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DESCRIPTION OF THE COUNTRY

The whole extent of the country under the Commssioner, may
«n: very roughly estimated at 50,000 square miles, and the population
way be guessed at 4,000,000; but this does not include any of the
Jetached territories, beyond the Nizam’s frontier.

The grand geographical feature of this tract is the chain of ghauts
<hich run along the western Loundary, for its whole length, Be-
“ween this range and the sea lies the Concan, now uuder Bombay. It
ctends from 40 to 50 miles in breadth, includes many fertile places
~roducing abundance of rice; but, in general, is very rcugh, and
~wch crossed by steep and rocky hills. Toywards the ghauts, the
wntry is in most places extremely strong, divided by hills inter-
~cted by ravines, and cey®red with thick forest. The range iusclf is
room 2,000 to 4,000 feet :nrgﬁ,_"_extremgny abrupt, and inaccessible on
+he west. The passes are numerous, but steep, and very seldom pass-
ble for carriages. The table land on the east is nearly as high as
-iany parts of the ridge of the ghauts, but, in general, the hills rise
bove it to the height of from 1,000 to 1,500 feet. The table land
-~ for a considerable distance, rendered very strong, by numerous
ours issuing from the range, among which are deep winding rugged
-alleys often filled with thick jungle. Further east the branches
~om the ghauts become less frequent, and the country becomes more
wvel, till the neichbourhood of the Nizam's frontier, where it 15 an
~pen plain.
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N emaur

The northern ;- ..

1ts base, especlally to the west, Hlted

who somewhat resemble the B i are .

civilized, inhabit the part of th. 1ange to the <, baug
and the country at its base on the west as far w Bas
They are also numerous in Guzerat. The Beels . The en-
part of the range, and all the branches that run on It e
the cast, as far south as Poona; they even spread over - luins +

east, especially on the north of the Godavry, and are {ound as .
as the neighbourhood of the Wurda. On the north, they «
beyond the Tapty and Nerbada, and are numerous in the jm
that divide Guzerat, from Malwa, as well as in all the ¢
parts of Guzerat. They are a wild and predatory tribe; and tii.

‘they live quietly in the open country, they resume their cha.ra.ctpr

whenever they are settled in a part that 1s strong, either from hills or
jungles. The Beels differ from the other inhabitants in language,
manners, and appearance ; they are s~ and black, wear little
clothes, and always carry bows and arrows. In appearance. they
much resemble the mountaineers of Baughulpoor. The Beels and
Coolies, when in the bhills or strong places, live under Naiks or Chiefs
of their own, who have some influence over those in the neighbouring
plains. These Chiefs bave in general been litue interfered with by
the Marratta Government, more than was necessary to prevent the
depredations of their followers. South of Poona, th» Beels are suc-
ceeded by the Ramoosees, a more civilized and subdugd tribe. Th -
do not inhabit the main range of ghauts, but the branches siro..

out to the eastward. Theyv have the same thievish babits »
Beels, but have no language of their own; are more mixed wit;
people, and in dress and manners ure more like Marratiax Tl

of more consequence than elsewhere, in the hills joimng the ghovas
southward of Sattara, where they lately acted so prominent a part in
taking forts, and plundering the country, under the false Chitton
Sing. They do not extend further south than Colapore, or furthct
east than the line of Beejapoor.

Hill tribes like those mentioned, have generally proved quiet
when the Government was vigorous, and while they were managed
through their Native Chiefs. We perhaps lose some bold on them,
hy the destruction of 80 many of the hill forts, which were situated in
the midst o thelr mountains, and served to wate’
disposition to plunder.

The disiricts belonging to the Pawshwa i N.
vharge of Sir J. Malcolm, I bave no opportumty «
ing them. Their importance is small, yielding o



St 1e e wecessary for securing the peace of Nemaur,
o shou!.. . ue territory there. they miight be well dis-
P TR Cchanges

ar most northern distriet would theu be Candeish, This pro- Candeish
s bounded on the north by the Sautpoora or Injadvee range of
aing ; and on the south by the range in which are the fort of
- re and the ghaut of Adjuntah : on the south-west it is bounded
- range of Syadree, commonly ca’ . the Ghauts, at the ter-
‘on of which south of the Tapty is the hilly tract of Baug-
The plain of Candeish descends towards the Tapty from the
t the north and south (especially from the south): on the east
wnded by Scindiak’s and the Nizam’s territories on the plain
«r; on the west, the plain along the Tapty extends, without,
iption, from the hills to the sea; but it is divided from the
“untry about Surat, by a thick and extensive jungle. Though
wreed with low ranges of unproduotive hills, the bulk of the
. is cxceedingly fertile, and 1t is wa,tereﬂd by innumerable
i, Ol mMany of whi; lﬂ cuEpcl noive L.l H! me nts have iormerly
»cted for purposes of irrigatmn. Some parts of the province
‘Il in a high state of cultivation, and others, more recently
-ned, convey a high notion of their former richuess and pros-
* Imt the greater part of Candeish is covered with thick juugle
tigers and other wild beasts, but scattered with the ruins of
» villages. The districts nor th of the Tapty in particular, which
rormerly very populous, and yielded a large revenue, are now
an uninhabited farest. The decline of this province, from the
ung condition which it had long since attained, under its
iedan masters, 18 to be dated frown the year 1802, when it was
+{ by Holear's army. This blow was followed by the famine
', and its ruin was consummated by the misgovernment of the
w3 officers.  The Beels, who had before lived mixed with
‘her .inhabitants, and had, as village watchmen, been the great
aents of police throughout Candeish withdrew to the wur-
Ay mountains, whence they made iucursions, and carried off
and prisoners from the heart of the province. The Pindaries
ty ravaged the open country: various insurgents plundered at
wad of bodies of horse; and parties of Arabs, established
ives in sume of the numerous fortresses and ghuries, with which
.<h abounds, and laid all the neighbourhood under contribution.

"ie expulsion of the Arabs, was a natural consequence of the
1l no parties of plundering horse were able to keep the field
~ tatflement of the Beels was a work of more time and diffi-

"+~ 1n the Santhpoora ;mountains were the most. formidable,



.+t range, though not perha; -t
~tiong, and so unhealthy, tha: ‘N
The plan adopted by Captan
Lieutenant-Colonel Jardine, -
which are all drawn from the
tempted to 1ssue to plunder, .
points in the hills, to which the prinapal
These measures soon reduced the Becls to o
terms Leld out to them ; which were to torhe .
Chiefs receiving pensions, and allowances fo
and binding themselves to restrain the exce-

The same plan was carried throogh,
the Beels of the Chandore range, and with
Baugland. The terms have occasionally hec:.

but ou the whole, they have succeeded L- v oot
expectations, and have effectually delivere: rovinee f
species of invasion. The only attacks of th. are pow §
parties of 3 or 4, who rob passengers. T trages. had
resisted by the police, and are stated by Capy s, to

on the decline. T have little doubt that a ¢v.:. .nev of ¢

ance, together with the liberal provision authorized by Go
for the Beel watchmen, will soon completely extinguish the
of these disorders,

The effectual protection of the people, 19 the firet aigs .
umportant step, towards restoring the prosperity of (_‘anrlr*;!
from the bavec that has been wsade uung the pupulatim\&
period must vlapse, betore 1t can shew any great signs of ..

A very Light assesstnent, and the favorable terme on whiel:

15 granted to speculators, will, it is hoped, accelerar !

not cnly draw back the Natives of Candeish wl

(Guzerat and other Countrnies, but even attract new - Ca
where the popuiation is over-abundant.

Captain Driggs has applied himself with grear a0 4l
provement. of the district, and has adopted, and suggest
plans for that purpose: among these, u principal one s th -
the cinbnnkments, and the fear of their falling into wretr: i
Is @ =t v motive for commencing on this undertaking ca’
present, the ureat want of Candeish s in population, und, w.- -
land is abunldant, people arc more likely to be attracted in -
terms on which that is granted, than by the richness of lan
by means of dams ; where, frum the necessity of repaying G-
for the expenses of ercetinz. and maintaining them, the condit Hn



. cuserved to be worse, than on lund
1" these costly improvements.

scribes the people of Candeish as peaceable

inid, helpless, unengerprizing, and sunk under

u_l the multiplied calamities to which they have so

» but this of course only applies to the trading and

3 the soldiery (of whom part were till lately {he

alled Barra Bye, in Holkar's service, and the rest

jomed insurgents, and even Pindarries,) are, doubt-
tless enough.

low and hot. Gungterry, which joins it on the south,

2,000 feet above the level of the Tapty, and the rest of

ritory (exeept the Concan) is on the same table land.

Kisna, or rather the Warna and Kisna, is compre-

“tricts of Ahmudnuggur and Poona, and the Raja of

v.  The western half of all this tract is hilly; the

: hlghly cultivated, and the country diversified and

er east are plains, but not all in the same condition.

ngterry, though open and fertile, is almost entirely

- the famine in 1803 ; the country between that and

- better, and the plains south of Ahmudnuggur are

»3 1n all directions, one sheet of the richest cultiva-

know the state of the south-east of that district

. but I imagine it is equally prosperous. The coun-

.cera, is 1n a very different state, thinly peopled, and

1t is in this tract that inost of the horses in the

-+ arc bred, and that most of the Silladars or Military

viv.  The principal towns in the Paishwu's late domi-

»n Candeish and the Kisna, but none of them are

: nona may be reckoned to contain about 1,10,000 in-

v 1ug lost from a 10th to a 5th since the removal of Bajec

gia Court and Army. Nassik does not contain more than

this number. Punderpoor is still smaller than Nassik,

t‘bt all much smaller thun Punderpoor. Ahmudnuggur

cust be  excepted, which is reckoned to contain 20,000
;18 increasing rapidly.

cuct 1s the oldest possession of the Marratta Government,
far the most decidedlv Marratta, in the composition oi_
ants. The r-harj 'Eople is fdlly depicted in

s to the queries the Collectors, especially
Grant’s.

vonmingy whe LoovaflRm™ eididn®ed all the business of the

Murratta couniry
including the district
of Ahbmudnuggn
Poona, and Nattara,



ountry, are correctly described by My

ving, corrupt, licentious, and unprinciplea oo o1 PP
‘aptain Grant adds with equal truth, “that when f
re coolly unfeeling, and systematically oppressive,” and ng
1lly discontented, and only restrained by fear, from L
ble and treacherous.” They are superstitious, and na:
attachment to their caste, to a degree that has no ¢:8
where ; but they are mild, patient, intelligent on many e B
hberal and enlightened ; and, though regardless of suﬂ'e;!mg‘ win.
they may indirectly produce, they are naturally very avepse Loy ruei
and bloodshed : there are among them many instances df decent a
respectable lives, and although they are generally subtle aud nsi:.
cere, I have met with some, on whom 1 could depend for yound an
candid opinions.

{
The Marratta Chiets, while in power, and especially while wii.
armies, are generally coarse, ignorant, rapacious and oppreja:*\’{.
th com:

Those settled in their own country, and uncounegre!? i
and armies, bear a much better character; being scber, izdustnivu.
and encouragers ot agriculture. It must indeed be remcembered, bo
of this class and the Bramins, that we see the very worst of he whol.
and that it is among those at a distance from the seat o' Goven
went, that we are to look for any virtue that may exist in tie nati.-

The soldiery so much resemble the Chiefs, that indviduals
the two classex might change places without any striking bap:.
priety. The chiefs of course are more vicious, and probebly mor
intelligent, The Marratta soldiery love war, as affording appeon
nities for rapine in an enemy’s country, and marauding mia ¥
in battle, they seem always to have been the same dastas
but they arc active, houdy, Vlglldnt patient of fatiguc g
tions; and, though timid in action, they shew great bold:.
enterpnze in their incursions into distant countries; and ou
casions they appear to have the greatest confidence in the:
though little or none in their swords. Their plan in a cann
tu avoid general engagersents, to ravage their enemy’s
and to cut up convoys and detachments; in an action it is tc
when attacked, and to return to the charge, when th.: cy
broken, to plunder : by these means they are enabled to preva™
better troops than themselves.

The Marratta peasan@ have Wﬂde n the triumphu
nation, and some ambitifp o putdKe in its military expl

‘though circumstances 1@;—:“, 11 into soldiers or yo-
~resent their habits ave gg-- ‘o1 They are Sobe



Austuatc - B oo o Tnsive woevery body; and among then
t mﬂmxshonest nor insincere. The faults of their Govern-
ut have Kowever created the correapondmg vices in them; i
pression and extortion have taught them dissimulation, mendacit:
-l fraud’; and the insecurity of property has rendered them so car
-« of the future, as to lavish on a marriage or other ceremony,
vings of years of parsimony. The first class of these vices, thouy
-evalent throughout thie whole, in their dealings with Goverumen.
more conspicuous among the Patais and others "Who aré mo~
wght into contact with their ‘rulers; and the effects of the secor:
- felt in the debts and emb'u'rassments, in which the whole of ti:
iicultural population 1s plunged.

It may be observed, in conclusion, that the military Bram:.
mbine part of the character of Marratta soldiers, with that of th.
mn caste, and that the characters of the Marratta soldiery, in I
.nner, runs into that of the cultivators Taking the whole us
jation, they will Le found to be inferror to their Mahomedan neip.

bowrs, in knowledge and civilization, in spirit, in generosity, and pe:
haps in courage; but less tainted with pride, insolence, tyranmu

effeminacy, and debauchery; less violent, less bigotted, and (exce;:
while in armies on foreign service) more peaceable, mild, and humarn.

MARRATTA CARNATIC.—The country south of the Kisna, or, as
«» Marrattas call it, the Carnatic, has few hills and few places in-
:pable of cultivation. Except in the immediate neighbourhood of
he ghauts, it consists of cxtensive plains of black or cotton ground;
large portion of it is however uncultivated, especially of the parts
hich have been nnder the Government of Gokla and Appa Dessyc.
‘he high cultivation of the Putwurdun’s lands has often been men-
oned. It is no douht, owing in a great measure to their good
vnagement; but in a great measure likewise to the oppression of
+eir neighbours, which drove every man who could easily move, into
eir lands. There are no large towns in this part of the country.
3! belicve, the largest, and I have heard 1t estimated af

The towns of Belgaum and Shahpore, -whu,h thou:

ous, belong, one to Gavernment, and vne to Chmtanm

onnt together to 13,000 or 14,000 inhabhitants. I h:

any other town in this district, that contains more tha

&ta.nts

_.'s division and Beejapoor, are inhabited by Canarese, w!
own language and manners. The Marrattas are reckor
plin, to constitute no more than an 8th, or a 10th of '+
: what there is of them. seems to consist of, soldiers an
vith a full sharc of the vice of those classes, The Canare-




o . wmbling + i -
districts, but as bemng more honest, wandy wnil cmukr
less mild, hospitable and humane: both are equally iadustric:

frugal.

'The Carnatic was at no distant period overrun with
Dessyes or Polligars, but these have all been gradually -
by the Marrattas, and the Dessye of Kettoor is the only -
retains his possessions. The people have always been «
the Marrattas to be turbulent and disaffected, which th.
several rebellions, and particularly in readily joining Grr
te o xpel their rulers.

They secmi now to be perfectly quiet, and well effect. ..

The general use of Shait Sunneedees, or landed Myt
s 20 common in Mysore, is only found in this part of th.
tervitory.

SKETCH OF THE MARRATTA H!-

The whole of the territory above describel

the British Government; and what does belong to it 5.
our immediate adninistration. The other possessors ot |
territory are the Raja of Sattara, the Raja of Colapor
smaller scale, the Nizam; Scindia, Holkar, the Raja «
the Guickwar  The lands held by dependent chiet-
Angria, the Punt Sucrhem, the Prittee Nedhee, the Put:
‘other Jageerdars.  To give an idea of the situation of all
‘and 1udead of the general state of the country, it 3 necc-
a hasty view of the history of the Marrattas.

The Marratta langnage and nation, extended from

Sautpoora mountains, nearly to the Kisna; and from th. |

west, to a waving frontier on the east, which may be toi
cated by a line drawn from Goa, to the Wurda uear Chona
thence along that river to the Sautpoora mountains. - The wi
the territory was probably under a Marratta King, wh.. -
Deecghuree, now Dowlatabad ; Lut this empire was subver: o
heginuing of the/4th century, by the Mahomedans, an:
under various dynasties of that religion, until the end of -
century, wher the greater part was delivered Ly Sewajc.
successors. The eastern part still remains under the Moy e

The grand-tather of Sewaj:e was of very humble ori
father had attained a considerable rank under the Kingdor. . ¢
poor ; had been entrusted with a Government; and profiti-u.
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o the b e -wl't"li hiln.st!lf [TREN N ?\,’ lu—dupendtmi

‘thern ol 1 v domuntons.  The same weak-
sged Sowajee fo 1 plw‘ier the oty ; and he

. by the increasin, cms in the Do 0 to found a
jroment, which iory operation~ ~t Aurungzebe,

v his numerous and simultaneous foreign wars, allowed
!mnsulidate. His rebellion began about 1646 ; he declaved
Iepcmlontin 167+4; and at his death, about 1652, he wa
Fyreat part of the Concan; the rest being in the hands of
of Surat, and in thosc of the Portuguese, or Leld for the
sovernment, by thc Siddies or Abyssinians of Gingera.
sotoliave possessed the greater part of the line of ghauts,
> xhared with the Mahomedans the tract immediately to
Liose mountains, as far north as Poona, and as far south

f th RS0 ~d from his son, who was
he b . part - . when Auwringzibe was
the: ton of . s of Goleonda and Beeja-
ont: Ui -xtinction of those States
urscttlod the country, and threw a large portion of the
ch had litherto maintained tranquillity, into the scale of
5, to whom the Jemidars throughout the Decean, also
ve been inclined. The gonsequence was; thaty although
ution of Sumbajee, the son of ‘Sewajec in 1689, his son
jee fell into the hands of the Moguls, and his younger

of Arcot; so that, for several yeoos, the Marrattas had
cad ; yet they were able, under different leaders, to with-
length to deride the efforts of the Moguls, which were
the fuction of the Generals, and the declining age of the
1 the year 1707, when the death of Aurungzebe, and the
o s successors, set them free from all danger on the
oguls.  The Chiefs left in charge of the Doccan, fivst
sed, and then conciliated the Marrattas: a truce was
out, 1710, by which they yielded the Clioute; wnd this,
ation of the agrecment, together with a forinal grant
itorial possessions by the Emperor in 1719, may b con-
e final establishment of the Marratta Government, after
at least, 60 years.

the period between the death of Aurnuygzebe, and the
of the Choute, &c., 2 great revolution had taken place
rrattas.  Sahoo Raw the von of Snmhajec, was released
on h: » o - vt himself opy

v Ram. who succeeded him, was shut up in the Fort of

1719.
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by his « - lewajee, son of Raja Ram i 1.0 Gy
ed on the dvath of his father, in 1700; but being erther}
or entirely deranged in his intellects, his affairs were o
his mother, Tarraw Bye. Sahoo Raja was enabled,
good conduct of his minister Ballajee Wiswanaut, to gaip’
Angria, the chief support of his rival's cause, and to
on the Marratta mushud. He immediately appointe
the office of Paishwa, which had before belonged to 1
Pinglia, but was forfeited by its possessor's adherance to
Tarraw Bye. Sahoo Raja, being incapacttated by his '
cihity, from exercising the authority with whichhe was

sntire administration devolved on Ballajee Wiswanaut.

At the tine of the confirmation of the Choute,
Marrattas had numerous claims over several of the provin
bythe Moguls. thejr actual territory does not appear to ha
beyond the narrow limits to which it had reached und
The Maeul'e arart combeming theur possessions, enumer
tricts, by which it appears, that they extended in the Con
Goa territory, to a point considerably to the sonth of De
above +h- Ghauts they only reached from the Gutpurba
Kookree, 40 miles north of Poona. The greatest length
Coast) is 280 miles, the greatest breadth (from Hurney
derpore to the Sea) 140; but this breadth is only found {
~f Poona ; north of that ~ity the breadth doves not exceed’

1t was long before the Marrattas obtained posses
country, in the immediofe neighbourbood of eheir first cd,u,
Forts of Joruere 2u! Vhmednuggur, the first within »
other within 80 miles of Poona, were not reduced until %w.
last 60 years; long aftes the Marrattas had made themselve .
of Malwa and Guzerat, and had plundered nup to the gate-
Candeish was not subdued until within these G0 years, q}u
patic until a still later period. The cause of this inconsis:
the close connection between the Marrattas and Nizami(
whowas glad to encourage them as the means of weakening
of the Court of Delly; while they, with their usual policy,x.
ed to disunite their enemies, and attack them one by g
connection also 1t 15 to be ascribed, that a third of the Marga+
should have been left to this day, under the domigs.
Mogul= |

5 Wiswanaut dying in 1720. was succee -
Bajev ' telall  This Chief, who appears to havv .
activity -« | abilities; took full advantage of the w-...v .
tiaction- 0 the mutual jealousy and treachery of 1. 1. ./



.lwa, and had entirely -reduced 1t some time about
while the troops of the Senaputtee, another grea
o Raja, had made similar progress in Guzerat. The
(Generals renewed the domestic distractions of the
- . Bajee Row finally overcame the Senapultee ; as Nana
‘imequently did his powertul servant, the Guickwar, in 1750
compelled the latter to submit impheitly {0 his authority
ike over half of Guzerat to his officers. Bajee Row died it
. was succeeded by his son Ballajee Bajee Row, commonl,
aa Saheb.
Prince was the first of the Paishwas, who apenly exercise!
vign authority on the Raja’s behalf. His two predecessor-
_.':! affected to act under the orders of that Prince ; but Raja
ig in 1749, it was alleged by the Paishwa, that he had
vested him with the sovereigity of hia domnious, vn con-
s keeping vp the nane: of the Raja’s descendants. [ ma:
k, that it appcar more than doubtful, whether the Raja
ever pretended to possess absoliute sovereiguty, or to hol!
ories utherwise than as vassals, either of Beejapoor. or o
na Saheb was an inactive Prince, and entrusted his 11
srument tu his cousin Seddashew Row Bhow, and ti
M his armies to his brother Ragonaut Row, the futher
Lishwa. A temporary exchange of these functions occa
efeat and fall of the Bhow at Panniput. and the death
ho never regovered the shock.

b

vernmeut theu {ell into the hands of Ragonaut Row
«1 Madhoo Row, the som of Nana Sabeb, in a state
Fi dependence ; but who was not long able to resist the
encrgy which that Prince early displayed. Madhoo Row
¢ reins into his own hands, imprisoned Ragonaut, anu
1 years. Though at least equal to his predecessors as -
hoo Row’s ehief praise arises from his Civil Government
t who introduced order intv the internal admiuistration
pwed a sincere desire to protect his subjects from
ce, and to establish something like a regular dispen-

th, which happened in 1772, was soon followed by the

‘brother Narrain Row ; the usurpation of Ragonaut Row ;

gale, in which the English were unsuccessful sup-

‘claims of that usurper. During this disturbed pericd.

en years of comparative tranquillity which followed

eea geted as Repent in the name of the mntant son of
Row terrir: - ~ the Deccas.



pasteand were poverned oy acspivit of peace and moderation
aled the: firmier measures of Madhoo Row in softening the
bits of the Marrattas; but at the same time, the gmtq'
rindostan began to appear rather as allies than as servae
i:hough the connection of the Marrattas, as a confederasyn
Ably at its greatest height at this period ; yet the seeds &
won, which were inhereut in the unature of it, began ewd.
tiplay themselves. A short view of the members of thlsc@1
il shew the loose ties by which the whole was held.

The stute of Tanjore was scarcely, ever even in alliaine
~ara; that founded by Molar Row Gorepurs, in the nortt
. nearly the same situation; and that of Colapore
. any war. The confelerates must theretore-be the
l.e Guickwar, Scindia, Holkar, the Powars, and the ¢
1 Sagur. The first of these powers was closely u:
~ith Poona, and had no points of disagreement ; yet it
Cwar with the Pooua state, and sceluea 1o huve been -
~unected with the Nizam, as with it. The Guickw
| and subdued, » vassal rather than a confederate,
't power that appeared against the Marrattas in th
ad has adhered to his alliance to the last. The ot
bjects and servants of the Paishwa and were then
wred in the heart of the Marratta country, as were the

.. tional troops ; not onc of whom to this day, perhay.

Meir foreign conquests.  Besides the ties of kindred,
amtry, which 1n, wmost nations keep up a connectiu:
faurrattas bl wostrong intevest in oppostng their emirmon
.t there is perhaps no instance, in which they were a!f!i;;
..c stde in a war; and it is surprising, that states,so cirg
nould e unable to keep up a closer alliance, for a period |
v the natural life of man. These facts do not, however;
here is not.at this moment a confederacy cemented by comié

1y, common interests, and common enmity, to their confﬁn
‘ut there is nothing partienlarly durable in the connect¥m
-nt its dissolving at no distant period.

At the death of Madhoo Row Narayen in 1796, the .
vat Maratta Chicfs, the Raja of Berar, Scindia, Holl
ageerdars of the Decean, appeared at Poona, for the
«ssuls of the empire. The power and weight of tle
asufficient to control this tumultuous assembly, and
‘ons, violence and intrigue cnsued; at the conclusion -

Zow, the rightful heir, but the representative of the -
cioserihed W of Rocenant Row, was clevated too




windia. He however was for some time, litt(s
the hands of that Prince ; and it seemed pro-

+ild soon imitate the example of the Paishwa
13 nominal master to the condition of the Raj.
haps the dread, or the interfercnee of the Bir:
‘his change of dynasty ; and at the end of a few
disorders in Scindia’s own possessions obliged
.n the Paishwa, and to withraw to Hindoe:
left alone, had neither abilit-y nor inclination
head of his turbulent Chiefs and mutinon
nict in Poona, while cvery Jageerdar assumed
(e country was over-run by banditti, forme
+ were no louger employed in the armies
oF the capital. At length his Highness wos
e retarned, snpported'by a British force ; anc
iuew order b thiugs, which existed at th

<tensive, but loose confederacy, of which tl
1ich was in o constant state of foreign war, a
-, and which could only be held together by constar
ctivity, as well as concession and management; tlv
w to possess in peace, a small compact ternory ; an
serly partaken of the loose government of the gener:!
the Palshwa's object to consohidate hLis power, an
:ch a footing, as would allow of his governing with «
2o Vastern Princes,
' been made, towards this state of things, durir;
‘Lo Row and Nana Furnavees ; and Bajee Rov
« muclt as from policy, had already adopted th
sssituation. Tlhe head of an unpopular part:
0, he had little sympathy with the bulk of |,
« for any enterprize in which he might roqno
only wish was to gratify his love of powur, an
.thout endangering bis safety or disturbing his easc
~n¢ begun his administration, by plundering all th.
vted with his enemy.  Nana Furnavees had scized o
"1 principal opponents. When the treaty of Bassecn,
' all apprehension of resistance, he gave a loose 1.
pressing the great, and degrading his cnemies.
1liose, who had been connected with the governmer
ors, where digearded ; the great Sirdars, who held lan
wasessed or kept at a distance, and obliged to yiel:
vy with o ttempto was mit cr the i
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o tswho o o ‘ nt;“ﬂ:

15 almost entirely composed of new men | Hope
inined, were commande by upstarts, u.

A severe famine that fullowed Bajee 1
-+ natural effect of his reduction of the
perished, and more horses, and the vacanci.
of the owners of Jand, affordeda provision
maintained themselves by the profession

to the camp of Scindia. who was then exr. Tus
tainers for Marrattas : others found emplo: olka
Raja of Berar:and 1. robably joined the fP
which begun about 1! to be conspicuous.

The discontents «. © were kept one ihe
of a British force, and = had thus - qle 1
g the country to the ay Bayeo Pan 0otk
occurred to induce hir o sVt "he progr
been made, has howe, Sl the numb
g+=tdars, though still . al, nas beel, 1, the pod
natiol has been humt iits milita. ol reducq
war and previous years cwue and opposiion, however,
men’s minds ; the red. t the armies of Scindia, the
the Pindariics have n- ' the numbers of the soldiery:

truction of the smaller Juycerdars in Hindoostan has thrg
and their retainers back on their old country, and our havi
our irregular horse and formed our d¢ivil establishments bef
Row’s adherents were sufliciently depressed to come over

left most of them out of employ ; 8o that there are now two
armies ; the Marratta onc¢ and our own ; and three civil establi
Néna Furnavee'’s, Bajee Row's, and ours, within this one te

REVENUE.

The principle 1 adopted for the civil administration,
preserve unimpaired the pratice which I found estabhshed ;§
of my report ought to consist entirely of an actount of the:
system ; and although more chapges have been introduced
mtended, that will in fact occupy a very considerable portig
stutement which is to follow.

My information is derived, in a great measure, from
.2bundy reportg of the local officers, on revenue subje
adicial ones. from the answers of the same gentlemen to a g
.-eries, which T circulated about the end of last year. These
¢ forwarded, and T heg tn recommend them to attentité




A pad i valiue Coprten G o
., both on the points immediately in question, and
~wracter of the people; and those of Mr. Thackeray,

Ranee Bednore, have likewise considerable merit.
-f the former practice, 1 shall point out the changes
«d; and as local opinions are always of use, I shall
ons a3 occur to me on the course to be pursued
the want of general knowledge, as well as of ex-
ispartments to which they refer, may often make

‘neous.

point of view we examine the Native government in

'rst and most important feature is, the division into
hips. ’ These conmunities contain in miniature, all
. state within themselves, and are almost sufficient
nembers, if all other governments were withdrawn,

not. eompatible with a very good form of govern-

' excellent remedy for the imperfections of a bad
it the bad effects of its negligence and weakness ;
some harrier against it tyranny and rapacity.

- has a portion of ground attached tq it, which 1s com-
nagement of the inhabitants. The boundaries are
and jealously guarded. They are divided into fields,
"l are exactly known ; each field has a name, and is
1. when the cultivation of it has long been abandoned.

nImost entirely cultivators of the ground, with the
‘w traders and artisans that are required to supply
head of each village is the Patail, who has uudex
ralled & Chaugulla, and a clerk called a Coolkurnee.
12 village officers, well known by the name of the
These are the astrologer, the priest, the carpenter,

- » only ones who are concerned in the administration
are the Sonar, or Potedar, who 1s silver-smitl, and
~and the Mlar, who, 1in addition to various other
acts as watchman to the village. Each of these

' e or more individuals, according as their original

Village Governma

For a full account

—iched out. ‘The Mhars are seldom fewer than four of the constitution of

wre besides, where those tribes are numerous, very

a village, see Captain
Robertaon's letter of

' Beels or Ramoossees, employed also as watchmen, March yth 1819,

-ne of the other duties of the Mhar.

re the most important functionaries in the villages,
108t Tuportant class in the country.  They hold their
rom the government (generally {rom that of the
‘ted in virtue of it to lands and fees, and have various
! dislinetions, of which they are as tenacious as of

Patail



1}';‘:3 t-h.cir land. Their oftice and emoluments e '
+in the With the consent of the Government, but arc
’tt‘r‘:'“i* cases of extreme necessity, though a partner
-t the with a careful reservation of the superiority of
'ui““,',;,’ t\:ni;:; Patail is head of the Police, and of the administrau.. .
l")t;«nh ‘-illllc-lllliﬁ ‘lﬁ*h village ; but he need only be mentioned here as an
No.t.  In that capacity he performs on a small scale what :
collector does on a large; he allots the lands to such c.
uo landed property of their own, and fixes the rent
to pay: he collects the revenue for Government fr..
conducts all its arrangements with them, and
promote the cultivation and the prosperity of the -
vriginally the agent of the Government, he is now ro.
the representative of the rvots, and is not less nuseful
orders of the Government, than in asserting the righ
making kunown the wrongs, of the people.
~ Cooleurnuc, The Cooleurnee keeps the numerous records an!
Vide Captain Granta . : :
Report, August 174, Village.  The most important arc, 1st, the general 1o
description of all the village lands: 2d, the hist of heids,
name, size, and quality of each, the terms by which it is
name of the tenant, the rent for which he has agreed, and th
rent ever produced by the field : 3d, the list of all the iu
whether cultivators or otherwise, with a statement of the <
cach, to Government ; and the receipt and balance in the. a
each : 4th, the general statement of the instalments of reve:
have been realized : and, 5th, the detailed account where e
of revenue is shuwi under a scparate head, with the sec
balance on each. Besides the public records, he generally !
accounts of all the enltivators with each other, and w
creditors,—acts as a notary public, 1 drawimg up all th
ments ; and even conducts any private correspondence they .
tocarryon. He has lands ; but oftener fees allotted to him b
ment, from which he holds his appointment.
The Chaugulla acts under the orders of the Patail, a.

~rnila.
him in his duties ; he also has the care of the Coolenrnee’s »

The most important revenue duty of the Mhar is o w:
toundaries, both of the village lands and of each indivii--.
that they are rot encroached on;to give evideneo
rhey are disputed ; he watches over crops, whether cu
- 'ong as they are in the fields. He¢ is also the puw

wnd guide ; and will be mentioned vgain us « imost
v the Police.

e Poutedar, besides beig the village silver-so; -
paid, cithor to Govermuent. or to individual-

Shman,



we luw exeeptions alrcady mentioned, all the villogers are
and these, as there are few labourers, are distinguished by
into two classes, that of Meerassees or landed proprietors,
oprees, or farmers.
jps particularly directed to attend to the tenurcs of lsud, I Meerasaces, orla,
ish th - inf s sinv . edproprietors,No. 7 A
n the Collectors to furnish the requisite information; captain  Robertsen
wers have been received, but the enclosed Extracts, No. 7, dated March 9, 1813,
. g . . . B. Captain Briggs, dat.-
written on other subjects, sufficiently elucidate this ed Decr. 2nd 1818 .
. N . _— ) Captain  Pottinger,
hey are perhaps the more to be d(jpundc'd on, because all ;7P 57 15, 1809,
cept Captain Grant's and Captain Brigg’s 2nd letter, D. Captain Brigrs
b f e ] Ll b h' Id . ﬂ_ dated June 22, 15811
efore any guestion had been put, that could Infiuence 3n9 Captain Grant,
and that they are not produced by any speculations, but fﬁi%d gt 1517,
e Collectors, by the course of their ordinary business. =
of sale enclosed in Captain Robertson’s letter of March
- a clear light on the manner in which thie Meerassee tenure

ted by the peuvple and by the Government. The result of Ialo enciome report
ol the same aubject

ts, and of my own enquiries is, that a large portion of the drawn up by Capiain
*he proprietors of their estates, subject to the payment of g Macleod, from = the
18x to Quvernmeunt ; that their property is hereditary and EE;',*;L“*’EE lgcf:ﬁ&n;:i .
nd they are never dlspossessed,‘ while they pay their tax, cute in the Duftus,
then, thcy have for a long period (at least 30 years) the
- claiming their estate, on paying the dues of Government.

1 tax 1 fixed ; Lut the Jate Marratta Government loaded it
- impositions, which reducgd that advantage to a merc name ;-
~»ver was this from destroying the value of their estates,

sugh the Government touk advantage of their attachment,

wem pay considerallv more than an Oopree; and though

soragsdars were, in ordinary cases, obliged to make up tor

e payment of cach of their body, vet their lands were

nd geherally at 10 years’ purchase. This fact might lead
nose, that evep with all the exactions of the late Marratta

it, the share of the ryot must have amounted to more than

~roduce of the land ; Dbut experience shews that men will

estates, cven after becoming a losing concern, until they

- to part with them from absolute want, or until oppresston

w0 long, that the advantages of proprietorship, in better

+e “been forgotten. The Meerassdars are perhaps more
- than the Ooprees all over the Marratta country. In the

" am informed by Mr. Chaplin, that they do not exist at

icy Meerassdar, they are called Thulkuree about Poona.

2lnion prevaily throughout the Marratta countrv, that
‘1loo government, all the land was held by Meerassees:

prees were introduced, as the old proprietors sunk

++ tho o home lans,  Thig opinton is supported



Ooprees or Fatunr -

Village E3j enser.

by the “nat the greater pa- o low ey

Qoprees, are recorded in the vill: .3, us belonging
proprietors ; and affords, when « with circutstar
n other parts of the Peninsula, s - the light land
“¥ Menu ; astrong presumptiou - Revenue s
Hindoos (if they had an unitoru em) was fou

property in the soil.

All the land which does not belong to the Meera
Government, or those to whom Q(overnment has as.
property of the Zemindars in the soil has not been ir.
heard of, in the Marratta country.

The cultivated land belonging to Government, e
which it keeps in its own hands, to be managed by
was always let out to OQuprees, who bad a lcase ; with
~{ which their claim and duties expired.

These are all the tenures on which land was
regards the property of the soil. The assignments b:
its own revenue, or share of the produce, will be men:
It need only be observed, that in making these gran
transfer the share of a Meerassdar. Even Bajee Row
occasion for Mecrassee land, paid the price of it.

Such are the component parts of a village @ its tru- ..
vovernment will be explained hercafter; but there are so.
internal affairs still to be mentioned, The maintena:
Village Temple; its fixed and authorized pensions, and :
rities ; its ceremunies and religious festivals ; its alms to
cotertainments to guests, especially to Bramins and Fakec
sional amusements, tumblers, dancers, &c., its nuzzurs to su
offerings to the Patail and other village officers on ocecas:
dolence or congratulation; the expenses of the Patail on
affairs, and the fees of peons stationed in the village, entail
of expenses on the community, which, unless allowed for
Government revenue (which is very rare). are defrayed by
the village. This tax falls on the cultivators, especi
Meerassdar, and is a great source of profit to the Py
Coolcurnees. In general these expenses were in the pr
1-10th, or from that to 1-5th, to the public revenue. The
charges were called Solabad, or permanent. and were provi
permapent assessments ; and the rest Saudir Warrid, or
which were paid by extra assessments called Saudir Warri
these last were always liable to a scrutiny by the Mamlu
probably percerved.that all expensive charges against the
w: time fall on the Government. In addition to these, ver




-l as repairs of the village walls, the necessity of en-
ndies for defence, or of paying an enemy, or an

g - hearance, which 1t was beyond the means of a village

defra: . In this case, the village contracted a public debt

. . . . Village Debiu
nich w: Ciually paid by an annual assessment included in the

audir Warnid Futtee, and some times provided for by mortgages, or

nts of land on the part of the villagers. These grants were called =~ Villipe grant: o
.am Nishut F:omms; if they were so small as to be admitted, or b vl
tely 1o be adioitted by the Government, no rent was charged on

om; but if they were too large to be agreed to, or to escape ohser

tion, the revenuc was paid by all the other ryots, the creditor still

qoying them rent free : small grants were also made for Temple.

to Br which were always acquiesced in by the Government |
't the - < have never pretended to any property in the son
vond 1 :Les of the Meerassdars,
Th. ‘ivision, is a Turruf, composed of an indefinite number
Cvillag perhaps an addition of uninhabited mountain and o
wegt Jad ri: being no other land not included in some viliage). dﬁf“‘;ﬁ‘,‘;"'ﬁfﬁi‘f" 7o
. Turr: ler no particular officers; several of them wake a Minders, or Distii:
rguu- h is under a Daishmook or Zemindar, who performs
san! ons towards the Pergunna as a Patail towards the
lage. i' - assisted by a Daispandee, who answers to the Cool

-raee, and a Daischaugulla.  The Daishmook and Daischaugulla, like

» Patail and Changulla, are Marrattas. The Daispandee and Coo!
«yoee are Bramins : above thege officers there appear to have formerly

+n Sirdaishmooks and Sirdaispandees; but this order of things 1.
«t remembered ; though there 1s still one family of the ancieu
r Daishmooks extant, beside the Raja of Sattara, who extorteo
voooffice of Sir Daishmook from the Mogul. as a pretext for sonic
ction from the country. The only Sir Daispandces I have sheard
- are iy the Concan. There is also an Officer called Sir Canonngoe

Candeish, whose office probably corresponds with that of Sir
rispundee. There are other Officers still in existence in somc
‘wes, such as the Sir Patail, the Nargoond, &e, whose present
‘uctions mre too unimportant to promise any advantage from au
+ vestigation of their ancient condition. Tt is universally believed in
lie Marratta Country, that the Daishmooks, Daispandees, &c., were al:
“Ticers appointed by some former Government; aud it seems probable.

at they - the Revonue Officers of the Hindoo Governmeut ; that
epe OfF «ing hereditary, like most others under the Hindoos ;
ey Wh" gsession of too much knowledge and influence to be
S poss ‘he Mahoinedans ; who, though they appointed Dis-
et Off: -ailed themselves of the experience of the Zemindars,

sl allon s aem to settle with the Patails, explaining their proceed-



mgs to the more immediate Officer of Government. They vviw
often farmed out the whole Pergunna to the Daishmooks, who by this
means acquired so much aunthority iu some parts of the country, as to
e able, on the decline of the Mahomedan kingdoms in the Deccan
to maintain themsclves, for a time, in independence. The Marratta,
or rather the Bramin Governruent, was led by this conduet, and by
their embezzlements of the Public Revenue, almost to set aside the
employment of the Zemindars ; transacting all business directly with
the Patails, by means of its own Officers.  This change, though pro-
“bably produced by the policy and avarice of the Bramins, is consider-
cd to have been attended with beneficial effects, as delivering the
people from the oppressions and exactions of the Zemindars.

Long after the Zemindars cedased to be the principal Agents,
they were still mmade nse of as a check on the Mamlutdar; and no
accounts were passed, unless corroborated by corresponding accounts
from them ; but even this practice has been disused since the farming
. systen, except 1n the distant provinces of Guzerat and the Carnatic

These Officers still hold the lands and fees that were originally
assigned them as wages, and are still considered as servants of the
Government ; but the only duty they perform is to produce their old
Records, when required ; to settle disputes about land, by a reference
to those Records, and to keep e Register of all new grants and trans-
fers of property, cither by the Government, or by individuals. This
Register must however be very incomplete, as no man is obliged to
record his deed unless he choses. The Daishmook’s profits arc very
great ; generally, I am told, above five per cent, not only on the
Revenue, but on the land ; five ucres in each hundred, for example.
will belong to the Daishmook, and a twentieth of the collections be.
sides ; he has also various claims in kind, as a pair of shees every
year from each shoe-maker ; o portion of ghee fmm those who make
that preparation, &c., &e.

The Daishmook of Futton haseven 25 per cent, hut having been
for centuries Jageerdar of his own Pergunna, he has probably transfer-
red a great deal from the Government account to his own. The al-
lowunces of the Daispandee are about hall those of the Duishmook.
The allowances of the Patail and Coolcurnee are cxactly of the same
natare, but much smaller.  All these fees are levied by the owners,
distinct from the Government Revenue. Daishmooks aud Dais-
pandess, as well as Patails and Coolcurnees, sell their own land and
fees (or Wurtun, as both nre called); but neither pretends to any
property iu the rest of the jands. It seems to he thought, that they
cannot eveu sell their (Mlices. (though Patails and Coolanrnees cat



oud 10 s even doubtful, if they can sell their fees, thougli they niw
vawn them.  Their land they can certainly sell
A number of Pergunnahs formerly composed a Sircar; but this
siivision 1s now completely disused ; and that into Pergunnahs and
Currufs, though still kept up in records, is not always the real Reve-
e division. To explain this cornpletely, would lead me into the
-omplicated system of the Marrattas, which 1s the less “necessary, as
ih.at system is now, as far as possible, laid aside. An idea of the divi-
wns to which it leads, and which vary in different places, may be
i-rived from the following account of one of the simplest cases.

The first pretension of Sewajee was to levy from the Ryots, as
i1 Daishmook, 10 Rupees for every hundred levied by the Govern-
ment. This was afterwards followed by a demand of a fourth of the

rovernment collections, which at length was yielded by the Moguls.
"he fourth thus acquired, is called by the Marrattas the Choute; it
~as immediately divided by the Prince with his Mimsters and Sirdars.
« fourth of it was at first reserved for the Raja, and collected by the
“rittee Nidhee, the Paishwa, and the Punt Suchem, nnder the name
* Baubtee. 6 per cent on the whole Choute, before the deduction of
lie Baubtee, was given under the name of Sahotra to the Punt
ichemi.  The remainder of the Choute, under the name of Mokassa,
- ag partitioned among the Sirdars, on condition of maintaining troops,
-1 bearing certain expenses, and of paying a certain portion of money
iy the treasury. The Sir Daishmokee shared the same fate, and from
‘liese funds some Eunams were also granted, and some charities defrayed.

Subsequently to the acquisition of the Choute, the remaining

‘heee fourths of the country, (which is called Jageer, in contradistine-
on to the Choute) fell also into the hands of the Marrattas. The
tivision then stood as follows :

Supposing the Government shar:

Sir Daishmookee 40
(iovernment Revenue e 4400
Viz. Choute, or fourth ... . 100
rf’&,.r‘.“'.)‘ - XK e L - 3{,('

Total with Sirdaishmookee 110

Subdivisions of Choute.

l Fh 15-5--'

~1 b

TR

Mol

Totul Choute ... 100

Marratta syotem
Revenue.

Sir Daiskicakee.

Choute,

Bau-

Saliot

Mockas-a



farratta  Officers
fevenue.

ons of Mool
-‘Llil()ifa, 6 }’L'l' Ll 0 the WhO]e (.¢
By Mokassa

Total Mokassa ... 72

This gives but an imperfect idea of the numerous subdivisicns

which have been made in most parts of the country. Some were
assigned to Jageerdars, and their separation from the bulk of the
Revenue was thus necessarily perpetuated ; but even where they all
fell into the bands of the Government ; it still kept them up in name,
and sometimes even in practice. Thus one man would sometimes
collect the Sirdaishmookee ; another the Jageer duwes;a third the
Mokassa ; a fourth the Baubtee, and a fifth the Sahotra, on the same
village. In this case tlic holder of the Jageer would settle the sum
to be paid by the village ; the Mokassadar would send and collect
Liis share from the ryots ; but the other claimants would allow the
holder of the Jageer to collect the rest, and pay to each his share,
the amount of which each would ascertain from the village acecounts.
But when there was a defalcation, each endeavoured to collect his
own, and throw the loss on his neighbour, and a general struggle
ensued, in which the ryots were sure to suffer from the violence of
the combatants. Iu addition to this distribution of the Revenue,
varions causes broke up the Pergunnas, and made the Marratta
Revenue divisions exceedingly scattered and intermixed.

Their gradations of authority departed as far fromn the uniformity
of the Mahomedans, as their divisions of the Territory. In general,
cach Revenue division was under an Officer, who in o large district
was called Mamlutdar, and in a small one Camavisdar ; under these
Turrufdars or Carkoons, who bhad charge of a considerable number of
villages ; and under them Shaikdars, who had four or five. The
nomination of the Mamlutdars rested with Government ; that of the
inferior agents with the Mamlutdar. Tberc were however in every
division permanent Officers called Durrukdars, appointed by Govern-
ment, and gencrally hereditary, whose signuture was necessary to all
papers ; and who were bound to give information of all malpractices
of the Mamlutdars. These Officers were the Dewan, whg was the
deputy to the Mamlutdar, the Furnavees, or keeper of registers, the
Potenavees or cash accountant, &e. 7

In some proviuces, especially in remote ones, such as Candeish,
Guzerat and the Carnatic, there was an Officer between the
Mamlutdars and the Goverament, who was called Sir Soobehdar ; his
powers and duties varied. In the Carnatic he was answerable for the
Revenue, and appointed his owvn Mamlutdars ; but in Candeish be



~aid only a general superintendence ; every Mamlutdar- giving in his

own accounts, and making his payments direct to Government. The

allowances of these Officers were not very clearly fixed ; before the

introduction of the farming system, a considcrable Mamlutdar had

3,000 or 6,000 Rupees a year, generally about one per cent. on the

Revenue, besides an undefined allowance for his expenses. He also .
made large unauthorized profits, often with the connivance of Gov- g?;;;f;‘ﬁ R
vrnment, He was reckoned reasonable, if his whole profits did not sue
#xceed 5 per cent on the net revenue.

Every Mamlutdar, on his appointment, or at the commencement

of the year, received from Government an estimate of the revenue of e

. o . ote—Captain M
bis district ; with a list of all the authorized charges, including Leod's paper, and
Sebundees, pensions, religious expeunses, salaries, &c, & It was his S;‘?ff,‘;ug“i‘;iﬁ“"“
duty to send in the balance to Government ; and a proportion of it,
generally Lalf, was paid immediately ; the rest was paid by instal-
ments, but always in advance. The Mamlutdar then proceeded to
his district, and moved about to superintend his offices, and to
redress grievances ; he kept a Vakeel at Poona to reccive all orders,
and answer all complaints. Complaints are said to have been readily
heard ; but as all was done by the Prince, or bis Prime Minister, that
must have depended on their leisurc and patience. At the end of the
vear, the Mamlutdar presented his accounts of the collections, con
firmed by the accounts signed by the Zemindars, and the receipts and
expenditure in his own office, drawn up by the Furnavees, and signed
by the other Durruckdars. These were carefully revised ; and, as
from the mode of payment in advance there was generglly a halance
in favor of the Mamlutdar ; all unauthorized charges were struck oul
of it: and often reductions were made on account of supposed
embezzlements, without much proof or investigation. The admitted
balance was carried on in account from year to year, was some
times compromised hy partial payments, by grants of annuitic |
&c., but, was seldom fully paid. On the other hand, all balancec
due to the Government were exacted; though the Mamlutdar
was not bound to pay the swn inserted in his estimaie, i
the veceipts fell short of it. If the defalcation was owing to corruption
on his part, he was obliged to refund ; and if to hus negligence, he was
removed from his office.  Though, in this adjustment of accounts, all
advantages appear to be on the side of the Government; yet the
Mamlutdars do not appear to have complained, or to have suffered
much in reality. They had probably many ways of making money.
which eluded the utmost researches of the (Government, especially as
they could generally find means to cngage the Zemindars and
Durruckdars on their side. The sources of their profit were conceal-
ment of receipts (especially fees, fines, and other undefined colier



Land Revenue,

#,) false charges f.. ~»sions, false . s, DOR-PayIy-
sions, and other frauds 11: expenditure.

The grand source of their profit was an extra assessment -

‘Le revenue, which was called Sander Warrid Puttee. It was levid
to pay expenses of the district not provided for by Government, and
naturally afforded a great field for peculation; one of the chief of
thesc cxpenses was called Durbar Khurch, or Untust. This was
originally applied secretly to bribe the Ministers and auditors. By
degrecs, their bribes becane established fees, and the account was
audited hke the rest ; but as bribes were still required, another in-
crcase of collection took place for this purpose ; and as the auditors
and accountants did not search minutely into these delicate transac-
tions, the Mamlutdar generally collected much more for himself, than
he did for his patrons. It was said, that it was chiefly the Govern-
ment that suffered by these frauds, and that the imposts did not fali
heavy on the Ryots. If this were so, it was probably owing to the
interest the Mamiutdars had in the prosperity of their districts, from
the long periods for which they were allowed to hold th-n  Many
men held the same district for as long as 50 years.

The following was the manner in which the Man ised
the Revenue from his district. At the beginning of the + sent
for tho Patail ; enve Luin & general assurance, that he sho Le Mo

more than was usual; the Patails giving a written engagement,
specifying the quantity of cultivated land, the quantity of waste, and
that granted at a just rent to new settlers, and promising to realize
ihe Revenue. He then went to his village, encouraged the Ryots to
cultivate, procured them loans, or forbearance from former creditors,
promised to get them Takauvee (or advances from the Mamlutdar),
and prevailed on them to undertake the ploughing of new lands.

‘Taknauvee was given by the Mamlutdar, not by the Government ; it

was payable in 2 or 3 years, with interest, and security was given by
the Patail, or several of the Ryots.

About the end of one year, when the principal harvest was nearly
ready to be cut, the Mamlutdar moved out into his district and was
attended by the Patails of villages, with their Coolcurnees, who laid
before him the papers already enumerated. The whole country has
heen surveyed, and each field classed and assessed according to its
areumstances and qualityv. The Northern districts were surveyed
by Mullick Umber, and the Sountbern by the Adil Shauhee, Kings,
besides partial and imperfect attempts at surveys by the Marrattas,
The assessnuent fixed by those Monarchs is called the Tankha. The
whole amount thus assessed was never actually realized in some
villages, while in others a greater revenue may have been collected.



This gave 11s¢ w aunthor tate, beyg the highest ever paad, which s
called the Kamil or Hemaul, and which is considered more applicable
to practical purposes than the Tunkha : that of the last year, or of
any recent year, is called the Wussool, or Akar, All these rates are
contained in the.Coolcurnce’s papers, with the other particulars men-
tioned before, which ought to give & full view of the state of the in-
habitants and cultivation. The Mamlutdar was enabled, by the
mtimate knowledge of the village possessed by his Shaikdars, to judge
of the adturacy of these statements, and he proceeded to settle the
Revenue of the ensuing season, on a consideration of the amnount paid
in former years, combined with a regard to the actual state of things.
The Patail represented any ground there was for relaxation, in the
terms in which he expected the support of the Daishmook and
Daispandee ; all hereditary officers being considered as connected with
the Ryots. The Patail was likewise accompanied by some of the
principal Ryots, especially of the Mecrassdars, who were witnesses to
his proceedings, and who alzo assisted him with their opinions.  These
discussions gencrally ended i a second more particular agreement, on
which the Patail interchanged with the Mamlutdar an engagement,
fixing the Revenue: that of the Mamlutdar was called the Jum-
ntabundee Puttec, and that of the Patail, Kabool Kectba. The
Patails had generally settied with the Ryots the share which each was
o bear, beforc he came to make the scttlements; aud if any thing
nexpected was proposed, so as to derange the distribution agreed on,
he returned to his village, to consult the Ryots anew. When the
Catail countinued obstinately to reject the terms offered by the
vlamlutdar, a special officer was sent to the spot to examine the fields,
nd 1f no other means succeeded in effecting an adjustment, the
dainlutdar would offer what seems to have_been_ the original priu-
Siple in_all settlements, namely, for Government to take half, and
- ave half to the cultivater.  This plan was termed Bhattye. It is.

~nerally adopted in the Concan, but seldom resorted to above the
-:hants, until the final settlement was made ; the crops in many parts
. the country were kept in charge of Havildars on behalf of Govern-
qient, who allowed themn to be carried off as soon as the settlemer
vas completed.  In the country immediately round Poona, howes ..
.nd in that now under Sattara, this custom was not observed.

When the time for paying arrived, a Schundy was sent by il
~haikdar to assist the Patail.  The Mbar summouned the Ryots, wh.
paid their rent to the Patail, in the presence of the Potedar, wh
~sayed and stamped the mouey ; and of the Cooleurnee, who grant. ..
 receipt.  When all was collected, the Patail sent it bysthe Mk,
+ith a letter to the D&ishmook, and another to the Kamavisdar, und. -
. harge of the Chaugulla, and received a receipt from the Mumnlutda:
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tiesoese articles at a certain rate ; this was generally commuted
ncy payment : Luggun Tukka, a tax on marriages : Paut Daur.,
-ticular tax on the marriage of widows : Mhys Puttee, a tax
-oes @ Bukra Puttee, a tax on sheep.  There were also oceasion
4 dations in kind, called Fug Furmanesl, such as bullocks’ hi
~ul, hemp, rope, ghee, &e., which were often commuted for fix
cov payments; many other sums were paid in commutation -
All these collections were made by the Patal in su
. -, though 1n towns there was a separate officer to levy the
picst connected with the land.  Government had other sowmeis
revenue included in the Sawaee Jumma in cach village, besides 1
~numerated.  The principal were as follows : Khamaws, Goonahy.
ree, or Kund Furshee, as fines and forfeitures, Beitool Maul (Echea
mmonnt (profit from deposits and temporary sequestrations }: Wanei
paid by cattle grazing on government land : Ghay Kuttar
cut on government lands : Devustant Dubiiec, derived h
to idols : Khurboozwarree, on melon gardens on the Leds
besides all this, and besides the Gaum Khurch, or villi.
.~, there were taxes to defray the Mehel Saudir Warrid, dists
5 not already provided for by Government, 1w which wo
.t many personal expenses of the Mamlutdars, and a large fu
_nbezzlement and corruption for himself’ and the courliers v
hefriended him.

In addition to all these cxactions, there were occasional Imipust fassaadive
“iops on extruordinary emergencics, which were called Justee Puttee, orcaril
ind Yoesloallee Pattee. HE tuse Lappened e Te continueY for several
vears they ceased to be considered as oceasional impositions, awd fell
ato the vecular Sawacee Jumma;y but until the introductinon of the

Farmin. 1, they are said to bave been as rare, = ©  ceasions
which .l the pretext for them.
| mges introduced by that system, ma. aeseribed  The Faming S
withor: dificulty, They were in fact rather - 'tions of te
e evi- 0 due anctent system, than any complete e nons, T

+Hee of Mammhutdar, mstead of being conferred as a favor on o per-
f experience and probity, who could be punished by removal, if
conduct did not give satisfaction, was put up to auction among !
Paishwa’s attendants, who were encouraged to bid high, and son
times disgraced, if they showed a reluctance to enter on this sort

speculation. Next year the same operation was renewed, and 1
district was generally transterred to a higher bidder. ( The Mamlut..
thus coustituted, had no thme for enquiry, and no motive for forbe:

ance; he let his district out at au cnhanced rate to under-farmc.

=1 vl the operation until 1t reached the Patals. 10



- officers farmed his own he b shsolute mastor

ry one in 1t.  No complan.. figtern md the Mamlutdar,
y was tormerly a cheek on sal, ac “ivernment was ol

the Mamlutdar, now afforded hu an exeuse o tyranny of bearing
the blame of hix exaciions. 1f the Pagail refused to farm the village
at the rate proposed, the case was perhaps worse, as the Mamlutdar’s
own officers undertook to levy the sum determined on, with less
knowledge and less mercy than the Patail; in either case, the actual
state of the cultivation was in cssentials entirely disregarded. A
man’s means of payment, not the land he occupied, were the scale on
which: he was assessed. No moderation was shewn in levying the
sum fixed, and every pretext for fine and forfeiture ;levery means of
rigor and confiscation, werc cmployed to squeeze the utmost out of
the people, before the arrival of the day, when the Mamlutdar was
to give up his charge : amidst all this violence, a regular account was
prepared, as if the settlement had been made in the most deliberate
manner. This account was of cowrse fietitious, and the collectious
were always underrated, as it enabled the Patail to lmpose on the
next Mamlutdar, and the Mamlutdar to deceive the Government and
his fellows.  The next Mamlutdar pretended so be deceived ; he agreed
to the wost moderate terms, and gave cvery encouragement except
Takkuvee (advances) to increase the cultivation; but when the crops
were on the ground, or when the end of his pertod drew ucar, he
threw oft' the mask, and plundered like his predecessor. In conse-
quence of this plan. the assessment of the land, being proposed carly
in the season, would b made with some reference to former practice,
and Saudir Wauritd aud other Putiees would accumulate, until the
time when the Mamlutdar came to make up his accounts; 1t wa.
that his exactions were most severcly felt; for he had a fixed -
coplete, and if the collections tell short of 1t, he portioned .-
balance among the exhausted villages, imposed a Jaste (Zeo
Puttec, or extra assessment, to pay it, and left the Patails to ex
on whatcver pretence, and by whatever means they thought prope:.
We are now suffering from this system, for as we have no true ac-
counts, and arc afraid to over-assess; we are obliged to be content
with whatever the people agree to. Captain Brigg’s colleetions in
Candeish, though willingly acceded to Ly the ryots, are yet much
heavier than any that appear in the accounts during the ten years of
oppression that have depopulated Candeish, Some places, no doubt,
esci o1 the oppressions of the farming system. Where a village
beio o to a mian of influence, or a favourite of such a man, the
attell light on him, and ke gained by the emigration of
'~ cusioned by the misfortunes of his neighbours,

above xources of revenue were collected by the village



cstablisbment ; the following wo Le hands of distinet officer
directly under the Government.

Zakaut, or customs.—This was a transit duty levied by the bullock  Cuastoms,

load ; but the rate varied in proportion to the valne of the article,
ihe highest was 8 rupees. [t was levied scparately in every district,
so that property was frequently liable to be stopped and searched.
To remedy this mmconvemence, there was a class called Hoondeckur-
recs in towns, who underiook for a single payment to pass articles
through the whole country. These men arranged with the farmers of
the customs, and were answerable to them for the sums due. In
addition to the trapsit duty, there was a tax of 12 per cent on the
sale of animals included iu the Zakaut.

2. The Government lands were another source of revenue not

included in the villages; they were divided into Shairee (cultivated
fields) ; Couvrums (grass lands) ; Baugh (gardens); and Awmbiao.
(orchards).

Goverpiaent 1. -

3. 'The sheep pastures.—This was a tax paid by the Killarries, =L -
or wandering shcpherds, for the right to teed their flocks on all waste
lands, from the Taptee to the Tovmbuddra.

4. Ramwa—A fee paid for leave to cut wood, in the forests 1.
belonging to Government.

5. Kotwallee—This may be called town duties; it coraprised, Town Duties.

besides the taxes included 1n Sewaec Jummed, a varicty of other
imposts, among which the most considerable was a tax of 17 per cent.
on the sale of houses,

. Tunksaul—The mint.

7. Wuttun Zubtee.—1roduce of lands belongii 1%, Sequestration.
sequestrated by Government.

Mint.

5. Nuzzur.—Fines, or fees paid on succession ir
a son succeeded his father, he was not liable to this s o o0, uudess
he were a Jageerdar, or other servant of Government. But i cas
of adoption, (that 1s, in almost all cases, except wherc a son succel
ed,) 1t was exacted from all persons.

L s wul Foew

The first six articles were always, or almost always, fuimed ; the
rest were not, The Zakaut, before the cession of Poona, produced
about 5 lacs of rupees : the sheep pastures about 25,000 rupees: the
mint at Poona yielded 10,000 rupees; the others were confounded
with the gencral receipts of the districts where they were situated.
The Wuttun Zubtee yielded 50,000 rupees. The amount of the
Nuzzurs was too fluctuating to be guessed at.

The Ketwallsset, in Naua Furnavees’s tune yielded 30,000
rupees  f which a great part was produced by money extorted t: -
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hownor, aholislied this pretest for extartn

from being approved by the hetter part -
articles were trifling.  Abkarry, which s -

not yield above 10,000 rupees. The use of spi

forbidden at Poona, and discouraged . .y wher
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Revenue according to the actual cu:

light ; to impose no new taxes ; and

aud unjust ;and ahoveall, to rnoake 1.

were, however, 11 it of the ne

foreign maxims - rnment ; but

of them were 1- YT
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niuch more uniform aud clew Hle e

dars were limited, and the sy Py A _ ‘
decidedly introduced in prin. ough ot eon nay be stll
secretly Jdeparted from, in The i ats in the
administration of the Revenu cment o are ‘han i the
rulers.  Faith is kept with th - more libera: nee is given
Lim in advance ; he is not hara- - oy false aeeusat o - = pretexts to
¢xtort money ; and lLis complaints tind a readier hearmg and redress,
Some of our alterations are less agrecable to all, or to particular
classes. We have more forms and more strictness than our pre-
decessors ; the power of the Patail is weakened by the greater inter-
ference of our Mamlutdars. His emoluments are injured by our re-
ductions of the Saudir Waurid ; and e¢ven the Royts, who were taxed
for his profit, arc made to feel the want of some of their charities and
arnusements ; winle they confonnd the consequent reductions of therr
pavizents with the general (uninution in the awessmeant, The



aracter of our Mamlutdars 15 not entirely what we could wish, as
> country was occupied before the Paishwa’s cause was desperate .
w of his adherents would venture to join us, and we were obliged to
-uploy suci _ersons as we could procure, without much regard to
eir merit.  In Poona and Sattara, the Mamlutdars are, nevertheless
-spectable servants of the old Government ; I have more doubts re-
ading those in Candeish, being chiefly either from the Nizam's
«ntry (which is notorious for bad Government,) or from Hindoostan.
have strongly recommended to all the Collecturs to take every
portunity to introduce servants of the former Government, b
ich time must elapse before this can bhe entirely accomplished.
\n impurtant change 1s made by the introduction of some me,
from the Madras provinces: though very anxious to employ
the Revenue Officers of the Marratta Government in general;
thought it desirable to have a very few of our oldest subjects, as weli
from general policy, in a new conquest, as to introduce sorne model-
of system and regularity. As cach-Collector was to have two principa!
Officers, to check each other, I thought it would coutribute to thai
ubject, and answer other ends, to have one of them from the Madras
Provinces. QGeneral Munro was also obliged to bring a very greut
proportion of persons of this deseription into the ecountry under his
harge. - They are more active, more obedient to orders, more exact
‘] methodical than the Marrattas; but they introduce forms of
~peet for their immediate superiors quite unknown here, while they
vw much less consideration for the great men of the country ; and
more rough, h'n\h, and ingolent in their general demcanour. It
hit he worth whilu to consider, how much of these charucteristies
cv owe to us, aud how much to the Mussulmans.

The dutics of the Mamlutdars are', to superintend the collection
the Revenue, to manage the Police, to receive Civil and Criminal
tnplaints, referring the former to Punchayets and sending up the
ater to the Collector.  They have a Scrishtadar, who keeps their

cords, an accountant, and somec other assistants. The pay of a A dfutt:ililed explana.
: . - . tin o e operations
camlutdar is from 70 to 150 rupees a inonth, and that of a Serish- jf he Collontors wil
lar from 83 to 50. The systems adopted by all the Collectors, were be found in Mr. Chap

lin's Instructions to

iounded on the Marratta practice, though varying from it, and from his  Sub-Collectors,
each other, in some particulars, The foundation for the assessment | e“d"“d in bis lettar

in all was the amount paid by each village in times when the people Capta.m Brigg's letter
dated June 23rd,

considered themselves to have been well governed.  Deductions were 1319, Captain Grant's
made from this in proportion to the diminution of the enltivation, and letter duted  August
17th, 1819. Captain

afterwards further allowances werc made on any specitic grounds Robertson's letter of
o~ \ . August  28th, and
alleged by the Ryots.  The amount to he paid was partitioned among & Captain Poltingor

the Ryots, by the village officers; and if all wevre satisfied, Puttahs Instructions to "M,
Wilkins in his letter

wre given, and the settlement was ended. of August 50th,



All the Collectors abolished ).
aving no reference to the land or uiic
Vaurid, doing away all exactions on  tha,
rcessary fur the village expenses. Ca)r .
1e Sandir Waurid Puttec altogether, and deimycd the ullag;e ¢
-mges fromn the Government revenue, limiting the amount to 4 p- -
-nt on the gross Jumma. The expediency of this arrangement
swever doubtful, both as to the close restriction of the expense, a:
i:> laying it on Government : all paid great attention to the cireuw:
wnces of the Ryots, and made thcir assessment studiously ligl.
here were however some points of difference in their proceeding-
fr. Chaplin and Captain Grant contented themselves with ascertai
vy the extent of the land under cultivation, by the information
«ghbours, aud of rival village officers, aided by the obsefvation
tetr own servants.  Captain Pottinger and Captain Robertson L.
he lands of some villages measured, bat only in cases where thi
wspected frauds ; and Captain Briggs began by a measurement of th.
“hole cultivation, either of Gungterry alone, or of both that, a.
andeish,  All the Collectors kept up the principle of the Ryotw..
~1tlement, and some carried it to a greater extent thau had be.
~ual with the Marrattas. Mr. Chaplin aud Captain Pottinger, aft
ttling with the Patail for the whole village, settled with each Rut:
uel gave him a Puttah for his field. Captain Crant and Capta,
lobertson settled with the Patail and gave him a Puttah, but fr
scertained the amount assessed on each Royt, and enquired if |
wug satisfied with it ; and Captain Briggs, though he settled for oo -
ooid, did it all with the Patail. taking an engagement from him to «
lain at the end of the year, how much he had levied on each Ryot
This rcfers to the settlement with the villages : the customs ha.
ceen farmed on account of the difficulty of preparing a Tariff, ar
- superintending the introduction of & new systein, while the Colle
ors were so fully occupied in other matters. No complaints are mac
~om which it inay be inferred, that the present system, if not proti:
‘ble to Government, is not oppressive to the people. The excmptio
-t our camp dealers have been done away; the original motive
e (bu prevent disputes betweeu our people wund the Puishwa
*now no longer in force.  The exemption made no difference
- of articles to the truopn, though 1t attorded a pretence
atds tn the customs. The ondy good cffect it had, was 1.
~alers to the cainpr bazars ; but the excmption from taxe:
cantouments, und lrom the customs also when on servic
expected to be suffcient to retain them,
The sheep pastures are still o Jistinet farm, but the arran
o tncouvenient, from the want of watherity in the |



slectors over @ (lerds entering their disbricts, that I propose
'ter 1t

None of the taxes called Kotwallee arc now levied, they havi-
ther been done away or suspended by Bajee Row. If they shou!

rove only to be suspended, the unexceptionable enes ought,
i ssible, to be restored,

The Abkarec, I would recommend keeping in its present [
tate, by prohibitions, or by very heavy taxes.

The mint is still farmed, but this should be clhanged, as soon
. system regarding thec colnage has been resolved on.

The other taxes require no particular remark. The tux

-loptions ought to be kept up, as one that is little felt, and .
-ttended with advantages in recording successions,

POLICE axp CRIMINAL JUSTICE.

THE Marratta system of Police is that common in the Deccan, “ulégm"t“ Rysten
.hich has already been too fully describied to require a minute account.

The Patail is responsible for the Police of his village. He is Village Police.
+ded by his Coolkurnee and Chaugulla, and when the occasion
vquires it, by all the inhabitants, His great and responsible assistant®
- matters of Police is the village watchman, who is called the Talarree
. the Caruatic, the Mhar in the Marratta country, and the Jagla in
'andeish ; in the first-named district he is by caste a Beder, in the
~cond a Dher, and in the third a Beel. Though there is only an
Nlowance for one watchman in a village, the family has generali.
sranched out into several numbers, who relieve and aid each other
he duties. The duties are to keep watch at night, to find out o
rrivals and departures, observe all strangers, and report all suspiciov

~vrsons to the Patajl. The watchman is likewise bound to know th
«haracter of each man in the village, and in the event of a theft con.

mitted within the village bounds, it is his husiness to detect the thic

He is enabled to do this by his early habits of inquisitivenoss ar:i
observation, as well as by the nature of his allowance, which being
partly a small share of the grain and similar property belonging to
each house ; he is kept always on the watch to ascertain his fees, and
always in motion to collect them. When a theft or robbery happens,
the watchman commences his inquiries and researches; it is very
common for him to track a thief by his footsteps ; and if he does this
to another village, so as to satisfy the watchman there; or if be
otherwise traces the property to an adjoining village, his responsibility
ends, and it is the duty of the watchman of the new village to take
up the pursuit. The last village to which the thief has been clearly

JE
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itchman is obliged to make up this amount as far as his means ;»
nd the remainder is lovied on the whdm village. The exaction
nis indemnity is evidently unjust, since the village might neither !
‘e to prevent the thett, nor to make up the loss ; wnd it was on
1 particular cases, that it was insisted on to its full extent ; but so.

“ne was generally levied ; and neglect, or connivance was punisl.

i-v transferring the Enam of the Patail, or watchmay, to his near

~~lation, by fine, by imprisonment in irons, or by severe corpore

inishment. This respohsibility was necessary ; as, besides the us:
mptation to neglect, the watchman is often himself a thief, and t!
‘atail dispueed to harbour thicves, with a view to share their prohi:

This peculiar temptation in case of theft has madc that oftenos to i
- ost noticed ; in other crimes, the village has less interest in co.

:vance, and probably is sufficiently active Vit viss negligenoe

hese cases al.o would bave becn pum-! -overnment.
ave mentioned, that besides the reg rchmen, oth:
vere often entertained from the plund.: +hbor:
~od.  Their business was to assist in 1) nd to o
i the apprehension of all otlo+.!ors, bu Jepred-.
' ons by their own tribes, i sid 01 hen ar
]l oceur. ‘

TLe Patail was under - e aut fer, tl..
¢ WaS A8 A ICVenue one,— 1’ alutd. bne san
-Jemts in this department the < Juc Maaiutdar so -
‘hat all villagers acted in c mnd wii! ner activity ; aud whe
‘liere was a Sirsoobehdar, ! the sau,r  :perintendence over t:
“amlutdars. These office: ‘|so considerable establishments :
‘uaintain the tnnqmlllty of Jistricts. These wer the Sebw
ties, or trregular infantry, aud wie small parties of hor-  ich wo
‘ept in every district: they were, however, empl: » oppu
-injence, and to support the village police, not to di ~fende:
NVith the Mamlutdar also rested all geunerul arrung. with 1!,
aefs of Beels, or other predatory (+ihes, either for ng fre.
iunder themselves, or for asei:' check R NP
‘lamnlutdar had great discretion: R, Al al wor
'L hesitate to seoure a suspected |- ‘ ure th.
“med neccerary to maintain the- hich !
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The confusions in the commencement of Bajee Row's reign, the Alterations e
veakness of his own government, the want of employment for adven- 22 R~
curers of all kinds, and the effects of the famine, greatly deranged the
ystem of police; and to remedy the disorders into which it fell, an office
+ag instituted, under the name of Tapposnavees; the special duty of puposavecs.
» hich was to discover and seize offenders. The Tapposnaveesses had
Jistricts of different extent, not corresponding with the usual revenue
+ivisions, and only comprehending those portions of the country,
here the services of such officers were thought to be most required.
i'hey had a jurisdiction entirely independent of the Mamlutdars, and
qad a body of horse and foot, which was the principal instrument of
rtieir administration. They had also Rarnocosses and spies, whom
‘hey employed to give information; and on receiving it, they went
+1th a body of horse to the village where the theft happened, and
roceeded to seize the Patail and the watchmen, and to demand the
ihief, or the amonnt of the property stolen, or the fine which they
‘hought proper to impose, if the offence were any other than theft.

'he detection of the offender, they seem to have left in general to the
rdinary village police. It may be supposed, that such a violent pro-
ceding, and one so foreign to the ordinary system, could not fail to
lash with the former institutions, and accordingly there were con-

tant and loud complaints by the Mamlutdars and villagers, that the

I'apposnaveesses were only active in extorting money under false ac-

. ugsations, and that robbers rather flourished ander their protection.

T'he Tapposnaveesses, on the other hand, complained of indifference,
onnivance, and counteraction, on the part of the villagers and

~evenne officers. |

(Great abuses, it must be mentioned, are stated to have at all Abuses
1mes existed, even under the regular system.  Criminals found refuge
1t one district, when chased out of another ; some Jageerdars and
Zemindars made a trade of harbouring robbers; and any offender, it

« gaid, could purchase his release, if he had money enough to pay for
1i.  False accusations were likewise made a cloak to exaction from
the innocent; and villagers were obliged to pay the amount of plun-
dered property, in the loss of which they had no share, and for which
the losers received no compensation. There cannot be a stronger
proof of the enormous abuses to which the former police was liable,
than is furnisbed by an occurrence in the city of Poona, under the
eye of Government, in the days of Nana Furnavees. There was at
that time a Cutwall, called Ghasce Ram, a Native of Hiwdoostan,
who was much trusted, and rose to great eminence. This man was con-
“icted of having for many years employed the powers of the police in
nuurders and oppressions, which the Natives illustrate by stories far
beyond belief ; hiz guilt was at length detected, and excited such



- lice of Poona.,

Criminal  Justice
nder the Marrattas,

"By whom adminis-
wed,

L

wlignation, that though a  Bramin wag decidi i to punish hi
~apitally ; he was therefore led thougii the city, on a camel, and the:
‘handoned to the fury of the populace, whom this exposure h:
assembled, and by them stoned to death,

In Bajee Row's time 9,000 rupees a month was allowed to th
officer who had charge of the police at Poona : from this he had 1.
maintain a very large establishment of peons, some horse patrol:-
and a considerable number of Ramoossees ; besides being answeral
for the amount of property plundered, whenever the Paishwa thought
proper to call on him. Still his appointment was reckoned lucrative,
as the pay of his establishment was very low, and both he and they
derived much profit from unavowed exactions The police however
was good ; on the whole, murders or robberies, attended with violence
and alarm, were very rare ; and I have never heard any complaints of
the insecurity of property.

Next to the prevention of crimes and the apprehension of crimi-
nals, comes the manner in which offences, &c., are tried and punished :
in this are involved the authorities competent to try, the forms of
trial, and the law by which guilt is defined, and punishment awarded.

The power of administering criminal justice, under the Marratta
Government, was vested in the revenue officers, and varied with their
rank, from the Patail, who could only put a man for a few days in
the village Chokie, to the Sirsobedar, who in latter days had th
power of life and death. Formerly this power was confined to person
invested with the full powers of Government, by being intrusted wit
the Mootallikie Seal, and to great Military Chiefs, in their ov.
avmies, or their own Jageers.

The right of inflicting punishment, was however extremei.
undefined, and was exercised by each man, more according to h.
power and influence, than to his office. One Patail would flog au:
fine, and put 1n the stocks for many weeks; and another would 1
even venture to imprison. Most Mamlutdars would hang
Ramoossee, Beel, or Maug robber, without a reference ; and those ar
distance would exercise their power without scruple, while the highe:

vil officers, if at Poona, would pay the Paishwa the attention «
pplying for his sanction in a capital case. A Chief was thought t.
-ve anthority over his own troops and servants, wherever he wa.
“ndia, while he affected to act under the Paishwa, put many of hi
tiefs and ministers, (oven Bramins) who had been accused of plots
- death. At Puona Appa Dessye, in 1813, while completely in th
wshwa’s power, blew away one of his Sirdars from =« gun, for eon
iracy against him, and was never questioned, though the executic:.

ok place within o mi'e of Poona



T'here was no preseribed fortn of trial. A prinoipal rebel; o1 a
head of banditti, would be excuted at once, on the ground of notorie-
ty ; any Beel, caught in a part of the country, -where the Beels were
plundering the road, would be hanged immediately. In doubtful
~ases, the chief authority would order some of the people about him,
to enquire into the affair, The prisoner was examined, and if
suspicions were strong, he was flogged to make him confess. Witpesses
were examincd, and a summary of their evidence, and of the state-
ment of the accused, were always taken down in writing. They were
sumetimes confronted with the accused, in the hope of shaming or
perplexing the party whose statement was false ; but this was by no
means necessary to the regularity of the proceedings. The chief
anthority would generally consult his officers, and perhaps employ a
committee of them to conduct an enqguiry ; but I should doubt whether
Punchayets: were ever génerally employed in eriminal trals, though
mentioned by Captain Grant to have beer so in the Sattara country.

In erimes against the state, the Prince made such enquiries, or
directed his Ministers to make such as seemed requisite for his own
safety, and gave such orders regarding the accused, as their case seem -
ed to require. Torture was cmployed to compel confession, and
disclosure of aceomplices.

Trials of this sort were naturally considered in a despotic
Government as above all law, but even in common criminal trials, no
law seems ever to be referred to, except in cases connected with re-
ligion, where Shastrecs werc sometimes consulted. The ouly rule
scems to have been the custom of the country, and the magistrate’s
notice of expediency. The Hindoo law was quite disused, probably
owing to its absurdity ; and although cvery man is tolerably ucquaint-
ed with its rules in evil cases, I do not believe any one but the very
learned has the least notion of its criminal enactments.

The following were the customary punishments. Murder, unless
attended with peculiur atrocity, appears never to have been capital,
and was usually punished by fine. Highway robbery was geaerully
punished with death, because it was gencrally committed by Jow
people ; for & greater distinction was made in the punishment, ou ac-
count of the caste of the eriminal, than the pature of the crime. A
man of tolerable caste was seldom put to death, except for offences
against the State. In such cases birth seems to have been no protec-
tion. Wittojee, the full brother to Jeswunt Row Holkar, was trample!
to death by an elephant for rebellion, or rather for heading a gang of
predatory horse. Syajec Atolee, a dispossessed Jageerdur, was blown
away from a gun, for the same offence ; yet it is well observed hy
Me Chaphu, thar treason and rebellion were thought less of than

Trvi
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with us. This originated in a want of steadiness, v of seviny
the Government. When it suited a temporary couvenience, an
commodation was made with & rebel, who was immediately restor:-.
not only to safety, but to faver. Balkishen Gungadhur received .
Jageer for the same insurreetion, for which Wittojee Holkar was p
to death. Wisswas Row Ghatky, who headed a large body of plundc-
ing horse, and was cut up by the Duke of Wellington at Mankaisi
was treated with much favour by the Paishwa :-but Abdulla Khan.
relative of the Nabob of Savanore, who committed the same offel
at a subsequent period, was blown away from a gun. The oth
punishments were hanging, beheading, cutting to pieces with sword:.
crushing the head with a mallet. Punishments, thongh public, we:-
always executed with little ceremony or form. Bramin prisone
who could not be executed, were poisoned, or made away with, L
deleterious fuod ; bread made of equal parts of flour and salt was o
of those. Women were never put to death: long confinement, 2.
the cutting off the nose, ears, and breast, were the severest puni:t:
ments inflicted on them. Mutilation was very common, and the pe
son who had his hand, foot, ears or nose cut off, was twmned loose -
soon as the sentence was executed, and left to his fate. Imprison
ment in hill forts, and in dungeons, was common ; and the prisoner
unless they were people of consideration, were always neglected, an
sometimes allowed to starve. Prisoners for theft were often whipp:
at intervals, to make them discover where the stolen property w.
hidden. Hard labour, in building fortifications especially, ‘was nc-
unknown, but ltke most ignominious punishments was confined r
the lower orders. Branding with a hot iron is directed by the Hind.
law, but I do not know that it was practised. Flogging with
martingale was very common in trifling offences, such as petty theft:
&c. * But the commonest of all punishments was fine and confiscatic
of goods, to which the Mamlutdar was so much prompted by hi
avarice, that it is often difficult to say, whether it was inflicted as ti:
regular punishment, or merely made use of as a pretence for gainiv:
wealth. On the one hand it seems to have been the Marratta prac
tice to punish murder, especially if committed by 2 man of good cast.
by fine ; but on the other the Mamlutdars would frequehtly releas:
Beel robbers, contrary to the established custom, and even allow then.
to renew their depredations, on the payment of a sum of money. No
other punishment, it may be averrcd, was ever inflicted on a man
who could afford to pay a fine; and, on the whole, the criminal
~ystem of the Marrattas vzas in the last state of disorder and corruption.
Judging from the lrapunity with which crimes might be com-
oitted under a system of criminal justice and police, such as has been
Jicceribed, we should be led to faney the Makratta country a complete



ene of anarchy and violence. No picture, however, could be further
om the truth. The reports of the Collectors do not represent
rumes as particularly numerous, Mr. Chaplin, who has the best,
pportunity of drawing a comparisou with our old provinces, think:
hem rather rarer here than there. Murder for revenge, generally
rising either from jealovsy, or disputes about landed property, and
s frequently about village rank, is mentioned as the commonest
rime among the Marrattas. Arson and cattle stealing, as a means
' revenging wrongs, or extorting justice, is common in the Carnatic.
‘ang robberies and highway robbery are common, but are almost
.iways committed by Beels and other predatory tribes, who scarcely
~rm part of the society ; and they have never, since I have been in
he country, reached to such a pitch, as to bear a moment’s comparison
~ith the state of Bengal described in the papers laid before Parliament.

It is of vast iinportance to ascertain the causes that counteracted
fie corruption and rclaxation of the Police, and which kept this
cuntry in a state superior to our oldest possessions, amidst all the
umses and oppressions of a Native Government. The principal
wuges to which the disorders in Bengal huve been attributed, are the
ver population, and the consequent degradation and pusillanimity
+ the people ; the general revolutions of property, in consequence of
our revenue arrangements, which drove the upper elazsies Lo disaffec
tion, and the lower to desperation ; the want of employment to ti
numerous classes, whether military or otherwise, who were maintain:-
by the Native Government; the abolition of the ancient system .
Police, in which, besides the usual bad effecls of a general chang~
were included the removal of responsibility from the Zemindars; th.
loss of their natural influence as an instrument of Police, the loss -
the services of the village watchmen, the loss of a hold over that ela~<

hich is naturally disposed to plunder, and, in some cases, f'.

~cesrity to which individuals of it were driven to turn robbers, fru
he resumption of their allowances; the separation of the revenue,
nagisterial, judicial and military powers, by which all were weakened;
vhe further weakness of each from the checks imposed on it, the
delays of trials, the difficulties of conviction, the inadequacy of
punishment, the trouble and expense of prosecuting and giving
evidence ; the restraints imposed by our maxims on the assumption
of power by individuals, which, combined by the dread of the
Adawlut, discouraged all from exertion in support of the Police; the
want of an upper class among the Natives, which could take the lead
on such occasions ; and, to conclude, the small number of European
agistrates, who supply the place of the class last mentioned, their
wants of connection and communication with the natives, and of
knowledge of their language and character,

Avtempd to accoun:
for their rarity.



: . present- ol
~ontrast to the above picture. The people are few, compared to the
quantity of arable land ; they are hardy, warlike, and always armc..
till of late years; the situation of the lower orders was very comfort
able, and that of the upper, prosperous. There was abundance .
employment in the domestic establishments and foreign conquests
the nation. The ancient system of Police was maintained ; all tl
powers of the state were united in the same hands, and their vig

ns not checked by any suspicions on the part of the Government,
vy scruples of their own. In cases that threatened the peace «
‘wlety, apprehension was sudden and arbitrary, trial summary, ai
wishment prompt and severe. The iunocent might sometim
tter, but the guilty could scarcely ever escape.  As the magistrat:
“ve natives, they readily understood the real state of a case sun
- -tted to them, and were little retarded by scruples of conscience, -
1t prosecutors and witnesses had not long to wait. In their 1.
.stem, men knew that if they were right in substance, they woul.
it be questioned about the form ; and perhaps they likewise kne:
Lat if they did not protect themselves, they could not always expec
rotection from the magistrate ; whose business was rather to kee:
wwi great disorder, than to attord assistance 1n cases that might i
“ttled without his aid. The Mamlutdars were themselves consid:
I.lc persons, and there were men of property and consideration -
ery neighbourhood ; Enamdars, Jageerdars, or old Zeminda
. iese men associaied with the ranks above and below them, and ke
'p the chain of society to the Prince ; by this means the higher orde:
o1e kept informed of the situation of the lower, and as there wa
arcely any man without a patron, men might be exposed to oppres
., but could scarcely suffer from neglect.
Many of the evils from which this country has hitherto bec .
~empt, are inseparable from the introduction of a foreign® Gover:
Meane tor | ient, but perhaps the greater may be -a.voided by proper precaution:
ng e etficiznt ! ‘Iany of the upper classcs must sink into comparative poverty, an
suny of those who were employed in the eourt and army, must abso
', iose their bread; both of these misfortunes happened to .
-xtent in the commencement of Bajee Row’s reign. but as tl
+ (fovernment was entire, the bud effects of these paitial evy
mounted. Whether we can equally maintain the frame
s+nt, 18 o question that is yet to be examined. Vlc prese:
Vulice, us far as relates to the villages, may be cusily ke
- Joubt whether it is enough that the wvillage «:tablishmer:
‘taned, unel the whole put under a Mamlutdar. 'V Patail
speetability s utluence in his village must be kept 1ip. hy allov
o e some latinide both in the expenditure of the villagr cxpensc



nd in restraining petty disorders within his village. So far from
-ishing, that it were possible for the European Officers to hear ali

smplaints on such subjects, I think it fortunate, that they have not
-ume to investigate them, and think it desirable, that the Mamlutdars
also should leave-them to the Patails, and thus preserve a power, on
the 2id of which we must, in all branches of the Government, greatly
depend. Zealous co-operation of the Patails, is as essential to the
collector of the revenue, and to the administration of civil justice, as
to the Police ; and it ought therefore, by all means, to be secured.
Too much care cannot be taken to prevent their duty becoming
irksome, and their influence impaired by bringing their conduct too
often under the correction of their superiors. I would lend a ready
ear to all complaints against them for oppression ; but I would not
distarb them for inattention to forms, and I would leave them at
liberty to settle petty complaints their own way, provided no serious
punishment were inflicted on either party. We may weaken the
Patails afterwards, if we find it necessary, and retrench their emo-
luments : but our steps should be cautious, for if we once destroyed
our influence over the Puatails, or theirs over the people, we can never
recover either ; care ought also to be taken of the condition of the
village watchman, whose allowance, if not sufficient to support b’ 1,
and to keep him out of temptation to thieve, onght to be increased ;
but it ought not to be so high as to make him independent of the
community, and it ought always to be in part derived from contribu-
tions, which may compel him to go his rounds among the villagers,
as at present. :

If the village police be preserved, the next step is to preserve
he efficiency of the Mamlutdar ; at present all powers are imvested
. that officer, and as long as the auxiliarv horse and Sebundies are

‘pt up, he has ample means of preserving order. The only thiny
requisite at present is, that the Mamlutdar should have higher pav
to render him more respectable, and more above temptation, and to
induce the better sort of Natives to accept the office.  When th-
Sebundies are reduced in numbers, and the horse discharged, o:.
means of preserving the Police will be greatly weakened, at the sam:
time that the number of enemies to the public tranquillity will be
increased : the number of Sebundies now-in our pay, by giving employ -
ment to the idle and needy, contributes, I have no doubt, more thar
anything else, to the remarkable good order which this part of ow
new conquests has hitherto enjoyed. The Mamlutdar will also feel
the want of many of the Jageerdars, and others of the upper class,
who used to aid his predecessors with their influence, and even with
their troops. The want of that class will be stll more folt as =
channel through which Government could receive the accounts of the

6r -



42

state of the districis, aivo ot the conduct of the Mamlutdars them-
selves. The cessation of all prospect of rise will of itself, in a great
measure, destroy the connection between them and their rulers, and
the natural distance, which I am afraid must always remain between
Natives and English gentlemen, will tend to complete the separation,
Something may be done by keeping up the simplicity and equality of
Marratta manners, and by imitating the facility of access which was
conspicuous among their chiefs. On this also, the continuance of the
spirit of the people, and of our own popularity, will probably in a
great measure depend. Sir Henry Strachey, in his report laid before
Parliament, attributes many of the defects in our administration in
Bengal, to the unmeasurable distance between us and the Natives,
and afterwards adds, that there 1s scarcely a Native 1 his district who
world think of sitting down in the presence of an English gentleman.
Here, every man above the rank of a Hircarrah, sits down before us,
and did before the Paishwa ; even-a common Ryot, if he had to stay
any time, would sit down on the ground. This contributes, as far as
the mechanical parts of the society can, to keep up the intercourse
that ought to subsist between the governors and the governed:
there is, however, a great chance, that it will be allowed to die
away. The greater means of keeping it wup, is for gentlemen to
receive the Natives often, when not on business. [t must be
owned, there 1s a great difficulty in this, The society of the
Natives can never be in itself agreeable; no man can long converse
with the generality of them, without being provoked with their con-
stant selfishness and design, wearted with their importunities, and
disgusted with their flattery. Their own prejudices also exclude
them from our society; in the hours given up to recreation ; and at
other times want of leisure is enough to prevent gentlemen receiving
them ; but it ought to be remembered, that this intercourse with the
Natives is as much a point of duty, and contributes as much towards
good government, as the details in which we are generally occupied.

Much might likewise be done by raising our Mamlutdars to 2
rank which might render it creditable for Native gentlemen to
associate with them. Tt must be owned, our Government labors
under natural disadvantages jin this respect, both as to the means of
rendering our instruments conspicuous, and of attaching them to ou:
cause. All places of trust and honour must be filled by Europeans.
We have no irregular army to afford honorable employment to per.
sons incapable of being admitied to a share of the Government, and
no Court to make up by honors an empty favor for the absence of the

*her Slmgi:9lid objects of ambition. As there are no great men in our
FEviS ““uot, bestow the hirher honors; and the lower, on which



'so the Natives set a high value, as the privilege of using a pa
cular kind of umbrella, or of riding in a Palankecn, cease to 1.

-mors under us, from their being thrown open to all the world. Wh:-
-1mors we do confer, are lost, from our own want of respect for theu:
«nd from our want of sufficient discrimination to enable us to su:
them exactly to the person, and the occasion, on which circum:
stances the value of these fanciful distinctions entirely depends.

To supply the place of these advantages, we have nothing let
but good pay, personal attentions, and occasional commendations an.’
rewards. The first object may be attained without much addition-
expense, by enlarging the districts, diminishing the number of Officers,
and increasing their pay. The pay might also be augmented fus
length of service, or in reward of particular activity. It might be
from 200 to 250 rupees at first, and increase one sixth for every five
years service; Khilluts might also be given as occasional rewards for
service, and above ali, lJands for life, or even on rare occasions for two
or three hives, or in perpetuity. ought to be given to old or to meriti-
rious servants. Besides the immediate effect of improving the con-
duct of the Mamlutdars by these liberalities, the political advantage
would be considerable, by spreading over the country a number of re-
spectable persons attached to the Government, and capable of explain-
ing its proceedings. If these grants could often be made hereditary,
we should also have a source from which hereafter to draw well-educat-
ed and respectable men, to fill our public offices, and should found
an order of families exactly of the rank in life, which would render
them useful to a Government circumstanced like ours, The Jageer
lands as they fall in, might be applied to this purpose, and I think it
would be good policy to make the rules regarding the resumption at
the death of the present incumbents, much stricter, if they were to
be applied to this purpose: since we should gain more of useful popu-
larity by grants of this kind, than we should lose by dispesscssing the
heirs of many of the present Jageerdars. It would be a further stimuius
to the Mamlutdars, at the same time, that it contributed to the
efficiency of the system to put the office of Dufturdar with the Col-
lector on such a footing, as to render it a sufficient object of
emulation. For this purpose I would allow it 1,000 rupees a month,
which considered as the very highest salary to which 2 Native could
attain, is surely not too much. I have fixed these allowances below
what I at first thought it expedient, and in judging of their amount,
the great difference in expense between this territory and the old
provinces, must be borne in mind. The pay of the common servants
Lere is more than double what it is in Bengal. But if the proposed
alle v ancec shonld stil] so~v mere than the finances can bear, it orht
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10 be recollected, that economy, no less than jwlicy, requires !
pay, where there is considerable trust; a maxim long since confirme.
in its application to the Natives, by the experienée and sagacity -
(General Munro.

Having thus formed a chain, from the Patail to the Collecto:
and having provided them with such rewards, as circumstances will
admit, it is of at least equal importance to take care, that they should
be punished for neglect. The proposed improvement in the situation
of a Mamlutdar provides some means for punishing him by affording
bim allowances, which 1t would be a sertous misfortune to lose, and
which would admit of his paying fines, by giving him a character that
should make reproof a punishment and prospects which he would be
unwilling to forfeit. Imprisonment, or other pumshment may be
added, if his offence were more than neglect. A still stronger
responsibility must be imposed on the Patail, village watchmen, and
in villages where the Coolcurnee manages, on him also. The practice
of levying the value of the property lost on the village ought not, I
think, to be entirely abandoned. I am aware, that it has been
objected to, by the highest authorities ; and that itis in realitybharsh and
often unjust ; but I think it better to regulate, than abandon it. It
18 a coarge; but effectual remedy against the indifference of the neigh
bourhood, to the sufferings of individuals, and if the great secret <:
Police be w engage many peopie in the prevention and punishmen:
of crimes ; it will not perhaps be easy to find a measure more advi:-
able. It was adopted by our own early lawgivers ;and is not less suite..
to the state of society in India than it was in England under Alfred
When it is plain, that a village could not prevent a robbery, the
exaction of the money could of course be omitted : but where there 15
either negligence or connivance 1t ought to be levied either whole, o
iz part. A fine would at all events be expedient in such a case, and
this is a popular and established method of levying it : it keepsa heavy
punishment hanging over every village where a robbery is com-
mitted, and throws the burden of proving its innocence upon it
whereas a fine would require proof of actual comnivance, and would
after all be complained of as a hardship; while a levy of the same
sum in lieu of the property lost, would, if less than the value of the
nroperty, be felt as an indulgence.

It appears an objection to this plan, that it affords the Mamlut-
dar an opportunity of collecting more than he brings to account; but
1n such i case the villagers will of course complain, as they always did
when the money was taken from them unreasonably ; and this abuse,
léke many others. must depend for 2 remedy on the vigilance of the

‘oltaetor,



On this mdged, it wall have been long since observed, the whol.:
vstem must depend, its object being to provide sufficient powers, and
wave 1t to the principal Officer to guard against the abuse of thew
~hat he will always succeed, 1s more than I would promise; but pec.
“-ction is not {p be looked for, and we have only the choice of takin.
“way from our agents, the power to do good, or leaving them in son:.
.gree, the power to do harm. Against this, even a system of chec'
and limitation will not always guard ; for a man may be careful no
openly to commit irregularities, while he is secretly guilty of ever.
sort of oppression. As long as the chief power in the district is
able hands, the good done by the inferiors, on this syotem, will fi:
preponderate over the evil; and if the Collecter be deficient, I an
afraid that no distribution of powers would make up for his want of
capacity, or do more than palliate or couceal the evils to which such «
want would give rise.

The higbest rank in the chain under Government, should be .
Court, or an individual vested with a general control of all depart-
ments, who should be frequently in motion, and whose business shouls
rather be to superintend the whole system, than to administer an:
part of it, and to see that essentials were attended to rather than rule
were not violated. I would vest the fullest power over the Officers
under them in the Collector, and in like manner. it wonld bLe proper
for Government to pay the utmost attention to the principal Officer’s
recommendations, originating in the good, or ill conduet of the ol

lactors. So general a charge, of course, require: industry and
abilities ; it 18 to be hoped, such may be obtaincu + they are not
I despair of supplying their place by any machi .t can possibiv
be invented. .

1 bave introduced those remarks under the police where they
first occurred to me; but it is evident, they apply equally to any other
branch of the Government. I now return to the Police.

Th.e spirit of the people has been mentioned, as of the first ini-
portance ; and although thut may be expected to flag under a foreigu
rule, and still more under a strong Government, which protects all its
subjects, and leaves no call for the exertion of their courage and
energy in their own defence ; yet there are instances in some parts of
our old territories, of cur subjects retaining their military spirit, after
they have lost their habits of turbulence, and we may hope to accom-
plish the same object here. The first step towards its attainment is,
to remove all obstructions to the vse of arms. On our first conquest
some restriction was necessary, on persons travelling with arms; but
- that has since been relaxed, and ought to be done away. Besides the
advantage of arraing the peopr: for vurpeses of Police, .+ wonld he
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useful, even in cases of war and insurrection, as the bmik ot the p. -
ple, even if disaffected, would be led, for the sake of their property,
employ their arms against our predatory enemies, rather than again:
us. On the same principles, villages should be encouraged to ke

up their walls, and perhaps allowed some remission, to enable them !
repair them.

It is important to the Police, that sudden discharges of Sebund
should for a long time be avoided, and the greatest encourageme:
given to the plan which I have mentioned elsewhere, of settling tu..
clags on waste or other lands, as a sort of local militia. It is to !
considered, that the Marrattas besides losing what service they b
under Bajee Row, are now in a great measure gshut up from the
colonies in Hindoostan, that afforded such a vent for the superfluc:
military population ; Holkar’s and the Bousla’s armies are now nearly
annihilated, and it 1s much to be feared that Scindia’s will diminish.

Some rules are required regarding the receipts and sale of stolen
or plundered property, regarding which the Native practice was weak
and irregular.

I insert in this place, some remarks on the management of the
hiil tribes, which though at present it belongs to Police, might easily
be raised by a wrong system, to importance, in a political view. The
plan which has been found most effectual in the old province, especi-
ally in the Bhaugulpore hills, and in the Jungle Mehauls of Midna-
pore, 1s to govern this people through their Native chiefs, whose as-
sistance is rewarded by the support of Government, gnd in some cases
by pecuniary allowances. This plau has beer kept up here, as it had
been by the Paishwa, after ay unavailing attempt to manage the
Beels by force alone. It is the only one practicable until the gradual
-ffects of civilization shall have undermined the power of the chiefs;
at the same time that it removes the necessity for their control over
the people. The principal chiefs are at present allowed pensions, and
a certain number of Beels, of their selection, are also paid by the
(Gtovernment. These measures, at once fix them in the interest of
Government, and secure their influence in their tribe. It is however
necessary to guard against the abuses of this system, which are, the
chiefs harbouring thieves, or conniving at robbers, and their acquiring
such an influence, as way tempt them to oppose the mecasures of
Government. The first evil will be provided against, by exacting
strict responsibility from the chief;; and fining, or otherwise punishing
him if frequent offences take place within his jurisdiction; whether
the punishment should be imprisonment or removal of the same
family, must depend on the notions of the Beels, which ought to be
investigated, not only for this purpose, but to prepare us for questions



-t disputed succession to chief ships, that we may not destroy the
. ower of this engine of Qovernment, by running tounter to the opinion
* the people whom it ig to sway ; for the other object, it is necessary
. grant no increase, either in exteut of land, or in authority to any
chief, without its being clearly necessary for repressing disorder, which
necessity is not Likely o be felt. The Beels may also be gradually
encouraged to scttle in the .plains, either as cultivators, or as
watchmen to villages, a change which would weaken the power
of the chiefs, by lessening the number of their retainers. In
the mean time it will be requisite to ascertain, with as much
precision, as the case admits, of the powers which the Beel
chiefs are in the habit of exercising under the old Government. This
enquiry is indeed necessary, to prevent an inexperienced Magistrate
from interfering umntentionally with the privileges of those chiefs.

The ouly mnovations yet introduced by us, into the form of the _ Tresent system o
Marratta Police, are our closer superintendence, and the prohibition of olice.
the indefinite confinement of suspected persons by the Patails and
Mamiutdars ; but there must be a great difference in the spirit of our
administration ; and perhaps bad effects may be felt from it when the
yreat awe with which we are now regarded, is worn off. and when our
principles come to be better understood. Though the Natives put up
with petty disorders, they checked great ones with a rough hand, and
gave themselves no concern about the attendant evils; if robberies
were committed, they seized all the suapicious characters in the
neighbourhood ; and if they succeeded in restoring quiet, they did
not care, though a hundred Ramoussees suffcred imprisonment, and
torture, without a fault. Such a course would not be thought of,
under our Government ; but we must consider how much our ab-
staining from such tyranny, must weaken us, and must provide a remedy
in some more tolerablo shape.

1 am afraid that remedy is not to be found in our administration Ppregent Svstem of
of Criminal Justice, which is next to be examined. This differs Criminal Justice.
greatly from the Marratta practice; the power of punishing is taker
from the Patail ; and that which is left to the Mamlutdar, is limited
to a fine of 2 rupees, and confinement for 24 hours. The powers of
the Collector are not Jess than those of a Sirsobehdar, except in the
article of inflicting capital punishment ; but his manner of exercising
his power, is altogether different ; according to our practice, a prisoner
18 formally and publicly brought to trial; he 1s asked, whether he is
guilty ; if he adnits 1t, pains are taken to ascertain that his confession
is voluntary ; if he denies it, witnesses are called on without further
enquiry. They are examined in the presence of the prisoner, who is
silowed to cross-examine theo  ond to ... witnesses in his own



defence. It there s any donbt, e g s concluded, ke s
acquitted ; if he is clearly guilty wtree is called en, to declare
the Hindoo law. It often happc:. . this law is unreasonable; and
when the error is on the side of severity, it 1s modified ; when on the
side of lenity, it is acquiesced in. The law officers are always present
at those trials. In Candeish a regular jury 1s generally assembled, who
question the witnesses, and pronounce on the guilt of the accused. In
Sattara, the Political Agent calls in several respectable persons, besides
the law officers, and benefits by their opinion, both in the conduct of the!
trial, and in determining the verdict. When the trial is coneluded ard
the sentence passed, in cases of magnitude, it i reported for confir..
tion by the Commigsioner, where the same leamng to the side of 1+

ty is shown, a8 in the Court itself.

The punishments awarded by the Shastrees, are as follow-
Death, which is executed in cases of murder, aud sometimes robl -
accompanied with attempts to murder ; mutilation, which is comm::
into imprisonment with hard labor, and simple nnprisonment, wh-
is carried into effect. Women are never put to death, nor Bram
except in cases of treason, where, from the nature of our conque:t
was thought necessary to hold out the severest punishment, even
Bramins.

When the guilt of the accused is not proved, very great cautio.

has been enjoyed in imprisoning him on suspicion ; it hus indeed Leen

Its defects.

recommended, that no person should be so imprisoned, unless notori-
ous leaders of banditti, and when any person does happen to be impri-
soned for want of security, the period at which he is to be released, is
directed to be fixed. These rules are suggested by the injustice of
subjecting a man to a greater punishment, when his guilt 1s not proved,
than would be inflicted, if it were ; and by the apprehension, that the
Magistrate would be apt to order perpetual imprisonment in this form,
without much reflection, because it appears to be only temporary and
conditional restraint.

The whole of this system is evidently better calculated for pro-
tecting the innocent from punishment, and the guilty from undue
severity, than for securing the community by deterring from crimes.
In the certainty and efficacy of pumishment, it has the same in-
feriority to the Native system that the Policc has in detecting and
serging offenders. The Natives seized men on slight suspicions, gave
way to presumptions of guilt, forced confessions by torture, and inflict-
ed punishments, which although they were inbuman (or rather because
they were inhuman), were effectual in striking terror, Our Govern-
ment dernurs about proofs ; discourages, aud almost rejects confegsions,
and nmever punishes while there is a possibility of the innocence of the



accused. When it does punish, 11 1ts anxiety to prevent its inflictions
from being revolting to humanity, it prevents their being terrible to
offenders. Even death is divested as much as possible of its horrors.
No torments, no lengthened exposure, no eftfusion of blood, or lacera-
tion of menmibers, even after life 1s extinguished ; some of these are
properly rejected, as detestable in themselves; others that would
strike the imagination of the people, are set aside, because they also
gtrike the imagination of the legislator. Imprisonment with hard
. labor is our great resource next to death, and this is by no means one
caleulated to over-awe offenders. Our imprisonment is so carcfully
divested of all circumnstances of terror, that there 1s nothing except the
fetters that is likely to make the least impression on a Native. To an
European, confinement is irksome, solitary confinement intolerable.
Bread and water, or bad fare, bad lodging, public exposure, all are real
evils to him ; but a Native neither loses in point of food or lodging ;
and shame, I should think, had less effect on him.  Tu fact, by several
of the reports from the districts (specially by Mr. Chaplin’s answers to
my queries,) it appears, that the imprisonment ordered by our officers,
is far from being looked on with dread ; and that they think, that
with the regular subsistence and comfortable blanket they get in Jail,
they are better off than they would be in their own villages. There
are even instances (one at Sattara and one in Poona,) of people com-
mitting petty offences to procure the maintenance aliowed to prisoners ;
imprisonment especially, when accompanied with labor, must however
be a state of suffering to any man ; separation from family and friends
must also be an aggravation ; and, on the whale, 1t would be absurd to
contend, that imprisonment is no real hardship to 3 Native. The
worst, of 1t is, that it is a hardship to the sufferer without seeming one
to the spectators ; and if, as I fancy 1s the case, on the present footing
1t is at least as ineffectual for reformation ; as for example, it unites all
the bad qualities that can be combined in a punishment. If to make
up for our defects In convicting offenders, and in punishing them
when convicted, we have recourse to imprisommnent also; explaining
that in this case 1t is not meant as a punishment, we complete the
destruction of its use for example. In short, it may he guestioned,
whether our system does not oecasion as much suffering as the Native
one ; but it is spread over a greater surface, and therefore makes less
show, and neither shocks the legislator, nor alarms the criminal,

These evils have often been remarked before ; it is easier to point  Iwprovewent: cug
them out, than to suggest a remedy; and greater experience might geated.
perhaps only show more clearly the difficultics to be overcene. It is
possible, that every civilized Government may not be suited to a
society on & less advanced stage, and that coarse expedients at which
~ir minds revolt, may be the only ones likelv t. check those evils,



which originate in the barbarism of the people. | shall however
uotice a few points, from the consideration of which some profit
may be gained,

Too much care cannot be taken to prevent forced confessions ;
that is, confessions extorted by fear or torture ; but there ought to be
no scruple in getting at the truth, by cross-examinations of the
accused : an ipnocent man cannot criminate himself; and it is well
that a guilty man should do so.

The Magistrate ought to have the assistance of some intelligent
Natives of his own chosing at the trial. Their knowledge of the
people would often lead to discoveries of the truth, that might escape
an European ; but it is better, that the conduct of the trial and the
decision should rest with the Magistrate. The Punchayets in
Candeish have answered better than might have been expected, but
Captain Briggs has pointed out many inconveniences in that mode of
trial ; and it is obvious, that where a Bramin on one hand, or a Beel
on the other, was to be tried, it would be toc much to expect
unprejudiced decision. 'The Shastree ought still to attend, and to be
consulted : but we ought not to be guided by the Hindoo law, which
is a new introduction of our own. The customary punishments for
the most usual offences might easily be ascertained and® modified ;
thus highway robbery and gang robbery (which the Natives always
punished with death,) might be changed into perpeiual imprison-
ment, unless attended with wounding, or attempt to murder. The
Hindoo punishments might also be exchanged for such as we can
execute ; and thus when we did succeed in convicting an offender,
there would be no longer a chance of his escaping by the absurdity of
the senteuce. Some of the Hindoo punishments are too dreadful to
be inflicted; others are too trifling to be of any use in deterring. The
Hindoo law officer at Ahmednuggur sentenced one man to be thrown
from a height upon a spike, and another to be fined § famams fer
the same offence : because in one case the stolen property had been
accidentally recovered, and in the other it had not. Caste also had
great weight in determining the punishment, and this ought, to
certain extent, to be attended to still, because an opposite conduct
shocks the prejudices of the people, which unless we conciliate, all our
justest sentences will be looked on as tyranny. Our punishments, I
should think, might be made more intense, but shorter; severe flog-
ging, solitary confinement in dungeons for short periods, bad fare,
severe labor, and similar punishments always so guarded, as to prevent
their endangering life or health. Transportation seems a good
punishment, provided it be for life ; but the return- of a convict de-
strove the mvsterious horror which would otherwise be excited by the



sentence. Hanging in chains will probably make a great impression,
if not too shocking to the prejudices of the Natives, which I appre-
hend it is not. As much form as possible should be thrown into all
punishments, especially capital ones; and great care should be taken
to suit the forms to the Native ideas. They have themselves an
excellent practice of exposing persons about to suffer death on a camel,
stripped of some of their clothes, with their hair loose, and covered
with red powder, and with flowers, as is usual with a corpse, when
carried to the funeral pyre. Some of the most terrible modes of
capital punishment might be retained, when they do not add to the
sufferings of the criminal ; beheading and blowing away from a gun,
are of this nature : but they ought to be reserved for great crimes.
The opiniens of Natives ought however to be taken, and may be
reckoned conclusive en subjects depending on feeling and on associa-
tions. In cases where the judge, though not satisfied of the guilt of
the prisoner, is still less satisfied of his iunocence, it seems imprudent
to turn him loose to prey on Society, and yet it is difficult to say, on
what grounds to detain bim : are we to award a less severe and more
remediable punishment ? or are we to declare the prisoner innocent?
but, imprison him if he cannot give security. The former seems to
strike at the foundations of justice, and the latter destroys the force
of example ; means might perhaps be found to manage the imprison-
ment of suspected persons, in such a manner, as to preserve the
distinction between their treatment and that of convicts, Their
place of confinement might be more like a work-house, than a prison.
They might be taught trades, and allowed the fruit of their own
industry, either in clothes and food at the time, or in a sum of money
to be given at their release. Mr. Bruce, the judge of Bellary, has long
since introduced the manufacture of blankets, and some other articles,
into his jail, and all the paper used in the neighbouring Cutcheries,
is the work of his convicts. A place might be constructed for their
residence, which might combine the plan €0 much recommended by
Mr. Dentham, with the economical arrangement suggested in Bengal.
A circular or octagon wall, with an open arcade, or tiled veranda to
run all round inside, deep enough to afford shelter, and deep cnough
for concealment ; this veranda to be partitioned off into cells, with
wallg, and to be shut in with an iron grating, or a deep ditch in front,
to prevent the prisoners meeting in the open space in the middle.
Each cell might contain from 2 to 8 prisoners, who would thus be
ent off from the corruption that is always found in crowded
prisons, and a wall across the middle of the court might make
a still more complete division, 8o as to admit the convicts, if necessary,
into the same enclosure. In the centre should be acircular building
for the jailor, from which he might see into every cell in both court:
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while he himself was concealed by blinds. Frequent visits from the
European authorities would be sufficient to complete the supervision.
Persons less suspected, might be consigned to the care and responsi-
bility of the Patails of their villages, on the plan practised by Mr.
Bayley, at Burdwan ; and there are cases where wandering and thievish
tribes might be seized and compelled, on pain of imprisonment, to
reside in particular villages, according to the plan recommended by
General Munro, in his letter on the Police of the ceded districts.

It is to be observed, in respect to the confinement of suspected
persons, that the practice is much less objectionable towards particular
castes than others. Some avow that they were born and bred robbers,
and that it was the intention of Providence that they should remain
so. Surely society is entitled to take measures against men who set
out with so open a declaration.

These are all the suggestions that occur to me, except that the
powers of the Mamlutdar should be augmented, to allow his punish-
ing petty affrays, which ought never to go beyond the Pergunnah,
and that the Patail should be permitted to gxercise a similar authority
to the very limited extent that is requisite to keep up his influence
in his village.

I may here say something of the moral character of the people.
Falsehood in ail shapes pervades allranks,and adultery and prostitution
are common in the upper classes ; but in them alone. Drunkenness,
the peculiar vice of the lower orders, 18 almost unknown in the
Marratta country, which has thence a decided superiority in morals

~ over the old provinces. It arises from the discouragement to the sale

Improvements Te-
commended in Edu-
waling

of spirituous liquors ; and as the revenue from that source is insignifi-
cant, we should probably do well to prohibit it altogether. Public
opinion, and above all the opinion of the caste, and the dread of ex-
pulsion, are the restraint on vices. These powers are, in the Marratta
country, in the hands of the whole caste. In the Carnatic there are
regular censors to each caste, called Gunnacharies, besides religious
Gooroos invested with great power. But these institutions are con-
verted into the means of gain, and the morals of the people are ther:
decidedly worse than in the Marratta country. The other vices -
not more rare, and drunkenness is common in addition.

I do not perceive any thing, that we can do, to improve t:
morals of the people, except by improving their education. There a
already schools in all towns, and in many villages, but reading is con-
fined to Bramins, Banyans, and such of the agricultural classes, as
have to do with accounts. I am not sure, that our establishing free
schools would alter this state of things, and 1t might «eate a suspi-
vien of some concealed design on our part, It would be more practic-



Wle, and more useful, to give a direction to the reading of those who
- learn, of which the press atfords so easily the means.

Books are scarce, and the common ones probably ill chosen ; but,
.ere exist in the Hindoo languages many tales and fables that would
' generally read, and that would circulate sound morals. There
mst be religious books tending more directly to the same end. If
any of these were printed and distributed cheaply or gratuitously,
e effect would, without doubt, be great and beneficial. It would
wever be indispensable, that they should be purely Hindoo. We
ght silently omit all precepts of questionable morality, but the
phitest infusion of religious controversy would secure the failure of
hie design.

It would be better to call the prejudices of the Hindoos to our aid
o reforming therm, and to control their vices by the ties of religinn
hich are stronger than those of law. By maintaining and purifyin:
Leir present tenets, at the same time that we enlighten their unde
-andings, we shall bring them nearer to that standard of perfecti
+ which all concur in desiring that they should arrive; while an
rtack on their faith, if successful, might be expected in theory, as &
.und in practice, to shake their reverence for all religion, and to sc.
hom free from those useful restraints which even a superstitiou-
fietrine 1mposes on the passions.

In my letter No. 78, I proposed that 2,00,000 of Rupees shoul .
" set anwem 101 religious expenses, including two colleges. The larce:
ligious expenses that fall on the net revenue, in the districts, induce.
ne to alter this suggestion, and to propose modifying an expenditu-
which is already directed to an object of this nature, in such a mannc:
5 to render it more useful, There was in the Paishwa's time, an
snnual distribution of charity, called the Dhukna, which used to cost
» lacks of Rupees. The plan was originally, to give prizes to learned
Rramins ; but a8 a handsome sum was given to every claimant, how-
-.ver ignorant, to pay his expenses, the institution degenerated into
.+ mere giving of alms. The abolition of this practice was extremely
unpopular, but the sum was too enormous to waste, I therefore did it
wway all but the original distribution of prizes, which cost last year
"0,000 Rupees, This expenditure must still be kept up, but most of
:he prizes, instead of being conferred on proficients in Hindoo divinity,
qnight be allotted to those most skilled in more useful branches of
warning, law, mathematics, &e., and a certain number of professors
-mght be appointed to ieach those sciences. These means, with the
‘irculation of a few well-chosen books, such as I believe are now
printed at Calcutta, would have a better and more exterkive effect,
v u regular college, and would cost much less to the Government.



! shall therefore avail myself of the permission formerly given to 1ne.
«nd put such an establishment in train.

CIVIL JUSTICE.

Marratta systen 5 LU 18 Decessary to examine the Native system of Civil Justice with
Zivii Justice. attention, and ascertain its success, in affording protection to men’s
rights, If this should prove even moderate, it will scarcely be thought
advisable to attempt any alterations ; but, if the plan be found inade-
quate to the end required, it will be necessary to see, whether any
alterations can be introduced to render it more efficient, without
changing its fundamental principles or whether it is necessary to set
it aside altogether, and to introduce a new system in its room.

By whom adminis- The authorities by whom Civil Justice was administered, were
sered. the following : in the country, the Patail, over him the Mamlutdar,
and Sirsoobedars; and above all, the Paishwa, or his Minister.
Jageerdars administered justice in their own lands; the great omes
with little, or no interference on the part of the Government. In
some towns there was a judicial Officer, called the Nyaee Daish, who
tried causes under the Paishwa’s authority, and any person whom the
Paishwa pleased to authorize, might conduct an investigation, subject
to His Highness’s confirmation.

If a complaint was made to a Patail, he would send for the person
cornplained of, and if he admitted the debt, would interfere partly as
a friend to settle the mode and time of payment. If the debt were
disputed, and he and his Coolcurnee could not, by their own influence,
or sagacity, effect a settlement to the satisfaction of both parties, the
Patail assembled a Punchayet of inhabitants of the village, who
enquired into the matter, with very little form, and decided as they
thought best ; but this decision could not take place, without the
previous consent of the parties.

If the complainant were refused a Punchayet, or disapproved of
the decision, or if he thought proper not to apply to the Patail. he
went to the Mamlutdar, who proceeded nearly in the same manner
as the Patail, with this addition, that he could compel the party
complained of, to submit to a Punchayet, or else make satisfaction to
the complainant. When there was a Sirsoobedar, the same process
might be repeated with him or at Court, but in all this, there was no

~gular appeal : the superior authority would not revise the decision
I the inferior, unless there had been some gross injustice, or reason '
a3pect corruption : in cages of less purity, that is, in almost all case<.
‘> superior was influenced in receiving the appeal by the consider:

‘won of the profit promised as a compensation for the trouble,



Though the Government Officer endeavoured "himself to sett!.
+e dispute, and though it rested with him to decide whether or nov
e case required a Punchayet, yet it was reckoned gross injustice to

fuse one on a question at all doubtful, and it was always reckoned
sufficient ground for ordering a new investigation, when there had
‘cn no Punchayet.

The Punchayet may therefore be considered as the great instru- Punct.
‘ent in the administration of Justice, and it is of consequence to
~termine how the asserubly was constituted, what were its powers,

] what its method of proceeding and enforcing, or procuring the
forcement of its decrees.

The members of a Punchayet were generally selected by the
‘ticers of Government, by whom it was granted with the approbation
* the parties, and often at their suggestion ; sometimes the parties
3¢ an equal number each, and the Officer named an umpire. A
. rson on the part of Government not unfrequently presided at Pun-
chayets, especially at Poona, and directed their operations ; this Officer
must, however, be objectionable to the parties. In affairs where
Government was concerned, it ordered some of its own Officers to
investigate the matter, but they were cxpected to be people not
objected to by the other party. The members were people of the
game situgtion in life as the partics, or people likely to understand the
subject in discussion ; as bankers in a matter of account ; Daismooks
and Daispandies, when the suit was about land. Their number was
never less than five, but it has been known to be as great as fifty.
The number was required to be odd. It generally met at the house
* the Officer who summoned it.

In villages the Patail got some of the most intelligent and
-partial Ryots to sit under a tree, or in the Temple, or
«oultry ; nobody attended on the part of the Government, and as

‘> submission of the parties was voluntary, their wishes were of
.rse more attended to than elsewhere. The consent of the members,
.wever, was every where reckoned essential to a Punchayet, and the
<t act of the moeting was to take a Razeenamah, or acknowledg-
. ent of such a consent. Security was also not unfrequently taken for
- parties complying with the award of the Punchayet. In petty
::putes in villages, the parties gave two straws in token of submis-
.-n, instead of a written Razeenamah,

It might be expected, that so burdensome a duty would not be
lingly undertaken, especially as there was no authorized fee to be
sined by it ; but besides the compliment of being selected by the

_irties, there was the hope of presents from one or both, which it was
-t disgraceful to take, unless to promote injustice. The parties like-



wise entreated the persons th.. . wished to accept the office, and !
Officer to Government added hLis authority. It wag moreover reck::
ed disgracefully selfish to refuse to serve on & Punchayet, and as «

man who was asked to be a member to-day, might be a suitor °
morrow, he was obliged to afford the assistance which he was likely -
require. It was rare, therefore, for people to refuse t- -rve, unlk

they had a good excuse.

It was more difficult to procure their regular &- ve Wl
appointed, and this was generally effected by the . < of t
party luterested. The magistrate also sent peons and ‘T10n&

compel the presence of a person who had once agreed to becom:

member ; and although he wounld receive a reasonable excuse, yet if |
were really anxious for the speedy decision of the cause, he seld.
failed in procuring attendance ; besides there was no precision ab.-
the number of members required to attend, so long as the part
were satistied, all was thought to be regular enough ; when an absu
member returned, the past proceedings could be explained to 1
and any further enquiry he desired, carried on.

When the Punchayet was assembled, if the defendant failed -
attend, the Punchayet applied to the Officer under whose authority
sat, to summon him, unless & Carcoon or a peon had already be.
attached to it, to perform such duties on the part of the Governmen:
or the plaintiff, by constant demands and other modes of importunity
wearied him into a submission. When the Officer of Government had
to compel his attendance, he sent a summons, or if that failed, placed
-« peon uver him, whom he was obliged to maintain, and imposed a
fine of a certain sum « day, till he appeared. The plaintiff's complaint
~us then real, and the defendant’s answer received ; a replication and
+ rejolnder were sometimes added, and the parties were cross-question-
el by the Punchayet, as long as they thought it necessary; at that
time the parties were kept at a distance from their friends ; but after-
wards they might assist them as much as they chose. A man might,
if it were inconvenient for him to attend, send a Carcoon 1n his service,
or a relation ; but, the trade of 2 Vakeel is not known : accounts and
other written evidence were called for, after the examination of the
parties, and likewise oral evidence, when written failed ; but a great
preference was given to the evidence of written documents. The
witnesses seem to have been examined and cross-examined with great
are, but the substance only of their evidence was taken down briefly
without the questions, and generally in their own hand if they could
write. The natives have not the same deference for testimony that
we have ; they allow a witness no more credit than his situation and
character and connection with the case entitle him to; they also lav



<reat stress on his manner and appearance, while giving his testimony.

‘aths were seldom imposed, unless there were reason to suspeet the
racity of the witness, and then great puins were taken to make them
mn.

When this examination was concluded, the Punchayet, after
tating on the case, drew up an award (which was termed Sarownsly
-ummary) tn which they gave the substance of the cumplaint, and
wer ; an abstract of cach of the documents presented on cither side ;

o -ummary of the oral evidence on cither side, with their own decision
on the whole. A copy of the award was given to the successtul party ;
and to the loser, if he required it ; another copy was deposited with
the Officer of Government. T villages where was mnelr less forn,
the Punchayet was often conducted in the way of couversation, anl
nothing was written but the decision, and sometimes not even that,
[n hportant cases, however, all the usual writing was performed by
o Coolenrnee,

Throughout the whole proccedings, the Punchayets appear to
.+ heen guided by their own notions of Justice, founded ne denlit
the Hindoo law, and madified by the custom of the conntry. They
~ulted no hooks, and it was ouly on particular points immediately

nnected with the Hindoo law, sueh as marriage, or suceession, that
- v referred to a Shastree, for his opinion,

On the report of the Punchayet, the Officer of Government peo-
~iled to confirm and enforce ity decree: the Puanchayet having no
~entive powers of its own.  From this cause frequent refercuces to
- magistrate were regquired, and he was given a considerable influ-
-~ om the progress of the trial,

If either party objected at this stage, and showed good reasous
v the award should be set aside, the Officer nnder whose aunthority
at, might require it to revise its sentence, or even grant a new
mchayet ; but this was not reckoned proper, nuless corruption were
songly suspected.

No other notice was taken of corruption, unless in such eases the
-ision of a Punchavet wax always respected, as the proverhal ex-
csston of Punch Purmaishnr (a Punchayet 13 God Abnighty) fully

tifies,

Even after an award was contirmed, an appeal fay to a higher

hority, and a new Punchayet anight be  grauted CeVen a4 new
Uanlatdar might revise the proceedings nnder lis predecessor; this
5 prabably a stretch of power ; but every thing under the Marrattas
. su irregular and arbitrary, that the Himits of just anthority can,
th difficulty, be traced,



In cutorcme thie decision, i s CpOwe

of the magistrate.  If a Patail fonn. arty Cans

could vot recover his due by the mi privic: . her

after described, he applied to the M lar to uthon
ty, and in cases where that was 1 ntthe apphie
to the Government.

It was in this manner, thu ey wotthes
Those about boundaries, which are cxtremely pt
("andeish) were settled by a Panchayet, comyy ook
Daispandies, Patails, and Cooleurnees, assisted by . o0 of th

disputing villages, who are the established guardians of land mar
:md boundarics.  They are also very frequently adjusted by orde:!
o mode of which is for the Patail to walk along the disput
~undary, bearing on his head a elod compesed of the soil of hoth v,
res, kneaded np with various strange ingredients, and consecrated 1.
Ly supirstitious ceremonies 5 if it hold together, the justice of 1.
1ims ig established, and if it break, he loses his cause.  Many othi
~rts of ordea) are also performed with boiling oil, or by taking ..
thand imprecating certain curses if 1t should be false. If no ¢y
—eur within a hixed time, the gods are conecived to have decided
e swearer’s favour. '

These ordeals were not nneommon in all cases, as well as
snndary disputes. but eliiefly when other means-of ascertaiming -
ath had failed.

IMsputes about caste were settled by the custe, unless when a con

Luut of unjust expulsion took . place, when, the Government orderc

l’unchdyet of respectable persons of the edgte from an unprejudic: .
att of the country.

Pinchayets, e As 1t has been shown that Punchayets had no powers of ther
assernbled and their . . .
e i e eutor 0wnyand were moreover somewhat inert, it is necessary to examin
v the machinery by which they were kept in motion, and thenr resolv

tions carried into cffect. It has been observed, that m the conut:

the Mamatdars and the Patails under their authority, perforined th:
duty.  In some few towns there also were officers of Justice calle.
Nvaeedaish. The proceedings of all these officers were of course veis
cregular, but the model may be learned by observing the proceedin: -
ot the Nvaeedaish at Poona, during the long period when Rana Sha-
tree was at the head of that court, and wlen Nana Furnavees we

Exempiiticd othe ipigter and regent.  This was confessedly the period when 1l

MNyneadald at Doy,
Marratta Government was in the highest perfection, and Ram Shae

free is to this day celebrated fur his talents and wmtegnty. A 1u
account ot that C'ourt is given by Mr. Lumsden in hizveport of Janugr:
24ah, fromn which mneh of what follows is extracted,  Ram Shastrc.



hid several dep were almost as famons as himseli

anel it was by ther oo v, that his business was conducte!
On receiving a compli: peon. B a Carcoon, from Ran.
~hastree, or from Nana Furne o -0 aceording to the consequence o

he person, was sent to sumnon, or to invite lim to attend at Ra
Shastree's. If this were refused, positive orders were repeated by
- ma Furuavees, and in the event  of obstinate non-attendanee, th.

mse or lands of the defendant would be sequestrated till he appearcd

It case of non-appearance from absence, trial, after many iudul

1t delays, went on, and the absence of the party was recorded, thi

might have a new trial on his veturn, if he accounted for his absenee -
cases of land, o decision was final 1n o man’s absence.  Evidene.
~ stummoned in the same torm as the defendant, and if the v
re poor, the person who sutimaoned him, paid his expenses,

mess lived at a distance ;. or it attendance were meonve
jpitation from the court with some person trom the parties, «
1ake his evidence, and the Mamintdar gave his aid to the |,

'f the witness lived very tar off, a letter was written, requesting i
<tate the facts required.  When the witness was a man of rank, »
ptation would be sent to him from the Government, accompanied
parties who went as supplicants for his aid, yather than as chieeks on
- mis-statement, and he wax solicited to relate what he knew, which
-~ repeated r the court.  Even if the witness were not of such rank
in preveut his coming to the court, still it he were a man of any
nsequence, he was received as  a visitor, and the questions were
1 to him in the way of conversation, and with all the usnal forns
~ivility.

When porsons< of this character were vhe deiendants, instead ot
wmoning them to the Nyaeedaish, a letter was written Ty Naua
Furnavees, desiring them to settle the complaint. I this did not
suceced, the Vakeel was spoken to ; and ultimately they experivneed
the displeasure of Government, or part of their Jand was made ove
to the creditor.  Generally, however, great favor was shown to men
of rank. Tf the plaintiff was also a man of rank, a Punchayet of men
of the same condition would be appointed, if all other means twiled
One of the enclosed trapslations (No. 19) is an award 1 a case, where
the ancestors of Juan Row Nimbalkur, n Jageerdar ot the luglexl
rank, were the parties, '

The procecdings were much the same as those T have alroady
~outioned to have been practized in the districts, but, move was don
- writing than elsewhere,  To give a clear idea of the manner i
sich Punchayets proceeded, 1 have the honor to enclose the award
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The . liyets werg 1

.+ Judge, but Ram Shastr s
e presided ar the trial, th Chayet

netions as a Jury in Englaol, 4 good e
ms to have been entrusted to Ram Shas
ported to him and the Punchayet, and m the oo 0 -
“members of the Punchayet are not mentioned, even when it
crely o repetition of their award.  The decision was always mn th
dishwa's name, and in all cases of magnitude, required his signatur-
P rases relating to land were of this description, and the same hol:i
! over the countrv, where clayms to land are considered mor
rmediately under the superintendence of Government. It was we
susual, in the country, as well as 1n Poona, for a Government offic: -
receive the complaint and answer with the documents, and ti
titten evidenee of witnesses, and lay the whole tn this shape hetes
" Punchayet. who could call for more evidencr, it they required
fach tine must have been saved 1)};- this vrancement, but 1w g

neoftie “wernsnuent  considerable o Famposing <
< Pur The members of the P cd no fee, Lo
ey b 4 much trouble, the wn: st el o
oenly . t for their pains,

A~ noney was hkewise levied S

oo winner, under the name of Kerkee, whnch | hejie
ntulatory offering, and from the loser, under the

narry. or tine. These Gonne! -+ < varted with the me.
Fn revenne acconpts, Vo that one fourth ol
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Co then himself o s was etfected by meaus of the systen

o vz which, then il strietly means only dunning, is here

iltﬂ}l‘:i for cvery th nosimply imnportanity, up to placing
el over nonem, proy his eating, tying him neck and heels,
making Jupr =tand ey, with a heavy stone on his hewd,
ler s vertical sun

[t is remark: M o0 Ll claims (except for land) when the

ntift has the this Tukkaza is the first step in the swt, and
- not until th vowho suffers by 1t, complains of excessive or
unjust Tukkaza. - Government takes any concern in the eause,
This in sonme me ceounts for the ready  acquicsceuce to defin-
dants tn the nen. . of Punchayets, &c., and it 1s mdeed employed
intentionally as - of accomplishing that cnd. When Govern-
vuent enforeed th 1t wsed nearly the same severites o b
it also se ''sold the property of the !
] s house wkoeare not to redace o
kewise often nstalments, by which his o
:illllid&ted.

e wers put neoany e prise.. i
Sothgres Caed or tarmented by the o Louse,
of has o o and 1 rare cases when ag ~ hondd,
rve him ull the amount of thetr nomi: ;alled

debit.

Fut bunkrupes seem to have been let off pretty nearly as with
Fraudulent ones were made to pay when discovered, notwith-

shing previows s
The great .\ ! litigation are stated n the replies of the
dafficors oo e to et Boundary disputes ; divis. -
coTty on the e of families | inheritance to land, wi
s the grea wee of litigation throughout the whole o
o in Candei-) waste land 18 so abundant.  Debts to
recalso freqgr abjects for suits.

The judicial systew, which has just been deseribed, i3 evideutiy

e to great objections, and accordingly in the best of times its
aweeess seetis to have been very imperfect.  Thero was no regula
asdministration of justice : no certain means of tiling n it ; and no
fixed rules of proceeding after it had been filed. It rested with the
officer of Government applied to, to receive u complain®, or to neglect
it altogether,  The reception of an appeal trom his injustice, equally
dependet on the arbitrary will of his superior. The otacr oceupations
of these «fficers rendered it ditficult for them to attend to ) udictal
atirs, even if well :liapu:-;ed, and these occupations inareasing with
Cvank of the officer, the Paishwa {(or the rmister) who was the

Defects and abgses
uf the systen



v spring of the whole muacha IEEINTE

to all men, and entirely so to th. Tlic power
mnst alsu have had a tendency . appeals, aur
the demand for Punchayets, in cascs where he was .
in person ; and this desire wounld chiefly be felt inen
an mclination to be the friend of one party, or wl:
make something by selling his favor to both.  In sh.:
little doubt of the difficulty of getting justice, unl
bribery, or of powerful friends,

The Punchayets themselves were open to e
partiality, and when free from those staius, they weic stiil show
feeble in their motions, and uncertain in their I‘(:.sf)llltl’l)ns. When the
Punchayet was assembled, which from its interference gith the
pursuits and interests of the members must bave becn a matter of
difficult and rarc occurrence, it had not sufficient powers to seize the
defendant, ro ciunmon the witnesses, or to compel the production of
docuwents ; in the event of any nppoc.itima it must apply to the

officer of Government, and thus, bestdes wiee © tle delay, it
exposed to ¢onstant obstruction from his il -4 want of lei~
and even from his corruption. 1If a deputy o cernLin T
wal wiih it to execute those duties, 1t was still  be

from corruption, and was besides exposed nflu
(‘arcoon, who presided.  When it had got po- o the

the members were not caleulated to dectde o ~ntri

and if they were perplexed, they met withou to a .
allowed the matter to lie over, until gome ¢ e pre
necessity of meeting any more.  Very great i wok

these causes, and trials were often lett entirely unfinish,
mabers were choseu Ly the parties and interested in thoei:

sare tatlive advocates than judges, and thelr disputes prouiice:
much delay as the neglect of the others.  When they were impar
they were indifferent a.nd iresolute, unless some wember, and
likely one who was stimulated 1uto activity by a bribe, took
trouble of deeiding off the hands of bis colleagues, and procured @i
consent to a decision of his own.  When their award was sigued,
Punchayet dissolved, and their «lecree remained with the lucal ot
to enforce or neglect, as he chose.  Where so much was left arbit::
there was of course much corruption, and it is very frequent now
have a complaint fromm a man who has a decision of ¢li
{even from the Nyacedaish at Poona) which he has not he

get enforced.  Even when the decree of a Punchayet was
executed, one would think it wust. from the way in
wesembly was constituted, have had Bttle good effect hevor
iChad Y doras there o cwritter ' adas b



aosed of men of different habits and conditions, their awards
= he snpposed to have varied, so as to atford no great certainty
e-hand, as to the decision to which any Punchayet would come,
'his uncertainty must have led, unceasingly, to new litigation.
Al accounts, 1t must be owned, agree in representing the knowledge
of the common people, in  the customary law of their country, and
eonsequently the uniformity of their decisions, when formed into
Punchayets, is far beyond what could be expeeted, but the inconveni-
ence alluded to, must still, to a certain extent, have existed. The
want of principle in the rulers, was another eause of unecrtainty and
litigation. No decision was final; a new Mamlutdar, or a new
minister might 4ake up a . cause his predecessor had decided; the
sanie 1 njght revise his own decisions fram corrupt motives, and
there was as much difficelty o being exempt from an unjust revi-
sion, as it has already been shown there wag in obtaining a just vue.

If this were the state of things under Nana Furnavees, it wus
doubtless worse under Bajee Row.  The farming system made over
each district to the highest bidder, who was generally the most
unprincipled man about the court, and as full support was requisite
tu enuble bim to pay hLis revenue, 1t consigned the people to his
oppression without a remedy.  The farmer’s whole time and thoughts
were occupied in realizing his revenue.  Justice was openly sold, and
except as 4 marketable commodity, it was never thought of. The
party in the wrong conld always, by a bribe, prevent his cause gong
1o a Punchayet, or overturn the decision of one.  An appeal lay from
the wnder-farmer to the upper, whose income depended on the
exactions of the authorities below him, and from him to the minister,
who never received a complaint without a present, or to the Paishwa
who never received one at all.  In consequence the Government
afforded little justice to the rich, and none to the poor.

But with all these defects, the Marratta country flourished, and
the people seem to have been exeinpt from some of the evils which «xixi
under our more perfect Government.  There must therefore have
been some advantages in the system to counterbalance its obvious
defeets, and 1most of them appear to me to have originated i one
fact, that the Government, although it did little to obtain’ justice for
the people, left them the means of procuring it for themselves. The
advantage of this was particularly felt among the lower orders, who
are most out of reach of their rulers, and most apt to be neglectd
under all Governments.” By means of the Punchayet, they were en-
abled to effect a tolerable dispensation of justice among themselves,
and it happens, that most of the objections above stated to (ho
imstitution, do not apply in thenr case,

Correctives of theo
defect+ and alazaes,



A Patoad was restiaiied ivabin oo v
fear of the Mamlutdar, and by the incouvent
saciety tn which he lived, and wlhen Toth partic-
Punchayet, he had no interest i refusing s assistaen
one. A Punchayet ean searcely be perplexed i the
that arise under its own eyes nor can it easily give a conay;,
when all the neighbours know the merits of the case. DD
wituesses, and members, are all within the narrow comji--
village, and where all are kept from carning their daily bread dur,
the discussion, there is not likely to be 1nuch needless comnplaint
affected delay.

This branch of the native systen. therefore, is omellent for
scttletnent of the disputes of the Ryots among themselves, ome it 1
no use in protecting them from the oppression of their superiors, -
it is evident, that the plan of leaving the people to themselves, co.
never have been sutficient for that purpose.  But here another
ciple comes into operation.  The whole of the Government revenu,
being derved from the Ryot, 1t was the obvious interest of Govern-
ment and 1ts agents to protect him, and prevent his being exposed
tu any exactions but their own.  The exactions of Government were
Hmited in good times by the conviction, that the best way to enrich
itself, was to spare the Ryots; and those of its agents, by the conmn
interest of Government, and the Ryots 1 restraining their depre
tions. By these principles, while the native Government was go-.
its Ryots were tolerably protected both from the injustice of tl,
neighbours and tyranny of their superiors, and that class is the .
mamerous, most. important, anld most deserving portion of o
conmunity.

[t was in the class above this that the defects of the juli
system were most felt, and  even there they had some advanta.
Ax the great fault of Government was its inertness, people werc :u
least secure from its over-activity, A Government Officer might be
induced by a bribe to harass an individual, under color of justice, but
he conld not be compelled by the mere filing a petition, to involve
those under his jurisdiction in all the vexations of a law suit.  Even
when bribed, he could not do mueh nore than harass the ulividoe
for the right to demand a Punchayet was a bar to arbitrary decr:
and although he might reject, or evade the demand, vet the fregn -
aceurrence of a course so coutrary to public opinion, could not e«
his superiors, if at wil inclined to do justice.

The inertness of Government was counteracted by varions
pedients whieh, thougl obic tionable in themselves, supplie] “he !

tor principles. T e private redress, patre:



paents, 3 Lie st Qe e thiv sadie l;l;u,v Pl justioe b

.ate revenge does in criminal among still ruder nations. Itis this
which is called Tukkaza by the Marrattas, and which has already
been mentioned as so important in bringing on a trial If & mau
have a demand from his inferior, or his equal, he places him unde
restraint, prevents his leaving his house, or eating, and even compels
him to sit in the sun until bhe comes to some accommodation. If
the debtor were a superior, the creditors had first recourse to
supplications and appeals to the honor and sense of shame of the
other party : he laid himself on his threshold, threw himseclf on his
road, clamored before his door, or he employed others to do all this
for him : he would even sit down and fast before the debtor’s door,
during which time the other was compelled to fast also, or he would
appeal 1g the gods and invoke their curses upon the person by whom
he was injured. It was a point of honor with the natives not to dis-
turb the antliors of these importunities, so long as they were just, and
some satisfaction was generally procured by means of them. 1f they
were unjust, the party thus harassed naturally concurred with the
plaintiff in the wish for a Punchayet, and thus an object was obtained
which might not have been gained from the indolence of the Magistrate.
Similar means were employed to extort justice from the ruling power.
Standing before the residence of the great man, assalling him with
clamor, holding up a torch before him by day-light, pouring water,
without ceasing, on the statues of the gods. These extreme measures,
when resorted to, seldom failed to obtain a hearing, even under
Bajee Row, and there was the still more powerful expedient, both for
yi:covering a debt, or for obtaining justice, to get the whole caste, village,

- trade, to join in performing the above ceremonies until the
aand of one of its members were satisfied.

The next means of obtaining justice was by patronage. Ifa poor
0 had a master, a landlord, a great neighbour, or any great con-
neetion, or if he had a relation who had asimilar claim on a great
man, he could interest him in his favor, and procure his friendly in-
tercession with the debtor; his application to the friends of the latter,
or finally his interest with the public anthority, to obtain justice for
his client. This principle was not so oppressive as it seems at first
sight, or as it must have been if it had been partial : for it was so
extended that scarcely any man was without some guardian of hi:
nterests. Both sides in a cause were thus brought nearly equal, an!
-2 effect of the interfercnce of their patrons was to stimulate the
“stem, which might otherwise have stood still.

If this resource failed, & present, or the promise of a present 1

_ue¢ public authority, or those who had weight with bhim, would b
4 g



Jieacleus Th el

v a8, In fact, a standuig bribe to e o et
The number of pcrsons who could ¢ - ncha
ited business. Besides the Nyaeedaish w0 (lie numei .

.rs and Jageerdars, many people of consequence could hold I
_tsunder the express or implied authority of the Paishwa, »

qief settled the disputes of his own retainers, whether among the
- lves, or with others of the lower and middle classes. A great nun.
ber of disputes were also settled by private arbitration; and thi -
proceedings, in the event of an appeal, were treated by the Gover.
ment with the same considerations as those of Punchayet held und.:
its own authority.

Thus some sort of justice was obtained, and it was less impur
than might be expected, from the sources by which it was supplic’
because public opinion aud the authority of the Magistrate -
bounds to Tukkaza, and the institution of Punchayets was a restra;:
on patronage and bribery.

The Punchayet itself, although in all but village causes it 1.
the defects before ascribed to it, possessed many advantages. Thouy:
each might be slow, the number that could sit at a time, even und.-.
the superintendence of one person, must have enabled them to decid!.
many causes. The intimate acquaintance of the members with th.
subject 1n dispute, and in many cases with the characters of tl.
parties, must have made thoir decisions frequently correct ; and it w -
an advantage of incalenlable value, im that mode of trial, that tl.
judges, being drawn frora the body of the people, could act on n
principles that were not generally understood ; a circumstance whic!
tiwv preventing uncertainty and obscurity in the law, struck at th
1y root of litigation. The liability of Punchayets to corrupti .

s checked by the circumstance that it did not so frequently happ: -
'+ one man to be a member, as to make venality very profitable, whit:
"« parties and the members being of his own class, he was mudi
-posed to detection aud loss of character: accordingly the Punchay.
..pear, even after the corrupt reign of Bajee Row, to have retained ..

great degree the confidence of the people, and they do not apps:.
-+ have hecn unworthy of their good opinion. All the answersto 1.

series (except those of the Collector of Ahmednuggur) give them .
-ry favorable character ; and Mr. Chaplin, in particular, is of opinic.
't in most instances their statement of the evidence is succinct ar. -
~ar, their reasoning on it solid and perspicuous, and tbeir decision
. a plurality of cases, just and impavtial,

Their grand defect was procrastinaticn, and to counteract it t!-
i:tors had recourse to the same remedies as with people in power-



.tercession  of patron-, 1 sometimes, no doul-
- ud bribes.

It is impossible to form very clear notions on the general result
this administration, either as to its dispatch of causes, the degree
jistice actually administered by it, or its effect on the character of

people ; but I should conjecture that simple causes were speedily

i and complicated ones very slowly. The Nyaeedaish princi-

1 the latter description, and in 20 years it filed less than 1,400
 which it is belicved that one-Kalf were never decided.
13 appear generally to have given just decisions, but men in
4 obstruct a reference to those assemblies, and could pre-
non of their decrees.  That justice was often denied,
sutted, appears from the frequency of Thullee, which

‘iery, arson, and even murder, committed to oblige .a

mment officer to satisfy the claims of the perpetrator.
amonest to the southward of the Kisna, but murders

SERVITE ‘putes about landed property are every where frequent.
th reg its effect on the charactcr of the people, the Ryots
i ~pects siwple and honest, but there is no regard for
ith, or - - for an oath, throughout the whole community; and
ey, v - and deceit, are carried to the highest pitch among
Pata! ~curnecs, and all who have much opportunity of practis-
thos. +.ites. There is no punishment for perjury or forgery.

award of a Punchayet, No. 2, it appears that 33 per-
- an engageraent to swear to any thing that one of
't dictate, and for this complicated offence they were
:jad by the Nyaeedaish. Litigiousness does not seem
* a1l prevalent, unless the obstinacy with which people
v claims to landed property can be brought under

ao the advantages and disadvantages of the native ad-
-n of justice which are to be weighed against those of the

General result,

Comparison of the
advaniages of the
Nuative plan  with

pted in our provinces. If we were obliged to take them as those of the Adawlut,

-y stood under the native Government, the scale would probably
-n be turned, but as it i possible to invigorate the system and to
move itg worst abuses the question is not so easily decided. The
st striking advantages in our plan appear to be,—that the laws are

~d, and ' | 13 means are taken to promulgate them they may he
IWIL A one ; that the decisions of the Adawlut, being always
- fixed 'os, may always be foreseen ; that there is a regular
1 cert lo of obtaining redress; that the decision on each
varat: - more speedy than in any native court, and that it is

e Leinco el 0 dhl st e oy be obtalned by



weddie ui i v iowint, cven from ofticers of Governnent, o 0
Government itself ; that the Judges are pure, and their purnity anc
correctness are guarded by appeals; and that the whole system
sleady and uniform, and is not liable to be biassed in its motions !
fear or affection, policy or respect.

On the other hand, it appears that although the regulations an
promulgated, yet, as they are entirely new to the people of India, -
long time must pass before they can he generally known, and as butt
they and the decisions of the court are founded on European notion.
a still longer period must clapse hefore their principles can be at ai
understood ; that this obscurity, of itself, throws all questions relatin: .
t, property into doubt, and produces litigation, whick is further pro

~oted by the existence of a class of men rendered necessary by th:
~.merous technical difficulties of our law, whose subsistenoe depends «.
1 abundance of law suits ; that by these means an accumulation -
~i1s takes place, which renders the speedy decision of the Adawlat -
o avail ; that the facility given to appeals takesaway from the adva
tage of its vigor, in’enforcing decrees, and renders it on the who!:
in many cases, more feeble and dilatory than even the Punchay
while in others it acts with a sternncss and indifference to rank an«
circumstances very grating to the feelings of the natives; that 1
control over the public officers lessens their powenwithout removin
the principle of despotism in the Government, or the habits cngen
dered by that principle in the people, and that by weakening one par:
of the machine without altering the rest, it produced derangement an
confusion throughout the whole ; that the remoteness of the Adaw-
Iut prevents the access of the common people, and " that 1if Moousitl,
with tees, Vakeels, &c., be adopted to 1‘qmedy this evil they are no
cxempt from  the corruption of the native system, while they occasic:
1 a remarkable degree the litigious spirit peculiar to ours.

This view of tiic Adawlut is taken from the reports drawn up i
‘~ngal, and it is possible that many of the defects described ma:
+iginate in the revenue system, in the voluminousness of the re-
gulations, or in other extrinsic circumstances; a supposition whict
appears to be supported by the state of the courts under Bombay.
where most of the evils alluded to are said to be still unfelt. But
enough will 1emain to satisfy us thatthe chance of attaining or ap
proaching to perfection is as smull under our own plan as under
that of the natives ; that on either plan we must submit to many in-
conveniences and many abuses ; und that no very sndden improvemen:
" to be looked for iu the actual state of things, If this he the .

hecomes of the tirst consequence to cherish whatever there 1
he existing vsfem, and te sltewmpt noe innovation that can



vrinciples now in force, since it is -« uucertain whether we ¢
Jduce better in thelr rooni.

I propose, therefore, that the native system should still be
rved, and means taken to remove its abuses and revive its
--y.  Such a course will be more welcome to the natives than any

: change, and, 1f it should fail entirely, it is never too late to
luce the Adawlut.

It is now, however, practicable for us to keep up the native plan
- wely unchanged. In removing abuses we destroy the moving
powers of Tukkaza, patronage and presents, and we must look out for
others to supply their place. For this purpose we may hope to have
more purity, more steadiness, and more energy, than the native Govern-
ment ; and I think we can scarcely fail to place the people in abetter
situation, with respect to justice, than that in which we found them.
Such a change in the mere administration of the law will probably
in time improve the character of our subjects, and admit of a gradual
improvement. in their radical principles ; but it seems desirable that
such improvement should be so slow as to allow the amelioration of
the society to keep pace with that of the laws, and thus escape the
evil of having a code unsuitabic to the circumstances of the people,
and beyond the reach of their understanding.

Our principal instrument must continue to be the Punchayet,
and that must continue to be exempt from all new forms, interference,
and regulation, on our part. Such forms would throw over this well-
known institution that mystery which enables litigious people to
employ courts of justice as engines of intimidation agaiust their
neighbours, and which renders necessary a class of lawyers, who among
the natives are the great fomenters of disputes.

Another ohjection to forms is, that they would deter the most
respectable people from serving on Puuchayets. The indolence of the
natives, their aversion to form and restraint, their hatred of novelties,
and their dread of getting into difficulties in an wnknown conrse of
proceeding, and thus exposing themselves to our supposed strictness,
would be sufficient to prevent any honest Patail from calling a Pun-
chayet, or any disinterested inhabitant from serving as a member;
but it is only the honest who would be thus deterred : those who looked
to profit through fraud would run a little risk 1n pursuit of their
selfish designs, and would study our new laws so ag to qualify them-
selves to evade them,

The Patail should be encouraged, as at present, to settle disputey
amicably, if he can, and otherwise to refer them to Punchayets, on the

r-!r! ‘.w-th‘l,

Improvement sug-
geated in the Mes
ratia system.



T lio o s s
batuch (or cousenty by the parties to the « ool the members,
and a Saronush (or decision) as concise a- loose to make it.
When these two papers can be produced, the «: «1sion should be final,
upless in case of corruption or gross injustice. When those papers urc
wanting, the cause must be considered as still Lable to investigation
but no censure is to be passed on the Punchayet for failing to produce
them. When a Patail refuses to grant a Punchayet, the Mamlutdar
may, on complaint, direct him to afford one ; and if either party object
to a Punchayet in his own village, the Mamlutdar shall be at liberty
to order one at his own residence, or at any other village, as I believe
was practised by the Marratta Government. But unless both parties
«ive thelr free consent to the arrangement proposed by the Mamlut-

1. that officer must report the case to the Collector, and await his
LTS |
Appeals from village Punchayets should be made to the Collector,
-, if he thinks the Punchayect has not been freely chosen, or that
+ hus not fully decided ; or if on a summary cnquiry he discovers any
gross error or injustice, or sees good ground to suspect corruption,
may order a new Punchayet, cither at the original village, or else-
where,  In this enquiry the Collector can of eourse direct the Mamlut-
dar to make any local investigation that may be necessary, and he
can employ his assistant, or an Amcen, either in conducting the
summary enquiry, or in superintending the second Punchayct : but he
«neht on no account to go into an emaquiry in any ordinary case
rely because the Punchayet appear to him to have decided erro-
+ously ; the object of this appeal being rather to watch over the purity
the courts, than to amend their decisions. The appeal ought to
to the Collector, rather than to the Mamlutdar, to prevent that
wrer either quashing complaints, or necdl < !y drawing up causcs
- the village tribunals to his own,

These rules will provide for the adj. of disputes among
lagers, but therc are many mercantile o 1 persons who reside
towns, and are not subject to the author:: iy Patail.  For these

v<ong another plan must be adopted. When they belong to trades,
Shaitee, or head of the trade, may pertorm the functions perform-
o Patail, in summoning a Punchayet, with the consent of the
1l when these means are insufficient a comnplaint may be
“he Mamlutdar, who, if he cannot accommodate the matter,
his own interposition or a Punchayet agreed to by both
raust report it to the Contreller, who will authorize o
t of persous of the same order. When the parties 1o
wtion ot these Punchayets to the Mamlutdar, or -



officer of Government, he cannoi Le too careful to « |1 the members,
s0 as to make asttendance as little onerous as pos-ible. Persons
unemployed ought to be preferred to men in busine-s, -md the whole
to be managed as much on the principle of rotation «~ the disposition
of the parties may admit. The objection of the parties to any men-
ber ought, however, to be always attended to, and if they shew a
disinclination to the persons proposed by the Government agent,
they ought to be allowed to name four respectable people themselves,
who ought to chose a fifth as an umpire. If the members cannot
agree, the umpire must be named by the Government officer.

In very large towns the superintendenee of these Puncbayets may
be too much for the Mamlutdar to undertake ; and it will therefore be
found necessary to nominatc officers (to be called Ameens, or what-
ever name has hitherto been in use among the Marrattas,) expresshy
for the admimstration of justice, There might be one to every
Mamlutdar's district, or onc to every two; but it ought first to be
tried whether the Mamlutdars are sufficient to keep down the busi-
ness, as the institution of so many dispensers of justice, besides the
revenue officers, will certainly be new, and its eftects on the Puncha-
yets and on the people cannot be clearly foreseen, some means must
however be found out to make up, in Poona especially, for the numer-
cus chiefs and ministers who formerly used to asscmble Punchayets.
For this purpose, I think, there cught to be three Native Judges at
Poona, with salaries amounting to 200 Rupees each, and three of
inferior rank, with inferior salaries, who should receive complaints
referred to them by the Collector, and submit them to Punchayets,
or decide them themselves, when both parties consented to that mode
of adjustment.

In such cases as the Collector should expressly prescribe, causes
to be tried by Punchayets might be shaped by the Ameen in such a
manner that the pleadings, documents, and evidence might all be
brought at once before the Punchayet, and the cause decided at one
sitting, limless the Punchayet should call for more information.

In causes decided by the Ameen alone, an appeal should iie to
the Collector, who might always, or on all reasonahle grounds, order a
Punchayet to try the case ancw. The higher class of Amcens might
try causes to any amount, but the second clase should be lmited to
'200 Rupees. The Collector might in all cases call up such causes
as he thought of great importance to be tried before him or hig
assistants, The Shastree to each Collector might be an Ameen, and
might receive an addition to his salary on that account.

In each of the large towns, perhaps two in each district, hesides
Poona, there might be an Ameew, with powers ouly to grant Puncha.



vet. when agreed to by both partic v+ w-ttle such eauses o
partics might agree in writing to refur to jus decision ; but wherc:.
there was a dispute about the mode of trial, he ought to take ti.
orders of the Collector.

The Ameens in the towns might have 150 Rupees a month, a:,
all the Ameens might bave a certain addition to their salary for eve,
20 causes decided by them, or by Punchayets under their directio:
The expenses might be defrayed from fines, hereafter to be mentic.
ed, but the connection between their allowances and the fund fro
which they are drawn ought not to be apparent to the Ameen,

To complete the administration of justice references might |-
nade on all doubtful ;juestions of Hindoo law to the principal Shs
vces, who receive pensions or Wurshashuns. The selection in ea-
..ference might be left to the Commissioner, as was the practice wi:
‘he natives, or a rmall addition might be made to the salary of
crtain number, who might be eonstituted regular authorities,
‘ecide on points of law.

Appeals ought to be received from the Ameens on the princij.
hove mentioned, and in the same manner the Commissioner shou:
-ceive specia} appeals from the Collectors, not with a view to revi:
heir decisions on each case, but to give him an opportunity of ascc:

- ining that his instructions are acted up to, and that the custom
‘ha country e not departed from.

1t is chiefly by this superintendence that we can hope to pur:’
and invigorate the native system, so as "to convert it from a me
engine of oppression into an instrument for 2 more extensive disper
sation of justice than exists even in our own old provinces.

It is indispensable on this principle that the Collector shor
give audience, for at least two hours every day, to all ranks, recei
complaints vivd voce, and grant decisions and orders on Mamlutda: -
as the cases require. If he confine himself to receiving petitions
writing, 1t is impossible that he should have time to become acquais
ed with the state of things in his district. This practice, co»
bined with the Collector’s tours round his distriet, ought to be
great check on the Mamlutdars, and those officers cught likewise
be obliged to answer speedily and fully every complaint made again
them, or reference semt to them, The great indulgence and fo
bearance recommended towards Punchayets and Patails should ha-
no place towards Mamlutdars, on whoee purity and efficiency
much 1-pends, and with whom those qualities can only be preser::
by stiiet Jiseiphne.

™ int to be decided on by & Punchayct, under a Pat::

‘ed to 150 Rupees, and by a Mamlutdar or Ame:«



Loat to Tt Rupees: when the amount exceeds this,
W st toall a Punchayet, even with the consent
X =en the Collector’s orders. Any sum

Ly ctor, but great causes, where delay and

it ve, would be best done under his own
lence. :

s, in which g:. ~.dars are parties, should be reported to
the sstoner, who should take measures himself, or send special
in-! - in each ense. No claim for a debi incurred during the
M. 'wvernment ought to be enforced aguinst this class with
m ness than that Government weuld have evinced, and all

v -« relating to causes of those persons should be conducted

rling to the practice of the former Government, as above described.

Rules onght to be wade limiting the period at which a suit can

utertained.  Twelve years from the commencement of the dispute

k] be sufficient in cases of personal propurty, buta very long

«d must be allowed in_digputes about land, provided always that
ror decision by a competent authority has taken place.

These rules must. he observed by the Mamlutdars and- Ameens,
they must not extend to Patatls, who must be guided by custmn

A period ought also to be fixed, after which apprals on com)-
ross error, bribery, &c., will not be received : these ought
3 when the canse was tried b a Punchayet, and long wher.
da Judge.

Mamlutdars and Ameens shoulil - il registers of the canses uiuy

to the Collectors, and the Collectors to the Commissioner, but
e hing ol the sort should be required from the Patail.

So far, indeed, am T from wishing to clog the proccedings of the
lower orders with forms, that T think a decision ought to he received
and cnforced by the public authorities, by whomsoever it has heen
passed, in every case where there is a written consent to the arbitra-
tion on the behalf of the parties, and a written award on that of the
arbitrators.

Too much pains cannot be taken to encourage private arbitra-
tions, and this is the more necessary from an opinion, which appears
to be industriously propagated, that our Government resents and
punishes any interference of individuals in affairs which are within its
jurisdiction.

The t,mployment of professional Vakeels ought to be m-ictly
forbidden, both in the Mamlutdars, Ameens, and Collectors’ (Cut-
NN with th s, they are not likely to exist
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. description of persons who were not unkno -1 the

tiovernment, and who appear, from Mr. Lum -+port,

« bucoming comunon under ours. This eclass, to «ii ww bad

iitics of hired Vakeels, adds that of corruption in the decision of

1w cause.  Perhaps some rule should be fixed to compel the Mam-

lutdars and Amecns to attend to this caution, but this is the only
regulation T would venture to propose regarding Punchayets.

The difficulty of assembling the members, and of getting them to
come to a decision, suggest, at first view, suine rules to promote those
ends : but none can, I think, be ventured on without the risk of
wnking attendance first entirely compulsory, and then very odious.
The Magistrate may exercise his influence, and even an indefinite
authority as hitherto, to procure attendance and decision, but he
ought to use no absolute force, and, above all, to impose no fines, no
other punishiments. The atmost would be, to call the Punchayet to
his court, and seat them with an Amecy, from morning to night,
until they should decide. '

The Collector might be empowered to bestow on members of
Puuchayets, on whowmn attendance should appear to fall particularly
hard, a sum of money at his discretion, to defray their expenses, and
he ought to withhold all assistance of the kind, where the attendance
of the embers bas been particularly remiss.

Punchayets ought to be furnishad with a peon, to summon wit-
nesses and parties, and in the event of +he non-attendance of one of
the partics, after due notice, the cause might be decided against him,
though liable to revision, on guod ground being shiewn for his absence.

Some check is required to prevent. frivolons and litigious com-
plaints, especially in appeals from the decision of Punchayets. Fees
hiwve been suggested for this purpose, but it is very doubtful whether
they are a chuck on litigation any further than they are a check upon

=tice.

It uppears a better remedy to allow the Punchayets, or the person

" tries the cause, to fine a party, whose complaint or whose defence
patpably frivolous, and if this is thought to be too great a latitude to
st to a Punchayet, the fine might be limited to the extent of the
‘th, formerly taken by the Marratta Government, or even to the

i+t which would, on our own system, be levied (even where there
'ult) in the shape of cost, and fees, stamped paper, &c. A

* the money g0 levied might be given to the injured party

-, und the rest wonld go to pay the commission allotted to

s and the expense of members of Punchayets. It the fund
lequate to this piopose o farther < miteht he raesed by



sale of stamped paper for all deeds and contracts, whi
curity against forgery, as well as the means of raising a 1.

In cases of appeals, I would oblige the appellant to enter inio »
1l to pay a particular fine if the complaint proved vexations, and
this, as well as the fine, imposed on the loscr, would only be a mitiga-
tion of the Marratta practice in both cases. Dcerees should be
enforced in the mildest forms in use with the Marrattas 1 a Hivearra,
or, in a case of a respectable man, a Carcoon, should be sent to insist
on the payment of the sum decreed, and to prevent the debtor eating
from sunrise to sunset, unless it were paid. The property of the
debtor cuglit also to be sold, but not his house, nor the implements
of s profession. If all this should be insufficient, he should be
imprisoned for a period, to be fixed, on the report of the Punchayet,
according to the amount of his debt, and the fraudulent or litigion
pirit he had displayed.

A question arises, rcgarding the native practice of Tukkaza. ¥
left, as 1t was among the natives, 1t leads 10 every sort of oppression,
and the more, as the suffercr 15 often prevented coming to complain.
It donc away entirely, the great principle which drives en to
Punchayets, private arbitrations. and voluntary compositions. is put an
end w, and every creditor 1= compelled to come to court. It is absolutely
necessary to prohibit the use of force, but perhaps all restraints and
inconveniencies that depend on the point of honor ought to be allowed
to remain. '

The plan I have proposed has many obvious and palpable Advantages ané
defeets, and mavy more will no donbt appear when 11 oputalions are Gdntags of thr
fully observed. It has this advantage, that 1t leaves unimpaired the
institutions, the opinions, and the feclings, that have hitherto kept
the community together ; and that, as its fuult is meddling too litile,
it may be graduoatiy remedied hy interfering when urgently requived
An opposite plan, if 1t fail, fails entirely ; it has destroyed every thing
that could supply its place, and when 1t sinks the whole frame of the
society smks with it.  This plan hus another advantage likewise,
that if it does not provide complete instruments for the decision of
suits, it keeps clear of the canses that produce litigation. It makes
no great changes, either real or apparent, in the laws ; and it leads to
no revolution in the state of property. The established pracuice also,
though it be worse than auother proposed in its room, will be less
grievaus o {he people, who bave accommodated themsclves to the

pre | . seurecly aware of their existence ; while every
- fan .1 perhaps, many thiugs that are not fanlts,
Wi : 1 want of this adaptation. [ do net, how.

ar interference with the native plan s o



preveni Gy the comtiany, v 1al ol the +un

+ 1 a summary decision by an European Judg:

"« natives than any other mode of trial. 'Ti-

* first ; but if ihe decisions of Europeans should cver
to occasion the disusc of the native modes of set:

itld soon be a run on the courts, and justice, howey.
‘ained, would never be got without years of delay.

There must, however, in the system ne.

1o sacrifice of form, and even some gaen
'~ to be expected that the abnses whicl
'} give particular disgust to most of our
pngnant to our ways of thinking, and
e are equal Memishes in every other .

. the least offensive in our eyes are ofl-
atives,  This unsuitableness of the natr.
14, however, a very sertous objection tu n
‘ioubtful if we shall he able to mamtaiu 1.
11 15 to be entrusted shall have ccased

their fitness, )

If our own system be unintelligible to the - - least
intelligible to us, and as its chardctenstic 18 stri hecks
to departure from them, it is not easy to go wrory - as it
possesses no very nice adaptation to the native way « Ling, a
little derangement is of no great consequence. But th. . ..:.ie plan

can seldom be thoroughly understood by any of us; we may act
against itz plainest rules from mere ignorance, and we must all be
liable to strike at 1its vital principles when we think we are only
‘removing its defects.  Nor i31t necessary that the legislator should fall
mto this error to produce the most fatal cffects. The crror of an
inferior executive officer is sufficient to overthrow the system
The Commissioner percetves the numerous irregularities, abuses, and
srruptions in village Punchayets, which may be avoided by a few
‘ple rules, and the complete insight and effectual superintendence
wat would be gained by a mere report of the Patail's procecdings ; he
- kes his regulations, directs a register to be drawn up, pnnishes the
et of his orders regarding it, and from that moment there is an

. of village Punchayets, until Patails shall be found who will
lrrtake those troublesome and unknown forms, from mere public

‘1. the chance of punishment and censure for unintentional

Not less effectual would be the decisions of an inexperienced

© acting with that confidence which 1nexpervior e alone

he fines some Punchayets for exceeding then ry, and

some Patails for confounding theu jadicial wit e fiscal



funsr:  and the effect of his decision is as complete within his
distii > . if alaw had been enacted prohibiting all interference in
settling disputes, except by the officers of Government,

To avert these dangers, the best plan is too keep this territory,
for a considerable time, under a separate Commissioner, on whose
vigilance we must depend for correcting mistakes such as have been

described.

Wishing to give a complete picture of the shape in which I re- Alterations alisady

commended the native system to be preserved, I have not distin- tutroduced. |
guished between the arrangements already adopted, and those only
proposed. In general, the Marratta system has been kept unchanged.
Tlere are, however, some slight differences in the modes of proceeding
of the different Collectors. Mr. Chaplin receives all complaints that
cannot be settled with the consent of the parties, and direects the
Mamlutdar to enquire into them, and, when necessary, to grant Pun-
chayets. Captain Grant adopts the same course, but also has many
causes decided by himself and his Assistants at Sattara. Captain
Pottinger’s proceedings are similar to Captain Grant’s, and in the
present state of Candeish there appears to be scarcely any judicial
business. At Poona, it has long since been found necessary to
appoint three native Ameens to assist in the adiinistration of justice.
These persons regulate Punchayets, and try causes, which both parties
agree to submit to thern, and latterly causes also, where the parties
neglect to name the members of the Punchayet. There Lave been
3,428 causes filed at Poona, of which there have been settled without
a trial 1,323, |

By Punchayets ... ... ... ... ... ... ... .. 376
By injunction from the Collectur v e e B39
Dismissed on the non-attendance of the plamtlﬁ' 408
And there have been deetded ... ... ... ... ... L0l5
By the Collector and his Assistants... ... ... .. 20+
By Punchayets, chosen by the parties ... -... ... 44
By Ameens ... ... .. .o . o e .. 248

1,052 causes were undecided in the end of March ; on the whole, Ultimate vapsove:
I should think that the means we have bitherto possessed have not ;ﬁ;’;?stsg those m ¥
been sufficient to meet the demand in Poona, and perhaps, owing tq
the constant occupation of the Mamlutdars in re%enue business, the
same moy bo true in the country. I hope the plan now proposed
will be more effectuzl. Should it fail, it will be pecessary to have
numerous Ameens for holdiug Punchayets, and to adopt, by degrees,
stricter rules to compel the attcudance and hasten the decisions of
those bodies. If that should be insufficient, Moonsifs must be cm-
powered to try causcs by themselves, in which case there must !



1‘.‘.lll(,-l)-n!n -J u-i';:v 1) !li'.‘n ;lpj‘.n:nl.«
ments must not be introduced un
carcful not to induce the natives

settling disputes, by holding ow: pote vl pu.
justice, which we may not ultim... able to reali.
Samary  of our To sum up the effects of our o, police, and |

tivil Arrangements. o have, in revenue, lighter, mor. and more ¢
less pecnlation, and consequently »fit to the a. Ce
ment. In police, more attention ore vigour. | violer
and, so far, less efficiency. In civ.. e, the ovee T
(GGovernment has taken on itself the whole resy: otect
people’s rights, but there 1s more form, nore delar

some cascs, and lee in others. Inerim
seruples, more triaks. more acquittals, ne
crimes, exeopt robbery, and for that, b



APPENDIN.

TEANSLATIONS of a deed of purchase executed in the year Shue
1726 Rucklakshee, on Pouch Vud Pritty Pudda, between
‘anojee Bin Dutojee, Patail, Cuddum of the village of Gaivee,
-1 the Purgunnah of Phultan ; and Becinajee Bin Assajee, Patail
»adoay, the Muceadum (or Chicf Patail) of the village of
~eregaum, in the Patas Turuf of the Praunt of Poona, sui 1214

fel. '

The reason of this deed of purchase being executed is, that the
Muceadum (or chiefship) of the above-mentioned village, Jecregaum,
being exclusively mine, and that as there has been a severe famine
the land the whole of this year, and many have died for want of food,
and as I also find myself reduced to the last extremity, from au
absolute want of every kind of sustenance, or means of procuring it,
exrepting by disposing of my Wuttun (hereditary office and lands
perhaps) and Suice ; if 1 were not to dispose of some of it, I should
die, and the whole world would be lost to me, I have resolved to save
my life by dividing my Wuttun Writtce, and admitting partner to its
chgagement.

With this fixed design I have come to you, and fallen on your
ineck, begeing that yon will preserve my life during the continuance
of the fanmine, and that, in consideration of your doing so, you will
accept a half of the rights of my Muccadumee, while 1 retain the
other half.

Thus petitioning and speaking to you, in the strongest manncr
you have consented, and I now execute this agrecment, to testify my
voluntary relinquishment in your favor of half my rights or sole
Muccadnmee of the above-mentioned village, and that, in consideration
thereof, I have before witnesses accepted and received seven hundred
and oune rupees.  You have thus preserved the lives of my family, and
we shall henceforward jointly enjoy all rights (Thug), dignity (Mauan-
paun}, &e., according to the nndermentioned detail.

First. HUGDAREE, or RIGHTS and PERQUISITES.

Ist. GooGREE. Two maunds, at the rate of 16 puheelas per
mannd an each eultivated Chahoor of land,  Iaf this crain or half
“dl be vonrs, and half oo



ATPPENDIN

aed, BHAL Jmna on the annuy

'tling the Jumma, amounting to 25 Ru:
»d one Lalf mine,

oy,
it you:

3rd. PaLBarrA, For every Chaloor of cultivated lund I ai
vtitled (at the reaping season) to an hundred bundles of the grai .
+oduced ; half of this shall be yours, and half mine.

4th. Hoorpa NiMBooR. The half of what I receive from eac:
- id on these accounts shall be yours, and half miue.

Rewark. Hoorda is unripe Joarry, which it is consider -
ieasant to eat roasted : the quantity received by the Patail from ear
~Id is from one to two puheelas. Nimboor is unripe Bajerry take.
1 the same purposc.
5th. MULEATEEN., For products of the earth fromirrigation yc .
41l receive half of these products, and of all new similar produc
hich come to my shure,
Remark. This Thug is very uncertain,
- ~getables and garden products.

6th. RaLipaseecHa Wotror. Half shall
.Jine.

tes chiefly 1

surs, and ha!

Remark, This 1s a small exaction, of from one to two ann:o.
‘ken from travellers who stop at the village. It is distinet frou.
-aglee, or what is puid to the Ramoossees of the village for keepir.
atch at night over travellers’ property.

7th. SHEVEDEER. Teliachee {rights from the oilman) ; half shu!
- yours, and half mine.

Remark. There is a considerable quantity of oil produced :.
ne Deccan from plants sown annually, and cultivated in fields, eitl.:
ngly, or mixed with grain; the most common plants of this kind o

the Til, the Imvus, the Kareel, Amborey, Kusde, and Moore. T}
Patails, in some places, send round every evening for oil, when eac .

‘ilman puts alike in the dish. Others receive their quota monthl
-nd others annually.

8th, KoOSHTEECHE MAzZ (weavers’ looms). We shall each has
hadf,

Remark,  Each loom pays, at the end of the year, one cloth
he description of cloths woven on 1. A Kooshtee is a weaver «
:nds of a cloth, which answers the purpose of a Sarhee, of Puchors-
nd sometimes of Sarhees. Besides Kaoshtees, there are other kind-
" village weavers, Jains, Salees, Dhungurs, (who are also shepherds
.} Momins: the last are Mahomedans,

Otl,, DHUNGURCHE MaAG (woollen weavers’ looms)  Half gha!
yours IR IE T S IR
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Mod 'TURUPA. What is received on market-day:
hopkeepers;, Banlans, &c.; such as tobacco, Sopary, N
Paun, Gor, &e.
+1th. BAPROTTEE ZUMEEN (Miras and). 19 Rookas of this I
~all have half; that is, eight Rookas in one place, and a Ruok..
half in another place which contains a Well, the whole of which
- up to you. I retain the other half of the land.

:2th. T have s Well in one Rooka of ground appmpriated for
wnwth of vegetablos; half shall be yours, and half sball remain

13th.  Yon shall bave balf my tenersent to reside i

. Attached to the Muccadumee, or Patailship, there are Enam
to the extent or half a Chahoor. or six Rookas. You shall enjoy
t this, while I retain the other half

+th.  The village Mars who perform service tor me, shall alse

e to the village I have three Rookas of land ; one aud
o . shall be youry, and the rest continue to be mine. But

besi! there 18 & quantity of land without tenants or labourers,
-and -longs to the village. You shall take half of this land,
whil. n the other half.

The meaning of the latter sentence is, perhaps, that
~njoy an eqnal title to the disposal, or, if it may be term-
stromage of the land, because there is always a small fee
‘he Patails who let out, or sell the occupied tields of the
.15 passage, however, argues strongly the right of the
- digpusal of all lands not possessed by the Government,
4nd Koacum” lands.

MAUNPAUN, DIGNITY and PRECEDENCE.

- 1'sHREEF. (The annual Government present on the full
the revenues.) We shall receive Tushreef vear and year

/nd.  On the festival of the Holi, it will be customary for both
to bake bread. The musical instrument players shall comz to my
house first, and go playing before me till I arrive at your house,
when we shall both set out; my bread being carried on the right of
your bread, and on arfiving at the place of worship (a tree) 1 shall tie
nr. yours under it. We shall then together equally go through the

“p and the rest of the ceremony corjointly ard at the same time.

«rd. On the occasion of Skesalshet (a ceremony which occurs cn

nustor, o 6th, the day after Nagpunchumee,, we shall both
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make an image

together carry the umagues, atter our wons
to the well or tank, and throw them into
Your Shesalshet shall go in procession on :

4th. On the Polse Amauass, the bu!
at the same time.—yours on the left, and -
this way, the one equal with the other, th:
sion round Hanuman ; but the music shar
while yours remain until it returns, wheu
locks home with music also.

5th. On marriages and Pats I shall tuse recenve Beera, 1
{Paun Sopary, and a mark on the forehead,) and then you: on lik.
oceasion the Candwa (a large, round sweet cake) shall be equally shared
by us.

6th. We shall worship, not all the old Gods, but all th
++-s that may be set up together, and net before, or after ea:!

7th. The headsof all goats sacrified to any of the ..
~fure were wholly mine, shall now be half of each hea.

Remark., Hanuman is never oftered the sacrifice
to Bhowanny, Cundoobha, and Bheeroobha, such sacrifi.
able ; the carcass of the gnat is eaten bv the owner of t
friends.

8th. On the fuli “of M all re
you shall receive one.

9th. We ‘Shﬂ.lll d tow . shoe~ LM
TICe @ year.

10th. The village Derhs, on festivals and great occasions, shall
“e us both a piece of firewood, but mine shall be given first.

11th. On Kewl Putturs my name shall be written uppermost
1 yours, and below ouly one Plough (plough is the signature of =
[tivator).

12th. We shall each have a goat on the Dussara, and their
value will be put in the village expenses.

13th. On the Dewully, &c., the pipersshall play at my door first,
and then at yours.

T4th. We shall make the Dussara Pooja together.
15th. Tavitdtions to marriages, & shall be first given to me.

16th. The Shella given on Pat:  -rarriages of widows, or rather
contracts answering the chiet en rriages to be shared
Detweonr us.
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7th ¢ Ohunzurs from .i.r flocks shal

ty shoo :

18th. i .ue Gor and Til given on t'e Sunkerrant shall be
and ! e, In this manner you un} | & (confirming the

- tran. - (o all futurity).

‘hen * .08Ses’ namnes.

onfirmation of this deed was granted by former
rhe copy of the deed, abuve translated, was found

(Signed; H. D. ROBERTSON.

ter, dated the 9th March 1818, from Captain
"rovisional Cullector at Poonu, to the Honourable
‘VE.
of the tenures by which the land is held by the
Deccan Coonbees, my enquiries have been more: successtul. The
general divisions of husbandmen are two—Thulkarrees, or men who
cultivate their own fields; and Coolwarrees or Oopurees, men who
labour on lands not their own. The Thulkurree's tenure is uniform ;
the occupancy of the Coolwarree is of different kinds.

The Thulkurree s also called a Mirasdar. Thul signifies a field,
and perhaps the literal meaning of Thulkurree is a man belonging
to, or who laboursin, a field. The terma Mirasdar is more expressive of
the actval conditinn of the Thulkurrce ; Meeras signifying patrimony,
Leritage, succession. But whatever arguments could be adduced
against the wurd Thulkurree or Mirasdar, as definitive of the condi-
tion of the person known by these appellations, there can be no doubt
entertained of what that condition really is, for he is considered, and
acknowlcdged by the Government, to have the property of the lands
he cultivates. [ am yet uninformed, and perhaps it may never be
clearly established, at what period the Deccan landlords acquired
their rights to the property of the soil, by purchasing it from the Go-
vernment, or the village, or whether 1t has always been inberent to
them, and that the Government has either usurped their rights m
some instances, or broken through a custom of allowing lands laying
waste from a deficiency of population afterwards to become the in-
beritance of the multiplying descendante of the original number of
land proprietors.

The Deccan landlord is proud of his situation, and is envied
arong bis brethren, who are the cultivators of lands not their own:
their feeling of attachment to their fields is remarkably keen; and

s beaeioes hut the utmost pecuniary dintoe will induce them
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to abanden their rights of proprietorship. Thesc o v cinhes
inherited or purchased ; and it is a remarkable circuinstauce, that
the bady of the deed of sale it is invariably usual te record that h:
who sells his lands has begged of him who buys them to become th
purchaser. 1t would seern that this information 18 deemed reqguisito
as a safe-guaid to the buyer, in consequence of the known reluctanc
.of all landlords to part with their lands, to show that no subterfuge
was used to force or trick them from the original proprietor. 1 hav
the honor to enclose the translation of two deeds of sale of land. The
first has been executed and acted on without any reference to the Go-
vernment. 'The second has been secured to .a confirmation, first on
tBe part of the ruler during whose reign it was executed, and after-
wards by his successor.  When a Thulkurrec dies without bheirs, or
leaves his native country to reside in another, his lands become the
property of the village, unless the proprietor returns before thirty
years.

The lands of the Deccan villages are all measured, or supposed
to be so. The village ascounts are made up by accounting for the
disposition of its lands. Every field has a name. The lands are
appraised- according to their quality of Ootum, first rate, Muddum,
middling, and Kumist, or poor land. The Thulkurree pays land-rent
to Government according to the extent and quality of his lands
‘This land-rent is supposed to admit of no increase.

The Coolwarree ought probahly to be pronounced Cowlwarree,
which would signify a person bolding a Cowl or permission. The
‘Coolwarree, whatever be the origin of his name, 18'in fact a farmer
He cultivated lands not his own, under different names, according to

the nature of his agreement.
‘(A true Extract.)

Translation. of a Kwreed Puttur, or Deed of Purchase, dated 1739
Shex Eshwar (Nam Suniwatsies Cheyteroud Treeteen).

To Pandoorung Raw Ramchundur Bingey,-of the willage ot
Jonderee Turup Hawvelly Kiryat Mahawull, Pergunnah Poona, from
Bheyjee, the Bon of Mahadajee, and Madojee, the :Son of Jugojee
Cassid, of the same village. Sooma Sein Suba Asper, Meya Thein Un
Alif, 1226 Fuzulee.

A deed of purchase is executed to this effect, for this reason, that,
masmuch as we formerly received from you 917 Rupees on account
of six ‘Rookas of the Thul field,-called Gana, transferred to you .along
with the Well in mortgage for 27 years, and that at the .end of the
-abovementioned period you, having received from the enjoyment of
the land the valne of vour monev. were to restore it to ns: and that
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A8, at this 1+
203 years sti.:

"\ years of the period of the mortgage having expired
- wmain, and we are reduced to distress and to the
.chance of dylug trom want of food, we have now come to you, to fall
on your neck, and te petition you, that as you have a right to our
‘land for 20} years, and we are reduced to want, you will, in .conse-
.quence of our joint desire, accept fur ever of half,—namely, three Rookas
of the land mortgaged to you, with half the Well,—on condition that
you will itnmediately yield your title to the other half to us, making .
the price of the half we give you up, on a caleulation of what we
should have to pay, to redeem the whole six Rookas mortgaged for
20} years, Rupees 675.

We therefoere hereby give to you the land above-mentioned for
675 Rupees, the sum we may be said to owe you for the whole land
wmortgaged, and with its half the Well attached to it, and the western
half of the tenement we possess, Tulkurees in the village, with what-
.ever Walls there may be thereon, namely by—Huths in length trom
mnorth to south, and 12 Huths in breadth from west to east. You are
bound to preserve all the customs of the village, and to conform to
particular customs heretofore established in respeet to the land and
rights now made yours ; such as the payment of the Sircar’s revenue,
Purelapaun, &c., the rights of the Kulkurnee, and the Baloot of the
‘Balooties ; and you will enjoy, you and your sons, and your sons’ sons,
to future generations, the land above-mentioned ; and on the ground,
in the village given tu you, vou will build a place, what you please,
.and be undisturbed ; and we engage to be answerable for any molesta-
tion given you by any of onr friends or relations, so that vou vill
sustain no injury. This deed of purchase, which we have writien
valid (Suhee,) dated the 16th of the month Jummadee-ool-akhe:

Written out in the band-writing of Gopail Sidesheour !
abovementioned village.

WITNESSES.

The Muccadunis of the said
willage Koosajee Bin  Shokaje
Patcll Canwa, and Kundojee Bin
‘Villojee Golay.

Bheyie Bin Knistdojee Panclkur,
.of the same village, &c. &ec. &c.

PLOUGHS.
(That is signaturc shaped so)
Tumbuckjee Bin FEssajee, the
Carpenter. Janojee Bin Ram-

juellorary, the Barber. Willojee Bin

Bherjuthee, (Goora Bamajee Bin
Poonja, the Currier, &e. &c¢. &c.

(Signed) H. D. ROBERTSON,

Collector.

o ndlation of a Government Confirmation of the Deed of Purchase
of Land.

To the Deshmookh and Despandy of the prount of Poona. Be it
i wn that o von, Mahadajee Bin Nazojee and Namajee Bin Ansojee
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-hejeoul, Bvots of the vilinge of Wurkee Turut Huvelly, there i oun
Enam-putter and Miras-putter given as follows. (Here iz mentioned
the year and date.)

You baving come to Poona have represented that both your
Grandfathers Raijee, alias Ragoojee, and his younger brother Chahoo-
jee, lived together in the year 1639, and that the Patells of the above-
mentioned village having been reduced to distress, accepted from your
said relations a sum of money, and voluntarily gave them a portion of
their Enam land, measuring 1} Rookas and 74 Rookas of Miras land,
and that having thus sold their lands a deed of purchase was executed
in the name of Raijee, alias Ragoojee, to the following purport.

(Here follows a deed of purchase similar to Enclosure No. 1.)

A decd of purchase of the above tenor having been executed
was confirmed in the year Soorsun Meya Wa Alf by the deceased,
Bajec Row Pundit Pradhan to your Grandfatbers, at which time
SBuntajee’s son Muckajee and Tuckagee Patell having beeu brought to
the presence and asked what lands they had voluntarily transferred to
your Grandfathers, stated as tollows :—

1sf.—Part of our Enam lands, to equal to 1} Rookas, viz. belong-

ing to Muckajee Patail v wev weo oo ... Rooka }
Ditto to Tuckajee do. .. T O R |
Do. 1}

204l ~Part of Miras lan

1. Of the field called Soandur, containing 24 ... Rookas 6
2. Of the do. do. Coley Thul, containing 12 ... Do. 1§

&
And 3rd—A part of our premises in the village, 45 Huths long
and 40 broad. '

Now yon having brought a deed of purchase corresponding with
the above statement, and having all produced a document executed
by the deceased Bajee Row, confirming its validity, and as you are
desirous that the present Government should also testify the same, it
is hereby decreed that you and your sons and descendants shall enjoy
in Enam and in Miras the lands, &c., according to the tenor of the
coutirruatory aet of the late Bajee Row Pundit Pradhan, and that you
shall continue to conform to the practices of the village, in regard to
the lands you have acquired,

Signed) H. D. ROBERTS(
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‘et of a letter doted the 22nd December 1818, from Captain
BriGes, Political Agent in Candeish, to the Honorable M.
KLPHINSTONE. .

'he remainder of the provinece, and that part of Gungturry un-
der my authority, appears to have undergone a similar survey in the
time of Mullick Uwber, the founder of Aurungabad, and the sue-
cessor to the GQovernment of the last of the Nizam Shahy Princes.
As far as my enquiries have enabled me to learn, the assessment
were pretty much the same as those of Acbar’s, but the nature of the
landed tenure was essentially different.

This Prince seems thoroughly to have comprebended the use of
the soil to Government, by identifying the interest of the cultivator
with its fertility. While Acbar considered the land the property of
Government, Mullick Umber confirtned the right of cultivating cer-
tain fields to the Ryots; he made a considerable portion of the land
private property ; the lands of the village were considered the joint
property of the township; the fallow land was the coramon for the
pasture of the cattle ; and the ploughed ground was either the pro-
perty cf individuals, or cultivated by tenants, who received a portion -
of the crops. It appears to have been a principle of his wise adminis-
tration to encourage the possession of private landed property as a
means of attachimg their cultivators to their own soil, and making over
in perpetuity to themn what is only useful to Government, as long as
they continued to remain on it. The farmer bolding private land is
called Wuttundar, or hereditary proprietor, and the mere cultivator is
styled Oopry, and is a tenant at will. The whole of the village
officers—ruch as the Patail, the C'uleurnee, the barber, the washerman,
the watchman, the carpenter, the smith, the goldsmith, the potter, the
Josee, astrologer, or schoolinaster, and the currier—had each his ficld
assigned to him ; his office and his land are both hereditary. and so
far personal that both one and the other are saleable, or transferable
by gift; these lands are free of taxes as a remuneration for the perfor-
mance of their offices, and to ensure in each village, however small,
one of these useful members of the commumty. The Mahars or
Dehers, hereditary watchmen of each village, are those to whom boun-
dary disputes are referred for settlement. These boundaries are
marked by stones fixed in the ground, and beneath each stone is
usually deposited an earthen pot full of charcoal. It is surprising how
these landmarks are prescrved long after villages are uninhabited,
and so tenacious are landholders of their fields, that they will often-
cultivate themn at the distance of three or four miles from-the place
they reside in, if their own village is deserted, rathef than take up
vl new gionind that a2y b ear or morc rouvenlent, s o
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bl e they had not been reported, 1

hiu. - hrought to the notice of the Si

write to that officer, and get his leave to alter i .

When the period of an Istawah grant expire:!

it he chose, cease to cultivate to the full extent of his Jiound,
so doing he forfeited (ns 1 have already stated) his claim to
futurc; and the Patail, in coneert with the Shaikdars acting .
permission from the Kumavisdar, was bound to find, if po<yy
other cultivator whose tenure was exactly that of his pred
On the other hand, if the Ryot was pleased with hix lands, he i
in his power to secure them in his family as a Merossec or her

possession, by simply agreeing to pay the rent of ! vhethe
were culfivated or not.  The rent received by it Aernin
this rase is termed Sahra, and nothing short of pover:
prevent its being paid. A man will sell his hou.. hulle.
clothes, and even bind himnsalf tov serve another, ' i the
ment of his Sahra, because it - “ble and resp n the
his neighbours to preserve hi: ~re landa. an.’ he -
pay his dues upon them considered n- ned, o
becomes + bankrupt. '

The preceding is « - i the practice observed n th
and flouriching period. - reiguty of the Paishwas, it many of
these regulations have . widely deviated from iu latter times.

Merassee lands have been ~c1zed from the lawful holders and trans-
ferred to relations and dependants of court favorites and partizans of
great men. Kowls have been granted by Patails without the sanction
of even a Shaikdar, and the consequences bhave been that their
friends were favored whilst other Ryots were overburthened with
demands to make up the deficiencies.  Every succeeding year in-
creased this evil, by reducing the nmber of ryots, some of whom fled.
whilst others sold their cattle to pay their last year’s rent and be-
come gervants of their more fortunate neighbour. The farmers and
their agents, having no interest in the general prosperity of the
country, did not take the trouble to investigate the motives and fair-
ness of Eowls, and cared not whence the money came, provided they
got as much as they expected from a village. The old revenue
system ceased even to be thought of, and extortion ook the place of
st realization of the revenue.

: OOPY
DR,

In reply to your ... :lur lett.
CTAssy lands, T haooo o0 v o
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infor- -+ | formerly obtained wt ‘ing out my repor
Cau +nd from more minute v uation lately acquircu
appe. Lat Meerassy land is saleable only in the follownyg
Perg  which are said to have formed part of Mullic Uimnber’
dom: wz -

Feronnna Zeitapoor.
Tilwan.
Karolly.
Kunnassv
Pimpla.
Gzalna.
- Kutghur.
fn the roanander of the distriets in Candeish, tiv Mecrass:
15 not saleable ; it 18 not, however, considered Meeray, or inheritain.
a tarmer has altivated a field for many years, and it s consider.’
unjust to deprive him of it as long as he pays the Government
the ouly exception to this is in the instance of Enams, whiclh
every where, 1 believe, saleable.

I have not been able to ascertaim whether the land in Can .
was at any time Meerassy. It certainly has not been sinc.
Mahomedan conquest in 1306, and therc are no village records v
come within three or four centuries of that period.

The prevalent opinon, which is suported by Hindoo laws and by
history, is, that unclaimed land cleared by the subject is his inheri-
tance, and that he should pay for the protection he received from the
State one-sixth of the produce in ordinary times, and one-fourth
time of war :

The Mahomedans i their conquest considered themselves as
masters of the persons and property of all infidels whom they sub-
dued.  The conquered possessed thereforc nothing of right. It ap-
pears to me, they were employed to cultivate the land of the Ton-
guerors, and reccived half of the grosss produce as wages, and to bear
all the expenses of cultivation.  As the Mahomedans became identi-
fied with the natives, some relaxations occasionally took place, but
the hypothesis that_the CGovernment is the lord of the soil seems
founded on the opinion that the conquercid_‘l_gx_ethkhmg_hut what
is restored by the wvictor, and whenever the husbandman alone retains

the half of the gross produce, it scems to me that he is rather the
labourer than the tenant of Government, much less the proprietor of
the soil.

The only Prince, which 1 know of, who promoted the sale of
land, and the privileges of real proprietorship, was Mullic . Umber.



Connone it win e found T phese nghis we
~ims of the Nizana Shahy Dynasty. _
I hu.v.e, &
(Signed) JOHN BRIG.
Political Agent
. Houorable M. KLPHINSTONE, &c. &c. &c.

et of a letter from Captarin GRANT, Political Agent at St
‘o the Honorable M. ELPRINSTONE, dated 17th August 181

The hereditary, or those termed such, are the Daishmook, Daish-
.y, Nargounda, Desh Chougullz, Patail, Kulkurnee, and Chougulla.

It is not intended to enter on any definition of the duties of these
... this report, where I shall merely confine mysclf by stating generally
the claims which they have on the lands and revenues of the district.

Daishmook and Daishpandy are compound Shansent words, and
the institution of the offices 18 accounted very ancient. They have
been termed Zumindars by Mahomedans, a name which the modemn
Daishinooks and Daishpandies e ambitions of retaining, but I have
seen nothing to prove their having ever been ou the footing of Moghul
Zumindars. The only officers, whose situation was nearly approach-
ing the Zumindars of Bengal, were the Mokassdars of the Beejapoor
State s but I have nothing very clear respecting them.

The claims of the hereditary officers, or Hugdars, in this district,

rake of the Intricacy and contusion in which the whole accounts
mvolved.

The Daishinvok’s Hug is very variable in Fultan Des; it is one-
'h of the whole revenue ; in Kurar, it ix a twentieth part of the
ble land, and five per cent. on the land revenue. In Maunecc
aps nearly the same, but with a claim to one half of all fines
-« within the distriet, which, however, has not been satisfactorily
Blished.  In Meerthuree it is the assigned Enam land, and u

"ol nonev pa + which 1s paid wholly or in part. The
« of Wace w. ame as Kurar, but the Hug or Wutten,
o voa tive tached by She
s the 1o 10 per ¢

i]'\' ‘ [ RERTED MRS |
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‘] ‘shipandy Hug 1s also not uniform ; it may be reckoned
at one s cii of that of “he Daishmook ; both commonly have claims
upen the customs.

The Nargounda tus also some claims on the customs ; he has hi-
Hug in Enam land, and 2 per cent. on the land revenue.

The Desh Chougla’s pay is not general ; where it is acknowled -
he has Enam land, and a money payment from the Sadilwar.

Daishmooks and Daishpandies style themselves Zumindars, whi
Patails and Koolkurnees come nnder the general term of Wuttundars.
The Patail has Enam lgnd, Mushaira, a ready money payient on the
Sadetwarred, an allowanee for Serpow, aud sometimes, though rarely,
& share in the eustoms; he also receives a contribution iu kind from
the ryots, termed Googrec.

The Koolkurnee has also Fnam lands, an assignment in money
on the Sadelwar, besides Serpow allowance ; the grain payent made
to the Koolkurnee is termed Mushaira.

The Chougulla has a smaller share in a similar manuer.
The Ba.loot;tj have land, and a Hug in kind, from the ryots.

In the Mahratta Country all inheritance goes by the name of
Wuttun, and no one would willingly part with his Wuttun if much
more than its intrinsic value were offered for it. The most serious
distress is that of being compelled to sell one’s Wuttun. The feeling
is singularly strong, and is not casily understood or described ; the
attachient to a house, a field, or garden, we can enter into, but
Wuttun is sometimes merely the right to a few blades of Bajee from
the vegetable sellers in the Bazar, which I haye seen maintained with
an eagerness, which did not proceed from its value, but from its being
Wuttun. I have seen two women fight and tear each other in the
streets of Sattaru because the one had removed a loose stone from
near the house of the other, which was part (said the cnraged and
aggrieved person) of niy Wuttun, This feeling will be found universal,
but here it is peculiarly observable.

All the hereditary officers can =eil their Wuttun, but somc require
to have the sanction of (Govermment. Consent, I am inclined to think,
is always requisite, to be regular, but in some cases, such as Patails or
other executive and important officers, it is indispensably necessary.
In the sale of every species of inheritance, the next of kin has the first
offer, and 3o down to the nearest neighbour. This is 2 rule of nght,
even in the disposal of 2 house, which may not have been acquired as
patrimony. If the house and strest are cast and west, the neighbour
on the east side has the prefercnce I onorth and south, the
the south hus the first offer
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The sale ol uny Livveditary office is a very formal proced. .-
tiested acknowledgment of the act being voluntary; and 1
iy from circumstances, which are to be generally stated, 12 1. |
hminary adjustment. I have examined papers of the sale of
hereditary office, and found the amount above 50 years’ purchasge .
all known emolument; but beside the purchase monecy there u.
fees to Government, and regular dues to be paid to the other hered
tary officers, upon admitting another person into the gate. Th
whole of the hereditary officers bear witness to the deed of sale, whi
list of signatures is taken in a public assembly, and is turned to t}
sate Muhzar. The share of Hug upon customs shall hereafter for
a separate report.

The hereditary officers are amenable to a tax called the Delu
Puttee, which is the whole amount of their Hug, exclusive of the,
Enam lands, and may be levied every tenth year. This has nesv.
heen regularly levied, and is a very unpopular tax; at first view
scems only reasonable that those officers, when not executive, shou!
be required to contribute something to the exigencies of the State, v+
many poor women and families, who have small shares of Hug, won
be greatly distressed by it, unless it could be levied on individw:
possessing above a certain income derivable from this source: but t}
would require a minuteness of information, which we cannot eas!.
acquire.

As the extent and assignments of all rent-free lands will 1.
shewn In the statements which I shall forward next month, I shall ..
present pass on to the various tenures of the farmers who pay
revenue to Government, leaving the others at rest for the present.

All persons who possess hereditary right to any fields come und
the head of Wuttundars of such and such a village, though they ma
have actually resided all their lives at Gwalior; whereas all othe:
who do not possess this right, though present in the village, a1
rhough they and their ancestors may have resided there for a centur.
ire termed, in common with the passing Marratta traveller, who 1.
l-pt a night in the Dhurmsala, Oopnee or stranger.

The common farmer holds his lands upon a contract, or leas
~om the village authorities, which is called his Coul ; 1t 1s general!.
~unewed from year to year, and seldom exceeds three years: he i
sliged to conform to the customs of the village, and commonly p:
i Sirkar dues in money ; he is said to hold his Kund Mukta,
hakta.

A Warrenda K- a person wh. - Jslands mm a simily

2o hut bevond stz of his v oV oaadary.
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A okure -+ who holds lands virtually the property of

Gover Sheree - commonly a particular species of property,
which we reverted to Government, either by becoming forfeit-
ed, or swe former purchase, for the purpose of planting trees. It

may also have been land which, from time immemonial, has not been
within the bounds of any village. A Sheree-kuree may be a person
holding a few mangoes for the season.

A person renting land under an agreement of paying half the
produce in kind is said to hold it in Bhuttoyee.

The ryot, however, whose situation merits most particular atten-
tion, i3 the cultivator of lands in which he has an hereditary and
proprietary right, and who holds his land in  perpetuity on paying a
fixed rent to Government. To this tenure you have particularly
directed enquiries, and I shall endeavour to state all I huve heen able
to collect respecting these Meeras lands.

The Meerasdar has, without doubt, a perfect property in his field,
as long as he continues to pay the amount with which it may be
burdened, together with the right of disposing of it, even without the
sauction of Government.  How he became originally possessed of this
right, it is difficult to account for ; there is no direct evidence of the
whole Jand having been all Meerassee 1n ancient times, but there is a
proof iu the Thul Jhora, or record of the fields in villages, that a vast
quantity of the land formerly registered Meeras is now Kund Mukta,
or held in common lease.

An opinion prevails that all land-was originally Meeras, and that
in the ancient Hindoo Raj the soil became the acknowledged property
of the person who first cleared it of stones and jungl:

The usual manner of obtaining this right from Government at a
more recent period 1 have already had the honor of explaining m
my letter of the 29th of January, on the subject of the lstawa lease;
hut since I wrote that letter 1 have had more opportunity of hearing
opinions and judging of Maratta feeling regarding this tenure, and
{ now find it as generally considered an overstretch of power on the
part of Governmcnt to resume any Meeras field, merely because the
Meerasdar has tailed in paying his rent, or because he has retired. tn
some other part of the country to evade payment.

Simple insolvency on the part of the Meerasdar does not appear
to have given (lovernment the power of disposing of field in Meeras to
another. When the Meerasdar canuot pay his rent, the amount of
the dues falls on tig other Meerasdars should the insolvent Mee-
iasdar remain present in the village; but if he should ¢mit the

*.10t, the other are not called upon to pay the rent: during his
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absence the Government has a night to make the most ot the neld,
and even to let it in lease, but for a period usually not exceeding
three years, and till the expiration of which the Meerasdar cannot
claim restitution.

The numerous examples of a less forbearing conduct on the part
of the late Government can be adduced I am well aware, but therc
is no species of property in this coungry that it has so much respected
as Meeras land ; and though this may have proceeded, in a great
degree, from the insignificancy of its value, and the loss, rather than
gain, which its seizure, or alienation, must have oceasioned, and even
in cases where mmmediate advantage would have resulted to the
rapacity of Government agents, or revenue contractors, there has
always been great consideration shewn to the Meerasdar. Instances
of declared foreiture are accordingly very rare ; but great crimes, such
as treason, robbery, theft, and murder, are always considercd as destroy-
ing the righttoall Meeras, and, indeed, to every species of property what-
cver : but Mceras land generally goes to the nearest of kin. In all
cases 1t seems to have been considered right that a reasonable provi-
sion should be made to relations, ever: when the ostensible head of a
family had committed an unpardonable offence. Had this not been
customary, many persons, owing to the divisibility of property amongst
heirs, would have been deprived of their only means of livelihoc! ¥
the commission of crimes in which they had borne no partic.

This accounts in somme manner for the portions of Hug, &e., wh'
«0 frequently credited to Government in the annnal village
ment.

Meerasdars, who are abscntees, are termed by the Marratas I'mi
gnnda. It is so well understood that no Meerasdar wilfully quits his
tand ; that it is considered "the duty of a good Patail, and of al!
superior (rovernment agents, to use every endeavour to discover and
remove the cause of his leaving his home and the field of his fore-
fathers. If poverty has been the cause, his rent is remitted, and an
advance of money granted ; and if it has been occasioned by any un-
settled dispute, an investigation and adjustment are promised by
Government. Should every inducement fail, and the Meerasdar per-
tinaciously and unreasonably persist in remaining abroad, lhe can be
required to give in a written renunciation of bis Meeras right, which.
when obtained, allows the Government a full power of disposing ol
bis lands : but without this document thore is no authority that car
dispose of such land in Meeras to another, until the death of the
Meerasdar, and the death or renunc - ot his beirs. In case of 1t
being thought an object to ascertan. e mode of doing so 1s {ron:
the village - should the »iHaeers br rony to the cortain o o
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posed deathof the ° rasdar and his heirs, Government can then
dispose of the land 11 .:.other person in Meeras ; and should any heir
afteryards appear, he bas no claim whatever, unless he can clearly
prove that the evidence of the villagers was given, knowing it to be
false, or that Le had been in such a sitnation as had put it entirely
vut of his power to keep the Patail and Wuttundar apprised of hi
being alive. When such can be proved, he has a right to the field
upon the payment of all loss or other equitable charge, either by the
Governinent or the occupant; but under the circumstances just de-
scribed, and in all athers when the field is morely held by an ordinary
cultivator, in case of the return of the rightful heir. the Mceeras must

be restored ' - expiration of the lease, which usually is dune wilh-
out. requiri s of deficiency to be made up, although it is ad
mitted tha: - »ment hag a right to demand them. As to paying
for 1mprov- the ordinary cultivator had no security umtil the
158ue of the rrs for any outlay, and consequently would not
incur an exy-. - which was not likely to be returned in crop during

the existence of his lease. ’

Silladars about to take the field, or any person in iminediate
want of money, frequently mortgage their Meeras Jand, the value of
which of course depends entirely on circumstances.

To form a precise estimate of the number of year's pnirchase of
Meeras land 18 by no means easy, and will require more enquiry, and
much louger experience, thau can be obtained In one season. My
present notion is, that when the established assessment only is levied,
the ryot has, on a fair average, one-third of the gross produce ; the
Government has a third ; and a third goes for seed, Hugdars, bullocks,
implements, and subsistence to the cattle; the year's purchase would
therefore be found hy a series of the years of rent, and in an average
of thirty Deeds of Sale from 1780 11l 1810, which have been
examined, the general rate 1s 10 years’ purchase.

Industry and natural advantages may improve a field so much
as to yield the Meerasdar upwards of §ths of the produce. The vear's
purchase in these cases can only be ascertained by fair statements
from the occupant, which I cannot say I have been able to obtain
satisfactorily, either from a want of intelligeuce, or, more probably, of
candour, the people cannot vet be brought to undeistand the inten-
tion of such €nquiries.

Land held at will, I suppose, may have one-fourth of the gross
produce 1n the bands of the ryots. but for the reason just stated, I
have no other means of ascertaining the fact than the following ob-

vation.
13 ¢
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The Nevwies, not Siecrasdar, prefer the e cadiod 1
it 1s, dividing the produce with Government to the ordin:i:
.o mode of this division is first to set asile the dues of the
-ulkurnee, and Balootay, the quantity required for next yes
‘or which the division is made, and the rest of the Huag -

-1 the Government share ; bn: “*or the b+ Touiuctions, the
vnt division, the wear au of inn .ts, the purc
~tle, and finding their w1 there - cn litete me

nrth of the gross |-

Meeras hareafteo: VLY Jrible tenure, «- o oo
the established fix nsual in the country, continue to
o equitably levied ; as {ar has not only much more per-

sonal consideration shewn to i by his townsmen, but he has all
the advantages which industry can give him in the way of improve-
ment. But when pretences were sought of extorting extra payments,
it was worse than the ordinary lease, as 1t placed the propnetor more

in the power of the revenue turmer. Th. Meeras land latterly

became of no value, and had it been poss such a system of

undefined exaction to have gone on witho: -+l for any length of
e, it 18 highly probable that the M. teaure would have
appeared.

In estimating what falls to the ryot, of thie gross produce, a con-
Jvrable portion is made up of the daily subsistence he is denving
tromn his field. 1f lired labourers are employed, I have, with some
precision, ascertained from Braming who farm in this way, that they
derive a profit of one-eighth in an ordinary year ; but this is calcu-
lated on what they save by the produce of the field for family con-

sumption.

With regard to the tenures of land, there does not seem 1o be
any doubt that the Meeras land was considered private property, in
as far as it uniformly descended from father to son, or to the nearest
heir, and only reverted to Government on the failure of kin of the
foriner possessor, or its not heing claimed by them for a long course
of years. 'The Meerasdar could sell or give it away with the permis-
sion of Government, but not otherwise ; and as long as he finds his
rents, the Government had no right to interfere with his lands ; but
whether the ground was enltivated or not, he was obliged to make
good the rent, according to the Kumal of the village. The word
Thu!ku rnce is synonimous with Meerasdar, though it 1s sometimes
confined to a person who himself cultivates his own Meeras land ; for
a Meerasdar may let hi« land to any other person, being himself
answerable to Covernment for the reat,
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The other lands of the village, which belonged to (Governinent,
are called Oupree or Gulkoollee, and of them, a portion, called She-
reeshet, was usually reserved by Government and cultivated on iis
own account, and was exempted from Gaun Khurch, and some other
Puttees. The Oopree land was entirely at the disposal of the Patail
and Koolkurnees, and was cultivated by Coolumbees, called Sook-
wastoo (tenants during pleasure); as these were guided entirely by
their own inclinations, in cultivating the Oopree lands or not, the
Patails exerted themselves, as much as possible, to induce them to do
80, by advancing them seed and money, if requisite. The Patails
and Coolkurnees had nothing to do with the Meeras lands, except to
report the absence of any Meerasdars from their villages, to recall
them, and make them answerable for the full rent; if they would not
return, they seized the land for Government, and employed others to
cultivaie it, orif they resigned it altogether, they took a writing
from them to that effect.

If by any misfortune the crops of the Meeras lands are much
injured, it was usual to allow some remission, but not on account of
any part remaining uncultivated ; whilst the Oopree land paid only
for what it produced. A very small proportion of the lands of this
country arc Qopree, nearly the whole being Meeras ; and it is said by
some that there was formerly no Oopree land at all, and that it has
gradually fallen into the hands of Government, by the failure of heirs
of the Meerasdars, or other accidental circumstances, such as quarrels
amongst brothers, or relations, about the division of their lands, which
they often desired to give up altogether rather than resign to each
other any part of what they held to be their nghts; or, perhaps, the
poverty of the Meerasdars, and declining state of the country, may
have induced many to give up their lands.

In support of the conjecture that the whole of the lands was
formerly Meeras, it may be observed that in many villages the
whole of the land is still Meeras, and cultivated by Meerasdars ; in
others, the whole 1s styled Meeras, and still stands under the name of
the Meerasdars, although part of it has become waste, or has reverted
to Government, and is cultivated by Sockwoostoos in consequence of
the absence of the Meersadars and their heirs, or other causes; in
many villages, which have long possessed Qopree lands, the fields are
still known by the name of the Meerasdar to whom they formerly
belonged.

The Patails, Coolkurnees, Deshmook, Despandie, &ec., hold
Wuttun lands in virtue of their office, but they differ from Meeras
lands, in that they pay no rent, except in most cases an Enam Tizaee;
that they are attached to the office, and may be sequestered by Go-
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cenment for any ofience, which Meerss .. RO
great crimes, which involve the whole tan:. o Me
Patails and C'oolkurnees can, however, sell v the win
Wuttuns and rights to any person, with 'ohe permisston of the th
mookh; and Despandies can do the same. The Patails and Cool-
kurnees and Zemindars are otten also Meerasdars, as well as the in-
ferior officers of the village. In some districts, the Meeras lands pay
a trienuinl tax, ealled Mecras Puttee, but this is only in the Poonn
Snoba, and the districts of Jooneer and Scopa, It does not at once
appear why the Meeras lunds should be so much more valued than
the Qopree, since, if equal in extent and quality, they are taxed
alike, or rather the Mcerasdar puys more than the other, besides the
Meeras Puttee, as he must pay for the whole of his lands, whether
cultivated or not; whereas 1t i1s only the Oopree land actually cultivat-
ed which is taxed. There is, however, little doubt that Meeras lands
though rated the same as Oopree, are actually more productive,
owing either to their having been all, at some period, Meeras, and
the Qopree lands being neglected, and having become inferior; or to
the advautages enjoyed by the Meerasdars having been sufficient to
induce them to bestow labour and expense in 1mproving their lands
above Qopree: for it appears that the Kumal of Meeras land, once
fixed, was not subject to any casual increase, in conscquence of im-
provement, as the Qopree was ; and we miay add, the natural attach-
tnent of man to a birth-nght handed down to biru from his ancestors,
and of which he was sure of enjoying the undisturbed possession, as
well as the sutislaction of being able to leave to his family an mheri-
tance which seems to have been always respected in & country where
every other species of property is so extremely uncertain. It is cer
tain that, although the Native Governmeut may have occasionally
seized on Meeras lands for its own purposes, it was looked upon as =
great act of oppression; that in the time of Nana Furnavees, when
the country was comparatively prosperous, and well cultivated and
governed, Meeras lands bore a much higher price than during the eapri-
cious and arbitrary Government of Bajee Row ; that the Meeras lands
are more improved than the rest ; and that a very cousiderable value
is set upon the possession of them by all classes of ryots. If any
land, which was wanted for the purposes of Government, happened to
pe Meeras, some other Oopree lands were given m  exchauge, and,
perhaps, in latter times nothing at all.  But even Bajee Row always
payed for any Meeras lands which he wanted for his owu use, and
pnr:haqed them: from the Meerasdars, generally at their own price,
- any private individual There arc instances of Meerasdars having
wed b their lands on .un conditions, and his being obliged to
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The Covernment was always willing to grant Jands to the ryots
the Meeras tenure, on payment of a Nuzzur: this power was in
many parts of the country delegated to the Deshmooks and Des-
pandies, and even to the Patails and Koolkurnees. No Sunnud was
required, the mere registering of the grant in the village papers being
usually sufficient; any ryot, whose ancestors had cultivated a spot of
Oopree land, for a certain period, in sume places sixty, in others one
Lundred years, without interference from former Meerasdars, became,
in fact, the Meerasdars of that land, without any further grant; should,
bowever, the descendants of the former Meerasdar claim, and make
good their right within sixty or a hundred years, a part of the land
was restored to them, and the remainder confirmed to the Meeragdar;
after that period all former claims were superseded.

The Goverument could grant Meeras lands in Enam to other
people, that is, the revenues of the lands; but as it possessed no
rights over the land itself, it could of course transfer none to the
Enamdar. Instances of disputes on this point have occurred, but
have always terminated in favour of thé Meerasdar.

(Signed) J. MACLEOD,
General.

(A true Copy)
{Signed) J. MACLEOD.
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An ki . grant in perpetuity, without any implied
clition, . - some instances ird of the rent called Enam
see 18 paid o ‘nment, when it is not otherwise expressed in
- Sunnud : an i, in fact, private freehold, or not, according
“he above cond.. . but by far most commonly, entirely frechold.

Assignments in Surrinjam are held on the conditions of military
ice, and are cither as personal pay, Zat Surrinjam, or for the
vort of troops, and the maintenance of forts culled Fouj Surrinjan:

Dewusthan are revenues dedicated to the support of Pagodas;
v are granted on all kinds of property, in various ways, and arc
-:dered permanent,

Suwasthan is a place where a God is supposed to be actually
=wnt, or incarnate ; as, Guupatty is supposed to animnate the Living
God at Chinchoor. Revenues dedicated to the support of such
persons or temples are called Suwasthan, and are grantsin perpetuity.

The word Suwasthan is believed to be different from Suresthan
(own place), which 1s applied to the territories of petty Princes or
Rajas, whose districts are considered entirely their own, and governed
independently by themselves, without any interference on the part of
the Government.

Wurshasuns are originally religious or charitable pensions, paid
either from the Hoozoor treasury, in which case a Sunnud was not
required, or by grants on the revenues of the Mahals, or any particular
parts of thein, which were generally confirmed by Sunnud, and were
considered as descending from father to son, being usually cuntinued
by the Mamintdurs to the son, or iramediate heir of the late incum-
bent, on application to that effect. It would appear, however, that
on the death of the present incumbents, they may be resutaed ox
disposed of at she pleasure of Government, and accordingly, on the
Mamlutdar’s reporting such circumstances, should there be no
immediate heir, or shonld he be in any way considered unwortny, the
Wurshasun is somnetimes either reduced, or taken away altogether.
In cases, however, w::sre Sunnuds have been granted, such exercise of
power does not seem to have been usual

Rozeenadars are persons receiving a certain charitable dopation,
daily or yearly; these, together with allowance to Peers and
Khyrats, were for the most part originally granted by the Mognls, and
continued by the Marrattas. They seem to be considered nearly on
tt.e same footing with Wurshasuns, and to be permitied to go on

ihout much interference.

The same may also be said of Dhurmadaws, whicl ave char-
i allowi < to religiour persons, or for religious purposes.  And
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Balpurwurishees, which are generally pensions to the families of per-
sons killed in the servicee. Dhurmadaws and Balpurwurishees are
usually granted on Sunnud, as are sometimes also Dehngees.

Miscellaneons pensions or allowances, not coming exactly under
any of the above heads, are called Killa; they :» in some cases
confirmed by Sunnud, and considered permanent

A Nemnook is a fixed annual payment fr. v particular
specified source, whether in money or kind

An Itlakh is a payment either in money or ki from a public
treasury or store. And a fixed annual payment (Memnook), from any
public treasury, is peculiarly called an Itlakh Nemnook.

A Nemnook, thercfore, 1s a grant conferred on any person as u
fixed annuity, either from the Hoozoor treasury for which Sunnuds
were not lssued, or from those of the Mahals, or out of any specified
source of revenue, for which regular Sunnnds were usually granted.
Nemnooks were usually granted, either on account of past or present
services, or were fixed in lien, or in part, of some other allowances
formerly enjoyed. Their terms and duration seems to have depended
very much on circumstances : such as were confirmed by Sunnud were
usually held to be permanent, though it would appear that during
the late Paishwa's Government they were frequently reduced.

A detached village, which has by any circumstances been separat-
ed from the Mahal to which it originally belonged, is called Phoolgaum,
and such villages in one district, or belonging to one person, are
generally classed togetber as a Mahal, under the name of the Dhoot-
gaum of such a district, or person.

The allowances to Pagodas (Dewastan), or generally Itlakhs in
money or kind, from the treasury of the districts, and the quantities
of grain and other articles supplied, are expressed in the regular
accounts ; they are, however, not accurately fixed, but vary a little
from year to year, as the expenses of the Pagoda may require, or
other circumstances occasion ; they seem, however, to be pretty con-
stant, and very rarely to have been resumed, or even reduced. The
articles supplied in kind are many and various: they are usually
converted into money, at the average prices of the different years,
from whence the particular accounts are taken;and the differsvcns
from vear to year are so small as not to be worth any thing.

(True Extract)

(Signed) J. MACLEC



The Hoozoor Duftur is the records of Government, as registered
~v Government officers. In it were kept all accounts of the reccipt
-xpenditure of the revenues of the State, whether the realizations
- the provinces, or from whatever source ; the expenses of troops,
lishments, Knars, and every spectes of grant, gift, and money
etion, whatever, excepting only the private affairs of the Prince,
h accounts as it suited not the interest of individuals in power,
wve on record.

The Duftur was kept very complete till the time of Bajee Row,
whose arbitrary and capricioug Government found little advantage
in keeping a correct record of its proceedings; and besides, in the
farming system, which he adopted, the advantage of registering the
acts of the ravenue servants of Government, was in a great measure
lost, as it existed under former Paishwas; it was a very extensive
establishment, consisting of about 200 Karkoons, and divided into
several departments, for the various branches of business; the whojs
was under the Hoozoor Furnavees, and was generally distinguished
into Chatle Duftur and Ek Berij Duftur, besides the Pofnuvee’s
Duftur, treasury, and other departments, not immediately connected
with revenue accounts.

The establishment of the Chatle Duftur was always the Fur-
navees, for the transaction of ciurent business ; that of the Ek Berij
Duftur was always at Poona, it being more particularly for the
arrang-ment, registry, and deposit of accounts.

The business of the Chatle Duftur was distributed amongst the
different branches, as the Fur, Behera, Surinjam, &c,

The Fur was the immediate office of the Furmavees, from whence
were issued all grants, Sunnuds, and orders; and to which were
rendered all accounts ?equired for the information of the Furnavees
fromn the uther departments.  Here all accounts were examined and
passed by the Furnavees; and day-books or journals (Rozkirds) were
kept of all transactions that oceurred ; of all sums paid, or received ;
of all grants or appointments made, or rusumed.

The Behera department received the accounts from the districts
which were made up into official forms, for the inspections of the
Furnavees, as Tullebunds, Azmaish, Behera, &. The Tullebund was
a complete abstract of the actual receipt and expenditure of the
rovenues for the past year, from it was framed the Azmaish, or
estimate for the next, or current year. This was a rough estimate
compared with the Behera, which was a corrected statement of all
known receipts, and of all fixed authorized expenditure, and formed

“bhasis of collection for the current year.
14
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The Surinjam department was charged with the accounts of aii
injams, Enams, &c. ; in short, all Doomalla whatever.

Besides these, were the department of accounts generally
(Awal) of military expenses and contributions (Waree), and such
like. These arrangments, however, varied with the pleasure of the
Furnavees, or the business that might occur.

In the Ek Berij Duftur at Poona were received, arranged, and
deposited all accounts from the other departments, and from them
were framed abstracts of the total receipts, expenditures, and balances
of Government, on all accounts, for #he year (called Turjuma) also
Khutaunees, which are abstracts of all kinds of expenditure arranged
alphabetically under their proper heads, in the manner of a ledger;
and, in short, the whole of the revenue and financial transactions of
the State were registered and arranged, and their accounts deposited
in this office.

The general contents of the Duftur under the Paishwas may be
descri®d as follows, viz., all accounts rendered to the Government,
of the revenue and expenditure of the districts, with the settlements
of them by Government ; the accounts of districts rendered by the
hereditary district officers ; and those of villages by village officers, of
farms, of customs, &c. ; accounts of all alienations of the public reve-
nue, whether Surinjam, Enam, or otherwise, of the pay, rights, and
privileges of the Government and village officers; accounts of the
strength and pay of troops, and the expenses of all civil, military, and
religious establishments. In the Rozkirds were registers of all reve-
nuc transactions gencrally, together with all grants and payments,
and more particularly the accounts of all contributions and exactions
levied on foreign states. The whole of which were considered and
exhibited in one comprehensive view in the Turjamas. The records,
however, were probably not complete to the extent described. It is
said, that Nana Furnavees introduced the greatest improvements into
the Duftur, as he did in the transactions of accounts in general ; and
during his administration, viz., from about 17635, with the exception
of u few years up to 1796, it was kept with much regularity. From
the accession of Bajee Row the regular receipts and deposit of ac-
counts in the Duftur was not only much neglected, but its establish-
ment was alinost entirely done away, and people were even permiited
ty carry away the records, or do with them what they pleased. The
Dufwur was in consequence much mutilated, and thrown into great
confusion.

After the occnpation of Poona, in November 1817, the records

found in different places, in a state of the utmost disorder; but,

addering all circumstances, tolersblv romplete for a period of 88



years ; that is, from 1130 (ai) A.D. 1729 inculsive, up to the Lreaking
out of the war, with the exception of a blank of about 7 years, viz,
from 1157 (1757) AD. to 1163 (1763) A.D. inculsive, of which most
of the records were burnt when Poona was taken by the Moguls ;
far the 27 years preceding this blank, the Duftur is moderately per-
fect, and for the 32 succeeding years, up to 1179 (1796) A, the ac-
cession of Bajee Row, the records are nearly complete, particularly
from 1774, when Nana Furnavees came into full power, but duriug
the reign of Bajee Row, the last 21 years, they are by no means full.

It is doubtful how far the accounts in the Duftur may be de-
pended upon as true and candid statemnents ; it is probable that they
were often manufactured to answer the purpose of individuals: a very
remarkable degree, however, of consistency and relutive accuracy is to
be found in the accounts for many years, such as must have required
no small industry to effect, and the more ability if the statemnents
are actually false.

Since the foundation of the Duftur establishments, under the
Commission, the Duftur has been completely examined and arranged
into separate districts, and mostly also into Pergunnahs, and its ar-
rangenient by years also is in considerable progress. Full and com.
plete statements of all allowances, as Surinjamn (Fouz and Zat) Tynat
and such like, have been made out, and also hsts of all Enams
Dewusthans, and Suwustan, Dhurmadaws, Kitta, Wurshasun, Nem-
nooks, Nozeenadars, Whyrats, allowances to Peers and Fuqueers, and
Mosques, Balpunwunshee, Muaaf, Bukshish, Delengee, Mezwanee, Gar-
den, and Sunudee Lands, Wuttun Lands, of Zemindars, and for the
Decean, Carnatic, and Khandeish, and the Paishwa's Provinces in the
Nizam's Country, which have also been transluted, and forwarded in
Mahratta and English to the Collectors.  Similar lists of the Coucan
and Guzerat are in progress ; the Dufturs of the Concan for the last
ten years have been scut to Bornbay.  Abstracts of the produce, reduc-
tions, and net revenue of the whole country during the last year of
Bajee Row, have been framed by districts, Pergunnalis, and Muhals,
and in more than halt the country by separate villages. For the
purpose of authenticating the above lists, each item has been compared
with the accounts of the two different periods, viz,, the latest in the
Duftur, from whence it was taken, and another, of from 15 to 20
years preceding, and very often three or four different periods of
accounts have been compared ; the accurate correspondence which has
been observed among them is very remarkable. In many cases the
particular dates and circumstances of the original grants Lave becu
exainined, and with a view to the final and ready adjustiirent of any
disputed title, -] to ensure imiediate reference, an extract has beeu
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made trom the Duftur, particularly the Nazkirds, ot ti an
authority of all grants whatever, and of all forfertures or r+- 5 of
grants from the beginning of the Duftur to the year 177¢ - nOwW

in progress towards the present time. It is arranged alphuabetically
by the names of grantees, litke native Khatawnee, containing under
each the date, circumstances, and particulars of all Sunnuds, grants or
allowances, that were made, resumed, or restored by Government,
This has been a work of much labour, but when finished, will form a
. table of authentic reference, by which any question or doubt, which
may at a future time arise, can at once be settled.

Besides the records immediately connected with revenue, from
which much matter still remains to be extracted, the Duftur contains
many materials of curiqus general information. Thus the series of
accounts of the districts and villages afford a view of the comparative
state of cultivation and improvement, and assessment of the country
at different times. Those of the armies and establishment, and par-
ticularly the Rozkirds, shew the progress of the Marratta conquests
and dominion, and the most important acts and events of their Govern-
ment ; and the Turjummas furnish complete st'ttements of their ge-
neral wealth and resources.

(Signed) J. MACLEOD.
(True Copy)
{Signed) J. MACLEOD.
Poona, 15th Sept. 1819.

Translation of o Yad of a Niwarputr {Award),

Draught of s Niwarputr to Moodogee Nayk Nimbulkur, Des-
mookh of Prant Phultan.

You canie to the presence at Poonundhur, and stated as follows:
“My great Grandfather, Beejajee Nayk, had four sons: the eldest
“ Mahadajee Nayk, the second Gookajee Nayk, the third Wungajee
“ Nayk, and the fourth Moodhajee Nayk ; three of these died without
“issue. Moodhajee Nayk had two wives, the eldes Sewaw, the younger
“ Jewaw. First Jewaw hadachild, Janojee Nuyk, and afterwards Sewaw
“ had a son, named Beejajee Nayk. Madajee Nayk, the eldest son of the
“ first, Beejajee Nayk, possessed the Jageer of the Purgunna of Khuttaw,
“ and other Mahals, and resided at the Thana of Khuttaw which belong-
“ed to him. Madajee Nayk took (the young) Beejajee Nayk for his
* adopted son, and died at Gwaleree. The Wuttun and Jageer were
“continued to Beejajee Nayk, and afterwards the deceased Jhahoo
“ Maharaj gave Rajees Bye in marriage to Moodhojee Nayk, son of
“ Janojee Nayk, and the Maharaj desired Janojee Nayk’s father to give
“higoooollage for his snbeistence e father Loworor wonld not
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“comply, but was offended, and went into the Mogul’s country after
“him ; Janojee Nayk and his son Mondhojee Nayk enjoyed the Jageer.
‘“ At that time the Wuttun was held by. my Goomasta., [ returned to
“my Wuttun about 20 or 22 years after the death of the father of
‘“ Beejajee Nayk, in the Moguls' country, and during the life time of
“ Moodhojee Nayk, who then gave me in the Pagoda his sword and
“shield and place, as his elder, and was about to give up the Wuttun
“to me, when he died ; on this the deceased Madhoo Row Pundit
“ Prudhan confirmed to me, by Wuttun and Jageer, which I according-
“ly enjoyed for 6 or 7 years. But during the troubles which occured
‘“on the death of Narrayan Row Pundit Prudhan, Suggoonabye, wife
“ of Moodhojee Nayk, got the Wuttun and Jageer for herself, and now
“enjoys possession of them. But I am the elder in the Deshmookhee.
“] have never to this day shared my Wuttun with any of iny younger
“ relations ; I make the main allowance for their support, but do not
“allow them to interfere. I now pray that orders may be given for
“my rights, which have eXisted for many years, being restored, and
“continued in the same way for the future.”

Moodojee Nayk bin Beejajee, with their seals, &c., addressed to
Beejajee Nayk bin Maharajee Nayk. Upon this an order was given to
Suggoona Bye to send an agent on this affair to the presence, and
Nursew Row Konher was sent by her for this purpose. Nursew Row
Konher asserted that Madajee Nayk had never adopted Beejajee
Nayk, that Moodajee Nayk is the son, Beejajee Nayk the younger
brother of Janojee Nayk, who was the father-in-law of the Bye,
and the eldest son of the first Moodojee Nayk, and Moodojece Nayk
has therefore no claim to seniority. Having stated this, he produced
a Muhuzur, with ity seals, &c., naming Beejajec Nayk bin Moodhojee
Nayk, upon which the papers of both parties were examined in the
Hazoor. Meejales Moodhojee Nayk produced his papers, and in his
Rajputr and Muhuzur appeared the name of Beejajee Nayk bin
Madajee Nayk ; and Nursew Row Konher produced his Muhuzur, in
which was written Beejajee Nayk bin Moodojee Nayk. As mo decision
could be formed from the papers of the two parties, therefore you
(Moodojee Nayk) wore asked what is to be done now. On which you
replied : Since no decision can be given on this Rajputr and Muhu-
zurs, let the Deshpandeys, Patails, and Koolkurnees of the district be
sent for and examined, and whatever decision 1s made on their
evidence that I agree to obey. Nursew Row Konher, having con-
sulted with the Bye, answered: Since Moodojee Nayk says that
Madajee Nayk adopted Beejajee at Khuttaw, and that he will prove
this by the evidence of the inhabitants of Khuttaw, this evidence I
agree to, on which av. order was sent from Government with some
messengers to Khuttaw, who brought back some witnesess with them,
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and some others who happened to be here on their own affairs, woic
pointed out by you ; at length 26 witnesses were examined, in the
presence of both parties, in the temple of Sopandew.  These witnesse:
deposed that Suggoona Bye had giveu a letter to Bhiccajee Mankesh-
wur, and sent him to them (the witnesses) desiring them to mak.
enquiry and inform her whether Mahadajee had adopted Beejaje
Nayk or not ; and that Bhiccajee Mankeshwur bhad told them many
matters besides, from which they understood the business. In reply
to this, they wrote that they would not interfere in the business; that
she would be informed of the whole by Bhiccajee Mankeshwur him
self. After this they (the deponents) came to Sassoor, when they took
an Abbye Putr (writing of security or indemnity) from Rajshrec
Moodojee Nayk, who engaged, that as they had been brought to th-
presence to give evidence respecting his Wuttun, should any troubt)
ever arise, to them regarding the matter, he should be answerable fo:
it ; that the deponents had made out a writing amongst themselve
(Sunaputr) that whatever Sooltanjee bin M#&najee and Sooltanjee bi
Byhorjee, Purturey Deshmooks, should say, they would all swear to ; tc.
this they all agreed. These papers they brought and produced to th:
Sircar, upon which they were all closely cross-examined by the Sircar
in the following manner: * What was the reason that you wrote
“ these letters to Suggoona Bye and the Nayk, and made such an
“ agreement amongst yourselves ? what reliance can we now place on
“vour testimony, without un oath? You must discard this paper
“ of yours, and speak the truth” They were then taken to the
Mundup of three Sopandew at Sassoor, and interrogated in the
following order: Roule Kassee Deshpandy, Kussu Doorga Deshpaudy,
Jewajee Koombhar, Byherjee Koombar, (Gangajee Koombhar, Soob-
hanjee Lohar, Shaitu Mahar, Dawya Mahar, Satwa Mahar, Mulga
Mahar, Sukhojece Sootar, Sedhojee Sootar, Bhiccajee Gooreew.
Tookojee Goonea, Chunda Nawree, Janojee Nawree, Anajee Chambar
Hirojee Chambar ; these above 18 persons gave a writing that they
knew not whether Beejajee Nayk adopted a son or not. Sooltanje:
bin Byherjee Deshmookh, Tookojee vullud Ranojee Pureet,
Vyenkajee Ginnaje¢ Pulhee, Hussen Shaik Huzrut Kazee, Dongraijee
Naykwarry, Tazkhan Naykwarry, Bhik Joshi, in all 8 persons, gave a
writing, that their ancestors had told them that Mahadajee Nayk had
adopted Beejajee Nayk. They were then asked, what reason their
ancestors had for telling them ?  On which the Deshmookhs wrote in
wer, that a quarrel about their Wattun bad formerly been referred
. ’hultnu, and that they had gone with their fathers to Beciajee
i-n their fathers had told them. This evidegge they sub-
ey were not influenced by the Sunaputr which they had
~d. That the son had Yeen adopted was true : upon this
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+ Konher named seven witnesses of Khuttaw, viz., Suw.
wopjee bin Phukeerjee, Bhurturey Deshmookh, Khunds Juwajee
Deshpandy, Goopoor Sha wullud Maniksha Kazee, Lingojee wullud
Rowlojea Naykora, Baboo bin Bhiccajee Pureet, Soolan wullud
Manekhan Moolana, Bhoojunga bin Gangajee Sumpee, in all seven.
These persons were examined in presence of the parties, in the Pagoda
-f Nanayndew, near Poonandhur, in the following manner:—

Srowroopjee bin Fukeerjee Bhurturoy Deshmookh deposed that
. paper vn this subject from Sagoona Bye had been received in his
village. That he had enquired of the Bullootees, &c: who replied
in writing, that they knew not whether Madajee Nayk bad
adopted Beejajee Nayk or not. This very paper the witness pro-
Juced; on which the witnesses were cross-examined, and again
desired to speak the truth. The witnesses again gave a written de-
claration that they knew not, nor had their fathers ever told them,
whether a son had been adopted or not. The substance of this
evidence and of the Sunaputr was mentioned to Nursew Row Konher,
and it was remarked that 8 persons had given testimony against him,
and not one for him ; to whichhe replied : “ Of the twenty-six persons
“who had agreed to swear any thing, 18 have deposed to nothing,
“and eight have given evidence for the opposite parfy; bat 1
“will not admit their testimony uniess the witnesses are brought to
“ Jejooree, and sworn on the tortoise of the God ; it he shail contivnt
“ their truth, then will I admit it, and I shall not desire to call any
“other witnesses from Phultin.” A Razeenama was required by
Government to this effect.  To this Konher also agreed, but said he
was the elder partv; that whatever the Sircar ordered, he would
readily obey ; but that the Bye had not given any Tukrar or Zamin, and
therefore he could not now give a Razeenama. The Razeenama was
not further insisted on, but as Nursew Row had desired that the
witnesses should be sworn on the tortiose at Jejooree, and promise to
admit their evidence ; and had requested the Sircar’s consent.  Accord-
ingly the 23 witnesges, out of the whole 33, who could depose to no-
thing, were, with the consent of both parties, dismissed. The remain-
ing § were sent by Government, with Moro Hurree, and also the Wut-
tundars of some other Mahals, and one Mahratta for each of the
parties to Jejooree.  On their arrival there, in the presence of Bapoojee
Mahadew Namzada, and the Karkoons and Patail and Koolkurnee,
and Poojarees, and Langees, &ec., of Jejooree ; and Magojee Taura on
the part of the Byc, and on your’s Ramsing, on the 15th Kartik, saw
the witnesses bathed, and all the marks on their bodies were carefully
noted, and the civeumstances and marks, the occurence or appearance
of which on their hodies within ten nights was to prove the falschood
of their oath, according lo custom, were also written down ; holy water
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was then placed on tio Lo and sandal-wood a0 oo forehead,
and a necklace of flowers about their necks, and the witnesses were.
then separatcly cross-examined on the tortoise of the God, whether
Mahadajee Nayk had adopted Beejajee Nayk or not, and abjured ta -
speak the truth, on which they declared in writing on the tortoise,
that Mahadajee Nayk had adopted Beejajee Nayk ; that this their
Forefathers had told them, and this was true. 'This writing was con-
firmed by the 8 witnesses, then laid before the shrine of God, and
brought back and given to Moro Hurree. It was then brought down,
along with the witnesses to the village, in presence of the Mahrattas,
and placed in the Kutcheree, and watched day and night for ten
days ; once a day the witnesses were brought before the God, and
then carried to the Kutcheree, and there in presence of the two Mar-
rattas examined, whether any of the marks should be found on their
bodies ; on being found pure, a certificate was written every day, and
the witnesses were dismissed to their houses. In this manner t}
ten days passed. The witnesses underwent this trial, according -
their oath, and were proved true; and Moro Hurree returned to t-
presence with the witnesses, and a certificate to the above effect, fr.
Bapoojee Mahadew Namazada ; end the Karkoons and Patails a
Koolkurnees of Jgjooree Nagojee ; the Mahratta on the part of Sv
goona Bye had gone awa; privateiy on the seventh night of tha tro

The whole circumstances of the oath were investigated and di.
considered in the Hoozoor Cutcherry, in presence of Nursew R.
Konher, and it appeared clear that the witnesses from Khuttaw L
proved the truth of their oath on the tortoise of the God. The right
of senionty of Moodhojec Nayk to the Deshmookhee was clearly prov-
ed, and the claims of the Bye, asserted by Nursew Row Konher,
were proved to be false; on which this letter has been written to you,
that you may obtain possession: you are the chief Deshmookh of
Phultun, the whole of the Wuttun of the Deshmookhee, with its
rights, benefits, and privileges and Enam lands, and usufruct, &c., as
they belonged to your ancestors, and have descended to you, are here-
by confirmed to you and your heirs and descendants for ever; may
you enjoy them, and live in peace and comfort. Suggonnabye and
your other cousins in the Deshmookbee must remain in subjection to
your authority, according to custom ; they have no claim to sup-
riority.

For this purpose this letter is written to the Nayk.

In this manger also are written three other letters, containing
brief extract of the above, viz., one to the Deshadhikaree and L.t
heck Wurtuman Bhawee, one to the Deshpandy, and one to ts.
Mokuddums of the village; of these copies only to be left with



miginal ¢ .- deliveved .. Moodhojee Nayk

Coby,
he above four letters to o writt.;en dated 24th Julkhad Mar
~ooll Sun 1178, AD. 177~ Poona, 10th Scplember 1819

ne translation, (Signed) J. MACLEOD
{True Copy)
(Signed) J. MACLEOD.

TRANSLATION OF A SAROUNSIIL
Cowajee Bhandaree versus Tatojee and Salwajee and Appajer
wee, in the matter of the right to the Chowgoolkee and cor
d3 ot the villares of Wudhoo and Aptee, in the Sircar Joonm
pite Wi been referred to the presence, and the Tukre

rel 1oonseesh of both parties having been taken in writine

bohaving produced his papers in support o se, i
s the Sareunsh Soor Sun 1169, A.D. 1768-9
+f the Tukrar, Poorseesh, of Tat.. - Bhwn
! -ostor was Tanajec, whose son was Tatojee, who
TR 3¢ son was Tookojee, who had seven sons, to
o whe i~ene ;s of the three others, the eldest was Mow)..
the sec vtojee, and the third Mukhajee.  The descendant. .
Mowj. . 11in the country, and their history shall be enquir .
‘nto m snmicated.  Of the second son, Sunlajee, are descend .
N R -+, whose son, Gomajee, had two sons, the elder of wh..
ihiec: . i three sons, Tatojee, Sumbajee, and Mahadaje. ;
ihese ~ - left no issue, the other two are still alive.  Gomaje
eeond “tukajee, had two sons, Phirngojec and Gonjee, who i

stillalive.  Of Mukajee, the third son of Tookojee, are descended a s
Dussojee, whose son, Rukojee, had two sons, the elder of whom, Muk,
1ee, had two sons, Sulwajee and Soobhanjee, who are now alive.

This is our genealogy ; we kuow of no common ancestor of Jew
1e¢’s and ours.  Qur ancestor is Tanajec, and he lad enjoyed from
carly times the Chowgoolkur of Wudhoo. The mother of Tanajee
lott her yillage and went to Nergoorsur ; at this time Tanajee and his
brother Myajee werc children ; on their growing up, they began to
enquire of their mother where thetr Wuttun was.  She replied, our
Wuttun is the Chowgulkee and 3 Suzgunnees of land of Wudhoo.
Om hearing this information, Tanajee went to Wudhoo; but the wvil-
" 15 would not admit him ; and Tanajec began to vent his revenge

‘s of injury towards them. At this time Musket Patail. of

UDeclaratg.
shed exane
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Aptee, and Kaley and Sovley, Pataals of Wadhoo, joo o together anc
rescued and brought back frora Tanajee a herd of cattle which he wa-
driving away ; upon which Tanajee began to commit violence uporn
the people of Aptee. After this Muskey Patail, of Aptee, gave Tana-
jee 6 Suzgunnees of Thull land, and having taken him over, made«
him his brother ; and Kalley and Sewley, Patails of Wudhoo, gave Ta-
najee 4 Suzgunnees of their own Thull land and a house, and talked
him over, and restored to him also 3 Suzgunnees of land, which had
originally belonged to him.  Tanajee and his brother Tatojee enjoyed
the whole of these lands, until Tatojec was killed by Bhullajee Go-
masta of Muskey, Patail of Aptee ; upon this Mewjee, the son of Ta-
tojee, fled to the country and died there, leaving a son Tokajee, who
returned to Aptee and obtained his Wuttun and land and house from
Dhuggeg Patail. Kanojee Bhundaree then complained that he was
the desceudant of Tanajee, but the whole village and the Koolmbecs
of twelve other villages testified that Tokajee ‘was the true descenm-
dant of Tanajue, and that Kanojee was not. A judgment was given.
and a Muluzar (testimonial of right) of the Chowgoolkee was given
to Tokajee, and 1 Suzgunnee of land to Kanojee. Fron thenceforth,
the Chowgoolkur of Aptee and 5 Suzgunnees of land and a house
have been enjoyed by the family, before Tookojee; the Chowgoolkur
of Aptee did not belong to us.

Jewojee Bhundaree is no blood relation of ours.  His ancestor,
Ruhojee, and ours, Mahoojee, had a dispute ; since which time Rahoo-
jee has possessed the Chowgoolkee of Wudhoo ; whether it belonged
to them before Rahoojee, we do not know ; nor whether Mahoojee,
son of Tokjec, enjoyed the Chowgoolkee of Wudhoo ; but he certainly
possessed and lived in the house, between the houses of two Sewleys
in Wudhoo, and had 4 Suzgunnees of land, but of which his ancestor
had before given nine Rookhas to Vetal ; there remained 15 Rookhas
of land, which Mahoojee enjoyed. Rahoojee then began to quarrel
with Malioojee about the land, saying, that he was his brother, and
ought to have half the land ; both of them were much distressed by
this quarrel ; at length, Herjee Patail, of Wudhoo, reconciled them to
each other, and gave 8 Rookhas out of the 15 to Rahoojee, and the
remaining, 7 Rookhas, were enjoyed by Mahoojee. The certificate of
this partition was lost, and Rahoojee began to complain again, on
which Maboojee left the village, and is still in the country. One
Suzgunnee of land of Aptee bad been given to Kanojee, besides
which he had enjoyed for many years, from our grandfather, another
Suze o ce of Thull land.

o the reign of the Padshas, the ancestor of Jewj.
wra » o1 great-grandfather, by name Kumlojee; was a mu.
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! cultivated the whole of the lands of Wudhoo and A,
o time Tushnef had been sent Ly the Padsha to himw o
- +owgulee ; of which half was given to Sewley Chowgulee, and
pt by Kumloojee, for this reason, that the daughter-in-law of
v. who bad been seized and carried off to the Moghuls Tauna
‘poor, had been recovered and brought back by Kumlojee, on
ceronut he (Dhuggey) had bestowed his Chowgulker of Apten
ug ot Hunidujee, who therefore kept half the Tushnef; b
~ b bad other claim of possession. A quarrel between L
-nd vurs has existed 1o the village, but we have enjoyed po
The villug: nf Apt»e was given by the Sircar to Gopul Row

. at that tinn ‘> and Mukajee cultivated our lands, ar
at thine our ¢ aus continued.
ng question « Tukrar of Jewjee, Jatojee, &c., rep!
u the yuarred n Jewjee’s ancestors, Rahoojee and M+
-, Rahoojee ~uagh an ordeal, 10 support of his bem

t.hx, true heir of Ta

snd not Maboojee, the ecircumstances
these arc as follow-

Rahoojee and Malwojee, having quarrelled, went to Molere.
+hen the ordeal was nndergone, by Rahoojee’s having rubbed ov
| the leaves of a Wanusputtee (Plant); on this Mahoojee went
st Sattara, and brought an order from her to the villuge, th.
-al should be pertormed again ; but Sewley Mohuddun: ha
-1 them both over, divided the 15 Rookhas of Iand of Wudh.
between Rahoojee, and of the 3 Suzgunuees of land he g
Khas, in 15 Rookhus, to Mahoojee, and also a house situat:-.
. the Sewleys. * The sons of these two lived in amity. Rahoo
told that the papers respecting the Thull of Moheree, and
r from Sattara, and the papers respecting the 15 Rookhas of
1l been thrown into the Beema ; but whether they had been
ot trom Dadjee, or not, was unknown. We know not of any Ma-
truzur respecting a dispute between Jewjee Bliundarry and Goonajee

Uhunda: tcum the time of ordeal the property of Wudhoo only
hiua be: - -« by Jewjee, but none of Aptee ; Jewjec has uo claims
on Apt

T rance of the Tukrar, and examination of Jewjee Bhu
CArry.

My ancestors were Soonajee, and Kumlajee, who were brother
Soonajee had two sons, the elder Chahoojee, and the second Mabooje-
(‘hahoojee had a son, Wittojee, whose son was Kintojee, whose sc
was Sewjee, whose son was Somajee. Somajee had two sons, Raho.
e and Khewjee, who left no issue; hut Rahoojee had five sons, Jeu
e, Gogajee, Kumlojee, Somajee, and Jewajee ; the eldest Jewjce h-
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tour sons, the eldest Paddojee, the second v . - 1 third k

jee, the fourth Bhanjee ; of them, threc bad i issuc; but Ye: !

had four sons, the eldest Oodajee, the second Ranogjee, the thir!

jee, the fourth Mowjee, who had no 1ssue. Gogajee, second ~
Rahuojee, had four sons, Hawjee, Sutanajee, and Bawajee: Ii:

had two sons, Tanajee and Yessajee had two sons, Wallojee and

jee, who are both still alive ; the third son Suntajee had also two
soms, Mankajce and Raghojee, who are also living, the fourth son
Bawjee is still living. Kumlojee, third son of Rahoojee, had four
soms, one of whom died without issue ; there remained three, Ramjee,
Mahadjee, and Sumbhajee. Ramjee had a son, named Tawjee, now
living. Mahadjee had three gons, one of whom is dead ; the remain-
ing two, Janowjee and Nowjee, are still living.  Sumbhajee had one
son, Khundajee, who is also alive. Somajee, fourth sou of Rahoojee,
had four soms, lst, Sutwajee; 2md, Soobhanjee; 3rd, Kossajee; #th,
Tanajee, all of whom are now alive. Jewajee, fifth son of Rabhoojee,
had also four sous, Maljee, Dhaujee, Shetyajee, and Kowjee, who
are still living. Mabhoojee, second son of the original Samajee, had
a son named Tatojee, who had a son uamed Mahoojee, whouse son
was Kanajee, who died witbout issue.

The -origiml Kumlojee, the second brother, had a son named
Ramjee, who had a son, Myajee, who bad two sons, Kumlojee and
Bawajee, the former of whom died without 1ssue ; and Bawajee had
two sons, Ramjee and Mahadjee, who both left the counrtry. This is
my genealogy.

My original ancestors, Samajec and Kumlojee, had obtained 2}
Rookhas of land—altogether, 9 Chawurof the village of Wudhoo, Ab-
bajee Patell had given them this land, and the Chowgoolhee of the
village. Bhullce Patell, of Aptee, had given Suzgunnecs of land in
Wauttun to them, in which Tanajee obtained the Chowgulkee, allow-
ed his lands to fall waste, and brought from the Kallewarry Tookojee
Bhundarry (a brother by surname) to assist him in the cultivation of
the land, and gave him 7 Rookhas of his land of Wudhoo; he also
gave 7 Rookhbas to Kanojee PBhundarry, and 6 Rookhas to Mana-
jee Bundarry, and 9 Rookhas to Tanajee Vitab, and 4 Rookhas to
Kanajee Khoostie. In this manner, Kumkojee and Jewjee gave |
their lands to thesc 5 persons, and made them their brothers, but
they were not relations by blood ; after this there remained to them-
selves 12} Suzgunnees of land; of this some more was given to per-

- 30ns, of whom no heirs now remais. My great grand-father, Rahoo-
Jee Bhundarry, also shared 6 Suzgunnees of land of Aptee, for the
sake of maintaining its cultivation, in the following manner : To Jew-
jee, son of Kannjee, he gave 6 Rookhas: to Mawijee, von of Tekoojee,



' neokhas s to Goondjee Bhundurry, tus blood relation, ¢ Rookhas ;
«t + Jividing the lands in this manuer, Rahoojee kept the remaining
~okhas for his own use. Since the administration of Dhabarey,
[ oiwee and Shuliojee made a complaint, and seized and confined my
' father and uncle, and commanded them to have no intercourse
Mukajce and Bhiccajee ; since then the fanily have enjoyed
~sion, but the Tushneef has remained with the Patell, which
u~cii formerly to be siven to us, On a former occasion, when the
Padsha’s Tushneet was cent to Aptee, my ancestor, Kumlajee, had a
dispute with Sewley, saying that the half Chowgoolkee was his, and
he would take half the Tushneef, on which the question was taken
up by caste at Toolapoor, and the Patell of Aptec brought Sewley
and Cwnlogjee with him, as the Chowgoolees, into the Pagoda : on
which the Tushneef was equally divided between them, Fonmnerly
my ancestors left the couniry, at which time Hiskumee Bhow {nominal
or assumed brother ) Kanoojee was at Aptee; and Tookojee coming
from Wudhoo, began to quarrel with him, calling himself the true
descendant of Tunajee. This quarrel was settled in an assembly of
twelve villagers, which decided that Tookojee was the rightful heir
of Tanajee, and not Kanojee, and accordingly a Muhuzur was given
to Tookojee, after which, for five or ten years, I know not whether he
enjoycd possession or not. Hearing that the Muhuzur had been
granted, my great grand-father Rahoojee came to the village, and be-
gan to quarre] with Mahoojee, the son of Tookojee ; the dispute last-
ed for five or ten years without any benefit ; at length he estublished
his right by pertorming the ordeal at Moherce. The certificate of
the ordeal, and of the whole affair, which were granted on the occa-
sion, were partly spoiled in & box. Mahoojee was expelled from Wud-
hoo, and received 9 Rookhas of lund in Aptee. Since then another
dispute has occurred—the Muhuzur of that occasion is in my posses-
gion, and from that time until the time of Korisnajee Dhabarey, he
had not possessed the Chowgoolkee of Aptee, but now Dhabarey hLay
unjustly given 3t to him,

The Sodahputs (document in evidence) of Tatojee Bhuniarry . —

1st. A Muhuzur (award), dated Shuk 1558, Dhatree Suwat
Sune 1st Ashwin 8ood, assembled at the village of Aptee 12 persons,
named by the caste ; by whom this Muhuzur is written. That Tooko-

jec and K - DBhundarry have a dispute regarding the Chow-
goolkee ; 1 ir statements having beer heard, the Mokuddum
and all the ~um (Wuttundars of the same caste) and Baboole, of
Aptee, dep- 1t Tockajee was the true and lincal descendant of
Tanajee. * ¢ Bhundarry deposed that Kanoje¢ was not the

ST E ...scendant of Tanajee, and Kanojee hinself confessed
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that he wius not the true un lineal descendaun
this the Chowgoolkee and land of Aptee was givewn
to Kanojee 6 Rookbas of the land and a house,

Both parties are to abide by this decision, wh Ly
132 years ago.

2nd. A letter dated Shuk 1641, Vicharee Suwnisurer, 17(:
Kartick Waddvee, fromn the Mukuddums and others of Aptee, to
Bhiccajee and Mukajee Bhundarry. You are our rightful brother
Wuttundar ; you have been obliged to leave the village by the perse-
cutions that have been raised against you. We have now discovered
that your persecution has been unjust. If any one shall again trou-
ble you on this supject, we shall have bim punished. Pursue the
business of your calling in peace. Your weltare or misfortunes shall
be held 2ommon with our own. Whoever shall prevent or falsify
this, shall be accounted false to his custe, and an oficnder against the
State. We shall secure you from any barm. Whoever shall act con-
trary to this, may the curse of God fall upon him.

3rd. Letter from Nagojee Deshmook, to Tezojee Patail, of Wud-
hoo Budroodk. You huve written to me ubout the lands of Mahoo-
jee and Rahoojee; when both these persons were at Jooneer, Rahoojee
gave a Kutba, according to which I gave a writing to Mahoojee, why
15 Rowjee disputing now ? His complaint must be without cause ; let
Mahoojee sow the land which'he has begun to cultivate, and then
send them both to Jooneer. 1 will settle their business.

4th. Sumaputr (declaration of the proceedings of an assembly)
Shuk 1605 Ruktakshee, Sawatscer Y Jeist Wuddhyee, at Aptee, Sun
1093, in an assembly of eight persons (named) where 1s a quarrel
about a house and land between Rahoojee and Jatoojee Bhandarry.
Ten persons and others being assembled, declare © our ancestors have
never mentioned to us anything about the family or ancestors of Ra-
hoojee Bliundarry, nor have we ever in our lives known anything
about them. We swear by our forefather and the Gud to prevent
any iunjustice in this matter.”

Copy of a Petition of Shereckar Gomajee Bhundarry.

“ There is a quarrel hetween Jewjee Bhundarry and me, respect-
ing our Wuttun of Wudhoo ; on which we both went through ordeal
at Moheree, but Matooshver Aw Sahib scot for us both, and having
anuulled the former ordeal, ordered us to perform another before the
whole of our village ; when we returned to our village, the villagers
restored to me my lands and house. But now he has taken my house
and land from me, and has driven me from the village. I thereforc
beg that the villagers would ussemble, and enquive into my case.”
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The Sadukputr of Jewjee Bhuudara,

1st. Letter from the Mukuddums and Shaii, iabajuns o
Moiieree village, Turuf Goonjun Mawal, to some Patails, Mukudduns,
and Shaitey Mahajuns of the village of Kesnud, in the Poona District.
“You have sent to our yillage Rowjee Bin Somajec Bhundara, com-
plainant ; and Mahoojee Bin Tookojec Bhundara, defendant, both
Wudrook Turaf Pabul, with a letter, requesting us to settle the quarrel
which these two people have about some land. We have thercfore
assembled, ten persons of the caste, to enquire into the affair, to
whom Rowjee has given him a Tukrar, saying that Le had brought
Mahoojee from Majree, given him 7 Rookhas of land, and made him
hi> brother, and that Mahoojee is not the descendant of Tanajec.”

“On the other side Mahoojee stated in writing, that he was the
descendant of Tanajee, being the fourth generation from him.”

On hearing these statements all of us endeavoured to persuade
then bath, to xubmit to the decision of the caste, to which Rahoojee
agreed, but Maloojee would not consent, but appealed to the ordeal,
Maklioojee was then desired to perform the ordeal, that he was the
‘descendaut of Tanajee, but he replied that the complainant Rahoojee
ought to do it, to which Ruhoojee consented ; and on Friday, the 28th
of the month Jumadool Uwol, bif nails were pared close and Lis
inands fastened up in bags. On Sunday he took out the Ruwa (a

small i+ of metul at the bottom of a vessel of hot oil) declaring
tha- qre was not the true descendant of Tanajee. On Tuesday
biie rrgsersh Shoodh, his hands were examined, and Raboojee
pro . true. The whole of the Wattun land and possessions
of 1 ~hatever must be given to Rahoojee, Mahoojec has no
l”igi:' ~m. Dated 1607,

Slubiuzur Shuk 1607, Kroodhun Suwutsur, assembled at
tha ot Wudhoo Boodrook T. Pabul, Sun 1095. Ryots of the
cas! 1) the Patail and other villagers, in all tweny-four pursons.
The. s being assembled {0 iuvestigate the case, Gomajee bin
M ~immdarry brought a paper from the Deshmookh. desiring
tha Hagers of the caste should be assembled and do justice to
hoti wons concerned, and settle the dispute, and a Purwarree
tron iaw Fazil Khan Darogha to the same effect. Jewjee bin
Rah -, Lhundarry brought a Purwarree from Khojah Sunpuck,

Ferojiar of Thana Kooraigaum, directing the lands to be confirmed
according to the ordeal which had been performed at Moheree aud
not to permit Tatoojee to interfere, and that the Purwarree which
Tatoojee had got before was null.  The assembly having exanined the
2hos o 1oners, sent Vasajee Dadoo Koolkurnee to Yeswant RowsSawanf,

. Kooraigaum, to tell hir that the Deshmookh had called an
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assembly of the caste to enquire respecting the Wuttun and Jayn
the Bhundarries, but that an order was nccessary for them to proc. -
to a decision, on which he gave orders for the assemlly to dv
according to justice, and the whole of the villagers, Mukuddums, .
Sater Prubhow Thulwyes and 12 Balootees of Aptee, asscrn!
together to investigate the case. Both persons produced their puj» -
as follows.

Gomajee bin Mahoojee produced the Muhuzur which had b
given at Aptee. Jewjee bin Rahoojee produced the Muhuzur of -
ordeal at Moheree, and also the decision of an assembly of thre.
four villagers at Aptee. Having examined all the papers, and tu:
security from both parties, viz, for Jewjee Rowjee, Chougool.
Kooraigaum ; and for Gomajee Subajee Sewba, Chougoola of Ap-
that each would submit to whatever the assembly directed, both ...
in Raza Namas and Tukras in writing.—The witnesses were then
amined before the whole of the assembly standing in the Murkk...
(a circle described on the ground to represent hill) with a cow's
on their beads, and gave testimony as folldws.

1st. Sewley Mukuddum deposed that the origin of the fan:: .
18 not of this place, but of Aptee——Ra.hoqee had Meeras land i
Wudhoo, That on account of some injuries committed by Tanajee,
he had talked them over, and gained his friendship, by giving him
his daughter, and 9 Rookbas of land, in Meeras, out of his own;
that besides this, he had given him nothing. That he knew not what
relation this person was to Tanajec—that he knew of the Muhuzur
which Lad been granted at Aptee, and also of the ordeal.

nd. Tej Patail Argury Mukuddum deposed that there was a
quarrel amongst the Bhundarries at Aptee, and that a Muhuzur had
been given in his name regarding it; that then Kanojee used to call
himsel Goomashtae . but this was proved false. Kanojee took the
hand of Tookajee in asseveration of Tookoojee’s being the descendant
of Tanajee ; at this time Katroojee’s family were dead and gone;
afterwards an ordeal took place, in which Rahoojee was proved true,
and Mahoojee false.

3rd. Suntajee bin Kundoojee Dhuggey, of Aptee, deposed that
Scwley had brought Toockoojee Bhundara from Kallewarey ; that in
thoir village (Aptee) Tanajee had a son named Kunkoje:, who gave
Tookoojee into his (the deponent 's hand) saying, this is my brother.
That Tookoojee and Kanojee afterwards guarrelled, and that an .
assembly of 12 villagers gave a Muhuzur ; that all this he knew to
be irne. That Rahoojec was not there at that time; that the
ancestors of Kanoojee and Tookoojee were not connected, nor settled
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Meerasdars : that the Dhuggeys were masters of the Meeras lan -
sut that Rahojee enjoyed the benefit since the ordeal at Moheree.

4th. Apajec Patell Dhuggey, of Aptee, deposed that he had
ommitted thefts in Wndhoo, which had been traced to his fore-
t(her, that people had been sent to seize the thief, and that he hail
iclivered Tatoojec to them, That a fine was exacted of Tatoojer,
which he demanded of his (the deponent’s) ancestor, on which 1.
raurdered himm. That Tatoojee had o grand-son named Tanajec,
whom he had brought to a reconciliation, and given him 6 Suzgunne:s
Thull land out of his own. and made him next in rank to Sewley.
That afterwards Kanojee Buudarra was going to leave the village ;
out that he had given him 6. Rookhas of Thull, and kept Lim.
yWhen the whole of the land was in cunltivation, he gave Kanojec
suzgnnnees of land— that then Kunkojee, son of Tanajee, came frc.-.
‘Vudhoo, and bringing the Patuail and Balootees, bronght Tookaj.
o Kallewarry, and gave him into his (the deponent’s) ancest..
~md. That Kanojee and Tonkoojee began to guarrel about 1
arden lands of Kunkoojee, and that time Tookoojee was proved to 1+
.ire true descendant of Tanajee, and Kanojee’s pretensions to be false,
1hat the brother of Rahoojee was vne of the assembly who gave this
{ecision—that seven generations have seen no ancestors of Rahoojee,
ITe has only enjoyed possession since the ordeal.

5th.  The Thulwayks and Sathee Pruja of Wudhoo and the
Dhuggeys and Chougoolees of Aptee deposed that they know not

who was the desendant of Tanajee, They knew of the Mubuzur

vhich had been given at Aptee by the assembly of the Patails of 12
Jagers, on the dispute between Kanojea and Tookejee. At that
nne Rahoojee’s ancestor was not in the village: but on Rahoaje.’
¢oming to the village, he fixed upon Regnund, for his Punchayet
and then having taken security, they referred the ecase to Moher
wheve Rahoojee performed the ordeal and was cleared, and Mahonj.
proved fulse ; that all this they knew.

Having weighed this cvidence, it did not appear to agree in any
way with Mahoojee’s Sukoar. Rahoojee’s ancestor was not in the
village when the Mubuzr was gm,n at Aptee.—When he came to
the village, and began his rhspute it was settled by ordeal, on which
Rahoojee was proverd true, and Mahoojee false.—Of this the evidence
is clear. The Muhuzur of the assembly of Moheree, which Guiajee
has, is annuiled ; the villagers knew that Mahoojee: was unjustly
acensed.  Jewjee bin Rahoojee has enjoyed his Wuttun since the
crdeal, and Mahoojee has no grownst of complaint against him.  The

otors of Rahoojee didd with their own hands, and out of their o,
Lo are, give 9 Rookhas of Aptee and 7 Rookhas of Wudhoo, whi. -

* The Wuttunda
and a}} the villager-
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they let Malioojec cnjey i comiort ; besides ths, Jw va 05 ¢

the Lonse and land and Chowgoolkee of the two willages. T

is the originul Wuttundar; an ordeal has been undergone fo
Chowgoolkee and house and lands of the villages. The whoio
Wuttun and lands and house abovementioned are Rakhoojee’s, and let
Jewjee enjoy them.

3rd.  Zaminkutba of Resnund Suntojee Jadow of Kesnund,
security for Raloojee; Newjee Arguwra of Wudhoo Boodrook,
security for Mahoojee.

* Awaru. 4th.  * Newarputr Shuk 1623, Ursish Syrvutsuree, 17th October,
Wudhyu, dated Toolapoor. Assembled 7 persons of the caste (named)
who having deliberated, have decided that Babjee Sewla and M:had-
jee Newla, Chougoolas of Aptee, and Kuwlajer Bhundarry, of Aptee,
have-come to ns and preferred fur decision a dispute between them,
respecting the Chougoolkce of Aptec—and have given a I’
Numa snd Kutba, that they agree to the true evidence o
Mukuddmms of Aptee, given in the Pagoda. Upon this Kl
Patail of Aptee, went into the Loly Pagoda, and took them boo
the hand, in asseveration that they were both his Chougool:
right, an inheritance and decent : any future interference with
decision will be in vain.

Purwana under Seal of Joovjarool Moolk Myrool Mul-
Nawaub Assutkhan, dated 7th of the Moon of the month Sul
Moozuter Sun 27, w the Goomastas, and Jageerdars, Deshmooks
Deshpandeys, Mukuddums and Moozafers of Pabool, Sircar Jo..

Be it known that Rowjee wullud Somajee Bhundarry, of Wudli.
the abuve mentipned distrigl, has come aud complained “ thu
Office of Chongoola has belonged to my family for many generi:
but now Tatajee, the sun ol Tookojee Bhundarry, of Aptee, sup.
ed me hy vivlénce and injustice :—therefore 1t is written, tha
saud Tatoojee has, by deceit and fraud, cwried away the Sunnud-
18 not to be trusted, and according to the Hindvo Sunnud unde
signature of the Mukuddnms and Shuityes andMuhuzurs of Mu!
the right of Chowgoolker of the abovementioned village Las !
contirmed to the suid Raheojec ; that whatever rights or prive.
telong to that sitnation are to b restored hiirn-—yvon vt

~d to restore him to his i’ Jiwath

-ait reply or delay.

Luwing thus weighed and -
papers of both parties, it u.
e ot of the ‘

ntof W

_\_hf._-.



1 jee only—-on examining the actual state of possession, it app.

- li papers, that both have had possession at times in both villages,
but the posscssion of Jewjee in the village of Wudhoo seems fo have
been more permanent, as it appears that Rowjee’s descendants have
enjoyed uninterrapted possession of the Wuttun and lands of Wudhoo,
since the quiircl hetween Rahoojee and Mahoojee Bhundarry, and
the ordeal wlich was undergone. In the Shuk 1607, Gomajee madc
an attempt to dispute the point, but this being praved false, no
dispute bas occurred since. The descendants of Rahoojee, down to the
present Jewjee, have held undisturbed possession of the Wuttin ot
Wudhoo, and this Tatoojee does not now dispute, but Jewjee disputes
and claims the Chowgoolkee and land of Aptee, and therefore it is
that Tatoojee asserts a right to the Wuttun of Wudhoo. Both
Rowjec and Kumlsjec formerly enjoyed the Wuttun of Aptee, and
the dispute between these two persons has been handed down till now,
This dispute happened during the administration of Dhabarrey.
Tatoojc produced the papers, but Dhabarrey would not dispense
Justice, the prayers being ouly on one side of the question ; from that
period, Tatoojee’s descendants have enjoyed uninterrupted possession,
This appears to be the true state of the case, but Jewjee says that
Dliabarrey unjustly confused the lands ; it appears, however, that this
enjoyment of Wuttun of Aptee s one confirmation of the rights of
Tatoojce ; another confirmation is the Myhuzur, which was given 132
vears ago, by the assembled villagers of Aptec and twelve other
villagers, in the dispute between Tookejec and Kanojee, deciding that
Tookojce was the rightful heir of Tanajee: from this and other
ppers, it appears that this dispute is of many years standing. The
village assembly deeided that Kanojee was not the descendamt of
Tanajee ; if Tookojee then had been under similar circumstances
with Kanojee, how could they have decided that he was the rightful
heir of Tanajec, but by examining and comparing the Mubhuzur of
the year (Shuk 1607). The evidence of the villagers at that period
differ from that given in Shuk 1558. In the Shuk 1607, the villagers
of the two villages gave‘ their evidence according to the best of their
recollection and belief, but the substance of it is contradictory and
inconsistent. The witnesscs do not scem to have agreed with each
other. In the Mubuzur of Shuk 1538, the particulars of the evidence
of each village arc not given, but Kanojee Bhundara himself conﬁ?ssed
the very point in dispute, viz, that Tookojee was the true hfnr of
Tunajee.  This being the case, wl.na,t ground could‘ he have for dispute
at all 2 On minutely examiuing this Muhuzur, .}t appears that ne
cross-questioning or due examination Of, the witnesses took _place.
They ull said the saiue at onve, and he Muh_uzur was made without
further enquiry, or investigation. But Jewjee also allows thut this
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srat Ias ancestor v
- begun the disput
wurs, brought Took

e g, from the circumstance, that we was
brot!. hat he was of the family of Tanajee. Loo
therel.: . matter of ordeal, we have the certificate 1o

Moleree, the place where the ordenl was undergone, by which it
appears, that the nails of Rahoojee were pared off thiee days before,
and bags put over his hands ; that on Sunday he performed the ordeal,
that on Tuesday his hands were examned, and his truth proved : but
to this Tatoojee objects, that he rubbed his hands with the juice of a
Wunusputtee (plant), and was thus enalled to undergo the trial.
On thc other hand, many ordeals have been performed at Moheree,
and have been conducted with fairness and  justice, how should
any trick have been allowed in this instance ? Tatoojee’s asser-
tion of Rahoojec’s having rubbed the juice of the Wunusputiee
over his hands, appears false. That the ordcal was undergone
is manifestly established by the papers, as well as the admission
of both parties. In short, the ordeal was perforined, hecause no just,
decisivn had been given upon the evidence of the villagers ; falschood
was proved, and the possession on both villages confirmed to Rahojee.
Since then Gomajee, the descendant of Mahojee, again made a com-
plaint, which was proved falsc, and a Muhuzut given to this ot
Tanajec himself made the Wuttuns of both villages, but Tak..
says that he only reviewed that of Wudhoo, and obtlained fos
first time that of Aptee. Rahoojee, however, established by ordc..
the guarrel with Tatoojee’s ancestur Mahoojee, that he, anc
Mahogjee, was the true descendant of Tanajee, and it was deer
that Rahoojec should enjoy Tanajee’s Wuttun of hoth vill.
Maliojee is not the descendant of Tanajee, and therefore has no ¢

to the Wuttun of cither village. This fact bas long been decided

- now wishes to have the village assewbly again co
~iniped, and a fresh decivion passed : Lut as an ordeal

1e, it is not propae: hy further inv. -~ ton sl
e sinee the Gods conified thewr ‘1 oon
~rdeal, what would . “ls of men o v
wat the judgment -~ village -
-. had been contra . I other, an
.+ after this | for witnes-
v would be By the M
<O was o Sl ol
Loany ¢

TS e
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werc 1 false.  The Muhuzur which «

Kanor wring the absence of Jewjec’s anc

intemperate proceeding ; however, had no ovdeal tukou plac, o
Muhuzur must have been an anthority ; but it was al once annulled
hy the result of the ordeal. That Tatoojee should have unjustly, and
hy force, enjoyed the Wuttun of Aptee after the ordeal, is proved by
its result to have been improper.

('Tl'llf.‘, _ Translat itm)

(Signe: 1. MACLEOD.

(True Copy
'.\\“;llk",i) J. MACLLwD,

TRANSLATION OF A SAROUNSH, 1819.

Sukaram Ramchunder Putwurdhun versus Govind Viswunath
Putwurdhun, in o dispute respecting property. These two persons
having written and given in their declarations and securities, and
produced their docunients in cvidence, and given in a list of the
naincs of a Punchayet, by which they agreed to abide. This Pun-
chayet having investigated the affair, has drawu up the following
abstract.

Sukaram Ranichunder complains : ¢ Shrcemunt Rajshice Baba-
saheb” (the Paishwa) “gave me, ou the oceasion of a Shraddh, a
« Dukhshana of 2,200 rupces, and desired me to go and build a house
“at Phoolgaure. This money my unele Govind Putwurdhan lodged
“for me in the hands of Junoba Ranarey, at 10 annas interest. Of
“this ] have received Rupees 427-3-0 and a balance of 1,772-13-0 s
“due, as follows ; vis., by Junoha Ranarcy, Rupees 1,192-144-0, and
“Govind Punt Putwurdhan, 579-14%-0. This balance is due hy them
“both 5 and T now desire an order that the part of it, which has been
“received by Govind Punt may be enquired into and settled. Dated
“Phalgon Wwldye 10 Shuk 1740. The Respondent Govind Viswanath
“ Putwurdhun answers : “ My nephew Sukaram Ramclmnder received
“ this money from the Sircar to build a house at Phoolgaum Aptee,
“and it was lodged 1 the shop of Junardhan Ranarey. In the month
“ Margseersh, Rajshree Huree Bhow Bhut took me with him to the
“house of Ballajee Punt Kalley ; a Punchayet was there held, aud
“receipt for the money was taken in name of Sukaram Ramchunder;
“ihe receipt, which was in my pame, was given back to the person

“anardbun Ranarey); out of this money I hiad spent some, on account
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e bk the receipt which T had  received fr
~iswanadh, deccased (father of the complainant), !
. dwelling-house in Poona, valued at 700 rupces, whr
nased. The Punchayet turther decided that Sukar:
*chunder should pay me 167-8-0 which I had advanced to hu at
“ Oorawree Ambegaum, and that 1 should pay 197-8-0. This was the
“decision of the Punchayet, and tlic papers to this cffect are with
“Sukaram Ramchunder. I had given up half the house, which he still
“possesses.”  Dated Phalgoon Wudhye, 10th Shuk 1740,

The Punchayet deliberated on the declarations of the parties as
{ollows :—Under the former Government Balajee Punt Kalley Nisbut
Gokley having named and assembled a Punchayet, it had decided
that Govind Punt should repay whatever money he had taken out of
the sum belonging to Sukaram Ramchunder, which he had lodged in
the hands of Junardbun Ranarey ; and further had, in presence of
hoth parties, decided that Govind Punt should pay Rupees 946-1}-0;
of which sum he paid to Ramchunder Rupces 698-7-0 ; the halance,
647-10%-0, rcmains to be paid to Sukaram Puut by Govind Punt.—A
certificate of this settlement was ninde out, to which Govind Punt
subscribed, and this ought to be complied with; but Govind Punt
refuses, and says that he has a wnitten claim of Rupcees 167-8 against
Sukaram Punt, from the year (Shuk) 1734; on enquirniug iunto the
truth of which it appears that Sukaram Punt had owed to Govind
Punt Rupces 250, and that an obligation to that effect had been
given by Sukaram Punt, dated 10th Shuk Margscersh Shuk 1737
but that thc debt had been settled by Snkaram Punt, and his note
received back, The above claim of Govind Punt is antecedent to
this settlcment, any yet no mention of it appears, and the writing
itself is nncorrect, nor was therc any mention of it in the obligation
to Sukaram Punt. Four of the Punchayet accordingly recommended
that Ballajee Punt Kalley should be asked about the lusiness; and
according to Lis answer, both partics should abide. Upon this,
Ballajee Punt Kalley was sent for to the Adawlut, where, in prescnce
of the parties and Punchayets, Ballajee Punt Kalley and Bajeebhut
Khelkur declared, in the Hoozoor Kutcherry, that a Punchayet had
heer ncsembled by them, and that it had rejected the claim of Rupees

© This claim then is false. This being the case, Govind
-ust therefore pay o Sukaram Punt Rupees 247-8-0, hesides
The members of both o -+ in the Punclie . i subscribed

- ilecision, viz -

snun Shastree Saity, Bapo mangee Thuetoo Palkrishna
I Joshi, Denkur Annu. Josht, in 1hc nner the



o — parties decided that Govind Punt should pa

e GAL Sukaram Punt.  Dated 5th of May 1819.

Confirmed.  (Signed) W, J. LUMSDEN,
True translation,

(Signed) J. MACLEOD.
w9t Septendier 1819,

(True Copy)
Signed) J. MACLEOD.



