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PREFACE 

THE plan and limitations of this book have been 
explained so fully in the Introduction that little 
more need be said by way of preface. The room 
for difference of opinion on many of the subjects 
treated is so great that I cannot expect my views 
on controverted points to meet )Yith universal 
acceptance; and the complexity ormy undertaking 
forbids me to hope that positive errors, justly open 
to censure, have been avoided altogether; but 
I trust that critics will be prepared to concede the 
amount of indulgence which may be granted legi
timately to the work of a pioneer. 

The devotion of a disproportionately large space 
to the memorable invasion of Alexander the Great 
is due to the exceptional interest of the subject, 
which, so far as I know, has not been treated 
adequately in any modern book. The extreme 
brevity of the fourteenth and fifteenth chapters, 
dealing with the mediaeval kingdoms of the north 
and the Deccan, which may be open to adverse 
criticism, is attributable to the limi.ted interest of 
merely local histories. In the final chapter an 
attempt has been made to give an intelligible 
outline of the history of the South, so far as it 
has been ascertained. The story of the Dravidian 
nations seems to me deserving of more attention 
than it. generally receives. 

The presentation of cumbrous and unfamiliar 
iii 



iv PREFACE 

Oriental names must always be a difficulty for a 
writer on Indian history. I have endeavoured to 
secure reasonable unifonnity of spelling without 
pedantry. The system of transliteration followed 
in the notes and appendices is substantially that 
used in the Indian Antiquary; while in the text 
long vowels only are marked where necessary, and 
all other diacritical signs are discarded. 

Vowels have values as in Italian; except the 
short a, which is pronounced like u in but, when 
with stress, and like A in A merica, when without 
stress. The consonants are to be pronounced as 
in English; and eh, consequently, is represented in 
French by teh, and in German by tsclt; similarly, 
j is equivalent to the French dj and the German 
dsch. The international symhol e for the English 
eh, as in church, which has been adopted by the 
Asiatic Societies, may have some advantages in 
purely technical publications; but its use results 
in such monstra horreniUt as Cae for elweh, and is 
unsuitable in a work intended primarily for English 
and Indian readers. 

I ha\'e much pleasure in acknowledging the 
receipt of help of various kinds from· the following 
gentlemen :-1\1. Edouard Chavannes, Professeur 
au College de France; Mr. J. S. Cotton, editor 
of the Indian Imperial Gazetteer; Mr. William 
Crooke; Professor Rhys Davids; Dr. J. F. Fleet., 
C.I.E.; Dr. Rudolf Hoernle, C.LE.; Mr. James 
Kennedy; M. Sylvain Levi; Professor E. J. Rapson; 
and Mr. R. Sewell. 
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