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Arisrorir : Constilution of Athens, chapter 18,

Such was the origin and such the vicissitudes of the tyranny of Pisistratus. His
administration was temperale, ns has been said hefore, and more like constitutional
government than a tyraony., Not only was he in every respect humane and mild
and ready to forgive those who offended, but, in addition, he advanced money to
the poorer people to help them in their labours, so that they might make their living
by agriculture. In this he had two objects, first that they might not spend their
time in the city, but might be scattered over all the face of the country. and sec-
ondly that, being moderately well off and occupied with their own business, they
might have neither the wish nor the time to attend to public affairs. At the same
time his revenues were increased by the thorough cultivation of the country, since
he imposed a tax of one-tenth on all the produce. For the same reasons he insti-
tuted the local justices, and often made expeditions in person into the country to
inspect it and to settle disputes between individuals, that they might not come into
the city and neglect their farms. It was in one of these progresses that, as the
story goes, Pisistratus had his adventure with the man of Hymettus, who was
cultivating the spot afterwards known as “Tax-free Farm.” He saw a man dig-
ging and working at a very stony piece of ground, and being surprised he sent his
attendant to ask what he got out of his plot of land. **Aches and pains,” said the
man; “and that’s what Pisistratus ought to have his tenth of.” The man spoke
without knowing who his questioner was; but Pisistratus was so pleased with his
trank speech and his industry that he granted him exemption from all tazes.
Forster's Translation.
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