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OPINIONS OF THE PRESS· 
"The object of this work is to shew lip the evils of the p"rm'\· 

nent Settlement, as also the thousand alld Due {'Irma of opl'refl8ioll 

practised by the zemindar upon the ryot. It l'el'rouuees th" "uh,tan"o 
of almost all the fiscal measlI re~, tha.t have ueen in f 0: ce i I) tillS 

CO!lDtry since the days of the Permanent Settlement. The writer's 

views on the arbitrary exactious of mmpaut zemin<lars, 811d oil th" 

destitute condition of the down-trodden ryots, have "ecll supported 

by quotations nnu extracts froUl Admiuistmtioll Hel'orts, I'adia· 

mental'Y Blue_books, Official Miuutes, Newspaper and Magazine arti· 
cles, and f"om the writings of thoughtful statesmen, who I,ave tho· 

roughly studicu the land question. (Jolll1'8risons have al"obeen drawn 
between the Indian l'yot anu the peasants of Europe alit! A merie-,', 

and no pain~ seem to have been 8p'~red to point out the evil df~ct3 

of the present land laws npon the po,)r tenant in .. s clear a light as 

possible." Tlte Indian Mirl'or, October, 1881. 
«We have to acknowledge the receipt of a voluminOIlS disquisitiull 

on the law of landlord and teuant in Bengal by A 1ll1l'Y Charan DaB, 

a ryot. The position maintained by the writer is the extreme oue, 

that the ryots were the real proprieto1'8 of the soil, n"J the zemind.rB 

the tax.gllthel'ers ; thd the Permanent Settlement was a gross wrong, 
which has spread ruin and desolation thrOllghout the land, and which, 

if Dot demolished, will, at no distant future, reduce the st~te itself to 
~ankruptcy ; that the land-tax, a consequence of the Permanent 

~ettlement, combiued with the extortion of the mouey-lender, nlso a 

~8ult of the Same cause, is the 30nl'Ce of all the ryot's wretchedness; 
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and that this is so great that a general agrarian uptiHillg is (,,,Iy 
question of time. He would repeal tlJi~ illiquitous settleUlent il1 
flpite of the breach of f!lith such a Cl)ur~e lVould iUVJivc, alld thollgh 

be does not dispute the right of the zemindal' to some compensation, 
he .ioprecates its being granted at the cost of the people. Where it 
is to come f!'Om he doeR not say j but he urgeR th"t those who nt'e 
responQiblc fOl' the settlement, that is, the GoVel'llmellt, should suffer. 

Barl'ing slIch crudities a8 tllis, the work is written with COti 

~i,lemble ability, "lid way I,e fairly s"id to set forth exhaustively :t'.; 

th~t can be broDght fvrwurd, in the Wt~y of either argllDlent "r allti.o 
rity, in favom' of the writer's view~," The EngiiBllmrHl, February 4 
ISS:!. 

There are abnndant 11<11'''<: .tes ,)f zcmitlflars, who (we IIlso theth· 
sel ves well-fitted by theil' e.lllc:~ti I}II, pORition. and Wea I th, to l'eprc· 
Reut theil' cause, But 1I1lfortlllliltely there are few in this cOllntry, 
who have the courage, the ability, and the heart, to advocate th~ 

ryot'lj cause, 'Ve, therefol'e, welcome "The Illdian Rynt" by a ryot.~ 
"S flU attempt to depict the actual condition of the ryot, The book i~ 
"very usef'll compilation containing as it does a Vilst mass of t'ac~ 
valuable and illtel'e~tillg, .. , .. The extracts fl'om different sources~ 

)l ew~pnpers, l\l'\gazillrs, Hepol'ts. Speeches, Despatches-arc copioui1 
'lltd interestillg ...... Beful'Il we conclude, we repeat that we would not" 
It~ve devote.1 so Dltlch space fur tho review of this book. hall it 11 ot, 

·A)ntailled much vrlluable information." The Brahmo Public Opiniun, l 
J<muary 12, 188:!, 

"We have now Lild for sometime lying on our trlbl e a very use
f.ll work by B<1bu Abh<1Y Chllrau Daa 0111led. -'The Indian Ryot," It is 
a compilation, It does not profess to be anything more than :l 
.,,)mpilation, but as such it is highly valuable, Ilnd phces within a 

moderate compass II vast body of useful information collected from 
sonrces, . which are ill somA cases unknown to the ordinary readel'. 
lhbu Auhay Char all Das calls himself a I'yot, He Las done a 
great service to his brother-ryots by the publication of his compila

tion. Now aud then the book contains observations, which ar" 

worthy of attcnti vc consideration I' Tile Bengalee, JanwJir!l 28, 1882. 
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He most firmly believes, that the assumption of the title of 

:Empre~~ of India by Her Most Gracious Mnjesty wonld be the 
fore-ruuner of the emancipation of" millions on milliou! lil'ing 
aIllI millions on ll1illious uuborn" from the grasping slavery of the 
zell1indars, and of her reigning in their hearts for ever. His belief 
is certainly not unfounded, when their care and protection are 
entrnsted in the handR of the kind-hearted aud noble-minded 
Lords Hartington aud Ripon. The book was compiled in the 
year 11:,77, but there were serious obstacles to its earlier publica
tion. Iu conclusion, the compiler begs to state, that he will deem 

himself ~lIlply rewarded, if this volnme secures their ease and 
happiness. 

HOWRAH 

The 5th A.ugust, 1881 . 

• 

} ABHA Y CHARAN DAS, 

THE COMPILER. 
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