















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































MYSORE, CANARA, AND MALABAR.

they are Rajputs, and in their families retain the Hindustany lan-
guage, as having originally come from the country which the Mus-
sulmans call Agimere. Like all the persons of an unmixed breed
from that country, they pretend to be of the Kshatriya cast; but
this high rank is denied by the Brahmans to even the highest of
the Rajputs, those whose profession is agriculture and arms, and
who, the Brdhmans say, are merely the highest class of the Sudras,
like the Nairs of Malabar, or Kdyastas of Bengal. These shoe-
makers are not allowed to eat nor to intermarry with the Chitra-
karu, nor with the weavers, who come from the same country; and
much less with the Rejputs properly so called, who are by cast
the cultivators and defenders of the soil. They came into this
country with Cossim Khan, the general of durungzebe, and settled
chiefly here and at Sira. They follow no other profession than that
of making shoes. The proper Gurus of this cast are the Vairdgis,
who read to them, and receive their charity. The Panchinga, or
astrologer, attends their marriages, and gives themn a kind of {’pa-
désa. Noune of them can read. They are worshippers of Vishnu, and
do not pray nor offer sacrifices to the Saktis, nor to Dharma Raja;
but contribute their share of the expense at the sacrifices, and fes-
tivals, which the village as a public body performs in honour of
these gods. They are allowed to eat mutton and fish, but not to
drink spirituous liquors, They are allowed to marry several wives,
and confine them after the custom of their own country. They have
chiefs, who determine matters relating to cast; but their office is
not hereditary : they are elected in an assembly of the people.

The Telega Uparu are a tribe of Telinga origin, as their name ex-
presses ; and retain in their families the language of their original
country. They can give no account of the time when they came
to Colar. ‘Their proper occupation is the building of mud walls,
especially those of forts; but some of them are farmers, and some
farmers servants, or Batigaru ; they act also as porters. They have
hereditary chiefs called Jjyamdna, who possess the usual jurisdiction.
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CHAPTER None of them can read or write. They are allowed to eat venison,

V. . . .
\w~ s mutton, fowls, swine, and fish; but cannot avowedly drink spiri-

July 8, &e.

Smartal
Brahwan,

tuous liquors. They are allowed a plurality of wives, who are very
laborious, and each costs five Pagodas (11 16s. 74d.), which are
presented to her parents. The girls continue to be marriageable
after the age of puberty; buta widow cannot take a second hus-
band. They bury the dead. They never take the vow of Daseri,
or of dedicating themselves to the service of the gods. The god
of their cast is Fishnu ; but they pray to Dharma Rdja, and offer
sacrifices to the Sakizis. They have no knowledge of a future life,
and pray ohly for temporal blessings. Their Gurus are the heredi-
tary chiefs of the Sri Faishnavam Brakmans, who on the richer part
of the cast Lestow Upadésa and Chakrantikam. The Panchinga, or
astrologer, attends only at marriages.

A Smartal Brihman, reckoned a man of learning, but who seems
to be very unwilling to open such stores as he possesses, denies all
knowledge of the worshippers of Juin, Buddha, or the Linga, far-
ther than that he has heard them mentioned. The doctrines of all
other sects, but his own, he considers as contemptible, and not wor-
thy of notice.

He believes in a supreme god called Ndrayana, or Para Brakma,
from whence proceeded Siva, Vishnu, and Brahma ; which still,
however, are all the same god. His sect pray to Siva and Vishnu,
with many of their wives, children, and attendants, among whom
are the Sektis, or destructive powers. Siva, however, is the prin-
cipal object of their worship; for they consider him as the most
powerful mediator with Ndrdyana, who is rather too much elevated
to attend to their personal requests. They abhor bloody sacrifices;
but do not reprehend their followers, of the Sidra cast, far using
that mauner of worship. They say, that 1t is the custom of the
Stdras ; and that what these low people do is of little or no conse-
sequence. When a good Brdhman dies, his spirit is united to God;
but a bad one is first punished in a purgatory, and then by passing
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through various other lives, as an animal, or as a person of some of CHAPTER
the low casts, till at last he becomes a Brd/fiman, and has another ‘e ~_
opportunity by his good works of gaining heaven. July 8, &c.

Sringa-giri, south from Hyder Nagar, s by this person considered
as the chief throne of the Brdéhmans. There God assumed the form
of a Brahman named Sunkara Achirya, and, having become a San-
nydasi, established his Mata, or college, at the place at which there
has ever since been a succession of Sanuydsis, who are the Gurus of
the order, and are called Swamalus. In different places of India
these have established agents, or deputies, who are also Sannydsis,
and assume the title of Swamalu. Originally these agents were all
sent from the college at Sringa-giri; but now, although they ac-
knowledge the superiority of the representative of Sankara Achéarya,
they all educate young men in their own Matas, or colleges, and
from among them appoint their successors. In the chief college at
Sringa-giri there are many disciples, who are all of Vaidika families,
who never marry, and who are carefully educated in such learning
as the Brihmans possess. They are called Brahma Chéris; and from
among them the Guru, when he is about to die, selects the one
that appears to him most deserving, and reveals to him the Upadésa
peculiar to his rank, by which the favourite becomes his successor.
The inferior Swamalus (properly Swdmydlu) educate in a similar
manner thetr successors. Should the Sringa-giri Swamalu die with-
out appointing a successor, the deputies or agents assemble, aud
select from among the Brakma Charis the most deserving person,
and, revealing to him the Upadésa, constitute him their chief. Till
he is on the point of death, a Swamalu is very unwilling to deliver
the Upadésa to a successor; as, immediately on getting possession of
it, his power becomes equal to his own; and if he should recover,
the new Swamalu might remove to another college, and act inde-
pendent of his authority.

Besides the Vedas, and eighteen Puranas supposed to have becn
written by Fydsa, which are common to all Brdfunans, the Smartal

Vor. L. Rr
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CHAPTER sect follow, as peculiar to themselves, four Séstrams, or books, called
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Mimasa, Tarka, Uyikaranam, and Vidinta, which are said to contain
a system of logic, metaphysics, and grammar, that is necessary to
explain the doctrine of the Védas ; and the Sunkara Bhashd, a com-
mentary which explains the doctrine of the Sutras.

The Gurusof the Smartal sect seem to act chiefly in an episcopal
capacity ; thatis, as superintendants of the manners of their fol-
lowers. They would not appear to perform any ceremony for the
sect, which, as being followers of Siva, does not admit of Chakrin-
tikam ; anal among the Smartal, 1t is the Puréhita who gives Upadésa.
When a Smartal commits any fault, if the Guru or his deputy be
near, he assembles ten learned men of the sect, and with their ad-
vice punishes the delinquent. 1If, however, the fault be of such a
nature as to deserve excommunication, which is the highest pu-
nishment, the Guru must for the purpose assemble a Trimatastera,
or council composed of the most learned men of the three sects,
Smartal, Aayngar, and Madual. These councils may be held, and
may punish delinquents, without the presence of either Guru, or
deputy. The faults that occasion a loss of cast, and for which no
pardon can be given, are, 1. Sexual intercourse within the prohi-
bited degree of consinguinity. I Sexual intercourse with any
prohibited cast. IIL. Eating forbidden food, or drinking intoxi-
cating liquors. 1V. Stealing. V. Slaying of any animal of the cow
kind, or of the human specics; but a Brdhman 1s permitted to kill
his enemy in battle. VI. Eating in company with persons of another
cast, or of food dressed by thetr impure hands. VII. Eating on
board a ship food that has been dressed there. VIIL Omitting to
perform the ceremonies due to their deceased parents. For smaller
offences, the Guru or his deputies punish in various ways; by com-
manding pilgrimages, or fasts; by fines; by holding burning straw
to the body of the delinquent, which is sometimes done with such
severity as to occasion death ; by shaving the head, so as to occa-
sion a temporary scparation from the cast; and by giving large
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dranghts of cow’s urine, which is supposed to have the power of
washing away sin. Ovrdeals are also in use; and a most barbarous
one is applied to those who, having had sexual intercourse with a
person of another cast, allege that it was by mistake. If the cri-
minal be a woman, melted lead is poured into her private parts; if
it be a man, a red hot iron is thrust up. Should they be innocent,
it is supposed that they will not be injured. A male Bréhman, how-
ever, even if married, may with impunity have connection with a
dancing-girl, all of whom in this country are dedicated to the ser-
vice of some tewple.

The low casts, that are followers of the Smartal Bréhmans, seem
to engage very little of the Gura’s attention. They occasionally
give them holy water, and the ashes of cow-dung to make the mark
of Siva on their foreheads, and receive their contributions; but
they leave the punishment of all their transgressions agaiast the
rules of cast to their own hereditary chiefs; at whose desire, how-
ever, they reprimand and impose fines on obstinate offenders. They
seem to have no wish to constrain other casts to any particular dog-
mas, or mode of worship: the only thing, they think, in whicha
Stdra ought to be instructed to believe, is, that the Brdhmans are
infinitely his superiors; and that the only means of gaining the
favour of the gods is by giving them charity. With regard to all
sccts that refuse to acknowledge these grand doctrines, and even
among themselves concerning points of faith, no men can be more
intolerant, nor violent.

If the fines imposed by a Guru appear to his council to be immo-
derate, they have the power to reduce the amount. If any one
offers charity, that, considering the man’s circumstances, the Guru
thinks too small, he has no power to extort more; but he may
reprimand the person for his want of the great virtue of charity.

This man says, that the Brdhmans are separated into two great
divisions; one of which occupies the countries toward the south,
and the other the countries toward the north. He holds in great
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contempt those from Kdsi or Benares, as being men from the north;
and would not even admit them to the honour of eating in his
house. These Brahmans, he says, eat fish, offer bloody sacrifices,
and commit other similar abominations. The northern Brédhmans
are, however, at least as proud as those from the south, and allege
several reasons for holding them in contempt; among which the
most urgent is, that the women of the southern Brdkhmans are alloyed
to appear in public.

None of the southern Brihmans can, without losing cast, taste
animal food, or drink spirituous liquors ; and they look upon the
smoking of tobacco as disgraceful. All those who have been mar-
ried are burned after their death, and their wives ought to accom-
pany them on the pile; but this customn has fallen very much into
disuse, and instances of it are extremely rare; whereas in Bengal it
still continues to be common. A woman can on no account take 2
second husband ; and, unless she is married before the signs of pu-
berty appear, she is ever afterwards considered as impure. They
are not at a!l confined, and can be divorced for no other cause than
adultery. When a Brd/man divorces his wife, he performs the same
ceremonies for her, as if she had died.

Although all the southern Brdhmans can eat together, yet they
are divided into nations, that never intermarry; and, although
they have long becn living intermixed, they generally retain in
their families the language of the country from whence they ori-
ginally came.

Each nation has its Paidika, who subsist by charity, and dedicate
their lives to study and devotion ; its Lekiba, who foliow worldly
pursuits; and its Numdi, or priests who officiate in temples, and
debase themselves by receiving monthly wages, and by performing
menial duties to the idols. The Lokika and Vuidika may intermarry ;
but, in accepting of his daughter for a wife, a poor Faiuika does
honour to the greatest officcr of government; and still more in
giving him a daughter in marriage, The Lokika are never admitted
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to become Sannydsis; this, however, is not considered as arising
from any invincible rule of cast, but only from their want of the
proper qualifications.

Each nation again is divided into the sects of Smartal, A’ayngar,
or Sri Faishnavam, and Madual ; but in one nation one sect is more
prevalent than in another. A difference of sect does not properly
constitute a difference of cast; as the son of a Smartel may become
a worshipper of Fishnu; and, on the coutrary, an A'ayngar may
become a follower of the Sringa-giri college ; but such changes are
not common, The Smartal and Madual eat together, and inter-
marry, although the one worships Sive and the other Vishnu; and
on such occasions the woman always adopts the religion of her hus-
band, which seems to be a proof of a great degradation of the sex,
who are not considered as worthy to form an opinion of their own
on a point of this importance. The Sri Fuishnavam or A ayngar will
not marry, nor eat with a Madual, although they both worship
Vishnu ; and still less will they have any communication with a
Smartal ; which arises, however, not from any difference in cast,
but from a hatred to the doctrines entertained by these sects,

The Brdhmans of every nation are divided into certain families,
called Géérams; and a man and woman of the same family never
marry together. The connection of Gdtram is entirely in the male
line; and the Brahmans who speak English translate it by our word
cousin, and sometimes by brother, or, what is analogous to it, by
the Mussulman word Bhae:. The son of their mother’s sister they
consider as a more distant relation than any person of the same
Gotram.

12th July.—In the morning 1 went four cosses to Calura, said to
be the residence of an Amildar ; butin the list of Talucs, or districts,
which I procured from the revenue officer at Seringapatam, 1 see no
such place mentioned. In all probability, theretore, it is only asub-
division called a Hobly, and its chiet, in order to a gment his im-
poitance, calls himself to me an dmildar. He has retained his station
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for thirty years, and has acquired a name by digging a Celam, or
tank. Itis about half a mile from the town, is surrounded by a fine
Murgo grove; and the road from it to the town has on each side a
raised walk, with an avenue of Mango and tamarind trees reaching
the whole way.

For more than one half the way from Celar the country is at pre-
sent entirely depopulated. Formerly there has been much cultiva-
tion ; and the broken fragments of the hedges by which the dry
fields were inclosed remain, to show its once flourishing state. The
remainder of the country is in a better condition; but at least one
half of what has been formerly cultivated is now waste. I here
passed two large villages well fortified with mud walls, and sur-
rounded by strong hedges. The country contains many detached,
naked, rocky hills ; and many places seem to be fit for palm gardens,
of which however I saw none. The mist frequently rests on the
tops of the hills, while the country below is clear.

The Woddas, or Woddaru, are a tribe of Telinga origin, and in their
families retain that language, although they are scattered all over
the countries where the Temul and Karndtaca tongues are prevalent,
They dig canals, wells, and tanks; build dams and reservoirs; make
roads ; and trade in salt, and grain. Some of them are farmers, but
they never hire themselves out as Batigaru, or servants employed
in agriculture. Some of them build mud-houses; but this is not a
proper occupation for persons of their cast. The old and infirm live
in lhuts near villages, and dig and repair tanks, or wells, or perform
other such labour ; whiie the vigorous youth of both sexes travel
about in caravans with oxen and asses, in pursuit of trade. In these
caravans they carry with them all their infants, and their huts,
which latter consist of a few sticks and mats. They follow armies to
supply them with grain, and in the time of peace take to the lower
Carnatic grain, Jagory, and tamarinds, and bring up salt. In Hyder's
covernment they were very numerous; but, having been forced by
Tippoo to work at his forts without adequate pay, a great number of
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of them retired to other countries. As they are a very useful set of CHAPTER

people, they are now encouraged, and are fast returning. There are

Y.
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no distinctions among them that prevent intermarriages, or eating July 12

in common. They eat fowls, sheep, goats, swine, vats, and fish ; but
reject carrion. They are allowed to take all manner of things that
intoxicate, and are in fact much addicted to spirituous liquors.
They marry as inany wives as they can get, and the women seem to
be more numerous than the men, as no person is without one wife,
and the generality have two; several go so far as eight. A manis
in general more restricted from taking many wives by the expeuse
of the ceremony, than by any difficulty in supporting the family ;
as the women are so industrious, that the more wives he can get,
the more he lives at his ease. A lazy woman is immediately divorced
by her husband ; but, if she can find a man willing to take her, she
is at liberty to marry again. The girls continue marriageable from
seven years of age, until their death; and a widow is not prevented
from taking another husband. Formerly, when the cast was richer,
a man gave a hundred Fanams (31 7s. 1d.) to the parents of the
girl whom he wanted to marry; but this is now reduced to two
Fanams (1s. 4d.) to the father, a piece of cloth to the mother, and
a hundred coco-nuts as emblematical of the original price. The
marriages are made in an assembly of the tribe; and the ceremony
consists in the bridegroom and bride walking thrice round a stake,
which is erected for the purpose. Next morning they give another
feast, and present the company with betel. The Panchdnga, or as-
trologer, does not attend, norare there any prayers ( Mantrams) read
on the occasion. In case of adultery, the custom of the cast is to
put the woman to death; but this severity is not always used. In
case of a man’s treating his wife very harshly, she may retire to her
mother’s house, and live there; but, without his consenting to di-
vorce her, she cannot marry again. The custom of the cast is to
bury the dead; and, although the women are very harshly used
by their husbands while drunk, and although widows are not
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prevented from marrying again, yet 1t is said, that perhaps one
widow in a hundred throws herself into a pit filled with fire, and
burns herself near the grave of her husband. The Brdlmans do not
officiate at funerals; but on those occasions money is distributed
among them and other mendicants.

The Guru of the cast is Tata Achirya, one of the hereditary
chiefs of the Sri Vaishnavam Brdlinans, who lives at Penu-conda.
They go either to him, or to some of his relations, who live in dif-
ferent parts of the country, and receive Chakrantikam, and advice
to wear the marks of the god Vishnu ; and, according to their abi-
lities, give,’in return, from one to three Fanams. ‘They are allowed
to attend at the festivals of the great gods, although their claim to
be of a Sudra, or pure descent, is rather doubtful. Many of them
can read and write accompts; but they attempt no higher kind of
learning. Although the /¥oddaru pray to Vishnw, and offer sacri-
fices to Marima, Gungoma, Virapaeshima, Durgama, Putalima, and
Mutialima, yet the proper object of worship belonging to the cast
is a goddess called Yellama, one of the destroying spirits. The
image is carried constantly with their baggage ; and in her honour
there is an annual feast, which lasts three days. On this occasion
they build a shed, under which they place the image, and one of
the tribe offictates as priest, or Pgjdri. For these three days offer-
ings of brandy, palin-wine, rice, and flowers are made to the idol,
and bloody sacrifices are performed before the shed. The Hoddas
abstain from eating the bodies of the animals sacrificed to their
own deity ; but eat those which they sacrifice to the other Saktis.
This cast frequently vow Daséri, or dedicate themselves to the ser-
vice of God; which does not prevent from trading those who are
rich or industrious; those who are idle hive entirely by begging.
The duty of a Daséri requires that he should daily wash his head,
and take care, when he eats in company with the profane, that
their victuals do not intermix with his. On Saturday night, after
having washed his head, and prayed for some hours, he must cook
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his victuals in a clean pot. He learns by rote a set form of prayer
in the poetical language, or Andray; and while he repeats it, he
rings a bell, and at intervals blows on a conch., The hereditary
chiefs of this cast possess the usual jurisdiction. The fines imposcd
by them never exceed three Fanams (two shillings,) and three
coco-nuts; and are always expended on drink.

The Whallias, or Whalliaru, by the mussulmans called also Daedh,
and Ballagai jat, as forming the most active combatants ou the
right hand side, are nearly the same with the Parriar of the people
who speak the Tamul language, and with the Maliwaniu of thpse
who use the 7elinga dialect. Like the Brakmans, the Whallias of
all nations can eat together; but two persons of different countries

never intermarry.  Although this cast be looked upon as the very.

lowest of all others, they are desirous of keeping up the purity of
the breed; and never marry but with the daughters of families,
with whose descent, from long vicinity, they are well acquainted,
Like the Sudra, they are divided into several ranks that do not
intermarry. The highest are here called Morasu ¥ halliaru, and
are cultivators of the ground, weavers, and smelters of iron ore.
Inferior to these are Maligara Whalliaru, or musicians; Naindaru
IWhalliaru, or barbers; and Adsaga IV halliaru, or washermen. These
again are quite distinct from the musicians, barbers, and washermen
of the pure tribes, who, though lower than the cultivators, are all
of Sidra cast. All the different ranks of W halliaru, though they do
not intermarry, eat together, and join in their public ceremonies.
The IVhalliaru are not permitted to build their huts within tine
walls of towns or villages; but, if there be any hedge, they gene-
rally inhabit between it and the ditch. In very large places their
huts form streets, and into these a Braiman will not deign to put
his foot; nor in a place so impure will a Sidra build his house; in
like manner as a Brdhman is very unwilling to occupy a house in a
street which the Sédra inhabit. A Brahmaen, if he be touched by a
IV hallia, must wash his head, and get a new thread; and a Siudre,
Vor. L. Ss ‘
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CHAPTER who has been similarly defiled, is obliged to wash his head. A
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\wm~ Brikman of this country will not give any thing out of his hand to

July 12,

Morasu
Whallias,

persons of lower birth, of whom he is not afraid; but throws it
down on the ground for them to take up. He will receive any
thing from the hand of a person of a pure descent; but when a
Whallia delivers any thing to the Bréhman, he must lay it on the
ground, and retire to a proper distance, before the Brdkman will
deign to approach. Europeans, from their eating beef, are looked
upon by the natives here as a kind of /Fhalliari ; and nothing but
the fear of correction prevents them from being treated with the
same insolence,

‘The proper business of the division of Fhalliaru, called Morasu,
is the cultivation of the ground, in which both men and women are
very industrious ; but they do not appear to have ever formed a
part of the native militia, like the Sidra cultivators, nor to have
been entrusted with arms, until they began to enter into the Com-
pany’s service. From among them several families hold, by here-
ditary right, the low village offices of 7os; and Nirgunty, or of
watchmen and conductors of water. Some few of the cultivators
are farmers; but by far the greater part are yearly servants or
Batigaru. Some of them weave coarse cloth, and some smelt iron
ore. They have chiefs called Gotugaru, who, with a council as
usual, settle all disputes and matters of cast.

The Guru of the Whallias is called Kempa Nullari Einaru, and
lives at Tripathi. He is married, and wears. the mark of Vishnu.
They do not know of what cast he is; but he does not intermarry
with the Wialliaru; and my interpreter says, that the Gurus of
this low tribe are all of the people called here Satdnana. The Guru
occasionally comes round, lives in the huts of his followess, and
receives their contributions.  He puts the mark of Visknu on their
foreheads, and exhorts them to pray to that god, and to those of
his family. They have no priest that attends at births, marriages,
burials, nor at the ceremonies performed in honour of their deceased
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parents; nor do they ever receive Upadésa or Chakrdntikam. They CHAPTERN
pray to Dharma Raja, and offer sacrifices to Marima, Caragadumma, o s
and Gungoma. The Pijari, or priest, who officiates in the temple of July 12.
this last destructive spirit, is a #hallia; and her’s are the only

temples into which any of this tribe are ever admitted. They cat

the sacrifices offered even to this deity, peculiar to their cast.

Their Guru never joins in any of these sacrifices; noune of them can

read or write. They are allowed to driuk spirituous liquors, and to

eat beef, pork, mutton, fowls, and fish; nor have they any objec-

tion to eat an animal that has died a natural death. Their marriage
ceremony consists in a feast, at which the bridegroom ties the

bridal ornameunts round the neck of his mistress. Except for
adultery, a man cannot divorce his wife ; and if she has children, he

cannot during her life take another; but if a man, in a reasonable

time after marriage, have no children by his first wife, he may take

a second. Widows are not permittted to marry again; but it is not
cxpected that they should burn themselves, nor preserve celibacy

with great exactitude. Many of this cast take the vow ot Daseri.

The Togotas, or Togotaru, are a class of weavers of Telinga origin, Customs of
and in their families retain that language. They follow no other ¢ 8w
trade than weaving, and have hereditary chiefs called Jjyamina,
who possess the usual authority., Many of them can read and write
accompts; but none attempt any higher kind of learning. Idle,
stupid fellows, that cannot get a living by their industry, take the
vow of Daséri, and go about praying with a bell and conch. They
have no tradition concerning the time when they came into this
country. They all eat together, but intermarry only with such
families, as by long acquaintance know the purity of each other’s
descent. They cannot lawlully drink spirituous liquors, but can eat
fish, fowls, and mutton. It must be observed, that, throughout the
southern parts of India, fowls are a common article of diet with the
lower casts; whereas in DBengal, their use is confined entirely
to Mussulmans. In Bengal again, ducks and geese are com-
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monly used by the Hindus; but in the southern parts of India,
these birds are not at all domesticated, except by Europeans. It is
not usnal for the weavers of this cast to take more than one wife,
unless the first prove barren; but there is no law to prevent them
from taking as many as they please. Parents that are poor, take
money for their daughters, when they give them in marriage ; those
that are in easy circumstances do not. Widows cannot marry again,
but are not expected to kill themselves. A woman can only be
divorced for adultery. Tlie Gurus of these weavers are hereditary
chiefs of the Adyngar, who, in return for the contributions of their
followers, bestow Upadésa and Chakrantikam; of course they are
worshippers of Vishnu. The Panchinga, or village astrologer,
whether he be a follower of that God, or of Siva, attends at births,
marriages, funerals, at the ceremonies performed in honour of their
deceased parents, and at the building of a new house ; and on each
occasion gets a fee of one fanam, or eight-pence. On other occasions,
when a weaver wants to pray, like other Sitdra, he calls in a Satdnana,
who reads sumething inan unknown language, and gives the votary
some holy awater, which he consecrates by pouring it on the head of

" a small image that he carries about for the purpose. A similar

Appearance
ot the coun-
try.

ceremony when performed by a Bréhman, from the charity that
accompanies it, is called Dhana, and is supposed to be much more
efficacious in procuring the favour of the gods.

13th July. In the morning I went three cosses from Calura to
Silagutta. The rains having become heavy, the people are now
busy sowing their Ragy. The showers are frequent, and the winds
from the westward are strong. A great part of the country is
overgrown with stunted bushes, even where the soil appears to be
tolerably good, and has never been in a state of cultivation. Perhaps
one halfis rated in Krishna Rdyalu’s accompts, and of that two thirds
may be in actual cultivation; for the country is in a better state
than that through which I passed yesterday. It doesnot contain so
many small rocky hills; but I have in front, Nandi-durga; on my
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right, Rymabad, or Rymangur ; on my left Chintamony ; and on my
rear, dmbagji-durga. By the way I passed three large villages, all
strongly fortified with mud walls and hedges.

Silagutta is a town containing about five hundred houses, several
of which arc occupied by weavers. It formerly belonged to a
family of Polygars, named Narayana, who possessed Devund-hully
(corrupted into Deonelly), Nandi-durga, and the two Bala-puras.
The country around is the prettiest of any that I have seen above
the Ghats. It has two fine tanks, like small lakes; and their
banks are covered with gardens. At a distance it is surrounded by
hills occupied by durgas, or hill-forts, of which five are in sight.

I assembled here some intelligent Panchingas, or astrologers, and
farmers, and procured from them the following account of the pre-
vailing seasons; which may be considered as applicable to the
north-eastern, and middle parts of the dominions of the Alysare
Reja.

The almanacs divide the year into three equal portions, called
Candaia; and each of these again is-divided into two Ritugaln, or
scasons, of which each contains two months. The names of these
seasons having been taken from the climate of a country not
entirely similar to this, are not always applicable to the seasons of
this place. They are, I. Fasanta Ritu, or spring season; which
contains Chaitra and Vaisdka, or this year from the 26th of March
to the 23d of May. In this the trees flower, the weather is hot
and clear, with very gentle winds from the westward. There are
occasional showers of rain, or hail, but they are not accompanied
by squalls of wind. IL. Grishma Ritu, or the scorching season,
includes Iyaishtha and Ashdda, or in this year from the 24th of
May to the 21st of July. The air is rendered cool by clouds, and
strong westerly winds. The rains are heavier than in Fasanta, but
are not at their height. Thunder is common, but not very severe.
III Varshé Ritu, or the rainy season, comprehends Srdvana and
Bhadrapada, or from the 22d of July to the 18th of September.
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Sré¢vana, or about our month of July, are very violent; afterwards
they abate. IV. Aswqja and Kartika form Sarat Ritu, which this
year extends from the 19th of September to the 16th of November.
At this season there are long falis of raiu; but it is not very heavy,
and there are considerable intervals of fair weather. The winds
are light, and come fromn the northward. During the rain, to the
feelings of ‘the natives, the air is very cold; in the intervals it is
temperate. The thunder is moderate. V. Hémanta Ritu, or the
season of dew, comprehends Mdrgasirsha and Paushya, or from the
16th of November to the 14th of January. At this season there is
no rain, but there are heavy dews; and thick fogs obscure the sun,
and render the air very cold. The winds are moderate, and come
from the northward. VI. Seyshu Ritu, or the season of moonshine,
comprehends AMaga and Phdalguna, or from about the middle of
Januvary to the middle of March. There are sometimes slight
showers, but the weather is in gencral dry and clear, with very
little dew. The winds are light, and come from the eastward.
The warm season commences; but the heat, according to the sen-
sation of the natives, continues moderate. This is the season of
the principal rice harvest. The air is most unhealthy, and occasions
most fevers, during the first and last seasouns, or in the hot and
dry weather. By the natives this country is esteemed very healthy;
they acknowledge, however, that the air of the durgas is ver
had. :
The Alorasu are an original tribe of Karnata, who are admitted
by all parties to be Sidre, and who, as being cultivators of the
land, are called Woculigaru; which by the Mussulinans has been
shortened into Wocwl. In the two Bala-pure districts they are
very numerous, and formed a part of the native foot militia, called
in this language Candashara. They are cultivators of the ground,
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both as masters and servants, and occasionally hire themselves as
porters. They form three tribes; Morasu, properly so called, Mo-
rasu Moscu, and Teliga Morasu, which last would appear from the
name to be a tribe of the Telingana nation. These tribes eat
together, but do not intermarry; and even in each tribe persons
confine their marriages to a few families, whose descent is known
to be pure. My informants are of the Aorasu, properly so called,
and must be distinguished from the impure tribe called Morasu
Whallias, who are not Sidra.

The men of this tribe, but not the women, can eat with those of
another tribe of cultivators called Sadru. A principal object of
worship with this cast is an image called Kdla- Bhairava, which
signifies the black dog. The temple is at Sitibutta, near Calanore,
about three cosses east from hence. The place being very dark,
and the votaries being admitted no farther than the door, they are
not sure of the form of the nmage; but believe, that it represents
a man on-horseback. The god is supposed to be one of the de-
stroying powers, and his wrath is appeased by bloody sacrifices.
‘The throats of goats and sheep are cut before the door of the
temple as sacrifices, and the flesh is boiled for a feast to the
votaries. In this the priest, or Pujeri, never partakes. lle is a
Satanana, aud worships the god by offerings of flowers and fruit.
He, as usual, consecrates water by pouring it over the head of the
image, and afterwards sells it to the votaries. At this temple a
very singular offering is made. When a woman is from 15 to 20
years of age, and has borne some children, terrified lest the angry
deity should deprive her of her infants, she goes to the temple,
and, as an offering to appease his wrath, cuts oft one or two of her
fingers of the right hand. To the destructive female spirits called
Gungoma, Yelluma, Marima, and Putalimae, the Morasu offer sacri-
fices. They do not pray to either Visfow, or Siva. Nomne of them
here have ever seen a Guru belonging to their cast; but they lLave
heard, that about the time of their birth (about 50 years ago), a

319

CHAPTER

V.
—~
July 13, &c.



320

A JOURNEY FROM MADRAS THROUGH

CHAPTER Sri Vaishnavam Brdlman came to the place, and was called their

V.
A

Guru. The Panchinga acts as their Purbhita at marriages, and at
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in commemoration of their deceased parents. The Brahmans, when
they subjugated the different rude tribes in the south of India,
seem to have made very little difficulty about religious opinions
and customs. Every tribe seems to have retained their own; and
the Brahmans were contented with an acknowledgment of their
authority, and with contributions given for the performance of
certain ceremonies, much connected with astrology and magic; by
pretensions fo which their power was probably extended. They
themselves have perhaps been influenced by the superstitions of
their converts, whose gods, being malignant spirits, they adopted
as servants of fswara, the power of destruction. The Brahmans,
when in sickness and distress, invoke with fear and trembling the
power of Bhairava, and of the female Saktis ; who were formerly,
perhaps, considered by the natives as the malignant spirits of the
woods, mountains, and rivers; and worshipped by sacrifices, like
the gods of the rude tribes which now inhabit the hilly region
cast from Bengal, and whose poverty has hitherto prevented the
incursions of the sacred orders of their more learned western
ncighbours.

None of the Morasu can read or write; and they never take the
vow of Daséri. They believe in transmigration as a state of
reward and punishment, and of course believe in the immortality
of the soul; which, se far as I can learn, is not in this country an
universal belief among the lower casts, nor among the rude tribes
who mhabit the hills. They have hereditary chiefs, called Gauda.
The present possessor of that rank here is a boy. He is brought
into the assembly, and sits there, while the heads of families scttle
all disputes, and punish all transgressions against the rules of cast.
It is lawful for a Morasu to eat every kind of animal food, except
beef and carrion. They are prohibited from drinking spirituous
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liguors. The men are allowed polygamy, but, except for adultery,
cannot divorce their wives. The women spin, work in the fields,
and are very industrious. Widows cannot marry again, but are not
expected to bury themselves alive with their hushands bodies.

I have formerly mentioned, that the tribe called Bher:, or Nuga-
raira, 1s divided into two sects; of which one worships Fishuu,
aud the other Siva. 'The doctrines of the former have been already
explained. Those who worship Sive are subdivided again into

two parties; of which the one wears the Linge, and the other does

not. These last T have uow assembled : they say, that they are of
the Faisya, or third pure cast; but this is dented by the Comaties
and Brahmans. They despise the oil-makers, who call themselves
Nagaratra, as being greatly their inferiours. They neither eat,
intermarry, nor have common hereditary chiefs with the Vishnu
Nugaratra. They are a tribe of Karnata descent ; and are dealers
in bullion, cloth, cotton, drugs, and grain. Some of them act as
porters; but they never formed any part of the militia, nor culti-
vated the ground, nor followed any handicraft trade. They cannot
lawfully eat any kind of animal food, nor drini spirituous liquors.
They have a knowledge of accompts, but attempt no higher kind
of learning. They are allowed many wives, but do not shut them
up; nor can they divorce them for any cause except adultery. In
order to preserve the purity of the cast, they intermarry with such
families only, as their forefathers have been accustomed to do.
They burn the dead; but the widows are not expected to burn
themselves. They do not wear the Linga; but pray to Siva, alleg-
ing Vishnu to be the same. They never offer bloody sacrifices to
Marima, nor to any other of the Saktis. They never tuke the vow
of Daséri; but, when in sickness or danger, make mental vows to
Vencaty Rémana, the idol at Tripathi, ov to the Siva at Nunjinagodu ;
and promise, in case of being saved, to feed a certain number of
Brdhmans, or to send a sum of money to these temples.

The proper Guru of this cast is a Smartal Bréhman, called Dharma

Vor. L. Tt
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Seva Achdirya; who resides at Kunji, and whose office is hereditary:
but in affairs relating to the left-hand-side they are subject to
Munaiswara Swdami, who is the Guru of that division of this tribe
which wears the Linga. Dharma Siva dchirya bestows holy water
on his followers, and receives their contributions under the name
of charity. A certain sum is paid for each public ceremony, and
another is given for holy water. Once in four or five years
this personage comes, and receives the sums that have been col-
lected for him at the different villages. On these occasions he
punishes any of his followers who may have been guilty of a trans-
gression of the rules of cast, and there is no slighter punishment
than excommunication; but he cannot inflict this without the
consent of the heads of the cast assembled in council.

The Panchinga, or village astrologer, acts as Puréhita at mar-
riages, funerals, births, on the building of a new house, and at the
ceremonies performed monthly and annually in honour of deceased
parents.  On these occasions the Purdhita reads prayers in the
Sanskrit language. The Nagaratra eudeavours to repeat after
him; but it being an unknown tongue he seldom is able to proceed
farther than a few of the first words, and then must hearken
quietly to the remainder, as the Brdhmar does not choose to
pronounce it leisurely, or at least distinctly. He is indeed seldom
able to read fluently ; and all intervals are filled up by a repetition
of the last word, accompanied by a most sonorous masal twang,
which is continued until be is able to make out the following
word. This kind of unimtelligible cant is, however, preferred
greatly to all prayers that are pronounced in the vulgar tongue;
which, indeed, are considered as of little or no efficacy, especially
it they are extemporary.

There is here a tribe of Teliga Banijigas, who follow no other
profession than that of gardeners. They allow themselves to be
inferior to those who are merchants, or farmers; but pretend to
be superior to the weavers of sackcloth. In their families they
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retain the Zelinga language, and follow the usual ceremonies of the
Sidra, who have the Sri Vaishnavam Brihmans as their Gurus. By
these teachers they are kept In a most beastly state of ignorance,
nor could they give me a rational answer to any question that I
proposed relative to their customs, They are, however, very active
and skilful in their business.

The people, who here are commonly called Saténana, call them-
selves Vaishnavam, as being the very chictf of the worshippers of
Vishnu, an honour to which no other cast seems to think them en-
titled. The Bréhmans allege that they ave Sidra; but this title is
rejected with scorn by the Vaishnavam, although they have received
the Brahmans as their Gurus. The Vaishnavam seem to be the same
tribe with those called Boistum in Bengal ; but it must be confessed,
that many of the rules of the two casts are very different; yet per-
haps not more so, than the rules observed by the Brdhmans of the
two countries. The Brdimans evidently entertain a jealousy of the
Vaishnavam, and endeavour to render them as ridiculous as pos-
sible ; for their profession approaches too near to that of the sacred
order. I am inclined to suspect, that they are the remains of a
very extensive priesthood, who formerly held the same station with
respect to the Whalliaru, that the Brdéhmans do now to the Sidre,
and who with their followers formed the heretical sect called Vaish-
navam. This would be cleared up, perhaps, by a conversation with
a sect called the Valmika Saténana, who are said to be the proper
Gurus of the Parriar below the Ghats: but I have not had an op-
portunity of investigating this matter.

The Saténana are divided into two sects besides the Valmika.
Both contend for a priority of rank; and they neither intermarry,
nor eat in common, If we were to judge by the circumstances that
give runk to Brdhmans, the Tricoveluru Satanana ought to‘be the
highest; but the other class call themselves Prataina, or first.
They are also called-Coil Satdnana, as being a kind of officiating

priests in the temples.
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The T'ricoveluru Satdnana, in order to procure worldly enjoyment,
act as schoolmasters to instruct the youth in the reading and
writing, both of Sanskri¢ and of the vulgar languages; and also in
music, both vocal and instrumental. Some also, who are rich, be-
come farmers. The proper manner, however, in which they ought
to subsist, is by begging ; and by this rejection of worldly enjoy-
ment, like the Brdhmans, they expect in a future state to obtain a
high reward. They intermarry, and eat among oné another, with-
out any distinction of family, learning, or profession; and have no
objection to,a man of any nation, provided he can show that he is
a Satdgnana. The Brdalhmans allege, that on such occasions they are
not very scrupulous in their inquiries. They have hereditary chiefs,
who with the assistance of a council settle disputes, and punish de-
linquents. They are not allowed to take animal food, nor spirituous
liquors. Here they bury, below the Ghats they burn, the dead.
They are allowed two wives, who can only be divorced for adultery.
Their native language is the Teldinga ; yet the book peculiar to the
cast Is in the poetical language of the Tamul nation. This they call
the Védam ; but the Brahmans call 1t Trivéde Prabandam. They
allege, that they read the eighteen Purdnas; but this the Brdh-
mans deny. They worship Vishau by set forms of prayer; but ad-
dress Siva only mentally, or by extemporary petitions, when they
consider themselves in danger from Ins destructive power. They
never worship in any manner Dharma Raja, Marima, Putalima, or any
other of the Saktis. None of them take the vow of Ddséri ; but some
assume a life of celibacy, and live entirely by begging. In this
case, they never cut their hair, and are called Ekdngi. They cannot
assume this order, without some ceremonies having been performmed
by their Gurus, who are both the Sannydsis and the hereditary
chiefs of the Sri Vaishnavam Brahmans. These confer Upadésa and
Chek.dntikam without reward, and at the same time give the Sata-
nana a dinner; wh:ch, as being a Lind of charity, is rather an ac-
knowledgment of the Brakman’s inferiority ; the person who receivas
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the charity being, in this country, considered as of a higher rank
than the donor. By charity here must always be understood some-
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dedicated himself to a religious life. Alms given to the necessi-
tous poor, and infirm, are received with great thankfulness, such
persons being very numerous above the Ghats.

In the Tamul language, the Satinana are called Satany. Those
who serve in temples, and who are thence called Coi/, on account
of their assumed superiority, take the name of Pratama. They say,
that their proper office is that of Pujdri in the temples of Vishnu,
and of the gnds of his family. The Pujé consists in chaunting some
prayers, and pouring some water over the head of the image, and
thus inaking what they call holy water; which is distributed among
the people to drink, and to pour on their heads when they pray.
As the image is always well rubbed with oil, the water impregnated
with this forms no pleasant beverage ; but that renders the drinking
of it more meritorious. The prayers used by the Prafama Satany,
an such occasions, are in the 7amul language; and although the
holy water consecrated by them is good enough for the Sidra, it 1s
of no use to a Brdhman, who in his ceremonies can employ such
only as has been consecrated by a Bréhman Pujiri. The Sutany
adorns the image with flowers, cloths, and jewels, and anoints it
with oil. They and the Brdéhmans who are in the service of the
temple are the only persons that may touch the image; they there-
fore perform all the menial offices about the shrine, and place the
images on their chariots, or beasts of carriage, when they are going
in procession. The Sidra are ouly permitted to drag the ropes by
which the carriage is drawn. A few of this kind of Vaishnavam are
farmers, and some are employed to cultivate flower gardeus, espe-
cially those which are reserved for the use of temples. Many of
them obtain permission from their Guru, and by receiving a new
Upadésa become Ekdngi, assume a red or yellow dress, and, leading
a life of celibacy, support themselves by begging. They neyer

Pratame
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take the vow of Ddséri. Their native language is the Telinga ; but
their cast book is the Trivéda Prabandam, and they can also read
Stékams or verses in Sanskrit. They neither eat animal food nor
drink spirituous liquors, They burn the dead, and their widows
ought to burn themselves; but this custom has become entirely
obsvlete. Widows, aud girls above the age of ten, are not mar-
riageable. The men are allowed many wives ; but do not shut them
up, nor divorce them for any cause exceptadultery. Like those of
the Brdimans, the women of the Sutdnana never spin, nor follow any
productive i’ndustry; but they bring water for domestic purposes,
and cook the family provisions. The Pratama Vaishnavam are all
equal, and can all intermarry and eat in common. The hereditary
chief of all those in this neighbourhood resides at Mansunipulla,
and, with a council as usual, possesses a juritsdiction both civil and
criminal. Their Guru is Puttara Achérya, one of the hereditary
chiefs of the Aayngar Brdhmans. He bestows on them Upadésa and
Chakréntikam ; and on these occasions expects charity. They pray
only to Vishnu and to the gods of his family, and abhor the worship
of Siva, or of his followers the Suktis.

. 14th July.—For betel nut and black pepper the merchants of Silg-
gutta go to Codeal and Nagara. They carry with them some of the
cloths that are manufactured in this country, and some tobacco
which grows in the neighbourhood. Sometimes they are obliged
to carry cash for a part of their cargo. They dispose of the greater
portion of their pepper and betel at Hallgja-petta, and of a little at
the intermediate towns. From the lower Carnatic they again bring
back raw silk, and other goods imported at ddadras by sea. The
silk they sell partly at Bangalore, and partly to the people from
Balahari, Advany, and other places, who bring hither cotton-wool.
‘These merchants take back raw silk, spices, and benjamin; but
nevei to more than one half, and generally not to more than one
quarter, of the value of the cotton-wool, the thread, and the blan-
kets, that they bring. The merchants of Silagutfa go to a town in
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the Nizam's dominions, which is called Rgjawully, and is situated
on this side of the Tungabhadra ; and from thence they bring silk
and cotton cloths, which they sell either at home or in the uneigh-
bouring towns as far as Bangalore. This trade is carried on entirely
withready money.

'The cotton cloths made at Silagutta are of the kind called Sadu
Shillay, and are of a coarse quality. They sometimes have red
borders. The weavers are of the cast called Padma Shalay, and by
no means numerous. The cloth exported is chiefly the very coarse
kind that is made by the low cast called /Whalliaru, and is collected
from the neighbouring villages. TIts price is from 4 to 12 Fanams,
or from 2s. 83d. to 8s. 03d. a plece. Those which sell at the last
mentioned price are 28 cubits long and 13 broad, and in fabric
resemble the Caftas of Bengal. They appear to me to be a good
and a cheap manufacture. When any considerable guantity is
wanted, advances are made by the merchants; but more than the
price of one piece at a time is never given in advance. There are
no intermediate agents between the merchant and the weaver.

Silagutte is celebrated for its Zarkari, or kitchen gardens, and
this kind of cultivation formerly employed 500 families; which are
now reduced to 50, the others having been carried to Seringapatam
by Zippoo, who had no more compunction in removing the inhabi-
tants of one place to another, than in ordering his army to change
its ground. To-day I remained at Silagutta, in order more fully
to examine the cultivation of gardens.

The cultivators of these gardens here are of various casts, 7eliga
Banijigaru, Ruddi, Palli, Goalaru, and Curubaru. Where the family
contains two men, they cultivate about half an acre; where it con-
tains more, they take in proportion an additional quantity. Their
women carry the produce to market in the neighbouring towns;
the family subsist entirely on this spot of ground, and pay a
heavy reut, which is chiefly procured by the sale of turmeric,
wheat, onions, garlic, capsicum, poppy seed, fenugreek, and
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coriander. They exchange their other articles for provisions.
They keep a cow, which feeds in the wastes, and gives themn milk
and manure. According as the water in the wells is far from, or
near the surface, their ground rent is from one half more, to three
times as much as 1t would pay if it were cultivated for dry grains.
Half an acre wrought by two brothers, and having the water at
fourteen feet from the surface, pays annually twenty Fanams, or
13s. 5d.; when cultivated for dry grains, this field paid 10 Funams a
year, ot 6s. 84d. The extent of garden grouud is estimated by the
quantity of Ragy that it would sow; and in fact, owing to a want
of gardengrs, the greater part of what was formerly garden ground
is now cultivated with that grain.

In these gardens considerable quantities of wheat and trans-
planted Ragy are raised. The Ragy supports the family, and the
straw feeds their cow. The crop of it is more productive, than
that cultivated on the ficlds; oune third of an acte producing two
Candacas, which is at the rate of 33-% bushels an acre.

As a farther specimen of the manner in which the natives ma-
nage their gardens, 1 shall give an account of the cultivation of
turmeric, the most valuable article raised by the people of this
place. |

About the beginning of May the field 1s dug up, with the hoe
called Co/ Kudali, to the depth of nine 1nches, or, if the gardener
be industrious, to double that depth. Iung is then spread on the
garden, and hoed-in. The plot is then formed into squares, as
before described ; and in these, at the mutual distance of five or
six inches, are planted small cuttings of the turmeric root. Be-
tween every slip of turmeric is planted a seed of maize. Once in
three days, the squares are watered. At the end of the first month
the \Eec'ds are removed with a very small hoe, and a little dung is
given. In three months, the maize is ripe; but in this climate it
does not come to mnuch perfection. Each stem, in common, gives
only one head, and very rarely more than two. It can hardly be
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called an article of food; as the natives have a prejudice against
it, conceiving that it produces gripes. It is chiefly used by the
children, who eat it as those in Europe do parched pease. The gar-
deners generally exchange it with the farmers wives, giving from
20 to 40 heads for a Seer of Ragy. The straw is given to the gar-
dener’s cow, but is not reckoned wholesome food, which is probably
a great error. It is pulled out by the roots, and at the same time
the turmeric is cleaned, and obtains a little dung. The watering
is continued. In ten months it is ripe: it is then dug up, and di-
vided into two kinds, the large, and the small. The large roots are
cut into two or three pieces, put into cold water, and boiled for an
hour. They are then spread out to the sun for seven or eight days ;
and finally, in order to break off small lumps or fibres, they are
rubbed on the ground with the hand. They are then fit for sale,
and by being kept in the middle of a heap of Ragy are preserved
from worm-ecating. Some persons with the turmeric mix the legu-
minous plant called Arachis hypogea, which requires a longer time
to ripen than the maize does.

The small YVatam is the only machine for drawing water, that the
people of Silagutta use. They say that it can raise water from a
much greater depth, than a large one. Small Yatams can be used,
where from the surface to the water there is 7 men’s heiglit, or 36
feet 9 inches. This differs €ntirely from the opinion of the people
at Colar. The fact is, that both parties blindly follew custom, and
never have madeany comparative trial.

15th July.—1 went three cosses to the place which in our maps
is called Chinna Balabaram ; the nature of which name no one here
understands. By the Mussulmans it is called Chuta Balapour, and
the native appellationis Chica Bala-pura. The country the whole way
has been arable ; but at present a great part of it is uninhabited, and
one of the finest rice grounds that I have everseen above the Ghats
is quite waste. About forty years ago Chica Bala-pura belonged to
Nirayana Swimi, a Polygar, who possessed also Doda Bala-pura,
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of 100,000 Pagodas, or 33,579(. 0s. 4d. He resided chiefly at Chica
Bala-pura, and Nandi-durga was his principal strong-hold ; from
the strength of which he had been able to resist the power of the
Mussulmans of Sira. This place then contained a thousand houses
of merchants or traders; and, although not a fortress of much
strength, it wasa mart of great importance. Iyder, after reducing
the neighbouring countries, laid siege to it; and the Rgjd, unable
to resist, agreed to pay 100,000 Pagodas; but after some delay the
Mussulman was persuaded to go away with only 60,000. These
the Rd¢ja levied by a contribution from the merchants of this town,
which was not given without great reluctance, and is considered as
the commencement of their misfortunes. Soon after, the Rgjié of
Gutti coming to the assistance of his friend Ndrdyana Swdmi, that
Polygar became refractory, and again drew upon himself the ange:
of Hyder, who took all his forts, and expelled him from the country,
'The place continued to enjoy considerable prosperity under Hyder,
although, in consequence of the contribution exacted by the Rdjd,
many of the mercantile houses had withdrawn; for in India, as
elsewhere, merchants cannot endure to be taxed. They were soon
after entirely dispersed by the tyrauny of Zippoe; but he added
much to the ornament and strength of the fort. On the arrival of
Lord Cornwallis the Rdjé was reinstated ; and, after the retreat of
the British army, like the other Polygars who had been restored to
their countries, he refused submission to Tippoo. Ishmael Khan, the
father of one of the Sultan’s wives, was sent with an army to reduce
them. In besieging one of the forts he met with considerable loss;
and it was ohly from its ammunition having been exhausted, that
the place surrendered. It is said, that the garrison, consisting of
seven hundred men, obtained terms of capitulation which were not
observed ; the chief officers were hanged, and every soldier had
either a hand or a leg cut off with the large knife used by the
Madigaru, who in this country are the dressers of leather: the only
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favour shown to the garrison was the choice of the limb that was
to be amputated. A similar punishment was at the same time in-
flicted on 700 of the neighbouring farmers, who had occasionally
stolen into the place, and assisted in its defence. As they had no
means of stopping the hemorrhage, except by applying rags dipped
in boiled oil ; and as many were too poor, and the greater part, on
such an occasion, too friendless to procure assistance, a small pro-
portion only of these wretches survived. Some of them are here
now, and subsist by begging; and the messenger of Purnca, who
attends me, was presentat the exccution, as one of Zippor’s soldiers.
This barbarous punishiment had, however, the desired effect; and
every Polygar instantly quitted the country. In the last war, the
heir of the family returned, and for five months occupied the place.
The people here seem to be attached to him; but those of Silacutta
consider him as a ruffian, like most other Polygars. The Mysore
government offered him terms, which he despised. Rather than
accept of any thing less than what his family formerly possessed, he
preferred retiring to the countries ceded to the Nizam, where there
is a kind of licence for all manner of disorder.. '
The town is now beginning to revive; aud I am told, that both
it and the country round are more populous, and better cultivated,
than they were under Zippoo’s government; the vicinity of the
Nizam's dominions affording excellent means of obtatning a supply
of inhabitants. The trade is entirely confined to the purchase and
sale of articles produced in the neighbourhood, except that they
set some cotton-wool from the Nizam’s country, and send thither
some sugar and Jagory. The manufacture of sugar of a fine qua-
lity is in great perfection, but on a very confined scale, and is kept
a profound secret by a family of Brihmans. Weavers of white cot-
ton cloth are beginning to assemble, and fifteen houses of them are
now at work. The place contains 400 houses, of which no less than
100 are occupied by Brdhmans. Formerly they had a great extent
of charity lands; but, these having been all resumed, they are very
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poor. Most of them are Vaidika, and therefore few choose to follow
any useful profession. Thirty of the houses are of such high rank,
that they live entirely upon charity.

16th July.—I remained at Chica Bala-pura, where 1 find that a
large proportion of the inhabitants speak, as their native dialect,
the Telinga language; yet the Nardyana family were of Karnata ex-
traction. At this place the regulations of Krishna Rdyalu were
never received, owing perhaps to its having been in possession of

the Nirdyana family before it became subject to the yoke of the
Anagundi kings, who were of Telinga descent.

The Brahman who is here reckoned the most learned of the Sri
Vaishnavam sect says, that Rama Anwja Achdrya made 700 Sannydsis,
each of which had a Muta, or college, and 74 hereditary chiefs.
The Sannydsis are now reduced to five that are called thrones (Sin-
ghasanas); but the whole of the hereditary chiefs remain. About .
500 years ago a schism arose in the sect concerning the interpreta-
tion of certain of their books. Some of the Sarnyési and some of
the hereditary chiefs followed one interpretation, and some ano-
ther; and each was followed by the whole of the disciples belong-
ing to his college, or house. Hence the Sri Vaishnavam are divided
into ZTangalay and Wadagalay, who will neither eat together, nor
intermarry. The Sri Vaishnavams of the country south from the
Krishna river will not intermarry with either Smartal or Madual ;
but those from Gelconda are not so scrupulous; and many, who
originally came from that country, are now settled in these parts.
The differences between the two sects of dayngar consist in some
ceremonies: for instance, at prayers, the Wadagalay ring a bell,
which the Tangalay hold in abhorrence, Besides, the /Vadagalay
think, that in order to obtain future bliss, it is very necessary to
be regular in their devotions, and liberal in their charity to pious
Briéhmans. Their opponents attach less importance to those duties.
'This man denies that his sect ever bestow proper {/padésa on their
Stdra followers, or ever read proper Mantrams to them. These
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ceremonies are reserved for the three higher casts only; and of CHAPTER
these the second is entirely extinct. Those who are pretenders to JM
this rank are by the Brdhmans treated merely as Sidra. On solemn July 16,
occaslons the Panchingas, ov village astrologers, read some prayers

to the Sudras; but they are not taken from the Védas, and are con-

sideved as of very little efficacy. These Brdhmans do not consider
themselves as at all bound to instruct the Sddras, nor to prevent

them from offering bloody sacrifices to evil spirits.

According to my informer, the Adayngar always existed; but

before the time of Rdma Anuya, from the want of charity, they had
fallen into a low state ; for at that time the worshippers of Linge,
Jain, and Buddha, three of the twenty-one heretical sects, were
very numerouns, The hereditary chiefs do not send fixed deputies
to reside among their distant followers; but they occasionally send
agents to make circuits, bestow Chakréntikam, and receive charity.
My informer insists positively, that the Sannydsis never bestow
their Upadésa on any person, but their intended successor; lest the
Brdhman so dignified should establish a separate throne. Sometimes
the intended successor gets the Upadésa early, and 1s sent to travel
till his predecessor dies. The agents employed by the Sannydsis,
to prevent them from aspiring to the dignity of their masters, are
always married men.

The Numbi are an inferior order of Briéhmans, whose duty is to Numbi Bréke
act as Pujdrisin the temples. They are all Paidika, and never follow ™"
any worldly occupation; but are despised, on account of their re-
ceiving fixed wages for performing their duty. The other BrdAmans
originally, perhaps, all lived by begging, which is the proper occu-
pation of the cast, and the most dignified manner of living, as being
most agreeable to God; and in consequence acquired an hereditary
superiority over the Numbis, which is kept up even by the Lokika,
who have betaken themselves to worldly business, and who for
wages will serve even men. Whatever may be the cause, no Lokika,
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much less any Va'dika, will eat or intermarry with a Numbi; but
these receive the same Upadése with the others, and are permitted
to read the same books. They all marry, and their offices are he-
reditary. They are divided into two sects, that do not intermarry.
Those of the one act in the temples of Vishnu, and follow as Gurus
the heads of the Adyngar sect. The others are Pujaris in the tem-
ples of Iswara, and follow as Gurus the Smartal Sannyasis. The Ma-
dual have no Numbis; and their Gurus are the only persons of the
secct who perform the otfice of Pujdri in any temple.

The Adyngar say, that Para Brahma, Nardyana, or Vishnu, is the
supreme god. He is represented by images having one head, and
under that form is worshipped in all temples. He assumed four
areat forms, or dvatars, Anirudha, Pratimdna, Visudéva, and Sankar-
shana : the forms of these Avatirs may be seen in temples, but they
are only worshipped by the angels. The supreme deity then assumed
eleven incarnations, or inferior Avatdirs. Ten of these are the
common ohjects of worship with men; the eleventh, or Budha, is
held in abhorrence. Brakmd, the son of the supreme deity, was
born with five heads; but lost one of them in an intrigue which he
had with the wife of his son Iswara. He is represented in temples
with four heads; but his images are placed there merely as orna-
ments, and never occupy the sacred place where the object of wor-
ship stands. JIswara, the son of Brakmda, has five heads, and 1s held
in abhorrence by the Aiyngar, as being the husband of Parvati,
who has taken the form of many destructive spirits, such as Marima,
Putalima, and the like. Fear of immediate destruction sometimes
tempts the Adyngar to pray to the destroying powers; but in
general they pretend, that they are entirely occupied by thoughts
of happiness in the next world, which can only be procured by the
favour of the Avatars of Vishnu, or of their wives, all of whom are
incarnations of Mayd. The servants of the Avatdrs, such as Hanu-
manta, are not proper objects of worship; but some Numbis, in
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order to procure bread, officiate as priests in their temples; for the CHAPTER
populace believe, that these beings have the power of bestowing \’VN
temporal blessings. July 16.

The most learned Smartul heve say, that Para Brakma is the su- Doctrine of

preme god, and Mdiyd, or Sakti Prakriti, is his wife. They deny the the Simaral
four forms of God worshipped in heaven; but say, that from Méya
proceeded three great Awatdrs, of a good, of a kingly, and of a
destructive nature; and named Vishnu, Brahmd, and Iswara, orv
Siva. Vishnu has assumed a great number of inferior Avatirs, or
incarnations, of which however ten are more distinguished than
the others. The three Avatdrs, called Vishnu, Brahma, and Iswara,
are however to be considered as all the same with Para Brahma ;
and Puarvati, the wife of Siva, 1s the same with Mdysd. All the Sakiis
are a kind of Avatirs of Parvati; but Brdlhmans ought not to wor-
ship her under these forms. To obtain wisdom, the Smaeréal worship
Siva, and his wife Parvati; Ganéswara, their son, to prevent
him from obstructing. their views; and Fishnu, to obtain heaven.
They do not allow that there is any image of Pare¢ Brakma or Ne-
rayana; and say, that the image, so called by the Adyngar, is one
of the forms of Vishnu. This sect evidently believe in a kind of
Trinity, there being three forms, which are essentially the same,
and yet different; but their doctrine is very distinct from that
taught by Christians ; as they have in their supreme god-head a
male and a female power, from whence proceed three persons of
the male sex, accompanied also by three female persons, and the:
female is always called the Sakti, or power of the deity,

The Smartal say, that it was God who assumed the form of San- Sankara
kara Achdrya, and that he lived long before the time of Rdma Achdry.
Anyja. At that time all Brahmans were Smartal ; but the kings and
people were mostly followers of Buddha, or of the other heretical
sects.

All these Brahmans, when asked for dates, or authority, say, that
they must consult their books, which may be readily done; but:
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when I send my intcrpreter, who is also a Brahman, to copy the
dates, the Brakmans here pretend that their books are lost,

‘The Pacanat Jogies belong to a tribe of Telinga origin, that is
scattered all over the peninsula; and in their own language they
are called Jangalu. The proper business of their cast is the collect-
ing, preparing, selling, and exhibiting of the plants used in medicine.
As a guide in the practice of physic, they read the Vaidya Sastram,
which is written in the Zelinga language; and they also study the
Abara, which is the most approved dictionary, or school-book, in
that dialect. They are very poor, and go about the street, each
crying out the names of certain diseases, for which he pretends to
have a powerful specific. Their virtuous men, after death, are
supposed to become a kind of gods, and frequently to inspire the
living ; which makes them speak incoherently, and enables them to
foretel the event of diseases. Medicine, in this country, has indeed
fallen into the hands of charlatans equally impudent and ignorant,
Suchof the Jangalu as are too lazy and unskilled to practise physic, live
entirely by begging. In whatever country they have settled, they
can all, without distinction, intermarry ; which by their neighbours
1s looked upon as a great indecency, and as subversive of the purity
of cast. They keep as many wives as they can; and never divorce
them, adultery being either unknown, or not noticed. They da not
marry their girls till after the age of puberty, A widow cannot
take a second husband; but she is not expected to bury herself
with the body of her husband., They can lawfully eat sheep, goats,
hogs, fowls, and fish; and intoxicate themselves with spirituous
liquors, opium, and hemp. They have moveable huts, which they
pitch on the outside of towns, and wander about the country, selling
and collecting their drugs. Asses are their beasts of burthen.
They have no hereditary chiefs, but follow the advice of old men,
who have, however, no power of excommunication, They consider
Iswara and Vishnu as the same god, and, when in distress, pray men-
tally to these deities. They offer sacrifices to Gangoma, Yellama,

-
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Gorippa, &c. ; and in distress make vows of money to-Dharma Reja.
Their Guru is the Sri Shela Bichawutta, who sits on the Surya Sin-
ghdsana, or throue of the sun. He is a married man of hereditary
rank, and wears the Linga, of which the Jangalu are not considered
worthy. When one of them goes to the Guru, he makes a profound
reverence, and, according to his slender means, presents a small
sum, The Gury, in return, gives them some consecrated ashes of
cow-dung, with which they make the mark of Siva on their fore-
heads ; and he takes their beads in his hand, by which the prayers
repeated on them become more efficacious. At their marriages the
Panchanga reads prayers (Mantrams). At the Amacasya, or new
moon, they fast; but they observe no ceremony in honour of their
parents.

The Asagaru, Asagas, or washermen, in this country are of two
kinds, Sudra, and IVhalliaru. The former are of two nations, Telinga
and Karnata. These last are by far the most numerous; and, al-
though they will not intermarry with the Telinga washermen, yet
they will eat in common. They have no hereditary chiefs ; but the
collector of the district, who is appointed by the government, and
receives a salary, carries all complaints to the Cutwal of the Kasba,
or police officer of the chief town of the district, who settles them
according to custom. The washerman of every village, whose office
is hereditary, washes all the farmers clothes, and, according to the
number of persons in each family, receivesa regulated proportion of
the crop. Out of this he must pay to government a certain sum,
which in general is collected by the head washerman of the Kaséa.
They follow no profession but that of washing; and in all public
proccssions, arc bound, without reward, to carry a torch before the

images, and the chief officer of government. Both men and women -

wash. Their proper beasts of burthen are asses, each house keeping
for breeding and labour two or three she asses. The female colts
are reserved to keep up the breced; and the males are sold to the

Vor. L X x

337

CHAPTLR

V.
-~
July 16.

Customs of
the Asagaru,
or washer-
men.



338

CHAPTLR
V.

>
July 16.

A JOURNEY FROM MADRAS THROUGH

different petty traders that use this kind of cattle. The washermen
confine their marriages to a few families that they know to he of
pure descent. They marry a number or wives if they can afford it;
but that is seldom the case. The girls, even after the age of pu-
berty, continue to be marriageable; but cannot take a second huse
band. They can be divorced for no other cause than adultery.
None of them can read: in fact, although admitted to be Sudras,
they are a cast most deplorably ignorant. They never take the vow
of Daséri. They are allowed to drink spirituous liquors, and to eat
fish, fowls, and hogs; but will not touch carrion. They worship a
god called Bhima Dévaru, who is represented by a shapeless stone.
At Bangalore, and some other large towns, they have temples dedi-
cated to this god, and served by a Pidjari of their own cast, To
Bhima Dévaru they offer fruit, and solicit him not to burn or de-
stroy their cloth. They sacrifice animals to Ubbay; which, so far
as I can understand, means steam. They conceive that it is God
who makes their water boil, and occasionally burns their cloth;
and also that the steam, issuing from the water, is the more imme-
diate residence of the divinity, whom therefore they call Ubbay ;
but they believe Ubbay and Bhima to be the same. This seems to
be the proper worship of the cast; but they address themselves to
any other object of superstition that comes in their way, praying
to Vishnu and the other great gods, and sacrificing to Putalima
and the Saktis. These prayers and sacrifices seem intended merely
to procure temporal prosperity. Icould not perceive that they had
the smallest knowledge or belief of a state of future existence.
Their Gurus are of the Satdnana cast; but where they live, or what
they do, is to their followers totally unknown., They come round
occasionally, bestowing holy water, and getting food and money as
charity. The Panchinga attends at marriages, and tells them the
times of the new moon; at which period almost all Hindus observe

a fast in memory of their deceased parents. They say, that, as they
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-wash the clothes of the astrologer, or Panchinga, he occasionally
comes, and tells them some lies ; for that he is never at the trouble
of predicting the truth, except to those who are rich.

The Wully Tigulas, like the Vana Pallis, are a cast of Tamul, or
Tigula origin; and their only employment is the cultivation of
kitchen gardens. They have lost their original language; but
when there is a scarcity of girls here, they go down to the lower
Carnatic, and get wives from the parent stock. The menare allowed
a plurality of wives, and never divorce them, but content them-
selves with giving their females a good drubbing when they prove
unfaithful. The girls continue to be marriageable after the age of
puberty, and are very industrious in gathering the produce of the
garden, and in carrying it to market. They do not spin. This cast
has hereditary chiefs called Gaunda, which is the ZTumul name for
the head man of a village. None of them can read. With the Vana
Pallis they eat, but cannot intermarry. They are allowed to eat
animal food, but not to drink spirituous liquors. They bury the
dead, and have some faint notions of a future state; but rather as
a thing of which they have heard, than as a thing of which they
are firmly convinced, or in which they are much interested. They
take the vow of Daseri, which literally means service; the person,
who takes the vow, thereby dedicating himself to the service of
God. They are admitted into all temples, so that they are not con-
sidered of an impure descent; but they have no Guru. At the an-
nual commemoration of their deceased parents, the Panchinga reads
prayers (Mantrams), which they do not understand ; but at births,
marriages, or funerals, no such ceremony is required. They do not
observe the Amdvasyas. The cast god 1s Vencata Ramana, or the
Vishnu of Tripathi., When they go into a temple of this idol, they
give the priest some small money, and get in return holy water and
consecrated flowers. They offer sacrifices to the Saktis, and in fact
worship every thing they meet, which is called a deity.
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With a proper colony of Silagutia people, as there is plenty of water,
much land might be here converted into gardens. It is now waste,
having too hard a hottom for the cultivation of Ragy or sugar.

The sugar-candy made here is equal to the Chinese, and the
clayed sugar is very white and fine. The art was iutroduced by
the Sultan at Seringapatam, but was kept secret. Two Brahmans,
however, of this place obtained a knowledge of the art; but they
also are determined to keep it a secret. The price at which they
sell it totally precludes it from an extensive sale; as the Chinese
sugar-candy is now sold at Seringapatam, cheaper than the fine
sugar-candy of this place is sold on the spot. In Zippoo’s reign the
prohibition of commerce with the lower Carratic made the manu-
facture of importance. The actual price of the fine sugar-candy
made here is 10 Comphny’s Rupees a Maund of 241b. or 51 1s. 1d.
a hundred-weight ; and of the fine soft sugar, 20 Sultany Ianams a
Maund, or 31 2s. 72d. a hundred-weight, The common brown
sugar-candy, the original manufacture of thc country, sells for 5
Rupees the Maund, or 21. 108, 63d. the hundred-weight; and the
common brown soft sugar at 3 Rupees, or 1/ 10s. 4d.; the value of
the Rupee being taken at the exchange of Seringapatam. From the
farmers the sugar-makers purchase the juice of the cane, after it
has been boiled down to a certain degree; and pay 2 Rupees for
the produce of 1000 canes, which will make 2 Maunds, or 80 Seers,
of Jagory. This gives,

Of refined white sugar-candy 16 Seers - . £0 8 8
Of refined white soft sugar - 35 Seers - - 012 35
Of brown sugar-candy - 29 Seers - - 0 5 11%
Of brown soft sugar - 40 Seers - - 0 6 6
The cost of the materials 1s nearly - - - 0 4 4
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Either the expenses or.the profits of this manufacture, therefore,
are imimense. The fine white soft sugar is made up into a kind of
paste, which is put into moulds of a variety of forms, and thus
hardens into solid masses, that are presented to guests at marriages,
or on other great occasions; which seems to be the reason of the
enormous price of this manufacture. Lhe art of making this paste
is also a secret.

Having taken some of the cultivators to the cane-fields, they
showed me a plot which they said would produce a hundred
Maunds of Jagory ; and they observed, that every hole, in which
two cuttings are planted, should produce from 6 to 10 ripe canes.
By measuring this field, and allowing for the distance occupied by
each hole, 1 found that it would plant 8000 double cuttings; but,
as some holes fail entirely, I shall only take the average number of
caunes from each hole at between six and seven; and then the pro-
duce of the field will agree perfectly with the two Adaunds of Ja-
gory, stated by the sugar boilers to be what could be obtained from
1000 canes. I look upon this, therefore, as good data for a calculation;
and, extending the measurement, I find that the acre should produce
about 140 Maunds of Jagory, or 30 hundred-weight of this rude
material ; which is capable of being made intor 15 hundred-weight
of raw sugar, worth 224 15s. Of this, however, one third must
be deducted for the expense of manufacture, leaving 157 3s. 4d.
an acre to be divided between the government and cultivator.
Of this the government nominally gets one half; but the deduc-
tions made on a division are very great. Some sugar-land here is
watered by the machine called Yatam, an expense which it can well
bear. In this case, the farmer, for his additional trouble, gets one
quarter of the government’s share..

The sugar mills which the people here, as well as every where in
the Sira Subadary, use, are two cylinders wrought by a perpetual
screw, and two hullocks (Figure 34); but seven times in the 2“4
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hours the bullocks are changed. The mill goes night and day ; and,
by the labour of 14 bullocks, expresses 7000 canes, which produce
14 Maunds of Jagory, or 7 Maunds of raw sugar, equal to 13 hun-
dred-weight. To any one of our /Vest India planters, the wretched
state of mechanics among the Hindus will, from this, be very evi-
dent; yet, miserable as this machine seems to be, it appears to me
better adapted for the purpose to which it is applied, than the mill
in use at Chenapatam. So far as a very slight knowledge of Jumaica
will enable me to judge, the sugar planters of the Hest Indies have
a decided advantage over those of Hindustan in climate, soil, car-
riage, and skill both in agriculture and mechanics; but the enor-
mous price of labour must always be a heavy drawback on them,
while they continue the present system of keeping up the popula-
tion by slaves imported from Africa.

17th July.—In the morning I went three cosses to Blidi-caray, a
small fortified village situated on the side of Nandi-durga, which
is opposite from Chica Bala-pura. 1 passed through among the hills
by the side of Chin'-raya-conda ; from whence, 1t s said, springs the
Pennar, or, the Utara Pindkani, as it is called in the Sanskrit. This
river runs toward the north; and the Paler, which springs tfrom
Nandi, runs to the south. These hills may therefore be looked upon
as the highest part of the country in the center of the land, south
from the Krishna. The sources of the Kévéri and Tungabhadra,
towards the western side, are probably higher.

Among the hills of Nandi-durga is much fertile land, now covered
with Bamboos, and useless trees ; but which, with a little encourage-
ment, might be brought into cultivation: this, however, would be
improper, until there be a number of people, and a quantity of
stock, sufficient to occupy all the lands that have formerly been
cultivated, but are now waste. Such, at least, is the opimion of the
Amildar, who is a sensible man,

I took an opportunity, in company with this Amildar, of examin-
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ing into the management of the Lac insect; and for this purpose
we collected all the people who follow that employment. I have
always found, that the more of any class of people were assembled,
the more likely I was to get just information : not that all of them
spoke; some one or two men generally answered my questions ;
but they did it without fear of reflexions from those wha might
otherwise have been absent ; as every one, if he chose, had an oppor-
tunity of speaking. The Hindus of all descriptions, so far as I have

observed, are indeed very desirous of having every kind of business.

discussed in public assemblies.

The pcople who manage the Lac insect, in the hills near Nandi-
durga, are of the cast called Woddaru ; and for the exclusive use
of the trees they pay a rent to government. The tree on which
the insect feeds is the Jale, which is ncarly related to the Seul of
Bengal, or the Skorea of Gwrtner, and perhaps the Vatica Chinesis
of Linnzeus. All the trees that [ saw here were small, not exczed-
ing eight or ten feet in height; and their growth was kept down
by the insect and its managers; for this size answers best. The
tree, left to itself, grows to a large size, and is good timber. Ior
feeding the insect, it thrives very well in a dry barren soil; and is
not planfed, but allowed to spring up spontancously as nature di-
rects. It is often choked by other trees, and destroyed by Bam-
boos, which, by rubbing one against another, in this arid region,
frequently take fire, and lay waste the neighbouring woods. By
removing all other trees from the places where the Jala naturally
grows, and perhaps by planting a few trees on some other hills,
and protecting them from being choked as they gradually propa-
gate themselves, the Lac insect might be raised to any extent on
lands now totally useless, and never capable of being reudered
arable. In Kartika, or from about the middle of October to the
middle of November, the Lac is ripe. At that time it surrounds
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almost every small branch of the tree, and destroys almost every

leaf. The branches intended for sale are then cut off, spread out
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on mats, and dried in the shade. A tree or two, that are fullest of
the insect, are preserved to propagate the hreed; and of those a
small branch is tied to every tree in the month Chaitra, or from
abont the middle of March to the middle of April; at which time
the trees again shoot out young branches and leaves. The Lac dried
on the sticks is sold to the merchants of Balahari, Gutti, Banga-
lore, &c.; and according to the quantity raised, and to the demand,
varies in price, from 5 to 20 Fanams a Maund. This is what is called
stick-lac. In my account of Bangalore, I have given the process for
dyeing with this substance ; which, after the dye has been extracted,
1s formed into seed and shell lac.

I found the country beyond the hills more desolate than that

near Chica Bala-pura.  One third of what has formerly been cul-

tivated is not occupied; many of the villages are entirely de-

serted, and have continued so ever since the invasion of Lord
Cornwallis. The people say, that they were then afilicted with five
great evils: .a scarcity of rain, followed by that of corn; and three
iuvading, and one defending army, all of which plundered the
country, and prevented grain from being carried from places where
it might have been procured ; but, in destruction, the armies of the
Maratiahs, and of the Sultan, were eminently active; and the
greater part of the people perished from want of food. In this last
war they met with no disturbance from the armies; but three
fourths of their cattle perished by discase. This was not owing to
a want of forage, of which there was pleaty ; but is by the natives
attributed to an infection, which was propagated from the cattle
of the armies besieging Seringapatam. DBetween Colar and Chica
Bala-pura the disease has this year again made its appearance; but
it has not yet come to this side of the hiils.

The whole land near Bhidi-caray has formerly been cultivated ;
and the champaign country seems to extend far to the westward,
where, at the distance of thirty-two miles, Siva-ganga rears its co-
nical head. The Ragy is now coming up, and makes a wretched
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appearance; for in every field there is more grass than corn, CHAPTER
Notwithstanding the many ploughings, the fields are full of grass- V.
roots, which are indeed of great length, very tenacious of life, July17.
sprout at every joint, and are of course difficult to remove; but

a good harrow would effect much., The farmers of this country

are abundantly industrious; but their want of skill is conspicuous

in every operation,
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CHAPTER VL

FROM DODA BALA-PURA TO SIRA,

CHAPTER ’I‘HE 18th July 1 went two cosses to Burra, Pedda, Doda, or

VI
A Ve
July 18,

Doda Balge
purd.

Great Bala-pura, as it is called in the Mussulman, Zelinga,
Karnata, and English languages. All the country through which I
passed has formerly been under cultivation; but now it is almost
entirely unoccupied.

On the dissolution of the Fijaya-nagare kingdom, Nardyana
Swami, the Polygar of Bala-pura, assumed independency; and in
the fort, remains of his castle, surrounded as usual by temples, may
still be traced. On the invasion by the Mogul army under Cossim
Khin, the Polygar was obliged to give up this open part of his
country, and to retire to Chica Bala-pura, situated nearer his strong-
holds. Doda Bala-pura formed then one of the seven districts of
the Sira government ; but it was soon wrested from the Mussulmans
by the Marattaks. On their decline again, after the battle of Pan-
niput, it was seized by the Nizam, who gave it as a Jaghir, or fey,
to Abbass Khuli Khan, a native of the place. He enlarged the fort
to its present size, made very good gardens after the Mussulman
fashion, and built a palace with all conveniencies suitable to his
rank. On the growth of Hyder’'s power, however, he was under
the necessity of giving up the place without resistance; but not
choosing to enter into that adventurer’s service, whom he con-
sidered as his inferior in rank, he returned with his children into
the lower Carnatic, and entered into the service of the Nabob of
Arcot. One of his wives and her grandson refused to follow him;

and these live now in the fort upon a small pension that was granted

them by Hyder, and which has been continued by the Company.
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The fort, considering that it is built entirely of mud, is very large,
and very strong. All within, as usual, is a sad heap of rubbish and
confusion. The Assur Khana of Abbass Khuli Khin is however a
handsome building. In this kind of temple the Mussulnans of the
Decan, infected by the superstition of their neighbours, worship
Allak under the form of a human hand, painted on a board between
two figures that represent the sun and moon.

One side of the fort is surrounded by gardens; and the other
three sides by the town of Bale-pura, which contains 2000 houses,
and is fortified with a mud wall and hedge. In this town was born
Meer Saduc, the detestable minister of the late Sultan. He adorned
his native place by a garden, which, together with that of Abdass
Khuli Khan, is kept up by the Rdja.

19th and 20th July.—I remained at Doda Bala-pura, making some
inquiries.

The Gollaru, or, as they are called in their own language, the
Gollawanlu, are a tribe of Telingana descent, and must be distin-
guished from the Cadu, or Carridy Goalaru, who keep cattle; with
whom they neither eat in common, nor intermarry. They are one
of the tribes of Sidra, whose duty it is to cultivate the ground, and
to act as the village militia. This cast has, besides, a particular
duty, the transporting of money, both belonging to the public and
to individuals. It is said, that they may be safely intrusted with
any sum ; for, each man carrying a certain value, they travel in
bodies numerous in proportion to the sum put under their charge;
and they consider themselves bound in honour to diein defence of
their trust; of course, they defend themselves vigorously, and are
all armed ; so that robbers never venture to attack them. They
have hereditary chiefs called Gotugaru, who with the usual council
settle all disputes, and punish all transgressions against the rules of
cast. The most flagrant is the embezzlement of money intrusted to
their care. On this crime being proved against any of the cast,
the Gotugaru applies to the dmildar, or civil magistrate, and, having
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CHAPTER obtained his leave, immediately causes the delinquent to be shot.
VL Smaller offences are atoned for by the guilty person giving an en-
July19,20. tertainment. In cases of adultery, the chief collects four elders,
who admonish the woman to a more decent conduct. If she be
repentant, the husband takes her back; but if she be impudent, he
divorces her. After the age of puberty the girls continue to be
marriageable, and a man may marry as many of them as he can
maintain, or procure; for the former is not difficult, the women
being very industrious, both in the field and i spinning. They
are divided into several families, Mutsarlu, Beinday, Molu, Sadala-
wanlu, Perindafu, and Toralay. These are like the Gétrams of the
Brahmans ; the intermarriage of two persons of the same family
being considered as incestuous. They call the proper god of the
cast Krishna Swdmi, who is one of the incarnations of Visanu ; and
they allege, that he was born of their cast both by father’s and
mother’s side. 'The Bréhmans allege, that the mother of this great
warrior was of the Goala, or cow-keeper cast; in which, perhaps,
they are well founded; and they pretend, that a Bréhman con-
descended to impregnate her, which is not improbable. The Gol-
lawanlu offer sacrifices to the Saktis. They pray to Kdla Bhairava
(terrific time); but the women do not appease his wrath by sacri-
ficing their fingers, like the female Morasu above described. They
think, that after death good men become a kind of gods ; and they
offer sacrifices to these spirits : bad men become devils. They know
nothing of transmigration. They bury the dead, and sometimes
take the vow of Dadseri. They are allowed to eat animal food,
and to drink spirituous liquors. Although their Guru wears the
Linga, they do not. He is a Jangama, named Malaiswara Swéimi,
who lives at Mapdkdli Conda, about 14 miles north from hence.
On his followers he bestows holy water ; and for every marriage
accepts of a Fanam, although he does not attend the ceremony. This
tribe seems not to be much attached to any sect; as its members
also take holy water from the Gurus of the A ayngar Brahkmans,
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MYSORE, CANARA, AND MALABAR.

and bestow on those persons charity in money and grain. At their CHAPTER
marriages, at the new moons, at births, and at the Todanu, as the s
annual commemoration of the death of their parents is called in J8}y 19, 20.

the 7elinga language, the Panchdnga, or village astrologer, reads
prayers (Mantrams), which are by them reckoned of great efficacy,
as they are 1 a language which they do not understand.

The Cunsa Woculigaru are a tribe of Sidra of Karnata descent,
who are properly cultivators, and who formed a part of the Can-
dashara, or native militia. Their hereditary chiefs are called Gaudas,
whether they are head-men of villages or not. The Gauda by ex-
communication, or by the mulct of an entertainment, settles dis-
putes, and punishes transgressions against the rules of cast. In
cases of adultery, the head-man, assisted by his council, inquires
into the matter. If the man has been of the same cast, the adul-
teress is only reprimanded, the husband of course retaining the
power of giving her corporal punishment, although he rarely pro-
ceeds to such extremities; but if the man has been of a strange
cast, the adulteress is excommunicated. They can all intermarry,
and the men are allowed to take several wives. The women are
very industrious spinners, and labourers in the field, and continue
to be marriageable after the age of puberty. Widows ought to be
buried alive with their husband’s bodies; and some of the more
strict people regret that the custom has become entirely obsolete.
They are allowed to eat animal food, but not to drink spirituous
liquors. Some of them can read, and write accompts. They all
worship the Saktis, by sacrificing animals, which they afterwards
eat. They believe, that after death the spirits of good men become
a kind of gods, and, by sending dreams, warn men of what is to
happen. Bad men, after death, become devils, but have no power
over the living. To the sainted spirits they offer sacrifices. Some
of them take the vow of Ddseri, and some pray to Dharma Rdja.
The Panchinga, or village astrologer, reads Mantrams to them at
marriages and births, and in some places attends at the annual
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CHAPTER commemoration of their parents’ death; but in other places those

VI
Ay,
}uly 19, 20.

Customs of
the Lali-
Gundare.

who have taken the vow of Ddseri attend at this ceremony. They
are divided into two religions. One sect worships Sive : these do not
wear the Linga; but their Guru isa Lingabanta Einaru, called Nan-
Jaya, who lives near Colar: he comes occasionally, distributing holy
water, and accepting charity. The other sect worships Fishnu, and
follows the hereditary chiefs of the A'ayngar, who on their occa-
sional visits distribute holy water, and accept of charity.

The Lali-Gundaru deny their being Siidras, and say that they are
Linga Banijigas; but that race will neither eat in their houses, nor
give them their girls in marriage. They are a tribe of Karnataka
descent. They are farmers, bullock-hirers, gardeners, builders of
mud walls, and traders in straw and other small merchandize : but
they never take service as Batigaru, or hinds. They have hereditary
chiefs called Liyamédnas; who, as usual, with the assistance of a
council, settle disputes, and punish transgressions against the rules
of cast, by muleting the offender in an entertainment, or by a tem-
porary excommunication. In cases of adultery, the chief and his
council first investigate the business. If they find it proved, that a
woman has been guilty of a connexioen with a man of a strange
cast, the priest (/¥odear) is called, and in his presence she is ex-
communicated ; but, if she has only betowed her favours on a man
of the cast, her husband turns her away, and she may live with any
unmarried person of the cast as a concubine. The men are allowed
to have a number of wives ; and even after the age of puberty the
women continue to be marriageable. The sex are very industrious,
bath at spinning, and working in the fields. This cast bury the dead;
and, although they offer sacrifices to the Saktis, are not allowed
either to drink spirituous liquors, or to eat animal food. They pray
to the spirits of good men, thinking that they are the occasion of
dreams which foretel future events; but they know not what be-
comes of the spirits of bad men after death. Some of them are
worshippers of Vishnu, and some of Iswara. The Guruof the former
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is a Sri Vaishnavam Brahman residing at dhobalim. 'The Guru of
the Siva side lives at Meilar, and is called Linguppa. He wears the

Linga, as do also his followers; and he is a Sannydsi, but of what Jvly19,20.

kind the people here do not know. In his excursions, which do
not happen above once in ten years, he distributes holy water, and
receives contributions under the name of charity. It is at their
marriages ouly that the Panchanga reads Mantrams.

I have already mentioned the customs of the Nagaratras, ov Customs of

Bheri, who worship Pishnu, and of those who worship Sive without
wearing the Linga. Ihad here an opportunity of examining those
who wear that indecent badge of their religion. They will neither
eat nor intermarry with either of the other two sects; but the
whole submit to the authority of the same hereditary chiefs, what-
ever their religious opinions may be. They say, that all Bleri were
formerly of the Vishnu side, and that about five hundred years ago
they separated from it. Yet they contend, that even before this
secession, they and all other Nagarataru were under the authority
of Dharma Siva Achdrya, a Smartal Sannydsi residing in the lower
Carnatic. Tor this extraordinary circumstance they can assign no
reason. This Brahman at their marriages bestows on them a thread,
like that which is worn by the three higher casts; for they pretend
to be Vaisyas. For each thread, which ever after marriage they
continue to wear, they pay one Fanam, Under the name of Dharma
(duty), they also give contributions to this Bréiman whenever he
comes to the place. On such accasions he punishes by whip and
fine all those who have transgressed aguinst the rules of cast. They
are alsa subject to Muniswara Swdmi, a person of their cast, ‘who
lives at Baswana-pura, near Cangundy, in the Bdra Mahdl, He be-
stows on them the Linga, and an Upadésa ; but his power in punish-

ing for delinquencies extends only to fines. The first Munisware
Swami is believed to have sprung from the earth at Kalydna Pat-
tana ; and his successors acknowledge no superiors, but are con-
sidered as Jswara in a human form. The office is hereditary, and of
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course the Swami marvies, The eldest son, on the death of his fa-
ther, becomes an incarnation of Siva ; while the younger brothers
are considered merely as holy men, but follow begging as their
profession ; for in this country that is esteemed the most honourable
employment. They reside in the Matam, or college, with their
brother, and accompany him in his travels among the disciples.
The daughters of this sacred family never marry persons of lower
birth ; but when there is a scarcity of women for the use of the
men, they condescend to take the daughters of the Emulnaru, who
among this sect are a kind of nobility. These do not intermarry
with the populace; but they follow lay professions, and are not in
exclusive possession of the office of hereditary chief. In the two
other sects of this cast, there are no Emulneru. The Bréhman Guru,
and Muniswara Swami, are considered as of equal rank. The Lin-
gabanta Jangamas ave not by this cast considered as their Gurus;
but they receive charity, by which a kind of authority is implied.
They give nothing to the Dévdnga Jangamus. They do not know
that Muniswara Swami is possessed of any books: when he bestows the
Linga, he prays extemporarily in the vulgar tongue, At marriages,
and the ceremontes which are performed for their deceased parents,
the Panchinga and mendicant Brdhmans attend, and read Man-
trams. On these occasions the Jangamas also attend, and besides
receive the whole profit of births and funerals. They bury the
dead, and their widows ought to accompany them in the grave;
but this custom has become obsolete. Widows cannot marry again:
such an action, indeed, teing considered as intolerably infamous,
my informers lost all patience when I asked the question. The men
are allowed a plurality of wives, but cannot divorce them for any
cause except adultery. They are not allowed to eat animal food,
nor to drink spirttuous liquors,

I here find, that besides the tradesmen, there are three divisions
among the W halliaru ; and that the customs of each differ consi-

the Whallias. derably in different villages, as might be naturally expected among
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a people who have no written rule, There are two tribes of /Fhal-
Las that speak the language of Karnata ; oue called simply Kernata,
and the other Morasu IWhalliaru. These last deny that they have
any Guru; but say, that they give presents to the priest at the
temple of Kdla Bhairava. They offer sacrifices to the Sazktis, to whom
they are never Pujdris ; and in this place they never take the vow
of Daseri. 'The Karnata Whalliaru say, that they have a god named
Cadr: Singuppa, which is one of the names of Vishnu. The Pujdri at
this idol’s temple is a Vaishnavam, and acts as their Guru. He sends
annually a deputy to bestow holy water, and receive charity. They
also sacrifice to the Sakiis. The Teliga Whalliare call themselves
Maliwanlu, and retain the 7elinga language. Their religion here is

the same with that last mentioned. They have no idea of a future
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state. They never marry two wives; but, to keep up the family, if .

the wife has no children, they may take one concubine. Some
men do not marry, and these may keep as many concubines as they
please. The Gotugaru, or chief of the cast, here, is not an here-
ditary office, but a person appointed by the Amildar to collect the
house-rent. He is a Parriar from the lower Carnatic; for, as I have
bLefore observed, the Parriar of the Twnuls, is the same cast with
the Whalliaru of Karnate, and the Maliwanlu of Telingana. lle
settles all disputes; and on all delinquents imposes a mulct of an
entertainment.

The Zeliga Dévangas of the Siva sect intermarry with those wlho
worship Pishnu ; and the wife always adopts the religion of her
husband. Even after the age of puberty the women may marry;
and, except for adultery, cannot be divorced. Polygamy is allowed
to the men, but they do not confine their women. Widows were for-
merly expected to bury themselves alive with their husbands bodies,
but the custom has become obsolete. The peeple of this cast are al-
lowed to eat animal food ; but not to drink spirituous liquors. They
offer sacrifices to the Saktis, and have the same opinion concerning 4
future life, that the Canare Dévingas entertain. They can read

Yor. I. Zz
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; CHAPTER and write accompts. Although they do not wear the Linga, they
1 Vﬁ\/ reject the Brahmans as Gurus, and follow Cori- Baswa Uppa, who
! July 19,20. admonishes them to wash their heads, and to pray to Iswara. He
i as usual receives Dharma, or charity, and on every marriage has a
small fee. At births, marriages, funerals, new moons, and the an-
nual celcbhration of their parents’ decease, the Panchinga reads
‘i Mantrams ; but the Jangamas share in the profits, as on all these
I : occasions they receive charity.
Smartal I found here three Smartal Brahmans, who were reckoned men of
ﬁfﬁﬁgf{ of learning. They said, that the sacred cast is divided into at least
| :l‘::nf::::('){l two thousand tribes, which, from hatred to one another, never in-
! called Gé-  termarry; for they might do so without infringing the rules of
} fram. cast. It is considered as incestuous for two persons of the same
Gitram to intermarry. The origin of the Gétrams is thus explained.
The first Brahmans that sprung from the head of Brakmé4 when he
Rishis. created mankind are still alive, and are called Rishis. They are
endowed with wonderful powers, being able to induce the gods
to perform whatever they please. This power they obtained by long
fasting and prayer; and they continue to pass their time in these
exercises, living in very retired places, and having been very sel-
dom seen, especially in these degenerate days. Each of these Rishis
had children, and each became thus the founder of a Gétram ; all
his descendants in the male line constituting one family. Every
Gétram possesses Vaidika, Lokika, and Numbi, or Siva- Brahmana, as
this last set are called by the Smartal.

Commerceof ~ Merchants from Zudepatry, on the Pennar river, come to Doda
Dede Bala-

they take away Jagory and cash. The merchants of Saliem bring
muslins, cotton cloths with red borders, blue cotton cloths, and tur-
bans: they take away money, with which they repair to Bangalore,
and purchase betel-nut. From Naragunda, in the Duab, merchants
bring blue cotton cloth, cotton thread, Terra japonica, and dates:
they take away Jugory and cash; with which, on the road back

pura. Bala-pura, and bring chintses, muslins, turbans, and handkerchiefs:
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they purchase coco-nuts. From Chintamony, north frem Colar,
merchants bring coloured cotton cloths with silk borders, muslins,
turbans, and coarse cloths made by the Togotas and Whalliaru ; and
they take back cash. The manufacturers of the place carry their
cloths to Seringapatam. All the cotton wool is imported by mer-
chants from Balahar: and Naragunda, who take back Jagory and
cash. The commerce of the place is inconsiderable; the traders
seem to want enterprise, and never venture from home; but they
complain of the want of capital. The Sultan, after having as usual
distressed them, by forcing upon them a quantity of goods at an
extravagant rate, removed them to a new town which he was
building at Nendi-durga ; and they had thrown most of their valu-
able effects into that fortress when it was stormed by the army of
Lord Cornwallis. By these misfortunes they are reduced to great
poverty. Five years ago, the Sultan having then given up the ca-
price of a new town, they were allowed to return home.

There are here many kitchen gardens, which pay a higher rent
than the ground employed for the cultivation of grain. This soil
is rather poor, but the water is near the surface. They do not cul-
tivate Ragy, wheat, nor turmeric; and the most valuable produc-
tions that they have are onions, garlic, and capsicum. The maize
thrives better than at Silegutta, growing seven or eight feet high,
and producing four or five heads. The gardeners, however, remove
all except one; and allege, that the plaut is not able to bring more
to perfection. The same prejudice against the grain prevails here,
as elsewhere in this country. When I asked if they ever made it
into flour, my question was considered as a joke, or perhaps as an
absurdity, at which the people could not help laughing. As a se-
cond crop, radishes follow maize.

The Amildar is endeavouring to introduce the manufacture of
sugar. He has made advances to the Brdimans who understand
the art; and, to begin the experiment, has planted 50,000 holes.
He thinks to be able to undersell the sugar-candy of China at
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Seringapatam. He says, that the manner of refining the raw sugar
is by boiling it with milk ; which, by its coagulation, would no
doubt answer the purpose, but the process must be expensive.

In some places of this vicinity, the ground for sugar-cane is wa-
tered by the machine which the Mussulmans call Puckally, and the
natives Capily. It consists of two bags of skin raised by a cord
passing over a pulley, and drawn by two oxen, or buffaloes, de-
scending on an inclined plane. The great imperfection of this
contrivance seems to be, that the cattle are forced to reascend the
inclined plane backwards; but it appears to be a manner of raising
water very capable of being improved, so as to become highly va-
luable. One man manages both the cattle; but these work only
one half of the day; so that the Puckally requires the labour of
one man and four beasts. The cultivators here reckon, that one
Puckally will raise as much water as nine men working with the
largest Yatam, on which two men work the lever; or as seven men
each working a single Yatam, This seems to confirm my opinion
of the superiority of this last mentioned machine. The cost of the
cattle is not reckoned to be more than that of one man, as they get
no other provision than the straw of the farm, which they convert
into manure, and which would otherwise be lost. Those who raise
sugar-cane have two fields, on which they alternately raise that
plant and Ragy. If they use the Capily for watering their cane,
they pay a money-rent, which 1s reduced in proportion to their
trouble; but if they obtain a supply of water from a reservoir, the
government takes one half of the crop.

Above the Ghats asses are a kind of cattle much used. Every
washerman keeps three or four females, and a male. The super-
fluous males, as I have had occasion to mention, are sold to various
kinds of petty traders. The breed is very small, no pains being
taken to improve it; nor indeed to keep it from growing worse,
unless it may be considered as having already arrived at the ulti-
mate degree of imperfection. For the purpose of breeding mules,
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the late Swultan introduced some fine asses from Arabia; but the
prejudices of his subjects were so strong, that nothing could be
done. The animal is indeed considered so impure, as to be beneath
the notice of every person who has any kind of claim to rank ; and
my questions on the subject were rather disagreeable. Black asses
are not uncommon, and white ones are somctimes to be seen; but
neither constitute a different breed. The asses get nothing to eat,
except what, in the intervals of labour, they can pick up about the
village. When the crop is on the ground, they are tied up at night .
but at other seasons they are allowed to roam about, and, in order
to prevent them from wandering too far, their fore fect are tied
together, The males are never castrated, and the best are always
sold off by the washermen, which are principal causes of the dege-
neracy of the breed. At three years of age the females begin to
breed, and some have every year a colt, while others breed once
only in three years. The colt sucks, till its mother is again big.
‘The idea of the milk being ever used by men is reckoned too ab-
surd to be credible. A common mark of disgrace for criminals is
the being forced to ride on an ass; and even the washermen are
unwilling to acknowledge that they ever defile themselves so far
as to ride on this animal. A good male, three or four years old,
sells for 10 Fanams (6s. 81d.) ; a female of the same age sells for
the same price. An ass’s burthen is reckoned thirty-six Seers of
Ragy, or about 761b.; with which they will daily travel two cosses,
or nearly seven miles.

31st July.—I went five cosses to Tonday Bava, uear Mahd-kili-
durga, passing chiefly through a barren hilly country, totally uncul-
tivated, and covered with bushes or coppice-wood. It is partof a
hilly chain that comes toward the west from the north of Colar,
and meets at right angles the chain that extends north from Ca-
pala-durga. ‘This chain running east and west is called a Ghat, and
the country to the north of it is said to be below the Ghals. The
whole of it is watered by brauches of the Utara Pindkant, or Pennar.
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The nature of the crops here is very different from that in the sou-
thern parts of the country.

The Baydaru ave of two kinds, Karnata, and Telinga. The for-
mer wear the Linga, and are said to be numerous near Raya-durga.
Those in the north-eastern parts of the AMysore Réja’s dominions
are of Telinga descent, and retain that language. They scem to be
the truc Sidra cultivators and military of Telingdna, and to have
been introduced in great numbers into the southern countries of
the peninsula, when these became subject to Andray or Telingina
princes. The Telinga Baydas neither intermarry, nor eat in common
with those of Karnata extraction. Among themselves they can all
eat together; but, in order to keep up the purity of the race, they
never marry, except in families whose pedigree is well known.
Like the Brdhmans, they are divided into a number of families, of
which a male and female can never intermarry. They have also
among them arace of nobles called Chimalas. Among these are the
hereditary chiefs, who punish transgressions against the rules of
cast, and who are called Gotugaru. From this class of nobles were
also appointed the feudal lords, vulgarly called Polygars; but who
assumed to themselves the Sanskri¢ title of Sansthanika. Civil dif-
fercnces inthis tribe are made up inassemblies of the heads of fami-
lies, the hereditary chiefs having become almost extinct. No heavier
punishment was ever inflicted by these than the mulct of an enter-
tainment. The Baydaru ought by birth to be soldiers, and hunters
of tigers, boars, deer, and other noble game, and ought to support
themselves by cultivating the ground. They are both farmers and
hinds, and sometimes act as Talliari, a low village officer. They are
permitted to eat fowls, sheép, goats, hogs, deer, and fish, and to
drink spirituous liquors. The men are allowed to take many wives,
but can only divorce them for adultery. The women are very in-
dustrious, both at home and in the field ; and even after the age of
puberty continue to be marriageable. Widows are not expected to
sacrifice themselves to the manes of their husbands; but they
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MYSORE, CANARA, AND MALABAR.

cannot marry a seconrd time. In some families of the Baydary,
however, they may be received as concubines. They bury the dead.
They believe, that after death wicked men become devils, and that
good men are born again in a human form. The spirits of men who
die without having married, become Virika; and to their memory
have small temples and images erected, where offerings of cloth
rice, and the like, are made to their manes. If this be neglected,
they appear in dreams, and threaten those who are forgetful of
their duty. These temples consist of a heap, or cairn of stones, in
which the roof of a small cavity is supported by two or three flags ;
and the image Is a rude shapeless stone, which is occasionally oiled,
as in this country all other images are. Female chastity is not at
all honoured in this way, Thissuperstition seems rather local, than
as belonging tothis cast; for it is followed by all the Sidras of this
part of the country, and I have not observed it any where else. The
Baydaru, in consequence of vows made in sickness, take Daseri,
that is, dedicate themselves to the service of God, both perpetual
and temporary. The proper god of the cast is Trimule Dévaru, to
whom a celebrated temple 1s here dedicated. It is an immense
mass of granite on the summit of a low hill. Under one side of it
is a natural cavity, which is painted red and white with streaks of
reddle and lime. In this cavity is placed a rude stone, as the em-
blem of the god; and it is attended by a priest or Pujair: of the
cast called Satdnana. To this place all the Baydaru of the neigh-
bourhood once a yearresort, The Pyjdri then dressessome victuals;
and having consecrated them, by placing them before the idol, he
divides them among the people. 7rimula, it must be observed, is
the name of the hill at Tripathi, on which the celebrated temple of
Vishnu, under the name of Pencaty Ramana, is bailt. The Baydaru
never pray to any of the Saktis, except Mgrima, who inflicts the
small-pox on those who offend her. To this terrible power they
offer sacrifices, and eat the flesh. Their Guru is Trimula Tata Achd-
rya, an hLereditary chief of the Sri Vaishnavam Brd/onans, who gives
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CHAPTER them Chakrdntikam, Upadésa, and holy water, and, when he visits

the place, receives from each person one Fanam. At marriages,
and at the annual commemoration of deceased parents, the Parn-
chinga acts as Puréhita.

22d July.—I went three cosses to Assauru, a village inhabited by
cultivators, and said to contain five hundred houses, but which looks
wretchedly poor. On the way, we passed a place which, although
not so large, was better built. It is called Bomma Samudra. ‘The
country in general is level, but contains several ridges of barren
hills. It isintersected by the channels of several mountain tor-
rents, which are wide, and full of sand ; but even now they contain
no water. I am informed, that sometimes, for a little while after
very heavy rains, they are full. The soil in many places is a rich
black clay ; and, there being no made roads in any part of this
country, the travelling in the rainy season is very bad. The culti-
vation is wretched, and slovenly; a great deal, that has formerly
been cultivated, is now waste ; and much that appears to possessa
very good soil has never been reclaimed. I observed several of the
reservoirs out of repair. The people attribute this state of the
country, partly to the oppression of the former government, and
partly to an uncominon scarcity of rain that has prevailed for ten
years, The width and dryness of the channels made by the tor-
rents of former seasons seem to confirm the last mentioned cause.
They say, that the country does not want people; but that, by long
sufferings, they are disheartened from working. Last year they had
no sickness among their cattle, but this fatal disorder has now begun
to make its appearance. .

23d July.—1 went three cosses to Dodu Bailea, a fortified village
inhabited by farmers, which contains about fifty houses. By the
way I passed two other such places, near which there was some cul-
tivation; but the whole of the other parts of the country was
covered with bushes or coppice-wood. The ground was no where
too steep for cultivation ; and, except in a few stony places, the soil
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seemed tolerably good. I saw no appearance of its ever having CHAPTER

been cultivated. There is here a small river, from the bed of which,
as from the channel of the Palar at Vellore, trenches may be drawn,
so as at all seasons to give the fields water. At present it contains
no water above ground. Many of the torrents between this and
the Pennar, in the newly acquired dominions of the Nizam, afford
a similar supply of water. Inothers, the streams are shut up by dams
or Anacuts, and forced into large reservoirs. The people in the
Nizam's share of the Sultar’s dominions have already experienced
the imbecility and rapacity of that government ; and have begun
to retire into the dominious of the Mysore Rija, where there is
plenty of room. For a century past this place has been subject to
Mysore, although it was separated from the capital by the Mussul-
man government of Sire. In the mean time many of the neigh-
bouring Durgas, or hill forts, with the territories belonging to them,
continued subject to their original Polygars, who were mostly rob-
bers, till the whole were finally expelled by Tippoo. In the war of
Lord Cornwallis this place suffered extremely, as Purseram Bhow's
army was encamped some daysin the neighbourhood. This, joined
to the famine, and to Zippoo’s government, both before and since,
has reduced the country and population to a very low state,
24th July.—I1 went two cosses to Madhu-giri, or Honey-hill, a

strong Durga, which is surrounded on all sides by hills. From

Bailea, these hills appeared as a connected chain, and arc a part of
that ridge which runs north from Capala-durga ; but on entering
among them, I found narrow vallies winding through in all direc-
tions. The hills are rockyand bare; but in many places the soil
of the vallies is good. In some places there are coco-nut gardens;
but many of the cleared fields are now unoccupied, and a great
deal of good ground seems never to have been reclaimed,
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finer than that of any hill-fort that I have seen, The works here
Vor. L. A




362

CHAPTER
Vi,

Nty
July 24,

A JOURNEY FROM MADRAS THROUGH

make a very conspicuous appearance; whereas in general they are
scarcely visible, being hidden by the immensity of the rocks on
which they are situated. Onthe fall of the }ijaya-nagara monarchy,
this place belonged to a Polygar named Chiccuppa Gauda; but more
than a century ago it came into the possession ot the Mysore fa-
mily. AMul Rdaja built the fortress of stone, which formerly had
been only of mud. Here also he built a palace; in the suburbs he
rebuilt a large temple ; and near it he made fine gardens, and the
handsomest building for the reception of travellers that T have seen
in India. Unfortunately, it is now rainous. The fortifications were
improved to their present form by Hyder; the place in his time
was a considerable mart, and possessed some manufactures, having
a hundred houses occupied by weavers. A Marattah chief, named
Madi Row, held 1t for seven years of Hyder’s government, having
scized it after the victory which his countrymen gained at Tonuru.
When he was forced to retire, he plundered the town of every thing
that he could carry away ; and with the exaggeration usual in Hin-
dustan, the place is said to have then been so rich, that he disdained
to remove any thing less valuable than gold. The oppressions of
Tippoo had nearly ruined the place, when the destruction was com-
pleted by the Marattah chiet Bulwunt Row, one of Purseram Bhow's
ofticers. Although he besieged the fort five months, he was unable
to take 1it. llis army was numerous, exaggerated by native ac-
counts to 20,000 men; but they were a mere rabble, a banditti
assembled by the Polygars, who formerly were dispossessed of the
neighbouring strong-holds, and who then had ventured back under
the protection of Lord Cornwallis. When that nobleman gave peace
to the Sultan, these rufhans had entirely ruined every open place in
the neighbourhood; but they were immediately afterwards dispersed
by the Sultan, who pursued with so much activity the 500 Marattah
horse which had joined this rabble, that twenty only escaped with
their chief. The place has ever since been in a very languishing

T ~CA NI

§ R Rtn RS o Y -

S AR el A

Lot i e Y

R P

condi
ther-
const
Fre
chiefl
count
from
that o
extent
and fr
Pre
obser
sures,
contit
table.

1b, )

Cubical

All
the d;
nomin
ofticer
Shraﬁ
from 4
Song th




MYSORE, CANARA, AND MALABAR.

condition, but is beginning to revive. Purneq has appointed a bro-
ther-in-law of his own to be Amildar, and gives the inhabitants
considerable encouragement.

From the 25th till the 29th of July—I remained at Madhu-giri,
chiefly employed in taking an account of the cultivation of this
country; which, as I have observed before, differs considerably
from that to the southward of Nandi-durga. It also differs from

that on the west side of this ridge of hills towards Sira; and its

extent may be reckoned from thence east to near Chica Bala-pura,
and from Nandi-durga north to Penu-conda.

Previous to examining the state of agriculture here, it must be
observed, that Aadi Row introduced a new set of weights and mea-
sures, which, notwithstanding all Tippeo’s efforts to the contrary,
continue still to be used. They are explained in the accompanying
table.

Table of Weights and Measures at Madhu-giri.

The Cucka Weight.
Ib, 0,025244= 1 Dudu.
22 Dudus=1 Seer =lb. 0,555368.
48 Seers =1 Maund=I0b. 26,657664.

The Pucka Measure,
Cubical inches 74,81166 &c¢. =1 Seer.
17 Seer =1 Puddy = Winchester bushel 0,054199
4 Puddies =) Bulla - - - - - - . 0,208777
16 Bultus =1 Wocula, or Coluga - - 3,40130
20 Woculay=1 Candaca - - - - - - (6,808333 &c.

All accompts are kept in Canter’-raye Pagodas and Fanams. In all
the districts near this, the rate of exchange, for different coins, is
nominally regulated according to the Niruc; that is, made by the
officer commanding at Pauguda, or Paughur as we call it; but the
Shrofs (Sardf), or money-changers, vary a little from this; not
from a greater accuracy in the valuation of the coins, but for rea-
sons that are prevalent all over India, and the nature of which is
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Shrof for exchanging a Sultany Pagoda into Fanams, is 2 Dudus,
or nearly 0,9 per cent. and by those who have lived in Bengal
mmust be considered as very moderate. Besides, the Shrof values
the Fanam at -1 part less than the Niruc does; yet the value put
on it by the officer is less than its intrinsic worth ; for the regula-
tion which he has made fixes its value at - of a Sultany Pagoda ;
and 12,913 Fanams contain as much pure gold, as the Sultany Pa-
goda. Tn all calculations I shall use the Seringapatam rate of ex-
change, and take the Fanam at 2 of a Pagoda. 'The Company’s
Rupee passes here for 56 Dudus, and the Sultany for 595 ; whereas
the real proportion is 56 to 563.

The first day that Ipassed here wasvery disagreeable ; asI detected
the people lying to me in the grossest manner; and on account of
the Amildar’s connections, the messenger who accompanied me was
afraid to speak. I at length met with an acting Gauda, or renter
of some villages, named Trimula Nayaka, from whom I received the
intelligence which I consider as the most accurate that I procured
during my whole journey. Irimula Nayaka is the family name of
the Madura Réjus, and in fact my new acquaintance was of that
Louse. Llis ancestor was a brother of the then reigning prince,
who, in a dispute, was savage enough to threaten the life of so near
a relation. The younger brother in this necessity was forced to
emigrate, and came to this country, where many other Polygars of
Telinga extraction then lived ; for it must be observed, that the
last race of Madura Rdjas were of Telinga descent ; and were Poly-
gars, who assumed independence an the overthrow of their sove-
reign, the king of Vyaya-nagara.

The cultivated lands in this country, defined, as before, as ex-
tending from Nandi to Penu-conda, and from Chica Bala-pura to
Madhu-giri, are as usual divided into two kinds : Nirarumba, ox
watered-lands ; and Pyrarumba, or dry-field.

The watered-land here includes all the grounds called Tota, ox
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Bagait, whether employed for palm plantations, or for kitchen-
gardens. It is watered partly by reservoirs, or Carays; partly by
Cuallivays, which are channels cut from rivers; and partly by the
machines called Capily, and FYaram. The quantity of watered-
land is nearly equal to that of dry-field ; and, besides that reserved
for palm trees and kitchen stuffs, and which is not considerable, is
divided into two kinds. These two divisions are nearly equal in
extent ; the oneis cultivated chiefly for rice, transplanted Ragy,
and Jola ; the other with wheat, Carlay, Mentea, and Jirigay. The
extent, however, of all the watered land is reckoned by the quan-
tity of rice seed that would be required to sow it. By measuring
two fields, and taking the medium, I estimate the Candaca of wa-
tered-land to be 30 acres.

In the annexed table will be seen the articles that are here
commonly cultivated on the watered-grounds, with several parti-

culars relating to each.
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Grains cultivated on watered-grounds at Madbu-giri. 'E..E Quality & g0t erop, " anindifierent crop.
v = -
£9 Onaf Onan Ona %-3 On an Ona %-S Onan
] Cologa-{ Acre. |Cologa-| 53 Acre.  |Cologa-| 535 Acre,
';'f land. land RS land, | 5'
Sczr.‘; Peckas, Seers, W. Bushels. |Seers. Bushels.
Rice or Paddy, Doda Butta - - - - 4% | Large - | 90 }8,88435 [1920( 20 |44,427 153616 |35 541777
Cari Chaningy - - - - 4 | Ditto - | 96 |8,88435 |1920| 20 '41,427 1536\ 16 (35,541777
Bily Chaningy - - - - 4 Ditto - | 96 | 8,K8435 |1920| 20 44,497 153616 |35,541777
Caimbutti, or Doda Caimbutt: - 5 Middle | 92 |8,515333/2112| 23 |23,869934/1440|15% 133,32
Gayruda, or Sana Caimbutti - 4 Ditto - | 92 [8,515333|1248| 133 [28,877333) 072| 715,55
Bily Sanabutte - - - - 5 | Small - | 88 | 8,145 [2400| 243 {55,533084]1724|19F [39,084554
Cari Sanabuite - - - - 5-% Ditto - | 88 | 8,145 2880 32¢ 66,6353472 1_‘)‘20‘29 44,427
Put'-Rajah, or Yalic-Rajak - 4 | Ditto ~ | 88 | 8,145 1#10]  1551/33,32 960,1077/22,213684
Tripetty Sanabutta - - - 3% | Ditto - | 88 [8§,115 1536 173-35,541777 | 900|101%(22,213684
Bily Jola in land reserved for its own cultivation - 4z | - - - 110,094183| 1723 230:5!59,9845541440,192 (33,32
Ditto  in place of the Faisakha crop after Ragy 4L | - - - 7410,694183|1152| 153,%.26,65625
Ditto  in place of the Faisakha crop after rice 4% | - - - 1 0,694-183 768 1023 17,770909
Agara Jola in place of the Vaisakha crop after Ragy 43 | - - - | 71| 0.094183 768| 102:%|17,770909
Ditto in place of the Vaisakka crop after rice Ak - . . 71| 0,694183! 576 76% .13,328125
Mobu Naveny 1u place of the Kartika crop - - 4 - - - 9 10,833 768 853 '17,770609
Bily Nazony in place of the Vaisakha crop - - 4 - - - g 10,853 480 53% ‘11,]00‘84‘2
Barugu in place of the Kartika crop - - - 28 | - - -1 24 [2,221368} 570] 24 '13,328125
Gur'-Elluin place of the Vaiiakha crop - - 4 - . - 6 |0,555342 384| 64 8,885454
Wheat Juvi Godi - - - - - - 4 - - - | 24 |2,221308/1152| 48 ,26,65695
Hotay Godi - - - - - - 4 | - = - | 24 12,221368] 576 24 !13,328125
Carlay - - - - - - - - 4 = -~ = {20 (1,851 480 24 |11,1006849
Mentea - - - - - - - - 3 |- - -1 24 |2,221368| 672| 28 {15,553
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I shall now detail the other circumstances which attend their cul- CHAPTER

tivation,

VI

On the first division of the watered-lands, rice is the greatest July 25, xc.

crop; and, when there is plenty of water, the same ground in the
course of the year gives two crops, which, from the respective
times of harvest, are called the Kdrtika and Vaisékha crops. The
former, provided two crops are taken, is the most productive ; but,
if the Kdrtika be omitted, the Fuisikha gives a greater return
than the Kdariika alone would have given; not, however, equal to
the produce of both crops. The quality of the grain in both crops
1s the same. For the reasons mentioned at Colar, the Vaisdkha crop,
although raised in the dry season, is the one most regularly taken.
For this crop all the kinds of rice may be sown; for the Kdrtika
crop the Bily Sanabutta, and Cari Chaningy, are never sown ; s with
rain they arc apt to lodge. The soil used for Tripetty-Sanabutta,
Bily-Chaningy, Cari-Chaningy, and Put’- Rajah, is Marulu, or sandy.
The others require a clay, which in the low grounds is always black.
The red soil is always confined to the rising grounds, and is there-
fore never cultivated for rice, except when it can be watered by
machines; and, if the water be more than 311 feet from the sur-
face, these are never used. Two men and four oxen can, by means
of the machine called Capily, supply an acre and a half of ground
with water sufficient to raise a crop of rice. One set works four
or five hours in the morning ; and the other as much in the even-
ing. In the day the men do little jobs; but the cattle do no other
work. When this machine is used, the government does not divide

the crop with the farmer; but, on account of his extraordinary

labour, takes a fixed rent of four seeds, or else contents itself with

one quarter of the produce. Sixteen seeds may, therefore, be con-

sidered as the average crop of this country; but then the seed, it

must be observed, is sown very thick. Little rice is, however,

watered by machinery; and the kinds chosen are those which

require the shortest time to come to maturity.

-
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CHAPTER  The only manner of cultivating rice, that is in use here, is the
VI Mola, or sprouted-seed ; the manner of preparing which is as fol-
-;?gjé'; ffc lows. The ears must be cut off, the grain beat out immediately,
preparivg the and then dried in the sun three or four days. It must be preserved
seed. in straw or in jars. When wanted for sowing, it must be exposed
to the sun for a day, and soaked in water all the following night.

It is then put upon a layer of the leaves of the Yecadu, or Asclepias

gigantea, or of the Harulu, or Ricinus Palma Christi, mixed with

sheeps dung, and is surrounded by stones, so as to keep it together.

It is then covered with Bandury leaves ( Dodonea wiscosa Whlld: ),

wn with a stone. Next morning the upper leaves are

and pressed do
which must be

removed, and a pot of water is thrown on the seed,
turned with the hand, and then covered again with the leaves and
Daily, for three or four times, this operation must be re-

stone.
the sprouts from the seed will be almost an inch

peated, and then

long.
?Ol:‘ltil:’:t}ggr- For the Kértika crop, plough seven times in the co
tika crop. days, the ground all the while being inundated. In the next place
d with leaves, and tread them into the mud.

urse of thirty

manure the groun
Then let off the water, and sow the seed broad-cast, covering it

with a little dung. On the 4th day cover the ground with water,
and immediately afterwards let it run off. Repeat this daily, till
the eighth time, after which the field must be kept constantly in-
undated to the deptli of one inch for ten days, and four inches for
ihe remainder. The weedings are at the end of the 6th, 10th, and
12th weeks from sowing. The season for ploughing continues all
the months of Jyaishtha and Ashidha, which this year was from the
gath of May to the 21st of July.
For the Vaisakha crop the same process is followed ; but the
fﬁ;{;:iﬁ)‘;" ploughing season is from the 15th of dswaja till the last of Mdrga-
sirsha ; which, this year, will be from the 5d of October till the 16th
By this time the whole seed must be sown; and the

Cultivation

of December.
nearer it is done to it, the better,
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The leaves used here as a manure for rice-land are those of the
Coghi, or Galega purpurea ; of the Huaingay, or Robinia mitis ; of the
Yecada, or Asclepias gigantea; of the Devadarum, or Erythrozylon
siderozyloides, E, M.; of the Calli, or Luphorbium Tirucalli ; and of
the Huts’ Ellu, a plant not yet described.

From rice ground, in place of the Kartika crop, Sussi, or Naz’

Ragy, is often taken. This is the sume with the Tota Ragy, before
mentioned, and is transplanted and watered like rice. The follow-
ing is the process for raising the seedlings. The season for sowing
lasts Vaisakha, Jyaishtha, and Ashédba ; which this year is from the
23d of April till the 21st of July; but the process in any one field
Is finished in from 22 to 24 days. With a hoe dig a small spot of
ground to the depth of four inches, and manure it with dung. Then
divide it into small squares, about two cubits each way; sow the seed
very thick, cover it with dung, and water the squares with a pot.
This must be repeated every other day until the plants are fit for
removing, which is from 22 to 24 days, When the seed is sown, the
field into which it is to be transplanted must have five ploughings.
It is then dunged, and divided into plots about three or four cubits
square, which are surrounded with small ridges to confine the water.
These plots are filled with water, and the young Ragy is trans-
planted into themn. In order to remove the plants, there is no oc-
casion to water the plots in which they were raised, as the people
of Colar recommended. To procure a full crop, the Ragy ought
once in eight days to be watered ; but those who are indolent con-
tent themselves with giving water once in eleven or twelve days.
On the J5th day after transplanting, it must be weeded with a small
hoe called Molu potu (Figure 35). The Ragy raised on dry ground
is reckoned of rather a superior quality ; but the produce of this is
great. It thrives on any soil in which rice will grow. One machine
of the kind called Capily will water 25 acres of Ragy.
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In place of the Vaisdkha crop of rice, Bily Jolais sometimes sown. Bily Jola,

This must be followed by a Kartika crop of Ragy, as after it the
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CHAPTER produce of rice would be very small. The Jolz also thrives best

VI
" a'a

July 25, &c,

Agara Jolu,

Mobu Na-

oy,

after a Kartika crop of Ragy. The following is the process of cul-
tivation. Immediately after cutting the Kartika crop, in Kartika,
Margastrsha, and Paushya (19th October to the 14th January),
plough five times, and manure with equal parts of dung, and of inud
from the bottoms of tanks, mixed with the leaves of the Rokinia mitis.
A man then draws furrows with a plough, and another places the
secd in the furrows at the distance of tour or five inches. By the
next furrow it is covered. Previous to being planted, the secd
must have been soaked in water. In place of using a rolling-stone,
the field is then smoothed by drawing over it a plank, on one end
of which a man stands, and by this means that forms a low ridge;
and thus throughout the field, at the distance of the length of the
plank, which is six feet, parallel rows of ridges are produced. The
intermediate spaces are divided into oblong plots by forming with
the hand ridges, which at every eight or twelve cubits distance
cross the others at right angles. At the same time the areas of the
plots are exactly levelled. Before sowing, there must have been
rain enough to moisten the ground, otherwise water must he
given. At the end of a2 month the ficld must have another water-
ing ; and once in eight days, until the grain be ripe, this must be
repeated.

In place of the Vaisikha crop on rice ground, the Agara Jola is
sometimes sown. Itiscultivated exactly as the Bily Jola, but ripens
in four months. One Capily, requiring the labour of three men and
four bullocks, can water 2+ acres of Jola land that are divided into
eight portions, of which one is daily allowed water.

In place of the Kartika crop, should therc be no water in the re-
servoir, a species of Navony, called Mobu, is sometimes taken from
rice ground, as the usual quantity of rain is sufficient to ripen it.
In Chaitra and Vaisékha, or from about the middle of March till
the middle of May, plough twice, manure with dung, and then
plough twice again. After a shower of rain, sow, either broad-cast,
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or with the drill. If the day then dry up, smooth the field with a cHAPTER

bunch of thorns; but, if the day be damp, use the native harrow.

the kind of Navony called Bily is sometimes sown on rice-ground.
For this, plough four times in Kdrtika (19th October—16th No-
vember). Manure is not necessary, but may be given with advan-
tage. The field must then be watered, and ploughed a fifth time;
then it must be sown broad-cast, and divided into plots like a field
of Jola. Once in cight days water is given. The crop of rice fol-
lowing Navony is not so good as that after Ragy, but better than
that after Jola.

Not having had an opportunity of comparing these two kinds of
Jola and Navony when in flower, I cannot say whether or not, in a
botanical sense, they are Speciﬁcally different, It is probable, how-
ever, that they are mere varieties of the Holcus sorghum, and Pani-
cum Italicum.

In place of the Kartika crop, a very little Barugu is sometimes
sown on rice-ground ; but this is still worse for the succeeding crop of
rice than even Jole is. Itis chiefly sown by very poor people, who
are in want of an immediate subsistence; for it ripens very quickly.

In place of the Vaisdkha crop, Sesamum, of the kind cailed here
Gur’ Ellu, 1s also sown on rice-ground. For this, in Karttka, Mér-
gasirsha, or Paushya (19th October—14th January) plough four
times. Then water, and plough again. Sow the seed broad-cast,
and divide the field into plots like those used for Jola; at the same
time channels, for conducting the water, are of course formed.
Once in the twelve days it receives water,

The only other thing cultivated on this kind of watered-land is
sugar-cane. Those who raise this valuable article divide their field
into two equal portions, which are cultivated alternately, one year
with sugar-cane, and the other with grain; the cane, however,
thrives hetter, when the field, in place of being cultivated for grain,
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CHAPTER is allowed an intermediate fallow; but then the loss is heavy, as

VI
(W

after cane the grain thrives remarkably. The grains cultivated are

July 25, &c. rice, Ragy, and Jola; the first injures the cane least, and the Jola

injures it most. The kinds of cane cultivated are the Restalli and
Maracabo. In Kartika and Margasirsha (19th October—16th De-
cember) plough seven times, and manure with sheeps’ dung and
leaves, Then with the hoe called Yella Kudali, forin chanunels at a
cubit’s distance. In these also, at a cubit’s distance, plant singly
shoots of the cane, each abouta cubit in length. If the soil be poor,
they must be planted rather nearer. They arelaid downin the chan-
nels, which are filled with water, and then people tread the shoots
into the mud, by walking through each channel. A Colaga of land
requires 18000 shoots, on which data it ought to contain 13 acre,
in place of 13% that were given me by the measurement of two fields.

In all my calculations, however, [ have considered it as of the latter

extent. If the soil be of a moist nature, the cane has water once in
eight days; but, if it dry quickly, it must, until ripe, be watered once
insix days, except when there is rain. At the end of the first month
the field must be hoed with the Cali Kudali (Figure 35}, which is
the very same instrument, that in the cultivation of Ragy is called
Molu potu. The misapplication of these names is thought to be
unlucky. Near each cane, as a manure, some leaves of the Robinia
mitis are then placed, and they are covered with a little mud; so
that the channels are now between the rows of cane, and the canes
grow on the ridges. When these are 27 cubits high, they are tied
up in bunches of three or four; and as they grow higher, this is
three or four times repeated. Twelve months after planting the
crop season begins, and in six weeks it must be finished. 250
Maunds of Jagory is here reckoned a good crop from a Colage of
land, which is very nearly 15 hundred weight an acre; 150 #Maunds,
which is about nine hundred weight, from the acre, is reckoned a
bad crop. Black clay gives the greatest quantity of Jagory, butit
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is of a bad quality. A sandy soil produces least Jagory, but that of CHAPTER

a high value. One machine called Capily can water an acre and a
half of sugar-cane-land.

A few fields of watered-land are entirely allotted for the culti-
vation of Bily Jola, or Hulcus sorghum. The soil of these is a rich
black mould, but does not require much water. Itis often watered
by the Capily, in which case the farmer pays a fixed money-rent.
If it receive a supply from a reservoir or canal, government takes
one half of the produce. Only one crop a year is taken. The pro-
duce is great; not only as an immense increase on the seed sown,
but as affording a great deal of food. The produce of some kinds
of rice is apparently greater; but it must be considered, that one
half of that grain consists of husk, whereas the whole of Jolz is
eatable. Begin to plough in Vaisékha (23d April—23d May), and
in the course of seven months plough eight or nine times. Then
manure with dung, mud, and the leaves of the Robinia mitis; and,
if there be no rain, water the field, and sow the seed 1n the manner
before described. The waterings, after the first month, must be
given once in twelve or fourteen days. In some villages the far-
mers weed the Jola when it 1s six weeks old ; in others, they do not
take this trouble. Some people around every field of Jolz plant a
row of Cossumba (Carthamus tinctorius) seeds, and the prickly na-
ture of that plant keeps away cattle.

The cultivation of the other division of watered-land, in this
district, is reckoned the most profitable to the farmer. The soil
must be a black clay, in any situation where a little water can be
procured.

In this ground, wheat of the kind called Juvi Godi is the most
common crop. It seems to be the Triticum snonococcum of Linnzus.
It is but a poor grain, and five twelfths of it counsist of husks. Any’
time in Paushya (17th December—14th January) plough once ; next
day, if there be no rain, water the field, and plough again across,
dropping the seed in the same manner as in sowing Jola. The plots
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must be formed in the same manner, It gets no manure nor weed-
ing, and requires only three waterings, on the 40th, 60th, and 80th
days. It is much subject to disease, and not above one crop in
four is good. Afterreaping the wheat, the field, in order to expose
the soil to the rain, must be immediately ploughed.

Another considerable crop, raised on this ground, is Carlay mixed
with Cossumba, or Carthamus tinctorius. No attention is paid to the
alternation of this crop with the wheat. Sometimes they areevery
year changed; and again, for two or three successive years, the
same crop is taken from the same ground. The Carlay is cultivated
exactly in the same manner as the wheat, only it requires no water,
and the field is not divided into plots. Throughout the field, at
the distance of three cubits, the Cossumba seed 1s planted in drills.
The dew resting on the leaves of the Carlay is said to be acid, and
1s esteemed a powerful medicine, especially for restoring the appe-
tite. It is collected by spreading over the field at night a muslin
cloth, from which in the moruing the dew is wrung.

In some parts of this ground, which it is not necessary to choose
very rich, are sown Mentex and Jirigay ; the former is the Trigo-
nella Fenumgrecum, and the latter is an umbelliferous plant, which
I did not see.

The Aentea cultivated in gardens is always used green. When
intended for seed or for the grain, it is always raised in this man-
ner: plough twice at the same season as for Carlay; divide the
ficld into plots like a kitchen garden; sow the seed, cover 1t with
the hand, and, according to the nature of the soil, water once m from
ten to fifteen days. The ripe seed of this plant sells very high, and
is reckoned the most delicate kind of pulse. The young leaves are
used as greens, and the unripe legumes are put into Curries.

The Jirigay is cultivated exactly in the same manner. Some-
times it is sown on the ground that is usually employed for trans-
planted Ragy; but there il does not thrive so well.

When reservoirs dry up before the end of Migha, or middie of
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February, which however is not often the case, their bottoms, which
consist of very rich mould, are cultivated with a kind of wheat

called Hotay Godi, which is the Triticum spelta of botanists. This

is 2 much superior grain to the Juvi, and contains very little husk.
Plough the ground as it dries up, and drop the seed in the furrows
after the plough. Then, in place of a rolling stone, smooth the field
with a plank. It ripens without farther trouble.

In this kind of ground are sometimes put Carlay and Cossumba.
The crop in the bottom of reservoirs is divided into three shares;
one of which goes to the person who furnishes the seed, one to
government, and one to the cultivator.

‘The most considerable crop cultivated on Pyrarumbae, or dry-
field, is Ragy. Besides what is cultivated on watered land, it forms
two-thirds of the whole dry-crop. On the dry-fields are raised two
kinds of it; the Gyde, and the Doda. The former ripens in four
months, and the latter in four and a half'; and the latter is esteemed
both the best in quality, and the most productive; but when the
rains set in late, as it requires less time to ripen, the Gyda is pre-
ferable. The best soil for Ragy is red, next black, then ash-coloured,
and the worst is Marulu, or that which contains much sand. The
best soils are generally reserved for Ragy, which always requires
more or less dung: and, if plenty of that could be procured, it
might be raised on even the most sandy soils to great advantage.
The first and secoud crops would be poor; but, when the field came
to be saturated with manure, the Ragy would be as productive as
usual on the good soils. Very few furmers here, however, have at
any time a sufficient quantity of manure; nor can it be ever ex-
pected that they should, as the custom of stall-feeding cattle for
slaughter is by them considered abominable. During Chaitra, Vai-
sikha, and Jyaishtha, or from about the middle of March till the
middle of June, in the course of thirty days plough five times.
After the first ploughing, put on the manure. The seed is sown
with a drill, like that used at Colar. For every Colaga of land,
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which here is of the same extent for wet and dry grains, put into
the Curigay (Figure 26) 24 Seers of Ragy, and + Seer of Sashivay,
or mustard, and into the Sudity (Figure 26) put 9 Seers of Avaray,
or of Tovary, or of both intermixed. Having drilled in the seed,
cover it with the harrow. On the 20th day hoe with the Cuntay; on
the 28th day repeat this, drawing the Cuntay in a direction which
crosses its former one at right angles. On the 36th and 42d days
repeat this. The mustard, as it ripens, is pulled, partly before, and
partly after the Ragy. The pulses require six months and a half to
ripen. The Ragy is improved by trampling, or by frequent repe-
titions of the hoe drawn by oxen. To answer the same purpose, a
flock of sheep are sometimes driven over it. These processes de-
stroy at least § of the pulses. Although in my account of the cul-
tivation ncar Seringapatam, I have hinted at an excuse, the farmers
here can assign no reason, but custom, for sowing such an incon-
gruous mixture. In a good crop, a Colaga of land will produce 13
Colagas, or 52 seeds of Ragy; 12 Seers, or 48 seeds of mustard; and
2 Colagas, or 21% seeds of the pulses.

Pecks, Bushels,
An acre sows of Ragy - 2,221368 and produces - 28,877333
Mustard 0,023139 - - - 0,416509

Pulse - 0,556332 - - - 4,4427
Total - 2,800839 33,736542

On dry-field, the next most considerable crop is Shamay; of which
there are two varieties, the black, and the white. As they require
the same length of time to ripen, they are sometimes sown sepa-
rately, and sometimes mixed. The best soil for Skamay is red or
ash-coloured, containing a good deal of sand, and in this country is
common on high places. Without much manure, this ground does
not bear constant cropping. After resting a year, or more, it is
first cultivated for Huruli, and next season for Shamay. 1f manure
can be procured, a crop of Ragy is taken, and then it has another
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fallow. Dung being a scarce article, in place of the Ragy a second CHAPTER
crop of Shamay is taken; but it is a bad one. If the fallow has k,y,l\_,
been long, and high bushes have grown up, after burning these, the July 25, &e,
crop of Huruli will be great, and two or three good crops of
Shamay will follow. When good Ragy soil has for a year or more
been waste, and is to be brought again into cultivation, the first
crop taken ought to be Skamay; for Ragy thrives very ill on land
that is not constantly cultivated. In this case, the Shamay gives a
great quantity of straw, but little grain., When the rains have
failed, so that the Ragy has not been sown, or when, in comsequence
of drought, it has died, should the end of the season be favourable,
a crop of Shamay is taken from the fields that are usually cultivated
with Ragy, This crop also runs to straw, and the following crop
of Ragy requires more dung than usual. In the course of thirty
days, any time between the middle of April and middle of July,

plough three or four times. Then after a good rain, or one which ’

makes the water run on the surface of the ground, harrow with the
rake drawn by oxen, and sow the Shamay seed with the drill, put-
ting in with the Sudiky (Fig. 26) rows of the pulses called Huruli or
Tovary. In four months, without farther trouble, it ripens. The
seed for a Colaga-land is 24 Seers of the Shamay and 6 Seers of the
pulse. Ina good crop, the Skamay will produce 10 Colagas of Shamay,
and two of Zovary, or one of Huruli. This, reduced to English
measures, will be nearly as follows :

Pecks. Bushels.
One acre sows of Shamay  2,221368 and produces 22,213684
Tovary 0,699133 - - 5,5652736
Total 2,920501 - - - 27,76,642

The Shamay straw is but bad fodder.

The next most considerable crop is the pulse called Huruli, the g:}r:;;lz,m’
only kind of which, cultivated here, is the white. Except after gram:
Car’-Eflu, or upon new ground, it never succeeds. The longer the
Vor. I, 3C
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CHAPTER ground has been waste, especially if it has been overgrown with

small bushes of the Zayngadu, or Bandury, (Cassia auriculata, and
Dodonea wiscose Wild.) so much the better for Huruli, It grows
best upon ash-coloured soil, and next to that prefers a red soil, in
which there is much sand. In Srdvenae, or from about the middle
of July to the middle of August, burn the bushes ; and either then,
or in the coursc of the next month, plough once. After the next
good rain sow the seed broadcast, and plough the field across the
former furrows. A Colaga-land sows 12 Seers of Hurufi, and in a
good crop produces twenty seeds.

One acre sows 1,110684 peck, and produces 5,55634 bushels.

The quantity of all the other crops is inconsiderable,

In a particular quality of soil, of which the quantity is small,
cotton and Mobu Navony are cultivated. It isa black clay, which
contains small masses of lime-stone. On this ground Ragy will not
grow ; but on Ragy soil cotton will grow, although not well. In
the course of 2 month, any time in the first quarter of the year,
which commences about the vernal equinox, plough five times.
Then, after a good rain, harrow with the rake drawn by oxen, and
sow with the drill, the seed of the Navony being put in the Curigy,
and that of the cotton in the Sudiky (see Figure 26); then harrow
again. It gets neither weeding nor manure. In four months the
Navony is reaped, and the space on which it grew is ploughed. The
cotton, in 15 days afterwards, begins to give ripe capsules; and till
Vaisikha, or about the middle of the following April, it continues
to produce a good quantity. If the farmer be able, he then ploughs
up the whole field, and sows it as at first; but if he be poor, or
lazy, he weeds the field by ploughing between the rows of cotton,
and cuts it down close by the ground. It shoots up fresh branches,
and in the second year gives a poor crop. A Colaga-land requires 4
Seers of cotton seed, and nine of that of Navony, and produces 96
fold of the Navony. The farmers can give no account of the quan-
tity of cotton wool that any extent of land produces ; for it is spun
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by their women as gathered. The produce of the Navony is equal CHAPTER
to about 20 bushels on an acre. This land is sometimes let by a VL
division of crops, and sometimes for a fixed rent. It is more valua- July 25, &c.
ble than the land used for Ragy.

Harica (see the account of agriculture at Seringapatam) is sown Herica.

in low soft places, where in the rainy season water is found near
the surface. The soil is of different kinds. In Paisikha, Jyaishtha,
and Ashddha, or three months following the middle of April, plough
three times in the course of thirty days. After the next rain that

happens, harrow with the rake drawn by oxen, sow broad-cast, and
then repeat the harrowing. It ripens in six months without farther
trouble. Asfodder for cattle, the straw is reckoned equal to that of .
Ragy, or of Huruli. The seed for a Colaga-land is 24 Seers; the ' J
produce in a good crop is 10 Colagas, or 40 fold.

One acre sows 2,221368 pecks, and produces 22,213684 bushels.

Hut's-Ellu is sown in places called Jawvugu, or sticking-land, Huts'-Ellu.
which are situated at the bottom of rocks; from whence in the
rainy season the water filters, and renders the soil very moist. In
such places nothing else will thrive. When the rain has set in so
late as to prevent the cultivation of any thing else, the Huts’- Eilu
1s sown also on any land, especially on Ragy fields. On such soils,
however, the Huts'-Ellu does not succeed. In Bhadrapada, or
Aswaja, (from about the middle of August till about that of Octo-
ber,) plough once, sow broad-cast, and plough in the seed, which
ripens in four months. On a Colaga-land sow six Seers, which in a
good crop will produce four Colagas.

An acre sows 0.56534¢ peck, and produces 8,8854 bushels. ’

Here are cultivated two kinds of Sesamum, the Caru or Wull’- Ellu, Sesamum. : ;
and the Gur'-Ellu, which, on comparing the seeds, the people here
say, is the Wull’-Ellu of Seringapatam. The last, I have already
observed, forms part of the watered crops; the Car’-Ellu 1s culti-
vated on dry-field. The soil best fitted for it is Daray, or stony
land, which answers also for Shamay, and Huruli. The ground, on
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CHAPTER which Car’-Ellx has heen cultivated, will answer for the last- T
k,‘\],\_, mentioned grain; but not so well as that which has been uncultivated. Bory
July 25, &e. After it, even without dung, Skamay thrives well. The same ground the lf
will every year produce a good crop of this Ellu. If a crop of of so
Ellu is taken one year, and a crop of Shamay the next, and so on cithe
successively, the crops of Ellu will be poor, but those of Shamay a wan
will be good. After the first rain that happens in Vaisdkha, which for m
begins about the middle of April, plough threce times. With the immet
next rain sow broad-cast, and plough in the seed. In between four harros

and five months, it ripens without farther trouble. Ona Hocula- again.
land the seed is six Seers, and the produce in a good crop is § that ¥
Colugas, or eighty fold. the ai
An acre sows 0,555342 peck, and produces 11,106842 bushels. tween

Harulu, or Harulu is cultivated on a particular soil, which is reserved for the I5 34
Ricinus. purpose, and consists of ash-coured clay mixed with sand. There An
ave here in common use three kinds of Harulu; the Phola, or field ; Th
and the Doda, and Chittu, which are cultivated in gardens. A ved not 1r
kind is also to be seen in gardens, where 1t is raised as an ornament. but it
The Chitt’- Harulu produces the best oil. Next to it is the Phola is muc
that is cultivated in the ficlds. In the course of a few days, any food f

time in the three months following the vernal equinox, plough An

three times, With the next rain that happens, plough again, and Nz

at the same time drop the seeds in one furrow at the distance of land

one cubit and a half, and then cover them with the next furrow. whick

r A month afterwards hoe with the Cuntay, so as to kill the weeds, I hav,
and to throw the earth in ridges toward the roots of the plant. It vated

ripens without farther trouble. At the time the Harulu is planted, does

‘ seeds of the pulses called Avaray and Tovaray are commonly scat- twent
| tered through the field. In four months after this, the Haruiu begins the s,
to produce ripe fruit, and for three months continues in tull crop. fimes

TFor two months more it produces small quantities. A /#ocula-land ¢ '

sows 9 Seers of seed, and in a good crop produces 4 Colagas, ois:npl

: !

An acre sows 0,833 peck, and produces 8,8854 bushels.
next
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The grain called Barugu is of two kinds; Baerugu and Calu-
Barugu. The former is sown in both watered-land, and dry-field ;
the latter is sown only in dry-field. The former is sown onany kind
of soil,but injures the following crop of Ragy or of Shamay. It is sown
either on land where something elsc has been sown, and owing to
a want of rain, or other accident, has failed ; or on land that 1s fit
for nothing else. In this case, plough three times in the month
immediately following the vernal equinox. After the next rain,
harrow with the rake drawn by oxen, sow broad-cast, and harrow
again. When the field has been previously sown with something
that has failed, plough twice in Bhddrapada, the month preceding
the autumnal equinox, and then sow in the same manner. In be-
tween 2% and 3 months it ripens. The seed on a Wocula-land
is 24 Seers. The produce is 5 Colagas, or twenty fold.

An acre sows 2,221368 pecks, and produces 11,106842 bushels.

The Calu Barugu is cultivated on rich Ragy land, which it does
not materially injure. The process 1s the same as for the other kind,
but it requires 5 months to ripen; and in a good year, when there
is much rain, produces 1 Candaca, or eighty fold. Itisa very cheap
food for the poor, and the straw is better than that of Skamay.

An acre sows 2,2219 pecks, and produces 44,42736 bushels.

Navony 1s of three kinds; Bily, which is cultivated on watered-
land ; Kempa, which is cultivated in Palm gardens; and Moby,
which is cultivated in dry-field. When it is sown along with cotton,
I have already mentioned how it is managed ; but it is also culti-
vated separately. It grows on both Ragy and Jola ground, and
does not injure the succeeding crop of either. In the course of
twenty or thirty days, any time in Jyaishtha, Ashadha, ov Srdvana,
the 3d, 4th, and 5th months after the vernal equinox, plough four
times. If dung can be obtained, it ought to be put on after the
first plounghing. With the next rain, harrow with the rake drawn by

oxen, sow broad-cast, and harrow again. The straw is reckoned
next in quality to that of Ragy; but the grain, in the opinion of
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the natives, is inferior. A Wocula-land sows 9 Seers, and in a good
crop produces 10 Colagas.

An acre sows, 0,833 peck, and produces 22,213684 bushels.

Wullay Syja is the same as what at Seringapatam is called
Chica Cambu. There is here another kind called Hulu Suja; but
not having seen it growing, I cannot say whether itis a different
species, or merely a variety of the Holcus spicatus. The Wullay
Suja is cultivated on Ragy ground, and does not injure the suc-
ceeding crop of that grain. In the course of fifteen or twenty
days, any time in Vaisakha, ov Jyaishtha, the 2d, and 3d months
after the vernal equinox, plough four times, Then after a good
rain harrow with the rake drawn by oxen, and either sow broad-cast,
or with the drill. In the last case, rows of dvaray, Tovary, or Huruli,
are put in with the Sudiky, and the field is again harrowed. At the
end of a month hoe with the Cuntay, and in the course of fifteen
days repeat this twice, A Wocula of land sows 8 Seers of Suja, and

8 Seers of the pulses, and produces 10 Colagas of the former, and

two of the latter.

Peck. Bushels.
An acre sows of Suje 0,7405 - and produces - 2£2,213684
of pulse 0,7405 - - - - - 4,4427
Total 1,481 26,655384

The Jole that is cultivated on dry-field is of three kinds; Agara,
Kempa, and Hessaru. I have had no opportunity of ascertaining
their botanical atfinity or difference. They are all, probably, mnere
varieties of the Holcus sorghum. The best soil for them is a black
clay ; and the next, the same mixed with sand. For Ragy these
soils are of a poor quality; but, on the same dry-field, Jolz and
Ragy may be alternately cultivated, without injuring either. In
Vaisdkha, or the 2d month after the vernal equinox, plough four
times. After the next rain sow the seed. It is sown either broad-
cast, or by dropping it in the furrow after the plough. Smooth
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the field by drawing a plank over it. It requires neither weeding
nor manure. For fodder its straw is inferior to that of Ragy, but
superior to that of rice. The seed for a Wocula-land is 71 Seers.
Agara Jola ripens in 4] months, and in a good crop produces 12
Colagas ; Kempa Jola ripens in 4 months, and produces 10 Cola-
gas; the Hessaru ripens in the same time, and produces 8 Colagas.

Peck. Bushels.
An acre sows - 0,69418 dgara J. produces - - 26,
Kempa J. - - - 29213684
Hessaruw J. - - - 17,770909

The pulse called Udu here is the same with that at Seringapatam.
It grows best on a black seil, which it does not injure for the suc-
ceeding crop of Jola. Plough twice in Ashddha or Srévana, the 4th
and 5th months after the vernal equinox. After the next rain sow
broad-cast, and plough in the seed. In 3% montbs it ripens with-
out farther trouble, The straw is only useful as fodder for camels.
A Colaga-land sows twelve Seers, and in a good crop produces
24 fold.

An acre sows 1,11068 peck and produces 6,66133 bushels.

The pulse called Hessaru is cultivated exactly in the same man-
ner as Udu. Cattle can eat the straw. The husks, or dry pods, of
Hessaru, Udu, and Avaray, are reckoned a fodder superior to even
Ragy straw, In three months the Hessaru ripens. A Focula-land
in a good crop produces 4 Colagas.

An acre sows 1,11068 peck, and produces 8,8854 hushels.

In the Tarkari, or kitchen gardens, here, the principal articles
are maize, transplanted Ragy, wheat, turmeric, capsicum, ovions,
garlic, and hemp, which is only used to intoxicate. Large gardens
are watered with the Capily, and small ones with the single Fatam.
The water in the wells is about 21 feet below the surface. A garden
of a Colaga-land requires four men and four women to work it.
The men, however, occasionally perform other work, and the women
spin.. '
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The betel-nut or Areca gardens were here of some importance;
but during the terror occasioned by the last Marattah invasion,
many of them, from want of care, perished. Several are now re-
planting. The situation that is reckoned most favourahle for them
1s a black soil, which contains calcareous nodules. It differs from
that in which cotton is raised, by baving the lime-stone a cubit
or two deep; whereas the cotton requires it to be at the surface.
For Areca gardens the people here do not approve of that ground
which contains water near the surface; for they say, that the pro-
duce of such soils is of little value. The gardens at this place are
watered from reservoirs, from canals, and from wells by means of
the Capily. The trees are remarkably fine.

To makea new garden, in Srdvana, the 5th month after the vernal
equinox, plough four times, Then with the hoe, called Yella Ku-
dali, form the garden into beds six cubits wide. Between every
two beds is a raised channel, for bringing a supply of water; andin
the center of each bedis a deep channel, to carry off what is super-
fluous, The beds are divided into plots ten or twelve cubits long.
Then plant the whole with shoots of the betel-leaf vine ( Piper Betle ),
and for its support sow the seeds of the Haluana, Agashay, and
Nugay. Then surround the whole with a thick hedge, and once a
day for three months water with a pot. Whenever weeds grow,
they must be removed ; and at each time the betel-vines must get
some dung. Between every two rows of the vines, in the 4th
month, is put a row of young plantain trees (Musa). Once in four
days afterwards the water is given from the reservoir or well. In
six months the vines must be tied up to the young trees. At the
same time, for every Hocula-land, 3,000 nuts of the Areca must be
planted near the roots of the vines. When they are three years
old, a thousand of them will be fit for use, and 800 are required to
pland a Hocula-land, or about an acre and a half, They are planted

distant in every direction from each other 5 cubits. At the same
time plant on the inside of the hedge some rows of coco-nut palms,
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and orange, lime, Mango, or Jack trees. The eight hundred Areca CHAPTER

palms, at five cubits distance, would only occupy about an acre;

VI.
)

but a considerable space is taken up by a walk, and by the rows of July25, &e.

fruit trees between them and the hedge. In nine years, from the
first formation of the garden, the defel-vines, and most of the trees
that supported them, are removed. A few of the Agashay, and all
the plantains, are allowed to remain. In the twelfth year the Areca
palms begin to produce fruit. The remaining dgashay ( Eschyno-
mone grandifiora) trees, and one half of the plantains, are theun re-
moved. After this, the garden requires water only once in the
eight days, when there is no rain; and the whole is dug over, and
formed like rice-ground into proper squares, and channels for dis-
tributing the water. One year it i1s manured with dung; in the
second with the leaves of the Hoingay, and Coghi ( Robinia mitis,
and Galega purpurea), and in the third year with mud from the
hottom of a reservoir. So long as the garden lasts, this succession
of manures should, if possible, be continued; and when the palms
attain their full growth, which is in the 14th year of the garden,
the plantain trees are entirely removed. For 30 years, from its ar-
riving at maturity, the palm continues vigorous, and for 14 years
more gradually declines; during which time a new garden ought
to be formed, and then the old trees should be cut, and the ground
cultivated with grain, till the second forined garden again begius to
decay. In place of those that die, some poor farmers plant new trees,

and thus constantly keep up a garden on the same spot; but here
this is looked upon as a bad practice. The crop season lasts two

months before, and one after, the autumnal equinox. The nut,

after being peeled, is cut into seven or eight pieces, and put up in

a heap. Then take one Seer of the nut, one Seer of Cut, or Terra

Japonica, and a hundred leaves of the Piper Betle, beat them toge-

ther repeatedly with some water, and strain the juice thus obtained

into a pot. Take 20 Seers of the bark of the Cari Jali ( Mimysa in-

dica F. M.), and boil it during 2 whole night in a large pot, with

Vor. L 3D

-‘
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CHAPTER forty Seers of water. With this decoction mix the juice expressed

VI

‘w~~s from the former materials, and boil again. While it i1s boiling, put
July 25, &¢ in the Areca nut, after it has been cut, until the pot be full. Imme-

Yams.

diately after, take it out with a ladle, and put in more, till the whole
is boiled. In orderto be dried, it must be three days exposed on
mats to the sun, and is then fit for sale. It is bought up chiefly by
the merchants of the pla(ﬁﬂ, and by those of Gubi. To enable the
farmer to pay his rent, which is a certain fixed sum of money, it is
customary for the merchant to make advances. Forty Maunds of
dried nut is here reckoned the common produce of a Colaga-land,
which is about six hundred weight and one third an acre, or for
each tree about 131b. At Chandra-giri, near this place, the produce
is one half more, or 60 Maunds. The former custom was for govern-
ment to give every person who undertook to make a plantation of
palms an advance of 100 Fanams (31 7s. 1d) and of 10 Colagas
{about 33% bushels) of grain, for every Colaga (14 acre} of land that
he engaged to plant. The first year’s rent was 30 Fanams; the se-
cond year’s rent 40 Fanams; from the third until the twelfth year
60 Fanams ; the thirteenth year 100 Fanams; the fourteenth and
subsequent years 166 Fanams. These rents, reduced to the acre at
the Seringapatam exchange, and small fractions being omitted,
will be :

Ist year - - - -£.0138 5
2d year - - - - 0171
3d—12th years - - - 1 610
13th year - - - - 2 47
Full rent - - - - 314 3

The full rent at Chandra-giri is 250 Fanams, or about 5/ 10s. an
acre. This high rent is, however, greatly less than one half of the
produce.

Among the betel-leaf gardens in this neighbourhood a few Yams
( Dioscorea) are planted ; and this is the only place above the Ghats
where 1 found that valuable root cultivated. In the betel-nut
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gardens they would succeed, but it is imagined that they would CHAPTER

injure the crop. VI
- The only other thing cultivated in these palin gardens is Kempa -}\Hly 25, &c.
Varvony.

Navony, which may be sown every year in the fifth month after the

autumnal equinox. The ground in the middle of the squares is
dug up, and ina garden of a Colaga of land 4L Seers of the seed are
sown. The ground is then smoothed with the hand and dunged.
The produce is only 96 Seers, and the principal intention of sowing
it is to prevent the squirrels from hurting the nuts, by giving them
a more favourite food. These little animals, though beautiful, are
a very destructive vermin, and would be destroyed by the inhabi-
tants of this place, were it practicable. In many other places their
destruction would be considered as sinful.

In a garden here, watered by the Capily, and said to be a Colaga- Expence of
land, or about an acre and a half, the water in the wells being about ;j;ji:;-
20 feet below the surface, I found that there were constantly em-
ployed three men, two oxen, and a buffalo. 'This was said to be the
rate of labour common in the country. At crop season, and when
the whole garden was hoed, extraordinary labourers were hired.

A Capily which I examined, the water being 19 feet 8 inches Cepily, 2 ma-

below the surface, emptied its bucket, on an average, once every f;'l‘;;{;gf?fm
36 seconds; and at each time brought up 32" % ale gallons of water.
One man and two oxen could work 1t for eight hours in the day,
and thus draw up daily 26,280 gallons, Double the quantity may
be had, from the same well, by a double set of cattle, Stops, how-
ever, frequently intervene, that very considerably diminish the
quantity actually raised.

The rent here upon dry-field is not fixed; but, before ploughing Tenures.
commences, a hargain is annually made between the acting Gauda,
or renter, and the farmer. Dry soil fit for Ragy, which implies its
being of a good quality, lets from 10 to 30 Fanams for a Colaga
sowing, or about 6 acfes; or for from 13d. to 3s. 4d. the acre. If

the same soil admits of being watered, so as to raise transplanted
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CHAPTER Ragy, it pays from 20 to 25 Fanams for a Colaga-land, or from 9 to

VI,
-~/
July 25, &c.

Gaudgs and

Teniers.

Manner of
dividing the

wet crops.

11 shillings an acre. The same soil, in situations answering for kit-
chen gardens, pays from 40 to 70 funams a Colaga, or nearly from
18s. to 31s. for an acre and a half. None of the rents, however, are
fixed, either to the person who rents the village from the govern-
ment, or to the cultivators, except those on rice lands and betel-
nut gardens. The cultivator is nevertheless considered as having
a claim to certain lands; and, even if he have been absent for a
number of years, he may return, and reclaim the lands formerly
occupied by his family ; and has a right to them, on paying the
same rent which others offer. 1If a new man, however, has made
any improvements, such as digging a well, or planting a garden,
he must be paid fot his trouble before the former occupant can
resume his possession.

To each village there 1s an hereditary Gauda, who at any rate
gets a share of the wet crops on their division, and performs the
village sacrifices, which are here made to the Cuméba (pillar), the
image of the village god. The renter performs the other duties;
and he agrees to give so much to the government, and makes as
much as he can, consistently with the rules of the village. Each
year the Amildar lets the village to the highest bidder. The renter
finds security for his personal appearance when called upon, but not
for the payment of his rent.

In dividing a heap of rice, between the cultivator and renter, the
following is the custom of this place. The heaps contain, upwards,
from 20 Colagas, or 1920 Seers.

Seers 6 are first taken for the gods, and are divided among the
Pugdris of the village temples, and the Panchdnga.
5 are divided between two Jangamas, and one Ddséri.
1% is given to the Panchdnga.

Seers 121
The heap 1s then measured, and divided by the following rule:
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If the fi¢ld has been entirely watered by a reservoir, the cultivator CHAPTER
gets one half, If he has used the Capily euntirely, he gets two- \":\J
thirds. If the water has come from a canal, he gets five-ninths, If July 25, &c.
the water in the tank lasts for 3 months, and afterwards the culti-

vator must use the Capily, he gets three-fifths.

A portion is left at the bottom; from which, for every Candaca

that has been in the heap, are taken,

Seers 144 to be divided equally among the Gauda,-or hereditary
chief, Shanaboga, or accomptant, iron-smith, Talliari,
and Zoty, or watchmen, washerman, barber, carpen-
ter, and pot-maker.

26 for the Nirgunty, or conductor of water.

96 for the Madiga, or tanner who makes the Capily.

12 for the Shanaboga, or accomptant,

12 for the Gauda, or hereditary chief.

66 a scramble now takes place, and each of the above
mentioned persons, the mendicants excepted, takes
about 6 Seers.

12% given before.

3661 Seers, if the heap contained 1920, are thus given away.
The proportion on a larger heap will be some trifle less. If any
remain, it is divided between the cultivator and renter, by the
same rule as before. The Madiga, or tanner, gets also the sweep-
ings. Such a manner of division could only be continued from
its offering great opportunities to defraud government.

It is here estimated, that a plough will cultivate as much dry- work per.
field as would sow 96 Seers of Ragy, or about 6 acres; or as much {;:im'e]‘('mb};;
watered land as would sow three Colagas of Puaddy, or about 41 stuck. ©
acres. If both be mixed, it would cultivate about 4% acres of dry-
field, and 3% of watered. A plough requires at least one man and
two oxen; but if the fa'm be propeily stocked, there cught to be

three for each plough. Many iarmers inevery part of the country

B il
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CHAPTER are so poor, that they cannot stock a farm of one plough; and for

this purpose two, or even three, are sometimes obliged to unite
their capitals. A man who keeps three or four ploughs is a wealthy
person. Some first-rate farmers possess as far as ten; yet the most
favourable situation, of a proper mixture of watered land and dry-
field, does not make his farm more than eighty-two acres and a half,
Afarm of this kind, fully stocked, constantly requires ten ploughmen,
two other men, and ten women servants, besides some additional
hands at seed-time and harvest. A man’s wages here are 6 Fanams,
or about 4s5. a month; a woman’s 5 Fanams, or 3s. 4d. Thelabour-
ing servants, or Batigaru, live in their own houses. The old women
of their families live at home, cook, spin, take care of the children,
and do all domestic labour; the men, and their young wives, hire
themselves out to the wealthy farmers, on the same conditions of
service as at Seringapatum. Pregnancy occasions scarcely any in-
terruption in the labour of the women, who are very hardy.
Although almost every year the scarcity of rain, and the partial
nature of that which comes, occasions in some part of the country
above the Glats a greater or less scarcity of grain; yet in the time
of peace, famine seldom comes to such a height, that many die of
absolute want. From those parts of the country that have been
most favoured with rain, the superfluous corn is transported to the
parts where the crop has failed ; and although it is high priced, the
poor are able to get as much as prevents them from immediately
dying; although the scantiness of their aliment, no doubt, fre-
quently induces disorders that terminate in death. It is said, that
one fourth of the grdin which, in times of plenty, the people usually
consume, 1s sufficient to keep them alive, and enable them to work
for their subsistence. It is when war is joined to scarcity, and in-
terrupts the transportation of grain, that famine produces all its
horrors. These were never so severely felt here, as during the in-
vasion of Lord Cornwallis; when, the country being attacked on
all sides, and penetrated in every directton by hostile armies, or
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by defending ones little less destructive, one half at least of the CHAPTDR

inhabitants perished of absolute want, and repaid dearly for the
miserics which they had formerly inflicted on the wretched people
of the lower Carnatic. 1 do not mean, by this, to reflect on the
noble leader of the British army : the people, every where that it
came, seem sensible that he avoided, as much as was practicable,
doing them any injury.

In every Taluc, or district, where there are forests, there is a
Gydda Cavila, who annually pays to the government a certain sum,
and has the exclusive privilege of collecting honey, wax, and lac.
On all such as cut timber for building their houses, he also levies
a duty; and all the trees, except sandal-wood, are in fact his pro-

perty. The government ought to pay him for all the trees which

it requires; but this is generally omitted, an Indian government
rarely paying for any thing which it can get hy force. The keeper
of the forest exacts also small duties on those who, without being
privileged, feed their goats and cattle in the woods ; on the women,
who collect the leaves, which are used as platters by all ranks in
this country; and on those who collect firewood, and grass for
thatch. '

In this district there are many sandal wood trees; but of so bad
a quality, that they are never cut.

From the hills in this vicinity, about a hundred Maunds of lac
(almost 24 hundred weight) are annually procured; and there is
more in several of the neighbouring districts,

The bees here are of four kinds: I. That from which most of the
honey and wax is procured, is called Hegenu. This is alarge bee,
which builds under projections of the rocks, orin caverns. A large
nest gives 8 Seers, Seringapatam weight, of honey=4+; 1b., and 3
Seers of wax 1224 1b. A small hive gives about one third of this
quantity. The honey is gathered twice a year, in Adshidha and
Migha, or in the month following the summer solstice, and the

second after that of winter, Some people of the Baydaru cast make
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CHAPTER the collecting of honey and wax a profession, and it is one attended

VI.
e

July 25, &c.

with much danger. Having discovered a hive, some of them kindle
a fire under the rock, and throw on it the leaves of the Cassia fis-
tula, and of the Puleseri, which emit a smoke so acrid, that nothing
living can endure it. The bees are forced to retire; and some
others of the Baydas, so soon as the smoke subsides, lower down by
a rope one of their companions, who with a pole knocks oft the nest,
and i1s immediately drawn up again; for, if he made any delay, the
bees would return, and their stinging is so violent, that it endangers
life. In order to fortify him against the sharp points of rocks, and
against injury from the rope, which passes round his chest, the ad-
venturous Bayde is secured, before and behind, by several folds of
leather. II The bee, that produces the next greatest quantity of
honey 1s called the Cadi, or Chittu Jainu ; that is, stick, or small
honey. This bee is very small, and builds, around the branch of a
tree, a comb of an oblong shape, and sharpened at both ends. Itis
found at all seasons, but is in the greatest perfection at the same time
with the other. The honey is of the finest quality; but the whole

-comb seldom weighs more than two Seers, or 1% 1b. This Dbee

does not sting, and is readily driven away by a twig switched round
the comb. IIl. The Tuduvay is a bee of which the honey 1s of an
excellent quality, but rarely procured ; for it generally builds deep
in the crevices of rocks, where it is totally inaccessible. Sometimes,
however, it is found in bhollow trees, and one hive will give from
20 to 25 Seers of honey, or about 12or 15 pounds; but the quantity
of wax is in proportion small. This is a large bee; but it very sel-
dom stings those who plunder its hive. IV. The Togriga is a very
small bee, that seldom stings. It takes possession of the deserted
nests of the white ants (Zermes); which in this country are very
numerous in the wastes of red soil, such as is usually cultivated for
Ragy. Of this stiff earth, the white ants raise hills resembling the
stump of a tree, which are from four to six feet high, very hard,
and able long to resist the heaviest rain. These, when deserted,
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‘most commonly become the lurking places of snakes; but some- CHAPTER

. . . . . VI
times give shelter to the 7ogriga bee. Its nest is therefore easily o ~us

accessible ; but it is very small, and contains only about a Seer of July 25 &c.

honey, and half a Seer of wax.
From the seed dropped by birds, or by accident, great numbers wid-date, or
of the palm called Ejalu (Elate sylvestris) grow here wild. It will Elate syt

vestris.
thrive on any good soil that does not contain lime, and grows in-

deed on the poorest lands; but in these it affords hardly any juice.
To rear it requires no trouble, as the prickly nature of its leaves
sufficiently deters cattle. The English use only one name for the
juices of all the different palm-trees in India, and call them all
Toddy, which seems to be a corruption of 7dri, the Mussulman name
for the juice of the Palmira, or Borassus flabelliformis. The natives
have distinct names for each kind of juice; and, in fact, there seem
to be considerable differences in their qualities. That of the Elaze
is by the Mussulmans called Sindy; in the Karnata language Henda;
and in the Telinga and Tamul dialects Callu. The juice of the Bo«
rassus, although the tree grows well enough, 1s here never extracted,
and the natives deny their extracting Sindy. The Sindy is never
drunk by the natives till it has fermented, when it becomes ex-
ceedingly intoxicating, and in many villages great quantities are
consumed. In this place it is never distilled ; though, no doubt, it
would afford a spirit that, by rectification and age, might be made
palatable. Much of the Sindy, when fresh, is boiled down into Ja-
gory, which sells for about 5 of the price of that made from sugar-
cane, and is chiefly used for distillation. The process here is
exactly the same as that described at /Faluru.

All the Ejafu palms in this district are let to a person of the Manner of
Idiga cast, who pays annually 120 Pagodas, or rather more than r:f:ssgthm
40/ and lets them out again to the fdigas of the different villages.
Each palm gives juice for threc months in the year, and they will
do this at any season ; so that every man divides his trees into four

VoL, L, 3L
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!‘ CHAPTER portions, and thus has throughout the year a regular supply and and the
' \"\;v employment, Jirgn
: July 25,&c,  The juice of the Elate sylvestris 1s extracted by cutting a deep food, t!
[ horizontal gash into the stem, at some distance below the leaves, are allo
and then cutting towards this from below in a sloping direction. except
The juice exsudes from the pores of the sloping surface, and is col- they m:
‘ lected in a notch formed at its lower extremity ; whence it is con- scendar
¥ veyed into a pot by one of the divisions of the leaf, which serves ga, wit
! as a gutter. According to his alertness, one man can collect the not inte

‘ Juice of from 30 to 50 palms. 350 good trees, or 100 very bad ones, labour,
1 give 70 Pucka Seers, or about 17 ale gallons ; and this may be boiled Even af
| into 70 Cucha Seers of Jagory, or about 4611lb., At sun-rise it is and are
I put in earthen pots, and boiled until noon. When the ebullition dies. T
] becomes so violent as to endanger the running over of the liquor, a5 usual
! it is allayed by a small gquantity of the emulsion of Ricinus seed. against

Small holes are then made in the ground, and in the bottom of each and an
are placed two cuttings of any twining plant. Over these are laid ceased
| some leaves, upon which the boiling Jagory is poured. When it has Their ¢
4 cooled, it is lifted out by means of the projecting ends of the gus, ]
twining plant. This palm is of very little other use. Mats are ditary, |

] made of its leaves, and its stem is used in building the wretched gods: v
: ) huts of the poorer class of inhabitants. admony

; Customs of The Idigas, or Idigaru, are a cast of Telinga origin; and, though and fro
X ﬁ‘}ﬁ;ﬁ‘:ﬂ“z’u they have lost all tradition concerning the time when they settled are abo
in this country, they still retain their original language. In this -

) Ject of
they are called Inrawanlu, 'They can all eat in common, but keep foes to
up the purity of the breed by marrying only in certain families chasit
whose descent is known. Like the Skanar of Madras, their proper become
business is té extract the juice of palm trees, to make it into Ja- are pup

gory, and to distil it into spirituous liquors; but some few of them Th
have become farmers. They wish to be called S#dras; but their ¢

A A R th
claim to be of a pure descent is not acknowledged by the Brdhmans, ¥ are

tribes, ¢
’ bamn L]

SATy -
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and they appear never to have been permitted to carry arms. The
Idigas can read and write accompts. Although they eat animal

food, they are prohibited from drinking even palm-wine. The men July 25, &¢’

are allowed a plurality of wives, but can divorce them for no cause
except adultery. Adultresses and widows cannot marry again;
they may, however, become concubines, or Cutigas. All the de-
scendants of these form an inferior kind of breed, called also Cut:-
gas, with whom those who are descended from chaste mothers will
not intermarry. The women sell the produce of their iusband’s
labour, and manage household affairs ; but never toil 1u the fields.
Even after the age of puberty they continue to be marriageable,
and are not permitted to bury themselves with their husband’s bo-
dies. They have no hereditary chiefs ; but the renter, with a council
as usual, settles all disputes, aud punishes by fine all transgressions
against the rules of cast. At their marriages, and at the monthly
and annual ceremonies performed in commemoration of their de-
ceased parents, the Panchinga, or astrologer, veads Adanirams.
Their Guru is of the cast called Satdnana, and is named Cadry Sin-
gaia. Near this place he has two houses, and his office being here-
ditary, he is a married man. He reads to them the history of the
gods, written in the Telinga language; gives them holy water,
admonishes them to wear the mark of Vishnu on their foreheads,
and from each person he receives two Fanams as charity. His visits
are about once in two years. With such a Guru, the principal ob-
ject of their worship is of course Fishnu ; but they also offer sacri-
fices to the Saktis, and to the Firika, or men who, on account of
chastity, have been sainted. All other good men are supposed to
become powerful spirits, but are not objects of worship. Bad men
are punished in hell. This cast do not take the vow of Daséri.
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The Curubaru are an original cast of Karrata, and, wherever Customs of

they are settled, retain its language. They are divided into two

the Curubas,
properly so

tribes, that have no communion, and which are called Handy Curu- called.

baru, and Curubaru proper. These last again are divided into a

C el
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Hal, or milk Curubaru; the Colli, or fire C.; the Nelly C.; the St-
manta C.; the Cot; C.; the Asil C.; and the Murhindina Curubaru.
These families are like the (étrams of the Bréhmans ; it being con-
sidered as incestuous for two persons of the same family to inter-
marry. The proper Curudas have hereditary chiefs, who are called
Gaudas, whether they be head-men of villages or not, and possess
the usual jurisdiction. Some of them can read accompts, but they

396
CH*’;}’ITER number of families; such as the Any, or elephant Curubdaru ; the

have no book. The proper duty of the cast is that of shepherds,
and of blanket weavers; and in general they have no other dress
than a blanket. A few of those who are rich have betaken them-
selves to the luxury of wearing cotton cloth next their skin; for
all casts and ranks in this country wear the blanket as an outer gar-
ment. The dress of the women resembles that of the females of
the kingdom of 4va. The blauket is put behind the back, and the
two upper corners, being brought forward under the arms, are
crossed over the bosom, and secured by the one being tucked under
the other. As their blanket is larger than the cloth used by the
women of Ava, the dress is more decent. The Curubaru were, be-
sides, Candachara, or militia; cultivators, as farmers, as servants, and
as gardeners; A¢tavana, or the armed men who serve the Amildars ;
Anchay, or post-messengers, and porters. They are allowed to eat
animal food, but in most places are not permitted to drink spiri-
tuous liquors. In other places this strictness is not required ; and
almost every where they intoxicate themselves with palm-wine.
The women are very industrious, and perform every kind of work
except digging and ploughing. Even after the age of puberty
they continue marriageable, and can only be divorced for adultery.
In this cast the custom of Cutiga, or concubinage, prevails; that is,
all adulteresses who are turned away by their husbands, and have
not gone astray with a strange man, and all girls and widows, to
whom a life of celibacy is disagreeable, may live with any man of
the cast who chooses to keep them., They are looked down upon
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by their more virtuous sisters ; but still are admitted into company,
and are not out-casts. Among the Curubaru, the children of concu-
bines do not form a separate cast, but are allowed to marry with those
of a pure breed. By a connection with any man, except a Curuba,
a woman becomes an entire out-cast. The men take several wives;
and, if they be good workers, do not always divorce them for adul-
tery; but, as they thus incur some disgrace, they must appease the
anger of their kindred by giving them an entertainment, and the
Guru generally interposes his authority to prevent a scparation.
The Curubas believe, that those men who die without having been
married become Firikas, to whose images, at a great annual feast,
which is celebrated on purpose, offerings of red cloth, Jagory, rice,
&c. are made. If this feast be omitted, the Virikas become enraged,
occasion sickness, kill the sheep, alarm the people by horrid dreams,
and, when they walk out at night, strike them on the back. They
are only to be appeased by the celebration of the proper feast. The
peculiar god of the cast is Bir’-uppa, or father Biray, one of the
names of Siva ; and the image is in shape of the ZLinga; but no
other person prays to Siva under this name, nor offers sacrifices to
that god, which is the mode by which the Curabas worship Bir’-
uppa. The priests who officiate in the temples of this deity are
Curubas. Their office is hereditary, and they do not intermarry
with the daughters of laymen. Insome districts, the Curubas wor-
ship another god, peculiar, I believe, to themselves. He is called
Battay Dévaru, and is a destructive spirit.  They offer sacrifices to
him in woods, by the sides of rivulets, or ponds. The carcases of
the animals killed before the image are given to the barber and
washerman, who eat them. Beside these, the Curubaru offer sacri-
fices to the Sakiis, and pray to every object of superstition (except
Dharma Rdéja) that comes in their way. They are considered as too
impure to be allowed to wear the Linga, as their Guru does. This
person is called a Wodear, or Jangama ; but he is married, and his
office is hereditary. His title is Révana Siddhéswara, and he originally
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lived at Sarur, which is near Kalydna pattana. At his visits he be-
stows consecrated ashes, and receives charity. He has a fixed due
on marriages, and sends his agents to collect it. At some of their
ceremonies the Panchinga attends, and acts as Puréhita.

30th July.—] went four cosses to Baduvana-hully, or the poor
man’s village ; which is fortified with a mud-wall and a strong hedge,
and contains about twenty houses of cultivators. In the former
war it fell into the hands of Purseram Bhow's army ; and, althougli
the inhabitants have lived ever since in perfect security, it has not
yet recovered one half of its former population. The disease among
the cattle last year did not extend toward this quarter farther than
Chica Bala-pura; but this year it has killed one half of the stock.

The country through which I came to-day consists of vallies
interspersed with detached barren hills, In these vallies there has
been formerly a good deal of cultivation; at present however they
are not half peopled. A great part of the country is covered with
the wild date palm, or Elate sylvestris, of which no care is taken.
Even on bad soils it seems to be so thriving, that I have no doubt
but that even there it is sufficiently productive of juice.

31st July.—I went four cosses to Sira. The greater part of the
country, through which I passed to-day, 1s covered with trees,
which are rather higher than is usual in the wastes of this country.
Among them were many wild date palms. The Sultan, as 1 have
already mentioned, with a view of enforcing the doctrine of his
religion, which forbids the use of intoxicating liquors, gave orders
that all these should be cut. Like most of his other regulations,
this seems to have been very ill obeyed ; for in the central parts
of his dominions no tree seems to be in such abundance. On the
way, I passed two ruinous villages, and one still inhabited ; but by
far the greater number of the fields were uncultivated, and by far
the greater part of the country shows no traces of its ever having
been reclaimed, although it seems in very few places to be too steep
or too barren for the plough.
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From the 1st to the 6th of August, I remained at Sira, investi-
gating the state of that neighbourhood; as being the principal
place in the central division of the Rdj4’s dominions north from the
Cavery.

Stra, for a short time, was the seat of a government which ruled
a counsiderable extent of country, and seems to have been at its
greatest prosperity under the governmeut of Dildwur Khan, imme-
diately before it was conquered by Hyder. Itis said, that it then
contained 50,000 houses, of which Mussulmans occupied a large
proportion. By this change of masters Sira suffered greatly; not
owing to any oppression from Hyder, but from its being deprived of
the expenditure attending the court of a Mogul Nabob. It was also
much reduced by the Marattak invasions, which had nearly proved
fatal to the rising power of its new master; and its ruin was accom-
plished by his son Tippoo, who removed twelve thousand families,
About
three hundred houses remained, when the Murattah army, under
Purseram Bhow and Hurry Punt, took up their head quarters in
the fort, which is well built of stone, and of a good size. These
invaders did no harm to the town, but destroyed most of the vil-

to form near his capital the new town of Shahar Ganjam.

lages in the neighbourhood, and many of these still continue in
ruins. The town itself, although the seat of an Asoph, or Mussul-
man lord lieutenant, continued to languish till it came under the
English protection, It is little more than a year since the army
under General Harris encamped here on its route to Chatrakal ; and
since that time two thousand houses have been built; many of its
former inhabitants, whom the Sw/tan had forced to Seringapatam,
have returned to their native abode; and others are coming in
daily from the country that has been ceded to the Nizam. The only
building in the place worth notice is the monument of a Mussul-
man officer, who commanded here during the Mogul government;
but it is abundantly supplied with tombs of men who by the Mu-
hammadans are reputed saints, and near which the people of that
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! CHAPTER faith are anxious to be buried, as they consider the ground holy. zcmn
JL’\/ The only considerable temple was pulled down by Bakadur Khan, o;se;a
Aug. 1—6.  the last 4soph of the place; who was butlding a monument for his : ’
wife with the materials, when the arrival of the British army put a tivated
| stop to such proceedings. and the
E Near Sira the quantity of watered ground is greater than that of Jola., o
dry-field ; but unfortunately it is situated in a very dry climate; cullﬂ':.il
so that, during the last fourteen years, the tanks have been filled The kit
only five times so as to give a full crop. In the other nine years, five Cok
by means of the little rain that fell, and by the use of the machine now 4t
’ called Capily, the inhabitants have been able to raise a quarter of Purtera
. the full crop; and one third of the whole grain consumed in the Sira, an
1; country has been brought from other places, especially from the tations.
; banks of the Cavery. Scarcity is therefore a common evil; and in lagrom;
, the memory of young men, famine has several times spread all her Country
i Villages terrors over this unfortunate place. Although in the immediate In th
' :;-‘f{;ﬁ_g‘y for- neighbourhood of a powerful garrison, zll the villages are strongly of the
fortified. On asking the reason of such precautions from a very afterwa
intelligent chief of a village, from whom 1 took most of my infor-
‘: mation, he told me, that 1t was chiefly on account of robbers, who
- in the time of famine were very numerous. During this calamity
‘1 the inhabitants of one village wish, by plundering their neighbours,
: to support life; aud of course, expecting the sane treatment, each

is shut up, and guarded from the nocturnal attacks of its neighbours,
R as if these were its most ifiveterate enemies. In waralso the people
N have found these fortifications very useful. In their defence they
employ few weapons except stones, which both men and women
throw with great dexterity, and equal boldness. They do not at-
tempt to defend themselves against any thing that wears the face
of a regnlar body of men; but they stone, with the greatest intre-
pidity, the irregular cavalry that attend all native armies, and who
are seldom provided with fire-arms. On a visit which I made to
the chief above mentioned, he boastcd, that with ten men he had
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beaten off 200 of the Marattah cavalry, of whom several men and CHAPTER
horses were killed. ——
In favourable years the greatest part of the watered-land is cul- Av‘;é't,erle-c-‘:ﬁ-
tivated with rice. In dry seasons a little only of this grain is raised, land.
and the cultivation consists chiefly of transplanted Ragy, wheat,
Jola, and Navony, which require less water. Sugar-cane is always
cultivated. Gardens occupy the remainder of the watered-land.
The kitchen gardens, in the whole district, amount to only four or
five Colaga lands; that is, to about six acres. The palm gardens
now amount to ten Canrndaca lands, about 300 acres; and before
Purseram Bhow's invasion extended to three times that size. In
Sira, and the districts south from it, are many very valuable plan-
tations of this kind, producing the betel-nut of the kind called ¥al-
lagram ; but, until I get more into the heart of that part of the
country, I shall defer giving an account of them.
In the accompanying table, as at Madhu-giri, 1 have given some Cultivation
of the particulars of the cultivation of watered-grounds, and shall ;’;n‘rtered'

afterwards proceed to detail the remainder,




2. o 8
& T
APE
» ’ 2' -
of &
-
Produce
_8 Seed.
. . . = Ina good crop. In an indifferent crop.
Grains cultivated on watered-greunds at Stra, 2.5 8 P i
o o pouy
.5"::; Quality. Ona{ Onap |Ona L‘n‘ % On an Ona 2_3 Onan :::
. 3 Colaga-] Acre. [Cofaga- ;% Acre.  [Cofaga) 53 Acre. o
= {and. {and. E= land. | S d
_ Scers, | Pecks,  [Seers. W. Bushiels. | Seers. o)
Caimbutti - - - - - |5 | Middle | 88 8,145 |1090| 22 |asser 1248 143 2;1;;;;’1;:33 Z
Dodacassery - = - - -|4f|Lame- | 06 |88%5¢ 11920] 20 |éhiar 1248113  |28877333 e
kaningy - - - - - -1 4 Middle | 88 |8,145 1536 17%[35,541777| 86| 9:%(19,99 -
_ Gayrudu C&anmgj - - - -] 4 Ditto - | 88 | 8,145 1536 17-5.135,541777| 864 9:/(19.99 ey
Rice < Tripath: - - - - -« | 4 Small - } 80 (7,405 960 lﬂﬁ 22,213084| 672 83'; 15’55 -
Cari Nelly - - - - - - | 6 | Ditto - | 80 [7,405 1152| 14% |26,65625 | 768 9% 17’770909 Q
Bily Nely - - - - - -|s5 |Mdding| 88 8,145 [ig20| 22 [4s427  |134a{15:%[51,1 2
Put-Réja - -~ « -~ - -|5 |Small-]| 80 7,405 [1152] 142 |26,65625 | 768) 9} 17770900 s
| Sucadass - - -] 51| Ditto - | 80 |7,205 763] o1 |17.770000] 576! 7-%|13,328125 =
Doda Ranry in place of the Kamlm crop - - 6% |- - -1 12 |1,110684] 960 80’ 29,21368+ ’ i
Tripatls Ragy in place of the Vaisakha crop -1 63| - - -1 12 |1,110684|1420| 1206 |33,32 =
i I ’ =
Bily Jola in pldce of the Vaisakha crop - -4z |- - =112 |1110084] 768 64 |17,770909
Kempa Jola in place of the Vaisakha crop - -1 4 - - -1 12 |1,110684| 384] 52 8,8854 %
Hessaru Jola in place of the Vaisakha crop - 5 - - =112 |1,110684| 576 48 [13,328125
N:at*uny Bily, or Mobu, in place of the Kartikacrop | 3% [ - - - | 24 {2,221368 480[ 20 [11,106842 ;
gheat Juri Godi in place of the Faisakha crop -3 - - - | 96 |8,885% Q60| 10 }22,213084 ="
’ itto Hotay Godi in place of the Vaisakhacrop - | 8 | - - - | 48 |4,4427 | 480 10 |11,106842 e
e
]
ooy
g—‘ S :E g = oo g o~ B S @
S -~ = 2 2 © Z = S E e o3 e o2 8203w &
E:T"Edrgﬂcwé%ﬂngﬁrrr*ﬁ « B v |4 82 3 53
= o - = = = © - S o 8 & o o - B 28 2 3
S el 8 306 FEELUE] 280 0 280 B FRR BEREEE D anucate



MYSORE, CANARA, AND MALABAR.

The observations made at Madhu-giri on the cultivation of rice
apply here in every respect, except that at Sira there are no Cal-
livays, or canals brought from rivers; but the whole is watered from
reservoirs, or by machinery. Two Capilies, wrought by two men
and four oxen, water a Coluga of land (1£ acre) that is cultivated
with rice.

The transplanted Ragy here is of two kinds: one is called Doda
Ragy, and is that which at Madhu-giri is called Gydda, and which
is there cultivated on dry-field. Here, on accouut of the different
manuer in which it is raised, it grows to alarger size. This is taken
as a Kdrtika crop ; but for this there is not time, if the supply of
water has been sufficient for a Vaisdkha crop of rice; and the crop
of rice that follows it is but indifferent. The differences between
the cultivation of this crop here, and at Madku-giri, are as follow :
The seedlings are watered twice a day, till they are two inches high;
then only once a day, In 20 days they are fit for transplanting;
and, before they are puiled, it is considered as necessary to loosen
the soil by inundation. The field has five ploughings, and before
the last is manured with dung. It is divided into plots by the
same process as that which at Madhu-giri is used in the cultivation
of Jola. The planted Ragy has water for the first time on the eighth
day, and afterwards once only in 15 days. It is never weeded, but
by occasionally plucking up with the hand any grass that may have
grown.

The other kind of Nat’ Ragy is called Tripathi, and grows in
place of the Vaisikha crop; but it is evident, from the time required
to bring this to maturity, that in one year these two crops can
never be taken from the same field. The mode of cultivation is the
same as for Doda Ragy; but the seed time is Aswgja, and the har-
vest Paisdkha. For a ocula-land cultivated with Ragy, one Capily,
with one man and two oxen, can raise a sufficient quantity of water.

On rice land the farmers never willingly sow Jola; as, even
should they have water, it totally prevents them from having rice
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as the next crop; but, in order to prevent the lands from being
waste, the renters frequently compel them to cultivate it. This is
one great evil of the tenure that has here been adopted, of letting
the villages to the annual renters who bid the highest price. These
men must make up their rent in the best manner they can; but
they care not what injury they do to the land; as, if it be spoiled,
they will next year offer lessrent. By this means, in the end, both
the farmer and the revenue suffer.

The Jola is most commonly taken in place of the Vaisakha crop,
and, if there has been a preceding crop of Doda Ragy, cannot be
cultivated ; as the season is lost, before the Ragy is cut. After the
Jola, if there be water, a Kartika crop of Ragy, and then a Vaisdkha
crop of rice, follow. In the course of the two months preceding
and the one following the autumnal equinox, plough four times.
In the course of the next month, after a rain, or after having wa-
tered the field, plough a fifth time, and drop the seed in the furrows,
either with the hand or with the Sudiky (Figure 26) tied to.the
plough. Then form the ficld into plots, as described at Madhu-giri.
At the end of six weeks after being sown, the Jole is allowed one
watering, and another again in a month afterwards. A Capily,
wrought by two men and two-oxen, waters a Colaga of land, or
about 11 acre; but in the intermediaie time the men and cattle do
much business. In the same manner are cultivated all the three
kinds of Jola that are mentioned in the table.

A Kértika crop of Jola is sometimes taken, from what is here
called Magay land; this is that which, for want of rain or cultiva-

tors, has been lying fallow. On the same year no Vaistkha crop can.

follow. The next Kdrtika crop must be Ragy, and that may be
followed by a Faisdakha crop of rice.

In place of the Kdrtika crop, both Bily and Mobu Navonies are
taken, and allow time for the Vaisdkha crop of rice; but they injure
it more than Ragy does, In the month preceding and that fol-
lowing the summer solstice, plough four or five times, and after the

third 1
rain, ¢
harro#
like 2
water
Inp
wheat,
may b
the gro
ony.
of rice
regula
receivs
can ne
succes:
ner of
ceding
times,
tered 1
Then d
The st
$UPPOS:
The
parts, -
the otl
the m;
or thr
Tice, 1
Day.ly
tie up
Teserye
plant, ¢




MYSORF, CANARA, AND MALABAR.

third manure with dung. In the following month, after a heavy
rain, or after having watered the field, sow with the drill, and
harrow with the rake drawn by oxen. It is then divided into plots
like a field of Jolz; and once a fortnight, when there is no rain,
water is given.

In place of the Faisakha crop, when there is a scarcity of water,
wheat, both Juvi and Hotay are sown on rice-lands. These grains
may be followed by a Kértika crop of Ragy; but by this process
the ground is as much exhausted, as if it had been sown with Na-
vony. If the Kartika crop be altogether left out, the Vaisikha crop
of rice following wheat will be as good as if the ground had been
regularly cultivated for rice alone; and in India it is a commonly
received opinion, that, where a supply of water admits of it, ground
can never be in such good heart as when regularly cultivated by a
succession of rice crops. Wheat requires a clay soil, and the man-
ner of cultivating both kinds is the same. In the two months pre-
ceding, and the one following the autumnal equinox, plough five
times. In the following month, after a rain, or after having wa-
tered the field, plough again, and drop the seed into the furrows.
Then divide it into squares, as for Jolz, and water it oncea month.
The straw is only used for fire. If given to cattle for fodder, it is
supposed capable of producing the distemper.

The ground for cultivating sugar-cane is divided into two equal
parts, which are alternately cultivated; one year with cane, and
the other with rice. It is watered either from the reservoirs, orby
the machine called Capily. In the last case, a field of two Colagas,
or three acres, one half of which is in sugar-cane, and the other in
rice, requires the constant labour of four men and eight oxen.
Day-labourers must alsc be hired to. rebuild the beiling-house, to
tie up the cane, and to weed. When the field is watered from a
reservoir, one man only is regularly employed; but to plough, to
plant, to weed, and to tie up the cane, both men and cattle must be.
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CHAPTER hired in addition. Three kinds of cane are here cultivated. The

VI

most valued is the Restalli, which grows best on a black soil, in

Aug. 1—6. which there is much sand or gravel; a good crop of this, on a

Coluga-land, produces 100 Maunds of Jagory; which is about 29%
hundred weight on an acre. The next in quality is the Caricabo, or
black-cane. It requires a pure black mould, called Eray bumi ; and,
in a good crop, produces from a Colaga-land, 60 Maunds of Jagory,
or from an acre nearly 17% hundred weight. The poorest cane is
the Maracabo, or stick cane. It is cultivated on the same kind of
soil with the Restalli; but produces only half as much Jagory as
the Caricabo, and that of a very bad quality, for it is quite black.
The cultivation of the Restalli, however, is comparatively much
more troublesome. In the course of the eight mouths following
the summer solstice, the field must be ploughed eleven times; and
once a month, during the whole of that time, 1000 sheep must be
folded for oue night on the field. It is then manured with mud
from the bottoms of the reservoirs, and ploughed again twice. The
channels are then formed, and in them the cuttings are laid down,
two and two being always placed parallel. A Colaga of land requires
50,000. The channels are then filled with water, and the cuttings
are trodden into the mud with the feet. The second watering is on
the 4th day, the third watering on the 12th; afterwards thé field,
if the soil be good, must be watered once a fortnight; or once a
week, if it part with its moisture quickly. On the 20th day the
field is weeded with the small hoe called Molu Potu, which implies
that the operation is done very superficially. On the 35th day the
whole field 1s dag with the large hoe called Yella Kudali ; and, the
earth being thrown up toward the canes in ridges, the channels for
conveying the water run between the rows. About the 90th day
the canes are tied up with a leaf of the plant in parcels of five or
six, and once a month this is repeated. When the cane is ten
months old, the crop begins, and in thirty days it must be finished.
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MYSORE, CANARA, AND MALABAR.

The farmers here say, that a fallow between the two crops of sugar« CHAPTER

cane would not answer, and that the crop of rice gives strength to
the ground.

No watered fields are here reserved for the cultivation of wheat,
or of Jola ; but when there is no rain, the bottoms of reservoirs are
cultivated for these grains, and for Curlay. This kind of ground
not being divided in Colagu-lands, no estimate can be formed of the
produce ; but both Jolz and wheat thrive better on the rice-lands.
The Carlay succeeds in the bottoms of reservoirs. The kind of Jola
sown here is the 4gara. The operation for all the three grains is
the same, and is very simple. In the second month after the winter
solstice, the ground is ploughed, and the seed is dropped into the
furrow after the plough. It is then smoothed by drawing a plank
over the ground, and no more trouble is required.

The soil in the bottom of the reservoirs is always a fine {riable
mud, being what is washed from the fields by the rains, and again
deposited, when the water stagnates in the reservoirs. In all old
reservoirs a great part is filled up by this soil, and thus their capa-
city is much diminished; and, when a village has been deserted
for some time, unless the mound breaks down, its tanks in general
become entirely obliterated. Nothing therefore can be more ad-
vantageous than the cultivators carrying away this mud as a manure
for their land ; and, as it is of an excellent quality, they would find
their advantage in taking it, as fast as formed; at least in such
parts of the country as afford them a permanent interest in the soil,
In most places however, either from indolence or want of encour-
agement, or from both, the farmers neglect to remove the mud,
and the public is put to a considerable expense In keeping the
reservoirs clear.

The leaves that are here used as manure for rice lands are, the
Hoingay, or Robiniamitis; the Coghi, or Galega purpurea ; the Yecada,
or dsclepias gigantea; the Tumbay, or Phlomis esculenta, Roxb: MSS.;
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the Umuttay, or Datura metel ; the Calli, or Euphorbium Tirucall:;
and the Hughinay.

At Sira scarcely any Ragy is cultivated as a dry crop. Those
which are raised, are Suje, Harica, Huruli, Huts’- Ellu, Avaray, To-
vary, Shamay, Navony, Harulu, Hessaru, Alasunda, ox Tadaguny,
Barugu, and cotton. By far the most common are Shamay, Suja,
and Huruli.

‘The Shamay is of three kinds; Bily, Cari, and Maliga, or Mujica.
The cultivation for the three kinds is the same, but the seeds are
always kept separate. The soil that agrees with them is the Ma-

" rulu and Daray, or poor sandy and stony lands. This sotl, if it were

dunged, would every year produce a crop of Shamay ; but, as that can
seldom be spared, the Shamay is always succeeded by a crop of Hu-
ruli, which restores the ground ; and alternate crops of these grains
may be continued, without any fallow, or without injury to the
soil. In the first four months of the year, commencing about the
vernal equinox, at any convenient opportunity plough four times.
Then, after a good rain, harrow with the rake drawn by oxen, and
sow with the drill; putting the seed of the Shamay into the Curigay;
and that of the pulses called dvaray, Tovary, Hessaru, Huruli, or
Alasunda, into the Sudiky. The first two are reckoned the best.
Then harrow with the rake drawn by oxen. They have here no
estimation for the extent of fields cultivated in this way; but for
every 48 Seers of Shamay they sow 12 Seers of some one of the
pulses. The produce in a good crop will be twenty seeds of the
Stamay. Of the others no account is kept; for the legumes, as
they ripen, are gathered for family use. Bily Shamay ripens in 51,
and Kari in 4 months; the Maliga requires only 3 months, and is
therefore preferred when the rains begin late; but it gives little
straw, and therefore in favourable seasons the others are more eli-
gible. Shamay straw is here reckoned better fodder than that
of rice; and, when mixed with the husks of Huruli or Tovary, is
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preferred even to that of Ragy. Except in case of necessity, Jola CHAPTER

straw Is never used. . ,\VIN'
- * M
The only Suje or Cambu sown here is that called Hulw. It is Aug. 1—6.
Suja, or

sown on soils similar to what are used for Shamay, and which, on piuy epi-
the dry-fields of Sira, are the most common. It is never sown two cafus.
years successively on the same ground; this however is not owing

to its exhausting the soil, but to its roots being troublesome to

remove. Next year the ground may be easily ploughed sufficiently ' 5
well for Huruli; and in the course of the second year the roots of
the Suja rot, so as to allow the ground to be fully cultivated without
trouble. In the month following the vernal equinox, plough four
times; and after the first rain that happens in the course of the two
following months, sow the seed with the drill; putting the seed of
the Suja in the Curigay; and that of the pulses called Huruli or
Tovary in the Sudiky. Then harrow with the rake drawn by oxen;
or, if the field be clear of weeds, smooth it with the Mara, or plank,
At the end of one month use, three times, the Cuntay, or hoe drawn
by oxen. In four months it ripens without farther trouble. 20
Colagas, or 160 seeds, are reckoned a good crop from twelve Seers
sowing. Cattle do not like the straw, but eat the smaller part of
it when mixed with other fodder. The full grown straw, which is
as thick as a man’s thumb, and about ten fect high, is used for

fewel.

The Huruli, like that at Seringapatam, is black and white mixed. Pulse called
It grows better on stony than on sandy soils; and gives the greatest ﬁz::‘fb,‘;ﬂ
crops when cultivated on land that has been waste, and over-run
with bushes ; but it also thrives tolerably ou land that is alternately
cultivated with it and Skamay, or Suja. In the month which pre-
cedes and that which follows the autumnal equinox, sow the seed
broad-cast, and then cover it with the plough, In four months it
ripens without farther trouble, and in a good season produces ten
seeds. Both straw and husks are reckoned good for labouring

Vor. L. 3G



410 A JOURNEY FROM MADRAS THROUGH

CHAPTER cattle; but, owing probably to some idle prejudice, they are said to

Ji\, be bad for milch cows.
g\l%ialn-t-}fr-o_ The Huts'- Ellu is sown near villages, in places where rubbish and
ducing oil,  dirt are thrown. First, at the same season with the Huruli, sow the
‘}?ijag}lu seed, and then plough the field twice. In three months it ripens
without farther trouble, and in a good year produces sixteen seeds.

Navony, or The Navony cultivated on dry-field is that calicd By, and is
Panicum ita-

licum. raised either on the two poorer soils, or on a black mould that has

been prepared for it by a crop of the pulse called Hessaru. It is
considered as exhausting the ground; but this is obviated by
ploughing up the field immediately after the Navony has been cut,
and thus exposing the soil to the air. Inthe two months following
the vernal equinox, plough four times. With the next good rain,
harrow with the rake drawn by oxen, and sow the seed with the
drill; putting Navony in the Curigay, and the pulse called Avaray
in the Sudiky. In three months it ripens without farther trouble,
and in a good crop produces 96 seeds. Ior cattle, the straw is
better than that of rice,

Harulu, or Harulu, of the kind called Phola, is here cultivated. For thisa
Ricinus pal-

e Cirs sandy soil is reckoned best; and as it is thought to improve the

soil, the little Ragy that is sown on dry-field generally follows it.
In the first month after the vernal equinox, plough twice; then,
with the first rain in the next month, at every cubit’s distance
throughout the field, draw furrows intersecting each other at right
augles. At every intersection drop a seed, and cover them with
another furrow. After two months weed with the plough; and
with the Cuntay, or hoe drawn by oxen, throw the earth in ridges

toward the young plants. In six months it begins to give ripe
fruit, which for three months 1s gathered once a week.
Pulse called ~ The Hessaru cultivated here is called Cari, or black, and requires
a black soil, to which it is said to add much strength. Itis there-
fore taken alternately with Navony, or with Huts'-Ellu, both of

Hessaru.

kind ag
little ra
second
After th
dnli, an
and plov
trouble,
Nar
of Medi
Balaker,
which i
Io the
times,
seed wit
ing lines
again be
plants a
these fu
hoe is u
many o
three o
begins 1,
The plan
Tiny seg
month g
ment, ap,
yar Iy
aud q ¢y




MYSORE, CANARA, AND MALABAR.

which are considered as exhausting crops. It is cultivated exactly
in the same manner as Huruli is, ripeus in three months, and in a
good year produces sixteen seeds. Lxcept for feeding camels, its
straw or husks are of no use.

Barugu is of two kinds ; white, and black. A sandy soil of any
kind agrees with this corn, which is also valuable as requiring very
little rain. The straw is better fodder than that of rice. In the
second month after the vernal equinox, plough three times.
After the next rain, in the following month, either sow with the
drill, and harrow with the rake drawn by oxen, or sow broad-cast,
and plough in the seed. In three months it ripens without farther
trouble, and in a favourable season produces sixteen seeds.

Near Sira a very small quantity of cotton is raised ; and, like that
of Madhu-giri, it is of a quality inferior to what is brought from
Balahari, and other places nearer the Krishna river. The soil on
which it is sown is a black clay containing nodules of lime-stone,
In the two months following the vernal equinox, plough three
times. At any convenient time, in the two next months, mix the
seed with dung, and drop it in the furrows after the plough, form-
ing lines about nine inches apart. A month afterwards plough
agaiu between the lines; and in order to destroy the superfluous
plants and weeds, use the hoe drawn by oxen three times, crossing
these furrows at right angles. The second and third times that this
hoe is used, it must follow the same track as at first; otherwise too
many of the plants would be destroyed. Between each hoeing
three or four days should intervene. In six months the cotton
begins to produce ripe capsules, and continues in crop four more,
The plants are then cut close to the ground ; and after the next
rainy season the field is ploughed twice in contrary directions. A
month afterwards it is hoed once or twice with the same imple-
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vear. In the third year a crop of Shamay or Navony must be taken,
and in the fourth year cotton is again sown, as at first.
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I have strong suspicions, that the chiefof the village, or Gauda, from
whom I had most of the above information, although a very sensible
man, diminished in his accounts the produce of the different grains.
There being no estimate of the extent of dry-lands here, it will be
very difficult to forin any comparison between the success of the
operations of husbandry here and in other places. The increase on
the seed is scarcely any guide; as in different places and countries
the quantity sown on the same extent of ground is extremely va-
rious; and the only rule, on which we ought to depend, in judging
of the success of agriculture, is the quantity of grain produced on
the same extent of ground after deducting the seed. With the
wretched climate and agriculture of the highlands of Scotland, four
seeds of oats is reckoned a good crop; and at Sira the farmer ex-
pects 64 fold from his field of Jola ; but after deducting seed, the
highlander has 18 bushels from his acre, while the Hindu has only
17%; for on the acre the former sows nearly 24 times as much seed
as the latter does.

I measured a field said to require 12 Seers of Huruli, or 2 Seers
of Suja, or 12 Seers of Shamay for seed, and found 1t to contain 224
acres. On these data the acre requires only about &% parts of a
peck for the seed of Shamay and Huruli ; of the former, according
to the Gaudd’s rate of twenty seeds, it would produce only about
32 bushels with a little pulse; and of the Huruli it would produce
less than 2 bushels. An acre would sow about 0,124 parts of a
peck of Suje, and produce something less than 5 bushels with a

little pulse.

I am farther confirmed in believing that the Geuda under-rated
the produce, by having measured a field which had been last year
sown with Huruli. It took 24 Seers of seed, and in a bad year pro-
duced 5 Colagas, or 20 seeds, which is double what he stated as the
produce of a good year. The field contained 3 acres 9 chains. At

~ this rate, the seed for an acre is about &% parts of a peck, and the

produce about four bushels. This last agrees with the account

obtain
fair o1
requir
Int
all the
length
About
the wi
tany G
would
ratiah
the i
ted
-LOWD
w0 fi

JRE L
FLTE)

tions «
agrees
probal
for, by
opport
I thi
must |

The
1 Py
cula ¢
oader,
adopt,
the (,
those

Exc
any f;
in the;



MYSORE, CANARA, AND MALABAR.

obtained at Madhu-giri from Trimula Nayaka, which I consider as a2 CHAPTER

fair one; and all the Gauda’s statements will probably be found to
require a similar amendment.

In the government of Dilawur Khan a measurement was made of
all the besel-nut gardens in this district; an area of six poles in
length by five in breadth being called a Colaga, or Wocula-land.
About twenty years ago the Sultan extended this measurement to
the whole district, and found that the pole was in length 131 Sul-
tany Gujas, each of which is equal to 37: English inches. This
would make the /¥ ocula-land nearly 128 acre; but during the 4{a-

100

rattak invasion all the accompts of the measurement were lost, and
the /Vocula-lands now in use are the old computed ones which ex-
isted formerly in the public registers. Of course, from favour
shown to individuals, they are of very different sizes, I measured
two fields, and found that by the one the Wocula-land contained

o5 acre, and by the other 1,%. In my account of the produc-

tions of watered-land, 1 have taken the last as the standard, as it
agrees with the result of my inquiries at Madhu-giri. It is very
probable, however, that Dilawur Khan’s estimate is more accurate;
for, by having long governed the country, he certainly had better
opportunities of ascertaining the fact than I could possibly have.
In this case, the seed and produce stated for an acre in the table
must be increased in the proportion of 150 to 116,

The measure of grain originally established here was 64 Dudus=
1 Puddy ; 2 Puddies =1 Seer ; 4 Scers =1 Bulla; 16 Bullas=1 ¥o-
cula or Colaga; and 20 Colagas =1 Canduca. Purnea has given
oxrders, that the Sultany Seer should be used ; and in fact it has been
adopted, and 6 Seers are considered as equal to the Bulla; so that
the Candaca and Wocula here are, at present, exactly the same with
those of Muadhu-giri.

Except proprictors of gardens, none of the farmers here have
any fixed property in their lands. The officers of government, or
in their stead the renter, may give the land to any person who will
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CHAPTER pay 2 higher rent than the former occupant. In some villagesa

VL

&’v‘._.:'
Aug. 1—0.

new bargain is made once a year; in others, it is usual to make a
bargain for each crop. In general, the bargain is made for a cer-
tain sum of money; at other times the farmers will only agree to
cultivate the lands according to the usual division of crops. In
every village the custom in doing this differs. At the Kasba, or
chief town of the district, the following is the manner in which it
is done. The division is always made on the actual measurement.

Upon every Candaca, or 1920 Scers, are paid,
Seers.

To the government for Icala, explained below . - - 192
To the Amildar’s office, or Cutchery, for oil and stationary 24
To mendicant Bréhmans, Jangamas, and Mussulman Fakirs 12

To the 7oty, or watchman - - - - - - 6
To the measurer - - - - - - - 6
To the Pujiris of the temples of the Saktis, &e. - - 24
To the Suligaru, or village officers:
Gauda, or chief - - - - - - 24
Shanaboga, or accomptant - - - - - 24
Talliar: or Tallewara, or beadle - - - 2
Nirgunty, or distributor of water - - - 24
Barber - - - - - - - - 12

Blacksmith - - - - - - - 12
To the government - - - - - - - 768
To the farmer - - - - - - - 768

Seers - 1920

The Icala 15 given in place of stoppages which were formerly
made for officers, to whom the government now pays fixed salaries,
The hereditary Gauda, or chief, receives his fee, whether he rents
the village or not. Where the soil is bad, and machinery has been
used to procure water, the government receives no Icala, aud in
place of one half has only one third share. Inthe Kdrtika crop the
priests of the Saktis get nothing,
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A plough wrought by one man aund two oxen, if the reservoir
afford all the water that is necessary, can labour two Wocula-lands
of irrigated ground; but, if the Capily be used, this stock can only
cultivate one HWocula-land. The richest farmer in the place, who is
the Gauda, or chief of a village, whom I have before mentioned,
has ten ploughs; no other person has above six. About a fourth of
the cultivators have one plough, a half two, and the remaining
fourth from three to six. A farmer who has four ploughs, and who
may be cousidered as a man in easy circumstances, ought to have
four men and four women servants with etght oxen. In seed-time
and harvest he will require eight additional labourers. Two men
and four oxen are required to work a Capily from sun-rise to sun-
set. Men servants hirtd as 'Batigaru, or by the year, get monthly
8 Fanams, about 5s. 4d., and women get half as much. A man’s
daily wages is £ of 2 Fanam, or about 24.; a woman’s of a Fanam,
or about 47 farthings.

The weights used here are, 22 Rupees=1 Seer ; 56 Seers==1 Maund,
or 3174 1b. By this every thing sold here is weighed ; but goods
sent to other countries, such as Coco-nuts, are weighed by a Maund
of 48 Seers, or 2657 L.

Twice a month the Cutwal, or officer of police for the chief town
of the district, assembles the merchants, and settles the exchange
of money. Atpresent the Fanam exchanges for 162 elephant Dudus,
and is equal to 5 of a Sultany Pagode. Small copper coins called
Casu, and equal to + of the Dudu, are here in common currency ;
as are also the shells called Cowries, of which 16 are equal to one
Casu. All accompts are kept in Canter’-raya Pagodas and Fanams.

‘The merchants of Sira possess considerable enterprise, and carry
coods to the countries ceded to the Nizam on the south of the
Krishna, to the country near Darware ceded to the Marattahs, to
Chatrakal, to the vicinity of Nagara, to Seringapatam, and to Ban-
galore; and merchants from all these countries resort to this
mart,
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A JOURNEY FROM MADRAS THROUGH

At present the trade with the Nizam’s country is not safe; and
the merchants, and other inhabitants, are rapidly emigrating into
the Riju’s dominions. The places, with which there was formerly
an intercourse here, were Rdya-durge, Kalyana-durga, Balahari,
Guiti, Rajawully- Adcany, Tadepatry, .Pamudz’, Dharmawara, Nilomu-
dodi, Penu-conda, Indu-pura, Moedogusheria, Nedavena-hully, Cundu-
rupi, Ratna-giri, Cumpuli, Hirialu, Cuddapa, and Condacundi. The
goods brought from thence are silk cloths, cotton cloths, plain and
with silk borders, chintses, and coarse cotton cloths, all the manu-
factures of these places. The colours being better fixed, they sell
higher than the goods of Bangalore. The returns from Sira are
dried coco-nut kernels or Copra, Betel-nut, Jagory, Popli bark, Lac,
and steel the manufacture of this neighbowrhood. These are the
staple articles ; but occasionally oxen, buffaloes, boiled butter, or
Ghee, oil, and tobacco have been sent. The merchauts whom I here
assembled at first asserted, that one half of the returns from hence
were made in cash; but this they afterwards retracted, and alleged
that the coco-nut kernels sent from hence greatly exceeds in value
all the goods imported. )

The intercourse with the Marattah country is perfectly undis-
turbed ; and the places with which it is carried on, are Darwara,
Hubuli, Gudagu, Lechmeshura-Butcaray, Mulugunda, Catricay, Hum-
sagara, and Havery. The imports from thence are cotton wool,
thread white and red, coarse and fine red cotton cloth, white cotton
cloth with silk borders, dark blue cotton cloth, chints, sackcloth or
Goni, tent cloth, matrasses, blankets, dates, raisins, almonds, wal-
nuts, Carthamus flowers or Cossumba, asafeetida, sulphur, and red-
lead. The exports from Sira are oxen, buffaloes, Popl: bark, a root
called Lavansa, which, I believe, is that of the long pepper, Lac,
and steel, with I of cash, Of this last, however, I am doubtful.

The imports from the Nagara country to Sira are Betel-nut, black-
pepper, cardamoms, Lavanga patri a leaf used in medicine, Cabob-
china (the buds of the Laurus Cassia), bastard cinnamon (bark of
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the Laurus Cassia), and sandal-wood. The exports from Sira to CHAPTER
Nagara are blankets, Bangalore cloths, country steel, tobacco, oil, JI-
boiled butter, or Ghee, buffaloes, and cash to the amount of one half Aug. 1—6.

of the imports.

The imports from Chatrakal consist of ready money for the pur- Commerce

chase of sugar. kal.

with Chatra-

The country near Seringapatam supplies Sira with a great deal of Commerce

grain, and receives back ready money, boiled butter, oil, dry ginger,

. paetam,
limes, and coco-nuts.

with Seringa-

The black pepper and Betel-nut from Nagara, with some of the Commerce

latter from this country, are sent to Bangalore for the manufactures 4,

of that place, and for the goods imported at Madras by sea.

with Banga-

Most of the Betel-nut 1s disposed of at Gubi, at which place there Commerce

is annually sold about 15,000 Maunds, or about 3,575 hundred
weight.  All this is not the produce of the district of Sire; but is
collected from several others in the neighbournood. The Gubi
merchants allege, that at their fairs more than double this quantity
1s sold.

The grand article of produce here for exportation is the Copra, Copra.
or dried kernel of the coco-nut. Many of the merchants make
advances to the proprietors of gardens. At the time of advance
the price is fixed, and the farmer has no right to sell his Copra to
another, and to repay the merchant who made the advances. The
average price is four Fawams a Maund, or 11s. 3+d. a hundred
weight.

The cattle employed in this trade are buffaloes and oxen. The Carriage
buffaloes of the Nizam's country are the best, and daily carry 1g e
Maunds or 3201b. three cosses, or about nine miles. The oxen of
this country-breed are the best, and daily carry 8 Maunds, or 213 1b.
four cosses or twelve miles. In order to be able to do this,
these cattle must be fed on oil-cake, or on cotton-seed and straw.

The Nizam's country, abounding with cotton, wonderfully improves
the oxen tlatare bred in this neighbourhood. An ox bought here
Vor. L, 3H

with Gubi.
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for four Pagodas, by keeping one year in the place, will be worth ten
Pagodas. The native oxen of that country do not improve so fast,

probably from having been always Gsed to a stronger diet than those

of this place have when young.

The weavers in Sira are of two kinds ; the Bily Muggas, and I¢-
vingas. The former weave a coarse thin muslin called Shilla. That
made for the dress of women, called Shiray, is the coarsest, and is
called 7Funtacuddy. 1t is in pieces 18 cubits long by 2 broad, and
sells unbleached for 5% Fanams, or about 3s. 84. The Krucudy
Shilla, intended for men’s dress, is finer; and is from 28 to 26 cubits
long, by 1& cubit broad. It sells from 6% to 10 Fanams a piece
{from 4s. 4d. to Gs. 8d.). These cloths are bought up by twosets of
dyers; the Niligaru, who dye it blue; and the Marattahs, who dye
with Cossumba, or flowers of the Carthamus. ‘Yhey advance money
to the weavers for two or three pieces at a time.

The Dévdngas here make two thick coarse cloths; the one called
Cadi is plain, and resembles what is made by the Whalliaru near
Bangalore ; and the other has red borders, like the cloth of the
Togotarus. The whole of the cloth made here is used in the imme-
diate neighbourhood.

The Bily- Mugga weavers eonsider this name as a term of reproach,
and call themselves Curivina Banijigaru. They are an original tribe
of Karnata, Some of them are dealers in clothor grain, and a few
are farmers. They have no hereditary chiefs; but infractions of
the rules of cast are punished by their clergy or Jangamas; who
are, however, bound to act by the advice of the elders of the tribe,
should the fault be of such magnitude as to require excommunica-
tion. An assembly of the heads of families settles disputes. They
pretend to be one of the tribes of pure Banjjigas, and to be capable

of being appointed to the priesthood. They say, that there are six
tribes of proper Banijigas; the Badagulu, the Pancham, the Stalada,
the Turcana, the Juinu, and the Curivina. All these can eat toge-
ther; but cannot intermarry, unless they have been appointed
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Jangamas ; and the descendants of these never marry with the CHAPTER

laity, although among themselves they lose ull former distinetions.

VI,
L~

Each of these six tribes are again divided into Gé¢rams, and a man Aug. 1--6.

and woman of the same Gétram can never marry. The Gétrams of
the Curivina are sixty-six in number. ‘They may marry as many
wives as they please; but cannot divorce them, except for adultery;
and it is not unusual for a husband to keep his wife after she has
been guilty of this crime. Women are marriageable even after the
age of puberty; and widows may-live with a man n a kind of
left-hand marriage, and be called Cutigas, or concubines; but both
the man with whom they live, and their children, are considered as
legitimate. If a woman leaves her husband, and cohabits with ano-
ther man of the same cast, she is called 2 Hadra; but her children
are not disgraced. Any woman, even an uamarticd one, who has
connexion with a man of a strange cast, is excommunicated. A
widow ought to bury herself alive in her husband’s grave;. but the
custom has become entirely obsolete. The people of this cast eat
no animal food, nor drink any intoxicating liquor. They never take
the vow of Pdséri. They are allowed to read all the books belong-
ing to the sect, among which they do not reckon the Védas. They
wear the Linga, and their adorations are principally directed to
that emblem of Siva. Their women offer fruit and flowers to Ada-
rima, and the other Sektis; but this is not done by the men.  They
do not believe in the Virika, or spirits of chaste men. Their Gurus
are the same with those of the Pancham Banijigaru ; the five chief
thrones being called Paravutla at Humpa, Verupacshy near the Zun-
gubhadra river, Hujiny, Balahully, and Nidamavudy. Their lay fol-
lowers of thie cast these Gurus make what is called Detcha. The
Detcha, having shaved and washed his head, is instructed in some
Mantrams, or forms of prayer, whichare in the vulgar tongue, but
which, like the Upadésa of the Brdhmans, are kepta profound secret.
The Guru then bestows on the Detcha some consecrated herbs and
water, and the Detcha in teturn gives him some money. This
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CHAPTER ceremony is analagous to the Dkana of the Bréhmans. The Gurus
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on their eircuits receive also from their followers Dharma, or cha-
rity, or rather duty, but have no fixed dues. The Einaru attend
at marriages, births, and funerals, at Mala-paksha, as the Tithi of
the Sitdras 1s called, and at all great feasts. On these occasions
they perform Puji to the Linga, reading some Mantrams, in the
vulgar tongue however, and pouring over it some water and flowers,
which by this means are consecrated, and then are divided among
the people whom the occasion has assembled. The Einaru then
eats something that has been prepared for him, and at marriages
receives a small sum of money. The Panchinga, or village astro-
loger, attends on similar occasions, and reads AManframs in the
vulgar language. He is of course paid for his trouble.

Here, some Dévingas of the Karnate nation do not wear the
Linga ; but still they consider Cari Baswa Uppa as their Guru.
They will eat in the house of a Dévinga who wears the Linga, but
he will not return the compliment. They eat in common, but do
not intermarry with the Zelinga Dévingas, who, like themselves,
worship Siva, without wearing his indecent badge. They eat ani-
mal food, an indulgence which has probably occasioned the sepa-
ration. They ought not to drink spirituous liquors, As a kind of
excuse, or pretence for eating the flesh, they offer bloody sacrifices
to the Saktis. They take the vow of Ddséri, but do not pray to the
Virika, or spirits of men sainted for chastity. They acknowledge
transmigration, as a future state of reward and punishment.

The Sadru WWoculigas are a cast of Karnata origin and Sidra birth;
they are divided into two tribes that seem to have no communion ;
the Cumblagataru Sadru, and the Sadru simply so called. The Sadru
proper are cultivators, both as masters and servants; they act as
Candachara, or native militia, and sometimes trade in grain. They
have no hereditary chiefs; but their disputes are settled by a
council of four Sadru Gaudas, or chief farmers, who also punish all
transgressions against the rules of cast, excommunicating licentious
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women, and other heinous offenders, and reprimanding those who CHAPTER

have been guilty of less enormous faults. By religion they are
divided into three classes, those who worship Jaina, those who wor-
ship Siva, and those who worship Fishnu under the form of Fencaty
Ramana ; but this does not prevent intermarriages, and the woman
always adopts the religion of her husband, They are also divided
into a number of families analagous to the Gé¢rams of the Bréimans ;
and a man never intermarries with a woman of the same family,
They have among them a bastard gace, descended from widows, who
have become the kind of concubines called Cutigas; but they are
not numerous, and are held in great contempt by the others. The
Gauda whom I have so often mentioned is the person that gives me
the information concerning the cast. He is a worshipper of Ven-
caty Ramana, and denies any belief in a future state; his worship
of the gods being performed with a view of obtaining temporal
blessings. This sect take the vow of Ddséri, and bury the dead.
‘They can write accompts, but have no books nor science. They cat
no animal food, and ought not to drink spirituous liquors, They
are allowed as many wives as they can obtain; but do not divorce
them for any cause except adultery. Girls continue to be mar-
riageable even after the age of puberty; and widows are not ex-
pected to bury themselves with their husbands hodies; but their
becoming concubines of the kind called Cutigas is considered as
very disgraceful to all their connections. Their Guru is Tata Achd-
rya, an hereditary chief of the 8r: Paishnavam Brahmans. e bestows
on his followers holy-water and consecrated victuals, and accepts
their charity. The Panchinga, or village astrologer, is their Purd-
hita, and attends at marriages, births, the building of a new house,
and at Mala-paksha, the ceremony which the Sidras annualily per-
form in commemoration of their deceased parents, The Sadru who
worship Siva are but few in number, and wear the Linga. The third
sect of Sadru worship only the god Jaina, but do not intermarry
with the true Jainaru. These burn the dead. The Gauda says, that

VI
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CHAPTER formerly all the Sadru were Jainu ; but that his ancestors, disliking

that religion, betook themselves to worship Vishnu. They have
not adopted the worship of the Saktis, of Dharma Rija, nor of the
Virika.
'The Ladas, or Ladaru, have a language quite different from all
the others that are spoken south of the Krishna river. This lan-
guage they call Chaurasi; and say, that it is spoken at a city called
Caranza, which is near the river Gédavari. In fact, it is a dialect of
that spoken near Benares, to whigh the others have much less resem-
blance. The Ladaru say, that, in consequence of a famine in their
own country, about five hundred years ago, they came to this neigh-
bourhood. They serve as cavalry ; trade, especially in horses; and
farm lands, bat never cultivate them with their own hands. They
assume the title of Kshatryas of the family of the sun, and wear a
string like the Brdhmans. They will not intermarry with the Ryj-
puts, or other pretenders to a royal descent; but they are treated
by the Brihmans werely as Sudras, and in fact seem to be the
highest rank of Siédras in their native country, like the Kayash-
thas of Bengal, or the Keri¢ Nairs of Malyala. They are of 14
different families, like the Gétrams of the Brahmans; and some
arve followers of the Siva Brdhmans, and some of the Sri Faishnavam:
‘hut this does not produce a separation of cast ; for the woman always
adopts the religion of her husband. They have no hereditary chiefs;
but the affairs of the tribe are managed by an assembly of the heads
of families. For small faults these assemblies reprimand ; for adul-
tery, or for eating forbidden food, or with forbidden persons, they
excommuvicate. Many of them read Sanskrit, and study every
kind of book except the Védas, which they never presume to in-
spect. My informers are worshippers of Fishnu ; yet their Guru is
a Smartal Brdhiman, who bestows consecrated victuals and holy-
water, and receives their Dharma. When they are 6 or 7 years of
age, they receive from the Panchdnga their first thread, and Upa-
désa, at a ccremony called Upanéna. At this the Panchinga reads
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Mantrams, as also at births, marriages, full and new moons, at
Sankrintis, or the first days of the solar months, at funerals, and at
the AMala-paksha latcly mentioned. These Ladas sacrifice to the
Saktis, especially to the goddess Bhawdni. The Pujéris or priests
in the temples of this idol are called Bombolas, who observe the
rules of Sannydsi, especially celibacy, and yet go absolutely naked.
They have disciples, who are also Sannydsis, but who are not con-
sidered as sufliciently holy to be allowed to show their nudities.
Part of the sacrifices are eaten by the votary, and part by the Bom-
bola; but the animal is sometimes mmade a burnt offering to the
idol, which in this country is done by no other cast. This burnt-
offering is by the Ladas called Hémam, which is the same name that
the Brahmans use for their burnt-offerings ; but these always consist
of flour, or other vegetable matter. It is true, that the Brdhmans
bave a burnt sacrifice of animals, which they call Fugam; but it
must be preceded by such a severity of penance, and is attended
with such enormous expense, that no one in these degenerate days
is either willing or able to undertake such an offering. The proper
Sakti Pijjd, that ought to be performed to Bhawdni, has also fallen
into disuse here among the Ladas; but my interpreter says, that at
Madras it is very common, The votary takes an animal, and offers
it as a sacrifice to the idol in presence of a beautiful young woman
who is perfectly naked. It issupposed, that any person who, while
in the perfurmance of this sacred ceremony, should even look with
desire at the charms exposed to his view, would be instantly struck
dead; no one, therefore, undertakes it who has not great confidence
in the power which he has over his passions. By the Brdhmans this
ceremony is much condemned, and ought to deprive any onc of his
cast that attempted its performance ; yet some of them aresaid in a
private maoner to have recourse to this superstition, as it is supposed
to have wonderful efficacy in procuring temporal success and feli-
city. Some of the Ladaru take the vow of Ddséri, and at the same

time receive Chakrantikam. 'These beg only one day in the week,
L
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travel about as vagabonds making a noise with bells and conchs.
The Laedas burn their dead, who ought to be accompanied on the
pile by their widows; but this custom has become obsolete.
Widows are not permitted to become concubines of the kind called
Cutigas, nor are the men allowed to keep those called Hadras. A
girl, after ten years of age, is no longer marriageable. The men
may take as many wives as they can procure, but can enly divorce
them for adultery. Persons of this cast drink no spirituous liquors;

and, as is usual in Bengal, eat no animal food, except that which has
been offered as a sacrifice,
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