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PREFACE.

EVENTS are moving with great speed- Old
order is giving place to new. What was
considered a few days back as the fantasy of
a minority is a reality to-day. Bolshevisin
which came as a brutal shock in 1918 is almost
a house-hold word to-day. Fascism which was
considered as an expression of national and
racial egoism, of brutality and violence, of
militarism and suppression, in 1920, is to-day
adopted and adored in two of the leading
countries, being advocated as the expression
of national re-birth. In almost every other
country Representative Government is being
adopted in preference to Absclute Monarchy.
Such momentous changes could be seen in the
economic field too. Communism or Fascism
is an open challenge to Capitalism. Planned
Capitalism is another alternative suggested.
Labour is every-where gaining power and
prestige. Socialism isa growing power to-day
throughout the world. The traditional forms
of thought, the unquestioning faith in anti-
quated ideas and the unflinching adherence to
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old-world dogmas are no longer to be found.
Thus changes could be discerned not only in
the political but also in the economic, social
and religious outlook. These changes are the
results of changes in times and changes in
circumstances. India lags very much behind
the other Nations if judged in the light of
the above cbservations. It is particularly so
with the position of women in young India.
This backwardness of our women is our own
creation, for their condition, in some respects,
was much better during the Vedic age than at
the present day. Changes in time necessitated
changes in circumstances. Just to give an
instance, the frequent invasions of the foreign
invaders might have necessitated the introdu-
ction of the system of early marriage and
the system of Purdah. But should they not
be removed even after the grounds for such
an apprehension are removed? Men have not
removed them because either the artificial
atmosphere that is created is favourable
to them or they have not given a correct
interpretation to the Vedic Texts.

Consequently the energies and abilities of
half the population of India are wasted. [t is
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just with the idea of picturing the present
position of women in India and of suggesting
improvements in the light of the progress that
is made by women of the other progressive
countries that this book is written. When we
have deliberately deprived our women of their
birth-rights and when we have purposely
chosen to treat our so-called untouchables as
our inferiors, though in both these cases it is
in our hands to improve them and to restore
them to their just and rightful position in
society, how could we, in fairness, question the
attitude of the foreigners in the matter of
colour-bar and racial prejudice. The object of
writing this book will have been achieved
if the position of women in India is improved
and they are given a status equal to that of
men.

In preparing this book, I have kept in view
the ideas and tendencies of the orthodox, the
moderate and the radical. They all want
reform, but some through legislation and
others through educating the public alone.
I personally feel that we cannot afford to wait
till that millennium is reached when public
opinion will have been sufficiently educated
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to welcome reforms without opposition. For
this reason I earnestly plead that the Govern-
ment will co-operate with the people, instead
of adopting a policy of neutrality in social
and religious matters,

It is my most pleasant duty to acknowledge
my deep debt of gratitude 10 Her Highness the
Maharani Gaekwar of Baroda, for graciously
consenting to write a foreword to this token
of mine to the great cause. Ialsoacknowledge
gratefully the courtesy shown me by my
publisher, the proprietor of the Jaya Storcs.



FOREWORD

The author has taken a historical survey of
the position of woman in different countries at
different times with special reference to the
position of woman in India, past and present.
The boek is full of information and research.
It is refreshing to find the author championing
the cause of women in all walks of life. He
wants women to hold an equal place with
men in political, social and economic life and
points out to Russia and Japan where women
are largely employed in all departments of
life. He writes approvingly of the Baroda
State legislation, by which the position of
woman in respects of her rights in the joint
family and her right to succession is greatly
improved. He even approves of the Law of
Divorce of the Baroda State and says that the
State has gone ahead even of Mysore. He
greatly deplores that the Government of India
is not taking any interest in mmproving the
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position of woman socially and legally. In
matters of law he has gone alittle too much in
details.  But on the whole the book is a
refreshing, interesting and informing reading.
In it the author has well championed the cause
of woman. Theauthor is very optimistic but
time and education and travel can alone bring
about a change tn the mentality of the Hindus
and Mahomedans. Deep-rooted ignorance,
superstition and prejudice must disappear
before the light of knowledge and men must be
prepared to give up their long vested interests
and do justice to the other half of humanity.
The auther is an advocate of woman’s rights
and deserves every encoviragement. He has
treated the subject so nicely that T cannot but
congratulate him on his attempt.

H. H. THE MAHARANI GAEKWAR
OF BARODA.
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LAW AND RELIGION

The chief communities in India, Hindus
form 68 per cent. Hindus and Mahome-
dans governed by their personal laws.Sikhs,
Jains governed by Hindu law. Christians
and Parsees governed by their own separate
laws. The four Vedas. The Smrithis or
the Dharmasastras. Manu’s code and its
injunctions. The conception of the
Divine origin of law. The principles of
the Hindu Religion-the Eternity of the
Soul, Adrishta and Moksha or liberation
of the Soul. Principles of law as con-
tained in the various Smrithis. The domi-

nant part played by religion.
THE LEGAL DISABILITIES OF WOMEN....

A. Marriage and it’s significance. Pro-
miscuity and Marriage, Different forms
of marriage. Polygamy, Polyandry and
Monogamy. Legal consequences of Hindu
marriage. Marriage a sacrament among
Hindus.  Marriage a contract among
others. Marriage in Russia.

Infant Marriage among Hindus, Post-
puberty marriages in the Vedic Age.
Early marriage developed in the Smrithi
period. The authority of the Sages. The
religious basis for the child marriage.
Other causes that help early marriage
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among Hindus. Positive evils of early
marriage. Child Marriage Restraint Act
of 1929 and after. Infant Marriage Pre-
vention Act in Baroda. Marriage among
Mahomedans, Parsees and Christians.

Widow re-marriage. Opposition to it
exists only among Hindus. Widow Re-
Marriage Act of 1856. Widow Marriage
in the Vedic Age. The authority of
Atharva Veda and Aitareya Brahmana.
" Punarbhu’’ and its significance. Wi-
dow Marriage in the Smrithi period. The
authority of the Sages. ‘' Niyoga’ and
it’s significance. Sati was put an end
to by Regulation xvii of 182¢9. Hindu
Widow Re-Marriage Act of 1g9or1 in
Baroda. Widow marriage exists among
some Hindu communities by custom.
“Pat,” "' Natra,’’ etc. Widow marriage
among other castes and communities.

Divorce. Hindu Law knows no Divo-
rce., Parsees governed by the Parsees
Marriage and Divorce Act of 1869. Chri-
stians governed by their own Act. Divorce
exists among some Hindu Communities
by custom. The principle of Factum Valet
among the Hindus, i. e. Once a marriage
always a marriage, Second marriage of
women expressly sanctioned by some
ancient writers. Contradiction in some
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writers, Arguments for and against
Divorce. Sir Hari Singh Gour’s Bill.
The Baroda Hindu Divorce Act. Divorce
among Mahomedans, Parsees and
Christians.

Inter-Marriage. Its existence in days
of yore. The examples of Vasistha,
Mandapala, Jamadagni and others,
Anuloma and Prathiloma Marriages.
Arguments for and against.

B, Inheritance and succession. Parsees
and Christians governed by the Indian
succession  Act XXXIX of 1925
Hindus, Mahomedans and Buddhists
governed by their personal laws. Hindus
governed by the joint family system.
Women had power to own and possess
property during the period prior to the
Metrical smrithis. The authority of
Jaimani and his Purva-mimamsa. The
views of Yagnavalkya and Vignaneswara.
The school of Bengal and of Nilakantha.
All authoritiesagree as to rights of five fe-
males, they being widow, daughter, maother,
grand-mother and great grand-mother,
Conditicnin England and on the Continent.
The two primary incidents of Co-parcenary
namely Survivorship and Rights by birth
denied to Hindu women. Regulation X of
1933 in Myscre. Succession in Baroda,
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Inheritance and succession among Maho-
medans. Mahomedan woman acquires an
absolute right over her inherited pro-
perty. She inherits along with males.
Inheritance and succession among Parsees
and Christians,

POLITICAL EXPRESSION OR THE BALIOT 12§

The true function of ballot justifies its
extension to women. 'Their political sta-
tus everywhere before 1870. The belief
then was that men were born to rule and
women to up-keep the rulers. The demo-
cratic movement as voiced by the Protes-
tant Revolution and the French and
American Revolutions reached down to the
women’s world. The Industrial Revolu-
tion and the mechanical inventions distur-
bed the women’s older position in the self-
contained home and forced her into the
larger world. The vote-for-women move-
ment. Women’s political rights in the
U. 8. 5. R. The nineteenth amendment
to the constitution of the U. 8. A. The
Parliamentary Act of 1918 and the
Representation of People’s Act of 1928
in England. The Indian Reform Act of
19i9. The qualifications for <clectors
in the different Provinces. The percentage
of woemen vaters. The method of election,
The suggestion of the Simon Commissien.
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The Round Table Conferences and the
White Paper. The Report of the Joint
Parliamentary Committee. Government
of India Act of 1935. Women's position
under the new Act.

ECONOMIC ADVANCEMENT

Many women in India arc economically
dependent. Nearly half the population
prevented from doing any productive work.
Consequently the economic output of the
country is reduced by half. The total
wealth of British India. The per capita
income in British India as compared with
other countries. The Industrial Revolu-
tion and it's effects, The movement
towards urbanization. The dis-integra-
tion of the Indian village and the dis-
ruption of the cottage industry. The
evolution from the field to the factory.
Women in factories. The Jute Mills in
Bengal. Women working in the batching
and preparing departments, on warp-wind-
ing and weft-winding and in sack-sewing.
In Tea Industry in Darjeling and Jalpaipuri
57 per cent are women. Textile industry
in Bombay and Ahamadabad. Women in
the Ginning and Pressing factories. Wo-
men usually employed in reeling, winding,
waste-picking, sweeping and spinning.
Condition in Sholapur. Conditicns of
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employment in factories. Sanitary con-
ditions not good. Wages not sufficient in
the majority of cases. The Factory Acts.
Trade Union movement. Small scale and
cottage industries. Agriculture. Women
take part in weeding,planting, and reaping.
Women in the various Professions and
Services.

SOCIAL POSITION

Social reforms in India very few and
far between, The ignorance of women due to
early marriage, the system of Purdah and
the tyranny of old-world dogmas. Signs
of change visible., The woman’s club
movement as one of the important civic
forces. The PPoona Seva Sadan Scciety.
The Seva Sadhan of Bombay. The Vanita
Seva Samaj of Dharwar. Other all-India
bodies such as the Women's Indian Associa-
tion, the National Council of women and
the All-India Women’s Conference. Social
reform through legislation. The attitude
of the Indian National Congress.

EDUCATION

Till 1825 education of women was a
thing of ‘'shreds and patches.” Educa-
tion now-a-days spreading everywhere.
Education necessary to earn a living.
Appalling illiteracy in India. Special
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difficulties in the way of women’s educa-
tion in India, Early marriage and early
maternity prevent her {from getting cduca-
tion. The gosha system and its effect.
The expectation of society wholly against
her choosing any vocation. Percentage of
literacy in the various Provinces. Univer-
sal elementary education:--how far exists
in India. Elementary education in other
countries. Secondary education for boys
and girls. Concensus of opinion as to gi-
ving bias to technical or professicnal course
after metriculation. The Hartog Commi-
ttee Report. The Sapru Committees reco-
mmendations. Democratization of educa-
tion necessary. University education.
Indian Women’s University at Poona. Co-
education. How far it exists in the West.
Co-education in India. The opinions of
the wvarious Indian Universities on the
question of co-education.

AN ARGUMENT

The mental vision of majority of Indian
women scarcely extends beyond the limits
of the individual domestic concerns. The
causes for the backwardness. Legal dis-
abilities. They should be removed inspite
of oppositicn. ‘' Time-spirit*’ to be con-
sidered.  Circumstances to be judged.
Circumstances alter cases-is the saying. A

214
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time did exist when social and religious
customs  dictated the standards of
hehaviour, The village was in every
respect self-contained. Caste fixed the
profession of the individual. Now cir-
cumstances are altercd. Social opinion is
powerless. Industrial Towns growing every
where. Opinions of Pundit J. Nehru and
Ilewan Bahadur H, Sarda on the necessity
of bringing about change. As we change
with changing circumstances so toco must
our laws and regulations. Authority of
the Dharma-Sastras to that effect. The
franchise to be further extended, Good
education necessary to make them good
citizens. The benefits to be derived
from bringing about these changes.
J. 5. Miil’s dictum.



