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Explanatory Memorandum,

Tn 1806 tables, in certain forms propesed by a specially appointed S:atise
tical Committee, were prescribed by the Government of India for geaeral
adoption as appendices to the annual reports on general administration.

In 1884, at the instance of the Secretary of State for India, <ome of
these forms, relating to acricalture, land, and tenures, were reconsidered and
modified, after examination and discussion by a eonference of officers of the
Agricultural Departments. The modified returns comprised eight tables, whicl
were compiled for the first time for the year 183485 and published ander the
title of ¢ Returns of Agricultural Statistics of British India’. Thesetaliles werc
prepared and published annually until 1887-83, when a re.arrangewrcat was
made of the headings of four statements dealing with avea, irrigation, crops, and
agricultnral stoek, though no modification was made in substance,

In 1891 the tables were again revised and, to some extent, recast, The
revised series of 1891 has, with a few unimportant alterations, been man'nriioced
to the present time, with the excep‘lon that table B (wholesile prices: has
been discontinued, other arrangementis having been mad: 10 secure a record
of prices.

The following schedule compares the three series of 1560, 15%%, and
1801 . — '

" 18686. 1384, 1391,
I, T.—Area coltivated A.—Area cultivated and un-") . :
and upeunltivated. enltivated. A'_Topt:li‘_‘;(i:f aﬁlg C}:‘]T:g'
) . I‘n‘)gat_lon:‘ tion, currcot 'fali():vs,
11ID. 1.—Crops cultivated. B.—Craps cuitivated ] anl stock

111D, 2.—Agricultaral stock. TITD, 2. —Agricultural stock  J
II1E. 1.—Prices of produee, TI1E. 1.—Prices of produee . B.—Prices of produce.
I8, 2.—S8arveyed and C,—Surveved and assessed C.—Incidence of the land
assessed area, area, revesie on area aud
population,
IE, 8.—Varieties of tenure IE. 3,=Varicties of tenure D,~—Varicties of fenure held

beld direct from Lheld direct from direct from Governe
Government, Government. ment,
1K. 4,—Varieties of tenure Discoutinued . Discontinued.

not  hell direet
from Govern.

rmant
IE. 5.—Register of trans- IK. §.-= Register of transfers, E,—Rexister of transfurs of
for-, landed proporty,
I1ID. 8.—Rates of rent and Discontinued . Discontinued.
prnduce.

The notes on each table in the following pages explain the changes which
have been madesince 1866 in the tables now published. "The general instruc-

tions for the compilation of the existing series are given in the General Notes,
1a
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