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PREFACT

Tue FEuropeans have given the
name of Hindoostan to that heauti-
ful portion of Asia, which is com-
monly called the East Indies. Ac-
cording to Lbe native geographers,”
Hindoustan Proper extends ouly from
Thilet to the river Nerbudda, and
consequently,  comprebends  about
hall of the Peninsula. All  that
lies to the south of this line they
denominate Decean.  Following the
practice of the European geogra-
phers, we shall apply, indiscrimi-

b



vi PREFACE,

nately, the name of India or Hin-
doostun, to the whole region which
is bounded on the east by the Ganges,
on the west by the lndus, on the
north by the mountains of Thibet
and Tartary, and on the south by
the ccean,

Nature reems to have taken de-
light in lavishing upon this beauti-
ful country her most valuable gifts.
Beneath a serene sky ued an ever-
buiiliant sun, the &o0il produces ex-
quisite species of fruit, and abundant
harvests. Numberless vivers mode.
rate the heat, and diffuse fertility

over every part of the country, The
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cotton-plant {urnishes in profusion
the material for the light garments
adapted to the climate, The tra-
veller, whether he jJourneys along the
coast, or penctrates into the interior,
is enchanted with a succession of
scenery of superlative beauty.

It is not by these objects, how-
ever, that the mind of the philosophic
observer is most powerfully struck,
Immense citivs, now too large for the
reduced number of their inhabitants,
and still adorned with the ruins of
magnificent temples and tombs ; and
wonderful edifices, which have not
even transmitted to us the names of

b2
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their founders, attest at once the an-
cient splendour and the present de-
émdalinn of the people of Hindoo-
stan, But amidst the ruins of these
master-pieces of the arts, the man-
ners and customs of the natives seem
to have remained unchanged, and ex-
hibit the same features under which
they were portrayed by the Greeks,
who visited India two thousand years
ago,

Nawure, in bestowing wpon Hin-
doostan all that was calculated to
tempr the rapacity of foreigners,
whose country had not been favoured

with the like advantages, seems to
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have denied to the people of this
highly-favoured region, the strength
and courage to repel iovaders: they
have, therefore, been successively
subdued by the Persians, the Moguls,
and the Europeans. Their institu-
tions have, no doubt, tended to fa-
cilitate the conquests of these na-
tions, The voluntary penances 10
which certain devotees doom them-
selves for life, prove, at least, that
the Hindoo 1s not deficient either in
courage or fortitude ;: but the odious
institution of castes, which has con-
demned the greatest part of the in-
habitants of India to perpetual ab-
b3
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jection and wisery, could not fail to
degrade their souls, and stifle within
them every feeling of love for a
couptry which kuew them not, or
for a government which oppressed,
instead of protecting them. When
this institution was first established,
it was natural fo expect that it would
be revolting to these classes of the
people whom it so deeply humbled.
To prevent the effects of their dis-
coutent, it was deemed necessary to
enchain them hy the terrors of reli-
gion. Hence all these superstitious
practices which accompany the Hin-

doo from bis cradie te his death.
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‘The laws, 1canners, and customs, nay
the useful arts themselves, are all
subject to religion, which interferes
with even the moest inditferent actions
of life: and as 1t was no deubt ap-
prehended that despair would dnve
the Hindoo 0 seek a more comfort-
able life in a less genial elime, a re-
ligicus injunction forbade him ty pass
the Indus.

Tiwe, superstition, and the very
necessity of dying in the caste and
the profession in which he was
burn, have by degrees accustomed
the Hindoo tohis fate.  Provided v

leave hun his usages and Lits supersti-
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tions which time and habit have ren-
dered essential to him, he cares not
who is his master. Such is proba-
bly the cause of the little resistance
experienced by the conguercis who
bave successively reduced this coun-
try.

Be that as it may, if we except
some military tribes who have had
the good sense to shake off the yoke
of this law of castes, and have hi-
therto retained their independence,
there is scarcely amy pért of Hip-
doostan but is now under foreign do-
minion ;: indeed, the whole of the

peninsula, if not actually subject to
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the British government, may be said
to be under its influence.

With each new conquest, the num-
ber of foreigners settled in the coun-
try, was increased to such a degree
as at length, perhaps, to exceed that
of the original natives. Hence the

~difficulty  of furnishing am accurate
description of the people of India,
A writer has, in {act, to trest uat of
a siugle nation, but of a great
number of patiuns intermixed toge-
ther.  Under 1he same Slavert;ign
and 1 the same country, we find a
natien ol Mahometans, another of

Christians, a thitd of Gacbres, and
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cent publications been consulted in
the compilation of these volumes,
but material assistance has also been
derived from private svurces, and
chiefly from a collection in four folio
voluies, containing coloured draw-
ings of the Iindoo deities and of
patives of ull professions, executed by
a Hindoo artist, for, and under
the inspection of M. Leger, former-
Iy governor of Pondicherry, and now
in the possession of M. Nepveu,
hookseller of Paris. Seven eighths
of the plales which illustrate this
work are enoraved from those de-

. signs, and grear part of the expla-
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nations relative to the trades of the
Hindoos which accompany them, have
been introduced into these volumes.

The 6irst treats of the religion,
the religious opinions and sects of the
Hindoos.

The second and the greater part
of the third are occupied with the
first caste, or caste of the Bramins,
and whatever is connected with them,
such'as the religious cerelnonies,
-marriages, funerals, laws and super-
stitinns, ®

The latter part of the third vo-
lume is devoted to-the seeond caste,

C
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J
or the caste of the rajahs and the mi-

litary, and consequently embraces all
that relates to government, armies,
encampments, fc,

The fourth and half of the fifth
volume treat of the third and fourth
castes, and describe the trades and
professions followed by the persons
belonging to those castes.

The second part of the fifth vo-
lume and the sixth comprize matters
that could not be introduced with
propriety in this division, such as
the languages of Hindoostan, the fine

arts, the sciences, the popular di-
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versions, and a notice of some of the
most remarkable objects in patural
history.

Curious and interesting as the in-
vestigation of the manners of so ex-
traordinary a people a5 the Hindoos
must be of itseif on mauny accounts,
still the interest and curiosity which
it is calculated to excite, canpot but
be greatly heightened by the present
close connection between their coua-
try and Great Britain, We say the
present connection, for we shall not
lay particular siress on the notron,
suggested however by a gentleman,
eminently gqualified by his pursuits,

c 2
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to proneunce an cpinion on the sub-
ject, that our island was the cradle
of the rddigion and mythology of the
Hindoos.  Their Puranas indeed
speak of the sucred isles in the west,
which are the holy land of the: Hin-
doos, and of which Sweta-dwipy, or
the IWhite Islund, is the prineipal
and the most famous, There the
fundawenial and mysterious transac-
tions of the history of their religion,
in its rise and progress, are recorded
to have taken place, This Whiie
Island, this holy Jand in the west, is
so Hitimately conuvected with their

religion and mythology, that the one
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caonot be separated from the other.
Major Wilford, who has ably dis.
cussed this eurious subject in the
Asiatic Researches, expresses his
conviction, founded on mature con-
sideration, that the White Island is
no other than England, and that the
Sacred Isles of the Hindoos are the
British islands,

There are not wanting numerous
coincidences which favour this no-
tion of that profound orientalist.. To
every northern country, aud in almost
every system of worship, signs of the
Hindoo religion may be discovered ;
and there is a strong resemblance

¢ 3
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between many of the llindoo festi-
vals and the old feasts in E::gla-nd.'
The like affinity is perceptible be-
tween the Sanscrit and the languages
of Europe, both ancient and modern,
and among others 1o that which is
the mother of the English.

Leaving this field to the caltiva-
tion of the professed antiquary, we
are content to direct our view to the
interesting spectacle of an Jodian
empire, containing seventy millions
of native subjects to the British
sceptre. It has been the fashion, we
know, to teprobate the exteution of

British dowinien in the East, and to
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stigmatize it as acquired by perhdy
and retained by cruelty and oppres-
sion. This outery, solong and so
industriously kept up, has at length~
subsided, and the prejudices which
gave 1ise to it are discarded by all
but those who are resolutely bent on
reviling cvery wieasure that is sanc-
tioned by the govermnent of their
couutry.  They deplore with ten-
devest sympathy the fall of every
faithless tyrant and petty usurper,
unmindful of the important benefits
received by  bumaunity from the
change.

The Hindoo character is a most
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extraordipary compound of gentle-
ness and ferocity, kinduess and utter
insensibility to the strongest feclings
of natwre. The man who would
shrink with horrot trom the destrue-
tion of an animal or au insect, has
no scruple to take away his own life,
or the lives even of those who are
most closely connected with him by
blood. Hence suicide and murder
are crimes of common occurvence in
Hindoostan. The immaolation of wi-
dows, the systematic destruction of
female infants, and the sacrifice of
numbers of wrctched victims at the

shnne of superstition, are practices
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which prove the power of religion to
recoucile the human mind to the
~ greatest enormities, This prodi.galitj
of life has received an important
check from the Dritish government
in India; and if it has uot yei abo-
fished all these customs as 1t has
done that of infanticide, we are con-
vinced that this is owing to the diff-
cuity of devising means to accom-
plish s0 desirable an end, without
revolting the natives by its inter-
ference. At any vate we have al-
ready the satisfaction of kunowing
that many thousand lives are an-
nually saved through the efforts of

Britisk humauity.
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The security of person and pro-
perty is an advantage enjoyed by the
patives of British India, in a degree
unknown under any other castern
government. Of this the Hindoos
themselves are so sensible, that many
of them who had fled from the ty-
ranny of their native rulers, have been
known to return to their respective
countries as soon as the latter be-
came subject to the British domi-
nion, under which they can peace-
ably pursue their professions and the
practices enjoined by thenr religion.
The natural results of this security
and indulgence are an inerease of po-

pulation, and an agriculturat apd com-
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mercial prosperity never atlained by
those provinces under their former
sovereigns.

When we farther consider the es-
tablishment of the College of Cal-
cutta, for the study of the native
languages and literature of India; the
ardour with which these are culti-
vated by many of our couutrymen in
the east, as is abundantly atieated by
~ the Asiatic Researches, and other
publications; when we moreover re-
flect on the zeal which is manifested
in the establishiment of missious and
the preparation of translutions of the

sacred Scriptures, in the different dia-
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lects of the vast peninsula of Hin-
doostan, we eannot help viewing in
the events which have placed so
Jarge a portien of it in British hands,
the dawn of an era brought ahout
by Providence, for the purpose of
conferring the blessings of civil and
religious liberty on the hitherlo en-
slaved Hindoos, of communpicating
to them the light of genuine science,
and thus producing an immense ac-
cession to the mwass of human hap-

piness.



HWHINDOOSTAN
En fMiniature,

RELIGIOX OF THE HINDOOS,

Tae Hindoos are not idolaters, 8z it has
been 30 often asserted : they acknow-
edye in reality but oue Supremne Being,
though they pay the same kind of wor-
ship to the jmages of their gods a= the
Roman Cathelics du to those of the
Virgin Mary and the Saints,  The vul-
gar, indeed, ignorant and stupid 2 they
are ull over the world, withoul investi-
gating either their actions or their creed,

YOL, I, h
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give themselves up tu the mostextrava-
gant superstitions.

The deities of the Hindoos are but the
ministers and favourites of the Supreme
Being, emanations of his essence, who
appear under various formns to destroy,
puni~h or amend the wicked; and tu
encourage, proteet, andreward, thegood.
Some will not adwit of these emana-
tions from the divinity; maintsining
that the gods were but mortals, whom
the Supreme Being endued with guali-
ties supetior to those of other men.
Be this as it may, so much it certain,
that we find among the Hindoos the
most sublime ideas of a Sovereign Ruler
of the universe, coupled with the most

absurd and ridiculous notions respeet-
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ing the inferior deities, to whem, ac-
cording tv their theology, the sole in.
comprehensible God has committed the
government of ull created things,

Parabraina is the supreme, eternal,
infinite, ulmighty being, who created all
that exists. The Hindoos have had the
goeod sense not to dishonour him by any
fuble, or to represent him uader any
form.

Absorbed in the contemplation of
_ himself, he resolved, say their sacred
books, to communicate his perfections
to heings susceptible of teeling and of
happiness. These beings were not then
in cxistence : the etcrnal willed it, and
they were.  He first created three celes-
tial beings, or spirits of a superior or~

B2
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der—Brama, Vishou, unpd Sheeva: af-
terwards, Moissaxsour, and the whole
host of angels and celestial spirits. on
whom he imposed no other law than
that of adoring their creator. After a
certain thine, part of the heavenly lost,
misled by the wicked rounsels of Mais-
sassour, rebelled against the creator.
God punished them by everlasting ba-
nishinent from bis presvnce, and con-
deruned them to cternal torinent: but
after another space of tine, at the inter-
vessivn of Brama, Vishuu, and Sheeva,
God permitted the rebel angels to be
placed in o siate of probation, in which
they might have an opportunity of de-
serving his pardon.  Te this end he

created the visible universe, composed
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of fifteen globes of purification, of which
our earth is the middlemost. The seven
inferior globes arc destined for the
penance amd punishment, and the seven
superior for the purification of the peni-
tentangels. {iod thencreated and placed
upon the earth niuety-nine different
Kinds of wmertal bodies | the last and most
noble of which are the Gholf, or cow,
and Murd, man, to be successively ani-
materi by these spirits, who were des-
tined to suffer physical and moral evils
proportioned to their past disobedience.
Such as shall pertist in rebellion or mis-
behave in the last form, shall he again
sent back to enderak, or the lowest
globe, to begin their penance anew, and
to pass again through the ninety-nine
B 3
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transmigrations. Those, on the con-
trary, who shall go through the fifteen
globes, performing penance and obeving
the divine precepts, shall be restored to
their original state of felicity. The
faithful angels have obtuined permission
to descend into the same regions of
penance, to watch- over their fallen fel-
lows, and to preserve themn fromn the
snares of Moissaszsour and the other
ringleaders of rebellion.

Such is the origin of the multitude
of gods and godidesses, demi-gods, and
demi-goddesses, differing in runk and
power, and subordinate in a thousand
wavs to one another. Seme dwell in
the stars, the air, the sea, the woods,

the rivers, and all other created things,
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like the naiads, fauns, satyrs, dryads,
hamadryads, &c. with which the Grecks
peopled all nature ; while others form
companies of celestinl mtsicians, ayiuphs,
daemons, furies, &c.

All these spirits are comprized in the
denominations of deva or deouty, rood
wenii, and deitti, evil genil.  The deouts
are almost atwayvs at war with the deitts:
the former are peculiafly Jdevoted to
Vishnu, the latter to Sheeva.  Iu the
battles which they fight with one ano-
ther, both are liable to wounds and
even to death: hur their respective
gurts, Wwho are their spiritual direc-
tags and physicians, restore them to
fife.

The number of deouta amounts to
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thirty erores,’or three hundred millions ;
that of the deitti, to eighty crores, or
eight hundred millions. The Hindoos
have vomposed the courts of their prin-
cipal divinities npon the plan of those
of their princes. They have their mes.
seDgeTs, payes, singers, dancing-girls,
doctors, poets, buffoons, &c.

The recchase and the dinera are two
species of deitti more mischicvous than
the rest, They wre piants, daemons,
who devour man and heast : they as-
sume all soris of hideons shapes, and
can nake themselves invisible.  For the
purpose of appeasing their wrath, sall
chapels are erected, and sacrifices gre
sometimes offered to them.

The Aeouta and the deitér can like-
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wise take various shapes at pleasure :
they transform themselves into men,
beasts, pygmies, amd enormouns giants,
whose heads touch the stars, and whose
feet descend to the abyss of hell. The
imagination of the Orientals is much
warmer and bolder than ours. The
poets and sculptors, who borrow so
largely from the mythology and the
metamorphoses of the gods of Greece
and Rome, would be exceedingly puz-
zled to bring the fietious of the nations
of the east within the commpass of their
art.

Brama, Vishnu, and Sheeva, form the
Infliun trinity, calle | Primurti, or, cor-
rectly speaking, it is the Supreme Being

Limself, under the triple character of
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ereator, preserver, and destroyer. [ See
the Frontispicee). They are sometines
designated by the three letters A, U. M,
ke first two of which are sounded like
along o, so that altogether they are pro-
nounced like ome; a mystic word, on
which the pious Hindoo frequently me-
ditutes in silence, but which, out of
respect, he never sutfers to escape his
lips,

Almost all natious have exaggerated
their own antiguity, with a view to aug-
ment their importance . it may reason-
ably be supposed that the Hindoos,
whose imagination has no curb, are not
in this point behind any other people.
They are profuse of years and ages to

form a single day of their Brama.
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" They believe that the Supreme Being
has fixed four ages, or yowg, for the
course of penance and purification of
the fallen spirits. These ages they term
sati, treta, duapara, and cali.

The satiu, or goldeu age, lasted three
millions twoe hundred thousand years.
The Bramins, the first of the four castes
into which Brama has divided man-
kind, were then in possession of the
authority, and there was nothing om
earth but innocenceand virtue. Human
life extended to one hundred thousand
years,

The freta, or silver age, lasted two
millions four hundred thousand years.
The Khattries, or second caste, then

had the preponderance: vice was intro-
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dueed into the world, but as vet it
formed only one-fourth of its composi-
tion, the other threc-fourths consisting
of virtues. Men began to degenerate,
and the duration of their life was re-
duced to sixty thousand years.

In the duapara, the third, ur copper
age, the Vaisya, or third caste, had the
rule. Vices and virtues were then in
equal proportion ; and human life was
abridged to one thousand vears. This
third age lasted one million six hun-
dred thousand yvears,

In the fourth, or the prescnt age of
the world, called cali or cali-youg, the
Sooders, the fourth and last caste, pre-
dominate : the proportion of vices is

three-fourths, and that of virtues one-
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fourth only. The life of man is reduced
to one hondred year; and it i the
good alone, whose pumber is very smaill,
that atwain this age. The torrent of
vice which inundates the earth, has,
from a fatal necessity, prodnced a mul.
titude of actions unknown to preceding
ages ; and when the last fourth of vir-
tues shall be annihilated, Vizhnu will
put an end to the corruption of man-
kind, by Jdestroving the humun race and
the terrestrial globe.  The cali-gorg will
last one hundred thowsand years, of
which five thousand are already past.
Authors differ réspecting this clirono-
logy, either because they bhave been
instructed by Bramins, who were not
well informed, or Lecause the Bramins

YoLu, 1, “
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themselves caleulate differently in the
diferent parts of Iadia; or hecause
there may be a variety of opinions on
this point: but yet almost ull of them
think alike on the subject of the anti-
quity of the world ; for those who di-
minish the duration of one age, in-
crease that of another in proportion.
A learned Bramin lsughed, oun being
told, that we Europeans reckon omnly
abont six thousand vears since the cre-
ation of the workl, and, pointing to an
old man with & long white beard, asked,
if it was possible to believe that he waa
born but the preceding day. -

The Hindoos call the whole of their
four ages a divine age; a thousand di-

vine ages form a eafpa, or one of Bra-
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ma's days, who, during that period, suc-
cessively invested fuurteen menus, or
holy spirits, with the sovereignty of the
carth. The menu trapsmits his em-
pire to his posterity fur seventy-one
divine ages, and this period is called
manawitara, and as fourteen mant.
teanfare make but nine lmndred and
ninety-four divine ages, there remain
six, which are the twilight of Bramna’s
day. Thirty of these days form his
month ; twelve of these months one of
his years; avd one hundred of these
vears the duration of his existence.
The Hindoos assert that fifty of these
vears have already elapsed, so that we
are in the first day of the ficst month of
the fifty-first vear of Brama’s age, and

2
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in the twenty-eighth dirine age of the
seventh menarcantare.  The first three
human ages of this age, and five thon-
sand vears of the fourth are past. The
Hindoos therefore calculate that it is
131,400,007, 205,080 years wince the
birth of Braisa, ur the beginning of the
world.

The first menr in the present day of
Brama, was surnamed Sawayambhava,
or son of hiin who exists of himself.
To him is artributed the institution of
the religious and eivil dutics that are
gtill  obzerved umony the Hindoos.
Hence some Bea may be formed of the
prodigious antiquity aseribed by the
Hindoos to these iustitutions.

We know little more than the names
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of the five menus who succeeded the
first ; bt the Hindoo works give many
particulars concerning the life and pos-
terity of the seventh menw, who is
called Falvnsiente, or child of the zun.
He hud ter sons, and was attended by
seven richeys, or huly persons,

During the reign of this menw, the
earth was inundated, aod the whole hu-
wan race destroyed by a deluge, with
the exception of this religious prince,
and the seven rivheys and their wives,
who took refuge in an ark. Vaiva-
swata’s children were not born till after
the deluge.

The seventh menx is considered as
the ancestor of the whole human race,
for the seven richeys who were preserved

e 3
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with him in the ark, do not appear to
have had human progeny. His poste-
rity are divided into twe great branches,
called the children of the sun, after
iz reputed father, and the ehildren of
the moon, from tle father of the hus-
band of his duughter Tla ; for the moon
is a male deity nith the Hindoos,

The male descendants, in a direct line,
of these two families, are supposed to
have reigned in the cities of Oude and
Vitors, till the thousandth vear of the
present aze, when the solar and lunar
dynasties became extinct. The menu
rcigned in person during the last zold-
en age: for the Hindoos, deeming
it wrong to place a sacred personage

in tines of Inpurity, assert that the
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menu reigns only in the golden age of
each divine age ; and that he disappears
in the three other ages, and does not re-
turn till the golden age of the suc
ceeding divine age.

According to the puranas, or Indian
books which treat of the creation and
of the history of the gods and heroes
of antiquity, fifty-five princes of the
solar, aud forty-five of the lunar race,
governed the world during the second,
or silver age. Twenty-nine princes of
the first, and twenty-four of the second
race, r.;:ignetl during the third, or cop-
per age : and lastly, they reckon thirty
gencerations of each of the two families
during the first thousand years of the

cali-youg, or the present age.
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Since that period, which is the epoch
of the accession of Pradyota to the
kingdom of Magadha, or Behar, the
foundation of which dates from the be-
ginning of the caliyoug ; a regular chiro-
nology records the number of years of
each dynasty, to the destruction of the
original government of the Hindoos -
but this belongs to the history of India,
which is foreign to our present subject.
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BRAMA.

Brama, Birmah, or Brouma, is one of
the three pereons of the Indian trinity,
or rather the Supreme Being under the
attribute of Creator. Brama, the pro-
genitor of all rational beings, sprung
from a golden egg, sparkling like a
thousand suns, which was hatched by
the motion hmparted to the waters by
the Supreme Being. Brama separated
the heavens frem the earth, and placed
amid the subile ether the eight points
of the universe and the receptacle of
the waters. He had five heads hefore

Vairevert, one of Shcera's suns, cut off one
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of thern. Heis delincated floating on
a leut of the lotus, a plant revered in
India. The Bramins relate, that the
fifteen worlds which compose the uni-
verse were each produced by a part of
Brama’s bodyv. At the moment of our
birth, he inprints in our heads, in cha-
racters which cannot be effaced, all that
we shall do, and all that is to happen to
us in life. 1t is not in ovur power, nor
in that of Brama himself, to prevent
what i3 written from being fulfilled,
Brama divided the Hindoos iuto the four
castes or tribes mentioned in the pre-
veding chapter, and which will be fur-
ther noticed hereafter.

Brama, considered 23 God the Crestor,

has, however, neither teple, nor wor-
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ship, nor devotees : the Bramins alone,
on account of their origin, address their
prayers to him every morning.

Tt was pride that deprived Brama of the
poojah, as the ceremony which the IFn.
doos are obliged to perform every wmorn-
ing, in honour of their gods, 15 called.
Brama immagined himself equat to Sliegva,
decause he possessed the power of creat-
ing, and therefore insisted on the pre-
eminence over Vishnu., The latter way
eurayged athis prestmption, anda dreadful
conflict ensued.  The stars fell from the
firmatment, the andens {the visible hea.
vens) burst, and the earth trenbled. The
Aeeerkels, ot deoutus, demi-gods, filled
with consternation, implored the Mid

to support them ; amd Guod appeared
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before the combatants, in the form of a
pillar of fire which had po end. At this
sight their fury subsided, amd they
agreed, that he who should find the tup
of the pillar, should enjoy the pre-
eminence over the other. Vishnu as-
sumed the form of a wild boar, duy
boles in the ground with his tusks, and
peuctrated to pandulen, hell. He pro-
ceeded a thousanl cadons in the twink-
ling of an eye. Brama, in the shape
of a bird, soared towards the summit,
fiving two thousand cadens in a mo-
ment. In this way the one continued
descending and the other ascending for
nne hundred thousad years, but yet
their scarch proved fruitiess. Atlength,

having exhaustul their stremgth, they
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reflected on their imprudence, and re.
cognized the Lord.  But as Brama at-
tempted to cheat Vishou, and to make
him Lelieve that he liad discovered the
top of the pillar, Sheeva decrced that
ke should never have any temnples on
carth,

Brama, according to the vulgar my-
thulogy, takes but little notice of hu-
qan affairs.  ldentified with the sun,
he is adored by the Bramins in the
wayeerl, the most sacred passage of
the redus {or sacred hooksy, which is
wself ranked amonyg the gods, and to
which offerings are made. One of the
most important attributes of Brama is
that of father of leyislators; for it was
Ws ten sons who diffused laws and the

VoL, 1. D
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sciences over the world. He is consider-
ed as the original author of the vedas,
which are said to have issued from his
four mouths ; though it was not till a
Iater period, that is, atout fourteen hun-
dred years hefore Christ, that they Jere
collecterd and arranged by Vyasa, the phi-
losopher and poet.  The ia:v:a which bear
the name of Menu, the son of Brama,
and the works of the other righeys, or
holy persons, were also re-copied, or per-
baps collected from tradition, long after
the period when they are said to have
been published by the sons of Brama.
Brama, the father of the legislators
of India, has a considerable resem.
blance to the Jupiter of the Greek

poets, the father of Minos, whose ce-
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iebrated Jaws were published in the very
ame ventury that Vyasa collected the
vedas, Jupiter was worshipped as the
;um, by the name of Anaur or Arur,
:nd Brama is identified with that lumi.
ary.  The most common forio in which
L.rama is represented, is that of a man
with four heads und four hands ; and it
: remarkalle that the Laced®iuonians
ave four heads to their Jupiter. Last-
tv, the title of Father of Gords and
‘ien is cqually applicable to Brama and

»Jupiter.

Brama is delineated holding in one
‘vmd a ring, the emblem of inmortality ;
w another, fire, to represent force;
¢ with the other two, writing au olles,
¢ palmleaves, the emblem of logis-

p2
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lative power. ¢ Soc the anncred en-
graving.)

Brama’s wife, or #acti, is Saras-
wadi, the goddess of litersture and the
arts. She is considered sometimes as
the duughter, at others, as the sister of
Brama ; and by the name of Bramani,
she is one of the eight primary mothers
of the earth, wives of the governors of
the eight parts of the world.* In onc
of the =acred hooks she i introduced
speaking of herself, nearly in the terins
of the famons inscription on the statne of

I6is : Famall that has been or shall be.

* These are: 1 fndra, governor of the
easr,. 2. dgnee, of the south-east; 3. Ya-
na, of the seuth ; 4. Nyrute, of the south-
west; 5. Varung, of the west; 6 Pavun,
of the north-west; 7. Curere, of the noith
8, [swura, of the north-rasi.
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The govse, the embiem of vigilance, is
consecrated 1o her, and ¢he is frequently
represented borne by that bird, holding
a book in one hand, and plaving on the
vina, or Indian lyre, with the other.
She is sometimes secn in the train of
Brama, when, seated on a lotus, be
holds the eedas i one haod, and con-
secrates the instruments for sacrifice

with the three others.

n o3
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SHEEVA.

Sheeva is the deity who seems to
have obtained the most general wor-
ship. In his attributes, he has seme-
times a resemblance to Brama, at others,
to Vishuu, and frequently to the sun.
The douable character of destrover and
restorer, peculiar to him, has analogy
with the operations of nature, which
annihilates nothing, but which, uader
the appearauce of destruction, merely
changes the forms of bodies. His
NAIMCS are too numerous to be mens
tioned here: the principal are Rudra,

frora,and Muhadei:a. Under the pame
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of Rudra, he is cruel and takes delight
in sanguinsry sacrifices ; under that of
Ixora, he is absolute lord of all things ;
under that of Mahadeva, or great god,
he is adored un all the mountains of
India; and he has also numerous vo-
taries in the plains. His worship
very much resembles that of Osiris in
Egypt, and of Dionysus, or the Indian
Bacchus, at Athens; and it is remark
able. that opoe of the thousand and
eight iuncarnations of Sheeva was Dev
Nuwush, and one of his names Baghie,
We leave philologists to decide, whe-
ther Ixora and Osiriz have the same
signification ; be this as it may, the re-
semblance of their attributes and wor-

ship afford reason to believe that they
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are one and the same, The bull, vul-
garly called nundi, iv consccrated to
Mahadera, who is frequently repre-
sented riding on that aniral ; and Apis,
te which diviue hunours were paid in
Egypt, as they are in India, to all sni-
mals of the bull species, was one of
the types of Osiris.

Under the name of Rudra, Sheeva
corresponds with the Stygian Jupiter,
or Pluto; and there iz not a less
curicus resemblance hetween Shecva
and Jupiter. The name of Trigprhal-
mes, given to the Grecian Jupiter.
whose statue was found about the time
of the Trojan war, with a third cve in
the middle of the forchead, and that of
Trilochan, by which Sheeva is usualy
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denominated, when he is represented
with threc eyes, have precizely the same
signification.  Under the name of Cal,
or Time, he bas also some resemblance
to Chromos, or Baturn, who like him
waz supposed 1o be delighted with sa-
crifices of human victima,

Sheeva is one of the greatest deities
of the Hindous: some sects even as-
sert that the other gods are subordinate
to him, or merely his attributes. He
is a particalar favourite with the
lowest clusses of the people, and with
the Sapiassis, a religious order, who
invoke hiwn as their peculiar patron, by
the name of Dourghati. He is some-
fimes represented with reveral heads;

bt in general only one is given to him
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The number of his hands differs from
four to thirty-two, and each holds a
different weapon, as a sword, a club, a
hatchet, &c. He is seated on a tiger’s
er elephant’s skin, and wears round his
neck a chaplet of human skulls. The
river Ganges is seen issuing from the
top of his head, where he laid it down
to rest in descending from heaven to
earth. '

He resides on Mount Kailassa, which
is composed of rocks, every fragment
of which is a preeious stone of inesti-
mable value. There he i3 surrounded
by celestill nymphs, while his wife
Parvati, a goddess sprung from the
mountain, sits by his side and partici-

pates in his pleasures and his honours.
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Parvati is one of the most celebrated
divinities in the legends of the Hin-
doos: she is the same as Maha-Cali,
or the great goddess of time. Victims
of all kinds, froin man to the tortoise,
are saerificed to her in this character.
It is she who punishes the wicked; and
in this poiut, and alse as the goddess of
enchantments, she agrees with Pro.
serpine, Diana of Tauris, or the triple
Hecate.

Diana of Ephesus, who was repre-
sented with several breasts, was consi-
dered by the ancients as one and the
same with Cybele and the earth. Par.
vati has also the name of Bhavani, or
the female nature on earth, whep she

appears with the distinctive charac.
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teristics of the Eplesian IHana: never.
theless, the particular name of the god-
" dess of the carth is Prithivi, an inferior
deity, wha is often confounded with
Bhavani. Cybele rides on a lion; so
does Bbavani, thougl, in quality of
Sheesva’s wife, she 1= often seen accoms-
panied Ly the bull.  Diauna, Ceres, and
Cybele, are supposed to he the same as
Tsiz, the wife of Osiris, and the name of
Parvati, as the wife of Mahesa, or
lTvore, is Jsa,

Besides these characters, which she
has in common with the deitics of
Greece, Parvati is Dourga, or active
virtue : under this attribute she van-
guished Molssassour, the demon of

vice, and one of the rebel angels. This
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conflivt has been celebrated in songs
and pocms by "all the Hindoo sects.
1t is represested in the annexed en-
graving, faithiully copied from au In-
dian painting ; and the accoune given
of it s us fullews . —

When theangel Moilssassour rebeiled
against the Sapreme Being, he meta-
morphesed himself into a1 bufale, and
in that forin made war for one hundred
years on Indra ant his celestial Losts,
whom le defeated and drove out of
heaven, Indra wandered a long time
upon earth with his vanguished deseta:
at Jengtn, by the advice of Brams, he
solicited the assistance of Vishnn and
Sheeva,  These deities, commiserating
hix inisfortune and exasperated againat

VOL. I.
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Moissassour, exhaled from their moutks
a flame, which was transformed nto a
goddess of incomparable beaury.  This
was Parvat, under the name of Donr-
ga. Mounted on s tiger and Ler four
hands armed wiily o sabre, a lance, o
serpent, and « dagmer, chie proceeded
against the usyrper, pursued him in
all the furms thot le assuwed to elude
her wrath, wid, av length, setting ler
foor upon bhis Lead. sue eut it off with
ber sabre. From the trunh of the buf-
falo instantly sprune a lozman bust,
bearing in owe arw o sabre and in the
other a buckler, This animal, half-
budalo and halfoman, prepared for ano-
ther attack on its conqueror: but

Donrga, throwing the serpent she hula
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in her hand round his ueck, thrust her
lance inte his heart, and thas pnt an
en:d to the combat. In connpemora-
tion of this victuiy the people of Ben-
gal and the Makwuttas sacrifice a buf-
falo to Donrga,

Loder the name of MahaUgli, she
is represented as Lideously ngly, with
teeth and mails of immederate Tength,
armns and whip+ in her eight hands, and
o chapler of skulls pound her neck.
By the appellasion of Bhaani, she is
less terrible, and lLier festival s held in
spring . but Dourgas s ber favonrite
ehararier,  Her festival is solemaized
in antumn, with great parade and re-
joicing - her statues aie then carried
o piocedsion to the nearest river or

E 2
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Yake, and thrown inte the water. Thig
practice originated in the belief that
Dourga, after ¢iving happiness and
prosperity te India, retired inlo the
(Ganges, where she receives such as
throw themselves in ; accordingly, these
Hindoos who drown themselves in this
sacred river are deemed most happy,
and no pains are taken to prevent or
to save them.

Padmala, and Camalys, bors of the
Lotus, are likenise names of Parvati;
and here she is decidedly the Venus of
the western mythologists; she issued
upon a flower fram the foam of the sea,
and wus hailed ag the goddess of heauty
by the celestial powers, who gave her

in marriage to Shecva, She is the
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mother of Munmadin, Camdep or De-
pwc, the Cupid, and Carticeya, the
Mars of India: and the peacock, which
. the former rides, s frequently placed
beside her. Ganesa, the god of wis-
dom, is also reckoned one of her sons;
and she is considercd, equally with Sa.
raswadi, as the patroness of the sciences.
The miners, employed in extracting
metals from the bosom of the earth,
ate alse under her protection, and to
her is ascribed the juvention of stringed
wusical instruments.  In this point
she resembles Minerra, and as she is
alike skilful in the arts of war and ot
peace, we have strong reason to believe
that she is no other than that goddess.
The statues of Mercury and Minerva,
EJ
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placed together by the high-roads,
had probably the same origin as those
of Sheeva and Parvati, which are ex-
tremely common in India,

Parvati is particularly the goddess of
women of the lower class, who invoke
her on all occasions.  She has likewise
a sect of worsLippers, called Sactis,
who acknowledge uo other deity. At
the entrance of the temples of Sheeva
and Parvati is always placed an ox with
a tortoise at his feet. The Grecks, who
adepted the forms and the details of
the ancient mythologies, with the mys
tie signification of which they were not
always acquainted, inveated the fuble of
Chelone to explain the presence of the

torteise in the temples of Jupiter.
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Sheeva had several sons: the irst and
most powerful is Gamese, the god of
wisdom, and who also presides over
marriage, His statues, like those of
the god Terminus, are placed by the
side of roads and on the boundaries of
townships and villages. He is adored,
like Pan, under trees and in woods :
and on the coast of Coromaundel heis
the object of o particular worship, un-
der the name of Polear. At Chinsura,
divine honours are paid to the incarna-
tion of Ganesa, under the figure of the
god of that conutry; and he is uni-
versally venerated throughout India,

When a person proposes to build a
house or any other edifice, the first

thing he does is to sanctify the spot,
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by strewing cow-dung and ashes over
it; and in the next place he never fails
to erect upon it a statue of Ganesa.
In short, the god of wisdom is the most
popular of all the deities of Iudia, and
has the nearest resemblance to the
Lares, or household gods, of the an.
cieats. Hanooman shares this attribute
with him among the lower classes of
the Hindvos. Like the Janus of the
Romans, Ganesa has two faces and
sometimes four, to indicate that nothing
escapes prudence, and that it views at
once the past, the present, and the fu-
tare. The pious Hindoos begin all
sacrifices, religious ceremonies, and
prayers, not excepting sitich as are ad-

dressed to the superior divinities, and
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all business of any importance, with an
invocation to Ganesa. There are few
hooks to which are not prefized the
wordz, Hail Concsa !

One of the attributes of Ganesa, that
of patron of literature, ke has in com-
mon with the Apolte of the Greeks,
though Crishna, one of the arcatars,
or incarnations of Vishnu, of which
we shall treat presently, bears a closer
reseinblapce to the god of Delphi,
Ganesa is depicted with a bady of pro-
digious dize, an clephans’s bead, com.
monly with four hands, and some-
times, az we bave ohserved, with four
faces. The animal which acconpanies

him is usually the rat, the emblem of
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foresight, The following story is re-
lazest voneerning it. .

Tl:'s rat was a giant, called Guedve-
wonga-Churin, on whom the gods had
conferred nmmortality ; hut he abused
Lis power, aud did much mischief to
mankind, why hnplored the protection
of Ganesa. The latter, pulling out
one of his tusks, threw it with such
foree at (sucdyemonga-Clurin, that the
tooth entered his stomach and over-
threw hiny, The siant instantly trans-
tormed himself into a rat us large asa
mountain, and ran up to attack Ganesa,
who leaped upun his back, saying:
“ Thou shalt heoeeforth cacry me.”

Ganesa i frequently scen with Shee-
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va and Parvatiin the groves of Kailassa,
where it is his employment to fan them
with & chamary, or fan mwade o fea-
thers, while Narcda plays on the ring
(Iyre; which is accompapicd ly the
celestial choirs.

The Hindoos, when they adore Gas
nesa by the name of Polear, cross their
amns, and strike themselves several
blows with their closed fists on the
tewmples ; then, still keeping their arms
crossed, they lay hold of their cars
and make three inclinations by bend-
ing the knee: after which they clasp
their hands, strike their foreheads again,
and address their prayer: to the god.
They entertaln the Liyhest veneration

for him, place his image in all the tem-
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ples, in the streets, the roads, the fieids,
and at the foot of trecs, that every one
mway have opportunities of mvoking
bim in ease of need, and that travellers
may be alle to preseut their offerings
to hin hefure they pursue their route.
Sheevu’s second son s Supramanya :
his father produred him from the eye
i the middle of his furehead, to de.
stroy the giant Soura Parpina. The
latter, by dint of penance, had obtained
the gevernment of the world and im-
muortality ; but he became o wicked,
that Sheeva was obliged to punish Liw.
He sent against hito Supramanya, whlo
fought him in vain for two days |, bue
at length he was fortunite enotgh to

cut the giaut v two, The two parts
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turned, the one inta s peacouk and the
other iato a cock.  Supramanva took
the peacock to ride upon, and ordered
the coch tu Keep neae iy on s car.
Accordingly, in the tewples cotseerated
to him, an w il hose of Sheeva, io
which ke has adway- wsmall caapol, he
i szem riding on a peacock, with six
heads and vwelve arms.

Supruany s represented with four
bands, two of which are armed with
daggers, waile a third kolds a lance,
and the fuirth s empty. The peacuck
18 at bis feet,

Fuireeert is the tlird son of Sheeva,
whe made Lim oont of bis breath, and
commissioned him to punish the pride
of the dererkels and penitents, and to

¥uL, I, I3
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humble Brama, who esteemed himself
the greatest of the gods. Vairevert
tore off one of Brama’s fire heads;
be killed the dererkels and the peni-
tents, and caught their blood in Bra.
ma’s skull, He afterwards restored
them to life, and gave them humbler
and purer hearts.

According 10 some Hindoos, it i3
Vairevert, who will come at the expi-
ration of the* four ages, at Shecva’s
commund, to destroy the world ; but
according to others, that office will be
performed by Vishau, Vairevert is
represented with four arms, three eyes,
aud two projecting teeth in the shape
of crescents. He wears, hy way uf neck.

Iace, & string of hecads, which hang
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down to his belly; his girdle is com-
posed of serpents; hiz hair is of the
colour of fire: bells are attached to
his feet, and in his hands he holds
a tidi, a choulon, 8 eord, and the skull
of Brama. Vairevert is represented
riding on & dog: he has several tem-
ples, but is principally worshipped at
Cashee, near the Ganges.



n HINDOOSTAN

VISHNU.

Of all the gods of the Indian mytho-
logy, observes Mrs. Graham, (in her
Letters on ludia,) 1 like 77shnu best :
for besides being charged with the duty
of our preservation, it cannot be denied
that he ie a very amiable deity. We
do not find that he suffers himzelf to
be hurried into those violent passions
which dizhonour the majesty of Sheeva,
nor do we see that he resorts to unwor-
thy artifices, like Indra, to give suc-
cess to evil designs: but he is always
ready to take upon himself the afilic-

tions of humanity, for the purpose of
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relieving the wretched. Tt is he, who,
by his kindly influence, prevents the
effects of the rage of Mahadeva, and
preserves the present order of the crea-
tion,

Jupiter, in his attribute of preserver,
is the westeru prototvpe of Vishun,
Both preside over the rites of hospi-
tality, and protect strangers; and the
celestial eagle constaotly accompanics
one as well as the other. But Vishnu
is also Faeruna, or the god of the
waters. Under this character he is
armed with a trident, or sceptre with
three prongs. Sir William Jones calls
Varuna a form of Sheeva ; but it seems
more natural to consider him as Vishnu,
who, Uy one of his names, Narayan, is

F 3
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represented Aoating on the ocean upon
a leuf, and sometines on the great ser-
pent, Maha Shesha. Sheeva and Vishnu
frequently exchange their attributes,
and even their arms : hence the former
occasionally Dears the trident which
belongs to the latter.

When Vishou is not represented
sleeping ou the ocean, he is depicted
with four arms and sometimes more,
an agreeable aspect and huucsome
figure, Hiz colour is dark blue: he
holds a lotus, the emblem of water,
the ckakra, or ornamented disk, and the
chank, or couch; he i3, worcuver,
armed sometimes with the agrecastra,
or fiery dart, perhupz the lightning,

and at others, with the trident. His
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head is sometimes adorned with three
tresses, the emblem of the Ganges,
which, it is said, flows from Vishnu's
feet over the head of Sheeva, and which
is called Triveni. The three tresses
may perhaps also represent the three
great rivers, the Ganges, the Jumna,
and the Saraswati; the latter of which,
according to the Bramins, communi-
cates with the iwo others by a subter-
raneous channel.

Vishnu is frequently horne upon the
wings of Gurura, or Gureds, who is
commonly represented with a hiuman
body and the beak and wings of a hawk.
Here we recognize the eagle of Jupiter
and hix companion, Gapymede. Vish-

nu’s paradise is the reicondon, where he
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enjoys the company of his beloved
Lacshmi, the exquisitely beautiful god-
dess of fortune and abundance, and one
of his wives, She is also called Sris,
which signifies prosperity, and Comele,
born of the Lotus, and is considered
as the mother of Manmadin, She is
consequently the same as Parvati; and,
indeed, it scems as if all the goddesses,
as well as ail the pods, might be re-
duced to a single deity, whose differeat
attributes they merely represent. The
pames of the three great divinities, nu.
merous as they may be, are all reducible
to these of the sun, fire, and air, and
these to that of a great deity, who is
visibly represented in the creation by

the sun ; but in the vulgar wythology,
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Sourya, the god of that luminary, is a
personage of much less iwportance than
any of those composing the great Tri-
nity. He hLus nevertheless a numerous
sect of worshippers, who have taken
from his name the appellation of Sou-
ras. The sun, in his splendour, is no
other, according to the gayetri, thae
truth and the supreme intelligence,
which creates, governs, and animates
the whole universe. The lcarned in-
voke him with panicilar Teneration ;
but the only notion which the common
people bave of bhim, is derived from
seeing his image drawn in a car by ge-
ven green coursers, and by a horse with
seven Lieads, preceded by Aroun, who
performs the office of leader, and in‘
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wlhom we may recognize Aurors, and
followed by the twelve aditis, or months,
and thousands of genii singing his
praises. Sourya is believed to have
frequently descended from his car in
human shape, Two of his sous, called
Aswinas, are regarded as twins and re-
presented like Castor and Pollux. They
preside over medicine ; and they are the
offspring of a2 nymph, whe, in the
form of & mare, was impregnated by the
rays of the sun.
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INFERIOR DETTIES OF THE HIN-
DOOS.

Tehandra, the moon, is like the god
Lunus of the ancient [talians, of the
male sex. Fable relates, that the
twenty-eight Junar stations into which
the heavens are divided by the Hindoos,
are cach the abode of a wife of Tchan-
dra, whom the god visits in turn. He
is invoked with Sourya and the planets
in all sacrifices. His car iz drawn by
an antelope, as that of Diana was by
a stag.  All the horned animals, the
hare, and the rabbit, are under his spe-

cial protection.
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Yama, the god of death, and sove-
reign of pandelon, or hell, is also judge
of the souls of the dead, which, at stated
pericds, repalr in crowds to Yamapore,
kis dread abode, to receive sentence.
Hence they either ascend to suerga,
the first Lieaven, or are cast into marac,
the vegion of serpeils, Or assume upon
carth the form of some animal, unless,
from the nature of their offences, they
are dovmed to reside some tinse in ve-
getables or even in quineral subatances,
The milky-way i> the road by which the
souls travel to Yamapore. Yama re-
sembles Pluto, or rather, perhaps, Mi-
pos. One of his titles t= HDherma-rajn,
king of justice; another, Pitripeli,

Jord of the potriarche ; and a third,
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Sraddha-deva, wod of faneral offerings.
He is also Cole, or lime, though
Sheeva is somctimes waorshipped by
that appellation. Yamia is represented
with a frightful face, mounted on o buf-
falo, and holding a stick in his hand.
The Hindoos say, that this god of
deatl expired himse!f under the blows
of Ixura, owe of the names of Sleera,
from whom he attempted, in his six-
teenth vear, to steal away Marcandam,
the ward of that deity. Men ceased for
somé time to bhe subject to deatl,, and
hegan to imagine themselves immortal :
but the earth, overstocked with inhabit-
ants, was ne longer capable of sup-
porting them, which occasioned extra
vrdinary commotion and confusion. At

¥OL. 1. [+Y
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length, Ixora, st the solicitation of the
gods, re.apimated Yama, who sent one
of his ministers w order all the aged
to set out immediately for the other
world. The messenger, having tippled
by the way, arrived with his head
quite muddled with the fumes of wine,
and pot koowing what he was about,
instead of addressing hiwself exclu-
sively o the old, he iutimated Yama's
arders to all mankind, without dJistine-
tion of age. A prodigious number of
children, vouths. adults, and aged per-
BOUS, WEre s001 seen perishing promis-
cucusly. Siuce that time men have died
wt every age: till then their fives were
all of equal length, sud the number of

years determined the moment of death.
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The western mythologists have some-
times confounde! Plutus wih Plute:
but Curera, the god of wealth with the
Hindoos, bas no correspondence with
Yama, unless it be supposed that the
islands of gold, silver, and iron, which
form part of the dominiops of the lat-
ter, give the other a right to share hiy
empire. Cuvera, wmoreover, iz rather
the genins who presides over wealth and
metals, than a god: he has no altars,
and it is te Lacshmi, the goddess of
fortune, that devotees address their
pravers for richies.  Cuvera resides in
the palace of Alaca, in the forest of
Chitaroutra; he is drawn on a splendid
car, surrounded by a great uwinber of
handsome nymnphs, called Yacshas.

« 2
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Yama and Cuvera are twe of the pro-
tectors of the eight corners of the
world : the former presiding over the
south, the latter over the north.

Agnee, the god of fire, has usually
three tegs and four arms ; he is repre-
sented surronnded with flames, and ri-
ding upon a ram: he is one of the pro-
tecting deities of the eight corners of
the world, and governs the south-cast
portion. He has many different names,
but is best known by that of Agnee.

Fisvuearman, god of artisans, is an-
nually adored by ail those who follow
mechanical professions: the implements
of the carpenters, musons, &ec. are
consecrated to him.

Curticeya, son of Parvai, is the
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commander of the celestial armies ; he
was horn with six heads, and was
nursed by the six eritikes {Piclades) who
each suckled one of his :ix mouths.
These nurses were placed anong the
stars, at a great distance from their
husbands, the rickeys (the seven stars
of the Great Bear,) to whom they had
proved fulse. The seventh only, the faith-
ful Arundati,* was permitted to remsin
with her hushand, and to accompany
him in hig nocturnal revolution. Car-
ticeya i- also ealled Seanda; he has six

faces, as we have just observed, a mul.

* The Hindons give this appeilation to s
small atar, which is so near to the sturs of

the Greyt Bear, that it seems 1o touch
them,

G 3
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titwde of eyes, aud severa Lands armed
with clubs, arrows and sabres ; he is
reprosented oiding on a peacock, ot ac-
companicd by that bird: he is of an
irascible disposition, like kis brother
Mlars, but his power is exircmely li-
mited : perhaps he is the same 35 Su-
prananya, Sheeva’s second son, who,
like him, has 2ix beads, and is mmounted
on & peacock,

Camdes, or  Minmadin, differs but
lictle from the Cupid of the ancients.
Hu s alzo called vunge, or, without
body; and is the sun of Vishou and
Lacshimi,  Be.ides his bow und arrows,
he carries a banner, on which ts deli-
neated a fish: his bow is & sugar-cane ;

the cord is formed of hees ; the arrows
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are of all sorteof flowers :aua wnly is
heated, but the pomst 1:;\;(1\:{&.1_3%&&
kouey-comb—an allegory equally just
and iogenious, and which so correctly
expressus the pleasures and the paugs
plloducml at oane and the same time by
the wounds of love. Manmudin is re-
prescuted, as in the anuexed plate,
riiing on a purrot.

Oue day, when Vishuu, 10 deceive
Sueeva, bad assumed the figure of a
beautiful  young (cwmale, Manmadin
discharged an arrow, which pierced the
beart of the formidu'le deity, and in-
fla:ued it with Jove of tie. nyaph.  The

latter fled, and at the moment when
Sheera had overtaken her, Vishuu ré—

swmed his proper form. Sheeva, en-
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raged at the trick played upou him,
with one flash of his eyes burned and
consumed the imprudent Manmadin,
who hence received the name of Unun-
&9. He was restored to life by a shower
of nectar, which the gods in pity poured
upon him: but he remained without
body and is the only Indian deity who
is accounted incorpureal. Camdeo i3
particularly worshipped by females de-
sirous of obtaining faithful Yovers and
good husbands. In the worship paid
him by the Hindoos, obscene images,
loose songs and indecent ideas are ex-
claded : but yet they give him for a
wife a goddess, named Radi, which sig-
nifies lewdness.

Favan, the god of the winds, is the
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father of Hanooman, a deity with an
ape’s head, whose adventures are cluse-
ly connected with those of the awarara
Ramua, (for which sce the sixth incar-
nation of Vishou); but in his attributes
he nearly resembles Pan. Like the
latter, Hanooman was the inventor of a
particular kind of music¢; like him, he
dwells in woods and forests, and is at
the head of the rural deities, Pavan
supports the north-west portion of the
uwniverse,

Niureda, one of the sons of Brama,
presides over music in general, hut his
chief character is that of legisiator,
He is the messenger of the gods: the
invention of the ving, or Indian guitar,

is ascribed to himn. His actiens hare
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been celebrated by the poets, and form
the subject of a Purany.

dndra is the most important deity,
after the three great divinities com-
posing the Indian trinity. In several
of Lis attributes Lie resembles the Eu-
ropean Jupiter. Ie ia the sovereign
of the firmament, and presides gver the
different phanomena of the atmnosphere,
as rain, thunder, &c. Ile is alse the
god of illusions and imposture ; and as
he is neither maore chaste’nor more C¢on-
siant than Jupiter, his metaworphoses
had no other object than to deceive and
seduce, like those of the father of gods
and men, when he assumed the shape
of a swan, a bull, a shower of gold, &e.
His body, from the shoulders to the
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waist, is stndded with eyes, to denote
his cootinual vigilance : hence he bas
Leen compared to Argus. He is the
chief of the cclestial spirits, who are
innumerable, and who dwell in suergn,
the first heaven of the Hindoos, and the
abode of virtuous suvul: : be also rules
over the spirits of Uie earth and sea.
His favourite palace isin the forest of
Nundana, where his wife, fudrani, par.
ticipates in his pleasures and authority ;
she is commonly represented seated by
his side, on a beautiful eleplant with
three trunks, surrounded by anumerous
train of deowtss. Tmlra is ane of the
governors of the eight corn-rs of the
world ; but though the part, which is

especially under his direction, is the
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east, his Olympus i3 the Meru, or
north pole, which is allegorically de-
seribed as o mountain of gold aml pre-
eious stones.

Casyapa, the priest of the gods, and
sometimes called their father, resides,
unembarrassed by the arduous duty of
governing either gods er men, in a val-
ley, situated on the summit of a lofty
mountain. In his made of life and re.
tirement he resemlbles Saturn, when he
reigned, during the yolden age, wver
Lagum. Cusyapa amd his venerable
wife are surrounded by sacred nynphs,
lovely as the Aewriz of Mahomet, and
pure as the virgins of Vesta. At
their eourt innocence, oppressed upuh

earth, finds rest and protection; amd
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a divine security presenves everlasting
peace in their kindly shades, where
Ganesa, the pod of wisdom, i3 the
most frequent and the most welcome
visitor.

Manar Suami, a Hindoo deity, is not
well kiuown.  Some suppose him to be
Sheeva; but his priests recognize in
him an incsrnation of Supramanya,
second son of thut god. This dyetrine
is noi geuerally received ; auwd it is
rejected hy the Brawins, The tem-
Ples of Manar Snami are very small, and
stand in the felds.  In geoeral, colos-
sal figures of brick are erected at the
entrance; they represent seated doudons,
why are said to be the guurdians of
the temple. Within thewm are seen,

voL. 1. H
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representations of the son of Sheeva
and twelve young damsels. ‘These
temples are fre;uented by the Hin-
- doos of the iuferior castes, who there
perform their devotions; but they are
never visited by the Bramins, because
they hold this worship in contempt.
Mariatta, who is considered as the
goddess of the small-pox, is also wor-
shipped, according to Sonuerat, by
people of the lowest elass ouly, Ma-
riatta was the wife of the peuitent,
Chamada Guini, and mother of Parass
aurama, who is no other than Vishou
m his eighth incamation. This god-
dess bad authority over the elements;
but this power she cowld retain no

longer than while her heart continued
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to be pure. One day, going to a pond
for water, and making it up sccording
to custom into a ball to carry it home,
she saw, on the surface of the water,
figures of gramduers, a species of
eylphs of extraordinary besuty. These
granduers fiuttered over her head ; she
became enamoured of them ; her heart
was inflamed with desire ; the ball
which she held suddenly became liquid,
and mixed again with the water of the
pond. She conld never afterwards carry
any more bome, without the astistance
of a vessel. Chamads Guini henoe
discovered that his wife had ceased to
be pure, and, in the excess of his rage,
ke ordered his son to drag her to the
place of execurion, and to cut off her
u2



16 HINDOOSTAN

head. This command was obeyed;
but Parassurama grieved so much for
the loss of his mother, that Chamads
Guini told him to go and join her head
again to her Lody, and to recite a
praver, whick he taught hir, in her ear,
assuring hiu that she would then re-
vive. The son haster ed to follow these
directions ; but, by a steyular mistake,
he joined the head of his mother to the
body of a purchi, who had been exe-
cuted for her crimes—a moonstrous
union, which combined in Mariatta the
virtues of a goddess and the vices of a
prostitute.  The poddess, rendered
impure by this mixture, was expelled
from her habitation, and comunitted all

sorts of cruclties. The deverkels, ob-
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serving the ravages she was making,
appeased her anger, by conferring on
her the power of curing the small-pox,
and promising that prayers should be
offered to her on account of that dis-

ease,

23
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INCARNATIONS OF VISHNU.

There is a part of the mythology of
Indiz, which seeins to be bLlended with
the history of that couutry, and of
which, for this reason, we thiuk it
right to treat sumewhat meore circum-
stantially. It may be compared with
that of the heroic ages of Greece. This
part relates to the different awatars of
Vishnu, or his incarnaticus and ap-
pearances on earth.

The first of these weeatars has a re-
ference to that general deluge, of which
all nztions have preserved some tradis

tion. V¥ishou, we are told, wmetamor-
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phosed himself into a fish, to save king
Sattiaviraden and bis wife, during the
deluge, which had been sent as a pu-
nishment for the crimes and wickedness
of mankind., In this form, he acted as
@ rudder to the vessel which this king
had constructed, and watched inces-
santly over his safety. After the wa-
ters had subsided, Sattisviraden quitted
hiz retreat, and set about repeopling
the world. In this incarpation, Vishnu
is adored by the name of Matsya Ava-
tara.

According to some, the object of this
metamorphosis was to fish up the
vedas, or saered books, which a eertain

damon had stolen from those to whose
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care they were committed, and hidden
at the bottom of the sea.

The second incarnation is that of
Kourma, or the tortoise. The gods
and the giants, wishing to ohtain im-
mortality by eating amourdon, delicious
butter, formed in one of the seven seas
of the universe, which the Indians call
sea of milk, transported, by Vishnu’s
advice, the mountain of Mandreguivi
into that sea: they twisted round it
the serpent Adissechen, and alternately
pulling, some by his hundred heads,
others by the tail, they made the moun-
tain turn round in such & manner, as
to agitate the sea and to convert it
iuto butter: but they pulled with such
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rapidity, that Adissechen, overcome
with weakness, conld no longer endure
it. His body shuddered ; hiz hundred
trembiing mouths made the universe
resound with lisses ; a torrent of flames
burst from his eyes ; his hundred black
pendent tongues palpitated, and vo-
mited forth 2 deadly poison, which im-
mediately spread ali around. The gods
and gianis betook themselves to flight.
Vishnu, bolder than the rest, took the
poison, and with it rubbed his body.,
which became quite blue. It is in me.
mory of this event, that this colour is
given to his image in almost all the
temples.

The gods aud the giants, encouraged

by Vishnu's example, fell to work
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again. After they had laboured a thou-
sand years, the mountain was on the
point of sinking in the'sea, when Vish.
nu, in the form of a torteize, quickly
placed himself beneath, and supported
it. At length they saw the cow Cama-
denu, the horse with seven heads, and
the clephant with three trunks, already
meniloned, cowiug out of the sea of
milk ; alse the trec calpaga rrutcham ;
Lacshmi, goddess of riches, wife of
Vishnu; Saraswadi, goddess of the
seiences and of harmony, married to
Brawma; Mondevi, yoddess of discord
and misery, whom noboedy would have,
and who is represented riding on an
ass, and holding in her hand a banner,

on which a ravea is delineated ; md,
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lastly, Danouvandri, the physician, car-
rying a vessel fall of amourdos, which
the gods instantly seized, and greedily
devoured, without leaving a morsel,
The yiants, disappointed in their expee-
tations, dispersed over the earth, pre-
veuted mankind from paying worship
to the gods, and strove to ohtain ado-
ralion fur themselves, Their inzolence
occasioned the suhiaqnent incarnations
of Yishnu, who eadeuvoured to destroy
this race, < inimical to the gods. He
is adored in this second metamorphosis,
by the name of Aoterma Awatara. The
followers of Vishun believe that this
god, though emnipresent, resides more
particulurly in the vafcondam, his para-

dise, amidst the sea of milk, reclined,
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in coutesnplative slumber, on the ser-
pent Adissechen, which serves him for
a throne: in this stat he is called Si
ranguar, In all the temples of Vishnu
is to be secn the figure of this god ; but
as the serpent on which he lies canunot
be represented with his hundred heads,
e is delineated with only five.

A plant, called 1"aladas, having
rolled up the earth like a sheet of
paper, carricd it on lns shoulders
to the bottom of the sea. Vishnu, in
the form of o man with a hoar’s head,
attackad tl{} giant, aud ripped open his
beity: he thea plunged into the sea, 1o
bring up the earth, which he seized
with his tusks, und placed on the sur-

face of the water, as it was before,
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putting several mountains on it to keep
it in equilibriumn. In this third imcar-
nativn, Yishnu has the name of Fara-
&uen; but in the tanple of Tirumaton,
which is dedicated to thiz metamorpho-
sis, he is adored by that of JLudere-
rague-Cerunal.

The foarth and fifth incarnations of
Vishnu, are probally conneeted with the
ancient history of ladia, which is lost,
and seem o refér to religious wars. It
was to destroy the giant Erenien, that
the gl muderwent hiz fourth inecarna-
tion. On thix giant, UBrama cunferred
the privilege, that lie could not be
killed either by gods, wen, or bheasts.
Elated with this advantage, he com-
manded divine honours to be paid to

VOL. . I
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bim throughout his kingdom. Hia son,
Pragaladen, filled with the grace of
Vishnu, was the only person who re-
fused to adure him. Caresses, threats,
and tonnents proved alike unavailing.
“The goidl whom I worship,” said be,
undauntedly, *¢ is omnipotent, fall of
goodneas to those who adore bim, but
terrible to the wicked.”” ‘¢ And where
is this mighty god,” replied the giant,
“ that | may wreuk my vengeance on
him:"” Pragaladen answered, that he
was every wherc, and that be filled all
places with hir divinity. “ Shall 1 fod
him here ?” cried the enraged Krenien,
striking one of the pillars of his palace
with his fist. At the same moment the

pillar opened, amd Vishnu, half man
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and half lion, issued from it. Ereuian,
who had never thought of such a figure,
when he solicited the assurance that Le
should not be killed either by gud,
man, or beast, metntaived an obsu-
nate confliet with Vishnu, who, at
length, tore open his body und drask
bis blood. Vishau, in this transforma-
tion,has the nawe of Norageema Hoq.
tara. He is adored by this name in two
celebrated temples, the one a league
or twa from Pondy, and the other on
the coast of Orissa.

The fifth transformation of Vishnu,
is into a dwarf Bramin, called Foruna ;
he is also named Triribera, or the
taker of three steps  The famous Bali,
who s aow one of the judge: and mo-

12
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narchs of Panedalon, or hLell, obtained,
by dint of penances, the sovereignty of
the earth, sea, and heaven: but he
abused his power to such a degree, that
the deoutas were apprehensive of losing
their celestial abodes. They jmplored
Brawa to deliver them from the tyran-
py of Baii; but the latter had received a
promise that no being should have
power to dispossess him.  Vishnu un-
dertook to gain, by artifice, what no one
could take from Lim Ly foree. He ap-
peored before him, in the form of a
dwarf, and demanded as much ground
as he could stride over at three steps,
to build bimself a hut upon. Bali
laughed at the diminutive figure of
the dwarf, and told him, that he
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ought not to limit his request to
such a triflie.  The dwarf replied,
that he was so small, that what he
golicited would be sufficient for him.
Bali granted what he desired, and, to
ratify the dopation, he took a little
water in kis mouth, and spirted it into
the dwarf’s hand, The latter imme-
dintely attained such prodigious dimen-
sions, that he strade over the carth with
the first step, oser the oceun with the
second, and with the third ascended to
heaven, leaving DBali ilm-.nderstruck,
with no other empire, than his portion
of Panrdalon, 1o govern. Fable adds,
that Bali recognized Vishnu, adored
him, and offered him his head ; but the
god, satisfied with his subinission, par-
13
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doned and permitted hin to revisit the
earth every yeur, on the day of the full
moon in Novemnber,

The sixth incarnation of Vishou was -
wot voluntary. Nareda-Mooni, a son
of Brama, bad fallen desperately in
love with a young dameel of extraor-
dinary beauty : Le offered Ler his hand,
which she rejected with disdain, addieg,
that she would never wed either man
or godd who was not equal to herself in
beauty. Nareda-Mooni made Vishou
the confidant of his passion: the god,
tv trick him, promised to wake him a8
Deautiful 2s his mistress; but on a
body of the most exquisite form and
proportions Le placed the bead of an

ape. Nareda, conceiving himself cer-
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tain of success, ftew to the object of
his desire. The gods followed, with
the intention of diverting thémselves
at his expense, and were present at
the interview, which convulsed them
with laughter. Nareda ran to look at
himself in a mirror; and, enraged at
the trick that bad been played him,
be pronounced an hmprecation, which
obliged Vishnu 1o descend upon earth
in human tform, and the vods in that
of apes. A malediction uttered by a
Bremin, never fails to be fulfilled : and
Vishou was accordingly born by the
name of Aame, son of Desaraden, king
of Ayodi, which is supposed to be Siam,
At the age of fifteen years, he quitted

his paterual abode, and became a peni.
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tent, taking with him his wife Siday,
and his brother Tatchumanen. He
crossedl the GGanges, and repaired to the
mountain of Fitray Condon, where he
had disciples, whom he instructed in
the doctrine of the transmigration of
souls: he then travelied through the
deserts, and remained six years making
proselytes. At length, he retired to
the desert of Pangavadi, and there
erected a hut, for the purpose of com-
pleting the term of his penance.

Rama was desirous of introducing
his doctrine into Ceylon. Ravanen,
king of that island, carried his pride to
such a pitch, as to insist on being wor-
shipped as a god. He thought himself
_ oo strong 1o have aoy thing to appre-
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hend from Rama, and actually heat him
geveral times, and took from him hjs
wife Siday. Rama, however, yained
over Ravanen’s brother, and promised
to place bim on the throne. Rebucka~
den, seduced by this prowmise, betrayed
his brother; the victorious Rama gave
him the crown of Cevlon, and having
recovered Siday, returned to his father’s
dominions, and tranamitted the royal
authority to his two sons, Coussen and
Caven,

In the temples dedicated to this in-
curnation, Vishnu is represented under
the fizure of a young man of a green
colour, and of perfect beauty, Lolding
a bow and arrows in his hand,

The history of Ruma-Visbau forms a
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thick volume, which is full of excel-
lent refiections. The Hindoos take
suck pleasure in reading it, that the
followers of Sheeva learn it by heart.
In the seventh incarnation, also, Yish-
nu appeared as o man, by the name of
Balepatren.  Not knowing that be was
a portion of Vishnu, he lived in woli-
tude and penance, merely punishing,
without ostentacion, the wicked whom
he met with. He cleared the earth of
a great number of giants; the most re-
markable of these, was Vroutarassau-
ren, who, by his crueltics, had com-
pellgd mankind to adore him as o god.
The author of an unpublished manu-
seript, mentioued tu the prefuce, adds,

thas this is all the Hindoos of the coast
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of Cormandel know of the history of
Balapatren ; they merely conjecture,
that one of the Puranas, which are not
vet trenzlated inte the Tamul lan.
guage, contains farther particulars of
his life. He is represented holding
8 candle in one hand, and a plough-
share in the other.

The siory of the seventh incarnation
of Vishnuis also thus related : A giant,
named Cartaruciriargunen, who had a
thousand arms, oppressed mankind by
his cruelty and rapacity. Vishou, a
second time assumed the human shape
and the name of Kama, and armed
solely with & plough.share, he engaged
the giant, killed him, and cut off his

thousandarms : ke then threw the hones
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into & heap, and formed with them a
maountain cailed Baldus.

In the cighth incarnation, Visbnuu ap-
peared under the name of Parassurama,
to teach mankind to be virtuous, and to
disdain the things of this world. Paras-
surama declared war against the kings
of the race of the 2un, defcated thew,
and gave their dominions tv ihe Bra-
mins. The latter bad the ingratitude
to refuse him an asylum in the coun.
tries of whicl be had thus made them a
present.  Parasswrama was, thercfore,
obliged to retire 10 the Glauts, the
foot of which was then wushed by the
ocesn.  He begged Varuna, the god of
the sca, to withdraw his watcrs, and to

leave him just ruom envugh to dwell
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upon, desiring no more space than &
how.shot. Varuna assented ; but Na-
rader, who witnessed his promise, re.
presented to him his imprudence, as-
suring him, that it was Vishnu himself,
aud that he wounld send his arrow over
all the seas, so that Varuna would not
Know whither to remove his waters,
Varuna, deeply distressed becanse he
vould not reeal his promise, summoned
the god of death to his aid. Thelatter,
in order to assist him, metamorphosed
himself into a Aarie (white ant), crept
in the night into Parassurama’s cham-
ber, and guawed the cord of his bow
half thraugh, so as to leave it only just
the strength requisite to keep it on the
streteh.  Parassurama, not suspecting

VOL. 1. K
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the trick, repaired in the moming te
the sea-shore, applied an arrow to his
bow, and pulled the string with all his
might. The string =napped, and the
arrow fell at a little distance. The
ground which it cleared hecame instan.
taneously dry, and formed the tract
which we call the coast of Malabar.
Parassurama, recollecting the ingrati-
tude of the Bramins, decreed that every
Bramin who should die on that coast,
should return upon earth in the form
of an ass: hence, no Bramin has for
a long time fixed his abode in this tand
of proseriptien.

According to the Malabar traditien,
this god still lives on that coast, where

he is depicted of & ferocinus and terrific
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countenance, On the coast of Coro-
mandel he is represented of a pgreen
colour, with a plessing physiognomy,
holding u hatchet in one hand and a fan
of palm leaves in the other.

In the ninth incarnation, Vishnu ap-
peared as a shepherd, son of Devegni,
sister to Canxen, king of Madurah. It
had been predicted to this prince, that
one of his sister’s sons would deprive
him of his throne and life ; he therefore
ordered all the children she should pro-
duce to be put to death. Seven had
already perizhed through the tyrant's
cruelty, but the eighth was Vishou, by
the name of Ariskna. He could speak
as spon a8 he was bom, and commanded
his mother to send him to Asawadah,

K2
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wile of Nandagohen, chief of the shep-
herds of Gocoulam, and to substitute in
his stead a girl to whom that woman
had just given birth. €Canzen, incensed
at the eseape of his nephew, ordered all
the male cliidren in his kingdom to be
pat to death ; but Asswadal concealed
Krishna with such vare that he wis not

involved in the general massacre. She

afterwards brought him up as her own

son, and gave him gupes and gopis,
shepherds and shepherdcsses, for piay-
fellows : Le chose nine of the latter for
his favourites, and the pucts and painters
seldom represent him without thix train,
In his youth, he killed the serpent
Calengzm, who lived in the river

Yomoudi., This monster was so poi-

.
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sonous, that the wind which teuched
him or passed over his abode, spread
destruction far and wide. Krishma
leaped into the river to astack him.
The serpent darted forward, enwreathed
him in his long folds, and attempted to
stifle hin. Krishoa bhad no great diffi-
culty to extricate himself; be then
seized the reptile by the tail and crushed
his head with hig feet. In commemo-
ration of this event, Vishnu is repre-
sented in the temples dedicated to the
ninth incarnation, with a Cobra di
Capello twisted round his body and
biting his feet. In another picture he
is delineated dancing on the serpent
Ualangam, His worshippers usually
have Loth pictures in their houses.

K3
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Krishna moreover delivered the earth
from a great number of giants and
monsters ; he also rendered an impor-
tant service to his friends, the shepherds
of Madurah, by bolding up the moun-
tuin of Goverdhana on the point of his
little finger, to shelter them from the
showerg of stones which an incensed
dzinon poured down upon them. He
exterminated whole armies of giants,
gent against him by his uncle Canzen
to destroy him ; and at length dispatched
the tyrant himself, who could not escape
hig destiny, Krishna, after travelling
over the world, perforiing numberless
wiracles, rewarding the good and chas-
tising the wicked, was killed at his own

desire by a hunter, that be might not
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witness the fourth age, which was then
beginning, and was to be warse than
the preceding. His body was bursed
on a funeral pile, prepared by his com-
mand, on the sea-shore. This is cone
sidered as the most memorable and the
most glorives of all Vishou’s incaroa-
tious. The particular adventures of
Krishna lLave furnished the lyric and
pastoral poetry of India with a inost
fertile thewe, The beauty and affection
of his wife Radha, the attachment of his
companivn Nauha, the peregrinations of
the dewi-god, and Lis nurmerous amours,
are celebrated with cuthusiasm by his
worshippers, a considerable sect of
whown, the Goclasthas, acknowledge no

deity above Lim,
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Great part of the history of Krishna
has a strikiug resemblance to that of
Herentes.  The persecutions of his
youth, hi- victories over different mon-
sters, amd the wara in which he was
engaged, may be compared with the
adventurss of the Grecian hero. On
the otker hand, the pastoral life of
Krizhna Govindha rescmbles that which
Apollu Nomion led among the shepherds
of Arcadia. His surmname Cesara (with
beautiful bair) is perhaps the same as
that of Pheebus, with the golden locke,
Krizshra, like Apollo, was the patron of
music and song : ke is frequently Tepre-
sented plaving on the flute, while the
nine gopis are dancing roand him on

Mount Goverdhana, the Paroassus of
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the Hindoos. He is soinctimes seen
surreunded by twelve couple of dancers,
emhiematic of the twelve months, the
vouths representing the days when the
moon does not shine, and the maidens
those when she cppears ; while he himself
slenotes the san or Sourya, as Apolio
denoted that luminary Uy the name of
Phexbus.

Like Vishnu in all his incarnations,
Krishua is of a datk blue colour: a
large bee, of the same hue, flics about
his head : he is in brilliant attire, adorned
with chaplets of flowers and jewels, and
holds a lotus in his hand : sometines he
is seated gn a throne, which is in the
shape of that flower. When he is not

represenied with a bhwman face, he
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carries in his vumerous hands the arms
consecrated to Vishnu himself : in short,
he has all the attributes of that divinity.

The teath incarnation is yet to come ;
it will take place at the expiration of
the Kali Youg, in sbout ninety-five
thousand years. The carth will then be
inundated with wickedness., Vishou
will assume the human formn and be
born in the house of a Bramin: his
name will be Calichi, and that of his
horse, Bigeisciua. Calichi, armed with
n scymetar, will traverse the whole
earth and destroy its pguilly inhabitante.
“ The beavens will tumble dowan, the
celestial orhs will be intermixed, the
stars will stand «£ill in their courses,

the sun will loze his light, the universe
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will revert into its original chaos, from
which a new workl will issue.” Some
assert that the tenth incarnation will be
a horse, named Calichi, at least there
exists an Indian paiating in which
Vishnu is represented in the form of a
man with a horse’s head.

QOthers believe that Sheeva, ot one of
his sous, i3 destined to destroy the
world. This miesion, in fact, does not
seem consistent with the character of
Vichnu ; but, the theologians of India
find as little difficulty in reeonciling
contradictions as those of mast other
countries. A Bramin, to whom this
objection was mentioned, replied, that

to annihilate one world for the purpuse
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of creating another, is not to destroy,
but to pro.-:.e'rve.

Such are the ten great incarnations
of Yishpu. There are fourteen others
which are generally admitted, but which
are considered as less important, because
it was only small portions of the god
that became iucarnate. The books inake
mention of more than a thousand meta-
morphoses of Vishnu ; hut most of them
are rejected as apocryphal.  Lacshini,
Vishnu's wife, had also ler icearnations,
fur the purpose of attending her bus
band on earth during his varions trans-

formations.
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OF CERTAIN RELIGIOUS OPINIONS
OF THE HINDOOS,
AND
TARTICL LARLY THE DOCTRINE
OF THE METEMPSYCLOSIS.

The Hindoos, though strongly at-
tached to their own rveligion, not ouly
never persceate the professors of any
other, but do not even endeavour to
make proselytes, believing that every
virtwous man, whatever may be lis re-
ligion, will be happy hereafter.

If the Hindoo princes allow not
their subjects to forsake the faith of
Brama for that of the Christians ot
Mahomet, it is rather from political

YolL. 1. L
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motives, than from a principle of reli.
gion, They regard it as particularly
criminal in the great, and in the supe-
Tiur castes, whose example might be
followed hy others; but if any indi-
vidual of alow ceste embraces either
of these religions, it is seldom that any
natice is taken of the circomstance. It
is also as impossible for a foreigner to
procure initiation into the religion of
Brama, 83 for & negro tu change the
colour of his skin, or a FEuropean to
transform himself into a Hindoo.

The Hindoos permit neither foreign-
ers nor persons helonging to the im-
pure castes to cnter their temples, or
to witness their sacrifices, unless at a

great distance. Ncrupulously atteative
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to all the ceremonies prescribed by
their religion, they allow every one to
hold what opinion of them he pleases ;
and objectinns npever exeite in them
that wannth, which is manifested else-
where, in discussions of this wmature,
They seem to think, on this point, like
Tiberius, who left w the gods the busi-
ness of avenging their own wrongs.
They pay respect to all other religions,
and would deem it a violation of their
own, to disturh any person what-
ever in the ecxercise of hiz. As the
Supreme Being has divided the human
race into ditferent nations, it appears
perfecity natural to themn, that each
should bave its own way of adoring
him, as well as & longaage, climate,

L2
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and productions, peculiar to the coun-
try which it inhabits. **To degrade
the religien and customs of ancther,”
says Jeswant Sing, rajal of Judpore,
in a letter to Aurengzel, i3 1o thwart
the will and power of the Almichty,
before whom Pagans and Mabometans
_are equal.”

The Hindoos, in general, firmly he.
lieve in prediction:, and the power of
talismans, amulets, and charms, which
most of them wear fastened round the
arms, neck, and waist: and if you
laugh at their credulity, they laugh,
in their turn, at your ignorance, and
are astonizhed that you shauld enter.
tain the leazt doubn of effects which ex-

perience has so frequently coufirmed.
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They believe also in the existence of
evil gendi, who inhabit certain lakes,
certein  mountains, certain  enchanted
and sacred forests; and in the exist-
ence of demons of different kinds, who
frequently take up their abode in hu-
man bodies. It is alinost always iu
the hodies of women that these da
mons fix their residence, and the cere.
monies ainployed to expel them out of
these poor possessed creatures, are
somewhat curious, The voice and the
impusing ook of the exorciser, the
howling, leaps, and vielent exertions
of the sufferer, together with the
shricks and terror of the peraons pre.
sent, form a szcene not unlike that ex.
hibited at our exorcizms of old.

L3
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The universal belief of the Hindoos,
in lucky, and unlucky days, i3 to them
a source of great anxiety and suspense,
Before they undertake a juurney, they
must coosult the Bramius, who alone
possess the book, which indicates the
day and hour proper for their depar-
ture. Vhen that hour arrives, neither
rain nor storm eould detain them ;
otherwise, they would perhaps have to
wait several days longer, for an equally
auspicious moment. But this is not
all: if, on leaving his house, a person
meets with any of the animnals, which
are deerucd unfavourable omens, or
certain birds that fly away in a partice-
lar direction, or other similar tokens,

he must turn back and wait for a bet-
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ter opportunity. The Bramins must,
in like munner, be consulted previously
to marriage, the building of a house,
the sowing of the land, and in ali,
even the most unimportant circum-
stances of life. Hall the days of the
year, perhaps, are unlucky ; and is it
then astonisbing, that, with such s be-
lief, the Hindoos should be indolent
and irresolute ?

The Hindoos have also enchantments,
which they deem irresistible, for ex-
citing reciprocal passion in females of
whom they are evamoured ; they have
others agninst secret snares, and the
assaults of evil spirits; agminst their
encmies, against envy and poison;

vthers to render themselves invul.
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nerable, to ensure victory in battle,
to prolong their lives to a thousand
vears and more—in short, to overthrow
all the laws of nature.

The Hindoos expiate stight and ve-
nial sins by means of piigrimages, fasts,
sacrifices, pravers and sblutions.

Pilgrimages are made to the rivers
Gunges, Indus, Cavery, and Jumna;
to Benares and Jaggernaut, to the
mountaius of Tibet, and to other sacred
places. The water of the Ganges is
transported in sealed vessels to great
distances from jts bauks. The devo-
tees whn/oq y it away, sell it at a
price pmp(f‘mte to the distance, or
make presents of it to the rajahs, or

other Hindoo princes, who never fail



IN MINIATURE. 157

to pay them bandsomely for so valuable
& gift.

Sometimes also pilgrimages are per-
formed in consequence of a vow. It is
very common to meet, on the high
roads, whole families and caravans,
repairing to some famous pagoda, to
pay their thanksyiving to the deity, or
to implore advice and relief for diseases
of the soul and body.

People throng from all parts of India
to the pagodas of Konjeveram, Trichi-
nopoli, and Tanjore; that consecrated
to Govinda, the god of health, a¢ Tri-
peti, is also much frequented. When
a Hindeo falls sick, hie makes a vow to
go in pilzrimage to the pagoeda of Go-

vinds. The pilgrim incessantly pro-
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nounces the name of that idol during
the whole journey.

Fasts generally precede any solesmn
festival. The Bramins observe them,
and they prescribe a fast for the whole
month of Duecember, in eommemo-
Tation of the victory won by Darma-
rajeh over Durgiedana,

The eleventh day after the new and
full moen i a fast-day, but it is not
universally kept: indeed, each indivi-
dual holds particular fasts. Females
fast in honour of Camdeq, the god of
love, and on occasion of other festivals
pectliar to therselves.

Prayers are recited in the pagndas.
This act of devotion coesists, according

to the Shaster, one of the sacred books,
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in repeating certaio names of God, and
explaining them at some length. The
Hindoos have likewise processions, at-
tended with singing and the sound of
bellz; it js at these processions that
they offer sacrifices to idols.

They are persuaded that water re-
moves contaminations of the soul as
well os those of the bedy, and there.
fore use frequent ablutions. Any water
is good, bat more especially, that of the
seven sacred rivers; and above all, the
water of the Ganges. Ablutions are
usually accompanied with prayers, re-
peated in a low tone : they cousist in
hathing in the Ganges, at the same time
respectfully holling two or three straws,

which are given for ke purpose by aged
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Braemins, and render the ablution more
efficacious. People living at a distance
from the Gunges, employ another kind
of ablution, which is performed with-
out going into the water. They pour
water of the Gauges on the ground,
over a space about as long as a man’s
body, lie down ou it, and in this po-
sition repeat the customary pravers:
they then kiss this greund, consecrated
by the water of the sacred river, thirty
times. Dﬁring the whole of this cere-
mony, the right leg must be kept im-
moveable, which 15 rather a difficult
point: with this exception the ablu-
tions are an excellent institution, keep-
ing up personal cleanliness, and con-

tributing, especially in hot countries,
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to the preservation of bealth. It waa,
no doubt, to prevent the people from
neglectiog, throughindolence, so whole-
some a practice, that the legislator of
the Hindoos made it a religious duty.
The Colorap, which waters the My-
sore, Madura, Taujore, and Coroman-
del, is one of the rivers which the Hin-
doo devotees prefer for ablutions. The
inhabitants of those parts await the
awelling of the Coloran with as much
impatience as is manifested by the
people of Egypt, at the period of the
inundation of the Nile. As soon as
the water begins to flow into the dif-
ferent canals, formed for irrigating the
land, they evince extreme joy. Hur.
rying to the river, they plunge into it,
YOL. 1. x'
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in the persuasion, that this first watat
cleanses them from all sin, as it clears
the canals from every kind of fith. In
some places there are wretched pas-
sage-boats, in which they offer sacri-
fices, slaughtering a sheep at each ex-
wemity of the Loat, and pouring the
blood along its sides, to propitiate the
god of the waters, by which they are,
nevertheless, sometimes engulfed,
Every Hindoo whe crosses the Indus,
or Atock, is deemed perjured, and to
have renounced the religion of Brama.
It is also forbidden to pass the Caram.
nasa, or accursed river. These prohi-
bitions were undoubtedly designed to
prevent emigration. The Bramins as-

sen,.that they only interdict the usual

+
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ways of crossing rivers; and that if any
person were to pass the Indus, or the
Caramnasa, by leaping over, in an air-
balloon, by some magical operation,
or in any other unknown mananer, he
wonld not commit sin. The Bramins
have a thousand subterfuges of this
kind for all occasions. The Caram-
hasa may be forded in the dry season:
nevertheless, when a Hindoo has to
€ross it, he pays a Musulman to carry
him over, on his back, to the other
bank, that his feet may not touch the
aceursed waters of that river; for the
pious Hindoos belicve, that the mere
contact would deprive them of all the
benefit of their long pilgrimages, and
their religious austerities: and none:bnt
M2
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the iuhabitants of the banks of the
Caramnaza are exempted from this
effect.

The doctrine most generally received
in Hindoostan, is that of the metemp.
gychosis, orthe perpetual transmigration
of souls, from one body into another.
According to this system, the souls of
men, and those of brutes, are of the
same npadture, and both eternal ; the dif-
ference of their functions proceeds sole-
ly from the difference of the organiza-
tion of the bodies which they inhabit:
the power is the same, the instrument
alone differs,

The soul of the wicked, before it
again apimates a buman body, passes

inte that of some animal, or even suc-
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cegaive.ly into several anitnaly, more or
less mean, according as it has been
more or less guilty. When it is polluted
by atrocious crimes, it is doomed to
abide for a long series of years, but not
for ever, in a region of misery, or hell;
for the Bramins shudder at the idea of
our hell, that is, an everlasting punish-
ment for transient faults, apd deem it
wholly incompatible with the justice
and goodness of God, When these guilty
souls have partly expiated their mis-
deeds in this place of torment, they
begin a fresh series of transmigrations,
first passing into plants, or even into
stones, then into the egys of disgusting
insects, .next into the bodies of less
M3
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mean anima!s, and so on till they again
reanituate the hwnan form.

The good are but few in number, and
scarcely any individual is perfect. The
souls of the good, after death, animate
the bodies of men destined to esjoy
bonours, dignities, and wealth in this
world; or, if they Lave nearly ap-
proached perfection, they are removed
to the celestial abodes, where happiness
is their portion ; but this felicity is not
eternal ; for when they have enjoyed it
for a time proportioned to their good
actions, they return to earth in human
form, there Lo earn a pew period of
celestial happiness, or if they miscon-

duct themselves, to recommence a new
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series of transmigrations, All the Bra-
mins agree respecting the principle of
thiz system, though they ditfer in opi-
nion on certain puints,

According to some, the meteors,
vulgarly celled falling stars, are the
souls of the Deoutar descending to this
lower world, or those whi(-h', after
deserving heaven and enjoying celestial
felicity for a eertain time, are seut back
to the earth, as we have just observed,
to reanimate human hodies; but, before
they ean be born again in human shape,
Vthey mingle with the clements, then
become herbs, plants, and fruit. and
atill bound, as it were, in a state of
torpor and insensibility, they afterwards

circulate in the material substance of
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the body till the moment of conception,
when they Gurst their boads and enter
once more into the human forwm,

The metempsychosis furnishes the
Hindoos with the means of explaining
the reason, why some are fortunate and
others unfortunate. Every good action,
aceording to them, must be essentially
rewarded, and every bad one necessarily
punished. God would be unjust were
he to dispense good and evil at random,
I, therefore, one is born in & magnifi-
cent palace, to.be honoured and re-
spected, and to enjoy all the pleasures
of life, while another is obliged to toil
hard for a scanty subsistence, the reason
is, because the latter is punished in this

Life for the sins comwitted by him in a
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former life; and the other, on the coa-
trary, is rewarded for his good conduct
in that preceding life. A sounder phile-
sophy teaches us, that man may be happy
in every condition in which Providence
may place him : and yet, without adopt-
ing the absurd doctrine of fatalism, we
cannot deny, that there are persons who
seem doomed to nisfortune, and whom
an inevitable hand appears to persecute
without intermission: while others, on
the contrary, attain without exertion a
pitch of prosperity surpassing their most
sanguine expectations. The sight of
prosperous wickedness is particularly
distressing to the virtuous; and with all
nur knowledge, we should be as much

puzzled as the Hindoos to reconcile this
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justice of God, were it not for the
cheering conviction of a future life.
The Hindoos believe moreover in pre-
destinatios ; this idea causes them to
endure, with stoic firmness, whatever
may befal them; and they console
themselves under adversity in the per-
suasion, that every thing comes from
God, and that the afflictiona which they
suffer in this world, in expiation of the
sins they have committed in a former
life, render them worthy of enjoying
happiness in that which is te succeed.
The belief in the transmigration
of souls excites in the Hindooz an
abborrence of animal food.  The lower
classes alone subsist npon the flesh of ‘
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waimals ; but the pious Hindoo would be
afraid, lest in killing an animal, or even
crushing anr insect, he might be taking
the life of his father or one of his relas
tions. We cannot help being struck
with a strange inconsistency in this
system ; for, since the souls of the dead
pass into plants as well as animals, they
ought to abstain alike from eating the
one and the other.

The worshippers of Vishnu assert,
that this deity iHumines with a celestial
light the souls of certain favourite
devotecs, and that he acqueints them
with the various changes which have
happened to them in the bodies they
have animated. Some privileged spirits
have even the power to quit their bodies
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for a time, and to return to them at
pleasure ; for which purpose it is suffi.
cient 1o repeat a prayer called mandiram.
The Puranas, or sacred books, record
several instances of this kind, from
among which fathet Bouchet, a Jesuit
missionary, quotes the following :—

A prince prevailed upon a goddess
to teach him the mandiram: unfortu-
nately, the servang who was in atten-
dance on him overheard the prayer,
and learnt it by heart, One day, when
the prince had disengaged his aoul,
after charging his faithless servant to
take care of Lis body till his retura, the
lutter thought @it to repeat the mand:i.
rom. Iis soul, instantaveously re.
dewsed from his body, bnstened to ani-
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mate that of the prince. The first
thiug the impostor did, was to cut off
the head of hiz former body, that his
master might not take a fancy to ani-
mate it. Thua the prince’s soul wes
obiiged to enter the body of & parrot,
with which it returned to the palace.
This atory is current all over the east;
and is to be found among the tales of
the Thousand and One days. Pliny re-
lates, in his Neturel History, that a
certain Hermotymus also passessed thia
admirable secret.

Did the ductrine of the melempsy-
chosis originate in Egypt, and thence
pass into India, and spread over the
reat of Asia? or was it first taught by
the Bramine, and received from them

VoL, 1. N
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by the Egyptian priests? Was Pytha-
goras the inventor of it, and did he
communicate it to the Bramins when
he visited India? or did both derive it
from some anterior nation, now uR-
known, the existence of which M. Bail-
iy bas attempted todemonstrate ? These
questions have been frequentiy diseus-
wed, bst will, perhaps, mever be satis-
factorily resolved. Be this as it may,
if the metempsychosis is aot of Indian
erigin, it must bave beem naturalized
with great facility in Hindoostan. In
that geniad climate, where the soil pro-
duocea, almost without enlture, all thet
is neceseary for the support of the in-
habitants ; where there is nothing to
oy them, excepting, petihaps, the
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great heat, the intensity of which is,
moreover, tempered by the winds, by
the shade of large evergreen trees, and
by the coolness diffused by numberless
rivers and streams ; man has never had
occasiont to make war upon animals for
a subsistence, and to spill blood.

Accordingly, it is a critne in India to
kill and even to maltreat any animal:
bat independently of that universal
bensvolence which extends to ali that
breathes, there are animals which are
mote partienlarly the objects of the
veneration of the Hindoos.

The cow is the most highly honour.
ed: it is consevrated to all the gods
genenally, and whoever should preswme
to kill a cow, in & coustry subject o n

N 2
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Hindoo prince, would be infallibly con-
demned io die. The Parias, who are
the scum of all the castes, may alone
eat the flesh of eows which have died
paturally; but they are forbidden to
kill them for the purposes of food.

An Englieh soldier, who kept an inn,
one day bought a very fat cow npear
Madras, and drove her home with the
istention of killing her. Some Hin-
dons hastened to the colonel, and in-
formed him that the butcher had, by
mistake, sold a eow, which had for many
vears been Lept and fed in their pago-
ds ; and requested him to give orders
for the restoration of the sacred animal,
engaging to return the purchase-money.
Fortunately, the cow was not yet
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alsughtered : the colonel complied with
their desire, and they led back the cow
with loud demonstrations of joy to their
temple.

The vulture is consecrated to Vishoxn:
itis called garuds, and the Hindoos,
as soon as they perceive one, extead
their hands towerds it apnd pat their
cheeks,

There are Bramin: whose office it is
to feed the vultnres. One of these per.
sons repairs to a spot, which is fye-
quented by those birds, and calls them
with a loud voice. Some of them are
soon seen hovering over his hesd: be
then throws into the air pieces of raw
fiesh, which the vultures catch before
it falls. Thongh there may be eagles

N3
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and other birds flying about near the
spot, none but the sacred vultures
share in this distribution.

An English officer shot a vulture,
not knowing the veneration paid to this
Lird by the Hindoos. A deputation
immediately came to apply for the body
of the bird, which was delivered te
them and burned with great solemmity-

Brams is represented riding on the
gwan or the goose; and Sheeva is seat-
ed on the mandi or ox, which is conse-
crated to him. No sooner does a Hin-
doo perceive one of those animals, than
he rises and begins to pray. The ape,
witha whitish skin and a red face and
beard, represents Hanooman. The ele-
- phant and & great number of other

i
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animals also come in for a share of
the veneration of the pious, either be-
cause some deity has appesred in their
form, or received some service from
them.

The Cobra di Capello, or hooded
serpent, called on the coast of Mala-
bar, naila.pamba, is the object of a par-
ticular worship. Vishnm is frequently
represented lying on this animal. The
sudden appenrance of one of these ser.
pentais deemed sometimes a favourable,
and at others, a sinister omen. It Bs
the deity himself in this form, or at
least a messenger from him, bringing
rewards or punishments, Though this
serpent is highly venomous, yet it is
never killed, disturbed, or driven out
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of the houses whiech it happene to
enter. The most superstitious respect,
caress, and adore it: they offer it milk
and conduct it to the place to which it
i8 accustomed to retire; they build &
hut, or prepare a retreat for it, at the
foot of some tree. The family with
which one of these serpents takes up
its abode, consider themselves {ucky,
and secure from poverty and misfor-
tune : and if, as is bur too frequently
the case, any of its members is bitten,
and falls a victim to his credality, they
merely say, that it is a punishment
from God for some unknown sin. Fa-
ther Tachard, the missionary, relates,
that at Ganjam the women carry offer-
ings of boiled rice, oil, milk, butter,
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and flowers, to this serpent, under the
idea of preserving their husbands and
children from being bitten by it.

Though the cow and the ex are
more highly revered by the Hindoos -
than any other animals, they are ne-
vertheless employed by them, as among
s, in the most arduous labour; and
they are equally beaten with whips or
sticks, when idle or restive,
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OF THE RELIGIOUS SECTS OF THE

RINDOOS,
AND

PRINCIPALLY OF THE SECT
OF BUDDHA.

The religion of the Hindoos bas its
sects like every other. They amount
to more then eighty, all of which agree
in the principal points: they never in-
volve themselves in discussions, and
live at peace with one another, and with
the professors of other religions. The
most remarkable of these sects are,
those of the right hand and of the ler?
hand, the Seiks, the Banians, and
Buddhists.

The two sects, known by the denomi-
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nation of the right and lgft hond, divide
pearly the whole peninsula of Indis.
These sectaries consider one of their
hands ar ilnpure, and use it only for
private ablutions. They have, for a very
long period, contended for the pre-emi-
nence of their respective sects, and
their quarrels anciently occesioned saa-
guinary wars. Neither the marriage
nor funeral processions of the Hindoos
of one hand, are allowed to pass through
the quarters inhabited by those of the
other.

Nanae, founder of the sect of the
Seiks, was born about the middle
of the fifteenth century. Actunted
by @ desire to put an end to the
bloody wars which she Maliometans
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were continually making o his country-
men, he endeavoured to reconcile the
Fedas withthe Koran, by demmonstrating
that his natien acknowledged but one
Supreme Being, and by exhorting the
Hindeos to renounce the idulatry which
bad crept in smong them, and to re-
turn to the pure worship of their ances-
tora. The consequence of this attempt
waa, that, instead of effecting a recon-
¢liation betweenh the two parties, he
formed a third, which was destined to
kindle the most destructive wars, in
the very country which the huwanity of
its founder was solicitous to preserve
from all dissension. After the death of
Nanae, his adherents, consisting of
persons of all ranks, and of all reli-
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gions, attril-)uted to their prophet, in
their zeal for his memary, the power of
performing niracles; so widely had
they already deviated from his pria-
ciples!

The Seiks continued to increase in
number, and as it appears, in power,
till their fourth gwru, or spirvitual chief,
built Ruwnidaspore, now called Armit-
sar, which is their sacred city. They
were not allowed to enjoy uamolested
tranquillity ; and.in less than one hun-
dred and fifty years from the death of
Nanac, the persecutions which this
peaceful sect experienced from the
Musuimans, converted it into an associ-
ation of intrepid warriors. Half a cen-

tury later, the repeated cruelties of

VOL. I, 0 -
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these same Mahometans, and the mur-
der of Teg Bahader, the chief of the
Seiks, raised up, in the person of his
son, the gury Govinds, a new champion
aud legistator, who extended the inno-
vations im the religion beth of the
Mahometans sid the Hindoos far be-
yond the limits te which Nanac had
confined himself. He abolished all the
distinctions of castes, and gave to his
subjects the equality of civil rights.
To infuse into them military valour and
enthusiasw, be caused them to assume
the name of Sindh, or lion, and ordered
them to go constaptly armed. He also
eajoined them to suffer their beards to
grow, and proscribed the use of tobac.
£o0. He forbade women to bura theus-
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selves on the funeral piles of their
bushands. These arrangemeutis were
designed to seperate them from the
peighbouring nations,

The sacred books of the Seiks com-
prize both their history and their laws.
Que of them, called the Adigrant, was
composed by Nanae, and his four im.
mediate successors ; the other, the Da-
sama.padeha-ka-grant, or the hook of
the tenth gurw, is by Govinda, These
books the Seiks read in public, in their
religions assemblies. The form of go-
vernment of these people, under their
ten gurus, waa a republic under a spi-
ritnal chief, who wns afterwards fa-
veste:d with the military authority, whea
the Seiks changed their charseter of

02
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peaceful sectaries for that of warlike
enthusiasts.

Since the death of Govinda, their
last guru, they scarcely acknowledge
any chief, even in the field of batile;
and but for a kind of authority assumed
over them by the ucali, a tribe of men-
dicants dwelling round .Armitsar, who
claim the right of guarffig that city,
and convoking the national couneils,
there would not be a more free people
on the face of the earth. r

The Baniana, whom some authors
have erronecusly confounded with the
Bramins, belong to the caste of the
Vaissys. They carry on all sorts of
commercial professions, and especially
_shose of bankers, brokers, and agents.
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They are #pread 2l over India, and
are particularly numerous at Bombay,
Surat, and in all the neighbouring pro-
vinces. They believe, like all the Hin-
" doos, in the transmigration of souls;
and carry 3uperstition, in regard to the
abstaining from killing animals, weing
them for food, and hurting them, to a
greater len an the Brawins them.
selves, When a Bramin happens to
crush an insect, he eip‘mtes his sin by
ablutions and prayer; but the devout
Banians are much more scrapulous and
rigid. Some of them fasten a piece of
thin stuff over the mouth, lest s fly
should chance to enter and be swallowed
by them: others carry along with them
& little brush, with which they lighily
o3
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sweep the ground before they sit down,
for fear of killing scme insect. Many,
for the same reason, keep their cyes
fixed on the earth when they are walk-
ing. Some carry a emull bag of sugar
or flour, or a little pot of honey, and
Jook for the nests of ants or other
insects, to give them sogiethivg to eat;
others purchaze the a 8 which their
owners are about to slaughter, in order
to save their lives. The European
soldiers and sailors take advaatage of
this saperstition, and pretend that they
are going to kill some bird or other
animal which they hold in their hands ;
when & Banian, who is passing, buys it of
them and sets it st libarty..

These Banians -huve even founded at
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Surat & hespital for sick, lame, apd
agedanimals. This establishment covers
& plain of about twenty-five acres, in-
cloged with walls, and containing houses
to whicl the inmates retire to sleep and
to shelter themselves from the weather.
Carnivorous snimals are not admitted.
The birds are confined in cages, but the
quadrupcd‘ge about at liberty. It
is asserted that some poor wretch is
hired, from time to time, to lie among
lice and other vermin, and to regale
them with his blood: care is taken to
bind him in such a manner that he can-
not run away from the tormenting
inseets, or kill them in striving to rid

himself of them,

“This extraordinary hospital occupies
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a space of about four hundred square
rods, and fortne a quadrangle. The
following is a sketch of the ground-plan

according to Anqguetil du Perron:—
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No. 1, is the lodging of the porter;
2, is for sick camels and oxen; 3, for
sick apes; in 4 there wa= a very aged
land-tortoise, t vo feet and 3 half long,
snd one and a half high, a detestably
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ugly creature, that could scareely crawl.
In 1775, Stavorinn: found it still alive,
though sixteen vcars before, at the
period of Anquetil du Perron’s visit, it
was reported to be one hundred vears
old. It was fed with milk, When
Stavorinus paid his second visit in 1777,
it was chd:‘!_ln No. 3, lived pigeons,
and beforc the pigeon-house, cocks and
hens; amd in €, rabbits, No. 7, was
lattice-work, and &, z houge of two
floors, In the open place marked 9,
horned cattle and horses were grazing.
No. 10, is o large tauk or reservoir for
water, which du Perron even terms a
lake. In 1l and 12, live sick and infirm
horned cattle and horses; and No. 13,

is a distinct recepiacle for such of these
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animals as are afflicted with incurable
diseases or complaints. No. i4, is lat-
tice-work, and 15, i= the remarkable
apartment for those delectable insects,
fleas, bugs, sad lice. The French tra-
veller asserts, that these vermin were
fed with flour, sugar, and rice; but
Ovington™s statement of the hiring of
poor wretches to supply'them with a
meal, scems more probable.

This Lospital is supported by the
charitable contributinns of the Banians
and some other Hindvos, who, for this
purpose, impose a smail anmal tax on
the profits which they derive from their
professions. When a Banian has com-
mitted any trivial fault, the Bramins

exact from him a fine for the henefit of
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this hospital. The produce of these
fines and cootributions, amount, it ia
said, to the sum of six theusand rupees
per annum, which is expended in hay,
mailk, grass, corn, and other necessaries
for the institution. ]

Fle religion of Buddha uow prevails
chielly in the iglaud of Ceylon, and on
the opposite coust of Siam sod Pegu.
Fe was long predominant in the Dekkan ;
but tie Bramin: have found wmeans to
banish it from Iindoostan. It is not’
exactly known to what country this
refurmer belonged.  To judge from his
atatues amd portraits, which are to be
met with in different parts of Iadia, and
represent him with eurly lwir, aud

different features from these of the



156 RINDODOSTAN

Hindoos, we should take him for a
foreigner. In the famous pagoda of
Jaggernaut, he is represented, we are
told, without head, hands, and feet, and
with two eyes'in the middle of Lis belly.
Buddha appeared at the beginning of
the Aali-yong - be forbade the sucrifices
of human victims, (-augd naramedha,
and of oxen and horscs,‘éailed gmmedha
and astcamedha, which were held on
certain peeasions, and were enjoined by
the Fedgs. He taught, that it is a
horrid and impious action to inflict
death, in any way and on an;\ becagion
whatever.

Some of the Braming are of opinion,
that Buddla is the same as Vishinu, whe

actually appearcd by this name in one
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of his numcrous inearnations. A cir-
cumstance which secms to give some
weight to this opinion is, that in this
incarnation, Vishnu, like Buddha, pro-
hibited the effusion of blood in sacri-
fices.

An aucient inscription, found in a
cavern near J:lamabad, and a transla-
tion of which Is given in the Asiatic Re.
searches, relates, that when Buddha
descended from the region of souls,
and assumed the human form in the
womb of AMahamajah, wife of Sutadan-
na, rajah of Cailas, the body of that
princess became a clear and transpa-
rent crystal, through which the divine
infant, beauteous as a flower, wmight
be seen kneeling and resting on his

YOL. I. r
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two hands. After a preguancy of test

months and ten days, the queen wme
desirous of visiting her father, and,
having obtained permission from the
rajah, ber husband, she set out withs
retinne suitable to her rank. "One day,
while walking and gathering flowers in
a garden, near the rond, she was sud-
denly seized with the pains of childs
birth. The trees howed down their
branchea to cover her with their foliage,
and to afford her a support while she
bromght forth the divine infant. Bra-
wa hastened In person to the spot with
a vessel of gold, into which he put the
child. He delivered him to Indea, whoe
congigned him to the care of a young
female, bat the child, slipping from the
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arms of this nurse, ran seven steps.
Mahamaja then took bim up and car-
ried him to her palace. The Bramins,
who focked from all parts to see him,
cast his nativity. The boy grew up,
was named Sachia, and married Vasa-
tara, daughter of Chinhidan. One day,
after certain mysteries bad been re-
vealed to him, he resolved to quit his
dominions. He set out, taking with
him only one slave and a horse. Hav-
ing crossed the Ganges, he arrived at
Boucali, and there ordered his slave to
return with the horse? The inscription
adds, that he adopted the mode of
life of the mendicants, and that Bra-
ma himself, Indra, Naga, the king

r2
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of serpents, and the tutelary deities
of the eight corners of the world,

came to pay bim homage and to serve

him.
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RELIGION OF BUDDHA.

The priests of Buddha style them-
selves Rahan; others call them Tale-
poins.  They acknowledge no other
gods ; according to them, all other re-
ligienz are false, and theirs is the only
one by means of which men can be
saved: but yet they never persecute
any individual for Lis veligivus opinions.
One of the maxims of the worshippers
of Buddba, or as he is also npamed, Gau.
dama, is this:--It is €asy to extract
with the nails, or with the megaap
(nippers) a thorn that has run into the
foot ; but it is a very difficult task to

rJi
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eradicate the doctrires of false gods
from the heart of man.”

Gaudama waz at first human, like
three other gods who preceded him in
this world, Chauchdsam, Gunagom and
Gaspa. At the age of thirty-five years,
he heeome a pod, preached his law
forty-five years, tor the purpuse of car-
rying salvation 1o all men; and at the
age of cighty, ascended to miekan, or
heaven. The five commandinents of
the law of Gaudama are the foliow-
ing :—

1. Thou shalt not kill any living ani-
mal, from the insect to the hunan
being ;

2. Thou shalt not steal ;

3. Thon shalt not commit adultery ;
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4. Thou shalt not ke ;

4. Thou shalt not drink wine, or any
other intoxicating liquor.

There are ten sins divided into three
classes: the first cowprehends murder,
theft, adultery ; the second, Iving, dis-
cord, hatred, uszeless words ; and the
third, covetrusuess, euvy, idulatry.
There are also good works, the princi-
pal of which consists in giving alms to
the talapoins.

The Buddhists believe, that the pre-
sent world was preceded, and will be
followed by another, and so an to all
eternity. They aitribute an incaleu-
labic number of vears 1o tie duration of
a world ard the interval which sepa-

rates it from the next.
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Human life has not always had
and will not always have its present
duration. The first inhabitauts of the
earth lived a number of years sur-
passing human Loagination; but life
became shotter im proportion as the
vices of men increased. There was a
time when it did not exceed ten vears.
Those who then lived were sensible that
it was necessary to be better then their
furefathers ; and in proportion as their
viees diminished, life was prolonged suc-
cessively 1o twenty, thirty, forty, fifty,
sixty, seventy, eighty, ninety, one hun-
dred, a thousand, ten thousand years.
This dimirution and augmentation of
human lifc are to occur four thmes

in ench world befere it is. destroyed.
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The different worlds are destroyed
in three different ways, by fire, water,
or wind. A thousand years before the
destruelien is tu cummence, a sAaf, or
genius, descends from  the celestial
cbodes . dressed o mourning, with so-
lemnn look and dishevelied hair, be wan-
ders through towns and country, pro-
claiming to mankind their approaching
dissolutivn,  When the world iz to
perizh by fire, nol a drop of rain falls
for onc hundred thousand years.  Men
and beasts perish; the sun and moon
arc darkened and disappear, Their
places are occupicd by two suns, one
of which is always above the lorizon,
50 that there is no might, and the heat

hecomes £0 intense, that the lakes and
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rivulets aredried up. A third sun soon
makes its appearnnce, then a fourth,
a fifth, a sixth, a seventh, which dry up
the rivers and seas. Our earth, and all
the other inhabited spheres, the abodes
of the nats, take fire and sre dissclved
and consumed.

When a world is to be destroyed by
water, gentle rains begin to fall; these
increase hy degrees, and at length be-
come so prodigivus, that the whole
universe is dissolved by them.

Lastly, when wind is to be the agent
of its destruction, one hundred thou-
sand years after the na¢ has announced
the fatal event, the wind begins to hlow
and gradually increases in vivlence.

It Brst raises the dust ant sand, and s



iIN MINIATURE. 107

it beconnes stromger, it hurls enormous
rocks and tops of mountains into the
sir. Lastly, the whole earth, and all
the other worlds, as well as the habita-
tions of the nats, are carried away, re.
duced to powder, and dispersed in the
immensity of space.

Out of sixty-four worlds whick are
destroyed, fifty-six perish by fire, seven
by water, and one by wind.

A new universe is forrned by means
of a heavy rain, resembling that which
cansed the destruction of the former,
This immense mass of water fills the
space which was occupied hy the de-
stroyed world, and it is gradually con-
densed and rendered solid by the wind.

On the surface appears # first crust, ou
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whick the genit fix their ahode. The
condensation continues, and from ano-
ther crust are formed our earth, and
one wmillion ten thousand other similar
worlds; lastly, the suvm, moon, and
stars. The g_'enii assume the human
form and inhiabit the new world.

The Buddhists held the doctrine of
the metempsychosis, but their creed is
somewhat diffierent on this point from
that of the Hindoos. The soul dies
with the body, and from their dissclu-
tion is farmed a new being, which, ac-
cording as it has lived well or ill in its
former state, becomes a man, a brute,
or & mad. It again dies to he reanimated
in apother form, and so on, till, by a

life of perfect purity, it attains the state
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of niefw, or the blessed, in which it
has no farther change to apprehend.

The nats, or genii, are divided into
six classes. Their number is infinite,
Some reside in the planets and the fixed
stars : others in the earth, the waters,
the mountains, and the woods. Soume,
under the superintendence of their
chiefs, preside over the elements, go-
vern the winds, the clouds, aad rain
others record, in a golden book, the good
and bad actions of men, and render an
adcount of them to their supreme chief.
All of them have the power of changing
their forms at pleasure, like the desuta
of the Hindeos, to whom they bear a
close resemblance.

In the centre of a large rock, Sila-

YOoL. 1. [+
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Putavi, in the bowels of a spacious
island, situated opposite to the southern
slope of Mount Mienmo, (the Meru
of the Hindoos) is the nirig, or hell.
It coosists of eight large helts, which
Jead to forty thousaud smaller. At the
gates of the former are seated the judges
and their assistants, all appointed from
among the nuts.  Each hell has its par-
ticular name and pusishments. The
nature and duration of the punishment
are proportioned to the heinousness of
the erime. Conquerors, ministers who
oppress the people, debauchees, drunk-
ards,rogues, those who use false weights,
piunderers of temples, poisouners, io-
cendiaries, such s kill animals and sell

their Besh, and magistrates who ac-
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cept bribes, need but open the cate-
chism of Buddha: they will find in it
to what hell they will be consigned, and
the nature and duration of the punish-
ment that will there be inflicted on

them for their guilt.
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TALAPOINS.

The talapoins, or rahans, are, as wehave
observed, the priests of Buddha, They
resemble the regular monks of catho-
lic countries, and live, like them, in
convents. The great and the opulent
deem it a duty to found convents of
this kind, which they place under the
direction of a zarr, or superior. These
zaras enjuy a degree of consideration,
proportioned to the wealth of their con-
venis, and the number of the rakans

under their authority. The greatest
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and most important of the zaras, has
the title of za~ado: he is sumptuously
lodged, attended by a numerous retinue,
and ne other person but the king is
treated with such profound respect
as he,

The talapoins are sllowed to adorn
their convents with pictures and gild-
ing, and enjoy many other privileges.
They display great simplicity in their
dress and manners. Dr. Buchanan,
who had the honour to visit a sa-
rado, informs us, that in his dress there
was nothing to distinguish Lim from
the multitude, which lay prostrate at
his feet. He adds,.that, some vears
before, this zarade, being at Rangoun,
went, like the other rafiens, bare-

Q3
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foot from door to door, colleeting the
rice that was given iim by way of alms,
Thiz wos, perhaps, no great effort of
humility, for, wherever he went, the
utrvets were covered with carpets, the
people threw  themselves ut Iis feet,
imploring  lis Lewediction,  and  the
women hurricd out of his way, such
imperfect creatures being unworthy to
appear in the prescnce of so holy a
persunage.

In the countries where the religion of
Buddha prevails, itis rare to meet with
apauper. Near the convents there are,
in general, tolerably yood, ruy sowe-
times, very handsome houses, built by
pivus persons for the accommodation

of strangers and travetlers.  Any indi-
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vidual whatever may pass the night
there : he is sure to experience a kind
reception from the rafans, and to want
for nothing.

A criminal, who has the good for-
tune to he touched by a rahan, on the
way to execution, obtains hix pardon,
The ralians frequently avail themselves
of this privilege. They devute part of
their time to the instruction of youih;
teacking boys to read and write, and
initiating themn in the knowledge pos-
sessed by the nativs, particularly whae
relates to religion, listory, and the
laws, us well as the means of providing
for their own subsistence, and relieving
the unfortunate.

It is said, that in ancient times there
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were convents of women; that such of
them as dedicated themselves to a mo-
nastic life, entered in their youth into the
priesthood, and continued till death to
observe celibacy and the other rules of
the rakans. These convents have Leen
suppressed ; some aged females, how-
ever, still perform & kind of sacerdotal
office : they shave the head, dress in
white, attend in the temples and at
funernl ceremonies, aud are, in some
respect, servants to the rahans ; but
they never reside in the convent. In the
libravies of the rakans are hkewise to
be found books, which treat of the
manner of admitting females into holy
orders, and of the rules of conduct

which they ought to follow,
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When a young man devotes Limself
to the service of Buddha, his admis-
sion is celebrated with great parade,
and aanmerous ceremonpies.  Valuable
offerings are presented to the radans.
The young candidate, dressed in vel-
vet, richly laced with gold, is led
about in procession for several days.
Drums, hautbovs, troops of musicians
and dancers, young damsels, attired
in musltin, embroidered with gold and
silver, his relatives and their servants,
the public functionaries, %c. compose
the proeession. When all the ceremao-
nies are finished, he is conducted into
the assembly of the refiene; his hair

is cut off; he is stripped of his rich
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garments, and clothed in the yellow
_dress of the convent; and he renoun-
ces Lis family, his relations, and the

world.
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OF THE VEDAS, AND OTHER
SACRED BOOKS.

The principal sacred hooks of the
Hindoos, are the Vedas. They are
four in number; the Ajj-Feds, the
Yayour-Feda, the Sama-Feda, and the
Atgrrana-Fedu, The Vedas, according
to the Braming, are the source of all
knowledge. They issued from the
mouth of Brama, at the time of the
creation of the world; and bis soms,
who are richeys, that is, demi-gods
or prophets, spread them over the
earth fur the instruction of mankind.
The reading of them is forbidden to
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every caste excepting that of the Bru.
mins. The latter may read them,
with certaio precautions, to the Khat-
tries; but any Bramin who should dare
profane thew, by reading them te ary
other castes, would be ignominiously
expelled for ever from his own, and
degraded to onc of the lowest classes of
the people. It would alsobe a sin never
to be forgiven, in an individual of any
other caste to read them for the pur-
pose of gratifying a guilty curiosity.
The Bramins have always concealed
their sacred books with such care, from
the knowledge of the vulgar and
the profane, that the existence of the
Feidns was Jong denied in Europe: ait

doubt on this point has, however, since
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heen removed by their translation into
the Englizh language.

Dow relates an anecdote illustrative
of the extreme reluctance of the Bra-
mins to reveal the roysteries of their
religion.

Acbar, the most powerful Mogul
emperor, had been brought up in the
Mahometan religion. On arriving at
years of maturity, he was desirous of
choosing his own ereed, and to this end
resolved to make himself amluai;:tcd
witk the different religions of his em.
pire. As the priests are fond of making
proselytes, especially smong the great,
the heads of all the sects were eager to
initiate him into the mysteries of their
faith: the Bramins alone obstinately

YOL. T, R
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refused to comply with lis desire: en-
treaties, promises and threats, were
upavailing, and it was necessary to
have recourse to artifice.  Achar se-
cretly sent to Benures a Hindoo boy,
named Fietzi, who was passed off for
the son of a Bramin.” As such he was
adopted by a Bramin, who brought him
up as his own child, tauglit him the San-
scrig, and instructed bim in the mys-
teries of the religion of Brama. Achar
was about to be made acquainted with
them, when love rescued for a time the
secrets to which the Dramins attached
go much importance. Fietzi, having
" conceived a passion for the daughter
of his preceptor, fell at his feer, and

with & flood of tears confessed the part
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ke had been induced to act. The ex-
a;\spemtcd Bramin snatched the dagger
from his girdle, and raised it to dis-
patch the wretched Fietzi; but, at
length, moved by his contrition and
his tcars, he pardoned him and gave
him the Laod of his daughter, on con-
ditionn that he would not translate the
Fedas,

The Rij-Feda contains, it is said,
sstrology, astronomy, matural philoso-
phy, aod the history of the creation of
matter and the formation of the world.
The Yayar-F'edu treats of the religious
and moral duties ; and contains hymns
in praice of the Supreme Being, and
of the infcrior intelligences. The Sama.
Feds teaches all that relates to reli-

n2
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gious rites and ceremonies, fasts, pu-
rifications, penances, pilgrimages, sa-
crifices, prayers, offerings, &e.

We bave already seen iu the account
of the first incarnation of Vishnu, that,
at the moment when the Fedas issued
from the four mouths of Bram_a, a
d®mon, called Scancashur, stole them”
away, and hid them at the bottom of
the sea, but that Vishnu, transforming
himself into 8 fish, went in search of
them.

Another demon, named Aigrida,
stole them & second time from Brama,
and carried them with him 8ll over
the world. Vishnu overtook him, aud
recovered the Fedas after severely pu-
nishing the thief.
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We have likewise seen that a phi-
losopher, named Vyasa, who lived st
the beginning of the Huli-youg (the
present age) collected the Fedas, which
were till then detached, and formed
with them & body of doctrine, which
he divided into four books. This was
all the share he had in them according
to the Ilindoos, who positively insist
that he was not their anthor.

The Hindoos Lave a great number
of other bodkysuch as the Lpa.tedas,
a kind of commentary on the Fedus;
the Tunfra; the Mantra; the gama
and the Nigams, which teach the art
of enchantments; the six Fedanga,
the first three of wiich treat of gram-

mar, and the other three of mathe-
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matics, religious ceremonies, &e. lastly,
the Derma, the Dersana, the Ipa-
dersana, the Mimausa, and many others,
which, according to the Bramins, em-
brace the whole circle of divine and
bhuman knowledge, by the general name
of Sastra, aterm which signifies science,
and more particularly the science of
religion,

The Puranas, or sacred poems, which
some attribute to the above-mentioned
Vyasa, and others with greater pro-
bability to different authors, are eigh-
teen in number.

Falmichi, the first Indian poet, is
the author of an epic poem, intituled
Ramgjama, several cantos of which

have been translated into Lalian.
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The Makarabata of Vyasa is another
not less celebrated pocm ameng the
Hindoos, The subject of it is the war
waged by Durgiodana, king of Asta-
napura, assisted by his uwinety-nine
brothers, against Judistira or Dama-
ragda, the reputed son of Pandu.

The Hindoos have also a great cum-
ber of dramatic works. Secontala, or
the Futal Ring, composed by the poet
Calidas, a century before the birth of
Christ, has becn tramslated from the
Sanserit into English, by 8ir William
Jones. We shall take occasion to
notice the literature and poetry of the

Hindeos more at length in another place.
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HINDOOSTAN
En Miniature.

MANNERS OF THE HINDOOS.

THe life of the lower classes of the Hin-
doos is a svecession of the severest
labours and complete idleness ; but still
it is easy 1o perceive a vestige of that
ingenuity, which, in the most remote
ages, enabled this nation te distinguish
itself Ly its progress in the arts and
sciences.

The mild manners and peaceable dis-
position of the Hindoos are proverbial ;

YoL 1iL b ]
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and it is extremely rare to see any one,
especially of the higher classes, hurried
by passion into the slightest excess,
either in word or deed. The females of
the upper claskes are now almost as re-
cluse as those of the Musulmnans, who

have introduced into Jndia their jealous
- precautions against the nfidelity of the
sex: but we find {rom their ancient
poets, that they formerly enjoyed per.
fect liberty, unshackled by any other
restraints than what the laws of soeie-
ty and decorum impose upon women
among civilized nations. Sucontala,
the adopted daughter of a holy Bramin,
and the heroine of an interesting drama,
to which we ghall, hereafter, have oc-

casion to advert, received strangers, and
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performed all the duties of hospitality
towards them. When Pusmantha, a
character of the same drama, was ab-
sent from his capital, his mother go-
verned in his stead. Women were ad-
mitted aa witnesses in the courts of jus-
tice, and when the accused was a fe-
male, their evidence wus even rec-eived
in preference. It is unnecessary to ad-
_ duce further examples: all the Hindoo
tales are filled with circumstances which
attest the eivilization of India in the
remote ages, when the courts of that
country were adorned with the charms
of literature, and with that chivalrous
gallantry, which, by exalting the women,
pethaps above the raunk for which nature
designed them, softens the manners of
B 2
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the meu, and produces that politeness,
whicb is the bond of society, and which
the refined, but unrestricted intercourse
of the two sexes, can alone maintain in
& warlike nation.

The womee of the inferior castes fol-
Jow the same professions aa their hus-
bands ; they carry Lurdens, cultivate the
land, and are engaged in other equally
Iaborious occupations.

The daily life of the Hindoos admits
of but little rariety, every action being,
as it were, prescribed by law. The
pur:nas contain the rules relative to the
manner and time of eating : they alse
enumerate the places in which it is not
lawful for a Hindoo to take his repast,
aud the persons whom he may allow to
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eat with him. They are particularly
atrict in regard to the pusition which he
must assnme in sitting down, the quar-
ter toward which he wmmust turn, and the
precautions he nust take to avoid being
touched by any thing impure. After
washing his hands and feet, and rin-
sing his mouth with water, the Hindoo
seats himself, on a stool or a cushion,
beforc his plate, which is set on the
ground, on a smooth spot that hag been
swept clean, and is of a square form, if
for a Bramin ; trizngular, if for a kher.
#ry, or person of the second caste ; cir-
cular, if fora misya,‘the third caste;
and in the shepe of a crescent, if for a
gooder, the fourth caste. He bows to
the dish that is brought him, snd lifts
B3
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up the plate in his left hand and blesses
it. Before he beging eating, he turns
his hand round the plate, or rather, be
goes round i himself, in order to keep
aloof from others; he then offers five
pieces to Yama, the Plute of the Hin-
doos ; washes his mouth with a lLiitle
water ; offers five more morsels to the
five sensez; and having wetted his eyes,
takes his meal in silence, helping him-
self with the fingers of hia right hand.
Rice is the ordinary food of the na-
tives of India: our wheaten bread is not
used excepting in the European settle-
ments, and the corn for it is obtained
from Guzerat, Bengal, and other north-
ern provinces. In Guzerst and other
districts where rice is rare, & kind of
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grain called nili, or ginari, is employed
in its stead. The poor breakfast on
cangi, which i3 a thick decoction of rice.

Curry i3 the most common dish: it
is a kind of stew inade in various ways
with meat apd fish. The castes, which
are obliged to abstain from aniwal food,
substitute fruit or culinary vegetables
in their stead. The sauce coloured
with saffron or cucumbers, is seasoned
with all sorts of spices, and particalar.
ly with loog pepper. Rice boiled in
water is eaten with the curry.

At night they take nearly a similar
kind of soup, which in the Malabar
Ianguage is coljed mulligitacony.

These dishes are very highly sea-
soned with spices, which are considered
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necessary for health, and sre recom-
mended by all intelligent physicians to
Europeans, on their first arrival in the
country.

Butter, milk, sugar, vegetables, roots,
and fruit of all kinds, constitute, with
rice, the whole diet of the DBramins,
who would shudder with horror at the
sight of ver 1ables, covered with ske-
letons and carcasses, as they call them.

We are nevertheless assured, thut
there is among the Hindoos, a sect
called Paramahaunsa, esteemed a high
caste too, who devour the dead bodies
which are found in great number in the
Ganges. Moor, in hiz Hindoo Pantheon,
relates, upen the most authentle infor-
mation, that individuals of this disguat-
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ing sect have been seen near Benares,
floating down the river upon a corpse,
and feeding upon it. They are said to
consider the brain a3 the most delicious
morsel. Mr. Forbes, also, in his Ori-
ental Memuoirs, asserts, as a well-known
fact, that in some of the districts con-
tiguous to Benyral, there is a tribe called
sheep-eaters, who seize’the animal, and
actually devour it alive, wool, skin, flesh,
and entrails !

The Hindoos, with some few excep-
tions, use neither chairs nor rables : they
sit cross-legyed on carpets, cushions, or
rush mats; they have neither knives,
forks, nor table-cloths, and use nothing
but their hands to eat with. Their vic-

tuals are put on large smooth banana-
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leaves, curiously cut into the form of
plates, and they have iresh ones for
every meal.

In the higher castes, the women never
eat with the mean.

The Hindoos, and especially thoge of
the superior castes, make marks upun
the breast, arms, and forehead, with a
whitish powder, composed of the ashes
of cow.dung dried and burned, raspings
of sandal-wood, saffron, &c¢. The wor-
shippers of Vishou have a red and yel-
low horizontal stripe on the forehead,
those of Sheeva a vertical stripe. The
Bramins furnish the powder employed
Aor this purpose.

The wives of the Bramins keep col-

lecting, as Jong as they live, great
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quantities of cow-dung, which they dry
and reduce to powder. They store it
up till they die, and their bodies are
completely covered with it om the pile
on which they are burned.

The same material, diluted with wa.
ter, is used in India for giving solidity
to the ficors of houses, which, for the
wealthy in greveral, as well as for the
poor, are made of stamped earth. This .
earth, being wetted with the diluted
duang, becomes hard and solid.

The Hindoos are accustomed to yub
the body, and especially the head, from
time to time, with oil. This operation
is deemed refreshing and wholesome,
a3 it tends to check excessive.penpim-
tien: an hour or two afterwards they
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never fail to wash and perfume them.
selves.

The manners of the Hindoos are
mild, simple, and modest: there are,
however, some exceptions. The Iaj.
poots, the Mahrattas, the Rohillas, &c.
who inhabit the northern purt of India,
are Lold, warlike people; the 'olygars
and the Maravis, in the Carnatic, are
equally so. They frequently sally forth
from their woods and mountains, and
ravage the fertile plains around them,
which were once their own, and in which
the present possessors have not been
able to establish themselves so firmly
as to bave nothing to dread from their
incursions.

The Hindoos never ridicule the man-
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ners and customs of other nations, how
extraordinary suvever they mav appear
to them : unalterably attached to their
ownusages, they respect those of others.
They are prudent, polite, docile, obli-
ging, in so far, at least, as they are
allowed to be by their religion, which
forbids all intercourse with foreigners,
and even with their own countrymea of
a different caste.  They frequently tole-
rate and exeuse in a stranger what
they wonld severely punish in one of
their own people.  However cruel the
despotism by which they are oppressed,
however abjeet the poverty into which
they are piunged, neither the scowl of
revenge, nor sullen discontent is ever
expressed in their placid countenances,

VOL. ML <



14 RINDOOSTAN

Thev are fond of conversation, plea.
santry, and witticisms ; and take par-
ticular delight in listening to rtories of
warriors aud heroes, fairies, enchant.
ments, and metamerphoses of the gods ;
and the more marvellous these stories
are, and the more they resernble cir-
cumstances in their rvthology, the
more they relish them. The tone of
their voices, especiallv in Malabar, is
accentuated and singing, and they ges-
ticulate a great deal when they speak.

Mappy the people, exclaimz a tra-
veller, who are satizfied with a little
rice for their food, a piece of linen for
their garment, and a mat for a bed. It
might be supposed that men who have

so few wants would be strangers to
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avarice; yet this is the strongest and
most predominant passion among the
Hindoos: it stifles the sceds of all their
virtwes, This thirst of gold is the more
extrzordinary, as they neither can nor
know how to employit: for in India i
is a crime to be rich; despotism is
never at a loss for pretexts to strip its
unfortunate subjects, and for this rea-
son, immoveable property is in Jess
request than gold, jewels, and precious
stones, which may be easily concealed
or carried away. The op-ulent would
be afraid of betraying their easy cir-
cumstances, if they were to expend
sny considerable sum in the cmbellish-
ment of eountry-houses or gardens, in
the improvement of their estates, ot in

s
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the erection of elegant and commodious
habitations: they therefore covet wealth
merely for the purpose of hiding and
hoarding it.

The tardipess of the Hindoos in takifg
a resolution absolutely degenerates into
a vice: they sometimes spend whole
days in deliberating, when they ought
to be acting; and they are perhaps
still slower in executing than in re-
solving.

The seropulous performeance of pro-
mises is & virtue of which the people of
India have not the least ides. Whena
European is bargaining with a Hindoo,
he cannot help Joosing his patieace on
finding the business deferred from day
to day, always with fresh excuses and
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fresh lies, for which the Iatter, instead
of being in the least ashamed of them,
is rather disposed tn take credit to him-
self, because they serve to exiricate
him from some embarrassment or other.
The Eurapean at first supposes that he
has to deal with simple inexperienced
people; but he soon discovers how
egregiously be is mistaken.

The Italian author of Letiers on India
one day reproached a native of Malabar,
aman of good undeestandiug, and who
knew something of the character of the
ditferent natioms of Europe, with that
habit of lying which disgraces his conn-
trymen. “ There is no nation,” replied
he ealmly, * but has its defeets. The
Eunglishman, in his gloomy melancholy,

c 3
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blows out his brains aliout a trifie ; the
Portuguese stabs you almost in a joke ;
the Frenchman is every moment drawing
his sword ; and you Lialiaus——"’ here
he paused, recollecting that it was to
one of this nation that e was speaking,
and then proceeded:—* you would
not allow us poor Malays a bit of a lie,
the only weapon that is left us.”’ This
defence was not much amiss; for, in
general, if a Hindoo breaks his word,
* it is because it has been extorted from
him, and it was impossible for him to
keep it.

A great virtue, or rather a great vice
of the Hindoos, is patience. To this
quality they owe most of the wrongs
they have suffered from the tyranny of
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foreigners : if they have not strenglh
to resist, they ought to know how to
endure. .
We are assured in numberless hooks
that the Hindoos are an industrious na-
tion ; but if the truth must be spoken,
this industry consists rather in being
vontent with little, than in judicious
efforts to muliiply the esjoyments of
life. The arts have made but little
progress among them: with the ex-
ception of cotton cloths and the beau-
tiful Cashmere shawls, India furniahes
Europe with scarcely any thing worth
mentiohing. The sciences are still far-
ther Lehind-hand, and there is not per-
haps a country on the face of the earth

where a greater number of persons pass
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their lives in doing nothing ; they fre-
quently repeat these words of one of
their authors : “* It is better to sit than
to stand, to lie than to sit, to sleep
than to wake, and death is preferable to
all things.”

Nothing can equal the slowness of
workmen who are hired by the day:
it is vecessary to be constantly over-
looking and urging them. Their idle-
ness excites the utmost impatience in
the active European whe employs them.
The price of labour is in general mo-
derate ; bur the little work they get
through makes it come very high, A
European workman does more in one
day than a Hindoo in two or three:
but this is not all, for the latter, before
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he sets about a job, never fails to apply
for money on account, upon pl‘ete'xt
that he is too poor to procure the imple-
ments or materials for which he has
occasion. For the rest, they are ex-
tremely clever, and produce by dint
of patience, with rude tools, what our
most skilful workmen could not execute
without the best instruments.

Filial piety is one of the most con-
spicupus virtues of the Hindoos : it is
mot rare to see children stint themselves
of necessaries that their parents may
not want for any thing. Such as have
the means make offerings annually to
the gods, and give alms to the poor,
in memory of their decessed parents.

On the death of the father of a family,
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the ecldest son supplies the place of &
pareat to hia brothers, and they pay
him the submission and reverence which
a father has a right to expect from his
children : even his mother herself is in
some measure subject to him, and can
claiin nothing more than a dower or
allowance for her support. In short,
we here find in almost all families what
is too rarely met with among the most
civilized nations, genuine affection, do-
mesiic upion, and & real solicitude to
be of szervice to one another. The
greatest affront that can be offered to s
Hindoo is 10 speak contemptuously of

his “perents, and especially of his mo- '
ther. Those who have no children fre-
guently adopt poor erphans,

-



IN MINIATURE. 23

The Hindoos of the superior castes
are no strangers to the sentiment of
henour. An Eoglishman having taken
one of his servants of the caste of the
Rajpoots, a-hunting with him, the lat
ter let Joose a dog at an improper time,
et which his master was so eﬁraged, that
he struck him seversl blows with &
stick. The Rajpoot receded & few
steps, and looking at his master with
astonishment rather thmm. he diew
fortha dagger: * This,”” said he “shontd
avenge my honour, but I cannot for
get that I have caten your bread.” Wih
these words he plunged the dagger into
his heart and expired. It is remarked
that a stery precizely similar is related
of an African negro, snd the scens of
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the catastrophe iz laid in the West
Indies. ' *

The Hindoo women frequently ac-
company their husbands to battle, and
perish by their side. Some, that they
might not survive their dishonour, have
dispatched themselves with their own
hands ; others bave earnestly solicited
their husbands to Kill them, lest they
should fail into the power of a victo-
rious enemy : nay, the troops composing
whole garrisons have cut one another’s
throats rather than surrender. In short,
there are to be found among the Hin-
doos examples of fidelity, fortitude,
aud all the virtues which confer bo-

nour on humanity. We shall be dis-

posed to forgive their vices if we but
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pay attention to the source from which
they flow. There ure institutions, (‘i;il
and religious, the baneful influence of
which necessurily renders man deceitful,
indolent, mischievous, and stupid. If
the civil and religious system of the
Hindoos were not so vicious, living as
they do in a country blest with so genial
a climate, where nature provides al-
most spontancously for those wants
which elaewhere rouse all the passions
into commotion, they would, probably,
be the most virtuous of mankind,

Dr. Tennant, a mild, unprejudiced
observer of the Hindoos, a man of
learning and piety, whe made his ve-
searches among the people whom he

VOL. 11 D
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describes, thus pourtrays their situa.
tion :—

The Hindoo superstition makes ne
provision fur the instruction of the preat
body of the people. The vedas, pu-
ranas, and other sacred books, coutain,
it is sald, a copion: system of the most
unexceptionable morality; and from the
specimens already translated, this must
be in part admitted. DBut the canonical
books of the Hindoos have always been
regarded a3 a begnest too sacred to be
eommitted to vulgur hands: to the far
greater part of society they arc atrictly
forhidden, and are doomed to remain, in
the most emphatic sense, a dead letter.
Nothing can equal the ignorance of the
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great body of Meoﬂb% Pery sub-
ject relating to neiww

terature. Few of them can explain the
genealogy or attributes ascribed to their
deities. They do not uederstand the
meaning of the ceremonies they attend;
and the nature and obligations of their
duty they may obscurely feel, but are
wholly incapable to describe. The in-
convenience of ignorance so gross and
universal is too obvious to require
elucidation ; it renders the mass of tha
people not only dupes to the artifices
of priesteraft, but subjects themn to the
imposition of every chariatan who pre-
tends to skill ip any art or science what.
ever. The charms, incantations, and
exorcisms that here make s part of the

p2



b HINDOOSTAN

medical art clearly show that the gross-
est impositions inother watters, as well
as religion, may be turned to account
among an uninfonned mulgitude.
There is no end to the delusions of
superstition, nor any bounds to the
cruelties to which it can instigate people
the most gentle and timid with which
history has made us acquainted. Some
are persaded to regain their lost rank
in socicty by precipitating themsclves
naked, from a great height, upon spikes
or edged weapons ; others pierve their
skin with a hot iron ; inshort, cruelties
too horrid for recital, and too ex-
travagant to abtalo belief, daily provoke
our pity and indignation, amidst a people

famed for humanity in every part of the
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world. In almost everv action of his
life, the Hinduo is under the Immediate
influence of his superstition : bis prayers
and offertogs to bis gods; 'Lis purifica-
tions and ablutions in the river; his
dressing und eating Liz victuals ; the ob-
jects which he touches ; the companions
with whom he assuciates, are to him all
intimately and eyually counected with
religion and the everlasting welfare of
‘bis soul, If there is any part of his
conduet with which his religious ideas
have no concern, it is his moral charac-
ter. In doing justly, or loving mercy,
he ia apparcntly left to act as he
pleuses ; but if in the most trivial ac-
tion, he violates the rights of super-
stition, he is, in this life, deprived of ali
3
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the comforts of society, and in the next,
condemned to animate the body of
some noisome reptile, or contemptible
snimal.

The ignorance of the great hody of
the natives of India hes shaded their
character with a difidence and timidity,
which has not only rendered them the
slaves of their own wmonarchs, or fo-
reigners, in every age, but has degraded
them, in somc measure, to an inferior
rank among human beings. From this
condition, which has so often called
forth the contempt of the brave, and the
compassion of the wise, you in vain en.
deavour to raise them, while their in-
iellects are chained down by the muiti-
plied fetters of their degrading super-
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stition. The higher orders of the Bra.
mins, whose duty it is to undertake
this work, and who are perhaps ulone
able to effect it, are the least likely to
make say such attempt, as the follow-
ing anecdote will enficiently demon.
strate i—

An English gentleman, extremely
fond of natural aud experimental phi.
logophy, being intimate with a liberal-
minded Bramin, who had been edu-
cated at Benares, or sume other cele-
brated college, they generally passed
the moming together. The Bramin
read English books, searched into the
Encyclopmdia, and profited by the best
philogophical instrumments. The gen-

\leman, on receivicg » valuable solar
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micrescope, 88 a present from Europe,
showed it with rapture to his Hindoo
friend, and ie opposition to the scheme
of the metempsychosis, dizcovered to
him the innumerable auimalculz which
must be devoured by the Bramins, with
every fruit and vegetuble they eat.
After a full display of the wonders pro-
duced by the new apparatus, the Ea-
glishman, instead of seeing his friend
delighted, observed him to be unusoally
thoughtful, and at length be silently
withdrew. A! 1i3 next vivit he re-
quested the gentleman to sell him the
micrescope : to this the latter objected,
gbserviog that it was a present from a
friend in Enrope, not to be replaced,

and while in his possession, weuld af-
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ford them mutual gratification. The
Bramin offered him a very large sum
of money, or any Indiau commodity of
equal value, in hopes of obtaining it,
without effect: at last, overcomme hy
incersant importunity, the gentleman
presented him with the microscope. A
gleam of joy flashed across the Bra-
min’s countenance on obtaining posses-
sion of the object he had so ardently
desired. They were then in a veranda
overlooking the garden, with some kind
of artificial rock-work, composed of
flints and rough stomes, The Bramin,
grasping the instrument, descended
with a guicker motion than iz cus.
tomary with his caste, into the garden,

where he laid the microscope on the
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Iowest step of the verande, and seizing
a Jarge stone, smashed it to pieces, be-
fore his astonished friend could pre-
vent its destruction. He flew into a
violent passion, and in his heat up-
braided the Bramin with ingratitude,
ignorance and faoaticism. As usual
with his caste Le bore it all patiently,
and respectfully withdrew, saying,
when ha was cool he would pay him a
visit and explain his reasons. A few
days aiterwards be returned, and after
a polite, if not a welcome reception, he
thus addressed his friend :(—“ Oh ! that
I had remained in that happy state of
igngrance in which you first found me!
vet will 1 confess, that a3 oy know-

ledge increased, so did my pleasure,
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untit I beheld the last wonders of the
microscope. From that mowment I have
been tormented by doubt, and per-
plexed by mystery: my mind, over-
whelmed by chaetic cunfusion, knows
not where to rest, nor how to extricute
itself from such a maze. I am mi-
serable, and 30 must continue to be,
till 1 cnter on auothier stage of exist-
ence. Iam a selitary individual among
a hundred millions of people, all edu-
cated in the same belief with myself,
all happy in their ignorance! sq may
they ever remain! I shall keep the
secret within my own hosemn, where
it will corrode my peace and break my
rest ; but I shall bave some satisfaction

in knowing that 1 alone feel those
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instrunent, might have been exlen-
sively communicated and rendered thou-
sands miserable! Forgive me, my valu-
able friend ; but bring hither no more
implements of kaowledge and destrue-
tion.”

These polemical disputes ia religion
and politics, which in Europe some-
times distirb society, but which always
awaken curiosity and invigorate the
powers of intetlect, are unheard-of in
Tadia, The Mindoo shelters himself
from such turmoils in a total apathy or
listleszness of thought, more resembling
the stillness of the grave or annihila-
tion itself, than the common efforts of
a rationzl being.
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The sciences of India andall the more
liberal arts are at present, and always
have been, confined tothe great and the
learned alone. The moral and theological
koowledge possessed by a few in the
higher ranks, for many ages, is as com-
pletely beyond the reach of the com-
mon people, as if it did not exist : of
consequence it wust prove of little ser-
vice in promoting their interests. The
same thing may be affirmed of every
branch of knowledge. The portion pos-
seesed by nineteen in twenty of the
whole community is comparatively no-
thing. To the power of habit and the
influence of custom alone they are con-
signed for the direction of themselves.
Reason, inert and feeble as in them it

Y9L. 15, R
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must prove, has Liitle share in what we
Jusidy regard as its pecaliar province.
In such circumstances, certainly po
peeple can be more enticled to indul-
genee towards their weakness amd er-
sors ; and there is, certainly, none who
have strouger claims on our synipathy
and tenderness, Britons now occupy
the places of their native princes, and
the blessings of protection, instruction,
and encouragement in virtee which are
there too frequently withbeld, Provi-
dence has bestowed upon us ag a sacred
daty to dispense. .

The reader will excuse the introdue-
tien of the following beautiful apestro-
pbe on this subject, from the pen of
Mr. C. Grant —
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Britain, thy roive can bid the light deacend;

On thee alone the eves of Asia bend !

Let gentle arts anuke at thy behest,

Apd science sooth the Hindoo's mourrnful
breust.

In vuin, has uature shed her gifts around,

For eye ov eur, soit blaom or tuneful sound ;

Fruits of allhueson ev’ry grove display’d,

And pour’d prefuse the tamarind's gorgeons
shade.

Whatjoy to him can song or shade afford,

Quteast xo abjeet, by himsell ablore'd?

While chained to dust kalf struggling, half
resign’d,

Sinks 1o ber fate the heaven-descended
mind,

Disrob’d of all her lineaments sublime,

Theduring hope, whose glance outmeasured
time,

Warm  passions to the voice of rapture
stroug,

And conscious thonght that told her whenee
she sprung.

At Brama’'s stern decree, asages roll,

New shapes of clay await the immortal soul ;

E 2
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Darkling condemn’d in forms obscene to
prowl,

And swell the melancholy midnight howl.

Be thine the 1ask, his drooping eye to cheer,

And rlevate his bopes beyond this sphere

To brighter heavens than proud Someera
OW'DI’

Though gire with Indra and his burning
thrones.

Then shatl he recognize the heamsof day,

Aud #ing 8t once the four fold clain away;

Through every limb a sudden life shall
atart,

And sudden pulsesspring around his heart :

Then all the denden’d energies shall rise,

And vindicate their title to the skivs.

It is impossible, observes the phi-
lunthropic anther of the Oriental Me-
moirs, to calculate the effects which
may ultimately be produced by Asia~
tic researches, and the noble establish-

ment of the college at Calcutta. From
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the revival of science, learning, and
true philosophy onm the banhks of the
Ganges, we may expect to see the tem-
ples of Vishou consecrated to the wor-
ship of Jehovah, and bramiaical groves,
now seminaries for astrelogy, geoman-
cy and frivolous pursuits, become the
seats of classic learning and liberal-
sentiments. The climate of India does
not militate against patriotic virtue
and manly attainments, although it
may in some degree depress their ener-
gy. Art and science, nurtored in Asia,
will, under the auspices of peace and
liberty, resume their influence over the
fertile regions of Hindoostan. Philoso-
phy, relivion, and virtue, attended by
liberality, taste, and elegance, will re.
E3
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visit a favourite clime : poetry, music,
painting, and sculpture, encoursged
by the genins of Britain, may there
strew the path of virtue with manyw
fragrant flower. ‘
Under every form of oriental govera-
ment, u horrid system of oppression
pervades all classes of society, so that
it is almost impossible, out of the Bri-
tish dominions, to find an Asiatic of any
caste or tribe; whe, like the English
country gentleman, in the middle walk
of life, enjoys his patrimonial inherit-
ance surroutded by domestic happi-
ness and rural pleasures. A asyatem of
oppression prevails from the throme to
the zemindar. The following circum-
stance happened at Tattah, on the Indus,
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the residence of the Mahometan prince
of Scindy, who, like other oriental des-
pots, permits‘hia officers to amass wealth
by every means in their power, and
then obliges them to disgorge their
plunder.

The collector of the customs at Tat-
tah, was a Hindoo of family, wealth, and
credit. Lulled into security from his
interest ut court, and guspecting no evil,
he waa surprised by a visit from the
vizir, with a company of armed men,
to demand hia money; which, being se-
creted, no menaces could induce him to
discover. A variety of tortures wereinflict-
ed to extort a confession : one was 2 sofa,
with a platform of tight cordage in net-

work, covered with a chintz palempore,
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which coucealed a bed of thorns placed
under it. The collector, a corpulent
Banian, was then stripped of his jama,
ot muslia robe, and ordered to lie down
on the couch ; the cords, beuding with
his weight, sunk on the bed of thorns ;
those long and picreing thorns of the
daubel, or forest acacia, which being
placed purposely with their points up-
wards, lacerated the wreteched man,
whether in motion or at reat. For two
days and nights he hore the torture
withput revealing the secret: his tor-
mentors, fearing he would die before
their purpnse was effected, had recourse
to anather mode of compulaion. When
Rature was nearly exhausted, they took
him from the bed and supported him
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on the floor, until his infant son, an
only child, was brought into the room,
and with him a bag containing a fierce
cat, into which they put the child, and
tied up the mouth of the sack. The
agents of cruelty stood over them with
bamboos, ready at a signal to beat the
bag, and enrage the animal to destroy
the child. This was too much for a
father’s beart; he produced his trea-
sure, and on his recovery was sent for
to court, invested with a robe of state,
and cxalted to a high situation in anc-
ther province, there to accumnulate more
wealth, and to be again sulject to the
capricious eruclty of a needy despot.
Another act of tyranny sometimes
practised by the Mahrattas, is called
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the sheep-skin death. On this occasion
the culprit is stripped naked, and a
sheep beipy killed, the warm skin of
the animal is immediately stretcled to
the utmost, and sewed tight over the
prisoner’s hody.  He is then conducted
to the flat roof of the prison, and ex-
posed to the fervour of a tropical sun ;
the skin, cootracting by the heat, draws
with it the flesh of the agonized wretch,
until putrefaction, hunger, and thirse,
terminate his sufferings.

The features of the Hindoos of beth
sexes, differ, in general, but little from
those of Europeans. The differeat

-castes have, nevertheless, a peculiar
phbysioguomy ; and though it might uvot

be an easy task to describe wherein this
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difference consists, it does not escape
the eye of the observer. Iu the same
manner we distinguaish, without Jiffi-
cuity, a German from a Frenchman, an
Evulishinan from a Spaniard, and a
Dautelunan fromm un Iralian,

The Hindoos are nat inferior in ste-
tare to the Europeans, but they are
more elegantly shaped, and more aze-
tive, though at the samne time less mns-
cular and robust. This ia usually at-
tributed 10 the heat of the elimate, but
is owing alio to other causes; such as
& diet frequently unwholesome, and al-
ways insuficient ; the premature inter-
course of the sexes, 2nd the neglect of
exercise. 8o much at least is certain,
that those Hindoos who follow labo-
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rious occupations and live upen more
substantial food are quite as hale and
strong as Europeans; and some of them
bave been known tocut off the head of a
buffalo with a single stroke of a scimerar.

But for their colour, the Hindoo wo-
men might vie in beauty with those of
any European nation: they are sur-
passed by none in delicacy, just pro-
portion, and regularity of features, and
their eyes are the finest, pethaps, in the
world. They possess, above all, an in-
expressible charm, an air of infantine
simplivity, and modest graces which
forhid neither vivacity nor wit, and
which the women of Europe would in
vain attempt to lnitate. Beauty, how-

ever, in Hindooatan, is a flower that fades
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more gpeedily than in other countriea: a
femule is narriageable at the age of ten
or twelve years, and begins to be old at
twenty or tweniy.five.

The sex is held in perpetual depend-
ence. According to the laws of Menu,
the daughter is dependent ou her fa.
thet in childhood; on her hushand as
goon as she becoines s wife; on her sous
after the death of her husband ; on the
near relations of her husbaud if ehe
bas no sons; if he Las none, on her
father’s relatives ; and lastly, on the so-
vereigm, in default of paternal kinsmen.

All the natives of Tudia marry, with
the exception of a few fanatics. who de-
vote themselves to celibacy. It is a
duty prescribed by religion ; it is one

YOL. 11,
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of the most sacred and the most laud-
able accions of human life, and a title
to the special protectionof heaven. Ce-
libacy, ou the other hand, when it has
x;ot absolute necessity to plead in its
excuse, Is a disgraceful and infamous
state, irasmuch as it is conirary to the
design of nature and providence. The
Hindoos thisk that it is the duty of -
every one who bas received life to give
it in his turn.

The Hindoo who proposes to marry,
finds every one iuclined to promote his
design. The very laws allow him to
have recourse to lies, if these can cone
tribute to the success of the match
which he has in view, The poorest,

tberefore, have no scruple to marry,
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notwithstanding the despotiem of the
government, 1t is ¢true that in thie
happy climnte man has but few waats,
and easily finds the means of satisfying
thems, The laws of marriage, more-
over, ate not very strict in most of the
castes. 1f the husband is dissatisfied
with his wife, he parts from ber and
secks another: and the wife acts in the
saine 1nanner in regard to her bushand ;
not that a divorce ean be obtained with-
out reason, but the matter is not very
closely inguired into, especially when
both parties agree in soliciting it.
Polyzamy i3 lawful in Iudia, but it
s rare excepting among the rich. The
poor are coutent with one wife at a
time; and when they have had male

b2
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children by them, they seldom part
from them as long as they live. The
Hinduos may marry their cousins, and
the daughters of their sisters, but net
those of their brothers. They have no
scruple to marry several sisters at the
same time, or te live puhlicly with
them : but it is vot lawful for two bro-
thers to wed two sisters,

" The Hindoo women employ them-
selves in their houschold concerns:
they are good mothers, submissive and
faithful wives. The ambition and ex-
travagance which 50 often ruin Euro-
pean ladies and their families are un-
known te them ; they gire neither balla
por routz, neither parties nor entertain-

menty, The poorest consider it as a
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humillating state and a real misfortune
te have no family ; and they spare nei-
ther prayers to the gods, nor alms to
the poor, nor offerings to the Bramina,
to obtain children. Some are seen per-
forming long journeys, with twe or
three little children, whom they lead by
the band or carry alternately on their
backs, when they are tired.

The women are forbidden to read and
write, the Hindoes being persuaded,
that all the aecomplishiments which they
might acquire would spoil that simpli-
city of manners which is requisite for
domestic happiness. Hence noue but
courtezans aspire to a variety of talents
and attainments : they are no strangers
to literature and poetry, and mugic aod

F3
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dancing are their favourite uccupatibna.
They form a distinct class, and are not
doomed to infamy as among us. We
shall have occasion to treat of them
hiereafter,

We are assured, that in the Carnatic,
near Tinavelly, there is a tribe which
is dist'mguis}.:ed by an extraordinary
custom: the women must not sutfer
themselves to be scen by any mau, not
even by their husbaods, who never visit
them but in the dark. They live shut
up in apartments where they have no
other company than females of the same
tribe, and where they employ themselves
in weaving mats and such-like cccupa.
tions. Their sons arc taken from them

at the age of three or four years, and
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are never afterwards suffered to see
their mothers. When they are ill, they
are attended exclusively by women of
their own tribe; and after death their
husbands sew themn up in a sack before
they are conveyed to the funeral pile,
Thiz tribe, which was never very nu.
merous, 18 daily decreasing, so that it is
now reduced to a few families.

In the Carnatic, and other provinces,
we also find a small tribe, the members
of which make a puint of fasting on such
days, when the sun is so obscured by
clouds as not to be seen at least for a
few mowents. Inthe rainy season they
must frequently be obliged to fast.

_ Among the Hindoos on the Malabar

coast, and likewise in ail the southern
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part of the peninsuly,-there ie another
custum  which is not less singulag
When a young female becomes mar-
riageable, the day on which she is
promised, that of her marriage, and at
the birth of a son, her female friends
and relatives assemble at Ler house, and
there, by way of expressing their joy,
and acquainiing her peighbours with
the happy event, they all together set
up, from time to time, a long howl,
which would rather be taken for a ery
of grief than for a demonstration of
Jjoy.

The passion of love and its excesses
scern to be unknown to the Hindoos,
though they form the subject of almost
all their books. The facility with which
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they gratify it does not allow it time to
acquire iniensily ; for neither the Hin-
doo girl, nor her parents, have the cruelty
tokeep a young man of their caste, who
solicits her haud, long in sespease ; and
one of a different caste never aspires to
what he knows it is impossible for him
te possess, They thus enjoy the plea-
sures of love without feeling any of its
pangs.

A Hindoo never appears before a
prince or grandee without earrying him
some prescnt, especially if he has a fa-
four to solicit: this custom is of the
highest antiguity, and prevails through-
out alt A:ia, In Europe, when a sove-
reign travels, he commonly displays his

liberality in donations to the lower
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classes and the poor: a Hindoo prince,
on the contrary, accepts the smallest
gifts from the meanest of his subjects.
These uofortunate wretches lay their
presents in the most respectful manner
at his feet, and think themselves amply
remurerated jn the opportunity they
kave enjoved of obtaining mrnear s
view of their oppresser.

When a Hindoo or Musulman enters
the bouge of bis superior or equal, he
always leaves his shoes or slippers at
the door. This part of the dress is
considered as the basest; and a blow
with & slipper is, in Hindoostan, the
most ighominions and the most unpar-
donable of affronts.

It is curious te ohserve the way ia
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which a Hindoo behaves, when he has
a favour to solicit of a grandee of his
own nation, or even of a BEuropean.
He vever proceeds directiy tuward his
object, Lut beuats a long time about the
bush, taibivg of totaily diferent matters
from that which bas brought him vo
you. He watches your looks, your
motions and your words, to discover
what huniour you are in at the time,
theugti he has taken good care to mauke
inuiriea on that point of your ser-
vapts. If you are not ira good hn-
mour, he strives to divert your thoughts
by degrces from the aubject with which
he supposes them to be engaged ; and
if he cannot prepare yeu to receive his

application in a favourable manner, he
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takes his leave without saying a word
mbout it : but if he thinks the moment
auspicious, after telling you several
times that lie has called for no other
purpose than to inquire how you do,
and talking a long while on indifferent
subjects, he ustonishes vou by soli.
citing some favour, or by the mention of
some business, of the utmost import.
ance,

The Hindoos write on long palm-
leaves prepared and dried for the pur-
pose ; they u~e a siyle of iron, some-
times of gold or silver, of u w.ore or
less elegant chape, but alwags tipped
with a stecl point. They write with
great ease and celerity, either standing,

sitting or walking, and scarcely looking
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at the leaf which they are using. Their
letters are ueat and weil forined, the
lines straight, and the distances equal :
_but it is not possible to form a correct
notion of their writing, unless from in-
spectivn. The annexed engraving re.
presents a native of Malubar writing as
he walks slong. Their books, whick
are sometimes very bulky, are com-
posed of similar leaves, and last as
long as ours if any care be taken of
them : they are not liable to injury
from water. )

The rajahs and princes of the south
of Hindoostan, write letters and trans-
mit orders on these palm-leaves, which
are folded and sealed in a particular
manner; but when they are writing

YOoL. II1.
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to persons of distinction they use paper
like us. Paperisalso used by the Hin-
doos aad Musalmans, all over the north
of the peninsuls. With the exception
of certain complimentary forms, tie
Hindoos in general are clear, brief, and
precise in all they write.

A Hiados will not scruple to emiploy
any (ishonest artifice to releuse himself
from engagewnents into which he has
eutered ; but he will never take advan-
tage of any equivocal expression or
informality in the written instrument
by which he is bound: and as they
have neither atlvocates, attorneys, nor

.motarjes, they are strangers to all that
disgraceful chicanery, to which flaws of
.Mhis kind give rise among us.
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In Canara, Guzerat, and in the north
in gemcral, both sexed wear more
cloth'og than in the sonth. This ob-
servation applies also to the principal
Euaropean settlements, as Bombay, Ma-
dras, Calcutta, Goa, &c.

The costume of the women varies
according to the castes. The mrost
common dress courists of a long piece
of white or coloured stuff, which is
thrown over the right shoulder, and
fastened about the waist, Sometimes
the females cover themselves entirely
with this robe, eitlier to screen them-
selves from the eyes of the other sex,
or from the rays of the sun.

In &Il parts of India, the women of
every sect, and of all nations, wear

c 2
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bracelets of vitrified earth of different
colours, green, yellow, and black.
Their fingers and toes are adorned with
brass, silver, or gold rings; they also
wear rings of the same metals, of deli-
cate workmanship, rouod the ancles.
Some idea may be formed of the anti-
quity of these ornaments from the sta-
tues of the gods and goddesses, which
are almost always decorated with them.
Some femalea wear ear.rings, and others
bave gold and silver rings suspended
from the nose, but the latter ornament
is confized almost exclusively to the
dancing-girls.

One of the women represented in the
annexed engraving, holds a large snd
small vesgel for taking up water, and
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weats round her neck a gold ornament
called ¢efi. Her hair is perfuwed and
tied up to the crown of the head. Her
skin is staimed with saffron, or some
other vellow powder, the smell of
which i3 agr:;uub]e to the Hindoos.
The nails and toes are dyed red with
the juice of an herb.

Greatly resembling the pastoral man-
ners of the Mesopotamian damsels in
the patriarchal daye, the young womnen
of Guzerat daily draw water from the
public wells, and sometimes carry two
or three earthen jars placcd over
each other on the head, which re-
guiring perfect steadiness, gives them
an erect and stately air. An English
Indy iu Indis, whose great delight was

a3



] HINDOOSTAN

to illustrate the sacred volume, by =
comparison with the moders manners
and customs of the Hindoos, reading
the iuterview between Abraham’s ser-
vant and Rebecca at the gate of Nahor,
to an intelligent native, when she came -
to that passage where the virgin went
down to the well with her pitcher upon
ber shoulder, her attentive friend ex-
claimed: *¢ Madam, that woman was
of high caste.”” This he implied from
the circumstance of her carrying the
pitcher on her shoulder and not on her
head. Some of the highest classes
among the Braming do the same.

The women of the ioferior castes
wear a short cotton garment, which in

general covers only the upper part of
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the body, and reaches no lower than
the Joins.

Females of the superior castes, whe-
ther married or not, never go abroad
alone, and without being veiled from
head to foot. I, however, they happen
by any accident to be uaveiled, and
meect a European, they run as fast as
they can to the first Indian house that
has any appearance of respectability.

In the interior of the country in par-
ticular, the women are alarmed at the
presence of Europeans. There the
sight of a single European is sufficient
to throw the whole population of a
village into consternation. The fact is,
that intoxicated soldiers and others

have frequently committed nutrages in
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the attempt to carry off women, or t»
procure provisions by force.

In Malabar, mea of the superior
casteg only have the privilege of wear-
ing rings of gold and silver, of carrying
an umbrella or a cane, and of baring a
style for writing fastened by their side.
These distinclions are forbidden to the
lower castes, which must not assume
them without a special grant from the
rajah, of whom they cannot be obtained
but by money.

The distinctions formerly conferred
by the Hindoo princes, and still con-
ferred by them wherever they yet rule,
consist in one or two gold bracelets

round the wrist; in the right to be

curried in & palanquin, and other simdnr
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honours corresponding, in some mea-
sure, with the different orders of
knighthood, instituted by the sovereigns
of Europe.

The Hindoos manifest extreme ve-
neration for their princes, whom they
never approach but with demanstrations
of the profoundest humility: hience we
do not find it upon record that the blood
of any Hinduu monarch was ever shed
by his subjects; while the history of
the Mahometan princes, who have
reigued in Indis, s filled with treasons
and atrocious murders, committed on
their persons by their own subjects.

In Mslabar, a rajah, on his accession,
would not, out of respect, sit upon the

same seat, sleep in the same bed, or
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drink out of the same cup as his prede-
cessor @ every thing that has been used
by the deceased prince is regarded as

sacred, and not even touched.
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MANNERS
OF TRE OTHER INHABITANTS

OF HINDDOSTAN.

Hindoostan is peopled by a great
number of foreigners, whom its deli-
cious climate and fertile soil have at-
tracted from all parts of the world.
Some entered the country as con-
querors, after expelling or putting to
death the rightful sovercigns: others
sought refuge there from persecution,
or repaired thither to farm commercial
establishments. Al carried with them
their peculiar manners and customs,

which the climate, time, and intarcourse
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with the natives have since wodified in
& thousand ways,

The Mahometans settied in Hin-
doostan are not strict observers of the
precepts of their religion. Differing
from their ancestors, who first invaded
thix country and deluged it with blood,
they have not the fapalical rage for
converting or persecuting those who
are pot believers in Mahomet. It seems
a8 if the example of the Hindous had
taught them toleration, and the genial
climate of India divested their‘ charac-
ter of a great part of its ancient fero-
city. Most of thew scruple not 1o
drink spirituous liquors, and frequent-
ly intoxicate themselves with opium.

Tippoo Saib, sultan of Mysore, was
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thought himself aggrieved, it is true,
by sowe Catholic priests, who were
sccused of furnishing his enemies, the
English, in time of war, with iuforma-
tion collected by themn respecting his
dominions. He left most of the Hip-
doo temples standing ; and afterwurds
adopting a more judicious policy, al.
lowed the Bramins the free exercise of
their religion.

The Musulmans are grave and re-
served in speech and manners, polite
and courteous, but false and addicted
to flattery : and at home, they give
themselves up to the indulgence of the
most depraved appetites and to the
most infamous vices.

They delight in ostentation and mag-
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nificence ; and as they came from dif-
ferent countries, they value one ano-
ther only according to their more or
fess illustrious origin. The various
tribes disdain to ally themselves together
by intermarriages. Few Mahometans
enpage 1o commercisd pursuity, still
fewer in agriculture or handicraft busi-
ness; these are, according to their
ideas, degrading occupalions; almonsg
all of them have inherited the fondness
of their ancestors for wer, but not
their valour. This difference isascribed
1o the climate of India- it ought ra-
ther to be charged to the account of
the effeminate education which they
there receive,

B2
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The Musulmans have partly retained
in Hirdoostan the leose umple gar-
ments which they wear in Turkey, in
Egvpt, and even in China.  The oppo-
site plate represents a Mahometan In-
dian officer : the only differcnce of any
consequence is in the turban, which is
nut near 50 high

Dost of the Muhomwtans in the in-
terior have embraced the profession
of anns: they are remarkable for their
disc;pline and for their dexterity in the
use of the sabre and the Malay dagger ;
they are provided with a small buckler
as an instnunent of defence.

They are very expert riders, and ex-

tremely fond of horses, pretending to
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judge of their qualities by a great num.
ber of signs, most of which are undoubt-
edly fallacious.

The first Mahometan empire founded
in India was that of the Patans or
Afghans, which lusted il the invasion
of Tamerkane in 1398, and the name of
which was scarcely known in Europe
before the publication of the history
of Ferishita, translated into English by
Colonel Dow, It limits varied with
the abilitics of its princes.  Under weak
aut! incapable monarchs, it was some~
times reduced almest to nothing, be-
cause the governors of its vast pro-
vinees elevated thewsclves o petty
sovercigns: at other periods it extend-

ed from Bengal to Persia, and from the
u3
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Carnatic to the Jofty mountains of Se-
valic. '

The first inroads of the Musulmans
in India nearly resemble those of the
Bpaniards in America on its first disco-
very. These conquerors, filled with
enthusiasm for the new religion of Ma-
homet, rased to the ground the tem-
ples of the Braming, from which they
carried off prodigious wealth : they
broke in pieces a great number of gold
and silver idols: and considering the
Hindoos as idolaters, they persecuted,
in order to convert them, massacred
them, and had the barbarity toinflict on
them the most eruel tortures. The
ferocious Musnliman, armed with sword

and fire, spread destruction and con-
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siernation in the pame of Mahomet
wherever he went, and endeavoured to
sweep the name and memory of Buddha
from the face of the earth. Some of
the Hindoo sovereigns made a coura-
geous and f{requently successful resist-
ence to these invasions of the Maho-
wetuns ; others purchased with money
a temporary peace of their cnemies,
or, struck with terror by their arms,
endcavoured to appease their fury by
vainable presents.

The splendour and magnificence of
the courts of the Mahometan monarcha
surpass all conception. Ferishta de-
scribes their thrones as glittering all
over with gold and precious stones,
surrounded by troops of dancing-girls,
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comediars, musicians, mimics, in short,
every thing that can minister {o plea.
sure, luxury, and voluptuousness. Jt
iz asserted that the emperor Balin
rarcly went abroad without being pre-
reded by a train of one husdred thou-
sad persons.

The snnexed plate will coavey some
idea of the maguificetee of a wealthy
Musiuiman at home. It represents
Sujah ul Dowlah, nabe.l of Oude and
visir to the great Mogul ; bis son Aeuf
ul Dowlah, who suciceded hin g anl his
nine younger sons. The two principal
tighires are portraits of the persons whoin
they represeut. N
Mr Forbes has given a curious pie.

rare of the hind of magniticence affected
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by Asuf, who succeeded his father ou
the throne of Oude. This nabolr was
fond of lavishing Lis treasures on gar-
dens, palaces, horses, elephaats, Euro-
pean guns, lusires, and mirrors. He
expended annually abeut £200,000 in
Eunglish ramufurtures. He had more
thau one hundred gardens, twenty pa-
laces, one thousand two hundred cle-
phants, three thow~and fne saddle
horses, one thousand five hundred dou-
ble-barrel guns, seventeen hundred
superh Instres, thirty thousand shades
of various forms and colours; seven
kumdred large iirrors, girandoles and
clocks. Some of the latter were very
curious, richly set with jewels, having

figures in continunl mavement, and
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plaving tunes every hour ; two of these
clocks only, cost him thirty thousand
pounds.  Without taste or judgment,
he was extremely solicitons to possess
all that was elegant and rare : he had
instruments and machines of every art
aml science, but he knew none; and
his museum was so ridiculously ar-
ranged that a wooden cuckoo-clock was
placed close to a superb time-piece
which cost the price of a diadem ; and
a valuable lundscape of Claude Lor-
raine suspended near a board painted
with ducks and drakes. He sometimes
gave a dinner to ten or twelve persons,
sitting at their eaze in a carriage drawn
by elephants. His jewels amounted to
about eight millions sterling. Amidst
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this precious treasure, he might be
seen for several hours every day hand.
ling them as a child does his toys.
From the same source is derived the
following description of the splendour
with which this magnificent prince cele-
brated the wedding of his adopted son,
Vizier Aly, which took place at Luck-
now in 1795, and surpassed in expense
any similar sﬁlemnity of modern times.
The nabob had his tents pitched in
the plains pear the city of Lucknow ;
among the number, were two remark-
ably large made of strong cotton cloth,
lined with the finest English broad
cloth, cut in stripes of different colours,
with cords of silk and cotton. These

two tents cost five lacs of rupees, or



B  HINDOOSTAN

 about fifty thourand pounds sterling.
They were each one hundred and twenty
feet lobg, sixty broad, and the poles
sbout sixty feet high; the walls of the
tents were ten feet high, partly cut into
lattice-work for the women of the
nabob’s seraglic, and those of the prine
cipal nobility to see through. His
highness was covered with jewels to the
amount of at least two millions sterling.
The shumeeana was illuminated by
two hundred elegant girandoles from
Europe, a3 many giass shades with wax
candles, and several hundred flambeaux;
the grlare and reflection were duzzling to
the sight. Under this extensive canopy,
above a hundred dancing-girls, richly
dressed, went through their elegant but
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" rather lagcivions dances and motions,
and sung some soft airs of the country,
chiefiy Persic and Hindoo-Pereic.

The bridegroom was about thirteen
years - of age, the bride ten; both of a
dark complexion and not handsome,
The former was so absurdly leaded
with jewels, that he could scarcely
stagger under the precious weight.

From the shumeeena the company
invited to this festivity proceeded on
t;.]ephants, to an extensive and beautiful
garden about a mile distant. The pro-
cession was grand beyoud conception ;
it consisted of about twelve hundred ele-
phants richiy caparisoned, drawn up in
a regular line like a regiment of soldiers.
About one hundred elephants in the

YOL. If. I
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ventre had Aoudas, or castles covered °
with silver: in the midst of these, ap-
peared the nabob, mounted on an un-
commonly large elephant, within s
Aouda covered with gold, richly set
with precious stones. On his right
hand was the British resident at the
court of Lucknow, on his left the
young bridegroom : the English gen-
tlemen and ladies and the native nobi-
lity were intermixed on the right and
left. On both sides of the rosd from
the tents to the garden, was raised arti-
ficial acenery of bamboo-work, very
kigh, representing blaastions, arches,
minarets and towers, covered with lights
in glase lamps, which made a graad
dirplay. On each side of the proces-
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sion, in front of the line of elephants,
were dapcing-girls superbly dressed,
{on platturms supported and carried by
bearers) who danced as the company
went along. These platforms consisted
of a hundred on each side of the proe
cession, all covered with gold and silver
cloths, with two girls and two musi-
cians at each plarform.

The groond from the tents to the
gatden, forming the road on which the
procession moved, was inlaid with tire-
works ; at every step of the elepbants
the earth burst, and threw up artificial
stars in the heavens, w emulate those
created by the hand of Providence,
besides innumerable rockets and many
liundred wooden shells, that burst in

1 2
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the air and shot forth a thousand fiery
serpents.  These, winding through the
atmoaphere, illuminated the sky, and,
aided by the light of the bamboa scene-
ry, turned a dark night iuto a bright
day. The procession moved on very
slowly, to give time for the fire-works
inlaid in the ground to go off. The
whole of this grand scene was farther
Hghted by ubove three thousand flam-
beaux carried by men hired for the
occasion, Thus the company moved
on in stately pomp to the garden, which,
though only a mile off, they were two
hours in reaching. On arriving at the
garden gate shout nine in the evening,
they descended from the elephants, and

_entered the garden illuminated by in-
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numerable transparent paper lamps or
tanterns of various colours, suspended
to the branches of the treez. In the
centre of the garden was a large edi-
fice to which the nahob and his guests
ascended, and were introduced into a
grand saloon, adorped with girandoles
amd pendent lustres of English manu-
facture, Highted with wax candles. Here
they partosk of an elegant and sump.
tuous collation of European and lodian
dishes, with wines, fruits, and sweet-
meats ; at the same time, about a hun-
dred dancing-girls sung their sprightly
airs, and performed their native dances.

Thus passed the time till dawn, when
the English visitors returned to their
respective homes, delighted and won-

1 3
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derstruck with the enchanting scene,
which seemed to realize all the extra-
vagance of oriental fiction. The affable
nakob rightly observed with a litile
Asilatic vanity, that such a spectacle
was never before seen in India, and
aever would be seen again. The whole
expease of this marriage-feast, wajch
was repeated for three successive nights
in the same manner, was upwards of
£300,000 sterling, -

It may not be amiss to add; that
Vizier Aly, whose eatly vears were mark-
ed with such profuse magnificence, died
in the year 1818, at Fort William, Culcut.
ta, afier a conficement there of above
seventeen years in a kind of iron cage.

Most of the Mahometan emperors
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crushed their subjects with the weight
of insupportable taxes, took delight in
spilling their Llood, snd frequently
condemned them without inquiry fo
ignominious punishments; they were,
in consequence, continually engaged in
quelling insurrections, in punishing the
rebellions of omrahs, nabobs, visirs,
and generals. They had recourse to
dissimulavion, istrigue, the sword, poi-
son, and any other means, to raise and
maintain themselves upon a throne sur-
rounded by a thousand dangers. Sus-
picions  and alarms not completely
stifled with blood sprung up again
on all sides; prudence and courage
generally proved insufficient, and seve.

rity was as little to be relied on as.
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clemency. Most of these emperors
were betrayed and hurled from thethrone
by their friends, their wives, their bro-
thers, or their own cbildren, Some of
them were coafined for life in a nar.
row prison ; others had their ears cut
off and their eyes put out, while some
were cven flayed alive.

Still, among all the scenes of peridy,
villany and atrocity, which we meet
with on every page in their historians,
we occasionally discover some bright -
examples of magnanimity, valour, ge-
perosity, fidelity, and all the virtues
that are most honourable to human
.nature.

Several of these emperors had acade-

mies at their court, founded universs.
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ties, applied themselves to the study of
the belles-lettres, patronized and en-
couraged such as distinguished them-
selves in the arts and sciences, by load-
ing them with wealth and honours, and
thus collected around them philoso-
phers, physicianz, asttonomers, histo-
rians, and especially poets, whom Fe-
rishta terms great, moble, iflustrious,
flowers of genius, though not only their
works, but also their very names are
moestly unknown te Europeans.

The religivus worship of the Maho-
metans in India ditfers from that es-
tablished in the dominions of the Grand
Signor.

The mosques, or Mahometan temples,

are massive edifices, coated with pluster:
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on the west side they have 2 piazza of
five, seven, or nine arcades, and on
each side minarets, or high slender
towers, terinivating in a point.  In the
centre of the interior i3 a kind of pul-
pit, in which is kept n copy of the
Koran, and where an iman or fakeer
reads sloud some cl‘laplcr of that re-
vercd volume. The floor s usuvally
covered with costly carpets, and lamps
are continually burning wonder the ar-
cades.

In frent of the masques there is
always a spacions basin full of water,
‘swhere the true believers perform their
ablutions before and after divine service.
Near thia basin they leave their sfip-
pere, which they must not take with
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them into the mosque. A European,
before he enters the sacred edifice,
must, in like manner, put off his shoes.

The grand inausolewins built in ho-
nour of princes or saints ore alwoys
attervled by a priest, who says prayers,
or performs other ceremonies for the
deceased. 1n the centre of the muuso-
leum is a iarge sarcophagus, containing
the remains of the person fur whom it
was crected : and above bangs a lamp
which is kept constantly burning. Splen-
did carpets are spread round the sar-
cophagus, and the sides of the inonu-
ment are adorned with glass globes,
gilt or silvered,

The cemeteries are almost always

comtiguous to the mosques, The graves
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of the poor Musulman: are merely
covered with a hillock of earth. After
the funeral, the relatives of the de-
ceased lay fragrant shrubs and gar-
lands of flowers upon the grave: they
visit them every year, and say long
pravers before them.

The priests reside at the mosque,
for the convenience of summoning the
faithful to prayers at day-break, from
the tops of the minarets : when they
make a tremendous noise with wooden
cymbal:s and metal basins, which they
strike one against another.

One of the most remarkable festivals
of the Mahowetans in the East Indies is
that of Hassan and Hosein, held in me-

mory of the two sons of Ali the son-in-
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law of the prophet, whom they revere
as martyrs. This festival lasts nine
days, during which, the people indulge
in all kinds of extravagances. The
voung Mahometans make themaelves
a grotesque dress, bedizened with rib-
bons or pieces of gilt paper, like that
of the Londen chimney-sweepers on
May-day; and they are every where
seen dancing with a stick in one hand,
and a drawn sword in the other.

On the last day, there is a solemn
processiun, in which the standard of
Mahomet is borne by an elephant;
while Indians, muunted on the back of
the animal, beat great kettle-drums.

The Musulmans, by way of evincing
YOL. T 3
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their devetion, intoxicate thenwelves
with optum, which produces a tempo-
rury inadness that frequeatly hurries
them inte criminal excesses.

On this eccasion, at Arcot, the hazaar
which faces the great mosque is itlu-
minated ; and herc and there are erect-
ed small theatres where puppet-shows
and the maugic lantern aré- exhibited.
At certain distances are kindled bon-
fires, round which the crowd dance,
shouting with all their wmight the names
of Hassan and Hosein, and Mustaplra
Reiman. The Mahometan seapoys,
or soldiers, do no duty while this fes-
tival lasts, a circamstanee not without

danger when the troops happen to be



IN MINIATURE. e

at that time in the field, Decause the
Maitometans cannot then be made to
submit to apy discipline.

The Musulmans on the coast of
Corommaudel follow the professions of
tailors, Deaters of cotton, dealers in
perfiumes, pearls, jewels, &e.

Among the foreiyn pations settled
in Judis, we must not umit 0 notice
the Parsces, Gaurs, or (Guebres, de-
scendants from the ancient Persians,
and a small remnant of a once mighty
nation. it is related that they left
Persia, to the number of eighteen or
twenty thousand, when Abubeker, in
the scventh century of the christian
era, laid waste their beautiful country
with fire aud swerd, and forced the

K2
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inhabitants to abjure the religion of
their forefathers, and to embrace Ma-
hometanism:.  They first fled to the is-
Iand of Ormus, aud thence passed over
into Guzerat, where the Hinduo so.
vereigns atforded them succour and pro-
tection, and permitted them to seltie
in the country and to retain the free
exercize of their relivion. Thev mere-
ly subjected them to certain conditions,
one of which, for instance, was, that
they should not kill, ur eat the flesh of
either cow or ex. The descendants of
these refagees are still faithful to the
contract made by their ancestors ; and
in Yke manner, to graiify the Maho-
metan princes, who succeeded the Hin.

oo sovereigne, they abstain from cat-
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peating, without cessation, the name of
the god of his seet. When the fatal
hour arrives, she adorns herself with
her jewels, and puts an her inost costly
attire, as if she were guing (o a rejuicing.
She is accompanied by her relatives and
friends, and by. the =ounz of drums
and trumpets. Tihe Bramins, mean-
while, exalt the imaginatiou of the
victim, by giving her a liquid in which
opium is mixed, to drink: und as they
draw pear the fatal spot, they strive
to strengthen her resolution by songs
in which they extol her heroistn,

The widow must not exhibit any
signs of grief or despondency as she
approaches the pile: her look must he
calm and serene, and such as becomes

K 3
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cne who 1s certain rhat she is about to
rejoin her Lusband in a bappier life.
It is affirined that previously to the
ceremony, the Bromius themselves, as
well a3 her relatives and friends, en-
deavour to dissuade ber from the sacri-
fice, Lut that her resolution once taken
is sacred and inviolable.

The day of thie self-immolation, s a
glorious one for the family of the widow,
a8 well as for her hasband’s, and for
the Bramins, who, moreover, derive
no trifling profit from the ceremany.
Any peraon is allowed to witaess the
spectacle, but at a certain distagee.
The victim affectionately exnbreces her
friends and relations, among whom she
distributes part of her jewels and or-
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nrments ; she comforts them, while
they bless and entreat her to pray to
God to grant them in like circum-
stinces the fortitude which she wani-
fests.

These victims, in gencral meet death
with heroic firmnesz and comstapey ;
convinced, that in thus burning them-
eelves from pure cenjugal attachment,
they shall feel but little pain from the
dames, and that by this sacrifice, they
shail deliver their hushands from the
toriwents of the next life, whatcrer
may be the crimes committed by them
in this.

Mr. Holwell gives an account of one,
whao, being told of the pain she must

suffer, with a view to disauade her from
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her intention, put her finger imto the
fire and held it there for a considerable
time: after which she put fire on the
palm of her hand, laid incense upon it
and fumigated the Bramins who were
present.

Mr. Forbes mentions the case of a
ferrale whose hushand had amply pro-
vjded for her by will, and, contrary to
the general custom of Hindoos, had
made her totally independent of his
family. All was of no avail; she per-
gisted in her determination to accom-
psoy him to a better world, and suf-
fered not the tears nor supplications of
an aged mother and three helpless in-
fants to change her purpose. The fu.
neral pyre was erccted on the banks of
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dropping out to defile the fire while he
reads the satcr-o ooks, The fire is fed
withany di. -0,

Ia their poov'e prayvers much use is
wad¥* of tl. .. .eecrated water ealiod
#or, or for - which is supposed to be
powerful ir rpelling demons, and to
wwpart peuidiae ofbicacy tu the sacred
Fites.

The Lel: fruudes who take care to
keep up a iy U fore their habitations,
and strictly oiserve the rites of their
religion, #r+ het! in preat veneration
by the Pac-evs.  The annexed en-
graving represeul- one of these women
receiving a 112t rom a lady of lier re-
ligion, accowanied “hy her son and

daughter. The vy fulls at the feet of

s
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daughter. The by fulls at the feet of
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the saint, while the motliir prezents
her with some fruit. Dy her cde, in
the fore-ground, is a firc, vn which
pieces of various kinds of fragrant
wood ure burning. :

‘The priests of the Parsces are called
Mbohed, and their patriarchs Destur.
The dress of the Moles risembles shat
of the other Parsees, cvcoptias that
their turban is white, -vhile the Jutter
confipe themselves to oo paril wla co-
lour. They shave neither whe chin nor
the head, as the Parses: do Fheir
turban differs in shape from that of the
Musulinans and Hiulons, i much as
it is poinied before.

_ The Parsees are well hiped wid in

general almost as faiv +. Furapeons.

e o
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They have fine large black eyes, and

aquiline noses. The women are also
very fair; they are narrowly watched,
and adultery in them is punished with ~
death. The Parsees are cautious to
keep the matter fromn the knowlege of
the government, whether Mahometan
or Enylish, which would not fail to
mitigate the sentence ; hut we are as-
sured that they have secret means of
earrying it intn execution.

Marriages are concluded between fa-
milies while the parties are stifl chil
dren; but they are not allowed to live
together till hoth have attained the
age of puberty. The Pursees marry
hut one wife, who must be of their own

nation; those, however, who reside at
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a distance from their principal establish-
ments, are at liberty to keep concubines
of foreign nations.  Not a beggar is to
be seen amoug them, because they re-
lieve and rssist one another with great
zeal and charity. They all follow

T
some profession er commercial pur-
suit ; are obliging, civil, active, indus-
trious, end inr geveral faithful and ho-
nest: they are abuve all remarkably
pradent, and anxious to live in har-
mouoy with all the world.

Their reiigion, resembling in this
point that of Brama, admits no prose-
iytes. Though strongly attached to
their ancient doctrines and customs,
they have nevertheless adopted several

of the superstitions of the Hindoos.
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Pursees are to be met with in all
parts of Hindoostan : bat their prinéi-
pal settlements, and if we may 30 ex-
press it, the nucleus of their little
pation is in Guzerat, Surat and Bom-
Lay, and in the covirons of those eities.
It i5 said that their number amounts to
ore hundred theusand seuls, and that,
owing 1o their manufactures and indus.
try, they are daily increasing. They pos-
sess handsome gardens, estates and vil-
layes, The wealthy ride in carriages
similar to ours, and they frequently give
magnificent enteriainments to  Euro-
eans at their elegant country-houses.

Some of the largest vessels that are
to be seen in the ports of Bombay and
Surat belong to the Parsees. They

VoL, I L
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are built by themselves, and they have
always new omes on the stocks, for
they want neither materials nor skilful
engineers. Their economicul dispesi-
tion does not prevent their being ha-
mane and charifable. Oue of them,
during a time of scarcity at Bombay,
fed daily upwards of two thousand
persons ; and the instances of this sort
are not rare. Jealous of the honour of
their nation, they carefully smother
any scandal that happens to arise among
them ; and in short they may be said
to form but one family.

They have a particular and supersti-
tious affection for dogs, and they may
frequently be seen walking on the gla-

cis at Bombay, distributing cakes and
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bread among all the aged, lame, infirm,
or fursaken dogs they meet with.

Their reverence for the elements
makes then careful in no maneer to de-
file them. No impurity is allowed to
be thrown either into the fire or into
the water,

None of them follow the trade of
swiths, though not prevented by any po-
sitive injunetion: they never extinguish
a light, por do they enlist as seapoys,
pretending that they dare not defile the
fire by the use of fire-arms, In the great
fire in Bombay in 1803, they stuod fora
long time idie, witnesaing the progress
of the flames ; but when they found them
continuing to spread, to the ruin of their
houses uud property, their interest got

L2
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the better of their seruples, and many
of them wronght with great alacrity,
both in procuring water and in helping
to extinguish the firc. All other na-
tives of the cast, when about to take an
oath, cast off their shoes or sandals;
the Parsees alone put them on; SO as in
some measnre to insulate themselves
from the elewents. Hence too they
never bury the bodies of their dead,
for fear of defiling the carth, but leave
them to moulder away anid to be con-
sumed by the birds of prey. Their
dukmehs, or places of sepulture, are
round towers, having platforms or ter-
races near the tup, sloping gently to
the centre, i which is a round hole

for receiving the boues and decayed
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matter. On these the dead bodies are
laid, exposed to the wind and rain, and
to the birds of the air,

As it is supposed that the malignant
spirits, ever watchful to injure man-
kind, are particularly eager to assail
the soul at the moment of its separation
from the body, the Parsees not only
recite prayers and read their books near
their dying friends, to keep the de-
mons away, but are careful to have a
dog close by, as they imagine that that
asinal, from its. quick sight, will per-
ceive, and by its barking, alarm and
chase away the iufernal assailant.

The dead bedy is dressed in clean but
old clothes, and conveyed 10 the place
of exposure on an iron bier; for wood

L3
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being the aliment of fire, it might, if
of that materia], be accidentally burned
and the element of fire be thus defiled.
They place meat and drink near the
body for three daye, as during that time
the soul is supposed to hover round in
hopes of being re-united to it. They
watch the corpse, to see on which eye
the vulture first saizes: if on the right
eye, it is a fortunate eign. The dogs
drive away the evil spirits, who, during
that time are continually on the watch
to carry off the soul to hell. If a dog
takes a piece of bread fromn the mouth
of the deceased, his happv state is con-
sidered as secure. He who touches the
dead i3 impure for nine days. On the

fourth day the soul ceases to linger
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aboul the body, and goes to happiness
or woe. Should any one revive after
having been carried to the dokmeh, he
is shonned by all, as having had com-
merce with jmpure spirits, till purified
by the priest. But there is reasom to
imagine, that the popular superstition
goes still farther, and that no returm is
now ever heard of.

When the fourth day has arrived, the
anyge! Seriosh appears and carries the
soul fo the bridge of Chinevad, which
exiends from carth to heaven; the evil
spirits attempt to bind and ruin it, the
good angels protectit.  The angel Rash-
nerast weighs its actions standing on the
bridge; if the scale of gaod prepon-

derates, the bridge, which in its natural
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state is as narrow as a hair, widens, and
the celestial dog that guards its farther
extremity suffers the soul to proceed
to heaven ; if the evil prevails, the soul
s precipitated over the narrow bridge,
into the gulfs of hell which open be-
low,

The punishments of hell are de-
scribed as very much resembling the
vulgar notions of the christians on that
subject. They are inflicted by scorch-
ing fire, by serpents, by devils gnaw-
ing and tormenting their victims, tearing
some limb from limb, hanging others
on hooks and hewing them to pieces
alive. Besides heaven and hell, they
have & middle state, where the souls

of those whese good and evil actions are
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equally balanced remain till the judg-
ment,

The Parsee bell is not eternal.  After
the present, or the third period of three
thousand years, in which the influence
of Ormazd and Ahriman, the goodl and
evil principle, are equally divided on
earth, is past, commences the fourth
period of three thousand years. This
will belung exelusively to the latter:
seourges of every kind, pestilenee, con-
tagion, hail, famine, war, will afflict
the eartlh, and wankiud will be reduced
to the last degree of sutfering and mi-
serv.

At the end of that period will be the
resurrection, when Orninazd will be final-

Iy triwmphiant.  Each element will then
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give up what it holds of man, and two
liquors, the Aowm, which is the juice of
a particular shrub, and the mTL]—k of the
bull, keziash, will restore the whole
buman race to life. The angel Sosiosh
will be their judge. The wicked will
be puuished for three days and three
nights, into which period will be com-
pressed an aggregate of suffering more
painful than nine thousand years of
torture. Their lamentations will rise
from hell to Ormazd, who will deliver
them. The hlazing star gursher will
fall on the earth ; the hills and mountains
will melt with fervent heat, and all man-
kind will pass through the Yiquid boiling
mass. The just will feel it 6nly milk-
warm ; the wicked will endure excruci-
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ating agony, but it will be the last of
their sufferings.

Abriman will cross the bridge of Chi.
nevad, and return to kell; he will be
buroed and purified in boiling metals.
Hell itself will undergo this purification;
all its impurities will disappear. The
mountains will be levelled, and earth will
become a paradizse. Nothing will waxold.
Mankind will enjoy eternal pleasure,
knowing and loving those friends and
relations whom they loved on earth. Ah-
riman himself will be restored, and evil
will disappear from the universe: though
the popular opinion is, that this evil
spirit and all his demons will be anai-

hilated.

The Jews have meore considersble
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settlements and more stable habita-
tions in India than i any country in En.
rope. Bombay has many thousands of
inhabitants of that nation, who neither
refuse to have communication with
Muswlmans nor to Lear arms.  Cash.
mere contains a numerous colony, sup-
posed by Bernier to he descended from
the refugees who fled to this country at
the time of the Babylonish captivity.
Part of the wribe of Manasseh is said to
have settled here after wandering about
for three years. Their number at that
time, is computed at 20,000, and as
they were Kindly received by the Hin.
doos they increased to 80,000 families,
and amassed such wealth that they pur-
chased for themselves the small king-
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dom of Cranganore, on the coust of
Malabar, and there formed a separate
republic, governed by two chiefs of their
most distinguished families. Though
they are now reduced to a comparatively
very low slate, yet they still possess
their annals from the time of Nebu-
chaduezzar in the Hebrew language, of
which the celebrated Van Rheeden has
published a Dutch translation,

These are what are called the white
Jews. A particular class of the Jews
of thig country, who keep themsclves
distinct from the others, are styled the
black Jews. The latter are descended
from the black gluves, whom the former
purchased and initiated into their reli-
gion.

VOL. II. M
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Paolino reckons that there are about
20,000 Jews on the Malabar coast
alone, so that their number througheut
al! Hindoostan must be considerable,

The Armenians, considered in their
mercantile character, form a valuable
class of the pepulation of this penins
sula; as do likewise the Arabs, whe,
owing to the proximity of their native
country, have long had cominercial in-
tercourse with Hindoostan. Paoline
computes the ummber of Arabs sectled
in Malabar alone at 100,000. |

There were Christians, and in no
small numbher, in Hindoostan many cen-
turies before the arrival of the Euro-
peans in that country. The 8t. The-

mé christians, as they are called, even
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date their origin from the time of St.
Thomus, the apostle; who, as they
assert, on quitting Palestine, traversed
Persia and arrived at Meliapore, com-
monly called t. Thomé, near Madras,
where he received martyrdom ai the
hands of a Bramin. His bones were
afterwards carried as relics to the inoun.
tain of St. Thomé, in the interior of
the country, whither msay devout
christians of all sects still go on pilgri-
mage.

Whether this story be fabulous or
net, Pennant informs us, that so early
as the year 883, Alfred the Great, in
consequence of & vow, sent a bishop
first to Rome, and thence to Ind?a with
alms for the christians of St, Thomas

u2
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or Mecliapore; which shows, at least,
that these inust have been settled in
Hindoostan, long anterior to the arrival
of de Gama.

Their customs differ considerably
fromn those of the Romish church, and
this is likewise the case with the chris-
tians of Crapganore, on the opposite
coast of Malabar. Gama, on his first
arrival in the East Indies, found about
200,000 christians on that coast, who
acknowledged not the pope, but the
patriarch of Babylon alone s their
spiritual head. They still continue
to be very numerous; for Hyder Ali
found, on the reduction of Badnore in
Cenara, 30,000 Tnative christians who

enjoyed important privileges. The pre-
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sent pumber of the St. Thomé chris-
tains is computed at about 100,000 in
Malabar.

The sccond report of the Calcutta
Church Missionary Society, lately pub-
lished, makes us acquainted with a sect
of Hindoo deists, called Sauds, in the Up-
per Provinces. The founder of this sect
fourished about the year 1600. Their
only mode of public worship conasists
in chanting a hymn. They utterly
reject and abhor all kinds of idolatry,
anil the Ganges in held by them in no
greater veneration than by Christians
although the eonverts are made chiefiy,
if not entirely, from among the Hin-
doos, whom they resemble in outward

M3
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appearance. They are pure deists:
their name l:or god is Suigur, and Saud,
the appellation of the sect, means ser-
vant of God.

The Sauds resemble the Quakers in
their customs in a remarkable degree.
Their dress is always white, and or-
uaments and gay apparel of crery kind
are strictly prohibited. They never
make any obelsance or sulam. They
will not take an oath, from which they
are exempted in the courts of justice,
their asseveration, as that of the Qua-
kersz, being considered equivalent.

The Szunds profess to abstain from all
tuxuries, such as tobacco, paun, opium,

and wine. They never have nauches
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or daucing. All attack on man or beast
is forbidden; but in self.defence, re-
sistance is allowable.

Industry is enjoined. The Sauds,
like the Quakers, take great care of
their poor and infirm people. To re-
ceive assistance out of their tribe, wounld
be reckoned disgraceful and render the
offender liable t¢ excommunication.
All parade of worship is forbidden.
Sccret  prayer is commended ; aling
shouid Le unostentatious, and they are
not to be dome, that they should be
seen of men. The due regulation of
the tongue is a principal duty.

The Sauds are an orderly and well-
conducted people, and are chiefly en-

gaged in trade. The principal seats
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of the sect are Dehly, Agra, Jypoor,
and Furrukhabad; but several of its
members arc scattered over the coun-
try. An annual meeting takes place
at one or other of the above.mentioned
cities, at which the concerns of the sect

are settled.
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OF THE HINDOOQ CASTES,

Brama divided the Hindoos iato four
principal castes. The first is that of
the Hramins, the second that of the
Kiatirtes, comprehending the rajahs
and- the military ; the third, that of
the Fuisya, consisting of the husband-
men and tradesmen; and the fourth,
that of the Soeders, or artisans and la-
bourers of all kiads. This general
division, however, is far from conveying
auy idea of the multitude of custed,
classes, or tribes iuto which the Hin-
doos ere divided: they are sald to

amount to nearly one hundred, and the
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amount to nearly one hundred, and the
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distinctions which separate them are
50 nurmerous and so varied, that the
Bramins themselves are sometimes
putzled to assign the different steps of
this long ladder.

The Bremins sprung from the head,
or according to some, from the mouth
of Brama; the ARattrics from hip
arms ; the Faisya from his belly ; and
the Sooders from his feet. Admitting
this origin of the castes, who can doubt
that the Bramin, as the offepring of
the head, is of a nobler nature than the
Scoder, who is descended from the foot
only ?

The second caste, or that of the
Khateries, is also called Hajpost, or
caste of the rajahs. It is divided intu
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two classes, one descended from the
sun and the other from the meon.

On the Malahar coast there is a caste
called Naire, who nearly resemble the
Khattrics.  In ancieut times there were
neither Bramins nor Khattries in that
epuniry, and at the present day it
contains but a small number of the lat-
ter, who are strangers in it: but the
DBramins came thither from other parts
of Hindeostan. The Nairs, though in
fact uf the caste of the Sooders, yet being
from time immemorial in possession of
the government of the country, have by
degrees arrogated to thenselves the
ranh of Khattries ; and the DBramins,
having heen fuvourably received by themn,

seem to have winked at this usurpation.
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The castes of the Faisya and Soo.
ders are subdivided into a multitude of
cther castes which have no commaunica-
tion with one another. Each individual
is invariably confined to the profession
or trade appropriated to the caste to
which he belongs ; the son always fol.
lows the profession of the father; at
least there are but few exceptions to
thie rule, from which nothing but abso-
lute necessity can suthorize a devia-
tion.

The Parias, of whorn we shall treat
elsewhere, are not a distinet caate, as
hae long been supposed, but the scum
of all the castes.

These castes, even to the very lowest,
pave ridiculous distinctions amony



IN MINIATURE, 138

themselves. The coolee, or porter,
who carries a burden on his head,
would refuse to take it on his back :
in several countries, the dealer in corg
must pot zell oil; and he who sells
salt must not deal in vinegar, &c. Tlis
division into castes subjects the masters
of houses to great cxpeunse, as the
meanest dumestic absolutely refuses to
perform any office but that allotted o
him by his caste.

The lower tribes of Hindoos are not
=0 scrupulous as the higher about what
they cat or tonch, especially if they are
not observed by others, Those domes.
ticated with Europeans generally affect
w0 be very scrupulous: an English
table, therefore, covered with a variety

VOL. 11, N
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of food, is necessarily surrounded by a
aumber of servauts of different castes
to attend the guests, At Baroche,
Surat and Bombay, a Hindoo will not
remove 8 dish that has been defiled
with beef; a Mahometan cannot touch
a plate polluted by pork, nor will a
Parsee take one away on which is bare
or rabbit. Mr. Forbes during his resi-
dence in India, never kuew more than
one Parsee servant who would snuff
candle, for fear of extinguishing the
symbol of the deity he worships ; nor
would this man ever de it in the pre-
sence of another Parsee.

Such seruples are not confined to
any particular caste ; they more or lest

pervade every tribe in India, and are
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cherizhed by the sctive soldier as well
as the pious Bramin. <In the Ayeen
Akbery, we read of Narrain Doss, a
principal chief in the Rahtore tribe,
who Hved with such austerity that his
only food was grain which had passed
through oxen and Deen separated from
their dung—an aliment considered by
the Bramins as the purest of all food.

A religious and civil law, not less
ancient than invariable, has strictly
forbidlen any mixture of blood and
intermarriages between the different
vastes, with scarcely any exceptions.
Before the institutien of this law, mar.
riages of this kind were permitted, and
thus the Tindoos account for that mul-
titude of intermediate classes derived

5N 2
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from the four original castes; the
lowest being deseended from the higher
castes by the mother only, for the hus-
band raises or deg.rades his wife to his
own level.

Every sentence which excludes a Hin-
doo is irrevocalle: no expiations, mo
services, can reinstate Lim ia the rights
which he has lost: heuce degradation
is more dreaded than any other punish-
ment by the Iindeos: it is a kind of
outlawry which separates the culprit
from his friends and relatives by arc
everlasting barrier. For the rest, the
Hindeos are not liable to expulsion
from their caste for believing or disbe-
lieving certain articles of religion. A

person Joses his caste for neglecting
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external rights and practices, for living
or eating with one of an inferior caste ;
for marrying or having an intimate
connection with a persoa of such caste;
and lastly, for subsisting on prohibited
food. ’

The two following anccdotes prove
to what a length the Bramins carry
their superstition in regard to castes.

A Bramin of Calcutta, aflicted with
a peinful disease, was carried by his
desire to the banks of the Ganges, for
the purpose of secking in its waters the
most blessed of deaths in the opinion of
the Hindoos. A party of Englishmen
passedt in a boat near the spot where the
Bramio was lying without signs of life,
waiting for the flood to carry bim awsy

N 3
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into the sacred current. Onc of them,
filled with compassion for the state of a
man whom he supposed to have met
with some accident, rowed to the place,
hoisted the Bramin onboard, recalled him
to life by the unspariug administration of
cordials, and conveyed him t¢ Calcutta.
The other Bramins immediatcly declared
him infammeus end degraded from his
caste. In vain did the Englishman prove
te therm that he alone was to blame,
since he had taken him up in a atate of
insensibility, He had drupk with a
stranger—he had taken food at his
hands, a crime for which, acearding to
. the Hindoo laws, he was to be deprived
of all means of subsistence : he incurred

the penalty of civil deatls, but the English
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courts decreed, that the person who had
saved his life should supply him with
food. Abandoned by his family and
friends—an object of scorn and indig-
nity, the unfertunate Bramin led a miser-
able life for three years; a fresh disease
then renewed his desire of death, and
his benefactor, whose purse was eX-
hausted, was not very anxious to dis-
suade bim from his design.

Another Bramin, being oppressed with
thirst as he journeyed along, met a wo-
man of low condition carrying a vessel
full of water on her head. He asked
her for some to drink, but, that he might
not receive water from an impure hand,
be forued a little channel on the ground;

the woman poured in the water at one.’



1490 . HINDOOSTAN

end and the Bramin drank at the other,
One of his caste, who happened to be
passing at the time, witnessed the cir-
cumstance, and accused him before the
council of the Bramins : the affair was
investigated, and he narrowly escaped
the sentence of exclusion from the caste-
The laws of Menu, however, have
permitied the Bramin, who has no otlier
means of preserving himself from stary.
ing, to receive the food that is offered
him by any individual of a lower caste:
an indulgence founded on the example
of severdl richeys, or saints, who made
no scruple to accept such donations.
The Bramins, it is true, are not always
g0 rigid, When the fault which has

oecasioned the exclusion of a Bramiy
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from lis caste was involuntary, or a
sulicient excuse can be made for it,
they have devised a kind of regeneration
for the purpese of reinstating kim in his
rirhts, from which they must derive
consilerable profit. It consists in cava.
ing the culprit to pass through 2 statue
of gold, cast for the purpose, represent-
g the feminine nature in the form of a
woman or a cow,  We shall subjoin two
esamples i —

The rajah of Travancore having, in
time of war, caused somereligious houses
to be demolished, the Bramins, by way
of giving bim absolution for this sio,
required that, after offering varions
sacrifices, he should pass throwgh a

golden cow, entering at the mouth and
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coming out at the other extremity, The
prince was weak enough to submit to
this ridi:'u!uus ceremony, because the
Bramins informed him that this was the
only method of expiating Lis guilt and
becoming regenerated. When the cere-
mony was over, the cow was broken in
pieces and divided among the Bramins,

The second instauce of this kind is
extracted from the Asiatic Hesearches.
The unfortunatc rajah Raghu-Nath,
eonunonly called Ragoba, sent two Bra-
ming on an embassy to England: but they
went no farther than Suez. On their
return they were treated as degraded
from their caste, because they had
crossed the Indus, which peither the

Bramins nor any other religious persons
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are allowed to pass; and becausc more-
over, it was thought, that, in travelling
through countries inhahited by impure
tribes, they couid not possibly observe
all ihe roles preseribed in the sacred
books. The Bramius were assembled
from all parts of the proviuce, and held
many consultations on 4 point of such
importance. All the authority of the
tajah could not procure the absolation
of the Bramins. The holy assembly,
however, decreed, that in consideration
of their personal character aud the
ubject of their journey, which had been
undertaken solely for the good of their
vountry, they might be regenerated.}

Tie Bramins, as before, divided among
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themselves the golden cow that was cast
for this second ceremony.

There i3 another mode of reinstating
those who have lost their caste without
being aware of it,or for very slight faults.
It is less profitable to the Bramins, con-
sisting in nothing more than driaking
8 liquid called panciagarwia, and com-
pored of cow’s urine, cow-dung, diluted
with fresh milk, butter and mifk turned
a little sour. In this manner the Bra-
miung re-admitted into the boson of the
religion of Brama such Hindoos as has
been compelled hy Tippoo to embrace
Mabometanism. The pious Hindo:-
are accustomed to take some of thi:

drink once a year, to purify themselves
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from the stains they inay have contracted
by not strictly performing the duties of
the particular caste to which they be-
long.

The division of the different clusses
of society into distinet castes, which are
not permitted either to intermarry or to
hold any intercourse whatever with one
enother, seems in remote antiguity not
to have helonged exclusively to the
Hindoos ; for it existed among the
ancient Egyptians, and among the
Israclites. At the present day, if we
exeept certain customs still ohserved
by the descendants of the Jewish nation,
and smne professions which are heredi-

tary in China, the Hindoos are the only

VOL. 11, o
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people who have a complete system of
this kind. *

As this system, which 1s wholly arti-
ficial, could not be established till long
after the wants of society had given rite
to different professions, the legislator,
in order to introduce the wore easily »
division so huniliatisg and so oppres-
sive to certain classes, must have repre-
sented it as an ancient and divine insti
tution, and thue have given it the doubl.
sanction of religion and of time. Hen.
it waz supposed that Drama was ii-
suther ; but, accerdiug to the Shaster,
or sacred book, it was anterior to Bramic.
and existed in the first age, where--
Brama, according to the same bovi.
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was not created till the begioning of the
second age.'

Be that as it may, this inatitution
appears impaolitic and unwerthy of an-
enlightened legislator. It extinguishes
all emulation, by depriviog men of the
hopes of rising to a state superior to
that in which they were born, and is
revolting to the principle of patural
equality: it is as inconvenient as ridi-
culous in its consequences, and finally
it breaks all the honds of humanity.
Wretched, indeed, is his situation who
i3 overtaken by sickness, and has not
about hiin servants or other perzons of
his own caste.  He is ubandoned to his
fate by thuse of a superior caste, and
dare not accept the assistance of those

02
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belonging to wa inferior—nay, rather
thau do this he would prefer being left
to perish.

The difficulty, or more correctly
speaking, the impossibility of perform.
ing all the duties and ceremonies of
his easte, accustoms the religious Hia-
doo to fasting and a thomsand other
mortifications, Each caste is more-
over so jealous of its peculiar prero-
gatives, that if an inferiur caste were to
presume to imitate another, even in
matters of the most trifling import, the
latter wonld meve heaven and earth in
defence of its rights, and an open rup-
tare would infallibly ensue between the
two rival castes.

It mav appear extraordinary that ne
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person belonging to the degraded castes
has ever opposed a doctrine which
dooms themn to perpetual misery and
abjection : nothing can afford a stronger
proof of the power of religion over the
human wind. The Hindoo, accustom-
ed from infancy to the assertion that
God has placed him in the céudition in
which he was borp, and in which he
is to die, to punish him for the sips
committed by him in a preceding life,
resigns himself to what he is taught
to consider as the will of the Almighty
and a chastiseinent which he has de-
served ; nor does he ever conceive the
idea of suspecting his priests of impos-
ture. .

It must not be imagined, however,

o3
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that the institution of castes is observed
in its utmost rigeur on the coast, where
commerce, mutual interest, and the
collision of opinions, continually tend to
bring them together, to blend them,
and to efface the line of demarcation by
which they are separated. The wman.
ners and custums of the Hindoos in
general have uadergone maore or less
alteration, in the countries which have
been or arc at present subject to Ma-
hometans or te Europeans. A Bramin
residing at Madras, or at Calcutta, and
baving continual intereourse with Eu.
ropeans, is not, in his own estimation,
8o sacred a personage, nor so scrupu-
lously attached to the privileges of his

custe, as the Bramin, who lives in the
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interior of the country, where the in.
habitants have but Litle communica-
tion with strangers. It is there only
that the political aud religious system
of the Hindoos is preserved in all its
purity ; it is there that India is still
what it probably was in the most re-
molc ages.

It is said that once a year all dis-
tinction of castes ceases in the temple
of Jaggernaut, and that on this day,
destined to commemorate the primi-
tive equality of mankind, the Bramin
and the Paria eat together. As Vishou
is adored in this temple in his incarna-
tion as Buddha, and as the latter taught
new doctrines, it is possible that among

other reforms, he endeavoured to abo-
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lish the odiouns institution of castes,
and that to accomplish his purpose
he enjoined the celebration of this festi-
val.  Unfortunately Buddha did not
sncceed in his plans; and his philan-
thropic doctrines, which the Bramins
strove to stifle in their birth, obtained, at
least in the peninsula on this side of the
QGange:, but a small number of fol-
lowera.

Bethis as it may, they .boil, we are told
on one fire, sevenlarge vessela, or earth-
en pots full of rice, placed one upon ano-
ther. When the rice in the uppermost
vessel i3 done, they are all removed
from the fire and broken; and every
Hindoo, of whatever caste, takes his

portion of the rice. The pilgrims carry
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it away with them, a3 something sacred,
and sell or give it to the devout iu all
parts of India,

Others, without mentioning the cere-
mony just described, merely assert,
that on a certain day in the year, all
the castes judiscriminately are permit-
ted to enter-the town of Jaggernaut,
to walk about wherever they please,
and to buy such things as they want
in the public markets, which are abun-
dantly supplied forthe occasion. They
deny, however, that persons of different
castes eat together and treat one ano-
ther like Lrothers.

This selemn festival which collects

every year several hundred thousand
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pilgrims, seems, in short, to have been
instituted by the Bramins, merely to
fleece even the very poorest of the
Hindoos, who throng thither with the
little money they possess: each presents
bis offering to the deity; and it is a
glorious harvest for the Bramins,
These tricks are also played at other
places by the Bramins, and even by
Rajahs. At Cranganore, on the Mala-
bar eoast, for example, oh the last day
of a festival, which is held annnaily,
the Rajah standa near the entrance of
the pagoda, and persons of every caste,
passing before him, are allowed, ac a
special favour, to touch with their hands

the threshold of the temple, where they
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leave their offering and retire. The
Rajah then performs his ablutions, and
securcs the apoil.

At Palani, there is on a high woun-
tain a pagoda or temple dedicated to
Supramanya, with a Rumerous convent
of Bramins. The devout Bock thither
with presente ; the burdsman carrying
milk, the husbandman the produce of
his fields, and persons of all trades and
professions making apprepriate offer-
ings. The god acceptz them all, and
ad it is said, with his own hands. Per-
sony of the inferior castes, who are not
allowed tn enter the temple, lay down
their presents at a certain distance; but
the arms of the god are long enough to

reach them. As, however, umong vhe
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presents carried to the temple, there
must be some that are of no use to the
Bramins, there is no donbt that they
send them secretly to be sold in the
marketa,

Supramanya is renowned for working
miracles. There the trees never lose
their Jeaves; the milk presented to the
god never turns sour ; and disgusting,
troublesome and venomous insects dare
not enter the sacred inclosure. It is
no effort at all, say his devout worship-
pers, for a man to rip up hia body or
to cut his throat in homour of the
deity; because the corpse instantane-
ously comes to life again, without re-
taining the slightest scar or maerk of
the wound.
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The Bramins do not fail to publish,
from time to time, various proptfcies,
miracles wrought by their god, and
threatening denunciations of their ora-
cles, in order to induce the people to
appease the divine wrath by sacrifices
and offerings. It would be impossible
to relate, within the compass to which
we are confined, all the insipid fables
which they promulgate, not only to the
common people, but to the great and
to the rajahs themselves, and almost

always with success.

VOL. 11,
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-
OF THE BRAMINS.

The Bramins are the priesis, the
teachers of religion, the depositories
of the sacred books. This caste is
divided like the others, into several
sects and classes, which must neither
eat together, nor intermarty ; and there
is as little communication between the
Bramins of different provin.ces, perhap-
because those of each province consider
themselves as superior to all the others

They wear a scarf called, in Sanscrit,
Jagnia pavitre, composed of twenty
seven cotton laces: it descends from

the left shoulder over the bremst and
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back, and ties above the right hip; a
small silver capsule hﬂl;gs to the end
of it. This scarf they never p\it off;
even when they are at the point of
death. If they lose it, or it happens
to break, they must not eat or drink
till they are in possession of ancther
exnetly like the former, which must
be made with their own hands, and
not by their wives or daughters, who
have no right to this distinction.

This mark alone, however, is not
sufficient to distinguish & Bramin at
first sight, because persons of certain
castes, such as smiths, goldsmiths and
others, assume when they marry ex-
actly the same kind of scarf, and wear
it ever afterwards.

rl
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Though the principal duty of the
Bramins is to instruct the people in
all that relates to religion and morals,
they are not excluded from the govern-
ment of the state; they may become
ministers, counsellors, chancellors, and
ambassadors, and indeed it is generally
from among ther that persons are se-
lected to 611 those high offices: nay,
evep some of them, like certain bi-
shops, cardinals and popes of old, fol-
low the military profession, in despite
of the precepts of their religion, which
forbids them to hear arms. Others
sgain, when obliged by necessity, en-
gage in commercial and agricultural
pursuits ; but they muat observe cer-
tain precautions o avoid polluting
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themselves by the association with
persons of inferior castes. Some learn
the English language, and enter into
the service of wealthy Europeans, as
dobashis or honse-stewards.

The Bramins and persons of the
higher castes accowpany their ablu-
tions with npumberless ceremonies.
They must first take up water in the
hand, in a certain manner, make it
run between the thumb and fore-finger,
or in some other way, according to
the divinity in whose honour this liba-
tion i3 performed, throw it at three
times with the fingers towards the
East, then turn to another quarter of
the heavens, washing the mouth he-
fore the body, by throwing water,

r3
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without raising the hand to it, and
observe a thousand such rules to which
they attach great importance. At the
same time, they repeat the different
names of Vishnu and Sheeva, and as
they pronounce one or other of these
names, they clap their fingers to their
cheeks, behind their ears, on their
shoulders, on the breast, or some
other part of the body.

Nothing can be so tedious and tire-
some as the adorations and prayers
addressed by the Braminz to their
numerous idols. The rajalis themselves,
though they bave to attend to many
other impertant affairs, cannot spend
less than seven or eight hours a day iz

these religious ceremonies, which are
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attended with s0 many reverences, pros-
trations, and other fatiguing practices,
that they are quite sufficient of them-
selves to tire the strongest man.

A religion which obliges its foilowers
to spend the greatest part of their time
in such frivolous ceremonies, must, of
pecessity, be most harassing and incon-
venient. Nothing but pride can impart
the perseverance requisite to go through
them, by persuading those who submit
to them that they are superior to the
rest of mankind.

When a Bramin has received any
thing directly from the hand of an
European, or of & person belonging to
a caste regarded as impure; if he has

inailvertently touched such a person, or
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if he has approached too near the habi-

tation of a Paria, he is obliged to wash
bimself before he eats or drinks. A
Bramin must wash at least thrice a day.

The Bramins of the south of Hin-
doostan are much more infatuated with
their importance and dignity than those
of the north : thev start back at the
sight of a Sooder or & European, with
as much horror a3 they would from
the approach or touch of a person in-
fected with the plague. ‘Those of the
north do not manifest near so strong
an aversion for the inferior castes ; per-
haps this may be owing to a relaxation
in the religious principles and in the
national manners in the northern parts

of Hindoostan, which were carlier and
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more frequently conquered; or, per-
haps also, hypoerisy, pride, ignorance,
and fanaticism, arc more deeply rooted
in the Bramins of the south than in
those of the north.

The dress of the Bramins is & mere
cloth, which they wash every day: they
ought always to go with the head and
bosom bare, yet some of them wear &
long red cap. They shave the chin and
head, merely leaving on the top of
the latter a small tuft which they twist
into the form of a knot,

Those Braming who follow any other
than the sacerdotal profession wear a
turban and a long dress ; but they may
always le known by the marks which

they retain on the forehead : and such of
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them as are in the service of Europeans
must, before they return to their own
homes, strip off their garments, bathe
and resume the dress of the Bramins,

The women have the same distinctive
marks ag their husbands. Their dress
consists in & piece of cloth which wraps
them up completely, and in a kiod of
close jacket: they are usually covered
with jewels from head to foot; and
they are very fond of small silver bells
which make a strange tinkling when
they walk,

The wives of the Bramins must say
their prayers and bathe every morning.
It is their duty to attend to the children:
to cook the victuals, but they are never
allowed to cat in the presence of their
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husbands, or till they have finished ;
and to fetch water, which must not be
touched excepting by them. If a per.
son of any other caste touches the vessel,
the water must be thrown a;way and the
vessel broken, if of earthenware, or puri-
fied by fire if of metal. .

The Bramins have reserved the ex-
clusive right .of reading the vedar and
other sacred poems. The Khattries
may hear them read, but even this pria
vilege is denied to the other castes, for
whom particular books have been coma
posed,

In the code of Menu it is directed,
that if one of the Soader caste reads
the vedas to either of the other three.
tribes, or listens to them, heated oil,
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wex, and melted tin, shall be poured
into his ears and the orifice stopped up ; )
and that if a Sooder gets by heart the
vedas he shall be put to death.

In the moming, the Bramin reads
aloud in public the sacred text in
the San‘t language ; but as there
are very few who understand it, his
anditory is very small. In the after-
noon or evening, when he again reads
in the customary language of the coun-
try, he has in general & numerous con.
gregation.  These meetings are held
before houses, or in their fore-court::
the rich have distinct places, and the
wowen of the house can neither see
not be seen but through a lastice-work
of bamboo.
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That the Bramins with all their pro-
fessions of mildness, benevolence, and
sanctity, ean deliberately perpetrate
the most sanguinary atrocities, there
is abundant evidence. The following
circumstance, reiated on the authority
of tbe late Sir Cherles Malet, happen-
ed during his embassy to the Mahratta
court in 1791.

Thirty-four men, of the caste of
Telinga Bramins, having Leen confined
in a chokey or close room, by the offi-
cers of the cwiwall, the head magis-
trate of the police at Poonah, twenty-
one were taken out dead the next
morving, and the remaining thirteen
were with difficulty restored to life.

The popular clamour became violent
YOL, 11, . Q
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against the cutwall, who was a Gour
Bramin, a native of Aurungabad, and
whose office, in a city where the most
rigorous police is established, neces-
sarily rendered him an obnoxious
charactér. The Peishwa, improperly
yielding to the furious mob, delivered
up the cutwall, who was tied backeari
on an elephant, and in thai mannrcr
conveyed to a prison without the town.
amid the scoffs and insuits of the po-
pulaee, while guards were sent to seiz
his family, dependents and properiy.
The day following, the unhappy man
wus tied backward on a camel, and in
that disgraceful manner re-conducted
into the city, where he was made
alight, and his head having been pub-
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licly shaved, he was again paraded as
hefore, through the principal streets
of Pooneh ; escorted by a strong guard,
Le was led to a spot ebout a mile from
the city, and then ordered to dismount,
One of his hands was then strongly
fastened to a turban between twenty
and “thirty feet long, and the other
end committed to some Hallalceres, the
lowest ontcasts of the Hindoo tribes,
who contaminate all other castes by
their touch. 1t was then made known
to the Telinga Bramins, that the cut-
wall was delivered up entirely to their
disposal, either as a sacrifice to their
vengeance, or an object for their merey.
Twelve Bramins of that tribe imme-
dintely attacked the fallen magistrate
Q2
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with large stones. The Hallalcores, by
straitening the turban, kept him ruc-
ing in a circle, pursued by his relent-
less murderers, whe, by repeated blows,
brought him to éhe ground, and finally
dispatched L by a succession of large
stones, throwa violently on his head
and breast. Thus fell a Bramin, a
foreigner, who for many years had
been invested with the whole jurispru-
dence of the capital of the Mahratta
etpire ; who had spent the emoluments
of his office in building an elegant 1ank,
or reservoir, for the urnamentand coo-
venience of the city, and for supplying
it with water from a great distancs,
with a spirit of generosity and expence

so far above the ability of the rich na-
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tive Bramins, as to subject him to their
envy and an ignominjous death.

The following facts were communica-
ted by Lord Teignmouth to the Asiatic
Society of Calcutta,

In 179) Soodishter Mier, a Bramin,
the farmer of land paving revenue, was
summened to appear hefore a native
officer, the deputy-collector of the dis-
trict in which he resided. He positive-
ly refused to obey the eummons, which
was repested without effect ; and after
some time several people were deputed
to enforce the process, by compelling
his attendance. On their approaching
the house, he cut off the head of his
deceased son’s widow and threw it out.

el
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His first intention was to destroy his
own wife; but it wos proved in evi-
dence, that, upon his indication of it,
his son’s widow requested him to de-
capitate her, which Le instantly did.
Another Bramin, Baloo Paundeh, was
convicted in 1793, of the murder of his
infant daughter. It appeared, from his
own confession, that he had quarrclled
with a man respecting a jodat claim to
a piece of ground, which was referred
to arbitration and decided in Baloo’s
favour. He consequently repaired to
the land and began to plough it, when
he was interrupted by his opponent.
¢ I became angry and enraged,” sai!
he at his forbidding me ; and bringing
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my own little daughter, Ampunya, who
was only ayear and 2 half old, to the
said field, 1 killed her with my sword.”

A third instance is an act of matricide,
perpetrated by Beechuk and Adher,
two brothers, also Bramins, and zemin~
dars, or proprietors of landed estates,
the extent of which did not exceed
eight acres. There had been a dispute
amoug the zemindars respecting the
revenues of the village, particularly
with a person named Gowry; and the
immediate cause which instigated the
Bramins to murder their mother, was an
act of violence, said to have been com-
mitted by the emissaries of Gowry, in
entering their house during their absence

at night, and carrying off forty rupeess
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the property of the two brothers, from
the apartments of their women. Beechuk
first returned to his house, where his
mother, his wife, and his sister-in-law
related what had happened. He im-
mediately conducted his mother to a
neighbeuring rivulet, where, being juined
in the grey of the morning, by his bro-
ther, Adher, they called out aleud to
the people of the village, that, although
they would overfook the assault asan act
which could not be remedied, the forty
rupees must be returned, To this ex-
elamation no answer was received, nor
is it even certain that it was heard by
any person. Beechuk, without further
hesitation, drew his scimitar, and at

one stroke severed his mother’s head
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from her body; with the professed view,
as entertained and avowed, both by pa-
rent arid son, that the mother's spirit,
excited by the heating of a large drum
during forty days, might for ever haunt,
torment, and pursue to death Gowry
aud the others concerned with him.
The last words which she pronounced
were, that *“ she would blust Gowry and
those connected with him.”

It must not be imagined, that because
the Hindoas do not admit of converts
from other religions, they have no
schises and dissensions among them-
selves ; or that the Bramins are so mild
with those who differ from them in
religious seitiment, as they have been

represented. Dr, Buchanan, when speak-
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ing of the sect called Jaina, in Mysore,
says, that in a quarrel among the Bra-
mins, the party which obtained the
victory, caused the priests of the Jaina,
with as many of their followers as were
obstinate, to be ground to death in oil-
mills ; while the remainder, who were
converted by this powerful mode of
argument, received pardon from the
offended Bramins. The same travelicr
farther observes, that the houses it
Tonoru, where this cruelty took place.
are roofed with tiles and covered wiih
thorns, to prevent the monkeys frum
unroofing them; because those mis
chievous animals are very numerous,
and to destroy them is reckoned a

grievous sin. Those very persons wha
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applauded the Bramins for having
ground the Jaivas in an oil-mill, shud-
der with horror at the thought of killing

a monkey !
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OF VARIOUS CLASSES OF BRAMINS;
viZ.
BRAMINS WHO TEACH THE DAYS,

PANDIDAPAPAN BRAMINS -
TATOIDIPAPAN BRAMINS,

AND
PAPANVAICHENAVEN BRAMINS.

The monst learned of the Bramins
annually compose calendars or alma-
nacs, and send them to the principa!
provinces to such of their caste as are
unable 10 compose them for themselves,
who copy them for their use. [Inthese
wlmanacs are speclfied the eclipses,
the phases of the moon, the festivals,

the most important events that are tv
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happen in the course of the year, the
lucky and unlucky days, and all the
other absurdities ever invented for
working upoen the hopes aod fears of
credulous devotees. A great number of
Bramins subsist om the produce of
these almanacs, which they daily go
and read to the opulent for money.
The frontispicce to this volune repre-
sents one of these men, knov;'n by the
appellation of Bramins who teach the
days, or astronomers,

The Hindoos have cultivated astro-
nomy from time immemorial, and had
made, at a remote period, great pro-
gress in that science, At present, those
who follow the profession of astrono-
mers are in general eXtremely igno-

YoL, 11, R
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rart. They employ the ancient tables
for their asironumical calculations apd
predictions ; but they know nothing of
the principles upon which they are con-
siructed. They seemn, according to the
expression of a celebrated French as-
tronomer, to be mere ipachines made
to calculate eclipses, which it is true,
they foretel with tolerable accuracy,
by meaus of methods which are per
bhaps five or six thousand years old,
but of the rationale of which they are
utterly ignomnt. Their rules are in
werse, and they recite them during their
operstions, caleculating with cowries o
blackimoors” teeth, a kind of shell which
passes for money in India. This mode

iz prompt and expeditious’; but in ease
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of mistake they are obliged to hegin
afresh, because they cannot revise whag
they have worked.

The year of the Hindoos counsiats of
three hundred and sixty-five days, &f
teen of their hours, thirty.one minutes
aud fifteen seconds. The day, which
is reckoged fromn sun-rise to sun-rise,
containg sixty hours, each hour sixty
ininutes, and esch minute sixty seconds:
it is divided into eight parts of seven
hours and a half cach. )

The Bramins are acquainted with the

sun~iia) : they make use of it for draw-

ing meridians, for 1ixing the site of their
pagodas, and for ascertaining the lati-
tudes of diferent towns, by 2 compa-
rison of the length of the shadew with
12
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the height of the instrument on the day
of the equinex,. ’
They place the earth in the centre of
the universe, and reckon nine planets
namely, the seven known from the re.
motest antiquity, and two invisible dra-
gons which are the cause of eclipses.
They believe alse that the moon is
farther distant from us thea the sun;
probably because her light is feebler
and because phe gives out no heat
while that of the sun is 3o intense,
The Bramins certainly have accurate
notions respecting the phases of the
moon: but the vu]gar, who are im-
mersed in the profoundest ignorance,
imagine that the moon is flled with
wmbrosia, that the gods repair thither
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to regale themselves with it, and that
this is the cause of the diminution of
her light. M. Bailly is of apinion, thas
a nation passessing such accurate mes
thods for csleulation, and ascribing
phenomens te such ahsurd cauges,
st have received those methods from
some ofther quarter, and has no claim
te the invention of any thing buf the
shsurdities. He thercfore looks upon
what 1z left to the Bramins of the an-
vient astronomy, rather as the wrecks
than as the elements of a science.

The Pundidupapan is & Bramin in the
service of a native prince, and who is
usually sent by the latter in the quality
of ambassador, to negotiate any im-
porians business, Several of them age

r 3
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likewise employed by the English as
interpreters, and some have no scruple
to undertake & less honourable voda-
tion, that of spies, One of thesc
Bramins is represented in the annexed
engraving.

By the profession which they follow,
they are released from the functions o
the priesthood ; but their way of lifei.
like that of the Bramin astronomers
At Madras, Bramins are employed by
almost all the merchants as ecashiers,
and there is no instance of any of thew
having ever made free with the money
entrusted to his care. A Pandidapapar..
guilty of such a misdemicanor, wouli
luse bis ecaste; while, on the oiler

hand, all the persons belonging to that
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caste would contribute to make good
any deficiency in the funds committed
to him by hiz emplover. On this
account they arc preferred to all the
other Hindoos for the sitnation of trea-
surers, They also keep the accounts
of the Ligher castes of Malabars, who
employ them as their men of business.

The Tatoidipapan Bramin is a fol-
Jower of Sheeva. He perfuorms ail the
religious services ‘in the pagodas of
that detty: he is oblired to subsist
upon alms, to keep continnally recit-
ing some passage of the vedus, and to
bathe at stated times, The Dramius
who devote themaselves to the Asen‘ice
of Sheéua, are marked on the forehead

with a patch made of cow-dung, burnt
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at the pagoda, and having a kind of
red seal in the middle. They likewise
make several stripes with ashes on the
aras, breast, and loins. Magy of them
offer sacrifices in their own houses;
some tell fortuncs; otheme live lihe
monks in monasteries, buljt by princes
and richly eodowed. Thae wealthy are
expected t0 support & cemtain nuinher
of other Bramins, according to their
fartune.

The Papsmeaichenaven is a Bramin
of the sect of Vishnu, who perforns
the service in the temples of that god.
The Bramins belonging to this seer
malie on the forshead two white stripss,
which unite at the top of the nose, und
a yellow one in the middle: they have
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cows, some paeces of land, butter,
cloth, sugar, salt, metal vessels, some
pieces of gold, and necessaries for their
subsistence.

The person of » Bramin is so sacred
that nooe of them is lisble te capital
punishment, for any crime whatever.
If one of them has deserved death, his
eyes are put ouni, but his life iz not
taken away. To kili a Bramin is one
of the five heinous sins for which there
is scarcely apy forgiveness; and the
vedas enjoin any person by whom this
crime has been committed, to go op
pilgrimage for twelve years, soliciting
aling, and carrying in his hand the skull
of the Bramin, out of which he is

obliged to eat and drivk whatever is
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given to him. At the expiration of
that time, he must distribute a certain
sum in alms, and build a temple to
the god of the sect to which the Bra-
min belonged.

The Bramins have a right to kill
thelr wives if they surprize themn fo
the act of adultery; but fie punish-
ment which they cowmmounty inflict for
this offence is clese confinement ; and
if they have an affection for them,
they forgive them, and forget their
fault. On occasion of this reconcilia-
“tion, they give a grand entertainment,
to which a large company of Bramins
and their wives are invited, and the

wdultress waits npon them 4t table.
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admitted into the more perfect order

of Sanigssees. 'The Funaprastas, if
they are married, are at liberty to take
their wives with them in their retire.
ment, but they must abstain from all
intercourse with them and observe the
strictest continence. They live in forests,
subsisting entirely os herbs and fruit,
leeping on the bare ground, and having
no other shelter, even in the rainy sea.
son, than an open shed.

The Saniassees carry perfection, or
rather fanaticism, to & still greatm
length. Among other extravaganc:s
they never cut their nails, which cou-
sequently are sometimes of prodigiou-
length. They must never saffer theic
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thoughts te wander to worldly objects,
but they must be continually absorbed
in the contemplation of the divinity,

Every moraing the Saniassee must
carefully wash a stick called in Sanserit
danda. This stick Las seven knots,
representing the seven great rickeye;
it is given to him by his Gury, with
great solemnity on the day of his initia-
tion, together with a piece of sacred
cloth, and & copper vessel, termed in
Sanserit caramandala.

When the Saniassees have wholly
disengaged themselves from the things
of this world, they are called Brama-
Aansas.  They thenceforth remain mo-
tionlesa as a log of wood or a stona ;

52
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never eat unless food is put into their
mouths by others; neither do they
wash any part of their bodies: and
when they die, they are conveyed
straightway to heaven without under-
going any farther transmigration. If,
however, at ihis last momeat, they
still feel the lenst hankering after the
things of this world, they will be born
again, but not to hold a lower rank
than that of kings or emperors. JIn the
other case, after they have long enjoved,
in Indra’s heaven, the reward of their
haly life, they become liable to be born
again upon earth. Tt iz not ¢ill they
have deserved ‘to be identified with the
Supreme Being that they are relieved
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from the necessity of returning any-
more to the world, and put in posses.
sion of immutable and eternal felicity.
Persons belonging to other castes,
such as the Fufsyee and Sooders may
be Fangprastss and Saninssees. Though
subject to the same rules and laws as
the Bramins initiated into those orders,
they do not live with thewm, but form
akind of separate sect, baving a superior
of their own caste. ‘
The institution of the orders of the
Vanaprastns and Saniassces is of the
highest antiquity; all that relates ta
their diseipline being fixed by the laws
of Menu. These laws specify the herbs,
roots, and fruit, on which they are
aliowed to subsist and those which

53
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they must not eat; the offerings and
saerifices which they ought to make to
fire, to the conetellstions, and to the
gods ; the garments they should wear,
which ehould be made of the skin of
the black entelope, or the bark of a
“tree, &c. Among numberless trivial
injunctions we meet with passages of
truly stoic sublimity. *° In order to
" be happy.” says Menu to the Sanins.
see, ** live continually alone; thus
thou wilt not abandon any one and none
will abandon thee. Wish not either to
live or to die; bat calmly await the
destiny decreed thee, as a slave waits
for his wages. Neveraccept alms after
having made & humble obeisance, for
the Sanisssee who receives it as the
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price of sn obeisance, though free be-
fore, becomes a slave.”’

In the Sanscrit writings, it is said,
that a Sanisszee or Yogee, who shall
devote himself to a solitary religious
1ife, shall wear no other clothing but
what may be necessary to cover his
nekedness, nor have auy other worldly
goods but a pitcher to drink out of;
that he shall always meditate on the
truths contained in the sacred writings,
but never argue upon them ; that his
food shall be confined to rice and vege-
tables ; that he shall eat Lut once a
day, and then sparingly ; that he shall
look forward with desire to the separa-
tion of the soul from the body, he

indifferent about heat or cold, or hun-
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ger, of praise, or reproach, or any
thing concerning thiz life; and that,
unless he strictly follow these rules
and subdue his passions, he will only
be more criminal by embracing a state
the duties of which he could not pesr-
form, and neglecting those he wae bora

to observe.
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OF THE YOGEES AND FAKEERS.

There are in Hindoostan a great
number of other penitents of different
sectz, called Fakeers, Yogees, Tadins,
Pandargng, &c. who make a vow to live
at the expen<e of the public, and travel
about heaging, The yogees and fakeers,
who are often mistaken the one for the
other, are hoth peuitents and mendi-
cants; hut the forwer are Hindoos and
the latter Musulinans: in other re-
spects thev resemble one another in
cunning, hypoerisy, and impudence.
They arc often to be seen in the bazars,

in the markets, and in all other publie
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places. Figure to yourself a fanatic
stark naked, with the exception of a
small piece of stuff, which is fasteaed
round his middle, bedaubed all over
with @ whitish powder, kis kair so
twisted that it might be taken for Mes-
dusa’s serpents, setting up from time
to time the strangest howls, runnmg
like B madman, with a face proof
against shame, red and wild-looking
eyes, sud you will have spme idea of
a fakeer. The wretches strive to sur-
pass oRe another in extravagance; they
try by al} possible means to atiract the
notice of the multitude, some wounding
themselves on the forehead, arms, or
thighs, to excite the compassion of the
charitable, of the other sex io particu-
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ldr, and to obtain alms from them.
Others will lie on their hacks, motion-.
Yess in the streets, and there cxposed on
the srorvhing sand to the intense heat
of the sun, sing hymuns and affect to be
totally inditferent to all that is passing
about them, as if they were ahsorbed
in profound meditation ; hut at the same
time leering, to observe if any thing is
thrown to them.

Thcse filthy and lazy vagabonds some.
fitnes assemble, according to Dew, in
trobps of eight or ten thousand, levying
contribuitions wherever they go. The
women have a particular veneration for
thém, and when they enter a house, the
husband, from a religious motive or out

of fear, respectfully withdraws, as cer-
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tain Iusbands in Spain are said to do,
on the arrival of the spiritual directors
of their wives. The native governments,
instead of punishing these scoundrels,
who venture to pronounce threats in the
name of heaven, tolerate aml eacourage
their hypoerisy ; and stupid devotees
famish themselves to feed them. Who-
ever embraces this lazy life is sure, if
not {0 amass wealth, at least to be ex-
empt from want.

It is related that Aurengzeb, who was
viceroy of Decan before he ascend-
ed the imperial throne, being informed
that the fakeers were accustomed to
conceal in the folds and seamns of their
rage a great quantity of gold and pre-
eious stones, invited them all to a grand
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entertamment. After dinner he order-
ed as many new dresses as there were
guests to be Dbrought, observing, it
was but right that such men as they,
wlho devoted themselves to the service
of the deity, should be deceatly at-
tired: he therefore requested them to
strip off’ their old garments, and put on
those which he had provided for them.
The fukeers, in some enbarrassment,
alleyred religious motives and number-
less other pretexts for retaining their
hely rags; but the prince was inflexible;
they were obliged to obey, and their hy-
poerisy was fully exposed.

The vogees and fakeers, as well as
all the other penitents, boast of pos.

sessing supernatural powers. some as.
YOL. 1. T
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sert that they have come down from
heaven; that they live thousands of
years without taking any sustenance,
&c. So much is true, that certain fa-
keers neither eat nor drink n the pre.
gence of any person. Some assert that
they can foretel future events; others
pretend to be able to discover hidden
treasures; and others again, that they
can turn whatever they please into gold:
and i you ask them how it happens,
that, possessing such an extraordinary
faculty, they still lead so miserable a
iife, they reply, that they have not been
endowed with it for their own beneiit,
but to be serviceahle to others ; and that
it would instantly ccase, if they were
to attempt to employ it for their per-
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sonal advantage. They and their silly
dupes are incessantly talking of their
conversations with the deity, of appa-
ritions, visions, and in short of every
thing that the most barefaced impes-
ture is capable of imagining, for the
purpese of imposing on mankind.

The nwwber of these fakeers is esti-
raated at eight hundred thousand.

There is a class of these penitents,
called nanek-pounthis, who wear but one
mustachio and one shoe; they lLold in
their hands two sticks, which they strike
one against another, repeating prayers,
or abusing those who pass by.

The two fakcers whose portraits we
give after drawings from life, were
living at Benares in 1792. Oge of them

T2
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named Praoun Poury, was born ct Ca-
nouge, and belonged to the caste of
the Khattries or Rajpoots. At the age
of nine years, he ran away from his
father’s house, and repaired to the town
of Bedpoor, where he turned fakeer.
Soon afterwards, he went to Allahalad,
where a festival, which attracts a great
concourse of pilgrims is annually held ;
and there, having heard the merit attach-
ed to the eighteen penances held forth
in the Shasters to Hindoo devotees for
the expiation of their sins highly ex-
tolled, he chose that which is termod
ordhtahu, and which consists in hold-
ing the hands and arms continoally
crossed over the head.  He himsels ad-

mitted that this penance waa at firsk
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extremely painful, and declared that it
is necessary for a person to prepare
Lumself for itby lony abstinence.
Praoun Poury afterwards travclled
all over India, visiting all the celebrated
pagodas, und attending all the religious
cerernonies, without ever intermitting
his voluntary penance. He traversed
Persia andart of Russia, and even went
to Moscoh:aa the account of his
peregrinations, ins\crtr:d in the fifth vo-
lume of the fsiatic Researches, con-
tains nothing very curious, we shall
merely observe that, after pursuing this
sirofling life nearly forty years, he set-
tled in a small village in the Carnatic,
He retained, however, such a fondness
for travelling, that Lie annually made
T3
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excursions into the neighbouring coun-
tries and sometimes extended them to
Nepaul.

In the annexed plate Praoun Poury
is represe;nted in his usual posture,
squatting cross-legged ona tiger's skin,
with his arms crossed over his head.

The other fakeer was named Perk-
hasanund. He was a Bramacheri Bra-
min, and styled hinself Purrum Soatun-
tre, which signifies enjoyment of one’s
self, independence. At the age of ten
years he embraced the contemplative
life, and accustomed himself to lie upon
thorns and flints. At twenty bLe left
his father’s house, to avoid the impor-
tunities of his parents, who wished him

to marry, and devoted himself to a
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wandering life. Like Praoun Poury,
he wandered from place to place ; and
at a village in Thibet, he deterrained
to shut himself up in a grupha, or
cell, and there do penance for twelre
vears. During this iucarceration, he
was almost devoured by vermin ; and
forty years afterwards declared that his
skin still bore the marks of their ravages,
At the end of a year his penance waa
interrupted by the rajub, who ordered
the doot of his cell to be broken open,
and who, ut Lis solicitation, allowed
him to undergo the ser-sefn, that is,
to lie on a bedstead, the bottom of
which is stuck full of iron spikes, in
the manner represented in the opposite

engraving.  He never lay afterwards
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on any other bed. To render Lis pe-
nance the more meritorious, he had
logs of wood burned round his bed
during the intemse heat of suminer:
and io winter he had a pot perforated
with small holes hung up aver him,
from which water kept continually
dropping on his head. The late DMr.
Duncan, who was governor of Bombay,
anfl has given the history of this fakeer
in the fifth volumwe of the Asiatic Re-
searches, saw him at Bena.;es after hé
had led this kind of life thirty-five
years: and he was then in good heaith

and spirits.
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TADINS,
\
Persons of the inferior castes are

allowed to enter into the orders of
peuitents, of whomm we have yet to
treat.  They doubtless owe their origin
to the pride of fanatics, ambitious te
share the honour and veneration paid to
the Brumins, and to which their birth
prevented their aspiring. _

The Tudins, who are devote‘é‘a of the
seet of Vishnu, helong to the caste of
the Sunders. After epending part of
their lives in penances from which the
imagination recoils, and differing in no

respect from those which the Manapras-
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to have their heads chopped off by it,
under the idea that this kind of death
is most agreeable to the deity. '
Thexe fanatics, whose gloomy jma-
gination has dizordered their brain, as-
pire by all these penances to an imagi-
yary poricetion.  Suvwme of them, really
despising the wealth, honours and plea-
sures of this world, have in view only
the glory and happiness which they
promise themselves in a future life :
hut the greater number have no other
uiest than to gratify their ardent thirsg
of rivhes and distinction. Under the
appearance of huwility they cloak the
highest degree of arrogance and pride,
When & superstitious rajeh has oecca-
son 10 consult them, he must repair

Yo, I u
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to their hut, because they would never
condeacend to wait upon him; weli
aware that this is the way to obtain
respect and veneration and to sveraw:
weak minds,

It wust ot be fwagived, howoerer,
that the cumbes of these fanatics i
considerable: they are only met with
ocensionelly.  Some iedeed, weary o
solitnde and cared for ever of their
folly, quit their retirement and returs
to human soeiety.

The opposite plate represents tww
Tadins avd o Panderon. One of the
former has put into his mouth a padlik
which passes through his tonyue a:dl
prevents him from moving his teeth,

s0 thet he eannct eat without extreme
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dificulty ; the Pandaron has confined
his neck in an iron grating , and the
other Tadin is playing with fice,

The Tadins, havinx adopted for thedr
peculiar festival that of fire, endeavour
to persuude the people thak that ele-
went cen do them no injury: by waoy
of proof they put a lighted lamp into
their mouths, but guickly take it out
again. It would be rcuperflunus to
gnter into any explanation of this trick,
which i not less cleverly performed by
the fire.eaters of Europe.

The festival of fire lasts eirhteen
days, and iz eclebrated in the follow.
ing muaner.  On the cightecuth day,
hot ashes and burning charcoal are
spread over the ground for the space

2
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of forty feet. The penitents, who for
the seventeen preceding days must lie
upon the bare ground and submit to
other abstinences, repair to the place,
with their heads crowned with flowers,
and their bodies daubed with cow-dung
and marked with yellow séripes. M.
Renouard de Sainte-Croix, who wit.
nessed the celebration of this festival
near Pondicherry, asserts, that the de-
votees, to the number of twenty or
twenty-five, seemed impatient to rush
upon the buming coals ; nay, he adds,
it was even necessary to repress their
ardour in a rather uncivil maaaer, for
it was with a rattan which was vigo-
rously applied to their shoulders. The

coals are stirred up from time to time,
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his wife Debrodai, are carried in pre-
cession three times round the fire. The
penitents then walk vver the coals more
or less rapidly according as they have
more or less courage and devotion,
sume carrying their children, others hea-~
vy weapons, lances and glistening sabres.
When the ceremony is over, the
people cagerly pick up sowe of the
ashes for the purpose of daubing cheir
forehcads with them, and scramble for
the flowers which have crownied these
voluntary martyrs. Those who are
fortunate enough to obtain them, pre-
serve them with the greatest care.
This ceremony is performed in ho-
nour of Debrodai, who is related to
u 3
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have married five brothers, .2ud to have
anoually left one’and gone to another;
but previously to this kind of divorce,
she took great care to parify hersel{
with fire. Such is the origin of this
extraordinary festival, for which there
is no fixed day: but it must not b
held av any other time than in the firs:

three months of the year.
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PANDARONS.

The Pandarons are penitents of the
sect of Sheeva, who are highly vene.
rated in different parts of Hindoostan
for the sanctity of their lives: there
are several classes of them according
to the penances to which they devote
themselves.

They daunb their faces, breasts and
arms with cow-dung, and-run about
the streets begging alms, singing the
praises of Sheeva, and carrving bunches
of peacocks’ feathers in their hands.
They wear, in general, necklaces and

bracclets of eutrachon seedls, because
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carry a gane, at the top of which je
a cow, which they adore as the goddess
of virtue, by the name of Awmarvadere,
The Ariganda Paudaron, like the
other penitents of the same sect, is
subject to all the duties imposed by
the particular worship sf Sheeva. But
it iz not encugh for him to sing the
praises of that god, to selicit charity,
and to wear a flamecoloured cloth,
ke inflicts on himself a more severe
penance, confinipg his peck io an iroa
grating, a foot and a half square,
which prevents him from sleeping.
This heavy aud unpleasant collar ke is
obliged to carry about with him a3 lvog
as he lives. He, however, considers it

as an orpament, sod a title to the vene-
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ration of the pious, and pride renders
it Lght to him.  On occasion of festi-
vals, this Pandaron is sure to exhibit
himself and to solicit alms at the doots
of the parmlas ; and, to excite the pity
ur attract the notice of passengers, he
lights up lamps at the four corners of
the gﬁne which he wears abont bhis
neck, @s represented in the plate, at
page 219.

The Paeni-caori Pandaron is the
bearer of the offerings made by the
Hindoos to the temiple of Paeni, dedi-
cated to Supramanya. These offer-
ings consist of money, sugar, Loney,
camphor, milk, butter, cocoa-nuts, &e.
This penitent is usually dressed in

yellow, and he carries the presents
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suspended to a stick, to which he at-
taches an awning, nearly resembling
that of a palanquin, to ecreen himse!f
from the sun.
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POOJAREES,

The Poojarees are a kind of priests,
who devote themselves to the service
of Manar Suami snd Marlatta, goddess
of the small-pex. The votaries of
Mariatta are Parias: the others may
be of ali classes excepting Parias.
The latter sing in the streets the praises
of Sheeva and Supramaoya, and the
Poujarees of Maristta celebrate that
goddess.

The Poojarees of Manar Suami are
attended by several dizciples, some
with small drums, called oudoukai,
’which they beat with their fingers;

YOL, II. x
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others with chelinbans, a sort of hollow
rings of copper in which stones are
inclosed. The Poujaree carries a box
full of ashes of cow-dung, some of
which ¥ presents to those from whom
he redeives alms.

The Pogiaree of Mariatta has ne-
thing but 2 small bell. His wife gene-
rally accompanies him with castanets.
and at the end of each verse that her
husband sings she says Amma, or yee.
Sometimes he carries with him pice
tures representing circumstances in the
history of that goddess.

There ia & very extraordinary mode
of paying honovur to Marlatta, calied
Muviafta cofom, of which the anneved
engraving will afford anides. The vo-
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tary stains himself with saffron, end
dances with & circular vessel full of
water in which are put a particular
kind of leaves on his head, and a bunch
of the same sort of leaves in bis hand,
Some of the followera of this geddess
also carry a dagger with a lemon stuck
on the top.

The Hindoos are extremely afraid of
Muriatta, to whom they . erect tem.
ples in all their villages. In the sanctuna-
ry they deposit the head only of the
goddess, to which the Iindoos of the
superior castes alone address their
prayers. The body is placed at the
entrance of the teruple, in order to re-
ceive the adorations of the Parias.

The Poojarees marry, sod are at

x2
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liberty to relinquish their profession
whenever they please, they are pever
either Pandirons ov Tadirs; nor do
they run about the streets like other
penitents ; and they never solicit alms
bat in the temple of the deity to whose
service they devote themselves.

Their name is derived from poojak,
“which signiﬁes’.{ daily ceremony per-
formed in honour of the god. They
are alzo called Bainians, becanse they
gometimes accompany their singing

with an instrument called Baini,
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NEMESSOURA-CAORL

The appellation of Nemesgoura-Caori,
or Caradi, is given to woren who make
8 V0w to carry water from the Ganges to -
Nemessourin, a celebrated pagoda at
Cape Comerin, dedicated to Sheeva.
This penance is considered as one of
the most efficacious for the remission of
sins.

Women of ‘the superior castes never
perforin this pilgrimage in person, but
pay considerable sums to substitutes.
The opposite plate represents a Nemes-
sours-Cavedi. The veseels countatning
the sacred water are set on a kind of

x3
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mats, fastened by four sticks, in the
manner of svales, to each end of a pole,
which she carrics on her shoulder.

The Hindous believe tiat the idol in
the temple of Nemessourin was brought
by the rod Hanooman from the Ganges,
by command of Rama; and that the
tank which is in the temple was made
by Vishou, with his own hands. The
devout go thither on pilgrimage frem
distant countries : but to render this
act meritorious, the pilgrim must pre-
viously visit the banks of the Ganges,
lie ou the ground aod fast doring the
journey, and arrive laden with wales
frem that river to hathe the ol

The Cashi-Cuori, or Cuvadi, area cluss

of Pandarons, who perforin the same
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kind of pilgrimage,” with water from
the Ganges to Cashi. This_water, after
being thrown over the idol, is collected
and distributed among the devout, by
whom it is most religiously preserved.
Whlen a sick person is at the point of
death, a few drops of it are poured inte
his mouth and upon his head.

The wealthy inhabitants of Malabar
employ people to bring them water from
the Ganges, which iz always received
with extraordinary ceremony. To prove
that the water was really brought from
the sacred river, the bearers take the
precaution 1o obtain a certificate to that
eifect from the officer of the place, who,
moreover, scals the vessel into which it

is put, with Lis scul.
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Every man, without exception, may
be a carrier of Ganges water; for which
purpose he need not be either Tadin,

Pundaron, or Yogee.
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SACRIFICES
AKD

RELIGIOUS CEREMONIES.

in’ ancient times it was customary to
sacrifice a bull or a horse to the Deity, =
and a man to the evil genii; but these
sacrifices, the first called gomedha, the
second assummedha, and the third aare-
medha, have been forbidden ever since
the commencement of the cali-youg, or
present age: and on this point, at least,
the doctrine of Buddha obtained the
ascendancy in India on this side of the
Ganges. The bull and the horse were

sacrificed to Indra, who transmitted the
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offering to Brama, and Brama to the
Supreme Being. The human sacrifice
was made t0 Bhbavani, who aflerwards
offered the victim to the evil spirits.
At this remote period, the Bramins,
who officiated at these sacrifices, pos.
sessed, it is said, the power of reculling
the victims to life, by repeating the
Vedas by which they were deprived
of it.

The animals now sacrificed are the
buffalo and the sheep. The former i»
offered 1o Dourga or Bhavani among
the Mahrattas and in Bengal at the
festival called Doura. The sheep is
strangled at the gradd smcrifice, which
is offered with great pomp to the stars,
and is calted jagam. When the animal
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s dead, the heart is roasted and cut i
small picces, which are divided among
the principal Bmm'ins,- and this is the
only occasion on which the Bramins
eat flesh.

Sume few triles have retained the
practive of sacrificing living victims.
The Jhattries offer a ram or a goat
twice a year to their tutelary goddess,
Bhavani; others even sacrifice human
vietims on extraordinary occasions: but
the tribes which are addicted to this
eroel superstition ure 8o few, so insig-
nificant in point of numbers snd so
weak, that they concenl themusclves
with the utmost care and venture no
farther than to puison, from time 10
time, some wretched mendicaat, g an
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ngreeable offering to Cali, another form
of Bhavani.

In Malabar fowls are sometimes im:
molated: but the Bramins have no
hand in sacrifices of this kind, whick are
customary among the inferior castes
alone.

Dr. Buchaoan informs us, that among
the Momsu, a caste of Sooder Hindoos,
where bloody sacrifices of sheep and
goats are offered to Kala, one of the
destroying powers, is ibis singular cus-
tom ; when & woman is from fifteen to
twenty years of age, and has borue
children, terrified lest the angry deity
should deprive her of her infants, she
g;eg to the templé, and as an offering
4o appease his. wrath, she cuts off one
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or two of her fingers from the right
hand,

Besides these sacrifices of living vie-
tiws, there are many others which are
more worthy of the Deity. The latter
consist iu general of milk, water, honey,
cotn, flgwers, also butter and curds,
with which, on many occesions, barley
and gther seeds are wetted.

At one festival, which is held at the
beginning of the season most suitable
for navigation, cocoa-nuts are thrown
inte the sea with great ceremony. At
another the military castes mix a red
powder with water, with which thay
drench one another by means of W
species of squirt, to represent Parasou

Rama, or some other lero, returning
YOL. IL Y



E ] RINDOOSTAN

from battle covered with blood. Others
are of opinion that this ceremony is
desiyned to celebrate the orgics of
Krishua with his mistresses and cou-
panions, As trad’tion relates, that in
their sports they dusted ome annther
with a red powder, the pious Hindoas.
in imitation of thew, pelt each other
with & profusion of earth of the samc
colour, which is found ia abundance in
Hindoostan, and ia employed in paint
ing by the pame of India red.

T'his absurd ceremony, which will be
farther noticed hereafter, takes place
nearly at the samne seacon of the yaav
as our Ash-Wednesday, and also |re-
cedes the Leat, or the Hindoo season
of expiation. It ia ueually held, lise
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most other ceremonies, in front of the
houses of the rich ; but frequently also
within there. The anoexed engraving
represents a rajab and his wives dusting
and squirting at on¢ another on a ter-
race of his garden.

The festivals at which the Hindoos
carty their gods about in triumph are
of high antiquity, and commonly cele-
brated with great magnificence. The
pious are called together by the sound
of drums aad trompets, which is kept
up from morping till night in the pa-
goda. Some fall prostrate before the
idol ; others repeat prayers standing
up to the waist in the water of the sa-
ered tank: these are employed in
anointing their heads with common oil

v 2
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or essencee, and those in drying their
clothes. Some read or converse, while
the great majority liaten respectfully.
Meaowhile a thousand cooks are at
‘work in the out-buildings, and bunana
leaves are prepared as dishes for the
rice and other articles of food. Al is
bustle during the day; but on the ap-
proach of night this bustle increases.
No sooner is the sun set, than lamps
‘fed with eow-dung dried in the day-
time antl moistened with common oil
give notice that the procession is about
to begin.

When the hour awaited with im-
paticnce iz arrived, the sound of a
very large copper basin, which is steuck
with thick pieces of bambhaoo, is heard,
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and the people take their places. The
procession is opened by groups of mu-
siciuns with long wooden trumpets?;vhu
are followed by thouwsands of devotees
in two files, each carrying in his band
a piece of wood a yard long, with a
chaffing-dish or circular iron receiver
at the top, full of the same matter thas
is used for the lamps, and numbers of
men are incessantly running to and fro
with pots of oil for the supply of the
latter. '
The cars employed in these ceremo-

nies, called fers, resemble high woodea

steeples curicusly wrought and carved,

They are adorned with flags and
flowers., Pasteboard lions, placed at the
four corners, support these ornaments :

Yy 3
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sometimes the front is occupied by
borses of the same material. The idol
is in a niche, or in a pedestal in the
middle. The car moves on low but
very thick wheels; it has several sto-
ries where there are dancing-girls, sing-
ing and daneing, whilc others witl
large fans, keep continually fanuning
the statues, or drive away the flies
from it with cows’ tails. The upper-
most story is covered with a circulur
canopy of a red colour, eoriched with
gold frioge: from each story wave
fiags of all hues, particularly IHue, red
and yellow. Some are striped, others
all of one eolour, sod others have a
cross in the middie, as represented .o

the plate,
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The principal adventures, and the
most execrable misdeeds of their gods,
are painted or carved in relief on the
sides of the car, These unwieldy ma-
chines cannot move but on very level
ground, and some thousands of per-
sons arc required to drag them along.
In this country there is no want of
hands; and as the Hindoos are taught to
belicve, that by drawing the cars of their
gods at these cercmouies they make
atonement for their sins, all are eager to
seize the ropes.  The car is thus dragged
away, with loud shouts and a noise and
uproar not to be couceived. In their
opinion, it is also a highly meritorious
action to roll in the ruts made by the

car in its passage : nay some even carry



s *  BINDOOSTAN

their superstition so far, as to throw
themselves down before it, that they
may be crushed to death by the wheels.
Solvyus assures us that he has seen
thirty of these fanatice sacrifice their
lives in this manner under a single rwee,
ns the sacred car is denominated.

" So much is certsin, that if any of
those who go before the vehicle happen
to be thrown down by the crowd, they
must inevitably perish, because it wounlid
be impossible to stop in such a cen-

" fusion. These unfortunate wrelches
are venerated as saints and their death
is envied.

The procession balts now and then

-t pendale, oc resting.places. The idol
i visitod by u grest aumber of pup-
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pets fastened above with sitken threads ;
these figures are let down, and dauce
and play antics till the spectators have
had enough of their performance.

It is a singular fact that the most
devout of the musicians throw them.
selves on the ground, and move for-
ward on their backs with astonishing
celerity, playing their instruments all
the while.

The ear with the idol remain under
the last pendal till the eighth day, when
they are retnuved and drawn back to
the temple, but without ceremony,
Next day the enormous machine is
stripped of its decorations and put away
under a straw shed till the following

year.
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Sometimes the idol is carried on e
mere litter or bier. In the back-ground
of our plate are seen the outer walls
and the towers of a pagoda. On the
right is a gate of honour, or resting-
place. The god borne upon a bier is
_ stopping there while the devedaszees
. perform dances accompanied with ob-
streperous music. Hall-naked Hindoos,
with white turbans, carry a kind of
tsrident, having lighted tow burning a
the pointa.

The manner of adoring the idols
comsiats in holding the clasped hands
before the face, and bending the body
half way to the ground.

Theidol represented in the engraving,
# of . colossal stature and gilt. Ample
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muslin drapery conveals it almost en-
tirely from the view of the deveut.
Over i there is a kind of small cupola
of a red colour.

‘The restivg-place is in the form of
a canopy entiched with drapery, and
adyrae:l ar the four corners with red
standards, bearing a white cross. - From
the centre hangs « lighted lamp. When
the sacrifices, libations, and other rites
are finished, the crowd convey the god
back to his temple.

The cecemony répre.-:cnted in our
next plete is called toussadieng. Tt .
conelides in a very curious tmanuer,
The people, after carrying the images
of the gods in procession several days,

ke them to a river and set them upom
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two boats placed alongside each other,
The respect and adoration hitherte paid
to these imuges arc then succeeded by
the grussest abuse and the most vehe-
‘ment imprecations, The Bramins them.
selves strive (o outdo une apother in
vitaperation, and such as distinguish
themselves vontinue to be objects of
peculiar veneration tll the next festival.
After this extraordinary scene, the
boats are separa'ted, and the images of
the gods tumble into the water amidst
" the acclamations of the multitude.
The figure, exhibited in the plate,
_ of oolosmal dimensions, represcnts the
goddess Cali, the wife of Sheevs. She
lolls out ber toogue, which practice,
% Solvyns observes, is very common
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with the Hindoo women, when any
thing affects them in a disagreeable
mManner.

The goddess is crowned with a kind
of tiara. Onme of her four hands is
armed with a lurge scimitar; another
is Lolding = head by the hair; and she
has round her neck a chain of human
heads which descefids to Lier knees,

The description given by an eye-
witness, the late Rev. Dr. Buchanan,
of the ceremonies practised ut the
temple of Juggernaut, thousk rather
long, is too characteristic of these
horrid scenes, and too interesting to be
omitied here, )

That part of the provined of Orissa
which contains the temple of Jugger-

¥OL, 1L . 4
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naut, firit became subject to Britain,
under the administration of Marquis
Wellesley, who permitted pilgrims o
vizit the place without paying tribute.
It was proposed soon afterwards, to-
poss a regulntion for the mansgement
of the temple, and for levying & tax;
but as such a measure might have led
to the inference that ?he government
saactioned the idolatrous and bloody
rites performed there, his lordship
disapproved it, and left his szecessor
to pass —theopprobr-ions Laww, A tax wis
imposed by it on pilgrims, for admis-
set to the templa; wn officer of yo-
-vyernment was appointed to collect it:
‘end-ont of the produce, & smu wus
allotted for the expenses of the temple.
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Having premised thus much, let us
bear Dr. Buchanan, who visited this
place in the year 1806, and whose in-
formation is given in extracts from
'i%le journal of his tour.

The first is dated frem Buddruck,
igﬂ()rissa, May 30 :—We know that we
are approaching Juggernaut, (and yet
wwe are more than fifty miles from it,)
by the Luman bones which we have
geen for some days strewed by the way.
At this place, we have been joined by
several large bodies of pilgrims, per«
haps two thousand in number, who
have come from various parts of north-
ern India. Some of them say, that
they have been iwe months on their
march, travelling slowly in the hottest

z2
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senson of the year, with their wives
and children. Numbers of pilgrims
die on the road, and their bodies gene~-
rally remain unburied. On a plain by
the river, near the pilgrims’ camvangj'
sers at this place, there'are more than
a bundred skulls. The dogs, jackals,
" and vultures seem to live here %
human prey. The vultures exhibit s
shocking tameness., The obscene ani. -
male will not leave the body sometimes
till we come close to them. This
Boddruck is & horrid place: wherever
1 tarn my eyes, I meet death in some
ahape or other.

June 12.—At nine o’clock this morn.-
‘ing the templs of Juggernaut appearc:
{n view st & great distance. When tt.
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multitude first saw it, they gave ashout
and fell to the ground and worshipped,
Froio the place where I now stand, I
bave a view of a host of people, like
an army encamped at the outer gate
of the town of Juggernaut, where a
guard of soldiers is posted to prevent
their entering, until they have paid the
pilgrims’ tax. I passed a devotee to.
day, who laid himself down at every
#tep, mensuring the road to Jugger-
paut by the length of his body, as a
penance of merit to please the god.
Many of the pilgrims being poor and
“unable to pay the tax, it frequently
kappens, that a body of them consist-
ing chiefly of old men, women, and
children, trustivg to the physical weight
z3J
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of their mease will make » charge on
the guasrds, overwhelm them aand foree
their way through the gate without
paying; the soldiers being unwilling
to oppoee their bayonets. On these!
eocaxions numbers perish; and we are
assured that cne hundred and fifiy
persons lave been trampled to death
st once in the crowd in spproaching -
. June 14.—1 have seen Juggerpant,
The scene at Buddruck is but the ves-
_stbule of Juggernaut. The idol has
bewn comsidered as the Moloch of the
present age, and he is justly so nemed,
ﬁrthemﬂlm offered up to him by
.gelf-devotoment are mot less crimioal,
prhepy, fot less pumerous than thos:
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recorded of the Molech of Canaan.
Two other idols accompany Juggernaut,
pamely, Boloram and Shubudra, his
brother and sister ; for there are three
deities wotshipped here; They receive
equal adoration, and sit on thropes of
nearly equal height.

This morning I viewed the temple—
. @ stupendous fabric, and truly com-
mensurate with the extensive sway of
the “ horrid king”* As other temples
are usually adormed with figures em-
blematic of their religion, so Jugger-
naut has répresentatianx, numerous and
varied, of that vice which constitutes
the essence of his worship. The walls
and gates are covered with indecent

emblews, in massive and durable sculp-
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“tare. I hase also wisited the sand-pluiss
by the sea, in some places whitened
with the bones of the pilgrims; and
sapther place, & litte way out of the
town, called by the Eaglish the Golge-
tha, where the dead bodies are ususlly
cast forth, and where dogs end vabures
are ween. .

The vultures gemersily fad out the
prqyﬁut,rd begin with the intestines ;
for the fisgh is too firm for their beaks
immedisicly witer death. The dogs
soan receire notice of the circumastance,
gemasnally from secing the Aurrier, or
_corpas-carriers, returning from the place.
Om the approach of the dogs, the vul
tares retive & few vards, and wait i}
the body be safficiently torn for easy
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deglutition. The vultures and dogs
often fecd together, and sometimes
begin their attack before the pilgrim
be quite dead. There are four snimals
which may be scen about a carcass at
the same time—the dog, the jackal, the
vulture and the Avrgeela, or sdjutant,
calied by Pennant, the gigantic crane.
Independently of the enormity of the
superstition, there are other circum-
stances which render Juggernaut noi-
gome in an extreme degree. The senses
are assailed by offensive efluvia, and
by the squalid and ghastly appearance
of the famished pilgrims, manyl of
whom die in the streets of want or
disense ; while the devotees, with clotted
bair and painted flesh, are seen practis-
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ing their varinus austerities and modes
of selftorture. Its vicinity to the sea
probahbly prevents the contagion which
otherwise would be produced by the
putrefactions of the place.

June 18, —This day, being the grand
Hindoo festival of the Rutt Jattra, the
Moloceh of Hindoostan was brought out
of his temple amidst the acclamations
of hundreds of thousands of his wor-
shippers. When the idol was placed

‘on his throbe, a shout was raised by
the multimde, such as ! had never
heard before, Tlie throne of the idol
was pleced on a stupendous car or
wower, about sixty feet in height, rest.
iag on wheels which indented the ground
deeply as they slowly turned under the
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ponderous machine, Attacked to it
were six cables, of the size and length
of a ship’s cable, by which the people
drew it along. Thousands of .wen,
women, and children pulled by each
cable, crowding sv closely that some
could use only one hand. Infants are
made 10 exert their strength in this
office ; for it is accounted a merit of
rightecusness to move the gad, Upen
the tower were the priests and satellites
of the idol surrounding his throne. 1
waa tuld ihat there were about a hun-
dred and twenty persons upon the car
altogethier. The idol is a block of
wood, having a frightful visage painted
black, with a distended mouth of a

bloedy colour. His arms are of gold,
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and ke is dressed in gorgeous apparel,
The other two idols are of & white and
yellow colour. Five elephants preceded
the three iowers, bearing towering flags,
- dressed in crimson caparisons, and hav-
ing bells hanging to their caparisops,
which sounded musically as they moved.
1 went on in the procession, close by
the tower of Moloch ; which, as it was
drawn with difficulty, * grated on its
many wheels harsh thunder.”” Aftera
few minutes it stopped, and now the
worship of the god began. A high-
priest mounted the car in front of the
idol and pronounced obscene stauza:,
called cwddee, the people at intervals
relponding in the same strain. * These
songs,” said he, ‘“‘ace the delight of
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the god. His car can only move when
he is pleased with the song.” The car
moved on a little way and then stopped.
A boy sbout twelve years was then
brought forth to attempt something yet
toore lascivicus, if peradventure. the
god would move. The child * per.
fected the praise” of his idol with such
srdent expression and gesture that the
god was pleased, and the multitude,
emitting a sex:sual yell of delight, urged
the car along. But a scene of a dit-
ferent kind was now to be presented.
The characteristics of Maloch’s worship
are obscenity and blood.

After the tower had proceeded some
way, a pilgrim announced that he was
ready to offer bimself a sacrifice to the

¥OL. 11, 2a
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idol. He laid himself down in the
road before the tower, as it was moving
along, Jying en his face, with his arms
stretched forward. The multitude
passed round him, leaviog the space
clear, and he was crushed to death by
the wheels of the tower. A shout of
joy was raised to the god. He is said
to emile when the libaticn of the blood
ie made. The people threw cowries,
or small shells which pass for money,
o the body of the victim in approba-
tion of the deed. He was left to view
 considerable time, and was then car-
ried by the hurries to the Golgotha,
where I have been just viewing his re-
mains.

Jane 20. — The horrid solemnitics
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still contione. Yesterday a woman de-~
voted herself to the idol. She lsid
herself down ia the road in an oblique
direction, 50 that the wheel did not
kill her instantaneously as is generlly
the case; but ske died in a few hours.
This morning as 1 passed the place of
skulls, nothing remained of her but hew
bones. And thie, thought I, is the
worship of the Braming of Hindoostan,
and their worship in its sublimest de-
gree! What then shall we think of
their private manners and their moral
principles ?

T was surprised to see the Bramins
with their heads uncovered, in the open
phin, falling down in the midss of the
Sooders before the < horrid shape,”

242
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and mingling so complacently with the
polluted caste, .

Juse 21.—1 beheld another distres-
sing scene this morning at the place
of skulls—a poor woman lying dead
or nearly dead, and her two children
by her, looking at the dogs and vul-
tures which were near. The people
passed by without noticing the children.
I asked them where was their home.
TFhey said they had no home but where
sheir mother was. Oh, there is a0 picy
at Juggernaut ! no mercy, no temder.
nese of keart in Moloch’s kingdom !

As to the number of worshippers
assembled here at this time no accurate
ailculntion. can be made. The natives

.Shameelves, when speaking of the num-
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. bers st particular festivals, usually
say, that a lack of péople ¢100,000)
would not be missed. Iaskeda Bra.
min how many he supposed were pre-
sent at the most nwmervus festival he
h;d ever witnessed, “ How can 1
tel],”” said He, < how many grains there
are in a -handfol of sand?” $o far
Dr. Buchanan.. -

According to Dr. Carey, an eminent
member of the Bapiist mission at Se-
qampore, twelve or thirteen pilgrim-
ages are made annually to the temple
of Juggernant. * It is ealeulated,”
he says, “ that the number who go
thither is on some wvceasiona 600,000

persons, and acarcely ever less than
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100,000. auppose on the lowest calen.
lation that in the year 1,200,000 pem;m
attend. The numbers who die in their
bong pilgrimages, either through waat
or fatigue, or from dysenteries and fe-
vers eanght by lying cut and want of
accommaodation, are incredible. Now,
if only oue in ten died, the mortality
caused by this omne ido}, would be
120,000 in.» year.;- boil some are of
opinien that not more than one in ten
sturvives to rgtarn home.™

‘A cirenmstance which renders it
probabla that the rumber of pilgrims
s equal to what Dr. Carey computes
i that Mr. Bailer, who was long secre-
tary to the bourd of revenue in Indis,
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bas caleulated the population, extend-
ing as far as Cabul, at little short of
two hundred millions. -

The anoual expenses attending the
idol of Juggernaut amount, according
to the official account to about 70,000
rupecs, or £8,700 sterling. o

The rites of Juggernaut are not con-
fined to the temple in Orissa. Cloge to
Labera, shout eight miles from Calcutta,
there is a tewple of this idol, which ia
often stained with human blood I
was visited at the Rutt Jattrs, in May
1807, by the Rev, Dr. Buchanan. The
tower here, says be, is drawn along like
that at Juggernaut, by cables. The
nuisber of worshippers at thiz festival
is computed to be a hundred thousand.
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The tower is covered with inderent em.’
blems, which were .ﬁ'eshl-y painted for
the ocx;nsiqq: Oue of the victims of
this year was &"Well-made young min,
-of henlthy appenrln(e md comely as-
pect, Hc had a garla.nd of flawers
round ¢ neck and his long black hair
was dishoyelled. - He dimced for & while
bchréthe idol, s'mgiﬁg inan enthusiastic
. atrun qnd then rushmg suddenly to the
" sehicels, he shed Lia blood under the tower
of obsr:emly L ,*' :
About the.year 1790, twenty.mght
Hindoos were crushed to death at Ishera,
under.the _wh'eela of the- car of Jugger-
‘iut, impelied, it was said, by sympa-
thetic relig.ious phrenzy;.‘ The fact of
their desths waa notorious: it was re.
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corded in the Calcutta newspapers, but
so little impression did it make on the
public mind, and so little inquiry was
made by individuals on the subject, that
it became doubtful at length, whether
the 1en perished by accident, or as
usual by seif.devoteruent: for it was
said, that to qualify the enormity of che
deed in the view of the English, some
of the Hindoos gave out that the men
fell under the wheels by accident.

It was probably to this very eircum-
stance that Solvyns, whose testimony is
quoted in a preceding page, was an eye-

witnesa,
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