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PREFACE

Tt has been sixteen years since Carl C. Taylor first interested me in
writing a Master's Thesis on the standard of living. Since that time,
ideas on this subject have been constantly evolving in my mind. In
1924, John D. Black enabled me to start the work which gave me a
definitive wdea of a complete family budget, F. B. Garver led me through
the utility analysis, and P. A. Sorokin caused me to inspect Ernst
Engel’s studies in the original. I was also greatly influenced by a careful
study of Frédéric Le Play’s work, and by stimulating discussions with
Robert E. Park on the psychological phases of consumption. After
continued investigations in many parts of America, I was enabled to
make studies in Canada in 1930, in Siam in 1930-31, among the Ozark
Highlanders in 1932-33, and in Cuba in 1934.

From 1932to 1936 T was aided in the preparation of this manuscript
by funds from the Harvard Committee on Research in the Social
Sciences. In 1932, through the interest of Max Handman, I was asked
to include some of my materials in an analytical bibliography of existing
budget studies to be prepared in coGperation with Faith M. Williams,
United States Bureau of Home Fconomics. {See U. S. D. A, Misc.
Pub. No. 223.) By 1935 the rest of my manuscript had become so
large that T published the material on Le Play in a separate monograph
(Family and Society, D. Van Nostrand Company, 1935). 1 am now
publishing this third volume which I hope, in conjunction with the other
two, will be accepted as a definitive analysis of this part of human
behavior.

There are those who say that Social Science is logical, illogical, sta-
tistical, non-statistical, purely descriptive, evaluative, and what not. To
me, it consists only of a systematic examination of facts and ideas and
the relations between these two. In this work T have not only presented
a comprehensive study of the pertinent empirical materials but have
also ventured to discuss the existing ideas on the subject.
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VI PREFACE

At various times I have been assisted by numerous persons. Par-
ticular mention should be made of Dr. Carl Kraenzel,.J. W. Riley, Jr,,
Dr. Robert K, Merton, J. W. Boldyreff, Mrs. John Volkmann, and
Martha F. Benedict. Gordon T. Bowden compiled the subject index. I
also wish to thank especiafly the Harvard Committee on Research in the
Social Sciences for supporting this endeavor, and the officers of
Widener Library for their helpful codperation.

On account of shortage of space, I had to eliminate a list of studies
of food expenditures of the upper classes; an appendix giving further
discussions of the consumption theories of J. B. Clark, H. J. Davenport,
F. A Fetter, E. R. A. Seligman, F. W, Taussig, T. N. Carver, G. P.
Watkins, Hazel Kyrk, Elizabeth Hoyt, Warren C. Waite, P. H.
Nystrom, Adam Smith, Thomas Robert Malthus, J. B. Say, David
Ricardo, J. R. McCulloch, James Mill, W. E. Hearn, J. C. L. Sismondi,
Frederic Bastiat, Adolf Wagner, Bruno Hildebrand, Lujo Brentano,
Karl Bicher, Withelm Lexis, Kuno Frankenstein. Hermann H. Gossen,
and P. H. Wicksteed; and a number of notes and statistical tables.

CarLE C. ZIMMERMAN.

Harvard University
April, 1936
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