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FOREWORD

This book embodies the results of the socio-economic survey of
480 families of the Depressed Classes in South Kanara, carried out in
1945 by Dr.R.G. Kakade. The Servants of India Society had
deputed Dr. Kakade, who is one of its members, to South Kanara
to manage on its behalf the affairs of the Depressed Classes Mission
at Mangalore. This provided him with an opportunity to under-
take this survey. Dr. Kakade had, however, to carry out his survey
under heavy handicaps. He was an utter stranger to the district
and did not know the local languages. In consequence, the survey
could not adequately cover all the Depressed Class communities all
over the district. But this in no way detracts from the value of the
pioneer factual enquiry conducted by him,

The report describes in great detail, and with the help of
valuable statistical data, various social and economic disabilities
under which the Depressed Classes of South Kanara labour, It
unfolds a sad story of widespread illiteracy, abject poverty, bad
housing and ruinous indebtedness. Dr. Kakade has thrown a flood
of light on the appalling conditions under which the agrestic serfs
( Mulad Holeyus) and the ghat labourers, among others, work and
eke out a precarious living. Dr, Kakade analyses the causes of the
pitiable condition of the depressed classes and attributes it more to
economic than to social factors. He does not however content him-
self merely with a diagnosis of the disease, but suggests remedies for
its cure. It is to be hoped that his concrete suggestions for the
improvement of the condition of these down-trodden people will
receive the consideration they deserve,

The Indian Constitution as passed by the Constituent
Assembly provides for the abolition of untouchability ( Art. 17) and
prohibits discrimination in social and economic matters by one
community against another ( Art. 15). Dr. Kakade's report vividly
brings out how great a leeway will have to be made up if this ideal
is to take practical shape even in an advanced district like South
Kanara, A well thought-out plan spread over a stated period and
executed according to schedule, for ameliorating the condition of
the Depressed Classes not only in South Kanara, but all over the
country, is the only hopeful method of achieving real progress.
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The lines of such a comprehensive and constructive effort are
indicated in Dr. Kakade's report, If this method is adopted,
periodical investigations, as provided in clause 301 (1) of the Indian
Constitution, will have some meaning. They will enable us to
review the progress made and lead on to the further steps necessary
to increase the tempo of the ameliorative work for the uplift of the

Depressed Classes.

- New Delhi H. N. KUNzRrRU

18, Ferozshah Road }
November 22, 1049,



PREFACE

The movement for the elavation of the Depressed Classes
originated in South Kanara towards the end of the last century.
Essentially a part of social reform among the Hindus, it ebbed and
flowed for about two decades according to the degree of support it
could gather from the public in general and sympathetic officials in
particular. In the ’twenties the movement assumed political
colouring owing to its being included as an item in the political
programme of the Indian National Congress, As a result, a 1arge
number of ardent Congressmen in the district of South Kanara start-
ed actively participating in the movement and doing uphft work of
all kinds, The ameliorative work in the district by the Government
of Madras was confined Iargely to. educatlonal field till the “thirties.
Mahatma Gandhi's fast in 1934 for tesisting with his life the
Communal Award of the British Government gave a sudden spurt
to the movement. The issue of removing untouchability by and
through throwing open Hindu tempies to the Depressed .Classes,
now called Harijans, became for some time the cynosure for the
public. The all India Harijan Sevak Sangh was formed in the same
year for achieving the above objective and also for undertaking
other ameliorative measures among the Harijans. A Harijan Sevak,
a full-time worker, was appointed to work in South Kanara under
the guidance and supervision of the District Harijan-Sevak Sangh.
A network of Taluka Sanghs was soon woven in the district. The
years that followed witnessed hectic activities by all these Sanghs, to
be slightly interrupted by war conditions. During the regime of
Congress Government in the Madras Province a couple of important
Acts were placed on the Statute Book for the abolition of
untouchability in. public places and some other ameliorative
measuies adopted for improving their general condition. The war
years saw more or less the contmuuy of Government pohcv m. thJS
connectmn ‘ :

Agamst this background 1 always felt durmg my stay in South
K'gnara.that time had come for taking stock of the progress made by
different agencies, official and non-official, in ameliorating the
condition of the Depressed Classes in the district. It was felt that
such an attempt, if made, would help one in passing ‘under rapid
review the measures taken the difficulties encountered and the
tesults finally achieved- durzng a fairly Jong span of .50 vears,
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Krnowledge of these and other cognate questions was thought to be
highly useful for framing realistic policy in this connection for the
future, both for officials and non-officials. Further, no socio-
economic fact-finding surveys of the Depressed Classes in the
district or in a contiguous region on the West Coast of the pro-
vince were known to have been taken in the past, as are found for
some Untouchable Communities in some regions of the Bombay
Province.  Also to make up this deficiency, I decided to take a
socio-economic survey of the Depressed Classes in the districe.

Suth a survey being the first of its kind in South Kanara, I
thought it desirable to cover almost all the Depressed Class com-
munities not only from one taluka but throughout the district,
Thus, though the area selected for the survey was very wide, the
time to cover it with the help of interpreters was very short. Only
480 families belonging to various communities and living in about
93 villages and hamlets, could be approached within a period of
about four months, As a result, the survey could not but be
defused.

Not being conversant with any one of the local languages of
the district, I had to rely upon some friends to act as interpretets
in the course of the survey. 1 cannot adequately express my sincere
thanks to all of them who helped me in diverse ways in complet-
ing the survey. Though they are too numerous to be mentioned
here, I feel impelled to place on record the names of few of them,
such as, Me. 8, R, Mundkur ( nephew of Mr. M. S, Exambara Rao )
Mr. K. Koti; Mr. U, Ramchandra; Mr, B. M. Kudubi, B, A, L, T,
{Coondapur); Miss P, Nagu; Mr, K. K,P. Ram Pothawal (Karkal})+
Mr, N. Basappa: Mr. M. K. Babu Shetty ( Kasargod ); Mr, U,
Sukanas Acharya, B, sc,, L. T. and Mr, ], Wamana, Mr. V. 5, Kudva,
Managing Director, Canara Public Conveyance Company, gave me
a free passto go any time anywhere on the routes plied by the
Company in the district and also arranged for the priority for my
tnterpreters, for which act of kindness [ am extremely thankful to
him and the C,P.C, Co. The District Labour Officer and his
Department readily extended to me whatever help I needed during
my survey work, for which I must put on record my deep sense of
appreciation. But for the cooperation and help that I did receive,
this survey, [ am quite aware, would not have been completed. '

| cannot adequately express in words my gratitude to Prof,
D, R. Gadgil, Director, Gokhale Institute of Politics and Economics,
Boona, for going through the manuscript and also for making valua.
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ble suggestions on certain matters. Though some or mis suggestions
have been incorporated in this book, responsibility for the views
expressed therein is entirely mine, My thanks are also due to
Mr.N. V. Sovani, Assistant Director. Gokhale Institute, for his
esteemed help in editing the manuscript finally for the press.
Mr, B. V. Deodhar, formerly Assistant Statistician in the Gokhale
Institute, checked the tabular statements in the report for which
help I am thankful to him also. . :

Pandit Hriday Nath Kunzru, President, Servants.of India
Society, has laid me under deep obligation by agreeing to write
a foreword to this beok, in spite of his numerous pressing engage-
ments and preoccupations. I also owe grateful thanks to the
Servants of India Society for publishing this report as one of its
publications.

Poona 4.

Servants of India Society.}
November 23, 1949,

R. G. KAKADE
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CHAPTER 1
A. Geographical and Social Background

The district of South Kanara is situated on the Western Coast
of India, half way between Bombay and Cape Camorin and forms
the northernmost district of the Madras Presidency. It is bounded
on the north by North Canara ( Bombay Province), on the east by
Mysore State and Coorg, on the south by Malabar and on the west
by the Arabian Sea. It is about 150 miles in length and its width
varies from 20 to 50 miles. It is a broken low table-land which
spreads from the Western Ghats of Mysore and Coorg to the sea,
Several passes cross the ghats and connect the district with the
Deccan plateau.

The district is divided into six talukas. Four of them, viz,,
Coondapur, Udipi, Mangalore and Kasargod, are situated along the
seaboard from north to south, The remaining two talukas-Karkal
and Puttur are in the interior. The Amin Divi Islands, forming the
northern portion of the Laccadive group and running parallel to the

Coast-line at a distance of about 200 miles, are also attached to the
district.

The average annual rainfall of South Kanara comes to 154
inches, but it exceeds 200 incbes in the inte:ior sub-ghat regions.
The district is essentially a forest district. The slopes of the ghats
from north to south are clothed with dense forests of magnificent
timber and abounding in wild beasts. Generally, heavy forest
begins 20 to 30 miles from the coast. Even on the plains a large
portion of Karkal and Purtur talukas is covered with heavy forest,
and jungle is to be found everywhere on waste lands. The collec-
tion of minor forest produce, such as, honey, beewax, shigekai (or
soapnut ), myrobalan etc., affords employment to large number of
poor people and yields much forest revenue.

On the slopes of the Deccan plateau, where conditions are very
favourable, exist large number of plantations of coffee, tea and
rubber in Mysore, Coorg and Wynad. These plantations, the most
malaria-ridden, required thousands of labourers which were not
locally available in sufficiently large numbers, They, therefore,
provided a field for employment to the poor people in South
Kanara,



2

Agriculture is the pre-eminent occupation in so far as it sup-
ports more than 70 per cent of the population of the district. It
is practised in the plains close to the coast, and the bottoms of the
innumerable valleys of rich alluvial seil, which wind among laterite
hills and plateaus from the ghats to the sea. The staple crop of the
district is paddy, of which two, or even three, crops are grown every
year on a large portion of the well-watered low-lying lands. Next
in importance comes cocoanut, of which there are extensive
plantations all along the coast-line and the arecanut which is grown
more inland and especially in the shaded valleys on the slopes of the
ghats, or the spurs which run down from them in all directions.
The semi-forest products of pepper and cardammoms are grown
amongst arecanut plantations, the latter only in damp shady
places in some parts of Kasargod and Puttur talukas. Grams,
beans, hemp, ragi, sugarcane, tobacco and cotton are also grown in
the district, but not in considerable guantities, Cashewnut trees, a
wild growth, are found thriving in forests, but especially on the
slopes of low table-lands of laterite and in waste lands in the
vicinity of the coast. Ameang the fruits, jack, mangoes, bananas and
pine-apples are plentiful,

Besides the normal, kumari! and habkal? are the systems of
shifting cultivation followed in the district. While kumari 1s
practised in Kasargod and Puttur talukas only, the hakkal is carried
on everywhere throughout the district, even in the neighbourhood
of the coast,

Cultivation is carried on chiefly by means of hired labourers,
some of whom are agrestic serfs; while some others are bound to

1 "Numari js the name given {p cultivation which takes place on forest
clearings. A hill-side is always selected, on the slopes of which a space is cleared
ar the end of the year. The wood isleft to dry till the following March or April
and then Bornt,  In most localities the seed is sowo in the ashes oo the fall of the
frst rain without the soil being touched by iwmplement of any kind, bui ia the
taluka of Kasargod the land is ploughed. The only further operations are weeding
and f{encing. A small cropis taken cff the ground in the second year aad some
time in the third year, after which the spot is deserted unti! the juungle is suffici-
ently Lhigh to temgpt the kemari cutter to renew the process.’” The crops grown
in kwaeari are an inferior kind of paddy, ragi, cotton, tur, gingelly, caster seeds,
gram, chillies and vegetables of different sorts

2 " The cultivation of ordinary dry grain crops on land prepared by clearing
brushwood or scrul jungle or grass is termed hAakkal to distinguisk it from
kuwmar/, The crops and methods are the same asin kumari except that more
tillage is required and where there is no brushwood, burat earth or ash manure has
ta be brought and spread.'’ '
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their masters by a debt. The landowners are mainly Brahmins,
Bunts, Jains and Christians, Billavas, toddy-tappers, were also there
in the list, The Bunts, however, constitute the landowning and
cultivating class par excellence, both on account of their numerical
preponderance in that capacity and their almost complete absten-
tion from all other professions and occupations. Havig or Haiga
Brahmins and Chitpavan Bralhmins have devoted themselves
mainly to the ratsing of arecanut plantations. They and the Jains
entirely depended upon the services of hired labourers.

Industries support less than 10 per cent of the population in
the districe, The organised industries, such as, tile and brick-mak-
ing, pottery, coffee-curing, cotton weaving, coir-making, printing
etc. are largely localised in Mangalore town, which is the largest
town and the headquarters of the district. The other two
unorganised but important industries are toddy-drawing and catch-
tng and curing of fish. Fish are abundant in all the rivers of South
Kanara, which run upto about 15 lbs. in weight in the larger rivers,
Both these industries are carried on all over the district and provide
a means of subsistence to thousands of people.

The population is very dense in a tract running parallel to the
coast-line and extending into the interior from 5 to 25 miles.
Beyond this tract, towards the east, malaria prevails in a ravaging
form, sapping the vitality and wasting work-days of the poor
agricultural classes. The density of population per square mile
comes to 177 in Puttur as against 964 for Mangalore taluka. Asa
result of the sparse population and of the attraction of the estates
in the ghats, shortage of labour was felt in the interior parts of
Karkal, Puttur and Kasargod talukas, especially in busy seasons,

According to the 1941 census, the population of South Kanara
was 1524 lakhs. 73 per cent of these are Hindus, 14 per cent
Muslims, 9 per cent Indian Christians and a little less than one per
cent Jains and the remaining tribal. The Muslims were found
largely in Kasargod and Mangalore talukas, a large majority of
them being Maplas or Mapillas. Mangalore, Kallianpur (near Udipi)
and Puttur are the big centres of the Indian Christians, most of
whom are Roman Catholics, But the Christians are found scattered
all over the district, perhaps very thinly in Kasargod taluka,.
Numerically the Billavas were the largest community among the
Hindus. The worship or propitiation of tutelary deities and
* bhutas’ or demons, usually the spirits of deceased persons, domina-
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ted the religion of indegenous Hindu communities in the district.
The intfluence of Brabhmauism 15 very powerful, wich 1ts too
numerous and hardened castes and sub-castes distinctions, Udipi
and Subramanyam (Puttur taluka) are the strongholds of
Brahmanism and orthodoxy in the district, the former being the
original seat or matha of Madhwacharya who preached the
Vaishnavite philosophy of deaita or dualism in the thirteenth
century A. D, The seat or matha of Shankaracharva, the well-
known preacher of advaita (non-dual) philosophy of the seventh
century, is located at Sringeri in Mysore State near the borders of
the Udipi taluka. Allthis has helped to maintain the sway of
Brahmanism, the influence of which is still so great and powerful
that it has pervaded in a very subtle manner, even the non-Hindu
religions like Christianity and Jainism, Though Jainism dinered from
aorthodox Hinduism in respect of several essential tennets, Jains
agreed implicitly with the Hindus on other points, such as, division
of castes, Karkal and Mudbidri towns are still the strongholds of
the Jains. Gauda and Konkani Saraswat Brahmins, the Bunts, the
Tains and the Indian Christians are the most important and self-
conscious communities of South Kanara., Among them all, they
influence and control the economic and social life of the district.

South Kanara is a multi-lingual district. It is really a Tulunad,
Besides Tulu, the chief spoken languages are-—apart from the
European tongues and the Hindi-Hindustani-—Kanarese, Konkani
and Malayalam. Xonkant was the language of the Saraswat
Brahmins and the Indian Christians, Though Kanarese is the official
language and is unders:ood all over, it is the dominant language in
parts of the district north of Udipi, Malayalam was found in a
similar position in Kasargod taluka or towards the south of
Kumbla in Mangalore taluka,

90 per cent of the total population m South Kanara lives in
what are known as * West Coast villages', which are entirely differ-
ent from those in any other part of the Presidency, Except for
a few bazaars, the houses are not built in regular or irregular
streets. But almost each house, even the humblest, stands in its
own little compound or garden, The village here 15 an administra-
tive unit and may cover a wide area containing a great number of
isolated homesteads. It is this peculiarity coupled with the
luxurious vegetation of the West Coast, which gives the whole of
the district the appearance of a beautiful garden. 60 per cent of
the urban population lives in Mangalore alone.
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As a result of the peculiar geographical and social conditions
described above and owing perhaps to the historical and cultural
contacts with Malabar, the land where caste distinctions were so
hardened and refined to notorious perfection, untouchability still
prevails in a severe form throughout the districc of South Kanara.
The chapters that follow will reveal the miserable story of the
untouchable communities, which are known as the Depressed
Classes, in South Kanara excluding the Amin Divi [slands.

B. The Depressed Classes

A rigid demarcation or definition of the term ‘depressed’ is
very ditficult, almost impossible. Among the many circumstances
that go to produce the depressed state, untouchability is prominent.
The expression ‘Depressed Classes’ was thus taken to mean and {
includes communities ot castes whose contact was regarded as
polluting the higher castes,

It was not possible to ascertain the growth or decline in the
population of the Depressed classes in South Kanara from 1871
onwards when the first census was taken in India. For, these
classes were not shown separately from the Hindus. It wasin 1901
that the Caste Glossary was first prepared, drawing up the accounts
of Hindu castes as classified into a series of groups according to the
amount of pollution which they were supposed to carry. But since
then there was found to be much fluidity in the names of the
Depressed Castes. For instance, the Holeyas of South Kanara
agitated to get their name changed to Panchama. It was in 1919
that their agitation bore fruit and they offered their thanks to Lord
Pentland and the Madras Government for giving them the name of
Panchama, But within a decade or so the new name lost its charm,
The names Adi-Karnatak and Adi-Dravida have since caught the
fancy of the Depressed Classes. Communities or castes which could
not find place in the Caste Glossary of 1901 and in the subsequent
reports of the Anthropological Survey, seemed to have come into
existence in 1945. The groups which were mentioned by E. Thurston
as sub-castes of the Holeyas had stratified into regular castes among
the untouchables, which considered themselves higher in status
than the Holeyas. The idea that change of name would obliterate
the stigma of centuries perhaps led the Depressed Classes to give
up their old names and adopt new inoffensive and generic names
like Panchama, Adi-Dravida, Adi-Karnatak, Harijan etc. The
idea had proved vain and had been instrumental in adding some



6

more names to the existing ones. This tendency to change names
has unfortunately resulted in the dimunition of true population of
the communities concerned. To illustrate, the Census of 1901
returned the population of the Holeyas to be 1,17,763. Buc the
Census of 1921 recorded it as 75,565, Even after making an
allowance for conversion and emigration, it was not conceivable
that the population of the Holeyas decreased by about 36 per cent
within a period of 20 years. This difference could only be explain-
ed by saying that the missing numbers had disappeared under other
names not tabulated. From 1935 onwards, the new expression—
Scheduled Castes—came into vogue. The Scheduled Castes are the
castes which are included in Provincial Schedules of Back ward Castes
prepared under the Government of India Act, 1935. The new
cxpression has much wider denotation than the former Depressed
Classes which included only untouchable communities or castes.
The new Scheduled Castes included some backward touchable
castes, like Kudubi in Scuth Kanara, and hill tribes as well. It is
not known what consideratisns prompted leaders of the Depressed
Classes to make a demand for the Schedules in the present form.
What ever that tmay be, it might be said that the new change had
added to the existing confusion, instead of clearing it. For, the
available sratistics, meagre though they are, still remained
incomparable.

According to the 1941 Census, the district.of South Kanara had
a Scheduled Castes population of 93356, This population was
scattered, in varying strength, all over the district. To show how
it was scattered in different talukas Table No, 1 is prepared from the
*Village statistics—South Kanara Districe, 1943°,

Of all the talukas, Putiur had the largest population of the
Scheduled Castes which formed 13 per cent of the total population
for the taluka. Kasargod taluka stood second in regard to numbers
and third in regard to per centage to the total population. The
per centage of Scheduled Castes population to the total population
in Karkal was next to that of Puttur, The talukas of Mangalore
and Udipi were on par so far as per centage of the Scheduled Castes
population was concerned. Even though the taluka of Coondapur
had the smallest Scheduled Castes population, its per centage to the
total was higher than Mangalore and Udipi. On turning to the
frequency distribution of population, it would be seen that 131
villages out of 876 in the district had a Scheduled Castes population
of betwezn 26 and 50 persons, This worked out to over 16 per



TABLE NO. 1—DISTRIBUTION OF VILLAGES ACCORDING TO SCHEDULED CASTES POPULATION

T'opulation Coandapur Karkal Kasargod Mangalore Puttur Cdipi Total
25 & Below 17 3 8 34 14 15 | 91
26— 50 2z 13 i5 43 15 23 \ 131
St—75 1y 21 6 24 19 20 109
76-1C0 13 11 16 26 21 25 112

101-125 17 20 20 20 14 11 102
126- 150 ; 7 11 G 6 16 7 33

151-175 | 1 8 4 9 18 2 42

176-200 : 4 5 3 5 14 2 i5

201-250 3 6 8 4 24 6 51

251-300 3 5 7 3 13 3 34

301-350 \ 3 3 7 13

351-400 i z i 3 6

401-450 5 2 i 8

451-500 3 1 4

501 & over | 7 4 E) 1 15
Total 106 106 115 179 184 116 806

Total IPopula’ion 1,592,240 1,53,479 \ 3,42,301 391,271 2.20,701 2,50'347 15,17,339
S. C. Population 8,510 12,485 |‘ 21,421 16,504 28,851 10,585 98,356
% of 5. C. to Total 537 81% 62 % 42 % 13 % 427 65 %
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cent, the highest of all the groups. Nearly one third of these
villages were from Mangalore taluka alone, accounting for
about 25 per cent of the total villages in the taluka. Broadly
speaking, 545 or 676 per cent of the total villages had a Scheduled
Castes population of 125 persons or about 20-25 families. This
applied to about 82 per cent of the villages in Coondapur, Udipi and
Mangalore talukas. Only 45 per cent, the lowest of all, villages in
Puttur answered that description. The remaining two talukas, viz,
Karkal and Kasargod lagged behind the total per centage in this
respect, with 56 per cent and 64 per cent respectively. On proceeding
further in the descending order, it would be seen that about 22 per
cent of the total villages recorded Scheduled Castes population of
between 125 and 230 persons or about 25-50 families, and the
remaining about 11 per cent had more than that, The three
northern coastal talukas viz. Coogpdapur, Udipi and Mangalore,
recorded 13-14 per cent of their villages as having 25-50 Scheduled
Castes families. As against this nearly 40 per cent of the villages
in Puttur taluka fell in this group. Another interior taluka,
Karkal, returned 28 per cent of its villages with that much popula-
tion, while Kasargod was nearer to other coastal talukas than the
interior talukas in this respect. It was found that about one fourth
of the villages in Kasargod, as against 16 per cent in Puttur, contain-
ed more than 50 families of the Scheduled Castes. All this meant
that while the Scheduled Castes population was scattered in small
bits in the three northern coastal talukas, it lived in greater strength
in comparatively larger number of villages of Kasarsod and Puttur
talukas. Karkal showed neither tendency in a remarkable degree.
Furcher, it meant that more than half the Scheduled Castes popula-
rion lived away from the seaboard, in the malaria-ridden tract.

The population of the Scheduled Castes taken alopne might fail
to give any precise idea about their proportion to the total popula-
tion in rural areas. Table No, 2 is, therefore, compiled to show the
frequency distribution of the ratioes of the Scheduled Castes popula-
tion to the total population in all the villages in the district.

The present table read along with Table No. 1 showed what
ditference did the ratio of Scheduled Castes population to the total
population 1n villages make The greatest number of villages, viz.
293, recorded between 1 per cent and 5 per cent Scheduled Castes
population, This formed about 36 per cent of the total number of
villages in the district. The talukas of Kasargod, Mangalore
and Udipi had their greatest number of villages in this group,
accounting for 381 per cent, 57.5 per cent and 63.7 per cent of their
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respective totals. The greatest number shifted to the next group of
5 per cent to 10 percent in the case of Coondapur and Karkal talukas.
But it worked at 45 per cent and 40 per cent of their respective totals,
In the case of Puttur taluka the mode shifted still lower down to
the group of 10 per cent to 15 per cent, recording only 27-7 per cent of
the total number of villages in the taluka. Udipi and Puttur were
the two extremes, one recording the highest and the other lowest per
centage of villages which contained 1 per cent to 5 per cent Scheduled

TABLE NO, 2—THE RATIO OF SCHEDULED CASTES
TO THE TOTaL POPULATION IN VILLAGES

[}
, [ < of Scheduled 2 | _ F £ o
s Castes to the = - b r 2 | B
. | Total Population | & t: g @5 | = Total
W I 8 = 3 g 0 R D
: o oA
i |
1 Na Population 2 5 11 1 e 9
2 Below 1%  : 6 t o6 8 5 26
3 1% to 5% 35 18 , 44 103 | 15 74 293
4 5% to 10% 48 43 1 36 . 54 . 44 | 32 257
]
3 10% ta 157 {8 27 ) 12 8 31 3 103
|
6 157 to 207 2 1410 2 | 43 1 72
Sa . ) }
1 i
7 202 to 307, 1 1 i 2 | 3 l 29 1 37
| ' .
8 30 to 407 2 l U \ ] 2
g 402 to 50% ‘ D 1 1
i j i
Total 106 | 106 J 115 ) 179 184 1 116 806
j : \

Castes population. Mangalore almost closely followed Udipi
in this respect, the other talukas hovering round the total per
centage. On either side of the peak for the district as well as the
talukas, the size of the groups went on diminishing, in some cases
very jerkily. The next position of concentration was in the group
of 5 per cent to 10 per cent, in all the cases except Coondapur and
Karkal talukas. Excepting Puttur, in all the talukas and the district,
the mode lay in either of these two groups. In more than four fifths
of the wvillages in Coondapur, Udipi and Mangalore talukas the
proportion of Scheduled Castes to the tatal population was between
1 per cent and 10 per cent. Less than one third of the villages in
Puttur had that much proportion of population in them. 69 per cent
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anid 37 per cent villages in Kasargod and Karkal talukas respectively
answered that description. 41 per cent and 67 per cent of the
villages in Karkal and Puttur talukas respectively recorded more
than 10 per cent Scheduled Castes population in them, as against less
than 10 per cent villages 1n the northern three costal talukas and
less than 20 per cent in Kasargod. Out of 37 villages in the district
which had 20 per cent to 30 per cent Scheduled Castes population, 29
belonged to Puttur taluka alone.

The distribution of Scheduled Castes papulation in villages and
urban areas and the proportion of their strength to the total popula-
tion tn each village and town determined the extent to which civic
rights, even if they were guaranteed, could be enjoyed by them.
The smaller the proportion of their papulation, che mare difficult it
was for them to assere their rights.  Scattered population also made
adoption of ameliorative measures rather ditbcult, Assuming that
there were no powerful factors to counteract it, the position of the
Scheduled Castes in Karkal, Puttur, and to some extenc Kasargod,
was such as to enable them to assert their civic rights. In
Coondapur, Udipi and Mangalore the position was not hopeful from
thts point of view, as the Scheduled Castes population was scattered
in large number of villages and there too in a very small proportion
in each wvillage.

Qut of the Scheduled Castes in South Kanara the following
Depressed Class communities were listed: (1) Baira or Byagara (2)
Baithada, (3) Bakuda, (4) Godda, (5) Karadhi, (6) Kaipuda, (7)
Koraga, (3) Madiga, (9) Maila, {10) Manisaru, (11) Mari Holeya,
(12) Mera, (13) Muguara or Mogera, (14) Mundala, (13) Nalkeyava
or Nalke, (16) Parava, (17) Pihiya, (13) Polaya, (19) Pombada, (20)
Ranivay or Ranevar, (21) Samagar, (22) Thoti or Toti and (23)
Kudi and Periangal Vettuvan, There were neo such communities
known as Panchama, Adi Dravida or Adi Karnatak, They were
more generic than specific caste titles, and so were not included
n the list.

Some of the above castes were not mutuatly completely exclu-
sive, Residence in different parts of the same district had caused
a scction of a caste to gradually so differ from the parent stock that
it became a new caste. Insrances of this are the Karadhis, Manisaru
and the Mailas who were Mari Holeyas but were known by
different caste names. Intermarriages were not as common as
interdining among them., Change of occupation was also instru-
mental in bringing about a new caste. The Upparas and the
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Mundalas were a case in point. The original difference between
the two had slowly disappeared and even the Upparas were no
longer connected with the salt making. [nterdining between them
was universal and intermarriages, though in few cases, were also
taking place. The Upparas were found only in Udipi and Coonda-
pur talukas,

In grouping the Depressed Castes, the criteria of interdining and
intermarrying were applied. But no attempt was made to arrange
them in order of their social precedence or status. Castes and sub-
castes in which intermarriages took place or could take place accord-
ing to popular notions were clubbed together and were given in
alphabetical order.?! Interdining was not common among illiterate
people of the different castes. Caste prejudice was more pronounced
among the communities under survey than among Brahmins. The
castes that were given to beef-eating were regarded as inferior, The
following castes were generally known as beef-ecating:—(1) Baira,
(2) Karadhi, (3) Koraga, (4) Madiga, (5) Maila, (6} Manisa,
(7) Mari Holeya, (8) Raneyar and (9) Thoti. It may be noted
here that in the Caste Glossary prepared by W. Francis, Su-
perintendent of Census Operations, Madras, the Koragas were found
in the group of non-beef-eaters. The names of the Madigas and the
Mari Holeyas were mentioned in group X of beef-eaters,2 All the
Depressed Castes, whether beef-eating or not, belonged to the group
of castes which poliute even without touching.

Though the Depressed Classes of South Kanara were Hindus by
religion, to none of them except the Samagars, Brahmins acted as
Purchits at the teligious ceremontes of the caste. For, these castes
were essentially Bhuta or demon worshippers and did not follow
the traditiona! Hindu religion. The worship of Bhutas was a
mixture of ancestor and devil propitiation, Excepting those whao
are supposed to guard village boundaries, all the demons were
malevolent spirits of deceased celebrities who inspired terror by
causing sickness and misfortune. " They had, therefore, to be
propitiated by offerings involving the shedding of blood, mostly of
fowls. The Bhuta worship of South Kanara is of four kinds, viz.
Kola, bandi, nema and agelu-tambila.? Every village had its own

1 The Parva and Fombada casles were not covered in the survey,
2 Census of India, Vol, XV Madras, Fart I Report, 1921, p. 139.
3 For details cf, Castes and Tribes of Southern India by Thurston,

“Vol. V pp. 141-145 and 146-149. Also Devil worship of the Taluvas by E. Brupell
A, C.
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Bhutasthanam or demon temple in which a man of the Billava caste
officiated as priest or pujari. Some Communities had their own
special Bhutas in addition to others,

Excepting a few castes which were possibly not local, zll the
Depressed Class communities followed what is known as Aliva
Santgna rule of inheritance. Under this rule, the property of a
family is vested in the female line and descends from mother to
daughter as in Marumakattayam law of inheritance in Malabar.
Bue ‘as titles and dignities are vested in the males, and the manage-
ment of the property is also usually exercised by a brother, the line
of descent is ordinarily taken to be from the deceased holder to his
sister's son.” Decent of the ancestral property from father to the
son was known as Makkal Santana rule of inheritance.

Marriage was known by different names in different communi-
ties, for instance, Badthana among the Meras, porathavu among the
Mari Holeyas etc. Child marriages were very rare among them.
Widows were allowed to remarry but the custom of Leviratei. e.
marrying late husband’s younger brother was not generally found.
The essential element of the marriage ceremony was dhare or
pouring water over the joined hands of the bride. Dedication of
unmarried girls to Gods was unknown among the Depressed Castes
in South Kanara. Divorce was permitted. Polygamy was allowed
but was not generally practised. Polyandry was not heard of in 1945
among the communities under survey. In cases of adultery, the
erring woman had to perform a purificatory ceremony called gud:
suddha. When a man was excommunicated for sexual license he
had to undergo a ceremony calted velu Halli sudodu or ' burning
seven villages' in order to re-enter the caste.

As in the case of the Barits, the huts of some Depressed Class
people were known by different names, such as Pattas, Kelus,
ete.

The body of a dead Depressed Class person was usually buried.
In some cases it was cremated, depending largely upon the econo-
mic condition of the bereaved family. The death ceremonies
( bojia ) were performed in the manner and on days laid down by
custom of each community.
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Besides those given after the names of the days-like Aitha, Soma
or Thoma, Budha, Guruva, Shukra—Fakira, Koraga, Tukra, Babbu,
Chandra, Surya, Angara were some of the names commonly
found among males. Chandre, Angare, Mahire, Bagi, Poonnu,
Kargi, Puddati were some of the names of females. But these
names were becoming uncommon so far as the younger generation
was concerned,

Notes ou individeal communities are given separately in Appendix,



CHAPTER II

The Social and Economic Conditions.
SECTION I

The socio-economic survey of the Depressed Classes of South
Kanara was conducted in the year 1945. The work was commenced
towards the end of April and completed by the end of October,
with a break of two and a half months in the middle on account
of the heavy rains. The talukas of Coondapur, Udipi, Karkal and
Puttur were surveyed before the monsoon started and the remain-
ing two, viz. Kasargod and Mangalote, from September onwards.

A departure was made from the normal procedure while
conducting the survey. Instead of the * house schedule’, a linear
tabular form was adopted for collecting information of each sample
family regarding age, sex, civic condition, literacy, income, family
composition, housing, members of the family staying outside and
indebtedness. Informatton regarding occupation or occupations
followed and income earned during the previous month by each
carner was collected on a separate form. So far as the collection
of relevant information was concerned, the experiment proved
successful.  Further, it made for a saving in time involved both in
noting and rabulating information in the usual procedure, As
against this, the experiment revealed certain inherent disadvantages,
Specific information on certain points could not be collected for
each individual member of the sample family., For instance,
though the age composition of a sample family could be obtained
in a general way, ages of individual members could not be noted,
The collected data could not be cast or re-cast in a manner different
from the one originally fixed upon. Thus, a certain amount of
rigidity resulted from the very beginning, which comes in the usual
procedure after the tabulation was done. In order to avoid wrong
entries, great care had, therefore, to be exercised ard the entire
work had to be done single.-handed through all its stages.

The information was collected through interpreters in Kanarese,
Tulu and Malayalam. In getting information practically no
dithculty was experienced, except the ignorance of the head of 3
family. He did not know ages of the members of his family. The
latter had, therefore, to be ascertained in relation to important
evenes that had occurred in the locality in the past. The ages were
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thus mere approximations. Similarly, annual income of each
carner was estimated after taking into account probable working:
days and occupation or occupations he or she normally followed’
in a year. :
In view of the diffused population of the Depressed Classes and
their isolated homesteads, it was not possible to visit very small,
villages in considerable numbers. Though they were not entirely.
left out, it was decided to visit some of those villages which had
more than 150 persons of the Depressed Classes in them, After
taking into consideration the distribution of the estimated popula-
tion of different communities in different talukas, their size and
their accessibility, the number of families to be surveged in a given
locality was determined and was distributed in a suitable way
among the different communities. The sample families were
selected by convenience, without any bias. Tn this marnner, 480
families were surveyed from all the talukas of the diserict,
Amin Divi Islands being excluded from the survey. Table No. 3
sets out the distribution of villages visited and the families and
population of the Depressed Classes surveyed, according to talukas,

TABLE XO. J—NUMBER OF FAMILIES SURVEYED FROM
DIFFERENT VILLAGES BY TALUKAS

t

' o, of S. C. Population

No. of Villages

|

2 | rartka o |tamilies| - B
% I Visited Total isurveyedi Coverage. | Total
S S S ¢ 1)
1 E Coondapur ‘ 10 ‘I 106 . 48 l 264 I 5,510
2 | Karkal ‘ 11 106 36 L 12,485
3 | Kasargod [ 2t 115 | 100 l s62 21,421
4 Mangalore ! 13 N V1 [ 88 431 16,504 |
$ [ Puttur l 25 184 Cyzs s 28,851
6 | Udipi {1z 116 60 363 10,585

Total ' 92 . 806 450 ‘Hz,sw—ﬁi ¢8.356

38 more villages not found in Village Statistics, were also-visited,

It will be seen from the table that 92 out of 806 villages and
towns mentioned in the "“Village statistics for South - Kanara™ were
visited in course of the survey, Thus the villages actually visited



were more than 11 per cent of the total number.
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As against this, the

population surveyed came to - only 26 per cent of the total

Depressed Class population of the district.,

The disparity between

the two percentages was due to the fact that too many villages
were visited for the number of families surveyed. The factors that
determined the selection of samples were also responsible for the

disparity.
by communities and talukas.

Table No. 4 gives the distribution of sample families

TABLE No. 4—DISTRIBUTION OF SAMPLE FAMILIES BY
COMMUNITIES AND TALUKAS

R :
. - 1 3 8 o
:3j ‘ Communities I '§ ; "g : gﬂ ’gn g ;g' g
iy ‘ Lg) j D f a 3 & ) l &
R SRS S
1 .Baira | e e II i .. 4
2  Baithada & Bakuda | 8 . | 4 | 4 e | 16
3 | Godda [ : [ o 5 " : s [ 5
+ |Kaipuda, Mera,Mugyara; ; 16 : 46 015 | sa | . (12
5 | Karadhi, Maila, Manisa, + : 3 '
Mari Hoteya RTINS RO N - ;101
& | Koraga AT : 1z | 1 s } 45
7 | Madiga J e ' T 14
s |Mundala & Uppira ' 30 BT 52 f12z
y | Nalkeyava : 1 3 0 3 1 ! 8
10 | Piliya-Polaya e | 5 ; 5
It | Raneyar I " 5 | l 5
12 ; Samagar 3 { : - - 3
13 | Thoti | 2 | o | . 1
14 | Vettuvan K. & I *I ! 4 ' Po1e
Totat | 43 : 56 ' 100 E 88 | 128 I 60 i4ao
E

The table shows that the Kaipuda-Meras, the Mar1 Holeyas,
the Koragas and the Mundalas were, numerically speaking, the
important or major communities in South Kanara and accounted
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for over 82 per cent of the total Depressed Class population of the
district. It is, therefore, proposed to restrict comments to those
communities only even though the available data about the minor
communities, whose sample is rather small, will be presented in
appropriate tabular statements. Again, except perhaps the
Koragas, no other communities were found scattered in large
numbers in all the talukas of the district, while some communities
were found in one or two talukas only. The Vettuvan and the
Piliya-Polaya communities illustrated the latter point.

SEcTION I

Size of sample families:—Table No. 5 is compiled to show the
classification of the sample families by number of members in them
and by communities,

The total average size of the families came to 5-43 persons.
But 58 per cent of the sample families were found to be smaller
than the total average. About 5 per cent families were of double
the total average size, which might be considered as a high
percentage for the communities engaged mainly in coolie work.
The Karadhi-Mari Holeyas, and the Mundalas had families of larger
size than that of the total ; while the Kaipuda-Meras and the Koragas
more or less conformed to the average. Table No. 6 presents the
relation between the size and composition of the families.

It will be seen from the table that most of the communities
which were found to have families of -larger size than the total
average, had joint households. Nearly two-thirds of the Mundala
families were joint households, with the result that about 42 per
cent of the families contained more than 6 members. The same
was true in regard to the Karadhi-Mari Holeyas. In this connec-
tion, the Kaipuda-Meras and the Koragas called for special atten-
tion. Though 62 per cent of their families were joint households,
the average size of their families was just about normal. This could
be traced to the nomadic habits of the Koragas. No obvious reason
could be found to explain the phenomenon in the case of the
Kaipuda-Meras. Generally speaking, communities in which
natural families predominated included more families of smaller size
than the total average. 191 or about 39 per cent of the sample
families were found to be natural ones,

The analysis of 281 or 59 per cent joint housecholds revealed
interesting facts. 184 of them could be described as *joint and un-

3



TABLE NO. 5—DISTRIBUTION OF SURVEYED FAMILIES BY COMMUNITIES AND NUMBER OF PERSONS

Number of Members

5.
No. Communities [ 7§ VT —T——-—— _;_ _l_ll _Ig =
2] 3, 41 5! 6, 7 } 8 ‘ 9§10 1 and
t l | ! I P15 | 20 I over
T -
1 | Baira 1 17... ’ 1 l . 1 .
2 | Baithada-Bakuda 3 2 1 3 2. 11 3 . .
3 | Godda 1 1 i 1] 1 | . .
4 | Kaipuda, Mera, Mogera 10 |17 [ 22 | 2618 117 | 8 | 2! z 4 e
5 | Karadhi, Manisaru, Mari Holeya, i ! ' |
Maila 7 9|16 ] 2211 14 8 2 4 4 1
6 | Koraga 1] 6713 ) 4]12 ] 21 1] 1) 3
7 | Madiga 2 2 1 2 1 2 1 .. 1 20 ..
& j Mundala-Uppara 15|16 120 |20} 9,13 9 8 4| 6 2|
9 | Nalkeyava Ly ... 2 300002
10 | Piliya-Foloya U TV T T A R I S
11 | Raneyar 1 ..] 2] 1 o
12 | Samagar 1 .. 1] .. . ‘ 1. .. l
13 | Thoti 4 2 2 1. z
14 | Vettuvan K, and P. 3 44 .. 3 1.2 : 1 I
Total 41 | 58 [ 83 | 88 | 63 ! 55 : 413 |14 { 20 3
J

Averapge
Total Total sizeg
families lpotpu- of
aton | famities
!
4 29 7-25
16 75 4-568
3 23 500
127 671 528
101 568 5.62
45 240 5.33
14 85 6.07
J 122 689 J 5:64
8 47 ' 5.87
5 28 J 560
5 21 4-20
3 13 4.33
11 63 5.90
14 61 435
480 2617 543

81



TABLE NO. 6—S0CIAL COMPOSITION OF SURVEYED FAMILIES BY COMMUNITIES

61

[J
o
53-8 o § J ma < o g "‘g l " 5 “
| Y1 P =
« 32| % Beocsddls Blgdlel 5 B % .| B
FRCIE R SRR R S I B I
CE RN 2 |28 | z | & & & & > | &
1 One Member families . 1 1 3 1 2 . . - . 8
H Multi-Member familes
{#) Natural families [ :
{i} husband and wife Lo [ o | ol 6 7 11 J 2110 . 1 | 2 | 30
(1i) busband, wife & for children e | 5 10 42 38 (18 51337 3| 1 1 2 5 g8 | 161
Total of (a4 o |5 Ly 47 ) 45 |19 714y 31 3 50 [Gor
(8} Joint households [
{i) husband, wife, children and '
pareats and natural families with i
adult male children 2} 3) 2 39 ‘ 17 |10 1j20| 2 1 R 3 2 i102
{ii} Brothers with or without familles 1) 21 8 | 13 511111 . 2 oo 1 46
{iii) Brothers with parents 1, 2 8 10 1] 2010, 1 1 . - . 36
{iv) One or more sisters staying alone ! l
or with family U (R 4 1 3 .00 BT 2 . . 1 20
{v)One or more daughters staying , |
alone or with [amilies w1t o8l 3 bz] 1008 . X o b o24
{vi) Son-in-law staying 1 3 ST . oo | 14
{vit} Wile's relations staying 10, 5 1 1. [ 1 . 2 1 18
(V‘lli) Aﬂ}' other ;.7 l e 6 5 3__ 71 _5_ __.:._ . Ten wea e e 21
Total of (b) 41101 4] 79 53 | 25| 71770 5| 4 3. 6 + 281
Total of {a) & (&) 4|13 5] 126 98 | 44 | 14 120 | 8 5 5 3 11 14 | 472
Grand Total of T & 1I 4161 5| 127 1010 |45)14122| 8] 5 5 3] 11 | 14 |80
I
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divided’ families. 58 or about 20 per cent of the joint households
were composzd of one or more married sisters or daughters with or
without their families. More than half of these were found in the
Mundala community alone, the per centage to the total joint
houszholds in the community being 33. The Kaipuda-Meras and
the Karadhi-Mari Holeyas followed with 16 and 13 per cent
respectively. 18 joint households included some relation or other
of the house-wife. Onaz-third of these were accounted for by the
Mundalas. On dividing further the sub-head *Any other” it was
found that 8 households included either a paternal or maternal aunt,
7 deceased brothers’ wives and one uncle of the head of the family.
The remaining five joint househiolds were composed of sisters,
married or widowed, Among the economic and social causes that
brought aboaut joint households a special reference needs be made
to the seasonal migration of male members of the communities
under survey to coffee estates in Mysore and Coorg. The migrants
often leave their families behind with some relations.

At the time of the survey 138 members of the sample families
were found temporarily staying outside. Besides these, 125 persons
informed us that they also migrate for 2-10 months in a year.
Table No. 7 is compiled to show the occupations followed by these
263 persons when they temporarily migrated, leaving their families
behind.

The table shows that about 83 per cent of the temporary
migrants went to coffee or rubber estates in the ghats. Nearly two
thirds of those who went to ghats were from Karkal and Puttur
talukas and from the eastern parts of Kasargod taluka, Again, 80
per cent of the ghat migrants belonged to the Kaipuda-Meras and
the Karadhi-Mari Holeyas, the latter accounting for more than half
of the total, Most of these people did not remit amounts to their
families, but brought with them their savings, if any. A sum of
Rs. 360 was being received through remittances by about two dozen
families or so, the smallest amount received duting the year being
Rs. 5 and the largest Rs, 50,

Qut of 45 persons who followed other occupations, 20 belonged
to the Mundala community. Again more than half of those who
could get government service belonged to the same community.
The column * Any other’ included those engaged in private service,
general coolie work and business. One Bakula was employed as an
electrician. Remittances received from this class of migrants
amounted to Rs, 2420. If this amount was split up, it would be
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seen that Rs, 1820 were sent by members of the Mundala com-
munity, 200 by the Koragas, Rs. 300 by the Bakudas and Rs. 100 by
the Mari Holeyas. Two families of the Mundalas were found
entirely dependent upon the remittances for their subsistence. The
largest single amount of remittance was Rs. 300.

TABLE NO. 7—OCCUPATIONAL DISTRIBUTION OF OUTSIDE RESI-
DENT RELATIONS OF SURVEYED FAMILIES BY COMMUNITIES

s 3
Govt. Service 5 a I 2 8
o ! 3 5 38 § | E
Communities : ; 8 a3 o = o
: < a | & [ =
| Civil |Military| H = E
. hi}ﬁ_() PE -
‘ | ! |
1 Baira [T
. ; !
2 Daithada-Bakuda - Lo |3 6 1|11
3 Godda 1 | . 1 | 2
4 Kaipuda, Mera, Mogera 1 I 1 1 56 ‘ 59
5 Karadhi, Maila, C e 2 117 | | 1e
Marnisa, M, Holeya ; :
6 Xoraga 2 ‘ T 1 2 5
7 Madiga . 1 } 5 : G
g Mundala-Uppara & 6 i 3 3 35 2 55
i
¥
9 Nalkeyava I o s
10 Piliya-Polaya | .. 2 2
I
11 Raneyar 1 \ 1 1
\
12 Samagar e e E 2 2
|
13 Theti 1 | ' 1
| !
14 Vettuvan I 1 .
Total 9 12 ‘ 4 7 218 ' 13 | 263
|

Age and Sex Composition of Sample families:—Table No. 8
gives the distribution of sample population in different age groups.

The table shows that in 1000 population of the sample families
and of the district of South Kanara as a whole the distribution of
population in the age groups of 'below 5 years’, *5 yrs. to below
15 years’ and * 60 years and over’ is smaller in the case of the former



TABLE NO., §—DISTRIBUTION OF SURVEYED D'OPULATION BY COMMUNITIES

ACCORDING TO AGE GROUPS AND SEX

. No.

Communities

1

' Baira

' Baithada-Bakuda
Godda

. Katpuda, Mera, Muguara |
Manisa,

Karadhi, Maila,
Mari Holeya
Koraga
' Madiga
Mundala-Uppara
Nalkeyava
Piliya~Polaya
i Raneyar
Samagar
Thoti
Vettuvan, K. & P.

Total
Population per 1000
Population per 1000 for

S. Kanara according to
1931 census.

NMales

Females

180
69
75

Total

Nt

o
OO W e O

Females

308
118

134

below 5 yr:. ‘ 5tob. 15 yrs | 15tob, 60 yrs, |60 yrs. & over |

» 2 | —
B g =
LI H
=z BA
x4
| |
10| 818
24 | 21 45
g| & 1s
206|201 410
157 {178 333
79 | 71 ;150;
251 27 52 ..
173 | 224 1397
15 | 11! 26
8 l11:19
s1 5,13
3| 3!
17 ' 14 1 31
14 18132

747;803‘1550

286 | 306 | 592

255,285 | 540

Vales

~3 I

g
3

14

vea !

61 ..

]
I 34

It

Females

|

Ch OF w=t tn

3
15
1
1
1

1

| 42

Tolal

No. of females to

15

Total 1000 males
T A N
| wn ‘ o ! e [ %‘i
n 5 —_ -~ La .G —_
L8] % |wymn. 8le 3
512 & 5. ie" g8
| “B s ng

| ;

17 | 12 29 |1500, 200 800 ... | 706
37| 38 75 | 6661111 875500001027
1312, 25| ..[10061000 ... | 923
351,320 671 | 652| 848 9901142 912
274294 568 87711351133E6661073
127113 240 393;947 898 1000} 889
|47 38 85 [1000' 33531080 ... | 808
305|354 | 682 1326116611294 107211257
22 125 ' 47 140001500 733 ... 1136
10 |18 28 600011375 1800
nliw; 2z 1444 625 ... 11000
71 6 13 10001000 v | 857
'3t 34 65 | 6252333 823! ... [1097
{32 61 | 750 5001235 ... | 906
1284 1333| 2617 9093009h07612351033

492 | 508 |1,000 ‘ "
481 519 |1.000 11005 1022[1126112671066

(44
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than the latter. The difference was more marked in the last two age
groups. This means that there were small number of people in the
Depressed Classes of ages of between ‘5 to 15 years' and also of ‘60
yrs. and over’ than in the total population of the district. But this
difference was entirely set off by the age-group * 15 to below 60 yrs’,
so much so that in the total the Depressed Classes had more males
in 1000 population than that for the district. “Again, the difference
between the proportions of males and females in 1000 population
was much smaller in the case of the Depressed Classes than in the
district asa whole, the difference being 16 and 38 respectively.
This means that irrespective of the age composition the male and
female populations in the Depressed Classes were less ill-balanced
than in the case of the district™ It will be interesting to note that
the number of females to 1000 males in all the age-groups referred
to above was everywhere smaller in the case of the sample families
than the corresponding figures for the district. The difference was
mare conspicuous In case of the first and the third age groups.
Though females outnumbered males both among the Depressed
Classes and in the district as a whole, the excess of females over
males was smaller by 28 in the case of the former than the latter.

The comparative position in regard to age-composition of the
four important major communities is given in Table No. 9,

TABLE NO, 9—PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF SURVEYED
MAJOR COMMUNITEES ACCORDING TO AGE GROUPS AND SEX

! I ! t

] : ' I Proportion of
below | 5tob.{15 yrs. 60 yrs,
5yrs. | 15yrs| to b. | &over —| Total

Communities . Total
60 yrs. ‘{ Males |Females

. l I : : a0 s g kg or
i i ‘2 : i/ : Ie - -3
|

|

|

i

1

|

1 Kaipuda, Mera, | 113 22! 100} 523 | 477 100

253 | 612
Muguoara i :
2 Karadhi, Maila, 1601 2221 | 590 | 29 i 100 [ 48.2 | 5I.8 100
Manisa, M, Holeya |
3 Koraga 196 154 625! 251 100 529 | 471 100

100 | 44-2 55-8 . 100

4 Mundala, Uppara | 155 | 226 57.7 | 42

100 [ 49-2 ! 508 ' 100

|
i
All communities 14.6 | 236 ! 502! 26

under Survey

District as a whole 149 | 265 | 540 | 46 . 100 | 481 519 100
: ; I !




TABLE NO. 8=DISTRIBUTION OF SURVEYED POPULATION BY COMMUNITIES
ACCORDING TO AGE GROUPS AND $SEX

No. of females to

:1 Lelow 5 yrs. | '510b, 15 yrs ‘ 15tob, 60 yrs. 60 yrs. & O‘fer] Total 1000 males
- '[ T | - B -7 | 1 ‘ ) '_ R . m-"‘;.s_ -
Communities LS‘Elin‘ml‘aé... Lol m!Ei—lm£${H g E""g‘ 2|
= 8,513 "&gs%xﬁ%glg‘l‘;\g g mﬁu::*"‘d.-g
|2{,4‘, i-o-l“zirgtiz =, 588l ,PJE—"Fl,m B Z | s S
N R e AEIEIES
—_— L T, R - L 2
; | ) | !
| Baira ‘ 2 | 3 5 5] 1 6f10| 818 ‘ 17 ] 12 29 (1500, 200| 800 ... | 706
! Baithada-Baluda '3, 2} 5] g|10l19{24 |21 45’ 1. 5| 63738 75 | 666:1111) 875 5000(1027
i Godda 2 ‘ | 2130 3] 6| 8] 816 ... 1] 1113712 25 | ... 710001000 ... | 923
Kaipuda, Mera, Muguara | 46 30 | 76 | 92 | 78 |170 206,20+ 410 7 815351320 671 652’ 848 9901143 912
Karadhi, Maila, Manisa, 49 | 43 | 92 | 59 | 67 |126{157 178 335 9 = 6115 274|294} 568 877.1135(1133] 6661073
I Mari Haleya | ! : | 5 : r
! Korega 12620 147 |19 118 |37 17971 150, 3 3| © 127 113 240 | 808 947, 8981000( 889
Madiga b3 S| ir| elasizslar szl . } 85 11000, 353,1080 ... | 808
sundala-Uppara 461 61 1107 72 | 84 |156/173 1224 397 14 15 29 305\334 639 |13261166/1294 10711257
Nalkeyava 1| 4 3 6 9 (1515111} 26 Pl 1 25 47 400015000 733, ... 11136
Filiya~Lolaya 1 1| 1| 6| 7| 811119 { e 11 13 28 | ... 60001375 ... |1800
Kaneyar el 30 4 7] 8B 513 .. h 1| 1t 11 10 21 | ... (1444 625; ... 11000
Samagar D U RV 1) 3) 35 61 3] 3. 6] el o] 7] 6 13 | ... 10001000 ... | 857
" Thati gy s5(13( 6{14120{17 14 30|..." 2] 1131)34 65 | 6252333) 823! .. {1097
Vettuvan, K, & P, g8 6fl1al10) 5151418 32| .1 .o |32 29 61 | 750 5001285 ... | 906

42 1 76 12841333 2617 909100910?6[235|1033

_!_ _— ____|.-_._

Total 1981801378 305308613 747 803 1550; 34

! \ i
! ;
Papulation per 1000 77 | 69 (146118118 236 286 306 592 11

SRS U Sty
5

1 26 | 492|508 (1,000

Population per 1000 for 74175 (1491131 (1341265255 285|530 21
S. Kanara according to J
1931 census. ‘

5| 46 | 4811519 1,000 {1009 1022 11261267!1066

R
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than the Jatter. The difference was more marked in the last two age
groups. This means that there were small number of people in the
Depressed Classes of ages of between *5 to 15 years’ and also of “60
yrs. and over' than in the total population of the district. But this
difference was entirely set off by the age-group * 15 to below 60 yrs",
so much so that in the total the Depressed Classes had more males
in 1000 population than that for the district. “Again, the difference
between the proportions of males and females in 1000 population
was much smaller in the case of the Depressed Classes than in the
district asa whole, the difference being 16 and 38 respectively.
This means that irrespective of the age composition the male and
female populations in the Depressed Classes were less ill-balanced
than in the case of the district.y It will be interesting to note that
the number of females to 1000 males in all the age-groups referred
to above was everywhere smaller in the case of the sample families
than the corresponding figures for the district. The difference was
more conspicuous in case of the first and the third age groups,
Though females outnumbered males both among the Depressed
Classes and in the district as a whole, the excess of females over
males was smaller by 28 in the case of the former than the latter.

The comparative position in regard to age-composition of the
four important major communities 15 given in Table No. 9,

TABLE NO, 2—PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF SURVEYED
MAJOR COMMUNITIES ACCORDING TO AGE GROUPS AND SEX

el Stob | r Proportion of
. ow !5 tob.i15 yrs, 60 yrs,
Communities 5 yrs, | 15yrs| to b, !&over; Total |— | Total
60 5”5-\ , Males |Females
P ‘ :
IR R R A ro%
1 Kaipuda, Mera, ¢ 113 | 25.3 | B61.2 22 100 | 523 477 100
Muguara ’ : :
2 Karadhi, Maila, 160 | 221 | 520 | 291 100! 48.2 | 518 ' 100
Manisa, M. Holeya ! :
3 Koraga I 196 " 154 625 | 2.5 i 100 ’ 529 [ 471 100
! ! i
4 Mundala, Uppara | 155 | 22.6 57.7 | 42 : 100 | 442 | 558 | 100
! | | |

|

\ ,
All communities 146 | 236 | 592 26 100 | 402! so8 | 100
under Survey ! !

District as a whole 149 | 265 | 540 | 46 100 481 510 ' 100
. 5 ! |

1‘——~—- b
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The major communities more-or-less conformed to the total of
all the communities. Except the Kaipuda-Meras, the major com-
munities recorded higher per centage population in the first age
group and lower per centage in the second group than the total for
all the communities and the district as well. On putting both the
age-groups together, the figures were still smaller than that for the
district, Even in the last age group this was true except perhaps
in the case of the Mundalas who exceeded the per centage for all the
communities, but slightly lagged behind the district. As against
this, all the major communities recorded higher per centage than the
district, the Kaipuda-Meras and the Koragas exceeding even the
total per centage. The Koragas and the Kaipuda-Meras had larger
number of males than the focmales, exceeding the per centages for
all the communities and the district. The Karadhi-Mari Holeyas
almost conformed to the diztrice figures. The proportion of males
in the Mundala community was smaller than that for the district by
3.9 and the total by 5. Considering the number of females to 1000
males ( Table No. 8). it will be seen that the Karadhi-Mari Holeyas
and the Mundalas exceeded the total averages as well as those for
the district. Among the major communities the Mundalas recorded
the highest number of females in the ' 15 to 60 yrs.” age group.

Civil Condition of the Sample population:—Table No. 10
presents the civil condition of the population of sample families
by age and communities,

The table shows that 1-4 per cent male and 2:0 per cent fermale
cnildren below 15 years of age were married.!! This means that
child marriages were not common among the communities under
survey. Considering the individual communities, it was found
that one third of the male children in the Vettuvans, a small
Malayalam speaking community, were married before they reached
the age of 15 years. 8 or 55 of the Mundala girls were found
likewise married. This per centage exceeded the one for the total
by 35. [t might be noted that the Mundalas considered themselves
in the highest rung of the ladder of social hierarchy in the Depress-
ed Classes of South Kanara.

68-3 per cent of the males above 15 years of age were returned
married. Of the four major communities only the Karadhi-Mari

1. The corresponding per centages for the Untouchables of Mabarashtra were
¢ 5 and 35-7 respectively—* Untouchable Classes of Maharashtra’; M. G, Bhagat,
1933, p. 7.



TABLE No, 10—DISTRIBUTION OF SURVEYED POPULATION BY COMMUNITIES ACCORDING
TO AGE GROUPS, SEX AND CIVIL CONDITION.
Below 15 years
NS° Communities “Married | Unmarri edMEIesWidower Total Married U nméffiizma]esWid ow Total
_VNe. % No. % I Ne. % No. % | No, % | No, % No. % No. %
1 | Baira 7 100! 7| 100 4] 100 . . 4! 100
2 | Baithada-Bakuda 12| 100! 12| 100 1| 83| 11| 917 12| 100
3 | Godda 5. 100 50 100 .. 30| .. ' .. 3] 100
4 | Kaipuda, Mera, : ' J
Mogera 1 7| 137 ] 993 138 | 100 1 91 107] 991 | . | .. 7 108 100
5 | Karadhi, Manisa, I i
Holeya 108 100 ] .. 1 .. | 108 100 109 | 992 1 8 | 110 | 100
6 | Koraga - 45| 100 .. 45} 100 39 | 100 1 39| 100
7 | Madiga 22 | 100 22 | 100 11 10| o | oo 11| 100
8 | Mundala-Uppara 118 | 100 118 1{)0L 8 55| 137 | 945 14517 100
9 | Nalkeyava 7] w00, . 7] 100 .. i 13 [ 100 w113 00
10 | Piliya-Polaya 2| 100 2| 100! .. | 6| 100 e U6 | 100
11 | Raneyat 3,100 w | 3| 100 . . 4} 100 o | .. \ 4 | 100
112 Samagar 41 100 .. 4 100 30 100 .. 3 100
13 | Thoti 14| 100 | .. | .. 14 | 100 197 100 | ... ¢ .. | 19 | 100
14 | Vettuvan K. & P. 6333 12 667 18 | 100 | .. 1] 100 . f .. | 11 | 100
Total 7 " 14| 496 986 | v | .. | 503 100! 10| 20| 477 978 R ! 488 l 100
‘

&¢
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10
11
12
13

14

Communities

Baira
Baithada-Bakuda
1 Godda

Kaipuda, Mera,
Mogera

Karadhi, Manisa,
Holeya

Koraga

Madiga

| Mundala-Uppara
Nalkeyava
Piliva-Polaya
Raneyar

Samagar

. Thoti
]
| vottuvan K. & P.

Tutal

15 years and over

“Males “Females
" Married “Upenarried 73 Widower Total Married Unmarried - Widow "T'otal
_No. No, | No, . No. No, No. ¥ No. " No.
7 7 L3 0 10! 100 6l 75| 2| 25 8] 100
150 60, 7 a8 3| 12| 25] 100 18 | 69-2 1! 39 7| 269! 26| 100
5 625 3| 375 . 8| 100 ¢ 6 66-7‘ 2| 222 1, 1141 9| 100
o
141 | 662 | 60| 281 | 12| 57, 213| 100 | 154 726| 18| s6! 40| 188 | 212 100
' |
123 | 750 40| 24 3 2| 166 | 100 | 142 771 10| 55 | 32| 174 | 184 | 100
51, 66 27| 333 1] az| s2| 100 st 690 7! 94! 16! 2061 74 100
211 g4 3] 12 1 4| 25| 100 | 2 777 2| 74 4| 19! 27| 100
122 © 652, 57| 305 §| 43| 1871 100 148, 623 | 33 | 145 58 242 239} 100
10 | 667 5| 333 15| 100 | 10 B3 ‘ 183l 1! s3] 1z 100
! €. 75 2 25 8 | 100 J‘ 7 | 584 i 1 83 4] 333 12 : 100
4| 50 4| 50 8| 100 3| 50 | 1| 167 2| 333 61 100
3| 100 3| 100 ! 3| 100 [ ‘ 3| 100
12 | 706 5| 294 171 100 ' 12| 80 3| 20| 15| 100
12| 857 2 143 14 100 ’ 13} 72.2 [ 5| 278 18 _100
| 535 | oes | as | 79| 28] a6 78l :_1'00_:; 594 1";6_-3_' 761 90 l 175 | 207 845 | 100




TABLE No. 10— {Continued )

Communities

10
11
12
13

14

Baira
Baitbhada-Bakuda
Godda

Kaipuda, Mera,
Mogera

Karadhi, Manisa
Holeya

Kbraga
Madiga

Mundala-Uppara

Nalkeyava

Piliya-Polaya

Raneyar

Samagar

Thoti

Vettuvan K, & P,
Total

Grand Total

 Males  Females
Married Unmarried Widower |  Total Martried | Unmarried ‘ Widow |  Total
No. ¥, INe. %, [Ne. <, |No. ° |No. = |No /1 No.  f, | No. o,
71 412 10| 588 17 100 4] 30 4 334 ‘ 2 16-6 12 100
15| 405 | 19| 513 31 gz| 37| 100 19, 50| 12 316 7| 184 | 38| 100
5| 385 816151 . 13 | 100 6! 50 50 417 1| 83] 12) 100
142 | 404 | 197 561 12| 3.5 351 100 | 155 | 488 | 125 387 40| 12-5| 320 100
123 44.8 148 54 3 1-2 274 100 142 48-3 119 | 444 33 73 294 100
54 42.5 73 367 1 -8 127 100 31 451 46 40-7 16 4.2 113 100
2t ] 447 25 532 1| 21| 47, 100 2] 552l a3 344 4| 107 | 38 108
122 | 400 | 175 | 573 8| 27 305| 100 | 156 | 406 | 170 | 432 | 58 152 | 384 | 100
10| 4541 12, 546 22| 100 ] 10| 40| 14| 56 1 4| 25| 100
6! 60 4| 40 . 10 100 7| 390 7| 390 41 22, 18] 100
4! 363 71 636 11 100 3 30 5, 50 2| 20| 101 100
3 42-9 4 57-1 7 j 100 3 50 3 50 o [ 100
12| 387 19/ 613 . 31 100 | 1z 353] 19 559 3| 88] 34| 100
18| 562 14 438 .. . 32 t 100 | 13| 48| 11| 379 50 73] 29| 100
542 | 422 | 714 | 556 | 28| 221284 | 100 | 604 | 453 | 553 | 415 176 | 132 | 1333 | 100
|

Lg
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Holeyas exceeded the total per centage by 4-5; while the others
lagged behind, the Mundalas falling short of the latter by 32,
About half a dozen men, mostly of the Mundala community, were
found to have two wives living. Excepting the Karadhi-Mari
Holeyas, all the other major communtties had more unmarried men
than the overall per centzge. Among the latter communities
the Koragas stood out prominently. As regards the widowers, the
table shows that the Kaipuda.-Meras and the Mundalas showed a
higher per centage of widowed men than the total per centage Hor
all the communities.

70-3 per cent of the women abave 15 years of age from all the
communities taken together were found married. 62-3 per cent of
the Mundala women were found married as against 80 per cent of
the Thotis, The Kaipuda-Meras, the Karadhi-Mari Holeyas,
and the Vettuvans had more women married than the total per
centage.

The overall per centage for unmarried women could not be
considered as high, being only 90. Among the major communities
the Mundalas recorded the highest per centage of all, viz, 143, the
pet centage for the Karadhi-Mari Holeyas being the lowest. viz.
5-5. The other communities did not show any marked deviations
from the overall per centage.

Though the custom of widow marriage prevailed among the
communities under enquiry, the figures in the table made srartling
revelations. The overall per centage for the widows of all the
communities came to 20-7, which might be considered as too high,
While the Thotis conformed to the overall per centage, that among
the Vettuvans and the Mundalas was higher than the total per
centage by 7-1 and 35 and stood at 278 and 24-2 respectively.
The Baithada-Bakudas came in between the Vettuvan and the
Mundala communities, The problem of deserted or divorced
women was also there. About a dozen women were returned as
being deserted by their husbands.

Considering the total males and females, irrespective of their
ages, it will be seen that only 3.1 per cent more females were
martied than males. The per centage of married males and females
was lower in the case of the Mundalas than the cortesponding per
centages for the total In the Thoti and Vettuvan communities
the position was the reverse, In those communities, more males
were married than the females, the per centage for the latter being
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everywhere lower than that for the total. As could be expected,
more males than females were unmarried, the per centages being
556 and 415 respectively, The Mundalas and the Thotis had
higher per centage of unmarried males and females. The columns

about the widowed males and females did not bring out any other
characteristics than those mentioned earlier.

Literacy of the sample population :—Table No. 11 shows the
position regarding literacy in the sample population by age, sex
and communities,

It will be seen from the table that 69 per cent males as against
* 2.2 per cent females were literate.? But in the age group ‘below 15
years' more females than males were returned as literate. In the
higher age.group 83 ot 10+5 per cent males and 2.4 per cent females
were literate. The total per centages for males of all the com-
munities, viz. 09 and 10-8, were considerably lower than the cor-
responding per centages for the district of South Kanara as a whole
—7-4 and 26 respectively. The position was somewhat better in
regard to females. The per centage of literacy among females
below 15 yeais of age was 2 for the district, which was higher only
by 0-4 than the corresponding percentage for the total, Curiously
enough, it was found that the total per centage for females above
15 years was higher by 0-4 than that for the district, (Taking each
community separately, it was found that 51 out of 89 or 58 per cent
of the total literate males were the Mundalas. The females of the
same community accounted for 64 per cent of the total literates in
the sample, The Kaipuda-Metas and the Koragas followed the
Mundalas, though not closely, accounting for about 15 and 11 per
cent respectively of the total male and about 19 and 10 per cent
of the total female literates respectively, Next came the Baithada-
Bakuda community with less than one per cent literacy among
males and females. The age-composition of the literates showed
that more females than males were returned as literate in the age-
group ‘below 15 years’. The position was reversed in the higher
age group, the males outnumbering the females in the proportion
of 4:1, The Koragas, who stood third in the total, did not have
a single male or {emale child literate,

835 per cent of the males and 93-9 per cent of the females were
illiterate. The total per centage of the illiterate male children
exceeded that for the district by 7.7; while the corresponding per

e

2 The corresponding per centages for the Untouchables of Maharashira
were 22.7 and 2-1 vespectively,—M. G, Bhagat ; pp, 9-10.



TABLE No.

ACCORDING TO AGE GROUPS3, SEX AND LITERACY

I —DISTRIBUTION OF SURVEYED POPULATION BY COMMUNITIES AND

.O B

Z e

Commuuities

Below 15 years

WOt A1 ™ A R W o

- e
B D

- e
[

Baira

Baitbada-Bakuda
Godda

Kaipuda, Mera, Mogera -
Earadbi, Manisa, Holeya |
Koraga :
Madiga
Mundala-Uppara
Nalkeyava
Piliva-Polaya
Raneyar
Samagar

Theti

Vettuvan K. & P.

Maley .
Literate. | Hllit, Edu. | Total | Literate.
_____ G | Mo % | No. oL ) Ne, < | No “, | No.
r 41571 8 (428 ( 7 { 100 L 4
! S5latv) 7 583 ) 12 | 100 1 | 83| 8
osp 100l | [ s 100 3 3

T 113}31-9} 241750138 | 100) 2 | 19| 98
98907 | 10 | 93| 108 | 100| .. | .. . 108

41 | 91-1 4 8.9 45 100 | ... 36

V4
18 |
71

16-5
YO
33-3

160
100
100
100
106
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100

Total.,.

46| 129545 9 |a09 | 22 | 100 .. | .. | 11
9 | 7TL|602| 46 (389 (118 | 100| 4 | 28 | 117
als01| 8 429 v | wol| .. | .. | 12

150 1 (500 2| 100| .. | .. | 4
1338 2 |667. 3 | 100| .. | ... 3

B0 1% 2 |5001 4 | w0 .. | .. 3
1 12857 | 2 (143 | 14 | 100} .. ¢ .. | 15
; 18 | 106 18 w00 .. 11

9 { 386 [ 67 (113 224 (503 | 100| 7 | 16 | 433

100

District Average.

7-4 69-0 2.0



TABLE No, 11—{ Continued )

I

15 years and above

NS(;. Comimunitias o Ma.l-as Females
' Liternze. I1tit. Edu. _ Total Literate. ‘ Lilt. ‘ Edu. [ Total

] No. i No. ¢/, No. “f | No. 3, No. No. ¢f, 4y No. “f
1 | Baira " | i 9| 900 1 | 1¢0 | 10 ‘ 100 | sl 100 i 8 | 100
2 | Baitbada-Bakuda 5 [ 00| 17| es0| 3 [120 | 2 ‘ 000 1| 38| 25| 962 w | 26 | 100
3 | Godda 1] 125l 7| srsl L 8 ‘ wOr 9 100 w |8 | 100
4 | Kaipuda, Mera, Mogera | 12 58/ 198 929 3 | 13 |213 | 100° 3 ' 14| 208 980 6 |22 | 100
5 | Karadhi, Manisa, Holeya| 1 | -6 | 165| 994 .. | .. ! 166 ' w(w 184! 100 184 | 100
6 | Koraga 10 | 122 72| s7.8| .. 82 | 100 3 | 411 71| 959 | | 74| 100
7 | Madiga 2 80| 23| 920 25 | 100 we | .. 27 | 100 27 | 100
8 | Mundala-Uppara 50 | 2670 135| %22{ 2 . 11 187 | 100| 14 | 59 | 2221 929 13 | 239 | 100
9 | Nalkeyava 15 | 100 15 | 160 12| 100 * .12 | 100
10 | Piliya Polaya 1 to12s) el rso 1 la2s| 8 moi 1 o917 83| 12 | 100
11 | Rapeyar v o1es| v oswsl o | 8 1001 6| 100 6 | 100
12 |Samagar 31 100 3| 100 3| 100 ; 3 | e
13 | Thoti 2 | 117 15 883 .. 17 | 100 } 15| 100 15 | 100
14 | Vettuvan K. & P. 14| 100 14 | 100 131 100 i 18 | 100

Total... 85 | 1081 686 831 10 { 11 | 781 J 100! 21 | 24| 819 969, 7 | 845 | 100

Duatrice Average 26-0 . 74-0 o 2.0 95—!3'1

1¢



TABLE No. 11—( Cantinned )

e - &, L ok b

L e
Lo =]

Grand Total

Communilies L o Malas ( -__t.!féxnej-lés B L
Literate. Iiit. Edu. Total | Literate. Diht. Edu. Total
i _ | No. i Ne. % ’,N"- _%h_| No. _j‘;.,____l No. [ | No. _7’ng: e | No. 7,
| Baira 13| 63 4 | 235 17 | 100 i 12 | 100 ! 12 100
.Baithadn-Bakuda 5 | 138 22| 594| 10 3 268 37 | 100| 2 33 L 33 | 868 3| 80 | 38 100
| Godda 1 .70 12 923 13 1 100 i ! 12 | 100 ‘ 121 100
Kaipuda, Mera, Mogera 13 390 311 | 8835 2¥ 7.6] 351 160 5 1 16 | 366 95-6 9 2.8 320 100
Karadbi, Manisa, Holeya| 1 50 263 i 959 10 36| 274 | 100 292 | 9330 2 “ 7 294, 100
Koraga 10 9l 113 s838] 4 32(127 | o0l | 27 1wov | essl 30 27| 113 100
Madiga 3 43 35‘l 44| 9 | 2013 47 ) 100 3% | 100 38 | 100
Mundala-Uppara 51 | 168] 206 675 48 | 157|305 | 100 18 | 48 | 339 | 882 27| 70| 384 100
Nalkeyava 19 864! 3 | 138 22 | 100 }\ 24 | 960 1| 40f 25| 100
Piliya-Polaya 1 | 100 7. 00 2 , 200| 10 100! " 15 | 833/ 3] 167 18| 100
Raneyar 1 g1 sl 527 2! o181l 1 | 10 9 B0 | 1{ 10-0| 10| 100
Samagar pVo143) 4, 57| 2 | 288] 7 | 200 6 100! 6| 100
Thoti 2 65 2v| 870 2 63 31 | 100 i so | ssal 4y 118l 3¢l 100
Vetturan K & P. 32 | 100 32 | 1rg 29 L 100 20 [ 100
T otal. - 89 6-9 1072! 83.5] 123 96| 1282 | 100 | 28 | 22 1252[ 93-93i 53| 2911333 100
|

(43
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centage for the female children was lower than the district by 84.
The per centages of illiteracy among men and women above 15 years
of age were higher than the corresponding pet centages for children
of the sample families and the district. The men of Karadhi-Mari
Holeyas and the Vettuvans were cent per cent illiterate. In the
case of women, all the communities, excepting a few, answered the
same description,

123 or 96 per cent males and 53 or 3-9 per cent females were
returned as educands. Of these 10 males and 5 females were of
the age of ‘15 years and over' and the rest were children. The per
centages of educating children to the total worked out at 22:4 for
boys and 9-8 for girls and were rather hopeful. 40 per cent of the
boys and 50 per cent of the girls attending schools belonged to the
Mundala commeanity alone. It was interesting to find that three
males each of the age of ‘15 years and over’ from the Kaipuda-Mera
communities were educands. Qut of the 5 females of the same age
group three belonged to the Mundala community and one each to
the Kaipuda-Meras,

Economic Status of the Sample Population:—The Economic
status of the sample population by age, sex and communities is
being presented in Table No, 12.

In all the communities put together there were 1581 earners
and 1026 non-earners or dependents, the number of unemployed
being almost negligible. This means that 60-6 per cent of the
sample population was of earners and 394 per cent of dependents,
as will be seen from Table No. 13, which presents the proportion
of earners and dependents among all the communities under
enquiry.

All the major communities, excluding the Mundalas, had higher
per centages of earners than that for the total. The per centages

tor the dependents showed the same trends as the earner but in :

the opposite direction.

It the number of earners was split up by age and sex, it would
be seen (Table No, 13) that, on the whole, there were more female
than male earners. The former exceeded the latter by only 5. Out
of 788 male earners, 45 were children below 15 years of age and the
remarning meo of ‘15 years and over.” The per centages of boys
and men to their corresponding totals worked out at 89 and 95,
The corresponding figures for girls and women of the age of *15
years and over ' came to 69 per cent and 89-9 per cent respectively,
This means that, though the female earners outnumbered cthe males,



TABLE XNo.

AND ACUORDING TO AGHE GROUDPS, SEX AND HCONOMIC STATUS

12—=DISTRIBUTION OF SURVEYED POPULATION BY COMMUNITIES

Lelow 13 Years

Muales

Females

15 vears and above

ER ‘ V Males ' Females

No. Communiticy o 'O = | = _ _ .—I ¢ 'U E L Lir.‘" T 'u_; _?,:
= 2 ElwlE % oEle 0 E Eie 5 B2
PG s 5 kP z | 51 F 215 |7
1 Baira 7 ! 7 4 i | ‘ 5 2 l 10 l 8 8
2 Baithada-Bakuda 1 12| 3 9 A T N 250 2 5 26
3 Godda 5 5| 2 1| PR s ! 7l 2 9
4 | Kaipuda, Mera, Moyera 13 ] 133 138 o | 102 , d0g 205 5 5 213 . 197 14 1| 212
5  Karadhi, Manisa, Holeya a0y 108| 8 | 102 . 110 162 4 166 ' 176 6 2| 184
6 | Koraga 2| 4 45 39 LUy | 82 ! 71 3 |
7 | Madiga 5017 2| . | 11 Conom 2. . 25| 24 31 | 27
5 Mundala-Uppara ( 7 i 111 ! 118 | 13 | 132 i i 145 174 12 l 11 187 202 34 3 239
4 ! Nalkeyava 1 6 | 7 1| 13 ' 15 | 15 1 1 12
10 | piliya-Polaya 2 A 6 f 6 6 11 81 10 1 1)1z
11 [ Kaneyar ‘ 3 b3 4 9 B : ' 8 4 2 G
12 | Samagat ‘ . 4 ! 4 b3 3! 3 I ! 3 2 1 } 3
13 | Thoti | I 4 \f 1M 1 ‘ 15 . 19 ‘ 15 ‘ 1] 1 171 12 3 s 15
14 | Vetwvan K. & P. | 7 [ u 18 L 1| 13 1& \ 1] 15 3, 18
‘ Total ! 45 [ass | .| s3] 33 ;‘ 455 188 | 743 35 , 3 \ 7814 760 | 78 \{ 7| 45
! ! 1 |

L= Earning ;

Non—Ii=Non-earning ; Un-ed, = unemployed
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TABLE No. 12—( Continued)

N“; Commupities
i i Baira
2 i Baithada-Bakuda
3 1 Godda
4 | Kaipuda, Mera, Mogera
5 | Karadhi, Magisa, Holeya
5 | Koraga
7 { Madiga
8 ] Mundala-Uppara
Y | Nalkeyava
W | Piliya-Polaya
Il Ranegar
12 | Samagar
17 | Thota
¥ [ Vettuvan K. & P.

Total

Total Grand Total

: ) _“1_\f1—a]es Femaleé ‘ . 't: o

. - S 3 3

.“Jg%g”g!%!gim:ﬁ!g‘g

i = ) Z oo ! t o

Lo B L S, . :
8 9 17 B 4 ? s 12 16 i 13 i 29
| 22 15 37 ] 24 14 ; 38 16 20 ‘ v
. B 5 13 o 3 12| 17 8 | } 25
; 281 133] .. o351 203, 116 320 4210 249, 1 071
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their per centage to the total female population was lower than
the corresponding per centage in the case of males, Out of 45 male
children, the Kaipuda-Meras accounted for 13 or 29 per cent, the
Karadhi-Mari Holeyas for 9 or 20 per cent and the Mundalas 7 or
15 per cent, The per centages of these figures to the toral popula-
tion of male children in the respective groups came to ¢-4, 8-3 and
59. In the case of the Vettuvans it was as high as 388, Nearly

TABLE No 13—DISTRIBIITION OF SURVEYED POPULATION
BY COMMUNITIES ACCORDING TO NUMHBER OF EARNERS
AND DEPENDENTS WITH PER CENTAGE,

{ Earners . Dependants ! Total
Communities S ___._‘___i,,ﬁﬁ_ e
No. { No. - ' No. I
. lk_. 1 B
1 Baira 16 351 13 439 2% 100
2 Baithada-Bakuda | 46 ol3 29 387 75| 100
3 Godda ; 17 .0 b - 320 25 ! 100
4 Kaipuda, Mera, : I
Muguara o421 619 249 371 670 100
5 Karadhi, Manisaru, ‘
Maila, Mari Holeya | 355 427 211 373 566 } 100
6 Koraga 183 646 85 . 3534 240 ] 100
© Madiga 52 61z 33 2Ss 85 100
§ Muadala-Uppara | 396 ' 378 259 422 685 | 100
9 Nalkeyava o s | 20 422 0 47 | 100
10 Piliya-Polava | 16 61-6 | 10 354 26 100
11 Rancyar S i 362 g 434 2t | 100
12 Samagar ‘T 5 o384 B8 i 616 _ 13 ir 100
13 Thoti R E 36 1363 61 | 100
14 Vettuvan . & T, J 33 | 573 ( 26 l 42-7 : 61 100
Total !158: | 606 imza i 394 I 100

] 2,607

Note:—The unemployed are not included.

40 per cent of the girls that carned belonged to the Mundala com.
munity, the per centages for the Kaipuda-Meras and the Karadhi-
Mari Holevas being 181 and 25 respectively. 10 per cent of the
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Mundala girls ware earners. The Mundalas had 34 per cent males
" and 436 per cent females of the age of ‘15 years and over' as
dependants. The Kaipuda-Meras followed the Mundalas with
22-8 per cent and 179 per cent for males and females respectively,

Numbher and Composition of earners in the Sample families :—
Takle No. 14 is compiled to show the classification of the sample
families accordmg to number of earners, number of dependents and
by communities. -

It will be seen from the table that 169 out of 480 or 35-2 per
cent families had only two earners. As the number of earners in-
creased, the number of families returning them went on rapidly
falling, 229 per cent families possessed three earners, 14-8 per cent
families four earners and so on. There were three families with 10
and more earners in them, Only 33 or about 7 per cent families
had only one member earning in them. On analysing the earners
by communities, it was found that among the major communities
40 per cent of the Koraga families recorded two earners as against
269 par cent for the Mundalas, The Karadhi-Mari Holeyas more
or less conformed to the total per centage and the Kaipuda-Meras
exceeded the latter by only 1-8 per cent. 198 per cent of the total
families possessed 5 or more earners. But this was exceeded by
Karadhi-Mari Holeyas (24-7 per cent) and the Mundalas (22.1 per
cent) the Kaipuda-Meras and the Koragas lagging behind the total
per centage with 188 per cent and 17-Q per cent respectively, 2
out of 3 families with *10 or more earners’ belonged to the Karadhi-
Mari Holeyas, the remaining one being accounted for by the
Kaipuda-Meras. 13 out of 33 or 39-3 per cent of the families with
only one eatner came from the Mundala community. But that

formed only 106 per cent of the total Mundala families under
enquiry.

Considering the number of dependents, it was found that 112
out of 480 or 23:3 per cent families included two dependents. On
either sides of this position of highest density the figures went on
decreasing, and more rapidly as the number of dependents
increased. It will be interesting to note that as many as 88 or 183
per cent of the toral families had no dependents at all, while only
9 per cent families included 5 or more dependents. 75 out of 88
families with no dependents were accounted for by the four major
communities, the Kaipuda-Meras alone contributing more than one-
thitd of them., The Mundalas stood out prominently in two ways,
They had higher per centage of families with one dependent (22:1)



ACCORDING TO NUMBER OF EARNERS AND NUMBER OF DEPENDANTS
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and 5 ot more dependents (15:5). The Thotis recorded more than
60 per cent of their families as having 3 or more dependents against
36-8 per cent for the total. The Mundalas exceeded this total per
centage by only 25, while the Kaipuda-Meras and the Karadhi-
Mati Holeyas lagged behind the latter.

Constdering the earners and the dependents together, it was
found that the largest number of families, viz, 37, were having two
earners with two dependents. This worked out at 21.9 per cent of
the two earner families and 7-7 per cent of the total families under
survey. In terms of per centages, larger number of families with
three and eight earners had only two dependents in them, the per
centages being 27-2 and 33-3. Barring these two groups, it could be
said that as the number of earners increased, the per centage of
families with three or more dependents also went on increasing.

On analysing the earners and the dependents by communities,
it will be seen that in -the one-earner group 42-8 per cent of the
Karadhi-Mari Holeya families had no dependents at all, while 23.0
per cent of the Mundala families included 5 or more dependents
In the two earners group more than one-fourth of the Kaipuda.
Meras’ and the Karadhi-Mari Holeyas' families had more than
three dependents, while 30 per cent of the Mundala families were
without any dependents. In the three earners group 50 per cent
of the Koraga families and 27-2 per cent of Mundala families
recorded only one dependent, while 30 per cent of the Kaipuda
Mera families had two dependents, On grouping together all the
families with four and more earners, it will be seen that 333 per
cent and 30 per cent of the Kaipuda-Meras' and the Karadhi-Mari
Holeyas’ families respectively included two dependents, The
corresponding per centage for the Koragas was 31-2. The same per
cent of the Koraga families had no dependents at all. As regards
the Mundalas, 258 per cent and 243 per cent of their families had
one and ‘5 or more " dependents respectively,

Turning to the composition of the sample families by earners,
it was found that 216 out of 480 or 45 per cent of the total families
included one or more male and female earners in them, as will be
seen from Table No. 15

144 or 30 per cent of the families had two adults, one male
and one female, earning, 46 or 9-6 per cent of the families recorded
children earning along with one or more male and female adults,
the total number of families with children earning being 64 or 13-3
per cent of the total families under survey.



TAELE No. 15—DISTRIBUTION OF SURVEYED FAMILIES BY COMMUNITIES ACCORDING
TO ECONOMIC STATUS AND KUMBER OF DEPENDANTS
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TABLE No. 15—( Cantinued)
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The analysis of the sample families by earners and communities
showed that 577 per cent of the Koragas and 50 per cent of
Kaipuda-Meras included one or more male and female earners.
The Karadhi-Mari Heleyas and the Mundalas conformed to the
total per centage in this respect, while the other communities were
below this, About 60 per cent of the Thoti familtes included two
adult earners, one male and one female, in them, The Kaipuda-
Meras conformed to the total percentage, 33 per cent each of the
Kotaga and the Karadhi-Mari Holeya families belonged to this
group. The Mundalas recorded 23 per cent, the smallest among
the four major communities, It will be interesting to note that
4 or 36-3 per cent of the total families with only one male earners,

TABLE No, 16—DISTRIBUTION OF CHILDREN EARNING
ALONG WITH FAMILY APULTS BY COMMUNITIES

Numbers of Earners
Communities 0 T
1 ’ 2 3 4 or more E Total’
; T
1 Baira - i ’ vas
| |
2 Baithada-Bakuda 4 : | ! 4
3 Godda 1 ]\ 1
4 Kaipuda, Muguara 12 3 l 15
Mera i ; |
5 Karadhi, Mari 11 : 1 1 1 | 13
Holeva, Maila and '
Manisaru
6 Kaoraga 2 . 2
7 Madiga z 1 I . 3
8 Mundala-Uppara 16 2 -‘ 18
) \
2 Nalkeyava 1 : t 1
: H 4
10 Piliya-Folaya } e
11 Raneyar - e ‘ l e i "
i ! |
12 Samagar ‘ 5 : .
13 Thoti 1 e . = 1
: 1
14 Vettuvan K, & P. 6 i | ]
Total 55 ? : 2 ‘ . 64

belonged to the Mundala community and formed only 3-2 per cent
of the total Mundala families under survey. 7 per cent of the
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Mundala families were having only one female adult earning and
accounted for about 40 per cent of the total families in that group.

Table No. 16 sets out the classification of 64 families according
to number of children earning in them and also by communtties.

It will be clear from the table that 55 or about 8% per cent
families had only one male or female child earning in them. Nearly
30 per cent of them were accounted for by the Mundalas and 20
per ceat by the Karadhi-Mari Holeyas, the per centage for the
Kaipuda Meras being little higher than the latter. Out of 7 families
with two children earning, three belonged to the Kaipuda Mera
community and two to the Mundalas. The Karadhi-iMari Holeyas
had one family with three children earning along with adult males
and or females,

Income of the Sample families:—Table No. 17 is compiled to
present a general picture of the total annual income as well as the
income per family and per capita of different communities under
enquiry,

Rs. 1.86 lakhs or 95 per cent of the total receipts came from
the main source of income, If the remittances received from out-
side, viz. Rs, 2,680, which formed the unearned income, were
deducted, the income from supplementary sources would hardly
amount to Rs, 5200. This, however, was not earned in cash, but
was made up of estimated value of kitchen-garden produce and of
meals given by landlords during harvesting seasons. Income from
agriculture carried on by some members of the sample families
formed a negligible part of it.

The average annual income worked out at Rs 388-4-6 per
family and Rs, 71-2-9 per head of the sample population3 This
high tatal average was largely due to rise owing to war conditions
in the rates of wages insome of the occupations followed by the
people under enguiry. Again, in the case of agricultural labourers
their wages in kind remained stationary. They appear larger in
money terms as they were converted in cash value at the prevailing
increased price of paddy and rice.

Looking to the average income of different Communities, it
will be seen that the Thotis recorded both per family and per
capita the largest income of all, viz. Rs. 681 and Rs. 115 respectively.

3 The average anntual income per family and per capita worked cut at s,
162-0 and Rs. 24-0 respectively far the untouchable classes of Mabarashtra survey-
ed by M. G. Bhagat in or about 1933, ’
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These were greater than the total averages by 78 per cent and 62
per cent respectively. The Mundalas followed the Thotis in
respect of the family income but had almost equal per capita income
as the Baithada-Bakudas. The Vettuvans had the smallest income
per family, viz. Rs, 229. The Karadhi-Mari Holeya came next to

TABLE No. 17—TOTAL, PER CAPITA AND
FER FAMILY INCOME BY COMMUNITIES

Bource of income

! Total

_ Average anl. income
58! sg | ,
Communities | -7=Z, Q.2 | annual
oE| 2R : r Supple- | . Per Per
Zg| &S, Man [mentary;‘ ipcome family capita
T \ Rs. ! Rs, ‘ Rs. | Rs. i Rs.
Baira 4] 29 1,115 12 1,127"231—12—0l 38~-11—0
! H N

Baithada- 16 73 6,424 415 6,8391427—7—0| 91—3—0
Bakuda | !

Godda 5 25/ 1,715 65 1,780 |356—0—0  71—3—1

i \ ‘

Kaipuda, Mera, 127 671' 43,433 1,215 44,648 !351—8—0| 66—9—0D
Muguara i { ‘

Karadhi, Mari 1101 5681 23,3811 1,404 26,785 '265—3—2 ‘ 47—3—y
ITcleya, Maila,i : ! :
Manisa : ’ i

Horaga | 45 240, 17,498 224 18,022 1400—8—0 ' 75—0—0

i ' !

Madiga 14 ssl 5,838 270 6,108 [436—4—8 71-14—0

Mundala 1221 689 59,282 3,631 62,913 [515-10-10| 91—4—4q
Uppara

Nalikeyava, 8 47 2,350 25 2,415|301-14—0| 351—6—0

Piliya-Polaya 5 28! 2,095 2,005 [413—0—0| 74-13-2

Raneyar 5 21 1,954 23 | 1,977 |395—6—5| 94—2—3

Samagar 3 13, 1,150 17‘ 1,167 |389—0—0| 85-12—4

N I H
Thoti P11, 83 7,363 135 7,498 | 681-10—2 | 115—5—89
Vettavan K. & P, n“ 61} 2,885 121 | 3,006 | 220—0—0] 49—4—5
Total 480}2,617 1,78,523 7,857\ 1,86,380 |388—4—61 71—2—9
the Veteuvans in both the respects. The Koragas, who ate

proverbially the most backward, recorded larger per capita annual
income than that of the Kaipuda-Meras, .the Karadhi-Mari Holeyas
and the Vettuvans.

As it would be very interesting to study the classification of
the sample families by income groups as well as by communities,
Table No. 18 is compiled.
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TABLE Neo. 18.—DISTRIBUTION OF SURVEYED FAMILIES BY
COMMUNITIES AND INCOME GROUPS

3 te 1Za | 0 Te] | |
L sl oigBiaiale s Si8le sl 00 o
s, Income groups =-;§’,c§ gz gL ielg S gl sy 5oz 2
No., EFEEE R RS R

LR FR |88 2 zlsEn, =

s P €78 CECT
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2 51— 75 " 1L i1l 2 W‘i 1| 9
3 76 — 100 L; 2 ‘) 2| 2jn 2 l\i[ i 9
4 01— 125 L 1‘5 2| 4 sl s H SO BT
5 - 126 — 150 \ 1l 3l e i 1. 2 ‘LI‘ E 16
b 151 — 200 ; IE 11112 |18 : ‘-'x! 1l 3 ! lj lj{ lli 6; 50
7 200 — 250 i ¥ |15 19 E s 10! gl 1'i 155
8 251 — 300 . 3 .23 010 ) 4) 2012 2t e 3 59
g 300 — 350 .| o1 ( z[i 130 75014 l 1l ‘; 1‘| 44
10 351 — 400 Ul 19| 7]3] 212} 1 2 1’i 11 0
11 401 — 450 t EI 1|3 ' 2| 6 ‘ i 1'|\ 11 1" 25
12 451 - 500 |. ‘ zi SRSET ol ‘1 1}..) 19
13 501 — 600 |1 2 I 101 6 5|11 \ 2y 1}‘\ 40
14 601 — 700 .. 2 5 \f 4 4%...J 1 e 13 D
15 701 — 800 L. 1 2003 e 7 i |1 1r REEY
16 S01 — 900 .o 1 . 3 L 5 ‘ N
17 901 — 1000 ... .. } \ w1l s "l 1 7
18 1001 andover .. 1 ! 2 | 3 1‘1 8 Il‘ll zl 17

Tatal :lei_;;z—T 101 4514022 | 8 shiae

101 45]14*122 i SI 5 s, 3i
Pl \ !

11_145 485

Nearly one-eighth of the tctal families recorded an annual
income of between Rs. 251-300. About 38 per cent of them belong-
ed to the Kaipuda-Meras who showed concentration in this group,
the per centage to the total being 181, As against this, about 10
" per cent of the families of the Karadhi-Mari Holeyas, the Koragas
and the Mundalas fell in this group, though all of them put
together accounted for over 44 per cent of the total families in that
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group. It will be of interest to note that none of the Thoti families
had an annual incaome of less .than Rs. 300. 857 per cent of the
Vettuvan, 70 per cent of the Karadhi-Mari Holeyas and 287 pet
cent of the Mundala families ‘were below this line.: Round about
45 per cent of thefamilies of the Baithada-Bakudas, the Kaipuda-
Meras and the Koragas answered the same description. Qut of 25
families that had an annual income of less than Rs. 1€0; 10 belonged
to the Karadhi-Mari Holeyas, three to the Baithada-Bakudas and
two to the Vettuvans, the per centages of these to the total families
of the respective communities coming to d0, 187 and 14-2. Turning
to the upper income-groups, it will be seen that 178 or 37 per cent
of the total families were having an average annual income of
between Rs. 300 and Rs. 600 i, e. between Rs. 25 to Rs, 50 per
manth. ~Only 2 out of 14 Vettuvan families were found in this
group, but they had an annual income of less than Rs. 450 and no
family exceeded that limit. In still higher reaches of income, the
Baithada-Bakudas, the Mundalas and the Thotis figured prominent-
ly,. the per. centages of families falling in this group to the totals
for respective communities being 318, 319 and 63-6. The corres-
ponding per centages for the Kaipuda-Meras, the Karadhi-Mari
Holeyas and the Koragas came to 97, 69 and 17-7 respectively. It
should be noted that 181 per cent of the Thoti families recorded
more than Rs, 1000 as their average annual income, as against the
total per centage of 3-5 for the group. Though the Mundalas ac-
counted for nearly half of the total families in the group, _only &5

per cent families of the community could earn an annual average
mcome of more than Rs, 1000

Table No. 19 is prepared to show how far average annual
income of the sample families was determined by number of earning
members in them, As two Mundala families bhad no earners, the
table presents the classification of 478 families.

: Broadly speaking, the table revealed that as number of earners
increased, the total annual income of the family also increased,
though not proportionately. This trend was noticed to be more
prominent in respect of the first five and the last eight income
groups out of the total of 18, Barring exceptional cases, this more
or less applied to individual communities. Some glaring exceptions
may, however, be noted. A Koraga family with five or more
earners had an average annual income of less than Rs. 50, The
family horribly suffered from under-employment and depended for
livelihood more on begging than on its earning. Again, in the in-
come-groups of Rs. 301 to 600 and Rs. 601 to 700, there were two

? .
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families each of only one earner. A Mundala family was found in
the former group, while one family of the Baithada-Bakudas was
recorded in the latter. This was because, as will presently be seen,
of the remunerative occupations followed by the families concerned.

Income per Adult-equivalent :—To get an idea of the adequacy
or otherwise of the income of the sample families it was necessary
to examine the relation between the income and the number and
requirements of the people who- depended on it. This required
conversion of the total number of members in a family into standard
consumption units, for which the following scale was adopted:—

Ceefficient
Adult male 1000
Adult female above 50 years 1.000
Adult female below 50 years 0-875
Child of 5 to 15 years 0-625
Child below 5 years 0375

Table No. 20 is compiled to present the correlation between
the number of equivalent adults and the annual income of the
sample families, [t shows the frequency distribution of the annual
income per adult-equivalent.

It will be seen from the table that 77 or 16 per cent of the
families had an annual income of upto Rs, 50 per adult equivalent
or about Rs. 4 per month. The Karadhi-Mari Holeyas returned
about 32 per cent of their families in this income group, to be
followed closely by the Vettuvans with 28-6 per cent. The Mun-
dalas recorded the lowest per centage, viz. 49, As the income per
adult equivalent increased, the number of families went on rising
till it reached the income-group of Rs. 75-100, where the greatest
concentration was found. Then on, the number of families went on
diminishing very rapidly, excepting in the income-group of Rs. 175~
200 where it remained constant for a while to continue the fall
again. 304 or 63 per cent of the families recorded an income of
more than Rs.50 but less than Rs, 125 per adult equivalent per year,
i. e. between Rs. 4 and Rs, 10 per month. More than two thirds of
the families of the Karadhi-Mari Holeyas and the Vettuvans fell
in this broad income group. As against this, the Kaipuda.Meras
recotded a per centage of 73 and the Mundalas about 59.  All the
income groups above Rs. 125 taken together accounted for about
21 per cent of the total sample families. Only 2 per cent of the



TABLE No, 20.—DISTRIBUTION OF SURVEYED FAMILIES BY COMMUNITIES AND INCOME
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Karadhi-Mar1 Holeya familics found their way into it. A little less
than one third of the Koraga families, who are proverbially very
poor, had an income of more than Rs. 125 per adult equivalent per
vear. The Thotis recorded the highest per centage in the group,
viz. 81-8. As compared to them even the Mundalas looked poor
with only 36 per cent of their families falling in that group. But
in the highest reaches of income, the Mundalas had no rivals.
Among the major communities the Kaipuda-Meras registered the
lowest per centage, viz. 13.3, being much less than the total per
centage,

It would be interesting in this connection to know about the
cotrelation between the size of income and the size of family after
conversion Into appropriate adult equivalents. Table No. 21 was
compiled to show it. '

The size of income and the size of family seemed to be diiectly
related to each other. In the lower income-groups were found
families of small size. But as the size of income increased, so did
the size of family. 223 or 46-4 per cent of the total families possess-
ed more than 4 adult-equivalents and were found largely in higher
income-groups. But bevond that their distribution in different in-
come groups did not show any uniform tendency. For instance,
the largest number of families in this category, viz. 33, were found
in the income-group of Rs. 351-400, but that hardly worked to 14
per cent of the total. The lack of uniform tendency was visible
even in regard to families of smaller size. Considering the position
community-wise, no marked deviation from this was noticed.
There were 47 families in all with more than four adult-equivalents
but with less than Rs. 300 annual inccme. 64 per cent of them
were accounted for by the Kaipuda-Meras and the Karadhi-Mari
Holevas. The Thotis had not a single family in this broad income
group, while the Mundalas had only 3 and the Koragas 5. Thz per
centages to the total families with more than four adult-equiva-
lents worked out at 24 for the Kaipuda Meras, 36 for the Karadhi-
Mari Holeyas, 5 for the Mundalas and about 24 for the Koragas.
This reflected the economic backwardness of the Karadhi-Mari
Holeyas more conspicuously than others,

What is adequate income for an adult-equivalent ? :—Accord-
ing to Dr. W. R, Aykroyd, Director, Nutrition Rescarch Labora-
tories, Coonoor, before the war when the prices were normal an
ill-balanced diet of adequate calorie value consisting largely of
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¢cereals cost about Rs, 2-8-0 per adult man per month.t But during
the war prices of almost all commodities soared bigh as will be
seen from the following table (No. 22) which gives prices of neces-
sary articles of life as they prevailed in 1938 and 1943 (January) in
Mangalore market.5

TABLE NOQ, 22

1938 ’ 1943 ! percentage
Rs. Rs. rise
1.| Rice ( per maund ) 4—8-0 | 10—3-0 1333
2. | Cocoanut il 4—3-0 19-14-0 3746
3. | Cocoanuts ( per 100 ) 4—0-0 12—0-0 3000
4, [ Horse gram 5—8-0 17—0-0 20%-0
5. | Bengal gram 10=—4-0 28—0-0 1731
6. | Chillies 5—4-0 13—0-0 147:6
7.| Jaggery 35—0-0 78—0-0 1229
8. | Black gram 4—8-~0 11—0-0 | 144.4
9. | Grace Dal 114120 | 37—0-0 | 214-6
10. ! Lanki Dal 9-12-0 A7—0-D ! 176-9
11. | Ragi 2—4-0 7—0-0 ! 21141
12. | Soeap Qu=4-0 0-10-0 150.0
13. | Arecanut ( per candes ) 40—0-0 450—0-0 10230
14. | Sweet Potatoes 9—6-0 2—0-0 433.3
15. | Mateh-box 0-—_0-3 0—0D-6 1000
16. | Groundnut il 3—0~0 12—0-0 3000

It should be remembered here that these were the wholesale
prices in Mangalore market. Retail prices in rural areas were
higher than these. Further, it should be noted that the prices of
almost all the necessities of life continued their upward trend even
after January 1943 and were allowed to find their own level, Before

4 Note on {food and Nutrition Policy in India, 1945, p. 2. Also refer Health
Bulletin No 23, 1935, p. i5

5 Figures are taken from the Memorandum submitted by the District L and-
holders’ Association to the Govt, of Madras,
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the present survey was taken the price of rice, the staple food of
the district, had been stabilised by imposing control at a level
higher than the pre-war one by about 250 per cent, But in regard
to other necessities practically no controls existed, with the result
that the cost of living in rural areas had easily reached the figure
of 300, assuming pre-war prices as basic 100, It would thus be seen
that even the ill-balanced diet cost not less than Rs. 7-8-0 per adult-
equivalent per month in 1945, Obviously, this did not include
expenditure on clothing and did not provide for contingencies,
housing etc. Cloth, wherever and whenever available, was sold at
morte than three times the pre-war prices. If all these factors were
taken into consideration and if a little margin for extra intake of
food for doing hard manual labour was allowed, 1t could generally
be said that an adult man or his equivalent required at least Rs, 10
per month or Rs. 125 per year.

If this criterion was applied to the incomes of the sample
families, it would be seen that about 16 per cent of them had just
encugh annual income to live according to pre-war prices! Nearly
four-fifths of the total families earned an annual income of less than
Rs. 125, Even supposing that all this income was available and
was wisely spent, it was not sufficient to purchase for an adult-
equivalent the minimum necessaries of life, Thus, the families
whose income per adult-equivalent was less than Rs, 125 per yvear
might be considered as living in abject poverty. The Karadhi-
Mari Holeyas, and the Vettuvans had all their families below the
poverty line, Excepting the Thotis and the Mundalas, a large
majority of other communities shared the same fate, This was the
position when an ill-balanced diet was provided. A well-balanced
diet of the same calorie value containing milk, meat, fish, vegetables
etc. in sufficient amounts used to cost, according to Dr. Aykroyd,
from Rs. 5 to Rs. 6 per adult man per month in pre-war times.
An annual income of at least Rs, 225 would be required in 1945 to
allow such a diet and a fair amount of clothing etc. According to
this test, hardly a dozen families of the Mundalas, the Thotis
and the Kaipuda-Meras put together could be classified as being
above want and all the rest in poverty.



CHAPTER 11t
The Occupations and the Working Conditions.

An enquiry into the incomes of the Depressed Classes would be
considered as incomplete and unreal unless it was supplemented
with a study of the occupations followed by the people concerned.
It was further necessary to know the conditions in which the
occupations were carried on and to understand the problems
connected with them. For, all these matters influenced and
determined the size of incomes of different communities under
survey.

As previously stated, agriculture is the pre-eminent occupation
in South Xanara. But by its very nature and also on account of
meagre irrigational facilities in the district, it could not provide
employment to about 70 per cent population of the districe all the
year round. Some people had, therefore, to engage themselves in
occupations other than agriculture in their spare time. Table No.
23 presents the information relating to the number of occupations
followed by individual earners of the different communities under
survey.

1,126 out of 1,581 or about 71 per cent of the earners depended
for their livelihoad only on one occupation. This one occupation
was not always agriculture but included non-agricultural occupations
and professions as well. It was interesting to find that, though their
occupartions and the size of their incomes differed, some communities
entirely, while others largely, depended only upon one occupation.
25 per cent of the total earners followed two occupations and the
remaining 4 per cent three or more. 141 out of 355 or about 40
per cent of the Karadhi-Mari Holeyas had to keep themselves
engaged in more than one occupation, of which seven per cent, the
highest of all, in three or more occupations. No Mundala man or
woman, like the Thotis, followed three or more occupations. The
smallest per centage of the Koragas, viz. 2.6, had to resort to three
or more occupations, the per centage of the Koragas engaged in
two occupations being only 16. Round about one-forth of the
Kaipuda-Meras and the Mundaks were required to follow two
occupations. It may generally B stated that insufficient income
and under-employment in one occupation often forced the earners
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to resort to other occupations to cke out a living. Continuity or
otherwise of employment was also an important factor that
determined the pursuit of one or more occupations. The nature

TABLE No. 23—-NUMBER OF OCCUPATIONS FOLLOWED BY
INDIVIDUAL FEARNERS BY COMMUNITIES

|

N | ; F
/ol Communities 3 One occupation \ Two oceupations \ Tl;i?ﬂ;;gg:e E [*_'E
e : f :
— ; ) ! . i

1 Baira ‘ 16 i 16
2| Baithada-Bakuda J 25 i 21 46
3| Godda l 17 | 17
% Kaipuda, Mera, | :

| Muoguara , 295 T 105 al 421
5‘ Karadhi, Manisaru | :

.{ Maila, Mari I-[o]eya." 214 116 25 355
0 Koraga 129 22 4 155
71 Madiga 36 11 5 52
8 Mundala-Uppara 2561 105 396
9 Nalkeyava 9 13 5 27
10. Piliya-Folaya 10 4 2 16
i1 Raneyar 10 Z Ve 12
12 Samagar 5 vy 5
13 Thoti 28 | 28
4 Vaturan K. & P 35 |33

1] Total | 1,120 39¢ 62 ’1.,_58—l

of occupation was also a decisive factor in this connection, To
present a general picture of the occupations followed by 1,581
earners, according to communities, Table No. 24 is compiled.

The table needs some explanation, The classification of
carnets into various occupations given in the table was not water-
tight, It did not mean that the earner followed the particular
occupation all the year round. [t only meant that he or she was
engaged in the occupation for a major part of the year or the in-
come from it was much larger than that from other subsidiary or
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supplementary occupations, Again, in the case of ‘Agricultural
occupations,’ the different occupations listed in the table could not
be, by their very nature, mutually exclusive. For instance, the
occupations sepatately shown as *‘Agricultural labour’ and ‘Labour
in arecanut, pepper and cocoanut gardens’ are a case in point.
This kind of splitting-up was done in order to bring the dominant
characteristic of the agricultural occupation into light.

921 or about 582 per cent of the total earners followed agricul-
tural occupations for a major part of the year, If the number of
earners who worked in agriculture during seasons was added to
this, the per centage would easily have reached the district per
centage of 70. 46 per cent of the total male adults and 66-7 per
cent of the male children were found engaged in agricultural
occupations as against €86 per cent and 81-8 per cent of female
adults and children respectively. Generally speaking, more females
than males were found working in agricultural occupations. The
Koragas were the notable exceptions to this. Among the major
communities, the highest per centage of males in agriculture was
recorded by the Karadhi-Mari Heoleyas (80-7), followed by the
Kaipuda-Meras with 65-1 per cent, as against the total per centage
of 156:3. The smallest per centage of males was found among the
Koragas (13-1), to be closely followed by cthe Mundalas with
149 percent. 92 and 93 per cent, of the women of the Kaipuda-
Meras and the Karadhi-Mari Holeyas respectively depended for
their livelihood on agricultural occupations, as against the total
per centage of 752. 605 per cent of the females as against 149
per cent of the males of the Mundala Community followed agricul-
tural occupations,

On a further analysis of the total for agricultural occupations,
it was seen that about 60 per cent of the total earners in this
category were found working as purely agricultural labourersin
paddy fields and cocoanut, arecanut and pepper gardens for all the
year round and followed practically no other occupation. 420 out
of 545 (or 77 per cent) workers were accounted for by the Kaipuda-
Meras and the Karadhi-Mari Holeyas put together, as against 11 of
Koragas and 52 of the Mundalas, It should be noted here that
28 out of 48 labourers in gardens, where employment is almost
steady, belonged to the Kaipuda-Meras. Leaving aside the in-
significant figures for the agriculturists and the cattle-tenders, it
would be seen that 360 or 331 per cent of the total earners in the
category adopted agricultural labour as the main occupation and
followed one or more subsidiary occupations during off~~seasons,
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Two-thirds of these were women and children. ‘Agricultural
labour with other occupations’ was the largest of the sub-groups
in which the females out-numbered males in the proportion of 3:1.
The Kaipuda-Meras, the Karadhi-Mari Holeyas and the Mundalas
formed the bulk of them, the second community alone accounting
for 43 per cent of the total for the sub-occupation. The occupa-
tion of grass-picking was followed by females mostly of the
Kaipuda-Meras and the Mundalas as the only or main occupation.

In the non-agricultural occupations, which accounted for 27.3
per cent of the total earners, the males were in excess over females
in the proportion of little less than 2:1. 90 per cent of the Thotis
were found in the present category of occupations. The Mundalas
came next. Three-fourths of the males and more than one-third
females of that community were returned in this category. About
20 per cent of the Kaipuda-Meras and the Koragas were engaged
in non-agricultural occupations, as against 12:3 per cent for the
Karadhi-Mari Holeyas. Scavenging was done by the Koragas and
the Thotis and sweeping by others, except the Mundalas. The
occupations of ‘dock labout’ and *factory labour’ were monopolised
by the Mundalas. Again, they contributed a little more than half
the total number of the unskilled labourers engaged in general
coolie work, and about two-thirds of the total earners doing stone-
cutting, The * Kaipuda-Meras' was another important’ community
in this category of occupations. [t stood next only to the Mundalas
in general coolie work and stone cutting, accounting for 28-8 per
cent and 324 per cent of the totals of the respective sub-occupa-
tions. In respect of ghat labour the Karadhi-Mari Holeyas con-
tributed che largest number (29) and the Kaipuda-Meras followed
them closely wicth 26. But if the number of those who combined
agricultural labour with ghat labour were reckoned, both the
communities were almost on par. The Mundalas contributed only
106 per cent to the total strength of the ghat labour. The
Kaipuda-Meras and the Mundalas contributed 30 per cent each to
the total strength of road-work coolies, the rest being accounted
for by the Karadhi-Mari Holeyas. Fishing was done as the sole or
main occupation largely by women, and there too by Mundalay
women,

The sub-occupations in ‘the *Trades and Crafts’ category
indicated the traditional occupations of the respective communities
that followed them, An exception to it was the occupation of
preparing lime and making charcoal. Though it was not known to be
their—traditional occupation, the Madigas monopolised the former,
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The same was true about the Mundalas in regacd to the latter.
By their very nature, both the occupations were seasonal. Thus,
those who followed them had to fall back upon agriculture during
the rainy season. It should be noted that the per centage of female
workers was greater than that of the males in this category. In
the basket-making and the lime burning they outnumbered males.

Nearly half of those in the professions belonged to the
Mundala community. Devil-dancing was the traditional occupa-
tion of the Nalkeyavas and was followed by them alone, As they
could not get work all the year round some of them were found
working as agricultural coolies, while some others engaged them-
selves in making caps. The Mundalas accounted for 50 per cent
and 80 per cent of the respective totals for the service and the
teaching profession. It would be interesting to note that a
Mundala female was following teaching profession.

In the ‘Miscellaneous occupations ' the Mundalas dominated,
accounting tor 45-4 per cent of the total. The four Madiga children
returned in this category were students of the Shri Krishna
Vidyalaya at Ramanagar (Kasargod Taluka) and were earning and
learning simultanecusly under a sort of apprenticeship system.

The occupations had a direct bearing on income as would be
evidenced from Table No, 25, which presents the frequency dis-
tribution of incomes of individual earners in different occupations.

Of 267 earners engaged in different categories of accupations
but with an annual income of less than Rs, 30, 186 or about 70 per
cent were accounted for by the agricultural occupations. This
woarked out at 20 per cent of the total for the category. In the case
of non-agricultural occupations, the corresponding per centages
were 81 and 4.9, The incomes from the ‘trades and crafts’ showed
the latter to be rather in a depressed condition. 57 workers in
this category had an annual income of less than Rs, 30. This
worked out at 296 per cent of the total for the category and 21-3
per cent of the total for the income group, Further, 1,158 out of
1,581 or 71-4 per cent workers had an annual income of less than
Rs. 125, All the agricultural occupations taken together accounted
for 804 or over 71 per cent of them. The corresponding per
centage for the ‘non-agricultural occupations’ and the ‘trades and
crafts’ came to about 14 each. It need be noted here that 87:3 per
cent of the total earners in the category of agricultural occupations
had an annual income of less than Rs, 125. As against this, only
366 per cent of the non-agricultural workers fell in that income

g
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group. While the ‘trades and crafts’ followed the agricultural
occupations in this respect a bit closely, with 82.3 per cent, the
professions contributed to the group only 2 earners out of the total
strength of 25, Though the number of earners engaged in
* Miscellaneous occupations’, making more chan Rs. 125 a year, was
greater than that of those who earned less, yet the difference be-
tween the two was not considerable. Generally stated, the agri-
cultural occupations and the *trades and crafts’ yielded very poor
annual income, while the non-agricultural occupations and the
professions showed 2 tendency in the opposite direction., But for
the inclusion of little less than one third females and children in the
non-agricultural occupations the per centage of earners with higher
income than Rs. 125 a year, would have been much greater than
the present one of 63-4. But the same could not be said so truly
about the agricultural occupations and the trades and crafts, The
professions presupposed some investment by way of training and
education on the part of their practitioners and were naturally more
paving than any occupation in any other categors.

The consideration of individual occupations in different
categories tevealed equally interesting facts. 9out of 10 persons
following agriculture almost entirely had less than Rs. 125 as their
annual income. This brought ocut the non-paying character of
agriculture as practised by the Depressed Classes, whatever reasons
for that might be. Even the combining of agriculture with agri-
cultural labour outside did not make much difference in the
economic condition of the persons concerned. The position of
those who worked as agricultural labourers alone was perhaps
the worst of all. 934 per cent of them could earn an income of not
more than Rs. 125 per year, A greater income than that indicated
a sympathetic and benevolent attitude of landlords concerned.
For instance, the two labourers who earned an income of Rs, 201
to Rs. 2530 were in the permanent employ of Raja of Maipadi in
Kasargod taluka. Such exceptions rather proved the rule.” The
income of labourers in cacoanut, pepper and arecanut gardens
showed what difference the nature of crops made. As the gardens
praoduced cash crops as against the subsistence crops in agriculture
employment in them was compatatively more remunerative and
more sustained than in agriculture. Nearly half of the labourers in
gardens could earn annually more than Rs, 225. Barring this, it
could generally be said chat where agricultural labour pre-dominat.
ed, the combining with it of any other supplementary occupation
did not materially add te the income of the carners concerned.
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Excepting the occupations of *general coolie work’ and ‘sweep-
ing and scavenging', all the rest non-agricultural occupations were
seasonal in varying degrees. During off-seasons a small minority of
the workers in the category no doubt resorted to occupations in
the other categories, mostly agricultural. But this was done very
sparingly. Most of the workers rested during off-seasons. In spite
of this, more than three-fifths of the total earners in the category
could earn annually an income of more than Rs. 125, Again, as
has already been stated, sex composition of earners in different
occupations made a great difference. The occupation of fshing,
for instance, which was dominated by females, returned all the
earners in the lower income group. The occupation of ‘road work’
was pethaps the only one in which no females found their way,
with the result that about 88 per cent of the workers earned more
than Rs, 150 per vear. Even in ‘stone-cutting’, which was a very
arduous accupation, were found females to the extent of 22 per
cent who forced down the general wage level in the occupation.
In *sweeping and scavenging’ four persons were found to bave an
income of upto Rs. 50 per year. This was because they were more
of helpers and beginners than regular earners. The nature and
importance of the occupation ensured permanent service for those
who followed it. The resule was that 90 per cent of the workers
could earn more than Rs, 125 per year, notwithstanding the
presence of females in the occupation. General coolie work in the
district and in coffee plantations up the ghats, comparatively speak-
ing, did not pay well, more so the latter. For, the income of as
large a per centage as 41-1 and 696 of the workers in the respective
occupations was upto Rs. 125 per year.

For the large number of artisans, basket making yielded yery
poor returns. 87 per cent of them earned less than Rs. 125 per
year. This was due to the fact that though sufficient work was
not available, the artisans stuck to the trade, it being their tradi-
tional occupation. This depressed the income level in the occupa-
tion. The same thing bappened, to some extent, in respect of
occupations of ‘lime burning and charcoal-making.” The occupa-
tion of ‘cap and mat making' was more or less seasonal and was
supplemented by agricultural labour. But with all that it paid
very poorly. In contrast to this, leather-work was generally paying.
More than three-fifths of the workers in the occupation earned
more than Rs. 125 per year and about 38 per cent more than Rs. 250,
This high income was obtained even though the industry was partly
seasonal. A morte or less steady employment in service and a small
per centage of females 1n the industry explained the above fact,
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The teaching profession paid better than service and all those
following it earned more than Rs. 250 a year, two of them getting
more than Rs. 500. As against this, none in private service could
earn more than Rs. 500 but at the same time not less than Rs. 175

per vear. The devil-dancing required to be supplemented by * cap
and mat-making’ or by the *agricultural labour.

After having studied the occupational distribution among
different communities under survey and also the correlation
between the occupations and the incomes, it would now be appro-
priate and necessary to know about the earnings of individual
carners of different communities under enquiry. Table No. 26 is
compiled to show that.

Turning to the totals at the outset, it would be seen that about
95 per cent of the children of either sex could not earn more than
Rs. 125 per year, their concentration being found in the income.
groups of from Rs. 26, to Rs, 50 and from Rs, 51 to Rs. 75, This
was generally true in respect of all the communities concerned. All
the four children, whoearned annually more than Rs. 150, belonged
to the Mundala community and were employed in non-agricultural
occupations. Of the total workers earning uptc Rs. 125 2 year, the
children accounted for only 6:5 per cent, while the women formed
60-5 per cent, the highest of all, the remaining 33 per cent being
accounted for by the men. Again, it was found that the earnings
of 90 per cent of women, against 50 per cent of men, did not exceed
the income limit given above. Among the major communities, the
Karadhi-Mari Holeyas returned all their women in the income
group of upto Rs 125 per year, and the Kaipuda-Meras about 97 per
cent of theirs. The Koragas and the Mundalas were found ina
comparatively enviable position. 14 per cent and 21-5 per cent of
women of the respective communities could surpass the above
income limit, The highest concentration of women earners was
noticed in the income group of between Rs. 51 and Rs, 75 per year,
accounting for nearly one-third of the total. On either sides of it,
there were groups of great density. The greatest number of women
of the Karadhi-Mari Holeyas and the Koragas earned an income
of between Rs. 26 and Rs. 50 per year. The women of the Kaipuda-
Metras, the Vettuvans and the Baithada-Bakudas conformed to the
total in this respect. While in the case of Mundala women, the mode
or the greatest number shifted to the next higher income group of
Rs. 125.150. A trifle more than 85 per cent of the Karadhi-Mari
‘Holeya women could earn annually an income of between Rs. 25
and Rs. 73, No other major community showed such a high
concentration of women workers in that income-group,
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A glance at the series of totals for male adults would show that
the position of greatest density was in the income group of between
Rs. 75 and Rs, 100. But the density was not as high as in the case
of women, The greatest number in the case of men formed only
20-4 per cent of the total, as against 32 per cent for the women.
L.eaving aside the first and the last two income-groups, it would be
seen that though the size of different groups in the series was far
from uniform, the variation between any two adjacent groups,
excepting two or three, was not very considerable. This meant that
the distribution of earners in different income groups was Iess un-
even than in the case of women. The earners of the Kaipuda-Meras
and the Mundalas were distributed in all cthe income-groups except
the first. The Koragas too showed the same tendency. About 40
per cent of the Mundalas had an annual income of between Rs. 173
and Rs, 250, as against 16 per cent for the Kaipuda-Meras, 42 per-
cent for the Karadhi-Mari Holeyas and about 20 per cent for the
Koragas. The greatest number of earners of the Kaipuda-Meras,
the Karadhi-Mart Holeyas and the Koragas had an income of
Rs, 76 to Rs. 100 per year. The Thotis showed the most sporadic
distribution. The greatest number, viz. 11, of Thott male adult
earners was found in the income group of Rs. 301-400, This formed
73-3 per cent of the total for the community and 215 per cent of
the total for the income group. In the case of men earners of
Baithada-Bakudas the distribution in different income groups was
more uneven than that of the Mundalas.

The reason for the disparity in incomes of the earners of dif-
ferent communities lay in the category of cccupations followed.
A reference to Table No. 25 and 26 would bear out the truth of che
above remark,

The correlation between occupations and incomes in Table No,
26 showed that incomes from some occupations, like agricultural
labour, were decidedly low. After allowing for seasonality, it could
generally be said that the conditions of work, rates of wages etc.
obtaining in the occupations concerned were largely responsible for
the low incomes. It would, therefore, be interesting, and necessary
too, to enquire into the working conditions etc. of at least important
agricultural and non-agricultural occupations and the trades and
crafts.

A. Agricultural Occupation.

(1) & (4) Agriculture:—92 persons returned as practising
agriculture alone or along with agricultural labour belonged to
10
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44 families, The analysis of these families revealed that 16 of them
bad their own land, 16 had it on rent, while in regard to the remain-
ing 12 no definite tnformation could be obtained. On analysing the
figure for owners of land according to the size of holding, the
following results were obtained,

Size of the holding No, of families owning it

1/2 acre 4 families
1 acre 1 family
1% acres 7 family
2 acres 1 family
3% acres 1 families

No information 2 families

16

Most of these people produced vegetables, chillies, ginger etc,
But those having bigger hoidings grew paddy as well, The pro-
duction and the marketing were carried on very inefficiently and
uneconomically, as they lacked finance and technical guidance and
advice. The result was that the general income level in the oc-
cupation was depressed. The classification of owners according to
communities showed that five were the Goddas, six belonged to the
Kaipuda-Mera community, four to the Mundalas and one to the
Vettuvans, Besides these, there was another family of the Kaipuda-
Meras which owned and rented land and was included in the
tenants’ families, Excepting five, all the other land-owners also
worked outside as agricultural labourers.

16 tenant-cultivators were found paying rent to landlords in the
following proportions :—

Per centage of

rent to total produce Number paying it

50 per cent 2 families
54 " 1 family
60 1 “
666 |, 1 '
70 " 2 families
75 " 2 v
80 " 2 "
82 " 1 family
83 . 1 -

Rent not fixed 3 families

16
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Excepting one, all of them were chalgeni or temporary tenants.
The geni or rent was always paid in kind, In some cases, a small
cash was paid in addition. Tenants continued to be so only on
sufferance of their landlords and were evicted at a very short
notice, and regardless of their hardships and inconvenience, if they
incurred displeasure of the latter. Instances of the kind could be
cited ad infnitum. After paying the geni, a couple of muras
(2 mura = 42 seers) of paddy and all the straw often remained to
the share of the temant.! Where two crops were raised, the
tenants’ share was larger than that described above. The remarks
made earlier about the production and marketing of agricultural
produce by landowners applied equally, if not more, truly to the
tenant-cultivators. Excepting four, all the other 12 families
engaged themselves as agricultural labourers,

Out of 12 families whose proprietory tights were indefinite
or not known, 10 were kumari cultivators and no information was
available for the other two. These 10 families were more of
labourers than cultivators, if they paid warg bumari assessment 1. e,
to landholders, It was probable that they paid no assessment at all
to the landholders concerned. For, the latter required more the
assured labour of the kumari cutters than any assessment from them,
By lending a small plot of land on the hill-side for their own culti-
vation, the kwmari cutters were tied down to the soil, some
economic interest, howsoever small or flimsy, having been created
for them. So long as the kumrai cutter continued his service, he
enjoyed the benefit of the plot. In some cases, the man was
allowed to appropriate to himself the entire produce of the kumari,
while in some others the overlordship of the wargdar was maintain-
ed by fixing some rent to be paid by the bumari cutter. Usually
the rent, if it was charged, was not high. But instances were there
in which tenants had to put up with unfavourable conditions. For
instance, a tenant was given a piece of land for pepper cultivation
on the condition that, after deducting labour cost of Rs, 100, he
should appropriate the yield for the first four years after which the
landlord will get it, It should be remembered here that the pepper
creepers begin to yield properly from the fifth year, though it
continues to yield a little even earlier. The kumari and pepper
cultivators in question were the Mailas and the Vettuvans., But if
some of them paid assessment direct to Government, it meant that
they held ‘Sarkar kumari’ and the land belonged to the Government,

1 The price fixed by Government for procurement was Rs. 10 per mura of
trice of the lowest quality., The prevalent rate at which the straw was soid in 1943
was 6 as per 100 bundles,
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(2), (3), (5) & (6) Agricultural labour alone or along with
supplementary eccupations :—The bulk of the earners in the agri-
cultural occupations fell in this category. 497 of them depended
almost entirely upon agricultural labour. The next large group
consisted of those who supplemented agricultural labour with
other minor occupations. Table No. 27 shows how this group was
composed.

It will be seen from the table that the collecting and selling of
firewood provided employment to 85 out of 137 or over 60 per cent
of the earners in this group. Half of them belonged to the Karadhi-
Mari Hoeleya community. The extracting of oil from cashewnuts
or selling them in peeled form kept 31 or over 22 per cent of the
eatners engaged. Cashewnuts were collected from forests, Govern-
mental or private, without paying any fees and were sold at
about Rs. 20 per mura wholesale or at about 9 to 10 as. per 100
nuts by retail, after peeling and extracting cil from them. The
oil was sold to local merchants or to cashewnut factories. Manure
was made by collecting green leaves from forests or waste lands
from Awugust onwards and sold to cultivators. In Coondapur
taluka some Koragas collected pigs’ dung and sold it as manure for
flower-gardens at the rate of 5 as, per basket. The growing and
selling of flowers, vegetables and fruits was possible in or near big
towns where ready market could be had for them. The shells were
collected from rivers and were sold by retai] at 8 as. per 100. A dish
prepared of shells, called Maravayi, was a delicacy amongst the
Mundalas and some other Depressed Classes. The used shells were
later sold away for making quick lime. Actually more people,
mostly women, were engaged on this than were returned in the
survey, The collecting and selling of forest produce, such as, soap-
nut, lac, medicinal herbs and drugs etc. vrovided part-time work to
a much larger number of people than the figuie in the table
represented. In Coondapur taluka many people were found collect-
ing forest produce during the months of April and May and making
Rs. 5to Rs, 10 per month, Almost all of these supplementary
occupations were seasonal, could well fit in with agricultural
labour and placed ready cash, howsoever small, in the hands of those
who followed them.

The employment as labourers in arecanut, cocoanut and pepper
gardens was steady and, therefore, more remunerative. The watering,
mulching and such other operations in the gardens provided
employment to hundreds of labourers, especially in the winter and
summer months. Arecanut plants required some special attention



TABLE NO. 27—EARNERS FOLLOWING OCCUPATION OF AGRICULTURAL LABOUR CLASSIFIED
ACCORDING TO SUBSIDIARY QCCUPATIONS AND COMMUNITIES
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during the monsoon. If the rains were excessive, they were likely
to be attacked by worms and paste, which adversely affected the
flowering of the plants. They had, therefore, to be sprayed with a
solution of copper sulphate or 'Bordeau' mixture soon after they
were affected by paste. The labourer had to climb up the plant
and do the spraying work. In the rainy season, this was very risky.
If a labourer fell down from the top of a tree which was usually
very tall and thin and slippery, there was a possibility of his dying.
He was treated in -a hospital at the cost of the employer if he did
survive the fall. The family of the labourer was not usually cared
for when the main earner in it lay in the hospital. No compensa-
tion was paid if the man was incapacitated by the fall. If the
labourer died as a result of the fall, his family received, if at all, a
compensation equal to not less than 2 or 3 months’ salary of the
deceased. With all this risk, the labourer was paid at the rate of
3 as. for spraying the solution of one maund of Bordeau mixture.
At this rate a conscientious labourer could easily earn about
Rs. 1-8-0 per day. But considering the risk involved, the wage-rate
was rightly complained to be too low. The process of spraying had
to be repeated two ot three times during the rainy season.

None of the earners who combined ghat labour with agricul-
tutal labour spent more than five months in the ghats, Those whoe
spent more time than that were included in the sub-occupation
*ghat labour ' under the category of non-agricultural occupations.

Agriculture, including the gardening, was carried on chiefly by
means of Kulialugalu or hired labourers. There still prevailed
the system of Miuladalugaly or hereditory serfs, In 1894, J. Sturrock,
I. C. 5., wrote about the farm labourers thus: “Most of the
labourers employed on farms belong to the class known as Dhers or
Holeyas, and such of them as are not still considered as farm slaves
or Mulada Holeyas come as a rule under the designation of Salada
Holeyas or a Holeya who is bound to his master by a debt. "% Even
after the lapse of over 50 years since Mr. Sturrock wrote, conditions
were found to be materially unchanged so far as the Milada
Holevas were concerned. Slavery of course is legally abolished, but
custom dies hard. As E. Thurston put it,? ** Notwithstanding the
measure of personal freedom enjoyed by all men at the present time
and the unification of the land tenures in the province under the
revenue survey and settlement, the traditions of birth, immemorial

2 Madras District Manuals, South Kanara, Vol. L p, 198,
3 Castes and Tribes of Sonthern Iadia, Vol, 1L, pp. 335-336
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custom, ignorance and never-to-be-paid-off loads of debt, tend to
preserve in gpreater or less integrity the conditions of semi slavery
under which these agrestic slaves live.” Even in the ’forties
instances were not wanting to show that a Miilada Holeya was not
his own master for all practical purposes, not only as regards his
property, but also with regard to his body. He was the old
hereditory serf attached ta the Muli Wargs (estates) and was
owned, though not legally, by the Wargadar or landholder, As he
was attached to the estate, he changed with it. Some Milada
Holevas complained in Karkal and Kasargod talukas that they were
not allowed to go away. It was further complained that in Karkal
taluka some Milada Holevas were made to pay a polltax of
Rs. 6-0-0 for a man and Rs. 4-0-0 for a woman per year even if they
ceased to enjoy the property of the landholders. It was also told
that this poll-tax was remitted in extreme cases of poverty. The
wargdars often looked with suspicion on any enquiry into the
conditions of the Milada Holeyas and in some cases even refused
permission to outsiders to interview them, Such being the case, 2
detailed direct enquiry was out of question. But from the volume
and sources of reports and also from the circumstances described
above there was no reason to desbelieve the information received.

Conditions in Puttur and Kasargod talukas were equally bad.
The Mulada Holevas were often paid at a lower rate than the
prevalent one, was allowed to go and work elsewhere when their
masters did not require their services but wanted them to return
at their beck and call in the busy season when employment at a
higher rate of wage was available for them elsewhere., They were
made to do any odd job without any remuneration at all. Whole
families of Mildada Holeyas were attached to the farms or wargs.

As against the inhuman treatment, the system bestowed some
privileges on the Mulada Holeyas. Let E, Thurston enumerate
them again! “In addition to the daily wages, and the midday meal
of boiled rice which is given in almost all parts, there are annual
perquisites or privileges. Ezcept on the coast of the Mangalore
taluka and in the Coondapur taluka, every Holeya is allowed rent
free from % to % acre of land, and one ot two cocoanut or palmyra
trees, with sometimes a jack or mango tree in addition. The money-
value of the produce of this little allotment is variously estimated
at from 1 to 5 rupees per annum., Throughout the whole district,
cloths are given every year to each labourer, the money value being

4 Op. cit, pp. 338~339,




80

estimated at 1 rupee per adult and 6as. for a child, It is also
customary to give a cumbly (blanket) in the neighbourhood of the
ghats, where the damp and cold render a warm covering necessary.
On three or four important festivals, presents of rice and other
eatables, oil and salt are given to each labour, or, in some cases, to
cach family. The average value of these may be taken at 1 rupee
per labourer, or Rs. 4 per family, Presents are also made on the
occasion of a birth, marriage or funeral, the value of which varies
very much in individual cases.......The master has to pay them
even if there is not much for them to do, but, one way or another,
he usually manages to keep them pretty well employed all the year
round.”s It is the insurance against unemployment, incapacity
to work and old age that the system provided in a customary from,
was very important,, Two or three Milada Holevas who had
become incapable, due to old age or sickness, to do any serious
work were found during the survey to have been supported by
their masters, The number and the amount of the perquisites
were reported to be dwindling, The mid-day meal, for instance,
had ceased to be given to all the Midada Holevas in almost all
parts of the district, The number of occasions and the amounts
of presents were diminishing, Each Mulada Holeva did not get a
plot of land and fruit trees. Some stray cases of such gifts were
no doubt met with, E. Thurston’s description applied more
truly, even in 1945, to the Mailas and the Vettuvans (both Kudi
and Periangal) in Kasargod taluka, than to any single community
in the district. They were given a small piece of plot for kumari
cultivation as referred to earlier in this chapter. Birth of a child
entitled a Maila Milada Holeva to receive 15 seers of paddy for
a male and 7% seers for a female and two arecanut trees. For 9
months when the Periangal Vettuvans worked in pepper gardens
or in harvesting, 2 midday meal was served to them. The custom-
ary perquisites were very elabourately stated for each occasion,
For instance, a Maila should get a wedding present from his master
as follows: 4 muras of paddy and another 4 muras worth of cash
to pay the dowry, 16 yards of cloth, 4% Kudatis (1 Kudati = 12
tolas) of cocoanut oil, 1000 bete! leaves, 100 arecanuts and 8 as.
cash, As against this a Kudi Vettuvan should receive 15 paras
(a para =14 scers) for the marriage feast (of which 14 paras were
to pay the Kanam or dowry), Rs. 4 worth of betel leaves and

5 & reference o the account of slavery of the Holeyas in Mysore would be
equally, if notmore, ioteresting as givea by L, Rice, {Mysore Gazetteer Vo, 1.
Pp. 345-40)
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arecanuts and 6 pieces of cloth (Mundus) for the bride and bride-
groom, Birth of a male child to a Vettuvan mulada Holeva entitled
him to receive from his landlord 140 seers of paddy and one bottle
of cocpanut oil and half of it for a female child. If death occurred
in his family, his master should pay him 140 seers and a piece of
cloth. On the New Year Day (Vishu) he should get one cocoanut,
one jack fruit and 4 seers of paddy. It could not, hawever, be
ascertained exactly as to how many and how far of these detailed
perquisites were actually received. But it seemed that they were
at least partly received. For the complaints were not many about
their being not received,

The difference between the classes of Holeyas, viz. the Milad
and the Sdlad, was fast disappearing in so far as a large number of
the Midad Holevas were concerned, Neither were they much
given to changing masters, But they could do so only when their
new masters took the debt over. In mormal times, cash payments
were unknown to them, *'except occasionally in the case of Salad
Holeya, where there was a nominal annual payment to be set off
against interest on the debt.,” The grain wage consisted of rice or
paddy measured in focal seer which approximated 80 tolas. For
doing some specific agriculeural operations, free hired labourers
were not generally paid on daily basis but they received a certain
proportion of the produce. For example, for harvesting 11 muras,
and in some cases 10 muras of paddy, one mura was alloted as
a wage almost all over the district. An average labourer could
earn that much in about 20 days of hard work, Where there was
labour-shortage, as tn the intetior or forest of the district, or to
provide incentive to put in more labour, in many cases a midday
meal continued to be given to male labourers, in addition of course,
to their wages, In some cases, the meal was provided only if the
labourer, he or she, worked from morning till evening or for over
10 hours a day. In exceptional cases, female labourers were
served with the mid-day meal of boiled rice or canjee. During the
harvesting and sowing seasons, the daily wage of a free hired
labourer came to 2 seers of rice or 3 seers of paddy, without the mid-
day meal, But much depended upon the intensity of the demand for
labour on the part of the landholder and for employment on the part
of the labourer. Inthe brisk season there was no uniform wage level,
The wages differed not only for males and females, but from area to
arca and also according to the economic status of the labourers.
Thus, some labourers were getting 2 seers of rice and one seer of
paddy or 2 seers of rice alone or with a mid-day meal in one village

11
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while in some neighbouring villages some labourers got 4 seers of
paddy, or 2 seers of paddy with 4 annas of cash or three seers of
paddy with a mid-day meal. Free labourers were often paid ata
higher rate of wage than the Milada or the Salad Holeyas. There
were cases in which the Mulad Holevas were given one mura of
paddy for harvesting 22 muras, instead of 11 muras, of paddy as in the
case of free labourers. Inabout half a dozen cazes, they were practi-
cally paid no wage but were given cnly three meals a day. Instances
of disparity in the rates of wages paid to free hired labourers and
to Milada Holeyas could be multiplied. In off—seasons, the male
labourers got half a seer of rice or even less per day. The grain
wage in slack or off season worked out at between 1} to 2% annas
per day, as against about 12 as, per day in the brisk seasons,
Female labourers got between one and two seers of rice or
3 seers of paddy per day. If the demand for labour was intense,
they sometimes got a mid-day meal or a small cash in addition
to the wage. Their normal wage in the sowing and harvest-
ing seasons came to between 5 and 8 annas, the latter limit
sometimes rising upto 10 annas, But in ordinary tirnes they got one
or 11 as. per day on an average. As the grain wage was converted
into cash at the ruling price of rice and paddy in the market, the
incomes of agricultural labourers rose up. In 1945, the wages were
paid, in majority of cases, in cash as equivalent to the customary
grain wage. The Mailas and the Vettuvans were exceptions to
that, ‘Some of them continued to receive their wages in kind, For,
they practised the barter economy. Money did not enter into their
dealings from day to day. Payments for toddy, tobacco, provision etc.
were made in paddy, Broadly speaking, in view of the dispropor-
tionate rise in the prices of paddy, rice and other necessities of life,
it was not far from correct to say that the nominal wage of the
agricultural labourers increased, while the real wage, not only did
not remain constant, but actually decreased. It may be noted here
that J, Sturrock mentioned the following rates of daily wages as
generally obtained in the district by 1894:—

Men . . . 1! seersrice and condiments
Women . , 1} seers rice and condiments
Children. , % seer of boiled rice with condiments.

In addition to the daily wages, the midday meal and some
annual perquisites were also received by the farm labourers.

The present survey returned 78 Milad Holeyas. These 78
persons specifically told that they were so but their actual number
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might have been greater still. As their whole families wete
attached to the farms concerned, it could be asserted that about
10 per cent of the total workers under enquiry were not free to
follow any occupation any time as they liked. Three of them were
from Karkal taluka, 21 from Kasargod, two from Mangalore and 52
from Puttur taluka. The analysis of their occupation showed that
56 or about 72 per cent of them were agricultural labourers pure
and simple, 3 worked in gardenms, 12 combined agricultural labour
with agriculture, 2 went to ghats for a couple of months or so, 3
did genera! coolie work in off-seasons and the remaining 2 followed
supplementary occupations like the collecting of firewood etc.
Excepting two, all the Mulad Holeyas were male adults. The
attachment of the entire family to a farm made differences about
age and sex immaterial. For, all members of the family, capable of
doing work, had to give their labour any time at the bidding of
their master. Table No. 28 presents the classification of 78 Midad
Holevas according to their income and communities.

The Mulad Holeyas did not necessarily belong to the Mari
Holeya community, as the word * Holevas’ would make one believe,

TABLE No. 28—MULADA HOLEYA EARNERS CLASSIFIED
ACCORDING TO INCOME AND COMMUNITIES

P Kaipuda Karadhi J i
| Income groups Baira Mera Manisa | yettuvan | Total
. {in rupees) Mogera Maila |
o g Holeya i i
— S
1 Below 25 l l
2 26 — 50 2 7 9
3 51 — 75 2 10 4 16
4 76 — 100 1 7 13 3 24
3 101 — 125 14 1 2 17
6 126 — 150 s i L . 2 7
i !
7 151 — 175 N z | 1 3
8l 176 — 200 R T B .
9 201 — 250 2 E e 2
|
100 251 — 300 U
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it should be remembered while studying income figures in the table
that they were cash equivalents of the grain wage at the controlled
rate of rice in 1945, where the latter system of payment still
prevailed. The figutes also included the cash value of the midday
meals, which were formerly given in addition to the regular grain-
wage, The permission that some landlords gave to their Milad
Holeyas to work outside during off seasons and also the sympathetic
attitude of some landlords were responsible for size of the incomes

given in the table. But with all this, the apnual income of about
84 per cent of the Midad Holevas was less than Rs. 125,

As a corollary of the Mulad Holeyas' custom, there prevailed a
practice of renting out the service of the Mulad Holeyas. This was
found in the eastern villages of Kasargod taluka and affected the
Vettuvans and the Mavilans. The rental for a couple of the
Vettuvans was fixed at 15 paras of paddy and that for a man alone
being 10 paras. In che case of Mayilans, the corresponding figures
were 12 paras and 8 paras, This transfer of services was usually tor
one year, during which period the Mulad Holeyva was paid wages by
his new master. At the commencement of harvesting season he was
given an advance of 24 seers of paddy per head for maintenance and
the account of wages was drawn up only after the harvesting was
over. He was usually not paid any wage during the interval, except
some advances of paddy now and then. He had to do very hard
work of collecting paddy from Kumari felds on distant hills to the
thrashing ground, keep watch at night and do other incidental
work. Buat the most cruel part of the whole transaction was that
the new master made him enter into an agreement with a merchant
that the latter would advaace him loan called vanium, in return of
which he ( Mulad Holeya) should purchase his provision from the
merchant-creditor alone for one year. The agreement gave the
latter free hand to charge whatever prices he liked for the provision
supplied to his debtor, As transactions took place in kind, much
of the paddy-wage that the Mulad Holeya earned went to the
merchant-creditor in payment of the price of provision and in
repayment of the debt. The new landlord had no obligations of
giving customary perquisites to his new serf. Refusal to serve his
new master was met by direct or indirect punishment. In a recent
case brought to our notice the insubordination cost a Mulad Holeya
his hut which was burnt down. More instances of such inhuman
punishments could be cited, But, unfortunately, in most of such
cases unimpeachable evidence could not be gathered. to book the
offenders.
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The systems of Miulad Holeya with it corollary and of the
Salad Holeva might have been brought about and maintained by
peculiar economic and social conditions in the district of South
Kanara, Though the systems had some relieving features, they
had outlived their natural existence. Even as late asin 19453, it
was considered by some landlords and coffee-estate-owners that it
would be unwise to loosen the immemotial relations between
capital and labour, especially in the remote backwoods in which
free labour does not exist, lest the rich arecanut, cardamom and
pepper gardens would be ruined completely. But the Mulada
Holevas themselves, who knew and experienced daily the advant-
ages and the dis-advantages of the system, wanted to run away
from it. The Mailas and the Vettuwans, like their confreres in
other talukas, bitterly complained that they were not allowed to
go away. They were afraid that police help would be taken to
bring them back, if they ran away without the permission of their
masters who always withheld it, One would rightly condemn both
the systems, more so the Mulad, as restricting the freedom of
labourers to follow any rime any remunerative occupation they
liked, and improve their economic condition. A willing worker
would obviously put more of his heart and effort in his work than
the forced one. If better living and working conditions as well as
attractive wages were assured, there would be no shortage of
labour even in the remotest backwoods,

(8) Grass-picking :—This was almost monopolised by women
of the Mundala community. Some of them entered into a con-
tract with owners of milch cactle and jatka drivers in towns to
supply a fixed quantity of green grass to them all the year round.
Thus the customer was assured, but the price received was almost
always a little less than the ruling one in the market. Such con-
tractors numbering over two dozens followed this occupation only.
Others did it when they had no work in agriculture. The grass
cost nothing, but the cutting and carriage over long distances
involved at least 4-5 hours a day. During and after the monsoon,
grass was copious and available in the vicinity of towns, But dur-
ing the winter and summer months, it was not, There were no
central places assigned by local bodies of the towns concerned,
where these women could go and sell the grass. This being so,
they were often harrassed individually by jatka drivers and others
to sell them grass-loads at very cheap prices, The Mangalore
Municipality, on being represented, had decided to put up sheds
at 4-5 places in the town to enable hundreds of women to sell their
grass there.
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B. Non-Agricultural Occupations.

(1) Dock Labour:—All the dock coolies were from Malpe,
a natural but undeveloped harbour 3 miles north of Udipi town,
and Gangoli in Coondapur taluka. All the coolies were Mundalas
or Upparas as they were called in those talukas. There was no
work at all in the monsoen, roughly from June to September, when
most of the labourers took rest or did some odd jobs occasionally.
The labourets resorted to bortowing for maintenance during this
period. The importing or exporting merchant was there with
whom they had to deal with in the brisk season, and, who was will-
ing to lend them money on their personal credit. The condition
usually attaching to such transactions was that the coolie concerned
should repay the loan by working for him in the brisk season.
Thus he was bound down to the merchant who tock advantage of
this and paid him for his work at a rate lower than the prevailing
one. Usually no interest was charged on the advances made, but
under a penalty clause if the coolie failed to work for his merchant-
creditor, he would pay interest on the debtal amount at between
124 per cent and 183 per cent per annum, The loan was recovered
by the merchant-creditor in easy instalments during the brisk
season. /8 persons working as dock labourers belonged to about
20 families, almost all of which were thus indebted to merchant-
creditors in Malpe (Udipi) and Gangoli (Coondapur).

(4) Ghat labour :—Ghat labourers did not settle permanently
on the plantations, Less than one-third of che total labourers record-
ed in this occupation migrated to ghats for 8-10 months in a year and
they remamned there for varying periods between 4-8 months, those
going for a shorter period being included in the agricultural
category. Labourers who did regular farm work in their villages
went to the plantations after cultivating their farms in July or
August, and invariably returned for harvesting in September,
Harvesting was more paying in a good season than the plantation
work, as the labourers got a certain per centage of the grain harve-
ted by them. They did not like to miss it. After the harves-
ting, they again returned to their respective estates. Such labourers
worked for less than -7 months in a year on the plantations. But
those labourers that had no fasm work to do in their villages stayed
on the estates for 8-10 months. A large majority of them went to
estates in Coorg, mostly of coffee. The remaining went to Kadur-
Chikmaglur estates in Mysore State. Hardly 20 per cent of the
labourers or coolies under enquiry were found to have been taking
their families with them to the plantations.
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There was no relation between the rates of wages on one hand
and the prices of the minimum necessities of life, the cost of
living or the profits made by the planters on the other. The
labourers received wages according to performance of tasks set
to them., Male labourers were engaged on general cultivation,
shade-lopping, pruning and harvesting ; while women and children
did weeding, handling, manuring and harvesting. Piece rate wage
was so fixed for a given task that an average male labourer, with
average skill, working on any of the above processes, except harvest-
ing, could earn 7 annas a day after 6~7 hours of hard work. A
woman could earn 5as. a day and a child about 4as, or so. In
harvesting, labourers earned more. On Mysore estates, the wages for
men, women and children were less by one anna or so than in Coorg.
In addition to these wages a bonus of one anna per day was paid
only if the labourer worked for 5 or 6 days in a week. If he worked
for a lesser number of days, no bonus was paid at all in some planta-
tions, as the labourers complained, or proportionate deductions were
made in the bonus to be given in some others. Again, in addition
to the wage and the bonus, many estates issued a free cumbly
( blanket ). The labourers who had received advance at the time
of their recruitment, as most of them did, were paid weekly 2
food advance of Rs. 1-4-0 to Rs. 1-8-0, if they had worked
for 6 days in a week, If they remained absent even owing
to sickness, it was said, their advance was cut. In Coorg if a
labourer worked for 200 days in a year, he was paid a bonus of Rs, 3
per hundred days. No such bonus was paid in Mysore. Their
accounts were settled once in a year in March or April. Their
matstries or recruiting agents featured prominently in the payment
of the weekly advances and/or at the time of settling final accounts,
and exploited them in every possible way. The result was that after
the settlement of their accounts they found they had very little left
to their credit after all the trouble and sufferings they had gone
through. They returned home almost disappointed and with their
health shattered by malaria and hookworm. 5

The labouters were recruited to the plantations through
recruiting agents, locally known as sherigars or maistries who
received from the planters loans free of interest from which they
advanced money to individual labourers or families wishing to go to
the estates. These advances were debited to the labourers’ account
and were recovered during the period of their employment, The

5 For details about the housing, health, welfare and other amenities
provided in plantations an interested reader may profitably refer to Royal Commis-
sion on Labour in lodia-Written Evidence,, Vel. 7 Part 1, Madras, pp. 199-353.
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maistries received liberal commission on the earnings of the
labourers they recruited in addition to their pay. The two maistries
that came under the survey, received one anna per head per week
on the number of labourers that they recruited. Their commission
amounted to 10 to 15 per cent of the total earnings of the labourers
recruited by them, As their commission was in proportion to the
number of labourers recruited, they naturally adopted all kinds of
means in recruiting them. They took advantage of the poverty,
indebtedness, ignorance and the social tyrany of landlords and
higher castes from which the people of the Depressed Classes
suffered and offered the latter all kinds of allurements. They gave
the labourers promises which were not meant to be fulfilled. The
labourers were never told what was there in store for them on the
plantations. As witnessed in the taluka town of Puttur, the
recruited labourers were made to sign an agrezment, the contents of
which were not read and explained to them. They were simply
asked to give their thumb-impressions on a sheet of blank paper
against their names and an advance was paid to them for mainte-
nance and travelling expenditure, An advance of upto Rs. 75 was
paid to a couple, If the amount received from the planters did not
suffice to pay such a heavy advance or loan, the maistries paid the dif-
erence from their own pockets. One company of European planters
in Mysore gave to a maistri K, an advance of Rs. 2500 to be paid
at a rate of Rs. 40 for a couple. But the maistri had given advance
upto Rs, 175 ta one couple, He advanced in all Rs. 925 as against
Rs. 480 received by him from the company, in respect of the coolies
recruited by him. If the recruited coolies or labourers ran away or
died, the advance given to them was recovered from the maistries
who recruited them. In this way, Rs. 160 were recovered by a
company from a maistri in respect of 8 labourers recruited by him
but who died during the course of the previous year i, e. 1944-45,
Such being the conditions on which the maistries worked, they
often put an interest clause in the so called agreement referred to
above, even though they received advances from planters free of
interest. The clause laid down that if the labourer concerned did
not work out his tull term, he would have to pay interest on the
loan at the rate of between 183 per cent and 25 per cent. In some
extreme cases, in addition to the interest, the labourer had to pay
a fine if he failed to work out his full term. A rtypical case was
narrated in Kasargod town about this harsh condition of imposing a
fine, A Mapla sherigar advanced Rs. 40 to two men of Nalkeyava
community for going to ghats. The labourers fell ill after 4 months
and returned home. A condition in the agreement laid down that,
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they would get a wage of 6 annas a day and free meals. But in spite
of this, no wages were paid to them during the period they were
on the plantation. On their returning home in the middle of their
term, the Mapla sherigar demanded a sum of Rs. 56 from the
labourers towards payment of the accumulated fine at the rate of
8 annas a day. The Mapla harrassed them and threatened that if
they failed to pay the amount, he would beat them both with shoes.
It is believed by the Nalkeyavas that if shoed they would lose all
their powers of controlling devils, which they are supposed to
possess, Being frightened by the threat they approached a social
worker in Kasargod who referred the whole dispute to a pleader.®
The Mapla was given to understand to recover his dues through a
civil court. Seeing that the matter had advanced to such a pass,
the Mapla gave up his claim against the labourers on some flimsy
excuse. Cases of such harrassment and explottation of the poor, ignor-
ant and helpless labourers of the Depressed Classes by cunmng and
ruthless sherigars or maistris could be multiplied. At the time of
final settlement of accounts of the labourers, the magistries tried to
safeguard themselves against their probable losses by scrutinizing
their (labourers’} accounts very minutely, They took ‘great care
not to leave out even the costof a pot of toddy, a dram of arrack or
a coppet thrown to him to buy his tobacco at the time of recruiting’,
The settlement of accounts was often a protracted affair, Although
the labourers had worked out their full term, the settlement was
nat effected if the season was a busy one, or the amount of labour
inadequate. There were 3~4 labourers under enquiry, who had to
return to ghats to pay off the debts of their maistries through work
on estates, If the labourers went to other plantations without
paying off their debts ta their maistries, they were forced to return
to their former plantation to work out their full termn, unless other-
wise their new employers took their debt over and paid it to the
maistries concerned in the former plantation. The fact that the
sherigars or maistries advanced loans to prospective plantation
labourers on their personal credit and without interest and further
agreed to recover it in easy instalments during the term of their
employment, dtove many a needy Depressed Class man to them in
preference to other moneylenders. But once the labourer went
inta the clutches of the maisiries he could not get out of them so
easily. Once the labourers went to plantations through maistries,
they could not avoid going to them again.

6 The worker is Mr, K. Babu Shetty who narrated the authentic version of
the story and the pleader 1o whom the dispute was referred was Mr, Kakileya.

13
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By this only system of recruitment about 30,000 labourers
from South Kanara, mostly of the Depressed Classes, were sent
every year to plantations in Mysore, Coorg, Wynad and Anamalai,
There were many sherigars or maistries busy all over the district,
recruiting hundreds and thousands of needy and ignorant labourers
to the plantations by offering them all kinds of inducements and
false hopes. M. P, Moiddin Kunnhi, a Mapla sherigar of Nileshwar,
was reported to be recruiting every year between 5,000 and 7,500
labourers alone. The system indirectly encourages unscrupulous
maistries to exploit their recruits., It would, therefore be in the
mterest of the estates, and the labourers as well, if it was promptly
done away with.

(6) Stone-Cutting :—This involved very hard work in the
sun. It was not mere guarrying out of stones but required some
skill. Laterite rocks were cut and chiselled into slabs of given
length, breadth and thickness. Labourers were paid on piece rates,
the ruling rate in 1945 being Rs. 12-8-0 for cutting 100 slabs. An
average man earned between Rs. 1-4-0 and Rs. 1-8-0 a day. Some
deligent labourers could earn even Rs.2-0-0 per day, Women and
children earned between 6as. and 12 as. a day. Employment was
almost steady. Work could easily be obtained for more than 15 days
in a month. Master craftsmen sold stone slabs to building con-
tractors and employed labourers to cut out slabs. They often
advanced money, without interest, to their employees on the con-
dition that they should repay the amount through service for a
given term, Failure to serve accordingly involved payment of
interest on the loan at the rate of upto 182 per cent per annum.

C. Arts and Crafts

{1) Basket making:~-This was traditionally followed by the
Koragas as their principal occupation. The Koragas were skilled
artisans and some of them manufactured chairs, cradles, baskets,
cylinders to hold paddy, winnowing and storing baskets, scale
pans, rice water strainers, etc, But all of them suffered from under.
employment, They used to bring, free of charge, head-loads of
cane and bamboo from forests which was sufficient for 4-3 days, if
they worked for 6-7 hours a day. For fetching this much raw
material they had to spend about two days in going to and return-
ing from forests, provided they were not far. But since 1944 a
license fee of 10 annas or 12 annas was charged on a head-load of
raw materials, against which they complained bitterly, On the
marketing side, it was very difficult for them to get chance custo-
mers to purchase their manufactured articles directly from them.
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Their economic condition did not permit them to hold on stocks
and carry on production, They perforce sold away their articles
the very day for what they fetched. Mapla merchants were always
ready to purchase what these Koragas produced, butata price
which was invariably much lower than the ruling one. For instance,
a small basket was sold for 8-9 pies each, but the Mapla paid him
3-4 pies only for it. Though the Koragas were thus exploited,
they had nowhere else to go and they became virtually bound to
Mapla merchants. As a result of both severe under-employment
and exploitation by merchants, the average daily income of a
Koraga hardly came to 4-5 annas. Earnings of their women and
children were smaller still. Those who could produce wvariety of
articles such as chairs, cradles eec., were able to earn better than
the basket makers., But the demand for variety articles was not
steady and unlimited.

(2) Cap and mat-making:—This was largely monopolised by
the Nalkevavas. In Coondapur taluka some Uppar families manu-
factured caps. Some Kaipuda-Mera families were also in the field.
The industry was purely seasonal, i. e, for 2 months in a year-April
and May. The caps made by different communities were not of the
same type. The Nalkeyavas made them artistically of the arecanut
spathe which were known as muttals. One such cap fetched one
anna, and an artisan could make 4-6 caps a day. The caps made by
the Upparas and the Meras were called gurbus and were made out
of the banana plant spathe or grass. There was always a great
demand for these caps especially in the sowing season., Women and
men engaged on the sowing operation wore these caps to ward off
rain. The cap formed almost 2 headware of the Depressed Classes
women in other seasons too. It was MNalkeyavas alone who wove
mats and umbrellas, Though there was a great demand for these
articles, their marketing remained defective, Mapla merchants
who dealt in them except in Coondapur taluka, exploited the
artisans very much.

(3) Leather-ware making:—The Madigas and the Samagars
were the leather workers. The Manisaru were also found engaged,
as a suplementary occupation, in tanning; though they were not
traditionally known to be leather workers. The monsoon was the
slack season for the trade, for there was then a shrunken demand
for leather goods, especially footwears. They had no capital of -
their own to continue production in the slack season and stock the
manufactures for brisk season, This was more so in case of the
Madigas. They, therefore, got themselves employed in some Mapla
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firms engaged in the production of leather goods and got Rs, 1-4-0
per day. Though they carried on private production, they depended
on an increasing scale on Mapla merchants for marketing their
products and for employment too. The Manisaru sold away the
tanned leather to Mapla merchants who readily purchased it. The

volume of this business was very small, as the Manisaru depended
upon dead animals when got free.

(4) Quick lime making and charcoal making:—The former trade
was carried on largely by Madiga women and some of the Uppars,
while the latter by the Mundalas alone. By their very nature, both
the trades could not be followed during the monsoon season. The
workers who usually depended upon them had to seck employment
in agriculture. Chunam or quick lime was sold at Rs. 1 per mura,
An average worker could easily prepare 12-15 muras in a2 month,
and not less than 100 muras during the working season of about 8
months. For preparing 3 muras of chunam 2 baskets of shells, each
costing rupee one, and 2 bags of charcoal, each costing about 2 annas
were required. This left a margin of not less than 4 annas per mura,
which included the wages and the profit of the worker. Production
on a larger scale yielded better results, as the raw materials required
could be purchased at cheaper prices. The chunam was sold to
merchants or by retail, if that was possible. The trade of charcoal
making was carried on by only 2-3 persons under enquiry and that
too on a very small scale and as a supplementary occupation.

D. Professions

(1) Devil-dancing:—About 90 per cent of the Hindus in South
Kanara were really worshippers or propitiators of tutelary deities
and ‘' Bhutas' or demons, usually the spirits of deceased persons.
Though the survey covered only the Nalkeyavas, there were two
other communities, viz. Pombada and Parava, who followed it as
their traditional occupation. It was not possible for any of them
to follow it as the only occupation. Those of the Nalkeyavas who
largely depended on it for their maintenance were classified under
this head, and others under other occupations. The largest number
of performances of all kinds that a Nalkeyava did in a year was 80.
But the fees received for each was between Re. 1l and Rs, 1-8-0,
But usually they were higher than this in towns, For instance, in
Mangalore for a kola the dancer was paid Rs. 3 cash, one seer of rice
and one cock. Besides, he was treated with toddy or arrack., In
some cases a piece of cloth was also presented to him, Usually a
dancer could get calls for 5-10 performances in a year.
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(2) Service:—Eszcepting four, all the other earners were
employed as peons in some department or other of local bodies and
Govetnment. Out of the four privately employed, one had to do
horse-massaging and two were jatka drivers, The fourth man was
engaged as a packer in one stationary and provision shop. Generally
speaking, it was not easy far a Depressed Class man to get employ-
ment with traders, merchants etc. His untouchability came in
his way.

There were three or four earners who practised in their spare
time as native physicians. But as this was their supplementary
accupation, they were classified according to their principal occupa-
tions. Income in each case hardly came to Rs, 3-4 a month,



CHAPTER 1V

Life and Living conditions

It is often said that the Depressed Class communities wete
depressed in their ecenomic condition because they did not spend
their incomes in the manner they should. This statement is usually
made with reference to amounts expended by them on what ace
popularly considered as vices, like drinking, chewing, smoking etc.
An attempt was made during the survey to collect information on

TABLE No. 79—SHOWING NUMBER OF ADULTS AND ADDICTED
AND AMOUNT SPENT ON ADDICTIONS BY COMMUNITIES
J ; Per head
‘ Total No.of ; % of Amount .
I*?' C(l;iam: qi | No. of | adults i addicts to | spent on e::lpend:-
a. mmunity adults | addicied total addictions! re on
i [ 1addxcuons
| {
\ ! J Ra. Rs.
1 Baira Y18 16 888 350 I 219
2 Daithada-Bakuda | 37 72:5 ’ 2,158 ! 583
! H
3 'Godda S ¥ 12 70:6 525 F 43.7
' i
4 L Kaipuda, Mera, ' E
; Muguara “ 425 371 §7.2 13,527 I 364
5 ° Karadbi, Maila, Mari. 3530 296 84-5 6,683 | 22.6
i lloleya, Manisaru | ‘
6, Koraga 156 130 833 5,977 45.9
7 | Madiga ;52 36 69-2 2,145 59-5
H
3 Hlundala-Uppara 426 ! 3237 75.6 16,176 50-2
9 | Nalkeyava Lom L a; 777 | 705 \ 33.6
: ! 1
10 | Piliya-Polaya , 20 | 11 : 55.0 485 44.1
‘ i |
11 ! Raneyar 14 9 | 643 285 317
12 | Samagar Coo6 | 5 B33 362 72.4
13 | Thoti or Toti 32 2% | a75 l 3,125 1116
14 | Vettuvan K. & P. 32 l 20 625 | 4 21.2
Total 1,626 | 1,314 80:8 ! 52,928 40.2
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this specific point. It was found that children as a class were not
addicted to any of the vices, though some of them occasionally
tasted toddy with their parents or guardians. About four-fifths of
the total adults were addicted to one or more vices as Table No. 29
shows. The table further shows, by communities, the total amount
spent on addictions during a year, and the per capita expenditure as
well.

As a rule, women were addicted to chewing tobacco, Some of
them used snuff in addition to, or instead of, chewing, Drinking
was not as common and as frequent in their case as that of men.
Generally speaking, the women of the Kudi Vettuvans did not
drink. Men were addicted to drinking and chewing and /or smok-
ing. Taking into consideration individual communities under survey,
it would be seen that the Kaipuda-Meras, the Karadhi-Man
Holeyas, the Koragas, and the Thotis excesded the total per
centage of addicts. The Maila section of the Karadhi-Mari Holeyas
used to drink only on two days in a month viz, Amavasya and the
solar New-moon day. The Mundalas were below the average.
The average annual expenditure per head on addictions was the
lowest in the case of the Karadhi-Mari Hoileyas. The per capita
expenditure of the Thotis was nearly three times greater than the
average for all the communities put together, The Mundalas were
next only to Thotis in their incomes, but they spent less than half
of what Thotis did. But, generally speaking, the per capita ex-
penditure on habits or addictions reflected the economic condition
of the various communities, The Karadhi-Mari Holeyas on one
hand and the Thotis on the other amaply tllustrated the point.

But the amount of expenditure on addictions, taken by itself,
may fail to convey any idea as to whether it was within means ot
not. It bad, therefore, to be correlated with the incomes of the
families concerned, and to be seen what proportion of the total
income the expenditure worked out at, This is being presented by
communities in Table No. 30,

Taking all the communities together, it was found that nearly
one-third of their families spent on an average more than 35 per
cent of their income on the addictions. Again, about 7 per cent of
these families expended more than half of their annual income on
them, The analysis by communities showed that 636 per cent of
the Thoti families spent more than ope.third of their income on
their addictions, as against 41-8 per cent for the Koragas, 384 per
cent for the Kaipuda-Meras and round about 30 per cent for the
Karadhi-Mari Holeyas and the Mundalas. It seemed as if the Thotis,



TABLE No. 30—CLASSIFICATION OF ADDICTED FAMILIES BY COMMURNITIES AND PROPORTION OF
EXPENDITURE ON ADDICTIONS TO TOTAL ANNUAL INCOME,
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the Koragas and the Kaipuda-Meras vied with each other in reckless-
ness. Taking the series of totals, the greatest number or mode was

found to lie in the 15 per cent to 20 per cent group, only the
Karadhi-Mari Holeyas conforming to it. As against this, the
. greatest number of Thoti families spent 50 per cent to 60 per cent
of their income on their addictions, while that of the Kaipuda-
Meras 35 per cent to 40 per cent, the Koragas 25 per cent to 30 per-
cent and the Mundalas 20 per centto 25 per cent. More thah
half the families of the Baithada-Bakudas, the Karadhi-Mari Holéeyas
and the Mundalas expended less than one-fourth of their incomieé
for indulging their vices, The Kaipuda-Meras followed them in
this respect, but not closely, It would be interesting to note that
25 per cent families of the Koragas and 122 per cent of the Thotis
answered the above description. All the Vettuvan families fell in
that broad group. One-fifth of the total families were found to
have been spending between 25 per cent to 35 per cent of their in-
come on the habits. As against this, the Koragas and the Madigas
recorded 325 per cent and 42.9 per cent of their famﬂles respeca
tively in this eategory.

It could not be denied that the proportion of expenditure on
addictions was rather high and almost verged on being reckless in
some cases.? Drinking toddy was so much ingrained in the blood
of the Depressed Class people and was so much associated with
their religious ceremonies that it had become almost a second nature
with them, Ignotance, poverty, bad housing, lack of healthy
recreative activities, indebtedness, individually or collectively, also
forced them to go to the booth and sink their worries in a glass of
toddy. Other castes and communities on the same cultural level did
likewise. Chewing and smoking were so common among the lower
castes of South Kapara that it was no wonder that the Depressed
Class communities were not an exception to it. Their rather high
proportion of expenditure on addictions required to be considered
against the background des¢fbed .above. It would be wrong to
suppose that they would have been above want had they not
indulged in addictions. The fact was that even if they spent their
incomes wisely, the latter were not sufficient to keep them above

1. It would be interesting to koow here that 94-9 per cent of the Padmasali
weavers in Sholapur spent less than 25 per cent of their in¢ome on their babits.
Of these 71-4 per cent spent less than ten per cent on that acgount.——R, G. Kakade "
‘*A Socio-Economic Survey of weaving Communities in  Sholapur" p. 158
{ Gokhale Institute of Politics & Economics, Poona, Publication No. 14.)
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want as has been shown previously. To trace their poverty to their
go-called vices was unfair indeed.

The effect or proof of poverty was indebtedness, About 60 per
cent of the Depressed Class families under survey were found to be
indebted, Table No. 31 was compiled to show, by communities, the
number of indebted families, the amount borrowed by them, their
average income and debt per family.

TABLE No. 31—SHOWING TOTAL AND AVERAGE DEBT
OF FAMILIES BY COMMUNITIES

l LET
No. of | o Average | Average
gé : Commungities families";o!;‘.te | 'I];);g: debt per | income
) I in debt | -RLES family | per family
! |
. t |
! Rs. Rs. Hs.
1  Baira 1 25-0 60 60-0 240-0
2 | Baithada-Bakuda ) 7 43-7 563 80-4 394.2
3 | Godda 3 80-0 80 266 3283
4 | Kaipuda, Mera, 77 666 | 4,093 53-1 3596
Mogera
5 | Karadhi, Manisa, Maila, 65 643 | 4,193 645 3022
Mari Holeya ‘ i
6 -~ Koraga 14 311 244 174 ! 329-2
9 | |
7 E'.\Iadiga. f § 57-1 291 363 3881
8 | Mundala-Uppara 76 623 | 6,233 82-0 ! 513.9
9 | Nalkeyava | 4+ | sp0 ¢ 125 312 1 3412
i ' .
10 | Filiya-Polaya | 4 ‘ 80-0 56 140 418-7
|
11 | Raneyar 4 1 800 : 310 1 77.5 421-7
12 | samagar 2 1 66:6 | 800 4000 | 5360
| it :
13 | Thoti i 8 l 727 ‘ 815 1018 © 7405
14 | Vettuvan K. & F., | 6 | azg | 523 870 1901
Total i 279 | 597 | 18,386 659 | 3947
1

It would be seen that more families of the Kaipuda-Meras, the
Karadhi-Mari Hcleyas and the Mundalas than the overall average
were indebted. Less than one-third of the Koraga families could
obtain loans. As against this, a little less than three-fourths of the
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Thoti families were found in debt, It may be noted that though all
the families under enquiry were addicted to vices and, there too,
about 80 per cent of them expended more than 15 per cent of their
total annual income on addictions, only 60 per cent of the total
families were found in debt. This might show how far the addic-
tions were responsible for their indebtedness.

Turning now to the average amount of debt per family, it
would be seen that the Thotis stood out prominently. The average
amount of debt of the Thotis was higher than the overall average
by about 55 per cent; but it formed only 136 per cent of their
annual income as against the corresponding percentage of about 16
in the case of the total, The Koragas could obtain a loan of Rs.
17-4 per family. This light incidence of indebtedness in their case
could be explained by the fact that they were a nomadic jungle
tribe. Yet they were proverbially truthful. A Koraga would never
go back upon his word. The fact that their debtal amount formed
only 5 per cent of their annual income showed how hard the bargain
must have been driven against them by their creditors. Broadly
stated, the incidence of debt generally reflected the creditworthi- .
ness of individual communities concerned, other things being equal.
The Mundalas were the case in point, The WVettuvans, besides
following Kumari cultivation, grew pepper which was sold at a
fabulous price of Rs, 200 per candee. This might have enhanced
their creditworthiness. But there was another reason, more power.
ful than this, and which was true in the case of the Karadhi-Mari
Holeyas also. These communities were agrestic serfs. In their
case, debt was an additional bond to tie them down to the land,
The higher the incidence of the debt the more indissoluble was the
bond. Genetally speaking, the average amount of bebt per family
ranged between one-tenth and one-fifth of its average total annual
income. But these averages, though useful in indicating broad lines,
failed to show the details of the picture. Table No. 32 was, there-
fore, prepared to present classification of the sample families, by
communities, from the view point of indebtedness.

Qut of 201 families, 185 were free from debt ; while in the case
of the remaining, the informants concerned did not know whether
the families were indebted or not. It would be seen from the table
that the greatest number of the total families had a debt of less than
Rs, 25, This was true about the Kaipuda-Mears and the Koragas.
In the case of the Karadhi-Mari Holeyas and the Mundalas the
position of the highest density shifted to the next group, viz. Rs. 26
to Rs. 50. It should be noted that 84-5 per cent of the indebted



TABLY No. 32—CLASSIFICATION OF INDEBTED FAMILIES BY COMMUNITIES AND AMOUNT OF DEBT
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families had a debt of less than Rs.'100, and there too, 64-1 per cent’
less than Rs. 50. On analysing by communities, it would be seen
that 928 families of the Koragas had a debt of less than Rs. £0, in
contrast to about 30 per cent in the case of the Karadhi-Mari-
Holeyas, the Mundalas and the Thotis. A little less than four-.
fifths of the Kaipuda-Mera families answered that description. No
family of the Koragas had more than Rs. 75 debt. 31-4 per cent of
the Mundala families, as against 21 per cent of the Karadhi-Mari
Holeyas and 9 per cent of the Kaipuda Meras, owed a debt of be-
tween Rs. 50 and Rs. 100. It would be interesting to note that
though the highest per centage of Thoti families were found to be
indebted, 75 per cent of them had a debt of less than Rs. 100, Again,
11.8 per cent of the total families under enquiry owed a debt of
between Rs, 100 and Rs. 200, the remaining 3-7 per cent owiné more
than that. 184 per cent of the Mundala families, as against 11.8
per cent for the total, bad a debt of Rs. 100 to Rs. 200, the torres-‘
ponding per centage for the Kaipuda-Meras and the Karadhi-Mari
Holeyas being round about 10-5, Only one family of the Thotis fell
in this category. Of the last ‘debt-group, viz. ‘Rs. 301 and over’,
half the families belonged to the Karadhi-Mari Holeyas,

The amount of debt, by itself, did not convey any idea about
the extent of burden of debt on individual families. This could be
had only from the correlation of the debtal amounts to the size of
annual incomes of the sample families, Table No. 33 was prepared
to serve that purpose and Table No, 34 to show precisely, accord.
ing to communities, the classification of the indebted families by
proportion of their debt to their total annual income.

It would be seen from Table No. 33 that the amount of debt
had nothing to do with the size of income, and that larger income
generally meant greater creditworthiness. In the series of totals
the position of the highest density was found in the income group of
Rs. 201 to Rs. 250 and on both sides of it the totals went on
diminishing in an uneven manner., The families with varying
amounts of debt upto Rs. 100 were found to have been distributed
in almost all the different income groups, without showing marked
concentration in any group., As regards the debt of above Rs. 100
the position was a bit different, All the three families with less
than Rs, 200 as their annual income got a loan of between Rs, 101
and Rs. 200, Out of 17 families that had an annual income of
Rs. 201 to Rs, 500, 14 families got that much loan and the remaining
three more than that, Bat of 23 families with an annual in-
come of more than Rs. 500, 7 could get a debt of more than Rs, 200



TABLE No. 33—CLASSIFICATION OF INDEBTED FAMILIES BY TQTAL ANNUAL
INCOME AND AMOUNT OF DEBT.
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TABLE No. 34—~CLASSIFICATION OF INDEBTED FAMILIES ACCORDING TO THE PROPORTION
OF THEIR DEBT TO TOTAL ANNUAL INCOME BY COMMUNITIES
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and the remaining between Rs. 101 and Rs 200. This meant that
with an increase in income the creditworthiness also increased,
though not in the same proportion.

Table No, 34 showed that 544 per cent of the total families
owed a debt of upto 10 per cent of their income, the highest density
being found in the 5 per cent to 10 per cent group. 71-2 per cent of
the Koragas fell in this category, and there too, 64 per cent of their
families having a debt of upto 5 per cent of their income. Innp
other community such a heavy concentration was withessed, A
higher percentage of the Kaipuda-Mera families than that of the
total answered the above description, while the Karadhi-Mari
Holeyas and the Mundalas lagged slightly behind the total per
centage. About one-third of the total families owed a debt to
the extent of 10 per cent to 25 per cent of their total annual income
and one-fifth between 26 per cent and 75 per cent. There were 10
families, working out at 3-6 per cent only, which had a debt of
more than 75 per cent of their income, four of which belonged to
the Karadhi-Mari Holeyas alone. Generally speaking, the incidence
of debt was more heavy in the case of the Karadhi-Mari Holeyas
and the Vettuvans than any other Depressed Class community in
South Kanara. 32.3 per cent and 83.3 per cent of their families
respectively had to pay off a debt which exceeded 25 per cent of

TABLE NOQ. 35—CLASSIFICATION OF INDEBTED FAMILIES ACCORD-
ING TO TYPES OF MONEYLENDER AND AMOUNT BORROWED

s ; ) » ' Inde.b'ted Amount !Percen‘tage
No. Source of borrawing ! [amt“hes . borrawed - ,:L:_}to total
ﬁg S | No. ! Yo 1 Rs, Jl ks,
1 Employers-Agricultural ! 68 : 24-3 4,211 L 23-1
2 Do Non-agricultural 22 7-8 1,960 h 10:8
3 Ghat contractors 76 l 27.2 3,638 306
4 Money-lenders 80 i 288 5021 . ., 271
5, [Provision shop-keepers in 22 | 235
the farm of credit 6 : 1.2
6 | Thrift societies 12 44 557 .| 3-1
7 Any otiler source 15 53 764 3 4.1
* Towl | 279 | 100 18,386 - 100
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their income as against 156 per cent and 210 ber cent of the
families of the Kaipuda-Meras and the Mundalas respectively. . :

. 279 -families that were found to be indebted::borrowed from
various sources, Table No. 35 presents their classification accord-
ing to spurces from which they borrowed aud the totai amuunts
recewed from each of them.

[EIRTIN A

It would ‘be seen that there were three 1mportant squrces of
borrowing, viz. agricultural employers, Ghat contractors and money
lenders. 288 per cent of the indebted families, the mghest of all,
borrowed from money-lenders, but from the point of view of the
amounts borrowed, this source stood second.” "Fhe Ghat
contractors formed the most important source so faf as the
advanced amount was concerned. It should be remembe¥éd that the
Ghat contractors, called maistris or sherigars, advanced-money to
their probable recruits on their personal credit, without interest,
and on the condition that the advance be repaid in easy instalments
by workmg In ghats for a given period. These concessions were a
great attraction! even for those who could have managed thEll‘
affairs, though with some difficulty, without contracting debts; "~ A
Tittle less than one-fourth of the total debtal amount was advanced
by landlords to their: employees incloding Mulad Holeyas.  Non-
agticultural employers, such as, merchants, stone-contractors, road
contractors etc., advanced money to their employees and thus

bound them to contmue servnce t:]l the advances were repald m
full

Excepting the money-lenders and the Thrift Soc:etles. the other
gencms did not chargz any interest at all. The loan was advanced
not with the intention of recovering it, but with a view to bmdmg
the debtors down for contihnous service, But in most of such dealings
there was a penalty clause to the effect that interest at the rate of
12 per cent to 23 per cent wauld be charged on the advance if the
debtors failed to work it out. Besides the cases of credit given by
provision s}aoP-keepers there were 13 families that received loan in
‘kind, mostly ‘from land Jdords.” In many such cases no mterest was
charged, but where it was charged it ranged between 33} per cent
to 100 per cent to be pald in kind, The interest charged by Thrift
Societies was at the rate of about 9’ pet cent. But conditions for get-
ting loan, such as, giving two sureties, were rather difficule or hard to
be fulfilled by the Depressed Class people: Qut of 80 families that
~-borrowed. from money-lenders, informatign- rpgarding rate -of inte-
14
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rest was available for 69 families only. The rates of interest charged
were as following :—

Rate of interest - No, of families
6} p. c. . . - . . . . 1@
83 p. c. . L . N . . . 1
1Zpe . . . . . . 12
18 p.c. . . . . .o . . 14
s5pe . . ) R . . 9
37kp.c. . . . . . . B
75p.c, . . . . . L . 10
W0p.c . . ] . . . 1
120p.c. . i : R |
150 p. e, . . . . . . 2
Wop.c. . . . B . . N 1

69

It would be seen that only one-third of the indebted families
could get loans at less than 12 per cent per annum which might be
considered as a reasonable rate for unsecured loans. Nearly 20 per.
cent of the families had to pay interest at 18} per cent per
annum, this being the largest single group. As many as 143 per
cent of the indebted families that had to pay interest, paid it at
the rate of 75 per cent. But this was not all. For, about 7 per
cent of the families given above paid interest at 100 per cent and
more, up to 300 per cent. Mapla moneylenders were the worst
exploiters and often recovered much more interest than the capital
itsélf, A couple of instances of their methods and exploitation, if
narrated, would make one sick at heart. The Mapla moneylenders
were always ready to use violent methods wh:ch terronsed the
debtors.

The enquiry into the indebtedness of the sample families would
remain incomplete unless the purposes of incurring debts were also
studied in detail. Table No. 36 was, therefore, compiled to show,
according to communities, the number of families borrowing loans
for given purposes and the amount borrowed as well. For facili-

tating comparisons the per centages were also worked out and given
in the table.

It would be clear from the table that 497 per cent of the
total amount was for maintenance. The average consumption



TABLE No. 36~-CLASSIFICATION OF INDEBTED FAMILIES BY COMMUNITIES AND

CAUSES OF INDEBTEDNESS
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foan per family worked out at Rs. 554, but the smallest amount
borrowed was a couple of rupess and the largest was round
about hundred rupees. The fact that .about 50 per cent of the
total debt of the Depressed Classes was nothing but consumption
loans, reflected their poverty unmistakably. Marriage and religious
ceremonies accounted for about 26:5 per cent of total debt incurred.
The smallest amount borrowed for this purpose hardly exceeded a
score of rupees, while the largest was a couple of hundred rupees,
the per family average working out at Rs 82.3. As compared to
the average marriage debt of Rs. 180 per family incurred by the
*Untouchable Classes of Maharashtra'? the Depressed -Classes of
South Kanara seemed to be wvery moderate in their marnage
expenses. Both the items, viz. maintenance and marriage and
religious ceremonies, put together accounted for 762 per cent of
the total debt incurred. The next important item, accounting for
only 88 per cent of the debt, was for making and improving pro-
perty. All this was not an unproductive debt. For, improvements
were made either to get more income or more comforts. The debt
incurred for medical purposes, including maternity, was not negligi-
ble at all. The average debt per family on that account worked
out at about Rs. 48 which could not be considered a small sum for
the poor Depressed Class people of South Kanara.

Another effect of poverty was witnessed in the unsatisfactory
housing condition of the Depressed Class communities. Table
No. 37 presents the classification of the sample families according
to floor area shared by their members.

It may be remembered in this connection that the Rent Enquiry
Committee, Bombay, (1939), recommended for the city of Bombay
that a minimum floor area of 45 square feet should be provided for
every person or 180 sq. ft. for a family of four persons.3 It should
further be remembered that this standard did not take into account
the considerations of health, morality and family life as the English
standard does. But even according to the Bombay standard, bet-
ween 35 and 40 per cent of the houses of the sample families might
be considered as over-crowded. If all the relevant considerations

were to be given due weight, the Bombay minimum would have to
" be raised to not less than 60 sq. ft. for rural areas. Application of
this norm would show that a little less than two-thirds of the
sample families lived in overcrawded houses. The largest number

2, M. G. Bhagat, p, 27,
3. Report, p. 59.



TABLE No, 37—CLASSIFICATION OF FAMILIES BY COMMUNITIES AND LIVING SPACE PER MEMBER
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of total famalies, viz. 319 per cent, had a floor area of between 21
and 40 sq. ft. for each and every member of them., Half the Koraga
families answered this description. The group of families with 41
to 60 sq. ft. area per head stood next, but quite close to the above.
35-4, 37.2 and 32:8 per cent of the families of the Kaipuda-Meras,
the Karadhi-Mari Holeyas and the Mundalas respectively were
found in this group. Among all the communities under survey, the
Thotis had the largest income, yet 90 per cent of their families bad
less than 40 sq. ft. floor area per head, This was because their
families were also comparatively larger in size and lived in urban
areas, Generally speaking, the availability of raw materials, such
as, earthern unbaked bricks, thatching grass, bamboos and spare
time to build it, determined the size of a house or hut, Usually the
house -consisted of a2 room and verandah, both covering a space area
of 150~200 sq. ft. The size of the house or hut hardly ever expanded
with the size of the family, which fact resulted in course of 7-8
vears into overcrowding. Another factor, important in this con-
nection, was the site of the house or hut. Table No. 38 shows,
along other things, the situation obtaining in this behalf.

_ Where the site was given permanently, on a nominal rent, by
Government the families concerned felt secure and tried to put up,
within their means, bouses of respectable size. The ground rent,
generally varied from an anna to 5-6 annas at the most. There was
no such security, unless the families concerned were of Mulada ..
Holeyas, in regard to private sites. The landlord did not, as a rule,
charge any 1rent. DBut there were cases round about Udipt in which
some families were given house sites on the specific condition that
they would water cocoanut trees of the landlords concerned, when-
ever asked to do so. Displeasure of landlords often meant immedi-
ate and / or forced eviction. 60 per cent of the-sample families
depended in this way upon the sweet will of their landlords, On
analysing the remaining 40 per cent of the families that were for-
tunate to get Government land, more than one third or 37 per cent
of the total families belonged to the Mundalas. They and the
Kaipuda-Meras put together accounted for about 60 per cent of the
Government sites. None out of 14 Vettuvan families could obtain a
single Government plot, About 84 per cent of the Karadhi-Mari
Holeyas, 72-8 per cent of the Thotis and 64-5 per cent of the Koragas
lived on private lands, the corresponding per centage for the Kaipuda-
Meras baing 58-2. '

If the position about the floor area was bad that about light!
and ventilation was worse, Table No, 38 would show that more
than half the houses of the sample families bad no arrangement
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38 —=CLASSIFICATION OF FAMILIE3 BY COMMUNITIES ACCORDING TO
QOWNERSHIP OF HQUSE —S8ITE AND HOUSING CONDITIONS

| House—site Ventilation
§6'| Communities Gavs._ 71‘""'5@{ T: N wisdows - Vensilason T;:
No 4 e . Neo Q,fu No. \ °fs No, fa 1 No. \ .

1 | Baira 3 [ 0 |1 250 4 P 50-0 2 00| . 4
2 | Baithada-Bakuda T } 48-7 T 8 533 15 5 333 5 333 J 63 333 13
3 | Godda ] l 100-0 5 5 100-0 - } 5
4 | Eaipuda, Mera, Mogera 51 418 71 382 192 71 582 | 44 36-0 7 58 122
5 | Karadbi, Manisa, Maila | )
IS CE LI N R+ S I - T -+ T T I
7 | Madiga 10 | 75 4 28.5 14 8 571 6 429 . 14
8 Mundala-Uppara 70 | 573 52 42-7 122 44 36-0 72 59.0 6 5.0 128
9 | Nalkeyava 3 | 35 5 825 8 7 815 | 1 125 | .. U
10 | Piliya-Polaya 4 | 800 1.1 200 5 3 600 2 400 . 5
11 | Raneyat o200 4 80-0 5 - 5 100-0 | . 5
12 | Samagar - 3 | 1000 FRI 333 | 2 | €67 ‘ 3
13 | Thoti 3 27.2 8 728 mi| 5 454 4 36-3 2 | 183 1
14 ['Vettuvan e 14 100-0 14 9 643 5 35.7 v | 14

Tatal... | 189 i 399 285 60-1{ 474" | 253 512 199 | 403 2 | *8s 474

* Tnformation not available for 6 families,
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TABLE No. 38~( Continued )

Roof Water—8upply _ _ A
1?6. Communities Thatchad Tiled ol Own Gort. orBemi Gm: Privats o
| No. s No. °f No. ofs Ne. o No. °ts
1 | Baira l 4 100.0) .. 4 3 0| 1 250 4
2 | Baithada-Bakuda 11 734 4 26-6 15 4} 286 3 200 8 354 15
3 | Godda | : l s | 10e0] .. 5 . 5 {00 | £ | L 5
4 [ Kdipuda, Mera, Mogers | 122 10¢.9 " 122 23 | 188 36 287 | B4 525 | 122
5 | Katadbi, Maniaa, Mails |
and Mari-Holeys 101 100:0| ... 101 23 | 7 16 15-8 | 562 615 | 101
6 |Koraga 15 10004 ... 45 2 43 19 224 53'3 ] 45
7 | Madiga 14 10000 . 14 - i1 we'l 3 | a4 | w4
8 | Mundala-Uppara 115 TR TR ¢ 58 182 32 | 262 37 303 | 53 | ¢35 | 122
9 | Nalkeyava ;8 10005 . o 8 1 | 125 3 a5 4 50.6"' T s
10 | Piliya-Polaya | s 1000 . 5 R . 5 1 o100 | . 5
11 | Raneyar 3 169-0 5 - . '3 1000 - .l 5
12 [ Samagar 3 100-0 . 3 2 667 | I » i 3
13 | Thoti 7 636, ¢ 36.4 1 3 | 874 4 363 « |3 | n
14 | Vettuvan 14 160-0 - - 14 1 71 . 13 42.9 14
' Total - 459 964 15 l 3.6 474 91 ’A 193 146 308 . 23l7 ' 50.044{ 4% '

T
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what-so-ever for securing light and ventilation. Another 8 per cent
of the houses had a couple of small openings in their walls for light
and air to peep in, This means that about 60 per cent of the houses
of the sample families might be considered as insanitary from the
hygienic point of view. About 64 per cent of the houses of the
Karadhi-Mari Holeyas, the Koragas and the Vettuvans were thus in-
sanitary, the corresponding per centage for the Kaipuda-Meras being
582, About 60 per cent of the Mundala houses provided one or
more windows for light and air, In this respect, the Thotis copied
the Mundala houses, their houses with windows forming only 45-4
per cent of their total number of families,

- It would be clear from Table No. 38 that the roof of 96-4 per
cent of the sample families of the Depressed Classes was of thatched-.
grass. Once in a year or two the roof required repairs which were
done with the help and cooperation of neighbours. In summer,
parties of caste people set on this work and completed the repair
work of the houses or huts of all the persons in their respective
pasties. The owner of the house under repair had to supply food
to all the persons in the party or treat them to toddy on that parti-
cular day, The Mundalas and the Thotis went in for rafters and
tiles, but even there, the proportion of such tiled houses was not
large.

. The water-supply arrangements for the Depressed Classes left
much to be desired. About one-fifths of the sample families could
make their own water suppy arrangements, They sank their own
wells independently or in common with others. Out of the remain-
ing 80 per cent families, Government and local bodies made provi-
sion for only 30 per cent. In summer months, some of the public
wells dried up and forced the Depressed Class families depending
upon them to shift for themselves. Half of the total families got
their water supply from other sources. The corresponding per
centages for the Kaipuda-Meras, the Karadhi-Mari Holeyas, the
Koragas (61:5) and the Vettuvans (92-9) exceeded the total per
centage, The water supply from other sources often entailed
walking pretty long distances, 132 out of 237 families got their
drinking water from some ponds, tanks, running streams and rivers,
while others from their landiords’ or neighbours’ wells. It would
thus be clear that more than one-forth of the total number of
sample families depended upon unprotected water supply. The
analysis of 132 families showed that 5 of them depended upon
ponds, 64 on streams and rivers and the remaining 7 on tanks,
There were half a dozen families of Koragas (4) and the Thotis (2)
which had no water supply nearby and had to beg for water.



CHAPTER V
Ameliorative Measures-
Section I—X Retrospect

Before proceeding to make any recommendations in the light of
the findings of the enquiry, it would be desirable to pass under
tapid review what had been achieved by official and non-official
eEorts till 1945 in ameliorating the wretched condition of the
Depressed Classes of South Kanara. For, such a review alone,
though it is bound to be sketchy, would help understand in proper
perspective the problems involved and the difficulties usually
encountered in soiving them. [t would further indicate new lines
of reform, if any. ' ' . o

(1) Labour Department:—The ameliorative measures taken
by the State till 1920 lacked continuity and. were rdther spas-
modic. It was first in 1920 that a full time Commissionet. of
Labour was appointed in Madras for the welfare of the' Depressed
Classes and to ensure a sustained and well-directed effort for their
betterment. The work of this new department was carried on in
districts by their Collectors assisted by District Labour Officers.
The work of the Labour Department could be breoadly classified
under three heads, viz., social, economic and educational. The work
under the last head was very important and may, therefore, be
considered first. ~

(a) Educational*—It had been the d:clared policy of the
Government of Madras ‘to endeavour as far as possible to get the
Scheduled Class pupils admitted into the schools already existing in
the locality and to open sepatate schools for them only in places
where, owing to caste prejudices, the existing schools are not easily
accessible to them or in places where there are no schools whatsoever.
(the italics are ours), Following this policy, the Labour Depart-
ment of the Government of Madras conducted 46 primary schools
in the district of South Kanara in 1944-45, Table No. 39 shows
their distribution in different talukas, the strength of pupils and
teachers in them and also the classification of the schools according
to staff employed in them,



TABLE No. 39—CLASSIFICATION OF $CHOOLS CONDUCTED BY LABOUR DEPARTMENT ACCORDING TO

TALUKAS, NUMBER OF STUDENTS AND TEACHERS

G Strength Teachers 1 Schodis with
= No. of i*
= Taluka ?3:};:0[5 ' T {
K §. Castes | C, Hindu | 5. castes C.Hindu | one two three four
0 ; teacher | teachers| teachers) teachers
_ . e ,.B - E_B G t
| T
1 | Coondapur 4 96 58 = " 4 1 3 1 .
2 | Karkal 3 55 20 l 27 11 | 3 2 v
3 | Kasargod 18 507 3Q7 5 95 84 14 21 6 8 3 1
4 | Masgalore 8 230 114 j o1 3 8 6 1 1 .
1 ‘
5 | Pottor 5 98 52 |15 6 5 . 5 *
6 | Udipi 8 217 113} 3 8 4 5 2 1
Tatat 46 1202 690 ‘153 86 35 37 27 13 5 1
. 1393 230 ...... Sy
B = Boys € = Girls

M
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‘. The average strength of a school was 46-3 pupils, while Kasat-
god had the highest 55-1 and Udipi the lowest 337, Mangalore con-
forming to the average for the district. The proportion of the
Scheduled Castes pupils to those of the Caste Hindus was roughly
7:1. Karkal recorded the highest proportion, wiz., 3:1 while in

* Coondapur not a single Caste Hindu pupil was attending Labour
Schools in that taluka, Udipi following Coondapur very closely in
this connection. The proportion in Kasargod exceeded the overall
proportion by about 59 per cent. If Karkal and Kasargod were left
out, it could be said that Caste Hindus did not send their children
to Labour Schools. It should be noted that the total strength of
Scheduled Castes pupils in the Labour Schools worked out at about
2 per cent of the total population of the Scheduled Castes in the
district. It may be remembered in this connection that 12 per cent
of the total population is normally of school-going age. According
to this, the Labour Schools provided education to only one-sizth of
the Scheduled Castes children of school going age. All these
schools, excepting pethaps 5-6, were full primary schools, i. e
schools in which education was imparted upto Standard V (verna-
cular), the excepted schools having only first three standards, All
the 46 schools together employed 72 teachers or 1.5 teachers per
school on an average, But actually more than half the schools had
only one teacher to look after five standards. About 28 per cent of
- the schools had two teachers each, and only 10 per cent three each.
A teacher was found to be in charge of 288 pupils on an average,
irrespective of the standards they were reading in. This average
came down to 20-2 in case of Puttur and went up to 34-2 for Udipi.
Again, 483 per cent of the teachers belonged to the Scheduled
Castes. [t may be mentioned here that teachers of the Scheduled
Castes were generally not believed to be very efficient, though there
was no evident reason for it. Experience in other parts was,
unfortunately, not different from this., The result of all these
factors could be discerned in great wastage and stagnation. Slates,
books and other equipment and ulso dress were provided free to all
the pupils in the Labour Schools. Scheduled Caste children were
also given the mid-day meal. All education was free,

The number of Labour Schoo!s usually fluctuated from year to
year. The schools that became uneconomic were closed and new
ones started at other suitable places. Attendance of pupils in
Labour Schools often fell below the prescribed limit, especially where
population was. scattered as in the eastern parts of Kasargod taluka.
Fot instance, in a village like Eleri (Kasargod taluka) which covers
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an arza of 140 sq. miles, the difficulty of locating the school would
be obvious, The Kumari cultivation, which involved shifting of
house-sites also, enhanced the difficulty., Conducting schools in

such conditions always presented almost insurmountable difficulties,
particularly from the view point of exercising supervision.

Besides running primary schools, the Labour Department pro-
vided educational facilities to the Scheduled Castes children, To
cover expenditure on payment of school or college fees, purchase of
books etc. non-residential scholarships of different yearly wvalues
were paid to pupils reading from Standard IV in elementary schools
to those reading in B. A. classes. Residential scholarships were
paid from Form IV onwards in secondary school at different rates.
The amounts of scholarship varied according to the pupils’ paying
full or half fees, Scholarships were also awarded to pupils taking
commercial, industrial or professional education. The District
Collector was empowered to grant non-recurring grants to pupils
towards school-fees, purchase of books, clothes etc. from the sum
allotted to him for the specific purpose. It must be mentioned that
many of the deserving students got scholarships from the Labour
Department. The pity was that very few students went up to
colleges and availed themselves of the facilities provided. The
scholarships were not open to converts to Christianity and to those
candidates who were over twenty years of age on the 1st July of
the year in which the application for scholarship was made.

With a view to getting the Scheduled Caste pupils admitted
into schools already existing in the locality, the Government laid
down the following rules:—(1) Recognition shall not be granted to
any school situated in a locality not accessible to members of the
Scheduled Castes. (2} Recognition may be withdrawn from any
school which refuses admaission to any pupil of the Scheduled Castes,
If no pupils of the Scheduled Castes were actually attending schools,
it would be deemed that admission to such pupils was refused,
unless their management showed that no such pupils are residing
within a distance of one mile from their schools or adduced other
satisfactory reasons for the absence of such pupils from their schools.
(3) No grants shall be paid to any institution which is not recogni-
sed or whose recognition is withdrawn according to rules (1) and
¢2) above.

The Labour Department conducted no hostel in South Kanara
but gave boarding grants to recognised private institutions in
respect of a stated number of pupils of Schedule Castes, including
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converts to Christianity. A pupil was not eligible for a hoarding
grant even if he became an Arva Samajist, or a Brahmo or followed
any other reformist movement in Hinduism, The fulfilment of
the following conditions collectively made pupils eligible for receiv-
ing a boarding grant, (1) That they should be reading in
standards IV to VIII in primary schools or in secondary schools or
colleges recognised by Government (2) That they should not
exceed the age-limit fixed for each standard or form on the 1st July
of the year in. which a boarding grant is sought (3) That they
should have been promoted from the lower standard or form. In
some special cases, this condition could be waived only by the Com-
missioner of Labour. (4) That the boys should belong to places
not within the radius of five miles from the boarding house, the
distance condition for girls being fixed at two miles. The boarding
grant was paid at the rate of Rs. 12 per boarder per month,! It
was allowed to be spent on several items, such as, food, dress,
examination fees, travelling expenses, rent of the boarding house,
gardening, sports etc, Warden's salary was not allowed to be
charged to the boarding grant. The grant was paid for ten months,
Proportionate deductions were made from it, if pupils remained
absent from the boarding house for more than 15 and 30 days on
casual and sick leave respectively. The grant was paid in four
instalments in the academic year.

Thus, in the educational field maintenance of separate schools,
grants for scholarships, stipends and boarding grants, grants for
purchase of books etc., grants to private educational institutions for
the benefit of Depressed Classes were the important measures taken
by Madras Government in its Labour Department,

(b) Economic:—Under the Statutpry Service Rules, in case of
services and posts to which recruitment is made on communal basis,
one out of every twelve or 82 per cent vacancies were reserved for
members of the Scheduled Castes.? The minimum general educational
qualification for appointment to subordinate services had been
appreciably lowered in case of the Scheduled Castes. The age limit
had also been raised to 27 in the case of ministerial services, In
view of the great difficulties experienced by the Scheduled Castes

t This is raised to Rs. 15 per boarder per month from the widdle of 1946,

2 In June, 1946, the Gaverament of India decided to increase the proportion
of reservation- of vacancies in favour of the Scheduled Castes to be filled by direct
recruitment, so as to bring it into accord with the populatlon ratio. Thus the
propertion was increased from 8} p.c. to 12§ p. ¢. The Government of Madras
adopted this policy towards the end of 1946 or thereabout,
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in obtaining land for cultivation, the Government of Madras ordeted
as early as in 1918 that the waste lands in every ryotwari village in
the Presidency should be examined and a fair proportion definitely-
reserved for assignment to Depressed Classes. When large blocks of
land, such as dis-reserved forests, unassessed wastes and lands
retained as porambokes (public lands) were transferred to the head of
assessed land with a view to assignment for cultivation, a substan-
tial share was also ordered to be reserved for the Depressed Classes.
In this way over 40,000 acres of land were reserved by Government
in the district of South Kanara, as shown in Table No. 40, ' The
figures in the table relate to the year 1944-45,

It would be seen from the table that in the whole of the district
only in 58 per cent of the villages lands were not reserved and
mapped for being assigned to the Depressed Classes, In Kasargod
taluka the per centage went up to over 18; while in the talukas
of Karkal and Udipi there were no villages where land was yet
to be reserved and mapped. Again, only 153 per cent of the
total acreage reserved was assigned to the Depressed Class people.
In Mangalore taluka as large as 226 per cent of the reserved land
was actually assigned, as against 67 per cent in Coondapur, the
lowest of all, Karkal alone conforming to the total per centage.
About one-fifth of the reserved land in Kasargod and Udipi talukas
was found to have been assigned, while Puttur closely followed
Coondapur, with 7-6 per cent. Conditions of land varied much in
different talukas and villages. But, generally speaking, the reserved
lands were such as required too much capital to develop or as had
already been under accupation for years. It was suspected that by
reserving such lands for free assignment village officers sought to
defeat the object of the Government orders, Though assignees had
to pay a small amount of land revenue, as many as 105 of them
could not pay it or violated other conditions of grant during the
vear 1944-45. This was because the land could not be brought
under cultivation in some cases, while in others the yield was not
sufficient to meet the minimum cost of cultivation., Cultivable wet
land classed as valuable was not assigned free, but when sold to
metnbers of the Scheduled Castes, the payment was spread overa
term of years, extending even up to ten years, and instead of having
to compete for the land in auction, they were offered it at a fair
market price fixed by the Collector. Further, where much recla-
mation was required a Scheduled Caste assignee of any land was
exempted from payment of the assessment for seven years, provided
he brought at least one.fifth of the area newly under cultivation
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TABLE No. .40~—CLA.SBIFICATION OF RESERVED AND ASSIGNED LAND BY TALUKAS

No. of villages where

3 Area Plots Applioa- Applica-
2 Taluka ’ Area reserved | |, loiivad | assigoed tions tions - 52'&21‘
: lands were | lands were (acres) (acras) | for houses | received aocepted |
i reserved not ra- :
and mapped] served
1 Coondapur o8 5 3,698-80 249-42 189 455 343 1
2 | Karkal 90 7,004-26 1,084.79 582 1,199 1,079 33
3 | Kasargod 83 21 8,343-67 1,810:14 1,541 1,946 1,583 74
4 | Mangalore 163 15 " 6,18315 1,402-21 2,204 1,308 738 68
5 { Puttur 184 1 10,964.-26 83812 761 1,487 492 10
& | Udipi 55 J 4,332-59 £36-77 1,680 D14 595 53
i — g
Total 683 J 42 J 40,526-73 6,221-5% 7,257 7.309 4,830 251

146
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each year. Inaddition, fand not specially reserved for the Scheduled
Classes was also to be assigned to them under the ordinary rules
but subject to the concessions mentioned above. Besides these
measures, about 75 co-operative societies were working during
1944-45 in South Kanara for the benefit of the Scheduled Classes
for various purposes, such as, supply of credit for their agricultural

and domestic expenses, purchase of house-sites, to provide dwelling
houses etc.

(c) Social:—As a part of their policy to assign land to the
landless poor, bulk of wham are Scheduled Class people, the
Government assigned 7,237 house-sites as shown in Table No 40.
Puctur received the least number of house-sites for its Scheduled
Class population. Coondapur, Udipi and Mangalore talukas put
together accounted for 361 per cent of the total Scheduled Class
population in the district but got 56-1 per cent of the house-sites.
In Hosdurpg division, bordering on Malabar, which was peopled by
very backward Depressed Classes, practically no house-sites were
assigned. Again, 4,830 applicants obviously obtained 7,257 house-
sites which means that an applicant received 1'5 plots on an average,
It was not possible to undetstand how the number of plots assigned
in Coondapur and Kasargod was smaller than that of applications
accepted. In Mangalore and Udipi the accepted applicants received
on an average three plots as house-sites. In non-municipal areas,
the Government acquired land for assigning it to the landless
labourers, including Scheduled Castes. The Government bore half
the cost of acquisition, subject to maxima fixed for dry and wet land,
besides incurring all legal and interest charges. Half the cost of
acquisition was recovered from the holder of the land in equated
instalments not exceeding ten. In regard to wells for drinking
water, Puttur taluka again seemed neglected. Some of the Labour
wells dried up in hot months and needed deepening. Thus, when
water was required most urgently, it was not available in them.
The Collector of the district was empowered toc sanction non-
recurring expenditure upto a limit of Rs. 2,500 or so on miscellaneous
measures connected with the welfare of the Scheduled Classes, such
as, construction of wells, pathways, latrines and raising the level of
house-sites,

In order to improve the social status of the Harijans and to
remave their civil disabilities, the Congress Government in its pre-
war regime placed two important measures on the Statute Book,
The first, called Removal of Civil Disabilities Act, was enacted in
1938, This Act sought to remove disabilities of the Harijans in
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regard to the use of public sanitary amenities, such as, wells, burn-
ing and burial grounds, carvansaries, roads etc. It was of enabling
character and proved, in practice, to be very vague. The second
measure was the Temple Entry and Authorization and Indemnity
Act of 1939. Ir provided for the throwing open of temples, with
Government's approval, by the trustees or other authorities, to the
excluded classes of the Hindu community, whenever they were
satisfied that the general Hindu public was in favour of it. The
initiative rested with the trustees or authorities, and that too could
be exercised only when they were satisfied that the general caste
Hindu opinion was not opposed to throwing the temple or temples
in question open to Harijans. The Act was thus very inadequate
to meet the requirements of the rapidly changing times.

Education Department:—Under Madras Educational Rules
poor pupils of the Scheduled Castes were allowed to pay in all
secondary schools and colleges only one-half of the fees levied, No
fees were charged to them in elementary schools under public
management. Stipend at a higher rate was paid to teachers of
Scheduled Classes undergoing training. The Education Department
paid, besides general, special scholarships of varying number and
amount to pupils of Scheduled Classes reading in elementary and
secondary schools and Arts colleges,

(2) Local Authorities:—Scheduled Class pupils were freely
admirted to primary and secondary schools managed by the District
Board and Municipal Councils. The latter bodies were empowered
to sanction full fee remissions for poor Scheduled Caste pupils read-
ing in their secondary schools, education it primary schools being
free. Amenities, sanitary and others, provided by Local Authorities
were open to all Scheduled Classes also,

~ (3) The Depressed Classes Mission, Mangalore:—This pioneer
Indian institution in South India was started by the late Rao Saheb
Kudmal Ranga Rao. The founder undertook the noble work of
uplift of the Depressed Classes, which were almost persecuted in
South Kanara, in 1897 when the general public or the Government
gave no serious attention to it. As a result, he had not only to bear
calumny and ridicale but had to face financial difficulties now and
then. The early history of the Mission shows how its activities
ebbed and flowed with its financial condition. There was a time
when it maintained a large number of day schools and night adutt
llteraCy classes and carried on active propaganda for the removal of
certain social evils from among the Depressed Classes. His old age
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and ill-health, coupled with the unsatisfactory financial position of
the Mission, prompted K. Ranga Rao to approach the Servants of
India Society with a request to take over the Mission. Since 1923
the Mission is managed by the latter soctety, assisted by a Local
Comuinittee. A member of the Society is deputed to carry on the
work. The main features of the Mission's work were schools, board-
ing houses and colonies. During 1944-45 the Mission conducted
three Elementary and one Higher Elementary schools? To the
Higher Elementary School was attached a Manual Training Section
in which training in weaving, carpentry and tailoring was imparted
to pupils reading in from V to VIII standard. In the other Element-
ary Schools side by side with literary education the pupils were
taught paper-work, clay-modelling, gardening, basket-making, spinn-
ing and coir work. Day scholars in ail the four schools, belonging
to the Depressed Classes were given free mid-day meal, dress,
slates, books etc. in addition to free education, Though the schools
were open to Caste Hindu children a negligible number of them
really attended the schools. The Mission had a proud record of
imparting education to over 5,000 children of the Depressed Classes
from its very beginning. It gave financial assistance to pupils
prosecuting higher studies in colleges and receiving technical train-
ing. The Mission received grants-in-aid for the Manual Training
Section and for the maintenance of the schools from the Labour
Department, besides the teaching grants -from- the Education De-
partment, It conducted three boarding houses, one for Koraga
children at Puttur and the others at Mangalore. Of the latter, one
was for boys and the other for girls, The number of boarders was
above 90 in all the three boarding houses together. The Mission
was in receipt of individual boarding grant and Medical Attendant’s
grant from the Labour Department. The maximum number allow-
ed for the purposes of the grane was 100. The boarding houses
were under the care and supervision of resident wardens. The
boarders were provided with free boarding, lodging, clothings,
books, slates etc. )

The Mission had seven colonies with 52:41 acres of land. Two
of them were reserved for the Koragas alone. The Mission allotted
plots of land to homeless families for residential and agricultural

3. The Elementary School at. Derebail was closed from the middle of
November 1944, Another school at Pattar (Udipi) was closed from Jane 1945,
while the Court Hill Higher Elemendary school at Mangalore from Juoe 1947, the
M. T. Section being kept in fact. Financial and other considerations were res
ponsible for the closure of the scheols. ‘ - : -
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purposes. Housing materials were also supplied to some needy
families. During 1944-45, out of 88 plots 65 were occupied. About
40 settlers held land on permanent tenure and paid 2 nominal
rental to the Mission. The plot could not be alienated without the
previous permission of the Mission and no quarrying in the plot was
allowed. For want of funds, more families could not be settled and
workers could not be appointed to carry on the work of improving
the moral and economic condition of the colonists. The Mission
also gave maternity aid from a fund at its disposal to the Depressed
Class women, specizally of Koraga community.

(4) Harijan Sevak Sangh:—A District branch of the All-India
Harijan Sevak Sangh was also in the field, with 1ts Taluka Com-
mittees. There was a full-time Harijan Sevak deputed and paid by
the Central Board at Deihi. The District and its associate Sanghs
conducted hostels for Harijan children, but the strength of boarders
in all of them put together was about 40 or so in 1944-45, The
main activity of the Sangh was distributing scholarships and giving
financial assistance to poor and deserving Harijan pupils for paying
fees, purchase of dress, books etc. Mid-day meals were given by some
associate Sanghs to Harijan pupils with the help of the District
Board. The Sangh at Karkal ran a centre called Shabri Ashram
which was a hostel-cum-colony. Training in some crafts, such as,
spinning, gardening and basket-making was also imparted there,
This Sangh was responsible for the construction of a Maternity
ward in the Local Board Hospital at Karkal, and for the grant of
some land by the Government to a dozen Koraga families, For
want of funds, the colony work in the Shabri Ashram did not pro-
gress much, excepting the sinking of the Amrut Kup (well).
Kasargod Harijan Sevak Sangh started early in 1944 Thakkar Bapa
Harijan Colony at Seethangoly with six huts.* The District and
associate Harijan Sevak Sanghs held occasional conferences, cele-
brated some public festivals and anniversaries and arranged public
meeting and some Yaksha-ganam programmes at different places for
carrying on propaganda {or the removal of untouchability and for
the eradication of some social evils from amongst the Depressed
Classes. They occasionally intervened and acted as arbiters in
disputes between the Depressed Classes and the Caste Hindus, At
times they helped some cottage industries followed by Harijans by
giving them financial-assistance. The Sangh did not push on with
the programme of temple entry in the district,

.. 4, The land of the colony was taken over by Military Authorities in 1945 or so,
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(5) Private individual efforts:—By their very nature they
lacked continuity and were spasmodic. Starting of some school
or carrying on some other social activity was the usual channel
through which the efforts flowed. A special mention needs
be made of the work carried on by Shri Krishna Vidyalaya at
Ramanagar in Kasargod taluka and by Krishna Chaitanya Seva
Mission of Byndoor in Coondapur taluka. The former, run by Swami
Ramdas, had an industrial section with leather-work, weaving, etc.
in which a sort of apprentice shipsystem was followed. The pupils
attending the Vidyalaya were given bath in the morning and were
supplied with clean dress and t wo meals during the working hours of
the school. In Byndoor the organiser of the Seva Mission secured
for Harijans some land which they were helped to cultivate and live
on their vield. He was paying fees for a few Harijan pupils also.

(6) Efforts by the Depressed classes:—There were four
associations started and run by the Depressed Classes themselves,
They were (1) Adi-Dravida-Sangh or Galeyar Koota (2) Adi-
Karntanak Sangh (3) Labour League and (4) Shiv Samaj. But
none of them were actively associated with steady and lasting
ameliorative work,

If stock of the ameliorative work done by different agencies,
official and non-official, was taken, it would be seen that the
condition of a overwhelming majority of the Depressed Class
people continued to be distressing and gloomy. What was achieved
was precious little, as compared to what temained yet to be done,

In the educational field, the progress made could not be consi-
dered as commensurate with the funds expended. In the whole of
the district there were hardly a score of I epressed Class matriculates
and not more than 2-3 graduates! Large number of boys and girls
left elementary schools so early as to relapse into illiteracy. Some
of them suffered from wastage and stagnation even before leaving
schools. This was probably because of four reasons, Firstly, in
single-teacher schools it was not possible for a teacher to give
individual attention to pupils of different standards at one and the
same time, especially when the number of pupils was large, and
further, when the pupils of the Scheduled Castes required much
individual attention. This could not but result in wastage and
stagnation in lower standards. Secondly, no scholarships were paid
to pupils reading in Standards below IV, Thirdly, such pupils
were not allowed to be admitted to boarding houses. As a result of
the second and third reasons, there was no inducement for parents
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to send their children to schools after they sat in the same class or
standard for more than one year. On the other hand, the parents
knew that they would get some financial help, which they always
required, if their children were employved, instead of being sent to
schools. Fourthly, the rules governing grants to elementary schools
operated harshly in the case of schools for the Depressed Classes,
Even with the maximum amount of effort it was often very difficult
to secure the attendance prescribed. As no school can have two
teachers unless the average attendance for the month was 40, most
of the schools had to be content with one teacher though there were
more standards than one, [t was even difficult to secure the
minimum average attendance of 20 which meant in practice that
either the school must go without a grant or the communities
without a school. It would thus be seen that comparatively a very
small.number of the Depressed Class children could reach the stage
of middle schools. But once they reached that stage they generally
went up to S, S. L. C. or Public Examination. It was said, perhaps
very uncharitably, that as promotion was the condition precedent
for securing a scholarship, most of the Depressed Class pupils were
promoted to higher forms every year, though most of them were
not up to the mark, with the result that many of them were
chucked off at the Public Examination. In regard-to scholarships,
the number of them was not large. Again, the condition that unless
a pupil received marks in the annual examination above the class
average in each subject he was not eligible to get a scholarship,
made difficult for many puptls to avail themselves of the
scholarships offered, Adequate number of pupils was not available
to seek scholarships or financial help for prosecuting higher and
technical education. The boarding grant rules also operated equally
harshly, especially those relating to distance, the promotion and the
standard below which the pupils are not to be admitted. A quali-
fied resident warden of proper type is a great necessity for a
boarding house. But such wardens could not be secured without
paying them well, Non-official agencies that were running the
boarding houses hardly ever afforded to pay the requisite salary
and the Government did not allow the item of warden's pay to be
charged to the boarding grant. For the sake of examination some
pupils had to stay in boarding houses for some period after 10
months but no boarding grant was paid in respect of such exceeding
period. The non-official agencies in the educational field severely
suffered from want of funds. They could not but depend on
Government grants which could not be easily secured in adequate
amount on account of the stringency of the rules governing them,
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As a result of the tardy progress in education, even 8} per cent
of the vacancies in subordinate Government services reserved for the
Scheduled Classes could not be filled in by candidates belonging to
those classes. And the vacancies that were kept unfilled for want
of suitable and gualified candidates were being accumulated. It was
very difficult for the Depressed Classes to get employment in
private firms dealing with the public. 99 per cent of them were
employed in occupations requiring hard physical labour.. The land
assigned by the Government could not be developed for want of
sufficient finance and technical guidance and assistance. Serfdom
under the Mulad Holeya system continued to survive. It was based
on the helpless condition of the untouchables, and ensured cheap
and steady supply of labour.

In the social field the situation was more gloomy, True, that
the Ande Koragas were no longer required to carry their spittons
with them worn suspended from their necks and that the Soppu
Koragas and Periangal Vettuvans were no longer required to be
dressed with leaves. It is also true that untouchability was no
longer scrupulously observed in public conveyances nor was the old
restriction existing in Udipi against the untouchables crossing roads
in front of the famous Krishna temple there. But barring these
glaring instances the untouchability was still observed in the public,
notwithstanding the Civil Disabilities Removal Act of 1938, The
Depressed Classes had to live in their own quarters outside villages
and towns, far removed from orthodox Caste Hindus. They could
not enter, as of right, hotels and restaurants, Barbers and
washermen refused to serve them. No temples worth the name
were thrown open to them even though the Temple Entry
Authorization Act was passed and brought on the Statute Book,
The untouchability persisted even after death. The Depressed
Classes were not allowed to cremate or bury their dead in the ground
or shed reserved for Caste Hindus. As late as in 1945 some young
men of the Mundala community in Mangalore were dragged in a
Criminal Court for burning the dead body of a Mundala under a shed
reserved for Caste Hindus under the terms of an endowment,
In the trial court three of the accused were convicted and
sentenced to pay a fine of Rs. 150 each, But in Appellate Court the
conviction was quashed and the right of the Depressed Classes to
burn or bury their dead in public cremation or burial grounds was
vindicated. This *cremation ground case’ brought into light the
vagueness of the Civil Disabilities Removal Act and also the menta-
lity of some Caste Hindus. In rural areas the situation was worse
still. The Depressed Classes could not as a rule protect and exert
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their rights. Control of landlords over touchable labourers was not
as absolute and as general as over the Depressed Classes. The latter
had to be always meek and submissive. Their disobedience or
boldness was meted out with punishment, such as, bringing false
cases in the village court orin criminal courts, pulling down huts,
etct How they were ill-treated and harrassed by their master-
landlords came to light in Dogu’s Case® of 1940, There were cases
in which the landlords refused permission to their agricultural
labourers to send their children to schools on the ground that
atherwise there would be "nobody to look after their cattle. Those
who dared to send their children to schools were threatened with

4, The ways in. which the Depressed Classes were punished for their
disobedience have been described in the Abstracts of Proceeding of the Board of
Revenue of the Government of Madras dated 5th Nov., 1892, No. 723. The forms
of oppression were: (1} Bringing false cases in village courts or in the Crimieal
Courts, (2) Obtaining, on application, from Government waste lands bying al?
round the farecher:, so as to impound the Paraihs cattle or obstruct the way to
their temple. (3) Having mirasi names fraudulently entered in Government
account agaiast the parachers, (4) Pulling down the huts and destroying the growth
in the backyards, (5) Denying occupancy right in imwmemorial sub-tenasncies,
(6) Forcibly cutting the Paraihs crops and on being resisted, charge (hem with
theft and rioting. (7) Under misrepresentations, getting them to execute documents
by which they arc afterwards ruined. (8) Cutting off the flow of water from their
fields, (9) Without legal notice, having the property of sub-tenants attached for
the landlords' arrears of revenue,

5, Thefacts of the case were as following. One Dogu, Mera by caste, of the
village Durga {pear Karkal) was beaten black ard blue by the tepants of Sri.
Anant Bhat, an arecanut planter of the place, and had to lie in a hospital at
Karkal for treatment for a few days. The bealing was given because Dogu com-
plained to the Patel that grass in his Darkhast land was forcibly removed by Anant
Bhat's tenants, This boldness of Dogu enraged Aoant Bhat and his tenants who
wreaked revenge in bim by the above punishment. Dogu was dragged in the
presence of Anant Bhat who ordered him to pay a fine of Rs. 8. This incident was
referred to Mahatma Gaodhi by Sri. K. K. P. Rama Pothawal, a social worker of
Karkal, While the case was pending before the District and Karkal Harijan Sevak
Sanghs, the late Sri. Hanmantrae S, Kaujalgi of Bijapur was deputed to coanduct
an enguiry into the case. The enguiry revealed that the facts, as reported, were
substantially correct. But some extraneous considerations prevailed and through
the iatervention of the District H. S. Sangh a compromise was effected on the
following terms: (1) that the silver zone of Dogu deposited by him with Anant
Bhat should be returned. (2) that Dogu should receive Rs, 4 from Anant Bhat and
{(3) that Apant Bhat should pay a donation of Rs. 6 to the Karkal Harijan Sevak
Sangh. In coversation with him, Anant Bhat told me that Dogu was a thief and.
was therefore beaten. But the enquiry did not reveal any theft. Cases of such
harrassment in other interior talukas could be multiplied,

i7
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dismissals. Philanthropists and social workers like K. P, Sheshagiri
Prabhu of Karkal, Annappa Kamath of Coondapur, Kunhambu oﬁ
Karindolam (Kasargod taluka) and others have had to close their
schools owing to landlords’ opposition to children of their labourers
attending them. In the matter of house-sites and drinking water-
a large majority of the Depressed Class people had to depend upon
the tender mercy of their masters,

On the whole, the situation was not completely dark and hope-
less. As a class, the educated 'Caste Hindus and some landlords
sympathised with the Depressed Classes in their sad plight and
favoured the abolition of untouchability. But che sympathy of many
of them did not sufficiently manifest itself in practice. While some
others associated themselves actively with non-official agencies in
different places and talukas that undertock and carried on some
activity or other for the upliftment of the Depressed Classes, The
more advanced of the Depressed Classes had also become conscious
of their rights.and privileges but not so much of their corresponding
duties and responsibilities, This often confronted their best and
sincere well-wishers, But the general masses continued to remain as
1gnorant as ever about their civic rights and surrendered themselves
unquestioningly to the will of their masters,

Section II-—A Prospect.

If moral and material welfare of the Depressed Classes is to be
achieved within a measurable span of time, a realistic and scientific
approach is urgently called for. Amelioration of a hundred
thousand people is no mean task and will require extensive and
intensive efforts to perform it. Government alone, with its vast
resources in men and money, can cope with them. In this connec-
tion, the natural limitations of non official or voluntary agencies
should be clearly recognised and Government should accept the
entire responsibility. '

The Labour Department of the Government of Madras is at
present entrusted with the work of Harijan uplift and also with
the working of trade unions and their allied Acts. The work of both’
these sections is assuming ever-increasing importance and is rapidly
cxpanding, To discharge the responsibilities of each  section.
properly and fully, bifurcation of the present department is highly
desirable. In Bombay, there is a separate Backward Class Depart-
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thent which has nothing to do with labour welfare. The Govern-
ment of United Provinces is scon opening a separate Department
for Harijan Uplift, It-is high time for Madras Government to con-
sider this question seriously. In districts, the staff of the District
Labour Officer needs great strengthening. Each taluka and sub-
taluka should have one active Labour Inspectot or Welfare Officer,

Many of the ills from which the Depressed Classes in South
Kanara were found suffering could be traced very largely to their
deplorable economic condition, It is, therefore, of utmost import-
ance that in any programme of ameliorative measures for the
Depressed Classes, a top priority should be given to the improvea
ment of their economic condition,

The customs of Muled and Salad Holeyas and of renting out
Mulad Heleyas should be abolished immediately. An Act on the
lines of the Orissa Debt Bondage Abolition Regulation, 1948, if
enacted on having due regard to the conditions and circumstances
obtaining in Madras Province, might go a long way in effecting
this. Any breach in any form of the law should be severely dealt
with. Labourers should be freed from all economic bondages,
They should be at ltberty to go any where any time as they like,
Establishment of mobility of labour will lead to increase in the
earnings of Harijan labourers. If payment of wages lower than
prescribed minima to agricultural and garden labourers could he
forbidden under a law, a great stride will have been taken towards
the abolition of the Mulad Holeya system,

Under no circumstances, employers should be allowed to
advance loans to their employees. This should apply both to agri-
cultural and non-agricultural occupations and to loans in cash and
kind as well. For, such loans result in restricting the freedom of
labourers. The employers should otherwise be forced to register
themselves as money lenders, so that their transactions will be open
to checking and thus brought within the purview of law,

Recruitment to plantations should be made directly by planters
themselves through the Labour Department of their Association
and not through maistries or sherigars as at present. The authoriss
ed agents of the Labour Department should maintain registers of
their recruits in a prescribed form, which should be open for in-
spection. The practice of giving pre-employment advances should
be stopped or the amount of advance, fixed at a reasonable figure,
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should be made to be disbursed in the presence of a village officer of
any officer of the Government Labour Department. The advance so
given should be recovered from wages earned within the first two
months or so. Wages should be paid directly to labourers and not
through their recruiting agents as at present. No deceit will be
required to practise on ignorant and poor labourers if the housing
and working conditions on plantations are sufficiently improved.

Land for cultivation should be equitably  assigned among
different Depressed Class communities. The claims of backward
communities should be given preference as far as possible. The
assignees of the land should be tempted, by promising them maore
concessions and facilities, to organise themselves on co-operative
lines, To develop the land adequate finance and necessary
technical advice and assistance should be provided. The finance
may be given through the existing Co-operative Societies or in
the form of tagai by the Revenue Department.

Agricultural rent payable by tenants should be fized as in
Bombay Province. The long-standing rights of the Depressed
.Classes should also be protected in a suitable way.

The handicraftsmen like the Koragas, the Madigas and the
Nalkeyavas should be organiszd on co-operative basis both for pur-
chasing or securing faw materials and for marketing the finished
products, The rapacious middlemen should be completely
eliminated.

The indebtedness of the Harijans should be enquired into and

long~standing debts should be liquidated, .if double the capitalis

already being paid through interest, or scaled down to a reasonable
level,

The general income level and the standard of living of the
masses may not rise unless and until some more large and small
seale industries are started in the district. They will provide full-
time and part-time employment to many of those labourers now
employed in agriculture,

If untouchability is soon to becomea thmg of the past, the
theory of persuasion and change of heart should not, too much be
relied upon. The pace of social reform can be quzckened only if

“legal sanction was behind it. It is a good augury that the Govern-
ment of Madras has now realised this. As early as in August 1924
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the Gavernmient enunciated its policy as regards the rights of the
Scheduled Classes to frequent places of public resort, when Diwan
Bahadur R. Srinivasan's resolution was passed in Legislative Council
of Madras. 14 years later the Civil Disabilities Removal Act was
passed which was followed by the Temple Entry Authorization Act
of 1939, both the Acts being enabling measures, But in spite of
all this, the condition of the Depressed Classes remained substanti-
ally unchanged. The Government of Madras had, therefore, to
change its policy to meet the requirements of the rapidly changing
times. This change of policy was evident from the amendments
enacted in 1947 to both the above Acts. Under the Temple Entry
Authorization and Indemnity Act, as it stands to-day, entry of
Harijans and other excluded classes into temples wlll be permissible
irrespective of the consent of the temple authorities, on the
approval of the Government. It will be ap inherent right exercis-
able by the hitherto excluded classes with the full weight of legal
sanction behind them. While the amendment to Civil Disabilities
‘Removal Act, 1938, makes the original legislation more comprehen-
sive and effective by imposing penalties on those who attempt to
prevent the entry of members of the Harijan community into
public places like hotels, theatres, eating houses etc, The amend-
ment removes the vagueness prevailing in respect of the rights
of the Harijans and penalizes any attempt at harrassment in the
exercise of those rights. All the offences under this Act have been
made cognisible. If the civil rights and liberties provided in this
Act and also incorporated in the Constitution of Indian Uaion are
really to be exercised and enjoyed by the Harijans, the Government
will have to see that all encroachments on them are severly punish-
ed. As the Depressed Classes or Harijans form a small minority in
every village, it is not usually possible for them to exercise their
rights and enjoy the liberties promised to them without obstruction
from orthodax Caste Hindus. A possibility may arise of the
Harijans being boycotted. This will have to be prevented by
legislation, -if necessary, It should be a part of the duty of Labour
Inspectors and Welfare officers to see that offenders against the
Civil Disabilities Removal Act are brought to book. Voluntary
dgencies, in cooperation with the Labour Department, can render
very useful service in this field. They can very well arrange for
free legal aid in cases in which the rights and liberties of the
- Hartjans are in dispute.

Segragation of Harijans in any form should be stopped. No
‘separate schools should be run for Harijans. One can understand
“the Labour Department opening schools in places where there ate
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fo schools whatsoever, but not ‘in places where, owing to casté
prejudices, the existing schools are not easily accessible to them’.
If there are such schools which refuse admission ta Harijan children,
they should be forced to admit them, and no separate Labour
Schoals should be started in the very places. For, opening separate
schools under the above circumstances means, by implication, that
the Government acquiesces in the discrimination against the
Harijans by the managzment of the schools concerned. Any attem-
pts to circumvent the rules for grants-in-aid should be prevented
by making the latter more stringent, if necessary. It is usually
argued in favour of maintaining separate schools that differential
treatmment would be accorded in general schools to children of the
Depressed Classes. The experience of Local Board Schools in South
Kanara showed that the féar was ill founded. But even supposing
that it was real, it should be the duty of authorities concerned and
Labour Inspectors to see that it is stopped forthwith. It is also
argued that 1f separate schools for Harijans are closed the children
at present reading in them would go without schooling. It should
be remembered here that some efforts have had to be made to get
children attend even the separate schools. It was expected of the
teachers in them to go about and assemble the children every day.
In the absence of separate schools this work will have to be should.
ered by some agency, official or voluntary, If general schools are
made more attractive than at present and if the amenities and
concessions usually given in separate schools are also being provided
in general schools there is no reason why Harijan children should
go without schooling, It was further argued that. the separate
schools were open to children of Caste Hindus. Technically this
was true but the fact remained that the latter did not attend such
schools. Thus, in practice, Harijan children got segragated. The
segragation of Harijan children was in the long run harmful to
them. The separate schools were found to be not as efficient as
the general schools, so far as educational standards were concerned.
Healthy competition among pupils was wanting in them. Harijan
children did not get opportunities of mixing freely with Caste
Hindu and other children and of learning new things by close
contact. As against this, they had everything to gain in general
schools, There is a possibility of Harijan children lagging behind
the class average. This can and should be remedied by giving
extra coaching to Harijan children in their hostels or boarding
houses, In Bijapur (Bombay Presidency) there are no separate
schools for Harijans and the district is not considered as education-
ally advanced, Yet, about 80 Harijan students passed their matri-
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culation examination within 12 vears or so. This was becaunse Sri.
Kaka Karkhanis, the local Harijan Sevak, arranged privately extra
coaching to children in the Harijan Hostels there, ¢

The Government of Madras has now launched upon a scheme
of free and compulsory primary education by stages. As a part of
the scheme education is made compulsory in one taluka of the
district, Compulsion would solve many difficulties that were
encountered before, such as, attendance of pupils, bringing all
school-age children to schools, relapse into illiteracy, employment
of children of school-age etc, It is too early to say anything as to
how the scheme may work out in practice. Compulsory education
of children for 5-6 vears would mean economic loss to their parents,
poor and needy as they are. The Government should, therefore,
at least see that it does not put any additional burden on them.
This can be done by providing morning and mid-day meals, dress,
books, slates etc. free of cost to Scheduled Castes children.

In aided elementary schools the rules relating to minimum
attendance should be revised. It should be recognised that they
affect the spread of education among the Depressed Classes and
other backward communities. If a lower minimum is fixed in
the case of schools for these communities, it would greatly assist
the spread of education among them. Alternatively, to increase
the attendance in such schools, the Government should pay
‘regular attendance scholarships’ to large number of pupils. Such
scholarships are being given by the Governwment of Bombay to the
children of Aboriginal and Hill Tribes attendirg voluntary schools
in the Kolaba district (Bombay Province) at the rate of one anna’
per diem. The Labour Department of the Government of Madras
should also consider such a proposal favoutably. The giving of mid-
day meals to Harijan pupils would also increase their attendance in
elementary schools. The Lobour Department should come forward
to give a grant for the purpose te such schools.

The present rules governing grant of fresh scholarships and
renewals should be liberalized in the case of Harijan children.
Mere securing promotion by Harijan pupils and the declaration by
the head of the institution about their aptitude for study and
progress should be considered sufficient for granting fresh scholar-

6. Sri Karkbanis was respopsible for managing three hostels, one for girls
and the other two for boys, one of the latter was for Lamani boys. He gave
individual attention to each boarder from schooling to securing employment for
them. The Harijan work had become his life-mission.
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ships and renewals. It would not be asking too much if the
Government is requested to order that every pupil whose progress
is satisfactory should be entitled to a scholarship. In the case
of girls this concession is absolutely necessary. In the case of
pupils appearing for Public Examinations they automatically cease
to receive scholarships once they fail. This has proved a great
obstacle, It cuts short academic career of many a pupil. Ezemp-
tions from payment of examination fees is in some cases refused
pending the publication of results, though itis well-known that
the pupils are sent up for examination by the heads of institutions
only after careful selection. Exceptions to such rules should be
made in the case of Harijan children. Even examinaticn fees for a
second or third attempt should be sanctioned for these pupils. The
amount placed at the disposal of the Collectors to give lump sum
grants should be substantially increased.

If foundation is laid well in the elementary schools by attract-
ing much larger number of Harijan pupils than ever before and
also by improving their standard of education, there will be no
shortage of pupils in middle schools and colleges. If possible,
Harijans should be diverted from the teaching line, Harijan
teachers may be employed in bigger schools. Excepting Educational
Department, they should be appointed in any other departments of
Government, as far as possible,

The problem of adult education may be taken up by voluntary
bodies by running night classes for the purpose. They should be
given grants by Government to meet all the necessary expenses,

[nstead of opening and running schools for Harijans, voluntary
agencies should do well to open many hostels or boarding houses
for their school-going children. But the attitude of Government
towards subsidised hastels is far from satisfactory. The running of
boarding houses is undertaken by voluntary agencies purely as a
Iove of labour. Instead of giving a2ll possible encouragement, it is
regrettable that the Government is doing everything to discourage
them., For instance, no application for boarding grant could be
sanctioned unless the hostel is run suczessfully at least for one year.
This condition should be waived in the case of boarding houses run
for the Harijans by recognised voluntary agencies. Again, certain
items of expenditure, such as, warden’s salary and the expenditure
that has to be incurred after the stipulated period of ten months
cannot be charged to the boarding grants. Especially in regard to
the warden's salary the Government should not stick to the letter .
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of the rule.  Taking into consideration the important role that the
warden plays into the lives of 'boarders, the Government should
allow expenditure incurred on that to be charged to Boarding grants
or give a separate grant towards the maintenance of boading houses,
In the case of hostels mamtamed for Mahadeo Koli community
children in Poona d;strlct (Bombay Province), overhead expenses
are met by Government pf Bombay by giving a separate grant in
addition to boarding grant, A comparison of the cost of maintain-
ing - hostels run. by Government with that of subsidised
agencies will disclose the glaring fact that their cost is inordinately
high and out of all proportion to the number maintained. Neither
can it be said that in all cases Government institutions are conduct-
ed more efficieritly.’ Such being the case, the Government should
change its attitude towards subsidised hostels and should see that
they do not suffer for want of sufficient grant. One may go to the
extent of suggesting that, as the Government agency is bound to be
costly, steps should be taken to hand over the existing Government
hostels to non-official bodies by sanctioning liberal grants. The
Government should revise the conditions governing the boarding
grant so as to liberalise them as far as possible, For, some of them
operate harshly in many cases. One of the conditions for the
eligibility to the boarding grant is the pupil's securing promotion
from the lower standard or form. At times it so happens that pupils
showing good progress throughout fail in the annual examination
owing to some inexplicable reasons. In such cases also they cease
to be eligible to receive boarding grants. As their parents are poor
they cannot continue their education without boarding grants and
have, therefore, to leave their studies. This is 2 highly undesirable
sitvation. ~ On producing certificates about their satisfactory
progress from the heads of institution in which they were reading
the District Labour Officer or the Collector should be authorised to
waive the condition concerned. If the policy of the Government is
£o invaribly induce Harijans to live in hostels attached to educa-
tional institutions, it becomes all the more necessary for the

Government to review the existing condition about the boarding
grant.

Unless the problem of education is properly solved, suitable and
qualified Harijan candidates will not be available in sufficient
numbers to fill the vacancies reserved for them by Government.
This makes concentrating attention on education all the more
urgent and necessary. But in the meantime, candidates with lesser
qualification than prescribed, may be considered for appointment

18
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only if the standard of efficiency of the department concerned is
not going to be adversely affected thereby.

Christian converts should not be given any concessions provided
by the Labour Department to the Scheduled Classes in respect of
scholarships, boarding grants, house-sites etc. To continue to give
concessions even after conversion means in' practice encouraging
conversion to Christianity with the help of public funds.

The new housing and colonization scheme of the Government
of Madras is welcome. But it will be launched only in some select-
ed places in each district. '

It should be the policy of the Government to assign only one
house-site to each family. Of late, land-hunger was more evident
in some advanced communities than others. The Government
should cancel assignments of mote than two plots in the name of
one family, Backward communities in backward tracts, like
Hosdurg Sub-Division, should receive more attention of the Govern-
ment than heretofore. Quarrying was started by some assignees in
their own plots in some particular colonies, Some assignees had
aliemated thneir rights over their plots as soon as the period of 10
years was over, While assigning house-sites the Labour Depart-
ment. should lay down stringent conditions about the use and
transfer of the sites. Government should also insist at the time of
assignment that when house or hut is to be put up it should be
done according to a given design. If construction according to
design is likely to cost more, the Government should supply neces-
sary building matertals and recover their cost in equated annual
instalments not exceeding five. By insisting on the house or hut
being constructed according to a design, it will be possible to
ensure its conforming to a hygienic standard.

The Prohibition Act is being applied to South Kanara from 1st
QOctober 1947, As drinking is a form of escapism for the majority
of drunkards, it has been the aim of Government to create condi-
tions in villages which will minimise the urge to drink to the
greatest extent possible. It has, therefore, been decided to provide
counter-attractions to drinks in the form of refreshment in or near
the toddy shops, to provide sports, games and entertainment to
relieve the tedium and boredom of the evening hours and to
organise thrift movement particularly for ex-addicts but open to all.
But the financial provision made for the refreshment-stalls is very
meagre. Perhaps the period of three months for which the Govern-
ment proposes to tun the stalls may prove to be short. If the
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Government wants to see the end of the drinking habit it should
not relie too much on non-officials to come forward to finance the
stalls. The problems arising out of the prohibition campaign, such
as, illicit distillation and finding suitable employment for the toddy-
tappers should receive Government's prompt attention.

It was decided by Madras Government some 12-13 vyears
back'to prepare a very elaborate survey village by village of the
condition’ of the Depressed Classes. But owing to financial
considerations the decision did not materialise. But only last year
the Government constituted a Provincial Harijan Woelfare
Committee to formulate a 5-—year plan for Harijan welfare in 2all
directions and to draw up an immediate scheme for the utilisation
of the sum of Rs. 1 crore set apart for Harijan welfare work. The
committee will also enquire into and report on the progress of the
enforcement of the legislative measuvres in this field. A sub-
committee will tour and collect first hand information on all the
matters referred to the committee. This is a2 good idea so far as it
goes. The Government should aim at taking detailed surveys, in
all the districts, of the social and economic conditions of the
Depressed Classes and get the work done and progress made
reviewed objectively after every ten years or so by appointing
a special committee for the purpose.



APPENDIX 1
Notes on Depressed Class Communities.

( The following notes on individual communities under survey
were based on (1) W. Francis's Caste Glossary {Madras Census
Report, Part I, 1901, pp. 140-185), (2} J. Sturrock’s South Kanara
Manual, Vol. [, 1894, (3) E. Thurston’s Castes and Tribes in
Southern India, Vols. I-VIII, (4) Lewis Rice's Mysore and Coorg
Gazetteer, 1877 (5) L. K. Ananthakrishna Iyer's Mysore Castes
and Tribes and (6) R. E. Enthoven’s Tribes and Castes of Bombay.
The available material was supplemented, wherever possible, by
oral information casually gathered during the survey. Territorial
distribution and occupations of each community were also.noted. )

(1) Baira or Byagara :—W. Francis mentioned thisas a sub-
caste of Holeyast., According to E. Thurston Bégira or Byﬁgﬁraj_is
a synonym applied to the Holeyas by Kanarese Lingayats® Like
‘the Holeyas, the Bairas were given to beef eating.” This community
did not seem to be indigenous one for two reasons, Firstly, its
mother-tongue was Kannad. Secondly, the Bairas followed the
Makal Santan law of succession and not the Aliva Santan of the
Tuluvas. They were found mostly in Puttur taluka. The Bairas
were agricultural labourers but also followed basket-making as 2
supplementary occupation.

(2) Baithada-Bakuda : —As it was popularly believed that
these two Tulu castes were allied and intermarriages took place
between them, they were grouped together. Neither W. Francis
nor E. Thurston mentioned the name of the Baithada caste. About
the Bakudas, W. Francis only noted that they were a sub-caste of
Holeya. According to E. Thurston, the Bakudas and the Mundalas
were one and the same community, being a sub-caste of Hboleya,
He asserted that “'A stranger, asking a woman if her husband is at
home, is expected to refer to him as her Bakudi, and not as her
Mundala.”? But this distinction seemed to have become obsolete
and the Bakudas had become by 1945 2 community or caste quite
distinct from the Mundalds. As the oral evidence had it, inter-

1. Madras Census Report, part I, 1901, p. 149,
2, Castes and Tribes, Vol. II, p. 344.
3. 1Ibid, p. 345,
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tarrizges did not take place between them two. The Bikudis
called themselves Aipattubuladavaru or ‘the people of fifty families.’
As they spoke a form of old Kannad and as their special Bhuta,
Kambigara, was supposed to have come from Mysore, it was possible
that they were of Mysore origin.? But the law of succession that
they followed militated against the above theory. Like the
Baithadas, they were governed by the Aliya Santan law of inheri-
tance, E. Thurston gives the following as the peculiarities of the
Bikudas. “They will not touch dead cows or calves or remove the
placenta when a cow calves. Nor will they touch leather, especially
in the form of shoes. They will not carry cots on which rice
sheaves are thrashed, chairs, etc. which have four legs. The women
always wear their ¢loth in one piece, and are not allowed, like the
Holeyas, to have it made of two pieces.”® The Bakudas considered
themselves superior in status than Bilimaggas and Jadas (weavers),
Paravis and Nalkes (Devil-dancers) and did not partake their food,
Their special Bhutas were Kodababbu and Kamberlu (or Kangilu).
In some cases, the office of the headman, called Mubhari, was
connected with his house-site, which meant that the Mukhari
could not leave the latter without losing the office, except without
the general consent of the community. The Mukhari had two
assistants, called Jammana and Bondari. The marriage ceremony
and the purificatory ceremony in cases of adultery were eclaborate.
Both the Baithadas and the Bakudas abstained from beef—eating.
As among the Nayars of Malabar, Baithada girls stayed on with
their mothers even after their marriage, Both these communities
lived in the coastal talukas, the Baithadis being found largely in
Coondapur, They were employed as agricultural labouress. But
quite a few Bakudas engaged themselves in non-agricultural
occupations too, like sweeping, stone-cutting, etc.

(3) Godda :—Being a small community, found largely in
Mangalore taluka, the name of the Goddas was not mentioned by
E. Thurston and others. Their mother-tongue was Tulu but followed
Makal Santan law of succession. The origin, the social status and
the habitat of this caste could not be traced. The Goddas were
agriculturists and agricultural labourers, but were not as backward
economically and socially as the Mari Holeyas.

(4) Kaipuda, Mera and Mugayarz or Mogera : — These were
one and the same community. According to E. Thurston it was 2z

4. Sturrock, Ibid, pp. 174175,
5. Op.cit., p, 345.
6. 0p.cit, pp. 346-348,
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sub-sect of the Holeyas. The Meras were the most numerous
especially in Pattur and Kasargod talukas, They did not eat beef
and refused to touch leather in any form. But, like the Bakudas,
they had no objection to carrying four-legged articles,? Though
their mother—tongue is Tulu, they followed the Mabkal Santan law
of inheritance. The Mugayaras, however, were an exception to
this, as they followed Aliya Santan rule of succession. The office
of the headman, called Kuruneru, passes to the son instead of to the
nephew, and carried a badge of a cane with a silver band. The
Kaipuda-Meras were agricultural labourers but some of them
prepared Gurbus (banana spathe or grass caps) in summer months as
a supplementary occupation, The huts of the Meras were known
as Patias, and their marriage was called Badathana and resembled
that of the Mari Holeyas,

(5) Karadhi, Manisa Maila and Mari.Holeya :— E. Thurston
mentions Maild as a sub-sect of the Holeyas. Following the
anology of Mailari (washerman) occurring among the Malds, he
thought that since the word 'maili’ mean dirt, it was probably
the washerman section.® But the traditionmal occupation of the
Mailas did not support this conjecture. Owing to their unclean
habits in eating and drinking and their dirtiness, the Mailas might
have been called by that name. Kiradhi was a synonym applied
to Holeyas by the Bakudas,? and reminds one of the Paradhi
caste of untouchablesin Bombay Deccan. Though known by
different names, all of them belonged to the same caste Holeya.
The term Holeva may be derived from helz which means in Kannad
a dry crop-field; Holeya meaning thereby a field-labourer. But
according to others it came from hole which means dircy, pollution.
The latter derivation explains how the Holeyas came to be regarded
as an impure caste whose touch is defiling., Tt also gives clue to
the origin of the name ‘Maild.' From their totemistic social
divisions and their eating carrion, R. E. Enthoven called them one
of the aboriginal tribes of South India.?®* According to Lewis
Rice the Holeya was the lowest of the right hand faction!! of
eighteen castes in Dravid countries. The Holeyas were found in
Mysore and Bombay Karnatak, Pulayan being the Malayalam and
Paraiyan and Polaiyar the Tamil names for them, But the Holeyas
of South Kanara are essentially a Tulu, not a Kanarese, community.

7. Thurston, p. 348,

8. Ibid. p. 344,

9. 1bid. p, 348.

10. The Tribes and Castes of Bombay, Vol. II, p. 75,
11, Mpysore and Coarg Gazetteer, Vol, I, p. 347
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In that district, Holeya is 2 general name applied to the polluting
castes. The Mari Holeyas ate beef and-carcasses 2 and followed the
Aliya Santan rule of inheritance. Their huts were called kelu, while
gudda was a general name for the huts of the Holeya caste. The head-
men among the Mari Holeyasarecalled Mulia, Boltivadi and Kallali.
Unlike those of the Bikudas, the office of the headman follows in
the female line of succession, Inaddition to various Bhitas, they
bave two special Bhitas called Kattadhe and Kanadhe, whom they
regard as their ancestors, Marriage among the Mari Holeyas is
called porathavu. Intermarriages between the Maiids and the other
three groups were not common, as the former were living in
Kasargod taluka and spoke Malayalam in addition to Tulu. Dowry
system prevailed among them, the dowry being fixed at eight
muras of paddy. When a girl reaches puberty, she is expected to
remain within a hut for twelve days. In Mysore, on the other hand,
she is kept aloof in a new shed formed for the purpose for a period
of three to seven days when she is supposed to be in a state of
pollution.13  E, Thurston describes a form of token burning of the
dead in addition to burial as follows: “A pit is dug near the grave
into which an image of the deceased, made of rice straw, is put-
The image is set on fire by his son or nephew. " This burning of
the image of the dead was not found in any other Depressed Castes
of South Kanara, nor was it witnessed among the Holeyas of
Mysore. The Mari Holeyas lived largely in the interior parts of
Karkal, Puttur and Kasargod talukas. They were field—labourers
and former agrestic serfs of South Kanara, known as Mulad Holeyas,
More than two-fifths of the Mulad Holeyas recorded in the survey
belonged to the Mari Holeya-Karadhi community. The Mailas
were mostly employed in  pepper gardens. Notwith-
standing high wages in the coffee estates above the ghats, many of
the old serfs acknowledged their ancestral master and did not care
to leave his service. They lived in isolated places in the recesses of
jungles, toiling for their masters, and almost entirely untouched by
new ideas and economic motives, Of all the Depressed Class
communities in South Kanara the Mari Holeyas for their numbers
were perhaps the most backward community. The Manisaru did
a little leather-dressing in their spare time. All the groups of
Mari Holeyas induiged in excessive drinking. But the Mailas drank
only on two days in a month, viz. Amavasya and solar new maon

12. L. K. Ananthakrishoa Iyer gives a very interesting legend as to how the
Holeyas started eating the carcass, Vol. 1II, p. 322.

13. L. K. Apantbakrishna Iyer, Ibid, p. 323.

14. Op. cit, p. 350, .
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day. The Mailas, like the Vettuvanas, had to pay in kind for the
purchases made by them,

(5; Koraga :—According to the Madras Census Report, 1901,
the Koragas were chiefly found in parts which now form Karkal
and Puttur talukas. But in 1943 they were found in larger numbers
in the coastal talukas than in the interior ones of Karkal and
Puttur. The wandering character of the tribe and main occupation,
coupled with the similarity of name, led many people to believe
that it was allied to Koramas, Korchas, Koravas or Yerukulas, the
well-known gypsy tribes of basket-makers. The tribal tradition is
that the Koragas came from Anantapur along with the army of
their chief Habashika. From the traditional accounts about the
composition of this army, it was probable, according to J. Sturrock,
that the Koragas and the Holeyas were ‘once closely connected
though they are now distinct."’S The fact that some of the
Koraga exogamous septs, (balis) such as, Haledennaya and
Kumerdennaya are also found among the Mari Holeyas and the
Mundalas, lends support to the above theory. Their peculiar
physical characteristics—middle-sized, black-skinned, thick-lipped,
noses broad and flat, high cheek bones, sloping foreheads and hair
rough and bushy—and the name of their legendary chief, along
with the traditional account of their not being local, led Rac Saheb
P. R. Ranganath Poonja to infer that they might have been connected
with the Habashis or FEthiopeans.’® According to Brahmin
chroniclers, the Koragas are the lowest and the last of the fifteen
classes of the Chandalas. One traditional account of the Koragas
says that their chief Habashik was expelled by Lokaditya of
Gokarnam whose date is fixed by Wilks about 1450 B. C. Another
version of the tradition, as cited by Walhouse, says that Anagrwarma
of Manjeshwar, a place 12 miles south of Mangalore, treacherously
killed Habashik and drove his invading army of Koragas to jungles
where they were reduced to such a plight that they consented to
become slaves. But “'the probability is” says E. Thurston ‘‘that these
lowest slave-~castes (of Koragas} are the descendants of that primi-
tive population which the Aryan invaders from the north found
occupying the soil, and after astruggle of ages, gradually dispossessed,
driving some to the hills and jungles, and reducing others to the
condition of slaves.”'? The ¥oragas rank below the Holeyas in

15, 0p. cie, p. 176,

16. This is from the unpublished work of Rao Saheb Poonja, Advocate,
Mangalore,
17. Op, cit., Vol 111, p. 425,
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social status, Though they are regarded with contempt and
loathing, the Koragas are believed to possess secret powers of magic
and witcheraft and influence with the old -malignant deities of the
soil, who can direct good or evil fortune.'® They were so much
feared by the old superstitious Hindus that they would not venture
to utter the word Koraga after night—~fall but would use instead the
expression ‘the black-legged.’

The Koragas are divided into three clans-the Ande or Ada
Koragas, Vastra Koragas and Soppu or Soppina Koragas. The first
mentioned clan affords an example of refinement of the
untouchability theory to -distance pollution, The Ande Xoragas
were considered so unclean that their very spittle on the roads, no
matter how old, defiled the higher castes; they had, therefore, to
relieve themselves into a bamboo tube worn suspended from the
neck., But cases of such extreme susceptibility were not found in
t 2 ’thrities as the avuthor of the Madras Census Report, 1931,
testifies.’® It was further said that in pre-British days Ande
Koragas were so much despised and feared that they had to take
out a license to enter towns and villages by day. At nighe their
mere approach thereto was forbidden, as their presence was
supposed to cause terrible calamity, The Vastra clan received as
clothes the shrouds of the dead, while the Soppu clan was so called
from their custom of wearing leaves as a dress, which seemed to
have become obsolete long back. Similarly, the Koraga dress
described by Ullal Raghavendra Rao tn the last century was nowhere
seen in 1945, They covered the lower part of their body with a
black cloth and the upper part with a white one, women leaving
the bosom bare. But some women had taken to wearing sarees like
the Holeyas. Another account gives the three sub-divisions as
(1) Kappada, those who wear clothes, (2) Tippi, who wear
ornaments made of the cocoanut-shell and (3) Vanti, who wear
a peculiar kind of large ear-rings. These three clans could eat
together but not intermarry. They wear a cap made of the
arecanut spathe. Their ornaments consisted of brass ear-rings, an
iron bracelet and beads of bone strung on a thread. The Koragas
wete otiginally worshippers of the Sun and are still called after the
names of the days of the week. They had no separate temples for
their God, Kata, worship in whose honour was usually performed
in the months of May, July or October. The Koragas worshipped

18. The examples giver by Thursten {p. 426) to show how this superstitiens
fear of the Hindns worked in practice are interesting, But they are no! pecnliar
to south Kanara alone,

19. Partl, p, 344,

19
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Mari Amma and Bhutas, especially Panjurili (pig), festival celebrated
in honour of the latter being called Tambilu, They had no
priests, but the head of each family conducted all ceremonies.
They had no fixed feasts exclusively of their own, but for a long
time they had been observing Gokul Ashtami and the Chowti. The
latter was associated more with feasting and merry-making than
with religious performance. Any irregularity in caste-dinners on
festive occasions was not tolerated. The offender was sentenced to
pay a fine that would cover the expenses of another feast or dinner.
Non-submission to it meant excommunication and boycott by the
castemen, including the offender’s family.

There was no fixed age for marriage, but child marrages were
not common, The ceremony was performed at the bridegroom’s
house, generally on a Sunday which is an auspices day for the
Koragas. Unlike other Depressed castes in South Kanara, the
Koragas did not allow divorce even by custom, With the Koragas,
marriage was indissoluble but a widow was entitled to remarriage.
Though the punishment for adultery was ostracism, the offenders
could be re-admitted into the caste after burning down seven small
huts erected at their expense, into which the guilty persons were
made to enter onec after the other. When a child is born, the
inmates leave the Koppu (Koraga's hut) for five nights. On the
sixth night the mother and the child become holy after bath. The
dead were buried.

Koragas eat carrion and the flesh of crocodlles, the latter being
restricted to them alome. They eat food left over after feasts held
by various castes. They shared the prejudice against carrying any
four-legged animals, dead or alive, and other articles with four legs.
Social disputes were settled by their caste-headmen.

It is generally believed that the Koragas have their own
peculiar dialect generally spoken by them at their Koppus. But
Walhouse doubted whether this was anything more than ‘an idiom
or slang’. They were very touchy when asked about the details
of their dialect, Whatever their dialect or toung, the Koragas
followed Aliya santan law of inheritance.

The Koragas have been described by Walhouse, E, Thurston
and others as the lowest of the slave castes of south Kanara,®

20. The account of Wa!house and Ulial Raghavendra Rao, as given by
E, Thurston {pp. 430-432), abou: the slavery of Koragas is harrowing, Asa
historical fact, i makes an inleresting reading, It is very ‘surprising indeed
that a backward community like the Koragas could became free, without any
external belp, within half a century or so,
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But in 1945 none of them was found to be a Mulada Holeya. In
fact, a very few Koragas, comparatwely speaking, were returned as
bemg employed as agricultural labourers. Basket-making was their
chief means of subsistence. Some of them were skillful in the
manufacture of cradles, baskets, cylinders to hold paddy, winnowing
and sowing baskets, scale pans, boxes, rice water strainers, Coir rope,
brushes for washing cattle, etc. They also manufactured various
domestic utensils from soap-stone. In addition to this, they were
employed as scavengers and drummers, They ‘collected the hide,
horns and bones of dead animals and sold them away. As compared
to the Manisa Mari Holeyas the Koragas were in a better position
from the economic point of view, and their abject slavery had

become a thing of the past.

(7) Madiga :—This was not an indigenous community of South
Kanara. [ts mother-tongue was Kannad and its succession was
governed by the Makal Sanian law. They were found in larger
numbers in Kasargod and Mangalore talukas. The Madigas, accord-
ing to L. Rice, were the lowest of the left hand group of castes and
were regarded as lower than the Holeyas.® It was said that some
Madigas of South Kanara buried their dead in their own houses.
The main occupation of the Madigas was the curing and tanning
of hides and the manufacture of leather articles, such as, sandals,
water-buckets, etc. The Madiga women in Kasargod taluka engaged
themselves in manufacturing quick lime and some of them also’
worked as agricultural labourers'during rainy season. The Madigas
used to eat beef and carrion, The Bgsavi custom so commonly
found among the Telugu Madigas was not followed by the Madigas’
>f South Kanara. According to L. K, Ananthakrishna Iyer the
Madigas correspond to the caste known as Mang in the Maharashtra
country. 22

- (8) Mundala and Uppara:—According to J. Sturrock and E.
Thurston, Mundala and Bakudd were one and the same community,
being a sub-division of Holeyas. It was not known how it first
came to be divided into two different castes, The group that came
ander the influence of Lingayatism, viz. of Mundilds. seems to have
parted company with the Bakudas. The fact that the Mundals
sroup was the most advanced of all from every point of view,
might have led to the restriction of marriages to the group itself,
thereby hardening the caste barriers between the two. Notwith-

21, Op. cit. p. 347.
23. Op. cir. Vol. IV, p. 126,
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standing this, most of the description given of the Bakudis applied
more or less to the Mundalas. The Uppara, also known as K
considered themselves superior to the other sections of Holeya,
including Mundala. Some of them say that they are the same as
Uppiras (salt workers) of Mysore, who in South Kanara, had
descended in the social status. Some of them started Shiv Samaj
to differentiate themselves from other Bhuta-worshippers and to
establish their superior status. The Upparas, living in Udipi and
Coondapur talukas, spoke Kannad ; but, like the Mundalas, followed
Aliva santan law of succession. Intermarriages between these two
sections were not taking place some years back, but by 1945, they
were becoming quite common. Both the sections worship Bhutas
or demons, the Uprpdras following serpant-worship in addition.
Both of them were disciples of Lingayat priests and paid a fee of
eight annas or so on the occasion of their periodical visits to the
district, Both of them were thus Saivites. But some Upparas
regarded Venkatariman of Tirupati as their family deity. Marri-
ages were mostly adult, childless widows being permitted to
remarry, The dead were buried, but economic condition permit-
ting, some were cremated, The Mundalas and Upparas abstained
from eating beef or carcasses, They lived largely in the northern
three coastal talukas, As many of them followed non-agricultural
accupations, including professions, the community as such was
generally economically well-off, Grass-picking was almost mono-
polised by their women. Among all the Depressed Class commu-
nities of South Kanara the Mundalas, like the Mahats of Maha-
rashtra, were the most self-conscious and advanced community.

(9) Nalkeyava or Nalke :—Of the three devil-dancing castes of
South Kanara (Nalke, Parava and Pombada), Nalkeyava were the
lowest. Even the Koragas considered themselves superior to them,
The Bhuta-wortship cult is so common in the district that when any
calamity or misfortune undertakes a family, the Bhutas must be
propitiated. The Bhui-worship took the form of either of the four
ceremonies called Kela, band:, Nema and Agelu-tambila, The first
was a periodical ceremony performed near a Bhutasthana. Bandi
.was the same as Kola with some additions. Nema was a private
ceremony performed at the house. Agelu-tambila was celebrated
by Billavas at their bomes, and in honour only of Baiderlu. The
Nalkes spoke Tulu but those in the northern talukas spoke Kannad.
They followed ordinary system of inheritance through males, i. e,
Makal santan. But as they bhad exogamous septs or balis, they
secmed to be of Tulu origin, Girls are married after puberty and
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a woman may matry any number of times,? The marriage cere-
mony is concluded in a single day. The headman of the Nalkeyavas
was called Gurikara who, besides settling caste-disputes, acted as
the priest at marriage and other ceremonies. The Nalkeyavas were
found all over the district. They were oceupied in making mats,
baskets, umbrellas, etc, and also worked as agricultural labourers
and agriculturists,

(10) Piliya-Polaya:—It was popularly believed that inter-
marriages took place between these two sections found only in
Kasargod taluka. Though they spoke Malayalam and Tulu, they
were of Tulu origin, Polayas were really Holeyas ; for, the letters
*p' and ‘L' were interchangeable in old Kannada. Both these
sections followed Aliya santan law of inheritance. Being very
small, these communities did not find mention in any published
works so far, They were mainly agricultural labourers, but some
of them had started taking to non-agricultural occupations also.

.. (11). Raneyar, Ranivaya or Raneru:—This was mentioned
both by W, Francis and E. Thurston as a sub-sect of the Holeyas.
Ranivaya means belonging to the queen. According to R. E.
Enthoven, the Holevas were called Raneru or kings in South
Kanara.®* Raneyar also meant belonging to kings. It was not
known how this caste connected itself to roval family. According
to the account given by the Ranevars themselves, they came to the
district from Mysore along with Haider Ali and Tippu. The fact
that their mother-tongue was Kannad was cited in support of this
theory. But the Raneyars seemed to be of Tulu descent. They
followed Aliya santan law of succession. The custom of dowry
prevailed among them. As a marriage cost about Rs. 500 or so,
many men and women remained unmarried, As a result, many men
were reported to have had concubines. The Raneyars were beef-
eaters. They were numerous in Karkal taluka and followed mainly
non-agricultural occupations, such as, road repairing, stone-cutting,
etc,

(12y Samagar-—This caste of leather-workers corresponds to
Chambhars {in Bombay, Chamgars in North Kanara, Chakkilis in
Tamilnad and Madigas of the Andhradesh. The Samagar wasa’
Kanarese community, living largely in Coondapur taluka. A group
of Samagars known as Arya spoke Marathi. The Samagars as a rule
were much fairer than the Holeyas but resembled them in their

23, Thurston, val. V. V, p. 146.
24, Op. cit, Vol. 11, p. 74.
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religious ceremonies and customs. They employed Brahmin
priests, and it was even said that the Arya Samagars did not carry
pollution. Early marriage was practised to some extent. A widow
marriage was allowed and a widow could marry her late husband 5
younger, but not his elder, brother. . The dead were either cremated
or buried.

(13) Thoti or Toti:—The Thotis were employed by
Municipalities and other local bodies as scavengers. They were
thus found largely in cities and towns. Being permanently employ-
ed, they were better-off than any other Depressed Class community
in South Kanara. The occupation of the Thotis was nowhere found
mentioned as scavenging. They were originally : inferior ' village
servants employed to watch the crops, to purvey news and to
summon people to appear before the village council. 2 . InMysore,
even to-day they are doing that work. . But as the Thotis belonged
to the lowest Holeya caste, all sorts of dirty work in the willage,
including scavenging, was entrusted to them. Long practice of this
dirty work might have made scavenging as’ their main_occupation,
Thotis were given to eating beef, They spoke Tulu as- theu'
mother tongue and followed Ahya santan law of successmn '

(14) Veituvan —This is purely a Malayalam commumty
found only in the hilly parts of the Hosdrug sub-Division of
Kasargod taluka, bordering on Malabar district.. The Vettuvans
had two endogamous sub-divisions called Kudi and: Peringal between
whom intermarriages did not take place. “ The tormer keep their
lrair long and their women wear a cloth. The latter have top knots
and their women dress in leaves, which they wear only round their-
waists and renew daily.”? This distinction drawn by W, Francis
especially about the dress of women had vanished by 1945, Both
males and females wore a piece of cloth called mundu. In case. of-
men, the mundu was secured round the waist by a belt- which was
also used as a sling during hunting expeditions, The men grew a
bit of moustache and a little stumpy beard and wore ear-rings of
brass, The women adorned themselves with nose, finger and neck
orgnaments of brass or beads. They lived in huts made of split
bambao and thatched with elephant grass. The huts especially of
Peringal Vettuvans strike one as the most neat and clean amongst
the huts and houses. of all the Depressed Class communities in
South Kanara. The Vettuvans were divided into Illams (houses)

25 Thurston, Vol. VII, p. 152, Also refer L. Rice, OA c:n Ppp. 312-13,
26, Op.cit. p, 184,
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named after the Jenmis, ( Landlords) they served. Their head-
man, appointed by their Jenmis, was called kiran., They
worshipped deceased ancestors, besides some Hindu gods, Onam,
Vishu, Putiare and Puram were their festivals. Toddy was an in-
dispensable item in their worship. But women of Kudi Vettuvan
section, as a class, did not drink toddy or arrack. The Vettuvans
ate beef and carrion., But in spite of this, they considered them-
selves superior to Cherumans, Nayadis, Ullatans and Pulayans and
were careful not to be polluted by them. Pollution by the second
and the third meant fasting for 'seven days on water, tender
cocoanuts and toddy.?? The custom of dowry, called Kgnam,
prevailed among the Kudi Vettuvans, it being fixed at 14 muras for
twa functions, After the marriage the boy had to start a new
house of his own. The funeral ceremonies of the Vettuvans were
very elgborate.?® They observed death pollution, the period of
which varied according to the particular caste to which their
masters belonged. They followed Marumakattayam law of succes-
sion. The priests who officiated at their ceremonies were selected
from among their own tribesmen. The Vettuvans were agrestic
serfs, hunters and collectors of forest produce. In South Kanara
they were employed in pepper gardens and Kumari cultivation.
They were not their own masters but attached completely to the
land, so much so that they changed hands with the land. Their
services were temporarily transferred or sold by their masters to
other landlords. To rivet them to the land they were given a
small piece of land to cultivate on their own and thus an economic
interest, flimsy and nominal, was created for them. Though the
law did not allow it, they were, for all practical purposes, nothing
less than slaves. The perquisites that they were entitled to receive
on different festive occasions were diminishing in quantity and
number. They were still in the barter stage of economy and
exploited by all those in whose contact they came,

27. Thurston, Vol. VII, p. 403

28. A reference to Thurston, Vol. VIII, pp. 401-403, is iavited in this
connection.




