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AUTHOR’S PREFACE.

This study of the problems of primary cducation
mn India is bazed on official reports and the publications
of Christian Missions, and is intended for those vho
are insercsted in the subject hut have not the time io
g0 through the literature referred te. Where different
views exist | have presented them faithivlly, and have
refrained frunr subeeribing to any particular view.

Certain fundamental difhiculties are already mani-
fest in earryving out the programmes zdopted in
different provinces for a fight adainst illiteracy under
the voluniary  system  of  educarion, and ecarciul
experinments alone can show the way out. Christian
Missions, which led the way in higher educutivn in this
counrry and interested themselves in the organizadion
of primary cducation a quarter of a cenrury before the
Stare assurned responsibility in this dirvection {vide
Firet report on primary education in Bengal, by .. E.
Biss, P 10}, appear also to have taken the lead in
vitulising the work of present-day primary schools.
Alrcady a large body of valuable cxperrences ts uvail-
able. These are derived from experimoents copducted
in  different parts of the country. Non-Christians
vastly excecd the Christians among the pupils in the
mission schools, and the Missions have recofalsed that
any educations) policy they adept musi necesurily take
the huge rnon-Christian cumber into account {vide
Report of the missionary conference on  industrial
education in Indiz held ar Atlahabad in Marel, 1924,
P. 9-pubiished by the Nationul Christiun Counci! of
India, Burma and Cevlon). The genera! characieristics
of mission primary schools, viz., one-tencier school,
small attendance, over-lapping of schoels and small
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proportion of traincd ieachers are also those ol non-
mission  schode. The lines o lmprovemenr which
the Mission: have endersken niest, theresore, he of
interest vnd velge 10 those coneerned with non-mnission
cavcation.  {his v the view  of 0o less an guthority
thar, S diichact Scdler who, 0 commending the
Repurt of  the Alasionary Commision on vitlage
cducation b dpdin, M9 remaerked gt Unod only
the missionory rociies of the Unbed Kindfom and of
Nerth Amerioa, b dhe Government of Indi and the
Indiva provenels] administrators will find guldarce in
the Repord.”

The accon of the progress  of  compulsory
pricary e duessioe given in chapter 1 needs edifiionon
b octew of the fuet, which has been mude public since
4 tarde patg of ibe mapuscript was in 1ype, tho ia the
United Provinves  compulsory primary eduveniion for
hoviu i 1o be calorced in 23 municipalities and that thy
Chorageng municpality, in Bengal, s rendy to adopi
(‘UTI‘.D'11~§'.;I]. .

Foar: indobred o the Rev. WL Puton, Secrerary to
ihie Nattonad Christian Council of Indiz, Burmia and
Cevion, for the kindlvy help he has given me with
gpdoeainegs redarding the recent mission cxperiments
andg by placond o o disposal soine publications related
thereteo.

I wish tn capress my gratitude 1o Mr, B F. Onten,
Pirecior of Peblic Tasirocrion, Benzzl, for kimdiy
writing e Tnrroduction to tns Yttle book and for the
generaus fermn 10 which he refers to my effort.

{ redret the ocecurrence of some typogruphical
errcia, a hst ob which is given at the cnd of this stndy.

CALCUTTA,
ember. S C ]11,
November, 1925. C. Bast
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INTRODUCTION.

There is a2 very widespread ignorance on the subject
of Primary {“ducation in India. A necessary preli-
minsry to the creation of a sound public epinion on the
subject is an increase of knowledge., Without rthat
knowledge the demand for ap advance towards tie
standards of Furope and Awmerica in respect of mass
cducation is made without realisation of the implica-
tions of the problem. It is a4l to the good that the
knowledde  which must form the basis of any
counstructive thought or action in connexjon with the
greatest of all problems which now face the educational
reformer in India shou!ld be made easily uccessible.

Mr. S, C. Basu brings a varied experience to his
task. He was educued in a University (n America,
that country which has itsell grappled with imimense
problems in rura} cducation, and hus in consequence
been able to supply the world with sound thinkers and
warkers on the problem, from which India among orher
countries  has  Jdirectly  benefited. He has been a
professor of Poliical Feonemy in an Igdian collede,
and 1s therefore not likely to underrate the economic
difficulties in the way of vompulsors primary cducation,
Finally he has been an Inspecter of Sclools, in which
capacity he has been able to study the schools ar first
hand, and realise their pitiful inadequacy, and the
immensity of the problem which suil awaits a selution,
With  such  an  uvnusual  combination  of  varicd
experiences, Mr. Basu should prime focic be in a
position to enable his readers, even though they may



(v )

not have lime to read blue books or reports, to glimpse
ar least the dim outline of rhe subjecr with some feeling
of securtty thai they are not being given false or
distoried impressions.

-%- The problem of primary education can be summed
up in a fow questions. How shall we pav for the
schools necded?  What shalt we teach in these schools?

Ought we to compel all boys to attend, present
feelindg and present condiiions being what they are?
Can we possitly extend such compulsion to girls?
How can we get the neczsary teachers trained? Who
shull poy for their trainingr  Shall primary education
be free o shoeld fees be charged?  What rype of schoo!
shali we Suild? Whihe shonld control and adminisier
thuse schocis?  How should the aoeessary meney be
ratsed, hv provineial or by local txation?  And dust,
and most fandasentat of all, con the country, v it
prescc o eongomic condition, support universal primary
education?

It Iz easy 1o ask these questions, The muir who can
answer them has ot solved the problem, hecause he
has to persuade or iegaliv compel his fellows to aecept
his answers, but he has gone sonme way rowards under-
standing ot

To :ome of these questions answers will be fovad
in this shart surver. A specially interesting chupter !
Mro Base's heek iv that tn which he deals wub the
guestion of the adiustment of education to the pupil’s
environment. e cites some of the valuable experi-
ments which the Missions, to which Indiun educarion
awes so much, are muking. As T read his chapter, |}
recalled to my mind 2 passage from o recent report:

“Gifted bove from the unpriviteged classes and
particularly from the agricultural  population arc

r
i
]




(v}

attracted to the high school. Years of leisure for these
children are often provided by parents who are
scarcely able to bear the burden, and a costly ferm of
instruction is provided by the State. What is the
return on this expenditure? These young people
whether they leave before or after graduation forsake
the life of their own people, develop a contempt for
manual labour, seek membership in the intellectual
occupations, drift to the towns and cities, and in many
instances prey upon their more ignorant fellows. They
lose all desire to participate in those basic economic
activities of agriculture and industry which have been
the support of man since he emerged from barbarism,
and which must remain his chief support for genera-
tions to come. They get no satisfaction from handling
the plow, hammer and saw, but seek salaried positions
in professions, commerce or Government office. To
be sure, individuals must be prepafed for such occupa-
tions, but no school that points in this direction can
adequately defend the policy of attracting large
numbers of pupils.” .

This was written in 1925 in an official report
on education in the Phillippine Islands. The passage
referred of course to secondary education. A similar
failure of adjustment between the school and the social
environment has taken place in regard to secondary
education in India. A second f{ailure, different in
character, but equally disastrous in result, is possible
in primary education in Bengal, if 2 great move
forward is attemipted before all its implications and
needs have been fully thought out and the necessary
adjustments made. Primary education among a
population like that of rural Bengal should possibly
mean something more than literacy only, and by
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!udblc experimenis the Missions are attempt-
S o and demonstrate what this “something
. iy he The seport on the Phiilippiie
cdacativn ssoem cerorred 1o above savs: A hirst
grcet purpuse of e indusirial work {in clemncentary
schouly) may he said o lioe heen achieved, Tt has
bocn cerabibincd without guesiiom ihat the work con-
dics  culnsaniaily o elevating standaros of living
g o teachms she control of ~ome of the means by
sritdards af ving are ainiained. It has been
deinonstrated rthat it s fundomennily sound as a part
Ceoitron sl wvatern.” How far ohis apnlies,
wr oo ne made 0 npiv, s ndia con be demonsirated
o by oeaneimenr, but obviousiy there 1= o vast teld
of ciplormtion and constructive  thouain and  action,
Btooomiey, Boweves, ws g canrper o be told by Me. Dasu

want e deadiless perfectly rrue, that the parent 5 not
inothe teos cotrwicd by oo oruralised carricwlonn Tods
however sumy camsolation o remember that the parent
tsonet alwavs rsht,

For the rest of Mr, Busu's book, 1 must intreduce
it wiihout comment, merely expressing my satisfaction
thit ore more stone has been thrown into the pond of
apathy inowhich the subject is deneralls immersed. For
in s meirer of oprimary cdueation,  the  public
conscience must never be allowed o rest, but must be
rauscd from sleep as often as poaible. In the words
of an erthusias! quored by Mr, Basu we must “kecp
on preaching cducarion and have all our pastors and
pren vcis and  workers centinually preaching it and
druisniing it into the ears of the pecple.”  So only will
the - v be prepared.

CALCuTIA.
SNewearher, %, 1925

F. F. OateN.
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