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PRETACE

In consequence of certain views expressed without equivo-
cation in this volume, I fully expect to be assailed by a
barrage of abuse from thosze fiiends of Labour whose
support takes the form of demanding conditions so
impracticable that the attewpt to satisfy them has led to
hundreds of thousands of persons being thrown out of
employment.

Ag I am not a politician haggling for votes, I can
view with comparative fortitude the spleen displayed
towards all who venture to utter nnpalatable truths to
a democracy which has been fed on flattery and bribes
until any attempt to treat a cocial disease a8 one would
treat an individual eomplaint results in the investigator,
analysing causes and effects with a view to a removal of
the evil, being regarded as almost inhuman.

The physician who refrained from drawing attention
to foolish habits and vices which were undermining the
health of his patient because he was afraid of hurting
his feelings would be a bad doctor, as would also the
practitioner who hesitated to advise amputation or to
administer nasty medicine when these obnoxious remedies
were eszential to recovery.

Wages that are too high 1n relation to the work done,
preventing the sale of the product, or State mollycoddling
which undermines the morale of the producers, are ana-
logous to intemperance in dancing, eating, drinking,
smoking or drug-taking, or refraining from exercise, and
living muffled up in an unduly heated or asphyxiating
atmosphere which undermines the health of the patient.
An unpalatable social regimen, nasty physic, #nd insome
cases social surgery, way be as essential to patiopal
recovery as unpleasant discipline and a change of habit
are frequently necessary to the recovery of the health
of the individual.

On the other hand, while administering whatever un-
popular treatment is regrettably necessary, there is no
curative value ‘n a pessimistic attitude on the part of the
doctor, who may indeed kill the patient if he over-stresses
the gravity of the malady. Xspecially is this the case
with vietims of nervous stress where the confidence has
been previously undermined by alarmist quacks,
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Even if the social doctor cannot emulate the method
of the late Emile Coué, who effected cures by persuading
his patients to declare repeatedly (and to believe the
declaration) that every day they got better and better, he
might at least refrain from depressing the patient by
telling him either that his malady is inevitable as a
result of the introduction of new machinery, or that in
any case a cure will not be possible for another ten years,
which are two of the disastrous contributions made
recently by Mr. Neville Chamberlain. These depressing
statements, in addition to undermining the confidence of
the unemployed patients, were, needless to say, seized
upon by Socialist quacks who gleefully took the oppor-
tunity to push forward their own dubious nostrums.

Ancther patient, the British tazpayer (altogether too
patient) will not derive much satisfaction from a recent
etatement by Mr. Baldwin, that before taxes can be
reduced conditions must improve, which is equivalent to
saying that before the victim recovers from loss of blood
he must continue to be bled.

And finally must be rejected the contradictory prescrip-
tion of a Fleet Street specialist, Liord Beaverbrook, who
vociferously proclaims the need for higher wages and a
restoration of all the “ cuts” imposed by the National
Government, while at the same time demanding a redue-
tion of taxation. How the Government can increase its
expenses while reducing its receipts is not revealed
by this practitioner.

In the following work I have tried to avoid the extremes
of pessimism or inflated optimism. As candidly as the
gravity of the situation, and the dearth of candour upon
the part of political statesmen afraid of losing votes has
warranted, I have set down what appears to me as a
correct diagnosis of the problem. And if my candour is
emulated by others, or leads to some improvement in our
general handling of unemployment and allied problems,
I will bear up as manfuily as may be against the inevitable
charges of those lovers of democracy whose humanity is
displayed by their encouragement of Pyrrhic economic
victories which prevent multitudes of Britons from
earning their daily bread.

June 12, 1933. G W,
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