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"How in dayg of yore the art of spinning bad been earried to a 
fineness enabling one pound of cotton to be spun into a length of 250 
mi1~~. how India used to export a large quantity of cloth to England 
anti other foreign countries,-and how the Indian Cotton Industry 
was systematically crushed by the agents of the East India Company 
are facts well-known to students of history and well-depicted in this 
ably written booklet. 

As is evident hom the bibliography, the author of the present 
work has done lahorious research into the subject, and thrown a flood 
of light on the vicissitudes of the Industry in the past, by his having 
access to ~eyeral not easily accessible literature and documents. He 
has also made several useful suggestions for the amelioration of the 
cotton industry of the present time. I congratulate him for writing 
such an excellent monograph on the subject and hope that those 
-interested in this industry will find it a really useful publication." 

Extracts from Reviews 

.• Economiat" (dated 1st March 1930).-A monograph on the his~ 

tory of the Indian Cotton Industry, which is a usefu1 aid to the under
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"Statist" (dated the 29th March 1930).-A11 able review of the

histor~' aTItl present position of cotton Industry in India . 

.. Indian Finance ".--With the wealth of ~tatistics and other infor
mation whieh are none too ea~ily available in India, Mr. Gandhi's 
monograph has an irrefutable claim on the attention of every student 
of economics, inter('sted Or disinterested. 

U Bombay Chronicle ".-A very well got up and exceHently written 
monograph on one of the most important national industries in India. 

'. Times of India ".-This book is a commendable thesis and an 
.excellent basis from which to prosecute his further investigations. 
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"This monograph is a very opportune publication and I con
gratulate its painstaking author who is intimately connected with 
"various commercial organisations for indicating in a very clear, lucid 
and convincing manner, the methods of combating the foreign cloth 
-evil, by producing the cloth required, from internal sources. 

The author has had the rare fortune of having the proof~ of his 
book gone through by Mahatma Gandhi and it wi11 be a considerable 
satisfaction to the public to know that the book has met with the 
general approval of Mahatmaji. I am also glad to find that he has 
inoorporated somc suggestions made by 'Mahatmaji and thus made 
his book more useful and authoritative..... " 

• • • • • 
Extract from the Foreword of Mahatma Gandhi to the 
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., I read the book n Yerrawada Mandir. The Book is suitable 
to the present times. It can be prm'ed therefrom that the exclusion 
.of foreign cloth cannot be achieved, without the aid of spinning 
wheels, and Khaddar. There are many useful statistics in the book.1t 

• • • • 
Extracts from Reviews 

B. B. Gregji(, Boston, Mass., U. S. A. 

• 

"With great care and industry the author has amassed a 
"Wonde-rfuHy complete set of statistics bearing on the position of 
hand spinning, hand weaving and cotton mills in the economics of 
-cloth production in India. With it goes illuminating discussion and 
-comment. This work is not only timely now, but it "ill remain a 
valuable histori('al !:iource book for the future, because it marks the 
slate of !:iignificant economic affairs at the critical point in modem 
Indian history," 

Indian Finance, Cah:utta 
., He has just brought out a book, which should please the heart 

-of his illustrious nameBake and whirh ha!' already rercivf>d his full 
benediction ............ He has conceh'ed his the~is with sufficient clarity 
and presented it in a very readable and argumentative form." 
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FOREWORD 
By 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas. Kt., C.I.E., M.B.E. 

The Textile Industry in India dates from time immemorial, and 
the romance of this industry can ahvays be read with great interest 
and considerable instruction by many. There are several lessons tu 
be drawn from the development of this industry III India, and 
Mr. l\J. P. Gandhi's present volume, to my mind, fills a real need. 

The Textile Industry. as an indigenous hanoicraft industry 
reached its zenith centuries back in India. At one time, the textile 
manuafctures of India were a fashion and luxury even in Europe. 
That the lndustrial Reyolution was bound to alter the character of 
this industry goes without saying, but due to political circumstance:") 
prinripally, tht geographical centre of the cotton industry was shifted 
afar, and the age-old handicraft industry came to a pathetic and almost 
violent and untimely end. Instead, therefore, of a gradual transition 
to the ~Iachine Era, we have in India a gap after 1760, which 
threatened to be permanent. But the genius of the people slowly and 
steadily adapted itself to the new conditions, and the foundations of 
the existing cotton textile industry in India were laid in the \Vestern 
I 'residency. 

The story of the fortunes and vicissitudes of this industry, reborn 
as it seemed, is intermingled with politics. Lancashire, the new home 
of the industry, from the start, remained hostile and apprehensive of 
the industry in India, and pulled the political strings to monopolise for 
herself the Imlian market. This comparatively short-sighted attitude 
was hased upon the fallacious notion that the permanent interests of 
England were opposed to those of India, an attitude \,·hich, admittedly, 
has not disappeared even to~day. This had three~fold effects. 
Economically, by keeping down India industrial1y, the ·purchasing 
power of the masses \\,a5 restricted, and, so, automati~.'allv, also the 
market for Lancashire goods in India. Secondly, the re~arding of 
industrial growth in I ndia had a stimulating effect on the growth of 
industries in non-Empire countries, competition irom which, in course 
of time, grew to be so effective that England was forced to protect 
herseli by Imperial Preference Tariffs from being literally ousted 
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from the Empire markets. This retribution was all the more tragic 
as, act'ording to the liberal traditions in which the Lancashire industry 
gre\\' up, power to compete was considered to be the only raison d' etre 
uf en:n the existence of an industry. Thirdly, this attitude led to 
murh political discontent and distrust of British rule in India, and 
eventually burst out in boycott of Lancashire goods as a political 
weapon. 

Keen controversy and Il).uch heart-burning surrounds several of 
the acts of omission and commission in the handling of this industry 
by the Government of India which was not quite a free agent and had 
to take instructions from \Vhitehall influenced as the latter was by 
Lancashire. But it is refreshing to note, from some records of British 
members of the Governor-General's Executive Cuuncil, that at certain 
critical periods, they stood up for the T ndian Textile Industry m a 
manner which must be the admiration of Indians for all time. 

To-day, in a world harassed by exchange restrictions and tariff 
barriers of all kinds, the full development and expansion of the Textile 
lndustry promises to be the best solution of the marketing problem of 
the cotton-grower of India, who finds several of his previous market~ 
being shut out for some reason or other. I am not an advocate of 
economic isolation, but India cannot overlook the dangers of too much 
economic dependence. 

:'\Ir. Gandhi may not claim to have dealt with the que:-;tion exhaus
tively in all its varied aspects, hut there is little doubt that a study of 
the Textile Industry, as he has brought it out, would be useful to the 
(.'ountry at large, As to the constructive work to be done in this din~c
tion in the future, I consider helpful suggestions to be invaluable. and 
I feel that every publication which aims at drawing attention to the 
defects which ~xisted till nO\..,,,, and to the undoubted possihilities of the 
industry in the future. should be welcomed by the Indian puhlic. 1 
ha\'e every confidence that Mr. ~r. p, Ganrlhi's contribution in the pages 
which follow wi11 be useful in this direction. 

I. Suneeta," 

i{idge i{oad, 
Bumba)', 17th ~!ay, 1937, 

p\lrsho\amdas Thak\lrdas. 



AUTHOR'S PREFACE 
It was in 1930 that I published my monograph on the I nelian 

Cotton TextiJe J ndustry-its Past, Present and Future. J t was written 
uy me in the year 1924 at the Henares Hindu Cniversity (where I \\';J'; 

then a post-graduate student pursuing my studies for the M. A. Degre~ 

in Political Economy and Political Philosophy), for submission in C0111-

petition for the Ashburner prize of the Bombay Cniversity, which was 
awarded to me in 1925. 

Having a few copies in stock and finding that there was a keen 
demand for it, r have now decided to publish it again. and in doing so, 1 
have taken the opportunity of thoroughly revising it, and of bringing 
it completely up-ta-date. In the earlier portion of the text, I have made 
:.;ome additions also, based on the recent discoveries in ~1ohenj(J-Dard 
10 ~ind. 

In this monograph I have attempted to present a faithful picture 
of the histury as \\'elJ as the economics of the Industry at its various 
stages commencing from the rcmale Vedic period upto the present 
time, and have come to the conclusion that the Indian Cotton Textile 
[ndustry-the biggest industry in India, manned, controlled and 
financed largely by the nationals of the country, deserves adequate 
protection and help at the hands of the Government who have given 
it protection in a halting and spasmodic manner during the last few 
years. I cannot help feeling that if the industry were given a liberal 
measure of protection for a few years and put in a position \\:hereby 
it would be able to meet competition from cloth manufaetured in Japan 
.:lS well as Lancashire, it would be possible for it \vithin a brief period 
to develop its efficiency to a stage which \vould do a\,lay with the 
necessity of imposition of heavy import duties on foreign piecegoods, 
The lndian Cotton mill industry, with the ass.istance of the Handloom 
industry, would easily be able to meet almost entirely the demand of 
doth in this country, and there is no reason why India which produces 
such large quantities of raw (ott on should have to rlepend upon other 
countries for the supply of piecegoods. manufactured in certain cases, 
irom her own cotton, for her own requirements. Any unoiassed 
(,bserver would be able to see that the Government of I nelia have never 
taken a thoroughly nationalist outlook in regard to the establishment 
and consolidation of the lndian Cotton Textile Industrv and have 
always been hesitating in taking suitable action. being afraid 
as to what reactions their pohcy In relation to the tariff duties 
would produce in the minds of Lancashire. Due to sU4..'h 
weakness in the attitude of the Government of 1ndia, who an.' 
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the custodians of the interests of this country, towards this indigenous 
industry, Lancashire has been encouraged to become more and. more 
bold and has been pressing for adoption of preferential measures 
which would enable her to retain an important position in the supply 
of cloth to this country, to the detriment of the home industry, and 
other competitors in the Indian market. \Vith the expansion of the 
mill production as abo the hand loom produdion under the impetus of 
the spirit of Swadeshi, and the etTorts made by the Village Industries 
Association, established under the auspices of the Indian N atienal 
Congress, and under the leadership of :Mahatma Gandhi, it is hardly 
necessary for lndia to depend upon foreign countries for the supply 
of her requirements of piecegoods, to any large extent. as diversified 
kinds uf ('loth neeaeo by the people can be produced inside the country, 
I wish that even at this late stage, the Government of India may be per· 
suadeu to look at this question of protection to the J ndian Cotton Textile 
Industry, with which the fortunes of a large number of people in this 
country are closely bound, from an entirely nationalistic point of view, 
and that they may be induced to take bold measures for assisting the 
industry to overcome competition from other countries, at the earliest 
date. I also feel that it is equally essential for the indigenous industry 
to increase its efficiency and put its own house in order, so that it may 
he able to get rid of her dependence on Governmental help to meet 
competition from foreign countries, at as early a date as possible. 

Encouraged by the very welcome response that my Annuals on the 
Indian Sugar Industry have received from the public during the last 
three years. I have felt that it would perhaps be equally useful if 1 
published an Annual surveying the condition of the Indian Cotton 
Textile Industry, from year to year. There is no one source at 
present from where authoritative and up-to-date information pertain· 
ing to the I ndian Cotton Textile I ndustry could be had. ;md I thought 
that it would be handy for all interested in the industry, ii any such 
publicatlon would be available annually. In the hope of 
supplying a keenly felt want of the general public, interested in the 
Cotton Textile Indu~try, I have decirled to make this puhlication an 
annual one, J cherish the hope that ::\Iembers of the legislatures, both 
Central and Provincial, students and professors of the various rniver
sities, and the general public including investors interested in studying 
the de\'elopment and progress of this industry, will find it an useful and 
indispensable book of referenl'e--at once authoritative and up-tn-date, 
portraying in a clear perspecti,,'c the present position of the industry, 
The 19.18 edition of the Indian Cotton Textile Industry will therefore 
not contain any discussion on the earlier period of the Cotton Textile 
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Industry, as the present monograph does. It will only trace the 
yil'itiWdes of the industry during the last few years and revtt.'\\.- the 
tJosition of the industry during the current year. This annual survey 
will also comprise a detailed discussion on the course of the mill 
industry as also of the Handloom weaving and Hand-spinning industry 
during the year, will refer to imports and exports, cultivation, improve
ment, etc. of fa\l.' cotton, the general policy uf the State in relation to the 
industry, and 'will contain relevant information about the state of the 
industry in other countries of the World . 

.In order to enable one to have a bird's eye view of the industry 
without going through the large number of pages of reading matter, 
I have app~nded a fe\v tahles at the beginning of the book under the 
heading "The Cotton Textile J ndustry at a Glance" whirh 
gives in a nutshell relevant statistical information, authoritative and 
up-to-date, in regard to the Indian Cotton Textile Industry. I hope 
this will be found interesting and helpful by a large number of 
readers. 

I have also given for ready reference by investors, a table on 
pages 71-74, showing the dividends paid by a few of the well-known 
mills during the last few years. 

I n the Appendix, I have also given a complete list of the Cotton 
~lil1s in India along with the names of 11anaging Agents etc. in the 
hope that it will be found useful by a large number of persons connected 
with the industry. 

To facilitate the work of general readers, I have placed at the 
beginning of the book detailed contents, and at the end, a carefully 
complied copious index, and for the students at some of the l"niver
~ities in lndia \vhen: this book is recommended for study for the 
Uegret: and Pcst-Graduale classes, I have also given a brief, select, 
and up-to-date Bibliography" From m)' personal experience as an 
examiner for some years for the Commerce Degree cuurses of the 
Lucknow and Allahabad l"l1iversities, and of the Diploma course of 
Lhe Commercial Examinations conducted by the Indian ..\lerchants· 
,'hamber of Bombay, I have felt that the need of a good Bibliography 
fm a IJrescribed subject of study for sludenb is indeed \"ery great, 
parti .. "ulariy as a student is easily induced to refer to a publication in 
original if its l'orrect name and title is handy, and if he is assured that 
It is likely to contain some suitable or commendable or relevant 
material on the subject engaging his attention. I also feel that it is 
\ ery essential, in order to impart a scientific training of the mind, to 



( vi ) 

encourage the desire in a student to refer for himself to authoritative 
puhlications on a subject whenever possible, rather than rely, \\'hich 
he often does, on casual information purveyed in stray reading matter, 
which at times is incorrect, and even misleading. 

I am thankful to Mr. R. D. :\Iihra, publicity officer of the Indian 
Central Cotton Committee, Bombay. who has been good enough to 
furnish lIle a lot of material on the chapter on cultivation of cotton 
and has indeed .also been good enough to revise that chapter. 

I am very grateful to Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas for having 
been good enough to write a foreword to this publication in the midst 
of his multifarious engagements and particularly on the eve of his 
departure for London to attend the Conference to be held there III 

June 1937 for the revision of the Indo-British Trade Agreement. 

The publication of this monograph has been delayed due to the 
1ate conclusion of the Indo-Japanese Agreement, and to my desire to 
pass under review the terms of this Agreement. 

I hope to be able to publish the next Indian Cotton Textile Industry 
Annual by February-March, 1938. 

I shall feel grateful if readers will send me suggestions indicating 
the directions in which the next Indian Cotton Textile Industry Annual, 
to be published in 1938, could be made more useful. 

I also wish to thank the management of the ).j ational City Bank 
of 1\'ew York, Calcutta, for allowing me in my spare time to study, 
write and publish books and articles on subjects of current economic 
and general importance in \\'hich I have interested myseli. I have felt 
encouraged in the pursuit of this hobby which I have developed in 
ret.'ent years, due to my belief that the publication of such articles and 
books of topical interest, beside~ giving me food for thought and help
ing me in keeping myself well postea on current economic questions, 
has met with some appreciation-judging from appreciative forewordt> 
to my publications, and favourable reviews in important journals
from the readers, and to my hope that such puhlications wil1 be of 
some help in crystallising public opinion on complex question~ of 
considerahle importance to the country. J shall feel amply rev.:arded 
if this hope is fulfilled even to a small extent. 

14-B, Heysham Road, 
P. O. Elgin Road, Calcutta. 

Dated 31st May, 1937. M. P. GANDHI 
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FOUNDAT I 0-;:;;1 

The Foundations of the Indian l\lercanti1e Insurance Co., 
Ltd., havc been well and truly laid, thanks to the judicious 
invcRtmellt policy of the Company directed by men of 
wide experience, great fore;;;ight, financial knowledge and 
hllsincss a<'umen with th£' late Sir Munmohandas Ramji, 
Kt., u!; tIlt' Chairman for over 25 year~. The following 
figuTes measure tlw consistent advance in the Company's 
progrf"ss. 
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Up-to·date Scientific anti 

Lib era I Policy contracts 

designcd to meet individual 
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ratc" of premium 

Messrs M. R. SHAH & CO. 
Chief Agents for BENGAL, BIHAR, ORISSA fl.ml ASSA~I 

95. Clive Street, CALCUTTA 

OR 
from the Head OfficI-' 

THE INDIAN MERCANTILE INSURANCE CO., LTD. 
Sir Pherozesha Mehta Road. Fort, BOMBAY. I 
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Sudama House,-Wittct Road,-Ballard Estate, 

BOMBAY. 

Fleet. 
S S. JALAI'IHAR 

,. JALAPUTRA 
" JALAYEERA 
" JALAPALAKA 
" JALAVIJAYA 
" JALA.JYOTI 
., .JALARASHMI 

JALADUTA 
" JALATARANG 
" JALABALA 
., JALHIOHAN 
" JALAHA,JAN 
" JALARATNA 
" JALAPAD)!A 
" JALADl'RGA 

JALA(;ANGA 
" JALA LDIUNA 

,JALDlANI 

D. W. T. 
~'fJ:{() 

t-ll.j(l 

80r)() 
'(4(X) 

7100 

7140 
702U 
ffi">O 
4287 
09;0 
8200 
8:?8() 

n528 
(;500 
:195H (Gro~s Tonnage) 
SOH) 
~);)O 

fi;)..1\ I 

The T.eading Indian-owiled and In<iialHlIanaged Steamship 
Company running up-tn-date Orcan-going stC"amf>rs on thf' 
CO:lRtR of INDIA, BUR:;\L\ and CEYLON. AIRO Passcn~cr 

~f'nic(l between COROl\lANDEL COAST PORTS and 
RANGOON 

CALCUTTA OFFICE. 
T II!le: Cal. 5265 Telegrams uJAlANATH" Post Box 2248 

100, Clive Street, CALCUTTA. 
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... . 

DO ';mlJf¥ffi)w ? 
A HINDUS THAN POLICY 

means 

• 
1. An immediate Estate 

2. An Instalment Purchase Stock Security 

3. A Protected Savings Account 

4. A Protected Reserve Fund 

5. A Depression-Proof Investment 

6. A Tax-Priviledged Investment 

7. A Guaranteed Pension 

8. An Unbreakabl~ Will 

9. A Perfect Trust Instrument 

• 
For Further Parliculars Apply; 

HINDUSTHAN CO.OPERA TIVE 
Insurance Society, Limited. 

SURENDRA NATH BANERJEE Rd., CALCUTTA 
Bombay Branch-Hornby Road, FORT 

India's Leading Life Office 



The Cotton Textile Industry-:-1937 Annual 
BY 

M. P. GANDHI 

List of Advertisers 
(Arranged Serially) 

dAMES OF ADVERTISERS 

Tide Water Oil Co .. (India) Ltd ... 
Vulcan, Universal. Indian Globe. 

Ruby and General Insurance 
Companies 

Worthington-Simpson Ltd. 

The Indian Mercantile Insurance 
Co .. Ltd. 

The Scindia Steam Navigation Co .• 
Ltd. 

Hindusthan Co-operative Insurance 
Society Ltd. 

Lakshmiratan Cotton Mills Co .. 
Ltd. 

Jewell Export Filter Co. 
The British Arc Welding Co .. 

( India) Ltd. 
National Insurance Co .. Ltd. 

REFERENCE PAGE 

1 st Cover Page 

2nd Cover 
Page 

Before List of 
Advertisers 

(Serial) 

" 

" 

After List of 
Advertisers 

(Serial) 

" 

" 
" 
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NAMES OF ADVERTISERS 

Assicurazioni Generali-The General 
Insurance Co., Ltd. 

The Guardian of. India Insurance 
Co., Ltd 

The Central Bank of India Ltd 
Empire of India Life Assurance Co., 

Ltd. 
The Alembic Chemical Works Co .. 

Ltd. 

Khas Jheria Colliery Co.. (1933) 
Ltd. 

The Mahabir Insurance Co., Ltd. .. 

The Pioneer Magnesia Works 
Ltd. 

Hukumchund Ins.urance Co .. Ltd ... 
W. H. Brady & Co .. Ltd. 

The Tata Iron & Steel Co .. Ltd ... 
Wilson Bros. Bobbin Co .. Ltd. 
Marshall Sons & Co. (India) 

Ltd. 
Oriental Govt. Security Life Assur~ 

ance Co., Ltd. 
Bawa Properties Ltd. (General 

Tires) .. 
The Travancore National Bank 

Ltd. 

REFERENCE PAGE 

Before Classi~ 

fied List of Ad~ 
vertisers 

After Classified 
List of Ad~ 

vertisers 

" 

" 
" 

In the middle of 
"The Cotton In~ 

dustry at a 
Glance" 

" 

" . 

" 
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NAMES OF ADVERTISERS REPERENCR PAGE 

The Hukumchand Life Assurance In the middle of 
Co .. Ltd. "The cotton In-

A. E. G. India Electric Co .• Ltd. 
Standard-Vacuum Oil Co. 
Brierly & Kershaw Ltd. (Engineer 

Bros. ) 
S. H. Mumtazuddin (Memorial 

Watch) 
The Dhakeswari Cotton Mills 

dustry at a 
Glance" 

.. 

.. 
.. 
.. 

Ltd. Aft e r "The 

The Ahmedabad Manufacturing 
and Calico Printing Co.. Ltd. 
(Calico Mills) 

The Aluminium Manufacturing Co .. 
Ltd. 

National. Soap & Chemical Works 
Ltd. 

Havero Trading Co .. Ltd 
Calcutta Stock Exchange Associa-
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Lindsay Dyeing & Cleaning Co. .. 
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Kilburn & Co. (Sales & Agency 

Department) 

Asea Electric Ltd. 
Universal Fire & General Insurance 

Co. Ltd. 

Cotton In
dustry at a 

Glance" 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 
After Page 178 
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Before List of 
"Cotton Mills" 
Before Index 
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NAMES OP ADVERTISE.RS REFERENCE PAGE 

Hukumchand Electric Steel Co .. 
Ltd. Before Index 

Charles Walker & Co.. Ltd. ( Beta 
Belting) 

Demag Blocks (A. Luebke Ltd.) ., Mid die 0 f 
·Index 

Kesoram Cotton Mills. Ltd. 
Khas Jheria Colliery .Co.. (1933) 

Ltd. 
Dunlop Rubber Co .. (India) Ltd ... 
Silvertown Lubricants ( India) 

Ltd. 

The Goodyear Tyre & Rubber Co .• 
(India) Ltd. 

The QUilon Bank Ltd. 
Lakshmi Insurance Co .. Ltd. 
Avery. W. & T. (Yarn Scale) 

Basanti Cotton Mills Ltd. 
Industrial & Prudential Assurance 

Co .. Ltd. 
The Calcutta Electrical Manufactur~ 

ing Co .. Ltd. 
Indian Soft Coke Cess Com-' 
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The India Electric Works Ltd. 
Siemens (India) Ltd ... 

The Bharat Insurance Co .. Ltd. 

.. 
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Before Bib~ 

Iiography 
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End of Bib
liography 

.. 
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Before Las t 
Cover Page 

.. 
3rd Cover Page 

Page 
Last Co v e r 
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Buy Swadeshi 
Juggilal Kamlapat Cotton Mills' Dhoties. Saries, 
Mulls, Shirtings, Towels. Longcloths, etc. best 
quality. Special designs to suit every requirement. 

Lakshmiratan Cotton Mills Co. 
LIMITED 

Why not purchase Grey shirtings of this Mill which 
are equal in durability. cleanliness as Japanies 
and prices much cheaper? Dhoties. Saries of 

quality and designs best in the market. 
durability uncompetable. 

Kamla Hosiery 
Underwears. Pullovers, Jerseys. Jackets. Sweaters, 
Knickers. Stockings. Socks. Hoses. etc. Attractive 
designs. and lovely colours. Superb in feel and finish. 

J. K. Cotton Manufacturers Ltd. 
Juggilal Kamlapat Cotton Manufacturers Ltd .. the 
best Yarn in the market for Weaving and all sorts 
of coarse and fine cloths. Only best quality 

Hosiery yarn manufacturers in Cawnpore. 

Juggilal Kamlapat Jute Mills Co., 
LIMITED 

Are famous for their Sacking. Hessian. Canvas. 
Durries. Chair Cloths. Assans. etc. All the products 
made of Jute. Superior stuff and cheaper prices. 
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ENSURE 

SOFT WATER 
FOR DYEING 

SOFT WATER 
FOR BOILERS 

PURE WATER 
FOR DRINKING 

CLEAN WATER 
FOR ALL PURPOSES 

BY USING 

JEWELL 
Water Softeners, Chlorinators 

and Filters 

OUR 1750 IN USE IN INDIA 

Jewell Export Filter Co. 
10, Clive Street, Calcutta 
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• • : • • • • • • • .. • • • • • • • .. .. 

.. 
• 

• • • 

THE 

BRITISH ARC WELDING CO. 
(INDIA), LIMITED 

Managing Agents: 
Mackinnon Mackenzie & Co. 

Welding Work of Every Description Undertaken 

under the charge of Expert European Welders . 

APPROVED BY THE BOARD OF TRADE; 

LLOYDS REGISTER OF SHIPPING, etc. 

• • ! 
iO 
;; 
Ii 
Ii! 
! 

I 
! • 

I • • • iI 
;0 
!i • 
I 
i 
; 
• I 

Expert Advice given to clients of free i._ 

of charge. 

All inquiries to-

: 
" • .. .. .. 
: 

The General Manager The Manager : 

• Garden Reach Workshops Ltd. • 
• 

Mazagon Dock Ltd. : 
@Ii • • • .. 

• • • .. 
Z 
= • • 

43-46, Garden Reach 
CALCUTTA. 

OR 

Telegrams: 

BOMBAY. .. .. .. • • .. 
• • ;I 

"ARCAWELDO," CALCUTTA & BOMBAY. I 
i!I 
• 
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IMPRESSIVE FIGURES! 
Business in Force Exceeds Rs. 10,55,00,000 

Total Claims Paid Exceed Rs. 1,60,00,000 

. . Total Assets Exceed Rs. 2,75,00,000 

BONUS DECLARED ON CURRENT RATES 
OF PREMIUM 

Whole Life Rs. 18 per Rs. 1,000 per annum 

Endowment Rs. 16 " " " " 

National Insurance Co. Ltd. 
7, Council House Street, Calcutta, 

Phone Cal. 5726, 5727 and 5728 

For Fire & Motor risks, 

Please consult OUT associated 

"National Fire & General Insurance Co. Ltd." 
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I 

Insure your Mills and properties with-

ASSICURAZIONI GENERAL! 

The General Insurance Co., Ltd. 
OF 

TRIESTE & VENICE 

(rNC::ORP"ORATE!O IN ITA LV) 

One of the World's soundest and most powerful 
compo8ite Insurance institutions. 

Capital fully paid up ... Lire 120,000,000 
1,900,000,000 Total Assets exceeds ... Lire 

The Company Iransac/s :-
FIRE, MARIN E, )IOTOR CAR, EARTHQUAKE, RIOT, 
WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION AND TRANSIT INSURANCE. 

Prompt Settlement of Claims 
--0--

Branch Office for I~DlA A ~f) BURMA 
6. Clive Row, Calcutta 

Attorney: Mr. R. FRITSCH 

Agents: 

CALCUTTA' MESSRS. BIRLA BROTHERS LTD. 
I " LIOXEL EDWARDS LTD. 

BO:lIBAY ... MESSRS. HOOSEINBHOY ARDULI,ABHAI LALLJEE & Co. 

(~h:8SRS. SOCIETA CO)I)USSIO~ARIA DI 

RANGOO:S . ESPOHTA7.W:SE E DI IMPORTAZIONE. 

KARACHI ... 

tMESSRS. AGE~ZIA YEXEZIAXA CARLO :MINTO LTn. 

I MESSRS. L. V. GOVINDJI & Co. 

( " KOTAK & Co. 
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YOUR BEST INVESTMENT 

"There is", in the words of a great authority "no 

finer form of Investment nor is there a surer way of 

saving than Life Assurance". 

To-day more than ever before an Endowment 

Assuranee in a First Class Life Office has no egual among 

high class securities as a safe and convenient means of 

accumulating capital. 

You have your life insured during the currency of 

the Policy. You have not to face the risk of depreciation 

of Capital. the trouble incidental to the selection of 

suitable investment for small sums every year. The 

investment increases in value every year. Judged by every 

test, a Policy in 

THE 

GUARDIAN OF INDIA 
Insurance Company, Ltd. 

will be 

YOUR BEST INVESTMENT 

Head Office: 

"KHALEEL BUILDINGS" 
119.120, Armenian St., N. Narayanan 

POlt Box No. 89, Manager 
MADRAS 

~ .. -======================-... 
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THE 

CENTRAL BANK OF INDIA 
Subscribed Capital 
Paid-Up Capital 

LIMITED 

Reserve Liability of Shareholders 
Reserve and Contingency Fund 
Total Deposits Exceed 

Rs. 5,56,00,000 
Rs. 1,68,00,000 
R.. 1,68,00,000 
RI. 70,00,000 
Rs. 28,50,00,000 

Head Office: B 0 MBA Y 

Branches throughout India 
London Agents: THE CENTRAL EXCHANGE 

BANK OF INDIA LTD. 
New York Agents: GUARANTY TRUST CO. 

THE CENTRAL is purely a National Institution 

which offers 

Insurance Benefit to its Saving Bank's Depositors. 
THE CENTRAL is the largest joint stock Bank 

established in India 

where 

Every deposit of Rs. 92·12·0 will bring you 
Rs. 100/. after 3 years and every deposit of 
Rs. 74/. will bring you Rs, 100/. after 10 Years. 

Transacts Banking bu.ine .. of every de.cription. 

For further particulars please apply to anyone of our Branches. 

CALCUTTA BRANCHES: 
1 DO, Clive Street 
71, Cross Street 

8·A, Russa 

10, Lindsay Street 
133, Cornwallis Street 
Road 
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EMPIRE OF INDIA 
LIFE ASSURANCE CO., LTD. 

Bonus Year 1936-37 

Figures that tell : 

Total Income Exceeds - Rs. 74,63,000 

4,64,00,000 Total Assets 

Assurance in force 
" 
" 11,98,00,000 

Particulars may be had from-

D. M. DAS & SONS LTD. 

Chief Agents: 

28, Dalhousie Square, 

CALCUTTA 
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List of Advertisers 

CLASSIFIED LIST OF ADVERTISERS 
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NAMES OF ADVERTISERS 

Bank. 
The Central Bank of India Ltd. 

The Quilon Bank Ltd. 

The Travancore National Bank 
Ltd. 

Belting, Canvas & Paulin. 
Kilburn & Co .. Ltd. 

Charles. Walker & Co.. Ltd. 

REFERENCE PAGE 

Before Classified 
List of Adver

tisers 
Before Biblio

graphy 

In the middle of 
"T h e Cotton 
Industry at a 

Glance" 

Before "List of 
Cotton Mills" 

(Beta Belting) Before Index 
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NAMBS OP ADvERTISERS REPERENCE PAGE 

Coke &: Coal 
Indian Soft Coke Cess Committee B e for e Last 

Cover Page 
Khas Jheria Colliery Co., 1933 

Ltd. 

Chemicals &: Dyes 
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The Pioneer Magnesia Works 
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Havero Trading Co., Ltd. 

Consulting Engineers 
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Basanti Cotton Mills Ltd. End of Biblio-
graphy 
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Glance" 
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Index 
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Advertisers 
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Lindsay Dyeing & Cleaning Co. After Page 178 

Elecbical & Fans 
A. E. G. India Electric Co., Ltd. In the middle of 
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Industry a t a 

Asea Electric Ltd. . . 
Calcutta Electrial Manufactllring 
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Demag Block 
India Electric Works Ltd. 

Siemens (India) Ltd. 

Fire Extinguishers 
Worthington-Simpson Ltd. 
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Before Index 

End of Biblio
graphy 

Midle of Index 
Be for e last 

Cover Page 
3rd Cover Page 

Before Lis t of 
Advertisers 

(Serial) 
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Machine Tools & Parts 
Brierley & Kershaw Ltd. (Engi- In the middle of 

neer Bros.) "The Cotton In-

Brady, W. H. & Co., Ltd. 

Oils & Lubricants 
Silvertown Lubricants ( India) 

Ltd. 

Standard-Vacuum Oil Co., 

Tide Water Oil Co., Ltd. 

Shipping 
Scindia Steam Navigation Co., 

dustry at a 
Glance" 

.. 

Before Biblio
graphy 

In the middle of 
"The Cotton In

dustry at a 
Glance" 

1st Cover Page 

Ltd. Before List of 

Textile Machinery (Bobbins, Pins, 
Beltings, Accessories etc.) 

Aluminium Manufacturing Co., 
Ltd. 

Charles Walker & Co .. Ltd. 
W. H. Brady & Co .. Ltd. 

Advertisers 
(Serial) 

Aft e r "The 
Cotton Industry 

at a Glance" 
Before Index 

In the middle of 
"The Cotton In

dustry at a 
Glance" 
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NAMES OF ADVERTISERS 

Kilburn & Co .. Ltd. 

Marshall Sons & Co.. (India) 

REFERENCE PAGE 

Before list of 
"Cotton Mills 

in India" 

Ltd. In the middle of 

Wilson Bros. Bobbin Co .. Ltd 

Worthington Simpson Ltd. 

Tyres & Transmission Belting 

"The Cotton In
dustry at a 

Glance" 

.. 
Before List of 
Advertisers 

(Serial) 

Dunlop Rubber Co .. (India) Ltd. Middle of Index 

Bawa Properties (General Tires) In the middle of 
"The Cotton In

dustry at a 
Glance" 

The Goodyear Tyre & Rubber 
Co .. (India) Ltd. 

Turbines 

AEG India Electric Co. Ltd. 

Asea Electric Ltd. 

Before Biblio
graphy 

In the middle of 
"The Cotton In

dustry at a 
Glance" 

Before Index 
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NAMES OF ADVERTISERS REFERENCE PAGE 

Ventilation & Cooling Plant 
Marshall Sons & Co. (India) Ld. In the middle of 

"The Cotton In
dustry at a 

Glance" 

Watches 
S. H. Mumtazuddin (Memorial 

Watch) In the middle of 

Water Tube Boilers 

"The Cotton In
dustry at a 

Glance" 

Krupp Indian Trading Co .. Ltd. After Page 178 

Water Purification Specialists. 
Softeners, Filters Etc. 

I ewell Export Filter Co. After List of 

Weighing Scale 
W. & T. Avery Ltd. (Yarn Scale) 

Welding Equipment 
The British Arc Welding Co .. 

Advertisers 
(Serial) 

End of Biblio
graphy 

(India) Ltd. After List of 
Advertisers 

( Serial) 

Year Book 
Calcutta Stock Exchange Asso-

ciation Ltd. After Page In 
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BUY BENGAL AND RANEEGUNJ-FlELD COAL 
AND 

Economise your Costs 
APPLY, 

; KHAS JHERIA COLLIERY CO., 1933 LTD. 
~ 

~ • i 
P. o. JHERIA, E. I. RAILWAY • 

For the following collieries: 
JHERIA COAL FIELD. 

(t) Central Kirkend Collipry IKl'ipashallker 
(15 Seam), D. Worah, Jheria) 

(2) Ea.t Balliary Colliery. 
(Hi Seam). 

(3) East Bhalgora Colliery Co., Ltd. 
\ 12 & 14 Seam). 

(4) Sendra BaDsiora Colliery Co., Ltd. 
(12 & 1:1 Seam). 

15) Khas Jheria Colliery Co., 1!1:l;1 Ltd. 
(First Grade Coall. 

(6) East Khns Jheria Colliery Co., Ltd. 
(12 Seam Coal). 

(71 Selected Jheria Colliery. 

181 East Bhuggatdih Colliery Co., Ltd. 
O::? Seam Coal). 

(9) East Ena Colliery Co., Ltd. 
n~ Ream Coal \, 

RANEEGUNJ COAl. FIELD. 
(1) Sitalpur Colliery Co, Ltd. 

IJambaa Seam). 
Selected Grade Coal. 

(2) .lambad Kajora Colliery Co., I~td. 
(First Grade Coal I. 

All the above coal~ are c()llsumed by Railways every 
year in large quantity and several Cotton mills are also 
lludf'r contract with U!'. 

• 

! 



tHE INDIAN COTTON TEXtILE INDUSTRY-I!;]7 ANNUAL 

SCORING ALL ROUND THE WICKET 

Unqualified Victory in Test 
This is whal Prof K. B. MADHAVA, M.A., F.R.A.S. 

A.LA. (LONDON), ACTUARY says, on the last year's 

Result of the CODlpany 

"YOUR EXPENSE RATIO, CLAIM EXPERIENCE, 

INVESTMENT COXDITIO:<!S, CLEANLINESS OF 

THE BALANCE SHEET ETC., ALL ARE SATIS· 

FACTORY AND TO USE A CRICKET TERMI· 

NOLOGY, I WOULD SAY YOU HAVE BEEN 

SCORING ALL ROUND THE WICKET. I 

NATURALLY WISH THAT WHEN THE "TEST" 

COMES ON, YOU WOULD HArE UNQUALIFIED 

VICTORY" 

STRONG DIRECTORATE. BEST SERVICE. 

An Ideal Company to Inlure with and to 
Reprelent: 

Managing Agents: 
Karam Chand Thapar & Bros. Ltd., 

THE 

MAHABIR INSURANCE CO. LTD" 
"MAHABIR BUILDINGS" 

5. Royal Exchange Place. 

CALCUTTA. 
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of KH~RAGH9DA .. ad I\tITHAPUR 

Manufacturers, Exporters and Distributors of 

ESTD. 1915 'I. MA(l:\Et<[(;M CHLORIDE ,KHAR~GHODA) 

Reai.tered 2. MAG~I':SleM CARno~At~ CLAGCIT Brand) 
Head Office: 

Chartered Bank 
Building, 

3, EPSOM SALTS 
(SNOW BitAND) 

4. MAG:\Et'L\ CmIPOSITIO:\ 

(Industrial nd 
J Pharmat:'eutbl 
lB. P. Oualitir~:. 

3rd Floor, 
Fo.t, BOMBAY. (85% M.gftOti.) (for Lag~itlg & Hl.'at In~ulation) 

Managing D1'reetor: B. S. LAI~KAKA, B.A. 
Manager &' Sure/ary: F. R. MOOS, n,A, n. com., I,M,C., A.I.S.A., (I..onclon) 

CAI.COTTA Selling Agents: Messrs GANNO~ DVNKBRLY & Co •• Ud., 

3, W .... lo. Street, CALCUTTA. 
(Tel: No. C.l. 1766.) ----- -

~------------------------INSURE WITH 

t HUKUMCHAND INSURANCE CO., LTD. 
Incorporated in India 

FIRE, MARINE, MOTOR ACCIDENT 
WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION. 

Settlement of Claims Prompt and Liberal 

Board of Directors: 
eir SARepCHAND Hl'Kl:MCHA:\]). hT. (Chairman). 
Rai B.h.""r lllRALAL KAI.YA:\MAL, Banker, Indo ••. 
Mr. ]C\JKnIAR ~I:\GH lIn,t')!CHAXI>, " " 
Mr. :\ALI:\[ RA:\,T.\)O SARKER. 

{~'~nt'r111 Jfallagcr:- Hinduslhnn Co-operative InsCE'. S()dety~ Ltd. 
Dr. NAHE:\DRA )OATH LAW, ".A., Ph.D. 

~I/allagin.!f Ap:nt :-Rall/!f'swari ('..otton Mills Ltd. 
Mr. SAILE~\)[U NATH ~IITTER. 

A/rUlll.l{I'n,J.,r Director :-Basanti COUon !\Wls. Ltd. 
Mr. R. C •• L\LL. M.A •• I.J, .n" Ad"'ocute, Indore. 
Mr. CHAMPALAL ,r A TIA of Yiessrs. MAHALIRAM RAMJEEDASS, 
Mr. SHEO KISSEN BRATTER. 

f Managing Agents: 

I SIR SARUPCHAND HUKUMCHAND &: CO. 
I Head Office: HUKUMCHAND HOUSE 
f 30. CLIVE STREET. CALCUTTA 

f TeLI!~HOHE!.: CAL. 4606. TeLEGRAMS: "'RAORAdA" ------------------------



'.'TheCotton Industry 'at a Glance" 
TABLE NO,!. 

P,ogr~ss of Cotton Mills in British India ..... d Indian, State •. 
. (Bombay Millowners' Statement-August 1936.) 

Year ending }lumber Xumber of Number A.'verage Approximate 
31st :\ugus~ of "Mills Spindles of I~oom5 Xo. of bands quantity 

• insta1Jed in~tal1ed employed of cotton 
consumed 

(Figures in • thousands) (bales of 392 lbs) 

,1932 339 9,5Qq 1,86 4,03 2,911 
193J 344 9,581 1,89 4,00 2,837 
1934 352 9,613 1,94 3,85 2,704 
1935 365 ·9,685 1,99 4,15 3,123 
1936 379" 9,857 2,00 4,18 3,110 

*Ooes not include the figures of 47 mills in course of erection. 

TABLE NO.2. 
Indian Cotton Crop Forecast 

SeaSon 

,. 
1932~33 

1933~34 

1934-,-35 
J935~36 

1936--37 

Area in thousahds 
of llcres 

22,483 
24,137 
23.972 
25,999 
25,219 

TABLE NO.3. 

Estimated Yield in 
thousands oHJa1es 

of 400 Ibs each 

4,657 
5,108 
4,857 
5,933 
6,307 

Stat~ment of American & Egyptian Estimated Cotton Crops 
(000' s omitted) 

Season 

1931~32 

1932~33 

1933--34 
193+-35 
1935~36 

.. American 
..{\creage Hales 

(bane-sted) equivalent 
(500 Ibs weight) 

38,704 17,096 
35,891 13,002 
29,383 13,047 
26.866 9.637 
27,335 10,638 

.. , Egyptian 

Acreage Kantr:!.s 
iiI 'Feddans t (Kantrn~ 
(1 Fed.= 99.D491bs) 
1.038 acres) 

1,683 6,563 
1,094 5,050 
1,804 8,~38 

1,732 7,540 
1,669 8,100 

'Pigures from the New York Cotton Exchange Cotton Year Book. 
"Pigure~ troJll Todd's "Cotton Statistics." 
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TABLE NO. i. 

Imports of Raw Cotton into India. 

From From From Total 

Year r. ~ .. t. , 
Egypt Keuya 

Quan· Value Quall- Value Quan- Value Quan- Value 
tity in (OYs tity· in G()(J'!'j tity in (0)'8 tity in OOJ~ 

Tons Rs. TOllS It.. TOllS Rs. TOllS RI>. 

IU:l2·:J3 45.7!J1 38.451:> 6.447 U.ti25 20.694 17.766 N,?5I:> 7:?573 

lOJ:t-:.;.t 8.126 6,3Ub ti,068 5.331 24.1K'l 20,226 42.b96 :';5.570 
ltlJ4·a.j 1,ti:-l8 1,001 10,\)11 15.47\.1 .,.) ....,.)-

"'-,j-~ 27.658 00,564 52.res 

1935·36 10.437 n.033 15.4&! 14.orr·, :;6.631 :n,2H5 76,550 67.425 
1936·37 927 824 18,600 18,501 35,\j25 3O,61B 64,988 58,468 

TABLE NO.5, 

Exports of Indian Raw Cotton to other countries. 

U. K. Japan Total 

Year Quantity Value Quantity Value Quantity Value 
ill (0)':;; in OCO's in (,00'15 

Ton..,; IU;. TOils Rs. Tons Ro. 

1932-33 29.434 16,084 193,686 1,11.231 3&iJ=i52 ::'.03.721 
1933·34 61.037 33.741 197.414 1.1:1.761 503.720 ~,75.274 

1934·35 61,955 34.193 ,66,891 2,15.320 623,216 :lAU,5:J6 
1935·36 SU54 '15.147 314,18; 1,79,431 606,536 3.31,70:1 
1931i<J7 107,246 0:3,135 433,232 2.54.122 762,142 4.4-1,101 

TABLE NO. 6. 
.', , . 

Yearly Mill Conaumption of Cotton in India by varieties. 

[All figures in 000', of bales] 
of -100 lb. each 

Year ending Indian Amcrican Eg-y- Sundries Total 
ptian 

31st July, 1932 2,296 190 63 151 2,700 

" " 
1933 2,268 135 35 197 2,635 

" 
1934 2,229 

~. 
-l0 42 203 2,514 

n " 
1935 2,559 67 6-! 240 2,930 

" " 
1936 2,617 70 S-l 271 3,012 
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TABLE NO.7. 

Consumption of Indian Cotton in the variou. Province. of 
British India and Indian States. 

(Based on returns made under the Indian Cotton Cess Act). 
(Figures in bales of 400 Ibs.) 

1931-32 1932-:1.1 1933-34 19:14-35 1935-36 
nRITI~rr r:smA 

U()mh~\' I:iland 600.632 570.501 5:10.352 !m.618 006,409 
_\hln(>(fahad :126,710 335,640 :153,000 'liR.45R :iO!.6U5 

1~IJJJlbav I'r{'~i(l('n('" ].187.254 1.100.71S 1.078.:144 l.:?,)I,*Y.l 1.17'.?(:~ 
\[a/lm~ Prl·"idenl.'\: 2:155129 289.4:lO ~(;3,%2 c'96,3:K) 33~.4!l9 e nited Pro\'ill('l."; . 249.!ii·1 2H5.5:~'i :?fl!=i..")-t2 239.061 :I07.4m 
\', P ... ~ 1~'mT 116.180 118.51, lOO.29S 1:?t.3'X'l 12'!,901 
neftgal 96,453 lO7,:176 10,],96'J 105.989 gg.'i'i.t 
Punjab & Ddhi 8"2.060 8~.H52 71,8:15 78,137 Ki,832 
ll('Sot of Rrili::.h India 29.302 :n.n6 1:1.011 'lo.MI 41.000 

-- - -- ------ -- ---'._. 
Tot:t1 of Briti!-lh India 1,996,8fJ7 2.006,187 ] ,937,842 2,128.7H7 

Totl\\ of Im\i:m ~talcs :\44.855 :;72.82R :IS2.00s 42·l.6.03 

Total for India 2.041,712 2,379,01;) 2,::81).930 2,553,440 

TABLE NO.8. 

Imports of Cotton twilt and yarn into India, 

(Ooo's omittcd) 

U. K. Japan Total 

Year Qnantity Value Quant.ity Vahle Quantity 
Ih~. R,. 1hs. ~. Ih. 

19:1l!.3:J t:\,:lfJ7 13,180 18,149 16,071 45.103 
W'n.:14 R952 9.578 11,684 9,567 :12.055 
19:14-35 0.792 10050 11.:J39 11,595 '14,(122 
lD35-3S 9,767 9.745 21.307 17,921 44,;)70 
IDa ··:li 7.66'2 7,R87 IS.810 1'l,742 :?R5~)() 

TABLE NO. 9. 

Imports of Cotton Manufactures into India. 

(OOO's omitted) 

2,175.RGI 
4:-l.1;}17 

2,609,:378 

Yalue 
R~. 

3;,882 
25,7;)() 

:ro.BHfj 

37.ll!I 

25.4>-7 

l"./i:. .IAP.\X TOTAL 

YEAr: !lUHIlt.ity Valu(' QI1:l"llT~' Valw' Qllnnlitr Vnlut' 
YO,. R-. YJ,. R ...... ytls. It.. 

lU:t!-!rI ~);rj".l19 1.2(1.~6;~ 57~)''';;~ 78,5:31) 1.225.279 2.12J·fH 
19:U-:Q ·t!::-l,83:{ S'i A6;1 :1·1H.041 44.31~ 79:\jm ],:14,!ll-; 
1!l:W-:t;:l 5;-):!.:~9! 1.114411 :;7:l,i74 .' [,1.958 04:1.714 11~\12R9 
l~n:)-:lG ,I:': ,(jIG \)0.055 49;),7::.'i m.5:?6 94G.72!1 1,;;; .7011 
l~Uf~:l'; :134.lw 7.1,07S 416.957 55.-i96 iG:l.99G 1.:0.+;72 
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TABLE NO. 10. 

Export. of Cotton Twi.t & Yarn, and Cotton 
from India. 

(O')O's omitted) 

piecegood. 

Year T"'ist and Yarn Piecegoods 

Quantity Yalue Quantity Value 
Ihs. Rs. yds. Rs. 

1932-33 15,108 7,865 66,442 20,861 

1933-34 16,388 8,172 56,461 16,630 

1934--35 12,789 6,272 57,693 17,670 

1935-36 9,668 4,694 71,250 20,295 

1936--37 12,157 5,862 101,636 26,328 

TABLE NO. 11. 

Quantity of Yarn 8pun in Indian Mill., 
(ooo's omitted) 

Year British India Indian States Total 
Ihs. lbs lbs 

1932-33 885,772 130,650 1,016,422 

1933-34 7%,712 124,349 921,061 

1934-35 852,577 148,179 1,000,756 

1935-36 903,249 155,048 1,058,297 
1936 

(April-December. ) 668,479 121,793 ?QO,272 

TABLE NO. 12. 

Quantity of Woven good. manufactured by Indian Mill., 
(OOO's omitted) 

Year Britisll India Imlian States 1"otal 
yds. yds. )'05. 

1932-33 2,784,870 385,029 3,169,899 

1933-34 2,552,986 392,066 2,945,052 

193-!--35 2,914,362 482,74:- 3,397,107 

193:>-36 3,037,776 533,083 3,570,859 
1936 

(April-December.) 2,238,882 412,660 2,651,542 
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ENQUIRE FROM 

W. H. BRAD Y & Co., Ltd. 
Bombay, Calcutta, Madras, Cawnpore & Ahmedabad 

For all classes of: 

TEXTILE EQUIPMENTS. 

MAC H I NET 0 0 L S, 

LIFTING AND TRANSPORTING MACHINERY, 

RAILWAY PLANT. POWER INSTALLATIONS. 

BELTING AND LEATHER GOODS, 

HIGH PRESSURE STEAM VALVES & fITTINGS, 

COMPLETE PLANTS FOR SUGAR fACTORIES, 

STEAM & WATER METERS & RECORDERS. 

Insurance Business of all Descriptions 

Factory Valuations a Speciality 

Agents for: 

Cotton Spinning and Weaving Mills, 

Printing Works, Sugar Factories, etc. 

RegIstered Office: .. .. .. .. 
Royal Insurance Buildings, : 

,; 

CHURCHGATE STREET, BOMBAY. : .. . 
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Demand Tata Steel 
Bars, Structurals, Plates, Rails. 

Specify 
"Tiscrom", production of which, on a 

commercial scale by us, renders India 

independent of foreign supply of High 

Tensile Structural Steel. 

Buy 
Tata's Galvanized Corrugated Sheets 

Thousands of Tons are sold and are In 

constant rlemand throughout the length 

and breadth of India. 

THE 

TATA IRON & STEEL 
Company, Limited 

100, Clive Street 
CALCUTTA. 
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Wilson Bros. Bobbin Co. Ltd., 
GARSTON. LIVERPOOL. 

LARGEST MAKERS IN THE WORLD 

Note our Indian Addres8 

Wilson Bros. Bobbin Co. Ltd., 
CONTRACTORS BUILDING 

41, NICOL ROAD, BALLARD EST ATE 

BOMBAY 
T.leobone, 26884 BOMBAY Telegram" ·'SONWIL, BOMBAY" 

BOBBINS AND SHUTTLES 
LARGE STOCKS READY FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 

AHMEDABAD 

CALCUTTA 

CAWNPORE 

MADRAS 

Agents for India 

P. M. Hutheesing & Sons. 

W. H. Brady & Co., Ltd. 

W. H. Brady & Co., Ltd. 

W. H. Brady & Co., Ltd, 
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r----------------------~ 
I Ventilation 

! Cooling and 

t 
t i 
I 
I 
t 
I 
II 
C 
Ii 
Ii 
II 
II 
Ii 
Ii 

H urnidifying 

as required 

by the latest 

FACTORY 

REGULATIONS 

Consult/he 

Specialists 

MARSHALL SONS 8< CO. (India) Ltd. 
ENGINEERS 

I 'I 

~ ·M.ARSHALL' BUILDING. BALLARD ROAD, BOMBA_Y f I HEAD OFFICE: 99. CLIVE ,STREET, CALCUTTA --------------------------
INSURE Y OUR LIFE 

WITH THE 

"0 R lEN TAL" 
India's Most Popular Life Office 

And Ensure your Dependents' Future 

ORIENTAL GOVT. SECURITY 

LIFE ASSURANCE CO., LTD. 

Estd. 1874 Head Office :-B 0 MBA Y 

Branch Offices & Representatives All Over India 
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TABLE NO. 13. 

xlii 

Consumption per capiln of Cotton piecegood. and handloom 
product. in India. 

Year Net Net Estimated Net Per copao 
imports available Handloom available consumption 

Mill for yds. 
production 

production 
consumption 

(All figures 10 crores of yards) 
1931-32 76 288 150 514 14.28 
1932-33 120 311 170 601 16.70 
1933-34 77 289 144 510 14.17 
1934-35 97 334 146 577 15.60 
1935-36 97 350 166 613 16.57 

TABLE NO. Ii. 
Protective Duties realised from imports of Cottoo Yarn 

and Piecegood. in India. 
moo's omitted) 

Year Cotton yarn Cotton fabrics Cotton fabrics 
and thread of not of 

British British 
manufacture manufacture 

1931-32 
1932-33 
1933-34 
1934---35 
1935-36 
1936-37 

Rs. Rs. 

37,22 1,80,16 
54,87 3,00,49 
40,17 2,10,42 
32,58 2,87,26 
40,83 2,24,69 
24,46 1,67,48 

TABLE NO. 15. 

Rs. 

1,90,72 
3,52,16 
2,50,44 
2,58,38 
3,30,24 
2,94,64 

Change. in Customs Tariff on Cotton Yarn and Piecegooda 
in India since 1894 .• 

YARN. 
. 111 counts. Dale 
From 10th March, 1894 to 26th Deer. 1894 

" 2ith Decr .• 1894 to 2nd Feby .. 1896 
3rd Feby., 1R96 to 2Rth Feby., 1922 
1st .vlareh, 1922 to 21st Septr., 1927 
22nd Septr., 1927 to 29th Septr., 1931 

Tariff Rates • 
Free 

5 p.c. ad ~Ialor('m. 
Free 

5 p.c. ad valorem. 
5 p.c. ad valorem 

or 1 y, as. per lb. 
whichever 1 S 

higher. 
~----~------------------

. "An excise duty was imposed on cotton piecegOods -woven in I~dian 
mills at the rate of 3.Y2yer cent. ad valorem from 1896. This excise 
duty Was suspended in December, 1925. and abolished in 1926. 
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30th Septr., 1931 to 30th April, 1934 ... 6Ji p.c. ad valorcm 
or I Ji as. per 
lb. whichev<f 
is higher. 

From 1st May, 1934:
Counts ,,/,to 50s-

(i) Hritish Manufacture:-

(ii) :-lot of British Manufacture:-

C nunts above 50s. 

(i) Dritish Manufacture:-

(ii) Not of British Manufacture:-

5 p.c. ad valo,"m 
or lJi as. pe 
lb. which'eve' 
is higher. 

6Ji p.c. ad valorcnl 
or lJi as. pe 
lb. which eve 
is higher. 

5 p.c. ad valoren! 

6Ji p.c. ad valorem 

COTION PIECEGOODS. 
Date. 

From 10th March to 26th December, 1894 

1894 to 2nd February, " 27th December, 
18% 

" 3rd Febry., 18% to 6th March, 1917 .. . 
7th !llarch. 1917 to 28th Febry., 1921 .. . 
1st March, 1921 to 28th Febry., 1930 .. . 
1st March, 1930 to 3rd April, 1930 

5 
3Y, 
7Y, 

II 
15 

Tariff Rales. 

Free 

p.c. ad valorem 

p.c." " 
p.c. " 
p.c. " 
p.c. " 

" 
" 
" 

Cllanged classification. (From 4111 April, 1930): 

• PLAI~ C ,RF;1i OTHER.<;:, 

DAn: British Fo['("i~n British Foreig-n 

Ad ,'a/"roll .\s. Ad ,'a/(Jron As Ad ,'a/,'rl'm Ad 

0/< per lb. 0/< per lb. % ,'(l{orcm ~~ 

(\\'hichew'r is hi~hf'r) (whichever i,; higher) 

41h April 1 \l:\tJ 15 or 3! 20 or :1\ 15 20 
],;1 ~1:I1('h 1!':n 20 or :11 2) or :I~ 20 25 
:\Oth ~'~It. 19:n 25 or 41 :11 I or 41 Z.') 311 
:~Ol h .. \ llJ.(t HtlZ 2j or 41 50 or 31 2~ 50 
7th JllIlI' 19:~1 25 or 41 75 or 61 ?5 75 
stb .blty 1~:14 25 or 41 50 or j! :is 50 
lot May 19:14 25 or 41 50 or 51 25 50 
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• 

• To the famous big mile. 
age of General Tires has 
been added the long lasting 
Silent Safety tread. Look at 
the winding twisting tread 
pattern-forward and side· 
wise--countless angles stop 
slipping and sliding. Put 
these new, safe, silent, longer 
lasting General Silent-Grips 
on your car. Convenient 
terms, if vou wiab. 

..• _" 'olal .U .... 

I"" you've ever kaowa 

5 · TBENEW 
GENERAL M'-tf"f 

BAWA PROPERTIES LIMITED 
46/18, CHOWRINGHEE ROAD 

CALCUTTA 

: • • .. .. 
• • .. 

i • .. 
io 
• .. .. 
• • • .. 
• .. • Ii 
• .. • : • • ; 
= • .. : .. .. 
• 

I .. 
• 
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t-----------------------~ 
I THE TRA V A~e~?!~c~:A ~~?;:~: BANK LTD. II 
I 

(E.tablilhed ia. Travaacore, 1912) I J 
II 

I Paid up Capital & Reserves (30-12-36) Rs. 15,11,000 
DeposIts ... ... Rs. J,7?,OO,<XXl t t Total Working Funds Rs. 2,12,00,(0) I 

I LONDON AGeNTS: 

THE WESTMINSTER BANK LIMITED. I I 
I 'I' I BRANCHES f ALl.gPPEY DJNDlGllL YA'SciAJ,ORE SRIRANGAM i, I 
I 

AI.WA YB BR'SAKI"L.UI ~IER(,ARA TELLlCIIERRV 
R.-\l'\(iALOUS KARAu.:rm )lnq., AR nltr \' ALL.\ ! I 
nmlRAY KOTTAYAY NAI;ERCOtL Tla!"pl"U t CAucTT KnlH.\KO'S.-\M OOTAl'A"l'ND 'IISlSE\"EI.),Y I 

I 
I·HA.~(;.\N.-\CIlBRRY )JADRAl' (BROADWAY, l'AI.(.HAT TBlf'HISOI'OLY 
('UClllS " (lIOcn nUAD) 1',\RrR TRIOI({T1t II 
('o!~IBA.TORB PlyJ, .... PORK) l'ERr~II'AVOOR TRIPI"SHIIl'RA ' 

I ('O():\ooH. .. (YEl'RRY) 1~)LLAOlll TJU\"A'SI1Kl.')I' I 
t'OLO:\lBO HADl"RA. Pl"Ill'KOTTAH TlTlOOHIN 

I HEHCOLAM MAR'fA!iDA~ QrIl.ox l'Dl'l'lDIKLl'ET I 
SALEM VIRUDHUNAdAR 

f AGENCieS THROUGHOUT NORTHERN INDIA. ' t 
t BILLS POR COLLeCTION ; I 
I You will tlnd that th(' TRAV.\~('ORE XATIOXAJ. wilh a net wurkof branrlw!I ! I 

all ow'r :-;(ltltb India is in l\ uni'l"c position to handle y(lln Oollcerion Busin('ss. Wo 

I do it promptl ... and at WTJ: ('llml'l'titil'f' rales. 1'11(' Heinl Offil'(, or run- branch will 
anS1H'r your enquiry in thl~ eUlllJ('Ction with p\<'asurc. • t 

f All kinds of General Banking Business undertaken. t 
L ________ ~::~~~~~A~~~!!:!.?.!:::!!~t 
t ••. * •. ~ - •• + • + + • + .•• - • - - + ••• , 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

IF IT IS A LIFE ASSURANCE PROBLEM 
Pleaee Coneult 

The Hukumchand Life Assurance Co., Ltd. 
Board of Director.: 

Sir ~IUlI(X!hand HukumehJlnd, Kr.. lCllairllla.n) 
~ir l\!l1hlllllmad :-O:nadullnh. Kr.. :'I.A .. B.L., formerly Viec-l)re:;idcnt 

(TO\'l'rllor'~ ExC("utive Council, Assam. 
Itai Bahndur )lanJ.:'tulal Tapuria. 
Champalal Jatia. Esq. 
~bookt~cll Bbattcr, Esq. 
K. C. X("{lg'Y. Esq., )f.A., n.L., M.l ... A. 
8antosh Kumar Bw;u. }o~I .. M.A., n.L. 

(formerly Mayor, C'aleutta Corporation). 
OUR 

lloliey Conditions contain' a11 that is lx-st and latest in Life As~uranee 
Protection including Disability Benefits by Aecident of Disease. 

OUR 
Combined Family Protection and Old .Age Provision Policy with 

Guaranteed BonU!~ is Speciality. 
r<', fur/her 111rftadarJ' (mil Agolt)' p/~"(1St" apply /0 : 

SIR SARUPCHAND HUKUMCHAND & CO. 
,Managing Agents. 

30, CLIVE STREET, CALCUTTA 

• • 
• • 
• 
• • • • • • · , 
• • • • • • 

• T.le.t.oae :-C.1. 4106 Tel • .,. .. :-.. ftA.ORAJA. .. • • 

t .... ............ ____ . ....-..:.::...-... ~~~ .......... + .. + + _ .. t 



THE INDIAN COTTON TEXTILE INDUSTRY-1937 ANNUAL 
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IAEGI 
a5 AEG TUUHINBS IN INDIA 

TURBINE ASSEMBLY IN THE WORKS 

A. E. G. INDIA ELECTRIC CO., 
LIMITED 

:ALCUTTA. 
'. o. BOX 496. 

BOMBAY 
P. O. BOX 608 . 

. ----~-~~~~-~---~--------. 
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I.e •• Power Consumption 

I.e •• Oil Consumption 

I.e.B Maintenance 

I.e.B Wear 

with 

6f'J\G~ 
...:.=~~ 
~ 

-' 

VACTRA OILS 

I
N all ootoon mills there are many machines aDd lioo 

.haft bearings lubricated by means of wick and 
drop feed oil cups, bottle oileN. or band oiling. 
The lubricating oil ruDS 00 waste after passing 

through tbe bearing. 8<rcalled" spindle" and "loom" 
oils are used. 

Tme economy with such "a1l loss" systems of lubrication 
is possible only with oils which possess penisteace of 
film to an unusual degree. This characteristic enableS 
the lUbricating oil 00 adhere longer 00 the lubricated 
surface. Persisten.u-ol-film is the outstanding charac
teristic of Gargoyle Vactra Oils. For this reason, these 
oils, 8S compared with ordinary general purpose oilsl 
"ill effect marked reductions in power consumption, 
wear, maintenance and oil consumption. Evidence of the 
exceptional value of these oils is senn in the experience 
of many users who report power savings of from 3 '&0 10 
per CAnt. - and more. 

Our representative "ill be glad to show you savings 
made in plants with equipment similar to your own. 

STANDARD- VACUUM OIL COMPANY 
(TIle Ii.bilit,. of tbe member. of the ComIND), i. limited.} 

BOMBAY - CALCUTTA - COLOMBO - KARACHI - MADRAS - RANGOON 
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PRESENT POSITION. 

"Goverom""t of India Notillcation:-No. 341-T(IOI36 dated 
25th June. 1936. 

Cotton fabrics, not otherwise specified, containing more than 90 per 

cent. of Cotton:-

(i) grey piecegoods (excluding bordered grey chaddars. dhuties. 

saries and scarves) :-

Of British Manufacture 

Not of British Manufacture 

20 p.c. ad 'ualorem 

or 3 y, as. per lb. 

whichever is higher. 

50 p.c. ad valorem 

or 5;4 as. per lb. 

whichever is higher. 

(ii) Cotton piecegoods and fabrics not otherwise specified;-

Of British manufacture 

).Jot of British manufacture 

20 p.c. ad valorcm, 

50 p.c." 
" 

·In accordance with the recommendations of the Special Tari1f Board 
Hepart. 1936. 

*Government of India Finance Department ~otification:

Dated 27th March. 1937. 

(1) "In exercise of the power conferred by section 19 of the 

:'ca Customs Act. 1878 (VIII of 1878). the Governor General in 

: ''-lUncii is pleased to prohibit the hringing into British India by Sea 

by land of goods liable to duty under item ~o, 49 (I) (b) of the 

cst Schedule to the Indian Tariff Act, 1934 (XXXII of 1934)", and 

(2) In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (I) of 

'edion 4 of the Indian Tariff Act. 19.H (XXXII of 1934). the 

I ~(J\ ernor General in Council is pleased to increa~e the duty chargeable 

l]IlJ~r the First Schedule to the said Act on the articles specified in 

:he annexed table to the extent set forth therein. 
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Article. with number 
of entry in the First 
Schedule under which 

chargeable. 

49(1) Fabrics. not 
otherwise speci
fied, containing 
more than 90 
per cent. of 
artificial silk .......... 

(b) not of British 
manufacture. 

49(2) Fabrics. not 
otherwise speci
fied. containing 
not more than 
10 per cent. silk 
but more than 
10 per cent. and 
not mOfe than 
90 per cent. 
artificial silk. 

(a) containing 50 
per cen~. or 
more cotton"":",, 

(ii) not of 'British 
manufactu(e. 

(b) containing n 0 

cotton or COD

taining less than 
50 per cent. 
cotton-

(ii) not of British 
manufacture. 

Present rate of duty 
chargeable under the 

Indian T arif! Act. 
(up to the 27th March 

1937) . 

2 

50 per cent ad valorem 
or 1: annas per sq. 
yard. whichever is 
higher. 

50 per cent ad valorem 
or 3 Vi annas per 
sq. yard whichever 
is higher. 

50 per cent ad valorem 
or 4 anDas per sq. 
yard, whichever is 

. higher. 

Increased rate of duty 

3 

50 per cent ad vaiore:'! 
or 5 anoas per SIl, 

yard. whichever .5 

bigher. 

50 per cent ad vaiOrt'-n 
or i annas per S·l 
yard, whichever 's 
higher. , 

50 per cent ad valOrt"n 
or 5 annas per 5,1 
yard. whichever 15 

higher . 

The first notification prohibits the import into India of fents rna .. ' 
of artificial silk or artificial silk mixtures, while the second rai~- ~ 

the level of duties payable on perfect artificial silk piecegoods a),,1 
on artifici~l silk mixture goods imported from foreign countries. T"t: 
effect of these notifications is that, henceforward, artificial silk sqUt! "c 
yard fents will pay import duty as artificial silk piecegoods. T:lt 
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A Perfect Watch for a Life Time 

Guaranteed 
for 

Three Years 

with tempered Steel 

Hair Spring and 

Compensated 

Balance. The case 

is absolutely Damp

proof with inner 

A remarkable watch 

of perfect accuracy, 

the movements are 

fitted with 15 Jewels dome. 

--• -

Nickel Silver Case Ra. 15 

Sterling Silver Case Ra. 19·8 

Can be had of : 

s. H. Mumtazuddin 
131/132, Radha Bazar StreE't 

CALCUTTA 

Phone Cal: 1212 Telegrams: Timebouse 
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:leW rates of duty on foreign artificial silk piecegoods will be As. 5 
,ILT square yard on piecegoods containing more than 50 per cent. 
Ir(dicial silk, and As. 4 per square yard on mixtures containing less 
ilaJ] SO per cent. artificial silk as against As. 4 and As. 3.%. per square 
-,rd respectively at present. 

11)" notification No. 3D-Customs, dated the 1st May, 1937, the 
~oYt~rnrnent of India, in the Finance Department, prohibited the 
,ringing into Rritish India of imports of fents liable to duty under 
1\..'1!l --l-9 (1) (a) of the first schedule, which \\Tere manufactured in 
i,lpan ami were shipped after 1st April, 1937, unless they are covered 
\' a i..'crtificate issued by or ~n behalf of the Department of Commerce 
"d Industry, Japan, authorising export to India. 

For various other tables, refer to the fol1O\ving pages. 

H-B, Heysham Road, 
O. Elgin Road, Calcutta. 
Dated 25th May, 1937. M. P. GANDHI. 
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THE 

Indian Cotton Textile Industry 

Early History 

IT is undoubted that the birth-place of the cotton industry (as also of 
the sugar industry) 1 of the world is I nelia. but there is a diversity 
of opinion as to exactly when the indu~try began. Indeed, tradition 

, it that it was even in a Ilourshin~ condition when the Rig Veda 
.~ written. This is based on certain passag('s in the Rig Veda ,,"hieh 

interpreted as reierring to cotton manu iacture ..... hut seve'ral re
irchers do not so interpret the passages, and, according to them, 

, Il)n manufactures must have commen('ed in India after the Hig 
.J;: was written. 1t is not intended here to go deeper into this 
. ~tion. As is \yell knO\vn, the age of the Rig Veda itself i:;. not a 

.'" ~o[ved problem--various ages heing assigned to it from 4000 B.C . 

. 1:' latc as 1200 B.C., ~ but accepting eyen the most recent date for it, 
1200 B.C., and accepting even the view that the cotton indu<;try 

ndia is later than the Veda..;, the authentic account of the industry 
I!loned in the later San~krit records ~how that the industry did 

"t in 800 !l.t'. The !l,Jahabharata, Ramayana and the Puranas arc 
'1 of references to the cotton goods. ~Ir. F. \V. Thomas has said 
.it " The earliest mention of cotton appears to he in the Asvalayana 

Lllta SUlra (say 800 R.C.) where the material is contrasteu \Ivith silk 
'1,1 hemp, as that of which was made the sacred thread of the 

dmlins.";j The Periplu.-;" ohsen'es that I..'otton thread and doth 
repeatectly mentioned in the laws of ~lanu 1800 B.C.), FiYe 

.turies before the Christian Era, cotton \\'as exported from India.::; 

1. For the Indian Sugar ImlustrY-"ld,' :\Jr. )1. P. Gandhi's "The Indian 
:,c;3.r I nolustry" -Its past, present ano future. 1934; The Indian Sugar Inllustry 
:l!I\~al. l~U~l alHllfl:16. Also See :;"Ir. :;"1. P. Gandhi's ·'How to Compete witb 
'relgn Cloth"'. l~+:n. 
:! l'amhridge History of India, Vol. I, page 110 an (I following pages. 
:~ The Commercial Product::; of India-Sir George \\-att-page 5;1.). 
4. The Pf'riplu~ of the Erytbraean Sea-Schorr!. Edition 

, .J. ] R. A, S .. Vol. XVIi (l8f,(I). page :~; - J. A. :\lann's article "0 .. the 
I...otton Trade of India". 
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for in the reign of Amasia (569--62S H.C.) cotton was known in Egypt. 
where it is not probahle, any was then grown. 6 During the 
Buddhistic period the export of lndian cotton fabrics \',,'as of world
wide importance. 7 Herodotus, \vriting about 430 B.C'" stated that 
cotton was the customary wear of the Indians, anti added that 
,. certain wild trees there bear wool instead of fruits, that in beauty 
and quality excels that of sheep: and the Indians make their clothing 
from these trees. !oI This is evidently nothing else than cotton. 'fht 
suhsequent writings of Europeans and Asiatics bear testimony to the 
same fact. Coming to a later period, we find that at the time of 
Chandragupta Maurya (321-297 H.l'.) the manufacture of cotton 
had reached a very high skill of excellence. Kautilaya's Arthashastra, 
written some-time in the Serond Century B_C., mentions that the cotton 
fanrics of the \Vestern p::trts are ex,ellent. fJ At the time of 
Alexander's invasion of India, upwards of 2,200 years ago, the dress 
of Indians is described as consisting largely of calieoe::;, pure and white, 
or adorned with figures. Strabo, writing in the beginning of the 
Christian Era, mentions on the authority uf K earchus: " Our flowered 
cottons, and the variuu!:) beautiful dyes with ",,'hieh the cloths ", .. 'ere 
figured." Even admitting that the Indian trade in cotton 
began so late as the fifth century R.I.'. (it must be earlierL we cannot 
conclude that the 1 ndians did not know the arts of spinning and weav
ing long- hefore they traded in it with other people. The earliest 
reconls of the history of the people fringing upon the shores of the 
Southern Asiatic Seas, show that the cotton weaving industry was in 
a fairly advanced stage. Prof. H. H. \'\"iI50n even ooserved that the 
Hindus were a manufacturing people three thousand years ago, as were 
most people who felt the need of dothing, etc. Rut the daim to anti
quity of the Indian cotton industry goes deeper still, since the manu
factured goods of India were known and used by the most civilized 
people of antiquity. "The primitive Aryan women of prehistorir 
times" to obsen·e5 ~[r. H. C. \Vells. "span and wove and embroidered.'· 
In an erudite ("ontribution to the Journal of the .R.oyal A5iatl<' Society 
on "The Cotton Industry of India" J. A. ~Iann has stated, ._" India it-

O. In "Tbe Commer~'ial ProducL<; of~ Inaia'· page 3-;-:2, Sir (~e-orgC'" ""att 
quotes Yates (Text. .-\ntlq. IS-!:I, ;U-l·.\l) in SUpP{)rt of the ahow' ~tatf'ment: 
"Cotton was not grown 1Il Egypt propl'r during ancient tillie'S'". Accon\in~(to 
Yates, (:ottOI1 was first cultivatt'd ill Egypt in l:Ith or ].lth 2C'"ntur~·, an,\ in 
support of tht, opinion IH' llI~ntions the fact that th~ .\rab ph~sician '-\hrlullah. 
who visited Egypt in J:?l,)l ..\.D and pllbli~hed a list ()f the plants he saw there, 
make!' no uwntion of cotton . 

. "'·u Dr. RadhakullIud Mukerjec's "History of Ancient Sbipping". 
~. Herodotus, Book 111. page 106. Also 7·/& ··:\ncient India" by J. W 

ll'cTindale, HIOI. 

H. R. Samasastry's Translation of .. Kautiiya·., .-\rthashastra". Chap. 32'. 

10. Tbe 0utline of History-H. G. Wells, page 83. 
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",'cording to our knowledge the accredited birth-place of the cotton 
i~1anufactures ........ " 11 

Recent Discoveries in Sind 

An account of the recent archaeological discoveries in Sind 
:\lrnishes authentic proof of the highly civilised state of India over 
.";000 years ago and of the flourishing condition of several arts. (.'ide 
\Iohenjo-Daro and the Indus Civilization, Edited by Sir John 
\Iarshall 1930). In the preface he states:-

"One thing that stands out dear and unmistakable both at 
Mohenjo-Daro and Harappa, is that the civilization 
hitherto revealed at these two places is not an incipient 
civilization, but one already age-old and stereo-typed on 
Indian soil, with many millennia of human endeavour 
behind it. 

"Thus India must henceforth be recognised, along with Persia, 
1\.lesopotamia and Egypt as one of the most important 
areas where the rivilizing processes of society were InI

tiated and developed." 

We also find it stated on good authority that "5000 years ago, 
Mohenjo-Daro was a flourishing City" (vide page 2, ibid). 

In the chapter on .. Other Antiquities in Art" in the same book. 
we find the following:-

I< That spinning was common in the houses of !\lohenjo-Daro 
is evident from the finding of numerous spindle-whorls 
in the house; and that it was practised by the well-to-do 
and poor alike is indicated by the fact that the whorls 
are made of the more expensive faience as well as of the 
cheaper pottery and shell. For warmer textiles, wool 
was used; for lighter ones, cotton. 12 

"Of cotton, a few minute scraps found adhering to the side 
of a silver vase ha\'e been subjected to an exhaustive 
examination by l\lessrs. A. X. Gulati, M.SC., and A. J. 
Turner M.A., B.~C., of the Indian Central Cotton Com
mittee, Technological Laboratory." 

11. J. R. A. S., Vol. XYIl. (lbtil.l) pagl;:" :3ci7. 

12. 'Whetht>r flax was also in usc we do not know, hut Ir/111(1 {tux. it is unlike-
h- tbat botb flax and cotton would ba\'e been culti\'att-d simultaneoush', alheit 
ljax was alrcady well-known in )Ie~oputalilia anti Eg~:pt. Ht'rollotu~ writinl-: 
.Lho\"c 445 H.C. and descrihing thc cotton plant. implies that it was peculiar to 
;n(lia (iii) 106; Elsewhere. (I' W3 and (ill :-11. toll. he statcs spt'cifically tbat 
the Babylonians wore dresses of 1m en or wool and the Egyptians the same. 
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We also find on page 194 of this book, a refercnl.'c to Cotton cloth. 
It is stated "Two silver vases, one somewhat larger than the other 
and dosed with the lid of the same material. Both the vases were 
originally wrapped in fotton cloth. Several vases of silver and copper 
containing je\\'cllcry and other objects were also found." 

.. These ornaments throw useful light on the fashions in 
personal decoration in vogue among the ·early inhabitants 
of l\lohenjo-J)aro and on account of theiT high quahty 
of workmanship, arc among the excellent examples of 
the gold-smith's art as practised in the third millennium 
B. C. 

Referring to cotton textiles, it must be observed here that the 
srientifil' value of the discovery at :\Iohenjo-f)aro in Sind is greatly 
enhanced by the rcmants of the doth in which the ya~es were wrapped, 
as they establish the use of cotton texliles at T\lohenjo-Daro about 3000 
B. C. ("ide Antiquities Journal, vol. viii, p. 62, and plates 1 and 13). 

In regard to weaving and the eXt'ellence of its state, we find it 
reported on p. 468:-

"Spindle whorls are found in such numbers at !\fohenjo-Daro 
that the art of weaying must have be .. :n practised exten
sively; we know for a certainty that cotton was one of 
the materials used for this purpose." 

After the Christian Era 

The history of the cotton industry up to the 15th century A.D. is 
more or less unknown to this day. There is no single treatise deal
ing with the subject. \Ve are thus left to collect what ]jttle informa
tion we may, from the: sl'attered an:ounts of travellers and the scanty 
classical literature of the period. 

The first definite mention of doth as an article of trade o(cur~ 
In the valuable r6'or<l of ant'ient Indian cOlnmen'e "The Periplus of 
the Erythnean sea." 1:1 (60 A.H.) 

From this nX'ord, it appears that the raw cotton as well as the 
cotton manufactures of India were conveyed by j\rabs and Greeb 
from "P;ttiala. ,\rl;lke, narygaz<ll-l and ~las;tliil (the modern 

13. The I'eripl.ls of tilt' Enthr<l.·an Sea. Translated by \Vilfred H. Schoff. 
St>cretary of tht' COlllllH:'rt.·ial )Iusetllll, l'i1il:Hlelphia-]~l:1. ;\bout the autbor 
of tilt" I't>ripltls. it is hest to a.!tlllt. n(lthin.~ is known. .\hout the date of 
ti1(" P(·riplll";" tht' IH';lTt'st sing;le y(·.u that stlg").!;{'sts it-;e1f is 61.1 A.D. 

14. This is tilt' modern Broach \~l "·J:!'S.; 71"-J-l1 E). The Greek name is 
frum the Prakrit. Bharukaeha. supposed to he a corruption of Bhrigukachha, 
. tbe plain of Bbngu", who was a local bero. 
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·'.[<Isulipatam), up the Red Sea to Aduli; they also carried the sUFerior 
"uslins of Bengal, called by the Greeks, "Gangitiki." The muslins 
i Dacca, the most delicate of the fabrics of I ndia, an ancient test of 
,hich was for the piet'e to he drawn through a finger ring, were known 
; the Greeks under the name" Gangitiki," \\;hirh is suggestive of their 

'rigin from the bank~ of the Ganges. 1;, Arrian lH in about 150 A.D. 14" 

,I'[ote: "The r mlians worc linen ( ?) garmt'ots, the substance whereof 
, ley were made gro\',;ing upon trees; and it is indeed tlax, or rather 

)ll1ething much whiter and finer than flax. They "~'ear shifts of the 
dme which reach down to the middle of their legs, and veils which 
:l\cr their head and a great part of their shoulders." The Romans 
~bo used Indian cotton clothes. Ventus Textiles or Xcbula wcre the 
!:lines under which they knew these clothes. These clolhes arc 

'lcntioned in the list of goods charged with duties in Justinian's" ,52 
\,]).) Digest of the Laws, Thus by the beginning of the Christian 
!':ra, we have a fairly vivid glimpse of India as a cotton-growing as 
I,dl as cotton-manufal,:turing country. And it may safely be concluded. 
·,bserves "The Imperial Gazeteer of India" 01 that the arts of cotton 
,'vinning and weaving were in a high state of proficiency two thousand 
.-ears ago. 

Pliny, who wrote his" Natural History" 19 in 73 A.H., i.,'., at a 
·Iate later than the Periplus, says that there W<l:; "Xo year in which 
1 ndia did not drain the Roman Empire of a hundred million Sesten,'cs," 
",\ hich is equivalent to 15 million rupees. It is thus clear that our 
I.'xports must have been much larger than imports, and that textile 
manufactures of all sorts must have formed a bulk of these. Pliny 
.lIso refers to muslins and I ndian calicoes, and describes them as 'of 
"u['Crior ex(·elleIR·e.' This shows the adyanced :;tage of the industry 
,it the beginning of the first century A,D. 

L'nhappily, no \\'[1ter can be found who cffcctu.tlly hridges on"r 
lilt> gap between tht: period ()f the " ~atltral History" and th;lt of the 
physicians wlw wrote in the 7th to 10th centuries. There is no inlor
:lI:ttion of the st<~te of thc .... olton industry till the 9th century. 
IZI...·naudnt, a Frcw.·h writer, in his translation of the journal of an Arah 
; :-;ulaiman) who \·i5ill..'d India in the qth I...·entul'\· .-"..1'., slates that in 
ralit'll! "Garments are made in So extraordinar;· a manner th~t no-

I.'),. The Imperial Gazcttccrof Indi:l, \'01. III. Chap. IV. IMge ]9:), ;uul The 
'"Penpllls" Schoff'.,; Edition. 

Iii. ArTian's "lIistur~' uf India" translated by Rooke, 1814, paRe :Jl:l . 

. 1 i. Dr. Watt assip:ns this flate to "The In(lika of Ardan", S,'t' Tbe Commer
CIal Pro/luels of I ndla" , page ilt}. 

1~. The Imperial Gazetteer of Inllia, \'01. Ill, page 195. 
W. Pliny's "!';atural History" XII. 18, 



6 INDIAN COTTON TEXTILE INDUSTRY 

where else are the like to be seen. They are for the most part roun( 
and woven to that degree of fineness that they may be drawn througl 
a ring of middling size," 20 

Ibn Khurdadba, an Arab geographer of the 10th century A.1l 

mentions :R.ahmi (according to Elliot, this is some place near Dacca 
as the plat'e rroducing l'utton cloths and aloewood. 21 A Chinest 
traveller, Chao-Ju-Kua, in the beginning of the 13th century ha
recorded that Ping-Kalo (Bengala) "produced superior double· 
edged sword-blades, cotton and other doth. 22 

Marco Polo, the first Christian traveller 23 (who travelled throtTgl 
a large portion of Asia in 1290 A,D.). refers to the production am.: 
manufacture of cotton in Cujarat, Cambay, Telingana, ~Iahoar 

Bengal, etc. Speaking of Gujarat, he says: "The cotton trees aft 
of great size growing six paces high and attain an age of twent: 
years, but, he adds, when of that age the cotton is only used to qui!! 
or stuff beds." Referring to l\Iasulipatam, he says that" they produCt 
the finest and most bcauti ful cottons to be found in any part of the.. 
world." Speaking of Bengal, he says that" the people grew cotton ire 
which they drove a great trade." 2'" George Phillips 25 in an instruc' 
tive artic1e on .. fi.lahuan's Account of the Kingdom of Bengal .. show~ 
advance of the industry in the 15th century, from what Mahuan, tht 
Chinese traveller, wrotc in his account. .j Five or six kinds of fine 
cotton fabrics \vere manufactured, one of which called Pi-chih wa~ 
of very soft texture, 3 feet wide and 56 feet long. Another ginger
yellow fabric called 1lan-Cheti was also produced, which was 4 feet 
wide and 50 feet long, etc." 

We will see in the next chapterl the state of the industry under 
the :\ioguls. 

The Trade, Manufacture and Quality of 
Cotton Fabrics of Ancient Time. 

It was for many hundreds of years and down to only two 
hundred rears ago that India remained the home of cotton manufac
tUres ami supplied cotton and cotton goods to her people at home and 
her numerous customers abroad. Dr. \Vatt has observed: "It would 

~J. Sir George Watt's COlllmercial Products of India., page 572. Renauuot's 
Ancient Accounts of In(lia and China by lluhaDlllladan travellers has been 
translated in English ill I ~;t3. 

21. Elliot's History of [nuia (edited by Prof. J. Dawson) Yol. I, pp. 13~ U. 
2'~. J. R. A. S. l~l(i, page 495. An article on Chao·Ju·Kua·~ ethnography, 

etc., by F Hirth, Ph.l). 
Z'J. The Indian Empire hy Sir W. W. Hunter, Chap. XX. page 70l. 
24. Yule's )larco Polo, Yol. II, page 115. 
25. ]. R. A. S. (IS!:f5) "Mohuan's Account of the Kingdom of Bengal" by 

Geo:rge Phili.p, pp. 1):.."Jg-533. 
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. ,)t be far from correct to describe cotton as the central feature of the 
odd's modern cummerce. Certainly no more remarkable example 
j a sudden development exists in the history of economic produds 

'l.tn is the (ase with cotton. The enormous importance of the textile 
,-riay, in the agricultural, commercial, industrial and social 1i fe of the 

. urld, renders it difficult to believe that, but little more than two 
tmdred years ago, cotton was practically unknown to the civilized 
.:tiuns of the \Vest." 2/j Thus, while Europe was in primith'e dark

,(''':5, [noia was in comparative light-while the Europeans were suh~ 
Lrged in harbarism, ignorance and a state of wildertless, ann wandered 

1 the clothes of Adam and Eve, it was J ndia that for thousands of 
c;lrs dad not only itself, in its celebrated cotton produrts, but also 
uppfied the European nations of the time with its surplus vroduce. ~. 
live Day has observed in his" History of Commerce" as follows:
The manufacture of cotton goods was neglected in Europe until the 
~hteenth century and at the beginning of our national existence much 
i the supply of Taw cotton still came from the ancient seat of the 
Itton industry in Asia." 211 \Ve must also observe here that, in all 

Lnturies before the nineteenth, the production of raw material was as 
:uch a practical monopoly of India as the manufacture of finished 
otton goods. 

Spinning and \\'eaving were, of course, both done by hand. Yet 
\'en the best of her cloths were made hy simple, unlettered people with 
he aid of only a few crude tools, in their own small cottages. The 

'IKredibly simple methods of the Indian weaver stand no comparison 
'11 the elaborate mechanical devices of modern times. And yet, said 
:~aines ~H in 1835, that the Indians have, in all ages, maintained an 
Lnapproat'hed and almost incredible perfectiun in their fabrics of cotton 
-some ol their nrwi'/il1S mi;ltt he thouyht the work of fairies. or insects 

"olher than. that of mCll. COIl.;;ioering the (1isadvantages of tht"ir primi· 
ye mode of manufacture, it is really a matter of genuine admiration 

hat our ancestors should have arrived at such an exceedingly high 
lit(h of proficiency in the delicacy of the fabrit's manufacture(1 by 
i'l'1l1. :~u r-.luslins were among the earliest articles oi India's shipping 
fade and the muslins manufac1ured by our ancestors particularly at 

20. The Commercial Prouucts of India-Sir George Watt, page :170. 

27. Tbe Trade of Ancient India-as in fact of all earl v comItlulliti('s~ must 
li~\'(' heen a tranC' in luxuries. Ancient India was entirely self.!;ufficient and 
:'xp:,rteo articli'S (If which she had a surplus. Sct' Prof. K. T. Shah's "Trade, 
fanffs. ami Transport in India", p,p. ]-~7, 

::8 . .\ History of Commerce by Cliw Day, Ph.D., page 519. 
:19. Raines: Tbe History of Cotton Manufactures. page 56. 

:111. I"Iife Raines. who observes "In spite of tbe raw material not heing 
mught to its highest state of cultiyation, despite crude maChinery, and little 
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Dacca, and which were known under such names as " Textile Breezes," 
"Running \Vater," and' Evening Dew," are still unsurpassed in fine
ness oy either hand or machine-\\"oven fabrics. 

Extent, Nature and Status of the Indultry 

That the industry was \'"idespread can be seen from the fact that 
almost every household prepared doth, at least sufficient for the need~ 
of the family. The industry was exclusively a cottage industry, and 
the members of the family all helped in the preparation of doth. 
Craftsmanship did not hold an inferior status, and was supposed to be 
under the special protection of the kings. 31 vVh.ilc hand-loom 
industry must have been a full time occupation. the spinning industry 
must have afforded an excellent by-employment in ancient times, to a 
large numher of men and women. It is, however, rath~r difficult to 
bring oneself to belie\'e that this industry, which reached such a high 
pitch uf excellence, could really be the occupation of leifure moment,.;. 
only. The best artisans must ha\T been whole-time ",;orkers, who 
spent their whole life on this une inrlustry and earned their living from 
it. To usc the modern phraseology of economics, there was no exploi
tation of labour by capital since ,. setting up for oneself" was hut the 
normal occurrence for the artisan of those days. 

diyision of lahour. the pr,)(tu('t!'l Wt're fahrics of exquisite delicacy, unn\-alled by 
am· otitl'r nation, cwn tho~t' hest skilled in the me<:hanic arts, and he ascri
heS their t'XC"l!t'I1(,t' to the "remarkable fine sense of touch and the patience 
and gt"tltient'Ss of the Hiurlus··. 

:H. History of Aryan Rule. E. R. Hayen, pp i6,81. 



The Industry under the Moguls 

It is evident from the last chapter that lnclia provided clothing 
;:1)1 only for her O\vn population (which was brge) hut also exported 
, large qu,mtity outside. The lndian cotton cloths show that the 
.n was at such a pitch of perfection (thi~ is evidenced by numerous 
rayellcrs, European, Asiatic and others, who speak of the Inoian 
\,."xtilcs in the highe5t terms) that we may say with Baker, "It 
.rcsupposes long centuries of apprenticeship and practice." 1 

The Industry under the Mogul. up to the 
Advent of the E. I. Company 

The information about the state of cotton industry. like that of 
IImost all the other industries, ouring the :.ruhammaoan period is 
-,cry meagre. _-\ny consistent, connected account of the indll~try. 

>:ltherc(l together in one place is only conspicuous hy it::> ahsence. 
'J~he .\luhammauan period up to the advent of the ~togl1J:.; W<lS a 
ileriod of constant wars, sieges, and plunders which dc\'as,t;tled the 
."\ hole reg-ion) The artisans coulrl not ha\'c led an undisturbed Ii fe 
; It-'Cause the country ne\'er enjo~'erl uninterrupted pcace for any length 
.. f time, L'nder sUt'h unsettkrl conditions of life and the constant 
Ili~turhance which would make continuity of profession improbahle, 
i i not impossible, we cannot believe that the industry could have 
ilourished, at least it could not have received <lny impetu~ and advanced 
tnrther, The H on'ble Pandit !\tadan 1\lohan !\!al<lviva observes :--

.< The waves of conquest which commenced from the eleventh 
"l'l1tury, no clouht, gre;tlly harnpererl Indian industrialists and industries 
inr some time. Hut the establishment of the ~foghul Empire and the 
.;aiety and security of the reign of Akbar seem to haye fully revived 
fndian industries and handicrafts." 2 

1. 50", B;'lker, "Calico Printing in India' : IIntroduction). 

:!. Report of the Indian Industrial Commission, Xote hy the Hon. Pandit 
~la(ll1n :\Iohan llala\-iya. Page :lH6. 

2 
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He then quotes Bernier's glowing- description of the capital in th, 
reign of Shah Jahan, "The incredible quantitv of manufactured good, 
embroideries, tufts of gold turbans, etc.," and Tavernier's descriptio] 
of the manufactured goods and the marvellous peacock-throne, ir 
testimony of the revival of Indian industries. Akbar himseJf was 
patron of these industries, to which we will refer later. For knowin: 
the state of industry in the Mogul period, we have Mr, Moreland' 
two excellent monog-raphs on H T ndia at the death of Akbar" ani 

H from Akbar to Aurangazeh." 1\fr. '!\{ore]and has drawn upon all th, 
available sources of information-e.(J., Ain-I-Akbari, the nttmerOl1 
Persian chronicles, ana description of foreign visitors like '!\-fonserratt 
Sir Thomas Roe, Edward Terry, Peter ~runda:y, 1\fanucci, Rerneir 
Tavernier and others-with 1he exception of vernacular literatun 
A '\-'ord as to 'Mr. ~foreland's plan will not be out of place. 1\11' 
~:1oreland evinces a keen desire. all through hi!'. books, to take a, 
unfavourable a view of 1\'fog1.11 India and as favour;Jhle a view of th, 
present time, as possible, Due to his keen desire of making out; 
case against !\'fogul India and proving the superiority of the Britisl 
Rule, 1\'1 r. )foreland has orawn several incorrect conclusions and 
therefore, ,\'e ought to accept his conclusions with reserve. Ru 
making allowance for this partisan attitude, which appreciahl\ 
depreciates the value of such a monumental piece of research wor).., 
Mr. ~'IorelandJs account is admirable, and worth our attention, 

Discussing the cotton manufactures, 11r. 1Ioreland observes tha 
the masses of Bengal at this period (1600 A.D.) wore either jute 0 

cotton, and the province was densely popUlated, that its clothing mUf 

represent a substantial proportion of the entire textile consumption 0 

the country. "Even if we t:onclude," says !Vforeland, 3 ,I that Henga 
wore sackcloth, the fact remains that cotton-weaving was hy far th( 
most extensive industry in India, and I think it is fair to say that th\ 
ag-gregate production \\tas one of the great facts of the industrial worll 
of the year 1600," Pyrard stated that" everyone from the Cape 0 

Good Hope to China, man and woman, is cluthed from head to foot' 
in the produrts of Indian looms. '" ~1r. r-.loreland trie~ to discOlmt thi 
remark by pointing out that the people ',,"'ho reg-arded clothing as 
pure necessity of Ii fe were extremely few and that their clothing wa 
very scanty, being usually limited to a loincloth, but even he has t, 

concede: "\Ve may then restate Pyrard's picturesque and exaggerate, 
account by saying that Indian looms had a practical monopoly of th' 
home market for clothes, and in addition had three principal expor 
markets, Arabia and beyond, Burma, and the Eastern islands, beside~ 

:t l\1orE.'\anct"s "India at the dE.'alh of Akbar", page 1';9. 

4. Morel:md's "India at the death of Akbar", page 170. 
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'inor outlets in various other parts of Asia and on the East Coast of 
Jfto..:a." It is correct to say that almost everyone wore doth produced 
the country. 

Other Cotton Manufactures 

In addition to doth, certain miscellaneous goods were also 
.Inui(:lctured from cotton. These were cotton carpets (this industry 
,Ie- iostered by Akbar particularly at Agra and Lahore), ropes, 
"ads or beel-tapes, and M r. )'loreland agrees to say that the aggre
te outturn was doubtless substantial, but regrets there are no means 

estimating the amount. "The details go to show," observes 
'r, Moreland, " that the cotton industry was at this period much the 
""[ important handicraft in India." 

The Centre. and Extent of Cotton Industry 

" On the Coast of Coromandel and in the province of Bengal. it is 
,:fficult to find a village in which every man, woman and child is not 
!lployed in making a piece of cloth. At present much of the greatest 

'Irt of the provinces are employed in the single manufactl1re. The 
'-ogress of the linen (cotton) manufacture includes no less than a 
l'scription of the lives of half the inhabitants of Hindustan." 5 Mr. 
;;lincs remarked in 1835 on the strength of this and other testimony, 
lat the cotton manufacture in India \\'as not carried on in a few large 
,wns or districts; it was universal. The grmvth of cotton was nearly 
, general as the growth of foodstuff. The production carried on to 
Icet the great demand of cloth at home and abroad was diffused 

11roughout the country. There were centres which had spedalizcd in 
!~ production of some classes of goods. IS The facilities of transport 
d to the concentration of industries in particular areas either on the 
·ast or along the inland waten\~ays. \Vherever a European 
,'l1etrated inland, he found cloth being produced along his ruute, and 

is reasonable to conclude that all tmvns and most large vil1ages 
"oJuccd the bulk of the cloth worn in the locality. The follo\\-ing 
:pplied the foreign market :-- Bengal, The Coromandel Coast, Cambay 
Ilich drew goods from Ahmedabad, Pattan, Baroda, Broach, Surat, 

and the Indus plain which was supplied from Lahore, .:\1ultan, 
. Llkkur, and other towns \yhkh were inhabiteJ by a large community 

weavers. For purposes of export, Ahmt.'dabact, Stnat, 
lasulipatam, Hijli in nengal, Sri pur ncar Da(l.:·a, being near the sea, 

',lTe well situated, and Palna wa~ advanuigeously situated because of 
,n position on the greatest river high-way of india. 

3. Orme in "Historical Fragments of the ~logul Empire", page 413 
<wteo by Baiut:'s, page (jj. 

ti. Moreland's ··India at the death 01 Akbar" 1 page 18.:? 
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Bengal was famous for her muslins. \Vc have already rcfern I 
to the Peripllls which speaks of the" Gangetic," the finE'st of the SOl 

"The manufacttlres of Da(:ca," on the authority uf Vertomannu 
"were exported to Turkey, ~yriat .--\rabia, Ethiopia ann Persia.'·
Varthema).( ahu mentions that" :;"lecc:t imported a yer .... largt' l{l1.1ntil 

of cotton and silken stuffs frolll Bengal." The Bengal (ottc) , 
imlustry had always a place of pride.' in the manufacture of cotton, ;,
is evidenced by the writings of several travellers. ~-raster Caes;! 
Fre<ieri{:k, a men.'hant of Venice, visikd the East-Indies about th 
year 136J, ~laster Thomas 11icKocke translated the narrative frot 
the original Italian. Here is his <In:ount fl of the kingdom of OTi~:-. 
and the river Ganges: ........... Orissa Wit'i a filire kingdun1 an, 
ITustic. . . ......... Every yeare in tht port of Orissa were laden fi\ 
and twentie or thirtic ships Kn~at and small, with ry(,.'e and diver!t,e 50rt 
of fine white buml);lste doth." 

Causes of the Excellence of the Manufacture. 

The world- famous Dacca muslins were produced not only in Dact'; 
but in (.juasimhazaar, and other places in its vicinity, like Sonargaon 
which produced the nest ami nnest l'nltun cloth. The climate of Dact' 
anu its environs is specially suitt'.i to the manufacture of cotton 
be(lust' of its humidity, it:;. (omparati\'ely low temperature, mediull 
rainfall, etc. 111 Again, we must abo note th,at inherited. skill has (\. 
mUt'h to do as environment for the -;urceS::i of the cotton industr) 
There is no doubt that the system of indissoluhle hereditary bondagl 

of a family to a single means of livelihood had much to do with th~ 

perfel'1ion of the method empluyed. 1) 

James ~lil1 explain:; the unequalled skill of the Indian weavel 
thus :-

., It is a setlentary occupauull, and thus in harmoll\' with hi ... 
preduminant indinatifllls, It requires patience, of whir\; 
he ha" an iJlexhal1~ti"le fund, It requires little bodil~ 

exertion of which he i~ al\\-ays exceedingly sparing, an(: 
the finer the prodw.:tion, the more slender the.: force \\,hll+ 
he is called upon tu apply. Hut this is not all. Till' 
weak and delicate frame of the Hindu is accompanied 

VcrtOnlal1llUS n~)(nl a. ... quotell ill Taylor's Topog-raphy anfl :-'bttistirs of 

I )a(,(,:1, pagl' IS':'!. 
H. 'fhe 'frawls of LtHlo\'ico (Ii \Yartht'm3, page 151. 

tl. Bengal in the Sixteenth CClltury. J, ~, VIolS Gupta, pagc j(r2. 

10. T~yLor's (otton :\bnufaeturt" pp. :.! and :1. 
11. Decennial :\Ioral and )I:ttcrial Progrt's,.., Report, 18:32-91 page :lW, 
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with an afuteness of external sense, particularly of tottch, 
which is altogether unrivalled. and the flexibility of his 
fingers is equally remarkable. The hand of the Hindu, 
therefore, constitutes an organ adapted to the finest 
operations of the loom. in a degree whit:h is almost or 
altogether peculiar to himself. 1~ 

Baine .... holds a similar opinion :--

., It is then a physical organization in the natives, admirably 
suited to the processes of spinninf.! ami weaving; to the 
possesslOn of the r3\\- material 10 the greatest 
abundance: to the possession also of the most brilliant 
dyes for staining and printing the cloth; to a climate 
which renders the colours lively and durable; and to the 
hereditary practice by particular t'astes, classes amI 
families. both of the manual operations and chemical 
processes required in the manufacture; it is to the::.e 
t'auses, \\"ith very little aid from science and in almost 
barbarous state of the mechanical arts, that India owes 
her long surpremacy in the manufacture of cotton," 1:'1 

Some thought that the superiority of the Indian manufactures 
a:' due to the vcry simplicity and crudeness of the process. 

The Coromandei Coast was most famous for "hint!. or printed 
dieo, which it cxported to Pcgu. T\Ialacca and other" countries. The 
",)romanoel Coast in general, and ~Ja~l1lipatam in particular, were 
It' most famous centres of manufacture of t'hintz. }'1arco Polo, the 
1".-;t Christian traveller, speaking in the 13th l.'entur)" observed that 
\lasulipatall1 produt'cd the finest and 1110st beautiful l.:ot!o!1'-; to be 

,lund in any part of the world. \-I ~:lasulipatalll supplit..·d the doth to 
lC Jmpl'rial Hou.-;ehold." Bernier metltH.lIb that the :\fa·mlip;ltam 
lintz u~et.1 to line the walb of the Illlpt'fial Durhar Hall. and as 

rt.."~n::-:., were su oeatHiiul that paintcti !lower::; looked like tUlUr,,!. as 
the 5pectators were ga7..ing at a parterre in a J.!<trden. The l.'hintzcs 

I"ql11 these parh, by their delectable dc:-.igns and r;t\·i .... hing beauty, 
llchanted fashionable l'l1stolller~ in en'ry nH111try, The Coromandel 
'I:t~t had other centres of rotton manu{al.'ture also. ,'".'/.. Viz.tgapatalll, 

\r .... ot, ~Iadras, :\ellore, Tinnl'\'t~lly. 'J'llLicorin, \\'hich made both 
·rdinary and heautiful cloth. The ~I<ldras hal1dken'hiefs \\"eTe much 

::\.;l'd by the English people in England. 

I:!. ':\(ill'5 Histor)' of India, \·01. II. page ,.." 

n. Raines' "History of Cotton :\Ianulactures of Great Britain", page 'j5. 
lo!. ::\larco Polo's Tra\'els, Book Ill, Chnpter 21. 
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The other cotton-manufacturing localities had no material like 
muslin or chintz to offer: but they exportec\ in great quantities cloth~ 
of the plain type. Very tine cotton fahrics both white and coloured 
(the cotton cloths to be dyed red, blue or black were taken uncoloured 
to Agra and Ahmedabad le.), were exported from Khandcsh, via Surat 
and Ahmedabad. 11.; Ahmedabad and Benares were the notable centre:. 
for the manufacture of cotton doth worked in gold and silver, and 
they exported this to all parts of India amI the world outside. 1"; 

Cam bay made cheap t'loth which it supplied to Arabia, Pegu an(1 
Malacea. 

Varthema says that Gujarat supplied "All Persia, Tartary. 
Turkey, Syria, Barbary, Arabia, Ethiopia" and some other places, 
" \ .... ith silk and cotton stuffs."l'" 1\1r. Moreland remarks that Mr. 
Varthema's book bears sign!) of loose \vriting, but he agrees to say 
that it is fairly certain that sub:-itantial quantities of cotton goods went 
out of India to many of the countries named by him. 

Tavernier observes;-

"White cotton cloths came to Renonsari (near Surat) and 
Broach, where they have the means of bleaching them 
in large fields, on account of the quantity of lemom 
growing in the neighbourhood.. The cloths are 21 cubit:,
long when crude, but only 20 cubits long when hleached. 
There are oath narrow and broad kinds. The broad an: 
Ii cubits wide and the piece is 20 cubits long," 19 

Baroche is said to have exported largely the calicoes, muslins and 
other goods both plain and figured with flowers, made in the provinces 
of , .... hich it was the part, and in the interior of the more remote 
provinces of India. Surat \\"a~ famous for its (oluured l'hintzes and 
piece-goods, out the Barol'he muslins were inferior to those of Bengal 
amI I\Jadras, as were the printed chintzes of Gujarat to tho:-;e of the 
Coromandel Coast. :W 

The verdict of Tavernier, that l'ompetent judge of artistic things, 
is \\·orth quoting. He says, "Some cloths are so fine that you can 
scarcely feel them in your hand, ;mo that they were woven from tht.' 

1;-), The Periplus, page l,y, 

16. Staria II .. ·tN-quoted by Pmf. Jadu ~'atb Sarkar. 
]7. Stana II, 83 and 42J~quotetl by Prof Jadu Xath Sarkar. 

18. llorelanrl's "India at the Dealh of Akbar", page 1;2. 

19. Tavernier's Account, quol('d in the Pcriplus, page 179. 
20. 1. A. lJann's Article in J. R. A. S., Vol. XVII. page 348 (1860). 
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lire-ad of stich extraordinary delicacy that a sing1e pound of cotton 
,\:1" spun from it into a length of 2S0 miles." ~l Thoug-h the manner 
"]\ which this wonoerfnl delicacy of texture was wrought ;s surpri!'ing 
;t ;~ not astonishing- that the natiYes of India should have excelled in 
I 'l' manufacture. Tn such a climate, the delicacy and fineness of the 
.. rment must necessarily have heen of first consideration. and when 

E' regard how greedily fabrics eminent1y combining these qualities 
'""t have been sought after by the wealthy nobles of India, not fallen 
I ,:(ii" of modern times. but the India of poetry and romance, of splend

:r and glory, every stimulus to excellence in this direction must have 
: : ("n afforded by the luxurious mode of living, and their vanity. 

tility and economy were the characteristics of the energetit: ano. 
',rifty European, but to the Asiatic no expenditure of lahour or 
'lterial was too great that could add in the slightest to his wishes in 

';,i" resped. Tavernier also states that" \Vhen a man puts it (the 
I.th) on, his skin appears as plainly as ;f he \\'as quite naked." Of 
:c latter quality, some amusing stories are also told:-

(1) "The Emperor Aurangzeb (so runs one of the stories) 
was once angry with his daughter for showing hL'r ::.kin 
through her clothes; whereupon the young princess 
remonstrated in her ,iustification that she had seven 
Jamahs (suits) on," 22 

(2) In ~awah Alliverdv Khan's time a weaver was chastised 
and turned Ol1t of the city of Dacca for his neglect in 
not preventing his nm- from eating up a piece of 
Ahrooan, whit'h he had spread and carelessly left on the 
grass. The very poetic name Shubnam-" E\-cning 
UC\\-" (as the particular type of muslin ,vas called)-
sugge:>ts that the fahric nmlrl he scarcely rlistingui~hed 
from the dew on the gT<lSS, when spread over a bleaching 
field. 23 

\Vith SUt'h rude ill1plelllent~ as they po~sessed, the Hindu women 
, I\O~t ri\'alled the fable(} skill of Archnes' spinning. 

An incredible amount of patience and skill were required in this 
lustry. One way of testing the fineness of the tahric, often 
.. nibed by \lediaeval and earlier travellers, was to pass a \\'hole 

21. TaH~rnier's Vol. I, page 811 ami following. 

',J Quoted from .Tfod-<:rll /<'7'/",;', januan- 192." Article. by p, T, Thoma", 
. ') quoted by P. K. Dutta. -

..':l. From a paper read before the M~n('besteT Municipal School of 
"dlilological and Textile Society. 
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piece (of cloth) twenty yards long and one yard wide through a! 
ordinary finger ring. The best te51. ho\\'ever, wa~ by the weight i 1 

proportion to size and number of threads. In the halcyon days of tl~ . 
Dacca industry, a pict'e of muslin 15 yards long by 1 yard wide coul' 
be made so fine as to weigh only 900 gra ins, or a Ii ttIe over 1-10 ( 
a pound. 1n 1840, a piece of the same dimensions could not be marl 
finer than 1,600 grains and was valucd ahout a hundred and ti ft 
rupees. A piece of this muslin 10 yards long and 1 yard wide coull 
not he woven in less than five month~, and the work could only L· 
carried out in the rainy rca son when the moisture in the air woul,1 
prevent the thread from breaking. 

Tavernier in arlmiration of the fine cloth manufactured in Indi. 
(and which rightly deserved these seemingly t'xtravagent phrases IiI.. 
,. T~xtile breezes," .. Evening dew," etc., already referred to,) tell, 
us of a Persian ambassador who took for his sovereign, on returnill 
home, ·'a cocoanut of the size of an ostrich's egg, enriched wit 

preci()u~ stones, and when it ""as opened, a turhan was drawn frO! 
it (,0 (ubits (30 yards) in length, and of a muslin so fine that )'U: 

would scarcely knmv that you had it in your hand," 

These pieces (If doth which are s.poken of in eloquent terms h 
the foreign tr;\\,ellers and which won the admiration of the customer
are, unhappily for us, relks of a by-gone age_ 

In the world of to-day where monetary t'heapness is the primal 
t.'onsidt.·ration, artic1e~ of the abo\'c dest.Tiption can only adorn qui 
(orners III museum",-, Exp(''ft opinion is still at one, however, that tLl' 
I ndiall lIluslins and l-hintzt.'~ still remain unsurpassed in their be<1ut~,. 
in spitt' of the advent oj the modern machine ill contrast to the dist,l " 
amI spindle on which lhi~ heautiful (10th was pn'\Mred, 1n deli(;!, 
of tt'xture, in purity and iastness of colour, in gr;'H,'t' of de::.ign, Ind;;, 
\.'ottons Ilm\- still hold their own againq the ma\.'hine-made prodlh; 
oi the \vurld. 



Industrial Organization 

It will be useful and instructive to dire\'t our attention to the 
.mditions. of economic organization of the cotton industry in its 
. .-lImy days. At the outset, we may observe that the caste system, 
,ough it ",;as a predominant factor in both the social and economic 
:"c of the country was not the sole economic factor in industry. 
here were separat~ 'castes for earrying on different professions. The 

.luotTY, before the advent of the British, was a self-contained, self
·upporting economic unit, and weaving \'\o'as confined to the castes set 
'part for it. \Vhcn the Yillal{es were self-supporting, the wants of 
111.: people were limited in number, and there was not much inlanrl 
!"ansport and no export trade. The bad state of the transport in the 
"logul period, combined with the uncertainty of the goods reaching 
Ileir destination did not permit the export, or inland transport over 
I·ng distances of articles of low price and heavy bulk Thus only rare 
, bjects of small bulk and great value which could bear a stiff rate 
It transport charges and yet leave a wide margin of profit, could be 
:lrried to remote places 1 or exported. Dut as articles produced by 
'lese weavers began to acquire a reputation, the demand for cloth 
'Kreased and thus many castes tOOK to spinning and weaving and 
lade it their profes.sion. These castes, though they maintained their 

-I.'parate entity, became members of a guild, which came to regulate 
he industry. Monopolies of professions were done away with and 

,·;her classes began to take to weaving freely, and they made up the 
'~uilds of the town, The two types of economic institutions most 
;t'nerally met \Ilith are the domt~stic industry and the institution of 
!.'ritds which originated in the country during the early ages. In the 
;')nner, the workers are confined to small groups. Each group pro-

, 1: On the a\'erage, the cost of carr~ .. jng 100 Il)s, -to a distance of 100 miles 
:11 :\orthern and \\"estern India ratl~ed hetween half and three.quartt>rs of a 
:lIpee. exclusin of an:ything reqUired for payment of armerl guards and 
111land customs duties. See Moreland's "From Akbar to Aurangzeb" pages 
1~152, ' 

3 
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duces and consumes for itself. Consequently, there is little exchangl 
of commodity and no proper market. 

~Joreover. there is little division of labour in this system, but tht 
craftsmen ami their dependents working for themselves rausc a fusim 
of labour which may be regarded as the truest form of cu-operatiVl 
production-not the self-seeking form that such production has aSsume( 
in modern communities to-day. The emergence of the guild systen 
marks an epoch in the economic history of the country. Ahmedabad 
Benares, Dacca, Surat and other tOWIlS O\\:e their rise as polytechnil 
centres to these guilds. Each trade had its guild representing man) 
castes, but the business of the guild was carried on by the hvo chief
called Shelhs and a Gumastah or clerk. 2 In some prominent places 
there \'\-'as a .A,'ogllr-.\"eth who looked after the general administratiOi 
of the trade. 

In the Guild System, all the workers of an art or craft, an 
associated by a guild in which they are pledged to support and prote4..' 
each other. Here they turn Qut goods as required by themselves ant 
their neighbours or what they can readily sell in the local market 
~Iembership of the guild was hereditary, and new-comers wer, 
admitted on payment of an entrance fee. The guihis were particula' 
to see that no unqualified person entered the guild, The hours () 
labour and the work to be performed by the members, etc., wer' 
regulated hy these guilds, like the trade unions in the \Vestern countrie~ 
Cnlike the trade unions which spend their funds mainly for supportin 
their members, when thrown out of employment, the funds of the~ 
guilds, obtained from fines levied for infringement of their ruks an' 
from entrance fces, were utilised for charitahle vurposes. Th 
efficiem'Y of the organization will he apparent from the Jaws relatin. 
to apprenticeship. There was a system of inDenture under whir 
the apprentice and the master were hound to each other, for a fixe, 
period. The master was competent to make him (the apprentice) (1 
the work strictly related to the craft but could not exploit his labou· 
Like\,·isc, the apprentit'e was also ohliged not to leave the master befor' 
serying hi:.- full term, c\·en if he attained proticiency before expiry ( 
the stipulated period. The master was to trcat him like a son, all" 
the pupil is re~'oml11ended to be humble. 3 \Ve can see that a sacrt 
and spiritual relation normally obtained hehveen the master craftsma 
and his apprentices-relations \\'hich were the direct outl..'ome of tl" 
pCl..'uliar educational system and their environments. To these who1, 

z. R. K. !l.100kerji's "Local Government in Ancient India", and "Bomba' 
G8l("tteer",iYol. T\". . 

:1 Radha Kumud ~lookerji's "Local Government in Ancient 1I1dla", pp. 57, 95 
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· -me relations and the peculiar educational system is to be traced the 
_ 'oal success aurnitted by all, friends and foes, to hayc been achieved 

;-, the handicraftsmen of Ancient and Mediaeval India, which enabled 
r to command the markets of the East and \Vest, for over 2,000 

~ars, and secured to her a universally recognised pre-eminence in 
;wufacture and exports. 

The essence of the whole scheme, however, is that the young 
',libman i::; brought up and edu(ated in the actual work~hop of his 
,~"te-r, where is life itself, besides plant and tools, be\:3use the work-

· "'P is part uf a home which relieves its dull monotony and the pupil 
_ placed in touch with life, its culture, its difficulties, etc., nCl'essary 
'; :tft as technique itself." 

A word as to the internal conditiuns. 11 is not infrequently 
, llJposed, that there \ ..... a:-; little or no division of labour in 1 nelia. It 

true that in the earlier stages of econOIIllC life, like the fiunily or 
'II.' domestic system, there was not so much scope for division of 

· .;){Jur. Hut with the \videning of the markets, c'Jnditiolls l'hanged. 
:lC different processes of cloth-making hecame very much specialized, 
~l(1 this led to a prugressive division of labour in centres like 

'lasulipattam, Dacca, Ahmedabad and Henares. l\Jr. ?l.lordand·-' refers 
an observation recorded by Thevenot as showing that towards the 

.iddle of the seventeenth century. specialization in industrial processes 
'::-0 had begun tu make its appearance in some localities, Taylor gives 
tlcscription of the complex pro(ess involved in the Dacca industry. 

\\ ith the multiplication of processes, labour had to be intensely 
,t:cialised, for which there was a vast demand. There was 
most a territorial division of labour; witness the special Bengal 
i!:ilins, Coromandel chintz, Ahmedabad gold and silver embroidered 
,tho This intensive form of division of labour and a localization of 

,',lustries, combined \\-ith the hereditary choice of a profession forced 
,;.<\..' to the t.'a:lte-system, brought about the" specialized skill, the secret 
,: II indu pre-emmence In arts," as Orme observed long ago. 

Relation of C.pital and Labour 

The next question is the relation of CaIJital and Labour. Produc
III in the earlier stages was on a slllall scale: it took place either at 

·t· customer's house or in a small workshop or shed near his OWII 

. \ elling, and there was no intermediary hetween producer ami 
.~stomer. The producer worked on the customer's material, or 

he bought his own material, he had not only labour but com-

-t. Dr. A. K. Coomarswamy's "Indian Craftsman". 

j . .:\Ioreland·s "India at the Death of Akbar", page lOt). 
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modity to sell, and he dealt with a small neighbouring circle Ol 

patrons. The producer thus was in direct touch with his sma}, 
market. Probably he had an apprentice or two ,,,,,,hom he paid wages 
So the problem and complexities of capital and labour never arose 
This syst~m was in vogue even in centres like Darca, when 
sman weavers having three or four looms, employed a couph 
of apprentices and journey-men, i.e., men paid by the day and not Iikt 
the apprentice, bound for a long period of indenture. (j But as tht 
market for these goods widened, this simple system crumbled to tht 
dust. The craftsman who so far combined in himself the functions 0: 

a buyer of raw materials, an employer of labour, a seller of goods 
and a skilled workman who prepared the finer sides of the job in colla 
boration with his apprentices and journey-men, found it impossible tl 

cope with the new situation and widening of the markets. Grea 
specialization became necessary and greater capital was indispensabll 
to meet the new demand. Thus in the competition the hitherto iude 
pendent craftsman succumbed, lost his independence and there spranl 
up various kinds of commercial middlemen or merchant-princes, Whl 

supplied the capital and acted as intermediaries between the actu~l 

makers in the workshops and the final purchasers in the country ani 
abroad. The craftsman was thus reduced to the position 01' a wage 
earner, but was still working in his home. This system, called tho 
Domestic Industry System organised for the supply oi distant markeb 
is an intermediate or a transition stage between the guild system witi 
its independent handicraftsman and the factory with its mass 0, 

congregated work-people. 7 

The Mahajan was like a commlSSlOn agent and an expOl 
merchant, but not like the English 'clothiers' who are a class 0 

entrepren~urs who control the whole process of production. Th, 
I ndian ~lahajan was not an entrepreneur in the sense that an Engli:, 
clothier was. He was a capitalist, and, in some sense, he was a" 
employer. In spite of several defects, the ~lahajan was the perso. 
who financed industry and trade. But as yet there was not ushere 
that stage, 1 mean, the factory stage, in which the workmen ~"'el 

huddled together in factories where the owners and t'ontrollers l' 

capital not only find the market, but organise and regulate the actlL 
pro<..-esses of manufacture. Commerce, on a large scale, beyond t1-

~. ::Tbe ~wnom~c Organi~ati~n of England" by W. J. Ashley, page 38. 
/, The hconullllC :JrgaulsatlOll of England" by \V J. Ashlev, p. ~:t All,t 

~~( l'llwin, in Daniel's "CoHon Industry", page Xx., where be 'says, that tbi
system \If LJllllll'stil.: :\IiluufactuTl' under the coutrol of capitali~t clothiers "rt' 
prL':o.ents a pha:,e of industrial lien'iopmeHt hisloricaUv intermediate betwee!' 
the handicraft system of the Mediaeval City and the factory sy.tem uf the I9tl 
c{!otury". 
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nits of the country, was carried on by what may be styled merchant
'nces, who had the title IIlaha-Vadda-Byavahari. & 

The principal institutions referred to above were not the only 
;les then existent. We occasionallv come across the Workshop 
rganisation. Here the head of the~ guild, or a l\Iahajan as he is 
,'mc{l, has assumed the role of an inuustrial organiser, who collects 
t' era ftsmcn from their scattered homes and locates them in a work
r JP \",here he furnishes the raw materials, the work implements, etc. 
division of Jabour was thus attained, time and trouble economized, 

'jd the cost of production reduced. The division of labour consisted 
the artisans spe<:ializing in particular kinds of work. 

Patronage to tbe Indu.try 

The State also had palace-workshops or Karkhanas. Bernier 
.ncribed in 1666 what he saw in the palace at Delhi in the following 

1"1115;-

"Large halls are seen in many places called Karkhallas or 
workshop for the artisans. In one hall embroiderers are 
employed, superintended by a master; in another yuu see 
goldsmiths, in a third, painters ........ in a fifth, tailors, 
etc., in a sixth, manufacturers of silk brocades and fine 
muslins." 9 

The nobles had to present the rarest products, both natural and 
nanufacLurerl from their provinces, to the Emperor. 1t was in fact 
. ,msidered a breach of etiquette to go to the Emperor empty-handed, 

" without N a2rana. The nobles, therefore, employed the hest 
:rlisans to manufacture articles worth presenting. Thus, though they 
L:tintained no Karkhanas in imitation uf the Emperur, they cau."eu 

,,·tides to be manufactured by advancing money and material to the 
, : ,t itsmcn. Mr. ~-1on;lrtnd belic\'ed that it was possible that pri\"<.lte 
.,qrkshops may have been in existence in fase of some handicrafts, 
'[tJUgh the authoritie~ ~ay nothing about them. Thus the nuhles 

'_'i\<.:ouraged the arts and crafts in their o\,:n province:;. Th~ foreign 
: -aders, however, were the chief cauSe oi the expansion of our prodUcts. 
'i'hey also fullowed the universal mediaeyal system oi giving Vadon 
"I' advances like the indigenous l\lahajans. In one sense every weaver 
\orkcd for himself, in another he was in the power of the capitalist 

II ho advanced the funds required to buy materials and support him 
,I hile at work. 'The system of advances by mt!rchants is tuu well 

..... Dr. Radba Kumud l-Iookerji's "Local C;,overnment in Ancient India", p. 52 
;1. 'rhe .Ilodern Re'l:icdJ for February, J~2J, from an article by P. T. l'homas. 
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known to require further illustration. The historiographer of Akbar'~ 
days observes that ., for the weaverS it is vroLable that advent of lht: 
Dutch and English buyers were beneficial." to They maintained un
broken the thread of economic unity, by giving employment to artisans. 
They also gave ad,,'ances to the weavers, and to do this busines: 
employed middlemen who knew the language ot the weavers. Thesl: 
middlemen called nalals frequently robbed the company and exploiteLl 
the artisans. The company empluyed the C;uHtaslahs for helping then 
in the work of giving advances to handicraftsmen against the promised 
supply of goods. Owing to the poverty of the artisan sut:h advance~ 
had be,'ome the order of the day. 'rhus the company abo kept up thl 
Mogul System of exploitation oi labour. The weavers were ahvay~ 
complaining that the agents abused their authority and forced thell. 
to accept non-remunerative \vages. Prof. Hamilton says that ;--

.. There was in this system room for the cumpany and its agent~ 
to force the \veavers to a(:cept advances and then ('ompt:'! 
them to surrender their doths at unduly low prices, whilt 
there was equally the real danger that in the absence oi 
strict supervision the company should sufter losses by 
making advances for \\rhich it got nothing in return am~ 
having to accept goods of inferior quality," 11 

James i\lill vividly describes the oppressive methods used by the 
Gumastahs towards the poor artisans whose goods \\"ere undervaluec 
and prices tixed at 30 or 40 per cent. below the ruling market rates. 

The weavers in India have ah\'ays been pour, and this fact i: 
sadly true even in the palmy days of the cotton manuiacture, Th, 
weavers then, as now, hardly possessed any capital and had there fort 
no other course out to accept advances of money to enable them h 
obtain their raw material and subsist until the completion of thei, 
\\lork. 

Bernier observes :-

.. The grandees pay for a "fork of art considerably under it:
value. .:\ othing but .,heer necessity or blows from " 
cudgel keeps him employed; he never can become rid 
and he feeb it no tritling matter if he has the means Oi 

satiSfying the craving~ of hunger and of covering hi~ 

body with the coarSest garment." 

Thevenot was told about the same period of the state of arts il 
Delhi that the artisan in the middle of the seyenteenth century wa~ 
working mainly for the benefit of merchants and middlemen. 

IV. ~Iorelaud's ",From Akbar to Auraugzeb", pp. 19"2-W:3. 
11. "Trade Relations between England and India", pp. 7J, 7&. 
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Condition of Manufacturers 

As far as the family or household system oi manufacture was 
"l1ccrned, the Indian weaver, \ ..... hether wurking on his own account 

the moneylender's, certainly utilised the labour of the members of 
'11 .. ' family, just like the other artisans, 7-'iz., the oil-presser, in whose 
:,se his wife managed the bul1ocks, like the tailor, in ",hose (ase 
,;:' wife also sewed when there was hard work in the family. The 
. ys sometimes arranged the thread by means of \\'ooden handles and 

liS helped the father in weaving. t-nless extremely ne('es~ary, nut
ie labour waS not employed. The wages paid varied a~'('ording to 

:c nature of the work. Those who prepared thread for the loom 
ere paid 1~'i to 2 annas per day and weavers of l10wered muslins 
,:re paid 4 annas a day. They were fed by the employer at mid-day . 

. \"hen 'we consider the low state of the wages we must also rememher 
:;It the purchasing power of money was then much greater tlun 
I-day; provisions, etc., were cheap and there were not many articles of 

.. xury to indulge in. 

\Ve have seen above that the usual type of industrial organisation 
lIring the Mogul Period \vas that of a large number of individual 
ilits working independently, producing articles for their own pro
detion and for a small neighbouring circle of patrons. On the 
,idening of the markets, he \'v'as unable to cope with the situation. 
' .. ~ a consequen~'e, commercial middlemen sprang up ,",:ho advan ... ·ed 
,,'Iney and acted as intermediaries beh,,"cen the actual makers in the 
,'Jrkshop and final purchasers here and ahroad. The Karkhana systelll 
i prociul'tion ohtained, as we have seen, under the protection of the 
"urt of the powerful nobles. This system was an intere~ting anti ... ·j
ltion of a later stage of production, hecau.-;e under it the arti~an 

;nrkcd on the materials supplied and had only the producer's interest 
,i wages in the work. 

\Ve will now review the East India Company's foreign trade pulicy 
Ith relation to Indian manufat'tures in general and its effeCt OJ] the 
-ltOll industry in particular. 
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E. 1. Company & the Cotton Industry 
(up to 1757) 

The merchants of Europe were lured by the trade and prosperity 
India. The establishment of English factories in India is due to 
discovery of the English merchants that the products of Indm, 

. l'cially calicoes, silk and saltpetre, were very profitable articles of 
I. cchandise and to their strong desire to carry them to Europe. 1 The 
.ccntially commercial character of the English originally brought the 
L'giish in touch with OUT indigenous industries. As the historian 
~, .1rray puts it;-

.. Its fabrics, the most beautiful that human art had anywhere 
produced, were sought by merchants at the expense of 
the greatest toils and dangers." 

The Company's voyages, which began in 1601 A.D., were fruitful, 
"::J the average rate of profit on the fifth voyage seems to have been 
Ill,] per cent 2 

The English merchants stepped into the breach caused by the 
dc'oy of the Mogul power, and helped to maintain the continuity of 
1;'Jstrial life by giving employment to artisans. They were also 
ir:·trumental in bringing about a close correlation between the different 
i' j of the country by maintaining subordinate factories, each of 
~\-;,i\"'h had its local branches supervising production in the area round 
It. 

The English established factories (these were not manufactories) 
1il quick succession, and an Imperial Pharmaund (Firman) was 
'jL~..lined for factories in the 1vloghul dominion. The chief factories 
,.o .. blished by the Company were at the following places :-Cutch, 

1. The )'Iajority Report of the Industrial Commission makes a grevioUs 
.. ;take when it says (Report para:!) that the role of the E. L Company was 
r '-',,"change as .far as ~os.siblc the 1~lanufactured ~oods ?f Engla.ru.l for !he 

",VClH.:ts of India. ThIS 15 a pen,'crslOn of fact agaInst whIch PandIt Malavlya 
~ oLjected in his ~ ote, (S,,~' page 2Y7 J • 

. , "East India Trade in the Seventeenth Century" by Dr. Khan, page 3. 

4 
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Cambay, Ahmedabad, Broach, SUrat, Calicut, Cochin, ~Iasulipatt.,,, 

Hughly, Agra, Dacca and at many other places. The meaning of t1 , 
word Factory calls for an explanation. In India, a fadory was simr) .r 
that which would be considered a house of agency for the sale al I 
purchase of goods on commission. 3 Among the chief artides ,i 
export from India were calicoes, indigo, {'uttan, saltpetre, spices, T<-t \ 

silk, etc. The amount of calicoes exported in 1620 seems to have be· n 
50,000 pieces rated at 7s. a piece and sold at 20s. a piece." \' t' 

exported highly diversified goods and -as the nomenclature employ, 1 
in the trade was extraordinarily large, it would be superlluous 
enumerate them here. I t would be enough to dassi i y the goods 
calicoes, muslins, and fancy goods. The distinction between calico 
and muslins is one of degrees only, the muslins being thinner in textu e 
and lighter in weight than the calicoes. 

The invoices of longeloth work out to somewhere about 2 rupe ... 
for the standard length, so that the English annual demand of ov· r 

100,000 pieces represents payments to our weavers of somewhe t 

a"out 2 lakhs of rupees. If we add to this the value of the Out '1 
export (in 1639 it was 6O,(K)() pieces), the value of the trade comes II 

3 lakhs. The weavers' profits must needs have been substantial. T i.? 

weaving industry within reach of the sea-board was organized, or 1 

may be correct to say, had develuped, observes Mr. Moreland,!'"' () 
serve the specific purpose of providing cloth for particular Asia' ( 
markets, and buyers of Europe had to adapt themselves to the e."i,;~ 
iog practice of giving advances, to which we have referred previous \". 

At the beginning of the 17th century, raw cotton was in 501 C 

demand in England and the neighbouring countries, partly for use 11 

preparing ,-... odle-wicks and partly for manufacture of some dOl 

known as fustians, A regular trade in yarn developed. By 16_~. 

factories were buying suitable \\teft for fustians. Gujrarat export ,j 

nearly 500 bales in 1628. In 1630, when the purchases in Gujal I: 

were at their maximum, local weavers feared that their industry WOl l! 

suffer through the export of the raw material and a reguular boyc. ti 

was organi~ed in Broach, the English being called upon to ehol ,~ 

between buying doth ano yarn. There was a depression in f :~ 

demand for 30 years. It was in 1658 that the demand returned to ~~ 

former limit of 500 bales. Valuing a bale of 160 Ibs. at 50 rupees ( l~ 
~Ir, !\Ioreland conjectures), this export may be valued about 25,( 10 

rupees. 
---

:1. St't' ~Iilburn's "Oriental Commerce", X to XV, Introduction. 
4. Saints-burr'S "Court l-linute::;", Vol. VI to X, Part 1. 

!). Set: )loreland's "Prom Akbar to Aurangzeb", 
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After 1675, the progress of the E. I. Company was unusually rapid. 
:lC policy was also encouraging. 1n a Dispatch dated :rvlan~h, 1668, 

.J~ Directors, speaking of Bombay, say:-

I< Encourage the j\atives and invite them to come thither. "'Fe 
\ ... ·ould also have you to put the Natives upon making 
of such calicoes as they are capable of, although they 
shall be coarse at first, that in time they may attain to 
the making of them better, and lest they want cotton for 
that purpose \\:e would have you to procure the bringing 
of it, out of the country, or the conveying of it to them 
by sea." 6 

For encouraging the manufacture of sail-doth and increasing the 
"!lI1age, the Directors sent two hemp-dressers, onc or two spinners 
~,d weavers" that may put them into a way of making such hempen 

,t;J-doth as this kingdom is supplied with from France." 7 Not content 
""IHling patterns only, the Directors sent workmen from England. As 

:r1y as 1668, the Directors had scnt ,( Soldiers and their wives: also 
Ii _-\rtitlcer as per list." \Vhat was of signal importance was the fact 
',;n some English weavers \\'ere dispatched to teach the Indians the 
.\·:,teries of their craft,-a step bitterly resented by the \ ... ·eavers in 

. 'lU out of season and a capital case was made out of it rlgainst the 
,ntinuance to the E. 1. Company of the monopoly of trade.-The 
'Impany was in fact regarded as the betrayer of the I\ation and a 
.~use of "untold ruin." In 1677 the Directors wrote to say:--

Ii \Ve approve of the encouragement you have given to our dyers 
and weavers, and note your desire for sending out a 
throwster and a throwsting mill." 

Dyers and throwsters were sent to Bengal. This deliberate foster
':,;'; of Indian manufactures culminated in the inevitable result of 
:dusing widespread opposition among the weavers, the manufacturers 
d the gentry in England. Our calicoes and silk competed with the 

I' '.glish goods there, and the demands of the Directors ,,'ere not (on· 
:II.'(} to raw silk. The main cause responsible for the prohibition of 

" dian manufacturers was the Directors' keen desire for calicoes and 
':·(Jught silk. They fostered the industry by every means within their 
".\'er, and often went to lengths not justified according to the notions 

,,'11 prevalent among the people, The Company's gravest mistake 
. ,n~isted in dispatching throwsters and weaverS to India which roused 

I'. ::\1. S. Letter Book-N e>te. 
Records of Fort St. George, Dispatches from HDgland. 1680-82, 

j"l,~('S 21-24. 
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very bitter opposItion. The lynx-eyed Directors availed them,eh '5 

of every opportunity for pointing out the draw-backs in the system n 
the Indian factories and tried their utmost to remove them. 

It was in 1668 that the Company made up its mind to develop f e 
calico industry on a huge scale in Bombay which was then a fishi~ ~ 

village, handed over by Charles II in the same year. There are sever cI 
Dispatches referring to encouragement of the calico industry, as t1 e 
commodity was in great request in England. The export of calico ~ 
rose rapidly. In 1677 Papillon reckoned them at 150,000 poun·· 
worth. Col. Berch described the increasing Indian import of calit: ' 
as follows:-

U One commodity more ruins us and that is calico. You encoura.~ ~ 
thereby trade with the Heathens, who work for a penny a day, a. I 
destroy Christians. As ill-weeds grow apace, so these manufactuTl.I 
goods from India met with such a kind reception that from the greate.! 
gallants to the meanest cook-maids nothing waS thought fit to ado; n 
their persons as the Fabrick from India." 8 

This roused great opposition in England. 

Development of the Outcry Againat Indian 
Good. in England 

A loud outcry was made in England as early as 1675 by tl , 
clothiers against the admission of E. I. Company's commodities whit- 1 

it was maintained, were ruining" our ancient woollen manufacture~ .. 
The sending of bullion to make payment gave cause of opposition 
the Company's opponents. To such an extreme did they go that! 
waS asserted by a writer:-

It The trade carried away large quantities of money, which ~ 

not only the sinews of war but the medium of tran( I 

For money in a body politic is as blood in the Ro,' 
Natural, giving life to every part." 

The Company's importation of commodities which competed wi 1 

those of England precipitated matters. The Company, to escape t 
criticism and attack, tried to increase the sale 0 f its woollen goods 1 

the East, but the prohibitively high price rendered it impossible for t 1 c 
poorer classes to use the broad-cloth exported from England. 

As a factor remarked in 1605, the Indians could make three 5ui ~ 

of cloths for the price of one yard of English cloth. There were fe '. 

,8. Frow reasQIlS humbly offered for the Pas:-iJ1g of the Bill. et('., by T. ~ 
Bot. Museum, 1697, pages 8-10, 
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'",·erS. After 1680, the Indian trade grew with alarming rapidity, 
ld again the Indian goods were brought to a high state of perfection 
.: the eminently patronizing policy of the Company. This policy as 
::;erved before, aimed at the utilization of Indian talent for the 

'urpose of developing the industries for which the Indian artisans 
,.cre fitted. It was to this end that the Company gathered together 
'."orkers from all parts of India, and encouraged them in their industry 

".' all means in their power. As we have a1ready noted, money was 
:'0 lent to the workmen who were treated with indulgence. This 
onevolent policy was pursued till to the end of the 17th century. But 

.. was this policy that was responsible for the loud outcry in England 
. i1d this led to the prohibition of our manufactures. 

Treatment of Indian Manufacture. in Europe 

The Indian goods were in great demand from 1690 onwards. 
"(he Directors were urging their factors to send as many J ndian goods 
:~::i possible U as everything of India was in great demand at that time. 
<alieoes maintained their ascendancy during the period preceding the 
!,rohibition in 1700. It was the perfect workmanship of the Indian 
" .. !\)ods and their comparative cheapness that rendered them a formid
oJ)le rival to the English goods. By 1699, the English weaverS and 
tile bullionists had organized a systematic opposition to the importa
.;on of Indian calicoes and silks. The demand also had gone very 
,;gh. During the years 1697 to 1702, no less than £1,OS3,72S-0-S)4d. 
'.-"rth of calicoes was exported to England. Most of the other 
·,tions of Europe had put heavy duties on Indian gauds. To this we 
:.ill refer shortly. 

Reasons for Prohibition of Indian Manufactures 

The development of a national industry was in their (English) 
i,inion, a sufficient reason for prohibiting all manufactures and the 
,.tion that it should be unworthy of a Christian to enrich the heathen 

;It the expense of the English was always prominent and glaring in 
t:le eyes of the bullionist. A writer asserted that:-

<I We have already and are now inciting the Indians and Chinese 
that are a numerous and Laborious People and ct'.n do 
and live without Fire or Clothing, and with a trivial 
expense for food." 

:nd declared:-

!! It is impolitick and utterly destructive of our own manufac
tures." 10 

:1, Dr. Da\'enant's Ac(:ollnts laid before the House of Commons, January, 1713 
;1\ Quoted from Dr. Khan's "East India Trade in the Nineteenth Century". 
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There are several other writers who denounced the East Indi" 
trade on this ground. 

The Benefit from the E. I. Company'. Policy 

It is not very probable that the Indian cotton-manufacturer~ 

profited very much from the habit of the Directors 11 of sendjn~ 

artificers from Englanrl and the pattern of goods. Some of th, 
artificers in fact had to be recalled to England because they did not 
work well and began to work on their own account. \Vhereas in the 
technique of spinning and weaving, the Indian artisans were far ir. 
advance of their brethren in England as well as the rest of the world 
As for the patterns, this system was also discontinued and we find 
the Directors remarking that the Indian artisans should be allowed 
to work their own fancies, "\vhich is preferable to the patterns we 
can send from here." In 1683, Directors wrote to Bombay:-

~, Let your weavers take out such flowers, most convenient and 
agreeable to their own fancies which will take betteT 
here than any strict imitation of which is made in 
Europe." 

Still, the policy of the Company to foster industries in India gave 
its opponents a capital argument for attack. \Ve have alread~ 

enumerated some of the grounds on which the Company was attacked 
There were others also, of importance, t1Z. :-

"It was the English that first put the Indians on that grea', 
excess they now are, of throwing, dyeing and weaving. 
when both they and the Indian could nut do less thall 
laugh in their sleeves at the Act that prevents throwing 
and dyeing. It was the English that sent over the artist, 
of all these trades and patterns that might suit th' 
European humour." 

There afe numerous pamphlets, broadsides and tracts that reiterak 
the same complaint with great vehemence. The wear of India-wrough: 
silk stuffs and calicoes had become so universal in England at this tim ( 
and the complaint thereof so loud that it was then thought proper t4 
remedy the aggravating evil. The grievance was brought to the fore 
front by the rows kicked up by the weavers and, consequently, a statuh 
was pas~ed enacting that from l\Iichaelmas 1701, all wrought silk~ 

Bengals, and stuffs mixed with silk or herba, of the manufacture 0 

.persia, China or the East Indies, and also all calicoes-printed, painted 

11. See "English \Vinding Sheet for the East India Manufactures". 
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,,·ed or stained there---should be locked. up in warehouses 
.~)pointed by the Commissioner!') of the Customs, till fe-exported. so 
, none of the said goods should be worn or used, in either apparel, Or 

Irnlture, in England on forfeiture thereof and also fine of £200 
cnalty on the person having, or selling any of them. In 1721, again, 
;le use of printed Indian calicoes, both in apparel and household 
:'.1rniture, "was become so universal as, to be a great detriment and 
,hstruction to the wooHen and silk manufacturers of the kingdom." 
\n act of Parliament was in consequence passed, to preserve and 
~lIcourage the woollen and silk manufacturers, etc., which absolutely 
·rohibited the wear thereof, (calicoes) under the penalty of £5 for 
. u:h offence on the wearer and of £20 on the seBer. The famous 
l',~torian Leeky says:-

" At the end of the seventeenth century great quantities of cheap 
and graceiul Indian calicoes, muslins and chintzs were 
imported into England, and they found such favour that 
the woollen and silk manufacturers were seriously 
alarmed. Acts of Parliament were accordingly passed 
in 1700 and 1721 absolutely prohibiting with a very few 
specified exceptions, the employment 01 printed or dyed 
calicoes in England, either in dress or in furniture, and 
the use of any printed or dyed goods, of which cotton 
formed any part." 12 

In 1708, Daniel Defoe 13 wrote in his weekly Review:-

" The general fancie of the people runs upon East India goods 
to that degree that the chintzs and painted calicoes before 
only made use of for carpets, quilts, etc., and to clothe 
children and ordinary people, become now the dress of 
our ladies, and such is the power of mode as we saw 
persons of quality dressed in ["dian carpets, ""hich but 
a few years before their chambermaids would hal'e 
thought too ordinary for them; the chintz was adl'Onccd 
from being upon their floors to their backs, from foot 
c/oth to the petticoat, and el'Cn the Queen herself at this 
time was pleased to appear in China silks and calico. 
Nor was this all, it crept into our houses, our closets, and 
bed chambers, curtains, cushions, chairs and beds them
selves were nothing but calicoes or Indian stuffs, and in 
short, almost everything that used to be made of wool or 
silk, relating either to the dress of our women or the 

~---

12. Led:.y·s History of England in the Eighteentb Century. 

13. Quoted by Baine's "History of British Cotton Manufacture". page 79. 
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furniture of our houses, was supplied by the India,. 
trade. Above half of the woollen manuiactures wen 
entirely lost, half of the people scattered and ruined, am 
and all this by the intercourse of the East India Trade.' 
(I talics ours.) 

Defoe's complaint was of a few years earlier than 1708, for, a, 
is well known, the prohibition of Indian goods had taken place il 
1700 by Acts 11 and 12 of William III, Cap. 10. As even the penalt: 
of £200 on the wearer or seller of Indian silks and painted calicoe 
could not prevent the use of Indian goods, other Acts were passed at , 
later date, i_c., in 1;2, and 1770. The" evil" of the consumption 0: 

Indian manufactures did not disappear by 1728, and other countrie, 
of Europe made similar efforts to penalise the import and use (I; 

Indian fabrics. Another writer in .. A Plan of English Commerce' 
published in 1728 says:-

. The calicoes are sent from the Indies, by land into Turkey 
by land and inland seas into Muscovy and Tartary, an< 
about by long sea into Europe and America, till il 
general they are become a grievance, and almost all thl 
European nations but the Dutch restrain and prohibi. 
them . ." (Quoted by Baines, p. 80). 

Baines fu~ther says!'-' .-. "-, 
, .. ', 

", Not more than a century.~o, cotton fabrics of India were s( 
. beautiful and cheap--that nearly all the Governments 0: 

Europe though-! it necessary to prohibit or load then 
. with heavy duties, to protect their own manufactures.' 

And he adds:~ 

"What could not be achieved by Legislation in Europe, wac 
brought about by the exercise of political power it 
India." 

From after a few years after the passing of Aurangzeb, till tho 
days of Warren Hastings and Madhoji Rao Scindia. there was grea 
internal turmoil and many foreign invasions. The whole country wa, 
in a state of political ferment. The very foundations of Society wer, 
tottering, not so much in consequence of the dynamic evolution 0 

new ideas but as a result of the rapid shifting of political po\\'er an' 
the death-bed agonies of a moribund Empire. The history of th 
period after the death of Aurangzeb till the establishment of Britis: 
power is a confused tangle of internal rebellions, civil wars and foreig:-
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\vasions, in the midst of '\'hieh the people dragged out their miserable 
:\istence in a state of suspended animation. The conditions during 
;i5 period were such that no man having the energy to rob his neigh
,ur thought it worth his while to turn to industrial occupations a~ a 
eans of livelihood. Besides, it was the very perfection of the l'v[ugul 

!llperial organization which made its break, when it did come after 
ie de;th of Aurangzcb. intolerable. Had the break-up of the ~roglll 
:mpire been immediately substituted by the Empire of the Rajpnts, 
'.[arathas, or, for the matter of that, even the English, who were slowly 
rlming into prominence then, the damage to the trade and industt y 
'Quld not have been so great as it did. As it ,,',as, while internally 

. roduction had to be automatically and voluntarily restricted to the 
Iwest possible limits because the producer had no guarantee of any 

'_lrplus heing of real benefit to himself, externally, the rivalries of the 
'.rabs with the Europeans and of the Europeans inte:r .'Ie, made the 

;mire trade of the country hopelessly demoralised. 14 

14. su Prof. K T. Shah's Trade, Tariffs and Transport in India, pp. 48-49. 

5 
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Some Interesting Facts about the 

Indian Cotton Textile Industry 

t The total number of Cotton 
I Mills in India is .... about 400 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

The total amount of Capital 
invested in the Indian Cotton 
Textile Industry is about Rs. 40 Crores 

I The total number of Spindles 
I at work in the Industry is .... about 9 Lakhs 
I 
I The total number of Looms I at work in the Industy is .... about 2 Lakhs 

: The average number of workers 
I employed in the Industry 
I daily is .... about 4 Lakhs 

: The quantity of Indian Cotton 
I consumed by the Industry 
I annually is .... about 26 Lakhs of 
I Bales 
: The total production of Raw 
I Cotton in India is estimated 
I annually at about 57 Lakhs of 

I Bales 

• 

L _______________________ ! 



Cotton Industry under British Rule 

Transit duties toJJs customs duties and such other taxes on tn,-lp 

m~J a part of the revenue sYstem of the ei~htcenth ccntuTy, ,'Thf' 
1. Company, however, gradually acqUIred. vanous commercial 

,;yileges from the rulers of the different parts of India. The 
· 'lnpany obtained a {<rman by the Great Charter of 1717 from the 

", iiperor Farrukshyar by which its trade was exempted from duties. 
':le servants of the Company claimed as private traders the same 

, "emption and began to indulge in the inland trade without the pay
>, .. nt of customs, transit duties, etc., to whirh the Indian mer(h~nt~ . 

, crc liable. The reason why the Aloghul kings accorded to hJreigners 
'ch favourable treatment appears to be their desire to encourage trade. 

; :\1t when they found that the interests of the country were sal'rificed, 
'11,~y took prompt remedial measures, Aurangzeb's dealing with the 

ill1pany is an instance in point. But later, after the break-up of the 
"ghul Empire, the commercial privileges, even if prejudicial 1u the 

· ,nntry, were considered as inviolable and sacrosanct rights by the 
\ <>lllpany, and its servants tried to reserve them exdusivel,y for them

hes even against native merchants.] The evils of this have heen 
, ,Ily described by Hastings and Verelest. \Vhen this forcible assertion 

the right became intolerable, p.1 ir Kasim, in a moment of noble 
:ignation and high-minded patriotism, took the wise and the rmly 
:-:--ible step of abolishing the transit duties altogether and put the 

: .,';.:-lish and Indian merchants on a footing of equality. E\·entually, 
\\·as deposed, and it was stipulateu in the Treaty with the new 

· ',lab that transit duties should be levied on all except the English 
'·~'hants. 

The inland customs of this period were vexatious hecause of 
"" ir multiplicity, oppressive because of the frequency and uncertainty 

~he exactions, discouraging to commerce and depressing to industry. 

~. Cf. Trevelyan·s Report, pp. 1-1.19; also Select ~ommittee·s (lTi3) :1rd 
i'ort, p.314 ; alsQ Select Committee's (178.'3) 9th Report, p. 24. 
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In spite of the revision of the Customs in 1771, complaint after corr
plaint was still made against their oppressive way of collection.:! T; 
1783, the Directors advised the Government to frame a system n~ 

50 much by the desire of increasing customs as of promoting til< 
internal commerce. This shows that trade and manufactures were i I 

a depressed state. 

The whole inland trade of Dengal was disorganisecl. The metho.'· 
by which they secured the manu factures were also very oppressiv· 
J. H. Kelman has ohserved:-

" In order to have large supplies from which to select, Ih 
control of entire markets was secured and artisans weT 

forbidden to sell any part of their y.'ares till the Con· 
pany's officers had made their choice. Great injury W;l· 

done to Indian industries and craftsmanship." 3 

In his "Consideration of Indian Affairs," \Villiam Rolts describt, 
the trade oppression which Professor Muir pronounces as H substar-
lially true.'" He says:-

If Inconceivable hardship .... have been practised towards th,~ 

manufacturers ....... who are monopolised as slave· 
Various arc the methods .......... such as by fine an: 
flogging. The number of weavers has decrea,ed. Th' 
senants of the Company did not stop here to wipe ot. 
the industries.. ......... They levied high taxes on tI, 
spinning wheels while the duty-free goods were foret" 
upon the dealers 10 sell in the market." ( Also see Out _ 
Vol. I, p. 34). 

tInder such a system of monopoly and coercion, manufactun' 
declined. Dult observes:-

f A deliberate endea\'our \\'as now made to use the politi\..' 1 
power oUlained by the Company to disrourage tl 
manufadures of Rengal in order to promote those t : 

England. ::\Ianuiarture of raw articles was encouraged 
The Select Comlllittce remarked >-

.. Thb lettl'r contains a perf~'ct plan of policy. both of COI1-

pulsiDn and clll'oura~l'lllel1t, whil'h must in a very con~ -
dcrable degree operate destructi\·cly to the manuiacturt 

:1. Rengal Cu~tom's Report. 17l{?, pp. 1O·~~104. 

:-t "Lahour in India." J. H. Kelman, W:!(). 
~. "The )Iaking of British India'" Muir, p. 89. 
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Its effect must be to change the whole face of the 
industrial country, in order to render it a field for the 
produce of crude materials subservient to the manufac
tures of Great Britain." 

The Indian Industrial Commission observed truly:-

II The effects of this traditional policy continued for some time 
after the Company had ceased to be a trading body, and 
even after ......... " 

~Ir. Dutt has correctly remarked:-

"This continued to be the settled policy of England towards 
India for fifty years and more: and it was openly 
avowed before the House of Commons and yjgorously 
pursued till 1833 and later; and that it effectually 
stamped out many of the national industries of India for 
the benefit of English manufactures." 

Sea Customs and Inland CUltoms 
The Inland customs system was revised in 1R10. Regulation IX 

.'l"IJyided that articles of too small hulk should be ~xempl from taxation. 
:,It still 566 artides were liable to duties. The amount realised hardly 
'1lllpensated the expenses of collection rtnd the inconvenicnce and 
,:'~truction to the industry. eel. Trcvelyan's .Report, p. 62). :!'.lany 
rtides of home production paid double or treble lhlt)', and they 
':~'\'itrthly tended to restrict themselves to local needs, Trevelyan 

"; IServes ;-

" I f it were desired to restrict the productive powers of Indian 
industry to the greatest possible extent, could any su{:h 
scheme be devised more effectual than this:" a 

Tn the pre-British period, a duty of 20 per rent. \\'as levien on all 
',otb passing through the sca~ports of Bengal. It was from the 
dll-is of the Mogul systcm that the Company evolved and built up its 
riff system. The same duty \vas kept by the Company when it 

~:'l1ItH~d soven'ig-nty_ In 1802, ~'ertain foreign articles ha\'ing paid the 
: :port duty were declared free from any other duty. This enc()uraged 

:Pllrts; and while the Innian products were subject to tOWI1 ntH), 
·!!I!iit duty, thi::; change worked to their detriment. By Hq.,'Ulation 
,! of 1811, British vessels ,,,,'ere giyen preferen\.'e hy impo~ing hea\'ier 
Hies on foreign vessels. Our trad~ was thus restricted . 

. S. Trevelyan'S Report, p. 5. 
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IMPORTS FROM U. K. IMPORTS FROM :FOREIGN 

COUNTRIES 

Name of Articles __ -7:"":--~ "7-""7"'-- -::--=--~--O:--:---:-:C"""-
Dut" if in Dut" if in Duty if in Duty if in 

British hottoms foreign' bottoms British bottoms foreign botton ' 

XYZ 21% or free Not possible 
due to Navigation laws 

5% 10% 

Ily Regulation IV of 1815, certain articles of Great Britain Ii> . 
woollens, etc., were exempted from duty on importation, to the detr 
ment of OUr manufactures. By Regulation XII of 1817, the inte, 
Provincial trade in British goods was made free while Indian gOO( 

had to pay duties. (J OUf manufactures being heavily taxed wel_ 
plat:ed in a ('learl), disadvantageous position with the free or light! 
taxed machine-made foreign goods, and the effects of this on 0\ 

industries were disastrous. It '\-vas in 1823 that the transit and se, -
import duty for Indian goods was reduced from 70 per cent to 2! 
per cent. The relief, such as it was, came too late to do any servi, 
to the Indian industry \,~rhich \\'as already depressed. Resides, it w; -

given when the English industry had become too strong to be hurt L 
a 5 per cent. or 10 per cent. difference. 

The question of the inland duty was never paid any serim-
attentiun to, till 1825. The nature and operation of the inland duti ... -
became ont! of the suhjects of dose enquiry by the Select Commith: 
from 1830 to 1832. By 1844, the inland duties had all been abolishc 
and a uniform schedule of import and export duties introduced in (1 

the Pre:'iidencie~, and from 184-1-, India came to be ngarded as a singL 
econonlic country with a common external tariff. j 

The period from 1794 to IBM was one of high duties on import
from I nelia in Great Britain. The English ""ommercial policy of th 
period was (haral..·teriserl by protective and prohibitive mea::.ures again~ 
Indian goods_ Besides, a new feature appeared in the fiscal polk: 
An increasing reiian(e was placed upon a policy of export hounties t ' 

stimulate foreign trade. Parliament, with a viev~r to protect the hOi,. 
industries, prevented the export of maehinery or sending abroad r 
skiHed workmen. 8 

-------------

6. St": Ba... .. tahle's Public Finance, p 555. "To allow foreign goods duty free 

wbile natiH' ones aTe heavily taxE.'d would at once reduce and divert tb< 
normal course of industry." 

7. The "alues. according to whicb ad "I.'a/orn" duty was levied were not 

equal and uniform ti1l1S6(l at all the ports. 

8. (jo Hamiton'g Trarle Relations between England and India, pp.161.1E(l 
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These measures greatly reduced the market for Indian goods. 
! ,- i793, the Court of Directors had put themselves under three 

;gations:-

(1) Increasing importation of raw materials. 

(2) Increasing exportation of British goods to India. 

(3) ~o interference with British manufacturers in their .(,lde. 
As is well known, every possible effort was made by the Company 

t. push the sale of British goods here. 

H. H. Wilson summarised the controversy over the question of 
',,,ewing the Charter of the Company as follows:-

"The exigencies of the commerce of Great Britain probably 
weighed more ....... than the arguments ....... of either 
party. Excluded from the Continent by the decrees of 
Napoleon, the merchants and manufacturers were labour
ing under alarming difficulties, the country was menaced 
by severe distress; unless some new vent for the issue 
of its products could be discovered, some new hopes 
could be held out to animate the drooping energies of 
manufacture and trade. To this great necessity the 
interests of a single corporation (company) were bound 
to yield."· 

Consequently, the vitally important commercial interests of the 
(- -untry as a whole triumphed over the vested interests of the monopoly, 
"",ich was abolished in 1813, with regard to India. I. 

It is true that the interested and monopolistic restrictions of the 
l \ mpany were removed. But this change was not of a philanthropic 
1:.:tUre as it was claimed. 

With the abolition of the Company's monopoly, it ushered in a 
]"'1\ era in English commercial activity. The Company's Charter was, 
i,. sever, renewed. With regard to the effects of this change, Clive 
!,. 1 \' very truly says;-

"So long as the trade with this country (India) was controlled 
by the E. 1. Company it remained small ............ The 
nineteenth century opened with the Indian trade still but 

--- - ~-----~---

~i. Wilson's History of India, Vol. I i also Dutt's, Vol. I, page 266. 

1lI. Sec. 53, George III-C, 155, 
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a small item in England's total. In 1813, however, thr 
trade was at last thrown open and the effect was imme
diately mani fest; in the first year of the new policy 
private merchants exported more than did the Company. 
and soon they had developed the trade to an extent un
dreamt of by the monopolists. India proved to be jus: 
the country which English merchants were seeking as ; 
market for the expansion of cotton manufactures. II 
the eighteenth century, protection was demanded il 
England against the competition of Indian textiles, bu 
soon the tables were turned and manufacturers in Indi: 
cumplained that they were being ruined by the irnporta 
tion of English cotton goods. About 1850, British Indi;. 
took more cotton manufactures than any other country 
and nearly one-sixth uf the total exports of this mos 
important commodity of England." 11 

The cry for free trade with India never meant reciprocity of trade 
The so-called Free Trade was only a misnomer. It was, in fact, ; 
Preference Policy for the British goods. The inquiry at the time o· 
the renewal of the Charter in 1813 is replete with questions as to thl 
capacity of India to absorb Brtish goods; there is not one questiOl 
in which one can scent the desire of improving Indian manufactures 

Wilson (Vol. I, p. 538) thus summarises Mr. Tierney's speech i" 
Parliament at the time of discussion of the renewal of the Company', 
Charter on 2nd June, 1813:-

" Among the arguments in favour of the benefits that were t( 

accrue to the people of India from a free trade, he ha(l 
ntver heard it proposed to allow one manufacture o· 
India to be freely imported into Great Britain ...... " 
They said to them' Leave off weaving, supply us witl 
raw materials, and we will weave for you ......... ' 1 
was rather lao much to talk of philanthropy of it ..... . 
Instead of calling themselves its friends ......... they shoul 
profess themselves enemies. \Vhat more could they d ' 
than advise the endeavuur tu crush all Indian manufa(
tures?" 12 

11. A History of Commerce-Clive Day, Ph. D.,-pp. 360-361 Cf. Tb\ 
History of the European Commerce with India. )Iacphersoll. page 396, wher,· 
he discusses the probable consequences of the East India Trade being throw!; 
open. 

12. H. H. Wilson, History of India, Vol. I, p. 538. 
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\\Tarren Hastings, Thomas Graham and other important \\"itnesses 
eX("lInined by the Select Committee were against the policy of Free 
-:'rade in India. 13 

Sir Robert Brown, who appeared as a \Vitnes5 before the Lords: 
\. IyInmittee, was examined as follows:-

"Q.-Do you know what is the ad </o{orcm duty imposed or 
piece-goods at the sales of the Company:" 

" ~.1.-They are divided into three classes: the first is the article 
of the muslins, which pays on importation 10 per ccnt 
and £27-6-8 per cent. for home consumption; the second 
is the article of calicoes, \vhich pa:,,'s £3-6~R per cent. on 
importation and £68-6-8 per ccnt. for home consumption; 
the third comb under denomination of Prohibited Goods 
which pay merely a duty of £3-6-8 on importation and are 
not allowed to be used in this country." 

Thus on the theories prevalent in the nineteenth century, the 
:;:Ilian cotton industry was "deliberately throttled," observes Sir 
. ·iI!iam Digby. British manufactures were forced upon us and our 
.:;ll1ufaetures \"'cre shut out. Thus the tariff puliey actually practised, 
.··tyented, by its preferential treatment to British industries, the growth 
nl\ development of the Indian rotton industry for which numerouS 
.l:,!>ibilities and natural and hereditary advantages existed, 'l-'iz., t:asy 
d.':'S and abundance of raw materials, cheap labour, an extensive 

';trJ..:et, hereditary ski]], and the commen.-ial aptitude of the people. 

It might be argued that India benefited by the cheap goods oi 
·:·:tJ.1n. But this was a disadvantage inasmuch as it rendered the 
·:-;ides of domestic production still less able to compete with foreign 
.:·:ides in our O\ ..... n market and further depressed our industry, 

In 1831, a petition signed by 117 people of Calcutta for reduction 
duty of 10 per ..:cnt. paid by Indian manufarturcd cottons in 
n~bnd (while the English manufactures paid onl.\' 2J-'2 per cent. 
:·e I, legitimate as it certainly was, was not granted. In lhis unequal 
:nest, Indian industries lost ground. But it may be argued that 

I· .~lan.d \yas not the only market ior Inuia, and that their o\\"n exten
. .-<: land was a sufficient market. ,\ glance at Trevelyan's Report 
·:·(tJ}) \\·hlch we ha\·e quoted elsewhere) will show the nature of the 
:'·lbtice done by inland duties, etc, 

t.:. C\·CIl the St'lel't (ollllllilke as. .... umed tbat Free "rralle wa,<; a philanthro_ 
!n~·~sure calculated to rais~ the nati"es of In.lia in the scale 01 natiOlls anll 

u\"lllZt' tbem.-·-~ ~ The lfit:"3 ~! 

6 
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Lord Ellenborough in 1835 pointed out the evils of the system:- . 

.. \Vhile the cotton manufactures of England are imported int 
India on payment of a duty of 20 per cent. the cotto 
manufactures of India are subjected to a duty on the fa\ 

material of 5 per cent. to a further duty on yarn c': 

70 per cent. and, finally, to another duty of 20 pl· 
cent. if the cloth should be dyed after the Rowann3. 
has been taken Ollt for it as white cloth. Thus altogetht . 
the cotton goods of India may pay 17% per cent." 

Even in the rules governing drawbacks, British goods wel': 
favoured when re-exported from India. Such goods paid one-thir' 
duty leviable on Indian goods. 

Hamilton puts forward the argument that in 1814-15 the Briti,; 
cotton goods competed successfully with the Indian produce in la, ~ 

market, notwithstanding an import duty of 15 per c.:ent. on the forme 
But Hamilton is altogether oblivious of the fact that Indian goot.
were handicapped by transit duties, amounting in all to 20 per eel: 
ali ~.'alo,~'m, 

Mr. Martin observed in his evidence before the Select Commith·: 
of 1840:-

.. ,Ve have, during the period of a quarter of a century, compel" I 
the Indian territories to receive our manufactures; 01 ," 

woollens duty free, our cottons at 2~~ per cent. while ".': 
have continued to levy almost prohibitory duties or duti, s 
varying from 10 to 20, 30, 50, 500 and 1,000 per w t 

upon articles, the produce of our territories. Therefor 
the cry that has taken place for free trane with Ind I 

has been a free trade from this country, not a free tra( 
between India and this country ....... , , ," 

The economic policy of these days was, frankly speaking, t', 
policy of plantation. 14 K 0 heed was paid to nurturing indigeno', ~ 
industries, but all attention was concentrated on pushing Engli· 1 

manufactures, and on efforts for growing raw cotton in India i," 
British looms. Nothing could have been more destructive to cor -
meree than the arbitrary kind of legislation that the duty on Indi. 
foreign trade \vas to be doubled when carried on . British ships al 1 
quadrupled when on foreign ships. 

14. Cf, Ranade's Essays. 
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The State of Industry during the Period of the Company 

The greatest harm which the system of taxing the trade of foreign 
.lions with India did in those days was to restrict considerably the 
Ycign market for Indian produce which, at this juncture, required a 

. ,mng stimulus by an increasing market, as her home market was not 
.. tilable to her due to the policy of the English. In the words of 

n'elyan the result has been that her trade in ioreign ships with non
\-oured countries had entirely ceased and India had been deprived of 
.-eral valuable branches of commerce. 

In 1848, the duties on goods imported or exported in British or 
. '~·eign ships were equalised, and the inter-provincial or port-to-p..-Jrt 

,Ie was absolutely free (Act VI of 18-!S). In 1850, the last relic 
~ the Xavigation Laws was struck off and the coasting trade of Inrlia 

tS thrown open to all nations. In 1847, cotton was exempted j rom 
',port duty. The restriction of Kavigation Laws and the systern: of 
:trging a double duty on foreign ships were finally abandoned when 
'~T ceased to be necessary for the purposes which originally COC!l

,..:nded them. By 1840, India 'l,tJas reduced from a manufacturing to 
.' agricultural coun-try. 

The vicissitudes through which the industry had passed as well 
. the manner in which handloom-weaving was conducted can best be 
"lrnt from the information supplied by the writers during the period. 

Dr. Francis Buchanan, a medical officer of the Company, who was 
:puted in 1800 to travel in Southern India and in 1807 in Xorthcrn 
"lIia, to make enquiries into the condition of the people and their 
:tI1ufactures, has described the industry. He ,,,'rites to say:-

H In the district of Dinajpur in Bengal, cotton spinning and 
weaving prevailed throughout the proyinces and occupied 
the leisure hours of all the women of higher rank and 
of the greater part of the farmers' ,,-ives ... _ ... The 
coarse yarns are spun on a small miserable ''''heel turned 
by the hand ...... A capital of 11 rupees and 10 annas 
is required for the weavers' business, to which must be 
added a month's subsistence. The man and his wife 
'\oTap, wind and weave two pieces, and he has seven 
rupees profit. .A person hired to weave can make 3 
pieces and he is allowed 2 annas in the rupee of their 
value, i.e., 2;4 rupees (4s. 6.1.) per month. The finest 
goods cost two rupees for a piece of \Yea ving." 

Sir Henry Cotton said in 1890:-

., In 1787, the export of Dacca muslins to England amounted 
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to 30 lacs of rupees: in 1817, it had ceased altogethel. 
The arts of spinning and weaying have no\\' becom 
extinct." 

We have already quoted Orme who says" much the greatest pan· 
of the whole proyinccs are employed in this single manufacture." 

The general observation of Dr. Buchanan on the condition (J 

Indian industries during the early years of the 19th century is this:-

"What threatened however the sources of the income of th.' 
people, was the declining stote of their manufactures .. 

Mr. Dott remarks truly:-

j, It , .... ill appear from the facts stated that large portions of ou 
population were engaged in various industries down t 

the first decade of the 19th century and that weavin~ 
was still the national industry of the people. !I!illiol]. 
of women eked out their family income by their earning
from spinning and weaving." 

Export of Indian Cotton Manufactures 
during the 19th Century 

India had a large export trade in cottons from the 18th to th 
first 15 years of the nineteenth century. 1iilburn wrote (Orient;, 
Commerce, 1813) :-

Gndia exports large quantities of cotton fabrics which ar' 
famous for great durability, permanence of the whitt-
ness, delicacy of texture, purity and fastness of COIOUL. 

grace of design. and, above all, for their cheapness. Bt 
this did not last lonv In 1815, India after clothing he· 
vast popUlation, exported to England cottons \vort 
£1,300,000." 

But as a result oi the commercial poliry of England, our expor\, 
to England were fast decreasing after 1815 and imports from Englall j 
were rapidly increasing, for reasons fully discussed above. 

The following tables will fully illustrate the changes:-

EX/,vrt [rum En:Jia"d maini), Imports ir']m IndiJ 

Yr. 

179-1 
1801 

to ltJ..i;a. /0 C. K. 

£ 

156 
212,000 

Yr. 

1800 
1801 

Bales. 

2,630 
6,341 
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Lxtort irom Engialld mainl), /I>fports fro»! In lia 

to India. to U. K. 

'{r. £. Yr. Bales. 

1810 74,695 1810 1,167 

1813 108,824 1813 557 

1827 296,177 1827 541 

1849 2,222,089 1849 £690,584 

(Compiled from R. C. Dutt's works). 

Cottan piece-goo.!...; front 
/~rit(Jjn to India. 

Yr. Yds. 

1814 818,208 
1821 19,138,726 
1828 42,822,077 
1835 51,777,277 

(From the Evidence of G. G. 
"'mmittee, 1840). 

Cotton piece-goods irom 
India to Britain. 

Yr. Pieces. 

1814 1,266,608 
1821 534,495 
1828 422,504 
1835 306,086 

De H. Larpent before the Select 

Here is a statement showing the value of the imports of cotton 
nl,lnufactures hom England to India in 1814 and 1828:-

Ur"itish cotton manufactures 
t!:'irish cotton twist 

1814 1828 Inoease. 

£109,480 i1,621,560 i1,512,08() 
£7 £ 388,388 £ 388,381 

There was a rapid fall in the exports of Indian cotton goods to 
t: l' different countries of the world as a result of the sea-customs 
1· dicy discussed before. 

EXPORT TO Fu}{EIGN COL' NTHI£S. 

Amt'rica. Dawzark. Portugal. Arabtan and PerSlim (r"u/fs. 

:r. Bales. Vr. Bales. Yr. Bales. Yr. Bales. 
i"'ll .. 1:1,6:33 1000 1.4:)7 1799 ... 9,714 181O-~' between 4 & 1,00) 
"19 ... 258 18'20 ••• loU 1825 1,000 18'15 2.000 

,\fter 1813, the Company's trade passed into the hands of private 
,; ;;ders. During 16 years the private trade was thrice as great as the 
'. "1pany's, which stood at £1,882,718. Under the new arrangement, 

~ process of extinction of Indian industries went on. In 1813. 
l . '(utta exported to London two million sterling of cotton goods and 
~;.' ]830, Calcutta imported h\'o million sterling of cotton goods from 
"',land. The British fiscal policy was so framed that it discouraged 
OUr manufactures, and India was faced in the early part of the 19th 
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century with 'an industrial depression hardly to be paralleled in tl" 
history of commerce.' 

\Vhen the duty of only 20 per cent. was levied on British good. 
let us see the duties \vhieh were imposed on our goods in England. 

DUTIES ON INDIAN GooDS 1:::\ E:<GLA'" 

1812. 1824. 1832. 

% ad. val. % ad. val. 0' ,0 ad.val. 
Muslins 27.113 370 10 
Calicoes 71.213 670 10 
Other cotton manufactures 27.1 !3 50 20 

The figures quoted above will show that, by 1849 India's expo. 
trade in cotton goods had witnessed a most marked decrease. In tt: 
first four years of 19th century, 15,000 bales were "llnually shippc i 
to the United Kingdom from Calcutta. The figure fell down rapidl . 
in 1813. After 1820, we notice the manufacture and export oj he.' 
cotton piece-goods declining steadily, and her import swelling to thn' 
times its export trade. The increase in imports coupled with t}: 

decrease in our exports was due to the advance of the power-loO! ~ 
and protection by a high tariff wall against OUr goods, while theirs wei: 
admitted with a small nominal duty. 

Within less than 75 years (1757 to 1822) India was reduced frOlI 
the position of a manufacturing country to that of a supplier of fa-·. 

materials. Let us trace the causes of this decline. 

Caulel of the Decline of our Cotton Manufactures 

It is too complex to summarise in brief the way in which tl' 
<iecline of the Indian cotton industry was brought about, but tI·, 
following causes, among others, may be assigned as the most respol -
sible for the decay:-

(I) The invention of the power-loom and other mechanic I 
appliances which led to the cheapening of English goods, waS tl 
primary cause of the restriction of the importation of our goods : 1 

England. The industrial revolution which brought about a transforn -
ation in the methods of production \vas first achieved by Englal' I 
and its adverse effects were felt by other countries. The handicra t 

-------
(For an account of the specific duty chargeable in England on cotton manu 

factures, showing the alterations of duty. which ha,-e taken place since th 
year till 18:1~ ~t·t: Appendix Y. of ··Affain; of the E. I. Company," '\"01. II. Par' 
2, COlllmercial-printed on I6-S-1~:.r2, pp. 59-2-607.) 
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!l,~stry was destroyed by the cheap English goods. Indian cotton 
;,rics were the cheapest in the European market before the introduc~ 

,1 of machinery, 15 but after the inventions of Watt, Cartwright, 
"'imptan, Hargreaves and others in the latter part of the 18th century, 
'~:;Iand produced cheaper articles and then carne the invasion, slow 
:l sure, of the home market by cheaper machine-made goods. 

(2) In spite of the higher cost of production, Indian goods could 
i.' profitably sold in England at a price lower by 50 to 60 per cent. than 
f' 'slish goods, but the restrictions which England as well as other 

ropean countries placed upon Indian goods by duties as heavy as 
- per cent. or 80 per cent. 16 and not content even with that, by 

-olute prohibitions, led to the immediate destruction of Indian manu-
:tures whose only foreign market for surplus goods was England. 

(3) The loss of, the English market alone was not capable of 
h nging about such drastic results, but the loss of the local market 
i: 1~ to the systematic policy of the British Government to extend the 

\~ and consumption of British manufactured goods through every 
sible way, c,g" reduction or remission of import duties, reduction 
;'emoval of export duty on Indian raw cotton with a view to ensure 
heap supply of the raw material and consequently cheap production 
English cotton goods to compete with Indian goods, the manifold 

(den of inland duties on home manufactures in India (extracts from 
T\'e!yan's Report 17 already quoted and also given below will bear 

1;), India is the original seat of cotton maufactures, and so long as the 
lustry depended on hand proces~es. Lancashire was quite unable to 
apete witb the age-long traditional skit! of the Indian hand-workers. . .. 

:'lachinery changed all that and Bnglanil became an exporter of muslins, 
l'oes, etc., to India,-"Industrial Efficiency". by Dr. A. Shadwell, 1906, p. 63. 
fi. "'ilson observes in Vol. 1, page ;~":G, footnote ;-

"It was stated in e"idence that Innian goods could be sold for a profit 
at a price from fifty to sixty per cent_ lower than those fabricated in 
England. It consequently became necessary to protect the latter by 
duties of 70 or 80 per cent. (In their ,-ahle, or by positiye prohihition, 
H,,;d not such prohihitory duties anll (Iecrees existed. the mills (If 
Patsley and of Manchester would have been stopped at the outset and 
c(luld scarcely have been set in motion, c,-en hy power of steam. They 
werc create,1 b\- the sacrifice of In(lian manufacture. Had India 
been independellt. should han~ retaliated This act vf se!f-defenee 
was not permined her. She wa.~ at the mercy of the stranger. British 
goods Were forced upon ber without paying any rinty and the foreiR"n 
manufacturer employed th(' arm of political inj.ustice to keep ril"}wn 
and ultimately strangle a competitor with whom he could not h~n-e 
contenderl un equal terms," 

In reality under the nati"e system the goods were subject to duty 
proportion as they were carrierl,which wa" p:tid by in"talm.!nt~ ai- they 
't"elted ... _ .. 1'he English t(l(lk the whole duty at once an It furnished the 
,:hant with a Rowannah ·free pass' after vaying the stanltanl "'hicii wa'i 

. I not on the average of the nati\'e system hut "aggregate of all th~ tolls 
it- .·>,1 on all goods proceeding to the greatest dIstances" _, ... _ ,Thus the <tuty 

~ immenst"ly increased under the name of consolidation. Mr. Shore refers 
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testimony to the oppressive nature of the tax and the depression cause! 
on the industry), the hostile attitude of the Government to our mam: 
factures, and above all the system of bounties and other like measurec 

ior British manufactures to encourage their exportation, 18 brough 
about the decline completely. It is also truly claimed that the indu~
trial revolution was made possible by the capital obtained from lndi,!. 
but whatever it was, it must be admitted that the industrial revolution I 

was it potent cause of the industrial decline, accelerated by the cause·, 
mentioned above, 

(4) The treatment given by Ibe Company to the manufacturers" 
in India even surpa>5ed the evil of the high tariff \\'all. The Com 
pany, by its charter \vas to send certain goods worth a certain amoun, 
fixed from time to time by the Directors, The Company's servant 
entered into wilting or unwilling contracts with the ,veavers (at priu 
fixed by the Company), These contracts were made binding UpOi 

the family of the workman (we have referred to this before). Thu· 
harassed, eventually many weavers abandoned their ancestral profes 
sion and took to cultivation of cotton. 

l5) The tendency to agriculture was fostered by the policy 0 

England, "hich regarded India as a colony to which England couk 
send her manufactures in return fur her raw materials. Facilitie 
were given for the cultivation and export of cotton of good qualit) 
~lr. Dutt summarises this policy briefly but in a telling manner a 
101l0ws:-

to tlJ", house-searches. ani] the right of search. '{he etfect of this was to dis-
courage all on a large 5(:allO' ......... "Only reIllO\'1O' the incubus". ohs<:'rves Shore. 
"and thlO' tahles will he tllmed''. The Indian Industries were so much crippled 
35 would not ~pring into birth again.-Frol11 Shore'~ Re\'iew of Trevelyan's 
Rt>port, 

lH In 1.~1. Parliament pass£',1 a law san£'tionmg bounties 011 tht> exporta-
tion of Bntish printed ('ottons, 7 f::: 

('nder \aluf' of ,)(/ per :<1n1 (hefore Printing) 
"a1ue 5.1. HillIer l\./. 
"alue r.l, unde-r ,'1,,1. 

id. per yd. 
It!. , 

1 !d, '" (T, 0,) 

Tht'sl' houllties were continued for more than thirt\' "I;ear~ before the, 
wen·rt-'J)l'aled. Raw materials, like wool. which could ht'·lI~ed as the basis of 
I!ng-li~h illdustrie!' were kept in the country by (luties or vrohihition5 on 
(..'xport. (Jfli,·,. J1/("."O·",' II,'~'· /n,'>1I<,h·(/b"~ ;,',·T( ./".1/,"'11<"'/ I,. ~llInll!(ll,' (",'rlaill l11dus
tn,·s. .111 1:'n~'h4/fI/llJJ ,,'lIld I,,: bUrl,·.! (lli/]· III <l ;,'""d<!l/ shrond : 11 S<·(lllollllJl ('nit 
,"1/ : ... ·,,'f,·1t 101<"11. 1:·n~·li.,h .,hipl lII11st (·"'-':1: hJ;~'-!ls" ~<ld,. 

1\l. S,·,· CUllningham's "The (~rowth of English Industry aud COl1ll1lerce", Part 
II. page IiI:): also .Brook .\Ilants's "The V.l\\" of Cidlization and Decay", pp. 
:!,)Q.:!\;. i, anll also Jh)..!;h~··s "Prosperous Hntlsh Inlila··. pp. :;U-:;:l: -··'England'",
industrial ;..uprelll:l.cy ow<:,l' its origin tu the "ast boards of Bengal and the 
Karll:l.tic being- made ;n'ailahl<:, for liS (Engli!'-br·. 

~Il In the pro . ..;el'utinn of the ohject oi thl""' Comp,IIl:' or ha,·ing a complete 
I1lOTwJ.loly of thf' Jlit'c('-~ouds tradt> at r(·dtl .... ~t..·11 or pr(>scrihed prices. punishment 
to \n',ln'rs was carril""'li tu such a ltt·igltt :l.S to in(luce st', er:l.1 wea'·ers to quit 
tltt' prof~sion. \ From )[r. Ricanr" reply to tltt-' query of the Board of Contro: 
Df tlw E I. t. 'ompany I. 
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" The production of raw material in J mlia for British industries 
and the (onstltllption of British manufa(:tures in India 
wen~ the twofold objects of the early cOlllmercial policy 
of England during th~ eighteenth and the early years ot 
the nineteenth century." 

[0 '1860, this policy was advocated bv the Cotton Supply 
\ ,(iatiol1 of :\:Ianchester:-

.. The true policy of the Govt'rnmcnt is primarily to legi~lat~ 
SU as to drain the l'aw cotton out of the country and 
create a demaml for our l11anufactl1n.:~1 goods in lieu of 
those now manufactured in India." 

This policy of favouring cotton cultivation had. the desired efft>L"t 
l.1rning the weavers into agriculturists ('ultiv.ating cotton, 

(6) The revolution in the means of transport made the carrying 
,i a large trade in these bulky goods over long di.-;tances possible 

" eliminated the item of the cost and risk of transport, amI this wa!-i 
'Illsible for the inundation of foreign goods. Besides, the railways 
Ildia facilitated cheap export of raw cotton for their ne~ds. 

These, then, were some of the potent political and economit, t'ause~ 
" h combined to strangulate our centuries-old national industry from 
h millions eked out their living. In 1858. the eXIJurts of f;.nv 

II went up to £4,301,768, and export of cotton goods fell to 
'.~13, while the imports of cotton goods rose to £5,626,618. 

From 1849 to 1858 
['he import duty in India in lR53 \vas uct\vccn 3~ to 5 per cent. 

~:r' .JiIlYCIIl, but was douhle in case of foreign goods, JIl England in 
1:-:- J ~J1.1r cotton goods had to pay 3 per cent. and cotton yarn 30 per 
'l" 

'J \. 

I"he following table of our imports and exports IS significant:-

Import.:; of cotton Export of raw Export of cotton 
goods fWIlI all colton. goods, twist & 

countries. yarn. 

£ £ £ 
. ~4,) 2,!22,(){l9 1,775,309 N)(),5~ 
,,".15 5,-103,244 2,428,7&-1 817,103 
,,-':.19 -\,782,698 -\,301 ,768 809,183 

iUf imports were more than <Ioublcd within a brief span of 
;"~ and ei'-poft of raw cotton became nearly 2}~ times <IS great. 
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America sent little cotton during the Civil \Yar, and eventually 0 !" 

export TO:-;C to the abnormal figure of 36 millions ill IH6-L Engla114' 
policy of (oll1mcn."ial colonization amI capitalistic exploitation:!l I' \ 

the latter was meant the (lcveiopment of the resourt'cs of India hy ( " 
emploYlllent of Eurupean capital, skill, etc., with the assi:.-.tance 
Indian labuur for the vurpose of using them in the manufactures 11 

the \\"(:,5t I-the Select Committee\ t'ol1lmelldation of the IJoliq: . i 
improvement and ("ultivation of cotton in 1848 is an apt illustrali· Jl 

of this-bruught about extinction of home industr!cs. \Vriting abc :1 

the natural (OIbcqw..:nce of this polil."!, pur~ucu fur ovcr a ccntu::. 
\[ r. Dun obsCfves :-" Long before 18:;~ when the E, I. CompaJl:'~ 
rule ended, 1ndia had ceased tu be a great manufacturing country," 

We will no\\' turn to the cotton mill industry, 

:!i. -",-,- Ilr. :'\'. J. Sltah'~ "TariJ1 lIi~tor~' of India", pr. 1:!.J-]2S. He 1 ,~ 
elaborately thsl'lI~~{',l thi::) in thes(' :11111 following pages. 



The Cotton Mill Industry 
(Up to Pre-War Times) 

~everal I1ritish merchants found out that the~' could save the 
I. <ht of carrying raw cotton to England and bringing- it tr;msfofmctl 

.:.,::()()ds to India. if they could set up po\\"er-!ooms on the spot. 
i.1 en after accounting for the higher cost of erection of machinery, 
':~'h would have to be obtained from England, and for the 'inefficient' 
[Tan lahour, it could be shown by statistics that India can manufac

; I.' goods by machinery at a cost of 20 per cent. less than Great 
. ;tain (an sell British manufactures in the Bornbay market." (i\lann, 
I'he Cotton Trade of Great llritain," p, 74), 

,\, early as 1818, the first cotton mill was established with 
i ";;li5h Capital at Fort Gloster near Calcutta. It was called the 

'\\Teah Cottun l\Iills Company, Limited, and it got its charter as 
litton mill, a coffee plantation and a rum distillery. But the rcal 
. dopment of the mill industry begins \,,-jth the Hoating of the 

, <llbay Spinning and \\:'eaving '\lill in lR51 which commenced its 
~k in February, 1856, under the management of a llarsi, ~lr. 
'·asji ~Ianabhoy Davar, who like the late ~Ir. J. ~. Tara. \\-as :t 

:.1 enterpriser. About the same tfmc, a cotton mill on a small scale 
. ~ started at Broach by a European named ~lr. Landen. 1 The 

r I;ndation of the textile industry at Ahmedabad, which is exclusively 
I· ,':m, was laid by the Ahmedabad .spinning and \\-ca\·ing- :dill in 

"i, under the management of ~Ir. Nanchhodlal Chhotalal, r,U':. 

': :::-teady success, despite the difficulties of management, and a supply 
-hilled labour of the pioneering attempts, attracted more capital and 
're enterprises.:! There were some other causes also which l'OIl-

"'Sbells fTOlfl the Sands of Bombay heing My R('\.·ollectivlls alHl 
Illt11sCellce~·', HRlO-l~(;), hy Sir n. E. Wacha. He further says, .. It is the 
.l' which hear:, the name (~f Broach Cotton ::\liJls which in y;"ars ~OIlC hy 
. managed hy :\1e&;r ..... Greayes, ('otton & Co:· 

-'. The earh success of the inriustn· ('an 11(' realised from the fact that the 
;\bay Spillnlng anl\ Weanng Comjl:lIlY paid iL~ first ,li\-idend of H. ..... ,.oJ 

, ~hare, anti tbe second half-yearly of Rs. 4(~1: so that the :-.harebol'lers 
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tributec1 greatly to the rise of lhi~ industry, ~·i:,., the peace and securit: 
after IR5R, the feeling of th<..' people that there were no rival trader 
like the E. I. Company till 1833, the conciliation oi the people by th, 
prot.'laimed favourable attitude of the Government, ~'i~.-" It is ott 

earnest desire to stimulate the peat'ciuJ industry of India "-in th' 
Proclamation from the (1l1ecl1 whose name "'as ('he-rished with affcl 
tion and esteem by the Indians. The progress in the cotton mills ha 
hecn very rapid in recent year..-. ny the year 1860, six more had openc( 
and attracted to the island f Bomhay \ a o,nsiderable population. ~ 

rapid was the extension of this and allied industries that a journ;/ 
was evcn moved to remark on July 7th in lR60; ., \Vhatever may b. 
the state of the other parts of India, it is manifest that TIombay feel 
neither anxiety nor apprehension regarding the future of the' Empire," 
The year 1RSS-Sfl marks a turning point in the 1 ntiian cotton imlustr: 
for it was in this year that the first cotton mill commenced work in 
fit was established in IRSl \, :\ fuller idea of the g-rowth of the mill
the slJindlcs ann. looms employed, the employment to people, and th 
capital spent can be had from the following tahle:-

PROGRI-:S~ OF TITE COTTtl!\" SPl~XI!\"G Ah'n W£AVIl'\G 

IXIH'STRY <nt I:,,\IHA SINL'1-: 1851. 

Yr. Xu. of Cap, 
Jlills, (in lakhs,) 

5 
13 ~o record 

nQ, 47 
IS;. 51 
IHSO f)fi 

Spindles Looms 
(in thollS,) :in thous.) 

29 Nil 
:Kl\) :1'4 

1,100 9·1 
1.244 10·3 

1.461 n'!) 

"':ll1ployee8 
(In tbl)llS.) 

·5 
'i''j 

No. record 

ConsumptiOl 
of cotton 
(in thous, 

cwts.) 

No record. 

(The ahovc table is prepare<1 mainly from the Reports of tl 
Bomhay ~1in(}\\'ners' Association), 

The Indian CotlOIl indu~try dates as far back as IRSI, hut (.'ompk 
~talistks arc :\vailahk only after IR7Q-80. The iollowin;..! statemenl 
sho\\":, quinquennial a\'erages from the year 187Q-OO. The figures 
br;u:ket represent the variations for c,u.'h period, taking the aver;,.: 
of thc quinquennium from lR79-RO 10 lAAO-M as 100. Sterling- capil 
has hl'(.'n t.'oll\"crted into rupees at the :\\'erage rate of eXfhange for tl 
period. 

n'l'('l\'('tl Rs, 1.1((l as intC'rC'st on a nominal share of Rs. a.((O. "Lif(' of the Lal 
R. H. kanchhntl1al l'hhotalal, C.I.E:·, hy B. D, Batlshah, "Til11('~ of lIulia" l're:
HUl!l],ay. c\~:~in t~ll' shaH'S of till' BOII!hay Spillnill~ anti "'eaving Mills \\,t'r 
at ;~'-i':'< premlllllJ III IH,W. .:\fanl1's "Hlston- of British Colton Tracl~" I ondu' 
It)(iO, pp. -;~'. ' , ~ 

:t. "1'11(' Ri~t' of BOIllhay -:\ Rdrospl'l't", h.'" S, M. Etlw:mles, I.'S. Ref, 
to tillS hunk fnr furtht'r Ih'sniptioll of the J.:rllwth of mill indu."tr), in Ik:mhay, 

4. CQl1lpil('1.t from I he" Financial alltl Lommercial Statistics of Briti-sh India 
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Yrs. No. of Mills Nominal Persons 
Spindles. at work. Cap. (in employed. Looms. 

lakbs of RsJ 

~ ::1 btl to 1R8:l-il4 63 (1(1:1) 657~6 OW) 51 ~ (100) 14'50(1:1) 1,61(1'() (lOO! 

,,-t-s;) to lK~-t-9 . 9:1(148) !lB7'9 (1:15) 75'7 (14"1 182 (120) 2,2lJ(j8~ (14:1) 

,,'.l-~IO tn lS'9:~,Y4 12, ('!CI2) 116\'\ (17,) 116~1 UZll) 25.:1 ("0) :1,2(l.l'S U<JI) 

~'ll·!l5to 1~)8..~) 15G (:?4~) 1419'0 (216) 150' (:?9') 3(:~G U5:t) 4,046'1 (251) 

:"'~111 to 190.1~04 195 (11li) 16'<,~9 (257) 171'6 (;l3f,) 42- ( !Kl) 5,((/)'9 (:110) 

: -I-U:· 20:1 (122) 1;,7'5 (29,) 1%'4 (:185) 4'i-:1 O~j') 5, J9~r4 (:t2"2) 

!, ·,-)·011 . ,'04 Ul4) J7I!l~7 U(2) 212', (417) 5B (:161) 5,:.'!nS (:>28) 

.v.B.-:\umber of persons, looms and spindles is given 10 

'lhanfis. These figures include the mills in Indian States. 

There were at the end of 1905-6, in British India ano Indian 
'II.'~. 204 cotton mills containing 52,300 looms and ,\293,300 ~pin(tlcs, 

g-iving employment on an average to 212,700 persons ever) day. 
h6e 104- were eXl'lusively spinning mills, 8 were eX('lusin:ly WC;~\'

, mills, and in the rest (92) both spinning and \",.eaving wen: c.uried 

Location of the Milia 
The Bombay Presidency had 10 per cent, of the mills (Bombay 

'.~ alone having 41 per cent. of the total), 61 per cent. of the spindles 
"I i7 per cent. of the looms. I n the J ndian States and French 
:Titories there were 19 mills, with 3,731 looms and 2R9,61R spindles. 
:\~al had 10 mills, all near Ca1cutta. The Industrial Commission 
; heir Report observe:-

.. Though the first Indian cotton mill was opened in Cakutta 
and other attempts have Leen made to establish a cotton 
industry there, these, with fe\I,; exceptions, have been far 
from successful. ::\0 doubt, Cakutta is more favourahly 
situated than Bombay in respet·t of fuel, hut this 
dcficien('Y is to some extent supplemented by \'\:atcr
power. llombay is certainly at an advantage in respect 
of the colton tracts, although much of the ('otton con
sumcd by it reaches it from places as distant a~ those 
from whkh Calcutta draws its supplies. The harbour of 
nom hay opens directly on the sea and affords g-reater 
advantages ... 

\\'c h;we sketched the development of the mill intlustry in lndia 
, the year 1905-06. \Vc must admit that the industry had made 

: "Irides. Our mills ronsumen over 181akhs of hales of raw cotton 

:\(oral and Materlall'rogress of India for 1005-00, page 170. 
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(of 392 lbs.), which amounts to nearly 60 per cent. of the total ral 
produce of India. \\'c produced about 68 CTores ths. of yarn «i 
which 53 Cfore::; Ibs. are of Kos. 1 to 25, and -1 crores of ;\05. abm 
25). The comparative figures of produced of yarn from 1896-7 aT 

Kiven later, \Ve produced woven Koods weighing 16.3 crores ( 
Ibs., which comes to about 56 ("nues of yards. Below is a table shO\\ 
in" the rapid progress of the mill industry from 1905-06 to 1913-1 
the pre-war year, in which we produced 64 Cfores Ibs. of yarn, an: 
woven goods wetghing 25.6 crOrt~S lbs. 

Tile COT~'''''' MILL Jt<DI 'TRY FROM 1905-06 TO 1913-14. 

1905-6 1909-10 m12-13 19n-14 
No. of Mills 207 223 241 239 
Capital C'mployed Rs. 1.&5,967 1,87,8.3 ~,07.6'jR 2,04,014 

4So far ns known) £1,067,245 2lwm 200.(00 2(>;),('00 

~o. of Looms ~)2,2Rl ';4,ia7 K5.G76 !JO,268 
~o. of S\)indlcs 5,29:I,S34 5,'/80,124 G,100.rJ2 n,2(l.S,758 
~o. of Persons cmployffi 212,720 2U,I49 242,199 2-l·I,f'W 

(Compiled from the Statistical Abstracts / British Indi. 

Nos. 48 and 54)_ 

We will now review briefly the fiscal policy from 1860 to 18" . 
the year in which the "Cotton DutiL'S Controversy" dosed its hearin_~ ~ 
and effect upon the growth of the cotton industry, the several impe{' 
ments like the dosing of the I\Iint, the Exchange prohlem wht, 1 

retarded the growth of the industry, several movements like tJ : 
Swadeshi movement, the cultivation of cotton whit'h facilitated i ~ 
progress, the Government's attitude towards the furtherance and tl : 
fostering of this indigenous industry in India, the opposition and tl '~' 

rO\\' created hy the English merchants in England and the degree 
\vhieh it met \"ith sun:ess, the imposition of the excise and how it aile, 
cd the g-rowth oi the spinning and weaving mills, the iactf'ry 1egislatil! I. 

the import and ('xport of cotton and cotton g-o(){b;, in short, the viris' ' 
tudes through which the itHluslry passed during the 60 years in- I 

1855 to the pre-war year 1913-14, 

The first :,tcam-powcr f;H,'tory in Bombay was started in 18'=; 
lh' IR73, the nUlllher oi factories in Bomba,: alone incrca::,cd to -'< 

at;d the \';t!uc of the exported cotton picl'e-goods in lR75 rose fr~ 
£1.~~3,1)Q-l to £2,12(),R06, H The importation of heavier and coar~ r 
kiml of cotton ~oods pral.,tically stopped, while on the other h: •. ! 
Indian cotton products found a ready sale in Russia, Alllcrka iI ,I 

China, 

o. Stati$tical Ahstract rdating to British India from lS:O-71 to 1ti7~-OO, 
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Thc value of our exports to H.ussia in lR7-l was £92,(X)6, and in 
: ,'73 it waS £3CK),782. 

\Vhile Bombay was taking ..-uch rapid strides in her manufacturing 
,rl'l'f, Ilengal did not lag- far behind. There w~re about 15 \llil1~ in 
'l'n~al durin~ the same decade. The importation of marhinery W;':5-

:-t increasing. In 1870, India imported from England machinery of 
.~. \'alue of £300,()(X) while the value of the same imported in 1~.75 

" £1,185,9-+3. 

COllsiderable apprehension was felt in England, l'j \\"hieh had so 
'.r the exdusivt.: privih:g:e of our market, when the ~ror~t1 and ).iatl'rial 

··l'gTt.'~S Hepurt ui India of 1872-73 annuunced the existence of 18 
t{un facturies in the midst of the cotton-growing regiolls of India 

·!It.' llol11bay I'n-:sidency), and added that the \\'t'ekly I..'onsumption of 
.; ton \\-a:-i 1,;;00 bales, or 6_5 per cent. of the average cotton nop of 

.1O\i:l, with vrobahitity of increasing_ It \V3:-i abo n:markeo that 
ning waS dune in the \'icinity of Bomhay_ The most impol-tant 
I""'(t, however, uf the report 011 the grO\vth of the cotton illllu~try 

J lHJia \vas the rise of the spirit of rivalry arnong Lancashire mallu
__ -turns who \\-ere afraid of losing their market in India ,,"here they 

,:purted about one-fourth of their total annual export_ They therefon: 
~i"te<l a strong agitation_ Their immediate object was twofold: first, 

't"y wantt'd to have the Indian market free from any import duty for 
\'l'lr goods, whdher the duty was ior revenue or protection; secondly, 
:',:y intended to apply the Factory La",,- of Britain to India, in order 

'[cpri,-e their competitors, some of WhU111 were English capitalists, 
"t.' have seen that the first mill in India in 1818 was starkel bv 
":.,:"lish capitalists) of any 'undue' lJri,-ilcge or ach-alltage o\-er then~_ 
"r lctoDer 1874, Alexander R.edgravc, Inspector of Factories, referring 

the rapid growth of factories in Inelia, concluded 

.. It is dear thereiore that this, a progressive industry ...... may 
we nut hope that the native workers of India may be 
spareu. the ordeal which our cotton operatives went 
thruugh, and that they may be permittl'd to Lnjoy the 
blessings of moderate labour, of ampk time for re!'it and 
meals, and of prote .... tion to children of temler age ;'-

The Tariffs 
In l~:;~. the import duties stuud at 3~-i per ccnt. a l ;'ul-,y, III upon 

"(III twi~t and yarns, 5 per cent. on cotton piece-g-oods from Hrita;n, 

()n .-\Ilgtlst j, 1 ,"i7.t" an article appean'(l ill th(' J,ol)!lon Jim,"_' from ib 
:1 correS})Olh\ellt who g:l\"C' a hig-hly-colonrt>d tlPscriptioll of thl' rise of 
'~lI-po\\"t'r factories in Inllia l1('ar Calcutta, and remarkp,l that the "~hatlt<;, 
,n-l'S" jetties, \\ar~-hnI\S{-'s a.nd ~llIhallkU1ents were fast making the left 
k of the Hooghly 3t Calcutta another Liverpool. 
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and 10 per cent. on foreign articl~s. In 1959, all differeniial tariff· 
were abolished. I'i In 1&10, there wa. a uniform duty of 10 per cent 
a:! 7'd/OI"CHl. In 1861, :\olr. Samuel Laing, the Finance l\lembel 
redured the duty on cotton twist and yarn to 5 pcr cent. as 10 per cent 
\\,as thought tu give prote..:tion. In 1862, he further reduced it t~ 
3~/~ per cent. amI the outy un (ottun and other manufactures to th~ 
pre-~lutiny rate of 5 J.K:f cent. In lRf.H., a new Taritf Act was passt'l 
which placed the impurt duties genera11y at 7;:2 per cent. on manufac 
tured goods and fa\,,: materials, at 5 per cent. on piece-goods and 3;" 
per cent. on twist. The alterations in 1871 were not material. Th, 
yeilT 1&)1 marks the beginning of the policy of the Government 0 

India uy whkh they idcntiried thcl11::;dv~s \vith the interests of tilt 
English cotton industry as against Indian. tI There \vas hardly an: 
point in reducing the duty, save the following among others, which th, 
Finance l\lember showed:-

.... " (1) the duty injuriously affected the interests of Rritisl 
manufacturers and commerce ..... (4) the determinatiO! 
of the fiscal policy of India depenoed upon England 
thus a tax in lndia injurious in operation to Briti!'! 
interests has not the slightest chance oi bdng tol~ratcl 
.... (7) and lastly, I confess that in the present state () 
things in Lancashire (' trade (lepression owing to the Civi 
war), I should be yery unwilling to postvone for a sing!! 
day any benefit they may get from reduction." tu 

The Colton Dutiea Controversy 
The period from 1874 to 1896 was a period of acute controvers~ 

on the cotton duties on illiporb. The ~(ant..·hester Chamber 0' 

COlllmcrcc addressell a memorial to the Secretary of State in iS7-
pointing out the in.iuriuus effects of the duties and urging their tut;1 
and immediate repeal. The Government, in response, appointed ; 
Tariff Committce. The Committec proved that there " .. ·as no com 
petition bctween the I ndian and English l'utton industries. the formt" 
prtHluI.·c(1 coarsc iabril's and the Jatter finer fabril's, and that th' 
Engli:-h trade did not sutler. They rejected the alternative proposal 
of r~muving- the duty on cX<.·ise goods unly, and of an excise duty 01 

the produt..·t!\ of Indian milts. It will also be remembered that th, 
proposal fur an ~xcise duty on cotton cloth manutat-tured in Indi; 
was pronounced as unnecessary for various reasons by Laing (1861-62 
Fin Stat.) 11 

8. s,:t' "Our Fiscal Policy", by Prof. C. X. Vakil, page 5. 
U. l-"lOanc-ial Statt'lllent, ){r. Laing:. l~:!-6:J. 

10. For ful\t.·r rderence, S,·,· pp. ;Jij H. L', uf lS;O, pp. :~~)tt. 
I!. "Free tratlc ,lot's not mean that there shall be 110 taxes, but that taxes 

shalf be te\·jeu solely witb a view to revenue and not partly for revenue and 
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The C()\"CflHlH.'lIt. a fIef Illalllrc «m~iderati()n. rc(luced the duty 
'Ill 7!-.: per cent. 111 S pcr L't.~llt. ;Illd Ill;ult: llO aiterati()ll tIl cottotl 

·v:-< \\-hid1 :,to()(l at 5 Pl'!" cellt. f(lr goods and 3~~ per lent. lor \"<lfll. 

" (~(J'l'rnlllCnt, ;q)}lrelll'!1-;in~ (Jf any (()1111Jiaint agaill..;t 111<..'ir it~:ti(Jn 

,II :\l;lIIlhl'~lcr a:' (Illc of 'InIal disfeganl,' imposed :\ ;; per cl'/H . 

. 1' IJl1 the illlpurt of I'JI1,!.:" ~tapkd L'ott()11 which the mills Illig-hI Ill' 

'Iill'd II) illlport irlm] E~Yl'l alld .\Il)(.'ril':( for makillg' tillcr qu;tlilic', 

"':"'I\b in I."Ol11jlL'titiol\ with \l;llll'iH:stCr. 1'hi:-. duty \\"a:-:, illl\,(lst'd to 

,\l'lIi tht: lmliall Illilb iroll] l'l)lllpl.'lillg at an (ul\;mtagl' in thl' pro

,illll] "t tht.' tim.'!" good~. The lIll'a:,un: wa~ a sop 1(1 \LIIK-hc:-.kr ill 

ii-I" In sikllcl' any f()rthcuilling agitation fr()m that quarter llllt 

'I 1!I,hl':-.ler \\"a~ lItlt :-'(J ca"ii1y pacitied. 1:! llesid6, the GU\·Cl'Hll1e1lt of 
·,·,il. 1 11;[(1 n:pt:aledl~' l'lllphasisetl tllat the impclrt (Illltl':'. ill l1H11a had 

;("1" lILT]) i1llj)1l,scd ,\·;th thc object oi protecting lntii:1J1 n)alltlfactul"es, 

",,)I\..'ly for ITYl.'llUe, illld that the illlPorts Wl'rt: of higher quality of 

,I" 1hat in spite of the (Onll'l'tilioll in tl1<.:: (I)ar:-.l' g()od:-. ;I.nll the 
"'11 i1llpurt duty, the ill1port ui foreign g-omb had illlllwn ... e1y 
'\d~nl awl \\,;1;-; Sll:adily grlJ\\·ing- (,kc table bdO\\·'j and abo that the 
;1.111 (()ltun industry had l1(Jt llrt)gr't:~scd oecause of the protci..'tion 
,:Ill'd. 

r, 

Va/t{(' (If 
£ 

4,q-+X,OO~ 

1 iIJ98,2()7 

CottOIl Goods im/,ort(o" 
{ 

IK~1) 

l~iO 

~,OAA,927 

H),~71 ,21 (j 

into I miia. 

18(rt 
Ig74 

£ 
lO,-tl(),i)(i2 

17,7~t,f).?:; 

11\ 1~7-L Lonl ~;lli:,lnlJ".'" W;b Ihl' ~l'cn..'lary of ~tatc. He tli(1:l1ed 

11"li('Y 1)1 l"I.:llHAillg at ;l~ carly a period ;!~ tht state of tinance:-. 
·lh.:d the :'.uujed of this dangert)t1~ cUll1l'IltioIl. ~Ollishury h:,d 

.,':": telc;.,;raphil' l'IlIlHllunil'atlilll \\1111 thl.: \·iceruy and n()t\\·ith~l;tIld
I.Llnl :\llnhbrl)()]..:'.-; cablillg to him that lhl' nill had aln~ady pa:,:-,\.'d, 

-"cerdaf.\" of :-;tatl.:" J";ti~(:d oiJjl:diull dis:ttlpr()\'ill~ the IH,'W irnport 

"11 r;l\\" l'Ul1()1l am\ reiterated hi:") JI.:J1lal1l1 fur the aho1iliIJIl oi 
. ~ Oll political gr()u]]d~. th' added :--" The aholitiolJ :-;I1011ld lIe 

i,jll,ll. The entin.· rl:IllI)\·;ti of the duty ~ht)uld h()\n':Vl'1" Illlt he 

':rllcd ior all il1lk!inite period hut proyisioll sllOlIlll be llladL' fl)r il 

:;,11 :l fixed term of \TarS The "Icerny ph:adcd:-

\ fllr prokctioll. That I'\·cry ('1I."t011lS Ilnty on an imported arti('l~ ~hnull1 
.1 nlrrc"poll(jing ('xci ... (' <llll.\" Oil .,illliliar article prodnn·d !"It hOIlit', JlOl~ 
"r~' hecolIll.' an a",iolll, an,1 it onlY :ldlllit,; of Oil I' {':\('('ptioll. WhtTI' tile 

,.':it!t (If import duty i~ -"0 IIIc)(kr~tl" ihat it docs not ~tTiously a!Tl'ct tra,h-• 
. It llI:lkt,s it oh\·iollSl.'· ilWX]l(·llil'lIt tn l'stahlish ~n e",cis(' machinery for 
,k\, of k\'_\ iug; a trifling dllty." He ,\a~ abo cl\tl\·in('('\! that l'ottOIl g<Jotis 
·Ilkll sueh an h"uourahll.' c·'od't'ptiull. 

'l"lll'Tl' \\ . .1.,. Iln;lnillllHh pl"ntl'st among hoth the European al1(l Tndirtn 
·.'rcia] il1krl'~b ill India agaill:'t thl.' rImy on raw product'1 -"aying it W<L'i a 
:'.He att<"llIpt to (, .. u~'ck our progre:,.,;. .";(.t" the pages of the [i//lfS ,~( /I/,{,". 
! \ .• 1" ..... ~I. 
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l/ The import duties are in practice not protective, and t"\ 

removal of the import duty upon cotton manufactun:,~ i~ 

not consistent with those (Indian) interests," 

Eventually, the Secretary of State had his way, when ","orthL" k 
resigned the Viceroyalty of India. Lord Lytton filled his place, t\ I,] 

as he was a free trader favouring abolition of cotton duties, 1., ;,1 
Salishury had a smooth sailing:. He laid down the principle il"; :1 
dc~patch to the Viceroy-a vicw from which three of the member" ,', 
of his Council dissented. This is a cOllvincing proof that the por \ 
of the Government of Inuia is decideo and dictated from \\'hitch l: 
Th<.: Guvernment of India has been evcr since a 'Government 1,~ 

:\Iandate.' The appointment in 1877 of Sir John Strachey with wh, :1: 

absolute free trade was a ' life·long (onviction ' made matters smooli n 
still. It will be seen that the new Viceroy, and the Finance Memkr. 
Strachey,1-I vied with one another in hastening the abolition of lilt: 

cotton duties. Lord Lytton could not abolish the import dutie~ ill 
view of the bad state of finance in 1877. The House of Comm, "
passed the following Resolution:-

" That in the opinion of this House the duties now levied Uj'lll 

coUon manufactures imported into India, being prol_'t'

tive in their nature, are contrary to sound commer. '.11 
policy and ought to be repealed without delay as SOOI] ;1' 

the financial condition of India will permit." 

Lord Salisbury insisted that, if it is not possible to give effecl 11 

this resolution in the coming year, they (Government of India), sh~. 11,' 
at once proceed with the repeal of the duty of 5 per cent. on foft, .. .::: 
raw cotton imported, and the exemption from the import duti!..":" P' 

lower {IUalitics of (utton manufactures upon which the present "J\ 

is iw .. -untestably vr()tc(ti\'t~ ..... IJ [n IR78, dt"ed \\:as given to ·'li, 

direction and import duty on raw cotton abolished. The coarse g~ .1-
exempted from d.uty were: (1) Grey cotton piccc-goo<ls indu~' il:': 

T-eloths under 18 reed, jeans. domestics, sheetings and d.rills \\'1 J 

1:), The\' were Sir F. Halliday, Sir B. H. Ellis and Sir E. l'~'rr\'" The\" Ill;! 
taincd that in place of the total-aholitiotl of the cotton duties, tIle polic~' IJlL ';: 

to he tl~at '-lIlt.· duties shou\tl he withdrawn 'only as far 3...<; thf'y are adu., :1 
proh'Cll'"C' and hereafter to such extt'llt. anlt to such extent onl\", as the'" Ii 
hl'C'Ollll' protecti, c." - -

U. :o'ir .fohn Straclier in his Financial Statelllent, i~;7-1~, observed alii' 
other things: "The interests of )(anchester at which foolish people sneer ;, 
the interests 110t only of thl.' grt':lt an,l intf'lligcnt populatioll t'llgaged diLl" 
in the tralle of cotton hut millions of El1g1i~hlllell." 1 am ashamed tu 
that while I hope that I kc1 as st",-H1~ly as any ma.n the duties which 10w('1 
Jllliia there is 110 hig-ht'-r Iluty in my l'stimation than that which lowe to 
CClulltry (En.~lalld). 

15. II, of C P. ;!·H. 11'1;-0, pp 5-7. 
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c',.r:::tincd no yarn of a higher number than 305; (2) yarns of the 
1)\" ,1;~i6 known as ~lule :r\o. 32, \Vater Xo. 20, and lower numbers. 

This was only the thin end of the \vedge. This concession did 
,]1-: ~atisfy the 'Manchester interests, it only whetted their desire. They 
,1..: ';lIlded that all goods made from yarns finer than 305. and all yarns 
'1:,26,. Water and 425. Mule must be exempted. A Tariff Commis
-I' .] ,ras appointed to investigate the hearing of the ohjection and make 
"l" L '~nmendations. Tn accordance with their recommendations aU 
:'1,.' '11 goods containing no yarn finer than 305. \vere exempted, and the 
,·r-...::nal limits for yarn retained by a Ga.dttt' Kotification on ~1arch 
L~'il, 18i9. 16 There was still some doubt that our coarse goods had 
~1j:',C shadow of prote\"tion. The total abolition of duties was impos
:,iI,;~ just now hCl'ause the estimated loss of revenue was £200,0<Xl. I, 
I., ,] Lytton overruled his Council and passed this measure. 11' 

(;1.,:;:-tone's ohservatiun in the House of Commons with regard to the 
,iT- tml,~tances of 1879 is both interesting and instructive. l!) It was 
;dl~.,~.fantly clear that whenever the interests of India clashed with 
\,1, ~C of England, the former were, of ("ourse, to be sacrified and that 
Il".- \'i(eroy \'I;as helpless to protect them. Sir John Strachey had 
\' ... :Clen down the principle dictated by the Secretary of State in his 
Fill:mcial Statement (1878-79):-

" That no duty should exist wbich affords protection to Native 
industry, and as a corollary, that no duty should be 
applied to any article which can be produced at Home, 
without an equivalent duty of excise on the Home pro
duction .... that the policy desired by Her .'\Iajesty's 
Government ,vas to abolish all import duties instead of 
counten'ailing them by excise duties, because it would be 

It;. p, 241, H. of C. 1879, pp. 15-~J . 

. , The GO\"{'rnment of India accepted the loss notwith~tanding a deficit, 
:1' \fg-ha,11 \\'ar, the Diversion of the Famine Insurance Fund for other pur

~. f,dl III exchange, and the aftermath of the terri hie famine of Hfi7, and 
'.,bahle war with the King of Burma. 

>. I-~Oll. "T, Sto~es, A. R. Thompson, and Sir J, Arbuthnot, recorded 
\'1,' IH:l1t1te of dissent. The last said, 'liter alii" in hi:;; minute .... ,,' 
r:. ll~,llan n,ewspapers proclaim in e"ery hazaar that the repeal wa.~ made 
~,,' :;, 111 tlle Interest l,f )!ancllester, and for the benefit of the Conservative 
1"1 .' wuo :>.re, it is allegc(l, anxious to obtain the Lancashire \'otc at the 
,',,: ;1l~ election, Of course, the people of In.lia will he \Hong; thpy always 
lilt ~ he wrong when they illlpute selfish lIlotives to the ruling race." DuH 
~.,\.; "T~H.' kee~ satire of the la.~t sentence is not excelle(l hy anything I have 
t'", "l';'\(lll1 otliclalliterature," R, C. Dutt, Vol. I, paKe 413. 

·.·With regan! to the remission of the import duties, tllere seems to be 
:l1ng dirt'ctly repugnant in the way it has been done in the time of India's 

.. ',,' ~" hy the' t;O\'erlllllellt of a party which has (lone all ill ib power to retain 
I'r~lSlwcti\'e (Iuty ill this countr) '\'hat an il1\'idious, almu:»t 

"l: ~_~. PH:tUI(' ()f inc quality to exihihit to the mil1ions of India :" Hansard, 
\\" .'.-Hi, June 1::, Io/V, 
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impossihle to cxt'ise the produ('t of handlnoms awl t~l' 

production in the Xative States ..... !-' 

By the exemption of lX7~. the trade in the exempted goods iI' 
creased; in the taxed Roods, it decreased and resulled in a loss (' 
r('venul' to the tunc of £200.0nO. ~ir John Stradley .;,aid truh 
"Cotton (htties arc, in my opinion, yirtuaHy dead," ;\11 consideratioll 
oi the exigencies of Indian finances \\-ere ~t..'atten:d to the winds. all 

the partial remission ()f cotton rllllie..- W;I.';' gircn ;I\\"ay as a sop I 

Lancashire. Encouraged hy this \-;(lory. the L:mcashire agitatii", 
g-athlTCcl ~tr('ngth and they clan lOured fnr total aholition of duties. 
debate took plaec in the COllllllOtlS on 4th .\pril; lR79, and Ihe foJ1(J\' 
lllg resolution WClS passed:-

That the Tmlian impoft (lutie~ on cotton good~ ,hcing- l1nju
alike to the Indian con:,U1l1ef and the Engli:,h prod un 

ought to he ahoJi."hL'd and thL' House accq)t...; the fee!.:] : 
reduction 
aholition 
pledged." 

111 these dlltics 
to whi(h His 

;l:' a ,;:,1(')1 to\\'ar(\:, their tol 

).Iajesty\ GovCfnlllent ;11 L' 

The year IRR2 was c,kl1lated to yield a surplus of 3 milli, 'I 

pounds. Thl..: G(lYCrlllllent jl()11l1ced upon thi~ \ong-a\\'aited upporttlni 
<I:' it o(currcd for the thor()l1g-h-goiT1,~' H.dorlll to whieh they \\T 

pkdg\'d and as a result tht.' irnport dUlie:, on cotH)Tl goutI:; and al 
illlpt Irt (tuties were abolishcrl. 

The I [on. Mr. Inglis (luring the COl1Tl(il dis(ussion said:-

.. The effect \youhl he much the same as that produced ill ;1 

child unable to swim, who was thrown suddenly 11,"' 

water and left to sink or s,,'im as hest he might. 11 \1 

hoped th~se children might learn to ~wiJll, hut the i, 
\\-a~ many of these \yould ~ink in thl' proce:-:;s, (p, 1·' ~ 

11. oi C. 1~~2, p. 1(5). 

Fn .. 'l' tradl..' eorllpktl'ly lrilHllphed. \lanCht'''';ll':' ;d1eged that .'" 
dlltit.,~ w('rl' prIJtl'cti\l', 1n11 11(1 fllll.', illc\1l(lin.t! Lonl ~~li~hlll-y, had 1 .. 
;dlle to proyc:1 large extent (If (Iired and ;ldnal competitioll iJd\\,,], 

Ihl'~I.' goods,::11 The Indian l'lltton indl1:-;try (kyc1oped ilf}t bel.';!usl' ,,: 
prntl'I..,tioll, hut ill spite of it. 

:In. ':\l.Hll'h('~kr alkg-t',l that the Hriti"h tr;\lle in {"n:l.r~(' .W)()(l~ W:J:-, (lispln, 
ll\'call~t' jlf thl" protl'etioll. Lllfll ~'lnlll)l"r"lkl' h:\I! ~'llalkllgl'41 tltis :lu,1 IHlill~ 
nllt tll:1l tlh' .t.!:r"wth of llIanl1Lictllrt·" ill India \1;\,; largrly dIll' to natural., I 
\·uutat!l',... J Ij,..,lo, i.:"::'", fr.l1ll (lUI' hr:llIdl, :U:ltldl(..,ttT lil'''- tl) :11wtllel" all" rai· ,I 
a l'ry (If indirect I'r,lkctioll and tIl\' l'rll"'llt'l"til(' .J{,II'\ol'IIlI'lIt of tlJ(' i11du< 
in lll,' 1,:-:tn~'h "f lill" g'I",d . ..;! (lu(' to t!it' I'r"tt'ctiYI' duti,'''. It \\,:1";. 110\1"\ 
.... Iear til l·I-'·1"~ Ilnhia .. ,.:cd a11d fair-mindl·'! lH'r~nll that tl1<' i11l1)1.rt,·,J cnt· 
.!..:()Ilil:.; WI'fI' Ii"t (,f tIll' ';:IIlH' kind :b Illca\ly produced. 'J'IH'Y 1",t1l catl'H''] 
dilli.'ft'llt market. ... Tht' \\h.lk agit,1tiol1 oi J,alle<lsitin' wa." froll1.-;e\fi~h lIlotil 
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From 1&Q2 to 18Q-l Tndia WaS. a \~()mplete frce-trading country. It 
,ill he :,eCTl that after the abolition of the (:olton rlUlll':'. the import 

ldl' in cutton good:, dill not illcrea-;c as it ought to ha\'c 1ll0re rapidly 
I III it did befure. 

l~l['()J{T;-; m' C!JTTO:\ ~IA\TFA(n·R!-:.'" j in 111illilll1:-> (If pounds.) 

£ 
l~il-72 19.0 ~ 

1~77-iK 21.70 

lK~2-K3 U80 

.. " 
£7 millions. 

I ~(13-9~ 

{ 

20.11 

31 .. ;0 

32.3{) 

H.ise in sl'cOTIfl dl'i."adc 33 p.c. 

.. l7 million..;, 

This is a positin~ proof of the ftlCl that our (otton il1l111:-11"\" 

':,,:Tt'SS,,'d ~S('t' Table 111:10,,') hecause oi S()lllC natural ;Uh";tlltagt''';, like 
":'\illlity oi market, s<l\"ing of fn:i,l!"ht. good supply of labollr, ele.. :tnd 

:1, ,1 dm: to the protectioll which the:; per cent. <lut ..... was supposed to 
:: 1\ L' gin.:'H tlJ it. 

Cl~"\\''fJI 1:\ TIll'; l\fll.L I:-JDt'STRY rlw:'!! 18.77-78 'I'n 1R92-Q3, 

:So. of 
~TO. of ;';0, of 

Export of Export of Yenr. Spindles looms :'trills. 
at work at work. cotton cloth. Yar\}, etc, 

Rs. R~. 

j '~7 ·7'" :)1) L:?~\1,7()(i 1O,5:n ·1,42,:151 ;O,l.n~ 

1"',:.'-;:: O:! l.G;}.!,Hli :G,!11J 7,30,;::0 1)),·17.li:tl 

'< 'i'\ ~; :!,:~;.), ;::\1 lS,,'-)J~ I 1l,1;),lr2s ~ 1,1:..')_)1 
i '.'I:.!U nO :u-;~:\(H 2G,:~1 ; l~,-;L)(~J c.'"{,~(),t()S 

'I'hl' f()I!(l\\'illl..!' tahle \rill .-iJHl\\' the (olllparatin' growlh of illlJlllrh 

'I.j l'xport:-; in ("otllill g-ood~ irom lX.~()-Rl to UNI-Q2.:.!1 

,:olton l~o()I1s, I mporl ... , E:-.:p()rb. 
1'-)->1)-,0..;1- 1S"';.)·.'-Hj. l~!ll-!l!. l"i')l),RI. lS,S,).Nli. lS\IJ·!t). 

1\\';.-.:( awl ,':11'1) (ill 
U-';;\1IO\"; of 1),)l1n.\,.;) I\-';;~ ~.-).nl~J ~)'i,·lnl :!1i,llU! -;-';.24:! H;I,:.':d 

I '1\'\',· .~f)')1 \.., \ in 
'll~:ltt' ]" ,,[ Y;lr,l:;) l.',-:tj.~)4J~ 1.;·n.:~7s I. ':\. .. t~" li{:) :lO,:',~j ;,I.J:!:-" :::.::JI 

\~ ;l l"l' .... u1t of Fret' Tralle. the ill1port~ (If twist and ~';lrTl during 

dec;[lll' lnlTe;l",ed !lilly h~- I per ('(.'nt .. th\..' import", of pien·-~lIod..; h~ 
\1\ ~J 11l.T n·nt. ,,·hik the l'xport", in \\\';"t ;l1ld yarn inl.:n-a..:,(·d to 

.lly hOO pn (t'nt. <md pien:-g-ood~ to 2-~1 per Lent. 
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The Tariffs from 1894 

In 1894, when the f?.11 in the sterling \",due of the rupee rendered 
fresh taxation necessary, the iJea of <l general import duty was 
revived, thc rate heing, until 1916, 5 per (cnt. aJ ,-'%rcm. The 
Secretary of State arrived at the decision of exemption of cotton 
duties:!1 hut the Government of India were by no means. uut of the 
wood as far as finances wt:re concerned. In his dispatch of 31st :\Iay, 
H~9--1-, the SCl'fetary of State had laid do\\-'n instructions to the effect 
that ii duty on t'otton manufactures be necessary. they ought to be so 
imposed as to deprive them of their protcl..,tive charader. Sir James 
\Vcstland, the Finance 1\lember, after a detailed investigation came to 
the following conclusion:-

(1) Of the manufactures of India 94 per cent. is outside the range 
of competition with l\Iam:hestcr, being the coarse quality of gOOtf:.. 
(24s and under) which :\'lanchestcr cannot pretend to supply a.;; cheap!) 
itS J ndia. 

(2) Ilulk of Manchester's trade consists of piece-goods of abuut 
305 and in yarns somewhat finer. 

(3) Of goods of count 26 and oyer, I ndi" cannot produce under 
difficulties and small quanti tics and to the cxtem to which it does, 
it IS in direct but ~)b\'iously sumev.:hat unequal competition with 
Mam.'hcster. 

Imports from Unih·J J{l17,~~dolll 
t(}bldm. 

Yarns 
Pit'cegoods 

Million Rs. 
2G 

22'0 

:\1 inion Rs, :!·Hi 

.lbl1 Jf(lmifacttlrc.~ III IntI/a. 

Piece1{ootls Exported 
Con::;ul\l('tl in rndia 

Mi11ion Rs. 
'G 

:1'4 
Yarns 1':xclll\lill~ thos.e woven 

i1lto piccegoods 
COnSl1l1w<i mostly 11\' hanll 

looms -. 

Million Rs, 14'{j 

If IJ)' S per (.-ent duty, India's trade \\'ould have been trebled (jl1:-i 

no\\' it~ competing trade was \\'orth KG lacs rupces) ...... h~si{ll's thi·· 
was an ~xtra\'agant im;lginatillt1,., ,. it \\'ould hay\: takcn frIll, 
:\lan(hi.,'stcr no 1l\ore than 17 lacs rupee!' worth of trade out of il~ 

prcst'nt total of 2·t no res rupees, 

:?~. TIll' d"cisiflll W:lS :urjY('~l at in oPl1ositioll to hoth tIll' Con'rllnr-(~enC'ral 
i[l-c..:OUlIl'il :lnd tIl(' t1t1:lni"'ou~ \'oll' (Of hi~ own tSccrt'tan' of Stntel l.'otlfl('i! 
! kep ;11111 ullin~r."al fl-1'Jiug . ..: of n'gn't \H'n~ ('xpn',;.-;cd thn;uJ~lJout thl' l'ollntr: 
and tht' 11llprt'5.'iiol1 \\,,\S gaining g-roull,l that India was being sacrificed to tll!' 
exigl!ucit.-,.; of party politiC'S. 
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"he Secretary of State was not convirll~cd that tht're \vaS not 
~\l'n a shadow of protection in the duties:!:! proposed by the Finanrc 
',(,Illocr. In December, 1894-, a 5 per cent. ad 71alvrcIH duty wa:-; 
i'llposcd upon imported cotton goods and yarn, while an excise d11t)' 
I f 5 per cent. \",'as imposed upon all yarns of 20s and above. spun in 
:.r Iwer mills in British India. 

Sir Pheror.eshah ~'tehta remarked on the passing of the Hill ;---
"The principle and policy under1ying the nill arc that the 

infant industries of Imlia shall be strang-1ed ill tlH:ir hirth, 
if there is the remotest ~uspicion of their competing \\"ith 
English ~lanufadtlres." 

This excise was an unjustifiab1e burden. 20 per cent. of the mill 
l"-j)(hh."ts were made subject to taxation. Hamilton:!3 has observed:

" The excise duty \\'as rather in the nature of a sacrifil..'c to 
:'nnciplc than a measure demanded for the purpose of removing a 
: '~'actical evil." 

I t waS mischievous anel suicidal since it burdened an important 
iiHlustry deserving encouragement, at the instigation and for the 
i".'nefit of the rival. 

Two influential deputations waited upon the Secretary of St .. te 
"I 1895, un 25th February and 27th ~Jay,:!,1 ior the reduction in the 
':Lllies. The Government pas~ed a Dill in 1896. by an official majorily 
'11 the teeth of non-official opposition. :!.:' The provisions were:-

2:2. The Finance :Uember proposed a duty of 5% on cotton goods, 3~% on 
"i1 ('olton varns alJo\'e :?..ts, and on excise tlntv of :l~% on all macbine-made 
,',lrn" hy -local mills of count aho\'(' 24. in spite of the Finance :Uemher's 
""~lvin~ing e"idencC', the Secretary of State was not COnyillCed alHI sllg-gcstcd 
: " excise and duty 011 goo(ls to lJe both 5%, as then there \\'0111<1 he no prolcc

""n to local manufactures. He was also 1I0t satisfied as to whether :.?·I counts 
'.\ .;~ the right lille at which <Jut)· should hegin, lie fixed the limit at ~ Is in 

lee of ~..Js. The Finance :\Jembcr issued a Bill accordingly, httl he c1earctl 
'. position on tbe suhject thus ;-"1 would not he (tealing straightfor\\anlly 
!; r pretcnue(l that the mcasure wae; recolllmended b\' the Government of 
1;di:1 ......... :;.;-o GOH'rnment would impo:,p a dut), upon an industry so 
,1\".~(,r\·ing of any fostering care which it can he5tow·'. 

::n. "'rrade Relations between England anti India," p.251 
:'.L . 'rhe two tleputations complained chi€'f1y against the prohahle e1cl1l('nt:, 
lUdlr('ct 1;rotection d~le to the tf'ndc..'lIcy of coarstfr got,lls of Inelia which, 

:n.l!: low-pncctl woultl (In'crt the course of COIlSUt1JptlOll from the Ollt'r tn the 
IT;;CT, anti the:'.- alleged that the tax \(ovi(;'(1 on yarn afterwards woven illto 

"th 'W:1S lighter than thnt levied upon the finishetl article (this latter had 
Hl(' fnllnlhtioll hut not snch a.~ to create any alarm). Certain Sc<lt<:'h 111('1'" 

'1,Illb complain ell that tbey hall to pay J~ - (iuty 011 yarn of low counte; 
',.)lorted to HUrll1ah, while the same from Bomhay were free of dnty . 

.. :!~), The )lipown<:rs' Association, \ariOllS European chamhers of c.01l1111prCe 
,.·1 other puhlIc hodlC'S ha(l sl1gge:;tcd an aitC'rnahv{' plan of ('xemptmg yarns 

.~\Is anl~ l!"licr [1" well as goods lIIalle fr01ll s\1('h yap1!>, and leyying ('xcr"e on 
l\~' of hmshed gnolts llla(k frolll yarns, ahoye 2(ls, EY(,11 this was wore than 

'I'.:i2c~:>uire couhl claim, ~pe~ial.r 'as ",:e hatl to pay tax on mill-storf's. also. 
".< \ lceTO)' regretfully smt1, It IS 110t In our hands to accept the snggestlOn," 
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f 1) im)lo:-.ilioll oi dirert cCllllllervailing t'"xL'ise dUly upon tIl,' 
(uttelll piecc-good..- woven ill the lllills ill 1 I1d;;1 .1t the :-.alTll' r:dl' (lS 11· 
import (iuty 011 l'icl"l'-goods .. i.!", 3}~ per l't.:Ill. 

(2) .\11 yarll~ either imported or 1I1;:tlluiacturcfl in 1m!;.! \, .. t:, 
llladl' fn:c. 

(3) The rate (It the (()tton iJ1lport duty wa:-, !O\\TH'd (r,11i1 .:;.::.: I 

3~2 I'Ll" lTIl\. ()Ill' 01 the l'I"fl'fb ()f this lcgisbtirlll \\,d __ to n.'\[lit 

t:lX;\I;011 ()j Sl !/: bkhs of l\Ujll'l.'S ((lr .~7 per (TH1.) \0 :\lanrhl'stl'r guud 
.ll1d ;111 illcrc:lsl' of 11 lakhs to ollr g-1.l(jds (III" 300 pt'!" n~t1t. I ,,\';-,;( 

\\l'lT l'OtlSUtlll'd mainly hy the po()r classes, for kttill.~ \Llllri'C;,k 

l'XIH:rilllcnt to cater for our market. 

It ,,:all ea~ily he seen that lhe kgisblioTl of H.(q(l stands 111 

,q'prOacilL'd hy :lll)" (If ih pn .. :d,xc:,:::.or" tit 1::":71), 1~K2, P"':I/~, In 11 
:-uhnrdinatioll, (Ii:-:'fcgard, awl n:kgatioll t(1 the (,a·l'kgroulJd (1f IntI;;!:, 

illtt..'rc:,ts. 

!\[r. R. C. Dutt hib r~marked:-

"The Ad of It?.96, imposed all cxri~l.: duty on all {:oltOIl good· 
h taxt:d the rH;lr~c Indian fahril':- \\"it11 whkh .\\;I11l'ht':'\( 

ne\t..T L"ulllpl'tl.'d. :':1, It rai~l:(t tht: prJl'l.' of the pHIIl" m;\Jl' 

Cll>lhing ill lmlia \\ithout till' pretcxt of n:lic\'ing tl: 
poor Illilll of Lanl.."(l:,hirc." 

.-\:-:. ~n ill:-.tann: of ti.:-.cal inju:-:>til't:. till.' .\ct I)f l~q() ~talld:-. til 

1\lr:tlklcd in ;lIn' ciyilizcd Coulltry of modern tillles, 

i\part irom the qU6tioll as to \Yhl,thcr the excise duty chl'cl'l 
tlte IlId;;lll cottO!] illdl1~try it l.'crlainly L:ilahli.;hl'll at olin.: it W\'OI, 

llr;llcipll' and ;\ lJ;!d pn':I."l',knt, tor it W;t:, :-.oldy ill thl' illtlTl'st~ I 

1:[';li:-.11 \lalll1l:!dllrL"';. It h;l:' ht'cll Illadl' quite t'kar th;ll the t;lri 

111I.';t:-.l1rI'S WI.Tl' PiL~~l'd oftl'n ilgilinsl the n:a::-oll::' and l'~lll\ i~·ti(Jns ' 

Ihl' (~()\1.T111l1cnt oj lmlia and imariahly alwa~'~ ag<lill~t lh~ :-ill"lll, 

;11111 indignant protc~t oj tht: cl1lightt.·IH.'d Indian illld EUftlpt.·iln pul)] 
III Indi;!. The t~\J\·LTl11l1l'nt ~Ji India had ttl ;[l'l· .... pt :o-uch dCl'i~i~) 

ll"illg 111 th~ir l'\lIl~\itl1titl1)al suhordination to the Parlia1llcnt. 

Thnl...' 'vas Illl olhl'r apprel.'iabll· change ill tariffs (except the 5ih" ' 
tax in It)lU-ll 'I affecting the cotton industry till 1916. 

:!\i. If 1.anc;t:-;hirt' ('nulll prl.'tl'n.\ to l'nHhlc(" ('nars(" gO))']:, a.'" chl'flply ;1 
IlIdi;t, tilt' ;.hulitiUll tit cnl~OI1 (lut\{~ frOIl! l'-i>-:! (0 \'{I-4 h<llt affonh·,j an O{'P01 
Ilmity tn her, "hich was Hot l\ljljsc~L ...... '" "Factl)r:- l.egislation in IIlllia" 1,\ 
Ilr. Rajani Kanta On::; .. Ph. D. Ilt= has elaborately discu::;setl thi:, in hi::; l!Uok. 
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Labour Legiolation 
:\ot content with the favourahle tariff legislation, the English 

:lJ ,!)ufacturers wanted to extend the British Factory Law to India. 
'JIl grounds of humanity. Pointing out the necessity of regulating 
~:LiH)Ur Lord Shaftcsbury observed in 1875:-

,. There is also a commercial view to this question. We must 
bear in mind that India has raw materi;)) and cheap 
labour; if we allow the manufacturers there to work 
their operatives to work for 16 or 17 hours and put them 
under no restrictions, we are giving them a very unfair 
adv!\ntage over the manufactures of our own country, 
and we might be undersold in Manche,ter itself by 
manufactured goods imported from the East." (Great 
Britain, ParIia, Debates, 1875,226: 2111), 

In 1889, a deputation waited upon the Secretary of State for 
!il,\i:l. The arguments were that the British had a real grie\'~U1cc 
:I,~;lill~t Indian mill operatives working 80 hours a week, that mills 
I\"{ . .'re heing built on a colossal scale in r ndia, that the export of raw 
(I \llun ya Tn was increasing, ett. 

We must admit that the Legislations of 1881, 1891 and 1911, must 
l·nLlinly have ameliorated the condition of the mill operatives, by 
lCl:lIlating child labour, female labour, and reducing the number of 
hi ".1:":; of work, etc, but still the fact is prominent that this was brought 
Illl: hy motives of jealousy and fear of competition. 

There was a strong feeling and agitation in India 27 against the 
pn.Jl1l)sed legislation in 1881 and 1891 which was a device of the 
Ihti:,h manufacturers against the Indian millowners to retard the 
~nJ\\'lh of the cotton industry in \\'hich millions of rupees were invested. 
,"ter a gnat deal of controversy, the Acts of 1881, 1891 and 1911 
,rCiC pa>sed, The Factory Acts of 1881 and 1891 did, of neeessit)" 
\)rillt.! about some depression to the inciustry. 

Other Influence. 
The history of the cotton industr), from 1892 to 1900 is an 

cn~lLtful onc. 

'I'he high price of raw cotton from 1892 onward seriously 
rl.',1t!'cd the profits of the manufacturers and there were no two con
~<:(!~::\'\~ years in which they were working under normal conditions. 

~'~ This is quitt> clear from the protests of the \<'ario115 commercial hOf1ie!i, 
tik" :~~l' Bomhay :"olillownt'Ts' Association, the Madras Chamher of Commerce • 
. 11l'~ , t .memhers who made strong speeches in the Lcgislati\'{~ Coullcil, to show 
,1'.,\; ~ilb wa. .. a measure prompted hy jealousy of the British manufacturers, etc. 

9 
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The Indian Industrial Commission (page 73) has trul) 

observed :-

" The closing of the Indian mints in 1893 to the free coinage 
of silver, together with the industrial development i:l 

recent years of Japan, which now not only supplies i ~ 
own needs but is a keen competitor with India in tb: 
China yarn ma rkct have to some extent retarded t k 
rapidity ,vith which the Bombay yarn industry w,~ 

previously _ expamling," 

In 1896, Ihe shadow of Ihe famine fell over the industry and 11>" 
outhreak of plague in the Bomhay City caused an exodus of tb.: 
inhabitants which for the time ;1Jmost stopped the working of the mili~ 
Sinrc then the industry ~uffcred an acute ('risis, the culmination I,f 

which may be seen in the reduction of the output of yarn from j 1 ~ 
million Ibs. in 1899-1900 to 3.13 million Ibs. in 1900·01. 

Mr. O'Conor's Review of the Trade of India in 1899-00 descril", 
in detail the causes:-

"The truth is many, , .. mills were established in the intere~b 
of those who financed them, their remuneration being a 
commission on each pound of yarn spunJ with( ,ut 
referenc to its sale at a profit. The inducement [0 

excessive production is manifest. A second reason .. . 
lay in the exclusive attention given to China .... , 
market. The Agents had no interest to seek out ;1 

market locally. It was easy to ship yarn and have donl' 
with it; if the yarn did not sell with a profit, so mudl 
the worse for shareholders. \Vith Japanese compctitlllt1 

and a constantly increasing supply from India, the pri\ C~ 
of yarn fell, while stocks accumulated, and prices ('udd 
not rise till stocks had been 1113teria1Jy reduced. At 1he 
same time the risc in the prl(c of raw cotton in Indi;\ 
has seriously affected the spinner, who had made 111' 

arrangement inr purchasing before the rise hegan. .\ 
further reason lay in the attention given to the depTct ::)
tion of the rupee as a SOUTce of profit." 

Let us now observe the circumstances which brought about . ill' 
crisis in 1905. 

There was a great hoom in cloth prices \\'hich led the producer~ 11' 

entertain g-reat C'xpe(tations and hopes ahout the wea\'ing indu:-;I ry. 
The rage for extension of weaving began fast and furious. 



THE COTTON MILL INDUSTRY 67 

A glance at the taol~s on page 54 and 55 wi1l show that there 
1" 1~ an increase of over 5S per ccnt. in loom-power, and an im.'rcasc of 
(only 15 per cent. in prouudion of cloth. Export waS stationary (sec 
\'[!·Ic below) and consumption inadequate due to heavy imports from 
j,,:ncashire. 

()utput of cloth (Ill ",,,/hi'lls of /bs.) Exports rin nulboltS of ,vards) 
Grey Cloth C()/ottNd 

j,:ar 190~-ti l():j Yea, 1007 42.2 3-1.2 
19OG-7 ]5~ 1900 30.4 34.3 
Illffi-U 1 &U 1!JOO ~3.5 :14.1 

Thus, there was a virtual overproduction:.!~ accompanied oy crisis 
:[:.1 dC'prcssion, its concomitants. The ("ontraction (If our yarn market 
": China amI the Straits were responsible for the depression of the 
'l':!!lling industry. In the following years, there was a shrinl,age 
1.,,(1), due to the unprecedented rise of the raw material. In 1911-12, 
:"il' imports of raw cotton from Amerit.'a and Egypt increa:;ed grea1ly, 
I ,_'\\:eeding 8 per cent. of the total mill consumption L due to the vast 
:~d!ldance and relatively cheap supplies. This indicated the improved 

"1" !lIling efficiency and a demand for finer staples. 

The year 1911-12 \\o"hich witnessed the ian in the price of raw 
(I·llnn was of bad omen for our spinners. Later on, the fan in the 
r (:n~ of the raw material synchronised with improved conditions in 
Ch~tla, and evoked an exceptional demand hut almost :mmcdiatelv 
;\1-\::r heavy contracts had been made for shipment, the rcvolu!ioll in 
Ci,:na, and evoked an exceptional demand, but almost immediately 
(of :\11 internal demand. The output was estimated to be a!Jout 75 nc'r 
fel1l. of the maximum of which the industry was capable. 

A glance at any statistics showing progress of production and 
t'x1'('rt of yarn \,,"i11 clearly shuw that there is a steady inl.'rease. '1'11\ 
!·Jji.; there was a steady decrease in imports of yarn for hand-looms. 
\\"" produced higher counts of yarn here. The increase in imported 
Y;i "n in 1905 was due to the inrl"casing demand of finer cuunts and 
d",','case of import in longstapled cotton. The table shows the quality 
(,i yarn produced. 

Tht:y \ .... ill also sho, .... that during the 15 yt'ars from 1900, we have 
le a fairly rapid advance in production of grey goods. (In 1897-R, 

-". \Ve 110 not mean to sat hy 'overproduction' that we supplied doth 
, ... ~' than t1eces.<;an· for the rndian consulllers. Far froUl it. Such all iltlpli. 
, 1 'II, especially irt \·il'w of the fad that 26 crort."s of rupees worth of good:; were 
". :;ally 11llportC'll, would he ahsurd. The only meaning" i$ that We:! pro(llIccd 

:11 . than what we con1l1 $cll wilh profit at the pl"c"ailinJ,! prices. 1"IH'rc \\'ouM 
;1., , heen no o\'erprOttuction it we could cut down the prices hut tllis was im
l'".,.iI,.ie in view of the high price of ra'W cottOIl which had also its 
.<b .. ", 111 tbe depression. 
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about 91 per cent. of goods were unoleached and grey, and in 1913-" I. 

only 40 per cent. were such-this points to an improving situati( ," 
in spite of several difficulties, referred to above, like plague, fami::c 

the 1'XJ5 overprodudion crisis, the high price of raw (otton after 1'}11;. 
the effects of the excise, and the silver tax, (\vhich we will cOnSi(:l'r 
shortly). vVe have already noted the prominent causes of depressi{,:l. 
'l'i.=., overproduction due to the mill agents' remuneration hcillg a (I :~ 

mission on each pound of yarn produced irrespective as to whether l'l~ 

{Jutturn was sold at a prufit or otherwise, and the exclusive attention il 

the foreign markt:t. Referring to the system in most of the HomII.~ 
mills of remunerating agents not on profit but by commission UI' ,11 

ouUurn, the L)clo/,ocdia of IlIdia 1..,)ritt!s:-

.. The internal management demands a radical reform and nel,l~ 
to be purged of the many c-orrupt practices which an' :1 
reproach to their morality, Simultaneously. the bunh"l~ 
and system of commission on the production. at tht:' P'l' 

of one quarter anna per lb. urgently demands repiaC-enlt"H 
by a fair and reasonable rate of remuneration, 29 

The export of piece-goods was comparatively insignificant all,! 

shows no rise, The imports are steadily rising which points to till' 

fact that Indian mills could not supplant Lancashire ones, that Ii:\.' 

coarser quality of goods formed only a part of the demand of ln~' 

population. 

It v .. 'as thus dear that in order to oust the foreign manuafctufl~, 
the mills had tu go on producing finer goods, if necessary, by impol' 
iog long-stapled cotton and by improving their old-fashioned metl\(J',~ 

of dying, bleaching, mercerising, finishing and making them up-to-da;~' 

The foreign demand, c,y., of China, of our goods is always pr~'
carious and unstable, Therefore in our interest, we ought to (level, i' 
the home-market. The action of the excise duty whit'h leaves the y;/' II 

untaxed Lut atfeds the weaving inuustry, may have been p..'lrt ,\ 

n:~ponsiblc for this neglect of developing the home market. 

Sir Manmohandas 
ment of home-market 
thus:-

Ramji au dispellcd the bclid that the devei(ll'
was impossible in view of foreign imporl~, 

:"lIJ. The "::ydopa, .. lia of India. If, p, 27; pp. 2&1-27:? give a good account t 

the in~lustry. 
:kl .,'<'<' his speech ill the Annual Report of the Bombay 1'llillowner,' 

Association. 
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..... " The development of the home-market should ever be an 
ideal placcu before us. J~et.'ause the country docs not 
manufacture variety of goods at present, it dues not 
follow that it will not Le able in time to come to manu
facture them. The working of the mill industry in this 
country shows how the production of certain good~ 

considered impossible before, is now going on apace. 
Similarly, the mills, if afforded proper Si..'opc for 
development, will be prmiucing finer varieties of picce
goods." 

The Silver Tax in 1910-11 
The Chairman of the Bombay ~lillo\\"ncrs' Association said that 

';H:' ~ilver tax h"d transferred the yarn trade from Domhay to Japan. 
i 1- it be true, it corruborates the anticipation of the I1on'ble 
,":ir Yithaldas 'I'hakcrsey who made the following observation on the 
1",,1,auk effect of the tax on the cotton mill industry in the supreme 
1.t'.t:'i~lativc Council:-

.... , "The new duty amounts to 17 per cent. as against 5 per 
cent. ad valorem, under the old Act. The Indian 
exporters to China receive the prices of their goods in 
silver which has afterwards to be converted into Gold 
Standard rupees. \Ve export between 5 to 6 bkhs hales 
of yarn every year and the value is about 10 frores of 
rupees (see appendix I). The duty now imposc() will 
reduce the number of rupees which the Indian spinner 
will get owing to the deprel:iation of silver. The 
Chinese manufacturer will benefit to that extent as their 
manufacturing charges will not be appreciably affccl(>d 
and in this unequal competition our export trade to that 
country will be adversely affected." 

\Ve have also seen th .. t the depreciation in our industry was due 
\" on:rprudw,:tion here and contraction of OUr markets in Chiua due 
! .• Japanese o)l1lpctition. 31 

:;1., Formcrcly Japan was alllongst one of our best customers, and in 
l"''''''_~!) she took from us niore than 2:3 million Ihs. of yarn. Now Shl' takes 
!l1'lle; hut on the contrary, she has heen takin~ large quantiti!;!s of raw cotton 
(:1: 1\.H.l-]2, half of onr export of Taw cutton went to Japan), thercby raising 
l>v pr,lcc of our rnw matenal, wIlil!;! lownillg the price of our finished products 
:': ( 11l1l~SC market. '\·c shipped to Japan on.'r :?5 lakhs cwts. of raw cotton 
:'\ 1~'~)1-(12 and :;0 lakhs ("wts. iu HH1·12. 'rhe YaltH' of raw cotten shippe(llhcrc 
;1: J~ltG-(\-l was O\'('r:'U !akhs and un lakhs in H)l~·n. Besides the Japanese bad 
,l j'r.otectcd hOllie-market which made dumping for her l'<Lc.y. and goods were 

tnt't! at a ridiclllo1lsly low fn.'i~lIt by the sulJsidised companies. 
It IS Yen n'marka!>!!;! ilH1eed that in }BJ:l-l·1 India with oyer 64 lakhs 

-:~Hllt·s.eJllI;loyjllg:?~ lakhs of persons turned onty f:? non's Ius. of yarn, while 
1 'joan wIth ~l lakhs spillules. g,~ hands turned out 50 crores Ibs. of yarn, Se,' 
.. ,,' l\'xtile number of Tht: limt:J, Londoo, p, 24. 
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A relative position of our industry in the world is !jlven III 
footnote. 3 :! 

Besides this, there were other difficulties which confronted Ilk 
I ndian mill-owners. Let us take up the Excise Duty, on which \I.' 

will make a few observations here. 

The Exciae Duty (upto 1913.14) 
The duty of 30 per cent to be paid by 'every mill in British Indi.,. 

upon all goods produced in such mill' has undoubtedly served as ;t 

chcrk on the growth of the cotton imlustry. An ordinary mill , .... it:l 
a capital of a few lakhs of rupees pays excise on production, irresp~\'· 
tive of whether it makes a large profit, or small, or even works at :, 
loss. The amount of the excise duty realised from the cotton mili~ 

IS given below in lakhs of rupees. 

1896-07 
1!x))'()1 

11.23 
12.\6 

1005-6 
100.1-10 

27.06 
lO.06 

891011 
1911·12 

42.26 
4B.79 

1912-13 
19t3·14 

56.17 

54.oD 

Some persons argue that there has been a fairly good illcrca~: 

in mills all along and that the Ext'ise has not hindered their progrc:-, 
It is not true to say so. It is quite certain that the progress \voul 1 

have uecn more rapid, without this duty. !\fr. l\!. P. DeWebb h,,' 
said truly:-

"?\oboLly in India, be he European or Indian, regards it (th 
Excise) othen",rise than an altogether unnecessary <11;·1 

indefensible sop to Lancashire, Apart from politic .. ! 
considerations, these Indian excise duties form one ( :" 
of the 1I10st extraordinary monuments to Uritish Eeon l '

mic ECCE:\TRICITY (capitals ours) that the wh"L. 
of the tariff controversy affords. \Vhil5t un the 01:," 
hand, the free traders of England are never tired I [ 

asserting that the protectionist policy of foreign nalicJ1> 
can only handi..-ap those nations and that Great Brita:"\ 
with the healthy free trade principles is absolutely Ul,· 

assailaLle by such devices, the fret.' trade cutton spinnel" 
and weavers of Lancashire take very good caTC that Imr.( 
docs not impose even 30 vcr ccnt, for revenue purposl' 
on their products without an accompanying eXCi~l" 

duty." 33 

:;~. japan's Cotton Industry has a dramatic rise. It can he said to l!a\",· 
hegun in l~'tH. During Is.. .... \l. they imported frolll us 62,(0,) bales of yarn, au.: 
in I~'!)I), only ~;)\.l. By Hltl, they were competing- witb ominolls Sllccess wit], 
us in tilt., (hin ... ·:.;e lIIarket. III !\:ltl.l, hulia ball:!u.J mills which looking to il~ 
li."l1g-th and hrcadth, arc nothing: in cOlllparis\J1t with 2,0;7 mitis in Grea 
Brttain <lml I,:"'\)\ in e. S. A. In 1~14 we had.')-1 lakhs spindles, U. K. had J', 
crores, and the worltl"s total was 14~ crort'~s of spindles. 

:J3. Quoted in the Bombay Millowners' Association Report for 1907. 
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From the standpoint of the consumer, very severe criticism was 
directed against the reduction in favour of cotton duties from 5 per 
,', 'it. to 3 Y; per cenL in 1896, on the ground that the effect of the 
II -.:i.-;lation would be to relieve the richer classes who were COnStlmCrs 

the finer fabrics and impose new taxation on the poorer classes 
I' :;(I:-:e requirements were met by the Indian mills. Of late years, there 
1,.::-. heen one more legitimate grievance for opposition due to the severe 
"11111petition which Indian mills have to face in China as wdl as in 
! :l,jia from the Japanese industry. We have also shown t:l:lt it is 
,-~.!i!llcd that the enhancement of the silver duty has materiany .. ,jicc.:tcu 
'he lX)sition of the Indian spinner in the Chinese market. 

In addition to the handicap due to excise duty, the lik-.~ (J£ which 
: ... k\"icd no where in the , .... orld, the Indian millowncrs lau( ur uO'Jcr 
,:-;ain disadvantages. The cotton industry can neither be helped by 

. ...:.::IlC, hy Tariffs, by Subsidies, as the free trade Government of 
I'>\~\and has done to stimulate the production of cotton in Sud'lIl for 
1.:~TlcJshire. But even if it could do, it is not certain that die IwJian 
'''ItHrialists would be able to benefit therefrom, The late Me Gokhale 
uly said:-

Ii If the Government of India or the Secretary of State had 
the power to grant protection in the present circum
stances, I am not sure that it would be employed in the 
best interests of the country:' 

For even if we exclude British manufactures, we cannot exclude 
I!,·;tish manufacturers from taking advantage of the protection. 

Disadvantage of Labour. etc. 

'The cost of initial equipment in the case of an Indian mlll which 
h .. :-, to import its ma('hincry from outside is about 2;.~ times:H as great 
.1' in England, and the working expenses consequent on the scarcity 
,d .~killcd lahour and on the necessity of importing ~tores required 
I:, the production of cloth, were certainly higher here. Coal is be;ng 
l''-'Hlul'cci in India in requisite quantities, but the high freight from the 
""ljil'ry to the mills makes the coal supply also dear.* Besides the 
It"lian labourer, though reputed to be cheap, is not efficient. !\.fr. 
" ,,- Johnson went to the length of saying that the efficiency of the 
m:il-hJnd in India and in England is in the ratio of 1: 6 and provei' 
Ill ... statement hy comparing an example of a Lancashire mill-hand 

---_._--. 
: l. (f. G. :\1. Broughton's "Lahour in Indian Inrlustries,' 1924, p. 2:'1. 

• T RetluC'tion of frt'ights on coal was being: urg:etl by "arious Chambers of 
1...";l1n~('rce on GoveTmuent repeatedly. :O;othinK however was done in tbat 
dl:l'ctlOn hy the Go,·emmeut. 
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who can turn out 460 Ibs. of coarse cloth per week, wh~n an Indian 
can turn out 70 lhs. and a handloom weaver 50. !J:; S. J. Chapman 
has similar observations:-

"The labour ,,-'ost of production in Indian mi11s ......... was Iil 

1888 far higher even for the coarser counts than tlh: 

labour (,ost in LanG1Shire ...... The Indian opcrati\, 
possesses less endurance, less persistency, and less pOWt· 

of continuous application-all classes of labour arlO 

constantly changing in Innian mills. The number II!' 

operatives required to manage a given quantity 0;' 

machinery is ..... now at least 3 limes greater. 1 t is tbl' 
advantage of positiun 3(; alone which has enabled th~' 

native industry to uust foreign yarn except a few, tIll' 

bulk of which are coloured." 31 

It has been an axiom with our millowners that the Imlia:1 
labourer prefers long hours with less discipline, to shorter hours wit;: 
strid discipline. Besides, some employers complain of scarcity (: j" 

labour, but this is only apparent and the potential supply of Jaboui 
is almost unlimited.:I" It is not intended here to find out the ('<lUSt:, 

of thc incffit'lcncy, migratory character, etc., of the labour. Suffice:, 
to say that the want of chcap ami skilled lahour as well as l'heap capiLli 
did give a set-hack to the development of our industry. 

------ ---- - ~ - ---- -- --- . 

;l[). Sd his P:lP(,T r(':l~1 h",fore tht· lndu~tri:ll Confe-rence, H));,. 
J(i. ·'If Dilly our raw 1IIateriai weTe lakt'll :-.waY frolll us, (HIT illdustr~ 

wouM also go aW:ly in a twinklin~'· (S. ;\1. John ... oll),· 

:r;. W(~rk alld \\'a~es-S. J. CbapIH~HI, l':ut I, p. Ul. 
:~. lllliinn Economics-Prof. V. G. Kait', pp. to-ti-l. 



Cultivation of Cotton ill India 

By a general consensus of opinion, India is regarded as the birth· 
place of cotton growing. The story of the origin of cotton grow
ing, however, is lost in the dimness of India's hoary past. 

\n crthcless, clown through the centuries, cotton and cotton goods have 
rig-ured prominently in India's external and internal economy. Even 
ll,-da.\' she occupies no mean place among the cotton growing countries 
Iii the world. She ranks second in the world, and first in the British 
Eillpire. * The following table will show her production as compared 
Irill! the United States, the largest producer of cotton. 

PRODCL'TION OF COTTON t 
AREA j PRODUC'I'ION 

(In COO acres) , (In 000 bates of 400 Ills.) 
Year India U.S ... \. Egypt India U.S.A. Egypt 

1'.'::\.3-1 21,nl 2<J,38:1 1,870 5,108 16,309 2,123 
1"'11<15 2HC3 26,866 1,7!J8 4,858 12m6 1,871 
l:+.::1-3fJ 2:),IJ8 27.:n5 1.7:t! 5728 13,297 2,Jl:! 

It will be seen at a glance from this table that the output of cotton 
l":r acre in India is much lower than in C. S. A. or Egypt. \Vhereas 
the area under cotton in India represents more than 75 per ccnt. of 
Ih:lt in e.S.A., yet the Indian output was only ahout 31 per ccnt. in 
1'I.1.l-34, and 40 per cent. in 1934-35,45 per cent in 1935-36, as com
P:lll'd with American production, after reducing the production figures 
III uniform bale weights of 400 lbs. In the United States and Egypt, 
!ill.' yield of lint (otton per acre is sOllIe 200 and 400 lbs. respct'tively 
;111<1 in India it is less than 100 lbs. 'rhe same is also the case with 
lJILdity. The coarse short-stapled Indian cottons stand no comparison 
\\:11] the fine long-stapled American ones. Yet, in the past, India pro
dUl'cd cotton of a very superior order from which the yarns for the 
llL1lluftlcture of muslins and similar other fine cloths were spun. How 
,!ltd \\'hen India ceased to cultivate those fine species of cotton has been 
ilh]i.,'ated briefly elsewhere. It is indeed a tragedy that India whirh at 
"IlC time was the home of a very superior variety of cotton should 
Ill)\\" produce a quality inferior to that of many other countries. 

---- - ------------ - ---- ---._--- --
.. The Indian crop of cotton constitutes nearly one-fifth of the total 

output of cotton. and next to rice and wheat, cotton occupies the third 
posItion amongst Indian produce_ 

b 
The world production of cotton in 1936-37 is estimated at 30,200.000 

ale, of -178 lbs. nett, as compared with 26,500,000 bales in \935-36, 
tVide, Tables in "Cotton Textile Industry at a glance," 
10 
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Early Attempts at Improvement. 
When the East India Company first came to this country, the \. 

found Indian cotton in the same state of degradation as now. 
however, redounds to the credit of the East India Company th.! 
between 1788 and 1850 they made persistent efforts to promote th 
improvement of Indian cotton. \Vriting about this in 1861 a writt T 

(Cassel in "Cotton in Bombay Presidency") pointed out: 
"During this period the hope that India might utlimately replace 

the United States as the source of cotton supply has vaguely exist.,1 
in Great Britain, rising into eagerness in moments of distress, anJ 
sinking into indifference on the return of abundance. For upwan:~ 
of half a century Indian cotton has occupied the unsatisfacto;:, 
position of a mere pis-aller for the American growth, reluctant;}" 
purchased when the latter has been dear and instantly abandow,1 
when it has become cheap." 

To promote the improvement of cultivation and to increase tLe 
output of Indian cotton, botanists and American planters \\"(.':"1.' 

appointed specially. The principal objective of the Comp;,,·, 
in doing this was to introduce and naturalise exotic cottons such 
Bourbons, New Orleans and Egyptian varieties. The experimenhl 
cultivation with American seed was made as early as 1828, model fan:,~ 
were established in numerous places, attention was paid to indigenu:1:' 
varieties, amI cultivators were encouraged to adopt foreign ero]::.. 
1\1r. Mercer, the head of the American planters after trying a seri·, 
of experiments in different parts under different climatic and 5(,\1 

conditions gave the following verdict: 
"The experimental farms were only a useless expense to t!,( 

Government; the American system "las not adapted to India, t'lt" 

natives of India ",,'ere, from their knowledge of the climate, anJ t'~L 

capabilities of the soil, able to cultivate more efficiently and much !TI(':'\.: 

economicalJy than any European." 
Stimulus to Cutton Export. 

The Government dissatisfied \...-ith these results appointed a Sell "t 
Committee in 1848, which held out no better hopes. The export' 
Indian cotton received an immense stimulus during the Amerit":1\ 
Civil \VaT when the close blockade produced a rotton famine 
Lancashire, and threw the spinners back on India for their supply' ,I 
the ra.w material. The early "sixties of the nineteenth century" CT ,~ 

as a providential help to the endeavour of England to extend ;1":1\ 

improve the qualitative and quantitative C'ulti\"ation ot cotton in In :;, 
in urder to feed the Engli~h ~pinning- and \re~lviI1g Industry. T 
Indian l'xport tralie ni cotton expt'ricnccd seH?ral yicissitudes. Tl( 

extr,wnlinary variation in export from 1859 to 1877 is instructi...-e. Ii 
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i'r"red that the apprehensions of the Select Committee of 1848 to 
(,,;_'ture a fair proportion of trade to supply raw material to Lanca
~Lre turned out true. England had to obtain her raw material from 
tL.: (ountry which supplied cheapest and best, and America produced 
t!lI..' best for Lancashire. American cotton replaced the Indian cotton. 
J):;ring the years 1890 to 1900 there was a great decline in our export 
[, .. le in raw cotton. It recovered sonle ground in the first decade of 
t;1C twentieth cenlury, but the second decade was one of fluctuating 
trends for it. Recent trends in our export trade in raw cotton are 
,!,,,wn in the following table:-

Exports of Indian Col/on. 

1909-H (Av.) 
1914-19 (Av.) 
1919-2-l (Av.) 
1925-26 
1926-27 
1927-28 
1928-29 
1929-30 
1930-31 
1931-32 
1932-33 
1933-34 
1934-35 
1935-36 

In thousand of 
bales of -lOO Ibs. 

2,.J07 
2,190 
2,917 
4,173 
3,188 
2,686 
3,712 
4,070 
3,926 
2,369 
2,063 
2,729 
3,490 
3,396 

The importance of cotton in India's export trade will be evident 
fn III the fact that it ranks first in our export list. The following 
til \~ would give an idea of the value and importance of raw cotton 
11l ,!]C perspective of our total export trade ill all commodities:-

1930-31 
1931-32 
1932-33 
1933-34 
193-l-35 
1935-36 

India's Export Tradct 
Raw Cotton* 

(In lacs of rupees) 
~6.73 

23,78 
20.70 
27,91 
35,45 
34,-l7 

All Commodities 
(In lars of rupees) 

220,49 
15';,89 
1.12.27 
147,25 
151,67 
160,52 

"The value of Raw Cotton exports for these years includes cotton 
\l,-" to'; also. 

tReview of the Trade of India, \935-36 (p.p. 69). 
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Of the total quantity of cotton exported from India, Japan alOlle 
takes over SO per cent. The following table illustrates Japan's shalo 
of our cotton exports in the perspective of that of the British Empin: 
and all foreign countries (including Japan):-

Year 

1909-14 (Av.) 
1914-19 (Av.) 
1919-24 (Av.) 
1929-30 
1930-31 
1931-32 
1932-33 
1933-34 
1934-35 
1935-36 

British Empire Japan only. All Foreign 
Countries 

(In thousands of 

152 
233 
165 
277 
287 
171 
170 
345 
353 
456 

bales of 400 lbs). 

1,012 2,255 
1,373 1,957 
1,540 2,752 
1,640 3,793 
1,686 3,639 
1,080 2,198 
1,085 1,893 
1,022 2,384 
2,055 3,137 
1,759 2,929 

The fall in exports during 1931-32 and 1932-33 was mainly d\lt 
to reduced orders from the Far East where the comparatively hi:.;h 
parity of Indian cotton for a time made American of better va1m: 
expecially to Japan. In 1933-34 the position improved in spite of tl,t 
obstruction caused by the Japanese boycott of Indian cotton. Sin'~'e 

January, 1934, however, trade agreements entered into with both Jape,n 
and the United Kingdom have resulted in larger buying of Indian 
cotton by both these countries. 

Two of the greatest impediments in the way of the expansion Ili 
the market for Indian cotton abroad are its comparative inferiorilY 
in comparison with the long-stapled Ameri('ans and Egyptians, a;ld 
trade barriers impused in various countries of the world in reel')1 
years. The import duty in Italy is a serious handicap to short-staphl 
low priced 1 ndian cotton. The customs duty on raw cotton ill 
Australia IS almost prohibitive. The Xanking Government ha'.<.: 
recently raised the import duty on cotton in China by 40 per cellt. 
In European countries like Germany again there are the eXChalJ<o..' 
restrictions which are discouraging factors to Indian export. It is. 
however, satisfactory to note in this connection that the Indian Cemr,d 
Cotton Committee is trying its best to widen the sphere of i!s 
activities and get into touch with the conSumers of Indian cotton :111 
over the \'\.·orld and see that the handicaps against Indian cotton in ,.11 
parts of the world are removed far as possible. 
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Indian Central Col/on Committee. 

Since its inception in 1921 the Indian Central Cotton Committee* 
h:IS been rendering signal services to the cause of cotton cultivation 
III lndia. Brieft.y speaking, its chief functions are (i") to advise the 
C:ntral and Local Goverrunents on all questions on cotton referred to 
il. and to suggest suitable measures for the improvement and develop
lllent of the industry, (ii) to finance and to direct research work on 
the problems connected with the improvement of Indian cotton 
illc-1uding investigations into the relationship between the cotlon plant 
ami its environment, the diseases and pests of cotton, and the lint 
([u:ttities of the existing as well as ne"lr!y evolved types, (iii) to 
fi~:;LOce schemes intended to bring into general agricultural practice 
tl-,.: results of economic importance obtained from research, and (iv) 
tu finance schemes, wherever possible, for extension of long and 
Il'~dium staple cottons of improved variety and their marketing. The 
illnJs of the Indian Central Cotton Committee are derived from a cess 
vi 2 annas on every bale of Indian cotton exported from India or 
cC'llsumed in mills in provinces in India. 

By the enactment and enforcement of various legislations such 
as lhe Cotton Transport Act, the Cotton Ginning and Pressing 
F;ldories Act, the Indian Central Cotton Committee has endeavoured 
tv maintain the standards of quality of cotton grown, to prevent 
adulteration with inferior types and to discourage the various malprac
ti(.:s which at present occur in a certain number of ginning and 
pn:ssing factories; All these measures have prevented great economic 
10" to the whole country-most of which fell heavily on the grower. 
The Committee has also succeeded in preventing growers from being 
ul:l-rauded when marketing their produce, by urging on the Govern
ment of Bombay topass the Bom\)a~Weights and Measures Act,_by 

* The Indian Central Cotton Committee was constituted by the 
Gu\'ernment of India in March 1921 by their Resolution No. 101-~22 
"o,_:partment of Revenue and Agriculture) to encourage the growth of 
lm~,roved varieties, to extend the area of cultivation and to stimulate and 
as~,st in every possible way the production, marketing and manufacture of 
llh:iun Cotton. The Committee has now been in existence for over 16 
)-\:,:;5 and during this period, by combining scientific research with practical 
pr~'dress, it has been responsible for valuable work in all these directions, 

The Cotton Cess Act was passed in 1923 to provide funds for the 
Committee's work. The cess is levied at the rate of two annas per bale 
of 400 pounds avoirdupois or six pies per 100 pounds of unbaled cotton. 
Dl,,' ing the first three years it was coHected at double these rates. It is 
le\ i,'d on aU cotton exported from India whether by sea or land and on 
all ~-utton consumed by the mills in British India, which are required to 
fur;-Ji,sh monthly returns to the Collectors of the districts, except in Bombay 
Pre;:ildency where they are furnished to the Collector of Customs, Bombay. 
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which weights and measures have been standardised for cottOI. 
transactions in various places. The Committee realised early that fo: 
the benefit of the cultivators it was necessary to have regulated opell 
markets for cotton in the country. and their efforts in this directiol 
have been crowned with success by the establishment of such marketo 
in Khandesh, Central Provinces, Hyderabad, Indore, Dhar, Barod,·., 
Sangli, and Tirupur. The Committee is also endeavouring its best t, 
find out ways and means for providing the cotton growt:r \ ... ·ith cheal' 
finance, and at the same time easing the burden of his indebtednes:', 
Jointly with the Imperial Council of Agricultural Research, the Con,· 
mittee is at present financing an enquiry (costing Rs. 5,22,ZDe) int" 
the co.st of growing cotton, sug~lrcane ano their rotation crups in th~ 
principal cotton and sugarcane tracts of India. The Committee ha, 
also directed its efforts towards the ensuring of greater accuracy i:i 

cotton statistics. But above all, the Committee has conducted various 
scientific enquiries and practical researches on the improvement L [ 

Indian cotton by the judicious hybridization of existing strains, by tl" 
naturalisation of imported ones, by the eradication of undesirable ont: I 
and the rooting out of cotton diseases, particularly the prevention ( i 
BaH-weevil by the fumigation of American cotton before entry ;.1 

Bombay, which incidentally is the only port from which American 
cotton can be imported. * ~Iost promising results have so far been o~ '
tained from these scientific tests, and the Committee has all along bel:1 

carrying on persistent propaganda to advise the grower on suitab:t.: 
varieties of cotton and to shO\v him how it will give him a betkr 
monetary return than short-staple cotton. Technological research 
essential to securing authoritative valuation of spinning qualities c,i 

"In spite of repeated-requests from cotton - mills in BengaI tt-.~ 
Calcutta Port Commissioners and the Government of Bengal have nC't 
favoured the idea of providing fumigation arrangements at the Port ... i 
Calcutta. The main objections of the Government are that all cott, ,n 
from America comes to Calcutta via., the Port of Bombay whc,'~' 
adequate arrangements are already in existence for fumigation of Americ''l 
cotton; that in the e .... ent of providing fumigation arrangements at Calcu~:J 
there is no guarantee that sufficient quantities of cotton '\vould be import"J 
direct at that port; that the cost of fumigation would be prohibitive _~( 
the Calcutta port; and above all. there is the danger of cotton crop ,! 
Bengal. or for the matter of that, India, being affected by the Arneric :1 

pest. the Boll-Weevil, if fumigation of American cotton is not carried 
out at the Calcutta port as suggested by some of the commercial argani: J. 

tions on the ground that the pest may not survive the long-distance tra" d 
from America to the port of Calcutta. In view of the necessity '.if 
development of the Cotton Textile Industry in Bengal and in the C~,
Country centres, it is very essential that Fumigation arrangements shot,:d 
be prOVided at the Port of Calcutta for enabling the Cotton mills to 
import long-staple cotton from America direct at Calcutta port and thus 
remove the handicap to the cotton industry in Bengal, which has b~ 'D 

calculated by the Tariff Board to work out to 3.86 pies per lb. of clo'h 
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('(rUon and to carrying out fundamental researches on the physical and 
dll'lllical properties of cotton fibres is carried out at the Technological 
L'jboratory of the Committee at ~latunga, Simultaneously, the 
C"llunittee is sparing no means to popularise the use of improverl 
\·.!rieties of Indian cotton both here and abroad, and for this purpose 
\~ 'l.1S been working in co-operation with the Empire Cotton Growing 
l'"rporation, the British Cotton Industry Research Association, the 
L:ncashirc Indian Cotton Committee and similar other bodies. The 
!;d named body" is doing everything in its power to encouragt: 
:':f:.'atcr use of Indian cotton in Great Britain." 

LOllg.staple Cotton in India. 
We have already referred to the successful efforts of the Indian 

Central Cotton Committee for the judicious selection, the hybridization 
:11:- 1 naturalisation of exotic cottons, Stapled cotton of almost equal 
[(\ middling American and in some casc, superior, is now being gro\vn 
~1l India in ~Iadras, Sind, Punjab, C. P., Gujerat and Dharwar. and in 
:Ih' first fi\'c provinces the prospects of long-stapled cotton are decided
ly iayourable. It is now recognised by the Government experts and 
\\tl'ers that the culti\'ation in India of exotic types of long-stapled 
,', 'ton must be confined to the irrigated districts. In this respect, the 
Lhyd Barrage Canals in Sind have opened up unlimited possibilities 
i, " the development of cotton cultivation on the Indus Right Bank 
<lr • .15. During the decade prior to the opening of the Lloyd Barrage 
t,';,:lllls, the annual area under cotton cultivation in Sind averaged 
~I!.,:htly over 3,00,000 acres with an aVl'mge outtuTn of approximately 
1.1",').000 bales. ~()w, as a result of irrigation, the area has lIeen 
in "eased to approximately 7,50,000 acres. Four main classes of 
~'I '[on are now being dealt with, viz., (i) Sind Deshi, (ii) Punjab 
.\,,;ericans, (iii) Imported Americans and (iv) Imported Egyptians. 
":\nlong each of these four main classes, the Department of Agricul
ltl; (', Sind, has by botanical selection, evolved improved strains which, 
1j]1 leeount of better yield, higher ginning percentage, or superior 
'It; lity, arc suitable for extension in general cultivation in the different 
\"1'::I)n growing tracts of the Barrage areas." It has been shown hy a 
l"l: ·'parison of the average yield of cotton per acre with that of rice 
JI"I·l jowar, taking the former at the reasonable estimate of 10 m3unds, 
Ill;,! the financial returns of cotton to the growers are nearly twice 
tho "t:. of either rice or jowar under the present conditions of market 
'l!l,] price. 

\Yhilc long-staple cotton can also be prot!uced In a few nOn

H1 "...:·'lted areas, it has been pron~d that, with the exception of Tinne
\t..:', cotton in ::\fadras and Broach cottun in Guicrat it is economicallv 
U]h ~und. India has some peCUliar advantages ~\'er 0ther cotto~ 
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growing regions-due to her fertile soil, excellent climate, a larg~' 
agricultural population, not devoid of intelligence as is sometimt'~ 
assumed. ano a great network of railways. There is no doubt that. 
as a result of the new irrigated areas brought under cotton cultivation, 
the existing supply will be doubled in no time. Increased supply u' 
improved varieties of cotton will ultimately enable India to do awa;" 
with the import of raw cotton from abroad, which at present i:-

increaslllg as can be seen from the follo\\·jng table: 

Imports of ForciglL Raw Cot/on. 

Quantity in Values in 00Js 
Year 000s of bales of Us. 

of JlO lbs. 
1933·34 240 35,5;0 
lmI4-:\5 339 52,838 
19:35-:16 429 67.45:~ 

It will be seen from the table that the import of foreign raw cottOIl 
in j ndia has been on the up-grade in recent years. It has betn 
repeatedly urgeu by the manufacturers in India that sufficient cotton 
of long-staple should be made available in this country and that the 
future prosperity oi the industry depends very largely on whether 
or not the supply of improved cotton is forthcoming. Indian mill:-. 
specially a fter the \Var, are spinning higher counts than 30's an.] 
require for this purpose long-stapled cotton, and it appears tiLt 

Bombay's salvation lies in taking to spinning finer counts from lon~
stapled cotton. The following table gives details of (i) consumption (It 
all kinds of cotton and of Indian cotton and (ii) receipts of Indi:!1l 
cotton and of foreign cotton at Indian mills during the five crop yea!., 
ended 31st August, 1935:-

Col/OIL Consumption and Receipts at Indian Mills. 
(In thuusands of Bales of 400 Ibs.) 

1930-31 1931-32 1932-33 1933-34 1934-3; 
Consum ption-

All Kinds 2,580 2,853 2,780 2,650 3,061 
Indian Cotton 2,269 2,346 2,361 2,336 2,612 

Reccitf.t-
Indian Cotton 1,973 1,951 2,065 2,166 2,254 
Foreign Cotton 

Americans 84 30 64 
Egyptians 36 57 123 
East Africans 184 191 212 
Others 26 19 3.1 
Total Foreign 273 461 330 297 432 

Total Receipts 2,246 2,412 2,395 2,463 2,686 
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It may be stated here that, of the 1,059,000 bales of foreign cotton 
rc,'eived in India during the three seasons from 1st September, 1932 
tr, 31st August, 1935, more than 50 per cenL was East Africans of 
1I'lich Ahmedabad mills took about half, the Bombay mills about a 
fJl'arter, and the remainder was taken up by up-country mills. 
E,"ptians represented about 20 per cenL of which Ahmedabad and 
l:"mbay each took about 40 per cenL and the rest of India about 12 
I"::- cent. Americans were third in importance with 17 per cent.. of 
"'lieh Bombay mills took over 75 per cenL, Ahmedabad about 8 per 
WIt. and the rest of India, the balance, Other foreign cotton represented 
unly 7 per cenL of which Ahmedabad took 18 per cenL, Bombay over 60 
per cent and the rest of India 17 per cent 

Consumption of Indian Cotton by the Mills 
The following table illustrates the percentages of Indian Mills' 

('-!1sumption of Indian raw cotton to total crop during the years 
1-'30-31 to 1934-35:-

Year 

1930-31 
1931-32 
1932-33 
1933-34 
1934-35 

Actual Quantity Cosumed· 
(In 100 bales of 400 Ib,,) 

2,269 
2,346 
2,361 
2,336 
2,612 

Percentage to 
Total Crop. 

33.6 
50.1 
39,5 
36.7 
40.7 

With the production of better grade cotton, we feel that 
it will only be a question of time when Indian Mills will cease 
to, have supply of raw cotton from abroad. The production of 
in: .)roved varieties of raw cotton is already on the up-grade, as will be 
,,:,lent from the table below giving the estimated production of the 
p::,[ five seasons' Indian crops classified according to length of 
st,lple :-

Jndian Cotton Cwp 
(In 1000 bales of 400 Ib5.) 

Tua' 
Long staple over 1 inch. 
),[(·dium staple 

~ to 1 inch. 
Sl:~rt staple below 

~ inch, 

1930-31 1931-32 1932-33 1933-34 1934-35 
5,226 4,007 4,657 5,108 4,858 

12 8 11 24 51 

1,213 1,291\ 1,336 1,341 1,204 

4,001 2,701 3,310 3,743 3,603 

--Based on the returns made under the Indian Cotton Cess Act, 1923. 
by .\'fills in British India, and on Voluntary Returns from or Yam Produc
till;} figures of Mills in Indian States. Vide Appendix D. Statistical 
Bu.letin No.5 (1934-35) of the Indian Central CQtton CQmmitt«. 

11 
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Poiniing out that the Indian Central Cotton Committee estimate,l 
the annual requirements of the Indian mills in short staple cotto, 
below Uth inch. at about 1,100,000 bales, the Special Tariff Board i.1 
its Report (1936) observes that "this leaves a very large quantity c' 
short staple available for expansion of the Indian spinning industr 
in counts of yarn up to 165. warp or 205. weft, pending which t\ .. , 
Indian cotton growers must find outlets overseas for the great bt1~~, 

of their short staple crop. Much of the medium and long staple COttO'1 
grown in India cannot be used for spinning yarns of finer counts. C: 
last season's crop of 1,142,000 bales medium staple, the Indian Centr I 
Committee estimated that about 550,000 bales were capable of spinni] , 
24s. to 3Os. warp, 427,000 bales 20s. to 245. warp and 165,000 bake 
16s. to 20s. warp only. About half the quantity, therefore, of mediu.] 
staple (~th inch. to 1 inch.) grown in India is suitable for spinnir" 
24s. warp and above, and a small part of this is exported. Of tl,e 
remaining half suitable for spinning 165. to 24s. warp, the bulk is 
Punjab-American 4F, the takings of which by Indian mills are limitc.l 
partly on account of high transport charges. Of the long staple cott, ,n 
(over 1 inch.) only two superior strains of Punjab American and Sire.! 
American are available in commercial quantities. They are suitable f, r 

spinning 30s. warp or 4Os. weft, and, if grown on experimental fan.; 
up to 45s. warp counts. Last year's forecast of these varieties wrs 
51,000 bales and there are prospects of an increase in the area umkr 
this cotton in Sind resulting in the production of about 100,000 bales 'n 
the near future. Of the last season's commercial crop of 63,000 bal, s, 
55,000 bales were taken by Indian mills and the rest exported. T,e 
Indian Central Cotton Committee indicates that the growing of high 
quality cottons having a staple of lYa inch or even IX inch and capalle 
of spinning up to 60s. warp is a practical proposition on certain an-_:::' 

in Sind." 

As already stated, it is only a matter of time when Imi, 
can do away with her supply of raw cotton from abroad. In t:le 
words of the late Sir Vithaldas Thackersey, the long-stapled coll"n 
plentifully and successfully grown will revolutionise the whole cott, ,n 
industry. It may be said that Europe may outbid us for this coUrn. 
but who would doubt the capability of a country growing its lor~

stapled cotton and having a home-consuming market at its doors to hr ld 
its own against any outside competition? 



The Handloom Industry 

The Handloom Industry of India is as old as Indian civilisation 
iloe1f and it is noteworthy that it has survived even the onslaughts 
oi \Vestern civilisation with its attendant machinery and maSs produc
tion, during all these years. Ever since the drawn of civilization. 
India produced enough of cloth not only to clad her teeming millions, 
bu also to supply the same to the outer world too. Down to the 18th 
cC;ltury she was the supplier of cloth not only to Europe, but also to 
O1':<t parts of the civilized world. And the cloth that India supplied 
"".' all the production of hand-spinning and hand-weaving. Though 
tumed out by the hand, these cloths revealed such excellence of work
nJ;,.lIship that some of them were thought of as "work of fairies or 
insects rather than that of men." (1). 

Taking into consideration the disadvantages of the primitive mode 
oi manufacture as followed by the simple and unlettered people who 
turned out the cloths with the aid of only a few crude tools in their 
511,"11 cottages, it is really a matter of great admiration that our 
a":,,stors should have arrived at such an exceedingly high state of 
prficiency in the delicacy oi the iabrics manufactured by them. 
~L:~lins were among the earliest articles of Indian export trade and 
in'~,ite of the great mechanical advancement made in the cotton 
in';~lstry, the muslins manufactured by the weavers at Dacca which 
Were known by such names as "Running \Vatcr," "Evening Dew" 
anJ "Textile Breeze" still remain unsurpassed in fineness. 

The Decline of its Importance 

The Indian hand loom industry occupied an important place in 
w, :id's cotton industry till so late as the beginning of the last century. 
Th, decline of the hand loom industry in India followed to a certain 
eXecnt, the introduction of machine-made goods during the eighteenth 

(1) Baines', History of Cotton Manufactures, 1835. 
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and the nineteenth centuries, and more, the impediments placed in tht' 
way of its development by the systematic policy of the Britisl: 
Government to extend the sale and consumption of British manufac
tured goods in India by every possible way, c.g. reduction or remissiop 
of import duties, imposition of inland duties on Indian manufadure~ 
in India, levy of prohibitive duties in England on exports of Indiat: 
goods, etc. In this connection, it may be mentioned that som~ of th,-· 
methods employed by the foreign rulers of this country for destToyin~ 
hand-weaving in India do not reflect any credit on them. Some oi 
these were very torturous, indeed, inhuman. Take for example, th,-" 
instance of the cutting of the thumbs of the weavers mentioned in 2 

statement of Wil1iam Holts quoted in R. C. Dutt's " Economic History 
of India" and also referred to by Sir Darcy Lindsay in the course of 
his speech on the Cotton Textile (Protection) Bill in the India" 
Legislative Assembly on March 30, 1930. Holt's statement runs a' 
follows: 

" And the winders of raw silk called :-,ragodas have been treated 
with such injustice. that instances have been known of their cutting off 
their thumbs to prevent their being forced to wind silk." 

Bemoaning India's helplessness in this matter, the great historian 
H. H. Wilson observed :-

"It is a melancholy instance of the wrong done to India by the 
country on which she has become dependent. It was stated in evidenct: 
(before the Parliamentary Committee of 1808-1813) that the cottO" 
and silk goods of India up to the period could be sold for a profit in the 
British market at a price from 50 to 60 per cent. lower than those 
fabricated in England. It consequently became necessary to protec~ 
the latter by duties of 70 to 80 per cent. on their value or by positi,·.· 
prohibition. Had this not been the case, had not such prohibiti,·· 
duties and decrees existed. the mills of Parsely and ~lanchcster woul, \ 
have been stopped at their outset and could sc-arcely have been set ;:1 

motion even by the power of the steam, The)' were created by tiL' 

sacrifict.' of Indian manufacture, Ha.d India been independent, sh,~ 

\would have retaliated, would have imopsed prohibitive duties on Hriti::h 
'goods and would have thus preserved her own productive industry iro-':\ 
.nnihilation, This act of sdf-dcfcHce ~i.'as not permitted her~ she WU,' 

tV the mercy of the strall[lt.'r, British goads ,j,:tre forced on her'lmthoJlt 
p~yillg allY duty, and th< foreign manufacturer employed the arm "f 
,,~/itjcal iujusticc to keep dO'li:n and ultimatcl_v strangle a cornpe/itN 
'l, .. t~h 7. .... llOm he could not have contended on equal terms."-( !talL'S 
O.vs.) 
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Continuance of the Industry 
Leaving past history with but a brief reference, we may now 

tl'm to the later years of the 19th century and examine the position 
of the Indian handloom weaving industry from this period up to the 
year 1909, till when it is known to have produced a larger quantity of 
cluth than the cotton mills of India. Since the last quarter of the 
n11lcteenth centry an erroneous impression appears to have existed in 
doc. minds of the people that this industry which had a glorious past 
i~ of no importance to-day,-that it is in a morihund state. Prof. 
C. N. Vakil appears to be dangerously near a similar error when he 
ob::-erved in his carefully compiled history of II OUT Fiscal policy:" 

.. It is well·known that by this time (1882) this (handloom) 
industry had ceased to be of any importance." 

Although statistics of cloth production in the country for 1882 are 
nut available to indicate the extent of the production of the handloom 
im\lstry, adequate information is available for the years after 1896. 

_ Dilfing the years 18%·97 to 1900·01 the handlooms consumed about 
220 million Ibs. of yarn, when the mills consumed only 90 million Ibs. 
oi yarn per annum. / Thus it will be seen that the handlooms consumed 
n'''rly 20 times as much yarn as the mills consumed for the production 
oi doth. Between 1901 and 1905, the handlooms consumed about 
duuble the quantity of yarn consumed by the mills. This should be 
an ·'ye·opener to those who talk disparagingly of the handloom industry 
either from hearsay evidence or from prejudice. 

Present Position of the Industry 

In 1909, the handlooms produced 1,116 million yards of cloth 
as wmpared with 824 million yards produced by the Indian Cotton 
~hll; Since then the production of doth by the handlooms has been 
sn;;dler in varying degrees than that of the mills. It was after the 
yea,' 1909 that the quantity of yarn consumed by the mills exceeded that 
of the handlooms. After 1915-16 there was an actual decrease in 
the l'onsumption of yarn by handJooms, the average annual consump
ti"" between the years 1916-17 and 1920·21 being about 200 million 
Ibs. when the average annual consumption by the mills went up to 
al",:[ 330 million Ibs. But during the post·war period, the hand·loom 
inJl:::.try again recovered the lost ground. The average yarn consump· 
tioll per annum by the hand· looms during the quinquennium 1920.21 
to j :J24-25 was about 300 million lbs., as compared with 270 million 
Ibs. during the quinquennium 1911·12 to 1915·16 and 220 million Ibs. 
during the quinquennium 1916-17 to 1920·21. 
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In the years between 1924-25 and 1929-30, the handloom industry 

made further progress, and the quantity of cloth produced on the 

handlooms was on the increase. During the year 1929-30 the hand· 

looms consumed 351 million Ibs. of mill yarn and produced 1,40; 

million yards of cloth, as compared with 2,418 million yards of cloth 

produced by the mills. In the year ended March 31, 1936 the totai 

handloom production of cotton piecegoods in India was estimated at 

1,660 million yards as against 3,500 million yards produced in Indian 

mills. The following table shows the estimated numbers of hand

looms and quantities of yarn consumed and cloth produced durirg the 

year ended March 31, 1935.* 

(Quantities in million Ibs.) 

PROVIN'CE HANDI.,OO).{ YARN CONSUMED Cr.oTH 
Total Making Cotton 

Goods 
Cotton Others 

Madras 318,434 258,558 78.8 315 

Bengal 48.2 

Bombay ...... 110,183 50.2 3.2 235 

U. P. 161,913 49.5 6.4 291 

B. & o. 180,000 31.1 

Punjab 256,602 241,602 60.1 4.0 401 

Delhi 1,554 781 .2 0.7 

N. W. Frontier 10,000 1.0 9 

Burma 500,000 15.6 40 

C. P. 73,338 15.5 

Assam 421,367 4.3 22 

Total 1,957,742 354.5 

The position of the handloom industry can further be studied in 
the perspective of the consumption of imported and mill-made pic,e
goods in India. The following table gives the figures of the net import, 
of piece-goods and the net production of both Mill-made and Handlcc,m 
piecegoods along with the per capita consumption of piecegoods in 
India, since the year 1905-1906. 

------------------~-----~ 
• Vide. Special Tariff Board Report (1936) on Cotton Textile 

Industry, page 104. 
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Imporls, Mill Production and Handloom Production 
of Colton Piecegoods in India, along with Per Capita 

Consumption* 
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(Quantity in crores of yards) 
1905-06 239 61 108 408 13.60 
1906-07 226 63 115 404 13.03 
1907-08 247 74 111 432 13.94 
1908-09 194 74 112 380 12.26 
1909-10 214 87 90 391 12.61 
1910-11 224 94 91 409 13.19 
1911·12 237 106 104 447 13.97 
1912·13 295 113 104 512 16.00 
1913·14 313 108 107 528 16.50 
1914·15 241 107 118 466 14.56 
1915·16 211 133 105 449 14.03 
1916·17 183 132 82 397 12.41 
1917·18 147 142 81 370 11.56 
1918-19 101 130 105 336 10.50 
1919-20 99 144 56 299 9.34 
1920-21 145 143 115 403 12.59 
1921-22 102 157 119 378 11.81 
1922-23 152 156 134 442 13.40 
1923-24 142 154 101 397 12.03 
1924·25 177 179 126 482 14.61 
1925-26 153 179 116 448 13.18 
1926-27 176 206 133 515 15.15 
1927-28 194 219 131 544 16.00 
1928-29 191 174 108 473 13.52 
1929-30 190 229 140 559 15.97 
1930·31 87 246 139 472 13.49 
1931·32 76 288 150 514 14.28 
1932-33 120 311 170 601 16.70 
1933·34 77 289 144 510 14.17 
1934-35 97 334 146 577 15.60 
1935-36 97 350 166 613 16.57 

It will be seen from this table that out of the total consumption 
~_ (,13 crore yards of cotton pieccgoods in India in 1935-36, about 

'-Vide; Re~iew of the Trade of India 1935·36, page 28. 
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.57- per cent is supplied by indigenous mill-prqduction, 27 per cent. b:: 
handloom production and 16 pe~ cent. is reJ!Tesented by importc.l 
pieeegoods. • '.' 

It is thus more than evident from the statistics ,given above that th" 

handloom industry has not gone Qut of ~xistence as is erroneousi.: 
supposed in certain quarters through ignorance or prejudice or W41T t 

of enquiry, that it still supplies about 25 per cent. of the total requin
ments of the c10th in the country and that it is responsible for abOlJl 
40 per cent. of the total cloth produced in India. Though the produ,
tion is obviously less than that of the mills, it must be admitted tlI" 
next to agriculture, handweaving is sti1l the largest and most wid,;

spread industry throughout India. Emphasising the importance (,' 
the industry, the Tariff Board in 1932 observed that it provides: 

<IAn occupation for the agriculturist in the season \vhen agricu'
tural work is slack and enables him to use his time which he wou"! 
otherwise waste in producing goods of a certain----even though limitt...i 
-value. The industry is spread all over the country." . 

• 
Number of Handlaams & Hand/aam Weavers in India 

It may be safely presumed that besides those who are primari!;
agriculturists and who weave at only certain times of the year wh.tJl 
they are free from work at the fields, there are in India at least :0 
lakhs of persons who are employed in weaving cloth in their han,l
looms. As pointed out by successive Tariff Boards, due to lack ~ j 

proper statistics, it is extremely difficult to estimate the exact numLL·r 

of handlooms engaged in weaving in India, but calculated on t:ie 
following basis it will be found that the total number is by no mean; 
less than 2,649,927. \Ve find from the table given above that the 
estimated number of total handlooms in the ten provinces of India in 
the year ended March 31, 1935 was 1,957,742. If we add to the sam' 
the figures for Bengal and Hyderabad as estimated by the Tariff Board 
in 1932 and for the other States as given in the Census of 1921, then 
the result will be as follows: 

Bengal 
H yderabad State 
Ajmer-Merwara 
Baroda 
Rajputana 
Other States 
Total of 10 Indian Provinces 

Total 

200,000 
140,000 

1,587 
10,857 
89,741 

250,000 
1,957,742 

2,649,927 
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. .. Products of tlfe Handlooms, 

The prindpal ~~s~e.~ of f~bric~ wov~n in the handlooms include 
qhot~, saris, long dot~. twills; shirtings, turhan cloths, rumals, bed 
..;! I l'ets , toweb, handkerchiefs, lungis, suitings and durries. For the 
pl1rpose of weaying his fabrics the hand-loom weaver uses three 
different kinds of yarn, home-spun, mill-spun and imported. It is 
11itnl.'ult to estimate the quantity of home-spun yarn consumed by the 
handlooms (2). But more or less accurate figures of all other Indian 
and foreign supplies of cotton yarn for hand-100m weaving are available 
"tiM they are summarised in the Table below:-

Estimated Balances of Cotton Yarn Available for 
Consumption in Handlaom Weaving 

in 1934-35 

(In thousands of Ibs.) 

Provinces. Foreign. Indian. Total. 

Madras ~-- 70,255. 78.78~ 
Bengal 8,320 39,900 48,220 
Bombay 7,877 35,143 43,020 
U. P. 1,864 41,576 43,440 
Bihar & Orissa 670 30,592 31,262 
Punjab 1,194 22,941 24,135 
Delhi & N. W. F. 
Burma 2,159 15,147 17,306 
C. P. & Berar 1,140 14,291 15,431 

.Ajrner-l\!arwar 71 5,205 5,276 
Assam 604 3,433 4,037 
Sind & Baluchistan 322 3,800 4,122 

British India 32,748 282,283 315,031 
'(2) With reference t~-th-;Product-i~~ of home spun ya--;-n-th~-T~ijf 

Board in 1932 observed: "Mr. Arno Pearse: quotes an estimate of fifty 
:nil!ion spinning wheels each producing i8 lbs. of yarn annually. This 
15 ('crtainly an over-estimate and Mr. M. P. Gandhi in his book "How 
to Compete with Foreign Cloth" reduces the estimate of spinning wheels 
to five millions and the annual output of each to 25 lbs. of yarn. The 
Al?-I~dia Spinners' Association has attempted to organise the hand
sP:r1?Ing and weaving industries throughout the country. The latest 
Pllbhshed report is for the period ending December 31. 1931. In this 
report which deals with the work of fifteen months. we find that 20.000 
Spinners produced just under six million Ibs. of yarn. At this rate the 
annual output of each spinner will be about 24 Ibs. We have also seen 
a report of the progress of hand-spinning in the Mysore State in which 
We find that in 1930-31. 1.800 spinners produced nearly 37,000 Ibs. 01 
ya.'n .. We, therefore. conclude that the maximum production of a rrmnmg wheel in a year may be fixed at 25 lbs. of yarn" _ Tariff Board 
. <port on Cotton Textile Industry, 1932, Page 158. 

12 
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Foreign 
, 

Indian Total States. .' 
Hyderabad 522 13,524 14,046 
Central India 29 9,177 9,206 

Mysore 548 4,323 4,871 

Total 1,099 27,024 28,123 

Grand Total 33,847 309,307 343,154 

Of the yarn imported into India during the year ended 31st Mardi 
1936,22 per cent. came from the Cnited Kingdom, 48 per cent. from 
Japan and 30 per cent. from China. It will be seen from the figtlTl', 

given in the Table above that three-fourths of the available impor> 
of fureign yarn were consumed in the Presidencies of ~'ladras, Beng:ll 
and Bombay, Madras having the pride of place in this respect. The 
Government of Madras pointed out to the special Tariff Board (19351 
that the handlocm weavers absorb practically the whole of the cott,'n 
yarn imported into the Presidency, which consist mainly of 315. to 40,., 
515. to 60s. and 615. to 1005. while the absorption of Indian mill yarn I,y 
the handloom weaving industry is mostly of counts upto and including 
405. 

The great bulk of the yarn available for the handloom weavers, 
however, come from the Indian mills. Of the 343.2 million Ibs. of yarn 
available for hand-loom weaving in India, only 34 million are imporh'd 
from abroad. Even in :Madras which imports the largest quantity ui 
imported yarn it represents only 10.7 per cent. of the total supply. 

The Tariff 01< Yarn* 
An issue that was particularly enquired into by the Special Tarifi 

Board on the Cotton Textile Industry in 1935 was how far the haml· 
loom industry in this country is handicapped by the tariff on yarns. In 
this connection, the Government of the Central Provinces pointed (Jut 
that only 7 per cent. of the yarn imported into that area ,vas fr(,n: 
the United Kingdom and consisted of counts of 525. 625. and gO;. 
The additional duty imposed on imports of yarn, it was poin~ed 
out, has had an adverse ellect on the handloom industry in the 
Central Provinces since the manufactnre of fine saris depended 111)(111 

British yarn for its existence. The Director of Industries, Bomb:IY. 
suggested that yarn of counts over 60s. should be allowed to he 
imported at as Iowa rate of duty as possible, but the duty should be 
sufficient to prevent this yarn from competing u'ith and taking plact I-li 

Indian yarn of 60s. and lower counts. The Director of Industric~. 

Punjab, stated that the hand 100m industry needed cheaper yarn hntll 
------- --_ .. --- .. __ ._-------- ------- --- ---

• For changes in Customs Tariff on yarn from 189", vide. Table 
No. 15. "Indian Cotton Textile Industry at a glance." 
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above and below 50s" that the yams imported from the United Kingdom 
\\'t::re of tiner counts, mostly 50s. and above, and that on the whole they 
dlJ not enter into direct competition with the yarns produced by the 
s~inning mills in the Punjab. While the interests of the handluom 
weaver in that province required that prices of yarn, especially of higher 
l'lIunts, should not be increased, the Director mentioned that fine cotton 
Frns of over 70s. counts were disproportionately heavily priced. as a 
n::;ult of which the use of fine cotton yarn \\'3S giving place to cheap 
J~tpanese spun silk; if the prices of fine cotton yarns were reduced, their 
lbe by the handloom weaving industry wou"l increase. (3) 

Handloom vs. Power-loom. 
It has already been pointed out that the belief that hanoloom 

weaving is a small moribund industry inevitably doomed to be entirely 
crushed by the power-loom is absolutely erroneous and has no founda
tiull in fact. The handloom weaving industry has certain advantage~ 
u\'tT the power-100m factories, viz" smallness of capital for the outlay, 
cheapness of labour, its suitability to village-life, proximity of market, 
the facility of working in one's cottage and for one:s self, the facility 
vi taking up and leaving off the work at any time, the help frolll the 
Lllnily (not in the limited sense of the English usage) i.e., from the 
huuseholders, the absence of manifold disadvantages of working in 
mills under factory conditions being exposed to risks, accidents, vices 
et(, and other evils of industrialism, the absence of the disintegrating 
induence of the family life, the patronage of noblemen for fancy 
products in which the individual artist's skill can be appreciated etc. etc. 

There are several others also which have kept the industry surviv
ing till to-day. Sir Alfred Chatterton observes: 

"That the Indian handloom weaver though hardpressed still 
survives the competition of the power-loom indicates a 
surprising degree of tenacity on the part of the people of this 
country (. India) to maintain their primitive methods and 
hereditary occupations in the face of militant western com
mercialism." (Industrial Evolution in India, p. 105). 

The hand looms are l'apable of producing gauds of remarkable 
fil~l'ness and feel. The handwoven cloth should not, therefore, as it 
d(,cs at present, try to compete \vith mill-made doth. As Sir George 
\\·"tts appropriately pcints out: 

"The safely of the hand-loom weaver lies in the goods of his 
manufacture being of a fancy or special nature meeting local 
markets knO\\'fl to him rather than irregular commercial 
articles intended for large markets." 

c~--~~~--~-------
(3) Special Tariff Board Report (1936) page 107. 
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The handloom weaver ought to produce goods which cannot be 
made hy the power-loom such as those compoumled in an intricate' 
fashion or made in a very complicated pattern or the demand of whirh 
is irregular ami unsuitable, e.q., special Saris and Lungis of a particular 
size, shape, colour etc" so that the mill-owner would not think it worth 
his while to enter into competition with him. 

During the Special Tariff Board enquiry of 1935 it was pointed 
out that in some cases there was competition between the mill-made 
and the hand loom products, but this competition, it is well tIl 

remember, was more oue to the then existing level of duties on yarn 
and to the abnormal conditions created by the general world depression 
than to any deliberate policy of the mills to hit the hand-loom indust". 
Indeed some years ago, the Bombay 1\Jillowners Association made i, 
dear that the products of the power-looms did not compete \\·ith the 
products of the handlooms. It is further re-assuring to be told by 
the Bombay ~Iillowners Association that far from the mill-owner.; 
of India being antagonistic to the development of the hand-loon: 
industry, they are unreservedly in favour of its encouragement and 
improvement, providing as it does, now that the Chinese market fur 
the export of their yarn has been lost, practically the only market left 
to them in which they can dispose of the surplus yarn spun by them 
and nut required for the manufacture of fabrics in their power loom~, 
The written statement of the Hombay l\-fillm'lfners Association beforL' 
the Fiscal Commission also shows their sympathetic attitude towards 
the hand-100m industry. They observed: 

"The Committee are strongly in favour of the maintenance of 
the Cotton Hand-loom Industr,)'. 

"The Industry in question enabJes the agricultural population of 
1 ndia to supplement their resources and, properly organised, 
handlooms can be made to compete profitably with the 
product of the power-looms in certain styles of cloth," 

The millowners further aver that it will be suicidal on their p.lrt 
to identify themselves with a policy which would be likely to harm nr 
hamper in any way the progress of an industry which purchases frolll 
them annually about 300 million pounds of yarn. On the direct 
que::;tion as to whether there is any t.'ompetition between the will 
products and hand loom proou(:ts, the views of .M r. R, D. Hell, a 
former Diredor of Industries, Rombay, \\'ill be read \\"ith approbation 
and interest;-

"The mill industry and the handloom industry are not really 
antagonistic to one another. A great part of the output of 
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the handloom is composed of specialised types of cloth which 
are not suitabJe as regards quantity or quality, for mass 
production. The amount of direct competition between the 
mills and the handlooms is at present very restricted." 

"The handlooms provide an enormous market for mill-spun 
yarns. Probably the greatest improvement in the handloo111 
industry has been the provision of ample quantities of mill
spun yarns of all counts and of regular twist and strength in 
substitution for the irregular and usually coarse hand-spun 
yarns of fonner days." 

In this connection may be quoted the views of Dr. Radha Kamal 
:\Iunkerjee as emoodied in his "Foundations of Indian Economics" 
whlTein he observes that the notion of the competition between hand
loom and hand-weaving is wrong for the following reaSOns:-

"The hand loom does not compete with the mill, it supplements 
it in the following ways :-( 1) It produces special kinds of 
goods which cannot be woven in the mills. (2) It utilizes 
yarn which cannot at present be used on the power looms. 
(3) It will consume the surplus stock of Indian Spinning 
Mills which need not he sent out of the country. (4) Being 
mainly a village industry it supplies the local demand and 
at the same time gives employment to capitalists, weavers 
and other workmen. (5) Lastly, it will supply the long-felt 
want of an honest field for work and livelihood for educated 
Indians. H 

Improvement of Handlaam Industry. 
Having established that the hand loom does not compete with oUr 

mill industry, we shall now review the attempts made in the direction 
ni lllaking improvements in the handlooms, and consider the various 
(ha.[]gc~ ~n their organisation, method etc., that may be necessary for 
mallltammg and strengthening their position in the economics of 
doth production in this country. We will turn firstly to fly-shuttle 
1001115. 

Fly-shuttle looms are recognised to be from 50 to 100 per cent. 
more effective than ordinary handJooms. But OUr weavers have been 
'we". in the past to taking kindly to the ny-shuttle looms for 
reasons of higher price and shyness of handling newer types. That 
unly coarse yarn which will not snap readily can be used for the warp 
un the fly-shuttle loom is an old exploded belief, and Mr. Chatterton 
says that fine counts can be warped easily. The bUlk of .the yarn used 
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in the Salem factory is between 60 and 100 counts and warp in evtn 
higher counts can be done. Mr. Chatterton says:-

"If the fly-shuttle hand-loom is to be largely used in making 
finer classes of native goods, the improvement that shot:;d 
be sought for is not so much in increasing the rate of pickillt:, 
which is already quite fast enough but in improving tIl\.: 
details of holding and the working of the slay, so that tl" 

operation of weaving subjects the comparative deJiC:r!c 
threads to the minimum of strain." 

Mr. Chatterton found that the daily average outturn of hand· 
looms has only in one instance exceeded 30 picks per minute, and ill 
weaving fine cloth 20 to 25 picks per minute may be considered vcry 
good work. Mr. Churchill of Ahmednag-dr was able to make 60 pi,"; 
a minute at Ahmednagar, and this is an extraordinarily good. result. 

There has also been an increased production of between 25 to iO 
per cent. as a result of the introduction of improved fly-shuttle 100m,.' 
The fly-shuttle looms have come to be largely used in the Tan'il 
districts. In the Hyderabad district, the number of fly-shuttle 100111. 

is 84,392 while there are only 31,042 other looms. Nearly two-thirds 
of the hand-looms in Bengal are with fly-shuttle. Increased Use of 
fly-shuttle looms is visible in almost all provinces and this is a pruof 
of the fact that their efficiency is being recognised of late and apprecia' 
ted by the weavers. If the fly-shuttle hand-loom and its accessories 
were made available at a little lower price, and if they were kept 
within easy reach of the weavers, I believe it will come into more 
general use. 

If the hand-loom industry is to hold its own and regain any 
ground that it may have lost in recent years, it is necessary to hl'p 
down costs. The want of organisation and the hosts of middlemen 
who in the retailing of yarn and sale of cloth make huge profits 111;]" 

the hand-loom cloth dearer than the mill-made ones. Besides, the l'ri
mitive method of the hand-weaver is also re!:iponsible for this. Tlli~ 

general introduction of the fly-shuttle alone should increase the profit b, 
at least 30 per cent. The individual 'rveaver suffers because he is carry
ing on a complex series of operations without recognition of [he 
advantages of sub-division of labour. '1'0 improve the lot of the 
weavers, they ought to be induced to accept outside assistance, which 
can be effectively rendered by the establishment of hand-loom weal ing 
factories, co-operative societies, and kindred means, whereby they 
would be freed from the clutches of the money-lenders, and thu; b< 

• Industrla! Evolution in India-Alfred Chatterton, page 238. 
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able to dispose of his products through better marketing organisations 
in a profitable manner. 

Besides these, the following methods of improvements in the 
industry may be tried: (a) Active encouragement for the starting 
of large hand-100m factories by the Government who have so far kept 
al1 attitude of laissez faire. (b) Establishment of Technical Institu
ti"ns. (c) Demonstration Stations, etc. (d) Propaganda, Central 
Buying Agency, Sale Rooms, etc. (e) Organising of Exhibitions where 
their goods can be displayed. (f) Propaganda for popularising hand
loom products and for bringing to the notice of the people the lasting 
qualities of hand-made cloth. (g) Reduction of transportatiun charges. 
t./:) Abolition of duties by Municipalities in big towns on hand-woven 
doth in order to encourage its use. (i) Imposition of adequate pro
tcctive duty on imports of foreign cloth. And (j) Elimination of 
competition with mill-made products by prohibiting mil1s from manu
facturing certain kinds of cloth, which are the speciality of hand-looms. 

In this connection, it is also gratifying to note that, of late, the 
Go\-errunent of India and the Provincial Governments are taking 
inlTcasing interest in the welfare of the Handloom industry in India. 
In 1934, the Government of India announced their decision to spend 
about Rs. 5 lakhs every year for five years for the purpose of improving 
the handloom industry in India. At the Seventh Industries Conference 
held at ~ew Delhi in October 1935, the Hon'ble Sir Frank Xoyce stated 
thaL a sum of Rs. 5,76,000 was allotted to the Provincial Governments 
for L'xpenditure on approved schemes during the seventeen months from 
:i('ITmber, 1934 to March, 1936. Apart from this, the various pro
lineial governments had also spent about 10 lakhs of rupees during 
19,3"-35 on various schemes for the development of the Handloom 
ind:l:-:-try in their respective provinces. It was announced that the grant 
irom the Central Government for 1936-37 would be equivalent to the 
grants of 1935-36 with an addition of 20 per cent. in each case. This 
nteant that the grants for 1936-37 to the provinces would amount to 
R, ".66,000 leaving with the Government of India a sum just under 
R" 3~,000 for other purposes. At the Eighth Industries Conference 
held in December, 1936, it was decided to grant the same amount for 
the Icar 1937-38 as for 1936-37, with the addition of five grants of 
I{" -1.000 each to Bihar, c.P., Assam, Sind and Orissa to enable them 
to ;'btal finishing plants. A sum of Rs. 5,000 was also granted to 
:\.\\·.I"~.P. from the reserve to meet a portion of the cost of installing 
a r.:kndering machine. Among the various schemes \vhich are now 
Ilein,~ activity pursued in the various provinces are (1) Central depots 
fur the supply of yarn to weavers; (2) Peripatetic demonstrations 



96 INDIAN COTTON TEXTILE INDUSTRY 

among vil1age weavers showing improved methods and introducing new 
designs and improved appliances; (3) l\larketing systems for the sale 
of handloom products; (4) Provision of Sale depots, Sale Agen:;, 
Exhibitions, Publicity and Co-operative Societies etc. etc. It is, ho\r. 
ever, necessary that the Government should spend increasing amOUEI~ 
on schemes for the development of the Handloom industry in vie\\" 
uf its importance in the national economy of India, offering employment 
to no less than 2,5 millions of workers* in the country. 

Prospects of Handloom Industry. 

In an age in which mechanical inventions are the prime factor in 
economic progress, it is difficult to realise that in certain lines, hand
made goods are unsurpassed in excellence by the products of modern 
machinery. Apart from all questions of design, quality and variety, 
there is admittedly something in the very feel of hand-woven cloth. 
which makes an appeal to the puhlic in all countries_ The Indian 
handIoom industry has always demonstrated this superiority OYer 

power looms, but popular recognition has been slow and difficu1t (15 

the poverty of the average Indian compels him to make the smallne,; 
of intial cost the paramount consideration of all his purchases. The 
decline of the hand loom industry is also due to the fact that the 
machine-made goods have a semblance of cheapness and the pU\J\:c 
are thereby irresistibly drawn towards them. The hand loom products are 
not necessarily and usually more expensive than machine-made goods, 
especially if the lasting qualities etc. are considered, inspite of the 
cheapness claimed by the latter due to large scale production and use 
of their machinery. Even though the price of hand-loom cloth i~ in 
the initial stages a little higher than mill-made cloth, the people should 
encourage hand-loom weaving by purchasing such cloth, in appreciatirw 
of the fact that the only way in which the poor millions of thi
country can be helped, is by providing work for them when they ;tre 
idle and that this can be done by engaging their sen'ices in a 
supplemental industry like hand-spinning and w-eaving_ The develop
ment of the hand-loom weaving industry will, in turn, also encourage 
other industries in the villages, e.g., spinning, dyeing, ginning, carding 
etc. Resides, the fact cannot be ignored that it would not be pos5ible 
for the agriculturists except when they are in the lowest extremity, t(l 

go in sean'h of work outside, and the only method of bringing about 
an amelioration in the condition seems to be to place some work \vithill 
their reach in their villages. This can only be done by giving the 
necessary impetus to the development of small-scale industrie:", likr 
hand-,,"eaving and handspinning. Even Dr. A, L. Bowley and 
---'Vide, Census Report 1931.-



THE HANDLOOM INDUSTRY 97 

'Ir. D. H. Robertson observed in their report on "A Scheme for an 
Ec·"nomic Census for India" that the question of subsidiary occupa
til~:ls is very important in India and it is a point for consideration as 
to how far such occupations are deserving of a certain measure of 
Pl1blic support both on the economic ground, that they are adding to 
the ,urn total of economic activity and on the broader grounds of their 
5o,';al value. Hand-spinning and hand-weaving are such industries 
whil'h are best calculated to do this in India." Stressing the importance
of the spinning wheel whii..:~ provides an excellent subsidiary occupa
ti,,.. ~lahatma Gandhi observed in September, 1934, "It is a handmaid 
of ;:!griculture; it is the nation's second lung." 

The importance of hand-spinning and hand-weaving industries in 
Inrlia cannot be underestimated; for its merit consists chiefly in its 
ab:~ity to add to the income, howsoever small, of a majority of India's
population who are forced to remain idle for over six months in the 
n:ar. The poverty of the Indian masses is proverbial and the average 
na:iunal income of an Indian has been estimated at only about Rs. SO
pl':' }·car.* Any addition to this small income of the poor millions of 
thi~ country ,,,",ould be very welcome as it would keep them from 
st<il"\·ation and penury and would give them a better standard of Jiving. 
;\~ pointed out above, hand-spinning and hand-weaving are admittedly 
ht:!'d to be proper subsidiary industries ,· . .-hich can provide a suitable 
ol't'upation and income to a large section of the poor agriculturists. 
TLv Khaddar movement sponsored by .Mahatma Gandhi, seeks to
make India independent of foreign supply of piecegoods and yarn, and 
in Jning so, it has given a great stimulus to the hand-spinning and 
ha".l-\\"eaving industry. The All-India Village Industries Organisa
t!Oil. established by the Indian Kational Congress under the guidance 
oi :llahatma Gandhi in November, 1934, is also doing its best to 
di.'\:l'lop th.=s.e ancient industries of India, and to add to the purchasing 

. • !he .sross per capita income of India was estimated by Dadabhai 
1\0'''°11 at Rs. 20 in 1871, by Lord Curzon at Rs. 30 in 1901, by Sir B. N. 
Sarma in the Council of State at Rs. 86 for 192\, by Prof. K. T. Shah 
at E,. 16 for 1921 by Sir M. Viswesarayya at Rs. 15 for 1919 and by 
~L ,cs. Shah and Khambata at Rs. 71 lor 1921-22. The Indian Statutory 
~(\;:-.:nission has estimated the per capita income of an Indian at Rs. 110 
In '.929. Compare with this the income of other countries in the pre~war
penod: ___ 

13 

United Kingdom 
United States 
Germany 
Australia 
Canada 

japan 
ndia 

£ Rs. 
50 750 
72 \'080 
30 450 
54 810 
10 600 
6 90 

H 36 



98 INDIAN COTTON TEXTILE INDUSTRY 

power of the masses by providing occupation for them. This whole· 
some movement deserves the strong support of every capitalist, labot:r 
leader, merchant, politician, economist, and even of Great Britain,* 
as any improvement in the purchasing power of Indiall:s (who constitute 
nearly one-fifth of the world's population) will give a great fillip to 
the industries of the world which are yet in a slow process of recover~\·. 
If the suggestions made in the previous pages for the improvement UI 
the handlaom industry in India are given effect to, there is no reaso)} 
why the handloom industry of India should not continue to hold its O\m 

against mill-production, both Indian and foreign.--

• In 1929. Mr. Phillip Snowden. Chancellor of Exchequer of Great 
Britain remarked that if the purchasing power of India is increased by 
6 shillings or roughly Rs. i it would relieye the unemployment problem d 
Great Britain because being a huge country that India is of 30 million 
people, any little addition to her average national income would mean a 
huge total purchasing power, 

... For a detailed discussion of Handloom industry, See Mr. M. P. 
Gandhi's "How to compete with foreign cloth" (A study of the position 
of Hand-spinning, Handweaving and Cotton Mills in the Eonomics of 
doth prod ucHon in India), with a foreword by Sir P. C. Ray, and by 
Mahatma Gandhi (for the vernacular editions) . 

.. Also vide, Memorandum submitted by Mr. M. P. Gandhi on 
.. Future of Hand-spinning and Hand-weaVing in India" to the Tariff 
Board, 1932. (Pages 228 to 232, Tariff Board Report Vol. III.) 



The Cotton Mill Industry 
(From 1914 to 1937) 

On the eve of the Great War in 1914, India ranked as the fourth 
greatest cotton manufacturing country of the world. It redounds to
th, credit of the Indian Cotton Textile Industry that it rose to that 
remarkable position only in the course of some sixty years. They were,. 
ho,,';cver, no years of plain sailing for it. As a matter of fact, the history 
(;{ the industry during these sixty years was not one of continued 
pr\lgress, but was marked by several adverse factors. The Industry 
had to contend with opposition from the powerful Lancashire interests, 
berause the emergence of a cotton mill industry in India meant a sort 
oi (leath-blow to Lancashire's monopoly in the Indian market. From 
rht \'ery beginning the industrial magnates of Lancashire resented the 
risC' of a cotton mill industry in this country and in order to placate 
tht-t>'" however, the Government of India had, on some plea or other, 
to ililpose an excise duty on indigenous cotton manufactures; but that 
is another tale which has been told in another section of this monograph. 

x ow the question is, hO\'v· could the industry make s~ch a fairly 
raI-.id progress in the face of stern opposition from Lancashire? The 
causes, however, are not far to seek. It was the good luck of the 
industry that its early pioneers were mostly men of Western India. 
It \\:as the ample financial resources, and determination of the \\Testern 
Im::an entrepreneurs that enabled the industry to surmount the various 
diifl,:ulties that confronted it in its early stages. Another very impor
tanl force that was at work was the widespread national consciousness 
a\L:!"ened by the Swadeshi movement oi 1905. The intense fervour 
oi nationalism that had swept over this country gave a fillip to the 
In,bn Cotton Textile Industry. This will be readily seen from the 
toll· :wing table illustrating the addition of new mills and equipments 
dUi:ng each of the quinquenniums since 1876-80:-
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Year "ew :-Olills ]I; ew Spindles Xew Looms 
( In Thousands) 

1876-80 9 361 4 
1881-85 31 684 5 
1885-90 50 1,129 7 
1891-95 11 535 12 
1896-1900 25 1,136 5 

1901-05 2~ 218 10 
1906-10 66 1,032 31 
1911-15 9 653 24 
1916-20 -19 ---85 11 
1921-25 M 1,747 35 
1926-3v 2 801 28 
1931-35 17 361 17 

A glance at the table \vill show that the maximum expansion (,f 
the industry during any single quinquennium in the pre-war peril)'! 
took place during the Swadeshi movement of 1905-10. In the wai" 

-of this phenomenal progress there came in, however, a spell of reactlfJl:. 

The quinquennium 1911-15 was one of breathing space for the 
industry. The industry made comparatively very little progrt':-,~. 

The outbreak of the Great War (1914) was the beginniJ1~ 

of a period of fluctuating fortunes to the industry. During 
the rears 1914-20 the industry witnessed unprecedented pn,,
perity, but it could not expand its mechanical strength on accOUlli 

of the difficulty of obtaining ne,,,,' machinery and plants from abrotid, 
As a matter of fact in 1920 the industry had actually less spindles alld 
less mills than what it had in 1914. The revival of t'" 
Swadeshi movement under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi in 19.21 
again brought in a period of rapid development in the Ind;~!l1 

textile industry. Its achievements during this period were phenomen:d. 
There 'vas an addition of no less than 84 new mills, 17,47,000 nCI\" 
spindles and 35,(X)() new looms. This proves conclusively once again 
the important part that the swadeshi sentiment had played in ,," 
growth and development of the cotton mill industry in India. Th, 
next quinquennium (1926-30) saw the abolition of the obnoxi,,:,; 
excise duty and the grant of protection to the Indian Cotton Texl;h; 
Industry. But that was also a period of extreme difficulty for the 
industry, and consequently from the point of view of the addition Id 
new mills, its progress during this period ,vas an exceedingly poor 01:':, 

-although there was a remarkable increase in the number of nell' 

looms and also that of new spindles. The second phase of the Gan!;hi 
movement in the early thirties once again imparted a fresh stimulu~ to 
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the birth of new mills, which during the quinquennium ending 1935 
llumbered 26, while new looms and nc\v spindles respectively numbered 
1',.000 and 374,000. 

The progress of the industry since 1914 is shown in the following 
t«.i·le:-

Year 

1914 
1915 
1916 
1917 
1918 
1919 
1920 
1921 
1922 
1923 
1924 
1925 
1926 
1927 
1928 
1929 
1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1935 
1936 

Xo. of 
)!ills 

271 
272 
266 
263 
262 
258 
253 
257 
298 
336 
336 
337 
334 
336 
335 
344 
348 
339 
339 
344 
352 
365 
379 

No. of 
Spindles 

No. of 
Looms 

A,-". )lo. of 
Hands 

Employed 
daily 

(I nTh 0 usa n d s) 

67,78 
68,48 
68,39 
67,38 
66,53 
66,89 
67,63 
68,70. 
73,31 
76,27 
83,13 
85,10 
87,14" 
87,02 
87,04 
89,07 
91,24 
93,11 
95,06 
95,81 
96,13 
96,85 
98,57 

1,04 
1,08 
1,10 
1,14 
1,16 
1,18 
1,19 
1,23, 
1,34 
1,44 
1,51 
1,54 
1,59, 
1,61 
1,66 
1,74 
1,79 
1,82 
1,86 
1,89 
1,94 
1,99 
2,00 

2,60 
2,65 
2,74 
2,76 
2,82 
2,93 
3,11 
3,32 
3,43 
3,47 
3,56 
3,67 
3,73 
3,83 
3,60 
3,46 
3,84 
3,95 
4,03 
4,00 
3,85 
4,15 
4,18 

Cotton Con
sumed in 000s 
of bales of 
392 lhs. e Ich 

21,43 
21,02 
21,97 
21,98 
20,85 
20,44 
19,52 
21 ,20~ 
22,03 
21,51 
19,17 
22,26 
21,13. 
24,17 
20,09 
21,61 
25,73 
26,33 
29,11 
28,37 
27,04 
31,23 
31,10 

With these preliminary remarks about the progress of the 
industry, let us now turn to a detailed study of the condition of the 
Tr:dian Cotton Textile Industry in the post-war period. 

Just 011 the eve of the Great War, the condition of the Indi~n 
l.'<liton Textile Industry was far from being satisfactory. The cffcd 
\,f the acute depression, owing to serious famine conditions in certain 
P;~:-t~ of India and the collapse of credit due to the failure of certain 
f:'''lks in Bombay in 1913, continued to be felt by the Cotton Textile 
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Industry in 1914. A dozen mills stopped working for some time an·j 
at the close of the year, the accumulation of stocks \"as not CQunte!'

balanced by any substantial off-take. The war with Germany cut short 
the supply of chemicals and dyes and greatly hampered the loed 
industry. In the year 1915, the continuation of the ,Var aggravated 
the difficulties of mills in India, and a number of spinning mills ill 
Bombay had to go into liquidation owing to the diffiClllty of finding the 
necessary finance for those mins which had suffered from the L;l 
in prices of yarn in China. In 191'5-16, however, a greater demand 
for coloured and bleached goods led to a satisfactory off-take of stock. 
and helped to ease the situation. The total exports of twist ",vi 
yarn increased by 20 per cent. in quantity and 10 per cent. in value 
China waS the principal consumer, taking 140 million pounds value I 
at Rs. 595 lakhs. The years that followed were years of unusu,·j 
prosperity for the industry, which may be set down to the follow in, 
causes: (I) The curtailment of shipping reduced the imports ('" 
foreign piecegoods from Europe; (2) another distinct advantage w;:, 
the absolute stoppage in the receipts from enemy countries; (3) tile 
increased outlet for the production of Indian looms in l\1esopotamia. 
Iraq, South Africa and Gennan East Africa. 

E,'en in this period of increased sales and extended markets ivr 

Indian mill-made goods, the small beginning which had been made b., 
them in the export of coarse yarn to the Cnited Kingdom was cut oj 
by the embargo placed on the imports of Indian yarn into the Unite'.1 
Kingdom on the ground that the freight was not sufficient for th' 
purpose and was more urgently required for the transport of W::f 

material. Inspite of the fact that Lancashire deri"ed her 
supplies of coarse yarn mostly from the Continent which were tht::l 
no longer available, the Government of the United Kingdom decided 
to stop the imports of coarse yarn from India. 

The year 1917 saw the welcome revival of the yarn trade wilh 
Egypt, Persia and principally with China from which the demalid 
for Indian yarns was fairly good for the first eight or nine mont;1~ 
of the year; but the disorganisation of the yarn market consequent.·n 
the continuous advance in the price of silver (which reached the higil 
level of 53d. in September, 1917) combined with the devastation cau'cd 
by the great floods in ::-.; orth China, soon reduced this revival of trade 
in Indian yarns, It was aJso checked by the shortage of freit.:-Ill 
experienced by Indian concerns in transporting yarn to China, i il 

contrast to their difficulties, Japanese shipping lines were giving e\'l"Y 
facility for the carriage of cotton from India to Japan which was ui 
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(tltlsiderable assistance to Japan in enabling her to capture the yarn 
rf"de with China, and thus being in a position to ouSt Indian imports 
ircm China. Freight rates to the United Kingdom for cotton from 
D( ,mbay were higher by over 90 per cent. Even though the year waS 
Ot!e of prosperity for the Industry owing to the rapid increase 
in prices. the extreme shortage in tonnage prevented the Indian 
industry irom pushing its goods in the East African markets. 
Ut!H::r minor difficulties \",ith which the mills had to contend were 
~h, ,rtage of coal, and the enormous rise in the prices of aniline dyes, 
bit-aching materials, chemicals and other sizing ingredients. The mills, 
hO\\"ever, found it possible to overcome these handicaps by reason of 
thl: high rates which they \vere able to obtain for their goods in the 
10(;d markets, where there was a good demand for country-made goods. 
The value of the exports of Indian yarn totalled to Rs. 750 lakhs 
al .. J the increase of Rs. 570 lakhs in the value of the exports of 
Iwlian yarn was accounted for by the rise in prices. The exports 
oi Indian pieeegoods were valued approximately at Rs. 506 lakhs. 
Tice greater volume of exports (which was double that of the preced
iJl,~- year and nearly three times the average exported during the pre
\\";,r quinquennium) and the higher vrices realised were responsible 
;1): the increase of Rs. 259 lakhs in value. It was found that Indian 
gr;.:~· goods of the coarser counts of yarn, chiefly of grey shirtings, 
grey drills and some classes of dhoties, competed mainly \\-'ith imported 
gu"ds. 

The abnormal prosperity of the industry in 1917 did not continue 
in 1918, but it could certainly be said to be a prosperous year inasmuch 
a~ ,he production and export of Indian manufactures of cotton were 
mr.h above the pre-war average, although it did not touch the high 
lerd reached in the previous year, presumably owing to the check the 
(Ol1~Umers placed on their requirements because of the soaring prices 
0; doth manufactured from dearer raw staple. The production of 
)'a:n fell to 661 million pounds from 681 million pounds in 1916-17. 
T11::; was refle~ted in the reduced vulume of exports oi yarn to foreign 
cuulltries, the total quantity exported being 122 million pounds, a 
d',:case of 28 per cent. as compared with 1916-17, and of 37 per cent. 
1m;] the pre-war average. 

One result of far-reaching importance of this sudden boom 
!n indian yarn prices \vas the rapid displacement in China of Indian 
\0-. ;,nd 125. by those of Chinese and Japanese mills, and those recently 
trued in China had well-nigh completely captured the Indian trade 
in i6s. and 20s, but Japan had not yet turned its attention to the 
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manufacture of lOs. and 125. owing to her machinery having bet:! 
designed for medium counts. However, with soaring prices of Indi;jll 
lOs. Japan took to shipping 105. and 125. herself, and effectivel: 
penetrated the Chinese market. 

The exports of India-made piecegoods were more than douhle 
the pre-war average, amounting to 189 million yards or more than L, 
pcr cent. of the quantity imported from Lancashire. Prices were highe:
than [hU5e in the previous year, and consequently there was an increa,;\:, 
of Rs. 120 lakhs in value, though the quantity exported was less. TI·.·, 
production in 1917-18 rose by more than 500 million yards, or b:. 
46 per cent. above the pre-war average. 

The highly speculative condition of the piecegoods market durin" 
the year brought about a crisis among the cultivating classes in BengJ 
which necessiated the appointment of a doth controller by Government. 
and the decision to manufacture" Standard" cloth by the mills. TIl!' 
had a depressing effect on the market and prices fen rapidly. Other 
causes a1so contributed to this end, the chief among the!~~ 

being the prevalence of wide-spread famine conditions in India, thl' 

sudden change in the \Var situation, with the resulting panic due ;," 
the possibility of the conclusion of peace and the dumping of Japane,,· 
cloth in the local markets. 

The chief features of the import trade in yarn and piecegoods ! ,j 

the year 1918-19 were a large increase in the quantity of cotton t"';~; 
and yarn and a large d~crease in piecegoods, the figure for the forn,":" 
being 38 million Ibs. The year also witnessed a large increa~', 

in the imports of yarn from Japan, and a decrease in ti,l' 

"l7nited Kingdom's share. Japan supplied O\'er 27 million Ibs. or ;~ 
per cent. chiefly counts 165. to 205. and 31s. to 50s. against 4 milli, :1 

pounds in ]9]7-18. In regard to Indian piecegoods. exports ~nd pi" ,
duction were ahO\'c the pre-war average. The reductiun in expw> 
of yarn was much greater than the decrease in produttion, counts 1~. 

to 20s. accounting for 95 per cent. of the total. The trade with Chi:;;, 
received an impetus from the news of an embargo placed on exp(l"':~ 
from Japan causing a rise in yarn prices in China, and the spinn;;:,~ 

section had a good time, the rise of silver making the Chirh"-t' 
exchange favourable to us. The year 1919-20 was marked by ."1 
enormous shrinkage in the quantity of imported twist and yarn, t'le 

total being lowest since 1866-67. It was during this year that Bomb ~y 
mills reduced the hours of work from 12 to 10 without any reduction 
mpay. 
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From the year 1920 the fortunes of the Cotton Textile Industry 
began to sink very rapidly. During 1920-21, the fall in cxchang-e 
!In lught about a serious crisis in the industry. Large orders for piecc
,~n,)ds had been placed in the Cnited Kingdom at a time when exchange 
\q~ high, but by the time that deliveries came to be made, the exchange 
h':Hi fallen and importers in India were faced with enormous losses. 
Th,'\" had banked on the stability of the rupee at 2s. gold, but the 
~irnl1!taneous fall in exchange and in rupee prices was one of the Il1any 
Jb111 Irma! features of the year's trade. It was resolved that no fresh 
ht1~itless was to be entered into and payment for British goods already 
;m i I'ed was postponed until the exchange ~hould reach 25. per rupee, 
and for Japanese piecegoods, until exchange had reached Rs. 150 per 
100 Yen. Owing to the comparatively small range of goods 
in which Indian mills competed with Lancashire, they could not 
lah' advantage of the temporary cessation of orders from Lancashire: 
The exports of yarn from India to China were seriously afft:cted by 
:he famine in that country which accounted ior her taking only 63 
million pounds. 

The year also saw the rise of the old Swadeshi movement and 
lht.' L'ult of handspun and hand-woven" khadi .. ,vas at its height, the 
dl'I:1:lnd being so great as to raise the rates from 13 as. and 14 as. 
lo I~e, 1-2 per tb. 1t adversely affected the sale of unbleached fancy 
<!;')I"l ... , as also bleached goods, though not to the same extent. It was 
,tI~1 J reflected in greater imports of finer t\l,rist and yarn. spun from 
illll:':-l'r stapled Egyptian and American rotton, such yarn being mOre 
,uil:thle for hand-weaving than yarn made from T ndian cotton. 

I n the following year 1922, the conditions arising out of the inabi
lit\' ,)f lndian pie('egoods merchants to meet their h..:avy cornmitments, 
I,'ulltinueu to operate as a bar to revival of trade and Indian distributing 
(tl!tres ,,,ere, as a result seriously overstocked. The trade in yarn 
\\';1:- disapIJointing as prices failed to respond to the rise in cotton 
\\h\,'h led to the mills' margin of profits being reduced till it almost 
rl';ll'hed vanishing point at the end of the year and as goods were 
dit11l'ult to move even at low prices, there was a general accumulation 
"i ~tfll'ks. The curtailment of exports and the seriously I-educed 
i'lIf1. hasing power of the country in general caused a depression to 
, \ \:rT,ake the market. It was again in this year that Japanese piece
';(ll'i1:-, were 'imported at prices which fOfl'ed down the rates for Indian
'!lad\..' goods. There ' .... as an increase in the number of spindles in 
L'i"'11 which were being worked to their full capacity. 

14 
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The year 1923 was the beginning of the period of depression, ami 
was marked by violent fluctuations in the prices of both raw cott(ill 
and finished article which made the position of the mills ven' 
uncertain. In the imports of yarn of counts from Nos. Is. to 205. Jap;;n 
sent 12 million pounds out of a total of 13 million pounds. She th\" 
became a strong competitor with Indian mill-made yarns. The export 
trade in yarn for the greater part of the year was very disappointin~, 
the Japanese earthquake in September causing a revEval and some ri~e 
in prices. The Indian industry also turned its attention to the 
production of mill-made khaddar, to take advantage of the Swade,hi 
spirit. 

During 1924, the demand fur Indian mill-made cloth was neWr 
active owing to the continued fall in prices and the increasing imports 
of Japanese goods. Stocks therefore continued to accumulate. 

In the year 1925, the imports of yarn from Japan continued to 
increase, being as high as 32 million lbs, whereas she had only 2 I'" 
cent. of the trade in 1913-14. In local production of yarn, there "as 
an increase of 16 per cent. over the previous year, being most marked 
in counts from lIs. to 305. India's yarn markets, Persia, Aden, Sy:ia 
and Egypt preferred finer yarns and this demand had given a stimulus 
to the production of finer yarns. China again reduced her demands 
for yarn, buying her requirements from local mills, particularly f[{IIll 

Japanese mills round Shanghai. The total production of Indian piec'" 
goods increased to nearly 2,(}(X) million yards, but only a small portion 
of the total quantity produced was exported. 

Fiscal Policy of the GOVt'rnment 
It would perhaps be interesting and instructive to trace the fi:"lill 

poli,'y of the Government at this stage. In the year 1916 it ",", 
considered unwise to go on with "uncovered deficits" as the \YilT 
continued. The general rate of import duty was therefore incrc;L~ed 
from 5}.! per cent. to 7}-:; per cent. but cotton goods were not touched" 
Sir \Villiam l\Ieyer"s apology for not raising the cotton duties Ira' 

due to the desire to avoid all contentious questions \"hen the Emjlirt' 
was invoh"ed in the perils of the war. Sir Ibrahim Rahimtoola 1ll,)\"e1i 
an amendment to raise the duty from 30 per cent to 6 per cent but i: 
was lost by the official majority. In their anxiety to avoid a CO!,lrv

vers), between Lancashire and India, the Home Government ~tnllk 
at the politically weak point, viz .. [naia, by refusing a perfectly k~it1" 
mate demand" In 1917-18, in view of the taxation required for tht 
making of the special \\-.'ar contribution free gift of Rs" 100 milli()l1~ tl' 

the Imperial Treasury, the Government of India were permittt"li [ll 
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raise the import duty on piecegoods from 30 per cent. to 70 per cent. 
and assimilate it to the general tariff rate while leaving the excise at 
3}~ per cent. The measure was welcomed as a wholesome departure 
in the fiscal policy of the Government and as a step towards righting 
what was universally regarded as an economic wrong. Lancashire 
agiLltion, ho\vever, at once revived. :Mr. Austen Chamberlain, the 
,hen Secretary of State for India, stood firm and refused to budge 
an inch from the position whkh he had taken up in supporting the 
GO\ ermnent of India in this matter. "The London Times" had the 
io!lowing remarks on the revival of the Lancashire agitation:-

"The Indian cotton excise duty has always been politically, 
economically, and above all morally indefensible. It has 
been deeply resented from the outset and has remained 
an open sore. The plea that "the poor Hindu" will have 
to pay more for his clothing is merely nonsensical. At 
the bidding of Lancashire, the Hindu peasant has had 
to pay more for his clothing for twenty years because, 
although it is made in his own country, it is subject to 
an excise duty." 

In 1921-22, the general rate of import duty was increased from 
7~.: per cent. to 11 per cent .and also on cotton goods, while the excise 
duty remained at 30 per cent. An import duty of 20 per cent. was, 
hU\I;ever, imposed on mill machinery and stores used in spinning and 
weaving. There was again a severe agitation set up by Lancashire, 
but Mr. Montague, the Secretary of State for India, boldly declined 
to interfere with the newly conferred right of the Government of 
India to consider their interests first so long as they were in agreement 
\vitlt their legislature on the subject. In 1921-22, there \ ... ·as a deficit 
oi Ji- crores of rupees in the budget and it \ ..... as not possible to continue 
liri;lg on credit. Though no change was made in the cotton duties and 
exci::;e, a duty of 5 per cent. \ ..... as placed on yarns which were hitherto 
exempt. Mr. Seshagiri Iyer look up the case on behalf of the hand
luom weavers against the impo~ition of duty on yarns but in view 
of the financial exigencies his opposition was of no avail. Resides, 
sin.:c 1921 the dyeing, sizing and finishing materials were assessed to 
c1uty at 15 per cent. and this added considerably to the cost of pro
dUCtion of cloth in the country. 

It will be interesting to review here the operations of the Excise 
Dury. The amount in lakhs of rupees realised through Excise Duty 
from the Cotton Mills in British India from 1913-14 onwards is given 
ill the following table:-
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Year Amount 
in lakhs of Rs. 

1913-14 5'U8 
1914-15 49.40 
1915-16 49.25 
1916-17 44.61 
1917-18 7620 
1918-19 138.17 
1919-20 155.14 
1920-21 23092 
1921-22 219.16 
1922-23 187.34 
1923-24 156.51 
1924-25 217.66 
1925-26 146.60* 
1926-27 36.95* 

The history of the opprobious Excise duty has been dealt wi;], 
in a previous chapter \\there it was shown that the introduction of th~' 
Excise duty had its origin in the behest of the Lancashire Cottl!lI 

interests. The majority memhers of the Fiscal Commission Iii 
1921-22 made the following observation in favour of the immediate 
~Ibolition of the Excise duty: 

., This tax has from the first been regarded as a conspiLuou~ 
example of politic<11 domination being used for purpo.:.t'~ 

of economic domination. The charge against the COtt(111 

Excise of J nelia is primarily and essentially that it In" 
not been levied "by consent of the estate," and the cbim 
is that till that consent is freely given, the exisc shoul.l 
not he levied. \\'e recommend therefore that the existin,~ 
cotton Excise duty should in ,oil'w of it:' past history ;llld 

ass(l(Oiations, be Hnrcscr1xd(v condemned, ancI that llll' 

Government of India should frankly express their de~in' 
to clean the slate." 

The minority of the Indian Fiscal Commission suggested that thl' 
hest way to replenish the reservoir was to stimulate industrial dcyclnp
ment hy a policy of protection :1Od (~ited in this connection the r:l~t' 

of the l'nited States of Amcric;) and Japan. ~in('e 1924, the DOlllb:IY 
Millowners' Association and the various Chamhers of Commerrc \\"crt' 

* The excise duty on cotton manufactures was suspended froID 
1st December. 1925. and abolished in 1926. by the Repeal 01 the Cotton I 
Duties Act II 01 1896. 
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urging upon the Government of India the great necessity of freeing 
the cotton industry from the burden of the Excise duty. It was argued 
th't the duty deserved to be abolished on the following grounds:-

1. Confinement of the duty only to one industry; 
2. The ratio of the Excise duty to the manufacturing costs; 
3. The subsidiary taxation borne by the Cotton indu~try; 
4. The growth of foreign competition in the T ndian piecegoods 

trade. 

The 11illowners' Association also brought to the notice of the 
Gc\"ernment of India that when the Cotton Excise duty was first 
imposed, the Indian mills were chiefly exporters, amI since that time, 
;i:' a result of the development of the cotton industry in Chin:l and 
Japan, the unsuitable currency policy of the Government, the high cost 
oi ir~ights, the excessive taxation on the Indian cotton mills and the 
inrre~sed cost of machinery and labour, the foreign trade of India had 
pr,\((ically disappeared with the result that only the r ndian market was 
Iti~ to the Imlian mills, and that even this market stood the danger 
ni Ileing lost to the r nclian mills on account of the Japanese competiticlIl. 
It is significant to nute that inspite of the Japanese mills ha\'ing to 
Jlurchase their cotton in India and to defray the cost of its transport 
til Japan in its raw state and back again in the manufactured slate, 
the Japanese goods could afford to pay an import dUly of 11 per cent. 
;u,d undersell the r ndian products in Indian markets. The reasons 
j(lf this state of affairs were ascribed by the Bombay l\lillowncrs' 
\""oriation to:-

1. Cheap female labour in Japan; 
2. Longer working hours; 
3. State aid; 
4. Low freight rates; and, 
S. Lesser taxation on the Japanese mills. 

A resolution moved by Seth Kasturbhai Lalbhai recommending 
in the Governor-General tn Council to take early steps to auolish the 
,Ill' Cotton Excise Duty was adopted by the Indian Legislati\'e assemhly 
ir: J')2-l. The Bombay l\.Iillowners' Association brought out at this 
JUllcture two well written pamphlets called (1) A short History of the 
E':,-i,e Duty on Colton goods, and (2) why the Cotton Excise Duty 
,h'luld be aholished. The suspension of the Cotton Excise Dutv was 
In-IJught into effect from the 1st December, 1925, as a prelude ~to its 
t"t'li abolition in the budget in :'.Iarch, 1926. The Cotlon Excise Duty 
~tl)()d condemned on all hands from its inception on political and 
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economical grounds, but the Government paid no attention to it fer 
a period of 30 years inspite of the unanimity of public opinion dgain~l 
the Excise duty and the utterance~ of persons of authority and weight. 
Due to the vigorous campaign carried on by the Bombay ,MiHllwIlcr.-; 

Association as a result of the severity of the Japanese competiti"i: 
which they experienced after 1922, the Government were compeJled 
to abolish this duty. In reply to a deputation that waited on Hi, 
Excellency, the Viceroy, hom the Bombay'and Ahmedabad Millowner; 
Associations, His Excellency, the Viceroy, had suggested that the Tariel 
Huard might be asked to enquire into the conditions of the Cotton 
lmlustry in India for the purpose of determining whether it was ill 
need of protection and, if so, what modifications were required in the 
Tariff duti~s whether on imports generally or on imports from parti
cular countries. In reply to this suggestion of His Exee11ency. thl' 
Viceroy, the Bombay ~Iillowners' Association stated in October 192~. 
that the Association might ask possibly for an enquiry by the Tariri 
Boaru if the Cotton mill industry found itself in need of protectiU:l 
against competition from countries which ignored the \Vashingtull 
Conventions regarding hours of labour or which enjoyed indirect 
benefits O\ .... ing to depreciation in Exchange or other circumstance:,. 
The suspension of the Excise duty in December 1925, was found 
insufficient by the industry to offset the advantages that Japan h"J 
over I noian millowners owing to the depreciation in Exchange, douL!~ 
shi ft work, employment of female labour at night, indirect subsidil':'. 
low rates of freight etc. That the industry was in difficulties, even tht 

Government of India could not deny, and they recognised that 
Japanese l\Iillowners had an advantage somehow over the Indian mill
owners. But, in their opinion, there was no prima facie case ma(~e 
out for a Tariff Board enquiry. The Bombay ~Iil1owners' Association 
at a general meeting passed a resolution requesting the Governmlllt 
of India to un<lertake a comprehensive enquiry by the Tariff Bo;trd 

into the 1.'3USes of the present depression in the Bombay Cotton Textde 
industry. After a thorough consideration of this question, the Govern· 
ment of India published a resolution on the 10th June 1926, accepting 
the proposal of the Asso('iatiun for an enquiry by the Tariff Bu;tnl 
and appointing a Tariff Board* with the fo11owing terms of 
reference:-

,. The personnel of the Tariff Board was:
President:-F. Noyce, Esq., e.s.1.. e.B.E., J.C.S. 
Members: - N. S. Subba Rao, Esq .• M.A .• Bar-aI-law, Principal 

and Professor of Economics, Maharaja's College, 
Mysore. 
Rai Bahadur, Pandil Hari Kishen Kaul, I.C.S .. C.I.E. 

Secretary:-Caplain D. F. Keegan. 
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1. To investigate the condition of the cotton textile industry 
in India, with special reference to the industry in Bombay 
and Ahmedabad; 

2. To examine the causes of the depression in the industry 
and to report whether they are of a temporary or 
permanent character; 

3. In particular, to consider whether, and if so, to what extent, 
the depression is due to the competition of other 
countries in the home and export trade; 

4. To report whether, having regard (i) to the fact that the 
industry has long been firmly established in India, and 
(ii) to the interests of the consumer and to all other 
interests affected-

(a) the industry is in need of protection, and 

(b) if so, in what form and for what period, protection 
should be given; and 

S. To make any recommendations that are germane to the 
subject. 

The Bombay and Ahmedabad ~lill-owners' Associations submitted 
their written memoranda to the Tariff Hoard laying stress on the 
nc:essity of immediate action by the Government to grant protection in 
it~ hour of need to the Cotton l\litl Industry which, in the words of 
tho: then Viceroy, Lord Reading, was "the greatest ami certainly 
the most typical Indian industry in India." The chief factors 
tb;:t were confronting the industry at that time might be summed up as 
ioilows:-

1. The loss of China trade in yarn to which reference has 
already been made. 

2. The entirely ill-suited currency policy of the Government. 

3. Unfair competition from Japan in home amI foreign 
markets. 

4. Jncrease in costs of manufacture under different heads, viz., 
labour, stores, power, municipal, provincial and imperial 
taxation, insurance, interest, etc. 

5. High Railway freights. 

The Tariff Board conducted a detailed enquiry into the condition of 
th, 'ndustr),. Their Report was published somewhat late in June 1927. 
Tic Board infer alia reported in paragraph 91 of their Report that 
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they were agreed that in addition to the protection afforded by the 
then import duty of 5 per rcnt. on yarn and 11 per cent. on cloth. 
a moderate measure of protection would be justified for such period 
as the labour conditions in Japan continued inferior to those in lndiC!, 
The ).Jajority of the Tariff Doard recommended the raising of the 
import duty on cotton piecegoods from 11 per cent. to 15 per cent. 
for a period of 3 years and the payment for a period of 4 years 0: 
a bounty of 1 anna per lb. Of its equivalent on yarn of 32's and 
higher counts based on production of an average of 15 per cent. n;' 
the total working spindlage in a mill. The President of the Tari:~ 
Board. (!\J r. Frank :!\oyce), however, recommended an increase of -~ 

per cent. only in the duty on cotton yarns and piecegoods imported 
from Japan. It is a matter of considerable regret, however, that the 
Government of India expressed their inability to accept any of the 
major recommendations for the protection of the industry from the 
unfair competition of foreign countries amI only agreed to abolish till" 
import outy on the principal mill-stores amI to consider the propo~:ll 

for establishing tl combined dyeing, bleaching and printing factory 
after ascertaining the views of the Local Government and of tilt.' 

Indian mill industry in Bombay and elsewhere. The Government oj 
I noia also stated in their resolution that on the facts as found 
by the Tariff Hoard they were stltisfied that no ca.se had been esla
hlished for a general increase in the duty as a measure of protectillll. 
This unfortunate decision of the Government of India met wi;h 
strong dissatisfaction of the general puhlic ano. the millo\\.'ners, alld 
evoked bitter ami widespread indignatiun throught the countr: 
~lany deputations \\/aited on His Excellem:)', the Viceroy, and many 
n:prcsentations were made tu the Government requesting them [II 

revit'w their decisions and tu grant protection to the industry, TIll' 
alteni ion of the Government \ .... as also invited to the statement madc 
l.Jy the Tariff Board on page 174 of the Report where they agreed 
that an undoubted temporary handicap had been imposed on the 
industry by the stahlisation of the rupee at is, 6d. The exchall~e 

value oj the Yen which was at its gold parity when the Report \\"J' 

written dt'l..'lined materially, thus rendering- the position of the indu..:!ry 
in relation to Japan even more difficult. A~ a result of strong ;:Igital i,)il 
an(1 prop;Lganda carried un by the r:olllbay .JlillowI1crs· Associati"Il. 
the Govt'rnlllent of India puhlished a Press Communique on the 
16th ..\ugu~t. 1927, giving- their revised dc(isions by which thl..'.\ 
dcci<iLd to impose a spe(itlc dUly of 1 ~ annas per lh. on all imporh,d 
yarn unle:,-:, its value excccded Hs. 1-14 per lh. in which (a~e the 
duty would he 5 per rent, ad "'a/or-t'UI,, this arrangement to remain III 

force till 31st March 1930, for the reason that under the Japane;e 
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"c(ory Law, night work by women would be prohibited from 1st July 
1'29, and as it was then expected that all yarn produced by mills 
""ploying women on night work would be off the market before the 
30th March, 1930. 

The Tariff Board also recommended that there was much room 
i,lr improvement in the methods of supervision and management of 
the l\.1anaging Agents and made several suggestions in paragraphs 
;(;-71 of their Report indicating precisely the lines in which the 
improvements were urgently required. The Tariff Board further 
,uggested that the overcapitalisation of the Bombay Mills had con
tr;!1Uted to accentuate the depression in Bombay and also remarked that 
the dividends paid by the Bombay industry during the boom period 
wcre unduly high. 

The Bombay Millowners' Association had been taking action on 
,",cral 0 f these suggestions, But the years 1928 and 1929 were 
periods of grave troubles to the textile industry in Bombay. The 
,llh"antage derivable from the increased duty was neutralised largely 
Ily the 18d. ratio which was unquestionably a substantial aid to 
iorcign imports, and the textile industry felt the disability very 
kcvnly. What is more, the serious labour troubles and continued lock
()llt~ in Bombay mil1s during 1928 and 1929 had disastrous consequences 
on the cotton textile industry. especially in Bombay where the Cotton 
1Ili!\s experienced the longest strike on record in the history of the 
iWlUstry in 1928 when almost all the mills were affected. The 
Ilhlustry approached the Government for relief several times in one 
iorm or other. There were repeated requests for giving some protection 
t() enable the industry to tide over its difficult period of depression 
which was growing from bad to worse in the meantime. At the same 
time competition from Japan in the pieccgoods trade grew more and 
m1j!"C severe. In consequence, the financial position of the Bombay 
~Ilils continued to deteriorate. In July, 1929, the Government of India, 
apl'ointed Mr. G. S, Hardy, the Collector of Customs, Cal~utta, 
tu examine the possibility of substituting the system of specific 
Julies in place of the ad valorem assessment of cotton piecegoods. 
H .. , was also asked to investigate, among other things, "what changes 
hJ.\'t~ taken place since the Tariff Board reported, in the volume of 
lIl'iJOrts, classes of goods imported and the extent and severity of 
l:x~ernal competition with the products of the Indian mills." 

:VIr. Hardy's rewrt was published towards the end of ~ ovember, 
1929, The conclusion to which Mr. Hardy arrived after a careful 

15 
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consideration of the question, statistically and otherwise, was that Ojl 

administrative grounds a change from the existing ad 1/alorem SYSI.LIL 

of assessing duty was undesirable. Mr. Hardy also pointed out, id,', 
alia, that Japan and Italy were becoming serious competitors with h.di" 
and that Lancashire \vas losing ground. This can be seen from ihl 

fact that while the import of piecegoods from the United Kingd'-'Ill 
in 1913-14 was 3,100 million yds., it fell to 1,550 million y<is .. 111 

1927-28, whereas during the same period, imports from Japan ;-()~C 

from 9 million to 323 million yards. In other words during 1hi, 
period of fifteen years, the imports of piecegoods from the Unit,,' 
Kingdom declined by SO per cent., and the trade lost by the l: lli led 
Kingdom was mostly gained by Japan. The recommendations of lIlr 
Hardy regarding the unsuitability of specific duties were ~l1i1" 

emphatic and he made no secret that a system of specific duties wa~ 
impracticable. Immediately after the publication of this repori, " 
Conference of millowners was held at Delhi in Dember, 1929. 011 

the invitation of the Government of India to discuss the issues ra:~ed 
in the Report. The Conference was unanimous in its opinion as to tht 

necessity of additional protection to the industry. The Governmeni U: 
India, after a full and detailed consideration of all the aspects oi tl" 
case, finally decided in 1930 to raise the revenue duty on cotton piC'", 
goods from 11 to 15 per cent. and under the Indian Cotton Texti[, 
Industry (Protection) Act, 1930, they imposed an additional , I"': 
cent. duty on cotton piecegoods imported from countries other than 
the United Kingdom, and a minimum specific duty of 30 annas pe 
pound on plain grey goods whether manufactured in the L"n;t,rl 
Kingdom or elsewhere. 

When these alterations were made in the duties, it was J1nut' 

clear by the Government of India that the increase in the duty ()Il 

cotton from 11 to IS per cent. was dictated by consideration..: Lli 
revenue alone, and, indeed, the Hon'ble the Commerce 1'1ember du;"ing 
the debate on the Protection Bill of 1930, stated that "the immcd'atC' 
object (of the Bill) was the preservation of the industry or an iIll[,,,rt
ant section of it and not its ultimate development. The latter l;<linl 

is reserved for consideration during the Tariff Board's enquiry which. 
if the provisions of this Bil1 are accepted by the House, wou]: hL" 
held in the year 1932-33." It was therdore clear that the addil'"n,[ 
protective duty was meant merely to provide a temporary shelter undtr 
which the Cotton Textile Industry, specially in Bombay, might be :!bk 
to urgani!;e itself, but it must be mentioned, however, that as a iu1: 
measure of protection against external competition, it was of no ::YJp 

The industry continued to decline, and it was only certain fortuitoU' 
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tirc'urnstances which enabled it to drag on its existence. The first 
and foremost of them was the revival of the spirit of Swadeshi which 
led LO a spontaneous and unqualified patronage of mill-made goods. 
Secondly, owing to the beginning of a great World-wide depression, 
it was found necessary in the ordinary budget of 1931 to increase 
'rom 1st March, 1931, the duties on cotton piecegoods manufactured 
-Ii) in the United Kingdom to 20 per cent., and (ii) and 
elsewhere to 25 per cent. leaving the minimum specific duty 
of 3Y, annas per pound unchanged. By another Finance Act 
all all round surcharge of 25 per cent. was imposed from 
Se[.tember 30, 1931,-thus raising the duty on goods manufactured 
in the United Kingdom to 25 per cent. ad valorem (at which 
rate it had since then continued till it was reduced to 20 per 
ccot. in August 1936 on the recommendation of the Special Tariff 
Buard on the subject). The minimum specific duty all plain grey 
goods, whether manufactured in the Coited Kingdom or elsewhere 
lias raised to 4-;1-8 annas per pound and the duty on other goods if 
n<or manufactured in the United Kingdom to 31X per cent. At the 
same time the duty on cotton yarns \vas increased to 6},i per cent. 
ad ,'aiorem or I-Ys annas per pound whichever was higher. By these 
two Finance Acts of 1931, the duty on artificial silk yarn was raised 
fi:st to 10 per cent. and then to 18j4 per cent. while the duty on 
artificial silk piecegoods and artificial silk mixtures were raised to 
;0 ~er cent. and 34-;1-8 per cent. respectively in September 1931 after 
being subject, for the previous seven months, to a flat rate of 20 per 
cent. 

But so far as external competition was concerned the advantages 
tn the mills of these substantial increases in duties were greatly set 
off by the steep fall in the value of the Japanese currency in terms 
oi rupee since December 1931, when Japan went off the Gold 
S"ndard. On December 10, 1931, that is to say, only two days 
be;"re the abandonment of the Gold Standard, the value of the yen 
w", Rs. 210 to 100 yen. A week later it came down to Rs. 170. 
By February 1932, it reached Rs. 132, the mint par. But the yen 
\\.~'. not stabilised even at that level. It came down and down till it 
retched somewhat a sticking point around Rs. 80,~an extremely low 
k\'d in terms of the £ with which the rupee is linked. Taking 
Jd\:l.ntage of this abnormal depreciation of -her currency, Japan had 
bt~un' to dump on India huge quantities of Japanese goods at 
extr~mely uneconomic and ridiculously low prices. This affected the 
Indian mills greatly. 
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At this stage, it would perhaps be useful if an attempt is made tu 
trace the growth of the Indian Cotton Textile Industry from 1926-2i 
to 1931-32. The followihg table gives the production of yarn in 
Indian Mills from 1926-27 to 1931-32. 

Yarn spun in Indian Mills 
(Millions of lbs.) 

Counts 1926-27 1927-28 1928-29 1929-30 1930·31 1931·32 

1-10 114.64 105.98 78.89 105.46 113.59 116. fI9 
11-20 401.04 388.82 303.14 387.92 400.15 445.15 
21-30 248.31 263.07 213.01 271.82 259.69 293.% 
31-40 27.66 33.76 37.49 46.37 60.75 71.0i 

Above 40 11.53 11.14 10.03 1528 27.31 34.00 
Wastes 3.94 6.17 5.73 6.71 5.79 5.24 

Total 807.12 808.94 648.29 833.56 867.28 %Ii.'l 

As compared with 1926-27, the figures for 1931-32 sh(m 
increased production of nearly 160 million lbs. or just under 20 pc, 
cent. There had been only very slight increase in the production of 
yarns of counts 30s. and below, whereas in yarns of counts above 305. 
the production increased by over 160 per cent. Further, in 
1926-27, more than 40 per cent. of the yarn spun in India was spun 
in Bombay mills, whereas in 1928-29, owing to the disastrous labour 
troubles in Bombay, this percentage has been reduced to about 24 
per cent. with the result that Bombay was able to capture ollly 
a portion of the business it lost in those years. The increase in the 
production of finer counts of yarn is a notevv"orthy feature of the 
industry during all these years. As against this, let us examine the 
figures of imports of yarn from the various countries from 1926-27 
to 1931-32. The following table gives the figures of imports of prn 
from the Vnited Kingdom, Japan, and China as against the total from 
all countries:-

Imports of yarn irom all countries 
(I n ~I illion lbs.) 

Year rnited Kingdom Japan China Total from 
all countries. 

1926-27 20.11 26.62 .93 49.42 
1927-28 20.56 16.97 12.04 52.34 
1928-29 23.09 7.63 11.49 43.77 
1929-30 20.11 10.87 10.49 43.88 
1930-31 10.31 6.89 11.72 29.14 
1931-32 11.91 621 13.22 31.58 
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A study of the above table will show that whereas the United 
Kingdom and Japan together were responsible for about 95 per cent. 
oi the total imports of yarn into India in 1926-27, in 1931-32, the 
quantity of imports from these countries put together came to about 
57 per cent. It will also be seen that this fall has been more or less 
due to imports of grey yarn from China which eliminated a greater 
purtion of Japanese imports. It will also be noted that the total fan 
in imports of yarn in 1931·32 as compared to 1926-27 has been about 
35 per cent. 

Coming to the production of piecegoods by the indigenous mills, 
one finds a progressive increase in production during this period. 
The following table gives the production of piecegoods in Indian 
mills from 1926-27 to 1931-32 classified under the two main heads 
Di Grey and Bleached, and Coloured piecegoods:-

Indian Production (Million yards) 

Year Grey and Coloured Total 
Bleached piecegoods piecegoods 

1926-27 1,577.2 681.5 2,258.7 

1927-28 1,675.0 681.6 2,356.6 

1928-29 1,409.6 483.7 1,893.3 

1929-30 1,814.9 604.1 2,419.0 

1930-31 2,003.5 557.6 2,561.1 

1931-32 2,311.1 678.8 2,989.9 

Some of the lines in Grey and Bleached have shown great expan
sion, such as, Dhutis, 585.7 million yds., in 1926-27 as against 964.5 
million yds., in 1931-32, Drills and jeans 79.7 million yds., in 1926-27 
as against 103.2 million yds., in 1931-32, Cambrics and lawns 3.4 
million yds., in 1926-27 to 43.3 million yds., in 1931-32, Shirtings and 
lUlIgcJoth 580.5 million yds., in 1926-27 as against 790.9 yds., in 
1931-32, T-cJoth, domestics and sheetings 93.3 million yds., in 1926-27 
to 154.4 million yds., in 1931-32, etc. The total increase in the produc
tiOll of piecegoods in Indian mills from 1926-27 to 1931-32 works out 
to u\,er 30 per cent. 

. In regard to the import position of piecegoods, the following table 
gl\CS the quantity of piecegoods imported from the United Kingdom, 
Ja~:tn and the total from all foreign countries from 1926-27 to 1931-32 
,hell'n against the indigenous mill productiolL 



lIS INDIAN COTTON TEXTILE INDUSTRY-

Imports of piecegoods & Indigenous production 
(In million yards) 

Year United Japan Total from Indian Mill 
Kingdom all countries production 

1926-27 1,467 244 1,788 2,259 
1927-28 1,543 323 1,973 2,357 
1928-29 1,456 357 1,937 1,893 
1929-30 1,248 562 1,919 2,419 
1930-31 523 321 890 2,561 
1931-32 383 340 776 2,990 

It will be observed that the peak year was 1927-28 in which the 
imports reached the record figure of 1937 million yards which is the 
highest figure obtained since the war. After a slight decline in the 
following two years, there was a steep fall in 1930-31 and 1931-32 IV 

which several causes are attributed. such as the general slump in the 
world trade. political conditions in India when the spirit of Swadc,\'/;i 
ran high etc. While the import from the United Kingdom iell 
heavily from 1,467 million yards in 1926-27 to 383 million yds., i .. , 
less than 114. in 1931-32, Japan actually increased her share of import 
in the Indian market from 244 million yds., in 1926-27 to 340 mil):,," 
yds., in 1931-32 i.e., more than 113., after jumping to the peak figure 
of 562 million yds., in 1929-30. 

When the Cotton Industry Protection Bill was introduced in the 
Legislative Assembly in February, 1930, it was stated on behalf of 
the Government that the effect of the duties would be examined by a 
Tariff Board after a lapse two years. Accordingly the Government 
of India in their Resolution ~o. 431-T (150) dated the 9th April, 1'.'.12 
announced the personnel and terms of reference of the Tariff Hoard.' 
The Board was requested to examine the following questions and to 
make recommendations:-

(1) Whether the claim of the Indian cotton textile indust,,' to 
protection has been established; 

(2) If the claim is found to be established, in what form pro~cc' 
tion should be given and to what extent; 

(3) If it is proposed that protection should be given by me"n' 
of import duties-

• Personnel of the Board. 
Presidenl:-Dr. I. MatthaL 
Members: - Mr. F azal Ibrahim Rahimtoola 

Mr. G. T. Boag. C.I.E .. I.C.S. 
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(a) whether the same rate of protection is required against the 
competition of goods manufactured in the lTnited King
dom as against the compeittion of goods manufactured 
elsewhere; and 

(b) what rates of duty are recommended in respect of:

(i) cotton piecegoods; 
(ii) picegoods made wholly or partly of artificial silk, and 
(iii) cotton twist and yarn, according as they are manufac-

tured-

A-In the United Kingdom, 
B-Elsewhere. 

The terms of reference evoked the strongest protest all over the 
,,,untry on the ground that there appeared to be no precedent of this 
character in references to the Tariff Board of various industries for 
t"quiry into the grant of protection. It was thought that such 
r,'stricted terms of reference would prejudice the case of the Indian 
industry against foreign competition either from the Cnited Kingdom 
(1[" from any other country. Even the Cotton Industry Protection Act 
"i 1930 imposed a differential rate of duty by which goods coming 
frnm the United Kingdom had to pay lower rates of duties than piece
g\;OUS from other countries. This eJement of discrimination evoked the 
~trongest opposition in the Legislative Assembly and there was 
pI.1clica! unanimity with regard to the question of adequately protect
il;~ the industry against foreign competition either from (j. K. or 
ir'JiTI Japan. 

Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya, the then Leader of the 
Upposition, went so far as to suggest that the present plight of the 
industry was due to the Government of India not taking a(tion in time 
alld he averred that the Indian industry \vould not have been in the 
Illost deplorable condition in which it fuund itself, if adequate protec
ti,," had heen afforded to it immediately after the 1927 Tariff Board 
n·~II)rted. At that time, speaking un behalf of the Government, the 
ll'nl'ble Sir George Rainy stated inter alia, 

"Let me turn for a moment to an aspect of the case whkh has 
111.:en very frequently referred to by previous speakers, I mean 
·.hether this is Imperia! Preierence or not. ..... When they sa)' that 
they are nut asking the House to ac(ept Imperial Preference as 
,r principle, they are undoubtedly asking the House to approve in this 
I '<Irticuiar l"aSe the imposition of duties, which will give preference 
,ll British goods." ... " nut at the same time, we say that we do not 
;A the House to accept IrnperialPreference as a principle ... "." 
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Inspite of these assurances, the terms of reference to the 1932 
Tariff Board sought to incorporate this principle of the differential 
rates of duties on piecegoods imported from the United Kingdom and 
on other foreign countries. Even though the Government did not 
admit it in plain words, the principle of Imperial Preference was 
actually embodied in this scheme, and the commercial community and 
the public in India had no doubt whatsoever that this principle han 
come to stay in our textile tariff system,-a fact which has been 
confirmed by subsequent and latest developments. 

Hardly a few months had elapsed since the appointment of this 
Tariff Board when the cotton industry was faced with a serious menace 
from Japanese imports. The depreciation of Japanese currency, of 
which mention has been made in a previous paragraph, since the begin
ning of 1932 had led to a remarkable increase in the imports of 
Japanese piecegoods at prices which were likely to render ineffecti,'e 
the protection intended for the Indian industry. There was a commo, 
tion all over the country and the Indian Cotton Textile Industry urged 
the Government of India to take immediate steps to prevent dumping 
of Japanese piecegoods in the country to the detriment of the Indi;," 
industry, The Rupee-Yen exchange which stood at about Rs. 136 to 
100 yen in March, 1930, when the Cotton Textile Industry (Protection) 
Act was passed, reached the highest point on 8th and 9th Deceml.er 
1931, viz. Rs, 206.25 to 100 yen and from 11th December, 1931. on, 
wards when Japan placed an embargo on the export of gold from Japan. 
the rate of exchange fell rapidly, The average rate for January 19.12 
was Rs. 144,46 to 100 yen, for February, 1932, Rs. 135.9 to 100 yen 
and so on touching the alarming rate of Rs. 106.5 to 100 yen in 
July, 1932. With the fall in the Rupee-Yen exchange, the price of 
Japanese goods fell rapidly and consequently the imports increased as 
can be seen from the fact that while in June, 1931, the total quantity 
of piecegoods imported into Bombay from Japan was 12 million yards, 
in May, 1932, the imports increased to 15 million yards, and in June 
1932, the figure jumped to 28 million yards. This was surely alarming. 
The Government of India had therefore to take immediate action and 
in their Resolution dated 25th July, 1932 referred the question to the 
Tariff Board, which they had previously constituted, asking then: to 

undertake an immediate enquiry with the fol1owing terms of 
reference :-

To report whether cotton piecegoods not of British manufacture 
are being imported into British India at such a price as is likely to 
reoder ineffe<:tive the protection intended to be afforded by the duty 
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nposed on such articles under Part VII of the Second Schedule of 
,," I ndian Tariff Act, 1894, by the Cotton Textile Industry (Protec

::,,11', Act, 1930, to similar articles manufactured in India; and, if so, 
',; consider-

(a) to what extent, if any, the duty on cotton piecegoods not 
of British manufacture should be increased and whether 
in respect of alI cotton piecegoods not of British manu
facture or in respect of cotton piecegoods, plain grey only 
or of cotton piecegoods, others, only; 

(b) whether the duty should be increased generally, or in 
respect of such articles when imported from or manu
factured in any country or countries specified; and 

(c) for what period any additional protection found to be 
required should be given. 

The Tariff Board reported in August, 1932 to the effect that the 
kple~'iation of Japanese currency since beginning of 1932 had led to a 
'I'Illdrkable increase in the imports of piecegoods from Japan at very 
"I\" prices and that additional assistance should be given either in the 
:'!!"Ill of a system by which the tariff values of piecegumls might be 
.dju"ted to counteract the effect of the depreciated exchange, or by 
;,{isiilg the ad valorem duty on cotton piecegoods from 31;li to 50 per 
,"l. The Tariff Board also pointed out that Japan was the only 

,'oun! ry whose currency waS so depreciaed as to endanger the scheme 
"i protection for the Indian industry, and that the low prices at which 
.hptlnt:se goods were being imported were such a menace that, in case 
'::c Indo-Japanese Trade Convention of 1904 debarred the Govern
":-enl from raising the duty upon goods of Japanese origin alone, the 
Ih:rClsed duty should be applied to all goods not of British manu
;;ll'ltlrt:. The Government of India accepted the Tariff Roard's find
:ng- d iacts, and they took po\~ier under section 3{S) of the Tariff 
.\ct to alter the specific duty on plain grey goods as well as the ad 
:alor,lIl duty, and directed that until ~Iarch 31st, 1933, the duty on 
"I' p;"cegoods not of British manufacture should be raised from 317'1 
j1er n.:nt. to 50 per cent. ad valorelll, the minimum specific duty on 
i,lain grey goods being raised from 4:111 annas to SY-i annas a lb. 

In its Report on the main terms of reference, which was signed 
'·n X<lvember 10, 1932, and which was published as late as 1934, 
'he Tariff Board observed that although there was an increase 
'n the number of mins at work as also in the production 
Iii both yarn and cotton piecegoods. and a decline in the imports of 

16 
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yarn and piecegoods, yet the majority of the mills in India would fino 
it impossible. without protection to realise any profit on capital or 111 

. find adequate sums for depreciation and in many cases even to !lIlT: 

the whole of their out of pocket expenses. The Board pointed out th", 
the continued depression of the industry in Bombay was bouml tfl 

depress prices throughout the country. The immediate result of ;: 
serious decline in the production of the Bombay mills, such as mig!r 
result from the withdrawal of protedion, will be a substantial increa,l' 
in imports, That mills in other parts of India cannot adapt their prrJ
duetion to the varying requirements of the market with the flexihilit.1 
and quickness which are characteristic of the Japanese industry '.Id' 

shown by the experience of the years 1928 to 1930, when producti"" 
of the Bombay mills was curtailed by strikes. Among the cause, ,,; 
depression in the industry, the Board referred to the rapid strides ,};'U, 
hy Japan in technical efficiency, the unfair competition caused by tlte 
depreciation in the exchange value of the yen and the general econ"Il1i\' 

depression since 1929 which had reduced the purchasing power of the 
consumer and necessitated a substantial cut in prices. The Be·ard 
further pointed out that the introduction of protective duties 011 

piecegoods in 1930 prevented a greater fall in their prices than Ira

explained by the fall in the prices of raw cotton. The reduction ,i 

purchasing power diverted the demand from the high priced to the lUll 
priced goods, and so favoured the 1 ndian industry, which wa:; al51 
assisted by the Sl(.'adcshi movement. The Board, however, madt i: 
dear that the withdra\\'al of protection before the depression was past 
would cause a serious setback to the industry. 

The Board pointed out that the only practicable methorl of tixin~ 
the measure of protection \\'as to base it on the the di fference be1\n:t'I 

the fair selling price and the pri,·e actually realised by the I"di,,, 
mills. The Board \\'as of opinion that effective protection tn the 
industry could only be given by specific duties, and for such purp,,;e, 
it would be unnecessary to have more than four classes: (i) plain ~re,\ 

(ii) bordered grey, (iii) bleached and (iv) printed dyed and co)",,,·,, I 
woven with duties of 5 annas

J 
5 annas 3 pies, 6 annas and 6 ;, 'lJ);!, 

4 pies per pound, respectively or the ad 'valorem rate of revenue \\ ~lidl" 
ever was higher, applicable both to cottton goods of British ant! "Oil· 

British manufactures, A reduction of specific duty on yarn to 1 ann:t 
per pound and its restriction to counts 50s. and below wa, 
recommended. 

Although the Government of I ndia generally agreed with the <"011· 

c1usions of the Tariff Board in regard to the grant of adequate 
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protection to the industry, yet they could not take any immediate action 
un the same, as the cOUrse of events subsequent to the submission of the 
Tariff Board's Report had made it necessary to examine the expediency 
oi lhe measures recommended by it. We have seen that in t:unformity 
with an interim recommendation of the Board the Government of 
India had in August, 1932 raised the import duty on cotton piecegoods 
not of British manufactures from 31Y. per cent. (the duty fixed by 
the Cotton Textile (Protection) Act of 1930, plus llY. per cent. addi
tional duty levied by the Finance Act of 1931) to 50 per cent. ad 
<!<lhm:m and the minimum specific duty on plain grey goods not of 
Ilr.lish manufactures from 4;}i to 5~ annas per pound. These 
~11(reased duties \\'ere to remain in force till l\Iarch 31, 193.3, and were 
nol subjected to the surcharge imposed by the Indian Finance (Supple
II1ciltary and Extending) Act of 1931. The process by which the 
Ta;'iff Board had arrived at the ad valornll duty was as follows: II In 
our calculation we assume the net import price (ex. duty) of piecegoods 
In '.larch 1930, to have been 100. We take into account the protective 
(lury on non-llritish piece-goods at 20 per cent. and we leave out of our 
~e(kuning the surcharges introduced for purely revenue purposes, We 
put the fall in the price of raw cotton since March, 1930 at 32 per 
cent. taking Broach in March 1930 at Rs. 250 and the current average 
rate for July·August delivery at Rs. 170. The proportion which 
the cost of raw cotton bears to the selling price of finished 
piecegoods has been taken approximately at 40 per cent. in the classes 
lJi goods similar to those made in Indian mills. We find the fall in 
:he rupee-yen exchange since March, 1930 to have been 22 per cent. 
taking the March 1930 rate at 136.6 and the current rate at 106." 

Net Price Duty 
ex. duty 

Price of Piecegoods in March 1930 100 20 
Corresponding prices at current 

price of cotton 100 minus 40 by 
321100 - 87 17 

::\et price at current yen exchange; 
87 minus 22 per cent = 68 

Ilnty required for fair selling-price: 
104 minus 68 - 36 

Equivalent ad valorem rate of duty: 

Fair Selling 
Price 

= 120 

- 104 

36168 by 100 = 53 per cent 

J:ut by the time the ad valorem duty had come into operation and 
the 'rariff Board's subsequent recommendation as to the imposition of 



lNDIAN COTTON TEXTILE INDUSTRY 

specific duties was made, the yen hacj further been depreciated, S0 as 
to nulliiy both the measures. The rupee-yen exchange in .lui) 
1932 on which the Tariff Board had made their caleulat:'.m 
was Rs. 106. But in September when the duty came Wiu 

operation, the rate had come down to Ks. 86. When the Tarit' 
l:loard submitted its main Report the ad valorem duty \vas operati, '':, 
but its ineffectiveness waS conclusively shown by the fact that de:-1Jile 
the uperation of the duty the imports of piecegoods into India during 
the period had increased cent. per cent. Thus in X ovember 1 '3.32, 
the imports of piecegoods into India amounted to 50 million yards \IS 

against 23 million yards in September 1932. 

The effectiveness oi the duty having been nullified by further 
depreciation of the yen the Government of 1 ndia hesitated to take :::1)" 

prompt action On the Tariff Board's main re(ommendations, alth()Hg-h 
as pointed out above, they generally agreed with its main conc1usiulb 
The repercussion of the depreciated yen on the indigenous indu:->iT) 
was, however, so severe that many of the Bombay mills belonging tu 
such big organisations as the Sassool1, the Currimbhoy and FiLla) 
gruups decided to dose down. The situation was becoming graver day 
by day. so much so that in their Annual General ~leeting in 1 '13,) 

the Associated Chambers of Commerce unanimously passed a re~ulu

fion urging the Government to take immediate measures for Ieyying 
emergency duties to protect the indigenous industry from the unfair 
competition of J apant!se dumping. The Indian Chambers of Cum
merce in the country also lodged vehement protests with the GOYcT!l
ment of India. The Government could not postpone action on rhe 
matter any further, and in the middle of 1933, the CommenT 
Department issued the follov,,-ing notification: 

"In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (5) of section 
3 of the Indian Tariff Art, 1894 (VIII of 1894) and in supersession oi 
the notincation of the (;overnment of India in the Department oi 
Commerce Xo. 341-T (164) dated the 30th August, 1932, as ame"d,,, 
by ~otitication :\0. 3·H-l' (5) 33 dated the 31st ~Iarch 193.,. the 
Governor-General in Council is-pleased to increase the duty charg~'lhk 
under Part V II of the Schedule to the said Act on the articles spe,,,ied 
in the annexed table to the extent set forth therein. 

Arlicles u.';lh number of enlry in Pari V II of Ihe second 
Scht'dulc under 1i/hich duty is chargeable 

Cotton piecegotX.ls (other than fenb of not more than nine )',lrd., 

in length)-(A) Plain grey that is not bleached or dyed in the l'le,~, 
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i r" imported in pieces, which. either are without \\-'oven headings or 
(,mtain any length of more than nine yards which is not divided by 
l!-anSVerse woven heading. Not of British manufacture. 

(B) Others-Not of llritish manufacture 

Present rate of duty. 
5X annas per lb. 

50 per cent. 

Increased rate. 
6)/, annas per lb. 

75 per cent. 

The imposition of these emergency duties undoubtedly represented 
f!:t'cemeal action on the part of the Government. And one really 
wunders why the Government of India instead of affording full 
rh,'aSUre of protection to the Indian Textile industry as was urged by 
the Tariff Iloard, should have preferred to adopt such half-hearted 
n~~asures in the matter of protecting it from the onslaught of Japanese 
lumpetition. The reason is not far to seek. The problem of the 
gr-'Jwth of the Indian Cotton Textile Industry Vls·a-'t.'lS the 
imports of textile goods into this country had assumed by 
this time international significance, It was no longer a 
q\\estion of India 'l'ersus Lancashire, but that of India ~'crsus Lanca
shire and Japan. Hitherto the policy of the Gowrnment of India 
\us to afford that degree of protection to the Indian textile industry 
as was consistent with the interests of Lancashire, If we just 
rtier to the terms of reference of the Tariff Board which made an 
(,Il'luiry into the question of protel,tion to the industry in 1932, we 
\\"i}:.J.ld find that they were so framed as to suggest differential rates of 
duties on pieceguods imported into India from the enited Kingdom as 
agdinst imports from Non-British countries, \Vhal is more) the 
cuntinued depreciation of the Japanese currency and the consequent 
dumping of Japanese goods into India only confirmeu the view of 
the Government of India that they were justified in adopting 
Oilfl:rential rates of duty on U, K, goods as against Japan, But in 
the face of the Indo-Japanese Trade Convention of 190~, 
nu specific action could, of course, be taken against Japan, 
The: Government of India had, therefore, to take time to think 
')\1,.';. the matter. The imposition of the anti-dumping emergency duties 
Irtftrred to above) paved the path for further action by the Govern
t11tllt in this matter; and this was immediately followed by the 
GU\'l:rnment of India giving notice to Japan for the termination of the 
hId'i-Japanese Trade Convention of 1904, This upset Japan, and in 
re'cntrnent Japan threatened to retaliate ag-.linst this by boycotting the 
pur,'hase of Indian Cotton. 1vfeanwhile, negotiations had com
Illt:lh.:cd between the two countries for the conclusion of a fresh 
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trade agreement. The new Indo-Japanese Trade Agreement was con
cluded on January 7, 1 Q34, and it came into operation the yen 

next day. It was based on the most-favoured-nation-reciprocal-quoLI 
basis, and its object was to protect the Indian Textile Industry from 
the onslaught of Japanese competition by putting in a quantitatiy\.: 
limitation to the imports of Japanese piecegoods into this country awl 
at the same time ensuring a secured market for Indian raw cotton in 
Japan. 

Indo-Japanese Trade Agreement. 

The main provisions of the Agreement may be sununarised as 
follows. That the two countries shall reciprocally accord the "most
favoured-nation treatment" to the article, produce 9T the manufacture 
of the other country. The Government of India shall have the rigbt 
to impose or vary from time to time the special rates of customs duty 
on Japanese imports as they consider it necessary to offset the effect.-; (Ii 
any variation of the exchange value of the yen relative to the fUIK:e 

subsequent to December 31, 1933. A reciprocal right of imposing (Ir 

varying the special rates of customs duty on Indian imports into JalJ.!11 
would also vest in the Japanese Government if the exchange value 
of the rupee relative to the yen was depreciated below the value of 

the yen in 1932. The customs duty to be imposed by the Government 
of India on the imports of Japanese cotton piecegoods into India should 
not exceed SO per cent. ad z,'aiorem or 5~/4 annas per pound on plain 
greys, and 50 per cent. ad z,'alorcm on others. It was agreed that tht 
specific duty on Japanese cotton piecegoods other than plain grty~ 

should not exceed 5% annas per pound subject to the agreement 
concerning the most-favoured-nation treatment. The quantity of 
Japanese cotton piecegoods to be exported to India in the period 0; 
one year beginning from the 1st April should be limited within" 
quota which should be fixed in accordance with the quantity of Indian 
raw cotton exported to Japan in the period of one year begining from 
the 1st January of the same year. 

The following are some of the important prOVISIOns of the 
agreement relating to the quota figures:-

1. Basic quota of Japanese cotton piecegoods to be exporkd 
to lndia in a piecegoods year shall be 325,000,000 yanls 
and it shall be linked with 1,000,000 bales of Indian mr 
cotton exported to Japan in the corresponding coUnn 
year. 

2. In case the export of Indian raw cotton to Japan in any 
cotton year should fall below one 1,000,000 hales, the 
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quota of Japanese cotton piecegoods for the correspond
ing piecegoods year shall be determined by reducing the 
above basic quota at the rate of 2,000,000 yards for every 
10,000 bales of deficit. 

3. In case, however, such export In any cotton year should 
exceed 1,000,000 bales the quota of Japanese cotton 
piecegoods for the corresponding piecegoods year shall 
he determined by increasing the :tbove hasic quota at the 
rate of 1,500,000 yards for every additional 10,000 bales, 
provided that the quota should in no case exceed 
400,000,000 million yards. 

4. In case the export of Indian raw cotton to Japan in any 
cotton year should exceed 1,500,000 bales the quantity 
thus exported in excess of 1,500,000 bales shall be for the 
purpose of determining the re1evant quota of Japanese 
cotton piecegoods added to the quantity of raw cotton 
exported to Japan in the following cotton year. 

N ote :~ Piecegoods year is the same as fiscal year. 
Cotton year is the same as Calendar year. 

The Agreement was to remain in force till the 31st March, 1937. 

Almost simultaneously with the ("om.'Jusioo of the Indo-Japanese 
,';'HIe Convention, another agreement had been arriven at hetween 

[lit' representatives of the Bombay ~lil1owners' Association ami the 
Hritish Cotton Textile Industry. In the deliberations leading to this 
;l.creement, 1\1r. (now Sir) H. P. ~rody rcpre~ented the Bombay ~:Iill 

!l,dustry, \vhile Sir William Clare-Lees represented the case fur 
!.;\I1cashire. It was agreed that the 1 ndian Cotton Textile Industry 
\\"fi~ entitlerl, for its progre~sive rlevelopment, to a reasonable measure 
n; protection against the imports of the e nited Kingdom yarns and 
iJi\.·cegoods. It was also agreed that under present conditions, owing 
I( J lower costs and other factors operating in foreign countries, the 
industry required a higher level of protection against them than 
:-I.:":;1iI15t the Cnitcd Kingdom. Acting on this presumption, it was 
a.~reed that the duty on cotton yarn irom the C nited Kingdom should 
nil! exceed 5 per cent. ad valorem with a minimum specific duty of 
I _~ annas per pound. In regard to cotton piecegoods, it was agreed 
that if and when the revenue position of the country made it possible 
fnr the Government of India to remove the general surcharge on all 
""ports imposed in October 1931, the Indian side would not make fresh 
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proposals with regard to the duties applicahle to the United Kingdon, 
imports. ]n respect of artificial silk piecegoods it was agreed that tlh' 

duties will be (i) 30 per cent ad ,'aloren! or 20 ann as per square 
yard for hundred per cent artificial silk iabrics, and (ii) a duty of 30 
per cent. or 2 annas per square yard for mixture fabrics of cotton awl 
artificial silk. It was further agreed that if any concessions were 
given to British piecegoods and yarns in any Empire or other oversea:' 
markets, equivalent advantages \"-Quld also be extended to the product-
of the Indian mills, 

In respect of overseas markets in which Indian mills lal'~ 

established connections, it was agreed that the I\Ianchester Chamber 
of Commerce should use its good offices to bring about contacts be
tween Indian manufacturers and British houses which were already 
established in those markets. In regard to raw cotton, it was strongly 
urged from the Indian side that every effort should be made in the 
United Kingdom to popuJarise and promote the use of Indian cottP!] 
and that other avenues of co-operation in this field should be explorcd 
in the interests of the Indian cotton grower. 

The Government of India took action in the light of these t\l" 
Agreements, viz., the Indo~Japanese Agreement and the Indo-Briti~il 
Textile Agreement (otherwise known as the Mody-Lees Pact) and 
the Indian Tariff (Textile Protection) Amendment Rill which "'" 
introduced in the Legislative Assembly in :March, 1934, was ba~{~d 

entirely on the clauses of these two agreements. In the course of thL' 

debate on the Bill, Sir Joseph Bhore, the then Commerce Memhce, 
stated that though it was intended to afford the textile industry Prott~L~ 
tion for a period of five years, the tariff rates on British goods would 
remain in force for two years in arrordance with the terms of thL' 

Agreement between the Lancashire Delegation and the l\Iitiowner,~' 

Associatiun, Bombay. The Inuian Tariff ('l'extile Protection) Amctltt~ 
ment Act which became law on the 1st i\Iarch, 1934 ,,,'as thus to C(JIl~ 

tinue upto the 31st December, 1935 according to the Mody-Lees 
Pact 

Reception of Indo-lapanese Agreement of 1934 

It would be interesting to review at this stage the manner in 
which the country as a whole and the cotton textile industry in parti
cular received the Indo-Japanese, and the Indo-British Textile Agree
ments. The Indo-Japanese Textile Agreement generally received the 
support of the Cotton Textile Industry and the country as a whole, 
because, on an examination of the provisions of the agreement, it waS 
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found to be a fair and equitable agreement operating in the interests 
(,j both India and japan. lIIoreover, during the conduct of the 
nt'~()tiations, the Government of India constituted a Panel of Non
OtTicial Advisers to help them in the discussions with the japanese 
Ot'1egation, the Panel consisting among others of ~1r. ~alini Ranjan 
~arker, 11r. D. P. Khaitan and Lala Shri Ram, representatives of the 
Ft,leration of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry, the 
leading Indian commercial organisation in the country. On behalf 
of the Government of India, Sir joseph Dhore, the then Commerce 
~lt'mber of the Government of India. conducted the negotiations with 
considerable tact, and as a result of prolonged negotiations between 
representatives of India and Japan, an agreement was arrived at 
~ati~factory to both sides. Though the provisions of the Agreement 
\rere found to be generally satisfactory to both Japan and India, some 
minor matters were overlooked which were exploited by Japan to her 
",h'antage, as will be seen later on. But the Mody-Lees Pact 
Ira:' of an entirely different character and evoked a strong protest 
throughout the country. 

Reception of Mody-Lees Pact. 

In the first place, it was thought all over the country that the 
interests of Indian Cotton Textile Industry were bartered away to 
La:lcashire in return for vague promises and pious platitudes from 
:he Lancashire delegation who definitely gained in the shape of a 
reduction of import duties on pieregoods coming from the United 
Kingdom. The commercial community all over fndia were of the 
'Ijlillion that this Pact, \vhich was arrived at between two private 
parlies, viz., 1IIr. (now Sir) H. P. lIfody representing Bombay textile 
'!lills and Sir William Clare-Lees, representing British Textile Mission, 
'Jluld not be binding on the Government, particularly when 
:he provisions of the agreement were definitely in favour of Lanca
-hire and were detrimental to the growth of the Industry as a 
whole. It was contended that the 1IIody-Lees Pact embodied 
the obnoxious principle of Imperial Preference which has 
,-!h\·-;ys been a sore point with the Indian commercial com
I1ltlllity. Even the Tariff Board reported in 1932 against 
:he imposition of differential rates of duty on textile articles 
.f(]11l the Cnited Kingdom as against other countries, and they were 
:e!111itely of the opinion that the tariff wall must be raised against 
·le {·nited Kingdom goods as well for protecting effectively the indi
':-en' ,u~ goods because they had in the course of their enquiry "come 
!(f!, .... ;; several cases in the Cakutta market of British goods of medium 
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counts selling at prices which are not higher than the ruling JapanN 
prices They further observed, "Since the specific duties which ',,1.(' 

have proposed are based mainly on the costs of manufacturing gO!,rj.; 

of medium counts and the prices realised by Indian mills for thl'':'C 
goods, it seems to us essential, in order to safeguard the Indian indu.:.
try, that these duties should he equally applicahle to such goods wLen 
imported from the United Kingdom." Another serious drawback 00 

the ?o.lody-Lees Pact was, as already ohserved, that it furnished n(l 
quid pro quo. For a definite reouction in tariff rates in favour oi 
P. K. ROods as against other countries, T ndia had received only ar: 
assurance, and 110 more, that Lancashire would try her best to incre~:~e 
the consumption of Indian Cotton in Lan('a~hire Cotton mWs. This ", a~ 
only an assurance without any obligation. If there was really <ln~ 

intention on the part of the Lancashire industrialists to utilize greater 
quantities of Indian cotton, it would surely have been possible to stipu
late the exact quantity of Indian Cotton which the United Kingd(']11 
should take in exchange for the preference in tariff rates shown t.! 

British textile goods coming into India, as was the case with the Tndo
Japanese trade agreement, which rested on a quota basis. Tested fFilll 
this standpoint, the ~fody-Lees Pact \\'as found wanting in quid fro nIli) 

and therefore failed to satisfy Indian commercial and public opin;'It1. 
What is more, it gave a handle for Lancashire interests to agitate for 
further concessions, as will be seen presently. 

Clamour for Indo-British Trade Agreement. 

The Mody-Lees Pact was signed on the 28th October 1933, "i1~ 

was to remain in force till the 31st Det'ember, 1935. Meanwhile L!n
cash ire interests, not being satisfied ,,,,ith the progress of their tr<:Hk in 
India, began to agitate in London, and on 1st Xo"ember, 1934, a Dt..'J.u
tat ion from Lancashire waited on 1fr. Runciman, President of th..: 
Board of Trade, and pressed the question of a Trade Agreement ,y;th 
India. The deputation deplored the delay in fulfilling the promise 
made by the Hon'ble Sir Joseph Bhore, the then Commerce ~[emJ,e'. 
on behalf of the Government of India through a letter dated ~.'th 
October, 1933, to Sir William Clare-Lees, Chairman of the LaJ·<"3' 
shire Textile Delegation that visited India in 1933:-

('That the Government of India will enter into discussion \':ith 
His !\.Iajesty·s Government in Great Britain on this lwint 
as soon as the negoti;Hions now proceeding with the J.lpa· 
nese Go\'ernment are concluded." 

"That the Government of India recognize the natural wish .li an 
export trade of such great importance to Great Britain 
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to be included within the scope of the trade agreement 
which now exists between the two countries." 

The deputation pointed out that the progress hoped for in this 
direction had not been made and urged that His .Majesty's Government 
should take all possible steps to expedite the matter. The deputation 
~t.1tedJ inter alia. 

"What is wanted is a provision to the effect that the import duties 
on the Cnited Kingdom cotton and artificial silk goods enter
ing India shall be fixed from time to time at levels which 
shall be lower than those applicable to the same goods 
originating in foreign countries. and compatible, firstly with 
the unavoidable revenue requirements of India and secondly 
with the principle that United Kingdom producers of cotton 
and artificial silk goods shall have iull opportunity of 
reasonable competition with domestic producers." 

Lancashire urges further reduction of duty. 

The deputation also gave expression to the conviction of the traders 
ui Lancashire that "the former rate of import duty of 11 per cent. 
on cotton piecegoods in India, although it might have been arrived at 
01: revenue grounds, in fact represented and still represents a very 
la1r approximation to real difference between the two countries." In 
rl~ly ~Ir, Runciman assured the Lancashire Deputation that he would 
ask the Secretary of State for India to make an early communication 
to the Goverrunent of India and would make every endeavour to con
clude the negotiations ior a Trade Agreement as quickly as possible. 
It is thus clear that when hardly twelve months had elapsed irom the 
date of the l\!ody-Lees Pact, and when the ink on this pact was hardly 
dry,~and there was still one more year for the agreement to run.~ 
thx Lancashire interests began to agitate in England saying that 
il1:,lcad of a reduction of 5 per cent. in duty on the l'nited Kingdom" 
pil'"ccgoods, which would have been possible in the event of a removal 
oi ~he general surcharge of 2S per cent. on all commodities in India. 
th,·re should be a reduction of ].I per cent. in the duties i.e., from 2S 
per cent. to 11 per cent. which in their opinion "represents a very 
fair approximation to the real difference between the two countries." 

Striking features of the Indo-British Trade Agreement of 1935. 

The commercial community and the public in India vigorously 
agitated against these preposterous proposals of the Lancashire Deputa
tiun and characterised Lancashire's demand as nothing short of a repu
diation of the Mody-Lees Pact itself. The unreasonahleness oj )he 
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claims put forward by the Lancashire interests was fully exposed at 
that time, but in spite of this, the Government of India \'oI1l'luded Ih1: 

Indo-Kritish Trade Agreement Oil the 9th January, 1935 (which \I '" 

held to be a sequel to the Ottawa Agreement) without consulting 
either the Indian commercial community or the public. The mellJl 
features of this Agreement wen: that, "while protection to an Indi;Ul 
industry against imports of whatever origin may be necessary in [ilL" 

interests of the economic well-being of India, the conditions withll1 
industries in India, in the "Cniled Kingdum and in foreign rountril"S 
may be such that an Indian industry requires a higher level of lJrll
tection against foreign goods than against imports of l'nited Kingollill 
origin." The Government of I ndia further undertook, "that the 
mea:-;ure of prote(tion to be afforded ~hall be un(v so nlltch as, and JI!! 

more than, tt,i/l equate prices of imported goods to fair selling pri(c'-' 
fur similar goods produced in II/dia, and that wherever possible haying 
regard to the provisions uf this article, lower rates of duty will Li' 

imposed on goods of LTnited Kingdom origin." Another c1atbt 

stipulated, "when the question of the grant of suhstantive protectildl 
to an Inrlian industry is referred for enquiry to a Tariff Board the 
Government of India \vill afIord full opportunity to a11Y indu,(lry 
conct'rned in the United Kingdom to statc its case and to anSi,'l'Y 

the case presentcd by the other intcrested parties." (Italics our~). 
The Government of India further undertook that, clin the 
event of any radical changes 111 the conditions affecting 
prote(ted industries during the currency of the period of 
protection, they will on the request of His Majesty's Government 
or of their own motion, cause an enquiry to be made as to the 
appropriateness of the existing duties." These \\Tere preposterotls 
concessions unheard of anywhere else in the world, Thus the 
Guvt'rnment of India in direct violation of public feeling concluded 
an agreement which was a negation of the Fiscal Autonomy ('onH'l1" 
tion and which was calculated to harnper the growth of indigenou~ 
industries in the country. 

Assembly' turns doum Agreement, 
The Indian Legislative Assembly turned down this 

Agreement in ~Iarch 1935, but the Government of India paid 
no heed to the verdict of the Assembly and the people at large, and 
stul'k to the Agreement. I f they had failed to remain adamant in 
this respect, it would not haye been possible for them to frame SUdl 

restrirted and iniquitous terms of reference for the Special Tariti 
Hoard on Cotton Textile duties which was constituted by their Re~olll
lion dated 10th September, 1935. Before examining the terms oi 
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rderence of the Special 1'ariff Board and its Report of 1936, let us 
itlnl our attention to the grO\\'th of the I ndian Cotton Textile I nrlustry 
rrurn 1932-33 to 1935-36. 

Progress from 1932-33 to 1935-36 

The total number of Cotton Mill< \wrking in India has been 
~tt:adily increasing as will be seen from the fact that while in 1931, 
lilt: lotal number of Mills working was 312, it increased to 314 in 
1'J.\2, to 311 in 1933, 320 in 193~, and 336 in 1935. The number of 
'plildles increased from 9,311,953 in 1931,' to 9,50G,OS3 in 1932, to 
".5~O,6S8 in 1933, 9,613,17-+ in 193~ and 9,685,775 in 1935, and the 
11\111 !wr of loums increased frum 182.+2tJ in 1931, to lR6,3-1-1 tn 

1'!.\2, to 189,040 in 1933, to 194,3&:1 in 193~ and to 198,267 in 1935. 

'J'he following table gives the (omparative figures of production 
uf yarn of different counts in Indian mills from 1932-33 to 1935-36:~ 

Mill Production of Yarn 

( IN MILLlONS OF LBS. ) 

1932-33 1933-M 1934-35 1935-36 
('(il/Hts :-

:;os.~ 

1 to 20 599.4 547.5 573.2 594.1 
21 tu 30 297.5 254.8 282.3 287.6 
31 to 40 77.2 75.8 95.5 112.0 
:\bUH~ 4Os. 36.6 37.4 43.9 58.5 
L' n,pecified 

descriptions 
$.: waste 5.7 5.6 5.8 6.0 

--------

Total 1,016.4 921.1 1,000.7 1,058.2 

I t will be seen from the above table that while in yarn of counts 
inla. Is to 30s. there has been practically very little change all these 
ye'l:·~, the production in finer counts irom 315. to 405. and above 405. 
ha:-;. heen steadily increasing all these years. 'this shows that while the 
I ndi;m mills are increasingly taking to spinning finer counts of yarn, 
in the lower counts, the position has more or less remained 
~tati(Jt1aTY. It will also be noted that the percentage increase of the 
to",! ~roduction of yarn in 1935-36 compared to that of 1932-33 has 
:Ieell ahout 4 per cent. whereas in counts above 305. the increase has 
iJe~1! nearly 50 per cent. 
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The following table gives the fignres of imports of yarn fmlll 

1932-33 to 1935-36 by counts:-

Imports of Yarn into India 

( IN MILLIONS OF LBS. ) 

1932-33 1933-34 1934-35 193.'·30 
Counts:-

Nos.-
1 to 20 0.9 0.3 0.4 .2 

21 to 40 22.0 15.0 9.2 1H 
Above 40s. 6.4 5.7 8.4 s-.1 

Two folds 
and 

Doubles 15.8 11.0 16.0 20.7 

Total 45.1 32.0 34.0 4,1.5 
-------

The imports of l"'Tn have fallen from 45.1 million Ibs. in 1932-33 
to 32 and 34 million Ibs_ in 1933-34 and 1934-35 respectively and h;\\e 
risen nearly to the 1932-33 level in 1935-36, viz_, 44.5 million Ibs. ]n 
counts above 405. the imports are gradually on the increase wherea~ 
in CO lints lower than 405. there is a steep fall from 23 mi11ion Ib~. ill 

1932-33 to IS million Ibs. in 1935-36 touching the lowest point of ab""l 
9 million Ibs. in 1934-35. This fall is probably attributable to the 
headway made by indigenous mills in counts between 21s. and 405_ 
during all these years. 

In regard to the production of piecegoods in Indian mills, the 
progress has been well maintained, the fignres for 1932-33, 1933-3~. 

1934-35 and 1935-36 being 3,170 million yd;., 2,945 million yds., .1,.N; 

million yds. and 3,571 million yds. respectively. The following tlhk 
gives the production of cloth in India by descriptions from the Yl';tf 

1932-33 to 1935-36:-

Production of Piecegoods in India by Descriptions 

(I N MILLIONS OF YARDS. 

1932-33 1933-34 1934-35 193536 
I Grey & bleached:-

Chadars, 58.6 56.2 58.9 59A 
Dhotis 1,096.8 978.5 1,110.0 1,2 l 0J 
Drills & Jeans 112.9 104.3 118.6 1~8.9 

Cambric's & lawns 67.4 77.6 121.7 129.7 

Printers 13.7 18.4 20.9 15.9 
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1932-33 1933-34 1934-35 1935-36 

Shirtings & long-cloth 748.0 725.8 863.5 842.5 
TCloth, domestics & 

sheetings 143.7 137.0 161.9 152.1 
Tent cloth 6.7 5.2 6.1 7.5 
Khadi, dungri or 

Khaddar 115.5 91.3 106.2 116.4 
()ther sorts 60.0 70.8 73.7 80.1 

Total 2,423.3 2,265.1 2,641.5 2,772.8 
II. Coloured 746.9 680.1 755.8 797.9 

Total piecegoods 3,170.2 2,945.2 3,397.3 3,570.7 
-- -~---- -------

A glance at the above table will show that there has been a notable 
Increase in the production of Dhoties, Cambric~. Shirtings and Long
dOlh, vv'hereas in other classes of piecegoods, a general upward trend 
i:'i visible. In the case of Cambrics and Lawns the production in 
10.15-36 is nearly double that of 1932-33. As against this, let us 
eX;L1l1ine the position of imported piecegoods into India during all these 
years, The following table gives an idea of the trend of the import 
trade of India. 

Imports of piecegoods In India. 

( I N 1fILI,IONS of YARDS. ) 

1932-33 1933-34 1934-35 1935-36 

Gre"· (unbleached) 217 140 178 212 
B,,:-dered Grey 138 90 119 120 
White (bleached) 413 262 285 263 
Pi·jllted goods 237 140 200 218 
D,·cd goods 148 102 127 103 
Coluured Woven goods 40 26 34 30 

- ._--------
Total piecegoods 1,193 760 943 946 

There has been a heavy fall of imports of piecegoods from 1,193 
million yards in 1932-33 to 760 million yards in 1933-34, then a rise to 
94.\ million yds., in 1934-35 and then to 946 million yds., in 1935-36. 
The differences in classification of indigenous production of piecegoods 
an 1 the imported piecegoods make it rather difficult to institute any 
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comparison of the various descriptions of Indian mills' production with 
those of imported ones. The following table* how"ever, gives the mill 
produl'tion figures as against imported goods of some of the C{lI' 

parable descriptions:-

Indian Mill-production and imports of piecegoods. 

( IN MaLloN YARDS. ) 
1932-33 1933-34 1934-35 1935-.'" 

(6 mO!ltli:;, 

:\iill Im- Mill Im- Mill lm· 1\1 ill 1m. 
pr~duc- ports pro,due- ports pr,?duc. ports pr?duc- port' 

tlon tlOn tiOn Hon 

Dhotis 1,097 141 979 % 1,110 122 627 61 
Cambrics & Lawns 67 300 78 181 122 212 68 98 
Shirtings & 

Longcloth 748 293 726 189 863 220 400 122 
Coloured, printed 

or dyed 747 425 680 269 756 361 386 180 

On a comparison of the figures for the three years 1932-,\3. 
1933-34, and 1934-35, it will be found that while the import posili"r. 
is generally on the downwanl trend, the indigenous production l!a~ 

either been maintained or been on the increase. Especially in Cambri('~ 
& Lawns, while Indian 111i11 production was only 67 million yds., in 
1932-33, it has nearly doubled itself in 1934-35 to 122 million y<1,., 
\vherets the import figure for the same description has come d()\\-n 
from 300 million yds. in 1932-33 to 181 million yd,., in 193~-31 
and to 212 million yds. in 193-1-35. It will thus ue seen that the 
imports of piecegooJs are generally on the decrease and the Indian 
mills are gaining ground in various classes of finer goods. 

Terms of Tariff Board Enquiry of 1935. 
Coming to the Special Tariff Board which ,",;as constituted in 

September, 1935. it may be mentioned that the terms of reference met 
with a chorus of disapproval throughout the country. Sir AlexaJlder 
~I urray was the President and Dewan Rahadur A. Ramasw:ul1i 
Mudaliar and ~Ir. Fazal Ibrahim Rahimtoola were the ~Iembcr::i ()f 
the special Tariff Board. The following terms of reference \rae 

notified :-

"To recommend on a review of present conditions and in the li.~ht 
of the experience of the effectiveness of the existing dU'.il·~, 
the level of the duties necessary to afford adequate pml\.'(-

• Vide, Special Tariff Board Report 1936, page 26. 
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tion to the Indian Cotton Textile Industry against imports 
from the United Kingdom of (a) cotton piecegoods, (b) 
cotton yam, (c) fabrics of artificial silk and (d) mixture 
fabrics of cotton and artificial silk. By adequate protec
tion is meant duties which will equate the prices of 
imported goods to the fair selling prices for similar goods 
produced in India. 

In the course of this enquiry, the Board wiJl give a fuJI oppor
tunity to the cotton textile industry, whether in India or 
the United Kingdom, to present its case and, if necessary, 
to answer the cases presented by other interested parties. 

The Board will not be required to make any recommendations in 
respect of revenue duties. n 

The commercial community and the public were greatly disap
pointed at the restrictive nature of the terms of reference which did 
not give a free hand to the Tariff Board in making their recommenda
tions after a detailed review of the then existing conditions in the Indian 
Cotton Textile Industry. It was stated that the decisions of the Tariff 
Board had already been prejudged by the Government of India and 
that the terms of reference were nothing short of a peremptory direc
tion to them to make their recommendations according to the notions 
of the Government, irrespective of the effects of such a proposal on 
the iortunes of the Indian Cotton Textile Industry. As regards the 
question of aJlowing foreign textile interests to present their case 
beiore the Indian Tariff Board, it is hardly necessary to 
say that it is on the face of it absurd how in any scheme 
of protection to an indigenous industry, foreign interests like 
Lancashire cotton manufacturers could be allowed to put forward 
their case for consideration without detriment to the growth 
of the Indian industry. Was it to be assumed that the interests of the 
Indian Cotton Textile Industry and the United Kingdom Textile 
Industry were indentical or co-extensive? Or again was it reasonable 
that the Lancashire industry, which was in a highly developed and 
efficient state, should be entitled for a certain amount of indirect pro
tection in the Indian market in the shape of preferential rates of duty 
on her textile goods at the expense of the indigenous industry? But 
aU protests were like cries in the wilderness, and the Government of 
India, presumably under dictation from WhitehaJl, did not budge 
from their position. Lancashire interests once again triumphed, as 
they have always done, by their persistent agitation. 

18 
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Tariff Board Recommendations accepted. 
The Tariff Board submitted their report in March, 1936 but its 

publication was delayed till June, 1936. The Board recommended 
that (1) the duty on plain grey goods imported from the U.K. was 
to be reduced from 25 per cent. ad valorem (or 4j1j annas per lb. 
whichever was higher) to 20 per cent. ad valorem or 30 annas per lb. 
whichever was higher; (ii) the duty on bordered greys (i.e., chadars, 
-dbooties, sarees and scarves), bleached goods and coloured goods (ex· 
cluding prints) should be reduced from 25 per cent. to 20 per cent. 
.ad valorem.. (iii) the duty on yarns of counts above 50s. was to be 
5 per cent. ad valorem and that on counts 50s. and below, 5 per cent. 
.ad valorem or 17.> annas per lb., whichever was higher. As regards 
-duties on other goods, the Board came to the conclusion that the 
existing level of duties would afford adequate protection to the Indian 
mills. The Goverrunent of India immediately accepted these recommen· 
·dations without consulting the Indian Legislature, and the reduction of 
5 per cent. duty was brought into force from the 20th of June, 1936. 

These recommendations were already anticipated by the public 
-in the country and there was therefore no cause for surprise, although 
there was for regret and disappointment. What was the most 
astonishing feature was the almost indecent haste with which these 
recommendations were given effect to by the Government without 
-consulting either commercial opinion or the Indian Legislative 
Assembly. There is even now an impression among a large section 
-of the Indian textile industry that the MOOy-Lees Pact definitely paved 
the way for Lancashire industry to get a preferential treatment in the 
Indian market. What is more, Lancashire is still agitating for further 
-concessions and preferences in the Indian market, and this is 
perhaps the main reason for the delay in concluding the Indo·British 
'Trade Agreement which is now under negotiation. 

The genesis of the Indo·British Trade Agreement, now in the 
melting pot, lay in the Ottawa Agreement which was concluded at 
Ottawa between India and the united Kingdom in 1932 and which 
raised a storm of protest all over the country. On 30th March, 1936, 
the Indian Legislative Assembly turned down by a resolution * the 

• "ThIS Assembly reoommends to the Governor General in COuDCU 
that the Ottawa Agreement. dated the 20th August. 1932. be terminated 
without delay and a notice of denunciation be given in terms of Article 
14 thereof. The Assembly lurther recommends that the Government 
of India should immediately examine the trend of trade of India with 
various other important countries and the United Kingdom and investigate 
the possibility of entering into such bilateral trade treaties with them. 
whenever and wherever possible to brin9 about the expansion of export 
trade of India in those markets and submit such treaty or treaties for 
the approval of this Assembly." 
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Ottawa Agreement and its sequel, the Indo-British Trade Agreement 
to which we referred in a previous paragraph. The Assembly als<> 
resolved that the Government of India should conclude bi-Iateral trade 
agreements with all those countries with which India had a chance to· 
expand her trade. 

Indo-British Trade Negotiations 
The Government of India gave notice on 13th May, 1936 to· 

His Majesty's Government in the Cnited Kingdom for the termination. 
of the Ottawa Agreement in accordance with which the pact was due
to expire on November 13, 1936. The Government of India 
also announced that as a first step in the conduct of the' 
Indo-British Trade Negotiations, preliminary proposals would 
be prepared both by the C nited Kingdom and India and 
thereafter they would be exchanged. It was further stated that in the 
preparation of their preliminary proposals the Government of India 
would associate with themselves a panel of unofficial advisers, repre
sentative of commerceJ industry and agriculture in India. Another 
communique announced that the following gentlemen would constitute
the panel of unofficial advisers to the Government of India:-

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas, KT., C.!'>:., M.B.£., 

Mr. G. D. Bida, 
Mr. Kasturbhai Lalbhai, 
Sardar Datar Singh, 
Nawabzada Liaquat Ali Khan, 
Dr. P. Subbarayan. 
Sir Edward Benthall, KT., 

In a later communique issued by the Government of India, it 
was stated that in view of the fact that the negotiations were now in 
progress between His Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom 
and the Government of India for the conclusion of a Trade Agree
ment in replacement of that concluded at Ottawa in 1932 and which 
was due to terminate on November 13, 1936, it has been agreed by 
tile two Governments pending conclusion of a new agreement that 
the 1932 agreement should continue in force subject to termination at 
three months' notice by either side, unless it was replaced by a new 
agreement. It was further agreed that in the event of a failure of 
the conclusion of a new agreement neither party shall withdraw the 
existing preferences without prior consultation with the other party. 
The unofficial advisers met in September, 1936 in order to examine 
the proposals sent by the Board of Trade in England. It 
was freely mentioned in authoritative circles and in the pres!> 
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that the general view which prevailed with the unofficial 
"dvisers was that the British trade proposals were pitched up too high 
and no useful purpose would be served by considering them in that 
form and at that stage. It was therefore decided to adjourn the 
conierence till the British Board of Trade's proposals were received 
by way of reply. It was stated that when they met at 
Delhi in December 1936, a unanimous note was also signed 
by the unofficial advisers including Sir Edward Benthall, 
and in that note some fundamental principles were laid down, which 
should be accepted by the U. K. Government before proceeding with 
further negotiations. We understand that these fundamental 
principles have been found acceptable, but it remains to be seen what 
<ooncrete proposals are made by the U. K. Government for preferences, 
having regard to the interest of India, which will no doubt be zealously 
gnarded by non-official advisers. To us, it appears that 
concerted efforts will be made in U. K. for a reduction 
of duties on Lancashire goods in India, in which alone U. K. is at 
present vitally interested. We have no doubt whatever that the three 
stalwarts among the unofficial advisers will radically oppose all such 
proposals, in the interest of the preservation of the Cotton Textile 
Industry which stands in need of protection of at least 20 per cent. 
"gainst U. K. piecegoods in accordance with the findings of the Tariff 
Board. In this connection, we also feel that the conclusion of the 
Indo-Japanese treaty, and the securing of a certain market for Indian 
cotton, which urgently needs such outlet, will be a tower of strength 
10 the advisors, as they will not be offered a threat by Lancashire 
declining to purchase Indian cotton, a threat which would have given 
anxious time to the non-official advisers, if a secured market for Indian 
cotton was not definitely found in Japan. In this connection, it must 
not be forgotten th3t any promise for consumption of a larger quantity 
of Indian cotton in the U. K. =rket constitutes no sound reason for 
conferring any preferential treatment to the imports of piecegoods from 
U.K., in the Indian market, for cotton will continue to be bought by 
industrialised countries, which do not favour imposition of duties on 
raw materials, and again they will do so, only so long as they find 
it profitable, and not out of sentimental reasons. \\nat is more, the 
agriculturists' interest will ultimately be better protected by the 
expansion of the indigenous industry, which should be able in course 
of time to consume more cotton and export cotton piecegoods, than 
by relying on such purchases in small quantities by countries like the 
U. K. We hope that the Government of India will not ignore the 
advice Of these capable advisers, who are competent to express an 
opinion as to the effect of any preferences, on Indian trade and 
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industries, ,and will conclude an agreement only in accordance with 
the expert advice tendered by them, It is now understood that the 
non-official advisers will sail for England at the end of Mayor early 
in June, 1937, to pursue the negotiations there with representatives of 
Hi' Majesty's Government. We expect that the negotiations with 
the advisers will be concluded by July, 1937, and it is probable that a 
Bill embodying the terms of the new Indo-British Trade Agreement 
will be introduced in the Assembly in the Simla Session of 1937, and 
that if passed by the Legislatures, the new Trade Agreement will 
replace the present one, by the beginning of 1938, 

Is Indo-British Treaty necessary and advantageous for India! 

In this connection, we would also like to examine the question 
as to whether judging from the character of Indian trade and the 
standpoint of the economic interests of India, there is any real necessity 
for having any Indo-British Trade Treaty at aiL India's export 
trade mainly comprises agricultural commodities, and Taw materials 
which other countries are anxious to admit duty-free, and for which 
preference in duty would be of little help in increasing her exports, 
India's import trade comprises largely manufactured commodities, 
machinery and articles of capital equipment. Preferences by India 
for these can only have limited value in view of the fact that her own 
industries are expanding. Taking piecegoods for example, we 
import only 16 per cent, of our requirements from abroad,' but as our 
industry develops, this wiII steadily decrease. Thus there is very little 
scope for India to give preferences to t:.K. consistently with the 
preservation of her own interest. 

A fact of greater importance and which has not yet been fully 
realised, is that our internal market is assuming a more and more 
important aspect in our national economy, and that obviates the 
necessity of OUT entering into a new treaty. 

The recent emergence of a favourable balance of trade with 
Great Britain, to the extent of about Rs, Il,OO,OO,OOO as compared 
with an adverse balance of trade during the previous years does not 
;n any way strengrhen the claim of U, K. for negotIatIOn of a 
fa,'ourable treaty, A debtor country like India should have an 
excess of exports over imports, if she is to discharge her ultimate 
obligations to creditor countries like U.K. In fact, in order to enable 
India to pay a sum of about Rs, 50 erores per annum to U.K. for 
~n'i~~s ren~.e~~_~ __ ~y ~itish _cap~ta~_~nd enterprise, in the matter of 

• Imports of piecegoods during \936-37 were only 7M million yards 
as compared with 91~ million yards in 1935-36, 
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shipping, banking, insurance, remittances of a part of the profits of 
British companies in India from industries like Jute, Tea, Rubber, 
Cotton, Sugar etc., and Sterling obligations of the Government of India 
and the Provincial Governments, she should have a larger balance of 
trade, and India's exports should receive a more favourable treatment 
in the U.K. market, at least till our exports exceed the imports by 
at least RE. 50 crOTes per year. In this connection, it may also be 
remembered that a fairly large portion of India's exports is the product 
of British capital, which it would not be in the interest of U.K. to 
penalise by trade restriction. India's position in relation to Britain 
in the matter of foreign trade is strong and is not at all weakened by 
the recent favourable balance. India's bargaining power which is 
strong, should therefore be utilised advantageously. Unless, there
fore, Indian exports are accorded a definitely favourable position with 
a view to enable India to have a more favourable balance of trade, 
there is little point in concluding any Indo-British Agreement at all 
from the point of view of Indian interests. The bona fides of the 
Government of India, and His Majesty's Government in Great 
Britain are on the test, and we hope that the Government of India 
will strongly put forward their case, and take such action as would 
meet \\'ith the unanimous approval of the commercial and industrial 
community, the legislatures and the public in this country. 

Lancashire's preposterous claim for preferma. 

W"hile the negotiations are taking place, it is disconcerting to note 
that Lancashire interests are carrying on a vigorous campaign for get
ting more preferences for their piecegoods in the Indian market and 
are thus bringing pressure to bear on His Majesty's Government. It 
it is a well-known and oft-repeated fact that Lancashire resorts to 
political pressure and influence through Parliament and the India 
Office for generations. During the last few months organised efforts 
are being made by the British textile interests to force the hands 0; 
the Government of India and the Secretary of State and this persistent 
propaganda is very likely to prejudice the further progress and pros
pects of a fair and equitable trade agreement between India and the 
United Kingdom. The Annual Report of the Lancashire Indian 
Cotton Committee for 1936 stated that its work had its origin in the 
policy of economic and commercial reciprocity adopted by the Ind;an 
and United Kingdom Governments. The report further states that 
"the export of British yarns and piecegoods to India has suffered 
during the past year an accelerated process of decline. All sectioll~ of 
the industry in Lancashire believe that a satisfactory position in this 
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respect can only be restored by a reduction in the Indian customs 
duties, which they are satisfied would not be inconsistent with the 
best interests of India. They hope that a reduction will be one of 
the consequences of the discussions shortly to be commenced with a 
view to a new and revised commercial agreement." After mentioning 
the fact that the off-take of Indian cotton by Lancashire increased 
iram 230,000 bales in 1932-33 to 546,654 bales in 1935-36, the Com
mittee complain that India had not followed 'a policy of economic 
reciprocity' inasmuch as India's imports of British yarns and piece
goods had suffered a decline and that "if early steps were not taken 
to arrest this decline, the main ground of the Committee's approach 
to its numerous constituents would disappear." It also appears that 
the plea of "consumer's interest" which had been the slogan of 
Lancashire so far in trying to get preference in the Indian market, 
is now being replaced by that of quid pro quo, "reciprocity" and 
"partnership." 

A considerable section of the Indian Textile Industry feels that 
all this agitation would not have been so great, if the Mody-Lees Pact 
had not conceded the right to the United Kingdom for a preferential 
treatment in the Indian market and had not agreed that "owing to lower 
costs and other factors operating in foreign countries, the Industry 
required a higher level of protection against them than against the 
l'nited Kingdom," and that "if and when the revenue position of the 
country made it possible for the Government of India to remove the 
general surcharge on all imports in October 1931, the Indian side 
would not make fresh proposals with regard to the duties applicable 
to the U. K. Imports." It is true that the 1Iody-Lees Pact can claim 
that it has enabled India to increase her exports of raw cotton to the 
rnited Kingdom market, but on a further examination, one finds that 
the increase is due mainly to the price parity being in favour of 
Indian cotton as compared to American or Egyptian colton. The 
purchase of Indian colton by the United Kingdom came to Rs. 2 crores 
in 1934, to 23/, crores in 1935 and Rs. 3, crores in 1936, and if 
this is to be judged on a quid pro quo basis, the balance will be found 
to be in favour of Lancashire, for the import of Lancashire piecegoods 
into India which was Rs. 8~ crores in 1933-34, increased to Rs. 11 
crares in 1934-35 and was Rs. 9 crOres in 1935-36. On the other hand, 
Japan whose case is always cited as an illustration of quid pro quo, 
'nGeased her imports of Indian cotton from Rs. 11 crores in 1935 to 
OHr Rs. 16 crores in 1936 and exported piecegoods to the value of 
Rs. 3~ crores and Rs. 6 crores respectively. It is also believed that 
the "Cnited Kingdom can take much larger quantities of raw cotton 
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from India than she has been taking hitherto, viz., 5 lakhs bales, which 
constitutes only about 20 per cent. of the total imports of cotton in 
U. K. But Lancashire is definitely against any preferential duty being 
imposed on imports of raw cotton and wants to have a free hand ir. 
this respect. The Textile Industry in U. K. has been in existence for 
more than a century, and if, with all its technical efficiency 
and well-trained labour force, it is clamouring for protection 
and preference in Indian market, it is but just and proper 
that Indian Textile mills, which are still in an undeveloped 
stage, should ask for protection against her formidable 
competitors. 

Indian Views on the proposed Indo-British Trade Agreement. 
The views of the Indian commercial community on the 

question of a Trade Agreement between India and the enited 
Kingdom have found unequivocal expression in a cornprehen:;ive 
memorandum submitted by the Federation of Indian Chamher; 
of Commerce and Industry to the Government of India in August 
1936. The fundamentals of Indian economy demand that in a trade 
agreement based on reciprocity or quid pro quo between England and 
India, the "Invisible" items of exports and imports should be fully 
taken into account and that the principles which should govern an 
agreement between G nited Kingdom and India should be two fold. 
viz., that firstly the foreign trade of India should be considered as a 
whole and not piecemeal, and secondly that India's external obligations 
and liabilities should be taken into account in any evaluation ot the 
balance of payments. Besides, India's foreign trade relations rest Oil 

the basis of an adverse balance of trade with the United Kingdom 
India has to make an annual remittance of nearly Rs. 80 crores to the 
Cnited Kingdom and these "invisible" items really determine the 
balance of payment and the flow of trade. A trade agreement between 
a creditor and debtor country could not therefore be strictly based on a 
principle of quid pro quo and since India had no other means oi 
discharging her obligations to Great Britain, Britain's "invisible 
imports" into India should of necessity be taken into consideration in 
any bilateral agreement. It is not only in India's interest but also in 
Britain's interest that India should have a favourable balance ot trade 
for the payment of her foreign obligations and for this purpose India; 
trade with foreign countries in those commodities which she can and 
does export should be encouraged and stimulated. It was thereio" 
urged by the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry that the whole question of India's foreign trade should be 
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('On~ideJed not in a piecemeal manner with a view to confer any 
~rn:tlJ benefit on British industries, but in such a manner as to 
:ariiitate India's internal economic development without impairing her • l'xplJrt trade with various countries. The following resolution which 
"a' adopted at the Tenth Annual Session of the Federation on the 
,th .\pril, 1937 gives a clear lead to tire Government of India and 
the:]" unofficial ad\'isers in the conduct of the Indo-British Trade 
:1t'g;)tiations to be pursued further in London in June, 1937. 

"A. The Federatiun urges that the Government of India, . in 
negutiating the terms of a fresh trade agreement between the United 
Kir:;dom and India, will keep in view the following principles in 
(ollllection therewith:-

(a) That in view of the verdict of the Legislative Assembly 
against the continuation of the Ottawa Trade Agreement 
a fresh trade agreement will not be acceptable to the 
country unless it offers substantia11y better terms to 
India for the development of its export trade. 

(b) That the terms of the fresh trade agreement should leave 
enough scope for the Government of India to negotiate 
bilateral trade agreements with other countries. 

(c) That the terms of the treaty will secure definite markets in 
the Cnited Kingdom for important materials and pro
ducts of India. 

(d) That the preferences that will be offered to the United 
Kingdom industries under the fresh trade agreement will 
in no way affect the interests of indigenous industries 
at any time during the period of the trade treaty. And 
further that no undertakings should form part of the 
Agreement, which militate against the very principle of 
the policy of industrial development adopted by India 
and which restricts India's liberty to shape her fiscal 
policy or detracts from the protection now enjoyed. by 

industries in India. 

19 
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(e) That India should have separate trade treaty arrangement' 
with the colonies of the British Empire and that stICh 
arrangements should not form a part of the fresh traoe 
treaty with the l!nited Kingdom. 

B. The Federation expresses its considered opinion that in !'tlrh 
terms as may be arranged between India and the Cnited Kingdom t):e 
question of offering further preference to Cnited Kingdom texlik 
industry should be ruled out on the ground that India, as a result oj 

the recent Tariff Board Enquiry, has already granted too high " 
preference and that she cannot afford to grant any further preference 
against the interests of the indigenous industry. The Federation h;\~ 
noted ,vith surprise the exorbitant demands unreasonably put forw:tl'd 
by the Lancashire textile industry on the plea of reciprocity :md 
reiterates its already expressed opinion that it is India which ha,~ a 
legitimate grievance about the Ottawa Agreement not being based 011 

strict principles of reciprocity and that in view of the advant(!g-e~ 

already enjoyed by the United Kingdom imports in the Indian ma"ket 
being manifold and greater in extent than those enjoyed by the 
exports of raw material from India in the Cnited Kingdom marker, a
a result of the working of the Ottawa Agreement. the terms of tht 

fresh trade treaty should be on the basis of 'quid pro quo' nn' i" 
respect of any particular commodity against another, but in respect III 

the whole trade between the United Kingdom and India. The 
Federation, therefore. suggests that the terms of the fresh trade ag'-t:'t.'
ment should tend to secure greater share for thls fountry in ,Ill· 

Cnited Kingdom's requirements of materials and products, due rC';':<If.) 

being had to the burden:- of Home charges and the profits from ",ud; 

activities of Great Britain as shipping, insurance and banking. 

C. The Federation trusts that the un-official Ad,·isory CommitteI' 
will tender adyice to the Government of India on the lines indi("lted 
above and further that the t~rms the Government of fndia '11(1: 

negotiate for the l'ondtlsion of the trade treaty will be in consomme 
with the principles enunciated above." 

I t will therefore be nothing short of a calamity to J nlion 
industry if in the face of such unanimous opinion of the fr'.Ji;lIl 
commercial community and the public, the Government of India \\er',' 

to )·ield to this incessant clamour of Lancashire industriali~b ;lJ1<! 
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"Jeter away the valuable right of India to conclude a just 
,lUO equitable agreement with the united Kingdom, in a manner 
.,hilil would safeguard her interests. It is hoped that the l\Oll

,in(ial delegates will see through the game of Lancashire and 
will not agree to be a party to any further preferences being 
~irell to the United Kingdom'S textile industry in the Indian market 
j~ such a step is bound to react on the iortunes of the indigenous 
leXlilt! industry, and consequently to affect very adversely the 
:llttr~!)ts of our poor country. 

ltuio-lapanese Trade Agreement of 1937. 

Let us now examine the working of the Indo-Japanese Trade 
.-\grc~ment which was concluded in 1934 and which expired on 31st 
)larlh 1937. The working of the pact during the first two years of its 
vpcration (the complete figures for the third year are not yet available) 
~hu\';\,;d increase of allotted quotas both in respect oi cotton piecegoods 
irom Japan as also of Indian fa w cotton from this country. The 
rigun:s for the two years are given in the following table:-

kaw cotton from India 

lin bales of 400 Ibs.) 

Colton Piecegoods from Japan 

Un Million yards). 

First year 

2,053,534 

373.5 

Second year 

2,194,866 

495.4 

It will be seen from these figures that whereas in respect of the 
cxpurt of raw cotton from India, the increase above the allotted 
,",";[l[Y was 105.3 per cent. in the first year aud 119.4 per ceut iu 

:i.o.: ~~(ond year, the corresponding increases in respect or Imports of 

. ,~" :csc piecegoods into this country were 14.9 and 52.4 per cen!. 
~ts{Jc(tively. 

frima facie it would appear from a comparison of the figures 
~:\ell in the above table with the stipulations laid down in the 
;'~I)v)":dl of the Agreement that India has profited much more from 
::It ('i-'cration of the pact than Japan has done. On a closer scrutiny 
,.; thlo iacts of the situation, however, it will be found that these gains 
" !n·ji:l are of an illusory character, :inasmuch as during the same 
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period huge quantities oi Japanese textile piecegoods have Lt," 
Imported into lndia through the Kathiawar ports. Further, tahing 

advantage of the Jow import duty on tents, import en uJ 
Japanese piecegoods have been for sometime past lInpurLlIlh 

Illlu India abnormally large quantities ot SpUriOUS tents \\ dld~ 

are nothing but pedec!ly good piecegoods of garment lengllb, 

specially SIzed for evading hIgher duties. "I,'ent in its proper ~l:ll:-t 

IS any piece of doth WhICh is damaged eIther in course of manuta, ~un: 

or SUbsequently, and was urigmaJly not to exceed a statutory maxlLlUlI, 

Jength ot 9 yards. On and from .May 1, lYJ4, the length of lent 

was reduced from Y yards to 4 yards and the duty thereon was 100\lTtJ 

from SO to 35 per cent. ad valorem. ~ince then Japan has vttIl 

regularly sending in good pieces ot three and three-and-a-hali Jord, 
cloth ready for use under the name of ··tents." As a matter ot li:Kt, 

while the imports into India of bona fide tents were quite negligible 
a iew years ago, no less than J6,70~,tx>8 yards and 34,75\1,500 y,,,d, 
uf "spurious fents" were imported into IndIa, during the years 1YV'T-3~ 

and 1935-36 respectively. Some interesting statistics on this l'IJint, 

however, coIlle from Kathiawar. In 1931-32 there was practical I) 
no import of "tents" into Kathia\,,'ar. ~ince then the imports ilJn: 

been as iollows: 43,000 yards in 1\132-33; 90,000 yards in 193.).3-1, 
180,000 yards in 1934-35," In the 1935 autumn session ui the 

Assembly the GovertUuent oi India imposed a duty oi 50 per (tilL 

ad valorem on cotton and artificial silk fents, but finding that thi, had 

failed to discourage imports of fents, the Government of India in tht 

Finance Department issued the following notifications on the 2ith 
March, 1937:-

(1) "In exercise oi the power conferred by section 1" 
of the Sea Customs Act, 1878 (VIII oi Hq8) , the GUlcrnnr 

General in Council is pleased to prohibit the bringing illl,' 

British India by sea or by land oi goods liable to duty under 'ten' 
Xo_ 49 (1) (b) oi the First Schedule to the Indian Tariff Act, 1934 
(XXXII of 1934)", and 

(2) In exercise oi the powers conferred by sub-section 1,1) 01 

section 4 of the Indian Tariff Act, 1934 (XXXII of 1934,_ the 

Governor General in Council is pleased to intTease the duty chaq.:L'abk 

under the First Schedule to the ~aid Act on the articles specified ill 

the annexed table to the extent set forth therein_ 
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Article, with number 
of entry in the First 
SL he-dule under which 

chargeable. 

48 I I) Fabrics, not 
otherwise speci~ 
fled. containing 
more than 90 
per Cent. of 
artificial .tik-

I b) not of British 
manufacture. 

49(2) Fabrics, not 
otherwise sped. 
fled. containing 
not more than 
10 per cent. silk 
but more than 
10 per cent. and 
not more than 
90 per cent. 
artificial silk. 

(a) containing 50 
per cent. or 
more cattan

Iii) not of British 
manufacture. 

(b) containing no 
cotton or con
taining less than 
50 per cent. 
cattan-

i: ii) not of British 
manufacture. 

Present rate of duty 
chargeable under the 

Indian Tariff Act. 
(Up to 27th March, 

1937) . 
2 

SO per cent ad valorem 
or -1 annas per sq. 
yard, whichever is 
higher. 

50 per cent ad valorem 
or 3 Vi annas per 
sq. yard whichever 
is higher. 

50 per cent ad valorem 
or 1- annas per sq. 
yard whichever is 
higher. 

Increased rate of duty. 

3 

50 per cent ad valorem 
or 5 annas per sq. 
yard. whichever is 
higher. 

50 per cent ad valorem 
or 4 annas per sq. 
y~rd whichever is 
higher. 

50 per cent ad valorem 
or 5 annas per sq. 
yard whichever is 
higher. 

r'l' first notification prohibits the import into India of fents made 
I':" artificial silk or artificial silk mixtl1re~. while the serond raises 
r/:,," levd of duties payable on perf~ct artifil..'iai silk piel..'egoods and 
()li "lrtificial silk mixture goods imported from foreign countries. The 
el{,yt of these notifi(ations is that. henceforward, artificial silk square 
\,;',1 fents will pay import duty as artificial silk piecegoods. The 
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new rates of duty on foreign artificial silk piecegoods will be As. ~ 

per square yard on piecegoods containing more than 50 per rent. 
artificial silk, and As. 4 pef square yard on mixtures containing il':---' 

than 50 per cent. artificial silk as against As. 4 and As. 37.1 per squa;, 
yard respectively at present. 

By Notification )\0. 30 Customs, dated the 1st May. 1937, the 
Government of India in the Finance Department prohibited the bring
ing into British India of imports of fents liable to duty under item 
49 (I) (al of the First Schedule which were manufactured in Jap;", 
and were shipped after 1st April, 1937, unless they are covered by " 
certificate issued by or on behalf of the Department of Commerce allt1 
Industry, Japan, authorising export to India. 

According to the stipulations previously incorporated in the 
Agreement, the desirability of renewing the Indo-Japanese Conventiull 
and Protocol thereof, either in the form in whkh they stand or ill :t 

modified form, or of negotiating an entirely new agreement w;,s 
engaging the attention of the Government since August 193(1. 
Prior to that they convened a Conference of non-Officials representitl.~ 
various interests at Simla and consulted them on the question. 'VVhiil' 
the Government of India did well to take the representatives of the 
commercial community and other interests affected into their COIl

fidence. it ,,,,,·ould have been much more better if the representatives ot 
the various bodies were associated in the day-to day deliberations with 
representatives of Japan. 

At the time of the commencement of fresh negotiations with Japan, 
we observed in an article contributed to the 'Statesman' and other 
journals, as follows: "The present quota system~ viz., of Japan being 
allowed to send a fixed number of yards of piecegoods in return f· <. 

the purchase of a fixed quantity of cotton bales, is sound and if ill" 
established 011 a proper basis, it can operate in a manner which won],! 
ensure markets against steady disintegration as a result of currelH.Y 
depreciation and other iactors. It also safeguards the interests (1) 

the consumers and cultivators of cotton, since cotton a primary produn' 
of India, can to a substantial extent be assured of an expnr\ 
market." \Ve also mentioned in our article that in considering tlw 
question of a new agreement, the following important points, \\"hidl 
emerged from the working of the Protocol during the last 2Y, year,. 
should be borne in mind:-

"( I) The imports of piecegoods from Japan are measured '11 

terms of linear yardage and not square yardage. This system thrm,.; 
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open the door for evasion, for it would be possible for Japanese 
!n;!1lufacturers who are at present shipping the standard widths of 
25" to 28" to double their quota allowance by manufacturing their 
~onds measuring 52" in \\'idth in two selvedges at the centre separated 
in ,mall space which would enable the cloth to be divided readily 
i~!o' two pieces. This would be remedied by laying down that the 
terJ1l "yard" in the quota means a " square yard" so as to prevent the 
".,'1on of the quota by the device of shipping "splits" of double 
wirlth. 

(2) There has been a huge increase in the import of fents which 
ha- encouraged the evasion of the quota to an alanning extent. This 
(;1l1 be prevented either hy increasing the duty on fents or by laying 
down a maximum limit of their importation. say, 2 per cent. of the 
tntal yardage of piecegoods imported into this country from Japan. 

(3) The present quota does not include artificial silk piecegoods 
,Illd silk manufactures. This may be remedied by the inclusion in 
the quota of imports from Japan of artificial silk piecegoods and 
m !llU factures. The term "artificial silk" should also embrace 
~.\ lJthctic imports such as HFibre" or artificial staple fibre. These 
an :ficial silk goods constitute by their cheapness and attractive 
appearance a serious source of competition to cotton piecegoods as 
al::o to silk goods and some measure of protection should be devised 
for the unrestricted importation of .mch goods. 

(4) Considerable evasion oi the quota is possible through the 
Indian States and through A fghanistan and Xepal which adjoin the 
in·ntiers of British India. due to the smuggling of piecegoods into 
I\r:tish India. This may be remedied by strict vigilance by the 
l'tl:..;toms Department.* 

(5) The Government have recently conferred a considerable 
ar\\;\ntage on British piecegoods, to the decided detriment of the 
hl.Ji;ln Textile Industry by lowering the import duty on British 
pitt>tgoods and this wou1cl necessarily mean an increase of imports 
ir, 11 Lancashire. This heing so, it is the bounden duty of the 
\~f'\"ernment to protect the i'ndigenous cotton textile industry and 
hand loom wea\'ers from any further invasion of their territory by 
incrl'<\sed imports from Japan. I f, anything, in order to prevent the 

• By an Order of the Government dated February 1937. the re-expor
tat.l~n to India of plecegoods previously imported into Nepal through 
BIIlIsh Ports has been prohibited. 
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disintegration of the indigenous cotton industry the extent of the 
imports from Japan should be reduced. 

(6) Provision should be also made for the protection of the 
interest of the small industries like Soap, Potteries, Silk, Hosie;-y, 
Glassware etc. in which the industries meet with severe competiti'Jl1 
from Japan. 

(7) Governlllent should also provide against the possible invasion 
of Japanese tonnage upon the coastal trade of India as was app1 e
hended two years ago. 

It was further urg-ed by the commercial community that 
the Government of India would do well to consider a scheme 
by whil'h allotment of cotton piecegoods which may be exported frfl111 

Japan into India in any year under the quota would he based on 'the 
total Indian exports to Japan of all goods, subject to a minimum rd 
specified export of Indian raw cotton. The balance of trade during 
the last two years has been in favour of Japan " ... hich has expor1('d 
goods to India of the value of Rs. 20 and Rso 16 crores rcspectinoly 
in 1932-33 and 1933-34 and which has imported goods from In!i" 
of the value respectively of Rs. 14 and kso 12 crores. India was thus 
in a definitely favourable position for negotiating a Convention adpn
tag-eausly. It was also hoped that the Government of India " .. ould fDll~ 

utilise this position and conclude an agreement which, while securing
for the Indian Agriculturist an outlet for his surplus raw cotton, \\O(1uld 
fully safeguard the indigenous cotton textile industry, and other slllall 
indu~trics, in which considerable amount of capital had been inYc:'ted 
and which afforded employment to a large number of the people of the 
country." 

Indo-Iapanese Protocol of 1937 

After prolonged negotiations between the Government of lmlia 
and the representatives from the Government of Japan, the draft Pro
tocol was signed at Simla on the 12th April, 1937* It is to remain in 
force till 31st March, 1940. In the main, the terms of the new Prck,DI 
are substantially similar to those of the expiring Protocol. A comp;iri
son is made in the following table of the figures of import quota oj 
________ ---_. ____ 00 _____ - ________ _ 

"The notice of denundation given on the 21st October. 1936. of the 
Convention regarding the Commercial relations between India il.nd 
Japan will be withdrawn. and necessary steps will be taken so thar :he 
Convention may not cease to be in force before the end of the perIod 
covered by the Protocol. 
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Japanese piecegoods and the export quota of Indian raw cotton to 
.lapan, according to the 1934, and the 1937 Protocols:-

The basic quota of Japanese Cotton 
piecegoods to be exported to India 
in the piecegoods year (viz., April 
to March) shall be 

and it shall be linked with 
of Indian raw cotton exported to 
Japan in the corresponding cotton 
year (viz., January to December). 

In case the export of Indian raw 
cotton to Japan in any cotton year 
should exceed 1,000,000 bales, the 
quota of Japanese cotton piece
goods for the corresponding piece
goods year shall be determined by 
increasing the above basic quota at 
the rate of 1,500,000 yards to every 
additional 10,000 bales, provided 
that quota should in no case 
exceed 

.1. A piecegoods year shall be divided 
into two half-yearly periods the 
first half-yearly period running 
from the 1st April to 30th 
September and the second half
yearly period from the 1st 
October to 31st March of the 
following year, the quota for the' 
first half-yearly period shall be ... 
and a transfer from the quota 
for the first half-yearly period to 
the quota for the second half
yearly period shall be permitted up 
to a maximum of 

20 

1934 1937 
Protocol 

(Including 
Burma) 

(Yds.) 
325 ,000,000 

(Bales) 
1 ,000,000 

(Yds.) 
400,000,000 

(Yds.) 
200,000,000 

20,000,000 

Protocol 
( Excluding 
Burma) 

(Yds.) 
283,000,000 

(Bales) 
1,000,000 

(Yds.) 
358,000,000 

(Yds.) 
179,000,000 

25,000,000 
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4. The quota of cotton piecegoods 
shall be classified into the follow
ing categories in conformity with 
the following percentages:~ 

Plain greys 
Coloured and others 

This category is divided In the 
following manner under the new 
Agreement :-

Plain greys 
Bordered greys 
Bleached (white) goods 
Printed goods 
Other Coloured (dyed or 

woven) goods 

5. The 1937 Agreement also stipulates 
that the quota is exclusive of cotton 
fents, i.e., bona fide remnants not 
exceeding four yards in length, 
and that the quantity of cotton 
fents imported from Japan into 
India in any cotton piecegoods year 
shall not exceed 8.95 million yards, 
the Government of India agreeing 
that customs duties on cotton fents 
shall not exceed 35 per cent. ad 
valorem. 

1934 
Protocol 

(Including 
Burma) 

45 per cent. 
34 per cent. 

1937 
Protoc{jl 

(Excluding 
Burma) 

40 per cent. 

13 .. 
10 " 
20 " 

17 " 

.. 

.. 

(For a full text of the Protocol, see Indian Trade Jour""J c' 
6th ~Iay 1937). 

Reception of the Indo-Japanese Agreement of 1937 

The first reaction which this Agreement has produced in the !liind~ 
of the textile interests of India and the commercial community i, one 
of disappointment. It was expected by the commercial conulilmit: 
that the Indo-Japanese negotiations would provide a means for pn,tect
ing and safeguarding the various minor industries against inroad~ anl

1 

encroachments by Japan through keen competition. True, there is ,I 
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slight decrease in the quota of imports of piecegoods from 325 million 
to 2H3 million yards, in India, but it is due to separation of Burma, 
which by a separate agreement with Japan has fixed a quota of 42 
million yards.- It is also a pity that the quota of imports of piecegoods 
has not been fixed in terms of square§ yards, to avoid evasion by ex
porting cloth of double width. It is disappointing to find however that 
in spite of repeated representations to Government, lhe importation of 
jen" which has been fixed at 8.95 million yards, has not been included 
in the regular quota, as should have been done, having regard to the 
..:urnplaints that such fents were generally regular piecegooos deli
oerately cut to fent-lengths. It is also felt that no quota limitation has 
been placed on the imports of made-up goods, cotton blankets and 
certain other classes of textile goods not ordinarily classed as 
piecegoods. t The Government of India appeared to be unduly 
nen"ous that, if an agreement was not concluded with Japan, the latter 
lIouid refuse to take Indian cotton thereby hitting directly the Indian 
agr'culturists; but they seem to have lost sight of the fact that Indian 
wtU.lfl has found favour with Japan for no other reason (han its 
iavoJurable price parity and because it pays Japan to import cotton 
irom India for her textile manufactures. Mr. Kasturbhai Lalbhai, 
who acted as the leader of the non-official delegation during the Indo
Japanese negotiations, stated in a press interview, that the terms of 
the new agreement were materially different from the unanimous 
recommendations made by the non-official advisers at Simla. He 
conceded that Government had tried to meet the non-official view to 
some extent by raising the duties on artificial silk piecegoods, but the 
main point at issue was not so much the assistance to a particular 
industry as the psychological effect which this Agreement would create. 
It would render any further agreement far more difficult than the 

* Under the new Burma-Japan Agreement, the quota for Japanese 
pie,".:-:giX>CIs into Burma is fixed at 42 million yards per year. It is 
Significant to note that in 1936. Burma imported 70 million yards from 
japen. Thus. India will have to absorb 28 million yards of piecegoods 
~o!.<:! under the new quota. and the indigenous industry will be displaced 
trI tt;e home market to that extent. 

§ Our argument finds further strength from the fact that the Japanese
Australian Trade Pact. which was concluded in January 1937 fixed the 
quota of the importation of Japanese Piecegoods into Australia at 
102 l100.000 square yards in return for the purchase of 400.000 bales of 
wool annually by Japan from Australia. and the America~Japan Cotton 
~greement concluded in January 1937 also fixed the quota of Japanese 
IIDports into America for 1937 and 1938 at 155,000.000. and 100,000,000 
square yards. respectively. 

t The America~Japan Cotton Agreement conc1uded in January, 1937. 
cm-ere<! not only bleached textiles but also an extensive variety of 
specialities. such as towels, table-cloths, bed-spreads, handkerchiefs, etc. 
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present one. Mr. Kasturbhai felt that the Government had cerrain 
factors which should have helped them to stand firm, and secure wh:tt 
the non-official advisers advocated as the minimum requirement:, 111 

the situation, but they did not utilise their advantageous position, in 
concluding the agreement. 

It will thus be ohvious that the Indo-Japanese Agreement of I'J3i 
does not generally satisfy the Indian textile interests and the commer
cial community, because the Government of India have failed to t:tl~t' 

note of the unanimous and modest recommendations of their unoffi.:ial 
advisers for safeguarding the interests of the various small industr;e~ 
in the country, by freeing them from keen competition from Jap,lIl. 

There also appears to be no reason ,vhy the Government of India 
should have displayed such anxiety for concluding the Protocol and 
the Agreement, in such a manner, only ior ensuring an outlet ll)r 

Indian raw cotton in Japan, especially bet"ause it is known that jal·an 
would certainly continue to purchase Indian raw cotton, because ~ht 
finds it profitable to buy cotton from the Indian market, and that 'he 
can ill-afford to lose this cotton required for the manufacture of coarse 
goods. 

We feel that the Government of India could have insisted on the 
inclusion of various small industries in the Agreement, and (c·uld 
have reduced the quota of import of piecegoods, particularly in yi('\\' 

of the increase and diversification of India's production of piecegollds. 
But that was not to be. It is too early for us yet to pass any definite 
opinion on the terms of the new Indo-Japanese Agreement, but wt: do 
feel that India has not used her hargaining power as she could 
have done, and that Japan has driven a better bargain. In any ca::e, 
we will have to observe patientJy the working of the Agreement during 
the next three years, and then to consider afresh in the light of it~ 

working, how the Agreement may be modified, when it falls due 
in April, 1940. 

The Cot/on Textile Industry to-day 

Let us now review the progress of the mill-industry in the year 
1936. Acconling to the Statement of the Bombay Millowners' A"".'ia
tion issued on 31st August, 1936, the total number of cotton iildls 

working in India is 379 (excluding 47 mills in course of erection) 
having an aggregate strength of 9,857,000 spindles and 200,062 len",5: 
and the average number of workers employed in the industry daily I:' 

418,000, The quantity of Cotton consumed by Indian mills is 
31,09,618 bales of 392 Ibs. each. To indicate the development of the 
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;ndustry in the post-war period, these figures are compared' with that 
"j 1'114 in the following table:-

Ko. 1914 1936 Percentage 

Mills 271 379 
Spindles 6,778,895 9,857,000 
Looms 104,179 200,062 
Hands Employed 260,276 418,000 
Cotton Consumed' 2,143,126 3,109,618 

*In bales of 392 Ibs. each. 

increase. 
+39.8 
+4.1.4 
+92.3 
+60.7 
+4.1.0 

VB. The figures for 1914 are for the year ending 30th June, 
and those for 1936 are tor the year ending 31st August. 

But if we were to judge the progress of the Indian cotton 
mil: industry from the point of view of the average number of spindles 
and looms per mill, it will be seen that the industry has made very 
lin:c progress in the post-war period. The following table would 
illustrate this point. 

1914 1936 Percentage 
increase 

Av, Spindles per Mill 25,014 26,007 + 3.9 
Av. Looms per Mill 384 554 +46.6 
Av. Spindles per Loom 65 44 -32.3 

It will be readily seen from a glance at this table that 
[ht: only noteworthy progress of the industry is an appreciable 
tn(rease in the number of looms per mill. This is due to the 
111~~1 ked increase in combined spinning and weaving establishments 
a5 t'ompared with mills equipped for spinning only. Formerly, the 
industry was predominantly a spinning industry. But as India's export 
:r;!,le in yarn has declined, there has been greater expansion in weaving 
thall in spinning. The figures of the last ten or eleven years are 
:Ihl~ ilinating in this respect. Thus, during the first six years 
1}"23-.31) of this period, \\'hile there came into existence no less than 
30 JlLW combined weaving and spinning mills, new mills equipped 
t>~('ntially for spinning numbered only 8. Again during the last five 
.'"'' , (1931-35) while combined weaving and spinning mills have 
111( t,.·ased in number by no less than .34, purely spinning mills have 
,fcc 't'ased in number by 14. 

Diminishing Dominance of Bombay. 

Another very outstanding development in the industry in the 
po': war period has been the gradually decreasing dominance of 



158 INDIAN COTTON TEXTILE INDUSTRY 

Bombay. The industry is more and more shifting to Ahmedabad and 
to the rest of India, as ran be seen from the following table:-

Mills working 
1931 1936 

Bombay 73 74 
Ahmedabad 73 84 
Rest of India 166 221 

Looms Instailed 
Bombay 76,975 68,348 
Ahmedabad 40,022 50,811 
Rest 0 f India 65,432 80,903 

Spindles Instailed 
Bombay 3,427,000 2,985,357 
Ahmedabad 1,743,523 2,041,514 
Rest of India 4,141,430 4,830,129 

The following table illustrates the variations in the expansion oj 

the industry by locations, during 1936 as compared to 1931. 

1931 1936 
Bombay City 73 74 
Ahmedabad 73 84 
Rest of Bombay Presidency 57 65 
Rajputana 4 5 
Berar 4 4 
C. P. 7 8 
Hyderabad State 4 6 
Central India 12 15 
Bengal 13 24 
Punjab 4 6 
Delhi Province 5 7 
U. P. 22 25 
Madras 25 45 
Travancore 1 1 
Mysore 4 6 
Pondicherry 3 3 
Burma 1 1 

Grand Total 312 (a) 379 (b) 

(a) Excluding 24 Mills in course of erection. 
(b) Excluding 47 Mills in course of erection. 
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It will be apparent from a study of the above table how the 
textile industry in Bombay is losing its importance, while Ahmedabad 
and the rest of India are gaining ground. The causes contributing to 
this state of affairs are severa1. In the first place, the management 
oi the mills in Ahmedabad is mucb more economical as the Managing 
"Rents take a keen personal interest in the management of their mills 
ill which they have a large stake unlike some of the Managing Agents 
oi the Bombay mills who have many kinds of business to attend to 
and who are, therefore, unable to look after the management of the mills 
as assiduously and closely as the Managing Agents of Ahmedabad. 
The Special Tariff Board report also observed that "In Ahmedabad we 
find a group of modern and well-equipped mills, many of which are 
manufacturing fine quality goods nearer to the types imported from the 
l-nited Kingdom than are to be found at any other centre in India. 
Oil a comparison of the trading and financial results of both Bombay 
"nd Ahmedabad mills, one generally finds that Ahmedabad group 
returns much better results than the Bombay mills." 

Machinery for dealing with Industrial Disputes' 

As successive Tariff Boards have pointed out, the greatest dis
ability in the cost of manufacture from which Bombay suffers in 
((ll'lparison with Ahmedabad and other up-country centres is in its 
hi~h cost of labour. While in Ahmedabad and in other centres, out
breaks of strikes are not frequent and had never been of virulent type, 
Rnmbay mills are always menaced with strikes of a serious nature 
which very often throw the industry out of gear and thus increase the 
((;;t of production and reduce the efficiency of the mills. 

While in Bombay there is no proper machinery for settling 
eli-putes between the employers and the employees, in Ahmedabad, 
tmuble has been averted, due to the intervention of Mahatma Gandhi, 

* The: number of dispute:s in the Cotton and Woonen Mills in India 
during 1932. 1933, 193'1, 1935, and 9 months ended September, 1936 along 
with the number of workers involved and the days lost are: given below 
for the purposes of comparison:-

Year No. of No. of Days lost. 

1932 
1933 
193'1 
1935 
1936 
(9 months ended 
SepteiDber, 1936) 

Disputes workers 

61 
95 

107 
58 
47 

involved 
52,178 

101.118 
217,889 

77,218 
43.343 

5'16.171 
1.\3'1,317 
4,37'1.'1'15 

572.005 
6&1.281 
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a genuine friend of labour, in whom millowners also repose great (on· 
fidence. Compared to Bombay, Ahmedabad has a more contented 
labour force and thanks to the goods offices of Mahatma Gandhi, .1 

has been possible for the industry and the labourers to avoid strikes :illt1 
uisturbances in \ ... ·orking, detrimental to all concerned, and cau~:ng 

immense losses to the national wealth, The Ahmedabad Millowr',T, 
deserve full praise for the marvellous results they have achieved, b, 
working under discipline, and avoiding strikes in the industry. \\'e 
wish such excellent example of Ahmedabad can be emulated in other 
parts of India also, 

Other disadvantages of Bombay 

Among the other disadvantages of Bombay, mention may be m"Jc 
of the higher cost of fuel, local taxation, cost of water, obsolete madli
nery, etc., though these are offset to some extent by the advantage that 
Bombay has in respect of cost of stores, insurance and office expen.::es. 
'While Bombay is a port and is therefore far removed from the 0)]1-

suming centres, Ahmedabad and other upcountry and South Im!:an 
mills are situated in dose proximity to consuming centres and t:1lIS 

there is a considerable saving in the shape of railway freight, steamer 
freight etc. in supplying to local markets. In respect of the produciion 
of the coarser kinds of cloth, the cost in Bombay is about 2 ar.;la~ 

higher than the cost in the upcountry mills, which means that the 
upcountry mills can undersell Bombay mills, The Tariff Board ill 
1926 also remarked that Bombay is not in a position to compete \\"ith 
up-country mills in respect of the coarser kinds of goods_ In the 
face of these disadvantages, it is therefore no wonder that the 
dominance of Bombay in cotton textile industry is generally decreas
ing, while Ahmedabad and other mills are gaining in importance y.;ar 
after year, Speaking at the Annual General Meeting of the Millom,," 
Association, Bombay on 10th March, 1937, Mr. V. N. Chandavar'a ... 
the President, observed that the increase in the production of piece· 
goods by Indian milts had been mainly "confined to centres our:-:ide 
Bombay City. Bombay's production is more or less the same a:- I, 
was ten years ago. I f we also take into account the growing produc
tion of the hand loom industry, I do submit that it \\-'ouId now be 
opportune to undertake a general survey of the situation with a yie\\" 

to controlling production within the limits of the demand. COl~ling 

to the special position of our city and island industry, we have re;~son 
to believe that the sacrifices and economies made during the lasi :,ix 
or seven years by all concerned are bearing fruit, and our mills appear 
to be better able to stand against both internal and external COllll'CI:

tion than they were some years ago. Much, however, still rem;tim 
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!II he done in the way of replacement of machinery." Thus we see 
;11:1' Bombay MiHowners are not viewing the diminishing importance 
I)f :heir industry with equanimity and are taking vigorous steps to 
rl't;~in their share of the production of India's Cotton Textile Industry 
(ll'\ as a result of their sustained endeayours, there is reason to hope 
that they may rehabilitate their importance particularly in the prmtuc
ti(JIl of finer qualities of cloth. 

Labour and Capital in Bombay 

The relations between the Mill-owners and the \vorkmen since 
1\j~3 when the depression in the Bombay textile industry set in, have 
!lil; been happy. In the year 1925, there was a general strike in the 
nl nnbay mill industry consequent on a cut in the wages of the wOTk-
111<"1 by 11 Y, per cent due to the depressed state of the industry when 
;hl' ,I ill-owners approached the Government fDr the abolition of the 
",·ise duty. This strike lasted for 2Y, months and ended when the 
C( Irernment suspended the excise duty and in consequence the 
.\li~lo\\-ners restored the cut in wages. The Indian Cotton Textile 
'l':" .. iff Board of 1926 mtlde some suggestions for improvements in 
:abOJur and for introduction of methods for obtaining an increased 
11\lj-!)ut per operative. Some mills tried to gi've effect to these sugges
:i,,;;s for increasing the output per operative and this led to sporadic 
:-tr:kes which resulted in favour of the emp10yees except in one case 
which resulted in a compromise. Although vcry many of these strikes 
i,,;kd, the alleged grievances of the workmen remained and later on, 
re::~ilted in a general strike. 

In April, 1928, a general strike in Bombay City commenced 
\1 ithout any warning whatever and it spread to almost an the mills 
in :he city due largely to intimidation and stone-throwing which com
pe~lcd most ~!ill !\fanagers to close down their mills. No demands 
\\ e; ': formulated by the men prior to going on strike and no statement 
wa..; submitted to the 1\lillowners for redress of the specific grievances. 
Tr, :tll intents and purposes, this strike was a lightning strike and in the 
words of the Labour Gazette, "owing- to the strenuous propaganda 
canied on by certain labour leaders in favour of a general strike by 
ho].:ing mass meetings and intimidating the operatives in the working 
mil:" the number of mills closed began to increase steadily from the 
23d April, and by the 26th all the cotton mills in the Bombay city 
ex·, pt one had to be closed and nearly 1Y, lakhs of textile workers 
We:',,' thrown out of employment." The intervention of H.E. the GoveT
nrn 'If Bombay and other officials was of no avail. The strike continued 
for ~t period of neaTly six months, and it was called off on certain 

21 
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conditions. The Government appointed the Bombay Strike Enqu;r, 
Committee consisting of three Members in October, 1928 to go illt(1 

the terms of reference agreed upon between the parties, under (he 
Chairmanship of Sir Charles Fawcett. The Report of the Faw,'d; 
Committee was published on 26th lIlarch, 1929. During the inter",", 

. ing period, the extremist 1abour leaders of the Girni Karngar Un~()c 
made strenuous efforts to increase the number of their members and 
to prepare them for their contemplated strike whkh they intended to 
bring about. The number of the memb~rs of the Girni Kamgar L' niuJl 
which was 324 in 1928 was increased to 54,000 in December, 1928 and 
continued to be al that figure upto March 1929. 

The main grievances of the vwrkers prior to the general strike 
were dealt with in the Report of the Fawcett Committee, prominent 
among which were a direct cut in wages, reduction in monthly earn
ings owing to indirect causes like the reduction of piece rates, introdu(
tion of new varieties of cloth at unremunerative rates., introduction ui 
a method of paying wages on the weight of the cloth after it haJ 
undergone a subsequent process instead of the actual weight of the 
produce on the looms, etc. There were also minor grievances in (on
nection with the infliction of fines, dismissal, etc. etc. From the 
4th October, 1928 up to the declaration of the general strike in April. 
1929, there were no less than 71 strikes. There is no doubt, howel cr. 

that the general strike of 1929 should have been settled by Ihe ~l ,II· 
owners and the ,vorkers in a more amicable spirit, and ruin to the 
I.ntlls, to the strikers and to the country avoided. In the opiniun (li 
the Court of Inquiry appointed hy the Government of Bombay on ;'[)t 

3rd July, 1929 with !\Ir. H. G. Pearson as its chairman, the prolong'" 
tion of the strike was due both to the aggressive and mischie\'llll~ 

propaganda of the officials of the Girni Kamgar Union and to the 
picketing and intimidation of the strikers and acts of violence commit
ted hy them on non-strikers. The Court of Inquiry also suggested II"" 
some of the other difficulties in the way of a settlement were !h~ 

absence of (,'ontat't between the Millon-ners and the workers and !hi: 
absence of any machinery such as Arbitration Boards to settle dispute~ 
as they arose. 

Labour Legislation, Women Labour and Employm,nt of Childr,,, 

The relationship bet,,,,een the lahourers and the millO\'lners (tln
tinues to be unsatisfactory even after the lapse of seven years, ~iill'e 

1929. However, in the meantime the Government have taken sen'raJ 
important measures affecting the welfare of the labourers in gcn(,f;J! 

and the textile labourers in particular. A Labour officer has been 
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"cppointed in Bombay by the Government, to bring about better under
~{;!.!Iding among the labourers and millowners.* It remains to be seen 
ho\vever v{hether this method of settling disputes wi11 he successful 
when provinces function under autonomous Governments, particularly 
"!s the Government Labour officer \vill be responsible not to labour, but 
iU Government. The method of compulsory arbitration would perhaps 
lie found more helpful, at least till genuine trade unions come into 
,"xi:'lence. It is a matter of regret that the machinery of the Trade 
Dispute Act, which provides at least a substitute for arbitration, has 
no1 been made any use of, during the last few years, although it is ('ap
::bh: of avoiding bitterness, and increasing the prosperity of the industry, 
Ly obviating strikes etc. The Royal Commission on Labour made 
5creral important recommendations for the improvement of 
iht: condition of labourers all over India, and based on several 
I.i their recommendations, the Government of India passed the 
l!lllian Factories Act in 1935, which goes a long way to meet the 
grievances of workers employed in the various industries 10 the 
(0untry. Under this Act, the various Provincial Governments have 
iramed their respective Factories Rules in urder to suit the peculiar 
~'IJIl(litions of labour in their provinces. The employment of children 
under 12 is forbidden by law in India, and maternity benefits are given 
to women workers t at the cost of the employers" In 1936, the Govern
ment of India also passed the Payment of Wages of Act which came 
into force in the various provinces in March, 1937. This Act and the 
Rules framed thereunder would also help the labourers in the various 
provinces. The ~IiJ1owners Associations are also taking suitable 
steps to improve the lot of textile workers. I t is hoped that as a resu1t 
cd these ameliorative measures, the conditions of labour would be 
::ulHantially improved and the relations between the :Millowners and 
:h1.: workers would be more happy in the Indian textile industry. 

---- -- "- - "----- -- - - ---
• Since 1935, the Bombay Millowners' Association has also initiated 

various reforms calculated to improve relations with Labour. such as, for 
instance:_ 

( 1) the introduction and maintenance 01 the Jobbers, Record 
system; 

(2) the introduction and running of the Badli control system; 
(3) the introduction of Service Certificates for retrenched workers; 

and 
( 4-) the introduction of the Ticket System for all Piece Workers, 

The services of the Association's Labour Officer are also reqUisitioned 
by :-.everal mills when schemes of rationalization are contemplated and 
put into force. or when wage problems are under discussion. Since 
,~pril, 1937, an Assistant Labour Officer has also been appointed by the 
AsSllciation. 

. t It would be Interesting to note that 39 per cent" of the mill labour 
m India consists 0 f women. 
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Attempt at Standardisation of Wages 
In 1936, the Ahmedabad Jllill industry made endeavours to arr;" 

at a scheme of st:lndanlisation of weav~r's wages. A1though .iH.: 
negotiations have not yet reached conclusion between the industry <l1l,) 

the labour unions, there are hopes that the scheme win be finali~~'11 

before long. It must he remarked however that this question I~ :1 

little difficult one, the solution of which has been found difficult t:\ L"ll 

for Lancashire, and Bombay. 

Ahmedabad Attempts Reduction of Wages 
During 1936, the Ahmedabad Mill indmtry demanded a red'KI'._1l 

in wages of workmen, in order to enable it to withstand competit; In 

with other centres with lower wages. The Textile Labour Associat;·,t} 
did not agree to this suggestion, and the matter was referred to arbiti:l

tion. The arbitrators were !\lahatma Gandhi, and :Mr. Kasturbi::li 
Lalbhai. The arbitration was conducted at \\'ardha but as there wa:-~! 
difference of opinion among the arbitrators, the mattcr was referr·:d 
to Sir Govind ~ladgavkar, who was appointed as empire. lfe 
delivered his award against the reduction. Although the industry did 
not Jike this decision, it must be said to its credit, that the indus·.~y 

has accepted it without mut:h demur. But for this incident, lne 
relations between labour and capital in Ahmedabad, during the j"t.::I:·, 

were cordial. 
Hours of works in factories 

The Indian Factories Act, \ ..... hieh (arne into force in British In(;i:1 
on 1st January, 1935, restricted the number of \,rorking hours of tex<le 
operatives to 54 per week. Since then most of the Bombay mills \\-~.: C 

working 54 hours although at times their machinery is kept ;unning td 
hours by spet:ial arrangements. It was cuntended un bchalf of thL_~t: 

mills which were working longer hours and double shifts, that, in em;cr 
to reduce the working costs with a view to compete with foreign dt,:h. 
they were resorting to this system of working. 

Washingtoll Conj.'rence of 1937 
11 will also be interesting to note in this connection that a Tripan:[c 

Conferen"'e was convened by the International Labour OffiCL" :!1 

\\'ashington on the 2nd April~ 1937 for the examination of thi-:-C 

aspects of the textile industry which directly ur indirectly might 11.1 \'(: 
a bearing on the impruvement of social conditions in that indusl'-Y. 
The Confen:nce was composed of two hunded delegates and advi::;l.:r~ 

representing 23 nations in whkh textile production formed ;!l1 

important part uf the national economy, Eal'h nation was rel,!'t
sented by a Government delegate and representatives of employers alld 

workers. The Government of India, after consulting the vari'Jus 
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:extiJe interests in the country, appointed Mr. B. M. BirJa as the Indian 
Elllployers' Representative and M r. R. R. Bakhale, as the Labour IJek
oJ'lk to that Conference, while Sir FiTOZ Khan X 0011, the High Com-" , 
-:li:- ... iuner for lndia in London, represented the Goverrunent of India. 
it \. :lS reported that while the Cunference was In progress the 
I)r:li"h and Japanese employers, representing major textile: 
eXl" 'rting countries, combined together at the Conference tu 
I'Pl),de the suggestion that the textile industry throughout the world 
,hc"ld adopt the United States' example of a 4O-hour week On 
I,d] :l1' of the United States it was stated by the employers' represen
;ati,c that under the 1'\atiooal Recovery Act, the American textile 
mJu:-try's adoption had not led to curtailment of prufits. The British 
:m:,ufacturers' adviser claimed that a 40-hour week would bring 
,\is,:-.ler to employers and employees alike. The Japanese Government 
,id,:.;ate declared that the nations, whose textile manufacturers 
JejJ~'llded on their exports, would not bind themselves to labour 
~tal,Jards in face of the rising trade barriers. Sir Firoz Khan Noon 
;, ":.-0 reported to have declared that the Indian Textile Industry would 
bt .\"lped out by Japanese competition if the tariff barriers were 
~tr;" :ved. .Mr. B. 11. Rirla is also reported to have stressed the 
Jl~:,ulties of the Indian Textile Industry, especially cotton which 
,';Wj!llt bear any increase in burden at this stage. 11r. Birla also 
l'ri!',ed Mr. Roosevelt's recovery work and appealed to the Conference 
11) t'Irmulate suggestions for an increased consumption of textiles, 
tSi'~"'ially in markets like India, which ",'ere adually large but poten
tial:, much larger. In view of the fact that India recently adopted 
the j~ hours week for textile labour, and that the Indian 
:ndl;:-try has yet to make a considerable headway in her production 
it l1~ed hardly be emphasised that India cannot be a party to any 
~estriction in the working hours of textile mills. Since the 
\\';!,hington Conference is nut a regular session of the International 
L\l" IUT Conferem:e and would take no final decisions and that its 
~~\.."' '\lmendations would he open for examination at the 23rd session 
(,f ,'H~ International Labour Conference at Geneva in June 19.37, the 
Go" I'rnment of India should avail themselves of the earliest opportunity 
:1.1 , "'press their opinion that this proposal of 40 hours per ' ... ·eek In 

:'e:x~, ie industry would not at all suit present Indian conditions. 

h· :lltetion in Prices of Indian Piecegoods and benefit to Consumers 

\\"e may now consider the trcned of prices of doth In 

Ind· ,n during the last few years, and review the causes of 
:)le ,lrogressive fall in the price of piecegoods. As regards the 
!Jrl" '> of indigenous piecegoods, it is rather difficult to ascertain 
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the effect of duties on foreign goods and the relation to Indian 
mill prices. The 1935 Special Tariff Board observed "we h,", 
received some evidence regarding the course of prices but (111,\ 

it diffil'UIt to estimate the relative effects of the duties and of other 

factors that have influenced market values ......... Cnder normal comli-
lions the price of the manufactured article is largely influenced by tht 
cost of the raw material and in the past, prices of American cotton \],I\'\.: 

generally determined ruling rates for other growths ...... In India lht.: 

S'lvadeshi movement and boycott activities for a time affected reali,-;\
tion of prices as well as the volume of imports from the "Coited King
dom while large arrivals from Japan of cheap textile goods had a de
pressing effect in all markets. The Indian textile position has b('~n 
further complicated by keen internal competition in some lines where 
overproduction by local mills has resulted in periodical accumulation~ oi 
stocks and consequent temporary closing down of spindles and looms. 
The effect of this competition is reflected in the persistently low len:1 
of values ruling in India for the lower grades of both yarn and cjpth 
which in turn react on better qualities to the advantage of the (',,11-

sumer and the disadvantage of the manufacturer." The position ;i~ 

stated herein is largelv true even to-day and the following figure; 
issued by the !\lillowners' Association, Bombay, only confirm the vin\' 
that since the depression set in 1930, the consumer has been gettin.t: 
his cloth at cheaper rates. 

Average price per yard of Indian mill-made cloth 

1929-30 1930-31 1931-32 1932-33 1933-34 1934-35 
As. 

3.81 
As. 

3.15 
As. 

2.87 
As. 
2.77 

As. 
2.64 

As. 
2.41 

This reduction is all the more significant because the per cat;/a 
consumption of doth in India has been increasing all these years, yi7 .. 

13.8 yds. in 1930-31, 149 yds., in 1931-32, 17.5 yds., in 1932-.'13, 14.0 
vds., in 1933-34 and 16.3 yds. in 1934-35.* It is therefore clear ,1>,11 
the bogey of consumers' interest being jeopardised by protection tn 

indigenous industry c:annat be raised in this case, and with increa~ed 
production anti an extended market there is every- prospect for the 
Indian textile industry to supply Indian market with doth at CO!ll

petitive and ~heap prices. The Special Tariff Board also recogni..,\·d 
that "the Indian market is essentially a price market and keen CODlj't'-

~ would be of interest to note that the per capita consumption ()f 
cloth in Malaya is 30 yards. and of the whole world 55 yads 
There is thus an enormous scope for the development of the indigen(Jus 
industry, even in the internal market of the country if the consumer is 
enabled to buy more, as a result of an improvement in his purchasing 
power. 
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ni(1Il at home and abroad has prevented the manufacturer from pass
'''g on to the consumer the full effect of the higher duties. While 
price'; of Indian manufactures have been adversely affected hy the 
pril'l"S and in some cases by the volume of foreign imports, the con
tinued low level of wholesale prices for certain lines of pie~ .. ·egoods 
p"" ,ueed by the In<iian mills tend to support the statement made to us 
that internal competition has been responsible to some extent for the 
trading results of the industry in recent times." 

Internal Competition Reduces Prices of Cloth 

The following extract from the address delivered by Mr. 
I', \, Chandavarkar President of the Bombay Millowners' Association, 
'11 :'Ilarch. 1937, iurther proves that internal competition has been the 
,!on,inant factor in bringing down the prices of indigenous piece
~uods:-

"A direction in which I feel there is scope for improvement and 
and closer collaboration is the selling of our products. OUf 
Association has been in existence for wen-nigh sixty-two 
years, and inspite of difficulties and handicaps we have 
been able to take organised action in many a direction, but 
I am afraid so far our efforts to bring about closer colla
boration in the matter of regulatiott of prices have turned 
out to be futile. I think that, unless we apply our mind 
closely to this question and arrive at some arrangement, it 
will be difficult for our members to take advantage of any 
rise in prices." (Italics ours). 

Night Shift-Working of Mills . 

. \nother factor which tends to depress prices is the increase in 
the mills working night shi fts in India, which aggravates internal com
jdition, The following table shows the number of mills that had been 
\I'n-king night shifts in Bombay and Ahmedabad during the last five 
~·ert··." together with the average number of men employed on night 
~hji,s ;-* 

\Ionthly average 1931 1932 1933 1934 1935 
\ullIber of mll1s working 
nlg, t shifts in-

Bombay city 24 26 13 2S 33 
\hmedabad 18 20 15 24 29 

._-- ------_._-
Tot:d mills 42 46 28 49 62 

-------- -- ------
• Report of the Special T arilf Board, 1936, page 52. 
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N umber of workers 1931 1932 1933 1934 1 ()J~ 
employed on night 
shifts in-

Bombay City 10,202 15,297 6,532 16,154 27 .. ',1; 

Ahmedabad 6,269 7,089 4,908 9,529 11.. ,13 
----- ~-- ------ --- -_._-

Total workers 16,471 22,386 11,440 25,683 38.c'3·) 

Causes of Japanese efficiency 
Alongside of internal competition, there exists foreign l"' 'lll

petition also, especially irom Japan both by reason of prices and :hL' 
volume of imported piecegoods, which tend to depress prices of il' li· 
genous piecegoods. Japanese textile competition exists not onl: ir: 
the Indian market, but also throughout wodd markets and then: ,:n: 
several factors ,,:hieh contribute to the success of Japanese tcx!ile 
industry. Compared to India, Japanese textile machinery is at ka~: 
10 years ahead, in its modern character, and efficiency. High drail
ing as a method of reducing costs has been the principal feature of [he 
Japanese mills for the last so many years and this combined "ith 
automatic looms which are in great favour in Japan is greatly ;":;s· 
ponsible for reducing the number of operatives per unit to a low k'.el 
It is said by well-informed persons who have visited Japan that ,ht 
average number of looms miIHled by an operative in a Japanese mii1 ; ... 
25 on counts of 50s. and the number of operatives per 1,000 spin,lie::
on this count is nearly 4.4 per shift. The average oi all-Japan [{j)" 

205. could be taken at round about 7 per shift per 1,000 spindles. J t 
is also stated that of late Japanese mills have taken to fine spinnin~ in 
which they have successfully competed in the U.S.A. market and (,ell 

the (ompetition from Japan is hkely tu be keen day by day in II1,lia 
also. The wages also are 10\\' in Japan. Over 93 per cent. 01 ·.h.: 
operatives in the Japanese mills are girls between 16 and 30 year'- IIi 
age and the average wage is reported to be about 60 sen per day lit 
80 hours of work both for the spinner and weaver, which comc:-- III 

about 7 annas at the present rate of exchange. The following .!fe 

sume of the additional features contributing to the SUccess ui ;he 
Japanese textile industry:-

1. Power is very cheap; hydro-electric power which is a\ ;til· 
able at about 2Y, sen per kilowatt hour or about 3 1':" 
is utilised in every mi11. 

2. Freight by train inside the country and sea-freight- '" 
Japanese ships are notoriously low. For instance, 1: t~ 

stated that a ton of piecegoods is conveyed from ", ,be 
to Bombay for about 16 yen or Rs. 12 only, a di;tcll<,e 
of over 5,000 miles. 
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3. The freight rates in Japanese railways for transport of coal 
and other mill stores are very low and compare very 
favourably with the ruling rates of freight over Indian 
railways for these articles. 

4. Mass production and an efficient labour force. 

5. The welfare and the contentment of Japanese workers 
receive the most scrupulous attention at the hands of the 
Japanese industrialists, and the girls who work in the 
factories receive training in all sorts of lessons during 
their off-time, some of the lessons being sewing. cooking, 
first-aid, maternity and even the use of arms to make 
them more modern and useful citizens. 

6. Of late, the home-made Japanese machinery has given a 
great impetus to the progress of the Japanese textile 
industry. 

One can therefore well imagine how Japan is able to meet world 
\-I,n:jletition in textile products in all the markets and there is no 
'.\lIJlder that the Indian mills are feeling keenly the competition from 
.:ap;lll which tends to depress the prices of the indigenous mi11 products. 
TI!l.: solution to some extent appears to lie in the direction of the 
!ndi:m mill industry putting its house in order by improving its saJes 
f1rganisation, and of increasing its efficiency to a great extent, 
i' ;, cherishes the hope of being able to meet Japanese competition. 
j:ut it would be unwise to let the Indian industry go under, 
~:rJ1;)ly because another country produces goods cheaply, and 
:: ;<. the duty of the Government, in national interests, to 
':l\'t: it the necessary measure of protection and assistance in all 
p""ible ways, which would give the industry adequate shelter for a 
co"" ,nable period of time, and enable it to adopt efficient methods of 
production of doth at prices which would compare favourably with 
("ther countries. 

Financial Position of the Mill-Industry 

\ny survey of the Cotton textile industry in India will not be 
~'IJtnplcte without a study of the capital invested in the industry and 
'he ·ii\"idends that have been declared by some of the important units 
In 1~-,t industry from time to time. The following table shows the 
'll~t'-:bution of dividends during the past ten years, by a few public 
"m,',,1 liability companies, as also the capital and debentures issued 
:l\, ti;t:m in India. 

22 



Capital & Dividend Statement of Cotton Mills in India 

Name of the Company 
Capital paid up 

in lakhs of 
Rs. 

---- ------1----
Ahmedabad Advance 

Apollo 

Bangalore, Woollen &: Cotton Mill. 

Bengal Luxmi 

Bengal Nagpur 

Birla Cotton Spinning &: Weaving ... 

Bombay Cotton 

Bom bay Dyeing 

Bowreah Cotton 

Bradbury 

Buckingham & Carnatic 

Cawnpor~ Textilcl"l 

10.00 

25.00 
D. 20.00 

20.20 
6 C.P. 6.00 

17.78 

0.00 
7 C.P. 3.00 
6 D. 4.00 

15.00 

11.89 
5 C.P 10.52 

62.75 

6.00 
"A."P. 6.00 
"B."P. 6.00 

10.00 
7 C.P. 14.85 

89.21 . 
71 P. 2L:lO 

{',l, n. 
s.P, 

n.3:) 
',.f ',() 
~ , • - ,I , 

Paid up I Dividend declared in the year (% per annum) ~ 
per share 0 

Rs. 1927119281192911930 1 1931 11932\19331193411935\1936 

100 

50 
50 

100 
100 

100 

10 
100 
100 

10 

500 
10 

250 

100 
100 
100 

250 
250 

100 
100 

21 
}(I() . 

)(,(1 

22 20 

6 6 

:10 :15 

5 

20 20 

10 10 

- I 

21 20 1. 20 17 15 

Nol div'dend 

6 41 4 

40 

N0I divildend 
15 15 12l JI 

10 10
1

20
-1

20 

No dividend 

5 

12 10 !O 10 !O 12 

Noi dMdend 

Nol divildend 

10 10 10 10 10 10 

Nol divi!rlcnd ) 

15 14 

7 4 

10 

10 5 

~ 
8 
"":l 

~ 
~ 
::! 
f;; 

~ 
;5 
'< 



L,./'"'IoJ" • .1 .... ,,-"'X l'IVll),-.NLJ ~1.A '-EMJ..:.:Nr 01'· <":(YJ--[,()N MILLS IN INDIA (Could.) 

C:~vital \JIlid Up I Paid up 
Name of the Company i In lak 1S of I p~r share ___________ _ ___________ ~ ____________ _ 

__ ~ __ ~_I-~~.-I _ R,. IU27 1 19zs1 19291 1930 1 1931 I 19321193:1 1193411935 1 1936 

Dividend dedaJ'ed in the year (% per annum) 

Central India 

Century 

Coimbatore Spinning & Weaving ... 

Colaba Land & Mill ... 

'Coorla 

Delhi Cloth & General ••• 

Dunbar Mills Ltd. 

E. D. Sasoon 

·Edward Sasoon 

Elgin Mills Company (S) 

Elphin~tone 

Finlay 

Gokak 

46.88 
5 P. 50.00 

6J D. 

I 41 C.P. 

P. 

D.F. 

61 D. 

8 C.P. 
V •• 

7 C.P. 

18.50 

13.95 
6.65 

2B.OO 

J:l.OO 

11.33 
lO.OO 

14.00 
5.00 

200.00 
50.00 

17.00 
12.00 

16.00 
11.00 

5.00 

25.00 
25.00 

40.00 

:19.05 

]00 
500 

100 

100 
100 

100 

100 

25 
25 

100 
100 

10 
1 

2001 
lOOO 

100 
100 
100 

100 
1(1() 

100 

IOO 

30 

20 

12 

6 

7! 

71 

10 

10 

7) 

28 

20 

12 

6 

12 

6 

10 

::!6 

10 

8 

7 

5 

12, 

15 

I I I I 

24 20 14 

8 2i 

10 5 5 

Nol divildend 

Nol divildend 

No' 

5 

dlvi!dend I 

Nol divildend 

71 6 

2J 

6 

12 

21 

421 

7 1 

8 

5 

4 

4 

48 

5 

9 

8 

2 I 
I 

5 

100 

" 

21 

7 

4 

" 
60 

71 

(") 
Q 

::j 
Q 
<! 

~ 
~ 
~. 
~ 

-;:!-



CAPITAL & DIVIDEND STATEMENT OF COTTON MILLS IN INDIA (Conld.) 

I 
Paid up Dividend declared in the year (% per annum) ....:a 

Name of the Company 
i Capital ~aid up 

mlaksof per share _ -- _____ .. _____ ______ _ N-I R •. 
Ro. ,1927119281192911930 IIURI 1 1932 1193311934 1 19R51 19R6 

------- .. _.1_-

Hindustan ... I 11.84 lWo I-~;l---;- ---; ---;;;- --.; -IQ i 10 1-;----;-1-·-- ~ 
.16 

Indian 8.65 1~ 8 71 41 ]0 71 10 ]0 71 71 I ~ 
.:15 

Indore Malwa United ... I 20m 100 20 261 11 25 25 19 8 (J 
5 F.D. 20.00 ~ 0 
5 S.D. 12.80 100 ~ 

Kaleswarars 6.50 100 ~ Kesoram (8) 15.00 21 10 10 121 ~ 7 C.P. 20.00 100 tll 
Khandc.h 6.66 1000 No dlyj dend >< 

:j .84 1 250 to-. 
Khatau Maknnji . I 19.95 100 No diyj dend tll 

6 C.P. 10.00 100 ~ 
Kohinoor 8 

t:) 
20.00 100 15 5 ~ 7 D. 10.00 100 

I,akshmi 16.00 i 250 45 36 36 12 116 16 10 10 5 5 ~ 
'"<: 

Madhowji Dharamsi t:l.50 100 No divi,dend 
6 C.P. 6.75 250 

Madras United A. 5.00 250 12 6 8 
B. 4.99 125 

;\ladura 221 ~(l 25 24 III I 10 I 10 I [1 ,I 10 I 10 

MeYf'·r 8ft.HSOOn IO.110 1{)() 



CAPITAL & DIVIDEND STATEMENT UF CUTTON MILLS IN INDIA (Contd.) 

Capita! haiJ up Paiu up Divitlcnd tlcelared in the year ('/0 per annum) 

Name of the Company in 18k s of per share 

~9271 19"8 rl929119~ 11931 1;9321 1;3~119&1 /1935/1936 
R8. Rs. 

---_ .. _- -- ------~----~-----
I 

Minerva 24.62 100 
7! D. 12.00 500 

Model Mills Nagpur ... 94.92 250 

Mohil1i 2.94 15 61 5 5 6; 7, 5 6, 
1I.06 10 

Morarjee Goculdas . I 11.50 1000 N< diViidend 
7 D. :2.00 1000 

Muir Mill. 15.00 50 65 1'5 5:. 50 40 I 40 35 40 35 
6 C.P. Ij.oo 

My,ore Spinning & Wvg. Company 12.45 50 5 ]0 10 

New City of Bombay (l.W 100 Nc divi dend 
6 D. 10.00 1000 

New Ring :l(JOO 100 Nc divi dend i I 7 CPo 3.00 100 I 

I New Victoria 17.89 21 5 2l 
I Ii C.P. 16.05 5 

D.F. 1.54 I(P) I 

Pankaja 5.92 JOl 
I 

7 
6 D. 2.00 100 I 

Phomix 8.00 100 25 JO 15 10 15 15 10 10 10 . 
Sassonn & Alliance 5.00 25 lJ 5j II II II lJ 8 

I 

8 

Sassoon Spinning & Weaving 25.00 ]0 No divi dond 

8 

~ 
~ 
§ 
51 
;; 
'<: 

-... 
'" 



CAPITAL &: DIVIDEND STATEMENT OF COTTON MILLS IN INDIA (Contd.) 

Name 01 the Company 

-----

Simplex Mill. 

Svadeshi Mills 

Swan Mill. 

Tata MiIl. 

Vishnu Cotton 

Western India 

I 
Dividend deelared in the year I % per annum) Capital ~aid up: Paid up I in IRk • of per share R.. IRS. 

-I 
19'27 ~811929~930 /1931 11~3211933119~ ! 193511936 

14.00 50 ... I 

6 D. 8.00 
6 S.D. 7.50 

22.28 100 30 20 201 
~4.00 100 10 

13.24 25 
5 CPo 1.75 25 
:l D. 64.00 640 

16.00 500 30 24 ~4 
7 C.P. 8.00 500 

12.00 1000 5 5 3 

Abbreviations-P. Preference Shares. 
C.P. Cumulative Preference sharca. 

D. Debentures. 
D.F. Deterred shares. 
F.D. First Debenture. 
S.D. Second Debenture. 

Ve. Vendors' Shares. 

Figures preceding these initials 
indicates % of interest. 

(8) Dividend for year ended September. 

, I 
4 I 11 5 21 

12 I 61 6 4 4 

No divi!dend 

12 16 16 n 12 10 10 

4 4 5 4 4 4 4 

-~ 

I 
~ 
~ 
::l 
b; 

~ 
~ 
~ 
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It will be seen that for the past five years, several mills have 
declared no dividends at all to shareholders, while some of the old 
established and efficient companies have been paying dividends at 
decreased rates. From this it can be clearly seen that the 
position of the cotton Industry from the point of view of investors 
is nut altogether encouraging at the present time. Of late, there has 
been in evidence some increase in the earnings of mills and if such a 
\n~1come tendency were maintained for some time to come, perhaps, 
ti,e mills will be able to declare higher dividends to shareholders, and 
also to improve the conditions of the labourers. 

Possibility oj export oj piecegoods 

During the last few years India has lost ground in exports of her 
COlton manufactures. The export of Indian piecegoods which was 
98 million yards in 1913-14 stood at more than double the figure in 
1926-27, when it was 197 million yards and was reduced to 56 million, 
S7 million, 71 million, and 102 million yards during 1933-34, 1934-35, 
1935-36 and 1936-37, respectively. It is possible for India to continue 
to ,end particular kinds of cloth to the markets of South Africa, East 
Africa, Uganda, Persia, Burma etc" if she makes an effort to cater for 
the requirements of piecegoods in these various countries. But under 
the present conditions, it would not be very easy for India to have ."i 

very large export trade to foreign countries, what due to the keen com
petition of other countries like Lancashire and Japan, what due to the 
gr~mt of preferences by these countries, and what due to the increased 
illdigenous production in the countries which are now supplied by out
side sources. Even then, our Trade Commissioners in foreign 
cuuntries can render some help in this matter. 

THE FUTURE OF THE INDUSTRY. 

We have already seen that the Indian textile mills are steadily 
increasing their production both of yarn and piecegoods and a tendency 
has been visible for spinning mills to resort to weaving of cloth also, 
except in 1Iadras Presidency where more spinning mills have been 
started. Indian mills have increased their production of woven goods 
OJ" m·er 2S per cent. since 1931 and oi yarn by 15 per cent. If the 
indl1:-itry is to make further continued progress, the Government should 
nu longer think in terms of reducing the existing rates of protective 
dutv either in favour of the United Kingdom, or of any other country, 
and it may even be advisable to raise the duties in cases of higher 
counts of yarn and finer classes of piecegoods which are coming into 
competition with Indian mill products. Indeed, as observed by Mr. V. N. 
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• 
Chandavarkar at the Annual Meeting of the Bombay Millown"s' 
Association in March 1937, "a grave danger to the b~tter class lines 
of cotton gouds lies in the competition which has to be met from 
cheap J .panese artificial silk piecegoods which, even with a fairly 
heavy import duty, are entering this country in rapidly increasillg 
quantities. " 

India can Produce all the Cloth she Needs. 

The indigenous mills are now increasingly taking to spinning 
higher counts of yarn and also weaving finer classes of goods ami 
therefore it is necessary that the import duties should ue 
sufficiently high on all classes of goods in order to establish a 
fair competitive position. Un1ess this is done there is very little 
prospect for the Indian industry to consolidate its position and 
to have its hold on the Indian market. Of the total consumption 
of cloth in India at present, the Indian mills contribute 57 per ct:n:. 
the Indian Handlooms contribute 27 per cent. wheft.fls 
the imports contribute 16 per cent. If the industry ;s to 
achieve the goal in view, viz., the replacement of foreign c1rJth 
by internal production, the industry should be assured of adequate 
protection for some years to come. It should not be forgotten tLat 
ultimately it will be possible for us to produce all the cloth required 
by India for her consumption, and this view gathers additional strength 
from the fact that the Handloum production has also been making head
way during all these years, and it is being patronized by the people in 
recognition of its lasting qualities, and out of their feeling that : ht 
money spent on hand\\'oven cloth is retained in the country, and g(le.:i 
to help the poor artisans in the villages. * Due to such favouraLk 
conditiuns, and the feeling in the minds of the people to patronise 
Su'CZdesili cloth, there seems to be no reason, if suitable condilio1\~ 

are created for the development of the industry, why the combintd 
output of Indian textile mills and the Handlooms should not be able 

• Among the fourfold constructive programme recommended by the 
working Committee of the Indian National Congress for adoption by 
Members of the Legislatures. for three-c rore villagers in India. the pride 
of place is given to Universal Production and use of K had; through 
Universal Handspinning. the others being Hindu-Muslim or rather com
munal unity, promotion of total prohibition by propaganda among those 
who are addicted to the drink habit. and the removal by Hindus of ;..:n
touchability root and branch. In the course of a leading article in [he 
"Harijan'· of the 15th May. 1937, Mahatma Gandhi says "It is one thing 
to improve the economic condition of the masses by State regulation of 
taxation and wholly another for them to feel that they have bettc[cd 
their condition by their own sole personal effort. Now this they ;:. an 
only do throu9h handspinning and other village handicrafts:· 
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TL .Jake India self-suffident in the matter of supply of doth 
II' her consumption at an early date. \\"e are In agreement 
.\' the \'iew expressed by the Ahmedabad l\1 illo\\'ners' Association 
he' .re the Special Tariff Board in 1935 viz., that the period of protec
til , hitherto a(cordeu to the industry has "hindered the grmnh of a 
,~t' oral confidence in the future of the industry-a feeling absulutely 
,~~. ntiai, if the industry as a whole is to commit itself to a programme 

...,Teater din-rsification of quality, texture and tinish. It is our 
,',; ~idt:red uvininl1 (<. .... itll ~l-'hich ,\.'~. <l'lwlly agrt't') that if this feeling 

·l1:'pense were once removed, thert' is no etass of goods 'i:l·hich J ndiull 
Ii!, lIjadllrcrs canJlot produce. n (Italics ours). 

Importance of tht: lndustr.v in the .. Yational Economy 
The Cotton Textile Industry is the biggest national industry in 

I: ,~;a in \rhich there is a capital investment of O\'cr Rs. -W crorts, 
\\ lh gives employment to no less than -+ lakhs of \\'orkers including 
,t ,kh and a half of women, consumes about 26 lakhs bales of Indian 
\' .un out of a total pruduction of about :'7 lakhs bales, and its ::.a fety 
,ll : progress mUst continue to receive the careful attention of her capi
l" ~ts, labour leaders, politicians and economists, .. \5 custodians of 
til interests of this country, it is also the prime duty of the Government 
,,' ,ndia to help the Industry adequately in all \\'ays in order to enahlc 
11 ,'J set its house in order and to increase its efficiency during that 
j'''- :ud of shelter to a level which would enable it to do a\\'ay within 
,I leasurable period of time the necessity of imposition of high tariff 
,[t:'le5 against piecegoods from foreign countries. It is abo essential 
k· educe or femo"e the yarious handicaps on the Industry in yarious 
\\'~ ,~ e,g. by a suitable devaluation of the rupee as is constantly urged 
t,\, :he commercial community and the public of India, by a suitable 
r('( '1e1ion of the present high railway freights, by reducing the burden 
1'1 lirect and indirect taxes on the industry c.g. by allo\\'ing a higher 
de I reciation on machinery for double-shi ft working, hy lowering 
11l;'''Jrt duty on essential raw materials for the industry etc. 

The goal of the industry 
The goal of the deyelopment of the Cotton Indu;\r)' can be fDr

nlt~' [ted at either having a fuIl command of the Indian market or at 
m;l' :lfacturing the whole output of Indian cotton, To our mind, the 
:o~' er goal of catering for the Indian market if necessary by import
!nj..: .mg staple cotton for manufacturing finer quality of piecegu()(ls. 
';]1 ',l(h time as suitable quality in stlfficient quantity of long staple 
'ut n becomes available in India, appears to be better for the near 
:Ut "e, By accepting the goal of supph'ing all grades of Dur demands 
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in the Indian market, we can avoid the necessity of competing !O 

foreign countries, which we may not be able to stand due, inter tIl, 
to high tariff~ against us, and we can also do without taking the .'11-

desirable step of imposing any export duty on our raw cotton in or cf 

to earmark the supply of cotton for us. Besides, the possibilitie:- "f 
expansion of Indian goods in the home market are far greater 1. ":11 

in the foreign market. Apart from the existence of a huge ma: ct 

in the country itself, the growing sentiment of S"i!odcshi among i h , 

people is a strong reason for the Indian cotton-mill industry to :- "~ok 

to cater for the needs of India and make it self-sufficient in I~ 

respect as far as possible. 

People's duty to use swadeshi cloth even at a sacrifice 

l\ext to agriculture, the Indian cotton textile Industry is the n '~l 

important and widespread industry in India, controlled, manneo :d 
financed by the Xationals of the country. [t is one of the organ' .,\ 
industries which the Indian industrialists have been able lo devC" p. 

inspite of heavy odds against them. It is the paramount duty oi 10: 

people of the country to partonise cloth made in India .. c,'cn at a S(l 

fiec, and thus enable the full development and expansion of I, 

industry which occupies such an important posltLon in the Xati, :1: 

Economy of India, and with which the welfare of millions in "1~ 

country is closely linked up. 
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Indispensable to All Investors 

Calcutta Stock Exchange 
Official Year Book-1937 

The Most Comprehensive and Authentic Reference 
Work on Stocks & Shares 

Contains descriptive accounts of over 1000 Securities, 
IT: ·'ormation about many of which is not available in any 
(I :le[ publication of similar nature. Detailed information 
f ,'~n as to the date of incorporation and the business of each 
'-- 'mpany, Capital and various issues, Managing Agents' Term 
" j Remuneration, Directors and their Share Qualification, 
brrowing Powers, Voting Rights, Share Transfer Rules, 
~ 'mm.ries of Directors' Reports, Balance Sheets, Tabular 
c :alysis of Past Reports, Dividends, Price Range, etc., etc. 
I .·sents Special Chapters on Principal Indian Industries, Com
I' .:lies Act, New Issues of the Year, How to Read the Balance 
~. oet, Hints on Investments and many other kindred topics of 
J: ; portance and value to the Investing Public. 

p,'so contains Stock Exchange Rules and Mode of Operations. 
To be ready by the end of April, 1937. 

Price Reo 10 only 

)wing to heavy pre-publication booking only a limited 
lUmber of copies is available for sale at Rs. 10 per copy 
',Qstage extra). Orders are to be served in. strict rotation. 
,'lease book your orders immediately. Write to the 

Secretary. 

THE 

llicutta Stock Exchange Association, Ltd. 
7 • LYONS RANGE. CALCUTI A 

~'::'=::--=====~-=-~--~--~-==---~--- -----------
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WHERE DYEUG 
& 

DRY-CLEANII jG 
IS AN ART 

Plain, Brocade 
& 

Zariwork Sarf'es 
Beautifully 

Cleaned or Dyed 

SPECIAL 
UP-COUNTRY 

SERVICE 

Illustrated Price Lisl 

on Request 

Lindsay Dyeing & 
Cleaning Co. 

(By appointment to; 1 e/ 

Excellency Lad)' 
Willingdon.! 

21, CHOWRINGEEE 
(Entrance on Lindaay S., '?eI:) 

CALCurTA 

Office Pbone: C .. l. 2 ~ 12 

Factory &. Rcaidencr: 

Cal. 5759. 

• 
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KRUPP 
WATER TUBE BOILERS 

UNSURPASSED IN 

• • i 

.. 

EFFICIENCY, ECONOMY & RELIABILITY • 
• .. 

FOR • ~ • 
Cotton Mills, Jute Mills, Paper Mills, Cement S .. 
Factories, Electric Supply Companies and other : .. 

Industrial Installations. : 

Many Complete Krupp Boiler Plants are Working 

Throughout 

INDIA 

@ 

" Constructed for Low, Medium and High Pressures 

and High Superheated Steam. 

LOW COAL CONSUMPTION 

Please Send your Enquiries to: 

KRUPP INDIAN TRADING 
COMPANY, LIMITED 

BOMBAY 
P. O. Box 660 

CALCUTTA 
P. O. Box 2163 

• • .. 
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WE SELL 

Paulinl (Flax, Cotton and Jute) 

Canvas (Flax, Cotton and Jute) 

Leather Belting (Wm. Walker & Co., Ltd.) 

Mechanical Leathers (Wm. Walker & Co., Ltd.) 

Rubber Belting (United States Rubber Export Co.) 

Rubber & Canval HOle (U. S. and Richards) 

Steel Wit'e Ropes (Bruntons Ltd.) 

Manila Ropes (Elizalde & Co.) 

Novo All Purpose Steels (]onas & Colver (Novo) 
ltd.) 

Patent Boiler Fittings (Dewrance & Co.) 

Disinfectants (Burt. Boulton & Haywood Ltd.) 

Wood Preservatives (Burt, Boulton & Haywood 
Ltd.) 

Prices and all particulars on Application . 

SALES AND AGENCY DEPARTMENT 

KILBURN & CO. 
4, Fairlie Place • - -' CALCUTTA. 

-



Appendix I 

List of Cotton Mills III India 
With Names and Adresses of Managing Agents. 

No. of Spindles and Looms. 

BOMBAY ISLAND 
I ALEXANDRA MILLS (The). Chinchpokli. Bombay; Agents: 

E. D. Sassoon & Co .. Ltd.; DougaU Road. BaUard Estate. Fort. 
Bombay; No. of Spindles: Mule ....• Ring 36176. Total 36176; 
No. of Looms: 742. 

2. APOLLO MILLS. LTD. (The). DeUsle Road. Bombay; Agents: 
E. D. Sassoon & Co .• Ltd.; Dougall Road. Ballard Estate. Fort. 
Bombay; No of Spindles: Mule 1966. Ring 46288. Total 48254; 
No. of Looms: 896. 

3 ATLAS MILLS CO .• LTD. (The). Reay Road. Mazagoan. 
Bombay; Agents: B. D. Petit. Sons & Co.; 7-11. Elphinstone 
Circle. Bombay;No. of Spindles: Mule ....• Ring 46452. Total 
46452; No. of Looms: 1383. 

Ja BHAWANI MILLS. LTD .. Fergusson Road. Parel. Bombay; 
Agents: M. Ganpatrao & Co.; Mill Premises. Bombay; No. of 
Spindles: Mule ....• Ring 7300. Total 7300; No. of Looms ... 

1. BOMBAY COTTON MFG. CO .. LTD. (The). Kalachowki 
Road. Chinchpokli. Bombay. No. 12; Agents: Hormusjee, Sons 
& Co.; Kalachowki Road, Chinchpokli, Bombay, No. 12; No. of 
Spindles: Mule 1152, Ring 30912, Total 32064; No. of Looms: 
775. 

5. BOMBAY DYEING & MFG. CO .. LTD. (Spring Mills) 
Naigaum Rd., Dadar, Bombay; Agent>: Nowrosjee Wadia & 
Sons; Neville House, Graham Road, Ballard Estate, Bombay; 
No. of Spindles: Mule ..... Ring 109848. Total 109848; No. at 
Looms: 3116. 

6 BOMBAY DYEING & MFG. CO., LTD., Textile Mills; 
Elphinstone Road. Parel. Bombay; Agents: Nowrosjee. Wadia 
& Sons; Neville House, Graham Road. Ballard Estate. Bombay; 
No. of Spindles: Mule 800, Ring 73534, Total 71334; No. of 
Looms: 1731. 
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7. BOMBAY INDUSTRIAL MILLS CO. LTD. Tulsl Pipe Road. 
Off Fergusson Road. Parel. Bombay; Agent" W. H Brady & Co 
Ltd.; 12111. Churchgate St .. Port Bombay; No. of Spindle" 
Mule ....• Ring ..... Total. ... ; No. of Looms. 

8. BOMBAY SURYODAYA MILLS. LTD. Tardeo. Bombay: 
Agents.' Tarachand Shantidas & Co.; Tardeo. Bombay; No. at 
Spindles.' Mule ..... Ring 21108. Total 21408; No. of Looms: 
599. 

9. BRADBURY MILLS. LTD. (The) Ripon Rd .. lacob Circle. 
Bombay;. Agent" Ramnarain Sons. Ltd.; 143. Esplanade Road. 
Port. Bombay; No. of Spindles: Mule I1512; Ring 25152. Total 
366M; No. of u,oms: 818. 

10. CENTURY SPG. & MPG. CO .. LTD .. (Century and Zenith 
Mills) Delisle Road (Wori Side). Parel. Bombay; Agent" C. V. 
Mehta & Co.; NevtlIe House. Currimbhoy Road. Ballard Estate. 
Bombay; No. of SpindleS.' Mule 4961. Ring 114228. Total 119192: 
No. of u,oms.' 3096. 

II. COLABA LAND & MILL CO .. LTD. Victoria Bunder. Colaba 
Bombay; Managing Agents.' W. H. Brady & Co.. Ltd.; 
12114. Churchgate Street. Bombay; No. of Spindles: Mule .... 
Ring 15610. Total 15610; No. of LoomS.' 691. 

12. COORLA SPINNING & WEAVING CO .. LTD. Kurla. 
Suburban Dist .. Bombay; AgentS.' Cowasjee. lehang!r & Co .. Ltd. 
Readymoney Mansion, Churchgate St .. Fort. Bombay; No. at 
Spindle" Mule 1401, Ring 23t32, Total 21836; No. of Loom" 
719. 

13. CROWN SPINNING & MANUFACTURING CO .• LTD 
New Parbhadevi Rd .. Post No. 13. Parel. Bombay; Agent" 
Purshotam Vitbaldas & Co.; 16, Apollo Street, Port. Bombay; 
No. of Spindles: Mule ..... Ring 37868. Total 37868; No. of 
u,oms.' 1106. 

11. DAVID MILLS CO., LTD. (The) Carrol Road, Bombay 
Agents: E. D. Sassoon & Co., Ltd.; Dougall Rd .. Ballard Estate. 
Fort, Bombay; No. of SpindleS.' Mule 17166. Ring 61168, Total 
81631; No. of u,oms.' 1019. 

15. DAWN MILLS CO .. TID. (The) Fergusson Rd .. Lr. Parel. 
Bombay; Agents.' Sassoon. I. David & Co .• Ltd.; 143. Esplanade 
Road, Port, Bombay; No. of Spindles: Mule 5280, Ring 38232. 
Total 13512; No. of u,oms. 
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Iv. DHANRAJ MILLS, LTD. (The) Sun Mill Rd .. Lr. Parel. 
Bombay; Agents: D. R. Narsinggirji; Sun Mills Dd .. Lower Parel. 
Bombay; No. of Spindles: Mule 1916, Ring 35524, Total 37440; 
No. of Looms: 734. 

17. DIGVIJAY SPIN. & WEAVING CO., LTD. (Tbe) Lalbag. 
Pare!, Bombay; Agents: J. Khatao & Co.; Lalbag, Parel. Bombay; 
No. of Spindles: Mule .... , Ring 35660, Total 35660; No. of 
Looms: 1174. 

18. EDWARD SASSOON MILLS, LTD. (The) Fergusson Road, 
Bombay; Agents: E. D. Sassoon & Co., Ltd.; Dougall Rd., Ballard 
Estate, Fort, Bombay; No. of Spindles: Mule 29256, Ring 16156, 
Total 45412; No. of Looms: 920. 

19. E. D. SASSOON TURKEY RED DYE WORKS. Cadell 
Road, Dadar, Bombay; Agents: E. D. Sassoon & Co., Ltd.; 
Dougall Rd., Ballard Estate, Fort, Bombay; No. of Spindles: 
Mule ..... Ring .... , Total .... ; No. of Looms. 

20. ELPHINSTONE SPG. & WEAVING MILLS CO .. LTD. 
Elphinstone Road, Bombay 13; Agents: E. D. Sassoon & Co., 
Ltd.; Dougall Rd .. Ballard Estate, Fort, Bombay; No. of Spindles: 
Mule Hoo8, Ring 32600, Total 46608; No. of Looms: 782: 

21. FINLAY MILLS, LTD. Gm't Gate Rd., Pare!, Bombay; Agents: 
James Finlay & Co., Ltd.; Chartered Bank Bldgs., Fort, Bombay; 
No. of Spindles: Mule ..... Ring 46072, Total 46072; No. of 
Looms: 784. 

22. GOLD MOHUR MILLS, LTD. Old Dadar Rd., Dadar, 
Bombay; Agents: James Finlay & Co., Ltd.; Chartered Bank 
Bldgs., Fort, Bombay; No. of Spindles: Mule .. ' ., Ring 42472, 
Total 42472; No. of Looms: HMO. 

23. HA TTERSLEY MILL. Agar Road, Chatkopar, Dist. Thana; 
Lessees: A. Ojha & Sons; Rehman Bldg., Churchgate St., 
Bombay; No. of Spindles: Mule .... , Ring .... , Total .... ; 
No. of Looms: 1392. 

24. HINDOOSTAN SPIN. & WEAV. MILLS CO .. LTD. Ripon 
& Arthur Rd., Jacob Cirde, Bombay; Agents: Thackersey Mool
jee & Co.; 16, Apollo Street, Fort, Bombay; No. of Spindles: 
Mule .... , Ring 38016, Total 38016; No. of Looms: 1116· 
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25. HIRJEE MILLS, LTD. (The) Fergussun Rd .. Lt. Parel 
Bombay; Agents: C. Jehangir & ("..0., Ltd.; Readymoney Mansion 
Churchgate St., Fort, Bombay; No. of Spindles: Mule .. 
Ring 25600, Total 25600; No. of Looms: 807. 

26. IMPERIAL MILLS (The) Mahaluxmi, Bombay; No. of Spindh 
Mule .... , Ring 18364, Total 18364; No. of Looms: . 

27. INDIAN BLEACHING, DYEING & PRINTING WKS. CO .. 
LTD. New Purbhadevi Rd .. Dadar Bombay; Agents: Malatl,1 
Pagalbhoy & Sons; Churchgate Street, Ruston Building, Fort 
Bombay; No. of Spindles: Mule .... , Ring .... , Total .. 
No. of Looms. 

28. INDIAN MANUFACTURING CO., LTD. Ripon Rd .. Jacob 
Circle, Bombay; Agents: Damodher Thackersey Mooljee & Co . 
16, Apollo Street, Fort, Bombay; No. of Spindles: Mule ... 
Ring 17821, Total 17821; No. of Looms: 1202. 

29. JACOB SASSOON MILL. Suparibaug Rd., Parel, Bombay; 
Agents: E. D. Sassoon & Co., Ltd.; Dougall Rd .. Ballard Estate. 
Fort, Bombay; No. of Spindles: Mule 9010, Ring 92120, Total 
101160; No. of Looms: 2330. 

30. JAM MANUFACTURING CO., LTD., NO.1. Parel, Bombay; 
Agents: Waljee Shamjee & Co.; 5, Dalal Street, Fort, Bombay; 
No. of Spindles: Mule ..... Ring 31310, Total 31310; No. of 
Looms: 944. 

31. JAM MANUFACTURING CO., LTD., NO.2. Sewree, Bom
bay; Agents: Waljee Shamjee & Co.; 5, Dalal Street, Fort 
Bombay; No. of Spindles: Mule .... , Ring 23100, Total 23101\ 
No. of Looms: 570. 

32. JUBILEE MILLS, LTD. (The) Sewre<, Bombay; Agents: M. 
Mehta & Co.; Mubarak Manzil, Apollo Street, Fort, Bombay; 
No. of Spindles: Mule .... , Ring 34512, Total 31512; No. of 
Looms: 666. 

33. KAMALA MILLS, LTD. Tulsi Pipe Road, off Delisle Road, 
Bombay; Mill Premises, Bombay 13; No. of Spindles: Mule 7872. 
Ring 37904, Total 45776; No. of Looms: 1054. 

34. KASTOORCHAND MILLS CO., LTD. Water Pipe Road, 
Dadar, Bombay, No. of Spindles: Mule 2520, Chap'n Spd~. 

14111, Ring 18376, Total 35310; No. of Looms: 913. 
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35. KHATAU MAKANJI SPIN. 0 WEAV. CO., LTD. Haines 
Rd., Byculla, Bombay; Agent" Khatau Makanji & Co; Laxmi 
Building, 2B, Ballard Pier, Fort, Bombay; No. of Spindles: 
Mule .... , Ring 55260, Total 55260; No. of Looms: 1514; 

36. KOHINOOR MILLS CO., LTD. Naigaum Cross Rd., Dadar, 
Bombay; Agents: Killick Nixon & Co.; Killick Bldg., Home St. 
Fort, Bombay; No. of Spindles: Mule 988, Ring 828'11 (inc. dblg. 
spindles), Total 83832; No. of Looms: 1195. 

36a. MADHORAO SCINDIA MILLS, LTD. Sun MUl Rd .. Lr. 
Parel. Bombay; Agents: Trustees for the Debenture Holders of 
The Madhorao Seindia Mills; 51, Esplanade Road, Fort, Bombay; 
No. of Spindles, Mule .... , Ring .... , Total. ... ; No. of Loom" 

37. MADHOWJI DHARAMSI MANFG. CO., LTD. (own dyeing 
plant). Foras Road, Bombay; Agent" Goeuldas Madhowji, Sons 
& Co,; Foras Road, Bombay; No. of Spindle" Mule 1936 Box 
Wst. Sp. 360, Ring 35516, Total 37812 No. of Looms: 868. 

38. MADHUSUDAN MILLS, LTD. Delisle Road, Bombay; 
Agents: Amersey Damadar; Delisle Road, Bombay; No. of 
Spindles: Mule ..... Ring 53820, Total 53820; No of Loom" 
1760. 

39. MANCHESTER MILL (The), Chinehpokli. Bombay 12; Agent" 
E. D. Sassoon & Co .. Ltd.; Dougall Rd., Ballard Estate, Fort, 
Bombay; No. of Spindle" Mule ..... Ring 27468, Total 27468; 
No. of Looms, 684. 

39a. MATHRADAS MILLS, LTD. (The), Delisle Rd., Pare!, 
Bombay; Agent" Trustees for the Debenture Holders; 54, 
Esplanade Road, Fort, Bombay; No. of Spindles: Mule ..... 
Ring .... , Total. ... ; No. of Looms ..... . 

iO. MEYER SASSOON MILLS, LTD. (The); Fergusson Road, 
Bombay; Agents, E. D. Sassoon & Co .. Ltd.; Dougall Rd., Ballard 
Estate, Fort, Bombay; No. of Spindle" Mule 11928, Ring 30288, 
Total 42216; No. of Loom" 980. 

i1. MOON MILLS, LTD. (The); New Sewri Rd .. Sewri, Bombay; 
Agent" P. A. Hormarjee 0 Co.; 70, Forbes St., Rampart Row, 
Fort, Bombay; No. of Spindles: Mule 7582, Ring 26800, Total 
34382; No. of Looms, 864. 

12. MORARJEE GOCULDAS SPIN. 0 WEAV. CO., LTD.; 
Suparibaug Rd., Parel, Bombay; Agent" Ganesh Narayan 
Pirama1; MUl Premises, Bombay; No. of Spindle" Mule 
Ring 65400, Total 65400; No. of Looms, 1665. 
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13. MODERN MILLS. LTD .. (The); 98. Elphinstone Rd .. Bombay; 13 
Agents: N. Sirur & Co.; 70. Forbes Street. Fort. Bombay; No. ,,{ 
Spindles: Mule 12528. Ring 12312. Total 21810; No. "I 
Looms .... 

ii. NEW CHINA MILLS. LTD .. (The); New Sewree Road. 
Bombay; Agents: Pransukhlal Malatlal; 29. Churchgate Street. 
Fort. Bombay; No. of Spindles: Mule ..... Ring 32292. Total 
32292; No. of Looms: 700. 

i5. NEW CITY OF BOMBAY MANFG .. CO .. LTD.; Chinchpokli 
Rd .. Bombay; Agents: W. H. Brady & Co. Ltd.; 12114. Church· 
gate St .. Fort. Bombay; No. of Spindles: Mule ....• Ring 45944. 
Total 15944; No. of Looms: 132. 

16. NEW GREAT EASTERN SPIN. & WEAY. CO .• LTD. Parel 
Rd .. Chinchpokli. Bombay; Agents: W. H. Brady & Co .• Ltd.; 
12114 Churchgate St .• Fort. Bombay; No. of Spindles: Mule 14520. 
Ring 32364. Total 46881; No. of Looms: 1029. 

17. NEW ISLAM MILLS; Parel. Suparibang Road. Bombay; 
Proprietor: H. A. Hajee Cassum; Delisle Road. Fort. Bombay; 
No. of Spindles: Mule 2048. Ring 17604. Total 19652; No. 01 
Looms: 560. 

i8. NEW KAISER-I-HIND SPINNING & WEAVING COM· 
PANY LIMITED; Chinchpokli. Bombay; Agents: Vussonji 
Manji & Co.; 10. Churchgate Street. Fort. Bombay; No. of 
Spindles: Mule 936. Ring 51124. Total 55060; No. of Loom" 
1228. 

19. PHOENIX MILLS. LTD. (The); Tulsi Pipe Line Road. Lr. 
Pard, Bombay 13; Agents: Ramnarain Hurnundrai & Sons; 
li3. Esplanade Road. Fort. Bombay; No. of Spindles: Mule 
12641. Ring 41600. Total 54244; No. of Looms: 728. 

SO. PRALHAD MILLS. LTD. (The); Fergusson Road. Parel. 
Bombay 13; Agents: Partapjiri Narsingirji & Co.; Mill Prem;"s. 
Bombay; No. of Spindles: Mule 2486 & 360 chapon. Ring 32060. 
Total 3i906; No. of Looms: 957. 

51. RACHEL SASSOON MILLS; Chinchpokli. Parel. Bombay 13; 
Owners: E. D. Sassoon & Co.. Ltd.; Dougal\ Road. Ballard 
Estate. Port. Bombay; No. of Looms: 1991. 
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52. RAGHUVANSHI MILLS. LTD. (The); 11-12 Hains Road. 
Mahalaxmi. Delisle Road. Post 13. Bombay. Agents .. R. Magan
lal & Bros.; 11-121Hains Road, Mahalaxmi, Bombay; No. of 
Spindles .. Mule 8926, Ring 34988, Total 43914. 

53. RUBY MILLS. LTD. (The); Lady jamshetjee Road; Dadar, 
Bombay; M. G. Doongersy & Co.; East & West Building, Apollo 
Street. Fort, Bombay; No. of Spindles: Ring 16296. Total 16296; 
No. of Looms: 453. 

54. SASSOON SPINNING & WEAVING CO .. LTD.; Mount 
Estate, Mazagaon, Bombay; Agents.- David Sassoon & Co .. 
Ltd.; 59. Forbes Street, Fort. Bombay; No. of Spindles: Mule 
2224. Ring 58016. Total 60240; No. of Looms: 1288. 

55. SASSOON MILLS (The E.D.); Chinchpokli. Bombay; Agents: 
E. D. Sassoon & Co.. Ltd.; Dougall Road. Ballard Estate. 
Fort. Bombay; No. of Spindles: Mule 10758. Ring 75868, Total 
86626; No. of Looms: 745. 

56. SATYA MILLS LTD., (The); Delisle Road. Parel. Bombay; 
Agents: jas. Finlay & Co., Ltd.; Chartered Bank Buildings, Fort, 
Bombay; No. of Spindles: Mule 1008. Ring 28096. Total 29)()4; 
No. of Looms: 792. 

57. SHREE NIWAS COTTON MILLS. LTD.; Delisle Road, Lr. 
Pare!. Bombay; Agents: Marwar Textiles (Agency), Ltd., Mill 
Premises, Bombay; No. of Spindles: Ring 52296, Total 52296; 
No. of Looms.- 1994. 

58. SHREE RAM MILLS, LTD.; Ferg'sn Road., Lr. Parel. Bombay; 
AgentS.' P. M. Bhagilal & Co.; 324 Hornby Road. Bombay; 
No. of Spindles: Ring 33020, Total 33020; No. of Looms: 732; 

59. SIMPLEX MILLS CO.. LTD.; 30, Clerk Rd.. jacob Circle. 
Bombay; Agents: Forbes. Forbes Campbell & Co .• Ltd.; Forbes 
Bldg., Home St.. Fort Bombay; No. of Spindles: Mule 936 
Waste. Ring 37148, Total 38084; No. of Looms: 1323. 

60. SIR SHAPURjI BROACHA MILLS, LTD. (The); Delisle Road, 
Chinchpokli, Bombay; Agents: Provident Investment Co .. Ltd.; 
Delisle Road, Chinchpokli, Bombay; No. of Spindles.. Mule 
1872, Ring 86976. Total 88M8; No. of Looms: 1060. 

61. STANDARD MILLS CO .. LTD. (Own dyeing plant); Parbha
devi Road. Lower Mahim, Bombay; Agents.- M. Gagalbhai & 
Sons; 29. Rustan Bldg.. Churchgate St., Bombay; No. of 
Spindles: Ring 50224. Total 50224; No. of Looms: 11 79; 
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62. SVADESHI MILLS CO .. LTD. (Own Dyeing Plant): Kurla 
(Bombay Suburban District): Agents, Tata Sons. Ltd.: Bombay 
House. Bruce Street. Fort .. Bombay: No. 01 Spindle" R;ng 
77044. Total 77044: No. 01 Loom" 2222. 

63. SWAN MILLS LTD.: Sewri. Bombay: Agenl" James Finlay & 
Co .. Ltd.: Chartered Bank Buildings. Fort. Bombay: No. 0/ 
Spindles, Mules \022. Ring 30128. Total 31450: No. 01 Loom" 
566. 

64. TA TA MILLS: Dadar Road. Parel. Bombay: Agents, Tata Sons 
Ltd.; Bombay House, Bruce Street. Fort. Bombay; .No .. 0/ 
Spindle" Ring 62168. Total 62468: No. 01 Loom" 1800; 

65. TOYO PODAR COTTON MILLS. LTD.: Delisle Road. 
Chinchpokli. Bombay 11; Agent" Toyo Podar Cotton Mills Ltd.; 
Delisle Road. Bombay 11; No. 01 Spindles, Ring 31032. Total 
31032; No. 01 Looms, 916. 

66. UNION MILLS. LTD.: Delisle Road. Lr. Parel. Bombay; 
Pwprielor" David Sassoon & Co .. Ltd.: 59. Forbes Street. Fort. 
Bombay; No. 01 Spindle" Mule 2HO. Ring 32320. Total 31760; 
No. "f Looms, 873. 

67. VICTORIA MILLS. LTD.; Gamdevi. Grant Road. Bombay; 
Agenls, M. Mehta & Co.; Mubarak ManzU. Apollo Street. Fort, 
Bombay: No. of Spindle" Ring 28000. Total 28000; No. 0/ 
Loom" 676. 

68. WESTERN INDIA SPINNING & MANUFACTURING CO. 
L TO.; Kalachawky Road. Chinchpokli. Bombay; Agent, 
Thakersey Mooljee Sons & Co.; 16. Apollo Street. Fort. Born· 
bay; No. of Spindle" Ring 41880. Total 41880; No. of Looms; 
1130; 

BOMBAY PRESIDENCY 

69. AHMEDABAD ADVANCE MILLS LTD.; Outside Delhi Gate. 
P. O. Box. No. 18. Ahmedabad; .Agent" Tata Sons. Ltd.; 
24. Bruce Street. Fort. Bombay; No. of Spindles, Ring 44224-
Total H224; No. of Loom" 924; 

70. AHMEDABAD ASTODIA MFG. CO .• LTD.; Outside Astodia 
Gate. Ahmedabad; Working Agenl" S. N. Lullubhai. S. K 
Lalbhai. T. ]. Parikh; Outside Astodia Gate. Ahmedabad; N" 0/ 
Spindle" Ring 21116. Total 21116; No. 01 Looms, 328. 
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'II. AHMEDABAD COTTON MANUFACTURING CO .. LTD.; 
Out. Sarangpur Gate, Ahmedabad; Working Agent" Amratlal 
Damodardas & Co.; Mill Premises, Ahmedabad; No. of Spindles: 
Ring 28692, Total 28692; No. of Looms: 675. 

72 AHMEDABAD COTTON & WASTE MANUFACTURING 
CO., LTD.; Dudheswar Road, Ahmedabad; Agents: Dhirajlal 
Chunilal & Bros.; Dudhcshwar Road, P. O. Box No. 79, 
Ahmedabad; No. of Spindles: Mule \056, Ring 20240, Total 
21296; No. of Loom" 460. 

73. AHMEDABAD GINNING & MANUFACTURING CO., LTD.; 
Railway Suburb, Ahmedabad; Agents: Madhowlal Ranchhodlal 
& Co., Railway Pura Post, Ahmedabad; No. of Spindles: Ring 
60110, Total 60140; No. of Looms: 1480. 

71. AHMEDABAD INDUSTRIAL MILLS CO., LTD.; Gomtipur 
Road, Railway Pura Post, Ahmedabad; Agents: K. L. Mehta & 

Co., LTD.; Gomtipur Road, Railway Pura Post, Ahmedabad 2: 
No. of Spindles: Ring 21760, Total 24760; No. of Looms: 566; 

75. AHMEDABAD JUBILEE SPINNING & MANUFACTURING 
CO., LTD.; Out Dariapur Gate, Ahmedabad; Agents: Chimanlal 
Nagindas & Co.; Mill Premises Ahmedabad; No. of Spindles: 
Mule, Chapoon 576, 2560; Dblg. 2296, Ring 31320, Total 36752; 
No. of Looms: 792. 

76. AHMEDABAD JUPITER SPINNING, WEAVING & 
MANUFACTURING CO., LTD. (Own weaving mill); Post 
Box 43, Dudheshwar Road, Ahmedabad; Agents: Fulchand 
Govindlal & Co., Ltd.; Dudhcswar Road, Post Box No. 43, 
Ahmedabad; No. of Spindles: Ring 25008, Total 25008; No. of 
Looms: 572. 

77. AHMEDABAD KAISER-I-HINDU MILLS CO .. LTD.; Out
side Raipur Gate, Ahmedabad; Agents: Ramanlal Kanaiyalal 
& Co.; Mill Premises, Ahmedabad; No. of Spindle" Ring 26600, 
Total 26600; No. of Looms: 490. 

n. AHMEDABAD LAXMI COTTON MILLS CO., LTD .. Out
side Raipur Gate, Ahmedabad; Agents: Hariprasad Jayantilal & 

Co., Ltd.; Outside Raipur Gate, Ahmedabad; No. of Spindles: 
Ring 3<1100, Total 3<1100; No. of Looms: 592. 

79. AHMEDABAD MANUFACTURING & CALICO PRINT CO., 
LTD.; (Own Dyeing Plant) Out Jamalpur Gate, Ahmedabad; 
Agents: Karamchand Premchand & Co.; Out Jamalpur Gate, 
2 
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Ahmedabad; No. of Spindles: Ring 76400, 5780 (Dblg.), Total 
82180; No. of Looms: 1509. 

80. AHMEDABAD NEW COTTON MILLS CO., LTD.; No 1. 
Kankaria Road, Ahmedabad; Agents: Ranchhodlal Gridharlol (. 
Co.; Mill Premises. Ahmedabad; No. of Spindles: Ring 24644, 
Total 24644; No. of Loom" 588. 

81. AHMEDABAD NEW COTTON MILLS CO., LTD. No.2, 
Mithipur, Ahmedabad: Agents: Ranchhodlal Girdharlal [, Co. 
Mill Premises, Ahmedabad: No. of Spindles: Ring 15804, Total 
15804; No. of Looms: 448. 

82. AHMEDABAD NEW STANDARD MILLS CO .. LTD.; N, 
Suraspur Gate, Railway Pura Post. Ahmedabad; Agent<;: S 
Naranlal [, Co., Ltd.: Mill Premises. Ahmedabad: No. O[ 

Spindles: Ring 16608, Total 16608: No. of Loom" 458. 

83. AHMEDABAD NEW TEXTILE MILLS CO., LTD.: Nos. 1(' 

2 (Own Dyeing Plant): Outside Raipur G .. Ahmedabad: Agent.' 
Naranlal JibaDlal & Co.: Out Raipur Gate, Ahmedabad: !l'o. 0/ 
Spindles: Ring 24852, Total 24852; No. of . Looms: 1l'0~, 

84. AHMEDABAD SARANGPUR MILLS CO., LTD.: Outsid, 
Raipur G., Ahmedabad; Agent" Himatlal MotHal [, Co., Ltd 
Out Raipur Gate, Ahmedabad: No. of Spindles: Ring 29804. 
Total 29804: No. of Looms: 580. 

85. AHMEDABAD SHRI RAMKRISHNA MILLS CO.. LTD 
Gomtipur, Ahmedabad: Agent" Chimanlal Maneklal [, Co., Mill 
Premises, Ahmedabad: No. of Spindles: Ring 16408, Total Ib408. 
No. of Looms: 455. 

86. AHMEDABAD SPINNING [, WEAVING CO .. LTD.: Shoh· 
pur, Ahmedabad: Agents: Runchhodlal Chhotalal [, Co.; Shahpur 
Ahmedabad; No. of Spindles: Ring 33652, Total 33652: No. o! 
Loom" 804. 

87. AJIT MILLS, LTD. (The): Rakhial Road, Ahmedabad; Agents. 
e. Naranbhai & Co.; Bakhial Road, Railway Pura Post, Ahmeda· 
bad 2; No. of Spindles: Ring 15664, Total 15664; No. of Looms 
466; 

88. AMBICA MILLS, LTD. (Shri); Kankaria Loco Siding. Ahmeda
bad 2; Agents: H. Kalidas & Co.: Kankaria Loco Biding. 
Ahmedabad 2; No. of Spindles: Ring 19920, Total 19920: !I'D o! 
£00= 384 
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89. ANANTA MILLS, LTD.; Rakhial Road, Gomtipur, Ahmedabad; 
Agents: J. Amratlal. Ltd.; cia Ahmedabad Laxmi Cotton Mills 
Co., Ltd.; No. of Spindles: Ring 19208, Total 19208; No. of 
Looms: 450. 

90. ARYODAYA GINNING & MANUFACTURING CO., LTD.; 
Asarwa, Ahmedabad; Agents: Mangaldas & Brother; Asarwa, 
Ahmedabad; No. of Spindles: Ring 50208, Total 50208; No. of 
Looms: 908. 

91. ARUNA MILLS, LTD. (The): Naroda Road, Ahmedabad; 
Agents: P. M. Hutheesing & Sons, Ltd.; Naroda Road, Ahmeda
bad; No. of Spindles: Ring 38~48, Total 38148; No. of Looms: 
960. 

92. ARVIND MILLS, LTD. (The); Naroda Road, Ahmedabad; 
Agents: N. Lalbhai & Co.; P. O. Box No. 56, Ahmedabad; No. 
of Spindles: Ring 5H28, Total 5H28; No. of Looms: 1210; 

93. ARYODAYA SPINNING & WEAVING CO., LTD.; Asarva 
Road, Railway Pura Post Ahmedabad 2; Agents: Mangaldas f, 

Balabhai & Co.; Asarva Road, P. O. Box ~O, Ahmedabad; No. of 
Spindles: Ring 53364, Total 53364; No. of Looms: 1351: 

94. ASARWA MILLS; Railway Pura Post, Ahmedabad 2; Under 
Mortgage to the Provident Investment Co., Ltd., Bombay; Mill 
Premises Ahmedabad 2; No. of Spindles: Ring 20564, Total 
20564; No. of Looms: 458. 

95. BARODA SPINNING & WEAVING CO., LTD. (No. I); 
Near Bhadra, Baroda; Agents: Javerchand Laxmichand & Co.; 
MUI Premises, Baroda; No. of Spindles: Ring 18576, Total 18576; 
No. of Looms: 501. 

96. BARODA SPINNING & WEAVING CO., LTD. (No.2); 
Near Bhadra, Bhadra, Baroda; Agent.s: Javerchand Laxmichand 
& Co.: Mill Premises, Baroda; No of Sindles: Ring 11712, Total 
11712; No. of Looms: 224. 

97 BECHARDAS SPINNING & WEAVING MILLS, CO., LTD.; 
Raikhad, Ahmedabad; Agents: Durgaprasad S. Laskari & Co.; 
Raikhad. Ahmedabad; No. of Spindles: Ring 18092. Total 18092; 
No. of Looms: 494. 

98 BHALAKIA MILLS CO., LTD. (The); Kankaria Road, Post 
Box No. 29, Ahmedabad; Agents: Chandulal & Co.. Ltd., 
Managing Agents: Seth Jethalal Purshotamdas, Bhalakia; 
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Kankaria Road. Ahmedabad; No. of Spindle" Ring 15696. T"to' 
15696; No. of Loom" 806. 

99 BI-IARAT LAXMI COTTON MILLS CO .. LTD; Mithi"", 
Ahmedabad; Agent" R. Amratlal & Co.; Mill Prem; .,. 
Ahmedabad; No. of Spindle" Ring 18492. Total 18492; N" .' 
Loom" 432. 

100. BHARAT SURYODAYA MILL CO. LTD.; Kankaria R •• ;,d 
Ahmedabad: Agents: Manilal Sankalchand & Co" Ltd,; Kanbrld 

Road, near Jagnath Mahadeva; No. of Spind/f's: Ring 9(Jlfl 

Total 9916; No. of Loom" 364. 

101. BHARAT VIJAYA MILLS. LTD.; Kalal. N. Gujarat; Agen/ .• 

Ramanlal Champaklal [, Co.; Kalal. N. Gujarat; No. of Spin<llc. 
Ring 15201. Total 15201; No. of Loom" 320. . 

102 BHARATKHAND COTTON MILLS CO .. LTD.; Nared" R."J 
Railway Pura Ahmedabad; Agents: Moolchand JeykishLIll. 
das & Co.; Railway Pura Post. Ahmedabad 2. No. of Spindle .• 
Ring 22848. Total 22848; No. of Loom" 573. 

!OJ BHARAT KHAND TEXTILE MANFG. CO. LTD.; Cam, 
Road. Ahmedabad; Agent" Jibanlal Girdharlal & Co .. Camr 
Road. P. O. Box 30. Ahmedabad; No. of Spindle" Ring 116,'l' 
Total 11680; No. of Loom" 1316. 

104. BIHARI MILLS. LTD. (The); Mithipur. Nr. Khokhra. 
Mehmedabad. Ahmedabad; Agents: M. Harila! [, Co .. Ltd.; :-.Ir 
Khokhra. Mehmedabad. Ahmedabad; No. of Spindles, Rin9 
16116. Tota! 16116; No. of Looms: ·HO. 

105. BROACH FINE COUNTS SPIN. [, WEAV. CO .. LTD 
Broach; Agent" Brij!a! Bilasrai & Co.; Agakhan Bldg. Dalal St 
Fort. Bombay; No. of Spindle" Ring 28896. Total 28896; Nu. "I 
Looms: 500. 

106. CAMBAy',sTATE MILLS; Cambay. Ahmedabad; Managing 
Agents: Sheth Chamanba!; (Cambay); No. of Spindles: Ring 
18444. Total 18414; No. of Looms: 356. 

107. CHANDRAKANT MILLS. LTD. (The); Kankaria Road. near 
Siskar Lake. Ahmedabad; Agents: Balabhai Girdharlal [, Co 

Mill Premises. Ahmedabad; No. of Spindles: Ring 16016. Total 
16016; No. of Loom" 470. 

108. CHANDRODAYA MILLS. LTD. (The); Viramgam; Agents 
C. Khushaldas & Co .. Ltd .. Viramgam; No. of Spindle" Ring 
27292. Total 27292; No. of Looms: 627. 
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Il19. CHHOTALAL MILLS, LTD.; Kalal (Baroda State); Agentso 
Chhotalal Hirachand [, Co.; Kalol (North Gujarat); No. of 
Spindle" Ring 17056, Total 17056; No. of Loomso ~56; 

I Ill. CITY OF AHMEDABAD SPG. & MANFG. CO., LTD.; 
Kankaria Road. Ahmedabad; Agents: Chamanlal Mangaldas & 
Sons, Kankaria Road, Ahmedabad; No. of Spindles, Ring 26386, 
Total 263116; No. of Loom" 543. 

Ill. COMMERCIAL AHMEDABAD MILLS, CO" LTD.; Railway 
Pura Post, Ahmedabad 2; Agent" Dhaunjibhai & Tricumlal & 
Co., Ltd.; Mill Premises, Ahmedabad 2; No. of Spindle" Ring 
27788, Total 27788; No. of Loom" 620. 

112. FINE KNITTING CO" LTD. (The); Nareda Road, Nr. 
Chamunda Mata Railway Pura Post. Ahmedabad 2: Agents: 
H. KeshavlaI & Co.; Mill Premises, Ahmedabad 2; No. of 
Spindles, Ring 9000, Total 9000; No. of Looms, 100 Knitt'g 
Machines. 

III GAEKWAR MILLS, LTD. (The) (Own dyeing Plant); 
Bilimora, Ahmedabad; Agent" H. M. Mehta & Co" Ltd.; 
Bilimora, Ahmedabad; No. of Spindle" Ring 240M, Total 240M; 
No. of Loom" 520. 

111. GENDALAL MILLS, LTD. (Formerly the Bhagirath Spg. & 
Wvg. Mills); Jalgaon, East Khandesh; Managing Director: Mr. 
S. G. Badjatia; Mill Premises, Ahmedabad; No. of SpindleS.' 
Ring 11000, Total 11000; No. of Loom" 345. 

115. GIRDHADAS HARI VALLAVDAS MILLS, LTD.; Outside 
Premo Gate, Camp Road, Ahmedabad; Agentso C. Mangalda. & 

Co" Parekh; Mill Premises, Ahmedabad; No. of Spindles: Ring 
19992, Total 19992. 

116. GIRDHARDAS HARI VALLVDAS MILLS, CO., LTD.; Nr. 
Gomtipur Overbridge, Ahmedabad; Agents: Chamanlal Mangal
das & Co.; Mill Premises Ahmedabad; No. of LoomS.' 2i2; 

117. GOPAL MILL CO" LTD.; White Road, Broach; AgentS.' N. 
Harridas & Co.; White Road, Broach; No. of Spindles: Ring 
217i8, Total 21748; No. of Looms: 652. 

1\8. GUJARAT COTTON MILLS CO., LTD.; Naroda Road, 
Ahmedabad; Agents: P. S. Bhagwandas & Co.; Railway Pura 
Post, Naroda Road, P. O. Box No. 41 Ahmedabad; No. of 
Spindles, Ring 30864, Total 30864; No. of Looms, 606. 



APPENDIx I 

119. GUjARAT GINNING & MANUFACTURING CO., LTD.: Out 
Kalupur Gate, Nr. Premo Gate, Ahmedabad: Agents: jamnabhai 
Mansukhbhai [, Co.: Railway Pura Post or G. P. O. Box 38. 
Ahmedabad: No. of Spindles: Ring 71088: Total 71088: No. of 
Looms: 1688. 

120. GUjARAT SPINNING [, WEAVING CO., LTD.: Outside 
Kalupur Gate, Ahmedabad: Agents: jamnabhai Mansukhbhai [. 
Co.: Mill Compound, Ahmedabad: No. of Spindles: Ring 28792. 
Total 28792: No. of Looms: 679. 

121. HARIVALLABHDAS MULCHAND MILLS CO., LTD.: Out 
Dariapur Gate, Ahmedabad: Agents: GirdharIal Harilal & Co.: 
Mill Premises Ahmedabad: No. of Spindles: Ring 18204, Total 
18204: No. of Looms: 448. 

122. HATHISING MANUFACTURING CO., LTD.: Saraspura 
Railway Pura, Post No.2, Ahmedabad: Agents: Maneklal 
Mansukhbhai [, Co.: Saraspura:No. of Spindles: Ring 17341. 
Total 17344. 

123. HIMABHAI MANUFACTURING CO., LTD.: Nr. Saraspur 
Gate, Railway Pura Post, Ahmedabad: Agents: Dhirajlal 
Khushaldas & Bros.: Mill Premises, Ahmedabad: No. of Spindle,' 
Mule 640 Doubling, Ring 16760, Total 17100: No. of Loom,; 
384. 

124. jAYANTI MILLS, LTD.: Viramgaam: Agents: G. Nathalal & 
Co.. Ltd.: Revdi Bazar, Latif! Bldg. Ahmedabad: No. 01 
Spindles: Ring 22216, Total 22216: No. of Looms: 559: 

125. jEHANGIR VAKIL MILLS CO .. LTD.: Outside Delhi Gate 
Ahmedabad: Agents: Rustomjee Mangaldas [, Co., Ltd.: Outside 
Delhi Gate Ahmedabad No. of Spindles: Ring 28252, Total 
28252: No. of Looms: 708. 

126. KADI LAXMI COTTON MILLS CO., LTD.: Kadi, North 
Gujarat Ahmedabad; Agents: N. K. Kevaldas & Co., Ltd.: Mill 
Premises. Ahmedabad: No. of Spindles: Ring 13600. Total 1160(1 

127. KALOL KAPADIA SPQ. & WEAV. MILLS CO .. LTD.: KaloL 
North Gujarat, Ahmedabad: Agents: C. Nanalal Magganlal & 
Co.: Kalol (North GujaratJ; No. of Spindles: Ring 15152 Total 
15152. 

128. KAL YAN MILLS, LTD.; Naroda Road, Railway Pura Post. 
Ahmedabad 2: Agents: K. M. Mehta & Sons Ltd.: Gomtipur 
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Road" c10 Industrial Mill Office, Ahmedabad 2; No, of Spindles: 
Ring 12060, Total 12060, No, of Looms: 393, 

129. KESHAV MILLS CO., LTD. (The); Petlad, Via Anand, 
Baroda State; Agents: Chandulal Keshavlal [, Co.; Mill Premises, 
Baroda; No. of Spindles: Ring 11580, Total 11580; No. of 
Looms: 256. 

130. KHANDESH SPIN. [, WEAY. MILLS CO., LTD.; Jalgaon 
East Khandesh; Agents: Moljce Jaitha & Co.; Ewart House, 
Tamarind Lane, Fort, Bombay: No. of Spindles: Ring 22664, 
Total 22664; No. of Looms: 459. 

131. KRISHNA KUMAR MILLS CO. (The); Mahuva (Kathiawar) 
Agents: S. S. Maganlal [, Co.; Mahuva (Kathiawar); No. of 
Spindles: Ring 7200, Total 7200; 

132. LALBHAI TRICUMLAL MILLS, LTD. (Own dyeing plant); 
Rakhial Road, Ahmedabad; Agents: C. Lalbhai [, Bros., Ltd.; 
Mill Premises, Ahmedabad; No. of Spindles: Ring 29568, Total 
29568; No. of Looms: 738. 

III MAFATLAL SPG. [, MANUFG. CO" LTD.; Vejalpur Road, 
Navsari, Ahmedabad; Agents: Navinchandra Purshotamdas & 
Co., Ltd.; Vejalpur Road, Navsari. B. B. & c. I. Ry.; No. 01 
Spindles: Mule 2301 Doubg, Ring 25620, Total 27924; No. of 
Looms: 896. 

134. MAHALAXMI MILLS, LTD. (The) (& bleach, dye & finish); 
Bhavnagar; Agents: H. Jivandas & Sons .. Ltd., Mill Premises, 
Bhavnagar; No. of Spindles: Ring 11104, Total 11104; No. of 
Looms: 280. 

135. MANECKCHOCK & AHMEDABAD MANFG. CO. LTD.; 
Railway Pura Post, Nr. Idga Chowky, Ahmedabad; Agents: 
Hiralal Tricumlal; Railway Pura Post, near Idga Chowky, 
Ahmedabad; No. of Spindles: Ring 35000, Total 35000; No. of 
Looms: 832. 

136. MANEKLAL HARILAL SPIN & MANFG. CO" LTD.; Saras
pur Road, Ahmedabad; Agents: HarHal Hariwallabhadas & Co. 
Saraspur Road, Railway Pura Post, Ahmedabad 2; No. of 
Spindles: Ring 30000, Total JOOOO; No. of Looms: 750. 

137. MANOR MILLS, Nadiad, Ahmedabad; Prop. J. Kanialal Parekh; 
Namad, Ahmedabad; No. of Spindles: Ring 17000, Total 17000' 
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138. MARSDEN SPG. & MANUFACTURING CO .. LTD.; Gom!i 
pur. Ahmedabad; Agents: Marsden Bros. & Co .• Ltd.; Railway 
Pura Post; Ahmedabad No. of Spindles: Ring 23476. Total 
23476. No. of Looms: 482. 

139. MONOGRAM MILLS CO .. LTD .. Rakhial. Ahmedabad; Agent" 
Manilal Marsden & Co .. Ltd.; Railway Pura Post. Ahmedabad: 
No. of Spindles: Ring 21000. Total 21000; No. of Loom" 528: 

liO. MOTILAL HIRABHAI. SPINNING. WEA V. & MANUFG 
CO .. LTD.; Opposite Premo Gate. Ahmedabad; Agents: Moti!.! 
Hirabhai & Sons; Railway Pura Post, Ahmedabad; No. of 
Spindles: Ring 30600. Total 30600; No. of Looms: 700. 

IiI. NAGRI MILLS. CO .. LTD .. lagnath Mahadev Road. Gomtipur. 
Ahmedabad; Agents: Papatlal ChimanlaI & Co.; lagnath Mah",b 
Road. Gomtipur P. O. Box No. 36; No. of Spindles: Ring 17721 .. 
Total 17728; No. of Looms: 498. 

142. NATIONAL MILLS CO .. LTD.; Gomtipur Road. Ahmedabad: 
Agents: Chimanlal & Govindlal & Co .. Ltd .. Vahivatdar. 
Managing Agents: S. P. H. Magri; Gomtipur Rd .. Railway Pura. 
Ahmedabad; No. of Spindles: Ring 19712. Total 19712; No. oi 
Looms: 190. 

li3. NAVIIVAN MILLS. LTD. (The); Station Road Kalol. North 
Gujarat. Baroda State; Agents: Rustomjee Mangaldas & Co .. 
Mill Premises. Ahmedabad; No. of Spindles: Ring 16760. Tota! 
16760; No. of Loom" 120; : 

141. NAV BHARAT MILLS. LTD. (The); Naroda Road. Ahmeda· 
bad; Agents: Bansilal & Chandulal & Co.; Naroda Road. Ahrr::da· 
bad; No. of Spindles: Ring 16800. Total 16800; No. of Locwl." 

357. 

145. NEW BARODA MILLS CO .. LTD. (The); Nr. Goya Gate. 
Baroda; Agents: Zaverchand Lakhmichand Bros. & Co.; ),Ii'! 
Premises Baroda; No. of Spindles: Ring 23296. Total 23296 
No. of Looms: 608. 

146. NEW COMMERCIAL MILLS CO .• LTD. (The); Naroda Rd. 
Ahmedabad: Agents: T. Bhogilal & Co .• Ltd.; Naroda Road. 
Ahmedabad 2; No. of Spindles: Ring 28060. Total 28060, Nu. 01 
Looms: 790. 

117. NEW DARBHANGA MILLS; Navsari (Baroda State); Agents 
Sitaiprasad Kharagprasad; Mill Premises, Nav~arL Nu. tlt 
Spindles: Ring 18.896. Total 18896; No. of Loom" 500. 
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lib NEW JEHANGIR VAKIL MILLS CO .. LTD., Bhavnagar: 
Agents: Rustomjee Mangaldas & Co., Bhavnagar; No. o{ 
Spindles: Ring 30056. Total 30056, No. o{ Looms: 727. 

li' NEW MANECKCHOCK SPG. & WEG. CO. LTD., Out. 
Datiapur Gate. Ahmedabad 2, Agent: Lalbhai Tricumlal, Mill 
Premises. Ahmedabad 2, No. of Spindles: Ring 27800. Total 
27800, No. of Looms: 729. 

15:) NEW NATIONAL MILLS. LTD. (The), Rakhial Road. 
Ahmedabad 2, Agent: P. H. Nagri & Co .. Ltd., cia The National 
Mills Co .. Ltd .. Gomtipur Road. Ahmedabad 2, No. of Spindles: 
Ring 11520. Total 11520, No. of Looms: 380. 

Iii. NEW RAJ PUR MILLS CO .. LTD. (The), Gomtipur Road, 
Railway Pura Post, Ahmedahad, Agents: B. Jivabhai & Co., Ltd. 
Managing Agent: M. B. Patel, Mill Premises, Railway Puta 
Post, Ahmedabad 2, No. of Spindles: Ring 9840. Total 9840, 
No. of Looms: 320. 

I'.'. NEW SHORROCK SPINNING & MANFG. CO .. LTD., 
Nadiad Dis!. Kairra, Agents: Mafatlal ChanduIaI & Co., Asarwa 
Rd., Railway Pura Post, Ahmedabad 2, No. of Spindles: Ring 
43536, Total 13536, No. of Looms: 862. 

15· NEW SWADESHI MILLS OF AHMEDABAD, LTD., Naroda 
Road, Ahmedabad; Agent5: S. Sheonarain S. Nemani; Naroda 
Road, Ahmedabad, No. of Spindles: Ring 26541, Total 26511, 
No. of Looms: 697. 

15 NIRANJAN MILLS LTD., Falsawadi Road, Sutat, Agents: 
Pallonji & Co., Mill Premises, No. of Looms: 220. 

155 NUTAN MILLS, LTD. (The), Sara spur, Out. Nicoli Gate. 
Ahmedabad, Agents: J. B. Nanavati & Co. Ltd., No. of Spindles: 
Ring 20840, Total 20810, No. of Looms: 528. 

156 OSMANSHAHI MILLS. LTD. (The), Nanded (Hydrabad· 
Deccan), Agents: The Industrial Ttust Fund Ltd. H. R. H. The 
Nazim's Govt., 1920 Khairatabad Road, Hydrabad, Deccan, 
No. of Spindles: Ring 24708, Total 21708, No. of Looms: 169. 

157. PATELL MILLS CO .. LTD., Gomtipur Road, Railway Pura Post, 
Ahmedabad, Agents: D. Chunilal & Co., Gomtipur Road, Railway 
Pura Post, Ahmedabad, No. of Spindles: Ring 131M. Total 
13461, No. of Looms: 312. 

155 PETLAD BULAKHIDAS MILLS CO., LTD. Opposite Station, 
Petlad, Agent.: M. Kashandas & Co., Station Road, Petlad, 

3 
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No. of Spindle" Ring 18896, (1332 dblg.,) Total 18896: No 01 

Loom" 1011. 

159. PRATAP SPIN .. WEAV. & MANFG. CO .. LTD.; ArnaL." 
East Khandesh; Agents: Messrs. MoOla!. Manekchand & ~.o. 

Amalner, East Khandesh; No. of Spindles: Mule 432, Ring 42'>8. 
Total 42920; No. of Looms: 480. 

160. PURSHOTUM SPINNING & MANFG. CO, LTD.; Outid, 
Raipur Gate, Ahmedabad; Agents: Mansukhbhai Bhagoobh: i [. 

Co. Out. Kalupur Gate; No. of Spindles: Ring 25600. T )tal 
25600; No. of Looms: 860. 

161. RAIPUR MANUFACTURING CO., LTD.; Outside Sarap", 
Gate, Ahmedahad; Agents: Lalbhai, Dalpatbhai & Co.; ;',Jili 
Premises; No. of Spindles: Ring 36008, Total 36008. 

162. RAJA BAHADUR MOTILAL POONA MILLS, L~D. 

5111. Kennedy Road, Poona; Agents: Govindlal Mukundlal E· ,~o 
58164, Custom House Road. Fort, Bombay; No. of Spin.',cs 
Ring 14704, Total li704; No. of Looms: 502. 

163. RAJKOT COTTON MILLS CO .. LTD.; Pura Rajkot; Ag"t; 
PranJal K. Trivedi [1 Co.; Pura Rajkot; No. of Looms; 1 ~5 

1M. RAJKOT STATE COTTON MILLS; Karansinhji Cross R.>Jc 
Mill Pura, Rajkot; Mg. Agents: Talakshi Manekchand D,csh! 
Karansinghji Cross Road, Rajkot; No. of Spindles: Ring I(,S7, 
Total 10872; No. of Looms: 164. 

165. RAJ NAGAR SPIN WEAV. & MFG. CO., LTD.}:o:. 
Kalupur, Camp Road. Ahmedabad; Agent: Sheth Mang 'da> 
Girdhardas Parekh; Kalupur Camp Road, P. O. Bu. ,t'. 
Ahmedabad; No. o{ Spindles: Ring 20112, Total 20112; l\.- '-I 
Looms: 646. 

166. RAJNAGAR SPINNING, WEAVING AND MANUFACTUR· 
ING CO., LTD. No.2; Kalupur. Camp Road; Agent: :-h,,', 
Mangalda, Girdhardas Parekh; Kalapur Camp Road, P. C IJu 
40, Ahmedabad; No. of Spindles: Ring 3028'1, Total 3.'284 

No. 01 Looms: 756. 

167. RAJRATNA NARAN BHAI MILLS CO .. LTD.; PetIac v,a 
Anand. Baroda State; Agents: R. Keshavlal & Co.; Petie. ,i, 
Anand, Baroda State; No. of Spindles: Ring 18560. Total 1.'.06('· 
No. of Loom" 252. 

168. ROHIT MILLS. LTD.; Mithipur, Nr. Khokhra. MehmeC:,bad 
Ahmedabad; Agents: L. Gordhandas, Ltd.; Nr. Kl .. khra 
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Mehmedabad State; No. of Spindles: Ring 20iOO. Total 20100; 
No. of Loom" MO. 

169. RUSTOM IEHANGIR VAKIL MILLS CO .. LTD.; (own 
dyeing plant.) Outside Delhi Gate. Dudheshwar Road. 
Ahmedabad; Agents: Rustomjee Manilal & Co.; Outside Delhi 
Gate. Ahmedabad; No. of Spindles: Mule 968 Dblg .. Ring 17132. 
Total 18100; No. of Looms: 105. 

170 SAKRABHAI SANKALCHAND & CO.; White Road. Broach: 
Agents: V. Maganlal & Co.: White Road. Broach: No. of 
Spindles: Ring 17700. Total 17700. 

171. SARANGPUR COTTON MANFG. CO .. LTD. No. 1 (own 
dyeing plant): Outside Raipur Gate. Broach; Agents: Sakarlal 
Balabhai & Co.: Outside Raipur Gate. Broach; No. of Spindles: 
Ring 27080. Total 27080; No. of Looms: 576. 

172. SARANGPUR COTTON MANFG. CO .. LTD. No.2; Outside 
Raipur Gate, Broach; Agents: Sakarlal Balabhai & Co.; Outside 
Raipur Gate. Broach; No. of Spindles: Ring 29828. Total 29828; 
No. of Looms: 828. 

173. SARASPUR MILLS. LTD. (The); Saraspur Road. Ahmedabad: 
Agents: L. Dalpatbhai. Sons & Co.; Mill Premises. Ahmedabad; 
No. of Spindles: Ring 33000. Total 33000; No. of Looms: 856 

171. SARASWATI GINNING & MANUFACTURING CO .. LTD.; 
Broach; Agents: Lady Sulochana Chinubhai & Co.; Lal Bunga. 
low. Nr. Shahpur Ahmedabad; No. of Spindles: Mule 1872. Ring 
17512. Total 19381; No. of Looms: 111. 

175. SHaRROCK SPINNING & MANUFACTURING CO .. LTD.; 
Asarva Rd .. Ahmedabad 2; Agents: Malatial. Chanduial & Co.; 
Asarva Road. Ahmedabad. No.2; No. of Spindles: Ring 301M. 
Total 30161; No. of Looms: 722. 

I'h. SHREE SAl/AN MILLS. LTD.; Rallam. C. 1.; Agents: Gopaldas 
Liladhar & Co.; 28. Apollo St .. Fort. Bombay; No. of Spindles: 
Ring 17000. Total 17000; No. of Looms: 315. 

177. SHRI AMARSINH)I MILLS. LTD.; Vankaner. Kathiawar; 
Agents: Jayantilal Amratlal & Co .. Ltd.: Mill Premises; No. of 
Spindles: Ring 10656. Total 10656; No. of Looms: 320. 

1;; SHRI BALA)I SPINNING & WEAVING MILLS; Sangli; 
Proprietor: S. R. Jaynarayan: Mill Premises; No. of Spindle!: 
Ring 3000. Total 3000; No. of Looms: 101. 
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179. SHRI JAGDISH MILLS; Padra Road, Baroda; Propritor: S. ;1 
Kalidas; Padra Road, Baroda; No. of Spindles: Ring 151 \1 

Total 15140; No. of Looms: 416. 

180. SHRI LAXMI WEAVING & MANFG. CO., LTD.; Gomtir" 
Railwaypura Post, Ahmedabad; Agents: Munshaw & (, 
Gomtipur, Ahmedabad; No. of Looms: 256. 

181. SHRINAGAR WEAVING & MANUFACTURING CO., LT) 
Nr. Kalupar Overbridge. Railway Pura Post. Ahmedabad 2 
Agents: Govinddas Maneklal & Co.; Mill Premises. Ahmeda')Llo 
2; No. of Spindles: Ring 15564, TotaI15561; No. of Looms: ; , 

182. SHRI SHAHU CHHATRAPATI SPIN. & WEAV. MILS. 
Kolhapur-Shahupuri; Kolhapur-Shahupuri; No. of Spine . . :; 
Mule '116, Ring 15760, Total 16176; No. of Looms: ,'! 

183. SHRI SAYAJI MILLS CO .. LTD.; Near Old Rly. Station, P. 0 
Box 37, Baroda; Agents: Samal Bechar & Co.; Baroda ([C)" 

Box 37); No. of Spindles: Ring 23184, Total 2318'1; No. "I 
Looms: 600. 

\8'1. SHRI VIVEKANAND MILLS, LTD.; Gomtipur Rd., Ahmda· 
bad, Agents: Nanubhai Maneklal & Co.; Gomtipur Road, Rai! 'oj 
Pura Post, Ahmedabad 2; No. of Spindles: Ring 16861, 1,)t., 
16861; No. of Looms: iOO. 

185. SILVER COTTON MILLS CO .. LTD. (The); Kankaria R,ad 
Nr. Jagnath Mahadev, Ahmedabad; Agents: Gopalbhai Ba\c"hJ1 
& Co.; Kankaria Road, Ahmedabad 2; No. of Spindles: ":ing 
20096, Total 20096; No. of Looms: 506. 

186. SUGAN MILLS, ROHRI (Sind.); Dayaram, Dharamsala. R··w 
Sole Proprietors: Seth Sugnichand Dayaram Jotwani; R"hn 
(Sind.) N. W. Ry.; No. of Looms: iO. 

187. SURAT COTTON SPINNING & WEAVING MILLS, LD 
Nawab Wadi, Surat; Agent: Mafatlal Gagalbhai; 29, Churcl . at, 
St, Fort. Bombay; No. of Spindles: Ring 16108, Total ".10' 
No. of Looms: 392. 

188. SWADESHI WEAVING FACTORY; Bhavnagar (Kathia·,·ar!. 
Agents: Gopalji Odhhavji Thakker; Panvadi Road. Bhavr, 'lar' 

No. of Spindles: Ring 1200 (Doubling), Total 1200; ;..;, 01 
Looms: 25. 
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I~q. THE ASOKA MILLS. LTD.; Naroda Rd .• Ahmedabad; Agents, 
Lalbhai Dalpatbhai & Co.; Naroda Road Ahmedabad; No. of 
Spindle" Ring 31512. Total 31512; No. of Looms, 972. 

lOa. VIjAYA MILLS CO .. LTD.; Naroda Rd .. Ahmedabad; Ageftt" 
H. Achratlal & Co.; Naroda Road. Ahmedabad; No. of Spindles, 
Ring 21036. Total 2\036; No. of Loom" 658. 

I"!. VIKRAM MILLS. LTD. (The); Out. Saraspur Gate. Rakhial 
Rd .. Ahmedabad; Agent" R. Lallubhai & Bros.; Railway Pura 
Post. Ahmedabad 2; No. of Spindle" Ring 26412. Total 26412; 
No. of Loom" 1052. 

1"2. WADHWAN CAMP MILLS. LTD.; Wadhwan Camp (Kathia
war); Agents' L. M. Mehta & Co.; Albert Building. Hornby 
Road. Port. Bombay; No. of Spindle" Ring 15120. Total 15120; 
No. of Loom" 216. 

1"3. MAHARANA MILLS. LTD.; Porbandar; Agent" Nanji Kalidas 
Mehta; Porbandas (Kathiawar I; No. of Spindles, Ring 11621. 
Total 11621; No. of Loom" 266. 

RAjPUTANA 

1:4 EDWARD MILLS CO .. LTD.; Beawar; Agent" R. S. K. 

I '.' -). 

19: . 

19,. 

Motilalji & S. G. M. Lodha; Diggi Street. Beawar. Rajputana; 
No. of Spindles, Mule 1200. Ring 14112. Total 18312; No. of 
Looms, 376. 

INDARGARH SPG. & WVG. MILLS CO .. LTD. (The); 
Indargarh; Agent" S. A. Kalidass & Co.; Indargarh R. S. 
Rajputana. 

KRISHNA MILLS, LTD. (The); Beawar, Merwara: Agent" 
Thakurdasji Khinvraj & Co.; Beawar. Rajputana; No. of Spindle" 
Mule 3576;· Ring 16821. T.,tai 20100; No. of Loom" 602. 

MAHALAKSHMI MILLS CO.. LTD.; Beawar, Merwara; 
Agent" S. L. Kothari & S. V. Rathi. Beawar. Rajputana; No. of 
Spindle" Ring 13728. Total 13728; No. of Loom" 116. 

MAHARAJA KISHANGARH SOMYAG MILL CO. (Trans
formed). Ltd.: Madanganj. Kishangarh. Merwara: Lessees; Ral 
Bahadur Seth Tikamchand Bhagchand Soni; Madanganj. Kishan
garh, No. of Spindle" Mule 2880, Ring 26120 Total 29000 
No. of Looms, 445. 

MOTILAL AGARWAL MILLS; Near Morar Road, Gwalitor. 
G. I. P. Rly.; Mill Premises; No. of Spindle" Ring 12500. Total 
12500; No. of Loom" 25. 
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200. NEW SWADESHI MILLS CO .. LTD.; Beawar G. I. P. riy. 
Agents: Seth Sahansmal Bohra; Me:wari Bazar. Bea',,'ar 

Rajputana; No. of Looms: 56. 

201. NEW WEAVING & TRADING CO .• LTD.; Anasagar G',ti 
Ajmer; Financiers: Rai Bahadur Seth Tikam Chand Bhag Cbnd 
& Co .. Anasagar Ghati. Ajmer; No. of Looms: 72. 

202. SHREE SAYAJI JUBILEE COTTON & JUTE MILLS CO .. 
LTD.; Opp. Ry. Station. Sidhpur; Agents: Prahladji Seval-arr. 
& Co. No. of Spindles: Ring 14412. Total 14412; No. of Looms 
320 

203. SIDHPUR MILLS CO .. LTD. (The); Sidhpur. North Gu'rat. 
Agents: M. Parbhudas & Co.; Sidhpur; No. of Spindles: Fins 
19264; Total 19264. 

CENTRAL PROVINCES 

204. BENGAL NAG PUR COTTON MILLS. LTD.; Rajnand,,'on 
C. P.; Agents: Shaw. Wallace & Co; 4. Bankshall St:", 
Calcutta; No. of Spindles: Ring 31652; Total 31652; No. 01 
Looms: 624. 

205. BURHANPUR TAPTI MILL. LTD.; Burhampur R. S. (!\ima: 
Dist.); Agents: C Dinshaw & Bros.; 121 Medows St .. fort 
Bombay; No. of Spindles: Mule 488. Ring 30200. Total 30:)00 
No. of Looms: 497. 

206. CENTRAL INDIA SPIN .. WEAV. & MFG. CO .. LTD.; The 
Empress Mills. Nagpur, Cent. Provinces; Agents: Tata ~ons. 

Ltd. Bombay House. 24 Bruce St .. Fort. Bombay; No. of Spindles 
Ring \0\056, Total 101056; No. of Looms: 2166. 

207. MODEL MILLS NAGPUR, LTD. (The); Umrer Road. N,'PUf 
City, CP., Agents: Bansilal Abirchand Dadabhoy & Co.; L'oyd 

Building. Ballard Estate. Fort. Bombay; No. of Spindle" 'Hr.S 
52408. Total 52-108; No. of Looms: 952. 

208. PULGAON COT. SPIN., WEAV. & MFG. CO .. LTD.; Puj'lao, 
C.P .. Dist. Wardha; Agent: A. V. Datar; Pulgaon. C. P. J.\·~1, (1r 

Spindles: Ring 19580 Total 19580; No. of Looms: 227. 

209. RAI BAHADUR BANSILAL ABIRCHAND SPINNING .:"I':D 
WEAVING MILL; Hinganghat (C P.); Proprietor' Sir 
Bisesardass Daga. KT .• K.CJ.E .• & Bros.; "Sir Kasturchand r::Jdc· 
ing." Civil Lines. Nagpur. C P.; No. of Spindles: Ring'i6ll<.' 
Total 31600; No. of Looms: 394. 



APPENDIX I 

210. RAI SAHEB REKHCHAND GOPALDAS MOHOTA SPIN
NING AND WEAVING MILLS; AkoIa (Berar); ProprietoC.' 
Seth Gopaldas Mohota; Representative, S. M. Sing;; AkoIa 
(Berar); No. of Spindle" Mule 1068. Ring 2li08. Total 22176; 
No. of Looms.' 159. 

211. RAI SAHEB REKCHAND MOHOTA SPINNING AND 
WEAVING MILL; Hinganghat (e. P.) ProprietoC.' Seth 
Mathuradas Mohota; Hinganghat; No. of Spindles.' Mule 412. 
Ring 21672. Total 221li; No. of Looms.' 113. 

212. RAJA GOKULDAS MILLS LTD.; Rani Tal JubbuIpore C. P.; 
Agent" Mangaldas Mehta & Co .. Mubarak Manzil. Apollo St.. 
Fort. Bombay; No. of Spindles.' Ring 21176. Total 21176: No. of 
Looms.' i50. 

2:3. SAVATRAM RAMPRASAD MILLS CO .. LTD. (The); 
Tajnapeth. Akola (Berar i; Agent.' S. S. Ramprasad; Tajnapeth. 
Akola (Berar); No. of SpindleS.' Ring 12360. Total 12360; No. of 
Looms,' 2M. 

2 i 4. VIDARBHA MILLS (BERAR ) LTD. (The): Ellichpur Dist .. 

,. -
.l). 

Amraoti; AgentS.' Deshmukh & Co.. Mill Premises; No. of 

Spindles.' Ring 1068-1. Total 106M; No. of Loom" 272. 

DECCAN 

AURUNGABAD MILLS. LTD. (The); Aurung.bad (H. E. H. 
The Nizam's Dom.); Doraswami Iyer & Co.; 52 Victoria Build
ings. Parsi Bazar St .. Fort. Bombay; No. of Spindles.' Mule 3960. 
Ring 127i8. Total 16708; No. of Looms.' 270. 

2;0. AZAN JAHI MILLS. LTD.; WARANGAL (H. E. H. The 
Nizam's Dom.); Agents: The Trustees. lndustrial Trust Fund 
(H. R. H. The Nizam's Govt.); 1920 Khairatabad Road. 
Hyderabad-Deccan. Bombay. No. of Spindles.' Ring 19941. 
Total 19911; No. of Loom" 116. 

217. BARSI SPINNING AND WEAVING MILLS. LTD.: Barsi 
Town (Sholarpur Dist.); Agents.' Desai. Sons & Co .. 15!16 
Nanjee Buildings. 17 Elphinstone Circle. Fort. Bombay; No. of 
Spindles.' 19900. Total 19900 No. of Looms.' 280. 

21' BERAR MANUFACTURING CO .. LTD.; Badnera (Sholapur 
Dist.); Ageflts.' Sir Kasturchand Dadabhoy & Co; Lloyd Build
ings. Ballard Estate. Fort. Bombay; No. of Spindles.' Ring 19908. 
Total 19908; No. of Looms.' 369. 
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219. BHARAT SPINNING AND WEAVING CO .. LTD. No. 
Hubli (Dharwar Dist.); Managing Agents: Purshottam Govind ~\.' 

& Co .. : 9119 Bank St., Fort, No. I. Bombay: No. of Sind .• 
Mule 2558, Ring 2132: 68'1 Dblg, Total 5371: No. of Loa,; 
600. 

220. DEWAN BAHADUR RAMGOPAL MILLS. LTD. (Th., 
Elchiguda, Hyderabad. Agent" Lachminarayan, Ramgopal E 
Son. LTD.: 25 St. John's Road, Secunderabad: No. of Spind 
Ring 16376, Total 16376, No. of Loom" 303. 

220a. GOKAK MILLS LTD. (The): Gokak Falls. S. M. c.: Age!; 
Forbes. Forbes, Campbell & Co., Ltd.; Forbes Bldg., Home :,; . 
Fort. Bombay: No. of Spindle" Mule 1326 (Waste), Ring 711 \, 
Bombay: No. of Spindle" Mule 1326 (Waste). Ring 74, ,',: 
2610 (Dblg), Total 77986. 

221. HYDERABAD (DECCAN) SPIN. & WEAV. CO .. LT'). 
Hyderabad, Deccan; Agent" R. Bhoomiah & V. Kristn:" 
Secund.rabad, Deccan; No. of Spindles: Ring 16680, T ... ,! 
16680; No. of Looms: 247. 

222. JAMSHRI RANJITSINGHJI SPINNING & WEAVING Mil ',5 
Co., LTD.; Sholapur: Agents: Lalji Naranji & Co.: Ewart Ho sc 
Tamarind Lane, Fort. Bombay; No. of Spindles: Mule 868. 

223. JAYA SHANKAR MILLS BARSI, LTD.; Barsi Town: Age b 

Zadbuke & Co.; Mill Premises. Barsi Town, Bombay; No 0/ 
Spindles: Ring 10556, Total 10556. 

224. LAKSHMI COTTON MILL MANUFACTURING CO" LTD 
Sholapur; Agent" The Bombay Co .. Ltd. 9. Wallace St'cd 
Bombay: No. of Spindle" Ring 45792, Total 45792; No. o! 
Looms: 944. 

225. LOKAMANYA MILLS, BARSI, LTD. (The): Barsi Town l[Jist 
Sholapur): Agents: D. V. Sulakhe, B.A .. for Sulakhe & Co., "Ii'! 
Premises, Barsi: No. of Spindles: Ring 8896, Total 8896. 

226. MAHABOOB SHAHI GULBARGA MILLS CO., LTD. 
Gulburga (Deccan): Agents: D. S. Lahoti: 1727, Gunj B.car 
Secunderabad. Deccan; No. of Spindles: Ring 28076, Total 2.' 'in. 
No. of Looms: 437. 

227. NARAYANDAS CHUNILAL SPINNING AND WEAV:i'<G 
MILLS; Gadag Dis., Dharwar: Mill Premises: No. of Sp" :ie5' 
Mule 1440, Ring 17600, Total 19040: No. of Loom" ,5[1. 

228. OSMANSHAI MILLS, LTD.: Naded Deccan, N. S Ry 
Agents: The Industrial Trust Fund (H. E. H. The l'''otU', 
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Govt.); 1920 Khairatabad Rd., Hyderabad; No. of Spindles: 
Ring 24708, Total 24708; No. of Looms: 429 (40 Ant.). 

;'9. NARSINGGIRJI MANUFACTURING CO., LTD.; Sholapur; 
Agents: Raja Bahadur Narsinggirji Gyangirji; Station Road. 
Sholapur; No. of Spindles: Ring 62718, Total 62718; No. of 
Looms: 1034. 

_ 30. SHOLAPUR SPINNING AND WEAVING CO., LTD.; Station 
Road, Sholapur; Sudama House, Wittet Road, Ballard Estate, 
Bombay; No. of Spindles: Mule 10772, Ring 100588, Total 
111360; No. of Looms: 2284. 

:31. SHREE MADAV SPG. & WEAVING MILLS, LTD.; 
Mandsaur, C. I.; Agents: L. Basdeo & Co.; Mandsaur, C. I. 

_ '2. SHRI GAJANAN WEAVING MILLS; Sudampuri, SangU 
(S.M.C.); Managing Proprietor: V. R. Velankar; Mill Premises; 
No. of Looms: 266 . 

. \3. VISHNU COTTON MILLS, LTD.; Sholapur; Agents: The 
Bombay Co., Ltd.; 9 Wallace Street, Fort, Bombay; No. of 
Spindles: Ring 49392, Total 49392; No. of Looms: 1417. 

BIHAR 

24. BIHAR COTTON MILLS, LTD.; Phulwari Sharif (Patna), 
Bihar; Agents: Kashinath & Co., Ltd.; P. O. Phulwari Sharif 
(Patna) Bihar; No. of Spindles: Total 7500; No. of Looms: 200. 

CENTRAL INDIA 

2. BINOD MILLS CO., LTD. (The); Ujjain (Gwalior State); 
Agents: Seth Binodiram Balchand; Ujjain; No. of Spindles: Ring 
35676, Total 35676; No. of Looms: 894. 

2j. DEEPCHAND MILLS (The) (owners The Binod Mills Co .. 
Ltd.; Ujjain (Gwalior State); Agents: Seth Binodiram Balchand; 
Ujjain; No. of Spindles: Ring 15108, Total 15108; No. of Looms: 
390. 

2] HIRA MILLS, LTD. (The); Ujjain (Gwalior State); Agents: 
Sir Sarupchandji Hukumchand; Mill Premises, Ujjain; No. of 
Spindles: Ring 25964, Total 25964; No. of Looms: 722. 

23' HUKUMCHAND MILLS, LTD.; Indore, Central India; Agents: 
Sarupchand Hukumchand & Co.; Indore, C.I.; No. of Spindles: 
Mule 848, Ring 40320, Total 41168; No. of Looms: 1165' 

4 
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239. INDORE MALWA UNITED MILLS. LTD.; Indore City. ( I 
Agent$: Govindram Seksaria; R. B. Motilai's Mansion, 2nd FI J: 

Bruce Street. Fort. Bombay; No. ot Spindles: Mule 2182. I· en, 
'18892. Total 5!O74; No. 01 Looms: 1 '126. 

2'10. jlYAjEERAO COTTON MILLS. LTD.; Gwalior State. 'J 
Managing Agents: Biela Bros.. Ltd.; 8 Royal Exchange "i 
Calcutta; No. at Spindles: Ring 35912. Total 35912; No. "{ 
Looms: 1050. 

2'11. KALYANMAL MILLS. LTD. (The); Indore. CL; Ag.l1: 
Tillockchand Kalyanmal & Co.; Mill Premises. Indore; N ( Dr 
Spindles: Ring 36412. Total 36412; No. 01 Looms: 10(i0. 

2'12. NANDLAL BHANDARI MILLS. LTD.; Indore. CI.; Ag ,/.. 
N. Bhandari & Sons; Mill Premises lndore; No. of Spin. !C~ 

Mule 548. Ring 28308. Total 28856; No. at Looms: 716. 

243. NAZERALLY MILLS (Thel; Ujjain. Gwalior State (C!, 
Man. Proprietor: K. S. S. LuqmanbhaL Nijatpura, Ujjain; 1\' ('1 
Spindles: Ring 20000. Total 20000; No. at Looms: 400. 

244. RAjKUMAR MILLS. LTD. (The); Indore. CL; Agents: Si: 

S. Hukumchand & Co.; Indore: No. 01 Spindles: Ring 1'725 
Total 19728; No. at Looms: 577. 

245. STATE MILLS. INDORE (Lessees-Pannalal N,-.!lai 
Bhandari & Co., Ltd.); Indore City. C.I.; Agent5: N. Bh; Ja!'l 

& Sons; State Mills Indore; No. at Spindles: Ring 17540. . otal 
175'10: No. at Looms: 512. 

BENGAL 

246. ACHARYA PROFULLA CHANDRA COTTON MILLS. ,TD 
Khuina (Bengal): Agents: Bengal Workers Association Ltd 
Khulna Bengal: under construction. 

247. BANGA SRI COTTON MILLS. LTD.; Sodepore. E. f' Ry 
Owners. Agents oc.: Shaha Choudhuri & Co .. Ltd.: 137. (nnin.: 
Street, Calcutta: No. of Spi"dles: Ring 12000. Total' ,lXY 

No. 01 Looms: 300. 

248. BANGESWARI COTTON MILLS. LTD.: Serampon PO 
District Hooghly. Bengal; Managing Director: Dr. 1\ La\\ 

63, Radha Bazar St., Calcutta: under construction: : J. ,: 

Looms: 216. 
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2·r-J. BANGODAYA COTTON MILLS, LTD.; Panihati (2-4 
Parganas) Rly. Station. Sodepore (E. B. Rly.); Managing 
Agent" Jhumermull Vadilal & Co., 16, Noormull Lohra Lane, 
Caleutta; No. of Looms: 256. 

250. BASANTI COTTON MILLS, LTD.; Panihati, 21 Parganas, 
Bengal; Agents: Calcutta Agency, Ltd.; 3, Lyons Range, Calcutta; 
No. of Spindles: Ring 8000, Total 8000; No. of Looms: 200. 

251. BENGAL BELTING WORKS, LTD.; Bose Para Lane, Mahesh, 
P. O. Serampore, Dist. Hooghly; Agents: 11, Clive Street, 
Calcutta; No. of Looms: 35. 

BENGAL LUXMI COTTON MILLS, LTD.; Serampore Bengal; 
Agents: Bengal Textile Agency, Ltd.; 28 Pollock Street, Calcutta; 
No. of Spindles: Ring 35652, Total 35652; No. of Looms: 721. 

1<' BHARAT ABHUDAY COTTON MILLS, LTD.-No.1: 
Ghusery Rd., Howrah, Bengal; No. of Spindles: Mule 15456, 
Ring 32016, Total 47172; No. of Looms: 107. 

2510. BHARAT ABHUDAY COTTON MILLS, LTD.-No.2: 
Ghusery Rd., Howrah, Bengal; Agents: S. P. K. Prasad; 31, 
Burtolla Street, Calcutta. 

25'1. BOWREAH COTTON MILLS CO., LTD.; Bowreah, P. O. 
Bauria, B. N. Ry., Dist. Howrah: Agents: Kettlewell, Bullen & 
Co., Ltd.; 21, Strand Road Calcutta; No. of Spindles: Ring 
37116 (throstle), Total 37116; No. of Looms: 835. 

255. CHITTAGONG DESHAPRIYA JATINDRA MOHAN 
COTTON MILLS, LTD.; Pabartali, P. O. Pathantooli, Chitta
gong; P. K. Saha (Managing Director), No. of Spindles: Ring 
10000, Total 10000; No. of Looms: 200. 

256 CHITTARANJAN COTTON MILLS, LTD.; Godenail, 
Narayanganj; Agents: Keshavlal Industrial Syndicate, Ltd.; 
11[15, Patuatuly Street, Dacca; under construction. 

257 DHAKESWARI COTTON MILLS, LTD.; Dhamgarh, Narayan
ganj. Dacca; Managing Directors: A. B. Guha, S. K. Basu, R. M. 
Basak; 6, Ananda Chandra, Roy Street, Dacca; No. of Spindles: 
Mule 29371 Total 29371; No. of Looms: 731. 

258. :)UNBAR MILLS, L TO.; Shamnagar, P. O. Garulia, Dist. 
21, Parganas: Agents: Kettlewell Bullen & Co., Ltd.; 21 Strand 
Road, Calcutta; No. of Spindles: Ring 11010 (throstle), Total 
41010; No. of Looms: 518. 
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259. HOOGHL Y COTTON MILLS CO.; Serampore. E.I.R.; M. n 

Proprietor: A. K. Sen, A.R.T.C. (Sal.); Rishra E.I.R. Di , . 
Hooghly, Bengal; under construction. 

260. KESORAM COTTON MILLS, LTD.; 42 Garden Reach Ro d. 
Calcutta; Agent" Birla Brothers, Ltd.; 8, Royal Exchange Ph. ,. 
Calcutta; No. of Spindle" Mule 1440, Ring 46528. Total "179 ' 
No. of Looms: 1737. 

261. LUXMI NARAYAN COTTON MILLS. LTD.; Goden>e 
Narayanganj, Dacca; Agents: Dacca National Agency, L 1 
Dacca. Bengal; No. of Looms: 222. 

262. MAHALAXMI COTTON MILLS. LTD.; Palta District, P. ) 
lchapur-Nawabganj, 24 Perganas. Bengal; Agents: H. Dattc' [. 
Sons; 11. Clive Street, Calcutla; No. of Looms: 154. 

263. MOHINI MILLS, LTD.; Kushtia Bazar (Nadia); Mang. Age:s 
Chakravarti Sons & Co.; P. O. Kushlia Bazar (Nadia); No .• { 
Spindles: Ring 18504. Total 18504; No. of Looms: 557. 

2M. NEW RING MILLS CO., LTD.; Fuleswar, P. O. Ululx a. 
Disl. Howrah; Agents: Kettlewell, Bullen [, Co .. Ltd.; 21 Str1d 
Road. Calculta; No. of Spindles: Ring 23904 (throstle). T. al 
23904. 

265. RAMPOORIA COTTON MILLS [, CO.; Mahesh, Seramp :c 
Proprietor: Hazareemull Heeralall; 148, Cotton Street, CaIet! La: 

No. of Looms: 750. 

266. SHREE RADHA KRISHNA COTTON MILLS. LTD.-N, 1 
122. Old Ghusery Road, Ghusery Howrah; Man. Ag' :, 
Sadhuram Tularam Head Office: 29, Banstolla SI .. CaIc. a: 
No. of Spindles: Ring 23232, Total 23232. 

267. SHREE RADHA KRISHNA COTTON MILLS, LTD.-N 2: 
117, Girish Ghosh Lane, Belur. Howrah; Man. Agents: Sadh, lm 

Tularam: 122, Old Ghusery Rd .. Ghusery, Howrah; No o{ 
Spindles: Ring 18372, Total 18372; No. of Looms: 467. 

268. SREE NATH MILLS; 10. Chitpur Bridge Approach, Bagb: ar 
Calculta; Agents: S. K. Das; 10. Sree Nath Das Lane, Bowb:ar. 
Calcutta; No. of Looms: 16. 

269. SRI DURGA COTTON SPINNING & WEAVING Mr~S. 
LTD.; Konnagor. E. I. Ry.; Agents: Barendra Krishna :pa 
Samity, Ltd.; 1412. Old China Bazar St.. Calcutta. U,jer 
construction. 
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2;J. VICTORIA COTTON MILLS LTD.; 22. Karunapukur Lane. 
Ghusery. Salkea. Howrah. Bengal; Managing Agent" Shaw 
Wallace & Co.; 4 Bankshall Street. Calcutta; No. of Spindles: 
Ring 11920. Total 11920. 

PUNJAB 

n. BANKTESHWAR COTTON MILLS; Grand Trunk Road. 
Amritsar; Agents: S. Jhabulall Sribiwash; Katra Ahloowala. 
Amrltsar; No. of Spindles: Mule 13552. Ring 8200. Total 21752; 
No. of Looms: 252. 

n. BIRLA COTTON SPINNING & WEAVING MILLS. LTD.; 
Subzi Mundi. Delhi; Agents: Birla Bros .. Ltd .. Calcutta; 8 Royal 
Exchange Place. Calcutta; No. of Spindles: Ring 20920. Total 
20920; No. of Looms: 494. 

2, J. DELHI CLOTH AND GENERAL MILLS CO., LTD.; Rohtak 
Road, Delhi; Agents: Madan Mohanlal Shankar Lall; Mill 
Premises. Delhi; No. of Spindles: Mule 4392. Ring 60984, Total 
65376; No. of Looms: 1763. 

,- . 
'- _ 1. 

r :. 

27 

GOVERNMENT WEAVING FACTORY; Shahdara, Near 
Lahore; Agents: Punjab Government Commercial Concern; 
Shahdara, Near Lahore; No. of Looms: 110. 

GURU RAMDAS COTTON SPINNING & WEAVING 
MILLS. LTD.; Near Chh.arta Station, Amritsar; Proprietors: 
jowahar Singh Sunder Singh Babbar; Guru Ram Das Mills, Post 
Office, Arnritsar; No. of Spindles: Mule 10000 Ring 10000, Total 
20000; No. of Looms: 200. 

LAKHMI CHAND jEIPORIA SPINNNG AND WEAVING 
MILLS; Subzirnundi, Delhi; Proprietor: S. Lakhmi Chand Ram 
Cowar jeiporia; Subzirnundi, Delhi; No. of Spindles: Ring 5i72, 
Ring 5984 Total 11456; No. of Looms: 235. 

27 L YALLPUR COTTON MILLS; Lyallpur; Proprietors: The Delhi 
Cloth & General Mills, Co .. Ltd.; Mill Premises; No. of Spindles: 
Ring 20000, Total 20000; No. of Looms: 500. 

27, MELARAM COTTON MILLS; 5, Melaram Road, Lahore; 
Owners: Hon. R. B. Ram, Saran Das, C. L E., M. C. S.; 5 
Melaram Road, Lahore; No. of Spindles: Mule 5200, Ring 9476, 
Total 14676; No. of Looms: li6. 

27S MORADABAD SPING. & WEAVING MILLS CO .. LTD .. 
Kundanpore Moradabad; Secretary: H. D. Guatam; Kundanpore, 
Moradabad; No. of Spindles: Mule 10080, Total 10080, 
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280. PUNJAB TEXTILE MILLS; Ravi Road. Lahore; Agents: Nara.1 
Das Ram Lal; Ravi Road. Lahore; No. of Looms: 12. 

281. SHRI BANKTESHWAR COT. SP. [, WVG. MILLS; Bhiwaoi 
Punjab; Lease Holders: Shriram Sardannal; Bhiwani; No. 'i 
Spindles: Mule 3648. Ring 10736. Total 14384; No. of Loon .. 
287. 

UNITED PROVINCES 

282. ATHERTON MILLS; Anwargunj. Cawnpore; Agents: Athert". 
West & Co .. Ltd.; P. O. Box No. 67. Cawnpore; No. "I 
Spindles: Ring 31512. Total 31512; No. of Looms: 684. 

283. BEN ARES COTTON [, SILK MILLS. LTD.; Chowkaglt 
Benares, Cantt.; Agents: SUal Prasad Kharag Prasad; Chow: [
ghat. Benares Cal1tt.; No. of Spindles: Mule 2720. Ring 22[' I 
Total 24784; No. of Looms: 485. 

284. BIJL! MILLS (David Mills Co .• Ltd. Branch); Hathras ('Y 

U. P.; Agenls: E. D. Sassoon & Co .. Ltd.; Dougall Road. Bal!ed 
Estate. Fort. Bombay; No. of Spindles: Ring 12780. Total 12'; ") 

285. CA WNPORE COTTON MILLS CO.; Couperganj [, "hi 
Cawnpore; Owners: British India Corporation. Ltd.; Couperg .nj 
Cawnpore; No. of Spindles: Mule 47124. Ring 22352. 1 tal 
69476; No. of Looms: 966. 

286. CAWNPORE TEXTILES. LTD.; Couperganj & Juhl Cawnp.r" 
Managing Agents: Begg. Sutherland [, Co.. Ltd.; Caw"! fe; 

No. of Spindles: Mule 15840. Ring H080. Total 29920; N,o 0/ 
Looms: 310. 

287. ELGIN MILLS CO .. LTD.; Civil Lines. Cawnpore; Agentso) 99 
Sutherland [, Co .. Ltd.; Cawnpore; No. of Spindles: Mule 3'. '(lO. 
Ring 27000. Total 57000; No. of Looms: 1250. 

288. JOHNS' CORONATION SPINNING MILL; Raighat. ,gra 
Proprietors: Major A. U. John and George A. John. Jewni ~.ndi. 
Head Office; 49. Cantonments Agra; No. of Spindles: lulc 
10752. Total 10752. 

289. JOHNS' PRINCESS OF WALES SPINNING MILL; R ,hat 
Agra; Proprietorso Major A. U. John and George A. John: . wni 

Mandt Head office; 49. Cantonments. Agra; No. of SI" J/esc 
Mule 24216. Total 24216. 
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,qQ. JOHNS' SPINNING MILL; Rajghat. Agra; Proprietors: Major 
A. U. Jobo and George A. Jobo; lewni Mandl. Head Olliee: 
19. Cantonment Agra; No. of Spindle" Mule 16392. Total 
16392. 

,91. JUGGILAL KAMLAPAT COTTON MANUFACTURERS. 
LTD.; Cawnpore; Darshan Purva Kalpi Road. Cawnpore. P. O. 
Box 15; No. of Spindles: Ring 10800. Total 10800. 

:'12. IUGGILAL KAMLAPAT COTTON SPINNING & WEAV
ING MILLS CO .. LTD.: Anwarganj. Cawnpore: Agents: Juggi
Ial Kamlapat. Cawnpore; Kamla Tower. Cawnpore; No. of 
Spindles: Ring 11961. Total H961; No. of Looms: 1065. 

:"3. LALLAMAL HERDEODASS COTTON SPG. MILL CO.; 
Sadabad Gate. Hathras City; Agents: Lala Bankey Lal. 
(Managing Proprietor): Sadabad Gate. Hathras City; No. of 
Spindles: Mule 13176. Ring 7224. Total 20100· 

,;1. MUIR MILLS CO .. LTD.; Cawnpore; P.B. 33. Cawnpore; 
No. of Spindles: Mule 35160. Ring 53692. Total 8885'2: No. of 
Looms: 1624. 

2 5 MUNNA LAL SPINNING & WEAVING MILLS; Saehendi. 
Cawnpore; Proprietor: R. N. Garg; Cawnpore: Mill in course 
of erection. 

2(;: NARAYAN COTTON MILLS: Bansmandl. Cawnpore: Proprie
tors: H. Bevis & Co.; Bansmandi. Cawnpore; No. of Spindles: 
Ring \0500. Total 10500. 

2(.· NEW RAMCHANO COTTON MILL CO.: Hathras (Aligarh) 
District U.P.; Agents: Harcharandas. Purushottamdas; Mursan 
Gate. Hathras; No. of Spindle" Mule 11071. Ring 98-18. Total 
20922; No. of Looms: liS. 

29, NEW VICTORIA MILLS CO .. L TO.; Cawnpore; Managing 
Directors: E. W. Cave; P.O. Box 16. Cawnpore; No. of Spindles: 
Mule 32487. Ring 55976. Total 88163; No. of Looms: 1615· 

29\' PREM. SPG. & WVG. MILLS CO .. LTD. (The); Ujhani (Dist. 
Budaun) United Prov.; Agents: Messrs. Kirparam Brijlal: Ujhani 
(Dist. Budaun). U.P.; No. of Spindles: Ring 18336. Total 18336. 

](X, R. G. COTTON MILLS CO.. L TO.; Talkatora. Lucknow; 
Agent: Mr. Ranjitsingh. M.A.. LL.B. (Managing Director); 
Talkatora. Lucknow; No. of Spindles: Mule 420. Ring 17781. 
Total 18204; No. of Looms: 250. __ 
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301. SETH SEWARAMJI MANNULAL COTTON SPINNING (' 
WEA VING MILLS CO.; Natwa, Mirzapur; Mirzapur, U.I 
No, of Looms: 150, 

302. SHRI RADHA KRISHNA MILLS; Kote Ghat, Mirzapur; Agee, 
Kumar Weaving Concern; 79. Manchar Das St. Calcut J: 

No. of Looms: 102. 

303. SWADESHI COTTON MILLS CO., LTD,; Jubi, Cawnpc c 
Managing Director: H. Horsman; I P.O., Box 19). Cawnpl ..:. 
No. of Spindles: Ring 70000, Total 70000; No. of Looms: 9 0 

MADRAS PRESIDENCY 

304. ANDHRA COTTON MILLS (The); Kistna Canal S'n 
(TaddepaIli), Guntur Dist.; Agents: R. Laxminivas & (J.; 

139, Oxford Street, Padma Vilas,Secunderabad; No. of Lac ,t>. 

290. 

305. BUCKINGHAM & CARNATIC CO .. LTD. (BUCKINGH'-.~I 
MILL) (The); Perambore Barracks, Madras; Managing Ag,. '/5 

Binny & Co. (Madras), Ld.; 7, Armenian Street, Madras; N,. O{ 

Spindles: Ring 15816, Total 15816; No. of Looms: liOO. 

306. BUCKINGHAM & CARNATIC CO., LTD. (CARNA .Ie 
MILL) (The); Perambore Barracks, Madras; Agents: BiD! : [, 
Co. (Madras), Ltd.; 7, Armenian Street, Madras; No of 
Spindles: Ring 1820i, Total 1820i; No. ot Looms: 1317. 

307. CAMBODIA MILLS, LTD. (The); Ondiputhur, Coimbc.orc 
Dist.; Agents: Peirce, Leslie & Co., Ltd.; Race C ':se. 

Coimbatore; No. ot Spindles: Ring 16752, Total 16752, 

908. COIMBATORE COTTON MILLS, LTD., (The); Sing" " "-,.lU( 

Coimbatore Dist,; Agents: R. B. Naidu & Co.; Singa . .:ill: 

Coimbatore Dis.; No. of Spindles: Ring 108M, Total ~ 564 

309. COIMBATORE KAMALA MILLS, LTD.; Uppilipa,'ollO 
Singanalore, Coimbatore Dist.; Agents: R. V. Lakshmaiah . dide 
& Co.. Uppilipalayam. Singanalore Post, Coimbatore Jist 
No. ot Spindles: Total 5000; Under construction. 

';10. COIMBATORE SPINNING & WEAVING CO., LTD. Milt 
Road, Coimbatore; Agents Man. Director: The Coimbato; Milb 

Agency, Ltd .. C V, V, Aiyangar, B.A., B.L .. F,R.S.A.; PaJ jro', 

Road, Coimbatore; No, o{ Spindles: Ring -15808, Total 58Q~ 
No. at Looms: 202, 



APPENDIX I xxxiii 

31 1. COMMONWEALTH WEAVING FACTORY; Cannanore, 
Malabar, South India; General Manager in India. F. Ferrelly; 
The Commonwealth Trust, Ltd. Calicut. Malabar, South India; 
No. of Looms: 298. 

312. DHANALAKSHMI MILLS. LTD.; Uttukuli Road, Tirupur; 
Agents: N. Nanjappa Chettiar & Sons; Tirupur; No. of Spindles: 
Ring 20900. Total 20900; No. of Looms: 126. 

3;3 GHATALAH ELECTRIC WEAVING FACTORY, Bangalor< 
City; Proprietor: Dr. M. H. P. Ghatalah; Bangalore City; No. of 
Looms: 12. 

314. JANARDANA MILLS. LTD.; Uppilipalayam, Singanallur Post. 
Dist. Coimbatore; Agents: G. V. Naidu & Co.; Mill Premises;. 
No. of Spindles: Ring 11200, Total 11200. 

315. KALEESWARAR MILLS. LTD.; Anupperpalaiyan Coimbatore; 
Agent, P. S. Sathappa Chettiar; Coimbatore; No. of Spindles: 
Ring 25968; No. of Looms: 294. 

3i5. LAKSHMI MILLS CO., LTD.; Pappanaickenpalayam. Coimba
tore Dist.; Agents: G. Kuppuswany Naidu & Co.; Mill Premises. 
Avanashi Road; No. of Spindles: Ring 18400. Total 18400: 

317 LOYAL MILLS. LTD.: Kovilpatti, Tinnevelly Dist.. South India; 
Agents: E. D. Sassoon & Co.. Ltd.; Dougall Road. Ballard 
Estate. Fort. Bombay; No. of Spindles: Ring 24242. Total 24242; 
No. of Looms: 224. 

31, MADURA MILLS CO .. LTD.; Ambasamudram; Ambasamudram; 
No. of Spindles: Ring 135404. Total 135404. 

31 c MADURA MILLS CO.. LTD.; Madura; Madura; No. of 
Spindles: Mule 1152. Ring 266988. Total 268140; 

J2( MADURA MILLS CO .. LTD.; Tuticorin ;Tuticorin; No. o! 
Spindles: Ring 66684. Total 66681. 

321. MADRAS UNITED SPIN. & WEAV. MILLS CO. LTD.; De 
Mellows Road. Choolai. Madras. Madras: P.O. Box 527. Park 
Town; Agents; Karsandas. Mooljee. Jaitha; Ewart House, 3. 
Tamarind Lane. Fort. Bombay; No. of Spindles: Ring 40164. 
Total 40164; No. of Looms: 774. 

322. MAHALAKSHMI TEXTILE MILLS. LTD.: Pasurnalai P. O. 
Madura; Agents, S. S. N. 1. Chettiar & Co.; Pasurnalai P.O., 
Madura; No. of Spindles: Ring 7010. Total 7010. 

5 



~xxiv APPENDIX I 

323. MALABAR SPINNING AND WEAVING CO .. LTD.; KaL". 
Malabar DisC; Secretaries. Treasurers and Agents: A. L. A. R. \. 
& P. S. S. Chetliar and A. K T. K. M. N. Namboodripad; KaLn. 
Malabar; No. 0/ Spindlesc Ring 18116, Total 18116. 

324. PALANI ANDAVAR MILLS, LTD.; Udamalpet, Age"" 
Baghyalakshmi & Co.; No. 0/ Spindles, Ring 12000, Tolal 12l" 

325. PANKAJALA MILLS, LTD.; Puliakulam, Coimbatore, So",', 
India; Agentsc D. B. C. S. R Mudaliar & Sons; Mill Premi~". 
Coimbatore; No. of Spindlesc Ring 16800, Total 16800. 

326. RADHAKRISHNA MILLS, LTD.; Pee1amedu, Coimbat,,, 
Taluk; I\Janaging Agents and Bankers.' A. G. Gurusamy N,.:ciu 
& Co.; Peelamedu, Coimbatore; No. of Spindlesc Ring 25"l" 
Total 25560. 

327. RAjALAKSHMI MILLS, LTD.; Uppilipalayam, Singanallur h;!. 

Coimbatore Dist.; Agentsc B. Rangaswamy Naidu & Co.; c, h;1 
Premises; No. of Spindlesc Ring 17072, Total 17072. 

328. SITARAM SPINNING & WEAVING MILLS, LTD.; Pusb, 
girL Trichur. Cochin State; Agents: T. R. Anantharama Iy,: [
Bros .. Ltd.; Pushpagiri, Tric:hur, Cochin State; No. of Spinl:'r" 

Ring 13460, Total 13460; No. of Loomsc 362. 

329. SREE MEENAKSHI MILLS LTD.; Tirupparamkunram R'ad. 
Madura; Agents: T. Chetty & Co.; Tirupparamkunram Rd 
Madura; No. of Spindles, Ring 25600, Total 25600. 

330. SREE RAMACH.'I.NDRA SPG. & WEAVING MU 
Pandalapaka, East Godavari; Agentsc K Bhamireddi (. D 
Subbireddi; Pandalapaka. East Godavari District; Nt' (',' 
Spindlesc Ring 70'14, Total 7044, 

331. SREE SURYANARAYANA SPG. & WVG, MILLS (Rdg.i 

Pandalapaka, East Godavary Dist.; Pandalapaka East God ;·.ar) 
Dist.; No. of Spindles, Ring 6176, Total 6176. 

332. SRI RAMALINGA CHOODAMBIKA MILLS, LTD.; Tirt;Jpur. 
Coimbatore Dist.; Agentsc S. Kulli Chetti & Bros.; Uttukuli ,':oad 
Tiruppur; No. of Spindles, Ring 10976. Total 10976. 

333. SRI RANGA VILAS GIN. SPG. & WEA V. MILLS. c TD 
Peelamedu. Coimbatore; Managing Agents and Bankers: P S. G 
Naidu & Sons; Pee1amedu, Coimbatore; No. of Spindle.s. \t!ule 
468, Ring 25112, Total 25580. 
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331. SRI SARADA MILLS, LTD.; Pocianur, Coimbatore Dist., 
Agent" V. S. Sengottaiah & Bos.; No. of Spindles: Ring 6000; 
Total 6000; No. of Looms: 120. 

-35. SRI VENKATESA MILLS, LTD. (The): Udumalpet, Coimba
tore Dist.: Agents: G. V. Govindaswami Naidu & Co.; Mill 
Premises. 

336. VASANTA MILLS, LTD.: Singanallur, Coimbatore; Agentse 
R. K. ShanmuKham Chetty & Bas.; Singanallur, Coimbatore; 
No. of Spindles: Ring 154M, Total 154M; No. of Looms: 270. 

TRAVANCORE 

m. AMRATLAL DAMODERDAS COTTON MILLS (The): 
Quilon: Agents: Girdharlal Amratlal Ltd.: Quilon (S. I. Railway); 
No. of Spindles: Ring, 12000, Total 12000; No. of Looms: 300. 

MYSORE 

:18. ALPHA YESVANTPUR SILK & COTTON MILLS: Chickpet. 
Bangalore City; Agents: N. Callianjee, A. H. Munshi & Co.', 
Yesvantapur, Bangalore: No. of Looms: 128. 

339. BAN GALORE WOOLLEN COT. & SILK MILLS CO., LTD, 
Bangalore City; Agents: Binny & Co. (Madras), Ltd.; No.1 
Agraram Road, Bangalore City: No. of Spindles: Ring 11271. 
Total 11271: No. of Looms: 1000. 

3",1. KAISER-I-HIND WOOLLEN, COT. & SILK MILLS, LTD. 
Hebbal. Bangalore; Agents: Pioneer Industrials, Limited: Hebbal 
Post, Bangalore: No. of Spindles: Mule 3275, Total 3275: 
No. of Looms: 103. 

34'. MINERVA MILLS LTD.; Magadi Road, Bangalore City: Agents: 
N. Sirur & Co.; Temple Bar Buildings, 70, Forbes St., Fort, 
Bombay; No. of Spindles: Ring 32816, Total 32816: No. of 
Looms." 4'10. 

31.' MYSORE SPINNING & MANUFACTURING CO .. LTD: 
V('nkatranga Iyengar Road, ~vlalleswaram. Banga!ore; Agents: 
N. Sirur & Co.; 70, Forbes St.. Fort Bombay; No. of Spindles: 
Ring 18381, Total 48381; No. of Looms: 500. 

313 SRI KRISHNARAjENDRA MILLS, LTD.; Bangalore Road, 
Mysore; Agents: N. Sirur & Co.; 70, Forbes St., Fort, Bombay: 
No. of Spindles: Ring 25200, Total 25200. 
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PONDICHERRY 

344. ANGLO-FRENCH TEXTILE CO., LTD., RODIER MILL, 
Pondicherry. South India; Agents & Manager" Best & Co .. Ltc;.. 
Post Box 63. Madras; No. of Spindle&: Ring 42944. Total 429':;, 
No. of Looml<' R83. 

345. ETABLISSEMENT TEXTILE DE M0DELIARPETH. S;I. 
Pondicherry, South India; Pondicherry; No. of Spindles: Rio, 
18900. Total 18900: No. of Looms: 2\0. 

346. SA VANA MILL; Pondicherry. South India; Pondicherry: No. 01 
Spindles: Ring 21000; Total 21000; No. of Looms: 647. 

CEYLON 

3'17. CEYLON SPINNING & WEAVING CO., LTD. (ne) 
Havelocq Road, Wellawatte. Colombo; 54. Esplanade Ro"d. 
Fort. Bombay: No. of Spindles: Mule 168: Ring 19376: T ctal 
198H: No. of Looms: 552. 
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ASEA ELEC1"RIC LD 
FOR 

I COMPLETE POWER STATION EQUIPMENTS, 
I TURBO-GENERATORS, 

HYDRO-ELECJRIC PLANTS, 
GENERATORS, ALTERNATORS & TRANSFORMERS, 
ROT ARY CONVERTERS AND SPECIAL MACHINES, 
ELECTRIC LOCOMOTIVES, 
HIGH AND LOW TENSION SWITCHGEAR, 
RELAY PROTECTION APPARATUS, 
STANDARD MOTORS AND CONTROL GEAR, 
SYNCHRONOUS AND AUTO-SYNCHRONOUS MOTORS, 
VARIABLE SPEED POLYPHASE MOTORS. 
CONDENSERS FOR POWER FACTOR IMPROVEMENT, 
ELECTRIC TEA DRYING APPARATUS, 
PROPELLER FANS AND HUMIDIFICATION PLANTS 

AND 
SELF-CONTAINED PRECISION GEARS. 

SPECIALISTS IN THE COMPLETE ELECTRIFICA

TION OF TEXTILE MILLS AND ADVISERS TO THE 

TEXTILE INDUSTRY ON ELECTRICAL MATTERS. 

·\SEA PLANT IS INSTALLED IN NEARLY 150 

COTTON· MILLS IN INDIA. 

P. O. Box No_ 941, 

BOMBA Y. 
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Universal Fire & General 
INSURANCE COMPANY, LIMITED. 

Chairman: 

Dewan Bahadur K. M. Jhaveri, MA. LL.B. J.P. 

Head Office : 

UNIVERSAL BUILDING, FORT. BOMBAY 

One of the leading composite offices of India 

transacting Life. Fire, Motor, Marine, Native 

Craft. Burglary, Consequential Loss, Workmen's 

Compensation Insurances. 

Universal Life Policies comprise the generous 

features in modern life contracts and a Universal 

Life Agency is a highly= promising proposition, 

Further particulars from: 

M. KANJI & CO, 

Managing Agents. 

Calcutta Address, 

The Universal Fire & Gen. In see. Co. Ltd. 
Commercial House, 135. Canning Street, 

CALCUTTA. 

Lahore Address: 

The Universal Fire & Gen. lnsee. Co. Ltd. 
Charing Cross Lane, Attersingh Building 

The Mall, LAHORE. 
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HUKUMCHAND 

Electric Steel Co., Ltd. 

Manufacturers of 

STEEL CASTINGS 
from 

Electrically Melted Steel, British 

Standard Specification Guaranteed. 

Specialists in Material for Railway 

Rolling Stock. 

Managing Agents: 

Sir Sarupchand Hukumchaod & Co. 
30, Clive Street, Calcutta 

Works: 

8, Swinhoe Street, Ballygunj 
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DEMAG BLOCKS 

nl' hy the following agencies: 

The new improved 
Model "K" of our 
w 0 r 1 d-re now ned 
electric blocks, which 
have already been 
supplied in thousands. 
Carrying capacity 
from 5 cwrs. to 9 
tons. Designed as 
stationary or port
able, with patented 
creeping speed also 
as crab with driver's 

seat attached. 

Illustrated Prospectus 
will be sent on applica
tion by Dcmag 
Ak ti en ge se II s (' haft, 
Duisburg (Germany), 

P'irish India: A. Luebke Ltd., Consulting Engineers, P. O. Box 
:-'-0.52. Address: 54, Stephen House, Dalhousie Square (Eastl. 
C lleutta. 
fl',tell Indies: N. V. Techn. Bureau v/h Kaumanns, Bragawej! 75, 
I:, :Hloeng. 

T) ',' Philippines: Philippine Engineering Co., 109, Plaza St. Cruz, 
:If ~lila. 

S : lit:;: Settlements: M. V. Straits Java Trading Co., Singapore 
P. ). Box 609. 
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Kesoram Cotton Mills, 
LIMITED 

USE KESORAM CLOTH 
AND 

Promote development of indigenous 
conceJ'"ns. 

• Mill managed, controlled and 
financed only by Indians. 

Excellent designs of Cloth 

AT MODERATE PRICES. 

Managing Agents: 

BI RLA BROS. L TO. 
8, Royal Exchange Place, 

CALCUTTA. 

I 

• 



TI " INDIAN COTTON TEXTILE INDUSTRY-J937 ANNUAL 

• 

auY BENGAL AND RANEEGUNJ-FIELD COAL 
AND 

Economise your Costs 
APPLY, 

~HAS JHERIA COLLIERY CO., 1933 LTD. 
P. O. JHERIA, E. I. RAILWAY. 

For the following collieries: 
JHERIA COAL FIELD. 

(I) Central Kirkend Colliery (Kripashank€:r 
(15 Seam). D. Worah, Jheria) 

(2) East Balliary Colliery. 
(lG Seam). 

(3) East Bhalgora Colliery Co., Ltd. 
(12 & U Seam). 

(4) Sendra Bansjora Colliery Co., Ltd. 
(12 & 13 Seam). 

(5) Khas Jheria Colliery Co., 19:J:l Ltd. 
(First Grade Coal). 

(6) East J{has Jheria Colliery Co., Ltd. 
(12 Seam Coal). 

(7) Selected .Jheria Colliery. 

(8) East Bhuggatdih Colliery Co., Ltd. 
(12 Seam Coal). 

(9) East Ena Colliery Co., Ltd. 
(1~ Seam Coal). 

RANEEGUNJ COAL FIELD. 
(I) Sitalpur Colliery Co., Ltd. 

(Jambad Seam). 
Selected Grade Coal. 

(2) Jambad Kajora Colliery Co., Ltd. 
(First Grade Coal). 

All the above coals are consumed by Rail ways every 
~'ear in large quantity and several Cotton mills arc also 
'mder contract with us. 

• • 
--• ~ .. 
~ .. • .. .. 
" • .. • .. 
• .. 
• • .. .. 

• • • • • • • • .. .. 
" " I 

I 
-.._==========--" 
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DUNLOP 
WHEEL EQUIPMENT 
FOR BARROWS TROLLEYS HANDCART~ 

This Equipment is specially 
designed for its work. and 
since it:; introduction a few 
veal"f' ago, has ful1y demon
strated its many adY;lI.lta~es 
hoth for garden and 1Ildu~
trial work. A Compr€'hen-
sive . range of" siz~:;. com- . 
rnenclIlg from 6 '< l' IS now avallahle, ('aeh 
embodying a number of illlp.r0yc~nents: 'The 
tread rubber of the tyres IS aCld-reslstmg. 
Yarious types of wheels and other fittings 
are available for supply with the tyres." 

DUNLOP RUBBER CO., (INDIA) LTD 

Calcutta, 
Delhi, 

Eombay, 
)la<l1'a5, 

Lahor~-\ 

Karachi, 
Colombo, 
Rangoon. 

BeT 
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• 

For Textile Machinery Lubrication 
(including Cotton Ginning: Main Mill power 
Engines: General Cotton Preparing Machinery: 
Ring Spindles: Looms: Shafting, &c.) 

Consult 

SilvertowniLubricants (India) Ltd. 
~ 

Agents: KILLlCK NIXON & CO . 

HOlDe Street, Bombay 

\Ve specialize in the lubrication of Cotton Mills 
"ad are in a position to give helpful advice for 
the complete lubrication of your plant. showing 
how reduced temperatures may be effected and 

smaller consumption figures obtained. 

• 

• • • • • • • .. 
• • • 
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Why Goodyear Belts 
Reduce Operating Costs 
Goodyear Translllis~ion Relting is 
the result of years of experience in 
meeting the demands of industry
etfu;iently and ,economicaliy. 

trial requirement. 
Not only is Goodyear I;t'hin:.: 
correctly designed, but it is cn,'!'l'et;y 
specified to your operation. 

There is a Goodyear Belt for every 
field of application-each ideally 
suited to the service 

Proper design and app! il'ati,lIl 
explain why Goodyear Tl'a:l:'lI1i~~ 

sion Belts---:111< 
Goodyear Air H()~ ... 
Packing and <llhl':' 
mechanical r 11 b ("'1' 
goods as w,'il -af'
famous for ]01::':, 
trouble-free, I, .\\"-('",: 
service. 'Vh" dn:]"! 

for which it is ,..----------......, 
designc(l. For Good· 
year know~ that 
different types of 
drives requi'rc differ
ent t.YP('~ of belts for 
best results, and has 
designed special belt
ing for every indus-

ONE OF THESE GOOD" 
YEAR TRANSMISSION 

BELTS WILL SAVE 
YOUR MONEY 

Thor B(>II, St'aml .. "" 
Compass Cord Endless Belt 
Emerald Onrd V Belts 

~~~il'il1!~~~rB~I:lt you investigat'· tl1('::: 
to-day'? 

TRANSMISSION BELTING 
Made by the Makers of Goodyear Tyres 

The Goodyear Tyre & Rubber Co., (India) Ltd. 
Head Office for INDIA-CALCUTTA 
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THE QUILON BANK 
LIMITED 

(Incorporated in Travancore 1919) 

Authorised and Subscribed Capital 

Paid up Capital and Reserve. 

Total Resources Exceed 

Rs. 

" 
" 

25,00,000 

13,00,000 

1,19,00,000 

Deposits under Current, Savings. Fixed and Cash 

Certificates are accepted. 

Loan & Cash Credits are allowed On approved 

seCUrities. 

General Banking Business of every description 

undertaken. 

For Rules of Business please apply 10 

Head Office: QUILON 

ALLEPPEY 

ALWAYE 

BAXGALORE CANTT. 

BAXGALORE CITY 

CUIRA YINKII. 

COCHIX 

COl~IBATORE 

COONOOR 
ERNAKULA:o.l 

ERODE 

Or 

Branches at 

JAFI-'NA 

KANDY 
KARAIKUDI 

KA Y A)[KULA)I 

KATTAYAU 

)IADRAS 

l\L-\.DURA 

~Iomn ROAD 
JIYSORE 

NAGERCOII. 

ROYAPETT AH C\lADRAS) 
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Extract from the Fore1t'ord b,v

Shriyut Subhas Chandra Dose, 
President, Indian National Congress. 

"It is no exaggeration to say that Mr. :\1. P. Gandhi's hook on t.he 
I, 'ian Cotton Textile Industry reads like a piece of romance ....... If eyer a 
r. ance bas heen wo\'cn out of dry figures, it has been in this book •... ". 
T. author ha.s added to the attractiveness of the book by dealing with 
ri, A"/taddar industry, the Indo-British trade negotiations and Jast but not 
k t. the problems of labour in the textile mills which the Congress 
~r :istric!I in the different Provinces are busy tackling at the present moment. •.. 
.'I: . ::\1. P. Gandhi has rione his country-men a great service by bringing 
\' " the t 938 edition ....... This Industry is going to be one of India's key 
.)1 :.I<;tries and a perusal of this book is necessary for all those who are 
11' r(>steu in the economic and political betterment of India." 

Chief Features: 

• Retrospects and Prospects of t.he Cotton Textile Industry 

• ''The Cotton Industry at a Glance" /l:iving authoritative Rnd 

up-t.o-date statistics relating to the Industry. 

• C',omplete Text of the Indo-Japanese Trade Agreement, ]937. 

• Present Tariff on Piecegoods and Yarn. 

• Cultivat.ion, Export and Import of Raw Cotton. 

• Financial Position of the Industry. 

• Balance Sheets of Cotton MilI8. 

• rrog-rcs~ of Indo-British Tra~e Negotiations. 

• Criticism of Labour Enquiry Commitrecs' Reports 

• Complete and up-to-date list of Cotton MillR workin~ 

in India with names and addresses of MAnaging 

Agent.s, No. of ~pindles, looms etc. 

• Index and Bihliography. 

(For a list of other Publications of the author, and 
Reviews of the previous books, see inside) 

175 Pages dune, 1958 
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REVIEWS OF 

The Indian Cotton Textile Industry -1937 Annu 1\ 
By M. P. GANDHI 

Extract frolll a Foreword by Sir Purshotamdas Thakurrlas, Kt. 
C.LE., :\l.B.E., to the Indian Cotton Textile Indnstry-19;l'i Annual. 

"There are ~eyerallcssons to he drawn from the development ( 
this industry, and Mr. M. P. Gandhi's present volume, to my min, 
fills a real need. ... ~ "' .. .. >t 

There is little doubt that a study of the Textile Industry, as I, 
has brought it Qut, would IJ€ useful to the country at large. * 

The "~Indian Finance", Calcutta. June, 1937. 

).fr. l\I. P. Gandhi. who is known as a persevering student ' ~' 

Indian economics, Ita.l /Iud tltc' PlIb/,,- linda a ddd b,t revising 31' 

enlarging his monograph on the Indian cotton indust'ry. . ............. . 
..... _ .. _ .. TII,- />n'~;/"11l., 0,1 til<' /ldnt//",'m /Ildll,tn'. which in spite of assertiol 
to the contrary, 19 not mOrIbund, (IT<' _.d.!orfh ,.'.'111 "~)'IlI/,({tll)' <illd III.li,' 

..... .. IJrjh fraile I:~ due/",- tk· b"i:f illlrr>dncto.r)' n,>I,' in which rf'lcv:l 
fjgures are grouped to show the industry's progre~g and position I 

a glance." 

The '·Commerce", Bombay, July, 1937 . 

• • • 
"We nll(Ierstand that the lJonk will be published annually hereafto
and will include up-to-date details of current d~yelopillents. COli
dering- the large number ot" S(lurc('s from which the inrormati· \ 
contained in the book iJ.> drawn, and the need for its wide di~ 
mination, su~h an enterprise will,ioubtless be welcomed". 

Silk & Rayon, Manche.t~r. Decembe!r 1937. 

"This monograph on the Indian Cotton Textile Industry is { 
much interest to the Cotton Manufacturers not only of India but (Ii 1 

of Lancashire. .llr. Gandhi has given a cif'ar pict-Ure of the hi!'tl ,. 
as well as the ecollomi('s of the Industry.......... ........ ......... .. 
The l\1:~( edition is well worth the study of every person connC'('! 
with the textile tra(les of India and Lancashire." 

The "1l1dian Tntile Journal". Bombay. August 1937. 

The long-felt want of a single allthoritative volume on 1 
history and economic:;; of the Indian Cotton TcxtiJe Industrr 
aml}ly ~llpplied hy this pu blication. A .cppious index and a srI 
bill iography only ~en'e to enhau('e the uttllty of the volume. 

"Manche.ter Guar<!ian'\ Augu.t 9,1937. 
u • • " :'tlr. Gandhi has held many imporl" ,t 

positions in Indian Trade A5sociations, and his book, whi4~h fun· ;n 
:"'1)) pages and is both a re\'ised edition or the work whirh he l' lJ· 
lif;h4~d in H):~) and tht.' fir,.;t of a new f;cries of allilual survcy~, tro I:' 
the historv and the present po:"ition of the industn' from the p' . ~lt 
of view o(the Indian Xationalists \" • ". . 

The Millowneu' AI>9.o,;:ialion, 'Bomblly~Proceedings of the CommjW~(' 't 
August, 19:37. 

ld ".:'.Ir. :l\l. P. Gandhi has brought out a thoroughly revised 
complptf'ly up·to date edition of his monograph Oil "The In :n 
Cotton Textile Induf'itry". The book rontains about 2(.() pagr· of 
useful information c(l[H'erning the industry". 



REVIEWS OF 

The Indian Sugar Industry-1937 Annual 
By M. P. GANDHI 

Extract from the foreword by Sirdar Kripal f';ingh, President, 
I: ~ian i"'ugar )lil1:;:; Association, Calcutta, to the Indian ~ugar Industry, 

.. \nnual. 
"Only recently I asked the Private ::-,ecretary to II. E. The Governor 

" :\('l1ar about the SOUTce of certain fIgures that were found in his 
I '('Heney's ~pecch at Patna In reply, he said that those figures were 
t.: '~n from :'lIr. :\1. P. nanrlhi's .\nllu.'ll. Even the higher authorities 
:,. -:n to con~ult and refer tn his book which speaks for its usefulness." 

rids excellent annual publication of )lr. )1. P. Gandhi, who can speak 
\\ ',11 authority on this suhject, is of immense \'alne to the Sugar 
l' llistry anti all those interesterl in it. '.. " .................. Xone 
it "retire(1 should be without such a valuable authoritative and up·to· 
d IC reference book. 
I! :llln Finance, Calcutta, 

-[n preparing the 19:37 edition of the Sugar Industry Annual, Mr. 
i '. G:J.ndhi, who needs nointro(i uction to those interested in the fortunes 

" the [n<lttstry, has displayed his usual skill in arranging all relevant 
1':, ,~aIllI figares in an oasily intelligibln form * • '" The 
y ,'jQU~ !';uggestions offered by the author convey the impression of 
I, :lg timely -:mcl reasonable," 

Tie uHin.du", Madr ••• NO'llembel' 7. 1937 . 

... ... ... It is now some years since the first edition of 
tl' .\nllual came out and every subsequent edition has marked an 
L .rovcmcnt in the prodn~tion. . ... . ... ... ...... ... . .. The complete 
t· 1 of tile Int(>rnational ~ugar ~-\gl'eement concluded in London is 
II ,li:ihed and there is a reasoned statement orr why India should be 
H party to it. The texts of various Act;:.; affecting the Sugar Industry 
h ,-. also heen reprinted " 

T~;· 4mritll Bazar Patrika, Calcutta. 

ft ~elrlom falls to the lot of an Indian writer to have the satisfaotion 
O~' ,pcing information contained in hif'; books being used uy Provincial 
(: ernol':-, in their spccche~. nut 'Ir. (Tandhi has that enviable position, 
:Ij lrently by virtue of his being an aCknowledged authority on the 
II 'an ~ugar InduHtry." 

I' "Financial News", London. November 8, 1937. 

rtlis PulJlic:ltion covers, in the course of 250 well documented pages, 
:Ii ,~('ent deYcloplllcnts of importance in the Indian :-:'ugar Industry. 
1"1 challtcl':-' d('aling with the pr.")blems before the Industry are 
p' .-illeJ with vcry full information on matters affecting them". ,\ "Commerce". Bombay. 

\Iollellell on the same lines as before, the present i~sue maintains 
til ~allle high standard. It must be set down to the credit of the 

)j' th1.t h,~ never fails to foclis attention on points of importance, 
the indu~try owes him a tteb.t of gratitude (or his useful work in 
direction. 

of 

III 
to 
wi 

Mr. N. C. Mehtll. I.C.S., OUg, Vice·Chairman, Imperial Council 
'.;-ricaltural Research, Simla, S~ptember :zn, W37. 
)(r. 1\1, P. Gandhi (les~ryes to he congratulated on his admirable 
uction. A great tIeal of most useful information is brought 
tiler anci the puulication should be of great use to c\'erybody 
i~ intere:.;tecl in the rise and growth of this great industry, 
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FOREWORD 
By 

SHRIYUT SUllHAS CHANDRA BOSE, 
President, Indian National Congress. 

It is no exaggeration to say that Mr. M. P. Gandhi's book on 
II Indian Cotton Textile industry reads like a piece of rumance. It 
1~ ~oubtful if any other industry in any part of the world has passed 
t1 Jugh so many vicissitudes within a periud of two or three centuries 
". 'he cotton textile industry of India. 

In a booklet which I published in February, 1929, under the 
,-'; lion dBoycott of British Goods,"* I wrote about the early history 
(I lle fndian Cotton Industry as follows-but further researches made 
"" then, have enabled Mr. Gandhi to add more interesting 
II' :rmation:-

"The earliest apparent reference to Bengal cotton goods IS In 

~lIilya's Arthasastra, which speaks of fine cotton goods of Yanga 
U ":astern Bengal. The stuff called Gangitiki in the Peripluss of tho 
E thraean Sea, an anonymous work of the first century A.D., most 
I': 'lably came from Benga1. SulaimOl.J1, the Arab traveller, who visited 
I, :a in the ninth century writes of "cotton fabrics made in the 
ht _dorn of Rahrni (which has been identified with East Bengal) are 
"1' ;lle and delicate that a dress made of it may pass through a signet 
flO " In Marco Polo's days (A. D. 1294-95), there were flourishing 
(( III industries in Bengal and other parts of India_ Ralph Fitch, 
til I;nglish traveller, who visited India three centuries later (1583) 
de ;-it)eS Sonargaon, which is about 13 miles s.c. from Dan.:a, "As a 
tl) , ...... where there is the best and finest doth made in All-India." 

AI tt the same time, Abul Fazl writes, "The Sarkar of Sonargaon 
pr ,Ices a species of muslin very fine and in great quantity." As 
it;, ·1 by Prof. J. N. Sarkar, very fine cutton goods were produced 
at t.;ra, at Sironj in ~lahvaJ at Hroach, Baroda and Navasari in 
Gt: rat. The best, however, were the Dacca muslins, which received 
SU~ poetic names as ab-i-rawan or running water (becau~ if placed 
10 :,tream, it could scarcely be seen), baft-hawa aT woven aIr 

'Printed and Published by Hrishikesh Chatterjee. at Sree Adwait 
Pre -. 10, Shama Charan De Street, Calcutta. 
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(because if thrown in the air, it "7ould Iloat like a cloud) and sl ,l.

nam or evening de\\-' (hcc<1use if spread on the g-rass, it would L. 
taken as evcl!ing dew). Such fine products 'vere not only patroll l'" 
by Imperial and Viceregal courts but also found a ready sale aur. [11 

\Vhen TaY~rnicr visited Dacca in 1606, both the Dutch and h· 
English had factories there. The French trade with Dacca bl ,;111 

sixty years later. The English first exported Dacca muslins aI, ,11, 

the year 1666 and by the year 1675 the fashion of wearing these III 

stuffs became pretty general in England. There were cheaper v<tl+i, 't.:~ 

available in other parts of Bengal such as Santipur, Hugli ami 1\lai 'dh 
as stated in the Diaries of Streynsham 1!aster (1675-1680)."* 

India had a large export trade in cotton from the 18th cen in 

to the first 15 years of the 19th century. Mr. Gandhi quotes Mill ifll 

as writing in 1813 as follows:-

"India exports large quantities of cotton fabrics which ~rt' 

famous for great durability, permancnce of the whiteness, de1ica(. IIf 
texture, purity amI fastness of colours, grace of uesign. amI, abon' dl. 
for their cheapness_ But this did not last long. In 1815, India :' ocr 

clothing her vast population, exported to England cottons \I, :Ih 

£1,300,000."** 

Regarding the po,ition of the Cotton Industry in 181+, ~!r. Gli - ih; 
tells us that in that year India imported 818,208 yards horn Br :m 
and Britain imported 1,266,G08 .ranis from India. After that \ ,If. 

the Indian Cotton Industry gradually went under. 

But how were Indian Cottons gradually eliminated from he 

market? The answer to that furnishes one of the strongest ill- (t

ments of Britain's tre:ttment of India. It is difficult for a iayrn;, to 

belieye the accounts of diabolical measures adopted in Britain or 
killing India's Export Trade in cottons, unless one is faced ith 
irrefutable documentary evidence furnished by Britishers them~l "e::;. 
Suffice it to say here that the full power of the state. through tax, III1l 

as well as legislation, was utilised for forcibly excluding India i 'IIll 

the British textile market. 

nut there is such a thing as historic justice. 
nemesis slowly but surely overtaking Britain in 

\Ve acconlingl.\ ;"Illd 

the iollowing P' ,x\. 

• Page I, "Boycott 01 British Goods'" 
"Page 44. "Indian Cotton Textile Industry" (1937 Edition). 



The first cotton mill in India was established in 1818 at Fort 
Gl :-ter near Calcutta with British capital. But the real development 
0; the Indian mill industry began with the floating of the Bombay 
~j lming and \Veaving ).Iill in 1851 which commenced \"'ork in 1856 
1Il 'cr the management of Mr. Cowasji I\lanabhoy Davar. The 
i(, ndation of the textile industry at Ahmedabad v,;as laid by the 
X .llcdabad Spinning and Weaving mill in 1839 under the manage
Ill. 1t of Mr. Ranchhodlal Chhotalal. 

All these facts and much more one will get from Mr. M. P. 
C .• ,dhi's book Above all, the reader will be profoundly impressed 
;!t :he phenomenal rise of the Indian Cotton Textile Industry since 
it ! ,irth in the fifties of the last century. If ever a romance has been 
\\ "1..:0 out of dry figures J it has been in this book. And what does 
hl' say about the present position? 

During the year 1937-38, foreign imports of Cotton piece-goods 
ll' ,India reached the figures 390 millions of yards, valued at 11 crores 
w ;'upees as compared with 16 crOTes in 1935-36 and 13 crorcs in 
\',·,,·37. Further, for the year 1936-37, out of a total consumption 
OJ ,175 crore yards of piecegoods, Indian mill production accounted 
k' 3+7, handloom production for 1+9 and foreign imports for 79 crore 
y"ls. Roughly speaking, Indian mills produced 61 per cent of India's 
fl"'llirements and handlooms 26 per cent. Thus imported piecegoods 
al lroxirnated 13 per cent only. 

During the last few years the progress of the Indian mill industry 
k, heen maintained and has evell been accelerated. Vv~e may there
i(. _' yisualise the future with hope and confidence. There is no doubt 
111 within a decade or two Inuia will be complete))' self-sufficient IJ1 

11: 1I1atter of her requirements in cotton t~xtilc goods. 

The author has added to the attractiveness oi the book by dealing
\\'; the Khaddor industry, the Indo-British trade negotiJtions and 
h- i ,llt not least, the problems of lahour in the textile mills which the 
CI' ..;-ress ~Iinistrics in the different Provinces are busy tackling at the 
pr\ 'l'nt moment. 

\ n conclusion, I may say that :',1 r. M. p, Gandhi has done his 
((11 Irr-men a great servit·c by bringing out the 193R edition of his 
!)(I< on the Indian Cotton Textile lIHlustry. This lmlustry is going 
tu: . une of India's key industries and a perusal of this book is neces-
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sary for all those who are interested 10 the economic and politi, d 
betterment of Indio, What I like most in ~Ir, Gandhi's book is \ " 
lesson it teaches us, viz., that there is a glorious future in store f· ,r 
India's cotton textile industry and I trust that the day is not far I :1" 

when ] ndia \vill start exporting cotton goods on a 1arge scale 01. l' 

agam. 

38-2, Elgin Road, 

Calcutta, 

The 27th June, 1938 

Subhas Chandra B, " 
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when cheap oils were in use. 

(nn: 1.J.\BII.ITY OF rilE )tE:'>lBERS OF THE I..:O:'>U>A;SY IS I. OUTED) 



AUTHOR'S PREFACE 

A noteworthy feature affecting the Indian Cotton Textile J ndustry 
sm..: the assumption of office by the Indian Xational Congress in the 
va: JUS provinces has been the clearly noticeable tenden('Y for improv-
1I1~' : he conditions and the welfare of the industrial workers and for a 
fo: :ard social policy. The Indian ~ational Congress envisaged in its 
ell ion manifesto a policy and a programme in respect of the industrial 
\\"l" i~ers which constitute an undertaking to "secure to them a decent 
5t;~ <lard of living, hours of work and conditions of labour in eou
in: :lity, as far as the economic conditions in the country permit, with 
int ;"national standards, suitable machinery for settlement of disputes 
bel ·:een employers and workmen, protection against the economiC 
or equences of old age, sickness and unemployment, ~nd the right of 
WI . ;"'ers to form unions and to strike for the protection of their 
inL :-ests." 

Accordingly, the various Governments accepted it as their duty to 
en· -:avour to work out this programme using all the means at their 
di, ')sal. In a Resolution dated 17th August 1937, the Bombay 
Gco ernment outlined their policy in respect of the industrial 
\\'1 !~ers_ It stated that it is an acknowledged obligation 
oi the Government to secure working and Jiving conditions 
wI. ,-h are favourable to the worker's physical and moral 
he :ith, and to ensure for him opportunities for the advance
me ,t of his status, and a full measure of freedom of acti{)n 
CO! -istently with his obligations to industry and society_ It also 
ab, rvcd that the pace at which the programme to achieve these ends 
cal i~ prosecuted, would depend upon the various fadors, foremost 
an-. 'lg them being the co-operation of the working classes and of the 
('Ill ,qycrs, the state of the industries concerned and economic conclition$ 
gel rally. 

\Vith a view to implement this promise, several Provincial Govcrn
mc :) aplKJinted Labour Enquiry Committees, during the year. Labour 
ha~ Iso hecome vocal, and has pressed its various demands for improv
mg le working conditions and wages emphatil'ally, feeling sure of the 
SUI ,rt of the Go~rnments in this step_ There has also been a widc
spr' II demand for standardisation of wages, for fixation of minimum 
WCI: :..; etc. 

\t such a juncture, it is indeed politic for the employers to abandon 
Ihe; rigid attitude towards labour which is out of date and has no 
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reference to existing conditions. The employers ought to realise t! :J\ 

jf dislocation in the industry is to be avoided, if smooth work; 1:,: 

conditions are to be ensured, and if wholehearted co-operation from' !( 

working classes is to be obtained, problems regarding wages and oti t" 

conditions of labour have to be tackled with a wider outlook and grea,l" 
sympathy_ 

We feel that a stage has now arrived when, if the capitali: il 
system is to continue, the employers should show greater wisdom; ']1 

reconcile themselves to the notion that employees are also produf r

of wealth, that they have a definite place in the industrial sYS!l;n, 

and that they afC entitled to an equitable share in th'e fruits 'I! 

industrial and commercial activity. The employers have indeed til 

shake off their belief that the low wages of former years can ~.Il' 

continued \vithout breeding discontent in the minds of labour. ,I)f 

maintenance of industrial prosperity, goodwill among the cap i:J.1 

and labour is absolutely essential, and this could be greatly 'facilit"ed 
if the employers would broaden their outlook and deal \', II, 
Jabour problems with greater consideration than they lid 
heretofore. If such a welcome change In their attitude 1~ 

witnessed, strikes which prove ruinous both to «\\ :raJ 

and labour can be eliminated. LabDur at the same time ':J.,~ 

to. see that it does not pitch its demand at once inordinately high, 'or 
if the burden Dn the industry becDmes too great, there can be no l' In

sistent improvement in the conditions of Jabour and wages. A gent"ne 
and a lasting improvement in conditions of workers can only be L:pt 
up jf an industry is prospering, and is able to stand it. If the 1 :lce 
of the progress is made too fast, without a full consideration oi ih~ 

effects, the end might be defeated_ With reason and moder'" Ill, 

steady and sure progress can be achieved in improving the cond!' :OJ~ 
of \\'orkmcn, without affecting industries adversely. 

In bringing capital and labouT together, the val',"; 
Provincial Governments should also evolve a uni; rJll 
and co-oTdinated labour policy and should exert their wholesom, Ill

tluence for maintenance of satisfactory relations between capital ,:nd 
lahour, \ .... ith a view to promote the welfare of both, create concli .In~ 

which would be, equitabJe and fair to both sides, and which would in' 

the ' .... ay for industriaJ prosperity and improve th'c outlook io: lhe 

industries in this country. By the adoption of an impartial, unbi;\· ,eel. 
aO(1 judicious attitude, the various Provincial Governments will L ,t\"c 
their iniluence best felt both on capital and labouT, and thus a,' cre 

their end also better. 
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The encouragement and appreciation that the 1937 T ndian Cotton 
'1'1 \tilc Industry Annual received frum the public, the f'rcs:-;, and the 
I;' 'u5try has induced me to continll'e the publication of this Annual. I 
Ii, hoped to be able to publish this Annual by February~~larch 1938 
ILl', the trend of events in respect.of the Inuustry during the rear have 
::1 le it impossible for me to puulish it earlier than June. Firstly, the 
L ',j-Hritisli. Trade l1€gotiations were being conducted till the month 

,lay, 1938, at Simla. Secondly, the Industry was faced with 
~\ 'ous labour troubles towards the end of 1937 amI the beginning 
'I~ 193R. Labour Inquiry Committees were appointed in Bombay, 
l' ,'" C.I'" Madras and Dihar, The reports of the first three of these 
l', .nmittees were not published till late in April 1938, Statistics ahout 
:1:' imports. exports and production of yarn and piecegoods for 
:1· year 1937~38 were also not available till the end of May, Due to 
iii 'e and other considerations, I felt that it would be better to delay 
:1; publication of the book till the month of June when something more 
,c']\ite could be stated both in respect of the Indo~Dritish Trade 
Ill. ltiations conducted at Simla, as also of the labour troubles facing 
Iii, industry. Kext year, I hope to bring out this Annual in May~June, 

I am thankful to Mr, R D. Mihra, Publicity Officer of the 
11' >ito Central Cotton Committee, Bombay, ~Jr, T. IIlaloney, 
~l '"dary of the Bombay ~Iillowners Association, 1\1r. B. L. Umar
'" a, Secretary, Ahmedabad I1!illowners Association and J\[r. J. ~. 

(~1 ~h, Deputy Director of Commercial Intelligence and Statistics, 
l', 'utta, for the help they have given me in bringing up-lo-dah: 
y;! ;)us matters pertaining to the Indian Cotton Textile Industry. 

J am also grateful to Shriyut Subhas Chandra I1o!'c for having 
,It.: l'd to write a Foreword to this publication, in the midst of his 
:1lI i fariuus engagements and duti:es as the President of the Indian 
\;. IlIlal Congress. 

,,0, Puddupukur Road, 

P. O. Elgin Road, Calcutta, 

I)ated the 30th June, 1938. 

!',1, p, Gandhi 
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There is something more than making a Living: 
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· The Cotton Industry at a Glance" 
TABLE NO l. 

Progress of Cotton Milia in India from 1932 to 1937. 
\"' ,~r ending 
:-II,l August 

Number 
of MiUs 

1932 339 
1933 344 
1934 352 
1935 365 
1936 379 
1937 (a) 370 

~umber of 
SpindJes 
installed 

!'lumber Average Approximate 
of Looms No. of hands quantity 
installed employed of cutton 

(Figures in thousands) 

9,506 1,86 4,03 
9,581 1,89 4,00 
9,613 1,94 3,85 
9,685 1,99 4,15 
9,857 2,00 4,18 
9,731 J..28 4,17 

consumed 
(bales of "Y'! lbs) 

2,911 
2,837 
2,704 
3,123 
3,110 
3,147 

(a) Excludes Burma. 

Season 

1932-33 
1933-34 
1934-35 
1935-36 
1936-37 
1937-38 

TABLE NO 2. 

Indian Cotton Crop Forecast 
Area in thousands 

of acres 

22,483 
24,137 
23,972 
25,999 
25,219 
25,334 

TABLE NO.3. 

Estimated YieJd in 
thous:l.ntls of bales 

of 4O(J lbs each 

4,657 
5,108 
4,857 
5,933 
6,307 
5,407 

~;'latement of American & Egyptian (Eotimated> CottOD Crops 
(OOO's omitted) 

~eason 

1931-32 
19.12-33 
1933-34 
1934--35 
1935-36 
1936--37 
1937-38 

American 
Acreage Bales 

(harvestcrl) equi,-alent 

38,704 
35,891 
29,31(3 
26,866 
27,335 
30,02R 
33,930 

(50) \bs w{'ight) 

17,0% 
13,002 
13,047 
9,637 

10,638 
12,399 
18,746 

Egyptian 
Acreage Kanlras 

in Fedclans (Kantra= 
(I Fed.= \l9.1J49 lbs) 
} .UlR acres) 

1,683 
1,094 
1,804 
1,732 
1,669 
1,716 
1,978 

6,563 
5,050 
8,438 
7,540 
8,100 
9,2.11 

10,7% 



ldv 

Year 

~9:12<S3 

1933·:I~ 

19:-14·35 
193:"36 
19J6-:~7 

19:17·38 

COTTON INDUSTRY AT A GLANCE 

TABLE NO.4. 

Import. of Raw Cotton into India. 

From 
n. S. A. 

From 
Egypt 

From 
Kenya 

Total 

Quan- Value Quan- Value Quan- Value Quan- Value 
tity in (IX)'s tity in (OJ's tity in O .... Vs tity in OOO's 

Tons R,s. Tons Rs. TOllS Rs. Tons Ra. 

45,791 38,158 6,417 6,6'25 
8, 126 6;\98 6,OJg ",331 
1.633 1,601 1M!! 15,47:) 

10,437 9,08J 15,484 14,09~ 

927 82 I 1;,516 18,19 J 
29,198 22,129 28,:)47 2'1,319 

20,694 17,766 84,758 
24,188 20.226 42,896 
32,723 2"/,658 00,564 
36,611 31,295 76,487 

35,92" JO,618 61,9S; 
47,710 4!,357 134,414 

TABLE NO, 5. 

72,,;:; 

35,570 
52,~:~S 

67,38,-) 
58,46S 

121,33:? 

Export. of Indian Raw Cotton to Other Countrieo, 

U. K. Japan Total 

Year Quantity Value 
in CXXYs 

Quantity Value Quantity Value 
in <XXFs in OCO'~ 

Tons Rs. Tons Rs. Tons Rs. 

1932·33 29,434 \6,084 193,686 1,11,231 36I,·~5Z 203,721 
19:13·\4 61,017 33,741 197,414 1,13,761 5:1:1,720 2,75,27' 
19:\0', 61.95 j 34,193 366,811 2,15,320 62:1,276 3,49,5:11 

19:15·38 81,451 45,147 314,187 1,79,131 006.516 3,37,70: . 
1936.:17 ],14, l47 65,350 4:13,2'?3 2,54,1l7 76~, n:l 4,44,09' 
19:17·:18(a) 70,554 42,7'>6 2J2,695 1,47,8J~ 487,781 2,90,:lO'c 

(a) Excludes Bunna. 

TABLE NO.6. 

Yearly Mill Consumption of Cotton in India by Varietie, 

[All figures in OOO's of bales 1 
of 400 lb. each 

Year ending Indian American Egyp-
tian 

Sundries Total 

31st July, 1932 2,2% 190 63 151 2,700 

" " 
1933 2,268 135 35 197 2,63.' 

" " 
1934 2,229 40 42 203 2,51· 

" " 
1935 2,559 67 64 240 2.931 

" " 
1936 2,617 70 54 271 3,01: 

" " 
1937 2,545 18 56 335 2,95-' 
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TABLE NO.7. 

CODlumption of Indian Cotton in the various Province. of 
Briti.h India and Indian State •. 

(Based on returns made under the Indian Cotton Cess Act). 

H;, rUSH INDIA 

Bombay Island 
.\hmedabad 

(Figures in bales of 400 Ibs.) 
193~·33 1933·34 1934-35 1935·3~ 1936-37 
570,501 5:10,1,,2 004,618 .166,409 613,100 
335,640 go3,e90 378.458 304,665 301,595 

Hombay Presidency 1,104.7:18 1,078,:144 1,201,309 1,177,273 1,109,,64 
:\tadras Presidency 2b9.430 2n,852 296}30 3:;9.499 393,53·, 
("nited Provinces 265.5:\8 Zt)ll,542 ~89,O61 307,493 ,16,833 
C. P. & Berar 118,51? IOS,298 121,300 122,9(0 124,05" 
Bengal 107,376 100,960 105,989 99,774 86,448 
jJunjab:and Delhi ... 88,852 71,S:,5 78,137 87,~3" 93,6?3 
Rest of British India ... 31,7:36 33,011 36,661 41,({IO 35,377 

._. --
rotal of British India... 2,006,187 1.937,812 2,128,787 2,175,861 2,164.200 
l'otal of Indian States 312,8'"28 352,083 424,603 433,517 447,800 

----------
Total for India 2,3;9,015 228\),930 2,553,440 2,609,378 2,612,140 

\" '.\R 

19. >33 
19.-34 
19,; ,·35 
1 ~l:. -36 
19.' 37 
19,;.--38* 

TABLE NO.8. 
Importl of CottOD Twilt and Yarn into India. 

(000' s omitted) 

U.K, Japan Total 
Quantity Value Quantity Value Quantity 

Ihs. Re. lbs. Rs. lbs 

13,357 13,180 18,149 16,071 45,103 
9,952 9,578 11,684 9,567 32,055 
9,792 10,050 11,339 11,595 34,022 
9,767 9,745 21,307 17,921 44,570 
7,M2 7,887 15,830 13,742 28,520 
6,632 7,763 14,643 16,824 21,998 

Value 
Rs. 

37,882 
25,750 
30,986 
37,119 
25,487 
25,073 

'(Excludes Burma) 

\"1 R 

193 .. 33 
193 34 
19.\ 35 
193 . \6 
193' \7 
193~ ;g* 

TABLE NO.9. 

Imports of Cotton Manufac~re. into India. 
(OOO's omitted) 

U. K. Japan Total 
Quantity V}llue Quantity Value Quantity Value 

Yds. Rs. Vds. Rs. Yrls. Rs. 

597,119 1,20,966 579,735 78,539 1,225,279 2,12,591 
425,833 87,465 349,041 44,313 795,763 1,34,917 
552,394 1,11,440 373,774 51,958 943,714 1,69,289 
439,676 90,055 495,738 63,526 946,729 1,57,7% 
334,165 73,077 416,947 55,9% 763,985 1,33,672 
264,606 64,207 306,202 45,935 590,950 1,16,966 

Excludes Burma. 
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TABLE NO. 10. 

Exporta of Cotton Twist & Yarn, and Cotton Piecegooda 
froID India 

(OOO's omitted) 

Year Twist and Yarn Piecegoods 
Quantity Value Quantity Value 

Ibs. Hs. Yds. Rs. 

1932-33 15,108 7,865 66,442 20,861 
1933-34 16,388 8,172 56,461 16,630 
193+-35 12,789 6,272 57,693 17,670 
1935-36 9,668 4,694 71,250 20,295 
1936-37 12,137 5,862 101,636 26,328 
1937-38 40,124 20,253 241,255 65,032 

TABLE NO. 11. 

Quantity of Yarn Spun and Woven Good. Manufactured 
in Indian Mill .. 

Year 

1932-33 
1933-34 
1934-35 
1935-36 
1936-37 
1937-38 

( Nine months) 

Yarn 

lbs. 

1,016,422 
921,061 

1,001,420 
1,059,117 
1,054,117 

856,900 

TABLE NO. 12. 

(000' s omitted) 
Piecegoods 

Yds. 

3,169,899 
2,945,052 
3,397,456 
3,571,371 
3,571,987 
3,030,000 

Con.umption per capita. of Cotton piecelood. (including fenl;) 
and hand loom product. in India 

Year 

1931-32 
1932-33 
1933-34 
1934-35 
1935-36 
193&-37 

~et Estimated Xet Pe'" Cap/t· 
imports aYailahle Han11100m a"ailable consull1pti,,:~ 

Xet 

Mill production for Yds, 
production consumption 

(All figures in crores of yards) 
76 288 150 514 

120 311 170 601 
77 289 144 510 
97 334 146 577 
97 350 166 613 
79 347 149 575 

14.28 
16.70 
14.17 
15.60 
16.57 
15.54 



'liE INDIAN COTTON TEXTILE INDUSTRY-1938 ANNUAL 

PUMPS 

For Fire, Water Supplies, Etc. 

CENTRIFUGAL 

STEAM 

POWER 

CONDENSING PLANT 
WATER METERS 

AIR COMPRESSORS 

FIRE PROTECTION 
FILTRATION PLANT 

We Invite Your Enquiries 

WORTHINGTON-SIMPSON LTD. 

CALCUTTA-BOMBAY LAHORE-DELHI 

Head Office for India 

10, Clive Street, Calcutta. 
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HUKUMCHAND 
Electric Steel Co., Ltd. 

Manufacturers of 

STEEL CASTINGS 

from 

Electrically Melted Steel, British 

Standard Specification Guaranteed. 

Specialists in Material for Railway 

Rolling Slock. 

Managing Agents: 

Sir Sarupchand Hukumchand & Co. 

30, Clive Street, Calcutta 

Works: 

8, Swinhoe Street, Ballygunj 
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• • 

• 

• 

THE 

BRITISH ARC WELDING CO. 
(INDIA), LIMITED 

Managing Agents: 
Mackinnon Mackenzie & Co. 

Welding Work of Every Description Undertaken 

under the charge of Expert European Welders. 

APPROVED BY THE BOARD OF TRADE ; 
LLOYOS REGISTER OF SHIPPING, etc. 

Expert Advice given to clients free 
of charge 

All inquiries 10-

The General Manager 

Garden Reach W orkshop5 Ltd. 
The Manager 

Mazagon Dock l.td. : 
43-46, Garden Reach 

CALCUTTA. 

• 
OR BOMBAY. • 

i!i 
~ 

Telegrams: 

"ARCAWELDO," CALCUTTA & BOMBAY. 

• • • 
" • • • .. 
• • 
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ii • ii 
~ .. .. • • 

ENQUIRE FROM 

W. H. BRADY & Co., Ltd. 
: Bombay, Calcutta, Madras, Cawnpore & Ahmedabad • • 
" I 
~ .. .. .. .. 
Ii 

For all classes of: 

TEXTILE EQUIPMENTS, 

MACHINE TOOLS, 

'" I LIFTING AND TRANSPORTING MACHINERY, 

" iii 
ii 

" .. .. .. • .. 
• : • .. 
i 
iii .. 
-.. .. 
-I .. 
i • • ; .. • " .. 
i .. 
~ , 
I 
; .. 
~ 
ii 

RAIL WAY PLANT, POWER INSTALLATIONS, 

BELTING AND LEATHER GOODS. 

HIGH PRESSURE STEAM Y AL YES & FITTINGS, 

COMPLETE PLANTS FOR SUGAR FACTORIES, 

STEAM & WATER METERS & RECORDERS. 

Insurance Business of all Descriptions 
Factory Valuations a Speciality 

Agents for: 

Cotton Spinning and Weaving Mills, 

Printing Works, Sugar Factories, etc. 

Registerecl Office: 

Royal Insurance Buildings, 
CHURCHGA TE STREET, BOMBAY . 

• 

• • • 
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TABLE NO. 13. 

Protective Duties realised froID imports of Cotton Yarn and 
Piecel00ds in India. 

((Ooo's omitted) 

Yt'ar Cotton \'anl 
and tbreaJ 

Cotton fahrics COl ton fabrics 
of not of 

Rritj;;b Br-iti ... h 
ntanufacturc Ulanufactl.lre 

1931-32 

1932-33 

1933--34 

1934-35 

1935-36 

1936-37 

1937-38 

Rs. Rs. 

37,22 1,80,16 

54,87 3,00,49 

40,17 2,10,42 

32,58 2,87,26 

40,82 2,24,69 

24,46 1,67,48 

20,26 1,31,00 

TABLE NO. 14. 

Rs. 

1,90,72 

3,52,16 

2,50,44 

2,58,38 

3,30,24 

2,9-1,64 

2,49,00 

Cbanges in Customs Tariff on Cotton Yarn, and Piecegood. 
in India since 1894 .• 

• I counts 

YARN 

Date 

F '>In 10th March, 1894 to 26th Deer. 1894 
27th Deer., 1894 to 2nd Feby., 1896 
3rd Feby., 18% to 28th F~by., 1922 
1st :>larch, 1922 to 21st Septf., 1927 
22nd Sept!'., 1927 to 29th Septr., 1931 

30 Septr., 1931 to 30th April, 1934 

Tariff Ralcs . 

I:ree 
5 p.c. ad z'%rcn!. 

Free 
5 p.e. ad 'l'aIOrt'lIT. 

5 p.r. ad 'vuloroH 

or 1 y, as. per lb. 
w hie h ever is 
higher. 

6~~ p.c. ad 'valorem 
Or I Ys ;lS. per 

lb. \yhichever 
is higher. 

... An excise duty was imposed on cotton piecegoods woven in Indian 
mL ~ at the rate of 3;1 per cent. ad valorem from 1896. This excise 
du· ... was suspended in December, 1925, and abolished in 1926. 
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From 1st May, 1934 :-(Effective up to 31st March, 1939). 

Counts upto 50s-

(i) British Manufacture:- 5 p.c. ad va/or, 11 

or 1;4 as. I .,. 

lb. whiche\ 'r 

is higher. 

\Ii) Not of British Manufacture:- ." 6}::i p.c. ad va/or :/1 

or I Y8 as. I r 

lb. whiche\ ,'r 

is higher. 
Counts above 50s-

(i) British Manufacture:- 5 p.c. ad vaiorl II! 

(ii) Not of British Manufacture:-

COTTON PIECEGOODS. 

Date. 

From 10th ~Iarch to 26th December, 1894 

Tariff Rates, 

Free 

" 27th December, 1894 to 2nd February, 
1896 5 p.c. ad valor .. ,II 

" 
" 

3rd Febry., 1896 to 6th :'Ilarch, 1917 .. . p.c. 
" 

7th March, 1917 to 28th Febry., 1921 .. . p.c. 
" 1st March, 1921 to 3rd April, 1930 .. . p.c. H 

Changed classification. (From 4th April, 1930). 

(Effective up to 31st March, 1939). 

" 
.' 

" 

PI.A.lN GREY 

British Foreign 
OTHJo;RS 

British Foreig:. 
Ad valorem As. Ad valorem As. Ad valorem Ad 

% per lb. % per lb. % valtJ,.em 

(whichever is higher) (whichever is higher) 

4th April 1931 15 m o! 20 or ~I 15 
1st March 1931 20 or 31 25 or 31 20 
30th Sept 1931 25 or 41 31j or 41 25 
3Uth Aug. 193J 2" or 41 !iO or 51 25 
7th June 193'1 2.> or 41 75 or 6i 25 
8th Jan. 1914 25 or 41 50 or 5t 25 
1st May t9:J.l 25 or 4t 51) or 51 25 :-: I 
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PRESENT POSITION. 

'Government of India Notification :-No. 341-T( 10136 dated 

25th June, 1936. 

Cd ton fabrics, not otherwise specified, containing more than 90 per 

cent. of Cotton:-

(i) grey piecegoods (excluding bordered grey chadars, dhuties, 

saris and scarves) :-

Of British Manufacture 

Not of British Manufacture 

20 p.c. ad valorem 

or 3 y, as. per lb. 

whichever is higher. 

50 p.c. ad valorem 

or 5 y.( as. per lb. 

whichever is higher. 

(ii) Cotton piecegoods and fabrics not otherwise specified:-

Of British manufacture 

Not of British manufacture 

20 

50 

p.c. ad valorem. 

p.c. " .. 
• In accordance with the recommendations of the Special Tariff Board 

R,. ort. 1936. 

'Government of India Commerce Department Notification:

Dated 1st April, 1937. 

(]) In exercise of the power conferred by section 19 of the 
St Customs Act. 1878 (VIII of 1878). the Governor-General in 
C, .eil is pleased to prohibit the bringing into British India by Se.1 
Or . land of goods liable to duty under item Ko. 49 (1) (b) of the 
Fi. Schedule to the Indian Tariff Act, 1934 (XXXII of 1934), and 

,2) In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (I) of 
Sfr 'n 4 of the Indian Tariff Act, 1934 (XXXII of 1934). the 
Go rnor-General in Council is pleased to increase the duty chargeable 
Un,' . the First Schedule to the said Act on the articles speeificd in 
the "nexed table to the extent set forth therein. 
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Article, with number 
of entry in the First 
Schedule under which 

i8 (I) 

(b) 

chargeable. 

1 
Fabrics. not 
otherwise sped· 
fled. containing 
morc than 90 
per cent. of 
artificial sUk
not of British 
manufacture. 

48(5) Fabrics, not 
otherwise speci
fied. containing 
not more than 
10 per cent. sUk 
but more than 
10 per cent. and 
not morc than 
90 per cent. 
artificial silk. 

(a) containing 50 
per cent. or 
more cotton.....

(ii) not of British 
manufacture. 

(b) 

(ii ) 

containing n 0 

cotton or con
taining less than 
50 per cent. 
cotton-
not of British 
manufacture. 

Present rate of duty 
chargeable under the 

Indian Tariff Act. 
(up to the 31st March 

1937) . 

2 

50 per cent ad valorem 
or i annas per sq. 
yard. whichever is 
higher. 

50 per cent ad valorem 
QI 3~-4 annas per 
sq. yard whichever 
is higher. 

50 per cent ad--valorcm 
or -1 annas p.::r sq. 
yard. whichever is 
higher. 

Increased rate of du r 
with effect from st 

AprU, 1937. 

3 

50 per cent ad valor III 

or 5 annas per q 
yard. whichevcJ i~ 
higher. 

50 per cent ad valo ~m 
or i annas pCt .q. 
yard. whichevt: is 
higher. 

.J 

., 
50 per cent ad val, 'm 

or 5 annas per q 
yard, whichcv( is 
higher. 

'I'he first notification prohibits the import into India of fents 11 Ie 
of silk or artificial silk or silk or artificial silk mixtures. while the S~\ nd 
rai.'YCs the level of duties payabl~ on perfect artificial silk piet'eg' d:; 
and on artificial silk mixture goods imported from foreign coun1 ::s. 

Dy Xotification Xo. 3D-Customs, dated the 1st May, 193i,he 
Government of India, in the Finance Department, (Central Revet: ,~) 
prohibited the bringing into British India of imports of fents lial: to 
duty under item 49 (1) (a) oi the first schedule, which were Il ,\I' 

fadUl'ed in Japan and were shippeu from Japan on or after 1st .\ ,ril, 
1937, unless they are covered by a certificate issued by or on beho' i 0; 
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KRUPP 

WATER TUBE BOILERS 
Manufactured in exact Accordance with 

The INDIAN BOILER REGULATIONS 

Invite our Quotation before you buy 

Krupp Indian Trading Co., Ltd. 
( Illcorporated in Germany) 

BOMBAY 
P. O. Box 660 

CALCUTTA 
P. O. Box 2163 
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STEAM 
STEAM 
DIESEL 

JHDDII 

TURBINES 
ENGINES 
ENGINES 

ELECTRIC PLANTS 
ELECTRIC MOTORS 
ROLLING MILLS 

COMPLETE 

BOILER HOUSE EQUIPMENTS, 
COAL HANDLING PLANTS, ETC. 

SHOD" (INDI") LTD. 
BOMBAY LIFE BLDG. 

P'HOE~ODE't'H1~7 
CHITTARANoJAN AVENUE 

P. O. Box No. 2377 
CALCUTTA 
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,~ 
~(~ 
CI)D~."(,,,~ 
COLe ~~ "I! 
'000,", <~.""'.VE" 
tic" _, .... t "'CI""!$ 
"l"~'K' Qr ,. ... c.. ... A 

Every time you pU 
low grade cables you 
number of RISKS-Th 
deteriorate rapid I 
might leak, they 
altogether. 

When the so 
little more m;~~·~/j not eco-
nomy be Speciry 
Henley C. M. cables and 
cut out RIS 
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:-GUARDIAN-OFINIniswORK-il-A GLANCi---: 
f First Policy iuued on: 3rd November 1934 I 
I (As on 31-12-1937 I. I 
! T(.tal Proposal" Business Security deposited 'I 
I secured. Completed. with Govt. of India, 
, Over RUPEES ONE Ovu RUPEES ONE j 
/ CRORE & FORTY CRORE & TEN RUPEES TWO I 
I lAKHS. LAKHS. LAKHS. I -- -- -- -- -- --- -- -- I 

The business done by the Company-only a child of three f years-is a Vnique Record in the whole of India. J 
f The reosons for this unparalled success are: I 
t Attractive Schemes-Low Rates of Premium-Sound Manage- , 
t ment-Good Treatment and Lucrative Remuneration to its 
I Worker. I 
( Full particulars regarding assurances and regarding Agencies J 
~ can he had "'lthout the least obligation on apphcation, I 
I either to the Head Office of the" Company or to Mr. A. N. 
, Gupta, Branch Secretary of the Company at No. 1 

Mangoe Lane, Calcutta. 

: The Guardian of India I N. NARAYANAN 
f INSURANCE co., LTD. 

,_::e~c:!!j:~~::~~~:s,-~ ___ ~an~e: __ ~, 
(~-~~~~~~~~-~~~~~~~-~----------~- ...... ; 
( ; ( SUPPORT INDIAN INDUSTRY ; 
( By using 

I 
\ 1 ) Dhakeswari Cotton Mills Products ( 
I , 

\ 
I 
\ 
I 
\ 

~ 
) 
\ 
I 
) 
\ 
I , 
( 
I 
) 

Manned by 3000 Bengalees, 

Manufacturers of 

DHUTIES. SARlES. TWILLS, LONG CLOTHS Etc. 

with own yarns up to 1208 

And 

SUPPORTERS OF COTTAGE INDUSTRY 
By 

supplying Superfine and Hosiery yarns 
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:h, Department of Commerce and Industry, Japan, autlio, ising 'xpurt 
til Ildia. 

Text of Indo-Japanese Protocol of 1937 
(Effective till 31st March, 1940) 

Indo-lapanese Protocol of 1934 and 1937 

After prolonged negotiations between tbe Government of India 
,c: the representatives from tbe Government Df Japan, the draft Pro-
,,, .1 was signed at Simla Dn tbe 12th April, 1937. It is to remain in 
i" e till 31st March, 1940. In tbe main, the terms Df the new Protocol 
;~r',' :-iubstantially similar to those of the expiring Protocol. A c0111lf1ari-

is made in the follDwing table of tbe figures Df impDrt qUDta of 
.iJ. tHeSe piecegoods and the export quota of Indian raw cotton to 
.J:I ,n, according to the 1934, and the 1937 PrDtDcDls:-

3. 

The basic quota Df Japanese CDtton 
.Jiecegoods to be exported to India 
11 the piecegoods year (viz., April 

.. 0 March) shall be 

nd it shall be linked witb 
d Indian raw cotton exported to 
apan in the corresponding cotton 
ear \ viz., J annary to December). 
n case the export of Indian raw 
'ltton to Japan in any cotton year 
'lQuld exceed 1,000,000 bales, the 
uota Df Japanese cotton piece

.<luds for the corresponding pi:ece
'.lods year shall be determined by 
'\(reasing the above basic quota at 
'c rate of 1,500,000 yards to every 
Iditional 10,000 bales, provided 
,at quota should in no case 
·:ceed 
piecegDDds year shall be divided 

,:0 two hali-yearly periods the 
5t half-yearly period running 
,m tbe 1 st April to 30th 

.ptember and the serond half
.Irly periDd frDm tbe 1st 

1934 1937 

Protocol 
( Including 

Burma) 

(Yds.) 
325,000,000 

(Bales) 
1,000,000 

(Yds.) 
400,000,000 

Protocol 
(Excluding 

Burma) 

(Yds.) 
283,000,000 

(Bales) 
1 ,000 ,()()() 

(Yds.) 
358,000,000 
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October to 31st March of the 
following year, the quota for the 
first half-yearly period shall be ... 
and a transfer from the quota 
for the first half-yearly period to 
the quota for the second haH
yearly period shall be permitted up 
to a maximum of 

4. The quota of cotton piecegoods 
shall be classified into the follow-
ing categories in conformity with 
the following percentages:

plain greys 
Coloured and others 

This category is divided in the 
following manner under the new 
Agreement :-

Plain greys 
Bordered greys 
Bleached (white) goods 
Printed goods 
Other Coloured ( dyed or 
woven) goods 

S. The 1937 Agreement also stipulates 
that the quota is exclusive of cotton 
fents, j,e., bona fide remnants not 
exceeding four yards in length, 
and that the quantity of cotton 
fents imported from Japan into 
India in any cotton pieccgoods year 
shall not exceed 8.95 million yards, 
the Government of India agreeing 
that customs duties on cotton fents 
shall not (xc-eed 35 per cent. ad 
'l,·(!lorcm. 

(Yds.) 
200,000,000 

20,000,000 
1934 

Protocol 
( Including 

Burma) 

45 per cent. 
34 per cent. 

(Yds.) 
179,000.' ;XI 

25,000.' I() 

1937 

Protocol 
(Exclurlit: 

Burma) 

40 per , :J\ 

13 " 
10 " 
20 " 

17 " 

For various other tables, refer to the follO\\"Ing page,. 

M. P. GANDHI. 
30, Puddupukur Road, Calcutta. 

Dated 18th June, 1938. 
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T HE cost of the electrical installation of 

a mill is a very small proportion of the total 

costs. A break-down in any part of the elec

trical installation may involve losses in produc

tion to the extent of several lakhs of rupees. 

Moral, use only the -best and minimise your 

risk of break-down and consequent losses • 

• 

Specialists in Electrical Contracting. 
Agents for Ferranti's Power Transformers. 

Meters and Instruments. 

CALLENDER'S CABLE & CONSTRUCTION 
C,ompany Limited 

Bombay, Calcutta, M.dras. Lahore, Delhi, Ahmedabad. 
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Kesoram Cotton Mills 
LIMITED 

USE KESORAM CLOTH 
AND 

Pr-omote development of indigenouB 
concerns. 

Excellent designs of Cloth 
AT MODERATE PRICES. 

Managing Agents: 

BIRLA BROS. L TO. 
8, Royal Exchange Place, 

CALCUTTA 
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• 

Demand Tata Steel 

Bars, Structurals, Plates, Rails. i 

Specify 
"Tiscrom", production of which, on a 
commercial scale by us, renders India 
independent of foreign supply of High 

Tensile Structural Steel. 

Bay 
Tata's Galvanized Corrugated Sheets 
Thousands of Tons are sold and are In 

constant demand throghout the length 
and breadth of India. 

THE 

I 

I 
'I 

II 

'I 
'i 

,:i 

i 
II 

II 
Ii 

tlATA IRON & STEEL I: 

Company, Limited 

100, Clive Street 
CALCUTTA. 

I 

II 

-.~'.a====================~ .. " 
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For Cotton Mills. 

IN cotton mills employing ring spin

ning machines, our three-phase com
mutator motors of special construction 
for this service provide an ideal 
solution of the driving problem. By 
the provision of automatic regulation, 
considerably increased production can 
be obtained on any spinning machine. 
The excellent construction of our 
motors and apparatus is demonstrated 
by hundreds of equipments supplied 
to spinning mills. 

Get in touch with our expert •. 

ASEA ELECTRIC LTD. 
(lDtorporated in Enrl.nd. Liallility of Members Limited.) 

P. O. Box No. 941, 

BOMBAY. 

P. O. Box No. 194, 

CALCUTTA. 



THE 
Indian Cotton Textile Industry

(1938 Annual) 

(A Review of the Industry in India, 1937-38) 

Introductory 

I ' will be very useful for a proper under<tanding and appreciation 
of the conoition and prospects of the Cotton Textile Industry
the largest and most typical Indian industry--<1uring the rear 

ICJ 7-38 and of its plare in the !\ational Economy of India, 11 we 
hl'.:n with a brief resume of the virissitucle!i of the cotton mill industry 
111 ndia from the date of its estahlishment.* 

Colton Mills in Pre-War Pcriod. 

As early as 1818, the first Colton mill was estahlished at Fort 
Gi ,teT near Calcutta, hut the real development of the l'otton mills 
Ot' .he modern joint stock basis dates in this country from 
l~ when the Bombay Spinning anci v\leaving l\litl was eSlablish
<<I t Bombay, This was followed by other mills in Bomhay ami 
,\1 ledabad. These mills declared such large dividends that mo,," 
ar more rapital and enterprise were drawn to the industry, and 
tu' .. rds the end of the last century, we han no less than 156 mil1s with 
a i "I nominal capital of Rs, 14,19,00,000 and equipped with a total 
'0 ,Iement of 36.600 looms and 4,046,100 spindles. The Swadcshi 
1111 .'ment of 1906-10 g;we a great impetus to the cic'V-elopmcnt of the 
rot. '11 mill industry in this country, and by 1914, the nU111Ler had 
1nrased to 239 with a total nominal capital of Rs. 20,00,14,000 in 
fUl ': stock and £200,000 in sterling stock, and equipped with a total 
,'01 ,Iement of 9O,26R looms and 6,20R,75R spindles, 

-- - ,-, - - -- --- .----~~-~,~ 

'For a detailed history, vide The Indian Cotton Textile Industry_ 
193' Annual. 
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Position During the Creal War 

On the eve of the Great \VaT, India was recognised as the fOll ·,ll 
greatest cotton ma.nufacturing country of the \",'orld. Restriction III 

Imports from the belligerent countries enahled the industry to nI h
much headway during the war period, and for a time the indu: n 
experienced unprecedented prosperity, so much so that round aL III 

the ("losing years of the ' ... ·ar the industry earned average profit:- ()\ 
about 30 per cent. 

Abolition of Excise Duty in 1926 

But troubles were brewing ahead for the industry. The mel'. :ll' 

of foreign competition witnessed immediately after the Great \ :Ir 

caused such a slump in the industry that it had to seck assistance i \ III 

the Government. The assistam:e given in 1925 by suspension a ~rI 

("onsiderable a~itation by the .\lillowners, of the excise duty of 
per cent. ad valorem on all goods manufactured in Indian mills, i; '1ll 

1st October, 1925 and its total abolition In 1926 did not V It' 

adequate. * The Japanese were determined to mak"'C a hid fur ile 
J ndian market, and so they reduced the prices of Japancse good· II." 

the level of reduction effected in the price of lndian goods by :It' 

abolition of the excise duty. The Industry had therefore to (·k 
help again from the Government. 

The First Tariff Board 

In compliance with the rt'presentations of the Industry, !lr 
Government of India appointed the first 'I'-extile Tariff Board \ th 
Mr. (now Sir) Frank "oyce as Chairman, in June, 1926. Its le';Il> 

of reference were as follows: 

1. To investigate the condition of th-e 
in India, \vith special reference 
Bombay and Ahmedabad; 

cotton textile in(ir r.1 

to the industry III 

2. To examine the causes of the depression in the industn IIJ 

to rcport whether they arc of a temporary or perm:1: ,"1\[ 

character; 

3. In particular, to consider whether, and if so, to what ex:·nl. 
the depre~sion is due to the competition of other COUll' Ie" 

in the home and export trade; 

"For a detailed history of the: excise duty. its effects and ,he 
agitation for its abolition, see pages 70, 71. 108, 109 etc. of The Ir. ian 
Cotton Textile Industry-I937 Annual. 
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4. To report whether, having regard (i) to the fact that the 
industry has long been firmly e::;tablishcd in I ndia, and 
(ii) to the interests of the consumer and to al1 other 
interests affected-

(a) the industry is in need of protection, and 

(b) if so, in what form and for what period, protection 
should be given; and 

S. To make any recommendations that are germane to the 
subject. 

The Board recommended a general increase in import duty as a 
:t:;ure of protection to the Industry, but the Government having 
·ncd that there was no case for same, took no action on the matter. 
i~ resulted in a country-wide agitation. I\Ieanwhile, the Japanese 

c· npetition became keener and keener. And at last to satisfy puhlic 
I, :1110n on the subject, the Government of India in- August, 1927 

'ided to levy a specific duty of 10 annas per lb. on all imported yarn, 
\' less the value was in excess of Rs. 1-14 in which case the duty was 
J' \l,d at 5 per cent. ad valorem. This arrangement was to remain in 
i ','e till 31st March, 1930. 

Revised Duties on Picccgoods 

An increase in duty on yarn only, helped the industry to some 
l' 'ent. But as a measure of full relief it was of little help as the 

)anese competition was day by day becoming much more fien:er. So 
, Industry again represented to the GO\"crnmcnt for help, and in July, 
~l). 1lr. G. S. Hardy, I.e.s., was appointed to examine the possibil1ty 
..;ubstituting the system of specific duties in place of the ad 'l'alorc»t 
l'ssmenl of cotton piecegooos. He was also asked to investigate, 

,I lIng other things, "what changes have taken place since the Tariff 
,uti reported, in the volume of imports, classes of goods imported 

il. 1 the extent and severity of external competition with the products 
:he Indian mills." 

After the publication of his report, several conferences took place 
seen th~ Government of j ndia and the representatives of the textile 

11 lIstry, and as a sequel to all this, the revenue duty on ptecegoods 
\1 ,raised from 11 to 15 per cenL ad valorem in April, 1930, coupled 
\1 '1 an additional (protective) duty of 5 per ccnt. on all cotton piece
!-! .lis imported from countries other than U. K. with a minimum 
,; 'ific duty of 30 annaS per lb. on plain grey goods whether manu' 

,ured in the U. K. or elsewhere. 
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Second Textile Tariff Board. 

But when increasing the duty frum 11 to 15 per cent. the Gow !l. 

ment uf India made it clear that it was dictated by C'()nsideration~ 11 

revenue alone, and that the additional prntcctive duty was meant mer I: 
to provide a shelter under which the ('ott on textile industry espc;ci; 1.\ 
in Rombay might be able to fe-organise itsc1 f. By the two Finance A I

of ~Iarch and September, 1931 the revenue duty was further increa d 
to 25 and 31)~ per cent. on U. K. and Foreign goods respecti\ 1\ 
with a minimum specific duty of 4~ t\nn<lS per lb. whether maml' l" 
tured in the U. K. or elsewhere. Hut even this increased duty fa . .] 
to afford the industry the relief that it sorcly wanted against extt" I;\; 

competition. 

Terms of Reference 

For, the continuous depreciation of the Y-en since December, I' "\1. 
brought about such a heavy fan in the prices of Japanese goods ",1 
the products of the Indian Industry could not stand against, 'ch 
competitIon. Seeing the plight of the industry and in response t~ it, 

repeated representations, the Government of J ndia appointed in A ,'il. 
1932, the second Textile Tariff Board under the chairmanship of D 
Matthai fur an immediate enquiry. 

Its terms of reference were as follows: 

1. Whether the claim of the Indian cotton textile industr t" 
protection has been established; 

2. If the claim is found to be establishtd, in what form pr 'c
tion should be given and to what extent. 

3. If it is proposed that protection should be given by nm' 

of import duties-

(a) whether the same rate of protection is required a~ 'n,' 
the competition of goods manufactured in the I' 'ittl 
Kingdom <l.S against the competition of goods Il, ntl
factured elsewhere; and 

(b) what rates of duty are recommended m respect of ,
( 1) cotton piecegoods; 

(2) piecegoods made wholly or partly of artificial sill. ,tn,1 

(3) cotton twist and yarn, according as they are Inti-

factured-

A·--In the United Kingdom. 

B-EIst:where. 
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Countrywide Protest 

The tenns of reference evoked the strongest protest all over the 
", ntry on the ground that there appeared to be no pret'edent of this 
:1< racter in references to the Tariff Board of various industries for 
'I' uiry into the grant of protection. It was thought that such 
rt" rided terms of referent--e would prejudice the rase of the r ndian 
inl 'lstry against foreign competition either from the United Kingdum 
'" 'rom any other country, Even the Cotton Industry Protection Act 
"j ] 930 imposed a differential rate of duty by which goods 
" ,ing from the United Kingdom had to pay lower rates of dllties 
til. " piecegoods from other countries. This element of discrimination 
", (cd the strongest opposition in the Legislative Assembly and there 
\I'," practical unanimity with regard to the question of adeq~lately 

r:ecting the industry against foreign competition either from U, K. 
Ilr "rom Japan. 

Supplementary References 

Shortly after the appointment of the Tariff Board the situation 
fa" 'Ig the industry grew so serious, as a result of the fall in Rupee-Yen 
ex 'lOge and the mnsequent fall in the prices of Japanese piecegoods, 
1m ,rts of which also increased at such an alarrning rate, that the 
Gil -rnment of fndia had to take immediate action to save the industry, 
b\ ierring the question to the Tariff Hoard, which they had previously 
'fI, . ituted, asking them to undertake an immediate enquiry with the 
inl ,\<ing terms of reference:-

1'0 report whether cotton piecegoo<is not of British manufactUre 
An ,eing iml'orted into British ] ndia at such a prlt"'e as i:; likely to 
Tel 'r ineffective the protection intended to be afforded by the dut" 
lin, .-erl on such artides under Part V II of the Second Schedule ~f 
the 'I"ian Tariff Act, 1894, oy the Cotton Textile Industry (Protee
tim Act, 1930, to similar articles manufactured in India; and, if so, 
tu I 'lsider-

(0) to what extent, if any, the duty on cotton piecegoods not 
of British manufacture should be increased and whether 
in respect of all cotton piecegoods not of British manu
facture or in <respect of cotton piecegoods, plain grey only 
or of cotton piecegoods, others, only; . 

(b) whether the duty should be increased generally, or in 
respect of such articles when imported from or manu
factured in any country or countries specified; and 
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(c) for what period any additional protection found t" he 
required should be given. 

Tariff Board Findings 

The Tariff Hoard reported in August. 1932 to the effect that lh. 
depreciation of JapaIlese currency since the beginning of 1932 :;\I! 

led to a remarkable increase in the imports of picC'egoods from J: I:m 

at very low prices and that additional assistance should be given Ci Il'r 

in the form of a system by which the tariff values of picregoods 11 ~h; 
he adjusted to ",'ounteract the effect of the depreciated cxchang,,-, (If 

by raising the ad valorem duty on cotton pieccgoods from 31y.l 1r .;0 
per eent. The Tariff Board also pointed out that Japan was the. ,,;. 
country whose currency was so depreciated as to endanger the seL .11(: 

of protection for the Indian industry, and that the low prices at \\ !,'!1 

Japanese goods were being imported were such a menace that,;n j,,: 

the Indo-Japanese Trade Convention of 19(}.1. denarred the Governr ~nl 

from raising the duty upon goods of Japanese origin alone, Ill' 
in(,reased duty should be applied to all goods not of British mane !t'. 

ture. The Government of India ,H.'cepted the Tariff Board's fin' n~ 

of facts, and they took power under section 3 (5) of the Tariff \Ct. 

to alter the specific duty on plain grey goods as well as the ad 'Z'alr: 'III 

dut),. and clirerted that until 31st March. 1933. the duty on all pi ,r' 
goods not of British manufacture should be raised from 310 per l nt 
to 50 per cent, ad 'ua[oTt'm, the minimum specifIc duty on plain ~ -r' 
goods from countries other than C. K, being raised from 4% al :a:, 
to 5 i4 annas a lb. 

Anti-flumping ;\leasures 

Btlt by the time the ad valorem duty had ('orne into operal In. 

the Yen had further deprel'iated, and in order to meet the voeif!.:' lI' 

demands of the industry, the Government of India int'reased \' 111 
effet.'t from 7th June, 1933, the import duty on colton pieceg( li~ 
imported from the countries other than l'.K., from 50 per ('cnt. Id 
7-,olort'm to 75 per cent. ad 'l'a/orcm, and the minimum specific duty i III 

5~~ anna~ per lb. to 6j--j annas per lb. Immediately after the impo~\' ,In 

of the~e emergency duties, the lndo-Japancse Trade Conventior Ili 
19()..t was revuked by the Government of J nuia after giving n( 'C(, 

to Japan. This led to negotiation for a fresh trade agn .. --ement th 
Japan. By the Indo-Japanese Trade Agreement of January, l' ;-1-. 
the duties were again hrought dO\\'n to 50 per rent. ,vith a minil JJl 

specific duty of 5~ anllas per lb. ,,,·hile the import of Japanese Jl" ,'t" 

goods into this country was regulated according to a fixed quota 1il .ed 
with the purchaS'\! by Japan of a specified quantity of Indian raw CO\·n 
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.\t: 'tout the same time, in October 1933, another pact was concluded 
will' Lancashire (known as the Mody-Lees Pact) which was tu remain 
111 i ree till 31st December, 1935, by which import duties on yarns and 
)lie, ~oods manufactured in C.K., v.'ere to be favourably reviewed, on 
,-uIl·,deration of Lancashire's promise to extem\ the usc of Indian 
r;l\\ ,'otton in Great Britain.* Immediately after the Mody-Lces Pact, 
lhe ,ancashire interests a~itated for an Indo-British Trade Agreement 
,IT\! I '>ought to reduce the import duty on u.K. pieccgoods in Imlia. 
Th· I ndo- British Trade Agreement was concluded by the Government 
IJl mlia on the 9th January, 1935, against the \vishes of the entire 
,'ill. nercial community and the public in India. 

Terms of Indo-British Agreement 

Cnder the terms of this Agreement it was conceded that "while 
jlf" t:ction to an Indian industry against imports of whatever origin 
'11,'" Le necessary in the interests of the cconomk well-heing of India, 
lh, l'onditiuns within industries in India, in the Cnited Kingdom and 
III :Ilreign countries may Le such that an Indian industry requires a 
hi~ ,~r level of protectiun against fureign goods than against imvurts 
I)f ,,-"nitcd Kingdom origin." The Government of India further 
UE atook "that the measure of protet,tion to he afforded shall be only 
'II lUch as, and no more than, will equate prices of imported goods 
to :;lir selling prices fur similar goods vroduced in India, and that 
\\i <~ver po~siblc having regard to the provisiuns of this article, lower 
r;1 .:-; of duty \vill be imposed on goods of Cnited Kingdom origin." 
J.!' ,ther clause stipulated "'when the question of the grant of suhs/an
ti;: protection to an Indian industry is referred for enquiry to a Tariff 

B, rd, the Government of Indio 1,·il/ offord full op/'ortuni/y 10 any 

1" [stry cuncerned in the United Kil1gdom~ to Jta/e its t'Gse and to 

tIll ','cr the case preSt'nted b:y tilt' other interested partit'S," (Italics 

,ii' ,). The Government of India further undertook that "in the eyent 

u! .ny radical change in the conditions affecting protected industries 
Ju ng the (urrency of the period of protection, they will Oil the re(luest 

of I is ,Majesty's Government or of their own motion, cause an enquiry 

trJ ,~made as to the appropriateness of the existing duties," These 

I\'l' " preposterous (oncessions unheard of anY\\'here else in the world, 

Th.s the Government of India in direct violation of public feeling 

lUI luded an agreement which was it negation of the Fisfal Autonomy 

\..\ \"ention and which vI,'as calculated to hamper the growth of indigen

Ill] lIlrlustries in the country. 

·For a fuller discussion, see page 130-133. Indian Cotton Textile 
Inc ;try Annual for 1937. 
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Special Textile Tariff Board 

The Indo-British Trade Agreement was turned down by the In':or 
Legislative Assemhly in March, 1935, but the Government of 11 !I" 
paid no heed to the verdict of the Assembly and of the publi, :.; 
large, and stuck to the Agreement. What is more, in Septem ,.'r. 

1935, they appointed a Special Tariff Board under the presidenc\ '>I 

Sir Alexander Murray. . 

Its terms of referen"" were as follows:-

" To recommend on a review of present conditions and in ht 
light of the experience of the effectiveness of the exi •. !l, 
duties the level of the duties necessary to afford adeq; ,tc 

protection to the Indian Cotton Textile Industry ag" ,,,: 
imports from the United Kingdom of (a) Cutton pi .T· 

goods, (b) cotton yarn ( c) fabrics of artificial silk,,,,: 
(d) mixture fabrics of cotton and artificial silk. Iii 
adequate protection is meant duties which wi11 equatt :ht' 
prices of imported goods to the fair selling price:; j'IT 

similar goods produced in India. 

In the course of this enquiry, the Board will give a full 0P. Jr. 

tunity to the Cotton Textile I noustry, whether in I" Ii:, 
or the United Kingdom, to present its case and, if 11, 6-

sary, to answer the cases presented by other inten led 
parties. 

The Board will not be required to make any recommendati,,!., in 
respect of revenue duties." 

Government's Concern for Lanco:ihire 

These terms of reference met with a churus uf disappl ~-at 

throughout the cuuntry. The commercial community and the I' Jlic 
were greatly disappointed at the restrit,tive nature of the term III 

refercm .. "e which did not give a free hand to the Tariff Board in 111;\ In!.; 

their recommendations after a detailed review of the then ex! In:.! 

conditions in the Indian Cotton Textile Industry. It waS stare,l Ira! 

the deciSions of the Tariff Board had already been prejudiced h. the 
Government of India and that the terms of reference were nl ,: I!~;': 

short of a peremptory direction to them to make their recommend; .,J1~ 

according to the notions of the Government, irrespective of the ('. <:'l'b 

of such a proposal on the fortunes of the I ndian Cotton '1', .tik 
Industry. As regards the question of allowing foreign textile inL ..:;;b 

. to present their case before the Indian Tariff Board it is hardly 1 c'e\" 

sary to say that it is on the face of it absurd how in any schet: ; oi 
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pr\' ('etion to an indigenous industry, foreign interests like Lanc.ashire 
,"ut In manufacturers coutd lrc allowed to put fOr\\-";tnl their case for 

CUl- ,ideration without detriment to the cause of the Indian inciu:->try. 
II"~,; it to be assumed that the interests of the Indian Cotton Textile 
tn' .btry and the United Kingdom Textile Industry \ ... ·ere identical and 
cu- '\tensive? Or again was it reasonable that the Lancashire in(ltlslry, 
11'1, h was in a highly developed ami efficient state, should be entitl~d 
[O! " certain amount of indirect protection in the Indian market in the 
~h: 'e of preferential rales of duty on her textile goods at tile expense 
IJi :lC indigenous industry? But all protests WI.!TC like cries in the 
\\-j\ ,t:rncss, and the Government of India, presumably undl:r dictation 
in:".) Whitehall, did not budge from their position. l.anca~hire 

il11' ,'Csts once again triumphed, as they have always by their persistent 
agi.' tion. 

Tariff Board's Recommendations Accepted 

The Tariff Board submitted their report in March, 1936 hut it> 
pu: rcation was delayed till June, 1936. The Boarel recommcnded 
til, (1) the duty on plain grey goods imported from the U,l';', "as 
to ',e reduced from 25 per cent. ad valorem (or 4;hi annas ]Jcr II>, 
\\'h: lcver was higher) to 20 per cent. ad valorem or 3.0 anna:; per lb. 
wil, :,cver was higher; (ii) the duty un bordered greys (i,o" cha(ttrs. 
Jhl ',ies, sarees and scarves), bleached goods and coloured g()ods {t..'x
du 'lg prints) should be reduced from 25 per cent. to 20 per <'ent, 
ad .dorem; (iii) the duty on yarns of counts above 50s, was to he 
j F':- cent. ad valorem and that on counts 50s. and below 5 per l:t'tlt. 

ad , lorem or 1)4 annas per lb., \vhichever was higher. As regards 
1\tl1 on other goods, the Board came to the conclusion that the 
t:Xl~ 19 level of duties would afford adequate protection to the Indian 
mir The Government of India immediately accepted these reC01l1-

me! .lions without consulting the Indian Lt~gislature, and the 

red~ ion of 5 per cent. duty was hrought into force fron~ the 25th 
of J le, 1936. 

In ; 

ctlth, 

l'On~' 

\ss\ 

"i tl ,h. \ 
Intli: 

hese recommendations were already anticipated by the puhlic 
~ country and there was therefore no cau~e for surpri~e, 
:~h there was for regret and disappointment. The Illos1 

,hing feature was the almost indec'Cnt haste with which Ih6(, 

"'1endations were given effect to by the Government without 

,ing either commercial opinion or the Indian Lcgi:;latin~ 
:,ly. There is even now an impression among a large section 
Indian textile industry that the l\lody-l,ees Part defJl1itely paved 
. for Lancashire indu~try to get a preferential treatment in the 
:narket. What is more, Lanrashirc is still agitating for further 

2 
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astounding concessions and preferences in the Indian market, and hi~ 
is the main reason for the delay in concluding the Indo-British T'-)(k 
Agreement which has been now under negotiation for the last l::rt't' 

years. 

The Ottawa Agreement of 1932 Denounced. 

The genesis of the Indo-British Trade Agreement, now inhr 
melting pot, lay in the Ottawa Agreement which was concluded at 
Ottawa bel ween India and the Cnited Kingdom in 1932 and \\ Ie-h 
raised a storm of protest all over the country. On 30th March, 1 36 
the Indian Legislative Assembly turned down by a resolution* .hi: 
Ottawa Agreement and its sequel, the Indo-British Trade Agreet ~'m 

to which we referred in a prCyiOllS paragraph. The AssembJy J'ifl 

resolved that the Government of India should conclude bi-Iateral I .de 

agreements with all those countries with which India had a chane' If) 

expand her trade. 

Indo-British Trade Negotiations of 1936-37 

The Government of India gave notice on 13th l\Iay, 193C to 
His Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom for the termin;~ on 
of the Otta" .. :a Agreement in accordance with \'Vhkh the pact \\-'.1:-; :m 
to expire on 13th November, ]936. The Government of India ~~IJ 

announced that as a first step in the conduct of the Indo-British T .II, 
Negotiations, preliminary proposals would be prepared both by .he 
United Kingdom and India and thereafter they would be exchaJ1 ,.r!. 
It was further stated that in the preparation of their prelimi; I:-y 

proposals the Government of J ndia would associate with themseh ,_'; ;1 

panel of unofficial advisers, representative of commerce, industry· nd 
agriculture in Iodi;},. Another communique announced that "he 
following gentlemen would constitute the panel of unofficial ad,; ," 
to the Government of India:-

Sir Pursholamdas Thakurdas, KT., C.I.E., M.B.E. 

Mr. G. D. Hirla, 

Mr. Kasturbhai Lalbhai, 

Sardar Datar Singh, 
-~::--- --_ . 

• .. This Assembly recommends to the Governor-General in COt ,--il 
that the Ottawa Agreement. dated the 20th August, 1932. be termin ,d 
without delay and a notice of denunciation be given in terms of A-:' .Je 
14 thereof. The Assembly further recommends that the Governt 'nt 
of India should immediately examine the trend of trade of India " th 
various other important countries and the United Kingdom and investi . lte 
the possibility of entering into such bilateral trade treaties with ti.,:11, 
whenever and wherever possible to bring about the expansion of ex, 1rt 
trade of India in those markets and submit such treaty or treaties .or 
the approval of this Assembly." 
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Nawabzada Liaquat Ali Khan, 

Dr. P. Subbarayan, 

Sir Edward Benthall, KT., 

11 

In a later communique issued by the Government of lndia, it 

\\-a "tated that in view of the fact that the negotiations were now in 
pr\ Jess between His Majesty's Government in the Cnited Kingdom 
;1I1' 1he Government of India for the conclusion of a Trade Agree-
1m in replacement of that conc1uded at Ottawa in 1932 and which 
W;' ,lue to terminate on ~ovember 13, 1936, it has been agreed hy 

tilt' two Governments pending conrlusion of a new agreement that 
rlv.' 1932 agreement should continue in force subject to termination at 
[h" c months' notice by either side, unless it was replaced uy a new 
a.~' -cment. It was further agreed that in the event of a failure of 
til: conclusion of a new agreement neither party shall withdraw the 
t':\. -·.ing preferences without prior consultation with the other party. 
T' . unofficial advisers met in September, 1936, in order to examine 
tl:,' proposals sent by the Board of Trade in England. It was freely 
n:\<'"ioned in authoritative circles and in the press that the general 
\ i\.·. which prevailed with the unofficial advisers was that the British 
tr; \' proposals were pitched up too high and no useful purpose WQuid 
I;c ·cTved by considering them in that form and at that stage. It , ... as 
thdore decided to adjourn the conference till the British Board of 
1', .Je's proposals were received by way of reply. It was stated that 
\\.1. _·n they met at Delhi in December 1936, a unanimous note was 
aJ, , signed by the unofficial advisers including Sir Edward Benthall, 
:iJ~:. in that note some fundamental principles were laid down, which 
sJ: lIld be accepted by the U. K. Government before proceeding with 
it: rher negotiations. Vv'e understand that these fundamental principles 
h:. '-: been found acceptable, but it remains to be seen what concrete 
p: ! ll)sals are made by the U. K. Government for preferences, having 
re' lrd to the interest of India, which will no doubt be realously 
g\' ,njed by non-official advisers. To us, it appears that concerted 
eli· ·ris are being made in U. K. for a reduction of duties on Lancashire 
~,., ·Is in India, in which alorre U. K. is at present vitally interested. 
Ir· have no doubt whatever that the un-official advisers will radically 
0:' ,se all such proposals, in the interest of the preservation of the 
CI un Textile Industry which stands in need of protection of at least 
20 'ICT cent. against U. K. piecegoods in accordance with the findings 
of <1(' Tariff Board. In this connection it 111ust not be forgotten that 
an· promise for consumption of a large quantity of Indian cotton in 
the l:. K. market constitutes no sound reason for conferring any 
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preferential treatment to the imports of pieregoods from U. K. in Ill' 
Indian market, for cotton will continue tu be bought by industriali ',:.1 
coutltries, which do not favour imposition of duti~s on raw mater; l~ 

and again they will du so, only so long as they find it profitable, ; 'ld 
not out of sentimental reaSons. The least that is necessary i 
gllarantt:~ by Lancashire for the offtake of a stipulated quantity 0) 

Indian colton, in order to improve the position of the cotton-gro\ '.:r. 
who has lost his previous markets elsc\vhcrc. * 

We also f'eel that the agriculturists' interest will ultimately III' 
better protected by the expansion of the indigenous industry, wi \:\1 
should he ahle in (DUrSe of time to consume more cotton and eX1 q-: 
cotton pie,-~gnods. than by relying on such purchases in smaJl qu:, IIi· 

tics of our raw cotton, particularly of long-staple which we ourSt I't" 

edll utilise, by countries like the U. K. 

We will refer to this in a later paragraph in connection \' itll 
the visit of the Lancashire delegation to India for further negotiati. 'n~. 
in 11ay 1938. 

Statistical Progress of the Industry from 1926-27 to 1937-::8 

It would be of interest 10 skelch here the growth of the In,,,,, 
Cotton Texlile Induslry from 1926-2710 1937-38. The fol1owin~ 'bl, 
gives the aIlIlual production of yarn in Indian Mills from 1926-2 t" 
1936-37, and for Ihe nine months ended December 1937:-

Counts. 
] to ".?() 

21 to :;0 
:0 to 40 
Ahove 40 
WaF;t~s 

Total 

Connts. 

\ to :?o 
:!1 to 30 
31 to 40 
Ahove 40 
\Vastes 

Total 

Yarn Spun in Indian Mills 

(Millions of lbs,) 

1026-27 192i-:?& 19~8-29 ]9293-{) 

515.(;8 49H~) 38'2,03 4!J:I.:IH 

248.'1I 26:l.07 213.01 271.82 
27.66 :n.7() :17.49 46.37 
11."1 11.14 ]0.0:; 15.2S 

3.!l4 6.17 5.73 6.71 
.. _--_ .. 

i«)7.12 808.94 f48.~ 8.1:1.56 

Itl3'2-:I:J 19:,'Fl4 19;'4-35 1935-36 

. \!l'JA E47.5 5";:~ 2 594.1 

~75 254.8 282.3 287.6 

77.2 75.8 95.5 112.0 
: 6.6 37.4 4:1.9 58 .. i 

5.7 56 5.8 6.0 

\016.4 9211 WOO.7 100il2 
,--- --

·For the growth of particular qualities of cotton. 
Appendix B: 

]030-31 HW - ;1 

513,74 :J(;~.l~ 

259.6~1 2t..,l' :16 

00.75 '(1 !'17 

2731 :; , I) 

5.79 'I 

R07.28 91;1 J1 

1936-3'7 
]0:, : .... 

ApI.· ~rl' . 

5\12.0 '1-1 

268.8 :2"() 

123.0 J. :.0 
61.R 
8.4 9 

1054.0 , '.n 

export. etc" -id, 
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It will be seen that as compared with 1926-27, the figures for 
I'· '6-37 show increased production of nearly 247 million Ibs. or just 
u!lcr 30 per cent. 1'here has been only a sligbt increase in the 
pr·;uuction of yarns of counts 305. and below, whereas in yarns of 
l''' ,nts above 30s. the production increased from 38 million lbs. to 
"I ,ut 184 million Ibs. Indeed the increase in the production of finer 
"."nts of yarn is a noteworthy feature of the industry during all the 
",'l's from 1926-27 to 1936-37. This shows that while the Indian 
!l~;lls are increasingly taking to spinning finer counts of yarn, in the 
k':er counts the position has remained more or less stationary during 
lb' period covered by the table. It will also be noted that the 
pe'centage increase of the total production of yarn in 1936-37 as 
c, ·!tpared with that of 1932-33 has been about 4 per cent. whereas in 
C< ., nts abo'll! 30s. the increase has been nearly 80 per cenl. 

Imports of Yarn. 

Turning to a consideration of the imports of yarn into this 
',"'ntry we find that the imports of yarn from all countries during 
1'·~G·27 totalled 49.42 million lbs. In 1929-30 the imports were only 
~.c.'S million Ibs. In 1930-31 they feU precipitously to 29.14 million 
11,· There was a slight rise to 31.58 million lbs. in 1931-32. The 
p' ition of imports since 1932-33 is given in the table below: 

Imports of Yarn Into India 

(In Millions of Ibs.) 

Counts 1932-33 19~3-3-l 193-l-35 1935-36 19~&-37 1937·:J8 

,'1:'.. 1 to 20 0.9 0.3 0.4 0.2 0.3 } 2.7 
21 to 40 ... 22.0 15.0 9.2 14.9 5.3 

.'. ~)oye 40s 6.4 5.7 SA 8.7 8.5 :1.2 
'I ,\ 0 folds & Doubles 158 11.0 160 20.7 14.4 12.3 

Total 45.1 32.0 34.0 <4.5 28.5 18.2 

Tn 1935-36 the imports were 44.57 million Ibs., in 1936-37, 28.52 
"" iun Ibs. and in 1937-38 they dropped to 21.9 million Ibs. only. 
TI' , imports of yarn into this country in recent years have gone dO\'l1l 

COt istently. It will be apparent from the figures of production quoted 
abo e, that the fall is due to the headway made by the indigenous 
mi: in the production of counts between 215. and 305. during all these 
ye;: s. 

The figures of the value of imports were Ro. 3,71 lakhs in 1935-36, 
R, ":,55 lakhs in 1936-37 and.Rs. 2,50 lakhs in 1937-38. 
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Production of Piecegoods 

Coming to the production of piecegoods by the indigenous :"ill, 
we find a progressive increase in production during this period. Tht 
following table gives the annual production of piecegoods in Il',:iall 
lIlills from 1926-27 to 1936-37 and for the nine months cod,,: 

December 1937. 

Production of Piecegoods in Mills 

(In Millions of Yards) 

Year. Grey and Coloured Total 
bleached piecegoods piecegood: 

1926-27 1577.2 681.5 2258.7 
1927-28 1675.0 681.6 2356.6 
1928-29 1409.6 483.7 1893.3 
1929-30 1814.9 604.1 2419.0 
1930-31 2003.5 557.6 2561.1 
1931-32 2311.1 678.8 2989.0 
1932-33 2423.3 746.9 3170,2 
1933-34 2265.1 680.1 2945,2 
1934-35 2641.6 755.8 3397.-1 
1935-36 2773.4 797.8 3571.3 
1936-37 2761.7 810.2 3571.9 
1937-38 (ApI. to Dec.) 2354.0 676.1 3030.2 

It ,rill be seen from the figures given above that the total inerl;l::;e 
in the productiun uf piecegoods in Indian !\[ills in 1936-37 work;.u' 
at over 80 per ccnt. as compared \'lfith 1926-27, and as compare~ to 
1932-33, the increase works out at about 12 pcr cent. 

Imports of Piecegoods into India 

As against this progressive increase in the production of pil.~·e

goods by the Indian 11ills, we find a precipitous fall in the iIll!" i'" 
of piecegoods in this country over the same period. Thus the illll,··fb 

of piecegoods into India from all countries during the four years i· Jill 

1926-27 to 1929-30 respectively amounted to 1788 million yards, I 'i3 
million yards, 1937 million yards and 1919 million yards. There \.;1' 

a steep fall in 1930-3\ and 1931-32 tu 890 million yards and ,76 
million yards-to which several causes are attributable such a~ ;bc 
slump in world trade, the revival of Swadeshi sentiment in l' li.1 
etc. The imports again rose to I!93 million yards in 1932-33 01:' :lly 
caused by the heavy importation of Japanese piecegoods into 11 ,;i. 
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,[uri .'; the year, on account of the depreciation of the Yen. There 
, steep fall in imports to 7fIJ million yards in 1933-34 and 
gh in 1934-35 and 1935-36 they rose to 943 million yards and 

').\(' ,II1ion yards respectively, in 1936-37 they again showed a decline 
,,] i" million yards and in 1937-38 the imports diminished still further 

to :', J million yards, 

ihe table giV'en below will give the imports of piecegoods into 
1n<.1: ~ (luring the past six years according to qualities: 

Imports of Piecegoods in India 

(In Millions of yards) 

1932-:1.1 19:13-:-W 19a4-3!) 193!>-35 1935-37 1937-38 

Gre)' (Unbleached) 217 140 178 212 } 261 133 
n",iered Grey 138 90 119 120 

\\',;;\0 (Unbleached) 413 262 285 263 219 202 

Pr :,led Goods 237 140 200 218 

f282 
Dj ,I Goods 148 102 127 103 255 

Cv:,ured Woven Goods 40 26 34 30 

Tu: ,I piecegoods 1193 7fIJ 943 946 764 590 

The fan in imports is due to the increased production of Indian 
~Il '. and hand looms. The differences in classification of indigenous 
pfl uction of piccegoods, and of the imported piecegoods mak--e it 
fa,' ,'r difficult to institute comparison of the various descriptiuns of 
In, ·m mills' production with those of imported ones. 

The value of the import of piecegoods was Rs. 16 erores In 

19" '36, Rs. 13 crores in 1936-37 and Rs. II crores in 1937-38. 

Exports of Picccgoods from India 

The exports of Pietegoods from India hav'C been on the decline, 
rig' up to the year 1935-36. During the last two years, however, 
Int', , has' been able to increase its exports to a considerable extent. 
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The following tahle will show the quantity of piecegoods expu 'td 
during the last few years: 

War Average 1929·:lO 1~:1().:1l 1931·3! 19:12.: 

(I n thousand yards) 

Cotton Piece goods : 
Grey 74,576 15,043 9,796 8/10.% 4,6ft.' 
White ],475 1,199 399 267 35' 
Coloured ~.:l77 117,1S4 ~7,520 9;,784 61,4(>2 

-- -------------

Total 1,5G,42H 1,:1.1,42t} 97,715 1,()4,f~~6 66,44:..' 

1933-34 J934-35 1935·:16 1936-37 1937':1-
Colton Pi ecegood s : 

Grey 4,165 6,150 8,867 2:1,2'.!9 9O,:l41 

White 292 534 1,R23 4,fM 15,7(1 ~ 

Coloured 52,004- 50,809 61,060 7~,76:l J ,35,211 
-------- - ---------------- ----

Tolal 56,461 57,69:1 71,250 1,0l,G36 2,41,25;) 

The value of the exports of piecego~ds from India during 'he 
last three years is given below, as it wiH be of interest:-

Value 

1935-36 

Rs. 

20,294,908 

1936-37 

Rs. 

26,328,120 

1937·. 

Rs. 

65,032._ "q 

India used to have a large marl..."'et for yarn in China and a CO! -i
derable market for piecegoods in Africa and other countries of Ie 
Near East. The Chinese market for yarn was lost during- the G; ,ll 

War and a large proportion of the market for piecegoods was ~t 

fTOm 1918 to 1929. The chief reason for the loss of the pieceg-. [, 
market was of course the incursion of Japan. Since 1933-34 we h t: 

been able to gain our markets outside India. Althoug-h our t,li 
-exports constitute a very small proportion of the total India produft; ,1, 

their importance is not negligible so far as the Mills in Romn.'lY j"(' 

concerned, The recovery of export markets has been mainly at . ,e 
expense of Japan. The following table shows the share of Bom ,y 
in the tolal exports of piecegoods from India: 

1935·36 1936-37 1937-' . 
yards yards yard 

llombay 48,612,437 71,027,865 179,702. l6 

Total of India 71,250,465 101,635,767 241,255. ~o 
-~ ------ ------------ -----

• Includes Exports to Burma. 
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Exports of Y orn 

['he exports of Cotton Twist and Yarn have greatly fallen <.luring 
lht ;15t few years hut during the year 1937-38 the export of yafn 

[1:(- \"'Cd a great fIllip. The figures of the export of yarn frum Inrlia 

ior 'he last three years are given in the following table: 

Export of Twist alld Varn from India 

1935-36 1936-37 1937-38* 
1bs. Ibs. los. 

9" "tity 9,668,170 12,137,095 40,12~,355 

Rs. Rs. }{s. 

v; Ie 4,694,357 5,861,540 20,253,627 

The share of Bombay in the export of yarn is shm."n 10 the 
j(l' ,wing table: 

1935-36 1936-37 1937-38 
1bs. Ihs. Ihs 

nl Ihay 9,161,123 11,195,347 28,092.900 
.\1 India 9,668,170 12,137,O'J5 40,124,355 

During th-c year 1937-38 there was a ronsiderahlc increase in the 
ex )ft of yarn from Madras. 

The Present Position of the Industry 

Let us now review the progress of the mill industry in the year 
If. J. Acconling to the Statement of the ~1 illowllcrs' Association 
f. lhe year ended the 31st August, 1937 thc tot<11 nUlllher of colton 
Tl\' ,.., working in India was 370 having an aggregate rOlllplement oi 
'(; -.1 ,000 spindles ami 197,000 looms, :-md the ;:l\~ri1ge numher of hi1nns 
t'll ·Ioyen in the induit'7}· daily was 417,000, The quantity of i.'cttOTl 

<" -umed by the Tndian ~Iills was 31,46,000 Lales of 392 Ihs. each. 
'1', indit:ate the dcvelopment of the Industry in the p(jst-war jloeriod. 
lh c figures may be compared with those of 1914 as done in the 
i. ,wing table: 

No. 

~Iills 

Spindles 
J.ooms 

Hands employed 
Cotton Consumed· 

1914 

271 
6,77R,g% 

104,179 
260,276 

2,143,126 

1937 

370 
9,731.000 

197,000 
417,000 

3,146,000 

(*In I>ales of 392 Ibs. cach) 

• Includes exports to Burma. 

3 

Percentage of 
im'rea",e 

36.5 
43.S 
89.0 
60.2 
46.8 
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But if we are to judge the progress of the Indian Cotton ~ ,Ii 
ImJustry from the point of view of the average Ilumher oi spin, ~.~ 

and looms per mill, it will ue Seen that the ind\.1~try has made \ n 
littl-e progress in the post-war peri oct. The following table WII Id 
illustrate this point;-

1914 1937 Percenl:_..,'"( 
of variat .1\ 

Average Spindles per !\Iill 25,014 26,300 + 5.1 

.. Looms per mill 383 532;;' +36.5 

.. Spindles per Loom 65 54;-S -16.9 

Survey of the Industry in 1937-38 

The Indian Cotton Textile Industry which suffered considera II 
during the period of <1cpression extending over seven ),cars,* appea d 
to have turned the corner during the latter half of 1936 ami witnessl 

satisfactory progress and remarkahle recovery in the year }l) -

During th'C year 1937-38, both internal and externa.l factors \\' '(' 
conducive to its steady progress_ The most significant internal fal' Jr 
was the steady increase in the mill production which attained a rel" ,1 
of nearly 4,000 million yards of doth, There was a rise in commo(: \ 
pril'es during 1936, and this resulted in a steady expansion of . It' 
indigenous demand fOT piecego()(b. The average prices realized ,r 
piecegoo(ls in 1937 were slightly higher than in 1936, while the Pi C 

of raw cotton ruled low throughout the year. 

As far as the internal market was concerned, Indian m 1_'; 

(onsolidated their position conSi(\eTahly. Japanese imports WI-I;' 

chet'ked by State action in subjecting them to a quota under the IIlI ,

Japanese Trade Agreem-ent of 1937. Besides this, imports of pil-

'It While the Bombay Textile Industry shows a decline during , (> 

last ten years. Ahmedabad presents a different picture. As compa j 
with 1926-27, the number of mills in Bombay decreased from 83 to 6(: n 
1936·37. The number of spindles and looms also decreased from 34, 
826 and 7'1.515 to 28.89.509 and 66.753 respectively. The approxim , 
quality of cotton consumed also fell from 9,91.500 bales to 8.28.18i b, 
and the average number of persons. employed also fell from 151.398 
109,-179. In Ahmedabad, however. there has been a notable increasl n 
all th~se matters. The number oE mills increased hom 66 to 81; spine 
and looms increased from 1.102.918 and 30.721 to 1.976,370 , J 
i8,833. respectively, the quantity of cotton consumed hom 300.560 b<-; 
to 192,H6 bales. and the average number of persons employed daily fr 11 

56,011 to 7-1.032. Generally speaking. there has been. however. a ra: J 
expansion of the industry. especially in Woven goods, Bombay COl 

nuousty losing ground and Ahmedabad steadily gaining ground. '1 (' 
position of the Bombay and Ahmedabad industry in relation to the wh, t: 

of India is shown in a table in the succeeding pages. 



1938 ANNUAL 19 

~(' ·1:-; from the 1. ~T1ited Kingdom ~uffered a natural decline-the 

If!' ,rts from U. K. having- been consistently on the downgrade sinle 

10'1-32. 

Th'e political uncertainties in must cuuntries of the \\lorld 'lssisted, 
r;li l.T than retarded, the output of cotton pieccgoo<is in 1 ndia. The 
J;~ lnest' war with China also affected Japan's ahility to export as 
in :y as fonnerly owing to freig-ht and exchan!-,"C difficulties, atld the 
0: lrts of cotton pieceg()ods from I nelia rec.."Cived a fillip due partly 
t(1 ~l(, Loycott, quota restriction anel higher tariffs imposed by I.:ertain 
('I ,Iltri'es on Japanese goous, and partly to the increased efficiency of 

[11, luction in Bombay.* 

Diminish,d Prospects Ahead 

Till the end (If 1937, Indian mills had a very healthy stock 
rl ·,tinn and orders for future deliveries were hooked 10 a fair 
to' ~·nt. S'everal mills in Bombay and Ahmedabad as also in other 
~, In:s Ilk"C Cawuporc worked dOUble shift, and the disposal of their 

!I' '"cased prr)(IUl'1iDIl wa...- facilitated to some extent by the revi\a! in the 
i.", ·ort trade. Generally speaking, it can be stated that during the year 
l' 7, the Indian Textile J\lills made good progress, and the time can 
h,. ,aid to have come when the mills shuuld consolidate their position 
II '1 the suhstantial profits \\ihich a bulk of them, at any rate, afC 

1< 1)' to make. While thus the prospects of the Industry in 1938 
:L! ,(.'ar to be favourabloe if there is no major catastrophe In the 
p' llieal sphere, and if the strikes now in existence are 
I" r before long and those apprehended do not occur, the Imlustry 
i\ i:-;--and rightly-th;J.t these prospects \vould be greatly diminished 
II 1lg' to the recommendations made hy the Textile Labour 
E Jlllry Committee appointed by the Government of Homuay 
t(, enquire into the afIairs of the industry with authority to 
11 i,C interim recommendations regarding an increase in w;lges. 
T, Committee has already submitted an interim report recommending 
a' increase in the rates of wages in the Mill Industry in Bombay and 
.l'lledabad, imposing on it an additional burden of wages calculated at 
~·er cent. for Ahmedahad, 11.9 per cent. for Bombay and 14.3 per 
('< It. for Sholapur. The Mill Industry in Bombay and Ahmedabad 
h" accepted these interim recolllmendations, although it has stated 
tli the wage increase recommended is unjustified. In the words of 
tl Chairman of the Bombay ~lill(J\\,l1ers' Association, the industry 
a. I.'pted the!::o"C recommendations, as it was generally agreed by the 

·Vide Bombay Textile Labour Inquiry Committee's Report, 1938, 
p'.e 16. 
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Bombay I\lillowners' Association and the Ahmedabad Millown,.,· 
Association that their acceptance for the time being was the (. ,Ir 

practiral course in view of the terms of the Government's Resolut· n. 

The alternative would have been to face industrial troubles througl lI' 

the Presidency, particularly when the weight of Government SUP] 

had been thro\'w'n in the scale on the side of Labour. This being ,lie 
position, the two Associations recommendcd to the general boo) (I] 

members to pay wages at the increased scale recommended in :hc 
Report of the Textile Labour Enquiry Committee. It was deri \,1 
to give effect to these recommendations as from the 1st of Febn '1"\ 

1938, which \\'as the date fixed by the Government, even thougl 11 

entailed a considerable amount of trouble in working out the incrt';~ v_' 

It was observed by the Chairman of the Bombay ~I illo\\') I.' 

Association in the COUrse of his speech delivered at the Annual Gel" ral 
1I-leeting of the Millowners' Association, Bombay, on the 18th 1\1 rcl1 

1938, that: "As regards the future all that can be stated is thai the 
maintenance of the new scale of wages will entirely depend on th( 

capacity of the lndustry to pay and that in view of the prospeci "I 

additions to our cost of production arising from the Governm t tlt'~ 

announced programme in regard to sickness insurance and ( her 
matters, it is problematical how long the new scale can be ker' in 
existence." 

Lessening of Japanese Competition. 

During the year, the Indian Industry also introduced methol,' 01 

rationalization with a view to increase efficiency and to reduce l :'t

The henefits of these improvements started accruing to (he intI· -tr,\ 

during 1937 when due to the operation of several fortuitous fac:or5-. 
it had respite for a time from external competition. 

The first of these fortuitous factors was the partial eliminati,,, 01 

effective Japanese competition from the lndian markeL Earlier i th' 
year the Indo-Japanese Trade Agreement had been ratified, by" liel' 
the Indian quota of the imporb of pieccgoo<is frorn Japan was ~xel~ 

at 283 million yards (as compared with 325 million yards of the :'re
vious protocol, the reduction being effected on account of the seI ~atr 

Burmese quota) linked with the Japa""se quota of the offta!' 01 

Indian raw cotton at a million bales (the same as before). As E'nn, 
had ceased to be since April I, 1937 an integral part of the I! .Ii,n 
Empire, a separate Agreement had to be made with Burma by , hidl 
the Burmese quota of the imports of piecegoods from Japan wa~ 'xe(~ 

at 42 million yards coupled with the Japanese quota of the offt;, , 01 

Burmese raw cotton at 65,000 bal~s. But during the year Japan ,uld 
not make full use of the quotas on account of various factors fi :.lled 
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til l:cr own financial and military policies.* It i~ a matter of common 
kll' wledge that it was mainly the devaluation of the Japanese currency 
!II enabled her to gain ground in the Indian Empire, Dut the 
'.11; 'late pegging of the Yen to an artificial level put h~r to great 
,Ii.-, (lvantage in maintaining the position of her currency on the inter
nal mal exchanges. The Japanese exporters were further put to 
t!"I"L-,t disadvantages oy the adoption by the Japanese Government of a 
I-i,:" ~ant system of exchanf:,re control ami export restrictions. This 
r~li ,,<I the export prices of Japanese goods in the world markets, and 
'(It: 'l'quent!y the exports of Japanese l'iercgoods were greatly furtailc\L 
()n rile top of all this came the Sino-Japanese conflict in Eastern Asia, 
\d ,·h necessitated the mohilisation of Japanese industrial organisation 
HI! the purposes of making armament goods. The boycott of Japanese 
('" Is in China diverted for a moment a heavy shipment of Japanese 
lIlt · .. :;;oods to India, but later on it was found increasingly diffil...'ult for 
J;q ,ill to consign piccegoods in large volume to India. 

Impurtation uf Fents Restricted 

The revision of the Indo-Japanese Trade Agreement in 1937 also 
\,11 .,\1 certain loopholes in the fortner agreement, notably the one 
fe, ing to fents. The imports of fents from Japan which had been 
«11 one minion yards for all sorts in 1933-34 rose to 37 million yards 
,n, all sorts (which included 23 million yards of only cotton fents 
hel \\' 4 yards in length) in 1934-35. This very substantial increase in 
rht 1lll'ortatLon af fents has now oeen checked, as under the new agree
)11\ the importation in one year of cotton fcnts not exceeding 4 yards 
III llg-th, has been limited to a maximum of 8.95 million yards. 

Lancashire's Inability to Compete 

The virtual elimination of Japanese competition afforded both to 
thl' ! J1(iian industry and LanGlShirl' grand opportunities for regaining 
~TII '11(1:-; in the Indian market. But LaI1(;;tshire could not seize it, as 
the :'rice factor was such that she could not tut down prices in th'e 
Inl: til market in competition with the lower prices of the Indian 
pr!.' 'letS. Further, articles like dyed and printed voiles which were 
at I' ~'e time specialities of Lancashire were also being manufactured 
and .,old at competitive prices by the Indian mills. 

Imports on the Decline 

i )ue to the op'eration of the above fortuitous factors imports of 
pIt'\'. ,:,.:-oo(ls into lndia during the year fell down con:-;idrrahly. The 

·.'\s the book is being printed off. (June 1938) an announcement 
has en made by Japan to the effect that she will make full use of the 
quot for cotton. 
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total imports during the year were to the tune of 62.0 million yar· 
('ompareo with 835.3 miilifHl yards in 1936 and 980.8 million yar 
1935. The imports ui piecegoods into British India month by n 11\1 

during tl1e last seven calendar years are shown in the tahle below: 

AI ani illy imports 0/ Picctgoods into British lndia 

(III lIIif/ioliS of ?lanbl 

1\[ONTUS 1!l31 19:12 193:1 19:14 19:15 19:16 100 

January 69 • _.0 ,2.8 9~.7 6?O fJ3.2 02.0 66.' 
February 4ftf) 1;1.4 ~~.5 ;};).6 7?9 OO.1i 4~. 

March 67.8 7:\.7 1m.S 99.1 111.9 892 5n.' 

April 72.0 9-2.7 RH.7 90.4 110.1 86.3 5~. 

May 55.3 86.6 86.9 6:1.5 1032 66.6 4~.' 

June 72.n 11:?7 70.7 59.:~ 53.1 66.1 2!!. 

July 71.8 122.9 66.:> t52.:~ 58.9 65.9 :n.:-' 
August 64.5 I ;{I.:I 64.9 '/4.1 78.5 58.8 32. ' 

SelHember 67.2 12:1.7 55.4 8),5 7:1.9 65.1 42.~· 

October 65,4 922 5:t.::, 9.1.8 82.1 6.~.2 74., 
Noyember 4g.5 07..1 47.5 -;H.5 88.8 65.:1 "' . ",' 
December 4fi.9 84.1) 44.1 59.5 55.H 56.2 46. 

Total 741.J l1G;),:~ 854.0 882.u 9SO.S 835.:1 5U'J, 

Expallding Productio" of Ihe India II Mills 

In vicw uf all this, the Indian textile industry during 1937 h. j ~\ 
special opportunity for expanding its production. This win he app" ('nl 

from the figures of prodw,-,tioll for the past six calendar years 5h, \\-n 
in the table given below: 

MOllthly ProdttctiOfl 0/ Picccfloods ill India 

(III millioll~ 0/ yards) 

MONTHS 19J:! l!):n J9:14 19.15 1936 11);); 

January 249.2 2tn.5 243.2 299.9 294.1 31,.'-

February 2f51.Z 236.1 24,.0 2~:I.O 289.9 292.1 

)larch 271.:) 2;8.3 259.:1 277.2 21J2.8 :il(I.-_' 

April 251.9 214.7 :!44.6 2~flA aoJ.:! 3:?;l.~ , 

~lay :?41.4 2302 :!:H.O 300.0 ~l!7.9 :J27 .. 
June :'!~J.4 2:~7 .J. 2-1-5.5 28!.O ;)OJ.4 32O,'. 

July 2ti3.'1 2J5,G 277.5 2\.13.H ~98.3 :l2~'.'. 

Augu!;t :!8:i.!J 24ti.5 2&~.8 2'J~.7 :!i8.U ;J2~ .~ 

September :l7i.3 241.4 ~t)7.1 '1H'.L 2132.4J a·H. 
Oetober :!Ii.S.:j :!4:,A :H:J.:? :'!8'i.O :?ti.).~1 :l5(i.' 

Noyember :1Hl.ti :!51.0 :lOlA JijJ.-J 2.0.4 321.~ 

Decemuer :!9~,.n 277..1 :llIA :n)u :t.?:3.0 :-:;73. 

Total :I.20~.H '!,!JH/) :1,')86.0 3,541),5 ;~,5:t?.5 :-1,947.", 
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t will be seen from the above that the production of the Indian 
"It'.! mills witnessed consid>crab1e increase during 1937. The 
.rtH ldion in 1937 of 3,9-1-7 Jllillion yards compares ycry f;l\'ourahl~' 

,lit! ),532 milJion yards in 1936 ami 3,5-t6 million yard~ in 1935. In 
thl words, production of the lndian mills during the year inuea:,ed 
'\ I·.i per cent. as compared with the figure for 1936 and 11.3 per 
"" as compared with the figure for 1935. 

Increased Exports During the Year 

rhis increase in the production of the Indan O1i1l5 was due not 
!ltr. iy to the reduction of Japanese competition in the horne market 
Inli 0 Lancashire's inability to compete su('Ccssfully here, but al~o to 
ht: "lcTeased demand for Indian goods from abroad. For:t was not 
m:-' 1y irom the home market that the Japancse competition dis
:Pl _:lred. In some of India's former markets where latterly she had 
'J dd the palm to Japan, Japanese exports of piecegoods diminished 
!'fc l1y during the year, and India was able to make larger shiplllent~ 
,j 'l'cegoods to countries like Iraq, Strait·Setticments, Bahrein 
'I . .[5, Aden, Egypt, East Africa, Burmah etc. This heavy demand 

tur ,he products of the Indian mil1~ both in the home and the external 
n,t ,;eis compelled the mills to resort to double and in some cases eW;1l 

If '-c-hle shifts of woddng. 

Industry's Numerical Strength During the Year. 

The resort to double and treule shiit working cnabled the industry 
(), 'pe with the increased demand for cloth without any addition to its 
:qt ;ltl1cnt and machinery. At the end of 1937 over 50 per cent. of the 
III .,:-> in the Bombay 1\lills were operating double shift. The Annual 
\11 ~tateJllent issued IJY the BOJllbay J\lillowners' Association for tt-Je 
1\" ended 31st August 1937 reveals that the total number of equipped 
'nl in India on that date was 370 as against 379 on th~ Jist AUKust 
I~ The reduction was mainly due to the fact that the names of 
ill! having less than 50 looms were exdutled, OIlt of 370 mills in 
lhl Duntry 3S were partly or completely idle, of these 5 were located 
III e Bombay City or Island amI \0 in Ahmedahad. Thus the tutal 
JIll: iJer of mills in the Bombay Presidency decreased from 65 to 60. 
Th. number of Mills in Ahme,labad decreased by 3. During the year 
the was no change in the number of mills in Central Provinces, 
I!e T', Rajputana and the United Provinces, while the number of 1\lill5 
1n . :ngal increased by 2, in the Punjab by one and in Madras by 2. 

I'he total number of equipped mills in Bengal during the rear was 
26 ,against 24 during the ycar 1936. 
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Number of Ptople Employed 

The number of operatives employed daily on day shi ft Wor 111:, 

in the year 1937, was approximately 417,000 as against 418,000 i, ill< 

year 1936. 

Spindle and Loom Activity During 193i 

During the year (ended August 31, 1937) the industry cons""·,, 
17 573,000 candies of 784 Ibs. of cotton which is approximately the ~ lh 

as the consumption last year. The average number of spindles \\ 'rk· 
ing daily during the year was 8,441,000 out uf a total uj 9,731 Il~' 

erected. Last year, the corresponding figures were 8,50-t-,OOO WOl n:~ 

out of a total of 9,857,000 erected. Of the 200,000 looms efeete( JII 

average of 177,000 were \\ ... orking daily during the year. This J:ll

pares with the figure of 178,000 wurking daily in the previous yeal 11Ii 

of a total uf 200,000. In Bomoay City ami Island ol1ly 2,32- ~II 

spindles and 59,000 looms were wDrking regularly. Exdu:-;ive of \ '}~t: 

quoted here, are, however, the figures of spindle and 100m act. ·it)" 

during night shi ft work~ng. 

Paid"up Capital 

The total paid up capital of the Industry on the 31st August, "3, 
amounted to Rs. 39,82,00,000. 

Better Profit ~f Ihe Mills 

It was indeed a lucky coincidence that at a time when the delL LllJ 

for Indian textile goods was increasing, the industry was able tu 51..' If.: 

raw material at a very low cost owing to the lJhenomenal urop iT; lhr 
prices of raw cutton t for instance" Broach" cotton fell in price i ')Ill 

Rs. 260 tu Rs. 160 per Laic during the year), although the pri,'" <1i 

Viccc-,!Somls during the year rcmained more or less steady. Thi~ en. It'd 
the industry to make a better margin uf profit, and it is expected 1:1: 
most of the mills will sho\ .. ' bctter \-\lurking results and declare l, ier 
dividends fur the year 1937. 

Labour Situation During the Year 

One serious blot in the rosy picture of the condition of the tf :i1t" 
industry during- 1937 was the serious labour troubles that occtl ,til 

during the year at Ahmedahad, Cawnpore and l\fa<iras. The dis1 tt'~ 

.,:t!ntred round the questiun of workmens' wages, and 1Il :ch 
case there \\-"ere either sporadic or prolonged strikes and lock·outs. .\1 

the very beginning oi the year ]937, the disputes at Ahmedabad l.'rL' 

entrusted fur arbitration to l\Iahatma Gandhi as representative ('I :hc 
Labour Association and to Seth Kasturbhai talbhai as represen1 '\t: 

of the hlillowners' Association. Hut they having failed to agree al ,ng 
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:he! selves on the subject and having submitted disagreeing reports, 
;hl.: latter was left for decision to an umpire in the person of 
~l! ~O\'ind :\ladgavkar, a former judge of the Bombay High Court. 
In :e Report that he submitted early in February 1937, Sir Govind 
Ill' ted the l\lillowncrs' case for the imposition of an all round 
peT ~ntage ('ut in mi1l-hands' earnings and accepted the mill-hands' plea 
lOr he introduction of wages on a uniform standard as envisaged in 
,he ,lelhi Agreement of 1935. Although Sir GO\'ind rejected the 
ill\: wners' casc, his decision on the point waS agrecd to by the 
Illl 'Woers and as a sequel to this the strikes ended and lockouts were 

Iril drawn. 

Bombay Textile Labour Inquiry! Committa. 

But the activity in trade union circles led to reuudesccnce of 
tn' :lles, and in October, 1937, the Government of Bombay appointed a 
C, mittee to hold an inquiry into the question of the adequacy of 
w;, ... s and kindred matters in connection with the textile industry in 
th, province. The Committee consisted of I\lessrs. Jairamdas 
D;. 'atram (Chairman), Vaikunth L. "-Iehta, D. R. Gadgil and S. A. 
Dl , .. i, and were advised on tcrhnical malters by four Associate 
;11, .bers namely, Messrs. Sakarlal Balabhai, S. D. Saklatvala, K. K. 
D, ,i and R. A. Khedgikar, all members of the Bombay Legislative 
.-\~ ,mbly. ~-tr. S. R. Deshpande, Assistam Commissioner of Labour, 
HI 'bay, acted as S'enetary to the Committee. 

Committee's Terms of Reft.~rence 

The terms of reference which the Committee were asked to 
co, ·ider were: 

L To examine the wages paid to workers having regard to the 
hv.· ":oi, efficiency and conditions of the work in the various centres of 
the ~extile industry in the Province, to enquire, in this regard, intn 
1111 ~dequacy or inadequacy of the wages earned in relation to a Ihiing 
w<: . standard and, if they are found in any occupation, centre or unit 
oi "H~ industry to be inadequate, to enquire into and report upon the 
ret' ,ns therefor, and to make recommendations regarding: 

(0) the establishment of a minimum wage, 

(b) the measures which the employers, the employees and 
Government should take to improve the wage level, 

(e) the remuneration of workers engaged on night shift, and 
the regulation of night shiit work, 

(d) standardisation of wages and musters, and, 

(c) the methods of automatic adjustment of wages in future. 

4 
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2. To report whether in view of the present conditions of l\' 

industry an immediate increase in wages can be given in any aecu ci _ 

tion, c-entre or unit of the industry, pending the conclusion of 1~ 

Committee's work and the preparation of its report and to m;' '...:t' 

recommendations in this behalf. 

3. To report on any matters germane to the above. 

The Committee sat for public enquiry in December and t, lk 
evidence from witnesses representing both the millowners and ht: 
wage-earners. 

Interim Report of the Inquiry Committee 

The Committee submitted an interim report, covering 104 pa~ e~. 
early in February 1938. In their report the Committee recomm-en <:\l 
an increase of 9 per cent. in the wages of the mill-hands at Ahmedal ~d. 

of 11.9 per cent. in Bombay and 14.3 per cent. at Sholapur. They Ii,] 

not however recommend a uniform rate of increase for aJl classe: (}! 

labourers. They proposed a sliding scale in which the lower cia -ei 

came in for a higher proportion of increase than the higher. T f\' 

observed: 

"]n view of our findings regarding the "present condition of he 
Industry" and in the light of the conclusions formulated in this chapter. we. 
recommend increases in wages as shown in the following schedule." 

SCHEDULE 
Category of 

Earnings. 
Below Rs. 13-8 

Rate of increase. 

3 annas in the 
Rupee 

Rs. 13-8 and below 
Rs. 15 2Yz annas in the 

Rs. 25 and below 
Rs.35 

Rs. 35 and 
Rs.40 

below 

Rs. 40 and below 
Rs.75 

Rs. 75 and over 

Rupee 
2 annas in the 

Rupee 

1 Yz annas in the 
Rupee 

annas in the 
Rupee 

Nil 

Remarks. 

Provided that no person fallir -1 in 
this category shall receive I 0re 
than Rs. 15-8 as a result of the 
increase. 

Provided that no person falli! 1 in 
this category shall receive more ", lan 
Rs. 28 as a result of the merea 

Provided that no person fallii : in 
this category shall receive more han 
Rs. 39-4 as a result of the iner J.se 

Provid.d that no person L 'ing 
in this category shall receive ore. 
than Rs. 43 as a result or the 
increase. 

Provided that no person faIlL j in 
this category shall receive a in
crease in earnings of less than r ;. 3. 

In order to assess the increase In the \vages bill, as a rest: ~ oi 
the increase recommended by the Committee in the three prl' Ipal 
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n' ~tres of the industry, the Committee have made certain calculations 
(" the basis of the data contained in the Labour Office Wage Census 
K uort of 1934, The Committee find that according to these calcula
tl' :\~, the percentage increase in the annual wages bill as a result of 
If, if recommendations will be, as stated above, 9.0 per cent. for 
.\ medallad, 11.9 per cent. for Bombay and 14.3 per cent. for Sholapur. 
II the opinion of the Committee the " .. -age increase recommended by 
tl~ tl1 1S fair and proper. 

Acceptance of the Recommendations. 

The Government of Bombay accepted the recommendations of the 
C nmittee, and advised the millowners that the proposed increases 
,I uld be introduced with effect on the wages due for the 
n' nth of February or for the last pay period of the month of February, 
iT t.he view of the Government, the conclusions and recommendations 
o !he Committee were made after a sean.·hing enquiry, and were 
" tied to the weight and authority that should be attached to the award 
(L In Indu~trial Court or a Court of Arbitration. Government were, 
tL "efore, of opinion that the recommendations, as they stood, should 
b._ :arried out and accepted both by employers and labour. It is 
~;I ·..:,factory to note that the recommendations have been accepted for 
rl' time being by the 1Iil1owners' Associations of Bombay and 
.\nedabad. 

"A Very Heavy Burden H on the Industry 

But to make their attitude towards the Report quite clear, they 
he ~ an urgent General ~[eeting on the 3rd March 1938 in which the 
u[ ..:rmentioned resolution was passed: 

"Resolved that having carefully considered the Interim report of 
th, Textile Labour Enquiry Committee and Government's Resolution 
thl \.'on, the Association is of opinion that it would fail in its duty to 
tho industry, to the Government, and the Country, if it did not invite 
at~ l}tion to the fact that the Interim Recommendations of the Com
llli ..:e of Inquiry will impose a very heavy uurden on the cotton textile 
111' ::itry of this Province. 

The Association's considered opinion is that the Interim Recom
ml lations for wage increases are unjustified, based, as they hayc been, 
un cssumptions and theories, and hypothetical and problematical 
est ·lates. 

[n these circumstances, the Association authorises the Committee 
to, nsult and take such further joint action with the Ahmedabad 
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?\.lillowners' Association as may be necessary or desirable in connel' l\JJ~ 

with the Interim Report of the Inquiry Committee and any 51 k 

legislation contemplated by the Government of Bombay \\-'hich n~ .;::1' 

impose additional financial burdens on the industry. 

Nevertheless, in vie\\T of Government's Resolution, the Associa It!! 

recommends that the wage increases specified in the Interim Rt 1]"1. 

should be accepted for the time being by members of the AssacIa ,'j]1 

in the Bombay Presidency and be given effect to from the date spec el: 

in the Government Resolution." 

~fil101.i.J1lers' Views 

An identical resolution was also passed by the Ahmedabad ~ ,II, 

owners' Association. It must be observed, however, that the : ][
owners' Associations of Ahmedabad ;md Bombay have not at all ag' ed 
with the recommendations of the Textile Labour Enquiry Comm:, t'.;' 

1n regard to the increase of wages as can be seen from the uttera- I,;'~ 

of the Chairmen of the Bombay Millo\vners' Association and lC 

Ahmedabad 1Iillowners' Association. ~IL Dharamsey ~Iulra; Kh;~ 11. 

Chairman of the Bombay :~\o'lillowners' Association in the course of 1I~ 

speech at the Annual General :Jleeting of the Association held un h" 
18th March 1938 observed that in the short time available to t! t11 

between the submission of the report and the date of the Governn llt 

resolution, the report could not have received that close and deta "t! 
consideration which a oOcllment of this character affecting, as it J, 
the prospects of an industry absolutely vital to the Preside: y, 

demanded, The Chairman also maintained that it was unreason, le 
to say that the recommendations contained in the report, based ncr III 

actual facts and data but on a series of assumptions regarding le 
future trend of raw cotton, cloth etc" were entitled. to the weight III 
authority of the findings of an Industrial Court or a Court of Arbi 'i

tion. What. in short. the Committee of Enquiry say is: 

"\Ve do not accept the figures contained in the Consolid: ·d 
Balan,·e Sheet of the Bombay Cotton '\/ill Industry prepared by " 
~Iillowners' Association and duly audited; w'e do not accept the I 1-

elusions arrived at by preyious Tariff Boards as to what constitute- ·11 

adequate return on capital or an adequate provision for depreciat; j' 

we do not even aCfcpt the proposition that the heavy losses of the ~ ot 

are entitled to be taken into consideration in the framing of the re" 
mendatinns; we do not believe that shareholders should refeive lr 

(,:onsideration; and finally we do not accept the proposition that ar' :..t 
profits must be made before a rise in wages could be given_" 
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"A Blow" at O"r Export Trade 

Proceeding the Chairman said: "Having thus disposed of the 
fat and l'ontentions whi-ch the Industry a(l\'anccd in support of it; 

~'a' the Inquiry Committee then proceeded to enter into the realms 
(li lJ~culative prophecy in regard to the future, and arrived at th~ 
~'iI! usion that the prices of raw cotton were going to remain low, 
lk ~he prices of doth were not going to fall, that although LUn1modity 
pr' ,were falling, demand would not deteriorate, and that taking all 
lh(' theoretical considerations together, the industry \vas likely to 
h:.' an 8 per cenL greater margin in 1938 than in 1937, We may be 
pT .oned for saying that we can hardly be expected to accept these 
l'f': lusions as though th'ey were the findings of an Indu~trial Court! 
T1 ...:ondusions of the Committee already sho,," signs of being fabified, 
:\:- uring the last two months, demand has fallen away, doth prices 
h-,- shown a tendency to decline, and stocks of mamliacture<i goods 
JI" I m the increase. I do not know what consideration was gi\'en :0 
lh effect which the recommendations would ha\"(.~ upon the future 
al ly of the industry to meet internal ami external competition: what 
l. "1 definitely say, however, is that a blow ha5 been dealt at our grow-
1Il. export trade, and that substantial assistance has been gh'en to our 
(1_' petitors in the Indian ~Iarket." 

Prtst'lIt AcCt'ptancc the oJ/ly Practical Course 

"Xaturally, the Committee of the Association gave most anxIOUS 
l'f>' ,ideration as to vt"hat course of action they should auopt in reganl 
(c· '1e Report, but it was generally agreed both by our O\YI1 Association 
;0 by the !dillowners' Assodation, Ahmedabad, that acceptance for 
th lime being was the only practical course, in view of thi.! terms of 
rh. Government Resolution. The alternative would baye been to face 
1Il ]~tria] troubles throughout the Prcsidenry, particularly when the 
\\ .,:-ht of Government support had already been thrown in the scaJe 
0: he side of labour. This being the position, the Committee of tho:: 
:-\ ,)ciation, after consu1tation with the Ahmedabad :"lillowners' Asso
(1 on, recommended the General Rody of :"lembers to pay wages at 
tl: increased scales recommended in the report. It was also decided 
t(, TC effect to these recommendations as hom the month of Fehruary, 
w! -h \vas the time fixed by the Go\'ernment, even though it entailed a 
n. iderable amount of trouble in working out the increases"" 

Continuance Problt'maticai 

"As regards the future, all that can be stated is that the mainten
an of the nev.' scale of wages \-vill entirely depend on the capacity of 
tho ndustry to pay, and that, in view of the prospect of additions to 



30 INDIAN COTTON TEXTILE INDUSTRY 

our cost of production arising from Government's announced I 
gramme in regard to sickness insurance and other matters, it IS 1 
blematical how long \he ne\\' scale can be kept in existence." 

Mr. Sakarlal Dalabhai, lI!. L. A. Chairman of the Ahmed. 
1lillo\\Iners' Association in the course of his presidential address at !1-; 

Annual General :Meeting of the Ahmedabad 1Iillowners' Associa! '11' 

held at Ahmedabad on the 17th March 1938 observed that hope, ,,; 
improvement in the industry were entertained for the future. ft'. 
however, apprehended that there was not much chance of tl- ~<: 

expectations being fulfilled. Regarding the Interim Report of he 
Textile Labour Inquiry Committee he observed that it has been ,i; 
by employers in all centres that the Interim recommendations r~ 

based on arbitrary assumptions and theories and hypothetical '1'! 

and problematical estimates. He also stated that amelioration of lat. ",1: 

conditions e\'en by an increase in wages \vould receive their fun supr 1"1. 

but this should be subject to the capacity oi the Industry to pay. Ie 
felt not only that the data relied on by the Committee did not wari .11\ 

such conclusions, but that it ,,"as based on erroneous premlses, 

Disputes in Other Centres 

In Indore the dispute between the mi1!owners and the labour ", 
happily settled by the arbitration of Sir Suraj Mal Hapna, the P, '" 
Minister of the State. 

Tire Cawnporc Textile Mill Strike 

Immediately after the assumption of office by the Congress 111 ht: 

Cnited PrO\'inces in July 1937, a number of strikes took plact Ii] 

several textile mills in Cawnpore with a view to securing an incf\ ~..: 

in the wages and general improvement in the condition of emploYIl" 1: 
It was also alleged that the policy of the employers in introdu. 1" 

rationalisation and other methods of intensification were responsiblt ,,1' 

increasing unemplcyment among factory labourers in Cawnl' l" 

Allegations were also made that the members and office-bearers of 1',' 

Mazdoor Sabha (Labour Cnion) the only organization of te Ie

workers in Cawnpcrc \yere harassed and victimised by the empi(J. r

with a view to crush Trade C nian activities. On the 5th Augnst, 1 ',. 
the Hon'ble Dr. K. :\. Katju, the ~Jinister for Industries, vi.~ l'_L 

Cawnpore and discussed the demands of the workers with the re 0.:

sentatiYes of labour and Employers' Association which had! l'1; 

tlrought into existence on the 3rd August 1937. Vnfortunate1y, h .r~ 

ever, the negotiations fell through because the employers would !()[ 

agree to recognise the Mazdoor Sabha as the mouth-piece of lab If 
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':'[1 radical section of the Mazdoor Sabha thereupon organized a 
~\": :matic campaign of agitation which resulted in a general strike in 
~'li l~t all the mills of Cawnpore. The Ernployers Association review
t:d heir previous decision on the 6th August, 1937, and agreed to 
,~r; t recognition to the l\Iazdoor Sabha prm'ided all the mills in Cawn-
1)(:' resumed normal work hy the 9th of August, 1937. The workers, 
h., .'\'er, refused to go back to work until all their demands including 
till 'estoralion of cuts in wages had been agreed to by the Employers. 
t', ,lit Govind Vallabh Pant, the Hon'ble Premier of the L'nited Pro
\"\1' (:s, personally intervened in the matter and was successful in bring
:11," :lbout an agreement between the representatives of the Employers' 
\,eiation and the Mazdoor Sabha which provided for the appoint

IllC .t of an Enquiry Committee to go into the demands of labour. 

Ca'U.mpore Labour Enquir)' Committee 

On the 11th of Xovember, 1937, the Government announced the 
al' lintment of the Labour Enquiry Committee to examIne and report 
,n the conditions of life and work of the labourers empolyed in 
I;',' 'JrtCS at Cawnpore, . 

The Committee consisted of: 

1. Sriyut Rajendra Prasad Saheb, Chairman. 

2. Sir Tracy Gavin Jones, 

3. Mr. Harihar I\ath Shastri, 

4. Sriyut Gulzari Lat i\ anda, and 

5. Professor S. K. Rudra, M.A. (Cantab). 

The terms of reference to the Committee were as follows: 

"1. \Vhether wage cuts have taken place direct or indirect, and 
if \vhere and to \vhat extent? 

2. In case any such wage cut is established, 'where there should 
he Ily increase in wages, and if so what? 

3. HovI.' do the pres'cot rates of wages in Cawnpore compare 
\r: those prevailing elsewhere in India ilnd whether, taking also, into 
({, (leration the profits made by the mills and the cost of Jiying ill 
I~';: npore they should be increased and if so, to what extent: 

4. Is it desirable to prescribe any minimum ratc of \"ages fo!' 
JIl\ "lass of labour at Cawnpore and if so, what should such rale be? 

5. \\lhat is the most suitable arrangement for shifts to enable 
a ; dory to continue \II/orking as long as it desires to tlo so \\'ithout 
Un, .Iy inconveniencing the labourers? 
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6. \Vhethcr schemes of rationalisation and intensification 
labour have been, are being or are intended to be introduced, and 
so, on what lines ~ \\'hat are the effects of such schemes on It: 

labourers ~s regards their earnings, health, efficiency etc. 

7. \\'hat abuses, if any, are associated with the present syst 
of supervision, recruiting, suspending and dismissing labourers ct ,.i 
what steps should be taken to remove same? 

8. What days, 1t any, should be observed as holidays I: 

factories in addition to or in Heu of Sundays? 

9. On what terIllS should emergency leave be granted m I !e 
case of (a) piece workers and (b) time-workers? 

10. Are the general conditions of labourers in factories sal 

factory, and what, if any, improvements are needed? 

The Committee will also adjudicate on questions of interpretatl n 
of the terms of settlement arrived at on the 9th August, 1937, as \\ l[ 

as on other matters referred to it by either party during the pcndet \ 
of the inquiry. 

The Director of Industries, Vnited Provinces, is the Secretary 
the Committee. 

The Committee is empowered to co-opt technical advisers \\ 'J 

will not have the power to vote. 

The Committee will please submit its report before the end 
January, 1938. 

The Goyernm~m hopes that the parties concerned , ... ·ill render 
possible assistance to the Committee." 

The terms of reference were supplemented by a letter dated t 

11th ~ovember, 1937, which ran as follows: 

"I am directed to say that it has been suggested to Governmc 
that steps IlIay be taken to introduce wcHare work and to eff\ 
impro\"t~menb in the housing conditions, etc. of the labourer~ 
Cawnpore with a view to ameliorate their condition and promote till·" 
happiness and well-being. 

2. I am thereiore to request that the marginally noted thl 
points may kindly be placed before the labour Enquiry Committee, 
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Lil; it may consider them and make such recommendations to the 
(;, ernrnent on the subject as it thinks necessary. 

(1) \-Vhat improvements are required in the conditions in 
which labourers live in Cawnpore especially as regards 
housing, sanitation etc. and what steps should be taken 
to effect the same? 

(2) \Vhat wcHafe activities arc desirable and thrrugh what 
agencies should they be l~arried out? 

(3) What statistical data should be maintained in rer:ard to 
labour conditions and \\'cHare and hy what ag-ency?" 

~, ::ut Gulzarilal :-\anda could 110t serve on the Committee and in his 
jJl ·:c the Government nominated 11 r. B. Shiva Rao. 

The constitution of the Committee underwent a further change 
'.\ '-.:T1 SiT Tracy Gayin Jones and :'\fr. Harihar -"ath Sha~tri offered to 
i"c .fC on certain conditions. It was iclt that it would be more (00-

dl i\'e to the work of the Committee jf the repn:sentatiycs oi the parties 
l{ h(> dispute, which had given rise to the Committee, did not function 
:1~ :ts memhers. 

Cawnpore Labour Enquiry Committee's Report 
The Committee submitted its report on the 4th April, 1938. It 

\';' I~ to the conclusion that not only had the Cotton Textile] nclustry 
iii '~ressed since 1929 but that it was in a strong and healthy position. 
I 'I' also stated that they examined the disparity in the \\'ar:c level 
III recn C:1wnporc and nom bay and found no justification for the 

.I' ~~cdly low level in Cawnpore. They further reeommended that 
:1 l' should be a general rise in the \\'ages of all the workers. Their 
1" p()'j;)1 was that for the Furpose of giyjllg inrrements in \\'agcs the 

-kers should h<.' diyided into the fnllowing five wage groups and 
-.:' 'n In(remt'nts as indicated against each: 

\\'a~e Groups. 

Del ween Hs. 13 <Inti Rs. 19. 

Increases. 

2}j annas in the rupee, suhjC ... ·l to 
the cunciitioll that no one gcts 
more than Rs. 21-8. 

Between Rs. 19 and Rs. 25. 2 :lnll;)S in the rupee subject to the 
condition that no one gets more 
than }{s. 27-8. 
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III. Between Rs. 25 and Ro. 32-8. 1)-> annas in the rupee subje! 
the condition that no one gets n 'n 
than Rs. 35. 

IV. Between Rs. 32-8 and Rs. 40. 1 anna in the rupee subject to h, 
condition that no one gets n ft 

than 41-8. 

V. Between Rs. 40 and Rs. 59. 1> anna in the rupee subject \" 
the condition that no one ,!... ,·l~ 

more than Rs. 60-8. 

The Committee also recommended that all-time workers wh r~' 

they were at present engaged on a daily basis should be put 01 

monthly basis. In regard to bonuses, the Committee urged that tI! 
monthly bonuses should be consolidated with the wages and all anr. ,\i 
ones should be converted into profit-sharing schemes. 

The Committee also recommended the appointment of a \\', -.,'4.: 

Fixation Board for the adjustment of wages from time to time. 

The Committee also considered the principle of a basic minim Xl 

wage for the Textile Industry at Ca\vnpore and laid down that :'1 

worker should get a wage of less than ks. 15 per month of 26 work ..: 
days. This limit, they observed, would operate really in the case 
unskilled workers who in some mil1s drew Jess than Rs. 10 per mor I. 

The Committee also examined the various shifts system prevail 
in Cawnpore and condemned the overlapping and multiple systt:1 
The majority of the mills, they reporled, had two straight shifts; ,I 
they considered that the others should fall into line. They also .... ' 1-

sidered night 'work to be a necessary evil, but in order to alleviale 
rigours they recommended, if rossiole, the adoption of the Jarall 
hours of work and the replacement of the night shift by what is cal 
the Hafternoon shifL" 

The Committee also made recommendations regarding the rle~ 

ability of placing no obstarle in the way of workers union, of impr' 
ing housing accommodation, of labour welfare work etc. 

The Committee estimated that on a rough scale the effect of I 

recommendations made by them in regard to increment in wages \\ 
be to enhance the wage bill by 10 to 12 per cent. They calculated tl 
these proposals would add tu the wage bill by 6 per cent. the ,'mt 
provident fund scheme would be ilbout 2.5 per cent, of the pre~t 
\,,'age bill. To sUm up. as a result of all these proposals the lao' 
cost would be enhanced by about 21 per cent. 
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Babu Rajendra Prasad, the Official Chairman of the Committee, 
\\ :' unfortunately taken ill during the conduct of the enquiry and 
,. ·,Id only atlend about 13 meetings. 

Professor Rudra sometimes carried out the work of the Committee 
·:~lc-handed, while Mr. B. Shiva Rao who was appointed a member 
the Committee subsequently attended only \0 meetings. J n the 

.nth of April, the l~nitcd Provinces Government in\'ited the opinion 
lhe representatives of employers and of labour on the rccommen<ia-

i" ns made in the Report. It is understood that the employers' repre
Itati"'es addressed a communication in the month of )by to the 

'tiled Provinces Government rejecting the report of the Cawnpore 
,bour Enquiry Committee generally. 

M illowner s' Views 

In the course of their lengthy memorandum, the Employers' Asso
. ttiun of Xorthern India made the following observations:

"Hostility is displayed practically throughout the report against 
1 Ie employers and gross partiality is shown in favour of the Cawn

,re Mazdoor Sabha. 

"'fhe admitted incompetence of the Inquiry Committee to deal 
ith so highly a technical matter and almost contemptuous rejection by 
'e Committee of a great deal of evidence, and the figures submitte<.1 

, " the Association, would in their aggregate justify the 'employers' 
. ,tally rejecting the report without comment." 

HThe Government in selecting members of the Committee had not 
lowed consideratiun of impartiality or technical competence to stand 
\ the \ .. 'ay and the Government have gone into highways amI byways 
I find for the completiun a committee of persons interested in and 

, ~'cply biased in favour of labour." 

The memorandum then deals with the situation 10 Cawnpore, 
recedent to the appointment of the Committee and says: "'rhe seeds 
:- industrial trouble in Cawnpore '\Tere sown during the elel,tions to the 
.cgislative Assemhly when Congress candidate5 desirous of winning 
'e suffrage of labour and sympathy of the public had held out wilrl 
-nmises of \\'hat would be done to ameliorate and improve the con
·tions of labour." 

The association narrates the history of strikes in Cawnporc from 
137 onwards and lays particular blame on Communist propaganda 
,rried on by some labour leaders. Dealing with the chapter of wage 
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problem in the report, the memorandum states that the crono: 
strudure of India was out of halance and r01l1parati\l'~Y high w;. 

paid hy the ruiHs were attrat,ting increasing numLen; irorn the CUUI: 

to the town. 

No General Wage ell! 

The aSSOciatIOn denies there have been general wage (ut:- l~ 
between 1929 and 1935, although there had been drops in the earni' , 
due to other causes anu rejects the recommendations of the C'ommil 
for a general increase in wages. 

The association denies the suggestion that the textile industry "I 

Cawnpore was in a strong and healthy position and that, the rd· .:. 
there was no justifkation for lower wages in Cawnpore in compari:- 11 

with nomuay. It declines 10 accept the recommendation that all-Ii 
worker~ at present engaged on daily pay basi~ should be paid on JllOl, 

ly basis. It docs nut accept the recommendation made under \\"1 .. 
the committee suggests graded increment of annas 2}~ in a rupee in 
,,'asc of workers getting between Rs. 13 and Hs. 19 monthly, to half ;1 
anna in a rupee in the case of workers getting between Rs. -to to Rs ... 

The associalion does not accept the recommendation with reg: ,1 
to bonus and creation of a \Vage J:ixation Board and the establishmt 
of lahour exchange under Government and 1\lazdoor Sabha cont; 
1t objects to the formation of mill l'(nnmittees which in the opinioll 
the A5sm:iation, is the main source of labour trouble. It does 1 

aCl'cpt the suggestion with regard to setting up of a contribut(, 
provident fund scheme. 

;.Uinimum ~Vu!1e 

The association agrees with the "lge;estion of the CPlllJllith:c i 
fixing the minimum wage at Rs, 15 and would he \\'i1liilg- to ,,'on:-ill"·1 .1 

higb~r figure provided the application for a minimum wage wa~ uni\" 
sal for all industries and that should apply to the whole of lndia. 

H.e-standanii~ation of wag<:s III the opuuon of the 3-"> 

dation, thuugh <litlicult, was pradical>k 111 the case of tl: 
w()rkt'r~. The association rriticises ~everal other [('rommen( 1 

[ions oi the committee. Regarding- amenities to \\·orkers, 
assot.'iatiun's contention is that the reco1lllllendations \n're 
1I1<l.g-nitll'cnt for adoption. The prOlh)Ral for a pn}\"lSItJJl 
303 working days in Cawnpore will, 1Il the OpltllOn uf ( 
ass(wiatiun, plal.'l~ the 1m'al iIHlllslry in a detinite dis(l(h·antage 
(.'omparison with the inuu:-:try in other centres. The system oi granti: 
hQlidays to the workers, the association contends, is premature ;,. 
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,11, lid not be adopted in one industry alone. The association considers 
lh the removal of the present hOllsing conditions and their impruvC

!Il' it was a matter for local bodies ()~ the Government. Relid of 
Ill' :btedness among workers was a matter 'entirely for the Government. 

Cawnpore and Bomba)' 

Comparing the position of wages in the l(x'at industry with that 
to! :~()JI1bay, the committee in the opinion of the association, pradil.,·ally 
" .,red the effect of the higher cost of li\'ing in BOJ11uay, the :-.tandanl 

(t. li\"illg and high<:[ <.Jficicm.'Y. As regards the cuntclltion ahullf the 

i. in pI-ices of colton, the association emphasises the grave fallacy 
:1 "\ttempting to appreciate for permanent 'purposes the position due 
t. ;l temporary trend in prices. 

The memorandum says: "A facile adoption of fads in support 
their pre-arranged convictions of probabilities and generalities 

nher reduces the value of the report as a conslructi\'l~ production." 

Continuing, the assodation says that the percentage of tradin~ 
·tits to the capital invested 'vas mC<1gre and in no \\'ay capablc of 

:,ther reduction as would be the result of rccollllllcndatioI1S put 
"\\,<lnl by the Inquiry Committee, The cost of the commiltee's 

"posals, in the opinion of the assm:iation, in re~anl to the increase 
\ra~1\.·s including uncmployment benefit, pwYident fund ani! leave 
IposaJ, would amollnt 1021 per cent., which would mean an l'xpcndi
e of about l{s, 23 bkhs, while the profit in the indu~try in Cawllpore 
19,,0 was ahout H.s. 20 lakhs. 

In this cOIlEcction, it would also be of intere~t to sec the rcmark~ 
uk by Lala I )adaml):!! !Sing"li;lnia, a 1c.:a(iing <lmlll)"l)llliJlt.·nt millu\\'ntr 
C:lwnporc at th~ .-\nlluai General l'Teding of the ElIlploye!'...;' ~\~so

~ti()n of Xorthern India started in :\larch, 1038. He ~takd that 
,h,'e Proyillcial Autonomy has come and {'i'Jlular llIinister~ ha\'(~ taken 
. \.'r charg-e of the Government, they are anxious to carry (Jut the 
'omises gj\'en to the voters, but hI.' was afraid that their J1}ovement 
IS lIot in the ri~ht direction, He emphasised that it was the duty 
those responsible for funning these national institutions to cOllyincc 

t.:1ll that tllL'y will not allow them to suffer amI to p()int out In t1w.-;e 
'l() bring in hasty legislation and draw up thcnrisb' reports that their 
. lye is not in the ht.'st interests of the nation. 

Ca'Wllpore Labo!tr~ s Vie,,,-'J 
The representati\"es of lahour expre"ed their ,atl;tartion \\ith 

l' report of the Cummittee and urged the Government oi V. {'. to 
,plement their recommendations, 
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Declaration of Strike in Cmt'''pore 

Immediately a fter the publication of the views of the EmploYl 
Association, rejecting almost summarily the Report of the LaL. 
Enquiry Committee, the \'·;orkers in Cawnpore declared a lightn 
strike in the second week of l\Iay even against the advice of the lab. 
leaders of the Co))g-ress Party and the ::\Iazdoor Sabha in Cawnp( 
About 40,000 workers declared strike in all the mills. 'I'ired of . II 
numerous strikes that have taken place in Cav\;nporc in recent yc; 
the employers appear to have taken the view that unlc~s they t1 .~, 

a firm :lttitude, such strikes would becume a normal feature of 1\· 

working of the mills and that it would be better to k--ecp the 111 I~ 

dosed for sometime rather than keep on negotiating with labour fr 
time to time. The U. p, Provincial Congress Committee at a meet 'I, 

held in Lucknow during the third week of ~Iay, 1938, generally 
proved and endorsed the recommendations of the Cawnpore Lab. 1" 

Enquiry Committee. The Provincial Congress Committee also agr', .': 
with the Enquiry Committee that the Textile Industry in Cawnpore, .. 
fully capable of shouldering the additional burden that would be imj -
cd upon it when these recommendations were adopted. They strol', 
recommended to the C. P. Govcrnment to accept the principles un<; 
lying the vroposals and the recommendations made by the Inqu \" 
Committee to take all necessary steps to give effect to such of . ,\.: 
recolllmendations as can be adopted immediately, and particularly 1,,' 

suggested rise in wages. The Provincial Congress Committee \\" 1: 
to thc length of saying that in the event of the employers persist 
in their hostile attitude and refusing to accept Government's decisi, .1:

Oil the enquiry report, they were of the opinion that it may bec(, 't 

Ilc..:cssary to consider fe-organising the industry with a view to illl 

ducing more stringent State control. The Committee also noted \\ I, 

decp regret that the workefs in Cawnpore had d-cdared a gCIll' 

strike without due notice and in opposition to the advice of their 0' l~ 

lcadcr~ without waiting for the Government's decisions on the Inql~, ':. 
Committee's report. They also observed that such lightning stri' .. 

wcak(~ned an organised labour union and ga\"c a pretext to emplo: 
,{ot to recognise the labour organisation which cannot impose ::

discipline on its workers. The Committee also recorded that ',l' 

workers had great provocation and the continuous victimisation -r 

active WOrki..'fS and the hostility Jisplayed in the employers' memor' l

dum made them feel that urgent action was necessary to protect ti ll" 

interests" I'rhc spontaneity and completeness of the general strike 'T 

~vidcnce of the widespread and deep-seated feelings of workers ;l! 

the great strain under which they had so far been working_ 
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The Provincial Congress Committee also congratulated the 
-\ ·)rkers on the excellent self-imposed discipline shown and specially 

1 the complete maintenance of peace during a strike of such 
agnitude. 

The U. P. Government published on the 12th June, 1938, a 
I esolution on the Textile Enquiry Committee's Report. 

The resolution states that the textile industry has recently shown 
1 ImistakabJe signs of sound recovery even in the most depressed 

lartcrs and there can be no doubt that in Ca",.r.pore itself 11 has a 
I ight outlook. 

The Government endorse the sentiments of the committee that 
hi Ie they accept the importance of the profit motive as a stimulus 

economic enterprise, at the same time the position of the worker 
ust equally be safeguarded and secured. 

The Government are fully satisfied that the textile industry in 
t\\'npore under the prescnt conditions can easily stand 10 to ]2 per 
nl. graded rise in the general wage icvel as suggested Ly the Inquiry 

~ lmmitlce and ieel that even after this the disparity between the 
l- Iwnpore and Bombay rates wi1l remain as before. 

The Government fix the minimum wage at Rs. 15 and agree with 
;' e committee that the monthly basis be accepted for all-time workers. 

The Government accept the proposal for the appointment of a 
\ 'age-fixation Board and prefer to establish it on the lines of the 

'itish trade boards. 

The resolution suggests the appointment of a Labour Commissioner 
th whose aid the employer and workmen may approach the scheme 
rationalisation with a view to promoting efficiency ami standard of 

t ~ industry. It is felt that it \\'ould not be fair to disomtinue night 
'rk, but overlapping and mUltiple shi fts should he abandoned. 
:cruitment should he made by mutual discllssion and the workers 
mId be provided with wage cards. 

As to punishments there does not seem to be any serious conAid 
It there should not be breaches of the law. \.\'rong-ful dismissals 
Juld not take place. In this connectlon Government accept the com

II ~tee's recommendations. Proper redress given, Goycrnment are, 
h. \\"ever, willing- to examine the matter further \vith the rcpresentatives 
IJ the parties to ser if any better method ('an be devised to achieve 
tl .; end. 
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In order to deal with these and other difficult issues that aT 'I.: 

from day to day Government propo:;c to apl>oint a senior officer 
Labour Cornmis:;ioner for the whole province with headquarters 
CawopaTe. He will also have to act as conciliation officer and 
to scttl"c the differem:cs as they arise so as to prevent them ff! 11 

developing further. 

As regards leave, Government are prepared to look into the mat 
furtner in consultation with th~ representatives of the employers ;1 'J 

workmen. The resolution points out that the Government of In·· 
recommended to the International Labour Office grant of leave \\ 
full pay for 15 days. Action in this respect is being taken in vari, 
parts of the country and Government will go into the maHer thorougi 
before taking any fmal decision. Other minor details can be sell· ,] 
by mutual discussion. 

Mazdur Sabha 

The Government arc aware that the Cawnpore !\lazdur Sabha ::
the sole registered labour organisarion in Cawnpore recognised '\. 
Government, but as rt!COIllIllCnded by the committee it ~hould be rcco 
titutcd not only to bargain effectively on behalf of the \Hlrkmen but ~:- ·1) 

to enforce strict discipline. It must promote efficiency in the indu:, .\ 
so as to enSUre a maximum outturn in quality and quantity, and w]- ;1 
reconstituted to help in preventing strikes except for very dt'mollstr;: l' 

and grave reasons. Government will also consider if any (hangc~ 'Jl 

Lhe law arc necessary Lo help the ol>jcct. 

The Government will be anxious. says the resolution, to do all tl \" 
can to improve the housing conditions in Cawnpore, for which t; 

h.a\·c alre;j(ly made provision in the hudg-ct, and abo examine the ql: 

tion of transport of workmen from their rcsi<ienre tn the mill area:-
The Go\"(~rnll1ent accept the recollllllcTldations jn regard to Jal" 

wdiar~ and lrusl lhat the fao.:torics will extl'nd their full support ,I 
co-operation. Gon:rnlllt.'nt arc also prepared to take lIec(·s.~ 

l11casun:s for protecting- the workmen from oppres::i\"e and UtlSlTUpu!, 

Illon('ylen<krs on the lines of the C. P. Protection of llehtors Act. 
re:IHllIllCll(1ed by the committee. 

The Government, in conclusion, appreciate the necessity for t1l;~ 

tainin~:1 correct and complete statistical data, for whkh a well-equipi 
nepartmtnt will he ~ct up under the Cornmissl0ner ior Lahonr. 

The strike \vhich cOllllllencec1 in the middle of )'Iay is still conti! 
ing- hut at the IllCHl1Cnt of writing* lhere an~ hopes that a sett1etm:nt \ 
he reached i'cfofC 1ong. 

'18th JUlie, 1938. 
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The representatives of 1abour have accepted the Government's 
IT Jlution and suggested that the Government's findings should be 
ill _llemented at oncc. The employers have not expressed their views 
111 the Government's resolution. If no agreement is arrived at, it is 
I" Iy that Government will have to consider the question of introducing 
it':_ ;51ation. 

c. P. Labour Enquiry Committee 

In March, 1938, the Central Provinces and Berar Government 
,Ii ) appointed a Committee to examine the recommendations made by 
Ih: Bombay Textile Labour Enquiry Committee and to report on the 
\.'\ ;;nt to which the conditions in the Central Provinces and B'Crar 
iF "ered from those which formed the basis of the Bombay Committee's 
j"l- ,mmendations; the changes that would as a consequence be ncces
~; _": in those recommendations in their application to conditions in 
lh Central Provinces and Berar; the date from which the modified 
rc ,!mmendations should tak-e effect. The Cornmittee was composed 
,,r .\[r. N. J. Roughton, Financial Commissioner (Chairman), Mr. 
,\. C. Sen Gupta (Principal, Morris College), Mr. V. R. Kalappa, 
'11 ',.A., and Mr. C. C. Desai, Director of Industries (Secretary). 
'r: , Committee was advised on technical matters by 11r. S. S. Hatli
II'. 0, Manag<:r of the Empress Mills, Nagpur and Mr. R. Ruiker, 
l;,. lcral Secretary, I\agpur Textile Cnion, The Committee submitted 
Ih :'eport in April 1938, recommending restoration of 60 per cent. of 
th, wag<: cut as against less than 50 per cent. in Bombay. ~[r. V. R. 
" 'Ippa, M.L.A., has appended a minute of dissent asking for a 
I:' . )er cent. increase in wages etc. The Labour C nioo has also asked 
j,. restoration of the full cut in wag<:s. The Millowners of Central 
P: .:jnces have presented a memorandum stating that a slump has 
~t :n ooth as regards prices and clearance of manufactured goous 
,1I~ emphasising that the time \1,;aS very inopportune. to restore wage 

l'tl They pointed out that any undue burden on the Industry would 

rc t unfa\'ourably on the unemployment problem, They therefore 

it that they should lodge their emphatic protest against the recom
nJ' ,lations of the Central Provinces Labour Enquiry Committee and 

In ted that the Government will modi iy them to a considerable 
ex 'It. 

.\ meeting of the Council of adion appointed by the Provincial 

1\· ~le \Vorkers' Conferen.:e in the Central Provinces rewlved on the 
12. of June, that a general strike throughout the Province should 

W: ·Ience from 1st of July. 

6 
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It was stated that they were forced to come to this decision £iu \' 
the fact that the Provincial Government did not come to any deri :IIL 

on the question of restoration of wage (uts of the Textile worL r
although the report of the Labour Enquiry Committee and its rc( Il~ 

mcndations were received by the Government before April 30th. 

On 17th June, 1938, the C. P. Government published a Resolu ,II 

<Kccpting the recommendation of the committee for uni form restoTa' 'Ii 

of 60 per L'"Cnt. in wage-cuts, from 1 st ~Iay, 1938, and rccommen, n:.; 
its acceptance to employers and workers. The Government ~II 

decided that greater relief should be given to the 10wer ranks, aeLI .l
ing to a graded schedule, as in Bombay. 

Labour Troubles in the South 

Like the more industrial Korth, "Madras has also had ern ,:11 
labour problems to deal with. Since the inauguration of the Pm" n
cial Autonomy and the an-ession of Congress ::\linistries to pm' r, 
Madras also witnessed an epidemic of strikes all over the Provil l', 

and particularly in Coimbatore, Madura and Madras City itself. 

In October 1937 the Textile Mills in Coimhatore were faced ",til 
a series of 5trikes. In December 1937 the Government announcc\' ,I 

Court of Enquiry to enquire into and givc cviuence upon thc P(I' \0 

in dispute betv,cen the mill-owners and workers. The Court rq '\.'
sented by Sri Venkataramayya framed as many as 26 issues ,~d 

analysed them under five major heads :-\Velfare scheme, Hour::. II 

work and Shifts, Trade Cniol1s, \Vages and conditions of sen' 1.'. 

The final Report deals comprehensively with each of these heads. 

Briefly, the suggestions made in the report may be sum man 
as follows:-

1. Mills slwuld themseh-es take up the question of hOll' 

their ,":orkcrs. The Government for its part can aid 
mill-owners by the grant of loan equal to ha1f the ~ 

of construction. 

2. The Report definitely urges the abolition of adolesL"I':1 
labour at night. 

3. In disrussing the tleslrability of multiple douhle shifts. 
Report states that the factors to be recondled arc 
employers' insistence on output, the cffici<ency of t 

workers and last his health. :\lultiple shifts system oil' '1 

results in a numllcr of di::;aJ\,antages to the worL 
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though not to the ~mployer. The former's health is 
better ior the abolition, and ev~n to the t"lllploycr in 
spitt;: of the slight incre;l~e in profits. Other advantages 
seem to out-weigh the l(l..;,st:!i incurred by \\;orking douhlc
shift and nut multiple OIll'S. The practice in one mill 
varies from another and the· report considers that the 
time is ripe to enforce a uniform single or douhle shifts 
in all mills. If !vladras and Calicllt l\lills can work 
profitably on single shifts, the case for the abolition of 
multiple shifts is unquestionably strong. 

4. In regard to the issue of the reduction of working hours 
from 9 to 8 per day, it is stated that the tendency all 
the world over is to reduce the hours of labour. The first 
result of a reduction is a decrease in workers' wages, but 
this should be off-set by an increased efficiency on the 
part of the worker, and in fact the Royal Commission 
on Labour held that the workers should not suffer any 
decrease in earnings, since the fall in the production 
apprehended by the opponents of the 8 hours day is not 
true to the fact. 'the Report cites the instance in favour 
of this view. A \"'eaver working 10 hours formerly 
produced 110 Ibs. of cloth, whereas working 9 hours he 
produces 120 lbs. On this vexed question, the view of 
the Court is that there can well be a reduction in the 
hours of working to 8. There is a danger, however, 
if mills in all Provinces do not adopt the same prinriplc. 
The question is, therefor~, largely inter-provincial 1Jl 

scope. 

5. As regards the recognition of Trade t'nions by tho 
employers, the report emphasises the need for c(Jt11pkt'C 
ITgistration of all Cnions, as the }..Iill-o\,·:ners themselves 
demand. But the report docs not support the claim of 
employers that the workers should orgamse from 
within. 

The Wages question has also been dealt with in detail. 

\Vith a Premier like C. Rajagopalarhariar and a 1\linlster like 
1". GirL in (lircct charge of labour questions, there is every hope that 
stice will be meted out on the merits of the case, both to workers 
,d employers. 
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Madura Mill Disputes 

During the year wage disputes also occurred 111 a few mill- !ll 

the ~Iadras Presidency. In connection with the dispute in l\la(~ fa 
and Papanasam :Mills \\There 12,000 workers \\.'erc involved, .jl: 

Covcrmnent of ~ladras appointed ~lr. D. ~. Strathie, as Arbitr, nr 
to hold an enquiry and give an a\vard on the question of wage- 111 

the Papanasam mllls and on the reductiun of night running. So ~!r 

as the .Madura M ills were concerned I the !\lanagement agreed to ~ \T 

six weeks' privilege leave and seven day:;' sick leave with full p3: L
all workers in a year. 

The Arbitrator announced that the spinners at Papanasam ShL 1d 

get a further increase in wage of Re. 1 per month to that annuull .'r! 
in December 1937 by the Management. The Management also agl _,' 

to recognise the ~Iadura Labour Union and the Papanasam LaL ur 
Union as at present constituted. This award applied to the n II· 
workers at Papanasam also and came into effect from 1st May, l' :'. 
It was estimated that it would cost the Management about Rs. 71,0(11 a 
year. 

Bihar Labour Enquiry Committee 

In March, 1938, the Behar Government also appointed a La\;- IT 

Enquiry Committee to enquire into the condition of labour in 1l' 

province of Bihar. The terms of reference, and the personnel of 11.:' 

committee are given below: 

The Bihar Legislative Assembly passed a resolution on -" 
3rd Scpt-cmber, 1937, recommending to Government that a Commi: :1: 

of the members of the House ~nd outside experts be appointed by ,( 
Premier to investigate into the conditions of industrial labour in Hi Ir 

and make recommendations on the same within six months. 

In accordance with this recommendation the Hon'ble Pr; L 

1finister has been pleased to appoint a Committee with Dr. RajeJl ,I 

Prasad as Chairman for the purpose of ("onduding an enquiry 1. II 

the conditions of (industrial) lahour prevailing in the import: ,t 

industrial centres and industri'es of the province with particular rei' 
ence to each important industry and locality and to make such rcc\. 
ntendations as may appear practicable fur the purpose of imprm: ... 
the level of wages, conditions of work, employment etc., in the iml-" 
tanl industries and localities concerned. 

This Committee will consist of:-

I. Dr. Rajendra Prasad, Chairman 

2. ~Ir. 111. P. Gandhi 
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3. Prof. Abdul Bari, M.L.A. 

4. Babu J agat Narain Lal, !II. L.A. 

S. Dr. Radhakamal !\Iukharji, 

6. Mr. H. D. Chandra, 

7. Prof. R. K. Saran, !\IA., S<crelary. 

15 

:1[ ! will have powers to co-opt (one Of more) representatives 01 

c.' ital and labour in each area which may he visited uy it or be under 
it (onsideration. 

Co-ordination of Labour Policy in India 

The Labour Suo-Cummittee of the All-India Congress Committee 
\' ·il'll met at Bombay on the 14th May 1938 passed the fullo"'ing 
r· · .. lutions in regard to the labour policy to be pursued by the Congress 

'\'ernments in the various Provinces:* 

(1) This Committee notes with satisfaction the appointment of 
1':' Committee made by the Provincial Governments of Bombay and 
t Cnited Provinces for inquiry into the wages and conditions of 

rkers engaged in the textile industry and trusts that Governments 
oIther proyinces l.nd Indian States where textile industry is cstabli~h
will, with a view to bring about simuhaneous improvement, take 

nilar action at an C''lriy date. 

(2) The Committee expn:sscs its satisfaction at the recolllmcnda-
t· ,I1S made by the lkmhay Textile Inquiry Committee and accepted 

the Government ha\·ing been generally carried out fly the employers 
the Bombay Presidency. The Committee hoped that the mil1o,,"IICfS 
the other provinn:s will also carry out such recoIllmcmlations of 

~ Inquiry Committees as are acccptf.:'d by the Governments of these 
. nnnces . 

• In this connection it would be of interest to note that the follOWing 
f. -oiution was passed at the Annual Meeting of the Federation of 
J. Jian Chambers of Commerce and Industry held on the 1st April. 1938. 

This Federation desires to emphasise:-

"The imperative necessity of co-ordination of factory and Jabour 
I, islation in different provinces so as to make it uniform as far as possible 
a j to prevent any unfair competition between industries located in 
C ~.::rent provinces; and 

That the Governments. Central andior Provincial. should bear their 
(. f share of the expenditure incurred in labour welfare work as in other 
c. ~ntries, instead of imposing the whole burden on the industries." 
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(3) The Committee notes with satisfaction that the Iii ';Ir 

Government have appointed a committee to inquire into the condit: 11~ 

of labuur in the important itHlustries in the province and hGpe~ ;i\ 

similar imluiries will he il1stituted in the other provinces, particlll 11 
in regani to sugar, 11111lJng, g1J1n1I1g. pressIng and other organ; ':I~ 

industries. 

(4) The Committee is of OpInion that the wages and houf:-: ',f 
work and other l'on(iitiol1s of the employees engaged in the shop~ !I: 
other similar establishments are far from satisfactory amI requesb w 
Cong-ress )'1in151ric5 to institute suitahle measure for improving ,1,' 

same. 

The Committee further expresses its general approval of \: 
leg-islatiun proposed to be introduced by the Government of Bom! 1) 

m this hehal f. 

(5) The Committee welcomes the expression by the Governll~ :11 

of Bombay of their intention to introdufe legislation for the pravi . .; 'n 
of leave with pay during sickness and hopes that suitable action \' :;1 

he taken by other Provincial Governments in this behalf. 

(6) The COTlYllllttee notes with satisfacti{)n that the Ban h 
Government have notified the introduction from 1st August, 1937,1, ,j 

nine hour day in response to the (lemand made by the Textile Labl' 11' 

.\ssociation, It hopes that oth~r Indian ~tates, will take immedi 'l' 

;\ctiol1 in this dire1..,tion, 

(7) The Cummittee reiterates its oplIlioll that the collecti()J) "I 
statistical information regarding conditions of working class pel'; it.: 

cngagl'tl in important iJ1du~tries is an indispensable preliminary 
suitablL' action for ameliorating the same a11(i expresses its earll';\ 

hop~ that the Provincial Gov~rnll1elll$ which ha\ e not yet made ~t :1 
arrangclllt'nts will take prompt and effectiyt~ steps for making up ! 

(Icficiency, 

(8) The Cummittet' expresses its satisfaction at 'the action "f 
the Gon.'rIlmenl of Bombay in extt'nding the application of ( 
Factory Act to facturies employing ten versons or more where ( 
Illanui:tcturing pnH.:csses are carried un with or without power .1 
C-Xpt:rts that other Governments \yill take carly step to extend t' 
<tpplicatiol1 of the :\ct on similar lines at least to all urhan areas. 

\ 9) The Committee notes with satisfaction that C. P. Govermm".! 
hay. passed legislation providing maternity benefit and that t:, 
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'~, ,jbay Government have extended the application of the said Act 
;\ :1 to smaller centres where the Act did not apply till now and 
r. ,ts that Governments of provinces where there is no such proyision 
\-. take measures to introduce the necessary legislation. 

(10) The Committee notes wjth satisfaction thal the Bombay 
,"(~rnment and l~. P. have issued orders for compulsory estahlishment 
'-'feches where women workers are employed amI trusts other 
" crnments will take action in this direction. 

( II) The Committee wdcomes the declaration made by the 
\'crnment of Bombay to introduce prohibition in the industrial city 
:\hmedabad and expresses hopes that urhan industrial areas in 

I', o'er proyinces will also be soon taken up for carrying out the prohihi
:1 programme by the Congress ~Ministry. 

(12) This Committee is of opinion that such committees as may 
;Ippointcd by the Provincial Governments for the purpose of 
Juiry into conditions of labour or trade disputes should be mainly 
Ilposcd of persons associated with puhlic life and national movement. 

Labour Legislation in Bombo:y, and other Provinces 

During the year several bills for labour welfare \ycre introrluced 
the Bombay Government, and other Governments. 

Annual Lca7Je with Pay fur Workt>rs 

In February. 1938. ~[r. s. C. Joshi introduced a Bill in the Bombay 
I. gislative Council making provision for grant of annual leave with 
I' .\' to certain classes of workmen by their employers. The Bill sought 
i: provirle an annual leave of not less than 30 days with pay to all 

rkmen to \ .... hom the Inrlian VV'orkmen's Compensation 1\(.'t Clpplied; 
'h annual leave to be exclusi\'e of other leave on half payor \\'ithout 
" due to sickness, cOIl\'alescence, <Kcidcnt~ or any oth .... r /'.-ausc~, 

I her pro\'isions included that the taking- of annual leave :-.hould be 
npulsory etc. The Bombay :\1 illowncr:-;' "'\'~sociation exprcsscrl 
·ir opposition to a measure of thi~ nature on the grounds (1) th,tt 

expenditure involved in granting a IlfIliday with pay would 
IStitutc a heavy charge on the exi~ting financial position of the 

j. lustry, more especially having regard to the fact that sc\'cral mills 
:1 I'.ombay had already committed themst.o.lvcs to welfare work in the 

:pe of creches etc. (2) That the adoption of the proposal would 
;lil a much heavier ~x(lendjturc for :\fills in nomhay and 

\ lne{bhad (who paid the highest wages) than in other centre!". (3) 
;tt even countries which were Tllllch mure advanced than India wa.., 
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with regard to Industrial development did not appear to have aCCt' ;<:(~ 

the principle of a paid holiday. 

""'hen the bill was taken for consideration by the Council 011 he 
26th April, 1938, the Hon'hle ~Ir. lIIorarji ){. Desai, Revcnue J\lini J. 

speaking on hehalf of the GO\'crnment explained that the Governll '111 

did not want to overburden the industrialists so as to kill indtl~ \, 
because thereLy both the industrialists and the \ .... orker would SUI 'r 
The textile industry had afcepted the recommendations of the T'C). It 
Wage Enquiry Committee and Government intended to bring III 

legislation regarding pay for employees in case of leave due to ~ k
ness. In the opinion of the GO\'crnmcnt, leave with pay in cas\,: Ii 
sickness \\"a5 more urgent than holidays with pay, and unless the eff- l~ 

of the working of the measures which they were taking were :-;\ n. 
it would not be possible for Government, he ohserved, to COIll II 

themselves to measures of the kind proposed hy the mO\·er. On 'r 
advice of the Government, the Bill was withdrawn by Mr. Joshi. 

Paid Holidays in U. K. 

In this connection, it will be of interest to note that the report ,:' 
the Committee on Holidays with pay for all work.."rs in the Un; . .1 
Kingdom was published recently. This Committee was appointcc~ II 

March, 1937, umler the Chairmanship of Lord Amulree "to irwc- I

gate the extent to which holidays with pay are given to emplo,\ .J 
\vorkpeople and the possibility of extending the provision of s\ h 
holidays hy statutory enactment or otherwise, and to make rccomm' j

dations." The report was unanimous. 

The Committee conduded that the provision of holidays with II 
apart irom it:' valuc as a social measure, rests upon considerati, 
whi..:h are il1~~parahlc from the varying terms and condition:; 
employment in different jndustric~; but that any attempt to apply. 
once, to all workers one ·uniform rule would be likely to proch 
serious difficulties. 

They recommended that in industries where holiday with pay ;i .: 

not already pro\·ided an annual hOliday with pay for at least ( .: 
working \veek should he establi.med for industrial and kindr ! 

wurker~ by voluntary arr;}l1getncnt as part of the term~ 

the fontract of employment. They proposed a prob;}tionary period 
at least two to three years to enable industry to make volunt;, 
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arr ,ngements with a minimum of dislocation in the settlement of wages 

yU\. ·lion. 

The cotton spinning employers did not grant the benefit oi paid 
ht,,' bys to operatives at a recent meeting in view of the present state 
of 'ade. The matter, how-ever, is to come up again ior furLher con
~](, ration ,\Tithin six months. 

Proposals for Sick Leave with Pay. 

The Government of Bombay consulted the commercial and indus
tf: j opinion in regard to th~ proposals for the grant of si(k leaH~ with 
p., to industrial workns. Briefly stated, the Bombay Government 

i" ,lfJsed that suLjcct to certain qualification.s with rc~af(l 10 length of 
"<.' i~'e every indu:.-;trial worker should have a legal right to three to 
il :" weeks' sick l-e;we with pay during each year of which he might 
J.I i1 himself under certain easily enforcible conditions regarding certi-
11, tion. If there was any balance of leave left during the year, it 
II ,to be turned into cash and the amount handed over to a fund to 
L, maintained by Government. The workers would be required ttl 
('I .:ributc 10 days' wages to the fund every year and the employers 
II :e to pay three to four wt.""Cks wages per year towards the co~t oi 
tl:,- scheme. The Bombay .r.Iillowncrs· Association expressed the 
n !lion that \\'hilst they "'ere in favour of duing what was advisable 
a· 1 practicable for the advancement of the social labour of industrial 

\\ rkers, they strongly felt that the rate of advance in sorial JCRi~la-

. un must be dictated by the indu~try's caparity to finance their 
it itimate share of such schemes without imperilling COI11PCtltl\'C 

<!City. It was, therciorc, pointed out to Government that legislation 
I]" l1atters such as sickness insurance, holidays with pay, old-age pensions 

! 50('ral bendits of .1 like nature should be of an all-India (haracter 
I that in so far as si(kncss henefits and old-age pensions \,·cre (on

( ncd, the salutary prinripJes followed in othef countries, namely 
Itribution t()ward~ the cost by the :-;tate in the cast.: of sickness 
ll'lits and the pro\"ision of the "'hole Of gn.:alt:r part (Ji the cost oy 

State in the case of old-age pensions must be followed. It was 
;( 'I m;Hle clear that the embryo scheme em·isag-cd by Government would 
1· : lose an additional burden (Ji }{s. 40 lakhs per year en Bombay 

Is \\·hit..'h was excessive in comparison with the burden imposed on 
l 1110)"'ers for the Same class of hcnefits in otht:r countries, and that 
i: 11 the industry had heen definitely and permanently cstabli~hetl on 
t: road to prosperity, the policy whi(h should he followed in n::garrl 
I the sirknc.-;s instlrance Sl.'hClllC, holidays with pay and the like should 
L· the encouragement oi voluntary schemes by financially sound indi-

7 
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vidual concerns and that these schemes should be extended and imp ,", 
ed whenever circumstances permitted, The Association also made ( ";Ir 

that the Industry cannot voluntarily submit to a hurden anything h 
so great as that was originally contemplated by Government. 

Standardisation of Wages in Ahmedabad 

During the year 1938, the Mill Industry in Ahmedabad in CI I", 

horation with the Labour Association succeeded jointly in evolvil 
scheme for the standardisation of the weavers' wages in accord: <, 

with the agreement arrived at in the presence of Sardar Vallabhl ". 
Patel in l\ovember 1937, It had been decided hy both the Associat n
to put the srheme to a te~t for the actual working and scrutinise 'W 

same with a view to its final introduction in the Industry by 31st Ma h. 
1938, with such adjustments as may be found necessary. This imp0rl nl 
measure first proposed in the Delhi Agreement of 1935 arrived ;d 

bet\\'een the two Associations under the advice and guidance ,1 

Mahatma Gandhi has been put into effect, subject to a few mi", 
adjustments, 

Sardar Vallahhbhai Patel in a statement to the press issued II 

8th March, 1938, observed that great credit was due to n-.embers of h h 
the Association5 who had to overcome serious difficulties and intrOl\1 t 

schemes which were calculated to prove a great benefit for !J, 11 
labour and the industry by eliminating the causes of friction ari~ !. 

out of the prevailing disparity in wages between one mill and anot!' 

Appointment of Labour Officers in Bombay 

The question of the appointment of Labour Officers recommcJ)(' ,j 

by the Royal COlTlmission on Lahour has been engaging the attcn! l' 

of the Millowner~' A:;~ociation Bombay for the last few years, 
first, it \vaS not considered essential for such officers to he appoin' 
in every mil1 but the Association ha(\ always agreed that somethl 

should be done to restrict the powers of the johber in the engagenll l 

and dismissal of labour and curtail the avenues for bribery ;~ I 

corruption. In 193-1-, following the passage into law of the HOInl, 
Trade Disputes COT1t'iliatlon Act. the ),lillowncrs appointed a Lab(, 
Offie"r for 1I1ills in the City and Island of Bomhay, \Vith the paso" 
of time it came to be recognised that the magnitude of labour ;11 

welfare problems wilh which evcry individual mill had to deal frl 

day to day indicaterl the m,'ed for the appointment of special offin 
by al1 large units and it is now understood that in accordance \yj 
the opinions expressed by the ~I illowncrs' Association, various 1111 
are contemplating the appointment of Labour Officers whose main dt: 



1938 ANNUAL 51 

\\"1 ild be to supervise recruitment, prevent abuses and ensure a fair 
lit- 1 fur labour and generally assist the managemc:nt in all labour 
III .tt:rs. These Labour Officers work in close collaboration with thf 
L ',ur Officer appointed by the Bombay Government to bring about 
11'-, cr understanding among the labourers and millO\vners. 

Cawnpore Employers' Association Labour Bureau 

The Employers' Association of Northern India established in 
)\ l'ch 1938 started a Labour Bureau from which member concerns in 
L' \llpOrc are recruiting their labour. \Vithin the period of a month 
!I I() workers were registered and 400 of them had been ~rovided 

".' ;1 employment. Of the registered workers 700 were weavers and 
ill' belonged to other departments of mills. The obvious advantage of 
~L h a Labour Bureau is that it eliminates bribe-taking and extortions 
0\ jobbers. mokkadams etc. 

Relation of Labour with Capital in Bombay 

In regard to industrial relations in Bombay there is at present no 
citil1'CfY for compulsory arbitration for settlement of trade disputes. 

T '-:. Bombay Trade Disputes Conciliation Ad of 1934, hmvcver, pro
\' 'l'~ a prompt and effcctiye means of redressing the grievances of 
\', ,"kers as and when they arise, thereby removing one of the major 
(, ~:">es of the disastrous strikes which have been so characteristic "1 

j\ lure of the Industry during previous years. That Act provides fvf 
11 appointment of Labour Officers by Government for the purpose 

looking after the interests of Lahour in the Industry and promoting 
l' 'cr contact between employers and employed. All grievanL'es of 
II workers are investigated by the GovernnH.'nt Labour Officer and 
!; .t..'11 up with the managements of the mill concerned; failing a 
'( clement, the dispute is referred for conciliation to the Chief Concilia
t. appointed under the Act. The Labour Officer appointed by the 
C. ,yernment works in dose collaboration \\'jth the Labour Officer 

pointed by the Association soon after the passage of the Act, and 
\' success of their joint efforts may be gauged from the absence of 
\~ lll~trial disputes of a major character since the pas:;ing of the Act. 

:tddition to the ~ettlement of individual grievances, the Assuciation's 
1. (lour Officer has been able from time to time to make a number 

recommendations calculated to impr()\"(~ rclatillOS bet ween workmen 
1 their employcrs and to securc the rCh'1llarisation of conditions of 

~.' :)Ioyment generally. Thcse sugge.,tions are examined at rCb.'1l1ar 
1: ,"n"als by an expert Committee of :'lill ~Ianagers, on who~""'e rc(om
\' lIdations a number of reforms affecting terms of employment have 
L .. n introduced in Bombay Mills during the last iew years. 
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11 is understood that the Bombay Government have at preent 
under contemplation the enactIllent of a comprehensive pIece (Ji 
legislation designed to provide for the invcstigalioll and scttlemen: 1)1 
trade disputes. The draft Bill makes prO\'151On for compul- 'n 
conciliation amI arbitration, but no detaih..'d proposals have yet (.1 1111; 

1938) been finally settled. 

Relation of Capital aud Labour in Ahmedabad 

The relations of the employers with th~ .Labour Union 111 

Ahmedabad during the year were cordial. The constitution of l~' 

Arbitration Hoard during 1937 was supplemented by a rl'\, '-'11 
agreement and the Association also appointed a Sub-Arbitration nil rd 
for summary disposal of routine matters. 

Discovery of New Markets in India 

During the year the Ahmedabad ~Iillowncrs' Association h .\'l' 
taken the commendable step of investigating into the pos~ibility ,i 
expanding their trade, and of discovering new markets. To achi ,'\.: 
this end, the Association appointed a ~Iarket Organiser in the PUll.::b 
markets. The Association hopes to expand its activities in this (' ;1-

nection, if the results are found encouraging.* 

Artificial Silk Yarn ;n India 

During the year, the Indian Central Cotton Committee prop(j' 1\ 
to install a pilut plant with a view to exploring the commercial pn: 1-

bilit)' of producing artificial silk from short staple cotton. 

India produces enormous quantities of short staple cotton ;,':d 
if the experiment proves successful a new use will hay" bt"ell [o\lid 

for the surplus cotton of this variety tn the great benefit of cut !I 

growers, work"eTs and the Industry in general. It is understood tJ It 

a sum of Rs. 30,000 has heen allotted for this experiment. 

Annually India imports ovn 80,000,0(")0 Y;lrds of artificial 
.1nll 16,OOO,CXYJ pounds uf artificial silk yarn, Het\\"een 70 and, I) 

per {.'ent. of the yarn is lls'ed by handluoll1s, anti the rest by PO\\ 
lnoms for mixed fabrics and faw.:y (ksig-ns. Artificial silk is pn:doL : 
nantly an orn;}l11cntal fibre, and it::; (oIl~umpti(Jn i~ dictated by fashi, 
It founo an important market in the \\"(Jrlu as a materi;)l for br;:;, 
making and hosiery, The fundamental defect of ;11-tificial silk, 

• In this connection, we might state that the Government of Ind. \ 
have done- "\vell in appointing Indian Trade Commissioners at Mambas- . 
New York. Osaka. Milan and Hamburg. We hope that they w.i1l ma~ 
such appointments at other centres where there is a possibility of findir 
markets for Indian piece-gO<Xis and other manufactures. 
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co:' pareu to silk and cotton, is its weakness. It,.; tensile strength is 
Ill' ·h lower than silk and about ':;0 or it'ss per eent than (otton 
,1": 'rding to variety. Compared to other fabrics, artihl."iai ~ilk 1a1..'ks 
In elasticity, it is easily stretched beyond the recovery point. Uwing 
tl' he differential rates in tariff the manufacture of artificial silk 

T;~ I( IS mcreasmg. l\f ost of the mills producing the fabric arc 
It, :n:d in Bombay. There arc at present 2500 100111s working on the 
\: ric, all the yards needed being imported. As the demand illt'reasc:s, 
h, '. ever, the onlinan' cotton textile IOOJ11S \ .... ith minor alter;ations can 
h, .,·ol1verted to produce artificial silk. 

In reply to an interpellation in the Central Legislatiye ~\sseJ11hly 

r: Goyernment of India observcd in February 1938 that an exalllina-
!l of the possibility of manufadure of artificial silk in lndia \\'I\S 

l'; ..:aging the attention of the Indian Central Cotton Committee which 
11 ! recently sanctioned the grant for an experimclltal plant intended 
t, lest the pos:-ibility and cost of production of chemical cotton for 

artificial silk industry irom lndian cotton linters and short staple 
:tun, 

The Imperial Council of Agricultural Research and the ]mlu5tri;t1 
';.;carch Bureau were also co-operating actin:ly with the Ct'ntral 

\. 'tton COllllllitt(,t" and the Bureau had already made two imcrillJ 
i'orls to the COlllmittee on the possibility of production of aniliciai 
'k in ]ndia.* 

J:Ilquiry in JIinor Industries Requiring Protection .1gai'lst jatall 

During the year 1937 the Government of India appvinted a Special 
I 'lhrer to in\'e~tig;tte the caSe of minor industries requiring pn)tection 
~-ainst Japan due to the adverse competition from that (Olllltry, The 

: ~ il1u\\,ners' :\ssociation of Bomhay ~uhll1itted separate G~S6 ior an 
.lTeas'c in duties on cotton bbnkd5 and cotton yarn illlported from 
~pan. Several other associations submitted ca:;es fm- an im:n.'<tse of 
;.ltics on various other small artk'h:s sw,'h as gl<lS~\\·;lrt'. en,tme/w;trc 
l. It was subsequently l(,;1rn~' 1. hl\\'('Yl'f, that in yil'w oj the un-

*In this connection it would be of interest to note that the following 
')olution was passed at the Annual Meeting of the Federation of Indian 

( :lambers of Commerce and Industry held at Delhi on the 2nd April. 1938, 
"This Federation vi{'ws with concern the increasing imports of 

tificial silk yarn into the country as they serve not only to displace 
usc cloth, both mill and handloom. made from Indian cotton but also 

. postpone indefinitely any serious attempt to produce artificial silk from 
digenous ra,-v materials; and it strongly urges the Government to take 
!lllcdiatc steps to check such imports, 

"The Federation further urges Government to encourage efforts to 
oduce artificial silk from indigenous raw materials_" 
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settled condition in the Far East since the commencement of 'Il' 

special enquiry and the steady rise in the prk'es of Japanese impr 1:

into India, the special enquiry had been suspended. The Governn 1\1 

of India, hnwen~r, indicated that they \\'ould continue to watch It 

situation rarefully and would be prepared to give spcrial attentio]' 'f) 

the needs oi any industry that might still be adversely affected .\ 
the volum"c and prices of goods imported from Japan. 

The Gumbay Millowners' Association made efforts to SCClm :1 

quota and an increase in the duties of artificial silk piecegoods ;. , I 
met \\"jth partial slIccess. Tuwards the end oi ::\brch 1937, 
Government of India increased the duties on all artificial silk pi ... " 
goods from -t- to 5 annas and on artificial silk mixtures from 3;l<t, ,\111 ,~ 

to ..... annas. The lower rates of Juty applicable to artiticial silk k ., 
was also dune away with, and artificial silk fents must no\\' pay I,ll 
rates of duty. 

Khaddar (Name Prolcelion) .let Enforced 

During the year 1938, the various Provincial Go\"ernmcnts det'il: ·1 
to hring into operation the India Khaddar (Xame Protection) A 
1934 whkh sought to provide for the protertion of the nail 
"Khaddar" and "Khadi" used as desrriptions of cloth spun and WO\ '1 

by hand in India. The Indian Khaddar (Kame Pro!ct:tion) Act 111 \ 
was pa~~cd by the Central Legislature and became Law on the L~.!! 

qf )Iarch, 193-1-. The effect of this notifil..,ation is that the ter· 
"Khaddar" and "Khadi" will hereafter he deemed to be trade desn: ,
tions umlcr the Indian ::\lerrhandi::;e ~larks Act, 1889, denoting rh 1 

\\"on:n on handlooms in India frolll cutton yarn hand-spun in ]1111: 

1\1 ill made goods which are stamped or suld as goods bearing Ih~ 

desniptinT1s will therefore be subject to the penal prO\'isions of l' 

Act. which lay down a punishment of imprisonment for a term extcL 

1ng to three months or a fine extcmling to Rs. 200 for the first offen'., 
and imprisonment extending to one year or fine or both in th-e C;~ 

of a second or subsequent cOllvil..,tion. 

Egypt's hzcrt'ase in Import flU/)' 011 Cotton Picccgoods 

Early in 1939 the Egyptian CO\'ernlllcnl increased the imp' 
duty on l'ottnll pie,.'egoods with it view to afford further protect!, 
to their fast-gn)wing dome.stir textile I ndu:-try. The rate of inLTe;~· 
in cotton piel..'eg-oo<is and yarn i:.-; extremely heavy amounting- to 100 I" 
t-cnt. in some caseS. The dUlies han: been doubled 011 cotton yan 
hea\·y greys and white.:;, hell\,:: printed dyed g-oo<is and cahols" Ita" 
will be the chief suffen:r in heavy printcu dyed goods" The incre~i" 
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0' 100 per cent. duty on cabots will practically prohibit their import 
i:- 111 India. India, Lancashire, Italy and Japan will all he hard hit 
iJI ,ICCQUnt of these duties. It is gratifying to note that the Govern-
1]\' nt of India, on the advice of the ~lillO\ ... ners' Association. have 
rc "istered their protest ag<l.inst such increase in duty. 

Indo-British Trade AgreClIte11t 

We may now refer to the negotiations that \\'ere carried on in 
I, Iia in May, 1938 for conclusion of the Indo-British Trade 
.-\ .reement. 

The :'-ion-Official Advisers appointed by the Government of India 
1\ Ilt to London in the latter part of the year 1937 and carried on 
n'_ -':'otiations with the representatives of His 1\lajesty's Government. 
). , conclusions CQuld, hO\vever, be reached and the Delegation returned 
t. India in October, 1937. Since then the Government of I ndia have 
I,: dully revi-ewcd the position and have decided that further progre~s 
~ luld be sought along certain lines suggested by the X on-Official 

;yisers. * The Government of India also felt that the questions 
11 olved in these negotiations were such as to render personal discus

'115 a more appropriate method of procedure than an exchange of 
respondence and accordingly they decided to send the Hon'ble Sir 

\ lhammad Zafrullah Khan, Commerce l\Iember to the Government 
India, to London to meet the representatives of His l\lajesly's 

I: \'emment for the purpose of these discussions. Sir Aluhammarl 
7 irullah Khan left Bomoay in January, 1938 with 1Ir. N. R. Pillai, 

',S., Deputy Secretary to the Government of r ndia in the Commerce 
·partment. After carrying on negotiations in London, Sir 1Iuham
.r! Zafrullah Khan returned to India in April, 1938, and held 

(I 'l~ultations with the ~on-OfficiaI Advisers in regard to the progress 
lie in the settlement of major issues. To carryon further ncg-otia-

I 11S with the Indian Delegation, the Board of Trade in England 
It to India a Delegation representing the l' nitcd King<iwll Cotton 

! xtile Industry under the Chairmanship of :!\1r. A. D. Camphell, in 
'. 'y, 1938. 

The K on-official Advisers to the Government of India whit'h 
re to conduct negotiations with the nriti~h Delegation in 1938 (:on
t.'d of the folluwing persons:-

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas, Kt., C.LE., 1II.B.E. 

Mr. G. D. Birla 

• Two changes were made in the Non-official Advisers owing to the 
r, gnations of Dr. P. Subbaroyan and Sir Edward Benthall. In their 
p' ·e the Raja of Parlakemedi and Prof. W. Roberts were appointed as 
.l\ n-Official Advisers. 
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Mr. Kasturbhai Lalbhai 

Sardar Datar Singh, 

Raja of Parlakemedi 

Nawabzada ])aquat Ali Khan and 

Prof. W. Roberts. 

In order to assist these Advisers in their difficult task 1nd in 0)" \'r 
to give representation to the viewpoint of the various inkrcsts l 1)

cerned, viz. textile and cotton growing interests, the Governmem III 

Inoia appointed the following persons as advisers to the :\on-Ofti ;11 
Advisers: 

I\lr. :II. S. Ane)" I\I.L.A. (Central Provinces, Cotton Gro\H··1 

?\lr. S. n. Bctigeria, Chairman of the Cotton Sales Associal 11. 

Dharwar. 

Mr. M. Haridas I 
Mr. ~arottam Ilathisingh 5 Ahmedabad Millowners' Associat;.,n. 

Sir H. P. I\Iody I 
Sir Chunilal V. :lIchta 5 Bomhay Millowners' Association. 

Mr. C. W. Tosh, :\'orthern India Employers' Association ,; 
Cawnpore. 

Sir Haji Abdulla Haroon, Sind Cotton Growers. 

The personnel of the Delegation representing the Lancash ,., 
Trade Delegation was as folhnvs: 

Mr. Angus D. Campbell, Vice-President, 1I1anchester Cham:" 
of C()mlllefl~e. (Chairman) 

r.Ir. E. Raymond Str<:at, Director and Secretary of the -r..fanl'l, ,
ter Chamher of COllltllCrrC, 

':\fr. Jall1e~ Litt1(,'\\'ood, Deputy Ch;tirman of the Lancashire Iud :~1 

Cotton Committee, ami 

:i\r r. Frank LongwQrth, l\Icmher of the Central Committee of 1 ,l' 

Cotton Spinncrs' and Manufacturers' Association. 

On the 10th of ~lay, 1938, the Lancashire Delegation and '. 
Indian :\on-Official l\ovisers met at Simla under the Chainnan-:l 
of ~ir .:'IIuhammad Zafrtlllah Khan, the C01l1Illen.:~ "l'fember oi 1 
Gon:-rnJllent of I ndia, who presided over the opening proceedings. J.' 
hOW~H'f. soon withdrcw from the mceting- along with l\Jr. ~Ia,,\'. 

('ommen'c Secretary and Sir l'ufshotamda:" 'l'hakurdas occupie(i ; 
Chair. The meeting outlined the procedure of conducting negotiati4' 
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1 was decided that for the time being Mr. G. D. Bida and Mr. 
!, 'l~turbhai Lall>hai be asked to meet the Lancashire Delegation in 
I: ,re or less cuntinuous session, in order to reduce the size of meetings 
:. ,1\ fal'ilitatc [.lrogress. They would keep in constant touch with the 
( ,Lirman and other Non-official Advisers. 

Basis of Negotiations 

The negotiations centred round three subjects:-

(1) The question of the Indian market for Lancashire piece
goods. 

(2) The question of the reduction in the import duty on 
Cnited Kingdom piecegoods in India, and 

(3) The [lurchase of Indian raw cotton by the U. K. 

Although no official communique has been issued on the subject 
is understood that Lancashire, pressed for admission of a quota of 
t(egoods in the Indian market of 666 million yards. The import 

[ : cotton pieccgoods from l~. K. into India during the last three years 
j, been 439,000,000 yds. in 1935-36,334,000,000 yds. in 1936-37 and 
c 1>,000,000 yds. in 1937-38 (excluding Burma). In regard to the import 
1).lty on L. K. piecegoods in India the Lancashire Delegation propo~ed 
:.~ reduction from 20 per cent. as at present to 11 per cent and indeed, 

hat is more, they desired that in case it was found that C, K. could 
, Jt export to India 666 million yards of piecegoods the duty should 
I,' iurther reduced irom II per cent to enable this quantity to be 
,,'ported to India, The third objective was to determine the minimum 

mua1 purchase by L, K. of Indian raw cotton, which the Lancashire 
"it'gation suggested should be 400,000 bales. Since Hod)'-!.ees 
gn~ement Lancashire's purchases of lndian Cotton have risen pro

_ (ssively. In 1935-36, India exported 456,142 bales, in 1936-37, 
'22,423 bales, and in 1937-38, 395,102 bales, to the li. K. 

Indian Delegation Demurs 

The reaction of the Indian Delegation to these suggestions was 
1,tturally vcry unfavourable. Firstly, they contended that hearing 
I : mind the interests of the indigenous cotton textile industry induding 

t' handlooms the production of which was expanding, the Indian 
: '\.'legation could not by any chance agree to consider an increase in 

r imports of C. K. piecegoods without, anything by , .. 'ay of quid 
,I quo except a promise from Lancashire to do her best to buy our raw 
lton. In the year 1937-3R, the total quantity of piecegoods imported 

I "111 LT K. was only 266,000,000 yds. and clearly there was hardly any 

8 
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possibility of India finding a market within the country for an III 'In 

of about 400 million yels. in excess of this figure. It should ab, be 
remembered that the Indian market for cotton piecego(}{ls is nt:i';u:r 

ample nor one which could easily oe adjusted. Firstly, the clail' I): 

the indigenous cotton textile industry has to be reckoned with 11(: 

it has increased its production of piecegoods from 2,400 million ~ ·d~ 
in 1929-30 to nearly 4,000 million yards in 1937-38. Both on pol; ,;11 
and economical grounds. the Indian Cotton Textile industry is en!; :tJ 
to a certain right of expansion; besides the claim of the hand-l '111 

industry cannot also be ignored, partit.'ularly in view of the iml <U~ 
the Industry has been receiving in the various provincial governllll "d~, 
thanks to the advent of the Congress Ministries, and their desir to 

rehabilitate the eottage industries. As a matter of fact, India C;I': Jll 
a.fford to let even Japan have such a large share in the indigc:' u~ 

market for piecegoods, but in vie\ ... · of Japan being such an imIJor .Ilt 

customer for India's raw cotton it has been agreed to do so bearilL, in 
mind the large market she affords for coarse quality of Indian ."" 
cotton. 

Lancashire~ s Preposterous Demand 

Besides, the Lancashire Delegation would not be content e.-dl 

with the fixation of a particularly high quota of about 6()() milL"1l 
yards (it appears the Indian Delegation \,"'as not prepared to al1o\ :l 

quota higher than 400 milhon yards under any circumstances). \\. 
is more it wanted the import duty to be reduced by 11 per cent. Jt 
is understood that the Indian Delegation agreed to tfie reduction ,i 
the duty frum 20 per cent. to 15 per cent. * but that \vQuld not 11 ," 

with the desire of the Lancashire Delegation. The Indian side (I: it! 
perhaps have considered the yucstion of an increase in the iluot;! I r 
Lancashire had given a definite promise of taking a larger qU;lI1: \. 

of India's raw· t·olton than she did in the past three years hut I: d 

too Lancashire was very loath to do. Lancashire pitched its dem;l1 ,~ 

too high. \Vhen it wanted merely tu take and not to give, it was 
clear that no agreement could be arrived at and finally in spite of 
intervention of the Hon'ule Commerc~ ~lember, an announcement Ii 
to be made that the trade talb had resulted In a deadlock. 1. 
Lancashire Delegation returned to England towards the end of )'T. 
1938. The Hon'hle Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan, the Comllll" " 

* In this connection. it ought to be remembered that since t, 

acceptance of the recommendations of the Textile Labour Enquiry Co: 
mittee by the industry in the Bombay Presidency. in regard to the inCH,."·' 
in wages etc., early in 1938. the cost of production in Indian mills has g(l:.~ 
up and indeed on this score the Import duty both on U.K., and Jap ... : 
piecegoods would merit a slight increase. 
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)kuber of the Government of India went to England in June 1938, 
,,'I Delegate of the Government of India to carryon further 
Jlt .r)tiations with the British Government. 

Brcakdo,_'n of Simla Talks 
\Ve cannot conceal our feelings that the Indian Delegation con

s!, 'ng of such stalwarts as Sir l'urshotamdas Thakurdas, 11r. G. D. 
r,' 1<1 and ~fr. Kasturbhai LalLhai have (lone their very best to protect 
fr ~:a's interests am! that they had no other alternative but to let the 
:r 1e talks end in a deadlock. It is also our feeling that the Lancashire 
[h 'l'gation kept its demands so high because so long as a new Trade 
.\ reement is not concluded, the prescnt arrangement of the Ottawa 
.\' "cement is to continue and under this arrangement, 1..T. K. is 
tl, initely a gainer. \Ve hope that the Government will take immediate 
;l< :un for termination of th'C Ottawa Trade Agreement fol1owing the 
1,- _'akdown of the Indo-British Textile negotiations, as \ve feel that 
tl 'n alone, Lancashire will see reason and put forward proposals 
\'. ',;(h will be equitable from the point of view of India as well. 

Personalty, we are not very sure that even a large off-take of OUr 

r;, '.\' cotton by P. K. will help us much, as it is largely long staple 
(, !lon of over :;iff staple that V,K, imports from India, and this coUon 
\', : would require for our own use in our mills which are now manu
r- 'turing finer qualities of cloth, and for which, indeed, they have to 
i! ~jlort long staple raw cotton from other countries, to supplement 
!:.lia's production of such cotton. 

We also hope that the Official Delegate of the Government of 
II: lia will not go beyond the advice tendered hy the Xon-official fndian 
!' 'Icgate.s who have been ass()(.'iated with these negotiations for the last 
I' months, and who are capable of repre,enting the wishes of the 
I 'lian Commercial Community and the public satisfactorily un the 

·ints at issue, \Ve also hope that in accordance with the ful1uwing 
r. ,olution a~.:t.·eptcd uy the I miian Legislative Assembly on the 2nd 
~ ")ril, 1938, the Government of India will not conclude any agreement 

til L. K. which may be found unacceptable by the Indian 
1. '~islatures: 

"This Assembly recommends to the Governor-General-in-Council 
1t no steps should be taken to conclude a fresh Indo-British Trade 

., ~reement or any Trade Agreement of a similar nature without first 
'lsulting the Assembly." 

We also hope that the Government of India have seen the stren~h 
the iceling in the country over this question, and trust that they 

\' n not over-ride the vie\\'~ expressed in this behalf by the expert 
::'JI1-official Advisers, and ,,,-ill not also tak"'f the unwise step of con-
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eluding any Agreement without consulting the Assembly broadly ,n 
regard to the terms of the agreement. 

We would also urge that the Government of India should (Jubl " 
without delay the Report submitted by the Xon-ot'ficial Advisers 1\ 

May, 1938. 

The Government of India should also consider the possibility 
entering into bilateral trade treaties with 5u(h countries \vhere '. c 
(an find an export market for our goods. In the case of U.K., a~ '1 

the case of Japan, if and when a trade agreement is (onc1uded, :1: 

import of piece-goods to India, should be linked with a suitable quant" 
of off-take of our raw cotton. If possible, there ought to be a stipu I 

tion about the kind of raw cotton to be exported, as the aim of ~Il 

such treaty should he to benefit the cultivators of the onlinary vari,· 
of cotton, \\Tho do not get a suitable price for the cotton due tll 
paucity of demand. 

Bilateral Trade Treaties 

In accordance with the resolution passed by the Legislati, 
Assembly on 30th March, 1936, it is the duty of the Go""rnmellt ' 
I ndia to examine imm~diately the trend of the trade of India wi; 
various other important countries and the United Kingdom and invest 
gate the possibility of entering into such uilateral trade treaties wit 
them ,\'henever and wherever possible to bring about the expansion ( 
the export trade of India in those markets. 

For instance, there is a very strong case for India having ,! 
increased preference for Indian Textiles in the East African markc 
India is the largest single customer of East African Cotton. 'fl
import of East African Cotton into India during the :rear 1937, was ( 
the order of 291,000 bales, which represenb 8-t per cent. of the Ea~ 
Afrit'an production of cotton. Being ~uch a large buyer of Ea~ 

African cotton India is entitled to demand a privileged position invoh 
ing in ... :reased preference for her textiles in the three territories of Ea
Africa. Tn fact India should recein~ better treatment in East Afri( 
than Japan ret'ei\'es in India in accordan(c with thc terms of the Indl' 
Japanese Trade .t\grc1.'t11cnt. for, India buys a much larger percent 
ag-e of the East A frican cotton production than Japan does in respel 
of the entire cotton production in India. \Ve feel that this concessio! 
should be of the nature of preferential duties and large quotas f(1 
Indian textile imports into the East African territories. L:et us com 
pare for in~tan(e the consumption of African cotton by to. K. as COIL 

pared with India. In 1937, the t~nitcd KingdoHl imported 31,000 hall'· o. Ea~t African Cottun as compared with 291,000 hales imported h.1 
India. Even ~u if \ve sec the figure for expurt of cottun piccc-g"Ood 
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ill' , East A frica, we find that U. K. was responsible for an export of 
I. ,7,000 yards in the year 1937, as compared with InJi;\ which export-
1." 13,266,000 yank \Vhat is more, the hal;lJwe of trade bet\\-een 

I: li:-;h East Africa and India has been against the latter. \Ve had an 

,t' erse balance of trade to the extent of 283 lakhs of rupees in the 
r\ _r 1936-37. 

\Ve trust that concerted efforts will be made by the In~liaIl l'extih~ 
I: ;ustry for securing an increased volume of trade in respL'ct of Illlli;m 

,-'{'goods in this market which will provide a suit,lblc scope for the 
lansion of India's export trade. 

Congress Cotton Enquiry, 1937 

On 2Rth October, 1937 the All-India Congress Committee in its 
~ding held at Calcutta appointed a Cotton Committee con:-;isting of 
,,;srs. llhubhhai J. Desai, Shankerla! Banker and Seth Jumn"lal 
tjaj to enquire into the recent heavy fall in the prices of lndian 
Iton and to rCI..'ommend measures in the interests of (ott on growers 
the country. The Committee conduded its enquiry by the end of 

L year and submitted its report early in January, 1938. In their 
;)ort the CommiUL"C expressed the view that it \vas '''Tong to interpret 
c phenomenon of low prices in cotton as a periodic miscalculation 
: the needs of the world with the consequent coincidence of -excessive 
"oduction owing to gocd weather in many parts of the world, parti
:brly in the cotton growing tracts of the world. The Committee 
,iIlted out that it was not merely the supply of cotton all over the 
'lrld that has suddenly increased, but also that the demand for cotton 
." been disturbed to considerable extent by the instahility of world 
'llditions, such as the political unrest in the Far East and the 'el'ono
ic uncertainty about the future in the \Vest. Further, some coun
ies of the ,,"orld such as Germany and other Central European 

. :ares, in a strenuous search for economic self-sufficiency, have been 
\'enting substitutes so as to eliminate or reduce their purchase of 
lported material of which cotton is one. In the opinIon of the 

{ l.lnuuittee active measures are necessary in order to save the cotton 
;ltivator in India from extreme and prolonged misery in which he 
:ll find himself as a result of the situation which has arisen. In 
';;gesting active measures at the hands of the Government and other 
3titutions interested in the welfare of the cotton g-rower, the l'om
;aee had before them the striking example of the Cnited States, the 
'hest and also the largest cotton producing country in the work\. 
lere in the CniteJ States Go\'ernmental <It.-tinn in the form of the 

!vancing of loans to the cotton growers and the curtailment of the 
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area under cotton has resulted in raising cotton prit-""es to an apprecia1.J,: 
degree. In the, face of this convincing result achieved in the rni' J 
States it is upto our Government to adopt similar measures in ( 
country. \Vhen there is at the moment a plethora of money 10 . \,.; 
market and the Central Government can borrow at a very low r::t: 

of interest there is no reason " .... hy a few crores of rupees should r ': 
be raised and offered to the cotton growers specifically for cott ,"1 

under special arrangement at selected centres all uver the count· 
::\lorem'cr the Imperial Hank of India at all suitable branches III 

advance the money on cotton deposited with the bank. Furtl~ 

wherever an applii.:ation is received from a cotton cultivator that I c 
is holding his cotton and is thus unable to pay his instairnellt on lal 1 
revenue or rcnt which has become due such application should i ~ 
granted. At the same time there should be inaugurated a compuls(J; Y 

st.'heme for the adequate curtailment of the area under cotton :-j 

rcspe(t of the next crop. It will have a great psychological effect an-] 
will be a source of considerable strength in the future market. Tl:~ 

agricultur,d department of the \"arious proyini.'lal governments shonl l 

b("stir themselves with regard to the suggestion for alternative cr()1 
wherever such distribution of seeds become necessary or is applic: 
for. A certain amount of government fund may also be locked tl:· 

in this matter. 

Defects of Cultivation of Cotton 

The Committee in its report alsu took care to point out the defcci' 
on the cultivation side of cotton in India. The position in this respel-l 

in India is extremely deplorable. The yield per acre of Indian cotb';l 
is ycry low as i.'omparerl with the yield per Jere in other cut ton gw\', 

ing countries of the world particularly in America. In India it :~ 

between 80 to 100 Ibs. per aut", while in America it is nearly 200 Ib~. 
The Committee also puinted out the weakness on the side (': 

marketing too. In this regard the (uitivator is labouring under seriuu· 
di~abilities amI a yery dependent position is taken hy India in the Indl ,
Briti.'h trade ITegotialions merely because India has a surplus of cotto,' 
which J11u:-;t be got rid of. To expand therefore the market f(·
Indian ("ott on the Committee sug-g-L'sted that serious measures shoul(; 
be COTlt'elllplated for an export subsidy" It is true that an expoTl 
subsid.y would mean throwing I nOlan cotton on the world market ;1'

a t::heap pril.'c and would iuyoke the bearing by the State of til 
difference between the pricc ruling in thc cuuntry and the artificial!~, 

reduct,(l price for foreign consumption, and would encourage th!' 
fon:lg-ner at the expense of th~ Indian taxpayer, but in \'iew of th~' 

seriuus situation that has arisen, all this han~ oecume necessary. Th ... 
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C'lmmittee in this connection pointed out that they would not be 
~',(:r5e to a small tax being imposed on the consumer of cotton in thi., 
,-, :,mtry, in order to enable the State to recoup for the outlay involved 
1:: this matter provided also the State keeps in mind that the textile: 
i!: lustry whether it is the handloom industry or the machine industry 
r,_ i~t be adequately protected if the need arises against the inroads 
,,: foreign textiles. 

Reduction of Freight on Cotton 

Further, examining the E. I. Cotton Assuciation's repres'Clltation on 
lL reuuction of railway freight on cotton, the Committee held that they 
.. :mot support that representation, as in their examination uf the ques

l" n they have found that the benefit of any rcdu\.."tioll of freight \\"(mld 
)", 'c reach the cultivatur, but only the consumer of cutton. 'fhe other 
;....ound for not advocating freight reduction directly in the interesb of 

~ cotton cultivator is that whatever cotton is consumed in the large 
~'~:ntres, where cotton reaches from the field is already coming tu the 
· ',lustry at a phenomenally low price with a relatively steady pri4..."'e 
· IT doth, almost on the basis when cotton was between Rs. 225 and 

..;, 250. The Committee, thcrt~fore. did not sec "ohy the railway 
· .cvenue should be lost in order to benefit the Indian textile industry. 

Import Dilly on Foreign Cotton 

With regard to the threatened import of American low middling 
',jtton (whose staple is comparable with several varieties of J lldian 
'llton) by a certain group of textile millowncrs in this country, the 

\ ()mmittce !Jointed out that when there is an unmanageable quantity 
i surplus of such cotton in this country it is the imperative duty of the 

- :;Ite to ward off that invasion. In view of the seriousness of the 
l_uatioll the Committee indeed felt it necessary to rccommend a total 
'nhibition of the import of cotton of }" staple from foreign countries 
](1 urged that efforts should be made to introduce better \Oariety cotton 

11 In<.iiao* 

1I1illo7.i.'ners' Vit~7.~) on Import Duty on Cottmt 

Mr. Krishnaraj 11. D. Thad;"rsey speaking at the Annual 
cneral l\leeting of the Bombay ).lillowners' Association on the 
~th ~Iarch 1938 observed in connel..'tion with the propo5al for the 
lposition of higher duty on imported cotton which was placed hefore 
,~ Association by the Government (Jf DomLKl), that the Gm'ernment 
'l'wed with concCrn the fall that had taken plal""C in thc price of cotton 

• These recommendations of the Cotton Committee were accepted by 
! ,:: AU-India Congress Committee held in Bombay in the month of 
'onuary. 1938. 
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and were considering \vhat steps might be taken to give relief h tilt 

cotton grower. One oi the rellledies which had been suggcsll II 

them was the impusitiul1 of an additional duty on those varictic u; 
cutton \vhich cumpeted \vith Indian cutton. II e stated that the I\ ::le'
ciation has always been opposed to the pcnalisation oi the ess!.': .i:d 

raw materials of the industry, for import duties on such matt.'. dl 
directly cuntravened all accepted canons of taxation, and it . a~, 
moreover, extremely duuotful whether an additional duty on for 611 

cotton would secure higher prices for the Indian cotton grower ::: l(~ 

the prices of Indian cotton WCfC governed by the prices payable :ur 
Indian (ottons in the world markets. However, bearing in mind, .h'~ 

very difficult positiun of the cotton gro\,,,'cr this year, hc stated that hl 
Committee of the Association '\tere inclined to agree to the imposi ull 

of an additional duty, not exceeding half an anna per pound un 
imported cotton of a staple length not exceeding IS-16th of an i 'iL 
entirely as a temporary measure applicable to the circumstances of . Its 

year. He also stated that the Association at the same time :1(1 
stressed the fact that in the event of a very short Indian cotton c p, 
or lndian cotton being completely out of parity with impurted CU\. '1; 

a duty of the type they had supported as a purely temporar), mea' " 
would be a. great handicap to the Indian Cotton manufacturing indu::: 

The Budget of the Government of India for the year 1938 ", 
hO\"ever, contained no rderence to this proposal and it is presUl ·d 
that the Government of India have not agreed to accept this sugges III 

of the levy of an import duty on cotton, at present. 

Reduction of Freight on Cotto II 

The East India Cotton Association as well as several other CI 1-

mercial as:;ociations like the Indian l\lcrchants' Chamber of Bom 
appruat'hed the Goyernrnent and the Railway Board with a re(F ~, 

for a substantial reduction in the railway freight on cotton, I ,e 
question was also examined by the Railways whu, however, came 
the conclusion that the cotton grower was not likely to benefit by:. " 
such reduction, It was also stated that the Government did not COl 

der it a policy to alter the freight rates frol11 time to time to meet tr: .t' 

fluctuations. It was also stated that such a policy '''"Quid mean t ~t 

in a period of falling prices which also generally coincided \\'ith ,I 

period of trade depression resulting in a falling off in the voluI1ll' 
traffic the Railways would be sacrificing revenue when they (:,,: ,.1 
least alford to do so, The Government of India also considered lr !t 

any feasible reoul,tion of r~ltes would haYe no appreciable influence ;1 

the position of the cotton growers, The proposed reduction in raih' 
freight on cotton would involve a loss of approximately 1}'2 crure::; 
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I{; . ·ees. The Government of India expressed their inahility on these 
;lll other grounds to an. "Cpt the demand of Bombay cotton interests 
tl r a reduction of raihvay freight on cotton. 

Cotto" Pruduction Custs Enquiry 

Close upon the heels of the conclusion of the Congress Com
n~: ,ee's enquiry on Cotton, \\-'as also concluded the enquiry of another 
(, lIuittee, although the same had commenced its enquiry some five 
\\ . S ~arlicr. It is the enquiry into the costs of cotton production 
llT '~rtaken five years ago at the instance of the Indian Central Colton 
C nmittee. It represents one of the most extensive enquiries under
t; -:n in this country, and it has cost no less than Hs. 1 y.? Iakhs, the 
t" :re amount of which has been paid by the Indian Central Cotton 
l 'nmittcc. The results of the enquiry have not hO\\·cver bccn 
l' )lished, but it is stated that they win be set forth in not one but 
;t '.Ties of reports forming a composite whole. Each cotton producing 

·wince will have one report, which will also give a picture of the 
I! . ustr), as a whole throughout India. The first report to be published 
\" I be for the Punjab. 

Apart from the usefulness of the inquiry by itself, it is expecteq 
t· he the starting point for a cotton marketing survey which will 
~, Irtly be undertaken under the supervIsion of the Agricultural 
, ~rketing Adviser, and financed by the Indian Central Cotton 
l ·;nmittee. 

First Indian Yarn Exchallge 

The year 1937 will go in the history of the Indian Textile Industry 
it saw the establishment of the first Yarn Exchange in 1ndia, anti 

~ second of its kind in the world, the only other Yarn Exchal)ge 
:ng in Japan. For many years in the past 1ndia had a large trade 

I yarn, when hundred:"> and thousands of bales of Indian yarns used 
Lc regularly exported to Chilla and other overseas markets. Hut 

I.:f on with the grO\\"th and development of thc spinning industry 
all thest: l'ountries 1ndia's yarn trade fell down heavily, so much 
that sometime ago it almost dwindled into insignificance. As a 

1 ,nIt of all this, the number of mcn:hanb engaged in yarn trade alsi) 
,'ame smaller. Thus in the heyday of our export trade in yarns 
_'rc were over one hundred merchants dealing in yarns, but to-day 
. number has been reduced to a bare Ii. fty. Further due to the Jack 
any central organisation regulating the demand and supply of 

( ,ton yarns, thc whole trade was in a rlisorganised state. 1n such a 
Ie of things the hand loom ano thc small weavers \\·ere finding it 
Teasingly difficult to compete against foreign doth by hasing yarns 

9 
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of a suitable, satisfactory and uniform qualities at fair prices. 1t 
was to remove all this, that last year some of the leading merch; ~~ 

of Bombay, principal among them being Seth Haridas Madha" <, 

Seth Maganlal Parbhudas and lilT. Sankalchand G. Shah, turned tl .Ie 

attention to the question of establishing a central machinery or 

regulating, organising and reviving the yarn trade of this coury y, 

With that end in view they founded in :\O\'ember 1937 the first y '0 

exchange in India at Bombay known as the Bombay Exchange Limil 1. 
Like other exchanges only members are allowed to do business in ll: 

Exchange, while non-memhers can do business only through ,Ie 

members. Business is done according to a well-framed code of ru _':0; 

by which trading risks have been greatly minimised while ,,'d 
speculation such as was erstwhile being \ ... ·itnessed in the yarn mark ;~ 

of Bombay has been practically stopped. Trading is done in . ,e 
Exchange on both Indian and foreign yarns, and trading uhlts "C' 

2S balcs or multiples thereof. It is believed that the Exchange \ .il 
serve its purpose by rendering a useful service to -spinners, distribul( 5 

and weavers of all classes in the country. 

Price Movements in 1937 

As has been stated above price of raw cotton in 1937 witne~~ 
a heavy recession. In the beginning of January the price of Bro: 1 

cotton was -Rs. 229 per candy of 784 Ibs. The price ruled alnv i 

steady during the month, the tluctuation being limited to a rupee 'r 

two. At the beginning of February it was quoted at Rs. 227, but 
the end of the month the price had dropped down to Rs. 222. Dur;, 
1-larch there was some spurt in price, at the end of which it was quot 
at Rs. 244. In the early part of April the price ruled still high 
it being Rs. 250 but by the end of the month it had again dropl' 
down to Rs. 225. During the whole of lIlay and the first week 
June the price fluctuated between Rs. 231 and Rs. 240. But fr,' I 

the middle of June the nem-csis of raw cotton commenced, prices beg: 1 

to fall heavily, amI by the end of July it had come to touch Rs. 1" 
AUbTllst witnessed further fall and it closed with only Rs. 178. '1';. 
sagging process went on unabated till November when cotton reach, 
the rock-bottom price of Rs. 155. It was checked however at 11 
dose of the year, and prices wer~ perceptibly marked up. 

MvntMy Highest and Luz,'est Prices 

Appended below are two tables giving the monthly highest aT] 

lowest prices of raw cf'tton M.C.F.G. Dro<lch and Indian and Americl 
cottons at Liverpool during the year 1937. 
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M. G. F. G. Broadl (IlumLay) 

(per candy of 78-l ILs.) 
) . 'nth Highest Lowest Delivery 

Rs. Rs. 
:luary 229 227 April-Jlfay 1937 
hruary 227 220 do. 
Irch 245 233 do. 
'ril 250 225 do. 

;IY 239 231 do. 
: LIle 240 225 July-Aug. 1937 
ily 218 193 do. 
ug-ust 194 178 do. 
"'plcmber 190 179 April-May 1938 

, !t'lohcr 168 161 do. 
,IJvcmber 164 155 do. 
\cccmber 172 163 do. 

Prices at Liverpool 

(pence per lb.) 

',lonth Middling American Fine Broach 

Highest Lowest Highest LO\\Tcst 

:lIlUary 7.34 7.10 5.99 5.89 
. "L'Lruary 7.41 7.22 5.92 5.74 
,larch 7.95 7.70 6.28 6.01 
\pril 7.97 7.22 6.40 6.0-1 
day 7.45 7.23 624 6.10 
'une 7.31 6.92 6.23 6.02 
uly 6.98 6.12 6.01 5.30 
\ ugust 6.20 5.63 5 .. 36 -1.95 

:-:cptcmber 5.56 5.08 -1.87 -1,33 
h . .-tober -1,89 4.75 -1.12 3.93 

\ovemOcr -1.64 4.55 3.99 3.80 
, kcember 4.88 4.65 4.05 3.97 

N. ll. Quotations for Broach are nominal. 

Prias of Cotton Picctgoods 

Vis~a-vis this continuous and vrecipitou~ fall in the prices of raw 
'otton, prices of cotton pieccg-uods remainctl more or less steady 
luring the )rear. This will be apparent from the following table 
~i\'ing the prices of certain typical grades of cotton manufactures and 
their index numbers from January 1937: 
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Base July 1914-100 

(Iter Yarn U.K, White A\'('ro. 
Indlgenolls ~hirtill!!s Rallis Japanese' Whito Qol{t", 

}(()~THS 40s (per 5IlJ~) N,,_ 99 NaillM",ks Malluf. 
1937 Prke a;:,"JlJO) ds. 1(:\l)fll tUfl'S 

Index Prk(' Index l'ricc IndcJ: Index> 
It'!. A. P. N,', R •. A. l>, Xu. Us. A. I'. ~o. 

January 3 2 6 Uti J3 H 9 J.lH 4 J" 6 12', 11' 
.February :1 2 0 n5 1:1 8 0 llS .j 15 6 127 117 
March :1 4 0 tl\) Jl 0 0 154 ::; 2 0 l:n D 
AI:}ril :l 3 9 98 J4 (I 0 101 " :1 0 132 ]:;:..; 

1\ ay 3 2 9 9" H 0 0 154 :; 3 0 1:~2 12 ~ 
.Junc 3 :; 0 101 14 0 0 154 5 i'i 0 J31 1 '}-
July 3 3 3 H7 14 '0 0 E)4 5 2 0 J:ll 121' 
August :1 II I) 91 14 0 0 154 4 7 0 11 :1 11.', 
September ... :1 2 6 96 13 8 0 J·IB ·1 7 0 II:! 1r. 
October :I 3 3 97 13 8 0 148 4 a 0 1(q 11:: 
November ... 3 :1 3 97 13 8 0 148 4 0 0 IW 111 
December ... 3 3 3 97 13 8 0 148 4 1 Ij 104 ll! 

Average Price of Cloth in India 

We give below for purpose of comparison figures issued by til 
Bombay I\Iil1owners Association shmving the average price per yard 
of Indian }Iill-made cloth since 1929-30, the year in which depressio" 
in the Cotton Mill Industry can be said to ha"e set in. This will sen 
to show that the consumer has been getting his cloth at progressivel. 
cheaper rates during the last few years: 

Average Price per yard of Indian Mill-made Cloth 

(in annas) 

1929-30 3.81 
1930-31 3.15 
1931·32 2.87 
1932-33 2.77 
1933-34 2.64 
1934-35 2.66 
1935-36 2.55 
1936-37 2.48 

* It may be explained that the figure showing the average price per 
yard of Indian cloth has been taken out on the same basis as in previous 
years vi.: .. the average price of standard langeloth plus a fixed percentage 
addition to cover the higher price of bleached and coloured goods. In 
this connection it should be noted carefully that the real fall in value whid. 
has taken place during the last 23 years since 1936, is much greater than 
what is represented by the figures when one takes into consideration the 
progressively increasing quantities of fine goods latterly turned out by 
Indian Mills which are much hi9her in price than ordinary standard grey 
IOD9cloth. 
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This reduction in the average price per yard is all the more signi
ti Int because the /'l.'r capita consumption of cloth in India ha~ been 

the increase all these years. For instance in 19.30-.31 it was 13.49 
\ 'ds, in 1931-32 H.28 yards, in 1932-33 16.70 yards, 1933-34 14.7 
\ ,ds, 1934-35 15.GO yards, 1935-36 16.57 yards and in 1936-37 15.54 
, tls.** For details of the figures of the per capita consumption of 

cc-goods, we would invite a reference to Appendix H 011 "Hamlloom 
\\ l'Jving in India." 

This will also serve to make it clear that the bogey of consumer's 
l' I..'fcsts Lcing jeopardiscd by protection to indigenous industry cannot 
I" raised in this case as also in the case of the second biggest Industry 

India, viz., Sllgar* and with increased protection and an extcnded 
.rh~t there is every prospect for the indigenous textile industry, both 

I lis and hand looms, to supply the Indian market with cloth at 
l" !llpetitive and cheap rates. 

Night Shift Working of Mills 

\Ve give belO\v a table showing the night shift working of mills 
1'; Bombay City and in Ahmedabad along with the Ilumber of workers 

lployed on night shifts during the last seven calen(iar years: 

MOllthly .j,'crage Number of Mills Working Night Shifts ill 
II .'mba), Cit}! and ~lhmcdabad 

1931 1932 1933 1934 1935 1936 1937 

UotTlbay City 24 26 13 25 33 36 45 
. \hmc(labad 18 20 15 24 29 30 47 

Total 42 46 28 49 62 66 92 

~YlllHbt:r u[ Workers i!.1Il/,lo.'\'l'd il1 ,-Yight Shifts 

'mha)' City 10202 15297 6032 16154 2;317 25022 38597 
. l111cJahad 6269 70R9 490R 9529 11613 12692 26579 
! ,tal workers 16471 22386 11-l-l0 25683 37930 3771-1 65176 

A glance at the table \"ill show that during the ycar 1937 a hr:~er 
Imber of mills ,".-orked double ~hifts and a larger number of wor:;f.:rs 
re employed on double shifts . 

...... It would be ot interest to note that the per capita consumption of 
,th in Malaya is 30 yards and of the whole world 55 yards. Thus it 
I be seen that there is an enormous scope for the development of the 

: igcnous industry even in the internal market if the consumer is enabled 
buy more as a result of an improvement in his purchasing power. 

'Vide The Indian Sugar Industry Annual 1937, and 1938, by M, p, 
(ndhi. 
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Special Features of the Bombay Industry 

One of the most notable features of the Industry in Bomhay II 

recent years has been its movement tuwards the manufacture of ft' '~r 

goods. So lung as the mill industry was content with catering mai h· 
for the demand for coarse c1uth it coulu not hope to capture the ent "l' 

Indian market. For that lmrpo .... "C it had to produce finer and Ill' -l' 

diversified goods. The lead in this matter was taken by the Ahll1L" 
bad Industry. In fact the Indian Tariff Board of 1927, held t' 

Bombay hau let gu its opportunities in this regard. and that t 

cXIJlained partially the depressed condition uf the HurnLay Indu~ \' 
in 1926. Since 1927, however, Dumbay has made a consideral 
advance in this (liredion and its production is to-day, on the wh( 
1l1U1 .. 'h finer and morc diversified than it was in 1927. Ahmetlah:! 
how~\'er, continues tv maintain the lead that it has always taken I: 

this respect. The folluwing table shows that Bombay has gone ti 
in rC(.'"CIlt years anu Ahmedabad steadily continues to go finer sti . 

A1!Crage Yardage per lb. of Pieccgoods 

Bombay City Ahmedabad 

Year. Grey Grey 

Unbleached Coloured U nbleachetl Colour 

1926-27 4.17 4.82 4.70 5.67 

1931-32 4.60 5.01 5.14 5.64 

1936-37 4.75 4.86 5.53 6.37 

The Indian Tariff lloard of 1927 also found that the outstandi 
feature of production of piecegoods in Bombay \\'as the ("omparatin
small proportion of Dhoties manufactured, This feature has sin 
disappeared and the character of Bombay production is now much t1 ," 
same as that of Ahmedabad, 

Another special feature of the llombay Industry in recent yea 
has been the introdudion during the last dct:ad'C (If what is known 
".Kationalisation" or "Efficiency schemes." The introductiun of the 
schemes has been prominent in both the spinning and weaving dcpar -
ments. The Bomhay industry has also undertaken a considerab 
amount of financial fe-organisation. The Indian Tariff Board, 192 
h,ld drawn attention to the overcapitalisation brought ahout during tl 
boom perio{l ill nombay and had suggested that a process of writi) 
down of capital was essential. During the last ten years, the proct 
of writing down of capital has been carried out to a certain extent 
Bombay. 



Table showing the position of the Cotton industry. III J:)Olllllay clllu 

Ahmedabad. relatively to its position in the whole of India. 

Numher of mills dur· Production of Yarn Production of Woven Goods of 
ing the year ending (Mmions of pounds) 

all descriptions 
:JIst August (lliliiolls of pounds, 

1919 1927 1932 ]937 1918-19 1926-27 1931-32 1936-37 1918-19 1926-27 1931-32 1936-37 
--- ----- --- ----- -- ---

Bombay 85 83 81 69 306 345 322 277 177 265 264 251 
Ahmedabad 5] 66 78 81 73 106 152 163 71 105 149 170 
Rest of India 122 187 ISO 220 236 356 492 614 102 169 259 361 

._-- -- ----

Total ... 258 136 339 370· 615 S07 966 1.054 350 539 672 782 

Percentage of : 

Bombay tD all India 32.9 24.7 23.9 18.6 49.7 42.8 33.3 26.3 50.6 49.2 39.3 32.1 
Ahmedabad to all 

India 19.8 19.6 23.0 21.9 11.9 13.1 15.8 15.5 20.3 19.5 22.2 21.7 
Rest of India to 

all India 47.3 55.7 53.1 59.5 38.4 44.1 50.9 58.2 29.1 31.3 38.5 46.2 

* Excluding Burma. 
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Diminishing Dominance of Bombay. 

Another very outstanding develupment in the industry in 
post-war ptriou has been the gradually decreasing dominance 
Bombay. The industry is more and more shifting to Ahmedabad ill 

the rest of India. Thus in 1926-27 the number of mills working
Dombay was 83, whereas ill 1936-37 it was 69. As compared wi 
the former year the number of looms, the average number of pers(J: 
employed and the approximate quantity of cotton consumed by tl 
mills declined in the latter ycar by 16.7 per cent., 10.5 per cent., 2'1 
peT cent. and 16.7 per cent. respectively. During the same period ( 
ten years Ahmedahad registered an increase of 15 mills, while 
I.:ompared with 1926-27 the number of spindles, the number of loon 
and the average number of persons employed have risen by 40,9 p( 
cent.,. 59.0 per cent. and 32.7 per cent. respectively. The appruxirna' 
quantity of cotton consumed has also increased by 63.7 per cent. 

It will be apparent from these comparative figures that the texti!· 
industry in Bomhay is losing its importance, while Ahmedabad pal 
passu with the rest of India is gaining ground. The causes contribu~ 
ing to this state of affairs arc several. In the first place the manage. 
ment of the mills in Ahmedabad is much mOre economical as th 
l\lanaging Agents have a keen persunal interest in the managemel, 
of their mills in which they have a large stake unlike some of tll 
Ylanaging Agents of the Bombay Mills who have many kinds ,. 
business to attend to and who arc, therefore, unable to look after th 
mark1.gement of the mills as assiduously and closely as the ~tanagir, 
Agents oi Ahmedabad. The Special Tariff Board in its Report aI, 
ohserved that "in Ahmedabad we find a group of modern and w~r 
equipped mills, many of which are manufacturing tine quality good 
nearer to the types imported from the enited King-dom than are t 

he found at any other centre in India. On a comparison of the tral· 
ing and financial results uf both Bombay and ,,\hmedabad l1lill~ 

one generally finds Ahmedabad group returns much better than th, 
Bombay mills." 

Financial position of t"e Indllstry. 

Any survey of the Lutton t~xtilc industry will not be complet, 
without a ~tt1dy of the capital iu\'c::.ted in the in(lu::.try. the n:SC1'\'l 

huilt (Jut of pa:,l profits, the size of net Block, the profits earned alll: 
the di\'ideml~ declared hy the mills. The fll\1m, ing tahh: gi\'es lhe~l' 
particulars relating to SOI11(, of the important r nd!an milIs:-



-o CAPITAL & DIVIDEND STATEMENT OF COTTON MILLS IN INDIA 

Name 

----- ---------
Aaron Hpg-. & Wvg. l\fill!~ 
Ahllwda'llId Advance Mills 
Apollo l\1i1lR 

Hallg'alore \V. C. & S. l\1i1151 
Hasanti Cotton l\lills 
B!'lIgai Luxmi CottOli )li11R 
Bellgal NHgpUI' Cotton ~li11R 
BiTla Cottoll SP/!. & \\'vg. MiIJ~ 
Homhay ('otton i\lfJ.,:'. Co. 
Homl)(lY Ilyeill~ & Mfg. Co. 
Howrf'ah (~ottoll :'tliUs 
Bradhury Mills 
Buckingham & Carnatic Co. 

Cnwnpore Textile~ ... ., 
Cenlral India ~pg. Wvg. &: MIg. Co. 
Ccntur.y Rpg-. & Mfg. Co. " 
Cambodia :\fill:-l ... . .. 
Coimhatorc Hpj.!. & W\'g. Co. 
Col a hn LIlli d & M ill Co. 
Conrln ~pg:. &: Wvg. Co .. 

David Mills Co. 
Dawn Mills Co. 

Paid.up 
Capital 

a,fi,"l,227 
10,11\000 
2iJ,l(),1 00 

26,Zfl,lXlO 
7,(14,~'68 
1,11,2RO 

12,1)(1,(0) 
15,rX I,(H} 
2:?,'14,770 
G2,7·~,:iOO 
]8,(. U (;0 
:!4,8:1,iXX) 

),10,51,100 

G,:I;.,405 
96,'-':7,5(0 
1~,5(),lX)() 
11,(~ 1,0(1) 
(),~12,:it~J 

2H,C)(I,LXJO 
l:llxVOO 

24,00,(00 
8,00,000 

Reserves 

58,15,465-

8,72,000 

5,2:),000 
l,'27,ma 

9~,H4,79~ 
211,~,(}fl3 
2,22:272 

38,54,ti:Vi 

2,4n;()G2 
67,24,444 
G4,'il,IH7 

~ ;'),1117 
4,45,52S 

]3,U!l,H:~U 
(i,5t:,277 

27,31\808 

I Dividend % per nnnum 
Net Block Net profitl-----i· - - - .-

, I 1034 ! 19:15 I lU3H 1937 

---.--- - ----

42,70,2i~t ' 
7IAo,';'t\2 I 

;W,r.(\,i~7 : 
1] ,'i":!,41 Ii 
14,11l,n:IH 
1l,:t\IICO 
1 !.I, ;'P,lX (l 
1Fl,lii,H!')7 
(;7 ~l(),4lil I 

27,1i:.!,{k7 I 

2:I,H:!,4()H I 

8(),~14,t)fJ8 II 

1! ,:lH,o.1 1 
l,l\20,W7 

'i2,H:I,:IH4-
~U{,'.!50 

J:l,Hi ,:!47 
b9,1 ~i,:142 
U,~OA<Jl 

74,1n,H~~ 
25.iH,oJl 

~!,fl!~ I '. 
1,1{),X~,) I 15 ]5 

-},10,:l0G Nil Nil 

1,04,f)75 
1,4:\:2 

!)'j ,14:1 
~).77H 

l,.n,H45 
-15/11:1 
B,O:I'(':)I 
-:I,CK'O 

-1,1\1,407 
5,5','iJO 

f>O,:~m 
f>,R4,2(KJ 
1,:11 ,0(1:1 
W,~U4 
l,U I f) 

H5,:Wl 
64,151 

4 
Nil 
Nil 
Jf 

[) 
Nil 
12 
Nil 
Nil 
1U 

Nil 
H 
5 

]() 

Nil 
4 
4 

7 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 
l() 
Nil 
Nil 
10 

Nil 
H 

Nil 
8 
2 

Nil 
5 

14 
Nil 

8 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 
1() 

I Nil 
Nil 
7, 

Nil 
8 

Nil 
5 
5 

2j 
5 

-1,04,AI'.) I Nil ! Nil Nil 
-J,t.lS,077 4 I 4 4 

r. 
15 
Nil 

8 

5 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 
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Nil 
Nil 
10 

Nil 
7 
8 

Nil 
Nil 

4 
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i!:l-
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CAPITAL & DIVIDEND STATEMENT OF COTTON MILLS IN INDIA (Contd.) 
..... .. 

I Paid:ur i Reserve. I Net Block 

I Dividend % per annum 

Name Net Profit I 
19:16 I W37 

Capita II) 141 H):15 

-~-.~-

_i ___ ------ .-- --- -···1-:;9,n9,~~· 10110 
<!:' 

Dhakcshwari Cotton Mills 8,5:l,445 B5,"0,?W 5,14,254 10 10 tl 
Dunhar Mills •. : 19,<IJ,I,()(} 14,39,088 21,5G,71G ;14,2:-\0 Nil Nil Nil Nil -~ Edwar(i Ras!oIoon Mills ... 1 I 7,il< 'i'() ;17/~1,ao - 1.H:),1~1.\4 Nil Nil Nil 
E. n. Sa,;~oon United Mills .•. 2,50,lO,I:!7 9,29,77,909 -2,77,74n Nil Nil Nil (J 
RIg-in )lill~ Co. :~2.rK),( 00 19,45,002 :15,2ti,t:i:I:1 \.l\.l,Biti b 5 5' 5 0 
Elphinstone Spg. & Wvg. MiliA 50,(X),fXtJ 5O,:I:I,4UIj -1,Uj,772 Nil Nil Nil "'l 

"'l 
Finlay ~lills 40,00,('00 1,99,476 26,07,4:J7 1,:19,1:31 Nil 2. 3 5 0 

! <!: 
Goknk Mill. 30,04,700 10,08,479 2A,4\lG4 j :J,31 ,22101 n 1 7 7 :I "'l 
Gold Mohur Mill. 20,W,Q() 4:!,60,496 -1,17,IH& Nil Nil Nil Nil trr 

:>.: 
Hinclu,tan Spg. & Wvg. Mills 12,O),1XXJ 19,40,509 1,00,171 7; 7, 7, 81 :::l 
Indore Mnlwa United :\Olill~ 2O,CXVXXl G,flO,2&1 53,21,Bi8 3,51,0]0 Nil Nil Nil 

to-t71. 

KnifH'swarar ~tilli-l ti,5( ),(((1 , 18,i4/:~n 12,f):-l,:lOO 1,7D,48-! 20 \!U 15 15 ~ 
Ke:-;ol'lun Cotton ~tills :15,iM'rI':X) , 3,O:I,H57 :e,:l(1,72U :I,:J:!,':l2J 12\ Nil Nil 20 tl 
Khatau Makanji Spg & Wvg. Co. 2ft,Bll,:l7() lo.4H,2fY.l f):J,14,4HO 1,Hl,i-!GO Nil Nil " 3 c: 
Kohinoor ~Iills Co .. . i\ I,U, l,t OJ 1 ;),4:! .2[):J :17,'Jl,.I()5 2,g4,O()G 8 A 10 ~ '" "'l 
Lnk"hmi Cotton ~ffg. Cll. IG,OOrO) 6G,6:),Rfl~}* 57,1..0,:IG5t 48,707 I(c 5 5 5 

;;;, 
l.ak!Oihmi Mill~ Co .. U,W,(XO :1,::-1,tf26 I2.6j,1~l 1,16,,02 ICI 10 10 "<' 

Madura :\otitis Co. OH,34,7:IH 61,45,000 6\1,44.4m 5,86,703 5 10 10 10 
Malabar HpJ(. & Wvg. Co. 6,10.1,;0 I 7,57,Ot3 3,01,7:19 10,\)04 10 , 4 3 .1 
Me\'Pr 8a!\!o\oon Mills .. lO,tM\((D 45,57,!tN -1,f~.tH5 Nil 1 Nil Nil 
Mo,lel Mill., (N.gpur) !)..t,!ll,H~,) ~:l,!')90 Il,'?!1/J:\7:!4+ - 17. ;':)1; Nil Nil Nil 
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Name 

Mohini MiliA ... 
Morarjp.e GoculdaA Spg. & Wvg. 
Muir Mills Co. 

New City of Bombay Mfg. Co. 
New Victoria Mills Co. 

Pankaja Mills 
Phoelllx MilI!-l 

n. (:. Cotton 1\0118 
Rndhakl'iHhnfi Mills 
H:tjIUaKSIlUll lUlIJ!-l 

Sa,;:moll & Alliane(> Silk Mill Co. 
S8~SOOIl Kt)g. & Wvg. Co. 
~~l()IIlJlllr ~.\,g. l~ Wvg. Co. 
SlIllph'x :'Ill I. ... Co. ... 
SitHram ~(ills 
Rv;ulrshi :'Hills Co. 
Swad(i:;;hi Cotton Mills Co. 
Swan Mills 

Tata Mills 

Vasllntha Mills 
Vi~hnu Cotton Mills 

Western India Spg. & Mfg. Co 

Co. 

,. Indu(ling Depreciation Fund. 

t Gr0ss Block. 

'-1 --. 

paiil'~UI) 
Capita 

I 1 

Reserves 

J:J,!lB,H% 
11.50,10) 
30,0':),00) 

n,m,IXXl I 

:15,.JtJ,2to ; 

D,U6.7((j I 
H,W,tOO 

H,115,:IO:) 
8,411,"00 I 

tl,~'t'I,~K') i 

il,2.1,-th 
:U,,'H,P04 
45,0/,·1;17 

1:'l,993 
9,46,(1H7 

:12,000 
57,0.'\,1:12· 

2,ti~t,H29 
til),K:m 

2:>,1.10.000 :11 ,2&i 
5,0 I,' 00 I 4; 7,72" 

l:!,r.. I,()(,O 1 ,Z7 ,;\8,4 SO 
14,D:I,Il(() - ;!'7,Hl,.J.Utl*' 
l:j,I~J,}ln I 1,IO,7t15 
22,27,\I~) S:UH,O'ID* 
;t~,m,lKX.l I U,50,lKXJ 
24,ONXX) : tiH,:m2 

14,fl8,550 21,946 

9,' o,eo 1 50,140 
24,fXJ,lOO ,,7,71,758" 

12,00,[0') 41,GB,8!9 

I 
I Dividend % pel' annum 

Net Block Net Profit I I 1 I 
I _ ___ _ _ 1U34 lt135: 19:;6 i lU3/ 

] .1,90,120 
7(),H:V)oti 
:l4,S."i,li 12 

28,\1:1/ 150 
:.?O/12,2<J7 

8,:15/, .. 'if) 

5O,t;'2'~~2tl 
Il,Ot,;)()() " 
lU,54l)J(oi 

1,'j~.:U2 
28.1~,:1~(J 

1,/1,:1:1,114 
49JH;,I,,~()t 
13,:!5,UIO 
94,[)\1,7DH 
<:lu,17,9U6 
20,07,"32 

88,21,288 

10.57,030 
69,51,7H3't 

ii7,H4,G7!1-r! 

1,.!:I,n 9 I 5 
47,844 Nil 

4,14/167 40 
I 

1,10,918 
-1.10,639 

Nil 
Nil 

67,157 0 
-28,769 10 

75,S:t3 
52,217 

7il,;>40 
17,()(j:) 

2,1'j',UJ9 
;)7,H5J 
7H,nm 

2,LI,7H I 
6,04,:151 
1,2~,HHO 

49,540 

1,01,092 I 
2,OO,:IO!} 

46,936 

Nil 
U! 
U 

Nil 
Nil 

(; 

Nil 
5 
4 

-'0 
Nil 

Nil 

9 
12 

4 

61 71 
Nil Nil 4 
J5 ~71 22) 

Nil Nil Nil 
Nil Nil Nil 

tl 7 7 
lU 10 

Nil Nil 
1" 9 

0 8 8 

H 12 
Nil Nil 

(j :; Nil 
4 ~± .\ 

:1 01 
4 :, ti 

2') :!() ~5 
Nil ~I 5 

Nil Nil 

71 Ii 7 
I; 10 10 

4 4 4 

-~ 
~ 
~ 
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},fills ani! Handlooms' Increasing Share 

In the preceding pages, we haye referred to the steady incre;] 
made by the Tndian Cotton ~Iills in the production of both yarn ar·! 

pieeegoods. V,ie have also commented upon the visible tcnoeney 
the \'ariot:, mills interesting themselves in the production of fill 
quality of goods to cater for the market in India. If the presc" 
satisfactory position of the industry is to be continued, it is clear th 
the Government should not think of reducing the existing rates of pr. 
t'ective duty, either in favour of the l.~nited Kingdom or of any oth\ 
country. as the Industry needs to he safeguarded for some time to co.) 

against foreign competition. enless this is done there is little prOSp6" 
for the Indian Industry consolidating its position and increasing j. 

share of the Indian market. Of the total consumption of cloth j. 

India at present, the Indian milts contribute 61 per cent., the Indi:! 
handlooms contribute 26 ver cent., \vhereas the imports contribute on I) 
13 per cent. This is a happy feature. If the Industry is to achieY'. 
its goal in view, 'viz., the replacement of foreign cloth by indigcnm: 
production, the Industry should be assured of adequate tariff protcctio! 
for some years to come. It needs hardly be emphasised that if this i 
dOlle. it will be possible for us before long to produ("e all the clotl 
required by us for our consumption. This view gathers addition;t' 
strength from the fact that the handlnolll production has been makin,!.. 
headway during all these :years, and indeed of late it is hcin:.: 
patrunised by the people in recognition of its lasting qualities as als( 
out of their feeling that the money spent on hand-woven doth j" 

rctairred in the country and goes to help the poor artisans in tht 
villages who need such industries for supplementing their meagr<-
annual income_ Due to tile impetus that the Congress Gov-ernments ir 
as many as seven large and important ] )royinces of India have ~iven 
the production uf Klwddar, that i~ doth wO\'en on handlooms out o( 
yarn spun on the Clwrklla, is definitely on the increase. Due to such 
favourahle conditions and the fceling in the minds of the people fur 
patft)ni~ing Swadeshi doth. Ci't'l/ al a s(l(Yi/iCl', there can oe no reason. 
if suitable conditions are t:n:ated for the development of the Industry. 
whv the l'olllbined output ot Indian Cotton Textile ~lills and the hand
loollls should not be ahle to make Tndia alm()~t completely self-suffident 
in the matter of supply of doth at an early date. 

Imporla1la of tilt ht(iuslry in tilt.' ."-atjOlwl Economy 

The Cotton Textile Industry is the higgest national Industry of 
India which reprcsents a capital inn.'stlllcnt of o\'er Rs. 40 (fores . 

• For statistical position of the industry, vide. "The Cotton Industry 
at a Glance," in the earlier portion of the AnnuaL 
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\ 'lirh gives employment to no less than 4 lakhs of w()rkt:rs including 
~ lakhs of women, consumes ahout 27 lakhs bales of I ndian Cotton 
'I of a total prnlluction of about 54 lalh.., of bales. The ~aiety and 
-.):.:re~s of stich a national indllstry must cuntinuc to rc\:ein.' the l'areful 
(,l1tion of her capitalists, labour leaders. \e~i:;Jatur~, amI politicians. As 

·.;.rodians of the interests of India, it is also the paramount duty of 
\..' Gcvernmcnt to help the industry adequately in order to enahle it to 
refsiiy its productioll and to increase its cffi(:icncy during the pt..'rio<i 

shelter, to a level which \\'ould enable it to do away \\"ilhin a 
': l'<l.suratJle period of time the necessity of a high tariff ,':all against 

lport of piecegoods from foreign countries. It is also esselltial to 
duce the various handicaps of the Industry, c.g., by a suitable devalua

I <Ill of th'c rupee, which at the present time is definitely over-valued-a 
'duction of which has been urged very \'chemently [(:cent]y by th-..: 
<Ingress, hy at least 7 Provincial Guvernments, and the Commercial 

" 11l11l11unity in all p<=trts of the country, in the interests of the <1grkul-
irists, by a reduction of the pre<;cnt high raih,·ay freights, by reducing 
H: burden of various other direct and indirect taxes on the Industry. 

The goal of the development of the l'utton industry can be for
IUlatcd at either having a full command of the 1 ndian market or at 
:anufacturing the whole output of Indian Cotton. To our mind. 
Ie former goal of catering for the Indian market, if nel'"Cssary, by 
'lporting long-stapled cotton fur manufacturing- finer quality of cloth 
II such time as sufficient quantity of the requisite quality of long
,dpJed cotton becomes available in India, appears to be better for the 
t.'ar future. By accepting the goal of supplying all grade:; uf dt.'mands 
I the Indian market, we avoid the necessity of ellterinR into competi-
1Jll with f()rei~n countries in fureigll lllarkeb which \\-c may not ue 
).!c to stand due inlcr alia, to high tariff against us. and we call also 
)11Sl1111e larger <Iuantity of J ndi.:lTl l~otton ,,-h;ch finds it inneasingly 

:fti.cult to find markets outside India. This alsu constitutes thl' best 
dlltion of the problem of marketing of the cotton-grower of 

ndia. * llcsicie::-l, the possihilities of expanSIOn of Indian 
<)ods in the home market are far greater than 

the foreign countries, most of which are trying to he self-sufficient 
" far as possihle, Apart from the existence of a hu_~e potential and 
msistcntly incrca:;ing market in the country itself. the g-ro\\·ing 
-ntimcnt for Swadcshi amongst the peoplc furnishes a strong' reason 
If the inrligenous industry to seek to cater for the m .. "Cds of India 

'Hl make it :-:df-sufficient in this respect as far as po~sibk. 
The Cotton Textile Industry of India is (Jur largest inrlustry. 

I III rolicli , manncd and financed by the nationals of the c()untry, It i!'l 

• V ide. Appendix A. 
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one of the few organised industries in India which the lndi:, 1 

industrialists have been able to develop against heavy odds, and inde' 
against keen competition from the C.K. and Japan. It is the prima" 
duty of the people of the country to extend their patronage to dll'. 
made in India, even at a sacrifice and thus enable the full developme: 
and expansion of this industry which occupies a very import:.: 
l'0sition* in the Xational Economy of India, and \,"jth which tl~ 

wei fare of millions in this country is closely linked up. 

- --:Por a fuller discussion. vide The Indian Cotton Textile lndustry
Its Past, Present and Future-with which is incorporated th. 1937 Annual 
p,250, 



Appendix A 

Cultivation, Export and Import of Cotton in India 

By general consensus of opinion, India is regarded as the birth
ace of cotton growing. The story of the origin of cotton growing 
J\\"Cver, is lost in the dimness of India's hoary past. Xeverthcl~ss, 

Jtton and cotton goods have figured prominently down through the 
~'llturies in India's external and internal e('onomy. Even to-day India 
'(upies no mean place amongst the various cotton growing countries 
i the world. She ranks second in the \\!orlcl and first in the British 
:mpire, as a producer of cotton. The following tahle will show her 
roduL'tion as compared with the Coited States, the largest producer 
f cotton: 

Year 
933-34 
934-35 
935-36 
936-37 

·937-38 

Production of Rmu Cotton 
Area Prod uction 

(In 000 acres) (In 000 bales of 400 lbs.) 
India' U. S. A. Egypt India' G. S. A. Egypt 
24,137 29,383 1,873 5,108 16,309 2,123 
24,023 26,866 1,798 4,858 12,046 1,871 
25,138 27,335 1,732 5,728 13,297 2,113 
25,219 30,028 1,781 6,307 15,499 2,286 
25,334t 33,930 2,053 5,407t 23,432 2,673 

A glance at the table will show that the output of cotton per acre 
n India is much lower than in U. S. A. or Egypt. The same is also 
he case with quality. The coarse short-stapled Indian cotton stands 
10 comparison with the fine long-stapled American ones. Yet in the 
last, India produced cotton of a very superior order from which the 
;arns for the manufacture of muslins and similar other finer doths 
were spun. It is indeed a tragedy that India which was once the 
lOme of a very superior variety of ('otton should now produce a qualit.\'" 
nferior to that of many other countries. 

Early Attempts at ImprO'i.Nment 
When the East India Company first came to this country, they 

found 1 ndian cotton in the same state of degradation as now. It, 
lOWe\'er, redounds to the credit of the East India Company that 
Jctween 1788 and 1850 they made persistent efforts to promote the 
,mprovement of Indian cotton. \Vriting about this in 1861 a writer 
,'Cassel in "Cotton in Bombay Presidency") pointed out: 

·'During this period the hope that India might ultimately replace 
,he Cnited States as the soUr<."e of ('otton supply has vaguely existed 

... Inclusive of Burma. 
tExclusive of Burma. 
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in Great Britain, rising into eagerness in moments of distress, J. ,\ 

sinking intu indifference on the return of abundance. For UPW<1; ~ 

of half a c('ntury Indian cotton has occupied the unsatisfactory positi !l 

of a mere pis-aller for the American grO\\·th, reluctaIltly pureha,::,,j 
when the latter has been dear and instantly abanduned when it ]; ~ 

become cheap." 

To promote the improvement of cultivation and to increase t 

output of Indian cotton, botanists and American planters \\T 

apvointed specially. The principal objective uf the Company 
doing this \\-as to introduce and naturalise exotic cottons such 
Buurbons, ~ew Orleans and Egyptian varieties. The expcrimcl1l 

cultivation with American seed was made as early as 1828, moud fanl 

\\'ere established in numerous places, attention \vas paid to indigcn{J~ 
varictit's, and cultiyators \vere encouraged to adopt foreign crO!I. 
Mr. Merccr, the head of the American planters after trying a seril 
of expcriments in different parts under different climatic and su 
comlitions ga\'c the folluwing verdict: 

"The experimental farms were only a useless expense to th·,· 
Govermllcnt; the American system was not adapted to India, th 
natives of India w('re, from their knowledge of the dimate, and tll 
capatJilities of the soil, able to (ultivate morc efficiently and much mOl', 
economically than any European." 

Stimulus to Cot/all E.rport 

The Government dissatisfied with the results appointed a Sele< 
Committee in 1848, which held out no better hopes. The export ( 
Indian cotton received an immense stimulus during the American Ci\. 
\Var when the close blorkaue produced a cotton famine in Lancashir, 
and threw the spinners back on India for their supply of the fa\ 

material. The early '\ixties of the nineteenth century" came as 
proyidclltiai help to tht' endeavour of Etl~iand to extend and impr{)\ 
the qualitati\"e amI quantitati\'c (ultiYation of cotton in lndia in onk 
to ieed the English Spinn;ng and \Veaving Industry. The India: 
export trade of (otton experienced several yici .... situdes. :rhe extra 
ordinary variation in export from 1859 to lR77 is instructivc. 
proven that the apprehensions of the Select Committee of 184R :1 
~apture a fair proportion of trade to supply raw material to Lancashir 
lUrne(\ out true. England had to obtain her raw material from th 
country which supplied cheapest and hest, and America pro(luced th~ 

best for Lanl'aghire. Amcrican cotton repJaccd the Indian cottOi} 
During the years 1890 to 1900 there was a grcat dt:dinc in our expor1 
trade in raw cotton. It rc\."ov-ered SUIllC gnJll1lCI in the first decade of tilt 
twentieth century, but the second decade was one of fluctuating tren·!.", 
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i .r it. Recent trends in our export trade in raw cotton are shown in 

t:c following table:-
Exports of Indian C o/ton 

In thousands of 

1909-14 (Av.) 
1914-19 (Av.) 
1919-24 (Av.) 
1925-26 
1926-27 
1927-28 
1928-29 
1929-30 
1930-31 
1931-32 
1932-33 
1933-34 
1934-35 
1935-36 
1936-37 
1937-38' 

(* Excluding Burma) 

bales of 400 Ibs. 
2,407 
2,190 
2,917 
4,173 
3,188 
2,686 
3,712 
4,070 
3,926 
2,369 
2,063 
2,729 
3,490 
3,396 
4,267 
2,731 

The average declared value per cwt. of cotton during the years 
)36, 1937 and 1938 was Rs. 274-9, 29-13-9 and Rs. 26-0-5 

. 'spectively. 
The importance of cotton in India's export trade will be evident 

. om the fact that it ranks first in our export list. The following 
ble would give an idea of the value and importance of raw cotton in 
,e perspective of our total export trade in all commodities;

India's Export Trade t 

1930-31 
1931-32 
1932-33 
1933-34 
1934-35 
1935-36 
1936-37 
1937-38* 

Raw Cotton ** 
(In lakh. of ropees) 

46,73 
23,78 
20,70 
27,91 
35,45 
33,77 
44,40 
29,03 

(* Excludes Burma). 
--~-

tReview of the Trade of India. 1936-37. 

All Commodities 
([n lakhs of rupees) 

220,49 
155,89 
132,27 
147,25 
151,67. 
160,52 
196,12 
180,92 

'" '" The value of ~aw Cotton exports for these years includes cotton 
aste also. 

11 
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Of the total quantity of cotton exported from India, Japan alon, 
takes over 50 v~r ccnt. The following tabk illustrates Japan's ShilL 

of our cotton exports in the perspective of that of the British Empin 
and all foreign countries (including Japan): 

Year British Empire Japan only All Foreign 
Countries 

(In thousands of bales of 400 Ibs). 

1909-14 (Av.) 152 1,012 2,255 

1914-19 (Av.) 233 1,373 1,957 

1919-24 (Av.) 165 1,540 2,752 

1929-30 277 1,640 3,793 

1930-31 287 1,686 3,639 

1931-32 171 1,080 2,198 

1932-33 170 1,085 1,893 

1933-34 345 1,022 2,384 

1934-35 353 2,055 3,137 

1935-36 456 1,759 2,929 

1936-37 622 2,426 4,267 

1937-38 395 1,359 3,731 

A glance at the table will show that there has been a fairly heavy 
off-take of Indian Cotton by Japan during the last few years. In 
the year 1936-37, however, considerable difficulties were experienceu 
in regard to Japanese exchange and this is responsible for the con~ 
sidcrable fall in the export of Indian Cotton to Japan, in spite of the 

Indo-Japanese Trade Convention. There has also l>lell a similar fall 

in the export of our cotton to the l·. K. during the year 1937·38.* 

Two of the greatest impediments in the \yay of the expansion 
of the market for Imlian cotton abroad arc its cOIll{iarativc infniorit) 
in comparison with the long-stapled American and Egypians, and 
trade harriers imposed in various countries of the world in reCl'nt years. 
1t is satisfactory to note however that the Indian Central Cotton Com
mittee is trying its best to widen the sphere of its adi\'ities and get 

• In regard to the export of Cotton out of India it must be observed 
that Lancashire has been taking far more: Punjab and Sind cotton than all 
other sources put together. but nothing of the: ordinary Dcsni variety. 
There is no great problem in disposing of this long-stapled cotton which 
is required by the mills in India also. 
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onto touch \vith the consumers of Indian cotton all over the world :1.11(1 
_,ee that the handicaps against Inuian Cutton in all parts of tIlt: world 
Ire remo\'ed as far as possible. 

Indian Central Cotton Committee 
Since its inception in 1921 the Indian Central Cotton "Committec· 

has been rendering signal services to the cause of cotton cultivation 
in India_ Briefly speaking, its chief funl'tions are (i) to advise the 
Central and Local Governments on all questions on (otton referred to 
~t, and to :-1uggest suitable meaSUres for the improvement and devdop
mC'n! of the industry, (ii) to finance and to direct research work on the 
problems ('onnected with the improvement of Indian cotton including 
imoestigations into the relcttionship between the cotton plant and its 
environment, the diseases and pests of cotton, and the lint qualities 
of the existing as well as newly evolved types, (iii) to finance schemes 
intended to bring into general agricultural practice the resu)ts of 
~c()norrIlC importance obti1.ined from rescLlrch, and (iv) to finance 
:schemes, wherc\"'er possible, for extension of long and medium st;].ple 
(ottons of improved variety and their marketing. The funds of the 
lndian Central Cotton Committee arc aerived from a cess of 2 Jnnas 
on eyery bale of Indian cotton exported from India or consumed in 
mills in Provinces in India. 

By the enactment and enforcement of various legislations such as 
the Cotton Transport Act, the Cotton Ginning and Pressing Factories 
Act, the lndian Central Cotton Committee has ~ndeavoll1'ed to main· 
tain the standards of quality of cotton grown, to prevent adulteration 
with inferior types and to discourage the various malpractices \vhi::-h 

'"The Indian Central Cutton Committee wa3 constituted by the 
Government of India in March 1921 by their Resolution No. --:01-22 
(Department of Revenue and Agriculture) to encourage the grm.vtl. of 
improved varidies. to extend the area of cultivation and to stimulate and 
assist in every possible way the production, marketing and manufacture 
of Indian Cotton. The Committee has now been in existence for over 
18 years and during this period. by combining scientific research with 
practical progress. it has been responsible for valuable work in all these 
directions. 

The Cotton Cess Act was passed in 1923 to provide funds for the 
Committec·s work. The cess is levied at the rate of two anna'} p~r bale 
t)f 400 pounds avoirdupois or six pies per 100 ponnds of unbal~d c("tton. 
During the first three years it was collected at double these rutes. It I:::; 
levied on all cotton exported from India whether by sea or bnd an,:l on 
all cotton consumed by the mil1~ in British India. which are required to 
furnish monthly returns to the Collectors of the distric~s. except in 
Bombay PreSidency where they are furnished to the Collector 0 f Customs. 
Bombay .. 
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at present occur in a certain ,number of ginning and pressing factorie 
An these measures have prevented great economiC' loss to the wh!,: 
country most of which fell heavily on the grower. The Committee h" 
also succeeded in preventing growers from being defraudt: . 
when marketing their produce, by urging on the Government (. 
Bombay to pass the Bombay Weights and Measures Act, by whiel 
weights and measures have been standardised for cotton transactions i: 
various places. The Committee realised early that for the benefit ... · 
the cultivators it was necessary to have regulated open markets if!" 

cotton in the country, and their efforts in this direction have b~' 
. crowned with success by the establishment of such markets ir 
Khandesh, Central Provinces, Hyderabad, Indore, Dhar, Barodo 
Sangli, and Tirupur. The Committee is also endeavouring its best I( 

find out ways and means for providing the cotton grow,er with cheaT 
finance, and at the same time easing the burden of his indebtednes' 
Jointly with the Imperial Council of Agricultural Research, the Com 
mittee is at present financing an enquiry (costing Rs. 5,22,2(0) int' 
the cost of growing cotton, sugarcane and their rota.tion crops in tht 
principal cotton and sugarcane tracts of India.' The Committee ho' 
also directed its efforts towards the ensuring of greater accuracy in 
cotton statistics. Rut above all, the Committee has conducted variou' 
scientific enquiries and practical researches on the improvement oi 
Indian cotton by the judicious hybridization of existing strains, hy the 
naturalisation of imported ones, by the eradication of undesirable ones. 
and the rooting out of cotton diseases, particularly the prevention of 
Bollweevil by the fumigation of American cotton he fore entry at 
Bombay, which incidentally is the only port from which American 
cotton can be importen. Most promising results have so far been ohtain
ed from these scientific tests, and the CommiHt:c has all along heen carry
ing on persistent propaganda to advise the grower on suitable varieties of 
cotton and to show him how it wilt give him a hetter monetary return 
than short-staple cotton. Technological rcsearrh essential to securing 
authoritative valuation of spinning qualities of cotton and to carrying 
out fundamental researches' on the physical and chemical properties of 
cotton fibres is carried out at the Technological Lahoratory of the 
Committcc at ~Jatllnga. Simultaneously, the Committee is sparing
no means to popularise the use of improved varieties of 
Indian cotton hoth here and abroad. and for this purpose it has heen 
working in co-operation with the Empire Cotton Gro\\.-ing- Corporation. 

"The Imperial Council of A9ricultural Research published the first 
volume of the report in May 1938 on the cost of production of cotton. 
dealinQ with the Punjab. The report about the cost of production in 
other Provinces will be published shortly. 
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he British Cotton] ndustry Research Association, the Lanca~hiT~ 
Ildian Cotton Committee and similar other bodies. The last named 
'[lel), " is doing e,,-erything in its power to cilcourag-e greater use of 
mlian rotton in Great- Britain" although it has not been able to do 

,lUch since 1937. 

LOlIg-slaplrd COllon in India 

We have already referred to the successful efforts of the Indian 
,.'entral Cotton Committee for the judirious selection, the hybridization 
:nd naturalisation of exotic cottons. ~taplcd coUon of almost equal 
() middling American and in some cases superior, is nnw heing g-Tm ... ·n 

'11 fndia in j\ladras, Sind, Punjab, C. P., Gujerat and Dharwar, and in 
,he first five Provinces the prospects of long-stapled cotton arc rlecided
\' favourable. It is now recognised by the Government experts and 

.• thers that the cultivation in India of exotic types of long-stapled 
,'otton must be confined to the irrigated districts. In this respect, the 
Lloyd Barrage Canals in Sind have npeJred up unlimited possihilities 
for the development of cotton cultivation on the Indus Right J:ank 
treas. During the decade prior to the opening of the Lloyd Barrage 
Canals, the annual area under cotton cultivation in Simi averageJ 
-:.Iightly over 3,00,000 acres with an av~rage Dutturo of approximately 
1,00,000 bales. ::\"ow, as a result of irrigation, the area has been 
ltlcreased to approximately 7,50,000 acres. Four main classes of cotton 
;{re now being dealt with, viz., (i) Sind Drshi, (ii) Punjab :\merican~, 
{ iii) J mported Americans and (iv) Imported Egyptians. .. _-\mong 
each of these iour main clas~es, the Department of Agriculture, Sind, 
has by hotanical selection, evol\'ed improved strains which, on account 
of better yield, higher ginning percentage, or superior quality, are 
.~uit;\blc for extension in general cultiyation in the different cotton 
~rowing tracts of the Barrage areas." There has been c()t1sicierabk 
increase in the standard yield figures in rotton in Simi due to the great 
improv'Cll1cnt in the irrigation conditions consequent on thc opening 
of the Barrage canals. 

While long-stapled cotton can also ue produrecl in a few non
irrigated areas, it has been proved that, with the exception of Tinnc
\-e1I), cotton in 'Madras and Bruach cotton in Gujcrat, it is c("onolllirall,'
unsound. J ndia has some peculiar advantages O\'{'f other ('otton 
~rowing rcgions-due to her fertile soil, excellent climate, a large 
,1gricultural population, not devoid of intelligencl' as is ~ometimes 

1ssumed, and a great network of railways. There is no douht that, as 

.t result of the newly irrigated areas brought under cotton cultivation, 
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the existing supply will be doubled in no time. Increased supply, 
improved varieties of cotton will ultimately enable India to do a\\"; 
\\-,jth the import of Ta\v cottont from abroad, which at present 
increasing as can be seen from the following table: 

Year 
1933-3'+ 
193-+-35 
1935-36 
1936-37 
1937-38 

Imports of Foreign Raw Cotton. * 
Quantity in 

OOOs of bales 

of -100 Ibs. 
2.+0 
339 
.+29 
365 
755 

Value in mos 

oi Rs. 
35,570 
52,838 
67,.185 
58,467 

1,21,332 

It will be seen from the table that the import of foreign f(1\' 

cotton in I ndia last year was considerably higher as cllmpared wit' 

the previous years. It has been repeatedly urged by the m<1nutactufl'l" 
in I nelia that sufficient quantity of long-stapled cotton should be mad 
available inside the coulltry and that the future prosperity of t); 

industry depcnus entirely on the supply of improved cotton forthcoJl~ 
mg. E'sIX'(.'ially after the \Var, Indian mills are spinning higher tha' 
30 (:(Junts and for this purpose they require long-stapled (otton,** Th, 
following table gives details of (i) consumption of all kinds of cott(j' 
and of Indian cotton and (ii) receipts of Indian cotton ilnd of (oreig 
l'otton at Indian mills during the five crop years ended 31st Aug-us 
1936:-

Cotton Consumption and Receipts at Indian ~~Jills. 

([n thousands oi bales of 400 Ibs.) 
('onsurnption-

All Kinds 
I t1(lian Cotton 

1930-31 
2,5i\0 
2,269 

1931-32 
2,853 
2,3-+6 

1932-33 1933-34 1934-35 1935-.' 
2,780 2,650 3.061 3,0.' 
2,361 2,336 2,612 2,6; 

t The revenue derived by the Government of India from import dut 
on raw cotton during the year 1935-36 was 58 lakhs of rupees, in 1936- ~ 
47 lakhs and in 1937-38 Rs. 82 lakhs . 

• The value of the import of raw cotton from Egypt during 193;-31 
1936-37 and 1937-38 was Rs. l.40.91.oo0. Rs. 1.83.98.000. ar 
Rs. 2.83.49.000 respectively, and from Kenya Colony, the value of impor' 
during those years Was Rs. 3.12,95.000, Rs. 3.06.('I(),OOO. al: 
Rs. 1.23.67.000 respectively . 

... ... A duty of half an anna per lb. on imported raw cotton was impose 
in 1931. 
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1930-31 1931-32 1932-33 1933-34 1934-35 1935-36 

1,973 1,951 2,065 2,166 2,254 2,552 

273 461 

84 

36 

184 

26 

330 

30 

57 

191 

19 

297 

64 

123 

212 

33 

432 

25 

73 

217 

23 

358 

2,246 2,412 2,395 2,463. 2,686 2,910 

Consumption of Indian Cot/all by the Mills 

The following table illustrates the percentages of Indian Mills 
onsumption of ] ndian raw cotton to total crop during the years 
930-31 to 1935-36:-

Year Actual Quality Consumed' Percentage to 

(In 100 bales of 400 Ibs.) Total Crop. 

1930-31 2,269 33.6 

1931-32 2,346 50.1 

1932-33 2,361 39.5 

1933-34 2,336 36.7 

1934-35 2,612 40.7 

1935-36 2,677 46.8 

\,Vith the production of better grade cotton, we feel that it will 
.nly be a question of time when Indian ~Iills will cease to have supply 
,f raw cotton from abroad. The produt'lion of imrro\"ed varieties of 
aw cotton is already on the up-grade, as will be evident from the 
;tole below giving the estimated production of the past six seasons' 
ndian crop classified according to Icnhrth of staple:-

,. The estimated production for 1937~38, of long-stapled cotton, 
ccording to Government forecast is 54,000 bales, and of medium staple 
otton, 1.71.000 bales. Vide. Report on the staple length of the Indian 
~otton crop of 1937-38. season, issued by the Indian Central Cotton Com
"ittee. in May, 1938. 
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Indian Cot/on Crop' 

(In 1000 bales of 400 Ibs.) 

1930-31 1931-32 1932-331933-341934-351935-3<. 
Total 5,226 4,007 4,657 5,108 4,858 5,93., 

Long staple over 
1 inch. 12 8 11 24 51 8~ 

Medium staple 
U to I inch 1,213 1,298 1,336 1,341 1,204 1,742 

Short staple below 
:i1! inch. 4,001 2,701 3,310 3,743 3,603 4,IOG 

Pointing out that the Indian Central Cotton Committee estimatec. 
the annual requirements of the Indian mills in short staple cottor. 
below Uth inch. at about 1,100,000 bales, the Special Tariff Board it: 
its Report (1936) observes that "this leaves a very large quantity of 
short staple available for expansion of the Indian spinning industry 
in counts of yarn up to 165. warp or 205. weft, pending which the 
Indian cotton growers must find outlets overseas for the great bulk 
of their short staple crop. Much of the medium and long staple catIon 
grown in India cannot be used for spinning yarns of finer counts. Of 
last season's crop of 1,142,000 bales medium staple, the Indian Central 
Cotton Committee estimated that about 550,000 bales were capable of 
spinning 245. to 305. warp, 427,000 bales 205. to 245. warp and 165,000 
bales 165. to 205. warp only. About half the quantity, therefore, of 
medium staple (:i1!th inch. to 1 inch.) grown in India is suitable for 
spinning 245. warp and above, and a small part of this is exported. Of 
the remaining half suitable for spinning 165. to 245. warp, the bulk is 
Punjab-American 4F, the takings of which by Indian mills are limited 
partly on account of high transport charges. Of the long staple cotton 
(over 1 inch.) only two superior strains of Punjab American and Sind 
American arc available in commerciai quantities. They are suitable 
for spinning 305. warp or 405. weit, and, if grown on l:xperimental 
farms up to -l-Ss. warp counts. Last year's forecast of these varietie:, 
\\'as 51,000 bales and there· are prospects of an increase in the area 
under this cotton in Sinn resulting in the production of about 100,000 
bales in the near future. Of the last season's commercial crop oi 
63,000 bales, 55,000 bales were taken by Indian mills and the rest 
exported. The Indian Central Cutton Committee indicates that the 
growing of high quality cottons haying a staple of 1 ;-R inch or even 

* Based on the returns made under the Indian Cotton Cess Act, 1923, 
by Mills in British India, and on Voluntary Returns from or Yarn 
Production figures of Mills in Indian States. Vide Appendix 0 Statistical 
Bulletin No.6 published in August, 1937, 01 the Indian Central Cotton 
Committee. 
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, ,'4 inch and capable of spinning up to 60s. warp is a practical 
;'oposition in certain areas in Sind." 

During the year 1938 the Bengal Government has drawn up " 
'heme for the cultivation of long-stapled cotton in certain high-land 
'cas in Bengal. The scheme envisages a total expenditure oi 
, s. 20,000 during the course of five years, the Bengal Millowners' 
ssociation and the Government of Bengal sharing it equally. The 

:heme, it is understood, is only a preliminary experiment to 
itablish the possibilities of introducing long-stapled cotton in Bengal 
'ld , .. :ill be followed up by more expensive and thorough experiments 
nder the direction of the Government in collaboration with the 

'"dian Central Cotton Committee. 

Cultivation of Cotton 

The Indian Central Cotton Committee is continually investigating 
lt~ the possibilities of growing cotton of long and medium staple in 

. Ie present short staple cotton areas. \Vhile these investigations were 
ndertaken primarily as a result of the threatened Japanese boycott 
i Indian Cotton in 1933 and the consequent growing apprehension 
f the serious risk India ran by depending too much on the limi ted 

, larket for her short staple cotton, they have yielded information which 
.ill be of considerable value in framing the future cotton policy of 
;le country in view of the world's present tendency towards the 
~inning of finer counts. for which short staple cotton is unsuilabl'C. 
'his survey of the Indian Central Cotton Committee furtI,er brought 
) light the fact that apart from these areas which are suitable for 
ile production of long or medium staple strains and where already 
,e cultivation of such types was on hand, the adoption of dry-farming 
Icthods of cultivation in certain tracts would overcome the difficulties 
nposed on the growing of long and medium ~taplc cotton by reason 
f the precarious rainfall of the tra("t5 in question. (Vide Annual 
(cport of the Indian ('entral Cotton Committee for the yt:ar ended 
1st August, 1936, published in 1937). 

Thanks to the efforts of the Indian Central Cotton Committee, 
Ilcre has been a great increase in the grmnh of long-stapled cotton 
.uring the last few years. For instance, in the year 1933-34, India 
roduced24,OOO bales of long-stapled cotton over 1", while in 1934-35, 
1,000 bales, and in 1935·36, 83,000 bales \l'ere produced. Similarly 
Jere has also been an increase in the production of medium-stapled 
"!ton fi" to 1" from 1193 thousand bales in 1934-35 to 1741 thousand 
dies in 1935-36. 

12 



Estimated per capita Consumption 
of 

Cotton Piecegoods in India # 

(1936-37) 

Net Indian Mills' Production ." 3,470 million yds. 

Estimated Indian Handloom 

Production 

Net imports of Cotton Piece

goods in India 

Net quantity of Cotton Piece

goods available for consump

tion in India 

Estimated per capita consump

tion of Cotton Piece goods in 

1,490 .. 

790 .. 

5,750 

India.... 15.5-1 yds. 

.. 



Appendix B 

The Handloom I ndustry in India 

The Handloom Industry of India is as old as Indian ch·jlization 
!~df, amI it is noteworthy that its importance has not been impaircrl 
·ither by lack of its organisation or by its primitive methods, 
\Ve do not propose to go into detail III regard to the 
listnry of the hand loom weaving industry In India, as we 

':;IH' done this in our !\Ionograph entitled. "The Indian Cutton 
I\:xtilc Industry.-Its past, prc:-icnt amI future, 1937." It would be 
,utli.cient to point out here that the number of handlooms and weavers 
11 India is sIO\\'I1" increasing since the last few years. 'Ne would also 
",int out here that the hand loom still supplies about 26 per cent. of 

"he total requirements of cloth in the country and that it is responsible 
-or about 40 pcr cent. of the total cloth produced in India. Although 
'he production of handlooms is less than half that of the mills, 
,t must be admitted that next to agriculture, handweaving is still the 
:lrgcst amI most widespread indu5try throughout India. Emphasising 
he importance oi the Industry, the Indian Tariff Board of 1932 
,hserved that it provides "an occupation for the agriculturist in the 
cason wh<.:n agriculture work is slack and enables him to usc his time 

";hlt'h he would otherwis-e waste in producing goods of a certain~ 
Ten though limited-value_ The Industry is spread all over the 
·(JuntTY·" 

It is indeed a sad reflection on economic intelligence in this 
'ountfY that no reli:lhlc statistics are .1\"1.ilable of loom<; devoted to 
he \\"c(lvillg of cotton goods, silk goods ctL'., although handloom is 
'lleh an important branch of national economic life. Reliance has 
() be placed on guess work in regard to information relating to hanu

'1)0111 industry in India. 

Indeed, it is a pity that the total production of cotton pieceguods 
\"ovcn on the handlooms has only to he deduced from the figures 
II respet't of cotton yarn, and the :l.tnOUllt of cotton yal n (OnSuIlH':u 

'Y the hand looms has again to be estimated indirectly by de(lucting the 
IIllSt1l11ption of yarn by Indian l\Iills from the production of yarn in 
lh.'h mills and imports of yarn from foreign coulltril's. There is hardly 
:11)' means of estimating the amount of yarn consumed for other than 
l'xtile purposes and of the yarn produced on the charka for use in 
\;md-looms. 

In this connection it is interesting to note that since the year 1924, 
he Government of India as well as the various provincial Governments 
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are taking increasing interest in the weliarc of the hant1100m indust 1 

In 1934, the Government of India announced their decision to sper 
about 5 lakhs of rupees every year for the purpose of impruving t] 

handlooITI industry. Schemes were formulated by the \'ariou~ luc. 
Guvernmc"ts which were considered and discussed at the 6th Industri, 
Conierence held at Simla in 1934. The progress made mea, 
province was reviewed at the 7th Industries Conference held 
Odouer, 1935, when Sir Frank Xoyce stated that a sum of Il.s. 5,76,()(, 
was allotted to the Provincial Governm'Cnts to be spent on approvl' 
schemes during the 17 months from Xoyembcr, 193-1, to March, 193' 
Apart from that, the various Provincial Governments also ::;pcnt abou 
\{s. 10 lakhs during the ycar 193-1-35 on schemes for the developmcl' 
of the handloom industry in their respective provinces. At tiL 
8th Industries Conference held in December 1936 it was decided t, 

grant the same amount for the year 1937-.,8 as 1936-37 with tb 
addition of 5 grants of Rs. 4,000 each to Behar, Central Province,", 
Assam, Sind and Orissa to enable them to instal finishing plants. Tb 
question of handloom weaving was also discussed at the 9th Industrit: 
Conference held at Lahore on the 15th December, 1937. 

Presiding at the 9th Industries Conference, the Hon'ble Si 
~llIhal11l11ad Zafrullah Khan, KC.SJ., Dar-at-Law, '-Iember of til< 
Governor-Ceneral's Executive Council referred to the question 0 

cottage industries and observed inter alia: 

"The encouragement and development of the major industrit:· 
of the country must be our concern equally with the cottag, 
industries if an industrially-minrled and tcchnicaily-dncicli 
community, capable uf providing all grades of the personnl 
essential to modern industry, is to be fostered. 

Such developments must depend to a large extent, if not all11o:
entirely, on the steps taken by the provinces and states t, 
effect them ;\Ild it is t1ece~s;lI-y that detailc(1 and up-tn-datI 
information rl'ganliog" the industries ,yhidl it is considerc· 
to b..: nc(e~sary to assist ;uld dc\"clop should be ohtainc, 
and made available in a suitable form for the in~tructiol 

of all nJncerned 50 as to provide thl' basis on whi(h plan" 
for their development may be formed." 

1 hndloom weaving ,md the progress of the schemes for tht 
dcvt:!opml'nt of the han<iloo1l1 industry in the various provinces wa
an item nn the ag-cnda for the Conferel1(e. 

The ~ladras Gon'fl1lllent pointed out that the handloum industr~ 
\",as not making much progress on account of the competition of tht: 
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weavmg mills. Several representations were received from weavers' 
Societies that Government should pass legislation proh'ibitin~ mills 
from 'weaving cloths with yarn of counts below a certain limit. The 
Provincial Government staten in ::\ ovcmber 1936 that Il'gishtiull was 
Impracticable. It also observed that there was a general complaint 
that the price of hand loom cloths was higher than the price of mill 
doth. To reduce this it was necessary that the raw products should 
be available to the weaver at a lmn:r price. A statement was attached 
shO\\"ing that the sum of lb. -lO,OOO was spent during the year 1936-37 
in connection \\'ith the development of the hand loom industry. 

The Bombay Government pointed out that it had sanctioned 
proposals for advertising the products of the Industrial Associations 
etc. They had also sanctioned proposals to utilize the additional grant 
of Rs. 5,100 made by the Government of India. 

The Bengal Government pointed out that during the year provi
sions were made for supplying the weavers with improved types of 
looms on easy payment system for want of \\'hich they could not put 
to use the training in improved weaving received by them from the 
expert staff employed under the scheme.* During the }"ear the 

,. Mr. S. C. Mitter. the energetic Director of Industries. Bengal. has 
pointed out in his latest Annual Report that several weaving demonstration 
parties carried on demonstration and training of students in weaving and 
dyeing. As a result of the working of the parties. number of looms and 
improved appliances were introduced in different places. e.g .. 27 £Iy-shuttle 
looms and 20 jacquard attachments etc. 

The Bengal Government also encourages weaving by giving loans to 
passed students of the Government Weaving Institutions, who are desirous 
of making a living out of the handloom industry. 

A resolution of the Government of Bengal dated 22nd October. 1937, 
observes that the Industries Department has up to date directed all its 
efforts towards the development of cottage and small-scale industries on 
which the welfare and economic advancement of the rural people largely 
depend. The textile handloom industry which is par t'xcellence the main 
cottage industry of the province received its due share of attention from 
the Department of Industries. The resolution also states that it is gratify· 
ing to note that a large number of fabrics of new and attractive designs. 
the production of which has not hitherto fore been attempted by the hand· 
loom weavers in Bengal. has been successfully standardised, and that a 
number of such fabrics is now being produced in some of the advanced 
handloom weaving centres and marketed through the Bengal Home Indus
tries Association, Calcutta. It also observes that the demonstration parties 
engaged in the propagation of the possibilities of the industry among the 
traditional weaving community as well as among the agriculturists as a 
subsidiary or spare time occupation were instrumental not only in introduc-. 
ing a number of looms and improved appliances but also in imparting the 
necessary training in improved processes of weaving, dyeing with the 
object of facilitating the development of the industry in its different 
branches. 
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Government sa.nctioned granb to the different unions giving" th~n 
advances of about Rs. 40,000, non-recurring grants Rs. 6,000 an .. 
recurring grants of Rs. 3,180. 

The Cnited Provinces Government also made efforts to give nc\\ 
designs to the weavers, to evolve and introduce flew appliances t(. 

assist them in pnH.lucing- goods of new dCS1KIlS and standard qualit:, 
and in getting the products fi1lished to market their goods through tIlt, 
l·nitl'd 1)rovinces Arts and Crafts Emporium etc. Goods worth 
Rs. 100,000 \\"cre sold lluring the year thrcllgh the Emporium and 
the Stores in the l· nited Pf(n"jnces. The L·. P. Government sanctioned 
Rs. -l5,OOO for rendering assistance to handloolIl weavers during the 
year \936-37. 

The Punjab Government also has sanctioned Rs. 42,000 for 
rendering assistance to handloolll weavers during the year 1936~J7. 

The Hchar Gm'crnmcnt have prepared estimates for spendin~ 

Rs . .=;O.O()() durillg 1937-3R for the improvement of handloom wcaving. 
On ari..'otlnt of the increased demand for Dehar Textiles, the Behar 
Goyernment enhanced their grant for pun'hase of raw mal(:rials and 
finished goods of the weavers from Rs. 1,40,000 to Rs. 1,70,000. Tht: 
I:char Textiles iTlll)rOved their sales arg;mization and they also Jis
playell their goods at the Pairs ~tlj(l Vienna Fairs, in the Toronto 
Exhibitiun. and also In the Dritish Industries Fair, London. 
The goods of the Hihar Textile In.stitute were so){l not only at vari()u~ 
('entres in India, out aJ~o in Great Dritain and in the Continent. Thl' 
I!ihar GOH'rllll1t'nt reported that some Provinces were cOlllpdilH.! 
direl.:tly with nchar Textile guods ill the foreign marl,cts and suggested 
111:11 in the interest of the handlootll industry of India in general It 

was lh:sirahle that there should be ~()mc undcrstallding bt,t\\'ccn thl 
Dt:partlllcnts af Industries of the various Provinces about the c1as:-

of goods which each :;hould manufacture for export. 

The Central PrO\'inn~s ami Befar spent Hs, 2'+,000 for improvement 
of handloutlls during the year 1936-37 and :\ssam spent Rs. 2-+,000 
for dc\'dojl111l'nt of the han(lIoolll industry in the province. 

In the course of the discussioll at the lndl1strie~ Conitr'Cm:e till' 
Hon'hle ),11', n, :\. Ihs, Chid ")'Tinister of Oris~a observcd that hi:-
diagnosi:- oi the disease from \\"hkh th~ handlool11 industry was suffer
ing was (a') costlil1't.'SS fit the finish eel l)rodul'ts and (b) the fact that til: 
handlooll1 ""caver:; wcn: generally hnanrially in the hands of pctt \" 
=-hoph'epcr lllOl1eykndcrs. He proptlst'd t., make an experiment ill 
a :'l11all way under which handloolll \\C;}\'l'rs would be prm"idcd witL 
yarn ;}t a minimum priec and all finished products would be dealt with 

by the organizers of the scheme. 
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The Chairman of the Conference explained how normal grants 
were al10eated to each province. He stressed that the Deyelopmcllt 
'If Industries \lias primarily a Provincial concern. The representatives 
.Jf other Provinces and States emphasised the lack of organisation tor 
;upply of raw materials to weavers and of marketing the finished 
goods. 

In a special memorandum the U. P. Government observed that 
they had decided to afford direct state-aid to the hand loom industry 
!)ec<Luse it was felt that it could not derive full benefit from the pro~ 
;ective duty without such assistance. It found further that the Indian 
.\fill Industry was at once the supplier of faw material to the hand
ioom industry and its largest competitor. The U. P. Government 
lherefore suggested that Government should impose some restrictions 
~ither by legislation or by agreement so that the mills may be obliged 
to offer yarn of standard tensile strength and counts and in bundles 
(Ji guaranteed weight. 

It is essential that the question should continue to receive careful 
:lttention of the various Provincial Governments and larger amounts 
:;hould be earmarked for irnproving the condition of the Industry in 
\"ie\\T of its importance in the national 'economy of India, offering 
employment to not less than 25 lakhs of workers in the country. 
(Oensus Report, 1931). 

In order to understand the importance of the hand loom weaving 
mdllstry in the national 'economy of the country we give belo\v figures 
I)f the net imports, of the net available mill production, of handtool11 
production, along with the per capita consumption of piece-goods in 
rndia during the years 1905-06 to 1936-37. 

Net Imports, "-,Jill Production, and lIandloom Production 
of Cot/on PicCt'goods in India, alo11g 7i}ith Pcr Capita 

C01z.sumption* 

1905-06 
1906-07 
1 'J07 -08 
1908-09 

~ 2:: c c 
:: ,... 0 =0 
o ].~ c·-

.§" .~~~ ;§ ~ 
- .=,...·2 g'"§ 
% Z c. ::: d:: 

(Quantity in crores of yards) 

239 61 108 
226 6J 115 
247 74 111 
194 74 112 

408 
404 
432 
380 

13.GO 
13.03 
13.94 
12.26 

-------~-~--------- --~--~~-

• Vide. Review of the Trade of India 1936-37. page 42. 
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!l 
~ ~ .= :c c s § :0 , = ~O 

" ~ 0 
.~ g·3 .5. . .;:::_ 0 0·-

k 0. ::::~ .... ot: ~ ~~ • ~:-;::: 1:.1 ~:..J 0-
" .§ ;,.. ..... ::;I ;;:~ 
;.. >::;:~"'C 2:'6 ' - ::;0.-..:: I-. ;:::: 

0 00 """,-~ ~ 

" " k ~- f/) " c " " '"' :t:o. ,",0 
Z Z Z u 

(Quantity in crores of yards) 

1909-10 214 87 90 391 12.61 
191O-ll 224 94 91 409 13.19 
1911-12 237 106 104 447 13.97 
1912-13 295 113 104 512 16.00 
1913-14 313 108 107 528 16.50 
1914-15 241 107 118 466 14.56 
1915-16 211 133 105 449 140~ 

1916-17 183 132 82 397 12.41 
1917-18 147 142 81 370 11.56 
1918-19 101 130 105 336 10.50 
1919-20 99 144 56 299 9.34..--
1920-21 145 143 115 403 12.59 
1921-22 102 157 119 378 11.81 
1922-23 152 156 134 442 13.40 
1923-24 142 154 101 397 12.03 
1924-25 177 179 126 482 14.61 
1925-26 153 179 116 448 13.18 
1926-27 176 206 133 515 15.1'5 
1927-28 194 219 131 544 16.00 

1928-29 191 174 108 473 '13.52 
1929-30 190 229 140 559 15.97 
1930-31 87 246 139 472 13.49 

1931-32 76 288 150 514 14.28..-
1932-33 120 311 170 601 16.70 
1933-34 77 289 144 510 14.17 
1934-35 97 334 146 577 15.60 
1935-36 97 350 166 613 16.57 
1936-37** 79 347 149 575 15.54 

A glance at the table will show that out of a total consumption 
of 575 crore yards of cotton piel-egoods In India m 1936-3/ 

-~~~. 

** It is regretted that statisties for 1937-38. are not available yet. due 
to the difficulties consequent on separation of Burma from India. This 
factor will. we are afraid. vitiate statistics for the purpose of comparison. 
in many ways. 
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about 61 per cent is supplied by indigenous mill-production, 26 per cent. 
by handluum production and 13 per cent. is represented by imported 
piecegoods. 

If the handloom industry is to hold its own and regain any 
ground that it may have lost in rec'('nt years, it is necessary to keep 
down costs. The want of organisation and the hosts of middlemen 
who in the retailing of yarn and sale of doth make huge profits make 
the hamJJoom doth dearer than the mill-made ones. The high price 
of handlool11 cloth is also due to the fact that the we.weT does not 
get steady work throughout the }"'ear and that he does not produce even 
I~th of the work which he is capable of doing. He therefore tries 
to earn his living for four days by working only for a day. 
The general introduction of the fly-shuttle alone should increase the pro
fit by at least 30 per cent, The individual weaver suffers because he is 
carrying on a complex series of operations without recognition of the 
advantages of sub-division of labour. To improve the lot of the 
weavers, they ought to be induced to accept outside assistance, which 
can be effectively rendered by the establishment of handloom weaving 
iactories, co-operative sm'ieties, and kindred means, whereby they 
\\·ould he freed from the clutches of the money-lenders, and thus be 
able to dispose of their products through hetter marketing organisations 
in a profitable manner. If the weavers are helped to market their 
t!oods and given steady work throughout the year. the handloom 
doth can be made as cheap as that of the mills. 

llesides these, the following methods of improvements in the 
industry may be tried: (a) Compulsory use of khaddar and hand-woven 
rloth for uniforms etc. (b) Establishment of Technical Institu
tions. (c) Demonstration Stations, ek. (d) Propaganda, Central 
Buying Agency, Sale Rooms, etc. (e) Organising of Exhibitions where 
their goods can be displayed. (/) Propaganda for popularising hand-
100m products and for bringing to the notice of the people the lasting 
qualities of hand-made cloth. (q) Reduction of transportation charges. 
(Ii) Abolition of duties by Municipalities in hig towns on hand-woven 
doth in order to encourage its use, (i) Imposition of adequate pro
tective duty on imports of foreign cloth. (j) Elimination of 
competition with mill-made products by prohibiting mills from manu
facturing certain kinds of cloth, which are the speciality of hand looms. 
,1nd which may be regarded as their special preserve etc., etc.** 

•• For a fuller discussion. Vide. The Indian Cotton Textile Industry. 
Its Past, Present and Future, 19J7, by M. P. Gandhi. 

IJ 
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Prospects of flandlnom Industry. 

In an age in v.:hich mechanical inventions arc the prime factor in 
economic progress, it is diftlt.:u1t to rcalise (hat in certain lines, hand
made goods are unsurpassed in excellence by the products of modern 
machinery. Apart from all questions of design, quality and variety, 
there is admittedly something in the very feel of hand-w(wen doth, 
which makes an appeal to the public in all countries. The Indian 
hand loom industry has always demonstrated this superiority over 
power looms, but popular recognition has been stow and difficult a~ 

the poverty of the averag-e I ndian compels him to make the smallnes:, 
of intial cost the paramount consideration of all his purchases. The 
decline of the hand loom industry is also due to the fact that thl.: 
machine-made goods have a semblance of cheapness and the public 
are th-ercby irresistihly drawn towards them. The handloom product:
are not necessarily and usually more expensive than machine-made 
goods, especially if the lasting qualities etc. are considered, inspite of 
the cheapness claimed by the latter due to large scale production and 
use of their machinery. Even though the price of handloom cloth 
is in the initial stages a little higher than mill-made cloth, the peopk 
should. encourage handloom weaving by purchasing such cloth, 111 

appreciation of the fact that the only \vay in which the poor millions 
of this country can be helped, is hy providing work for them when 
they are idle and that this can be done by engaging their services ill 
a supplemental industry like hand-spinning and weaving. The develop
ment of the handloom weaving industry will, in turn, also encouragt 
other industries in the villag-es, e.g., spinning, dyeing, ginning, carding 
etc. Besides, the fact cannot he ignored that it would not be possible 
for the agriculturists exc~pt when they arc in the 10\\"tst extremity, tu 
go in search of work outside, and the only method of bringing about 
an amelioration in their condition seems to be to place some work within 
their reach in their villages. This (aTl only be done by giving thl 

necessary impetus to the development of small-scale industries, like 

hand-weaving and handspinning. EY~Tl Dr. A. L. Bowley and 

rvlr. D. H. Robertson observed. in their report on "A Scheme for an 
Economic Census for India'· that the questicn of subsidiary o(cupa

tions is very important in I ndia and it is a point for consideration a:' 

to how far sw.'h occupations arc deserving of a certain measure oj 

public support both on the economic ground, that they are adding to 
the sum total of economic activity and on the broader grounds of theil 

social value. . Hand-spinning and hand-weaving are such industrie~ 

which are best calculated to do thi, in India." Stressing the import
ance of the spinning wheel which provides an excellent subsidiary 
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Jfcupation, Mahatma Gandhi Obscl-ved in September, 193-+, "It 15 a 
landmaid of agriculture; it is the nation's :-;econd lung." 

Impetus to Ilandspun and lfand-rVovcn Cloth 

One serious handicap in the de\·c1opll1t.'nt of the handloum industry 
:' the import duty of 1 ~I"~ anna~ per Ih of yarn which works out to 
I\"cr 2'; per cent. of the cost of yarn in respect of coarse ('ounb. '1'his 
Julv has enabl"('u the cotton mills to put up their prices for yarn 
\"hich is purchased mostly by the hand loom weavers and to sell the 
:Iuth manu factured in the mills at a Imycr fate. This .statement gains 
'onsiderable strength when one ronsidcrs the price of yarn and doth 
~'uling before and after the imposition of the duty. '1'h11:-; in trying 
o help the mill industry, the interests of the Wea\Trs who arc not 
lS vocal as the mill owners have been ignored, if not overlooked. 

The impetus given by the Indian ~ a1ional Congress is also 
f,'onnned to Khaddar and indecd in some of its divisions haml100m 
<'loth which is mostly produced from mill yarn is ousted. It must 
be admitted that the woven cloth made out of hanJspun yarn is a 
ycry negligible percentage of the total cloth produced hy the hand loom 
\\'cavcrs, although it must be observed that the All India Spinners' 
.\ssociation has been instrumental in producing a larger quantity of 
handspun and handwoven cloth sincc the last two years. 

Position of ,)'uhsidiary.· Industries 

The importance of hand-spinning and hand-weaving industries 10 

f nefia canllot be underestimated; for its merit consists chiefly ill it,:; 
ahility to add to the income, ho\\:suever small, of a majority of India's 
f)Opuiation who are forccd to remain idle for over six months in the 
year. The pO\'erty of the Indian masses is proverbial and the average 
national income of an Indian has heen estimated at only ahout }(s. 50 
per ycar.* Any addition to this small inccme of the poor ll1illioT1~ of 

.. The gross per capita income of India was estimated by Dadabhai 
Naoroji at Rs. 20 in 1871. by Lord Curzon at Rs. 30 in 1901. by Sir 
8. N. Sarma in the Council of State at Rs. 86 for 1921. by Prof. K. T. 
Shah at Rs. 16 for 1921. by Sir M. Viswesarayya at Rs. '15 for 1919 
and by Messrs. Shah and Khambata at Rs. 7'1 for 1921-22. The Indian 
Statutory Commission has estimated the per capita income of an Indian 
at Rs. 110 in 1929. Compare with this the income of other countries in 
the pre-war period:--

United Kingdom 
United States 
Germany 
Australia 
Canada 

lapan 
ndia 

£ 
50 
72 
30 
5'1 
40 
6 

2.1 

Rs. 
750 

1.080 
'150 
810 
600 
90 
36 
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this country would be very \velcome as it , ... ·ould ke-ep them froll 

starvation and penury and would giye them a better standard of living 
As pointeo out above, hand-spinning and hand-weaving are admitted1:. 
fitted to he proper subsidiary imlustries which can provide a suitabh 
occupation and income to a large section of the poor agriculturist:
The KJraddar movement sponsored by ~lahatma Gandhi, seeks t( 

make I mlia independent of foreign supply of piccegoods and yarn, ani 

in doing so, it has given a great stimulus to the hand-spinning anL 
hand-wea\'ing industry. The All-India Village Industries Organisa 
tion, cstahlished by the Indian Xatiunal Cungress under the guidaon 
of l\Iah,ltrna Gandhi in :\o\'emhcr, 1934, is also doing its best tl 

tlevdop these ancient industries of India, and to add to the purchasin~ 
power of the masS"es by providing occupation for them. This whole 
some movement deserves the strong support of every capitalist, lahou' 
leader, merchant, politician, c(onomist, and even of Great Britain,' 
as any improvement in the purchasing pO\\'er of Indians (who constitut! 
nearly one-fifth of the world's population) ,,·;ill give a great fillip tl 

the indu~tri'cs of the world which are yet in a slow process of recover) 
T f the sugg-estions made herein for the improvement of the handlootl 
industry are given effect to, we have no doubt that the industry wil 
be able to make headway, particularly under the impetus Kiven to i 
under the aegis of the popular governments in the various Province
In Inoia.** 

'In 1929. Mr. Phillip Snowden. Chancellor of Exchequer of Grea 
Britain remarked that if the purchasing power of India is increased b; 
6 shillings or roughly Rs. -4 it would relieve the unemployment problem 0 

Great Britain because being a huge country that India is of 360 milliol 
people. any little addition to her average national income would mean t 

huge total purchasing power . 

.. * For a detailed discussion of Handloom industry, See Mr. M. P 
Gandhi's "How to compete with foreign cloth" (A study of the POSitiOl 
of Hand-spinning. Hand~weavin9 and Cotton Mills in the Economics 0 

cloth production in India). with a foreword by Sir P. C. Ray, and b~. 
Mahatma Gandhi (for the vernacular editions). 

Also f'ide, Memorandum submitted by Mr. M. P. Gandhi 0: 

"Future of Hand-spinning and Hand-weaving in India" to the Taril 
Board. 1932. (Pages 228 to 232. Tariff Board Report Vol. ilL) 
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A (OlTON MAN 
can fully under.rland WHY 

GOOo;1YEAA 
THOR BELTING 

ClITS COSTS ON 
rOUGH DRIVES 

I
T IS DIFFICl'LT TO EXPLAIN TO MANY THE LONG LIFE AND 
:atigue resisting characteristics of Thor BeltinS'o You Will understand fully 
',\"hat it means to use 33 oz. silver duck made wlth selected Egyptian Sakel· 
,aridis Cotton with an average staple of If'', calendered with rubber especially 
':ompounded for moisture and age resistance. 

Cotton mill service is admittedly sew·re hut we used our own Cotton Mills as 
I proving ground and know that THOR WILL DO THE JOB AT A LOWER 
COST THAN ANY OTHER TYPE OF BELT. 

This fact is being proved by 
the experience of Cotton 
Mills here in India. which have 
been successfully belted for: 

Looms. Cards. Draw. Roving 
& Spinning Frames and other 

auxiliary Drives. 

THE GREATEST NAME IN RUBBER 
HEAD OFFICE: 60, CHOWRINGHEE, CALCUTTA 

----------------------------------
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: IF IT IS A LIFE ASSURANCE PROBLEM ~ 
t Plea.8e Con.utt 

I The Hokumchand Life Assurance Co., Ltd. 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Boe.rd of Director'S : 
Sir Sarupchand Hukumchand, KT., (Chal"rman) . 
Sir Muhammad Saadullah, KT .. )I.A., B.L., formerly Vice-PresIdent 

Governor's Executive Council, Assam. 
Rai Bahadur llangtulal Tapuria. 
Champalal Jatia, Esq. 
SheokIssen Bha.tter, Esq. 
K. C. Xeo,gy, E~(l" ~1.A .• B.L., M.L.A. 
Santosh Kumar Basu, Esq., M.A., B.L. 

(formerly :Mayor, Calcutta Corporation), 
OUR 

Policy Conditions ('ontain all that is hE'5t and latest in Life Assurance 
Protection including Oisahility Benefit!'! hy Accident or Disease. 

OUR 
('I)mhincd Fauuly Protection and Old Age pw\·ision Policy with 

Guaranteed Bonus is Speciality. 
For fllrtll~I Fal'/i,,'ularJ and Agol£)' pka.u' apply to: 

SIR SARUPCHAND HUKUMCHAND & CO. 
t M(lIl(lgilig Agellts, 

, 30, CLIVE STREET, CALCU1·TA : 
~ Telepboae :-Cal. 4606 Telegrams ;-' RAORAJA:t 

; 

1 ______ ------------------------------------------I INSURE WITH , 

'I HUKUMCHA~~p~~~~~~~CE CO., LTD. I 
FIRE, MARINE, MOTOR, ACCIDENT 1 

I WORKMEN'S COMP'ENSATION. I 

t Seulemellt of Claims Prompt and Liberal ~ 
t Board of Director. : J 
, Sir $:\Rl"P(,H.\XD Hl'Kl':\[CH.-\XD, KT., rCh'1irman). ~ t Rai Bahadur HIl<.\J,AL K.-\J,Y.\X:\J.\L. Bankcr, Indore. ~ 

'

Mr. RAJKU::\L\R SJ:~\l;H Hl'KT:\ICHAXD, I, ~ 
Mr. NALI~I R'\XJ.\~ S.\RKER 1 f (;o,,-ral J/{u/iI.~',·r :-Hilldu!>than Co operati,"e Insee. Society, Ltd. ~ 

I 
Dr. );AREXIJR.\ X.\TH L\\\", )L.-\" Ph.D. ~ 

.1f"'1U.:;m.s..~ .I.,,·,·nt :-Hange,:\\"ari CottOIl :\lilis, Ltd. , 

'

Mr. SAILE:-';DR.\ ::"l.\TlI )IITTER. ~ 
Jf<1J/<l,!;itl.~y {hr,'(t,}}" :--Ih.santi Cotton Mills, Ltd. 1 t Mr. R. C. JALI~. )'L\ •• I.I .. H_ .\d\"Ocate.lnlllore. J 

t. Mr. CHA)IP.\I •. \L )ATU. of ::\Jcssrs. ::\f..\HAI~IRAM RAMJIDASS. 1 
" Mr. SHEOKISSEN HH,\TTHR. 1 

t .Ti<mag"ing .1g~'llt_, ; J 
! SIR SARUPCHAND HUKUMCHAND & CO. II 
I Head Olliee; HUKUMCHAND HOUSE 
t 30, CLIVE STREET, CALCUTTA t 
f TI!LI!P'HONI!: CAL. 4606 TI!LEQR.APlS : "RAORAdA" J ------------------------
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AJANTA 
BEAUTY PRODUCTS 

Culture determines 
appreciation of 
beauty and culture 
should determine 
- your choice of -

Toilet Goods. -

AJANTA 
, IS YOUR CULTURAL 

INDEX 

NATIONAL SOAP AND CHEMICAL ,",ORKS, LTD. 
(" ",.('I·TT." M ,Ule.'''' K.\:"IiC;OO:-i 
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I 
DEWRANCE 

Stop Valves 

Boiler Fittings 

Reducing Valves 

Steam Traps 

Cocks 

Forged Steel Valves 

Expansion Joints 

White Metal 

Asbestos Fibre Red & Blue 

Hpxagonal & Round Packing Rings 

Sole Agents & Stockists for India & Burmah 

KILBURN & CO. 
4, Fairlie Place - - - CALCUTTA. 



Appendix I 

List of Cotton Mills III India 
With Names and Addresses of Managing Agents. 

No. of Spindles and Looms. 

BOMBAY ISLAND 
I. ALEXANDRA MILLS (The). Chinchpokli. Bombay; Agent" 

E. D. Sassoon & Co .. Ltd.; Dougall Road. Ballard Estate. Fort. 
Bombay; No. of Spindle" Mule ..... Ring 36176. Total 36176; 
No. of Looms; 712. 

2. APOLLO MILLS. LTD. (The). Ddisle Road. Bombay; Agent" 
E. D. Sassoon & Co .. Ltd.; Dougall Road. Ballard Estate. Fort. 
Bombay; No. of Spindles; Mule 1966. Ring 45500. Total 47466 
No. of Looms; 896. 

3. BHAWANI MILLS. LTD .. Fergusson Road. Pard. Bombay; 
Agents: M. Ganpatrao & Co.; Mill Premises. Bombay; No. of 
Spindles; Mule ..... Ring 7300. Total 7300; No. of Looms;. 

1. BOMBAY COTTON MFG. CO. LTD. (The). Kalachowki 
Road. Chinchpokli, Bombay, No. 12; Agents: Hormusjcc. Sons 
& Co.; Kalachowki Road. Chinchpokli. Bombay. No. 12; No. of 
Spindles; Mule 1152. Ring 286010. Total 29792; No. of Looms; 
775. 

5. BOMBAY DYEING & MFG. CO .. LTD. (Spring Mills) 
Naigaum Rd., Dadar. Rombay; Agents: Nu",'cosjcc Wadia & 
Sons; Neville House. Graham Road, Hallard Estate. Bombay; 
No. "f Spindle>; Mule. .. Ring 109552. Total 109552. No. of 
Looms; 3116. 

6. BOMBAY DYEING & MFG. CO .. LTD .. Textile Mills; 
Elphinstonc Road. Parel. Bombay; Agt'nls: Nowrosjee. Wadia 
& Sons; Neville House, Graham Road. Ballard Estate. Bombay; 
No. of Spindles; Mule 800. Ring 73534. Total 7i331; No. of 
Looms; 1734. 

7. BOMBAY INDUSTRIAL MILLS CO .. LTD. Tulsl Pipe Road. 
Of! Fergusson Road. Pare!, Bombay; Agents: W. H. Brady & 
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Co. Ltd: 1214. Church gate St .. Fort Bombay: No. of Spindb 

Mule .. Ring .. Total. No. of [001115: 558. 

8. BOMBAY SURYODAYA MILLS. LTD Tarde:o, Bombay 

Agents: Tarachand Shantidas &. C().: Tard{'Q. Bombay; No_ of 
Spindles: Mule. "' Ring 21408. Total 21408: 1Vo. of Looms 

609. 

9. BRADBURY MILLS LTD. {Tho I Ripon Rd. Jacob Circle 
Bombay: Agents: Ramnarain Sons. Ltd.: 143. Esplanade Road 

Fort, Bombay: No. of Spindles: ~1ule 6864: Ring 25040, Total 
31904: No. of Looms.' 848. 

10. CENTURY SPG. [, MFG. CO .. LTD. {Century and Zenith 
Milb I Delisle Road (Wad Side I. Parel. Bombay; Agents: C. V 
Mehta (1 Co.: Presscot Road, Queens Mansions, Bombay; No 
of Spindle" Mule 4964. Ring 99584. Total 104548: No. o{ 
Looms' 3096. 

II. COLABA LAND [. MILL CO .. LTD. Victoria Bunder. Colaba. 
Bombay: Managing Agent" W. H Brady [, Co .. Ltd.: 
12:11. Churchgate Street. Bombay: No. of Spirtdlc..-; Mule 660. 
Ring 15376. Total 16036: No, of Looms.' 694. 

12. COORLA SPINNING & WEAVING CO .. LTD. Kurla. 
Suburban Dist .. Bumbay; Agent.;: C:ow3sjee. Jehangir E' Co., Ltd. 
Readymoney M,msion. Church gate St.. Fort. Bombay; No. of 
Spindle" Mule 1404. Ring 2382R. Total 25232: No. of Looms, 

719. 

\3. CROWN SPINNING f, MANUFACTURING CO .. LTD. 
Ghokalc Rd .. Pard. Bombay; Agents: Purshotam Vithaldas f: 

Co.: 16. Apollo Street. Fort. Bombay: Nn. of Spindles: Mule, 
Ring 42188. Total 12188: ~\'o of Looms: t 106. 

14 DAVID MILLS CO .. LTD. (The! Correl Road. Bombay. 
Agent!': E. D Sassoon [. Co .. Ltd.: Dougall Rd , Ballard Estate, 

Fort. Bomh"),: No, of Spindle." Mule \7466. Ring 64\68. Total 
811>34: No. of Loon,,, \212 

\5 DA\VN MILLS CO,. LTD (Thel Fergusson Rd. Lr. Parel. 
Bombay: .4.,q~~nt_ .. - Sassoon. J David c: Co. Ltd. 143, Esplanade 

Road. Fort, Bombay: No_ C1f Spindles: !\-iulc 52RO. Ring 38232. 
Total 43512: No. of Looms". 
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16. DHANRAj MILLS, LTD. ITho) Sun Mill Rd, Lr. Parel 
Bombay; Agents: Ramgopal Ganpatrai. Mills Pr~mises. Bombay; 

No. o{ Spindle" Mule 1916, Ring 35644, Total 37560; No. 0/ 
Loom" 734. 

17. DIGVIjAY SPIN. & WEAVING CO, LTD. IThe, Lalbag, 
Parel. Bombay: Agcnt.s: J. Khatao b Lo.: Mill Premises. Bombay; 
No. o{ Spindle" Mule.. ,Ring 397bb, Total 3978~; :Vo. ot 

Looms: 1175. 

18. EDWARD SASSOON MILLS, LTD. ,The i Fergusson Road, 
Bombay; A~cnt" E. D. Sassoon & Co., Ltd.; Dougall Rd., BallarJ 
Estate, Fort, Bombay; No. of Spindles; Mul< 29256. Ring 16156, 
Total 45412; No. of Looms: 920. 

19. E. D. SASSOON TURKEY RED DYE WORKS. Cadell 
Road. Dadar. Bombay; Agents: E. D. Sassoon u Co .. Ltd .. 
Dougall Rd .. Ballard Estate, Fort, Bombay; N". of Spindles; 
Mule .... , Ring ... _, Total. : No. v/ Loo1lls .. 

20. ELPHINSTONE SPG & WEAVI~G MILLS CO., LTD. 
Elphinstone Road, Bombay 13: Agel1ts: E. D. Sas"oon [; Co .. 
Ltd.; Dougall Rd .. Ballard estate. Fort. Bombay; 1\'0. uf Spindles: 

Mule 14008, Ring 32600, Total 46608; !I,'o. of LoonlS; 782. 

21. FINLAY MILLS, LTD. Grn't Gate Rd .. Pard, Bombay; Agents: 
jaroes Finlay & Co .. Ltd.; Chartered Bank Bldg, .. fort, Bombay; 
No. of Spmdles: Mule ..... Ring 46072, Total 46072; No. 0/ 
Looms; 784. 

22. GOLD MOHUR MILLS, LTD. Old Dadar Rd.. Dadar. 
Bombay; Agents: James Finlay & Co., Ltd.. Chartered Bank 
Bldgs., Fort. Bombay; l\,7o, of .spindles: Mule. , I~jng -:l:2~72, 

Total 12172: {I/O, of Lo011ls: llHO. 

21 HATTERS LEY MILL Aga, Road, Ch«tk"PdL Bombay. 
Suburban Dbt" Le:S5ee.~: A. Ojhd t~ Sons, Rduuan Bldg .. 

Churchgate St , Bombay; No. of Spindles: Mule. Ring, 

Total ... : Nl). of Looms: 1390. 

24. HINDOOSTAN SPIN (- WEAV. MILLS CO. LTD. Ripon 
Rd .. Jacob Circle. Bumbay: Ayent..-;o Thi:lckers..::y ~vioo:jee " Co.: 
'Hamam H0US~' 3448 Hamam Strt'et. Fort. BO:1.b;'lY: iVO. of 
Spindlc3: Mule .... , Ring 10850, T otal 40~5b: Sv 0/ Looms; 
1116. 

,---' , 
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25. HIRJEE MILLS. LTD. (The) Fergusson Rd .. Lr. Pare 
Bombay; Agent" C. Jehangir & Co .• Ltd.; Readymoney Mansion 
Churchgate St .. Fort. Bombay; No. of Spindles: Mule ...... Rin" 
21021. Total 21021; No. of Looms: 807. 

26. INDIAN BLEACHING. DYEING & PRINTING WKS. CO 
LTD. New Purbhadevi Rd .. Lower Mahim. Dadar. Bombay, 
Agents: Malatlal Gagalbhai & Sons; Churchgate Street, 
29. Ruston Building. Fort. Bombay; No. of Spindles: Mule .. 
Ring ..... Total. ... ; No. of Looms ..... 

27. INDIAN MANUFACTURING CO .. LTD. Ripon Rd" Jacob 
Circle. Bombay; Agents: Damodher Thackerscy MooJjee & Co, 
'Hamam House,' Hamam Street. Fort. Bombay; No. of Spindles: 
Mule ..... Ring i8M8. Total 186018; No, of Looms: 1202. 

28. JACOB SASSOON MILL. Suparibaug Rd.. Parel. Bombay; 
Agents: E. D. Sas,oon & Co" Ltd.; Dougall Rd .. Ballard Estate, 
Fort. Bombay;. No. of Sindles: Mule 9010. Ring 92072. Total 
101112. No. of Looms: 2223. 

29. JAM MANUFACTURING CO" LTD .. NO.1. Parel. Bombay; 
Agents: Waljee Shamjee & Co.; 4. Dalal Street. Fort. Bombay: 
No. of Spindles.' Mule .. Ring 31300. Total 31300. No. o{ 
Looms: 944. 

30. JAM MANUFACTURING CO" LTD" NO.2. Sewr«. Bom
bay; Agents: Waljee Shamjee & Co.; 5. Dalal Street. Fort 
Bombay; No. of Sindles: Mule ...... Ring 23100. Total 23100; 
No. of Loom" 570. 

31. JUBILEE MILLS. LTD. (The) Sewree. Bombay; Agents: M. 
Mehta SJ Co.; Mubarak Manzil, Apollo Street, Fort, Bombay; 
No. of Spindles: MuJe ..... Ring 34512. Total 3i512: No, 01 
Looms: 666. 

32. KAMALA MILLS. LTD. Tulsi Pipe Road. off Delisle Road. 
Bombay; Mill Premises. Bombay 13; No. o{ Spindles: Mule 7872. 
Ring 38984. Total 46856. No. of Loom" 1051. 

33. KHATAU MAKANJI SPIN & WEAV. CO" LTD. Haines 
Rd" Byculla. Bombay; Agents: Khatau Makanji & Co.; Laxmi 
Building. 2B. Ballard Pier. Fort. Bombay; No. of Spindle" 
Mule ..... Ring 55900. Total 55900 No. of Looms: 1519. 
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31. KOHINOOR MILLS CO., LTD. Naigaum Cross Rd., Dadar. 
Bombay; Agents: Killick Nixon & Co; Killick Bldg .. Home St. 
Fort, Bombay; No. of Spindles: Mule 988, Ring 71108, Total 
72396; No. of Looms: 1195. 

35. MADHOWjI DHARAMSI MANFG. CO .. LTD. (own dyein~ 
plant). Faras Road. Bombay; Agents: The Provident Investment 
Co., Ltd .. Foras Road, Bombay 8; No. of Spindles: Mule 2656. 
Ring 35516, Total 38172. No. of Looms: 863. 

36. MADHUSUDAN MILLS. LTD. Delisle Road, Bombay 13; 
Agents: Amersey Damodar; Mill Premises, Bombay; No. of 

Spindles: Mule ..... Ring 51888, Total 51888; No. of Looms: 
1760. 

37. MANCHESTER MILL (The), Chinchpokli, Bombay 12; Agent." 
E. D. Sassoon & Co .. Ltd.; Dougall Rd .. Ballard Estate. Fort. 
Bombay; No. of Spindles: Mule ..... Ring 27168. Total 27168; 
No. of Looms: 681. 

38. MANOCKjEE PETIT DYE & BLEACH WORKS, Bellasis 
Bridge, Tardeo, Bombay; Lessee, Shapurji Mancckji Katwal, 

Lalji Mansingh Building. Lahar Chaw!. Bombay 2; Bleaching. 
Dyeing, Calendering & Finishing Plant. 

39. MEYER SASSOON MILLS, LTD. (The); Fergusson Road, 
Bombay; Agents: E. D. Sassoon & Co., Ltd.; Dougall Rd .. BaIlard 
Estate. Fort, Bombay; No. of Spindles: Mule 11928, Ring 30288. 
Total 12216; No. of Looms: 1021. 

10. MOON MILLS, LTD. (The); New Sewri Rd., Sewri. Bombay; 
Agents: P. A. Hormarjee & Co.; 70. Forhes St .. Rampart Row, 
Fort, Bombay; No. of Spindles: Mule 1726. Ring 29512. Total 
31298; No. of Looms: 861. 

11. MORARjEE GOCULDAS SPIN. & WEAY. CO .. LTD.; 
Suparibaug Rd" Parel. Bombay; Agents: Ganesh Narayan 
Piramal; Mill Premises, Bombay; No. of Spindles: Mule 
Ring 56856, Total 56856; No. of Looms: 1666. 

'12. MODERN MILLS, LTD .. (The); 98, Elphinstone Rd .. Bombay 
13 and Jacob Circle, Mahalaxmi. Bombay; Agents: N. Sirur [1 

Co.; 70, Forbes Street. Fort, Bombay; No. 01 Spindles: Mule 
11908, Ring 22680. Total 31588. No. of Looms: 100 (under 
erection) . 
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43. NEW CHINA MILLS. LTD.. IThe'!; New Sewr« Road. 
Bombay: Agent.s: Pransukhlal Mafatlal (Managing Director). 

29 Rustom Building, Churchgate Street. Fort, Bombay; No. oj 
Spindle, .. Mule.. .. Ring 33328. Total 33328 No. 01 LoomS.' 

700. 

44. NEW CITY OF BOMBAY MANFG .. CO .. LTD.; Chinchpokli 
Rd .. Parel ROod. Bombay 12; Agents .. W. H. Brady & Co .. Ltc. 
Royal Insurance Building, Chufchgate St .. Fort. Bombay; No. '_)( 
Spindles.. Mule.. Ring 15944. Total 45944; No. of Looms 

432 

is. NEW ERA TEXTILE MILLS CO .. Atlas Mills Compound 
Matar Pakhadi Road. Mazgaon, Bombay, No. 10, Mill Premises, 

Bombay 10; ,Vo. of Spindles: Mule ... ", Ring ... ", Total. 

No. of Looms: 62. 

46 NEW GREAT EASTERN SPIN. t; WEA V. CO .. LTD. Pad 
Rd. Chinchpokli. Bombay; Agents .. W. H. Brady & Co .. Ltd .. 
12 Ii Churchgate St., Fort, Bombay; No. ol Spindles: Mule 
14520. Ring 32364. Total 16881; No. of Looms .. 1029. 

47. NEW ISLAM MILLS; Parel. Near Currey Road Bridge. Parel. 
Bombay: Owner: H. A. Hajee Cassum; Delisle Road. Post No 

13. Bombay; No. of Spindles.. Mule 2048. Ring 17604. Total 
19652; No. of Looms .. 560. 

i8 NEW KAISER-I-HIND SPINNING [. WEAVING COM
PANY LIMITED; Chinchpokli. Bombay; AgentS.' Vussonji 
Manji & Co.; 10. Churchgate Street. Fort. Bombay; No. of 

Spindles.. Mule 936. Ring 53716. Total 54652; No. of Looms 
1330. 

49 NEW UNION MILLS LTD. Delisle Road. Parel. Bombay. 
Agent_,,: David Sassoon [. Cu Ltd.. 59 Forbes Street. Fort. 

Bombay. No. of SpmdleS.' Mule 2410. Ring 31192. Total 33632 
No. of Looms: 873 

50. PHOENIX MILLS. LTD. (The!.' Tulsi Pipe Line Road. Lr 
Pard. Bombay 13; Agents: Ramnnrain Hurnundrai & Sons: 
143. Esplanade Road. Fort, Bombay; 1.:"./0. of Spindles: Mulo: 

12611. Ring 41600. Total 54214 .. No. of Loom" 728. 

5 I. PRALHAD MILLS. LTD. (The I; Fergusson Road. Parel. 
Bombay 13; Agents: Partapgir Narsingirji & Co.; Mill Premises, 
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Bombay; No. o{ Spindles, Mule 1010 & 360 chapan, Ring 32104, 
Total 33801: No. o{ Loomsc 962. 

52, RACHEL SASSOON MILLS: Chinchpokli, Parel, Bombay 13, 
Agent., E. 0, Sassoon & Co., Ltd: Dougall Road, Ballard 
Estate, Fort, Bombay; No. of Loomsc 1951. 

53. RAGHUVANSHI MILLS, LTD. IThel: 11-12 Hains Road, 
Mahalaxmi. Delisle Road. Post 13. Bombay, Agents: R. Magan~ 

lal [1 Bros.; 11-12 Hains Road. l\1ahalnxmi. Bombay: No. of 
Spindles, Mule 8926, Ring 51988. Total 43914. 

51. RUBY MILLS, LTD. (The I: Lady Jamshetjee Road: Woollen 
Mill Gully, Dadar, Bombay: M. G. Doongersy [. Co., East & 

West Building, Apollo Street. Fort, Bombay: No. of Spindle8: 

Ring 16296, Total 16296: No o{ Loom" 4')3. 

55, SASSOON SPINNING [. WEAVING CO .. LTD,; Mount 
Estate. Mazagaon. Bombay: Agents: David Sassoon & Co., 
Ltd: 59, Forbes Street, Fort, Bombay: No. o{ Spindles, Mule 
2224, Ring 58016, Total 60240: No o{ La",,,,, 1288. 

56. SASSOON MILLS (The ED J: Chinchpokli. Bombay; Agent" 
E D. Sassoon & Co .. Ltd: Dougall Road, Ballard Estate, 
Fort, Bombay: No, o{ Spindles, Mule 111758, Ring 75868, Total 
86626; No, of Loomsc 752. 

57, SATYA MILLS LTD .. (The), Delisle Road, Parel. Bombay: 
Agents, Jas. Finlay & Co, Ltd.: Chartered Bank Buildings, Fort. 
Bombay; No. ot Spindles' Mule (008, Ring 28096, Total 29104; 

No. of Looms: 792 

58 SHREE NIWAS COTTOr; MILLS, LTD; Delisle Road, Lr. 
Pard. Bombay: Agents: Marwar Textiles t Agency). Ltd .. Mill 
Premises, Bombay; No o{ Spindlesc Ring 52296, Total 52296; 

No. o{ Looms.' 1908. 

59. SHREE RAM MILLS, LTD.: Fcrqucon Road, Lr. Pare! Worh 
Bombay; 13. Agents, P. M Bhog;lal I' Co.: 324 Hornby Road, 
Bombay: No. of Spindlesc Rin~ 35636, Total 35636; No 0/ 
Looms' 850 

60. SIMPLEX MILLS CO .. LTD.: 30, Clerk Rd, Jacob Circle, 
Bombay: Agents: Forbes .Forbes Campbell [~ Co .. Ltd.; Forbes 
Bldg .. Home St.. Fort Bombay: No o{ Spindle,.' Mule 936 Ring 
37148. Total 380~4: 1\'0 oi L00"''' 1323. 

61. SIR SHAPURJI BROACHA MILLS. LTD (The J: Delisle Road. 
Chinchpokli. Bombay; Agent'>: Pro\'ident Investment Co .. Ltd. 
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Delisle Road, Chinchpokli, Bombay; No. of Spindles: Mule 
1872. Ring 86976, Total 88848; No. of Looms: 1060. 

62. STANDARD MILLS CO., LTD. Parbhadevi Road, Low" 
Mahim, Bombay: Agents: M. Gagalbhai & Sons; 29, Rustan 
Bldg,. Churchgate St., Bombay; No. of Spindles: Ring 50221 
Total 50221; No. of Looms: 1179. 

63. SVADESHI MILLS CO., LTD. KurIa (Bombay Suburban 
District); Agents: Tata Sons. Ltd.; Bombay House, Bruce Street. 
Fort, Bombay; No. of Spindles: Ring 76000, Total 76000; No. of 
Looms: 2150. 

61. SWAN MILLS LTD.; New Sewn Road. Sewri, Bombay; Agent" 
James Finlay & Co., Ltd.; Chartered Bank Buildings, Fort. 
Bombay; No. of Spindles: Mules 1022, Ring 30128, Total 31150: 
No. of Looms: 528. 

65. TATA MILLS; Dadar Road, Parel. Bombay; Agents: Tata Sons 
Ltd.; Bombay House, Bruce: Street. Fort. Bombay; No. of 
Spindles: Ring 62168. Total 62168; No. of Looms: 1800. 

66. TOYO PODAR COTTON MILLS LTD.; Delisle Road. 
Chinchpokli, Bombay 11; Managing Director: T. Ogoshi, Delisle 
Road, Bombay II: No. of Spindles: Ring 31160, Total 31160; 

No. of Looms: 916. 

67. VICTORIA MILLS, LTD.; Gamdevi, Grant Road, Bombay; 
Agents: M. Mehta & Co.; Mubarak Manzil. Apollo Street, Fort, 
Bombay; No. of Spindles: Ring 32396, Total 32396; No. 01 
Looms; 708. 

M. WESTERN INDIA SPINNING [, MANUFACTURING CO .. 
LTD.; Killachawky Road, Chinchpokli. Bombay; AycIlts: 

Thakcrscy Mooljce Sons ~; Cu.; Ham.un House, Hamam Street, 
Fort. Bombay; No. of Spindles: Ring 13288, Total 13288; No. of 
Looms: 11.30. 

BOMBAY PRESIDENCY 
AHMEDABAD ADVANCE MILLS LTD.: Outside Delhi Gate, 

P O. Box. No. IB, Ahmedabad; Agents: Tata Sons. Ltd., 
Bombay House, 21. Br1ll:e Street, Fort, Bombay; No. at Spindles: 
Ring 11221. Total 11221; No. of Looms: 921. 

70. AHMEDABAD ASTODIA MFG. CO .. LTD; Outside Astodi~ 
Gate. Ahmedabad: Working Agents: S. N. Lullubhai, S. K. 
Lalbhai, T. J. Parikh: Outside Astodia Gate, Ahmed"bad: No. of 
Spindles: Ring 21116, Total 21116; No. of Looms: 328. 
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71. AHMEDABAD COTTON MANUFACTURING CO .. LTD.; 
Out Sarangpur Gate, Ahmedabad; Agents: Amratlal Damodar
das [, Co.; Mill Premises. Ahmedabad; No. of Spindles: Ring 
28692. Total 28692; No. of Looms: 675. 

72. AHMEDABAD COTTON [, WASTE MANUFACTURING 
CO .. LTD.; Dudheswar Road. Ahmedabad; Agents: Dhira;lal 
Chunilal & Bros.; Dudheshwar Road. P. O. Box No. 79. 
Ahmedabad; No. of Spindles: Mule 1056. Ring 20588. Total 
21641; No. of Looms: 460. 

73. AHMEDABAD INDUSTRIAL MILLS CO .. LTD.; Gomtipur 
Road. Railway Pura Post. Ahmedabad: Agents: K. L. Mehta & 
Co .. LTD.; Gomtipur Road. Railway Pura Post. Ahmedabad 2; 
No. of Spindles: Ring 23560. Total 23560; No. of Looms: 566. 

74. AHMEDABAD JUBILEE SPINNING & MANUFACTURING 
CO .. LTD.; Out Dadapur Gate. Ahmedabad; Agents: Chimanlal 
Nagindas & Co.; Mill Premises Ahmedabad; No. of Spindles: 
Mule. Chapoon 576. 3200; Dblg. 2296. Ring 31020. Total 37092; 
No. of Looms: 829. 

75. AHMEDABAD JUPITER SPINNING. WEAVING [, MANU
FACTURING CO .. LTD.; Post Box 43. Dudheshwar Road. 
Ahmedabad; Agents: C. Parakh [, Co.; 28. Apollo Street. Fort 
Bombay; No. of Spindles: Ring 25000. Total 25000; No. of 
Looms: 572. 

76. AHMEDABAD KAISER-I-HIND MILLS CO .. LTD.; Outside 
Raipur Gate. Ahmedabad; Agents: Ramanlal Kanaiyalal & Co.; 
Mill Premises. Ahmedabad; No. of Spindles: Ring 20000. Total 
20000; No. of Looms: 490. 

77. AHMEDABAD LAXMI COTTON MILLS CO .. LTD; Outside 
Raipur Gate, Ahmedabad; Agents: Hariprasad Jayantilal & Co., 
Ltd.; Outside Raipur Gate. Ahmedabad; No. of Spindles: Mule 
1818. Ring 33808. Total 35656; No. of Looms: 592. 

78. AHMEDABAD MANUFACTURING [, CALICO PRINT CO .. 
LTD.; Out jamalpur Gate. Ahmedabad; Agents: Karamchand 
Premchand & Co.; Out jamalpur Gate. Ahmedabad; No. o{ 
Spindles: Ring 75400. Total 75100; No. of Looms: 1509. 

79. AHMEDABAD NEW COTTON MILLS CO .. LTD.; No. I; 
Kankaria Road. Ahmedabad; Agents.- Narottam Chandulal & Co .• 
Ltd.; Near Khokhara. Ahmedabad; No. of Spindles: Ring 23368. 
Total 23368; No. of Looms: 588. 
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80. AHMEDABAD NEW COTTON MILLS CO .. LTD.. No.2 
Mithipur. Ahmedabad; Agents: Naroltam Chandulal & Co. Ltd 
Near Khokhara. Ahmedabad; No. of Spindles: Ring 1708L' 
Total 17080; No. of Looms: 118. 

81. AHMEDABAD NEW STANDARD MILLS CO .. LTD.; Nr 
Suraspur Gate. Railway Pura Post. Ahmedabad; Agents: S 
Naranlal & Co.. Ltd.; Mill Premises. Ahmedabad; No. 0, 

Spindles: Ring 16608. Total 16608; No. of Looms: i58. 

82. AHMEDABAD NEW TEXTILE MILLS CO .. LTD.; Nos. I E 
2; Outside: Raipur Gate, Ahmedabad; Managing Agents: )ivan" 
lal Girdarlal & Sons; Out Raipur Gate. Ahmedabad; No. oj 
Spindle" Ring 25488. Total 25488: No. of Loom" 1008. 

83. AHMEDABAD SARANGPUR MILLS CO .. LTD.; Outside 
Raipur Gate. Ahmedabad; Agent" Himatlal Motilal & Co .. Ltd 
Out Raipur Gate. Ahmedabad; No. of Spindles: Ring 30928. 
Total 30928; No. of Looms: 582. 

81. AHMEDABAD SHRI RAMKRISHNA MILLS CO" LTD. 
Gomtipur. Ahmedabad; Agents: Chimanlal Maneklal & Co' 
Gomptipur. P. O. Railway Pura. Ahmedabad; No. of Spindles 
Ring 16428. Total 16428; No. of Looms: 151. 

85. AHMEDABAD SPINNING & WEAVING CO .. LTD; Shah
pur. Ahmedabad; Agents: Runchhodlal Chhotalal & Co.; Shah pur 
Ahmedabad; No. 0/ Spindles: Ring 30532. Total 30532; No. ot 
Loom" 800. 

86. AliT MILLS. LTD. (The); Rakhial Road. Ahmedabad; Agents 
C. Naranbhai & Co.; Rakhial Road. Railway Pura Post. Ahmeqa· 
bad 2; No. of Spindles: Ring 16004. Total 1600'1; No. of Looms. 
466. 

87. AMBICA MILLS. LTD. (Shri) No.1: Near Suskar Tank. 
Kankaria Road. Ahmedabad 2; Age~ts: H. Kalidas & Co: 
Kankaria Loco Siding. Ahmedabad 2: No. of Spindles: Rin, 
16016. Total 16016; No. of Looms: 170. 

88. AMBICA MILLS. LTD. (Shri) No.2; Near Siskar Lake 
Ahmedabad. Agents: Balabhai Girdharlal & Co.; Mill Premises 
Ahmedabad. Ring 16016. Total 16016; No. of Looms: '170. 
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89. ANANTA MILLS. LTD.; Rakhial Road. Gomtipur. Ahmedabad; 
Agents: I Amratlal. Ltd.; co Ahmedabad Laxmi Cotton Mills 
Co .. Ltd.; No. of Spindles: Ring 21992. Total 21992; No. of 
Looms: 450. 

90. ARYODAYA GINNING & MANUFACTURING CO .. LTD.; 
Asarwa. Ahmedabad; Agents: Mangaldas & Brother; Mill 
Premises Ahmedabad;' No. of Spindles: Ring 48540. Total 48540. 
No. of Looms: 908. 

91. ARUNA MILLS, LTD. (The); Naroda Road, Ahmedabad; 
Agents: P. M. Hutheesing & Sons, Ltd.; Naroda Road. Ahmeda
bad; No. of Spindles: Ring 38448, Total 38448; No. of Looms: 
960. 

92. ARVIND MILLS, LTD. (The); Naroda Road, Ahmedabad; 
Agents: N. Lalbhai & Co.; P. O. Box No. 56. Ahmedabad: No. 
of Spindles: Ring 54528, Total 54528; No. of Looms: 1210. 

93. ARYODAYA SPINNING & WEAVING CO., LTD.; Asarva 
Road, Railway Pura Post, Ahmedabad 2; Agents: Mangaldas & 
Balabhai & Co.; Asarva Road, P. O. Box 40, Ahmedabad; No. 
of Spindles: Ring 53280, Total 53280; No. of Looms: 1365. 

94. ASARWA MILLS; Railway Pura Post, Ahmedabad 2; Under 
Mortgage to the Provident Investment Co .. Ltd., Bombay; Mill 
Premises Ahmedabad 2; No. of Spindles: Ring 20564, Total 
20564; No. of Looms: 458. 

95. BARODA SPINNING & WEAVING CO., LTD. (No. I); 
Pani Gate, Baroda; Agents: Iaverchand Laxmichand & Co.; Mill 
Premises, Baroda; No. of Spindles: Ring 18060, Total 18060; 
No. of Looms: 495. 

96. BARODA SPINNING & WEAVING CO .. LTD. (No.2); 
Pani Gate, Bhadra. Baroda; Agents: Javerchand Laxmichand & 
Co.; Mill Premises. Baroda; No. of Spindles: Ring 12028, Total 
12028; No. of Looms: 244. 

97. BECHARDAS SPINNING & WEAVING MILLS CO. LTD.; 
Raikhad. Ahmedabad: Agents: Durgaprasad S. Laskari & Co.; 
Raikhad. Ahmedabad; No. of Spindles, Ring 18092, Total 18092; 
No. of Looms: 496. 

98. BHALAKIA MILLS CO .. LTD. (The); Kankaria Road, Post 
Box No. 29, Ahmedabad; Agents: Chandulal & Co., Ltd., 
Managing Agents: Seth Iethalal Purshotamdas. Bhalakia; Mill 
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Premises, Ahmedabad; No. of Spindles: Ring 15696, Total 1569t 
No, of Looms: 806, 

99. BHARAT LAXMI COTTON MILLS CO., LTD,; Mithipu, 
Ahmedabad; Agents: C. Parakh & Co.; Mill Premises, Ahmeda 
bad; No. of Spindles: Ring 18192, Total 18192; No. of Loom.' 
132. 

100. BHARAT SURYODAYA MILL CO., LTD.; Kankaria Road 
Ahmedabad; Agents: Manilal Sankalchand & Co., Ltd.; Kankari,) 

Road, near lagnath Mahadeva; No. of Spindles: Ring 9916 
Total 9916; No. of Looms: 361. 

101. BHARAT VilA YA MILLS, LTD.; Kalo!, N, Gujarat; Agents, 
Ramanlal Champaklal & Co.; Kalo!, N. Gujarat; No. of Spindles, 
Ring 15552, Total 15552; No. of Looms: 320. 

102. BHARATKHAND COTTON MILLS CO .. LTD.; Naroda Road 
Railway Pura, Ahmedabad; Agents: Moolchand Jeykishandas & 
Co,; Railway Pura Post, Ahmedabad 2, No, of Spindles: Ring 
21396, Total 21396; No. of Looms: 573. 

103. BHARAT KHAND TEXTILE MANFG. CO., LTD.; Camp 
Road, Ahmedabad; Agents: libanlal Girdharlal & Co., Mill 
Premises, Ahmedabad; No. of Spindles: Ring 32192, Total 32192; 
No, of Looms: 1316, 

101. BIHARI MILLS, LTD. (The); Mithipur, Nr. Khokhra, Mehme
dabad Railway Pura P. O. Ahmedabad; Agents.- M. HarHal & 
Co .. Ltd.; Nr. Khokhra, Mehmedabad, Ahmedabad; No. o{ 
Spindles: Ring 16116, Total 16116; No. of Looms: 110. 

105, BROACH FINE COUNTS SPIN. & WEA V. CO.. LTD .. 
Broach; Agents: Brijlal Bilasrai & Co.; Agakhan Bldg. Dalal St .. 
Fort, Bombay; No. of Spindles: Ring 28896, Total 28896; No. of 
Looms: 500. 

106, CAMBAY STATE MILLS; Cambay, Ahmedabad; Managing 
Agents.- Sheth Chamanbalbhai G. Parikh, (Cambay); No. 01 
Spindles.- Ring 18828, Total 18828; No. of Looms: 356. 

107, CHANDRODAYA MILLS, LTD. (The); Viramgam; Agents: 
C. Khushaldas [, Co .. Ltd .. Manckchowk, Bombay; No. of 
Spindles.- Ring 27292, Total 27292; No. of Looms: 628. 

108. CHHOTALAL MILLS, LTD.; Kalol (Baroda State); Agents: 
Chhotalal Hirachand & Co.; Kalol (North Gujarat); No. 01 
Spindles: Ring 17600, Total 17600; No. of Looms: 156. 
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109. CITY OF AHMEDABAD SPG. & MANFG. CO., LTD.; 
Kankaria Road, Ahmedabad; Agent" Chamanlal Mangaldas & 

Sons, Kankaria Road, Ahmedabad; No. of Spindle" Ring 27036, 
Total 27036; No. of Looms, 543. 

110. COMMERCIAL AHMEDABAD MILLS, CO" LTD.; Railway 
Pura Post, Ahmedabad 2; Agents, Dhaunjibhai & Tricumlal & 

Co., Ltd.; Mill Premises, Ahmedabad 2; No. of Spindle" Ring 
27788, :otal 27788; No. of Loom" 620. 

111. FINE KNITTING CO., LTD. (The); Naroda Road, Nr. 
Chamunda Mata, Railway Pura Post, Ahmedabad 2; Agent" 
H. Keshavlal & Co.; Mill Premises, Ahmedabad 2; No. of 
Spindle" Ring 9000, Total 9000; No. of Loom" 96 Knitting 
Machines. 

112. GAEKWAR MILLS, LTD. (The); Bilimora, Ahmedabad; 
Agent" H, M. Mehta & Co., Ltd.; Bilimora, Ahmedabad; No. of 
Spindle" Ring 24808, Total 24808; No. of Loom" 520. 

113. GENDALAL MILLS, LTD. (Formerly the Bhagirath Spg. & 
Wvg. Mills); Jalgaon, East Khandesh; Managing Directo" Mr. 
S. G. Badjatia; Mill Premises, Ahmedabad: No, of Spindles: 
Ring 11000, Total [1000: No. of Loom" 352, 

114. GIRDHADAS HARI VALLAVDAS MILLS, LTD.; Outside 
Premo Darvaja. Ahmedabad; Agents: C. Mangaldas £:, Co .. 
Parekh; Mill Premises, Ahmedabad: No. of Spindle" Ring 
19792, Total 19792. 

115. GIRDHARDAS HARI VALLVDAS MILLS, CO., LTD.: Nr. 

117. 

118. 

Gomtipur Overbridge. Ahmedabad; Agents: ChamanlaI Mangal
das & Co.: Mill Premises Ahmedabad; No. of Loom" 242. 

GOKAK MILL, LTD.; Gokak Falls, S. M. C: Agent" Forbes, 
Forbes, Campbell & Co., Ltd., Forbes Building, Home Street, 
Fort, Bombay: No. of Spindle" Mule 1326, (Waste spindles), 
Ring 74328 and 2640 (Doubling), Total 78294. 

GOPAL MILLS CO., LTD.; White Road, Broach; Agents: N. 
Hanidas & Co.; White Road, Broach; No. of Spindles,' Ring 
22980, Total 22980; No. of Loom" 652. 

GUJARAT COTTON MILLS CO, LTD.: Naroda Road, 
Ahmedabad; Agents: P. S. Bhagwandas & Co.; Railway Pura 
Post, Naroda Road, P. O. Box No. 41 Ahmedabad: No. of 
Spindles: Ring 30864, Total 30864: No. of Looms: SH. 
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Jl9. GUJARAT GINNING [, MANUFACTURING CO .. LTD.; Out 
Kalupur Gate. Nr. Premo Gate. Ahmedabad; Agents.. Jarnnabha; 
Mansukhbha; & Co.; Railway Pura Post or G. P. O. Box 38. 
Ahmedabad; No. of Spindles: Ring 74088; Total 71088; No. at 
Looms: 1667. 

120. GUJARAT HOSIERY FACTORY; Rakhjal Road. Ahmedabad; 
Owners: C. C. Dalal [, Co .. Mill Premises. Ahmedabad; No. ot 
Spindles: Ring 10620. (Dbg. 3080), Total 13700; No. of Looms: 
90 Knitting Machines. 

121. GUJARAT SPINNING & WEAVING CO .. LTD.; Outside 
Kalupur Gate. Ahmedabad; Agents: 'amnabhai Mansukhbhai & 
Co.; Mill Compound, Ahmedabad; No. of Spindles: Ring 28792. 
Total 28792; No. of Looms: 679. 

122. HARIVALLABHDAS MULCHAND MILLS CO., LTD.; Out 
Dadapur Gate. Ahmedabad; Agents: Girdharlal Harilal [, Co.; 
Mill Premises. Ahmedabad; No. of Spindles: Ring 18201. Total 
18201; No. of Looms: 118. 

123. HATHISING MANUFACTURING CO ... LTD.; Saraspura 
Railway Pura, Post No.2. Ahmedabad; Agents: Maneklal 
Mansukhbhai & Co.; Saraspura; No. of Spindles: Ring 15092. 
Total 15092. 

121. HIMABHAI MANUFACTURING CO .. LTD.; Nr. Saraspur 
Gate. Railway Pura Post. Ahmedabad; Agents: DhirajIal 
Khushaldas & Bros.; Mill Premises. Ahmedabad; No. of Spindles: 
Mule 1920 Doubling. Ring 16760. Total 18680; No. of Looms: 
136. 

125. JAYANTI MILLS. LTD.; Viramgaum; Agents: G. Nathalal [, 
Co .. Ltd.; Revdi Bazar. Latill Bldg. Ahmedabad; No. of 
Spindles: Ring 22216. Total 22216; No. of Looms: 559. 

'1126. JEHANGIR VAKIL MILLS CO .. LTD.; Outside Delhi Gate 
Ahmedabad; Agents: Rustomjee Mangaldas & Co .. Ltd.; Outside 
Delhi Gate. Ahmedabad; No. of Spindles: Ring 29910. Total 
29910; No. of Looms.. 785. 

127. KALYAN MILLS. LTD.; Naroda Road. Railway Pura Post. 
Ahmedabad 2; Agents.. K. M. Mehta & Sons Ltd.; Gomtipur 
Road. Ahmedabad 2: No. of Spindles: Ring 12060. Total 12060; 
No. of Looms.. 393. 
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128. KESHAV MILLS CO .. LTD. (The); Pellad. Via Anand. Baroda 
State; Agent" Chandulal Keshavlal & Co.; Mill Premises. 
Baroda; No. of Spindle" Ring 12780. Total 12780; No. of 
Loom" 256. 

129. KHANDESH SPIN. & WEAV. MILLS CO .. LTD.; Jalsaon 
East Khandesh; Agents: Moljee Jaitha & Co.; Ewart House. 
Tamarind Lane. Fort. Bombay; No. of Spindles: Ring 22061. 
Total 22664; No. of Loom" 459. 

130. KRISHNA KUMAR MILLS CO. (The); Mahuva (Kathi.war) 
Agents: S. S. Maganlal & Co.; Mahuva (Kathiaw.r); No. of 
Spindles: Ring 8496. Total 8496. 

131. LALBHAI TRICUMLAL MILLS. LTD. (Own dyeing plant); 
Rakhial Road. Ahmedabad; Agent" C. LaIbhai & Bros. Ltd.; 
Mill Premises. Ahmedabad; No. of Spindle" Ring 29568. Total 
29568; No. of Looms: 738. 

132. MAFATLAL FINE SPG. & MANUFG. CO .. LTD.; Railway 
Pura. Ahmedabad; Agents: Navinchandra Purshotamdas £; Co, 
Ltd.; Vejalpur Road. Navsari. B. B. & c. I. Ry.; No. of 
Spindles: Mule 2304 Doubling Ring 25620. Total 27924; No. of 
Looms: 896. 

133. MAHALAXMI MILLS. LTD. (The) Bhavnagar Kathiawar 
Agents: H. Jivandas & Sons. Ltd .. Mill Premises. Bhavnagar; 
No. of Spindles: Ring 12648. Total 12618; No. of Looms: 396. 

134. MAHAR ANA MILLS. LTD.; Porbandar Kathiawar; Agents, 
Seth Nanji Kalidas Mehta. Porbandar, Kathiawar; No. of 
Spindles: Ring J 2832. Total 12832: No. of Loom" 308. 

135. MANECKCHOCK & AHMEDABAD MANFG. CO., LTD.; 
Railway Pura Post, Nr. Idga Chowky. Ahmedabad: Agents: 
Hiralal Tricumlal; Railway Pura Post. near Idga Chowky. 
Ahmedabad; No. of Spindles: Ring 34582, Total 34582; No. of 
Looms: 832. 

136. MANEKLAL HARILAL SPIN. [, MANFG. CO .. LTD; Saras
pur Road. Ahmedabad; Agents: Harilal HariwaIIabhadas & Co. 
Saraspur Road. Railway Pura Post. Ahmedabad 2; No. 01 
Spindles: Ring 31072. Total 31072; No .of Loom" 750. 

137. MANOR MILLS, Nadiad. Ahmedabad; Prop. J. Kanialal Parekh; 
Nadiad. Ahmedabad; No. of Spindles: Ring 17000, Total 17000. 
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\ /138. MARSDEN SPG. & MANUFACTURING CO., LTD.; Gomti
pur. Ahmedabad; Agent" Marsden Bros. & Co., Ltd.; Railway 
Pura Post; Ahmedabad No. of Spindle>: Ring 1232 (Doubling) 
22240, Total 23472. No. of Looms: 482. 

139. MONOGRAM MILLS CO .. LTD .. Rakhial, Ahmedabad; Agents: 
Manilal Marsden & Co .. Ltd.; Railway Pura Post, Ahmedabad; 
No. of Spindles: Ring 21000, Total 21000; No. of Looms: 528. 

140. MOTILAL HIRABHAJ. SPINNING. WEAV. & MANUFG. 
CO .. LTD.; Opposite Premo Gate. Ahmedabad; Agents: Motilal 
Hirabhai & Sons; Railway Pura Post. Ahmedabad; No. of 
Spindles: Ring 30600. Total 30600; No. of Looms: 700. 

141. NAGRI MILLS, CO., LTD., /agnath Mahadev Road, Gomtipur. 
Ahmedabad; Agents: Papatlal Chimanlal & Co.; /agnath Mahadev 
Road, Gomtipur P. O. Box No. 36; No. of Sindless Ring 17728, 
Total 17728; No. of Loom" 498. 

li2. NATIONAL MILLS CO .. LTD.; Gomtipur Road Ahmedabad; 
Agents: Chimanlal & Govindlal & Co .. Ltd., Managing Agents: 
S. P. H. Magri; Gomtipur Rd., Railway Pura. Ahmedabad; No. 
of Spindle" Ring 19712, Total 19712; No. of Loom" 490. 

'143. NAV/IVAN MILLS, LTD. (The); Station Road Kalal, North 
Gujarat. Baroda State; Agents: Rustomjce Mangaldas & Co.; 
Mill Premises. Ahmedabad; No. of Spindles: Ring 16760, Total 
16760; No. of Loom" 419. 

( 

114. NEW BARODA MILLS CO .. LTD. (The); Nr. Goya Gate, 
Baroda; Agent" Zaverchand Lakhmichand Bros. & Co.; Mill 
Premises Baroda; No. of Sindles: Ring 23296, Total 23296; No. 

of Loom" 608. 

115. NEW CHHOTALAL MILLS LTD .. Kadi, North Gujarat. 

146. 

Ahmedabad. Agent" Chhotalal Hirachand & Sons. Mill Premises. 
Ahmedabad; No. of Spindles: Ring 17'188, Total 17488; No. 0/ 
Loom>: 37i. 

NEW COMMERCIAL MILLS CO .. LTD. (The); Naroda Rd. 
Ahmedabad; Agent" T. Bhogilal & Co.: Ltd.; Naroda Road. 
Ahmedabad 2; No. of Spindle" Ring 27760. Total 27760. Nc. 01 
Loom" 792. 

I 147. NEW JEHANGIR VAKIL MILLS CO., LTD.; Bhavnagar: 
Agents: Rustomjee Mangaldas & Co.; Bhavnagar; No. of 

Spindle" Ring 3072'1, T<;>tal 30724; No. of Looms: 718. 
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I ALUMINIUM I 
IN ALL FORMS 

CASTINGS and CONTAINERS 
of all descriptions. 

ALUMlNIUM 

"SEPARATORS" 
are BEST & ECONOMICAL. 

JEEWANLAl (1929) LTD. 
CALCUTTA - BOMBAY - RANGOON - MADRAS. 
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Basanti Cotton Mills 
LIMITED 

Unique and up-to-date 
Textile Concern 

in Bengal 
by Bengalees 

3, Lyons Range, 

CALCUTTA. 
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All Mills & Factories 
Save Time Save Money 

Set and Surface Fire Bricks with Sairset High Tempe
rature Fire Cement and cut Furnace 

l\Iaintenance cost. 

Sairset is the Original Diaspore Base Air-Setting, 
High Temperature Bonding Mortar. 

GUARDS 5 SIDES OF EYERY FIRE BRICKS 
DOES NOT GRUMBLE OR SHRI",K OUT 

OF THE JOINTS. 

SUPER-PLASTIC (Plastic Fire Brick) A Triple Powered 
Product. For nlaking one piece Furnace Lining. 

For use in flat Suspended Arch Construction. 
In Sprung Arches and General Repair 

and Patching \Vork. 

Manufactured in A. P. Green's (Mexico·Missouri ) 

Most advanced Fire Brick Plant in the world. 

Free samples and literature from 

Alexander & RaYIDond 
Sub-Agents: P. B. Shah & Co. 

26. Clive Street, Calcutta 

Telegnm.: FLATFILES Telephone: Cal. 4693 
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SCORING ALL ROUND THE WICKET 

Unqualified Victory . 
In Test 

This is what Prof. K. B. MADHAVA, M.A., F.R.A.S. 

A.LA. (LONDON), ACTUARY says on the last year's 

Result of the COnlpany 

"YOt:R EXPEXSE RATIO, CLAIM EXPERIENCE, 

INVEST~IEXT COXDITIONS, CLEA:-ILINESS OF 

THE BALANCE SHEET ETC., ALL ARE SATIS· 

FACTORY A:-ID TO t:SE A CRICKET TERMI· 

NOLOGY, I wm'LD SAY YOU HAVE BEEN 

SCORING ALL ROUND THE WICKET. I 

NATURALLY WISH THAT WHEN THE "BEST" 

CmlES OX, YOI' II'Ot:LD HAVE UNQt:ALIFIED 

VICTORY." 

STRONG DIRECTORATE. BEST SERVICE. 

An Ideal Compaay in Insure with and to 
Represent: 

Managing Agents: 
Karam Chand Thapar & Bros. Ltd., 

THE 

MAHABIR INSURANCE CO., LTD . 
.. MAHABIR BUILDINGS" 

5, Royal Exchange Place, 

CALCUTTA. 
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148. NEW MANECKCHOCK SPG. & WEG. CO .. LTD.; Out. 
Dariapur Gate. Ahmedabad 2; Agent, Lalbhai Tricumlal; Mill 
Premises. Ahmedabad 2; No. of Spindle" Ring 27800. Total 
27800; No. of Loom" 729. 

1-19. NEW NATIONAL MILLS. LTD. (The); Rakhial Road. 
Ahmedabad 2, Agent" P. H. Nagri & Co .. Ltd.; cia The National 
Mills Co .. Ltd .. Gomtipur Road. Ahmedabad 2; No. of Spindle" 
Ring 11520. Total 11520; No. of Loom" 324. 

ISO. NEW RAIPUR MILLS CO .. LTD. (The); Gomtipur Road. 
Railway Pura Post. Ahmedabad. Agent" B. Jivabhai & Co .. Ltd. 
Managing Agent, M. B. PateL Mill Premises, Railway Pura 
Post. Ahmedabad 2; No. of Spindle" Ring 98-40. Total 98-40; 
No. of Looms, 320. 

151. NEW SHORROCK SPINNING & MANFG. CO.. LTD.; 
Nadiad Dis!. Kaira; Agent" Mafatlal Chandulal & Co.; Asarwa 
Rd .. Railway Pura Post. Ahmedabad 2; No. of Spindle" Ring 
44556. Total -1-1556. No. of Loom" 862. 

152. NEW SWADESHI MILLS OF AHMEDABAD. LTD.; Naroda 
Road. Ahmedabad; Agents: S. Sheonarain S. Nemani; Naroda 
Road. Ahmedabad, No. of Spindle" Ring 265-1-1. Total 265H; 
No. of Loom" 697. 

153. NIRANJAN MILLS LTD.; Falsawadi Road. Surat; Agent" 
Pallonji & Co., Mill Premises; No. of Loom" 320. 

15-1. NUTAN MILLS. LTD. (The); Saraspur. Ou!. Nicoli Gate. 
Ahmedabad; Agents, I. B. Nanavati & Co. Lta., No. of Spindle" 
Ring 208-10. Total 208-40; No. of Looms, 528. 

155. OGHADBHAI RAMI I WEAVING FACTORY, Bhavnagar. 
Kathiawar, Owners: G. Julabhdass & Bros. Junavadv.a, Panwari 
Road. Kathiawar. No. of Spindle" Ring 600 (Dbg). Total 600. 
No. 01 Looms' 1-1. 

156. PATELL MILLS CO .. LTD.; Gomtipur Road. Railway Pura Post. 
Ahmedabad; Agents, D. Chunilal & Co., Gomtipur Road. Railway 
Pura Post. Ahmedabad; No. of Spindle" Mule 8-40. Doubling 
Ring 1382-1. Total 1-I6M, No. of Loom" 312. 

157. PETLAD BULAKHIDAS MILLS CO .. LTD. Opposite Railway 
Station. Petlad; Agent" M. Kashandas & Co.; Opp. Station 
Road. Petlad, No. of Spindles, Ring 18576. (1652 dblg .. ) Total 
20228. No. ot Looms. 
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158. PRATAP SPIN., WEAV. & MANFG. CO., LTD.; Amalner, 
East Khandesh; Agent" Messrs. Motilal, Manekchand & Co.; 
Amalner, East Khandesh; No. of Spindles: Mule 432, Ring 42488, 
Total 42920; No. of Looms: 1050. 

159. PURSHOTUM SPINNING & MANFG. CO., LTD.; Outside 
Raipur Gate, Ahmedabad; Agents: Mansukhbhai Bhagoobhai & 

Co. Out. Kalupur Gate; No. of Spindles: Ring 25600, Total 
25600; No. of Looms: 860. 

160. RAIPUR MANUFACTURING CO., LTD.; Outside Saraspur 
Gate, Ahmedabad; Agents: Lalbhai, Dalpatbhai & Co.; Mill 
Premises; No. of Spindles: Ring 36008, Total 36008, No. of 
Looms: 860. 

161. RAJA BAHADUR MOTILAL POONA MILLS, LTD.; 
Near Railway Station. Poona; Agents: Govindlal Mukundlal & 
Co. 58,64, Custom House Road, Fort, Bombay; No. of Spindles: 
Ring 14704, Total 14704; No. of Looms: 552. 

162. RAjKOT COTTON MILLS CO., LTD.; Pura Rajkot; Agents: 
Pranlal K. Trivedi & Co.; Pura Rajkot; No. of Looms: 145. 

163. RAjKOT STATE COTTON MILLS; Karansinhji Cross Road, 
Mill Pura, Rajkot; Mg. Agents: Talakshi Manekchand Doshi; 
Karansinghji Cross Road, Mill Pura Rajkot; No. of Spindles: 
Ring 10872, Total 10872; No. of Looms: 180. 

164. RAJ NAGAR SPIN. WEAV. & MFG. CO., LTD. No 1; 
Kalupur. Camp Road, Ahmedabad; Agent: Sheth Mangaldas 
Girdhardas Parekh; Kalupur Camp Road, P. O. Box 10, 
Ahmedabad; No. of Spindle" Ring 18264, Total 18264; No. of 
Looms: 646. 

165. RAj NAGAR SPINNING, WEAVING AND MANUFACTUR
ING CO .. LTD. No.2; Kalupur. Camp Road; Agent: Sheth 
Mangaldas Girdhardas Parekh; Kalupur Camp Road, P. O. Box 
40, Ahmedabad; No. of Spindles: Ring 29716, Total 29716, 
No. of Looms: 756. 

166. RAjRATNA NARAN BHAI MILLS CO .. LTD.; Petlad, via 
Anand, Baroda State; Agents: R. Keshavlal & Co.; Petlad via 
Anand. Baroda State; No. of Spindles: Ring 18560, Total 18560; 
No. of Looms: 252. 
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167. ROHIT MILLS. LTD.; Mithipur. Nr. Khokhra. Mehmedabad. 
Ahmedabad; Agents: L. Gordhandas. Ltd.; Railway Pura Post. 
Ahmedabad 2; No. of Spindles: Ring 21492. Total 21492. No. of 

Looms: 610. 

168. RUSTOM JEHANGIR VAKIL MILLS CO .. LTD.; (own dyeing 
plant.) Outside Delhi Gate. Dudheshwar Road. Ahmedabad; 
Agents: Rustomjee Manilal & Co.; Delhi Gate. Ahmedabad; No. 
of Spindles: Ring 17612 Total 17612; No. of Looms' 405. 

169. SANTOKBAI WEAVING FACTORY. Bhavnagar. Kathiawar. 
Owners: G. Gandalal Geendigara, Station Road. Bhavnagar. 
No. of Spindles: Ring 1250 (Doubling) Total 1250. No. of 
Looms: 28. 

170. SARANGPUR COTTON MANFG. CO .. LTD .. No. I (own 
dyeing plant); Outside Raipur Gate. Ahmedabad; Agents: 
Sakarlal Balabhai & Co.; Outside Raipur Gate. Ahmedabad; 
No. of SpindleS.' Ring 21728. Total 21728; No. of Looms: 570. 

171. SARANGPUR COTTON MANFG. CO .• LTD. No.2; Mr. 
Jagnath Mahadev. Ahmedabad; AgentS.' Sakarlal Balabhai & Co; 
Mill Premises. Ahmedabad 2; No. of Spindles: Ring 29828. Total 
29828; No. of LoomS.' 828. 

172. SARASPUR MILLS. LTD. (The); Saraspur Road. Ahmedabad; 
AgentS.' L. Dalpatbhai. Sons & Co.; Mill Premises. Ahmedabad; 
No. of Spindles: Ring 33000. Total 33000; No. of LoomS.' 856. 

173. SHORROCK SPINNING & MANUFACTURING CO .. LTD.; 
Asarva Rd .. Ahmedabad 2; AgentS.' MalatIal. Chandulal & Co.; 
Asarva Road. Ahmedabad. No.2; No. of SpindleS.' Ring 31360 
Total 31360; No. of Looms: 722. 

174. SHREE SAJJAN MILLS. LTD.; Rallam. C. I.; Agents: Gopaldas 
Liladhar & Co.; Motilal Mansions. Apollo St .. Fort. Bombay; 
No. of Spindles: Ring 17000. Total 17000; No. of Looms: 351. 

175. SHRI AMARSINHJI MILLS. LTD.; Vankaner. Kathiawar' 
AgentS.' Jayantilal AmratIal & Co .. Ltd.; Mill Premises; No. o{ 
Spindles, Ring 11928. Total 11928; No. of LoomS.' 320. 

176. SHRI BALAJI SPINNING & WEAVING MILLS; ExtenSions 
Sangli; Proprietor; R. Jaynarayan; Mill Premises; No. oi 
Spindles, Ring 3000. Total 3000; No. of LoomS.' 80. 
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177. SHR1 JAGDISH MILLS; Padra Road. Baroda; Propritors: Han
vallabhdas & Sons; P. O. Box No. 5'1. Padra Road. Baroda; 
No. of Spindles: Ring 15620. Total 15620; No. ot Looms: '121. 

178. SHRI LAXMI WEAVING & MANFG. CO .. LTD.; Gomtipur. 
Railwaypura Post. Ahmedabad; Agents: Munshaw & Co.; 
Gomtipur. Ahmedabad; No. of Looms: 256. 

179. SHRINAGAR WEAVING & MANUFACTURING CO .• LTD.; 
Nr. Kalupar Overbridge. Railway Pura Post. Ahmedabad 2; 
Agents: Govinddas Maneklal & Co.; Mill Premises. Ahmedabad 
2; No. ot Spindles: Ring 156'10. Total 156'10; No. ot Looms: 718. 

180. SHRI SHAHU CHHATRAPATI MILLS; Ko1bapur. Shahupuri; 
Agents: James t'inlay & Co .. Ltd .. Chartered Bank Buildings. 
Bombay; No. of Spindles: Ring 15988. Total 15988; No. of 
Looms: 319. 

181. SHRI SAYAJI JUBILEE COTTON & lUTE MILLS CO .. LTD.; 
Opposite Railway Station, Sidhpur; Agents: PrahIadji Sevakram 
& Co.; Opposite Railway Station. Sidhpur; No. ot Spindles: 
Ring 1'1112. Total Hil2; No. of Looms: 320. 

182. SHRI SAYAJI MILLS CO .. LTD.; Near Old Rly. Station. P. O. 
Box 37. Baroda; Agents: Samal Bechar & Co.; Baroda (Post 
Box 37); No. of Spindles: Ring 23756. Total 23756; No. ot 
Looms: 600. 

133. SHRI V1VEKANAND MILLS. LTD.; Gomtipur Rd .. Ahmeda
bad; Agenl>: Nanubhai Maneklal & Co.; Gomtipur Road. Rail
way Pura Post. Ahmedabad 2; No. of Spindles: Ring 176'10. 
Total 176'10; No. of Looms: '100. 

18'1. SIDHPUR MILLS CO .. LTD. (The); Sidhpur. North Gujara" 
Agents: iv!. Parbhudas & Co .. Sidhpur; No. of Spindles: Ring 
1926'1. Total 192M; No. of Looms. 

185. SINDH TEXTILE MILLS. LTD.; Country Club. (Behind New 
Jail. Karachi; Agents: Hiranand Chooharmal & Co., New Forbes 
Building. Bunder Road. Karachi; No. of Spindles: Ring 3500. 
(Runing) 2000 (under erection) Total 5500; No. of Looms. 

186. SILVER COTTON MILLS CO .. LTD. (The); Kankaria Road. 
Nr. lagnath Mahadev. Ahmedabad; Agents: Gopalbhai Balabhat 
& Co.; Kankaria Road. Ahmedabad 2; No. of Spindles: Ring 
20096. Total 20096; No. of Looms: 506. 
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187. SUGAN MILLS. ROHRI (Sind.); Dayaram. Dharamsala. Rohri; 
Sole Proprietors: Seth Sugnichand Dayaram Jotwani; Rohri 
(Sind.) N. W. Ry.; No. of Loom" 40. 

188. SURAT COTTON SPINNING & WEAVING MILLS. LTD.; 
Nawab Wadi, Surat; Agents: Mafatlal Gagalbhai; 29. Church
gate St .. Fort, Bombay; No. of Spindles: Ring 1866'1, Total 
186M; No. of Looms: 392. 

189. SWADESHI WEAVING FACTORY; Bhavnagar (Kathiawar); 
Agents: Gopaliji Odhhavji Thakker; Panvadi Road. Bhavnagar; 
No. of Spindles: Ring 1200 (Doubling), Total 1200; No. of 
Looms: 25. 

190. THE ASOKA MILLS, LTD.; Naroda Rd., Ahmedabad; Agenls: 
Lalbhai Dalpatbhai & Co.; Railway Pura Po,t Ahmedabad; 
No. of Spindles: Ring 34512, Total 34512; No. of Looms: 972, 

191. VASANTA SPINNING & WEAVING MILLS, LTD.; White 
Road, Broach, Lessees,' Shakrabhai Sankalchand & Co., Ried 
Road, Railway Pura Post, Ahmedabad; No. of Spindles: Ring 
16960, Total 16960; No. of Looms: 436. 

192. VIJAYA MILLS CO., LTD.; Naroda Rd., Ahmedabad; Agenls: 
H. Achratlal & Co.; Cia The Maneklal Harilal Mills Co., Ltd., 
Ahmedabad; No. of Spindles: Ring 22132, Total 22132; No. of 
Looms: 658. 

193. VIKRAM MILLS. LTD. (The); Post Railway Pura, Ahmedabad 
2; Agents: R. LaIIubhai Ltd.; Railway Pura Post, Ahmedabad 2; 
No. of Spindles: Ring 26808, Total 26808; No. of Loom" 1052. 

194. WADHWAN CAMP MILLS. LTD.; Wadhwan Camp (Kathia
war); Agents: L. M. Mehta & Co.; Albert Building, Hornby 
Road, Fort, Bombay; No. of Spindles: Ring 15724. Total 15724; 
No. of Looms: 268. 

BENGAL 

195. ACHARYA PROFULLA CHANDRA COTTON MILLS, 
LTD.; Khulna (Bengal); Agents: Bengal Workers Association. 
Ltd.; Khulna. Bengal; No. of Looms: 50. 

196. BANGA SRI COTTON MILLS. LTD.; Sodepore. E. B. Ry.; 
Owners. Agents C7'c.: Shaha Choudhuri & Co .• Ltd.; 137. Can
ning Street, Calcutta; No. of Spindles: Ring 4880. Total '1880; 
No. of Looms: 120. 
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197. BANGESWARI COTTON MILLS. LTD.; Serampore P.O .. 
District Hooghly. Bengal; Managing Director: Dr. N. Law; 
63. Radha Bazar St .. Calcutta; No. of Spindles: 5OO(); No. 01 
Looms: 220. 

198. BANGODAYA COTTON MILLS. LTD.; Panihati (24 Parga
nasi Rly. Station. Sodepore (E. B. Rly.); Managing Agents: 
Jhumermull VadUal & Co .. 16117. Noormull Lohra Lane. Calcutta; 
No. of Looms: 256. 

199. BASANTI COTTON MILLS. LTD.; Panihati. 24 Parganas. 
Bengal; Agents: Calcutta Agency. Ltd.; 3. Lyons Range. Calcutta; 
No. of Spindles: Ring 8000. Total 8000; No. of Looms: 200. 

200. BENGAL BELTING WORKS. LTD.; Bose Para Lane. Mahesh. 
P. O. Serampore. Dist. Hooghly; Agents: Ii. Clive Street. 
Calcutta; No. of Looms: 35. 

201. BENGAL LUXMI COTTON MILLS. LTD.; Serampore. Bengal; 
Agents: Bengal Textile Agency. Ltd.; 28 Pollock Street. Calcutta; 
No. of Spindles: Ring 35388. Total 35388; No. of Looms: 732. 

202. BHARAT ABHYUDAY COTTON MILLS. LTD.-No. I & 2; 
Ghusery Rd .. Howrah. Bengal; Agents: S. P. K. Prasad; 
31. Burtolla Street. Calcutta; No. of Spindles: Mule 15156. Ring 
32016. Total 17172; No. of Looms: 107. 

203. BOWREAH COTTON MILLS CO .. LTD.; Bowreah. P. O. 
Bauria. B. N. Ry .. Dist. Howrah; Agents: Kettlewell. Bullen &. 
Co .. Ltd.; 21. Strand Road Calcutta; No. of Spindles: Ring 
38221. Total 38221; No. of Looms: 835. 

201. CHITTAGONG DESHAPRIYA JATINDRA MOHAN 
COTTON MILLS. LTD.; Pahartali. P. O. Pathantooli. Chitta
gong; P. K. Saha (Managing Director) Office Address; Ander
killa (Luxmi Bhahan) Chittagong; No. of Spindles: Ring 10000. 
Total 10000; No. of Looms: 200. 

205. CHITTARANJAN COTTON MILLS. LTD.; Godenail. 
Narayanganj; Managing Agents: Keshavlal Industrial Syndicate. 
Ltd.; 11115. Patuatuly Street. Dacca; No. of Spindles: Ring 3600. 
Total 3600. 

206. DHAKESWARI COTTON MILLS. LTD.; Dhamgarh. Narayan
gaoj. Dacca; Managing Directors: A. B. Guha, S. K. Basu. R. M. 

Basak. 6. Ananda Chandra Roy Street. Dacca; No. of Spindles' 
Mule 29371. Total 29371; No. of Looms: 731. 
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207. DUNBAR MILLS. LTD.; Shamnagar. P. O. Garulia. Dist. 
2~. Parganas; Agent" Kettlewell Bullen [; Co .. Ltd.; 21 Strand 
Road. Calcutta; No. of Spindles: Ring 11O~0. Total ~1010: 
No. of Looms: 518. 

208. HOOGHL Y COTTON MILLS CO.: Serampore. E.I.R.: Mang. 
Proprietor: A. K. Sen. A.R.T.C. (SaL); Rishra E.l.R. Dist .. 
Hooghly, Bengal; under construction. 

209. KESORAM COTTON MILLS. LTD.; ~2 Garden Reach Road. 
Calcutta; Agents: Birla Brothers, Ltd.; 8, Royal Exchange Place, 
Calcutta; No. of Spindles: Mule IHO. Ring ~6848. Total ~8288: 
No. of Looms: 1737. 

210. LUXMI NARAYAN COTTON MILLS. LTD.: Godenyle. 
Narayanganj, Dacca; Agents: Dacca National Agency. Ltd.: 
Dacca. Bengal; No. of Looms: 222. 

211. MAHALAXMI COTTON MILLS. LTD.; Palta District. P. O. 
Ichapur-Nawabganj. 21, Perganas, Bengal; Managing Agents: 
H. Datta & Sons; II. Clive Street. Calcutta; No. of Spindles: 
Ring 3676. Total 3676; No. of Looms: 150. 

212. MOHINI MILLS. LTD.; Kushtia Bazar (Nadia); Mang. Agents: 
Chakravarti Sons & Co.; P. O. Kushtia Bazar (Nadia); No. of 
Spindles: Ring 19288. Total 19288; No. of Looms: 556. 

213. NEW RING MILLS CO .. LTD.; Fuleswar. P. O. Ulubaria. 
Dist. Howrah; Agents: Kettlewell. Bullen & Co .. Ltd.; 21. Strand 
Road. Calcutta; No. of Spindles: Ring 2390~. Total 2390~. 

21~. RAMPOORIA COTTON MILLS & CO.; Mahesh. Serampore; 
Proprietor: Hazareemull Heeralall; 148, Cotton Street. Calcutta; 
No. of Looms: 780. 

215. SHREE RADHA KRISHNA COTTON MILLS. LTD.-No. I; 
122. Old Ghusery Road. Ghusery. Howrah; Managing Agents: 
Sadhuram Tularam Head Office; 29. Banstolla Street. Calcutta: 
No. of Spindles: Ring 23232. Total 23232. 

216. SHREE RADHA KRISHNA COTTON MILLS. LTD.-No.2; 
175, Girish Ghosh Lane. Belur. Howrah; Managing Agents: 
Sadhuram Tularam; 122. Old Ghusery Road. Ghusery. Howrah; 
No. of Spindles: Ring 18732. Total 18732; No. of Looms: 567. 

217. SREE NATH MILLS; 10. Chitpur Bridge Approach. Bagbazar. 
Calcutta; Agents: S. K. Das; 10. Sr .. Nath Das Lane. Bowbazar. 
Calcutta; No. of Looms: 16. 
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218. SRI DURGA COTTON SPINNING & WEAVING MILLS, 
LTD.; Konnagor, E. I. Ry.; Agentse Barendra Krishna Silpa 
Samity, Ltd.; 167, Old China Bazar Street, Calcutta; No. o[ 
Loom" 250. 

219. VICTORIA COTTON MILLS LTD.; 22, Karunapukur Lane, 
Ghusery. Salkea. Howrah, Bengal; Managing Agents: Shaw 
Wallace & Co.; 1, Bankshall Street, Calcutta; No. o[ Spindles: 
Ring 12301, Total 12301. 

BIHAR 

220. BIHAR COTTON MILLS, LTD; Phulwari Sharif (Patna), 
Bihar; Agents: Kashinath & Co, Ltd.; P. O. Phulwari Sharif 
(Patna) Bihar; No. o[ Spindles: Total 7500; No. of Looms: 200. 

221. GAYA COTTON & JUTE MILLS, LTD.; Gaya; No. of 
Spindles: Ring 18352, Total 18352; No. ot Looms: 300; Agents: 
Mr. Gur Suran Lal, P.O. Guraru . 

...-;. -_r---" 
CENTRAL INDIA 

222. BINOD MILLS CO, LTD. (The); Ujjain (Gwalior State); 
Agents: Seth Binodiram Balchand; Ujjain; No. at Spindles: Ring 
31892. Total 31892; No. of Looms: 861. 

223. DEEPCHAND MILLS (The), owners: The Binod Mills Co .. 
Ltd.; Ujjain (Gwalior State); Agents: Seth Binodiram Balchand; 
Ujjain; No. of Spindles: Ring 16776, Total 16776; No. of Looms: 
439. 

221. HIRA MILLS, LTD. (The); Ujjain (Gwalior State); Agents: 
Sir Sarupchandji Hukumchand; Mill Premises, Ujjain; No. of 
Spindles: Ring 25961, Total 25961; No. of Looms: 861. 

225. HUKUMCHAND MILLS. LTD.: Indore, Central India; Agents: 
Sarupchand Hukumchand & Co.; Indore. C. I.: No. of Spindle" 
Mule 168. Ring 10320, Total -40788: No. of Looms: 1185. 

226. INDORE MALWA UNITED MILLS. LTD.; Indore City, c.i.; 
Agents: Govindram Seksaria; R. B. Motilars Mansion, 2nd Floor, 
Bruce Street, Fort, Bombay; No. of Spindles: Mule 2182, Ring 
-48980. Total 51162; No. of Looms: 1126. 

227. JIYAJEERAO COTTON MILLS, LTD; Gwallor State, C. I.; 

Managing Agents: Birla Bros., Ltd.; 8, Royal Exchange Place. 
Calcutta; No. of Spindles: Ring 35912, TQtal 35912; No. of 
Looms: 1108. 
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THE 

Scindia Steam Navigation Co., Ltd. 
Head Office: BOMBAY. 

Agents .-

Mesllrs. Narottam Morarjee & Co., 
Sudama House,-Wittet Doad,--Ballard Estate, 

BOMBAY. 

Fleet. 
S. S. JALAVIH,l.R 

" JALAPVTRA 
" JALAI'EERA 
.. JALAPALAKA 
" JALAVIJAYA 
" JAl.AJYOTI 
" JALARASHMI 
.. JALADVTA 
,. ,JAI.ATARANG 
" JALABALA 
" JALAMOHAN 
" JALARAJAN 
" JALARATNA 
" JALAPADMA 

" 
" 

JALADURGA 
EL MADlNA 

" JALAGA:-IGA 
,. JALAYA~IUNA 

D. W. T. 
B5:lO 
8!40 
0050 
74(0 
71(0 

7140 
';'lt20 

0050 
42Sj 
;lU40 
~28U 

8200 
65~8 

6500 
:{9;}."') (Grol;s Tonnage) 
400) (Gross) 
~4G 
t();)O 

" JALAMANI 6540 
" JALAKRISHNA OOJO 

The Leading Indian-owned and Indian-managed Steamship 
Company running up-to-date Ocean-going steamers on th~ 

Coasts of INDIA, BURMA and CEYLON. Also regular 
Passenger Service between COROllANDEL COAST PORT~ 

l5264 
Tele: C.1. {5265 

100, Clive 

and RANGOON 

CALCUTT A OFFICE,' 

Telep'ams , JALANA TH" Po .. Box 2248 

Street, CALCUTTA. 
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Let Whitehead's "Super Brown" Picking Bands 

reduce Loom stoppages and increases your output. 

USE OUR 4B TWIK PICKERS (Steepless) 

LACES, BUFFERS, BEL TINGS AND BE SATISFIED. 

Testing Samp/es-Free of Charge-Can be had from: 

Thomas Whitehead & Son (Tanners) Ltd. 
(INCORPORATED IN ENGLAND) 

Calcutta Branch: 

Clo Keymer, Bagshawe & Co., Ltd. 

4, Lyon. Range 
'Phone: Cal. 531 

Head Office: Bombay Agent: 

Upper Green Tannery 
Ingrow. Keighley 

ENGLAND. 

Ormerod. (India) Ltd. 

Post Box, 410 

'Phone: Kei,hley 2997 'Phone : 27077 
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228. KALYANMAL MILLS. LTD. (The); Indore. C. I.; Agents: 
Tillockchand Kalyanmal & Co.; Mill Premises, Indore; No. of 
Spindles: Ring 36112, Total 36112; No. of Looms: 11 10. 

229. MOTILAL AGARWAL MILLS; Morar Road Gwalior, G. I. P. 
Ry.; Proprietors: Mithanlal Agency & Sons (Partners) Mill 
Premises; No. of Spindles: Ring 15210; No. of Looms: 25 (not 
working). 

230. NANDLAL BHANDARI MILLS. LTD.; Indore. T. I.; Agents: 
N. Bhandari & Sons; MUi Premises Indore; No. of Spindles: 
Mule 580, Ring 27721, Total 2330-1; No. of Looms: 717. 

231. NAZERALLY MILLS (The); Ujjain, Gwalior State (c. I.); 
Man. Proprietor: K. S. S. Luqrnanbhai; Nijatpura, Ujjain; No. of 
Spindles: Ring 20000, Total 20000; No. of Looms: 400. 

232. RAJKUMAR MILLS. LTD. (The) Indore. C.I.; Agents: Sir 
S. Hukumchand & Co.; Indore; No. of Spindles: Ring 19728. 
Total 19728; No. of Looms: 584. 

233. STATE MILLS. INDORE (Lessees-Pannalal Nandlal Bhandari 
& Co., Ltd.); Indore City. C.I.; Agents: N. Bhandari & Sons; 
State Mills Indore; No. of Spindles: Ring 17540, Total 17540; 
No. of Looms: 512. 

234. SWADESHI C01'TON & FLOUR MILLS LTD., Indore. C. I.; 
Managing Agents: T. Narayan & Co., Sibnath Camp, Indore; 
No. of Spindles: 13840. No. of Looms: 324. 

CENTRAL PROVINCES 

235. BENGAL NAGPUR COTTON MILLS. LTD.; Rajnandgaon, 
C. P.; Agents: Shaw. Wallace & Co.; i. Bankshall Street, 
Calcutta; No. of Spindles: Ring 31176; Total 31476; No. of 
Looms: 621. 

236. BURHAMPUR TAPTI MILL, LTD.; Burhampur R. S. (Nimar 
Dist.); Agents: C. Dinshaw & Bros.; 121 Medows St .. Fort. 
Bombay; No. of Spindles: Mule 116. Ring 30104, Total 30520, 
No. of Looms: 198. 

237. CENTRAL INDIA SFIN. WEAV. & MFG. CO., LTD.; The 
Empress Mills. Nagpur. Cent. Provinces; Agents: Tata Sons. 
Ltd. Bombay House. 24. Bruce St .. Fort. Bombay; .No. of 
Spindles: Ring 115136, Total 115136; No. of Looms: 2166. 
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238 .. MabEL MILLS NAGPUR. LTD. (The); Umrer Road. Nagpur 
City. c.P .. Agent" Bansilal Abirchand Dadabhoy & Co.; Kent 
House. Sir Phiroze Shah Mehta Road. Fort. Bombay; No. of 
Spindles: Ring 52408. Tota! 52408; No. of Looms: 952. 

239. PULGAON COT. SPIN .. WEAV. & MFG. CO .. LTD.; Pulgaon 
C. P .. Dist. Wardha; Agenls: A. V. Datar; Pulgaon. C. P.; No. 
of Spindles: Ring 19580. Total 19580; No. of Looms: 227. 

240. RAI BAHADUR BANSILAL ABIRCHAND SPINNING AND 
WEAVING MILLS. Hinganghat (C. P.); Owners: Sir Bisesar· 
class Daga, KT .. K.C.I.E .• & Bros.; "Sir Kasturchand Building," 
Civil Lines. Nagpur. C. P.; No. of Spindles: Ring 31600. Total 
31600; No. of Looms: 394. 

241. RAI SAHEB REKHCHAND GOPALDAS MOHOTA SPIN. 
NING AND WEAVING MILLS; Akola (Berar); Proprietor: 
Seth Gopaldas Mohota; Representalive: S. M. Singh Akola. 
(Berar); No. of Spindles: Mule 1068. Ring 21i08. Total 22476. 
No. of Looms: 459. 

2-42. R1>..1 SAHEB REKCHAND MOHOTA SPINNING AND 
WEAVING MILL; Hinganghat (C. P.); Proprietor: Seth 
Mathuradas Mohota; Hinganghat; No. of Spindles: Mule 442. 
Ring 21672. Total 22111; No. of Loom" 413. 

2-H. RAJA GOKULDAS MILLS LTD.; Roni Tal. Jubbulpote. C. P.; 
Agents: Mangaldas Mehta & Co .. Mubarak Manzi!. Apollo St .. 
Fort. Bombay; No. of Spindles: Ring 20568. Total 20568. No. of 
Looms: 463. 

244. SAVATRAM RAMPRASAD MILLS CO .. LTD. (The); 
Tajnapeth. Akola (Berar); Agent: S. S. Ramprasad; Tajnapeth. 
Akola (Berar); No. of Spindle" Ring 12360. Total 12360; No. of 
Looms: 288. 

245. VIDARBHA MILLS (BERAR) LTD. (The); Ellichpur Dist.. 

2i6. 

Amraoti; Agents: Deshmukh & Co.. Mill Premises; No. of 
Spindles: Ring 10684. Total 10684; No. of Loom" 273. 

CEYLON 

WELL!\. WATTA SPINNING & WEAVING MILLS. Have· 
lock Road. Colombo~ Owners: The Provident Investment Co .. 
Ltd .. 54. Esplanade Road. Fort. Bombay; No. of Spindles: Mule 
i68. Ring 19276. Total 19844. No. of Looms: 572. 
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DECCAN 

247. AURUNGABAD MILLS. LTD. (The); Aurungabad (H. E. H. 
The Nizam's Oom.); Doraswami Iyer & Co.; 52 Victoria Build
ings. Parsi Bazar St .. Fort. Bombay; No. of Spindles: Mule 2640 
Ring 15676. Total 18316; No. of Looms: 270. 

248. AZAN jAHI MILLS. LTD.; WARANGAL (H. E. H. The 
Nizam's Dam.); Agents: Industrial Trust Fund (H. R. H. The 
Nizam's Govt.); 1920 Khairatabad Road. Hyderabad-Deccan. 
Bombay; No. of Spindles: Ring 19944. Total 19944; No. of 
Looms, 416. 

249. BARSI SPINNING AND WEAVING MILLS. LTD.; Barsi 
Town (Sholapur Dist.); Agents: Desai. Sons & Co.. 15-16 
Nanj« Buildings. 17 Elphinstone Circle. Fort. Bombay; No. of 
Spindles: 10900. Total 10900; No. of Looms: 280. 

250. BERAR MANUFACTURING CO .. LTD.; Badnera (Sholapur 
Dist.); Agents: Sir Kasturchand Dadabhoy & Co.; Kent House. 
Sir Phiroze Shah Mehta Road. Fort. Bombay; No. of Spindles: 
Ring 21736. Total 21736; No. of Looms: 368. 

251. BHARAT SPINNING AND WEAVING CO .. LTD. No.1.; 
Hubli (Dharwar Dist.); Managing Agents: Purshottam Govind
jee & Co.; 9119 Bank St .. Fort. No. I. Bombay; No. of Spindle" 
Mule 2558. Ring 28336; 684 Dblg. 270 Chapon. Total 31848; 
No. of Looms: 600. 

252. CHALISGAON SHRI LAXMI NARAYAN MILLS CO .. LTD .. 
Chalisgaon; Ag~nts: Narayan Bankat, Chalisgaon (East 
Khandesh); No. of Spindle" Ring 21700. Total 21700; No. of 
Looms: 604. 

253. DEWAN BAHADUR RAMGOPAL MILLS. LTD. (The); 
Elchiguda. Hyderabad; Agents: Lachminarayan. Ramgopal & 
Son. Ltd.; Elchiguda. Hyderabad; No. of Spindles, Ring 16376. 
Total 16376; No. of Looms: 303. 

254. HYDERABAD (DECCAN) SPIN. & WEAV. CO .. LTD.; 
Hyderabad, Deccan; Agents: R. Bhoomiah & V. Kristniah; 
Secunderabad. Deccan; No. of Spindl~s: Ring 16680. Total 
16680; No. of Looms: 247. 

255. jAMSHRI RANJITSINGHjI SPINNING & WEAVING MILLS 
CO .. LTD.; Sholapur; Agents, Lalji Naranji & Co.; Ewart House. 
Tamarind Lane. Fort. Bombay; No. of Spindles: Mule 868. Ring 
19952, Total 20820; No. of Looms: 51!. 
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256. JAYA SHANKAR MILLS BARS!. LTD.: Barsi Town: Agents: 
Zadbuke & Co.: Mill Premises, Barsi Town, Bombay: No. of 
Spindles: Ring 10556, Total 10556. 

257. LAKSHMI COTTON MILL MANUFACTURING CO., LTD.: 
Sholapur; Agents: The Bombay Co., Ltd. 9, Wallace Street, 
Bombay: No. of Spindles: Ring 45792, Total 45792: No. of 
Looms: 1158. 

258. LOKAMANYA MILLS, BARSI, LTD. (The): Barsi Town (Dist. 
Sholapur): Agents: D. V. Sulakhe, B.A., for Sulakhe & Co., Mill 
Premises, Barsi; No. of Spindles: Ring 8896, Total 8896. 

259. MAHABOOB SHAHI GULBURGA MILLS CO., LTD.; 
Gulburga (Deccan); Agents: D. S. Lahoti; 1727, Gunj Bazar, 
Secunderabad, Deccan; No. of Spindles: Ring 29156, Total 29156; 
No. of Looms: 428. 

260. NARAYANDAS CHUNILAL SPINNING AND WEAVING 
MILLS; Gadag City, Dharwar, Dist., MUl Premises; No. of 
Spindles: Mule 1440, Ring 17600, Total 19040; No. 01 Looms: 
250. 

261. NARSINGGIRJI MANUFACTURING CO., LTD.; Sholapur; 
Agents: Raja Bahadur Narsinggirji Gyangirji; Station Road, 
Sholapur; No. of Spindles: Ring 58368, Total 58368: No. of 
Looms: 1034. 

262. OSMANSHAI MILLS, LTD.; Nanded, Deccan, N. S. Ry.; 
Agents: The Industrial Trust Fund (H. E. H. The Nizam's 
Govt.); 1920 Khairatabad Rd., Hyderabad; No. of Spindles: 
Ring 24708, Total 24708; No. of Looms: 469. 

263. SHOLAPUR SPINNING AND WEAVING CO., LTD.; Station 
Road, Sholapur; Agents: Morarka & Co., Standard BuUdings, 
Hornby Road, Fort, Bombay; No. of Spindles: Mule 10772, 
Ring 100588, Total 111360; No. of Looms: 2234. 

2M. SHREE MADAV SPG. & WEAVING MILLS, LTD.: 
Mandsaur, C. I.; Agents: L. Basdeo & Co.; Mandsaur, C. I. 

265. SHRI BALAJI SPINNING & WEAVING MILLS, Sangli 
(S. M. C.) Proprietor: R. Jainarayan, MUl Premises, No. of 
Spindles: Ring 3000, Total 3000; No. of Looms: 101. 

266. SHRI GAJANAN WEAVING MILLS; Sudampuri, Sangli 
(S.M.C.); Managing Proprietor: V. R. Velankar; Mill Premises: 
No. of Looms: Hi. 
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267. VISHNU COTTON MILLS. LTD.; Sholapur; Agents: The 
Bombay Co., Ltd.; 9, Wallace Street, Fort, Bombay; No. of 
Spindles: Ring '19392, Total 49392; No. of Looms: li58. 

MADRASS PRESIDENCY 

268. ANDHRA COTTON MILLS (The); Kistna Canal Stn, 
(Taddepalli) Guntur Dis!.; Agents: R. Laxminivas & Co.; 139, 

Oxford Street, Padma Vilas, Secunderabad; No. of Looms: 290. 

269. BUCKINGHAM & CARNATIC CO., LTD. (BUCKINGHAM 
MILL) (The); Perambore Barracks. Madras, Managing Agents: 
Binny & Co. (Madras), Ld.; 7, Armenian Street, Madras; No. of 
Spindles: Ring 46216, Total 46216; No. of Looms: liOO. 

270. BUCKINGHAM & CARNATIC CO., LTD. (CARNATIC 
(MILL) (The); Perambore Barracks, Madras, Agents: Binny & 

Co. (Madras). Ltd.; 7, Armenian Street, Madras; No. of 
Spindles: Ring 53976, Total 53976; No. of Looms: 1315. 

271. CAMBODIA MILLS, LTD. (The); Ondiputhur, Nr. Singanallur 
Ry_ Stn., Coimbatore Dist.; Agents: Peirce. Leslie [-I Co., Ltd,. 
Coimbatore; No. of Spindles: Ring 25600, Total 25600. 

272. COCHIN TEXTILES LTD. (The), Amballur Village, Pudukad 
Ry. Stn.; Agents: Ramal & Co., Ltd.; Indian Bank Buildings, 
P. Box No. 173, Madras; No. of Spindles: Ring 10864, Total 
10864. 

273. COIMBATORE COTTON MILLS, LTD" (The); Singanallur, 
Coimbatore Dist.: Agents: R. B. Naidu & Co.; Singanallur, 
Coimbatore Dist.; No. of Spindles: Ring 12000, Total 12000. 

274. COIMBATORE KAMALA MILLS, LTD; Uppilipalayam, 
Singanallur, Coimbatore Dist.; Agf'r1ts: R. V. Lakshmaiah Naidll 
& Co., Uppilipalayam, SinganaUur Post, Coimbatore Dist., No. of 
Spindles: Total 6000. 

275. COIMBATORE MURUGAN MILLS LTD, (The). Mettupa
layan Road, Coimbatore; Agents: T. A. R. Chettiyar Sons & Co., 
Coimbatore; No. of Spindles: Ring 11'180, Total 11480. 

276, COIMBATORE PIONEER MILLS LTD. (The), Pedamedu, 
Coimbatore; Agents: T. R. N. Naidu & Co. Pedamedu, Coimba
tore, No. of Spindles: Total 12320. 

277. COIMBATORE SPINNING [, WEAVING CO., LTD.; Mill 
Road. Coimbatore; Agents: The Coimbatore Mills Agency. Ltd., 
Palmgrove Road, Coimbatore; No. of Spindles: Ring 45808, 
Total '15808; No. of Looms: 202, 
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278. COMMONWEALTH WEAVING FACTORY: Cannanore, 
Malabar, South India; General Manager in India. F. Ferrelly~ 

Agent" The Commonwealth Trust, Ltd. Calicut, Malabar, South 
India; No. of Looms: 298. 

279. DHANALAKSHMI MILLS, LTD.: Uttukuli Road, Tirupur; 
Agents: M. Nanjappa Chettiar & Sons; Uttukuli Tirupur: No. of 
Spindles: Ring 217-18. Total 217'18; No. of Looms: 126. 

280. GHATALAH ELECTRIC WEAVING FACTORY: Bangalor. 
City; Proprietor: Dr. M. H. P. Ghatalah: Bangalore City: No. of 
Looms: 12. 

281. GNANAMBIKAI MILLS LTD. (The), Vellakkinar, Tudiyalur 
S. I. Ry. Agents: V. C. V. Gounder & Bros. Mill Premises, 
Vellakkinar. P. O. Coimbatore. No. of Spindles: Ring 11200. 
Total 11200: No. of Looms: Nil. 

282. JANARDANA MILLS. LTD.: Uppilipalayam, Singanallur Post, 
Dist. Coimbatore; Agents: G. V. Naidu & Co.: Mill Premises: 
No. of Spindles: Ring 12000, Total 12000. 

283. KALESWARAR MILLS. LTD.; Anupperpalayam Coimbatore: 
Agents: P. S. Sathappa Chettiar: Coimbatore: No. of Spindles: 
Ring 37088: No. of Looms: 294. 

284. LAKSHMI MILLS CO., LTD.; Pappanaickenpalayam, Coimba
tore Dist.; Agents: G. Kuppuswany Naidu & Co.; Mill Premises. 
Avanashi Road: Coimbatore; No. of Spindles: Ring 25-140. Total 
25-140. 

285. LOTUS MILLS LTD. Podanur. Coimbatore Oist.: Agents: Lotus 
Agency Ltd., Podanur: No. of Spindles'- Ring 5792, (Throstle) 
6720, (under erection): Total 12512. 

286. ROYAL MILLS, LTD.; Kovilpatti, Tinnevelly Dist .. South India: 
Agents: E. D. Sassoon & Co.. Ltd.; Dougall Road. Ballard 
Estate, Fort. Bombay: No. of Spindles: Ring 21242, Total 2-1242: 
No. of Looms: 224. 

287. MADURA MILLS CO., LTD. Ambasamudram: No. of Spindles: 
Ring 111356. Total 111356. 

288. MADURA MILLS CO .. LTD.. Madura: No. of Spindles: Mule 
1152. Ring 266988, Total 268110. 

289. MADURA MILLS CO., LTD .. Tuticorin: No. of Spindles: Ring 
6668-1. Total 66681. 

290. MADRAS UNITED SPIN. & WEAV. MILLS CO .. LTD.; 
No.2 D. M.llows Road, Choolai, Madras, P.O. Box 527, Park 
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Town: Agents: Karsandas. Mooljee. Jaitha: Ewart House. 3. 
Tamarind Lane. Fort. Bombay; No. of Spindles: Ring 40161, 
Total 40161: No. at Looms: 771, 

291. MAHALAKSHMI TEXTILE MILLS, LTD.: Pasumalai P. O. 
Madura: Agents: S, S, N. L. Chettiar & Co.: Pasumalai P. 0 .. 
Madura: No. of Spindles: Ring 8610, Total 8640. 

292. MALABAR SPINNING AND WEAVING CO .. LTD.: Kallai, 
Malabar Dist.; Secretaries, Treasures and Agents: A. L. A. R. V. 
& P. S. S. Chettiar and A. K. T. K. M. N. Namboodripad: Kallai, 
Malabar: No. at Spindles: Ring 19856, Total 19856. 

293. METTUR INDUSTRIES LTD.. Mettur Dam, Salem Dist., 
Agents: W. A. Beardsell & Co .. Ltd., 2nd Line Beach. Madras, 
No. ot Spindles: Total 10000, No. of Looms: 300. 

291. PADMA MILLS LTD. (The) Coimbatore: Agents: S. V. 
Krishna Iyer. 

295. P ALANI ANDA V AR MILLS, LTD.: Udamalpet: Agents: 
Baghyalakshmi & Co.: Coimbatore: No. of Spindles: Ring 21160, 
Total 21\60. 

296. PANKAIA MILLS L TO.; PuUakulam, Colmbatore, South India; 
Agents: C. S. R. Mudaliar & Sons: MUl Premises, Coimbatore: 
No. of Spindles: Ring 21200, Total 21200, 

291. ~ADHAKRISHNA MILLS, LTD,; Peelamedu, Colmbatore, 
Dist., Managing Agents & Bankers: A. G. Gurusamy Naidu & 
Co.: Peelamedu, Coimbatore: No. at Spindles: Ring 3590i, Total 
35901. 

298. RAJALAKSHMI MILLS, LTD.: UppilipaIayam, Singanallur Post, 
Coimbatore Dis!.: Agents: B. Rangaswamy Naidu & Co.: Mill 
Premises, Coimbatore; No. of Spindles: Ring 25120 (including 
1172 Dblg. spindles), Total 25120. 

299, RAJAPALAYAN MILLS, LTD. Rajapalayan; Managing Agent 
P. A. C. Ramasamy Raja; Ramamandiram. Tenkashi Road, 
Rajapalayam; No. of Spindles: Ring 12000. Total 12000. 

300. SALEM RAJENDRA MILLS: LTD.; Gandhinagar, Salem, S. 
India; Agents: Visvanatham & Co., Ltd.: Gandhingar, Salem; 
No. of Spindles: Ring 12000, Total 12000. 

301. SARO)A MILLS, LTD.; Singanallur, Coimbatore Dist.; Managing 
Director: E. B. Naidu, B.A.a.L., Mill Premises; Singanallur Post; 
No, of Spindles: Ring 11760, Total 11760. 
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302. SITARAM SPINNING [, WEAVING MILLS, LTD.; Pushpa
giri, Trichu[, Cochin State:; Agents: T. R. Anantharama lyer & 
Co., Ltd.; Pushpagiri, Trichur, Cocllin State; No. of Spindles' 
Ring 13860, Total 13860; No. of Loom" 362. 

303. SOMASUNDARAM MILLS; Mill Road, Coimbatore; Agent" 
M. R. Ry. P. S. Sathappa Chelliyar Avl. Mill Road, Coimbatore; 
No. of Spindles, 6000; No. of Loom" 350. 

301. SREE MEENAKSHI MILLS LTD.; Tirupparankunram Road, 
Madura; Agent" T. Chetty & Co.; Tirupparankunram Road, 
Madura; No. of Spindle" Ring 25600, Total 25600. 

305. SREE RAMA WEAVING SHED; Shankarapuram, Bangalore 
City; Agent" P. S. Chetty & Bros. Sree Rama Weaving Shed, 
Hardinge Road, Bangalore City; No. of Spindle" 500; No. of 
Looms 33. 

306. SREE RAMACHANDRA SPG. & WEAVING MILL; Pandala
paka, East Godavari; Agent" K. Bhamireddi & D. Subbireddi; 
Pandalapaka, East Godavari District; No. of Spindles: Ring 
70H, Total 7014. 

307. SREE SURYANARAYANA SPG. & WVG. MILLS (Regd.); 
Pandalapaka, East Godavary Dist.; Pandalapaka, East Godavary 
Dist.; No. of Spindle" Ring 6176, Total 6176. 

308. SREE BALASUBRAMANIA MILLS, LTD.; Singanallur, Coim
batore; Agents: K. Krishna Swami Naidu & Brother, Singanellur. 
Coimbatore; No. of Spindle" 12096. 

309. SRI PALAMALAI RANGANATHAR MILLS, LTD.; Peria
naickenpalayam, P. O. Coimbatore Dist.; Agent" S. K. R. Naidu 
& Co., MUi Premises; No. of Spindle" 5600, Total 5600. 

310. SRI RAMALINGA CHOODAMBIKA MILLS, LTD.; Tiruppur, 
Coimbatore Dis!.; Agent" S. Kulli Chetti & Bros.; Uttukuli Road, 
Tiruppur; No. of Spindle" Ring I 0996, Total 10996. 

311. SRI RANGAVILAS GIN .. SPG. & WEAV. MILLS, LTD.; 
Peelamedu. Coimbatore; Managing Agents and Bankers: P. S. G. 
Naidu & Sons; Peelamedu, Coimbatore; No. of Spindle" Mule 
168, Ring 26196, Total 26961. 

312. SRI SARADA MILLS, LTD.; Podanur, Coimbatore Dist., Agent" 
V. S. Sengottaiah & Bros. Mill Premises; No. of Spindles, Ring 
86H, Total 86H; No. of Looms, 111. 
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313. SRI VENKATESA MILLS, LTD. (The); Udumalpet, Coimba
tore Dist.; Agents: G. V. Govindaswami Naidu & Co.; Mill 
Premises; No. of Spindles: Ring 11200. Total 11200. 

31"1. TIRUMURTHI MILLS, LTD.; Bodipath, Udamalpet; Agents: 
Jayalakshmi & Co., Mill Premises; No. of Spindles,' Ring 11200, 
(Thrortle), Total 11200. 

315. TRICHINOPOLY MILLS, LTD. (The); Kalligudi. Trichinopoly; 
Agents: Morljee Ramjee & Sheshasayee, Mill Premises, Trichi
nopoly; No. of Spindles: Ring 12000, Total 12000. 

31"6. UMAYAMBIKAI MILLS, LTD. (The); Coimbatore; Agents: 
A. R. L. V. Natarajan Chettiyar & Co. 

317. VASANTA MILLS, LTD.; Singanallur, Coimbatore; Agents: 
R. K. Shanmukham Chetty & Bros.; Singanallur, Coimbatore; 
No. of Spindles: Ring 15-46"1, Total 15"16-4; No. of Looms: 270. 

318. VIMALA MILLS. LTD. (The); Podanur; Agents,' M. Melrose 
Brown & Co. 

319. VYSYA MILLS, LTD. (The); 4th Mile 2nd Furlong on the 
Grand Trunk Road, to Calicut; Agents: Gupta & Co., Ltd.; 
Managing Director: T. L. R. Chettiar, Kuniyamuthur; No. of 
Spindles: Ring 5200, Total 5200. 

MYSORE 
320. BAN GALORE WOOLLEN COT. & SILK MILLS CO., LTD., 

Bangalore City; Agents: Binny & Co. (Madras). Ltd.; No. I 
Agraram Road, Bangalore City; No. of Spindles: Mule 280-4 
woollen. Ring -41271 cotton, Total 11271 cotton 2801 woollen; 
No. of Looms: 11 00 cotton 56 woollen. 

321. DAVANGERE COTTON MILLS. LTD. (The); Chitaldrug 
Road. Davargere; Managing Agents: R. Hanumanthappa & Son. 
Hanumanthappa' 5 Buildings. Chittaldrug Road, Davengere; 
No. of Spindles: 1200. 

322. KAISER-HIND WOOLLEN, COT. & SILK MILLS, LTD. 
Hebbal, Bangalore; Agents; Pioneer Industrials, Limited; Hebbal 
Post, Bangalore; No. of Spindles: Mule 3275, Total 3275; No. of 
Looms: 103. 

323. MINERVA MILLS LTD.; Magadi Road. Behind City Railway 
Quarters, Bangalore; Agents: N. Sirur & Co.; Temple Bar 
Buildings. 70. Forbes St., Fort. Bombay; No. of Spindles: Ring 
3-4016, Total 3-4016; No. of Looms: -410. 

321. MYSORE SPINNING & MANUFACTURING CO., LTD.; 
Venkatranga Iyengar Road, Malleswaram, Bangalore; Agents: 
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N. Sirur & Co.; 70, Forbes St., Fort Bombay; No. of Spindles: 
Ring 46660, Total 46660; No. of Looms: 500. 

325. SHREE SURYODAYA MILLS; Yesvantapur, M. & S. M. Ry.; 
Agents: The Advance Trading Co., Chickpet, Bangalore City; 
No. of Looms: 76. 

326. SRI KRISHNARAjENDRA MILLS, LTD.; Bangalore Road, 
Mysore; Agents: N. Sirur & Co.; 70, Forbes St., Fort, Bombay; 
No. of Spindles: Ring 25200, Total 25200; No. of Looms: 216. 

PONDICHERRY 
327. ANGLO-FRENCH TEXTILE CO .• LTD .. RODIER MILL; 

Pondicherry. South India; Agents & Managers: Best & Co., Ltd.; 
Post Box 63, Madras; No. of Spindles: Ring 42656, Total 42656; 
No. of Looms: 1000. 

328. ETABLISSEMENT TEXTILE DE MODELIARPETH, S.A.; 
Pondicherry, South India; Pondicherry; No. of Spindles: Ring 
19000, Total 19000; No. of Looms: 420. 

329. SAVANA MILL; Pondicherry, South India; Pondicherry; No. of 
Spindles: Ring 2300, Total 2300; No. of Looms: 575. 

PUNJAB 

330. BANKTESHWAR COTTON MILLS; Grand Trunk Road, 
Amritsar; Owners: Hurgobindrai Mathradras. 69 Cotton Street, 
Calcutta; No. of Spindles: Mule 13552, Ring 8200, Total 21752; 
No. of Looms: 252. 

331. BIRLA COTTON SPINNING & WEAVING MILLS, LTD.; 
Subzi Mundi. Delhi; Agents: Birla Bros., Ltd., 8, Royal Exchange 
Place. Calcutta; No. of Spindles: Ring 28608, Total 28608; 
No. of Looms: 728. 

332. DELHI CLOTH AND GENERAL MILLS CO" LTD.; Bahadur
garh Road. Delhi; Agents: S. L. B. Ram & Co.; Mill Premises, 
Delhi; No. of Spindles: Mule 2928, Ring 61428, Total M356; 
No. of Looms: 1752. 

333. GOENKA COTTON SPINNING & WEAVING MILLS CO., 
LTD.; Azadpur Grand Trunk Road, Delhi; Agents: Parasram 
Harnandrai. Katra Tobacco. Khari. BaoIi, Delhi. 

331. GOVERNMENT WEAVING FACTORY; Shahdara, Near 

Lahore; Agents: Punjab Government Commercial Concern; 
Shahdara, Near Lahore; No. of Looms: 110. 

335. GURU RAMDAS COTTON SPINNING & WEAVING 
MILLS, LTD.; Near Chhearia Station, Amritsar; Proprietors: 
jowahar Singh Sunder Singh Babbar; Guru Ram Das MUIs, Post 
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Office. Amritsar; No. of Spindles: Mule 10000. Ring 10000. Total 
20000; No. of Looms: 200. 

336. KUNDAN CLOTH MILLS. LTD.; Daulatpura (Civil lines); 
Agents: Kundan Agencies Ltd .. Daulatpura. Ludhiana; No. of 
Looms: 10. 

337. LAKHMI CHAND /EIPORIA SPINNING AND WEAVING 
MILLS; Subzimundi. Delhi; Proprietor: S. Lakhmi Chand Ram 
Cowar leiporia; Subzimundi. Delhi; No. of Spindles: Ring 5172. 
Ring 5981. Total 11156; No. of Looms: 235. 

338. L YALLPUR COTTON MILLS; Lyallpur; Proprietors: The Delhi 
Cloth & General Mills. Co .• Ltd.; Mill Premises; No. of Spindles: 
Ring 20112. Total 20112; No. of Looms: 554. 

339. MELARAM COTTON MILLS; 5. Melaram Road. Lahore; 
Owners: Han. R. B. Ram Saran Das. C. I. E .. M. C. S.; 5. 
Melaram Road. Lahore; No. of Spindles: Mule 5200. 251 (Dbg. 
frames). Ring 9176. Total 11676; No. of Looms: 118. 

310. PUN/AB TEXTILE MILLS; Ravi Road. Lahore; Agents: Narain 
Das Ram Lal; Ravi Road. Lahore; No. of Looms: 12. 

311. SHRI BANKTESHWAR COT. SP. & WVG. MILLS; Bhiwanl. 
Punjab; Lease Holder C. Shaim Behari Lat. Banker. Bhiwani; 
No. of Spindles: Mule 3648. Ring 10736. Total 14381; No. of 
Looms: 287. 

312. SUTLEI COTTON MILLS. LTD.; Okara. Punjab; Agents: 
Bida Bros. Ltd .. Mill Premises. Okara; No. of Spindles: Ring 
17312. Total 17312; No. of Looms: 512. 

RA/PUTANA 

313. BI/AI LAXMI CLOTH MILLS CO.; Anasagar Ghati. Ajmer; 
Secretary: H. C. Raikhanna. Mill Premises. Ajmer; No. of 
Spindles: 740; No. of Looms: 72. 

311. EDWARD MILLS CO .. LTD.; Beawar; Agents: R. S. K. 
Motilalji & S. G. M. Lodha; Diggi Street. Beawar. Rajputana; 
No. of Spindles: Mule 1200. Ring 11112. Total 18312; No. of 
Looms: 376. 

315. KRISHNA MILLS. LTD. (The); Beawar. Merwara; Agents: 
Thakurdasji Khinvraj & Co.; Beawar. Rajputana; No. of 
Spindles: Mule 3522. Ring 16821. Total 20316; No. of Looms: 
636. 
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3i6. MAHALAKSHMI MILLS CO.. LTD.; Beawar. Merwara; 
Agent" S. L. Kothari & S. V. Rathi. Beawar. Rajputana; No. 01 
Spindles: Ring 13728. Total 13728; No. of Looms: 416. 

3i7. MAHARAJA KISHANGARH SOMYAG MILL CO. (Trans
formed). Ltd.; Madanganj, Kishangarh. Merwara; Lessees: Rai" 
Bahadur Seth Tikamchand Bhagchand Soni; Madanganj. Kishan
garh. No. of Spindles: Mule H20 Ring 26120. Total 30HO; 
No. of Loom" il i. 

3i8. VIjAYA LAXMI COTTON MILLS. Anasagar Ghati. Ajmer. 
Finaneier" Rai Bahadur Seth Tikamchand Bhagchand & Co .. 
Anasagar Ghati. Ajmer; No. of Looms: 72. 

TRAVANCORE 

3i9. A. O. COTTON MILLS. LTD. (The); Quilon. Travancore 
(S. I. Ry.); Agents: GirdharIal Amdtlal Ltd .. Quilon (S. I. 
Ry.); No. of Spindles, Ring 12000. Total 12000; No. of Looms: 
300. 

UNITED PROVINCES 

350. AGRA SPINNING & WEAVING MILLS CO .• LTD. (The); 
Rajghat jeoniki Mandi. Agra. I. B. Banerjee. A. H. Khan 
(Official liquidators) Mill Premises; No. of Spindles: Mule 
13992. Total 13992. 

351. ATHERTON MILLS; Anwargunj. Cawnpore; Agents: Atherton. 
West & Co .. Ltd.; P. O. Box No. 67. Cawnpore; No. of 
Spindle" Ring 38500. Total 38500; No. of Looms: 900. 

352. BEN ARES COTTON & SILK MILLS. LTD.; Chowkaghat. 
Benares. Cantt.; Agents: Sital Prasad Kharag Prasad; Chowka~ 
ghat. Benares Cantt.; No. 01 Spindles, Mule 2720. Ring 22460. 
Total 25180; No. of Looms: 480. 

353. BHARATI COTTON MILLS. LTD.; Narghat. Mirzapur; Agents: 
Kumar Weaving Concern Ltd .• 9. Qive Row. Calcutta; No. of 
Looms: 102. 

35i. BljU MILLS (The); Hathras City. U. P.; Agent" E. D. Sassoon 
& Co .. Ltd.; DougaIl Road. BaIlard Estate. Fort. Bombay; No. of 
Spindle" Ring 13092. Total 13092. 

355. CAWNPORE COTTON MILLS CO; Couperganj & juhi Cawn
pore; Owners: British India Corporation, Ltd.; Couperganj. 
Cawnpore; No. 01 Spindle" Mule 40752. Ring 33408. Total 
7il60; No. of Loom" 966. 
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356. CA WNPORE TEXTILES. LTD.; Couperganj & juhi, Cawnpore; 
Managing Agent" Begg. Sutherland & Co., Ltd.; Cawnpore; 
No. of Spindle" Mule I 58iO, Ring 15488, Total 3\328; No. of 
Looms, 334. 

357. ELGIN MILLS CO .. LTD.; Civil Lines, Cawnpore; Agents: Beg 
Sutherland & Co .. Ltd.; Cawnpore; No. of Spindles: Mule 10752. 
Total 10752; No. of Looms. 

358. JOHNS' CORONATION SPINNING MILL; Rajghat, A9ra; 
Agents: Govindaram Ramnath & Co., jeoni Mandi, Agra; No. of 
Spindle" Mule 24216, Total 24216. 

359. JOHNS' PRINCESS OF WALES SPINNING MILL; Rajghat, 
Agra; Agent" Govinda Ram Ramanath & Co., J eoni Mandi, 
Agra; No. of Spindles, Mule 16392, Total 16392. 

360. JOHNS' SPINNING MILL; Rajghat, Agra; Agent" Govindaram 
Ramnath & Co., Jeoni Mandi, Agra; No. of Spindle" Mule 30000, 
Ring 27000, Total 57000; No. of Looms: 1225. 

361. jUGGILAL KAMLAPAT COTTON MANUFACTURERS. 
LTD.; Cawnpore; Darshan Purva Kalpi Road, Cawnpore, P. O. 
Box 45; No. of Spindle" Ring 10800, Total 10800. 

362. JUGGILAL KAMLAPAT COTTON SPINNING & WEAV
ING MILLS CO .. LTD.; Anwarganj, Cawnpore; Kamla Tower, 
Cawnpore; No. of Spindles: Ring 45636, Total 45636; No. of 
Loom" 1071. 

363. LALLAMAL HERDEODASS COTTON SPG. MILL CO., 
Sadabad Gate, Hathras City; Agent" Lala Bankey LaI, Sad.bad 
Gate, Hathras City; No. of Spindles: Mule \3176, Ring 7224. 
Total 20400. 

361. MORADABAD SPINNING & WEAVING MILLS CO., LTD.; 
Kundanpur, Moradabad; No. of Spindle" Mule 10080. Total 
10080. 

365. MUIR MILLS CO., LTD.; Cawnpore; P.B. No. 33, Cawnpore; 
No. of Spindle" Mule 35160, Ring 53692, Total 88852; No. of 
Looms: 1624. 

466. MUNNA LAL SPINNING & WEAVING MILLS; Sachendi, 
Cawnpore; Proprietor: L. R. Garg; Cawnpore:; Mill in coursE:c 

of erection. 
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367. NARAYAN COTION MILLS; Bansmandi, Cawnpore; Propr/e
to" H Bevis & Co.; Bansmandi, Cawnpore; No. of Spindles, 
Mule 456, Ring 11866, Total 12322; No. of Loom" 225. 

368. NEW KRISHA MILLS, LTD.; Aligarh, Near Sarsob; Agent" 
B. j. Singhal, M.A.L.L.'., MUI Premises, Aligarh-under constuc
tion, 

369. NEW RAMCHAND COTION MILL CO.; Hathras (A1igarh) 
District U.P.; Agents: Harcharandas, Purushottamdas; Mursan 
Gate, Hathras; No. of Spindle" Mule 2118, Ring 15112, Total 
17230; No. of Looms, 115. 

370. NEW VICTORIA MILLS CO., LTD.; Cawnpore; Secretarie" 
j. P. Srivastava & Sons; P. O. Box 46, Cawnpore; No. of 
Spindles, Mule 39153, Ring 55616, Total 95069; No. of Loom" 
1615. 

371. PREM. SPG. & WVG. MILLS CO., LTD. (The); Ujhani (Dist. 
Budaun) United Prov.; Agent" Messrs. Kirparam Brijla1; Ujhani 
(Dist. Budaun), U.P.; No. of Spindle" Ring 18336, Total 18336. 

372. R. G. COTTON MILLS CO., LTD.; Talkatora, Lucknow; 
Agent" Mr. Ranjitsingh, M.A., LL.B. (Managing Director); 
Talkatora, Lucknow; No. of Spindles, Mule 420, Ring 17781, 
Total 18201; No. of Looms: 310. 

373. SETH SEW ARAMjI MANNULAL COTTON SPINNING (, 
WEAVING MILLS CO.; Natwa, Mirzapur; Mirzapur, U.P.; 
No. of Loom" 150. 

374. SWADESHI COTION MILLS CO., LTD.; juW, Cawnpore; 
P. O. Box 19, Cawnpore; No. of Spindle" Ring 80000, Total 
80000; No. of Loo= 1740. 
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WHERE DYEING & DRY-CLEANING 
IS AN ART 

Plain, Brocade & Zariwork Sarees 

Beautifully Cleaned or Dyed 

SPECIAL UP-COUNTRY SERVICE 

Illustrated Price List on Requestl 

Lindsay Dyeing & Cleaning Co. 
(By appointment to Her Excellency Lady Willingdon.) 

21, CHOWRINGHEE 

(Entrance on Lindsay Street) 

CALCUTTA 

Office Phone: Cal. 2912 

Factory & Residence: Cal. 5759. 
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TWO JOURNALS WORTH READING REGULARLY 
"INDIAN EFFICIENCY MAGAZINE" 

This Journal. published in co-operation with .llr. Herbert Casson, 
the world famous author of innumerable books on modern business 
methods and principles of Efficiency, is a personal message to the 
man who realises that bu~iness conditions have changed j and that 
now there is entirely a new set of business rules to be mastered. 

Month by month it ",ill deal with all the latest ideas and methods 
in business which no modern business man can afford to ignore. If 
you are really a believer in Efficiency as a means of turning effort 
into success, you should su hscribe to the Indian Efficiency 

Magazine 

There are men everywhere, who could double their income if they 
believed in themselves and had the solid business knowledge and 
Effi~ien('y to back them. This 

The Indian Efficiency Magazine can do for you at tbe low 
price of Rs 2-8 per year ( Single copy, Ans. 4.) 

"THE INDIAN LITERARY REVIEW" 

This is the only magazine in India to keep you up-ta-date about 
new books and publications. It gives articles by well-knml:n writers, 
reports and revie,Ys books of outstanding merit, and informs its 
readers every month about what is happening in the literary world. 
In short, it is a \~aluable guide to modern literature and books. 

''It will appeal to tbe scholar, the bibliographer, the librarian or 
the collector of books. It wiII be of great utility to seekers after 
information."-"The Hindu.tan Review" 

Annual oubocription: Ro. 3·8 
( Single copy A •. 6. ) 

&th the above Journals can be had from 

D. B. T ARAPOREVALA SONS & CO. 
( Original firm, Established~in 1864 ) 

Tre-3sure House of Books, 
210, Hornby Road, 

Fort, BOMBAY, 

Book--sellers by Appointment to H. E. the Marquess of 
Linlithgow, Viceroy and Governor .. General of India. 
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BeUer Breeze at HALF the COST 
THE MOST EFFICIENT FAN! 

AT MADRAS 
To Comfort the Staff & 

Students of 

THE UNIVERSITY OF 

MADRAS 
WERE I~STALLED 

260 
INDIA FANS 

AT THEm ~EW BelT,DINGS 
LAST YEAR. 

ALL SIZES-ALL VC 

Lead Consumption 
Large Displace 

Chosen for their Reliability, Durability and Economical Running 

Runs 20 hours a Unit at full speed and 42 hours a Unit at first speed . 
.. Kiddy Rohtas 36"" runs 30 hours at full speed. 

AWARDED GOLD AND SILVER MEDALS. 

With fPtry Ctilillg or TobIe Fon (D. C. or A. C.) gtt 0 2 ytOTS' guoTonl ••. 
Indian Duigo, Indian Management, Indian Capito.i. 

THE MANUFACTURERS 'Phoae: I 
Pk. 46 and 47.5 The India Electric Works, Ltd., 

H. O. {/} Factory: 
25, South Road, Entally 

CALCUTTA. 

'Branches: 
llA, Liya Chelty Street, 

Meeton Road, CA WNP 



STOCKED BV LOCAL 
fUEL DEALERS 
EVERYWHERE 

"OR FURTHER PARTICULARS 

Apply .0 Sf'.·rl'lary. 

INDIAN SOFT COKE 
CESS COMMITTEE, 

CALCUTTA. 



ESTO 1896 

BURMA, CEYLON & AFRICA. 



§ 
SIEMENS 

·SPINNING MOTORS 

Variable speed A. C. Spinning Motors with I.test 
type of spinning regulators installed in a Bombay Mill. 

SIEMENS (India) LTD. 
Calcutta Bombay, Lahore, Madras, 
Cawnpore, Karachi, Ahmedabad. 
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