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PREFACE

More than iaree—~fourths of Indin's population live: in villages. The
developmenty of the country, therelore, cannot be thought of in isolation
of the living conditions of its rural masses, Owviously, the growth of
infrastructural facilities in willages has an impact cn the developnent
process in rural areas. Inforwation on the availability of varicus faci-

lities in villages is, thus, cruecial Tor planning and resegrch purposes.

The rational Sample Survey Crganisation in its endeavour to provide
information on various indicators of socio—economic development, has collec—
ted. data on 'villa,2 facilities' in some of its past rounds, Such inforna-
tion was also collected by the NS0 in its 44ih Rouné during July '88 to
June !89 for areas where the concentration of scheculed tridbe population
wag relatively highk, During the 471t round (July—Dece:ber, 1?91) survey,
the NSS50 again collected informetiorn on apecific infrastructuirsl and crgani-
saticnal facilities relating to education and cultural activities in the
Indism villages, besgides data on other socio-economic parareiers. The present
report contains the wain findings on educational and cultural facilities o

cuyrently available to rural masgses,

The schedule design was guided by a Wor-iug Group set-up by the
Governing Council of the NSSC, While the fisld work for the survey was
done by the Field Operation Division of NS30, the collected data were procee
ssed and tabulated by the Data Processing Diviasion of the Orzanisation.
This repori was preparcd by the Survey Design and Researcn Division, I am
srateful to the Jeads of each of the sbove Divisions and their colileazues
but for wiose painstaking efforts this report could not have boen brought
out, The earlier version of the report was critically ezamincd by Dr.
A.3.L. Srivastava, former Professor at Wational Council of Educational
Research and T&€.ning. The suggestions made by him did help us in iwproving

the report and the efforts uade by him are smincerely acknowlcdgsd,

I Lope thatv the present rcport will serve as a helpful refercnee
dccument to planners and policy makers working in the arca of social

development.

SeS. SRIVASTAVA
Chief Xxzecutive Officer

National Sample Survey
New Delhi.: ZBo31,.199 Organisation
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