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PREFACE.

In issuing a second volume of “Madras in the
Olden Time” as it is depicted in the old records
of the Madras Government, the Compiler has little
to add to the Preface which was appended to the
former volume. He has coutinued to adhere to
his design of endeavouring to convey to the reader
all the pleasure and information to be derived from
a perusal of the original records, without the
painful labour of wading through a mass of
obsolete detail. The present volume brings the
annals down to the year 1727. The third volume
will so far complete the undertaking, as to fill up
the blank which has hitherto existed in the history
of the English Settlement, between the first found-
ation of Fort St George and the period when
Mr. Orme’s history may be satd to begin,

According to the plan here sketched out, the
present scries of annals of the Madras Presidency
will be brought to a close about the middle of the
last century.  But it may not be premature to add
that the compiler has no intention of bringing his
labours to a conclusion ai so important a crisis in
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the history of British India.  From 1640 to 1750
the annals comprise little more than the story of a
commercial settlement ; and may be best gathered
from selections from the early records, such as we
are now placing before our readers. But the half
century inmedialely succceding to that period is
a period of conquest, of which enly a small portion
of the history has been told by Mr. Orme, and to
which modern historians gencrally have only done
partial justice. India as it was in the days of
Clive and Hastings, Hyder and Tippoo, of Coote
and Wellington, of Cornwallis and Mornington, is
almost a blank so far as a living narrative of the
times is concerned.  The politician, the moralist,
and the military annalist have done their best, but
it still remains for the antiquarian to exhume from
the records of the time, ibe story of that eventful
period written by the hands of the actors themselves.
Such a task however involves far more than an
examination of the records of a single Presidency ;
and the writer wust therefore defer placing any
definite plan before his readers, until the third and
concluding  volume of “Madras in the Olden
Time,” which is nearly all ready for the press,
ghall have been fairly brought to a close.

MaDRAS, }
July 1044, 1841,
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