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PREFACE

In following out the main idea of this book—that the
Golden Age cannot come through this or that panacea,
but by patient and strenuous work in all directions—
it has been necessary for me to deal with many things
on which I can claim no special knowledge. In these
matters [ am in the position of a juryman who, not
himself a specialist, has heard the evidence of those
who are, and then makes his own deductions. It is
also owing to the wide range of subjects that I am
compelled to touch upon that, amongst them, there
are a few of a comparatively trivial kind ; trivial in
themselves, but significant as indicating a particular
outlock on life, or attitude of mind, better perhaps than
some other things to which we usually attach more
importance.

And for the same reason it has been necessary for
me to deal with the question of personal sincerity. In
doing this, it has not been my intention to adopt a
censerious attitude. The power of unconscious bias is
so great, and so easily leads to self-deception, that the
imputation of consciously evil motives would be quite
gratuitous. Of course there are cases in which, for
unworthy reasons, men have deliberately suppressed
or modified their views—both Erasmus and Descartes
confessed as much. But we should not be too ready
to take upon ourselves to decide whether the bias of
other people 1s conscious or unconscious. It is enough,
with honest introspection, to endeavour to decide the
matter as to ourselves. If anywhere in the following
pages I appear to have departed from this maxim, I
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hope that the intention here expressed will be read into
the passage.

Then it will be noticed that there is no attempt at
an elaborate chain of argument ; and that there is, on
the other hand, a constant recurrence of incident and
narrative. This is because it has been my desire to
keep as closely as possible to men and things. Is not
an ounce of fact worth a ton of theory ? In any case,
whether this method be, intrinsically, the best suited
to the subject or not, I feel confident that it is, for me
at least, the only possible way to convey my meaning.

I take this opportunity of thanking Mr. W. G. Ayres,
Mr, H. E. Brown, Mr. Montagu C. Butler, Mr. E.
Edmonds, the Rev. F. E. England, M.A.,, B.D,,
Captain A, J. Gray, M.A,, B.Sc., Mr, C. E. Lawrence,
the Right. Hon, Sidney Webb, M.P., LL.B., my son,
Mr. G. Leslie Wates, and the Staff of the Bntish
Museum Library for their very valuable assistance.

September 1927,



CONTENTS

PAGE

PrEFACE . . . . . . . . . . . 7

A BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE ARGUMENT
CHAPTER I

TruTH FIRST . e e e e e 15
A Golden Age, i.e. an age where the conditions are such
as to favour the highest development of the individual
and the race, can only come by a combination of goed
will, good sense and good guidance; and, to be per-
manent, must be based on Truth. Truth is not static,
but developing, and cannot be dogmatically defined.
It is the attitude towards life of the open and unbiassed
mind, the endeavour to bring our opinions into confermity
with things as they are, that will lead us to Truth and to
the Golden Age.

CHAPTER 11

THe PurL oF THE EGo, THE NEED OF INTROSPEC-
TION, AND THE BANE oF EXcLUSIVISM . . 26

Individual and group Egoisms are amongst the greatest
obstacles to progress. . . . The petrifying effect of parti-
sanship which obscures truth, and encourages feelings of
enmity and contempt. There is great need, therefore,
of introspection, of candour with one’s self. . . . The
bane of Exclusivism (undue exclusiveness) in tribe, nation,
class, and religion.

CHAPTER II1

Conrucius AND HIs TiMes. THE GOLDEN AGE AND
THE GOLDEN MEeAN , . . . . . . 4l
As the spirit of moderation is one of the greatest aids to
progress, this chapter deals with the great teacher who
first emphasized the doctrine of the Golden Mean, and
who pleaded for reasonableness, sincerity, humility,
earnestness, and benevolence.



I0

ALL FOR THE GOLDEN AGE

CHAPTER 1V

Tue CONNECTION BETWEEN A UnNiveErsaL RELIGION,

A UNIVERSAL LANGUAGE, AND UNIVERSAL PEACE
A Golden Age cannot be achieved without a common
ethic, a common reasonableness, a common ideal, and a
common emotion ; and the above three Universals would
tend in this direction, as they all lead to the realization of
common interests, and therefore to the elimination of
exclusivism, and to the solidarity of mankind.

CHAPTER V

BEING SHOCKED . . . . . .

Moral passion, showing itself in righteous indignation, is
a very important factor in progress, To be rightly
shocked may keep us off the wrong path, as to be
wrongly shocked may keep us off the right path.

CHAPTER VI

PROGRESS AND PROVIDENCE . . . . .

The difficulty of reconciling past and present world
conditions with the doctrine of a Creator who is both
benevolent and almighty. Confident asscrtions as to a
Providence, through whom comes inevitable progress,
very unconvincing. Better, in any case, to act as though
progress depended upon ourselves. .. . The great
principle of development, and the spiritual springs of the
Universe.

CHAPTER VII

THE PRESENT AGE: INDUSTRIALISM. . . .

Material progress of no avail unless accompaniced by
moral betterment. This is illustrated by the Industrial
Revolution, when the enormous increase in the produc-
tion of goods, brought about by the application of steam
to machinery, resulted in the amassing of great riches by
the few at the expense of the misery and degradation of
the many. In spite of all efforts to better the conditions

PAGE

50

69

86



CONTENTS 11

PAGE
of the people, improvement was very slow—the love

of gain being often so much stronger than moral passion
—until the extension of the franchise put more power

in the hands of the wage-carncrs. The memory and
experience of these things accentuated the bitterness of

class feeling and class prejudice, and resulted in struggles

for partisan domination—for the benefit of a class rather

than for the good of the whole.

CHAPTER VIII

THE PRESENT AGE: NATIONALISM AND INTER-
NATIONALISM . - . . . . . . 108

Democratic internationalism was advocated by Baren

von Cloots near the end of the eighteenth century ; but

the course of events did not favour the idea. For a time,

and for the most part, freedom in Europe was suppressed

or “driven underground.” But later the forces of
reaction began to weaken, and the idea of Free National-
ism to gain strength. . . . The Greek struggle for

freedom, an outstanding example of the cruel, crude, and
costly methods of the old diplomacy founded on State
Sovereignty, and of the clash of noble aspirations with
unworthy egoisms. . . . Re-emergence of International-
ism in the limited form of Class Internationalism, at
once a uniting and a dividing force.

CHAPTER IX

THE PRESENT Act: THE BIBLE AND THE PROGRESS
OF SCIENCE . . . . . . . . 123

A limitless Universe and a limited theology. . . . The
ctiorts of the Broad Church Party to bring the creeds
into conformity with science, and the anger of the
orthodox wha still insisted upon the infallibility of the
Bible. The idea of an infallible book creates more
difficulties than it solves. . . . The lack of enough
candour in many Modernists. Frankness and courage
needed in those who would tread the path to the Golden
Age.



12 ALL FOR THE GOLDEN AGE
CHAPTER X
TaE CoMMmMoN ETHIC. VAUVENARGUES . . .

Religion and ethics should be one and indivisible.
Evidence of the Common Ethic in the earliest civilizations
and in the lower culture. The Golden Rule and the idea
of Universal Brotherhood as old (or older) than recorded
history. . . . Vauvenargues, the Saint of Deism : his life
and maxims.

CHAPTER XI

SoME AsPEcTs oF THE NEw PsvYcHOLoOGY . .

The progress of thought retarded when a hypothe513
becomes an obsession, and when what is limited in scope
is given a universal application. . . . Many of the basic
ideas of new psychologists are well founded, but they are
prone to exaggeration, to sweeping assertion, and some-
times lack caution and common sense in the framing of
hypotheses. As modern psychology purports to be very
practical and far-reaching, and as it is so widely studied,
it is of the wutmost importance that these and other
pitfalls should be avoided.

CHAPTER XII

INDIVIDUALISM AND SoME ofF 1Ts FruUIiTs . .

Politica! economy, like psychology, not an exact scicnce
as it has to do with complex and unpredictable human
beings. Doctrines of Individvalism not universal but
local and temporary. . . . The rich man out of focus
with humanity as a whole. The contrast between
earning and getting. The corroding effect upon character
of the pursuit of wealth and luxury. The Golden Mean
between Individualistm and the spoon-fed brand of
Socialism.

CHAPTER XIII

To-paAy: CURRENTS AND CROSS-CURRENTS . . .

The world-changes of the last bundred years have enor-
mously increased human potentiality for good, or for
evil. The greater need for clear and unbiassed thought.

FPAGE
142

149

180



CONTENTS I3

PAGE
. . . The present state of religion and the need of wider

religious knowledge. The danger of payment for the
advocacy of ideas and the temptation to casuistry. . . .
Reason does mnot necessarily reject intuition, inward
experience or mysticism ; but it may question the inter-
pretations put wpon them. . .. The whirl of modern
life, A new trumpet call needed for the New Time.

CHAPTER X1V

To-MORROW AND AFTER. FORWARD TO THE GOLDEN
AGE . . . . . . . . . . 199

Good government cannot cxist without good citizens.
This suggests the need of a Religion which should be
mainly ethical. The Rallying-points of a Universal
Religion. . . . The quest after the good and well-
proportioned life is the greatest adventure possible to
the human spirit.,

BIBLIOGRAPHY . . . . . . . . . 217

InDEX . . . . . 219



