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PREFACE

tmethod adopted in Canada for controlling the liquor

traffic. The dearth of collective information on this
subject, apart from the official reports issued by the various
Commissions, is perhaps sufficient justification for an attempt
to treat the subject academically.

Some historical importance is attached to the continuity of
the movement, which, from an incipient protest, voiced pro-
vincially against prohibitory laws, has developed into a national
expression favoring the sale of liquor for beverage purposes.
1£ it should appear that the continent-significance of this experi-
ment is unduly stressed, it is not from any desire to enlarge
upon the merits of the system in contradistinction to other
methods; rather is it an attempt to bring the subject into true
perspective.

Government Control has already been swept into the vortex
of international affairs, but its genesis has a separate history in
each province. To elucidate this, statistics have been em-
ployed, and comment added where such seemed relevant to an
impartial rehearsal of the difficulties encountered. Such com-
ment however is purely empirical and not to be interpreted as
the viewpoint of those concerned with the administration of
the laws.

Any attempt to encompass even one phase of the liquor
problem in so brief a manner must necessarily be deficient.
The author hopes, however, that something may have been
achieved by collating the facts and constructing the framework
for a further analysis of the subject.

THE purpose of this book is to record concisely the

Recinarp E. Hosk.
September 1428, 1927,
Ficioria, IBriu'.rk Columbia



INFORMATION FOR READERS

THROUGHOUT the text the word *Commission” has been used
to denote whatever administrative body (whether Board or
Commission) the statutes create, with a collective meaning
unless the context otherwise requires.

In a similar manner the words “Store Manager” denote
any Vendor or Manager in charge of a government store.

Where the Annual Reports of the Commission are referred
to, the abbreviations, “Alta.,” etc., denote the province, the
number following being that of the Report referred to.
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