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vl PREFACE

What is thus offered is the result of seven years of very
earnest thought and hard work in an endeavor to secure
for the country child his rights so far as an educational
opportunity is concerned. The country school should have
that freedom which country life affords. This book has but
little to say about the mechanics of school management.

In the training of children and the development of char-
acter no greater opportunity can be offered than that now
belonging to the teacher in the country school. The author
hopes these pages may prove helpful in the way of making
the teacher a greater inspirational force in country life.
Likewise no such opportunity was ever presented to a
school officer as ts now before the county superintendent
of schools, It is his privilege to become a real leader in an
educational way and to do original constructive work in the
cvolution of the country school te meet the new conditions
of country life,

In the development of the country school discourage-
ments will come and seemingly insurmountable obstacles
will block the way. It is no time, then, to become de-
spondent or cynical. Go out under the stars and breathe
the resolve in prayer to be true to right ideals. The reward

is to the onc who remains steadfast to the end.
0.].X.
HicHraxp, RockrorDn, ILLINOIS

July, 1906
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