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PREFACE TO THE FOURTH EDITION.

To the fist edition of this work there should have becn
prefized o definite indication of its origin; and the mis-
apprehensions that have arisen iz the absence of such
mdicution, ought before now to have shown me the need
for sepplying it.

Though reference was made 11 a note on the first page
of the origival preface, to certan Essays entitled “ Progress:
its Law and Uauze,” aod “Transcendental Physiology,” as
contaning generalizations which were to be elaborated in
the “* Nystene of Philoxophy *7 there set forth in programme,
veb the dates of these Essays were uot given ; nor was there
uny indication of their eardinal importance as containing,
in o brief form, the gener | Theory of Evolution,  No clear
cvidence to the contrary standing in the way, there has
veen very generally urtered and accepted the Lelicf thue
this work, and the works following 11, ovighmted after,
and  resulted from, the special deoctrine  contmiued in
Me, Darwin’s Origy of Spacies,

The lesay on “}S’rngl‘(}ssz its Lyw aud Cause,”” coexten-
givein the theory it contains with Chapters XV, XVL XVI1,
and XX.in Part IL of this work, was tivst published o the
Westwinster Reviae for April, 1857; and the lssay in
which is briefly sep forth the general truth elabovated iu,
Chapter XIX,, originuliy appeared, uuder the title of < The

«



n PREFAGE TH 'THe POCRTH EDITION.

Ultimats Laws of Physiology,” in the Nufivi! Review for
October, 1857, Turther, I wmay point out that in the first
edition of The Principles of Psyrholoqy, pablished in Jduly
1855, mental phenminena are interpreted cutively from the
evolution point of view ; and the words used in the titles of
sundry clinpters, imply the presence, at that date, of ideas
more widely applied in the Essiys just uaned.  As the first
edition of The Origin of Speefes did not make its appearance
till October, 1859, it 13 manifest that the theory set forth in
this work and irs suecessors, bad an origin independent of,
aud prior to, that which 15 commonly assumed to have tui-
tated jt.

The distinetness of origin might, indecw, have been in-
ferred from the werk itself, which deals with Evolution
at large—Ineraanie, Ovganie, and Snperaorganic—in teims
of Alatter and Motion ; and tenches but hrerefly on those
pavticular  processes so Juminensly  exhibited by My,
Darwin,  Tn § 159 cnly, {p. +i7) when illastrating  the
law of *The Mulrniphication of  Fifeers)” as nniversally
displayed, have 1 lad occasion to refvr to the doctrine
set forth in the Cigin of Spnedes: prointing out that the
general eause b obnd previonsly assigned for the produe-
tiou of divergent varctios of arounisime, wonld net sullice
to acconnt for all the facts withous that special eanse
tdisclosed by Mreo Ihewin, The absenee of this Passn e
wanld, of conrse, leave o sevious gan in ihe general argn-
wenr ; but the remainder of the werk would stand exictly
as 1t now does, )

1 do nor make this explumtion in the beliof that the
prevailing misapprebension will theeehy soon ha rectificd ;
for 1 am conscious that, onee having beeome caerent,
wieny belicfs of this knad dong persist—all disproofs nor-
withstiding., Nevertheless, 1oyvicld to the snggestion
that unless [ state the facts as they stand, T il égminug
$o vountenance the misappreliension, sud cannot expect i
to ceu-o,



PRLFACE TO THE TOTLTH EDITION, vii
With the exception of unimportant chavges in one of
the notes, and some typographical corrections, the fext of
this edition is identical with that of the last. T have,
liowever, added an Appeadix dealing with ceriain eriti-
ctzms that have been passed upon the generul formula of
Livelution, and upon the plilosophical doctrine whieh
precedes it

May, 1330,



PREFACE TO THE THIRD EDITION.

Tue fresh supply from time to time printed from the
steveotspe-plates of this work, has been, in some cases,
entirely like the preceding supply; while, in other cases,
the plutes kave nndergeone more or less alteration.  Hence
the number of the edition dees not correspond with the
number of the thoussnd. ln purswance of an ordinary
practive of the book-trade, which T disapprove becanse it
is misleading, the title Third Editien was, without my
kuowlodoe, given to one of the thousands which differed in
no way {rom the preceding thousand.

This, iowewer, 12 really 2 Thied Edition, Besides some
minor alrerations swhich 1 need not specify, there have been
extensive change<in the Chapters on the “ Indestruciibility
of Matier,” “The Continmity of Motion,” and “ The
Persistence of Foree”  Originally written in 1861, when
the doctrive respeciing the quantitative relations of the
Piy=ieal forees had not rewched its developed form, these
chapters Juve tew been reewritten for the purpose of
hartenizing them with that doetrine as it is at prosent
undirstood s some differenees of conception and terwinology,
bemyy, however, tntentionully vetuined,

OGctoler, 1875,



PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION,

Waes the First Edition of this work was published, I sup-
posed that the general theory sct forth in its Second Part,
was presented in something like a finished form; but sub-
scquent thought led me to further developments of much
importance, and disclosed the faet that the component
parts of the theory had been wrongly put together.
Even in the absence of a more special reason, I had decided
that, on the completion of the Principles of Biology, it would
be proper to suspend for a few months the series I am
issuing, that I might make the required re-organization.
And when the time had arrived, there had arisen a more
special reason, which forbade hesitation. Trauslations into
the French and Russian languages were about to be made
—had, in fact, been commenced ; and had 1 deferred the
re-organization the work would have been reproduced with
all its original imperfections. This will be a sufficien
explanation to those whe have compluined of the delay in
the issue of the Principles of Peychology.

The First Part remains almost unicuched: two verbal
alterntions cnly, an pp. 43 and 99, having been made to
prevent misconceptions.  Part 1., however, is wholly
transformed. Iis first chapter, on “laws in General,” ia
omitted, with a view to tle inclusicnm of it in one of the
latter volumes of the series. Two minor chapters disappear.
Most of the rest are transposed, in groups or singly.
And there are nine new chapters embedying the further
developments, and serving to combine the pre-existing
chapters into a changed whole. The following scheme in
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which the new chapters are marked by italics, will give an

idea of the wransformation :—

First EpiTInN.

The Law of Evolution.

The Law of Evolution {contitued},

The Corsey Featiiinte

Spmee, Tune, Matter, Mution, and
Foree,

The Indesteuceibility of Matter,

The Continuity of Motion,

The Puersistence of Force.

The Correlativn and Fquivalence
of Forves.

The Dircetion of Motion.

The Rhythm of Motion.

The Cundidions saser?inl 19 Dewe

bt

The Instability of the Humo-
geneous,

The Mutipiication of Effects,

Diervntiution and Integration,

Emqulibration,

Summary and Conelusion.

Secoxr EprTioN,

Philosophy Defined.
The Data of Philosophy.

Space, Time, Matter, Motion,
and Furee.

The Industructibility of Matier.

The Continuity of Motiou.

The Persistence of Force.

The [ersistence  of  Kelnt ous
among Forees.

The Transformation and Equi-
valence of Forces.

The Direction of Motion.

Fhe Rbythm of Motion.

Lecapitulition, Criticizm,
Foconineneemend

and
Evolulion and $Hssolution.

Simple and Comp und Ecolution,
TheLaw of Evolution.

) Ra-ar-
The Lawof Evolution | 1heed
- . =
{eontinued). with ad-
TheLawof Evolution | ditious.
(continned).
The Law of Evolutime (con-

clindid ).
The Inferprofution of Fvelutiou.
The Instubility of the Homo-
reneous,
Tlhe Multiplicution of Ellvcta.
Segregation,
Eqgudibration,
Dissolntion,

Summary and Condlusion {Re-
written),

Of course throughout this re-organized Second Part

the

nembers  of  the

geetions

have  been  changed;



PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION.

Xi

and hence those who possess the Principles of DBiology, in
which many references are made to passages in First Prin-
eiples, would be inconveniemced by the waut of corre.
spondence between the numbers of the sections in the ori-
ginal edition aud in the new edition, were they without any
now numbered.
The anpexed list, showing whbich section answers to which
in the two editions, will meet the requirement :—

means of identifying the sections as

First
it
$13

41
45
46
47
48
49
30
5l
YA
53
RE

(v g
(14
Al

Serond

Edit.
§119
117
118
120
121
122
123
124
125
126
128
129
{130
131
132
133
134
135
136

137

First Second

Bdit,  Fein
(107
108

109

110

§56< 111
112

113

114
s
61 46
62 47
63 48
64 49
63 50
66 52
67 53
68 54
69 55
70 56
57

Firsh
i

$72
73
T4
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
99
91

Becond
Fulit.

§58
%)
60
61
G2
66
67
63
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80

First
Eiit

§92
93
94
95
96
97
98
99

109

110

111

112

113

114

115

116

117

118

119

120

Beeond
Elit,

§81
82
83
8t
85
86
87
88

149

150

151

152

153

154

155

156

157

158

159

160

First  Becond
E it Edil
§121 §161
122 162
123 163
124 164
125 165
126 166
127 167
128 1638
129 169
130 170
131 171
132 172
133 173
134 174
185 175
136 176
177
137{183
141 193
145 194

The original stereatype plates have been nsed wherever
it was possible; and hence the exact correspondence be-
tween the two editions in- many places, even where adjacens
pages arc altered.

FLondon, November, 1867,






PREFACE.

T'a1s volume 13 the first of a series deseribed in a prospecius
originally distributed in March, 1860, Of that prospectas,
the annexed is & reprint.

A SYSTEM O PHILOSQPHY.

Mg, HErRBERT SPENCER proposes fo issue in pericdical paris a
connected series of works which he has for several vears beern
preparing.  Some conception of the general aim and scope of
this series may be gathered from the following Programme.

FIRST PRINCIPLES.

Pant 1. Tar Uskxowanii—Carrving a step further the doctrine
put into shape by Hamilton and Mansel; pointing oul the various diree-
tions in which Science leads to the same conelnsions; and showing
that in this united Lelief inan Absolute that transeends not only human
knowledge but human cenception, lies the only possible reconciliation
of Science and Religion.

Part 1. Laws oF THE KxowaBLE—A statement of the ultimate
prineiples discernible throughout all manifestations of the Absolule—
shose highest generalizations now being disclosed by Scienee which are
severally true not of one class of phenomena hut of €/ classes of pheno-
mena; and which are thus the keys to all classes of phenomena.*

* Oune of these generalizations is that currently kuown as * the Consesvation of
Force; " o second muy be gathered from a published efay on # Prngress ;118 Law
and Cauwse; ™ a third is indicated im n paper on “ Transcendental Physivlogy; ”
and there aie several othere.



XV PRERACE.

[ In dosgical order should here come the application of these First Prinet-
ples fo Dnerginie Nuture,  But this great division it 1s proposed to pass
aver : guirlly because, eren withont #, the schemw Is fuo exlensive ; and
partly becanse the interpretalion of Organie Nulure after the proposed
wldind. {5 F more inonsdiate Dnportance,  The secomd work of the series
rerid terefore be—

THE PRINCIPLES OF BIOLOGY.
Vor L

Poge LTie Bany or Brotosy.—Ineluding those general traths of
Possics amd Cheanisory with which rationad Biology must set out.

T Pae o aeoes o Bioweny - <A statemont of the leanling gener-
Aratous which Nameahises, Puysivlugists, and Uompioarive Anatomists,
feave estabiishied,

I Tae Bvotevos s Lirg—Coneerning the speculation  com-
moenly known as o The Pevelopnwest Hypothesis” —its & préori and 4
{ U"f{‘l'!(‘l'i‘ (W) Llik'“l'(‘:.

You 1L :

TV, Mowrianosiea, YvLLoPMENT.— Pointing out the relations that

are vvervabiore traevable Lovween orginie formes anil the avernge of (he
various forees towhich they are suhivet s and secking n the cumulative
eilvcts ot sieh forees o theery of the forms,

Vo Povsoroarean evinornest. - Tle progressive differentintion uf
functions similarly treed s wna st

INECrpaet

al ag enusequent upon
St fooddierent sots of conditions,
VLI Laves or Mo arens enevebizatons respeeting the

thie esposnre of dil vent patsont g

rates af repreiuction o e virdons clisaes of s and asimaly; foi
fowed by au iyt o slow the dependenee ol these variations Lot
CErtaln eCe-sury ¢alives”

4 The Dcas to be developrin the seenal solnme of the Peiieiples of Biolens,
the wrirer B alvewdy ity osvyveescd o sundrey Heviow- Articies, Tart LV,

wll worh oat a deetTaoe susrested g paper on t Thie Lawe ot

Organie Form,™
publisin o the Medion-r

i Lo Ly, 13530 The gormy of Part
¥, s contated in the vesay on 2 Vrasecnontad Ph

vy T Bee faays, pp.
ARG, Andin Part VIl e untdded esitian vivaos ernulely expresaed 1o

»Theory of Populazicn,” pubbshed w the Westocrster Beren for April, 1852,
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]

TI[E PRINCIPLES OF PSYCHOLOGY.
Yo L

Panr 1. Tur Dara or Psvenorooy.—Treating of the general con-
sexions of Mind anl Life and their relations to other modes of the
tinknowable.

I[. Tue l¥prcrioss oF PaycHOLoGY. —A digest of sueh generaliza-
tions respeeting mental phenomena as have alrcady been empirically
eetablishred.

IT1. Gexpran SysTtHess—A republication, with additional chapters,
of the same part in the alreadv-published Principles o Psyehology.

IV, Spuoial SyNTHEDs—A republication, with extensive revisions
and additions, of the same part, &c. &e.

V. PuvysicAl SYNTHESIL—An attempt to show the manner in which
the succession of states of consciousness couforms to a certain funda-
mental law of nervous activo that follows from the First Prineiples laid
down at the oatset.

YVor. 1L

VE SpEcial AvaLysia—As at present published, Lut {urther elabor-
ated by some additional chapters.

VIL Gexmran ANanysis.—As at present published, with several
explanations and additions,

VI Cororranies.— Congi

ting in part nf a rumber of derivative
principles which form a necessary introduction to Sociology.®

THE PRINCTIPLES OF SOCTOLQGY.
Vou L

Parr 1. Twe Dt oF 800101067 — A staternent of the several sels
of factors entering into seetal phenomena—homan ideas anil feelings
cotisidered in theit necessury onder of evalution : surronnding natural
conditions; and those ever complieating conditions to which SBovciety
iselv gives arignn. a

IL T Inprorions or Socioresy,—General fucts, structural and
functional, as gathered from a survey of Societies and dicir clunges: in

* Tespecting the several additiens to be made to the Priveifes of Psychology,
it seems nevdtnl only to say that Tart V. is the unwritten division named in the
preface to that work—adivision of which the germ is contained in a vote on page
2+, and of which the scope has sinee been more detinituly stuted in a paper in
the Medico-Chirurgical Keciew for Tau, 1550,
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uther words. the empirical generalizations that are arrived at hy come
paring different soeicties, and snecessive phases of the same socicty.

[TE. Parrricar Owaaxization.—The evolution of governments, gene-
ral and local, as determined by natural cavses ; their several types and
wietamorphioses: their inereasing complexity «nd specialization ; and the
progressive limitation of their functions,

Vor TIT,

[V¥. FErcrisiastioal CroavizatioN, —Tracing the difftrentiation of
relitons government from seenlar: its successive eomplications and the
mubtiphication of scers; the growth and continved moditication of re-
ligions 3dens, as cansed by advancing knowledge and changing moral
characive: and the gralua! reeoneiliation of these ideas with the truths
af abstraet scienee,

V. CersvoxNian ORGas12aTioN.—The natural history of that third
kind of wovernment which, having a rommeon root with the others, and
slowly becominyg sepurate from and supplementary to them, serves o
regulate the minor actions of life,

VI Inprsteind Opeasvnos,— The development of produetive and
distribtive arencies, eonstlered. like the foregoiug, in its necessary
Ascs s compreiieding ot ondy the progressive diviston of Iabouer, and
the inereasing compiexity of caeh fndustrial ageney, bot also the suc-
cessive fovs of inlistrial government as passing through ke phases
with political governnient,

Vor. 111

Vil Livora Punstiss - The evolntion of Langnaves regarded ss
a lzdl\'n'lln)iu_;iv:ii provess deteriined by sueial conditions,

VL ixerniervan Proesss, - Treated from the same point of
view : incloding the crowth of elussifications: the evolution of selence
ont of common kanwledge o the wlvinee from qualitive 1o prative

previston, frome the indetinite 1o the detinite, and from the conerete to

the absiract,

IX. Esmuernie Proaeess, — The Fine Arts similarly dealt with s
tracing their geduad diferentiation fron primitive institations and from
each ather: their increasing varieties of development; and their ad-
vanee in reality of vxpression and superiorine of aim,

Xo Mo Py Foahibitng the gevesis of the slow emotiona,
maodifications which human watre undergoes in its aluptation to ths

“swend state,

LERAL-




PREFACE. xvi

XI. Tre Coxsevsus.—Treating of the necessary interdependence of
structares and of functions in each type of socicty, and in the successive
pluses of social development.®

THE PRINCIPLES OF MORALITY.
Vor, L.

Parr 1. TAE Data oF Morsvriry. —Generalizations furnished by
Biology, Psycholagy and Sociology, which anderlie a true theory of
right living: in other words, the elements of that equilibrium between
constitution and eenditions of exisrence, which is at once. the moral
ideal and the Umit towards which we are progressing.

II. Tue Ismpoerions or Mowsairy. —Those empirically-established
rules of human aclion which are registered as essential Jaws Ly all
vivilized nations; that is to say—the generalizationg of expedieney,

T, PrrsoNaL Moravs,.—The prineiples of private conduet—physical,
intellectial, moral and religious—that {uliow from the conditions to
compieie individual life: or, what is the same thing—those modes ot
private actior which must result from the eventual equilibration of in-
ternal desires and exiernal needs.

You. Il

IV. Justice. -The mutual limitations of men’s actions necessitated
by their co-existenee as units of a society—limitations, the perfeet
observanee of which constitutes that state of equilibriuun forming the
wout of political progress,

V. Niugarvr BexericrscE—Those secondary limirations, simtlarle
necessitated, which, thougl less important and not cognigable by law,
arc yet requisite to preveul mntial destruetion of happiness in various
indirect ways: in other words—those minor self-restraints dictated by
what may be called passive sympathy.

* Of this treatise on Sociology a few small fragmen*s may be found 1 already-
published essavs. Some of the ideas to be developed in Part 1. are indieated in
an article on % The Boefal Orvganism,”™ contained in the st number of the Hest-
minster Revicwe ;) thoee which Part V. will work ont, may be grthered from the
frst half of @ paper written some years sinee on “*AManners and Fashion ;™ of Part
VI1L the gevms are contained in an article en the ** Genesis of Scicnce;”” two
papers on ** The Origin and Funetion of Magie™ and ¥ 'The Philesnphy of Style,”
eantain snme ideas to be embadied in Part 1X. 5 and from « eriticisin of Mr. Bain's
work on** The Ematiens and the Will,"” in the last number of the Medico-Chirur-
greal fleview, the central idea to be developed 1n Purt X, may be inferred.

»
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VI, Dosttice Beserrersce,—Comprebending all mades of eonduet,
dietated by active svmparthy, which tmply pleasure in giving pleasure—
modes of conduet that sacia! adapration has induced and muost render
ever muse general; and whieh, in beeoming uiversal, must fill to the
full the possible ieasura of hawan happiness.®

In anticipation of the obvious criticism that the scheme here
sicetehed vat 1s too extensive, it may be rewmarked that an ex-
haustive rreatment of each topne is not lutended ; but simply the
estaii=hanent of prdneiples, with sueh Hiustrations as are needed
t ke Gaclr beavings iy anderstoad, 1o war also e pointed
out that, besides minor fFamsents, vie laree division (e Prieer-
pice of Peuclology) 13 alrendy.in grear pact. exeented,  And a
further reply s, that Tmpessible thongl it may prove to exeente
the wheee, yet nothing can be said against an attempt to set forth
the First l‘mmplv and to carry their applications as far as cix-
cumstiatices perns T

The price per Nummber to he halfz-erown; that i to sav, the
faur Numbers yvearly issued 1o be severatly delivered, post tree,
to al anbunt snbaeribers of Ten Shillings.

® Yar IV olthe Prancipfeos of Movadita will be co-extensive theugh not wles-
tiew:) with the first hadr of the writor's Social Statrcs,

This Programme T have thought well to reprint for two
rea~ous -—the one Leing that 1‘(‘ndar.~; may, Prom time to
thue. be able 1o aseertain what topies are vext o be dealt
with ¢ the ather Botne Ahar an aathine of the scheme may
remait, i oease it showdd never be completed,

The saevessive i]l’-‘l'l]]?!l‘lﬂi ol which this volime consiats,
woere e 1o the subseribers ot the following dates :—TPart,
Loipp. 1=-nih i Ohetober, 1860 Part T1. (pp. S1--176) 1n
.?;nm.i.'_\. ]*hl Paes TUL ipps 177=256) im0 April, 18615

1V, - 2700 m Oetober, 18“1; Part V., {pp_
35—t 14y in 3furuh, 1= and Tart VI (pp. 417—504)
i Jage, IRG25*
T o i, Jome Uik, 1862

* Theae Jdates and pagings of the divisions as originally issued, of course

do put apply to the voluive as it new stands, heyend page 123,
L
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