-
tion comntittez in carrying into effect the plans of
the last-mentioned nobleman. It is not likely that
three such men should be mistaken on a point to
which, from its important bearing on Indian in.
terests, they must have given a large shave of their
attention*

The last authority to which I shall advert is
the highest that can be had recourse to on Indian
affairs.  The Bengal government had reported
certain measures adopted by it for the reform of
the existing oriental colleges, and the cstablish-
ment of the new Sauskrit college at Caleutta, and
on the 18th Tebruary 1821 the court of directors,

* Among other larbofs of the sincere interest which the present
Governor Goeneral takes I the subject, he has built at his own
expense a prettily designed scheolbouse in the park at Barrack-
poor ; and in this he bas established a Jarge English school, which
he often visits, to watch the Improvement and direct the studies
of the pupils.

E
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with the sanction of the board of control, replied
as follows:—
« The ends propesed in the institution of the
Paras. 230 to 23¢; Hindu* college, and the same
??Sff;ﬁ‘i’aﬁfﬁ?fi‘éf}‘ may be affirmed of the Mo-

Sute of the Madréssa ) nedan, were two : the first,
ur Mobammedan col-

legeat Caleutta, and of t5 make a favourable impres-
the Hindu college at |

Benares, with messures  gion, by our encouragement of
adopted for their im- R .
provement, and estab-  their literature, upon the minds
lishment of a Hindu .

college at Celeutta, i Of the natives; and the second,

eu of ;ﬁ:g;;f&?ﬁ to promote useful learning.
dea and Tirhoot. You acknowledge, that if the
plan has had any effect of the former kind, it has
had none of the latter; and vou add, that ¢ it
must be feared that the discredit attaching to
such a failure has gone far to destroy the influence
which the liberality of the endowments would
otherwise have had/

 We have from time to time been assured, that
these colleges, though they had not till then been
useful, were, in consequence of proposed arrange-
ments, just about to become so; and we have
received from you a similar prediction on the pre-
sent occasion.

¥ The new Sanskrit college at Calevtta is meant, a5 is evident

from the context, and from the abstract in the margin of the
original dispatch,
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% We are by no means sanguine in our expec-
tation, that the slight reforms which you have
proposed to introduce will be followed by much
improverﬁent ; and we agree with you in certain
doubts, whether a greater degree of activity, even
if it were produced on the part of the masters,
would, in present circumstances, be attended with
the most desirable results,

¢ With respect to the sciences, it is worse than
a wagste of time to employ persons either to teach
or to learn them in the state in which they are
found in the oriental books. As far as any his-
torical documents may be found in the oriental
languages, what is desirable is, that they should
be translated; and this, it is evident, will best be
accomplished by Europeans who have acquired
the requisite knowledge. Beyond these branches,
what remains in oriental literature is poetry; but
it never has been thought ilecessary to establish
colleges for the cultivation of poetry, nor is it cer-
tain that this would be the most effectual expedient
for the attaimment of the end.

“ In the meantime, we wish you to be fully
apprized of our zeal for the progress and improve-
ment of education among the natives of India,
and of onr willingness 10 make considerable sacri-
fices to that important end, if proper means for

E 2
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the attainment of it could be pointed out to us;
but we apprehend that the plan of the institutions,
to the improvement of which our attention is now
directed, was originaily and fundamentally erro-
neous. The great end should not have been to
teach Iindu learning or Mobammedan learning,
but uselul Tearning.  No doubt, in teaching useful
Jearning to the Hindus or Mobamnmedans, Hindu
media ov Mohammedan wmedia, as far as they were
found the most effectual, wonld have been proper
to be employed, and Hindu and Mohmmmedan
prejudices would have needed to be consulted,
while every thing which was useful in Hindu or
Mobammedan literature it would have been proper
to retain ; nor would there have been any insu-
perable difficulty in introducing, under these re-
sexvations, a system of inmstruction from which
great advantage might have been derived. In
professing, on the other hand, to cstablish semi-
naries for the purpose of teaching mere Hinda
or mere Mohammedan literature, you bound your-
selves 10 teach a great deal of what was frivolous,
not a little of what was parely mischicvous, and a
small remainder, indeed, in which utility was in
any way concerned.

“ We think that you lave taken, upon the
whole, a rational view of what is best to be done.
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In the institotions which exist on a particular
footing alterations should not be introduced more
rapidly then a due regard to existing interests and
feelings will dictate; at the same timne that in-
cessant endeavours should be used to supersede
what s useless or worse in the present course of
study by what your better knowledge will recon-
mend.

s In the new college which iz to be instituted,
and which we think you have acted judiciously in
placing at Caleutta, instead of Nuddea and Tir-
hoot, as originally sanctioned, it will be much fur-
ther in your power, because not fettered by any
preceding practice, to consult the prineiple of
ntility in the course of study which you may pre-
seribe.  Trusting that the proper degree of atten-
tion will be given to this important object, we
desire that an account of the plan which you ap-
prove may he transmitled to us, and that an
opportunity of communicaling to you our senti-
ments upen it may be given to us, before any
attempt to carry it into execution is made.”

This dispatch was referred to the edncation
committee, who stated in reply, that in proposing
the improvement of men’s minds it is first neces-
sary to secure their conviction that such improve-
ment is desirable ; that tuition in European science

E 3
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was neither amongst the sensible wants of the
people, nor in the power of the government to
bestow *; that the maulavee and pundit, satisfied
with their own learning, are little inquisitive as to
anything beyond it, and are not disposed to regard
the literature and seience of the West as worth the
labour of attainment; and that any attempt to
enforce an acknowledgment of the superiority of
the intellectual productions of the West could
only create dissatisfaction.

This brings us to the second point which we had
to consider, namely, whether, supposing English
literature to be best adapted for the improvement
of the people of India, they are themselves ready
to profit by the advantages which it holds out. If
it can be proved that tuition in European science
has become one of the sensible wants of the people,
and that, so far from being satisfied with their own
learning, they display an eager avidity to avail
themselves of every opportunity of acquiring the
knowledge of the West, it must be admitted that the
case put by the committes of 1824 has oceurred,

This letter was dated on the 18th August 1624, The Hindu
college was established in 1816, by the voluntary subscription of
the natives themselves, for the purpose of instrueiag their youth
in European science, for which no provision had at that time been
made by the government.
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and that, according to their own rule, ihe tiwe
has arrived when instruction in western literature
and science may be given on an extensive scale,
without any fear of producing a reaction.

The proofs that such is the actual state of things
have been already touched upon. As the prineiple
of the school book society is, to print only such books
as are in demand, and to dispose of them only to
those who pay for them, its operations furmish,
perhaps, the best test of ihe existing condition of
public feeling in regard to the dilferent systems
of learning which are simultancously cultivated in
India. It appears, from their last printed veport,
that from January 1834 to Decemboer 1835 the
following sales were effected by theni: —

English books - - - 31,648
Anglo-Asiatic, or books partly
in English and partly in some

eastern language - -~ 4595
Bengalee - - - 5,754
Hinduee - - - - 4,171
Hindusthanee - - - st
Persian - - - 1,db4
Uriya - - - - 8334
Arabic - - - 36
Sanskiit - - - 16

E 4
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Indeed, bocks in the learned native languages
are such a complete drug in the market, that the
school book society has for some time past ceased
to print them ; and that society, as well as the edu-
cation committee, has a considerable part of its
capital locked up in Sanskrit and Arabic lore,
which was aceumulatedlduring the period when
the oriental mania carried every thing before it
Twenty-three thousand such volumes, most of
them folios and quartos, filled the library, or
rather the lumber room, of the education com-
mittee at the time when the printing was puta
stop to, and during the preceding three years their
sale had not yielded quite one thousand rupees.

At all the oriental colleges, besides being in-
structed gratuitously, the students had monthly
stipends allowed them, which were periodically
angmented till they quitted the institution. At
the English seminaries, not only was this expe-
dient for obtaining pupils quite superfluous, but
the native youth were ready themselves to pay for
the privilege of being admitted. The average
monthly collection on this account {from the pupils
of the Hindu college for February and March
1836 was, sicea rupees, 1,325.  Can there be more
conclusive evidence of the real state of the demand
than this? The Hindu college is held undey the
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same roof as the new Sanskrit college, at which
thirty pupils were hired at 8 rupees each, and
seventy at b rupees, or 580 ropees a month in all,

The Hindu college was founded by the volun-
tary contributions of the natives themselves as
early as 1816. In 1831 the committee reported,
that “a taste for English had been widely dissemi-
nated, and independent schools conducted by
young men reared in the Vidyalaya (the Hindn
college) are springing up in every direction*
This spirit, gathering strength from time and
from many favourable cireumstances, had gained
a great height in 1833 ; several rich natives had
established English schools at their own expense;
associations had been formed for the same pur-
pose at different places in the interior, similar to
the one to which the Hindu college owed its
origin. The young men who had finished their
sducation propagated a taste for our literature,
ana, partly as teachers of bemevolent or pro-
prietary schools, partly as tutors in private fami-
lies, alded all classes in its acquirement. The
tide had set in strongly in Faxom of English
education, and when the committee declared
itself on the same side, the public support they

* The entire extract will be found ot page 8.

E S
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received rather went beyond, than fell shoxt of
what was requived. Move applications were
received for the establishment of schwols than
could be complied with; there were more candi-
dates for admission to many of those which were
established than conld be accommodated. On
the opening of the Hoogly college, in August 1836,
students of English flocked to It in such numbers
as 1o render the organization and classification
of them a matter of difficulty. "Fwelve hundred
nanmes were entered on the books of this depart-
ment of the college within three days, and at the
end of the year there were upwards of oue thou-
sand in regular attendance. The Arabic and
Persian classes of the institution at the sune tine
mustered less than two hundred.  There appears
to be no limit to the number of scholars, except
that of the number of teachers whom the com-
mittee is able to provide. Notwithstanding the
“extraordinary concourse of Mnglish students at
Hoogly, the demand was so little exhansted, that
when an auxiliary school was lately opened within
two miles of the college, the English dcpm tmentof it
was instantly filled, and numerous npphczr.nts were
sent away unsatisflied. In the same way, when
additional means of instruction were provided at
Dacca, the number of pupils rosc at once from
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150 to upwards of 800, and more teachers were
still called for. The same thing also took place
at Agra. These are not symptoms of a forced
and premature effort, which, as the committee
of 1824 justly observed, would have recoiled
upon owrselves, and have retarded our ultimate
$UCCESS,

To sum np what has been said: the Hindu
system of learning contains so much truth as to
have raised the nation to its present point of ¢civi-
lization, and to have kept it there for ages without
retrogading, and so much error as to have pre-
vented it from making any sensible advance
during the same long period. Under this system,
history is made up of fables, in which the learned
in vain endeavour to trace the thread of authentie
narrative; its medicine is quackery; its geo-
graphy and astronomy are monstrous shsurdity ;
its law is composed. of loose contradictory maxims,
and barbarous and ridiculous penal provisions;
its religion is idolatry; its morality is such as
might be expected from the example of the gods
and the precepts of the religion. Suttee, Thug-
gee, human sacrifices, Ghant murder, religious
suicides, and other such excrescences of Hin-
duism, are either expressly enjoined by it, or are
directly deduced from the prineiples incoleated by

E 6
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it. This whole system of sacred and profanc
learning is knitted and bound together by the
sanction of religion; every part of it is an article
of faith, and its scienee is as unchangeable as it
divinity. Learning is confined by it to the Brah-
ming, the high priests of the gystem, by whom
and for whom it was devised. Al the other
classes are condemned to perpetual ignoramee and
dependence; their approprinfe occupations are
assigned by the laws of caste, and limits ure fixed,
beyend whick no personal merit or personal guod
fortune can raise them.  The peenlinr wonder of
the Hindu system is, not that it contains se much
or so little true knowledge, but that it has been
so skilfully contrived for arresting the progeess of
the human mind, as to exhibit it at the ewl of
two thousand years fixed at newly the precise
point at which it was first moulded., “The NMo-
hammedan system of learning iy many degroes
better, and ¢ resembles that which existed among
the natiens of Europe before the invention of
printing;” * so far does even this fall short of the

* These are the words in which Mr. Adam sums up hiw dowerlp
tion of Mobammedan learning in India; and the real xtate of tle
case could not be more acourately described.  Gilhon's sketeh of
Moslem learning will be found in the 52d ehapter of the Deelino knd
Pall of the Roman Empire, under the heads, # “Mhelr real progress
in the seiences,” and * Want of erudition, taste, and feoedom. But
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knowledge with which Europe is now blessed.
These are the systems under the influence of
which the people of India have become what they
are. They have been weighed in the balance,
and have been found wanting. To perpetuate
them, is to perpetuate the degradation and misery
of the people. Our duty is not to teach, but to
unteach them,—not to rivet the shackles which
have for ages bound down the minds of our sub-
jects, but to allow them to drop off by the lapse
of time and the progress of events.

If we turn from Sanskrit and Arabie learning,
and the state of society which has been formed by
ity to western learning, and the improved and still
rapidly improving condition of the western nations,
what a different spectacle presents itself ! Through
the medium of England, India has been brought
into the mest intimate connection with this fa-

however defective Arabian learning may appear when viewed by
“the light of modern science, it would be doing great injustice to
the Augustan age of the caliphs at Bagdad to corapare it with the
present mra of Mohammedan literature in Indiz. The Indian
DMohammedans are only bad imitators of an erroneous system.
Arabic is studied at Caleutta as a diffienlt foreign language 3
original genius and researeh have long since died out, if they
ever_had any eistence, among this elass of literary people in
India; and the astrovomy of Ptolemy and the medicine of Galen
are languidly transmitted by the dogmatic teachers of one gene-
ration to the patient disciples of the neat.
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voured quarter of the globe, and the particulax
claims of the English language as an mstrument
of Indian improvement have thus beeome a poiut
of paramount importance. These claims have
been thus described by one who will be admitted
to have made good his title to an opinion on the
subject :—

« How then stands the case? We have to wiln-
cate 3 people who cannot at present be educated
by means of their mother tongue; we must teach
them some forcign language. The claims of our
own language it is hardly nccessary to recapi-
tulate; it stands pre-eminent even among the
Isnguapes of the West; it abounds with works of
imagination not inferior to the nobjest which
Greece has bequeathed to us; with models of
every species of eloquence; with historieal com-
positions which, considered merely as narratives
have seldom been surpassed, and which, con-
sidered as vehicles of cthical and political in-
struction, have never been equalled; with just
and lively representations of human 1ife and
human nature; with the most profound specu-
lations on metaphysies, morals, government, juriy-
prudence, trade; with full and eorrect informa-
tion respecting every experimental science whick
tends to preserve the health, to increase the com-
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fort, or to expand the intellect of man. Whoever
knows that language has ready access to all the
vast intellectual wealth which all the wisest nations
of the earth have created and hoarded in the
course of ninety generations. It may safely be
said that the literature now extant in that lan-
guage is of far greater value than all the litera-
ture whieh three hundred years ago was extant in
all the languages of the world together. Nor is
this all : in India English is the language spoken
by the ruling class; it is spoken by the higher
class of natives at the seats of government; it is
likely to become the langnage of commerece
throughout the seas of the East; it is the lan-
guage of two great European eommunities which
are vising, the one in the sonth of Africa, the other
in Austral-Asia, - communities which are every
year becoming more important and more closely
connected with cur Indian Empire. Whether we
look at the intrinsic value of our literature, or at_
the particular sitnation of this country, we shall
see the strongest reason to think that, of all
foreign tongues, the English tongue is that which
would be the most useful to our native subjects.”
As of all existing languages and literatures the
Lnglish is the most replete with benefit to the
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human race, 30 it iz overspreading the carth with
a rapidity far exceeding any other. Witha partial
exception in Canada, English is the language ol
the continent of America north of Mexico; and
at the existing rate of Increase there will be a
hundred millions of people speaking Tnglish in
the United States alone at the end of this century.
In the West India islands we have given our
language to a population collected from various
parts of Africa, and by this circumstance alone
they have been brought many centuries nearer to
civilization than their countrymen in Afviea, who
may for ages grope about in the dark, destitute of
any means of acquiring true religion and scivnce.
Their dialect is an uncouth perversion of English
suited to the present crude state of their ideas,
but their literature will be the literature of Eng-
land, andtheirlanguage witl gradually be conformed
to the same standard.  More reecntly the English
language has taken root in the continent of Afrien
itself, and a nation is being formed by menns of
it in the extensive tersitory belonging to the Cape
out of a most curious mixture of different races.
But the scene of its greatest triumphs will be in
Asia.  To the south & new continent is being
peopled with the English race; to the north, an
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ancient people, who have always taken the lead in
the progress of religion and science in the east,
have adopted the English language as their lan-
guage of education, by means of which they are
becoming animated by a new spirit, and are en-
tering at once upon the improved knowledge of
Europe, the fruit of the labour and inventien
of successive ages. The English language, not
many generations hence, will be spoken by millions
in all the four quarters of the globe; and our
learning, our morals, our principles of constitu-
tional liberty, and our religion, embodied in the
established literature, and diffused through the
genius of the vernacular languages, will spread far
and wide among the nations.

The objection, therefore, to the early proceed-
ings of the education committee is, that they were
calculated to produce a revival, not of sound
learning, but of antiquated and pernicious errors.

* The Buddhist religion, which originated in Behar, has spread
to the furthest extremity of China, and the infervening nations
have always heen accustomed to regard India as the fountain-head
both of learning and religion. Thibetan literature is a translation
from Sanskrit, and the vernaeunlar language of Behar Is the sacred
language of Burmab and the adjeining countries. ¥t may be
hoped that India will hereafter become the centre of a purer
faith. The iunumerable islands of the South must also be power-
fully acted upon by Austral-Asia, which has heen wonderfully

reserved to be erected at once into a civilized and powerful eountry
in the darkest region of easteyn barbarism.
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The pupils in the oriental seminaries were trained
in a complete course of Arabic and Sanskrit
learning, including the theology of the Vedas and
the Koran, and were turned out accomplished
maulavees and pundits,—the very class whom the
same committee described as “satisfied with their
own learning, little inguisitive as to any thing
beyond it, and not disposed to regard the litera-
ture and science of the West as worth the labour
of attainment.” And having been thus educated,
they were sent to every part of the country to fill
the mest important situations which were open to
the natives, the few who could not be provided
for in this way taking service as private tutors or
family priests. Every literary attempt connected
with the old learning at the same time received
the most liberal patronage, and the country was
deluged with Arabic and Sanskrit books. By
acting thus, the committee created the very evil
which they professed to fear, They established
great corporations, with ramifications in every dis-
triet, the feelings and interest of whose members
were deeply engaged on the side of the prevailing
errors. All the murmuring which has been heard
has come from this quarter; all the opposition
which has been experienced has been headed by
persons supported by our stipends, and trained in
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our colleges. The money spent on the Arabic
and Sanskrit colleges was, therefore, not merely a
dead loss to the cause of truth; it was bounty
money paid to raise up champions of error, and to
call into being an oriental interest which was
bound by the condition of its existence to stand
in the front of the battle against the progress of
European literature,

In the five districts named in the margin, one
of which contains the former Moham- Murshedabad,

Bheerbhoom,

medan capital of Bengal, Mr. Adam Burdwan,
found only 138 students of Arabic %ﬁ&fmn
learning. In the single government ecollege
of Caleutta there are 114 students, Although
supported and patronised by the British govern-
ment, this college differs in no respect from the
Mohammedan colleges at Constantinople and
Bokhara. It is as completely a seminary of
gennine unmitigated Mohammedanism as the
Jesuits’ eollege at Rome is a seminary of Roman
catholicismn. It is considered by the Moslems as
the head quarters of their religion in Bengal, and
it has made Calcutta the radiating centre, not
of civilization, as it ought only to be, but, to a
lamentable extent, of bigotry and error.

The Sanskrit college was a still more desperate
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attempt to reproduce the feelings and habits of
thought of past ages in the midst of a compara-
tively enlightened community. By establishing
the Hindu college at their own expense, the
Hindus had seven years before given a decisive
proof that it was instruction in English and not
in Sanskrit which they required. But, in spite of
this evidence, the act with which we signalised the
commencement of our educational operations was
the establishment of a Brahminicai college, in
which false science and false religion are sys-
tematically taught, in which the priestly domina-
tion and monopoly of learning are maintained
both by practice*.and precept, and the members
of which, although they reside at the head quar-
ters of British Indian civilization, are always
present in spirit with the founders of the Hindu
system, with whom they daily converse, and to
whose age they really belong. Can we wonder
that the young men educated at such a seminary
are, according to their own confession, burdens to
the public, and objects of contempt to their coun-
trymen? It might have succeeded if it had been
established a thousand years ago; but the institu-

* None but Brahmins and a few persons of the medical caste
are admitted to study at this institution,



THE PEOPLE OF INDIA. 93

tions of a barbarous age will not satisfy a people
whose eyes have been opened, and who are craving
after true knowledge.

After the committee had confessed that ¢ a taste
for English had been widely disseminated, and
independent schools, conducted by young men
reared in the Hindu college, were springing up
in every direction *,” it might have heen expected
that they would have modified their plan of pro-
ceediﬁg. It was admitted, that to give instruction
in European science was their vltimate object; it
also appears from their report that this was the
only part of their operations which was [ropa-
gating itself, and proceeding with an independent
spring of action; why, therefore, was scope not
given to it?

Tor some time after this, however, we continued
to prop up barbarism by the power of civilization,
and to avail ourselves of the enormous influence
of the English government to press on the people
decayed and noxious systems, which they them-
selves rejected. That we did not succeed in
giving to those systems a more effectual impulse

was not owing to any want of exertion on our

¥ See the whole extract at page 8.
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part. We pushed them as far or farther than
they would go, and it was only because the natives
would not buy the books printed by us, or read
them without being paid to do so, that a change
was at last resolved on.



CHAP. IV.

Objections omswered. — Construction of the Charter 4et
of 1818.—Change in the Employment of the public
Endowments for the Encouragement of Learning, -
Abolition of Stipends.— Probability of the Natives
being able to prosecute the Study of English with
effect— The alleged Necessity of eultivoting Arabic
and Sanskrit for the sake of improving the vernaeular
Languages,— The Plar of employing Maulovess and
Pundits as our Agents for the Propagation of Eu
ropean Science.— Whether or not it is our Duty to
patronise the same Kind of Learning as our Prede-
cessors,

I smaLL now proceed to reply, with as much
brevity as eircumstances will admit, to the ob-
jections which have been urged to the change in
the committee’s plan of operation made in aecord-
ance with the resolution of the Indian govern-
ment, dated the 7th March 1835; and as my
objeet is not to write a bock of my own, but to
put this important subject, once for all, in a clear
point of view, I shall continue to avail myself of
the writings of othets whenever they express what
1 have to say better than I could express it myself.
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The heads of objection will be taken from an
article by Professor Wilson, entitled “ Education
of the Natives of India,” published in the Asiatic
Journal for Jannary 1836, which contains the most
complete statement which has yet appeared of all
that can be said on the oriental side of the
question.

The fivst in order relates to the construction of
that part of the charter act of 1818 by which a lac
of rupees a year was assigned for the education of
the natives of India. The opponents of our
present plan of proceeding contend that it was
not the intention of parliament, in making this
assignment, to encourage the cultivation of sound
learning and true principles of sclence, but to
bring about a revival of the antiquated and false
learning of the shasters, which had fallen into
neglect in consequence of the cessation of the
patronage which had in ancient times been ex-
tended to it by the native Hindu princes. To
this argument the following reply has been
made 1—

“ It does not appear to me that the act of parlia-
ment can by any art of construction be made to
bear the meaning which has been assigned to it
It contains nothing about the particular Jlan-
guages or sciences which are to be studied, A
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sum is set apart ‘for the revival and promotion
of literature, and the encouragement of the
learned natives of India, and for the introduction
and promotion of a knowledge of the sciences
among the inhabitants of the British territories.
It is argued, or rather taken for granted, that by
literature the parliament can bave meant only
Arabic and Sanskrit literature; that they never
would have given the honourable appellation of a
¢ learned native’ to a native who was familiar with
the poetry of Milton, the metaphysies of Locke,
and the physics of Newton; but that they meant
to designate by that name only such persons as
might have studied in the sacred bocks of the
Hindus all the uses of Cusa-grass, and all the
mysteries of absorption inwo the deity. This does
not appear to be a very satisfactory interpretation.
To take a parallel case: suppose that the pacha of
Egypt, a country once superior in knowledge to
the nations of Europe, but now sunk far below
them, were to appropriate a sum for the purpose
of ¢ reviving and promoting literature, and encou-
raging learned natives of Egypt,’ would anybody
infer that he meant the youth of his pachalic to
give years to the study of hieroglyphics, to search
into all the doctrines disguised under the fable of
Qsiris, and to ascertain with all possible accuracy
F



938 ON THE EDUCATION OF

the ritnal with which cats and onions were an-
ciently adored 7 Wonld he be justly charged with
ineonsistency if, instead of employing his young
subjects in deciphering obelisks, he were to order
them to be instructed in the English and French
languages, and in all the sciences to which those
languages are the chief keys?

“ The words on which the supporters of the old
system rely do not bear them out, and other words
follow which seem to be quite decisive on the
other side. This lac of rupees is set apart, not
ouly for ¢ reviving literature in India,’ the phrase
on which their whole interpretation is founded,
but also ¢ for the introduction and promotion of a
knowledge of the sciences among the inhabitants
of the British territories,’—words which are alone
sufficient to authorize all the changes for which I
contend.”?

Both the court of directors and the Indian
government took this view of the subject at the
period when measures were first taken to carry
the intentions of the British parliament inte
effect, and those intentions were certainly likely
to have been better understood at that time than at
any subsequent period. The Indian government
in their instructions to the committee appointed
to adininister the fands made no allusion to the
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supposed necessity for reviving oriental literature.
On the conuwary, they stated the objects for whick
the committee had been appointed to be “the
better instruetion of the people, the introduction
of useful knowledge, including the arts and
sciences of Eurcpe, and the improvement of their
woral character,” objects with which the learning
of the shasters and the Koran, which it was
afterwards proposed to revive, are at complete
varfance. The court of directors in their dis-
patch written about the same period are still
more explicit.  They emphatically state that it
is worse than a waste of time to cmploy persous
cither to teach or to learn the sciences in the
state in which they are found in oriental books;”
that “the great end should not have been to
teach Hindu learning or Mohammedan learning,
but useful learning:” and that, in establishing
seminaries for the purpose of teaching mere
Hindu or mere Mohammedan literature, the
Indian government bound themselves “to teach a
great deal of what was frivolons, not a litile of
what was purely mischievous, and a small remain-
der indeed in which utility was in any way con-
cerned.”  But meanwhile the administration of
the fund had fallen into the hands of persons
devoted to oriental studies, party zeal was excited,
r 2
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and the ingenuity of several able men was tasked
to the utmost to defend a course of proceeding
which had been adopted in spite of the declared
sentiments of the court of directors and of com-
mon sense.

It was urged, in the next place, that it was
downright spoliation to alter the appropriation of
any of the funds which had previously been spent
by the government in encouraging the study of
Sanskrit and Arabic, but which were now direc-
ted to be employed in teaching English under the
restrictions contained in the resolution of the
7th March 1835. To this it was replied that
 the grants which are made from the public
purse for the encouragement of literature differ in
no respect from the grants which are made from
the same purse for other objects of real or sup-
posed utility. We found a sanatarium on & spot
which we suppose to be healthy: do we thereby
pledge ourselves to keep a sanatarium there, if the
result should not answer our expectations? We
commence the erection of a pier: is it a violation
of the public faith to stop the work, if' we after-
wards see reason to believe that the building will
be useless? The rights of property are undoubt-
edly sacred; but nothing endangers those rights
so much as the practice, now unhappily too com-
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mon, of attributing them to things to which they
do not belong. Those who would impart to abuses
the sanetity of property are in truth imparting to
the institution of property the unpopularity and
the fragility of abuses. If the government has
given %0 any person a formal assurance,—nay, if
the government has excited in any person’s mind
a reasonable expectation,—that he shall receive a
certain income as a teacher or a learner of San-
skrit or Arabic, I would respect that person’s pe-
cuniary interests. I would rather err on the side
of liherality to individuals than suffer the publie
faith to be called in question. But to talk of a
government pledging itself to teach certain lan-
guages and certain sciences, though those lan-
guages may become useless, though those seiences
may be exploded, seems to me quite unmeaning.
There is not a single word in any public instru-
ment from which it can be inferred that the
Indian government ever intended {o give any
pledge on this subject, or ever considered the des-
tination of these funds as unalterably fixed. DBut,
had it been otherwise, I should have denied the
competence of our predecessors to hind us by any
pledge on such a subject. Suppose that a govern-
ment had in the last century enacted, in the most
solemn rnanner, that all its subjects should to the
r3
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end of time be inoculated for the small-pox ; wounld
that goverment be bound to persist in the prac-
tice afier Jenner’s discovery? These promises,
of which nobody claims the performance, and from
which nobody can grant a release; these vested
rights which vest in nobody; this property with-
out proprietors; this robbery which makes nobody
poorer,—may be comprehended by persons of
higher faculties than mine. I consider this plea
merely as a set form of words, regularly used both
in England and in India in defence of every abuse
for which no other plea can be set up.”  All the priv
vate endowments which have at different tires been
placed under the management of the education
committee are administered with a strict regard
1o the intentions of the founders. A large sum of
money, for instance, left by a late minister of the
king of Lucknow, which was eriginally appro-
priated to the use of the oriental college at Delhi,
continues to be applied to the support of eriental
literature in that institution.

Another objection which has been made is, that
the abolition of the stipends formerly given to
students will exclude the sons of learned men who
are in indigent circumstances, as well as those of
all persons living at a distance from the govern-
ment colleges, the advantages of which will thus
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ke confined to the capital and to one or two great
towns.

To this I answer, that, instead of two or three,
there are already forty institutions scattered
throughout the country; that the means of ob-
taining a liberal education have thus been brought
into everybody's own neighbourhood; and that
the number of young men belonging to every class
of society, and to every part of the Bengal pro-
vinces, who now profit by our seminaries, neces-
sarily greatly exceeds what used to be the ease
under the plan of having a few expensive colleges
at which the students as well as teachers received
salaries. Hundreds of boys are now cultivating
our literature in Assam, Arraken, Tenasserim,
and other frontier provinces, which did not send
a single student to the colleges at Calcutta and
Benares.

In India poverty is not the only obstacle to the
edncation of children at a distance from theif
parents. The means of communication from place
to place are slow and inconvenient; a journey of
one or two hundred miles appears to a native the
same formidable undertaking that it did to our
ancestors in the time of Queen Elizabeth; and,
above all, the matual confidence which leads Eng-
lishmen to trust the entire management of their

T4
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children to persons whom they often know only
by reputation, Is at a very low ebb in Indian.  No
native who could afford to give his son an edu-
cation of any sort at home would thivk of seuding
Lim to be brought up among strangers. It was
once proposed 1o educale the public wards at Cal-
cutta, where the governmoent itself would have
had proper care taken of them, but the relations
of the wards so unanimously and decidedly ob-
jected to the plan that it was at once abandoned.
They had no objection, however, to their being
educated under the superintendence of the go-
vernment officers at thelr gwn provincial towns,
with which they are in slmoest daily comniuni=
cation, and at which the young men might have
resided, often in their own town houses, under
the care of the old servants of the familv. Be-
sides this, the colleges under the stipendiary sys-
tem were regavded by all elasses as charitable
institutions; and this alone would have prevented
the native gentry from sending their sons to them.
They were filled with the children of judigent
persons, a very small proportion of whom came
from a distance; and these last, even if they had
learned any thing worth communicating, which
they did not, would have been too few, too unin-
fluential, and too much isolated from the rest of
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the community, to be able to induce “uiey hodvad
their countrymen to participate in their oprmons.
The animating and civilizing influence arising
from the neighbourhood of a large seminary, and
the daily intercourse of the people with its nu-
merous scholars, and the tendency which this has
to interest the public in the subject of education,
and to lead to the establishment of new institu-
tions, was too partial under the stipendiary system
to bave any practical effect. Even if the education
given had been of a kind calculated to enlighten
the people, instead of confirming them in their
errors, it would have taken ages to make an im-
pression on the immense population of western
India by such means as these.

If any class of persons be favoured by the plan
which has now been adopted, it is those who are
able and willing to learn, and who are in a situ-
ation to induce others to follow their example,
If any be excluded, it is those who used to come
to obtain food, not for the mind, but for the body,
and who were too poor to be able to pursue their
studies in after life.  So long as we offer instruc-
tion only, we may be sure that none but willing
students will attend; but if we offer money in
addition to instruction, it becomes impossible to

F5
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say for the sake of which they atterel.  These
bounties on learning are the worst of bounties;
they draw to a particular line a greater number
of persons than that line would, without artificial
encouragement, attract, or than the state of society
requires. They also paralyze exertion. A person
whe does not want to learn a partienlar lasguage
or sclence is tempted to commence the stndy by
the stipend; as soon as he has got the stipend
e has no motive for zealously prosecuting the
study.  Sluggishness, medioerity, absence of spi-
rited exertion, and resistanee to all improvenen
are the natural growth of this system,

It is also of partienlar importance in such a
country as India, and on sueh o subject as populur
education, that the government should have some
certain test of the wishes of its subjects.  As long
as stipends were allowed, students would of course
have been forthcoming. Now the people must
decide for themselves. Every facility is given, but
no bribes; and if more avail themsclves of one
kind of instruction than of ansther, we may be
sure that it is because such is the real bent of the
public mind. But for the abolition of stipunids,
false systems might have been persevered in from
generation to generation, which, with an appear-
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ance of popularity, would really have been pre-
served from falling into disuse only by the patron-
age of government.

The result of the experiment has been most
satisfactory, Formerly we kept needy boys in
pay, to train them up to be bigoted maulavees
and pundits; now maultitudes of the upper and
middle classes flock to ouwr seminaries to learn,
without fee or reward, all that English literature
can teach them. 'The practice of giving stipends
o students was part of the general system by
which learning was eonfined to particular castes;
this monopoly has now been broken down, and
all are invited to attend who are really anxious to
learn. Where formerly we paid both teachers
and students, we now only pay the teachers; and
our means of extending our operations have heen
proportionably increased ; yet, so great iz the de-
mand for teachers, that if we could only increase
their number at will, we might have almost any
number of students.

It is constantly urged by the advocates of
oriental learning that the result of all our efforts
will only be to extend a smattering of English
throughout India, and that the question is be-
iween a profound knowledge of Sanskrit and
Arabic literature on the one side, and a super-

¥ 6
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ficial knowledge of the rudiments of English ou
the other,

Nothing can be more groundless than this
assumption. The medical pupils who were de-
clared by Mr. Prinsep to have passed as good an
examination for the time they bad attended fee-
tures as any class of pupils in Europe, acquired
their  knowledge entirdly from English bocks
and lectures delivered in English. Neither were
these picked boys; they principally eame from
Mr. Hare's preparatory scheol, and from the second
and third classes of the Mindu colloge, and they
were therefore below the standard of those who
go through the whole cowrse of instruction at our
principal seminaries.

In their report published in 1831 the com-
mittee, speaking of the Hindu college, observe:
%The consequence has surpassed expeclation; a
command of the English language and a famili-
arity with its literature and science have been
acquired to an extent rarely cqualled by any
scheols in Europe.” *  Such having been the re-
sult at the Hindu college, what is there to pre-
vent ocur being equally successful in the ‘more
recently established seminaries? The same class

* The whole extract will be found at page 8.
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of youth have to be instructed; the same desire
exists on the part of the committee to give them
a really good edncation; we have the same means
at our disposal for accompiishing that object. A
single show institution at the capital, to be always
exhibited and appealed to as a proof of their zeal
in the cause ofliberal education, might answer very
well, as far as the committee themselves are con-
cerned; but what are the people of the interior to
do, to whom this education would be equally use-
ful, and who are equally capable of profiting by-
it? For their sake the committee have now
established many Hindu colleges.

English is a much easier language than either
Arabic or Sanskrit. “ The study of Sanskrit
grammar,” Mr. Adam observes, “ occupies about
seven years, lexicology about twe, literature about
ten, law abont ten, logic about thirteen, and my-
thology about four.” The course of study fixed
for the Sanskrit college at Calcutta by Professor
Wilson embraces iwelve years, the first six of
which are spent in learning grammar and compo-
sition; besides which, the boys are expected to
know something of grammar before they are ad-
mitted. In three years boys of ordinary abilities
get such a command of the English language as
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to be able to acquire every sort of information by
means of it. The Sanskrit is altogether a dead
language. The Arabic is not spoken in India
The English is both a living and a spoken lan-
guage* The Brabminical and Moslem systems
belong to hygonc days; a large portion of them
has become obsolete;  still larger & only faintly
reflected in the habits of the people. The asso-
ciations eonneeted with the new learning, on the
other hand, ave gaining ground cvery day. The
English government is established; Fnglish prin-
ciples and institutions are becoming funiliarized
to the native mind ; Eoglish words are extensively
adopted into the native languages; teachers, hooks,
and schools arc rapidly wultiplied; the improve-
ments in the art of edueation, the result of the
extraordinary degree ol attention which the subject
has reccived of late years in Englandd, are all applicd
to facilitate the study of Luglish i Incdia. In-
fant schools, which have lately been introduecd,
will enable native ehildren to acquire our lan-
guage, without any loss of time, as they lewrn 1o
speak. Nine years ago, when the first Lnglish

* The familiar wse of & living langunge is an slvantage which
the teachers of Latin and Greek, ay well ny those of Sunshrit and
Arabie, might cnvy,
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class was established in the upper provinces¥, a
few old fashioned English spelling books were with
difficulty procured from the neighbouring stations.
Nine years hence it is probable that an English
education will be every where move cheaply and
easily obtained than an Arabic or Sanskrit one.
Itis an error to anticipate the march of events,
but it is not less so to neglect to watch their pro-
gress, and to be perpetually judging the existing
state of things by a standard which is applicable
only to past times. « This, too, will acquire the
authority of time ; and what we now defend by pre-
cedents will itself be reckoned among precedents.”

Native children seem to have their faculties
developed sooner, and 1o be quicker and more
self-possessed than English children. Tven when
the language of instruction is English, the English
have no advantage over their native class-fellows.
As far as capability of acquiring knowledge is
concerned, the native mind leaves nothing to be
desived. The faculty of learning languages is
particularly powerful in it. It is unusual to find,
even in the literary eireles of the Continent,
foreigners who can express themselves in Inglish
with so much flueney and correctness as we find
in hundreds of the rising generation of Hindus.

* At Delni,
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Readiness in acquiring languages, which exists in
such a strong degree in children, seems to exist
also in nations which are still rising to manhood.
No people speak foreign languages like the Russians
and Hindus, Such nations are going through a
course of imitation, and those qualities of mind
upon which their success depends seem to be pro-
portionabiy developed.

When we go beyond this polnt to the higher
and more original powers of the mind, judgment,
reflection, and invention, it is not so easy to pro-
nounce an opinion. It has been said, that native
vouth fall behind at the age at which these fa-
colties begin most to develope themselves in Eng-
lishmen, But this is the age when the young
Englishman generally commences ancther and
far more valuable education, consisting in the pre-
paration for, and practice of some profession re-
quiring severe application of mind; when he has
the highest honours and emoluments opened to
his view as the reward of his exertions, and when
he begins to profit by his daily intercourse with a
cultivated intellectual, and moral society. In-
stead of this, the native youth falls back on the
ignorant and depraved mass of his countrymen ;
and, till lately, so far from being stimulated to
further efforts, he was obliged to ask himself for
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what end he had hitherto laboured, Every avénue
to distinction was shut against him; and his acquire-
ments served only to meanifest the full extent of his
degraded position. The best test of what they
can do, is what they have done. Their ponderous
and elaborate graminatical systems, their wonder-
fully subtle metaphysical disquisitions, show them
to have a German perseverance and Greek acute-
ness; and they certainly have not failed in poetical
composition.  'What may we not expeet from these
powers of mind, invigorated by the cultivation of
true science, and directed towards worthy objects !
The English, like the Hindus, once wasted their
strength on the recondite parts of school learning.
All that we can say with certainty is, that the
Hindus are excellent students, and have learned
well up to the point to which their instructors
have as yet conducted them. A new career is now
opened to them: the stores of European know-
ledge have been placed at their disposal: a cul-
"vated society of their own is growing up: their
activity is stimulated by the prospect of honourable
and lucrative employment. It will be seen what
the next fifty years will bring forth.
To return to the point from which I have di-
gressed; it s true, that a smattering of English
formerly prevailed to aconsiderable extent, without
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any beneficial result; and that English acquire-
ments were held in great contempt. The go-
vernment then encouraged 1othing but Oriental
learning; and English, iustead of being eulti-
vated as a literary and scientific language, was
abandoned to meuial servants and dependents, who
hoped by means of it to make n profit of the ig-
norance of their masters. It was first reseucd from
this state of degradation by Lord Willinm Bentinek
who made it the language of diplomatic correspond-
ence. It was afterwards publicly recognised us
the most convenient channel, through which the
upper and middle classes of the natives could ob-
tain access to the kmowledge of the West; and
many very good seminavies were established, to
enable them to aequire it The prejudice against
English has now disappeared, and o know it, has
become a distivetion to which people of &l elasses
aspire. There canbeno doubt therefore of o vow
being able to make a deep and pernznent impres-
sion on the Hindu nation throngh this medimm,
if sufficient means of instruction are provided,
Anotherargument urged for teaching Arabie and
Sanskrit is, that they are absolutely necessary for

* Translations are sent, with the Governora General's fetfoers, to

the native princes, when there is any doubt as to their bring un-
derstood.
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the improvement of the vernacular dialeets. The
latter, it is said, are utterly incapable of represent-
ing European ideas; and the natives must therefore
have recourse to the congenial, accessible, and in-
exhaustible stores of their classical languages. To
adopt English phraseology would be grotesque
patchwork ; and the condemnation of the classical
languages to oblivion, would consign the dialects
to utter helplessness and irretrievable barbarism.
The experience both of the East and West de-
monstrates, that the difficulty which this argument
supposes never can exist. If the national lan-
guage can easily express any new idea which is
introduced from abroad, a native term {s usually
adopted. But, if not, the ward, as well as the
meaning, are imported together from the same
fountain of supply. This is the ordinary process;
but the supply of words is not always limited to
the strict measure of our wants, Languages are
amplified and refined by scholars, who naturally
introduce the foreign words with which their minds
are charged, and which, from their being in the
habit of using them, appear to them to be more
expressive than any other. Hence that wealth
of words, that choice of verbal signs,—some of do-
mestic and others of foreign origin ; some borrowed
from cognate, and others from radically different
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sources,—which characterises the languages of the
modern civilised nations. The naturalisation of
foreign knowledge is, no doubt, a task of some
difficulty; but history proves that as fast as it can
be introduced, words are found in more than sef-
ficient abundance to explain it to the people, with-
out any special provision being necessary for that
purpose, The greater effort involves the less; and
this Is the first time any body ever thought of se-
parating them.

Take our own language as an egample. Saxon
isthe ground-work of it; Norman- French was first
largely infused into it: then Latin and Greek,
on the revival of letters; and,last of all, a few
words from other modern languages. Each of these
has blended harmoniously with the rest; and the
whole together has become one of the most powerful,
precise, and copious languages in the world, Yet
Latin, and Greek, and French are only very dis-
tantly refated to the Saxon. It is curious that our
own language, which we know to be so consistent
and harmonicus, had formerly the same reproach
of incongruity cast on it. Klopstock called it an
ignoble and barbarous mixture of jarring mate-
rials; to which Schlegel justly replied, that al-
though English is compounded of different lan-
guages, they have been completely fused into one
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and that no Englishman ordinarily thinks of the
pedigree of the words which he uses, or is in the
least offended by the difference in their origin.
The same may be said, more or less, of all the
modern European languages. If Bengalee and
Hindusthanee ever become as well fitted for every
purpose of literature and science as English and
French, no person will have reason to complain of
the process by which this may have been effected.

A similar process has been gone through in
India. Sanskrit itself was engrafted by a race of
conquerors on the national languages, and very evi-
dent traces of its Incongruity with them exist in the
south of India*, and in various hilly tracts, The
Mahommedan invaders afterwards introduced a
profusion of Arabic and Persian, and a few Turk-
ish words. The Portuguese contributed the naval
vocabulary and many other words, which are now
s0 blended with the vernacular dialects as not to be
distinguishable by the natives from words of ancient
Indian origin. And, lastly, numerous English
words have been already naturalised, and others
are daily becoming so through the medium of our
¢ivil and military systems, of our national customs

* The languages of the Peninsuls, south of the districts in
which Mahratta is commonly spoken, derive more than balf their
words from sources entirely independent of the Sanskrit.
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and institutions, and, above all, of our literature
and selence, whicl are now extensively cultivated
by the rising generation, Of these auxiliary Jan-
guages, the ancient unadulicrated Persian is closely
allied to the Sanskrit; but Arabic, with which Pere
sian has been eompletely saturated sinee the con-
quest of Persia by the Arabians”, is as unlike
Sanskrit as it {s possible for ene language to be
unlike another, The Sanskrit delights in com-
pounds: the Arabic abhors the composition of
words, and expresses complex ideas by cireumlo-
cution. The Sanskrit verbal roots are almost uni-
versally biliteral: the Arabic roets are as univer-
sally triliteral.  They Lave scarcely a single word
in common.  They are written in epposite diree-
tions ;~Sanskrit, from loft to right; Arabic, from
right to Jeft.  “In whatever light we view them,”
observes Sir William Jones, “they scem totally
distinet ; and must Lave been invented by two
different races of men”  Portuguese and English,
on the other hand, throngh their close connection

& Arabic hag boen cxtensively introduced iute the Tadinn ver.
nacular Janguages, both mediatddy through Persian aud imne-
diately from Arabic Jiterature. The complete union of the Arabie
with theancient Persian fanguage, isas mueli a proof thiat the most
uncongenial Tanguages will readily amalgamete oy its mnjon with
the Indian dialects.
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with Latin and Greek, have a great deal in com-
mon with Sanskrit,

In the face of these factsit is gravely asserted to
be “indispensably necessary”* to cultivate congenial
classical languages, 1n order to enrich and embellish
the popular Indian dialects. Then, with a strange
inconsisteney, it is proposed to cultivate, for this
purpose, as being a congental language, the Arabie,
which is the most radically different from the In-
dian dialects of any language that could be named ;
and, lastly, the English language, which has a
distant affinity to those dialects, through the Sazon,
and a very near connection with them through
the Latin and Greek, is rejected as uncongental.

When we once go beyond the limits of the po-
pular vocabulary, Sanskrit, Arabie, and English
ave equally new to the people. They have a word
to learn which they did not know before; and it is

* Tf the supposed necessity really existed, our language must have
Deen first improved by the cultivation of Anglo-Saxen philolagy,
instead of Norman-French; the fathers of English literature
must have coined words from the Teutonic dialects, to express the
thoughts of the Greek, Roman, and Italian authors; our vacabu-
Taries of war, cockery, and dress-making, instead of being unaltered
French, must first have been filtered through a German medium ;
and in Endia, every idea which bas Ween adopied from the religion,
the lcarning, and the jurisprudence of the Arabians, must have
been translated into good Sanskrit before it could have been aa-
turalised.
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as easy for them to Jearn an English as a Sanskrit
word.  Numerons Arabic, English, and Portu-
guese terms have thus become househiold words in
India, the Sanskrit synonymes of which are utterly
unknown to the people. The first form part and
parcel of the popular language: the last have no
existence heyond the Shasters and the memories
of a few hundred Pundits who are conversant
with those cld records. A gentleman, holding of-
fice in India, lately attempted to reduce to practice
the theory now under consideration. In his offi-
cial communications to the neighbouring courts,
every word not of Sanskrit origin was carcfully
expunged, and a pure Sanskrit word was substi-
tuted for it. Thos Sungrokut was thrust in che
place of Collector, Sunkluk of Number, Adkwesh of
Hulm, Bhoomadhikaree of Zemeendar ; and so on.
The consequence was, that his communications
were unintelligible to the persons to whom they
were addressed ; and it would have been better if
they had been in Persian, from which we had atthat
time just escaped, than in such alearned jargon.
Asitis therefore a matter of indifference from
what source the vocabulary is derived, while it is
admitted that English must be cultivated for the
sake of the knowledge which it contains, will it not
be advisable to make English serve both these
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purposes; to draw upon it for words as well as
ideas; to concentrate the national energies on this
single point? Otherwise it will be necessary for
the same persons to make themselves good Eng-
lish scholars, in order that they may learn che-
mistry, geology, or mechanies; and good Sanskrit
scholars, in order that they may get names to ap-
ply to what they have learned. Our main object
is, to raise up a class of persons who will make the
learning of Europe intelligible to the people of
Asia in their own languages. _An enlarged and
accurate knowledge of the systems they will have
to explain, such as can be derived only from along
course of study, will, at any rate, be necessary to
qualify them for this important task.  Bat, if they
will then have to begin again, and to devote nine
years more to the study of Sanskrit philology, we
might as well atonce abandon theastempt. Neither
would it be possible for one set of persons to pro-
vide learning, and another words; and for every
lecturer or writer on Kuropean subjects always
to have his philologer at his elbow, to supply him
with Sanskrit terms as they are required. Uniil
the duration of human e is doubled, and means
are found to maintain the literary class through
twice the longest period now allotted to education,
such complicated and cumbrous schemes of na-
G
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v

tional improvement will be impracticable: and
even if they were practicable, they would be
nseless.  When the people have to learn a new
word, it is of no consequence whether they learn at
Sanskrit or an English one; and all the time spent
in learning Sanskrit would therefore be downright
waste,

After a language has once assumed a fixed cha-
racter, the unnecessary introduction of new words
is, no doubt, offensive to good taste. But in Ben-
galee and Hindusthanee nothing is fixed ; every
thing is yet to be done, and a new literature has
to be formed, almost from the very foundation.
The established associations, which are liable to
be outraged by the obtrusion of strange words,
have therefore no existence in this case, Sueh
refinement is the last stage in the progress of
improvement. It is the very luxury of lan-
guage; and to speak of the delicate sensibility
of a Bengalee or Hindusthanee being offended
by the introduction of new words to express new
idess, is to transfer to a poor and unformed tongue
the feelings which are connected only with a
rich and cultivated one. It will be time enough
after their scientific vocabulary is settled, and they
have masterpieces of their own, to think of keeping
their language pure. When they have a native
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Milton or Shakspeare, they wiil not require us to
guide them in this respect.

All we have to do is to impregnate the national
mind with knowledge. The first depositaries of
this knowledge will have a strong personal in-
terest in making themselves intelligible, They will
speak to, and write for, their countrymen, with
whose habits of mind and extent of information
they will be far better acquainted thar it is pos-
sible for us to be. They will be able to meet each
case as it arises far more effectually than it can be
done by laying down general rules before-hand.
Those who write for the educated classes will
freely avail themselves of English scientific terms.
Those who write for the people will seek out popu-
lar explanations of many of those terms at a
sacrifice of precision and accuracy. By degrees,
some will drop out of use, while others will retain
their place in the national language. Our own
language went through this process. After a pro-
fuse and often pedantic use of Latin and Greek
words by our earlier writers, owr vocabulary
settled down nearly in its present form, being com-
posed of words partly of indigenous, and partly of
foreign, origin, to which oceasional additions are
stifl made, as they are vequired, from both sources.
The only safe general rule which can be laid down

G 2
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on this subject, is to use the word which happens
at the time to be the most intelligible, from what-
ever language it may be derived, and to leave it to
be determined by experience whether that or some
other ought to be finally adopted. ‘
I English is to be the language of education in
India, it follows, as a matter of course, that it will
be the scientific language also, and that terms will
be borrowed from it to express those ideas for which
no appropriate symbels exist in the popular dia-
lects. The educated class, through whom Euro-
pean knowledge will reach the people, will be
familiar with English. They will adopt the En-
glish words with which' they are already aec-
quainted, and will be clear gainers by it, while
others will pot be losers. The introduction of
English words into the vernacular dialects will
gradually diminish the distance between the sci-
entific and popular language. It will become
easier for the unlearned to acquire English, and
for the learned te cultivate and improve the ver-
nacular dialects. The languages of India will be
assimilated to the langnages of Europe, as far as
the arts and sciences and general literature are
coneerned; and mutnal interecurse and the in-
_troduction of further improvements will thus be
facilitated. And, above all, the vernacular dia-
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lects of India will, by the same process, be united
among themselves. This diversity of language is
one of the greatest existing obstacles to improve-
ment in India. But when English shall every
where be established as the langnage of education,
when the vernacular literature shall every where
be formed from materials drawn from this source,
and according to models furnished by this proto-
type, a strong tendency to assimilation will be cve-
ated. Both the matter and the manner will be
the same. Saturated from the same source, recast
in the same mould, with a common science, a com-
mon standard of taste, & common nomenclature,
the national languages, as well as the national cha-
racter, will be consolidated ; the scientific and lite-
rary acquisitions of each portion of the commuonity
will be at once thrown into a common stock for the
general good 5 and we shallleave an urited and en-
lightened nation, where we found a people broken up
into sections, distracted by the system of caste, even
in the bosom of each separate society, and depressed
by literary systems, devised much more with a view
to check the progress, than to promote the advance,
of the human mind. No particular effort is required
to bring about these results. They will take place
in the natural course of things by the extension of
English education, just as the inhabitants of the
G 3
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greater part of Europe were melted down into one
people by the prevalence of the Roman language
and arts. Al that is required is, that we should
not laboriously interpose an obstacle to the pro-
gress of this desirable change by the forced cul-
tivation of the Sanskrit and Arabic languages.

The argument we have been considering is the
last hold of the oriental party. TForced to admit
that Sanskrit and Arabic are not worth teaching
for the knowledge they contain, they would obtain
a reprieve for them on the ground that their voea-
bularies are required to patch up the vernacular-
dizlects for the reception of Western kpow-
ledge. Discarded as masters, they are to be re-
tained as servaunts to another and a better system.
Their spirit has fled, but their carcase must be
preserved to supply the supposed deficiencies, and
w0 impair the real energies, of the system which is
growing up in their place.

But, specious as the argument is, I should not
have dwelt on it so long, if it had not been closely
connected with a most pernicious ervor. The fime
of the people of India has hitherto been wasted in
learning languages as distinguished from know-
ledge — mere words as distingnished from things
— to an extent almost inconceivable to Europeans.
This has been in a great measure unavoidable.
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The Mahommedan legal system was locked up in
Arabic; the Hindu in Sanskrit; Persian was
the language of official proceedings; English that
of liberal edvcation and of a great part of our
judicial and revenue system —all of these being
independent of the common colioguial languages.
If, therefore, a person learned only one foreign or
dead language, it was impossible for him to qualify
himself to take an efficient part in public business.
If be learned several, his best years were wasted
in the znprofitable task of studying grammar and
comumitting vocabularies to memory. Persons
were considered learned in proportion to the
number of languages they knew ; and men, empty
of true knowledge and genius, acquired great
reputations, merely because they were full of
words. As great a waste of human time and Ja-
bour took place in India under thisstate of things,
as is caused in China by their pecuiiar system of
writing. In cne country, life was exhansted in
learning the signs of words, and in the other in
learning words themselves.

At first we gave decided encouragement to this
false direction of the national taste. Our own at-
tention was turned the same way, Oriental philo-
logy had taken the place of almost every other
pursuit among our Indian literary wen. The sur-

¢ 4
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prising copiousness, the complicated mechanism
of the Samskrit and Arabic languages were
spoken of as if Janguages were an end to be at-
tained, instead of a means for attaining an end,
and were deserving of being studied by all sorts
of people without any reference to the amount
or kind of knowledge which they contain. All the
concurrent systems were liberally patronised by
the government, and the praises and emoluments
lavished on great Avabic and Sanskrit scholars,
were shared by natives as well as Euoropeans.

By degrees, however, & more wholesome state
of things began to prevail. The government
ceased to give indiscriminate support to every lite-
rary system, without reference to its real merits.
Persian is ceasing to be the language of business.
The study of Arabic and Sanskrit will soenbe ren-
dered superfluous by the inestimable hoon which is

being prepared for the people, of a complete body
of law in their own language. By these changes
an incalculable saving of human labour will be
effected. The best literary, scientifie, and profes-
sional education will be obtained at the expense of
learning = single foreign language: and the years
which were before painfully spent in breaking the
shell of knowledge, will be employed in devouring
the kernel.
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But if it be really troe that the cultivation of
the ancient classical languages is necessary to
qualify the popular dialects for the reception
of European knowledge, the progress of ihis
salntary change must be arrested in the midst;
the intellect of the country must be rechained to
the heavy burden which has, for so many ages,
prevented it from standing upright; and a pur-
suit which absorbs the time of the literary class, to
the exclusion of those studies which can alone
enable them to regenerate their country, must be
indefinitely persevered in. It is true that neither
the law, nor the administration of it, nor the
established system of public instruetion, any longer
require this enormous sacrifice. But the phi-
lological system lately propounded by the advo-
cates of Oriental edueation does require it.  Sich
is the expense at which this theory is to be main-
tained. If croves, instead of lacs of rupees, had
been spent in founding Sanskrit colleges and print-
ing Sanskrit books, it would have been as nothing
compared with this. The mental and meral en-
ergies of India are to be kept for ages in a state of
worse than Igyptian bondage, in order that the
vernacular dialects may be impraved from can-
genial, instead of from uwneongenial, sources. The
ordinary terms on which the God of wisdom has

g b
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accorded knowledge to his creatures are thought
too easy; and new and hitherto unheard-of condi-
tions * are to be imposed, of such a natnre as must
effectually prevent the monopoly of learning,
hitherto maintained in the East, from being broken
in npon by the rapid diffusion of English educa-
tion.

Another argument used by the Oriental party
is, that little real progress can be made until the
iearned classes in India are enlisted in the canse
of diffusing sound knowledge, and that one able
Pundit or Maulavee, who should add English to
Sanskrit or Arabie, who should be led to expose
the absurdities and errors of his own systems, and
advocate the adoption of European knowledge and
principles, would work a greater revolution in the
minds of his unlettered countrymen than would
resuit from their profieiency in English alone.”

* The natives themselves have noidea of this alleged depend-
ence of the vernacular languages upon the Sanskrit, 3fr. Adam
ohserves, at page 77 of bis last report, *“ There is no connection be-
tween the Bengalee and Sanskrit schoals of Bengal, or between
the Hindee and Sanskrit schools of Behar: the teachers, scholars,
aud instruction of the commoa schools are totally different from
thote of the schools of learning, the teachers and scholars being
drawn from different classes of society, and the instruction directed
to different objects. But this vemark does not apply to the
Persian and Arabic sehools, which are intimately connected, and

which almeost inperceptibly pass into each other;” and to the
same effect 2t greater length at page 59,
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The first objection to this plan of reform is,
that it is impracticable. An able Pundit or Mau-
lavee can be formed only by a long course of. in-
struction, extending far into the years of manhood.
It is then too Jate to begin a new training in Eu-
ropean literature and science, and even if it were not
too late, they would have no inclination for the task.
Their interest, their affections, their prejudices,
their pride, their religious feelings are all pre-en-
gdged in behalf of the systems under the influence
of which they have grown up, and by which their
minds have been formed. Their time of change
is in every respect gone by. Although the system
of education advocated by the criental party bad
a fair trial of upwards of ten years, no teacher of
this description was produced, nor was there ever
any appearance of one. A few Maulavees and
Pundits may, to please us, have acquired a super-
ficlal knowledge of a few of the most obvious parts
of the European systems of geography and astro-
nomy, but none of them showed any disposition
to preach a crusade against the systems under
which they had been brought up, and to which
they were still as nmech attached as any of their
class.

The next objection to this scheme is, that even
if it were practicable, it is quite unnecessary. The

G 6



132 ON THE EDUCATION OF

object for which it is proposed to raise up teachers
endowed with such rare qualifications, has been
already accomplished. A revolution has already
taken place in men’s minds, not only among the
unlettered, but what is of far more consequence,
among the middle and upper classes, whose pro-
perty, activity, and influence will secure the
further extension, and the permanence of the
change. The people are greedy for European
knowledge, and erowd to our seminaries in greater
numbers than we can teach them. What more do
we want? Where would have been the wis-
dom of entertaining the 1,200 English students
who besieged the doors of the Hooghly College
with lectures on the absurdities of the Pooranic
system of the earth? They already fully ad-
mitted the superiority of our system, and came
on purpase to be instructed in it; and so it is
with thousands of youth in every part of the
Bengal provinees.

It isin vain to direct our instructions to those
whose habits of mind are identified with the old
system, and whose reputation and subsistence de-
pend on its continvance. If Luther had addressed
the Roman Catholic clergy, and Bacon the school-
men, instead of the rising generation, and all who
were not strongly pre-engaged in behalf of any
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system, we should have missed our European Re-
formation, both of philesophy and religion.  Still
less ought we to propagate the very systems, which
it is our object to supplant, merely in the hope of
being able to ingraft some shoots of European
science upon them. DBacon did not educate
schoolmen, nor Luther Roman Catholic priests,
to become the instruments of their reforms. At
this rate we should bhave been ever learning, and
never able to come to a knowledge of the truch.
The barren tronk and branches would have
been always growing, while the exotic additions to
thiy uncongenial stock, having no root in them-
selves, would have produced no fruit, however
often they might have been renewed. NMeither is
it necessary or desirable to carry on war against
the old system by direci attacks upon it, or by
making offensive assertions of the superiority of
our own. The ordinary effect of controversy is to
excite hostility and bitterness of spirit. Ram Mo-
hun Roy, who comes nearer to the idea of the re-
formed teacher of the orientalists than any body
else who has appeared, was looked wpon as an
apostate by his party, and they were roused by his
attacks to organise a regular opposition to his views.

What we have to do is, not to dispute, but to
teach — not to prepossess the minds of the
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natives with false systems, and to keep onr good
mstruetion till it s too late to be of use, but to
get the starc of their prejudices by cducating
them, from the beginning, according to our own
views. We onght to cherish European lcurning,
which has already taken deep root and begun to
throw out vigorous shoots, leaving the trunk of
the old system to a natural and undisturbed de-
cay. . The rising generation will hecome  the
whole nation in the course of a few years. They
are all craving for instruction, and we may mould
their uncccupied and supple minds in any way
we please,

The ancient system of learning is so constituted
that while we have no assistance to vxpect, we
have, at the same tine, uo opposition to fear, from
its native professors.  According to the theory of
Hinduism, Law, Philosopby and Divinity, are
the peculiar inheritance of the Brahmins, while
the study of other branches of Lteratuve and
science is open to the inferlor cnstes. * But
practically,” Mr. Adam observes, * Brahmins
monopolise not only a part, but the whole, of
Sanskrit learning. In the two Behar districts,
both teachers and stadents, without a single ex-
ception belong to that caste, and the exceptions
in the Bengal districts are comparatively few.”
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"The Hindu system of Jearning is, in short, a close
monopoly, which has been established by the
Brahmins to secure their own pre-eminence. They
make no proselytes, because they wish to have no
rivals. Why therefore should we strive to extend
this system beyond the limits which the Brahmins
themselves wish? They have no notion of making
it popular: their object is to confine it within
the limits of the sacerdotal class. We, on the
contrary, for a long time acted as if we desired
to inundate the whole country with it. All the
Brahming aim at is, not to be interfered with in
the exclusive enjoyment of their peculiar Jearn-
ing. The education of the mass of the people
does not enter into their views: this great field is
totally unoceupied; and we may establish on it
our own machinery of public instruction, without
clashing with any other interest.

Our plan is based on exactly opposite prin-
ciples from that of the Brahmins. Our object is
to promote the extension®, not the monopoly of

* The diffusive spirit of European learning is strikingly exem-
plificd inthe young men who are educated at our institutions.
To convince others of the superiority of European knowledge,
and to communieate that knowledge to them, is evidently re-
garded both as a duty and pleasure by them. It is a matter of
course with them : their letters are full of it. Those who are rich
establish, or aid in the establishment of sehools: those who are
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Jearning; to rouse the wind and clevate the
gharacter of the whole people, not to keep them
in a state of slavish sulmiission to a partieular
sect.  The Tuity, the great body of the middle
and upper elasses of native society, are now, for
the first time, invited to enjoy e benefits of a
liberal education.  The key of knowledge las
been restored o them 5 and they have heen com-
pensated for their long exclusion, by laving
opened to thew fields of seicnee widh which the

peur often devote their leisure hours to giving gratuitony instroe-
i ;—they ull aid in the good work to the extent of theiv ability.
There may be something of the zeul of new converts e this, and
of a desirr Lo kecure their ewn footing by inereasing the mmber
of the fullewers of the pew lomwming: but, wlidever may be the
motive, the practice shows 1let Sankrit and Eiglish liternture
inspire pxactly opposite views of velitive duty 3 mud that while one
is emincatly sebfish and exeluddve, the other is enevolent and dif-
fusive in its tendeney. 1 beliowe Ahat, in the great wnjurity of
instances, the educnted natives are actusted In promsing  the
spread of Eurepean learning by o sineere desire to lenelit their
countrymen, by communiesting Lo them that from whick they
have themselves derived so meh pleasure and advastoge.  The
same cluss of persens are distinguished by their Liberal suppore of
the public charities at Caleutta,~u doty inowhicl the native gon-
tiemen whe have been browght up ander the old system wisernbly
fail.  We shall not be surprised at this, whens we reeallet that our
Titerature is doeply Imprognated with the spirit of our Teachoem
religlon ; and that even the modern philosophy, which rejocts re-
liglon, or professes to supply wotives of action independent of 3,

has for its avowed oljeet the amclioration of the condition of the
mass of mavkind,
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learning of the Brahmins is not to be compared.
Wealth, numbers, influence, are on their side.
The movement is becoming more and more
irresistible; and the power of divecting the public
mind is passing from those who have exercised it
for the last two thousand years to an entirely new
set of men.

Although the knowledge of Sanskrit is con-
fined 1o the Brahminical caste, the Brahmins are
by no means practically limited to a studious
and religions life: the majority of them, per-
haps, get their subsistence by secular pursuits.
The number of persons, therefore, devoted to the
study of Sanskeit is surprisingly small when it
is closely examined: the number of those who
study Arabic is still smaller. The following
table, extracted from Mr., Adam’s report, shows
the actual number of teachers and students of
those Janguages, in five of the principal districts of
Bengal and Bebar: —

[ 1 AR ABIC. i SANSKERIT,

1

& |Tez1.chers. i Studcnts.!'].'uachcrs. - Students.

i | !

. | .
Moorshedabad oot 2 |7 24 = 15% |
Beerbboom,., 2 5 86 393 |
Burdwan . 12 5 190 1858
South Dehar 12 62 27 437

; Tiehioot cearer evevnnns & 26 56 | 214

i Total,.| 44 | 158 | 355 ° 2555
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These facts are in the highest degree encour-
aging. In the single town of Hooghly there are
as many boys receiving o good Euglish edueation
as the largest number of Sanskrit and Arabic
students in any one of the districts reported on
by Mr. Adam. Tn the other four districts, the
Oriental students do not  exceed the average
number of English scholars in those distriets, in
which onr means of instruction liave been tole-
rably organised. At Caleutts, where there are at
least 6,000 boys learning English, the preposn-
derance must be overwhelming on the side of
European literature.  1f such be the relative posi-
tion of Eastern and Western learning in Indin*,
while the latter i3 yet in its infwney, how will it be
when Eoglish education shall have approached its
maturity ?

Besides the 158 Arabic students, Mr. Adam
found 3,496 youths learning Persinn in the five
districts examined by him. But, although Arabic
and Persian literature is strictly Mabommedan,

* The number of persons who cultivate the learned Fasteen
languages, is certainty much smaller in the Western provinees
then in Bengal or Behar.  There may b o fow more Arabic
scholars in some of the principal tuwns; but Sanskrit is generally
keld in no esteemn, and is very little attended to.  Whaledistricts
might benamed in which it would be difficult to find an Arabie or
Sanskrit student.
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the majority of the scholars were Hindus;
“JIs this comparative large number of Hindu
scholars” Mr. Adam continues ¢ the effect of a
laudable desire tostudy a foreign literature placed
within their reach? Or s it the effect of an arti~
ficial stimulus? This may be judged by com-
paring the number of Hindu teachers and scholars
of Persian, which, until lately, was almest the ex-
clusive language of local administration, with that
of Hindu teachers and scholars of Arabie, which is
not called into use in the ordinary routine of go-
vernment. With regard to teachers; there is not a
single Hindu teacher of Arabic in the five dis-
tricts: all are Mussulmans. With regard to scho-
lars, there are only 9 Hindu to 149 Mussulman
students of Arabie, and consequently 2,087 Hindus
to 1,409 Mussulmans who are learning Persian.
The small comparative number of Arabic students
who are Hindus, and the Jarge comparative num-
ber of the Persian scholars of the same class seem
to admit of only one explanation; viz,, that the
study of DPersion has been unnaturally forced by the
practice of government ; and it seems probable, thut
even o considerable number of the Mussulmans who
learn Persian may be under the seme artificial influ-
ence.” 'This is another proof; that the tendency of
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our system has hitherto been to encourage nat
English but Mahomnedan learning.

Persian has now ceased to be the official lan-
guage; and, 23 it is not recommended by any other
consideration, the study of it must soon die out.
The inducement to learn Arabic will be greatly
diminished, if it will not be altogether annihilated
by the promulgation of a code.  Sauskrit will,
for the same reason, be cultivated by a smalier
number of persons than formerly; and the study
of it will be confined to those Brahmins who wish
to qualify themselves to be priests and astrologers.
Meanwhile the tide has set in strongly in favour of
English; and the popular inclination is seconded
by a system of public Instruction, which is daily
becoming more extended and better orgaunised : an
advantage which the old learning never had. The
Brahminical monopoly of knowledge is now re-
acting on those for whose benefit it was established;
and the national curiosity, which had for so many
ages been deprived of its natural gratificaiion, is
greedily availing itself of the new opening pre-
sented to it. If this disposition of the people be
only moderately gratified by the establishment so
proper means of instruction, we may ressonably
expect that ten years hence the number of person
studying English will be in the proportion of ten
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to one to those who will be studying the learned
Oriental languages.

Lastly; it is urged, that as we have succeeded
the native chiefs who were the natural patrons of
Indian learning, we are bound to give that aid to
Oriental scholars which they would have done
had they never been displaced by us.

To promote the spread of knowledge among
our subjects is undoubredly one of the most sacred
duties which has devoived on us as the ralers of
India: but I cannot admit the correctness of the
test by which the Oriental party would determine
the kind of knowledge to be taught, Is it meant
that we are bound to perpetuate the system
patronised by our predecessors, merely because
it was patronised by them, however little it
may be caleulated to promote the welfare of the
people? 1If it be so, the English rule would be
the greatest curse to India it is possible to con-
ceive. Left to themselves, the inherent rottenmess
of the native systems must, sooner or later, have
brought them to a close. But, according to this
view of the subject, the resources of European skill
are to employed in imparting to them a pew prinel-
ple of duration: knowledge is to be used to perpetu-
ate ignorance — civilisation to perpetuate barba-
rism ; and the iron strength of the English Govern-
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ment to bind faster still the fetters which have so
long confined the native mind. This is a new view
of our obligations ; and, ifitbe a just one, it is to be
hoped that in pity to our subjeets we shall neglect
this branch of our duties. Fortunately for them,
we have not thought it incumbent on us to act on
this rule in other departments of administration.
We have not adopted into our system barbarous
penal enactments and oppressive modes of collect-
ing the revenue becaunse they bappened to be
favourites with our predecessors. The test of what
ought to be taught is, trath and utility. Our pre-
decessors consulted the welfare of thetr subjects to
the best of their information: we are bound to
do the same by ours. We cannot divest our-
selves of this responsibility: the light of European
knowledge, and the diffusive spirit of European
benevolence give us advantages which our pre-
decessors did not possess. A new class of Indian
scholars is rising under our rnle, more numerous
and better instructed than those who went before
them; and, above all, plans are in progress for
enlightening the great body of the peaple as far as
their leisure will permit — an undertaking which
never entered into the imagination of any of the
former rulers of India.
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CHAP. V.

Proofs that the Time has arvived for taking up the
Question of National Education— The Disuse of the
Persian Language— Themany important Bearings of
this Change.— The Codification of the Mahommedan
and Hindy Law,.— The increased Employment of the
Natives—The concurrence of all Classes of the Com-
maunity towards the Object.

Maxy circumstances indicate that the time has
arrived for taking up the question of Indian
national instruction in a way in which it has never
vet been taken up. Obstacles, which formerly
prevented the Government fromn taking decisive
steps, have disappeared: unexpected facilities
have come to light. The mind of India has taken
a new spring. Substitutes are required to fill up
the void created by the passing away of antiquated
systems. The people want instruction: the Go-
vernment wants well educated servants to fill the
responsible situations which have been opened to
the natives. Every thing concurs to prove that
¢his important subject ought no longer to be re-
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garded only as an amusement for the leisure hours
of benevolent persons. It must now be taken up
as a great public question, with that seriousness
and resolution fo make the necessary sacrifices
which the interests at stake require.

Tili lately the use of the Persian language in all
official proceedings bound down the educated
classes of the natives, in the Bengal and Agra pre-
sidencies, to the study of a thoroughly debasing and
worthless literature, and the effect was the exclusion
and degradation both of English and of the verna-
cular langnages. This spell has been dissolved : the
vernacular langnage has been substituted for the
Persian throughout the revenue department; and
the same measure isnow in progress in the judicial
department. The extraordinary ease and rapidity
with which this change was effected in the revenne
administration, proves that this event took place in
the fullness of time, and furnishes a happy prog-
nostic of future improvement. In Bengal, the Per-
slan language had disappeared from the collectors’
offices at the end of a month almost as completely as
if it had never been used. It melted away like snow.

This measure has so many important bearings
on the welfare of the people, and the character of
our government, that I shall be excused for mak-
ing a few remarks on it, although they will be
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only indirectly connected with my subject. A
very general opinion has prevailed for some years
past, that Persian ought to be discarded; but
there was not the same concurrence of sentiment
as to what Janguage cught to be substituted for it.
One party advocated the use of English, on the
ground, that it was of more importance that the
judges who had to decide a case should thoroughly
understand it, than the persons themselves who
were intevested in it: that if the European officers
used their own language in official proceedings,
they would be much more independent of
the pernicious influence of their administrative
officers; and that the general encouragement
which would be given to the study of English, by
its adoption as the official language, would give a
powerful impulse to the progress of native enlight-
enment. Some years ago this opinion was the
prevailing one among those who were favourable
to the plan of giving the natives a liberal European
education ; and it was even adopted by the Bengal
government, as will be seen by the extract at the
foot of the page®, from a letter from the secretary
in the Persian department, to the Committee of
Public Instruction, dated the 26th June, 1829.

* ¢t One of the most important questions conneeted with the
present discussion is, that of the natare and degree of encourage-

H
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Another party advocated the use of the verna-
cular language; and argued, that the substitution

ment to the study of the English language, which it is neces-
sary and desirable for the Government to hold out independently of
providing books, teachers, and the ordinary means of tuition.
Your Committee has observed, that unless English be made the
language of business, political negotiation, and jurisprudence, 1%
will not be universally or extensively studicd by our native sub-
jects.—Mr, Mackenzie, in the note anpnexed to your Repost, dated
the 8rd instant, urges strongly the expedicacy of a decluration by
Government, that the English will be eventually used as the lan-
guage of business; otherwise, with the majority of our scholars, he
thinks, that all we ¢do to encourage the acquisition must be
nogatory ;' and recommends, that it be immediately notified, that,
after the expiration of three years, a decided preftrence will be
given to candidates for office, who may add a knowledge of
English io other qualifieations,. The Delhi Committer bave also
advocated, with great force and earnestness, the expedieney of
rendering the English the language ¢f our IPublic Tribunals and
Correspondence, and the necessity of making kuown that such is
our eventual purpose, if we wish the study to be suecessfully and
extensively prosceuted.

“ Impressed with a deep eonviction of the importance of the sub-
ject,—and cordially disposed to promote the great object of
tmproving Indiz, by spreading ebroad the ligles of Furapean
knowledge, morals, and civilisation,~—bis Lordship in Couneil,
kas no hesitation in stating to your Commilter, and in anthorising
¥ou to announce to al} concerned in the superintendence of your
uative semivarics, that it is the wish and admitted paliey of the
British Government to Tender its own language gradually and
eventually the language of public business throughout the country ;
and that it will omit no epportunity of giving every rcasonable
and practicable degree of encouragement to the exceution ¢f this
project. At the same time, his Lordship in Counail, is not pre-
dared to come forward with any distinet and specific pledge as to
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of one foreign language for another was not what
was wanted ; that as fewer natives would know
English than Persian for some time to come, the

the period and manner of effecting so great a change in the system
of our internal economy ; mor is sucha pledge considered to be at
all indispensable to the gradual and cauvtiovs fulfilment of our
siews. It is canceived that, assuming the existence of that dis-
position to acquire 2 knowledge of English, which is declared in
the correspondence now before Government, and forms the ground-
work of cur present proceedings, a general assurance to the above
effect, combined with the arrangements in train for providing the
means of instruetion, will ensure our obtalning at no distant
period a certain, theugh limited, number of respectable mative
English scholars ; and more effectual and decisive measures may
be adopted hereafter, when a body of competent teachers shall have
been provided in the Upper Provinces, and the superiority of an
English education is more generally recognised and appreciated.

t¢ Asintimated, however, by the Delhi Committee, the use of the
English in our public correspondence with natives of distinction,
more especially in that which Is of a complimentary nature, would
in itself be an important demonstration in favour of the new
eoutse of study, as serving to indicate pretty clearly the futare
intentions of Government; and there appears to be no ebjection to
the immediate application of this incentive to a certain extent, and
under the requisite limitations. The expediency, indeed, of revising
the Governar General’s correspondence with the higher classes of
natives on the above prineiples, has before, more than onee, under-
goae discussion and consideration; and the Governor-general in
Council, deems the present a suitable ocoasion for resolving to
address the native chiefs and nobility of India in the English [en.
guage, {especially those residing in our own provifiees,) whenever
there is reason to believe, either that they have themselves acquired
2 knowledge of it, or have about them persons possessing that
knowledge, and generally in all instances where the adoption of the
new medium of corzespondence would be acceptable and agreeabls.”

H 2
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influence of the subordinate native officers would
be rather increased than diminished by the change ;
that if the Luropean officers were able to get
through their business without using the ver-
nacular language, they would natorally neglect
the study of it; and that, although the plan pro-
posed would give an artificial stimulus to the
study of English, it would condemn the vernacular
languages, the increased cultivation of which
was of still more importance, to continued ex-
clusion and eontemupt. To these another argu~
ment has been added by the course of events;
which is, that as by the late changes in the judi-
cial system every civil case may be decided in the
first instance by a native judge, the general intro-
duction of English as the official language would
be nearly impracticable.

Every body is now agreed in giving the pre-
ference to the vernacular language. It is a great
point gained for the cfficiency and popularity, and
consequently for the permanence of our rule, that
the European officers have now been placed in
such a position that they must make themselves
thoroughly scquainted with the Janguage which
the people themselves speak.* All other medija have

* The degree to which the European officers in Bengal are
ignorant of the popular language would hardly be credited.
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been discarded, and public officers cannot discharge
any of their duties unless they are familiar with it.
As candidates for civil employ in India will now
have only the vernacular language to attend to, the
preparatory course of instruction ought to be
lengthened and the examinations increased in
strictness ; and as, after they enter upon active life,
almost every thing they hear, and speak, and read
in the performance of their public duties, will be in
the popular language, they must soon acquire the
same, or nearly the same, facility of transacting
business in it as in English.

This great point having been gained, every
thing else will come out right. - Being now brought
into direct communication with the people, the
Luropean officers will be more independent of
their executive officers: they will see and-know

When 1 left Caleutta only one judge of the Sudder was believed
to know i¢; and perhaps now thereisnot ene. Every kind of judi-
cial business was transacted in Persian, which is a language very
unlike Bengalee ; and the evidence of parties in criminal proceed-
ings, which, by positive orders from the Court of Directors, ts taken
down in the language in which it is delivered, was, and perhaps
still is, translated from the vernacular language into Persian, on
the papers being submitted to the superior court. Publie officers in
the Upper Provinges were alwags acquainted with the vernacular
language; and mow that they have to transact business in it, they
will become more familiar with it than ever,

: ]
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more of the pecple, will take a greater interest
in their affairs, and will make their influence
more felt among them. The people, on the other
hand, will obtain a much better insight into what
is going on in the courts than it was possible for
them to do while the proceedings were conducted
in a foreign language. They will exercise a
greater check over the subordinate native officers.
They will be less in the hands of their own agents.
Justice will be better administered ; and the people
will have much more confidence in the adminis-
tration of it.  The field of selection for public em-~
ployment, instead of being confined, as heretofore,
1o those who were familiarly acquainted with the
Persian language, will be extended to every
educated person : entirely new classes of people
will be brought in to aid in the cheap and upright
administration of public affuirs: individuals who,
without any higher literary attainment than a
good knowledge of their own language, have ac-
quired in private life a character for ability and
integrity, and still more the young men who
have received at the public seminaries the best
education the country ean afford, will infuse new
life and new morality into the system. As learn-
has ceased to be monopolised by the Brahmins,
so public employment has ceased to be mona-
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polised by the class of people who are acquainted
with Persian.

Lastly; by this measure a great impulse will
be given to the study, not of Euglish only, or
of the vernacular language only, but both of
English and of the vernacular language. Those
natives who can afford to give their children a
liberal education, will not cease to do so because
it is no longer necessary to be aequainted with
Persian, They are fully aware that the hest edu-
cated persons generally succeed best in every pir-
suit of life; and in particular that they are ap-
pointed, in preference to others, to situations under
Government. The vernacular language does not
furnish the means of ¢btaining a liberal education :
English does so in a much higher degree than any
other language to which the natives of India have
access ; so much so, that the knowledge neces-
sary for the practice of some professions — those of
a Physician, a Surgeon, an Engineer, an Architect,
and a Surveyor, for instance, — can be acquired
through no other mediuna. These motives will
be more than sufficient to stimulate the middle
and upper classes of natives to the cultivation of
English. Their own languages, on the other hand,
have been relieved from the state of proscription
and contempt to which they had been for ages

H 4
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condemned. They have been erected into the
medivm for transacting nearly the whole of the
public business of the country, It will be an
object to all — hoth to those who look forward to
be employed in any situation under Government,
and to these whose concerns bring them into
connection with any public court or office —to
have a competent knowledge of these langunages.
Those who receive any education will Jearn to
read them. To write them with precision and
elegance will be an attainment coveted by the
most highly educated persons.

The changes which are taking place in the legal
system of the country is another cause of the move-
ment in native society. Buried under the obscu-
rity of Sanskrit and Arabic erudition, mixed up
with the dogmas of religion, and belonging to two
concurrent systems made up of the dieta of sages
of different ages and schools, the laws are at pre-
sent in the highest degree uncertain, redundant,
and contradictory. To obtain a moderate acquaint-
ance with either Mahommedan or Hindn law is
the work of a whole life, and is therefore the busi-
ness of a separate profession, with which the bar
and bench have nothing in common. The expo-
sitors of the law are the muftls and pundits ; men,
who deeply imbued with the spirit of the ancient
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learning to which they are devoted, live only in
past ages, and are engaged in a perpetuval struggle
to maintain the connection between the barbarism
of antiquity and the manners and opinions of the
present time. Their oracular responses are too
often the result of ignorance, pedantry, or corrup-
tion; but as they arve few in number, and have a
raonopoly of this kind of learning, it is almost im-
possible to convict them. The judges and bar-
risters, being exeluded by the anomalous state of
the legal system [rom the mysteries of their own
profession, ean exercise no control over them.
The people, who know no Jaw except what happens
from time to time to fall frow the lips of the mof~
tis and pundits, are still more helpless.  The inju-~
rious infleence of such a state of things as this, hoth
cn the administration of justice and on the general
advancement of the people in knowledge and civili-
sation, can be better coneeived than deseribed,
This fubric has been overthrown by the deci-
sion of the British Parliament, that a Commission
shonld be appointed to ascertain and digest the laws
of lndia. The alliance between bad law and false
religion has been dissolved ; and as the natives will
now be able to consider the eivil aud eriminal codes
ouly as they aflect their temporal welfare, the way
will be opened for the introduction of these fun-
H b
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damental changes in the frame-work of native so-
ciety which are essential to its complete regenera-
tion. The class of muftis and pundits, being no
longer required, will cease to exist; and those who
are learned in the law, and those who actually ad-
minister it, will for the future be the same persons.
Legal knowledge will pass from pedants and
antiquarians to persons who are engaged in the
business and sympathise with the feelings of the
present age. An improved bench and bar will
both ensure a certain and prompt administra-
tion of the law, and give that aid to general
improvement which may always be expected from
a highly cultivated body of men, whose profession
obliges them to be familiar with the interests, and
attentive to the favour of society.

This happy change, however, will be slowly and
imperfectly effected if it be not supported by cor-
responding arrangements in the department of

'public instruetion. The Xndian lawyers of the old
school, who fortunately are not numerous, will
be laid on the shelf on the promulgation of the new
cole. An emtirely new set must be trained to take
their place. *It will be as easy now to give instrue-
tion in law as in any other branch of knowledge.
Instead of an endless variety’of contradictory max-
jms, there will be one plain consistent body of law.
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Instead of legal knowledge being scattered through
several languages—two of which are among the
most difficult In the world—it will all be collected
in our own language and in that of cur native sub-
jects.*  The colleges established for giving instrue-
tion in Mahommedan and Hindu law, may now, in
perfect accordance with their original design, be
employed in educating enlightened men ; and the
plan of education at ali the other seminaries may
be so arranged, that to whatever extent we succeed
in improving the moral worth and cultivating the
intellect of our subjects, to that same extent we
shall provide materials for the pure and inteliigent
administracion of the law.

Another great change has of Jate years been

* The difficulties in the way of giving legal instruction at the
Government seminaries, which are now on the point of being re-
moved, were thus noticed by the Education Cemmittee, in their
report for 1835 - Law would gceupy the third place; but at
present this branch of instruction is attended with many difficul,
tes, atising from the number of conflicting systems of Jaw which
prevail in this eountry, and the varions languages in which they
are embodied. The labours of the Law Commissioners, will, we
hope, soon supply o condensed body of Anglo-Indian law, in the
Loglish and vernacular languages; and it will'then be proper to
sdopt mensures to procure quelified legal instfuctors for each of /
our more important seminaries. 'We conceive that great advan-
tages mustresult to the judicial administration from encouraging
the best edncated, who are also, we hope, the most moral and
upright of the native youth,, to seck employment in it.”

H 6
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made in our Indian administration, which ought
alone to excite us to corresponding exertions for
the education of the natives. The system esta-
blished by Lord Cornwallis was based upon the
principle of doing every thing by European agency.
Furopeans are, no doubt, superior to” the natives
in some of the most important qualities of adminis-
trators; but the public revenue did not admit of
the employment of a sufficient number of them.
The wheels of Government therefore soon became
clogged : more than half of the business of the
country remained unperformed ; and at last it be-
came necessary to abandon a plan, which, after a
fair trial, had completely broken down. The plan
which Lord William Bentinck substituted for it was,
to transact the public business by native agency,
under European superintendence ; and this change
is now in progress in all the different branches of
the administration. We have already native judges,
collectors, and opium and salt agents ; and it is now
proposed 1o have native magistrates, The native
collectors are often vested with the same powers as
the European collectors; and it has been lately
enacted, that all civil suits, of whatever amount,
may be tried in the first instance by the native
judges.

The success of this great measure depends en-
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tirely on the fitness of the natives for the exercise
of the new functions to which they have been
called, It is easier to dub a person collector or
magistrate, than to secure in him the possession
of the qualities which those offices require; and the
lowest imbectlity as well as the highest efficiency
may be found under the same official title. Mea-
sures have been adopted for educating native phy-
siclans ; and is it of less importance that native
judges should be professionally trained? Care is
taken that the young Englishmen destined to hold
office in India are properly instructed ; and is no
exertion necessary to secure integrity and mental
cultivation 1n the native service, which now forms
at Jeast as important a part of the general admi-
nistration as the European officers themselves?
When the comparative state of morals and educa-
tion in the classes from which the European and
native servants are respectively taken, is consider-
ed, it will appear that we could much better do
without the interference of the state with the pre-
vious training of the former than of the latter. The
native functionaries have acquitted themselves ex-
tremely well, considering the corrupt school to
which most of them belonged and the suddenness
with which they were called to the performance
of new and important duties; but enough instances
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of delinquency have occurred to prove, that the
country will not reap the full benefit of the change
that has been made, until we not only open prefer-
ment to the matives, but also furnish them with
the means by which they may merit that prefer-
ment, and Jearn how to use it; until we not enly
give them power, but also secure, by a previous
training, the existence of those qualities with the
aid of which alone power can be beneficially ex-
ercised.

The necessity of the case obliged us to begin at
the wrong end, and we cannot t0o soon supply the
deficieney. ‘The business of the country is now
done; but we must strive that it should be well
done. There is now a sufficient number of judyes
and collectors ; but we must endeavour to provide
a succession of honest and well instructed judges
and collectors. We want native functionaries of &
new stamp, trained in a new school; and adding
to the acuteness, patience, and intimate acquaint-
ance with the Janguage and manners of the peo-
ple which may always be expected in natives,
some degree of the enlightened views and inte-
grity of character which distinguish the European
officers, Our national interest and honour, our
duty to our subjects, and even justice to our na-
tive servants themselves, require this at our bhands.
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These, Liowever, are no new sentiments : they have
been repeatedly urged by the Court of Dircetors
on the Indian government; and econsidering how
deeply the success of our administration, not in
one only, but in all its different branches, is con-
cerned in the establishment of a system of public
instruction adequate to the existing wants of the
country, it may be hoped that the necessary funds
will s00n be placed at the disposal of the Governor-
general in Couneil.

But this part of the subject has another, and
perbaps & still more important aspeet.  The same
means whichwill sceure {or the Government 2 body
of intelligent and upright native servants, will sti-
mulate the mental aetivity, and improve the morals
of the people at large. The Government cannot
make public ewmployment the reward of distin-
guished merit, without encournging merit In all
who look forward to public employ: it canmet
open schools for educating its servants, without
diffusing koowledge among all classes of its
subjects. Those who take their notions from Eng-
land, or even from most of the Contineutal nations,
can have no conception what an iminensely power-
ful engine, either for good or ovil, an Asiatie go-
vernment is. In India, the Government is every-
thing. Nearly the whole rental of the country
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passes into its coffers. Its civil and military esta-
blishments are on the largest scale. The mercan~
tile, medical, sacerdotal, and other professions,
which absorb the greater part of our English youth
of the middle class, are either held in low esteent,
or are confined, at present, to particular castes;
and almost the only idea which a liberally educated
native has of rising in life, is by attaching himself
to the public service. The Government, therefore,
by the power which it possesses of stimulating and
directing the minds of those who look forward to
public employ, is able to stimulate and direct the
mind of the whole nation. The candidates for
situatious in the public service comprise the largest
and best portion of the educated class; and the
educated class always draws alter it the rest of the
people.

A plan has lately been suggested® to the Su~

* The Sudder Dewanee Adawlut, in their report for 1836,
strongly represented the necessity of securing a regular supply of
properly cducaiad young men for cmployment in the judicial de-
pattment ; and the Education Committee, to whom the subject was
referred, suggested the plan gbove described.  The remarks of the
Sudder Dewanece Adawlut, are as follows: —

“ The reports of the local authorities generally, however, speak
favourably of these two grades of native judges. Regarding the
moonsiffs, there appears to be a greater difference of opinion, but,
under experienced and efficient Judges, the Court entertain hopes
thut the moonsifls will be ultimately found to perform their duty
in u correct and satisfactory manner.
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preme Government, by the Education Committee,
by which this immensely important influence may

“ With a view, however, of intraducing a better edueated elass of
individuals into this office, the Court have directed me to state, that
they nre of opinion, that some well-considered system should be
immediately adopted by Government, for the purpose of securing
a regular suecession of doly qualified native judicial officers. No
peculigr acquirements ave at present looked for in a native Judge,
beysnd general good character, respectadility of family, and
a competent knowledge of the Persian and Bengalese lan-
guages.  No liberal or polite edueation, no legal acquirements,
ne kuowladge even of the general forms and rules of practice,
preseribed by the regulations of Government, is gencrally pessessed
by any candidate for eflice, save perhaps in the latter instance by
some few ingdividuals, who have Deen attached to the courts in
subordinate situations, as mohurrers, or moonshees, or vakeels,
atd who are, therefore, well acquainted with the general routine
of our proceedings.

“ Ay the readiest mode of improving the present system of no-
mination, the Court would suggest the appointment of a regular
professor, at all e Government Celleges, for the purpose of in-
structing the native youth in the laws and regulations of govern-
nent, and for cnabling the yeung men brought up at these insti-
tntions to qualify themselves for the judicial and revenue branches
of the public service. To each college possessing such a pro-
fossor, whether, indeed, supported by Government or otherwise,
and whether io Caleutta or at any eity in the interior, cne or two
moonsifihips and uncovenanted deputy collectorships might be
peesented as prizes every year, and these prizes should be bestowed
on any native youth, shove the age of twenty-five years, who
might be found duly qualified, on public cxamination, for the
situation; the name of the suecessful candidate should then be
placed on the records of this court, in order that he might be em-
ployed in Bengal or Behar, according to his parentage, direotly a
vaeaney occurred ; and in the mean time he should be obliged to
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be applied to the development of the mind and
morals of onr subjects, in the most cxtensive, effec-
tual, and unobjeetionable manner. It is proposed
that public examinations should be annualiy held
at each of the great towns in the Bengal and Agra
presidencics, by officers appoiuted to make the cir-
cuit of the country for that purpose; that these
examinations should be open to all comers, wher-
ever they may have been educated; that those
who acquit themselves well should be ranked ac-
cording to their merit; and that the list so ar-
ranged, together with the neecessary particulars
regarding the branches of knowledge in which
each persen distinguished himself, should be sent
to the neighbouring functionaries, to enable them
to G}l up from it the situations in their gift which

continue his legal studicx at the eollege, o wonthly personal
allowance of sixteen or twenty rupees being granted to him by
Governnzent for his support,. The Cowrt would further recom-
mend that the monthly snlaries of the moonsifly be fixed at
150 rupees.  The very Important dutics now conlided to the
native Judges undoubtedly renders the adoption of some system-
atie plan of education for these officers indispensably vecossury s and
the Court therefore beg to urge that these suggestions may receive
the carly eonsideration of Government.”

After this, the sholition of the use of Persion was resolved
on; aud the ouly real obstacle to the aceomplivhmnent of the wishes
of the Judges of the Sudder Dewanee wag thus rewoved,
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fall vacant. The European officers generallytakeso
little interest in the disposal of their patronage,
and are often so much at a loss for qualified can-
didates, that they would gladly avail themselves
of this mode of replenishing the lower grades of
the native service. After the young men had once
been appointed, their further progress would, of
course, depend upon their merits and length of
service,

This plan, it will be observed, rests on a much
wider basis than the Governwent seminaries. It
is intended to encourage and reward mental cuiti-
vation wherever it exists; and to engage in the
service of the country the best talent the country
can afford, withoutany reference to particular places
of education. The impulse, therefore, will be com-
municated to all alike. The boy from a public
school will be brought into competition with the boy
who has been educated in his father’s house. The
students from the Government collegeswill contend
with the young men brought up in the missionary
seminaries. The Hindus and Mahommedans will
vie with Christians of every denomination. There
will be no distinction made, except that of superior
merit.  The emulation among the young men will
extend Lo the conductors of the seminaries at which
they are trained: the merits and defects of dif-
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ferent plans of education will become apparent
from the result of the annual examinations, and
those which ave found to be most snccessful will
be generally adopted. The striking effects pro-
dueed by literary competition, when much less free
than this, and excited by much inferior rewards,
will give some idea of what may be expected from
a competition which will be open to all classes of
our Indian subjects, and will be stimulated by all
the influence and patvonage of the Indian govern-
ment.

But the most decisive proof that the time has
arrived for taking up the sublect of national edu-
cation is, that all classes of the cominunity are now
ready 1o co-operate with the Government. A few
years ago, the education of the natives was regarded
by the Eurcpeans cither with aversion or contenpt,
as they happened to consider it as a dangerous in-
terference with native prejudice, or as a4 chimerical
undertaking unworthy of a man of sense. Now
there are fow stations at which there are not one or
more laropean officers, who would be glad of an
opportunity of aiding the Committee in the pro-
secution of its plans. The discussions which
took place between the advocates of the rival sys-
tems, by strongly drawing attention to the ques-
tion, and, in a manner, forcing people to an
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examination of it, greatly contributed to this result.
All are nowmore or lessinterested and well informed
on the subject; and what is of still more importance,
all are of one mind about it, and have a settled and
well understood plan to pursue.  Whatever differ-
ences of opinion may linger among retired Indians
in England, there are none now in India; or, at
least, the adherents of the old system form such
an exceedingly small minority, that it is unneces-
sary to mention them when speaking of the gene-
ral sense of the European community.

The Missionaries, taking advantage of the
prevailing feeling, have established numerous ex-
cellent seminaries, at which many thousand native
youth are receiving a sound, and in some cases
a liberal English education. English, Scotch,
Americans, and Germaus, concur in availing them-
selves of the English language as a powerful in-
strument of native improvement. Xnglish priests,
lately sent from Rome to take charge of the
Roman Catholic Christians of Portuguese and
native descent, have had recourse to the same
means for enlightening their numerous and de-
graded flocks. The Portuguese language (another
instance of the confusion of tongues which has so
long distracted and dissipated the mind of India)
has been discarded from the churches and schools:
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an English Liturgy bas been introduced, and large
English seminarics have been established. There
are also institutions at which the youth of English
and of mixed English and native descent receive as
good a scientific and literary edncation as is consist-
ent with the early period at which they enter into
active life.  Most of our schoolmasters have been
drawn from this class; and, as they possess the
trustworthiness and a great degree of the energy of
the European character, combined with an intimate
acquaintance with the native habits and languege,
they are uo mean auxiliavies in the cause of native
edueation.*

This harmony of effort, however, would be of
little avail if it were not founded on a real desire
on the part of the natives themselves to obtain the
benefit of European instvuction.  The curiosity
of the people is thoroughly roused, and the passion
for English knowledge has penetrated the most
obscure, and extended to the most remote parts of
India. The steam boats, passing up and down the
Ganges, are boarded by native boys, begging, not

* The twestitutions which have rendered most serviee in this
way are, the Verulom Academy, the DParental Academic Tusti-
tntion, the Iligh Schuol, and the Military Orphan Asylum,
Similar assistance may now be expeeted from the noble foundation
of General Mattin, and a large Proprictory Sehool wiiel has lately
Ireen establiskied in the Iimalaya Mountains.
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for money, but for books* The chiefs of the
Punjab,a countrywhich has never been subdued by
the British arms, made so many applications to the
Political Agent on the frontier to procure an Eng-
lish education for their children, that the Gao-
vernment has found it necessary to attach a
schoolmaster to his establishment. The tide of
literature is even rolling back from India to Per-
sia, and the Supreme Government lately sent a
large supply of English books for the use of the
King of Persia’s military seminary, the students
of which were reported to be actuated by a strong
zeal for Kuropean learning. The extent to which
the Pasha of Egypt is engaged in enlightening his
subjects, through the medium of English and the
other European languages, is too well known to

* Some gentlemen coming to Calcutta were astonished at the
eagerness with which they were pressed for books by a troop of
boys, who boarded the steamer from an obscure place, called
Comercolly. A Plate was lying on the table, and one of the party
asked a boy whether that would serve his parpose. © Oh yes,”
he exclaiwed, “ give me any book; all I want is a book.” The
gentleman at last hit upon the expedient of cutting up an old
Quarterly Review, and distributing the articles among them. In
the evening, when some of the party went ashore, the boys of the
town flocked round them, expressing their regret that there was
no Euglish school in the place, and saying that they hoped that
the Governor-general, to whom they had made an application on
the subject when he passed on his way up the country, would es-
tablish one,
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need any detail. The time bas certaiuly arvived
when the anclent debt of civilisation which Europe
owes (o Asia* is about to be repaict; and the sci-
ences, cradled in the Bast and brought to maturity
in the West, are now by a final clfort about to
overspread the world.4

* The early civilisation of Greete by settlers feam Plaenicia
and Egypt; the philosoplical systems of Pythagoras mnd DPlato’;
the knowledge of chemistry, medicing and inathematies, which
emapated in a later age from the Arabizn schools of' Cordova
and Salerno, atiest the obligations we sre under o the Eastern
world. The greatest boon of all, our atlmirable system of arith.
metieal notation, whieh has facilitated in an incaleulable degree
the improvement of the scieuces mnd the teansaction of every
kind of Lusivess for which the use of numbers s requisite,
is digtinetly truceable throngh the Arabs to the Hindus: we enll
it the Arablan, the Arabs call it the Hindo system, and the
Hindus attrTbute the nvenation of il to their gods. 1t has been
practised in India frem & period which precedes all written and
traditionary memorials,

4 It may be as well to mention some of the probuble enuses of
the existing stute of native fecling on this subject. Fhe first is the
same which gave rise te the revival of learsing, and the cultivation
of the vernuneular lainguages in Burape, or the inerense i the num-
ber amd importance of the middle cliss of socicty.  Extevval peace,
internal securily of property, arising from a regular administra.
tion of justice, inereasctl faeilities o trade, the permmment, settle.
ment of the land revenue of the Lower, and o long settloment of
that of the Upper Provinees, have ell contributed o vaise up n class
between the nabob snd the ryat, whiel dertves ies conuequenee from
the exercise Findustry andenterprise, which is possessed of the lei-
sure necessary sor literury pursuits, and which, heing a creation of
our won, is uaturally inclined to imitate ux, and to adopt our views.
Secondly, Thepeople feeling thewselves safe in their persons nnd
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property, and being relieved from the harassing anxieties which
daily attend those wha live under a barbarous arbitrary govemn.
ment, enjoy that peace of mind, without which it Is impossible
that letters can be suecessfully cultivated. Thirdly, The natives
comnot fail to be struck by our moral and intellectual supe-
riority ; and they are led, by the combined influence of curkosity
and emulation, to search for the eauses of it in our Iiterature.
This motive has led the Russians and Turks, and other entirely
independent nations, to cultivate foreign literature; and it eannot,
therefore, excite wonder that the Hindus, whe stand in such a
close relation to us, should have been influenced by it. Fourthiy,
A liberal English educationis the surest road to promotion. It is
by far the best education the natives can get; and the Govern-
ment must always select the best instructed persons that are to be
had, for the public service. Lastly, The Hindus have always been
a literary people ; but as the bedy of the nation were shut out by
the Brahmins from all participation in their awn learning, they
eagerly avail themsclves of what is now offered by us to their
acceptance, recommended as it is by so many atiractions.



CHAP. VL

The Establishment of @ Seminary at each Zillah Sta-
tion, & necessary Preliminary to further Operations.
— The Preparation of Books in the Vernacwlar Lan~
guages.~ A Law of Copyright required. — Nutive
Edueation in the Madras and Bombay Presidencies.
w— The Establishment of o comprehensive System of
public Instruction for the whole of British India
urgently required. ~ The public Importance of a
separate Pmm'swa&@eing made for the Prosecution of
Researches into ancient Asiotic Literature.

To proceed to practical details ; all we have to do
is, to follow out the plan which has been steadily
pursued since March, 1835. Seminaries have been
established at the head stations of about half the
Zillahs in the Bengal and Agra presidencies ; and
the fivst thing to be done s, to establish similar insti-
tutions in the remaining forty Zillahs. At the ave-
rage rate of 230 rupees per mensem for each semi-
naty, this would requive an annual additiou to the
fund of 120,000 rupees, or about £12,000 a-year.*

* As the supply of cducated persons increnses, schoolmasters
will be obtained at lower salaries; and the saving arising from this
source, and from the falling in of stipends to students, may be
applicd to the improvement of the seminaries. This is inde-
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Whatever sysiem of popular instruction it may
hereafter be resolved to organise in India, these
Zillah seminaries must form the basis of it; and,
as some time must be allowed for their opera-
tion before we can with advantage proceed 2
step further, their early establishment is a mat-
ter of importance. Every part of .our domi-
nions having the same claim tpon us, there is
exactly the same reason for establishing a cen-
tral school in ope Zillah as in another. In-
deed, the motives for carrying out the plan
to its full extent are much steonger than those
for originally commencing it. The inhabitants
of a Zillah in which a seminary has been for
some time established, have a very unfair advan-
tage given them over the inhabitants of the
neighbouring Zillahs. Caleutta has lately been
supplying native depufy-collectors to the whole of
Bengal and Behar, because it was the only place
at which educated natives were to be obtained in
any pumber. This was justified by the emer-
gency of the case; but, asa general rule, it is
very desirable to employ the natives as much as
possible in their own neighbourhood.  Strangers,

pendent of the contributions of the Eurcpean and native commu-
nity, and of the boys themselves, which will never be found defi-
cient where the Government sets an example of liberality.

12
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invested with power, are looked upon with jealousy;
and they are generally in a hurry to make what
they can, and return to their own homes. On the
other hand, respectable natives are more easily
induced to take service, and are more under the
control of public opinion in their own district than
elsewhere.

The next step will be, to extend the system
from town to country; from the influential few to
the mass of the people. This part of the subject
is not of pressing importance, because the mate-
rials of a national system must be prepared in the
Zillah seminaries before they can be employed in
the organisation of the Purgunnah and village
schools. The youth of the upper and middle
classes, both in town and country, will receive such
an edncation at the head station of the Zillah as
will make them willing and intelligent auxiliaties
to us hereafter in extending the same advantages
to the rest of their countrymen. The Zillah
seminaries will be the normal schools, in which a
new set of village schoolmasters will be trained,
and to which many of the existing schoolmasters
will be induced to resort to obtain new lights in
their profession. The books and plans of in-
struetion, which have been tried and found to
answer at the Zillah seminaries, will be introduced



THE PEOPLE OF INDIA. 173

into the Purgunnah and village schools. In short,
the means of every description for establishing a
system of national instruction, will be accumu-
lated at these central points; and our future
operations are likely to be unembarrassed and effi-
cacious in proportion as this foundation is well
and securely laid. We have, at present, only to
do with oatlines, but they should be drawn with
a strict veference to the details which will here-
after have to be filled in.

A great deal has been said about the importance
of preparing books in the vernacular languages;
and it has been even urged as a proof that there
is something unsound in our plan of operations,
that there is a greater demand for English hocks
than for books in the vernacular languages.* 'This
objection seems to me to arise frof a disposition
to anticipate the natural course of events. There

*# Tt appears from the following contrasted statement, taken
from the two last biennial reports of the School-book Society,
that the demand for books in the vernacular languages is in-
creasing, although not as yet in so great a degree as that for
English books: —

1832 and 1885, 1834 and 1835.

Hindusthanee - - 1,077 - 38,384
Hinduee =~ - - 1,514 - 4,171
Bengalee - - - 4,896 - 5752
Orissa - - - 815 - 834
7,302 14,143

13
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is at present only a limited demand for books in
the vernacular languages. But what is the remedy
proposed >—To print more books. To print more
books than are wanted, because they are not
wanted ! This scheme, though iu appearance
more popalar, would be, in reality, just as uscless
as that of the Arabic transkations : the books would
rot on the shelves: and, as they would not be
read, nothing would be gained by their being in a
known, instead of an unknown, tongue. The
chance that anything wortl reading will be ypro-
duced by salaried translators, who are certain of
being paid whether their books arc good or bad,
is also very small indeed. Tl such a plan were 20
answer in any degree, it would be likely to do so
at the expense of pitching the national taste at the
outset at & very low standard,

In order to create a vernacular literature, we
must begin by ereating a demand for oue. The
adoption of the vernacular language, as the lan-
guage of public business, will contribute more to-
wards the formation of a vernacular Literature then
if the Government were to spend o crore of rupees
in translating and printing books. It will have
the same cffect as the substitution of English for
Norman-French in legal proceedings, and for
Latin in the exercises of religion had in England.
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We must also give a liberal English education to
the middle and upper classes, in order that we
may furnish them with both the materials and the
models for the formation of 2 national literature.
Ini this way, the demand, and the means of supply-
ing the demand, will grow up together. The class
of people who, without knowing English, require
some mental aliment, will become more and more
extensive : the class who do know English, will
be more and more induced by pecuniary interest,
by ambition, by the desire of doing good, to sup-
ply this aliment.  Out of their fulness, from minds
saturated with English knowledge and tastes
formed by the study of English masterpieces,
they will produce, not dull translations, but eri-
ginal works, suited to the intellectual habits of their
countrymen. Medioerity will meet with no encou-
ragement. Qut of many attempts, few wili succeed;
but those few will lay the foundation of the men-
tal independence of India, and will oblige even
those who know English to regard their own lite-
rature with respect, and to consider it as worthy
of cuitivation for its own sake.

Latin was formerly upheld as the only proper
medium for scientific and literary composition.
Petrarch expected to be known to posterity by
his Latin poems, which nobody now reads: and of

14
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all Bacon’s works, his Essays, which he wrote in
English as an amusement for his leisure hours,
are alone in everybody’s hands; but, notwith-
standing this, the modern European literature
will be found to have taken its great start at
the time when the cultivation of the classical lan-
guages was at ite height. To check the study
of Latin at that period would have been to
check the progress of knowledge, of taste, and of
curiosity, which, descending lower and lower, at
last gave rise to the admirable literature of the
West. To check the study of English, in order
to force that of the vernacular language, would
have an equally bad effect upon the nascent lite-
rature of India. It would retard the process of
national improvement by a froitless endeavowr
to have that first, which ought; in the patural
course of things, to come last: it would have
the same effect on the increase of knowledge
which the mistaken policy of some nations has on
the increase of wealth, who, impatient to have ma-
nufactures before they come in their own time,
divert a portion of their capital from the more pro-
fitable employment of agriculture to the less pro-
fitable one of manufactures.

There is, however, one mode in which the
Government may, without ranning any risk of en-
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couraging mediocrity, give direct aid to the growth
of a national literature. The consumption of
books in the rative Janguages, in the Government
schools, is already great, and is daily increasing as
the schools become more numerous and better
filled. The adoption of any book as a elass-book
in the Government seminaries also establishes its
reputation, and creates a general demand for it
Here then is a certain and perfectly unobjection-
able mode of encouraging the production of good
books: only the best books of each kind are
bought, and they are bought only as they are
actually wanted; the pupils themselves pay for
them, and a large number of uvseful books thus
annually pass into the hands of the people,  When
particular hooks are required for the use of the
Government schools, it would be advisable to make
the want publicly known, in order that all native
authors may have an opportunity of supplying it.
The best among many competitors is likely to pro-
duce something better worth having than any
single writer who could be selected. |

A good law of copyright, embracing the whole
of British India, would now be of great use. The
want has only lately begun to be felt. Nothing
was to be made by works in manuseript; and
printed books were not in sufficient demand to

18
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make the copyright of any value. Now, however,
large editions of many works, both in Inglish and
thevernacular languages, are called for; andanxiety
is felt by publishers on account of their liability to
be deprived of their profits by piratical editions,

Although wy remarks have been particularly
directed to the state of things in the Bengal and
Agra presidencies, they are, for the most pare,
equally applicable to the rest of British India.
'The plan which has becn found to be best adapted
for enlightening the people in Bengal, ia not likely
to be less efficacious at Madrag and Bombay.
Those presidencies will suffer less by the start
of a few years, which Bengal Lias had, than they
will gain by being placed in possession of a well
devised and well tested plan of proceeding, with-
out having had any of the trouble or expense of
making the experiment.

At Madras, where least has been done for native
education, there ave, perhaps, more abundant
materials and lewer obstacles than in any of the
other presidencies. Native learning is even more
thinly spread than in Bengal, and no institutions
have been established by us to confirm its hold
upon the conntry. On the other hand, a colloquial
knowledge of English is & much more common
acquirement than it is in Bengal. There are seve-
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ral different languages spoken in the Madras pre-
sidency, and English has been to a great extent
adopted as the common medium of intercourse,
not only between Europeans and natives, but be-
tween the natives themselves. This circumstance
must give a permanent impulse to the study of the
language, and wili probablylead to its being more
comemonly used in ordinary conversation, and more
largely diffused through the native languages in
the south of India than in any other part of our
Fastern dominions. The rough materials of a
system of national education are therefore ready
to hand in the Madras presidency ; and all we have
to do is to organise them, and apply them to their
proper purpose. English is no novelty; it is in
great request; thousands already kmow it: but
it has hitherto been taught loosely and unsystema-
tically, and we must bring all the modern improve-
ments in education to the aid of its easy and correct
acquisition. It has hitherto been taught merely
to the extent necessary for carrying on colloquial
intercourse; but we must enable our subjects to
cultivate it as the means of obtaining access to all
the knowledge of Europe.

At Bombay more has been done for native edu-
cation, At first, too exclusive attention was paid
to the vernacular languages; books for which there

16
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was no demand, were translated at a heavy ex-
pense; and as the vervacular langnage only was
taught in the schools, & fixed and nacrow limit
was phaced to the acquisitions of the pupils.  This
plan has since been modilied ; and, while proper
attention is still paid to the vernacular language,
English is also exten;sivvly eultivated : she taste
for it is said to be rapidly inereastug; and as
the youth of the Bombay Presidency have every
thing at their disposal which the English Luguage
contains, they Lave now an open enreer before
them,

[t is a striking confiemation of the soundnes
of the prevailing plan of education; that the Ben-
gat and Bombay Presidencies, although they get
cut [rom oppesite quarters, snd preserved no con-
cert with cach other, settled at Jast o exactly the
same point. In Bengal we began by giving almost
exclusive attention to the ualive classical lan-
guages, as they did in Bombay to the vernacular
languages ; und in both cases experfence hus led to
a conviction of the value of English, and to its
having had that prominent place accorded to it
which its importance demands, Tt in time that these
partial eflorts should give place o a general plan,
embracing the whole of British India.  The con-
stitution given to it by the Inte charter las es
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tablished the identity of our Indian empire, and
the Government has since been occupied in remo-
delling the different departments of administration
on this principle. All the provinces of this empire
are to have the same eriminal and civil law, the
same post-office and commercial regulations; and
it is surely not of less importance that they should
have the same system of public instruction. Qur
subjects have set out on a new career of improve-
ment: they are about to have a new character
imprinted on them. That this national movement
should be taken under the guidance of the State,
that the means at our disposal should be equally
distribnted, that each province should profit by
the experience of all the rest, that there should
be one power to regulate, to contral, to urge the
indolent, to restrain the gver-zealous, to lead on
the people by the same or corresponding means
to the same point of improvement, will hardly
be denied to be as conducive to the welfare of
our subjects as it will be to the popularity and
permanency of our dominion over them.

The Bengal Education Committee was bound
to keep a single eye to the enlightenment of the
people, that being the object for which they had
been associated as a public body, and for which
the administration of a portion of the reve-
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nue bad been committed to their hands. The
general interests of science formed no part of
their public charge, but it must not be supposed
that they were on that account personally indif-
ferent to them. No men are more disposed than
the members of the Education Committee to ad-
mire the exertions of James Prinsep, of Hodgson,
of Turner, of Masson, or are more anxious to
contribute to their success in any way that does
not involve a sacrifice of public duty. The gen~
tlemen whom I have named, and others who are
associnted with them, are tuwrning the ancient
Arabic and Sanskrit records to their proper ac-
count. Owing to the vastly superior means now at
our disposal, they are worse than useless, considered
as a basis of popular education; but as a medium
for investigating the lustory of the couutry, and
the progress of mind and manners during so many
ages, they arc highly descrving of being studied and
preserved.  These two objects have no more to do
with each other than the Royal Society has with
Myx. Wyse’s Comnnittee on National Edeeation, or
the societies for Preserving Weleh and Gaelic Lite-
rature, with the British and Foreign School Society.
By joining them in a foreed and wnnatural usion
the progress of both has been retarded.  Philo-
logical and antiquarian research was supported on
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the resources of education. Education was con-
dueted in a way more adapted for the lecture-room
of a German university, than for the enlighten-
ment of benighted Asiatics. The friends of edu-
cation, In performing the indispensable duty of
recovering the sum which had been assigned by
the state for their object, were very wnwillingly
placed in a state of apparent opposition to the
interests of oriental research. The more imme-
diate supporters of the Asiatic Society, in strug-
gling to retain the interest they had enjoyed in
this sum, were marshalled against the cause of
popular education. Since the separation has been
effected, both parties have pursued their respective
objects with much greater success than before.
The Education Committee, uninfluenced by any
foreign bias, has employed all its disposable funds
in founding new seminaries. The Asiatic Society,
forced at last to lean on its natoral supporters,
has been liberally assisted by private contributions;
and will, it may be hoped, soon receive that aid
from the public resources to which the public
importance of its labours so justly entitle it.

1t is much to be desired that this division of
labour between the departments of general science
and popular education should receive the sanction
of the highest authority, and be carried inte full
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effect.  The plan which appears to me best caleu-
lated to answer every purpose, is, for the Govern-
ment to attach a Sanskrit professor, with seversl
native assistants, to the establishment of the Asiatic
Society. These persons, selected on account of
their eminent attainmentsand known love of seience,
and undisturbed by any other pursuit, mighe de-
vote themselves to the investigation of the history,
antiquitics, philosoply, and Titerature of the Yast,
recording the result of their rescarches in the most
lasting and available forms. Indin is undoubtedly
at the threshold of a new era; and it seews o be
no less incumbent on us at 1his pevied (0 gather
up the recollections of the past, than to provide
matter of vational improvement for the futnre,
The Hindu system of learning has formed the
character of the peopic up to the present point;
and it must still be studied, to account for daily
occurring phenomena of habits and manners.
Whatever mental cultivation, whatover  (aste
for scientific and literary pursuits has survived
among the Hndus, is owing to it: they were a
literary people when we were barbavians s and,
after centuries of revolution, and anarely, and
subjection to forcign rule, they are sull a literary
peoply, now that we have arvived at tho highese
existing point of civilisation. That the sysem



THE PEQPLE OF INDIA. 185

which has produced these effects should be care-
fully analysed and recorded in all its different
parts; s no less required by the interests of science
in general than by our particular interest as rulers
of India. The pundits and students of the San-
skrit College, whose whole time is taken up in
teaching and learning that langnage, are quite
unequal to the task, The Asiatic Soclety, whose
proper business it is, are also at present unequal
to it; they have no machinery for its perform-
ance : the members of the society are principally
public officers, overburdened with other duties;
and they have as yet been obliged to confine their
attention to the replenishment of their museum,
and the collection of such seattered notices of the
antiquities of the country as have been sent to therm
by amateur correspondents. The examining and
laying open of the different branches of Hindu and
Mahommedan literature, has been of necessity,
almost entirely neglected; and unless some plan
be adopted such as I have suggested, it is not
easy to see how this object (the one for which the
saciety was principally founded), ean ever be ac-
complished. Such Arabic and Sanskrit works
as are worthy of being preserved, might be printed
under the superintendence of the professor and his
native assistants ; and the expense might be borne,
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as hitherto, partly by subscription, and partly by
the sale of the works themselves, without much
assistance from Government.  What the finances
of the society are not equal to, i3, the payment of
salaries sufficient to sccure the whole time of highly
qualified persons to review and make rescarches
into the ancient literature of the country.

Having made this provision for the preserva~
tion of Arabic and Sanskrit learning, and satis~
fied every reasonable wish which cither national
pride or scientific curjosity can suggest, we shall
be able with more satisfaction 1o take the requi-
site steps for the introduction of new knowledge,
and the creation of & new literature.  Lvery ob-
ject will have been sccured, and all parties wil)
pursue their respective ends without interfering,
and will co-operate without misunderstanding-
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CHAP. VIL

The Political Tendemcy of the different Sysiems of
Education in use in India.

TEERE can be no dispute as to what our duty as
the rulers of India requives us to do. Butit has
been said, and may be said again, that whatever
our duty may be, it is not our policy to enlighten
the natives of India; that the sooner they grow
to man’s estate, the sooner they will be able to do
without us; and that by giving them knowledge,
we are giving them power, of which they will make
the first use against ourselves.

If our interest and our duty were really opposed
to each other, every good man, every honest Eng-
lishman, would know which to prefer. Our na-
tional experience has given us too deep a sense of
the true ends of government, to allow us to think
of carrying on the administration of India except
for the benefit of the people of India. A nation
which made so great a sacrifice to redeem a few
hundred thousand negroes from slavery, would
shudder at the idea of keeping a hundred millions
of Indians in the bondage of igagrance, with all
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its frightful consequences, by means of a political
system supported by the revenue taken from the
Indians themselves. Whether we govern India
ten or a thousand years, we will do our duty by
it: we will look, not to the probable duration of
our trust, but to the satisfactory discharge of it,
50 long as it shall please God to continue it to us.
Happily, however, we are not on this occasion
called upon to make any effort of disinterested
magnanimity. Interest and duty are never really
separated in the affairs of nations, any more than
they are in those of individuals; aud in this case
they are indissolubly united, as a very slight ex-
amination will suffice to show,

The Arabian or Mahommedan system is based
on the exercise of power and the indulgence of
passion, Pride, ambition, the love of rule, and of
sensual enjoyment, are called in to the aid of re-
ligion. The earth is the ioheritance of the aith-
ful: all besides are infidel usurpers, with whom
no measures are to be kept, except what policy
may require. Universal dominion belongs to the
Mahormmedans by Divine right. Their religion
obliges them to establish their predominance by the
sword: and those who refuse to conform are to be
kept in a state of slavish subjection. The Hindu
system, although less fierce and aggressive than
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the Mahommedan, is still more exclusive: all
who are not Hindus are impure outcasts, fit only
for the most degraded employments; and, of course,
utterly disqualified for the duties of government,
which are reserved for the military, under the
guidance of the priestly caste.” Such is the politi-
cal tendency of the Arabic and Sanskrit systems
of learning. Happily for us, these principles exist
in their full force only in books written in diffi-
cult languages, and in the minds of a few learned
men; and they are very faintly reflected in the
feelings and opinions of the body of the people.
But what will be thought of that plan of national
education which would revive them and make
them popular; would be perpetually reminding
the Mahommedans that we are infidel wsurpers of
some of the fairest realms of the Faithful, and the
Hindus, that we are unclean beasts, with whom
it is a sin and a shame to have any friendly inter-
course. Our bitterest enemies could not desire
more than that we should propagate systems of
lewning which excite the strongest feelings of
human nature against ourselves.

The spirit of English literature, on. the other
hand, cannot but be favorable to the English con-
nection. Familiarly acquainted with us by means
of our literature, the Indian youth almost cease to
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regard us as foreigners, They speak of our great
men with the same enthusiasm as we do. Edu-
cated in the same way, interested in the same ob-
jects, engaged in the same pursuits with ourselves,
they become more English than Hindus, just as
the Roman provincials became more Romans than
Gauls or Italians. What is it that makes us what
we are, except living and conversing with English
people, and imbibing English thoughts and habits
of mind? They do so too: they daily converse
with the best and wisest Englishmen through the
medium of their works; and form, perhaps, a
higher idea of our nation than if their intercourse
with it were of a more personal kind. Admitted
behind the scenes, they become acquainted with
the principles which gnide our proceedings; they
see how sincerely we study the benefit of India in
the measures of our administration ; and from vio-
lent opponents, or sullen conformists, they are
converted into zealous and intelligent co-operators
with us. They learn to make a proper use of the
freedom of discussion which exists under our go-
vernment, by observing how we use it ourselves;
and they cease to think of violent remedies, be-
cause they are convinced that there is ne indis-
position on our part to satisfy every real want of
the country. Dishonest and bad rulers alone de-



THE PEOPLE OF INDIA. 191

rive any advantage from the ignorance of their
subjects, As long as we study the benefit of
India in our measures, the confidence and affec-
tion of the people will increase in proportion to
their knowledge of us.

But this is not all. There is a principle in
human nature which impels all mankind to aim at
improving their condition: every individual has
his plan of happiness: every community has its
ideas of securing the national honour and pros-
perity. This powerful and universal principle, in
some shape or otber, is in a state of constant
activity; and if it be not enlisted on our side, it must
be arrayed against us. As long as the natives
are left to brood over their former independence,
their sole specific for improving their condition is,
the immediate and total expulsion of the English.
A mnative patriot of the old school has no notion of
any thing beyond this: his attention has never
been called to any other mode of restoring the
dignity and prosperity of his conntry. It is only
by the infosion of European ideas, that a new di-
rection can be given to the national views. The
young men, brought up at our seminaries, turn
with contempt from the barbarous despotisms
under which their ancestors groaned, to the pros-
pect of improving their national institutions on
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the English model. Instead of regarding us with
dislike, they court our society, and look upon us
as their natural protectors and benefactors : the
summit of their ambition is, to resemble us; and,
under our auspices, they hope to elevate the cha-
racter of their countrymen, and to prepare them
by gradual steps for the enjoyment of a well-
regulated and therefore a secure and a happy
independence. So far from having the idea of
driving the English into the sea uppermost in
their minds, they have no notion of any improve-
ment but such as rivets their connection with the
Eﬁg]ish, and makes them dependent on English
protection and instruction. In the re-establish-
ment of the old native governments they see only
the destruction of their most cherished hopes, and
a state of great personal insecurity for themselves.

The existing connection between two such dis-
tant countries as England and India, cannot, in
the nature of things, be permanent : no effort of
policy can prevent the natives from ultimately
regaining their independence. But there are two
ways of arriving at this point. One of these Is,
through the medium ef revolution; the other,
through that of reform. In one, the forward
movement is sudden and violent; in the other, it
is gradual and peaceable. One must end in a
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complete alienation of mind and separation of
interests between ourselves and the natives; the
other i« permauent allianee, founded on mutual
benefit and good-will,

The only means at our disposal for preventing
the one and seewring the other class of results is,
to set the natives on o process of European im-
proveinent, to which they are already sufficiently
inclined.  They will then cease to desive and aim
at independence on the old Indian footing. A
sudden change will then be impossible;and along
contisuatce of our present counection with India
will even be assured to us. A Mahratta or
Mahomnnedan despotisin might be re-established
in a mooth; but a contury would searcely suffice
to prepare the people for self-povernment on the
European model. The political education of a
nation must be a work of time; and while it is in
progress, we shall be as safe as it wilt be possible
for us o be.  The natives will not rise against us,
because we shall stoop to raise them: there will be
no reaction, becavse there will be no pressure: the
national activity will be fully and harmlessly em-
ployed in acquiring and diffusing Evropean know-
ledge, und in nataralising Euoropean institutions.
The educated classes, knowing that the elevation
of their country on these prineipies can only be

K
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worked cut under our protection, will naturally
cling to us. They even now do so.  There is no
¢lass of our subjects to whom we are so tlmmughly
necessary as those whose opinions have been cast
in the English mould: they are spoiled for a
purely native regime ; they have every thing to fear
from the premature establishment of a native
government; their cducation would mark them
out for persecution: the feelings of independ-
ence, the literary and soentific pursuits, the
plans of improvement in which they indulged un-
dev our government, must be exchanged for the
servility and prosiration of mind which character~
isc an Asiatic court.  This class is at present a
small minority, but it is continually recelving ae-
cessions from the youth who are brought up at the
different English seminaries. It will in time be-
come the majority ; and it will then be necessary
to modify the political institutions to suit the
mereased intelligence of the people, and their ca-
pacity for self-government.

The change will 1hus be peacealdy and gradu-
ally effected: there will be no strugule, no
mutual exasperation; the natives will have in-
dependence, after first learning how to make a
good use of it: we shall exchange profitabic sub-
jects for still more profitable allies.  The present
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administrative connection benefits families, but a
strict commercial union between the first manu-
facturing and the first producing country in the
world, would be a solid foundation of strength
and prosperity to our whole nation. If this course
be adopted, there will, properly speaking, be no
separaticn. A precarious and temporary relation
will almost imperceptibly pass into another far
more durable and beneficial. Trained by us to
happiness and independence, and endowed with
our learning and our polideal institutions, India
will remain the proudest monument of British
benevolence; and we shall long continue to reap,
in the affectionate attachment of the people, and in
a great commercial intercourse with their splendid
country,® the fruit of that liberal and enlight-
ened policy which suggested to us this line of
conduct.

In following this course we should be trying no
new experiment. 'The Romans at once civilised

* The present trade with India can give no idea of whatitis
capable of becoming : the productive powers of the country are
immense: the population of British Tndia alone, without in-
cluding the native States, is move than three times that of all the
rest of the Dritish Empire. By governing well, and promoting
to the utmost of our power the growth of wealth, intelligence, and
enterprise in its vast population, we shall be able to make Tndia

a gource of wealth and strength to our nation in time to come.
with which nothing in our past bistory furnishes any paratlel.

K 2
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the nations of Europe, and attached them to their
rule by Romanising them; or, in other words, by
educaling them in the Roman literature and arts,
and teaching them to emolate their conquerors in-
.stead of opposing them. Acquisitions made by
superiority in war, were consolidated by superio-
rity in the arts of peace ; and the remembrance of
the original violence was lost in that of the bene-
fits which resulted from it. The provincials of
Ttaly, Spain, Africa, and Gaul, having no ambi-
tion exeept to imitate the Romans, and to share
their privileges with them, remained to the last
faithful subjects of the empire; and the union was
at last dissolved, not by internal revolt, but by the
shock of external violence, which invelved con-
querors and congquered in one common overthrow,
The Indians will, I hope, soon stand in the same
position towards us in which we once stood towards
the RHomans. Tacits infarms ws, that it was the
policy of Julius Agrieola to instruct the sons of
the lending men among the Britons in the litera-
ture and science of Rome, and to give them a taste
for the refinements of Roman civilisation.* We
* The wordsof Tacitus are,  Jam vero principum filios libera-
libus artibus erudire, et ingenia Britannorum studils Gallorum an-
teferte, ut qui modo linguam Romanam sbnuebant, eloquentiam

eoncupiscerent. Inde etiam habitus nostri honor et frequens toga.
Paulatimque discessum ad delinimenta vitiorum, portieus et bal.
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alt know how well this plan answered. From being
obstinate enemies, the Britons soon becameattached
and confiding friends; and they made more stre-
nuous efforts to retain the Romans, than their an-
cestors had done to resist their invasion. It will
be a shame to us if, with our greatly superior
sdvantages, we also do not make our premature de-
parture be dreaded as a calamity. It must not be
said in after ages, that © the groans of the Britons”
were elicited by the breaking up of the Roman
empire; and the groans of the Indians by the con-
tinued exislence of the British,

We may also take a lessonfrom the Mahomme-
tans, whose conquests have been so extensive and
so permanent.  Irom the Indian Archipelago to
Portugal, Arabie was cstablished as the language
of religion, of literature, and of law; the vernacu-
Jar tongues were satnrated with it; and the youth
of the conquered countries soon began to vie with
their first instructors in every branch of Mahom-
medan learning. A polite education was under-
stood to mean a Mahommedan education; and the
most cultivated and active minds were every where
engaged on the side of the Mahommedan system.

nea et conviviorum elegantiam ; idque apud imperitas humanitas
vaeabatur cum pars servitutis esset.”

K 3
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"The Emperor Akbar followed up this policy in India.
Arabicised Persian was adopted as the language of
his dynasty; and the direction thereby given to the
national sympathies and ideas greatly contributed
to produce that feeling of veneration for the
family which has long survived the loss of its
power. This feeling, which in Europe would be
called Jovalty, is common to those who have been
brought up in the old learning, but is very rarely
found in eonneetion with an English education.
The policy of our predecessors, although seldom
worthy of imitation, was both very sound and very
successful in this respect. If we adopt the same
policy, it will be more beneficial to the natives in
proportion as English contains a greater fond of
true knowledge than Arabic and Persian: and it
will be more beneficial to us in proportion as the
natives will study English more zealously and ex-
tensively than they did Arabic and Persian, and
will be more completely changed by it in feeling
and opiniom.

These views were not worked out by reflection,
but were forced on me by actaal observation and
experience. I passed some yearsin parts of India,
where, owing to the comparative novelty of our
rule and to the absence of any attempt to alter the
current of native feeling, the national habits of
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thinking remained unchanged. There, high and
low, rich and poor, had ouly one idea of improving
their political condition. The upper classes lived
upon the prospect of regaining their former pre-
eminence; and the lower, upon that of having the
avenues towealth and distinction re~opened to them
by the re-cstablishment of a native government.
Even sensible and comparatively well affected na-
tives had no notion that there was any remedy for
the existing depressed state of their nation except
the sudden and absolute expulsion of the English.
Adter that, I resided for some years in Beogal, and
there I found quite another set of ideas prevalent
among the educated natives, Instead of thinking
of cutting the throats of the English, they were
aspiring to sit with them on the grand juxy or on
the bench of magistrates. Instead of speculating
on Punjab or Nepaunlese politics, they were dis-
cussing the advantages of printing and frec discus-
sion, in oratorical English speeches, at debating
societies which they had established among them-
selves. The most sanguine dimly looked forward
in the digtant futore to the establishment of a
national representative assembly as the consur-
mation of their hopes—all of them being fully
sensible that these plans of improvement could
only be worked out with the aid and protection of
K 4
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the British Government by the gradual improve-
ment of their countrymen in knowledge and
morality ; and that the re-establishment of a Ma-
hemmedan or any other native regime wanld atonee
render all such views impracticable and ridicalous.
No doubt, both these schemes of national im-
provement suppose the termination of the English
rule: but while that event is the beginning of
one, it is only the conclusion of the other. In one,
the sudden and violent overthrow of our govern-
ment is a necessary preliminary: in the other, a
long continuance of our administration, and the
gradual withdrawal of it as the people become At
to govern themselves, are equally indigpensable.
Our native army is justly regarded as the pillar
of our Indian empire; and no plan of benefiting
either the natives or ourselves can be worth any-
thing which does not rest on the supposition that
this pillar will remain unbroken. It is therclore
of importance to inquire how this essential ele-
ment of power is likely to be affected by the
course of policy which has been deseribed. The
Indian army is made up of two entirely distinct
parts; the English officers, and the native offlcers
and men. The former will, under any circum-
stances, stand firm to their national Interests:
the latter will be animated by the feelings of the
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class of secicty from which they are drawn, except
so fur ns those feelings may be modified by pro-
fesstonad interests and habits.  The native officers
rise from the ranks; and the ranks are reeruited
from the labonring class, which is the last that
will be aflected by auy system of national eda-
cation.  Not one in five hondred of the boys
who are instructed in the Zillah seminaries, will
enlist in the army. I the Sepoys are educated
anywhere, it must be in the village schools; and
the ovgunisation of those sehools will be the con-
cluding measure of the series.  The instroetion
given to the labouring class can never be more
than werely clementary.  They have not leisure
for more. But, such as it is, they will be indebted
for it 1o uy; and as it will form part of a system
established and superintended by ourselves, we
shall take care that it is of a kind ealculated to in-
spire feelings of attachient to the British connec-
tion.  After this, the young men who enlist in the
ariy will become imbued with the military spirit,
and moulded by the habits of military obedience.
[ leave to others to judge whether this training is
ealenlated to make better and more attached, or
worse and more disaflected, soldiers than the state
of entire negleet, as regards their meral and in-
telleetual improvement, in which the whole class
K D
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are at present left. I never heard that the edu-
cation given in the national schools unfitted the
common people of England for the ranks of the
army ; although the inducements to honourable
and faithful service, which are open to them after
they enter the army, are mnch inferior to those
which are held out to our Sepoys,

Religious instruction forms no part of the ob-
ject of the Government seminaries. It would be
impossible for the State to interfere at all with
native education on any other condition; and this
is now so well nnderstood, that religious jfealousy
offers no obstruction to our suecess. The general
favour with whieh English education is regarded,
and the multitudes who flock to our schools, prove
this to be the case. The Brahmins, it Is true,
ruled supreme over the old system. It was
moulded for the express purpose of enabling them
to hold the minds of men in thraldom; and ages
had fixed the stamp of solidity upon it. Upon
this ground they were unassailable. But popular
education, through the medium of the English
language, is an entirely new element, with which
they are incapable of dealing. It did not enter
into the calculation of the founders of their sys-
tem; and they have no machinery to oppose to it.
Although they have been priest-ridden for ages,



THE PEOPLE OF INDIA. 203

=

the people of India ave, for all purposes of im-
provement, a new, and more than a new, people.
Their appetite for knowledge has been whetted
by their long-compelled fast; and aware of the
superiority of the new learning, they devour it
more greedily than they ever would have done
Sanskrit lore, even if that lore had not been with-
held from them: they bring to the task, vacant
minds and excited curiosity, absence of prejudice,
and an inextinguishable thirst for information.
They cannot return under the dominion of the
Brahmins. The spell has been for ever broken.
Hinduism is not a religion which will bear examin-
ation. It is so entirely destitute of any thing like
evidence, and is identified with so many gross
immoralities and physical absurdities, that it gives
way at once before the light of European science.
Mahommedanism is made of tougher materials;
yet, even a Mahommedan youth who has received
an English education iz a very different person
from one who has been taught according to the
perfect manner of the law of his fathers. 4s this
change advances, India will become guite another
country: nothing mere will be heard of excit-
able religious feelings: priesteraft will no longer
be able to work by ignorance: knowledge and
power will pass from a dominant caste to the
K 6
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people themselves ; the whole nation will co-operate
with us iu reforming institutions, the possibility
of alteving which coukl never have been con-
templated i events bad taken any other course;
and iy causes will conenr to introduee o more
wholesome state of morals, which, of all the
changes that can take place, is the ooe in which
the publie welfare is most concerned.

There has been a tme at which each of the
other branches of the public service has particn-
larly comwanded attention.  The commereial,
the political the judicial, the revenue depariments,
lave in turn been the subjeet of speetad consider-
ation; and deetsive steps ave been taken 1o put
them on a satisfactory fouiing, My objeet will
be sufficiently attained if' I sueeeed in producing
a conviction thet the time has arrived for taking
up the question of public nstraction in the same
spirit, and with the sane determination to cmploy
whatever weans may be requisite for aceomplishing
the object in view.  The absenee of any sensible
proof that jnercased taxation s attended withany
proportionate benefit to Eudia, has long heen ex-
wemely disheartening both to the natives and to
the Euvopean public officers serving in that coun-
wy.  The entire abolition of the transit daties,

* A darge proportion of the Tand 10 the Bengul nud Agea Pree
sidencies Is held tax-frer; but, although nothing engt e oz
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and the establishment of an adequate sygem of
public instruction, would furnish this prooreess
would excite the warmest gratitude of every body
who from any cause feels interested in the welfare
of India. The interest of a single miliion sterling *,
in addition to what is already expended, would be
sufficient to answer every present purpose as far
as education i3 concerned.  Even on the narrow-
est view of national interest, a million conid not
be better invested. It would ensure the moral and
intellectual emancipation of the people of India,
and would render them at once attached to our
role and worthy of our alliance.

unreasonable than that persons who Denefit by the protection of
the Govaxrnment should conrribute nothing to its support, and
throw ihe whole burden on the rest, it is impessible at present to
induee the natives to view the subject in this light. Their in-
variable answer i, that while it is certain that some will be worse
off, they see no reason to suppose that they wiil themselves be
better off if the exempted lands are bronght under contribution.

¥ The Parliamentary assignment of ten thousand pounds a
year still remains to be accounted for to the Committee of
public instruction, from July 1313 to May 1821, with compound
interest up to the date of payment.
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Eatrat from the Report of the Committee appointed by
the Indian Government to inguire into the State of
Medical Education.,

AGREEABLY 10 your Lordshin’s direction to that effect, we
called upon Mr. Tytler to prepare a synopsis ofwhat he con-
ceives the pupils at the Institution should be taught in the
different branches of medical science. This document, ac-
cording to our view of it, does not contain by any means such
a comprehensive and improved scheme of education as the
circumstances of the case indicate the absolute necessity of.
Leaving it entirely out of the question, then, at present, we
would very respectfully submit to your Lordship in council
our serious opinion, that the best mode of fulfilling the great
ends under consideration, is for the state to found a Medi-
cal College for the educetion of natives ; in which the various
branches of medical science cultivated in Europe should be
taught, and as near as possible on the most approved Euro-
pean system ; the basis of which system shauld be & reading
and writing knowledge on the part of candidate pupils of the
English language, and the like knowledge of Hindustanee or
Bengallee, and a knowledge of arithmetic; inclusive, of
course, of proper quelifications as to health, age, and re-
spectability of conduct. The Government might select from
the various young men, who should pass the final examina-
tion, the most distinguished and deserving, for flling up va-
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cancies as sub-assistant surgeons. A knowledge of the Eng-
lish language, we consider as a sine gue noa, because that
language combines within itself the civele of all the sciences,
and incaleulable wealth of printed works and illustrations ;
circumstances that give it obvious advantages over the ori-
ental languages, in which are only to be found the crudest
elements of science, or the most irrational substitutes for it.

Of the perfect feasibility of sach a proposal, we do not
entertain a doubt : ncvertheless, like any other, it will be
found to divide the opinions of men of talent and expericnee.
These will divide into an Orfental and an English party-
Mr. Tytler’s long replies have imposed upon us the neces-
sity of entering at greater length into the argwnent respect-
ing the feasibility of the contemplated plan, than we could
have wished. We bez to apologise to your Lordship for
this circumstance, but as Mr, Tytler, instead of giving bricf
and simple answers to our questions, preferred committing
them to paper in the form of long winutes ; it became inenm-
bent upon us to offer something in the way of refutation.
The determined Oricntalist having himsell acquived the
Sanserit and the Arabie, at the cost of much and severe ap-
plication, as well as of pecuniary cxpense, will view with
great repugnance a suggestion of teaching science in sach a
way as may cast his peculiar pursuits into the shade, avd in-
dependent of a language which he reveres as classical. The
advocate for the substitution of the English language, on
the other hand, will doubt whether the whole stores of
Eastern literature have cnabled us to ascertain a single fact
of the least consequence towards the history of the ancient
world ; whether they have tended to improve merality, or
to extend sclence ; or whether, with the exception of what
the Arabian physicians derived from the Grecks, the Arabic
contains a sufficient body of scientific information to reward
the modern medicul student for all the labour and attention
that would be moch wore profitably bestowed on the study
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of the Bnglish language ; and lastly, whethes the wodicum
of unsvientific medival Ligerature contained in the Sanscrit i
worth undecgoing the erornious trouble of acquiring that
language

Unike the lungages of Burope, which are keys to vast
mteilectuul treasures, bountifully to reward the Titerary
inquirer; those of the Bast, save to a limited extent in poetry
awl romemee, way be said, without exaggeration, to be next
1o hurren, For history and science, then, and all that es-
sentially refines and adorus, we st not logk to Oriental
WIiters,

Mr. Tytler has Gavonred us with Lis opinions, on the ques-
tion e ler consileration, at great Tength, The Rev, Mr. Duff,
whose esperivhee in instructing uative youth is extensive
and valwable, has alse obliged us with his sentiments on the
stihjeet s which are entirely ut issue with those of Mr. Tytler,
who takes up the Oricntal side of the guestion with equel
ardour and fngenudey.

My, Tytler deuies that o system of educating the natives
throngh the medivn of Boglish would be in the least more
vomprediensive, or by wny means so much so, as one carried
on in the sative ligaages (Mr, Tytler, in that phrase in-
eludding Manserit, Aralvic, mud Persian ) ; and considers it wholly
inespulien s a general mensure,

The Rev, Mr. Dudly on the other hand, aithough acknow-
ludging that the native languages, by which we understand
the Beugallee in the lower provinees, and the Qordoo in the
Ligher, dlote ave available for imparting an clementary edus
cation to the mass ol the people, affirmy that the popular
language does not afford an adequate medivin {or comrmu.
nicatig a knowledge of the higher departments of literatare
and weience, & * No ovigival works of the description
wantell, he observes,  have yet appeared in the native
tuyruages; and thougl wanch of & highly useful nature has
been provided through Luropean talent and perscyerance
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no translations have been mede in any degree sufficient to
supply materials for the prosecution of the higher object
contemplated ; neither is it likely, in the nature of things, that
either by original publications, or translations of standard
works, the deficiency can be fully or adequately remedied, for
such & number of years to come, a5 may leave the whole of
the present generation sleeping with their fathers.”  (Answer
to Question 20, p. 17.}

Mr, Tytler’s rezsons for his unfavourable opinion, in regard
to the proposed plan, arise, e informs us, partly from the
nature of language in general, and partly from the intrinsic
difficulty of English itself. The diffculty, it strikes us, Is
magnified in M. Tytler's imagination, and at any rate can
scarcely be greater than that of acquiring Arabic and San-
serit, which are about as forcign to the body of the people as
English. < A Dbare knowledge of the Tnglish,” observes
M. Tytler, “ or of the words for ohjects, is plaiuly no in-
crease of knowledge, unless it be accompanied with some
additional information respecting the objects of which the
words are the sipns.” This is so self-evident a troism, that
we are rather surprised Mr, Tytler shoull deem the stating
of it of any use to his argument. The mere capability of
uttering the word epfum, for instance, would be of little use,
unless accompanied by a knowledge of the qualitics of that
drog. It is not with a view to recommend & knowledge of
mere words that we troubled Mr. Tytler for his opinion, and
have now the honour of addressing your Lordship; but to
rescue, if possible, the coursc of native medical walucation
from this its pervading and crying evil; for assuredly,
nothing, that has yet been made manifest to us tends to show
that the pupils of the Institution, under the present system,
acquire ouch heyond wmere words; or to demonstrate, that
an acquaintance with Sanscrit and Arabic vocables will give
better ideas of things important to be known than English.
In fuct, to teach English science, English words must be
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used ; or, ity their stead, Arabic and Senserir ones must be
coined,  With the highest opivion of Mr. Tytler’s talents,
acquirements, awd zeel, and the greatest respeet for his cha-
racter, yet must we not be blinded to a cortain degree of
partisanship, which unconsciously, we doubt mot, has ap-
parently warped his otherwise excellent judgment on this
guestion. A discrepancy in Iis opiuions on this subject,
however, appears (o exist; for he would, to a certuin extent,
teach the pupils on Eaghish principles.  TF your Lordship
will turn to Mr. Tyters synopsis, it will there be secn, that
ke proposes to teach the pupils the Latin and English names
of the corporenl organs, and of the articles of the materia
medicn.  For this purpose he wounld instruet them in the
English system ol spelling s pronunciation, In the declen-
sion of Latin nouns, mud their rules of concordance, He
would, in a word, [ead them to the half-way house of English
educntion, and there stop.

“ English ™ proceeds Mr. Tytler, “is one of the most
diffiendt of all languages, awd the most diversified in its ori-
gin, 1t avises from three sources — Soxon, Latin, and
Normaia-Rreneh, Ity words and idioms vary in accordance
with these three.  lence, o corveet knowledge of it ean be
obtained only by o certein degree of knowledge of all the
originals”  For the netainiment of o hypeveritical or highly
scholustic knowledge, suelt as s not possessed by one Eng-
lishwan out of n hundred, Mr, Tytler's position may be
readily aceeded to. Ilow many thousands we there, how-
aver, of Faglishmen, persony of ability and intelligence in
varions walks of netive nscluleess, who know nothing, or
next to nothing, of pure Saxon, Latin, and Norman-French ?
Nuy, there is reason to supposc that there are not a few
skilful and experienced surgeons not betler versed in these
languages, but who are valuable men in the profession not-
withstaunding, ‘Witl a native sub-asaistant surgcon be the less
cupable of being taught to amputate a limh, because he can-
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not give the eritical etymology of the words knife, imd, eut ?
Surely the great ends of life are pot to stand stil] for want of
knowledge of scholastic roots ? It would be superfluous to
pointout, in a more elaborate manner, how very overstrained,
and inapplicable to general experience, Mr, Tytler’s argu-
met 5.

As very apposite to the subject under consideration, we
beg to submit an extract or two from a forcible article by
the late Dr. Duncan, jun,, on Medical Education, which was
published in the Edinburgh Medical 2nd Surgical Journal
for 1827, “The knowledge of languages, in itself, derives
its chief utility from its facilitating the scquisition of useful
knowledge ; and, therefore, as the mind may be nearly
equally diseiplined during the acquisition of any one language
as of any other, their utility s directly proportional to the
value of the information contained in the books written in
them.” Tried by this test, how utterly mispent must be the
time devoted by the native medical student to the study of
Arabic, Sanscrir, and Persian! It is argned,” continues
the article quoted, “in favour of the study of the Greek
language, that it is the language of the fathers of physic;
and that the terms of medical art have been almost all
borrowed from it and the Latin ; and that it seems impossi-
ble to understand properly their meaning, without possessing
some knowledge of the sources from which they have been
derived,” The first argument would be nearly equally conclu-
sive in favour of the Arabic, that physicians might read Avi-
cenna and Rhazes in the original; and with vegard to the last,
we shall reply, on the authority of Dugald Stewart. « It isin
many cases a fortunate circumstance when the words we
employ have lost their pedigree, or (what amounts nearly to
the same thing,) when it can be traced by those alone who
are shilled In anclent and modern languages. Such words
have in their favour the sanction of immemorial usage, and
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the obscurity of their historyprevents them from misleading
the imagination, by recalling to it the objects or phenomena
to which they owed their origin. The notions, accordingly,
we annex to them, may be expeeted to be peculiarly precise
and definite.” (Stewart's Phil. Essay, p. 184.) Indeed all at-
tempts at descriptive terminology have utterly failed, and have
impeded, instead of advancing, the progress of knowledge,
“ Medivine (observes the same eminent writer, in another
place,) is a practical profession. That knowledge is most
essentiol to its students, which renders them the most useful
servants of the public ; and all reputation for extrinsie learn-
ing {such, for instance, as Sanserit and Arabie,} which is ac-
quired at the expeuse of practical skill, is meretricions, and
deceives the public, by dazzling their judginent.”

Although Mr. Tytler has throughout, unconsciously to
himself, we doult not, overstrained his arpument, yet is there
one passage which, we are free to confass, trenches on the
extravagant. ¢ The greatsources of our langnage,” he states,
< prust he shown; the Saxon, the Latin, and the French. We
nmst explain what words and what idioms are derived from
cuch, and what changes they have undergone in thelr pas-
suge, Till this be all done, difficult as it may seem, we may
by mneh practice Impress upou the natives a sort of jargon,
aml agree to enll it Fnglish 5 but it will bear scarcely more
rescmblance to real Bnglish than te the dinlect of the Hot-
tentots.”  Ina word, il we do not make lexicographers of
native sub-nssistant sergeons, they will not be able to set a
fracture, or to preseribe & dose of calomel ; aud their Eng.
lish remarks or diveetions, though perfectly intelligible, will
smount, in fact, to nathing but 2 Mottentot jargont Need
we, i refutation of this exegrerated view, remind your Lord-
ship, that there are wany respectable native gentlemen in
Caleuttst, who Dboth speak and write English correctly and
fluently # The works of the late Rammolan Roy were not
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written in a Hottentot dialect ; and at this moment there are
three newspapers m Caleutta printed in the English language,
and yet edited by natives. ‘Why should not other native stu-
dents be equally successlul with those alluded to? We
readily grant that much is to be yet done to render the Eng-
lish language mere popuiar in India ; but assurediy the most
likely way of effecting this very desirable end, is not to be-
stow a premium apon the study of the Arabic, Sanscrit, and
Perstan, and to close the portal of employment to the Eng-
lish student.

According to Mr. Tytler, it is not only the difficulty of
acquiring the English, which is such a formidable cbstacle in
the way of the learner, but the almest insurmountable one of
finding properly quatified English teachers. We begto refer
your lordship to his observations on this head, contenting
ourselves with the remark, that if English is not to be taught
to native medical students, until such an utopian seiection of
schoolmasters as Mr. Tytler indicates be made, then must
the English language, and the treasures of scientific know-
ledge it contains, belong to them a fountain sealed.

Mr, Tytler has several elaborate comments on the study
of Greek and Latin, the scope of which isto show, that these
languages have a greater affinity to the English language, than
English has to Sanscrit, Arabic, and Perstan, The argument
is ingenious, but far from conclusive. Latin and Greek, in-
deed, were the languages of the learned in Europe, as Ara.
biz and Sanscrit are of the learned in India. There the
parallel ends. Evglish, however, enjoys an advantage that
Latin did not at the epoch alluded to by Mr. Tytler. It
is a living language ; it is the language of a great people,
many of whom, it may now be expected, will settle in this
country ; it is also the language of the governing power. It
is ot too much Lo expect that the time is not far distant
when English will become much more popular than it is, and
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when to speak and write it correetly will be deemed a dis-
tinguishing privilege. Let English have falr play, and be
placed nt least upon a par with Sanerit, Arabie, and Persian,
and it will become manifest to the most indifferent observer,
that the natives study the latter, not because they are the
best media for instruction, but because they lead to employ-
aent and competency, which the English does not.  Perhaps
an exeeption should be stated with reference to the Sanscrit—
Judging from a recent memorial of a rumber of Hindu youths
to the seeretary of the sub-committce to the Sanserit College,
representing, that after many years spent in the study of
Sunerit, they are in a destitute condition, as they can find
neither employment nor consideration among their conntry.
men.

So loug as Ruropean literature was confined to Latin,
Mr. Tytler estimates the attempts of our ancestors as mere
toreed Bmitations of the classics, the far greater part of which
ure vow deservedly forgotten, Supposing the fact tobe even
us stated, it ents both ways ; and we may, by a parity of rea-
suning, issume, that so long as Bastern literaturc is confined
to SBanserit, Arabic, and Persian, the writings of Indian
students will be mere foreed imitations of the Sanscrit, Ara-
bic, sk Persion classics.  But Mr. Tytler is a great deal too
sweeping i his remarks; for many of the works of our an-
cestors In seienee, worals, and poetry, that were written in
Latin, so fur from bemg forgotten, are held in the highest
cstintativn, cven at this day, and arc remarkable no less for
strength of reasoning than for purity and elegance of expres-
sion, We shail be perfeetly content if native students should
D found to think 25 justly, and wiite as heautifully, in English,
a8 DBuchunan, Bacon, and varicus others did in Latin; or, to
come nearer our own times, and in a professional walk, as
Warvey, Sydenham, Bocrhaove, Haller, Heberden, and Gre-
gory did, in the same language.
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It should be borne in mind, that when Latin was, it may
be said, the cradic of science, the English language had not
attained that fulness and correctness of which it can now
legitimately boast. The style of vernacular writers was not
formed, beivg quuing, pedantic, and vitiated ; composition
was in its infancy, and there were but few writces. The
times, too, were far from favourable to the coltivation of
latters.

To compare Boglish ecmposition as it was in those days,
with what it afterwards becane, would be to fustitnte 1 come
parison butween a Iindoo figure-maker and Canovi. Ever
since the Reformation, the English language las beew ad-
vancing to its prescut mognificent state of wniversality,
coplousness, and beauty. It would, ndeed, be a strange
thing, if In onr day, when more works are published ina year
than were in the elden time printed n half a centory, the
native youth of Tndia, who may turn to the study of Inglish,
shonld, in defianee of the standard works pat iuto their
hands, and in spite of precept and example, follow sueh pe-
dantic and vitiuted wodels as those alluded to by e Frtier.
Faets dlaily ocenrsing around us, demoustrate the grounwl-
Tesaness of such a lear.

“ As it wus in Eavope,” contends Mr. Tytler, “so it wili
be with the Bugiish productions o the natives ol Indin; they
will be n mere patchwork of sentences extracted [row the
few English books with which their authors are sequabnted.™
Mr, Tytler shonld ag lnst Rave shown, that, to produee such
an eflter, the cirawnstances were precisely the sane is the
two countries. How he Ias reached Bis postulate, he las
not condeseended to suy 3 nor is it of much importance to
know ; for it is, ufier wll, a hypothetical assumption. Yo e-
commending that uative medical students should possess a
Enowledge of English, we are swayed by hope, not of their
writing books, good or bad, but of their thorenghly under
standing and digesting valunble works in that Janguage, cem-
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prising a3 it does an inestimable body of sclentific information;
and in progress of time, of their translating them into the
vernacular tengues of India, for the benefit of their country-
men, We wish them to be able to drink at the fountain-
head, instead of depending to allay their mental thirst with
driblets of tranelations, occasionally from the hands of an
European,

But the exclusive study of English, Mr. Tytler deems,
will be chargeable with producing an effect which he greatly
deprecates. Tt must necessarily, he thinks, discourage the
natives from the cultivation of thelr own tongues, Were
Arabic and Persian their own tongues, there would be some
show of reason in the ohjection ; but when we bear in mind
that they are as foreign to the people as Foglish, its validity
vanishes at once. To the great body of the people, too, the
Sansceit Is in effect quite a forem language. Of the absorp-
tion of that language we need have no fear, so long as it is
the interest of the Brabmins to foster it. But if the thing
were possible, we are by no meusns disposed to view the
substitution of English for these tongues as a misfortave.
As to the ohjection, that the study of English would put an
end to all native composition and indigenous Literature ; we
would simply inguire, if there is in the world 2 less edifying
and more barren literature than that of Hindoostan, or one
that has done less for morality, philosophy, and science ®

With reference to thas imitation of English writers, which
Mr. Tytler assumes would beset native students, that gen-
tleman quotes with complacency a saying of Johnson, “ That
no man was ever great by imitation,” and amplifies the apoph~
thegm so as to comprehend masses of men ; as if the saying
stood, that no people ever became grest by imitation. The
saying thus applied, becomes an untenable sophism ; for, on
reflection, we shell find that the converse of the position
holds true; since civilisation itself is nothing else but a com-
plex system of imitation.

L
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We beg now to call your Lordship’s attention to the opi-
nions of the Rev. Mr. Duff.  In reply to the question, whe-
ther, in order to teach the principles of any science to native
boys, he considered it necessary that they should know San-
serit, Avabie, and Perstan ? the reverend gentleman replies,
that, © In reference to the acquisition of European science,
the study of the languages mentioned would be a sheer waste
of labour and time ; since, viewed as a media for receiving and
treasuring the stores of modern science, there is, at present,
no pessible conneetion between them.”  On the other hand,
in reply to the question,— if he thought it possible to teach
native boys the principles of any scicnee through the medinm

~of the English language ? He replied, that, © The experienee
of the last three years has, if possible, confirmed the con-
viction he previocusly entertained, not merely that it is pos-
sible to teach native boys the principles of any scicnce
through the medivm of the English language, but that, in the
present incipiont state of native improvement, it is next to
impossible to teach thew suceessfully the principles of any
stiepce through any other mediwmn than the English,”  He
further records his opinion, that the stndy of the Bnglish
language might be rendered very popular among the natives.
“ The sole reason,” he justly observes, © why the English is
not now more & gencrab and anxious object of acquisition
among the patives, 1s the degree of uneertainty under which
they (the natives) still Jabour as to the ultimate intentions of
tiovernment, and whether it will exver fead them into paths
of uscfulness, profit, or honour; only let the intentions of
Governnient be officiolly annonnced, and there will be =
general movement among all the more respectable classes.”
But the teaching of Eoglish acquires much importance, when
we consider it, with Mr. Duff, as the grand remedy for
obviating the prejudices of the natives against practical ana-
tomy. * The English language,” he wrges (Mr. Dufl”s replies,
p. 32}, “opens up a whole world of new idess, and exainples
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of success in every department of scievce ; and the ideps so
true, and the cxamples so striking, work mightily on the
swseeptitide minds of native youth ; so that by the time they
have acquired @ mastery over the Eaglish language, under
judicions and cnlightened insgructors, their minds are almost
wetamorphosed into the texture and cast of Evropean youth,
wnd they cannot help expressing their utter contempt for
Hindeo superstition and prejudices,”

There s an arpument of fact put in by Mr. Duff, which
is adiirably to the point.  We allude to the Introduction of
the Lnglish lasgnage sud of English science among the
Srottish Nighlanders, whose native language, to this day, is
the Unelie. The parallel is a very faiv one ; for no people were
mare superstitions, more wedded to their own customs,
awd more averse to leaving their native country, than the
Tighlandors = but sinee the introduction of the English lan-
guage antong them, the state of things is much changed. The
same observation applics to Irclund and Wales, where, as in
the Mighlands of Seotlund, the Bhglishis aforeign language ;
and yet its acquisition i eagerly sought after by the natives
of all these countries, as an almost certain passport to em-
ploymeat.  There are medical men, uatives of these coun-
tries, seattered all over the workd, whose mother tongue is
Welsh, Irish, or Gacliv, which, as childven, they spoke for
veurs—ijust as the childeen of Buropean parents in Tndia
spenk Hindoostunee and Bengulee ; with this difference, how-
ever, that the latter soon forget the Oriental tongnes ; while
the youth whe aequire the indigenous langoage of Ireland, the
Scottish [lighlands, and Wales, never lose the language of
thost countrics, boeanse they do not quit them ¢l 2 mare ad-
vaneed period of life.  For the first years of youth the High-
Iders nt sehool, even of all ranks, think iu the Guelic ; but
this does not prevent their acquiring such a fluent and busi-
ness-like knowledge of Xnglish, as to cneble them to pass
throwgh life with credit, and not unfrequently with distie-

L2
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tion. What is there in the condition, physical or mozul, of
the natives of this country, that should render them incu-
pable of acquiring English as easily as the Irish, the Thigh-
landars, and Welsh ? .

(Signed) J. GraNT, - - - - Presideat.
J. C. C. Butnnriany,
C. L. TrrveLvan,
Tronas Svens, Members,
Ranconur, Sen,,
M., J. BrauLEy,

THE LEND.
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