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INTRODUCTION.

Tug ficts and opinions contained in the following Papers
are the result of more than fiftcen years” actual residenee
i Indin, chiefly in the North-western Provinees of the
Bengal Presideney; during whiclr period, I have held
varions situations in the Police, Revenue, and Judicial
departments, and have heen in habits of close communi-
cation, both private and official, witli the people of the
country of all classes.  They were first publishied anony-
mously, under the signature of A Friexp to InNDIA,”
in the fadia Gazette, one of the Caleutta daily papers;
and having attracted some attention, and, I hope, leen
instrumental in eltecting some little change in public
feeling on the suljects whiclt they embrace, I am induced
to republish them in England.

In so doing, I must entreat the indulgence of my
readers for the imperfeetions of style and language, and
the frequent repetitions with which they abound. They
were written in the midst of heavy official occupation,
wliich scarcely afforded me leisure even to correct the
rough copy; and the same cause still operates to prevent
a more careful revision at the present moment.

There is one advantage, however, attached to their
appearance in their present order,—that they mark the
progress of public feeling on the subject of British-Indian
government. Ten or twelve years since, had any man
in India ventured to publish such strictures on the Indian
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administration, he wonld most undonhtedly have been
Banished  the country: and even as it s the eautions
ard guarded tone b which the first papers weve written,
displays o strong contrast to the openmess amd freedom
of those which follow.

The interest attached, for the time heing, to some of
tre subjects diseussed. i< now gone by, in consequenee of
the changes that have heen effected Dy the new Indian
charter. The question of  Colonization, for  instance
(N VLY las been set at vest @ hut the letter is retained
heeanse allusion iv occasionally made to itx contents.
Un others, it may be considered that T have been too
dittiise. or given them more importance than they de-
~erve.  The vepeated arguments on the Romanizing
svstem will, doubtless, come under this eondemnation;
for an Eaoelishe public will searcely helieve that the absurd
idea of persuading o hundred millions of people to ¢hange
their national langnage, ad its charaeter, was actually
contemplated s and that the personad talent and offieinl
influenee of the individuals with whonm it originated,
might lave prevailed in cansing the attempt to be made,
had it not been for the argument and rvidicule with
whieh it was assailed by various writers.

For the frequent repetitions, the only apology 1 ean
offer is, that the same canse in the svstem of the British-
Indinn legislation operates in so many different modes,
that it conld scarcely have heen avoided.

One ohjcet hax been carnestly kept in view in thiese
Letters—to ~implify the several points which are dis-
cusscd, and to avoid, as much as possible, the techni-
caditios and local peenliavities which render Indian affhirs
so intricate amd mysterious to the English veader.  As
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an illustration, I heg to advert to the attempt to deseribe
the Ryotwar System in No. XVIIL  The mystification
in which it has been enveloped, has rendered it almost
incomprehensible to those who have only read the official
productions on the subject, and lave not practically
inquired for themselves; and the reasons for this mysti-
fication were simply, that the real prineiple was too unjust
to be broudly stated.

Those, too, who are puzzled to divine the nature of
the duties in which their friends and relations in India
are engaged, disguized as they are under the hard and
fine-sounding names in which Anglo—lndian legislators
detight, will find the business of the different oflicés in
which Europeans are emploved, deseribed in plain and
simple terms, in varions parts of these Lietters.

With the same view, all the oriental and loeal words
have been studiousty expunged, and their synonyms given
in Euglish, as far as this could be done; where it has
been absolutely necessary to retain o foreign term, the
meaning is explained, either in a parenthesis immediately
following, or in a note at the foot of the page: & glossary
at the el of a book is so troublesome, that it consider-
ably lessens the pleasure of reading.  In some cases,
oriental words have becn adopted by the Lnglish resi-
dents in India, as a matter of convenience.  Thus, sepoy,
the Hindostanee word for soldier, and soldier, are always
vsed to signify respectively an Indian and an Inglish
soldier.

Greater cffect might probably have been produced,
had letsure been afforded me to have remodelled these
papers, beginning with the prineiples on which  our
British-Indian empire is founded, and then proceeding to
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the detail of the different hranehes of the Government.
The eauses which led to the adoption of the views which
[ have here oxpressed, are deseribed in the concluding
chapter, which, indeed, might almost serve as an intro-
duction, generally, to the work; after which, I would
sugeest o those who may favour these pages with their
attention, to pernse the nndermentioned nmmbers in the
following order:—

1. Preliminarsy Observations.

32, Sketeh of the Deiti=h-Indian Administration,

330 Same .-Il|ljt'(‘t.

13, Government of Brtish India.

14, Same ~ubject.

13, EFxelosione of the Natives of India from a Share in its Govern-
el

1, O the State of Feeling ameng the Natives towards the British
Government.

3 Belaviour of the English towards the Natives.
1. Feclings of the Natives towards the English,
. The Briti<h-Indian Government ilhustrated.
ONdd Svstem of the A dministration of Justice,
New Svaten of the same,
18, Revenne Sysgem—Landed Tenures—Iy otwar Plan,
36, Procecdings of the Civil Courts.
56, On the Police.
27, Jnomaly and Indecision which characterizes the British-Tudian
Government.

Lewter, explanatory, on the Character of the People, between Nos.
10 and 11,

34, Charaeter of the People.—General Observations,

41. The same,

42, The same.—Want of Truth,

43, The same.—Litigionsness,

51 The same.—Ingratitude,

320 The sane.—IHonesty, Morality.

53, The sume—Miseellancons Observations.

3% Policy of Interference in the internal Affairs of the Nafive
States.

The remainder may be perused according to the
reader’s pleasure.
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Tt has heen suggested to me, that an attempt should
be made to render these observations more interesting to
the general reader; but T fear this would he attended
with tittle snecessy the detail of Indian government can
have few attractions, exeept for those whose interests are
involved in its proceedings, or whose affections are con-
nected with the members of which it is composed ; almost
all others in England have objeets of far more importance
to themselves to oceupy their attention. My only liope is,
that T may “fit andience find, though few,” and that
thosc few will exert their talents and influence in English
society to further a cause in which the honour and
interest of the Inglish nation have so deep a stake, and
which affects the happiness or misery of a hundred mil-
lions of our fellow-subjects.

For the cgotistical style of the book, the epistolary
manner in which the Letters were written must form the
apology.

F.J. SHORL.

JuriLroor®,
Mareh, 1336,

# The Author is now officiating as Civil Commissioner and Political
Agent in the Sagur and Nurbudda territories.
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No. L.

A New era seems at leugth to have dawned upon this interesting
country.  Public attention lias been much more divceted, of late
years, both in Eugland and in India, te its concerns than for-
merly,  The distike of our rulers to have matters connceted with
the subject discussed, appears to have considerably lessened, and
it sccms to be the general opinion that the publication of tem-
perate remarks, unexaggerated facts, and moderate suggestions of
improvements, will be approved of by the public, and meet with
attention from the constituted authorities.

Qur present Governor-General * deserves the thanks of all who
wish to scc an improvement in the state of India, for the notifi-
eation of his willingness to receive counmunications on the subject
T'his is one great step, but many more are required to promote
the object in view. The time of a Guvernor-General must be
so mnuch occupied by the current concerns of so vast a govern-
ment, that he can have little leisure to read private communi-
cations,—still less duly to consider and carry into effect any
suggestions they way contain, particularly should they be much
out of the ordinary routine of the mede of conducting business,
Besides this, a Governor may leave the country before he has
time to complete many arrangements, of the expediency of which
lie may be convinced ; and may be succeeded by one, who, instead
of carrying on any plans and wishes for improvement, may he
content with allowing matters to proceed 1 the usual routine.

It is, therefore, eminently desivable to excite in the minds of
the rising generation of functionaries, both military and civil, an
attention to what appears to be wrong, and what is capable of

* Lord W. Dentioels,
YOL. 1. B
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imprm'vmonl. both in respeet to the goveimment of the fjmmtr%',
amd in the wmanuers of society, Furopean and native, without in
any way deseending {o attacks on individuals.  They will thus
hn‘vc m-uplr tme to inguire into what 1s poin-ted out, and be
prepared, wlien they rise into authority, successively to carry on
aschene of improvenent ealenlated to benefit all classes of the
cominunity.

I lwliv\jc that many of those who have the power, have also
the will. to benefit tlu.' country and the people; hut they labour
under the difliculty of ascertaining what will conduce to this end.
The sitnation of most of the ¢ivil and mibitary officers, their
otlicial rank, and the oblization of keeping up a certain form and
dignity, in some measure preclude them from mixing unreservedly
and i{nim:\tcly with the natives of the country; the result of
which is, that they remain in ignorance of many things that are
wrong, and which would be corrected if - duly brought into
notice ; and they are prcvcnted from gaining intelligence of much
which, if caried into effect, would conduce to the welfare of the
country.  The majority, however, of these functionaries pur-
poscly keep aloof from the people, wrapped up I their own
dignity, which they think wounld be lowered were they to hold
any communication with any natives, except such as are ufficially
emploved; they consequently are shamefully ignorant of the
manners and customs of the people, and even of their own duty.

Cue great drawback to any improvement of the present system
of government, is the absence of auy community of feeling be-
tween the rulers and the people. The framers of the laws are so
far removed from those whao feel their operation, that the former
cannot thoroughly perecive whether these laws work well or ill;
and before the mischief of an improper regulation lias been dis-
covered, great evil has sometimes been the consequence. I have
licard the situation of an Indian Government functionary aptly
compared to a man on an eminence: he is conspicuous to all
around, and has a tolerably general view of the country, but
cannot clearly observe its details,  The people, on the other
hand, do not always perceive this, Lo an observation that the
magistrate or collector would correct such and such an abuse
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if informed of it, they often answer, ¢ The thing is notorious; he
must know it; if he cared about benefiting us, he wonld do s0:”
and they arc thus often led to impute to their governors an
inattention “to their welfare, from not sufficiently understanding
the cause. There is, however, a class in the country, whose
business obliges them to become sufliciently acquainted with the
natives to acquire a knowledge of theiv feelings; and, at the same
time, who are not so far removed in society from the oflicers of
Government as to prevent these profiting from the information
gained by the former. It will be easily understood that I allude
to the merchants and indigo-planters, particularly those who lve
in the Mofussil. Some of these, as well as a few of the Govern-
ment functionaries, have observed closely, and noted the result
of their observations.

Among other things, I am inclined to think that the feelings
of the people are not so cordial towards our government as they
are generally supposed, and that our tenure of India is not so
firm as might be desired. An inquiry into the causes of this
opinion, whether it tends to confirm or refute it, may, if tempe-
rately conducted, be productive of good; and may possibly
conduce to an improvement in the conduct of the governors, and
in the situation of the governed.

January 12, 1832,

No. IT1.

THE BRITISH INDIAN GOVERNMENT ILLUSTRATED.

Ix my first number I intimated an intention of continuing the
papers occasionally at my leisure. T find, however, that it would
require more {ime and trouble than I can spare to form a general
plan; and, instead of arranging the different subjects in regular
succession, must content myself with taking them at random from
my note-book.

I observed, that I was inelined to believe that the feelings of
the natives of this country are not so cordial towards our govern-
ment as is generally supposed ; and that our tenure of India is

L2
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less irm than wight be desived. This opinion iz net adopted
from any preconceived iden, formed from the works of those who
way have written on the subjeet.  On the contrary, on my first
:\I‘l'.i\':ll in Lodi, some vears sinee, 1 fell inte the meode of thinking
which T found =0 general among the Linglish, that the natives
were a low dearaded set, with very few good qualities; their
institutions, enstoms, and  government, excessively bad; ~while
we and ours, on the contrary, were everything that was excellent ;
and that they were pleased and grateful to us for having sub-
stitmted u good government for their own bad ones.  Subse-
quently, after having been employed in various parts of the
country, chiefly at a considerable distance from Calcutta, in
conccn;s that brought me into close contact with people of all
classes, especially with the farmers and merchants, I was induced
to alter my opinion.

The next point was, to endeavour to investigate the causes of
this fecling among the people; and the result of my inquiry was,
that they appeared to be ateributable both to Government and to
individuals, The present paper will touch chiefly upon the
former; and as [ know that the correctness of the statement
itself may be doubted hy many, and denied altogether by others,
T think it will be rendered more familiar to Fnglish ideas, if the
observations are put in the form of a comparison.

In pursuing the following mode of iltustration, I am disposed
to make doe allowance for the peeuliar difficulties in which our
first scttlers in Bengal were unquestionably placed.  Suppose
then that, abont the beginning of the last century, a few Afiican
werchants received permission from the English government to
crect a factory somewhere on the south coast of England; that,
some vears after, an English revenue defautter, or erinminal, took
refuge 1n the fuctory 5 that the Afvicans refused to give him up;
and that the Inglish took possession of the factory, and confined
the Afvicans; that their Government sent ships and troops to
attack the English, and foree them to give up a small portion
of territory.

The Africans find that a member of the royal family has a
strong party in his favowr, (Prinee Charles Edward, eommonly
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called the Pretender, would have well suited their purpose,) and
persuade him to mount the throne, which, with their assistance,
in addition to his own party, theve is a probability of effecting.
They then pick up a quarrel, go to war with the English, depose
the king, and establish the other. A short time afterwards, they
treat the new king in the same manner, and set up another; and
not long after, depose this last, and establish the one they had
first made king; the chiefs, in each case, not ouly receiving large
private bribes, but being guilty of treachery and forgery *.

The Africans then, having very small pay from their own
masters, try to make a profit by trading ; they not only insist on
the English king’s exempting their goods from payment of duty,
but on his imposing a high one on those of his subjects. They
send factors and agents all over the country, cach of whom erects
himself into a petty chief, and forces people to sell him their
goods and buy liis, at his own price, until the people are so dis-
tressed, that the king abolishes all duties altogether.  This the
Africans consider a crime, and, alter some negotiation and alter-
cations, finish by deposing that king, who is succeeded by another
of thelr own creation.

They next persuade the existing king to disband his own
troops or the greater part of them, and to rely on these of the
Africans to protect him and his dominions, he paying their ex-
penses.  Shortly after, they make out that his payments are in
arrears, or they say that they apprehend that this will be the case,
and insist on a part of his territery being assigned to them to
secure regular payment. The nobles and upper classes they
gain over, by promises of support and protection.  This done,
they take away the estates from the Lord-Lieutenants of coun-
ties and the great noblemen, on the plea of some flaw in the
original grant by the Crown, or that the holders of the estates
had ot complied with the conditions of the feudal tenuret on

* 8ee Mill's account of the treat-| 4 T am aware that the fendal tenure
ment of Omichund, and other points | was abelished by (L think) cap. xii. Car.
similar to what arce supposed above. | IL., but the Africans might tell us that
However Mill's opinious and dedue- | the Steart family haviag been deposed,
tions may be disapproved of, for facts | their acts would not hold good, This
he is, I believe, undoubted autho- | would be as good a pretence as some
rity. the English have made usc of in India.
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which they had heen granted, or some cqually good reason s
giving trem pensions, which they hold out liopes are to be here-
ditarv. but which are subsequently redueed, or discontinued
altogether.

’l.'ho Land-tax s then indefinitely increased to such a pitch
that the proprictors ol estates are veduced to beggary, and, being
wnable to pay the demand, their estates are sold, tilt scarcely
an ancient lwdholder pussesses the land of his fathers, the
new purchasers being clerks and menial servants who have been
attending on the Afvicans. If the people complained, the Africans
wonld sy, that atthough onr own Government did not act thus,
they possessed the right to do so, and that they, having succeeded
to the government, acquired that right which they choose to
exercise,

‘They then take every opportunity to acquire more territory,
much in the same way that they acquired the first portion, till at
last they get possession of the whole of the British isles ; treat the
people as ubove mentioned ; and giving the king a pension, shut
him ap In Windsor Castle,

If the king and other pensioners urged, that they had lost
their influence with, and respectability in the eyes of the people,
and that having nothing to occupy their attention, they were
in danger of degencrating, which would be insured by their not
having enough 1o support their families, they are told that they
are much better off than before, that their dignity and that of
their families is now secured, by their being eertain to receive their
pensions regularly under the stability of the African government;
whereas, fornerly they had muel trouble in realizing their
incomes, and were obliged to have recourse to much bribery to
sccure a sullicient number of votes in the Commons.

On the fivst acquisition of the southern provinces of England,
the Adricans ailowed the customs of the country (not laws exactly,
for, being ignorant of them, they disregard them,) to remain, and
from time to time introduced regulations of their own, forming a
code.  On successively gaining possession of the Northern pro-
vinees,—Scotland, Wales, Ireland, the IIebrides, Shetland and
the Orkney Islands,—that code of regulations is put in force all
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over the country, without any inguiry or consideration haw dif-

ferent the people of the several countries were from cach other
in manners and customs, and cven language.

At first they leave us our justices of the peace, periodical
courts of justice, and other local anthorities ; but on finding one
or two Instances of those in office turning their power to their
own advantage, the Africans declare that the natives are so
corrut that they are not fit to be trusted ; and that some provi-
sion must be made by appointing African judges and magistrates,
who would properly administer justice. T'hey accordingly abolish
forthwith every local anthority, and establish, on an average, one
court for cach eounty; in which one person, with one or two
assistants, and sometimes without any at all, is sole judge and
magistrate. 1o assist him in the details of his office, some of the
natives are employed ; but the salaries ave fixed at so low a scale

Under

the magistrates, upper-constables, with a proportion of inferior

that none but the lower classes will aceept the offices.

ones under them, are disiributed over cach district; their pay
and the sort of people chosen, being as above-mentioned; and
these men are intrusted with, on the whole, directly and indirectly,
greater power thau the former magistrates possessed,

These courts would be bad enongh under any eircnmstances,
mare especially if the Africans should ehoose to order the business
to be conducted in Norman French; but under cach, the extent
of commtry is such, that the people would have to go, on an
average, twenty 1uiles to settle the most trivial matter,—sometimes
more than an hundred®. The delay is so great, that a petty
complaint before the wmagistrate, or petty theft case, is often a
Tortnight or three weeks before it is decided ; and small money
causes of a few pounds value, are often pending a year or more,
before the first decision,—to say nothing of the subsequent delays
by appeals,

* The Indian distriets would proba-
bly Le tound, on an average, larger than
wost English eounties.  Some parts of
the Jungle Muhals are more than
eighty, some of the Ramghur mere
than enc hundred, and some of the
Moradaban districts were, till lately,

more than one hundred miles respec-
tively from the ecivik station, Cawn-
pore and Allababad are one hnndred
and twenty miles frem each other,
with, il lately, no station between,
Many others mught be menticned.
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1 have said hefore. that of our laws the Africans know little
or nothing . to which it may be added, that theiv regulations,
although rather voluminons, leave many points, of considerable
importaee to us, wholly unprovided for.  In these cases, we are
often feft to the merey of young men of two or three and twenty,
who lave had litdle or no experience; and the hardship is the
greater, hecause the ideas of the Africansare in many points very
different to onrs. One of them will, perheps, faney that the
custonts of the uatives are to be supported, and decides a case
accordingly.  Another succceds himy and conceiving lis own
notions w be superior to the opinions of the natives, decides just
the contrary,

TFor instance, in our business of apprenticeships, an idle appren-
tice leaves his master, who complains to the wagistrate; the
tatter, finding the customs of the natives warrant such a decision,
punishes the apprentice, and obliges him to return to his master,
and resume his work.,  The same thing happens in the neigh-
bouring distriet; but the magistrate theve, taking a different
view of the matter, exclaims, < What! must the boy be obliged
to learn a trade whether he likes it or not ? be forced to work
seven years for his master without wages; and not enly that, but
to pay money to his master for Leing allowed 1o do so*# pre-
posterous I and instantly discharges the boy, telling him he may
do as he pleases, and perhaps fines the master.

Suppose the Africans behaved to ws in a haughty supercilious
manner, and treated us with slights, and even insults, to such a
degree that it had aliost become a saying with us, that < to
have any transaction with an African is to be insulted ;™ that the
greater number of them were in the habit of abusing their
servants, or cven Deating them, for the most trivial fault,—often
for no other reason than their not understanding a jargon of broken
Tinglish; that they negleet to learn our language, contenting
themsetves, in the first instanee, with having one or two of the

* The proceedings of many English *a vegulation, deciding once far all,
magistrates are, in regard o slavery | whether slavery in India is to exist or
cases, e[ual in absurdity and injustice | not, would e 1 boon to the peeple, by

to this : this Is not intended to defend evabling them to know how theyv were
the practice of possessing slaves,—lut | to act.
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worst of the natives about thent, who interpret for them, and
afterwards with merely Tearning a low jargon.

Suppose also many of thew should be in the habit of taking
servants without any previous inquiry as to character; and were
accidentally to engage, without being aware of it, thieves and
women of bad character; and when told of it, to say, they con-
sidered all the natives as sueh rascals, that one was as good as the
other.

Suppose that we had generally sone feelings of religion s that
the Africans did not, by their behaviour, appear to have any at
all; and that many of them were in the practice of deviding our
ccremonies, walking into our churches with their hats on, and
doing other little acts anneying to our feelings.

Suppose, in fine, that after the above treatwent of us by both
Government and individuals, when they were told that the Inglish
were discontented with their government, semne of the Africans
denied that it were possible: others asserted, that it was a proof
of the hadness of our disposition, that we ought to be grateful to
them, that we had been constantly fiehting either with our neigh-
bours or among ourselves in consequence of rebellions®, and that
we ought to be thankful that we had at last got a stable govern-
ment under which justice was secure, &c. &e.

Those of the above suppositions relating to government are
sufficiently borne out by DMill and other historians, whaose facts
have not yet been digproved, and by the different Reports of the
Committees of the House of Commons; and those regarding
individuals will be found teo true Dy people who observe and
judge for themselves. Under these circumstances, shouid we like
the government of the Afrieans? And s it surprising that our
rule is not popular among the watives, as we are desirous to
have it supposed to be?

February 14, 1832,

* Our kistory np to seventy or eighty years Lack is not mueh else.
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BEUWAVIOUH OF 'THE ENGLISID TOWARDS TIE NATIVES,

Pk exists g penad ko, deeply weitten in the minds of the whaole white
population, whicl subjects their coloured fellow-citizens to unconditional cou-
tnmelv, and never-eeushie insult. No respectahility, however unquestionable,
no preperty, however lavge, no charactery however unblemished, will guin a
man, whese hody s (i American estimation) cursed with even a twenticth
portion ot the Bloud of bis Afvrican ancestry, admission into society ! They are
consiilered as mere pariak, as onteasts and vagrants on the face of the earth!
I make o refleciion on these things, bat leave the facts for your conside-
ration."— Fearen's Letters on cAdmevica, po 1080 Fe-Quarterly Review, po 130,
Nog 41, My, 010,

Tur above guotation is so nearly applicable, that I cannot help
mmtroducing it as a commencement to this subject; ane in this
paper I shall cuter a little into detail on one of the reasons why
the Finglish are not so popular among the natives as is generally
imagincd.

The Laughty superciliousbess, arrogance, and even insolence
of behavionr, which the generality of the English#* think it
necessary to adopt towards the natives, by way of keeping up
their own dignity, is extremely great.  This conduct appears to
e rather on the increase, but to such a pitch has it already been
carried, that the fecling among most of the natives is rather to
avord than court intercourse with the Iinglish; as Ly even pay-
ing a visit to an Lnglish gentleman, the former are more likely
to be treated with slight and neglect, than to meet with civility.

It is not at all nucommon in socicty to hear a young man,
who has been only a year or two in India, who is totally igno-
rant of the native character, or even language, beyond a little
Anglo-Hhndou-tanee jargon, say, that he © hates the natives; "
and insist that they have not a single good quality, but almost
every bad one; that he considers them as a degraded race; and
much more to the zame purpuse. I have even heard more than

® 1 chiefly allude te the civil and military ofiicers,
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one say, that < he liked to heat a black fellow ™ Tun Tngland,
such language as this, in regard to the inhabitants of any
country, particularly if the speaker were a young mun, unae-
quainted with the language and eustoms of that country, would
procure for hint the reputation of an illiberal blockliead, or per-
haps worse. Bt so far from this being the case in India, a man
who speaks in this way of the natives, often has the greater part
of the socicty i his favour, and hears himself supported by
sundry observations corvoborating what he says.  While a person
who does know something of them, and consequently does not see
so very great a difference betwedn them and himsclf, (vide Sir
John Malcolm,) can only venture to say a word in their favour,
with the almost certainty of heing ill spoken of by the majority
of his countrymen.  Oune of the expressions very commonly vsed,
and meant as one of dissatisfuetion, 1s, < Oh, he is fond of
the natives !™  One would suppose the prineiple adopted was, to
treat the people as a degraded, infevior race.  'This feeling at
least shows itself daily, and pervades, more or less, every thought
and action. Tew Englishmen return the salute of a native; they
can hardly bring themselves to speak to them civilly.  The
slightest fault of a servant is visited, if nof, as is frequently the
case, with blows, with thc most gross abuse; forgetting how
degrading this conduct is to the person making usc of such lan-
guage. The language of Billingsgate is in Hourly use towards
servants in the situation of butlers, footmen, and even clerks;
and very eften for no fault bevond not understanding what their
master said, who probably spoke unintelligibly.  Servants are
frequently beaten and turued away without paying their wages,
for the same veasun, the fault alleged being insolence; this being
the usual reason assigned, when an Eoglishiman loses his temper
and ill-treats his servants without cause.

Should a native of rank come to pay an Englishman a visit,
on his being announced, the answer often is (in English), <1
the Dlack fellow ;™ then (in Hindoostance), to his servant, ¢« Tell
him I have not time to see him.”  Should he be admitted, he is

received with a negligent return of his salute, often without any
at all; a chair is handed to him, and perhaps a word or two Is
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addressed to him in bad Hindoostanee. without those civilities of
speceh wlich are nsial nong men of rauk; such as addressing
him * taom ™ instead of = ap.” which is mueh the sume as if' one
English gentleman were to address another, < You fellow.” And
thi=. perhaps, onty it the Faglishman is by himself. Should he
have one oF more fricnds sitting with him, they usually continue
their own conversation in Fnglish, and scarcely take any notice
of the native.  Rhould one of the company observe that as he
had been admicted, it would hut be eivil to talk to hin, the answer
often iz, Ol d—— the black fellow, T wish he would not come
plaguing me: T do not want to see him: hesides, I do not know
what to say to him: these fellows have never anything to talk
about.”  Yet the native whe is thus spoken of, 1s perhaps a
prinee, and the descendant of princes; one who is well conversant
with the history of India, or, perhaps, for I have known such
instances, one who would patt to zhame most Inglishmen by his
knowledge of cur own British Indian laws and institutionss and
from whom muoch information might be gained on points con-
nected with the government of this country.  While probably
the Englishman, who thus speaks of him, may be one whose chief
conversation is about horses and dogs, scandal, or battalion duty,
or promotion, should he be in the army ; or consists of anecdotes
of his oflice, should he be a ¢ivilian.

VWhat renders this sort of behaviour the more reprehensible is,
that it is sometimes accompanicd with a meanness highly degrad-
ing. Sir John Maleoln’s ancedote of the PPersian, who thought he
could gain the good-will of the English cuvoy by a present of
wine, and a pretty woman, is often langhed at by us as a good
Jjoke; but it is probable that the Persian might, in the eourse of
his experience, have scen and heard enough to afford him some
grounds for his idea. It is by no wmeans uncommon for an
Tnglishiman, when on a shooting excursion, to eall on a native,
near whose residence he may be passing, and pay him great atten-
tion—to horrow an elephant ; although he had no previous ac-
quaintance with him.  Afterwards on the native’s coming to that
person’s station, and sending his compliments to say, that, if con-

venient, he wishes to pay lis respects to him, the treatment he
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expericnees is too often that which T have deseribed. Tt may be
asked, would one English gentleman treat avother in this nucere-
monious and unecivil manper?  U'lien why should we belave to
the natives in a way in which we would not, and it may be added,
dare not, bebave to one another ?

In the present times, when an Xnglishman does treat the natives
with merely common civility, he is looked wpon as a wounder; so
little are they accustomed to such behaviour; and is spoken of
by them with respect for miles beyond his station.

To treat the natives civilly—to speak of, and to them without
abuse—to study their language, manners, and customs—to make
oncself acquainted with their history,—ull these scem, if one may
judge by their conduct, in the estimation of many of the English
in India, to be degrading to their dignity.  Yet, setting aside the
axiom of ¢ the proper study of mankind heing maw,™ it may rea-
sonably be asked, whether the civil and military officers of the
Company might not very rationally spend a small portion of their
idle time, In acquiring a knowledge of the language and customs
of those whase property, and even lives, will sometimes depend
on their knowledge or ignorance on these points, when brought
before them as judges and magistrates?  Or, without such know-
ledge, how is an officer to make his soldiers respect him and exert
themselves in the haonr of tiial ?

Formerly, the English did pay some attention to the natives,
and treat them with some consideration and civility; and in-
stanees inmumerable are on record of the beneficial effects of such
behaviour; while not ene can be adduced of any evil consequence
arising from it.  But since, for many years, the ISnglish have
adopted an opposite wode of conduct, it is no wonder that the
natives regard them with dislike, and that this dislike is on the
increase.

Though babits of disciplive, perhaps, prevent this fecting from
showing itself so much in the army, yet it prevails among the
Indian soldiery fully in as great a degree as among any other
class of natives. It is by no means uncommon for an oflicer to
curse and swear at his men on parade, and use most disgusting
terms of abuse to them, I have heard of a conumanding-oflicer,
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who applied epithets of this deseription to his Tnglish otheers; so
far had the hubit of abusing his native soldiers been strengthened
by custonn, as to overcome his prudence. 'I"his is not the way to
induce the native saldiers to respect their uflicers.

The want of consideration towards the feelings and opinions of
the natives of India is, indeed, very great on the part of the
Lnelish. ¢ Who cares what the natives think #” is a commen
expression. I many instavces this shows itself i a disregard of
their opinions in points whicl are not in themselves of any intrinsic
importance; but which, if we wish to make the people respeet us,
it would be pradent to attend to.

But in many eascs it shows itself in conduct, not only wantonly
insulting, but in the greatest degrec unjust towards them; and
it 1s only surprising how patiently they bear the ill-treatment,
Nothing is more conmmen than for an Englishman to enter a
mosque or ITindoo temple without taking off’ his shoes.  Should
the attendant priestn‘ remonstrate, they are usua]ly abused, often
beaten.  Now, on the point of taking off our shoes, it may be ob-
served, that this, ke any other mode of testifying respect, means
nothing in itsclf heyond the idea that Is attached to it,—it 1s no
wore than taking off owr hats; and if the natives prefer the former,
it would. to say the least, show our good sense and a kind fecling
to humour them, particularly as the I2nglish are so fond of beast-
ing of their liberality and freedom from prejudice.  However
that may be, we have no right to annoy their feelings wantonly :
if we dislike complying with the above custom, we may, at least,
refrain from entering their nosques and temples.  The practice
of Heber, a man in ten thousand, was in strict conformity to these
observations.

In many places a pond or a particular part of a stream is
stocked with fizh, and considered holy by the Bramins, who regu-
larly feed the fish : the English gentlemen who pass these spots
usuatly amuse themselves by angling in them, often abusing or
even beating the Braming, if they remonstrate.  Thus, however
absurd it may be in these people to venerate the fish, not only
violating their religious prejudices, but, to consider it in no other
Jight, invading private property.
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The Lnglisli gentlemen almast universally wake a practice of
treading down the corn, just as it is vipe, in search of quails: and
as they usually take with them a long line of beaters, the damage
done is very great. T have often seen a fictd of gram* in such
a state from the above canse, that the poeor ecultivators were
reduced to pick up the produce from the ground atmost by single
grains.

1 know an Englizh officer who was opee travelling by dik : at
one stage he found no bearers; and while waiting in his palan-
quin, a respectable-looking native came and spoke to him,  The
officer, who did not mnderstand much of Hindoostance, asked if
he liad brought bearers; and reeciving an answer in the negative,
told him harshly to get away and wot plague him, unless he would
bring him bearers, which was all he wanted,  "I'he native looking
excessively surprised, induced the officer to speak more mildly,
and ask what he wanted; when he found that the native had
actually come to ask him into his house, and offer to procure him
some breakfnst, untl the bearers should arrive.  Although the
offieer did not at first understand what the native said, there was
no oceasion (o treat him uneivilly: but he took it for granted that
the «“d black fellow™ was plaguing him for something, and
answered him accordinglv.  This was told me by the officer him-
self, who, to his credit, added how much he was ashamed of hin-
self for Tiis behaviour,

I could relate many ancedotes to the same effect, hut will only
add one more, whieh places the feeling above deseribed in a ludi-
erous point of view. T'wo gentlemen were on a shooting exeursion
in a vocky and wild part of the country, a considerable distance
from any place where English articles could be procured.  One
of them having worn ont or torn all the shoes he had with him,
supplied himself with a couple of pair of vative shoes. A day or
two afterwards, the other’s shoes having also worn out, the former
oftered to fend him a pair, which the latter rejected, saying that
he hated the natives so much, that he should he sorry to do any
thing that they did; and thus continued to hobble on like Peter
Pindar’s pilgrim, galling his feet at every step, for the pleasure of

* Giram, a speeies of vetel with which hovses are chiefly fed in India.
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Jowing his dislike to the natives, by not wearing, for a few days,
a pair ot shoes of the pattern worn by then, to the great amuse-
ment of s fricod.

We hear constaut complaints of the natives heing disobliging,
and of the difliculty an Lnglish traveller has in procuring, when
immediately out of a civil or military seation, a few bearers®, por-
tor~ ateart, & What cean be the reason of this? for it was not
always the case. The natives universally give as a reason, the
fear of being ill-treated, and vot paid for their labour. "There are
all aver the country hundreds, Tanight say thousands, of natives,
whose wle livelihood 1s working, and letting out carts for hire;
some of wham are, perhaps, sitting idle, at the very place where
the English teaveller is, in vain, endeavouring to procure them-
Lt is hardly possible that a reason so generally given should not
have some foundation. 'L'he truth is, that, in very many instances,
the assertion of the people is correct. T am willing to believe that
it is pot often that Lnglish gentlemen refuse to pay men hired for
their work (though this does sometimes happen), but very often
they ave too indolent to take the small trouble it would reyuire
to sce that the men are paid; and by leaving it to their servants,
the latter pocket the money, and drive away the coolees or hearers.
These poor people have no other means of informing the master
of what has happened, than by raising an outery outside the tent:
this, particularty (as is sometimes the case) when it is accompanied
by an exelamation froni the servants, that the mwen want more than
their proper Tive, is usually followed Dy a voice from within the
tent to drive away the raseals who are making sueh a noise. It
would De difficult to persuade the natives that they were treated
in this way without the Englishman's knowledge; and the con-
sequence is, that they avoid having any thing to do with us.
Few Englishmen can ever have ridden into a village without
seeing many of the people run and hide themselves at his ap-
proach 5 or without hearing them, if asked the way to a place,
deny all knowledge of it, under the apprehension of being obliged

* Bearers are a tribe of men whe  Doth will pertorm various other ser-
carry loads suspended to a pole which | viees; but neitlier, generally speaking,

rests ou the shoulders: porters {coo-  will oy a Toad in any other than the
lees) carry the lowls on their heads.  preseribed wanner.

81
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to accompany the Englishman to show the way, without being
paid for their trouble,

Tt is by no memus my intention to assert that all the Tinglish
behave as above described, but it is Lumentably true, that too
many of them do so; and, as too often happens in such eascs, the
bad conduct of some brings diseredit on the whole.  The acts of
Govermuent, even if tliey are unjust, often aflect comparatively
few; but the behaviour of individuals is fele Ly all in their daily
and howrly intercourse with us; and where the conduet is such
as is above described, it galls the feelings of the people almost
beyond description.

In a great measure the blame of all this may be attributed to
Government. At the annual disputations of the college of Fort
William, it was usual for the Governor-Greneral, in his speech to
the young men, to recommend theim to adopt a civil manner of
behaviour towards the natives, to have some consideration for
thelr prejudices, &e.  This was all very proper; but when these
young men came to be employed in Government oflices, and found
that those situations only of which the pay was so small that no
Englishman could live on it were filled by natives, they would
naturally suppose there was some truth in what they had heard
of the incapacity and roguery of the people; and from consider-
ing them as a degraded race, it was but a step to treat them
as such.

Although so much has been done to give sufficient reason for
the natives to dislike the English, it is not yet too late to retrace
our steps.  The present Government has set the example of a
better feeling towards the people than las hitherto existed, at
least as far as professions: if Government will act up to these,
and if individoals will adopt a kind and conciliatory conduet to-
wards the people, we may see the time when they will bless the
day that made them subject to the English rule.

March 8, 1832,

VOL. T. [
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No, IV,
ON PHI FEELINGS OF T NATIVES TOWARDS
Tl ENGLISIL,

Ix the preceding Number, enough was said to indicate what feel-
ings must necessarily be excited in the breasts of the peeple of
India, by the teeatment they veceive from the Lnglish,  The
natural consequence of the haughty, supereilions, and even insult-
ing conduet, which we seem to think it proper to adopt towards
them I way of keeping up oor dignity, is, that they regard us
with disenst and dislike, which, if not checked by a different
behaviour on our part, will soon grow into hatred. T will now
endeavour to enter a little into detail on this subject, and will
not only advert to the reasons why, hut also give proofs that the
feclings of the people towards us ave such as is above deseribed,

The first reason alloded to in the last Number speaks sufii-
ciently for dtself.  Another s, the extreme carclessness of the
English in many points of conduet.  Some of these are, in them-
sclves; unimportunt; Lut, as in the estimation of the natives they
are not 30, whore it can he done without inconvenlence, it would
he wise to pay attention to their upinions.  As the observance or
neglect of these points will have conxiderable effect in causing us
to he respected or otherwise, T will mention a few of these,

Tl practice of emploving men of low caste as servants. They
are often =ent with notes and messages.  Many even employ men
and women of the maifer# caste as cooks and female attendants.

AMany of the Paglish huve a custom of sitting with their legs
upen the table, and that, too, somctimes when the dessert they are
cating after dinner is on the table,—a divty habit certainly, and,
in the ideas of the natives, about as bad as we should think it fo
put o dirty shoes into the dishes out of which we were eating.
It ix particularly mmoving to themy when practised in the presence
of respectable natives, who are attending on husiness that reguires
them to handle papers on the whle.

It is wot unconmon, when vespectable watives ave with us, to

* A tribe who perforn the lowest offices,
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have the tiflin *, of which beef or pork may form a part, hrought
into the room, and perhaps put on the same table about which
they are standing.

The couseguence of our adopting such customs as these (and
many others of the same sort might be mentioned), is, that we are,
in general, considered as a low-caste race. By many, perhaps by
ntost, they ave practised inadvertently; but it would be a very
little inconvenience to refratn from them at such times as might
annoy the natives, and we should gain in their estimation.

But there are other practices which have become common
among the English, which are highly reprehensible. One of these
is the allowing our men-servants to enter the ladies’ bed-rooms,
and even to make the beds. This is so geneval, as certainly to
be the rufe, and the contrary practice the exception. It is diffi-
cult to aceount for the introduction of a custom so tolally at
variance with Lnglish feelings of delicacy, as well as repugnant to
those of this country. Yet T have heard it apologized for by botl
ladies and gentlemen, who observed, that although they should
be shocked at the idea of allowing the same liberty to an English
servant, thiey considercd a native as nobody.

Our disregard of many common forms of civility, making use
of vulgar Hindostance, neglecting to return salutes, and adopting
a supercilious behaviour towards them, has been before touched
upon ; and it is wo wonder that the result of all this is, that we
are regarded by the natives as a Jow people, who are unacquainted
with the propricties of maunner which onght to mark the conduct
of gentlemen.  T'he correctness of this may, perhaps, be doubted.
Many will say that the respectful manncr in which civil and mili-
tary officers are addressed is sufticient to disprove it.  But all
s not gold that glitters.” Teople in authority may expect to
receive profound salaamst and cxternal vespect from those de-
pendent on them here as in other countrics.  The few who have
had sufficient opportunities of looking beyond the suwrface, have
taken advantage of those opportunities, and arc really acquainted

with the toue of feeling among the natives, will know that the

* Tndian name for lunclieon.
+ Saluany, the orientul bow.
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above statement 3s true. [ will even go further, and assert, that
from heing aware that some few individuals, both civil and mili-
tary, are of Jow origin, they are too much inelined to think that
this is the case with the generality of the Foglish.

A further proof on this subject may be drawn from the beha-
viour of the uatives themselves in thelr interconrse with us,

The servants, who now attend us, are generally of a far less
respectable class than formerly.

When we first obtained power in India, the Moosulmans did
not seruple to eat with the English, to accept entertainments
from them, and to give them in return. T once heard Colonel S,
sav, that when he frst began his career this was the case. During
a late visit to England, on mentioning to one or two old Indians,
who had left this country more than thirty years since, that the
Moosulmans uow refused to cat with us, they would hardly
credit it, and asserted that, not only in their time such a thing
wits never heand of, but that very frequently a civil or military
officer, marehing about the country, would receive invitations from
the upper ranks of Moosulmans to put up in their houses instead
of remaining in his tent.  In confirmation of this, I refer to the
Journal of an officer travelling in the Nizam’s country in 1791,
published in the Oriental Collections. At the present day such
invitations are extremcly rare; and, with the exception of the
Nuwab of Lucknow, and one or two half-Anglicized Moosul-
nuws, whose imitation of the Enghizh wmanners consists chiefly in
drinking wine, none of them will cat with the Fnglish.  There
for the Moeosulmans have

must be some reason for this change,
no natural aversion to eating with a Christian, To this day in
Turkey, Persia, and Afghanistan, no such objection exists.

That our servants are generally of a less respectable class than
formerly T will give one or two proofs. Tt was a common and
correct observation, that the Buglish childven spoke better Hin-
dostance than their parents.  'I'he reason was, that the women-
servants in attendance on the English were from decayed Moosul-
man families of the better class. Now there is searcely one of
that deseription to be found in a lady’s service.  Those cmployed

are chielly wives or widows of grooms and other menial servauts,
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many of them of the maiter easte: and it is scarcely possible to
procurc any others.

The peeuliarities of caste cannot well be understood hy strangers
on their first arrival in India; and as many of the Fnglish do not
appear to know more about the inatter after several years® resi-
denee, the illustration may be of some use. Suppose a foreign
family, on their arrival in Eogland, were accidentally to engage
for servants, both men and women of bad character; and that
when thetr error was pointed out to them, they were to say that
they cared not about the matter, provided the servants did their
work ; would they not, by such conduct, forfeit the good opi-
nion of the English gentry, aud find it impossible to get a respect-
able servant, male or female, to enter their scrvice, as long as they
retained those above-mentioned 7 Suppose the French who reside
in England (or the Africans alluded to in a former number), were
generally to act in this way; would not their doing so cause a pre-
Judice against them, as people who had no consideration for good
or bad character 7 Would there not be a general dislike among
scrvants of respectability to enter the service of a IFrenchman?
And would it not be extremely diflicult for an individual French-
man, who saw the impropricty of such conduct, to conquer such
prejudice, and proeure respectable attendants?  The above is no
far-fetched supposition. 1 have repeatedly heard English gentle-
men, who, from their long residence in India, and the situations
they had filled, ought to have known better, on being told of their
having low-caste servants, of which they were ignorant, make use
of the very words of the Frenchman’s supposed answer.

What the feclings of the English would be in such a case, are
those engendered among the natives, by our carelessness as to the
caste of those we employ., Among the mass of the people the
tdea 1s, that the English prefer low-caste servants, as approaching
nearer to their own.  Some few, who have lived for some time at
one place, and evinee some consideration on these points, do sue-
ceed in procuring a Detter class of servants; but the attendants of
the majority of the English are the scum of the country. How
else can we account for the great difference in the character given
of “ the scpoys” and ¢ the natives” by most of the English,
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espretally by the militay ollicers & "The former are vepresented as
pos-essitier almost every virtne: to the katter s aseribed nearly

every bad ity
The fact i<, that the term used, viz.,  the natives,” can only

apply to their own servaois: for they have had nane but mere
ollicial commiunieation with any other elass, excepting the native
troop<, who, by their account. ave all hut perfection.

"Ehe insoletiee of the patives s a commaon theme of comyplaint
at the present dav: and it is true that they do not hehave with as
much respeet ax they did some years back. T owas told by an
Yaoglish merclant, whe resided in the Dooab® before that part
ot the comitry was subjoct to the British government, that when
he tirst went there, hardly any native would pass an English gen-
tlemian without saluting him; and that the most respectable of
them would stop their conveyauees, and often alight as he passed
them on the voad. "Phe case Is now so ditferent, that few English-
men receive any ontward marks of respeet, and these chiefly from
their dependents. The truth 1y, that the people were so disgusted
hy our ungentlenanlike condnet in neglecting to return their civie
Lities, that they have almost ceased to show vs any. When they
do meet with a person who knows what is vight in this particular,
and find their civility retwrned (which they now hardly expect),
they seem quite surprised s and T have scen them lock at cach
other guite pleased, and with a countenance expressive of, « this
is a gentleman, he knows how to hehave,” and have heard them
say so, and cenceive a prejudice in favour of the individual,

T will mention one anecdate to show what ideas the people must
entertain of the Fnglish; and <hall prenvise once for ally that by
the term “ matives™ or # the people of Indin,” T do not mean a
fow servants taken from the worst part of them, but the hetter
sort—the merchants, farmers, and peasantry, with whom T have
been Lrought into contact; not forgetting the small remnat of
the old native gentry which still exists, and with a few of whom
I am acquninted.  The story is literally true, without any exag-
geration.

* The truet of country between the Ganges and Junna. The English
oblained pus%u.—f.“iull of it partly e L&92, wwld partly in 1895,
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T was once in oa shop in the city of Agra; the bazar, whicl
was narvow, was crowded s an officer (whom T do not know) was
viding slowly throngh, the people making way for him as he
passe. A blind man was in the voad, not knowing which way
to go, and the officor stoppedd his horse, ealled to a bystander to
lead the blind man axide, and then rode en. The people broke
out into exclamations of « AWell done! what a kind act! most
Tnglish gentlemen would have struck him for heing in the way."—
What must be theiv opinions of the English when so stmple an
act of humanity could cause such a sensation ! and is it possible
that such ideas should exist altogether without cause ?

Another reason I would siate for the low estimation in which
the vatives hold us, is omr great Yaxity in matters of religion,
For many vears after the IBnglish obtained footing in India, they
behaved as if they had none at all. which the mass of the people
really thought 3 and, although maiters have ately much improved
in this vespeet, we have not vet done enough to eradicate the bad
impressions caused by our former conduet. The people of India
have strong veligious feelings, and proportionate contempt for
those who have not. It s not neeessary (us some hy their conduct
secm to have Imagined) to aftect the adoption of any Hindoo or
Moosulman tenets ;—an attention to their own forms of veligion
will go far towards obtaining for any class the respeet of the
Indians.

I kind feelings towards them are not a sufficient inducement
to us te endeavour to gain their goud-will, political considerations
ought to e, 3lost Tinglishmen scem not only to set their opi-
nions ut nought, but almost to consider them incapable of forming
any.  Never was there o more mistaken idea, or a stronger proof
of the little acquaiutance of the native character possessed by the
majority of us Thev have much moere intelligence than is gene-

rally supposed, and are very gead Judses of chovacter. T never

¥
i
found a gentlemanlike man, or a ladylike woman, who was not
well spoken of by them as suel.

It ought to be the object, not ouly of every Govermment
servant, but of cvery linglishman in India, to strengthen the
stability of our vule; for drcadful indeed would be the state of
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the conntry. were the British anthority suddenly to be with-
drawn,  Chis will not he effeeted by a behaviowr which must
natwrally vender us unpopular. Notwithstanding the charge of
ingratitude =0 constantly brought against them, there are few
peopte wha feel kindness and eivility more than the natives of
India. A mude of conduct in which these are evinced, will
speedily gain their good-will and respecet, and this will be one of
the best foundations for the continuance of our authority.

Tt is probable that the prejudices of the mass of the English
will make them consider this paper as not very palatable, and
perhaps question its correctness 3 particulayly as it contains stafe-
nents and facts so mortifying to their vanity: but I also believe
that there are many who err in the way treated of ¥, more
from inadvertence than design; and who have sufficient good
seise and fecling to alter their conduet when they are aware of
its impropriety. It is among these that I have any hopes of
doing goud ; but the influence of their example will extend over
a much wider range.

Some may, perhaps, imagine that I am ranning inte the
extreme of entertaining too high an opinion of the natives, and
100 low a one of the Finglish. T shall merely observe at present,
that T by no means think the former immaculate, and may at a
future time make some remarks on their faults and failings, as
well as good qualities.

Aprid 10, 1832,

* Some young men, who do not
appear to be unkindly disposed, seem

intrinsic difference can there e be-
tween putting the hand to the fure-
to Lave gotan absurd netien, that in | lead, or touching one's hat ¢ If, liow-
our sitgation #s governors, it is impro- | ever, they prefer the latter mode, they
per to (what they call) make a salaam | will find the natives sufficiently free
fo a native in return for his.  What 1 from prejudice to be satisfied with it.
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No. V.

ON TIIE USE OF TIIE IHNDOSTANTEE LANGUAGE.

It would naturally be supposed that when a number of indivi.
duals of one nation were placed in anthority over another, as
judges, magistrates, military officers, and in other capacities, it
would be expedient that they should be able to communicate
freely with those over whow they were appointed to preside. The
propriety of the rulers of a country being competent to transact
business themselves; to hear cases personally, to be better able
to judge of the cvidence of a witness ; and, in short, to be acces-
sible to the people, would appear to be sulficiently obvious.  Yet
in India, it is surprising to find that this is not at all considered
neeessary.  T'he majority of the ¢ivil and military servants are
here satisfied with employing an interpreter, or speaking an infe-
rior dialect, with which they, in some degree, contrive to make the
people understand their meaning.

One great weans of gaining the respect of the natives is to
speak their language with propriety, that is, without vulgarisms,
and in the tone and idiom wsed by their own gentry. But we
think diffevently, or rather it is the fashion te held them in such
contempt, that few will atlow the natives to have the capacity
even to form an opinien on anything beyond their daily wants,
and still fewer will allow their opinions to have any influence on
their own conduct. ¢ What can a native know or think on the
subject 7™ or some speech to the same effect, is the mode in which
the question is commonly settled ; often followed by an assertion,
that the speaker knows ¢ quite cnough for any common purpose,
and quite as much as he wishes to know.” It is also the fa-
shion (chiefly among military men) to ridicule Gilchrist, the
civilians, and the interpreters of corps, as to their pretensions to
a better knowledge of Hindostance, It is asserted that many of
them can hardly make a common native understand them: in.
stances are quoted, and very pretty stories told, which, of course,
are eagerly swallowed by.the idle and the ignorant,  Gilchrist inay,
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perhaps lase plosed Tis enthisizan Do the Lesanare oo betray
Bine oveasiomally inio shaundiiess el boere and there 1t may
Barppen that o vemng il feeslt from cellege, e an interpreter
vho las just passd Dis esaminaiion, may be sowething of a
pedamts v thet o who I stucdied. and has passed his
esamdration foon lenenage, should know more abont it than one
wio cannot stand the test, s aselTevident proposition that it wonld
be a waste of e to prove,  Certain feelings of envy are at the
hottom of this vidicule. combined with a sense of inferfority, which
all the aboy e awortions eannat disguise. There 1s Little or no Jimit
to the absurdities jnto which a man may be carried Ly a conseions-
ne=s of dgneranee which he is anxious to conceal, perhaps from
Limselt, e mav asseet that he ecan make himself vnderstood: very
possibly = as for example, < Will vou dome the favour to lend me
that ook *™ » You nuke lend dat book me.”  Erther of these
expressions would cortainly he understond by any Eaglishman;
Lt what should we think of a forcigner in the rank of a gentle-
nrmn, who spoke in the latter style, after having spent several
vears i Fnglnd? Toes not the imperfect 2inglish of @ I'rencliman
or an Ttalian in Fogland, tmmediately convey to our minds an
tdea of Inferionity, and a disposition to ridienle 7 What is more
common than to sce representations on the stage, in wlhich
forcigners are made ridiculous, chiefly by thelr broken Iinglish.
Ttinay be hinagined that the natives of this country have no per-
ceptions akin to theses; but those who ave hest acquainted with
them are aware that their sense of ridicale is peculiarly keen, and
that thongh their extreme commmand of countenanee (to say
nothing of their natural politeness in maiters of this sort) enables
them to preserve their gravity n our presence, thev do not spare
sarcasim or irony wlien the restraint is remaved,  "That acnte and
aceurate observer of men and mamners, Bishop Heber, whose gifted
eve saw deeper in his short survey of the country than many who
have spent their lives in it, has remariked on this feature of the
native character with his usual penetration.

Many will he surprised to hear the real opinion of the natives
on this subject.  Whey attribute all inabilicy to speak the Hin-
dostance langnage with prepriety, cither to indifference er inca-
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pacity. Tt every instance they say, ¢ Fither this man is so
indifforent to owr wellare that he deemws it homaterial whether
Justice be properly administered or vot, and will not therefore
take the trouble to learn our language, or his abilities are insaffi-
cient to cnable him to acquire it.”  (And it may be observed, as
a proof of the truth of this opinion, that it would be difficult for
a man to give any other reason for his ignarance of the language
of thase over whom he presides,—of conrse, supposing him to have
heew some time In Iadin  With such Impressions, how is it
possible, that the natives can respeet those in authority over them
who are in this predicament ¥ On the other hand, their upinion
of a man who speaks Hindostance well is propertionably high :
nor is this confined to the upper classes: the lower are quite
shrewd cnough to view the case in the same FHght. Such instances
as the following may he considered exaggerated s hut Thave posi-
tively often witnessed them. "Two or three Fnglishmen are ont
hunting or shooting; one of them who speaks broken Hindostance,
asks a peasunt some questions relative to the sport: the native
answers him in a carcless way, perhaps withont stopping his
work; and sometimes without even looking wp from it, after
the first glance; omitting, at the same time, the respectful terins
of speech,  Should another of the party, who can speak in a gen-
tlemanlike manner, address the peasant, fiv an instant the latter
will vise up, or stop his work, make a salaani, and rveply in the
most respectful language.  Were the native asked by any one to
whom he could speak freely, why he made such a difference in
addressing the two gentlemen, his answer would be something to
the following effect 1 ¢ "I'wo gentlemen! Do you call the first o
gentlewan ; if so, why did he not speak like one? The second
evidently was so, by his language, and I answered him as such#®.”
Is there anything extraordinary in this?  Is it not very similar
to our own feelings?  In proportion to our tendeney to ridicule
forcigners who speak Droken Ilnglizh, is not our adwiration and
respect for those among them who are well acquainted with our
Ianguage? Do they not immediately rise in our estimation ? and

* Heve is one clue to the complaints so often made Ly the English of the
disrespectiul conduct of the natives.
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i< not he common remark, < This is a very intelligent man,——
a man of edueation 2 Te really speaks Vnglish almost as well as
wado” Ldeas ave much the same in all countries on this point,
though most nations, except the Eaglish, are too polite to express
themt i the presenee of foreigners.  Captain Basil Hall has
alluded to the subject 1o his last work, (see Fragments of Toy-
ages apd Trovels, &) In Ireland, & man possessing cormnon
tact who wouhl learn the Erse language, might gain an un-
Botnded influenee over the people. T have heard from more
than one traveller who has visited Turkey, that the insulting
treatmient so often charged upon the Turks, is enly experienced
in the eapital or other mereantile towns, where the influx of
Lurepeans of all deseriptions, good and bad, is considerable; and
that if any foreigner would make himself acquainted with the
Turkish langnage, he might travel safely over most parts of the
country, secure of good treatinent and hospitality from all the
chiefs and landed proprietors. It is, in fact, felt by every nation
as a compliment paid to themsetves when they meet with a
foreigner who is conversant with their language.

It may probably be thought that I have dwelt too largely
upon this point; that I lave magnified its consequence, and
exaggerated facts in illustration of the general ignorance of it in
this country : my object has heen to endeavour to call the atten-
tion of those in authority to a closer view and a deeper inquiry
into the subject, the importance of which no one will deny; and
I have heen thus diffuse, in crder to meet and anticipate counter
assertions and aceusations; but let the experiment be made, and
let facts speak for themselves.  Let any young civilian, just out
of college, or perhaps, in some instances, from one to three years
afterwards, be requested to converse with a native of the upper
classes, cither Tlindoo or Aoosulman, He will find the latter
searcely able to understand him (a mode of proof easily attained};
and as to the army, can it be denied that although officers are
sent out on command, and daily placed in situations of difficult
and responsible trust; yet that, to the present moment, with the
exception of the Interpreters, Government have adopted no mode
of ascertaining their fitness for such appointiments, not even in
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the case of adjutants. Tt is only within a very short period that
the interpreters bave been sulject to an examination ; yet, not-
withstanding the certainty of obtaining that appointiment® being
held out as an inducement to acquire it, snch is the scanty know-
ledge of Ilindostanec among the military officers, that at this
mament there ave no less than nine regiments in which not a
single subaltern is {it for the office.  (Sec the Army List; and if
the general orders of the last three years were examined, pro-
bably full thirty regiments would be found to have been, at
different times in that period, marked witly the same stigma.)
There has heen lately some discussion on the propriety of
introducing the Inglisht as the language of the courts of justice;
a meastire by uo means to be desived, and the impolicy of which
a very little consideration would be sullicient to prove.  The
great objection to the use of the Persian Language is, that the
mass of the people are unable to understand the proceedings of
the eourts, and arc ohliged to employ agents to transact the
smallest busipess. This objection applies equally to the English
language. How stands the case 7 "F'he governors of this country
amount to some hundreds, all, more or less, men of education
the governed are in the proportion of millions to hundreds; the
majority poor and illiterate, and possessing neither leisure nor
ability to acquive a foreign language. Yet, instead of obliging
the few to learn the language of the many, it has been seriously
proposed to attempt the contrary practice ; I say attempt, be-
cause success in such an undertaking is out of the question; all
history bears testimony to this; and indeed the idea is un worthy
of a civilized people. Never had such an attempt a greater
prospect of succeeding, than in the Norman conquest of England,
where probably, first and last, the invaders equalled in numbers
the conquered nation who survived the wars and tyramy to
which they were subjcet, and where the connexion was preserved
by the kings retaining their continental possessions; yet, after
persisting for about two centuries, the project was found im-
practicable; was abandoned, and the language of the country

* Which yives a consideralile increase of pay.



30 SONOTER ON INDIAN AVEATRS,

adopted 3 changed cortainly by the introduction of many foreign
words, but ~till, in it struetire, essentially Saxon, The same
has taken plice in India. The Hindostanee has trinmphed

wver the Persian. amd vetadns the old Ilindee  construction,
although it has borrowed nuny words fram the conguerors ; their
deseendants have been obliged to adopt it as their current lan-
guage: ad Perstan s now as much a forcign tongite to them as
French is to the Foglish,  What an extraordinary anomaly it
i~ that the English, instead of adopting the language of the
country. shonld Tave chosen to condoet thelr official business in
one of which both the governors and the governed are equally
1gnorant.

The substitution of Tlnglish for Tersiun would certainly have
this advantage, that one party at least, the governors, would
understand  thete own proceedings, whereas at present®  their
knowledge of Tersian s by no means sufficient to be a check on
the conduct of the police and conrt oficers.  But with regard fo
the other party, the introduction of English would in no degree
improve their chance of obtaining justice.  The great objection
to the measure is, that it would tend to destroy the wedium of
comuunication hetween the Tinglish and the natives which at
present exists. Were Tinglish declared to be the official lan-
guage, all those natives who are now indueed iy the prospect of
ciployment to study Persian, would, of course, learn English in
preference. Ta o short time, the elass of natives from whom our
servants ave taken, would have acquired a smattering of linglish;
and here the mischicf would begin,  The eivil and military
servants, being all Eurapeans, land in the country ignorant of the

languagest, At present but few of the native servants in Cal-

* Wlhatever may be theught, in- order the experiment to he nuele,

quiry woubl prove tiat tie knowledge
of Persiun ainnng the civilians ts very
linited. By dine of practice, they
Tearn to mnderstand the papers read to
them, lut there are prolably not thivty
who could yead off bawd, and frans-
Yate, without mistalees, a police roport
and not ten wh could quickiv write,
Without ervors, e urders regadeed in
auswer 1o it, it Government would

the trurh of this statement woulid Le
apparent,

+ The vers slight knowledge of 1he
languages aeruired at Haileylbury and
Addiscombe is scarcely worthy of con-
sideration. At the former place it is,

corat least was, the fashion to neglect
the Tindostanee, and 1o study in pre-
ferenee the  Persian, Dueugalee, awl
jeven Susert,
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entta speak English, and there is a rejudice against employing
them, not altogether wulonnded ; for the greater part of them
are men who have not been i respectable services, but have lived
about what are called “ punch-lonses™ (7L e, low public houses),
amld i attendance on people who only remain for short periods iu
India.  Out of Cualeutta, with the exeeption of King’s oflficers’
servants (who generally remain about the same vegiments),
seareely any of the vatives can cither speak or understand Engtish.
Necessity, therefore, obliges us to learn something of Hindo-
stanee : but were this necessity removed, avd were the young
men, o their arrival from Iingland, to find servants speaking
English, of a different cass from the above, convenience, In the
first instance, would induce thom to curploy  thom, and the
chanees are, that having become accustomed to their attendance,
they would afterwards be unwilling to change.  Then, indeod,
would the evil consequences of the proposed plan become appa-
rent.  Negleet of the Iindostanee wounld be the natural result;
we should be content with allowing our attendants to act us
interpreters, and in the end should find vurselves almost entively
excluded from comuumication with the great body of the people.
Uunder sach a system, what their prospect would be of obtaining
attention to their complaints, or redress for their wrongs, is sufli-
ciently evident.

This might not be wnniversally the case.  Doubtless there
weuld be some, whom a sense of duty towards those over whom
they were placed, and a Iaudable desire to emancipate themselves
from the sitnations of puppets in the hands of their dependents,
would induce to acquive a knowledge of the language of the
country.  But these would certainly be few, It dees uot require
much acquaintance with humau nature to perceive that, gencrally
speaking, necessity alone will induce men to undergo the fatigue
of study; and, with regard to the particular subject wnder con-
sideration, we may note what is veally the fact respecting certain
classes in India.

We need not go far for cxamples, The officers of his
Majesty’s service furnish an instance at once.  Looking upon
their sojourn in this country as temporary, they do not think it
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worth while o study the language; they employ servants who
can speak Fnglish, and most of them return home with as little
knowledge of Indin as if they had never lLeen conmected with it.
Yet, to say nothing of the want of proper curiosity which this
canduet evinees, when we consider that the residence of the King's
officers here usually extends to ten, twenty, or thirty years; and
that in a campaign they must often be employed on piguets and
vutposts, where it 1s of great Importance to collect from the
country prople some information relative to the motions of an
vnemy, we might almost say that to aequire some coloquial
knowledge of Hindostance was a part of their duty. At
Madras the Company’s officers are equally ignorant.  Many
know nothing of the country languages, and very few can speak
anything better than a vulgar pdfois, worse than the worst that
1s spuken in Bengal,  In support of this assertion, the authority
of Sir Thomas Munro may be guoted :

¢ It 15 well known,” he observes, « however, that though many
officers of the army are sufficiently acquainted with Hindostanee
for careying on their ordinary duoties, very few of them have such
a knowledge of it as wounld cnable them to interpret to a court-
martial, and it would therefore at most stations be difficult, if not
impossible, to find a committee capable of deciding whether an
officer was suflictently versed in Hindostance to be eligible to
the office of interpreter. 'The knowledge which many of our
native troops have of English, and Hindestance not heing the
prevailing language of the peninsula, are perhaps the chicf causes
of the inferiority* of the Madras officers, generally, to those of
Bengal, in the knowledge of Hindostanee: but, whatever may
be the causes, the fact s certain.”

Here is a tolerable picture of what the effects of the proposed
plan would be. The causes are the same in both instances;
those above mentioned, of having intercourse with those natives

* In the edition of Sir Thomas the press, which I have rectified. See

Munre's works from which the above | Minute on the Study of the Native
quotation is made, the ward “superi- | Languages, Nov, 7, 1423, vol. ii. p. 362,
ority " is used, but from the seuse of | —The Life of Sir Thomas Munre, K.,
the passage it is evidently an error of | 2 vuls, #vo. 1630,
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only who can speak BEnglish, and dislike to the trouble of study.
Of course T do net mean to assert that this ignorance and indo-
lence are universal.  There are, no doubt, sone individuals, both
in the King’s aud Company’s Madras service, who have had the
good scnse to pursue a different course.  These, however, are
few; and their example does not affect the truth of the statement
as to the majority. Tt may be observed, that the Madras civilians
are as good linguists as those of Bengal, because they are obliged
to pass an exanination.

Buat I must be allowed to say a few words on the subject of
interpreters, and a proposed test for all officers. T allude to the
first paragraph of the guotation from Sir Thomas Munro, and,
however sorry to differ from such high authority, I cannot help
expressing an opinion, that no officer is properly qualified for any
military conmmand whatever in the native army who could not per-
form the dutics of an interpreter to a court-martial. T do not
mean that every officer should be obliged to pass the examination
now preseribed for interpreters, for much more is demanded than
Is necessary. In this instance, as in many others, Government
have run from one extrewe to the other: formerly officers were
appointed to this situation from mere interest, and I could men-
tion an instance of the interpretership of a corps being given to a
man who had not been a year in India, and was quite ignorant of
Hindostanee, although there were two or three very goad linguists
among the older subalterns. The impolicy and injustice of this
state of things becoming apparent, an vrder was then issued, that,
to obtain an interpretership, an officer must not only possess a
competent knowledge of Hindostanee, but of Persian also. It
would be difficult to decide what should be considered ¢ a com-
Petent knowledge™ of Persian, where the individual acquiring it
was to communicate with men totally ignorant of that language.
Fortunately the examining officers have hitherto been satisfied
with as litle as could be construed to be within the letter of the
law ; but the absurdity of the order is not the less, and has, no
doubt, deterred many young oflicers from qualifying themselves
for the office. What ix the duty required of an interpreter to a
court-martial ? Simply to understand what five or six people say ;

"O.L. T. D
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of whom one makes a complaing, another his defence, and the rest
are witnesses: and to be able to question them on those points
comected with the case which require fucther elucidation. Fhis
is no more than what every officer in the command of a troop
or contpany lias coustantly to perforni: the cases are, perhaps,
trifling, mm}mred with these brought before a court-martial, but
they way be of considerable importance to the parties concerned :
and it an oflicer be unable to do this, he would certainly not e
compelent to receive long and particular reports, to give compli-
eatedd ovders, and directions with refereuce to certain contingen-
cies, &e., all of which must be constantly necessary in a campaign.
In short, it is not going too far to say, that no officer is qualified
for any military command in the native army of Bengal, who does
1ot possess, at least, a good collogquial knowledge of Hindostanee;
and hie whe has this is ¢uite fit to interpret to a court-martial : in
addition to which, it might be expedient to require some acquaint.
ance with the Nagree character; for, as this nmst be learnt from
books, it would give a man some knowledge of the better sort of
Hindostanee in use among the upper classes, whereas the formet
would be learnt almost entirely from the lower. The latter, how-
ever, is not so absolutely necessary as the former.  Were this to
be done, we should hear no more instances of a Vellore mutiny
remaining undiscovered, because an officer could not understand
the native who attempted to disclose it to Liw,

The inconsistency between the rules and the practice of Go-
vermment on this subject is another point which requives attention.
Civilians are obliged to pass an examination in two languages, of
whicl one must be Persian.  Young men who choose the Bengalee
for the second language, ave often, as soon as they are emancipated
from college, sent to the Upper Provinces, where that language is
useless; while others who have passed in Hindostanee are as
frequently employed in Bengal. To be appointed tnterpreters,
officers must pass an examination, and it has been proposed to
make the knowledge of Tlindostance a necessary qualification for
any military staft’ appointment.  Yet military officers, often very
young men, are daily placed in political and civil situations, the
former of which tmpose upon them duties of great ditliculty and
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delicacy, and the latter the excreise of the functions of judges,
magistrates, and collectors of the revenue, without heing subject
to any test velative to their acquaintance with the languages of
the courts and country.

Let us now cxamine the reasons why Persian was adopted as
the Janguage of the courts, and why it should not be abolished,
and Iindostance substituted for it.  On the first point, the chicf,
and indeed only reason, scems to he, that we found it in established
use an our acquisition of territory. If this be considered sufii-
cient, no more need be said, for custom would sanction any evil
that had at any time existed. There are but three reasons usually
given for retaining it that I have been able to collect.  1st, That
it is a more comprehensive and fixed language than the Hindo-
stanee ; 2d, That it is wmore quickly written; and, lastly, That
the natives would not like the change.

The truth of the first reason way be questioned, but, let it be
granted {or argument’s sake: in our courts of justice, nothing is
written in Persian which has not been previously expressed in
Hindostanec : of what use, then, is the superiority of the former
language? The second reason would be of equal force velative
to the introduction of the Persian language into the supreme
court in Calentta; for, as to its being quickly written, it is supe-
rior to the English, and would not be more foreign to the judges
and suitors in that court than it is to the civilian and people of
Hindoestanee.  And, with regard to the last reason, we must first
understand what is meant by the term ¢ the natives” In this
case, it represents some one, two, or three native oflicers in cach
court, who have the ear of the civil functionary, and whose opi-
nion being asked and received, stands for ¢ the result of inquiries
among the people.” It is probable enough that the whole of the
natives employed in our courts would be against the proposed
change, for this reason, that they must either lose their situations,
or take the trouble to learn a new mode of doing business; and
many of the eivil officers would most likely give their vote against
it from the same cause.

But to the people at large, the advantage of substituting the
Hindostanee for Persian in our courts of justice would be im-

D2
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mense. Not anly wonld tie whole proceedings of the courts he
within their comprehension ; but the prospect of obtaining situa-
tons conneeted with them wnd  the police, would be open to
hundreds, nav, wusands, who are now excluded : nor would the
governors fuil to henefit by the change. By having to aequire
only eme laneuage instead of two or three, they would find them-
selves mueh more competent to maintain free intercourse with the
natives than at present, and this would be an additional benefit to
the people.

In the event of this plan being adopted, there remains the ques-
tion, whether the written character should Le the Persian or the
Nagree ? T should give the preference to the latter. First, for
the sanie reason that T should wish to see the Hindostanee intro-
duced, viz. that it is the character of the country; and, secondly,
besides that the Dersian is a foreign character, it has not letters
to express properly the pronunciation of the IHindostanee. It is
objected that the Nagree character is too varialie, that one native
canmot read what another writes, and that even the same person
is often unable to decypher his own writing a day or two after he
has penned it.  T'his may be true of the poor illiterate labouring
class, whose parents cannot afford to keep them at school for above
two or three years during their childhood; but it is certainly not
the case with the educated natives. The Nagree perhaps containg
some variety In the forms of some of its letters, and different
forms are wsed in different provinees : the Hindostanee language
also varies in the dialects of different districts, but probably not
more than Englizh in the different countics among the working
classes 5 and it is chiefly among the poor that the former varies.
Nevertheless, all over the eivilized part of the Bengal presidency
the Nugree chavacter and the Hindostanee language are essentially
the same, with the sole exception of Bengal Proper and Orissa,
and even in these provinees there is scarcely a village in wlhich
many people would not be found who understood them; and, to
obviate diticulties, their own tanguage might here be retained.

If Persian be necessary, how did the Hindoo government con-
trive to c