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PREFACE. 

AS I have seen but a part of the countries 
which I am about to describe, it is neces

sary that I should give an account of the sources 
from which I have drawn my information; and 
I take the opportunity, thus afforded, of ac
knowledging my obligations to the gentlemen 
from whom I have received assistance. 

I was engaged for a year on my journey to 
the King of Caubul's court, and another year 
elapsed before the mission was finally dissolved. 
The whole of that period was employed in such 
enquiries regarding the kingdom of Caubul as 
were likely to be useful to the British govern
ment. The first part of the time was spent, by 
all the members of the mission, in the acqui
sition of general information; but during the 
remainder, a precise plan was arranged among 
the party, and a particular branch of the investi
gation assigned to every gentleman who took a 
share in it. 

The geography was allotted to Lieutenant 
Macartney (Mr. Tickel!, the other surveyor, 
h~ving been seut back to India on duty); and 
he was assisted by Captain Raper, already 
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known to the Public by his account of a Journey 
to the Sources of' the Ganges. The climate, 
soil, produce and husbandry were undertaken 
by Lieutenant Irvine, and the trade and revenue 
by Mr. Richard Strachey. The history fell to 
Mr. Robert Alexander, and the government 
and the manners of' the people to me. 

,V c had abundant opportunities of' enquiry 
while in the A/ghaun dominions; and, after our 
return, we continued to examine the numerous 
natives of' those countries that accompanied us, 
and those whom we could meet with at Delly 
aud in its neighbourhood. We also went to 
the fair at Hurd war (the great rendezvous for 
natives of -t-~- countries north-west of India) 
and into the Atghaun colony of Rohilcund. 
By these means we completed- our reports, 
which were transmitted to Government in the 
end of 1810; at which time I set ont for the 
Deckan~ and- considered my share in the trans
actions of the Caubul mission as at an end. 
Mr. Irvine had then thoughts of' writing an 
account of the Afghauns, for which, hom the di
ligence and extent of his researches, he was well 
prepared; but, as it had from the first been less 
his object to describe a particular people, than 
to enlarge his acquainulnce with the history of 
human society, his investigations soon led him 
to some general views, which he thenceforth 
determined to pursue. ,For this purpose he has 
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been ~ccupied, during the last three years, in 
laborious enquiries into the condition of dif
ferent oriental nations, and his account of Cau
bul has in consequence been abandoned. 

I was first determined to undertake the task 
by the suggestion of Sir James Mackintosh, 
whose zeal for the promotion of knowledge has 
been felt even in these remote countries. He 
strongly recommended that the geographical 
information collected by the gentlemen of the 
mission should in some shape be communicated 
to the Public; and his kindness in offering, on 
his departnre for England, to superintend the 
printing of what 1 might prepare for puWica
tion, removed the greatest obstacle to my enter
ing on the design. About the same time, ac
cidental circumstances brought a number of 
Afghauns from the parts of the country with 
which I was least acquainted, to Bombay and 
Poona: I accordingly renewed my investigations 
with their assistance, and I now lay the result 
before the Public. 

What I have already said has in some mea
sure explained my obligations. By the kindness 
of the other gentlemen of the mission, I was 
allowed the use of their reports, of which I have 
often availed myself; both to direct my en. 
quiries, and to supply the deficiencies of my 
information. 

I am indebted to Mr. Strachey for many 
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materials relating to the royal ,revenue, the 
tenures of land, the price of eommodities, and 
the trade of the kingdom. Mr. Stradley had, 
besides, the goodness to allow me the use of his 
journal to correct my own, in drawing up the 
narrative of our proceeding,. The history of 
the three last reigns is. taken from Mr. 
Alexander; but it by no means gives a just 
idea of the interesting details which his work 
contains. 

I find some difficulty in explainKlg my obli. 
gations to Mr. Inine. I have drawn from him 
most of the facts relating to the rainy seasons 
of Afghaunistaun, much of the slender ac· 
count I have given of the animals, minerals. 
and vegetables; a large portion of my inform. 
ation on the husbandry and produce, and some 
facts in the geography and statistics; but I have 
left the grcat~r part of his valuable report un· 
touched; and although I have always had the 
respect fi)r his opinions which is due to the care 
and accuracy of his researches, yet I have, in 
many cases, had opportunities of investigating 
myself the subjects to which they relate, and of 
asserting. on my own authority, the facts he has 
recorder!' On the other hand. the constant 
communication I had with Mr. Irvine, till the 
final dissolution of the mission, gave me op. 
portunities of deriving much information from 
him on subjects unconnected with his own 
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branch of the enquiry, and renders it impossible 
for me to discriminate the ideas lowe to him 
from those which occurred to myself. 

From the late Lieutenant Macartney I have 
taken the direction of the mountains, the course 
of the stream~, the relative position of the 
towns, and, in short, almost the whole of the 
information contaiued in the map. I have also 
obtained from that officer's memoir many par
ticulars which I have used in my descriptive and 
statistical :!ccounts of the country. The zeal 
and abilities of the late Mr. Macartney are well 
known to the government which he served; and 
his frank and disinterested liberality in com
municating his informatiou, will long be re
membered by all who were interested in the 
geography of those countries to which he had 
at different times directed his attention. I could 
not refrain from this tribute to the merits of this 
much regretted officer; but it would ill accord 
with the modesty and aversion to display for 
which he was himself distinguished, to indulge 
in any further panegyric.· 

.. The western part of Mr. Macartney's map is already, 
in some measure, before the Public, the first draft of it 
having been introduced, with some variation, into the map 
prefixed to Mr. Macdonald Kinnier', Geographical Memoir 
of'the Persian Empire. The eastern part also is probably 
published before this, as when I last heard from England, it 
was about to appear in a map of India which Mr. Arrow .. 
s.mith was preparing for publication. 
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I take this method of returning my best 
thanb to Mr. W .. Erskine at Bombay, for his 
readiness in replying to my references on many 
points connected with the geography and history 
of Asia. The Public will, I trust, ere long be • 
enabled to judge of the value of the time which 
he sacrificed from so kind a motive. 

It will be sufficiently obvious that I have not 
had any professedly literary assistance in the 
composition or correction of my book; but I 
have not neglected to avail myself of the advice 
of my fi'iends, by which many imperfections 
have been removed. 

Mere fimlts of style would be of little con
sequence, if the sub,tance of my account were 
free fr01ll error. From the natnre of my under
taking, lllany mistakes will doubtless be dis
covered, when our acquaintance with the coun
tries I treat of is increased; but in the present 
state of our knowledge, no attempt to elucidate 
them can be reckoned presulllptuous ; and what
ever errors I may be found to have committed, 
will not, I trust, be ascribed to want of industry, 
or to indifference about truth. 

Among, those to whom I am most indebted 
for advice, I may take the liberty of naming 
Mr. Jenkins, resident at the court of Nagpore, 
and Captain Close, assistant to the residency at 
Poona. To the latter gentleman, indeed, I am 
bound to acknowledge my obligations, as well 
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for the aid he afforded in collecting and ar
ranging somc parts of my materials, as for the 
benefit I derived from his judgment in the 
general execution of my work. I believe I 
have now noticed all the favonrs I haye re
ceived, which are not adverted to in the places 
to which they refer. I am indeed afraid that 
I have said more on this subject than the im
portance of the whole production will be thought 
to justi(y. 

I have a few words to say on the spelling 
of the proper names. It is always difficult to 
represent Asiatic words in our characters, and 
this is increased in the present instance by the 
want of a uniforlll system. Lieutenant ~Iacart
ney had adopted Dr. Gilchrist's orthography, 
which is perhaps the best extant for. the ac
curate expression of Asiatic sounds, and which 
is also by far the most generally current in 
India; but as it is little know{l in Europe, I 
have given a table of the powers it assigns to 
the letters; which will enable the reader to pro
nounce all the words where it is made usc of~' 

• Dr. Gilchrist has given the folIowing table for the 
vowels, each of which is in'Variablg to be pronounced as it 
is in the English words written over it: 

Ball Sun There Beer Bill Poll Poor Our Dry. 
A U E Ee I 0 00 Ou Y. 

The consonants are, I believe, pronounced as in Engljsh, 
except C and G, which are always hard. 
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I myself used no particular alphabet, but en
deavoured to express all words in our letters 
without altering the sounds which they usually 
have in English. This plan, however, has led 
to some inconvenience, for, as I was guided 
entirely by my ear, and as the same sounds 
can be expressed by different letters, there was 
nothing to fix the scheme I had adopted in my. 
memory; and, in consequence, when a word 
recurred after a long interval, I frequently 
changed the spelling without designing it. This 
evil was increased by the many interruptions I 
was exposed to, which at different times obliged 
me to suspend my proceedings for many months 
together; and my attempts to reconcile the 
inconsistencies thus produced, have rather in
creased than removed the confusion. The most 
material words, however, are pretty uniformly 
spelled, and I hope no great embarrassment will 
arise from the irregularity of the others. 

The engravings are all portraits, except num
bers III. XIII. and XIV., which, though ae-

The signs Gh and Kh are added, and represent, the first, 
the sound of the Persian Ghine, which is nearly the same 
as a Northumberland man would give to R; and the second 
represents the Persian Khe, and has a resemblance to the 
Scottish and Irish ch in loch (a lake). It is to be observed, 
that when a consonant is repeated it is to be pronounced 
double. Thus dd is not to be pronounced singly, as in pad
dock, but doubly, as in mad·dog. 
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curate representations of the dresses and equip. 
ments they are designed for, are not likenesses 
of individuals. They are all done by Indian 
artists, except numbers V. VI. VII. and VIII., 

, which are sufficiently distinguished by the su
periority of their execution: for them I am in. 
debted to Lieutenant R. M. Grindlay of' the 
Bombay establishment, who drew them from 
Afghauns just arrived from their own country. 

POONA, JUNE 4. 1814. 
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NOTICE REGARDING THE MAP. 

I I~TENDED in this place to have given an account of the 
mode adopted by Mr. ftfacartney in the construction of his 

map, and to have shewn, in (ietail what part of my geogra
phical information was borrowed from him, and on what 
points his opinion and mine disagreed; hut, on consideration, 
I think it better to give the most important part of Mr. Ma
cartney's memoir in an Appendix, and to it I beg leave to 
refer my reader: he will there find, besides the matter to 
which I principally allude, good accounts of the OXllS, the 
rivers of the Punjaub, and other interesting subjects. I have 
still, however, some observations to offer. Mr. Macartney's 
de!;ign in forming his map was to embody all the information 
he had himself collected, and to leave the task ofcomparing 
it with the opinions of other geographers, to those who had 
more leisure and better opportunities of consulting printed 
authorities. It is not, therefore, to be understood when he 
differs from his predecessors, that he had examined and re
versed their decisions, but merely that the accounts he had 
recei"ed differed from those already in the possession of the 
public. Of the value of hig accounts, it may be well to say 
a few words. The foundation of the whole rests on the lines 
formed by the route of the mission, where the bearings and 
distances were taken by three different gentlemen, each of 
whom had a perambulator of his own. The latitude of the 
halting places was also ascertained by observation, as was 
the longitude of the principal points on the route. 

~rr. Macartney has himself explained (Appendix D.) the 
manner in which he laid down the country beyond those Jines, 
by means of native intormation. It is obvious that this part 
cannot be so accurate as the fonner, and can scarcely hope 
to go beyond an approximation to the truth; but it ought to
be much more exact, as well as more full, than any thing we 
already possess on the subject. The surveyed line is ad .. 
vanced many hundred miles beyond what it was when the 
last Dlap was made, and the number of routes collected from 
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the people of the country give a great advantage over the 
slender materials before obtained: nothing indeed gives a 
higher idea of the genius of Major Rennell than a compari~ 
son of the materials he possessed with his success in settling 
the geography of the countries in question. A good deal 
might be said to prove that the new information is not to be 
disregarded because it is procured from the natives; and it 
might be urged that the Afghauns :l.re remarkable for observ
ation and veracity, and that it is common among them for a 
man to repeat a route after a long interval, without varying 
either in the di$tance or direction of a single stage; but this 
question is of the less consequence, as nothing is known of 
the geography of the countries in question that is not derived 
from the natives. 1\lr. Foster, it is true, has published his 
route through the Caubul dominions, but he gives the num
ber offarsangs in each stage, according to the information he 
recci\'ed, and not the number of miles, as he would have 
done had his distances been the result of his own ob!:'ervatiolls. 
I consider this preference of Mr. Foster's as a proof of his 
judgment, for he had no instl"uments, and, however superior 
he was to the natives in all the other requisites of a traveller, 
he could not be so good a judge of the length of a stage as a 
person who had often travelled it, and was besides accustomed 
to estimate the rate at which camels move. 

The principal alterations I have myself made in the map 
lie to the south of Ghuznee, and to the north of Hindoo 
Coosh. Mr. Macartney possessed fewer routes in the south 
of Afghaunistaun than in any other part of the kingdom, and 
the information I obtained in the Deccan referred principally 
to that quarter; I therefore conStructed the southern part of 
the map anew, and am answerable for as much of the tract 
between the paralells of Ghllznee and. Shikarpoor, as lies 
west of the range of Solimaun, and south of the river Tur .. 
nuk. In framing this I derived great advantage from using 
Kelauti Nusseer Khaun (the position of which has be~n ascer
tained by Messrs. Christie and Pottinger) for one of my fixed 
points, as well as from the means I possessed of settling the 
position of Dauder with tolerable precision. It still stands 
nearly where Lieutenant Macartney put it; but his judg-
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mellt has been confirmed by many routes of mine, and by a 
map drawn up by Mr. Pottinger, in which it is placed within 
a few miles of its position in Mr. l\Iacartney's map. All to 
the south of the parallel of Shikarpoor will be found in the 
printed maps: I have nothing to add to the public inform~ 
ation. In the southewest I have availed myself of Mr. Chris .. 
tie's route (published hy Mr. l\lacdonald Kirmier) for fixing 
the position of JelialJabad in Secstaun. I have made but a 
,slight deviation from the printed route, and that for reasons 
which appeared to justify the c11ange; but I have retained 
Furtalt and Heraut in the situations assigned to them by Mr. 
Macartney. No olher position of Heraut would agree with 
Mr. Macartney's routes, or my own information. I have 
not indeed been able to ascertain the authority on which it 
has been placed in the position now generally adopted. 
Major Rennell proceeded on the'information of Mr. Foster; 
but that traveller observes that the road from Gimmuch 
(Dimmuk) to Heraot has nearly a northern course (Vol. II. 
page 115.); and if such a direction were given from the point 
fixed for Gimmuch in Major Rennell's map, it would bring 
Heraut nearer to the position assigned to it by Mr. Ma· 
cartney than any other that has yet been thought of. 

Mr. Macartney had placed Bokhara in latitude 370 45' 
north, and longitude 630 10' east, which was so contrary to 
received opinions, that I was induced to examine it particu~ 
larly; and I soon found it equally inconsistent with my own 
information. I have no doubt Mr •. Macartney was under a 
mistake; and that he was led into it, partly by a very erro. 
neous route (the only one he possessed between Heraut and 
Bokhara), and partly by his fierlooking the pro' ... erbiallength 
of the marches in Toorkistaun. My information confirms 
his positions on the road:) to Bokhara, south of Hindoo 
Coosh; but from that mountain I find many of them too 
short. I am not satisfied with my own position of Bokhara, 
which i! in 39° 27' north latitude, and 62° 45' east longi. 
tude. Anthony Jenkinson, who took an observation in 1558, 
declares the latitude to be 39° 10'; while Mr. Thomson, 
who visited Bokhara in 1740, asserts it to be in latitude 
39° 30', though without saying whether he had observed it 
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or not. Major Rennell places it some minutes to the 80utb 
of 39D 30': but the greatest variation is in the longitude, 
which Major Rennell fixes upwards of forty minutes further 
west than I have done. I should have been inclined to 
adopt his account from respect for his authority, but it could 
not be reconciled to my information • .-

On the whole, I cannot hope for much accuracy in my 
share of the map. having never before attempteu any thing 
of the kind; but I hope it may be useful till something better 
is brought forward, and that, even after the principal points 
are fixed with mOTe accuracy, the intermediate routes will be 
found of some service . 

.. The-route from Bokhara to Chushmeh Moree, and that from 
Bulkb to the same placE:', were taken down from theiuformation of 
a very intelligent native of the last named city: they were then 
protracted without the least alteration in tbe distances or directions, 
and agreed within a mile or two in the position of Chushmeh Moree. 
I w:u obliged to alter the direction of my only route from Chushmch 
Moree to Hcraut. The former direction would have placed Hernut 
twenty miles west of its present situation, which could not have been 
reconciled to the route to the l>ame city from Meror:haak. The third 
route from Kubbermallch was taken from Mr. Macartney's map, 
without any alteration in the distances. It was inserted into mine 
after all the adjoining position,; had been fixed, and fitted its place 
with the utmo~t exactness. It is worth while to observe that the 
place where Moor or Merve falls in these routes, is JlC8rly the.samc 
as that assigned to it by Mr. Macdonald Kinnier on grounds entirely 
di.~tinct. 
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