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PREFACE

The problem of human welfare, befere which all others seem
trivial in comparison, is not ta be understood without the widest
attainable knowledge of things pertaining to man. Up to the
present time the economist is undoubtediy the one who has made
the most searching and the most effective study of this problem.
But other light is needed and a wider view is nccessary than the
economist is in the habit of taking. The present volume is com-
piled for the purpose of presenting to the student, in convenient
form, material for this wider view. It is based upon twelve years
of college and university teaching. The selections presented are
those which the compiler has found by experience to be the most
instructive, the most stimulating, and the most thought-provok-
ing. No attempt has been made to select only such passages as
embody the compiler’s views, or even to sclect such as are inva-
riably sound and accurate. The fact that a passage has proved
brilliantly suggestive and provocative of serious inquiry has, in
several cases, been the chief reason for including it.

It is the hope of the compiler that this volume may prove use-
ful both to the college student and to the general reader. In
college.classes it is designed to be used as supplementary to an
elementary text-book, as collateral reading to a course of lectures,
or as a basis for class-room discussions. The latter is by far the
most effective method yet devised for the teaching of the social
sciences, and in connection with this method the compiler ven-
tures to hope that this volume may prove especially useful.

The compiler wishes to express here his gratitude for the many
courtesies which he has received from authors and publishers.
He is under especial obligation to Messrs. D. Appleton & Co,
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A.C. Armstrong & Co., Adam and Charles Black, Albert Fonte-
moing, Henry Holt & Co., Houghton, Mifflin & Co., the Mac-
millan Company, james Pott & Co., and Charles Scribner's
Sons ; also to the editors of the Political Science Quarterly, and
of The Anunals of the American Academy of Political and Social
Science, and to the following gentlemen: Professors Simon N.
Patten, Lester F. Ward, Edward Van Dyke Robinson, and Wil-
liam Z. Ripley, and Messrs. A. Cleveland Hall and D. MacGregor
Means,

He wishes also to acknowledge his indebtedness to many of
his former students, whose interest and enthusiasm, whose criti-
cisms and suggestions in the regular classroom discussions, and
whose stimulating — often puzzling — questions, both within and
without the class room, have been a guide in the selection of the
material for this book.

T. N. CARVER
HARVARD UNIVERSITY

January, 1906
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