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I. 

TELEG ij,A)IS. 

, , 

(E.rtract~ FrolllSec;etary oj State iD"OmJernor, Bombay, 7th July, 1900. 

, I wou!d like to learn causes of high mortality in Ahmedabad, Broach, 
Kaira, Pan1h Mahals, Surat, Khande.h, Nasik during March and April. 

i'rom Governor;73iimba:fj;Sf!lJuZV. 1900. 

Following are figures for week ending 30th June :-Famine-stricken dis
tricts: 10,320 cases of cholera, of which 6,502 fatal. Native States: cases of 
cholera, 9,700; deaths from cholera, .'>,931. Total number of deaths among 
num bers on relief works and gratuitous relief, British Districts, 5,324, or 
three-fourths per mille. Rain' moderate to slight in Bombay Deccan and 
Khandesh has resulted in a decrease in number on relief works. ~o rain 
worth mentioning has fallen in any of the districts of North Gujarat, where dis
tress is severe. Number on relief works increasing rapidly in consequence of.' 
drought: numbers on gratuitous relief increasing throughout affected districts" 

!rom Viceroy, ~th;July, 1900_ 

Famine. Rainfall has been fairly general during past week .in Bombay 
Deccan, Khandesh, Bemr and Central Provinces, Gangetic Plain and Punjab, 
but rainfall much below average in these tracts, excepting Southern Deccan. 
Little or no rain hu fallen in Rajputana and Guja.rat an. Central India. 
Agricultural operations seriously impeded everywhere except BW'ma, Bengal" 
Mysore, Madras_ Distress and famine expenditure prolonged beyond expecta
tion. Outlook gloomy in Rajputana and Gujarat and Central India, whe~ 
~ttle, bought in anticipation of rains, are dying, and peoplE; much disheartened. 
Cholera mOfta~ty continue~ h.igh in Bombay. ~ay morj;ali~y there appal\i?-g_ 

"Calcutta CommIttee have dIstrIbuted 107 lakhs reltef fund, VIrtually exhaustmg 
it. Number of persons in receipt of relief :-Bombay, 1,401,000; Punjab. 

"164,000; Central Provinces, 1,913,000; Berar, 495,000;) Ajmer-Merwara, 
151,000; Rajputana States, 523,000; Central India States, 165,000; Bombay 
Native States, 469,000; Baroda, 92,000; North-Western Provinces, 3,000; 
~unjab Native States, 36,000; _Central Provinces Feudatory States, 60,00q; 
Hyderabad, 514,000; Madras, 10>,000; Bengal, 12,000_ Total, 6,013,000. ' . . . - . 

From Viceroy, 12th July, 1900. 

Famine. Excellent rain has fullen in North-West Provinces and parts',of 
,Central India. Useful showers also in Rajputana and Deccan . 

• . 101M' ! 
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From Y1'ceroy, 14th July, 1900. 

Famine. Heavier and more general rain during week in Berar, Centrol 
Provinces, and Hyderabad .• Rainfall good and sufficient for present needs in 
Rajputana. Central India, moderate' general rain, and sowings commenced 
in parts. Fair rain has fallen in Bombay, Deccan and Khandesh. Monsoon 
heavy, Surat. Good falls reported in Kathiawar, Broach, Thana. Sufficient 
rain, has not yet fallen. in J~!lnjab for dry .land sowing. Notwithstanding 
that prospects have improved, no'" early diminution of relief possible. On 
the contrary, figures this week highest' yet reported. Village relief and 
advances are rE'placing relief works. Condition surviving cattle deplorable 
J8. Western India. Cholera continues prevalent Bombay. Health returns for 
£entral Provinces satisfactory~ Number of. person~ in receipt of relief:
Bombay, 1,4,62,000; Punjab, 219,00e; Central Province~, .1,999,000; Berar, 
516,000; Ajmer-Merwara, 151,000; Rajputana States, 527,000; Central India 
,States, 155,000; Bombay Native States, 474,000; Baroda, report not received; 
North-Western. Provinces, 3,000; l'unjabNative States, 40,000; Central 
,Provinces Feudatory States, 60,000; Hyderabad, 509,000; Madras, 17,000; 
Bengal, 16,000. Total, &,148,000.· . 

(ElI:tract.) From Governqr:, B01llbay, July 15~h, 1900.; 

Your telegram ,of 7th July. Condition,. of Gujarat most difficult 
'eircumstance of whole famine to account for. Measures taken for the relief of 
ithe suffering population in September last, as soon as: distress manifested. 
,Owing to ample supply of establishment then, relief, organization exceptiona.lly 
-good. Average ,cost per unit relieved higher than for the rest of Bombay 
,Presidency, 1 anna 8:1 pies against 1 anna 6! pies elsewhere, mainly on account 
of full wages OU relief works ordinarily earned. Deductions for wilful ,short 
Tork have only been 4! per cent. in March last, 3! per cent. in April last. 
There were then, on an . .sverage..84 _w'QrkILopeI!...Jbr 10,185 square miles in 
Gujarat, against 12!i works for 34,239 square miles in Bombay Deccan and 
KhanC!esh. In the former, thtre was one work, large or small, on an 
average within 6f miles of every distressed village. Fortnightly medical 

,repor,ts dl\Clare health and strength of continuol1s workers satisfactory. Thirty
liv~ additional medical and other . British officers employed; against 2'6 for the 
re~t of Bombay Presidency. , One additional Jnspecting officer has been 
',~pPQinte.dtoeve.ry, 76 squaremi,les Gujarat, against J,n ,in Bom. bay DecCan and 

"Klijtndesh. Gfatuitous relief is being given to aged, and i,nfiim persons freely 
:'from' fust'according to Famine Code. When cholera bas strickel). ,and dispersed 
,largll gangs o£ relief labourers, orders hav:e 'been issu~d '(<<?~ dore #> everyp~rscin 
without, the means of subsistence, till induced to return to work. One poor
'house to every 339 ~quare miles in Gujarat aga.inst 1,389' square miles in' 
Bombay Deccan and Khandesh. Kitchens on works open tq incapablesliving 
,\Y~thiJ;l re.'lch." Famine Commission recommendationsi-egarding'HilI Tribes 
ordered to be niadeapplicable tOPl1-nch .Mahals in August last. We /lave 

, IIpproved every suggestion for extension of relief by Commissioner, who has the 
wh9le of 3l yea~s' service in Gujara/i-;", ;NE!cessury actipn,has been taken by him 
ge~eral\y in anticipation of sanction.; In some C)Sses even more liberal gratuitous 
relief has been directed by Governor of ~ombay in Council,.' Every request for 
additional officers promptly met. 'Only 'one-fourth land revenue collected. 
Failure of crops more or less. com:eIf:)!e)1!. _t~e greater part of province, and 
deficient water-supply compelled Gujaratis to eat unaccustomed food and drink 
E'xceptionally impure brackish water, which probably: produced bowel ?omplaints 
and rendered people susceptible to cholera. Fever IS prevalent, causmg deaths 

, of attendants on i~mate8 of poor-h~>uses, all'gravated. by heat very gr~~, during 
three months endlD~ M~y. _AbnorIP~l m~rease In de,at}l-rate 'a,lso ~" l~ge 
towns, where, excludmg ImmIgrants, proportlonfamine-strtcken -populatIon not 
large. People excI!ptionally soft, generally deficient in stamina, are quite 
,unaccustomed to mmine;-unacquamtea'Witllfaniffiinnethods. This led many to 
wander or get living 8uch as they could, in preference to resorting to,il\mine 

, , 
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~alief Works. Esp~cially many Bhilsand Kalis aQd other likll tribes could not 
be induced without difficulty to . resort to Famine' Relief Works, !>reven pooii 
nouses or kitchens; where fed' without demand for labour. When sent to poor'; 
houses or works they, being impatient of any discipline, 'persistently left 'works' 
and kitchens and resumed-waDdering.lllltil . .re.duced to hopeless condition. 
Gujarat so interlaced with Native States that large immig .... tion from Native 
States into British territory is inevitable. Many immigrants from Native States 
were, on arrival at works, not expected to recover. Their deaths raise dispro
portionately rate calculated on resident popalation, 1891 Census. In Khandesh 
and Nasik increase in mortality is due mJ.inly to cholera epidemic. Deaths from, 
cholera many more than attributed to it by village officia.ls. But large numbers 
offamished.Bhils entered Western Khandesh, mainly from Native States to the, 
north of Satpudas and petty Dang and Mewas States. Notwithstanding liberal, 
treatment, deaths among. tbem numerous. Spe\':ially reduced tasks prescribed, 
for ·those able to work; they were exempted from penal wage, those too reduced., 
for work being fed in kitchens .. In Ahmednagar also immigration from Nizam'a, 
dominions ot persons far reduced contributed with cholera to high total death'l 
rate in Apri~ last. Prompt return to work of large numbers who had :(led. ,pn, 
outbreak oflcholera, .and enormous increase of demand for employment on; 
works since panic has subsided disapprove allegations reJarding harsh treat
ment, for which no foundation exists. In Panch: Mahals, cholera. killed many 
Native officers on relief works, besides workers, and with workers fled many 
surviving Native officers leaving conduct of relief operations, including collection 
and disposal of dead, for handful of English and Native officers to carryon. 

(Extract.) From Viceroy, 20th July, 1900. 

Famine.' In Bombay, crops reported to be above average in Konkan; 
Carnatic, Eastern Deccan, and promisin'" elsewhere south of Nerbudda. NOithi 

of Nerbudda, in Gujarat, Kathiawar,;'Baroda, rainfall to date insufficient for' 
sowings, excepting in few places. Food crops sowing is not possible after 1st' 
August, cotton sowin~ is not possible after 15th August. In Central Pro\inces 
there has been excellent rain lately; sowings being actively prosecuted-if 
mOI\soon continues favourable in cultivated area, will fall short only in. N a"'put 
andChhattisgal'h. Prospects encoumging, crops are promising in B~rar: 
~lIfficient min has fallen in Hyderabad, but want of cattle felt. In Rajputana' 
rainfall has been generally sufficient for agricultural purposes, save in ;faisalmer;' 
South·west Marwar, Sirohi, Bikaner; Rajpuhna cropping will fall short owing 
to heavy mortality among cattle. . In C~ntral India present agricultural 
prospects generally satisfactory. Tn Punjab sufficient rain has· fallen for: 
sowings, 'but more rain is needed everywhere. In Mysore, some anxiety in: 
places, but no distress is yet l'epo!'teci. .. rn..Mad~owings normal. Bengal 
and Burma prospects good. North-Western Provmces and Oudh have now 
received rain sufficient for sowingsand no anxiety is felt Itt present. 

From Viceroy, 21st July, 1900. 

Famine. Monsoon continued favourable in week, except in Gujarat, 
,Kathiawar, Baroda, and Rajputana(West), where cultivation at a standstill 
'for want of rain, and fodder almost unprocurable. Elsewhere autumn sowings 
being actively prosecuted and ~erminatillg well. Number on relief worh and 
gratuitous relief rising in GUJarat, where relief of all kinds has been greatly 
expanded and e.tablishment strength!lned in view of the prolonged drought 
and low condition of the people; cholera still prevails badly there and famine 
campaign indefinitely protracted. Kitchen relief general in Central Provinces 
to carry poorest classes on till crops ripen. N umber of persons in receipt of 
relief :-Bombay, 1,559,000 ; Punjab, 184,000 ; Central Pro\'incl:8, 2,029,000,; 
Berar, 537,000 j Ajmer-Merwara, 141,000; Rnjputana States, 476,000 j Central 
India States, 135,000 j Bombay Native States, 480,000: }:Qroda, 101,000; 
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North-Western Provinces, 4,000; Punjab Native States, 42,000; Cendal 
P:rovinces Feudatory States, 61,000; Hyderabad, 500,000 ; :\Iadras, 15,000; 
Bengal, 17,000. Total, 6,281,000. 

From Governor, Bombay, 2~nd July, 1900. 

Following are figures for w~k ending' 14th July. Famine-stricken 
districts,·9,876 cases of· cholera, of which there were fatal 6,322. Native 
States :-Cases of cholera, 9,740; deaths from cholera,6,617, Total number 
of deaths among number on relief works and gratuitous relief, British districts, 
6,435 or 4/0 per mille. Rainfall, as yet quite inconsiderable, and causes 
serious anxiety in North Gujarat, where the numbers demanding relief have 
continued to increase. Cattle mortality increasing, and unless rain falls within 
a ishort time and in BU fficient quantities to admit of the ordinary cultivation 
being carried on, the consequences cannot fail to be very serious. Rainfallhas 
been generally sufficient fur agricultural purposes in the remainder of the 
affected tracts. 

(E3Jtract.) From Governor, Boml·ay, 25th Jul.!/, 1900. 

Rainfall ha.s been generally sufficient for agricultural purposes in Surat and 
Southern Gujarat State~. Some rain has fullen in parts of Broach, where cotton 
80wings being actively prosecuted, but more rain is urgently required in Kaira, 
Ahmedabad, Panch Mahals. Rain not sufficient for agricultural purposes, 
excepting in a few plaCes. . Two and a hslf inches of rain have fallen since 
yesterday, Godra, Panch Mahals; one in several parts of Ahmedabad; over 
hal£-inch in parts Kaira; rain sufficient in parts Baroda adjoining Surat; no 
rain anywhere in Okh:unandal Division, Baroda j rainfall to date insufficient in 
the remainder of Baroda, where extensive failure of crops inevitable unless good 
rain falls in a few days. No rain worth mentioning has fallen in any of the 
districts of Kathiawar, excepting small area 8outh,east, where also more rain is 
urgently wanted. Cultivation at a st.~ndstill for want of rain in almost the 
whole province. No signs of rain. Season is far advanced for sowing jowar, 
staple cereal, but bajri can be still mostly substituted for jowar: still time for 
cotton. Cattle dying from starvation; scarcity of water increasing day by da)1. 
Good falls of rain during the past week where most npeded in affected area, 
Bombay Deccan and Khandesh. In those tracts a"o-ricultural prospects have 
~reatly improved. StatistiCs of mortality in June show death-rate has decreased 
m GUjarat nearly one-hal£, as compared ")'it!: May. 

From Viceroy 28th July, 1900. 

Famine <Considerah"le'llrlx i~y'-'i:s--felt -owing - to weakness of monsoon. 
Situation is serious and critical in Gnjurat, Baroda, Rajputana (West), which 
are unsown, and no fudder . of any description amilable. In south-western 
Punjab sown crops are in imminent dauger because rains continue to hold off, 
fodder is very scarce, and cattle dying. In Central Provinces, Berro:, .Hyderabad, 
gcod crops will be secured if monsoon improves, but not otherWIse. Latest 
reports show death-rate in Central Provinces not mnch in excess of the normal 
death-rate. In Gujarat conditions continue very unfavourable to health, though 

t21!e-fourth of the inhabitants are on State reliet. . Number of persons in receipt 
of relief: -Bombay, 1,540,000 ; Punjab, 177,000; Central Provinces, 2,155,000 j 

Bernr, 523,000; Ajmer Merwal'a, II :),000 ; Rajputana States, -l22,00u j Central 
India States, 120,000 j Bombay NAtive Statt>s, 477,000 j Baroda, 10-!,00ll; 
North- Western Provinces, 3,000 j Punjab Native :States, 44,000 j Central 
Provinces Feudatory States, 58,000; Hyderabad, 500,000; Madras, 12,000 ; 
Jlengal, 16,000. Total, ti,illi(j,OOO. Bombay ligures incomplete. 
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Fron; Governor, Bombay, 29th July, 1900. 

Following are figures for week ending 21st July. Famine-sticken districts, 
8,607 csses of cholera, of which there were fatal 5,703. Native States, cases of 
cholera 8,2!6 ; deaths from cholera 5,710. Total number of deaths among 
number on relief works and gratuitous relief, British districts, 6,753 or4! per 
mille. Good falls of rain during past week throughout North Gujara.t, Kathiawar, 
favourable so far for agricultural ol)erations. Rainfall good and prospects 
encouraging in the remninder of the affected tracts. N umbers on relief works 
decreasing.: Numbers on gratuitous relief increasing. 

From Viceroy, 7th August, 1900. 
i 

Famin1' Very decided improvement in last 10 days through sudden 
opportune ~newed advance of the monsoon. The. rain which has fallen is 
ample for p~esent agricultural requirements in Glljarat, also in the greater part 

yf Rajputana and Central India. Sowings being actively pros..ecuted so far as 
scarcity of ~lough bullocks permits. If present favourable condi.tions continue, 
considerable·' autumn crops will be secured and tension will relax. Number of 

persons in receipt of relief :-Bombay, 1,626,000; Punjab, 179,000; Central 
Provinces, 2,234,000; Berar, 5~7,OOO ; . Ajmer-Me!wara, 106,000;. Rajputana 
States, a84,000; Central India States, 122,000; Bombay NatIve States, 
4.0,000; Baroda, llt,OOO ; North-Western Provinces, 1,000; Pnnjab Native' 
States, 46,000; Central Provinces Feudatory States, 5~,000;. Hyderabad, 
476,000; Madras, 12,000; Bengal, 19,000. Total, 6,356,000. Bombay 
returns of number on relief works incomplete. 

From Governor, Bomba.v, 12th Au.qust, 1900. 

Following are figures for week ending 4th August. Famine-stricken 
districts :-6,541, cases of cholera, of which 4,:l64 were fatal. Native States: 
cases of cholera, 5,414; deaths from cholera, 3,290. Total number of deaths 
among numbers on relief works and gratuitous relief, British districts, 7,041, 
or 4* per mille. Cultivation active and sowings going- forward generally in 
North Gujerat and Kathiawar, where plentiful rnin has fallen. Crop prospects 
continue favourable in the remainder of the affected tracts. Numbers on relief 
works decreasing, numbers on gratuitous relief increasing. 

From Viceroy, 14th .1ugust, 1900. 

Famine. The favourable conditions reported last week continue, and rain 
j now falling generally throughout the country. Total number supported in 

aU famine· stricken provinces still Inrge owiug tu backwardness ~f crops, restric
ted demand for labour in the fields, and high prices. Number of persons' in 
receipt of relief :-Bombay, 1,586,000; Punjab, 169,000; Central Provinces, 
2,270,000; Berar, 472,000; Ajrner-Merwara, 95,000; Rnjputana States, 
;\24,000; Central India States, 10ii,OOO; Bombay Native States, 421,000; 
Baroda, 122,000; North-.Western .. ?rovinces, 2,000; PJlnjah Native States, 
42,000; Cen~l Province~ Feudatory States, 51,000; Hyderabad, 460,000 ; 
Madras, R,OOO, Bengal, ~2,000. Total, 6,H9,000. Bombay and Bengal 
retur?8 of number on relief works incomplete. 

From Viceroy, 20th Aug,~t, 1900. 

Famine. Rainfall heavY and general has continued in most affected tracts. 
Crops promise well in Central Provinces and Berar, and IiOwings being actively 
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prosecuted elsewher~, and general situation. improved greatly. In Central 
Provinces increase in number on gratuitous relief due to free kitchens, necessity 
for which will shortiy disappear. Prices very high everywhere still, indicatin<t 
ae. 'plete~ stOcks o~ ling. ering apprehensions.. Cholera prevalent throughout. 
Hyd~rabad and lD ~()mbay.. . Numbers on relief :-Bombay, 1,476,000; 
Punjab, 150,000; Central ProvlDces, 2,309,000; Berar, 324,000; Ajmer. 
Merwara, 90,000;. RajputanaStates, 244,000; Central India States, 90,000 i 
130mbay Native States, 362,000; Baroda, S8,000 ; North-Western Provinces, 
l,OOO; Punjab Native States, 33,000; Central Provinces Feudatory States, 
48,000; Hyderabad, 439!000; Madras, 7,000;. Bengal, 27,000. Total, 
5,688,000. Bombay returns incomplete. 

From Governol', Bomba,!, 26th August, 1900. 

. Following are fi~ures. for week ending 18th August :-. Famine-stricken. 
di,stricts, 4,206 cases of .cholera, of which il,025 were fatal. Native States, cases 
of cholera, 5,800; ,deaths from cholera 3,873. Total numbell of deaths among 
~umber on relief works and gratuitous relief, British districts, 4,964, or 3! per 
mille. Rainfall good and prospects encouraging in affected area. Numbers 
relieved are diminishing. 

From Vicero,l/, 28th August, 1900. 

Famine. Good rain continues. Heavy rain in Behar, and North-Western 
Provinces and Oudh, which has materially benefited crops. In west coast 
districts and central tracts, where break now desired, fall has been comparatively 
light. So far crop prospects excellent in nearly all affected tracts, though 
acreage will be below norma I, and harvest late_ Cholera still prevails in many 
districts, and season unhealthy. Free· kitchen relief in Central Provinces will 
now rapidly contract, as agricultural labour is in demand. Elsewhere relief 
operations steadily decreasing. Number on relief:-Bombay, 1,365,000; 
Punjab, 124,000; .Central Provinces, 2,241,000; Berar, 309,000;· Ajmer
Merwara, 75,000'; Rajputana States, 226,000 ; Central India States, 90,000 ; 
Bombay Native States, 256,000; Baroda, 77,000; North-Western Provinces, 
1,000; Plmjab Native States, 31,000; Central Provinces Feudatory States, 
44,000 ; . Hyderabad, 429,000; Madras, 6,000; Bengal, 20,000. Total 
5,2\14,000. 

.From Governor, Bombay, 2nd September, 1900. 

J<'ollowing are figur~s for week ended 25th August, famine-stricken 
districts: 3,024 cases of cholera, of which 2,337 were fatal. Native States, cases 
of cholera 4,431r deaths from cholera 2,985. Total number of deaths among 
numbers on relief works and gratuitous relief in British districts 4,984, or 
Sf per mille. Rain moderate to slight; agricultural prospects continue favour
able, except in Bijapur, where crops are suffering for want of rain. Numbers 
on relief works steadily decreasing, numbers on gratuitous relief increasing. 

From Viceroy, 4th September,. 1900. 

Famine. The rainMI h!ls.be~n_compa~t;jye!yJight during the week, and 
Ulore rain is wanted in parts of Hyderahad and Bombal' aod Madras 
(Central), also in Behar and North·Western .Provinces (East). General 
prospects continue to be on the whole favourable, especially in Central 
Provinces, Rajputana, and Gujarat. Mortality. much reduced ,in Bombay 
Presidency (including Sind). Numbers .in. receipt of relief:-Bombay, 
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1,280,000 ; Pnnjab, ·100,000'; Central Provinces,' :t,165,000'} Berar, 231,000 ; 
Ajmer-Merwara, 68,000; Rajputana States, 186,000; Central India States, 

188,000 ;' ,Bombay 'Native States, 2Q6,000;' Baroda, 69,000; North-Western 
Provinces, 1,000'; Punjab Native States, 2\000 ; Central Provinces Feudatory 

'States, 43,000 ; Hyderabad, 400,000 ; )Iadras, 4,000; Bengal, ·!5;000. I Total 
4,891:000. . . (: 

From Guv"l1or,-Bombrrr.·9t1r-S~pte",ber, 1900. 

Following are figures for week ended 1st September. Famine-stricken 
districts, 2,000 cases of cholera of which 1,434 were fatal. Native States, cases 
-of cholera 2,97(), deaths from cholera 1,930. Total number of deaths among 
'numbers onl.relief works and gratuitous relief, British districts, '4,02] or 3t per 
mille.' Rainfall has been light in most places. 'More rain is now wanted. in 

,parts of .Bdmbay Deccan, and Khandesh. N umber of famine relief recipients 
shows decr€fLse.· . . 

From Viceroy, 11th September, 1900. 

Famine. Rain beneficial to crops has continued throughout past week in 
affected tracts, and prospects of autumn -- crops continue good. .In Madras, 
Gangetic Plain, and Central Bengal, good rain has relieved all present anxiety 
as regards autumn crops, and promises well for winter sowings; Steady fall in 
relief numbers may be expected. Number of persons in receipt of relief:
Bombay, 1,182,000; Punjab, 58,000; Central Provinces, 1,958,000; Berar, 
178,000 ; Ajmer-Merwara, 62,000; Rajputana States, 144,000; Central India 

'States, 77,000; Bombay Native States, 163,000; Baroda, 64,000; North· 
Western Provinces, 2,000; Punjab Native States, 22,000; Central Provinces 
Feudstory States, 38,000; Hyderabad, 357,000; Madras, 5,000; Bengal, 
24,000. Total, 4,334,000. . 

FrOffl; Viceroy, 17th September, 1900. 

Famine.. Reports show good general. rainfall during week, es~ially in 
Gangetic' Plain and Punjab, Madras, Central India, Rajputana. General 
prospects continue good. Numbers relieved are diminishing, and food·grain 
prices easier. Number of persons in receipt of relief:-Bombay, 1,132,000.; 
Punjab, 36,00(); Central Provinces, 1,756,000; Berar, 189,00(j; .Ajmer
Merwara, ,~4,000; Rajputana States, 111,000; Central India States, 60,000; 
Bombay Native States, 142,000; - Baroda, 53,000 l North-Western Provinces, 
1,000; Punjab Native ::.tates, 20,000; Central Provinces Feudstory States, 
;14,000; Hyderabad, 2i9,000; Madras, 4,000; Bengal, 13,000. Total, 
3,884,000. 

From GtlVe1"l10r, Bombay, 18th September, 1900. 

FollOlving are figures for week eudiug 8th September :-Famine·stricken 
districts: 1,401 cases of cholera, of which 991 were fatal. Native States.: 
cases bf cholera, 2,306; d~ths from cholera, 1,473. Total number df deaths 
mnollg' number on relief works and gratuitous relief, British districts, 3,902, or 
:\ ~ per mille. Rain moderate to' slight. Crops are thriving except in parts of 

. Deccan and Karnatak, where good full of rain urgently wauted. NumbeJ:S on 
works have decreased. Numbers on gratuitous relief increasing. 
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From GOIWIfnOr, ,Bombay, 23rd September, 1900. 

Follo~ing are figures for week ending 15th September :-Famine-stricken 
districts, 702 pases of cholera, of which 497 were fatal. Native States :-Cases 
of cholera, 1,427 ; deaths from cholera, 1,028. Total number of deaths among 
numbers on relief works and gratuitous relief, British districts, 3,589, or 31"1> 
per mille. Rain has continued to fall in light showers over affected area. 
More rain urgently wanted throughout Bombay, 'Deccan, and Khandesh. 

,From Vicero.y, 24th September, 1900. 

Famine. Good general rainfall continiles.· Rainfall insufficient in few 
,limited areas only i'n Bombay. ,Elsewhere. fine weather generally wanted for 
ripening autllmn and sowing winter crops. A further reduction in' number 
on relief works. : Prices falling slowly ev:erywhere. On relief: Bombay, 
1,074,000; Punjab, 32,000; Central Provinces, 1,511'i',000; Berar, 195,000; 
Ajmer-Merwara, 39,000; Rajputana .States, 83,000; Central India States, 
53,000; Bombay Native"Stateg;''"l''2~,'OOt)T-B9.rodli, 4fJ,000; North. Western 
Provinces, 1,000; Punjab Native States, 18,000; Central Provinces Feudatory 
States, 31.000; Hyderabad, 231,000; Madras, 4,000; Bengal, 8,000. Total, 
3,537,000. ' 

From Governor, Bomba.y, 30tft September, 1900. 

Following are figures for week ended 22nd September :-Famine-stricken 
districts: 423 cases of cholera, of which 305 were fatal. Native States: cases 
of cholera, 651; deaths from cholera, 433, Total number of deaths among 
numbers on relief works or gratuitous relief, British districts, 3,i:92, or 31

3
0 per 

mille. Rain has been absent, or light and scnttered, over the greater part of 
affected area. Crops are now in urgent need of rain in part~. Numbers 
relieved are diminishing . 

... ----------_ .. _--_ ... _-----

From Viceroy, Bra Oct(}ber, 1900. 

Famine. Rainfall exceptionally heavy during the week in Central Bengal 
and Behar. ' General rain also in Northern India, Central Provinces, Rajputana. 
Rain has been very -beneficial on the whole, as securing satisfactory winter 
BowingS. Prospects good, except in limited areas, Bombay Deccan. Number 
of persons in receipt of relief:-Bombay,980,000 ; Punjab, 29,000; Central 
Provinces, 1,446,000; Berar, 192,000; Ajmer-Merwara, 28,000; Rajputana 
States, 72,000; Central India States, 48,000 ; Bombay Native States, 106,000; . 
Baroda, 50,000; North-Western Provinces, relief discontinued; Punjab Native 
States, 12,000; Centrol Provinces Feudatory States, 28,000; Hyderabad, 
169,0(10 ; Madras, 3,000; Bengal, relief discontinued. Total, 3,163,000. 

Prom Governor, Bombay, 7th October, 1900. 

Following are figures for week ending 29th September :--Famine-stricken 
district~ :, 33,7 cases of cholera, of which there were fatal 215. Native States: 
caStlS of cholera, 294; deaths from cholera, 223.. Total number of deaths 
among number on relief works and gratuitous relief in British districts, ~,411, 
01' 2]ll)' per mille. Rain, moderate to slight. Good full of rain ungentlywanted 
in parts Qf affected al'ea. Crops withered in parts of . Kamatak, Sholapur, 
Ahmednngar. Number. of faminereliefrecipienta.shows a decrease. 
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F,.om Viceroy, 8th Uctober, 1900~ 

Famine. Condition of autumn crops is excellent, except. in part of 
Bombay Deccan, where more rain is needed for ploughing, and so wings being 
actively prosecuted for winter crops and famine conditions 'are disapp~ring. 
Prices still high, but falling. Number of persons in receipt of rehef:
Bombay, 883,000; Punjab,· 24,000; Central Provinces, 1,252,000; Bera~, 
176,000; Ajmer.Merwara, 20,000; Rajputana States, 55,000; Central IndIa 
States, 31,000; Bombay Native States, 92,000; Baroda, 44,000; Punjab 
Native States, 10,000; Central Provinces Feudatory States, 25,000; 
Hyderabad, 132,000 ; Madras, 2,000. Total, 2,746,000. 

From Governor, Bombay, 13th October, 1900. 

Following are figures for week en<ling 6th October. Famine-stricken. 
districts :-' 252 cases of cholera, of which there were fatal, 158. Native 
States :--cAses of cholera, 110; deaths from cholera, 65. Nowhere cholera in 
epidemic form. Total number of deaths among number on relief works and 
gratuitous relief, British dist~icts, 1,857 or 2! per mille_ Rain has been absent 
or li~ht and scattered over the greater part of the affected area. Crops on 
ufiiITlgated lands are suffering for want of rain, which is urgentr'y needed in 
parts of Deccan and lip.rnatak, where winter crops cultivation at a standstill 
for want of rain. 

From Viceroy, 16th October, 1900. 

Famine. Disquieting reports received from Bombay. Situation described 
as serious in Eastern Deccan, Bijapur; and parts Belgaum and Dharwar. If 
rain does not come with north-east monsoon, area of winter crops there will be 
small, and there will be considerable distress in parts. Elsewhere in India 
harvest prospect excellent, and famine conditions are disappearing.· Number of 
persons in receipt of relief :-Bombay, 769,000; Punjab, 6,000; Central 
Provinces, 1,026,000; Berar, 168,000; Ajmer-Merwara, 3,000; Rajputana 
States, 44,000; Central India States, 29,000; Bombay Native States, 75,000; 
Baroda, 43,000 ; Punjab Native States, 4,000 ; Central Provinces Feudatory 
States, 21,000; Hyderabad, 103,000; Madrus, 1,000. Total, 2,292,000. 

From Governor, Bombay, 21st Oetober, 1900. 

Following are figures for week ending 13th October :--Famine-stricken 
districts: 183 cases of cholera, of which 108 were fatal. Only a few scattered 
cases of cholera in Native States. Total number of deaths among numbers on 
relief works and gratuitous relief, British Districts, 1,599, or 2~ per mille. No 
rain except light showers in parts of Karnatak. Rain i. much needed in all 
districts. Numbers on relief dim~nishing. 

From Viceroy, 23r(October, 1900. 

Famine. Rain is still wanted nrgently in part of Bombay Deccan aud 
Hyderabad for standing crops and spring cultivation. More rain would be
beneficial also in Gujarat and Baroda. Elsewhere prospects generally good. 
Number of persons in receipt of relief :-Bombay, 625,000; Punjab, 3,000; 
Central 'Provinces, 800,000; Berar, 159,000; Ajmer-Merwara, 2,000; 
Rajputana States, 24,000; Central India States, 23,000; Bombay Native 
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States, 65,000; Baroda, 38,000; Punjab Native States, 4,000; Central 
Provinces Feudatory States, 15,000; Hyderabad, 73,000; Madras, relief 
discontinued. Total, 1,831,000. 

From Governor, Bombay, 28th October, 1900. 

Following are figures for week ending 20th' October :-Famine-stricken 
districts: 107 cases of cholera, of which 76 were fatal. Total number of deaths 
among number on relief works and gratuitous relief, l,312, or 2% per mille. 
Moderate rain doing appreciable good has fallen in Karnatak; elsewhere good 
fall of rain urgently wanted. 

From Viceroy, 29th October, 1900. 

Famine. Number of persons in receipt of relief :-Bombay, 499,000; 
Punjr.b, relief discontinued; Central Provinces, 625,000; Berar, 123,000; 
Ajmer-Merwara, 1,000 ; Rajputana States, 11,000 ; Central India States, 17,000 ; 
Bombay Native States, 50,000 ; BarCida, 31,000; Punjab Native States, 2,000,; 
Central Provinces Feudatory States, 15,000; Hyderabad, 50,000. Total 
1,422,000. 

From Governor, Bombay, 4th November, 1900. 

Following are figures for week ended 27th October :-Famine-stricken 
districts: 106 cases 01 cholera, of which 60 were fatal. Total number of deaths 
among numbers on relief works and gratuitous relief, 909, or ~t per mille. No 
rain except light showers in four districts. Rain is much needed in all 
districts. Numbers relieved are diminishing. 

From Viceroy, 6th November, 1900. 

Famine. Rain is much wanted in parts of Bombay Presidency, Baroda, 
and Nizam's Dominions, winter crops' sowings being impeded. Otherwise 
prospects generally good. Prices falling slowly and famine conditions dis
appearing. Number of persons in, receipt of relief:-Bombay, 407,000; 
Central Provinces, 441,000'; Berar, 111,000; Ajmer-Merwara, relief dis
continued; Rajputana Native States, 8,000; Central India Native States, 
12,000; Bombay Native States, 33,000; Baroda, 26,000; Punjab Native 
States, 3,000 ; Central Provinces Feudatory States, u,noo ; Hyderabad, 25,000. 
Total, 1,077,000. 

From Viceroy, 12th NOl!ember, 1900. 

Famine. _ Numbers declining rapidly in Central Provinces, where relief 
operations will be brought to an end shortly; less rapidly in Bombay, where 
relief must last to December and later, should no rain fall. Number of 
persons in receipt'of relief :-Bombay, 337,000; Central Provinces, 269,000 ; 

'Herar, 82,000 ; Rajputana Native States, 7,000;' Central India Native States, 
9,000; Bombay Native States, 26,000; Baroda, 24,000; Punjab Native 
States, relief discontinued; Central Provinces Feudatory States, 9,000; 
Hyderabad, 14,000. Total, '777,000. 
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l?rom Viceroy, 19th November, 1900. 

Famine. Number of persons in receipt of relief:-Bombay, 287,000; 
Central Provinces, 146,000; Berar, 53,000 ; Rajputana- Native States, 5,000 ; 
Central India Native States, 6,000; Bombay Native States, 25,000; Baroda, 
19,000; Central Provinces Feudatory States, 5,000; Hyderabad, 9,000. 
Total, 555,000. 

From Viceroy, 2~th NOl'eTltbel', 1900. 

. Famine. Rain is still wanted in Bombay, Karnatak, Deccan, and Gujarat. 
Otherwise prospects are. satisfactory. Number of persons in receipt of relief:
Bombay, 257,000; Central Provinces, 76,000; Berar, 28,000; Rajputana 
Native States, 5,000; Central India Native States, 3,000; Bombay Native 
States, 27,000 ; Baroda, 16,000 ; Central Provinces Feudatory States, 2,000 ; 
Hyderabad, 6,000. Total 420,000. 

From Viceroy, 3rd December, 1900. 

Famine. Number of persons in receipt of relief:-Bombay, 239,000; 
Central Provinces, 50,000; Berar, 12,000; Rajputana Native States, 5,000; 
Central India Native States, 2,000; Bombay Native States, 12,000 ; Baroda, 
14,000; Central Provinces Feudatory States, relief discontinued; Hyderabad, 
6,000. Total, 340,000. . 

From Viceroy, '18th December, 1900. 

Famine. Bombay, 203,000 ; Central Provinces, 9,000 ; Berar relief dis
continued; Rajputana, 1,000 ; Bombay Native States, 16,000; Baroda, 11,000 ; 
Hyderabad, 4,000. Total, 244,000. 

From Viceroy, 26th December, 1900. 

Famine .. Number of pe;sons in receipt of relief:-Bombny, 190,000; 
Central Provmces, 5,000; RaJputana, l,OOO; Bombay Native St'ltes, 16,000 ; 
Baroda, 11,000; Hyderabad, 4,000. Total, 227,000. 

From Viceroy, 10th December, 1900. 

Famine. Number of persons in receipt of relief :-Bombay 216000' 
Central Provinces, 25,000; Berar, 4,000; Rajputana. Native States. 5:000: 
Central India Native States, relief discontinued; Bombay Native States;] 7.000 ; 
Baroda, 11,000 ; Hyderabad, 4,000. Total, 282,000. .. 

From Viceroy, 2nd January, 1901. 

Famine. Number of persona in receipt of relief:-Bombay 107000. 
Central Provinces, 5,000; Rajputana, 1,000; Bombay Native .3ta~s .16' 000 : 
.Baroda., 13,000 ; Hyderabad, 3,000. Total, 225,000. .", 
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From Viceroy, 8th January, 1901.' 

Famine. Number· of persons in receipt of relief ;-Bombay, 187,000; 
CentJ:al Provinces, 4,000; Rajputana, 1,000; Bombay Native States, 17,000 ; 
Baroda, 13,000; Hyderabad, 3,000. Total, 22,5,000. 

From Viceroy, 15th January, 1901. 

Famine. Number of persons in receirt of relief :-BOInbay, 195,000; 
Central Provinces, relief discontinued; Rajputana, relief discontinued; 
Bombay Native States, 1'8,000 ;, Baroda, 14,000 ; Hyderabad, 3,000; Madras, 
1,000. Total, 231,000. 

From Viceroy, 24th January, 1901. 

Famine. Winter rainfall unusually good in Upper India, Rajputana, Central 
Provinces, Central India, and agricultural prospects very favourable. But in 
Gujerat, Deccan, and Karnatak districts of Bombay, through early cessation of 
monsoon in September and absence of rain, crop prospects bad, and serious 
distress expected between now and August. Relief measures will be required, 
and expenditure estimated at one crore during next financial year, besides large 
loss of revenue. Number on relief works not increasing rapidly at present, but 
will when harvest completed. Affected area also includes Baroda, arid part of 
Hyderabad. Prices continue high in the affected tracts, but should drop when 
Upper India harvest is secured. Number of persons in receipt of relief:
Bombay, 196,000; Bombay Native States, 19,000; Baroda, 13,000; 
Hyderabad, 3,000; J4adras, 2,000. Total~. 233,000. 

From Viceroy, 31st January, 1901. 

Famine. Slight rain has fallen in parts of Bombay Presidency, including 
Sind, benefiting late spring crops, but prospects not materially improved. 
Scarcity deepening into famine anticipated in considerable portion of 
Hyderabad. Crop prospects continue favourable in Punjab, Upper and 
Central India. Good wheat harvest expected. Number of persons in receipt 
of relief :-Bombay, 183,0(,0 ; Bombay Native States, 17,000 ; Baroda,13,000 ; 
Hyderabad, 3,000; Madras, 3,000. Total, 219,000. 

F'T'nm Viceroy, 5th February, 1901. 

Famine. Number of persons in receipt of reIief:-Bombay, 175,000; 
Bombay Native States, 15,000; Baroda, 13,000; Hyderabad, nil ; Madras, 3,000. 
Total, 206,000. 

From Viceroy, 14(il February, 1901. 

Famine. ·N umber on relief works and gratuitous relief show little increase, 
but greater .pressure is expected in affected area after reaping of scanty harvests 
there. In Upper and Central India some damage by storm and damp has been 
done to crops which promised to be very good. This has checked the decline 
in prices. Number of persons in receipt of relief :-Bombay, 176,900; Bombay 
Native States, 17,000; Baroda, 15,000; Hyderabad, 2,000; Madras, 3,000; 
Central India States, 1,000. Total, 214,000. 
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From Viceroy, 18th February, 1901. 

Famine. Number of persons in receipt of relief :-Bombay, 171,000; 
Bombay Native States, 17,000 ; Baroda, 16,UOO; Hyderabatl, 2,000; Madras, 
4,000; Central India States, 1,000. Total, 211,000. 

From Viceroy, 26th February, 1901. 

Famine. Number or' persons in receipt of relief :-Bombay, 181,000; 
Bombay Native States, 17,000; Baroda, 16,000; Hyderabad, 2,000; Madras, 
3,000 ; Central India States, 1,000. Total, 220,000. 

From Viceroy, 6th March, 1901. 

Famine. Number of persons in .eceipt of relief :-Bombay, 177,000; 
Bombay Native States, 17,000 ; Baroda, 17,000; Hyderabad, 2,000; Madras, 
3,000 ; .Central India States, 2,000; Central Provinces, 1,000. Total, 219,000. 

From Yiceroy, 12th March,. 1901. 

Famine. Number of persons in receipt of relief :-Bombay, 178,000; 
Bombay Native States, 18,000; Baroda, 17,000;. Hyderabad, 2,000 ; Madras, 
4,000; Central India States, 3,000; Central Provinces, relief discontinued. 
Total, 222,000. 

From Viceroy, 18th jJ,Iarrh, 1901. 

Famine. Number of persons in receipt of relief :-Bombay, 177,000; 
Bombay Native States, 17,000; Baroda, 17,000; Hyderabad, 2,000; Madras, 
4,000 ; Central India States, 2,000. Total, 219,000. 

From Viceroy, 25th March, 1901. 

Famine. Number of persons in receipt of relief:-Bombay, 180,000; 
Bombay Native States, 16,000; Baroda, 10,000; Hyderabad, 2,000; Madras, 
4,000; Central India States, 3,000. Total, 215,000.. 

From Viceroy, 2nd April,. 1901. 

Famine. Number of persons in receipt of relief :-Bombay, 184,000; 
Bombay Native States, 17,000; Baroda, 14,000; Hyderabad, no report; 
Madras, 4,000; Central India States, 3,000. Total, 222,000. 

From Viceroy, 9th April, 1901. 

Famine. Number of persons in receipt of relief:-Bombay, 207,000; 
Bombay Native States, 27,000; Baroda, 15,000; Hyderabad, report not 
received; Madras, 5,000 ;. Central India States, 4,000. Total, 258,000. 

From Viceroy, 16th Apri1, 1901. 

Fa.mine. Number of perilons in receipt of relief :-Bombay, 222000 . 
Bombay Native States, 30,000; Baroda, 16,000 ; Hyderabad, 14,000; M:w.ras' 
5000 . Central India States, 4,000. Total, 291,000. ' 
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From Viceroy, 22nd April, 1901. 

Famine. Number of persons in receipt of relief :-Bombay 254000. 
Bombay Native States, 27,000; Baroda, 18,000; Hyderabad, 17 000 . M~dras' 
5,000; Central India States, 4,000. Total, 325,000. " , 

From Viceroy, 29th April, 1901. 

Famine. Number of persons in receipt of relief:-Bombay, 278000· 
Bombay Native States, 26,000; Baroda, 19,000 ; Hyderabad, 19,000 . M~dras' 
5,000 ; Central India States, 4,000. Total, 351,000. " 

From Vic:eroy,.6th May, 1901. 

Famine. N umber of persons in receipt of relief :-Bombay, 293,000· 
Bombay Native States, 29,000 ; Baroda, 20,000; Hyderabad, 25,000 ; Madras; 
5,000 ; Central India States, 5,000. Total, 377,000. 

From Viceroy, 20th May, 1901. 
I 

Famine. Number of persons in reeeipt of relief :-Bombay, 344,000;· 
Bombay Native States, 29,000; Baroda, 21,000; Hyderabad, 14,000 ; Madras, 
5,000; Central India States, 4,000; Central Provinces, 1,000. Total, 
418,000. . 

From Viceroy, 28th May, 1901. 

Famine. Number of persons in receipt of relief :-Bombay, -353,000 ; 
Bombay Native ~tates, 41,000 ; Baroda, 26,000; Hyderabad, 14,000 ; Madras, 
5,000; Central India States, 6,000; Central Provinces, 1,000. Total, 
446,000. 

l!rom Viceroy, 3rd June, 1901. 

Famine. Number of persons in receipt of relief :-Bombay, 366,000; 
Bombay Native States, 33,000; Baroda, 26,000 ; Hyderabad, 23,000; Madras, 
5,000; Central India States, 5,000; Central Provinces, 2,000. Total, 
460,000. 

From Viceroy, 12th June, 1901. 

Famine. Number of persons in receipt of relief :-Mombay, 384,000; 
Bombay Native States, 43,000; Baroda, 27,000 ; Hyderabad, 19,000 ; Madras, 
5,000; Central India States, 4,000; Central Provinces, 2,000. Total, 484,000. 

Distress in Bombay has been much less than was apprehended. -Prices 
fell during the spring, and though now prices show a tendency to rise they are 
50 per cent. below those of May, 1900. In Gujarat grain everywhere obtain- -
able at 16 seers per rupee, and in the Deccan and southern districts at 12 or 13 
seers. In Deccan percentage of popUlation on relief is :-Ahmednagar, 13 per 
cent. ; Sholapur, 10; Bijapur, Poona, 6; elsewhere small. In Gujarat:
Raira, Panch Mabals, 6; Ahmedabad, 4 ; elsewhere small. Total number on 
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relief works and gratuitous relief only 40 per cent. of that anticipated, and 
estimate of famine expenditure this year reduced by Bombay from over one 
crore to Rs. 34,50,000. We have been in correspondence with Bombay to 
ensure that care is taken to restrict relief to the really necessitous. With 
present range of prices, number on relief works may be expected to decline 
rapidly if monsoon normal and meteorological forecast is justitied. 

From Viceroy, 20th June, 1901. 

Famine. North·west monsoon has not burst, but heavy rain has fallen at 
Bijapur and Sholapur, and preparations for monsoon crops progressing generally 
in Bombay. No material change in prices. Number of persons in receipt of 
relief:-BombaJ, 400,000; Bombay Native States, 46,000; Baroda, 29,000 ; 
Hyderabad, 19,000; Central India States, 4,000; Madras, 5,000; Central 
Provinces, 3,000. Total, 506,000. • 

lit·om Viceroy, 28th JUlie, 1901. 

Famine. The numbers demanding relief have continued to increase in 
Bombay, and may be expected to rise till heavy and good general rainfall 
enables the people to commence cultivation and sowing: Except on the coast, 
rainmll light and scattered, and generally insufficient lor the purpose of 
a,.,uriculture. Prices risen in the Deccan districts, but are not yet so high as in 
the famine of 1899-1900. Of headquarters of districts grain is dearest at 
Ahmednagar, where price is 11 seers per rupee. Highest price anywhere is 
10 seers per rupee. TLe health and condition of the people are fairly good and 
exhibit no marked deterioration. Number of persons in receipt of relief on 
22nd June :-Bombay, 430,000; Bombay Native States, 46,000; Baroda: 
30,000; Hydernbad, 18,000; :Madras, 5,000 ; Central India States, 1,000; 
Central Provinces, 1,000. Total, 531,000; 

From Viceroy, 6th July, 1901. 

Famine. Rainmll fairly heavy and general and unsteady on both coasts ; 
but in Bombay Deccan, Central Provinces, Eastern Bengal, Burma, Assam, 
rainfall has been generally sufficient for agricultural purposes. In Gujarat 
rainfall up to date less than one inch, and more rain is urgently needed. Fall 
light and irregular in Western Bengal, Orissa, and Chota N s"upur. In N orth
West Provinces light scattered showers only. Punjab practically rainless. 
Prices do not indicate much p!eseut anxiety. Prices stationary in Punjab, 
North· West Provinces, Central Provinces; fluctuating in both directions in 
Bengal; rising in Madras, where, however, on the whole, prospects are fair. 
In Bombay they are still 100 per cent. below 'last year pitch in Gujarat and 
Khandesh, and are now here less than 25 per cent. below. ,Highest prices 
are Poona 10, Ahmednagar. 11 seers per rupee. Bombay death-rate below 
normal, being less than two per thousand in six districts, and rising to four per 
thousand in Dharwar only. Physical condition of the people reported to be 
generally satisfactory in distressed area, except two taluks, Ahmednagar. 
Number on relief :works and gratuitous relief in Bombay has risen considerably. 
Number of persons in receipt of relieffor the week ending 29th June last:
Bombay, 472,000 ; Bombay Native States, 53,000; Baroda, 31,000; Hydera
bad, 16,000 ; Madms, 4,000; Central India States, 7,000; Central Provinces, 
.2,000. Total, 585,000. 
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From Viceroy, 13th July, 1901. 

Famine. Prospects much improved. Sufficient rain has fallen generally 
for sowings except in the case of' Punjab and Gujarat. In part of Gujarat 
only a few light showers have been received as yet, and rain urgently wanted 
there and in part of Deccan, where uncertainty regarding prospects still 
unfavourable for reduction of famine relief. No material change in prices. 
Numbers in receipt of relief:-Bombay, 486,000; Bombay Native States, 
50,000 ; Baroda, 31,000; Hyderabad, 13,000 ; Madras, 3,000 ; Central India 
States, 1,000 ; Central Provinces, 4000. Total, 588,000. ' 

From Viceroy. 20th July, 1901. 

Famine. Number of persons in receipt of reIief:-Bombay, 492,000; 
Bombay Native States, 43,000 ; Baroda, 30,000 ; Hyderabad, 11,000 ; Madras, 
3,000 ; . Central India States, 4,000; Central Provinces, 1,000. Total. 
584.000. 

From Viceroy, 27th July, 1901. 

Famine. Prospects have improved by light and uncertain but general rain, 
much below the average, but it is sufficient for the present except in the case of' 
Deccan, Gujarat, West Punjab, and in part of Central India and Rajputana. 
where sowing operatiom, have been retarded. No general injury as yet. 
Prices do not indicate apprehension. In Bombay numbers on works have 
decreased by 39,000 and number on gratuitous relief increased 6,000. June 
death·rate per mille affected districts below 2, except in the case of Ahmednagar, 
where it is 2'31. Physical condition of the people reported to be generally 
satisfactory except in part of Ahmednagar and Sholapur where some de
terioration stilI apparent. Number of persons in receipt of relief :-:Bombay, 
461,000 ; Bombay Native States, 42,000 ; Baroda. 30,000 ; Hyderabad, 10,000 ~ 
Madras, 3,000 ; Central India States, 6,000; Central Provinces, 4,000. Total, 
556,000. 

From Viceroy, 3rd August, 1901. 
, 

Famine. Rain has continued and though total to date in inland districts 
only about half normal, prospects generally good. Prices have fallen in
eight Bombay Districts last week. Reduction of' relief confined to Kaira, and 
ligures this week show no chHnge of any importance, but a considerable
reduction ~hortly expected. Number of persons in receipt of relief:
Bombay, 455,000; Bombay Native Stat68, 42,000; Baroda, 32,000;_ 
Hyderabad, 9,000; Madras, ~,OOO; Central India States, 5,000; CentraL 
Provinces; 4,000 ; Mysore, 3,000. Total, 553;000. 

From Viceroy, 10th August, 1901. 

Famine prospects much improved by heary rain, and prospects now' 
favourable generally. Tout! rainfall below average of the period over a 
large part of country, and in Gujurat has only been third ,of local ave~age ;. 
but falls have been timely, and deficiency has caused no material change l.n the 
prospects of the crops. Prices falling, but still high. In Central Provmces,. 
North Deccan, an? m part of Madras and Assam, prices have risen ~Iightly, 
and on the fall ill Gujarat. Number on gratuitous relief and on rellefwo~k 
in Bombay remain larger than expected, Kaira alone showing substantial. 
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decrease from 52,000 to 11,000 since middle July. Decrease not extended 
Ahmedabad. In Sholapur, Ahmednagar, Poona, numbers stationary; and 
have increased in 'Satara and Belgaum. Expediency of reducing extent 
relief under consideration . with Government of Bombay. Reports from 
affected districts indicate no cause for anxiety in physical condition of the 
people. High prices reported to be causing hardship to poorest classes in 
limIted areas, Madras and Assam; but minor measures of relief already 
taken will be sufficient for their assistance till prices fall with autumn 
harvest. Number of persons in receipt of relief :-Bombay, 448,000; Bombay 
Native States, 42,000; Baroda, 31,000: Hyderabad, 8,000; Madras, 3,000 ; 
Central India States, 1,000 ; Celltml Provinces, 4,000; Mysore, nil. Total, 
537,000. 

From Viceroy, 17 til August, 1901. 
. \ 

Famine. Good and general rain has continued ; and though total amount 
. is only three-quarters of normal in Upper and Central India and half 
normltl in Gujarat, prospects fair in Bengal, Bombay, Madras, good else
where. Early rice harvest has relieved local distress Assam. In. part of 
Central Provinces a break is wanted, but more rain is much wanted in 
Bengal for rice transplanting, also in part of Gujarat, Madras, and Bombay 
Deccan, Madura, and Mysore. Prices falling Madras, Central Provinces. 
stationary elsewhere. July death-rate per mille for Bombay affected area. 
below two in all districts except Surat, Satara, Sholapur, Bijapur, where 
between two and 2'50. In "outhe1'l1 districts rate higher, reaching five in 
Belgaum, apparently 'con"e'luent 011 plague. Number ou relief works and 
gratuitous relief fallen Bombay by 11;'000, Baroda 5,000. Reduction of" 
relief large in Kaira, where during past month numbers fallen from 50,000 
to 6,000. In Ahmedabad improved conditions have iufluenced numbers 
very little, and elsewhere decrease small or increase has occnrred. All relief" 
operations have been closed ill Madras. Number of persons in receipt of 
relief:-Bombay, 438,000; Bombay Native States, 44,000; Baroda,' 26,000 ; 
Hyderabad, 8,000; Relief discontinued in Madras; Central India States. 
5,000 ; Central Provinces, 4,000; Mysore, 4,000. Total 529,000. 

From Vi"eroy, 24tl, August, 1901. 

Famine. Week's rainfall has been very deficient in parts of Madl'as (South},. 
West Punjab, inland Burma; fair rain has fallen elsewhere, but irregularly 
distributed, and does not make up the deficiency in total to date. Generally 
agricultural prospects fairly favourable, but more rain is urgently needed in part of 
Gujarat, Bombay and Madras Deccan, Madras (South) and generally in rice 
districts throughout the country. Exce.sive rain has caused damage in North 
Central Provinces. Prices tending tlownwards generally and have fallen 
Bubstantially in Gujarat and in part of Bombay Deccan. The decline in thEl' 
number of persons demanding relief mainly confined to Gujarat, not yet 
extended to Deccan districts. Nnmber of persons in receipt of relief:
Bombay, 423,000; Bombay Native States, 41,000; Baroda, 27,000;. 
Hyderahad, 8,000; Central India States, 2,000; Central Provinces, 4,000;. 
Mysore, 2,000. Total, 507,000. 

From Viceroy, 31st August, 1901. 

Famine. Rainfall slight except in Central Provinces, Eastern Bengal, 
Burma; and total to date generally largely below the average. Prospects 
continue favourable except in Kathiawar, in part of which rainfall hIlS been less 
than four inches up to date, where there is apprehension of failure of crops-
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I sh?u~<l nq ~inJ!lIJ;" ,Mo~e rain is wll:p.ted.~enerallY~1l Punjab, .Gu)qrat. D.eccan, 
,¥a:lura, tJ pper' Bqrllla,; .butCentral ProYlll.c.es .reql)1re break .. -PrICes sta~lOnary 
.: iIi, B~:ri.gal: Madra~; falling N orth· ~ Il.~tern P)'?,-inces, Central Prqvinces .ii-ising 
Pl~liJab, and showlD,g no change 9f Importance m Bombay. Cheapest gram fullen 

I to 20 sirs per .rupee in .part of Gujarat, and after a small rise is still 18 sirs 
Ahmedabad. N:umber of famine relief recipient~'shows a ·decrease of 22.,000 

:in Bombay. Decrease largest in Gujarat. Numbel' of persons 'in receipt of 
relief :--Bombay, 403,000 ;. Bombay Native States, 3:1,000;' ~aroda, 26,000; 
. Hyderaoad, . 8,000; Central India States, 3,000; Central Provinces, 4,000; 
'Mysore, figul'es not reported. Total, 483,000. . 

F'1'.om Viceroy, 9t'" &ptember, 1901. 

Famine. Rainfall has been concentrated in Burma, 'Bengal, Central 
Prol>inces, and North.W~stern Provinces. Elsewhere rainfall light aDd 
scattered, Very little rain in Southern Punjab, Gujarat, Deccan, and 
Madras (South), where it was most required. Crops are withering in 'Hissar, 
Kathiawar, and Baroda; and prospects now not so good in Madras, where 
poorer classes are hard pressed and good early . harvest much needed. 
Complaints ~ve been received from Bombay Deccan, where, however, 
cotton promises well. Excessive rain has caused damage in part. of Central 
Provinces. Elsewhere prospects are favourable, and there is a marked 
improvement in Upper Burma. Slight rise of prices in Madras (South), 
Madras and Bombay Deccan; falling Gujarat and Khandesh; elsewhere 
there is no change. Number of famine relief recipients shows a decrease of 
31,000 in Bombay (half by reduction of number receiving charitable relief) . 
.Number of persons in receipt of relief :-Bombay, 374,000; Bombay Native 
States, 37,000; Baroda, 27,000; Hyderabad, 6,000; Central India States, 
5,000; Central Provinces, 4,000; Mysore, report not received. Total, 
453,000. 

From Viceroy, 14th September, 1901. 

Prospects have improved by good rain, Bengal, North· West Provinces, 
parts Madras, and by break in Central Provinces. The Punjab has been 
practically rainless, and crops suffering seriously in South· West DiviRion, though 
elsewhere still reported fair, More rain is needed for grain crops in Gujarat 
and Deccan, where only a few light showers have been received, but where 
cotton still promises well. August death-rates in Bombay affected districts 
show a rise, particularly in Gujarat, but are below 1\ per 1,000, except in the 
case of Sholapur, Dharwar, Belgaum. Rate of Sholapur, 3'72. Rates of two 
latter much higher owing to plague. Number of fumine relief recipients shows 
a decrease of 25,000 in Bombay, mostly among number on gratuitous relief; 
but gradual tightening of conditions of work relief as harvest approaches will 
result shortly in Bombay. Grant of gratuitous relief has been found necessary 
in part of Madras, Assam. Number of persons in receipt of relief :-Bombay, 
350,000; Bombay Native States, 37,000; Baroda, 27,000; Hyderabad, 6,000 ; 
Madras, numbers not reported; Central India States, 1,000 ; Central 'Provinces, 
relief discontinued; Mysore, 1,000. Total, 422,000. 

From Viceroy, 21st September, 1901. 

Famine. Rainfall has been generally confined to Southern India and 
Burma; elsewhere only scattered showers. Apparent cessation of monsoon 
causes some anxiety. Prospects have improved in Madrus" and now reported 
fair; the same Bengal, where, however, there has been extensive damage by 
floods in places in consequence of heavy rain last week. Crop prospects good 
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in ,North-West . Provinces generally, but more ,rain' is hl!'elied in elintt·a.i'Deabr: 
and,parts Ondh.: . In South Punjab, Rajputana"Unfavourable eOi;ldition& during,' 
past week have intensified, and crops are·withering over lm-ge area. :·Grain' 
crops in' Gnjarat, Deccan,._:\lso in.urgen~ nelld . .9f.1l!ore..rain, though cotton still 
promises well. Rain is wanted generally everywhere, but a cyclone now 
crossing Orissa coast !pay improve situation. Prices are rising gradually, 
thongh no change of ririy importance in Bombay yet. Owing to unfavourable 
outlook number of famine relief recipients shows a decrease of 13,000 only. 
Number of.persons in receipt of relief:-Bombay, 341,000; Bombay Native i 

States, 35,000; Baroda, 25,000 ; Hyderabad, 6,000 ; Madras, not yet reported" 
Cantrallndia States, 1,000 : Mysore, 1,000. Total, 409,000. 

Prom Viceroy, 28th September, 1901. ' 

. Famine. Rain has improved prospects gr~atly in Bengal, Central Provinces;: 
parts eastern and central North· Western Provinces, and Bombay Deccan;· 
securing standing crops and rabi sowings. . General rain has fallett also Madras" 
but none in parts of country where need great~st, namely, Kathiawar, Rajputana, 
Southern Punjab. Complaints have been received also from Malwa, Indore, 
and N?rth.Wes~rl~ Provinces (W.est). II~ ~U1Jj!"b gen~ral pro~pectsare favour· 
able stIll, but ram IS wanted. PrICes are rlsmg m Punjab, RaJputana, Bombay 
Deccan. Number of famine relief recipients shows a decrease of 18,000 Bombay, 
mainly in number receiving charitable relief. Number of persons in receipt of 
relief :-Bombay, 323,000 ; Bombay Native States, 35,000 ; Baroda, 28,000, r 
Hyderabad, 5,000; ~Indras, numbers not reported; Central India States, 
1,000; Mysore, 2,000. Total, 394,000. 

From J'icer"!I, 7th October, 1901.. 

Little or no rain has fallen except in Burma, Bengal, Madras, Bombay 
Deccan; and situation gives cause for anxiety in Punjab, North· 'V estern 
Provinces (West), Rajputana, Indore, Kathiawar, where rain is wanted in 
order to avert widespread failure nnirrigated autumn ci'ops, as well as enable 
spring sowings. For latter purpose one month remains within which a fall 
would be of immense benefit. Prices are rising in tracts above· mentioned, but 
not to alarming extent; faIling, Deccan. Prospects good in Madras, Bengal, 
Bombay Deccan; filu' to good Central Provinces and the greater portion of 
North· Western Provinces. Number of famine relief recipients shows a decrease 
of 31,000 in, Bombay, mainly, it is believed, in consequence of enforcement of 
stricter terms on works. Numbers in receipt of relief :-Bombay, 293,000 ; 
Bombay Native States, 31,000; Baroda, 29,000; Hyderabad, 4,000; Madras, 
numbers not reported; Central India States, 1,000; Mysore, 3,000. Total, 
361,000. , 

From Viceroy, 12th October, 1901. 

Famine. Rainfall still confined to Assam, Bengal, Burmu, Madras, South 
Deccan, where prospects good. Favourable report also from the greater portion 
of North· Western Provinces, but in Central Provinces and North Deccan mora 
raiq ie. needed ill order to secure fair crops and enable full rabi sowings. 
Punjab, North· 'Western Provinces, Rajplltana, Indore, Kathiawar, fallen off in 
condition, and, over lllrge tracts, kharif crops have totally failed, and rabi will 
be nnsown should no min fall. PriceR as yet dCl' not indicate public anxiety. 
Dearest rate in Bombay, eleven seers per rupee at Ahmednagar. In Bombay 
number of famine relief recipients shows II decreRse of 46,000. Death rate per 
mille September belm\>- 2'6 in IIffecteddistricts of Deccan. Number of persons 
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in receipt of relief :-Bombay, 247,000; Homooy Native States, 27,000; 
Baroda, 26,000; Haldarabad, 2,000; lIadms and Central India States, relief 
.discontinued ; Mysore, 3,000. Total, 305,000. 

From Viceroy, 218t October, 1901. 

Famine. ,As a consequence of cyclonic storm there has been good rain in 
Bengal, Orissa, Central Provinces (East), H yderabad; beneficial showers Berar, 
North Deccan, Gujarat. Prospects have improved in Rajputana by substantial 
but scattered falls, but outtum of autumn crops will be bad throughout Gujarat 
M.alwa, Bh~pn:war, and Rajputan~. I~ Ajm~r and Punj~b they have mostly 
failed on umrrlgated land, and rabt sowmgs Wltlbe very short should no rain 
fall within next fortnight. In north Celltral Provinces riCe has failed, 
and here also rabi area will be much below the average. Elsewhere prospects 
fair to good. No marked :fluctuation in prices generally, but fallen substantially 
Ahmednag:ar. ,R:eduction .continues in number on relief works in Bombay. 
Numbers m receIpt of relief :-Bc.mbay, 202,000; Bombay, Native States, 
22,000; Baroda,27,000; Hyderaood, 1,000 ; Mysore, 2,000. Total, 254,000. 

From Viceroy, 26th October, 1901. 

Famine. Scattered showers have been of benefit in Rajputsna, Central 
India, and the Bombay Presidency, and outlook in the Deccan has some
what improved. There is no change in' prospects generally. The outturn 
-of autumn crops will be very short in the' Punjab, Rajputana, in part of 
Central India, and Gujarat. There will also be deficiency in the outturn of 
rice crops of Behar, the Benares division, and some tracts of limited area in 
the Central Provinces. Number on relief works decreasing rapidly. Numbers 
in receipt of relief :-Bombay, 162,000; Bombay Native States, '19,000 ; 
Baroda, 27,000; Hyderabad, figures not receivep.; Mysore, 3,000. Total, 
:210,000 [sic]. ' 

From Viceroy, 2nd November, 1901. 

Famine. ,Rain confined to Burma and Madras, and prospects unaltered 
generally. North-east monsoon has set in on east coast (south), but with 
current below the average strength. Outlook gloomy in South Punjab, parts 
CeI1tral India, Rajputana, and in latter area distribution of relief has beeII 
commenced. Prices, however, remain low or moderate. They have fallen 
substantially in Bombay Deccan, and even in Gujarat, where kharif outturn 
very short, and raM sowing operations /have beeI1 retarded owing to want of 
rain. Elsewhere on the whole conditions are favourable, except in the case 
of Umited areas of North-Western Provinces und Central Provinces. 
Numbers in receipt of relief :-Bombay, 131,000; Bombay Native States, 
21,000 ; Baroda, 27,000; Hyderabad, relief discontinued; Mysore, 3,000. 
Total, 182,000. 

From Viceroy, 12th November, 1901.' 

Famine. Autumn crops have deteriorated, and sowings spring crops 
retarded for want of rain in part of Bombay, Central Provinces, North-West 
Provinces, and to more serious extent in Baroda State, in part of Rajputana, 
Assam and South Punjab. Test works likely to be opeI1ed at Hissar in the 
Punjab. Prospects of winter rice crops are indifferent in Bengal, especially in 
Behar. Elsewhere generally prospects are favourable. Number of persons in 
receipt of relief :-Hombay, 108,000 ; Bombay Native States, 18,000; Baroda, 
29,000; Mysore, 3,000. ,Total, 158,000. 
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From Viceroy, 16th November, 1901. , 
Famine. Prospects continue gloomy in South Punjab and Rajputana, 

owing to bad autumn harvest and want of rain delaying spring sowings. Test 
works contemplated Punjab, but not yet opened. In Central India, Baroda and 
the part of Bombay Presidency adjoining, and in part of Central Provinces 
:md North-Western Provinces, rain is wanted for spring cultivation. There is 
no present cause for anxiety. Elsewhere generally prospects are favourable. 
There has been good rain recently throughout Madras Presidency, and showers 
have fallen in parts of Bengal. Numbers in receipt. of relief:_-Bombay, 
72,000; Bombay Natives States', 11,000; Baroda, 2.,000; Mysore, 2,000. 
Total, 112,000. 

From Viceroy, 23rd NOj'ember, 1901. 

Famine. Position remains much as before. Prospects bad in South 
Punjab; where, however, test works have not been started yet; and in 
Rajputana. In part of Bombay, Baroda, Central Provinces, and Central India 
spring crops' prospects are poor, owing to deficient rainfall, but autumn crops 
are expected to be not much below the average, except in the case of Gujamt, 
where they are poor. Rain has fallen during the week over Madras Presidency, 
Central Provinces (East), deltaic Bengal, Cachar, and Burma. Numbers in 
receipt of relief :-Bomba~. ;;\000: Bombay Native States, 15,000; Baroda, 
27,000 ; Mysore, 2,000. Total, !ii,OOO. 

From Viceroy, 30th November, 1901. 

Famine. Sowings for spring crops on unirrigated areas in Punjab and 
Rajputana still delayed for want of rain, and probability of relief works in 
these areas increases. Elsewhere sowings now in progress, but deficient 
rainfall makes prospects indifferent, especially in Gujarat and Baroda. On 
the whole prospects are fair in Madras, Bengal, Burma, Assam, and North
Western Provinces. Severe cyclonic storm travelled from 24th to 27th instant 
along eastern half Bengal, and filled up in Eastern Bengal, detailed report not 
received yet, but it is believed that 110 grave damage done. Number of 

. persons in receipt of relief :-, Bombay, 48,000 ; Bombay Native States, 16,000 ; 
Baroda, 26,000 ; Mysore, 2,000. Total, 92,000. 

From Viceroy, 7th December, 19(1l. 

Famine. Good rain has fallen in Madras. Elsewhere prospects unaltered. 
Test works being opened in South Punjab districts, where, however, wandering 
in search of work is reported to be decreasing. There has been a considerable 
fall of prices in Bombay Deccan, where they are from 14 to 17 seers per rupee; 
they are still lower in Gujarat. Numbers in receipt of relief :-Bombay, 
42,000; Bombay Native States, 20,000; Baroda, 27,000; Mysore, 2,000. 
Total, 91,000. 

From Viceroy, 14th December, 1901. 

Famine. There has been good rain again in Madras. Elsewhere there is 
no change in prospects. Test relief works opened in Hissar, and gratuitous 
relief started on a small scale in some states of Rajputana and Central India; 
but prices B1'e not generally high in this area, and are below 12 seers per nlpee 
one State only. The number of people on relief works has increased slowly in 



Kathiawar and Guzarat .. In' DecClln relief has been practically closed except in 
Bijapur. Numbers in receipt of relief:-Bombay, 46,000; Bombay Kative 
States, 19,000 ; Baroda, 29,000'; Mysore, 2,000. Total, 96,000. 

From Viceroy, 21st December, 1901. 

Famine. Prospec~ unaltered, cold weather rains not havinO' commenced. 
Distress is not rapidly developing. Prices moderate in affe~ted districts-' 
highest in. Rajputana. The numbers demanding relief have continued to increas; 
slowly in Gujarat, where, however, dearest price is reported to be 17 seers per 
rup~e. Number of persons in receipt of relief:-Bombay, 53,000; Bombay 
Native States, 21,000; BarodarZO,OOO; Mysore,- 2,000; Hajputana States, 
1,000. Total, 107,000. 

----~--.----------

. From Vicero!t. 30th December, 1901. 

Famine. No rain. There is no change in prospects. Relief operations 
extending slowly Gujarat, chiefly in Panch Mahals, and Ahmedabad districts, 
where, however, prices moderate. Prices higher Punjab and Rajputana\ but 
in Hissar test relief works openl)d are not resorted to in large numbers, and 
relief on trifling scale as yet suffices for Rajputana. Numbers in receipt of 
relief :-Bombay, 61,000; Bombay Native States, 23,000; Baroda, 30,000;. 
Mysore, 1,000; Rajputana, 1,000 ; Punjab, 1,000. Total, 117,000. 

From Viceroy, 6th January, 1902. 

Famine. Light and scattered showers have fallen· in parts of North
Western Provinces and Punjab, but cold weather rains continue to hold off. 
Prospects unaltered generally. Out-turn has proved better than was 
anticipated in Bombay. Course of prices continues reassuring: prices have 
fallen in Bombay and in affected districts, Punjab, and are high only in 
Rajputana. Test relief works opened in Punjab are not drawing, and relief 
there is inconsiderable and mainly gratuitous; also small in Rajputana, but 
has been extended in Gujarat, where numbers increased by 18,000, mainly on 
relief works. Numbers in receipt of relief:-Bombay, 81,000; Bombay Native 
States, 22,000 ; Baroda, 31,000; Mysore, 1,000; Rajputana, 2,000; Punjab, 
3,000. Total 140,000. . 

From Vicerqy, 13th January, 1902. 

Famine. Light scattered showers have fallen in parts of Bihar, Central 
l'rovinces, Rajputana, and Gujarat, sufficient in places to benefit crops. Prices 
are rising in Gujarat, but cheapest grain still procurable at 16 seers per rupee ; 
they are practically stationary .elsewhere. Relief continues unimportant in 
Punjab and Rajputana. Numbers haye increased by 14,000 in Gujarat, mainly 
in l'anch Malll~lu. Numbers in receipt of relief :-Bombay, 95,000 ; Bombay 
Native States, 22,000; Baroda, 33,000; Mysore, 1,000; Rajputana, 2,000;. 
Punjah, 3,000 ; Ajmer Merwara, 1,000. Total, 157,000. 

Prom Viceroy, 20th January, 1902. 

Famine. No rain; but prospects have improyed by last week's s~owers, 
specially in North-Western Provinces. Prices are generally statIOnary. 
Outlook in Punjab and Rajplltanu. le~s serious than anticipated; distress 
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developing very slow!y, and in latter tract likely to .be acute only in case of 
aboriginal tribes. In Gujarat relief extending rapidly, numbers haying 
increased by 12,000, mainly on works in Panch Mahals;·- December, death
rates in Gujnrat are: Ahmedabad, 5'07; Kaira, 5'8~; Panch Mahala, 2'21. 
Numbers in receipt of relief:-Bombay, 107,000; Bombay. Native States, 
24,000; Baroda, 34,000; Mysore, 1,000; Rajputana, 9,000; Punj\lb, .3,090 ; 
Ajmer lIerwam, 3,000. 'rotal, 181,000. 

From Viceroy, 25tll January, 1902. 

Absence of rain and arougiit-a.i-eail'ecti~gsp;ing crops in Bengal and 
North-Western Provinces, as well as in Punjab.. Autumn cropij reporttJd fair, 
Sind and Bombay DeccaIf. Prices show no tendency to rise in Bombay, and 
are much lower than in Rajputana, where, however, they a1:e not higher than 
12 seers per rllpee. Numbers on relief works continue to increase rapidly' 
Gujarat, slowly Hajputana, but remain stationary Plmjab. Relief works started 
in parts of Central India, but numbers attending are not considerable. 
Numbers in receipt of relief:-Bombay, 121,000; Bombay -Native States, 
26,000; Baroda, 35,000 ; Mysore, 1,000 ; Rajputana, 12,000; Punjab, 3,000 ; 
Ajmer Merwara, 4,000 ; Central Iudia, 6,000. Total, 208,000. 

From Viceroy, 3rd February, 1902. 

Famine. No rain .having fallen ~ituatio~ unaltere~ generally. Prices 
l!how no tendency to nse. They contmue h1ghest RaJputana, where' they 
reach 11 seers per rupee; but distress apparently not spreading, and relief still 
on a smull scale. Circumstances similar Punjab. In Gujarat, where grain is 

. 16 seers per rupee, numbers relieved continue to rise rapidly, and 15,000 added 
during week. Numbers in receipt of relief :-Bombay, 136,000; Bombay 
Nati\'e States, 29,000; Baroda, 33,000; Mysore, discontinued ~ Rajputana, 
12,000; Punjab, 3,000; Ajmir Merwara, 4,000; Central India, 6,000. 
Total, 223,000. 

From Vi~el'oy, 8tlt Febl'u(lI'Y, 1902. 

Famine.. No rain bas fallen .. Prospects in affected districts deteriorating 
.owing to damage caused by rats, of which there is a plague in Gujarat, 
Rajputana and Central India. No change in prices. Relief continues expand 
rapidly Glljarnt, and develops Rajputana, Central India .. ' In punjab it is 
inconsiderable still. Number of ·persons in receipt of relie£:~Bombay! 
167,000; Bombay Native States, 33,000; Baroda, 35,000; Rajputana,.17 ,000 ; 
I'unjab, 3,000; Ajmer Merwara, 4,000; Central India, 21,000: Total, 
280,000. 

From Viceroy, 15tll PebruaI'y, 1902. 

Famine. No rain. Prospects unaltered. Distress is not increasing in 
Punjab, where prices continue low. In Native States, Rujputana, Central 
India, relief is heing grndually extended, chieH/, in hilly tracts near Bombay 

. border. Number on relief works and gratmtous relief in Bombay rising 
rapidly; distress mainly localised to Gujarat, but relief operations in 
Ahmednl\gar and Khandesh expanding. Number of persons in receipt 'of 
relief :-Bombay, 183,000; Bombay Native States, 34,000; Barod'l, 34.000; 
R,\jputnna, 21,000; Punjab, 3,000; Ajmer 1IIerwam, .1,000; Central India, 
27,000. Totul, 307,000. 
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From Viceroy, 23rd February, 1902. 

Famine. In Northerll and Centrol India scattered showers have fallen, 
but not sufficient to do any material good. . Practically no change in prices. 
Test relief works closed Hissar, where situation is met by gratnitous relief on a 
small scale. Number on relief works and gratuitous relief risen Native States, 
but ilOt considerably. Returns show no rise in Bombay districts, but they may 
not be complete. Number of persons in receipt of relief :-Bombay, 183,000 ; 
Bombay Native States, 39,000; Baroda, 34,000; Rajputana, 22,000; Punjab, 
3,000; Ajmer Merwara, 6,000; Central India, 25,000. Total, 312,000. 

From Viceroy, 1st March, 1902. 

Famine. Rainfall light and scattered, of no use to affected tracts. No 
material change in prices. Numbers on relief works continue to increase 
gradually in Rajputuna and Central India. Bombay returns show large 
increase probably due in part to under statement last week. Number of 
persons in receipt of relief :-Bombay, 219,000; Bombay Native States, 
39,000; Baroda, 36,000; Rajputana, 24,000; Punjab, 3,000; Ajmer Merwara, 
7,000; Central India, 31,000. Total, 359,000. 

/ 

From Viceroy, 8th March, 1902. 

Famine. No rain, no change in prices generally. Extension of relief 
operations continues Gujarat and neighbouring States, Rajputana, to which 
acute distress is confined still. Numbers relieved are diminishing Central 
India, and there is no material increase Deccan. Number of persons in receipt 
of relief :-Bombay, 228,000; Bombay Native Sta'tes, 38,000 i Baroda, 37,000 ; 
Rajputana, 26,000; Punjab, 3,000; Ajmer Merwara, 9,000; Central India, 
28,000. Total, 369,000. 

From Viceroy, 16th March, 1902. 

Famine. Good rain has fallen in Asssm, Bengal. None elsewhere. 
Prices are generally stationary. Numbers on relief works and gratuitous relief 
increased by 28,000, half of which contributed by Gujarat Districts. Number 
on relief works increasing rapidly in Rajputana, Central India; but relief 
operations not yet required on a large scale. Number of persons in receipt 
of relief :-Bombay, 247,000; Bombay Native States, 41,000; Baroda, 36,000 ; 
Rajputana, 33,000; Punjab, 2,000;, Ajmer Merwara, 9,000; Central India, 
:15,000. 
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REPORTS AND CORRESPONDENCE. 

CENTRAL PROVINCES. 

MONTHLY REPORTS. 

(N.B.-The detailed Famine Statements are -not printed but generalstatisti('s oj
the numbers on relief at the end of each month will be found at pp. 499-541.) 

No. 1. 

Letter from R. H. Craddock, Esq., I.C.S., Chief Secretary to the. Chief 
CommisMoner, Central Provinces, to the Secretary to the Government of 
Tndia, Revenue ~nd Agriculture Department, No. F. 1403, dated 
Pachmarhi, the 23rd May, 1900. " 

I am directed to submit the monthly famine statements for the four 
weeks ending the 28th April, 1900, with a map illustrating the distribu,tion and 
intensity of distress. 

2. As was anticipated in the last report, distress has begun to deepen. 
The partial and temporary relief which ,harvest operations and mahua-picking 
gave has passed away, except in small areas in the northern districts, in which 
the rabi crops returned a .moderate yield. Even in these areas there are 
indications of slig~~ distress, and it is now correct to say that the whole province 
is distressed, a sprinkling of kitchens with cash doles to pauper incapables being 
necessary even in the most favoured tracts. 

3. The following table shows the numbers on the different forlps of relief 
on the 31st March and the 28th Apr~l respectively :- . -,- , 

, 
I poor-

I 
I Depen. 

hou.e. Total 
Division. Relief dante Village Gratui· Grand 

Works. on I Bnd Relief. tons. Total , 
Works. Kitohena. 

I I 

{ 31st March, 1900 I 66,529 I 5,272 22,896 7,137 35,305 91,834 
Jubbulpore 

28th April, 1900 59,958 36,436 13,118 I ' 54,855 5,301 114,813 

{ 31st March, 1900 184,109 28,837 39,326 23,712 91,875 275,984 
Nerbudda ... 

28th April, 1900 186,841 26,648 50,869 22,510 100,027 286,868 

{ 31st March, 1900 256,871 32,282 55,81l! 44,393 132,493 389,364 
Nagpur 

28th April, 1900 316,979 36,144 74,693 45,574 156,411 473,390 

{ 31at March, 1900 574,294 54,944 158,231 27,566 240,741 815,035 
Chhattisga.rh 

28th April, 1900 614,683 55,005 195,930 28,502 279,437 894,120 

... { 31st March, 1900 1,071 ,803 , 121,335 276,271 102,808 500,414 1,572,217 
Total I 

28th April, 1900 1,178,461-1 123,098 357,928 109,704 590,730 1,769,191 
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The various kinds of employment on which those entered in column 2 of 
the above table as workers are .engaged is shown below :-

Publio Works P'oader ana DimiOD. Department Village Worb. Forest Works. Wee_Belief. 
Belief Works. 

Jubbulpore ... ... it' ... 36,298 23,660 ~ -
Nerbudda ... ... ... ... 131,421 41,192 7,909 6,319 

Nagpur ... ... ... ... 246,141 45,202 5,563 20,073 

Chhattisgarh ... ... .. . ... 264,063 349;245 978 391 
. 

Total ... ... ... .. . 677,923 459,299 14,450 26,789 

- I 

4. The total on all forms of relief has risen during the month by very 
nearly 200,000 people, of whom over seven-eighths belong to the south of the 
Province. The greatest increase is returned from Chanda :-72,000 at the end 
'of March, and 141,000 at the end of April. It is reported from that district 
(which has been for the first time severely distressed) that large numbers of 

. people held back until the mahua harvest in the hope that this would prevent 
them coming on relief at all. The partial failure of this source of food has now 
driven them on, and a still further increase is expected. 

In the two northern divisions the increase in the number of workers has 
been small, but gratuitous relief has been considerably expanded. Sick persoIls 
leaving works and disappointed mahua-pickers rendered this necessary, especially 
in the Saugor district, where the number of paupers is exceptionally large and 
there is greater reluctance than elsewhere on the part of adults to accept cooked 
food at kitchens. 

For the most distressed districts the numbers on all forms of relief at the 
end of March and April are shown below :-

TOTAL ON ALLPDBlIS OJ' BELIEI' • . 
District. Population. 

I 'At end of At end ef 
Maroh. April. 

Nimar ... ... ... . .. ... .. . ... 286,000 53,398 57,269 

Betul ••• ... ... ... .. . ... .. . 323,000 93,303 93,997 

Wardha ... ... ... ... ... .. . 400,000 59,253 65,561 

Chanda ... ... ... . .. . .. ... 697,000 71,989 141,273 

Bbandara ... ... '" . .. ... .. . 742,000 ll9,860 ll4,694 

Baiaghat ... '" ... . .. ... ... 383,000 94,989 97,824 

Raipur ... ... ... ... '" '" 1,584,000 547,976 593,489 

BilaBpur ... ... ... . .. ... ... -1,164,000 244,687 265,368 

In order to keep pace with the increasing distress it. has been necessary to 
increase the Public Works Department camps from 164 to 180, to open II large 
number of additional Village Works, to extend kitchen relief, and to expand. the 
village cash dole lists. 

S: To turn now to the various forms of relief, it will be observed that the 
increase in the numbers employed on Public Works 1;>epartment relief-works has 
been very small. Cholera caused an exodus on certain works in Wardha, and 
an attempt to draft workers from a Bhandarll camp to Ns"o-pur gave rise to a 
panic and temporary deeertion; while the opening of more· Village Works as 
the hot weather advances, with a view of getting people back to their villages, 

10661 E 
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has "Iso C&Ilsed some decrease on Public Works Department works, which has 
nearly counterbalanced the. general increase. Of the 200,000 persons added to the 
numbers on relief duriug the month, just half represent the increase on Village 
Works. There is' little difference in the nnmbers shown on fore~t works and 
weaver relief. 

S. As stated in para"OTaph 8 of last month's report, it '!I'M round necessary 
to relax somewhat the severity ·of the tests imposed in districts in which 
mortality showed a tendency to increase, or the con"dition of the people to 
deteri'Orate, and this policy has beeJl carried out in such tracts, with due caution, 
by Commissioners. Some expansion of gratuitous relief was also necessary, 
and there were 2,~l!6 kitchens open at the end of April as compared with 
1,8·66 at the beginning. The kitchen attendanlle has risl!U from 276,000 
to 358,000, a rise of 82,000 as compared with 70,000 reported in March. 
Of the total fed at kitchens over 71,000, or a fifth, are adults. Tqe village 
relief lists show but a small increase at present, but an expansion of these 
will be necessary before long. . The total receiving gratuitous relief of all kiuds 
is just about a third of the total on relief, but the proportion is likely to increase 

. as the rains bpproach. . 
7. The general condition of the people cannot be described as bad, though 

emaciation among very young infants continues to be observed. The tendency 
of people to'save at relief-works at· the el(pense of their condition has been 
observed in some places, and stray cases of persons in reduced condition are 
o!lCSSionally to be met with, but on the whole the people display no visible signs 
offamine in their.features. The difficulties of the situation are ag.!5ravated in 
the western districts by the failure of the water-supply. Although complete 
arrangements have been made to secure pure water at all relief-camps, and a very 
IBrge number of temporary wells have been dug by fumine labour, and by the 
people themselves, there remain in many places in the beds of rivers and streams 
stagnant pools of polluted water. Strenuous efforts are made to prevent relief 
workers at camps from taking water from these vitiated sources; but while it is 
difficult to entorce this even at the camps, it is quite impossihle to do so over 
thP. country generally. This has occasioned a rise in mortality in the western 
districts. Another cause wl:).ich contributes to increased mortality is the strong 

. dislike, in some districts, of relief workers who full sick to attend the camp 
hospitals. Stringent orders have been issued to officers-in-charge of works and 
the hospital assistants to pass along the gangs and treat cases of illness among 
the workers. Cases in which this duty is neglected have come to light at 

'inspections;but even where it is regularly performed ·the unreasoning dread of 
a. hospital· with which the ignorant classes are so. deeply imbued tends to 
concealment of sickness, and the sick man struggles back to his village and not 
intrequentiy dies, when proper ueatment ami. nounshing food might have 
saved him. Added to these cause~, which. operat~ generally to inereaBe 

---m;:;rtaiity, ch~lern has been severe in. C.hhatt:isgarh an~ Nima:t.and small-pox 
has slso carrled. off a number of VlctllllS 10 ·Chhattisgarh, .rumar, Chanda, 
Nagpur nnd Hoshangabad. .. . . . ... 

No less than 11 per cent. of .the deaths recorded in the month have been 
due to the~e epidemic diseases. 

The highest mortality retarns for MarcIi a~ as full.owe :-
I 

1 ·1 
,Distriot. TofA1. Exoluding. 

Epidemios. 

Nimar ... ... ... '" I 7'28 6-45 

Betul ... ... ... ... ! 5-05 . 4'91 

Sambalpur .. . .. ... ... I 4-98 a·.'iS 
I 

C .......... 
, 

4'11 3'S3 .. , ... ... ... ! 
. ,.,. Blaha .. . . .. ... ... , :t:71 3'70 

Ralpur . ,. ... ... ... a·a5 3-02 

HOlIhBngabad ... . ... " I 3'28 2'97 

Nagpur ... ., . ... . .. 3'2~ . 2'88 
. 

Chhindwara ... ... . .. 3'03 3'03 
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On the other hand, the death-rates continue to be very low in the distriots 
of the Jubbulpore Division, in Narsinghpur and in Balaghat; while in Bilaspur 
the death-rate is only 2-74 including, and 2-51 exoluding, deaths from epidemio 
diseases_ 

H. The death-rate in Nimar is still the' only one which is really high 
considering the times through whioh we are :passing. The country has been 
covered with kitchens, ~nd nearly 23 per oent. of the population are on relief. 
Village-to-village inqUIries disclose no signs' of severe privation among the 
regular inhabitants, while it .. idQund .that the deaths have oocurred quite as much 
among the well-to-do as among the poor. Had water iR belie,'ed to be one of 
the chief causes. It is, however, necessary to state that .considerable forest areas 
have been colonised in Nimar since the last census, and that the present 
population includes a number of temporary famine immigrants from the 
neighbouring districts and Native States. The birth-rate of March was just 
under 5 per mille on the supposed population, and the death-rate in the corre
sponding month of 1899, when the district was perfectly prosperous and prices 
low, was 4'65 per mille. The decennial mean of the month is 3'76 per mille, 
so that although the death-rate must from any view be regarded as serious, it i~ 
not &0 excessive as might at firat sight appear. -

10. The provincial rate (exclusive of the Chhattisgarh Z'lmindaris) was 
3'11 per mille, or, deaths from epidemic diseases being deducted, 2'84. In the 
Chhattisgarh Zamindaris the death-rate was 4'58, but it was in these areas that 
cholera was most virulent, and the rate, exclusive of epidemics, drops to. 3'02 per 
mille. During April there have been further outbreaks of cholera in Wardha 
and Raipur, and the disease has appeared in many districts. The mortality of 

. April will be reported next month as complete returns have not yet been 
received. 

11. There is little to remark regarding prices and imports. The latter 
continue brisk, thcmgh it is said that their volume is somewhat less than a 
month or two back. Prices are much as before, but there has been some rise in 
Betul, Nimar and Chhindwara; elsewhere there are very sl!lll.ll fluctuations. 

/ 12. Orders were issued early in the month laying down the procedure to 
be followed in the distribution of the takavi advances for which the Govern-' 
ment of India have recently made such a liberal allotment to the Central 
Provinces. It has also been arranged that the. distribution of grants for the 
Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund shall be carried (\n pari passu .with the 
ta.kavi advances. 

• 
13. A conference of all the Commis$ioners was held at Pachmarhi'on the 

20th and 21st of April to consider the measures nellessa.ry for relief arrange
ments in the rains. The resul t of these deliberations has been embodied in 
Famine Circular No_ 49 of the 7th May, copy of which must have reached the 
Government of India in the ordinary eourse, 

The ge1l61'al principles .adQptedare :-

'10566 

(i.) That large Public Works Department relief-works cannot be 
profitably maintained as the backbone' of relief during the rains, 
but that a limited number will be kept open, suitable shelter being 
provided, to give emplovment to. those who refuse to return to 
their villages." . 

(ii) That it will be the business of Government not to supplyemploy
ment and wages to the labouring populamon in the rains, but to 
supplement such deficiency as may occur in wages_ 

(iii) That this ~ best be done by supporting the dependants of all 
labourers, principally by means of kitchens, but partly by village 
doles. 

That a limited number orable-bodied labourers will be given doles 
for a. month whpre agricultural. employment is slack. This will 
be given ouly in return for work to be exacted by the village 
headmen, and only in the most distressed..diitricts. 

BI 
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. 14. In conclusion, I am to attach, for communication to the Foreign 
Department, a report by Mr. Sly, Political Agent of the Chhattisgarh Feudatories, 
relating to the famine arrangements carried on' in those States. Distress is 
increasing in these States, as in the British districts, and tbe scourge of cholera 
has been very severe, but the an:angements to cope with the growing distress, 
which are clearly described by Mr. Sly, appear to the Officiating Chief Commis. 
sioner to be adequate. 

No.2. 

Letter from R. H. Craddock, Esq., 1. C.S., Chief Secretary to th'e Chief 
Commissioner, Central Provinces, to the Secretary to the Government of 
India, Revenue an4 Agriculture Department, No. F. 1602, dated Pachmarhi, 
the 16th June, 1900. 

I am directed to submit the usual famine statements and map for the 
period ending the 26th May, 1900. 

2. The month just closed represents the period at the close of the hot 
weather when the conditions are most trying and employment most scanty. 
The water-supply has been low, the heat excessive, and cholera epidemic. 
Preparation of land for the approaching kharif sowings has been in progress 
where showers had softened the surface, but this does not create an appreciable . 
demand for labour. A certain number of cultivators have returned to their 
villages towards the close of the month, but numbers on works have generally' 
riloen or remained constant,while there has been a further expansion of 
gratuitous relief. Distress has already spread over the Province ; it has. 
increased in intensity during the month.' 

3. The following table shows the numbers on different forms of relief on 
the 28th April and 26th May respectively :- . 

Depen- I Poor- Tolal 
Division. Relief dante houses Village . 

Gratui- Grand 
Works. on and Relief. tous. Total. 

Works, Kitchens. 

• I 

{ 28th April, 1900 59,958 5,301 36,436 13N8 54,855 114,813 
Jubbulpore ... 

.73,125 5,047 61,750 18,061 84,858 157,983 26th May • 

... { 28th A pril .. 186,8!! 26,648 50,869 22,510 100,027 286,868 
Nerbudda 

26th May " 
187,791 26,923 85,874 18,786 131,583 319,374 

... { 28th April " 
316,979 36,144 74,693 45,574 156,411 473,390 

Nagpur 
194,699 . 26th May 

" 
333,066 38,093 112,719 43,887 527,765 

{ 28th April " 
614,683 55,005 195,930 28,5Q2 279,437 l!91,120 

ChhattiBgarh 
626,720 60,994 232,875 30.932 3U,lIOI 951,521 26th May " 

",73() 1,.,69.,91 -
... { 28th April " 

1,178,461 123,098 357,928 109,704 
Total 

73;,941 1,956,643 26th May " 
1,220,702 131,057 493,218 111,666 

I 
The total on all forms of'relief has thus increased during'the month by lIO 

less thon 187,000, a very large increase, but not greater than was expected to 
()ccur during the hot-weather period in the forecast submitted in January last. 



CENTRAL PIlOVINCEB. 31 

. 4. The various kinds of employment, on which those entered in column 2 
-of the table given above as workers are engaged is shown below :-. 

Public Works Fodder 
Division. Department Village Works. and Forest Weaver Relief. 

Works. Works. 

I 
36,597 36,528 

I I Jubbulpore ... ... •.. . .. 
I 

- -
Nerbudda ... . .. '" ... 126.676 42,624 r 1l,834. 6,657 

I r NagpuF ... ... ... ... 246,174 57,608 r 8,889 20,395 

()hhattisgarh ... • 262,293 363,852 
i 

465 110 ... ... '" ! I ----
, 

. Total ... 671,740 500,612 i 21,188 27,162 
, 

I ! 

Oompare for April . 677,923 459,299 
I 

14,450 
I 

26,789 ... 
i 

The number of Public Works Department camps has been Increased from. 
180 to 191, but t.he total attendance on these major works shows some decrease. 
The ayerage numbers in anyone camp is now not under 4,000 people, and with 
·cholera rampant or at any time likely to break out, it is necessary to keep the 
numbers within manageable limits. Some of the reduction is due to the drafting 
-of weakly workers to village relief in accordance with the programme prescribed 
for the rains, and there has also been a tend\lncy in some pl:tces for cultivators 
to return to their villages. The numbers employed on Village Works have risen 
still further. The increase has been common to all Divisions, but is less in the 
Nerbudda Division than elsewhere. Thuse employed on Village Works should, 
readily retnrn to their ordinary work as soon as the rains are established, when it 
will be impossible to keep those works open; and every effort has been made to 
-complete the tanks -and leave as little unfinished work as possible. There has 

,been some increase in the number of those employed on forest works, but 
weaver relief has been practically stationary. 

5. It is, howeyer, in the domain of gratuitous relief that the largest 
expansion has takEn place. At the end of March there were 500,000 people 
-on gratuitous belief, at the end of April 590,000, and by the end of May the 
numbers had risen to 736,000. Thus the numbers on gratnitous relief now con
siderably exceed the maximum numbers on all forms of relief at any time in the 
last famine. This large distribution of gratuitous relief is explained by the 
intensity of distr!\ss in the rice districts, and in Nimar and Betul. and has been 
largely necessitated by the failure of the mahua crop, on which the labouring 
classes depend so great;ly for their sustenance in May. The principal form 
which gratuitous relief has taken has been the issue of cooked food at kitchens. 
The extent to which kitchens have been increased is shown by the following 
figures :-

• I Numberot Kitohens. 
Number of Persons I - Fed. 

i 
! 

At the end of March ... 1,866 276,271 i 
I 

" 
April ... ... 2,226 357,928 I 

" 
May ... ... 2,576 493,218 

I 
This form of relief may be expected to expand yet more in the rains. 

6: Side by side with kitchens a list of persons on village relief to whom 
.cash doles are given has to be maintained. ::;ome persons, however distressed 
cannot bnng themselves to accept cooked food, others have no kitchen near then: 
homes, and there are infirm people unable to walk even· a short distance to be 
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pronded for. The village relief lists of cash·dole recipients at the end of 
November last bore the names of over 200,000 Jiecipients ; by the end of March 
thp numbers had fallen to half that figure. As the rains approached it WllB 

necessary to expand that list somewhat, and the numbers of the past three 
months compare as follows :-

lIIonth. Numbe1'8 on 
Village Relief. 

March ... .. . ... ... . .. 102,808 

April ... ..... ... . .. . .. .109,704 

May ... ... ... ... . .. 111,666 

The latest returns show that of those fed in kitchens 75 per cent. are 
children, while of those on the village relief lists 85 per cent. are adults. This 
is as it should be. ' 

7. The difficulty ,of provisioning kitchens in the remoter tracts during the 
rains is a serious one, and it has been found necessary in several instances to 
give advances to dealers who accept rontracts to keep them supplied with rice. 
In some few instances where no dealers are forthcoming the necessary grain hall 
had to be purchased and stored beforehand as the only means to prevent the 
possibility of a break-down in the rains. 

8. As the last week in May is' generally regarded as the penultimate and 
most acute stage of a famine, the present is a convenient time at which to state 
the numbers and percentage of population on relief in each district. 

These are as follows :-

Population in NUmbers on Percentage of 
District.. Relief at end Df Population on Tho ..... de. lIIay. Relief. 

Saugor ... . . . -. ... '" 592 41,230 6'96 

Damoh ... ... .. . ... ... 325 15,771 4'85 

.Tubbulpore ... ... . .. ... ... 748 48,574 6'52 

Maudla ... ... ... ... . .. 339 17,974 5:30 

Seoni ... ... ... . .. ... ... 3il 34,434 9'28 

Narsiughpur ... ... .. . . .. ... 367 3,109 '84 

Hoshangabad ... ... ... . .. . .. 499 79,690. 15'96 

Nimar .. ... ... .. . . .. ... 286 65,134 22'77 

Betul ... ... ... . .. .. . .. 323 106,058 32'83 

Chhindwara ... ... f ••• .. . . .. 407 65,383 16'06 

Wardha . -.. ... . .. ... . .. 400 79,589 19'89 

Nagpur ... . .. '" ... . .. 758 59,746 7'88 

handa ... ... . .. . .. . .. 697 183,751 26'36 

Bhaudara ... ... . .. . .. ... 742 104,491 14-08 

Balaghat ... ... . .. ... . .. 383 100,188 26-15 

Raipur ... ... ... ... . .. 1,584 654,390 41'31 

Wlaspu. ... . .. ... . .. ... 1,164 257,423 22-11 

SambaiplU ... ... ... ... ... 796 39.708 4'98 
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9. Prices have'shuwn a tendency to rise during the month, and the rates 
for the principal staples are almost everywhere from half a seer to a seer dearer 
tban in April. It hn.s been found necessary to lower the wage basis in propor· 
tion,as it is most important that the people should enter upon the unhealthy 
period of the rains in as good condition as possible. The rate adopted as the 
basis of wages averages about 10§ seers over the whole of the Province; it is 
somewhat higher in the northern districts, and a little lower in ,some parts oft' 
the railway. ' 

10. The general condition of the people is still good. The CommIssioner 
of the Chha.ttisgarh Division reports a distinct improvement in the appearance 
of relief-workers in Raip~, where there had been some deterioration during 
March. In spite, however,of these satisfactory outward appearaDces, and in 
spite of the continuous expansion of relief measures mortality has risen. This 
is mainly due to cholera; but excessive heat, bad water in the villages i,n the 
districts where the drought was most severe, a long course of unaccustomed food 
in districts where rice is not the common diet, a.nd the general hardship inseparable 
from a year of famine, cannot but have an eft'ect on the vital statistics. A good 
ma~y ~~ths are also reporte~ ~ have occurred owing to the msh consumption 
by mdiVIduals of large quantities of mangoes and melons. -

11. Cholera accounted for 8,194 deaths in April out 'Of a total of 42,55.5 
deaths in the whole Province during that month. It was very severe in Wardha 
and Chbattisgarh, and, carried oft' a good many victims in J ubbulpore, Nim .. r, 
.and Bhandara. Small-pox accounted for over 1,000 deaths over the Province 
generally. The highest death-rates for April were as follows :- . . 

Distriot. 

I 
All 0a1l8el, I Exclusive of 

I 
Epidemics. 

I Wardha .. , ... ... ... 7-80 5-12 I , 
Nimar ... ... ... .. . ·1'BU ,~6 

Raipur (Khalsa) ... ... . .. 6'48 3'88· 

Bilaspur (Khalsa) ... ... ... 5'40 3'95 
" 

Sambalpur (Zamindaris) ... ... 7-67 4'50 

Betul ... ... ... ... 4'87 4-68 

Sambalpur ... ... ... . ... 4'39 3'02 

Chanda ... .... .. . ... 4-13 :"65 

There is no other district 'in which the death-rate is markedly high, and 
mortality in the Jubbulpore Division, Narsinghpur and Balaghat is decidedly 
low. For the whole Province, exclusive of the Chhattisgarh Zamindaris, the 
d~h-m.te fur April is 4'04 inclusive of epidemics &JJ.d 3'25 exclusive of them. 
In the Chl:u~ttisgarh, Zamindaris the death-rate is 4'7~, or, excluding epidemic 
diaeases, ,2'94. It may thus he said that,_ILpa.rt from cholera and small.pox, 
mortality is s~.riously high only in Nimar, Wa.rdha, BetuJ,6Ild the Srunhalpur 
Zamindaris. In .the last-mentioned areas distress is not serious, and the high 
QIOr-Wlit:Y is the accompo.niment of cholera. In'Wardha, Nimar, and .Betulthe 

• scanty water-supply is at the bottom of the trou.ble. The Nimar ,mortality 
baffles explanation, but, as was mentioned last month, it is believed that the 
population is larger than the returns show. ' 

'1.2' .. The d~th-rates for May have not yet been completely received, but 
the condItions of that month have been very hud both for those on relief works 
.an~ for the officers o.nd subordinate officials engaged in the administra.tion of 
rehe£ . Cholera has spread to nearly -ever,y district, and. has been specially 
.severelD. Cha.nda! ~nd .s~e offioers-in.cha;ge and \Subordinate officials have 
been among the VICtimS. The charge officers have been largely engaged in the 
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arduous task of distributing takavi and charitable loans, a work which, in some
places, has been much hindered by cholera dispersing the crowds collected. AU 
are now looking anxiously for the rains. A storm from the Bav of Ben!!'al 
has given heavy rain to the Chhattisgarh districts, but the Arabian· Sea cu~nt 
is greatly delayed, and the -greater. part of the Province has only received 
local showers. At present the delay is not serious, provided that the rainfall 
hereafter is ample; but the water-supply difficulty in the western districts is. 
becoming intensified, and cholera is not likely to subside until the monsoon is 
,really· established. 

13. During the month the Officiating Chief Commissioner made a tour 
through the plateau districts of Chhindwara and SeOl~i, which he hIId not before 
visited. Relief arrangements were quite adequate, and the condition of the
people very good. Mr. Fraser also paid a short visit to the Tapti valley, in 
Nimar, where work is in progress on-the Khandwa-Akola Railway, and jungle 
is being cleared as a relief work with a view to the more speedy colonization of 
the once fertile and populous Manjrod tract. A thousand foreigners off the 
Hoshangabad works had been successfully drafted to Manjrod for this purpose, 
and it is hoped that some familie~ will settle on the newly cleared land. 

14. The Report of the Political Agent of the Chhattisgarh Feudatories" 
which, is attached for the information of the Foreign Department, shows that 
matters are going on in a satisfactory way in those States. In the sonth-Ela5tern 
States, where the distress is less severe, sowings of early rice had actually 
commenced. The crops in most of them did not fail so completely as in the 

. khalsa, and the earlier rain which they have npw received should much relieve. 
the pressure and enable agricultural operations to be resumed.' Relief 
arrangements appear to be well abreast of the distress. But there has been an 
increase, not a general decrease, as stated by the Political Agent. The 
numbers are :-

I I r , , 
,Month. ~Works. Gratuitous. Total. I 

I 
, 

. I I 
April :!4,O;37 I 20,259 I 64,296 ... ... .. . , I 
May ;43,276 26,274 

, 

69,550 ... ... .. . , 

, , 
, 
! 

I 

The Political Agent reports that the States intend tQ. rely chiefly on 
kitchens during the rains. The Commisilioner of Chhattisgarh -considers this 
decision to be a prudent one, and the Officiating Chief Commissioner believes. 
that this will prove suffic~ent~ 

No.3. 
~tte,. from R. H. Craddock, Esq., I.C.S., Chief Secretary to the Chief 

Commissioner,Central Provinces, to the Secretary to the Government oj 
India, Revenue and .AgriCt&lture iJepartment, Simla, No. F. 1876, datetl 
Nagpur, the 17th July, 1900. 

I am directed to submit'the monthly fumine statements and map for the
five weeks ending cn the 30th June last. 

2. Up to the end of the period und~r consideration, and in?eed for so~e
days after, the state of the weather was causing the gravest anxiety. Only ill 
Raipur and Sambalpur had the rainfall been really satisfact:ory. The. heat was. 
excessive, sowings were retarded, and the early sown seedhngs were ill danger
of withering. The deficiency of the rainfall was most marked in the west and 
north of the Province, aud in several districts only very light and B~ttered. 
showers were received. The crop. and weathel' , return for the week ending the 
3rd July showed a rainfall varying from 60 to 80 per cent. below the normal. 
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The anxiety of this period has since been removed by the copious and general 
rain of the last ten days, and sowings are now resumed with vigour all over the 
Province; but, while it lasted, it exercised a most serious effect on the people, 
and added to the difficulties of relief administration. The deficiency of the 
water and fodder supply were enhanced and protracted; cholera continued its 
ravages; agricultural employment was greatly diminished; and the arrange
ments for moving the people from the large works to their homes were delayed 
and impeded. At the same time petty crime largely increased; and prices 
began to rise. The unsettling. effects of all these adverse circumstan<!lls are 
clearly illustrated in the famine-relief returns of the month. • 

3. The following table shows the numbers on different forms of relief on 
the 26th May and 30th June respectively:- , 

0 

Depend· Poor-
Division. Relief ants hOU888 Village Total Grond 

Works. on and Relief, GratuitouB. Total 
Works, Kitchens. 

. 
{26th May, 1900 

• ~ 

73,125 5,047 61,750 18,061 84,858 157,9~3 
·Jubbulpore.. . 

30th June, " 57,123 4,257 149,614 24,971 1711,842 235,966 

. { 26th May, " 187,791 26,923 85,874 18,786 131,583 S19,3n. 
Nerbudda ..• 

19;930 30th June. " 
126,607 15,361 175,571 210,862 337146~' 

... {26th May, " 333,0'66 38,093 1l2,719 43,887 194,699 S27,761) 
Nagpur 

30th June, H 254,908 28,072 240,060 59,719 327,851 582,759-

{ 26th May, " 626,720 60,994 232,875 30,932 324,801 951,521 
Chhattiagarh. 

299,415 30th June, " ~4,683 395,981 42,357: 473,021 772,436 

- -
{26th May, " 1,220,702 131,057 493,218 ].11,666 735,941 1,956,643 

Total ... • 
30th June, 

" 7:18,053 82,373 961,226 146,977 1,190,576 1,928,629 

• 

The various kinds of employment, on which those entered in column 2 of 
the table given ai¥>ve as workers were engaged, is shown below:- , 

PublioWorks 
, 

Division. De~ment Village FOl'fI8t I Weaver 'B. List. 
orks. Works. forks. 

I 
Belief, 

.. 
... { 26th May, 1900 ... 36,597 36,528 • ... ... ... 

Jubbulpore 
30th June, .• , ... 34,215 21,550 • 1,35tt.: ... ... 

{26th May, It n. 126,676 42,624 11,834 6,657 . .. 
Nerbudda 

... 30th June, tt ••• 75,229 34,163 8,523 7,125 1,567 

{26th May, " ... . 246,174 57,608 11,1189 20,395 .. . 
Nagpur .. 

30th June " ... 191,041 36,249 6,676 20,721 221 

{26th May, " ... 262,293 363,852 465 110 ... 
ChhattiBgarh ... 

• 30th June, I' ... 194,200 1().l,923 219 73 .. . . , 

... { 26th ~"Y, ,t ... 671,740 500,612 21,188 27,162 . .. 
Total 

30th June, " ... 491,685 196,885 15,418 27,919 3,146 

101161 • 
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4. The net result of the character of the 'weatherand the change in the 
system of relief which began to come into force has been a re:1uction in the total 
numbers ou relief by 28,000 ouly. There hud previously been a fall of 1.50,000, 
bnt these numbers were made up again on the Province as a whole, though the 
distribution both as to· districts and aH to forms of relief has very materially 
altered. It is noteworthy that ea~h of the three Di\·isions of ,Iubbulpore, 
Nerbudda, and Nagpul" show a substantial risc ill the numbers relieved, while in 
Chhattisgarh, where alone the rainfall has been satisfactory, there has been a 
large fall of 180,flOO, or nearly 20 per cent. 

5. While, however, the altered ,1istribution of numbers on relief between 
the various districts has been important, the shifting of the relieved from works 
to gratuitous relief has heen most remarkable. There has been a decrease of 
4S2,G49 persons on works, and an addition of 454.63.) to the gratuitous 
list; but if Chhattisgarh be exclnded, the decrease of workers has been only 
155,000, while the increase of those on gratuitou, relief has been :\17,555. 
It is thus clear that in the three Divisions in qnestion there has been a 
large though temporary increase in distreos. This phase would certainly 
cause great alarm were it not for the f'let that it i, sufficiently explained 
by the nnf,wourable character of the season, which !Jas siuce so materially 
changed for the better. 

6. The second table in paragraph ,) is also of much interest. The 
progress anticipated in transferring the people from large Public Works 
Department camps to their hornes has not b<;en fully realized. The delay in 
the rains has been the principal cause of this; but the nnmber of the,e camps 
has in spite of this delay been reduced from 191 to J 65, and the numbers have 
fallen from 671, i 40 to 494,685, or by 28 per cent. This has resulted partly 
from the exodus of cultivators who have left to till their fields, and partly from 
the despatch to their homes of all weakly gangs and their dependants in 
accordance with the policy adopted at the l'achmarhi Conference. The district 
reports show that the movement, now that the rains appear to be established, is 
likely to continue. The reduction in the numbers on Village Works is still 
greater-bOO,OOO at the end of May to 197,000 at the end of ,Tune, a fall of 
60 per cent. rhe great majority of these works were closed either on 
completion or because rain rendered their continuance impossible; but in the 
north and west especially it was found necessary to keep them "pen for :1 
longer period than had been intended; and in many cases it was also 
c1esirable to keep open such t:1nk works as could be completed. A certain 
number may be expected to remain open for some weeks to cume in those 
few localities, mainly in Chhattisgarh, where work can be carried on without 
much inconvenience in the rains. The Hum bel'S employed on forest works 
consisting of tanks and roads are now small, and have fallell considerably since 
the end of ~iay. 

Weaver relief, which outside the Nagpur District and the town of 
Bnrhanpur is insignificant, shows no marked change. 

For the first time an entry appears against the R. list,-i.e., those on cash 
relief in their villages in return for work,-but the number is at present 
insignificant. It is anticipated that cash doles will be needed for a large 
number of labourers during July, after which weeding, followed by early 
harvestin!!" should permit of t"his form ofreliefbeing almost entirely dispensed 
with. Of those shown nnder this heading the majority are returned from 
Mandla, where no large relief works can advantageously be opened during the 
raills; Nimar, Hoshangabad and Balaghat contribute the balance. The persons 
thus reli~ved were all residents of poor and remote tracts. 

7. In accordance with the policy decided at the Pa~hmarhi Conference, 
and enunciated in Famine Circnlar No. F-49, kitchens will be the mainstay in 
the rains, and the present returns show how much that form of relief is 
appreciated. 
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The spread of kitchen relief c'an be8t be shown by the following 
OmpllTISOn :-

Month. Number of Attenda.nce. Kitchens. 

I···· --.. _-_._. 

. March ... ... ... .. . 1,866 276,271 

I April ... ... ... ... 2,226 357,928 

I May ... .,. ... . .. 2.576 493,218 

June ... ... ... ... 3,334 960,398 

The rush on kitchens has been so great as to cause temporary disorganiza. 
tion in some places, and fears were entertained that the arrangements fur 
supplying them with the grain wonld break down. In most districts it has 
been nece~sary to give advances to grain contractors, and in two remote tracts 
of :Raipur anel part of Betul, supplies have been forwarded by famine labour 
taken from thc works. So far liS can be judged from the latest reports the 
difficulties have been met and overcome; and the manner in which this has 
been done reflects much credit on local officers. One·third of the numbers now 
receiving food at kitchens is made up of adults, amougst whom women largely 
predominate. The districts in which the adult population at kitchens is largest 
are Raipur (91,000), Chanda (36,000), Nimar (23,000). 

The large increase of adults on kitchen iu parts of Saugor, Betul, Nimar 
and Raipur has raised donbts as to the a,iYisability of maintaining the rule of 

, free !ldmissions. The Officiating Chief Commis',ioner fully discussed this 
.' question recently on the spot in the Chhattisg!lrh districts. He is convinced of 

the necessity of the measure. When large numbers are returning to their 
villages from works, the kitchens afford a most economical and snccessfnl form 
of relief. Work is not at onee available to all, and a safegnnrd of this kind is 
essential. Were admission limited to emaciftted adults, then for a few now 
gratuitously fed who arc not in need there would be hundreds excluded who 
would b3 in want of food. Later on when the people arc once more settling 
down to their home life and ordinnry avocations, ani! field employment 
increases, some weeding out of the kitchen-fed will be feasible. But, at .present, 
it is of prime importance that the hei,lth and strength of the people should be 
maintained so that they may resist the unhealthy reriod to come. Mr. Fraser 
believes that the rush of able-bodied to kitchens, which after !til is not so great 
as might at first sight appear, is largely due to the lateness of the rains. He 
does not believe that a daily meal of rice and ,hI consumed in this public 
fashion can be so attractive as to indnce any large number of people who could 
easily earn subsistence in other w!tys to overcome their elislike to taking tlleir 
place among a long line of paupers. He may be wrong in this view, but until 
sufficient time has elapsed to prove thi8, he is unwilling to modify existing 
orders. 

K The in~rease of those on the gratuitous village list of cash doles has 
not been very great, from 111,666 to UG,977. On this list will be borne only 
the permanent incapables, the old and weakly who cannot walk to a kitcllen in 
the rainy season, and poor village w"tchmen whose duties prevent them earning 
daily wages and whose ordinary dues h>tve failed them. The number of these 
at presont on this form of gl'atnitous relief only amounts to 1'5 per cent. on the 
total popUlation of the Province. 

. 9. Prices have risen very considerably during the month, the rise being 
most marked in the districts with no rail way communication. The lowest price 
at which any of the main staples is no'" quoted is lO~ seers in Bilaspur. In 
Betul the cheapest rate is 8 seers, in Chhindwara 71. The chief cause of the 
genel"dl rise has been the anxiety lest the r,,;n8 shoukl fail, and the recent rain 
s~ld produce a general ran; but in the more remote tracts cholera and 
difficultie~ of transport have been contributing caUSeS. The first of these 

IM6S FI 
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8hquld DOW rapidly disappear, but the· second will continue throughout the 
rains. The rise in prices has been accompanied, as already stated, by an 
increase of petty crime, and the jail popUlation is increasing, but the condition 
of new admissions is not bad; and with the enormous spread of relief 
arrangements it is quite certain that nobody need be driven to steal by sheer 
hunger. 

10. So far as outward and physical evidence goes, the condition of the 
people continues to be satisfactory, but cholera has continued to play havoc in 
many districts. The disease has almost everywhere been successfully stamped 
out on the works themselves, but with the bad water.supply it was impossible 
to eradicate it from the villages. It is reported that village enquiries have often 
shown that epidemic disease has been reported as fever in order to avoid the 
troublesome measures which the report of a cholera outbreak occasions. 

The death·rates for April and May (the June returns are not yet fully to 
hand) contrast as follows :-

• 
May. 

-- A.pril. 

All Causes. I Exoluding 
Epidomioa • 

. 

JUBBULPORB DIVISION:-

Saugor ... ... ... ... ., . ... 2'29 2'89 2'83 

Damoh ... ... . .. ... ... ... 2'02 2'54 2'52 
• 

Jubbnlpore ... ... ... ... .. . 2'46 3'01 2'34 

Mandla ... ... ... ... . .. . .. 1'38 1'25 1-25 

;Seoni ... ... ... ... ... ... 1:36 1'59 1-58 

NBRBUDDA DIVISION:-' 

Narsinghpur ... ... ... ... .. . 2'25 2-14 2'13 

Hoshangabad ... ... ... . .. ... 3'49 3'81 3'31 

Nimar ... ... ... . .. .. . ... 1'3(1 8'20 6'78 

Betul ... ... ... ... . .. :.: 4'87 6'04 5'06 

Chhindwara .. ... ... . .. . .. 2'90 5'22 3'59 

• 
N AGPUR DIVISION:-

Wardha ... ... ... ... . .. . .. 7-80 8'35 ·5'53 

Nagpur ... ... . .. . .. ... ... 3'58 4-45 3'69 

-Chanda ... ... .. . ... .,. . .. 4-13 8'85 5'05 

Bhandara ... .. . ... . .. ... 3'45 3'97 3'44 

Balaghat •.. ... ... . .. ... . .. 2'26 2'41 2'33 

CHHATTISGARH DIVISION :-

Raipur ... ... .. . ... . .. . .. 6-48 5'56 3'34 

Bilaspnr ... ... .. . ... . .. . .. '5'40 6'51 3'57 

Sambalpnr ... . .. ... . .. ... 4'39 6'05 3'26 

The ProvinciM ra~ has risen from 4'04 to 4'80 per mille. 
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11. The total number of deaths which occurred during the month of May 
was 50,048, of which 14,91l9 were due to cholera, and 973 to small-pox. 
Cholera was most virulent in Chhattisgnrh, Chanda,. Wardha, Nimar, 
Jubbulpore and Chhindwara. If epidemics be excluded the districts- in which 

the mortality of May ex<:eeded 4 per mille are 
• Non-epidemic Mortality. Nimar Betul Wardha and Chanda, the districts , , 

Districts. 

Nimar 
Beta] 
Wardha 
Chand .. 
Raillur 
Bilaspnr 

I April. I May. 

5'12 
3'65 
3'88 
3'95 

6'78 
5'06 
5'53 
fi'05 
3·a4 
a'57 

in which the water-supply has been most deficient. 
The bad quality and deficiency of the water
supply were of course intensified in May, and 
there was a consequent. rise in non-epidemic 
mortality, except in Nimar, where the rate has 
been practically stationary. In Raipur and 
Bil\lspur,. on the other hand, there was a sati_
factory declme in non-epidemic mortality. For 
the whole Province (exclusive of the Chhattisgarh 
Zamindaris) non-epidemic mortality shows a rate. 
of 8'42 in Mayas compared with 3'25 in April, 

while in the Chhattisgarh Zamindaris the rates are 2-21 and 2'94 respectiveh·. 
To judge from the returns of a few districts for June, it is feared that the 
unfitvourable climatic condition~ of that month have again raised the death-rate 
in some parts of the Province, but discussion of these must be deferred till the 
complete returns are available. 

12. At the closE.' of the month under review, the Officiating Chief Com
missioner started on a visit to the three districts of Chh. ttisgarh, where he 
discussed the situation on the spot with the local officers. The decisions there 
arrived at are embodied in a letter to the Commissioner of the Chhattisgarh 
Division (No. 1805-F., dated the 11th July), of which I am to forward a 
copy for the information of the Government of India. The effect of the. 
improved prospects, both on the famine situation and on the system of relief 
adopted for the rainy period, will be carefully 'Vatched. :Mr. Fraser is just 
about to start on a toUl' of the districts of the Nagpur Division. 

13. I am, as usual, to forward for the information of the Foreign Depart
ment a copy of the report of the Political Agent of the Chhattisgarh 
Feudatories for tbe month of June, on the famine administration of that 
State. The two points which seem to call for most notice, the overcrowding 
of the Raigarh poor-house, and the necessity for increasing kitchens in 
Khairagarh, are both receiving Mr. Sly's attention. In all other respects, the 
administration of relief appears to be satisfactory. In the course of his tour, 
Mr: Fraser had opportunititls for. discussing with the Superintendent of the 
Nandgaon State and the Diwan of Khairagarh, as well as with Mr. Sly, the 
measures adopted in these States. 

Letter from R. H. Craddoclc, ES1" I.C.S., Famine Secretary to the CMef Com
missioner, Central Provinces, to the Secretary to the Government of 
India, Revenue and Agril'ulture Department, Simla, No. F-2048, dated 
Nagpur, the 17th August, 1900. 

1 AM directed to submit the usual statements and map showing the progress 
of lamine-relief administration during the four weeks ending the 28th July. 

2. The rainfall of the month of July was most satisfactory, although the 
holding off of rain in Sambalpur during the latter part of the month caused 
some temporary anxiety which has since been dispelled. In the report for 
June a description was given of the disquieting effects which the delay in 
the monsoon had had upon the minds of the people, and how it had driven many 
to seek relief who might otherwise have managed to do without it. The results 
of this delay have continued to be felt throughout July. Persons returning 
home from their villages from the large Public Works Department camps, those 
whom the contraction of Village \Vorks left without employment, and many 
who had hitherto abstained from seeking Government relief, were' all driven 
to resort to ~e kitchens. Weeding operations, which even in ordinary years are 
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not·extensi~e until well on in .Tuly, were further postponed by.a fortnight owing 
to the'lateness of the sowings. Many who had been, iii the Drst instance, very 
reluctant to subinit to the tests of public meals in a kitchen, once having taken 
the step,: became equally reluctant to leave the certainty of a 'full meal 
daily for the.chattce of intermittent employment. ' 

.3. Such has been the condition of things in July. Since the close of the 
month there has been, further heavy rain; confidence has been restored ; and 
weeding operations should offer extensive employment. At the same time, the 
employment will even ,now be considerably less than usual, especially in the rice 
districts; and in the most distressed tracts the situation will not be very. 
materially relieved until the earlie"t crops are ready to be reaped. 

4. The changes during the month in the total numbers on relief, and in, 
receipt, of the various kinds of relief offered, are shown in the two statements 
which follow :-' 

Relief Depend. Poor-houses Village Total Granc\ Division. ante on and Worke. Worke. Kitobeus. Relief. Gratuitous. Total. 
; 

, , , 

{ 30th June,i900 57,123 4,257 149,614 24,971 178,842 2;15,965' 
Jubbulpore " Il 

28th July " 35,265 1,665 184,834 36,153 222,652 .257,917 

{30th June .. 126,607 15,361 175,571 19,930 210,862 337,469 
Nerbudda ... 

28th July .. 116,934 8,551 295,~90 19,855 323,796 410,730 

... {30th June " 
254,908 28,072 240,060 59,719 327,851 5~2,759 

Nagpur 
28th July .. 189,128 17,82-1 387,879 77,958 483,661 672,789 

, 
{30th June " 

299,415 34,683 395,981 42,357 4.73,021 772,436 
Chhattiagarh 

149,246 22,460 730,838 46,883 800,181 949,427 28th July " I 

82,373 I 
I 

... { 30th June .. 738,053 961,226 146,977 1,190,576 1,928,629 
Total 

28th July .. 460,573 I 50,500 1,598,941 180,849 1,830,290 2,290,863 
, 

, 
The various kind of employment on which those entered in column 20f 

the table given above as workers were engaged are shown below :-, ' 

Public 

Division. Works Village Forest Weaver B.List. 
Department Wcrlts. Works. Relief. 

. Worp • I 
... { 30th June, 1900 34,215 21,350 ... . .. 1,358 

Juhbulpore 
28th July " 20,056 3,648 ... ... 11,561 

{ 30th June " 
75,229 34,16:1 8,523 7,125 1,567 

Nerbudda ... 
246 7,244 8,277 28th July " 

51,558 19,609 

/30thJune 191,041 36,249 6,676 20,721 221 .. 
Nagpur 

'''128th July 12l.492 11,432 5,419 20,974 29,811 
" 

{30th June 194,200 104,923 219 73 ... 
l' 

Chhattisgarh ... 
110,052 39,127 67 28th July " 

... ... 

{ 30th June " 
494,685 196,885 15,418 27,919 3,146 

Tot81 
5,665 . 28,285 48,649' 2RthJuly " 

303,158· 73,816 , 
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_ The two £acts which stand out most in the above figures are-first that the 
total numbers on relief have risen by over 360,000 during the month of J ulyj 
and secondly, that the numbers returned a~ on gratuitous relief have -increased 
by no less than 640,000 souls. '. . " 

5. The number of Public. Works Department camps open. bas . been 
reduced from 165 to 128, or by 22 per cent., while workers at these camps have 
decreased from 494,685 to 303,158, or by 38 per cent. The dependants on 
these works have fallen from 82,373 to' 50,500, or by a similar percentage .. 
The closing of these large camps which are unsuitable for this season of the 
year is proceeding apace, and the end of this month should Fhow a very large 
further reduction. 

The number on Village Works is returned at 74,000 as compared with 
197,000 at the end of June. These works will now die a natural death .. On 
the other hand, the numbers on the B list of villaae relief from whom work if. 
exacted in return for their doles, have risen from It,146 to 49,649. The latter 
figure includes persons employed on works of petty villag~ improvement in 
Mandla who were erroneously shown by the Deputy Commissioner as villa~~ 
workers instead of on the B list; and over 18,000 persons engaged at depots ill 
the Betul district might suitably be added to the number on- B list relie£: 
These depots are confined to the wilder tracts of Betul where the population is 
entirely aboriginal. They receive dry.grain rationH in return for miscellaneous 
work, improvement of forest roads, carriage of grain, and weeding of fields. 
Practically, therefore, the B list has really risen to about 68,000. No resort to 
this system has yet beeu made in Chhattisgarh. It will he necessary now to 
add to the list a number of the smallest tenants for whom subsistence is 
required till their crops ripen; but the list is everywhere being carefully' 
restricted. .., 

The remaining forms of work relief call for no special mention this month., . 
6. To turn np.xt to "Gratuitous relief," the list of those on cash doles 

h~s increased, as might be expected at this season of the year;. but . the increase' 
has not been very large, the proportion of the total population on this form of 
relief being still less than 2 per cent. of the total population of the Province.' 
In the Nerbudda Division alone the numbers are practically stationaTY, while the 
increase hits been considerable in the Nagpur Division. Absolute uniformity of 
procedure in a system which hus to be carried out by a host of Charge and 
Circle Officers is unattainable. Moreover, much depends both on the number of 
kit~hens and the Itttitude of the better castes in regard to them. The Officiating 
Chief Commissioner is satisfied that the principles of which this relief should b£. 
given are sufficiently understood .. 

·7. Poor·houses have been opened at Sambalpur and Bilaspur, making 
eight for the' whole Province. The inmates are con~tantly drafted to their 
homes. The total population of these institutions at the close of the month was 
only about 1,200. 
• 8. Kitchen relief continues to. play an increasingly important part in the 

relief system of the Province. At the end of May the kitchen·relieved formed' 
25 per cent. of the total on relief; at the end of June the proportion had risen 
to 49 per cent.; at the end of Jul, it stood. at 70 per cent. The table 
~i\'en in paragraph i of last month s report brought up to date stands as 
tollows :-

, , I No. of KitohOI1l!" Nos. ~~~~hon I Month. 

March ... ... ... . .. 1,866 276,271 

I April ... ... ... .. . ... 2,226 357,928 

I May ... ... ... ... .. . 2,576 493,218 

June ... ... ... ... .. . 3,3M 960,3~8 

July ... ... ,.. ... .. . 5,011 1,597,603 
I 



CENTRAL PROVINCES. 

So extraordinary has been the development of kitchen relief during the 
last two months that it is desirable to furnish district details regarding the 
attendance at these institutions. These are shown in the following state. 
ment:-

No. of 
ATTDDA.NCB IN KITCBBNB. 

Distriot. Kitchens. 

I I Multo. Children. Total. 
------_._- - . 

, 
Baugor ... ... ... 166 24,426 32,712 57,13l! 

Damoh ... ... ... 129 17,367 20,692 38,059 

Jubbulpore .. ... . .. . 128 5,514 30,241 3:1,755 

MandIa ... ... . .. 127 6,109 23,772 29,881 

Beoni ... ... ... .. . 110 4.615 19,034 23,649 

Narsirighpur ... '" ... 64 1,985 4,09!'> 6,080 

Hoehangabad '" ... 216 47,835 44,039 91,874 

Nimar ... .. , ... ... 911 36,820 34,670 71,490 

Betul ... ... ... .. . 187 35,869 50,943 86,812 

Chhindwara .. , ... ... 183 13,638 25,128 38,766 

Wardha ... ... .. . 143 28,017 28,514 ~6,531 

Nagpor ... ... . .. 174 24,240 23,578 47,818 

Chanda ... ... . .. 216 68,814 72,286 141,100 

Bhandara ... ... ... 251 20,391 4ti,4~7 66,808 

Balaghat ... '" ... 248 26,834 ~8,788 75,622 

Raipur ... ... .., 1,893 265,807 273,115 538,922 

Bilaepnr ... ... .. . al5 28,530 101,413 129,943 

Sambalpur ... ... ... 163 23,161 38,294 61,455 
----_. 

Total ... ... 5,011 679,972 917,731 1,597,703 

The most pruminent features in this statement are the enormous numbers 
returned from Raipur (which with a population of 15 per cent. of the Provinces 
returns a third of the total numbers on kitchen relief), lind the large proportion 
of adults attending the kitchens in the districts of Hoshangabad, Nimar, 
Wardha, Nagpur, Chanda, and Raipur. 

9. The ever.increasing numbers on gratuitous relief (now practically 
synonymous with kitchen relief) has from the first engaged 'the anxious 
attention of the Officiating Chief Oommissioner. At the time of his tour at the 
end of June and beginning of July in Chhattisgarh, agricultural employment 
was so scanty that it would have been quite unsafe to close kitchens to free 
admission. During Mr. Fraser's tour from the 18th to the 30th July in the 
districts of the Nagpur Division, as more employment became available, it 
~ecame evident that exclusion from the kitchens of able-bodied persons for 
whom field labour and wages were available had become necessary. Orders, 
framed after full discussion with local officers, to bring this about were issued 
in my letter No. F-1965, dated thel 3rd August, to the IIddress of the 
Commissioner, Nagpur Division, of which I am to forward a copy for the 
information of the Government of India. The conclusions which the Officiating-
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Chief Commissioner formed during that tour are summarized in paragraphs 11 
and 12 of that letter. 

10. A week later, at a Conference held at Hoshangabad, it was decided th"t 
the time had come for a further step in the direction of excluding the able-bodied 
from kitchens, and that a proportion varying with the circumstances of each 
agricultural tract might be safely struck off the kitchen registers without the 
necessity of a definite guarantee of employment for them. Orders giving effect 
to this decision are contained in Famine Circular No. 53 of the 14th August. 
Able-bodied persons at the kitchens had already been excluded in parts of the 
J ubbulpore Division, where the famine had been less serious. The difficulty 
lay with the other Divisions. The investigation of the state of affairs in the 
Nerbudda Division, supplemented by further inquiry and reports in regard to 
the progress of events in· Chhattisgarh and Nagpur, showed that the situation 
had materially developed. . There was a strong consensus of opinion that, with 
the increased scope for employment, expulsion of the able-bodied might be 
undertakeu throughout the Province, the process being gradual or rapid 
according to the circumstances of particular tracts. 

11. In some districts even before the issue of orders there was a voluntary 
diminution in numbers as weeding offered employment; but there began to 
manifest itself a tendency for labourers to take their food at a kitchen, and do 
a half-day's work in the field for a half wage. This, which was an exceptional' 
experience in most districts, rapidly became the practice in Raipur. The local 
officers in this district rook up the position that so long as the kitchen~fed were 
really engaged on agricultural work there was no objection, in view of the 
intensity of the distress, to their receiving a daily meal. This view, though not 
open to serious objection at a time when employment was very scanty, is no 
longer tenable when the season has fnrther advanced; and it has been clearly 
pointed out. to the Commissioner that kitchen relief in his Division must be 

M._o_u_th_, _~I~N_08' at kitche1l8. 

June 30th 
July 7th 
July 14th 
July 21st 
July 28th 

... 
265.624 
354,192 
40U,129 
4~0,952 
538,922 

brought· into. line with that of the. rest of the 
Province. The present system in Raipur if 
nnchecked would soon degenerate into a large sub
sidy to all private employers and lower the rate of 
wages to a point at which no labonrer who refused 
kitchen relief could subsist. The rush' of people to 
kitchens in this district has been so extraordinarily 
rapid,· and the dissemination of orders over its 
large area takes so long, that immediate results 

. from them cannot be expected; but the Commis-
sioner had already enjoined the elimination of persons able to support themselve. 
and their depen,lants, and the orders now issued to him, No. F -2035, of th<" 
14th August (copy attached), should soon bear fruit . . 

12. The continued increase of the numbers on relief has excited adverse 
comments in th~ public press, to which the Government of India may expect 
the Officiating Chief Commissioner briefly to allude. I am to say that if the 
occasion should ngain arise the Officiating Chief Commissioner would not vary 
the orders passed in May respecting the free admission to kitchens. It was this 
measure alone which tided the people over the crisis of June. It succeeded iu
bringing them back from the works to their homes, and in rendering agricultural 
operat.ions possible without that forcible expulsion from works which is so 
dangerous at that season of the year. The interval betweEln the close of the 
hot weather, and the period when general field labour is available, is always a 
trying time tor labourers. In n0rmal years they eke out deficiencies with their 
store of edible forest produce collected in April, or by means of advances made 
them in anticipation of earnings by weeding. This year there were no such 
advances to be had, and no such store collected, while the period. of waitine
was protracted to twice its normal duration. Now tbat confidence has been 
restored, and agricultural employment is once more available, the time has c(;me 
for restrictions. The enormous growth of the kitchen popUlation wr.~ not 
anticipated; because the delay in the rains which was mainly responsible for it 
could not be foreseen. 

10.\66 G 
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13. Prices have fluctuated slightly; they have become easier ill some 
districts, and where they have risen the rise has been slight. At the same time 
there has been a large decline in imports of foreign rice, and some of the stocks 
of this rice accumulated in some districts has begun to be re-exported to others. 
Prices cannot, however, be expected to fall materially until the critical month of 
Septem ber has successfully passed. Great difficulties have been experienced in 
the interior of Chanda and Betul in providing supplies owing to the heavy cost 
of transport, and the state of communications, and at some of the remoter works 
in Betul the price of grain rose to 6 or 6t seers. Taking head-quarter markets, 
prices range between 9 and 10 seers in districts on the railway, and 7 to 8 seers 
in those not opened up by railway communication. 

14. The condition of the people, so far as suffering from want is concerne<i 
is everywhere reported as satisfactory. In the districts bordering Indore, 
Bhopal and Central India some of the immigrants, 'who are attracted in large 
numbers by the kitchens, show signs of privation; but except for these, 
emaciation is rarely seen. 

15. The mortality returns which accompany this report as uSUIII relate to 
the preceding month; in this case, June. This was the most trying time of any 
yet experienced. Cholera raged; and in the western districts the evils of a 
short and polluted water supply were much intensified. The totainu!p.ber of. 
·deaths during the month were 70,728, of which 22,788 were due to cholera, and 
1,006 to ~mall-pox. The corresponding figures for May were 50,043, 14,989 
~LDd 973, respectively. The following are the death-rates per mille, district by 
district, 8S comp~red with those of May :-

Death Rates in MAy. I Den th rates in June. 

District. 

I All causes. Exclusive of All causes. Exclrnriv9 of 
epidemics. epidemics. 

Saugor ... ... .. . ... 2'89 2'83 4'67 4'27 

Damoh ... ... ... .. . 2'54 2'52 2'88 2'86 

.Jubbulpore ... ... .. . ... 3'07 2'34 3'82 2'87 

Mandla ... ... ... .. . 1'25 1'25 1'70' NO 

Seoni ... ... ... ... .. . 1'59 1'58 3'54 2·79 

Narsinghpur ... ... ... . .. 2'14 2'13 1'97 1'95 

Ho.hangabad ... . .. ... 3'81 3'31 6-41 4'27 

Nimar ... ... ... ... 8'20 6'78 14'02 9'83 

Betul ... ... ... ... .. . 6'04 5'06 11'97 7'38 

Chhindwara ... ... ... .. . 5'22 3'59 13'38 6'34 

Wardha ... ." ... .. . 8'35 5'53 7033 5'10 

Nagpur ... ... ... ... 4'45 3'69 5'38 3'97 

Chanda ... '" ... ... S'S5 5'05 16'63 7'78 

Bhandar:lo ... ... ... .. . 3'97 3'44 6'74 5'52 

Balaghat '.' ... ... 2'41 2'33 4'04 3'56 

Raipl!!' ... ... ... .. . 5'56 3'34 5'10 4'l9 

Bila.pur ... ... ... .. . 6'51 3'57 6'69 4'l5 

Sambalpur ... ... ... .. . 6'05 3'26 10'26 5'37 

. . 
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Over the Khalsa area of the Province the death-rate has risen from 4'80' 
per mille in May to 6'81 in June ; but excluding epidemic disease the rates are 
3'42 and 4'58 respectively. In the Chhattisgarh Zamindaris the rates for June 
are 6'91 including, and 4'01-exc\uding epidemic disease, as compared with rates 
of 5'19 and 2'21 in May. 

16 The highest rates of those shown in the preceding paragraphs occur 
in Nimar, Chanda, Betul, Chhindwara, Sambalpur and Wardha. It is noticeable 
that wherever mortality from cholera has risen, the mortality from other causes 
has risen to an even greater degree. In Wardha, where cholera has diminished 
·the non-epidemic mortality has similarly fallen. There is no reason to appre
hend that deaths have occurred from starvation or even from direct privation, 
but the strain an<1 exposure inevit.~ble in life on relief works in the hot weather, 
without doubt, weakened the power of the people to resist the diseaser. connected 
with the bad state of the ""ater supply and the abnormal weather conditions. 

The persistently high mortalit.y reported from Nimarfor several months past 
led the Chief Commissioner to a"k the Admini8trative Medical Officer to make 
speciltl enquiries into this subject, and I am to attach to this letter a copy of an 
excellent report (No. 4445-84, dated the 9th August) by that,officer on the 
subject. Mr. Fraser thinks tbat Colouel Scott-Reid has succeded in establishing 
both that the true population of that district. must have considerably increased. 
and that, owing- to an influx of foreigners who contribute very largely to the 
death·rate. the deaths among the indigenous population are not nearlyru! numerous 
as the returns show. It is therefore probable that the true death·rate upon the 
present permanent population is. not higher than the rates in corresponding 
districts. 

Cholera has continued throughout July and it now shows signs of abating; 
but the months of August and September, in ordinary times the most unhealthy 
of the year, have still to be passed through; and it is too much to hope that 
the death·rates will fall to their normal level. 

17. In conclusion, 1 am to forward liS usual for the information of the 
Foreign Department, a copy of the report of the Political Agent of the 
Chhattisgarh Feudatories on the Famine administration of those States. 

The Officiating Chief Commissioner concurs with the Commissioner of the 
Chhattisgarh Division in thinking that, except for certain shortcomings in the 
'Patn~ State, which are now being rectified, the record of the month is 
satisfactory. 

No.5. 

Letter from R. H. Craddock, Esq., I.e.s., Famine Secretary to the Chief 
Commissioner, Central Provinces, to the Secretory to the Government qr' 
India, Ret'ez1lte and Agriculture Department, Simla, No. ji'.2183, dated, 
Nagpur, the 15th September, 1900. . 

I am directed to submit the monthly report. of famine relief administration 
for the four weeks ending the 25th August. The usual map and statement" 
accompany the report. 

2. The rainfull of August was everywhere sufficient; indeed, heavy full" 
resuJting in flooded rivers, have done a certain amount of local damage. The 
agricultural operations usual at this season of the year have generully been 
carried' on briskly; but heavy rain hItS retarded them in places. In the 
northerll districts, in particular, a. spell of fine weather is needed. The current 
month is a. very critical period for agriculture. Up t{) the present the weather 
has been fuvourable. The finnl realiSlttion of the high hopes now entertained of' 
n good khMif harvest depends upon timely showers towards the close of the 
month; but so till' ItS these crops are concerned the risk of very serious failure 

1056& G2 
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is now emaIl. But for the distressful history of the past few years little anxiety 
would be felt. Maize and the early millets are now ripening, and the earliest 
rice is ready to be cut in Sa.mbalpur; but these crops are later than usual, and 
their effect could not be felt in the month to which this report relates. By the 
time that the next report comes to be written the situation will have cleared, 
and the character of the kharif harvest should be known with certainty. 

3. The changes during the month in the total numbers on relief and in 
receipt of the various kind of relief available are shown in the two statements 
below:-. 

i , 
Relief I Depend· Poor~hou8e8 Village Total Grand Division. Works. I ante on and Relief. Gratuitous. TotaL Works. Kitchens . 

. 

{ 28th July, 1900 32,265 1,665 184,lS34 36,153 222,652 257,917 
Jubbulpore 

25th Aug. .. 32,649 870 146,811 35,018 182,699 215,339 

{28th July .. 86,934 8,551 295,390 19,855 323,796 410,730 
Nerbudda ... 

25th Aug. .. 83,486 5,430 216,978 20,903 243,311 326,797 

... {28th July " 
189,128 17,824 387,lS79 77,958 483,661 . 672,789 

Nagpur 
25th Aug. .. 131,051 7,759 423,658 80,201 511,618 642,669 

{ 28th July .. ]49,246 22.460 730,838 46,883 800,181 949,427 
Chhattisgarh ; 

25th Aug. .. 45,191 8,519 . 775,953 39,618 824,090 869,281 
I 
! 

{ 28th July .. 460,573 50,500 I 1,598,941 1RO,849 1,830,290 2,290,863 
Total ... I 

_ 25th Aug. .. 292,368 22,578 I 1,563,400 175,740 1,761,718 2,054,086 

! , 

The various kinds of employment on which the workers shown .in column 
2 of the above table were engaged are shown below.-

Public 

. Division. Works Village Forest Weaver B List • Department Works.~ Works. Relief. 
Works. 

--

'" { 28th July, 1900 20,056 3,648 - - 11,561 
Jubbulpore 

25th Aug. .. 12,173 408 - - 20.059 

I 28th July " 51,5511 19,609 246 7,244 8,277 
Nerbudda 

''')25th Aug. 
" 

30,457 17,498 46 7,190 28,295 

... { 28th July " 121,492 11,432 5,419 20,974 29,811 
Nagpnr 

25th Aug. .. . 36,273 • 2,292 6,068 21,164 65,254 

J 28th July .. 110,052 39,127 - 67 -
Chhattisgarh ... ! 

25th Aug. 30,097 15,000 - 94 -" 

... { 28th July " 
303,158 73,816 5,665 28,285 48,649 

Total 
25th Aug , 109,000 35,198 6,114 28,448 113,608 

4. There has been, it will be observed, a decline in the numbers on all 
lorms of relief of neary 237,000, or over 10 per cent. But the nature of the 
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decrease can best be appreciated with reference to the intermediate rise in the 
middle of the month. The figures week by week were as follows :-

Weekending I NumbeR. 

July 28th ... . .. ... 2,290,863 

I August 4th ... ... . .. 2.269,585 

" 11th ... ... 2,308,949 

" 
18th ... ... ... 2,2,u.557 

" 
25th .. . ... . .. 2,054,086 

The decline now reported has been larger in the case of work-relief than 
under the gratuitous heads, but these also show a decrease of 68,500, the 
precursor of the further reduction reported in the telegraphic returns of the 
last two weeks. . 

5. Under the major head of work-relief, the principal fall bas occurred on 
Public Works Depnrtment works. The number of charges has dropped from 
128 to 76, 52 camps having been closed during the month. The average 
number of workers at each camp has fallen from 2,368 to 1,434; and the 
number of dependants has declined ,in an even greater proportion. Few, if any, 
Public Works Department works are likely to continne open after the close of 
the current month. In very few localities has the exclusion of the able· bodied 
from kitchens resulted in any return of labourers to relief-works. 

6. Numbers on village works have declined by over a half; and.if the 
persons reli eved at the Betul dep6ts are removed to the head of B list relief, to 
which they properly belong, the num,bers on those works outside Chhattisgarh 
become quite insignificant. Of those returned from the Chhattisgarh Division 
the majority belong to a portion of the Bilaspur District where distress is 
greatest and the character of the soil renders Village Works practicable in the 
rains. Forest roads in Chanda account for almost the whole of the numbers 
shown on forest works. VIr eaver relief continues unchanged. 

7. Relief under the B list system has everywhere expanded, save in 
'Chhattisgarh, where the great extension of kitchens and the free resort of the 
people to them rendered this form. of relief unnecessary. If the 17,000 people 
<>f the Betul dep6ts are added to the B list numbers, the total is 130,000 against 
68,000 similarly computed at the end of July. This system hss been found 
specially useful to meet the case of the poorest cnltivators, as was anticipated in 
paragraph 5 of my report for July; and it has also enabled a good deal of 
weeding to be done in the fields of those who could not afford to pay for 
weeding. As the early crops ripen, this form of relief will be discontinued. 

8. Under the heads of gratuitous relief, poor.houses call for little notice. 
Needy vagrants have a tendency to crowd into head.quarters during the rains; 
but constant drafting has kept the numbers down, and the popUlation of the 
eight poor.houses WIIS only 1,620 at the close of the month, as compared with 
1,200 at the end of July. . 

9. As in July, kitchen relief hIlS been the main feature of relief measures. 
Comparison of the figures of the two months gives the following result :-

I Xumber Fed. 
I Number of -
I 

KitohenB. I I Adult.. I Childron. Tot&!. 

, 
No. No. No. No. 

,On 28th July ... ... ... . .. . .. 5,011 679,972 917,731 1,:>97,703 

·On 25th August ... ... ... . .. 6,301 641,654 920,126 1,561.780 

I . 
Inorease or Decrease ... , .... . .. , ... , + 1,290 -'- 38,318 + 2,395 - 35,923 . , 
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The increase in the number of kitchens represents the effort of the 
numerous Charge Officers to cope with the disorganization which the 
overcrowding of kitchens in the early part of the month entailed. Subsidiary 
kitchens were multiplied in order to relieve the pressure on the main kitchens. 
As was reported last month, the expediency of reducing kitchen relief :~s 
agricultural operations began to offeI' increased employment occupier! the 
constant and anxious attention of the Officiating Chief Commissioner. But, 
owing to the necessity, in view of the backwardness of the CI'OPS and a 
high death-rate, of proceeding with great caution, and after careful con
sultation with local officers, the orders directing the gmdual exclusion of 
the able-bodied could not issue before the middle of the month. Th(;' 
dissemination and explanation of these orders among all the various villarres 
and ciI'cles was a work of time; and the results of this action are only n~l\\
becoming apparent. 

The policy of excluRion was accompanied in the case of districts less 
distressed by the voluntary departure both of adults and children as field 
employment increased; but up to the 25th August only a beginning hlld 
been made. During the last two weeks the numbers at kitchens have 
diminished by no less than 350,000. The branch kitchens of Chhattisgarh, 
wbich have now served their purpose, are being closed, and in every district a 
reduction in the number of kitchens is being gmrlually effected. Tq turn 
to particular districts, adult attendance at kitchens has fallen most satisfactorily 
in the following :.- . 

I Adult Attendance. 

i District. 
i On ~8th Jdly. I On 25th August. 

1-
No. No. 

Sangor ... . .. .. . 24,426 12,305 

I 

Hoshangabad ... ... 47,835 17,272 

Nimar ... ... . .. 36,820 22,698 
i Wardha 28,017 15,374 ! ... ... ... 
I 

Betnl ... ... ... 35,869 25,245 

On the other hand there was an increase of adult attendance in Nagpur. 
Chanda, Balaghat, Raip.ur and Sam hal pur. In the first and two last districts 
there has been a large subsequent decrease. In Balaghat, cultivators have been 
more impoverished than elsewhere ; while in Chanda it is feared that the area 
~own is shorter proportionately than else':Vhere. The area transplanted is very 
short, and constant rain impeded field work, while the large extent of the 
district and the difficulties of communications have retarded the promulgation of 
the orders, contained in Famine Circular No. 53. A statement giving full 
details of kitchen-relief by districts is appended. 

10. Village relief properly eo called, or distribution of cash doles to people 
in their homes, shows a slllall decline from 180,849 to 17'\,740. There is. 
nothing new to remark about this list. It will shortly, as early crops ripen, be 
considerably cut down; but on the other hand, the. curtailment of kitchen relief" 
will necessitate the temporary enrolment on the cash list of those debarred by 
infirmity from walking to a more distant kitchen. 

11. Although there has been no general fall of prices common to every part: 
of the Province, there is a distinct tendency in that direction. In part 01 
J ubbulpore Division and in Sambalpur the fall had been marked. As these are 
the localities where the Rtocks are largest, prospects have acted OIL prices soone.!:· 
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than elsewhere. The following is a comparative statement of prices in the 
districts mentioned :-

Seers per Rupee. 

, 
District. Rioe. Gram. Wheat. 

July 28th. August25th. July 28th. I August 26th. July 28th. I August 25th. 

Saugor ... 
Damoh. ... 

J 

S 

ubbulpore ... 

ambalpur ••. 

... 

. .. 

... 

... 

9t 10 

8~ lOt 

101 11 

91 11, 

101 lOf 91 91 

10i 12{-3 9t 9M 

lOt 12j 10 11 

9, . 101 9 lOt 

Rice and wheat have also fallen 2 seers (from 7 to 9 seers per rupee). in 
Betul, where temporary difficulties of transport had previously enhanced prices 
very greatly. 

Imports continue, but on a much reduced scale; and the latest accounts 
show that old stocks are being produced in places where their existence had 
been stoutly denied. Such stocks must necessarily have been small; and their 
production now indicates a general confidence in the coming harvest. 

12. The condition of the- people, so far as all appearances testify, 
continues to be good. In the north and we~t of the Saugor District, where 8 

number of foreigners have been attracted by the kitchens, there are persons to 
be seen in bad physical condition; and similarly in Nimar and Hoshangabad 
there are wanderers from neighbouring States who have plainly suffered from 
want. But these are no new features. Among the 10GaI population emaciation 
is rarely seen. But the general health has been far from good. Fevers and 
bowel.complaints have been rife among all classes of society; and cholera has 
not died out. The mortality of June was high; and there has been no fall in 
July. There is ground for hoping that August may show some improvement; 
but there was none in JUly. The unfavourable conditions of June continued 
into the first week or ten days of July; and it was some time before the water· 
supply imprm·ed. 

13. The total number of deaths in these three trying months of May, 
June and July compare as follows:-

Month. Cholera. SmaU·pox. I All QaUSet. 

May ... ... ... ... ... ... .. . 14,989 913 50,043 

June ... ... ... ... . .. '" ... 22.188 1,006 10,128 

Jnly ... ... '" '" '" '" ' .. 13,753 103 71,055 

The Provincial rate per mille per mensem, excluding the Chhattisgarh 
Zamindaris, was 6'82, and in the C'uhattisgarh Zamindaris 7'26. If epidemics 
be excluded these rates fall to 5'35 and 6'26. The corresponding rates in 
June were 4'58 and 4'01 respectively. Non·epidemic mortality thus increased 
very largely. The sudden change in climatic conditions was responsible for this. 
With kitchens extended as they have been, it is impossible that wani of food haa 
caused mortality. There Mnnot be deaths from starvation without some signs 
.of abu-wtion among the living. 

• 



50 CENTRAL PROVINCES. 

14. ThE! district details of total non-epidemic mortality compare as follows 
for June and July:-

Death-mtea in June. Death·rates in July. 

District. • 
All caUsei. Excluf:l.ive of All ca.ulea. Exclusive or 

epidemics. epidemics 

Saugor ... ... ... . .. 4'67 4'27 7·46 5'02 

Damoh ... . .. . .. . .. 2'R8 2'86 2-42 2'25 

oJubbulpore ... ... . .. . .. a'82 2'87 4'00 3-17 

Mandl .. ... . .. . .. . .. 1-70 1-70 1'90 1'80 

Seoni ... ... ... . .. . .. 3'54 2'79 5'61 372 

Narsinghp~r ... '" ... . .. 1'97 1'95 2'01 l'V7 

Hoshangabad ... . .. . .. 6-41 4'27 6'67 5'23 

Nimar ... ... . .. . .. 14'02 9'83 14'34 lO'll! 

Betul ... ... - . .. . .. 11-97 7'38 13'65 9'90 

Chhindwara ... ... . .. . .. 13'3K 6'34 15'78 9'86 

Wardha ... . .. . .. . .. 7'33 5"10 10'68 7-47 

Nagpur ... . .. .. . . .. 5'38 3'97 . 6'37 4-72 

Chanda ... . .. . .. . .. 16'63 7-78 8'68 1'47 

Bhandara ... ... ... . .. 6'74 5'52 8'25 7-49 

Balaghat ... . .. . .. . .. 4'04 3'56 7'07 5'97 . 
Raipur ... . .. . .. . .. 5'10 4-19 4-42 4-19 

Bilaspur ... ... . .. .,. 6'69 4-15 3'86 3-,17 

Sambalpur ... . .. . .. . .. 10'26 5'37 9·09 7-25 

The most unhealthy zone is the country comprised in Nimar, Betul, 
Chhindwara and Mandla. Not only were these the districts in which the 
Arought of 1899 was most intense, but it was also in these that the current 
monsoon was latest established. Satisfactory features of the returns are the 
great decrease of total mortality in Chanda and Bilaspur and the continued low 
death-rate in the northern districts. In the four districts where death-rates are 
highest the poorer classes, whether on relief or not, have now been subsisting 
for many months on a rice diet to which they are wholly unaccustomed. In 
Chhindwara, which for the first time heads the list, cholera was largely 
responsible for the heavy death'-rol!. 

15. The task which now lies before the Administration is the closure of 
relief institutions. The people must return to their normal life and their 
normal responsibilities. Complete cessation of relief is not possible until 
harvesting actually begins and prices fall; but during the remainder of this 
month and the first half of October, there will be great scope for the substantial 
curtailment of relief, especially in those tracts in which distress has from the 
first been less severe or where the harvest is earliest. To this end 
Commissioners have been addressed, and orders dealing in detail with the 
procedure to be followed are under preparation and will issue very shortly. 

16. I am also to forward for the information of the Foreign Department, 
the .Il?'0nthly report on the famine arrangements in the Feudatories by the Acting 
Polmcal Agent. Prospects in these States are everywhere excellent. The 



CENTRAL PROVINCES. $1 

'early millets, which are more extensive and are harvested earlier than in the 
neighbouring Khalsa, are causing prices to fall, and distress should now palis 
Away very soon. 

NO.6. 
Letter II'om R. 11. Craddock, Esq., I.e.S., Cltie/ Secretary (0 the---c/itel 

Commissioner, Central Provinces, to the Secretary to the qovernmmt of 
India, Revenue and Agriculture Department, No. P'. 2325, dated NdjJ!flttJ·, 
tl.e 18tl. October, 1900. 

I am directed to submit the usual monthly statements and map to descriQe 
t,he tillnine relief operations during the five weeks ending on the 29th September 
last. 

2. The rainfull of the month was excellent over the whole Province. III 
the northern districts in fuct it was somewhat too heavy and continuous; but the 
slight injl1ry which may have been done to til and juar on low-lying land has 
been more than compensated for by the great benefit done to the rice crop, and 
by the assumnce that the soil will be in the best possible condition for the raJ)i 
sowings. It may be said generally that all the crops of the kharif season are in 
excellent condition and prospects are more fltvourable than they have been for 
many years. Statistics of the area sown are being collected, but the result will 
not be known for some little time. In some of the rice districts the area sown 
with rice is believed to be in somewhat serious defect, but in all other parts of 

,the Province the kharif crops will, it is expected, prove to have covered at least 
'a' normal area. ' 

3. For many months the burden of these reports has been the progress of 
relief measures to meet the growing distress. At the close of August the tide 
had began to turn, and the rC{lort for September has to deal with the gradual 
curtailment of relief. 

The difference in the numbers on the several forms of relief, at the close ~f 
August and Se~tember respectively are shown in the following statements :-

Poor-
Division. Relief Dependant housea Village Total Granci : 

Worb. onWorka. and Relief. Gratuitous. Total 
Kitchens. 

I 

{25th Aug., 1900 32,640 870 ; . 146,811 35,018 182,699 I 215,339 
Jubbulpol'~ , 

29th Sept. " 14,594 49 - ' 64,415 17,200 82,040 96,634 ~a 

{ 25th Aug. " 83,486 5,430 216,978, 20,903 I 243,311 326,791 
Nerbudcla , .. , 

29th Sept. n 25,740 677

1 

68,936 19.968 i 89,581 115,321 

... { :!5th Aug. " lill,051 7,759 423,658 80,201 I 511,6J8 642,6dg 
Nagpur 

29th Sept. 
" 141,297 5,346 227,891 67,566 300,803 442,100 

{25th Aug. ,. 45,191 8,519 775,953 39,618 824,090 869,2S1 
Chhattisgarh 

29th Sept. " 8,187 1,698 440,764 30,907 473,369 481,556 

{25th Aug_ " 292,368 22,5711 1,5G3,400 U5,74Q 1,761.718 2,054,086 
Total 

29th ~ept. 
" 

18!l,818 8,146 802,006 ~35,641 945,793, 1,135,611 

There hilS thu_ been a decrease during the period of 9111,475, or 45 per 
cent., in the numbers relieved. The decrease hilS been proportionately greater 
in the districts where maize and early millets, which were harvested during the 
month, are of most importance. Thus in the plateau districts of Mandla, Seoni, 
Chhindwaru nnd Betul between the 1st nnd 29th September the numbers have 
mlleu from 231,000 to 80,000 or 65 per cent.; while in the Nogpur Division, 

10166 II 
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where these early crops are· of very little account, the reduction in numbers 
(from 618,000 to 442,000) is much smaller. 

4. Details of the numbers shown as on work relief, which have fallen from 
292,000 to 190,000 are given below;-

PubUo Works Village Forest Weaver Division. Department B. List. 
Works. Works. Works. Relief. 

, 

{ 25th August, 1900 
I 

12,173 408 - - 20,059 
..Jubbulpore 

29th September " 7,940 369 - - 6,285 

{ 25th August " 30,457 17,408 46 7,190 28,295 
Nerbudda. ... 

29th September 
" 

3,933 7,182 - 5,908 8,717 

{ 25th August " 36,273 2,292 6,068 21,164 65,254 
Nagpur 

29th September " 36,460 2,279 5,332 17,902 79,3~ 
, 

{ 25th August " 30,097 15,000 - 94 -
<lhhattisga.rh 

29th September " 6,646 1,541 - - -
, 

{ 25th August " 109,000 35,198 6,114 28,448 113,608 
Tota.l 

29th September " 54,979 ' 11,371 5,332 23,810 94,326 
, 

The numbers on Public Works Department works have become insignificant 
.everywhere except in the Nagpur Division. Here, as the work of transplantation was 
·completed, some of those previously turned out of kitchens began to resort to the 
Public Works Department camps, and though their number was not large, it 
was found inadvisable to close camps too rapidly in this Division. Thirty-five 
Public Works Department camps were, however, closed during the month, and 
-of the 41 still open on the 29th, 19 more had been closed during the first wee"k 
-of the current month. 

Orders were issued that village works should be closed by the end of 
September, and the numbers shown on them represent the .figure of the last 
week before closure. 

vt eaver relief is now being contracted, and will shortly come to a close, as 
the advances made are worked off. 

The B list relief has shrunk to very small dimensions in the Northern 
divisions. In the Nagpur Division it was necessary to continue it in the case 
()f petty cultivators who are· without resource until their crops ripen. It is now 
being rapidly curtailed. 

5. Under the various gratuitous heads, poor-houses remain as before, and 
the chief feature has been the reduction of kitchens. Thus :-

Number 
Number Fed. 

of 

kitoheDl. Adults. Children. Total. 

·On 28th July .. , .. , ... ' 5,011 679,972 917,731 1,597,703 

" 25th August ... ... . .. 6,301 641.6~4 920,126 1,561,780 

" 29th September ... ... ... 3,663 257,914 542,447 800,36] 

Reduction of kitchen relief continues day by day. In some of the northern 
districts, in which distress has been always less acute, kitchens are now being 
closed altogether; bnt where there are no early crops to reap, kitchen relief 
.cannot be closed altogether for some time yet. 
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On the list of those receiving gratuitous cash relief in their villages there is 
a reduction of 40,000, in spite of the fact that the closure of a kitchen entails 
temporary additions to the list of those incapables who cannot be supported by 
their relations. 

6. On the whole, the progress in curtailing reqef made during September 
has in the Officiating Chief Commissioner's opinion heen satisfactory. September 
is a critical period; it was not until the end of it that prospects became really 
assured. Prospects, however good, can only alleviate distress when it has been 
severe; they cannot terminate it. The food supply must be replenished, and 
prices must fall before relief can cease. But since the close of the month the 
curtailment has been proceeding with greater rapidity. Work relief will come 
to an end in a few days with the Devali holidays, and the relief in November 
will be confined to the tracts in which the crops are latest. The last rain of 
September has had tbe result of delaying the ripening of the rice crops in the 
south of the province. • 

7. Imports of rice from Bengal have almost ceased, but a great deal of 
rice previously imported is being sent about the country. Dealers are trying to 
get rid of surplus stocks of imported rice before the new crop brings dO'Yn 
prices. These movements have resulted in a great deal of local fluctuation in 
prices, but the net result of the good prospects has been the cheapening: of rice 
in Chhattisgarh by two to three seers to the rupee. In the Nagpur country 
there has been a very slight fall only; but in the two Northern Divisions the 
effect of the small millet harvest has begun to be felt. In Chhindwara, where 
price) were very high at the end of August, rice and wheat have fallen from 71 
and 6~ to 121 and 81 seers per rupee respectively. 

R. The mortality returns of August have already been submitted to the 
Government of India. The hope was expressed in paragraph 12 of last month's 

. report that there might be some improvement in Angust, but this hope has not 
been realized. The nnmber of deaths has again risen over the province as a 
whole in spite of the fact that there has been a great abatement of cholera 
mortality. The following table shows the figureR of the last three months :...,.. 

Month.. I Cholva. I SDIaIl·poz. I All CaU888. . 

June ... ... . .. 22,788 1,006 70,728 

July ... ... ... 13,753 703 71,055 . 
August ... ... . .. 8,639 541 78,753 . 

The provincial death·rate per mille per mensem has thus risen from 6'82 to 
7'50, and in the Chhattisgarh Zamindaris from 7'26 to 8'49. 

9. While the total nnmber of deaths has been grievously high, there has 
been a satisfactory decrease in the death·rate in Saugor, J ubbulpore, Betnl, 
Chhindwara, Seoni, and Balaghat. In the following districts death·):"Btes. 
continue satisfactorily low :-

District. I Death·rate. 

Damoh •.. ... ... '" . .. 3'58 
• Jubbulpore ... . .. .,. . .. a'91 

. Narsinghpur .,. a'50 ... . .. . .. 
Mandla _. ... . .. . ... 2-15 

BUaspur ... ... . .. . .. 4'26 

lOG66 XI 
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The districts in which the rates are highest ~e :-

.District. I Death-rate. 

Samball!ur 17-76 

Nimar ___ 16-34 

Chhindwara 13-09 

Wardha ••. 12'77 

Betal ... , .. 11'11 

Chanda 9'35 

Nagpor ... 8'31 

The reports by the local officers on the results of a special inquiry into 
m,prtality in Sambalpur have only just rel!oChed the Officiating Chief Commis· 
sioner, and he has not yet had time. to examine the conclusions formed. In 
Nimar, JlS reported in previous months, there are good reasons for believing that 
the rate is deceptive and is not 80 high as the figures show, though, of course, 
much above normal. • 

10. With all this heavy mortality it cannot be said that the condition of 
the people is bad, though the public health has been far from good. The 
amount of fever and bowel complaints to which all classes of the community 
have been subject has been very abnormal. It would be absurd to deny that a 
great portion of this mortality is due to .the stress and strain which famine 
entails, But it is equally certain that, with the enormous extension of kitchen 
relief-in July and .August, few if any deaths can be ascribed to actual want of 
food. It has also to pe borne in mind that the abnormally unhealthy conditions 
have prevailed among rich and poor, European and Native, alike. The returns 
for September are not yet fully available, but it is satisfactory to learn that, as 
far as can be judged, there hit!! been a substantial improvement in some of the 
worst district;$. • 

11. '.The monthly report on famine relief in the Chhatti~garh Feudatories 
is forwarded as"Usual for the information of the Foreign Department. In most 
of these States early ~ce is beginning to come into the market, prices are falling, 
and relief ~ being rapidly contracted. 

No.7. 
Leller from R. H. Craddock, Esq., I.C.S., Chief Secretary to the Chief 

Commissioner, Central Provinces, to the Secretary to the Government of 
India, Revenue and Agriculture Department, No. F. 2465, dated Nagpur, 
the 19th November, 1900 . 

. I am dir~ted to submit the monthly famine report for the p.eriod ending 
the 27th October together with the usual statements. No map IS forwarded 
this month, a~ distress is now so. rapidly abating that it seems hardly worth 
while preparing a map to show its distribution. 

2. Except in Chhattisgarh, wher. heavy rain fell in the first week of the 
month, there has been no rain in October. The. weather has been clear and the 
nights cool with heavy dews at times. The fall at the beginning of October has 
finally secured the safety of the rice crop in Cbhattisgarh. The harvesting of 
early rice has been in progress for. some little time in that Division, and the 
main harvest is now just beginning. Excellent outturns are expected. In the 
\VainganfSS rice districts prospects. are not quite' so satisfactory, an~ the area 
sown has been smaller. Owing to the lateness of the monsoon. SOWIngs were 
delayed and transplanting protracted. The heavy downpours at the end of 
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September would ordinarily have finally secured the crop, but, owing to its 
backward condition, the dry October has caused some damage, and there are 
complaints that the crop growing on dry lands has suffered a good deal and will 
not yield a full ~lIltturn. J nar and cotton both promise a good yield, but the 
former suffered a good deal from excessive rain in the north of the Province. 
Til has not,thrived very well in the Nerbudda Valrey, and the late millets in 
Betul will give but a poor.yield. On the whole, however, prospects are bright; 
harvesting will shortly beat its height; and distress is passing away. 

3. October was a month of general curtailment of relief. • Worb were 
closed, kitchens reduced' In number, and the 'persons fed at them eliminated. 
Curtailment c01!l~~e .carried olit:' more'tapidly 'in the northern districts where 
early millets and miscellaneous food crops are of much greater importance than 
in the south ·of.the Province. Famine Circular No. 56 prescribed a procedure, 
but left it largely to the discretion of local officers to decide the precise date at 
which each stage of that procedure should be carried out. • 

The usual tabular statements which follow show the extent to which 
contraction of relief was carried out in the several Divisions of the Province. 

• • Poor • 
Reliet Depend- ho .... Villsgo Total Grand Diviaion. Work. aute on and Relief. gratui- Total. Works. Kitchens. tous. 

. 
{ 29th Sept., 1900 ••• 14,594 425 64,415 17,200 82,040 96,6:H 

.Jnbbnlpore ... . 
27th Oct. " ... 1,458 60 6,369 5,3~0 11,809 13,267 

..• { 29th Sept. " -.. 25,740 677 68,936 19,968 89,581 115,321 
Nerbndda 

27th Oct. " 
... 765 - 9,295 12,194 21,489 22,254 

... { 29th Sept. " ... 141.297 5,346 227,891 67,566 300,803 442,100 
Nagpnr , 

27th Oct. 
" 

... 26,574 227 79,300 38,873 118,400 144,974 

{ 29th Sept. .. '" 8,187 1,698 44Q,764 30,907 473,369 481,556 
ChhattiBgarh 

27th Oct. .. . .. . - - 134,;22 21,357 156,079 156,079 

.. 
.•• { 29th Sept. " 

... 189,818 8,146 802,006 135,641 945,793 1,135,611 
Total , 

27th Oct. 
" 

... 28,797 287 229,686 77,804 307,77¥ 336,574 

Details of the numbers shown as on work relief are given below :-

Publio Works Village Foreet Weaver .. 
DiviaioD. Department B. List. 

Works. Works. Works. Relief. 

{ 29th Sept., 1900 ... 7,940 369 - - 6,285 
Jnbbnlpore 

27th Oct. .. ... 1,458 - - - -
. { 29th Sept. " 

.,. 3,D33 7,182 - 5,908 8,717 
N el"budda .•• 

. 27th Oct. 
" 

... - - - - 765 

••• { 29th Sept. .. . .. 36,460 2,279 :;,332 17,902 79,324 
Nagpnr 

27th Oct. " ... 1,715 942 - - 23,917 

{2Dth Sept. .. ... 6;646 I,M1 - - -Chhattisgarh 
. 27th Oct. 

" ." - - - - -
. { 29th Sept. " 

... 54,979 11,371 5,332 23,810 94,326 
Total ..... 

; 27th Oct. .. ... 3,173 942 - - 24,682 
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In the course of the month a million people have resumed their ordinary 
avocations, and 85 per cent. of the enormous total on-relief in August ar~ now 
able to support themselves. A good deal of relief was however arranged to 
close at the end of October, and 'the figures for the week ending November 3rd 
are lIS follows :-

Workers (B list) ... ... • •• 5,2113 
Poor-houses ••• '" ... 800 
Kitchens ... .. ~ ••• ••• . .. 132,273 
Village doles ... ... .. . ... 55,422 

Total ... 193,728 

Complete figl!res are not available up to the 10th, but the telegraphed 
figures show 145,000 only on relief. Some districts report by telegram figures 
a week old, as the returns of the week are incomplete. The correct number is 
probably nearer 100,000 . 
• 4. By the end of the month relief had' been totally or nearly closed in 
Damoh, Mandla, Seoni, Narsinghpur, Chhindwara and Nimar, and 'of those 
returned as on relief on November 3rd all but 15,000 belong to the south of the 
Province. The districts in which distress has been slowest to terminate are the 
rice districts of the south of the Province, and also Saugor, which has ~uffered 
from many years' depression, and Wardha, which depends almost entirely on 
the juar crop. II). all of these a great reduction may be expected by the 25th 
current, and by the end of the month the relief lists should be clear of alI:but:a 
few incapable paupers in poor-houses and pauper wards of dispensaries··S "",J; 

5. Imports have now come to a practical standstill, but prices in some 
districts have not yet fallen to a very marked extent. Imports having now 
ceased, dealers are able to hold out for full prices until the new grain can come 
into the market in sufficient quantities to compel a fall. The demand for seed 
for sowing has also enabled them to keep up the prices of wheat and gram. 
Still in many districts prices are much easier than in September. Rice has 
touched 15 seers in 'Chhattisgarh, and has cheapened a seer or two in Bhandara 
and Balaghat. • 

There is yet a month before the new rice and juar will come into market in 
large quantities, when the fall in prices should be very great. ' The grains of the 
rabi season are not, however, likely to fall to normal rates until next spring. In 

,Chanda, where the area sown is believed to have been very short, and early 
varieties are this year very little grown, prices remain obstinately high, but a 
fall cannot now be long delayed. -

6. The condition of, the people is everywhere reported to be improving, 
but malarial fever has been very rife. Every class has suffered alike. The latest 
mortality returns available for the' whole Province are those for September. 
This was the month in which the heaviest death-rate was apprehended, and it is 
satisfactory to find that on the whole there has been an improvement. The 
death-rates for the month of July, August and September c:Jmpare as follows:-

D .. th rates per Mill. per MeDJItlIIl. 

District. 

I I July. August. September. 

Saugor ... ... .. . 7'46 6'51 5'60 

Damoh ... ... ... 2-42 3'58 4-15 

Jubbulpore _ .. -.. 4'00 3-91 4-98 

Mandla _ .. _ .. . .. 1-90 2'15 2-51 

Seon; _ .. ... . .. 5'61 4-58 3-80 

Narsinghpur , .. . .. 2-01 3'50 5'60 
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I Death rate per Mille per M ......... 

District. 

I I' September. July. August. 

HOBhangabad ... . .. 6'67 1'44 6-18 

Nimar ... ... ... 14'34 16'34 10'58 
• 

Betul ... ... ... 13'65 11'11 9'01 

Chhindwara ... ... 15'78 13'09 9'01 

Wardha ... ... .. . 10'68 12'77 11'40 

Nagpur ... : .. . .. 6'37 8'31 6'!l7 

Chanda ... ... ... 8'68 9'35 11'40 

Bhandara ••• ... . .. g'25 7'32. 7'12 

Balaghat ... ... ... 7'07 5'23 4'08 -
Raipur ... ... .. . 4'42 :;'90 4'69 

Bilaspur ... ... ... 3'86 4'26 3'97 

Sambalpur ... ... 9'00 17'76 15'89 

Total Khalsa ... ... 6'82 7'50 6-75 

Chhattiagarh Zamindaris 7-26 8'49 7-72 " 
7. In 13 out of the 18 districts there has been a fall in the death-rate 

. recorded in September, the decline in the case of Nimar being specially satis
mctory. Wardha and Chanda, the two districts in which a rise has occurred, 
are also the two districts in which relief was slowest contracted. The 
grievously high death-rate in' Sambalpl!-r has been the subject of special 
inquiries. The reports of the local officers were incomplete in certain respects, 
and the Administrative Medical Officer was directed by the Officiating Chief 
Commissioner to visit Sambalpur ill company with the Commissioner of the 
Chhattisgarh Division, and to report. His report is awaited. 

The returns for October are not yet to hand, but, so far as they are 
available, they show a further decrease in the death-rate. If further reports 
confirm this result there·will be every prospect of mortality returning to a more 
normal rate in the current month, and in December all unfavourable conditions 
should have passed away. • 

8. This will be the last monthly report to be submitted, as the final report 
-on the whole famine is under preparation and it only remains now to wind up 
relief. As already stated, the kharif harvest will be in most places excellent 
.and nowhere bad, and the prospects of the young rabi crops are at present 
encouraging. With the regular cold-weather showers a full yield should be 
-obtained, and even without them there should be no fililure. 

9. The report of the Political Agent, Chhattisgal'h }feudatory States, is as 
usual attached for the information of the Foreign Department. Mr. Sly is able 
to write very hopefully of the prospects of the crops and condition of the people 
in thes,e States. Relief has closed or is just closing in all of them. But in two 
States, Patna and Sonpur, the mortality of the last two months, principally 
attributable to fevers, has been very excessive. A serious outbreak of dacoity 
-occurred in Patna, for the suppression of which a special Police Officer with a 
bOdy of British police has been detailed. It is believed that the outbreak was 
larrly due to the inefficiency of relief arrangements in a portion of that State, 

.. an the Political Agent is dealing with this separately j but it is noteworthy 
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. that the heaviest mortality has occurred in the Sonpur S.tate, where the arrange· 
ments made by the Chief have earned special commendation. The question will 
be further dealt with in the Final Report. 

. . 
CROP STATISTICS. 

No.8. 

Note by C. W. E. Montgomery, Esq., Officiating Commissioner of Settlements 
and Agriculture, Central Provinces, on the Crop Statistic8 of the Central 
Prol'inces for the year 1899-1900, ending the 31st May, 1900, dated 
Nagpur, 31st JulY1 1900 . 

.. -
In accordance with the precedent of the last two years, I submit a brief 

note on the crop areas and yields of the past agricultural year, based on 
special returns compiled in the Forms B, C and D appended to the Chief 
Commissioner's Annual Resolution on the Land Revenue Administration. 

Statistics for the Jagirs of the Chhindwara District are for the first time 
included. 

The returns for the Zamindaris of Chanda were not received in time for 
compilation and, in default, the figures of the previous year were used. 

2. The inclusion of the statistics for the· Zamindaris is sometimes a source 
of weakness. For want of funds, the Land Record Staff in the Zamindaris is 
not yet fully organised and can with difficult'y secure accuracy; and the area. 
fqr which returns are made is liable to yearly increase. For this reason, 
separate figures for the khalsa area, excluding the Zamindaris and J agirs, are 
in some cases given in this note. 

3. The pervading feature of the sea:son was a failure of the monsoon, soo 
complete as to be unparalleled for sixty years, falling upon resources drained 
by previous failures. The north of the Provinces suffered somewhat less thsn 
the south. 

4. The returns show' the occupied areas for the last three years, as 
State4ent C.I. follows, in acres :-

Year. I Inoluding Zamindaris. I holuding Zamindari8. 
_. 

Acres. Acres. 

18\17-98 ... ... 21,613,583 18,925,093 

1898-99 ... ... 21,647,422 18,923,134 

1899·1900 ... 21,718,066 18,968,734 

The increase of 46,000 acres in the khalsa is satisfactory, but needs to be 
taken with qualifications; the cultivated and cropped areas are a more ready 
~uide. The J ubbulpore Division shows a decrease, the other three Divisions an 
lllcrease; but district figures vary greatly. The largest decrease in' a district" 
however, is 3 per cent. in Saugar. 
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5. The following figures indicate the progress 
the area cropped :-

Diatriota. 1897-98. 1898-99. 

1 2 S 

Aoree. . A ...... 

BaUj/or ... ... .. , -.. ... . .. 764,771 691,111 

Damoh -.. ... -.. ... ... .. . 'SS.SS8 f03,SH 

Jubbulpore ... ... ... ... .. . 889.820 1142,666 

Manella ... ... .. , ... ... --. , U6,923 483,021 

Seoul ... ... .. , ... ... ._ . 6n,SS9 ft96,812 

-----
Total Jubbulpore Division ..•. ... 8,098,642 8,122,660 

-
NorliDghpur ... _.- ... ... ... 645,278 689,728 • 

BoeIIaDgabed ... ... ... ... . .. 857,227 867,S'2 

Nimar ... ... ... ... ... ... 662,069 678,966 

Betul ... ... .. , ... ... .. . 628,0'9 668 t 'il8 

{Kh&JBa ... ... ... 691,617 120,64:S 
Chbind ..... . .. 

Jagira ... ... ... 67,266 88,892 

Total Nerbudde { Inmuding Jagira ... 8,261.506 8,848,984 

DlvlaloD. Exmuding do. 
0 ••• 8,184,240 8,266,092 

---
Wardhe ... ... ... . .. . .. ... 916,854 903,085 

Nagpur ... ... . " ... .. . .. . 1,247,~2 1,224,818 

{ Kh&JBa ... ... ... 616,688 607,260 
Ohande ... ... 

Zamindaria ... . .. 202,746 191,lS4 

{Khol8a ... ... ... 661,27' 669,247 
B_dare ... ... 

Zominderlo ... ... 286,848 267,204 

Balaghat ... {:::a:u 
... ... 2",068 SS9,OS2 ... ... . .. 88,708 8',391 

Total Nagpur { Jpmuding Zomindaria ',111,108 '.126,121 
Dlvlalon. Ezoluding do. ... S,584,916 8,398,8" 

{ KhoI8a ... ... ... 1,978,588 2,004,269 
I.aIpur ... ... 

Zominderlo ... ... '06,720 481,962 

{Kh&JBa ... ... ... 1,12&,686 1,281,818 
IIilupur ... ... 

Zominderlo _ .. .. . 868,779 . 876,"9 

Bambalpur ... {Khalsa ... ... ... 818,OS2 648,46S 

ZamiDdaria ... ... 499,407 66',661 

Total Chhettia- { Inmuding Zominderlo '.994,062 6,296,107 

prh Divlal.... EzmudiDg do. ... 8,722,156 S,984,036 

-
, PBoVIlfOl.I...L { Inmudins Zunlnderlo 16,46&,918 16,892,772 

Tour.. 
EzmudiDg do. ... 19,689,964 19,916,079 

10611 
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of cultivation as shown by 

P ........ 
POl'OOD", in_ 

1899-1900. 
in ...... <+) 
.. deo.-

(-f') or 
deo.-

(-)of (-)of 
oolumn 4- oolUJDD , 

on oolumn.3. on 
oolumn I. , 6 6 

A ..... 

686,6'" -2 -. 
'11,914: +, -' 
869,641 -8 -8 

492.461 +3 +10 

552;'250 -7 -, . 
8,01',100 -, -8 

661,062 +, +1 
, 

812,942 -6 -5 

6~6,S32 +1 +, 

4:6',261 ':"20 -lA 

608,684 -16 -11 

89,918 +7 +84 

8,102,189 -7 -7 

8,012,221 -8 -6 

-
78~,562 -18 -16 

• 
.,177,660 -' -6-

660,'" -9 -It 

191,lS' .Nil -6-

"9,029 -18 -U. 
IUS,Oll -26 -18 

209,768 -27 -1' 

77,252 -8 -18 
• -

9,660.740 -12 -11 

S,190,SU -11 -11 

1,948,748 -6 --I 

f68,87f +6 +11 

1,166.782 -6 +, 

879,Tl7. +1 ~ +a 

637,»78 -2 +8 

626,028
1 

--II +& 
-

6,110,972, -8 +1 

8,761,7611 -5 +1 

If:,87'6,961. -6 -' 
12.967,01' -7 -' , 

I 
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" "The .. Pr.ov,ince shows a decrease of a million acres in thllare.l!.,'llropped. 
Large areas were prepared for both !charif and rabi, but much was allowed_~ 
lie fallow for want of rain. The cropped area has sunk even below the level of 
J89~-97. In the khalsa, decrease is most marked in the Betul, Chhindwara, 
Wardha, Bhandara and Balaghat Districts, Damoh; Mandla, Narsinghpur and 
Nimar show a slight increase. 

4. The contraction of the cropped area has occasioned a large expansion 
of the aJ:ea under current fallows, which has increased by nearly a million acres 
from the area of 1898-99. 

The area under old fallow has also increased since 1898-99 by a million 
and a-half acres. 

5. IJfluble-cropping.-'The area double-cropped during the past three years 
is contrasted below :- . . 

-- _ .. --
Year. Includin, 

ZamindBrlS. 
Exoluding 
Za.miDdaris. 

, , 
Acres .. Acres. 

1897-98 .. . ... . .. 1,149,222 1,025,692 

1898-99 ... .. ... 1,235,684 1,089,618 

1899-1900 ... ... ... 167,855 142,370 

The ground was far too dry for double-cropping and the current year's 
area is only one-eighth of thaJ of the previous year. Double-cropping is of 
great importance in the two districts Raipur and Bilaspur, and in the lchalsa of 
these two districts, the. douple-cropped area fell from 545,571 acres to 49,375. 
T:Ae fall was also serious in Jubbulpore, MandIs, Cha.nda, Bhandara and Bala.gha~, 
e8~eciall y the two last. ' 

Statement C-II. 
6. The total area irrigated in each of the past 

three years is :_ I . 

Area" including Jagirs and Zamindaris 

Percentage to total cropped area ... 

Area excluding Jagirs and Zamindaris 

Percentage to total cropped area including Jagirs 
and Zamindaris. 

1897-98. 

Acres. 

562,784 

a·6 

468,171 

3'4 

:' , 

1898-99. l899-IJIUQ. 

Acree; Ac~es.' 

654,269 352,232 

4'1 2'3 

523,786 274,085 

3'5 2'1 . 

___________ ..;..&..._-....1---....... ---:-_. 

Since there wa~ but little water in either tanks or w~lls, irrigation fell off 
greatly. The nu~ber of both temporary and durable irrigation. wells" bas 
considerably increaled, but without water they were of but little use. 

~
. The returD~ show the number of plough-cattle as having decreltsed ,by 

190, '96, or by 7 per cent. This, of course, does not include the loss of 
cattle which occurre in the hot weather after the patwaris had compiled their 
naner8. .' ~ '.' 
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, Statements D-I. and D-II. 
8. The following statement contrasts the 

kharif . and mbi cropping for the three yea~ 
1897-98, 1898--99 and 1899-1900 :-' ',. '''I 

" 
. . Inoreue,·J 

, . ord_oi, 
1897-98, 1898-99. 18911-1900. 1899-19PQ" I from . , 

1998-99. 

, I I I 

I Acres. Aere •. Acres. Per cent. I ---
{ Inclnding Zamindari. •• I 11,867,533 11,113,991 11,622,396 - 1 

Kharif ... 
.., I 10,103.562 Excluding do. , 9.934,570 9,819,703 - 1 

j Including do. ... 4,737,607 - 5,414,465 3,421,410 -37 
Rabi 

Excludmg do. , .. 4,512,084 5,142,127 '3,289,6R4 -36 

-~----
{ Including Zamindari. 16,605,140 17,128,456 15.043,806 -12 

Total . 
Excludmg Zamindaris 14,615,646 15,076,697 13,:09,387 -13 

,-, 
167,8551 " 

. , 
Deduct~ouble'l Inoluding Zamindaris ·1,149.222 . 1,235,684 

, -, ) 

I Cropp'ng. Excluding Zamindaris 1,025,692 1,08~,618 142,370 ! -

{ Including Zamindaris 15,455,9J8 15,892,772 14,875,951 -6 
NET AREA .. 

Excluding Zamindaris 13,589,954 13.915,079 12,967,017 - 7 

The area under kharif was virtually the same as in the previous year, but 
the area unde~ raM fell off by over one-third and was even less than that of 
lR96-97. The gross cropped area decreased by 12 per cent., and the net cropped 
area by half as much. 

9. The ares under the principal crops of the kharif sesson contrast as
follow:s with that of the two preceding years:-

Inareaao 
Orop. 18V7-98. 1898-99. 1899-1900. or deoreaee . 

from 
1898-99. 

Acres. Aeres. Acres. Per cent. 

Rice ... ... ' .. : .. . ... 4,824,242 5,120,405 4,722,035 -8 

Juar .... ... ... . .. ... 1,077,2U6 803,356 909,254 +13 

Jua .... tur ... ... ... ... 1,248,532 1,055.626 1,230,192 +16 

Tur , 175,887 166,288 193,1149 +16 ... ... ... . .. '" 

Cotton and Cotton-tur ... ... 734,477 734,538 805,289 +10 

Til ... ... .. . ... ... 557,362 510,587 806,654- +58 

Kodon and Kutki ... ... .. . 1,651,838 1,705,267 1,726,372 + 1 
• 

Sugarcane., ... ... ... . .. 27,081 25,687 25,205 '- 2 

Rice has fallen otl' substantially, and sugarcane slightly; the other c;rop 
_. have increased. 

l~a68 I J 
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10. Rice.-. There has been a contraction of 398,370 acres or 8 per cent 
in the area under rice. In the Chhattisgarh Division there has ~ctually been a~ 
increase, and consequently the area under broadcasted rice over four million 
~s, shows a small increase. It is in the Wainganga distridts that the decrease 
chiefly occurs, and the area under transplanted rice-the speciality of those 
districts-shows a violent shrinkage from 839,000 to 423 000 acres. Trans-
plantation was terribly hindered by want of rain. ' 

The exporta of rice for the last three years are as under :-

1897-98 

1898-99 

1899-1900 .•. 

Year. lIaunda. 

866,218 

2,233,325 

78R,124 

. Even the small export of 1899-1900 includes the reservedstocks.of pre
cedmg years, and the needs of the Provinces were chiefly met by importa of 
rice lrom Calcutta and Burmah. 

11. Juar.-Combining juar with juar-tur, the area under crop is :-

1897-98 

,189s:.99 

1899-1900 ... 

Year. I· 
I 

... I 

"'1 
... I 

I 

Acree. 

2,325,738 

1,858,9112 

2,1:19,446 

Thc area has increased by 280,464 acres, or 15 per cent. The 'increases 
occur particularly in the rice districts. Juar and tur were substituted for rice 
in fields which were too dry for rice. 

Almost everywhere the juar crop began well and for a long time resisted 
the drought better than any other, but the continued absence of rain and 
abnormal heat eventually caused the plants to dry up without flowering. In 
Jubbulpore and Raipur, and in the districts of the Nagflur and Nerbudda 
Divisions, the crop was almost 8. complete failure and most of it was cut for 
fodder. Ringni juar has generally done hetLaT. 

12. Tur.-The area sown with tur haS ircreased by 26,761 acres, or by 
16 per cent. The rainfall was favourable to the crop at the time of sowing 
which accounts for the expansion in the cropped area. The increase is noticeable 
in the Nagpur and Chanda districts and in the Bilaspur Zamindaris. 

1~. G(ltton and rotton-mr.-The area under cotton and its admixture has 
increased by 70,750 acres, Of by 10 per cent. The decrease in 1!l97-98 in the 
area under this crop was. due partly to the desire of tenants to replenish food 
stocks and partly to their impoverished condition, owing to which they could 
not afford to pay for agricultural operations. 

In 1898-99 trade was dull, and there was little incentive to sow. The 
current year's increase was an indication of the improved condition of the 
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cultivators and of brisker tr&de. The following are. the figures for the chief 
cotton-growing districts :-

DletrioL 1897-98. 1~98-99. ,. 1898-1900. 

Maunds. Maund •• Maund •. 
Nimar ••• 126,698 134,106 161,468 

Wardha 284,147 306,228 309,968 

NlIgJ'ur 140,764 163,533 177,404 

Chhindwa1'8, including Jagirs 50,276 49,146 58,406 

The exports of the p&st three years, from the 1st October up to the 
11th June, &re :-

, 

Ba1 .. ot8io~ 
DletrioL 

I I 1897-98. 1898-99. 1899-·1900. 

\ . -
Nerbudda Division ... ... ... . .. 48,116 48,581 31,828 

N sgpur Division ... ... ... ... 60,136 89,786 66,312 

-

The crop was very poor, but fortunately the market w&s brisk and exports 
were much larger in comparison with those of the two previous years than the 
outturn of the crop would have indicated. 

14. Til.-The expansion of the area under til, by 296,061 acres, or 58 
per cent., is one of the redeeming features of the season. The season favoured 
Bowing operations, both of the early and late varieties, and this induced culti
vators to place larger areas than usual under this crop. The difficulty experienced 

. in obtaining wheat and other expensive rnbi seed was a further stimulus in the 
same direction. The crop w&s poor, but the demand was good, and the very 
h6!lVY exports put some money into the cultivators' pockets. . 

The exports for the past three years, for the period 1st October to 11th June, 
have been :_ 0 

Year. I Bags of 21 Maund •• 

1897-98 ... ... ... . .. 518,895 

1898-99 ... ... ... .. . 426,102 

1899-1900 ... ... ... . .. • 783,776 

The iucreased export is very sl\tisfactory, even though it was partly drawn 
from reserved stocks. . 

15. Kodon and Kutlci.-The area under these hill millets remained 
prnctic¥ly unchanged. The crop was a poor one, surviving best in Chhattisgarh. 

16. Sugarcane.-The cultivation of sugarcane continues to decline; and 
this year the crop Wl\S poor. 

o Sugarcane never does well without a few heavy downpours in the rains. 
These it did not get. Moreover, in the majority of wells, water was insufficient 
for proper irr~tion, and much of the crop was, therefore, cut before its time, 
and produced Inferior gUT. 
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17. Other cl1Op8.-The figure. forth~se crop~ are contrasted below;-

Crop. '189'-98; 1898-99. 18118-1900. 

Acres. .... cres. Acres . 
Urad, Muug and Moth ... . .. . .. 522,906 1144,842 273,045 
Oastor ... ... . .. ... .. . . .. 317,961 363,508 243,283 
Ban (Hemp) ... ... ... ... ... 53,664 38,j67 42,963 
Groves and Orchardi ... ... . .. 45,826 ' 41,224 39,473' 
Garden ct:Ops •.. ... " .. . .. 0" 26,3~8 32,097 31,4~4 
Miscellaneous Food-crop~ ... ... '" 345,474 313,680 344,179 
Miscellaneous Non-food~rops ... ... 258.919 258,119 229,989 

. .. " ". , , 
, 

18, 'Rabi crops.-'-The follawinl1' table shows the areas under rabi during 
the past three years ;- r 

~-r-
lDC1'e88e or Decrease IDcrea.ae or Decreaae 
of l8W-1900 ~r;;. of 1891J-1900 F~ea 

Divl- over those of over \hose of 1 -98. 
do .. ' DIat;rtcL 189&-1900, 

Actu&I. 
I 

Per- , Actu&I. I" Per-.......... ceDtace • . 

11 

Be"""" .. .. ., .. ' . .. :!/6,32S BSS,149 301,384 - 36.785 -u + 28.041 + & " 
Damob .. ,. .. .. .. .. 189,967 2M.426 178,m - 25.463 -12 - 10,984 - 8 

Jubbulpore .. .. .. .. .. 5lIB,360 607p/O S78,80' - 1'19,072 -32 - 144.462 -28 

Mandla " .. .. .. .. .. 14I,574 134,324 83,712 - 511,51;2 - 40 - 5'1,802 - 40 

Soo.1 .. .. .. .. .. .. 239,470 285.781 248.692 - 37,089 -13 + 9,222 + 4 
" 

Total ., .. .. .. 1,369P/4 1,520,650 1~&I,Be9 - S!!8,951 -22 - 177JJ75 -15 , 
NarsiDghpur .. .. .. .. .. 254,789 BIfT.I51 - - <8,489' -18 + 31!/1l + 2 

~ 
Boaha.Da&bad .. .. .. .. . . ~ 637,998 503,413 - 34,684 ~ 6 + !8,Il8O + • 

" I""'" .. .. .. .. .. .. 43,810 80,087 1;\40 - 53,747 -88 - 38,470 -sa 
~ - .. .. .. .. .. .. 1- IlH.302 86,688 - 107,684 -66 - 77,8'0 -47 .. 
:z; . IK- .. .. .. 217,427 347,938 121,328 - l38,808 -51 - 911.000 ' -44 

Ohhlndwara 
Jae\rI .. .. .. 19,744 l6,397 ,15p/8 + 681 + 4 - 3,788 ~ 19 

-
I InolwllD. Jae\rI .. .. ],IM.MO 1,352,875 993,394 - 358,481 -37 - 171,248 -15 

Total 
., Bsclttdillll88in .. .. 1.144.896 1,'13'1,478 m.4l6 -- -37 - 167,480 -1< 

( Wardha .. .. .. .. .. .. 214,26l! 269,373 88,333 - 193,040 -74 - 147,9>9 - 8. , 
NBOPlU .. .. .. .. .. .. 485,708 523,309 

_I 
- 198,848 -38 - 181,347 -93 

.. l=darta" 
.. .. 341,487 - 180,806 - 67.779 -'D - 80,881 -25 

=J 
ObaDcIa 

~ 
.. .. 18,8¥ 17.ooa 17,062 - - + l2I + 1 

282,728 .--. - -.. IK- .. .. .. 342,8I2 141.488 - 141,282 -60 - 101",8 -42 
:z; BbaDcIara .. 

64,380 ZamiDdarta .. .. 72,!138 S2,S38 17.969 - - -78 - -76 

IKhalsa .. .. .. 78,879 119,4;5 37.7411 - 116.727 -78 - 48,831 -84 
Bbalaehai .. 

37.630 -70 15.165 -68 Zami.darta .. .. 37,0s4 38,619 11,919 - -
--

I ~olmllna ZamlDdarta .• 1,877,291 1,688.417 781.88< - 7711.75l1 -60 - 689,827 - ... 
Total 

.. Es:oludina' Zamlnd&rls .. 1,280,928 1,427,470 740,714 - 838,768 -48 - 620,21. -41 

.. !KhaIsa .. .. .. 481,1/19 6l!6,058 195,804 - 829,fiM -IS - aa;.57fi -58 
01 Baipur • .aoo .. ZamtDdarli .. .. 44",7 60,148 86.147 - , .... & -38 - -21 

I .. IKhalsa .. .. .. lIll8,868 819,631 180.900 - 138,881 -48 - 86,806 -ss 
BllaIpm 

8,008 
ill 

Zamtndarll .. .. 38,638 6',661 38,508 - 32,043 -48 - -21 

" IKha1.a .. .. .. 8,86i 11,840 M~1 - 11.,"" -71 - 5,250 - 81 

" 8o.mbalpur .. 
11.390 ZamlDclarla .. .. 8,633 10,297 3,l43 - 7,154 -70 - -63 

-
{IDC1udlDll;ZamiDdaria .. 828,00' 974,638 448,6.'~ - 5:!:5R10 -54 - STI .... -48 

Total 
Es:oludtllll Zamlndaria .. 738,588 868,520 379,865 - 478P14 -68 - 866,7Sl - 4& 

GR-AND {lDalUdtDIL Zamtndar1l .• '-737.fJ1/ 6,41'.486 8,4!!l.4l1) -1,tl99,0116 -37 -l,SI3,l97 -ill 
TOTAL. EzoludlDIL Zamtlldaril ... ,,612,0s4 5,lo.l37 3,289,684 -1,86S.44S -38 -:1,a22,4OO -37 

" 
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: 11 The shrinkage in'the south was mtioD-mor8,atarittgeniPthBn in .. ilhe lIOrth; 
the J ubbulpore and Nerbudda Divisions show a decrease of a qu~bq.t. thar 
N1lg'pul"'snd-Dhha&tisgat"fr-DivisiQns B decrease-oia half,- --_._-

After the recovery of the previous year, it is deplorable to nnd the current 
year's rabi area beloW'that·ofI896.c.97. ._--- --- .. ,- ------ ---

19. Wheat.-The areas under w:hea't and wheat· gram for the past three 
years 'are as follows :-' 

'* It 
Crop. 1897-98. 1898-99. 1899--1900. 

I'lt' .. .. ... , . 
. . Acres. Acres • .. •. ' AereS • ..,'1 

Wheat, •• ... ... ... .. . 1,570,726 1,792,484 1,078,938 
. - -----.-~-. , .. -. ". --- _., .-

744;84', 890,744 1--.. , Wheat-gram ... ... ... ... 
I 

• I 

Tots! ... . ... 2,315,571 2,683;228 .1.777,109 

, .... ., 
According to the accepted formula, the true area under wlleat would bo 

B8 shown below :-

1897-98 ... 

1898-99 .. 

1899-1900 

Year. ..!. ...... 

2,203,844 

,2,549,616 

1,672,893 

The current year's area is 34 per cent. less than the previous year's. 
The normal wheat area of the Central ,provinces is four million acres. In 

1896-91 the area shrank to less than two million acres, ·but in the preseilt yeat! 
it was even less •. Th~ decline is most marked in Nimur and Wardha, but the~r 
the normal area IS ummportant. 

. The season was very unfavourable to whest. The soil was d,ry, thei heall' 
above normal, and the usual dews did not fall. With so small a prospect of ~. 
successful crop many cultivators had left their nelds unsown;' Mandla is" the" 
only district which reports a normal outturn; elsewhere a normal outturnw~ 
impossible. . . • 

20. Gram.-The' ~ea under this pulse has also decli'ned by 185,43'3' 
acres, and on the whole' only half a normal outturn was got in. ," 

21. Linseed.-The-srea under linseed has also shrunk largely. Thearea-
returned is only a quarter of th€! average. The shrinkage is most marked in 
the important linseed.growing parts of Nagpur and Chhattisgarh. The area' 
under this crop during the Pllst three years is as under :-

1897-9,8 ... 

1898-99 ... 

1899-l'.106-

Year. I • Aorea. 

635,770 

766,578 

250,699 

The' outturns are : x.ery 1>oor throughout the Provinces. In Mllndla,r 
, where the rain in Jllnuary bene$ted the crop, the outturn is reported to be 70. 

No other distric~ reports even half a normnl crop; in Nimar and Wardha it was 
" complete fuilure. The.2uttmjn of the linseed 'crop is estimated this year at, 
only 4,~11 tons,: and representil only one-fourteellt1! of either the previous year's' 
crop ?r.?fth.e._~~~..." ' 
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II. The following statement shows the areas under peas, masur, and 
teori {lakh) :-

Crop. 1897-98. 1898-99. 1899 -1Il00. 

Acres. ACI'8B. Acre •• 

Peu ... ... ... .. . . .. 92,280 129,020 72,190 

Masur ... ... ... .. . . .. 188,534 180,353 132,203 

Teori (Iakh) ... ... ... ... 382,244.. 444406 164,923 

The decrease in area was accompanied by a fallure of the crops. 
• 23. These are the true features of a year of universal agricultural 

depression, which has annihilated the improvement that followed the famine of 
1897, and still fur.ther reduced the resources of the cultivators. 

24. The averag~ outturn (in the American notation) of all food stuffs was 
53 in 1896-97, and 100 in 1897-98. It has fallen to 35 in the year under 
report. This is a clear indication that the gravity of the present famine is far 
greater than it was in the famine of 1896-97-1897-98. 

25. Moreover, as the following table shows, the outturn of the year was 
only a quart.er of the normal outturn of all crops on their normal are&::-

Oattarn ""pressed Percentage by Out.tum of di8triot. 
which oropping lOO=normal out-Diotriot. in percentage of baa fellen below tum on normal normal crop. nonnal. area. 

, 
Bangor ... ... . .. . .. 48 -33 32 

Damoh ... ... ... .. . 59 -28 43 

.Tubbulpore ... ... ... ." 34 -27 25 

Mandla ... ... ... ... 50 -u 43 

Becni ... ... '" ... ... 47 -27 34 

Narsinghpur ... ... ... .. . 47 -19 38 

Boshangallad ... ... ... 39 -17 32 

Nim.ar ... ... ... ... .. . 17 -3 16 

BetuI ... ... ... . .. .. . 28 -30 20 

, { Khalsa ... ... 27 }. Chhindwara -4 26 
Jagira ... 29 • 

Wardha ... ... . .. .. . 34 -16 29 

Nagpur ... ... ... ... 37 -6 35 

... t Khalsa ... ... 33 I Chanda -18 27 
Zamindaris ... 21 

{ Khalsa ... ... 20 1 Bhandara -3lI 12 
... ZamindariB .... 13 I 
... { Khalsa ... ... 23 

} Balaghat -51 11 
ZamlndariB ... 23 
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Outturn expressed Peroentage by Outtum of distriat 

Districts. whioh cropping IOO-normal out-in peroentege of has fallen below tum OD. normal normal orop. normal. ...... 

{ Khalsa ... ... 26 

f 
Raipur -38 16 

Zammdaris ... 30 

, ... j Khalsa ... ... 25 

t Bilaspur -29 18 
Zamindaris ... 26 

1 Khalsa ... ... 40 
~ Sambalpur ... , - -2 39 

Zamindari. ... 42 J 
. 

Total for the Provinces ... '34 ,...24 26 

No.9. 

Note by 1/. G. Sly, Esq., Commissioner of 'settlements and Agriculture, on the 
Agricultural .:}tatistic8 of the Central Provinr,es for the year ending the 
31st lllay, 1901, dated Nagpur, the 20th August, 1901. 

This brief note on the crop areas and yields of the past agricultural year 
is based on special returns compiled in the Forms' B, C (1) and (2) and D (1) 
and (2) appended to tbe Chief Commissioner's Annual Resolution on the 
Revenue Administration of the Central Provinces. The crop statements have 
been re·cast in accordance with recent instructions, and, where possible, the 
figures of previous years have been revised in order to admit of true comparison, 
but in some few minor crops this' has not been possible. 

The returns relate to the same areas as those of the previous year with the 
exception of the addition of a few newly· settled ryotwari villages, which are of 
no importance except in Nimar. In portions of the districts of Chanda, Raipur, 
Bilaspur, and Sambalpur, in which the land record staff was employed upon 
settlement or map correction, the statistics are estimates only and not compiled 
from field inspection. 

2. The monsoon set in about the middle of June, and during that month 
gave good' rain in Raipur and Sambalpur, 

Rainfall. moderate min in Saugor, Seoni, Nimar, Chhind· 
warn, Nngpur, Chaflda, Balaghut, and Bilaspur, 

but only light showers elsewhere. In most of the northern di.tricts of the 
Province there was very little rain, and great anxiety prevailed in that part until 
the second week in July, when excellent general rain fell, the showers in the 
northern districts being particularly heavy. In the latter half of July the rain
fall was heavy in Saugor, Damoh, Na1'8inghpur, and Halaghat, and good showers 
fell in the remaining districts of the Province. The first week of August 
brought good rain to all the districts of the Nagpur and Nerbudda Divisions, 
and the falls were still heavier in the Jubbulpore and Chhattisgarh Divisions. 
In the second week of this month heavy rain fell over the whole of the Provinces. 
During the second half of the month the rainfull was light with short breaks in 
most of the districts of the Nerbudda and Nagpur Divisions, but was heavy over 
.. I mORt the whole of the J ubbulpore Division, Narsinghpur, and the Chhattisgarh 

.II: 
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country. 'D'uring ~hE1 ~r,~t-half of September heavy rain continued in Chhattis
garh and i~ J ~bb~re, Mandla, and Nimar ,and mo~e~:e to li&~t rain fell in 
the other distrICts of ,~he Jubbulpore and Nerbudda DIVISIOns. :Slight showers 
_only were received, in the Nagpur country. In the latter half of September 
continuous but moderate rain again fell in the Jnbbulpore Division, and there 
were more or less heavy falls in Chhattisgarh. In the Nagpur and Nerbudda 
Divisions slight showers fell in the third week, but were followed by heavy and 
continuous rain in the last week of that month. In the first half of October a 
cyclonic storm gave heavy rain in Raipur and Bilaspur, but with this exception 
the month was practically rainless and the monsoon withdrew unusual loy early, 
no rain being received in November. The rainfall was thus fairly sllitable for 
kharif crops. ' 

The rainfall in December was confined to the plateau and northern districts, 
but was unusually heavy. The weather during January was very unsettled and 
fairly general rain fell, the districts in the Jubbulpore and Nerbudda Divisions 
receidng moderate falls, and the Nagpur and "Chhattisgarh country light 
showers. Showery weather prevailed throughout the Provinces during 

"February, the fulls being heaviest in the Nagpur and Chhattisgarh Division~. 
::;howers were also registered in March, April, and May. The distribution of 
rainfall during the second half of the year was thus most unusual, no rain for 
the, most part being received-iii.-OctoDeF' anil"'November, whilst excep~onally 
he'Lvy showers fell in the following months. The conditions under which the 
rabi crops were sown were, therefore, not altogether favourable, and the subse-

,Auent heavy showers injured the craps ,when flowering and in ,the ear. The 
i"Provinces were visited by several hailstorms during the year. ~aking the 
, l'ro\':ince as a whole, the rainfall in the year averaged 55'46 inches, as compared 
'with 44'65, the nobal raihfall.' ' . , ',' -.' 

3. The season was generally a favourable one for kharif crops. Sowings 
were retarded in some districts, but the subsequent 

Character of the season. rainfall was sufficient. The outturn of rice was 
, " ,generally up to the average. Jubbulpore and 
Sambalpur reaped a bumper crop, whilst the outturn in the important rice 
districts of Raipur and Bilaspur was but little, if at all, below the average. 
Transplanted rice generally did better than broadcasted rice, but the crop did 

'not equal the normal in Seoni, Bhandara, and Chanda. J uar gave a fair yield 
everywhere, and was qUite up to the average in most of the important juar
growing tracts. The year was a, most favourable one for cotton, and the 

,yield was' generally a filII one. There seems but litte doubt that the district 
estimates are below the' mark. The outturn of til 'varied considerably from 

: distriCt to district; in, the important til-growing tracts of the north an average 
J harve,st was reaped, but in ChhiLttisgal'h it was somewhat below the normal. 
The smaller millets, kodon and kutki, which are important food-crops, gave a 
bumper yield in the north and an avera~e yield elsewhere. Arhar was the only 

. important kharif crop which did badly, oeing spoiled by rain at flowering time 
and by the attacks of caterpillars. The yieid was generally only half the 
'average, and was vllry small in ltaipur, Bilaspur, the Nagpur country, and the 
Nerbudda valley. • 

The rabi crops were singularly unequal. The conditions under which 
wheat was ,.Bown were not altogether ~vourable owing to the absence uf 
October r~n, ~ut. a good crop was anticipated until p~osp~c~s were injure~ ~Y 
the excessive ram lD January, February and March, Whlilh lDJured the gralD lD 
the ear and induced r.ust. The yield was about three-fourths of the normal, 
being better than this in the northern and plateau districts, but much worse in 

. the Nagpur.' country. Gram, fared still worse, principally owing to the attacks 
of caterpillars; the average :lIield :wa~ about half the normal, J ubbulpore, 
,Hoshangabad, and Raipur being even much below this. The yield, of linseed 
was also a poor one, being little better than one-third of the normal, the northern 
districts again doing better, whilst the crop was' almost a complete failure in 
the Nall:pur country. . 
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_, 4. Statement C (l).-The, statistics of the occupied ares, require somel 
explanation. Unless' forml!.lly relinquished" hol~-' 

Progre •• of cnltivation. ings left fallow are not struck off the records until 
- • Occupied area. they have been abandoned for a .period of two 

years. The abandonment of land is, therefo~e, 
often not recorded in the year in 'which it occurs, and it is probable that III 
some districts the statistics overstate the occupied area. This has risen from 
21,688,948 to 21,787,638, Or by 98,690 acres. The Jubbulpore, N erbudda, 
and Nagpur Divisions show increases over the figures of last year of 77,600" 
35,600, and 25,800 acres respectively; while the Chhattisgarh Division shows 
a decrease of 40,400 acres. In the J ubbulpore Division the districts of Mandla~ 
and Seoni show the largest increases. ' Of the Districts in the N erbudda 
Division the occupied area in Nimar has risen by 37,696 acres. The districts of 
Narsinghpur and Chhindwara (Khalsa) -show slight increases, while the 
area in ,Betul has fallen by some 15,000 acres. 

In'the Nagpur Division, the areas in Wardha, Nagpur, Chanda (Khalsa), 
BhandarI!. (Zamindaris), and Balaghat (Khalsa and Zamindaris) show an. 
increase, while the Chanda, Zamindaris, and the Khalsa portion .of Bhandara 
exhibit a decrease. 

In: the Chhattisgarh Division, the statistics are not reliable owing to map 
correction being in progress, but the decrease largely consists of holdings 
abandoned in the famine of IK96-97, which have now for the first time been 
struck off the records. It is not improbable that other holdings subsequently' 
abandoneil should be struck off. There is . ,some increase in Raipur (Khalsa),' 
Bilaspur (Zamindaris) and Sambalpnr (Khalsa ),whilst' the' decrease is in the 
Raipur Zamindaris, Bilaspur Khalsa and Sambalpur Zamindaris. The seyerity 
of the last famine has left its mark upon this Division. - . 

5. The area placed under crops in 1899-1900 was the,smallest recorded 
C d for years past, smaller than in the famine year, 

roppe area. of 1896-»7. The failure of the rains did not 
admit of sowing. The present figures show a small recovery of 480,13~ 
acres, or 3 per cent. 'To judge of the effect of the f,lmine, the present figures, 
should be compared with those of 18!)8-99, and this comparison shows a. 
falling-off of 560,120 acres, or 3jper cent. The sowing seasons w!lre fairly 
suitable, and this decrease must be ascribed to deterioration caused by the last 
faniine added to the fact that it was almost impossible in some districts to 
procure some grains for seed, notably rice, although there was money ready t(). 
purchase it. The fact that the 'decrease is not much larger is due to. th~ 
assistance tP"en to cultivators by agricultura' loans, and grants frolDi the 
Charitable Ii und: The effect of the rumine has vaned in d;fl'erent parts pJi th,~. 
Provinces. In the Jubbulpore Division there has been no backward step but, 
an advance, the area placed under crop been larger, than. in 1898-99. The, 
'N'erbudda and Nagpur Divisions are also nearly as well off in this respect as i~ 
that year. It is the Chhattisgarh Division which shows the most deterioration. 
in spite of the liberal famine relief, and these varying results are in accord with 
other ascertained facts of the comparative severity of the famine in the aifferent 
divisions. --

Taking the figures of' the year, the cropped area increased in all the 
divisions, save Chhattisgarh. The increase in the Jubbulpore, Nerbudda and 
Nagpur Divisions was 302,883, 183,664 and 4!s2,739 acres respectively. This 
increase is most marked in Jubbulpore, Seoni, Chhindwara (Khalsa), Wardha, 
Nagpul'" and Bhandara. (Khalsa and Zamindaris). The area in the Ch'lnda 
Zamindaris fdl by 62,000 acres. 

The Chhattisgnrh Division shows 'a decrease of 489,155 acres, which is 
common to all three districts, Khalsa and Zamindaris. Taking the year 

10666 Jrl 
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1895-96, which was a fairly n0nnal one, as a standard of 100, the decrease h&8 
been as follows:-

. District. 1898-99. 1899-1900. \900-1901. 

Raipur, Khalsa ... .. . ., . ... .. . .. . 99 94 I 91 

Bilaspur, Khalsa ... ... .. ... .. . ... 102 97 92 

Sambalpur, Khalsa ... ... ... ... .. . ... 110 105 91 

'Whilst this decrease is largely: due to deterioration caused by the famine of 
the previous year, a good deal of'it is accountEld for by an actual inabilitv to 
obtain rice seed by cultivators who had the means to purchase it, and a quick 
recovery is expected with good seasons. The cultivators who freely used Bengal 
rice for food had considerable mistrust of it for seed. 

6. The expansion of the cropped area in the Jubbulpore, Nerhudda and 
Current and old fallows. Nagpur Divisions has occasioned a contraction in 

. the area ufJder current fallows by 284,463, 145,937 
and 415,~89 acres, respectively. The area under current fallows in Chhattisgarh 
increased by 417,161 acres, but whilst the total fallow area in this division is 
probahly not far different from that recorded, there is most likely considerable 
error in the classification between old and new fallow . 

• 
The area under old fallow has increased by 59,185 acres in the Jubbulpore 

and by 31,578 acres in the Chattisgm-h Division. The decrease in the Nerbudda 
and Nagpur Divisions is 2,056 and 41,::20 acres respectively. Land not cropped 
in the two previous years has now been transferred from new to old fallow, and 
in some districts where this has been accompanied by an increase of the occupied 
area, it is reported that cultivators have not again cultivated fallow lands 
overrun with kan.~ (Sact:harum spontaneum), bnt havE' preferred the.easier task 
of breaking up waste land. . 

7. The double.cropped area rose from 164,.;67 to 959,739 acres. In the 

D bl Jubbulpore and Nerbudda Divisions tbe. double· 
ou e·croppmg. d' . f h f th croppe area 18 m excess 0 t e areas 0 e 

two preceding years. In the Nagpur Division the area far exceeds' that of 
1899-1900, but falls short by 7.,8,566 acres orthat of 1898-99. In the Raipur 
and Bilaspur districts, where double· cropping is important, the. area is in excess 
of that of thc preceding year. The amount of double·cropping largely 
depends upon the suitability of the rainfall, and dllring this year the 
conditions admitted of raising a khanf crop in the wheat lands of the 
northern districts and of putting down a second crop in the rice lands of 
Chhattisgarh. • 

8. Statement C (2).-In 1899-1900 the area' irrigated fell to a minimum 
I . t· owing to the ahsence of water. This vear has 
rrlga Ion. shown a recovery of 147,173 acres, but falls short 

of 1898-99 by 256,948 acres. Irrigation is comparatively unimportant in the 
Jubbulpore and Nerbudda Divisions, but it shows . signs of recovery to the 
normal standard. In the districts of the Nagpur Division, Chanda (~halsa 
and Zamindari) returns 86,501 acres less than in 1891'-99, the decrease III the 
Khalsa area being 75,830 acres. The other districts show inc\'eases over that 
of 1899-1900, but they are still short of the area of 1898:-99 excel~t Wardha, 
which shows an increase. The irrigated area in Chhattlsgarh (h.halsa a?d 
Zamindf1l'i I shows a decrease (\f 85 407 and 54,159 acres compared With 
18!l9-1900 Hnd 18H8-!l9, the decrea>e 'in Sambalpur being most marked. The 
explanation is that owing to the favourable rainfall during the year, irl'i[~lltion 
from tanks had but. in very few cases to be resorted to. 
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9. The number of plough.cattlehas still further decreased by 51,243 • 

Plough-cattle. . The decrease is observable in all the divisions: 
except Chhattisgarh, where. there is a slight 

increase of 250. The returns show a loss of over 200,000 plough. cattle, or 
8 per cent. during the last famine. 

----- 10. Statements [) (1) and D (2}.-I now come to the detailed crop 

Kharif crop •• statistics which show the distribution of the crops 
between the two seasons. The area of crops grown 

in the kharif season during 1900-01 exceeds that of the two previous years by 
301,680 and 42,076 acres, respectively. This for the most part represents real 
recovery, for it is accompanied by an increase of rabi cropping. The' need for a 
quick renewal of food supplies and the cheapness of the seed of most kharif crops 
lead to an expansion of kharif cultivation after a famine. The Jubbulpore, 
Nerbudda and Nagpur Divisions have contributed to the increase, the largest 
increase occurring in the J ubbulpore Division. The area under kharif crops in 
Chhattisgarh fell by 476,6113 acres, the decrease being principally under unirri
gated rice. The areas under the other principal crops, except tur and sugar
cane, show an increase. The expansion is most marked in th~ VI' ardha and 
Nagpur Districts, where an exceedingly large area was devoted to valuable 
cotton and juar crops, which i~ entirely satisfactory. The increase is to be 
regretted in some of the northern di~tricts where inferior kharif crops have ousted 
more valuable rabi. Betul shows the severity of its famine by the absence of 
recovery, short sowings being general amongst the aboriginal population ; a 
severe outbreak of cholera at sowing time also interfered with cultivation in that 
district. 

11. The ground lost in the famine has not yet been made up, the area 
Rice. being still short of the normal by about a million 

acres. The continuous rainfall at the time of 
sowing, and the scarcity of seed due to the failure of the crop last year, account 
for some ofthe decrease. The decrease is of most importance in the following 
districts, where the area sown with rice during the past three years is compared 
with that of 1895-96, which was a fairly normal yea~ aud is taken as a standttrd 
of 100:-

DUtriot. 
I 

1898-99. 
1

1899-1900. I 1900-01. 

Seonl ... 86 41 66 

Chanda, Khalsa 102 46 is 

{ Khalsa ••• 99 60 80 
Bhandara .•• . .. 

Zamindari ..• ~3 68 76 

{ Khalsa •.• 88 63 72 
Balaghat 

Zammdari ••• 74 i1 68 

{ Khalsa ..• 95 95 . 77 
Raipur ... 

Zamindari ••• 121 128 78 

{ Khalsa .•• 88 89 69 
Bilaapur 

Zammdar1 ... 105 106 92 

Sambalpur, Khalsa ... 109 105 92 

Chanda shows a most serious decline, the area under rice heing only half of 
the normal, and the decline in Balaghat has been large. The Chhsttisgll.rh 
Khalsa comes out badly, whilst the decrease is also important in Bhandara and 
Seani. 
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: A norm'al' yield' has been' reaped in most districts. In' Raipur' this was 
redu(!eiI to about !ths of the' normal owin~ to the use of old seed, thin, sowing, 
and careless weeding. The yield was also only about two-thirds of the normal 
in the important districts of Seoni, Chanda and Bhandara. 'The exports of rice 
up to date have amounted to the small quantity of 205,377 bags of 2! maunds; 
~o that the bulk of the crop has been reserved for the replenishment of stocks 
Bnd for seed. ' 

12. Of the kliarlf cr~ps, juar is next in importance to rice, nearly two-
Jnar thirds of it being grown as a mixture with arhar. 

. The area occupied by juar shows a large increase, 
but does not quite equal that of 1897-98., The amol]nt of seed requi,red is 
lJIDall, and, food -stocks are replenished by this crop earlier than by rabi. The 
increase,is large in the Jubbulpore, Nerbudda and Nagpur Divisions, while th~ 
~ea in, Chhattisgarh Division, where it is unimportsnt, contracted. Th~ 
ipcrease in the J ubbulpore Division amounts to 26,00P acres and occurs in the 
Saugor and Seoni districts." The area under juar in Nimar, where its prodl]ctiou 
is important, expanded lillightly. In the districts of the juar country proper, 
viz., Chhiudwara, Wardha and Nagpur, large increases are noticeable, and the, 
~utturn of the crop in these districts was good, beillg quite up to normal. Thjj 
area under juar-tur also increased in the Jubbulpore, Nerbudda and, Nagpur 
Divisions, but, decreased cOmliderably in the Chhattisga1'4 Division.' All the; 
districts of these three divisions show, an increase except Narsinghpul1, Betul 
!!ond Wardha, the largest increase being in Nagpur. The crop has yielded well 
in most districts, the exceptions being Mandla, Narsinghpur, Hoshangabad, 
Rhandara, Raipur and Bilaspur, where three-fourths of the normal was obtained. 

13. The area under these hill millets, which are important food-grains, 
Kodon and kutki has largely expanded in the Chhattisgarh Division, 

. the increase being 250,686 acres, or 39 per cent. 
Owing to the difficulty and expense of obtaining rice seed, much rice land waS 
put down to these inferior millets, so that much of the increase must be 
regarded as deterioration. Tbe increases in the Jubbulpore and Nagpur 
Divisions are 66,4;-X and 27,808 acres, respectively. The area in the N erbudda 
Division fell by 15,3711 acres, the largest decrease {13,OOO acres) occurring in 
Nimar. The outturn has been good, being a bumper one in seven and normal 
in all the remaining districts except, Narsinghpur, Hoshangabad and 'Bhandara, 
where the yield was about three-fourths of the normal. . 

14. The area sown with unmixed tur--throughout the Provinces shows a 

A h (T ) decrease of 37,000 acres, and this decrease is shared 
r ar nr. b -'I h d" f th p' b' Y "'-' t e IstrlCtS 0 ' e rOVlDces, ut 18 

specially markeJ in the Nerbudda Division. This crop is, however, mostly 
grown as a mixture with juar. cotton and kodon, under which mixtures 'there 
are large increases. The district ofNimar, which grew ~6,000 acres under this 
crop alone, devoted a much larger area to juar-tur and cotton-tur than in 
the previous yt'ar. The crop is of most importsnce in the Nagpur and 
Chhattisgarh Divisions, where there are large increases in it both sown alone 
and as a mixture. The outturn was generally poor, owi'ng to damage from 
exces~ive rain and caterpillars. In Raipur the crop p.ntirely failed, and the 
yield was only nominal in Bilaspur, Bhandara, Chanda, Wardha and Nimar. [n 
other districts it yielded about half the normal. 

15. In consequence of the relative cheapness of cotton seed, favourable 
'0 tt conditions at sowing time and good prices, a very 

o on. extensive-area was sown. Thl! area under cotton 
and its mixtures hss increased by 108,662 acres. This, increase was' most 
marked ill the large cotton-arowing districts of Nagpur, Wardha and Nimar. 
The year was most favourable"for cotton, 'and there can be no doubt that the 
yield was much understated,and that in most districts it was a bumper crop. 
In the tinal forecast of-last Decem),er-,,-the-y-ield-wttlt--estimate&-ej; 1~0;6J.6.l:Jale8 
of 400 Ibs., but the export.~ from the 1st December up to date have amoun:ed to 
2:11l,807 bales as compared with nO,liiO, 144,185 and 103,331 hales lD the 
correspondin~ period of the previous three years, Exports have thus been very 
heavy, and high prices have made cotton the most remunerative crop of the 
year. The profits of cotton cultivators must have been enormous. 
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IS. The ,area under til has. increased by 25,242 acres. ,.l,'his area, 
T"l however,. repr/lsents that . grown quril!g the ~ 

1 • " season.. .1.'he area devoted to ,this oilseed .. duriPIf 
the rabi sesson is included in the area under" Miscellaneous non-food crops. 
The 'area in the Jubbulpore; .Nerbudda and Nagpur Divisions has increased by 
56,991, 7,OSa and 10,842 acres, while the area in the Chhattisgarh Divisiolll fell 
by 49,654 acres. The season favoured sowing operations, but it, did not 
continue favourable and the abnormal heat of November did much injury. The 
early sown crop was fairly successful, but the' cold weather- til was sown under 
much difficulty owing to continuous rain. The yield was normal in most 

, districts, but was only three-fourths of the normal or less in Seoni, Narsinghpur, 
. Hoshangabad, Hetul and Wardha. The exports from the Jubbulpore Division 
correspond closely with those of the previous year. ,Those of the Nagpur 
Division increased by 25,QOO bags of 21 maunds, while thosc of the Nerbudda 
and Chhattisgarh Divisions show a considerable falling-off. Altogether the 
total e)tports have been comparatively small. 

17. The areas under castor, san (hemp) and mis.cellaneous food and nOn

Minor kharif crops. food crops have increased, while the areas under 
sugarcane, groves, orchards and garden crops have 

shrunk. A substantial export trade in hemp is springing up along the Great. 
Indian Penninsula Railway. . 

18. An increase of 973,623 acres in the rabi area has taken place, but'it 
Rab' is still far short of the area in 1898-99. In every 

1 crops. district except Saugor, Seoni and Hoshangabap, 
there has been an increase, the districts in which the increase is most marked 
being Jubbulpore, Mandla, Balaghat, Raipur and Bilaspur. The Jubbulpore 
Division shows much the best, the acreage being but little short of that of 1898-99, 
whilst the Nerbudda and Nagpur Divisions show a decrease of 23 per cent. since 
that year. The Na~pur country received compensation in the large area put 
down to cotton and Jusr, but this is not the case in the N erbudda Division. The 
unfortunate Hoshangabad district shows a still further declin'e even from the 
figures of the previous year. 

19. The area placed under wheat and wheat-gram amounted to 2,189,.108 
Wheat . acres and exceeded that of the previous year by 

. 411,481 acres. If the mixed crop is resolved 
according to the accepted formula, the area. under wheat is 2,018,290 acres, and 
is 24 per cent. above that of last year. Almost all districts have contributed to 
this recovery. But the area is still only half the normal precedi ng the famine 
cyole. To show the full decrease it is necessary to go back to 1891-92, which 
was a normal year. Taking this year as a standard of 100, the decrease in 
the important whest-growj.ng districts has been as follows :-

Diatriot. 1898-99. 1899-00. 1901Hl1. 

Haugor ... ... .. . ... ..•. ... \ 32 29 33 

Damoh ... ... ... .. . .., ... 36 35 42 

Jubbulpore ... ... ... . ... ... .. . 77 46 71 

Seoni ... ... ... . .. ... . .. ... 67 61 62 

Narsiughpur ... ... ... ... .. . ... 77 62 67 

Hoshan'1"bad ... ... ... ... ... 49 36 46 
• 

Chhindwal'a ... ... .. . ... ... .. . 89 44 55 

W'\l'dha' ... ... ... .. . ... .. . 62 9 29 

Nag!' ... .. , ... ... ... .. . ... 75 42 44 

Rail'llr (Khalss) ... ... ... . .. .. . 104, 79 95 

Bilaspur (Khalss) ... ... ... ... ... 125 103 98 
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. Wheat is not so' important in the' southern' districts,where it has largely' 
been replaced by valuable cotton and juar. Most of the northern districts show 
hopeful signs of recovery, but the decrease is still very serious .. 

The continuous rain during August and September interfered with the 
preparation of the Illnd, whilst the absence of October showers was unfavourable 
to sowings in some districts. Continued showers in the cold weather injured 
the. grain in the ear and induced rust. The year's yield has varied considerably 
from district to district. In the Jubbulpore and Nerbudda Divisions the 
outturn was generally but little below the. normal, and in some districts 
exceeded it. Wheat suffered severely in the Nagpur country, where the yield 
was only about half the normal, whilst in Chhattisgarh the outturn was about 
·three-fourths of the normal. . 

The export trade has been exceedingly dull, only 196,834 bags of 2! 
maunds having been exported up to date, which is not a third of the amount 
exported in good years. Mnch of the crop has been withheld from the market 
for the replenishment of stocks. 

20. The area sown with gram alone has risen by 118,353 acres, the 
P I cheapness of its seed compared with wheat being 

U Bas. in its favour. The crop suffered everywhere from 
excessive moisture and from caterpillars, the yield being only about half the 
the average. It did better than this in some northern district~, but the yield 
was very small in Jubbulpore,Hoshangabad, the Nagpur country and 
Chhattisgarh. 

The area under peas, masur and lakh (tiura) shows an improvement. The 
last-mentioned crop is generally sown as a second crop in Chhattisgarh, and 
1114,742 more acres have been so utilized this season. 

21. The area under linseed and linseed-gram amounted to 518,082 acres 
. and is in excess by 197,022 acres of that of the 

Linseed. . If h th prevIous year. , owever, e area grown. as a 
mixture is resolved into pure linseed, the area stands at 492,235 acres and 
exceeds that of the previous year by 185,302 acres. Tlie conditions under 
which it was sown were similar to those already described for wheat. 
Continued showers in the cold weather injured the crop at flowering time and 
induced rust. The yiel!! was about three-fourth~ of the normal except in the 
Nagpur country andChhattisgarh, where there was practiCally a complete 
failure. 

22. The area under tobacco, garden crops and miscellaneous food crops 
Oth b' exceeds that of the previous year. The area under 

er ra I crops. miscellaneous non.food crops, however, shows a 
falling·off of some 52,000 acres. 

23; This examination of the agricultural statistics of the past year, 

G J R k 
following upon a famine of unprecedented severity, 

anera emar B. • fi l' f th th d ter' t' h t gIves cause or re Ie at e e lOra Ion as no 
been worse than that now found. There has been but little abandonment by 
cultivators of their holdings and the occupied area IS as large as it has ever 
been, a decrease iu Chhattisgarh being more than counterbalanced by an increase 
elsewhere. The area sown with crops is only 3~ per cent. less than that 
sown prior to the last famine. The Jubbulpore Division has, indeed, done 
better than before the famine and it i~ again the Chhattisgarh Division which 
shows most deterioration. There is a considerable recovery in double.cropping 
throughout the Provinces. And this improvement has been effected although 
there has been a serious loss of plough-cattle. .The less valuable kharif crops 
still displace the more valuable rabi in the northern districts, but there are signs 
that this form of deterioration is now arrested, whilst the expansion of cotton -
and juar ill the Nagpur country is not a cause for regret. The year was 
generally up to the average, and perhaps above it in the northern districts. 
The khnrif crops, with the exception of tur, generally gave an average yield, 
whilAt 1J1e valuable cotton crop was above the averaO'e. The northern half of 
!.he Provinces, with the unfortunate exception of the lIoshangabad district, also 
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reaped a fairly good wheat crop, and fuir gram and linseed crops. The rabi 
was extremely poor in the Nagpur country, but this was more than counter
balanced by the excellent cotton. The Chhattisgarh Division has fared worse; 
the season was favourable for rice, but the yield was reduced by the use of old 
or foreign seed and by insufficient weeding; the tur crop practically fuiled ; 
and wheat was the only rabi crop that g'tve a fair outturn, the pulses being 
very poor indep.d. And it must be remembered that these yields have only 
been obtained over much contracted areas. 

SUSPENSION AND REMISSION OF LAND REVENUE_ 

No. 10. 

Circular Letter from R. H. Craddock, F:sq., I.C.S., Famine Secretary 10 the 
Chi~l Commissioner, Central Provinces, to all Cummissioners, Central 
"rovinces, Nu. P. i80, dated Nagpur, the 20th December, 1899. 

o I am directed to address you with reference to the suspension or remission 
of land revenue which may be necessitated by the present famine. It is 
essential that early orders should issue for the information both of the people 
and of the revenue officers with reference to the collection or suspension of the 
first kist The decision as between collection and suspension must be made 
immediately; the decision as between suspension and remission can be made at 
lEJi,sure when more detailed information is available. 

J 2. It is, however, impossible for the Officiating Cbief Commissioner to 
issue any general orders applicable to the whole Province, as the circumstances 
of the various di~tricts differ so greatly, not only as regards the crops just 
harvested, but also in respect to the recent history of the districts and the 
pressure of the revenue assessments. Wherever rice is the mo.t important crop 
of the khurif harvest and has failed totally, an immediate and liberal measure of 
suspension appears to be necessary, and such small yields of the less marketable 
millets IlS may have been reaped will hardly affect the case. They will be 
needed for the food and seed supply of the cultivators. On the other hand, in 
districts where juar, cotton, tur, and til are the principal crops of the kharif 
season, it is probable that collection may be made, if not of the whole kist, at 
least of a fractional share of it. . 

3. One of the chief difficulties which surround the question is the extreme 
unevenness of the outturns. If every man reaped a six-anna crop (45 per cent. 
under the new notation), it might be fair to collect, say, a quarter of the rent 
and revenue due; but if the all-round outturn of six annas resulted from the 
fact that half the cultivators get in 75 per cent. and half only 15 per cent. of 
the normal outturn, it is obvious that a general order as to tile proportion to he 
collected must be quite unfair. In these circumstances the nature of the order 
passed must depend upon the distribution of the areas which have yielded a crop 
of sufficient amount to justify the realization of rent. If in a large tract there 
has been general ftlilure, but a few villages or a few fields have yielded a 
moderate outturn, it is not worth while to exclude them from the general 
orders at the cost of the delay and general uncertainty which must be involved 
before fnir differentiation can be made. In the same way, if the failure is 
exceptiDnal, and the bulk of a tract has yielded enou~h to warrant the payment 
of some rent and revenue, the general orders issued must be applicable to the 
tract as a whole, the particular exceptions being left for later concessions as 
details become known. . 

4. The Officiating Ohief. Commissioner beHaves that in most districts 
there will be well-defined agricultural tracts, e.g., rice tracts BIld juRor tracts, 

l058e L 
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which can be differentiated, in the general orders which are made applicable to 
them, without detailed investigation; and, for the reasons stated above, even in 
cases where ultimate remission is highly probable, he prefers suspension in the 
first instance. If subsequent investigation shows that too liberal a su"pension 
has been granted in the case of a village or tract than the circumstances 
warranted, the fact can be considered when the collection or .remission of the 
suspended revenue comes up for decision. 

5. In determining what, if any, fractional share of the first kist ought to 
be collected in any tract the past history of the tract must receive due weight. 
For instance, in Sambalpur, or parts of Nimar, which have enjoyed pre,·ious 
good years, or are paying a low revenUIl, and were not much affected in the 
past famine, the same liberality is not required as in distI'icts like Balaghat or 
Betu!. A recent enhancement of the revenue demand is also a fact to be 
considered. It is better to be more liberal in the year of stress and collect the 
new revenue afterwards with regularity than to impose too severe a burden now 
a.nd afterwards hamper the working of the ;-evised settlement. 

6. Furthermore, in estimating the share of the kist which may be levied 
a.s judged by the amount of the outturn, it must be remembered that we are not 
dealing with a crop failure which has occurred once in a way among a series of 
normal years, but with a failure which fa.lls for the most part on people 
suffering from a£ricultural depression in various degrees of intensity. !n the 
Katol Tahsil of .Nagpur, the Arvi Tahsil of Wardha, or the Dhamtari Tahsil of 
Raipur, it might be possible to demand a larger share of the revenue in 
proportion to outturn than would be fair in the Umrer, Hinganghat, and 
Simgah Tahsils of the same districts. In the standing orders relating to 
suspension of revenue contained in Revenue Book Circular 1-9, it is indicated 
for general guidance that an all-round four-anna crop (30 according to new 
notation) justifies the levy of the full rent. This norma.l percentage a.ppJies to 

·occasional fields in which crops have been damaged by hail. But for widespread, 
calamities, especially where they have followed previous failures, the scale must, 
the Officiating Chief Commissioner thinks, be much more liberal tha.n this. 
And the scale adopted must be a.djusted to the needs of each well-defined 
locality on the lines roughly indicated in this letter. 

7. As the matter is one of urgency, Mr. Fraser desires that Commissioners 
will indicate to him as early as possible the general suspensions which they 
would at' once authorise, discretion being given them to make further local 
concessions at greater leisure. We must remember that, on the one hand, the 
expenditure incurred on famine relief which falls on imperial funds is on an 
unprecedented scale, a.nd that revenue which can be reasonably demanded should 
not lightly be foregone; while, on the other hand, it is most desirable not to 
deprive cultivators of the small resources which they may have for maintenance 
until a good food supply can be obtained, and for seed for the next sowing 
season. It has also to be borne in mind that undue pressure now by landlords 
for rent might force cultivators to sell plough-bullocks which they will urgently 
need later on. 

S. The orders given above relate solely' to the first instalment. As 
regards the second instalment, although it is practically certain in the case of 
some districts that the rabi outturn will be quite inappreciable, there are other 
districts in which rain at the close of this month or early in January would 
materially alter the position for the better. It is unnecessary therefore a.t 
present to make a.ny decision about the second instalment. This can be done at 
leisure. But it- is incumbent on all Deputy Commissioners through the Circle 
Officers and Land Record Staff to obtain as early information as possible in 
detail as to areas and outturns of the crops of both· seasons. This information 
will enable the Chief Commissioner to come to a decision better as to the 
necessity of remission of any portion of the first instalment and as to the orders 
to be passed in respect of the second instalment. 



CENTRAL PROVINCES. 77 

No. 11. 

Circular Letter from R. H. Cradd~ck, Esq., I.C.S., Famine Secretary to the 
Chief Commissioner, Central Provinces, to all Commissioners and Deputy 
Commissioners, Central Provinces, No. F. 44, dated Nagpur, the 26th 
February, 1900. 

I am directed to address you in continuation of Famine Circular No. 36, 
dated the 20th December, 1899, on the subject of the susp'ension and remission 
of laud revenue necessitated by the famine. 

The previous c;ircular provided for the prompt suspension of the first 
instalmeut whp.rever general information without minute differentiation showed 
such a course to be necessary; and in the 'last paragraph it directed general 
inquiry in order that materials might be availahle in time for 10. decision as to ehe 
second instalment. 

2. Some instructions recently issued by the Ccmmissioner of Jubbulpore 
to his Deputy Commissioners were recently forwarded to the other .commissioJ?ers 
fur information, and these instructions (which have been since slightly amplified 
by Mr. Fuller) have now been printed and are appended to this circular. With 
such modifications as local circumstances may show to be necessary, they will 
be found most useful as a guide to the framing of proposals. 

3. The main principle to which the Officiating Chief Commissioner 
attaches importance is that the total revenue demand of the year should be 
considered as a whole. The instalments which were proper at the time that the 
settlement was announcold may have become unsuitable since, owing to changes 
in cropping during recent years, and this disturbing element will be eliminated 
by considering the marketable crops as a whole and the revenue of the year as a. . 
whole. 

4. The arithmetical check, indicated by Mr. Fuller, by comparison of the 
. figure of production of the year with the normal figures of production will be a 
useful aid to conclusions on general grounds. In cases where the cropped area 
of the season was normal or nearly normal the comparison can be made with 
the normal outtum of the cropped area of the year. In other cases, as, for 
instance, iu the rice districts of Bhandara, Chanda and Balaghat, where the area 
of transplauted rice has shrunk into insignificance, it must be made with the 
normal outturn of the cropped area of the year preceding; and in a district like 
Hashangabad; where deterioration has gone on for several years, the comparrison 
must be made·with the area under the chief crops at the last settlement. 

5. When it has been indicated in this manner what amount of the total 
demand it is fair to take, the next step will be to deduct from this amonnt the 
amount out of the first instalment which it has been decided to collect; the 
balance will be the demand on account of the second instalment. In ull villages 
where the kharif crop was a total failure and the rabi crops have also failerl. 01" 

are quite insignificant, these calculations will of course not be needed. 

In order to afford information as to the financial, as distinguished from the 
revenue, year which the concessions affect it will be convenient if the proposals 
are put into the following form :-

First Second Amount to Bal ..... Amount Balance 
ki.t, kist, Total be realised to be already (oo\. 6-oo\.7) 

.Obttriot. FinanoiaJ. Finsnoial both onaooouut. suspended suspended = amount of 
yon. year kists. of on account on aocount second kist 

1899-1900, 1900-1901, both kist.!, of both kist.!, of fint kist. suspended. 

1 2 S 
I 

i 6 6 7 8 
• 

10668 LI 
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It must be understood that cesses are to be kept quite distinct from land 
revenue, and should not be shown in this table at all. 

6. As was stated in the previous circular, the Officiating Chief 
Commissioner desired that all revenue which it was not decided to collect should 
in the first instance be suspended. This decision must also hold good as regards 
the second instalment. By this Mr. Fraser does not wish it to be understood 
that he contemplates the ultimate collection of suspended revenue in all cases, 
but he does not wish remission proposals to be sent up to him piecemeal. The 
immediate duty is to decide what sum to attempt to collect in the current 
revenue year; this is quite a di"tinct matter from the. sum which is to be finally 
remitted. It is not unlikely that the sum proposed for remission will be large, 
and that a reference to the Government of India will pBove necessary. It ifl 
essential, therefore, that the question of remission should be separately considered 
after the current year's demand' has been decided. It will be necessary to 
dmsider each district on its merits. There are already arrears of the last 
famine and subsequent years outstanding which must be included in the reference, 
and the Officiating Chief Commissioner does not desire that the current year's 
demand should be complicated by consideration of the larger question. 

, 7. Mr. Fuller has fixed the 1st of April as the date by which 
recommen(lations in regard to the current year should be sent in by Deputy 
Commissioners in his Division. This date will be equally suitable elsewhere. 
Commissioners should, after considering the district recommendations, send in a 
consolidated report for t.heir Divisions, which should reach the Secretariat by 
the 15th of April. 

8. The larger question of remission can conveniently be taken up in the 
rains. The revenue accounts of each district will have to be considered for 
several years back, namely, since 1894-95, their past treatment and history 
being contrasted with reference to the pressure of the demand, the re-settlement, 
if any, which has taken place or is about to be effected, the extent of arrears 
outstanding of suspended and unsuspended revenue, the suspensions of the 
current reyenue year. Upon a consideration of all these circumstances win 
depend the decision of, the amount of remission to be given, so far as a decision 
can be made independently ofthe character of future harvests. The information 
required can be summarised in a statement showing for each year from 1894-95 
to 1899-1900, both inclusive, the following particulars :-

(1) Revenueyear. 

(2) The current demand (Land Revenue on the Roll only). 

( 3) Actual col1ections~ 
(a) On' current account. 
(b) On arrear account. 
Jc) Total. 

(4) The cropped area, percentage of normal (the area of1893-94 . 100 
normal). 

(5) The outturn (100=normal). 

( 6) P . f d I Oolumn (4) • Column (5) roportion 0 pro uce to norma 1110. 

(7) Percentage of total collection [Column (3) (c)] to current 
demand [Column 2]. 

(8) Arrears-
(i) Already remitted. 

(ii) Suspended. 
(iii) U nsuspended. 

9. A careful examination of the past history, of which the salient featnres 
will be shown in the above statement, will greatly facilitate the decision as to 
the extent of remission to he allowed, and will lend support where support is 
needed to liberality of treatment. Mr. Fraser does not desire in any way to 
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anticipate a decision by statin 0' at this stage what his personal views on the 
subject are. It is for Deputy CommisRioners and Commissioners to make th .. .ir 
recommendations as to what conce~sions they believe necessary, and these 
r .. ,commendations will receive the Officiating Chief Commissioner's most careful 
~onsideration. 

10. Land revenue not on the roIl, which is now practicaIIy all revenue 
.dne from ryotwari villages, does not require such detailed examination, and 
proposals regarding suspension, remission, or colIection of arrears may be sub· 
mitted from time to time in the Revenue Department. As regards the current 
revenue year Commissioners are authorised to order such suspensions as they 
think fit. They should report for information, in replying to this reference, 
what action they haye taken and the amounts suspended. MisceIIaneous land 
revenue has no concern with the present reference. 

11. One more point remains-the c01'lection of cesses. Standing orders 
Are that cesses and revenue must go together, and when it is merely a questibn 
of a few isolated remissions here and there on account of local calamities, this is 
the best and simplest principle to follow. But these cesses are devoted to 
~ertain objects, and though they may be suspended or remitted, the eJ>:penditure 
on those objects cannot be similarly suspended or retrenched: The several 
District Funds and the Provincial Patwari fund cannot close business, because 
the cesses on which they depend are not collected. As regards the current year 
it is best not to complicate the situation by demanding cesses and separating 
them from revenue, but it may well be decided to col1ect the cesses later on, 
-even though the revenue be remitted. It is the same thing in the end whether 
Local Funds are replenished by cesses, or whether, an equivalent sum being 
·coIIected and credited as land revenue, Provincial revenues have to come to the 
assistance of the Local Funds, and recoup the loss incurred in uncoIIected cesses ; 
but if this aid has in any case to be given it is better that it should, if possible, 
be given by collection of cesses directly. 

In the case of cesses the detailed statement required by paragraph 8 in 
respect of land revenue is not necessary. All that is needed is a statement 
ilhowing :-

(1) 

(2) 
(3) 

Outstandings at the commencement of the revenue year 1899· 
1900 with the year on account of which they are due, for

(a) Settlement cesses. 
(b) Additional rates. 
( c) Malguzari patwari cess. 

The demand of the revenue year 1899·1900. 

The amount suspended for the sa~e year. 

Enclosure in No. 11. 

Letter from J. B. Fuller, E$q., I.e.s., C.I.E., Comm~$ioner, Jubbulpore 
])iv~ion, to the Deputy Comm~siQners, Jubbl,zpore Division, No. C. 100, 
dated Camp Bilthara, the 27th January, 1900. 

With the general approval of the Chief Commissioner, I have the honour 
to addreRs you as follows in regard to the. proposals to be submitted for the 
collection or remission of this year's land revenue. 

2. It has been decided by the Chief Commissioner that so far as the 
kharif kist is concerned, nothing beyond suspension will be ordered. Whatever 
trouble may have been taken, the information on which your proposals in 
regard to this kist were based cannot have been complete. 

3. The task is now before us of formulating final proposals for the year's 
land revenue as a whole. Having regard to the abrupt cL..llges of soil which 
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generally characterize these Provinces, and to the extraordinarily uneven distri
bution of'last monsoon's rainfall, I do not think that generally proposals will be 
satisfactory unless they are drawn up mauzawar. But where crops have failed 
altogether over a considerable and well-defined tract of country all villages 
included in the tract may be dealt with together, and in this case thc!se 
in~tructions will not apply. 

4. The first point to be considered is loss of cropped area since the year 
in which the present assessment was framed. For each village for which a. 
Buspension of' total revenue is not obviously justifiable, there should be 
ca.lculated the percentage of the current season's cropped area on the cropped 
area of the year of settlement, excluding from both totals, as non-revenue paying, 
the area ~nder kodon-kutki and grass-birs. When the p,~rcentage is as low as 
80, that IS to say, Iwhen there has been a fall of as much as 20 per cent., it will 
generally be fair to reduce the rEl'Venue in proportion to such fall before con
sidering the character of this season's harvests. Thus, if the cropped area of 
settlement was 593 acres and the present area is 420 acres, the percentage 
would be 71, and a revenue of Rs. 500 would be taken as Rs. 355 (for Saugor, 
Damoh and Jubbulpore only). But such a calculation will not, of course, be 
necessary in the case of villages, the revenue of which was abated last year, or 
will be abated with effect from the commencement of the current year. In 
their case the abated revenue will be taken as the full revenue payable. 

5. In considering the revenue-paying capacity of this season's harvests, 
we need hardly concern ourselves with all crops, but merely with those which 
are sold to pay rent. These may be classified according to the way in which 
they have yielded or promise to yield this year, as-

1. Rice. 
2. Juar alone or with arhar. 
3. Cotton (with or without arhar), til and hemp. 
4. Ramtilli (or jagni). 
5. Pulses (arhar, mung, urad). 
6. All rabi crops except masur and linseed. 
7. Masur and linseed. 

But this list is only meant to be suggestive. It may be that the kharif 
pulses are hardly worth considering, or, that where linseed hasfuiled, masur 
has in your district not failed also. In the case of some villages which grow 
nothing but the small millets (kodon and kutki) it may be necessary to take 
them into account. But they are grown for food, not for sale, and I doubt 
whether they should be included. 

6. For each Village frqm which any revenue can be collect.ed a line of 
figures should be given showing the area under its revenue-paying crops 
(c1as8ed in some such fashion as above) and below this line a second line 
showing in red ink the estimated outturn in American notation for each of' 
these crops. To arrive at the outturn estimates is, of course, the most difficult 
part of the business. The villages should be listed by Patwaris' Circles and 
marked differences between the estimates of one village and of those near it 
should be looked into. I fear that there is an impression amongst the people 
that in the matter of revenue susp~nsion or remission they are very much at 
the mercy of the Patwaris and Inspectors. The estimates which are sent in 
will, of course, be checked by the local knowledge of yourself and your 
Assistants und TahRildars. Useful information will also be OftI'll obtainable 
from the Civil Surgeon and the District Superintendent of Police. 

7. The two lines of figures taken with the percentage of total cropping 
will givt' you something definite to go upon in deciding what revenue should be 
collected. ]<'or myself I should like to assist my judgment by some such 
calculations as are prescribed by Revenue Book Circular 1-9 for the suspension 
of revenue in cases of hailstorms. That is to say, I would compare the sum of
the areas multiplied by the outturn figures with the sum of the areas multiplied 
by 100. But in making this calculation one important condition should not 
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be lost sight of, namely, that when the outturn of a crop falis below a. certain 
quantity no rent-paying surplus is left, and indeed the seed sown may not be 
recovered, but that when the outtum exceeds this quantity, the rent-paying 
sm:plus increases in a much higher proportion than the increase in outturn. 
The less are the present resources of the people, the more important does this 
condition become. I think that it might be met bV omitting from the calcula
tion all outturn figures amounting to only 30 or less, and by deducting 10 from 
all outturn figures between 30 and 60 (both exclusive) _ Thus if the areas Bud 
outturns were as below-

'1 Rice. I Til. I Bahi. 

200 50 100 

25 120 50 

the calculation would be 200 x 0 + 50 x 120 + 100 x 40 -- 10,000 (for 
this year) compared to 350 x 100 = ~5,000 (as the standard). To allow for 
loss in cropping (when such loss amounts to 20 per cent.) the standard figure 
would be raised in proportion: thus, if in this case the cropped area was 80 per 

cent_ of the settlement area the figures 35,000 
• i.e., be multiplied by 100 would be raised" to 47,5UO and the fraction of the 

and divided by 80. revenue demandable would be tH lbs. or 21 per 
cent. Where the harvest is a fair one some allow

ance should be made for the profits which will result from this season's high 
priceR, and for instance an 85 per cent. or 90 per cent. crop can certainly be 
taken as equivalent to the av~rage_ I repeat that if you adopt such calculations 
as these as a guide to your judgment it would be unnecessary to make them, or 
even to record this seasun's crop areas or outturns, in the case of villages which 
lie in a tract of which the whole revenue will be suspended, as for instance a 
rice tract which has gathered less than a 3-anna crop. 

8. The form in which the mauzawar list would be prepared would be 
such as the following :-

~:1 Orop Areal Bnd OUtturD8 1699-1900. 

f 
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~ 
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Ra. Ra. Ba. n.. 
911 Ba.m.PUl' .. 80 .. 950 10 to - 6 66 10 40.000 

1 100 

x- I 
r~ 

80 420 120 
80 = 16 

::: 60,000 
per cent. 

!lIS B5 106 - 100 110 16 8,860 J 

If you decide to make no use of arithmetical calculations column 11 would 
be omitted. • 

9. I have included a column to show the proportionate amount of rental 
the. malguz9.1' will be entitled to collect. This will be entered up after the 
return of the statement. Experience has shown the importance of expedition 
in informing malguzars of the share of the rental they are to collect, and as 
800n as this is settllld, each malguzar should be informed of the amount bV 
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notice and be called on to communicate to the Inspector or Patwari the details 
of its distribution amongst his tenants. This distribution must be shown in 
the jamabandi to be filed in July, and if the malguzar does not prepare and file 
a list he should sign the jamabandi. Unless there is precision in this matter, 
the rental accounts fall into great confusion. It is to facilitate the calculation 
of the rental due for collection that provision has been.made for showinO" (in 
column 13) the proportion of revenue to be realised. '" 

10. Villages should be arranged in the statement by revenue inspector's 
circles or by settlement groups. Totals should be struck for each circle or 
group, and should be shown in your forwarding letter. 

11. Rents fall due on the 1st Mayor earlier, and it is of the utmost 
importance that the people should know what is expected of them in time to 
perform it. The rabi crops are this year much more forward than usual, and 
by the end of February it should be possible to frame as reliable an estimate 
of their outturn as could be arrived at without very numerous crop experiments. 
The statement should reach me by the 1st April at latest. It may be submitted 
in vernacular, but should, of course, be fully commented upon in your 
forwarding letter. 

12. In forming your conclusions you will, of course, bear in mind that 
while on the one hand Government can afford to abandon no revenue to which 
it is fairly entitled, on the other hand, to exact money from impoverished 
tenants, who cannot pay it witbout trenching on their food supplies, may very 
possibly entail its redistribution to them in the fornl of famine relief. This is 
esp~ial1y the case in localities where there is no sharp distinction between the 
cultivating and the labouring c1as~es, as in the case of Gond villages. 

13. In writing of revenue as to be suspended I do not, of coy-rse, mean to 
imply that any decision has been arrived at in favour of suspension as opposed 
to remission. I merely wish to avoid any appearance of anticipating the 
Chief Commissioner's orders. . . 

No. 12. 

Letter jr,)m T. W. Holderness, Esq., C.S.I., Secretary to the Government of 
India, Department oj Revenue and Agriculture, to the Honourable the Chief 

. Comrmssioner nj the Central Provinces, No. 1175 F., dated Simla, the 
6th June, 1900. 

With reference to the circular instructions cited in the margin, which you 
No. F. 36, dated 20th Decem- have issued on the subject of suspension of the 

ber,1899. land-revenue demand, I am directed to request 
No. F. 44, dated 26th Feb- that the Government of India may receive at an 

rnary. 1900. early date a short report as to the suspensions of 
land-revenue already made ill consequence of the present scarcity and the 
further suspensions likely to be made. The question to what extent the, 
suspensions will be convertpd into remissions will, it is assumed, be kept over 
until the stress of the famine is uver and a reasonable forecast of the next 
agricultural season can be made. 

2. I am to invite attention to the paragraphs marginally given of the 
. Land Revenue Administration Report of the 
Report"1896-91. paragraph Punjab for 1896-97 and 1898-99 on the subject 

I~R~~~t~t896-99. of differenti~ting be~ween well-t?-do and n~edy 
'Resolntion, paragraph 8. landholders III granting or refuslllg suspensIOns. 
'Report, pages 39, ~o. and to ask what course has been pursued in the 
,Extracts from DIstrict Reo Central Provinces. 

ports, Part r., pages 19, 20. 
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The Government of India wish to know 011 what principle suspensions 
have been granted, and whether the determining factor in the case of each 
estate has been the ascertained extent to which the crop has failed, or the ability 
of the proprietor to pay the land, revenue from other resources. 

No. 13. 
Letter from R. ll. Craddock, Esq., T. C. S., Chief Secretary to the Chief Commis

sioner, r:entral Prot,jnces, to the Secretary.! to the Got'ernment of India, Reve7l!te 
and Agriculture Department, Simla, No. P-1682, dated Nagpur, the 
27th June, 1900. ----- " I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. lli5-F, dated 

the 6th June, 1900, and to submit the following reply. 
2. The two Circulars addressed to local officers on the subject of suspension 

of revenue, Nos. F-36 and F-44, dated respectively the 20th December, 1899 and 
the 26th February, 1900, are already before the Government of India, and I am 
to attach a statement showing the amount of revenue suspended in each dis~rict 
as the result of the inquiries carried out in accordance with the orders contamed 
therein. This statement deals only with the land revenue actually on the roll, 
that is to say, the fixed demand payable by Malguzars and Zamindars. Action 
taken in respect of ryotwari villages will be referred to separately at the close of 
this letter. 

" 3. The two factors which most influence the principles on which revenue 
has to be suspended in the face of It calamity like the present are, first, that under
the tenancy law of the Province a suspension or remission of land revenue must 
precede a suspension or remission of rent; and, secondly, that great promptness; 

.. -_ilt.essential if the fnll benefits are to be derived from the suspension. Theoretically t
no doubt, the proper method of procedure would be to enquire into each tenant's 
capacity to pay his rent with reference both to the actual crops reaped and ro. 
other independent resurces which he might possess, add up for each village the·· 
total rental realizable, and demand the corresponding revenue from the landlord. 
This would be possible where a few isolated villages had been l"8.vaged by locusts., 
or damaIYed by hail; but it is practically impossible where the whole country 
side has ~en stricken by drought; and it becomes doubly impossible when th~ 
energies of the whole revenue staff are concentrated upon famine relief. The 
time taken in enquiries so minute would be so great that the date for a decision 
would have passed long before the enquiries were complete. In such matters 
delays must be avoided at all costs. 

4. In these circumstances capacity to pay independently of the crop must 
be disregarded so far as individuals are concerned. The Malguiar may be rich, 
but if we demand his revenue in fnll on this account, we cannot order him to 
suspend the rents due by his tenants, and he will have a free hand to harass them 

. as he chooses, In order to protect them we must give him relief.. To secure 
suspension of rent, we must grant suspension of revenue. It is the necessity of' 

)he tenants with which we have really to deal. Great masses of these have been" 
seyerely stricken in the present calamity. There are some, no doubt, who could; 
pay their rent independently of their crops ; but (as has been said above) to
differentiate would necessitate inquiries which i~ is impossible to make. While 
however it is impossible to 6..'{tend inquiries into the capacity of each individual 
to pay independently of his cr.Jp, this consideration may be given some weight. 
when it applies to a tract of country. In Nimar and Sambalpur for instance the 
people have enjoyed sufficiently prosperous years in the past to be able to pay 
a larger, share of their revenue than could have been demanded had preceding 
seasons been as bad as elsewhere in the Province . 

• 1. With these preliminary observations I am to turn to a consideration of 
thll orders issued, and the action actually taken. The first Circular, F.36 of the 
20th December, 1899, called for very eurly and general proposals regarding the 
first kist due in February, 1900. The rents leviable on account of it feil Que in 
January, and it was most important that such suspension as was plainly necessary 
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should be announced at once, leaving any detailed differentiation by villages to be 
made subsequently and given effect to when the second instalment fell due. The 
ani,}' differentiation enjoined by this Circular related to differences in crop outtUrTtS 
which could be easily distingtVshed over homogeneous tracts of country; and in 
determining the amount of the concession to be allowed regard was to be paid to 
such considerntions as past history, the recent introducti.n of a new F.ettlement, 
the lightness or heaviness of the demand with reference to the deterioration or 
progress of the tract since it was In st re~ettled. These were all general consider
l'tions suitable for a summary investigation ; proposal~ were duly submitted aud 
orders passed. It is, however, unnecessary to specify the details of these suspen
sions, as they have merged into the general concessions carried 'out in accordance 
with the more detailed enquiries ordered by Famine Circular 44. Before passing 
on to this latter Circular there is, however, one point in the earlier orders upon 
which the Officiating Chief Commissioner lays much stress .. 

6. The standing orders of the Administration, contained in Revenuc Book 
Cimular 1-9, dealing with suspensions necessitated by los~es caused by hail, 
locusts, &c., and contE'!1lplating detailed enquiry holding by holding, lay it down 
that if a crop amounts to 4 annas (30 by the new notation) the full rent may be 
demanded. It was pointed out in Famine Circular 36 that this rule, though appli
cable to occasional failures in ordinary times, was much to strict a rule when the 
country is suffering under a widespread calamity. If It few individuals in i~olated 
villages are called upon to pay a full rent out of a 4-anna crop, it is very probable 
.that they will draw upon savings or borrow. They may dispose of surplus cattle 
or pledge ornaments, but the chances are that until the next harvest comes round 
they will have added to their liabilities. It is, however, not unreasonable that they 
ehouJd be called upon to make such sacrifices. They will obtain fair prices for 
their ornaments, . or cattle, and reasonable terms if they borrow. But the case is 
different when the whole community is in this plight. It hardly needs demonstra
tion that, if the great majority of cultivators have to sell ornament.s and cattle or 
borrow money, the blow to the community as well as to the individual will be 
infinitely more severe than it was to the individuals in the hypothetical cases 
referred to above. The prices obtainable for surplus property fall, and it is 
disposed of at a ruinous loss; cJ;"edit sinks to a low ebb,. and those already involved 
are turned into applicants for famine relief. Where the position is still worse 
than this, where the majority have not even reaped a 4-anna crop, where credit 
is already low and bad years have reduced surplus property to a minimum, it is 

• quite evident that such rule-of-thumb scales, as the one that a 4-anna crop justifies 
the levy of a full rent, must be abandoned. 

7. It was on this account that the Officiating Chief Commissioner approved 
and circulated as a genernl guide the instructions drawn up by Mr. Fuller, 
COII1missioner of Jubbulpore, for the guidance of the Deputy Commissioners of 
his Division. These instructions were appended to Famine Circular 44. The 

. revenue-paying capacity of e8.ch village is roughly computed by taking the areas 
multiplied by the outturns of the chief marketable crops in every village and 
comparing the figure thus obtained with the moral areas under the same crops 
multiplied by 100. Thus, if a village payinO', say, Rs. 1)00 revenue had a normal 
ll.rea, cropped with cotton, wheat, pulses anJ oil seeds, .of 1,000 acres, the normal 
outturn on a normal area, would be represented by the figure 100,000. In the 
recent famine year its areas and outturns, let it be supposed, were as follows :-

Crop. I A-. I 
o.tturn ! Produce. per Cent. 

I I 
... i 

Acres. I 
Cotton •.• . .. aoo 60 18,000 

Wheat ... ... ... 300 15 4,500 

I Oilseeds ... ... 100 25 2,500 
I 

Pulses ... . .. ... 100 40 I 5,000 I 

~ Total ~ •. ... 800 - I 29,0001 
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Its revenue-paying capacity would then be tlfM or 29 per cent. But on 
the principle that the rent-paying capacity of land disproportionately increases 
when its outturn exceeds a certain proportion~anddiminishesto I'othing when it 
falls below a certain proportion, Mr. Fuller proposed that outturns not exceeding 
30 should be disregarded altogether and outturns below 60 should be reduced by 
10. Reduced in this rqanner the outturn figure in the case given above would be 
21,000 only, or 21 per cent., and this would be the proportion to be levied. 
The revenue to be collected in the village given above will then be Rs. 105 out of 
the full demand of Rs. 5,000. This would be announced to the landlord, whQ 
would be ordered to put in a list showing how he proposed to distribute the 
concession among his tenants. If the rents of the village were Rs. 800 he would 
have to collect only 21 per cent. of Rs. 800, or Rs. 162, and suspend the balance, 
or Rs. 638. This distribution he would be allowed to make among his tenants ; 
and his list would be handed over to the patwari for entry of the demand made 
in each ryot's account book. In this way the landlord who would know best 
what each man could pay would be able to distribute the required suspe~ion 
roughly according to the resources of each ryot in a way in which no Government 
officer could do within the time required. It is true that the landlord is thus 
given a very wide discretion; but he would be v~ry foolish if he attempted to 
levy rents from the poor and gave up his chance of collecting from the well
to-do. 

8. It might of course be objected to Mr. Fuller's calculations that this. 
system would, if, 'applied in almost any year, result in the reduction of the full 
demand; but the reply toO this argument is that this is freely admitted, but the 
system is not intended to apply to ordinary years. Moreover, it is only pre
scribed as a general guide, and the ma.in object sought is to arrive at such a 
rough computation of the relative revenue-paying capacity of the many thousands. 
of villages to be dealt with as will serve as a useful check on generalizations.· 
When the proportion of the outturn to the normal has been estimated, other COD

siderations may come into play. It might be decided that any outturIi exceeding' 
25 and 50 per cent. (after the deductions referred to have been made) would 
justify the realization of half and the whole demand respectively. The proportion 
of demand to follow the fraction of outturn need not be rigidly fixed, but may 
vary according to circumstances. This is practically what has occurred; and the 
arithmetical guides have not been slavishly adhered to, as will appear from tha 
summary which follows. 

9. The table which is attached to this letter shows that in the Jubbulpore 
Division the amounts suspend~d ranged from 45 per cent. in Damoh to 74 per cent. 

. lD J ubbulpore." The Damoh crops were, taken all 
·~a~~ ::: .... :~ ro.u~~, better. than t~ose of. any other part of the 
Jubbulpore 74 DIVISIOn, but lts prevlUUS hIstory required consid-
Mandla ... 55 eration. Similarly, in the Saugor District, where 
Seoni ... 60 4~' per cent. was suspended, tlifferent tahsils require 

. different treatment. The deeply-distressed Khurai 
TahSIl could.not be Mked to pay anything, while the Rehli Tahsil will pay 83 
.per cent. of Its revenue. In J ubbulpore the haveli wheat crop which pays the 
l<;>west sh.are of th~ revenue of the distrir)t, was very poor; a~d the e]!:tensive 
rlCe-growmg areas lD the north and east gave no crop at all worth mentioning. 
But th~oughout. this divis~on, where the amount of revenne suspended may seem' 
to b~ dIsp~portionately high as compared with the intensity of the famine, the 
prevIOUS history of the country has been a most important factor. The extent 
of deterioration has had to be considered. 

10.. In ~arsin.ghpu.r also, in the Nerbudda Division, where there is hardly 
any mmme-:ehef being given, and the district is ratJIer affected than distressed, 
the proportIOn of revenue suspended (54 per cent.) may appear unduly high. 
The general outturn or t~e district, however, only amounted to about 39 per cent. 
of the normal, the distrICt has not enjoyed very liberal concessions hitherto 
althou&~ it has su~ered a good deal from bad seasons and was somewhat severely 
affecte<1 In th~ fa~ll?-e of 189G-97. Moreover, when districts are hovering on thll 
;erge of fa?llne, It. IS far bet~er to ~orego a little re\'enue than to risk driving the 
poorer cultivators lD to seekIDg rehef and depriving the better ones of the means 
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~ 

to employ labo~r. It wa~ o~ these grouuds that rather mOl:e liberal suspensions 
were granted 1D these distrlCts than the extent of the failure might seem to 
wa:rant. In Hoshangabad, anot?er district wh~ch_has suffered severely from a 
senes of bad seasons, the proportlOn suspended 1S .:>8 per cent. ; and special care 
has been taken by the Deputy Commissioner to modify arithmetical deductions 
.in the light of locnl knowledge; but the full revenue hlts only been demnnded 
in the few cases in which the outturn reached 70 per cent. 

11. In Nimar, a district in which the current year's failure was very com
.plete, the people were better off and had enjoyed good crops ill previous years. 
The amount suspended is only 43 per cent. Viewed on the crops alone greater 
liberality would have been justified, but in this 'district the people are not so 
badl:r off as elsewhere. Facts justified our concession. For the crops are mainly 
kharlf, and the people are accustome<:l to pay rents and revenue mainly in the 
first instalment. Before, therefore, the necessary calculations could be made, 
the Deputy Commissioner found that a considerable amount of rent had beeu 
collected and revenue voluntarily paid in. The Deputy Commissioner therefore 
framed his proposals mainly on the amount of rent collection. Of the two 
remaining districts of the Nerbudda Division, in Chhindwara arithmetical con
siderations pointed to a suspension of about Rs. 2,20,000, but this district has 
'not appreciably deteriorated, and the amount actually recommended for suspen
sion and sanctioned was Rs. 1,6.5,000 or 57 per cent. of the total demand. 
The difference arose from the fact that when the outturns were substantial the 
proportion !evied exceeded the arithmetical share. In Betul the crop outturns 
were really nominal, and the amount to be collected, lts. 6,000 out of 
Rs. 2,71,000, represents the demand made in a few fortunate villages which 
partially escaped the general ruin. 

12. '10 turn next to the Nagpur Division, in the two districts of Wardha 
.and Nagpur, where rlCe is of little importance (except in a strip of Nagpur which 
'was specially treated), the only crops which y~elded well were cotton (in parts) 
.and til. These districts had hitherto avoided actual famine, and were accounted 
.fairly prosperous, but,they have had very indifferent seasons for several years 
.and suffered severely (Wardha especially) in the present failure; juar yielded 
hardly any grain, and the rabi crops practically gave no outturn. The Nagpur 
proposals were received late and have been returned for revision; and the figures 
entered in the statement are, therefore, approximate only. It will probably 
only be possibie to collect about 40 per cent. In Wardha 77 per cent. has been 
suspended. In this district also actual rent collections have been used to 
modify the deductions drawn from outturn calculations. In the three great 
rice districts of the Division the failure of rice was so complete that nothing can 
be demanded from the rice tracts. The sums shown for collection against 
Bhandara and Chanda represent the demand made on the non-rice tracts, which 
fared better than the similar country in Nagpur and Wardha. Balaghat has 
but little non-rice land, arid it suffered so severely both in the present and 
previous years that it would have been impossible to collect anything. f 

13. In Chhattisgarh (excluding Sambalpur) only a few isolated'tracts 
and some of the Zamindaris partially escaped the general failure, and the sums 
to be realized are quite trifling. But the district's of Raipur and Bilaspur 
·sufl'ered greatly in 1896-97. Sambalpur on the other hand profited by the 
high prices of 1896-97 ; its revenue is specially low, and its previous history 
favourable. Severe famine in the present year was confined in this district to a few 
localities. Suspension has been freely given in the areas most affected, but the 
amount is not iarge on the whole, only 15 per cent. of the total demand. 

14. The foregoing summary will have indicated that, while there has 
been considerable weight allowed to general considerations whic~ affect th~ 
several tracts and districts as a whole, the main basis of the calculatIon has been 
the crop of the year. Except in the few cases in which ability to pay has been 
demon~trated by actual payment without coercion, personal considerations ha,'e 

'> lIad no influence on the proposals for suspension. Un the whole (accepting 
approximate figures for Nagpur) out of a total demand of Rs. 86,86,000, the 
sum of Rs. 60,25,000, or 70 per cent. in round numbers, has been suspended. 
This may be taken to represent all equivalent rent suspension of at least a crore 
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·of rupees. Although it is improbable that any large portion of this could 
without resort to some coercion have been realized, yet the result ."of these 
liberal concessions will be to leave a large sum of money in the country which 
must have a beneficial effect upon the means and credit !1f the cultivating 
~ses, even if it has not saved a good many cultivators from coming on relief. 
~ am to express a hope that the action taken will meet with the approval of 

the Government of India. 

15. I am now to make a brief reference to the case of ryotwari villages. 
The ryotwari demand over the whole Province only amounts at present to 
about 2! lakhs of rupees. The only districts in which there are ryotwari areas 
of any importance are Nimar, Mandla, Chanda and Balaghat. In Mandla and 
Balaghat the ryots largely consist of Gonds with little or no capital. In Nimar 
and Chanda the ryots are 9f better cultivating classes. In both these last districts 
the failure of crops was very severe; and in Nimar particularly, unlike the 
malguzari areas of that district, the ryotwari tracts have had a series of bad 
years before they were even well established. Commissioners have been given 
authority to suspend revenue in the case of ryotwari villages. Complete . 
information regarding them has not been received, bllt as. yet very little capital 
hl\8 had time ~ be collec~ed in ryo~wari areas, and there is. little likelihood that 
any substantial sum WIll be demanded from them thIS season. In these 
ryotwari areas, though the amount to be levied from the village could easily 
be calculated in the same manner as in malguzari villages, the Revenue Officer 
would not have the assistance of a proprietor to distribute the demand among 
the ryots. But as these villages become better established and the status of 

. patels is improved (to which end steps are already being taken) there is no 
reason to think that village officers could not be trusted to givOil reliable advice 
on the distribution of the revenue demand between the ryots, provided that the 
reduced demand had been first worked out for the' village as a whole. For the 
present, however, it has ·not been necessary to resort to such a procedure. But 
whether the tract be malguzari or ryotwari the general principle which has been 
followed in these proceedings, and M. Fraser would submit that it is the best 
one, is that where losses are isolated and few it is proper to work from detail to 
'aggregate, but where the calamity is widespread the only possible course"is to 
work from aggregate to detail. 

Enclosure in No. 13. 

SlatBment Bhowing thB amount oj reVelO"" IlUSpended in each .Dislricl (re/erred to in 
paragraph 2 o/letter No. F-1682, dated the 27th June, 1900). 

Total demand 
for the Amount Balanoe for Percentage 

Distriot. revenue year .upended. oolleotion. .f (e).11 
1899-1900. (,,). 

(4) , (b) (e) 

R •. R •• Rs. 
Saugor ... ... ... .. . 5,23,326 2,52,277 2,71,049 52 

Damoh ... ... ... ... 3,97,991 1,79,455 2,18,536 55 

Jubbulpore ... ... ... 9,34,426 6,90,714 2,43,712 26 
Ml\Ildla ._. ... ... ... 1,04"l371 58,012 46,859 45 

Beon; ... .,. .. . . .. 2,89,003 1,72,321 1,16,682 40 

N.rsinghpur ... ... ... 6,114,660 3,40,275 2,94,385 46 

Hoohl\llgabad . 
1,67,647 4,41,438 3,26,209 42 ... ... ... 
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Statement showing the amount of revenuo suspended in each Di.!trict-continued. 

• Total demand 
tor the Amount BaIanoe for Percentage' 

Distriot. revenue year SUBpended. collection. of (0) OD, 
1899-1900. (II). 

(a) (b) (,) , 
• 

Rs. Rs. Rs. 
Nimar ... ... .. . ... 2,85,776 1,23,000 1,62,776 1>7 

Betul .. . ... .. . ... 2,71,4(J6 2,65,213 6,193 2 

Chhindwara ... ... .. . 2,91,48.7 1,64,684 1,26,753 43 

Wardha ... ... ... ... 6,40,878 . 4,90,459 1,50,419 23 

Nagpur ... ... ... .. . 9,85,771 6,00,000 3,85,771 39 

Chanda .. ... ... .. . 2,88,519 2,13,959 74,560 26 

Bhandara ... ... . .. 5,03,027 4,32,417 70,610 14 

Balaghat ... ... ... ... 2,39,200 2,39,200, - -
RlIipur ... ... . .. ... 8,51,271 8,36,1187 14,884 2 

Bilaspur ... ... ... .. . 5,11,576 5,00,965 1O,6Ll ~, 

Samhalp,ar ... . .. .. ; 1,65,238 24,496 1,40,742 85 

-
TOTAL ... ... 86,86,023 60,25,272 26,60,751 80 

No. 14. 

Letter fro,"" 1'. W. Holdernes8,.Esq., C.S.I., Seeretary td the Government of 
India, Department of .Ret·enue and Agriculture, to the Honourable the 
Chief r:ommissioner of the Central Provinr.es, No. 1,578 F., dated Simla, 
the 20th July, 1.900. 

I am directed to acknowledge. the receipt of Mr. Craddock's letter, 
No. 1,682 F., dated 27th June, 1900, submitting a report on the suspensions 
~f the land revenue demand in ·tllt. -famine· cStrickeB-·-distPicts·-of ,tilie-...Qmtnrl 
Provinces. 

,2. The Governor General in Council has read the report with interest and 
I am to express approval of the action which you have taken in the matter. 

3. It is undE'rstood that the question of remissions of the -suspended 
demand will be postponed until distress shows signs of declining, and the 
result of the autumn and the prospects of the winter crop are known; 
Remissions on a large scale will, doubtless, in any case, have to be made; but, 
should the crop prospects be good, a considerable portion of the suspended 
revenue should be capable of realization by instalments without hardship to 
tenants and landlords. It is almost unnecessary to observe that in collecting 
hereafter such portions of the suspended revenue as is considered -capable of 
realization, care will have to be taken not to realise too quickly on the return of 
favoural>le seasons, as otherwise the good effect of suspensions might be 
undo~ 
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RELIEF MEASURES AND REGULATION OF ADMIS
SION TO RELIEF WORKS AND KITCHENS . • 

No. 15. 

Letter from T. W. Holderness, Esq., C.S.I., Secretary'to the Government of 
India, Department 'Of Revenue and Agriculture, to the Chi~f Commissioner 
of the Central Provinces, No. 408 F., dated Calcutta, the ht March, 1900. 

I AM directed to acknowledge the' receipt of, Mr. Craddock's letter
No. 238" dated the 3rd February, 1900, replying to this departments circular 
letter of the 27th December, 1899, in which attention was drawn to the great 
rise in the numbers in receipt of famine relief, and the views of the Governor 
General in Council communicated on some of the principles of famine admin
it.tration. The Govel'llor General in Council observes with satisfaction that 
your views are in general accordance with the policy there describ,ed as to the 
more effective enforcement of proper precautions and adequate tests in the 
administration of famine relief. My'present letter will be confined to two or' 
three points in connection with the action taken or proposed to be taken by YOll 

to give effect to that policy, on which the orders of the Government of India 
are sought by you or an expression of their views is desirable. 

2. In paragraph 17 of your Secretary's letter it is stated that you have 
decided, as a temporary mp.asure, to prohibit flJl1;her admissions to all Public 
Works Department relief camps in the Chhattisgarh Division, and to direct 
that persons applying for employment on such works shall be referred to the 
charge officers of their track for employment on village works. For the views, 
of the Government of India on such restrictions I am directed to invite 
attention to the correspondence on this subject (copy enclosed) which has lately, 
passed between them and the Resident at Hyderabad. As in the ijomewhat 
analogous case of Berar, the Government of India approve the measures you 
have taken in the Chhattisgarh Division on the understanding that"they are 
temporary, and that they have been advised to meet a temporary and peculiar 
emergency. The Government of India do not think that it would be either safe 
or practicable, as a permanent measure, to constitute the charge officer of the 
tract the judge in each case of a person's eligibility for relief by means of work, 
or ~o make the village work the sole door of entrance to large relief works 
tinder professional management. In ass,enting to your action as a temporary 
expedient, intended to give time for putting the large relief camps into 
thorough order, the Government of India wish to be informed how long the 
restriction is to continue in force. 

3. Another reason for making this restriction a temponry one is the 
possible effect it may have on the number ; of persons employed on village 
works in the Chhltttisgarh Division. The number is already very large in the 

,Rllipur district, and both in it and in the Bilaspur district the effect of your 
orders will be to considerably increase, the relief popUlation on village works, 
thereby making it increasingly difficult to ensure that these scattered works are 
properly supervised and that labour is duly tasked. It is indeed stated in youI' 
letter that in the Chhattisgarh Division a relief work managed by the Public 
W ol'k~ Department is more attractive to the people than a village work. The 
Government of India are constrained to say that this is altogether opposed to 
experience elsewhere, and they imagine it could only be true as regards 
Chhllttisgarh if the professionally managed relief works in that division are at 
present 80 imperfectly organized as to make the enforcement of discipline and 
the exaction of proper tasks impracticable. All experience sh')ws that village 
works are liable to become dangerously IIttracti\'e to the people, and as regards 
Chhllttisgarh it Beems prohable that the one effective safeguard hitherto existing. 
there against this danger is that the numbers are in Fractice kept down by the, 

• s~ page 44l! of Command Paper 205, presented in 1900. 



90. CENTRAL PROVINCES. 

ticket admission system. No one, it is understood, is allowed on a village 
work unlesu he obtains a ticket from a circle or charge officer or a" Tahsildar, 
who is required. to satisfy himself that the applicant is necessitous, and in case 
of doubt has hitherto referred him to a Public Works camp. So long as this 
was the rule, there WIloS no real equality of conditions between the two classes of 
works, and no conclusion could be four:ded on the fact that on professionally 
managed workscthe numbers increased more rapidly than on village works. Now 
that the charge or circle officer has no longer the assurance that an applicant 
has the professionally managed works open to him if refused a . ticket for the 
village work, his inclination will be to admit more freely to the latter, and the 
check on numbers which has hitherto existed with regard to this class of works 
will become less operative. 

On all grounds it is therefore desirable that the effect of the action taken 
in Chhattisgarh should, as you propose, be most carefully watched. . 

4. With regard to the Nagpur and Nerbudda Divisions, the Government 
of India are glad to hear that there is no present necessity for similar action. 
With regard to the .Tubbulpore Division you state thai: the Commissioner has 
already been successful in regulating admission to his test works by tickets and 
that you have authorised him to try whether a similar procedure cannot also be 
'Yorked with success with regard to Public Works Department works. The 
Governor General in Council agrees to the proposal only as an experiment, to be 
confined to the Jubbulpore Division where the circumstances are special. He 
also c:msiders it essential that efficient arrangements should be made in 0 II 
villages by the circle and charge officers and the Tahsildars to give persons the 
opportunity of applying for admission tickets without It troublesome and 
uncertain journey, and that tickets should be granted not merely when 
destitution is clearly proved but also in all doubtful cases. The civil officers, in 
charge of relief works should aiso be authorised and required to admit all 
applicants whose physical condition indicates their need for relief, and their 
conduct in this matter should be strictly supervised. 

5. I am to add that though the Government of India assent to the 
experiment in deference to your views, they are not by any means assured 
either that the ticket system is necessary in the Jubbulpore Division, where the 
Public Works organization is presumably sufficient, or that it can be" exercised 
so as to safely discriminate between man and man, or can be kept free from 
corruption. They should therefore like to receive a special report on its 
working after it has been six week~ in force, and they consider that your 
s:mction should be made strictly conditional on the results of further experience. 

No. 16. 

Leiter Jrom R." H. Graddock, Esq., I.e.s., .Famine Secretary to the Chi~f' 
Commissioner, Central Pr""inces, to the Secretary to tILe Government of 
India, Revenue and Agriculture Department, No. F-825, dated Nagpur, 
the 4th April, 1900. 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 408-F, dated 
the 1st March, 1900, conveying the remarks and orders of the Government of 
India upon special measures regulating admission to relief works in the 
Chhattisgarh and Jubbulpore Divisions, which were reported in paragraphs Ii 
and 20 of my letter, No. F ·238, of the 3rd February last. 

2. Your letter under reply was received by the Officiating Chief Commis
si.>ner whiie he was on a tour of inspection in the Raipur District in the 
begmning of March, and as he had arranged to visit the Jubbulpore Division 
later on in the mouth he has deferred a reply until that visit also had been 
made. 



CENTRAL PROVINCES. 

3. In respect of relief works in Chhattisgarh, you state that the Govern
ment of India approve of the action taken in closing works to new admissions, 
on the understanding that this proceeding was to be temporary only and 
designed to meet a temporary emergency.. That the expedient shonld be a 
temporary one, to afford a breathing time while disorganised camps could be set 
in order and new ones opeued, was all along the Officiating Chief Commissioner's 
intention. The effect of the measllre 'can best be judged from the following 
figures :-

27th January. 2i"h Karoh, 

District. 
No. of I No, of Relief I Averagepor No. of No, of Relief· Average per 
Camps. Workers. Camp. Camps. Workers. Camp, 

, . 

Raipur ••. ... 22 190,533 8,661 41 194,876 4,753 

Bilaspur ... 13 102,978 7,921 24 81,465 3,39-1 

-
The numbers on Village Works lU the two districts on the same dates 

contrast as follows :-

-- /21th J&Duary: I lith March. 

Raipur ... ... .., ... ... 186,276 200,300 

Bilaspur ... ... '" ... . .. 37,264 64,508 

. 

The aggregate of those employed on both kinds of works has not risen 
Vtlry much in either district-i.e., from 376,800 to 395,000 in Raipur, and 
from 141,000 to 146,000 in Bilaspur-but the means of employing them and of 
enforcing discipline in the Public Works Department camps have much 
improved. 

4. Mr. Fraser IIccording:ly ordered on the occasion of his recent visit to 
Raipur th,at Public Works Department camps were to be again opened to free 
admissions, with the exception of a few works, to be speCified from time to time, 
which had not reached a sufficient stage of organisatinn or had become 
temporarily disorganised. The Deputy Commissi<:>ner and Executive Engineer 
were to arrange the ml1tter subject to the advice of the Commissioner. Wel1kly 
gangs were to be organised on all works, and all works without exception were 
to be open to the admission of persons only fit for employment in weakly 
gangs. It was clearly to be understood that the majority of works were to be 
open. There will be, the Officiating Chief Commissioner thinks, no risk under 
these orders of anybody being refused relief who really requires it. Nor does 
Mr. Fraser believe that the temporary closure of works had any bad effect. 
During the period of closure there was a large extension of village works and 
kitchens. . 

5. I am now to turn to the arrangements made in the Jubbulporj! 
Division. The Officiating Chief Commissioner inspected a few works in the 
J ubbulpore and Saugor districts during his visit.to the. Division, and discussed 
the pt'ocedure in force with the Commissioner and the local officers. I am to 
forwar4 a copy of the Tules issued by Mr. Fuller, and of his letter, No. 2672, of 
the 18th March, showing the result of his action. The rules are of a simple 
nature and expll1in themselves, the principle being that everybody resident 
within a 4-mile radius of a' relief work must procure a ticket before he can be 
ad'mitted to the work. If he is rejected wrongly he can be admitted without 
question at another work, his acceptance of this distance test being admitted as 
qualifying him for relief. ,It is no doubt true that when distress is not very 
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severe there are many people in a village who will go to work at a camp close 
to their homes, but who are not really distre$sed and will not go on it unless it 
is easy accessible. A. moderate rabi harvest has been reaped in a considerable 
part of the Division, and very acute distress is not apprehended. In these 
circumstances the rules seem to the Officiating Chief Commissioner to be well 
calculated to prevent money being wasted Oll persons not in real need ; and for 
the present, at least, the system is not attended by any risk. The condition of 
the people is very superior to that observed in rice districts, general health is 
good, and mortality low. Mr. Fraser would, therefore, ask the permission of 
the Government of India to allow the system to continue in this Division, unless 
and until it is found necessary to abandon it. 

,6. The question naturally arises whether a. similar method of confining 
relief to the really distressed might not. be introduced in other parts of the 
Province also; but,' after giving the matter full consideration, Mr. Fraser has 
come to the conclusion 'that this would now be impossible. When distres~ is 
severe, it is doubtful whether, even in its initial stages, such a procedure could 
safely be carried out. It is possible that if introduced from the first, before the 
people had left their villages, it· might have proved workable; but to examine 
into the circumstances of each individual of the vast hordes of people now on 
relief works in our rice districts, would at this stage be out of the question. 
Mr. Fraser. has, therefore, no desire to extend the system to other parts of the 
Province. 

7. A.nother point touched on in your leiter is the alleged popularity of 
large Public Works Department Works as compared with Village Works. Where 
distress is not very acute the village work for the residents of the village where 
it is actually in progress would certainly be the more popular; but it is not so 
in our rice districts. There the extra pice obtainable on the Public Works 
Department Work, the kitchen for dependants, the arrangements for water and 
for the purchase of grain, fully outweigh the di~advantage, if any, arising from 
the extr" discipline enforced. To this discipline the relief-worker soon 
accustoms l,rimself ; he is by nature a creature of routine, and when once he has 
made up his mind to a.course of steady daily labour he readily accepts a stricter 
discipline in consideration of an extra pice and organised arrangements for his 
comfort. Differentcircumstance@ might no doubt produce a different case. 
But in the circumstances with which we are dealing, local officers are every
where agreed that the large work is the more popular, and Mr. Fraser himself, 
when in Raipur, came across numerous instances of desertion from the Village 
to a Public Works Department Work; It is also far from being the case that 
the Village Work is unsupervised; the numbers on it are small, the workers 
are concentrated within a small compass, and the malguzar who will benefit by 
the work will generally take care that a proper task is rendered. The task 
also is easily checked ; and the charge officers and other inspecting officers have 
been constantly on the move, and have supervised these works well. Mr. Fraser 
has inspected not a few, and has been satisfied of this. Certainly had not 
Village Works been largely extended in Chhattisgarh, the programme of useful 
Public Works would have been rapidly exhausted, and the camps would have 
been swamped by undisciplined rabbles. 

Enclosure 1 in No. 16. 

Letter from J. B. Fuller, Esq., I.e.s., C.I.E., Commissioner, Jubbulpore 
Dlt'ision, to the Famine Secretary to the Chief Commissioner, Central 
Provinces, No. 2,672, dated Jubbulpore, the 18th March, 1900. 

I have the honour to submit, for the information of the Chief Commissioner, 
a set of jilstructions which I issued last month to the Deputy Commissioners of 
Saugor, \Jubbulpore, Q.l'ld Seoni-the only dist~cts i~ w~i~h. Public Works 
Dtlpartm~t rehef charges have been opened 10 ·thlS DlvlSIon-under the 
authority $ven me by paragraph 4 ·of your letter,No .. F. 173, ,dated the 22"nd 
January, 1 00. I did not issue then:: till I had ascertained by personal trial 
that the en . ies on which .they depend were feasible. 
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2. At the time the instructions were acted upon the, numbers on relief· 
works had fallen very greatly OWi~lg to the commencement of harvesting and 
(in Jubbulpore) to a reduction in wages which followed a fall in prices. 
Between the beginning' and the end of February the numbers on Public Works 
Department relief· works in the three districts fell by 52 per cent. Pereons of 
the better classes were the first to leave, and, in consequence, although previous 
enquiries had given ground for the belief that fairly well-to-do cultivating 
fumilies constituted from 20 per cent. to :10 per cent. of the workers, the 
instructions have led to the rejection of a much smaller proportion-less than 
10 per cent. in Saugor and Jubbulpore, and about 15 per cent. in Seoni. It is 
reported, however, that on some works people left at the commencement of the 
enquiries when they saw that thelr result would be against' them, without 
waiting for an urder of exclusion. The instructions will be felt in lessening 
the number of fairly well-to do persons who return to the works during the 
coming hot" ,weather: 

3. No reports have reached me of any difficulty. in working. the 
instructions or of complications arising out of them. Deputy Commissioners 
will watch their effect most carefully, and if there is any risl; of their excluding 
the deserving they will be at once withdrawn. -

Anp.exure to above. 

Rule. for the 'lise ~r Rome "iscriminatiun in admitting to Public Work. D'1Jartment 
Famine Relief Works. . . 

1. The object of these rules is to exclude from works families who are not at the end 
of their available resources, aud who "''' not deterred from seeking admission by any 
.. distance test." A consequential advantage will be that we shall be able to deal more 
leniently with relief-workers as a class, and can avoid the risk of driving away by hard 
tasks .and low wages those whe stand most in need of aSRistance. 

2. The first step is to draw up a list. of villages lyin~ within 4 (or perhaps 5) miles 
oft' the relief·work or any part of it. 'l.'he list will need revision 8S the work shifts its 
situation. Poor villages with infertile soil need not be inclnded, nnless they are grazing 
villages. A copy of tile Ii"t should be gi ven to the Officer-in-charge, and be posted con
·spicuous]y at the camp. No person should be admitted from these villages without an 
admission ticket. 

3. The next step is to distribute ·tirkets to present relief-workers belonging to these 
villages who need relief, and to refuse tickets to those who do not need relief. For this 
pur.pO'fl the relief-workers belonging to these villages should be marshalled by villages and 
by faInilies, and. enquiries be made regarding each faIUily with the assistanc .... of the 
mukaddam, the patwari, and the patwari's cattle list. Tickets shonld be refused to families 
who posse.s more than two head of cattle other than plough cattle, or poasess a cart, or 
who have sown five acres or more of .rabi. The Deputy Commissioner may find it possible 
to add to this definition 'of the fairly well-to-do. A ticket should be !riven to eat:h member 
of a faInily not excluded by this rule. The ticket need be nothing more than a slip of 
paper bearing the naIne of the village (in Hindi), a letter to signify whether the person is 
8 man, woman, or c,hild (M., W., W,C.), and the initials of the distributing officer. In a 
trial I made 9.iO persons were disposed of in three hours. I do not tilink that orllinarily 
more tilan 1,000 persons can be dealt with in a day, and the workers from 20 or 30 villages 
may occupy an ollicer for two or three days. Tickets should not be distribnted by an officer 
of rank inferior to that of Charge Officer. 

4. To provide for the admission in futnre of deserving persons belonging to the 
listed villages who are not on the work at the time of the enquiry, the Charge Officer or an 
officer of superior rank should visit the locality every eight or ten days, sending notice 
beforehand to tile villages that persons wishing for admission ahould attend at a certain 
place and on 8 certain date. He will then go through them, anel distribnta tickets e>:acUy 
as in dealing with relief-workers. 

5. When tile Officer-in-charge is a man of experience and judgment, authority to 
distribute ticketa to new-oomers may be given to him. . . 

6. ThE> difficulty will be to prevent non-ticket holders belollging to the listed villages 
from gaining admission by mis-stating their villages of residence. Mates ahould be made 
reoponsible for reporting any snch cases, and I think that the services of the kotwars might 
be- IIsefully enlisted, giving them 8 small fee in retnrn. I believe, however, tilat when 
once tile intention of Government i. known, evasions of rule will be of rare occurrence • 

• 
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No. 17. 

Letter from T. W. Holderness, Esq., C.S.L, Secretary to the Government of 
India, Department of Revenue and Agriculture, to the Chief Commissioner 
oj the Central Provinces. No. 77 5-F., dated Simla, the 21st April, 1900. 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of Mr_ Craddock's letter, 
No_ 825-F_, dated 4th April 1900, regarding the special measures for regulating 
admission to relief works in the Chhattisgarh and Jubbulpore Divisions. 

2_ The ticket admission system in force on the departmental famine relief 
works in the Jubbulpore Division is reported to be workin<T satisfactorily, and 
permission is asked to allow the system to continue in the Division unless and 
until you should find its abandonment necessary. The rules are considered by 
you to be well calculated to prevent money from being. wasted on persons not in 
real need, and for the present at least to be unattended by any risk, as the 
condition and general health of the people in the Division is good and mortality 
low_ You are, however, of opinion that the procedure could not now be safely 
extended to the more acutely distressed districts of the province, as inquiry into 
the circumstances of each individual of the vast hordes of people on the relief 
works, which the system necessitates, is at ~his stage out of the question.' You 
have therefore no wish to extend the rules to other parts of the province. 

3. The Government ot India accept without hesitation your opinion on 
this latter point, as it is in entire accord with the conclusion arrived at by the 

- Famine Commission of 1880, which pronounced 
Report, Part 1, paragraph no. against the practicability of working any rule of 

selection where, as in an Indian famine, millions of 
people have to be dealt with. In the Jubbulpore Division c, scarcity" rather 
than true "famine" conditions appear to pre"¥ail, and the numbers of persons 
in need of relief are eomparatively limited. The circumstances are thus special, 
and the considerations which condemn the principle of individual selection as a 
basis for any general system of famine relief lose in this case part of their 
weight. The experiment initiated by :Mr. Fuller is valuable and instructive, 
and it may be continued as long as you think its continuance is expedient. 

4. Tllrningto the rules themselves it is observed that they do not specially 
provide, as the Government of India in my letter of the 1st March suggested, 
for the immediate admission to the work by the officer· in-charge of persons 
whose physical condition indicates their need of relief. Unless the officer-in
charge is given the sRecial powers mentioned in rule 5, an applicant for relief 
belonging to a " listed' village cannot be relieved at the work, however urgent 
and apparent his necessities may be, until an officer of superior rank next visits 
the locality. It may be said that the distressed person has the option of· 
repairing to a more distant work, to which he will be admitted without question. 
But'that work may be twenty or thirty miles away, and the option in such 
circumstances is of little practical use to au exhausted famine stricken sufferer. 
The Government of India consider that the rules should authorise the officer-in
charge to admit temporarily, pending the next visit of the superior officer, anv 
applicant whose physical condition is unmistakeably bad. . 

5. To prevent any possible misunderstanding of the rules, it is furt.her 
desirable that they should explicitly state that applicants for relief who are not 
residents of the listed villages are to be admitted to the work without question 
by the officer-in-charge. This intention is clearly explained in your letter nnd 
may be inferred from the text of the rules. But explicitness in this matter is 
desirable, as it is within memory that in the Bilaspur District in 1897 relief was 
refused to thousands by subordinates of the Public Works Department on a mis
reading of the admission rules, which antecedently would not have been 
considered possible. 



CENTRAL PROVINCES. 

No. 18. 
Famine Circular from R. H. Craddock, Esq., I.C.S., Famine Secretary to the 

Chief Commissioner, Central Provinces, to all Commissioners and Deputy 
Commissioners, the SuperintendinfJ Engineer, and the Superintendent of 
Works, No. F-49, dated Nagpur, the 7th May, 1900. 

I am directed to address you with reference to the arrangements for 
fumine·relief to be' made during the mins. The instructions which follow, as 
well as the principles upon which they are baRed, have been detenninp.d at a 
Conference held at Pachmprhi on the 20th and 21st "of April, at which all 
Commissioners and the Deputy Commissioner of Hoshangabad were present. 
They will require careful study by all officers whose duty it is to carry 
them out. 

2. Large relief works under the Public VI' orks Department have been up 
to the present, save in a felV speciai localities, the mainstay of our system of 
relief; and the fir:;t and princi pIt! q llestion before the Conference waS whether 
the policy of placing our chief reliance on these major works was possible, or 
desirable, in the rains. To this quesdon the Conference unanimously returned 
an emphatic negative. 

3. In the first place, the reason for the ,maintenance of large relief-works 
.at selected centres disappears when employment is available in the villages. In 
the second place, these large works at that season of the year fail adequately to 
-check mortality. The area they ser\'e is curtailed, while the exposure and 
discomforts inseparable from them, even under the best arrangements, tend to 

-cause sickness and increased mortality. Furthermore, it is the general belief that 
even if the Public Works Department camps were all kept open during the 
rains, a large nnmber of the relief-workers would certainly desert them. 
Hutting accommodation must be provided for all camps that are kept open; 
.and, if these were maintained at their present number, the cost of such accom
modation would be very heavy, and would be almost wholly wasted if the 

.anticipated departure of workers took place. Added to these arguments against 
relief by large works in the rains is the consideration that the exaction of tasks 
is always difficult, and often impossible, and that the money spent, viewed in 
proportion to the insignificant work done, could be utilised far more efficiently 
-on other forms of relief. Lastly, it reliance were to be placed on Public Works 
Department worh mainly, these would have to be increased so a~ to take on 

,all persons now engaged on village works. This would be practically impossible 
in Chhattisgarh, and difficult elsewhere. 

4. While, however, it is clear that Public Works J)epartment relief-works 
()Rnnot be aepended upon as the backbone of relief during the rains, i~ is equally 
certain that they cannot all be simultaneously closed at a given date. The last 
Famine Commission wrote (paragraph 243 of their Report) :-"We think that 
the policy of inducing people to leave the works before a famine is ended is' a 
dangerous one, unless used with the greatest caution and supported by a large 
extension of gratuitous village relief. . • . The evidence we have taken is 
in favour of the view that, except perhaps in the case of very laxly and profusely 
managed relief-works, the cultivators and agricultural labourers leave works as 
soan as ever they see their way to getting a living off them, and often an the mere 
chance of so doing." Elsewhere in their report they condemn any attempt to 
drive people off the works, and prefer to see the works die a natuml death by 
voluntary efflux of labourers. 

5. The policy which the Officiating Chief Commissioner has decided to 
.adopt is a policy of inducing the people to leave the works only by an assurance 
of support for their dependant". That policy is based on the known' facts that 
in normal ye!ll's the whale of thl agricultural popul!ltion nvW on relief finde 
support during the rains in agricultnral operations, which support will be 
equally available during the coming monsoon period except in so far !IS (1) the 
wages to be earned will be les~ by the possible curtailment of the area sawn, 

,and (2) owing to high prices the wages earned will be insufficient·to 'purchnse 
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food for the whole of the labourer's, family., In other' words, during the rains 
Government will be required merely ,to supplement, and not to take the place 
of, private employment and wages. The mode of supplementing earnings will 
be by cooked food at kitchens to dependants and by expansion of the village 
cash relief lists. 

6. In all districts where distress is comparatively slight, where a substan
tial amount of capital is still available to finance the culti mtor, and agricultural 
operation~ are not likely to be curtailed to any material extent, the '!!uppOl't of 
the labourer's dependants, extended if necessary hereafter to· working members 
of ' his family according to rules to be presently explained, should suffice to 
relieve any distress which may occilr. The reason for high mortality in the 
rains is usually not that the labourers cannot ,earn anything at all, but that he 
cannot earn enough to support all the members of his family. Either he feeds 
himself and leaves them hungry, or else he and they endeavour to subsist on a 
ration inadequate for the support of all. But in the most severely distressed 
districts, where capital will not be readily available, and employment will be 
specially scanty, it will probably be necessary to extend relief upon occasion 
to a certain proportion of the labourers themselves. Whenever it is neCessary 
to give money doles to able-bodied persons other than children, the gift must 
be conditional on work done by the recipients under the supervision of the 
mukaddam. 

7. These relief arrangements will enable the system of Public Works 
Department relief-works to be largely dispensed with; but they will not enable 
them to be entirely.superseded_ There will be foreigners who have no home in 
the district and canl}ot be sent to their homes, a sprinkling of labourers and 
artizans who will not leave the works, and a certain number of waifs and strays, 
with no settled home, to be provided for. For these classes it will in most 
di~tricts be necessary to keep a few Public Works Department charges open, for 
a short time at all events. These must be selected beforehand, and good 
hutting accommodation must be provided. As works oecome gradually 
deserted, the remnant of workers must be drafted to the selected works; and 
the rest can be gradually closed. The approximate number of works which 
it may be advisable to keep open 1s indicated in the district notes which 
accompany tbis circular. The list is not, however, a final one, and is subject 
to modification, provided that the general principles of giving relief in villages 
are maintained. 

8. The above being the principles of famine relief to be followed in the 
rains, the following instructions indicate the measures to be adopted to give 
effect to them :- ' 

(1) PUBLIC WORKS. 

I.-Large works under the Public Works Department will occupy 
only a subsidiary place in the relief programme for the rains. 

II.-A limited number of works, chosen with reference both to the 
localities where work is most likely to be needed, to the utility 
of the work, and to the possibility of carrying it on in the 
rains, must be selected with the approval of ~e Commissioner, 
and hutting acco=odation must be prOVIded for as many 
workers (varying probably between 500 and 1,500) as may be 
determined in each case. 

IlI.-N 0 action will be taken to drive peopie from the works, 'but the.y 
will be induced to leave by promise of support to theIr 
depel'ldants. As a·. first stage to the clearing .of the works 
Officers-in-charge will arrange with the Circle Officers 
concerned to put all members of weakly gangs on the cash
relief list of their villages; and on the 20th Mayall such 
persons who are willing to leave the works will be given one 
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month's gratuitous dole and despatched to their villages, a list 
of such persons and the doles given them being furnished to 
the Circle Officer of the village to which they belong. 

IV.-Early in June it will be generally proclaimed by beat of drum 
throughout the camp that on the rains breaking Government 
wi~hes the people to return to their villages, and that if they 
do so arrangements will be made for the support of their 
dependants in their villages, and that all kitchens will be open 
to free admission. 

V.-. As SOOD as the rains break an exodus from the works may be 
expected. Those works on which the numbers decline ~elow 
a certain limit, to be fixed by the Commissioner, will then te 
closed, the residue being drafted to the next nearest work, 

. until in time only the selected camps, where efficient shelte:r 
has been provided, remain open. Cbarge and Circle Officers 
will visit the camps in their charges which are about to be 
closed and see that all pauper dependants, who will not be 
wi thin reach of a kitchen at their homes, are put" on the village 
relief list. 

(2) VILLAGE RELIEF. 

VI.-ViJlage relief will be the backbone of the relief system to be 
followed in the rains. It will consist of' :-

A.-Gratuitous relief to the non-working population, and to 
children below 14 years of age; and 

B. - In certain cases, relief in return for work to the working 
population, consisting of able-bodied adults over 14 
years of age. 

(A) Gratuitous Relief. 

Gratuitous Relief will consist of: -

(i.) Kitchens; and 

(ii.) Cash doh;s . 

. Kitchens will be multiplied in all tracts where distress exists, and 
sufficient kitchens are not at present open. Admission will 
be free to any body who will accept cooked food, and is not 
being otherwise relieved. Shelters from the rain must be 
run up at all kitchens. 

Cash doles ;ill ouly be necessary to those who cannot walk to a 
kitchen,' or who, being reduced in condition, have never 
taken food at a kitchen and refuse to do so. Children 
within two miles of a kitchen should rarely be put on cl1sh 
relief. This relief list will be styled list A, and the numbers 
on it will be returned as on gratuitous relief. 

VIL-DuringMay, the village relid' list A may be gradually expanded 
under the directions of the Commissioner, so as to include 
weakly persons who ha.ve been struck off the lists previously in 
the expectation that they Ivould attend "kitchens, but who have 
refused to do so, as well as those sent from Public Works 
Department works to their homes under Rule IlL, care being 
taken that these' latter are not pIMd twice over. The Charge 
Officer will also see that dependants of workers on village 
works within his charge who ha.ve refused to accept cooked 
food are brought on to the village relief list, and doles /,ri. ven 
them 011 the village works being closed.· . 
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(B) ViUage Relief ~Vorks. 

In tracts sev!ol""ly distressed. 

VIlI.-In districts severely distressed, in which this proct'Gure is. 
enjoined by the Commissioner of the Dh'j~ioll with the previous 
sanction of the Chief Commissioner, a special list termed the 
B list will be prepared. On it will be entered the names of 
the heads of the poorest labouring families in each village, with 
the number of members in each family, to whom relief will be· 
giveL if the need arises. The list will show how many 
members of the family are receiving relief gratuitously or at 
kitchens. . 

Note (l).-No farm servant in permanent employ·can be put on this list. 
Note (2).-Persons who habitually labour fOl' hire will not be excluded from the list of 

labourers merely because they happen to own a small plot of land. 

IX.-The preparation of this list can be put in hand at once by patwaris 
and mukaddams under the supervision of Circle and Charge 
Officers. 

X.-Distribution of relief to able-bodied persons on the B list will only 
be· given for one month at a time, and only when, owing to 
partial cessation of agricultural operations, there is insufficient 
field work available, and can only be allowecl on the sanction 
of the Commissioner, who shall at once inform the Chief 
Commissioner of the orders passed by him. An application 
by the Deputy Commissioner to the Commissioner for·· 
permission to distribute relief to able-bodied persons on the. 
B li~t must contain an estimate of the numbers likelv to be 
relieved. • 

XL-Relief to able-bodied persons under these rules will be conditional 
on work which will be exacted from them by the mukaddams. 
The mukaddam must be ready to inform the Circle or Charge 
Officer what work persons on the B list have been put on ; 
and thE' kind of work will be generally arranged .with the 
mukaddams by Charge officers. It may consist of petty local 
improvements, as well as weeding or transplanting in fields or 
ryots unable themselves to employ labour; but Circle Officers 
must nbt be permitted to interfere with the discretion of the 
mukaddam. 

In tracts not severely distressed. 

XII-In districts not severely distressed, it will not be necessary to, 
prepare' formal B lists beforehand; but if, later on, in the rains, 
distress is found to increase, discretion must be given to G'harge· 
Officers to expand the gratuitous list by the addition to them 
of dependants of labonrers without special reference to their' 
capacity for work. But persons added on in this manner will 
be distinctively marked on the list, and the mukaddams will 

. be required to exact work from them. 

9. The twelve rules embodied in the preceding' paragiaphconvey the· 
general instructions to he observed; but, owing' to the great differences in local 
circumstances, it is impossible to frame instructions in sufficient detail applicable· 
to all periods oJ the "season or to all localities.Subli<idiary instructfons will, 
therefore, he necessary, which Commissioners have 'discretion to issue, provided 
that they do not conflict with the spirit of the rules, and are reported for the 
Chief Commissioner's approval. For instance, in regard to the B list,.selections 
may prove difficult, and it may be necessary to limit· the numbers on this form 
of relief to a. certain percentage, on the basis that if a certain proportion ox 
labourers are assisted by Goverment, the rest will find work. It may also be. 
found advis'1hle to prescribe limitations as to the total amount of relief which 
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may be given to a single -family. The relief is intended to supplement, not to 
take the place of, what the family may earn. These are all matters on whic~ it 
is impossible to lay down strict rules at this juncture, but in respect of whIch 
the Ufficiating Chief Commissioner will be glad'to consider any suggestiol\s 
which local officers may have to make wh~n the situation is further developed. 

10. It is of the greatest importance that no time should be lost in making 
the arrs.ngemeilts whereby the system of relief may be, changed from camps to 
villages without a hiatus of insufficient relief. The actual workers in the camps. 
will probl\bly have a small saving, and in the first. burst of sowing operations 
will find sufficient employment; but their dependants have to be provided for. 
These have hithe$ been accepting cooked food at the camp kitchens, and 
should continue to recei va this form of relief in their homes. It would be quite. 
unnecessary to put them on the village relief list if there are kitchens within 
reach. It will, therefore, be necessary in those tracts in which kitchens. have 
not heen widely extended, and where distress is ap,prehended, to open kitchen~ 
in ad vance of the tide of returning dependants. fhey are the ultimate mean • 

. of saving life, if the distressed person has fuiled to attract the notice of the 
Circle Relief Officer. • 

11. There are certain tracts in the Province, the wilder zamindaris and· 
the hilly regions of the Satpura districts, in which, owing to the great di~tance 
between villages, kitchen·relief cannot be managed. In some local areas of 
this description, distribution of dry grain at depots has taken the place of 
cooked food. This plan may be necessary in a few local areas, but it can never 
be worked side by side with kitchen-relief, and it still requires cash doles paid 
in the villages to the infirm who are unable to come to the dep{it. Any tracts. 
in which resort to distribution of dry grain is considered to be necessary on any 
ground should be distinctly specified by Commissioners, and the necessity for
the system, as well as the plan on which it is to be csrritd out, should be clearly 
explained. 

12. In conclusion I am to forward some district notes showing in general 
terms the plan of relief in each district which seems to be prima facie necessary •. 
It is, of course, subject to modification, but may be of general use. 

Enclosure in No. 18. 

",lote appended to Famine Cire!dar No. F-49, dated the 7th 1-Yay, 1900, regarding 
arrangements in the rains. 

. .The following district notes indicate generally the views of the Com. 
miSSIOners as expressed at the conference. Under the estimates it is probable 
that the number of Public Works Department camps will be reduced from 
180 to ahoat 50, with further gradual reduction as the season advances. 

2. The estimates of the number of kitcheIl/S required to serve each district 
.Il"e base~ on the calculati<?n that a kitchen will serve effectually a radius of 
three miles or 27 square mdes. The area under Government fl/rest is deducted 
from the total area of the district. Some districts show already more kitchens 
than this number, but a very slight reduction in the radius adds greatly to the 
number of kitchens. For instance, if a district of :1,700 square miles requires 
100 kitchens for a three-mile radius, it will require 225 for a two-mile radius. 

3: As regards the numbers likely to return to the works after the rains 
break, it will be observed that in certain districts, e .. q., Raipur, Bilaspur, Betul 
Balag~t, and to. a small extent in Nimar and Bhandarn, the percentage of 
;>opulation on rehef exceeds the percentage of labourers. In such districts the 
n~l1lber of cultivators on works must be very large, and the numbers when the 
rallls break should drop very.rapidly. 

10&66 
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DISTRICT' NOTES. 

SAUGOR. 

Percentage on Total Population. 

Field General Total. Muimum on Relief Mazimum on Relief 
Labourera. Labourero. in laet Famine. up to the 1'reoent. 

8'1 

I 
16'1 

I 
24'2 

I 
9'85 6'6a 

Total number of kitchens required to serve the entire district ••• 120 

Number of kitchens at present open ... ... ... ... 45 

. Distress of a severe character will probably be confined to the two northern 
tahsils of Khurai and Banda. Commissioner thinks that two Public Works 

. Department works in the rains will suffice, and that kitchens (which will be 
!lQnsiderably increased) and a liberal gratuitous village relief list, expanded if 
necessary under Rule xn., will meet the needs of~he district., . . 

DAMOR. 

Percentage on Total Population. 

Field General Total. Maximum on Relief MnIimum on 'Relief 
Labourera. Labourers. in last Famine. up to the Preaent. 

I 
i 

8·1 8'2 16·;.! , 18'32 2.31 , 
, , , 

Number of kitchens at present open , ... ... 32 

Distress in this district is slight, no Public Works Department work has 
been opened and none will be required. Kitchens must be increased, but no B 
list will be nec~ssary. 

J UBBUL1'OKE. 

Percentage on Total Population . 

Field General Total. .Maximum on Relief Maxi"6J:um on Relief 
Labouren. Labouren. in lasl. ~amine. up to the !'resent. 

1l'1 . 10'0 2l'7 12'95 7'24 

I 

, , , 
Total number of kitchens required to serve the entire district, ... 12,6 

70 Number of kitchens at present open ... ... ... 
'The Commissioner thinks that two Public Works Department works, 

preferably metal-breaking, will suffice for the rains in this district, ~or a time at 
&11 events. It will be necessary to expand .gratuitous relief and ~ mc:ease the 
number of kitcheI1s. But he does not anticipate that a B l~st Wlll proye 
necessary. Distress will practically be confined to the non·haveh tracts. 
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MAND):.A •• ' 

P ....... tage on Total Population. 
.... -.. .... . - -_ .. , . 

Fiold General Total. Maximum on Belief Huimum on Belief 
Labouren. Labomen. in last Famine. . up to \he Pzeoen .. 

.... . -----_.- -,. - _ .. -

9'7 6'9 15'16 ; 10'8' 10()() 

.. 

Total number of kitchens required to serve the entire district ... 86 

Number 'of kitchens at present· open 
. . . ... . .. 37 

,There is only one Public Works Department work in this district •. and, 
none will be req~ed in the rains. Kitchells will ~ difficult to manage inl 
remote v\lJages, and.in for.est areas; and gratuitous and village, work l"eli~fl 
must be the main stand by. List B will therefore probably be necessary in. 
order to deal with petty cultivators who also fall in the category,of labourers. 
Kitchens will however be expanded as far as possible. 

SEQ!lI. 

Percentage on Total Population. 

Field General Total. Mu:imum on Relief Muimum on Relief 
La.bourer~. Labourers. in last Famine,: up to the Present. 

.. -----_ .. 

I I 
i 

7'0 10'9 17'9 S'23 12'60 . 
I 

, 

Total number of kitchens required to serve the entire district ... 86 

N umber \>f kitchens at present open , ... 64 

.. 

Two Public Works Department works will probably be maintained in ,the. 
'Seoni .Tabsil and possibly one in L,akhnadon.· As far as practicable the railway 
camps will be selected. There is little distre~s in the haveli, and if a B list is, 
required it will be in the Korai, U gli, and Barghat tracts, where rice is most, 
important. Kitchen relief must be extended. . 

NARSINGHPUR. 

Percentage on Total Popula~ion. 

Field Geneml Total. Maximum on Relief Maximum on Belief 
Labourere .• Labourera. in last F&mine. up to the 1'Ioseut. 

6'8 17"0 23'8 15'96 1'68 

Total number of kitchens required to serve the entire district ... 60 

Number of kitchens at present open ... 38 
The district is very slightly distressed; the kitchen attendance is sm~ll. 

No Public Works Department works will be required, and no B list will be 
necessary. In the hilly portion of the district, gratuitous relief, both cash doles 
and kitchens, will be exte~d. .In the plains portion a few test kitchens shqul~ 
be established ; they Cftn be ~ry' rapidly extended there if dist.ress is found to' 
increase.. . . . '. !, 

10566 o '! 
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HOSHANGABAIl. 

Percentage on Total Poputation . 
". -- .. . -
, Field General Tota.!. Ma.s:imum on Relief 'Maximum OD Reliel 

Laboure1'8. Labourers. in last Famine. up to the Present. 

! I 

6,1 15.1 21'2 13'SO 13'22 
\ 

Total ,number of kitchens required to serve the entire district ..• 102 
Number of kitchens at present open .••••• 26 
Two Public Works Department camps during the rains will certainly be 

necessary for foreigners who do not return, and cannot be returned, to their· 
homEl\!. Two more will probably be required for local workers. Kitchens will 
have' to be greatly expanded all over the district, and in two tahsils, Harda and 
Hoshangabad, a B list will be necessary. 

NIMAR. 

Percentage on Total Population. 

Field General Tota.!, Maximum on Belief Maximum 011 Relief 
Labourers. Labourer:;. in last. Famine. up to the Present. 

4'0 IS'7 1'19 19'01 

Total number of kitchens required to ser'l"e the entire district 77 
Number of kitchens at present open ... ... 70 
The inclusion of the Harsud Tahsil and opening of ryotwari villages has 

ndded to the labourer and labouring-cultivator classes since the census. 
Kitchens may still be increased, and in view of the high mortality in the 
district, this kind of relief &hould not be stinted. 

The two works on the Kbandwa-Akola Railway, one at Manjrod and one' 
at Jaswari, must be kept open, principally for foreigners. It may be necessary 
to keep one work in the Harsud Tahsil, though land reclamation by persons on 
the B list will probably suffice for relief of the able-bodied. It is most important 
in the ryotwari tracts to keep the ryots to the villages. . 

Burhanpur can probably be served by kitchen and town relief; but, if 
necessary, a Public Works Department ,work, to which admission will be by 
ticket, can be kept open sufficiently near Burhanpur to allow hutting to be 
dispensed with. 

A B list will only be necessary in the Harsud tahsil, and possibly in the 
ryotwari areas elsewhere in the district. 

Field 
ILahourers. 

BETUL. 

Percentage on Total Population. 

General 
Loboaron. Total. 

Muimum on Relief Muimum on Relief 
in last Famine. up to the Present. 

--------~---------,--------------------!,---------

6'2 Is·a M·a6 

Total number .of kitchens required to serve the entire district ... 95 
Number of kitchens at present open ......... 123 
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The district is poor, and very deeply distressed. It will probably be 
necessary to keep three Public Works Department works open along the 
Nagpur-Itsrsi Road, at first at all events. Kitchens have already been greatly 
extended, their distribution haij only to be considered. B lists will be 
necessary. The possibility of diijtributing relief to those on the A and B lists 
in jungly tracts by means of existing depots must be considered, but dry-grain 
doles and kitchens cannot be kept going side by side, and arrangements for 
infirms unable to walk to a kitchen or depot must be made. 

CHHINmVABA. 

Percentrig. on Total Poputation. 

~ -Field General ToW. Maximum on ltelief MaIimum on Relief 
Labourers. Laboure •. in last Fa.mine. up to the Present. 

__ 1_5_·~ __ ,.-.!.I ___ 2'_7 __ J..-__ 17_'1_6 __ , __ 4_'8_2 __ I~.~_1_8'~4 ___ .• 

Total number of kitchens required to serve the entire district... 145 
Number of kitchens at present open 82 
Distress is less severe than in Betul. Commissioner considers that, three 

to four works in the Chhindwara tahsil will probably be necessary, especiaIly in 
areas which chiefly produce rabi crops, where there will be less field labour 
available. The jagirs and the Ambara and Khamarpani tractR may be served by 
a dep"t system like that in force in Betul. Kitchens may be extended wherever 
possiDle. In the Sausar tahsil arrangements under Rule XII, if required ~hould 
meet necessities in all open tracts. , 

Field 
Ll\bourers. 

29-6 

WABDHA. 

Perr-Bntage on Total Population. 

General 
La.bourers. Tot&!. 

&H2 

Maximum on Belief Maximum on Relief 
in last Fa.1Jline. up to the present. 

Total number of kitchens required to serve the entire district 8,4 
Number of kitchens at present open ... ... 63 
Distress is at present severe in this district; but agricultural work in the 

rains will probabl;r provide for the able-bodied. Three publ ic works may be 
maintained for a time, preferably ballast-breaking for the railway. All th~t is 
believed necessary is relief to labourers by supporting their dependants by 
kitchens and cash doles; and Rule XII. should meet all requirements. 
Kitchens will need extension. 

NAGPUR. 

Percentage on Total PupulatiQn. 

Field General Tot&!. Mazimum on Relief MaDmum on Relief 
Laboul'81'l. Labourel'lo iD, last Famine. up to the Present. 

, 
17.3 4-7 21'10 2'40 5-96 . 

Total number of kitchens requireq to serve the entire district ... 122 
26 Number of kitcbllns at present open ... • •• .... 
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... 'It l is 'not !expected that 'Sny Public Works Department· relief-work will be 
tequired here, as the most distressed part of the district (Dongartal) is not very< 
populous, and is served by village works, but a B list may prove necessary in 
this tract. ' . . 
'. Kitchens 'will have to be extended everywhere for the dependants of 
labourers arid distressed artizans, as a test of distress as well lIS a means of relief; 
With the possible ex'ception of the Dongartal tract, Rule XII should meet all 
requirements. ., . . 

,. 

CHANDA. 

Percentage on Total Population. 

Field General Total. Maximum on Relief Maximum on Relief 
Labourers. Labourers. in last Famine. np to the P"""'Dt. 

iT 

17'8 3'7 I 20'15 1'5 15'65 

Total number of kitchens required to serve the entire district... 272 
Number of kitchens at present open .•• . ••• ••• .54 
The rice 'tracts of this district are severely distressed, Bnd the' distances and 

wildness of the zamindari areas make relief arrangements difficult. Three 
Public Works Department works only should be maintained, viz., Chanda, Mul 
and BrahmapUri. Kitchens must be very largely extended, B lists framed and 
~lief given liberally to dependants' of the labouring classes. . . 

BHANDARA. 

Percentage on Total Population. 

Field General .",0141,. Maximum on Relief Maximum on Belief 
Labourers. Labourers. in last" Famine. np to the PrseeDt. 

14'9 2·i 16:lO 5'76 
, 16'95 .. I 

Total number of kitchells required to serve the entire dis¢ct •.. 127 
Num~er of kitchens at present open .••.• .~. ••• ••• 188 
It.is expected that one work at Gondia, and two more, to be selected after 

local consultation, should suffice as Public Works Department relief camps. 
Kitchens' have already beim widely' extended, but their distribution must be 
examined. B lists will be necessary, but exception may'be made in a' few 
tracts w here distress is less severe. 

BALAGHAT. 

Percmtag. on Total Population. 

Field Genela! Total. Muimum on Belief Muimum. on Relief 
Labonrers. Labourers. in laat P'amina. np to tbe Prseent. 

. , .. .. -

127 2'6 14,.13 18'15 29-69 

Total number of kitchens required to serve the entire district ••• 82 
·N amber of kitchens -at l'rcsent'Operr' ',.. . •.•• .- .. 00 .-.. ;,;... ..... '. -1311-'- '" 
Kitchen relief has been well extended. Commissioner think that four 

camps ~ay be needed in the rains, probably two along the ~1w'ay,o!1e.at Katangi, 
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a very distressed tract, and one .. t Waraseoni., But these may very likely be 
susceptible of reduction. • • , a 

List B will be necessary here; and arrangements for the Behir tahsil will, 
require special consideration, ' 

RAIPUB. 

Percentage 1m Total Population. 

Field General Total, Muimum on Belief Mmmum on Belief 
Labourer •. Labourers. in last Famine. up to th~ Present. 

I 
6'2 4'7 10'9 6'77 . 36-02 

Total number of kitchens required to serve the entire district ... 383 
Number of kitchens at present open .. , ... ••• ••• 612 
There are nearly 50 Public Works Department works open, and over, 

200,000 people on village works. A very large number of the people on these. 
works must be cultivators (compare percentage on relief with .percentage o~ 
labourers). These will all return to their villages for o"OTiculture. B lists will. 
De necessary. Kitchens appear to be sufficient. It is estimated that 10 Public· 
Works Department camps will have to be maintained, but the estimate seems ' 
high. 

BILASPUII. 

Percentage on Total Population. 

Field General Total. Maximum On ReUef Muimum on Relief 
Laboureno. Labouren. in last Famine. up to tho P ....... t. 

--
I 11-7 12'81 22'15 ,. 

Total number of kitchens required to serve the entire district ••• 285 
N umber of kitchens at present open ... ... 321 
It will probably 'be possible to reduce the number of works to six. B lists" 

will be required, ,with plenty of kitchens. 

Field 
Labourera. 

'05 . 

SAI4BALPUR. ' 

Percentage i". Total Populati,}It. 

GeDel'ftl Total, Maximum. OD Relief 
Labourers. in last Famine. 

: 

10'9 
I 

10'14 '35 

i 

• Maximum. OD. Relief 
up to the Present. 

4-17 

Total number of kitchens required to serve the entire district... 168 
N umber of kitchens at present open .:.... 89 
It is thought ,that no large work will be necessary. Kitchens will moot 

most of ~uch distress as continues. In a few tracts village relief lists may be 
exptmded under Rule XII. . 
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No. 19. 
Letter from T. W. Holderness, Esq., C.S.!., Secretary to the Government oJ 

India, Revenue and Agriculture Department, to the Chief CommMsioner of 
the Central Provinces, No. 1130. F, dated Simla, the 1st June, 1900. 

'The Governor, General in Council has read with interest Famine Circular 
No. 49.F., dated 7th May, 1900, which you have caused to be issued to 
divisional and district officers with reference to the arrangements for famine 
relief to be made during the rains. 

2. 'His Excellency in Council has no doubt that in a province like the 
Central Provinces with a heavy rainfall, great distances, and imperfect com· 
munications, major relief workR cannot be made the ·main basis of relief during 

,the rains. fhe prflsllcurionof such works during the rainy- season is difficult, in 
any part of India, and in the famine of 1897 this method of relief' had every. 
wh,'re to be accompanied with a considerable expansion of village and kitchen 
relief, and with considerahle grants of money in the form of loans or gifts TO the 
cultivating classes, to enable them to resume their home occupations and to give 
employment in the villages to the labouring and menial classes.' In the Central 
Provinces in 1897 the rainy season was marked in many districts by a deplor. 
able increase of malarial diseases and mortality, and experience clearly proved 
that in such circumstances large public works were kept open with difficulty 
and failed to give suitable relief to the classes which most required it. 

3. The scheme of relief described in your circular is framed on very 
generous lines, and in a famine of less intensity would unquestionably be open 
to the charge that it erred on the side of excessiye liberality. It practicltlly 
amounts to the offer of cooked food tbroughout the distressed area to all comers, 
irrespective of their bodily condition or material circumstances, and to the 
establishment of kitchens in such numbers as to bring this offer within easy, 
reach of' nearly every "mage. It may be doubted whether in any previous 
famine relief has been made so easy ann universal, or so free from, any test of' 
want other than the test imposed by the scruples of the higher classes or castes 
to eat cooked food. SItch scruples appear to be less strong in the Central 
Provinces than elsewhere, and they are known to diminish or disappear 
altogether under the force of circumstances., 

It is further provided that persons in weakly condition who refuse to accept 
coOked food are to be brought on the gratuitous cash relief list of the village, 
and that able· bodied labourers may similarly be brought on the cash relief list 
of their village on the condition that they perform any work which the headman 
of the village maY prescribe. Such work, it is stated, may ulClude weeding or 
transplating in the field~ of the headman or of the other ryots of' the village if 
they are unable themselves to employ labour. As the diecretion of the headman 
in the matter of prescribing work is not to' be questioned by thEl circle officer, 
this particular condition I;Jay be considered elastic. 

4. This scheme of relief hus been framed by you in concert with the n,ost 
experienced relief officers of the province, and is considered to be the best, if not 
the only, way Of bringing the great mass of the labouring classes back to their 
villnges and their usual occupations, without exceptional mortality or privations 
at the close of' a famine of unprecedented severity. In these circumst.'lnces the 
Governor General in Council refrains from dwelling on niIIe. possible objections 
which might be taken to it oil various grounds. He is willing that it should be 
fairly and fully tried, recognising that the problem of famine relief during the 
rainy season is one of very great difficulty, an<1 that in the Central Provinces in 
189i it was not satisfuctorilysolved by the usual methods. But ~e trusts that 
vigilance will be exercised in seeing that the liberality of the State IS not abused, 
that the scbeme will be tightened up if abuses should become general, and that 
relief under its provisions will not be maintained, especially in the case of the 
able.bodied, longer thon is necessary for the avoidance of mortality. The 
particular feature of the scheme which i&o,open to the greatest abuse is that 
enabling the villa,g;e headmen to carry out the cultivation of their own fields Hnd 
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that of their friends by State paid labour. Unless very close check in the 
manner suggested in para.,.,<>TI!.ph 9 of your circular is kept on the numbers so 
employed, the cost of such relief may outrun all bounds, and substantial culti
vators, who ha,-e received large sums of money for cultivation expenses fr"m 
the State and the Charitable Relief Fund, will escape their natural obligations. 
Between 50 and 60 lakhs of rupees lire being distributed for this purpose in the 
Central Provinces, and the addition of so much capital to the remaining resolIl'Ces 
of the cuItivatorll.should create a substantial fund for the employment of field 
labour during the coming rains. The Governor General in Council accepts the 
opinion of yourself and your officers that this fund, though substantial, is in 
itself insufficient this year for the full employment of the labouring classes, and 
will require to be supplemented in the manner proposed. But he must ask that 
the B lists be very closely regulated and kept within proper limits, that they be 
disallowed altogether by the district officer in villages which he considers c~ 
pay for their own labourers, and that the number of labourers placed in each 
rustrict on the B lists be shown in a separate column in the weekly detailed 
stateme!lt of relief operations compiled for the province. 

No. 20. 

'Letter from R. H. Craddock, Esq., I.C.S. Chief Secretary to the Chief' 
r:ommisioner, Central Provillces, to the Secretary to the Government of India, 
Revenue and Agriculture J>epartmcnt, No. F.1604, dated Pachmarhi, the 
18th June, 1900. 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No_ H30.F., dated 
the 1st June, conveying the observations and orders of His Excellency the
Governor-General in Council ul?on the programme of relief operations during 
the rains, contained in this Admmistration's Famine Circular No. F.49 of the 7th 
ultimo. I am to express the thanks of the Officiating Chief Commissioner for' 
the permission accorded to him to carry out relief administration on the 
undoubtedly liberal lines provided in the Circullll". 

2. The general caution enjoined by your letter and the instructions con
tained in the closing paragraph will be strictly and loyally observed, and I am 
to forward for the information of the Government of India copy of a letter' 
(No. F.1603, of to-day's date) which is issuing. to an Commissioners in regard 
to the regulation of the B lists. The necessity for caution had been insisted on 
at the Conference which preceded the issue of the Circulllr j but the Officiating 
Chief Commissioner has thought it well to call special attention to it now. 

3. I am to represent, however, one or two matters in which the orders con
tained in Famine Circular No. 49 have been construed by the Government of 
India to imply more than was intended. Although it was laid down in Rule XI. 
(paragraph 8 of the Circular) that Circle Officers were not to interfere with the 
discretion of the headman in regard to the work taken from labourers on the 
B list, it was not intended to give the headmen an absolutely free hand. The 
nature of th<1 work 00 be taken was to be se~ed by the Charge Officer. Though 
it may occasionally happen that B list labourers are put to weed the headman's 
fields, it is not contemplated by the rules that this should be the general practice. 
The fields to be weeded are those of cultivators unable to employ labour, and the 
village headman wiII seldom or never full within this category. 

4. I am further to submit, with referenfe to another remark made in para .. 
grnph 4 of your letter, that tukavi and charitable grants have not been giv(ln to 
substafitilll cultivators, The takavi advances have generally been made to 

. cultivators who can command but ~ittle credit, and grant~ from the Charitable 
Fund have been confined to tenants who are poorer even than the recipients of 
takavi. In order also to make these sums go as far as possible individual loans 
and grants have been kept small, and the recipients will not have much to spru:c 
for wages to labourers. . 

10066 
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5. As desired by the .Government of India the number on the B lists will 
duly be shown in a separate column in all returns. Orders have issued whic!: 
will secure this. 

Enclosure in No. 20. 

Circular Letter: from R. H. Craddock, Esq., 1. C.S., Chi4 Secretar.¥ to the Chief 
Cornrr;issioner, Central Promnres, to all Commissioners of Divisions, Central 
Provinces, No. F.-1603, dated Pachmarhi, the 18th June, 1900. 

With reference to paragraph 9 of Famine Circular No. 4~ enjoining the 
issue of subsidiary instructions by Commissioners for the purpose of carrying 
out the orders of that Circular, I am directed to impress upon you the necessity 
for exercising special caution in regard to the preparation of the B lists, and the 
distribution of relief to persons entered on these lists. 

2. In particular it is necessary to limit the number ofJabourers upon these 
lists, since all labourers will not be unable to find employment. Where relief· 
works are kept open according to the set programmes, no persons should' be 
entered on the B lists within a certain radius of such relief works, otherwise 
such persons might after receiving the dole present themselves at the relief works 
and thus obtain double relief. Again snch lists should be dispensed with, or 
curtailed to the narrowest limits in all villages in which the villagers are 
sufficiently well off as a body to pay for their own labour. In such cases it 
must be remembered that dependants will under the' Circular still be eligible to 
receive support. The distribution of relief to those on the B lists should also 
be very closely s.upervised and watched, so that abuses which may come to light 
may be promptly checked. Persons entered on these lists should not be led to 
anticipate as a' matter of certainty that they will receive relief; for it is from the 
B list as originally framed that selections will be made of those labourers who 
have, as a matter of fact, failed to obtain employment, who are unlikely to resort 
to kitchens, and who actually appear to be in want. 

3. Rule XI (paragraph 8 of the Circular) allows a considera.ble discretion 
to the village headman to decide upon the work to be taken from labourers on 
,the B list, and it is stated that Circle Officers must not be permitted to interfere 
with that discretion. Thisdiscretion is intended to prevent the risk of ill-advised 
interference by Circle Officers of small experience or lacking in tact; but it is 
also clearly provided that the kind of work must be generally arranged with 
)Inkaddams by Charge Officers. The kind of work to be done should as far as 
po"sible be work which, owing to want of funds, could not have been carried out 
but for the help given by Government; and if a Circle Officer finds that the 
Mukaddam is generally employing these State-paid labourers on work which he 
or others could easily afford to pay for, it will be that officer's duty to bring the 
t'l.Cts to the notice ot the Charge Officer,. All these points, too-ether with any 
other safeguards which may, without prejudice to the success of relief, occur to 
you to be advisable, should be made clear in the subsidiary instructions which 
you issue under paragraph 9 of the Circular. 

4. This letter does not issue as an ordinary Famine Circular, because the 
circumstances of different districts differ so much that it is desirable that the 
prelJaration and regulation of B lists should be left in the first instance to the 
initiative and control of Commissioners. General orders which would filter 
doVl- n to Charge and Circle Officers might lead to excessive or insufficient 
liberality, as the case might be, in different localities. The Officiating Chief 
Commissioner desires here rather to indicate and enforce the responsibility of 
Commissioners for the issue of necessary instructions. 
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No. 21. 
Leiter from R. H. Craddock, Esq., I.C.S., Chi~f Secretary to the .Chief 

('omlllissiolle1·, Ce"tral Provinces, to the Commissioner, Chhattis.qarh 
Di!,ision, Raipur, No. F. 1805, dated Na.1pur, the 11th July, 1900. 

I am directed to address you with reference to the various matters relat~ng 
to famine relief discussed with yourself and tile local officers on the occaSIOn 
of the Officiating Chief Commissioner's recent visit to the districts of your 
Division. 

2. Not much progress has as yet been made in reducing the numbe; of 
Public Works Department charges in the distncts 

I.-Public Works Department of Ruipur and Bilaspur\ Rnd there is rea~on to 
,works. suppose that, as already reported by yourself, the 

Public Works Department works are still too 
attractive. The measures to be adopted in order to' encourage the people to 
return to their homes, without actually refusing this form of relief to those at 
present resorting to it, were fully discussed, and the following course of action 
met with general approval :-

(i.) To exercise greater strictness in the matter of tasks, which had 
been somewhat relaxed during the period of greatest heat. 

(ii.) To aholish the rest-day wage. This had, in fact, alreadv been 
done, except in the .T anjgir tahsil ,of Bilaspur, where it will 
now be carried out. 

(iii. ) 

(iv.) 

(v.) 

To double up adjacent charges and draft the workers. 

To close all works to new admissions except in the case of the 
charges selected for maintenance during the rains, and a few 
pthers which the Deputy Commissioner may select. 

To refuse admission to applicants at Public Works Department 
kitchens not being dependants of workers in the camp, except 
in the case of persons requiring hospital relief, who could not 
with safety be directed to the nearest Civil kitchen. 

3. The8e were the measures advocated which were, or could be made, 
applicable to both districts. In Bilaspur it was also determined to lower the 
wage basis so far as the 25 per cent. rule admitted. In Raipur there was no 
scope for furtber action under this rule. The Deputy Commissiouer urged the 
adoption on Public Works Department works of the lower scale of wages paid 
at Village Works, but it was considered tbat this was a measure to be 
held in reserve, and one which it was hardly safe to 'resort to at tbe present 
juncture. 

4. It was also determined to confine. admissions to open camps, in the 
case of residents of villages within a five· miles radius of the work, to persons 
certified by the Charge Officer, or under his orders, to be fit recipients for 
relief. In this connection I am to forward a copy of the rules relating to 
admission by ticket which were introduced into the J ubbulpore Division. 
These rules related to a different season of the year and may require some 
modification, but they will probably be of use to you as a general guide. 
You will observe that the grant or refusal of tickets is reserved to Charge 
Officers, and Mr. Fraser thinks that this is the wisest course to follow, even 
though it causes some delay. Practically it may be said that the persons who 
would be allowed tickets would be the persobs who would otherwise be entered 
on the B list, but it is important to remember that if small cultivators are 
refused B list relief on the ground that they can go to the work, their chances 
of cultivating their land will be very small. 

5. Another measure which was approved in Raipur, was the h.mdina 
over of relief workers to mukaddams of their villages who apply for labou~ 
for weeding and guarantee employment and wages to the labourers. It was 
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not an uncommon complaint in the last famine by malguzar~ that they could 
not secure labourers for weeding. The complaint, in many cases, was found to 
be due to t.he desire of' the malguzars to underpay agricultural labour; but, if 
the mukaddam is a trustworthy man, and can be relied upon to pay reasonable 
wages, there is no ri~k in handing over to him labourers resident in his village. 
The extent to which re~ort is succefsfully made to this expedient, should be 
noticed in the weekly and monthly reports. There is, of course, no reason 
why this same procedure should not be followed in Bilaspur al~o. 

6. It was brought to notice that able-bodied persons are now resorting to 
kitchens in increasing numbers. But the general 

H,-Kitchens. opinion, in which :Mr. Fra8er concurs, was that the 
general orders contained in Famine Circular 

No. 49 should be adhered to for the present. If the able-bodied man is 
excluded, and is unable'to find work, he will before long cease to be able
bodied, and will be unable to do agricultural work when it does become 
available. l?or the present, therefore, admission to kitchens must continue 
free. The p08ition can be reviewed later 011 when it is seen how far persons 
for whom work in the field is reany available, prefer idleness and a meal at the 
kitchen. The feasibility of exacting some work on the analogy of B list relief 
from able-bodied perso!:.s attending kitchens is a matter for local experiment 
and report. The issue of general orders must await further experience of the 
working of the free admission rules. The sYAtem of branch kitchens st»rted 
by Captain Hardinge, Charge Officer of Drug, appears to be very successful. 
The offi('iating Chief Commissioner would be glad of a note from that officer 
defcribing in detail the sytem on which they are worked, and the advantages 
gained thereby. 

7. The B lists have not yet been com{lleted in Raipur, but are, it is 
understood, ready III Bilaspur, though no distribu-

III.-B list relief. tion has yet been sanctioned. It was represented 
that in the Janjgir tahsil it is possible to keep a 

certain number of Village Works open in the rains; and it was suggested that 
in such cases the distribution of B list relief would be unnecellsary, Village 
Works are, however, carried out by piecework, and even in the most favourable 
soils it would not always be possible to ensure regularity of employment and 
wages. It is doubtful, therefore, whether a village worker having no means 
of subsistence, could earn enough to maintain himself upon these works. The 
following rule was accordingly adopted :-

" If in any charge there are villages in which minor village works are 
feasible during the rains, such works may be opened from time to 
time as the weather permits. On these works may be employed-

(i) People on the B list who have actually received a dole. 
(ii) Applicants to be paid by the day on the ordinary 

village-work system, such persons being admitted by 
the mukaddam in accordance with the orders of tbe 
Charge Officer." 

In villages where such works are feasible the B list will be restricted, and 
it Inay even be dispensed with in any village where the work available is likely 
to afford regular employment. But care will be necessary that small cultivators 
iabouring in their own fields do not sutIer. So far as present information goes, 
such persons are likely to accept food at kitchens if in real want, but their case 
must not be overlooked. This rule was decided upon at the conference at 
Bilaspur, but there is no reason wpy it should not be·applied 1P any charge in 
Raipur where the character of the country admits of such village works being 
carried on in the rain. 

R. T:;m now to turn to the Sambalpur District, where the circumstances 
'fh' Ubi D' tr· t. differ considerably from those of the other two 

e "am a pur 18 lC d'· t· D· . . Th t t IstrlCts 0 your IVlSlOn. ere are a prefen 
two Public Works Department works in Samhalpur-lit Dabra in the 
Chandarpur Zlimindarl, and at Barpali in the Bargarh tahsil. Two more works 
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started with) from 1891 to 1899, a.nd for the first six months of the current 
year:- ,C i,' 

I Births. Deaths. 

lear, Deduced I , 
, , Population. ToW Birth~rate Birth· ... te Total . Death- Death. 

Births. per per 
Deaths, : rate per rate per 

I 
Meneem. Annum. I Mensem. A.onum. 

I I 

1891 .:. .. , .I.,' , 286,612" 11,402, 3'31 39'78 9,428 2'74, 32'89 
, 

1892 ... .. , .. , 286,421 10,403 3'02 36'32 9,013 2'62 31'47 

1893 ... , .. ... 291,340 11,453 3'27 39'31 7,909 2'26 27'15"" 
1894, .. , .' ... .., 290,814 9,079 2'60 31'22 11,361 3'25 ' 39'Qll , 

1~95 ... ... ... 290,120 
• 

10,395 2'98 35'83 12,746 3'66 43'93' I 

1896 ... .. , , .. 285,830 1l,015 3'21 38'53 12,324 3'59 4g'11 

1897, .. .. , ... 285,801 12,731 3'71 44-54 17,030 4'96 59·5&, I 

189!! ... '" , .. 280,743 12,374 3'67 44'07 9,777 2'90 34'82 

1899 .. .. , .. 285,939-, -·1.&,860-- .. --4,91- - .58'96 13,043 3'45 ' 41'40 

rJ~~ ... 287,766 1,110 3'86 46'29 1,726 6'00 72'00 

February , .. ' 287,387 '1,056 3'67 44'09 1,435 " 4'99 59'92 

March ... 286,693 1,405 4'9o. 58'80 2,099 7'32 87'85 

1"1 April ... 285,903 1,306 4'57 54-82 2,096 7'33 87'97 

, May, .. .. , 284,7t1 1,185 4-16 49'94 2.377 8'35 100'1,9, 

lJune .. , .. , 281,730 1,042 3'69 I 44'38 4,023 14'28 171'35 

• This figure bas been arrived at by adding the births up to the end of June to, and Bubtracting the 
< deaths during that period from, the census population. " " '., 

" Cceteris paribu8, the number of bi,rths ought,to,lJeara fairly constan~ 
relation to the population, and conversely; yet ,we find ,that, at the, end of 1~9,~, 
the former had increased by, nearly a half" .while the latter is shown as havi,ng 
actually decreased, In the absence of any special. circumstances in1luencing 
the procreativeness of the Nimaris, I can only conclude that their number has 
been largely added to by immigration, and, that at the end of the period 
quoted, it really stood at something like 42~,632 insteadof285,939, ,'Assuming 
the former figure to be the more correct, 'and using it in the calcnlation of the 
death· rate for June, it would reduce the ratio' from 171'35 to 113'95 per 
mille per annum, or, excluding deaths from epidemic disease, to 79'96, The 
latter is still a high figure, but it must be remembered that the influx of 
foreigners, which I com;ider a more potent factor, has been left out in the 
calculation, 

The following table shows the birth'rates of the different Provinces of 
India for 1899 :-

Province. Birth·rate. Province. Birth-rate. 

Puujab ... 48'40 Central Provinces (including 47'25 
Chhattisgarh Zamindaris). 

31-30 Bengal ... 42'96 Madras 

N.-W.P. and Ou<1h 113-19 Bombay 36-4.2 , 
' .. ,.~~ ... ... 35'411 Hyderaba<1 Assigned lJistrjct,~ ~0'50 

two' 
Chanda. 
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The rate fup, the ,Nirnap District was 58'96" 

.''' It is true that since then the figure has fallen to 44'38 in ,June; 1900, the 
'time at which the effects, of the famine" and in no other direction are they 
usually more apparent, would, in the course of nature, commence to be felt. 
Still 44'38 is a high ratio for E'ven a prosperous year,-in such a season as this 
phenomenally sO.-and I,pnnot ):>elieve that it ha!!ibeen calculated on anything 
like a correct basis. 

(2) DEATH·RATE. 

A similar dp.duction may be drawn from the death-rates. That in Nimar 
for 1898, an exceptionally healthy season, was 34'82 (calculated on the deduced 
population), that is to. say, 9'38 above the provincial rate (excluding 
Zamindaris), 25'44, for the same YE'ar, although, on other grounds, the district 
is known to be one of the healthiest in the C~ntral Provinces. However, it 
seems Ill!necessary to pursue this argument further. 

(3) COLONISATION. 

,Since last census, a number of new vi.lIages have been opened up in the 
Nimar District, which must have. undoubtedly encouraged immigration, but I 
do not possess sufficient knowledge on this subject' ,to do more tha'!\ allude to it. 
I wa~ informed by the Depnty Commissioner that the village of- Bhorekheda, 
near Singaji Station, was reckoned as having a population of 100, while, early in 
October last, there were over that number of residents on relief in it. 

3. As reg'Rrds II., the district has a border line with Holkar's 'State, 
'extending to some'150 mileS, 'ana- also mui'ches with Khandesli and Berar. 
From these tracts hordes of outsiders appear to have swarmed into Nimar, 
doubtless, attracted by the liberal measures of relief offered, especially that in 
the form' of free kitchens, and, from their wret<?hed condition, causing a 
mortality, although not a birth-rate, out of all proportion to their actual 
nnmbers. What the latter 11re, it is at present impossible to form even an 
approximate estimate, nor, if all goes well, will the fact appear in the coming 
census. As diffused amoug the general population, it is difficult to 
discriminate foreigners from permanent residents, the former concealing their 
domicile from felu' of deportation, and it is only by cross-qnestioning and 
catching them out in theil' statements that the truth is occasionally ascertained. 
~utKtielHifide(l-im.med.i~oll.tI'9l lI,u1. r;mpe~"i.ioo. ths-ta.sk, however, 
.become~ easier, and the following instances may serve to demonstrate the 
proposition :-

(a.) When I inspected the District Jail on the 28th July, ont of 226 
prisoners 107 were foreigners. 

(b.) On the same date ill the Khandwa poor-house ouly 10 of 68 inmates 
were Nimaris. ' 

(c.) In the relief kitchen half of the 1,800 recipients were believed to be 
foreigners. 

(d.) In the Burhanpur poor-honse on the preceding day 268 out of 314 
were outsiders, and in June, i. 3 of the 16 deaths were in the same 
category. 

(e.) In the Harsnd poor-house 21 out of 47 were foreigners. 

~'AMINR RELIEF WORKS. 

U.'J Renka-948 out of 2,634 known to be foreigners. 
(g.) Jaiswari-No returns. 
(h.) Manjrod-74 per cent. reported to be foreigners. (Deaths during 

June 32, out of 44, foreiguers.) 
~i,) Kalimachak,28th July, 190(}-18~~f-331 found -to be foreigners 

on closing the camp., 



138 

(j.) 

Ct;NTR.\J, PROVINCES. 

KITCHENS REPORTED ON llY HOSPITAL At!SISTANTS. 

Mundi Circle, said to have no foreigners, and yet when the Deput~ 
Commissioner recently checked the deaths in two villageA of thiR 
Circle, he eliciteil the following results :-

VILLAGE MUNnI.-Nominal population 2,121, June, 1900 

Domicile. 

Mllndi Khas 

Apparently Nimaris 

Apparently outsiders (non-Nimaris) 

Cholera. 

8 

14 

26 

I D~·_I TO~ 
7 

24 

23 

11\ 

a8 

49 

-~'-'I----I---

'rotal 48 102 

i.e., 49 foreigners out of a total of 102. The Police had returned 
7 out of 103 (1 more than the Deputy Commissioner's verified 
number). 

VILI,AGt; SIWARIA. 

I 
i I 

Domicile. I Cholera. J 
Other Total. 

I 
Di~. 

---_. . -- ~ - ~- - ---

Siwaria Khas 4, I li 9 

Outsiders (non-Nimaris) 11 11 

Total ·1 16 20 

i.e., 11 foreigners out of 20, the Police having returned none out of 
19 deaths (1 IflSS than the Deputy Commissioner's number). 

The same village8 for 18 days of .July, as verified by the Deputy 
Commissioner show-

MUNDI. 

I 

Domicile. I Cholera. 
Other Total. 

I 
Diaeases. 

:lIundi Kh"" ... ... ... ... I - 3 :s 
I 

ApparelJtly Nim8ri8 I - 17 17 ... ... .. . 
I • 

App8\"{\nt1~· olltsiders (non-Nimlll'is) I 1 16 17 ... 
1-

37 rotal .. , ... .. . I 1 36 
i 

I.i'., Ii foreigners out of 37 deaths. 
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SIWABIA. 

Domicile. 

Si waria Khas ... ... ... . .. 
Outsiders (non-Nimaris) ... ... . .. 

- Total ... ... . .. 

i.e., 5 foreigners out of!J deaths. 

Cholera. 

1 

4. 

5 

Other 
DiIeaaeo. 

3 

1 

4. 

139 

Total. 

4. 

5 

-
9 

The police returns for the "Ilme period showed no foreign deaths in 
the whole of the Mundi Circle out of their total of 156, and yet 
the Deputy Commissioner ascertained, by personal verification. 
that in two villages alone, 22 deaths out of 46 'were in this 
category. Can there be any doubt that if the same test were 
applied to a larger ar~a, similar resnlts would be obtained? To 
my mind there is none. . 

(k.) Pandhana-lOl admitted foreigners out of 2,035. 

(l. ) 

(m.) 

(n.) 

Further, Mr. Pasley, Extra-Assistant Commissioner, reports that 
20 per cent. of persons fed at kitchens in his circle (Khandwa) 
are foreigners, and that in checking returns in villages, he finds 
that out of every thrE'e or four deaths, two nre nqn-Nimaris; and 
yet for the past two months the Police have shown only 7 per cent. 
of the total mortality a. foreign. I am convinced that the truth is 
nearer 30. 

Harsud, which is known to be the most distressed tahsil in the 
district, but in which there are few foreigners, gives only the: 
average mortality of Nimar. 

Some indication, too, of the presence of foreigners is seen in the 
comparatively low percentage 'of mortality of children under five 
years of age. Although the district is severely distressed, the: 
percentage of deaths of children within this age-limit has mostly 
been under the average of the eight previous years, e.g., only 
30'47 in June and 42'15 in May, against a previous eight years' 
average of 48'14. This must, I think, be ascribed to the com
parative preponderance among wanderers of adults and older 
children. Otherwise, the reverse result should have been obtained, 
for experience elsewhere has shown that famine tells most severely 
on young children. . 

(o.) Finally, under this heading, I would point out that there are at 
present in the Nimar District some 86,000 persons on relief, which, 
on the dedu:ced population, gives a percentage of over 30. As the 
census percentage of field and general labourers, the class that 
would be principally affected, is only 18'7, it is difficult to account 
for such an enormous proportion, unless on the supposition of a 
great increment to the population from immigration and the influx 
of foreigners; in my opinion especially the latter. 

4. Passing to point Ill-the general unhealthy character ot the season 
u ClOntributin~ to the high mortality. This appears to me to require little or 
no demonstratIOn, and the subject has been alluded to in several of the printed 
famine monthly reports. Last year's rainfall in the Nimar District was both 
absolutely and relatively the shortest in the Province, and, BS one of the 

1- '1' 
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results, the scarcity of water alone was. sufficient to lay the foundation of lin 

abnormaL amount .of_sickness. 'Xhe influence of this cause has lately been 
shown in a striking manner by the immunity from cholera which the workers 
at the relief, camps, where a tight hold was ,kept over the water-supply, 
enjoyed compared with the residents of the surrounding villages. But it is 
not wmil-egaratOtEiIs dISeaSe only that tile importance 'of a pure supply is 
recognised. Where the people are compelled, as m'lny were, to drink from any 
available source, however foul, the prevalence of other affections, and especially 
bowel-complaints, is inevitable. 

5: Point IV;-the prevalence of famine in the district. This has of 
course been the ions et origo mali, for without famine, or the conditions which 
produced it, the causes which I have alluded to under II. would certainly, and 
4;hose under II1..-probably, llQt.have arisell. •. ...Relief . measures. have been 
instituted on a most generous scale, and I believe that, at this moment, a 
hungry man need hardly go two miles for a good meal. Although no doubt 
thousands of lives have thus been saved, the result, as affecting the.,de;J.tq·rate, 
mas, if, my, deductions are correct, to some extent been counterbalanced by the 
crowds of foreign starving wanderers whom they have attracted., The Depu'ty 
Commissioner writes that" no general deterioration, in the physical condition 
of the people has been noticed," and this statement. accords with my own 
observation of several thousands whom I saw attending a fair during my visit 
to Khandwa. ' 
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MONTHLY REPORTS. 

No. 31~, 
I ' 

-~mmar.!J for'the .five weeks ending Hit Marcn. 1900. 

,/' (a). Private rpIiej;-The several private charitable institutions inent)one~f 
in, the previous months' r,cpor~ continued their operations. One cheap, gra.iJ;l1 . 
shop was opened a~ Poona during the month under l'epc,>rt. In several districts, 
relief was given to deserving persons out o;f private charity funds raised locally ';~ 
7,462 persons were thus relieved in the Surat District, 200 in the Poona 
District and 698 in the ThaI' and Parkar,District. The districts of PanGh Mahil.l;;, 
Ahmednagar und Sholltpur received during . ,the month"umler report grantsQiI 
Rs. 500, Rs. 12,000 and Rs. 10,000, respectively, from the Bombay Presidency 
Famine Relief Fund, which were maiuly devoted to providing clothes for such 
of the relief workers, inn:iates"of'poor,honse-s and,-Icitchens and recipients of 
village doles as were in need of them, to relieving respectable destitute persons, 
and to supplementing hospita.! comforts at relief camp hospitals. Similar relief 
wa~ also given in the Ahmedabad and Kajra' Districts out of the grants received 
from the BOlllbay Presidency Famine Relief Fund. 

---- (b) VilZ,lge and poor· house relief.-Village relief was given during the 
month under report in 371 villages in Ahmedabad, 530 in Kaira, 115 in the 
Panch Mahals, 412 in Broach. 343 in Surat, 10 in Thana, 1,848in.KMndesh, 
670 in Nasik, 1,274 in Ahmednagar,I,619 in Poona, 704 in Sholapur Ilnd 4 in, 
ThaI' andParkar. Two poor-houses were opened during the month nndelll 
report in the Poonll District, and one was started at Surat by the Municipalityl 
of that town. 

(c) G,neral characte1' of reli~f works.-There were in progress during the 
month under report 209 relief works under the .Public Worb Agency, besides 
three Local Fund and l\{unicipal works and seven test works. The works 
were of the same character as reported in the preceding month. U seflil works, 
consisting of tank excavation, road construction or earth-work for railways, 
are being substituted wherever possible for metal-breaking works. 

• (d) Physical condition of the.people.-' The condition of people on relief 
works and of the children in kitchens was generally good, but there were out
breakil of cholera in several camps in Nasik and KMndesh. The condition of 
the people in the villages WIIS on the whole fairly good .. Deterioration is how
ever reported among the aboriginal tribes in Northern Gujarat and Khandesh, 
whom it is very difficult to induce to resort to relief work. in spite of specially 
Jenien t treatment. S recial measures on the lines indicated by the Famine 

"Commission have been taken for the relief of these classes. Since the close of 
t.he mon.th nnde: report severe <:>utbreaks of cholera have been reported from the 
di<tricts of Ahmedabad, Kaira and the PluichMaTi9.1s: ,._. , . . _.. ,_ .....• -- . . 

'(e) Deaths' (if any) f,.om starmtion.-Attention is requested to the 
accompanying special del\th-rate return'submitted by the Sanitary Commissioner. 
for the Government of Bombay. Further inquiry is oeing made regarding the: 
high mortality in the' Ahmedabad; Kairn, Broach, Panch MaMls, Surat, 
Khandesh and· Ahmedriagar Districts IIond about the deaths attributed tc 
starvation in those' 'districts and in Thana and Nasik, and the .result will bt> 
separately reported. 

10688 
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(f) FO(ld-stoclca. - Sufficient. 

(g) Importation of grain.-Importation of food-grains into the affected 
districts continues on a large scale. 

(h) General condition and prospect.a of affected area. -The numbers on 
relief largely increased during the month under ~eport. The daily average in 
the last week of the month was 1,30l:s,843, as compared with 1,167,177 in 
the corresponding week of the p~eceding month. The arrangements for relief 
pave been made as efficient as possible, but the gravity of the situation is greatly 
enhanced by the increasing scarcity of water and spread of cholera. The 
mortality among cattle is estimated to be from 50 to 60 per cent. in Kaira, and 
only about 20 or 30 per cent. lire expected to survive the hot season. In 
Northern Gujarat and Khandesh as a whole the proportion of survivals may be 
below this estimate. Measures have been taken to assist the cultivators as far 
as possible by means of takavi advances or from Charitable Funds to purchase 
cattle required for tilla$e, and to keep them informed of the places where plough 

_~llocks are available lor purchase. Experiments have been recently mad~ by 
. the Deputy Director of Agriculture iu this Presidency to adapt bullock power 
tillage implements for use by manual labour, and the instructions drawn up by 
him on the subject have been widely circulated among landholders. 

(i) Rates of wa.qes.-There were no material.fluctuations in the prices of 
the staple food-grains or the rates of wages. 

No. 32. 

Summary for tlie four weelcs ending 28th April, 1900. 

(a) Private relie/-Relief from private charity funds raised locally was 
continued in several districts during the month under report. The following 
allotmerits to the districts named were made from the Bombay Presidency 
Famine Relief Fund :-

District. I Enpees. 

Panch Mahala ... ... . .. ... 1,000 

Broach ... ... ... . .. ... . .. 5,000 

KMndeah ... ... ... ... ... 90,980 

NAsik ... . .. ... . .. ... '" 35,000 
, 

Ahmednagar ... ... ... ... '" 37,000 

Sholapur ... ... ... ... ... 76,000 

SBtara ... .. , ... ... ... '" 1'0,500 

. The Ahmedabad and Kaira Districts also 'received grants from the Fund. 
Arrangements have been made to provide out of these grants seed, bullocks, 
and cheap fodder for the poorer R",<TJ"iculturists. In the Kaira District a largO! 
quantity of Government grass was sold to cultivators at the rate of Rs. 2 per 
1,000 Ibs., the difference between this amount and the price of Rs. 10 charged 
by Government being made up from the Famine Relief Fund. Mr. Ramnsi 
Mulji and certain other gentlemen of Bombay supplied food for a poor-house at 
Pokhl'an, near TbBna. which was specially opened for such of the m.mine·stricken 

• 
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immigrants from Gujamt and Kathiawar into Bombay as were incapable of 
work, the able-bodied bein~ employed on two works op!'.ned in the vicinity, 
One poor-house under private agency wa~ also opened in Broach. 

(b) Villa/Ie and poor-house reliej:-Village relief was given during the 
month under report in 311 villages in Ahmedabad, 547 in Kaira, 180 in the 
Pan~h Mah,\;/s, 4)3 in Brooch, 549 in Surat, 26 in Thana, 1,445 in Khande!ih, 
416 in Nasik, 1,233 inAhmednagar, 1,982 in Poona, 702 in Sholapur, 143 in. 
Satara, 670 iu Bijapur, and 3 in Thar and Parkar. More poor-houses were 
opened in the districts of Kaira, Broach, Nasik, Ahmednagar, KMndesh, and 
Sholtl.pur. 

(c) General charader of relief works_-Besides works 'of the character 
described in previous reports, ballast collection for railways is being undertaken 
wherever possible. .. 

(d) Physical condition ~f the people_-There were outbreaks ofeholera in 
all districts of Gujamt and the Deccan except Poona, both in relief camps and 
poor-houses and in villages. The physical condition of the people was generally 
good_ 

(e) Deaths (if an_v) from Slarvation.-Attention is· requested to the. 
accompanying special death-rate return submitted by the Sanitary Commissioner 
for the Government of Bombay. Further inquiry is being made regarding the 
high mortality in the Ahmedabad, Kaira, Brooch, Panch MaMls, Surat, 
Ahmednagar, Khtl.ndesh, Ntl.sik, and Shol9.pur Districts, and about the deaths 
attributed to starvation in the Ahmedabad, Panch Mahals, Surat, TMna, and 
Ntl.sik Districts, and the result will be separately reported. It will be observed 
that the death-rate was higher than in March in all the Gujartl.t districts except 
Broach_ The decrease in that district was probably due to the departure of 
immigrants owing to the temporary reduction of wages. 

(f) Food slocks.-Sufficient. 

(g) Importation of grain.-ImJlortation of food-grains into the affected 
districts 'continues on a large Reale_ 

. (h) General condition and prospects of a.ffected area.-The daily average 
numbers on relief rose from 1,308,843 in the last week of March to 1,352,163 
in the corresponding week of ApriL The situation became considerably more 
serious during the month under report owing to violent outbreaks of cholera, 
especially in Gujartl.t, Khtl.ndesh, and Ntl.sik_ The supervising staff of the 
affected districts, both medical and other, has been largely increased to assist in 
checking the spread of the disease, and to deal with those people who have fled 
from the works on account of it. Village and poor-house relief is being at the 
same time largely extended. Steps have been taken to prepare suitable 
pro$rammes of works for the rains, so as to admit of the concentration of 
fa.mme labour on large relief works, llnd also of the provision of work as far as 
practicable nearer the homes of the IIgricultural population to afford them 
facilities to resumetilliug operations. • . 

(i) Rates of Wages.-There were no material Huctuations in the prices :)f 
the ~taple food -grains or the rates of wages_ 

No. 33. 

Summary for the four weeks ending 26th May, 1900. 

(a.) Private reliej.-Relief from the Bombay Presidency Famine Relief 
Fund, and from other private funds was continued ill the several districts during. 
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themontliunder report. !J:'he following additional aIlot11l~nts from the Bombav 
Presidency Relief Fund are reported from the districts named :- . 

Panch Mahills ... 

Nasik ... 

Sholitpur 

'1 Sal lira. ••• 

District. 

.... 

Bupeeo. 

17,500 

20,000 

50,000 

12,000 

Additional allotments were also made in the' Broach, Khandesh and 
Ahmednagar Distril!ts, which, brought the total amounts received from the 
Fund in those districts to Rs. 81,000, Us. '2,37,000 and Rs. 2,02,000, 
respectively. In the Ahmedabad District during the month of April lost 
Rs. 7,030 were spent from charitable funds in assisting 11,762 person~ by gifts 
of clothing orblanket~ or in other ways. In the ~asik District the !!xpenditure 
from such funds durmg the month under report amounted to Rs. 1i,:H 4, of 
which Rs. 3,641 were for purchasing seed and 'bullocks for the' poorel" 
agrieulturists. Relief was also given by Missionary institutions in the Kaira 
and N asik Districts. 

, (b. ) Village and poor-house relie/-' Village relief was given during the 
month under report in 529 viLlages in Ahmedabad, 553 in Kaira, ,197 in Panch 
Mahals, 416 in Broach, iiRI in Surat, .75 in Thana, 1,.075 in Khandesh, 497 in' 
Nasik, 1,357 in Ahmednagar, ),06.6 in Poona, 718 in Sholapur, 31.~ in Samra, 
1,01.~ in Bijapur and 4 in Thar and Parkar. ' Nine additional poor-houses were 
opened in the Khandesh district, and one in, each of the districts of Surat, 
Poona, Nasik and Bijapur. There was a large increase in the number of 
recipients of 'Tillage and poor-house relief, the daily average numbel in the last 
week of May being 1,i4,.~76 as compared with 111,705 in the corresponding 
week of April. 

(c.) General character of relief works.-The general character of the relief 
works in progress during the month under report was the same as that described' 
in previous reports; 188 relief works under the Publio Works Agency were in 
progress during the month, and 28 uuder Civil Agency or local bodies. 

(d.) Ph'!fsical condition ,of the people:-'--;"Cholel'~ in an epidemic form 
prevaIled dunng the month throughout GUJ"rat and III several of the Deccm 
Districts, and accounted for a considerable part of the enormous mortality ia 
several districts. Owing'to the outbreak of this disease large numbers· of, 
people Bed from the works and poor-houses ina panic. Prohably many death~ 
amongst them which were really due to cholera have not been attributed to l that' 
cause. The l\Iedi'~al Staff and supervising establishments were largely increased. 
and sen.rch parties w~re of'gallized to pick up the incapable ,alid send them to 
poor-houses or put them on dole. By the end of the month the epidemic had 
been brought under control and the mortality from it had greatly diminished. 
The inquiry by the Sanitary Department regarding the causes of the high 
mortality has not yet been completed. 

(e.) Deaths (if any) from -«tarotllMtt.-These __ e shown in the accom· 
panying special death-rate return submitted by the Sanitary Commissioner for 
the Government of Bombay. Further inquiry is, being made about the deaths 
attributed to s&rvation in the Panoh Mahala and Surat Districts. The deaths 
in the Ahmedabad City attributed iostarvation are almost invariably those of 
wanderers, and the antecedent circumstances are not known. 

(f.) lloud ,stocl.:'s.-Su:fficient. 

, (g) Importation' of grain ..... lmportatioIf of load.grains into' the affected 
districts continues on a large scale., , , ' ' 



(h) General, (lOIl/Jition. and prospects .of affec(ed. area.-Owing to the 
chqlera scare the numbers. on relief works decreased froJJl a daily av~g\l. of 
1,2~0,~58.in tile last week of April tQ 1,035,910 in the jast week .of, ~ay" . 01\ 
that account gratuitous relief was gradually expanded. Since tp.e close of til" 
month confidence has been restored, and people have begun to retu~n to .thll 
works in large numbers. Otherwise the general situation has not up to date 
much improved. Some rain has fallim in the affected districts of the Deccan 
and Karnatak, which has had the effect of drawing' away. soine people from. thll 
relief works for resumption of a"aricultnral operations. . The almost total absence 
of rnit'J. in Gujarnt, however, is causing grave anxiety, and the numbers on reliet 
in that Province are largely increasing. '. 

, (i) . Rates of wages.~ There were no material '/luctuati011s in the prices of 
the staple fwd-grains or the rates of wages. 

No. 34. 

Summary for the five weeks endin.q 30th .June, 1900. 

(a) Prjllate relief.-Relief £rom the Bombay Presidency. Famine Relief 
Fund and from other private funds was continued in the several.districts duriJ:~g 

. the month under report. The following additional allotments from the BOI\lbal' 
Presidency Famine Relief Fund are reported ,from the districts named :-. , 

. District. . I Rupees" 

.' 
Panch MaMls ... ... ... ... .. . 1,15,300 , 
Surat ... ... ... .. . .. . ... 10,000 

Khimdesh ... ... ... .. . ... 2,26,147 
... '-" . .. -- .. .. .. ~. ,,,_ ... 

NaBik \0., ... ... ... ... .. . 1,15,000 

Sholapur - 45,000 '" .... .... , .. ... 
salara ... ... ... .. . ... ... 60,000 

Additional allotments were also made' in' the Broach and Ahmednagar 
districts, which brought the total amounts receh'ed from the fund in those 
districts to Its. 1,46,2:i0 and Rs. 3,70,UOO, respectively. In the Nasik district 
the expenditure tronrcharitabll! fUMs during thelllonth under'l'eport amounted 
to Rs. 32,213, of which Rs. 26,268 were for purchasing seed and bullocks for 
the poorer agriculturists. In the Ahmedabad district' during the month of May 
last Re. 2,650 were spent from charitable funds in assisting 3,463 persons by 
gifts of clothing and blankets, or in other ways. Relief was also given by 
Missionary institutions in the Kairn, Panch MaMls, and Ahmednagar districts. 

(b) Village lind poor-house relief.-Village relief was ~vcn during the 
mouth under report in 6113 villages in Ahmedabad, 564 in Kall'a, 566 in Panch 
MaMls, 414 in Broach, 618 in Surat, 1,444 in Kq\indesh, 511 in Nasik, 
1,359 in Ahmednagar, 1,109 in ~oona, 707 in Sholapur, ,)54 in Satarn, 1,186 
in BijRpur and '14 in Thar and parkar. 'Two additional· poor-houses were 
opened in the N lisik district, and one in each of the districts of Thana, Poona, 
Stlt.al'll, and Bijapur. There was a considerable increase in the number of 
recipients of village and poor~hoW'e relief, the daily average number in the last 
week of JUlle being 270,102 as compared with 154':>76 in the corresponding 
week of May. Several village kitchens have been opened in Broach, Nasik, 
and Ahmedll&!!'&l'. 
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( c) General character of "elief works.-· The general character of the 
relief works in progress during the month under report was th.Il same as that 
described in previous reports. There were in progress during the month lI08 
relief works under the public works agency and 66 under civil agency or 
local bodies. 

(d) Physical condititm of the people.-During the month under report 
cholera prevailed· with more or less virulence in the affected districts and 
contributed largely to the high mortality. The continued absence of rain is 
pressing very hardly on the people of Northern Gujo.rat, and the numbers on 
relief works and gratuitous relief are mst increo.sing. 

(e) Deaths (if any) from starvation.-These are shown in the accom
panying special death-rate return submitted by the Sanitary Commissioner for 
the Government of Bombay. Further inquiry has been made about the deo.ths 
attributed to starvation in the Khandesh and Nasik dililtricts. 

(f) Food-stocks.-Sufficient, 
(g) Importation of grain.-Importation of food-grains into the affected 

districts continues on a large scale. 
(h) General COrniitifJn and prospects of' affected area.-The numbers in 

receipt of relief of all kinds largely increased during the month, the daily average 
number during the last week of June being 1,416,036, 88 compared with 
1,190,486 in the corresponding week of May. The rainfall up to date has been 
generally sufficient for agricultural purposes throughout the Deccan and 
Karnatak and in KMndesh and Surat, and the present prospects in these tracts 
a.re fair or good. In the affected districts of Northern Gujamt the situation has 
become intensely grave, as the rainfall which only began in the second week of 
July in a few places did not continue or extend to other. parts. Ploughing and 
sowing operations are at a stand-still, and if rain holds off for another fortnight 
there will be no khari£ crop. Even fairly well·to·do cultivators ate reported to 
be at the end of their resources, and the cattle which were saved with difficulty, 
and newly imported buiJocks, are peris'hing. 

(i) Rates of wages.-Thete were ·no material fluctuations in the prices of 
the staple food.grains or the rates of wages. 

No. 35. 
Summary for the four weeks ending 28th July, 19(jO. 

(a) Private relief.-Relief from the Bombay Presidency Famine Relief 
Fund, and from other private funds, was continued in the several districts during 
the month unner report. The following additional allotments from the Bombay 
Presidency Famine Relief Fund are reported from the districts named :-

Dilmat. Rupeee. 

Panch Mah8Js ... .. .. . .. . .. 18,000 

Broach ... . .. ... . . . . ... 30,000 
-

SlUltt . .. ... . . .. . . .. ... 15,000 

Khandesh ... ... .. ... ... 59,OOl! 

.N'liBik ..•. ... . .. .. . .. ... 78,100 

Ahmednagar ... ... ... . .. ... 45,000 

Shohipnr .. .. .. ... ... 32,000 

SUt~ra . . . .. . .. . .. ... 2,500 
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In the Nasik District 'the expenditure /i'om charitable funds during the 
month under report amounted to Its. 76,4ll3, of which Rs. 14,829 were for the 
purchase of seed and bullocks for the poorer agriculturists. Relief was also 
gi~en. by lIissionary Institutions in the Panch lIaMls and Ahmedna)!1tr 
DIstrIcts. 

(b) Village and poor.hnuse reli~t:- Village relief was given during the 
month under report in 776 villages in Ahmedabad, 569 in Kaira, 597 in the 
Panch MahRls, 415 in Broach, 643 ill Surat, 118 in ThRna, 1,404 in Khandesh, 
749 in Nasik, 1,362 in Ahmednagar, 1,12.1 in Poona, 713 in Sholapur, 743 in 
SaMra, i6 in Belgaum,· 777 in Bijapllr, and 16 in Thar and Parkar. One 
additional poor· house was opened durin~ the month under report in the ThRna 
District, two in each of the diRtricts of ~asik and Samra, and three in Bijllpur. 
Considerable increase occurred in the number of recipients of village and poor
honee relief, the daily average number in the last week of July being 469,078, 
against 270,102 in the corresponding week of June. Several village kitchens 
w"re opened in the Kaira District during the month. 

(c) General character of relief Uiorks.-The general. charactw." of the relief 
works in progress during the month under report was the same as that described 
in previous reports, except that several of the tank works had to be closed owing 
to the rise of water in the tunk beds caused by more or less heavy rain. There 
were during the month in all 2118 relief works in progress, of which 196 were 
under .the Pnblic Works Agency, and 92 under Civil Agency or local bodies. 

(d) Ph!lsicai cond;tion of the people.-, During the month under report. 
cholera was prevalent in all the affected districts, and in most of them the total 
death-rate was higher than in the previous month. 

(e) Deaths (if any) from starvation.-These are.shown in the accom
panying special death-rate return submitted by the Sanitary Commissioner for 
the Government of Bombay. 

(f) Food-3tocks.-Generally sufficient. 

(g) Impm·tation of grain.-rmportation of food-grains into the affected' 
di_tricts continues on a large scale. 

(h) Genet'al conditioll and prospects (!l affected area.-There was con
siderable increase in the numbers in receipt of relief of all kinds during the month 
under report, the daily average number during the last week of July being' 
1,611,420, as compared with 1,416,036 in the corresponding week of June. The 
increase was especially large in the districts of Northern Gujanit, where l'ain. 
continued to hold off till the last week of the month. Since thcn there has. 
been ample. rain, ~d the gene~l situat!on has materially improved. Agricul
tural operatIOns, whICh were at a standstlll, have now been fur advanced in those· 
districts, nnd the prospects of the kharif crop will be assured if there is another 
good fall of rain in a week or two. The kharif crops in the rest of the affected 
ar~ . are in excellent condition. except in some tracts of Bijapur, where more 
rmn IS urgently needed. The dIfficulty ilS to thc supply of water, both tor man 
and beast, has ceased altogether throughout the afiected area. Green grass is 
now available almost everywhere, and the condition of c&ttle, is improving. 
Large amounts, both /i'om takavi' allotments and from charitable funds have 
heen advanced to cultivators for plough-cattle and seed, and for subsi~tence 
while engaged in cultivation, and every other practicable measure is beina taken 
to enable them to resume their usual occupations. <> 

• 
(i) Rates of wages.-There were 110 material fluctuations in the nri('es of 

the staple food-grains or the rates of wagee. .. 
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No. 36. 

Summary fo,r the four weeks endin,q 25th August, 1.900, 

(a) Private reliej.-. Relief from the Bombay Presidency Famine Relief 
Fund and from other pnvate funds was continued in the several districts during 
the ~onth unde~ report,. The following additional allotments from the Bombay 
PresIdency Famme Rehef Fund are reported from the districts named :_ 

District. Rupees. 

Panch Mahala .. , 36,500 

Broach .. , 40,000 

Surnt '" 15,000 

. Khandesh 12,000 

Nasik '" 9,000 

Ahmednagar 12,000 

Sholapnr 29,000 

satara '" 9,000 

Belgaum 3,300 

In the Nasak District the expenditure from charitable funds during the 
month under report amounted to Rs. 1l3,321, of which Rs, 65,068 were for the 
purchase of seed and bullocks for the poorer cultivators. Rs. 62,021 out 
of the same funds were similarly disbursed in the Poona District. In the 
Ahmedabad District during the month of June last Us. 40,802 were spent from 
the charitable funds in assisting 6,367 persons by gifts of clothing or in other 
ways. An amount of Rs. 5,000 was received ,from the Americo-Indian Relief 
.Fund in aid of the scheme of relief to distressed weavers in Sholapur. Relief 
,was also given by Missionary Institutions in· the Ahmedabad, Kaira, Panch 
MaMls, Ahmednagar, and Poona Districts. 

(b) Village and poor-house reliej.-Village relief was' given during the 
month under report in 761. villages in Ahmedabad, 570 in Kaira, 598 in the 
,Panch Mahals, 315 in Broach, 642 in Surat, 114 in Thana, 1,641 in Khandesh, 
1,032 in Nasik, 1,362 in Ahmednagar, 1,095 ill- Poona, 714 in Sholapur, 956 in 
Satara, 7i4 in Bijapur, 80 in Belgaum, and 15 in Thar and Parkar, Two 
poor-houses were closed in the Ahmedabad District during the moIith under 
report; one additional poor-house was opened in Kaira, two in KMndesh, and 
fifteen in Bljapur. There was a further increase in the number of recipients of 
village a.nd poor-hollse relief, the daily average number in the last week of 
August being 553,338 against 469,078 in the corresponding week of July. 

Cc) General character of relief lDorks,,--There is no material change in 
the general character of relief works in progress. In the Broach District severa.l 
minor road works have been substituted for tanks and other large works, which 
it is not found possible to carry on in that district during the rainy season. 
Twenty-two sma.ll works under Civil Agency for the employment of cultivators 
near their homes were started in the several affected districts during the month 
under report. , . 

Cd) Physical condition of tlie people.-Cholera. accounted for fewer deaths 
in the month under repOrt _tb!tn . during, the previous month, but the genera.l 
death-rate continued high in all districts, and in the Panch MaMie, Khandesh, 
and Poona, it. was higher than in July. 



BOMBAY PRESIDENCY. U9 

(e) Deaths (if all;~ j from starvatioll.-These are shown in the accom· 
. panying death-rate return submitted by the Sanitary Commissioner for the 
Government of Bombay. . 

(f) Food-stocks.-Generall y sufficient . 
• 

(g) Importation oj ,qrain.-Importation of food-grains continues on a 
'fairly large scale in the affected districts. 

(h) General cOlldit!on and prospectB oj a:ffected area.-The general 
condition of the affected area materially improved during the month uuder . 
report. The raiufall in Northern Gujarat; although late in the sea.on, was in 
excess of the average, and generally well distributed,' thus enabling kharif 
Bowings to be pushed on· vigorously. The standing crops are flourishing 
throughout the affected. area, except in the eastern tracts of the Deccan and 
Karuatak, where the prolonged break in the rains since the middle of August 
proved injurious to the crops, especially ·iu light soils. Good rain has, however, 
been recently reported from several talukas where it was most wanted, and the 
prospects are a great deal better than they were at the end of the month under 
report. The number. on relief ot all kinds fell from a daily aver!\ge of 1,611,420 
in the last week of July to 1,282,192 in the corresponding week of August. 

(i) Rates oj wages,-There were no material fluctuations in the prices of. 
the staple food-grains or the rates of wages. The average rates of jowari and 
bajri for the affected districts during the month of August were 18 1bs. and 
15'6 lbs. to the rupee against 17'2 lbs. and 14'8 Ibs. respectively in the month 
of July, whic~ shows that the prices show a tendency to fall. 

No. 37. 
Summary jor the jive weeks 'ending 29th September, 1900. 

(a) Private reliej.-Relief from the Bombay Presidency Famine Relief 
Fund and from other private funds was continued in the several districts during 
the month under report. The following additional allotments from the Bombay 
Presidency Famine Relief Fund are reported from the districts named :-

Distriot. .1 Rupees, 

Panch Mahili •••. ... ... ... . .. 10,000 

Broach ... ... ... '" ... . .. 10,000 

Surat ... ... ... ... ... .. . 3,000 

Kluindesh '" ... ... .. . ... 71,000 

Nasik ... ... . .. ... ... .. . 9,000 

Ahin.dnagar ... ... ... ... ... 17,000 

SaUlra ... ... ... ... ... . .. 15,000 

Belgaum ... ... ... . .. . .. 1,000 

. In the Nasik District the expenditure from charitable funds during the 
month Under report amounted to Rs. 13,632, of which Rs. 7,912 were for the 
purchase of seed and bullocks for the poorer cultivators. Rs. 33,350 out of 
the same funds were disbursed in the l'oona District. Relief was also given by 
Missionary Institutions in the Panoh· M-ahalsj .Ahmed.nagar and Poona Districts. 

10566 UI 
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(b) Village and pt>or./wttsereliej:-Yilla,..,o-e relief was given during the 
month under report in 670 villages in Ahmedabad, il6; in Kaira, 566 in the 
Panch Mahals, 415 in Broach, 540 in ~urat, 147 in Tluina, 2,015 in Khandesh, 
812 in Nasik, 1,361 in Ahmednagar, ] ,155 in Poona, ; 17 in- Sholapur, 1,033 in 
~amra, 862. in Bijapur and 81 in Belgaum. Three additional poor.houses were 
opened durlOg the month under report ill the Ahmedabad District, and one in 
each of the districts of Kaira, Khandesh and Bijapur. There was a decrease in 
the num~r of recipients of village and poor-house relief, the daily average 
number 1Il the last week of September being 461,359 against 553,338 in the 
C{lrresponding wP.ek of Auguet. 

(c) General character of relief /Cork·s.-There is no material change in 
the gene~l character of relief works in progress. Seventy-one small works 
under (~hVlI Agency for the employment of cultivators near their homes were 
started 10 the several affected districts during the month under report. Four 
new large works were also opened, while forty-fixe such works were closed 
during the same period. 

(d) Physical condition of the people.-Cholera was prevalent in all the 
affected districts during the month under report, though to a less extent than in 
the previous mont,h. The general death· rate declined in all the districts, and in 
Sholapur, Samra and Bijapur it nearly approached the normal. As even in 
normal years fever is very prevalent in Gujamt in S€ptember and October, rural 
hospitals with travelling dispensaries attached to them were established during 
the month under report at convenient centres for the distribution of medicines 
as well as of milk and Mellin's food in the surrounding villages. 

(e) Deaths (if any) from starvation.-These are shown in the accom
p:mying death-rate return submitted by the Sanitary' Commissioner for the 
-Government of Bombay. . . 

(f) Pood-stocks.-Sufficient. 

(g) Importation of .qrain.-Importation of food-grains continues on a fairly 
large scale in the affected districts. 

(h) General condition and prospect., uf ujfected area.-The numbers on 
relief of all kinds fell from a daily average of 1.282,192 in the last week of 
August to 888,514 in the correRponding week of September; The rainfall in 
-Gujamt was generally sufficient for the kharif crops, which were doing well at 
the end of the month under rp,port, but more rain was then required for maturing 
the crops, especially rice, pavto and kodra, and for rabi sowings, and very little 
has since fallen. In the Deccan and Karnatak generally the rainflLll of the 
month was much .below the aver&oo-e, and the standing kharif crops in inferior 
soils withered in c.onsequence and rabi sowings were retarded. In the Karnatak, 
however, good or moderate 'rain has falleu in most talukas since the close of 
the month, reviving to some extent the witheriug crops and enabling some 
progress to be made with rabi sowings. The Decca~ districts o~ the other 
hand during the first three weeks of October have hlld httle or no mm and good 
falls are urgently reqnired, especially in Sholapur, the greater part of Ahmed
"na.,.,O'llr, and in the eastern portions of Poona and SMara. The present situation 
is becominO' critical in the tracts of the Deccan mainly depenqent on rabi crops; 
apprehensi~ns have been e~pressed by the local offi~rs that if sufficie!lt ra~n 
does not fall at an furly <bte there will be severe HcarClty of water, especIally ill 
Sholapur and parts of Ahmednagar: . 

(i) Rates oj"wa.qes.-There were lIO materiul fluctuations in th.e prices of 
the staple food-grains or the rates of wages. The tendency "f pnces to full 
continues, but the decline is very slow. The a\"erage rates of jowari and b8.jri 
for the affected districts during the month ot September were 18'6 lbs. and 

. 16'7 lbs. to the rupee against J8 lbs. and 15'6 lbs., respectively, in the month 
of August. 
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No. 38. 
Summary for tlte four weeks ending 27th October. 1901). 

(a) Prit'ate Reli~f.-The foll~wing a:dditional allo:ments were received 
from the Bombay Presidency Famine Rehef Fund durmg the month under 
report in the districts named-

D~triot. Rupees. 

Panch Mahala... 40,000 

Broach ... 50;000 

KMndesh 12,228 

Ahmednagar 12,000 

ShoJapur 14,000 

satan. ..• 14,000 

In the Ahmedabad Distri('t during the months of July, August and 
September last, Rs. 249.,011.were spent from the charitable funds in assisting 
49,555 persons by gifts of clothing, grants of seed and cattle, or in other. ways. 
In the Nasik District the expenditure from charitable funds during the month 
under report amounted to Rs. 14,566, of which Rs. 10,557 were devoted to 
providing the poorer cultivators with the means to cultivate their lands. Rs. 
16,600 out of the same funds were similarly disbursed in the Poona District. 
Missionary Institutions also afforded relief in the Ahmednagar, Poona and 
Sholapur Districts. 

(b) Village and poor·house reli~l.--.village relief was largely contracted 
during the month under report in the Districts of Ahmedabad, Surat, KMndllsh, 
Nasik, Poona, Satara and Bijapur, and to a less extent in Kaira, Panch Mahals 
and Thana. Two poor-houses were closed in each of the Districts of Ahmedabad, 
Thana and Poona, and one in each of the Districts of Kaira, Panch MaMls, Broach 
and Ailmednagar. The daily average number of persons l'Ellieved in poor-houses' 
and in villages in the Jast week of October was 235,555 against 461,359 in the 
corresponding week of September. 

(c) General character of relief works.-Fifty large works in charge of 
the Public Works Department were closed during the month under report, while 
11 small works under Civil Agency were opened in the several affected districts 
for the employment of cultivators near their homes. There were in progress 
during the last week of October 88 large works in charge of the Public Works 
Department, besides 41 small works under Civil Agency and one such work 
under Municipal Agency. Of the 118 large relief works, 2 were railwayearth
works, 24 tank works, ti works of excavation of canals, 30 works of construction 
of new or improvement of existing roads, and 26 metal collection works. 

(d) Physical condition of the people.-The physical condition of the people 
on relief works and ill villages showed improvment in most districts. Cholera 
declined considerably and existed nowhere in an epidemic form, but fever largely 
prevailed in the Northern districts of Gujal'lit. The general death-rate fell in all 
the affected districts, except Ahmedabad and Broach. In Ahmednagar, Nasik, 
Poona, Belgaum and Bijapur it nearly approached the normal, while in Shol9.pur 
lind Satara it was below the normal. 

(e) Deaths (if any) from starvatioll.-These are shown in the accompanying 
death·rate return submitted by the Sanitary Commissioner for the Government 
of Bombay. 

(f) Food-stocks.-Sufficient. 
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(g) Importation of .qra;n.-Importlltion of food-grains into the affected 
districts continues as before. 

(4) (}t:neral condition and prospects of affected area.-There was a 
considerable decrease in the numbers in receipt of relief of all kinds durin" the 
month under report, the daily average number during the last week of october 
being 407,883 as compared. w!th 8~t!,514 in ,the corresponding week of 
September. There VIas ~o ~alll m GUJaI'lit and the N~rthern Deccan during the 

_month under report, while m the Southern Deccan light to fair showers fell in 
the last week, which refreshed the ,withering crops to some extent. ' In the 
Karnatak the. rainfall, t~oug? much below average, was sufficient in many 
places to reVIve the wlthenng ~rops, and to allow of rabi sowings being' 
continued. Since the close of the month moderate showers fell in part~ of 
Sholap~r, Samra, and. Bi~apur. The outturn of the early kharif crops, which 
are bemg harvested, IS hkely to be much below the avera,"e and previous 
expectations, while the late sown ;kharif and young rabi c~ops are already 
withering over a large part of the affected area. Sowings have been retarded 
for want of rain over more than half of the total rabi area in Gujarat and over 
one-third of the area in the Deccan and Karnatak. Unless the situation is 
relieved to some extent by unexpected rain, the prospects are not encouraging, 
and it is apprehended thnt relief operations will have to be continued on a more 
or less large scale in several of the affected districts. The numbers on relief 
have already begun to increase in some districts, and especially in ShoTapur. 
The apprehensions of water scarcity expressed by the District Officers in 
Sholapur and Ahmednagar are likely to he realised, but every endeavour is 
being made to husband the supply from existing sources, while old wells are 
being,deepened and new wells constructed. 

(i) Rates of wages.-There was a material fall in the prices of the staple 
food-~ins in Gujarat and the Deccan, while they rose slightly in Bijapur and 
Belgaum. The average rates for jowari and bRjri for the affected districts fell 
from 18·6 Ibs. and 16·7 Ibs_ per rupee in the month of September to 19·2 Ibs., 
and 20 lbs. respectively. The prices of both these grains are however 
excee(lingly high for the time of year. The wages on relief works were lowered 
in proportion to the fall in prices. 

No. 39. 

Summar,,! for tAp. tour weeks ending 24th November, 1900. 

(e.) Private reli~/:-Relief from the Bombay Presidency Famine Relief 
F ;Ind was continued ia the several districts during the momh under report. 
An additional allotment of Rs. 527 from the Fund was receh-ed in the Khandesh 
District. In the N asik District the expenditure from charitable funds during 
the month amounted to RH.13,6:l7, of which R8.8,325 were for the purchase 
of seed and bullocks for the poorer cultivators. Rs. 4,700 out of the same funds 
were disbursed in the Poona District. Relief was also given by Mi@sionary 
Institutions in the Ahmednagar and Sholapur Districts. 

(b) Village and poor.house l·elie/-Yillage. reli~f w~s ~ven. during the 
month under relJort in 271 villages in Ahmedabad, 120 m Kall'S, 069 ID the Panch 
Mahale (15 in ·Broach, 69 in Thana, 1,035 in KMndesh, 210 in Nasi~, 1,~68 in 
Ahmed~agRr, 408 in PoonR, 719 in Sholapur, 357_ i,!, Sata~, and .5361ll.BIJap~. 
Eleven poor-houses were closed in Khandesh, 0 ill Naslk, 4 ID Kall'S, 3 1ll 

SaMra 2 in Brouch and 1 in each of the Districts of Ahmedabad, l'anch MaMie, 
Ahmednagar, Poona and .l:3ijapur. There was ~ decrease in the D;umber of 
recipients of village and poor-house relief, the dally average numbe~ 1ll the last 
week of November being 97,975 against ~35,555 in the correspondmg week of 
October. 
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(c) General character ~f relief worl..'s.-There were in progress during 
the last week of November 51 large works in chlllge 'Jf the Public Works 
Department, besides 18 small works under .Civil Agency. Of the 51 large 
relief works, one was a railway earthwork, 19 tank works, 5 works of excavation 
of canals, 16 works of construction of new or improvement of existing roads, and 
10 metal collection works. 

(d) Physical condition of the people.-Cholern disappeared altogether 
from the affected districts except Bijapur, Belguum, Poona and Sholapur, where 
a few sporadic' cases occurred. The general death-rate declined in all the 
districts except Thana, where it was only a small fraction in excess of that of the 
preceding month. In Surat, Thana, Ahmedna."aar, Khandesh, and Belguum it 
approached the nonnal, while in Nlisik, Poona, ::;Mara, Sholapur and llijapur it 
was, belo'\\' the Dormal. 

(e) Deaths (if any) from starvati(iII.-These are shown in the accom
panying death-rate return submitted by the Sanitary Commissioner for the 
Government of Bombay. 

(f) Food stocks.-Su'fficient. 

(g) Importation of grain.-Importation of food-grains continues on a 
fairly large scale. 

. (h) General condition and prospects of affected arett.-l'he numbers 
OIl all kinds of relief 'fell from a daily average of' 407,883 in the last week of 
October to 240,466 in the corresponding week of November. There was no 
rain in Gnjarnt during the month under report, but light showers fell in parts 
of Sholapur and Satarn in the Deccan and in a few places in the Karnatak.. Late 
sown kharif crops have suffered greatly and the unirrigated rabi crops are 
withering almost everywhere in Gujarnt and over the greater part of the Deccan 
and Karnatak, in several places of which deficiency of water is being already 
felt. It is now unfortunately certain that famine conditions will prevail to a 
greater or less extent in most of the affected districts for another season. Agri
cultural stock are for the present generally in !;rood condition and the supply of 
fodder is 8ufficient. . 

. '(i) Rates (!f wages.-There was a material fall in the prices of the staple 
food-grains in the aitected districts except ~holapur, SMara and Bijapur, where 
the decline was not considerable. The avera,!.,TC rates for jowari and bajl'i for the 
affected di,tricts during the month of November were 21 lbs. and 23'6 lbs. to 
the rupee against 19·2Ibs. and 20 Ibs., respectively, in the month of October. 

No. 40. 
Summary fi,r tl.e five weeks ending 29tl. December, 1900. 

, (a) Private rel!~r.-Relief from the Bombay Presidency Famine Relief 
Fund was continued in the several districts during the month under report. In 
the Nasik District the expenditure from charitable funds during the month 
amounted t:> Rs. 17,753, of' which Rs. 12,411 were for the purchase of seed and 
bullo"ks ~or the poorer cultivators. Its. 100 and Rs. 234 out of the same 
funds were sptlnt in the Poona and Khandesh Districts respectively. Relief 
was also given by Missionary institutions in the Ahmednagal' District. 

(b) Village and poor-house reli~f.-Village relief was given during the 
month nnder report in 303 villages in Ahmedabad, 46~ in the Panch Mahals, 
97 in Broach, 45 in Khandesh, 92R in Ahmednagar, 124 in Poona, 718 in 
Sholapur, 2.14 in Satarn, and 657 in Bij{,pur. Three poor-houses were closed 
in Broach, t.wo in each of the Districts of Ahmedabad nnd Bijapur, and one in 
the Panch Mah.Us. There was a large decrease iD the number of recipienu of 
poor-house and village relief, the daily average number in the last week of 
December being 36,511, a."O'IIinst 97,975 in the corresponding week of November. 
There were four village kitchens open in the Ahmednagur District. 
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( C) General character of relief IDorks.-There were in progress during the 
last week of December 29 large works under the Public Works Deparbment, 
besideR 12 small works under Civil Agency. Of the large works, one was a 
railway earthwork, 12 tank wOFks, four works of excavation of canals, four 
works of construction of new or improvement of existing roads, and eight metal 
collection works. 

(d) Physical condition of the people.-There was no cholera in the affected 
districts, except Poona and BijRpur, where a few sporadic cases occurred. The 
general death-rate declined in all the districts except Poona, where it. was only 
a small fraction in excCl!S of that of the preceding month and of the normal. In 
all other districts of the Deccan, and in Bijapur, it was below normal. 

(e) Deaths (if any) from starvation.-These are shown in the accompanying 
death-rate return submitted by the Sanitary Commissioner for the Government 
of Bombay. 

(f) Food-.~toch.-Sufficient. 

(g) Importation of .'Imin.-Importation of food-grains to the required 
extent continues. . 

(h) General condition and pr08pect,. of aif'eeted area.-There was a further 
decrease in the numbers on all kinds'of relief, the daily average number in the 
last week of December being 18i,568, against 240,466 in the cOlTesponding 
week of . November. Excepting a few' insignificant showers in parts of 
Ahmedabad during the second week of December, there was no rain in any part 
of the Presidency. The rain which fell in most of the affected districts since 
the close of the month was beneficial to some extent to the late-sown rabi 
plants, but it prayed injurious to the early-sown crops. which had attained 
maturity. It wa~ also not sufficient to illlproye the water supply to any 
material extent. Agricultural stock are generally in good condition, and the 
Rupply of fodder is sufficient. 

(i) Rates of waf/es.-The prices of staple food· grains declined considerably 
in Gujarat, where they were ('lose to normal, and moderately in the Deccan and 
Karnatak. The rates of wages, which fire regulated according ·to prices, 
decrea~ed in proportion. 

No. 41. 

Summary for the four weeks ending 26th January, 1901. 

(a) Private relief-Relief from the Bombay Presidency Famine Relief 
Fund wa~ /-,riven in the f;everal districts during the month under report, though 
to a less extent than before. Rs. 1,600 and Us. 168 were spent out of 
charitable funds in the Poom and KMndesh Districts, respectively. Missionary 
institutions continued to give relief in ibeAhmednugar District. 

(h) Villa.~e and poor·house relieJ.-Yillage relief was given during the 
month under report in 368 villages in Ahmedabad, 434 in the Panch Mahals, 
47 in Broach, 18 in Thana, 63 in Khandesh, 1,O!l5 in Ahmednagar, 110 in 
Poona, 71ii in Sholapur, 241 in Saulra und 709 in Bijapur.. One addi1iional poor
house was opened in the Khandesh District, while one poor-bouse was closed in 
each of the districts of Ahmedabad and Bijapur. There was a slight increase in 
the number of recipients of poor-house and village relief, the daily average 
number in the la"t week of January. l!lO!, being 37,297 against 36,iill in the 
correspondin~ week of December, 1900. There were five village kitchens open 
in the A hmednagnl' District. 

(c) Gene1'ul character 0/ relie/ worh.-There were in progress during the 
last week of .January 26 larue works under the Public Works Department, of 
which one was a test work, be "ides 2!) slllall works unller Civil Agency. -or 
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the . large works one was II mil wily earthwork, 15 tank works, 4 works of 
eXCllwtion of canals, :I works of construction of new or imprO\'ement of existing 
l'OIIds, and 3 metal.breaking works. 

(d) Physical condition of the people.- The physiCilI condition ot the people 
is reported to be fair to good generally. There wai! practically no cholem in 
the affected districts, except Belgaum, during the month under report. The 
geneml del\th-mte declined in all the districts except Nasik, lind considerahly in 
the Gujarat District9. In the Panch :liaMls, Broach, Surat, lind Belgaum, it 
approached the normal, while it WIIS below the normal in all the other affected 
districts, except AhmedabBd, where it was nearly 57 per cent. above the normllL 

(e) Deaths (if an,!/) from start'atioll.-. Tht'se are shown in the IIccom
panying death-rate return submitted by the Sanitary Commissioner for the 
Government of Bombay. ' . 

(f) and (g) Food-stocks and Importation of ,grain.-Sufficient. 

(h) General condition and prospects of affi.cted arpas.-The numbers on 
1111 kinds of relief fell from Ii. daily average of 187,568 in the lilst week of 
December, 1900, to 181,531 in the co~sponding week of January, 1901. 
There has been no material change in the general prospects. Moderate to light 
rain fell in the aft'ected districts about the middle of the month under report, 
which partially improved the water supply in a few places, but was generally 
injurioll~ to the ripening crops. The agricultural stock are in good condition 
and the supply of fodder is generally sufficient. 

(i) Rates of wa.qes.-Prices have .f~lIento .~.~ore or less extent throughout 
the affected districts and the rates of wages on works have proportionately 
declined. 

No. 42. 
Summary for the four weeks ending 23rd February, ViOl. 

(a) Prit,ate relie,r.-Relit'f from the Bombay Presidency Famine Relief 
Fund was given in the several districts during the month under report. 
Further IIlIotments, IImounting to Rs. 10,000 lind Rs. 20,000, were received 
during the month in the Panch· MaMls and Broach Districts, respectively. 
Rs. 2,13(;, Rs. 28 and Rs. 1,500 were spent out of chllritable funds in the 
Broach, Khandesh and Poona Districts, respectively. Rs. 2,983 were also 
disbursed out of the same funds in the Broach District during the month of 
Janullry, 1901. In the Ahmedabad Districts during the months of October, 
November and December, 1900, Rs. 3,74,839 were spent from chllritable funds 
in assisting 72,561 persons by gifts of clothing, gmnts of seed and CIIttle or in 
other ways. Missionary institutions continurd to give relief in the Ahmednagar 
District. 

(b) Village and poor-house reliej.-Village relief was jl'iven during the 
month under report in 360 villages in Ahmedabad, 8 in ~aira, 457 in the 
Panch Mahals, 20 in Broach, 57 in Khandesh, 1,057 in Ahmednagar, 19(; in 
POUDII, 618 in Sholapur, 251 in Satara, and 880 in Bijapur. One additional 
poor-house was opened in the Bijapur District, while two poor· houses were 
closed in the Khandesh District. There WIIS no material variation in the 
number of recipients of poor-house and village relief, the daily IIverage number 
in the last week 01 FebrUilry being 37,594 against 37,297 in the corresponding 
week of January. There were seven village kitchens open in the Ahmednagal" 
District. . 

. (c)' General charar.ter oj reli~f works.-There were in progress during the 
last week of' February 26 large works under the Public Works Department 
besides 23 smilli works under Civil Agency. Of the large works one WIIS II 
railway eBrthwork, 18 tllnk works, 3 works of eXCilvation of canals, 3 works of 
construction of new or improvement of existing l'OIIdSj and 1 metal-breaking 

. work. 
1056& x 
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.... "Cd) Physioal ~ondition o/the people.-·The physical condition of the people 
", 18 reported to' be fair to good 'generally., There was no cholera in the affected 
districts, except Belgaum, during the month under report. The generul death
rate ?eclined in all the distric~, except Surat and Ahmednagar, where however 
the lIlcrea8e was not matenal. In Surat, Ahmednagar Nasik Poona and 

"Belgaum it approached the normal, whi!e it was below the nor~al in: all the 
"other affected districts, except Ahmedabad, where it was about 33 per cent. 
" above the normal. " 

(e) Deaths (if any) from star"ation.-These are shown.in "the accom
panying death-rate return" 8ubmittedby the Sanitary Commissioner for the 
Government of Bombay. 

(f) and (go) Food-stocks and Importation of grain.-Sufficient. 

. (h). G~nertrl condition qnd prospects of affeMed area.-The numbers on all 
kmds of reheffell from a daily average of 181,5:11 in the Jast week of January 

,to 176,77)1 in the corresponding week of February. But the numbers are 
expected to ri.se. as the h~t season advances. The general condition and 

. pr?"pects have Improved owmg to prices having fallen, to the outturn of crops 
bemg better and field employment 'more extensive in seyeral districts than was 
at first anticipat~d. The agricul~ural stock are in good condition and, the 

. supply of fodder IS generally suffiCient. 

". ,(i) Rates of wages.-Prices have further" fallen throughout the affected 
dl~trlCts and" the rates of wages on,works have proportionately declined. " 

No. 43. 
Summary jor the five .weeks e~ding 30th March, 1901. 

.. " 

(a) Private relief-Relief from the Bombay Presidency Famine Relief 
Fund was given in the several affected districts during the month under report. 
Further alI()tments, ammlDting to Rs. 40, Rs. 16,750, and Hs. 20,000, were 

'received during the month in the Khandesh, Nasik, and Ahmi>dnagar'Districts 
respectively. Rs. 4,680, Rs. 16,775, and Rs. 5110 were spent out of charitable 
funds in 'the several Districts 'of Kh9.ndesh, Nasik and Poona, Rs. 30,000 were 
also allotted in Broach for the purchase of bullocks for distribution among the 
poorer cultivators. IIi the Ahmedabad District during the month of January, 

"1901, Rs. 5,525 were speQ,t'from charitable funds in assi6ting 818 persons by 
." gifts 'of clothing," grants of seed and Cattle, or in other waye. Missionary 
" institutions continued to give relief in the Ahmednagar District. 

(b) Vi/la,qe and poor-houserelief.-. During the month under report the 
., distribution of village dole ,was commenced in the Districts of Nasik, Belgaum 

and DMrw8.r, and was extended in Kaira, Panch Mahals, Broach, Khandesh, 
Ahmednagar, Poona, and Bijapur. In Sholapur and Satara the number of 
villages in which gratuitous relief was given was· less than in the precedi~g 

.. month, but in the former district the numbers on dole rose moderately and m 
the lat"..er they were nearly doubled. In Ahmedabad there was a contraction in 
the numbers on dole as well a" in the area of distribution, mainly c;>wing to the 
extension of small village works easily accessible to all in need of relief. There 
were eleven village kitchens open in the Ahmednagar District, and several "also 
in the Nasik District. Four additional poor-houses Or kitchens were open~d 
during the month in the J1ijapur District, while one poorchouse was closed m 
each of the districts of Ahmedabad and KMndesh. The numbers in poor-houses 
and on village dole rose from 37,594 in the last week of Fe~ruary to 4R,582" in 

"the corresponding week of March. 
(c) ';enerul character of relief works . ...:-There were in progress during 

the month under report 28 large 'works, one test-work, and four small works 
,under the J;>ublic Works "Department, besides nearly 60 small works uuder 
Civil Agency. Of the large works one was s" railway earthwork, 19 tank works, 
four works of excavations of canals, and four road works. 
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(d) Ph.'1sical condition of the people.-The physical condition of the 
people is reported to be generally fair to good .• During the month under' 
report there was no cholera in the affected districts; except Belgaum ,and. 
Bijapur, but in Ahmedabad, Surat, KhAndesh, Nasik, Poona, SMare. ,and 
Helcranm pl~!!ue was more. or less prevalent. In all the affected districts except· 
the "Panch Mahals the general death-rate showed a slight increase. In the 
latter district it was less than half the normal, and in Kaira, Broach; KMndesh, 
SaMra, Sholapur, and Bijapur it was below the normal, while in Surat,' 
Ahmednagar, Nasik, and Poona. it but slightly exceeded the normal. In' 
Ahmedabad it exceeded. the normal by about 30, and in Belgaum by 40 per 
cent., exclusive of plague. 

(e) Deaths. (f{ an,ll).from. starvatioTl.-These are shown in the accom ... 
panying death-rate return, submitted by the Sanitary Commissioner for the 
Government of Bomba.y. . 

(f)imd (g) FOI)d-stcks and Importation of grain.-Sufficient. 

(h) General condition and f'rospel'ts ~l affected area.-The numbers on; 
all kinds of relief rose from a daily average of 176,773 in the last week of. 
February to 208,178 in the corresponding week of March .. The' increase. W,UH 
neither as large nor as rapid as was anticipated, owing, probably,. first to' a. 
considerable fall in prices, which still show throughout the affected a.rea I a. 
tend1lUcy towards decline, and secondly to the existence in abnormally large 
qn.tntities of grass seeds, rooti, a.nd other wild products on which the poorer,;' 
clllsses arc able to subsist. It is, however, now expected that the exhaustion of, 
snch resources as those mentioned abol'e and the return of emigrants will have 
the effect of bringing people on relief in large,' numbers. Agricultural stock 
are in good condition, and the supply of fodder is snfficient. The water supply 
still causes .anxiety iu some places, but on the whole the difficulty is being' 
sll<'cessfully overcome. 

(i) Rate.q 'lwages.-Owing to further fall in prices of staple food-grains, 
the rates of wages on works· proportionately rteclined. 

• 

No. 44. 
Sllmmar.v /01' the ,t:,ur weeks ending 27th April, 1901. 

(a) Private reliii:--=-'During -the montnundel' report -Hs: . 35,529 were 
spent out of Charitable Funds in Khoindesh, Rs. 11i5 in Nasik and Rs. 6,350 
in Poona. Rs. 4,898 were spent from the same source in the Ahmedabad 
District during the months of February lind March in assisting 1,071 persons 
by gifts of clothing, by grants of seed and cattle, or in other ways. Missionary 
institutions continued to give relief in the Ahmednacrar District. The districts 
of Sholnpur and Ahmednagar received further allot~ents of Rs. 1,00,00(} and 
Rs. 85,000 respectively from the Bombay Presidency Famine Relief Fund. 

(b) Villa,q6 and poor.house. relief.-During the month under report there 
WtlS a general expansion of village gratuitous relief throughout the affected 
area, particularly in Kaira, Khoindesh and Belg.tum. One additional poor-house 
was opened in Ahmedabad nnd one in Bijapur. There were twenty-six village 
kitchens open in Ahmednagar and four in Nasik. The daily average numbers 
in poor· houses and on village dole in the last week of April were 64,347 againsL 
48,.i82 in the corresponding week of March. 

(c)' General character ~f relief' works.-There were in progress during the 
month under report 37 large works, .three test-works and four small works 
under the Public Works Department,. besides H:i small works under Civil 
Agency and one under Municipal Agency. Of the large works 'lne W,iS a 
railway earthwork, 22 tank works, 6 works of excavation of canals, and 8 rond 
works. 
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(d) Physical condition of the people.-During the month under report 
cholera prevailed to a large extent in Dharwar and to a slight extent in Bijapur 
and Belgaum, and mainly accounted for the increase over normal mortality shown 
in those districts. In the districts of Gujamt and the Deccan the death·rate 
was below the nonnal and generally lower than that in the month of March. 

(e) Deaths (if any) from 8iarvation.-The.~e are shown in the accompanying 
death·rate return submitted by the Sanitary Commissioner for the Government 
of Bombay. . 

Cf) and (g) Food-stocks and Importation of graili.-Sufficient. 

(h) General condition and prospects of affected area.-The numblrs on all 
kinds of relief rose from a daily average of 208,171! in the last week of March to 
303,817 in the corresponding week of April. The increase. though not so large 
as was expected, indicates the increasing strain on the resources of those classes 
of people who ordinarily resort to State relief. Light scattered showers in the 
first week, and moderate to heavy rain in the last week, of April fell allover the 
atrected area except Northern Gujamt. These and later falls have tended to 
a.llay the anxiety about water sup~ which is now fairly, sufficient over the 
greater part of the Deccan and atak. Preparation of land for monsoon 
cultivation is progressing generally and sowing has been commenced in several 
places. Agricultural stock are in good condition and the supply of fodder is 
generally sufficient. Cattle are being' purcliased in large numbers out of taklivi 
and Charita hie Relief Funds "nd distributed to cultivators in the Gujar9.~ 
Districts. . 

(i) Rates of wa,qes.-The price.q of staple food-grains showed during the 
month a general tendency to decline. There were no important changes in the 
rates of wages. 

No. 45. 
Summary for. the four weeks ending 25th .May, 1901. 

(a) Private relief.-During the month under report Rs. 54,571 were spent 
out of charitable funds in Khandesh, Rs. 2,295 in Nasik, and Rs. 954 in Poona.. 
Missionary institutions continued to give relief in the Ahmednagar District. 
The following further allotments from the Bombay Presidency Famine Relief 
Fund are reported to have been received in the districts named:-

Diatriot. I Rupees. 

Panch M aluils ... . '" ... .. . 25,000 

Broach .... ... ... ... .. . .15,000 

Khlindesh ... ... ... ... ... 60,000 

Nasik ... ... ... ..... .., .. . 17,500 

Ahmednagar ... ... .. . ... ... 30,000 

S8.tara ... ... ... ... ... .. . 20,000 

(b) Village and poor-house reli~f.-. Durin~ th~ month under rePOrt: ~ere 
was a further expangion of villa"o-e gratUitous relIef ill all the atrected dlstncts 
except Panch Mahals, Broach, and Dharwar. Two additional poor-hous~ were 
opened in Bijapur and one in Ahmedabad. There were 32 village kitchens 
open in the Ahmednagar District and four in Nasik. The daily average 
numbers in poor· houses and on village dole in the last week of May were 
81,461 against 64,347 in the corresponding week of April. 
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(c) General character 0/ relief UJorks.-During the month under report 
there were in progreSs ;, 1 large works under the Public Works Department, 
besides 14:; small works under civil agency. Of the large works, one was • 
railway earthwork, 25 tank works, 5 works of excavation of canals, 19 road 
works,. and one work of metal collection. 

(d) Physical condition of the people.-Cholera continued to prevail in 
Bijapur, Belgaum, and DMrwar. In all the affected districts the mortality was 
less than in April, and except in Belgaum and Dlul.rw8r it was also below 
normal. 

(e) Deaths (~f any) jrom starvanon.-These are shown in the accom
panying death-rate return submitted by the Sanitary Commissioner for the 
Government of Bombay. 

(f) and (g) Forod-st{lcks and Importatinn of grain.-Sufficient. 
(h) General conditinn and prospects of affected arefl.-The numbers on all 

kinds of relief rose from a daily average of 303,817 in the last week of April 
to 381,881 in the corresponding week of May. During the month under report 
there was fair to heavy rain in the Deccan and Karnatak, except KMndesh, 
where it was light. Since the end of the month it has been Iigllt to moderate 
and partial until last week, when good rain was reported from several Mlukas. 
In Gujarat there was no .rain during the month under report. But since 
then heavy rain has fallen in the southern coast Mlukas of Surat, and during 
the last few days good falls have also been reported from the northern Mlukas 
of that district, and from several Mlukas of Kaira, Ahmedabad, acd the Panch 
MaMls. Preparation of land for kharif crops is generally in progress, and 
Bowing hss been commenced wherever moisture is sufficient. L<!custs having 
appeared in parts of Sholapur and Bijapur, collectors of all districts have been 
instructed to be on the watch, and to lose no time in taking energetic action for 
their destruction. No serious injury has yet been caused by them.· Agricultural 
stock are in good condition, and the supply of fodder is sufficient. The 
deficiency of stock in Gujarat and elsewhere is being supplied from takavi grants 
and charitable relief funds. 

(i) Rates of wages.-During the month under report prices of staple food
grains have risen in all the affected districts except KMndesh, Nasik,' and 
Belgaum, where they have slightly declined. There were no material changes 
in the rates of wages. 

No. 46. 
Summary for the five weeks ending 29th June, 1901. 

(a) Private relief.·-During the month under report Rs. 55,973 were spent 
out of charitable funds in KMndesh and Rs. 10,380 in Pooua. Rs. 64,258 
were spent from the same sourCIl in· the Ahmedabad District during the months 
of April and May, 1901. The following further allotments from the Bombay 
Presidency Ji'amine Relief Ji'und were received in the districts named :-

District. I Bupeeo. 

Panch Mah8.J. .... ... ... .... ... 43,000 

Broach ... ... ... ... . .. . .. 40,000 

Khlindesh ... ... ... .. . ... 45,330 -
Ahmednagar ... ... ... ... .. . 75,000 

I:!hoh\.pur ... ... ... ... .. . 50,000 

Felgaum ... ... ... .. . .. . 12,000 
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, (b) Village 'and poor-house relie/-During the month under report there 
waS'!i'further expansion of village gratuitous relief in all the affected districts,' 
except the Panch MalulJs and Dh8.rwar, The increase was particularly notice
able in the KhSndesh District, where, owing to the exhaustion of grass seed, 
mhowra and other resources, a large number of Bhils had to be put on dole 
while engaged in cultivating their fields_ Two additional poor-houses were 
opened in the Bijapur DIstrict and one in each of the districts of N asik and 
satara. Two poor.houses were closed in KMndesh. There were 38 village' 
kitchens open in Ahmednagar and five in Nasik. The daily average numbeN 
in poor-houses and on village dole in the l86t week of June were 119,071 against 
IH,461 in the corresponding week of May. 

(c) General character of reli~T works.-During the month under report· 
there has been no cha.nge in the general character of relief works. . 

(d) Physical condition of tlte people.-In Belgaum and DMrwar the 
mortality WBS above normal, the increase being principally due to cholera and 
plague. In all the other affected districts the death-rate was below normal, and, 
except in Khandesh it was lower ,than 'in May. The physical condition· of the 
people as observed by the in~pecting officers has been generally sa.tisfactory. 

(e) Deaths (if any) from starvation.-These ar~ shown in the accom: 
parrying death-rate return. submitted by the Sanitary Commissioner for the 
Government of Bombay. . ' 

(f) and (g) J/oodrstockB arui Importation of grain.-Sufficient. 

(b) General condition and prospects of affected area.-The numbers on all 
kinds of relief'Nse from a daily ,average of 381,881 in the last week of May to 
477,!80 in the corresponding week of .June. Except in the' southern coast 
districts of Surat there was pmctically no rain throughout Gujarat till. the 
25th Juue. After that date rain fell in all districts. The distribution, however, 
was irregular, the rain being plentiful in the south, moderate in the north-east, 
and deficient in the north-west. After a fortnight's break good falls have again 
been reported from all parts of Gujarat. During June the western hill tracts of 
the Deccan and Karnatak received good rain, which has since continued. In 
the eastern tracts of the Deccan and Karnatak the rainfall of June was deficient, 
but satisfactory falls occurred during the first half of July and enabled retarded 
sowings to be resumed. Since that time, however, the rainfall in these tracts 
has been very light and more is-urgently wanted·to,_ the young crops, which 
are reported to ha\'e commenced to wither in some places. Agricultural stock 
are in good condition and the supply of fodder is sufficient. The deficiency of 
stock in Gujarat and elsewhere has been supplied largely from takavi grants 
and charitable relief funds. 

(i) Rates of wages.-· During the month under report prices of staple food
grains rose in aU affected districts except DMrw8.r, where they slightly declined. 
There were no material changes in ~he rates of wages. 

No. 47. 
Summary for the four weeks endill.IJ 2'jtli July, 1901. ' 

la) Primte reli~f.--During the month under report Rs. 30,765 were 
Bpent out of charitable funds in Ahmedabad, Rs. 5,305 in Kh8.ndesh, Re. 14,365 
in Nasik and Rs. 19,1)157 in Poona. An allotment of Rs. 20,520 was received 
from the Bombay Presidency Famine Relief Fund in KMndesh. The sum of 
Rs. 105 was coll\!ctt'ri by.private subscriptions in Belgaum and was spent in 
purchasing clothes for the poor in the Athni Taluka. , 

(b) Villa,<Je and poor-house reli~(.-The numbers on this kind of relief 
increased fl'om 119,1J71 in the last week of June to 156,715 in the last week of 
July. The districts of Ahmedabad, Panch Mahals, KMndesh, Sat8.ra, and 



· Belgaum mainly contrib~tedtp·. this increase .. On the o$ef hand the numbers 
, ,decr~ed in Kaira, Broach, Sura!, l'QOna, and .. Dh8.rwAr. ," Ther-EI were.·dwing 

the month 40. village kitchens in Ahmednagar and seven in ~!isik. ,..., 
(c) General character of relief lCorks.-There were in progress during 

the month 56 works under Public Works Agency and 92 ","orks.,. under Civil 
,agency ... There was no change in the c~aracter of the .works. . 

(d) Physical condition of the peuple,~The death-rate was below normal 
in all districts of the Northern and Central Divisions a.nd. in Bijapur. In 
Belgaum and Dharwar the death· rate was above normal, mainly on a.cqount of 
plague. It was higher than in the previous month in Surat, Ahmednagar, 
Nasik, Poona, Satara, Sholapur, and Bijapur; in other districts it was lower 
except in Khandesh, where it was the same as in June. The physical condition 
· of the people was generally satisfactory. 

(e) Deaths (if any) from starvatioll.-There were no deaths from t~is 
· cause during the month under report. 

(f) and (g) Food-stocks and importation of ,qraill.-. Sufficient. 
(h) Ueneral condition ant pruspects of affected area.-. The numbers on 

'all kinds of relief fell from a. daily average of 477,480 in the last week of 
June to 460,478 in the corresponding week of July. The rainfall during the 

· month under report and up to date has been generally satisfactory throughout 
GUjarat and Khandesh,ILnd in the western hilly tracts of thA Deccan and 
Karnatak. The crops in these tracts are flourishing, but some damage has been 
caused .in a few places by rats, locusts, or other insects. In eastern Deccan and 
Karnatak on the other hand the rainfall up to date has been. below requirements 

· except ina few. taluk/ls, and a part of the area usually devoted to kharif crops 
has remained unsown. and standing crops in some places have begun to ';Vithef. 
These tracts are, however, mainly dependent on rabi crops. . . . . 

(i) Rates of wa.Qp.s.-The prices cf food grains rose in the Panch Mahals, 
Nasik, Belgaum, and DMrwar districts and fell in Kaira, Broach, and Khandesh 
during the month under'i'eport_ .. -In other districts they were almost the SlIme 
as in the previous month. There were corresponding variations in the rates 
of lVages. 

No. 48. 
Summary for the jive weeks ending 31st August, 1901. 

(a) Private reli~t:-During the month undl'.r report Rs. 14,728 were 
spent out of charitable funds in Khandesh, Rs. 5,071 in Nasik and Rs. 8,690 
in Poona. Rs. 65,268 were spent from the same source in the Ahmedabad 
.District during July, 1901. The following further allotments from the 
Hombay Presidency Famine Relief Fund were received in the districts 
named :-

Broach ... 

Kiuludesh 

Belgaum 

Diatriat. 

, .. 

Bu~. 

5,000 

1l!2 

20,000 

(b) Villa,ge and poor-house relief.-During the month under report 
there occurred a' gradual contraction of this kind of relief. The numbers 
rdieved in the· last week of August were 120,480 against 156,715 in the 
~rresponding week of July. There were during the month 42 village 
kitchens in Ahmednagar, and eight in Nasik. 
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(c) General character of relief works.-There were' in progress during 
the month under report 49 works under PUblic Works Department, and 40 
works under Civil ·Agency. There was no change in the character of the 
works. 

(d) Physical condition of the peopie.-The physical condition of the 
people was generallyeatisEactory. The mortality in August was. higher than 
that in July in all the affected districts, except Belgaum and Bijapur, but the 
general denth-rate wae below normal, except in Belgaum and DMrwar. In 
these two ,listricts the exceAS over normal was mainly due to plague. . 

(e) Deaths (if any) from starvation.-None. 

(f) and (g) Food-stocks and Importation of grain -Sufficient. 

(h) a~neral cnndition and prospect· of affected area_-The numbers 
on all kinrls of relief fell from a daily average of 460,4111 in the la~t week of 
July to ~i!),930 in the correspondiQg week of August. The rainfall of the 
month wa~ deficient in Surat, Broach and Western' Kaira, and in the Eastern 
Deccan and the Karnatak. Elsewhere it was generally sufficient. Since the 
middle of September good and opportune rain has fallen throughout Eastern 
Deccan and the' Karnatak, and has revived the previously withering kharif 
crop~ and enabled rabi Bowings to be commenced. In Gujarat, however, there 
has been practically no useful rain since the end of August, and the nce crop 
there is withering; other kharif crops are in an unsatisfactory condition and 
rabi sowing has been delayed. Agricultural stock are in good condition and 
the supply of fodder is sufficient. ' 

(i)' Rate .• of wa.Q6s.--During the month under report the prices of 
food-grains fell in all the affected districts, except KMnuesh and Kasik, 
where they were stationary. There were corresponding variations in the rates 
of wages. ' 

No. 49. 
Summary for the four weeks endin.q 2SthSeplember, 19Vf. 

(a) PrifJate reli~f.-During the, month under report Rs. 1,401 were 
spent out of charitable funds in Nasik and Rs. 5,552 in Poona; Rs. 111,596 
were also spent from the Ba!De sonrce in the Ahmedabad District during 
August, 1901. 

(b) Vilia,qe and poor-house relief.-There occurred a further decline in the 
numbers on gratuitous relief except in Poona, Bijapur, and Belgaum. The 
numbers reiieved in the last week of September were 71,3!!I against 120,4S0 in 
the corresponding week of August. One additional village kitchen was opened 
in Ahmednagar, while six such kitchens were closed in Nasik. 

(c) General character of rdi~f worlcs.-There were in progress 46 works 
under Public Works Department and 35 works under Civil Agency. The 
Ba.roda-Godhra Chord Rail way earth-work was closed during the month. There 
was no change in the character of relief works. 

'( d) Ph.Ilsical condition (If the people.-In all the affected districts except 
Poona. and Sholapur the mortality in September was higher than in August. 
In Gujurnt the high mortality is reported to have been mainly due to seasonal 
fever. In the Deccan Rnd Karmltak the mortality was nowhere abnormal except 
in ~at8.ra, Belgaum, and DMrwar, in which districts plague alone contributed 
no less than 58, 64, and 74 per cent., respectively, of the total number of deaths. 
The general death-rate, exclusive of plague, was below the decennial mean 
except in Broach, Kaira, Belgaum, and l)Mrwar, where it was higher. 

(e) Deaths (~f all,V) from starl.ation.-These are shown in the accompanmg 
death-rate return submitted by the Sanitary Commissioner for the Government 
of Bombay. 
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(f) and (g) Food·stock8 and Importation of grain.-Snfficient. 

(h) General condition and prospects of ailected area.-The numbers on 
all kinds of relief fell from a daily average of ~75,930 in the last week of August 
to 293,133 in the corresponding week of September. During the mouth under 
report th~ rainfall was exceedingly short of ~e av~rage in Gujatat and g:enerally 
deficient In the Deccan, but generally suffiCIent In the Karnatak. Since the 
close of the month good rain has fallen throughout the Deccan and Karnatak, 
and in Surat and parts of Broach, and has much improved the situation in 
those tracts. In other parts of Gujarat, owing to the almost total failure 
of the late rains, the rice crop over large areas is entirely lost, the outturn 
of other kharif crops is expected to be poor, and there has been no rabi 
sowing except on irrigated lands. Locusts have also caused serious damage to 
crops in the districts, of. Ahmedabad and Kaira. Scarcity of water is also 
apprehended in northern Gujarat. and steps are being taken to improve the 
waeer.supply. Agricultural stock are in good condition and the supply of 
fodder is sufficient 

(i) Rates of wages.-During the month under report the prices of staple 
food.grains fell in Ahmednagar, t;holapur, Satara, and Bijapur; were stationary 
in Broach, N asik, Poona, and Belgaum; and rose in other districts. There 
were corresponding variations in the rates of wages .. 

(a) Private 
Poona. District. 
in September. 

No. 50. 
Summaryfor the montll of October, 1901. 

relief.-Rs. 12,618 were' spent out of charitable funds in the 
Rs. 1,570 were also spent from the same source in Ahmedabad 

(b) Village and poor.house relief.-There was a furthllr contraction of this 
kind of relief in all the affected districts. The numbers rE'lieved in the last 
week of October were 50,674, against 77,R81 in the corresponding week of 
September. Three poor.houses in Ahmedabad and three village kitchens in 
Ahmednagar were closed. 

(c) General character of reli~f works.-There were in progress 37 works 
under Public Works Department, and 13 works under Civil Agency. There 
was no change in the character of relief works. 

(d) Physical condition of the people.-In all the districts except Broach, 
Surnt, KMndesh, Ahmednagar, and Shohl.pur, the mortalitY' in October was higher 
than in September. Iu Kaira malarial fever, and in Satara, Belgaum, and 
DMrw9.r, plague mainly contributed to the high mortality. The general death· 
rate, exclusive of plague, was below the decennial mean except in Kaira, 
Bijapur, Belgaum, and DMrwar. . .. 

(e) Deaths (if any) from starvation.-These are shown in the accom· 
panying death·rate return submitted by the Sanitary Commissioner for the 
Government of Bombay. 

(f) and (g) Food·stocks a'id Importation' of grain.-Sufficient. 

(h) Gel/eral condition and prospects l?f affected area.-The numbers on 
all kinds of relief fell from a daily average of 293,133 in the last week of 
September to 131,632 in the corresponding week of October. Excepting parts 
of Surnt and Broach, which received good fulls, there was no appreciable rain in 
Gujanl.t during the month of October. No rain has since fullen in any part of 
that Province, and rats also continue doing damage to crops. The situation 
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has, therefore, become critical, especially in the northern districts, where the 
numbers on relief have already commenced to rise. In the Deccan and 
Karnatak t.here was generally good .rain i? October, which benefited the late
sOWn khanf crops and enabled rabl sOWings to be nearly completed in all 
districts. There has, however, been no useful rain Rince the end of the month 
and the outturn of rabi c~ps is ~o~ expected to be on the whole satisfactory: 
~less good showers are received Within the next fortnight. Locusts appeared, 
In parts of .Poona, SatRra, Bijap.ur, and Belga~~, and caused slight injury to· 
crops: Agncult~ral stock are m good ~ondltion, and the supply of fodder is 
suffiCient. SpeCIal measures for the Improvement of water supply in. 
Northern Gujarat are .being continued. 

(i) Rates of wages.-During the month under report the prices of staple 
food-grains declined in all the affected districts except. Ahmedabad and the 
Panch Mahals, where they rose. There were corresponding variations in the rates 
{,If wages. 

No. 51. 
Summary-jor-.the-_th-of November., 1901. 

(a.) Private relie/-Rs. 400 were spent out of charitable funds in the 
Poona District. 

(b.) Village and poor-house relief.-In Nasik, Poona and Satara all 
gratuitous relief was stopped during the month under report. Two poor-houses 
in Sholapur and nineteen in Bijapur and twenty village kitchens in Ahmednagar 
were closed, while two poor-houses were opened in Ahmedabad. The total 
numbers relieved in the last week of November were 17,728 against 50,674 
in the corresponding week of October, but in the three Northern Gujarat 
districts alone the nutnbers increased from 3,376 to 4,969. 

( c.) General character of relief works.-There were in progress 16 works. 
under Public Works Department and 6 works under Civil Agency. There was 
no change in the character of relief works. 

(d.) Physical condition of the people.-In the districts of Ahmedabad,' 
Broach, Surat, Khandesh, Nasik and Poona the total mortality in November 
was higher than in October, the excess being mainly due to plague. The 
general death-rate exclusilVe of plague was below the decennial mean except in 
Kaira, Broach, Belgaum and Dharwar. . 

(e.) Deaths (if any) from starvation.-These are shown in the accom
panying death-rate return submitted by the Sanitary Commissioner for the 
Government of Bombay_ 

(f.) and (g.} Food-stocks and importation of grain.-Sufficient. 

(h.) General condition and prospects of affected area.--The numbers on 
aU kinds of relief fell from a daily average of 131,632 in the last week 0' 
October to 42,335 in the corresponding week of November. Light to lair,. 
showers fell during the first week of November in the whole of Karnatak and 
in the South Deccan districts, and proved useful for late kharif crops and for 
rabi sowing. But there has been no rain since in any district of the Deccan 
and Karnatak, and standing rabi crops are withering. Gujarat received no rain 
~ither in November or since. I.ate-sown kharif crops which were withering at 
the end of. October have been completely lost in most places, and no rabi crops 
are expected except in irrigated areas. Rats also have continued to do damage 
to standing crops. Another period of scarcity has in consequence commenced 
in Northern Gujarat, and the numbers on relief are increasing. Relief measures 
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also continue in some parts of the Deccan and Karnatak, where the prospects 
are unsatisfactory. • 

(i.) Rate8 oj"wages.-During the month under report the prices of staple 
food grains fell in all the affected districts ,except Kaira,' where they rose. 
The ra'tes of wages on works varied pl'Oportionately. 

No. 52. 

Summary for the month of December, 1901. 

(a.) Private relief.-Rs. 3,984 were spent out, of charitable.fundlil'in"the 
Ahmedabad Distt:ict during October, 1901. 

(b.) ViUa.qe and poor-house relief.-Eight village kitchens in Ahmed· ' 
nagar and five poor-houses in Bijapur were closed, while two poor-houses were 
opened in Thar and Po.rbr., The total J;lIgnbers relieved in the last week of 
December were 18,990 against 17,728 in the corresponding week of November. 
In the three Northern Gujarat Districts alone the number rose from 4,969 to' 
8,934. 

(c.) General character of relief works.-' There were in progress 24 works 
under Public Works Department and 25 works under Civil Agency. 'In the 
Panch Mahals the Baroda'Godhra Chord R~ilway earth.werk was re-opened. 
There was no other change in the character of relief works. , 

(d.) Physical ('ondition of the people.-Except in the Districts of Ahmed. 
abad, Panch Mahals, Khandesh, Nasik and Poona, the total mortality in 
December was less than in November. In Ahmedabad seasonal fever and in 

"Khandesh, Nasik and Poona plague mainly contributed to the high inortality. 
'The general death·rate exclusive of plague,was below the decennial mean in all ' 
Districts except Ahmedabad, Kaira, Broach, Belgaum and Dharwar where it 
~a8 in excess. 

(e.) Deaths, (if <lny) from starvation.-, These are shown in the accom· 
panying death·rate return submitted ,by the Sanitary Commissioner for the 

,'Government of Bombay. ' ' 

(f.) and (g.) Food-stocks and importation oj.qrain.-, Sufficient. 

, (h.) General cOllditio~ and prospects oj affected area.-The numbers 
on all kinds of relief rose from a daily average of 42,335 in the last week of 
November to 81,768 in the corresponding week of'December. There was 
no rain during the month in any of'the affected Districts, but light scattered 

"showers fell abput the middle of January 1902 in parts of Gujarat and Ahmed· 
nagar. In Gujarat rats have continued to ,damage the Ilrops on the ground, the 
area under well-irrigation has in consequence been greatly contracted and 

'distress is likely to be far more intense than was at first anticipated. In 
Ahmedabad, Kaira and the Panch Mahals the numbers on relief are rapidly 
rising. In the Deccan and Karnatak also owing to the absence of the November
December showers the rabi outturn is expected to be poor and the demand for 
relief is likely to increase as the season progresses. Agricultural stock are in 
good condition and the supply of fodder is generally sufficient. 

{i.) Rates ojwa,qes.-During the month under repOrt the prices of staple 
food-grains rose in, all the affected districts except Ahmednagar, Sholapur 

. ,and Bijapur" where they declined. The I'Iltes of wages v.aried proportionately. 
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FINES FOR SHORT WORK. 

No .. 53. 
Abstract of Bombay Public Works Department Circular Memorandum 

No. 581 F., dated 9th March, 1900. . 

Requesting, superintending engineers of divisions to direct all the executive 
engineers in charge of relief operations to enforce fines for short work as' a 
general rule on certain scales given, the officers and subordinates in charge of 
relief work being, however, enjoined to so exercise their discretion as to fining, 
when labourers are working in gangs, as to prevent, so far as possible, honest 

, workers suffering for the fault of others. -
N OTB.-The .text of the above circular has not ,been received in the India Office. 

No. 54. 

No. 2080, 4ated Bombay Casfie, 23rd April, 1900. 

Letter from the Commissioner, N. D., No. 3327, dated 26th March, 1900:-

"1 have the honour to submit one or two remarks on the Circular No. F.--581 of 
9th instant, iBBued by the Public Works Department, graduating the fine for short 
work on relief operations. I trust to be absolved from any suspicion of wishing to 
cavil at ord,!rs, or of anything but a desire to bting to tile notice of Government 
difficulties that occur in practical work. 

" 2. In most districts a problem of famine work is how to make people do real 
work with a system of minimum wage, how to stir up the lazy, and how to eave the 
industrious from becoming lazy too. ' 

"3. Now there are yet many honest workers in some districts, 50 per cent of the 
mBBS. They generally do from 90 to 110 per cent. of their task. To fine such people 
nearly 20 per cent. of their wages for I, 2, or 5 per cent. short work must be 
demoralizing in A1fect. For when they realize (as they speedily will) that they are 
fined the same amount for 99 as for 75 per cent. work they will naturally get slack, 
and as one of, our ablest enginears lately put it, • having once tasted the ,sweets of 
laziness, there is no knowing when they will stop. They will soon drop to 50 per 
cent.' Thus the general rule will make way for popular deterioration_ peril to my 
mind more to be dreaded than starvation. -

.. 4. Supposing the work done is 99 per cent., the wages will work out as follows 
un the basis of 18 Ibs. for 1 per cent. of short work :-

C1aao. Code of W_iD FiDe Pioe. Peroeo1age of 
, Pioo per 1la7. PiDetoWageo. 

I. 8 II ,19 

IL, 7 1 14. 

DI. G 1 SO 

" Ii. It may be thought that the measurer' mould give a • grace mark,' and 80 
prevent luch an extreme case. Bat, tIli~ ia precisely' th& .latitude wl;tich a subordinate 
.-hould not have, for he is sure to use it arbitrarily. I would rather suggest that a 
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definite m&rgin Bhould be left by the rules, say 90 per cent. and 70 per cent., within 
which the fine should not be imposed at all. I am informed that a majority of good, 
willing, honest workers fall slightly below the 100 per cent., and this is also what one 
would expect. To discourage them by a disproportionate fine will have the reverse 
elfect of what is desired." 

Letter from the Collector of Ahmedabad, No. F.-1112, dated 22nd March, 
1900:- . - .. I have the honour to refer to Government Circular memorandum No. F-581, 

dated 9th March, 1900 • 

.. 2 The way these fines work out with grain at 17 lbs. and 18 lbs. a rupee (the 
most common prices) is as follows :-

Percentage of work done. P"11IIen1B at 
171bs. 

Pa)'Dlen1B at 
18 lbo •• 

JIo. .. Po JIo. .. p. 
o 1 9 0 1 6' 

0 1 6 0 1. 6 

0 1 0 0 1 0 
{

Diggen 

Between 76 and 100 p&r cent. Oarri~ .. . 

Children .. . 

0 1 8 0 1 3 

0 1 8 0 1 S 

0 o 9 0 o u 

Between 60 ODd 76 p&r oont. ... {:~ .. . 

Children .. . 

0 1 0 0 1 0 

0 1 0 0 1 0 

o 0 9 0 o 9 

B&low 60 par _t.... ... {:~ .. . 
Children .. . 

. 
.. 3. Thus a woman gete the same (with grain at 17 lb •. the rupee) if she does 

50 per cent. or 99 per cent. of the work, while generslly men 1LIld women get the same 
and some of the wages are equal to, and others below, the value of the poor-house 

rr'~tion. 
, .. 4. Till now the Executive Engineer has had an excellent arrangement by 

which fines have been nicely proportioned to the amount by which work fell below 
the standard. If a gang found itself unable to do full work, it was still to their 
interest to do 90 per cent. rather than 80 per cent., 80 per cent. rather than 70 per 

. cent., and so on, and the excellent work done by the workers which so far has 
resulted, I believe, in the accomplishment 6f work at a rate per hundred cubic feet, 
far below that usual in famines, has been d]le not ouly to the personal care of the 
Executive Engineer aud his 'stalf, and to frequent visiting by district and taJ.uka 
!lllicers, but to those orders issued by the Executive Engineer • 

.. 5. Even taking the orders of the Circular memorandum as they stand, I submit 
that it is unwise to make no distinction between a worker who does 75 per cent. and 
one who does 99 per cent of the work, but when the rates work out as I have mown, 
then ~ submit ~t their unsuitability appears still more marked." 

"'- '. 
Memorandum from the Superintending Engineer, N. D., No. 2283, dated -

March, 1900:-
.. Forwarded with compliments • 

.. Hitherto on all works the scale of fining has been more nearly proportional to 
the work exeouted than now ordered by Government." 

Memorandum from the Commissioner, N. D., No. 3529, dated 30th March, 
'. 1900:-

n Submitted to Government. 
.. The undersigned has already ventured to represent his own view in his No. 3327. 

of 26th March, 1900." 

~ RESOLUTION.4The course suggested by the Honourable Mr. Lely is 
1!ntirely opposed to the repeated instructions' olthe Government of India, which 
·have been cordially accepted by tllls Government, that full tasks shoul<l be 
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strictly enforced as a test of the need of relief. Moreover, it could have nO. 
other effect than that of reducing the task. If n rule were passed that full 
payment should be IDade for 90 per cent. of the task, 'precisely the same 
considerations would affect payment for 1)9 per cent, as the Honourable Mr. 
Lel.y sng. g.ests wi.th regard to 99. per cent. It is understood .that such a. rule 
,wiS. in force in l\hmt;dabad~and" Bro~ch, and that full payment was. often madct 
when the deficiency 'Was several: degrees below' the limit of 90 p~r cent., an'd 
this practice is probably among the reasons why -the average cost of relief 
-in these district!! has been 'tnuchin excess of that :in other districts. It if!. 
presuIhed that the wages due are determined by superior officers, or at least by 
.. ubordinat~s 'of a ;comparatively high grade, and minute deficiencies may be 
discarded if the circumstances justify such course, but the principle that the full 
wage is due for performance only of full task must be enforced as far as possible, 
'There is less riSK of demoralization from excess of strictness than from excess of 
leniency. 

/ 
2. Government, while desirous that payment between the maximllII!- and 

minimum should .be in proportion to results, are of opinion that with the 
establishment available to deal with such large bodies of workers as are now 
employed it is not expedient to attempt more accurate mEasurements than are 
required for the scale of payments prescribed in Public Works Department 
Circular memorandum No. F.-581, dated 9th March, 1900. As the people to 
whom the scale is applied are paid weekly and not daily, the results mentione4 
in paragraph 3 of the letter of the ,Collector.,of Ahmedabad do not occur. It is 
also to be observed that the object. in view is not to get the work done at low 
rates, but to exclude people who will not prove their need of relief by doing a. 
mir task for a low wage. For that purpose' the scale of payment referred to is, 
not less efficacious than would be one with more gradations, 

(Signed) J~ MciNTEATH, 

Chief Secretary to Government . 

. No. 55, 

,Letter from T. W. Holderness, Esq.; C.S.I., Secretary to the Government (?f India~ 
, to the Chief Secretary to the Government of Bombay, (Famine). 

No. 1l08-28-15-F.,dated Simla, the 30th .. Hay, 1900. 

Public Works Departmeut .Circular 
Memorandum No. 581-F., dated 9th 
'March, 1900. 
. Famine Department Resolution 
No. 2080, dated 23rd April, 1900. 

Famine Department Resolution 
No. 2U99, dated 25th April, 1900. 

The Governor General in Council 
has read the instructions cited in the 
margin which have been issued by the 
Government of BombllY concerning the 
tasking of famine relief workers and the· 
reduction of wages for short work. 

2. In the Resolution, da.ted the 23rd April, "the repeated instructions of 
.the Goverument of India" are given as one of the reasons which led the 
Government of Bombay to reject the proposal of the Commissioner of the 
Northern Division that a definite margin should be left by the rules within 
which a fine for short work should not be imposed. In making this proposal 
that officer went on to say that the majority of good, wil~ing, honest worker" 
often fail to exactly fulfil the prescribed task and that to discourage them by a 
,W~p~oportionate fine was impolitic. 

• 
3. The Government of India think it necessary to point out tha\ although 

in the early stage of the present famine, when the relief popula.tion :was by all 
accounts in an exceptionally vigorous and robust condition, they approved and 
advised.a policy of strictness in the matter of enforcing tAlks and directed thl!-t 
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" persistent failure to perform the allotted task due to causes other t~ physical 
inability" should he rigorously dealt .wi~, they have never. re)e.c~ed the 
~xped:ent of a mar!rin, such as the COmIllisSloner ot: the Northern DIVIsion has 
p!:"posed. On t'he contrary, in paragraph 9 of their Circular Letter
No.2-Famine, dated 27th Decemher, 1899, they expressed approval of the rules 
in force in the North· Western Provinces with regard to the imposition of fines 
for short tasks, which distinctly provide a margin of the kind recommended 

• by the Commissioner of Gujarat. The 
Code, Appendix D-XIV, Rule 45. margin in the North·Western Provinces 

Code is 12i per cent. 

4. In the correspondence on the Broach esse which gave rise to the 
Bombay Government's Resolution of the 25th April, 1900, the necessity for 
lOme definite rule of clemency to temper the ingrained rigidity of subordinate 
officials in the Public Works Department is very clearly brought out. And 
Llthough the literal construction placed by that Department in the Broach 
:Iistrict on the Public Works Department Circular of the 9th March has heen 
>ver-ruled by the Resolution of the 25th April, and permission has been given 
;0 overlook" trilling deficienci.:s" in me-~surements, it seems to the Government 
)f India doubtful whether this will prove a sufficient guide to the class of officers 
>rdinaril y placed in charge of relief works. 

5. The condition of the relief works population in the nvrthern districts of 
ilie Bombay Presideney, ihe tembly high death-rates which are now beiI!g 
reported. and the lllilrll;:ed deelim.e daring the last few weeks in the numbers on 
relief, give rise to some apprehension lest rigorous tasking may possibly he 
pushed too fur by zealoos su.bordimates. For this reason the Government of India 
-desire to state that, irurti9d Ilf dL<approving, they approve of the principle of a 
·definite margin recommended by the Commissioner of the Northern Division. 

No. 56. 

Letter from J. llfo-nteath, Esq., C.SJ., I.C.S., Chief Secretary to the Government 
of Bombay, to the Secretary of the GoveJ'7Jmenl of India, Department of 
Revenue and Agriculture, No. 2554, dated Bombay Castle, 15th June . 
1900. ' 

In ~knowledg!ng the receipt of your letter No. 1l08-2S--15 F., dated 
30th ultimo, I am dire:tedto ~uest that. yon will s~bmit to His Excellency 
the Governor·Generalm COunCil the followmg explanation of the orders of this 
Government to which reference is made. 

2. The Government of In~ in their letter No.3 F.-11-1, dated 
24th December, 1896, called attention to "the importance of exactina a full 
task at all stages of relief operations." The tenour of your Circull~ letter 
~o. 2.F.ur:, dated 27th December, 1899, was understood to emphasize that 
new, aUli m the final para"arnph Local Governments were asked to consider 
whether greater strictness in enforcing the conditions of relief and tests of 
distress wns not required. It appeared therefore to the Governor in Council 
that the Government of India had repeated instructions that full tasks should 
he strictly enforced as a test of the need of relief. It was not supposed that 
the marginal reference to paragraphs 45-41 at pages 131-132 of the North
Western Provinces Famine Code, 1899, was intended as a sUD'uestion that the 
detailed «nethod of tasking and fining therein prescribed sh;~d be generally 
adopted. , 

• See page 439 of Command Paper 205, presented in 1900. 
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3. Reasons for the adoption of a penal minimum having been given in 
my letter No. 235, dated 15th January, 1900, it WIlS stated in paragraph 3 of 
your letter No. 287-28·2 F., dated 8th February, 1900, that" the wish of the 
Bombay Government is, it is understood, to fix a fair task, the performance of 
which will entitle the workers to the prescribed wage of 19 chataks for the 
digger and 15 chataks for the carrier re~pectively, and to reduce the wage 
proportionally as the work done falls below the prescribed 'task down to a 
penal wage of 9 chataks. This proposal the Government of India consider 
reasonable, provided the tasks are fair, regard being had to the condition of the 
people." Instructions were issued accotdingly, it being on several occasions 
explained that the object was to have payment by results as nearly as possible 
within the maximum and reduced minimum, but this Government have not 
ceased to enjoin that the tasks should be in proportion to the physical condition 
of the various classes of p\lople, and that the deficiency cf work for which 
deduction may be made must be due to wilfulness and not to weakness. On 
Bome works there was prescribed a table under which the weekly wage might be 
varied according to every 10 per cent. of outturn, but the professional advisers 
of this Government considered it impracticable with the, establishment available 
to attempt so much gradation, and the Public Works Department Circular 
No. F.-581, dated 9th March, 1900, was accordingly issued. 

4. This Government have thus, as they understood, with the concurrence 
of the Government of India, adopted a system which differs from that prescribed 
in the North·Western Provinces Code. It was considered important that the 
full wage should be held to be due only for what might reasonably be regarded 
as the full task, but in Government Resolution No. 2080, dated 23rd April, 
1900, as well as in Government Resolution, No. 2099, dated 25th idem, it 
was pointed out tbatminute deficiencies might be overlooked. A practice which 
obtained in two districts of prescribing that the full wage should be ¢ven if 90 
pel' cent. of the task were done, and of giving tb,e full wage if the out turn was 
even several degrees lower appeared to be precisely the relaxation of test against 
which the Government of India_ had given this Government a caution. The 
North-Western Provinces Government give the wage for an outturn which may 
either be some' degrees above or below the prescribed task, but a definite rule 
that the wage should be given for 90 per cent, of the task would, be nothing 
more nor less than a reduction of the task. In the case of metsl-breaking, 
where the individual tssks can be stated in basketfuls, this would be obvious 
to every worker. 

5. I am to add that in the month of April in the district of Ahmedabad, 
in which the reduction in the number of workers has been greatest, the outturn 
was 37,329,206 as compared with 39,127,430 cubic feet of the ,total 1 asks set, 
and that the total fines were only about 2 per cent. of the wages earnable, the 
remainder of the deficiency in work being due to the fact that new-comers are 
not fined until they are accustomed to the work. These facts indicate in a 
very clear manner that there is nothing oppressive in either the tasks or in the 
manner 01 enforcing them, and that notwithstanding the high mortality in the 
district, which cannot be in any way attributed to the labour conditions 
imposed on relief works, there has been no lack of vigour. amongst the people 
employed on works. Similar information is not available for other districts, 
but the Collector of Kaira states in his last progress report, " On the whole the 
people in this district are now doing the task without difficulty and resort is 
had to penal fining in very few cases. On many works the full task is 
completed and there is no fining' at all." The number of relief workers increased 
largelv after effect was given to the Public, Works Department Circular 
No. 1<'.-581, dated 9th March'1900, and the subsequent decrease was due 
entirely to cholera. Except in tile case of Broach and only in the case of very 
few of the works in that district for two or three of the weeks when. a reduced 
scale of wages was in force the reports of the medical and' other 'inspecting 
officers on the physical condition of people who have been for some time on the 
works have been uniformly favourable. , The Government of India are aware 
that there was simultaneously in Broach a decrease in mortality. 
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6. I am to inquire whether in view of this explanation it is the desire of 
His Excellency the Governor General in Council that the orders passed by this 
Government in this matter should be cancelled or modified. 

Nd. 57. 

Letter from T. W. Holderness, Esq., C.S.I., Secretary to the llovernment of India, 
to the Chief Secretary to the Government of Bombay (Famine),No. 1317 it'. 
28-19, dated Simla, the 28th June, 1900. 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter. No. 2554, dated 
15th June, explaining the considerations which gave rise to the instructions as 
to the tasking of famine relief~workers, and the reduction of w~ges for short 
work, cited in paragraph 1 of my letter of the 30th May. It is asked whether 
in view of the explanations the Governor General in Council desires that the 
orders in question should be cancelled or modified. 

2. The main objection taken in your letter to the adoption of a z:ule pre
scribin<J' for the guidahce of subordinate. relief officers a margin within which 
short :ork may be overlooked, is that it is likely to result in the virtual reduction 
of the nominal task. But a rule of a very similar character seems to have been 
actually in operation in the Ahmedabad district up to the end of March, and 

Letter No. 1112, dated 22nd according to. the collector ~f that dist~ct. worked 
March 1900 well, and dId not result In demoralIsation. It 

, . seems to the Governor General in Council that if 
in any district less fortun!1tely situated, or on any particular relief work, the 
workers are found deliberately to take improper advantage of the rule, the 
difficulty can readily be met by the temporary su~pensibn of the rule by the 
controlling district authority, on the specific· ground that contumacy and 
determined idleness have to be dealt with. All that the Governor General in 
Council had in view was the desirability of preventing misapprehensions on the 
part of subordinate relief officers similar to that reported in the Broach district, 
and of giving them a reasonably definite standard of allowances for short work 
in cases in which neither contumacy nor determined idleness exists. }<'or thil> 
class of officers permission to overlook" rhinute deficiencies," and" variations of 
one per cent. in measurements," appeared to the Governor General in Council ro 
be insufficiently precise, and is open to the further objection that it contravenes 
the principle that pay should be proportioned to work. For it is obvious that if 
a relief-worker is fined to the extent prescribed in tlie Public Works Circular of' 
the 9th March, 1900, for failing to reach the full task by 2 per cent., the 
proportional principle to which the Government of India assented, and ro 
which the Government of Bombay rightly attach importance, is seriously 
yioi:l.ted. Even allowing that there are theoretical objections to the alternate 
e3:pedient of a "margin,'" the Governor General in Council considers that 
in the late s~e of a famine of exceptional intensity and destructiveness, 
and in view of what actually occurred in the Broach district, and of the 
high mortality prevailing throughout Gujarat, a lDarginal allowance is both 
reasonable and politic: and he would be glad to see it recognised as a rule of 
guidance by the Government of Bo~bay on their relief works. 

3. In conclusion I ani directed to enclo~e copy of Madras Government 
Order No. 513, dated 25th May, 1900,· from which it will be observed that the· 
Government of Madras have adopted the principle of a marginal allowance. for 
short work. 

·See page 411 (Madras). 
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l'AMINE' FORECASTS FOR THE YEARS 1900-1901 
AND 1901~2. 

Letter from the GOI!ernment of India to· t/le Right Honourable Lord (;eorge F. 
Hamilton, His Majesty's Secretary'of State for India, No.4 (Ret.enue 
and Agriculture), dat~d Calcutta, the 24th.January, 190L 

. We have the honour to forward, for your Lordship's information, copy of a 
letter dated 7th January, 1901, from the Government of Bombay, reporting that 
;famine conditions will certainly prevail to a greater or less extent for another 
season over a large part of the area affected in1899-1900, and advising us that 
a direct expenditure on the relief of distress of over one crore of rupees will 
.probably have to be incurred in the next financ'1al year. 

2. We deeply regret the disheartening and unfortunn.te occurrence of a 
second season of privation n.:nd agricultural loss in Western India. TJ:1e rainfall 
throughout Northern and Upper Indin., the Central Provinces, Rajputana and 
CentraI"India during the last fortnight of December and the first half of January 
has been exceptionally abundant and widely distributed, and there is every 
Ilntici pation that good harvests over an exceptionally large area of cultivn.tion 
",iII be reaped this spring in the Punjab, the North-Western Provinces and 
Oudh, n.nd in Behn.r, and that a surplus of food grains for the supply of less 
fortunate provinces will be secured. In the Central Provinces, Rajputn.na and 
Central India, the loss of stock and other agricultural capital has interfered with 
the ability of the cultivators to take full advantage of the favourab,le season: 
but except in a few localities of limited area no recrudescence of distress is 
anticipated in these regions. A portion of the Madras Presidency has been 
somewhat affected by the lightness of the north-east monsoon. But the earlier 
rains provided goud irrigation from the tanks, and the general situation giV\lS no 
cause for anxiety. Our infi)rmation regarding the Nizam's Dominions is at 
present imperfect, but it is believed that the crop failure from which the Bombay 
Deccan is suffering extends to some of the Hyderabad districts_ In Baroda the 
eropsn0won the ground are 50 per cent. below normal, and distress is a.ntici. 
pa.ted by that State until the next rains. 

3. We ·refrain from offering observations on .the last paragraphs of the 
Bombay ,Government's letter in which that Government adheres to the view 
that in determining and apportioning revenue suspensions and remissions it is 
not advisable to adopt with equity any course other than that which ha.s been 
hitherto followed in the Presidency, and that there are no practical difficulties 
in the way of giving satisfactory effect to this policy. The Famine Commission, 
which is at present engn.ged in taking evidence in Bombay, has been instructed 
to report on this .subject, and we propose to await its recommendations. 

(Signed) 

'We have, &c., 

CURZON. 

E. H. H. COLLEN. 

A. C. TREVOR. 

C. M. RIVAZ. 

T. RALEIGH. 

E. FG.·LAW. 
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Enclosure in No. 58. 

Letter from the Honourable Jlr. J. W. P. J;Iuir."lIackenzie, I.e.s., Chie!' 
Secretary to the Government of Rombay, to the Secretary to the Government'. 
of India, Department of Revenue and Agriculture, No. 54, dated Bombay'; 
Castle, 7 til January, 1901. " 

, In the weekly telegramR and monthly famine reports submitted from this, 
Department the Governmen.t of India have been kept informed of the general. 
condition and prospects of the affected area in this Presidency. As it is now 
unfortunately certain ~hat famine conditions will prevail to a greater or less, 
extent for another seaso? over 0. large part of the area affected in 1899-1900, I 
am directed to submit a report on the situation and future requirements. 

2. I am to append 0. statement· '0£ the rainfall of the season of 1900 as 
compared with the normal at the head-quarters and other selected stations of 
each of the districts likely to be affected, and to give below a descriptio!]. of the, , 
character of the season :-

GUJARAT. 

The entll'e month of June was rainless with the exception 0:( a few light 
showers in Surat in the last week and in the Panch :Mahals in the second week. 
Sowings could only be partially commenced in those two districts. In 3 uly the 
total £0.11 was everywhere much below the average except in the southern 
talukas of Surat. Rain fell mostly between the 12th and 15th, and kharif 
so wings were then generally commenced, but they were checked again by the 
subsequent break and could only be resumed at the close of the month when 
regular monsoon conditions set in throughout Gujarat. The rainfall in August 
was widely distributed, heavy and continuous, and improved the situation 
everyw here. The standing crops were thriving and sowings were in full 
progress nt the end of the month, when a break wao generally needed. The 
rainfall of September exceeded the average in Broach, the Panch Mahals, the 
enstllrn talukas of Surat and Kaira and the Gogha and Modasa Petas of 
Ahmedabad; elsewhere it was below the average. At the end of the month the 
kharif crops were doing well, but more rain was required for maturing them, 
especially rice and the inferior millets bavto and kodra,. and also for rab1 ~owing. 
During the month- of October, November and December there was no rain, and 
ex~ept in a few places during December the customary dews of the cold sea.on 
also did not fall. The result has been that among the early-sown kharif crops 
in the three northern districts of Amhedabad, Kaira and the Panch Mahal~ bajri 
alone will yield a fnirly good outturn, while rice and bavto have been" almost 
total failures; the late-sown kharif crops have partially withered and yielded 
but little grain; they are expected however to prod use a fair outturn of fodder. 
In Surat and Broach late-sown jowar and cotton crops will be poor. Rabi crops 
which have been sc'wn over abdut 50 per cent. of the total area reserved for them 
are withering except in irrigated lands. 

DECCAN AND KARNATAK. 

The rainfall in June exceeded the average in the greater part of Sholapur, 
Ahmednagar, Bijapur and Belgaum, the western talukns of DharwRl' and the 
eastern talukas of Poona and Satara ; elsewhere it was much below the average. 
In July the fall was short of the nverage in KMndesh, Nasik and DhRrwar, but 
in most talukas of the other districts it was above it. The rain W3ij sufficleut 
and useful for resumption of retarded sowings. These were nearly completed at 
the end of the mouth, when more rain was required in the eastern tracts of the 
Karnatak. The rainfall of August exceeded the average in Belgaum, the hilly 
tracts of the Deccan and the western portion of DhArwRr, but in the whole of 
Bijapur and the eastern talukas of DMl'war and the Deccan it was light and 

• Printed at page 181. 
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deficient, and the crops, especially those on light soil in Snolapur, Bijapur, 
Ahmednagar and the eastern part of ~oona, began to sufi'er. In September the' 
rain was much below the average excel?t in the western hilly tracts of Poona and 
Satara. At the end of the month kharIf crops were generally good in these tracts 
a.nd the western portions of Belgaum and Dhlirwar and in li:hlindesh and Nasik, 
but elsewhere th.ey were withering, and rabi sowing was generally retarded. 
In October there was no rain in Khlindesh and Nasik, while the districts of 
Sholapur, Poona. a.nd SaMra three Mlukas of Ahmednagar and the greater part 
of the Karnatak received light to fair showers, which refresned the withering 
crops to some extent a~d enabled rabi sowings to be continued. Beyond light 
scattered showers between the 5th and 7th of November in some plares in 
Sholapur, SaMra and Bijapur there was practically no rain in November and 
December throughout the Deccan and Karnatak, with· result that late-sown 
kharif crops have sufi'ered greatly everywhere and unirrigated rabi crops are 
generally withering'. . 

3. It will thus be seen that the almost total failure of the late rains in 
Gujarat and their deficiency in the Decca.n and Karnatak have blighted the hopes 
which were entertained in August last of a bumper kharif harvest, add have 
destroyed the chances of obtaining any rabi crops at all except in irrigated 
la.nds and a few other favoured tracts. 

4. The Commissioner, N., D., in a report dated 12th December, 1900, 
. describes the situation in Gujarat in the following terms :-

" There is reason to fear in many parts of this Division scarcity deepening as the 
season advances into famine among at least the lower classes. The situation has 
recently been somewhat improved by heavy dews and would be still further iurproved 
in the rabi areas by a fall of rain within this month. 

" Owing to the loss cf plough cattle the area sown with kharif crops was much 
below the normal. The proportion sown with rabi is probably still less, owing to 
the failure of the later rain and to the enervation of the people by fever, dysentery 
and other diseases which have been .emarkably rife. 

"Of the kharif crops rice has, with insignificant.exceptiona, totally failed. Bajri 
and jowar have done well or ill according to whether the rain began earlier or later, 
and perhaps also according to the promptitude of the cultivator in getting the seed in. 
Generally it may be said that early-sown bajri has done well-in some tracts very 
well. J owar not so well, the great bulk of this crop being nothing but fodder though 
looking well in the field to a superficial observer_ The other kharif crops vary from 
about 8 annas in the best parts of Kaira District tQ nil in the worst parts of the same, 
in parts of the Panch Mahals and elsewhere, The outturn of cotton is conjectured at 
6 annas in Ahmedabad a,.,.d 4 annas in Vagra and adjacent villages. Elsewhere in 
the affected areas mentioned below this crop is not grown . 

.. Rabi would have been good if there had been an inch or two of rain in October 
or November, but it did not come. Heavy dews of I en make up for want of other 
moisture, but they too have been absent till recently. Hence not only is the area very 
small \.out except on wells the outturn as it appears at present will be poor . 

.. The area of British territory in this Division likely to be affected may be thus 
described :- . 

Ahmedabad Di.trict.-The whole except Daskroi TaIuka and Gogha MahaI, parts 
of Sanand TaIuka and. other small portions where the kharif has been fair. 

Kaira District.-Matar, Thasra and Kapadvanl Talukas will be more or less 
distressed. 

Panch Mall<U8.-The wblOle district more or less. Probably least in Karol and 
most in Jhlilod. , 

B1·oach • ....:...A portion (say 30 villages) of Amod TaIuka, a portion (sa) 30 villages) 
of Jambusar Taluka, 7 'Bara ' villages of Broach TaIuka and almost the whole 
of the Vagra TaIuka. 

Sura.t.-Western half of Olpad TaIuka, eastern half of Mandv; TaIuka, sea coast 
and south-east corner 'Of Bulm, east and south sides of Pardi. 

" Outside these areas there will be much scattered distress which will need limited 
measures of relief in the hot weather, partly because allover the· country some crops 
have more or less failed, and partly because everywhere a large proportion of the 
normal area has been left unsown altogether. 

"The economic oondition of the people throughout the four districts· ami the 
affected parts of Surat is not encouraging. Last year's 

·Ah~edab.d. famine acting upon a peasantry unused to pri\"ation has 
~.:~~ Moho\la left them enfeebled' and dispirited. Many have not had 
Broaoh. the cattle or else the en81'gy to cultivate land at all. Again 

the Collector of Ahmedabad writes demi-officially: 'The . 
striking feature of this year's distress will be the large sums of money put into the 
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ground compared with the .mall retnrns.' The 10 .. of the milch cattle has been a'/ 
paralysing blow to people to whom milk in its varions forms was the only animal food. 
In the better parts of Gujarat it was the custom of the well·to-do cultivators to keep· 
large herds of buffaloes and cows and to give the cht.is (whey \ away among their poorer 
neighbours. No one went without. Now in the villages one constantly hears the 
piteous cry • when shall we get uur chas.' Lastly a wave of sickness has lately passed 
over the country not sparing ~;uropeans and the hest fed nath'e cl888e, and still further 
depressing the general vitality. In my opinion tlte present condition of the agricul
tural classes is ouch as to call for very careful and considerate treatment, especially in 
those parts of the province detailed above." 

In a later special report regarding 108 "Bara" or sea-coast villages of 
Broach the Commissioner, N., D., states that nearly all the people (including 
80me of the most respectable) are living at present on grass seed, especially an 
unwholesome variety called "Anchi-banchi," that no kharif crops are sown in 
this tract, that the prosp~ts of the rabi crops are extremely poor, that the 
staple jowar has not yet germinated, and that owing to use of bad seed and 
ravages by insects only 10 per cent. of the sown crop is expected to yield about 
8 annas. In a report dated 15th December, 1900, the Collector of Ahmedabad 
gives the following account of the state of crops in that district :-

.. A. the supply of gra .. seeds is failing, doles will have to be increased and worka 
provided soon in the BMI tracts of Dholka and Dhandhuka, where the one crop of the 
year, unirrigated wheat and gram, has practically failed. What little remains-roughly 
half the area sown-is still being eaten up by insects, and, the damage already done 
and still continuing is enormous. The tracts adjoining the s.ibarmati (Sanand, Dholka 
and Daskroi Talukas) are fairly covered with rabi crop', some of which look moderately 
healthy in their present stage. The rice crop has failed entirely in most places, but in 
a few Nalkantha and west Banand villages there will be a little to harvest. In the 
Viramglim Chnval the kharif crop has been estimated at 6 to 8 annas, which is fortunate 
considering that this with the Bhlil tract is generally the first to demand relief measures. 
Parantij will not, I learn, be disappointed of all harvest, but Moda... has not done 
very well so far. To sum up, the prospects vary very much from village to village, 
and while the BhIil and most rice villages have a total failure to face, in other parts the 
cultivators at least will be able to pull through, an i I do not anticipate any great 
demand for works till the hot weather, when all chance of field labour is over." 

In a later report the Collector of Ahmedabad estimates the average outturn 
of jowari at 5 annas and that of bajri at 6 annas for the entire district. 

In Kaira the rice crop is practically a failure as in other parts of Northern 
Gujarat, while the yield of bajri averages about 11 annas and that of other 
kharif crops about 4 annas. . 

5. As regards the Deccan and Karnatak it appears that a continuation of 
relief measures will be necessary in the whole of Sholapur and Ahmednagar 
except the Akola Taluka of the latter district, in about three-fifths of Bijapur, 
the eastern Mlukas of Poona, SaMra and Belgaurn and parts of KluI.ndesh and 
Nll.sik. The outturn of crops in these districts as estimated by the collectors is 
shown below :-

Diatriot. 

Sholapur ... 

Ahmednagar 

Poona 

Kbarif. 

II annas in 1 taluka, 4 to 6 annas 
in 3 tIilukas. and 2 to 3 annas 
in 3 tal ukas. Average for 
district 4 annas. 

9 annas in Akola. Average for 
. the rest of the district 6 annas. 

,(, to 6 annas in the affected parts 
of Indapur. Almost complete 
failure in the affected parte of 
Sirur, 'Purandhar, Bhimthadi, 
and Dhond. Harvest much 
below normal in the remaining 
parts of these tal ukas. Average 
ootturn ill the wastern portion 
of the distriot 10 annas. 

Rabi. 

4 to 6 annas in 1 taluks and 
portion of another. Almost none 
in oth .. r tIilukas. 

None excepting a slight crop in a 
few scattered places. 

Total failure in the affected parts. 
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Dismal;. 

saUlra 

Khandesh 

Nasik . " 

Bija.pur ... 

Belgaum _ •• 
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Kbarif. 

In Man, Khatav and Kh8.napur 
an a ..... rage of 2 annas on high 
lands and of 4 annas on low 
lands. In Kar8.d 6 annas and 
in Khand8.la 5 annas on the 
average. 

In the rest of the district which 
is not affected 6 to 10 annas in 
3 Ullukas. 7 ann as in 2, and 
Ii to 12 annas in 1. I . 

Babi: 

Entire failure in the affected 
parts except where irrigated. 
Fairly promising in the rest of 
the district. 

Outturn expected to be fairly Almost total failure except on 
good in eaatern Kh8.ndesh irrigated land~. 
except in certain limited areas 
of poor soil. In western 
Kh8.ndesh, except Sh8.h8.da and 
the Danga, crops have snffered 
severely over most of the area 
and the outturn will be gener-
ally poor. 

10 annas on the average in the· 
western half and 6 to 8 annas 
in the eastern half of the 
district. 

Excepting 117 villages of Badami. 
87 of Bli.galkot. 35 of Sindgi· 
and 12 of Bijapur, where it 
varies from 7 to 12 annas, the 
outturn ranges between t ann,a 
and Ii annas. 

From fair to very good except in 
the extreme east, where crops 
have failed badly. The affected 
portion comprises parts of 
Athni, Gokak. and Parasgad 
T3.lukas and Mnrgod Mah8.1. 

Almost total failure except on 
irrigated lands. Irrigated crops 
will probably vield 12 annas in 
the western half and perhaps 
8 annas in the eastern half. 

From !- ann" to 4 annas except 
in 15 villages of Bagevadi 
where it is 6 annas, 58 of. 
Bagalkot where it is from 6 to 
10 annas, and 117 of Badami 
where it is 5 annas. 

Rabi for most part not sown in 
the affected portion. 

It is to be observed that in all the affected tracts of the Deccan and 
Karnatak the rabi crops are far the more important,. but in the' current year the 
early rain induced the sowing of kharif crops in many pla<:es to a l1Lrger extent 
than usual. . 

6. The fodder-supply is everywhere reported to be sufficient, and the 
quantity available will probably last ~hrough?ut the ~e~sl)n· in most districts. 
On· the other hand the water-supply 1S runnmg short ill many places, and as 
the season advances there is likely to be great scarcity of drinking water for 
man and beast over a wide area in the Deccan and Karnatak, and in some parts 
of Gujarnt. The deficiency ·of water will also, it is apprehended, affect seriously 
the outturn of irrigated crops. In a letter dated 31st October, 1900, the 
Collector of Sholapur reported as follows :-

"The depletion of the tanks and wells is ev~rywhere causing anxiety. The 
Ekruk. Mhasvad, Ashti and Koregaon irrigation tanks are all unprecedently low, 
and irrigation from all of them has been p.artially stopped to prevent them from 
rnnning quite dry. The level of the sub-soil water throughout the whole district is 
seriously reduced. At Akalkot last week I found the large well from which the 
town uoed principally to be snpplied, and the bottom of which had not been seen 
before, quite dry except in one corner, where there were 15 inches of water; 
there ought to be 25 feet. At Barsi I found the wells threatening to give out, and 
the big U1lia, whence water was fetched last year. nearly dry, which does not look 

well for the chance of getting much water from' hels ' • 
• i .•.• temporary "" ... v.ti..... in it next hot weather. At Bhamburdil one of the main 
well. which supply the camp is failing. and so it is throughout the district. The rain 
we have just had haa been all absorbed by the parched surface soil and has not 
replenished the spring.. In my opinion it is urgently necessary. to do all in our 
power to improve the water-supply now by d.epening 8S many village wells as 
possible. The prospect of a water-famine is alarmip.g." 

Again, in a' letter dated 1st December, 1900, he reports that the level of 
the .ub-soil water has never been so low within living memory. Similar 
reports- Dave been received from 1111 othep· dilltrictsof the Deecan and Karnatak,-



and such expenditure as has been considered necessary for temporary improvelnent 
of the water-supply has been authorised in all districts_.It is also probahle1that 
tMre will be a large demand for tagai for deepening wells, and :some o~ the 
collectors have already asked for additio.nal allot~el!ts, __ 'l'hLtotal requirements 
are being ascertained from :he Commissioners, and the Government of J!ndia 
will he separately addressed In the matter. •. . 

7. The following statement shows the prices of the staple food-gra~s as 
they stood in the ~everal districts in the second wilek-m--Deeemberj·-l·9G9,' and 
in the corresponding week of lS!l9 :- ' 

! 1 , 
Jowl.ri . BlIjri. 

Pistdot. • • .. , , . 1900. 1899 • 1900. 1899. 

• 
, S. Ch. S. Oh. S. Oh. S. I!Jh. 

Ahmedabad ... . .. . 15- 6 9 1 .14 11 0· 8 6 
Kail"a. ... ... . .. 14 0 9 2i 15 8 8 i1+ 
Parlch MaMI. ... . .. 15 13k 9 5t 13 12 8 4 
Brooch ... ... ... i 13 0 8 13' 13 2 8 4 
Surat 

, 
11 8 9 8" 12 8 8 1 ... ... . .. i 

Shulapur ... 9 10! 1 .9. 10! 11 10} JI 16* 
Ahmednagar . ,. ... 9 8t 8 9~ 12 0 8 ;I' 
Pooua ... '" ... 11 4t 9 9 11 1:} 8 8¥ 
Khandesh ... ... 

::: I 
13 51 8 12 12 8 8-

NaSlk ... ... 9 lOt 9 3 12 10} 8 8 
samra ... . .. ... ! 9 1:1' 8 15 10 11! 8 15 

I 11 7
K .. 

11 0 10 12 9 
-

12 Belgaum ... . .. ... 
Bijlpur ... ... ,,', 

I 
10 1 11 4 12 5 i 10 5 

Dh:irwar· ... ... ... 11 5 13 0 12 2 -
I 

It will be seenthathoth iii Gujaratarid in-the Deccan prices are-a.t present 
generally considerably lower than they were in the preceding year, but in 
some diRtricts of the Deccan ana Southern Maratha country the differen<:e is 
not very wide. It is probable that they will again rise when the new grain 
in the m!trketiil exhalisred,oiit·they" will-opresufuably not reach the level of last 
year as the harvests in other parts of India have been good, and any deficiency 
of stock will, therefore, be more readily supplied than it was in that year. 

8. In Sholapur, where the demand for field labour has already .. sl!>ckened, 
people are rapidly returning to the relief works. Thousands of people from 
this district and from Ahmednagar and Bijapurare also reported to have 
emigrated to ·the neighbouring native states and the Berars in search 'of field 
work or other employment, but in a later report the Collector of Ahmednagar 
states that this em:gration is· now checked to some· e1..-j;ent, and that many of 
the emigrunts are returning dlsappointed. The Collector of Satara also reports 
that an unusually large number of people have. left the Man Taluka' of 
that district in search of work in Bombay, Khandesh and other places. This. 
migl'".ltion coupled'with·the fall mprices-andOthe limited area of distress will, 
it is hoped, tend towards lessenin~ the suffering of the people, but, as l'emarked 
by the Collector of Satara, "the famine of 1899-1900 has told severel)' on the 
pockets of nearly all cia.ses, and m!tny persons who are ordinarily in fair1y well. 
to-do circumstances will this -year require relief, having last year r,arted with 
practically all their surplus wealth, both cattle, jewellery, and cash.' Sales of 
cattle for ~ubsistence have already been reported from parts of Shohipur and 
Ahmedmgllr, and the collector of the former district states that in the 
Karmala IInd··Malsiros·-l'tilukas-<lattle··have--heen . sold 'by-thousands forR-·song, 

·and in many villageS there are laardly any left. . 

9, The Commissioners have submitted estimates of the numbers likely to 
rl-'quire re.lief.from .Jl!.Iluary, 19.01, onwards.._ It..is. anticipated-that if the next 
monsoon is normal, relief measures will liave to be carried on in the three 
northern Gujarat districts at least till the end of July, and in the other districts 
till the end of September or October" 1901. The following statement shows 
the estimntes for each di~trict reduced to units as compared' with the numbers 
of units actually relieved in the cOiTesponding months of last year :-



1II:ODtb. Ahmedabad. Kaira. Panoh Broach. Sum\. KhAnd.ah. Mahila. 

January { 1900 •.• 2,321,704 522,592 489,468 2,641,632 243,264 6,573,840 
... 1901 ... 1,054,000 122,535 108,500 248,000 - 93,000 

February {1900 .. 3,373,328 1,175,356 520,940 3,086,748 306,152 7,074,984 
... 1901 ... 1,371!,000 174,874 152,066 394,800 - 16M,OOO 

March {1900 ... 4,803.295 2,971,745 723,905 3,646,545 532,665 9,4G8,305 
••• 1901 ... 2,139,000 1,213,403 592,487 663,400 469,067 465,000 

April {190O ... 4,483,920 3,063,200 1,366,008 2,389,688 460,180 6,044,164 
••• 1901 ••. 2,370,000 1,475,490 699,420 687,000 684,144 1,200,000 

May ... { 1900 ... 3,555,440 2,422,504 1,046,836 2,211,468 268,352 6,131l,496 
... 1901 ... 2,449,000 1,663,596 783,618 725,400 947,806 .1,24Q,OOO 

June {1900 ... 4,590,250 4,377,345 2,554,615 2,635,080 812,490 7,141,890 
... 1901 ... 2,370,000 1,629,966 974,280 486,000 1,135,980 600,000 

July { 1900 ... 5,280,296 6,268,416 3,121,636 3,450,916 1,006,628 5,790.624 
... 1901 ... 2,449,000 1,379.500 713,OOQ 241,800 713,000 465,000 

Auguat { 1900 ... 5,401,452 5,939,360 3,476,844 3,141,376 920,836 5,014,408 
... 1901 ... - - - 167,400 155,000 310,000 

B te b tt900 ... 4,917,990 3,870,440 3,271,135 2,685,865 491,785 4,800,320 ep m er... 1901 ... - - - 90,000 75,000 210,000 

October { 1900 ... 1,077,4[2 1,939,420 906,332 1,788,304 207,088 2,001,160 
... 1901 ... - - - - ~ -

Nl\ejk. Ahmed""gar. Poo"". Shoillpur. 

, 

1,430,212 2,797,900 632,884 3,823,372 
62,000 2,945,000 421,900 3,100,000 

2,462,040 5,056,128 1,282,736 4,279,352 
84,000 4,200,000 855,100 3,ORO,OOO 

3,698,240 8,407,210 2,647',540 5,92B,160 
868,000 5,580,000 1,765,000 3,720,000 

2,309,552 6,985,60R 2.628,780 4,768,148 
!!40,OOO '),700,000 1,752,500 3,900,000 

2,433,816 6,842,444 2,693,320 4,545,604 
1,333,000 5,890,000 1,795,400 4,340,000 

3,265,535 9,429,525 3,216,7RO 5,996,725 
1,290,000 6,000,000 2,144,400 4,200,000 

2,656,612 7,070,728 2,281,244 4,415,292 
1,085,000 5,580,000 1,1,20,700 3,720,000 

2,482,964 6,137,768 2,035,460 3,700,676 
771.,000 4,650,000 1,357,000 3,100,OO~ 

3,031,245 6,141,450 2,581,250 3,365,040 
450,000 3,600,000 1,721,000 2,700,000 

1,509,340 2,540,181l 1,452,108 1,900,668 - - - -

I SMAra. 

I 

499,6M8 
341,000 

673.624 
420,000 

1,069,635 
620,000 

1,344,672 
900,000 

1,617,504 
1,085,000 

1,962,800 
600,000 

1,121,736 
558,000 

1,301,496 
:172,000 

.,195,005 
l!40,OOO 

;'31,356 
-

Bii'pur. 

171l,892 
700,000 

230,720 
987,058 

470,505 
1.780,058 

688,744 
2,897,762 

665,196 
3,110,486 

767,060 
3,162,712 

537,320 
2,257,296 

333,396 
1.299,982 

284,795 
691,574 

188,272 
229,364 

Belg.um. 

37,576 
4l!,800 

50,120 
52,800 

76,825 
78,600 

75,432 
143,660 

60,368 
151,600 

110,845 
138,600 

130,956 
151,800 

60,172 
79,600 

32,690 
50,100 

30,212 
21,600 

.... 
"'" 00 
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In view of the accuunt given by the Commissioner, Northern Division, of 
the crops Bnd the comparatively low level of prices in Gujarat it would seem 
pos.ible that the extent of relief likely to be needed there has been over
estimated, but the Cll"cumstances of Gujarnt 11l"e so peculiar, the immigration 
from Native States in particular being au iucalculable quantity, that it has not 
been deemed advisable to reduce the ('stimates of the local authorities. The 
Commissioner, Southern Division, consider. that relief measures will also be 
necessary in portions of the Navalgund, Hubli, Kalghatgi and Bankapur Talukas 
of the Dharwar District, but as the estimates of outturn reported for these 
Talukas are uowhere below 5 annas on th~ average it seems to the Governor in 
Council improbable that need for relief will arise there. The Dharwar district 
has, therefore, b~en eliminated from the estimates. 

10. The price of the staple food-gmins (bajri and jowari) in the famine 
districts averaged 171bs. per rupee during the 14 months ending October, 1900_ 
As the arM on which crops have now failed is not nearly so large as last year, 
and as crops are good in places both inside and outside the Presidency, the 
average price is not likely to exceed 20 Ibs., and it is proposed to take this as the 
basi. filr ::alculating the future expenditure. On this basis the. rate of expendi
ture may be taken to be Rs. 91 per 1,000 units, and the result is shown 
below:-

Estimated unils to be ,·.lieved during Janua"yto March, 1901-

Difltrict. 

I . Northern Division ... 

: Central Division '.' 

Southern Division ... 

'rotal ... 

Number 

8,704.000 

28,788,000 

;l,(;42,OOO 

41,134,000 

The cost of the relief at Rs. !II per 1,000 units will be Rs. 37,43,194, or 
say, Rs. 37,43,000. 

E.,timctled units to be ,..lir·veli dW'illg the year 1901-02-

District. 

Xorthern Division ... 

O(:,l1tl'al Division 

Sonthet'u Division ... 

Total 

Number. 

25,065,000 

77,224,000 

14,il~(j.OOO 

116,675,000 

The cost Itt Its. 91 per .1,000 units will be Rs. 1,06,17,425,' or say 
Rs. 1,06,17,000. 

11. The total expeuditure uuder the major head ";l3-Famine Relief" 
for the current yellr amounted to Rs. 2,52,55,000 till the end of October, 1900, 
Rs. 1,76,47,000 in the Public Works and Rs. 76,08,000 in the Civil Depart
ment. The expenditure in the Civil Department during the month of 
November, 1900, amounted to Its.5,92,000, and that during December is 
est.imllt(ld at Rs. 3t hikhs. The expenditure during November and December in 
the Public Works Department is expected to be about Rs. 10 h'tkhs. This will 
bring the total expenditure on fumine relief in this Presidency up to end of 
December, 1900, to Rs. 2,71,97,000, and that for the months of January to 
~rllrch, 1901, is estimllted Ilbove at Rs. 37,43,000, of which one-third is likely to 
be incurred in the Ch-il and two-thirds in the Public Works Department. The 
total nctual owd estimatecl expenditure for the ye:11" is thus estimated at 

JQ5ti6 IA. 
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Rs.3,09,40,OOO (Rs. 97,98,000 in the Civil Department and R~. 2,11,42,000 in 
the Public Works Department). This estimate 

• Rs.92,64,000 in the Civil exceeds the grants (Rs. 2,72,92,000-) already 
Department. t· d b th G . t f I d· b Hs. 1,80,28,000 in the Public sanc lOne y e ?vemmen 0 n lit y 
Works Department. Rs . .36,41'1,000. I am directed to request that you 

will be good enough to move the Government of 
India to sanction an additional grant of Rs. 36t hikhs for expenditure durina 
the current year on famine relief in this Presidency, viz., Rs. b,34,000 fo~ 
expenditure in the Civil Department and Rs. 31,16,000 for that in the Public 
W orks Depar~ment. As regards next year the Accountant General will be 
instructed to make the necessary provision in the Budgp.t estimates .. 

12. As regards suspensions and remissions orland revenue the Commis
sioners have not yet submitted any d6finite estimates. Their attention has been 
drawn to the orders on the subject conveyed in the Resolution of this Govern
ment, No. 3,265, dated 5th September, 1900, of which I am to append a copy 
for rel!-dy reference. At the close of paragraph 5 of'this Resolution it is directed 
that in cases in which, owing to the small size of the holding or the poverty of 
the crop, the outturn is insufficient to leave any balance after discharging the 
year's assessment and supplying the means of subsistence until another year's 
harvest, the arrears may be at once remitted. The following supplementary 
instructions have now been issued :-

" It. may b& assumed (unless there is some special reason apparent) that arrears 
for years prior to 1899-1900 shoulel be remitted at once, and in many cases it will be 
clear that arrears of that year should not be recovered according to the principles 
which have been prescribed. As regards the current year's revenue, the grant of 
suspensions will be regulated on the same principles. Those cultivators, however, 
whose case is covered by t·he orders in p/loragraph 5 of Government Resolution, 
No. 3,265, dated 5th September,1900, and whose crops for this year are insufficient 
to justify the levy of the revenue from them, should be granted a remission at 
once, intea,1 of merely a suspension. In the case of other cultivators not so badly 
circ.u~stallce.d, the question of converting suspenjlions into remissions must await 
deClslOn until the prospects of the season 1901-1902 are known. Government desire 
that in dealing with cases of remissions of arrears for past years, the principles 
already laid down should be followed in a liberal spirit, and the benefit of every 
reasonable doubt should be given to the cultivator." 
13. This further extensive failure of crops will render necessary remis

sions and suspensions of the land revenue on an unusually large scale. ~Iany 
occupants who have managed to pay their way so far will be able to do so no 
longer. Many who, with a good outturn might have paid part or whole of the 
arrears of the pa»t year, will not be able to do more than discharge the dues of 
the year. Thus the collection of much of the revenue of another year will have 
to be suspended, and the suspended revenue of the past year will have to be 
remitted to a larger extent than was anticipated. But for the determination of 
the concessions required it is not, in the opinion of the Goyernor in Council, 
advisable to adopt with equity any course other than that which has hitherto 
been followed. Undoubtedly it,is a disadvantage of the rayatwliri system that 
it makes the difficulty of granting this form of relief much greater than it is 
under II zamindll.ri system. Under the latter the average crop of a tract can be 
estimated, and Zamindol.rs or Malguzars can be trusted to distribute among the 
tenants relief to the extent to which they may be severally entitled to it. In 
this Presidency Government stand to the ra Yllts in the relation of Zamindlirs to 
their tenants. The occupants have to be dealt with individually by Goy-ern
ment officers. If a rough estimate of the outturn ofa tract were udopt('d as the 
basis of the remission of a general proportion of the assessment, the necessity 
for discrimination of individual cases wonld be obviated onlv to the extent to 
which revenue is needlessly sacrificed. All who had any hope of showing that 
their outturn was below the assumed standard would' apply for further 
remission, and 'some could no more pay a proportion of the a;.sessment than 
they could pay the whole. Even if the failure of crops were uniform over 
large tracts, suspension and remission could Dot equitably be granted in the 
same proportion to capitalists and to imppverished cultivators. But the failure 
except where it is absolute is never uniform, and in the current season the out
turn is said to vary in the same villages in Gujarat from 2 to' 12 annas, while 
many fields have not been sown at all. It is the dury of the village officers to 
rec9r!i annually the actual facts as regards each field and of Circle Inspectors 
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and superior officers to test the record. Iu the circulllstauces, it is best when 
there is time to ba~e the estimate of the exteut to which remissious or suspen
sions shuuld be gl'llnted on a cousideration of thp. individual cases, but eveu if a 
preliminary estimate is based on a conjecture of the average outturu, the' actual 
relief to be glveu must depend ou the circumstances of the individual occupants. 
It would get rid of uo difficulty to fix the amonnt of revenue to be remitted or 
suspended in the lump ou an estimate of general outturn. The amount would 
probably be found either too large 01' too small, but iu any case the relief would 
remain to be distributed according to the circumstauces of individuals, and the 
distribution would have to be supervised by superior officers; if it were left to 
the discretiou of villagn officers, there would be favouritism and fraud; the 
most influential would benefit unduly aud the most ueedy.would suffer. 

Annexure. 
Statement "',,)wing Rain/all 0/ the Beason of 1900. 

I 
June. July. AUgUat. September, October. November. 

.-
DI»trlc~ 'Station. 

~ f 1000. ~':.'i: 11000• 1<0'-1 1000 ! I Nor .. 1000. Nor- 1900. Nor-11900 
I mo.l. mal. '1 mn.L mal. 

f! Allmeda.bo.d. .. ii"2-1 ,. 12'57 ,~S 8'44 i'UQ 4'61 S·", ~60 .. 0'6lI .. 
Ahmedabad . "I Dho.ndl~ukg .. '''/7 .. 10'42 ,~. 0'69 14'16 4'45 8"28 1-00 .. 0'48 .. 

: Dholko. •• .. "00 0'0.'1 ].J'l" 0'91 8'51! 1~21 51)9 l'4.'l 0'38 .. 016 .. 
{Knlm .. .. !i'58 .. 16"16 :]'29 0'31 18'&1 '"59 2'61 0"60 ., 0"11 .. 

1<&1 .. ., "I mlar 
.. .. 6'28 ., 14'28 S'75 10'12 16-00 5'05 2'22 0"48 .. 0f1 .. 

ThilBm . , .. 8"37 .. U'72 ~18 9'SO 1411 6'" 4'64 ~O ,. 0'38 .. 
(I GodIna .. .. 8'S8 0'54 14'79 6'82 11'80 18" 6'M 10'19 0"81 ,. O'SS -

PILDch M'p,M.llt "~ 1 Hnlol ,. .. 518 0118 1~S6 ,.,,0 11"74 17"J9 5"95 8118 l'af .. 0"28 .. 
II JhOlod .. .. 5'07 O';r,' lo-:lO S'19 8"72 1S'80 5'12 7"30 ct82 .. ~ .. 
(I Bl'oacb .. .. .. 69 .. 17'72 4t3.'i 8"17 "N. 6'" S~OI 1"4' .. <n!6 . . 

nroll.ob .. .. t V •• r. . , .. 7'88 " 1R'81 7'28 0'21 20'S7 4:71 7"60 1'32 .. 0'24 , . 
\ Jambosnr ,. .. 7'18 .. 18'3i 2'50 711 18'14 "97 "09 1'17 .. 2'39 .. 

( Surnt .. .. .. 68 0'10 2l'W 18'SS 7'17 17'M 6"78 2"77 1'99 .. 0'''' ., 
Surll' .. ,·i I Qlp,'d .. .. 1'4ii ., lS'21 .... .18 14'88 4'58 ~32 . 1'4& ., 0'18 -I.: Pi,rdt .. .. 13"89 2'85 3~06 S::t38 10'7S 48'82 l1'gr .''''' NO .. 0'50 .-

'i Dhulll\ . , .. .. '" ~" 0"'17 3"00 8'86 .... 8'19 S'50 1'24 .. 1118 .. 
I' 

Khu.ndO!fh ,,-: , Jallraon .. .. 5'89 !nlS ..... O'~, 7'''' 10'34 ~, n. }'30 .. 01IS . . 
lj Bhwli\'tlol .. .. 4'48 1'91 0~7 ~oo ."01 j'17 6111 2'16 1"72 .. 0'49 .-
JI NI\slk .. ., 6"16 S'''' 8"74 iNS 4'18 10'86 8"04 8'iil 3'17 .. 0'58 .. 

NI\Rtk .. ,. I Mia.lefll\on ., -1'3.,; 2'27 4'49 S'70 S-:rJ S'2lI 8'86 !l'iO 1'88 .. 0'.1 ,. 

l Veom .. .. 4'~ .ill 5'l9 10'?i ~86 2'-11 7'50 ~8tJ ~17 ., 1'23 ., 
r Ahmodnnwnr .. 41H 0'15 ?87 5'21 :ra7 2'n U'Si "77 8'50 0"01 I'''' ,. 
II 

A.hmodnnllfl,r . ,< : Shrigondu ,. .. S'IO 4'!?9 , .... 3'78 1'5,.Q 2'19 7':31 0'17 S'OJ 0'''' 1':!4 ,. 

l i Kopo.rv;1l0D" ., 1"07 oj'19 :\'06 6'77 2'99 2'07 0'00 (1)6 1'82 .. 1'28 .. 
( PoonR 6'23 1'';j ,~" 12'11 a'Ua 11'611 5'88 S'lO o,~ 1'95 1'47 .. 

Poooa. ., ,), Ghodun(U(~;rur):: 4':?-.I 5 ... 2':.'8 .... 1"01 1'01 8"10 1'10 3"05 0'1.11 1'30 .. 
l\ Dhond ., .. 0'38 2'47 S'10 1"15 1'78 1'511 It82 1'38 !N5 0'72 0'64 .. 

{ SholApur , . .. S'j7 .. 38 "88 "05 oJ'.iS 1':!~ ~26 ·1'18 4'03 1'09 1'08 ~05 

Hhola.pur . , i K~rml~bL .. .. B'SH <10 1"91 6'58 ... S'OI ".0 0'-11 !\':i'~ 0'-1; 1'17 ., 

. St\.ololn .. .. 3"88 '\"II 1"61 S'1!:l S'7'.! 0'79 71lO I'-I! 4"00 :cI'n I ... 0-01 

(I MtI\.r;\ .. .. 7'IW .-tIS 1I"1l8 14''''1;1 7"88 18"89 4'15 I'li 5-00 1116 0114 0"63 

Sl\t!\rllo .. ,.) : Kht\-D(lnl~ " , 4'64 1"77 4117 0'74 ~Sl 4'38 4'31 1'26 4'37 0'22 0114 .. 
\ I Dahivndt (Miln) •• ~SO 7il:l ~ S-HI 1'16 "'" 6"06 0'16 IN! O"8ll 1'49 0"80 
I • 

,"00 S'9j ~17 4'5(1 ~54 .. ", 7"38 \'34 "48 1"64 1"00 (, B1ja\pur .. .. 0'41 

Bijt\pur .. .)1 Indl ,. ' .. " 3"11 It61 m 8'3.) ,-00 ~ m 3"8Il 6il7 1"05 1"16 0118 

l MuddeblbAl .. S1JO 6117 n6 1117 8"88 1'87 NI S'15 .. 17 8118 1"11 0'30 

( Belpum .. ., 8"87 10"8' 15'43 ,. ... 8"7S !-I'n 478 0'88 6'01 4 .... '6 1'78 o-os 
Uelaaum •• .. t A.thol .. .. ~1 11115 !"!II I ... nl ~4S 5"34 1"88 4'jO 1114 1"25 . . 

Murvod .. .. 4'19 !!'7Il 8"51 .~. = 6"" 5 ... .. 5"30 3"19 1'48 .. 
N01'B ..... ·nu, rainfall shown under "Normlto! .. hi 'he avemae of eleven ,._ra-I887 &0 l887. 

\0666 2A I 
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No. 59. 
Letter from the Honourable .i.llr. J. W. P . .i.}fuir . .Jlackenzie, I.C.S., Chief 

Secretary to ,the Government of Bombay, to the Secretary to the Got'ernment 
of India, Department of Rel'enue and Agriculture, No. 709, dated Bombay 
Castle, 22nd February, 1901. 

In reply to your telegram No. 170, dated 16th January, 1901, ane! in 
continuation of the telegram from this Government No. 226, dated 18th idem, 
I am directed to state for the information of the Government of India that the 
Commissioners, Central and Southern Divisions, have reported that the recent 
rain has .not improved the situation in any of the affected districts in their 
Divisions, and that consequently no modification can be made in the forecast of 
relief expenditure for those Divisions. 

2. The Commissioner, Northern Division, however, intimates that there 
is no ground for hoping that the forecast for that Division was unnecessarily 
high in all districts except Surat, and requests that the estimates of numbers on 
relief for the Ahmedabad, Panch Mahals, Kaira apd Broach Districts, previously 
furnished by him, may be reduced by 23, 15, 50, and 50 per Cent. respectively. 

3. These reductions necessitate the following modification in the forecast 
of famine expenditure in this Presidency, as reported in paragraph 11 of my 
letter No. 54, dated 7th January, 1901 :-

- Forecast as I Forecast as now 
already Reporr.ed. Framed. 

Revised estimate for 1900-1901:- Rs. in Rs. in 
Thousands. Thousands. 

Civil Department ... ... ... ... .. . 91,98 91,98 

Public Works Department ... ... ... '" 2,11,42 2,09,01 

Totsl ... ... .. . . .. 3,09,40 '3,01,05 

Budget estimate for 1891-1902:-

Civil Department ... ... ... ... .. . 35,39 33,28 

Public Works Department ... ... ... .. . 10,78 66,56 

Totsl "'1 1.06,11 99,84 

I 

4. I am to request that you will be so good as to move the Government 
of India to make the requisite modifications in the estimates in accordance with 
the figures given in the foregoing parBgrllph. 

No. 60. 

Letter from the Government of Bombay to His Majesty's Principal SecretaTJI 
of State for India in Council, No. 1,256, dated Bombay Castle, 19th April, 
1901. 

About the middle of November last, when, owing to the failure of the 
.autumnal rains it became evident that this Presidency would be subjected to 
another season ~f scarcity, we directed the Co=issioners of,Divisi<?ns to submit 
reports on the situation with estimates of the extent to whIch relIef would be 
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required in their respective charges. On receipt of these estimates we addressed 
to the Government of India a consolidated report" 

• ~o. 54, dated 7th January, for the Presidency on the a!!'ricultural situatiou and 
1901. ft"" t f fa' I' £ UT . U ure reqUIrements In respec 0 mme re Ie. "e 

have the honour to enclose for your Lordship's information a copy of this report" 
and of a further letter, No. 709, dated 2~nd February, 1901,t to the Government 
of India, modifying the previous estimates in the case of Gujanl.t. 

2. We have now the honour to report for your Lordship's information 
that the actual numbers relieved during the last three months have fallen far 
short of the estimates. This result is mainly due to the crops having yielded 
a better out-turn in several districts, to prices having' generally remained much 
lower than was originally anti6ipated, and to extensive emigration from the 
affected parts of the Deccan and Karmitak to more favoured tracts in B,itish as 
well as Native Stlttes territory. In the circnmstances it now seems to us 
improbable that so much relief as was anticipated will be needed in the current 
and subsequent months, but the local officers in Gujarat apprehend that the 
grltss seed, on which large numb~rs of people have subsisted for some months, 
will soon be exhausted, and that distress will then be widespre~d. Although 
the low range of prices still prevailing does not seem to support the view of 
the local officers, it will, in our opinion, be safer not to reduce their estimates 
largely before the expiry of the time when the exhaustion of the grass seed 
was expected. We also consider it' desir.1ble to see how the situation will be 
affected by the completion of the rabi harvest. By the close of this month we 
expect to be in a position to revise, if necessary, our previous estimates of the 
numbers to be relieved, and of the relief expenditure for the current financial 
year. W p shall report our proceedings in due course to the Government of 
India and to your Lordship. 

We have, &c., 

(Signed) NORTHCOTE, 

'No. 61. 

E. C. K. OLLIYANT, 

J. MON1'EATH. 

Letter from J. B. Fuller, Esq., O.I.E., Officiating Secretary to the Govern
ment of India, Department of Revenue and Agriculture, to the Chief 
Secretary to the Government of Bombay, No. 131:19-17-9, dated Simla, 
tlte 15th ilfay, 1901. 

I am directed by the Governor General in Oouncil to address you as follows 
in regard to the extent to which famine relief is beinO' given in the Bombay 
Presidency. ' ., 

2. So far as appears from the latest information which has been received 
the apprehensions entertained last .Tanuary of a marked rise in prices ha\'~ 
fortunately not been ~ulfilled. It was then feared that grain would rise to 20 
Ibs. per rupee, and thiS rate was taken as the basis for estimating the probable 
famine expenditure. Grain is now obtainable in Gnzarat at from 34 to 38 lbe. 
per rnpee, a marked fall having occurred within the last four months. In the 
Deccan prices are higher, ranging from 25 Ibs. per rupee in Bijapur and Samra 
to 2i Ibs. in Ahmednagar and Sholapur. These rates represent a fall of from 
10 to' 20 per cent. on those which were current last January. Thevare lower 
than those cUl:rent in. some parts of the Central Provinces, and very much lower 
than those WIth which the people of those provinces were makinO' shift six 
months ago. '" , 

3. Of British districts relief is being given most largely in Sholapur and 
Ahmednagar, where between 8 and 9 per cent. of the population are dependent 

• See page 17~. t See page 182. 
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on Government. The percentage is between 4 and 5 in Kaira and the Panch 
Mahals and between 2 and 3 in Ahmedabad, Poona and Bijapur. Elsewhere 
in British territory the amount of relief granted is not considerable, But in 
the Native State of Jath it is actually supporting 25 per cent, of the popula. 
tion, Numbers have fallen very largely in Sholapur since January last'and 
there has been a considerable decrease in Poona. In other districts they have 
been rising more or less rapidly, the increase having heen proportionately 
largest in Guzarat in spite ofJow prices. Taking all British districts together 
the numbers on relief have risen from 187 to 312 thousands within the last 
four months. 

4. The Government of India fully appreciate the danger cf relying too abso
lutely on prices as an indication of the condition of the lower classes. They 
realize that a calamity such a~ last year's famine cannot pass over the country 
without leaving iJ:l its track large numbers of destitute persons who can only 
find in prosperous seasons a chance of finding for themselves. In present 
circumstances the grant of gratuitous relief on a considerable scale is no 
doubt necessary if fresh suffering is to be prevented, and the Government of 
India have no wish to interfere with any measures which the Government of 
Bombay.may consider necessary for affording such relief in the way either of 
cash doles or cooked food. But relief is now being given to the able-bodied to. 
a larger extent than the pitch of prices would prima Jaci-t! justify, and care 
seems necessary to provide that it is real.ly restricted to those who need it .. 
Experience has shown that such work tests as can be enforced are not an entirely 
reliable means of discriminating between the deserving and the undeserving, 
especially in the caBe of those who live near the works, and I am to ask that 
measures may, if possible, be taken to scrutinize those who come to the works 
from a distance of' five miles or less and to eliminate by the personal discrimina
tion of enquiring officers those whose condition and apparent circumstances do· 
not entitle them to State charity. 

No. 62. 
Lf'fter /;'0111 the llo/lourable Mr. J. W. P. J/uir-JIackenzie, I.e.S., Chief 

&cretary to tlte .covel·l1mellt I~l Bombay, to tlte Secretary to tlte Govel'l1ment 
of Imlia, Department oj Revenue and A,qriculture, }Yo. 1507, dated Bombay 
Castle, 3rd June, 1901. 

[Extract.] 
With refereuce to the last sentence of the despatch from this Government 

tH His Majesty's Secretary of State for India, No. 1256, dated 19th April, 1901," 
of which a copy was forwarded to the Government of India. with my letter
No. 1262 of the 20th idem, I am directed to submit the further report promised 
regarding the estimates of numbers on relief and of expenditure. 

In paragraph 2 of the despatch referred to above it was reriIarked that the
actual numbers relieved during the months of January to March in this Presidency 
had fallen far short of the estimates. The following are figures for those months
and the month of April and first fortnight of May: 

Estimated Relief Actual Units P ....... 
Month (1101). Units. Relieved. of Actuals Iio . Estimateo. 

January ... ... .. . .. , ... 8,795,700 . 5,280,000 60 

February 
, I 

11,317,300 4,972,080 43'9 ... ... .. . ... ... 
March ... ... ... ... ... .. . 18,434,600 6,600,405 35'8 

April ... ... ... ... ... .. . 21,518,718 7,500,654 34'8 

May (lot fortnight) ... ... ... ... 11,819,797 4,701,228 39'7 

• See page 183. 
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Taking Gujanl.t aloue the proportion of actuals to estiJ.nate rose from 25'5 per 
eent. in March to 46'3 per cent. in April, but in the Deccan and Karnottak on 
the other halld it declined from 38'2 to 32 per cent. The rate of increase in 
the numbers relieved from week to week during the month of April and the first, 
two weeks of May is shown below :-

For Week. ending I Units Relieved. I Weekly Increase. 

30th March, 1901 ... . .. . .. 1,457,246 -
6th April, 1901 ... ... . .. 1,619,996 162,750 

I -
13th 1,781,346 

I 
161,350 

" 
... ... ... I 

1,970,493 189,147 
! 

20th " ... . .. . .. , 
27th 

" ... ... ... 2,128,819 11>8,326 

4th May. 1901 ... ... . .. 2.269,155 140,31)6 . 
i' 11th 

" 
... . .. ... 2,432,073 162,918 ! , 

I 

It will thus be seen that there has not been that extensive development 
of distress or rapid rise in the numbers on relief which was .expected to occur 
after the conclusion of the rabi harvest and the exhaustion of the grass seed, (In 
which large numbers of people, especially in Gujarat, were reported to have. 
subsisted during the earlier mOl\ths of the year. This favourable result is mainly 
due to the low range of prices, 'which continued to decline till the end of April 
last, but have since assumed an upward tendency. In the following table are 
()ompared, for each district, the average prices of jowari and bajri as they stood 
in the first week of January with those in the last week of April and the first 
two weeks of May:- . 

Weekending Week ending Week ending Week ending-
5th January, 1901. 27th A.pri~ 1901. 4th May, 1901. 11th Mo.y, 1901. 

Distriot. 

JOWirl·1 Bijri Jowari. I :Bajr~ JOW"i·1 Bajr;, Jowiri. Bijri. 

I 

Lbs. Lb •. Lb •• Lb.: Lb •. Lb •• , Lb •. Lb •. 
Ahmedabad .... 33~ 30~ 37! 34! 35! 34 I 

, . 33~ 31 ~ 

Kaira ... ... 311~ 32,\ 38 38! 38J 38 i 3n 34~ 

Panch MaMie 32! 32} 34! 35f 321 36k 
, 

32! 36 ... 
(maize). . (maize). (maize). , (maize). 

Broach ... ... 30i 28~ a7l 31 36fr 31 . 36l 31 
I 

Surat ... ... 33 23 32 13 32 - ! 32 -
KMnde.h 29Jr 

(rice). (rice). , ... 26 33"r 32 33 32 I 32 31 
I 

Nasik ... ... 20~ 25:llJ 28.'. 2S.,.\- 26;' 28U - 28! 

Ahmednagar 20~ 24...',- 2Gt 26! 25-i\, I 
25,'" 26! 24~ ... 

I Poona ... ... 23 .... 24} 27t 26'~~ 27';' 25;' 26~ 25.\-

Sholt( pur ••. ... 2310 25, \r 25:i 26~ 25H 26)~ 25 ...... 25~k 
I 

SIitU.ra ... ... 21H .. ) 24l& 25,.\r 23:! 24.i I 2:lla 24;'-, ~~ 

Bijapur ... ... 20. - 251 - 25 - 24} -
Beigaum ••• ... 22 18 2,1, 18 25 - 24 -
Dbarwar ••• 22 to 28 

~ioe). (rice). I .,. 1 t022 26}B 20 1 26a - 26H .-
(rice). (ric~. I 

I I I 
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It is probable that the rise which has now commenced will continue till the 
prospe~ts of next kharif season are assured. 

Looking to the rate of increase in number~ during April and the fir8t half 
of May and the level. of prices, the Gov:ernor in Council considers that it may be 
safely assumed that If next monsoon IS favourable, the actual numbers on relief 
during the CUlTent year will not exceed 40 per cent. of the original estimates. 
The follo'wing revised estimates for May and subsequent months are accordingly 
proposed :-. 

Original Estimate Revised Estimate Percentage of 
Month. of of Revised to Original 

Units. Units. EB~imates. 

l'.Iar ... ... ... . .. . .. 23,6a9,000 9,900,000 41'8 

June ... ... ... . .. . .. 22,983,000 9,5l'O,000 41,3 

.July ... . ,. ... . .. .. . 19,353,000 7,500,000 38'7 

• August ... .... ... . .. 12,182,000 4,500,000 36'9 

Septeniber ... . ,. .., ... 9,783,000 3,500,000 35;7 

October ... ... ... . .. 251,000 251,000 100 

Total .. ... ... 88,191,000 35,151,000 39'8 

In paragraph 10 of my letter No. 54, dated 7th January last, the cost of 
relief was calculated at Rs. 91 for 1,000 units on a basis of 20 lbs. as average 
price. The actual cost during the months of January, February, and March 
works out to-

Jauuary 

February 

March 

Month. Re. 

115 per 1.000 unils. 

92 " 
., 

83" 
" " 

• The rate for March is approximate, as the total actual expenditure for the month is not yet knOWD. 

The expenditure for these three months tak~n together comes to Rs. 96 per 
1,000 units, while the prices of the staple food·grains have, during the same 
period, ranged between 27 and 29 Ibs. on an average. The rate of expenditure 
is thus very high as compared with the range of prices, but this is mainly due 
to the fact that the cost of supervising small works is comparatively high, and 
to the nece8sity of maintaining large establishments to meet possible influxes 
on to works, and of ensuring effective supervision of suhordinate officers 
employed on "illage inspection and relief: The duty last mentioned has been 
peculiarly difficult and important iu parts of Gujarat, where it has been necessary 
to discrinunate carefully between those persons who, though requiring relief; 
could not be persuaded to go to a distance for work, and those who, while able 
to make a livelihood, were only too eager to seize the opportunity of getting 
relief with little exertion at the expense of the State. The heavy expenditure 
on establishments has,not, however, escaped the notice of this Government, and 
their officers are on the alert to keep it down. Figures of expenditure for the 
month of April are not yet available, but the rate per 1,000 units is likely to 
diminish with the increase in numbers. At the same time, as the prices already 
show 'a tendency to rise, it would not, in the opinion of the Governor in Council, 
be safe. in calculating the expenditure for the current financial year, to assume 
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B lower rate than ks. 83 per 1,000 units. Although actuals may Pe less with 
increasing numbers during May, June, and possibly July, yet when numbers 
begin to fall the estimate will again, in the later months, very possibly be 
exceeded. Adding the actual numbers relieved in April to the revised estimate 
for subsequent months proposed in paragraph 3 above, the total comes to 
42,652,000 units, and the cost of relieving this number at the proposed revised 
rate of Rs. 83 per 1,000 would be Rs. 35,40,000 in round figures. Assuming 
a normal monsoon the expenditure on famine relief in this Presidency during 
the current year is not likely to exceed this amount. 

In connection with the revised esti:mates proposed above, your letter 
(No. 1389-17), dated 15th May, 1901, regarding the extent to' which famine 
relief is being given in this Presidency, has been considered by the Governor in 
'Council, and I am desired to communicate the foilowing observations. 

As already reported in my letter (No. 54) dated 7th January last, there 
was very extensive failure of crops in the last season in a large part of this 
J1residency, and it is not therefore the caAe, as would appear to be suggested in 
the letter under reply, that the effects of the famine of the previous year are all 
that have to be dealt with. In the letter referred to the estimates of ounturn in 
the several districts were also reported, and it was shown that over large areas 
in the Deccan the crops had fuiled no less disastrously than in the preyious year 
Rnd in 1896-97. Reference was also made to the exceedingly patchy character 
of the crops in Gujafltt, where the onttnrn varied from village to village in the 
same taluka, being as low as 2 annas in some and as high as 12 anuas in others, 
and there was even noticed as much difference between one field and another in 
t.he same villao-e. Communications are now so' extensive that good crops in 
other parts of Yndia keep prices low; but the fact that prices are low does not 
dispense with the need for aiding those who have had no crops and who cannot 
get pri\'ate employment. This Go\'ernmeut has held the view that with cheap
food distress was not likely to be so se\'ere as the District Officers anticipated, 
and that the sudden exhaustion of grass seed in Gujarat whiph was expected by 
them was not probable, and that view has proved correct. But there is no, 
indication that relief has been given unnecessarily for any length of time" 
checks being constantly applied. The attention of the Commissioner, Northern. 
Division, was directed by this Government, at the very commencement of this. 
year, to the low level of prices in Gujarat, and the replies to this reference-
ehowed that relief was indispensable, but was being restricted within the· 
narrowest limits compatible with safety. In Gujarat the total numbers OD. 

j'elief are, after all, insignificant, an.d the system adopted there is descrihed in 
the report of the Commissioner, Northern Division, forwarded to the Go\'ern
ment oflndia with my letter (No. 101.-444) of the 28th ultimo. This report 
shows that great care is taken to send on to large works any of the able-bodied 
daBS who, are inclined to take unjustifiable advantage of' the village wo'rks. In 
the Deccnn there has been no change of the system carried out with success in 
previous years, and, in particular, no relaxation of tests. 

The numbers have been prevented from rising to a much higher level than. 
they ha\'e only by'the subsistence in Gujarat of many persons on grass seed, the 
abundance of which is due probably to the unfortunately large area which has. 
been left untilled in consequence of the disas'trous mortality among the cattle. 
In the Deccan no such means of subsistence exists. Large numbers have
emigrated, or, in those districts where the crop fililure was only partial, have
taken advantage of such opportunities of private employment as were available_ 
In this part of the country the works have been few and large, and whenever
any w~rk has, been ~ound to become unduly popular as a source of employment 
to the Immediate neighbourhood, the tendency has been corrected by drafting
to more distant wor~R. It has .to ~e remembered that in Sholapur, Ahmednagar, 
and other severely distressed distrICts of the Deccan, the present is the third 
£lImine in five years. In such circumstances the conditions necessitating
extensh"e State relief cannot fuil to arise at 0. much lower level of price. tho.n, 
when the fo.ilure ~! croJ:ls f';lUows !'- series of prosperous years. In judging as to 
the extent to w hlCD rehef IS reqUIred, the Local Government has had to rely 
and has relied with confidence, on the judgment of the district officers helped 
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by those of the Sanitary Department, as to the condition of the people. The 
danger of demoralization has, however, never been forgotten, ane. all 
classes of officers have been on their guard against the grant of relief without 
discrimination. 

No. 63. 

Letter from J. B. Fuller, Esq., C.I.E., Secretary to the Government 0/ India, 
Department of Revenue and A,Qriw/tllre,· to the Chi~l Secretary to the 
Govtrnmeut of Bombay, No. 3069-17-12, dated Simla, the 30th July, 
1901. 

Now that prospects are more assured and labour is in demand for field 
work, I am directed to suggest the expediency of giving relief workers an 
effective stimulus to return to their ordinary avocations. The Government of 
India r,ealize that it is owing to the uncertainty of prospects that the commence
ment of the Monsoon has had so little effect in decreasing the attendance at 
relief works, and they have noticed with satisfaction the reduction in numbers 
shown by the telegraphed returns for the 20th JUly. There are no doubt areas 
in which cultivation is still impeded by want of min and where· it wonld be 
hazardous to curtail relief very largely. But generally the rainfall of the 
Deccan districts is up to normal and the latest information available indicates 
that crops are flourishing. In Gujarat rain has been light and irregular. But 
good falls have been registered during the past week at Bhavnagar, 
Ahmedabad and Surat and prospects must have substantially improved. Prices 
in Gujarat are much below famine level, grain being obtainable at from 16 to 18 
Beers per rupee. In the Deccan, prices are higher ranging from 11 to 13 seers 
per rupee, rates which are, however, easier than have of recent years been 
associated with severe famine. The condition of the people is reported to be 
generally satisfactory, save in some limited areas of Ahmednagar and Sholapur. 
The death-rates of these two districts for Jnne were under 2 per mille, and in 
only one of the affected districts (Ahmedabad) Was the death-rate as high 
as 2'32. 

2. In these circumstances it appears to the Government of India to be 
very doubtful whether the State is justified in spending on famine relief about 
ten lakhs of rupees a month . ...:rhe latest returns give the numbers on relief at 
half a million of whom nearly 3,50,000 are still employed on works. In N atiye 
States there has been a fan in numbers since the first week of June, but in 
British districts numbers are in spite of the recent reduction, 'still higher by 
15 per cent. than six weeks ago. The numbers on work relief show a small 
decrease, but those gratuitously relieved have increased by .10 per cent., owing 
in most part to a huge extension of State charity in the Khandesh district, 
where numbers have risen from 10,000 to 40,000 though prices are easy and 
there is believed to be no distress in the adjacent districts of the Central 
Provinces and Berar. Labourers who have been maintained through the hot 
weather months in fair condition may of course be expected to take advantage 
of the demand for field labour which springs np with the rains. When, owing 
to high prices, the usmll cash wages have lost in pnrchasing power, labourers of 
the poorest class may reasonably be assisted by the grant of gratnitous relief to 
their children, or to some of them, and it is in acknowledgment of this that 
gratuitous relief is ordinarily expanded during the rains. It may be urged that 
owing to a contraction in cultivation the demand for labour is short of the 
normal. But losses in population have very considerably reduced the numbers 
of labourers for employ. 

3. I am accordingly directed to commend to the consideration of the 
Government of Bombay the suggestion that the time has come for a very 
substantial reduction in the numbers of the able-bodied relief workers, to be 
brought about either by materially increasing the stringency of the terms of 
employment or by personal elimination of those who are in good physical 

! 
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condition. If the former course is adopted and the task is raised, care should 
be taken to exempt the weakly, who should be separately ganged, and tasked, 
if indeed this is no~ already the case. . It is probable that the raising of the 
task can be advantageously combined with a certain amount of personal 
elimination as the officer introducing one measure can himself undertake the 
other. As already stated when field wages at present prices provide insufficient 
grain for the subsisteuce of labouring families, assistance may reasonably be 
given by the grant of doles to some at all events of the non.working members. 

No. 64. 
Letter from the Honourable J-fr. J. W. P. J-fuir-Mackenzie, I.C.S., Chief 

Secretar.,! to the Government nf Bombay,' 10 the Secretary to the Got.ern
ment nf India, Department of Revenue and Agriculture (Famine). 
No. 819-P., dated Poona, the 9th August, 1901. 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 3069-17 -1~, 
dated 30th July, 1901, suggesting .the adoption of certain measures calculated 
to bring about·a very substantial reduction in the numbers of the able-bodied 
relief workers in this Presidency, and in reply to state that the Commissioners 
of Divisions have been requested to report immediately to what extent they are 
in a position to give effect to the suggestions of the Government of India. 

2. When your letter was written the latest figures which the Goyernment 
of India had before them were those for the week ending 20th July, 1901. 
The daily average numbers of relief workers for that week are compared below 
witL the numbers telegraphed for the week ending the 3rd instant-

- I Week end;ng 
'20th July, .1901. 

Weell ending 
Srd Augu8t, 1901. 

Ahmedabad .. , ... ... 19,560 14,525 

Kaira .. , ... ... ... 23,616 4,733 

Panch Mahal. ... ... ... 9,507 5,812 

Broach ... ... ... .., 665 Works closed • 

Sholapur ... ... ... .. . 61,977 62,2-10 

Ahmednagar ... ... ..- 75,790 79,817 

Poona ... .... ... ... 22,557 21,656 

Khandesh .. , ... ... ... 1,415 1,418 , 
Nasik .. , ... .. , ... 6,691 5,655 

Satara ... ... .. . ... 13,184 13.905 

Bijapur ... ... ... .. . 20,731 22,896 

Belgaum ... . .. ... .. . 12,544 13,937 

The good rain which has recently fullen in the kharif tracts in Gujarat has 
already caused a substantial reduction in Kaira. The decrease in Ahmedabad 
and the PlIJlch Mahals is not so large, but a further satisfactory reduction may 
Boon be expected in those districts also. In the Deccan and Karnatak on the 
other hand the latest figures on the whole show an increase over those of the 
week ending 20th July, 1901. This is due to the met that in the Eastern 
Deccan where fumine is most acute rain ha..q hi~erto been Vf~ry partial and the 
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khal'if crops are there of small importance as compared with the rnbi. In this 
tract the numbers are likely to remain high as in previous famines until the 
month of September, when the prospects of the kharif harvest and of the 

ru bi sowings are assured. As has been previously 
File No. 17. Serial No. 11. reported to the Government of India, as the present 

year of scarcity is the se~ond in succe~sion and the 
people had not time to recover from the effects of the famine of 1896-97 before 
they were overtaken by a similar calamity, the people require to be treated with 
a certain degree of leniency, and the level of ppices does not afford a correct 
gauge of the necessity for relief. 

3. I am at 'the same time to observe that the situation everywhere is being 
carefully watched and every effort is made to restrict relief to what is absolutely 
necessary. The large increase in the numbers on gratuitous relief at Khandesh 
noticed by the Governmcnt of India had attracted the attention of this Govern
ment, and I am to append a copy of their Resolution No. 1866, dated 1st instant, 
on the subject for the information of the Govenment of India. On works the 
weakly are separately ganged and tasked and the rest paid according to results, 
but the Commissioners will be desired to direct a reduction of the rate for work 
done wherever they consider that private employment is available for such as 
may leave the works. . . 

4. I am to add that attempts have been made to weed out from large works 
those who do not appear to be in need of relief in accordance with the suggestion 
made in paragraph 4 of your letter No_ 1389-17, dated 15th May, 1901, but 
Buch attempts have hitherto been attended with a very small measure of success. 
I n a recent report the Commissioner, Central Division, observed as follows :-

"The Collectors were asked to take steps to give effect to the orders of the 
Government of India for the elimination from works of those w.ho are not fit objects of 
charity, but no appreciable reduction in numbers has been effected anywhere. It is 
difficult to exercise any snch discretion except in the mest obvious cases, and reliance 
must be placed, as in the past, on the maintenance of discipline and the rigoroWl· 
,exaction of tasks;' 

Enclosure in No. 64. 

Extract /I'om the Proceedin!IS, to the Government of Bombay, 'Famille Department, 
No. 1866, dated 1st August, 1901. 

Government memorandum to the Collector of Khandesh, No. P-724, dated 
17th July, 1901 :-. 

.. The undersigned presents compliments to the Collector 1>f Khlindesb. and 
. is directed to observe tbat the weekly 

.Week ending I Daily Average returns in famine Form 17 for Khlindesh 
lIumben. for the weeks ending 29th ult. and 6th 

---------;---,----- inst. show ... large increase- in the numbers 
on village gratuitous relief in that District, 
The Collector is requested to be good 
enough to furnish Government with an 
explanation of this large increase:' 

22ndJune 
29th June ..• 

IHl'Tf'tl" ••• 

Gth July." 
Arther IncrBUtJ 

10,546 
25,04-2 

9,997 
3.,196 

8,60.4: 

Letter from the Commissioner, C. D., No. F.-1550, dated 22nd July, 1901 :-

.. With reference to Government memorandum No. P-724 of the· 17th instant to 
the address of the Collector of Khandesh, I have the honour to state that the increase 
in the numher of dole recipients had previously attracted my notice and was made the 
subject of a reference to the Collector. The rise in numbers 'is explained by him as 
due to the admission to dole of all Bhil cultivators in Nandurbar, Pimpalner, Taloda, 
Navapur, Shabada and Shirpur Talukas. This measure of relief will probably not be 
necessary after the end of August, when it is expect<:d the maize cr."p will be rea~y, 
The Collector is satisfied that no fraud is being practised by subordmates, The hBts 
have b~en checked by Mr. McIver as well as Mr. Verne de, and both are constantly 
moving about and supervising the distribution of doles. The former looks after the 
Pimpalner Taluka and the Navapur Petha, while the latter has T~loda and Nandurbar~. 
in his charge. Mr. Vernede will also scrutinise the Shahada hsts and Mr. French 
will be asked to examine those for Shirpur. . 
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" 2. Government wished that small works should be carried on simultaneousl, 
with the grant of dole, but, owing partly to rain and partly to weeding operation& 
being in progress, it bas not -been found pOisible to give effect to this order. and the 
people are leaving the small wOl·ks. The Pimpalner Road works and a forest work in 
Shirpnr are almost the only works which are drawing a few hundred persons each. 
Liberality in the matter of dole is, in the Collector's opinion, keeping down crime and" 
inducing the Bhils to stick to their villages" In about six weeks more the numbers on 
dole in all probability will begin to fall, and I hope that Government will concur in 
the Collector's view that until then no reduction in the numbers on dole should be 
attempted. Even as the numbers are at present, they can hardly be regarded B8 

excessive for five talukss where there was great distress last yoar. The effect on crime 
is most satisfactory." . 

RESOLUTloN.-Some extension of gratuitous relief to members of aboriginal 
tribes in the rains is admissible, but there should be selection of those in need 
of it. The admission to the dole of all Bhil cultivators in five talukas and one 
petha, which involves the-gratuitous relief of many who in the dry weather did 
not find it necessary to seek employment on works, seems to go beyond the 
necessities of the case. Efforts should be made to restrict the dole to those who 
cannot obtain other means of livelihood, and tagai for subsistence should 
preferentially be given to cultivators who, though requiring temporary aid, are 
likely to be able to repay advances. 

No. 65. 
Letter" from J. B. Fuller, Esq., Secretury to the Government of india, 

Department of Revenue and A,ql'ieulture, to the Chief Secretary to the 
Government of Bombay, NQ. 3242-17, dated Simla, 26th August, 1901. 

In acknowledging receipt of your letter No. P.-819, of 9th August, 1901, 
on the subject of the contraction of famine relief in the Bombay Presidency, I 
am directed to express a hope that the conditions now prevailing in Gujarat, 
where prices have now fallen in some places to 20 sirs per rupee, will render it 
possible to close all relief works by the end of this month and to gradually 
withdraw gratuitous relief by the end of September. The "Government of India 
appreciate the effect of previous calamities on the people of the Deccan, but I 
am to suggest that, after the middle of ne:tt month, relief might cease to be 
given to the able-bodied, gratuitous relief continuing in gradually decreasing 
ell;tent for a month or six weeks later. 

No. 66. 
Leitel' from the Honourable Mr: J. W. 1'. Muir Mackenzie, I.C.S., Chief 

ScI'I'etary to the Government of Bombuy, to the Secretary to the Government 
of India, Department of Re"enue alld Agriculture, No. 2040, dated Bombay 
Gastle, 9th September, 1901. , 

With reference to your letter No. 3242-17, dated 26th ultimo, on the 
subject of the contraction of famine relief in this Presidency, I am directed to 
sta:te for the information of the Government of India that unless the monsoon 
takes IIny unfavourable turn there is a fair hope that relief of all kinds will be 
closed in Gujanit and KMndesh by the end of this month. 

~ As regards the rest of the Central Division Rnd the Southern Division, 
I am directed to forwartl a copy of the Resolution. 

• No. 2032, dated 7th of this Government passed on the reports received 
September, 1901. on the subject, and to state that the Governor in 

Council is convinced that it would not be safe to 
adopt more string-ent measures for the contraction of relief than are proposed in 
the orders: I am to point out that in 1896-97, as well as 1876-77, the need for 
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relief in t.he Eastern Deccan, including Bijapur, continued to be very great in 
Septe.mber; indeed in Bijapur the maximum of relief given was reached in 
September of 1897. In the current year the kharif prospects are better, but 
in many places are not good, and in any ca~e agricultural labour is not needed 
on an extensive scale until the season of weeding rabi crops. With every 
desire to meet the wishes of the Government of India, this Government feel that 
a summary closure of all works in the middle of the current month in the 
Eastern Dec('.an would be disastrous. Agricultural labour is both more 
remunerative and more agreeable than labour on relief works, and when enough 
oUt is a yailable the people will not reinain on relief works. 

Enclosure in No. 66. 

No. 2032, dated Bombay Castle the 7th Septernber, 1901. 

Memorandum from the Commissioner, N. D., No. 8502, dated 15th August, 
1901 :-

.. With reference w paragraph 2 of Govm-nment Resolution No. 1908, dated 12th 
instant, the Commissioner, Notthern Division, has the honour to remark that the 
numbers on relief works for the week endin!!" 10th August have surrk-

In Ahmedabad to 4,728, 
In Kaira to 727. . 

"2. The question in those two Districts is therefore rapidly ceasing to be a 
practical one. In the Panch M~als, after a great drop on 3rd August, the numbe ... 
have .slightly risen on 10th to 5,865, and the Collector is being consulted." 

Letter from the Commissioner, S. D., No. F.-735, dllted 16th August, 1901 :-
"With refel"ence to paragraph 2 01 GovernmAnt Resolution No. 1908 of the 12th 

instant, calling for report as to the extent to which the suggestions of the Government 
of India can be given effect to, in regard to the reducing of able-bodied workers on 
the relief works, I have the honour to reply as follows. 

"2. Experience in the Belgaum and Bijapur Districts, during the famines of 
1896-1897 aud 1899-1900, indicates that people in these parts do not remain on relief 
works when the need for relief is over. In 1890-97 the number in August in BijaplU 
was 104,301, in September it was 103,483, but owing to snfficient rainfall in the last 
week of September and snbsequently it fen to 19,71l6 in October, and to less than 2,000 
(1,286) in :November. In Belgaum in 1896-97 very much the same thing happened,· 
and in the famine of 1899-1900 the works were voluntarily abandoned in a similar 
way . 

.. 3. The famine-stricken regions in this Division are, normally, for by far the 
greater part, rabi. Consequently the rain for them and the time for cnltivating them 
and the time when people would find employment in the fields has not come yet. 
Had good rain already fallen· throughout the ares, the people would no donbt have 
sown a deal of kharif in rabi land, but the rain has not, by any means, everywhere 
hen good enough to enable the people to sow kharif in even all the land that in a 
normal year is sown with kharif, and agood deal of such kbarif as has been sown is now 
in a precarious condition. 

"4. Consequently, I am afraid that we cannot at present hope to reduce at all the 
number on onr work\!, as there is no sufficient field labour or any· other employ
ment for them, and they would remain in their houses and fall into bad condition." 

Letter from the Collector of Ahmednagar, No. F.-3.776, dated 17th August, 
1901 :-

.. With referenc~ to your memorandum No. F.-1691, dated 14th instant, I have 
the honour to report that in consideration of the good physical condition of the able
bodied workers on rwlief works there will be little danger in. raising the present tsaks 
by 25 per cent. for earthwork. In my opinion the present tasks for metal-breaking 
should not be raised. I recommend the raising the tasks for earthwork, becanse 
Classes I, U and I [1 are now capable of turning out more work. I do not think there 
will be any large demand for field labolU for some time, probably until the kharif 
harvest is about to be reaped. For this reason it is not wise to effect a substantial 
reduction in the number of relief workers by a system of elimination on a large scale. 
The raising of tl,e task will probably effect a small reduction and will make the people 
eager to leave the works at the first opportunity. And this is, I think, all that can be 
""fely done at present. 
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" 2. It is the unanimous opinion of my Assistants and myself that there is no 
BOope at present for a substantial reduction in th~ dole lists." 

Letter from the Collector of Samra, No. 7112, dated 17th August, 1901 :-' 
"I have the honour to reply to your Memorandum No. F.-1691, dated the 14th 

August. I regret I do not see how it is feasible at present in this District to eliminate 
people from the relief works. In the first place, in the period between one harvest 
and another the need for relief increases steadily and snrely becanse the resources of 
people, who have any resources (in the way of small stocks of grain) to start With, get 
gradually exhansted and obviously cannot be replenished until the next harvest. In 
the second place, though in a district in which relief works are managed according to 
the famine code and a minimum wage, sufficient to support life in reasonable comfort, ' 
i. paid, it is probable that large numbers of lazy people may be attracted to a relief 
work, yet this is uot the case in a district like Satara, in which there is no minimum 
wage and people are paid by resulte. 

"When payment is made by results on a relief work, the wages earned are less 
than an agricultural labourer could earn in the open market. There is an obvious 
incentive therefore to an able-bodied labourer to abandon relief work in favour of 
agricultural labour at the first opportunity; and 1 have heard of many cases of people 
deserting theil' relief work and going to distant villages where employment could be 
found. They retnrned, however, as soon as their agricultural work was completed. 
Another reason for not adopting severe measures for the elimination of able-bodied 
persons from relief works in this district is that a very large proportion of the workers 
are women and children, and there are generally a good many non-working children 
attached to them. There is, therefore, a difficulty in finding enough men to enable us 
to arrange gangs properly. This difficulty would be increased if many of the men 
were eliminated, and on the other hand elimination of women would have an 
lIDfortunate e/fect on the children dependent on them. 

"In a District in which relief works were numerous it might be possible to 
arrange to have distance test, and to refuse to allow people to attend relief works near 
their homes. But this is out of the question in Satara at present, for there are only 

, three relief works, and one of these is in a hilly taluka with a heavy rainfall, and 
auother will have to be closed shortly on account of the completion of the work. 
Another expedient would be to increase the task. I am prepared to do this at once 
with your l'erlDission in the Patan Taluka, in which the task assigned is only 75 per 
cent. of the ordinary famine task. But I do not think we should be justified in 
increasing the task in the Khatao Taluka (at the Nehar and Goregaon work), where 

. the ordinary famine task is already assigned, uutil the crops are in a more forward 
condition. . 

"In your third paragraph you suggest a reduction of the dole lists. I am having 
inquiries made with this object. But just as the time before the harvest is the time 
when the need for employment on the relief works ia necessarily greatest, so it is the 
time when the demand for dole is greatest on the part of those who have been unable 
to go to relief wor]j:s." 

Memorandum from the Commissioner, C. D., No. F.-1719, dated 21st 'August, 
1901 :~ . 

"Copies submitted to Government with reference to their Resolution No. 1908, 
dated the 12th instant. 

" 2. The Collector of Ahmednagar conside .. that there will be little danger in 
raising the present tasks by 25 per cent. for earth work, no change being made in the 
task for metal-breaking. 'l'he Collector of Satar. proposes a similar enhancement of 
tho tasks in the Patan Taluka only.' ' 

"3. Subject to the rule for the separate ganging and tasking of the weekly, the 
Commissioner considers that these suggestions may b. approved from and after the 
week ending 31st instant. 

• "With reference to paragraph 2 of the Resolution, the administration of the dole 
has been recently very cal·.fully inquired into and the relief is well administered, 
and, where necessary, on the lines indicated," 

Letter from th~ Collector of Nasik No. 11040, dated 21st August, 1901 :-
"I have the honour of I'eplying to your No_ F.-1691, dated 14th August, 1901. 

, !' 2. One of the main obstacles in the way of contracting relief operatIOns has 
heen the continued dearness of food-grains as compared with normal rates. Twenty 
per cent. above normal i. not unusual; and this is the level at which Section 11 of 
the Famine Relief Code implies that famine may be regarded as imminent ancl reli~f 
measures called for_ . 

.. "3. Bnt the present conditions are pecnliar. Even in Yeola, where there has 
been very little rain, the poor-house is not overfull, and the taluka contributes but 
few persona to the relief works in the neighbouring talukas of Chandor and Sinnar. 
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The death.rate, too, continues normal evel'Y'\·here. These facts prove, I think, that 
the standard of living and the 'rate of wages have adjusted themselves to meet the 
high prices prevailing, and that, when agricultural work is pOSSible, the labourer can 
earn a living wage. 

"4. Moreover, unless the rains stops abruptly (as it did in 1896), the kharif 
harvest over a large area should be fair to very good, and may be expected to begin 
about the end of September or soon after. In other parts the crops have been kept 
alive by frequent showers, but are nevertheless backward, and the harvest will 
probably be late. And in Yeola, Eastern Sinnar, and a quadrilateral roughly bounded 
by the Satana-Malegaon Road, the Malegaon-Manmad Road, the northern boundary of 
Chandor and Chandor-Satana Road, there has been very little rain indeed, and some 
land still remains unsown. 

"5. I consider, therefore, that in Igatpnri,Dindori, Peint, and Nasik all relief 
may be discontinued after the end of this month; except, perhaps, the Nasik poor
house, of which more presently. I do not think that any material hardship would be 
occasioned by adopting the same course in Nandgaon and in the part of Kalvan and 
Baglan west of the Chandor-Satana-Pimparner Road. 

"6. In the east of Kalvon, Baglan and Malegaon (exclusive of the quadrilateral 
already referred to), in Niphad and in Chandor, I hold it advisable to continue relief 
till the end of October. It might be discontinued earlier, if Government insist; but, 
if so, they must be prepared for a possible rise in the death-rate. 

" 7. In the areas mentioned at the end of the paragraph 4 above, I am at present 
quite unable to say when relief can stop. All the elements of famine are present
high prices, scanty rainfall, a bad outlook for harvest, scarcity of employment. But, 
as I have said, the death-rate keeps down. If relief is discontinued in these areas 
shortly it must be only a tentative cessation, and the mortality must be carefully 
watched. 

"8. The small work in south-west Malegaon (Sonai Tank) is full. Admissions 
are made at the discretion of the officer in charge, the works in best case having to 
make way, if necessary, for new arrivals in poor condition. The Odal tank work in 
Chandor is not very largely patronised; but, as I have said in paragraph 6,it would be 
well to keep it open till the end of October, if only to take drafts from the Nasik poor
house. The Sinnar-Wavi Road has some 3,500 people on it, and here a difficulty has 
arisen which to some extent accounts for the steady increase of dole recipients. People 
come to this work who are obviously not so feeble as to require the special treatment 
meted out to the weakly, the hill-folk, &c., but whose inclusion in the other ganga is 
keenly resented by the stronger and more able-bodied workers lest th9ir admission 
should reduce the wage-earning capacity of the gangs. I have referred this to the 
Executive Engineer, with a vi .. w to employing this intermediate class on a.lower task. 
The forest demarcatiou works in Kalvan and Baglan have been completed. 

"9. The poor-houses in Nasik and Yeola should be kept open at present, people 
from the former being drafted to the Odal Tank: and, in' order to prevent their 
persistent return at the earliest possible opportunity, I think it would be well to refuse 
re-admission to sturdy beggars, and to deal with such under Section 109, Criminal 
Procedure Code. This would tend to a decided abatement of the beggar nuisance. At 
present I think there can be no doubt that many people well able to earn a living are, 
by choice, living by means of charity, poor-house relief, and petty theft . 

.. 10. I have given relief to the needy of the N asik weavers at their own trade, 
but have warned them that they cannot expect this after funds run short, which will 
probably happen next month. 

• 
.. 11. I beg, therefore, to inquire whether you approve the suggestions contained 

in paragraphs 5 to 9 above." 

Reply of the Commissioner, C. D., No. :1<'.-1743, dated 26th August, 1901 :

.. In reference to No. 11,040, dated the 21st instant, from the Collector of N asik. 
the Commissioner has the honour to reply as follows. 

" 2. The Collector's proposal that relief should cease after the 31st instant in the 
following areas is approved :-

Tslukas Igatpuri, Dindori, Peint, Nasik, and Nandgaon, and in the Kalvan 
and Baglan Talukas, west of the Chandor.Satana-Pimpalner Road. 

"3. It is presumed that in the above the Collector wishes also to include 
West Sinnar. 

"4. In the rest of the District relief should cease gradually as the situation' 
improves, and a further report should be submitwd by the end of September next. 
The closure of the poor-houses must be left to the Collector's discretion." 
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Memorandum from the Commissioner, C. D., Np. F.-1744, 'dated 26th Augu.t, 

1901 :- • 

"Copies sobmitted to Government for information in continuation of this office 
'. No. F.-I7I9 ofth. 2IotAu".,,, 1901. memorandum" quoted in the margin." 

I.etter from the Collector of Khandesh, No. F. 136i, dated 23rd August, 
1901 :-

.. With reference to your memorandum, No. F.-1691, dated 14th instant, I hR'·. 
the honour to report that I had already anticipated the orders of the Government of 
India embodied in their letter quoted in the preamble of Government Resolution, No. 
1908, elated 12th idem, and issued orders accordingly, directing contraction of famiuo 
operations in West Khan\!.esh . 

.. 2. ]"inding that the agricultural outlook had greatly improved, and a demand 
for labonr was arising, I first gave orders on the 3rd August to cut down the dole list, 
so as to set free such of the dole recipients as could obtain agricultural employment 
in the fields. These orders have resulted in reducing the number of doles by 29 per 
cent .. \<'urtber on, wb~n I found that tbe prospeets were well assured, tbat maize was fast 
ripening, and roots and vegetables were available almost everywbere, r directed, on the 
15th August, that in Nawapur and Sindkheda, where the Bhils could be left Bafely to 
tbemselves witbout any assistance from UB, the doles should stop from date of receipt 
of the orders, and that in other places they should be further reduced, retaining on 
the list only such cultivators, not exceeding two in each family, as would not be able 
tn carryon their operations without our help. I have further directed that in all other 
talnk.s the doles will close by 31st instant except in Pimp,lner, where, as previously 
reported, they will continue till 15th September next. 

"3. Moreover, I found that the special rates of wages were not needed on the 
relief works, and that the time had come to make the conditions of the wage more 
stringent; so on the 11th August I asked the Executive Engineer to reduce the wages 
to the level of the Code rates, and make payments strictly in proportion to the work 
done. I have also closed the Nandurbar-Bhadwad Road work, and other works will 
follow suit. . 

"4. The effect of these orders will, I hope, be noticeable in the returns for the 
week that closed on the. 21st. It will thus appear that every endeavonr has been made 
to reduce the famine operations and restrict the relief to where it is absolutely needed. 
and that nothing is now left to be done in reference to suggestions of the Government 
of India. 

" 5. Since 'writing the above I have heard from the Di visional Forest Officer that 
all the Forest Famine Works which were in prog"ess in Nandurbar, Shirpur, and 

. Taloda Ranges, have been closed." 

Memorandum from the Commissioner, C. D., No. F.-1751, dated 27th August,. 
1901 :-

.. Submitted to Government in continuation of this office memorandum quoted in· 
No. F.-17U 01 26th August, 1901. the margin." 

Letter from the Collector of Sholapur, No. D.-2761, dated 20th August, 
1901 :-

.. With reference to yonr memorandum, No. F-1691, dated 14th instant, I have 
the honour to report that, in my opinion, nntil the kharif crop has been reaped, no 
reduction of the dole lists is possible. The present system of relief must be continued 
as it is till the end of September, by which time the kharif crops will have ripened 
and the prospects of the rabi crops will be fairly definite. As this District has Buffered 
from suocassi ve famines and Bcarcity since 1896, the I'esources of the pwple are 
exhausted, and they deBeI've the mOBt lenient treatment. Strict inBtructions have, 
however, beAn issued to all Relief Head Karkuns not to admit to dole anyperBoDB 
who are fit and able to maintain themsel Veil, and to strike off the lists any sue.h who 
have crept in • 

.. 2. A8 regards the oontsmplated reduction in the number on work., all that i. 
possible i8 being done. The numbers, I am glad to report, have already commenced 
togo down." 

10586 20 
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Reply of the Commissioner; C~ D., No. F.-1752,'dated'27th August,-1901':...J.: 

"The Collector is requested to be good enough to state whether at least on some 
works the task may not be raised for earthwork by 25 per cent. It should not. be 80 
~ised wi~hou~ the previous permiesi~n of Government. Prices are easier and prospects 
In some taluos good, and no hardshIp would apparently be caused by the rdising of 
the task. The Collector's opinion is therefore invited on the subject after consulting 
the Execntive Engineer." 

Memorandum from the Commissioner, C.D., No. F.-1753, dated 27th August, 
1901:-

"Copy, With a copy of the Collector's letter, submitted to Government in con
No. F.-1751, elated 27th August, 1901. tinuation of this olli,ce memorandum quoted 

in the, margin." 

Letter from the Collector of the Panch Mahals, No. 5775, dated 23rd August, 
1901:-

"With reference to your No. 8533 of 16t1t Angust, 1901, I have the honour to 
state that the daily average humber of persons on relief works for tlte week ending 
10tlt Angust was 5,815 and not 5,865 as stated in your memorandum. The figures 
were tbus identical with tltose of tlte previous week, 5,812. 

" 2. N early the whole of the workers were in the Eastern Mahals. In the Western 
Mab3ls there was only the Godhra·Baroda Chord Line work, which has now been 

,closed. The reason why there was no decrease in the Eastern Mahals was that the 
rains had not been sufficient up to the dates of the reports uuder reference. The 
people had not tlterefore had much incentive to leave tlte works. 

"3. I am very desirous of reducing the numbers as soon as practicable. But it 
is the opinion of the local relief officers that few of the Bhils have grain in their 
houses, and until the' samo ' is rAady, which will be in about three weeks from this 
date, it is not safe to turn the people oII the works withom some fear of deterioration 
which has already been noticed in some parts of the Division. The local demand for 
labour cannot be expected to take oII many of tlte workers, as there are few well-to do 
cultivators who employ labour, while tlte cultivation on ,the lands belonging to the 
Bhils themselves, which is not of an rlaborate nature, has been performed by the 
members of the familios who have remained at home. 

" 4. There has now been good rain in Dohad and Jhalod, and, witlt' tlte near 
approach of ripe' eamo,' it will br eafe to begin to get the people off the works in 
the next week, and I shall lake steps to do so. I propose to close works which'do not 
appear absolutely necessary, and on others to reduce tlte wage. As regards tlte 
Muwoilia Tank, the only large work now remaining, I am n!'w in consnltation with 
the Executive Engineer." 

Memorandum from the Commissioner, N. D., No. 8R22, dated 31st August, 
1901:-

"Copy submitted to Government with reference to this office No. 8502, dated 
15t1t instant." 

RESOLUTION.-The orders issued by the Commissioner, C. D., to the 
Collector of Nasik in his memorandum No. F.-1743, dated 26th August, 1901, 
are approved. 

2. The proposals for raising the tasks by 25 per cent. in the Ahmednagar 
District and in the Patan Taluka of the Satara District, contained in paragraphs 
2 and 3 of the memorandum from the Commissioner, C. D., No. F.-1719, 
dated 21st August, 1901, are also approved. The report of the Collector of 
Sholapur called for by the Commissioner in his memorandum No. ]!'.-1752 of 
the 27th idem, regarding the raising of the tasks in that District, and the report 
for the Poona District, which has not yet been submitted, will be awaited. 

3. The Commissioner, S. D., should be requested to consider at once 
whether it would not be safe to raise the task in Bijapur as has been done in 
Ahmednagar and is likely to be done in Sholapur and Satara. 
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No. 67. 

Letter from J. B. Fuller, E$q., C. I. E., Secretary to. the Government of India, to 
the Chi~f Secretar.1J to the Government oj Bombay, No.1I47S-17-16, dated 
Simla, the 23rd September, 1901. 

With reference to your letter No. 2040, dated the 9th instant, regarding 
the contraction of famine relief operations, I am directed to say that the 
Government of India learn with satisfaction that the grant of relief of all kinds 
in Gujarat and Khandesh will probably terminate by the end of the current 
month. . 

2. As regards the operations in other parts of the Presidency, I am to 
invite the attention of the Governor in Council to paragraphs 144 and 153 of 
the Report of the Indian Famine Commission, 1901, and to state .tbat the policy 
therein formulated for the administration of work relief during the monsoon 
season has been accepted by the Governor General in Council and that it is 
trusted that the Government of Bombay will give it due effect. 

--

COLLECTION OF LAND REVENUE-SUSPENSIONS 
AND REMISSIONS. 

No. 68. 

Letter from T. W. Holderness, Esq., C.S.I., I. G.S., Secretary to the Government 
of India, to the Chief Secretary to the Government of Bombay, Famine, 

. No. 105S-1n-1-F, dated Simla, the 23rd May, 1900. ----- .' 

The Governor Generlll in Council is aware that the policy of the Bombay 
Government this year in the matter of land-revenue suspensions and collections 
in Gujarat and elsewhere has been the subject of considerable criticism in the 
public press, and has called forth numerous memorials and representations, 
some of which have reached this Government. His Excellency in Council is 
also aware from the monthly proceedings of the Bombay Government that the 
officers charged with the duty of giving local effect to the instructionEl of the 
Government have felt considerable doubt as to whether those instructions will 
not result in a degree of pressure upon the revenue payers that must seriously 
militate against the return of agricultural prosperity after the immediate effects 
of the drought have passed away. 

2. The Governor General in Council is ordinarily reluctant to interfere 
with the details of the administration of the land revenue in the Bombay 
Presidency, and he is sensible that in adopting the policy which has given rise 
to SO ·much controversy the Presidential Government have been actuated by a 
wish to guard the fiscal interests of the imperial exchequer.. He is anxious, 
therefore, that the present communication should not be regarded as a censure 
on the line of action which has been pursued, but rather as an enquiry whether, 
. in . view of the present emergencies of the agricultural population in the 
,Northern Division, a somewhat more liberal policy in dealing with the land 
revenue question may not with propriety be adopted. 

10&66 102 
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~. The Governor-General in Council is deeply impressed with the magni
tude of the calamity which has befallen the districts of Gujarat, and with the 
many and obvious signs that the spirits and energy of the people have given 
way under the unparalleled losses which they have sustained. Destitution not 
only has befallen the small and struggling cultivator, who mertsures his 
resources by the crop of each year, hut it has also extended to classes' who in 
ordinary yearfl ar~ Illore or 'less independent of the vicissitudes of the season, 
and enjoy good crpdit at reasonable rates. Credit, the Governor-Generol in 
Council believes, is virtually dead at present in Gujarat 80 fur as a!!"riculturists 
are co.ncerned. Jewelry can only be disposed of with the greatest difficulty and 
at rumous rates, and assets which were once easily realisable at fair market 

. values are greatly depreciated. These facts, 
'~ombay Government's Re- though they appear to have been questioned- ill 

solutIOns, No. 8370, dated 23rd th I th f h' £: • November, 1899, and No. 236, e ear y mon . S? t e lamme, are now matters 
dated 16th Jannary, 1900. of common notorIety, and must be accepted 88 

elemental truths in any discussion as to the 
resources of agriculturists whose crops have failed and whose cattle have died 
this year. 

4. The principles laid down in the latest orders of the Local Government 
that suspensions should not be gronted to persons 

~ombay Government Noti~- who are able to pay the revenue" without incon
catIOn, No. 82, dated 8th AprIl, venience or difficulty" and that "no coercion 
1900. ' should be used to recover from an occupant assess-
ment which' he cannot payout of resources other than those needed for the 
-efficient resumption of agricultural operations" are theoretically reasonable. So 
.also is the underlying principle that in granting or refusing suspensions of 
revenue regard should, so far as may be practicable, be had to the general 
financial circumstances of individual revenue payers and their respective ability 
to meet the Government demand from resources other than the actual crop of 
the year. But the practical application of these principles in a year of wide
spread destitution is exposed to two difficulties. In the. first place, if rigorous 
discrimination is insisted on, it de\'olves minute and inquisitorial inquiries as to 
the circumstances of thousands of petty fanners upon already overworked 
revenue establishments, and it opeps the door, as the Famine Commission of 

Report, Part II., Section III., 
paragraphs 5 and 8. 

1878 pointed out, to the evils of personal favouritism 
and. official corruption. In the second place, the 
issue of such inquiries is so largely a matter of 
opinion that it is liable to be largely influenced by 

any general views which the Government may be thought to entertain as to the 
amount of revenue to be collected within·the year .. The remedy for the first 
difficulty is not to insist upon a rigorous discrimination or a close investigation 
of individual resources, but to accept a somewhat broad classification of the 
.revenue payers with reference to their obvious circumstances. The remedy 
for the second is for the Government to show that it wishes to be liberal, or, at 
least, to give the divisional and district authorities permission to suspend 

--E:.venue up to a definite sum in the aggregate. 

5. The Governor-General in Conncil is constrained to think that the 
instructions and observations contained in the orders of the 23rd November, 
1899, and of the 16th January, 1900, are calculated, even when read in the 
light of the explanatory orders of the 8th April last, to create the impression 
that a rigorous discrimination, and a close and jealous scrutiny of assets, are 
made essential preliminaries to granting postponement of the current year's 
demand in the distressed districts. If such an impression has actually been 
created, it is antecedently improbable 'that the procedure of the district and 
mluk officers, acting in compliance with instructions thus interpreted, will result 
in liberality to the revenue payers. The Governor-General in Council has D:0t 
observed that any definite indication has been given by the Goyernment to Its 
officers as to what proportion of the total demand of the year may with propriety 
be suspended. In some other prO\·inces, 011 occasions of widespread drought 
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necessitating large postponements of the demand, the Loca.I Government has 
found it convenient to settle a limit of this kind for the division or the district 
in consultation with the Commissioner or the Collector, a.nd on a general con
sideration of all the attendant circumstances. Within a limit thus fixed, the 
Divisional Commissioner is free to apportion the amounts to be suspended in 
each district, and the Collector does the same for each taluk in his district. 
Discrimination between one .. illage or another, or between individual revenue 
payers, ca.n then be more readily pursued and with better results, so fur as it 
may be thought necessary; but it usually takes the form of excluding a small 
and "I:'ell-defined majority of well-to-do persons, who by common repute are 
fully a'ble to pay the demand ., without iuconvenience and without difficulty." 

/ 6. In commending thif< conrse to the Governor in C01;mcii for his 
/consideration,jthe Government of India desire to express their opinion that a 
con~iderable proportion of the year's land revenue demand should be suspended 
in Gujarat. The incidence of the land revenue on the cultivated area in 
several of the districts of Gujarat is exceptionally heavy, and the assessment has 
been admittedly made on the supposition that these districts were practica.lly 
immune from any such drought as periodically visits the lightly assessed 

.. -..!2eccan. The circumstances of Gujarat in the present year are thus quite as 
abnormal as the circumstances of the Chenab irrigation truct in the Punjub 
would be were the hea.dworks to be temporarily injured, and the truct thereby 
reduced to a desert. In the latter case, the revenne would under the system of 
assessment in force in the Chenab tract automutiClllly di><l!.ppear ; but, eveu were 
it legally leviable, the idea of attempting to collect any lurge portion of it would 
be regarded as wholly wrong und impolitic. Yet the case is sufficiently 
unulugous to that of the highly assessed and now barren lands of Gujarat to 
enforce the argument in fuvour of treating the revenue payers of Gujurat this 
yoor with special liberality. 

7. The effect which the Government of Bombay may be disposed to give 
to these suggestions will, .it is foreseen, depend in a measure upon the extent to 
which the land revenue may have already been realized. As tf) the progress of 
the collections up to date, the Government of India have no knowledge, and 
they would desire to be informed oil this point. They also desire to learn whut 
decrease in the budget estimates of land revenue for the current financial year 
is likely to occur by reason of any action taken on this letter: My recent 
telegl'llms with regard to the probable requirements of the Government of 
Bombuy for advunces for seed and cattle will have acquainted His Excellency 
the Governor in Council with the decision of the Government of India to come 
to the aid of the agriculturists of distressed tracts in a very special manner. J n 
connection with this measure, they are anxious to ensure that the policy of the 
several LOCllI Governments in the matter of the collection or postponement of 
the land revpnue demand shall be so shaped so as not to impede or interfere 
with the effect of the measure, but rather so as to co·operate with it in restorincr 
agricultural prosperity.· h 

No. 69. 

/' Lettel' Ji'om J. Monteath, Esq., C.S.I., I.C.S., Chief Secretal"!! to the Government 
0/ Bombay, to the Secretary to the Government of India, Department 0' 
Re!!enue and Agriculture, No. 2599, dated Bombay Castle 21sr JUlie 
1900. ' , .-,-----, 

.I urn directed to request that you will be so good as to submit for the 
cOllslderation of the Government of India the following remarks with reference 
to your letter No. 1058-171-1-F., dated 23rd ultimo. 
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, 2.' It is stated in' paragraph 5 that the Goyernor-General in Council 'Ims 
'not observed that any definite indication has been given by this Government ti> 
its' of!icers • as to what proportion' ~f t,he total demand 'of the year may with 
prqpriety be ~uspend~d. I am ~ InVIte a reference to paragraph 12 of the 
'Honourable Mr. "MuTr-MackenzIe s letter No, 124-Fam., dated 2nd Octoher, 
U99, in, which,an ~stiInate was given of the praximum amount of whichth/! 
c'olIection was likely to be suspended in' th\! Northern Division, to' which 
Division your letter of Mny 23rd makes espedal reference. 'In the letter aboye 
referred 'to the, proportions for the ~everal districts of this Presidency are 
'definitely stated. The first step which is taken in this matter of revenue 
collection is to desire the Commissioners and Collectors to report how much will 
in their opinion be recovered in accordance with the general principles prescribed. 
If the forecasts of' these officers are accepted' by Government, they of course form 
the stahdards up to which they are expected to work. In the elise of the four 
'Northern districts of Gujarat, the Governor in Council was, for reasons stated in 
the letter above quoted and in Government Resolution No. 8370, dated 2iird 
'November, 1899, unable to adopt the estimates of the Collectors and therefore 
prescribed different standards, But in Government resolution No. 236, dated 
16th January, 1900, it was explained with reference to furt4er representations 
from the Commissioner that it was not intended to direct that all the l'evenue 
'which this Government considered that the occupants in these districts might 
reasonably be expected to be able to pay should necessarily be recovered; that 
what was important was to apply properly the general orders which had been 
given, and that the result would show whether the estimates of Government or 
those of'the Commissioner were the more correct. 

3. The orders referred to are those contained in Government Circular 
No, 9704, dated 2nd December, 1896, and Government Re"olution No. 98-Fam., 
dated 9th January, l1i97, and the method of applying them is explained in 
Government Resolutions No. 236, dated 16th January, 1900, and No. 191i5, 
dated 7th April, 1900. The general principle adopted is the same as that stated 
at the close of pamgraph 5 of your letter, but the classes of people who are 
prima facie held to be not entitled to concession are somewhat more definitely 
designated. Besides occupants who have reaped crops of fair value, with regard 
to whom there is pre"umably no difference of opinion, they are non-agriculturist 
occupants, who are in other words, or at least for the most part, money-lenders, 
mortgagees, who lIre almost invariably men of capital, and occupants who are 
by common repute well-to-do. As regards the IlIst, it has been directed th~.t 
~hey should have the benefit of any doubt. To these people only are even 
notices issued; the rest are not presumed to be able to pay without borrowing, 
and if revenue is collected from any of them, it is because they or'people on 
thel r behalf pay of their own accord. So filr it is clear that no minute and 
inquisitorial inquiries such as lire referred to in paragraph 4 of your letter are 
'involved in this Government'" procedure. If, however, people of the classetl 
above described, who llIay prima facie be held to be able to pay, refnse to 
comply with the notices 'issued to them, the burden of proving their inability 
clearly rests upon them, and of course further inquiry is uecessary. To such an 
extent only do the principles applied by this Government involve proceedings 
which can in any sens«) be called inquisitorial, and in the opinion of his 
Excellency the Governor in Council they are not open to objection, and cannot 
be avoided unless payment is made 8 mere matter of option. It may be 
')bserved, however, that for the purpose of these proceedings as well as for.8 
!atisfactory classification of the kind above described the officers of th~s 
Presidency poRsess special qualifications. A n Assistant or Deputy Collector 18 

required to travel at least seven months in the year, and generally does trnvel 
more. He visits every part of his charge, and comes within easyreach of everlY 
village as a rule twice a year. A Collector also generally travels through every 
taluka once in a year. These officers have, therefore, a closer acquaintance wi~h 
the peop Ie and their circumstances than is usual in most of the other parts of Indm. 
It has been ordered thltt the question whether distrnint should be resorted. to in 
any case is to be decided by an officer of not lower rank than that of ASSIstant 
or Deputy Collector, and in these circumstances personal fuvoqritism and .vfficial 
corruption in this mlttter are practically impossible. 
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'4'. 'The Governor in Council cannot but think'that the {lOur~e which has ' 
been followed in this Presidency differs in no material respect from that which' 
is commended for his consideration. If, 'however, there ill any misapprehension/' 
t.his Government' will' be glad to know" precisely whitt amendment of the: 
procedure is desired, aud will mOMt willingly adopt any meusure by which his 
Excellency the Governor-General in Council may consider that the revenue 
which is equitably recoverable can be collected with les'S' incon7enienceto the' 

Aeople. There is certainly no wish on the part of this Government that the 
landholders of the Bombay Presidency should be treated with less liberality 
than tilose o£()ther parts ,of India. Executive officers are universally in') 
sympathy, aniHl!"e aware that Government is in sympathy, with cultivators, and. 
are most anxious to do all that is' possible to promote thtl prosperty of that class"~ 
and to avoid anything calculated to have the opposite effect.. , -

.5. U ndouhtedly according to preseut indications distress in Gujarat iit' 
very much more severe ' than was anticipated by this Government to be possihle 
iii a province of such reputed wealth, and it has been necessary to ahandon the 
standards of revenue recoverable which seemed exceedingly moderate when' 
compared with what had been realized in less favoured and elI'1ally-affiicted' 
tracts of country in 1896-91 with no more pressure thun was required to check 
organized opposition. The revised estimates of the Collectora are shown in 
column 3 of the accompanying statement, and now form the standards up to 
which it is thought these officers will be able to work. The Governor in, 
Council cannot at present say that any other standards would be more suitable, ! 
and if they are not adopted, the only alternative in the direction of greaterr 
liberality is to forbid any further pressure in the collection of revenue. 

6. But for the purpose of assisting the Government of India"to form aD., 
opinion as to the propriety of adopting such a course I am directed to bring 
the following facts to the notice of the Government of India. The prealubles 

No. 2165, dated 3r.! ~by, of the accompanying copies of Resolutkms quoted" 
1900. in the margin contain the replies of the Collectors , 

No. 2240, dated Hlth May, of Gujarat to an inquiry mllde by the Commis~ioner, 
1900. ,N. D., as tc whether IIny considerable section ,of 
the occupants who could afford to pay the assessment were contumaciously 
'. N R 3434 J d 9 h withholding it, and there is also appended a more 

M 1°900 - • ate t detailed report- from the Collector ,of Kairn. It, 
ay, . will be seen thllt there is ample evidence of 

combined opposition on the pllrt of notoriously wealthy people, and that savkars 
and merchants have been removing valuable property to Native l:itates, and 
that even people who have reaped irrigated crops of abnormal value in this year 
of famine have endeavoured to defeat the recovery of the assessment from them.' 
Vigorous measures were taken by the Collector of 8urat, in the greater part of 
which district there was a considerable outturn of fodder which in the, 
circumstances possessed this year an abnormal value.,and a fair yield of grain, 
and of cotton, with the result that there is now but II. small b.llance of the year's, 
revenue outstanding. Columns 1 and 8 of the accompanying statement show the 
collections, and their propqrtion to the demand in all the districts of, the" 
Presidency proper, the fifO"ures having been obtaine<l by telegrllph for the 
purpose of this report. he proportion re~overed is higher in the Panch 
Mah:Lls-the poorest district in Gujarat-than in the rich districts of 
Ahmedabad, Kaira and Brollch, and the figures for these districts offer a 
l'elll!lrkable contrast to those for all districts of the Central Division except 
Ahmednagar. The amount shown for Ahmedabad is said to include 
adjustments on IIccount of..!,e!)1is!!i9!)._SJo~, Eln.l!~~ij\.J!sessrnent. It is doubtful 
whether ,the amount recovered in that district is equal to the assessment of the 
irrigated land, which is not far short of one-tenth of the whole occupied area, 
and is of course more highly assessed than other land. The facts that the 
revisell estimates of the Collectors of the four Northern Gujarat districts lire 
very far short of the original estimates of Government ami that the collections 
in these districts are fur short of the lowest estimates which have been framed 
indicate that the action 01 the local officers has not been unduly influenced by 
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any views expressed by Government. It· seems more probable that many 
landholders who are well able to pay their asses~ment have been encouraged ~. 
withhold it by their belief that th~ Commis~ioner and some of the Collector~ 
had advocated very extensive suspensions. Proof of the theory is not possible 
hut there is little doubt that when a Collector or Commissioner report~ on a 
matter of this nature the purport of hi. report or recommendation leaks at ollC(' 

out of his office and speedily becomes public property. 

i. The Governor in Council, therefore, is of opinion that if th., 
concession above indicated or any other concession beyond what has been 
authorised by this Government is granted, it will benefit only wealthy people, 
a.nd it will strengthen their tendency to organize opposition to the recovery of 
the revenue, and be productive of trouble and difficulty for many years to come. 
Cultivators will not profit, for capitalists will only make advances to tenant" 
and debtors when there is favourable rain, and will do so in that case equally 
whether the Government dues have been discharged or not. But if the 
concession is granted in Gujarat, there would be no justification for not 
extending it to the Deccan, which, however, would even thus profit far less, 
because in it a much larger share of. the revenue has already been paid. In hi • 

• A d' 11 30 evidence before the Famine Cominission of 1880, 
ppen IX ., p.. Sir Richard Temple Baid- :-" In Bombay, the 

people of the Gujarat province, including the di.tricts of Ahmedabad l Kaira, 
Broacb, and Surat, are morall; and materially the most prosperous of any 
province in India." Portions 0 Gujarat have no doubt. suffered in more recent 
year< from unfavourable seasons, floods and other causes, but not more than the 
Deccan has done even up to the year 1896-97. In that year that Division wu.s 
in the throes of acute famine, which did not extend to Gujarat. Intervening 
seasons were less. favourable in Sholapur and the Ea8t of Poona 
and. Ahmednagar than in any district of the Northern Division, 
and iu this year the loss of crops in Khandesh, Eastern Nu.sik, Eastern 
Ahmednagar and Eastern Poona has been not less complete. To these tracts the 
remarks made at the close of parap-aph 6 of your letter apply quite as fully a~ 
to any part of Gujarat.· That province undoubtedly contains a large number of 
very poor people, but it also contains a much larger number of wealthy 
inhabitants than any other part of the Presidency. Many of these persons are 
prone to make complaints, and the Governor in Council is unable to perceive 
that Gujarat has a more valid claim than other parts of the Presidency to specially 
favourable treatment. 

8. As already stated column 7 of the accompanying statement shows the· 
collections up to date, and it seems probahle that about 11 lakhs more may he 
paid ,·oluntary, making a totsl of nearly two crores. If further pressure is pro' 
hibited, it will be necessary to reduce the· budget estimate of land revenue fur 
the current financial year by at least 37 lakhs. It has been assumed III framing 
the budget that a considerable portion of the revenue suspended in the CUlTent 
revenue year will be collected before 31st March, but it is improbable that a 
substantial part of what may be postponed in the circumstances referred to will 
be readily paid. If the course which has hitherto been followed be continued, 
and the Collectors' estimates are realized, the collections will still be nearly 18 
In khs below the budget estimate, and this deficiency occurs almost entirely in 
(iujarat. .. 
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Statement 0/ Land Revenue Collections, Joe. 

Amount now Amount Per· Per~ Per-
)( 

~eaunder :Estimated Originally oentage of oentage of Amount of oentageof Difference DUferenoe Areal 
TotalLaod by Collecton Estim.ted by ColumnS ColDmn , &ven-ne now Colu~n 1 between between Irrigated in Cultivation in 

r;dtriot. Revenue for Government Reported as Columna OolumIUI the Season the Seuon of 
Collection. 88 likely to be .. likely to be on on Collected • on hodS. fond7. of 1899-1~OO. 1898-99. Collecte<l. . Colleoted. Column 2- Column 2. ColumnS. 

1. 2. 8. f.· 6. 6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 11. 12. 

R •• Ro. R •. R •• R •• R •. Acre •• Acres, 
Ahmedabad .. , ... ... '" 15,32,000 5,70,000 12,25,600 37-2 80 3,00,000 19-6 6,55,600 9,25,600 79,451 8,1\1,162 
Panch Mahol. ... '" ... '" 3,25,503 1,22,130 2,60,403 3Ni 80 1,17,130 :\5'9 1,38,273 1,43,273 6,426 4,!it,205 
Kaira '" .. , '" ... .•. 21.00,000 11,00,000 16,80,000 52-4 80 7,00,000 33'3 5,80,000 9,80,000 41,161 6,33,533 
Broach ... ... '" ... '" 21,37,465 7,15,154 17,09,972 33-4 80. 3,13,000 14'6 9,94,818 13,96,972 997 8,49,335 
SUl"8t ... ... '" . .. '" 23,00,111 22,38,876 20,70,000 97'3 90 22,17,266 96-4 -1,68,876 -1,47,266 4,959 4,14,372 
Thona '" ... ... ... ... 12,23,518 11,50,000 11,01,166 94 90 10,00,000 81-7 -48,834 1,01,166 3 4,33,819 
Ahmednagar ... ... .. ... 15,81,000 8,81,000 10,51,000 55'7 66'ii ii,07,277 32 

I 
1,70,000 5,43,723 aX,611l 23,85,298 

Poona ... ... '" ... ... 12,07,216 7,04,326 7,07,216 58'3 iiS·6 6,64,326 5ii 2,890 42,890 ~8,378 1',oa,38H 
Nasik ... ... '" .. . ... lii,50,OOO 12,2ii,OOO 12,24,000 79 7x'9 11,00,000 70'9 -1,0011 1,24,000 44,312 1ii,98,431 
Salara ... ... ... .. . ... 19,43,000 14,45,000 11,63,000 74-3 iiS'l 12,95,000 66'6 -2,82,000 -1,32,000 66,418 14,S7,927 
Sholapur ... ... '" ... ... 11,20,000 tI,20,OOO 9,60,000 73'2 85'7 8,02,001) 71'6 1,40,000 1,58,000 1,10,074 18,18,178 
Khande.h ... '" ... ... ,41,00,000 30,50,000 28,00,000 74-4 IiS'3 24,50,000 59'7 -2,50,000 3,50,000 29,583 16,47,444 
Belgaum ... ... '" ... ... lii,60,000 15,20,627 15,43,000 97-5 98'9 14,74,056 114'5 22,373 68,944 26.243 14,87,454 
Bijapnr ... ... ... ... . .. 13,90,000 11,40,000 11,Oa,OOO 82 79--! 10,70,000 76'9 -35,000 35,000 10,608 22,60,833 
Dharwar .•• ... '" ... ... 24,81,943 24,50,688 23,48,943 98'7 94'6 24,40,68H 98'4 -1,Ol,H5 -91,745 17,530 15,36,149 
Kanara ... ... . .. ... .. . 9,M7,375 t9,52,375 9,52,375 96-4 96-4 9,46,000 95'l! - 6,375 - 2,10,558 
Kolaba ... ... '" ... ... 12,82,709 12,82,709 12,82,709 100 100 11,32,709 88'3 - 1,50,000 - 3,97,730 
Ratnagiri ... '" ... ... 8,33,919 8,23,979. 8,28,979 98'8 99'4 6,89,800 82'1 5,000 1,39,179 - 16,M8 

Total 2,96,55,819 2,21,91,864 2,40,13,363 74'8 80'9 1,92,19,252 64'8 
, 

18,21,499 47,94,111 5,84,834 2,02,14,674 _. 
'" .. . ... 

. 
-

·'FigUrf8 in Column 4: are for the revenue year, being the land revenue for that year, f1Iinm the suspensions original1y estimated by Government to be necessary, not the budget estimates for the financio.l year. 
t FilZure for ColumD 8 hal !lot been reported b1 the Oollector of KlUUlora i that in Column 4, fqr th,.t disvrict ~ tIlerefore been adopted for Column S also,_ . 
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Enclosure 2 in No. 69. 

No. 2165, dated Bom6ay Castle, the 3rd May, 1900. 

Letter from the Commissioner, N. D., to the Collectors in the Northern 
Division, No. 3324, dated 26th Ma.rch, 1900:-

, " I have the honour to ask if you have any reason to believe that any considerable 
section of khatedars in your district who can afford to pay the assessment are con
tumaciously withholding it. If so, I shall be glad to be informed what steps you have 
taken to break down their opposition." 

Memorandum from the Commissioner, N. D., No. 3924, dated 8th April, 
1900:-

Thana Collectoh No 2517, dated 27th March, 1900. 
Ko.ira. Collector's :tio. R.-2242, dated 28th March. 1900. 
Ahmedabad Oollector·. No. F.-I 309, dated 4th April, 1990. 

"Copy with copies of the 
replies received up to date from 
three . Coll~ctors submitted 'to 
Government for information." 

Letter from the Collector of Tha.na, No. 2517, dated 27th ~arch, 1900 :-
.. In reply to your letter No. 3324, dated the 26th ins~t, I have the honour to 

report that no considerable section of khatedars in this district are contumaciously 
withholding their land revenue." , 

"2. There are, of course, a few isolated instances of the kind in which 1 have 
ordered either attachment of property or sale of land, and a good number of land
owners, small and large, are putting off payment in the hope of getting suspension or 
waiting for higher prices for their grain. But in those talukas in which the 
Mamlatdars ha"e taken sufficient trouble over the matter land revenue has come in 
very well, and the fact that in some parts the collections are backward is, in my 
opinion, simply the fault of the Mamlatdars concerned, about whom I shall most 
likely have something to write later on." 

Letter from the Collector of Kaira, No. R.-2,242, dated 28th March, 1900:-
.. With reference to your No. 3,32,1, dated 26th instant, I have the honour to state 

that I have every reason to believe tha. a large number of the well-to-do patidars of 
this district, who" as I am informed, can afford to pay the assessment, are contu
maciously withholding it. The only action being.taken against them is that orders 
are being issued for the distraint of their holdings. An elIott is, I believe, being 
made by the sub-divisional officers to iake proceedings first against the leaders of the 
contl~macions parties in the various villages in the hope that when the other various 
people see the influential men being severely dealt witiJ. they will become more 
amenable. In cases of undoubted contumacy, the one-fourth fine will be levied in 
addition to the amount of the assessment due. I am glad to be able to report that a 
certain amount of success has attended the action taken, as will be seen from the 
fact that Rs. 19,532 have been recovered during the week ending 24th instant, as 
against Rs. 3,510 in the preceding week. The sub-divisional officers are proceeding 
CRl'efully and making as thorough enquiries as are practicable in each case." 

Letter from the Collector of Ahmedabad, No. F.-l,309, dated 4th April, 
1900:-

" With reference to your No. 3,324 of 26th ultimo. I have the honour to state that 
considerable numbers who can pay are contumaciously withholding_ In some cases 
moveable property is being attached, in some cases land is tQ be forfeited." 

Letter from the Colleotor of Broach, No. Fam.-2,762, dated 12th April, 
1900 :-' 

• 
"With reference to your No. 3,324, dated the 26th ult~mo, I have the honour to 

state that, though no combined action under the directions Qf any organised leading is 
apparent in the district, every holder who can avoid paying !up his dues seems to have 
made up his mind not to pay it. Mamlatdars have been t1irected to serve persons 
who, in tlieir opinion. are well-to-clo, with notices of demand and the rayats have been 
informed that if they hold back payment tprough pure obstil'lacy their lands will be 
forfeited. But the fear of forfeiture does not act so readily In the case of rich persons 
poss>ssp.d of property as the fear of attachment and sale 011 their moveable property 
which consists of gold and silver ornaments and hard ca~h. Besides, they say that 
Government will forfeit their holdings and will again :give them back free of 
ilccnpancy price and the arrea\'!l. It is Ilnder this impression tJ\:at they have intentionally 
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withheld payment. I have therefore directed the Mamlatdars that in the case of 
extre!!e recalcitration where attachment of moveable property would produce the. 
desired effect to attach it and to follow th~ usual procedure. J have also directed 
them to distinctly inform the cultivators that if their ·Iands be forfeited they will 
nevel' be given back to them but will be sold by public auction to the highest bidder. 
I have issued these instructions with a direction that this measure should be adopted 
with very great caution and discretion. I hesitated much before I e:ave this power to 
Mamlatdars, but when I found that the savkars and mercbants systematically sent out 
their valuables to the neighbouring states to avoid its being attached, I had no other 
alternative bnt to issue the order." 

Memorandum from the Commissioner; N. D., No. 4144, dated 14th April, 
1<)00:-

.. Submitted to Government in continuation of this office No. 3,924, dated 8th 
instant." 

RESOLUTION.-Recorded . 

. Enclosure 3 in No. 69. 

No. 2240, dated Bombay Castle, 10th Jfay, 1900. 

Letter from the Collector of Sm'at, No. F.-1l37, dated the 26th April, 1900:-
" In reply to your letter No. 3324, dated 20th ultimo, I have the honour to report 

that some sawkars and well·to·do khatedar. of the Mandvi, Bardoli, Valod (Mahal) 
and OIpad Talukas combined to exaggerate their distress and to withhold paying in 
the assessment. When my camp was at Mandvi I found that the collection of land 
revenue was proceelling very slowly and that the sawkars and well-to-clo had combined 
to refuse payment of the assessment. The attachment of lands had absolntely no 
effect as they imagined that the lands would be restored 01' at any rate recovered on 
easy terms next year. I accordingly issued wan-ants for the arrest of three of the 
ieacling defaulters_wkars. One warrant only was executecl with the result that 
Rs. 10,000 were paid in by sawkars on the same day and the combination in Mandvi 
and the Olpad Sub-Division practically di~ppeal'ed . 

.. 2. At Valod I found a similar combination among the sawkars which was 
broken up by the attachment, at my suggestion, of the moveable property of one of 
the ringleaders. 

. "3. In Olpad and Bardoli Talukas the opposition did not extend beyond passive 
resistance inijtigated by the better classes and was broken down by firmne.s on the 
part of the Sub-Divisional Ollicer and the Mamlatdars. 

" 4. In the BnlBar Hub-Division associations were formed by some of the leading 
Anavla. of Chikhli, .BuIBar and Pardi Talllkas, but when the leaders themsehes were 
made to pay the assessment first the rest followed their example ""d the movement 
died a natural death. 

"5. In the Jalalpllr Talnka I found that the Kolis of Qne village, Bodali, had 
met in panch and passed a resolution to fine and outcast .any who paid their revenue. 
I called the leading members of Ihe panch and pointetJ. out to them the illegality and 
the consequence of such action and insisted on their paying first in the presence of 
the whole village. 

" 6. It may be said to the credit of the Kali Paraj and poorly classes of culthat"r. 
that they did not join in any such movement and in spite of their comparatively 
limited resources have paid off their dues 1\. far as lay in th9ir power." 

• Memorandum from the Commissioner, N. D., No. 4724, dated 1st May, 1900:-
"S.ubmitted to Government in continuation of this office No. 4144, dated 

14th,ultimo." 

RESOLUTION.-The Collector should be informed that Government approve 
of the action taken by him, which in the circumstances was judicious. 

10066 IID2 
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Enclosure 4 in No. 69. 

Letter from the Collector'o.f Kaira to the Commissioner, N. D., So. R-3434, 
dated the 9th 1lfay, 1900. 

I have the honuur to return your No. 4364, dated the 21st ultimo, and to 
report as follows :-

~. The steps taken to collect Government demand this year are these: 
Early in December last the statement prescribed in paragraph 3 of Government 
Resolution No. 8345, dated the 22nd November, 1899, was ordered to .be, 
prepared for every village. It was ready by the beginning of January, and 
notices of demand were issued against those who fell into any of the classes 
specified .therein. But they 'Yere regarded by the p~ople as mere w~ste paper. 
CompulSion had, therefore, to oe resorted to, and detaIled orders consistent with 
the declared policy of Government were issued. Forfeiture of'lands in respect 
'to which the arrears were due was as a preliminary step authbrised. Attach. 
ment of moveable property was also allowed only in cases in which it was 
known to be sufficient to meet with the Government demand without causinl§ 
deprivation of necessities to the defaulters. The authority to order distraints 
was of course restricted to the !:iub· Divisional Officers, i.e., Assistant and Deputy 
Collectors. 

3, The above processes were carefully and steadily applied. The better 
results in the beginning of February were due to them. But the effects were 
only temporary and a lull began towards the end of that month, as the 
preliminary step of simple forfeiture was regarded as a mere threat by the 
people, whose attitude in the matter of collection is well known to you. Day 
by day It became more astute. So far as my information goes, subscriptions 
were raised to send deputations and to meet other charges in this connection. 
Memorials were printed and forwarded to all offices in large numbers by all 
alike protesting against the levy of assessment this year. All possible obstacles 
were thrown in the way of Government officials. Y aluables were removed to 
safe quartp.rs or buried. Orders regarding the precautionary measures were 
openly defied, and crops removed and stored in secure places to avoid attach· 
ments. Some of the patels too took a leading part, and I had to set an example 
by suspending the worst of them. Those who were hontlst enough to pay were 
looked upon with utter contempt and threatened with excommunication. They 
were, however, careful enough to pay punctually the judi due on their inam land 
to save it from forfeiture. Such land 'Can, however, be legally attached £~r 
arrears due on account of Government khalsa land, and orders accordingly 
issued. 

4. More stringent measures were thought necessary, and sales of forfeited 
lands were ordered, but I am happy to say not a single sale has up to now been 
allowed to be completed. In test cases, distraint of moveable property waS 
ordered, and in the worst cases action had to be taken under Section 14t of the 
Land Revenue Code. The steady incr.ease in the flow of collections is the 
result of t,hese steps, as will be seen from the statement marked" A " appended 
to this letter. And with a view to deal a final blow at the combination I have 
order~ the levy o~ notic~ fees .and .:1 penalties in cas~s of obstina.cy after the 
15th IDstant. ThiS, I thmk, Will brmg round the Barna; who has hitherto kept 
in the back ground. ' 

5. In conclusion I beg to bring to your notice the case of the Talukdars, 
Udhadars, and other large landholders. A heavy amount is due ,from them, 
but as yet I have taken no steps against them, as, practically they ha~e receiven 
no rents this year. The question is engaging my close attention, and I will 
'very shortly decide what to do in their case. 

6. The above will, I hope, satisfy you as to the action taken and 1.ht~ 
~(j5ults achieved in the matter. 
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Annexure. 

,statement showing total land revenue collections during the year 1899-1900. 

Week Ending. I 
Total Collections 

I lIAlmarb. During the Week. 
\ 

R •• 
ard February, 1900 ... . .. 49,982 

10th " " 
... ... 33,388 

17th " " 
... ... 14,854 

24th " " 
... ... 22,213 . . 

3rd March " 
. .. ... 8,762 

10th " " 
... ... 4,044 

17th " " 
... . .. 3,510 

24th ." " ... ... 19,532 

31st " " 
... ... 27,597 

7th April 
" 

... ... 22,248 

14th 
" " 

... ... 15,941 Decrease 
owing to 

21.t " " 
... ... 24,669 Ell.. t e r 

holiday •• 
28th 

" " 
... ... 30,132 

5th May 
" ... ... 34,311 

Total ... ... 3,11,183 , 

No. 70. 
Letter from T. W. Holderness,- Esq., C.S.!., Secretary to the Government oj 

India, to the Chief Secretary to the Government of Bombay (Famine), 
No. 1409 F. dated Simla, tIle 7th July, 1900. 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 2599, dated 2bt 
-June 1900, reporting on the policy which has been pursued iu the present 
famine by the Government of Bombay with regard to the collection of the land 
<l'evenue. 

2. The figures appended to your letter show that iu four out of the fi-ve 
districts in Gujarat, very considerable leniency has in point of fact been exercised 
in the collection of the land revenue by the collectors, and it is inferred that their 
-estimates for the remainder of the year, though very much below the estimates 
reported to this Government in October last, are accepted by the Government of 
Bombay as a reasonable standard which may be attained so long as coercion is 
'kept withiu strictly reasonable limits, and which will not be exceeded. On these 
~stimates about 30 lakhs remain for collection, of which 11 lakhs more may, it is 
thought, be voluntarily paid in, if further pressure is prohibited. The prohibi
tion of further pressure will thus afrect the sum of about 19 lakhs, and the 
-Government of India are asked as to whether such prohibition is desired or not 
by them.' _ 

3. I am to remark that no suggestion was made in my letter of the 23rd 
May 1900 that -the enforcement of all coercive processes should be stopped. 
There are undoubtedly cases eveu in a year of very great distress, in· whic.h 
-coercion is justifiable and necessary. The Government of India neither had nor 
have any intention of interfering with the discretion of the Government of Bombay 
~n the matter. 
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4. The Governor-General in Council in my letter above referred to confined 
himself to the general principle that, in a period of widespread and severe-distress 
originating from general failure of the crops over large areas, it is advisable to 
grant suspensions freely and promptly, and to confine coercive processes to the 
small and well defined minority of persons who can pay the demand without 

~convenience and difficulty. It is urged in your. letter that this is the actual 
practice which has been enjoined on district and divi&ional officers this year in 
the Bombay Presidency, and that the procedure described in paragraph 3 does 
not involve minute and inquisitorial inquiries. If this view of the position be 
correct, there in no difference of opinion hetween the two Goy-ernments as to the 
proper policy to be pursued. It is impossible however, to peruse the proceedings 
of the local Government without being struck with the fact that this estimate 
of the procedure prescribed for divisional and district officers was not the opinion 

formed respecting it by the officers who were 
Letter No. 3389, dated 27th responsible for its application. They appear to have 

March 1900. from the Com- fi d . d' ffi' .. 
missioner. Northern Division. oun It a I cult, It not an ImpossIble, problem 

. to divide with accuracy the general body of agri-
cultural occupants in a year of the present severity into those who were not well
to-do, and those who were sufficiently well-to-do to justify press.ure to pay. It 
is of course possible that these officers were mistaken as to the difficulty of the 
task or that they set about it in the wrong way. But. the impression which 
the cOl'respondence has left on the mind of the Government of India is th3t the 
task would have been made easier for them had they been told at an earlier date 
that the Goyernment had seen cause to reconsider the standard of revenue 
collections reported to the Government of India in October llS99, and that it was 
prepared to accept a much lower one. From paragraph 2 of your letter it is 
understood that the October estimate of collections was communicated to 
collectors provisionally for guidance. It is riow recognised to have been an 
impossible standard, and has been in practice set aside. But the process of 
setting it aside has been lengthy, and has been accompanie.l hy much argnment 
and disputation between the Government and its officers, by I11n~h uncertainty 
on the part of the latter as to what the Goyemment actually expected them to 
.accomplish, and by active controversy in the public press, European and Native. 
These disadvantages might, in the opinion of the Governor-General in Council, 
have been avoided, had liberal limits for suspensions been fixed at an early date 
for each district. 

5. In paragraph 4 of your letter it is':said that there is no wish that the 
landholders of the Bombay Presidency should be treated with less liberality than 
those of other parts of India, and enquiry is made as to ,what is the practice else
where. The correspondence enclosed in this letter will show that in the Central 
Provinces this year 70 per cent. of the year's demand has been suspended. In 
the filmine tract of the Dellii Division of the Punjab, which is the part of that 
province most severely affected by drought, more than one half of the demand 
has been suspended. In the famine of 189 i revenue to the amount of about one 
and a half crores was suspended in the north-western Provinces and Oudh, the 
suspensions being distributed· over the several districts in proportion to their 
respective crop losses and their general condition. In the same famine suspensions 

aggregating Rs. 33,60,000 were given in four Deccan· 
• ~ulfool. districts of Madras on the year's demand of Rs. 
~a:.';!pur. 63,09,000. Had the Madras Pre~idency this. year 
Cuddapah. suffered to the same extent as GUJarat, there IS no 

doubt that, under the rules which are in force in 
th.\t Presidency, suspensions wo~d have been given at once, and before the issue 
of notices·, on a very liberal scale, with reference mainly to the extent to which 
the crops failed in each district, sub-division, or group of villages, and· without 
i.nquiry into the individual circumstances of the ryots. The Government of 
India do' not suggest that the practice of other provinces in this matter is in all 
reSfJ6cts suitable to the land-revenue system of the Bombay Presidency. But 
they think the answer to the inquiry contained in paragraph 4 of your letter 
is that greater liberality in suspensions of land-revenue is, as a rule, shown in 
other temporarily settled provinces than has been the practice in the past in the 
Bombay Presidency. At the same time they willingly admit that the collections. 
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up to date this year in several districts of the Presidency, al\e practical evidence 
that a hirge portion of the revenue demand has been left with the occupants. 

6. These observations are confined to the question of suspensions. There 
is no reason why every suspension should involve ultimate remission of a 
·corresponding amount of land-revenue.' The case for liberality and promptitude 
in the matter of revenue suspensions, when the country is suffering under a 
wide-spread calamity, is well put in paragraphs 6 and 14 of the letter of the 
Chief Commissioner of the Central Provinces. As regards remissions, however, 
the case is different. If the land-revenue assessment is light or moderate, if 
the general condition of the landholders before the famine was good, and if the 
tract shows signs of prompt recovery at its close, a large portion of the 
suspended revenue should ultimately be capable of collection. There is then 
time (which is wanting in the stress and hurry of famine relief) to make careful 
inquiries into the circumstances of individual landholders ; while with the revival 
of credit pressure on the part of the revenue authorities has then a less injurious 
effect, and is then accepted as reasonable by the great body of landholders. It 
seems to the Government of India that, if this distinction between suspensions 
and remissions is clearly preser\'ed, increased liberality in -the matter of 
suspensions need not necessarily be attended by corresponding loss of revenue. 

No. 71. 

Resolution of G01Jernment, No. 3265,' dated Bombay Castle, t!le 
5th September, 1900 . 

• 
As the revenue year 1899·-1800 has now closed, His Excellency the 

Governor in Council considers it desirable to issue the following further 
instructions with regard to t.he collection of land revenue pertaining to that or 
previous years, and at the same time to call attention to certain provisions of 
the law which there may be some riik of being misconstrued. . 

. 2. If, as is hoped, the harvests of the cuqent year are good, it will be' 
legitimate, and no doubt in many cases expedientj to adopt the precautionary 
measures authorized iu Sections 140 and 141 of the Land Revenue Code. The 
revenue 9f the current year is properly a first charge on the crop, and the 
lien. should he enforced where the crop is good IlOd leaves after discharge of the 
Government dues a balance sufficient for the maintenance until another harvest 
of the cultivator and those dependent on him. But it is important to bear 
in mind that this lien is only to the. extent of the current year's revenue 
and the utmost care must. be taken to avoid lmy action likely to lead to 'the 
mortgage of the crops on account of arrears of revenue of past years. When. 
the crops are reaped, it will be a question for consideration whether the outturn; 
is or is not such as will enable the occupant, without borrowing, to pay also 
P&rt or the whole of what is due for the previous year. 

S. In any case in which land has not been cultivated owing to the 
occupant's want of means, the responsibility for the assessmeut, in consequence 
of notice of relinquishment not having been given before the date prescribed 

. in Section 74 of the Land Revenue 'Oode, should not be enforced. In almost . 
all such cases it will be in accorduJ1ce with the principles which have been 
laid down to remit the arrears of previous years. But care should be taken 
to confine the benefit or these conces~ions to persons who, being iu actual 
occupation directly under Government, have not the meaUR of cultivation. 
Superior holders, whether registered as occupants or not, who are not 
impoverished, but who, for reasons other than· inability tu provide the cost of 
cultivation have allowed land to remain fallow are not entitled to it. 
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4. In the recovery of arrears, the orders already iosued should be very 

strictly carried out. There should be no further delay in rigorously enforcing 
the provisions of the law against defaulters about whose possession of means. 
to pay there is no doubt. For the preseut, others should be in no way pressed. 
The instruction that no order of destraint, which of course should be held 
applicable to forfeiture of land, shall be· issued by an officer below the grade 
ot Assistant or Deputy Collector must be adhered to pending further orders 
without any modification whatever, and Government will notice with severe 
displeasure any' departure from it which conies to their knowledge. . The 
Collectors should make all subordinate officers clearly understand that the 
adoption by them of any measures which are not authorised by the law or 
orders will meet with punishment. . 

5. Whe~, however, the condition ~f the crops is definitely known, it 
should be cons1dered whether the outturn 1S such as to admit of the payment 
of a part or, whole of the arrears, as Well as of the current year's revenue, 
without unduly curtailing the cultivators' means of subsistence. Such 
ocpupants as get good crops on a considerable area of lund, may be able to 
discharge all their dues without difficulty. In other cases in which the 
occupants are not clearly well-to-do, it may be desirable to recover a part only 
of the arrears and leave the balance for levy in future years. In cases in 
which, owing to the small size of the holding or the poverty of the crop, the 
outturn is not such as will leave any balance after discharging the year's 
assessment and supplying the means of subsistence until another harvest, the 
arrears may be at once remitted. 

6. His Excellency the Governor in Council recognizes that considerable 
trouble will be involved in carrying out these orders, but it is impossible 
otherwise to combine the recovery of such revenue as in the interests of the 
State ought- to be levied with such relief' as may be fairly accorded to 
impoverished cultivators, and he confidently relies on the officers of Govern
ment to spare no pains to secur~ that object. TiJ.nely steps should be taken 
to obtain such detailed information as is necessary for the purpose, the Circle 
Inspectors being required to complete their inspections and write up their· 
books without any avoidable delay. As regards the kharif crops. Village 
Form No.3, Part I., should be filled up by village officers before the end of· 
September. The Circle Inspectors should Cfonduct their inspections ami checks
of the forms, not merely after the completion of the form by the village 
officers, but during its compilation, in order that its progress and the genuine
ness of the field inspections by the village officers may be assured. A second 
inspection of the rabi-sown areas should be made by the village officers in 
November, and should be subjected to similar check by the Circle Inspectors._ 
The check should be principally directed to the correct registration of the areas 
left unsown. Returns of such areas should be compiled number by number· 
for each village and submitted to the Collector under the certificate of the 
Circle Inspector that he has personally inspected the village and believes the 
retlll'Il to be correct. The work of the Circle Inspectors must be diligently 
supervised and che!)ked by the Mamlatdars and Assistant and Deputy Collectors,. 
as well as by the District Inspector and Superintendent of La.nd Records and 
Agriculture. As Boon as possible after the prospects of the rabi harvest are
known, there should be submitted to Government estimates of the amounts· 
likely to be collected on account of the revenue of the year, and on account of 
arrears, also of the amount of arrears which should be held over for recovery 
in fut.ure years, and of the amount which should be remitted at once. 
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MORTALITY IN GUJARAT. 

No. 72. 

Telegram from the Secretary to the Government of India, Department of 
. Re!.enue and A.qriculture, to the Chief Secretary to the Governmelit of 

Bombay, Famine, IVo. 1010-F. dated Simi", the 18th May, 1900. 

Your letter No. 471-M., dated 10th May. Government of India are greatly, 
concerned at terrible mortality shown by March death-rates of districts in 

• Northern Division, and they fear that no improvement has since taken place:, 
They would suggest that expansioll of village gratuitous relief and of kitchen .. 
relief may possibly be required. 

No. 73. 
Letter from J. Monteath, Esq., C.SJ., I.C.S., Chief Secretary to the Government 

of Bombay, to the Secretar.1I to the Government of India, Df.partment of 
Revenue and Agriculture, No. 2369, dated Bomb.~y Castle, the 26th May, 
1900. 

With reference to your telegram No. 1010-F. of 18th instsnt, I am directed 
to make the following remarks for the information and consideration of the 
Government of India in amplification of my telegram No. 678, dated 24th instant~ 
which was as follows :- . 

" Your telegram lOlO-F. of 18th" Extension of dole to people leaving works from 
illness and to such scared away by cholera as are in dansrer of starvation has been for· 
Bome time authorised. This Government having consulted Commissiuner think more 
liberal gratuitous relief would involve great danger of general demoralization and 
abandonment of 'works. Letter follows." 

2_ . The exceedingly high mortality in Gnjarat districts has been for some 
time a matter of the gravest anxiety and perplexity to His Excellency the Governor 
ip Conncil. The canijes of it are still being investigated by the Sanitary CommiB

..sioner, to whom &II assistance available tor the pnrpose has been offered. The 
Commissioner, N. D., has expressed the opinion that the general cause is the 
novel shock of famine to people used to good wages and comparatively luxuriouS: 
food and easy life. This theory, which has been adopted by some of the 
Collectors, clearly cannot apply to the Panch MaMIs, where thp. death-rate haS. 
been highest, as the great bulk of the inhabitants of that district are more inured. 
~rivation than those of any other"district in the Presidency. In Ahmedabad. 
and Broach whilst the mortality has been very high the average cost of relief OIL 
works haij been materialy greater than elsewhere, partly it is believed because 
the wage was calculated on a basis very favourable to the worker and" paitly· 
~use deduction for short work was not common. So fur as experience ill 
any other p'trt of India is a guide, the wage which it is open to every able-bodied 
per~on to earn is sufficient for the maintenance of health and strength and the 
moderate amount of work which is exacted is calculated to be beneficial rather 
than injurious .. Further, the testimony, medical and other, is virtually unanimous 
that with rare exceptions, almost all of new-comers, the physical condition of 
people while on the wOl'ks is good. 

3 •. As regards gratuitous relief' this Go;ernment have continuously enjoined 
on the collectors the necessity of giving it to all who are entitled to it under the 
rules of the Code. It has been directed that in any case in which the death of 
& resident is considered to be due to starvation it should be explained how it 
became possible if village inspection and village relief were properly organized. 
Prefe:ence has been expressed for relief by cooked food so far as it is convenient 
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and practicable, but i,t has been repeatedly ordered that infirm people should not 
be required to go alJ:"l1nrelfson~ble diBtanc~ for-the purpose and that t.he dole 
should be given to any who have bona fide scruples about the receipt of cooke~ 
food. The need of giving temporary relilli',to destitute wanderers until they can 
be Bent to a poor-house has also been pointed out, and an order- of which a copy 

• . accompanies, has been passed for the conveyance of 
Government Resolutiou such persons to a poorhouse and fortheir -compul. 

No. 2289, dated 15th May" 'd hi' "- bl 1900: .. . sory res) ence t ere un ess or until tuey are a e 
and, willing to work. It has been reported from 

several districts that people falling ill on works will not go to the hospital but 
retur'll to their homes. The admission of them. to the dole unt.il they are able 
tb work has, been authorised, it being at the same time directed that all possible' 
efforts should be made to keep then'! on the works, such as have a repugnance to 
the hospital being, if pmcticable, treated in· separate huts. It has also been 
ordl'red that such of the very large numbers of people frightened from the works 
by outhreaks of cholera as are in danger of starvation should receive gratuitous 
relief, but that the principles enunciated in Sections 49 (/) and 61 (a) of the 
Famine Relief Code Rhoul;flie adhered "to. '"There -can 'be little doubt that if 
there is any lax distribution of gratuitous relief to able-bodied people, the works 
will be aoonrloned and general demoralization will result. The Commissioner, 
N. D., reports that" many if not· most Qf the deaths have been among person 
returning sick frQm the works or already on the dole or otherwise mocj.erately 
provided for; most of the remainder are among vagrants, very difficult to deal 
with." ,On the whole His' Excellency in Council is of opinion that the hig-h 
mortality cannot be attributed to any undue restriction of gratuitous relief and 
that no material expansion of it is possible without risk of widespread 
demoralization. ' 

4. At the same time it is recognized that the situation is exceedillgly grave 
and that no measure which gives promise of alleviation should be omitted. The 
inortality already high from causes not discovered has been greatly increased by 
cholera and it can scarcely be hoped that it will be possible to give relief in time 
to all of the many thousands of people whQ have deserted the works on account 
of violent outbreaks of that disease. The Commissioner, N. D., has been 
authQrised to open small village works to the extent to which reasonably efficient 
supervision. including that of infiuentiiU non-official gentlemen, iii available. 
It is probable that many who are deterred by fear of cholera from returning to 
the larger works will accept employment nearer home on somewhat ~maller 
wages. At the same time the larger works on which cholera has been epidemic 
are' closed and others opened in their stead. There have been appointed to 
Gujarat Districts 33 additional European officers, inclUding six medical men, 
a.-nd one native Commissioned officer to assist in checking the spread of cholera, 
to induce able-bodied persons in need to go to the works and to see that grat:.:i
tous relief is properly administered. Such intelligent native nOll-commissioned 
officers and privates as the military authorities cao spare are also being employed. 
It does not appt:ar to the Governor in Council that it is possible to do more with 
hope of effect or withont risk of evil results, but if any other measure likely to 
be useful suggests itself to His Excellency the Governor General in Council, this 
Government will willingly try it. . 

5. Reverting to the questioll of the prohable causes of the, exceedingly 
high death-rates, I am to state that His Excellency in Council.hesitates to express 
any definite opinion until the investigation is complete. There will however be 
found in another letter which will follow evidence of extensh'e immigration intQ 

. at least one district. A large proportion of the immigrants arrive in a red uced 
and ma,ny in a moribund condition. This is especially the case with tho~1l 
attracted to large towns by the hope of private charity, and these will neither go 
of tl,eir own accord to or willingly stay in poor-houses. The deaths of these 
immigrants disproportionately increase the registered rate of mortality, which is 
calculated on the resident population. There is however little doubt that the 

_II!Qrtalitv amongst that population is also great. The diseases returned are 
mainly diarrhooa, dysentery and fever, but the Sanitary Commissioner says that, 
the symptons as regards the last are not those ot' famine fever. The unusual 
brackishlless of water in this year of excessive drought which was found to be 



injurious to many of thE: irrigated crops may be also deleterious to the h~an 
system. Works on which virulent outbreakR of cholera occurred have been 
gpecially mentioned as those which many people previously left on account·of 
illness, and in both cases it seems probable that the cause was to be found in 
the water .. A full report will however be submitted 81' soon a8 the investigation 
is comp~ete. 

Enclosure in No. 73. 

No. 2289, dated Bombay Cas(fe, the 15th May, 1900. 

Resolution.-The Commissioner, N.D., has already been authorised by 
telegram to direct that all destitute wanderers be takell. by force if necessary to 
a poor.house and compelled tp stay there unless or uutil they are able and, 
willing to work. In the Gujarat Districts, where cholera is prevailing in a.n 
epidemic form, a notification under the Epidemic Diseases. Act would plsee the 
legality of this course beyond:-que!Jbioft'.-Rut HM- Excellency the Governor in 
Council considers that similar action should be taken wherever there is acute 
famine and that it is justified by the fact that it constitutes the only effective 
)Ileans of saving the lives of these people. In the Report of the Indian Famine 
Commission of 1880, Volume III, page 181, it is stated with reference to 
suggestions to give power of compulsion by legislation :-" It does not appear 
however that the absence of this legal authority hampered officers to any 
material extent in doing what they felt to be the wisest and most humane thing 
for these paupers." It has generally been assumed that a poor-house as distinct 
from a kitchen is a place where the ordinary inmates are compelled to reside. 
and effect should be given eVE:rywhere to this principle. 

2. Separate orders have been Qr will be issued on the questions of dealing 
with people who have left works on account of cholera and of supplying more 
};uropean officers. 

Annexure I, to Government Resolution, Famine Department, No. 2289, 
dated 15th May, 1900. 

lAtter from the OommissioruJr, N. D. to the Chief Secretary to Government, Famine Depart. 
ment, No. 4738, dated lst May, 1900. , 

i 

I have the honour to report the information I receive from the disb'eBBed dilitricts of 
this Division in order to place on record some hint of the conditions the Collectors and 
their staffs. have now to deal with and also for anr instructions that Government msy be 
pleased to ISSue. 

2. The Collector of Ahmedabad says the number of starving destitnte round the city 
is .. appalling." They won't go to the poor-houses uf which there are several if they have 
to stay in them. Nor will the,. work. The only condition on which they will accept 
help is that they are allowed to wander away after a meal and hang about the roads for 

_ oasual charity. 'i'he ambulance system starte(t under this office circnlar of 31st March, 
oT course, only touches them when they have reached the stage of exhaustion. The 
foolish practice of givi~g alms without any system is no doubt largely responsible for this. 
It haa drawn and contmnes to draw t·he lazy and the vagrant as to a great centre from 
miles around. Additional tronbles are a recent ontbreak of cholera in the Government 
poor-house, and the dsath yesterday from small·pox of Mr. Manibhai Premsbhai, l'rosident 
of the Municipality, a most benevolent and energetic citizen, who will be greatly missed. 

a. In Kaira cholera has broken out on five large works, and the people are leaVing 
them in large numbera. The problem is what to do with them in their villages. If the,. 
are 'put on the dole right off, everyone will leave the works and go home to live for 
nothing. If not given dole, they will die in crowds. At present the Collector is h~lding 
his hand in the hope that cholera will (lecresee and that there" ill be a reflux ba( k to the 
works. 
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4. In the Panch Mahals the Collector has already officially reported direct to you hi 
his No. 2,523 of 28th ultimo the outbreak of cholera on the Kanelao .Tank, the .. horror" of 
which is described by a cool·headed man like Mr. Stewart as .. beyond description." The 
people of courRe have left and the same difficulties threaten as in Kaira. 

Ii. The only immediate course I have to respectfully suggest is that, if anyhow 
possible, more European help of the right sort may be afforded. The unexpected difficulty 
of dealing with people even in the Kaira District who are unwilling to go upon any work 
indicates the necessity of dividing the district up into smaller sections than hitherto with 
a superior officer over it responsible for supervision of \til phases of famine relief, inclnding 
village inspection. . . . -. 

Annexure II. 

Telegram from. the Chief Secretary to Government, Famine Department, til tlul Com
missioner, N. D., No. 409, dated 4th May, 1900, 

Your letter 4,738 of 1st instant, paragraph 2. You are authorized to direct thai all 
destitute wanderers be taken by force if necessary to a poor-hoose and compelled to Ita,. 
there unless or nntil they are able and willing to work. 

No. 74. 
No. 2,407, dated Bombay Castle, the 30th May, 1900. 

Government memorandum to the Collector of the Panch Mahals, No. H.-505, 
dated 12th May, 1900 :-

"The nndersigned presents compliments to the vollector of the Panch Mahals, 
and is directed to request that he will be good enough to submit at once a report on 
the statements contained in the letter from Mr. F. C. Aldrich published in the 
Times of India of the 11th May, 1900, and if they are true, or even approximately 
true, to furnish an explanation how, and why, and through whose negligence things 
have been allowed to reach such a pass." 

Government memorandum to the Commissioner, N. D., No. H.-506, dated 
12th May, 1900-Forwardinga copy of the above. 

Telegram from the Government of India, Department of Revenue and 
Agriculture (Famine), dated 17th May, 1900. 

" Attention of Government of India has been attracted to article headed' Famine 
Bcenee in Dohad,' published in Pioneer, 14th May, and they will be glad to receive 
at an early date a report as to the amount of truth there is in this article." 

Letter from the Collector of the Panch Mabals, No. 3,122, dated, 22nd May, 
1900:-

.. I have the honour to submit the following report on the letter from Mr. F. C. 
Aldrich, published in the Timl's of India of the 11th instant, as called for in your 
memorandum No. M.--505 of the 12th instaut . 

.. 2. I would premise by saying that neither I nor any other officer in this district 
has any idea who Mr. Aldrich is. I gather from his letter that he went to Dohad by 
th~ only train in the day from A'nand, arriving there at 12.52, and left by the only 
retnrning train at 15.43. The result of this visit of something under three hours 
is a letter which is not only highly coloured, but as misleading as casual observation 
and most imperfect enquiry could make it . 

.. 3. The Dohad-Limdi Road work being nearly completed, work was opened on 
the Dohlid Tank in the middle of 1>farch and in the week ending April 28th there WaS 
an averal(e daily attendance of 7,317 worker.s with a daily average of 936 dependants 
and children fed in the kitchen. As Government are aware cholera broke out in a 
very se'ere form over a great part of the country in the end of April. On May 1st, 
8S cases were reported from Doh:id, I went there for the day to see. that proper 
arrangements were made for the prisoners in the jail and inhabitants of the poor
house. There had then been two or three cases on the relief work, but it was hoped 
that anything like .. s<'vere outbreak might be prevented. On the 2nd, however, 
54 deaths occurred, and on the 3rd, 67, and on that date Captain Southey who is in 
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charge of the works iii Doluld and -Jh:ilod uuder the Executive Enll'ineer closed the 
tank work and made .immediate arrangements for opening work on the Doh:id-Alinijpur 
Road at a spot about 4 miles from 1J0Md town. As a matter of fact men had been 
working for some day. at that spot and at two o,hpr places close by, digging wells to 
secure an adequate supply of water in case .. n outbreak of cholera rendered it necessary 
to move the cdmp. Work was opened at the new camp on the 7th; and subsequently 
the people were· transferred to the Muwala Tank site which is between two and 
three miles from Dohlid. .There has been j or months a work in progreBB at Garblidu, 
12 miles from DoMd to the south, and since the middle of March a large tank work 
also at JMlod, 22 miles to the north. So much for the arrangements for workers. 
N a one was ever transferred to a work 25 miles off. Everyone coming w .... taken 
on at the neareHt work which was less than five miles off. . 

.. 4. Next as to people unable to work. From the beginning of January there 
has been· a poor-holise in DoMd, tiot hidden away as one might imagine fromtlie 
fact that Ml' Aldrich fails to mention it, but open to everyone asking for relief and 
open to everyone to inspect. The average daily numbers in it were 718 in the week 
ending April 21ot, 51!4 in the week ending April l!8th, and [)01· in the week ending 
May 5th, a large decrease, though, as I will show, numbers· of people were collected 
in Doh:id town and sent into it. It needs more than. a casual visit to appreciate 
the difficulties of· dealing with Bhils. With regular meals they cannot be got to 
stay in the poor-house, and though gi ven Clothin~ to cover their naked bodies, they 
sell it and appear a. naked again. When I went to the poor-house on the lst there 
were holes all round the enclosure where people had broken out during the night 
urged by fear of cholera or by some wandering instinct which will not let them keep 
still. Presumably Mr. Aldrich was not informed of the outbreak of cholera, as he says 
nothing of it. Anyon~ who knows what it means when cholera breaks out in a camp 
of 7,000 Bhils, when the sweepers strike and the Hospital Assistant, the only available 
medical aid, promptly applies for leave as was the case at DoMd, would scarcely be 
surprised at seeing dead bodie.; but the picture presented by Mr. Aldrich's letter is 
a .misrepresentation which. whAn made without any attempt at enquiry, is very little 
ramov~d from· a deliberate falsehood. In his very first paragraph he presents a 
terrible.soene of starving people sitting down beneath trees to shelter themselves 
from tlie pi<ile.s sun. Considering that his visit was at the hettest time of the day 
when no work is done and everyone seeks what shade can be got, the description is 
nothing but sensational nonsense. If Mr. Aldrich could speak to the people he would 
very soon have found out the trilth, but as he has lamentably failed to do so; it is but' 
fair to conclude that he does not know the language. and is dra~ing entirely on his I 
imagi:~ul:ti~n when he retails their statements that there is no one to give . 

.. 5. As to the second paragraph it is (rue that there were budie. in th" mila east, 
of the town. They had been collected there to be burned, but it most emphatically is 
not true that there was lying ill the town the body of a woman who had died two, 
days before. It is also true that the non-official members of the Dohitd Municipality 
have done nothing to help. The richer people of the town promised handsome 
subscriptions, of which they have paid nothing, and in January, when I camped at 
DobRd, the Hindus were giving indigestible food tl) a disorderly mob of people and. 
children without arrangemellt or method, but that the official members of the 

. Municipality ha.ve mad~ no arl"'clngements is not true. From the beginning emaciated' 
. people hllve been regularly removed from the town to the poor house, and when,' 
owing to the almost total failure of the lllhowra crop, the number of destitute Bhils 
thronging into the town inrreased, it was divided into four regular wards with a 
speci.u peon in charge of each, and two carts were employed to carry people t6 the 
poor-house. When cholera broke out t.he District Deputy Collector came into DoMd 
from his camp, and on the 3rd, 4th, and 5th was moving about in the town from 7 to 11 
each morning, and on the 4th Hself had a dozen carts working. 'I he number of people 
thus conveyed to the poor· house by the Municipality from within Municipal limits. 
was, for the week ending April 21st, 4a5, for the week ending April 2~th, 350, for the 
week ending May 5th, 'nn, the total number ,,(lmitted to the poor·house for the .hree 
weeks aggregating 1,V 11, and the total of those sent to work and those who ran a way 
1,224. It will thus be seen th,t it Wi\S only by the persistent efforts of the Municipal 
executive that people could b. kept in the poor-house at all. In case the large number 
of runaways may be ascribed to unkind treatment, I may point out that the same 
difficulty has been experienced in JbRlod, where for some time a most kindly and 
sympathetic missionary was in charge of .the poor-house, and in Godhra, where the 
ohauoe of. a small handful of grain from some shopkeeper has induced people over 
and over again to break out of the poor-house at night. The concluding paragraphs 
of Mr. Aldrich '8 letter are pure sensation, and <to not seem to call for any special 
remarks. On tbe day he went to DobRd .there were ·there besides the local officials, 
viz., the Distriot Deputy Collector and the Mamlatdlir, Captain Southey, 1.S.C., on duty 
at tile relief camp, and I.ieutenant James, I.S.C., who went there especially on the 3rd 
to look after the poor-house. Mr. Aldrich can scarcely have failed in his walk throngh 
the town to s •• the fort in wbich tbe Mamlatdar's .,lIice is situated, or the bungalo\v in 
which tbe Eut'opean officers were living, yet to not one of these officera did he go to 
enquire what \V1l8 being done or could be done. C"ptain Southey writes to me that 
on the 4th he was e~ed the whole morning in collecting fr'lm the tank and its 
vicinity the bodies of those who had died of chol~r& the previous night and that day, . 
and that in the evening he went round again and could not see one left. He adds 
that there was great difficnlty in getting the work done as the sweepers bad all bolted 



and he eonsidprs that so far from doing nothing, the municipal authorities hart got the 
,place cleared as soon as they possibly could. He himself saw th,e munioipal carta a\ 
work at 5.30 a.m • 

.. 6'. I am sending this report through the Commissioner, who himself went to 
Dohad on the 5th, and he will be able to say whether the state of things on that d"y 
gives any ground for believing the picture presented of the previous day, and 1 would 
merely add a hope that Government will not allow an imputation of this son 
published in the public press to rest upon officers who had been working for now 
nearly nine months to save life amongst a people who will not work nor be regularly 
fed, and who, if, they are to be saved at all, must be saved by force in spite of 
themselves." 

¥emorandum from the Commissioner, N. D., ,No. 5,640, dated the 23rd 
, May, 1900 :- ' 

" Forwarded. 

"The Commissioner can corroborate Mr. Stewart's report of his personal 
knowledge, having been ,In Dohad on the 5th, 6th, and 7th May. That distressing 
scenes were to be witnessed is too true, but nothing else could be expected after Buch 
a violent outbreak of cholera, which not only resulted in many deaths on the work, 
but dispersed 7,000 panic.stricken and destitute people, many of them already seized 
or about to be seized by the disease. At the poor·house an organised ambulance service 
was at work, and the poor people, as they were bronght in, were either kindly treated 
in the cholera wards, or; if only exhansted, were fed with milk nnder the care of a 
European nurse. All this was as noteworthy as the apathy of the townspeople and the 
reluctance of the unhappy wanderers to come into the poor, house so long'as they 
thought there was a chance of getting a few grains of corn outside from iIl·advised 
charity. Such was the effect of the efforta made ,that Mr. Lely, on going through part 
of the town with Captain Southey on the morning of the 7th to see the site of the new 
work being prepared at Muwala, remarked to his companion that no one would 
believe from what they saw that there was so much distress in the country." 

HESOLUTION.-, In the opinion of His Excellency the Governor in Council 
the letter of the Collector of the Panch Mahals and the endorsement of the 
Commissioner, N. D., show conclusively that there are no substantial grounds 
for the more serious allegations made in a letter signed "F. C. Aldrich," and 
published in the Times of India and Bombay Gazette on the 11th instant. In 
particular it is clear that the persons whose corpses could be seen on the 4th 
IDstant were not starved to death but died of cholera, and that there was no 
avoidable delay in disp"sing of the dead. The real facts are very deplorable 
but they could not have been prevented by any exertions on, the part of-the 
local officers, while the writer has, through manifestly imperfect information, so 
distorted them as to make them reflect on the vigilance of these officers, who are 
carrying out most difficult and unpleasant duties with zeal and determination 
worthy of all praise. 

2. Copies of the letter of the Collector, memorandum of the Commissioner, 
and of this Resolution, should be forwarded to the Government of India with 
reference to their telegram of the 17th instant. Copies should also be placed on 
the Editor's table. 

No. 75. 

Letter from T. W. Hnldernes8,' &q., C.S.I., Secretary to the Government of 
Indw, to the Chief Secretary to the Government of Bombay, No. 1,160.F., 
dated Simla, the 4th June, 1900. ' 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter ,No. 2,369,dated 
26th May, replying to my telegta1n of the 18th May, in which it was suggested 
that, in view of the great mortality occurring in the Northern Division, an 
expansion of village gratuitous relief, and of kitchen relief might possibly be 
required. 
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2. It is stated- in your letter that the Governor in Council is, on the whole, 
of opinion that the high mortality cannot be attributed to any undue rektriction 
of gratuitous relief, and that no material expansion of it is possible wit~out the 
risk of widespread. demoralisation; but that he recognizes that the mortality 
from causes .!lot yet discovered is 17eryhigh._andthe situation exceedingl~ grave. 

3. In suggesting that gratuitous relief should be ~xpanded the 40vernor 
General ineouncil:-didnot-intend"tlTimply-thBt it had been unduly restricted in 
the early stages -of the famine, or that the present high mortality was attributable 
to such restriction. What he pe_rceived was that the widespread prevafence of
cholera had made the relief work system of the code obnoxious to thElJ people, 
that there was very great and increasing distress, and V'ery great and increasing 
mortality,-and that along-with this urgent and increasing necessity for: greater 
relief the actuaLamount of relief given was week by week dec.t:easing. In particular 
the amount of gratuit()u~ relief given in the Gujarat, districts was according 

to the latest figures,· on a much smaller seale than 
• See appended statement A. was accepted as reasonable and prudent in other 

---- - -provinees- in 1897, and appeared- incommensurate 
with the current reports as to the debilitated condition I of large 1Ilasses of -the 
people. From these considerations the Governor General in Council could not 
but feel that the relief system in force in Gujarat, however closely it adhered to 
the prescriptions of the famint' code, failed in. point of fact, in the special 
circumstrmces of the situation, to cope with the prevailing distress, and required 
to be reconsidered and supplemented by other expedients. The Governor 
General in Council has no wish to demoralise the people, but at the present 
time the paramount necessity is to mitigate extreme suffering and to save life, 
and this will not be attained so long as, owing to the local unsuitability of the 
relief system in force; relief contracts instead of expanding. 

4. The Governor u-eneral in Council believes tha~ there is no difference of 
opinion on this point between himself and the Government of Bombay. He 
refers to it in order __ to_ Assure the _Government of. Bombay that-any -measures 
which they may think proper to take in the direction of temporarily rela.xing 
the rules of the &.mine code, and of bringing effective r~lief to thEl people, will 
have his warmest sympathy and his fullest support. He still considers that the 
gratuitous relief figures of the Gujarat districts indicate that this kind of relief 
will admit of considerable expansion before it reaches the point at 1< hieb' 
demoralisation among the able-bodied is likely to set in. There must be 
conside;ably more th,an 2 p~r cent. of the p?pul~tion not on relief wo;ks, which 
stands ill need of rellef und IS nof able bodied ID the usual acceptation of the 
term. For the able-bodied employment is obviously preferable to gratuitous 
relief. The Governor General in Council notices with satisfaction that permission 
has been gi¥6ll-to--the-Commissioner of the Northern Division t~ open small 
works and to relax the rule regarding compulsory residence on large works. It 
is hol)ed that these concessions will have the effect of attracting Rgain to work 
the labour which of lll.te has drifted from the large works aml is at present 
wandering aimlessly _about the country. The situation appears to be 
pre-eminently one which requires large discretionary powers nnd full liberty of 
IIction to be entrusted to the chief controlling authority on the spot. If this is 
not the case at pre8ent, it may be advisable for His Excellency in Council to 
consider whether greater delegation of powers may not be advantageous. 



8talemmt A _"owing tlls numb67'8 on rsliB/ in ~h. G-ujarat diatricll 0/ thB Bombay PrB8idency on th. 17th March, and 19th May, 1900. 
, . , . 

GratuitoUs Belief. Percentage on Population of Figuree in 

, -
Population. 

BeUet, Depen- Tote! on ,G_d .. .. .; .,; .: .,; ,,; 

Diltrict, Work ..... danta. Worke. Poor- Village Total. ,; 3 3 9 G J a 
houses or Dolflll 01' Tote!. . 

other ", " ' '" " " KitobeDB. ';3 , 
;3 "0 ;3 "0 ;3 Beliet. c c 

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. ' 6. 1. 8 .. . 9. 10; 11. ' 12. lB. 'H. 16. ' 16. 
,. " 

17th.ilfarch,1900. , 
, 

92,146 3,996 1"4 15'2 
Ahmedabad .. ; ... . .. ... . .. 921,712 35,429 ]27,575 8,709 t2,705 140,2MO 9'9 3'8 13'8 '9 '4 

! 

Kaira : 871,589 67,884 ' 7,582 75,466 5,193 4.608 9,801 85,267 7'8 0'8 8'6 0'6· 0'5 1"1 9'7 ... • --! ... ... .., . .. 
j 

Panch Mahala.J ... . .. '" . . 313,417 15,622 2,573 18,195 2,174' 270 2.444 20,639 5'0 0'8 5'8. 0'6 0'1 0'7 6'5 

• 
Broach ... ...! ... ... ... ... .341,490 99,400 15,889 111>,289 1,424 2,725 4,149 119,438 29-1 4'6 33'7 0'4 0'8 1'2 34'9 

Bnrat f 649,989 15.391 792 16,183 - 553 553 18,247 2-4 'I 2'5 'I '1 2'8 ... ••• ! ... ... . .. . .. ... 
i , 
I 

I 19th May, 1900. 
f ,. 

Ahmedabad ... ... ... . .. '" 921;71'4 66.716 20,222 86.938 9,164 8,i76 17,340 104.278 :7"2 2'2 9'4 1"0 0'9 1'9 11'3 

Kaira ... .., ... ... '" , .. 871,589 53,890 7,437 ' 61,327 3,637 15,239 18,876 '80,203 6'2 0'8 7'0 0'4 1-7 2'2 9'2 

Panch 'Mahala ... ... . .. ... ... 313,417 23,635 ,4,316 '27,951 3.215 4,575 7,790 35,741 7'a 1-4 ' '9'0 1'0 1"4 2'5 11"4 

-
Broach ... ... ... . .. . .. ... 341,490 ' 59.180 10,191 " , 69.971 2,138 6,296 8.434 78.405 17'5 2'9 20'5 0'6 1'8 2'4 22'9 

Burat ... . .. . .. '" .. .., 649.989 4,669 ,1,123 5,792 290 2.1>61> 2.855· 8,647 0'7 0'2" 0'9 0-0 0'4 0'4 )'3 

. 
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No. 76. 

Letter from J . .Monteath, Esq., C.S.I., I.e.s., Chid Secretary t3 the Government 
0/ Bombay, to the Secretary to the (jovernment (lj' India, Department of 
Revenue and Agriculture, No. 2,586, dated Bombay Castle, the ·19th June, 
1900. 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 1,lnO-F., dated 
4th instant, communicatinp; remarks on the advisability of temporarily relaxing 
the rules of the Famine Code with a view to bringing effective relief to the 
people in urgent need of it. In reply I am to state for the information of the 
Government of India that copies of the correspondence ending with the letter 
have been forwarded to tqe Uommissioner, N. D., and he has been authorized 
to direct such an expansicn of gratuitolls relief as is (lesired by the Government 
of India in all places where the cil'cumstanceb appea.r to require it and also to. 
adopt any other measure to. which in his opinion immediate. effect should be 
given for the purpose of meeting the difficulties now existing in the administra
tion of relief. 

2. With reference to the suggestion at the close of your letter, I am to 
state that it has been the practice of the Commissioners in accordance with the 
principle embodied in Section 29 of the Famine Relief Code to i_sue orders at 
once in all cases of urgency not involving a departure from a principle of 
importance, and report their proceedings for approval. This course has been 
generally adopted by the Commissioner, N. D., in the matter of gratuitous relief, 
and no objection has been made to any of the directions issued by him; in fact, 
on recent occasions he has been authorized to show even increased liberality. 
The reference to Sections 49 U) and 61 (a) of the .Code is not an exception,. 
for it WIl.S made with regard to the statement in paragraph a d' his letter 
No. 4,738, dated 1st May, 1900, that if people leaving the works on account of 
cholera" are put on the dole right off, everyone will leave the works and gC) 
home to live for nothing." When in his instru.:tions to the C.allecter of the· 
Panch Mahals he said that to those who are· able-bodied or only temporarily 
weak from the want of food "relief cannot be offered except for work without 
bringing about a ypt greater evil than starvation," this Government in their 
Resolution No. 2,439, dated 1st .June, 1900, pointed out that in accordance with 
paragraph 486 of the Famine CommiHsion's Report, the recommendations con
tained in which had been ordered to be adopted in the Panch Mahals, the dole 
must be given temporarily to " persons showing signs of emaciation or physically 
capable of doing only very light nominal work." Other orders have been 
issued for the purpose of ensuring that gratuitous relief shall be given to all 
entitled, and none for the purpose of restricting any measure of relief of this. 
kind proposed by the Commissioner or any Collector. If therefore the last twC) 
sentences of your letter are intended to imply that sufficient powers may not. 
have been delegated to the Commissioner and that as a cons"quence there may 
have been an undue limitation of gratuitous relief, I am directed to request that 
you will be so good as to assure the Government of India that such is not 
the case. 

3. I am to add that the process of getting on the dole list such of the 
people deserting works on account of cholera as are in need of gratuitous relief 
lS necessarily a slow one, but there has been in all the Gujarat Districts except 
Broach since the beginning of Mll.y a continuous increase, and the proportion!!: 
on the population of persons gratuitously relieved in villages in the week ending 
9th instant were as follows :-

, 
I Village. PerooD .... 
: 

Ahmedabad ... ... ... . .. 3'50 
Panch Mah8Ja ... ... ... . .. 5'97 
Kaira ... ... ... ... ... 2'35 
Broach ... ... ... . .. 2'MO 
Surat (only parti&lly affected) ... 1'77 

10666 IF 
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People are IIlso returning rapidly to the works in all Gujllrllt Districts and th" 
Collector of Kaira reports thllt such' as' hE! lSi'\\' on their wily buck did not seelll 
to hllve suffered. 

Enclosure in No. 76. 

No. ,2,439, dated Bomba.,! Ca.~tle, the 1st June, 1900. 

Letter from the Collector of the Panch Mahals, No. 3,071, dated 19th May, 
19iO:-

.. I have the honour to invite your attention to the diary of the special A val 
Karkun of Godhra for the week ending the llth, which I forward herewitb. In 
forwarding the previous week's diary I pointed out that the Aval Karkun had put on 
the dole list over 10 per cent. of tbe population. of the villages visited. In the week 
for which tbe diary is now .ubmitted, in seven villages, with an estimated popUlation 
of 2,R50 people, he has put on the list 505, or just under IS per cent. Under existing' 
orders to consider the idiosyncrasies of the people, the Aval Karkun is not wronlr, but 
I desir , t~ point out clearly that the idiosyncrasy here is nothing but a distaste of 
work. Very many of these people can work and will not. If they are left alone they 
get gra'!ually weaker and die, and as Mr. Rendall points out, they very soon find out 
that the> alternative to going to a relief work is starvation for a few days and,then the 
dole, or in many cases merely refusal to work and then the dole. Daily payments are 
being made on all the works, and I have just sent 39 school masters to aid in the 
payments and bave got a large supply of copper. The choice lies between facing an 
ellormoull mortality and facing a dole list ·which means practically the pauperization 
:f the whole district. To avoid the former we are rapidly attaining the latter, and . 
I bring it specially to yonr notice before things go further." 

Letter from the Commissioner, N. D., to the Collector of the Panch Mahals, 
No. 5,528, dated 21st MIIY, 1900:-

"There is no doubt that in your No. 3,071 of 19th inst., you have statAd a very 
real dilemma of famine administration. It is more pressing in your district because 
of tbe large population of Bhils and others, who though more civilized in some 
respects than their compoers elsewbere, retain the aversion to regular life and 'work 
which characterized their forefathers. 

"2. The following is the course which I think you should take . 

.. 3. Unless you have already done so, I should split up each Special Aval 
Karliun's charge into smaller sections, more easy of management by one man. You 
have probabl~ done this already, as several officers have been put at·your disposal who' 
kilow Gujarati and are therefore fitted for this work. 

" 4. I sbonld then instruct each officer in charge of B section to go from village 
to village, and assemble in each village all those whO" had no means of subsistence,' 
including all on the Aval.Karkun's list. By preference he should select the day on 
which dole is distributed. Those who are really unahle to work even after a few 
days' feeding he should confirm on the dole list. Those who are able-budied or ouly 
temporarily weak from want of food be should call up and warn very clearly tbat 
Government would not feed them unless they worked and insist on their going to the 
works. Tbe weaker ones he should send in carts to the works with a note 10 the 
officer in charge to take them on at first as nominal workers . 

.. :). You are I know starting more small works, and this is necessary, for it is 
too much to ask people of.this sort to go at this season of the year, and wben cholera. 
is prevalent, I:> miles from their villages_ 

u 6. Something will depend on the personal influence of the officer, but I am 
not unaware of the difficulties. Many will decline to go or will run away at tbe first 
opportunity. '1'0 snch it seems to me that relief cannot be offered except for work' 
without bringing about a yet greater evil than starvation. Tbe last device of the lazy 
will he to stay in tbe village 01' return tu it and share the dole received by the real 
incapables. You have already, I believe, noted o~ the readineBB .with .. wbich tbe Bbi! . 
will share his handful of grain with his friends and relations. Sometbing may still 
be done by insistence and tact on the part of the local officer, and that is in this last 
resort all we have to look: to." 

Memorandum from the Commissioner, N. D., No. 5,529, dated 21st May, 
1900 ;-

.. Copy together with copy of Collector's letter No. 3,071, dated 19th May, 1900, 
submitted to Government for information." 
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J REsoLuTloN.-The instructions issued by the Commissioner, N. D" are in 
accordance with the orders of Government, provided the dole is given temporarily 
to "persons showing signs of emaciation or physically capable of doing only 
very light nominal work " (paragraph 486 of the Famine Commission's report), 
Bud subject to that proviso, are approved. If by "existing orders to cOllsider 
the idiosyncflOsies of the people" the Collector refers to Government Resolution 
No. 2,069, dated 21st April, 1900, it is not clear that Le has correctly understood 
it. There is no authority in it for giving the dole to people who can work, but· 
the irliosyncrasies of really infirm people entitled to gratuitous relief are to be 
considered by giving them the dole if they will die rather than go to a poor· house 
or kitchen. 

No. 77. 
Letter from T. W. Holderness, E,~q.,' C:S.I., Secretary to the Government Ilf 

India; Department Of Rh,enue and A,'1ricu/tllre, to the J -'hiel Secretar}l 
to the G01'efflment of Bombay, No. 1,307 P., dated Simla, the 26th June, 
1900. 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 2,586, dated 
19th June, 1900, reporting that the Commissioner, Northern Division, has been 
authorised to direct such an expansion of gratuitous relief as is desired by the 

. Government of India in all places where the circumstances appear to require it, 
and also to adopt any other measure which he may consider to be immediately 
required for the purpose of meeting the difficulties' now existing in the adminis. 
tration of relief. 

2. The Governor General in Council is relieved to find that this action 
.has been taken, and trusts that it may result in a perceptible diminution of the 
death.rate, and in ameliorating the condition of the distressed population of the 
famine districts. He observes that the latest returns from the Presidency show 
a materal expansion of relief under all heads, and he is glad to learn thlj.t the 
relief· workers, whose numbers have of late greatly decreased owing to the 
mortality and panic occasioned by virulent outbreaks of cholera, are now 
reported. to be rapidly returning to the works in -all "the districts. His 
Excellency in Council desires to record again his deep sympathy with the 
Government of Bombay in the greitt difficuities which have beset the admini~tre.. 
tion of famine relief in Gujarat, and his anxiety to place at their disposal 
whatever assistance may be in his power. 

3. His Excellency in Council is glad to receive, and readily accepts, the 
assllflOnce that sufficient powers have throughout been accorded to the Commis· 
sioner ot the Division. The remarks made in my former letter as to the 
desirability of such delegation of powers for the successful conduct of a f"mine 
campaign were meant to lay stress on a principle of primary importance, which. 
the Governor General in I Council could. not omit to mention in passing under 
review the possible remedies for a. very exceptional and critical situation. 

No. 78. 
Lelte~ from J. Monteath, Esq., C.S.I.,1.C.S., Chief Secretary to the Government of 

Bombay, to the Secretary to Ihe G, vernTilent of India, Department of 
Rel'e1IUe and Agriculture, No. 1,367·P., dated Poona,·the 21st July, 1900. 

I am directerl to forward for the information of the Government of India. 
the accompanying copies of reports from the Collectors of Ahmedabad, Kaira., 
Broach, and the Panch Mahals on the subject of the causes of excessive 

10Ii68 IPI 
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mortality lD these districts, together with a copy of the memorandum from 
Government calling for them. The Governor in Council had hoped to have 
by this time more complete material for consideration of the question, but the 
report of the Sanitary Commissioner, which should form the most important 
contribution, is not likely to be ready for several weeks to come. In the 
circumstances it is considered desirable to !Jut his Excellency the Governor 
General in Council now in possession of all the information which this Govern
ment have so far obtained. The purport of it has already been communicated, 
but the detailed reports may be of use. 

2. It is impossible at present to gauge the extent to which the recorded 
rates of mortality have been swelled by the deaths of immigrants, but there is no 
doubt $at the mortality amongst residents has been very high. It would be 
premature to attempt now an analysis of the causes. But the prominent fact is 
that the character of many of the classes of the people is such as to render futile 
a.ll attE>mpts to give them relief on reasonable conditions. The Government of 
India are aware from copies of the orders which have been sent to them that 
wherever the progress reports, which have for some months past been 
submitted every fortnight, or other' reports, indicated that a relaxation of test 
was de8irable, it has been p:'omptly directed, and every effort has been made to 
restrict fines to cases of ·contumacy. But many would not go to works on any 
conditions or even remain in poor-houses. It is possible that the mortality 
might have been somewhat less if alJ such had got relief in their own homes. 
But such a course could not have been adopted without the risk of pauperizing 
the greater part of the community. It has been directed throughout that the 
recommendations of the Famine Commissioners with regard to aboriginal tribes 
should be made appiicable to the Bhils in the Panch Mahals, and they have 
been applied in the later stages, but in the earlier stages of the famine these 
people Jived mainly on the flesh of animals which died or were killed by them. 
Even according to these recommendations, however, the dole can be given 
temporarily only to such as show signs of emaciation, or are physically 
incapable of doing the ordinary work. It is exceedingly difficult with such 
establishment as is available to have this criterion properly applied, and, as is 
indicated in the letter of the Collector of the Panch Mahals, the digestion of a 
person subsisting on innutritous food may be ruined before he is considered 
eligible for the dole. 

3. Since cholera dispersed people employed on works, there has been a. 
gradual increase in gratuitous relief, and there are now nearly 218,000 persons 
iQ receipt of the dole in Gujarat, the number in the rest of the Presidency being 
under 10;j,1I00. It is impossible to contemplate this fact without apprehension 
of the ultimate consequences. At the same time, however, very large number~ 
have returned or gone anew to the works. 

Enclosure 1 in No. 78. 

Memo. from J. Monteath, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government of Bombay, 10 tIle 
Commissioner of the Northern DiVision, No. M-269 (Famine), dated 
Jlahableshuoar, the 23rd April, 1900. 

The undersigned presents compliments to the Commissioner, Northern 
Division, and in forwarding the accompanying statements of mortality in whole 
districts, and on relief works, and in poor· houses respectively for Gujarat 
districts for three months ending February, is. directed to point out that, 
although the mortality on works and in poor-houses has in some cases been 
excessively high, it in no case amount,~ to a large proportion of the total 
mortality, and leaves a very large mortality in towns and villages to be 
accounted for. The Honourable Mr. Lely is requested. to report, after very 
careful inquiry, whether, in view of these figures, he is able to say that village 
inspection and village relief nre being carried out with proper care and vigilance. 
If every village is visited every week or 10 days by a Circle Inspector, and the 
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work of these Inspectors is thoroughly supervised, it is difficult to understand 
how many people can die of l1ctual insufficiency of food. Some inquiry should 
also be made as to the registration. Village officers are n.>t ordinarily, perhaps, 
apt to err in the directiun of recording deaths which do not actually occur, but 
the death·rate in some of the districts has, it is believed, far exceeded that ever 
recorded in any famine district before, and as no adequate explanation seems yet 
to have been discovered, inquiry regarding all points which might affect the 
rate of mortality is necessary. The Sauitary Commissioner is also being asked 
to make careful investigatic.n of other points. 

Enclosure 2 in No. 78. 

Letter.from the Honourable Mr. F. S. P. Lely, Commissioner, Northern Division, 
to the Chief Secretary to the Government of Bombay, Famine Departmeltt, 
Memo. No. F·36.i, dated Ahmedflbad, the 26th May, 1900. 

Two reports from the Collectors of Ahmedabad and Kaira are submitted to 
Government .with reference to their memorandum No, M·269, dated 23rd April, 
1900. Reports from the Collectors of Broach and Panch Mahals will be sub· 
mitted 88 soon as received. 

2. The Commissioner does not propose to forestall the complete summary 
ot' evidence regarding the great mortality which no doubt will be made after 
the famine is over and when there is mOl'e time to study the facts. At present 
he entirely agrees with the estimate of the main causes as given by Mr. Quin 
and, less fully, by Mr. Gibb. 

S. As indicating how a I~rge num ber of the deaths may be due to causes 
other than simple "starvation," it mny be mentioned that in the Mahipatram 
Orphanage at Ahmedabad there were 800 children, who were all well fed and 
in good condition. During the first 20 days of May 150 of them died of 
influenza or some such disease. 

4. For village inspection the staff was sufficient, but their task has been 
greatly embarrassed by the fact that many refused to go to work who could not 
be pllt on dole without demorali~ing both them and the rest of the people. 
This consideration naturally had more weight in the earlier part of the year 
when there were still many small helps to a living in the villages. J udgipg 
by the diaries received, the Inspecting 0 fficers have been active, though it goes 
without saying that their work has not always been perfect, especially with 
respect to the large numbers of wanderers from outside which, especially in 
Ahmedabad, have largely swelled the death roll. 

Annexure I. 

L.ttsr /rom M. O. Gibb, Esq., Oollector 0/ Ahmedabad, to the Oommissioner, Nortl""'n 
Div.:siun, No. F·1875, dated Ahmedabad, the 10th May, 1900. 

I have the honour to report on the subject of your No. 4608 of 27th April, 1900, below 
Government memorandum No. 269 of 23rd idem. . 

2. 1 append a statement showing the deaths in the different circles for Decem ber, 
January, and February, with monthly rates per mille. 

a It will be Been that far the heaviest death·rates occur in the Viramgam and Prantij 
(which includes Modaea) rural circles, and in the Ahmedabad, Gogha, ViI'amgam, aml 
Dholka town circles. 

4. The high death·rate in Ahmedabad oity and Viramgam and Dholka towns is in 
great part attributable to the large number of d.atbs 

• I ha .. not ....ulecl this. among immigrant paupers. A good many deaths in the 
rural circlea are probably attributable to the same cause. 

The higb death·rate in Gogha town i. probably tlue to deaths on the work being 
inoluded.· 
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Ii. The death-rate from fever and bowel complaints among people. who are not 
I actually famine stricken is large and I shonld attribute this partly, at aU events. to th .. ir 
: having to live on less nutritious food than nsual. Thus persons who usually can afford a 
.little. milk 01' ghee may be this year only able to afford just enough to boy ~bsolute 
neCt searies, and. without their usual small luxories, fall an easy prey to disease. N um bere 
of persons who are not aeenstomeu to it, lived on the roots of nulreeds (bir), a diet to 

'which usually only a few 'Of the poorer classes, Iiviug near the nul, resort. I am told that 
,in Dhanduka there were numerous deaths from bowel complaints due to eating this 
unsuitable food. 

6. In Ahmedabad, and possibly el.ewhere,· there has been a good deal of influenza, 
and the infant mortality has also been high. 

7. When workers get ill they frequently leave the work and wander about instead of 
going to hospital. Numbers ·again lItay"OD-in~~Hages earning only just enough to 
support life by selling head-loads ·of firewood .or digging up roots of grass. 

8. I cannot attempt any answer to the question asked in (1) of yoor paragraph 1, 
though your suggestion appears reasonable; as to your question (2), I have answered that 
to some extent in paragral'h 7 above. . 

9. Regarding question asked in your paragraph 3. The talatis stay in their 'Villages 
· more regularly than usual. but neither they nor the muk his do what they ought in finding 
out distress. The Circle Inspector staff is, I think, Bufficient except perhaps in Daskroi. 
Even in Daskroi the Circle Inspectors can visit each village once a fortnight.· In most 
talukas he can, and dnes, visit ~ach village oftener. Generally speaking; those who die of 
actual starvation are wanderers, and though vill"lle officers have orders to I,'ut such on dole 

· if really starving they have. very insufficiently carried them out. . 

10. Ambulance parties are working in and near Ahmedabad, Viramgam and ,at ' some 
other places. : 

11. Your last paragraph. The works are visited frequently but I have given no 
directions as to how often each work should be visited by each Assistant Deputy Collector 
or Mamlatdar. I have always found that all these officers were thoroughly cognizant of 
how works wer~ going. I am cOJdident that T,hA works have on the whole been very well 
managed though there have been instances, such as you refer to, of people not getting 
taken on at once and consequently going away. Such. however, have heen the exception, 
and generally I think· have occurred .thro)lgh no fault of t!;te superior staff, the parties 
~pplyiug to some temporary low-paid subordinate who has neglected to tell them 

, where to go. 

Annexure If. 

L.,ter from H. O. Q"in, Esq., Collector of Kaira, to lhe Oommissioner, Northern Division, 
No. R-3742, dated Camp, Nariad, the 19th May, 1900. 

• • With reference to your No. 4608, dated 27th ultimo, I have the honour to submit the 
follOwing report :- ~ . 

2. The enormous mortality in· this district which is arousing anxiety had been 
noticed by me before my attention was drawn to it by the remarks of Government. As I 
haye already stated I am of opinion that it is on the whole due to what 1 would call 
general famine conditions. That is to say it has not been caueed by any epidemic (I omit 
all referencA to the outbreakof cholera which has for the last month been claiming large 
numbers of victims), nor is it the result of any special or particular cause which can be 
singled out. The large majority of persons who now swell the death-roll are dharaias, a 
ca,te of kolis whose general cha"acteristics would almost mark them out as designed by 
nature tu fall an ~asy prey to such a scourge as is now affiicting Gujarat. In the first place, 
in common with other inhabitants of this fa.voured Province, they are entirely unused to 
privation. They have always had no difficulty in getting, without exerting themselves, 
enough to live on, and Ltake it that· they have been unable to realise what famine would 
mean to them, or to devise any means of saving themselves. In the second place they are 
idle. apathetic and tbriftJess to the last degree. In an ordinary year they are acctiAtomed 
to do just as little work as they possibly can" In consequence, they have I believe become 
innately incapable of steady labour; their constant idleness through generations has 
brought about a constitutional inability to bear the strain of any prolonged effort. The 
results have be~n, first, a very great dislike to go to relief works, and subsequently, when 
imminent starvation has driven them there, failure to d{) the task demanded of them and 
to bear the fatigue and exposure which are the inevitable concomitante of labour und"r 
famine conditions. The wages they have beeu able to earn have generally be 'n but 
scanty and have certainly not sufficed to provide them with the quantity of food to which 
they are accus!omed. A third fact which has tended to· the deterioration of the dharalM' 
condition is his unwillillgness, resulting indeed in positive refusal, to leave his cattle while 
they etilllive. Almost .every dharala household had at the beginning of the famine a few 
cows, or buffaloes, amI here and there II pair of bullocks, and the insoluble problem for the 
people 'Wall, how to look after and feed their cattle and at the same time to labour .on relief 
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works where of course the animals could' not accompanr them.' To the dharala his liv."J J 

stock represented all he had in the world, and it is not surprising that 'hEt should have been' 
loath to leave his cows and his buffaloes to perish of starvation in order that he might toil' 
for a living wage at work which he dettosted, and to which he had never been accustomed." 
Efforts were made to induce the people to arrange for one or two members of the family to 
feed the cattle while the rest went. ro a relief work, but they w.re not successful. and 
it must be remembered that the providing of food for the cattle was no easy matter nor. 
one that required only a .small expenditure of time.. It involved slowly driving. the J 

enfeebled animal round the .hedges and fields, so long as ther contained any edible J 

weed or creeper, and mounting trees. to pick off, often ODe by one, the leaves whioh. for,l 
thousand. of cattle throughout the qistrict were practIcally, through se,-eral. months, the.· 
only nourishment, they obtained. 

',3 .. ,The causes -then that r would assign to the high mortality are these:- . 

(")'The not being accustomed to privation and the failnre to realise what it. 
would mean; 

(b) The dislike to and constitutional unfitness for steady work: and 

(c) The attachment to their cattle, which tied them to their villages till they' 
became weak and enfeebled themselves, and were . unable to resist any' 
disease whioh subsequently attacked them. I 

4. . As regards the distribution of the mortality it appears that the death-rate is by. 
no means equal all over the district. To analrse the statistics thoroughly would occupy 
more time thau I oaa-now-lIp&ve,-l>at-l-ha_k"" -out· some- figures- for· Februa..,. ... nd-· 
March which are instructiv.. On . comparing the uumbers of death~ during those 
months, in each taluka with the three-year average number during the same months, ths 
excesses work out as follows :-(The figures are not absolutely correct but la.re nearly 00). 

February I 
March E:z:oess I Talub.. Excess. I -, ' Percentage. 

Pet'c..mmge. 
I 

Mator ... ... . .. ... .-... 17 40 

Mohmadabad ... ... ... ... 66 157 

Na.diad ... ... ... ... ... 44 82 

Anand ... ... ... ... . .. 95 99 

Bonae! ..• ... ... '" ... 166 162 

Thaara ••. ... ... ... . .. 120 93 

Kapadwa.nj ... ... ... . .. 220 208 

. In these figures the Municipal areas have not been taken into consideration as the: 
deaths in I.hem .are largely composed of non-residents, many of whom mar have come I 
from other talukao. It will be seen that in Kapadwanj is to be found by far the highest'. 
mortality and in Borsad the second highest. Thasra was third in February, but only fifth 
in March, when the third place was taken by Mehmadabad. Anand is fourth in both 
monlhs. Matar and Nadiad show the lowest death-rates. As regards Matar, I would 
explain this br the fact that large numbers of persons I.ft the !aluka for Ahmedabad and 
other places at the beginning of the famine, whole villages almost in the south-west being 
deserted. Nadiad is a wealthy talnka; and the large towns of Nadiad and Mahudha 
provide a certain amount of labour. . 

5. The unenviable pre-eminence of Kapad wanj is not hard to understand. The 
talnka i. the poorest in the district and has the lal'g"st popUlation of dharalas and the 
distress was felt there first. The people began early to wander, and large numbers of ' 
them became quickly enfeebl"d. This was evident from the state of affaird visible in the 
Kapad wanj poor.house and town at an early stage. 'fbe relief wOl'k was specially 
unpopular and attracted only an inconsiderable section of the people. The Thasra taluka 
is also very poor, and in the Mahi side villages there are no wells. The posilion of Borsad 
is the mORt difficult to understand. The north part of the talnka is one of the most fertile 
and prosperous parts of the district, and in the west there are larg. and rich villages. The 
south and east portion, however, along the Mahi has all along been recognised a. being' 
in a very bad way, and presumablr the highest mortality has taken place there. Anand 
also i. alVery prosperous taluka on the whole, but its death-rate is excessive. 

6. Turning to the distribution of the mortality amongst different villages, it is 
impossible without mor. elabor~te statistics tban I ha.ve before me to say which villages 
have sutr"",<\ the most and why. I have, however, some figures for Anand !aluka for the 
four months January to April, which show that the death-rate in that taluka, taken over. 
thnt perioLl, varied from noout 21 per mille p"r annum in one villag" to 294 per mill~ per 
annum in another. Of course, in dealing with these figures it must be remembered thnt. 
all percentages are based on the populations 88 they were before the famine (or perhaps as 
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they were in 1891), and there is no doubt that some villages have been deeerted by 
their inhabitants to a far greatsr extent than others. Still making due allowauce for 
this souree of error it is clear that the mortality variee immensely between one village 
and another. 

7. Continuing the analysis of the Anand figures, as an illustration. I find that most 
of the worst all'ected villages are those in the north and north-east of the taluka, and along 
the Mahi. These last are badly supplied with wells, which means lack of local work BDd 
therefore of tbe means of earning subsistence. The others ...... , I believe, inhabited very 
largely by dharalas, amongst whom, as I have already stated, the great majority of the 
deaths are taking place. 

8. I regret that with my present incomplete information 1 am not able to give detaile 
as to other taiukas, but I think the figures available show clearly that the mortality has 
not been evenly distributed over the district, that some taiukas have bull'ered fur more 
than others, and that certain smaller areas can be pointed out wherein the mortality has 
been exce>sive, owing to local conditions which tended to bring the people more qUickly 
to the end of their means, or to the fact that there is a very high proportion of dharalas 
amongst the inhabitants. To support the contention that the great majority of deaths are 
those of dharaias, I may state that from figures supplied me by the District Deputy 
Collector, it would appear that the following are the pere.ntages of deaths amongst 
dharalas to total deaths in three talukas of his charge for the period from January to 
April :-

T.lnka. I Percentage. 

Kapadwanj ... ... .. . -. . .. ... 78 

Thaara .. ... ... . _ . ... . .. 6' 
Anand ... ... ... ... ... .. . 50 -

9. As regards the measures adopted for village inspection you are aware that the 
whole district was divided into circles in the month of November,1899. The average 
circle contained about 15 villages except in Borsad where one large cirele contained 32 
villages, there being tut little distress in that neighbourhood. At first, and in order to 
make himself acquainted with his charge, each Inspector was ordered to visit each village 
of this circle within a week. Subsequently the Inspectors were ordered to visit each 
village once in 15 days, and the Famine Aval Karkuns and Mamlatdare were directed to 
not·e the last dates on which any village inspected by them had been visited by the Cirele 
Inspector. R~c.ntly the number of cireles and Inspectors has been increased, and now 
each man has 12 villages only, on the average, and has been ordered to visit each once a 
week. So far as I am informed, and as I' have myself seen, the work of th~ Cirele 
Inspectors has been on the whole well done, and I think most persons eligible for 
gratuitous relief under the code rules have been admitted to the dole. Each Circle 
Inspector submits a weekly diary which is che'lked by the Sub-Divisional ollicer. The 
Assistant Collector, Mr. Beyts, reports as follows :-

" From ·the Circle Inspector's diaries and my own village inspection, I can say 
fairly that in cireles up to H) .,.mages each village was visited at least once in ]2 or 
13 days, and ill circles of ~O villagp,s once a fortnight. Any longer int.,rval was 
noticed officially by me. I rarely find a person struck 011' the dole without valid 
reason, and find that those I consider neglected are nearly always cases in which it i~ 
merely a matter of opinion and not of careless work." 

The District Deputy Collector, Mr. Modi, is alsu of opinion that the Circle Inspectors 
have worked well. 

10. No special steps have hitherto been taken by me to ascertain the special cause of 
the high mortality. It had not occurred to me, nor do I think it likely, that BljY special 
tnquiries would elicit any information of which we are not already in posseBBion. The 
general condition.. as reported from the villages in the diaries of the Famine A val 
Karkuns being in themselves sufficient to account for a high death-rate no special enquiry 
was set on foot. In the case of some of the villages near Dakor and one or two in othol' 
places I asked tb~ District Medical Officer to visit them, and report as to the condition of 
the people, my suspicions being aroused by the large numbers put on the dole, but I was 
given no reason to believe that further investigation would disclose any faots of which we 
were not already aware. 

11. It is true that large numl'ers of wanderers have died in the vicinity of t<>WDB 
whither th~y have been attracted by the hope of alms or wages, but I do not consider 
that these deaths have affected the total mortality of the district to such an extent as 
you Beem to suspect. The exe.s. mortality in the whole distrIct as compared with 
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the average mortality of the previous years for the months January to March has been 
as follows :-

Month. Percentage. 
I ,-

January 99 per oent. or 2,609 

Februa.ry 82 
" " 

2,869 

March .. HI 
" " 

S,8U, 

. Tn municipal areas-anll· in. these poor-houses aM included-give the .following 
figures :-

January 

February 

Minch ... 

Month. _ ____ l. Percentage. 
---- I ----I 

... ! 208 per cent. or 841 

172 " " 
691 

215 " " 
966 

Taking the three months together we see that the excess number of deaths over the 
whole district was 8,780, while in municipal areas the excess number was 2,48d, thai is ·to 
say, t.hat deaths in the neighbourhood of large towns acco)lnt for a little more than 28 per 
•• nt. of the total excess .. The proportionate increase in the death-rate of the municipal 
areas is larger than that in the villages, but the absolute number of deaths in villages 
remains very high. Ambulance parties are now at work in the vicinity of all towns and 
some of the larger villages •.. Qrderswere long ago issued to village officers to. make 
arrangements for dealing wi\h destitute wanderers; but I am afraid they are not observed 
as closely as they.sl>ould be. 

12. As regards the management and supervision of works, I can only say that fr~m 
the first this matter has received the most careful and constant attention of myself, my 
Assistants, and my Deputy. Under orders from me the Sub-Divisional officers visit each 
work in their charge at least twice a month. These orders were issued in December last, 
bnt even before their issue the Sub-Divisional officers were regularly inspecting the works. 
The works in the neighbourhood of head-quarters have been periodically inspected by my 
Personal Assistant, 'Mr. Swifte, as well as by the' assistant in charge of the talukas. Th .. 
vi~its to relief works are entered in the diary of the officers concerned, and I am thus in a. 
position to check the work done. . I have myself spared no pains to visit all the works in. 
the district as often as I could without neglccting my office work. . . . ,. 

13. As regards the question of accuracy of registration which is alluded to in the
Government memorandum which has given rise to this report,I have the hononr toexpreBs. 
my opinion that the registration in this district is distinctly good, and that there .is no ' 
likelihood whatever of the registered !lumber of deaths being in excess of the actual. 
Indeed I have reason to believe that all the deaths which have occllrred have not been 
reported to the Sanitary Oommissioner, from whom, I presume, 'Government have received 
their information. Owing to some misunderstanding the deaths on relief works have been 
registered by the Special Oivil Officers, but not in all cases reported to the village or 
Municipal authorities, hence the figures for the whole distIlict have not reached the 
Sanitary Oommissioner in a complete form. I \'lIl now making enquiries into the matter, . 
and whate,'er omissions are discovered will be rectified. 

Encl~sure 3 in No. 78. 

Lell ... fro", G. D. Pam., Esq., Oollector, Broach, to the Oommitsioner, No,·them Division _ 
. No. 3.9M3-F., dated Broach, the 26th Jlay, 1900. . ' 

~ith toeference to yo~ No. 4608, dated the 27th April last, forwarding Ohief Secretary's 
No. 26\1-M., dated 23rd ultlmo, I have the honollr to state that I quite conour with you in 
t~inking that the increased !"ortality in the d!stJ.·iot during the months of January, 
~ebruary, and March last was m a measure due to the causes referred to.by you. It is a 
iact that the people in this district have never been inured to privation, and they never 
hlld within living memory experienced anything lil<e the terrible distress they have to 
stand during the present famine. They have for the most part enjoyed favourable 
harvest.., and, except in the case of the poorest classeA, the 'people have lived in greater 
elIse and in much better style than the rayals in tbe Deccan. 1!:ven the poorer classes 
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havp. always had enongh of suitable food superior in kind to that available to their 
poorer brothers in the south. They have iu cousequeuce become more soft and less able 
to stand on insnfficient and nnaccustomed food for any length of time than the people in 
the Deccan. In the Deccan district the people, even in ordinary times, have for the 
greatest part to live on simple bread and onion with a little salt and chillies. On this side 
the ordinary "ayats use wheat, pulse, rice and other comforts as part of their usual food. 
These they cannot afford to get in the present scarcity, and find it difficult to live on the 
coarse food that they can get. I have noticed that many of the peons gAtting only 7 or 8 
rupees a mouth daily take tea in the morning, a thing which is certainly not known to 
many of the clerks or karkuns in the Deccan. 

2. The land in Gnjarat is certainly rich, that is, it gives a good yield in case the rains 
aTe favourable, even if the agricultnrists do not take eo much care about their holdiugs. 
In the Deccan, and particnlarly in Konkau, the case is different. There the cultivatol'll 
are required to work very hard in their soil to get the small yield their land gives them. 
The consequence is that they become hardy and are usually accustomed to live on scanty 
fare from their very boyhood, and so can stand to a far greater extent small distresses. 
From my own"experience-I can say that though severe famine was 'raging in the Bijapur 
District for about 14 months I did not find a single dead body lying on the roads or in the 
fields. I cannot say that the grain was cheaper there, or that the relief measures were 
more favonrable. They were jnst what they are at present, and still I am sorry to say that 
I find dead bodies lying by the roadside and relief works. The rAason is not far to seek. 
It can be summed np in one word-that the general delicacy of constitution does not 
permit the Gujaratis to bear the stress of the present scarcity. The lower classes, like 
hlli/s, are too fond of parched rice, .cocoanuts, green dates, sweetmeats, and like kind. of 
eatables. Even in their present. circumstan~es they cannot withstand the temptation of 
spending something on thess items, which cannot be said to be the necessaries of life, and 
the consequence is they have to live on insnfficieut food, and this being continued for 
some time undermines their condition and disables them to bear auy kind of strain. 
They thus become emaciated and fall easy victims to exhaustion brought on to some 
extent by themselves. 

3. The climate of Gujarat is no doubt enervating, and along with other causes it has 
not failed to produce its own effects on the condition of the populace. Here onp. cannot 
observe fast, or live on coarse food, :with the same imm~nity as one can do in the Deccan. 

4. The prominent factor of the high mortality is the mortamy among street beggars 
1LIld wanderers. These heggars and wanderel'll are an envious sort of people. They cannot 
be pel'lluaded to go to works or to poor-houses. They will continue their conrse of begging 
from house to house without getting sufficient quantity to liTe upon. This brings on slow 
but steady emaciation. They flatly decline to join the poor·house as tobacco and opinm 
are not provided therein. For the sake of trial some were forcibly pnt in the poor· house, 
but they all stealthily left it in a day or two. They thus hecome quite lean and weak, and 
when ridden to the ground they are taken at the eleventh hour to the poor-houses only to 
-die there. Every kind of medical help, and the hospital rations, prove ineffective in their 
ease, and many of them succumb to death, some even within a couple of hours after their 
"8dmittance to the poor-house. Every attempt to pel'fluade th~se ignorant and headstrong 
beggal'll to go to poor.houses has become futile. On' account of the high rate of mortality 
among the in mat"s of the poor-house it has become a firm belief among them that they are 
taken there simply for being killed. As an instance of this it may be pointed out that 
during the last week no leBS than 6:; wanderers died in the city. There is a Government 
poor-house, and one more is opened by the charitable persons in the city. Such being the 
CBse, can anybody say that there is no provision for weak and emaciated persons 1 Bnt 
these people do not avail themselves of the provision made for them, and are paying the 
full penalty of their abeer foolishness. On finding that the mortality had gone high in 
the city I directed the police not to allow the people to wander, but send the emaciated of 
th~se to the poor-house and the able-bodied to the work. 

5. . Some of the lower classes, more especially the Mils, are habitnally lazy and not 
nsed to regular work. They are therefore disinclined to join relief works, and struggle on 
to earn a miserable snbsistence by headloads of grass or firewood and some other kind of 
labour, and stick to their homes until they are too far exhausted and unable to further help 
themselves in any way. The increased mortality among cattle helped these people for a 
time to provide themselves with some subsistence, and in many cases they subsisted on 
unwholesome meat which only served to bring on diarrhrea and dysentery which, in the 
absence of any treatment in villages, in many cases proved fatal. Another circumstance 
was the people taking too freely to the exclnsive use of Bnrma rice, which sold cheap"r 
,thanjowar, which was the usual staple food of the people. The rice had not the same 
staying power asjowar, and the people not beiug used to it suff~red by t!>e exclusive use 
of this new food. 

6. During January and February many of the poor people, especially on the works, 
suffered from exposure during the rather severe cold which prevailed in those months. 

7. As regards village inspection and village relief I have been doing all I can to make 
it as efficient as possible. I have alread~ submitted to you copies of circular orders issued 

by me to village officers and Circle Inspectors in connection 
Vern..war, not forwarded. with village relief. The copies are appended hereto for 

reBdy reference. The former Bre strictly enjoined to give 
timely relief from village dole in every case where ,it may be necessary, and not to allow 
any death by starvation to occur. For this purpose small grants have been placed at the 
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disposal of the officers in charge of police stations, and the Cirele Inspectors have been 
ordered to spare no pains to inspect the villages in their charge and supervise the work of 
the. village officers and submit re/lular diaries which are chec~ed. by Mamla~da.r,,? ~ub
Divisional officer and by myself. The Mamlatdars have been relIeved of all the.r crImmal 
work and the greater part of their revenne work by giving them extra head karkuns. and 
by investing the Sob-Jndges with criminal powers, and they have been specially ordered 
to move rapidly from village to village, and to particularly snpervise the work of the 
village officers and the Circle Inspectors in the matter of the administration of the famine 
relief. The Divisional officers have also been requested to supervise this work, and t.he 
poor-houses and the relief works in their charge, and for better management, three out of 
the five poor-houses in the district have been placed in charge of the local Sub-Judges and 
the one at Broach in that of the Civil Surgeon. The Municipalities have also been exhorted 
to take their proper share in the famine administration by looking after the town beggars 
and starving people within their limits, and to ke.p up an ambulance system and to take 

. such persons to the local poor-houses for timely relief. The same system is also introduoed 
on relief works and' vill.~es. The special civil officers have also been instructed to iesue 
eredit chits to such of the workers as cannot obtain supplies' on oredit. . Orders have als", 
been issned under section 52 (d) of the Famine Code. 

8. As regards relief works I may be permitted to observe that they ..,..often visited 
by Sub-Divisional officers and the District Medical Officer. As. far as I have seen new
comers have t>een taken on all the works and then drafted, but no one is ever refused 
relief. I lI\yself have visited all the works and found the arrangements .ati~factory. 

9. I have thus done all that was nece.sary and possible for affording timely relief to 
the sufferers. I myself and my assistants, the District Medical Officer,and the Executive 
]<;ngineer have been moving thron"hout the district and visiting the .e,-eral works and 
watching the general conditlOn of the people with particular care. l'he mortality has no 
doubt gone high f{>r the rcasons stated above. I shall, however, spare no pains to prevent 
death from starvation. 

No. 385-F., dated Ahmedabad, the 28th May, 1900. 

FOl'warded to Government. 

Mr. Panse has a special right to be heard when comparing the habitK and stamina of 
~he people in the Deccan and in Gnjarat .• 

There have been in the Broach District ever since the famine began to make itself 
felt a Circle Inspector to on an average every 14 vill"l!'es, and a special mamlatd"r (under' 
the name of Aval karkun) in every talnka. The supervision has !Jeen in the exceptionally 
vigorous hands of Messrs. Painter and Maneklal N arbheram and of Mr. Panse himself who
has been very active in moving about among the villages. The relief works have been so
numerous as to lead Government to apprehend tha.t an excessive number were receiving 
relief. It is too early to express any final opinion, but the Commissioner believes that no
human agency at command could have reduced the mortality in this district. 

F. S. P. LELY; 
Commissioner, Northem Division. 

Enclosure 4 in No, 78. 

Letter from H. Rendall, Esq., Assistant Collector, Panch Mahals, to the Com
missioner, Northern Division, No. 3638, dated Godhra, the 9th June, 
1900. 

In reply to your No. 4608 of the 27th April below Government memornndum 
No. M.-269 of the 23rd idem, I have the honour to report as follows. The 
report applies also to Government memorandum No. M.-617 of the 20th May, 
forwarded under your No. 5631 of the 23rd idem. ' 

2. I would first point out that the distribution between relief works, poor
houses and villages given in the statement received from Government i~ nltoO'ether 
misleading. Column 4 of the stntement for December, January, and February 
is headed" Number of deaths in Relief Works Hospitals," while that for March 
is headed" Number of deaths in Relief Worj<s Hospitals and Camps." Memoran
dUql No. M. 269 spenks of the proport.ion which the mortality on relief works 
bears to the total mortality, and I presume, therefore, column 4 of the statement 
should include all deaths nt the relief camps whether in hospital or not, for it 
unfortunately happens that many peorle die outside the hospital; that the 
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figures in the statement do not show the correct proportion is obvious for the 
total number of deaths on works shewn in the statement is- 114 in January and 
169 in February, for the whole district, whereas at the viHage.of Doki in Dohad 
taluka which I visited this morning, there were 195 deaths ill January and 239 
in February, Ilnd almost everyone occurIed in the ('.amp (including kitchen and 
hospital) of the Dohad.Limdi road work, which was at Doki during those two 
months. The population of Doki is 216 and the number of deaths in December 
was two and in March. four. The same is the case with Am\)ali in Godhm 
taluka where the death rate has attracted attention, and in fact at every place 
where relief camps have been situated. Separate registers ought to have been 
kept, but were not. When this was brought to notice special orders were issued 
for registers to be kept, but the practice of registering deaths in the village . 
registers has continued, and after consnltation with the Sanitary Commissioner, 
I think it would probably merely cause worse confusion to alter the pructice 
now. I do not think there has been double registration, but for the total 
number of deaths the' figures reported by the mamlatdars to the Sanitary Com· 
missioner should be taken, those entered in the weekly famine returns being left. 
out of consideration. 

3. As to the causes of excessive mortality they are· firstly, hziness and 
disinclination. to work or to the restraint of a kitchen or poor· house, and 
secondly the fact that though a large proportion of the people is accustomed to 
live a very hand-to·mouth exist~nce, they have refused to recognize the-fact that 
their usual summer supply of jungle prorlucts, mowra and toddy, would not be 
forthcoming and waited on until their strength was exhausted and their 
digestion ruined by eating rubbish. Even when the hope of mowrs and toddy 
had to be abandoned many people, especially amongst the koli.s, have refused to 
go to work saying deliberately that they would die in their villages. Immigra
tion has undoubtedly swelled the mortality returns to a considerable extent. 
The Mamlatdar of Dohad puts down 25 per cent. of the deaths in his taluka to 
immigrants from the Central India States, and there is no doubt the number has 
been large though an accurate enumeration is impossible as the names of many. 
who died were not known, and false names and villages are usually given. 

4. With regard to your 3rd paragraph I have examined the detailed 
returns for each taluka and maha!. The mortality is of course highest at the 
large central towns of Godhra, Dohad and Jhalod, but leaving these out, and 
omitting also villages in which deaths on relief camps are recorderl, the mortality 
appears to be pretty evenly distributed. 

5. There are at present 22 Circle Inspectors working in 692 villages, of 
which 13 are permanently uninhabited. I have sanction for 7 more, but cannot 
o-et men suitable for the work. There are over these Circle Inspectors, five 
:Special Aval Karkuns and three Forest Officers, while Mr. Ryan supervises 
Kalol and Halol in addition. Each Circle Inspector submits a weekly diary to 
the divisional officer, and each supervising officer submits a weekly diary to me 
which I forward to you. There are ambulanoe parties in the fiye chief towns, 
.and at the relief works, and every effort is made to bring in wanderers. 

6. There is no rule as to the number of times the divisional officers should 
visit relief works. I see from the diaries of the special civil officers when. the 
works are visited and I get frequent derui-official reports. At present there are 
.only two works (excluding Champaner which is very small) which have not 
European officers resident or practically resident on them, viz., Wadatalao and 
Dohad Ali-Rajpur road. Wadatalao was started at the end of March and has 
been visited by the Oistrict MediCllI Officer, the Executive Engineer, Mr. Ryan 
and myself, and the Dohad Ali-Rajpur road work shares with the Muwalia tank 
the attentions of Captain Southey. . 

7. There is one point which has possibly not been brought to the notice 
of Government, and that is the number cf inam villages (talukdari, mewasi, 
&c.) in the district. In Halol more than half the mahal is inami while in 
Kalol there are 31 inam villages out of 65. The proportion in the other tslukas 
is smaller, but still considerable. Now. with the exception of one or two bright 
examples, such as the Naik of Tanda, in Dohad, and the 111U1mfar of Goraj, in 
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Halol, i.he owners of these villages· do practically nothing whatever for their 
people. . Our Circle Inspectors visit the village and give the dole to deserving 
persons at Government expense, but the inamdars are required to do nothing 
but pay their assessment to Government, and they neither look after the people 
themselves nor keep efficient village officers to do it for them. It is only to be 
expected that their people will starve and wander. As for the Government 
villages, I can only say that with people such as we have to deal with either 
tbe high mortality must be accepted or the famine code principles altered. 
Government find it hard to understand how, with thorough supervision, people 
can die of actnal insufficiency ·of food. I would remind you of an· attempt, at 
the beginning of the famine, to define a "death from starvation.", In a district 
like this, where the lite of a Mil or a coli is of no value, and where the higher 
castes are,' as a rule, absolutely indifferent to the suffering of the town. deaths 
from actual want of food -can occur, and I fear that some. do occur; but until 
death from starvation is defined it is impossible to account satisfactorily for the 
mortality ascribed to that cause. If a man is set on by robbers and severely 
injured, and fever snpervenes and he dies, fever would not, I imagine, be. given 
as the cause of his death; and, similarly, if a II1an refuses work on, relief under 
'a. system which admits of proper control, and wanders about eating rubbish till 
his stomach is ruined and a decent meal causes diarrhrea from which he dies, I 
see no remedy but to ascribe his death to sta;vation. It is starvation whiCh he 
could have avoided, and for which no one is to ,blame but himself, but it is, 
nevertheless, starvation. The famine code requires that a man who is able to 
work and needs relief should work for it, and it is a perfectly fair principle. If 
it is to be observed there must, amongst people like these, ·be, a high mortality. 
They will not work while they can, but go on until, in the majority of, cases', 
'they <lie because they cannot digest the food give~ them. ' . 

No. 79. 
"etter from J. 'Monteath, Esq" C.S.I., I.C.S., Chief Secretary to the Gorernment 

of Bomba,!!, to the /)em'etar,!! to the Government of India, Department.qf 
Revenue and Agliculture. No. 1,372-P., dated Poona, the 22nd July, 1900. 

In continuation of my letter No. 1,367-P., dated 21st instant, I am directed 
, Memorandnm from the Com

miesioner, Northern Division, 
No. 3,878, dated 7th April,1900. 

Letter from the Collector of 
the Panch Mahals, No. 2,275, 
dated 19th April, 1900. 

to forward for the information of the Government 
of India copies of the papers specified in the margin, 
regarding the causes of high mortality in the 
districts of Northern Gujarat in the month of 
January, 1900. 

Enclosure 1 in No. 79. 

Memo. from the Commissiolleri Northern Div~ioll, to the Chief Secretary to the 
Government of Bon:bil,!!, Famine Department, No. 3,878,· dated Camp, 
Broach, the 7th April, 1900. 

In accordance with Government memorandum No. 1,505, of 15th March, 
the Commissioner, Northern Dhision, has the honour to report on the very high 
death rates in Gujarat, especially in Broach, Kaira and Panch Mahals in the 
month of January. The opinion of the Collector of Panch Mahals has not vet 
been tecei ved. • 

2. The district officers of Kaira and Broach do not think the excessive 
cold has much t.o do with it. That this' opinion is right seems sufficiently 
proved by the fact that the mortality has tended to increase since the weather 
becllme milder. The Commissioner haR no compiled statistics at hand, but from 
daily observation he hilS no doubt that this is so. 
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3. Mr. Quin, Collector of Kaira,' writes :-

" It is true that for a few days the cold was excessive and this no doubt increased 
the mortality largely for the time, bnt ou the whole I think the majority of deaths abo". 
the normal were due to the general famine conditions prevailing in the distriot. 
Large numbers of persons having no means of subsistence and refusing to go to relief 
works were wandering about the district in January trying to maintain themselves by 
begging. These persons were to be fO'lnd generally in the neighbonrhood of large 
towns, and the death·rate amongst them was Dat,ually very high." 

4. Mr. Painter, Assistant Collector of Broach, writes on 23rd January, 
that a large number of the deaths, are traceable to the relief works, that he knows 
it to be a fact that "many deaths in the villages are those of persons who 
had been to relief works and falling ill there returned to their homes to die. 
The symptoms are generally looseness of the bowels and fever. to He conjectures 
that it may be due to bad water, or to the fraudulent mixture of lang with the 
jOlCar flonr, but he admits that he has no definite grounds for the suggestions. 

5. On the 24th March the same officer writes :-" The view that cold was 
not to 'any large extent responsible for the steady increase of deaths, has, I think, 
been borne out by the fact that the advent of the hot weather has not reduced 
the figures as it should were the deaths chiefly due to a transitory phenomenon. to 

6. The subject is obscure, but the Commissioner's impression is that the 
main cause is to be sought for in the peculiar condition of the province. The 
very words used by Mr. Mollison to describe the Gujarat bullock may be applied. 
to the Gujarat human. ,He is soft and not inured to get on with insufficient 
food or unwholesome food. He succumbs much'more quickly to privation than 
the Deccani who is more accustomed to hardship. In this view the high death· 
rate in Broach is not so remarkable as would appear at first sight. The 
Commissioner believes that the destitution in that district is much underestimated 
by those who have not studied it. ,AJarger_ proportion of the population than 
elsewhere are in ordinary years employed on day labour at about 5 annas per 
day for men, and proportionately high wages for women and children. These 
high wages they freely spend on liquor and nourishing food without a thought 
for the morrow. They have not much stamina and the shock of reduced food 
and other privation breaks them down. The Commissioner fears that the 
mortality will continue to increase though it mayor may not be shown in the 
returns, as doubtless many who died in the first months were wandering 
foreigners. 

7. In the Panch Mahals again things are altogether different. There the 
,Bhil, unless he is under special influence, wanders about or stays at home rather 
than work, and dies. 

8. Steps are being taken to distinguish the local residents from immigrants. 

9. More vigilance than ever is necessary over the latrines, the water supply, 
and the food shops of the relief works. 

Enclosure 2 in No. 79. 

Letter/rom R. B. Stewart, Esq., Collector, Panch Mahals, to ihe Commissioner, 
Northem Division, Ahmedabad, Iva. 2,275, dated, Camp, Godhra, the 19th 
April, 1900. 

In reply to your No. 2,91S2, forwarding a copy of Government memorandum 
1,505, of 15th March I have the h()nour to report as follows:-

The high death·rate in this district in January last was undoubtedly" idue 
in a great measure to the extreme cold, and the Civil Surgeon, Godhra, attributes 
a considerable proportion of deaths to influenza, small-pox, and measles also. 
The fatal result of these diseases is, however, due to privation. As stated in the 
return accompanying the Government memorllIldum, 1,5 cases of deaths ascribed 
to starvation were medically examined in Godhra 'town. Elsewhere none 
of the cases were medically examined, the cause being stated by , the, vmag~ 
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officers to the best of their knowledge. In Doha<! taluka there were· 196 deaths 
on the relief works, 89 being children, and out of these 35 adults and 2} 
cbildren are said to have died of cold. Of the 43 deaths in Godhl-a town ascribed 
to starvation none were those of local residents,hut it is impossible to say 
whether the wanderers belonged to the district or outside. Of the eight death. 
from starvation in Dohad and Jhalod one was that of a local man who had been 
on· the relief work and left it, while the other persons were outsiders. 
,~,--- - ,.~. .... _ ..... '. --." _. -- - - ... . 

No. 80. 

Letter from the Honourable Mr. J. W. P. Muir-llfackenzie, I. C.S. , Chief 
Secretary to the (;overnment of Bombay, to Ihe Secretar.1f to the Government of 
India, Department of Revenue and A.qricu1ture (Famine). No. 3,41~, 
dated Bombay Castle, the 1st October, 1900. -, 

In continuation "of the letters from this Government specified in the margin, 
I am directed to forward for the information -of 

No. P.-1367, dated 21st the Government of India copies ora letter from the 
N J'W.:.!i~~ d ted 22 d Surgeon General with the Government of Bombay, 
~uly 1900.' a n No. 8,452, dated 24th August, 1900, and its 

• accompaniments, containing a report on the high 
mortality in the Gujarat Districts during the.months of January, February, and 
March, 1900, and to make the follow:ing remarks. 

2. There is .little doubt that all the causes enumerated by the Surgeon 
General and the Sanitary Commissioner have had some llffcct. When the 
census is taken-but not till then-it may be possible to estimate how far the 
death-rates have been raised by the deaths of immigrants j it is not now and 
apparently never will be possible to determine the extent of the effect of other 
causes. Although there has not been discovered the existence of any unusual 
disease, the fact that the mortality amongst residents in towns-exclusive of 
those who were merely temporary sojourners-has been exceedingly high 
indicates that the year has been a very unhealthy one. 

3. The figures given in paragraph 7 of the Surgeon General's report 
req uire correction, the real percentages being as follows:-

Percentage of .Percentage of Death·rate per 
Collectorate. Gratuitously , Popula.tion on Relieved to Total Mille per Annum, 

Relief. Relieved. January to March. 
I 

Ahmedabad ... ... ... . .. 13 34 96 

Kaira ... ... ... . .. . .. 6 23 114 

Panch MaMIB ... . .. . .. 6 18 163 

Broach ... , .. ... . .. 31 19 134 

Khlindesh ... ... . .. ... 17 27 88 

Shohipur ... ... ... . .. 20 33 42 

These figures cover too short a period to form a safe basis for deduction, but 
even so fur aB they go they hardly support the view that the death-rate 
depended -largely on the extent of relief given: The mortality was very much 
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higher in Rroach than iIi Ahmedabad, although the' proportion of people in 
re:eipt of relief in the former district was more than double that in . the latter_ 
The fo!lo,,:ing table has be~n ~repared. contrasting the extent of relief with the 
mortahty lD each of the distriCts until August (the figures for the last month 
for the Ahmedabad arid Kaira Districts, however, beinO' taken from the Collectors' 
weekly ~legrnms and beil"g, therefore, probably inco~plete) :-' . 

• 
Percenta.ge of POpul.tIOD on Belief of All KlDda, 

Di.trict. I . I I July, I Augue~ i January, February, I Karch, 
I 

April, 

I 
May, JUDO, 

1900. 1900, 1000. 1000. 1900, 1900_ 1900. 1900. 
I . 

1 
7"82 7'50 9'88 10'53 24'01 14'68 15'82 15'IIJ 

Ahmedabad ... ... 
9 13 15 17 13 '14 20 21 

{ 8-58 7'97 12'07 12'66 22'17 11'41 14'67 IS-S7 
Kaira . ... . .. 

2 5 10 13 10 14 26 24 

{ 
9-58 12'58 18-69 27'44 46'60 24-66 21'79 26-11 

Panch Mahrus .. -
6 6 7 16 12 23 36 40 

{ 
0'84 10'28 14-05 12'03 81'62 12'08 14'09 18'69 

Broach ... ... 
28 35 3] 25 23 22 36 33 

{ 
4'10 !Y95 10'71 12-67 J'81 (1'02 11'31 12'91 

Khandesh .. ... 
16 17 18 15 Hi 14 14 12 

\ 
11'57 8'48 3'64 4'61 7'07 6·]8 9'10 5-89 

Shohipnr ... ... 
1 18 20 23 23 22 23 21 13 

I 3'48 4'12 5'76 8'26 8'23 6'77 9'04 7'84 
Ahm~(lnagar _ .. ... 1 11 20 27 28 27 30 28 f,25 

, .. 

NOTE -The fignres in italics represent the death-rates per mille for the several months and those in block 
type for August represent death-rates calculated from the Dumber of deaths reported by the Collectors in their 
weekly famine telegrams. 

I t CUll ijcarcely be said that a very great extension of relief has had a very 
material effect so far in diminishing mortality. 

4_ There are two statements in the Sanitary Commissioner's report which 
require modification, He states in the section regarding Ahmedabad City that 
it appears that "at first the village relief was given freely, but it was used so 
largely that it was found necessary to restrict it, and perhaps the restrictions 
,,:ere applied t~ stringe~tly by .the ~\l'!:ge. authorities.'" It '\Vas found ~n 
November that vtllage relIef was given In Kalm on a much larger 8calethan In 

other districts, including the adjoining districts of Ahmedabad and Broach, and 
the Collector was instructed to restrict it to actual requirements with the result 
that there was a contraction in that district. But in the Ahmedabad district 
there was a continuous expansion. Lieutenant-Colonel Clarkson' states in the 
section regarding the Ahmedabad district that the people ".eked out their food 
with leaves of trees and roots and stayed on till their cattle perished and then 
when they came on the works they couln not perform the task imposed; and so 
of coul'se the minimum wage only was given, which being dissatisfied with (sic) 
the workers would leave and wander back to their villages_" From the time, 
however, at which the. Code system was introduced people received full 
wages for an appreciable interval after joining the works in the Ahmedabad. 
district, and very few ha,'e been paid the nlinimum wage at any time in 
that district. . . 
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ii. It is "ery difficult to dmw tIle line between death. of which privation 
i. n contrihuting cause and deaths due to starvation, and although the question 

• Vide correspondence end· 
ing with the letter to the 
Government of India, No. 989-
FAM., date,\ 29th December, 
IM99. 

was discussed at an early stage of the famine, - uo 
instructions regarding it have been issued; The 
Surgeon General and the Sanitary Commissioner 
apparently give to the term "starvation" a much 
wider meaning than has been usual. It is impossible 
to prevent deaths from want of food amongst people 

who wandel' from their homes and who do not seek for Government assistance 
until emaciation has set in, and the meals which village officers are required to 
give to such as are unable to go to a poor-house probably in many cases accelerate 
the end. But this Government has throughout insisted on the view that people 
who remain at their homes in British villages cannot die from want of food 
without negligence on the· part of village officers and of some at lea~t of the 
inspecting officers, starvation not being a rapid process. Wherever tbere has 
been any allegation of such deaths among rpsidents special inquiry has been 
orderr.d, bllt in no ease in Gujamt has the allegation been substantiated. 

6. I am also directed to forward the accompanying copies of the reports' 
. of the Sanitary Commission for the Government 

• Not printed. of Bomba)" No. B.F.-6277 -P., dated 24th August, 
and No.1I.F.-6996-p., dated 17th Septemher, 1900, 

011 the result of the chemical analysis of samples of water and foodstuffs 
obtuined from certain relief camps and poor-houses in the four N crthern 
District~ of Gujamt and in Sholapur, and to state that the attention of the 
Collectors concerned has been drawn to Ueutenant-Colonel Clarkson's remarks 
contained in them. 

Enclosure in No. 80. 

Letter from the Surgeon- General with the Government of Bombay, to the 
Secretary to Government, Famine Deparf:ment, Bombay, No. 8,452, dated 
the 24th August, 1900. 

In forwarding herewith letter No. B. F. 5,935, dated 9th instant, from the 
Sanitary Commissioner for Government, I have the honour to state that, so far 
as I am in a position to judge fl'om the information submitted, I.agree with the
Sanitary Commissioner in his opinion as to the causes of the very high mortality 
which has occurred in Gujarat during the past f€ow months, as compared with 
that in the famine "stricken portion of the Deccan. 

2. The report does not contain e"idence that any infectious disease, or" 
special form of fever was prevalent, and the increased mortality appears to have 
been mainly recorded under the heads of Fever, Diarrhcea and Dysentery; but 
the Sanitary Commissioner draws no comparison between the mortality from 
these diseases and. the melln [lnnual death-rates from the same causes. 

3. The report does not say whether or not, scurvy was observed to be· 
prevalent, and yet it probably existed in a considerable degree as a result of the 
g-eneml deprivation of wholesome food anu contributed to sweIlllie mortality. 
Fever would no doubt occur in many cases of privation, and especially in those, 
IIttended with intestinal disorders; but it would have assisted in torming an. 
opinion, if the results of the observation of typical cases of privation admitted 
into hospitals aud poor-houses had been reported in some detail, as evidence of 
the effects of scarcity in producing a febrile condition and of the general physical 
conditi~ll of the sufferers from a clynical aspect. 

4. I think it may be said that the cases of privation among pilgrims and 
other ill·fed and over-wrought travellers, who are so often admitted in 8 dying 
condition into Indian Civil Hospitals, even in prosperous times, are almost 
invariably attended by fever; and I regard a febrile state as a very frequent 
symptom of the later sta.,o-es of starvation. I consider therefore that, having 
regard to one of the most prominent symptoms which would be obserVEd or 

10llSi I II 



236 BOMBAY PRESIDENCY. 

complained of before decease, it is not surprising that II large number of deaths 
were registered as due to fever. But I am equally of opinion that these, together 
with a large proportion of the excess mortality attributerl to other causes, cannot 
be ascribed to any other cause than starvation. 

5. The death-rate in the Surat CoIIectorate during the first quarter of1900 
only rose to 55 per milIe per annum, as compared with 134, 163, 114 and 96 in 
the districts of Broach, Panch Mahals, Kaira and Ahmedabad, respectively; and 
I think it is not unreasonable to infer, that had the excess mortality been due to 
any epidemic fever, this would probably have affected also the SUrat CoIIectorate, 
the death-rate of which would then have approximated more nearly to that of 
the ether districts. I do not, however, wish to lay much stress upon this 
suggestioll. 

fl. I therefore concur in the views expressed by the Sanitary Commissioner 
in paragraphs 7 and 8 of his report; but I am disposed to attach somewhat 
more importance to the bad quality and deficient quantity of the water· supply 
than Lieut.-Colonel Clarkson appears to do. For the sake of clearness I may 
thus summarise the causes which, in my opinion, have contributed directly or 
1ndirectly, and in varying degrees, to cause the deaths from starvation-

(1) inaufficient and unwholesorrte food,-the latter including leaves and 
roots of trees and other plants and wild fruits ;' 

(2) the unwonted nature of some of the grain (e .. g., Rangoon rice) which 
was. otherwise wholesome ; 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

('7) 

(8) 

imperfect cooking of food,' especially of rice and vegetables; 

bad quality of the drinking water ; 

the originally prosperous and well-fed condition of the people, and 
their consequent inferior adaptability to resist the ill-effects of II 
sudden change to a poor and scanty diet as compared with the 
poorer and hardier people of the Deccan; 

the unwillingne~s of certain of the people to apply for, or accept, 
relief sufficiently early; . 

the aimless wandering of some of the distressed population in search 
of work or of alms, and the attendant fatigue lind exposure to suu 
and cold when in weakened health; 

the immigration of large numbers of destitute persons from adjoining 
Native States. . 

With regard to the remarks contained in the Sanitary Commissioner's 
paragra~h 8, I subjoin the following summary of those figures in Tables XV. 
and X \i 1. attached to the report which bear upon the connection between the 
death-rate and the percentage of the population relieved in each collectorate :-

Three lIIonths-J&DUory to March, 1900. 

Percentage of Percentage of Death-rate per Gratuitously 
Oollectorate. Population OD. Relieved to Total Mille per Annum, 

Beliel. Relieved. January to lII&rch. 
• 

Ahmedabad .. . ... ... . .. 13 32 I 96 

Kaira ..• ... ... . .. . .. 6 24 114 

Panch MahiLle ... .. . .. 6 18 163 

Broach ... ... ... . .. 34 16 134 

KhiLndesh . .. ... . .. . .. 17 27 88 

Bholapur ... .. ... . .. 19 33 42 
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It will be seen that in the cases of Kaira and the Panch Mahals the death
rate was proportion~te to the comparative smallness of the percentage of the 
population on relief; and that in the Panch Mahals and Broach it was also in 
direct ratio to the lower percentages of persons gratuitously relieved than in 
other districts. Whether these facts stand in the relation of cause and eftect, I 
am unable to say; and pos8ibly there were influences which prevented the full 
extension of relief in Kaira and the Panch Mahals. But I would observe that 
in the Broach Collectorate, which had the largest percentage of relieved to 
population, the better opportunities for gratuitous relief were taken advantage of 
to a less extent than' in any of the other collectorates, and the death-rate per 
mille per annum was only second to that of the Panch Mahals. 

Annexure!' 

Letter from the Sanitary Commis8ioner lor the Government of Bombay, to the Chief 
Secretary to G01lernment, Famine Department, No. 'B. F. 5,935-1'., dated the 9th 
August,1900. I , 

No. M.-158,dot<>d ISthApri11900. 
" M.-213, ,,18th do. 
'I 11.-270, ,,23rd do. 
I! M.--3J3, ,,26th do. 
" M.-419, II lith May 1900. 

With reference tc your memoranda marginally noted, 
I have the lioDour to submit the accompanying reports 
on the high mortality of the Gujarat Districts, and to 
state that I have endeavoured to reply to all the quostions 
asked. 

2. First of all as to the general condition of the people in Gnjhrat. It will be seen 
from the seperute reports that in normal times tbe mass of the people are in good condition 
and feed well, with the exception of the BhilR, who in the hot weather are preBRed for 
food; but even then with a good mhowra crop they Buffer little. If those on relief works 
do not own land, 8nd 8S far as my enquiries have gone, about one in ten stated they owned 
land for which they paid Rs. 20 more or less to Government, the usnal practice is for the 
employer to feed them with two good meals n day of a pound of the uBual grain at each 
meal, besides other things. In addition, some stated, they got one or two anna., and 
others, that they only got clothes. Sometimes a light morning meal waH taken. Those 
who cultivated their own land stated that their usual grain meal was at least two pounds 0. 

day. Nearly all questioned stated they took either toddy or liquor. Of toddy a good 
draught would be taken, but liquor not in large quantity. The Bhils, however, I am 
informed, take liquor whenever they can get it. In a way then, no doubt, ordinary 
Gujaratis living in a moist and usually warm climate,earning fairly easily what iB 
sufficient to live upon well, have soft con.titutions and feel the change tc lesser diet; hut 
it seems to me that if at first they had gone on to works, what 'With the wage they could 
earn and the resources they had besides, and the reserve of latent power in well fed bodies, 
they woula soon, after the first discomforts, have become inured to the harder work and 
lesser food. In all the districts it is reported that the people came on tc work in an 
impoveriRhed condition due to waiting on their cattle and living on what grain they could 
secure, mixing it with leaves and other deleterious substances. Then not finding the 
work to their liking they wandered away, trying to sub,ist by begging and getting more 
and more reduced, so that when they did get relieved by food at villages it did them 
no good. 

3. It has also been stated that the eating of Rangoon rice, wbich was imported in 
large quantities and sold cheaper than other grain, had something to do with the illness 
terminating in so many deaths. Rangoon rice is of a smaller grain than the rice usually 
eaten in this part of tbe country, and in many parts i. not the usual food of the people. A 
oertain amount of lime is added to it to keep it of a white colour and preserve it from 
inseots. Samples of it have been Bent to the Chemical Analyser tc Government, and h. has 
pronounced the rice to be I!ood from a chemical point of view aud the amount of Hme 
oontained in it to b6 harmless. Now, although a change of diet from jO"l8l·i or bajl'i tc 
rice may give rise to intestinal disorder. especiaUy amongst thobe in poor condition, I am of 
opin,on that mOBt of the workers would Boon have got accustomed tc it if they had 
prepared it properly. In numerous kitchens children and dependants have been fed on 
t,his rioe, which has beeu properly prepared, and it has not appeared to have any deleterious 
effect. In the kitchens I haTe seen the children, some tim9 in residence, were, as Brule, 
in good condition, and the dependauts, mostly old people, were stated to have maintsined 
their condition. Moreover those who a.sisted in the actnal kitchen operations, and 
partcok of the same food as the inmates of the kitchen or poor-house were,8s 8 rule, in 
remarkably good condition. 'l'he reason why the rice did harm, and the amount it did 
cannot be JUBtly estimated, is that the people on tbe works did not properly cook it, often 
ate it half boiled, nnd children especially would pick the grains Ollt of the dirt and eat 
them without oleanBing. What i. 8lIid of rice v'ould be true of any of the grains usually 
eaten if improperly cooked and mixed with deleterious substanee. 

4. With regard to the purity of the water supply. Of the 23 samples forwarded tc 
the Chemical Anal~'ser for the Government of Bombay and reported on, only five have 
been pronounced fit for potable purposes. In the hest of times, however, most of the 
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drinking water" would lie found unfit for potable purposes from a c)lemical point of view, 
especially when taken from rivers and surface wells. Brackish water exists in all the 
severely famine-affected districts in Gujarat, but I cannot find any positive evidence to 
conne~t it with the high mortality, for this is not confined to the talukas in which 
hrackish water exists. 

5. Then as to the "caste" of those died (8'8 Tables Nos. XIII. and XIV.·), by far 
the ~reat majority are" Hindus of low caste." Classes such as Christians and Parsis must 
be left out of account, as their numbers are so small that a few deaths more affect the 
percentage very greatly. There must have been some error in registering the caste, as 
it is impossible to suppose, especially in Broach and the Pauch Mahals, that none of 
th~ people coming under the head "All others" escaped death from some cause or 
another. 

6. In considering the ca'Jse of the high mortality, it must be borne in mind that the 
registration, though it may be, and probably is, accurate as regards the numbers dead, is 
not likely to be accurate as regards the cause of death. As will be seen in looking over 
the returns from the different Collectorates, in some the bulk of the deaths (Ahmedabad, 
Pauch Mahals, Broach) is put down to "Fever," in another (Surat) thE' deaths are divided 
between "Fever" and "Other causes," whilst in another (Kaira) the majority of deaths 
is put down to "Other causes." If, however, the mortality as registered in Rural Circles 
is separated from that registered in Town Circles, it is seen that a very high percentage of 
the deaths continues to be attributed to "Fever" in the Rural Circles of all the Collectorates 
except Kaira, whilst in the Town Circles of each Collectorate, except the Panch Mahala, 
the largest percentage of deaths is pnt down under the heading" Other caus.s." 

• 
1. Enquiry has been directed to find out if any particular form of fever has heen 

prevalent, hut so far the enquiry has failed to elicit that any specific fever has been 
present. A sharp look-out was kept for relapsing fever, bot none of the medicai officers 
in the districts, or microscopical observations in a head-quarters town, have found any 
indications that this fever existed, nor has skilled expert investigation lately made found 
the diagnostic spirillum which should he if there was much relapsing fever about. So, as 
the death-rate in all the districts of Gujarat has ateadily increased, and as there has heen 
but one caose steadily at work all the time, viz., famine, the high death-rate musil be 
ascrihed to privation of the usual food and comforts of the people. 

Why it should have told upon the people so much when work and wage was to be 
.cbtained must be attributed to :-

1. The restriction in their food and their supplementing it with deleterious and 
indigestible substances. 

2. People clinging to their homes on this insufficient food to look after their cattle 
and then coming on to works in an impoverished condition. 

3. The large influx of people from the Native States round each Collectorate. 

8. It is to be noted also that the percentage of population on relief was in the Gujarat 
Districts, exc~pt Broach, for December, 1899, and the months following, very small and 
low compared with the Deccan Districts: Bee Table No. X.V.Thelargenumbers in Broach 
were due to the large influx of strangers, more coming into this Collectorate, I understand, 
than into the others. In this connection also a table, No. XVI., compiled by Major Dyson, 
I.M.S., the Deputy Sanitary Commissioner, Gujarat Registration District, is appended, 
which shows the percentage of gratuitously relieved to the total on relief from October 
last. In the two Deccan DistJ:icts put in for comparison the number gratuitously relieved 
has been consistently high, but the death-rate in them did not reach to a very high figure 

·except in February and March in Khandesh. Now the gratnituus relief is mostly given to 
children and old people, and it will he seen from the tables of dE'~ths by ages that the 
"greatest mortality occurred at the extremes of life. As the majority of people in Gujarat 
live from hand to mouth, their resources are at an end hy the time the new kharif 
-crops are ready, and in ordinary years the buniah comes to their relief; but, as Major 
Dyson writes, .. Last year there was no kharif harvest, and the pinch of famine' must 
'have beoome severe towards the end of the year, and it is more than probable that 
large numhers of people, especially the young and the old. became so enfeebled during 
the last three fnonths of the year that they fell easy victims during the cold of January 
,and February, and even when they came on relief many were too far gone to receive 
.any benefit." 

9. As to deaths from ,. Starvation" which have been shown in some Collectorates 
and not in others, it appears to be a question of the beading under which the Registrars 
have chosen to enter them. In one town a few post-mortems having been made and the 
deaths certified as due to starvation, all those found dead have been entered as "Dead 
from starvation," whilst in another town people picked up dead are entered as dead from 
" Diarrha>a" or "Fever," according as their clothing was soiled or not. Of course, when 
numbers are picked up dead, unless cholera 01' some other specific disease is known to exist, 
the only guide to the cause is the condition of the body. It is absurd to ascribe the death to 
fever. If the clothing is soiled, it is justifiable to euter the death as due to diarrha!8, but 
jf th~re i. emaciation, the probabilities are." certainly in famine time, that the death is due 
to wnnt of proper food. and st<lrvation is the proper term, for many of thos" people really 
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did starve themselves to deoth. In Ahmedabad Town, where the deothii ascribed to 
otarvation have been many, beggars were taken to the poor-honse, I was informed, over 
and over again; but as long as they had strength to break out they would do so, and take 
their chance in the city, until they were reduced to such a state that they either had 10 
remain in the poor-house or perish nellr the city. In order to avoid being taken to tbe 
poor-house they would remain in the outskirts, and the search parties would find them 
dead or moribund. What has happened at Ahmedabad City has happened at other places, 
and though the deotha have not been entered under the same heading, the cau.e of death 
in the majority of those picked up de"" is the same as at Ahmedabad. 

Annexure II. 

R"Pu,'t by Lieutenant-Colonel J. W. Clarksun, I.M.S., Sanita,'!! Cummissjone}", on t"_ 
Mortality in the Ahmedabad Collectoraie for tile first Q"ctrter, 1900. 

The Ahmedabad CoUectorate is m,,\. up of 7 Rural Circle. and 4 Town Circles 
besides one Military Cantonment. 

Of the total population 78·!I:llive in Rural Circles and 21'0. in the Town Circles ami 
Cantonment. 

The Collectorate is surrounded by Nativ~ States oxcept on the sout.h, where it borders 
on the Kaira CoUectorate . 

. _ The Kolis and Thakurs and Bhils iu the Parantij Taluka are those who have suffered 
most in the present famine. In ordinary times they eat bajri and dall with chas, and in 
hot weather, in certain parts, they eat m howra, a. well as collect it for sale. A little liquor 
is taken daily, but not to any excess. They eal'n enough usually to kEep themselves well 
without very hard lahour, but not being thrifty do not save any,hing. 

A table, No. I., of deaths by cauees, for the first three months, is appended, and of the 
total mortality in each month: 70'04 per cent. in January, tH'~6 pel' cent. in February, and 
66'7 per cent. in March occurred in Rural Circles, whilst in th~ Bame months 29'96, 32'14, 
and 3:1'3 took place in Town Circles. Thus there is a slight decline in each month from 
January in the percentage mortality in Rural Circles, with a corresponding Alight rise in the 
mortality in Town Circles. . 

Whilst as regards the ratio of deaths per 1,000 of population for the whole zillah, the 
ratio is 7':12 in January, 7'50 in Fobruary, and 9'33 in March, but when the calculation of 
deaths per 1,0UO of popula~ion for Rural and Town Circles separately is made, it is seeu 
that. the ratio is much higher in Town than in Rural Circles. Practically, whilst the 
mortality in Rural Circles went up under 2 per 1,000 of population from January. to March, in 
Town Circles it went up ovor 4 per 1,000 in the same time, dne to the large number of 
peoplo attracted to large towns either in the hope of work or of charity. 

A table, No. II., is given, showing deaths by ages and sexes. The chIef mortality is 
among infants and children under 5 years of age, and then the other extreme of life shows 
the· next highest mortality, The lowest death-rate is shown amongst those from 15 to 20 
years of age, followed by those of ages ranging from 10 to 15 years. The deaths amongst 
males are in excess of those amongat females. 

In all the Rural Circles during the three months, the principal mortality .is ascribed to 
"Fever," and very few to "- Dysentery" or "Diarrhcea,lt which are the ('auses one would 
expect in famine times to be most prevalent. In Town Circles, on the other hand, more 
than half the total mortality occurring in them is put down to "Other causes." An analysis 
of the deotha in the largest Town Circle and Viramgam Town Circle has been made, and 
the result shown separately. It shows also what a large number of .trangers or" outsiders" 
have oome in to swell the total of deaths, and there is little doubt that in Rural Circles also 
the death roll has been increased by the number of wanderers from Native States, by 
which t-his Collectorate is almost s"rrounded. The mortality has been increased, not only 
by these wanderers from outside, but by the mass of people not coming pn to work till 
they were in very low condition, They eked out their food with leaves of trees and roots, 
and stayed on till their cattle perished, and then when they came on the works they could 
not perform the task imposed, and so of course the minimum wage only was given, which, 
being dissatisfied with, the workers would leave, and wander back to their villages. This, 
in my opinion, has been the chief oause of the high death-rate. The village agency has 
entered the mass of deaths under the head of .. Fover," but no specific fever has been dis
covered to have existed, and in the majority of cases the cause of death has been duo to 
Insuffioient food. Contributoryeauses. though in a miuor degree, were, in January, the 
oold, which led many workers to leave camps, and may have prevented others from coming 
on, but as the mortality has been steadily increasing, the effect of the cold weother can 
only have been temporary. -There also, I was informed that in some caBes the task was 
not equally apportioned by the subordinate officers in charge of works, and this had the 
offeot of sending I>eople off the works, but even presuming it did happen at one or two 
works. it could not have had a bad effect on the great mass of the people, and the cause of 
the exceas mor",h,y IA '0 bft tound lD the habits of the people, disinclined to go far from 
their villages and to work for a living wage. 
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Annexure III. 

Report by Lieutenant-Colonel J. W. Clarkson, I.M.S., Sallitary Commis .• ioner, 011 t". 
High Dwth-rate and Deaths from Starvation in Ahmedaliad City. 

Ahmedabad is a city. the popUlation of which, by the census of Ifl91. is 144,451, but 
since then, up to 1899, the population must have largely increased, because in lS91 there 
were only 9 mills, whilst in 18~9 there were 22 mills and 3 factories, which must have 
attracted a large number of people, and the Health Officer is of opinion that the city i8 
overcrowded, and, in addition. a large number of people have cnme in again, and remained 
with friends and relations. Lately, owing to the bad state of the mill industry, numbers 

. of hands have been unemployed. 

The ten-year mortality mean and the number of deaths in the first quarter is shown 
in the table appended, No. I., and also the ages at time of death in this Town Circle is 
shown in another table also appended, No. II. 

The table below shows the total deaths and deaths by causes and sex in the city for 
January, February, and March, 1900 . 

. 
De .. tha by Causea. Sex. 

Months. Total 
Death .. Dyaentery Smoll. Other Oholera. pox. Fever. and Injuries . CauBeB. Mal •. Female . 

Diarrh<e&. 

Janna,.,. ... ... .. . I,4M - 2 468 I 47. I I4 923 793 6SI 

Febru.,.,. ... ... ... 1,582 - I 356 4I I 7 1,177 857 725 

March - ... ... 2,140 - 10 554 78 

I 
12 1,486 I,IIS 1,022 

There is a slight preponderance of males dying to females. The infantile mortality is 
Jligh. . 

The deaths ascribed to " Other causes" are in each month much more than half of 
the total number Of deaths. 

The chief diseases which help to make this total of "Other causes" are given below. 

Doothe 
Chief IlIn ... ending in Death entered 

under heading" Other Ca1lBE!8." 

Months. ascribed to Remarks. Other I 
Causes. Bronchial Want of I Starvation. Affections.. Loota.tion. 

I 
.' 

, 
January ... ... ... 92S U8 102 . 246 826 deatha out of 928 , 
Februa,.,. ... ... ... 1,177 . 892 66 539 997 " " 

1,11'1 

March ... ... ... ... 1,488 471 96 590 1,168 
" " 

1,i8R-

The" Want of lactation" and starvation are causes directly due to famine. 

In famine times it is notorious that people leave their homes and go to big cities in 
hopes of employment, and among these outsiders not known to reside in the city, 442 
deaths occurred in January, 68,1, in b'ebruary, and 902 iu March, or a percentage on the 
otal deaths of 30'4, 43'2, IUld 42'2 in each month respectively. 

In cases of death in the streets, or on the oul.skirta in which there are no relatives to 
claim the body, and in which no information can be obtained, a panchnama is held by the 
M ukhl aud Police, and according to the appearance of the body the cause of death is 
registered. All t.hese cases put down as dead from "Starvation" are those of outsiders 
wandering to the city and dying unknown. Thus in January 442, in February 684, and 
in March 902 " outsiders" died, and of these, in each respective month, 246 or 55'7 per 
c'>nt., 539 or 78'8, 590 or 65'4 per cent. were put down as died from starvation, being 
picked up dead. 

An estimate of their ages was made, and the heaviest mortality was among' adulta 
who were stated to be mostly" Kolis " and" Thakurs." 

The verdict of. the panch nama has to be accepted, and then the question arises how 
were these people allowed to get in such a low state when Government had expreesly 
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,instituted a system of "iIlage relief· to help these wanderers to the famiue camp.,·or tbe 
,place they wanted to go to? Although I was not in office at the beginning of the y~.ar, 
it would appear, from enquiries I have made, that at first the village ·relief was given 
freely, bnt it was nsed so largely that it was found necessary to restrict it, and perhaps 
the restrictions were applied too stringently by the village authorities, or many of these 
people may have been from foreign territories or very distant villages, who did not know 
where to get relief on the road. . For instance, in the Sarungpur poor-hunse at Ahmedabad 
there were 496 admissions from January 22nd to April 2nd, Ig00.They ·came from 
134 villages, of which 73 cannot be ilientified. Of the 61 villages identified, 9 were in 
the Ahmedabad Distriot, 38 in the Kairs District, 5 in Mahi Kantha, 7 from the Baroda 
territory, 1 from Cambay State, and 1 from Gwalior. The large number of villages not 
identified offers the presumption that tbey were not in British territory. Aocording to 
the distances of the villages. some of the people must have come 40 miles before reaching 
the po,?r-house • 

. Also many did not care about staying, either on works or in the poor-house, and 
would break out, preferring to beg in the city until they were unable to beg any longer 
and would die in the streets.' " 

Eliminstilll!' the deaths among outsiders, the increased mortality over the normal 
average is due in part .10 an outbreak of influenza, tho Medical Officer of Health of 
Ahmedabad ascribing indeed all tbe deaths from fever dvring Jannary, February and 
March to this cause., ,In part, also, the heavy mortality is due, the Health Officer 
considers, to the overcrowded state of the city, and in this I am inclined to agree with 
him. especially as the large number of deaths ascribed to ., Bronchial affections," which 
are included nndor the heading" Other causes," points that way. 

Annexure IV. 

Report by Lieutenant-Colonel J. W. Claruon, I.M.S., Sanitary Cummissioner, on 1M 
Mortalily in 1M Viramgam Town Ci,·cle. 

The Viramgam Town Circle returns, although of late years, since drajnage channels 
were dug, the death-rate has been reduced, still have usually shown a high death-rate. 
Th~ mortality ascribed to "Other causes" has not been so strikingly high as in 
Ahmedabad, the deaths attributed to fever being most numerous. Of the deaths ascribed 
to "Other causes" (S88 Table No. I.) ·the following analysis has been made :~ 

(lanse of Death. I January. I February. I Maroh. 

, 

I Bronchial &ffeotiOlll ... ... ... 51 86 ~9 , , Measles ... ... ... ... .. . 17 I 18 17 
I 

COD.VUWOllB 
, 

18 20 18 ... ... ... ... I 

Delirium '" ... ... . .. . .. 21 - -
Starvnt.ion ,., ... '" ... . .. 8 ! 2 

Minor ailments .... ... ... ... IS 12 8 

Total ... ... ... 128 

I 
HO 9! 

In January there were a number of deaths from bronchitis, and in February an 
outburst of pneumollia. 

Annexure V. 

R"IJort by Lieutenant-Culonel J. W. Clarkson, I.M.8., Sanitary Oommissioner on 1M 
, Mortalily in 1108 Kaira Colleetorate for the first Qltat·t",·, 1900. • 

Iu the Kaira Collectorste there are seven Rural and four Town Circles. 92'4 per cent 
of the popolatioll of the district live in'the Rural Circies, and 7'6 per cent. in the Tow~ 
'l~ii'ele8 . 

. 'rho Dharalas form the bulk of the population, ,here are no hill tribes or forest peopl •• 
ami hardly any Bhils. , • : ' 
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The "taple food in ordinary times is hajri; bavto and dhall. They are not, I am 
Informed, addicted to liquor. They work in their own way and at their own time, and 
earn a comfortable living without any great exertion. 

A table of mortality for the first three months in the year is appended, Table 
No. III. Of the total mortality in each month, 88·36 per cent. took place in Rural Circles 
and 11·64 per cent. in Town Circles in January, 83·0-1, and 16·96 per cent. respectively in 
February, and 86·38 and 13·62 respectively in March. 

For the Collectorate as a whole, the greatest mortality is, in each mont"', attributed to 
.. Other causes," but if the deaths in Rural and Town Circles are taken separately, it will be 
seen that it is, in the Rural Circles, the deaths ascribed to .. Other causes" preponderate, 
whilst in Town Circles the chief cause of death is due to dysentry and diarrhooa, and so no 
separate analysis of the death causes in the Town Circles has been made. 

A table, No. IV., giving the deaths by "ages" and" sexes," shows that the mortality 
W811 greatest amon.,.st people 50 years of age and upwards. both in the Collectorate as a 
whole and in the Rural Circles. In Town Circles· deaths among children unde,. five years 
of age preponderate. Young adults between 15 and 20 years of age suffered laalt. 

The deaths amongst males are, in every month, much higb,er thaD. amongst females. 
As thEl mortality in Thasra Taluka was very high, an analysis of the deaths put down w 
.. Other causes" was made, and the principal cause of death is attributed to bronchial 
affections, which cannot be put down as due to .. overcrowding," though probably living 
in small huts with an insufficiency of clothing may have caused many, at the extremes of 
life, to be liable to disease attacking the lungs. 

I Cause of Death. 
I 

January. I l'ebl'1l&l7. I March. 

Bronchial affectiOIlS ... ... . .. .06 

I 
lUO 825 

Dropsy and dropoical IWellingo ... ... 46 81 74 

Senility ... ... .. . ... ... 60 I 61 95 

Want of laotation ... ... ... 40 i 18 35 

4naemia. and debility ... ... ... 11 I 29 81 

Bmaaiation ... ... ... ... .. . 39 40 39 

M .... 1 .. ... ... .. . ... .. . 13 8 25 

Bioketo ... ... ... . .. ... 39 
i 

1 14 

Er,roipelas ... ... ... ... .. . J1 ]0 18 

I 

Minor causes ... ... ... 
'''1 

75 62 81~ 

Total ... ... 650 I ;;50 737 I "·1 I 

I I 

The District M~dical Officer reports that, from enquiries he has made, it appears that 
the crops, which had almost matured at Heranj, Khandli, and Machial, in the Maw 
Taluka, were destroyed by irrigation with brackish water. The people did not drink this 
water; but even if th~y did, the effect was not harmful, as the mort4lity in the Matar 
Thluka is the lowest of all the talukas in this district. 

Annexure VI. 

Re}JlWt by Lieutenant-Colonel J. W. Clarkson, I.M.S., Sanitary Commissioner. nil th4 
Mortality in th8 Pamch Maltais Colleetorate for the first Qlmrter, 1900. 

The Panch Mahals is a district in which are many Native States. It consiste of five 
Rural Circles and two Town Circles. It is roughly divided into the Eastern and Western 
Mahals, of which the Bhils live chiefly in the eastern part, whilst the Kolis and Nikvas 
occupy the western portion. The staple food iu ordinary times is Indian com for those 
living in the east and bajri for those in the west, whilst on relief camps the Rangoon rice 
and mug dhaII have been used. 

The Bhils are reported to drink whenever they get a chance, but are of active b&bits 
and hardy, and will work after their own fashion. The Kolis also drink as a regular 
habit, but not to any extent-they are not hardy and are not inclined for work (only) 
except at their own times and in their own way. Of the totsl population 91';1 per cent. 
live in the Rural Circles and 8·8 per cent. in the Town Circles. 
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A tabl~. No. V., is appended, showing ihe deaths by causes in the Rural and Town 
Circles, Rnd this shows that in all the Rural Circles th~ deaths returned as due to fever far 
outnumber the rest of the deaths. 

The difficulty is to explain this high percentage. There is little' doubt that many of 
the deaths ascribed to fever are not due.to it, but from the village agency for registration 
too much cannot be expected. Plague has not been prevalent in the zilla, nor inHuenza, 
nor relapsing f.ever. The causes appear to be in the people themselves. Mostly agricultural, 
they have held on as long as any cattle remained alive, supporting themselves by selling 
wood, &c. The Bhils also have been waiting for the mowra crop, which has failed, and as 
these people were averse to State aid, "yerse to tbe work offered, the death-rate went np, 
""ld even when they did come on to work, being in poor condition, they were not able to: 
r~cover, and the death·rate increased. -

A table; No. VI., is appended, showing the de~ths by "ages" and "sexes." As 
regards" ages" the largest number of deaths occurred amongst those 60 years of age and 
upwards, both in the Collectorate generally and in the Rural Circles. The infantile 
mortality is also high, and 80 is also the mortality after the age of 30. The Rural Circlea 
and Town Circles, but especially the latter, show a large number of deaths of people aged 
between 30 and 50 years of age. 

The deaths amongst ~lales far exceed those amongst females. 

Of the two Town Circles, Godhra. and Dohad, the popUlation is a little over 8 per cent. 
of the whole population of the zilla. 

The mortality statistics for Godhra Town Circle are appended (Table No. VII.). For 
the early months they have'tn be amended, 8S the deaths occurring in the poor-house have 
not been included. 

Of the total deaths in the first quarter of the year, 65'4' per cent. occurred amongst 
males, and the very 'great majority were Hindus of low caste. 48'7 per cent. of all the 
deaths are ascribed to .. Fever" and 43'9 per cent. to .. Other causes" The sudden drop in 
March of deaths put down to "Other causes," with a corresponding rise in the number of 
deaths nnder the head" Fever" is very noticeable. 

Regarding the analysis of deaths from .. Other causes," in January and February there 
occur 4;{ and 77 deaths from starvation.' TheRe are amongst people picked up dead, or 
nearly so, in the vicinity of the town. In February occurs the large nnmber of 132 deaths 
ascribed to" General debility." All these are attributed to famine. After February the 
deatbs which arise from famine causes would seem t.o be transferred 'to the heading 
U Fever," as there is nothing else to account for such a. sudden and heavy rise in the fever 
rate. The deaths in Godhra Town Circle for April and May are also included in the above 
table. Cholera commenced in the town, but the incidence, as shown in the returns, was 
very slight. The number of deaths ascribed to fever still continue high. . 

The increase in the Dohsd Town Circle mortality is due to the inclusion in the Town 
Cirole register of deatbs occurring in the poor·house, the tank work, and tbe hospital. No 
deatbs are ascribed to "Starvatiou," but of the numbers picked up dead in the outskirts, if 
there were signa of purging the death was ascribed to" Diarrhrea," if not, then to" Fever." 

Annexure VII. 

Rep",·t by Lieutenn.nt-Colonel J. lV. Clarkson, I.M.S., Sanitanj Commissio1ler, on tile 
Mm·tality in the Broach Collectorate for u.. first Quarter, 1900. 

The Broach Collectorate consists of six Rural Circles and two Town Circles, and on 
the north and east is bordered by Native States . 

. Throughout the Jambusar and Vagra Talukas and the Hansot Mahal the water is 
brackisb. Between the upper stratum and a lower one, about 13 or 14 feet down, the 
sweet water-supply is obtained, and this is drunk. The bmckish water is not used for. 
drinking or irrigation. . 

. The inhabitants are mostly Kaubis, BorahB, and Gimsias, with a small number of. 
Bhils and T..Iavias. Of the total population 84'7 per cent. live in the Rural Circles and 
15'3 per cent. in the Town Circles. With the exception of the Bhils, the inhabitante do 
not take much liquor, and their food in ordinary times is jowari, kitcheri, and chas, and 
three. meals a day are usually taken. A table, No. VIII., showing the nnmber of deaths 
and the death-rate, and the average ten years' mortality for the montbs of January, 
February, Bnd March, is appended, and also a table of deaths by ages and sexes (Nt). IX.). 
Of the total mortality in January, 8~'5 per. cent. occurred in Rural Circles, and 16'5 per 
cent. in Town Circles: in February the percentages were 82'7 and 17'3 respectively: and 
in MaNh 79'5 and 20'5. Thu • .there. is a.gradual increase in each month in the percentage 
mortality in Town Circles.' MGre than half the deaths in each month are asoribed to 
.. Fenr." The mortality attributed to "Other causea" is also high, but the percentage to 
the total death. diminishes slightly from January to March, whilst that from dysentery 
and diarrhoaa goea up. 

10586 II 
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Amongst Rural Circles the highest mortality OCCIlrB in Vagra and A'mod, then ill the 
.Jambusar aud Broach Talukas, and then Hansot and Anklesvar; and in March there is a 
very decided rise in the mortality in the Anklesvar Talnka., and it was in March that the 
}loople were drafted to the works in this taluka. 

There were no deaths from cholera aud but one from small-pox. From starvation 
26 deaths were reported in January, 5 in February and 10 in March. . 

The mortality in the Rural Circles is ascribed in January to a large number of the 
people and strangers wandering about and not getting subsistence, also to the cold which, 
it is stated, drove many from the works and pr~vented others going there, an,l to the 
alteration in the mode of living and working; but as the cold was not prolonged and the 
people ¥lust Boon have got·to know where- employment was obtainable, and as the mortality 
increased every 'month, the cause is to be attributed to the people not coming on the works. 
.Jowari was first eaten and then Rangoon rice and then jowari again; but change of diet 
appeared to·make no difference in the mortality. '&lso, as noted above, brackish water is 
present in part of the district, but as the pAople are reported to have used the sweet water 
they were always accustomed to, this could not account for the mortality. 

The Table No. IX. shows that the heaviest mortality occurred amoIlgl!t children 
between 1 and 5 years of age, and next to this those 60 years and ottpwards in age were the 
·chief sufferers. 

In this Collectorate also the deaths amongst males are in excess of those amongst 
females. 

Annexllre VIII. 

Report by Lieutewtnt-Ooltmel J. W. Olarkson,. I.M.S .• Sanitary Oommissioner, on the 
Mortality in the Broach Town Oircle. 

In the Town Circles the deaths ascribed to fever and dysentery and diarrhrea were 
comparatively few in number. The deaths from dysentery and diarrhrea increase in 
number gradually from Janll8ry to March. The largest number of deaths is, however, put 
down to .. Other causes." -

In Broach Town these have been examined and the following table is appended. ~rhe 
general death ~auses are shown in the table of deaths for the district:-

. 

Deaths 
Sex. 

Total Months. Deaths. amongst 

I Strangen. Male. Female. 

January ... ... . .. 402 112 226 176 

February ••• ... ... 492 170 291 201 

lIIaroh ... ... ... 733 23' 386 S47 

April ... ... '" 58<1 150' S06 278 

May ... ... . .. 929 S09 466 463 

There were more male than female deaths, and the infantile mortality was heavy. 
The l\lw-caste Hindus--Bhils, Talavias, Dhers--.uffered most, losing over 65 per cent. of 
the total number of deaths recorded, and then the Mahomedans over 20 per cent. in the 
first quarter of the year. In May 210 deaths took place from cholera. Of the mortality 
ascribed to .. Other causes" the chief causes of death and the numbers dying therefrom 
are:-

eao .. ol Death. I Janoary. I February. I March. April. May. 

BfODOhioJ. affeatioZll ... ... ... . .. 89 103 205 104 118 

M ... l .... ... . . ... . .. H 90 246 
• ! 191 102 

Senility ... ... ... '" '" 91 90 102 82 S8 

ConvultiOJlI ... ... ... ... . .. ' 2' . 27 25 26 2i 

4nanniA ... ... ... . .. . .. 63 to 25 19 18 
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The measles Bnd convulsions mostly occnrred amongst the infant&. The deatha put 
down to anemia and senility were probably due t<> famine cansel. 

All picked up dead were strangers, and the cause of death was certified by a medical 
man; bnt there is no record as to the numbers picked up dead in and around Broach 
Town. Leaving out the deaths amongst strangers, the mortality in Broach has been very / 
high, and is due to overcrowding and bad ventilation, to which is due the spread of measles 
and the large number .of bronchial affections. 

Annexure IX. 

Report by Lieutenant·Oolonel J. W. Olark8on, I.M.S., SanitartJ Oommissioner, on tM 
Mortality in the Surat Colketorate/OI' theftrst Quarter, 1900. 

Surat consists of 8 Rural Circles and 2 Town Circles. The worst affected district is 
Mandvi, but there is also distress in East Bardoli and parts of Bulsar and Pardi. The 
people mostly affected by famine are the Kaliparaj, but also Kolis and Mochis hav" 
sulfered. The staple food of these people is nagli, kodra, baoti and rice, and three meals 
are usually enjoyed •. Dhall does not seem to be used, but wal (a kind of bean) is eaten 
with nagli bread. Toddy is largely drunk and country liquor also. The KaIiparaj are 
similar to the Bhils in habits aud like to live in scattered hamlete. There is much brackish 
water in Olpad, but not nsed for drinking or irrigation. The water in Mandvi is not 
brack;ish. but dries up very quickly. A large number of people from the neighbouring 
Native States are reported to have come into this taIuka. 

Tables Nos. X. and XI. are appended giving the causes of deaths and the ratios and th" 
deaths by ages and sexes. In the Collectorate on tho average tor the first three months 
three-fourths of the total deaths occurred in the Rural Circles, and although the majority 
of deaths in each month are ascribed to fever, the deaths att.ributed to "Other caus.s" are 
also very high. In the Rural Circles the deaths due to fever are twice as high as the 
deaths from" Other causes, n but in the Town Circles the reverse is the ease and deaths 
due to .. Other causes .. are greatly in excess. Whatever numbers of strangers may have 
come into the taluka of Mandvi, not many found their way to the head-quarter town, and 
tho number of deaths ascribed to fever is due to people wandering about and not going on 
the works. 

As ref(ards the deaths in the Surat Town Circle (see Table No. XII.), which are in 
each month a little more than double the usual number;"a table is given shnwingthe causes 
of death. The deaths entered under the heading" Other causes" are in the great majority. 
and the analysis of them shows that to lung affeotions and measles the increase is due. The 
number of deaths increases from January to,March and then faUo in April, and would hav" 
continued to fall in May but for an outbreak of cholera. 

The short table of the causes of deaths in Mandvi Town is appended (No. XII.). 

FAMINE RELIEF MEASURES IN THE, BOMBAY 
PRESIDENCY. 

No. 81. 

NOTIFICATION BY THE GOVERNMENT OF BOMBAY. 

No. M. 1360, dated Mahdbleshwar, the 16th November, 1901. 

The following correspondence between the Government of Bombay and the 
Government of India is published for general information :-' 

Letter from the Chief I:lecretary to the Government of Bombay, to the Secretary 
to the Government of India, Department of Revenue and Agricnlture 
(Famine), No. 2159, dated the 3rd October, 1901 :-

"I am desired by the Governor in Council to acknowledge receipt of the 
Resolution of the Government of India, No. 12-43-30 of the 26th Aug"ot, 1901, with 
whioh was forwarded copy of the Indian Famine Commission Report of 1901. 

10666 



246 BOMBAY PRESIDENCY. 

"2. In submitting some preliminary observations upon the report I am to say 
that the Bombay Government fully appreciate the value of many of the recommenda
tions made by the Commission attaching special importance to that regarding the 
appointment of a Famine Commissioner when relief operations are on a considerable 
scale, and are anxi< ... ufI to discuss in an entirely conciliatory spirit the questions 
regarding which they are not at present able to accept the views of the Commission. 
The Governor in Council is, however, of opinion that the exact position occupied by 
the Bombay Go\"ernment during the late inquiry should be placed formally on record, 
not from a desire to embark on any controversy, but with the view of making it clear 
why this Government feel· constritined now to make some remarks on certain 
paragraphs in the Commissioners' Report. 

"3. When the Resolution appointing the Commission was communicat.ed to this 
Government it was noticed that no representative of the Bombay Presidency had been 
appointed to serve with the Commission. The Governor in Council acquiesceu in 
this omission, because he felt the force of the argument that an inquiry into the 
manner in which famine had been dealt with in Bombay should be carried on by an 
entirely independent body. But some portions of the report of the Commission cause 
this Government to regret that they did not at the time of its appointment suggest to 
the Government of India that the precedent of the Famine Commission of 1898 
should be followed, and a Commissioner appointed from Bombay, not to assist in the 
preparation of the ultimate report but to watch the evidence given before the 
Commission so far as it affected Bombay, and to call the attentjon of this Governlllent 
to points on which, in his judgment, it would have been well for rhem to have 
offered explanations to the' Commissioners. 

"4. The Government of Bombay du not claim for a moment that, in their 
endeavours to deal with a famine of unprecedented severity, and one which devastated 
districts where famine had been unknown within the memory of man, they have 
made no mistakes. Neither do they complain of the manner in ,vhich the Com
missioners have embodied their criticisms-on the contrary, they fully appreciate the 
well-deserved tribute the Commissioners pay to the local officers of this Gove:rnm-ent 
as a body for the zeal and ability with which they discharged their very arduous 
duties. l.'he observations made further on in this letter on certain paragraphs (up to 
paragraph 236) in Part II. of the report are, therefore, merely dictated by the desire 
of this Government to lay before the Government of India cedain considerations and 
facts which, in the opinion of the Governor in Council, may not have been fully 
brought to the notice of the Famine Commission. 

"5. The general tenour of the Commissioners' remarks, in so far as they are 
unfavourable to Bombay, is to the effect that, whilst in the earli8r stages of the famine 
relief was extravagantly given in the Central Provinces, it was not given with 
sufficient liberality in Bombay. The GQvernor in Council acknowledges that at the 
commencement of the famine the Government of Bombay under-estimated the 
resources and staying power of the inhabitant.s of Gujarat, which, as the Governor 
General in Council is aware, had long been regarded as one of the most fertile districts 
in India. Famine had been unknown there for 75 years, its population were well-to do : 
and in Gujarat, if anywhere, it might reasonably have been supposed the cuHivators 
would have saved money against a time of need. The Governor in Council therefore 
submits that the then Government of Bombay had good reason to believe at the 
outset that the distress in Gujaritt might be dealt with on principles analogous to those 
which had proved amply suffici-ent in 1897 in the far poorer districts of the Deccan. 
I am to add that the Government of Bombay felt that the language of the Government 
of India's Circular No. 2·E'AM. of 27th December, 1899, imposed npon them the 
absolute necessity for economy in the expenditure of monies contributed by the 
Government of India for famine expenditure; and that the knowledge that this 
Government had already been constrained to appeal to the Government of India for 
liberal assistance in connection with Plague expenditure rendered them especially 
a!lvions to incur no iniputation of waste of public money. 

"6. With regard to the specific criticisms of the action of the Bombay Govern
ment made by the Commissioners in Part II. of their report the Governor in Council 
is not of opinion that it is necessary to reply to each of them in detail since he 
apprehends that the main object of the appointment of the Famine Commission was 
to devise improved means for dealing with possible future conditions, rather than to 
criticize in detail incidents of the late famine. It is ahlO inferred from the terms of 
the Resolution of the Government of India that a separate communication will be 
received. regarding some of the imporLant general questions reserved for further 
discussion. and at any rate it w:ould not be appropriate to express a final opinion 
regarding them until the principal officers engaged in the administration of famine 
relief in the Presidency have been consulted and there has been an opportunity for 
mature consideration. The object of t.he present communication is to point out 
certain facts and considerations to which, although they have a material bearing on 
some of the views expressed in their report, the attention of the Commission has not 
been directed but which would have been brought to their notice if a representative 
of this Government acquainted with them had been .present at the inquiry. As the 
remarks made -below amount largely to corrections of statements of fact, it is hoped 
that the same publicity win be gi ven to them as to the report of the Commission." 
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I.-Paragraph 63 of the report speaks of • Onlera' given by the Chief Secretary. 
The Government of India are aware that the Cr.ief Secretary had no power to i88u. 
orders, and the responsibility for their issne must rest witb the Bombay Government 
them""lv"" by whom the orders were promulgated. . 

n.-With reference to the statement in paragraph 31 of the report quoted iu the 
margin it ia to be observed that the correspoudenco with 

'In Bomb&7 • • the apporent the Government of India regarding the report of the .boo_ or. clear appreolatlon on tho Famine Commisoion of 1898 waa not completed when 
put of it. o8lcere DI to wh&t the 
_eral odmlDl.tnti •• pc1iC7 or tho the last famine began. All the correspondence w"s 
Bombay Go ...... meDt was led to communicated to the local offlcera and their atteution 
heo!tatlou and mJs.nnderotaadlD.. was called to the more importaut pointa. The prin
whi.ch would, we thlDlt, ha.., boon clples accepted by this Government 3Jld ·>ppro.-ad b\" 
._dod had • clear piau hooD laid . ' : .' 
<1own and poblbhed in ad..." .. .' the Government of IndlS, which were In th. main 

those followed with auccelll! in the famine of IS~16 -:1 •. 
could not h .... ~ been mGr. clearly put before theBe offlcera. Special Instruction. wel"~ 
i .. ued at a very early .tuge regarding the relief of hill tribes, the trial of .ystems (Of 
piece-work aud supp!y of fodder, and not. long afterwards re,:arding the cla .... of 
works 1.0 be selected in .. arious circumstanoes, the organlZ:ltion of villag. reli~f and 
the treatment of persons newly aniving on works. . 

lIt-In pal"".<graph 26 of the report it is recommended !.hat in Bombay the "llIage 
accountant should be plat-ed under the 8upervision of the Circle Inspector, who in his 
torn should be brought more immediately under the control of the District anthoritie .. 
"l'hi. is the arrangement ae~ually in force so far 88 the duties of the Circle Iu.pect.or 
other than teohnical work connected with 8urvey are concerned. The •• oW""rs are 
appoint.ed by the Collect.ors and are subordinate to the Mamlatdars, and the rules 
provide that the viUage accountanta shall 88 regards the duties referred 1.0 be un(ler 
the control of the Circle Inapec!.or8. H Is intended by this Government 1.0 _ign 1.0 
the latter cl ... of offleen general land revenue duties 88 well 88 duties connected with 
land records, 88 desired by the Government of India, wtth as little delay as po&!i~le, 
and they will then be in all _peets part of the general admInistrative .talI'. It i. tbe 
case that the statistical information Is compiled 80 far as it relates to .gricuJtur~ in 
tbe office of the Direct.or of Land Records and Agriculture and so far as il relates 1.0 
mortality.in the otJioo of the Sanitary OommiBBioner, it. being held that this coa ..... 
would avoid delay in 0~t8iniDg the general result.&. A. at preKent a(lvised the 
Governor in Council anticipates no ditflculty ill giviug efl'ect 1.0 the view of the 
Commission and of the Gov"rnment of India that the returns should go through the 
Collector's office and be collated under his supervision, but as a "m .ttur of fact that. 
ofllcer is mad. aware of auy failure of crops and of any increase uf mortality long 
befor~ tbe statistics are compiled. His relations with the subordinate officers are so 
close I.hat nothin,! abnormal should long escape his notice, and there i. no chance of 
any distress occurring withoat his having had an opportunity of prep.ring for it. 

IV.-lt is recognized, however, that the interval belwc.;11 the time of 1l8certaininjf 
that there will be a failure of crops and the time when it i8 nec ..... ry to provide relief 
is so short that p,...parations shonld always be maintained to meet the contingency, 
"nd it is admitted t.hat for tho rl.'asons lIJentioned by the Commission such .. rrange
menta were not sufficient to meet adeqllately th" eml'rgellcy which al"Oc!e in thi, 
Prosidency. The recurrence within two years of a more extensivo famine than those 
of 11176-11 and H196-97 was not con.idered 1.0. be a danger to be fklriou.ly anticipated. 
It is pointed out in paragraph 16 of the report tbat there were relieved in this 
Pre.idency in 1899-1900 i\X5 million. of units as compared with 119 in 1896 -97. If 
tlla number employed on works be taken Bcparately, it is found that in 1876--77 the 
ma:timum rMehed was 361,172 and in 1896-97 321,203, while in 1899--HIOO it wa. 
1,011,279. Posoibly the number would 1I0t have beOIl 80 l!l.l"g\l if test.a could have 
bsen more CBl"tIfully applied, but the .y.tem was the BSme in 11199-1900 as il\1896--97, 
and in the opinion of the Governor in Council this Government could not have 
obtained an establishment sufficiently strong 1.0 d ... 1 ad~qU8tely with more than a 
million workers in the manuer recommended by the CommiBBlon. The Governor In 
Council Is in entire accord with the Commi .. ion as 1.0 the desirability of paying tbe 
able-!>odled strictly according 1.0 resulte and of daily di8bursements, but th ... object.a 
eannot be fully attained unl ... there Is an establishment compet.ent 1.0 adjust the tasks 
to varying circumstances and especially to the powers of the workers for the time . 
being and to make dslly m .... urementa. Sufficient establishment for th_ purposes, . 
the first of which Involves the conatant exercise of very careful discretion, W88 nnt 
available in this Presidency, and though the object aimed at will be worked up 1.0 as 
far 88 po88ible, It is feared that If 80 wide-epread a calamity recuro the difficulty of 
obtaining an establishment which can e/fectually carry out t.he Bystem proposed will 
not be overcom. unlees very complete changes take place promptly in the social 
economy of the province. 

V.-The view that all SOI1rce8 of supply were not tapped Is expressed in 
paragraph 28 of the report. So far as .nperior officers of the Public Works Depart
ment are concerned, as many as pooslble were placed at tbe di8p0881 of this Government 
by the Government of India, but BOme of t1ieae as "'ell &8 one of the officera b.longing 
to this Preeldency were employed In Native States. Lists of candidates Were also 
obtained and offers were made to Buch of them as seemed libly to be of use aud 
applications were Invited by advertisement. The same conrse was followed with 
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regard to, Public Works subordinates, and application was made for aid al80 to the
Governments of Bengal, Madras, and the Punjab, and to the Principal of Thomason 
College. It does not appear to the Governor· in Council that it was possible, to. do 
more,than was done in the Public Works Department to obtain persona fitted for the 
technical part of the management of works. 

VI.-It is suggested in paragraph 28 that persons who had not received a 
professional training might have been employed. This cours .. was adopted as far as, 
was consid .. red to be practicable. In all offices; and especially in Collectors' offices, 
there are maintained lists of all candidatss qualified for GovernmPJlt employment. 
But they were all needed for other duties. The Commission has perhaps overlooked 
the extent of the demand for clerical work and duties of inspection which hss been 
created by plague as well as famine. The Governor in Cou ucil entirely concurs in 
the view expressed in paragraph 71 that the pay of a Special Civil Officer should in 
no case be less than Rs. 50 per month with a horse allowance of B.s. 10 to Re. 15, and 
that on special important works men of a superior class with Ii higher salary may with 
advantage be employed and has always nrged the importance of engaging men fit for 
so resllonsible a post. Men on smaller salaries were appointed for the simple r6lll!0n 
that more competent men were not available in sufficient numbers. Unfortunately 
many have proved unworthy of the trust which it was inevitable to impose on them" 
and prosecutions for fraud have been somewhat numerous. 

VII.-In paragraph 42 of the letter to the Government of India, No. 155-fAll.~ 
dated tM 5th October, 1899, the need for European supervision was strongly urged by 
the Governor in Council, and repeated applications were made both to that Government 
and to the military authorities in this Presidency for Staff Corps Officers"but owing 
to military exigencies comparatively few could at any time be spared and some had 
to be withdrawn when they had become most useful. The Government of 'India, , 
rendered valuable assistance by the deputation of officers of the Postal and Burma, 
Police Departmenta aud during the monsoon of Covenanted Civilians and officers of 
the Northern India Salt, Department, and such commissioned and Ilon-commissioned 
Native officers as the Military authorities in this Presidency could spare were, 
employed. The services of officers of the Customs, Salt and Forests Departments 
were also utilized for famine duty, and retired European officers, and private 
gentlemen were engaged. No opportunity was lost of securing such aid, and it 
proved most valuable both in the management of works aud in the supervision of 
other forms of relief, but it could not compe"sate for the defiCiency of a trained 
subordinate staff. 

, VIII.-A greater use of non·official agency is recommended in paragraph 34, and 
in paragraph 136 it is hinted that more reliance should have been placed on it in this 
Presidency, especially in the matter of village gratuitous relief.' It does not appear 
to be contemplated that such agency, should be employed in the supervision of public 
works, but it i8 pointed out in paragraph 54 that it should be enlisted for the 
management of works under civil agency and that there may be similar works con
structed by private individuals or commnnities with or without aid from the Stste., 
The Governor in Council fears that the Commission has not takan sufficiently into 
account the circumstances which differentiate this Presidency from other provinces. 
There are few large land-owners, and such as there are do not evince much willingneSIJ. 
to aid in the administration of relief. What has been possible in this direction has 
been attempted by the grant of tagai for various land improvements, and much relief 
has been given in this very beneficial form. Village communities no longer exist as 

'active organizations. In towns, as the Commission recognise, missionaries and native 
gentlemen of influence have co· operated, especially in the supervision of poor-houses. 
All such aid has been cordially welcomed and public testimony hss been given of' 
Government's high appreciation of it. But in the villages there has been little or no 
such aid procurable. According to the Code the dolq should be distributed in the 
presence of village committees, but the Collectors continue to report that no reliance 
can be placed on them, that they will not assert themselves, And that they exercise no 
check on dishonesty. When cholera broke out in April, 1900, Government wer .. 
anxious that as many small works as could be supervised with reasonable efficiency 
should be carried on, and suggested that local men of influence might witness 
payments, and again in the rains of that year urged that as many small works as could 
be supervised with fair efficiency should be opened. The Commissioner, N.D., also
instructed the Collectors that no effort should be spared to stimulate persons capable 
of helping to leud a hand. There is 'no reason to suppose that the local officers
omitted any means of enlisting the aid of non·official agency, but their efforls were 
practically fruitless. Where small works were opened, the supervision had generally 
to be Gxel'Cised by a karkun of low grade with the assistance of the patel and village 
accountant. In the current year the number of people in need of relief in Gujarat 
has hitherto been comparatively small. and it has been possible to employ the 
majority of them. on village works, but official suyervision was found to be essential. 
The Collector of Ahmedabad reported that the village panches had proved a broken 
reed, patidars being foulld as useless as kolis, and.. all showing complete apathy as 
regards what did not affect their immediate personal interest. The fact is much to be 
regretterl and it greatly, enhances the difficulty of administering relief in thia 
Presidency, but it mnst be recognized that outside the towns little reliance can be 
placed on non·official agency to supplement the deficiency of official supervision. 
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IX.-In these circumstances it seems to the Governor in Council that it wonld not 
have been poesible to employ the majority of the people in need of relief in 1899-1900 
-on village works. If the snpervision wsa inadeqnate when the people were concen
trsted on large works, it could not have been effectoal at all if they had been 
scattered over numerous small works. This Government have always recognized that 
there aTe advantages, especiall! in certain seasons, in the employment of distressed 
persons on -village works and there have generally been some such works entered in 
their programmes, but such employment on a large scale has always been reported to 
be impracticable with anything like the establishments this Government have hitherto 
been able to secore. It is admitted that the programmes were defective, particularly 
those for Gujarat, which was supposed to be immune from famine. But it was not 
·only on that account that there wsa difficulty in employing the people on village 
work. in tbat province. There is virtoally in -!!Very village a tank. which can be 
deepened, and there i.ocarcely any other form of employment available. The 
difficulty wsa entirely one of sopervision. Tbe utmost efforts of the local officero 
-succeeded in providing on village works for bot a small proportion of those in need 
-of relief. Tbe highest numbers were found in Kaira in .July and August. when they 
were respectively 15,697 and 10,499, bot the numbero on works managed by the 
Public Works Department in that district in the same montbs were respectively 
127,524 and 80.526. The Commissioner. N.D., expressed his belief tbat the village 
work. in 1900 were mere dole camps. In the current year more people have been 
employed on Boch works with more satisfactory results, but the reason i. that the 
-total number to be provided for hl\8' been of manageable'dimensions, and that altbough 
the worko are .ho\VU 8S being under Civil Agency, the Publie' Works Department aid. 
in the sopervision. For these reason. this Government cannot accept witbout reserva
tion tbe view expressed in paragrapb 68 that mocb of the panic and some of the 
mortality in Gujarat would have been avoided if tbere had been .... more complete 
.scheme of village worko in reserve. -

X.-As regards Medical and Sanitsry establishments the Governor in Council 
·conaro in the remarks made in Section XVIII. of the report, but it is not clear that 
in respect of this matter also the Commission hsa taken sofficient account of tbe 
magnitude of tbe famine and of the military exigencies which prevented soch aid 
being obtained from tbe Military Department as might otherwise have been possible. 
In Febroary, 1900, it was reported that all local resources had failed to supply 
sufficient Hospital Assistants, and applications to the Military autborities and to the 
Governments of Bengal and Madrsa were unsoccessfully made. The Sanitary Com
missioner was tben authorized to employ 115 compounders and also to offer a consoli
·dated salary of Rs. 60 instead of tbe ordinary salary of Rs. 40 for temporary Hospital 
Assistants, bot only six were attracted by the increased rate of salary. On the 

·outbreak of cbolera in April tbe Goveroment of India were reqoested to send 40 
Hospital Assistants, 'but could supply only 21, and these had to be recalled in July 
for. militsry duty, being replacea. by Civil Hospital Assistants and Assistant Surgeons. 
Later in the year more were needed on account of the virolent epidemic of fever, and 
it was fortunately then pllssible to meet the demand almost fully. There was some 
delay in issuing salary slips and consequently in payment of salaries owing to a 

-defect in the system of communicating the appointments to the Acconntant General, 
bot on th& defect being reportsd it was at once removed. 

XL-As already indicated, the Governor in Conncil does not diesent from the 
view stated in paragraph 28 that, if there were sofficiently strong and competent 
establishments, a penal wage as well sa an' ordinary minimum wage would be 
unnecessary. But the implication in paragraph 102 that the nine chatako wage wsa 
regarded by this Government as sufficient for subsistence wben received in idlenesa 
is based on defectiv~ information. The Intention of the penal wage was properly 
described in paragraph 3 of the letter from the Government of India, No. 287-28-2-F., 
<iated 8th February, 1900, sa follows :-

, The wish of the Bombay Government is, it is urid.rstood, to fix a fair tssk, the 
performance of which will entitle the workers to the p"escribed wage of 19 chataks 
for the digger and 15 chataks for the carrier respectively, and to reduce the wage 
proportionately as the work done falls below the prescribed task down to a penal 
wage of 9 cbataks . 

. 'This proposal the Government of India consider reasonable, provided the 
tsaks are fair, regard being bad to the condition of the people; and provided tbat it is 
recognized that nine chataks is a penal wage and is not a aafe subsistence standard in 
ordinary circumstances for the mass ... ' 

The District Officero were informad. 8ccordingly, and it was impreesed on them that 
the order for reduction of the minimum applied only to able-bodied adults. They 
were constantly reminded that it should not be enforced if tbere was reBSon to 
soppose that deficiency of outturn wsa due to causes other tban wilful idlenees, and 
membero of the aboriginal tribes were exempted from it altogetber. It is the case 
that large numbero of people in the Deccan who were apparently well able to do so 
would not earn more than the penal wage. The reason on Bome works wsa foond to 
be that beef could be.obtained at a very low price and elsewhere there mOBt have been 

.adjuncta to the wage. As observed in paragroph 77, the minimom wage was aban
doned in Satara on account of the abOBBs to which it gave rise, but in that district the 
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follo .... ing proportion of the workers earned no more than the penal minimum in four 
of the weeks in which distress was most severely felt :-

12th M .. y, 1900 

19th 

80th 
" 
" 

6th J'nn., 1900 

Week endinl1' Penal minimUDl. 
Per cent. 

2()'67 

22'96 

23'83 

30'30 

Lees than penal 
. minimum. 

Per cent. 

36'28 

49'83 

60'75 

If it is legitimate to pa1 strictly according to results even when the earnings continue 
small, it cannot be a Iiardship to restrict to a penal ,minimnm such as are able but 
refuse to earn more, 

XII.-'As regards gratuitous relief, the Commission has not in· the opinion of this 
Government in paragraph 140 correctly understood the intention of this Government 
in directing that kitchens and poor-houses should be utilized as far as they conve
niently could be. The object was not to make the condition. of going a considerable 
distance a test of need, but to keep the relief under more effective control. This 
Government found that it was fcarcely possible to get officers of lower grades to 
exercise a reasonable discretion in determining who should be allowed gratuitous relief, 
and the risks of abuse of the grant ol ·such relief in the villages are serious. It was 
considered that the difficulty would be to some extent removed if such as could go to 
kitchens and poor-houses were thus brought under the constant supervision of superior 
officers, whilst there would be left in villages near.,the poor-houses and kitchens for 
relief by the dole only the destitute unable to walk, whom even village officers could 
diecrimiuate, As regards the view expressed in paragraph 142 that the people will 
cook their own food better than it will be cooked for them, it may, be mentioned that 
one of the reasons assigned for great mortality in Gujarat was tbat tbose who got a 
grain dole often did not cook it properly and one of the advantages attributed to 
kitchens was that tbe infirm as well as children got food well cooked. 

XIII.-The statements quoted in the margin occur in paragraphs 187 and 188 of 

II Excluding the isolated and -desert distrio~ of 
Thar a.nd Parkar, the figures for which appear to 
be altogether unreliable, the districts of the Presi
dency affected by f&m.ine fa.ll naturally into three 
gr9upB, riz :-

the four districts of the Southern Division
Samra., Shola.pur, Belgaum and Bijapur j 

the four district of the Central Division
Khandesh, Nasik, Poona and Ahmednagar, with 
the addition of Thana. which geographically 
belongs to them j and 

the five districto of Gujarat-th. Plmch 
Mabals, Ahmedabad, Kaira, Broach Bud Surat. 

In the Southern lJivision there was little distress 
a.nd the death·ratcs were relatively not high." 

the report. According to the distribution 
of the districts for Administrative purposes 
Satara and Sholapur are in the Central 
Division. But the important .point is that 
Sholapur was one of the most severely 
distressed districts. The failure of crops. 
was not quite so complete as in Gujarat, 
but there was very little grain produced. 
The district also suffered as much as any 
other in 1896-97 and the intervening 
seasons were not good. The proportion 
of tbe population seeking employment on 
works was greater than in any other 
district except Ahmednagar. Attention is 

specially called to this misunderstanding, because it has a material bearing on the 
discussion of the causes of high mortality in Gujarat. 

XIV.-In the extracts quoted in the margin from paragraphs 128, 135, and 195 of 
the report the Famine Commission comment on what they consider to be the 
inadequacy of village relief in Gujarat. and of works near the people's homes in the 

Kaira and Panch Mahals districts at the 
128. We think that in th. Bombay Presidenoy, commencement of the famine. Now it 

eopeoiBlly in Guj .. rat, the distribution of gratnitolU need scarcely be said that the instructicns 
relief in the homes of the peopl. beg&ll too latA>, and which were issued in regard to this matter 
ended in being profu... were as fully applicable to Gujarat as tn 

1S5, Yillag. graluit ... re1ief,-In Guj ..... tth. the rest of the Presidency. The necessity 
provi.;o,", of the Code w .... not acted up to for for timely organization of village relief 
ma.ny montha i and we agree with the Deputy . 
Sanimry Commi .. ioner in attribnting to this was pOinted out at a very early stage, but 
call1!e muoh of the great mortality whioh ooonrred it was held both by the Government of 
the",. India and by this Government that the 

195, We have no doubt that tha mortality in traditional and family obligations of the 
the period up to May would hay. been 1 ... had social system of the country should be 
more works been opened near the peo1lle'. homea . f ' d l'ttl· 'bl d thO 
in the Koira and the Panoh Mahala D .. trioto, and lD rmge as I e as POSSI e, an 18 
had the provimollll of the Famine Code in reprd pI'inciple W8S duly inculcated on district 
to tbe di.tribution of gmtuito .. relief in the Officers. The wealthier classes of Gujarat 
vill_ been .. ted upon with dneliberalitJ· have always had the 'reputation of being 

eoxceptionally charitaBle; and there ·is no 
doubt that private charity was extensive in that proviuce in the early stages of 
the famine and was oontinued on· a considerable scale for several months. As shown 
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in the statement appended, village relief was commenced in Gujarat as soon as 
elsewhere, and although there were considerable variations in districts from time to 
time it was on the whole granted even up till June with little leBS liberality than 
in the eqnally distressed districts of Sholapnr and Ahmedna.,<>ar, where the mortality 
notwithstanding much immigration is admitted by the CommiBSion to have be .. n not 
v~ry high, and it is to be remembered th"t it was snpplemented by the relief in 
kitchens and poor-honses of persons residing within easy reach of them. It was 
given much more extensively in Gujarat in the period referred to than in the Deccan 
in the corresponding month. of 1896-97 and 1876-77. 'fhe Governor in Council is 
nnable to see that there are sufficient grounds for the general charge against the local 
officers iu Gnjarat that they did not observe the provisions of the Code relating to 
this matter or to admit that excess mortality was to any material extent due to 
restriction of gratuitous relief. 

KV.-It canuot 1 .. denied that some mortality might have been averted in the 
Panch Mahals as well as in Khandesh if effect had beeu given at an earlier date to the 
recommendations of the Famine Commission of 1898 regardiuJ;t aboriginal tribes. Bnt 
the difficulties of the situation are recognized by the Commission; the local officers 
had reasons for believing that sufficient provision was made for the time for those 
belonging to British territory, and the allticipation of' the Collector of the Panch 
Mahals that Bhils would do no work if the,· could get a subsistence wage without 
working was realized. In Khandesh many of the Billis were employed on grass 
operations and in both districts the emaciation first observed was amongst'immigrants 
from Native States. It does not, however, appear to the Governor in Council that 
there are sufficient grounds for attribnting excess mortality in Kaifu to a paucity of 
works. There were eight relief works opell in that district in October, before which 
month few crops are ever reaped. that is more than the rate of one for each sub-division 
recommended by the Famine Commission of 1880, while the district is compact 
without any forest. There were 12 works open in February and 14 in March, when 
there was employment available for 'everybotly within a short distance of his home. 
It could scarcely have been d.sirable to multiply the works to a greater extent nnless 
an attempt were made to employ all in their villages, and it wonld not have been 
practicable to do so consistently with efficient supervision. . 

XVr.-In Kaira especially and also in other districts there were able-bodied people 
who presistently refnsed to leave their homes for work. Whpn i~ was found, that 
gratuitons relief was gi yen to save their lives, they were thereby encouraged to 
continue this practice. The fact was patent to all officers engaged in the admip.istration 
cf relief. There were thousands who deliberately rAmained in their villages till they 
were emaciated while there were works open within two or three miles. '!'he stage of 
emaciation at which gratuitous relief becomes legitimate is not easJ to determine, and 
if it is not permitted until there is manifest physical deterioration, there mnst be an 
increase of ;nortality amongst people with the prcclivities of ~ome classes in Gujarat • 

. Doubtless the village officers and Circle Inspectors in the earlier stages of the famine 
not infrequontly failed to carry out the orders Lhat immediate relief should be given 
to all persons in obvions danger of death from starvation, but in the opiniotl of the 
Governor in Council no such material diminution of mortality as the Commissioner. 
appear to belive would have resulted from such extention of gratuitons relief as would 
have been admissible nnder. the provisions of the Code. 

XVII.-The statement in the last sentence of paragraph 226 of the report quoted 
in the margin does not accurately express the opinion 
of this Government, which was explained in the letter 

. to the Government of India, No. 8!19-FAM., dated 
22nd December 18:19. The Governor in Council con
siders it expedient to give relief by employment in 
their own craft to such woo vera as are physically 
incapable of earning a sufficient livelihood on the 
ordinary relief works, including such as are not 
9nsceptible to the ordinary labour test without .risk of 
imparing or injnriously affecting manual skill or doli
cacy of toucli necessary for the succes.fnl prodnction of 
fine cloth. Weavers of this class are for the most part 
found in Municipal towns, and it is important that for 
the efficient sup<rvision of this form of relief the 
Municipal Councillors should be associated with the 
officers of Government. The Municipalities are offer
ed loans on favourable terms for th~ purpose and 
Government undertake to bear half of any loss which 
may be incurred. Relief has been given in this 
manner on a considersble scale to weavers. Collectors 

, 
226. The Famine Commission of 

1898 agreed with the Oommission of 
1880 that it WM desirable, where 
oonvenient, torelievearti8&llsof whom 
weavers are the moat numerous, 
through their own tind., one of 
their reaaOQs being that it is import
aot to maintain an crafts by whioh 
people a.re supported independently of 
agrioulture. They w~re also, of 
opinion that a oa.refully managed. 
buaineas.like Boheme i8 not open to 
any of the objeotions usually ~ed 
againet this olass of relief; &D.d that 
it would probably not result in a 
.reater 10M to Government than that 
oaUled by employing the weavers on 
the ordinary relief works. This 
opinion il more than conftrm.ed by 
ezperienoe, and is now, we believe. 
aooepted in every province e:r:oept 
Bombay. 

are also authorised to give special relief in places other than Municipal towns to such 
as under a fair construction ofSeotion 1:11 of the Bombay Famine Relief Code are 
entitled to it. 

"7. For the reason stated in paragraph 6 of this letter, the Government of Bombay 
feel it incumbent on them to snbmit the above .explanations to the Government of 
India, as they cousider that the opinions expressed by the Commissioners are 
to Bome extent founded on incomplete knowledge of faots. They do not, however, 
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desire to enter npon any discussion in connection with any of these points unless 
further explanations of any of them should be required by the Government of India. 

" 8. By far the larger part of Part II. of the report consists of suggestions 
for dealing with future famines. It would not be possible to discuss all these 
proposals in detail within the limits of this letter; but I am to repeat that this 
Government realize that many of them are likely to prove of great valu" in future, 
and that the Governor in Council will be prepared to consider with care and endeavoUl 
to carry into effect such reforms as the circumstances of the Presidency may require. 

"9. Paragraphs 236 to 287 of the report deal with the question of suspensions and 
remissions of land revenue. As the Government of India are awarw, this question has 
been debated over and over again by this Government and themselves; and the 
Governor in Council considers it unnecessary to repeat arguments that have already 
been adduced and considered. I am, however, to communicate the follOWing remarks 
on a few points which call for notice. 

I.~:rhe Commission in paragraph 266, though without giving the data on which 
it is formed, express the view that the assessment in the Deccan Districts is a full 
assessment tor tracts where the soil is sterile and the climate precarious, and 'in 
paragraphs 268 is recorded the conclusion of the majority of the Commissioners that' 
it is full in the PreSidency generally. As the Government of India apparently accept 
the estimate referred to in paragraph 265 that in the Deccan the revenue absorbs 
about 7 per cent. of the gross produce, they presumably do not endorse that conclusion, 
which is not reconcilable with the very high value which the Registration records 
show that land ordinarily bears, with the fact that cultivation ·has extended in a 
materially greater proportion than the increase of populatioB, aud with the ease with 
which practically the whole demand is generally realized. As regards, however, the 
reference to the precarious climate, and the statement in paragl'lloph 266 that whether 
the assessment be moderate or full it cannot be collected in short years without 
forcing the rayats into debt, it is to be !lbserved that this Government's intention from 
the first has been that the rates should be such as could be paid in all but abnormal 

'seasons. The Governor in Council is quite prepared to extend to the cultivators 
of this Presidency the 'benefit of any concessions which the Government of India 
may be willing to grant and will, if so desired, introduce such a system of 
varying t,he demand on account of crop failure as is recommended by the Commission, 
but he considers it necessary to put on recurd that the reason assigned for the applica
tion of the recommendation to this PreSidency i. inconsistent with a cardinal 
principle· which has hitherto always been kept in view in determining the assessment 
and that a sacrifice of revenue will be entailed beyond what has already been allowed 
to secure fixity of demand. This Government cannot avoid expressing their appre
hension that interference with the custom of punctual payment which has become 
established is likely to r~sult in dit6.culty in raalizing what is deterInined to be fairly 
due and consequently in their being frequently compelled to take steps to secure 
payment which may be unpalatable to the people. The following comparison of the 
proportions of distminte (including forfeitures) to holdings in three yean! in this 
Presidency with those in the Rayatvari tracts of Madras in which the demand is 
varied on account of crop failure is instructive: 

Number of 
compulsory 

prooe8888 BUoh Percentage 
Number of as distraint. of 

Provinces. and forfeitures oolumn S holdings. and _las of to 
moveable and oolumn 2. 
immcweable 

property. 

1 :I 3 4 

Bombay Pnoiden"1 proper :- • 
1897-1898 .. , ... ... ... ... 1,220,878 :1,401 '19 

1898-1899 .. , ... ... ... ... 1,226,110 6,004 '41 

1899-1900 ... ... ... ... .. . l,iIll9,861 4,400 '86 

lIIacIru:- -
189)-1698 .. , ... ... ... ... S,U2,231 839,262 9'13 

1898-1899 .. , ... .. ' ... .. . 8,484,826 4M,T08 18"7 

'6911-1900 , .. ... ... .. . ... S,469,U9 423,861 12'26 
, ' 

- -
.. In a letter No. 8899, dated 6th Ootober, 184:7, the Government stated :-" All-the Superintendents ~ 

in oplnion tha.t BII a. ayetem remiuionl ought not to be granted iu (lurveyed) diatrictl, aDd in thiI opinion the 
,Honourable the Go\'ernor in 'Counoil moat fully oononn. ODe of the principal objeota Government 'bad in 
'rie,,! w.~D. lBoIlotio::1iog the revi,ioD ot aaaeument waa the doing awaf with the DBOeII!lty of ~g a~~8D. 
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H.-The view expressed by the Commiseion in the last sentence of paragraph 215 
" of their r~port quoted in the margin is not 

"275. In Bombay there isat present no By8tem correc~. There has been no interference with 
of suspeosions or remissions in ordin&ry years; 
butthetermsoftheFamineOode~veOoUector8 the power of the Collector to postpone the 
ample powers of sUSpeOSiODB in the oase of I an collection of an" instalment or instalments 
abnormal f&ilnnaf the ha"8stoauaing rotalor pending inquiry. The instructions relate to 
almOliit total deacrnotioDof the crops over a.oon- th t· t b tak ft . . h' h 
liderable area,' and dtrect that such -lluspension e ac Ion 0 e en a er Inquiry, W Ie 
"bonld be eventually followed by an inqairy includes not only immediate remission but 
into ee.oh oase B8 to the desirability of oolleotion in accordance with the· recommendation of 
or remission. It appears. however, that the the Famine Comm.ission of 1880.snspension 
ezeoutive orders of the Bombay Government; in the expectation of an early return of 
have taken away the discretion allowed to 
Oolleotors by the term. of the Code. " prosperity till the Government by a special 

order direct the collection of the arrears or 
if the circnmstances are unfavourable their final remission. 

III.-This Government will, of conrse, loyally accept the view which may finally 
commend itself to the Government of India in the matter of general suspensions and 
remiseions adapted to the harvest conditions of whole villages or tracts withont 
regard to the position or means of in'lividual cultivators or landholders. But they 
desire respectfully to point out the result of adopting the recommendation of the 
Commission in such cases as those of Bijapur in 1890-97, and of the portion of Gujarat 
north of t\le N erbudda, of Khandesh and the greater part of the Deccan in 189~-1900. 
There was no crop whatever in these places in the years specified except under wells 
and in a few spots on the b~nks of rivers, while in the latter year in order to 
encourago the cultivation of fodder crops it was announced that they would not be 
held Hable to attachment for the revenue. If, therefOre, the recommendation had 
been appHed, it would have been necessary at least to suspend the collection of the 
whole of the revenue~ Nothing short of this absolute measure would have sufficed to 
secure uniformity. The poorer cultivator. could have no more paid a proportion
even a small proportion-of their dues than they could have paid the whole. Whether 
or not the whole is remitted in such circumstances, it will be necessary to sacrifice a 
large part of what c()uld otherwise be re"overed without hardship. If the well-to-do 
are not required to pay their assessment in the year in which it i. due, it will not be
readily recovered in a subseqnent year, when it becomes an additional burden to" 
them. 

IV.-With reference to the remark in paragraph 242 of the report quoted in the. 

U We feel bound to reoord our opinion that 
mnoh misundentanding and much hal'MSment 
and 1088 t;o the people would have been avoided; 
had the Looa.l Government fb:ed definitely at 
an earlier date what the limit of lIuspension 
WIWI o.otunlly to be, and had flxed tha.t limit 
on a liberal oonsideration of the existing 
preuure," 

margin, the evidence on which the conclusion. 
has been a!'lived at has not been stated, but: 
the view is expressed in paragraph 241 that 
the local officers felt themselves restrdined 
by the limit which in October, lK99, the" 
Government aseigned to the esti:nates of 
"suspensions. But it was distinctly pointed 
out before the time" for recovering any 
revenue had arrived that what was neceseary' 

was to apply the orders properly and the ,·esult wonld show which estimate was the 
more accurate. The orders referred to were briefly that even notice. were not to be 
issued to any persons except those who were considered well-to·do tinless they had 
reaped at least a 4-anna crop. It was also directed that no order of distraint (including 
forfoiture) should be issned by.an officer" of lower rank than an Assistant or Deputy 
.Collector, and any parson to whom a notice was issued WaS to fie allowed to show cause 
why the revenue should not be recovered from him. There was thus no justification 
for local offieers causing 108" or harassment to the people. In 1896-97 it was 
estimated that there would be recovered in Bijapur 60 per cent. of the r6vanU6; there 
was actually paid with practically no pressure tlO per cent. The Government of the 
time .stimated that the province of GlIjarat, then reputed especially wealthy, would 
be able to pay as large a proportion of reveuue as Bijapur did in 1896-97. The 
Governor in Council admits that eveuts have not justified that estimate. But neither 
have they justified the estimate of the local officers. If either; hadi bee~ made th" 
basis of a limit of suspension the result would have been mnch hard~hip., Under the 
system which was followed nobody was materially affected by the jncorr~ct" estimate, .. 
for it was made knowI;l throughout the Presidency that Government !lid not wish th" . . ,. . 

. lave in ye&r'I of 'unus~a1 soe.roity. ..... .. Indeed the assessment should be 80' ~oder'te·M to enable the 
lu1tivato1'8 to Moumulate funds suffioient to PAY the assessment in yeMe of more thaD average failure:~ . ., 

Oaptu.in (a.fterwa.rdB tiir George),Wingate ~ a. letter No. 176, dated. '4oth NovembaT, 1846, recorded the 
opinion that unl888 for Bome oogent reaIIon every unrea.li.aed balanoe of the survey aseesam,nt due at the end' of 

. July in e&oh year should be written off ,as a remission, and this view -appe&l'8 to lia.ve ~eeu aocepted by the 
. Government. The levy in good years of revenue held over from short ye&J'8 was thua not bontemp1a.ted. 

The manner in whioh allowanoe i8 ma.d.e for preo.ariouaness of olimate iB esplained: in, paragraph 88 of the .. 
ILeeolution of Government, No. 2619, dated ~6th Marohi 188-1:, oontaining an exposition of ~he policy of Govern. 
mant in regard to the assessment :-" No OOlllideratoion is more potent in the adi~8t.m811.t of .rates than the 
security or inseourityof the orops in the liJ'ea nnder settlement. A. taluka is often div~ded ~nto Ove or aiz 
II'rQupB tor no other reason than the oomparative oertainty of the rainfall. Thus allowa.noe:is made in ~e . 
UI880Smrmta tor the fluotuations in agrioultura.l returns ca1l88d by variations of season by ~hat may be e&lled a 
ltan!J,iug remission oo-extenaive wit.h the settlemont in favour of the less fortunate traots. ' Thu prinoiple 
.malnly ia tb.a.t"the lW888meuGi thus oarerullJ' adjusted. to theav~ produotion should be punctually paid." 

" This practice iI. in a.ocordaD.:.e with what is said in paragnt.ph 167 of the report of the Famine C"mmiasioD 
of 1880, to be the generally nooepted theory that" where settlemems are made for a long period. {If yean .• 11. 
average moderate demand ahould be ~ed whioh Ihould nut V8.rJ with. the ordinary fluotuo.tioD$ of. the aeasona 
but oan and Ihould be paid ;,. good and bed y ..... alike," " 
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assessment to be exacted from anybody who had not the means to pay it, As already 
pointed out, if no account is to be taken of the circumstances of individuals, no limit 

. of suspension at all should have been fixed for the greater part of Gujarat and other 
parts of the Presidency; no revenue at all should have been collected, as none can be 
recovered from the poorer occupants when the failure of crops is complete, The 
Bombay Government are prepared with the concurrence of the Government of India 
to prescribe this course for the future, but they could scarcely have been expected in 
the light of previous experience to have prescribed it of thair own accord, 

V,-The remarks in paragraph 253 of the. report which are quoted in the margin 
. can apparently be applicable only to advances 

"Th. advanCOll made nuder the Land 1m, made for subsistence, which up to the end 
prov.mont Lo",", Acts, 24i&kha from November of Augnst aggregated only Re, 4,12,116, 
to the end of May, appear to have been timely, Ad vanees for seed and cattle were wi thh"ld 
But of 821 lakhe issued under the Agriculturists' until the approach of the monsoon for the 
Loons Act, 49! lakhe were clistributsd aftor the 
end of June, and SO lakhe after July, We have special purpose of avoiding misappropriation, 
alraady noticed the character of t·he raiDs policy Large amounts were needed for cattle in 
in Bombay, and we think that had r.li.f ope ..... · GUjarat and it was clearlS not desirable to 
tiona in this Presidenoy been oonducted from b' t I ' to th ' t'l h 
the outset on tha lin .. we have indiosted, it rmg ca t e m e provmce un 1 t ere was 
might not haTe been either n ..... ary or deeir, a prospect of grass being available, A con
able to make snoh very heavy advances after Biderable number which were imported pre
Jun., We do not say that in the actoal air- maturely were lost as the rain held off until 
oumstanoes of these later months the advances th d f Jul d ha d 
ought not to have b .... made, but the impr... e en 0 y, an on t t account an 
sion left upon our minds is that al&rge portion also because in some places seed was sown 
of them cannot be reooTered, and that they without result, adTances had to be iucreased 
were to II large extent gratuitous relief in It is, of course, also possible that some of 
another form," these advances were really devoted t9 sub-

sistence, although they were made after 
careful ,inquiry, but it is not clear how such misappropriation could have been 
prevented by any change in the system of relief, 

"10, The Governor in Council does not think it necessary on the present occasion to 
offer any detailed remarks on the question of the establishment of Agricultural Banks in 
this Presidency as the general question of their establishment is now untler the considera
tion of the Government of India; h" fully agrees, however, that if they can be successfully 
established ,and maintained they may be of grsat vaiue to the cultivator, I am to add that 
the Governor in Council has been much impressed by the very clear and concise suggestions 
8S to the working of these Banks embodied in the Famine Commission Report and will 
be glad to take the matter up in due course, 

"11, The remarks about advances by Government in Section V, of Part III, of the 
r~port shall receive the careful consideration of this Government, 

" 12, The question of indebtedness in the Bombay Presidency dealt with in Section 
VI, of the report is one of such magnitude as to require separate communication with the 
Government of India, In the meantime, 8S was pointed out to the Commissioners at the 
conference with them last January in Bombay, steps are being taken by this Government 
00 establish a record of proprietary rights in land in the Presidency-as indeed has been 
recognized by the Government of India ,in paragraph' lj of their letter No, 1518 of 
9th July, 1901." 

Statement referred to in paragraph 6, clawe XIV, of the letter to the Gooernment of India, 
No, 2159, dated 3rd October, 1901. 

, 
Percentap of periODS relieved grahitously in TilIagee '" the population of the &Jl'ected area. 

Dldrtot. October. November. December. J'an1lal"5". Febro&ry'. ~~~ 
187& 1 1896.1 l899. 1878.1 1896'll8II9, 1818. 1896.1 1889, 1877,1 18117,\_, l8T1, /.'8117,11000. l8T1,ll89'I'I'000, l8T1,ll89'I,I-, 

.&.bmecIabad - - 0'01 - - Q'W - - O'lIB - - 0'68 - - 0'68 - - 0'44 - - 0'32 

KaIrs .. .. - - O'OS - - O'!II - - 0'17 - - O'lli - - O'!II - - 0'73 - - l'lID 

l'Imch I'dahale - - - - - - - - 0'01 - - O'W - - 0'06 - - 0'18 - - 0'22 

Broaah .. _. - O'll! - - 0'40 - - 0'67 - - 0'60 - - 0'8'/ - - 1"01 - - 1"411 

Bam ••• .. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 0'05 - - 0'1' - - O'M , 

ThaDa .. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 0'06 - - 0'46 

Ithandeoh .. - - - - - - - - - - - O'lIS - - 0'61 O'W - O'OS O'OS - 0'70 

N&Idk .. .. - - - - - 0'01 - - O'OS 0'01 0'00 O'Ill 0'01 0'01 0'08 0'00 0'17 0'16 0'00 0"01 O'lI! 

Abm""""""," - - - - - 0'01 - - 0'05 0'" 0'00 0'88 O'll! O'U 1"M 0'16 0'25 2"!o 0'26 0'48 1"M 

POODa •• .. - - - - - - - 0'10 O'OS O'SS 0'22 0'38 O'M O'lIB o'n 0'72 0'46 1"19 1"96 ·0'68 1"!II 

8hola.pur .. - - O'W - - 0'11 - 0'18 0'47 0'14 0'97 1'07 0'18 0'60 1'61 0'11 0'83 1"9 O'8L 0'99 1"611 

S.tars .. - - - - - - - 0'00 - - Q'OO - 0'00 0'00 - 0'0< 0'00 O'OS 0'14 too 0'0'/ 

Bljapp,r .. - - - ..., -., - O'O~ - O'W 0148 - O;oll ArBS 0',00 ,0'05 1'00 0'33 0'18 )"16 0'115 

Belpum .. - - - - - - - 0'00 - 0'0'/ 0'05 - 0'08 0'12 - 0'18 0'18 0'01 0'611 Q'18 O'Of 

Tbar Bond Par- - - o'sa - - O'OS - - 1'00 -W, - 1'18 - - 0'715 - - O'OS - - 0'0'/ .. 
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Statement referred to in paragraph 6, clause XIV., of tM letter to tl'" Government of India, 
No. 2159, dated 31'd October, 1901---<:ontinued • . 

Peroentaa"e of P8f80D8 relieved il;8tullioualy tn vlpa.sree to the POPnlatiOD of the .ffec~ a.reo.. 

Dlatrlc," ~ J~~' July. , AUgust. September. Octoler. November. , 

1871./1897. 1000. ,m.1 Im·I'000. 1877:1 ,807.1 iooo• 

, 
l8O!·11900. l8T1·1 18117.1 1900. 1877.I189f'11000~ 1871.! ~89'/·11000. um. 

, 
i AhmecIab04 - - 0'78 - - 3"80 - - .... - - 8"BS - - 10'14 .- - 3116 - - 1''' , 

KoJ.ro., • .. - - 1'70 - - 2'07 - - 7'00 - - 12"76 - - 9'8, - - 7"13 -
1 

- ,'02 

Panoh MIlha.ls - - 1'18 - - 7'13 - - n'2'/ - - m6 - - 23'93 - - 0'18 - - 4'42 

Br ... h - - 1"81 - - S'82 - - 14'87 - 20119 - - 17'44 - - 16'49 - I - 0'74 .. - I Sumt .. .. - - 0'00 - - 2'98 - - 6'73 - - 6'61 - - lt80 - - 1'''7 - - O'OS 

'l'hana .. - - 0'89 - - 1'16 - - 2116 - - 2'28 - - 8'78 - - . • 1'40. -
, 

0'00 I -
, 

Ehandeoh .. 0'01 - 0'68 0'00 - 0'72 - - 1"14 O'OS 0'00 1"00 O'OS 0'04 816 0'08 O~Ol 3"23 - - 0'78 

~:~Ba&~" 
0'01 0'04 0'82 O'O! 0'10 0'07 0'02 0'18 0'94 0'''' 0'16 1'04 0'07 0'10 1'19 0'08 0'04 0'81 - - 0'2'/ 

0'62 0'61 2'67 0'82 0'78 ..... 0'47 I'SO 8'08 0'44' 1'88 2"89 0'61 s· .. 0'81 0'07 I'BS 2"6' - - 1'93 

POODa .. 2'86 0'60 1"47 4'00 0'86 1"75 S'Ol 1"06 1m 6'81 1'28 8'04 7"89 2'26 0'92 "68 2'35 "66 - 0'48 1"31 

Sbolapur .. 0'90 no 1"79 2'24 1'00 1'00 1''' 1"92 it06 1"29 l'6S lt80 0'" .'08 II'SS l'OS 1"66 1119 - O'oJ4 1'n ..... .. 0'" 0'01 0'92 0'82 O'OS O'SS 0'08 o'n 0111 r16 0'26 1'86 0'24 0'" ,..8 1'" 0'2'/ 01!6 - 0'01 0'45 

BU.pur .. O'SS 1'26 0'96 1"91 1'42 1'18 1'07 1''' 1'" 1'62 1'89 012 a'so 1'87 0'48 1'89 1"44. 0'., - 0'00 O'lI7 

Bolpum .. 1'61 0'16 0'08 1'60 0'18 o'n 1''' 0'22 0'0' 1'77 0'24 0'23 2'76 0'30 0'28 1"8' 0'19 0'81 - 0'" O'OS 

TbarandParM - - O'OS - - 0'28 -' - 0'48 - - 0'42 - - ~21 - - 0'01 - 0'01 -
br. . . 

.. 
NOfB.-The lI.guroOB of 1876-77 Bre tnalU81ve of the numbers relieved amtuitously in poor-hOUBe8, alit is not possible to Ihow the JltrureI fo~ 

...tllnle Ilratultoua reUef aepa.rately. . . 

Letter from the Secretary to the Government of India, DeplJ.rtment ot Revenue 
and Agriculture (Famine) to the Chief Secretary to the Goverrunent of 
Bombay, No. 3885-43·51, dated 31st October, 19U1:-

.. I am directed to acknowledge recept of your letter N q. 215:1 of 3rd OQ~ober, 1901, 
making certain rppresentation8 in regard to the Report of . the Famine Commission, 
and am to state that the Governor-General in Council, while sharing the desire of the 
Bombay \:Jovernment not to enter into any discussion. of the points raised in 
paragraph 6, BeeB no objec.tion to the publication of the letter in .the local gazette • 

.. 2. A further oDmmnnicatioIl will be addressed to you in regard to the question 
of suspension and remission of land revenue and other questionB of future policy 
which have been discussed by the b'amine Commission." 

AGRICULTURAL PROSPECTS AND FAMINE RELIEF. 
FORECASTS FOR 1902. 

No. 82. 

Letter from H. S. Lawrence, Esq., Acting Secretary. to the Government of 
Bombay, to the Secretary to the Government of India, Department 0/ Revenue 
and Agriculture (Famine),. No. 133, dated Bombay Castle, ·the 17th 
January 190~. . 

I am directed t9 submit for the information' of the Government of India the 
following report regarding the agriculturnl prospects and the extent of relief 
likely to be needed in the several districts in the current year. 

2. It is now quite certain that there will be more or less pronounced 
· ecarcity for another season over the greater part of Guju.rat and in parts of the 
· Deccan and Karnatak, as well as in the desert portion of the Thar and Parkar 
· .District in Sind. The following statement shows the rainfull of the season of 
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1901 as compared with the normal at the head·quarters and other selected 
stations of each of the districts of Gujarat, Deccan and Karnatak :-

June. July, 
A_ 

September. October. November. 

m.1rio~ Station. oi 1; 1 oi oi ;I . 

e .... ... ... a a ·e 'i I iii ,~ Q ~l = 0 = ~ 0 
la c :0 = . :0 = - - - .:0 '- -

[Ahmedab&d .. 6'24 l'30 12'67 8'92 S'44 S'lI 4'81 0'22 0'80 0'08 0'63 -
Ahmecl&bod .. Dhandhnka. .. 4'17 - 10'42 9'40 6'62 8'96 4'4.; 1'00 1'08 0';5 0'" -

l Vlmmga.m .. 4'01 0'71 13'76 8'00 1'08 6'26 4'60 0'12 0'19 - 0'62 -.. 

r&tr& ,. .. 6'00 0'09 16'16 8'22 9'51 9'18 "50 0'02 0'66 0'26 0'71 -
ltalra .. .. Maw ., .. 6'22 O'SS l4'28 6'86 10'12 6'01 6'05 0'10 0'48 - 0'87 -

tThaara .. .. 6'87 8'87 15'72 7'17 ' 9'80 10'18 6'48 0'50 0'70 - O'SS .. -, 

{Godb~ .. .. 6'82 S'OO 14'76 8'48 11'00 11'49 5'64 1'15 0'81 0'04 O'SS -
Panch Ma,hoJs. HaJol .. " 5'72 2'86 16'96 U'26 11'74 11'72 6'96 0'96 1'64 0'63 0'28 0'06 

Jhalod .. .. 5'87 1'08 10'20 11'41 8'72 5'19 6'12 O'SS 0'82 0'27 0'80 -
. , 

fBroach .. .. 9'69 - 17'72 16'96 8'17 "67 6'lID 0'24 1'44 0'37 0'26 -
IIro&ch .. tVagn>. .. .. 7':18 0'16 IS'81 11'04 6'21 6'00 4'71 0'96 I'S2 1'08 0'24 -

lambusar .. .. 7'18 0'17 IS'87 17'74 7'09 S'48 4'87 0'13 1'17 S'14 O'SO -

fumt .. .. 9'68 0'21 21'04 12'27 7'17 S'48 6'76 0'08 1'99 0'44 0'80 -
8ura.' .. .. Olpad .. .. 7'46 0'96 18'21 U'78 6'78 2'20 4'68 0'47 1'46 1'00 O'IS -

,MandY! .. .. 9'71 1'96 24'22 17'SS 10'96 6'19 8'46 2'00 1'64 1'74 0'64 -
(Dhu1la " .. 8'80 6'22 8'17 4'S2 S'OO S'14 6'19 1'02 1'24 S'OO 1'02 -

XhandEh " t TBloda 
.. .. 7'09 S'68 11'80 9'09 6'79 8'60 4'00 0'48 1'19 S'17 O'SS -

Sb&bada. .. .. 6'09 2'47 8'48 9'27 5'79 4'SO 4'78 0'48 1'15 S'12 0'31 -
(Naalk .. 6'16 2'M S'74 4'78 4'1S 6'23 0'04 2'.62 S'17 0'80 0'00 -

Naalk .. .. ~ Male...,,:: .. ,'08 O'M ,'49 2'38 S'22 1'91 6'80 1'18 1'88 8'80 0'61 -
\ Yeola. .. .. "lID S'91 5'19 2'04 2'85 S'17 7'00 2'16 2'17 2'82 1'23 0'01 

{NIIIl" .. 
.. "61 7'M 2'87 1'22 2'87 1'48 6'87 2'98 S'OO 1'71 1'23 -

AhmOdna.ear Shrl8:0nd& . . .. no S'48 2'09 1'26 1'63 0'69 7'21 2'47 S'OI S:05 1'24 0'17 

KOparg&Oa .. .'07 2'44 S'66 1'17 2'89 2'76 6'00 4'02 1'82 8'67 1'28 -

J::~'~~; 
6'23 4'02 8'98 8'92 S'96 6'1S 5'88 3'73 6'08 2'76 1'47 -

PoOD& •• .. 4'24 2'78 2'48 1'66 1'81 1'48 8'10 1'64 S'66 S'7S no 1'16 

lDhond .. .. 5'S8 1'44 8'l6 S'96 1'73 S'lID 0'82 S'76 3'46 8'00 0'94 1'18 

r°laPur 

.. 

.. S'17 7'81 S'96 6'S6 .'58 4'08 8'00 2'83 4'OS 0'74 1'66 0'03 

Sbolapur .. KarmaJa .. .. S'86 2'60 2'01 2'SO 2'96 8'28 9'46 6'17 S'62 1'70 1'17 0'00 

SaDIlOla. •• .. S'SS 1'28 1'61 1'96 S'72 0'87 7'00 6'10 4'00 1'92 1'06 0'63 el 
........ 

7'69 2'87 14'88 11'28 7'83 0'17 "15 5'26 6'80 8'28 0'94 0'18 

Batora .. .. Xhaudala.. .. 4'04 2'65 "07 5'38 2'57 4'64 "84 4'49 4'87 9'68 0'94 0'17 

Cahivadi (Man) .. 9'98 2'41 2'64 2'48 1'76 1'82 6'06 6'57 5'41 2'51 1'49 -
(Bijapur .. .. .'00 7'07 8'17 0.'92 S'M 0'87 7'98 5'16 "48 2'84 1'60 O'OS 

BUapur .. l Indl .. .. ., S'72 2'51 S'72 9'611 4'06 1'61 7'76 S'87 6'27 6'99 1'16 0'111 

Blnd<ll .. .. 4'16 1'66 S'81 S'SS f'SS 0'48 7'21 S'18 "18 1'60 8'06 0'88 

cgaum .. .. 8'87 9'60 16'42 U'81 8'78 9'40 4'78 9'SS 8'61 6'SS 1'78 0'83 

Belgaum .. Athol .. .. 8'87 0'96 2'81 res a'57 1'19 6'84 6'lID 4'70 2'18 1"25 0'66 

Gokak .. .. 9'SO 8'SO 2'78 0'00 nil 1'07 .4'62 "97 6'84 S'18 1'16 0'10 

The character of the season is briefly described below: 

GUJARAT. 

Except in the southern coast talukas of Surat there was practically no 
rain till the 25th June, Between that date and the end of July rain fell in all 
districts, but it was irregularly distributed, being abundant in the south, 
moderate in the north-east and deficient in the' north-west., Kharif sowings 



BOMBAY l'RESIDENCY. ·251; 

were nearly completed by the end of the month. The young crops were then in 
a promising condition although slight damage had been caused in all districts by 
rats and caterpi1lars. The rainfall of August was short of the average in Surat, 
Broach, the western parts of Kaira and the Jhalod Petha of thePan~hMa~als 
and was up tQ. or above the average elsewhere.. The rains so far were suffiCIent 
for all crops except rice, but rats and insects continued their depredations... In 
September the total fall was far short of the average, not reaching even an I.nch 
in many plac~.s, and it was received generally in very light and scattered showers 
mostly between the 1st and 13th. In October, November and December, there 
was no useful rain except in Surat and parts of Broach, where the situation was 
much improved by the goud falls which were received after the middle of October. 
Elsewhere owing to the almost total failure of the late rains the rice crop over 
large areas has been entirely lost, the outturn of other kharif crops except . such 
as were sown early in the season has been very poor, and there has been no rabi 
sowing except on irrigated lands. The damage caused by rats, locusts or other 
insects has also seriously affected the outturn in all the districts. Owing to 
deficient rainfall for the last three years in succession the water level in wdls 
and tanks ·has become very low, and serious difficulties regarding supply of 
water for man and beast are apprehended. 

DECCAN AND KARNATAK. 

The monsoon commenced in the second week of June. The rainfall in that 
month was generally sufficient for sowing in the western hilly tracts, but 
deficient in the eastern plain country. In July and August the rainfall was 
sufficient and seasonable throughout Khandesh and in the western hilly tracts 
of Nasik, Poona, Satara, Belgaum and Dharwar, while elsewhere it was not. up 
to requirements except in a few places. In the former area kharif sowing was 
everywhere completed and the standing crops were in good condition. In the 
eastern tracts on the other hand part of the area usually devoted to kharif 
cultivation remained unsowri, and standing crops began to wither in some places. 
In parts of Khandesh, Nasik and Ahmednagar some damage was also caused by 
rats and locusts or other insects. In September while Ahmednag~r, Sholapur 
and the eastern tal ukas of Poona and ::latara received some useful rain, which 
helped to revive the withering crops, the fall was generally insufficient i'n 
Khandesh. Nasik and the western hilly tracts of Poona and Satara, where standing 
crops began to suffer at the end of the month and rabi sowing was retarded. In 
the Karnatak the rainfall of :::leptember was - sufficient and beneficial to standing 
crops and gave 8. good start to rabi sowing. In October there was most useful 
rain .for late sown kharif crops and for rabi sowing throughout the Deccan and 
Karnatak and it more than made up for the deficiency of the preceding month 
in the Northern Deccan Districts. Locusts however appeared in parts of Poona, 
Satara, Bijapur and Belgaum Dud caused slight injury to crops. During the 
first week of November some usefnl showers fell in the whole of' Karnatak and 
in the Southern DeccaJi., but thllre· has been no rain since in any district. 
Standing rabi crops have consequently suffered seriously in all districts and their 
outturn generally is not expected to be satisfactory. 

3. In a report of 11th December, 1901, the Collector of Ahmedabad 
observed :-

.. The prospects of the crops now on the ground are very gloomy. 
, .. Cotton pods are torn to pioces by rats as soon as they ripen; and the • til ' orops 

in the Bhal, which might have prodnced some ontturn even after the locust invasion, 
are being reaped wholesale by the rats, which gnaw the thick stalk through at the base 
and eat the grE'en pods when the plant has fallen. They are also injuring the young 
wheat and will probably cau@e very heavy damage as soon as the ears begin to form and 
ripen. Nevertheless the people refuse to protect themselves by attempting to destroy 
the rats; and it is only in Modasa that good progre.s has been made in this direction 
under. the superintendence of Mr. Alcock. The Bhil. and wild Kolis of that Mahal are 
not restrained by religious scruples from earning the Government reward." 

Details of the 108sea caused by locusts were thus described in a letter from 
~e ,Collector of that district dated 6th December 1901 :-

.. In tne Daskroi charge the main damage w,* done i';' the Daskroi Talnka whel'8 
about 22 villages round about Ahmedabad and in the tract of country to the north were 
completely stripped of their stsnding crops, the damage varying from 1.2 to 16 anllBS in 

• 
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the rupee. Many other villages were damaged, but their losses were not so heavy, 
varying from 3 to 8 annas. 

" The Assistant Colleotor Mr. Alcock reports as follows :-

" 'I find the serious damage to have been restricted to the villages of Daskroi 
beyond the river (i.e., north-west), and those few between the river and the Parantij 
Railway. Parantij Kasba and Ambavada Mahadavpura of this taluka have been 
injured; the injury is confined to less than 25 per cent. of the bajri and Kamalpuri 
jowari which form the chief crop sown in Parantij Modas8, and which were saved 
almost completely and in almost every case in other villages of this taluka and mahal. 

" • For Daskroi I found tbat the greatest damage had been done near the City 
(to the north), and in Hansol, Naroda and also on a line through Ranip and Vadaj to 
.the north-west direction. Khoraj, Khodiar were Vl>ry badly hit, Dantali (slightly off 
the line) rather less so. Gota, Chenpur, Jagatpur, &c., being mostly rice and (later) 
jowari villages had suffered so much from drought that there was little harm left for 
locusts to do. Adalaj similarly is a badly off village; Jamiatpur, Uwarsad, and 
Tarapur on either side of the line have rather escaped. 

". Chandkheda on the north and Lilapur, Labkaman, Usmanbad, &c., on the south 
of the direct line of destruction are less badly hit, but cannot have saved more than 
30 per cent. or 40 per cent. of their best earlier bajri. 

" • It is to be noticed that castor oil does not seem to have been affected to the same 
extent as in Sanand, where it seems to have been young and tender. In Bhadaj, Sola, 
Thaltej the castor oil has been damaged in varying degrees, though I believe these 
villages to have saved 25 per cent. to 35 per cent. of their bajri and to have jowari still 
in the ear worth 10 per cent., and also to have got some good tobacco. For unparalleled 
destruction I think the Hansol-Naroda stretch of jowari fields to be the worst though 
the fields near the city and those just across the river are almost as bad . 

.. • As to Parantij I have observed the talnka from the entire length of the railway 
and from the Harsol Road which take in the larger part of the important tracts, and 
the Aval Karkun, Mr. Hussein, has just returned from a tour in which he has seen 
half the affected villages of the taluka. The report is encouraging; in three villages 
only is the damage considerable. Bajri and" Kamalpuri" jowari havE' been grown 
everywhere and were safely reaped almost in every village and secured in threshing 
floors or in stacks from damage.' 

"II! the Sanand Taluka the principal damage was dOlle on the east and the west; 
the central portion is the rice·growing tract and as the rice was already a failure the 
locusts could not make matters much worse. . 

"The bajri crop in this tahoka fared hetter than in Daskroi and the damage to 
the .tanding crops nowhere exceeded 8 annas and averaged about 5. On the other 
hand, the jowari and banti crops were completely destroyed and castor oil suffered 
heavily, the damage being estimated at 10 annas_ The pulses had already withered 
from want of rain. The damage done to cotton was estimated at 8 annas, but though 
fresh leaves sprouted after the departure of the locusts, it is feared that there will n'>t 
be any appreciable outturn . 

.. In the Dholka and Viramgam Talukas the arrangements made for promptly 
ascertaining the damage were not so good as in the talukas which I have already 
descri bed, and my information is less complete and reliable . 

.. The principal kharif cereal. grown in the Viramgam Taluka are bajri and jowari; 
they had suffered severely from drought and grasshoppers before the locusts came, and 
it may be estimated roughly that perhaps 20 per cent. of such of these crops as had come 
to maturity were saved • 

.. Cotton was also attacked; plants which were completely stripped of their leaves 
put out fresh leaves in a few weeks and bear no apparent marks of damage. But the 
effect has been to stunt and retard the plants, and it is doubtful if they will come to 
maturity. The outturn in any case will be but small. . 

.. In Dholka the extensive Bhal tract has escaped with comparatively little loss, for 
the main crop here is wheat, which was hardly above ground when the locusts passed 
through. 

" But even in the Bhal many fields of young wheat were devoured and very heaTY 
damage was done to the stsuding kharif crops of bajri, tal, bavto, banti, and fodder 
jowari. The damage was probably greater owing to the concentration of the locust 
swarms on a comparatively small area of stsnding crops. In the village of Sinaj, where 
I am now camped, out of a total cropped Brea of 250 acres of bajri the unreaped stalks 
and ears are still standing in no less than 100 acres; the locusts have removed all that 
waH worth removing. . 

.. The same is true of the Western Nalksntha tract; the only matured crop of 
which the people have been able to save a little, perhaps 2 to 4 annas, has been bajri . 

.. Dhandhuka, accordiug to my present information, appears to have suffered but 
slightly. Not more than 20 villages were attacked; the cotton plants weuDot seriously 
damlll!'ed and have since had the benefit of 75 cents. of rain . 

.. Goglio was not attsoked at all. 
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.. From first to last the locusts did Dot stay in the district more than a week or ten 
days and a two days' camp in anyone village sufficed to cause wholesale loss of crop .. 
There was no time to infect thorn with the' locust fungus,' thongh an attempt Willi 
made to do thie, aOld no other me.aenree of protection were found to be of any uee." 

In Kaira the collector estimates the outturn of kharif bajri, tht: principal 
crop at 6 to 3 annas in Mamr, 10 to 3 annas in Mehmadabad, 12 annas in 
Nadiad, 8 to 10 annaS in Borsad and Thasra, and 4, to 8 annas in Kapadvanj. 
Jowari is estimated to yield 8 to 2 annas in Mehmadabad j bavto only 2 annas in 
Mehmadabad and 4 annas in Nadiad, Anand and Borsad j kodra 2 annas in 
Mehmadabad, 4 aunaS in Nadiad, 6 annas in Borsad and 8 annas in Anand. 
Til was It good crop in Borsad, but tur is. estimated at 3 anuas only. In 
Kapadvanj castor seed and til are expected to yield 2 to 4 annas. In the 
Panch Mahals early sown maize and bajri turned out well; averaging 10 to 
12 annas in the west of the district, but the late sown crops there were 
estimated to yield only 2 to 6 annas, the average beiug nearer the former. In 
Dohad the estimated average outturn was from 3 to .~ anuas only, and in 
Jhalod 6 to 8 annas. The above estimate was submitted by the Collector on 
the 16th October, 1901, but in a later report of 29th November, 1901, he 
states that the outturn had been worse than expected owing -to the damage 
done by rats In all the three districts, Ahmedabad, Kaira and the Panch 
Mahals, there will be no rabi crop except on irrigated areas, but the Collector 
of the Panch Mahals states that well cultivation is also greatly discouraged by 
the continued damage caused by rats. On the 4th November, 1901, the 
Collector of Broach reported that cotton appeared to be excellent, and that 
other standing crops generally were not altogether a failure. Later (on the 
21st idem) he reported that the rabi crops--cotton, jowari and tal, which are 
the main crops-were good, that those of Broach Taluka were about 14 annas, 
and that probably the average elsewhere was noc below 12 annas. Rats, 
however, had eaten away 2 or 3 annas, and might do twice as much damage 
or more before the crops are reaped. He therefore estimates that the rabi crops 
will not exceed 8 annas when harvested, and. may be even less. In Surst the 
rice crop in Chorasi and Olpad has been almost a total failure. In Jalapor 
even irrigated rice is not expected to yield more than 8 anuas. In Bardoli 
the early sown rice yielded something, but the rest completely withered. The 
outturn of rice is estimated to be 6 annas in Valod Mahal, 4 annas in Mandvi. 
and 10 annas to 14 annas in the Bulsar Sub·Division. Kharif jowari is. 
estimated to yield about 6 annas in Chorasi, Olpad, Chikhli, and Bardoli,. 
and slightly more in Jalalpor. In Mandvi it was injured by rats. Of the 
minor crops, bajri is estimated at 12 annas in Chorasi, and 4 to 6 anna!! in 
Olpad j sugar· cane at 8 annas in the Chorasi Sub· Division, and 10 annas in 
the Bulsar Sub· Division j banti, kodra, &c., &c., at not more than 4 annas. 
There is no hope of a rabi crop except on irrigated lands in the BulBar 
Sub-Division. 

4. In the Deccan and Karnatak the season was on the whole lesa: 
unfavourable than in Gujarat. In East Khandesh the kharif crop was fairly 
satisfactory, and the rabi also is expected to be fair. In West Khandesh & 

long break towards the end of the monsoon, and locusts and rats did consider. 
able damage to what waa a promising kharif crop. Cotton yielded about 8 to 
10 annas, but it is Bown on a very small area. Kharif bajri and jowari, which 
are the main crops, have yielded only about 3 annas. Rabi crops, for which 
there was excellent rainfall, may turn out well or not, according as the rat pest 
is active. The cropped area is, however, too small for a good rabi harvest to 
make up for a. bad kharif harvest. In the Nasik District the estimated outtw'n 
of kharif crops is 9 to 12 annas in Igatpuri, Peint, Nasik and Dindori j 6 to 
9 annas in North MaIEloO'8On, Nandgaon, West Sinnar and the hilly parts of 
Kal vall, Baglan and Chandor j and 41 annas in the plain country of the last 
mentioned talukas, in South·west Malegaon, Niphad, Yeola' and East .8innar. 
According to an estimate framed by the Collector of Ahmednagar early in 
Ocwber, J 901, the kharif outturn was 3 annas in Parner, Shrigonda and 
Sangamner j 4 annas in Nagar, Karjat and Kopargaon: 6 annas in Rahuri, 
8 annas in Jamkhed, 10 annas in Shevgaon and Nevasa, and 12 .. nnas in Akol&. 
According to a. later estimate, however, the avet"a,,<>'e for the whole district is 
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~. annas only.. The rabi crop!! promised, well in the beginning, and would have 
fielded a bumper harvest; had rain fallen in November. As little rain did fall 
in that month, the outturn will be poor. . In Poona the kharif outturn is 
8 annas in the western talukas, and about 3 annas in the eastern talukas. The 
rabi outturn is estimated at 4 to 6 annas all round. In Sholapur the kharif 
butturn averaged 6 annas in Madhs, Sangola, Malsiras and Karmala; 8 annas in 
Fandharpur, and 12 to 14 'annas in Sholapur and Barsi. The rabi harvest is 
not expected to exceed 4 annas in the four talukas first mentioned, and the 
average for the whole district is estimated at 8 annas. In Bijapur the estimated 
kharif outturn is 2} annas in Muddebihal,3 to 4 annas in Sindgi, 6 annas in 
Indi, l3ijapur and Badami, 7k annas Bagevadi, and 8 annas in Hungund. In 
Bag.dkot the crops" were in good condition," but no estimate of outturn has 
J)een reported. In a later report, dated 7th December, 1901, the collecto~ 
expressed the apprehension that these estimates might prove too high. As 
regards rabi crops the (Jommissioner, 8. D., states in a report of 20th November, 
mOl, that they are certainly not satisfactory in the north of the district, blip 
~at they have been somewhat benefited by later showers'. In Belgaum the 
kharif outturn in Gokak, Parasgad 'and Atlmi amounted to about 4 to 8 annas, 
and in the remainder of the district 12 annas or a little more. The rabi harvest 
ill not expected to be good in Gokak and Athni, owing to the deficiency of late 
ntins and to damage caused by' grasshoppers. In other talukas rabi harvest 
will be fair to good. In Chandgad Mahal it will be excellent. 

5. In Gujarat relief is at present being given in Ahmedabad, Kaira, the 
fanc~ Mahals and Broach. Later in the year it may have to be given in parts 
qf Surat ,Liso. As' regards the Deccan, the Commissioner, Central Division, 
reports that the general result so far as can be seen at present is that thert1 wiH 
certainly be no need for relief in Satara, and probably none for it in Poona and 
N~ik, but that some relief will be required in Khandesh, Ahmednagar and 
Sliola:pur.ln the Karnatak relief will be needed in the northern parts of 
Bijapur, and in Athni and the northern· part of Gokak in Belgaum. In 
Dharwar the only relief at pres~nt given is gratuitous dole to a few shet.andis 
in Navalgund and Nargund, but it is stated that such relief will be ,necessary 
qilly till the end of January, 1902. Some relief will also be ,required in the 
desert tal\lkas of Thar and Parkar in Sind, where owing to ill~uffi<;iency of 
tain, the outturn is estimated.to be-nil in Chachro, i ILnna in Mithi, ~ anna' in 
Nagar, 3' annas in Diplo. :The areas affected or likely to be affected in the. 
fresidency are' thus :-' . 
. Ahmedabad, .• , Greater, part of the district. 

Kaira ,.. Do. do. 
Panch Mahals .•. Whole district. 
Broach.... .., Parts of a few talukas. 
Surat Parts of Olp:\d and Mandvi Talukas. 
Khandesh... Parts of Taloda, Dhulia, Pim}lalner and Nan-

Ahmednagar. 

Sholapur ... 

Bijapur ... 
Belgaum 

durbarTalukas in ,West Khandesh. 
... Whole district except. Jamkhed, Shevgaon, 

Nevasa, and parts of Sangamner and Akola. 
Madha, Karmala, Sangola and Malsiras Talukas,' 

and probably Pandharpur Taluka alsol 
Indi, Sindgi and Badami Talukas. 

Thar and Parkar ... 
Athni Taluka and northern part of Gokak. 
Desert taluka~. 

6. In Gujarat the general condition of the people is naturally worse than 
in the preceding year, and although the extent of relief likely to be required 
in the cour.e of the season cannot at present be accurately estimated, still it is 
apprehended that the numbers 011 relief will largely exceed those relieved in 
1900·llJOl. In support of this' view the following extracts from the reports of 
the Collectors of,A'hmedabnd, Kaira and the Panch' Mahals are quoted:- . 

AHMEDABAD. 

r.etter No.F.-3754, dated 23rd November, 1901 :-
"The condition of the cultivators who ha.ve through this series of had yea.rB heeu 

incurring all the expenses of cultivation with little or' no return 1S more serious; d ,.,' 
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and even ,the most prominent members, of this class are very badly hit., '.' ','. • 
Immigration from Kathiawar !Ond Marwar will probably be greater in,{his"season 
than in the last, and the supply of edible grass seeds is this year much BDlI'ller." , 

KAIRA. ,..'- . 

Letter No. Fam.-31~, dated 9th December, 1901 :-
"Even if the damage done to the crops by locusts and rats this year is left out of 

account, it lll!ust be borue in mind that there. has not been anything like the same 
snpply of wild seeds, such as sarno, manki, and khasli that there was last year." 

P MICH MAHALS. 

Letter No. 6954;-datkd Tilth October, 1901 :-
"In the Eastern Mahals rice has been everywhere a failure, while ralli crops are 

..ilnpossible. The_latter. makes tb~ condition of ,the Eastern Mahala, where.th~hils 
depend much on their late sown crops, more unfavourable. n . 

Letter No. '(886,dJ~ted 29tb Novell)ber ... J lill.L...,."._ . 
" The damage done by rats, and the absence ,of sarno, will, I consider, cause more 

people to come tc the relief works than came last year.". 
o __ .__ _ •• __ •• ~._ •• _ •••••• 

.In the Deccan and Karnatak also the areas affected in the current year 
have not had good harvests in any of the last five or six years excepting 
1898·99. . 

7. The supply of fodder is generally sufficient, and no difficulty is anti· 
cipated in this respect. But the supply of water has already ruO' short in parts 
of Gujarat, and there as well in the Deccan and Karnatak great scarcity of 
drinking water for man and beast over a wide ar~ is apprehended. So early as 
12th October, 1901, the Collector of Ahmedabad reported that "water WaS 
everywhere low in hnks and wells." About the same time the Collector of 
Kaira reported as follows :-

"Water·supply.-This is everywhere scanty. The tanks and rivers are everywhere 
dry or abnormally low except in Borsad, Mahndha, and parts of Anand. Irrigation 
by wells is also considerably restricted owing tc the S$me cause. The supply of 
drinking water for cattle will be a difficulty in almost all the talukas except Borsad 
and Anand;- but-the supply' for' 'men will generally- suffice except -in parts of 
Kapad vanj. Steps are being taken tc improve the supply wherever possible." 

8. The following report by the Superintende-bt Engineer, N. D., will show 
the extent to which the water level in Gujarnt has been affected by the defective 
raiufall in the past three years :~ . . 

Memorandum from the Superintending Engineer, N. D., No. 5432, dated 
30th, September, 1901 :- , 

"Undersigned has the honour to draw attention to the following figures regarding 
the water supply of 1901-1902 in Gujarat. Rainfall averages for Gujarltt and a 
portion of Kathiawar taken out for the last 26 years show the following results :-

1876 to 1886. 1887 to 1898. 1899 to 1901 
(up to date)_ 

Inches. Inches. Inches. 
Surat. fHR 4f-87 28'U 

Braaoh U'21 U-16 21'80 

K.ira. ,'" 87'18 87'20 16-17 

Panch MohaJa ... 48'2.1 fO'96 21-69 

Ahmedabad 29-92 82'58 IN6 

Baroda fO'58 4N2 20'28 

Sadra 82'06 82-65 18'28 

Palanpur ... 8N8 28'99 16'09 

Rajkot ... 29'68 118-SO 19118 

Wadhwan ... 19'89 20.76 8-08 

10666 ILl 
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and show that. till 1899 the average rainfall waa very even, indeed a comparison of 
the fi1'8t two periods giving approxi mately the same fignres, while the last period of 
three yea1'8 shows an alarming decrease, the avemge being over 51'2 per cent. in 
defect, the figures for each year being-

Year. I Per oent. 

1899 ... ... ... .. . ... ... .. . 79'05 defeat. 

1900 ... ... .. . ... ... ... .. . 21'80 
" 

1901 ... ... ... . .. ... ... .. . 52'8 
" 

Average ... ... ... ... 51"2 defeat. 

or a total loss compared with 23 previous years for the three YOO1'8' period of-

Sura.t .. , 

Bl"OI\Oh .•. 

Kaira ... 

P .... ch Mahals ... 

Ahmedebad 

'Barede ... 

Sadra ... 

Pal&npur 

Rajkot ... 

'Wadhwan 

• 

.. ~ 

Inohee of rain . 

63'10 

67'07 

65'97 

61'08 

58'57 

62'37 

56'9' 

{9'70 

27'68 

35'47 

" Such a large defect for so loug a period must cause a reduction iIi both the 
.urfaee and subsoil water of the country, and it is but to be expected that, rivers will 
run low, tanks dry up, and depth of water in the wells decrease very largely, probably 
to an extent that may cause almost total failure of existing supplies in certain districts. 
The situation appears graver than in 1899 as regarda water, and unless some abnormal 
rainfall alters conditions, there may be a very serious situation to face. Admitting 
the above facts, the first step necessary appears to conserve all surface water-supply 
still existing by holding it up in rivers and nalas where practicable; the second, to 
deepen wells when necessary and advisable; and, third, to sink new wells in districts 
'where they may be necessary. to prevent migration of cattle and people . 

.. A great deal has been written about water-snpply and subsoil water in Gujarat, 
as also on the possibility of tapping artisan wells, but so far as my knowledge goes 
there is little or no reliable data to go upou, and I doubt if the country has (within 
existing records. at any rate) ever been in its present condition, and looking ~t the 
light nature of the soil of the larger portion of Gujarst it appears more than probable 
that some district. must ron short of water for drinking purposes for man and beast, 
to say nothing of irrigation requirements. 

• • • • • • 
" P.S.-The above report was written on 30th September, but not despatched, as 

undersigned met tho Commissioner, N.D., and decided after consultation with him to 
keep it pending further developments, in the meantime steps being taken for 
observations in all Collectorates and also arrangements being commenced for deepening 
wells by boring, &c., where deemed advisable. 

"In October a little rain has fallen in Surr.t and Broach, anll though tanks are 
more or less 10" or empty in some cases, and wells lower than in normal yeal"8, it is 
not at preHent anticipated that there will be any failure of water. In the Panch 
Mahals also, the situation is not yet bad, except in Dohad and Jhalod Talukas. In 
Kaira there is a di versity of opinion, as no one seems to know what the deep we.Us of 
the distriot will do, an I though some are lower than in normal years, the village 
people do not seem to think they can ever fail entirely . 

.. In Ahmed .. 1:ad water has already failed in some places. and villagers have .to go 
two and three miles from their homes to find water. This is specially the case In the 
Viramgam Taluka, an(\ it is impossihle to yet say with any certainty to what extent 
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the water failure may develop, One thing, however. is certain, that the whole area of 
Gujarat is in large defect of rainfall as the result of the last three years' mons'>On 
failure, and the situation is one .which no one now living can give an opinion on from 
actual e"perience, and therefore I feel it only my duty to put the tacts as they are 
before Government" (4th November, 1901). 

9. The Deccan is not much better in this respect. In his report of the 
17th December, 1901, the Commissioner,' C. D., Etates that there will be 
considerabl& scarcity of water in the Desh Talukas of the Deccan. In his 
monthly famine progress report for October last the Collector of Sholltpur 
observed :-

U 'fhe scarCity of water, however, must causs increasing distress to both man and 
beast as the season advances. The wells and springe have not been properly 
replenished. and even now (20th November, 1901) there are oomplaints that will 
multipl~- and grow louder during the hot weather. Government have kindly given 
another grant of Rs.8,000 for the improvement of the water·supply, and all that is
pos.ible will be done. The serious thing. however. is that in many places, do what 
one may, no water is to be got .. The continued short rainfdll of the last five or six 
years has resulted in so extenAive a shrinkage of the snb·soil water over the whole 
district that ·the old sources one used to be able to tap in time of need have nearly run 
dry. A good idea of the loss this part of the count,ry has sustained is this particular 
may be flQined from the statemont kept up and now being revised to date by the 
G. 1. P. Railway Company of the wells along their line whence they get water for 
their engines. The figurea of the vesent supply, its quantity and the depths at which 
it is fount!, as compared with those of ten years ago, evoke a most alarming vision of 
the total disappearance of a huge volume of subterranean water all over the Deccan, 
on which it was formerly possible to draw in a year of drought, bnt which DOW we 
seek in vain. Every year now the wells all over the district yield too little water for 
the bagayat crops, hardly enough for drinking; hundreds of them rnn dry altogether." 

The affected· parts of the Karnatak also are not free from anxiety on this
account In hiM monthly famine progress repor~ for November last the Collector 
of Bijapur reported that "failure of the water-supply is threatened in many 
villages, especially in the Bagalkot Taluka." And in his famine progress report 
for the same month, the Collector of Belgaum observed that " water-supply is 
still deficient in Athni Taluka." . 

10. No definite estimates of the probable numbers likely to require relief 
have been furnished except for Ahmedabad, t(aira, Surat and Belgaum. The 
Collector of Ahmedabad estimated a daily average of about 8,000 on works and 
4,000 on gratuitous relief for the eigut months, December, 1901, to July, 1902, 
but the daily average number relieved has already gone up to more than 
21,000 according to the latest report. The estimate of .the Collector of Kaira 
for "the same period is about 1,200 on all kinds of relief, but according to the 
latest return nearly 8,000 people are already, being relieved daily. The Collector 
of the Panch Mahals expected the numbers on works to rise to 7,000 by the 
end of December, 1901, to 15,000 to 20,000 in the hot weather, and to decline 
to 5,000 as the rains approached. He thought that the dole fig'ures would not 
exceed 3,000 in the hot weather. On relief works in the Panch Mahals, 
however, the numbers have already gone above 27,000, or nearly double the 
number relieved in December, 1899. From a communication, dated 3rd January, 
1902, received from the Commissioner, N. D., it appears that the demand for 
relief in the three Northern Gujarat Districts is already assuming large 
dimensions, It is therefore certain that relief on a much larger scale than was 
previou ,Iy estimated by the collectors will be needed in those districts. The 
Collector of Sumt does not think that any relief work will be ne"ded. He 
ilstim'ltes that a daily average number of 1,000, 1,700, 4,500 and 8,000 will 
require gratuitous relief in April, May, June and July, 1902, respectively. The
estimate for Belgaum is a daily average of about 9,000 for seven months, April 
to October, 1902. 

U: In the last season the numbers on relief did not on the whole show 
a marked upward tendency till February or March. But in the current season 
they began to rise in November last and have since continued to increase 
in' Ahmedabad, Kaira and the Panch Mahala. As regards the Deccan and 
Ktlruatllk the numbers are still going down in Sholapur and Ahmednagar but 
in Bijapur they showed an iucrease of more than 1,000 in the bst we~k of 
December as compared with the preceding we~k. 
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The following statement shows the daily average numbers relieved in the 
districts which are now affected from December, 1899, to October, 1900, and 
fi'om Decemper, 1900, to ,October" 1901 :- ' , 

. Mooth. , Ahmedabad. I Kaira. , Panch Ma.haIs., Broaoh. Buret. 
, 

December 1899 I 35,946 15;700 14,942 63,716 . 4,726 ' .. , 

January 1900 ... 82,918 18,664 
J' 

17,4!!1 94,344 8,688 

February " 
... ·120,416 41,9~7 18,605 110,241 10,934 

March 
" 

... 137,237 84,907 20,683 104,187 15,219 

April " 
... 160,140 106,945 48,786 85,346 16,435 

May 'JI ... 126,980 86,518 a7,387 78,981 9,584 
, 

June " ... 131,150 125,067. 72,989 75,288 23,214 

July ~, ... 188,582 223,872 111,487 123,247 35,951 

August 
" 

... 192,909 212,120 • 124,li3 1]2,192 32,887 

September" ... 140,514 109,609 ' 93,461 76,739 14,051 

October 
" ... 38,479 69,265 32,369 63,868 7,396 

December" ... , 7,429 245 8,797 5,716 11 

january 1901 ... 7,049 - 5.209 4,216 -
February . , ... 8,896' 130 5,944 1,851 -
March 

" 
... 9,677 6,436 8,693 1,276 176 

April .. ... 17,895 33,868 16,554 1,619 947 

May " 
... 27,602 48,730 16,~93 1,706 1,538 

June " 
... 34,749 47,612 15,991 2,154 2,082 

JUly 
" 

... 36,011 36,076 13,049 1,725 1,829 

August 
" 

... 26,221 2,279 11,612' 418 -
September" , .. 10,085 328 8,482 121 -
October 

" 
... 3,218 254 2,119 10 -

Monti!. I Khaudeeh. Ahmednagar.j Sholapur. Bijapur. I Belgaum. I 
Tharand 
Parka<. 

December 1899 ... 187.355 41,390 68,042 1,745 1,538 ~,970 

January 1900 ... 234,780 99,925 136,549 6,389 1,342 3,256 

February 
" 

... 252,678 ' 180,576 152,834 '8,240 ' 1,790 3,892 

:March 
" 

... 270,523 240,206 169,376 13,443 2,195 3,825 

April .. ... 215,863 249,4116 170,291 24,598 2,694 8,621 

:May .. ... 219,232 244 373 162,343 23,757 2,156 10,794 

Jun~ 
" ... 204,054 269,415, 111,33:> 21,916 3,167 ,5,9~8 

July 
" 

... 206,806 252,526 1:>1,689 19,190 4,677 3,607 
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Xlumdeoh. Ahmodnagar. 8holapur. BijapUl'o' : Bolgaum. Tharand 
MOllth. l'arbr . 

• 

August 1900 ... 179,086 2,19,206 132,167 11,907 2,149 2,199 

September .. . .. 137,152 175,470 . 96,144 8,137 934 592 . 
October .. ... 71,470 90,721 67,881 6,724 1,079 35 

December tI ... 3,657 37,322 94,067 6,946 - ...,. 

January 1901.· ... 653 48,839 83,3~2 . 9,854 - -
February ... 553 56,720 66,225 10,359 - -.. 
March .. ... 880 59,275 56,315 13,807. 390 ..., 

April ... 3,024 74,726 60,911 18,9;(2 1;896 -.. 
, -. 

May .. ''', 5,9?0 100,102 67,251 22,983 2,486 -
-, -- -, 

June .. ... 16,115 118,915 82,907 29,673 7,968 -
July_. ... 42,633 125,277 95,576 33,530 19,406 -.. 
AugWit .. ... 32,727 125,145 87,367 36,474 26,922 -
September .. ... 1,859 118,039 64,554 46,659 22,939 -
Octob~r .. .. ... - 63,840 41,1!17 33,651 18,927 -

- . 
During the four weeks of December, 1901, the numbers on relief. fluctuate<\ 

as follows :-
. , . 

1901. 

District. Week ending. 

December 7th., December 14th., DooembOr 21.t.1 D ...... ber 28th. 
. . .. ,. 

Ahmedabad ~,073 11,108 16;026 I 21,769 ... ... ... . .. 
Kah;- - 1,292 2,72' 4,729 7,683 I ... .. .. ... ... ... 
Panch Mahala ... . .. . .. 7,960 14,340 18,085 27,165 

Broach ••• ... . .. ... ... - 251 583 1,224 

Ahmednagar .•. ... ... . .. 12,324 . 11,794 , 11,028 10,a61 -
Sholapur ... ... ... . .. 3,727 3,391 3,234 2,481 

Bijapur ... ... ... ... 10,373 9,798 . .. 8,930 9,933 

Dharwar .. . ... . .. '" 11 20 11 5 

Thar and Parkar ... ... . .. 99 146 162 158 

--
, Total ... ... 43,859 53,572 62,788 80,789 - --

- .. 
As shown below, prices of food-grains are likely to be easier' this" year than 
lnstj"llnr.· But the grass seed (Sarno) which was so abunda.nt in Gujarat last 
year, and on which large numbers of people subsisted for several months, has 
not been produced this year in any appreciable quantity. Immigration from 
N ative--Stnoos'-is' tliso-n; - factor-to-be- taken-into-eonsideration this year. lIt 
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Ahmedabad, Kaira and the Panch Mahals relief will therefore be I'equired on 
a. much larger scale than last year, but considering. the description of crops as 
given hy the' collectors, the Governor in Council thinks that the numbers in 
Ahmedabad and Kaira will not probably rise to more than haJf of what. they 
were in 1900. In the Panch Mahals present conditions indicate that the 
numbers may approach the figures of 1900. In Broach lind Thar and Pnrkar 
relief on a small scale will, it seems, be necessary. In Surat and Khandesh a 
very small measure of relief if any may be required later in the season. In 
Ahmednagar and Sholapur the outturn of crops is much better, and prices are 
easier than last year, and if relief has to be continued throughout the season it 
will probably be on a much smaller scale. In Bijapur the numLer on relief in 
the last week of December was equal to the average of January, 1901, and the 
numbers show a tendency to rise. In consideration of these circumstances and 
on the assumption that next monsoon will be favourable, it is estimated that 
the daily average numbers to be relieved in the current season will be as shown 
in the following table :-

Month. I Ahmedabad. l{alra. I 
Panah 

I Broach. Surat. I Kh&ndeoh Mahala. 

.-. 
A ctllals (in rmmd figures). 

November, 1901 ... ... 4,000 400 3,000 - - -
December 

" 
.. , ... 14,iI"0 4,000 17,0011 500 - .-

Estimates. 

January, 1902 .. , ... 35,000 15,000 40,000 2,500 - -
February 

" 
... . .. 55,000 25,000 45,000 4,500 - 2,000 

March 
" 

.. , .. 75,000 40,000 fiO,OOO 6,000 - ;1,000 

April " 
... ... 95,000 50,000 60,000 7.500 1,000 6,000 

May " 
.. , ... 105,000 60,000 ;0,000 9,000 2,000 . 10,000 

June 
" 

.. , ... 115,000 75,000 75,000 10,000 4,000 15,000 

July 
" 

... ... 100,000 70,000 70,000 8,500 8,000 12,000 

August .. ... .. . 40,000 30,000 30,000 3,000 2,000 5,000 

September ., .. , ... 15,000 10,000 ]0,000 i,ooo 1,000 1,000 

October 
" 

... ... 2,000 1,000 2,000 500 - -
I Ahmednagar. 

i 
Thar Naaik, POOD& 

Month. Sholapur. Bijapur. Belgaum. and Satara and 
Parkar. Dharwar. . 

Act .. als (In roundjigures). 

November, 1901 ... ... .16,500 14,300 ]9,300 6,000 25 1,500 

December ... .. . 11,400 3,200 9,800 - 200 -.. 
Estimates. 

January, 1902 ... ... 10,000 3,000 12,000 - 500 -
February ... ... 10.000 3,000 15,000 - 1,000 -" 
March ... ... 20,000 8,000 18,000 - 2,000 -" 
April 

" 
... ... 35,000 15,000 25,000 4,000 3,000 -

May " ... ... 50,000 ~ooo 30,000 5,000 5,000 -
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Thar N .. ik, Poo 
Month. Ahmeclnagar. Sholapur. Bijapur. Belgaum. and Satara and 

Parkar. • Dharwar. 

EstimaIe8-cont. 

JUDe 1902 ... ... 60,000 30,000 35,000 7,000 3,000 -

July .. ... . .. 80,000 40,000 40,000 9,000 1,500 -

August .. ... . . 70,000 30,000 30,000 12,000 1,000 . -
. 

Sflptember ., ... ... 40,000 15,000 15,000 12,000 500 -

·)ct,ober .. ... ... 10,000 5,000 5,000 6,000 - -
. 

12. According to. these estimates the numbers of units likely to l'eq uil'e 
relief from January to October, 1902, will be as shown below (the actuals from 
April to December, 1901, are also shown) :-

10688 

Actuals-

April to October 1901 

November 1901 ... 

December " 

Estimate8-

JaDuary 1902 

February .. 

March .. 
Total from April 1901 to March 1902 ... 

April 1902 

May .. 
JUDe .. 
July 

" 
August " 
September " 

October " 

Total from April 1902 to October 1902 

Number. 

74,498,000 

2,276,000 

1,692,000 

3,304,000 

4,494,000' 

7,770,000 

94,034,000 

8,-142,000 

12,810,000 

12,012,000 

12,292,000' 

8,85b,OOO 

3,374,000 

882,000 

1i8,667,OOO 

2M 
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13. The followhlg table shows the prices· of jowari and bajri as they 
stood at district headquarters in the middle of December in the years 1900 and 
1901:-- . 

Jowari. B.jri. 
Distriot. 

1901. 1900. 1901. /. , 1900. 

Seers. ohAta.ks. Seers. ohata.ks. Seers •• b.ta.ks. Seers. obot .. I ... 

Ahmedabad ... ... . .. .. . 15 0 15 6 14 0 14 11 

Kaira ... ... ... ... . .. 17 II 14 0 14 8 
I 

15 II 

Panch Mahals ... . .. . .. (Not sold) 15 13! 14 8 13 12 

Broach ... ... ... . .. 15 0 13 0 13 8 13 2 

Surat ... 15 4 11 8 14 13 , 

12 8 ... ... . .. ... I , 
Khandesh ... ... ... . .. 16 10 13 5* 15 6 I 12 8 

Nasik ... ... . .. . .. ... 15 5 9 lot 15 6 12 1~ 
. . 

Ahmednagar .•• ... ... . .. 16 8 9 8& 16 1 12 .0 

Poona ... ... .. ... . .. 11 8 11 4i 14 15 11 12! 

Sholapur ... ... .. . ... 17 14' 9 101 19 3 11 10: 

Satara ... ... ... - . .. . .. 18 6 9 13! 20 13 10 . III 
Bijapur ... ... . . .. . 17 4 10 1 19 13 12 5 

Belgaum .. ', ... ... .. . 16 10 11 7 17 9 10 12 

Dharwar ... ... .. . ... 22 1 11 5 22 1 12 2 

14. It will be seen that in December last the prices were generally easier 
than at the same time in ] 900, and prices in 1902 are not likely to rise higher 

than in 11l01. In framing the estimates of expen-

I 
ThOll8aJlda of diture in the current season the same rate per 1,000 ORa. 

Units, units as that resulting from the actual expenditure --'----+1----- during April to October, 1901 (of which audited 
59,28,000 74,498 account figures are available) ha.~ therefore been 

. adopted. The rate works out to Rs. 80.· 

15. The budget provision for famine expenditure in the current year 
amounts to Rs. 33,~8,000 in the Civil and R~. 66,56,000 in the Public Works 
Department~. The actual expenditure in the Ch·n Department up to end of 
November last amounted to a .little over Rs. 24,44,000. The balance still 
available out of the Civil budget provision will more than suffice for expenditure 
in the remaining months of the current year. The actual expenditure in the 
Public Works Department up to end of October last amounted to Rs. 35,91,684, 
and the Public Works Department is considering what amount out of the 
budget grant should be surrendered to the Government of India after retaining 
Bufficient amount for the requirements of the remaining months of the current 
year. 

16. The estimated total number of units to be relieved from April to 
October, 1902, is 58,667,000 or 5!l millions in round figures. At the rate of 
Rs. 80 per 1,000 units the total estimated cost of relief in next year will there
fore amount. to Rs. 47,20,000. During the period from April to October, 1901, 
the proportion of Civil to Public Works expenditure was about 2 : 3. During 
that period relief was given in Gujarat on a comparatively large scale on 
small works under Civil Agency. From a communication of the 3rd January, 
1902, "eceived from the Commissioner, N. D., however, it appears-that-owing 
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to the rupid increase iIi the demand for relief, relief on large works will have 
to be more freely resorted to in· the three Northern Gujarat Districts in the 
current season than was previously contemplated. In the circumstanpes the 
proportion between· the Civil and Public Works expenditure may be fixed at 
1, ~ 2 as in the current year's estimates. Then the budget estimate for 
1902.1903 will be- . 

Civil ... 

Po blic Works ... 

Bo. 

15,73,334 

31,46,666 

or in round figures Rs. 16 lakhs and RR. 32 lakhs, respectively. 
17. The total assignment sanctioned by the Government of India in the 

current year for takavi advances was 64 lakhs of rupees. Almost the whole 
of this amount has been allotted to the Commissioners and no more is likely 
to be required in the current financial year. For next year it has been proposed 
in the budget estimates for provincial loans and advances t6 apply for the 
present fora grant of Rs. 41\ lakhs under Class I-Loans to Agriculturists under 
Acts XIX of 1883 and XII of 1884. If it is found later in the ye.ar that 
further funds are necessary, application will be made to the Government of 
India at the proper time. 

18. The following rough estimates have been furnished by the collectors 
of the collections, suspensions and remissions of land revenue of the current 
revenue year :-

Estimated land 
Distriot.. revenue demand Eatima.ted Estimated Estimated. 

of the revenue collections. BUBpenaiOl18. remissions. 
year 1901·1902. 

Ra. Ra. Re. Re. 
Ahmedabad ... • Not reported. ... ... .. . 
X .. ir ..... ... ... ... .. . Not reported • 

Panch Mahale ... ... .. . 3,20,760 93,964 2,26,596 200 

Broach ... ... ... .. . . 21,50,000 14,35,000 4,65,000 2,50,000 

Surat ... .. , ... ... . .. , 22,76,559 18,54,312 4,22,247 -
Thana ... ". ... ... 13,18,500 13,03,500 5,000 10,000 

I 
Xhandeeh ... ... ... . .. 41,15,000 39,15,000 1,20,000 80,000 

Nasik· ... ... .. . ... 20,30,000 16,00,000 4,00,000 30,000 

Ahmednagar ... ... . .. 16,36,000 6,06,000 10,30.000 -
Poona ... ... ... .. . 13,18,800 9,46,300 3,03,800 68,700 

Sholapor ... ... '" ... 11,16,535 8,19,097 2,10,938 86,500 

Satara ... ... . .. . .. 19,46,000 16,56,500 2,71,000 18,500 

Bijapnr ... ... ... '" 14,05,700 5,72,000 7,80,200 53,500 

Belgaom ... ... ... '" 15,72,356 14,47,856 1,09,000 15,500 

Dharwar ... ... ... . .. 24,87,300 . 24,57,300 30.000 -. 
Kalaba ... ... ... 12,67,600 12,67,600 - -
Ratnagiri ... ... ... .. 9,00,30!) 8,94,927 5,200 182 

Kanara ... ".,' ... ... 9,90.950 I 9,87,700 2,550 700 
. 

Total ... 2,68,52,369 12,18,57,056 43,81,531 ... 6,13,782 . , 
I 

)0568 
• The figures for NlIo8lk molude arrears on aooouut of former years. 

2 '1 2 
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As another unfavourable season has occurred, both suspensions and remissions 
will have to be made on II. large scale. In view of the instruction9 contained 
in the Jetter from the Government of India in the Legislative Department, 
No. 1,184, dated 2nd August, 1901, there will be collected little or none of 
the arrears of previous years. The collection of about 64 lakhs of rupees out 
of' the revenue for 1899-1900 and 1900-1901 has been suspended during those 
two years, and it is probable that after so long II. series of bad years it will be 
necessary or at least desirable to convert the whole or a large part of the 
suspensions into remissions. Some arrears also will be wiped off if advantage 
is taken of the Land Revenue Code Amendment Act. As regards the revenue 
of the current year it has been directed that in Gujarat suspensions should -be 
granted in accordance with the scale suggested in paragraph 271 of the recent 
report of the Famine Commission, and that elsewhere in view of the losses 
which have been incurr"ld in past years, collections from -bona fide agriculturists 
should be liberally suspended in CRses in which not more than an eight-anna 
crop has been reaped. The collectors have, of course, power to postpone all 
collections until any inquiries which may bf' necessary are made. According 
to the rough estimates of the collectors in the Presidency proper (including 
Ahmedabad and Kaira, for which figures have not been reported) given in the 
above table the collections out of the land revenue of the current revenue year 
are not likely to exceed 236 lakhs of rupees, and with the estimated collections 
in Sind. Bombay, BaroUa and Kathiawar (amounting in all to 94 lakhs) will 
amount to 330 lakhs of rupees. Taking these circumstances into consideration 
the Governor in Council has fixed next year's Budget Estimate under" I-Land 
Revenue-Ordinary Revenue" at 340 lakhs of rupees. 

No. 83. 
,Letter from J. B. Fuller, Esq., C.LE., Secretary! to the Got'ernment of India, 

to the Secretary to the Government of Bombay, Famine Department, 
No. 290-18-2, dated Calcutta, the 7th February, 1902. 

I am directed to communicate the following observations on your letter 
Nu. 133, dated 17th January, 1902, in which you report npon the present 
.agricultural situation in the Bombay Presidency, and upon the extent to which 
measures of famine relief appear likely to be required during the coming year. 

2. The Government of India were aware that the autumn harvest was 
exceedingly poor in Gujarat, that the area sown with spring crops was very much 
short of the normal, and that, having regard to these circumstances and to the 
impoverished condition of the people, it was probable that a very considerable 
expenditure on famine reliet would be needed in this tract of country. But 
they did not realize that the situation was so grave as it is now reported to be, 
nor did they expect to learn that relief measures on a considerable scale would 
be required in the districts of the Deccan, which were favoured above most other 
parts of India by receiving timely rain in October. The Governor-General in 
Council rscognizes, however, that the information which is now available is more 
definite and complete than that which it has been possible to furnish earlier in 
the season, and that the effect of the October rainfall was prejudiced by 
irregularity in its distribution. But he finds it di1ficnlt, on the bilsis of past 
-experience, to reconcile the present apprehensions with the moderate pitch of 
the rates at which grain is now procurable. Prices are, it is to be observed, 
generally much lower than those which have been ruling in adjoining provinces 
during the past twelve months. So far as the Government of India are aware, 
the existence of famine has never previously been recognized with prices at the 
devel they now hold in Bombay. Nor would it appear that the grain market 
can be materially influenced by the prospect of importation from neighbouring 
provinces, in which the outturn of the autumn harvest has generally been 
unsatisfactory. The Government of India fully admits that prices, taken alone, 
may not give a satisfactory clue to the position of the poorer classes. Low 
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prices may be of little benefit to those who have no means of earning wages. 
But prices have hitherto been taken as one of the principal indications of the 
pressure which results from failure of crops, and past experiences have generally 
shown that they actively respond to unusual deficiences in the local food supply, 
and, moreover, that the acuteness of distress depends very materially upon their 
pitch. In these circumstances the Government of India cannot feel altogether 
certain that the view which is taken of the present situation by the Bombay 
Government may not be over gloomy. Nor is the information which is given as 
to the actual state of affairs sufficiently definite to altogether counteract the 
impression which a consideration of existing prices is calculated to convey. It 
is diffi~ult to combine the facts which are stated in the local officers' reports 
so a" to obtain 1\ general idea of the situation, and I am to ask that the 
Government of India may be furnished as soon a~ convenient with an estimate,. 
for each district as a whole, of the percentage by which the antumn product: 
fell short of the normal, calculated by comparing the area aI:d average uutturn, 
multiplied together, with similar figures for a normal year, and with a simil,.r 
estimate for the spring crop now on the ground. 

3. It may be urged that the best possible proof of the existence of distress 
is the eagerness which the people are displaying to obtain relief. But experience 
has shown that willingness to accept State charity is not a trustworthy sign of 
destitution in the case of a population which has become accustomed to rely upon 
Government for its support, unless it is proof against tests of a more searching 
character than are always applied. The work test is often uncertain, and it is 
not quite clear that under the system of management which is adopted in· 
Bombay it has always succeeded in excluding from the receipt of relief those 
who do not deserve it. The Government of India are aware of the risk of draw
ing deductions from circumstances with which they are imperfectly acquainted. 
Rut they have observed that the cost of famine work has in some cases been so 
high as to lead to a presumption that the workers were not under the control 
which is desirable, and they do not feel persuaded that in the districts of the 
Deccan the relief workers did not remain in famine employ longer than was 
relLlly necessary. It is, moreover, impossible not to contrast the rapidity with 
which numbers are rising in Gujarat with their slow advance in Rajputana, 
notwithstanding a mnch higher range of prices in the latter tract of country, 
and, so far as appears, at least an equal deficiency in the past season's outturn. 
Recent correspondence connected with the recommendations of the Famine 
Commission has illu8trated very strongly the divergences which exist between 
thEl famille relief procedure of different provinces,-an expedient which has 
practically succeeded under one Government being not unfrequently condemned 
by another as impracticable, although local conditions do not apparently afford 

• any rcason for such discrepant conclusions. An instance to which reference 
may be made is the reluctance displayed by Bombay officers to adopt the system 
of daily payment which in the. provinces of Northern India has been established 
by the experience of the two last famines as a cardinal principle of relief works 
administration. The Government of India believe that Local Governments 
might advantageously gain a more practical acquaintance with the results of one 
another's experience of famine relief than they possess at present, and that an 
interchange of ideas might lead to useful reforms. In the present circumstances 
they would be glad to be in a position to institute a comparison' between the 
systems on which relief works are managed in Bombay and in Northern India, 
and they have come to the conclusion that it is desirable to depute an officer 
whose experience would be representative of that gained in Northern India 
dnring the two last famines, to visit the relief works of the Bombay Presidency 
and examine such features in their· organization as are peculiar to Bombay. 
They earnestly hope that the Government of Bombay will agree with them in 
the view that the exceptional features of the present situation and the financial 
responsibility of the Government of India for the large expenditure now anti
cipated fUl"nish an adequate ground for undertaking these enquiries. The 
officer to whom the Governor-General in Council proposes to entrust them is 
Mr. B. Robertson, C.I.E., Deputy Commissioner of Jabalpur, who has served 
through two famines with distinction. In view of the rapidity with which relief 
measures are expanding, it is desirable that he should visit the world as Sooll &II 
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possible, Rnd I am to express a hope that the Government of India may receive' 
by telegram the assent of the Governor in Council to this proposal. 

4. "In their lette]· No. 84, dated 13th January, 1901l, the Governmentu£ 
Bombay have expressed aD opinion in favour of the Bbolition of the minimum· 
wage save where severe ·famine ·is widespread. I am to intimate the desire tif 
the Governor·General in Council that, pending the result of the enquiries which. 
it is proposed to institute, itsaholition should be enforced so far as able· bodied ' 
workers are concerned, that the importance of exacting a fair task from relief. 
workers be borne in view, and that wages be strictly calculated according to the 
price of the cheapest food-grain procurable. 

5. I am to add that budget provision will be made for meeting expenditure 
on the scale anticipated in your letter. 

No. 84. 

Telegram {rom Secretary, Famine Department, Bombay, to .Got.ernment of Irulia, 
Calcutta, No. 364, dated 11th. February, 1902. . 

Your letter 290 of seventh. This Government accept proposal of India ,to, 
depute Mr. Robertson to visit relief works in Bombay Presidency. 

No. 85. 

Letter from H. S. Lawrence, Esq., Acting Secretary to tile Goverltment of 
Bombay, to the Secretary to the Government of India, Department of 
Revenue and Agriculture (Famine), No. 387, dated Bombay Castle, 14th 
February, 1902. 

With reference to paragraph 3 of your letter No. 290-18·2 of the 7th 
instant, I am directed to confirm the intimation conveyed in my. telegram 
No. 364, dated the lith instant, that the Governor in Council assents to the 
proposed deputation of Mr. B. Robertson, C.I.E., to visit the relief works in 
this Presidency and examine such features in their organisation as are peculiar 
to Bombay. 

2. I am to state that orders have been issued for the preparation of the 
estimate called for in paragraph 2 of your letter, and that the information will 
be furnished as soon as it is ready. In anticipation of the detailed report, 
however, I am to invite the attention of the Government of India to the 
enormous loss of crops in Gujarat from the plague of rats, of which no me~tion 
is made in your letter under reply. I am to subjoin for your information the 
following extracts from reports by the Collectors of the Panch Mahals and 
Kaira Districts on the progress of relief measures :-

A'xtract Irom a r6port by tile Colleeto/" 01 II", Panel. Mahals. 

The damage done by the short rainfall was enormously increased by the plague of 
ruts. Great efforts were made to get rid of these and many thousands were killed. For a 
time It seemed 88 if these efforts were being successful, but the apparent decrease W8S 

probably due to the rats leaving the crops temporarily for the wild rice. With the 
destruction of the latter, of which there W88 little this year, they returned to the crops, 
and in many cases ensued scarcity where want would not have otherwise been felt. Every 
crop, including cotton and oilseed, seems to come alike to them, and it was not possible for the 
cultivators to cope with their constantly increasing numbers. It is to be boped that these 
numbers will lead to their dying from starvation in the hot weather. Locusts scarcely 
visited the district, but a species of grasshopper did considerable damage. 
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Extract from a report /'y tlu! Collector of Kaira. ' 

The locnsts fil'st appeared in the Mehmadabad Talnk from the Ahmedabad side. 
staying in the village" where they had settled for the whole night and devouring the 
promising Mjri and Mvto crops, which had not been reaped. The estimated yield of 
several of the crops was, therefore, lowered, and towards this result rata contributed in a 
much greater degree than locusts. In fact, but for rate Tblisra would have had 'fair crops, 
and there wonld have been no talk even of relief measures in Borsad, Anand, and 
Nadiad. 

In Gujara.., as a whole, the damage caused by rats has converted what 
would have beeI\ moderate scarcity into intense distress. " ' 

3. I am to add with reference to paragraph 4 of your letter that the 
abolition of the minimum wage so far as able-bodied workers are concerned, has 
been enforced in every district since September last, and that the importance of 
exacting a fair task from relief workers has never ceased to be inculcated. 
M,Oreover, the rest-day wage and allowances to dependants have been withheld 
in any cases in which there seemed to be ground for suspicion' that the works 
were resorted to by persons not in absolute need of relief. The rule of the Code 
is that wages shoIl be calculated on the cheapest staple food grain of the quality 
in general use, and 'every effort has been made to secure the observance of it. 
It will now be directed, as desired in your letter, that wages should be calculated 
strictly according to the price of the cheapest food grain procurable, but it is 
improbable that the effect wilt be mnterially different from that of observing the 
existing rule. 

No. 86. 
Letter from J. B. Fuller, Esq., C. I. E. , SecretaT.V, to tIle Government o./' 

India, to the Serretar.1f to tile Government of Bombay, Famine Department, 
No. 351, dated Calcutta, the 17th February, 1902. 

I am directed to express the satisfaction of the Governor General in Council 
at learning from your telegram of the 11th instant that the Government of 
Bombay agree to the proposed deputation <?fMr. Robertson. I am to enclose a 
copy of the instructions which have been sen't to Mr. Robertson through the 
Chief Commissioner of the Central Provinces. He will inform you of the date 
of his arrival in Bombay, and is to ascertain in personal interview with you the 
,wishes of the Bombay Government as to the course which his tour may most 
conveniently take. The Government of India would be glad could it be 
arranged that he should first visit the Gujarat districts. They trust the Govern
ment of Bombay will permit the Commissioners and Collectors to render him all 
I\ssi~tance needed for the purpose of his visit. 

Enclosure in No. 86. 

'_fU"1" ji-om J. B. Fuller, Esq., C.I.E., Secretary to tIle Government of India, 
tu the Honourable the Chief Commissioner ~f the Central Provinces, 
No. 352, dated Calcutta, the 17th February, 1902. 

I am directed to inform you that the Government of India, considering it 
probable- that famine relief administration in the Bombay Presidency might 
P, rllfit by experience gained in other provinces, have decided to depute Mr. 
13. Robertson, C.LE., to visit the relief works in Gujarat and the Deccan, 
and to ascertain how far, in his opinion, their management secnres the object 
in view of admitting to relief all who need assistance, but of excluding those 
who do not require Go\'ernmellt support. Mr_ Robertson might at the same 
time advantageously contrast the system of gratuitous relief which has been 
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adopted in Bombay with that whi<"h was practised ill the Centrnl Provinces. 
And the Government of India would further be glad if he would use th~ 
experience he has acquired of mmine conditions to form a judgment of the 
present outlook in the various districts which he visits Sd far as . now appears, 
Mr. Robertson's tour of inspection should not occupy him for more than eight 
or 10 weeks. It has been already ascertained by telegram that you will be 
able to spare his services for this period. 

2. I am to a<k that arrangements may be made to enable Mr .. Robertson 
to start for Bombay as soon as possible after the receipt of this letter. The 
districts which he should visit are Panch Mahals, Ahmedabad, Kaira, 
Ahmednagar, Bijapur and Khandesh, in the order named, if possible, but Mr. 
Robertson should arrange his programme in communication with the Secretary 
to the Bombay Government in the Famine Department, on whom he should cail 
on his arrival in Bombay and before he leaves the Presidency. He will, of course, 
make the fullest possible use of oppurtunities for personal communication with 
the divisional and district officers. The object of his deputation is that he 
should assist as well as· criticise, and he will appreciate the importance of 
meeting local opiuions in a conciliatory spirit. During the period of his 
deputation he will be under the orders of the Government of India, and I am 
to ask that he would submit a brief weekly report. 

3. During the period of his deputation Mr. Robertson will draw pay at 
R2,360. He will be allowed travelling allowance under the rules, the rate of 
dailv allowance being RIO. He is authorised to convey two horses by rail at 
Go~ernment expense, as well as any necessary camp equipage. Should tents 
be required in any district, he will, no doubt, be able to secure them on loan 
from the local authorities. 

4. A copy of these orders should be given to Mr. Robertson. He should 
be instructed to report by telegram the date of his departure for Bombay. 
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PUN JAB. 

EXTRACTS FROM DISTRICT MONTHLY REPORTS. 

No. 87. 

REMARKS FOR THE FOUR WEEKS ENDING 28TH APRIL, 1900. 

HISSAR. 

Sowings.-Nothing was sown on dry land for want of rain .• 
Condition of crop.-Canal rabi crop ~rvested, and the outturn was of lID" 

average character. 
F,'dder.-Very scarce in unirrigated villages. 
Condition of cattle.-Cattle out of condition in dry tracts. 
Water-supply.-Many of the village tanks have got water-supply by the-

recent rainfall sufficient for one or one-and-a-half months' requirements, but 
many of them are still waterless. 

Grain stock.-There lire no grain stocks. Food stull's are imported in 
sufficient quantities to meet local requirements. 

Condition 0/ the people.-As bad as before. 
Number of persons relieved.-The total number of persons receiving relief 

in this district during the last week of the month as compared with the same 
week of March represents a decrease of 4,603, which is chiefly due to the 
harvesting season of canal crops and the outbreak of cholera. Increase is. 
expected again in May and June, which are the severest months of famine. 

flealt!1 of the district.-Bad. Cholera. and fever prevalent. Cholera is 
subsiding now, but it has spread in many villages of. aU the tahsils of the 
district. 

ROHTAK. 

Fodder.-Very scarce still. Cattle are either fed on straw or on leaves of 
trees. 

Bhusa is being taken out. 
Condition o/" cattle.-The condition of cattle is very bad. 

prevailed in a mild form in two villages of Sampla and one of 
Tahsils. 

Rinderpest 
the Jhajjar 

Relief works.-The number of relief works in progress under the l'ublic 
Works Department is six, or the same as last month. The daily average of 
workers and dependants was-

I . -- Yo. 

• Relief workers ... .. . ... ... 25,206 

Dependants .. , ... ... ... . .. 2,782 

liS compared with 29,137 and 1,228, respectively, for the last month. 
10566 
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The piece. work system is stin in force; under which the wages are paid 
,according to the work done. 

Physical condition o.~ p'eople.-Generally good. Fever and small-pox 
prevailed throughout the district. 

Sporadic cholera has broken out> in a few villages of Tahsil Rohtak, and 
>also on relief works at Pir Baha-ud-din and Bhapraudah. 

GURGAON. 

Relief works.-All the test works were converted into relief works during 
the month. The number of works now in progress is six. The number of 
persons attending has again gone up. The total average number of persous on 
works during the last week of the month was 14,133:- . 

Relief workers ... 

Paid dependants 

Unpaid dependants ... I 
I 

No. 

11,667 

1,81i3 

603 

Physical condition of workers.-The people were all healthy on the 
works. There was no sickness of any severe type prevalent, and people were 
treated f<?r only ordinary complaints at the camp hospitals. 

Condition of cattle, fodder and crops.-A few showers of rain accompanied 
with hail were received during the month, and the most which was recorded 
was 1'.')7 iuches at Farrukhnagar and 1'12 inches at Gurgaon. Rabi has been 
harvested, and extra rabi is being tended. Sowings of chari and china are 
going on in the Rewari Tahsil on sweet wells. Cattle are out of condition for 
want of fodder, which is scaree everywhere, though the present harvest has 
furnished some. > 

D~]LHI. 

Private relief and> viliage relief have not yet been started, as there is no 
actual famine area in the district. There was one poor-house at Badarpur 
during the month in which indigent and infirm persons who are unable to 
work are relieved. The people so relieved are for the most part wanderers 
from Native States, &c. Arrangements are being made to transfer them to 
their own residences. > 

Earthwork on the Delhi-Agra Chord Railway line continues in the shape 
~f relief work. The workers are also mostly wanderers from Native States, &c., 
and those transferred from the Rohtak District: only a few of the workers 
belong to this district. 

The physical condition of the workers is good, and no deaths from 
starvation have yet been reported. Cholera had broken out on the work and 
lasted for about a fortnight in the >month under report, and about 40 deaths 
were reported from the epidemic. It has now completely disappeared. 

Food.gmin stocks are sufficient for the present. The > imports are higher 
than exports, and prices are almost stationary. > 

Stocks of fodder are almost exhausted, and cattle are in a weak state. 
The rabi fodder is quite insufficient to meet the requirements of the zamindars. 

The unirrigated area has completely failed. Rabi crops on irrigated area 
have been reaped and promise only an average outturn. The rain in the 
beginning of the month was followed bv hail, which did damage to the rabi 
crop. No part of the cj.istrict is at present affected by famine. 
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Work is done on the piece-work system and the labourers are pa.ld. 
lICl'.ording to the qUl\ntity of work performed. 

KARNAL. 

Gratuitous relief was gi.-en t) 1,438 persons daily in villages in the· 
Kaithal and Thanesar Tahsils from District Funds and to 212 persons in 
Kaithal Town from Municipal Funds. 

There is no need of a poor-house yet. 

At present three large (village) works are in progress, viz., tanks at Padla, 
Chhatar and Dasirpur, which afforded relief to S,N81 souls daily, including' 
non-working children and dependants during the month. The fourth work, 
~'Excavation of Kurukshetra Tank," was stopped, as the number of workers. 
thereon had considerably fallen. Kitchens for children and dependants have 
been started at Padla and Chhatar tanks, which have been work~ng very 
satisfactorily. A kitchen on the third work will also be started soon. 

The physical condition of the people is good. 

Food stocks have been exhausted, but the rabi harvest is being reaped. 
During the month 10,852 maunds of grain were imported. Grain can be 
easily obtained in all the larger villages of the district. Fodder is scarce. None 
can be hud in Kaithal Tahsil. 

MOOLTAN. 

In Mooltan itself there is no fa~ine. There is an influx of Biknneris and 
people from Jhelum DiRtrict. Private relief is as usual; no village and poor
honse relief is given. Earthwork in filling in the city ditch is the only kind of. 
work carried out. Physical condition ot' the people of Mooltan good. Food 
stocks are ample. Importation of grain is abnormal, but less than in previous 
years. 

LAHORE. 

The work at the Annhi N ullah has now been declared a Relief Work. 
The arrival of officials from the Bikaner State to take back the Bikanari's to. 
that State is a waited. No sickness of any' kind, nor deaths in the area affected_ 
Food stocks seem sufficient. .. 

SHAfIPUR. 

The distress in this district is almost entirely agricultural. Wheat now 
standing at 14 seers. Persons in receipt of wages are not seriously affected. 

About 5,000 Hissaris are now 011 the canal. Something like 1,500 appear 
to have left, probably having saved enough to carry them to Hissar. Local 
famine labourers have shrunk from 2,000 to 1,300, the balance finding employ
ment in the harvest; but they and more also will almost certainly return. 
These are th~ kamins (menials) of the villages, who being paid by customary 
dues in kind, are hard pressed. 

Nearly 50 per cent. of the cattle have died, quite that in the Salt Range, 
and little can be done until rain brings fodder. 

There is no sickness, but the prolonged scarcity is being feltiby zamindilrs, 
.who aTe too proud to work on the canal.. They are getting somewho.t demora~ 
lised and are applying for gl,ltuitous relief. 
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No. 88. 

REMARKS FOR THE FOUR WEEKS ENDING 26TH MAY, 1900. 

HI~SAR. 

Fodder.-Fodder ILvailable in canal villages, but it is very scarce in dry 
tracts. The recent rain has produced a certain amount of grass in some 
unirrigated villages. 

Cattle.-Cattle out of conditicn in dry tracts. 

Grain stock.-T'here are no grain stocks, but food stuff in sufficient 
-quantities is imported from out-stations to meet the requirements of this district; 

Water supply.-Water supply sufficient for a few weeks in dry villa.ges 
where tanks were filled by the recent rainfall. In other dry villages wells are 
resorted to. 

Number of persons relieved.-The total number of persons receiving relief 
by variou~ forms at the end of May amounted to 98,318, or 11,013 less than 
last week of April. There are several reasons at work-heat, hard work, canal, 
harvest and jungle fruits. 

Famine relief work programme.-There are sufficient works, mostly con
sisting of large agricultural tanks, to meet all requirements throughout the 
famine. 

ROHTAK. 

Fodder.-Fodder is still very scarce; straw of rabi Cl·Op only is procurable 
~t a high price. 

Condition of cattle.-Cattle are in a miserable condition and have become 
weak, having been fed on bhusa and lelLves of trees. No sickness among the 
eattle at the end of the month. 

Foud stock.-Rabi produce of the district is Dot sufficient to. meet the 
requirements of the district. Importations from North-Western Provinces 
make up the deficiency. The price of grain has again risen. 

Physical condition of people.-Generally good, but fever and small-pox are 
still prevailing in the district. Cholera also prevails in some villages of Tahsils 
Rolitak, Sampla, and Jhajjar. 

GURGAON. 

Relief UJorks.-Six works are in progress. The total number of persons 
011 works on the last day of the last week of the month was:-

--- I No. 

Relief workers ... ... ... . .. . .. 13,402 

Paid dependants ... ... ... . .. 2,024 

Unpaid dependants ... . .. ... . .. 451 

Ph1/sical condition.-The physical condition of the people was good on all 
the works, and the heat and task do not seem to have affected them. There 
was no sickness of any severe type prevalent, and at camp hospitals people were 
treated only for ordinary complaints. 
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"'ood stocks.-The imports by rail have been 39,112 maunds, against 
16,748 in the corresponding month last year. 

Condition of cattle,fodder, and crops.-A few showers ofrain (accompanied 
with hail in some places) were received during the month, and the most which 
was recorded in one day was '93 inch at Hathin and 1'35 at PalwaI. Sowings 
of cotton are in progress in Palwal on irrigated areas. Recent rains have 
-caused bajra sowings to be made in the Gurgann Tahsil, and ploughings every
where. Extra rabi is in average condition, and outturn is expected to be 
.average. Indigo and sugarcane crops are in fair condition. Cattle are lean ana 
weak except in Palwal, and fodder is scarce in all the tahsils except PalwaI. 

Changes il~ rate8 of wa.qes.-No change. The unlimited piece-work system 
on the Ghata and Raisina Bunds is attractive to the people. The Ghata Bund 
will be completed in two j;o three weeks, when it is proposed to start work on 
the Alipur-Ghamranj Bund. ' 

Mortality.-No deaths from starvation have beeri reported. The death 
rate in municipal towns and rural circles was high during the month on account 
.of small,pox, which is dying out. 

Proqramme.-· The programme provides sufficient village works r.nd public 
workR t,c; meet all requirements throughout the district. 

DELHI. 

No private relief and village relief in the district yet, as there is no actual 
mmine area in the district. One poor-house at Badarpur, in which indigent and 
infirm persons who are unable to work are relieved. The average number of 
persons so relieved have decreased now, owing to the transfer of a number of 
persons to their own States. 

Earthwork on the Delhi-Agra-Chord Railway continues in the shape of 
relief work. The average number of these workers have decreased to a great 
extent, partly owing to the transfer of immigrants and partly to the desertion 
of persons on hearing of their going back to their States_ 

Physical condition of the workers is at present good; and no deaths from 
starvation have yet been reported. . 

Food-grain stocks are sufficient for the present, but the prices are increasing 
,owing to abnormal exports. 

Stocks of fodder are almost exhausted, and cattle are in a weak ijtate. 

The rabi crop has been harvested. Outturn on irrigated area average, and 
-on unirrigated area is poor. Kharif ploughings have begun in parts of the 
·district. 

Work is done on the piece-work system, and the labourers are paid 
according to the quantity of work performed. 

KARNAL. 

Relief works.-- Three large village works are in progress in the most 
alI'ected parts of the Kaithal Tahsil, which afforded relief to 7,118 persons 
-daily. 

There are also three kitchens (one at each work), where 1,;42 non
working children and dependants are fed daily. 

Physical condition.-The physical condition of the labourers on relief 
works !Is ~elI as of the children at the kitchens and of the neighbouring 
popUlation IS good. Cholera has broken out in a few villages in the Kaithnl 
'Tahsil Fever, cold, and sore-eyes, are also very preyalent. • 
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LAHORE. 

Most of the Bikaneris have been taken back to Bikaner by the State 
officials. The poor-house and hospital at Shahdera are being closed, and the 
Executive Engineer, Lahore, has been asked whether the Annhi Nala Relief 
Work can be closed, since it will not be possible to go on with it as an 
ordinary work. 

No sickness of any kind, nor any abnormal mortality in the area affected., 
Food st.ocks seem sufficient. 

SHAHPUR. 

Private relief still given, no village 'relief, and poor-house only for
friendless dependants amongst the Hissaris. 

Test works still on the Jhelum Canal, but numbers of workers decreasing 
and likely to still further decrease, as contract work is opened up. 

, The famine work for Hissaris will be closed during the next fortnight, as. 
they are to return to Hissar. 

The 'physical condition of the people is still good. 

Food stocks are adequate; importation continues. 

No. 89. 

REM~RKS FOR THE MONTH OF JUNE, 1900. 

HISSAR. 

Fodder.-Fodder very scarce in dry tracts. 

Catt/e.-Cattle out of condition in dry tracts and dying for want of 
fodder. 

Grain stoclc.-There are no grain stocks. Food-grain is imported lD 

sufficient quantities from out-stations. 

Watp.r-supply.-Water-supply sufficient in canal. It is scarce in 
unirrigated tracts, and wells 'are resorted to where tanks are waterless. 

Death from starvation.-None. 

Health of the 'dzstrict.-Very bad. Cholera and fever prevalent. 

ROHTAK. 

Condition of cror.-The condition of irrigated standing crops is good. 

Fodder.-Still'very scarce. 

Condition of cattle.-The same as reported before. No sickness among the 
cattle. Cattle are dying of starvation in the Jhajjar Tahsil for want of 
sufficient fodder. 

Food stocks.-Not sufficient to meet the requirements of the district; 
importation from North-West,Provinces makes up the deficiency. 

Relief works.-Two village works in the Jhajjar Tahsil an~ one in town 
Rohtak haye been opened this, month. The total number of relie! works now 
fn progress in the district is therefore nine, or three more than durmg May. 
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The total' average number of persons on the last day of the last week was-

-- No. 
, 

Relief workers ... ... ... ... . .. 29,746 

Dependants ... ... ... .. . ..·1 3,026 

I . 
.as compared with 23,241 and 2,173 respectively for last month, thus showing 
an increase of 6,505 in the number of relief workers, and of 853 in that of 
dependants. This is due to the lateness of the rains. 

Physical condition.-· Good. The people show but f"w signs of physical 
-deterioration. Fever and cholera are still prevalent in the district. 

GURGAON. 

-
General character of relief works.-The number of worlFs in progress is six. 

The total daily average number of persons on works on the last week of the 
month was-

-- I No. 

Relief workers ... ... ... .. . .. . 11,923 

Paid dependants ... ... ... ... 2,028 

Unpaid dependants ... ... ... ... 255 

Total ... ... 14,206 

• Physical condition of people.-. The physical condition of the people was 
good on all the works. There were 49 cases of cholera at Raesina Bund, 'but 
through the exertions of Mr. Charters, Civil Surgeon, and .Mr. D. McGregor, 
S1;Ib-Divisional Officer, the disease has been stamped out. There was no 
sickness of any severe type on any of the other works, and at camp hospitals 
people are treated only for ordinary complaints. 

The health of the district may be considered as fair. A number of villages 
were attacked with cholera, but the disease appears to be dying out. 

Food stocks.-Except in canal villages there are no stocks of fodder and 
grsin. 

Condition of cattle, fodder and crops.-There have been slight showers of 
rain in some parts of the Idistrict. The villagers are ploughing and sowing 
where rain has fallen. A number of villages which took advantage of the first 
rain in Rewari and ploughed and sowed have lost their young crops, which have 
been buried by sand in heavy dust storms. Cattle are in poor condition except 
in Palwall, in which tahsil alone, fodder is not scarce. 

Changes in rates of wages.-No change. The Ghata Bund will be 
,completed shortly. Most of the labourers have been transferred to Raesinu. 
The numbers have run down so much on Raesina that it, is not considered 
advisable to start the Alipur Ghamrauj Bund at present. 

Mortality.-No deaths from starvation have been reported. The death· 
rate in municipal towns and rural circles was high during the month on Recount 
-of small-pox and cholera, which are dying out. 

Programme of relief works.-The programme provides sufficient village 
'Works and public works to meet all requirements throughout the district. 
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. . 
Relief works.--The three large village works in the Kalthal Tahsil, where 

famine is very acute, are. still in progress, and afforded relief to 8,163 persons 
daily. 

There are also three kitchens (one at each work), where 1,854 non
working children and dependants were daily fed. 

Physical condition.-The physical condition of the labourers on relief 
works as 'well as of the children at the kitchens and· of the neighbouring 
population is good. Cholera has broken out in many villages in the Kaithal 
Tahsil and also at Padla relief work. 

Food stocks.-The grain stock is sufficient for the present. During the
month 10,817 maunds of grain have been imported. Fodder is very scarce ~ 
none can be had in Kaithal Tahsil. 

General condition and prospects of affected area.-There has been no. 
improvement since the submission. of the last report. The slight rain that fell 
during the month was of no use. 

No. 90. 
REMARKS FOB THE MONTH OF JULY, 1900. 

BISSAR. 

Rainfall.-Rains set in in the middle of July, but ceased after one partial 
fall, and, owing to strong western winds which set in immediately after, sowings 
were stopped. The rains set in again, however, at the end of the month and 
gave good rain throughout the district except in the Sirsa Tahsil, where only 
partial showers were received' and sowings reco=enced.. . 

Sowings and condition of crops.-Sowings are in progress in all unirrigated 
tracts. Good flood. have been received in the Ghaggar and Rang6i streams, 
and sowings in .tracts subject to river inundation are busily being made_ 
Sowings on canal land are also going on, but coming to an end. Bajra on canal 
lands is nearly ripe, whereas bajra on lands dependent on rainfall is in many 
places not yet sown. 

Condition of crops.-Condition of canal-irrigated tracts good. 

Fodder.- There is no stock of fodder, which has been selling in places 
at 20 seers for the rupee, but green grass is springing up and there will be 
abundant fodder for cattle very soon. 

Caltle.-So far the cattle have been out of condition, but they will improve 
speedily when sufficient grass grows to feed them. 

Condition of the people.-Taccavi is. being distributed, and the zamindars 
lire making speedy arrangements to resume their agricultural put·suits. The 
recent rainfall has brightened the agricultural prospects of the district and 
revived the broken spirit of the people. 

Number of persons relieved.-The total number of persons in receipt of 
reliet in various forms at the end of July amounted to 106,515, or 3,552 more
than last month, which is due to the break in the rains and strong western 
winds. 

Famine Reli~f Works Pro.qramme.-There are sufficient works on the 
famine programme to meet all requirements during the current famine. 
Agriculturists are leaving the works, and by the end of August or so it is 
expected the relief camps will be able to be closed if no unfavourable changes 
take place before then. Gratuitous relief operations will have to be continued 
till tbe middle of October probably, owing to the lateness of the rains. 
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ROHTAK. 

Condition of crops.-The condition of irrig"\ted standing crops is good, but 
barani crops are beginning to dry up where no rain has fallen .. 

Fodder.-Fodder is still very scarce owing to failure of rain. 

Condition of cattle. -The condition of cattle is the .same as reported before. 
No sickness among the cattle. Cattle are dying for want of fodder. 

Village relief.-The daily average number of recipients for the last week 
was 6,030 against 5,441 relieved last month, and the total expenditure for the 
month was Rs. 7,048-1·0 as compared with Rs. 8,815-7-0 for June, 1900. 

The increase in the number of recipients is due to failure of rain. 

Relief works. - Six more village works, i.e., five in the .Thajjar and one in 
the Rohtak Taksil, were opened during the month. Thus the number of relief 
works in progress during July was 15, of which 3 have been completed. 

The average nUIllber of persons for the last week was-· 

-- I No. 

Relief workers ... ... ... ... . .. 33,15K 

Dependants ... ... .. . .. ... 3,516 

as compared with 29,746 and 3,026 respectively for the preceding month, 
showing an increase of 3,l!12 in the number of relief workers and 490 in that of 
dependants. . 

Physical condition.--The physical condition is good. Cholera is decreasing. 

GURGAON. 

General charar.ter of relief wor7cs.-The number of works in the beginning 
of the month was six, b!lt the Ghata Bund has been completed with the 
exception of the masonry sluices which are in progress. The work of the 
Delhi-Agra Chord Railway in this district has been completed and the Camp 
has been transferred to the Delhi District. On the close of the Ghata Bund the 
people were drafted to Raesina Bund, but owing to the outbreak of cholera the 
Ghata people had to be separated and put on to the Alipur Ghamranj Bund. 
The work on the Rewari-Phulera Railway at Chandpura and Tobra Camps has 
been completed, and only dressing of a portion of embankments remains to be 
done. The British subjects from Chandpura Camp have been drafted on to 
Khol Bund. Thus the number of works at the close of the month was five. 

The total daily average number of persons on works in the last week of the 
month was-

-- No. 

Relief workers ••• ... ... ... . .. 11,139 

Dependants ... ... ... . .. . .. 2,661 

Total ... . .. 13,800 

Physical condition of the people:-. The physical condition of the people was 
wr on all the works with the exception of that of a few State people who have 
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returned to the Raesina Bund and who are iiI an emaciated condition. U nfor
tunately cholera re-appeared at Raesina, and the camp had to be broken up into 
units, and the Ghata people amongst whom the disease re-appeared had to be 
separated from the Raesina people and put on the Alipur Ghamranj Bund. 
There were a few cases of cholera in the Jatusana Camp, but the disease has 
disappeared from both the camps. There was no sickness of a severe nature 
in 'any of the camps. The ordinary cases of fever, &c., were treated in the 
camp hospitals. 

The health of the district is fairly gOOd. There is cholera still in a few 
villages of the district, but it is of a mild form, and is gradually disappearing as 
preventive measures are taken for purification of wells in villages in which 
cholera has appeared. 

Food stocks.-Except in canal villages there were no stocks of fodder and 
grain. 

General condition and prospects of aiJected area.-There have been very 
fair showers of rain in different parts of the district, and ploughing and sowing 
are progressing. Where there has not been rain the pinch of scarcity is being 
keenly felt. 

DELHI. 

Workers from the Gurgaon District arrived in this district during the 
month, and resumed the earth-work on the Delhi-Agra Chord Railway, which 
has been almost completed. Stone-breaking work at Badarpur will be taken in 
hand. Workers ha\'e a tendency to leave the work now, and their average 
{)n this account is decreasing day by day. 

The physical condition of the workers was fair during the month, though 
there were some deaths from cholera, but it has now qnite disappeared. 

Food grain stocks are sufficient for the present, but prices are rising owing 
to heavy exports. 

Stocks of fodder are exhausted and cattle are in a weak state. 
Kharif sowings are in progress: prospects are fair for the present. 
Labourers are paid according to the quantity of the work performed. 

KARNAL. 

Out of the sum received from the Provincial Famine Committl'e, Rs. 70,000 
have been advanced to officers for distribution as gifts to cultivators, &c., in the 
Kaithal Tahsil for the purchase of seed and cattle. Nearly Rs. 2,00,000 have been 
distributed as Government 'Taccavi and in gifts from charitable Relief Funds 
during the month. 

Village relief.-Gratuitous relief in villages, &c., was also given to 1,697 
persons daily during the month in the Kaithal Tahsil from District Funds and 
to 247 from Municipal Funds. The total amount thus given on village relief 
amounted to Rs. 2,737-3-1. 

Poor-house.-No poor-house has been opened, nor is there any need t.v, 
open one now. 

Relief works.-There }Vere three large village works in progress in the 
Kaithal Tahsil during the month, which afforded relief to 9,199 persons daily. 
One of these works has been closed during the month, owing to the considcI'aoie 
fall in the number of workers and to the place having been filled up by flood 
water. A daily average number of 1,836 non-working children and dependants 
were also fed at the three kitchens at works during the month. 

Physical conditioll.-The physical condition of the labourers on relief works 
as well as of the children at the kitchens and of the neighbouring population is 
good. Cholera is still prevalent at some of the villages in the Kaithal Tahsil,. 
but at the relief works it has practically died out. 
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No. 91. 
REMARKS FOR THE MONTH OF AUGUST, 1900. 

DELHI. 

Relief works were closed at the end of July. , . 

RISSAR. 

Rainfall.-Sufficient rain fell throughout the district in August, and heavy 
Hoods were received in the Ghaggar stream. 

Sowings.-Sowings were immediately undertaken and. completed by the 
end of August. 

Condition of crops.-Prospects of crops both on unirrigated and irrigated 
land good up to this time. A good harvest on dry land is expected if sufficient 
rain falls in September. . 

Bajra is being reaped on canal land. 

Fodder.-Dry fodder scarce, but green grass is available in all parts of the 
district!!. 

Condition of cattle.-CattIe improving. 

. Condition of the p6ople.-Zamindars have received taccavi to the extent ot 
9.bout Rs. 14,65,000 both from Government and charitable funds and; are busy 
with their agricultural pursuits. Field labour is available in villages, and 
zamindars are anxious to have their menials back for field work. iAII tank 
works have been closed with effect from 31st August. Indigent people have 
been given a fortnight's allowance for their maintenance. Infirm dependants 
who have no means of support will. be put on gratuitous lists and relieved till 
the middle of October. About 500 people in each tahsil will be employed on 
road repai~ works till 15th September. 

NumlJer ~f persons relieved.-The total number of persons in teceipt of 
relief in various forms at the end of the month amounted to 48,156, out of 
which 24,016 were on works .. 

ROHTAK. 

. Condition of crops.-The condition of both irrigated and unirrigated 
standing crops is very good so far. Bajra on canal lands is nearly ripe. The 
jowar crop needs further showers of rain. 

Fodder.-Green grass is procurable for cattle everywhere except in those 
zails of the Jhajjar Tahsil, in which rainfall has been scanty. . ... 

Condition of cattle.-Improving; no sickness among the cattle at present..·· 

Relief works.-The average number of persons for the last week was-4 

-- I No. .. 

. 
Relief workers ... ... ... ... .. . 24,134 

. 
. Dependants 2,794 ... ... ... ... . .. 

as' compared with 33,158 and 3,516 respectively for the preceding month, 
showing a decrease of 9,024 in the number of relief workers and of 722 in that 
of dependants. These dec~eases were due to good rain. 
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The number of works in progress during August was 12 as detailed 
below:-

-- No. 

Large relief works ... ... . .. . .. 6 

Village works ... ... ... . .. . .. 6 

Orders h9.ve been g'lVen for all the relief works to be .closed from 
1st September, 1900. 

Physical condition.-Good. Cholera is still prevailing in a few villages of 
Tahsils Gohana and Rohtak: and epidemic fever in Tahsil Gohana. . 

GURGAON. 

The number of works in the beginning of the month was five, but the 
works on the Rewari-Phulera Railway have been closed on completion. The 
Khol Bund has been started during the month. Thus the number of works in 
progress at the close of the month was four. 

The total daily average number of persons on works during the last week 
of the month was--

-- I No. 

Relief workers ... ...• ... ... . .. 5,572 

Dependants ... ... ... ... . .. 1,882 

Total ... . .. 7,454 

Physic~t condition of people.-The physical condition of the people was fair 
on all the works. Cholera was 'Stamped out at Raesina, but unfortunately it 
reappeared in a mild form. It has disappeared now. 

There was no sickness of a severe nature in any of the camps. . Ordinary 
cases were treated in the camp hospitals. 

The health of the district is good with the exception of a few villages in 
the Ferozepore Tahsil and Rewari town, in which cholera still exists. . Measures 
are being taken to stamp out the disease. 

Food stocfcs.-Except in canal villages there were no stocks of fodder and 
grain. 

General condition and prospects of affected area.-. There have been very 
fair showers throughout the district, and advantage has been taken of them, as 
well as of the taccavi advances to bring as much land under cultivation as 
possible. Rupees 1,62,268-9-4 have been distributed in taccavi up to the week 
ending 18th August, 1900. 

. The cattle are now improving as green grass is available everywhere, and 
the fodder scarcity has diminished. 

KARNAL. 

Out of the Bums advanced to the Fnmine Charitable Relief Sub-Com
mittees Rs. 914-10-4 were distributed during thb month on the relief·of 
l,lbl respectable poor persons and pardanashins. As shown above, 13 
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oestitute persons in Ladwa town were given free gifts from the Charitabel 
Fund for the reconstruction of their houses which were washed away by )he 
floods. About Rs. 17,900 more have been distributed as Government taccavi , 
and in gifts from Charitable Relief Funds for the purchase of seed and cattlp. . 
o~g the month. . . 

. ·Yillage relief.-Gratuitous relief in villages was also given to 1,800 
persons daily during the month in Kaithal and Thanesar Tahsils from District 
Funds, and, 254 persons from Municipal Funds. The total sum given 011 

gratuitous relief amounted toRs. 3,051. 

( . ,Poor·hous8.-, No poor·house has been opened. 

Relief worlcs.-Two large relief works were in progress in the Kaithal 
Tahsil during the month, which afforded relief to 5,304 persons daily up to 
the third week in August, 1900, when both these works had to be closed. 
as the number of workers had' decreased greatly owing. to the good fall of 
rain. " ' 

The Patiala subjects working on the Chhatar tank have been sent away 
to their State under an official who came for the purpose. One thousand and. 
two hundred non··working children and dependants were also fed at the three 
kitchens. The Dasirpur kitchen was, closed on the 11th, and the others' at 
Chhatar and Padla tanks were closed on 18th August, 1900. 

Physical condition.-The physical condition of the labourers on relief 
works, as well as of the children at the kitchens and of the neighbouring 
population, was good. 

Cholera is prevalent in Kamal, Panipat and Kaithal Towns, also in some 
villages in the Kamal, Panipat and Kaithal Tahsils. 

Food stock.-Food grain stock is sufficient: 23,271 maunds of grain have 
been imported during the month. ' 

Fodder is abundaJ?t, I1nd clI.ttle. are milch improved' in: cOndition. 

No. 92. 
REI4ARKS FOR THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBEJ', 1900. 

BISSAR. 

Rainfalt.-There has been copious ffiinfull during the month, and the 
agricultural prospects have brightened in all parts of the district. 

Sowings.-Kharif sowings completed and ral;>i ploughings c9!1lmenced. 

Condition of crops.-The standing crops both on irrigated and unirrigated 
lands are in a flourishing condition. Bajra is being reaped on irrigated tracts. 
Cotton and chilly crops have been damaged to some extent by the heavy rainfall. 
In certain Sailaba Villages the rice cultivation has been affected by the excessive 
and repeated floods of the Ghaggar stream, but good rabi harvest is expected in 
such villages. 

Fodder.-Green grass is plentiful in all parts of the district. 

Condition of cattle.-Cattle greatly improved. 

Grain stock.-Food grain imported from other parts of the country is 
sufficient to meet all local requirements. The circumstances have, however, 
~ow changed, and the surplus quantity of grain imported is being exported to 
other places for sale. . . .. . 

Water.supply.-Water.supplyis abundant both in irrigated li.nd uuirrigated 
tracts. . 
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Prices.-The prices of food grains are falling owing to the good prospects 
of the kharif harvest. 

Condition of the people.-The condition of the people is now improving. 
Zamindars are hopefUl and. busy with their agricultural pursuits. There is 
ample field labour available for kamins, and spontaneous herbs, which form a. 
part of the food of the poorer classes of tile country, have grown plentifully in 
all parts of the district. 

Famin, relief operations.-As the people can now earn their livelihood 
without Government aid, the famine relief operations of ali kinds have been 
closed with effect from 30th September, lind a fortnight's allowance given 1» 
those who were in need of help. 

ROHTAK. 

Condition of crops.-The condition of the standing crops is very good. 

Fodder.-The fodder supply is ample. 

Condition of cattle.-The condition of the cattle is very good. There was 
no sickness among the cattle. 

Food stock.-The food stocks are exhausted, but. there was importation 
from N orth-W llst Provinces. 

Relilf works.-Only one village work, that is Samdasar 
progress up to 7th September, 1900, when it was also closed. 
number of workers for the week ending 8th September was :-. 

-_. I No. 

Relief workers ... . .. ... ... .. . 1,014 

Dependants ... .. . ... .. . .. 15 

tank,' was in 
The average 

Physical condition.-The physical condition of the people was generally 
good. Epidemic fever is prevalent. 

GUBGAON. 

Gmeral character of relief works.-The number of works in the beginning 
of the month was four, but these were closed during the month. 

The total daily average number of persons on works during the fourth 
week of the month was-

Relief workers 

Dependants ... 

I Total of Four Weeks. I Daily Average. 

7,589 

4,008 

, 1,897 

- 1,002 

Physical condition of the people.-The physical. condition of the. people .on 
works waH fair. The health of the district is generally good, with the exceptIon 
of a few villages in the N uh and Firozpur Tahsils and Rewari town, where 
cholera is still prevalent in a mild form. Steps are being taken to. stamp it aut. 

Food stocks.-Except in canal villages there were no stocks of fodder and. 
food grains. . . 
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Condition of cattle, fodder 'and crops.-The heavy rains during the month 
.have damaged a part of the bajra crop. Grass is plentiful for cattle, which are 
in good condition. Re. 2,46,334-9-4 have been distributed as taccavi up to 
the 29th September, 190'0'. 

KARNAL. 

Out of the sums advanced for the distribution of Famine Charitable Relief 
· Rs. 741 were distributed during the month on the relief of 963 respectable poor 
.and pardanashin. 

The total sums distributed up to date for the purchase of seed and bullocks 
(as free gifts from Charitable Relief Funds) amounted to Rs. 61,674. Besides 
this Rs. 2,0'0'0' worth of cloth was purchased and distributed to the people on 
,different relief works and the list of gratuitous relief in villages. 

Village relief.-Gratuitous relief in villages was given to 1,40'6 persons daily 
during the month, mostly in Kaithal Tahsil, and to some in the ThanesarTahsil 
from District Funds, and to 270' persons from Municipal Funds in the town of 
Kaithal. The total sums given as gratuitous relief amounted to Rs. 2,80'7. 

Poor.house.-No poor· houses are open in this district. 

· Relief works.-All the relief works were closed during August, 190'0'. 
None are in progress now. 

Physical condition,-The general health of the people in~he district is 
bad. Though cholera, which was prevalent· during the previous month, has 
-died out, fever is still raging in a very severe form. 

Food stock.-The food grain stock is quite sufficient. New Indian corn 
and paddy have begun to come iuto the market. During the month under 
report 13,686 maunds of grain were imported into the district. Fodder is . 
. abundant, and cattle are in good condition. 

General condition and prospects of affected area.-Crops are everywhere 
in excellent condition, except in a few villages of the Thanesar and Karnal 
Tahsils, where they were destroyed by flood, and in some places cotton, bajra, 
·chari and chillies were damaged by excessive rain. Since the 28th September 
there, has been bright sunshine, which has improved the prospects and enables 

,l(T&m'sowing to be vigorously pushEd on. 

REGULATION OF RELIEF WORKS. 

No. 93. 
Letter from the Honourable lIfr. H. C. Fanshawe, Commissiuner and Superln' 

tendent, Delhi Division, to the Revenue and Financial Secretary it. 
Government, Punjab, No. 177, dated the 22nd lIfarch, 190'0'. 

I have the honour to forward, for the information of Government, a copy 
·of my letter (circular) No. 126 'of this date, which, I trust, will meet with the 
.approval of His Honor the Lieutenant·Governor. 

Enclosure in No. 93. 
, 

Circular letter ,from the Honourable ,!fro H. C. Fanshawe, Commissioner and 
Superintendent, Delhi Dit,isiml, to the Deputy Commissioners, Ro!ttri/c', 
Delhi, Gurgaon and Hissar, No. 126, dated the 22nd l!farch, 190'0. _ 

· With the approach of the summer heats, which indeed are already upon us, 
but may be expected to diminish again for a time, I have the honour to invite 
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your special attention to the following points connected with our relief works, 
and to' request your :e.trly attention to the subject in consultation with the 
Executive Engineer Of the Division. 

2. Water and huts.-The subjects of the supply of water and provision 
of huts capable of affording reasonable relief from the sun were mooted and 
partlv discussed at our Hissar Conference three weeks back. As regards 
water, Superintending Engineer has ordered that fOllr wells shall be made 

.available for each work, and this is no doubt being seen to, and people living 
in the villages. adjoining the work have been ordered to bring one gharra 
supply per family with them on to the work, and this order is no doubt being 
enforced. Both points should be seen to at all inspections, and it is desirable, 
I think, that you should be furnished with a list of the wells available for each 
work; and be assured that there is no risk of failure of their supply. We cannot 
afford to leave anything to chance in the matter of the water.supply of ten 
thousand people in Mayor June. 

3. As regards the huts provided, we must make these as good protection 
from the sun as possible. The sirki huts constructed in some of the camps 
are, I am afraid; very poor affairs ; but so far as huts can be well " leeped " and 
pits can be dug inside them, I think we must now oblige the occupants to make 
these improvements, and if they will not do so on Sundays, they should be set to 
do so on a week day receiving only the minimum wage for such work. ,Water 
to enable them to make mud plaster must in any case be supplied to them. I 
am afraid it is impossible to get any long grass or tree branches in Hissar where· 
with to make an additional thatching of the huts. but this may perhaps be 
possible in some districts. .l!'arash and pilchi cuttings make excellent huts. 

4. There remains the question of shelter and shade for the people not 
residing in relief camps. I am afraid that in most cases there is very little of 
this available on the spot, though it is wonderful what shade they can contrive 
under jal and jand bushes by means of clothes, &c., and tattis may no doubt be 
properly given out to help them in this. The necessity did not arise in the 
famine ot' 1896·97, when most of the people were employed on village works, 
and much of what should now be done in this direction depends upon how they 
will prefer to work during the hot days. Will those who do not reside in the 
camps work from very early-say 5 a.m.-and go off to their horries at 11-
1~ o'clock, or will they work say from 6.30-10.30 and again from 4.30 or 
5 p:m. to 7, as no doubt all the people in the camp will do. In the latter case 
they will need more shelter in the middle of the day-in the former case we shall 
probably have to reduce the tasks now demanded. This is a point upon which 
the opinions of leading Lambardars, Zaildars, &c., should be sought as well as of 
officials. In any case some shelter must be provided, and the best way of 
providing it should receive careful atten:tion. 

5. In this connection I shall be glad of your opinion whether children and 
other dependants should not be left in their villages instead of being brought on 
to the works during the great heat. The labourers on each work are changing 
very little now, I fancy, and for all non·residents who have been for some time 
on the work dependant's allowance can perhaps safely be paid according to the 
amounts paid in the previous two or three weeks, while as regards new·comers 
who are pretty certain to come from adjoining villages it can be ascertained from 
the Lambardars what the number of dependants is. This idea is against the 
continuation of kitchens for dependants in the Gurgaon and Kamal Districts, 
but I am not sure we could very well keep up such kitchens during the great 
heats of May and June. The dependants residing ilL the camps need, I think, 
attend only the morning roll· call after 1st April, but a very careful double camp 
roil-call should always be taken on Sundays. 

6. Finally, as to the task to be done. We must, I imagine, reduce this 
somewhat for the summer, and I am disposed to think that after 15th April we 
should reduce it by 20 per cent. This does not in any way affect the principle 
of fixing and demanding a full task lately laid down and enforced: the task 
will still be ;the full one which can be reasonably demanded of the workers with 
due regard to all conditions, and especially the conditions of heat. I am dis
posed to think that. in view of the fact that our tanks are now becoming so deep 
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more relief will be needed in the task of the carriers, especially older women, 
and carrying children, than of the diggers, and this must be carefully considered~ 
and the opinion of the Civil Surgeon should be sought on it, as well as oC 
Department Public Works Officers. So far I am quite satisfied with the general 
condition of the workers which has been maintained during nearly six months . 
of famine, and we must be careful that it does not run down during the next. 
four months, before they return to their ordinary agricultural avocations. It 
must not be understood that I consider it would be proper to raise the gI'llin 
wage again in the above circumstances. That wage is, in my opinion, sufficient. 
for the objects which it professes to attain, but we must be careful not to over·· 
tax the strength maintained by that wage, as such strength does not represent. 
the full robust vitality of a labouring population at its best. 

7. Should small numbers still come on to our works till the end-if large. 
numbers still come on, we must go on opening other large relief works as we 
may be compelled-we shall have to consider whether it will be wise to open a· 
certain number of village works from May onwards, and Ishould be glad to. 
learn your general idea as to this. I am disposed to think that we should not 
allow any village work to be confined to one village alone, but should in 
ordinary cases make all such works common to four or five villages at least. 
Such works would, apparently, have to be managed much as village works for 
w·hich advances are taken-see my unofficial No. 178, of 19th March, 1900-· 
lind I should be glad of the expression of your opinion on this point also. 

8. There is one aspect of VIllage relief works connected with the action 
to be taken in connection with what may be called domestic relief; upon which 
I am addressing you to-day. 

There can be no doubt, I think, that a~ soon at least as a second good fall 
of general rain assures general sowings in July we shonld sweep the people as 
far as possible off 'our relief works; and get them, zamindars and kamins alike, 
back into their villages. To do this we shall have to provide them with means 
of subsistence for six weeks or two months, .ronghly speaking, say from 20th 
July to 10th September. The cost of this may be taken at 2 annas per head 
per adult, or say Rs. 4 each for the two months, excluding children. The 
question here for consideration is, should we give the whole of that allownnce 
in cash, or should we require the women and children, at least, to earn part of 
it by labouring on village relief works while the men work in the fields? There 
will be a good deal to be done in restoring the old home, even in the most 
fit,~ourable of circumstances; 'but, on the whole, I am disposed to think that we 
should require those who can' spare the time to work on yillage relief works nJ> 
to September, and that the cash snm given to people leaving the works for 
their homes should be based on this. , 

. 9. I shall be obliged if you will favour me with your opinion and the 
opinions of the Department Public W Ol·ks Officers in your district (I enclose 
two spare copies of this letter for Executive Engineer, which he can circulate 
to his subordinates) upon paragraphs 1-6 of this letter within ten days_ 
Executive Engineers will kindly send copy of their opinions to Superintending 
Engineer, to whom a copy of this is being sent. 

No. 94. 
Letter from A. II. Diack, Esq., Revenue and l i'inanoial Secretary to Government, 

Punjab, to the Commissioner and Superintendent, Delhi lJivision, No. 628, 
dated Lahore, tlie 26th April, 1~00. 

With reference to your letter, No.1 'i7 dated the 22nd March, 1900, I am 
directed to Ray that, subject to the following remarks, the Lieutenant-Governor 
approves of the instructions given in your circular No. 126, dated the 2~nd 
March, 1900; ~<JRrdil1g summer arrnngements on relief works. 

10366 2P 
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.. 
2. As regards paragraphs 4 and 6 of ')'our circular, I am to forward for 

your information extract of a note by Colonel S. L. Jacob, Secretary 
to Government, Punjab, Public Works Department, Buildings and Roads 
. Branch. 

3. With reference to paragraph. 5 of your circular, the Lieutenant
Governor is inclined to doubt whether it is necessary to dispense with the 
attendance of the dependants of those relief workers who are not resident on 
·the works. No such measure seems to have been found necessary in Hissar or 
elsewhere in the last famine. There are certainly difficulties in the way of 
-carrying out your proposal, and I am to suggest that these may be avoided if 
some more of the tanks are worked, as Colonel Jacob has proposed for KaluwRS, 
.by a task work system, which incluc1es the dependant allowance. If Colonel 
Jacob's proposal works well it might be extended as far as desired during the 
hot months. Your matured proposals in regard to dependants will be awaited. 

4. As regards paragraph 7 of your circular, I am to say that the Lieu
tenant-Governor, as at present advised, is inclined to think that the large works 
should go on as at present all through May and part of June. That the people 
should be able to get back to their villages by the time that good rain falls 
.appears to be all that is wanted, and it should be sufficient to get the people 
back to their villages before the rains break, but only just before. It would be 
better not to pay them in cash, and it would be preferable to give them work in 
their villages at favourable rates, and (though this is not in consonance with 
your proposals) to restrict the work in each village to the people of that village. 
Sir Mackworth Young thinks this would be less demoralising than giving cash, 
but work might be given at, say, double the ordinary rate, so that plenty of 
time may be left for the people to work in the fields. Every endeavour should 
be made to measure such work correctly, but, at the same time, the rates allowed 
should be liberal. The Lieutenant-Governor is of opinion that p~yment for 
such work might be weekly or fortuightly, as convenient; and, if necessary, 
given in advance, though it is of importance that this should not be done if it 
-can be helped. 

5_ Copies of this correspondence will be supplied to all the Deputy 
Commissioners of your Division (except Simla). 

Enclosure in No. 94. 

Extract of a Note by Colonel S. L. Jacob, R.E., Chief EngIneer, Punjab, Public 
Works Department, Buildings and Rvads Branch, dated the 12th April, 
1900, on the Commissioner; Delhi's No. 126, dated the 22nd March, 1900. 

The Commissioner says the necessity for shade did not arisc in the famine 
of 18\i6-97. This is not quite correct. The Ghaggar Canals and Hansi 
Branch cuts off were in full swing in the hot weather, and shade was very 
much wanted. 

I am of opinion that no particular lowering of the task is requ!red, but 
what is wanted is leniency during dust-storms. Dust-sto~ms ~nge WIth great 
severity and frequency in May and June, and render anythmg hke a full task 
on those days impossible. The nearer Bikaner the worse they are. 

I should not, therefore, reduce the daily task, but I should give the normal 
wage whenever a dust-storm occurred of such strength or duration that a full 
t8sk could not be done, ~ A.!Wiuimum wage for n~ work. If It qust-storm 
n1ges the first half of the'day, the workers should be encouraged to come and 
work for the other half. W ehad to do this last famine, and the work was ,ery 
materially ;cduced in consequence. In and on the border of Bikaner .itmade a 
differenc.e of 40 per cent., but less elsewhere. I. w!?uld work thIS matter 
leniently, eVei) though there were some abuse of the leniency, for work in the 
coustant winds of May is most unpleasant and trying to health. 
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As to the latter part of paragraph 6 of Commissioner's note, I think it is 
important, and I am inclined to think that the local officers are not sufficiently 
careful about the weaker people. I should like to see more weak gangs than I 
have seen, and no doubt very high lifts such as will obtain in the hot weather 
are specially trying to all but the strong. 

No. 95. 

Letter fi'om the Honourable Mr. H. C. Fan:shawe,. Commiswner ana 
Superintendent, Dellii Division, to the Revenue and Financial Secretary tf) 
Government, Punjab, No. 235, dated the 18th April, 1900. 

In coutinuation of my letter No. 177 of 22nd March,1900, I have the 
honour to forward a copy of my letter No. 167 of this date and the original 
correspondence" referred to in it, a list of which is annexed, and to request that 
printed copies of the w.hole may be supplied to officers as requested in my letter 
No. 189 of 26th March, 1900.' . 

Enclosure in 110. 95. 

Circular from the Honourable Mr. H. C. Fanshawe, Commissioner anti 
Superintendent, Delhi Di1lision, to (1) the Deputy Commissioners-, Hissar, 
Rohtak, Gur.qaon, and Kamal; (2) the Executive Enginecrs, Provincial 
Di1lisions, Hissar, Rohtak, Delhi, and Umballa; (3) the Superintendinr. 
Engineer, Special Famine Circle-No. 167, dated Delhi, the 18th Apri , 
1900. 

All the replies to my circular No. 126 of the 22nd ultimo having now been 
received, I have the honour to issue the following orders on the subjects noticed 
therein. 

2. Drinking water QI·rangement:s.-The importance of this subject seems 
to· be well understood·. The number of wells, four, which the Superintending 
Engineer hasdirect;d shonld be made available may seem large, but it must b!< 
remembered thatwlth an outbreak of cholera one or two of these may at Imy 
moment go out of use for a time, and that we must not be left open to the risk 
of hastily improvised substitutes then. I do not understand why the order 
that workers coming from their own villages are to brin&: with them one smnll 
gharra of water per family is difficult to enforce, aud 1 observe that Captain 
Burlton says it is complied with in Rohtak. It is surely simple to arrange with 
the Lambardars of the village to see to this befiJre the workers start in the 
morning, and persistent refusal to comply with the order can always be met 
with refusal of admission to the work. Weare bound to save what cost of 
water arrangements we can in this way, but it must be clearly impressed on all 
subordinates that in no circumstances is the supply of drinking water to be 
nllmved to run short when the great heats set in, and additional carriage 
arrangements must be devised as necessary to meet any greatly increased 
demaud for water. 

3. lIuts.-I am afrnid the opinions offered do not help very much. So 
f'\I' as' cowdung is needed for lee ping the huts, I can hardly believe that this 
ca.nnot be arranged for if application is made to the Tahsildar of the tahsil, and 
probably the workers from villnges would bring baskets of fresh cowdung for 
payment. So mi' as I observed in the villages the making of oplas and thp. 
storing of them iu botoras was proceeding in nearly aU places in spite of the 

• Not printed. 
IPlI 
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losses of cattle. With reference to Mr. Humphrey's objection that huts dug oot 
are liable to be flooded even with light rain, and that such huts are Dot perhaps 
healthy in any case in very hot weathe~ (they were made primarily in this form 
~s protection from the cold), it must be very easy to change the huts to one 
ilitle or other of the hole and fill that up again, at the same time making low 
bank walls outside the huts as suggested by Mr. Humphreys, and if necessary 
this can be done on a working day. If there is no shade round about, and I am 
afytid this is the case with many of. the works, the. huts,' or else specially 
improvised shelter, must provide sufficient shelter from the direct rays of the 
1>Ull ; and officers will be responsible for this, and must spend on this object 
sllch sums as may be rell.lly necessary. The securing of huts against dnst-storms 
must also be specially seen to. 

4~ Shade.-The general opinion· is 'that the people cornin" on to the 
works from the villages should be allowed to commence work when "'they like in 
the night and morning, and this will certainly be the best plan. In that case 
they will require little shade, if any, but whatever is necessary for them, or for 
poople in the camp whose huts do not afford sufficient shade, must be provided. 
The Chief Engineer, whose letter was circulated with my letter No. lii1 of .the 
nh April, is in favour of trees supplemented with bits of thatch, or of thatch 
1ilhelters on poles with no sides, and the Superintendi~g Engineer proposes 
frames of bamboo matting 8 by 4, and Mr. Orr thinks that shelters against the 
sides of the excavation pits will be best. Each officer, snbject to the orders of 
his executive engineer, can try his own system, but it must be understood that 
adequate shelter from the sun's rays must be provided ftll" all who remain on 
the work or in camp during the full heat of the day. 

5. Hours of work.-There is a general consensus of opinion that the 
people should be allowed to work as they like, and I think there can he no 
doubt that this view is sound. The people from the villages will no doubt 
come on the works very early, and on moonlight nights will probably work all 
night, and the people in camp can be allowed to do the same or to divide their 
work into two portions in the morning and evening. It is obvious, however, 
that this necessary relaxation of work hours will have a considerable effect 
upon our present organization and may have such an effect upon the Qutturn of 
work, and it will be necessary to issue very careful orders to all Naib Tahsildars 
in this connection. I shall be glad to see the general orders which executive 
engineers may pass on the subject for the guidance of all subordinates. 

All officials must, of course, be on the work before sunrise (this will be, 
of course, the most comfortable arrangement for them as for the workers), and 
all work of returns, estimates, &c., can be done in shelter during the heat of 
the day. Naib Tahsildars and all members of our establishment will need a 
good deal of working up with reference to these new arrangements, and I trust 
they will receive it. If desired by executive engineers, I am sure Deputy 
Commissioners will be glad to place at their disposal for a few days on each 
work the services of Tabsildars or Extra Assistant Commissioners or Assistant 
Commissioners to help to introduce these changes with as little dislocation of 
systelJl. and organization as possible. This change meanil, of course, that the 
wurkers must keep their tools and baskets themselves, so that they can get at 
them for work at any time, and with responsibility for this Government 
property duly impressed on mates and muharrirs I do not see that there need 
be much risk in this plan. 

6. Dependants.-As regards leaving children in the villages, opinions are 
a good deal divided, but the general conclusion js perhaps that it would be 
tlUflicient for them to be present on the two pay days, and this plan should be 
tried for the present. The piece-work system would, of course, do away with 
this altogether, but the Deputy Commissioner of Rohtak is disposed to think 
that the children of the menials are beginning to suffer under this system, and that 
some of them must be fed at small kitchens. If, however, the parents come on 
to the work .at night, this will hardly be possible, and we shall probably have 
to fnll back upon requiring the Lambardars to see to the proper feeding of these 
children in the villages. It is not likely, I think, that the people will want to 
bring children on to the works with them when working at night, but if they 
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do, they need not be prevented. Children can probably come on to the works 
pretty easily on pay days soon after sunrise, and 'arrangements could be made 
by Tahsildars in the villages to send them to the work under care of the 
chllukidars and one or two others, but any very old and feeble or lame 
dependants need not come to the work at all, and can be paid through the 
Lambardars, one of whom should come on the work each pay day and take 
back and disburse in' the village the allowance due to such persons. Arrange
ments should be made for a single roll-call of dependants residing in camps 
when the people and officials leave the work at 10-11 o'clock. After a few 
days' regulation and experience no special trouble need, I think, be caused by 
this. , 

7. Task.-As regards the task, Colonel Jacob, Mr.,Campion, Mr.'Orr and 
Mr. McGregor do not consider any reduction necessary at present, while 
Captain Burlton and Mr. MacDonald and the Civil Surgeon of Gurgaon think a 
reduction of even 20 per cent. is too small. All agree with me that there is no 
doubt that we must watch the eft'ect of the task very carefully as the. heat 
increases and must be prepared to reduce it if necessary, but in view of Colonel 
Jacob's experience in 1897, there does not seem to be sufficieut reason to 
reduce it at present, and I agree now with Mr. Campion that II. reduction of 20, 
per Cf\nt. would not be called for iu the first instant at least, and that the 
reduction of one working honr would suffice. The matter rests primarily with 
Deputy Commissioners and Executive Engineers, and these officers must please 
keep a very careful eye on it, and report for sanction of reduction of the task 
when this is considered really necessary, reducing the task in anticipation of 
sanction if really satisfied that this is called for. The Civil Surgeon should be 
req uested to issue instructions to all inspecting and local medical subordinates 
to pay very careful attention to this. 

8. The Superintending Engineer has suggested that an enhancement of 
the wage may be needed again during the severe heat. I should be very averse 
to adopting this plan, and it could only be supported on the. ground ot clear 
proof of general falling off in the condition of the people on the relief works. 
Their condition must be carefully watched as the great heat comes on, but the 
last remedy I consider to be applied is that above suggested. 

9. Colouel Jacob's proposal regarding the interference with work by 
dust· storms should be adopted, viz., that the full n,ormal wage should be given 
when a dust-storm prevents the full task being done, and the minimum wage if 
it prevents any work being done at all. 

IO. Mr. Campion draws attention to the possible necessity of providing 
some ,armed night watchman at camps in neighbourhoods where wild animals 
may be at night. Naib Tahsildars should find no difficulty in arr<tnging at 
once for these through the Tahsildar of the tahsil. 

11. I hope that n printed copy of the correspondence in this case will be 
shortly in the hands of all officers. " . 

No'. 96. 
Letter from A. II. Diack, Esq., Revenue and Financial Secretary to GOl,ernment, 

Punjab, to the Secreta"l to the GO!1ernment of [ndia, Rel'enue and Agri
cultural Department, }l.o. 919, dated Simla, the 25th Jltlle, 1900. 

I am directed to submit, for the information of the Government of India, a 
COl'Y of the correspondence noted in 1. From Commissioner, Delhi, to Punjab . 

Government, No. 277, dated the 22nd May, the margin regarding the arrange-
1900, and enclosures. ments to be made· for dependants oil 

2 .. From P~njab Government to Com- r~lief works during the remaining 
miSSIOn, Delhi, No. 899, dated the 20th June, weeks of relief and the measures to be 
l~OO ' . . adopted to remove people from the 
.relief works to their homes when the rains set in. 
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Enclosure 1 in No. 96. 

Letter from the Honourable Mr. H. C. Fanshawe, Commissioner and Superin-
, tendent, Delhi .Division, to the Re1.'enue and Financial Secretary to 

Government, Punjab, No. 277, dated Delhi, the 22nd )fay, 1900. 

I have the honour to address Government upon the two questions noted 
below, which are dealt with in paragraphs 3 and 4 of your letter No. 628 of 
26th April, viz. :-

(1) The arrangements to be made for dependants on relief works during 
the remaining weeks of relief; 

(2) The measures to be adopted to remove people from the relief works 
to their homes when the rains fairly set in. , 

2. My circular No. 167 of 18th April, forwarded to Go\"ernment under 
Deputy Commissioner, Roh- cover of my letter No. 235 of the same date, 

tak, No. 184 G., of 10th May, had been issued before the receipt of your letter 
1900; in question, and on receipt of it I issued my 

Deputy CommiBBioner, His- No. 195 of 5th May, copy of which is enclosed, 
sar, No. 652G.F., of 11th May, with copy of the answers to it noted on the 
1900, paragraphs 6 and 7. margin. 

3. These answers are not complete, but I have discussed the subject on 
the spot with the local officers in Gurgaon, Hissa!', Rohtak, and Kamal, and I 
have come to the conclusion that the importance of the question is realised by 
all Civil and Public Works Officers, and that the question of arranging for 
dependants during the hot months may now be safely left in their hands. The 
old people among the dependants will be swept on to the gratuitous relief lists 
as far as possible-the dependants in camp are easily arranged for-and so far 
officers find that' they can carryon the system hitherto pursued in each case 
without difficulty, e',g., on the Kamal works the children come regularly to 
meals at the kitchens twice a day still, and in Hissar they are brought dally to 
the roll call. I t appears that while men and some of the women come on to 
the work early in the night and do the digging, the mass of the carders do not 
come till daylight, and that. the children can and do come with them. As ahove 
.said, therefore, I would now leave the matter in the hands of the local officel'~. 

4. As regards the,removal of workers from the relief works when good 
rains set in, it will be seen that all officers share the opinion of the Honourable 
the Lieutenant-Governor that we should continue the system of large relief 
works till then, and believe that the great majority of the people will then 
leave the works of their own accord, and will manage somehow to carryon in 
their villages until the autUmn crop ripens. Mr. Humphreys, who has written 
a careful letter on the subject, thinks that i of the t who will go off at once, or, 
say, one-half of the whole, will be able to support themselves in some way or 
another, and that one half will have to be provided for later. I confess that 
when I proposed starting village relief works for these people in paragraph 8 of 
my letter No. 126 of 22nd March, and in paragraph 9 of my No. 130 of 26th 
idem, I overlooked the fact that the village tanks will probably be full of rain 
water from 15th July on, and that relief work can hardly be started on them. 
'I do not know how this difficulty was met in Hissar in 1897, but I 
observe from paragraph 41 of Major Dunlop-Smith's report that whereas 247 
village relief works were in progress just before the rains, only 100 ,were in 
progress at the end of July, and that the numbers on relief works, which were 
67,500 on 3rd July, were 21,500 on 31st July, and fell under 10.000 after 
second week in August. We cannot, I think, expect so rapid a desertion of 
works by any natural process in the present year, as the circumstances of the 
people are very much worse than they were in 1897, and much larger numbers 
will certainly cling to' the works if we allow this till September, or even October. 
Therefore it is that I proposed to remove these persons and to pay thf!m a small 
BUm in their villages calculated to support them for two months, or for so much 
of the two months as may be necessary. (An allowance for two weeks could be 
given to the family on .. -ltm'iftg-tbe--works;" and-the subsequent fortnightly 



PUNJAB. 297 

nllowances would be paid by the Circle InspeCtor under the special order in each 
case of a Tahsildar or Naib Tahsildar or higher official). His Honour is disposed 
to consider that this might prove a <J.emoralising process, and there is a risk of 
demoralisation resulting from nearly every form of relief. The object in the 
present case is to get the people back to field work, and that work wiII certainly 
be as hard as any we can exact from them on relief works. Captain Burlton 
"ould start village relief works j Mr. Humphreys is opposed to these. 
Pllrsonally I have no belief in such works, or in the possibility of effective 
management of them. The whole facts of the case are now before Government, 
and I shall be glad to receive early orders as to what policy is to be adopted. 
Personally I would still close all our large tanks at the end of July, and send 
off to their homes with a monthly allowance of Rs. 5 (Rs. 4 would be too low 
I now think. Rs. 5 represents 2 annas 8 pies per diem for a family of 4-5), to 
be pnid fortnightly, all who still wished to remain on them. The alternatives to 
this are either to keep a certain number of the lnr~e works open, concentrating the 
remnant of workers on them, which would be the better though more expensive 
plan of the two, I consider, or to start village relief works. For the sake of 
supervision I think these mnst be confined to one for every group of 4-5 
villages.· The people need not, I think, be moved buck to their. villages until 
the rains actunlly brook. In most cases they are nt n distance of only one day's 
journey from them, and so can reach them almost immediately. As a matter of 
fact, the half of the people who will be able to manage without assistance from 
15th July-15th September will slip off gradually during the 10 days before 
the monsoon comes. 

5. The cost of maintaining people in their villages for two months would 
be roughly as follows :-. 

I ViUage. I NOB. of Families. Cost at Re. 10 for 
I two months. 

I-

I RB. 
i Hissa.r ..• ... ... .. . 10,000 1,00,000 

I Rohtak ••• ... ... . .. 4,000 40,000 

I Gurgaon ... . .. ... 1,500 15,000 
, 
, Karnal ... .. , ... ... 1,500 15,000 

,Total ... ... .. . 1,70,000 

I 
. 

I hnve been informed by the Provincial Famine Charitable Relief Fund 
Committee that they will be able to place Rs. 2,00,000 at my disposal for 
expenditure under head IV. of the objects of the fund, and I think myself that 
this money might be best spent. in restoring by an early date to their homes 
landowners and cultivators who otherwise will, not ,be able to return there till 
later. If it is not considered desirable to spend money an the above object, or if 
Government consider it necessary to require work from these people, then the 
two lllkhs in question will be nvailnble for advances for' the purchase of oxen 
and seed, regnrding 'which I have addressed you in my letter No. 278 of this 
dnte. 

Annexnre r. 
• LeU",· from till) HonO!trabltJ Mr. H. O. Fanshawe, Omn",i •. ,ionar and Sup8rintellllenl, 

Del"; Dil'i~on, to the Deputy Oommissioners, Guruaon. H is.,ar, Roltta". and Karllul. 
Oircular No. 195. dated DBIIli, tile 5th Jlay, 1900. 

In contlnlll\tion of my oircnlar letter No. 167 of 18th ultimo. I have the hononr 
to invite yonr attention to paragraphs 3 and 4 of the letter from the Secretary to 
Government, Revenue Department, N o. 62~ of 26th idem, regarding certain measnres to be 
a,iopted for the manugement of relief works dnring the Bummer mouth •. 
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2. As regards dependants, it will be seen that the Honourable the Lieutenant-Governor 
is in favour of the plan proposed. by Colonel Jacob on the Kalu was tank in the Hissar 
District (copy enclosed). That plan might no doubt be the Simplest, but it means a change 
of system, which is harlily desirable at the present advanced stage of reiief works, though 
I am entirely in favour of the principle embodied in it, and as I noted in my letter of the 
18th ultimo, Captain Burlton has found it necessary to change the plan as regards the 
children of menials on certain of the Rohtak relief works. The Executive Engineer of 
Hissar believes that there will be no practical difficulty in the children dependants 
coming on the works daily with their parents, even in the hottest weather, and that it 
is not safe to allow them to come only on pay days. So long as the parents do not 
object to bringing the children dependants daily from the villages~hildr~n at the 
"breast would presumably have to come in any case-there is no strong reason perhaps 
why they should not come. The whole bearings of the question are not perhaps very 
clear yet, and I shall be glad of a further expression of your opinion and of that of the 
Executive Engineer on it about 15th May, when we shall have had two weeks' experience 
of this hot weather. 

3. As regards the question treated in paragraph 4 of the letter of the Punjab 
Government, I shall be glad of a full expression of your views by an early dats. The 
Honourable the Lieutenant-Governor is in favour of my proposal of keeping tile people on 
the large relief works as long as pOSSible, but would transfer them to their homes before 
the ralns break, but with so capricious a rainfall as that of this division, I doubt if we can 
safely transfer the 'People from the works, or can give them advances for ploughing, until 
the rains have fairly set in in each indiviuual tahsil. His Honour also considers that we 

-",hould then start village relief works in each village, and should require the village people 
to maintain themselves by working on these at double rates of wage. This would involve 
a very lou'ge number of works, and I doubt if we could possibly exercise any proper 
supervision over them, at least at any reasonable cost. Your reply to this portion of the 
present letter should be sent s~parately as an answer to my No. 130 of 26th March, which 
should now be furnished as soon as possible. 

Annexure II. 

Note by Colonel S. L. Jacob, R.E., ahi~f Engineer, Public W07"ks DepaI·tmeni, on the 
Kaluwas Tank Famine W""k, dated the 7th April, 1900. 

Piece-work is just started. The idea is that it is necessary to have a wage which 
includes allowance for dependants to prevent the necessity of bringing children from 
Bhiwani in the hot weather. The idea is doubtless commendable, but the way of working 
it is very defective. I have not seen a sat.isfactory solution of the piece-work system 
except where the family party system is followed. Where this is the case, the net 
earnings are handed over to the head of the party and nothing more is needed. This 
works fairly well at the Jhelum Canal and Delhi-Agra Railway (both unlimited piece
work). It is not proposed to follow this here. What has been actually done is as 
follows:- . • . 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

A rate has been determined omitting the Sunday wage, but otherwise pro
fessedly following orders of Chief Engineer, including an allo"ance for 
dependants. 

A normal task for the gang has been marked out and also an additional 20 per 
cent. to this. 

The actual work done is workecl out in money at the rate prescribed. 

This money is apprOximately divided into equal amounts for each

Digger. 
Carrier. 
Working child. 

The mistakes or defects are the following :-

1st. The l"l\te was not rightly calculated, for the reduced lead was too short. Sub
Divisional Officer does not see that the lift is necessarily the height to which 
the basket must be lifted between the place of filling until it reaches 
destination (I have found gross mistakes in this matter elsewhere). The lead 
too as taken by him was somewhat short, hence the rate was too low. 

2nd. The (4th) method above d~scribecf was badly done. Let us take somi' 
examples :-

The grain rate is 12 seers 10 ohataks per rupee. The normal wage of-

Digger is 
Carrillr 
Working child 

, .. 
without any allowance for dependants. 

6 pice. 
4 .. 
3 .. 



Gang No.5-Had a task of 
Work done 
Each digger was paid 
Carrier was paid ... 
Working child was paid 
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630 
630 

6 
5 
2 
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Here only the carrier had any advantage from supposed allowance for dependants, 
and working children were cut for nothing. Rs. 4-6-6 was the value of work; 
RH. 4-6-0 payment; Rs. 0-0-6 saved. 

Gang No. "'-Task 480, work 480. 
Each digger got ... 
Carrier got 
Working child 

Value of work 
Payment ... 

Saved 

,'" 
RB. 

3 
3 

0 

7 
4 
3 

a. p. 
5 9 
5 3 

0 6 

Here the diggers got extra, not carriers. It is plain that the' working is very 
unequal in its incidence, and mistakes are easily made. 

A much simpler system is possible and shonld be followed. 

The normal wage without allowances is 6, 4, 3 respectively. A:dd 20 per cent. for 
dependants and we ha ... e the following :-

7 '2, 4'8, 3'6. 

Take for a new normal wage 7, 5, 3 (it might be said that 3'6 should be taken as 4, but 
I take it as 3 because the 3 is in itself 80mewhat high for 8 chataks value). 

Now proceeil as follows :-
(1) Mark out normal ~nd 20 per cent. extra task as before. 
(2) Suppose the normal work is done, do not use a rate at all but pay 7, 5, 3 a. 

above. Suppose 20 per cent. extra is done, then instead of 7, 5, 3, the wage 
would be 8'4, 6, 3'6. 

In this case pay 8, 6, 4 respectively. 
(3) Short work should be prevented, but if short work does occnr within 20 per 

cent. of normal task, then 6, 4, 3 rnay be given; if less than this, then 3, 3, 2, 
but habitual short work should, if the gangs are in health, be met with 
turning off the work. If, however, short work is cansed by bad dust-storrna 
and II fair task has been done, then the normal of 7, 5, 3 may still be given •• 

(4) The payments are for three days. Short work, if any, on first two days should 
be made up on the other day. 

(5) If any extra work short of the 20 per cent. is done, the balance to get extra 
for one day in three may be made up on the other days. 

Thus suppose 10 per cent. over normal is done on the first day and the same on second 
day, then the wage for--

First day will be 7, 5, 3, 
Second day will ba 8, 6, 4, 

bnt this can only apply to the three days for which payment is made at one time. 
Now for the camp people who get Sunday allowance. Normal, withont allowance, 

is 6, 4, 3 : !ldd one-eighth and we have 6'75,4'5,3'375; add 20 per cent. for dependants and 
we have 8'25, 5'4, 4'05, or by approximation 8, 5, 4, the carrier getting as before here; 110 

8, 6, 4 may be given. 
For 20 per cent. more pay 10, 7, 5, 
For 20 per cent. leas 6, 4, 3, 
Le.s than this 5, 3, 2. 

habitual short work as before to be 'met by tuming off. 

Annexure III. 

L.ttw from Oaptain P. S. M. Burlton, Deputy Oommissioner, Rohlak, to t"_ Oommissioner 
. . and SuperintB1liknt, Dell.i Division, No. 184 G., dated the lOt" May, 1900. 

I HAVill the honour to acknowledge receipt of your office Circular No. 195, dated 
5th May, 1900, and with refereuce to paragraph 3 submit the following. 

10566 I Q 
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2. T~e Departn;'ent Public. Works. Relief ~orks. with the exception of Pir 
Baha-ud·dm Tank. wIll last us until the rams break, '.e., right up to the end of June and 
as the proportion of people r."siding on th~ works is su~h a small one, no steps are nece~ 
to get the people back to theIr homes. PIr Baha-ud·dm willla.t till the first week in June 
a.nd. eveu longer, if I a~ given permiBBion to start a .. ~llag"e work'" within the Municipai 
11l:lllts of Rohtak, to whIch t~e Ro":tak workers on P,r Baha-ud-din (over 1,0(0) may be 

. WIthdrawn. As soon as sufficIent ram has fallen everywhere all the agriculturists will leave 
the ~orks. or rather will not le~ve their villages for the works, and the question then 
remams whether we are to start VIllage works or pay them in cash sufficient to keep them 
going till the harvest is reaped. I have already in this office lettsr No. 138G dated 
12th ultimo, in reply to your Circular No. 130 of 26th March,1900 expressed my ~pinion 
that cash should not be given. There must be large numbers who will not be able to 
participate in the agricultural operations which will take place as Soon as good rain has 
fal!en. and w~rk mus~ be found for the~ 80m~where or other. The starting of village 
rehef works WIll do thIS, and at the .same tIme gIve the 'necessary relief to the zamindars 
who will be able for the most part to carryon their agricultural operations and villag~ 
works together. . 

There is. however, one aspect of the case, which His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor 
has apparently overlooked. This is. how are we to dig village tanks when they are mostly 
full of water from the rains. 

It is quite impossihle to start village works in each village. and to restrict the work in 
each village to the people of that village. The number of works would be enormous, and 
supervision of any sort would be impossible even if the present staff were qnadrupled. 
If the objection as to the tanks filling up with water can be got over I would ad vocate 
selecti(.lUs of certain villages for village works and the allotment of cen.:in other villages to 
each VIllage work. The plll'cha system should be employed; all should work who require 
relief, any honourable exceptions being given cash help when absolutely necessary: 

That is, I would advocate both systems being tried, and preference being given to 
village works where feasible, and the extension of each system would depend on conditions 
which it is impossible to forsee or foretell at th~ present moment. ' 

Annexure IV. 

E.rtract qf LeUer. No. 659 G. F., dated the 11th May, 1900, from R. Humphreys, Esquire, 
Deputy Commissi07llJr, Hissar, to the Commissioner and Superintendent, Delhi 
Division. 

As regards what arrangements it will be necessary to make to get the people back 
from the works to their villages opinions are rather more divided. Last famine village 
;works were largely resorted to in the later stage of the famine, and when the rains broke. 
the r~tes of wages on the large works were lowered to induce the people to go to their 
villages. 

It is not proposed to start any village works if poBBible this time. 

In my No. F., dated 8th April, 1900, in reply to your Circular No. 126, I suggested 
that at the beginning of June a certain number of village work. should be started for the 
lleople on works who belong to villages more than. 20 miles from a large work. 
Subsequent enquiry shows that 'except in Sirsa there are no such works, and that in that 
tahsil it does not appear to be necessary to make any special arrangements for them, as in 
every case they can reach their homes in two days from where they are now employed. 
The intention, therefore, 'is that relief workers should remain on our large works nntil the 
rains have set in well and that they sho,uld then go to their villages and plough. 

To carry out this policy we are confronted with two qnestions which must be 
allswered ;-

(i) How are the people to be made to leave the works ? 
(ii) How are they to live !lntil they get up some crops? 

When the rains break probably four-fifths of the people will go off to their villages of 
their own accord, and probably two-thirds of them would be able to manage, in ways best 
known to themselves, unt.il the crops come up. In this connection I leave out of 
consideration entirely advances for seed and bullocks, as they will be rigorously calculated 
so as to be only sufficient for the purpose for which they are given.' The remaining fifth 
therefore must be got back to their village., and the third kept alive for, roughly, two 
months. As the fifth will most certainly be included in the third, it seems out of the 
questiOll to force it off the works by reducing the wages. It must consequently either 
be done by providing them with work in their villages or by relieving them gratuitously. 
As I have above explained. it is practically certain that a certain number of people would 

.Ieave the works of their own accord, who if the works were kept open indefinitely, would 
he ine~it"hly driven back to them again after 0. fortnight or three weeks. 'We must 
arrange. if possible, to get hold of these people before they go off in the first instance. 
I should consequently advocate that say a week after the second good fall of min has come 
the works should be definitely clo.Ad and the people sent back to their villages. 
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We thus come to our second question, work· in their villages versus gratuitous 
relief. Now in this question we need only legislate for good average rains, for if the 
rains fail u~ again there will be no closing of re)ief works. 

As the only work practicable in villages is tank digging, and as we are counting on 
average rains having commenced a week before this remnant from our works arrive in 
their villages, it is only natmal to assume that the village tanks will be full of water
and will not be available for work. 

Accordingly we are forced back on the met-hod of giving the people on the works 
when they are closed an allowance per family sufficient for a month with the promise of a 
lecond instalment for .. second month if required afterwards. There is, of course, the 
objection of demoralisation to be raised to this, but I do not know what otheraHernative we 
can adopt, and it seems to rue that perhaps, considering our general famine administration, 
in which such .. large number of people are regularly gratuitously relieved, the extra 
demoralisation of this method would not b. so great after all .. 

Sums expended on this purpose would, in my opinion, come properly within the
Icope of the charitable reli~f funds. It i. rather ditficult to make any reliable estimate of 
what amount would be required for this purpose, but I think it would not be far wrong 
to say that if the works are closod as above explained, there would probahly be about 
50,000 people ou them then, including dependants, i.e., 10,000 familes of an average of five 
to a family. If we take Rs. 4 per mensem as the sum necessary to keep this average family 
going we get Rs. 80,000 for the two months, which does not seem to be excessive. 

Enclosure 2 in No. 96. 

Letter from A. H. Diaclr, Esq., Re!.enue and Fillancial Secretary to GtJvernment, 
Punjab, to the Commissioner and Superintendent, Delhi Division, No. 899, 
dated Simla, the 20Th June, 1900. 

I AM directed to acknowledge receipt of your letter (No. 277) dated 22nd 
May, 1900, and to say, with reference to the treatment during the hot weather· 
of the dependants of relief workers, which is the first of the two subjects therein 
discussed, that the Houourable the Lieutenaut·Governor agrees with you that 
the matter may now. be safely left in the hands of District Officers. 

2. The second subject dealt with in your letter is that of the measures of 
relief necessary in the later part of the summer and in the rajns. It is· now 
universally agreed that famine relief on public works should be continued until 
good rains set in, Thereafter, you propose, about the end of July, to close all 
large works and to seud off to their homes, with a monthly allowance of Rs. 5 
per family, all those who still cling to the works, and who will be thereby shown,. 
in your opinion, to be unable to hold out on their own resources till the reaping 
of the kbarif harvest. With reference to His Honour's apprehension that this 
might prove a demoralising process, it is true no doubt, os you say, that there is 
a risk of demoralization resulting from nearly every form of relief. But it seems 
to His Honour that there is another objection to the proposed system. You 
propose, His Honour understands, to wait until the people have in most cases left 
the works, and then in regard to -those wbo remain and are not willing to leave 
them, to make this unwillingness the criterion of their receiving not only a. 
viaticum bnt a maintenance allowance for two months. 

a. Let it be considered how such 11 ~ystem will work in praCtice. In the 
first place if the people know beforehand what is going to be done, the prospect 
of such an allowance will act as an inducement to keep them on the works to 
the detriment of agricultural operations. If the secret is kept (which will, Hie 
Honour thinks, be difficult) then those who have gone off the works first will, as 
soon as they find others coming off with a maintenance provision, feel that the:, 
have been unequally treated. On the other hand, it is undoubtedly of great 
importance to enable all people now on relief works to turn to cultivation as 
soon 'as possible after the rains set in, and if, therefore, it is found two or three 
weeks after that date that the numbers on'the works are such as you anticipate, 
His Honour will not object to your removing them from the works and providing 

-them. with a sufficient sum to support each tamily for a fortnight. The 
Lieutenant·Governor understands it to be your intention to arrange that during 
that fortnight careful enquiry should be made to 'ascertain whether the people 

10666 2 Q 2 
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who have received these allowances are engaged on agricultural work, or can 
manage to support themselves till the kharif harvest ripens. In cases where the 
results of this enquiry are not satisfactory a small additional allowance would 
be made. I am to say that, subject to what is said below on the subject of 
village works, Sir Mackworth Young agrees to these .proposals. 

4. The Lieutenant·Governor observes that while Mr. Humphreys is in 
favour of the system advocated by you, Captain Burlton is strongly of opinion 
that cash gratuities should not be given to the people who have been on relief 
works. It appears to His Honour that this dllference of opinion may be due to 
different local conditions, demoralization not having in Rohtak reached the stage 
it bas in Hissar. Whatever conclusion may be come to in regard to Bissar, 
Captain Burlton's proposal is approved as regards Rohtak that some large works 
should be kept open even after the rains have set in, and that village works 
should be opened as well. 

5. And, although precise instructions would be out of place before the 
situation has further developed, Sir Mackworth Young thinks that the same 
system should, as far as possible, be followed in Hissar. Some large works 
should be kept open (unless the rain makes this impossible) in order to meet 
emergencies, such as a long break in the rains or even a failure of the monsoon. 
And the futility of starting village works does not appear to His Honour to be 
fully established. You mention in your letter under reply that village tank 
work went on in Hissar in 1897 even after the commencement of the rains, and 
so there would appear to be no insuperable obstacle to such work being under
taken in the present year. Existing village tanks may be extended, even if full 
of water, by means of excavations made close to them; or new tanks may be 
dug. And the Punjab Famine Code prescribes (Correction Slip, No 15, to 
Section 106, based on the recommendations of the last Famine Commission) 
that village tanks may usefully be brought into requisition in order to keep the 
people at their homes when the time for the preparation of the land for the 
harvest comes. The Lieutenant-Governor, therefore, is pleased to direct that in 
Hissar, as well as in other districts, village works should be started, and should 
be conducted in accordance with the principles laid down in paragraph 4 of my 
letter No. 628, dated 26th April, 1900, except in places where it is absolutely 
impossible to provide them. 

6. In the concluding paragraph of your letter under reply you suggest 
that the allotment placed at your disposal by the Executive Committee of the 
Charitable Fund might be devoted to restoring, by an early date, to their homes, 
land·owners Rnd cultivators who otherwise would not be able to return there till 
later, i.e., to the carrying into effect of the system which, in the previous part of 
your letter, you have recommended to Government. In regard to this I am to 
say that as Bis Honour has now decided that it is for Government to undertake 
this obligation, the system referred to in paragraph 3 of this letter should be 
wOl·ked wholly at Government expense. 

No. 97. 
Letter from T.· W. Holderness, Esq., (,'.S.l. Secretary to the Government 0/ 

. India Department of Revenue and Agriculture, to the Revenue and 
Fina~cial Secretary to the Government of the Punjab, JVo. 1378-F., dated 
Simla, the 4th July, 1900. 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 919, dated 
25th June 1900, with which you forward a copy of correspondence regarding 
the measures to be adopted to remove people from relief works to their homes 
when the rains set in. 

2. The Government of India understand that the district officers are to 
be authorized to place on gratuitous relief for a limited time such able-bodied 
labourers and their dependants as still remain on the large relief works after 
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th~ rains have set in, with the object of enabling them to return to their 
villages. At the same time some large works are to be kept open and village 
works also started. It is assumed that arrangements will be made to secure 
that per.ons thus gratuitously relieved will not ~e allowed to receive p~y for 
work on village works, or on any large work whICh may be kept open ill the 
vicinity of their homes. 

S. Subject to this caution the Government of India have no objection in 
the circumstances to the measure in question. I am, however, to suggest that, 
in view of the hesitation felt by His Honour the Lieutenant·Governor to this 
extension of gratnitous relief, it may be found less demoralising to give the 
desired aid in the form of advances for snbsistence under the Agriculturists' 
Loans Act. The rules on which these advances are given provide for this, and 
in Bombay takavi grants to the ryots are now being made with the object not 
only of enabling them to' prepare and sow their fields, but also to support 
themselves and their farm labourers until the first crop ripens. It will no doubt 
be neceeeary to write off eventually a considerable portion of the loans, but 
their immediate effect as compared with gifts is probably less open to objection 
on the score of demoralisation. 

ADVANCES FOR AGRICULTURISTS. 

No. 98. 

Letter from A. H. Diac!." Esquire, Revenue and Financial Secretary to 
Government, Punjab, to the Secretary to the Government of India, 
Revenue and Agricultural Department, No. 552, dated Lahore, the 10th 
April,1900. 

I .AM directed by the Honourable the Lieutenant·Governor to address you 
on the subject of the budget allotment made to the Punjab by the Government 
of India for the year 1900-01 for advances under the Land Improvement and 
'Agriculturists' Loans Acts, in Resolution No. 1361 A·., dateq 16th March, 
1900, in the Finance and COUlmerce Department. 

, 2. The allotment amounts to Rs. 13,82,000 only as compared "Ilith a 
budget estimate of Rs. 19,00,000, and while it is stated that if in Bombay, the 
Central Provinces, and Madras, further advances are found to be absolutely 
necessary for relief of distress, applications for additional allotments may be 
made during the course of the year, no such permission is given in respect of 
the Punjab. 

3. I am to say th~t when the budget estimate for the current year was 
fi'amed, it was not possible for the Punjab Government or the Financial Com. 
missioner to gauge the full extent to which famine conditions would develope, 
and the estimate of requirement3 on account of advances to agriculturists was 
(lonsequently an imperfect one. It was not till near the end of the financial 
year that the Commissioner of the Delhi Division found himself in a position 
to be able to calculate the needs of his Division with any exactness, and his 

letter No. 145, dated 9th March, 1900,· of which 
• Paragraph 9. a copy is herewith forwarded for the information 

of the Government of India, was received too late 
for the Lieutenant·Governor to take action upon it before the estimates for the 
(lurrent financial year had been dealt with by the Government of India. But 
I 11m to say, the letter in His Honour's opinion, clearly establishes the necessity 
for a very much larger amount being distributed in advances to a!!Ticulturists 
than that originally contemplated, which included only five lakhs gf rupees on 

, • The allotment to the Punjab for advances under the Land Improvement an<t 
Agriculturists' Loans, Acts was Re. 13,82,000. 
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account of the Delhi Division, instead of the 14 lakhs now thought necessary 
by the Commissioner. The allotment to the Punjab for this purpose, far from 
being reduced below the budget estimate should, His Honour thinks, be in 
excess of it, if the Government of India are in a position to provide the 
money. 

4. The reduction of the allotment to the Punjab below the amount of 
the budget estimate is explained in paragraph 5 of the Government of India 
Resolution above quoted to be due to the fact that when the estimate was 
framed it was not expected that there would be a Charitable Famine Fund, 
whereas such a fund has since come into existence. In regard to this, I am to 
say that advances to agriculturists are beyond the scope of that fund. One of 
the objects to which it has been recognised that the fund should be devoted is 
certainly the restitution of the destitute, but in connection with a reference to 
the Central Committee from the Executive Committee of the Fund in this 
Province on the subject of loans for the purchase of fodder for well cattle, the 
former body have unanimously decided that the practice of granting loans 
should not be adopted, and that all relief should take the form of free gifts. 
Now, while there are certain classes who may, when destitute, suitably receive 
free gifts of cash to help to restore them to their original position, Sir 
Mackworth Young is of opinion that the class to whom advances may be made 
under the Agriculturists' I,oans Acts is not one of those, and the effect of 
relieving its members by means of free gifts instead of by the grant of 
loans would be demoralising and politically bad. The existence of the 
'Charitable Fund therefore is no reason for diminishing the amount to be lent 
to agriculturists, nor does it relieve Government of its responsibilitits towards 
that class. 

5. The Lieutenant-Governor fully understands,that the Government of 
India, as stated in paragraph 4 of its Resolution quoted above: cannot at 
present allot more than Rs. 13,82,000 for the needs of the Punjab. But for 
the reasons which have been given above, viz., that those needs were not fully 
represented in time, and that the Charitable Fund cannot help the Province to 
the extent anticipated by the Government of India, His Honour hopes that if 
the Government of India hereafter finds itself in a position to augment the 
allotments which have been made, the case of the Punjab may receive full 
consideration. 

Enclosure in No. 98. 

Letter from the Honourable l!fr. H. C.Fanshawe, Commissioner and Superin
teiulent, lJelhi Divi.sion, to the Revenue and Financial Secretary t{l' 

Government, Punjab, .No. 145, dated the 9th March, 1900. 

I HAVE the honour to submit herewith an estimate of the probable expen
diture upon famine relief in the Delhi Division during the year 1900-01. 

2. I assume that we shall receive such summer rains as will enable a fair
harvest to be sown. I am unable to form any idea of what the distress would 
be or what its successful relief would cost should such an awful calamity as yet 
another failure of the summer rains take place in the Hissar District. 

UMBALLA. 

3. My estimate ~ubmitted to Government under cover of my letter, No. 
50 C. of 18th September last included a total expenditure of ,Rs. 1,25,000 on 
relief in the Umballa District, and of Rs. 2,00,000 in the Delhi _ District. 
Luckily, U mballa sh(lrtly afterwards received some rain in tim.e .to make spring 
sowings, and the people devoted themselves strenuously to ralsmg ;well crops, 
and fair to good rains everywhere in the district since Christmas have secured It. 

crop which removes all fear of famine. Should any ordinary work be .required 
in any part of the district to tide the people over a few weeks, thIS can be
provided by ordinary funds. 
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DELHI. 

4. In Delhi, contrary to my expectations at the time, based on the recorded 
facts of 1897, distress has hardly made its appearance, and it is not likely that it 
will now do so to any extent, as the spring crop will be reaped iu another three 
weeks at the ontside. Fortunately, business in the city has been brisk in all 
branches, and, in consequence, the poorer classes have been able to find work to 
do; and the workers on the Delhi-Agra line have been either refugees from 
Rajp{ltana, or labourers transferred from Rohtak. These are in all about 4,000 
now, and allowing for 5,000 for four months, i.e., to end of July, at Ii annas 
per day, we may put the probable cost of relief operations in the Delhi District 
at 56,400 next year (it will amount to about 50,000 this year), or ns numbers 
on such a work will probaWy melt away mor~ rapidly when the rains come than 
on a work manned from the villages r~lUnd it, say 1\0,000. 

RISSAn. 

5. I have just completed a somewhat extensive tour in this district, and 
my general conclusions on the subject of famiue relief iu it have been separately 
submitted to Government, and need not be repeated here. In September last, 
whilst recognising that distress would be severe and far reaching in Hissar, 
much more severe and f,ir reaching than in 1897, I estimated for an expenditure 
of 8 lakhs this year and a similar sum next year. This, however, will not be 
nearly sufficient. Our numbers on relief works have gone up in Hissar at the 
rate of more than )0,000.110 week during February, and now stand at 130,000, 
and it is quite possible that we shall gradually touch the number of 200,000, all 
recipients of relief, though possibly we may halt somewhere between 150,000 
and the higher number (I have given my reasons in the letter above reftlrred to , 
for considering that relief to the present extent is absolutely necessary, and that 
it is being properly administered). Should that be the case we· must provide 
much as follows-il.tthe rate of Rs. 3 per person per mensem:-

Month. I Persons. I Coot. 

R •. 
April ... ... .. , ... 170,000 5,10,000 

May· ... ... ... .. . 190,000 5,70,000 

June ... ... .. . ... 200,000 6,00,000 

July ... .. ... .. . 100,000 3,00,000 

August ... ... ... ... 50.000 1,50,000 

September ... ... ... 25,000 75,000 . -----
Total ... ... ... 22,05,000 

The provincial cost per unit last famine was a little under 7 pice per day, which 
gives Rs. 3'4-0 per head per mensem--on gratuitous relief we are at present 
paying Rs_ 2 as the equivalent of the minimum wage-and though grain rates 
are less now than then, the establishment charges will be higher, and probably 
Rs. 3 will be found to be pretty near our mark. This gives the very large sum 
of 22 lakhs of rupees to be spent next year on Hissar relief as against 8 lakhs 
originally cruculated by me, and I am afraid the actual cost of relief will not 
come to less than this. I believe that we shall have to help a great many people 
to leave the works by advances of 1\ month's subsistence wherewith to canoy on 
their homes, and I have attempted to allow for this in the numbers estimated 
for July, August, and Septemher. 
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ROHTAK; 

6. I calculated the expenditure of Rohtak as 4 lakhs in all-Rs. 1,50,000 
this year, and Rs. 2,50,000 next year. The first estimate was exceeded before 
the end of lanuary, and the total expenditure up to 31st March alone is likely 
to be some 4 lakhs. There are now over 30,000 people on the works, and we 
must expect this to rise to 45,000, I fear. One new work will be opened 
directly, and two more will, I think, be neede.d probably. In that case the fore-

I cast will be somewhat as follows:-

Month. Persons. Cost. 

Rs. 
April ... ... ... ... 40,000 1,20,000 

May ... ... '" ... 45,1J00 1,35,000 

JUI\.e ... ... . " ... 45,000 1.35,000 

July ... ... ... .. . 20,000 60,000 

Total ... ... .. . 4,50,000 

. 
and the cost would amount to 4~ lakhs; the total cost being double of my 
estimate. As Government is aware, the system followed in Rohtak is piece 
work, on which the dependant's allowance is included in the wage paid, and is 
not given separately. In consequence, the cost per unit is taken as l~ annas 
higher here than elsewhere, as the 15 per cent. allowed for dependants should 
be added for dependant. units to the above numbers. I feel sure that in Rohtak 
the people will leave the works very much more rapidly than in Hissar as soon 
as good rains fall. The numbers of people living in the camps o.ll the Rohtak 
relief works is. everywhere small. and even these will be only too anxious to 
return to their home permanently, and as their villages are in no case half 
deserted, and the houses left by them will have suffered but little, they will 
go off all the more readily. 

GURGAON AND KARNAL. 

7. The cases of Gurga~>n and Karnal may be dealt with more summarily" 
as below:-

Gurgaon. Kama!. 
Month, 

I I Numbers. Oost. Numbers. Cost. 

Rs. Rs. 
Present ... ... ... . .. 17,000 51,000 13,000 39,000 

April ... ... ... ... . .. 20,000 60,000 15,000 45,000 

May ... ... . .. . .. . .. 25,000 75,000 20,000 60,000 

.June ... ... ... ... .. . 25,000 75,000 20,000 60.000 

luly ... ... ... .. . .. . 10,000 30,000 10,000 30,000 

., 
Total ... ... ... 80,000 2,40,000 65,000 1,95,000 

In both these districts people are likely to leave the works as soon as good rain 
Jails. I observe that this was not the case in Karnal in 1897, but it will be 80 
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in 1900, I take it. My original estimates for these districts were Re. 2,25,000 
and Re. !l8,000. These estimates, as all the others, were made purely with 
regard to the facts of j 896·97, and posHible deductions from them. 

8. The outcome of the above is an expenditure as follows :-

I Ro. 
. 

-
• 

Hissar ... ... ... ... ... . .. 22,05,000 

Rohtak ... ... ... ... . .. 4,95,000 

Gurgaon ... . .. ... ... . .. 2,40,000 . 
Delhi ... ... ... ... ... . .. 50,000· 

Karmil ... ... ... ... ... 1,95,000 , 

-
Total ... ... ... . .. 31,85,000 -

My estimate in September last was for an expenditure of Rs. 15,38,000, or 
barely half, which 1 re¥ret to say has proved altogether inadequate. As will 
be seen below, I think It will be well to add something to the above amount as 
a margin to make the estimate complete. 

TAKAVI. 
I 

9. There remains the question of the amount to be given in advances for 
seed and plough ca.ttle, and in Hissar at least the sums needed for these 
purposes will be very large. The figures below show what was given in 1897, 
and what I would roughly estimate now as necessary :-

In 1897. 

- From the 1900. 

By Govemment. Charitable Relief 
Fund. 

Rs. Ra. Ra. 
Bisfl8l" ... ... ... ... ... . .. 4,79,000 2,35,000 7.75,000 

Rohtak ... ... . .. ... .. . 6,000 44,000 2,00,000 

Gurgaon ... ... ... ... .. . 8,000 6,000 2,00,000-

Delhi ... ... ... '" ... ... 31,000 4,500 75,000> 

Karnal ... ... ... ... .. . 35,000 49,000 1,50,000 

Total ... ... . .. . .. 5,59,000 3,38,500 H,OO,roo 

This is a very large sum, but nothing less will, I fear, set the people fairly on 
their feet again. I am not aware how far the Provincial Charitable Fund will be 
able to help us again in this direction. As a matter of fact I would very much 
prefer to see that all these advances should be made matters of business, and 
that they should all be gradually recovered, or at least that half should be so. 
In that case the .funds of the Provinoial Committee might be speciully devoted 
(1) to enabling people to return to und repair their homes when the rains fall, 
and live there until the next harvest is ripe for reaping, and (2) to assisting 
respectable people and especially pardah-nashin women to struggle through the 
present crisis, which would greatly reduce our lists of gratuitous reI ief. In 

10666 III 
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Hissai' at least,s!! above noted, ,we shall h8.ve to remove: many .of. the ;people 
trbm the lWorks and get them, back to agricultural' pursrrits, and we shall' need: 
to give.them.'~enough to live on for a mDnth or six weeks when we do ,this. 
The Commissioners of Divisions are not, I observe, being consulted by the 
Provincial Charitable CDmmittee regarding the grants in aid soaght by Deputy C .-. -.--- - , .... '. '.- ,-_._"" ", ' .om miSSIOners. 

GENERAL ESTIMATE; 

10. Taken altogether, expenditure .on relief and in advances will amount 
to Rs. 46,10,000, and to be on the safe side we had better increase this by abDut 
10 per cent., or say 50 lakhs. I wish it were possible to reduce it largely, but 
this is quite impossible. I regret that my original estimates shDuld have been 
so low, but. we had very little to go upDn in September last, and though I have 
steadily fDrecasted a great increase frDm··1H96-97, my fDrecast has not been 
nearly sufficiently wide in its sCDpe. But that prices are ruling so m.Dderately 
(our famine wage is paid fDr the most part .on grains selling at 11 to 12 seers 
per rupee), and are liketytD fall tD SDme extent at least a month. hence, the 
cost .of .our: large works 'fhich have been fDund inevitable on the present 
occasiDn would he working out to a cDnsiderably larger sum than that estimated 
by me. 

No. 99'. 
Telegl'am from Government of India (Financial Department) to Chief Secretarll 

to tlte GOl'ernment of the Punjab, No. 2,339.A., dated Si-mla, the 14th lIla,V, 
", '1900. " 

" . ry DUI', letter to Department .of Revenue and Agriculture, ,552, of 10th April; 
Additional allDtment .of five'!akhs for agricultural advances· during currellt year 
sanctioned. 

No. 100. 
Letter from T. W. HOlde~ess, Esq., C.S.I., Secretary to the Government oj 

Indza, Rellenlle'a:nd Agricultural Depart~ent, to the Chief Secretary to 
Governm:ent, PunJab, Nil. 1U44-F., dated Simla, the 22nd Ma.11> 1900. 

I am directed to say that as a special measure undertaken with the ()bject 
of facilitatingl the recovery .of agriculturists in famine tracts frDm the IDsses 
Bustained frDm drDught, the Go~ernment .of. India are pleased tD direct :-

(1) That all advances made in famine tracts under the Agriculturists' Loans 
" Act fDr seed, cattle, and sub3istence of cultivators in cDnnection with 

agricultural DperatiDns undertaken .during the approaching rains 
may be made free of interest. 

(2) That the first instalment in repayment .of the principal .of such 
- 'l!.dvances"lIlay 'be 'postpDned for' 12 Dio:nthini-orfidate of the advances: 

(3) 

The dates for the remaining instalments will be determined by the 
LDcal Government with reference to the existing rules applicable ,t(i) 
advances under the Act. , '" . 

That the Local GDvernment may hereafter grant remissiDns in'respect 
of the principal .of sutJh advances, according td'the cil'Cun'lstarices .of 
the debtDrs, up to .one-half of the aggregate sum advanced iiI the 
Province. ' 
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No. 101. 

:Letter" from T. W. liolderness, Esq., C.S.I". Secretary to the Governm.ent·;if 
India, [(evenl)e and Agrictut •• ral Deparlm_nt, to the Chief Ser'1'et,jry,tIJ 
Government, Putljab, No. 1048-F., dated Simla, the 23rd ,Ilay, 1900. " .. , 

In continuation of my letter, No. 1044, dated the 22nd instant, and with 
reference to your telegram, No. 36, dated 10th in~tant," I am directed to inform 
you that the Government of India have sanctioned a grant of 'Rs. 12 lakhs foI' 
advances under the Agriculturists' Loans Act during the ctlrrent financial yf!i1.t 
tij'(Jultivatol's in the districts of the Punjab affected by famine. ' ." 

•• . . 2. I ~m to state that this grant is exclusive of the allotment for advances 
under the Act made in the orders on the Local Loans Estimates for 1900.,.1901 
(Financia~ Resolution No. 131;1 A,., dated 16th March, 1900) /l.nd qf tQ.~ 
additional grant of five lakhs sanctioned in telegram No. 2339 .A. dated 14t.h 
May, 1900, from the Government of India in the F!.nance Departmen~. 

No. 102. 
, , , 'J 

Letter from A. fl. Diacle, Esq., Revenue an,{ Fina,1/ci(l.1 Serretary tu Government, 
Punjab, to tfte, SecretaJrJI to the Governme1lt uf India, Revenue and, 4,qri" 
cultural Depart(nen(, ,No. 843, d,ated,Simla,.t"t 6th Jlt?lC, .190Q., , , ' 1< 

I am directed to submit, for the informaLion of the Government of Iuilia, ii, 
copy of the orders" passed by the Honourable the 

• No. MO, dat<;d 6th June, 'Lieutenant-Governor on receipt of your letters 
1900, to the Seml'r Secretary . 
to the Financial Commissioner. No. 1044 F., dated: 22nc:l May, 1900, and No. 

1048, F., dotteq, 2:lrd May, 1900, intimotting the 
concessions which have been made by the Supreme Government in regarcl to 

advances to agriculturists in famine tracts for seed, 
t Commissioner Delhi's No. cattle, and subsistence of cultivators, and conveying' 

278, date<l 22nd May, 1900' sanction to an additional grant for the Punjab of 
(without enclosure). 19. I kh d th A . It . t ' L A A Commissioner Delhi's N o. ~ a s un er e gricu urIS ,S oans· ct. 
189; dated 26th Maroh, 1900 copy of the correspondence marginally notedt is 
(with enclosure). . also forwarded for reference. . . 

2.' Sir Mackworth Young trusts he may' be permitted to express in behalf' 
of the Province his gratitude for the genf'rous treatment it has received at the' 
hands of the GoverI~ment' of India as regards both the amount allotted for loans 
to agriculturists ,and the .liberal terms allowed for, the grant and recovery, of, 
advances. . 

Enclosure 1 ill No. 102. 

Letter from A. H. Diack, Esquire, Revenue and Financial Secretary to Govern
ment, Punjab, to the Senior Secretary to the Financial Commissioner, 
Punjab, No. 840, dated 8imla, the 6th .June, 1900. . 

In continuation of the endorsement from this office, No. 770. dated the 
25t;b of May, 1900, I am directed to forward a copy of a letter No. 1048 F., 
dated the 23rd of May, 1900, from the Government of India in the Department 

. '. Forwarding estimate for advlUlces to cultivators for Cattle and seed before the s .. tting-in 
of the rain ... 

t Not printed. 
10666 J B I 
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of Revenue aud Agriculture, in which sanction iR conveyed to a grant of 12 lakhs 
for advances und~r the Agriculturists Loans Act durin~ the current financial 
year in the districts of the Punjab affected bv famine, in addition to the grant of 
five lakhs sanctioned in letter No. 2339 A., dated the 14th of May, 1900, from 
the Government of' India in the Department of Finance and Commerce. I am to 
point out that the additional allotments of 5 and 12 lakhs respectively will 
enable the Financial Commissioner to meet the demands of the Delhi Division. 

2. I am further directed to say that in view of the liberal terms for recovery 
of taccavi allowed by the letter from the Government of India, No. 1044 F., 
dated the 22nd of May, a copy of which was forwarded to you under cover of 
my endorsement No. 770, dated the 25th of May, 1900, no such announcement 
w(,uld seem to be necessary as is contempl~ted in paragraph 3 of the Commis
sioner of Delhi's Circular No. 130, dated the 26th. of March. 1900, a copy of 
which was forwarded to you under cover of my endorsement No. 643, dated the 
27th of April, 1900, while the proposals contained in paragraph 6 of the Circular 
are within the spirit of the terms offered by the Government of India. The case 
of village menials, which is dealt with in paragraph 7 of the circular, should, I 
am to say, be considered by the Financial Commissioner, and if he agrees with 
the Commissioner the loans may be given as proposed. 

3. I am to add that the conce~sions made i.n the letter from the Govern
ment of India, No. 1044 F, dated the 22nd of May, 1900, should be freely made 
in the affected parts of the Delhi Division. How far and in what districts or parts 
of districts elsewhere they should be allowed is a matter which the Lieutenant
Governor would prefer to leave to the discretion of the Financial Commissioner, 
but I am to request that a copy of the instructions which the Financial Commis
sioner proposes to issue to Commissioners on the subject may be forwarded for 
the informatidn of the Government. 

Enclosure 2 in No. j (\2. 

Letter t'rom the Honourable Mr. H. C. Fanshawe, Commissioner and Superill
teiul.;nt, Delhi Division, to the Revenue and Financial SeCf"etar.v to {}overn
ment, Punjab, No. 2i8, dated the 22nd May, 1900. 

In continnation of mv letter No. 277 of the date, I have the honour to 
address Government on the subject of advances needed to restore the prosperity 
-of the cultivators of this Division. 

2. I regret to find from your letter No. 552 of 10th April that the figures 
'COntained in my letter No. 145 of 9th March, which I b~lieve .were tel~grap~ed 
to Government three days earlier, were too late for consldeI"1;l'tlOn and mcluslOn 
in the current financial estimates of the Government of India. I should have 

addressed Government immediately on the receipt 
Deputy Commissioner Rohtak's of th,tt letter had I not already issued my 

No. 138 of 12th April, 1900 and Circular No. 130 of 26th March (forwarded to 
No. 190 of 14th May, 1900. Government under cover of my No. 135 of that 

Deputy Commissioner Hissar's d 
No. 659 of 11th May, 1900. date), but having iss~ed that it seeme to me 

Deputy Commissioner Karnal's desirable to await the replies of officers before 
No. 174 of 3rd May, 1UOO. addressing Goyernment. Unfortunately these 

are not complete yet, and I can only sti.bm~t 
those noted in the mar!l"i.n . bnt the time when these advances may be needed IS 

coming Fa nigh and th~ as~ignment of four lakhs of rupees which the Filla~cit;'l 
Commis~ioner has been able to make me in his letter No. 2447 of 22nd Aprlt IS 

80 utterly inadequate that I dare not delay this reference any longer. 

3. In my letter No. 145 of 9th March I estimated the wants of the Division 
at.l4 lakhs of rupees, but I regret to say ~h.is is no .longer. adequate, and. I am 
now obliged to ask for 18 lakhs as the mlllimum With WhICh the restoratlOll of 
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pl'O~perity can be effected, and I should be very grateful if this sum could be 
made 20 lakhs. The figures given in my letter of March and now asked for 
compare as follow :-

Originally Present Estimate Now 
Diatriot. 189i. proposed by of Deputy Propoaed by 

Commissioner. Oommissioner. Commisaioner. 

Re Re Ra. Re. 
Hiss ... ... ... ... . .. 7,14,000 7,75,000 10,00.000 10,00,000 

Rohtak ...• ... ... ... 50,000 2,00,000 4,00,000 2,75,000 
"-

Gnrgaon .... ... ... .. . 14,000 2,00,000 2,00,000 2,00,(100 

Delhi .. , . 35,500 75,000 75.000 50,000 .. , ... . .. .. 
K""mU . . ... ... ... 84,000 1,50,000 3,25,000 2,00,000 

Umballa ,.. .. , ... ... - - 25,000 25,000 

-
Total ... . .. ... 8,97,500 14,00,000 20,25,000 17,50,000 

I will proceed to note on the case of each district briefly. 

HISBAR. 

·4. Mr. Humphreys has given detailed figures upon which his estimate is 
based. Hard hit as the poor people of the Hissar District are, I think he has 
underestimated their powers of self-help, and that the sum for which he asks, 
vi •. , ten lakhs of rupees, should be sufficient for the puq50se which we have in 
view with perhaps a little additional help next year. A t any rate as the Deputy 
Commissioner' observes, we cannot safely go further on the present occasion, 
the debt of the district being already 16 lakhs of rupees, which the addition of 
ten lakhs will raise to nearly five. years' revenue. . 

ROHTAK. 

Captain Burlton and his Revenue Officers have painfully acquired a very 
mmute knowledge of the revenue conditions of the Rohtak District. I consider 
however, that, ·corupared with Hissar, his estimates are too high, and I cannot 
recommend a larger sum than Rs. 2,75,000 for tohe Rohtak District. 

GURGAON. 

Though the actual distress in this district has not been so gTeat as in 
Rohtak, the losses of cattle have been spread over a lar!\"er area, and on the whole 
1 think the district is in need of about as much help as Rohtak is. I would 
therefore assign it Re. 2,50,000.' . 

DELHI. 

I have reduced the estimate from Re. 75,000 to Rs. 50.000. The district 
could du with more, but must be content with so much. 

KARN.h. 

Captain Lowis has asked for Rs. 3,25,000 lfor oxen and seed Rs. 15.000). 
Compared wi~. the d~ands of other districts I ,consider this somewhat high, 
though the Kalthal Villages have undoubtedly Bufrered terrible losses of cattle 
and I would fix the amount at Rs. 2,00,000 or Rs. 50,000 more than I did in 
March. . 
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• • I '5: The sritn 068~20 la1ths. I1owreC<imm~nded forexpenditilre in an area 
"not larger'than two'large districtS 'is ~robably unprecedented; but 'I confess I do 
not see any prospeCt of restoring the prosperity of the people and rl covering the 
'l5ums'O'Verdue-to-Governmen1t-wfllhou~ ~hi£t·1tid.· . [. sm;ttroogly -opposed to any 
of it being given byway of gift, but 1 am altogether in favour of the greatest 
possible generosity by way of loons and of suspension of the land revenue when 
our cultivators are overtaken by the dreadful calamity of famine, and I would 
beg that generous assistance may be afforded to the people of the Delhi Division 
pn ,this ,occasion. Thequfilstion of the merits of gifts and loans for the purcha,se 
of seed and plough cattle has been discussed in paragraph 4 of your letter of 
10th April, and Ineed not IIJdvert to it here. Should it not be posllible to devote 
the two lakhs of, rupees which the Provincial Famine Charitable Relief Committee 
propose to place at my disposal to the object of replacing people in 'their homes 
who, will otherwise have to remain on,our relief works, then this money also 
shou1<l no doubt be spent on gifts for the purchase of plough cattle. 

6. Fortunately the expenditure on famine relief which I anticiplited in my 
.. ' letter No. 145 of 9th March, 1900 ·hlls 

I Estimate. I Actuals. proved over the mark, and the money 
____ ~ __ -+ ___ "" ____ saved in this direction will be available 

for a larger Provincial tacca vi grant. 
.Hi .... r 
Rohtak 
Gurgaon 
Delhi 
Karnal 

Total 

10,J6~ooo ;j,!~;'92 The actual expenditure during April 
2,5~,000 94,1117 and the firfsRt two weeks in May shows 

a saviDgo s.10,76,926as per margin, 
1,35,000 44,521 and it is. certain I think that the 

28,000 13,394 additional sum of six lakhs of rupees 
1.05,000 32,350 now sought will be recouped twice 

16,03,000 5,~6,OU over .in the savings in the anticipated 
expenditJlre on Relief Worb. 

7. I trust 1 may receive very 'early orders Q.pon this let.ter, of which T have 
sent a copy to the Financial Commissioner. As the subject demands a further 
immediate reference tb the Supreme Government, and as it is closelyentertwined 
-with actual measures of famine relief, my course in I\ddressing the Government 
direct upon it will not 1 think be disapproved. Another reason why orders are 
urgently needed is that we may be able to· announce throughout. the Malwa 
country and the Ganges Doab that large advances are being made by Government 
for the purchase of plough csttle .tn the west of the Delhi division, so that 
owners of spare csttle there may bring their animals over for sale. We cannot 
expect any ~upplies of cattle from Rajputana, as was the caslHn 1897 .. , 

8. I should be glad to loom if the HonoUrable the Lleutenant:Goverrior i~ 
able to approve of the views expressed in paragrap~s 3. 6 .and ~ of my lett~ 
No. 130 of 26th March. Para.graph' is one of those points I think with reg~rd 
to which we should try to keep up the responsibilities of the landowners towards 
the cultivators. . 

Enclosure 3 in No. 102. 

Letter from the Honourable lJiIr. H. C. Fanshawe, Commissioner and Super. 
intendent, Delhi Division, to the Revenue and Financial Secretary to 
Got'ernment, Punjab, No. 189, dated the 26th March, 1900. 

In forwarding for thernformotion 'of' the' :Honourable the Lieutenant-
. ' Governor copy of my letter No. 130 of 

Hi •• ar 12 th b Robtak this date, regarding e measures to e 
Gurgaon l 7 each taken for the restoration of agricultural 
Karn.u I prosperity upon the cessation of famine 
Delhi I...... ... 5 each in this division, r have the honour to 
Umballa r request that the Deputy Commissioners 
of the Division may be supplied with printed GOpies of tHe letter as per margin: 
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Annexure I. 
•• oj 

Letter from the Honourable Mr. H. O. Fa·ltshawil. Omnmis.ionw' tMId 8upsrinteftdml/ J 

Delhi Division. to the Deputy Oommissioners, Hissar, Gurgaon, Rohtak and Kamal, 
,. Circular No. 130, dated Delhi, the 26th March, 1900. 

" 

, As I hope that mpre than half the bitter period of famine and distress through which,' 
'our people are pa.ssing (I trust both without undue suffering and without demorali ... tion) .• 
is now over,. 1 have the honour to address you on the subject of ,the relief needed to, 
establish them once more in their homes when the rains again descend in their accustome,d.. 
quantity. 

2. The "nnexed p"ragraph of my forecast of the cost of famine relief during the' 
coming year will give you a general idea of my views on this subject. I will now proceed' 
to expres. them in detail with the view of eliciting you own opinions upou all points! 
connected with it • 

. There remains the question of the amounts to be given in "dvances for seed :and 
plough cattle, "nd in Hissar at least the sums needed for these purposes will be very large. 
The figures below show what was given in 1897, and what I would roughly estimate now 
as nece .... ry· :-

• 

I 
-189T From - the Charitable 1900. 

By Government. Relief Fund. 

---. -------- _0_"_0_- - ---

Re. Re. Re. 
Hissa.r ... ... ... ... . .. 4,79,000 2,86,000 7,75,009 

RohtBk ••• ... ... ... . .. 6,000 44:,000 ',00,000 , 

GurgallD ... ... ... . .. 8,000 6,000 2,00,000 

nelhi ... ... ... ... ... 31,000 .,500 15,000 

Korwll •.• ... ... ... .. 80,000 49,ODO 1,60,000 

Total ... " . .. 6.69,000 3,38,600 U,OO,OOO 

, .' 
This i. a very large sum, but nothing le.s will, I fear, set the people fairly on theiP
feet again. 1 am not aware how far the Provincial Charitable Fund will he able to help us' 
again in this direotion. A. a matter of fact 1 would very much prefer to see that all these: 
advancea .bould. be made matters of business, and that they should all be gradually 
recovered or at least that half should be ao. In that case the funds of the Provincial 
Committee might be specially devotet! (1) to enabling people to return to and repair their' 
homes when the rains fall and live there until the next harvest is ripe for reaping, and (2)' 
to a •• isting respectable people, and especially purda-na.hin women, to struggle through. 
the pre.ent orisis, which wonld greatly reduce our lists of gratuitous relief. In Hiesar' 
at le~st as above noted we shall have to remove many of the people from the work. and' 
get them back to agricnltural pnrsuits, and we shall need to give. them enough to live on' 
for a month or six week. when we do this. The Commi •• ioners of Divisions are not, I' 
ob.ol'Te, being consulted by the Provincial Charitsble Committee regarding the grants in' 
aiel "onght hy Deputy Commi •• ioners. 

3. I amdi.posed to thiuk that the amount which need be given' in advances for' 
seed, at least outside the Hiesar Uistricl; will not be very large, and that on the advent 
of good r .. ins the village traders will have the .ense to make sufficient advance. for such, 
purcha.es. Unle •• they do so they are not likely to be able to immediately recover. any 
portion of the debts due to them; and it will be well in this connection to make it widely 
known that if Government haa to make advances for .eed and recover them from the crop. 
sown, there will be little or no balance available for the satisfaction of uebts and decrees" 
which. will therefore have to stand over. 

4. As regards plough cattle yon are, 1 believe, having " careful enumeration made 
of the stock remaining in the village. and sent away from them for the time being, and 
you will no doubt be able to presently furnish me with data of approximate accuracy under 
this head. The 10 •••• have no doubt been very severe, but we cannot profe •• to do more 
than to help to provide a .ufficiency of oxen for plonghing the land., and our estimates 
must be strictly limited to this. Please therefore supply general data of the number of 
ploughs fCJl' whioh help is needed and the area usually ploughed by one pair of oxen, as a 
check on the number of oxen wanted after deducting tho.e still present in the villages. 
In Ilisffil' largely, and in Rohtek to some extent, advances for oxen have in the past been 
devoted to hil'iult animals, and as it has been ruled that there is no objectien to this we 
must take the fact into consideration in framing our estimates of the sumB needed, for the 
cult.ivation of a full kharif crop. 

S. I do not think that there will be any necessity for us to arrange to procure plough 
cattl.. As soon as it ,. known in ti,. Punjab proper, and in the Doab (and we will ask 
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Deputy Commissioners and Collectors to make it '!mown) that large Bums are available 
for the hire and purchase of plough oxen in the Hissar District, traders will, I feel 8ure, 
bring over as many animals as we shall need for hire or for purchase. 

6. I am afraid that it will prove the case that in many instances those in want of 
loans will no longer have unencumbered landed security to oll'er, this being already 
pledged to Government or to traders for former loans. This need not, I think, deter us 
from making loans. It must be understood that the grant and repayment of all of these is 
.. imau ki bat" which is thoroughly appreciated by the people, and though we shall of 
course take formal agreements for recoupment, our real security will be in this. that we 
will take care in future that sums due are collected from the crop on which it is payable. 
The above principle being fully recognised and thc agency of the Lambardars and Zaildars 
being properly used in the ll18tter, we shall experience no difficulties in our re&.lisation. 
Such rough details as may be possible must b~ given of the amounta to be advanced to 
persons not already indebted to Government for previous loans and to those S(o indebted, 
and the amount of the existing debt in the latter case should also be given. 

7. In making advances on this occasion we must, I think, stipulate that the village 
menials also benefit from them. I am told that on the occasion of the first crop following 
the last famine the menials were kept out, of the agricultural operations carried on by 
means of loans, and it was in consequence of this that in many cases they remained for a 
lon!l'er time rm relief wQrks than they really n<led have done. Apparently advances to 
such persons who could offer no security were made largely from the Charitabl~ Relief 
Fund in 1897, but I should prefer to see"advances made ill the above manner so far as 
possible as keeping up the pcouomic tie of owner and tenant., To occupancy tenants 
advances can be made on the security of their' occupancy rights. 

8. The greatest care will have to be taken to have ready by 1st .July all our 
arrangements for immediately making advances as soon as the second rains fall. As to 
this, the details of Captain Dunlop.Smith's report should be studied. It will be possible in 
Hiosar and RO!ltak to place a superior officer over this work in each tahsil, aud with this 
officer and the Tahsildar and Naib Tahsildar alJ at work at once the whole distributiou 
should be accomplished in 4-5 daye at the outdide. 

9. We now come to the question raised in paragraph 8 of my letter No. 126 of 
22nd March, 19(10. on the subject of relief worke, viz., how far we are to remove the people 
from these works t9 enabl~ them to re.ume agricultural operations and with it to the 
question of l,elp from the Provincial ~'amine Charitable Relief Fund. As you are aware, 
it has been d.-c\detl t.hat alJ such help shall be in the form of out-and·out gifts, and 
therefore all aid by way of advances must como from the side of Governmeut, As I have 
already indicated in my letter, No. 107, of 9th ultimo, I am very much oPl'osed to fre" 
gifts for the purchase of cattle and seed. I thiuk these must tend to demoralise 
the people and induce them to look to Government, instead, of helping themselves; 
and though I would be very easy in the terms' of repayment on an occlISion like 
the present, ret as such advances are now a well-understood feature of revenue, 
administration in the Punjab I would deal with them all in the usual way and would take 
repayment of all. I t is much less demoralising, I think, to remit some of the land 
revenue due to GovernmAnt (and I am not prepared to recommend anything of this kind 
yet) than to make free gifts to restore agricultural stock. The matter will, however. of 
course be decided by Government, and you are invited to express your opinion freely 
upon my own views. But as noted in my letter of the 22nd ultimo many of the relief 
workers who have been living in our camps will have to restore their homes-in ,ome 
villages, ,again, money will be needed for putting the drinking wells into order-and 
other expenditure of a special and general kind will doubtless also be neceBBary, and we 
may well ask for Iar~e granta from the Famine Relief Fund for these purposes, I think, 
and I shall be glad to know for what sum you would ask for your districts. My idea is 
that we should try to sw~ep 011' the relief works as many reople as we cau as soon as good 
rain have twice fallen, generally in July, anu that in doing so we should allow a small sum 
to each family to carry them on until some early'crop comes to hand in September, say for 
two months, This sum must be enough to "UPport the men engaged on agriculture. but 
where it is possible to start village relief work I would require the women and children 
to supplement the sum by labouring on these works. Roughly speaking I should say 
Rs, 6 should b. enough fur each family for two mouths, or Rs. 10 where work on village 
tanks is not available-prices will become lower of course when the summer rains fall,
and half of this would be paid when the family leaves the work and half through Circle 
Inspectors or other agency in the middl~ of August. I shall be glad if, on the abo, e 
dates. or any others which you think preferable, you will furnish an estimate of the sums 
needed. Half of the amount might, I would suggest, be sought from the Charitable 
Relief Fund as aid to enable the people to restore their homes and half be paid by 
Government in lieu of the relief work wages which would otherwise be paid. 

10. In adllition to the above gene,. .. l needs there will of course he cases of children 
who hay. lost parent_, and mothers with families who have lost thei,. husbands during 
1.he famine, which will need special aid to enable these unfortunates to settle once more in 
their homes, and "uch cases must not be overlooked 'l'hey are suitable for aid from the 
Charitable Relief Fund. 

11. I have said nothing about al'~ears of land revenue, which I reserve for a future 
communication, At present I am disposeol to think that we shall be able to collect ollly 
ver) small sums of such arrears, aM nearly all that we can safely collect over and abovE' 
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the year's demand will have to go in the first place to pay oJ! loans for seed made last 
year and to be made this year, and loans already made for cattle and now overdue. Till 
we see in September what the harvest is really likely to be it is idle to make any detailed 
conjectures on the subject. 

12. I have thought it desirable to addre .. you in detail on these subjects now, but I 
recognize that an early reply can hardly be sent to tbis letter. I shall be glad, however. 
to receive your reply, after you have talked the matter fnlly over with your Assistants and 
some of the leading agriculturists of the district, not later than lst May. I have asked 
Government to send you copies of this letter iu print.. 

SUSPENSION OF LAND REVENUE. 

No. 1.03 . • 
L"tter .from T. W. Holderness, Esq., U.S.I., Secretary to the Government of India, 

Depart:meilt of Revenue and A.qriculture, to the Revenue and Financial 
Secretary to the Government of the Punjab, No. 1563-F., dated Simla, the 
19th July, 1900. 

The Government of' India have recently been furnished .with reports 
showing the' action taken in the Central Provinces -and Bombay in -regard to the 
suspension of the land revenue demand in the districts suffering from famine. 
In order to complete their information on the subject I am directed to say that 
they will be glad to receive, at an early date, a report showing what has been 
done in the Punjab. 

2. I am to enclose a copy of the report received from the Chief Commissioner 
No. 1682.F., dated 27th June, of the Central Provinces as indicating the nature 

1900.· of the information required. _ 

No. 104. 

Letter .Ii·om .-1. ff. Diack, Esq., Reven'ue and Financial Secretary to the 
G'JVerllmel1t of the Punjab, to the. Secretary 10 the Government of India, 
Department (~l Revenue and A.qriCltlturc, Nu. 1213, dated Simla, the 7th 
,September, 1000. 

In reply to your letter No. 156a·F., dated the 19th July, 1900, I am 
directed to forward a copy of a letter No. 223·S., dated the 27th August, 1900, 
and enclosures, from the Senior Secretary to the Financial Commissioner, 
Punjab, showing what action has been taken in the Punjab in re!mrd to the 
suspension of the land-revenue demand. lam to say that the 'Lieutenant
Governor concurs in the financial Commissioner's rem,u·ks. 

Enclosure in No. 104. 

Letter from tile Senior Secretaryl to tile Financial Commissioner, Punjab, to the 
Revenue lind Fillalltial Secretary to the Government of the Punjab, No. 
223-S., dated Simla, the 27th August, 1900. 

In accordance with the j'equest contained in your endorsement No. 1059, 
dated 2-Hh ,July, 1900, I am directed to submit the following brief report on 
the sn"l'ensions of the demand of the past kh .. rif and rabi harvests. -

2. The two statements attached show the khrzlsrz demand for each harvest. 
the ,amount of khalsa land revenue suspended, and the balance remaining for 
collection. The amount of assigned revenue suspended is shown separately in 
the fifth column . 

.. __ ._-._----------------
• See page sa. 

2 S 10366 
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Taking khalsa revenue alone, the total figures for the Province are as 
follows :-

n ....... teo. Demand. SuspensioDs. Balance. 

R •. Re. Re. 
Kharif, 1899 1,14,82,857 24,50,167 90,32,690 

Habi, 1900 ... 1,07,06,833 17,09,803 89,97,030 

For those parts of the Province in which there has been famine, viz. the 
Delhi Division (excluding the Simla district) and for the districts of Siaikot 
Gujra't, Shahpur, Jhefum, and Lahore which are included because the suspension~ 
there were large and the areas affected by drought considerable, the figures for 
the year are as follows :- • • 

Name of Tra.ct. Demand. SUSpeIl8iODS. Balance. 
Proportion ot 

Demand 
S1l8pended. 

RH.' Re. Re. 
Delhi Diviei<,m (ucluding Simla) ... 51,31,825 22,h6,741 28,95,084 44. 
Sialkot ... ... ... ... 13,98,243 2,06,350 11,91,893 15 
.Quint ... ... ... ... .. . 7,83,169 2,24,762 a.58,407 29 
Shahpur ... ... ... . .. 5,67,743 2,11,918 3,55,82a 37 
.Jhelum ... ... ... ... 6,90.012 4,88,658 2,01,354 71 
Lahore ... ... ... ... 8,54,305 1,41,448- 7,12,857 17 

- • A little over one·half of these SUSpenSIOns was gIven 10 the Shamkpur Tahsil alone. 

3. Except with regard to the ,differential treatment of rich and poor 
revenue payers, which will be noticed below-, no special instructions were issued 
by Government or the Financial Commissioner as to the principles to be 
observed in granting suspensions in famine tracts. The standing orders 
contained in Revenue Circular No. 31 were considered to be sufficient. It may 
be said that in the Punjab, as in the Central Provinces (vide the first sentence 
of paragraph 14 of Mr. Craddock's letter of June 27th), while weight has been 
allowed to general considerations, the main basis of calculation has been the 
crop of the year. The general principle followed throughout the Province has 
been that the amount of suspensions, required should be measured by the 
power of the revenue payer to pay' the demand made on him out of the surplus 
of the current crop after providing for the need~ of his family till the next 
harvest. Where, however, the resources of the people have already been 
crippled by previous bad harvests, this circumstance too has been taken into 
account, and held to justify more lenient treatment than the crop returns alone 
indicated; and where, as in Hissar and Rohtak the recent fiscal history was a 
record of mere misfortune, and in the distressed tracts-that is in Hissar, 
nearly the whole district-there was no crop, suspensions were allowed on a 
very liberal scale. ' 

4. With re!!'ard to the differential treatment of rich and poor revenue 
)ayers, no hard a;;'d fast rules haVE> been laid down, and Mr. Tupper will add, 
'probably none will be eventually thought necessary. For the suspensions in the 
kharif harvest the practice was guided by the orders contained in Financial 
Commissioner's circular letter No. 4922, dated 30th August. 1897. The 
following extracts will indicate the nature of these orders :-" The principle to 
r.e ordinarily observed in such cases should be that suspensions are intended 
for those who could not pay their revenue at th~ time without borrowing the 
money, not for those, be they money-lenders, or belonging to any other class, 
who can pay without any undue strain on their resources." "It is not 
intended to subject Deputy Commissioners to the observance of a.ny rigid 
rules in the matter. The broad principle which has been laid down is that 
suspensions of revenue ought not to be allowed to revenue payers who have 
the means of paying, but district officers may exercise all reasonable discretion 
in al'plying this principle in practice so far as varying local circumstances 
permit. At all events there can be no question that suspensions ought not 
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to be granted to landed proprietors of substantial means who own entire estates 
or subdivisions of estates, or who have acquired in ownership or on mortgage 
a' considerable footing in any estates." Objections were from time to time' 
raised against the principle laid down by the Financial Commissioner, especially 
by officers serving in the Delhi Division. These objections were summarised 
and noticed in paragraph 15 of the Land Revenue Report for 1897-98 as 
follows :-'" The chief objections raised against the principle' apart from the 
complotint as to the trouble it involves is ,that it deprives tenants of the 
protection of section 30 of the Punjab Tenancy Act. Where rents are kind 
rents this objec,tion has little force, for, in the first place, the division of the 
crop takes place before the orders of suspension or the order under section 30 . 
can be passed, and the landlord gets his share whether revenue is suspended or 
not, and in the second place where there is no crop the landlord can get, no 
share and therefore he cannot demand rent even if his revenue is collected. Where' 
rents are paid in cash the tenants are no doubt deprived of the protection' of 
section 30, but the penalty imposed in section 30 ())) is so slight that it must 
in any case usually be ineffective. 1£ the landlord sues the tenants for his rent 
the court can adopt the plan followed by Captain Dunlop Smith in Hisssr, and 
give a decree for payment at a future date." In order to remove tlie objections 
Government ordered in its letter No. 253 of 18th November, 1899, that the 
principle of differentiation should not be enforced-' 

(a) In true village communities in which intruders are' not revenue 
payers. • 

(b) Against landlords qua the holdings of theiJ,- occupancy tenants. 
whether such tenants pay rent in cash or in kind. 

5. Generally the practice has been to determine from the crop returns ,of 
the whole village what proportion of the total demand should be suspended, and 
then to deduct from the amount to be suspended so much as is payable by, rich 
landowners. In some districts suspensions have been granted after an enquiry 
into the assets of each holding, but this procedure has usually been held to be 
beyond the powers ·of the district staff. In Hissar, where the effects of the 
fumine have, been felt by all classes, no differentiation has been made. In 
Rohtak also differentiation 'was considered impracticable, and it may be pretty 
confidently said that in those parts of the district which were really hit by 
fumine and in the Kaithal tahsil of the Karnal district which was similarly 
afflicted there was '" suspension of the total demand. The same remark applies 
to parts of the Gurgaon sJ.istrict. The percentage of suspensions to demand in 
districts as a whole do not, except in the case of Hissl1r, give a true idea of the 
state' of the case, at least in the Delhi Division.. ' 
• 6. It will -be seen that instructions similar to those issued in the Central 

Provinces have not been required in the Punjab. In the first place the 
calamity here has been neither so widespread nor so intense in the areas where 
it has o~curred. In the second place the tenures in the two Provinces differ. 
In the Central Provinces there are a large number of tenants under the 
malguzars who have to be protected; whereas in the Delhi Division (excluding 
Simla) out of a toml cultivated area of 7,858,042 acres, 6,851,265 acres are 
cultivated by the owners themselves or by tenants holding under them without 
any right of occupancy, and in the Province as a whole the corresponding 
figures are 27,328,190 acres and 24,113,015 acres. Thus in almo"t all cases it 
is only the capacity of the owner himself to pay the land-revenue demand 
which has to be considered. Thirdly, the, procedure followed in this province 
has been somewhat different. The standing orders contained in the Hevenue 
Circulars were not only sufficient, as might be expected for divisions where 
there has been no real ;famine, but they also enabled the Commissioner of the 
Delhi division to administer this important branch of famine relief witho'ut 
seeking liny fresh orders either from the Financial Commissioner or from 
Government. Mr. Fanshawe discussed the matter with all his' Deputy 
Commissioners and sent them various instructions from time to time, but he 
did ,not find it necessary to submit these instructions for approval. The 
Financial Commissioner so f~r as he is able to judge of the results up to the 
present ,ti~e, ~nsiders that Mr. Fanshawe's proceedings in this matter have 
been qUite JUdlClOUS. 

10666 2 S 2 
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Annexure I. 

Statement BMwing. the Fized Land Revenue Demand for Kharif, 1899, the Amotmt 
Suspended and the Balance to be Realised. 

Find 'Land 
Amount of -Revenue 

Name of DIItriot. (Kha.iM) Amount Balan ... Assigned Bemarb. 
Demand for Suspended. Bevenue 
Kharif, 1899. Suspended. 

Ra. Re. Ra. Ra. 
Biasar ... ... . .. 6,00,881 5,09,660 91,221 10,848 

Rohtak ... ... .. . 5,28,174 3,30,725 1,97,449 -
Gurgaon •.. ... ... 6,14,570 2,71,851 3,42,119 6,636 

Delhi ... . .. ... 3,79,580 1,()2.118 2,77,462 7,13:1 

Karnal ... ... ... 4,03,748 1,19,450 2,84,298 26,925 

Umballa ... ... ... 3.,71,587 82;111 2,89,476 65,256 

Simla ... ... ... 7.960 - 7,960 -
Kangra ... ... .. . 4,48,366 2,828 4,45,538 -
Boshiarpur 6,70,964 • 6,70;964 ... ... - -
..lnllundnl· ... . ... 8,15,714 - 8,15,714 -
Ludhiana ... ... 4,87,519 211 4,87,308 1,799 

Ferozepore .. , ... 4,47,863 29,672 418,191 5,597 

Mnllan ... ... .. . 2,97,593 34,405 2,63,188 99 

..lhang ... ... ... 1,07,22'1 8,096 99.131 -
Montgome1'3' ... ... 55,062 26,075 28,987 53 

Lahore ... ... ... 3,76,566 68,329 3,08,237 10,129 

Amritaar ... ... ... 5,12,770 51.454 4,61,316 6,873 

Gurdaspnr ... ... 7,32,020 59,038 6,72,982 2,457 

Sialkot ... ... ... 6,97,366 1,11,172 5,86,194 4,650 

Gujrat ... ... ... 3,61,566 1,28,543 2,33,023 9,159 

Gnjranwala ... ... 3,11,733 41,872 2,69,861 30,716 

Shahpur ... ... .. . 2,41,886 1,05,503 1,36,383 -
..lhelum ... ... ... 2,94,377 2,14,256 80.121 10,002 

Rawalpindi .,. ... 4,58,110 69,704 3,88,406 2,092 

Bazara ... ... ... 1,35,097 3,109 1,31,988 -
Peshawar ... ... 5,10,383 25,544 ' 4,84,839 3,021 

Kohat ... ... ... 52,321 9,132 43,189 -
BanDn ... ... ... 1,33,498 16,588 1,16,910 -
Dera Ismail Khan ... 67,344 14,036 53,308 5,078 

Dera Ghazi Khan ... 1,70,259 13,688 1,56,571 2,981 

Muzaffargarh ... ... 1,90,753 997 1,89.756 -
. 

Total ... . .. 1,14,82,857 24,50,167 90,32,690 2,11,504 
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Annexure II • 

.statement .howing the Fixed Land Reve>lU6 Demand for Rabi 1900, tM Amount 
Suspended and the Balance tf) be Realised. 

Fi>:ed Land 
AmoUDtof BeveDue 

Name of District. (Kbaboa) Amount Balanoe. Assigned Remara. 
Demand for Suspended. Revenue 
Rabi, J900. I 

S1Illpended. 

. 

Rs. Re. R •. Re. 
Hissar ... ... ... 1,25,570 85,li7 40,393 5,077 

Robtak ... . .. ... 3,98,512 2,28,379 1,70,133 1,366 . 
url1"on ... ... ... 5,52,834 2,37,915 3,14,919 -

Delhi ... ... ... 4,13,287 99,629 3,13,658 7,710 

Kamal ... ... .. . 4,03,731 68,539 . 3,35,1~2 13,607 
-Umballa ... .. , ... 3,39,351 1,01,187 2,38,164 93,180 

Simla '" ... ... 7,961 - 7,961 -
Kangra ... .. .. . 2,68,Q49 6,900 2,61,149 -
Hosbiarpur ... ... 6,51,431 - 6,51,431 -
.Jullundur ... ... 5,66,137 - 5,66,137 -
Lndbiana ... . .. 4,37,145 684 4.36,461 -
Fero,epore ... ... 4,39,045 51,409 3,87,636 13,772 

Multan ... ... ... 2,64,S36 4,357 2,60,479 -
bang ... . .. ... ·2,12,530 8,863 2,03,667 392 

Montgomery· ... ... 1,28,397 35,991 92,406 891 • Fluctuating 
land revenue 

Lahore ... ... .. . 4,77,739 73,119 4,04,620 10,073 amounting to 
Rs. 1,343 is 

Amritsar ... ... ... 5,18,950 21,812 4,97,138 2,512 alBo under 
suspension, 

Gurdaspur ... ... 6,76,918 49,491 6,27,427 .2,549 

Sialkot ... ... ... 7,OO,Sn 95,178 6,05,699 3,412 

Gnjrat ... ... ... 4,21,603 96,219 3,25,384 6,975 

GujranwaJa .. , ... 4,05,773 33,905 3,71,S70 32,586 

·Sbahpnr ... .. ... 3,25,857 1,06,4U 2,19,442 3,800 

.Jbelum ... ... ... 3,95,635 2,74,402 1,21,233 14,403 

Rawalpindi ... ... 4.52,919 - 4,52.919 -
Hazara ... ... ... 94,765 - 94,765 -
Peshawar ... ... 4,07,627 1,244 4,06,383 -
:Kobat ... ... ... 33,438 2,669 30,769 -
Bannu ... '" ... 1,98,060 25,125 1,72,935 -
Dera IsDjJliI Khan ... 96,006 - 96,006 -
Dora Gbazi Khan ... 91,034 317 90,717 509 

M~za1I'argah ... .. , 2,00,814 877 1,99,937 -
.. 

Total ... . .. 1,07,06,833 17,09,803 89,97,030 2,12,814 
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MORTALITY IN HISSAR DISTRICT. 

No. 105. 

T.etter from r. w. Holderness, Esq., C.S 1., Secretary to the Government of [ndia, 
to the Rel'enue and F1'nancial Secretary trl. the. GOl'ernment IIf the PUlljab, 
No. 80G-F., dated Simla, the 25th April, 1900. 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No .. 58S4I (Revenue 
-Rcarcity), dated the 18th April, 1900, forwarding the ~pecial monthly death
rate return for the montjl. of March last,. and to say that the Government of 
India will be glad to be favoured with a report as to the cause of the very high 
rate of mortality recorded in the Rissar District during the month. 

No. 106. 

Letter from A. H. Diack, Esq., Revenue and Financial Secretary to Govern
ment, Punjab, to the Secretary to the Gorernment of India, Revenue and· 
Agricultural Department, No. 825, dated Simla, 4th June, 1900. 

With reference to your letter, No. 80S-F., dated 25th 'April, 1900, calling 
for a report as/ to the cause of the very high rate 

Sanitary ~ommissioners No. of mortality recorded in the Hissar District during 
39 (not pnnted), d~ted 19th the month of March, 1900, I am directed to say 
March, 1900, and Its enelo- h h 1" h d' . h ~ . snres. t at t e morta Ity In t at Istnct as lor some time 

Letter No. 232 and its enelo- formed the subject of anxious inquiry on the part 
sures, from Commissioner, of the Honourable the Lieutenant-Governor and I 
Delhi, dated 17th April, 1900. am. to submit for the information of the. Govern-

A Note dat.d 15th May,! . 
1900 by the Sanitary Commis- ment of India, the correspondence margmaIIy 
sion~r. noted, which contains all that can be ascertained 

Lette.rs Nos. 208 and 270 in regard to the causes of deaths during (1) the 
(not prmted), dated 14th and period from September 1899 to March 1900 in-
15th May, 1900, from the Com- l' (th 'b ' . d' h' d missioner ,Delhi and !mclo- C USlve, and 2) e su sequent peno to teen 
Bures." of April, 1900, and a statement showing (1) the 

normal death rate of the district for each month 
from September to April, and (2) the actual death rate for each week from that 
ending September 2nd, 1899, to that ending April 28th, 1900. 

2. In the earlier of the two periods dealt with in the correspondence, 
there occurred in December and JanUfiry a comparatively brief outbreak of 
cholera in which 394 persons died, nearly all of them upon our relief works. 
The total number of deaths from all causes was 1<1,382, or 79 per diem, corres
ponding to an annual death rate of 3S. In the second period there was a more 
severe outbreak of the disease, which has not yet ceased and which accounted 
for 2,OS3 deaths during this period. The total number of deaths from all 
cauEes was 10,098, or 240 a day, corresponding to an annual death rate of 113. 
Excluding deaths from cholera, the daily number of deaths was 77 in the former 
and 1 91 in the latter period. In both periods more than half the total 
number of deaths are attributed to fever in the returns, and rightly so, in the 
opinion of the Commissioner of the Division and in that of the Civil Surgeon, 
thouO"h the Deputy Commissione!" is inclined to suspect that all illnesses, in 
which fever supervened before death, have roughly been classified as fever. The 
latter view is to some extent supported by the analysis of the Sanitary Com
missioner, whose conclusion is that the high mortality from fever may be due 
to privation or to iufluenza and pneumonia. 

• See page 234 of Command Paper No. 205, presented in 1900. 



PUNJAB. 321 

3. The Deputy Commissioner concludes, from a comp;~rison of the table 
in paragraph 6 of his Note with the figures in Statement B appended to it, that 
-the death rate was higher among the population on our relief works than it was 
among the population not in receipt of relief. The rate in column 4 of the 
'.table is the per mille rate of the number of deaths in the month, in column 3 on 
the average daily number relieved during the month shown in column 21 
multiplied by 12, to give the equivalent annual death rate. This may fairly be 
compared with the rate foun.l by a comparison of the total number of deaths in 
the same month with the total population of the district; because, in the later 
months at any rate, the relief workers and their dependents consisted of entire 
families, and were, therefore, similar in composition to the population of the 
district. But the rate entered in column 10 of the Deputy Commissioner's 
-Statement A, has been obtained by a comparison of the number of deaths among 
the ordinary population shown in column 9 (i.e., after deducting deaths among 
persons under relief) with the total popUlation of the district, 776,006. This is, 
of course, a mistake, because for the purpose of this comparison, the total popu
lation of the district should have been diminished by the number of persons in 
receipt of relief. On the population so diminished, the annual rate of mortality 
works out for December, January, and February, to 43,44, aIjd 38r respectively. 
And even these figures are below the real rates, because it is known that the 
population of the district is below normal, owing to large numbers having 
migrated. There is, therefore, in His Honour's opinion, no ground for 
supposing that the rate of mortality on relief works was any greater than among' 
the population not in receipt of relief, except so far as it was pushed up by out
breaks of cholera confined to the werks. That the death rate should be higher 
in poorhouses and among the recipients of gratuitous relief than among the 
ordinary population of the district, is only to be expected for the reasons given 
by the Deputy Commissioner in his Note. 

4. Sir Mackworth Young is, therefore, of opinion that, at any rate as 
regards the mortality from causes other than cholera, the Government has 
nothing to reproach itself with. The special features of the present famine 
appear to have generated a new form of disease, or at any rate made an existing 
disease more virulent. As to cholera, it must seemingly be admitted that the 
disease is encouraged by the congregation of large numbers of people on relief 
works. But 'the casualties from this cause are small compared with the total 
number of deaths; they have been kept down by the medical arrangements on 
the works, and they represent part of the expense at which the many thousands 
on relief works have been kept alive by the Government. 

5. Sir Mackworth Young is satisfied that, speaking generally, the atten
tion paid during the famine to the condition of the people in the Hissar 
District has been most minute, and that it may confidently be stated that, apart 
from isolated cases which in such times of general distress. must escape the 
powers of vigilance and the most capable staff of officials, deaths from actual 
starvation have beeJ unknown, and this may, His Honour thinks, be maintained, 
though, after the period ahout which the Government of India have made 
inquiry, the death rate went up to a much higher figure. Still it would, in his 
opinion, be absurd to deny that the high death rate had its origin in famine 
causes, even when every allowance has been made for the other fatal influences 
-of cholera, small-pox, influenza, and a special form of fever. 

Enclosure 1 in No. 106, 

Letter from the Civil Sur.qeon, Hissar, to the Deputy Commissioner, Hissar, " 
No. 321, dated 24th February, 1900. 

In compliance with your letter No. 347, dated the 19th February, 1900, I 
have the honour to forward the following remarks with reference to the increase 
of Ulortalit,r in the district, and regret that nn earlier report' could not be 
tmbmitted mm the pressing official attention to other urgent matters. 
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. Assistant Surgeons Maya Das, Lachm~ J?as and Ramji Lal. and HosRitaI 

AssIStant Rughu Nath Mal and Alf Dm, m charge respectively of Civil 
Dispensaries at Sirsa, Bhiwani, Hissar, Hansi and Fatahabad were deputed to
mak~ ~ece~sary ~nqui?es in t?eir respe~tive towns. I ha,:e also mnde personal 
~nquInes m Bhiwam, HanSI and HIBsar, and have arrIved at the following 
consolidated conclusions and regret that I have been unable to visit Fatahabad 
!lnd Sirsa, but s!nce information reg!lrding thi~ subject is urgently needed and 
that the same CIrcumstances conducmg to the. Increased rate of mortality most 
probably affect SirSR !lnd Fatah!lbad, the omission may not be import!lnt. The 
cause~ are as follows :- . 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

The prevalence of bowel compl!lints,the result of eating indigestible 
focd; pneumonia, the result of severity of weather !lnd lack of 
physical resist!lDce; measles, the result of winter causes and of 
crowding together ; and the increase of certain diseases which are 
generally in this district associated with fever and from their' 
obscure characters not generally understood, !lnd consequently 
included under the hesding of fevers, !lnd to some extent to. 
malarial fevers in certain parts of the districL, involving this high 
rate of mortality. 

The increase of town popUlation due to advent of persons from 
famine· stricken villages both of this district and from neighbouring-
Native States. . 

Insufficiency of food stuffs in the villages. 

Insufficiency of clothing in the poorer classes exposed to intense cold. 

The influx of wanderers, insufficiently clothed, insufficiently fed, and' 
insufficiently sheltered while travelling under influence of severe
cold. 

Low caste persons depending for their existence upon the prosperity of 
the zamindars residing in famine-stricken villages. 

Aged persons and children of tender years exposed to severity of 
weather when insufficiently clothed and homeless. 

(8) The influx of debilitated persons in poor-houses, whom no' amount of 
care and attention could save. 

Enclosure 2 in No. 106. 

Letter from the Honourable Jolr. H. C. Fanshawe, CommiS8ioncf' and
Superintendent, Dellii Dit,ision, to the Revenue and Financial Secretary
to Government, Punjab, No. 232, dated Delhi, 17th :April, 1900. 

I have the honour to forward for the information of Government a Note
recorded by Mr. Humphreys upon the high rate of mortality lately prevailing in 
the Hissar District. 

2. This Note is the outcome of various communications on my part~ 
written and oral, and I need not follow it in detail. It is a fact that the 
mortality from fever has been very high in all adjoining dist:icts this winter,. 
and is so still, and especially in Delhi City, with regard to whlch we are able to 
say with certainty that the deaths are not due to privation. There seems to be 
very little doubt that a number of the deaths attributed to fever WE'.re really due 
to pneumonia,and the Sanitary Commissioner, I believe, is inclined to think 
that an influenza epidemic has run through the districts concerned. , 

3. The comparatively low death-rate on relief. works is eminentl! 
satisfactory, I think. That in the case of gratuitous relief is very high, but thls 
is only to be expected where we have all the most miserable specimen!! on the 
country-side to deal with. And I believe the gratuitous relief is being well 
administered and that the amount of it is sufficient. Many of the very old' 
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pllOple had no doubt run down greatly during the bad year 1898-99 before we 
commenced famine relief, and according to my experience such people never 
recover and genemlly die soon after a famine is over if not actually during its 
progress. As regards the poor· houses we were perhaps a lit~le late in sweeping 
all wanderers into them, whether they wished to enter or not, and in 
consequence many, and again especially the very old, had run down badly 
before we got hold of them. The number of deaths was largest in Bhiwani, 
which certainly had mur:h the largest number of really wretched inmates, but a 
very great improvement had taken place generally in these when I saw them 
last. 

4. My conclusion is that there is nothing in the .death·rate which points 
to any defects in the administration of relief. Owing to antecedent conditions 
it was inevitable that the rate should be very much higher on this occasion than 
in 1896-97, and the severE!" form of fever which has prevailed has taken it up 
even higher than was to be expected. 

5. If I do not add more it is because I feel sure that the Honourable the 
Lieutenant-Governor will cause the figures, reports, and our conclusions on 
them, to be independently tested and noted. upon by the Sanitary C.ommissioner. 

6. I should be glad if a copy could be sent me as soon as possible, o,f the 
report and returns, which I forward in the original. 

Annexure 1. 

Note reqorded by R. H1<mphreys,' Esquire, Deputy Commis.ioflet', Hiosar,. on tM 
increased death-rate in the Hissar District. ' 

1. According to the Sanitary Report the average death-rate ~or the Hissar District is 
~~~m . 

2. During tho ~amine year o~ 1K96-97 it roSe to 45, and the increase was attributed to 
the scarcity, the greatest mortality occurring among children under 10 and persons of 5() 
and over. . 

3. Famine' operations commenced ag'ain in' September 1899 nnder circumstances in. 
which every condition existing in the previons famine was prEsent in an intensified form. 
It was therefore to be expected that the' death-rate would go up considerably during the 
ensuing months, but yet to be modified by the fact that· famine relief operations were 
started before signs of physical deterioration in the people became marked. In faet, it has 
been noted generally by inspecting officers that physically there were very few .signs of 
famine at the beginning. and that as the famine increased in intensity the physical 
appearsnce of the people kept up wonderfully. If any wretched specimens were to be 
aeen. they werensually old men and young children. -' 

4. We now take the actual figru'es month by month. They are given in the annexed 
table for the six months, September to February inclusive.- i 

Number of 

I 
Per Thousand i 

Month. D .. tha. per Year. 

SaptoDlber, 1899 .. , ... ... ... 1,698 26 

October, 1899 . ... .. - ... .. . 1,7M, 27 

November, 189a ... ... ... .. . 2,092 12 

Deoember, 1899 ... ... ... .. . 8,07. n 
Jan1lar1, 1900 .. , ... ... ... 8,18. ~9 

• 
l'ebrualJ', 1900 ... ... .. . ." 2,61' ~O 

Average ... ... ... .. . 2,897 S7 , 

~. 1· hav~ had a special table- made out. showing the death-rate and total number of 
'deaths for the district exclusive of those which occurred 

• Statement A.. . '. .. on famine works, in poor-houses, or among the recipients go! ~·to~eput1 Co~oner I<? of grstuitous relief, and the.. figures are not by any 
B. C. rANSHAW,., means out of the common. The highest was in December,. 

COUlmio!oioner, Delhi. when the ave,·.ge only reached 38 per 1,000, a figure 
.. . . . which hardly oalls for any special remarks. It is, there-

fete, clear that the increase in th~ de;ath·rste Wail almost entilely due to the 'prevalence <if 
111 '\0566' ' ; "; ,1:.1 •. ,: .' . T 
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famine, and it does not seem unwarranted to presume ibat, but for famine, the season 
would have proved an exceptionally healthy one. Another point which, ma.y be noted illl 
this connection seems to be that the famine relief appears to have reaehed all the needy. 
cases. It may be urged on·the other hand, that the fact of the high mortality occurring 
among recipi.ents of relief would tend to show that, either relief reached the necessitous 
too late, or that something connected with the famine administration itself was a cause of' 
the great· mortality. 

6. I give below the deaths. and averages for the three kinds of relief :-

I , 
I 

Average Nwnberof 
I 

Average per 
Mouth. NumberRe· Deaths. ThOUBaDd 

lieved. , -y ...... , 
I. 2, &. I ,. 

I 

A,-ReUs' W';'k.t • 

. Se~ '" ... .... .- ... 6O,.lU 11 I 

Qotobof. '" ... ... . .. ... 51,301 79 19, 

Novembel: '" ... ... . .. ... 44,237 188 9&' 

Deoember ... ... ... .. . ... 7f,558 8S9 54 . 
J",,'""7 '" ... ... ... . .. 86,D04- . 490 69 

FebrU&r)' '" ... ... ... ... 1,33,811 860 82 

Total average ... ... . .. 78,990 226 at 

B.-Poor.,........ 

October· '" ... ... ... ... - - -
Np ...... ber '" ... ... ... ... 1,586 11 53! 

December '" ... ... ... ... 2,648 1S'1 6U 

January '" ... ... ... ... 3,006 U6 ·578 

FebmarJ, ... ... ... ... .. . S,9n l~ 406 

, Totaj.av_, ... ... . .. 2,601 122- 522 -
O.-lhGt .. iI-..ReIiV-

DeoembAf. ... ... . '- ... ... 14,189 US 95 

Jannary '" ... ... ... .. . 14,9-111 It() 112 

February '" ... ... ... . .. 16,388 IS4 98 

T.w...._ ... .. . .. 1&,160 . 129. 102 

N.B~-.ho_ .. _._ in. Octobel:, andgratnitoua.ZeIief in DBCeIIlbeI:. 

7. As to relief. being too late, this could only apply to poor·houses and gratuitous 
relief, and even then I am of opinion that if it did occur it could only be in the case of 
immigrant wanderers' from the neighbouring' Native States and especially from Bikaner. 

Wandering immigration was vel"Y rife in the autumn when the prospects of the kharif 
got gradually wors~. but slackened. considerably as winter approached, a good deal, I 
imagine, on account of the physical difficulties of journeying on foot through a country 
where water could only he found ·at long distances, and· then. often of a bad and brackish 
quality, and when the rigour of the climate were so severe. The poople, therefore, who did 
succeed in getting into the district arrived in an extremely wasted aud exhausted condi
tion, and were either.too far gone.to be able to pull round, Or suft'.ered the penalty of their 
rashness, on getting food, by eating immoderately and dying of .indigestion. 1 do not 

consider it possible. that there can have been. any con,. 
Y... siderable number of our own people who died because 

If. O. FANlIHAW1I. they could not get relief. The organisaticn of our village 
Od .... ~ Delllll relief is, I hold, conSidering the agency we have to work 

through, all that can . be expected or hoped for. The 
O1N1e, Insp~tllI"', vHlage Headmen, and Depmy Inspectors of Police were all made. 
1'88ponsible. J~ this matter. 

. 8. Astrel@.V<l.s.the seeGnd objection, whether our. system was to blame, this could ouly 
aifeet ·p"o .. lIpu_ andgpatu:itouB relief in the matter of judiciously tending people greaUr 
red nced by privation. The poor-houses all have a medical attendant attached to them, and 
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are in the special medical charge of the Assistant Surgeon or Hoapital Assistant of the 
town in which they are sitnated, so I do not .think anything more can be done in this 
direction. As regards gratuitous relief, of oourse such cases oannot be avoided: a village 
Headman or a Circle Inspector cannot be expected to know snfficiently abont or to give 
suffioient care to such cases. The main bearing of this objection, however, is on the famine 
works, and on the responsibilities involved in collecting large numbers of human beings 
into a limited area. This is not a point which comes within the scope of the present 
question. Suffice it to sa.y that one of the limits which must be put on the nnmber of 

persons on a particular relief work is that of the practi-
,Y... cability of making proper sanitary and medical arrange· 

H. C. FANSHAWE, ments for the camp. This is a point which we have kept 
Commissioner, Delhi.. prominently befol'e us in the famine administration of 

the district, and up to the present I do not see that we 
have anything to reproach ourselves with, notwithstanding the outbreak of cholera. 

9. As far as the returns from our famine works are concerned, they may be taken as 
being quite reliable, but I fear the same cannot be said of the other returns except as 
concerns the number of deaths reported. With the agency at our disposal it is impossible 
to hope for anything like a correct classification. Now the ordinary fev~rish season 
should have come to a close in October, yet a glance at the tables will show that the main 
incre.se in deaths during the subsequent months occurred under the head" fever." At the 
same time reports from my tahsil. showed that fever was not prevalent.; the explanation 
must accordingly be that other canses were at work, and that the deaths were recorded as 
being due to fever, because the person affected, as is so often the case, had fever before 
they died. 

10. There seems, therefore, little doubt when we consider the fact that the increase in 
mortality was mainly among those in receipt of famine relief,\ that privation and conse
quently decreased vitslity played a considerable part in the matter. 

11. Another cause is undoubtedly to be found in the fact that towards the end of 
the year large quantities of peas and" kisari " were imported from down country. These 
grains were forms of food to which our people were unaccnstomeJ, and they were, more
over, of a class which could witJ:!. only a slight stretch of imagination be declared unfit for 
human food. 

The sale of these grains was forbidden on our relief works, but, after consultation 

This also W88 my order. 
H. C. FANSHAWE, 

Commissioner, Delhi. 

with the Civil Surgeon, the conclusion was arrived at that 
there were no grounds for interdicting the sale of them 
generally. These grains sold usually at a rate of about'l
seer to two seers cheaper than" bejar," which was the 
cheapest ordinary form of grain in common use, and the 

advantage in weight led to their being largely used by the poorer classes, with very general 
deleterious results. Again, during the months of December and Janual"Y, measles and 
pneumonia were very prevalent, especially in the towns. 

'12. The cholera outbreaks speak for themselves. I append a table showing the 
deaths from cholera on each work attacked. In this con-

~ It has been established. nection I may remark that it has been argued· that our 
W. M. YOUNG. people who were drafted to Jhelum took the cholera with 

them. Howeve~, at the time the people went off there 
...... no cholera in the distl'iet, and the outbreak which subsequently took place in the 
Fatahabad Tahsil, which was the first after the commencement of famine operation., did 
not .)egin till 14th December, i.e., twenty days after it broke out on the .Ihelum Canals, 
and the, .. was no outbreak in the Sirsa Tahsil, from whioh the larger portion of the 
people went. 

13. There is no doubt about the cholera being prevalent in an epidemic form, but 
from the WRy it has behaved Imd from the season of the 

y... year at wbich it· made its appearance in the district, it 
H. C. F ... NS .... ,... appears to be more of 8 special famine kind than of the 

Commiasioner, Dellt!. ordinary virulent type. . 

14. As' regards deaths from starvation, only three were reported during the six 
;months under report, and these at the worst with one exception, who was a Bikaneri, 
were very doubtful cases, 8.8 it is almost impossible to discover enough of their previous 
history to be able to say confidently what the real cause ,of death was. They should it>. 
all probability be classed as cases of privation. 

16. Apart from the 'cholera, which of course is 8 special cause when one considers 
the general condition of the people, and the faot that all cas .. of wanderers dying are 
included in the returns of the circle in which they die, I do not think the death-rate, 
although high, can be looked on as excessive. The severity of the famine cannot be 
exaggerated, and when one takes into consideration all that this unfortunate district has 
passed through during the last five years, one ouly wonders that things are not worse than 
they rsally are. 

- . 
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Enclosure 3 in No. 106. 

Note by Lieut.-Col. C. J. Bamber, I.M.S., Sanitary Commissioner, Punjab~ 
. dated 1~h May, 1900. 

The first thing to do is to find out whether the mortality in Hissar is much 
higher than it should be in a healthy year like the present. To get some idea 
of this I deduct the fever death-rate of the Punjab for November and 
December, 1899, J"anuary and February, 1900, from that of the avera~e of the 
last ten years of the same months, excluding famine districts like Hissar and 
Rohmk. I find that ill the Punjab, November gives a fever death-rate of 
21'08 per mille, whereas the average for ten years is 36'83; su that last 
November was 15'75 per mille healthier than usual. 

2. Now in Hissar in November it was 21'1)2 and the average for the last 
ten years: 28'25, giving a difference of only 6'73. 

In December the rate in the Punjab was 20'46 and the average for ten 
years 29'01, giving a difference of 8'5~ 

In December in Hissar it was 26'54 and the average for ten year!! 22'32, 
1!howing a difference of 4'15. . 

In January in the Punjab it was 20'58 and for ten years 24'24, a difference 
of 3'66. 

In ,Tanuary in Hissar it was 30'95 and for. ten years 20'39, a difference 
-of 10'56. ' 

I . 

Iu February in the Punjab it was 17'35 and for ten years 19'70, a difference 
Qf 2'35. 

In February in Hissar it was 28'36 and for ten years 18'80, a difference 
Q£ 9'56. 

In the Punjab generally during these months lever has been 'much less 
pre,;alent, and it should have been the same in Hissar ; the difference may be 
considered due to privation, or influenza and pneumonia . 

. 
3. We see from the figures given above the difference between the figures 

for these months, and the average for ten years becomes less month by month 
for the Punjab, that is, that the effect caused by a dry year passes away, the 
death-rat\! that remains being much the same as the average for ten years. !!l 
the case of Hissar it is different, as the months go on the death-rate increases 

.and the difference becomes greater. This difference may be considered to denote, 
roughly, deaths caused by famine and not malarial disease at any rate. The 
Commissioner, Delhi, mentions Delhi City as a place where fever has been more 
prevalent than usual, and I find that he is right; the difference noted in Hissar 
is to be found in the Delhi fever death-rates for .December, January and 
February. 

4. It has been asked whether cholera may not be encouraged by gathering 
large numbers of people together. This may be answered in the affirmative to II 
-certain extent. That is to say, where a large number of people drink from one 
or two sources, and these become contaminated, it is certain that a large number 
will become uffected by the disease. It is necessary, therefore, that such wuter
supply should be most carefully protected, and as far as possible the human 
·element should be eliminated .. It is better for instance to lock' up the cover of 
.a well than to lea ,-e it open and place a man. to guard it. . . 



Pl:NJAB. 327 

Enclosure 4 in No. 106. 

Note dated 15th May. 1900, by the Honourable Mr. H. C. Fanshawe, 
CommIssioner and Superintendent, Delhi Division, on the death 'rate in the 
His .. ar District for the period staled below:-

Number of Deaths from-
Week Ending- • 

All Causes. I Cholera. I Fever. 

24th March, 1900 ... . .. ... . .. 988 75 61M 

31st March, 1900 ... ... ... . .. 1,521 355 835 

7th Avril, 1900 ... ... ... ... 1,920 549 919 

14th April, 1900 ... ... . .. . .. 2,077 485 1,031 

21st April. 1900 ... .. . ... . .. 1,875 348 1,044 

28th April,1900 ... ... ... . .. 1,717 251 928 . -
Total ... ... . .. . .. 10,098 2,063 5,375 

1. This is a terribly heavy death tale, the deaths from fever having risen 
from two-thirds of the whole in the first week to more than a half of the whole 
in the last three weeks, and being proportionately worst in the last two weeks. 

2. The mortality of the district has been carefully watched by all local 
officials from Circle Inspectors upwards, und there is no ground to snppose that 
the main cause of it is not fever. This is proved to be the case as regards deaths 

-on relief works, and it is the case in all surrounding districts as well, though to 
a less extent. For example, in the city of Delhi, where the causes of death are 
cupable of easy ascertaiument and no distress exists, the number of deaths has 
for weeks past been 100 O\'er the ayerilge of 125 per week, and this increase is 
entirely under the hend of fever. ' 

3. The fever seems to be of a special malarial or pneumonic type. I have 
asked Civil Surgeon, Delhi, to obtain datu and to report upon it specially, and 
his report may throw some light on the subject. 

4. The total number of deaths in Hissar shows a fall in the last two 
weeks, ~lt under fever only for the last week. We must hope that there will 
be a rap"] fall now. 

No. 107. 
Letter from T. W. Holderness, Esq., C.S.I., Secretary to the Government oj 

India, Department of Revenue and Agriculture. to the Revenue and Financial 
Secretary to the GOI,ernment of the Punjab, No. 1201-F., dated Simla, the 
12th June, 1900. 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 825, dated 
4th June, 1900, forwarding a report as to the causes of the high rate of 
mortality prevailing in the Hissar District, and, in reply, to say that the 
Government of India will be glad to receive further information in this con
nection when the Civil Surgeon, Bissar, has completed the enquiries which he 
has been directed to make by the Commissioner of the Delhi Division as reported 
in 'paragraph 3 of his note of 15th May which accompanied his letter No. 270 of 
the same date to your address. 

, . 
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No. 108. 
Letter from A. H .. Diack, Esq., Ret'enue and Financial Eecretary to. GOI'ernment, 

Punjab, to the Secretary to. the Go.vernment o.f India, Ret'enue and 
Agricult7u'e Department, No.. 1382, dated 22nd Octo.ber, 1900. 

With reference w correspondence ending with your letter No. 1201 F., 
dated 12th June, 1900, I, am directed to submit, for the information of the 
Government of India, a copy of a letter No. 460, dated 8th September, 1900, 
from the Commissioner of Delhi, and its enclosures, containing a further report 
on the mortality in the !Iissar District during the six weeks ending 1st April, 
1900. I am also to enClose a copy of a le~r No. 2581, dated 22nd September,. 
1900, from the Sanitary Commissioner of the Punjab, submitting a very 
interesting account of the inquiries he has instituted regarding the fevers 
prevalent in the tract affected by famine. This account will, the Lieutenant
Governor trusts. afford the Government of India the information asked for in 
your letter above quoted. 

2. The Commissioner and the Deputy .Commissioner have made a very 
thorough examination of the statistics available, but there are many elements of 
uncertainty, and it seems to His Honour impossible at present to'draw any exact 
conclusions from the inquiry which has been made under Mr. Fanshawe's orders. 
The death-rate in His~ar was terribly high during the period under investiga
tion, and was probably higher than would appear from the figures now before 
us in which it is calculated on the population at the time of the census of 1891, 
for there is unfortunately reason to suppose that the population is now less than 
it was in that year. And, as ill pointed out by the Commissioner and the 
Deputy Commissioner, the mortality rate for the irrigated tract is really lower 
than it appears to be, as the popUlation there must have been inc\"eased by 
immigration, and the converse is the case in the unirrigated tracts of which the 
greater part of the district consists. It is impossible, however, to say to what 
extent the figures'are vitiated by these facts, and on the whole there is no reason 
to suppose that the death rate has been materially higher in the tract affected by 
famine than in the tract not so affected. Nor is there any ground for believing 
that the measures taken for the relief of' famine have been other than effective 
and beneficial. . 

3. The census now about to be undertaken will afford more reliable data 
thau are now available, and when its results are being tabulated an opportunity 
will be offered of judging what· has been the effect on the affected and the 
unaffected tracts respectively of the past decade and of the two famines which 
have oc~urred during its course. It is needless, Sir Mackworth Young thinks, 
to formulate conclusions. fUrther till the Deputy Commissioner has examined the 
matter in his district Census Report. A copy of the correspondence on the 
subject will be forwarded to the Superintendent of Census Operations in the 
Province in order that he may direct his attention to it. 

Enclosure in No. 108. 

From the Ho.n()urable lWr. H. C. Fanshawe, C.S.I., Commissio.ner and 
Superintendent, Delhi Divisio.n, to the Revenue and Financial Secrttary to 
Go.vernment, Punjab, No. 460, dated 8th September, 1900. 

In continuation of my letter No. 270 of the 15th May, 1900, I have the 
. honour to forward copy of a report· by the Deputy 

• UnoffiCIal No. 1,060, dated Commissioner of Hissar upon the high rate of 
1st September, 1900. ]. . th t d' trio t d' th' ek t Unofficiol No. 401, dated morta Ity 10 a .. IS c UIW:g e SIX we s 
17th May, 1900, from Oom- following 1st Aprll, rogether Wlth a copy of my 
~iB8ione~. to ]jeputy Oommia- instructions t upon which the report is based. 
aloner, Hissar. 
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2. . Mr. Humphreys has written a full and thoughtful note, and I do not 
know that I can add much to it. The elramination which has been made in the 
canal and distressed tracts embraces a population of 90,000, and has therefore been. 
pretty broad. The results are that cholera and small-pox have been ascertained 
to have been tl\.e causes of mortslity to a greater extent than appeared before" 
and the results for the two tracts are as follows :-

Averag" per TlioUBallcf. r 

Traot. , 
Inol\ldlDgOJjol_1 EzoludingChol ..... ease.. _ 

, 
Irrigated tract~ I" ... 17 14, 

Distressed tracts ... ... 25 18 ; 

If; however, the figurer! of the' Famhabad. TahEri:l, which: gives a' rate' of' 
7 per 1,006: only in each case, are· omitted, the' rate ilr both cases for the other 
four m.hsils is about 20 as compared with 25 in the one case and' 18 in the other' 
case, i.e.,. of cholera cases excluded in distressed villageS' of! the' five tahsila. 
The highest death-rate of all is 36 and 28 in the irrigated villages of the liaD!ti' 
Tahsil, while the villages with 'a mortality above 4.5 per 1,000 compare as' 
follows :-

Ratera 61 

Nalwa 61 

Kawari 48 

K~tli 52 

Irrigated Tmota. 

(1 cholera and small-pox). 

en ditto ). 

(I ditto ). 

(no cholera cases). 

Distressed Traom. 
( 

Rawalwas 77 (I cholera and small-pox). 

Bohal 56 (! 

Bhuttu 49 (! 

ditt(i 

ditto' 

). 

). 

, .' Practically t~e~fore there !s no great dimirence between the res~lts in 
Imgatedr and umrrlgated (or distressed). tracts taken as' a whole, nor m' t~e 
/lu-ee tahsils of HisEs.r, Hansi' and Sirsa taken: separately, the figures beiag as" 
follows:- ' 

, 

Average per ThouBB.Jld. 

Toba!l.' 
InoludlDg Oholera Cas ... Ezoluding Cholera C ..... 

Irrigated Traote.I Non·inigrted' Irripted Tmoto. NOD-ii'ligat:ed 
TractAj, ~ 

, 
Hissar I 20 16' 

o' 

14 ... ... ... 19' 

" 

, 
HllUsi' '" ... ... 36 25 2K ,; 2a. 
Bhl'waili ... ... ... 13 32 13 15 

Fatahabad ... ... ... 7 32 l' 21' 
\ 

Sirsa ... ... ... 12 l6r , lao , 12 

A. Ver&II\lF ... ... 11, ~ 14 18 
; 
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In the Bhiwani and Fatahabad Tahsils cholera and small-pox (nnder. whica 
only 3 CUAes are entered in the irrigated ",-illages, while 187 and 150 cases are 
entered in the distressed villages) account mainly for the difference between the 
two classes, the difference excluding cholera and excluding the Fatahabad 
Tahsil being in favour of the distressed tracts. But as pointed out by Mr. 
Humphreys, the population assumed in the case of the irrigated tracts .is 
probably too low, and in the distressed tracts almost certainly too high. 

3. In; the irrigated villages there has been no actual distress, and the 
death-rate in them can have been affected by privation to only a very small 
degree. h, the unirrigated tracts, putting aside the death~ due to cholera ~nd 
small-pox, !the principal eause of mortality has been fever, which, however,_ 
accounts for only one-third of the whole (42~ out of 1,\7;) as against half in 
the irrigated villages (444. out of 7'58). No doubt fever has proved fatal in 
many instances because of the poor condition of the people, but the fact that 
fever accounts for half of the cases in the tracts not actually distressed as 
compared with one-third in the tracts distressed would seem to show that this 
cannot have been the case to any great extent. It is possible, however, that the 
fever figures for the irrigated tracts include a number of cases which were really 
cholera, these figures not having been checked on the.;spot as in the unirrigated 
tracts. Of the deaths in the distressed tracts ,one-third have occurred in families 
which are fairly well-to-do, and tV\'o-thirds in families in distressed condition, 
aJ?d this is not more than is to be expected I should say. The mortality has 
been greatest in infantile life, and this must always be expected in severe, 
fi!.mine accompanied by serious Io!,ses of milch cattle, as 1 have previously 
pointed out. There is no ground, I think,for believing that exposure on the 
relief works was an additional special cause of infantile mortality, though the 
conditions of work and even residence in camps have probably not been without 
their small effect. Among the recipients of relief a larger proportionate number' 
of deaths has occurred as would'be expected among the people on gratuitous 
relief who are for the most part the mo~t decrei)it members of the community" 
and about one-fifth have 'occurred in families badly oft' but not in receipt or
relief. . . 

4. AI! regards the mortality from fever, the Civil Surgeon is disposed to. 
consider that the disease was of an ordinary type, and .this is the conclusion. 
arrived at in Gurgaon, Delhi and Rohtak as well in aU of which there has been 
a high mortality from fever. I have several times drawn the notice of Gov"lrn
ment and of the Sanitary Commissioner to the prevalence of the fever, and I 
believe Lieutenant-Colonel Bamber is making special bacteriological. enquiry 
in~ its nature. An examination by him of the figures now submitted will 
perllllps shed more light on them than I can mx:sel~ throw. 

Annexure I. 

Letter from R. Humphreys, Esq., . C.S., Deputy Commissioner, Hissar, to the
Commissioner and Superintendent, Delhi Division, unofficial No. 1060-G.L .. 
dated the 1st September, 1900. 

I have the honour to forw8J'(l herew~ my ,feport on the abnormal death-rate of the
district called for, by Government and conducted; on the lin~s laid down by you. 

I 
2. I regret the inordinate delay which has tjlken place in forwarding this report which 

was due in the first place to tbe incompleteness of some registers in the Civil Surgeon's 
office, which had to 'be completed before detaile~ instructions for the' local enquiry could 
be issued, and secondly to t.he press of taccBvi work which took all the available time of' 
every officer, and was of such a nature as could rjot be put off. , ' 

ENQUI,Y INTO THE HIGH DEATH-RATE IN tHE HISSAR DISTRIOT. 

I have already reported on'the rise I';' d~~ih-l'I\te- in the district for the six. months. 
ending February 28th. During March and April the death-rate, already high; gradually 
rose and reached a maximum in May, after which it declined again, and has since been 
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almost uniformly declining, so that at the time of writing it has resumed quite fav?urable_ 
proportions, considering the period of distress and abnormal heat through which the. 
district has passed. . 

2. Iu compliance with ordars from the Commissioner detai led enquiries were made 
with a view to finding out, if possible, ainong what classes of the community the death-rate 
was highest. and whether any deductions could be drawn as to its causes and possible'. 
reDaedies. . 

For this purpose the period of six weeks during which the death-rate was highest, i .•.• 
April lat to May 12th, was chosen. and six irrigated and six unirrigated viUages were 
chosen in each tahsil in which the death-rate had been high. The irrigated villages may 
be taken as not having felt to any great extent the effects of famine while being. with the 
exception of the irrigation, subject to much the same climatic conditions as the unirrigated 
villages. The nnirrigated villages wer" then taken in detail' and enquiries made to show 
(a) how far the actual causes of death had been correctly recorded in the villa~e death 
registers; (b) what proportion of the deaths occurred among well-to-do families and 
families in distress, and of the latter how many were in receipt of relief and how many 
were not; (e) what proportion of the people who died were biswadars, tenant ... and kamins, 
and (d) what reason, if any, conld be a .. igned for the unusually high mortality. 

The results of the enquiries as to (a), (b), and (e) have been tabulated,and are appended 
herewith. 

The enquiries iu the various tahsils were entrusted to the following officers :-

Distriot. I Officer. 

Bhiw&ni ... _ .. Miraa Zdar Ali, ExtraA.ssistant Commissioner. 

Hu.nsi ... ... _ .. 
La.la Sanear Ohand ditto. 

Hissar ... ... _ .. M. Al!&Ya.r Khon. 

F.t&habad ond Sina ... Lalu.' Gurditta. Mal, Omoia.ting Extra AasiBtant Commissioner. 

I must here record my appreciation of the excellent and careful report submitted' by 
Mirza Zatfar Ali. 

6. Before proceeding to comment on the figures, I wish to point out that in many 
cases the figures furnished by me from the Sadr returns of the deaths that occurred in 
th, villages in which enquiries were made do not tally with the numbers as actually found 
by the officers on inspecting the village death registers. The point seems hardly an 
important oue, as the figures given from the Sadr may be neglected in face of the figures 
found actually rectC.led on the spot, bllt the explanation appears to be simple and to lie in 
the fact that the Sadr returns were compiled from the returns furnished from the police 
stations at which the village chaukidars perhaps do not attend as regularly as they should, 
and as they attend on different days of the week, the weekly retnrns would not all Btart 
the same date. Th~ seeming discrepancy need not therefore impugn the accuracy of th~ 
figures or the value of the enquiry in any way. 

I 
4. Now the first point to which I wish to draw attention is that in two tahsils. 

namely, HiB ... and Bhiwani, it was found that a number of cholera deaths had not been 
reported; for instance, in RawalwaB, Hissar Tahsil, 12 deaths from cholera were reported. 
whereas 36 actually oocurred. and that while 22 cases of fever were reported only 3 actually 
occurred. In the Bhiwani Tahsil the case was e'ren more glaring. In 5 out of the 6 
villages cholera occurred, and in all five CBses tbe number of cholera deaths was under
reported, while in one village, Tigrana, 43 cholera deaths actnally occurred, whereas not a 
single one was reported. The total for the tahsil accordingly shows 187 actual cholera 
deaths to 82 reported, and 90 fever de.ths as against 194, ~eported. The fact here 
demonstrated clearly justifies a remark I- often saw occasion to make in forwarding the 
weekly death returnB for the Commissioner's information, viz.. that circles in wbich 
cholera deatha were reported very often showed an increase in the death-rate out of all 
proportion to the numller of cholera deaths and to th .. deatb.-rate in cholera circles wbich 
had not been visited by cholera. These facts do not show up our L.mbardars and 
chaukidars in a very favourable light, but taking them as a whole I do not coo sider they 
are really very much worse than those found in almost every district in the Province. 
Th. explanation Beems to be that they often dread the enquiry and trouble necessary on 
a reported outbreak of cholera, and do all in their power to minimise the matter or to 
avoid rt\porting it at all. This feeling, however, I consider, is rapidly losing ground, 
and during the whole of the famine, and the large number of outbreaks of cboler .. which 
ocrurred, I never received a single complaint against any of the medical staff except one, 
I1l1ll that waR about a hospital assistant who was alleged to have shut himself up in a 
hOUSB aud refuBed to come out and help the people. In fact generally the reports were 

10686 I U 



. 
332 PUNJAB. 

readily made and medical aid demanded. Where the bene6.ts of medical aid were once 
. experienced in dealing with an outbreak of cholera, it was afterwards eagerly sought for
a fact which is most creditable to the medical arrangements in the district. 

5. Small-pox and measles were extremely prevalent during the p9riod under 
report, and as a rule enquiries went to show that the recorded deaths were below the 
real figures. This is especially noticeable in village Jamalpur in the Hausi Tahsil where 
it was shown that 78 persons had died from small-pox aud measles, whereas in the chau
kidar's book onl:r one .death had been. so recorded. . These deaths of course took place 
mostly among chIldren. In fact excludmg cholera whIch attacked, people without respect 
of age or sex the death-rate has been proved to have been high almost exclusively among 
children. Lala Sansar Chand reports that of the 97 deaths in Jamalpur 82 occurred among 
children under 12 years of age. In Fatahabad also the deaths from these causes were 
found to number 102, whereas only 17 had been recorded. I bave little doubt but that 
the majority of these deaths Were really measles, and not the more Sl·riOUS disease small
pox, though the latter was undoubtedly also prevalent to some extent and probably to a 
greater extent than, in a normal year; but as regards the means taken to prevent it I need 
only refer to the Annual Vaccination Report, which has just appeared, and to the v~ry large 
number of vaccine operations performed during the year. The large mortality among 
children from measles and its kindred diseases may be accepted as a fact, but I cannot 
ellpress any opinion as to how far the epidemic had any of its causes traceable directly 
or indirectly to famine, for myself I cannot see any connection. The mortality resulting 
from tile epidemic may, however, have been heavier than it would have been in a normal 
year owing to the reduced vitality of the people, due to famine. 

6, Keeping in view what has been said on the subject of cholera and small-pox 
iIl'cluding measles, the deaths recorded under head "Other caUBes" (which means all 
other causes not specified in the statements) calls for no remark, and we can therefore 
turn to the head" Fever," which of course enquiry has shown to be smaller in proportion as 
increases were found under the other heads. Thus the net result comes to this that out 
of 60~ cases returned as deaths from fever, only 428 Were actually found to have so 
occnrred. 

This prevalence of fever has been one of the puzzles in connection with the death
rate of the district, and of course it is beyond my province to offer any remarks on its 
nature; suffice it to say that I believe Dr. Weston, the Civil Surgeon, considers that it 
ofl'ers no special features traceable directly to famine, though it is beyond a doubt that 
the famine has tended to make it more deadly. 

7, I now come to consider the different classes of people affected by this high 
death-rate from ordinary causes excluding cholera. As a rule the death·rate is higher 
among the people in reduced circumstances, but tbis was only to be expected. 

. No cases of death by starvation were discovered, and Mirza Zaffar Ali in his report 
writes :-

.. The enquiries made showed that deaths from all causes, took place amongst every 
class of people with almost equal frequency, and in proportion to the population of each 
class." 

The figures in the stat~ments in thls connection give one very little help in drawing 
auy inferences owing to the impossibility of gauging with any accuracy the proportion of 
the community coming under each head. The only column which seenis to call for any 
remark is that showing deaths among distressed families not in receipt of relief. As 
regards these the consensus of opinion by the officers making the enquiry is that although 
distressed they were not absolutely destitute, and only one specific hard case is mentioned. 
This occllrred in the Hansi Tahsil, and Lula Sansar Chand saya .' the woxr.a.n was the wife 
of a biswadar who himself had gone away to an unknown place for labour, lea'ring her 
uuprovided for at home"; so that although she WaR badly off and might bave been relieved 
from thE> charitable funds, yet she had her husband's land to fall back upon. 

l!. Practically the same remarks as in paragraph 7 apply to the figures showing de.ths 
among proprietors tenants, and mt niala.. The figures seem fairly equally distributed 8S a 
rule, but in Bhiwani Tahsil the I roportion of deaths among the proprietor class seems 
higher than in the other tahsils. Similarly, in Sirsa it seems smaller. No special 

, explanation is forthcomit;tg for these fluctuations. The conditions of the Bhiwani and 
Sirsa '['ahails were more similar to one another than those of other tabsils, but probably 
something may be traced to the fact that in Sirsa the proprietor class are more given, in 
times of scarcity, to leaving their holdings in search of eruployment in more favoured 
partR than they are elsewhere in the district. 

9. Before leaving this part of the subject I wish to refer again to the heavy 
mo:otalily among children. Lala Sansar Chand, in his report on his enquiries in the Hausi 
Tahsil, gives it as his opinion that, apart from measles and small-pox, some of the high 
mortality was traceable to the exposure of the children to the fierce heat on the tank 
works, and to the parents being ulJable to give them proper attention. He says .. all thea .. 
ciroumstances, I am informed, which were inseparable from the working" of Central Famin" 
Tanks, hastened to bring on fever in the tender constit.utions of children, and to the 
consequent reduotion of the juvenile population of the district to snch an alarming extent." 
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Lala Sanear Chand has gone intO this qnestion of infant mortality, and shows that in the 
Hansi Tahsil, ont of a total of 196 deaths, 153 were of children below the age of 1.2, while 
he shows the t.otal nnmber of deaths among those who had been relieved on tanks. of "U 
ages, as 31. His argnments, therefore, against large famine camps do not appear to have 
mnch fonndation. On the other hand, on the Bame subject, Mirz" Zaffar Ali, in his report. 
spoaking of Mirathal village, in the Bhi wani Tahsil, eays :-U For instance, in Mitathal, 
where no epidemic disease prevailed, no case of death was found to be in any way 
cnnnected with famine. Of the 37 persons who died here of fever 24 were children. The. 
parents of· 15 of the latter used to work on Tigrana tank, of seven were in good 
circnmstances, and of two received gratnitous relief. Now, in villages, the number of 
families which may be said to be in good circnmstBnces while a. severe famine is prevalent 
does not exceed half that of the families who are in distress; rather, it. is generally less. 
It therefore cllnnot be sai,! that the deaths of the child.ren whose p.\l'ellts repaired to t·he 
relief work were in any way due to their not being properly looked after or being exposed 
to the snn at the mnk." The conclusion I come to', therefore, which 'has been more or less 
my opinion all along, is that the measures taken at the relief works to provide shade from 
the sun for the children, and to look after them by providing medical attendance and 
special diet where necessary, were ample, and that little or no incrense in the death-rate 
among children can be traced to· o"el'-exposnre and want of attention on the works; and, 
in fact, I am strongly convinced that in a severe famine in this country it is the duty of 
the famine administrator to take special care of the children, as the parents are apt to 
neglect them owing to their snperior claims of hunger. -

10. 1 now tnrn to a comparison of the death-rates of irri!\<Lted and nnirrij:-ated 
villages. In order that a comparison may be easily made between the two, I have had the 
death-rate for each village rnn ont as so many per thonsand of the inhabitants for the period 
nnder enqniry from all canses and from all other canses exclnding cholera. The only thing 
which introdnces a factor of nncertainty as to the valne of the resnlt is that for the popnla
tion of the villages we are dependent on figures whiohare ten years old, and in the case of 
nnirrigated villages reliable information as to the number of people who had left their 
villages in search of employment elsewhere were not always forthcoming. Where they 
could be discovered approximately, they have been allowed for in calculating the death-rate 

It mUBt be, I think, that • good 
many distressed people gathered in 
Ha.nsi limd Hissar. They were the 
regular halting plaoes of Bikaneria 
&0., who used to enoamp on the old 
oa.nal bank: and elsewhere. 

H. O. F .A.N8BA WIll 
Oommis8i9ner, Delhi. 

per thoussnd. The result is rather peculiar in the Hise ... 
and Hansi Tahsils, the rates for the irrigated villages are 
higher than for the nnirrigated villages, and in the 
remaining three tshsils-Bhiwani, Sirea, and Fatshabad
the opposite is the case .. It is difficult to eay what the 
explanation of this can be. The irrigated village of Hansi 
certainly used to be very unhealthy owing to water
logging, but since the extension of the Western Jumna 
Canal by the opening of the Sirsa and other branches this 

has ceased to be the case. It may be that although the water-logging has oeased there is 
some residue of the nnhealthiness still remaining. 

It must be remembered that no detaile,j enqniries were made on the spot in the case 
of the irrigated vijlages to test the cor'rectness of the returns, but yet it is remarkable that 
cholera seems tooC..ve displayed a marked preference for nnirrigated villages. This wonld 
prollably be due to the better water-supply in the former. 

11. Again, it is aleo notic'eable in the canal villages that small-pox and measles were 
prevalent. This seems to have been specially the case in Hansi and Sirea. This would 
again point to the fact that it was mainly among infants that the mortality was excessive. 
It therefore seems that, excluding cholera, small-pox, and measles, the season, though 
deoidedly nnhealthy, was not so very abnormally unhealthy after all. 

12. In conclusion;'I ri.ayremark that it is probable that the popnlation of irrigated 
villages has been underestimated owing.to the tendency of people to move to irrigated 
tracts, and that the oOl\verse would probably be true of the unirri.cated villages. ThiB 
would tend to decrease the rate per thousand of the canal villages, and to incrOllSe that of 
the nnirrigated villages. 
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StatB~lI!nt showing tho Resllit of Enquiry m'Ul. regarding High Death-rate in certain Villages of the His8ar District d""ing the Weeks 
"'om 1st April to 12th "[ay, 1900. 
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ABSTRAOT. 

Ropord ~r Deaths in Si:J: of tM Largest Irrigated Villages of lIVery Tahsil in tM 
Hi88ar District in which tM Largest Death-rats has occurred from lst Ap"!' 
to 12th May. 1900. 

I Average per 
De1ail of Deaths. Thousand on 

Population. 
III I! j 1 ,; 

m j Taha!ls. ~ I Ramarb. 
d 

'l! j 0 0 

[ " i iii 
.. 

.8 i! m I .9 J 
i 1 " oS I 

~ i~ 
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~ " : 0 

I &: ~ ~o z 0 ., ~ 

Risaar ... ... 6 6,941 80 18 85 6 189 20 16 

JUne! ... ... 6 9,628 78 85 148 29 841 86 28 

Bhiw'nI - .. ~ ... 6 6,827 - 1 75 11 87 18 IS 

Fatahabad ... ... 6 14,414 - 2 91 14 107 1 7 

Bina ... ... ... 6 7~175 4 ~_44. 14 84 12 12 

Grand Total ... - 44)880 112 128 1444 74 758 17 

1 
14 

Record of Deaths in Si:J: of the Largest Irrigated VillageS of every Tahsil in ths 
Hi88ar Di8trict in which the Largest Death-rate has Oceu1 ... ed from 18t April to 
12th May, 1900. . 
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I 

Population. 

i 
e ~ Names of Villagea. ~ Remarka. '0 

<'S '" j '" ~ 
0 .. .. 
" = . " ~ f 
m ]1 ji j i l 

oS 

! 0 

i~ ~ 0 ... ~ ]0 ... 0 -
1 2 H 4 6 6 7 8 9 10 11 . 

Gang_wa ... ... 1,078 29
1 

9 8 1 47 44 17 

LaDdheri ankh Lambran 1,198 - I 5 17 1 2S 19 19 

~ Adampur 1,128 I 
19 1 2G .18 18 ... ... - -

! H_tarabam ... .. 972 - 8 12 1 16 16 16 = 
Satrand KM. ... ... 1,4U 1 I 18 - 20 Ii 13 

Lidwa ... ... ... 1,ISl - - 11 2 13 11 11 

I-- -------
Total ... ... 8,94:1 so 18 85 6 139 20 16 

I-

Ratara ~~ ... ... 1,465 19 89 11 10 89 61 46 

Snltanpur ... ... 1,641 - 6 S8 4 48 81 81 

J 
Nalwa ... ... ... 1,088 41 16 7 2 66 ·61 2S . 
Kawarl ... ... ... 1,2M 4 17 84 4 59 48 46 
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Beoord 0/ Deaths in Si3: 0/ th8 Larges.t Irrigated Villagea 0/ every Tahsil in tlls 
HUlar District in which tlls Largeat Death-rate hae occurred from lit April 

,to 12th May. 1900-continued_ • 
. 

Detail ot Deaths. 
A ... rage per 

ThoU8&Dd on 
Population.. 
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-
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Statemellt showing tM r .... lt 0/ enquiry matk regarding high death-rate in certain Villag .. of tM HiBBar DUtmt during tM weeTa from, 
_ _ lBt April to 12th May, 1900. 
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Enclosure'.2 in No. '108; 

Letter from ,iie~tenant~Colon.e1 D .. J. Bamb,J1:; I. ~w..S., Sanitar!l Commill>ii()~e~ .. 
Punjab, to the Commissioner and Superintendent, Delhi Division, No. 25~1, 
dated Lahore" .22nd September, 1900, ," I 

" n:um! the'honollrtorep<,lrt,'that1 proceeded on 'the 21st August,190()', tAT 
Delhi; Hiilsar artd'Rohtak to' 'investig.atewhat V'arieties of fever . 'were .:aU$ing: 
the 'great mortality .. ' I bad alre.'ldy written to the Civil Surgeons of Delhi 3nd 
Hi.sar, Major Cunninghatn'lirid Dr; We'stoh;askin/r'them to find; oiltwhethe'I" 
reJar.sing o~'fa1-hine, £evef'Wasth~ cause 'or"partofth~ mortality by exa';ll~nlng' 
spedmens of blood under the mlCroscope,'and to notice whether tM spIrlllum\ 
that is the&ulieof famine" feV'er was'to be seell; The answer I received waf/' 
that the spirillum was not to be seen, the symptOms not being distinct 
enougH 'tdpoint out exactly the form of rever. .'. ,,' " .' " 

'2. ' I considered it would be adVisable to· try whether enteric 'and, Malta 
feverf 'were' present by trying 'the blood by the sedimentation or serum: tiisti ' 
This test consists· of taking a.' few drops of blood' from 'Ii person who is' 
suffering or has suffered from a continued fever, diluting it in definite pro· 
portiohs; and 'then mixing it with: R, solution containing the mierobes of enteric, 
or Malta fever.' The highest dilution usually used 'is 1, 'in 40, but a reaction; 
sometimes occurs in dilutions as high as 1 in 1,200. The blood serum will, 
only cause agglutination and sedimentation of the microbes, which are causing 
the disease and has no effect on any other variety. For this purpose I 
provided myself with small sealed glass tubes, to collect the blood. 

I also took microscopic slides to look for the spirillum of famine fever in 
case the blood did not react to either enteric or Malta fever. 

3. I went first to. Delhi. Here I found two cases of continued fever 
under treatment in the Civil· Hospital. I obtained specimens of blood from 
theBe two cases. Major Cunningham kindly inquired from native practitioners 
whether I might see cases in the city, but none were forthcoming. I think 
one reason for none being forthcoming may have been an objection to under· 
going the prick required to draw the blood . 

. 4. From Delhi I went to Hissar and was able to obtain specimens from 
three cases. 

A number of cases from the town came, but after I had pricked two cases 
the rest disappeared. I returned to Delhi en route to Rohtak. While passing 
throu~h, at Major Cunningnam'srequest, nvliii able to take a specimen from an 
}i;uraslan, who was very glad to have the diagnosis of his disease settled. At 
Rohtak I was only able to obtain specimens from .wo persons, no others 
coming forward. . 

I took the specimens from these eight cases to the Pasteur InRtitute at 
Kasauli for examination. Of the three cases from Delhi, one proved to be 
Malta fever, one to have suffered from Malta and enteric fever, and one from 
neither. 

The microscopic slide with the blood of the last case was stained and 
examined under the microscope, but no sprilla were visible. Of the three 
cases from Hissar, one reacted strongly to the test for enteric fever and slightly 
to that fbr Mlllta fever. This shows that the patient is suffering from enteric 
fever and suffered some time previously from Malta fever. The second case 
reacted to Malta feyer, and the third to enteric fever. Of the two cases from 
Rohtak, one reacted to the test for Malta feyer and the other to the test for 
enteric feyer. So that altogether three cases were suffering fl'om Malta fever, 
nnd one from Malta and enteric fever, the one previously to the other, two cases 
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were Buffering from enteric fever, and one suffering from enteric fever had 
BOme time previously suffered from Malta fever. Major Semple, R.A.M.e., 
Director of the Pasteur Institute, vouches for the above results. My thanks 
are clue to Major Semple for the time and trouble he took in the matter. 

5. I gathered from the Civil Surgeons that the continued fevers that 
have prevailed during the famine were much of the same character as those I 
saw. I think we may fairly consider that the mortality from fever in the 
famine area has' been to some extent caused by Malta and enteric fever. 
Though ordinarily the mortality from Malta fever is small, about 2 to 3 per 
cent., yet in people debilitated by want the mortalitY is certain to be high. It 
may not be out of place to mention here that for a considerable time Medical 
Officers in India have noticed that there is. a form of continued fever which 
was neither enteric nor remittent fever. This now proves to be Malta fever. 

Captain Lamb, I.M.S., has lately found this to be the case in Bombay. 

Dr. Wright and Major Semple had previously found at Netley Hospital 
that Bome of the men invalided from India for enteric fever showed by the 
serum reaction that they had suffered from Malta and not enteric fever. 

6. I would suggest that all Civil Surgeons be provided with the means 
for collecting and testing the blood, so that they could clear up the diagnosis in 
doubtful cases. 
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EXTRACTS FROM DISTRICT MONTHLY 'REPORTS. 

No. 109. 

REMARKS FOB FOUR WEEKS ENDING 28TH APRIL, 1900. 

AKor,A DIS'l'llICT. 

In view of the famine conditions having now become more -acute, and it 
bein~ desirable to be prepared for people with their dependants who are now 
on the works returning to their homes, thE' village relief is being expanded. 

Arrangements are being made to open 49 State kitchens in the district. 
The principle of working these kitchens is to feed those who are in want and 
cannot work, especially children, at or near their own villages. 

A sum of Rs. 35,190 has been subsc~ibed up to end of the month by 
private persons in the' district. Of this amount Rs. 18,000 have been realized, 
and for the present Rij. 1.'1,000 fr01l\ the sum collected have been set apart for 
purchase of seed to be distributed amongst poor cultivators. Bes~des this, 
Rs. 3,000 have been set apart for di.tributing clothes to the poor people on 
relief works, in poor-houses and in villages. The distribution will be made by 
the gazetted Inspecting Officers in the district. 

The water· supply at the several relief works was sufficient. 
The physical condition of the people on the works was fair. 
There were a few cases of cholera in the relief camps at Shirasgaon, 9tl 

mile, and Garadgaon. Immediate steps were taken to ascertain the cause of 
the outbreak and to stamp out the disease. 

, There were a few cases of small.pox in the relief camps at Garadgaon, 
Mohidipur, Khadki Takli, Ghusar, Akatwara and Chincholi. 

No deaths from starvation have been reported. 
The food.grains in the district were sufficient and the prices were 

stationary. . 
The prices of jowari, 2nd sort, and of rice, 3rd· sort, were, on the 

28th April, 1900, a8 under:-

1 

JOW&l'. I. Rioe. 

Dietrlot. 

I I sn. Ob. en. Ob. 

Akola ... ... ... 9 8 9 0 

. Akot ... ... .. . 9 8 8 0 

Balapur ... ... ... 10 0 9 0 

Khamgaon , . ". 10 0 9 0 

Pathur ... . .. ... 9 II 9 0 

Jalgaon ... ... ... 9 8 9 0 



AMRAon DISTRICT. 

General charq,cter 0/ relief u,prks.-Metal collecting, water· supply and 
road-making. 

General condition 0/ the people.-Generally satisfactory. 
Deaths from starvation.-There were no deaths from starvation, during the 

period under report. 
Food stock.-Sufficiel).t for present requirements • 

. 'Yinpdrlatwn 0/ grain:-Rice and wheat were largely imported by rail into 
the district. 

General cOfzdition and Pl'osp/1,cts 0/ thc'aj'pcted area.-The whole of the 
district is seriously affected on account of total taihire of kharif and rabi crops. 

BASIM DISTRICT. 

Physical condition 0/ the people.-Generally good. 
Deatlts due to starvation.-Nil. 

. ,Condition and prospects 0/ affected area.-The kharif crops mostly failed I 
and rabi crops which had been sown in parts of Basim and .Mangrul Taluqa, 
hf!.vP all withered up, except irrigated wheat in a few places which have now 
been reaped. The :outturn has been five annas in the rupee. 

Changes in· rates 0/ wa,qes.-Labourers that could be had fur three annu.s 
whl'n jowar was selling at its normal price are n'ow, working for two annas 
per diem. 

General characteristic 0/ works.-Raising the bund .of. a tank, making. 
reser'Voirs·in tanks, breaking stone-metal and making.'roads. 

Food stocks.- Sufficient for the present. 
Importation 0/ grain.-Rice is being imported. 
Works on the programme are sufficient for the next three months. 

BULDANA DISTRICT. 

Private relief is given in large towns' in Mulkapur and Mehkar Talnqs 
and by selling jowari cheaper and by giving doles. 

.. Village and· 'poor-holtslIrelief-VilIagedole is' given throughout! the 
district, and poor-houses are'opened at Chikhli,Mehkar, aiJd Mulkapurl ,'; 

Character 0/ reli~f works.-. . Stone-breaking generally. 
" .' Physical condition of peqple.-Fair. 

Deaths from starvation.-Ten. 
Food stocks. --Sufficient for the present. 
Importation of ,arain.-4,295 maunds of grain were imported by rail to 

Mulkapur. . 
General condition and prospects of affected area.-General condition-, Bad. 

Fodder~Irisiifficlent: ·Prospects-.· Bad. Water-Scarce. , 
Changes ill rate oj ua,qes and_other matters~-Mimi~um wage raised from 

9t chattaks to 12 ehattaks. -

ELLICHPUR DIIi\TRICT. 

Ellicl.pur and Daryapur T~luqs. 

1"h,llsicai conditions of the people.-The gerieral condition..of the people is 
still wonderfully good, Bud the number on the relief works is not considered 

likely to increase much. Many. of the nursing 
• Sic. .childrtm· are yery emaciated, and t1!ere is con-

. Qidp.1'A ble Dlo~lity 'al~ong ·them, [JotwithFtar ding 
that the m(.thers are given light tasks, or none if! their children are sickly, and. 



all emooiated infants are fed five times a day 'I'fidl~ll!illld8B8ed;,mil,k;.), The 
children fed at the kitchens on works and the workers themselves are in 
!!tirO condition .. '1:here'is somEl:cholera in' t~e' ~istrict' arl\i ",ithf iil6l#Ii~.t~ ,h~~ 
Increased, hut It IS lower than It was at this time of yeAr Itt f891, 'when the 
plain taluqs 'fere laut,slightlyl!1fected by the !!~rcity • .'. le. " ,i'" ",.;;' 

,,, 'Gerteral.c()ndi~on and pr'ospecrs oJ affected area."-~lIhd is' beihlti)nip,~4 
for the kharif SOWIngs. There has been great mortahty among' plough cattle, 
but it is not anticipated that very much land will remain uncultivated. 

Chan.qes in the rates of wuyt8.-None , bdt that the minimum wage has 
been raised from one anna (9~ chattaks) to one anna 3 pies (12 chattaks). 

Sutficie"cy of pro9ramme.-T.p~ prozrapime provides for over 2,300 
workers for the next three moq.th~, whic!t.'is l'lelieved to be an ample provision, 
as many workers are likely to leave the works as soon as the raips commence. 

The Conservator' ot Forests has favoured 'm~ 'with' t'Jiefollo'wing notes 
regarding the Melghat :-

Private relief-Practically confined' to' that afforded by the Korku 
Mission, which has given liberal aid in connection with superviSion il) ~ving 
aid to large numbers of weavers· and basket-makers, and in giving special food, 
&c., to the sick andsOlTY' The Mission has·also,taken over .all our leIlers' and 
has employed large numbers of labourers on Mission buildings, &q., &lc. I 
cannot express too warmly nur' obligations to the Mission for the aid given, '\I!i$D 
so much common sense and true liberality. The Sisters of the Cross at 
Chikalda have, managed 0,' branth' poor-house for' Government, and given aid 
from their Miasion .. f=ds .. tosome 50 poor familieswho.they are settlinlt'"in-e 
Mission villng e. 

Poor, house and villa.qe reli~f-The number of poor-houses is still three, 
while village relief is afforded at about 19 centres placed equally ,about the 
Taluk with reference to population. . .• 

. ill ~I! , 

General character of relief lCorks.-The cultivation of fi,elds. by hand is the 
main relief work, while four new roads are under construction'."· . 

Practically, e.nyone wanting work can obtain it, J!ave in'abandoned water
lesR tracts, within eight miles of his huuije. The individual works have to be 
small as to numbers owing to a short supply of water. Timber, bamboo, and 
grass work still afford aid. ..., 

, . Physical condition of the people.-, As yet still fair, but there is a marked 
fall off !n. condit~on .since mat and ,Gover~ment grass work stopped,.a~ tq~ 
people dlshke llultlvatlOn and defer gomg to It, 8S long a~ they can. , . ,. . 

• , ., 'f • ,,' '. ! 

Deaths from .tarvation.-One reported, but the deaths ofmanY'Bufferi!lg 
from different diseuses have been accelerated by want. Duni poo~-house has had 
about five deaths per week .. Gatan and Chikalda are more healthy and: havt 
not sujfered hea~ly. ' ", 

Food siocks.-Sufficient for current month. 

WUN DISTRICT. 

Genero-L/ ~haracter of" relief works.-Breaking of stone metal.' 

Physical ronditionof thepeople.-Fair. 
I " :} . ' " . 

Deaths fr,~m slarvation.~ 'I:wo, as. reported 'by the Police_ A wanderer; 
name not known, supposed to be BanJara by caste, aged about 10 years, was 
found dead on the 14th April, 1900, on the road leading from Bori to Badgaon 
in . the bO\l~dar:y ,of Pandurna. D~eased presumably had no ,food for some 
days. 1'h<l body was sent for post· mortem to the Medical Ufficer, Darwa, who 
certilied that death was probably due to starvation .. , , 

" . . . .. 
'. "DeceaSed's' IlIlme . and caste not known, probably a 1ionll or Audh, aged 

auout5ll years, was found dead in the field of one Had Sonlll' of Karolain the 
Heivri station 'range:' 'The Station· Home Officer held' the inquest and the 
~'pinion was th"t death was due to starvation. . 
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Food ,tOck.-. Sufficient • 

. , Information a, to the 8ufficieney of work, and the requirements tor the nelllt 
tAree monthl.-Ample. 

There have been several village poor-houses opened from private fundI, 
and there are something iike 1,000 persons receiving relief over and above the 
fil{llres quoted. 

REMARKS FUR FOUR WEEKS ENDING 26TH MAY, 1900. 

AKOLA DISTRICT. 

Private relief in the shape of cheap grain shops was afforded, and private 
charity in the form of doles was given in each of the five Taluqs in the District. 

During the month 48 State kitchens or "khichri-khanal" were est3blisht:d 
in the district. 

The food served out at these kMchri-khanas is on the following scale :-

-' Coar .. 1y GronDd 
Juar. 

Chat&ks. 
Adults . . ... ... ... .. . ... 7 

Children between 10 and 14 ... ... . .. 4t 
I Children between 7 and 10 ... ... . .. at 

Children be low 7... • ... ... .. . 21 
I 

To every seer of coarsely ground juar is added 2 chataks of dhall of the 
cheapest variety (excepting lukh), one chatak of salt, t chatak of oil' and 2 
tolas chillies and the whole boiled to such a consistency that one chatak of the 
dry ration equals about 5 chataks of cooked food. 

A sum of Rs. 42,000 has been allotted to this District from the Charitable 
Relief Fund. Of this amount Rs. 18,000 have been set apart for purchase of 
plough bullocks and the remainder for purchase of seed. The same is being 
distributed amongst the poor cultivators. 

, 2,046 weavers owning 68!! looms are being relieved in this District under 
Section 140 of the Revised Famine Code for the Hyderahad Assigned Districts, 
and up to the end of month under report a sum of Rs. 3,470 has' been advanced 
to them. Rs. 15,298-3-3 have been spent on purchase of cloths turned out by 
the weavers relieved, consisting of dhotis, turbans, carpets and sanes, and these 
are being carefully stored to be sold at the end of the famine period. 

The water supply at the several relief works was sufficient. 

The physical condition of the people on the works was on the whole fair. 

There were some cases of cholera in the relief camps at Sirasgaon, 9th mile, 
Garudgaon, Ghusar, Wagholi, Khadki, Takli and Aktwada. There is no 
cholera now at these camps. 

There were a few cases of small-pox at some of the relief camps in thi~ 
district. 
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No deaths from starvation have been reported during the month, but in 
March last a suspected case of death from starvation was reported by the 
Municipal Committee, ::ihegaon. 

The food grains in this district were sufficient and the prices were 
stationary. 

AMRAOTI DISTRICT. 

Poor·houses have so far been started at Amraoti town, Amraoti camp, 
Thugaon, Kholapur, Zawali, Murtizapur, Dhanaj, Karinja and Morsi. The 
number of persolls relieved_at these institutions on the last day of the month 
was 1,827, against 1,237 relieved on the last day of the preceding month. 

Kitchens have been opened on all relief works in progress to afford relief to 
dependants on workers. . 

Khichri·khanas or State kitchens apart from those attached tQ relief works 
have so far been opened in two villages, where 317 persons were relieved 
gratuitously:. Six more Khichri.khanas -have. sin!!ebeen opened, and smne 
more are bemg opened. 

General character of relief works.-Road making, water supply and 
metal collecting. 

General condition of the people.-Generally satisfactory. 

Deaths from starl,ation.-There were no deaths from starvation during the 
month under report. 

Food slock.-Sufficient for present requirements. 

Importation of grain.-Rice and wheat were largely imported by rail into. 
the district. . 

General condition and prospects of the affected area.-The whole of the, 
district is seriously affected. 

BASIM DISTRICT. 

Poor·holtsBs.-There were 11 poor· houses open under the management of 
the District Board during the month. 

The village relief is also given under the management of the District 
Board. . . 

There were also 26 State kitchens open under the management of the 
District Board. . 

Physical condition of the people.-Generally good. 

Deaths due to starvation.-One. He was a wanderer. His residence is
not known. 

, . 
Condition and -prospects of affected area.-The kharif crops mostly failed, 

and rabi crops which had been sown in parts of Basim and Mangrul Taluqs 
have all withered up except irrigated wheat in a few places which had yielded 
an outturn of five annas in the rupee. . 

. General character of work.-Raising the bund of a tank, making reservoirs 
in tanks, breaking stone metal and making roads. . . 

Food stock.-Sufficient for the present. 

importation of grain.-Ri.ce is being imported. 

Works on the programme are sufficient f~r the next three months. 
J(1666 2Y 
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BULDANA DISTRICT. 

Private reli~f is given in large towns of Malkapur and Mehkar Taluq~ 
by giving doles to poor people. 

Village and poor-house reli~f.-Village dole is given throughout the 
district and poor-houses are opened at Chikhli, Mehkar and Malkapur, and State 
kitchens are also open. 

Character of relief works. "':"'Stone breaking ~nd railway ballast and earth· 
work, &c.' . 

Phy,~ical condition of people.-Fair. 

Deaths from starvation.-Nif. 

Food stock. -Sufficient for the present. 

.... ELLICHPUR DISTKICT. 

. Physical condition of the people.-No important change. The condition of 
the people who remain in the villages is generally good. but some of those who 
had been supporting themselws by grass cutting in the hills have come back in 
very reduced condition now that that form of employment has been exhausted, 
and the only (apparent) ease of death from starvation reported was that of one 
of these returned grass cutters. The Circle Inspector found that he was not 
getting food at home, and as a kitchen had been opened four miles off under 
recent orders, sent hi,m to it instead of having him fed in the village, and he 
died on the road. 

The people and children on the relief works are generally in good condition, 
though here and there an emaciated child of a new comer will be seen. The 
state of the children fed on milk shows some improvement; but many of them 
are still miserable objects, and there is great mortality among them, a good deal 
of it being due to heat. 

Scale uf wages.- There was no change during the month, but the price of 
grain has since gone up and the rate of wages must follow. 

General character of relief works.-Small works like cultivation in villages 
WE'.re in course of organization with· the obj!lct of breaking up the large gangs, 
save on a few roads where the people are being hutted for the rains. 

. . 
Physical condition of the people.-There has been a full-off. during the 

month, and signs of scurvy have been noticed as wild vegetables and fruits are 
searce and garden produce not procurable. 

Food stock.-Sufficient. 

Import of grain.-The collection of stores for the rains has commenced and 
is makmg fair progress. A grant for tne relief works of 1900-1901 was 
received on 20th an? facilitated the work of import. 

Condition and prospects of affected area.- No change. 

WUl.f DISTRICT. 

Private relief.-Five poor-houses have been opened out in the Darwab 
Taluq. 

Villa,qe relief has been started from 1st June, 1900, in the Yeotmal and 
Darwah Taluqs. 

General character of relief works.-Breaking ofstone metal. 

Phy.~ical condition of the people.-Fair. ' 

Death3 from starvation.-Two. 

Food 8to~k.-Sufficient. 



BBRAR. 349 

, No. 111. 

REMARKS FOR FIVE WEEKS ENDING 30TH JUNE, 1900. 

, -AKOLA DISTRICT. 

During the month 75 State kitchens or " khichri-khanas" Were opened in 
the district. 

During the month of report a sum of Rs. 32,200 was allotted for purchase 
of plough bullocks and seed-for the former Rs. 14,200 and Rs. 18,000 for the 
latter object. The amount of local subscriptions realized during the month was 
Rs.9,037. 

1,726 w~vers owning 700 looms were relieved during the month under 
section 140 of the Famine Code, and Rs. 9,147-8-9 were spent in purchasing 
cloths turned out by the weavers relieved. The initial. expenditure works out 
to Rs. 5-4-9 per head per mensem. . 

The water-supply at the several relief camps was sufficient. 

The physical condition of the people on the works was, on the whole, 
fair. 

There were some cases of cholera and small-pox in the relief camps in this
district. 

No deaths from starvation have been reported during the month. 

The food grains in the district were sufficient and the prices were 
stationary. 

AMRAOTI DISTRICT. 

Private relief. 

Poor-houses have so far been started at Amraoti town, Amraoti camp. 
Thugaon, Kholapur, Yawali, Murtizapur, Karinja, Dhanaj, and Morsi. The 
number of persons relieved on the last day of the period under report was 2,499 
against 1,827 reported in the return of the preceding month. 

, D)lring the period under report khichri khanas were opened in 22 villages 
in 'the Amraoti taluq, 8 villages in the Murtizapur taluq, 37 villages in the 
Chandur taluqj and in 25 villages in the Morsi taluq. The number of pers:ms 
relieved at these institutions on 30th June, 1900, was 15,628, and they are 
more than £ths children, and in good condition on arrival. 

Kitchens have been opened on :all relief works in progress to alford relief 
to dependants or workers. . 

Generaz character of relief works.-Road making, water-supply and metal 
collecting. • 
. Genp,ral condition of the pBople.-Generally satisfactory. 

Deaths from starvation.-, There were no deaths from starvation during the 
month under report. 

Food-stock.-Sufficient for present requirements. 

Importation of grain.-Rice and wheat were largely imported by rail into 
the district. -
. General condition and prospects of the affected area.-General condition is 
good and, with the recent rain, the prospects also are decidedly good. 

BASIM DISTRIGT. 

Pllor-hous,s.-There were 8 poor-houses open under the management of 
the district board during the month. 

10368 IYI 
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There were also 58 State kitchens oP!)!} under the management of the 
district board, and one under the management of the Basim Municipality. 

Physical condition of the people.-Generally good. 

Deaths 'due to starvation.-Nil. 

Condition and prospects of ailected area.-' The sowing of jowari, urad, 
mung, tur, 'and cotton is in progress in parts of the district. 

Food stock.-Suflicient for the present. 

Importation ol.qrain.-Rice is being imp:>rted. 

BULDANA DISTRICT. . ' 

Private l'elief is given in large towns in Malkapur taluq. 

Village and poor-house reliej.-Village dole is given throughout the 
district and three poor-honses and State kitchens are opened in the district; 
village works have also been opened. 

Character of relief works.-Stone-breaking and railway ballast and earth-
works, &c., and repairing road, &c. ' 

Physical condition of pe(lple.-Fair. 

Deaths from starvation.-Nil. 

Food stock.-Sufficient for the present. 

Importation of grain.-' 1,856 maunds of grain imported by rail at Malkapur. 

General condition and prospects of affected area.-General condition bad; 
fodder scarce; water scarce; prospects bad. 

,ELLICHPUR DISTRICT. 

Ellichpur and Daryapur Taluqs. 

Physical condition of the people.-There seems to me to have been a marked 
cbange in the appearance of the people of late, and the number in badly 
reduced condition has larg~ly increased. Many have quite come to the end of 
their resources and all have lost heart lately owing to the holding off'of the 
rains. There has been little or no employment in the fields of late, especially 
for women, and the labouring classes have lost all self-respect and are clamour
ing to be fed. Under the orders in force only those eligible for relief under 
chapter V. of the code, and the emaciated from sta~ation may be fed, but thos'e 
refused food at kitchens 7 or 8 miles off have been coming to the headquarters 
kitchens in the hope of getting relief there, and crowds have been coming to 
me to ask for orders for food. The numbers on the regular relief camps have 
"increased from 14,083 at the end of May to 17,621, but it is not desirable that 
they shOUld be crowd~d with more people than watertight huts have been 
provided for, and village relief works are being opened as quickly as possible, 
,and it is hoped that all on the programme will be. started within the next week 
or so. And fortunately there has now been a change in the weather and there 
is every appearance of the monsoon having commenced. If so, people will 
take heart again; there will soon be plenty of field labour, and the cattle will 
get fodder, but we have been passing through a critical time lately. Some very 
bad cases of emaciation have been .een among children and others coming to 
the works and kitchens lately, but generally speaking the children on relief are 
in good enough condition. 

The relief workers were being paid at the eight-seer rate at nearly all 
works. It is said that the rates for field labour for men (there is no work for 
women at present) were being kept up by the rates at relief works, but in 
view of the limited demand for labour and the increase in the numbers on the 
work of late, I do not think that that can be true. 
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WUN DISTRICT. 

Private 'relief.-There are now. four private poor-houses in the Darwha 
taluq. The one at Darwha waR turned into a Government poor-house. 

,r.", Villa.Q8 and 'poor~house relief-Village relief, peor-houses and. kitchens have 
been started in all the taluqs. 

General character of relief works.-There are four relief works of stone· 
breaking. . 

. Physical condition of the people.-Good . 

. J)eaths from starvation.-Nil. 

Food stocks.-Sufficient. 

No. 112. 

RE~ARKS FOR FOUR WEEKS ENDING 28TH JULY, 1900. 

A.KOLA DISTRlC1·. 

During the month 24 large works were carried, on in the district, consisting 
of earthwork and stone-breaking, and three small works consisting of carrying 
metal from the quarries to the roadsides. 

Two relief works, 'namely, Kharab and Gharudgaon, were closed during the 
month, and three railway camps were opened, one at Barsi Takli, the second at 
Tandalwari, and the third at Hiwerkheir. . 

On works where there are no kitchens, the dependants are either. fed in 
the khichri khanas near their homes, or are given grain dole. Since the close 
of the month, several other relief works have been converted into works without 
camps. 

During the month there were seven poor-houses open . 
• 

. During the month 101 State kitchens, or khichri khanas, were open in the 
district. 

Since the close of the month several more kitchens have be~n opened • 

. During the month of report a sum of Rs. 80,000 from the Charitable Relief. 
Fund was distributed for the purchase of plough bullocks and seed; for the 
former object Rs. '63,000, and Rs. 17,000 for the latter. The amount of 
local subscriptions realised during the month of July, 1900, was Rs.754. This 
makes up a total of Rs. 33,281 on account oflocal subscriptions. 1,652 weavers 
owning 710 looms were relieved during the month under section 140 of the 
Famine Code, and Rs. 9,018-15-0 were spend in purchaRingcloths turned out by 
thl.' weavers relieved. The initial expenditure works out to Rs. 5-7-,4 per 
head per. mensem. 

The water-supply at the several relief camps was sufficient. 

The physical condition of the people on works was good. 

There were a few caRas of cholera alj.d small-pox in some of the relief 
camps in this district. 

Two suspicious cases of death from starvation have been detected in the 
• district. The matter is under police enquiry. 

The food grains in the district were sufficient, and- the prices were 
ltationary. 
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AMRAOTI DISTRICT. 

. . P.rivate relie/,-,, ReHef in shap,e of selling jowari. cheap to those who cannot 
~1r6rd tobuyit ,at ~rkep ~te ')Vas. provided byopening(cheap:graiII,shop~ Illj 
Amraoti, Murtizapur, KaranJa, Dhamangaon, Chandur, and some other villages 
inthe:district.· . llttbe Chandur. Taluq privatereliefwa~affordedby establishing 
so-called poor-houses in nine villages, and by distributing village 'dole in 112 
y,ii)ages,. tht\liailr,. ~~erage 0f.perl!~lJ, thu~ .~elieved being. 5,6 2'~. . Similar. .relief 
was also granted hberally m the remammg three taluqs. l'he information 
regarding the daily average number of persons thus relieved is not available. 

Allotments from the Famine Charitabie Relief Fund were made to many 
cultivators for purchase of plough cattle and seed grain. The ~tatistics for such 
relief are still awaited. 

Village and poor house relief-Relief by village dole was afforded in 
e~ght vil}ages in the.Amragti Tal~,}13 .in t..he .M.ur?zapur Taluq, and in three 
villages III the Morsl Taruq d"iinng the montn under report. The number of 
persons relieved on the last day of the mouth under report was 5,380 against 
6,914 reported in the previous return. 

Poor-houses have so far been started at Amraoti Town, Amraoti Camp, 
Thugaon, Kholapur, Yawali, Murtizapur, Karanja, Dhanaj and Morsi. The 
number of persons' relieved at these institutions on the last day of the' month 
under report was 2,053 against 2,499 reported in the return of the previous 
month. ' 

The number of khichri khanas open on the last day of the month under 
report was 28 in the Amtaoti Taluq, 8. in the Murtizapur Taluq,35 in the 
Chandur Taluq, and 32 in the Morsi· Taluq. The nnmber· of persons, relieved 
at these institutions on the last day was.·18,4.90, against 15,628 reported in the 
previous return .. Of 18,490 persons relieved, 4,426 were adults and 14,064 
children. Kitchens have been opened on a)1 relief works. in progress to afforq 
relief to dependants on workers. the number of adults and children, including 
children in arms, thus gratuitously relieved on the last day of the month under 
report 'WaS 758 and 4,931 respectively. 

General condition of the people.-GeIierally, sa~sfactory. ., 

Deaths from starvati07l.-There were no deaths from starvation during the 
month under report. 

Food stock.-Sufficient for present requirements. 

Importation of grnin.-Rice and wheat were largely imported by rail,i,nt;g 
the district. 

. General rondition and jJro.~pects of the affected area.-General condition is 
good. With the 'recent rain the ryots are very hopeful of a first-class' crop; the 
prospects are also decidedly good. . '.' . . '. . 

.B,ASIM DISTRICT. 

Poor-houses.-There were 6 poor-houses. opened.under.,the management.m 
the District Board during the month. 

The village relief is under the management of the District Board.' There 
were also 93 State kitchens open under the management of the District Board 
and 1 under the management of the Basim Municipality. . 

Physical condition of the people.-Generally good .. 
Deat/III due 10 startlation.-N iI. 
Condition and prospect.' of affected area.-The .kharif crops' are ill good 

condition. 
Food grains.-Sufficient for thll present. 
lmp.ortatiofl oj grqin.""",Rice is being imported in small ,quantities, .. 
Worb on the programme are sufficient. 
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.'" Village and poor - house relief.-Village dole is given throughOut the 
District, and 3 poor-houses aud State kitchens o.nd village works have been 
opened in the District .. 
", ! Character of relief UlorKs."-Stone metal collection and railway ballast and 
earth and tank work, &0. " -

Physical condition.-Fair. 

Food stock.-Sufficient. , , 

"'f' 'importation'lJ'f grain~-" Three thousand m1lounds of grain imported by rai~ 
at Malkapur. . 

General condition and prospects of affected area.-Gener~1 condition fair 
in Malkapur Taluq only. " ' 

Fodder, sufficient. 

Water, sufficient. 

ELLICHPUR DISTRICT. 

Ellichpur and Daryapur Taluqs. 

Private relief-The village 'grainfnnds ha'Ve been exhausted in the 
Ellichpur Taluq, but 85 perllons were being relieved from this source in the 
Daryapur Taluq. 

Villa.qe relief.-In the Ellichpur Taluq 48 village kitchens had heen 
opened by the close of the month and 52 in the Daryapur Taluq-lOO in all. 

Gratuitous relief-2,980 people were being relieved with the grain dole at 
the close of the month against 3,094 at the end of June. The decrease is due 
to the opening of kitchens, the policy being to feed as many as possible with 
cooked rations. 

Poor-houses.-The number of these institutions remains unchanged. The 
number of inmates has fullen from 668 to 613. 

. Changes in rates oj wages.-The decrease in the. price of food grain has' 
lowered the rate of wages from 1 anna and 9 pies to 1 anna and 6 pies in the 
case of'class 1., and from 1 anna 6 pies to 1 anna 3 pies in the case of class 11., 
workers on the large works. It was found that village works were injuriously 
affecting the supply 'of agricultural labour and ryots were complaining that 
they were unable to obtain women to weed their fields. The wage for women 
has therefore been reduced to the equivalent of 10 chataks. This reduction, 
together with the fall in the price bf grain, will no doubt have the effect of 
sending many of the people ,now on village .. works into the fields, and a 
considerable decrease in the numbers may be expected. No B. list works had 
been opened by the end, of the month. The number of villages for which B . 

. lists are necessary is not large, and'it is doubtful whether more than a very few 
will have to be pmployed. 

Deaths from start/ation.-Nil. 

Physical condition of tIle people.-The arrangements for relief are now so 
complete, and it is being given so liberally in the numerous kitchens in all 
parts of the plain taluqs, that no one ought to want for food, and the number 
of wanderers is much reduced. Generally speaking, the condition of the people 
on relief is good and the emaciated ones are only a small proportion of the 
whole. C 

, General condition (lnd prospects of affected area.-There has been a vast 
improvement in the' state of affairs. Ample' rain has 'fallen for the sowings. 
Practically all the uSUlil kharif lands have been sown and some that are usually
kept f?r raM, and ~he young; c:ops ~ave come up well a~d are growin,g 
splendidly. The prICe of gram 18 falling and ample work lU the fields 18 
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obtainable in many parts of the two taluqs and will soon be obtai,nable every. 
where. Altogether the prospects are very satisfactory and it is hoped that the 
end of relief operations is now within view. I have to thank Mr. Bagshawe, 
Conservator of Forests, for the following note on the Melghat. 

Prit"ate reZief-·The Korku Mission has sent us a large quantity of 
American maize for free use in poor· houses and village relief centres, and for 
sale at low rates at cheap shops. The M~88ion has also given, through 
Government Agency, some plough cattle to the'Melghat cultivators. 

Physical condition of the people.-The people not on relief continue to fall 
off in condition, but those in poor-houses, at village centres, and on works are 
in fair condition. ,Cholera has, nearly disappeared, but dysentery and fever are 
very prevalent. 

WON DISTRICT. 

Prit'ate relief.-There are now only two private kitchens in the Darwa 
Taluq which are under the management of private individuals. 

Village and poor-house relief. -Village relief, poor-houses and khichri 
Hanas have been started in all the taluqs. No poor-houses have been opened 
in the Wun Taluq only. 

No. 113. 

REMARKS FOR FOUR WEEKS ENDING 25TH AUGUST, 1900. 

AKOLA DISTRICT. 

During the month 27' works were carried on in the district, namely, 
10 large works, 10 small works and seven village works. 

Four relief works, namely, Antraj, Wadali, Mahidipur and Tandulwady, , 
were closed during the month, and 18 village works were opened in the district, 
of which 11 were closed after a fortnight as there was plenty of field labour 
available, and no work was wanted in some parts of the district. • 

During the month there were seven 'poor-houses open. 

During the month 142 State kitchens were open 'in the district, including 
those within municipal areas. ' . 

During the month of AUK,ust, 1900, a sum of Rs. 23,100 was distributed 
from the Charitable Relief Funa, Akola, for the following two objects: -

Object I R.. 

I.-Parchase of clothing.,. ... ... . .. 7,100 

II.-Pul'chase of bullocks and seed, &c .... . .. 16,000 

Total ... ... .. . ... 23,100 

and the total expenditure, up to end of August, 1900,amounts to Rs. 1,77,083. 
A further 8um of Rs. 15,000 was received during' the month from the Central 
Committee, making up a total of Rs. 1,57,000, and' the total amount of local 
8ubscriptions realized up to end of August, 1900, was'Rs. 34,483. 
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. 1,649.weavers owning 708 looms were relieved during the month, and 
i.s. 9,852 were spent in purchasing cloths turned out ry the weavers relievf-'d. 
'the in~l expenditure works out to Rs. 5-15-7 per hea.d per mensem. 

The water-supply at the several relief camps was sufficient. 
The physical condition of the people on the several works was fair. 
There were no cases of cholera or small-pox iIi the relief -ciampa In this' 

district. 
No deaths from starvation have been reported during the month. 
The food grains in the district were sufficient, and the prices were 

stationary. 

AIIlRAOTI DISTRICT. 

Private relief.-Relief in shape of selling j owari cheap to those who 
cannot afford to buy it at market rate was provided by opening cheap grain 
shops at Amraoti, Murtizapur, Karamja and some other villages in the district. 
In the. Chandor Taluq private relief was afforded by establishing so-called 
poor-houses in three villages, aud by distributinO" dole in 12 villages, the daily 
average of persons thus relieved being 4,600. Similar relief was also grante~ 
liberally in the remainiug three taluqs. The information regarding the daily 
average number of persons thus relieved is not forthcoming. 

Allotments from the Famine Charitable Relief Fund were also utilized in 
affording relief to cultivators and to other persons in need. The statistics for 
~uch relief are awaited.' . 

Villa.qe and poor-house relief.-Relief by village dole was afforded in 
10 villages in the Murtizapur Taluq, two in the Morsi Taluq, and one in 
the Amraoti Taluq. The number of persons thus relieved on the last day 
of the month under report was 482 against 5,380 reported in the previous 
return. , 

The number of poor-houses open during the month was the same as was 
reported in the previous return. 

The number of persons relieved at these institutions on the last .day of 
the month under report was 696 against 2,053 reported in the previous 
return. 

The number of khichri khanas open during the month was 23 in the 
Amraoti Talu.q, 11 in the Murtizapur Taluq, 22 in the Chandor Taluq, and 32 
in the Morsi i'aluq. The number of persons relieved in' these khichri khanas 
was 2,793 adults and 8,819 children, against 4,426 adults and 14,064 children 
reported in the return of the previous month. . 

Kitchens have been attached to all relief works in prorress to afford relief 
to dependants on workers. The number of dependants thus relieved on the 
last day of the month was 407 against 5,689 shown in the return of thf 
previous month. . 

General condition of the people.-GeneraIly satisfactory. 
Deaths from starvation.-There were no deaths from starvation during 

the month. 
Food 'stock.-Sufficient for present requirements. 
1mportation of grain.-Rice and wheat were largely imported by rail intI> 

the district.· . 
General condition and prospects of the affected aua.-The general eondi-

tion is good; the prospects are also decidedly good. 

ELLICHPUB DISTRICT. 

Ellichpur and Daryapur Taluqs. 

Private reliej.-At the end of August only 21 persons were being relieved 
from private -grain fun~s (in, the Daryapur Tllluq), . . _. '. 

10661 IZ 
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Village relief-' The number of village kitchens at the end of the inonth 
was:-

, 

Village. No. 

,Ellichpur .... ... ... ... '" . .. 53 

Daryapur ... ... ... . .. '" ... 49 

Total ... ... . .. ... 102 

but it iS,now being found advisable to close a few. AlI able to earn their own 
'living are being struck off the lists, and the number on relief on the 25th August 
was 7,462 against 16,456 in the last week of July. 

The number on the gratuitous dole was 1,231 against 2,980 in the previous 
montH. 

Poor-houses.-The number is unchanged, but the one at Anjangaon is 
practically untenanted ; there are only three orphans in it. 

, ' 

The total number of inmates at the close of August was 200 against 613 
at the end of July. ' 

Character' of relief works.-, All the relief works under Public Works 
Department management had been closed by the end of August, except the 
tank at Kasampur-Samda and stone metal carrying works at the Purna and at 
Wadgaon. The total number of workers was 440 against 14,030 at the end of 
July. The Kasampur work has now been ordered to·be closed. 

Village works also,have nearly all been closed. 

Physical condition 4 the peoplfJ.-' With prospects '9f an ,early and most 
excellent harvest the load of anxiety has lifted, and the people are happy in 
the feeling that the end of their troubles is close at hand. AIIiple field labour 
is available as the abundant rain has favoured the growth of weeds while 
bringing on'the crops a.t a wonderful rate. From a relie( point 'of view the 
weed crop was ail. important one, and it is believed that it will in parts of the 
plain taluqs afford labour in the fields till the earlier cotton crops are ready tor 
picking. The condition of the people is, on the whole, wonderfully good, 
considering what they have passed through, but the mortality from cholera and 
bowel complaints is evidence that the long mon~s of privation have told saJ.ly 
on their stamina. Some emaciated people are to be' seen at the kitchens, but 
they are mostly confined to the old, the sickly, and to young children, and 
undoubtedly an ~mprovement is visible. . ' ' " 

, General condition and, prospects of the affected area.'-·' Prac,tically th~ 
whole of the ordinary kharif lands have been sown, and .!Ouch of the land 
usually reserved for .rabi .. A good deal of assistance has been given to' poor 
cultivators in Government loans and grunts from the Famine Charitable Relief 
Fund, and it is believed that hardly any land has been 1eft uncultivated for 
want of means. There is 'a struggle to get the fields weeded, and many of the 
poorer ryots are finding great difficulty in thi~ respect. The !l'akavi allot
ments have been exhausted, but assistance is still being given from the 
Famine Charitable Helief Fund. The crops are in most excellent condition 
in many plnces ; they could' not look better in fact. The cotton is coming 
int() flower and the crop is. assured, and the jowari crop may almost be said 
to be Bafe pow. O,ne mQre fall of .:tain st the end of the month 'Will make it 
safe.. , . 

It ought to be possible to close all relief operatiottsvery soon'now. 
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WUN DISTRICT. 

General character of reltef works.-During the month the Paloti stone
breaking relief work was closed owing to favourable monsoons, and the 
people leaving the work in consequence. 

Physical condition of the people.-Good. 

Deaths (if any) from starvation.-Nil. 

Food stock.-Sufficient. 

Importation of .qrain.-Jowari is continuing to be importeci from 
Dhamangaon side, and rice from Bengal and Burma. 

General condition and prospects I~f affected a,rea.-The condition and 
prospects of the crops are prosperous. 

No. 114. 

REMARKS FOR FIVE WEEKS ENDING 29TH t:)EPTEMBER, 1900. 

AKOLA DISTRlc:r. ' 

During the month seven large relief works with camps were converted 
into small works without huttiug accommodation and kitchen. The resident 
workers and their dependants who belonged to distant villages were drafted on 
to works nearest their homes. . 

As weeding operations in fields in many. parts of the district were 
completed, and as there was little or no agricultural work for labourers in those 
tracts, especially for women and children, 20 village works were opened, 
admission to them being confined only to those. in need, and who obtained 
tickets from the Patels of their villages. ' 

Seven poor-houses were open during the month. 

During the month 145 village kitchens or "khichri-khanas" were open 
including those within municipal areas. 

. The relief to weavers was stopped during the 'month and steps have been 
. taken to dispose of the cloths purchased. 

The water-supply at the several relief. works was sufficient. , 
Tpe physical condition of:the people ~n the several 'works was fair. 

T~ere were no cases of cbplera or small-po1\: ,on the 'works in this district. 

N:o deaths from starvatioIi have been feported during the month. 

The food grains iu th~ district Were sufficient and 'the prices were 
stationary. 

AMBAOTI DISTRICT. 

General condition of the people.-Generally satisfactory. 

Death.v jr(Jm starvation.-There were no deaths from starvation during the 
, mon~h under report. . 

. FlIOd stock.-Sufficient for present requirements. 

ImportatWn of grain.-Rice and wheat ~ere largely imported by rail into 
the district. . . 

General condition and prospects of the affected area.-ThEi' tieneral condition 
is good ; the pros,Pects are also decidedly good., " ., 

10566 2Z1 
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BULDANA DISTRICT. 

Private reliej.--Nil. But much assistance has been and still is being 
~ven from the Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund to cultivators and others_ 
the greater portion of the allotment has been given out under object IV. for 
purchase of seed grain and plough cattle: The grant for purchase of seed grain 
for the kharif crop was all . expended' by the commencement of September, 
money for purchase of rabi seed grain is now being distributed. The value of 
this fund can hardly be overestimated as now it seems probable that very little, 
if any, land will be left uncultivated for want of the necessary funds to meet 
~xpenses. Over 15,000 blankets have been distributed throughout the district 
to poor and needy persons; in addition clothing has been supplied to a large 
number of labourers on relief works and to inmates of poor-houses. The actual 
number is being compiled. 

Physical condition.-Fair and steadily improving. 

Deaths from start'ation.-Nil. 

Food stock.-Rufficient to meet present requirements. 

Importation of grain.-Jowari and rice were imported by rail at Malkapur, 
the former in large quantities. . 

General condition and prospects of affected area.-· The condition .of the 
people in general is improving. 

The kharif crops are in excellent condition throughout the district and 
prospects of an abundant harvest are decidedly good. 

ELLICHPUIl DISTRICT. 

Ellichpur and Daryapur Taluqs.-

Private relief.-This has come to a stop in the Ellichpur Taluq, and only 
36 persons were relieved on the bst Saturday of the montJ) from the private 
grain funds in the Daryapur Taluq. 

Village relief.-(a) Kitchens.--The number of kitchens was reduced from 
53 in the Ellichpur Taluq and 49 in the Daryapur Taluq, in August, to 48 in 
the former and 35 in the latter taluq during the month under report. 

The numbers relieved were :-

I I 
.. 

Month. Adulto. Children. Total 

August ... ... .. . ... 2,206 5,236 7,442 

September ... ... ... 1,681 2,798 4,479 

. 

(h) Doles.-Doles were given in 12 villages in the Ellichpur Taluq and 
29 in the Daryapur Taluq, 41 in all, against 85 in August. 

Poor-houses.-The number remained unchanged. The number of inmates 
was 188 against 200 in the preceding month. The total number on gratuitous 
relief was 5,133 against 8,873 in August. 

Ph.1fsical conditiun of the people.--The condition of the people is fairly 
satisfactory, but it is unfortunate that in. this part of Berar there are no early 
crops to afford employment in the fields now that weeding operations haye 
come to an end. A time of difficulty for the labouring population is again 
setting in therefore and will continue till the cotton picking commences in the 

. begiT)ping of November. No further reduction in the numbers on relief is to 
be expected; on the other hand. nil increase may be looked for. 



.. 
General condition and praspects of affected area.-. The month· now com

mencing will not, for reasons 'above stated, be one of advance towards normal 
-conditions of independence for' the poorer classes, but nothing could be more 
satisfactory than the promise of the crops. The late rains have made both 

jowari and cotton safe, except against heavy and . late rains or (in the case of 
the latter) a prolonged term of cloudy weather that may bre«:d insect pests, 
and there is every reason to expect that the end of another month will see the 
district restored to its usual state of prosperity. As a sign of the view that is 
takpn by the trading community of the agricultural prospects, I note that' a 
local syndicate has lately applied for permission to erect a new ginning factory, 

.and the building operations and other preparations are being pushed on as 

.quickly as possible to be in time for the coming cotton crop. 

No. 115. 
REMARKS FOR FO~R WEEKS ENDING 27TII OCTOBER, }900. 

AKoLA DISTRICT. 

There were 34 small and village works open on the last Saturday of the 
month, and the number of persons relieved was 6,277 against 18,990 in the 
previous month. These works will be closed on the 7th November, 1900 .. 

Five poor-houses were open during the month, ,!-nd the number of inmates 
was 110 against 593 in the month previous. These poor-houses will also be 
·closed by the middle of NO\·ember. The bulk of the inmates of the poor-houses 
have been sent back to their Tillages, and those left are orphans or people 
unable to travel. 

The number relieved by grain doles in the municipalities was 193, lnd the 
number so relieved in villages was 1,27;. 

~ 
Private charity in the form of doles was afforded to 132 against 639 in the 

. evious month. 

One hundred and forty-one village kitchens were open. including those 
w chin municipal areas. 

All village relief, including "khichri-khanas," will be closed by the 
21st November, 1900, when cotton picking will be almost in full swing, and 
there will be ·plenty of labour for all able-bodied persons who would be able' to 
support themselves and their dependants. In the meanwhile the lists are being 
'systematically cut down and relief stopped where necessary. The cotton 
·crop in the district is about a month 'to six weeks behind time this year, which 
,has necessitated the continuance of village relief and village works so long. 

AMRA-OTI DISTRICT. 

All large relief works were closed before the end of the month under 
report. The number of village relief works in progress on the last day of the 
month under report was 17 against 24 in the preceding month. The number 
of workers on these works on the last day of the month Wat! 1,260 a."aainst 4,220 
.shown in the previous return. 

All village relief works were closed from 1st November, 1900, ae there was 
no need for them. 

BULDANA DISTBICT. 

. Physical condition.-Fair and impro~g. . The State kitchens are being 
"'closed wherever found feasible. 

Death }rom starvation.-Nil. 
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General condition and prospects of affected are a.-The condition of the 
people is improving. Late sowings of jowari in the Chikhle and Mehkar taluqs 
required rain in the middle of October. No rain having fallen, the estimated 

-outturn of jowari is now only II annas in the rupee in these two taluqs. 

ELLICHPUR DISTRICT. 

Eflicllpur and IJaryapur Taluqs. 

Private relieJ.-Only 20 persons were in receipt of relief from the private 
grain fund in the Daryapur taluq on the last Saturday of the month. 

Village relief.-(a) Kitchens.-The number of kit<;hens has been reduced 
to 43 in the ElIichpur and 20 in the Daryapur taluqby the end of the month, 
and the number relieved on -the last Saturday was 4,291, against 4,479 at 
the end of September. All kitchens were closed on the 3rd instant, and 
such of the recipients of food as still require relief are being given a dole of dry 
grain; -

(h) Doles. - The number receiving relief _ was 783 against 466 in 
September. 

Poor-houses.-The • number of these institutions remained unchanged. 
There were 273 inmates against 188 in September. The total num,ber on 
gratuitous relief was 5,347 against 5,133 at the end of the preceding month. 

Relief works.-These will all be closed on the 31st October. The number 
on the last Saturday of the month was 614. 

Physical condition oj the people.-The condition of the people was decidedly 
improved. The fact that the number~ on relief have increased, instead of 
decreasing, during the past month, is due to prices having gone up owing to 
unfavourable reports of crops in other provinces, and to there being now little 
field~rk available as the moisture in the soil has prevented the cotton from 
ripening as quickly as was expected in some parts. Cotton picking is now 
going on about Ellichpur and throughout the tract of country lying under the 
Melghat hills, and there wiII everywhere be a great demand for labour in two 
or three weeks. The jowari is backward in some parts, but the green heads 
ought to be fit to eat all over the district by the end of the month. It is con
fidently believed, therefore, that there will be no necessity for relief in any form 
after the close of the present month. 

General condition and prospects oj the affected area.-BIight has appeared 
in the jowari in some parts, and the present estimate of the crop is not as high 
as at first. The rabi has mostly come up, but it wants a little rain, and as there 
does not seem to be much chance of rain now, the prospects of the crop are not 
very good. There is every- hope, however, of a bumper cotton crop. On the 
whole, there is no cause of anxiety except in respect to the rabi, which, however, 
bears a smaller proportion to the total cultivation this year than is usually toe 
case. 

MELGHAT. 

1. General character oj relief works.-The plough cattle and seed for the 
rabi have been issued, and a few heavy bullocks for carters, some young stock, 
and some cows and bulls are now under issue. 

2. Physical condition of people.-Thanks to the ripening of the early crop's 
(sawan, kutki, &c.), and also to the wild grass seeds, the condition of the people 
is good. Grain from Government main godOWDS has been selling off at about 
Ellichpur rates, and some weeding advances in grain have been given out, but 
the demand was limited, which tends to prove that the people are getting on 
fairly on their own resources. _ 

3. Ag,·icultural prospects.·-The damage to the kharlf, referred to in 
last report, h! still difficult to estimate, but, curious to say, crops on high 
lands have, It is said, in some parts suffered most. On the whole, there 
is a fair crop, but an accurate estimate of proportion to a full crop cannot 
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be given. ,Late kutki (dhawri and kali) is being harvested on the .high 
lands. The prospects of the rabi are poor owing to the absence of timely 

showers, but seed sown in low moist grounds 
• Gram, wheat, masur dhal. has germinated well. The issue of Charitable 

Relief Fund rabi-· seed provided for about 
1,300 acres being sown up. . 

4. Closure of works and relief in general.-W orks have been closed down 
throughout the taluq as sketched out in the September report. Village relief 
centres will be closed by 31st October, a few impotents and lone children. 
being sent to the poor-houses, whence they will be gradually sent to their homes 
or to orphanages: The people at vilJa"ge relief centres were given 14-40 days' 
rations on leaving. The poor-house people will be similarly dealt with, a few 
being given money doles £romCharitable Relief Fund. It is anticipated. the 
poor.houses will be clear by about the 1iith November. 

, Ordinary forest works are now in progress in all the Reserves, affording 
a~ple work for any who cannot get field work in the Melghat or in Berar. 

WUN DISTRICT. 

ViUage and poor· house 'I'elief.-Village relief has been stopped. The poor
houses have also been stopped from 31st October, 1900, except two, one at 
headquarters and the other at Danoha. 

Physical condition of the people.-Good. 
Deaths (if any) from starvation.-Nil. 
Food stocks.-Sufficient. 
The crops are in good condition. 
Famine relief works are not now required. 

No. 110. 
REMARKS FOR FOUR WEEKS ENDING 24TH NOVEMBER, 1900. 

AKOLA DISTRICT. 

Nil. 

AMRAOTI DISTRICT. 

Private rellef.-No private relief was given during the month under report 
as there was. no need for it. , , 

Village and. poor - house relief.-AU poor-houses,' khichrikhanas, and 
gratuitous relief by village dole were cloded from 17th November, 1900. 

General c.'4aracter of relief wor1cs.-All relief works were closed from 1st 
November, 1900. 

, General condition of the people.-GeneraUy satisfactory .. 

BASIM DISTRICT. 

No relief works are required at present for this district. 

BULDANA DISTRICT . 

• 
. Gent/ral condition and prospects of affected area.-There is's great demand 

for labour in fields for cotton picking, and also for cutting of jowarj in parts of 
the district. . 
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Changes in rates of wages and other matters.-Wages are now paid iIi' 
grain, cotton, &c., and are considered preferable to the money wage. 

No works are necessary fol' the present. 

ELLICHPUR DISTRICT. 

All famine relief operations were brought to a close during the month. In 
the plain taluks kitchens were closed on the 3rd November, and those still 
requiring support were placed on the dole list till the 17th, when they were all 
dismissed to their homes with 10 days' valedictory dole in cash. On the same· 
date the few paupers remaining in the poor-houses were sent home with 14 
days' dole, except the feeble and sickly, who were transferred to the hospitals as 
in-patients. 

There is now ample field labour available. The cotton crop is a bumper
one in most parts of the plains, and women are earning 2 and 3 annas a day. 
The price of grain has gone down to 16 seers per rupee, and there is no longer 
any fear that anyone will be unable to earn a living. The price of cotton is 
higher than usual, and the jowari ctopis iI. good one; and the only drawback 
to the prosperity of the ryots lies in the fact that there is not enough moisture 
in the soil for the wheat, which will fail to a great extent if rain does not fall 
soon. The area under rabi is, however, smaller than usual,and the wheat crop
is less important than it would be in ordinary years. 

WUN DISTRICT. 

Famine relief works are not now required. 

No. 117. 
REMARKS FOR FIVE WEEKS EN;DING 29TH DECEMBER, 1900. 

AKOLA. DISTRICT. 

The relief operations of all kinds in this district were closed on the 21 st
November, 1900. 

The physical condition of the people was good, and no deaths from 
starvation were reported. 

Food stock of grain was sufficient, and the condition and prospects of the 
affected areas were good. There was plenty of field labour, as cotton picking 
and cutting of jowari was in full swing. The average daily earnings of a 
woman amollI!t to 4 annas and those of a man amount to 8 annas. 

AMRAOTI DISTRICT. 

General condition and prospects of the affected area.-The general condition 
is good; the prospects are also decidedly good; the prices of food grains
are falling. 

BULDANA DISTRICT.' 

Private reliej.-None, except some assistl!nce from the Indian Charitable
Relief Fund given under objects II. and IV. for orphans and weavers of Deulgaon 
Raja respectively. .. . 

-Villa!!' and poor-house relief.-Village· dole and poor.house relief were 
discontinued at the close of November, 1900; 
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Physical conditioll.-Generally impro\"ing . 

. Pood stock.-Sufficient. 

36S 

General condition and prospects of affected area.-Ample field labour was 
available. The cotton crop was a bumper one in the whole of the Malkapur 
Taluq and in parts of Chikhli and Mehker. The cotton commands a higher 
price than usual. JOicari was sold at 16 seers per rupee in the last week of 
December, 1900. 

Changes in rates of wages and other matters.-Labourers are paid in kind 
owing to the harvest season, which is more advantageous to them than the usual 
cash wages. ' 

No works are neede~ for the present. 

MORTALITY IN DISTRICTS OF BULDANA AND 
BASIM. 

No. 118. 
Letter from the Ser.retary to the Government of India, ])epartment of Revenue 

alld A,qriculture, to the Resident at Hyderabad, No, 1088.F., dated Simla, 
the 26th May, 1900. . 

. In acknowledging the receipt· of the report on famine relief in the 
Hyderabad Assigned Districts for the month of April, 1900, which was 
forwarded nndel' cover of the Commissioner's letter No. 597, dated the 14th May, 
I am directed to reqnest that the Government of India may be furnished at an 
early date with information ·as to the cause of the very high rate of mortality 
recorded during the past two mOl1ths in the districts of Buldana and Basim. 

2. I am to add that the submission of a map with the monthly report may 
be di"continued as long as there is no change in the area at present affected by 
mmine. 

No. 119. 

Leltel' fl'om W. B. Jardine, Esq., Secretary jor Beral' to the Honourable thlt 
Resident at Hyderahad, to. the Secretary to the Government of India, 
Department of Revenue and Agl'iculttlre, No. 283, dated Hyderabad 
Res'idency, the 5th July, 1900. 

I am directed to refer to letter No. 1088, dated the 26th May, 1900, from 
the Government of India in the Department of Revenue and Agriculture 
requesting information as to the high rate of mortality recorded during the 
months of March and April in the districts of Buldana and Basim. 

~. Iu reply, I am to forward a copy of the Commissioner's camp letter, 
No. H07, dated the 26th June, 1900, and of its enclosures, which contain the 
information required by the Government of India. The Resident thinks, with 
MI'. Crawford, thnt the difference between the death·rate in these two districts 
and that in Akola may properly be nttributed, as the Sanitary Commissioner 
so stfongly insists, to the influx in large number of famine· stricken immigrants 
from Hyderabnd territory. --_._------

lOiiGG 3.6. 
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Enclosure in No. 119. 

Letter from the Commissioner, Byderabad Assigned lJistrict.~, to the Secretary 
for Berar to the Honourable the Resident at H.lfderabad, No. 11U7, dated 
the 26th June, 1900. 

I have the honour to refer to your endorsement No. 2131, dated the 4th 
instant, forwarding a copy of a letter from the Government of India, Depart. 
ment of Revenue and Agriculture, No. 10SS·F., dated the 26th ultimo, on the 
llubject of the high rates of mortality recorded during the months of March and 
April last in the Districts of Buldana and Basilll. 

2. There has been considerablp. correspondence about the death·rates in 
these districts, and I thought it desirable to obtain from each of the two Deputy 
Commissioners, and the Sanitary. Commissioner, a fresh report, complete in itself, 
for submission to 'the Government of India. I now forward the replies I have 

received from the Sanitary· Commissioner and the 
• No. 448, dated the 23rd Deputy t Commissioner of Basim. The Deputy June. 1900. 
t No. 4957, dated the 23rd Commissioner of Buldana is ill, and his reply may 

June, 1900. be delayed. 

3. The death·rates in question (per mille per mensem) were as follows ;-

Bllldana 

Basim 

DiBtrict. 

I 

::: I , 
I 

March. 

9'0 

6'2 

ApriL 

It will be seen that the Sanitary Commissioner attributes the high mortality 
in both districts chiefly to "the enormous influx of emaciated and destitute 
people from His Highness's territory." In fact the Sanitary Commissioner 
enlarges on the opinion he expressed as to the cause of the high death·rate in 
February which was quoted in my letterNo. 695-R, dated the 4th ultimo. The 
Deputy Commissioner of Basim refers, but less emphatically, to the same cause, 
.and also mentions cholera and climate influences, especially in connection with 
young children. 

4. I do not think there can be any doubt as to the fact that large numbers 
()f destitute and fumine·stricken people from Hyderabad territOry have gone into 
the districts of Buldana and Basim. The famine area in the Hyderabad State, 
.adja~ent to Berar, is larger ,than that of Berar, and to judge by the numbers 
now on relief in Hyderabad, quite as severely affected. I do not wish to 
depreciate or criticise the relief measures which are now being carried on in 
Hyderabad territory under Mr. A. J. Dunlop, but it is well known that the 
-commencement of such operations by His Highness the Nizam's Government 
was tardy and inadequate, as was reported to the Government of India by Sir 
'T. C. Plowden in paragraph 10 of your office letter No. 'i3, dated the 14th 
February last. Under these circumstances, it is not to be wondered at if large 
numbers of destitute and starving people have found their way into the Buldana 
1Ioud Basim districts. And it must be remembered that for most people who 
have reached the stage of prolonged or chronic privation, recovery is hopeless, 
however ample the relief and careful the treatment they may then receive. 

5. In }fay the Buldana death·rate fell to 5' 5, but the Basim rate went up to 
a little over 12. The numbers on relief in Basim also increased greatly. It 
appears that the flow of immigration from Hyderabad has been diverted from 
Buldana to Basim. I may refer in this connection to the letter from the 
Deputy Commissioner of Basim which I forwarded with my endorsement 
No. 836.R., dated the 12th instant. I shall submit a further report with 
l'efp.rence to the figures for May and J nne. 
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Annexure I. 
Letter f"om the Sanitar.V Commissioner, Hyderabad Assigrud Di8tricts, to the Com

. missioner, Hyderabar! Assigned DiBtrict8. No. 448, dated the 23rd June, 1900. 

With reference to your camp endorsement No. 948 of June 11th, 1900, forwarding 
copy of extract paragraph 1 from letter No. 1088-F., dated May 26th, 1900, from the 
Secretary to the Government of India, to the Resident. Hyderabad, and asking me for a 
report on the very high rate of mortality for the months of March and April in the dist~icts 
of Buldana and Basim, I have the honour to report, for your information, that the very 
high mortality for March and April in the two districts named above, and which are 
contiguous to the territories of Hi. Highness the Nizam of Hyderabsd, I am of opinion, 
from personal observation, that it is in a great measure, or I might .ay entirely, due to the 
enormous influx of emaciated and destitute people from hi. Highne •• •• territory into the.e 
two di.tricts. 

2. I have .een large numbers, I may say some thou.and., of emaciated and destitute 
people who had come acro •• the border in Basim and Buldana, and the nearer that. one 
went to the border of Hi. Highness'. territory, a larger number of emaciated people, who 
appear to have undergone great privation, were to be .een; and the further from the 
border fewer thi. number. 

3. In tJie same manner the condition of the inmate. of Iloor-houses and dependants in 
relief camp. were far worse and in some of them wretched in the extreme, showing that 
they had undergone very great privatiou before coming on relief in those poor-houses and 
relief camps along the border. than those at a distance. 

4. I am of opinion that if it was not for this va.t influx of destitute people, from 
30 to 40 per cent., into Buldana and Basim, and who have helped to increase the death·rate 
in the.e two districts, .omething like, I think, 30 and 40 per cent., the mortality in these 
two districts would not have been any higher than in Akola. 

• 5. The famine in Akola was every bit as bad as . in Buldana and Basim. if not worse. 
Relief works, poor-houses, &c., were just the same in the three districts and nothing to 
choo.e between them; yet in Akola one did not .ee the vast number of emaciated people 
that one saw in Bu IdaD8 and Ba.im districts, worse nearer the border of His Highne .. •• 
territory; nor wa. the condition of the dependants on relief works and inmates of poor
hou.es in Akola district anything like so emaciated and destitute as the dependant. on 
relief works and poor· house. in Basim and Buldana. especially those situated near the 
border of Hi. Highness's territors:. 

6. As I have said before, this very high rate of mortality in Buldana and Basim, in 
my opinion, was due to the influx of the destitute and emaciated from His Highness's 
territory into these two districts. If it was not for this influx, the mortality among the 
permanent population of these two districts would not have been any higher than that of 
Akol .. district, where there was little foreign influx. 

Annexure II. 
Letter f,·om tlte D~puty Commission81·. Basim District, to the Commissioner, 

Hyderabad Assigned Di.t1icts, No. 4957, dated the 23rd June, 1900. 

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your endorsement, Camp No. 947, 
dated the 11th June, 1900, forwarding an extract from paragraph 1 ilf the letter No. 
10B8-F., dated the 25th May. from the Secretary to the Government of India, to the 
Resident at Hyderabad, calling for information .s to the cause of the very high rate of 
mortality recorded <luring the past two months, i.e., March and April, in this district. 

2. The death-rate during March, 1900, (per mille per mensem), was 6'2, and the canse 
of this high death·rate as reported in this office letter No. 2112, dated 9th April, i. to 
.ome extent immigration from the Moglai, and the mortality among infants and ohildren 
from one to five, and persons over sixty years of age. The large number of deaths among 
children is due, I believe. in a large measure to exposure, and the majority of these deaths 
were among children under two years of age. To reduce infant mortality on works, ~ickly 
infauts were given milk, nursing mothers whose milk was failing were fed in kitchens. 
Mellical officers in charge of works were directed to pay special attention to the aged and 
infirm, and to prescribe extm and special diet to all in need of it. Six per cent. of the 
popUlation· were heing gratuitously relieved in March. 

3. The rise in the death-rate for April, 1900, is dne, as reported in this office letter 
No. 3826. dated the 24th May, t·o some extent to cholera. The total number of reported 
death. from this disease during the month being 4.68. Cholera was in three relief camps 
dnring the week ending 21st April, and in eight camps during the week ending 28th April. 
Heavy rain at the end of the month may have increased the number of deaths. and Moglai 
immigratiou of emaciated persons also accounts for a good part of the rise. The heat WRR 

considerable, and mised the morta\it.y, especially among children, there being 1,0H death. 
from fever alone; dysenteryaud diarrhl£a were prevalent, 1,122 deaths being returned 
from bowel oomplaints. Eight per cent. of the population were on gratuitous relief 
during April. . 

]O;)6fi SA.2 
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AJMER-~lERWARA. 

MONTHLY REPORTS OF THE CHIEF COMMISSIONER. 

Famine Statements not printed. 

No; 120, 
Letter from the Honourable the Chief Commissioner, Ajrner-JtJerwara, to the 

Secretary to the Government of India, Department of Revenue lind 
Agl'iculture, No. 2254·F., dated Ablt, the 23rd Jf~ay, 1900. 

In continuation of Mr. Martindale's letter No. 1873-F., dated the 19th 
April, 1900, forwarding the March Famine Statementr. A and B for the districts 
of Ajmer and Merwara, I have the honour to forward the corresponding state· 
ments for the month of April, 1900, together with Commissioner's covering 
letter No. 1265, dated the 16th May, 1900. 

____ ~JI4~on~Ihs_. L~or~'u_l~~'~UitoU8.1 Total. 

2. The marginal 
table compares the 
numbers on r!'lief 
for the last nine 
months. The figures 
for April are the 
highest on record and 
show an increase of 
12 per cent. as com· 
pared with those of 
last month. Theratio 
of increase also has 
more than doubled 
during the month 
under report. 

August 1899 26,063 3,516 2~,519 

Se.ptember 
" 46,056 6,309 ! 52,365 

October " 71,340 8,898 80,238 

November " 19.820 20,083 . 99,903 

December " 88,892 27,172, 116,064 

January 1900 74,119 22,580 96,699 

February 
" 69,851 33,890 103,741 

March 
" 77,747 31.259 I 109,006 

April 
" 

87,521 34,899 122,420 

3. The increase has been entirely confined to the Ajmer district, as will 
be seen from the following -table-:- . 

I Ajmer. 
! 

Merwara. ! 
Detail. Class. I Difference! !. I Difference 

March. J April. Pel" cent.: March_j Apnl. I Per cent. 
i 

I 1,852 : 

, 

r Class A ... 1,014 1,588 + 56 1,981 1 + 7 ... ... ! 

... J 
3,944 

., 
B I 7,297 + 85 11,011 i 15,265 i ~ 10 

" 
... ... 

... I I I 
Works 

" C " . .. 8,784 16,658 + 89 26,535 23,815 . -10 

l D I 2,315 5,682 +145 ~,158 6,095 - 33 " 
... . .. .. I 

E 
: 

3,659 5,589 52 ",275 3 --II 8 
" 

... . .. ••• i + ,a~ i + , 
Total I 36,814 + 86 58,031 50,707/ -14 ... ••• I 19,716 

'---~-

Dependants (infants) ... 1,446 2,517 + 74 6,931 5,~50 I ~ 14 
, 

Poor-houses ... . .. 983 1,368. + 39 660 706 + 7 
Gratuitous 

Relief. Kitchens ... ... 4,214 6,658 + 58 10,058 10,160 + 1 

Village doles, &c. ... 1,642 1.933 +17 5,325 5,607 + 5 

Total ... .. 8,285 12,476 + 50 22,974 22,423 - 2 

Grand Total ... 28,001 49,290 + 76 81,005 73,130 - 9 
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In column 2, I have followed the arrangement of Statement A, but the 
E class (adult dependants) more appropriately comes under the head of 
gmtuitous relief. The chief increases in Ajmer have been amongst the diggers, 
carriers, working children and infants in arms, and the largest decreases in 
Merwara have been in the corresponding classes. But the transfer of Merwara 
labour cannot account for the whole of the increase in Ajmer; there must be 
other causes regarding which the Commissioner states an inquiry. is being 
held. Pending the receipt of further particulars, it may be assumed that the 
striking increase in Ajmer is due to the growing distress, the conclusion of 
harvest operations, the recent increase in the wage scale, the transfer of 
Merwara labour, and the return <?f some of the emigrants who left the district 
in the autumn. 

4. In Ajmer the satisfactory feature is that the gratuitous relief fignres 
have not increased in the same. ratio as those on works. If adult dependants 
are incl uded in the gratuitous totals, the percentage of workers on units relieved 
was 57'b in March, and rose to 63'5 in April. In Merwara, on the other hand, 
the percentage of workers on the total has fallen during April from G7'6 
to .64'4. . 

5. From the remarks appended to· Statements. A (at H), the grain wage 
would appear to be the same all over both district~. But the rates of wage 
given in pice indicate that the 2b per cent. reduction is in force only in 
Merwara, and that the wage has been all over Ajmer and not only in part of the 

F') N 28 S .) N 12 district as noted in Mr. Martindale's No. 178,'i-F., 
1 e 0, , ar18 0, , dated the 13th April, 1900, to your address, The 

cash rates of wage given in the body of the statement vary, but they are 
affected by the differences in the prices rulin~ in different tracts, It is 
unfortunate that, while the operations are being conducted accordinO' to the 
provisions' of the North-Western Provinces Famine Code, the monthty state
ments prescribed by that Code have not been taken into use. The accompanying 
statements do not enable the expenditure of one month to be compared with 
that of any other. North-Western Provinces Form 8-4 would supply the 

yecessary statistics for this purpose. . 
. 6. The Assistant Commissioner of Ajmer describes the condition of the 

people as average, and the Merwara report gives it as fair. The Commissioner 
states that the death-rate in both districts is "terribly high," but the April 
:fi&ures are not yet available. Cholera has doubtless claimed many victims, and 
I have had occasion during the month to impress upon all the local officials the 
urgent necessity of disinfecting all sources of water-supply. 

-- , 7. No detailed account has yet been furnished of the results of the recent 
harvest, and the reports this month do not allude to it. Prices, however, 
showed a tendency to rise, while at the same time the import trade has largely 
declined. It is not quite clear, therefore, what the Assistant Commissioner 
Merwara exactly means by sayin&, that" the import and .export of grain is (sic) 
carried on an extensive scale," In Ajmer the net imports have fullen by nearly 
72 per cent., from 177,589 maullds in March to 49,928 maunds in April. 

8. The reports are silent about the condition of the cattle, the approximate 
yield of rabi straw, the results of the experimental import of dried fodder from 
the N orth-Westeru Provinces and the sufficiency or otherwise of the water
supply, In a separate letter the Commissioner has reported that he does not 
agree with the medical authorities that the police have neglected their duty qud 
£.tmine. 

No. 121. 
Letter from the Honourable the Chief Commissioner, Aimer-jJIerwara, to the 

Secretary to the Goverllment of India, Department of Revenue and A,qri
. culture, No. 2511-F., dated Abu, the 16th Jllne, 1900. 

In continuation of my letter No. 2254.F., dated the 23rd May, 1900, 
eudosing the April famine statements A and B for the districts of Ajmer and 
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Merwara, I have the honour to forward the corresponding statements for the 
month of May, 1900, together with the Commissioner's covering letter 
No. 149l-F., dated the 12th June, 1900. 

2. The usual comparison of the numbers on relief since August 1899 is 
-..,...-------;----;---~r_.--- ~ven in the margin. 

I I The numbers on works 
Monthe. 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

1899 ... 

" 
" 

" ., 
1900 

" ., 

" 
" ,0' 

Workers. 

26,063 

46,056 

71,340 

79,820 

88,892 

74,119 

69,851 

77,747 

87,521 

91,247 

Gr .. tuitoua 
, Reliet. I Total. and gratuitous relief 

have increased by 12 per 
II 3,516 I 29,579 cent. during 1\1ay. The 

increa~e in Ajmer has 
I 6,309 i 5?,365 been slight. In Mer-

8,89S 80,238 wara it amounts to 
20,083 99,903 20 per cent. The Ajmer 

116,064 figures do not agree with 27,172 

22,580 

33,890 

31,259 

34,899 

45,350 

96,690 those reported for the 
closing week of the 
month under report, but 
may be assumed to be 
correct pending an 
answer to the Com.-

103,741 

109,006 

122,420 

136,597 .., . . 
mISSIoner s enqUirIes. 
The result o( his 

enqUInes as to the large increase in the numbers on the Ajmer works in April 
has not yet been communicated, nor has any explanation been given of the 
marked rise in May on the Merwara works, but the openin~ of Civil 
Agency works near the people's homes may be a contributing cause to the 
latter. 

3_ The following table shows the different proportions between the 
workers and the gratuitously relieved in the two districts :-

On Works. GratuitouBl;y Relieved. 
, 

I Dependants. 
I 

Total 

I 
Non-workers : 

DiBtrict. I Per In 
c,~lumD8 S a.n¢l8. Grand 

I Workers. . oent. In Poor- In Villagee, Total • Total , 
on houses. Kitchens. Ito. Per ool1llDD8 

Actn&l. Total cent. 2 and, 9. 
on Actn&l. on col. 

I Works I 11. 
1 

1 I s I s I , I 5 6 I 7 I 8 I 9 I 10 I 11 

, 

I I 
Ajmer ... ! 32,137 7,577 19 1,778 6,810 961 9,549 117,126 34'7 49,263 

Merwara ... 1 59,110 8,465 12 525 12,663 6,571 19,759 28,224 32'3 87,334 

-----
'rotal ... - - . - - - - 29,308 - - 136,597 

I 

These figures bring out to a certain extent the varying character of the 
relief given in the two districts. The proportion of dependants (who are both 
adults and infants) paid in cash is high in Ajmer, while the number of persons 
fed in kitchens and relieved at their OWD homes is comparatively small. In 
both districts the ratio of non workers is distinctly high. There has been little 
change in the character of the relief-works in progress anywhere. In Ajmer 
some petty works have been opened under civil agency in the municipal and 
cantonment areas, but owing to want of establishment the Commissioner does 
not propose to extend these. In Merwara, on the other hand, works of this 
description have been started in rural areas, and if they prove successful will be 
grndllally increased. The scale of wages on works has neen separately discussed 
ill my letter No. 2459-F., dated 12th June, 1900: to your address. 
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4. The numbers on gratuitous relief,excluding adult dependants, have 
increased by only 5 per cent. At present over one-quarter of the total 
population are on relief of one kind or another, and nearly 51 per cent. of the 
poplllation are on purely gratuitous relief. In Ajmer the new poor-house at 
Deoli is mainly responsible for the large increase under this head. The figures 
under village doles and other charitable reliefs have fallen by more than 
one-half in the same district. This is somewhat difficult to account for, as 
with the approach of the rains a rise in this form of relief might have been 
looked for. In Merwara, although the number of women workers was largely 
increased, the figures for infants have fallen. As is but natural at this stage, 
persons fed in kitchens and relieved at their own homes have risen in number. 

5. During the month the price of grain rose all over Ajmer-Merwara. 
The Commissioner reportls that daily payments have come into force everywhere 
in Ajmer, but in Merwara they have not yet been generally introduced. This 
change of system must be beneficial, and the delay in its introduction, coupled 
with the difficulties experienced in controlling the grain sellers pn the works, 
may in some measure have. necessitated the high scale of wages approved of by 
Commissioner, as compared with the low scale obtaining in. aeJ.joining Native 
States where daily payments and a summary method of dealing with the 
bunnias have been found possible. 

6. The chief feature of this month's famine history has been the cholera 
Vel?idemic, regarding which the Commissioner promises a special report. The 

disease swept &cross from Jodhpur towards Mewar, increasing in virulence as 
it progressed, and the whole famine organisation was subjected to a severe 

__ strain. The .\.ferwara works escaped lightly, but the works in the south-east of 
Ajmer felt the full force of the epidemic, and the officers mentioned by 
Mr. Tucker deserve great cr~dit for the capable manner in which they dealt 
with the situation. . 

7. The condition of the people remains much the same, and, as in last 
~onth'B report, may be said to vary from fair in Merwara to average in Ajmer. 

Cholera has grievously added to the death-rate, and from the Commissioner's 
~re!Darks there would appear to have been some recrudescence of small-pox. 

The Assistant Commissioner of Merwara gives no details of the grain trade, but 
in Ajmer the net imports have more than doubled, although still only about 

\./one-third of the March total. The wells are running low in Beawar City and 
__ on, some of the Ajmer works the water-supply is giving cause for anxiety. The 

Commissioner has kindly made satisfactory arrangements for the relief of 
~turning emigrants, and gives, on the whole, a cheerful account of the persons 

who passed through to Merwar during the month. The Commissioner also 
Teports that steps have been taken to insure the prompt issue of takavi loans 

---.!!!ld charitable grants. I suggested the adoption of special measures to ensure 
-early payments and to prevent alI risk of dishonest exactions by subordinate 
revenue officials, but Mr. Tucker considers that the ordinary district procedure 
will be sufficiently effectual. 

No. 122. 

Letter from the HOllourable the Chief Commissioner, Ajmer-.;Verwara, to the 
• Secretary to the Government of India, Department of Revenue and Agri-

• c~ture, No. 2,867 -F., dated Abu, the 18th July, 1900. 

In continuation of my letter No. 2,511-F., "dated the 16th June, 1900, 
-enclosing the )lay Famine Statements A and B for the districts of Ajmer ane! 
Mer"'ara, l have the honour to forward the corresponding statements for the 
month of June, 11l00, to~ther with the Commissioner's covering letter Nc. 
1,6t8-F., dated the 11th duly, 1900. . 
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2. The marginai table gives the numbers on works and in receipt of 
gratuitous relief during the last eleven months. The number of workers, 
exclusive of the E class of adult dependants, has risen by over 5 per cent. 

Months. 

August 1899 ... 
September " ... 
October .. ... 
November " 

... 
December 

" 
... 

January 1900 ... 
February " ... 
March " ... 
April .. ... 
May " ." 

.Juue " ... 

Works. I GratuitollO., 

... 26,063 3,516 

... 46,056 6,309 

... 71,340 8,898 

... 79,820 20,083 

... 88,892 27,172 

... 74,119 22,580 

... 69,851 33,890 

... 77,747 31,259 

... 87,521 34,899 

... I 91,247 45,350 

... , 96,006 50,380 
I 

Tutal. 

29,579 
52,365 
80,238 
99,903 

116,064 

96,690 
103,741 
109,006 
122,420 
136,597 
146,386 

The great majority of 
the workers on petty 
projects under civil 
agency are confined tG 
Merwara. Even there, 
however, they form only 
2 per cent. of the total. 
The' general character 
of the relief works, road 
construction, metal col
lection and tanks was 
not changed during the 
month. Work was also 
continued on the 
Nasirabad.- Kekri pro
posed railway line. The 
weekly and fortnightly 
reports show a decrease 
in workers towards the 

end of June. The Huctuations during the month have been not inconsiderable, 
and the local officers have reported that the decline in numbers during the 
first week was partly due to the distribution of the charitable grants for the 
purchase of seed and cattle. The latest reports from Memara' show a satisfactory 
fall in the number of aliens on the works, although the Commissioner is appre
hensive that the closing .of work on the Mewar Section of the Baran-Marwal" 
line may result in another rush of Mewaris on to the works in his district. 
Effectual measures have, however, I hope, been taken by the Darbar to prevent 
this. 

3. The following table shows the different proportions between the· 
workers and those gratuitously relieved separately for Ajmer and Merwara :-

Dilitrict 

Ajmer ... 
Merwara ... 

Total ... 

On Works. GratUitously Relieved. 

--------, 

! 

j Workers. 

• 

37,089 

58,917 

96,006 

Dependants. 

, Per ·In 
i Cent. In Poor. . In Villages 
, on houses. Kitohelll. &e 

A.tn&!. ! Tot..l • 
on 

:WOt"D 
I 

[3 I 4 I 
, 

8,489 18'6 

9,177 13-4 

17,666 15'5 

3,469 

613 

4,082 

6 7 

I 
10,150 863 

11,438 6,181 

21,588 7,044 

-~-- -~i~" 

Tot&! 
Non-workers : 

Columns 3 and 8. 
Total, Grand 

• Columns 
Tot&! • 5-7. Fer 

Actual. 
Cent. 

on Col. 
11. 

s 9 10 I l~ 

14,482 22,971 38'0 60,060 

18,232 27,409 31'7 86,326 

-
32,714 50,380 311-0 146,38 

The proportion of dependants to the total number on works has fallen in 
Ajmer, but has risen in Merwara. As noticed by the Commissioner, the poor
house popUlation in Ajmer has almost doubled. This is attributed partly to· 
the increase in the number of' returning emigrants (who are rt'gularly relieved 
on the march) and partly to the large number of beggars who have gravitated 
to Ajmer. The numbers relieved in kitchens have increased considerably in 
Ajmer, but have fallen in Mel'wara. There has been little change in the
number of people in receipt of doles at their own hous'es. In Ajmer the-
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percentage of non-workers to the total on relief has risen during the month 
from 34'7 to 38'0, while in )Ierwara it has remained steady. Over the whole 
district 34'0 per cent. of the people on relief do no work in return for their 
BUpport. At the·close of the month nearly 27 pel' cent. of the total population 
were in receipt of relief of one kind or another, and 9'2 per cent. received purely 
gratuitous relief as compared with ij'4 in the preceding month. 
/ 4. Distress became more acute during June, but no doubt cholera, which 

. jstiII lingers in Mel'wara, is partly responsible for the higher death-rate. The 
surviving cattle further deteriorated, as T he small stores of bhusa secured at the 
rabi harvest became exhausted. The water-supply has held out better than was 
anticipated with the help of a few local showers. Grain prices showed a 
tendeI)cy to rise owing to the delay in the arrival of the monsoon. The import 
trade continued brisk, while the exports of hides have fallen off. The state· 
ments submitted and the ·Commi.sioner's review thereon contain no allusion to
the distribution of takavi loans and charitable gifts for the purchase of seed 
and bullocks, al though there is reason to think that these operations tormed a 

. distinct feature of the famine history of the month. 

No. 123. 
Letter from the Honourable the Chief' Commissioner, Ajmer-Jlerwa/'a, to tliP 

Secretary to the (;Ol'ernment of India, DepU1·tment of Revenue and' 
Agriculture, No. ill10-F., dated Aba, tlle 15th AU!lust, 1900. 

In continuation of my letter No. 2867 -F., dated the 18th July, 1900, 
enclosing the June famine statements A. and B. for the districts of Ajmer and 
Merwara, I have the honour to forward the corresponding statements for the 
month of July, 1900, together with the Commissioner's covering letter, No. 
1836-F., dated the 9th August, 1900. ' . 

2. The numbers on relief of ail kin<ls during the last twelve months are 

Months. 

August 1899 ... 

September " 

October 

N~vember 

December 
January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

" 
" 
" ... 

1900 ... 

Jt ••• 

" 
" 

" 
" ... 
" ,-, 

"'1 ... 
... i 

"'1 

Works. 

. 26,063 

46,056 

I Gratuito1ll!·1 

3,516 

6,309 

Total. 

brought together in the
marginal table. The 
grand total of the num-

29,579 bel'S on relief given in 
parogr-... ph 2 of the 
covering letter is only 

71,340 I 102,610 as the Com-
79,820 I 20,083 99,903 misssioner has evidently 

52,365 

80,238 8,898 

88,892 1 27,172 1,16,064 forgotten to include 
74,119 1 22,5~0 96,690 among the Ajmel' 

workers, the 289 persons 
69,851 33,890 1,03,741 employed on petty 
77,747 I 31,259 1,0~,006 works under Ci\'il 
87,521 34,899 1,22,420 Agency. The numbers 

I ' 45,350 1,36,597 relieved by the Istirn-
... i 50,3110 1,46,386 rar

d
dars

837
(3,806 ~ork)s 

." 61,1~7 41.712 1,02,899 have not been included 

91,247 

96,006 

I 
an gratUitous 

________ -l. ___ .....:.. ___ "-___ in the ab07e totals. The 

Ajmer statistics do not agree with those of the weekly relief statement for 
the period ending the 28th July, but are the same as thosp. given in the 
fortnightly progress return as will be seen from the following table :-

Details. 
Weekly Fortnightly. Monthly 
Belief Progress Relief 

Statement. Return. Statement. 

j 
, 

Workers '" ... ... . .. .. . 11,949 12.807 ! 12,80j 
Dopenda.nts ... ... .. . ... . .. 2,541 2,j66 2,566 
Gratuitous list" ... ... ... . .. 14,506 I H,644 

I 
H.ti,u 

Total 28,996 I 30,017 ~0,017 ... ... 

10666 SB 
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In a recent communication the Commissioner reported that'the figures in 
the 'fortnightly progress return are accurate. There is no discrepancy between 
the different periodical returns received from Merwara. In the latter District 
the Civil Agency works were closed altogether during the month, while in 
Ajmer they were greatly contracted. 

3. Over the whole of Ajmer-Merwara the numbers on works have fallen 
by more than one-third, the total for July being lower than any recorded since 
September, 1899. But the decrease in Merwara (13 per cent.) is very slight 
~mpared with that in Ajmer (66 per cent.). As pointed out by Mr. Tucker, 
the famine has been less acute in Ajmer, and the people have not become so 

/accustomed to the system of St!j.te relief. 

The number of works in Ajmer was reduced by one. Metal consolidation 
on the roads has taken the place of metal collection. In Merwara there does 
not appear to have been any change in the character of the works. The Sunday 
wage has been abolished and the ordinary wages will probably be soon further 

. reduced, at least in Merwara. I have suggested to the Commissioner, the 
advisability of encouraging the people to return to their fields by the introduc
tion of one or other of several measures, such as a stiffening of the tasks, .the 
intermediate system of payment, making a present of their tools to those who 
are willing to leave, and so on. The Commissioner ha~ impressed upon all 
officers connected with famine relief the necessity for carefully watch~ng the 
condition of the people in the villages until the crops ripen, eo all risk will be 
avoided. 

4. The numbers on gratuitous relief have fallen by 16 per cent. The 
poor-house.s are the only branch which records an increase. This is most marked 
in Ajmer, and in the last fortnightly report is explained by the Commissioner 
as due to the large proportion of wanderers from Native States. Out of 3,400, 
the total in the four institutions during the last week in July, 1.967, or 57 per 
cent., lire returned as aliens. These are now being gradually drafted back to 

_---"th~eir own i:itates. One curious feature of the ~tatistics this month is, that while 
the drop in the works' figures in Merwara is so slight in comparison with Ajmer, 
the gratuitous figures have fallen by only 11 per cent. in the former compared 
with nearly 25 per cent. in the latter. The following table shows the different 
proportions between tqe workers and those gratuitously relieved, separately, for 
Ajmer and Merwara :-

District. 

Ajmer .. 
Merwara ... 

Total ... 

On Works. Gratuitously Relieved. 

I, 

II 'I Work"rs. 

I 
II 
I 

Dependants. 

Per , I' I Total, 
. Cent. In Poor- . In . D i Columns 

OD houses. Kltchent'!. VJllfl¥es.: 5-7. 
Actual, I Total I I 

I OD I 
iWorks, i 

Total 
N on~workers : 

Columns 3 a.nd S. 

Per 
Cent.

Actual. on Col. 
11. 

Gra.nd 
Total. 

I ~ 
I I J 

G ·---;---8-·-9-1~-:-1~-
-. 

I I I I I 

12,807 2,566 20'0 4,894 9,Oti9 661: 14,644 17,210 57-3 30,017 

48,380 8.606 17-7 899 11,340 3,657 15,896 24,502 33'61 72,882 

161,187111,172 20,42P I 
, -

18'2 5.793 4,3181 30,540 41,112 40'5 102,899 

I . , i 
, , 

The proportion of dependants to the total number on works has risen 
slightly in both districts. In Ajmar the percentage of non-workers to the total 
on relief has risen during the month from 38 to 57, and in Merwara only from 
31 to 33. This means that over the whole district two-fifths of the people ,h 
no work in return for their support. 
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5. The monsoon broke on the 8th July, and gave good rain over both· 
districts, the heaviest falls beiug recorded in the south of Ajmer, and the lightest 
in the villages round about head·quarters. There was a break from the 14th to· 
the 24th inclusive, during which the hot westerly winds returned and gave cause 
for apprehension. Since the 25th, however, there has been good general rain, 
and should the monsoon continue all cause for anxiety will have passed. The 
tanks are nearly full and the water level in ·the wells has risen. A sum ot 

-Re. 2,a4,162 was distributed in takavi loans as soon as the monsoon burst. 
The distributio~ from the charitable fund for the purchase of seed and cattle 
had been begun in Merwara shortly before. The arrangements for distribution 

,.appear to have been carefully made under the personal supervision of the 
Assistant Commissioner and Famine Officers. The only doubt in regard to this 
branch of relief operations is where the people are to find cattle to purchase 

.Q! hire. 
/' I am glad to see that the Commissioner in paragraph 9 of' his letter states 
that the cattle which were taken away by their owners during the famine are 
coming back "in fair numbers," but in no part of the province have I yet 
heard of dealers or graziers bringing in animals for sale. Judging from the 
difficulties officers have had in buying cattle for Native States in .\fay and June 
there would not appear to be many left in this part of India which their present 
)?wners are prepared to put into the market. The condition of the people is 
described as fair, but the death· rate is abnormally high. Prices show a slight 
tendency to fall, but they will not approach normal conditions until the kharif 
b~rvest is assured, and the rabi sowings have b~n completed. The export trade 
in hides continues to decline. 

No. 124. 
Letter from the Tlonoltrabfe the Chi~f Commissioner, Ajmer.Jlerwara, to the 

&cretary to the Government of lrulia, Department of Revenue and 
A.griculture, No. S,306·F., dated A.bu, the 15th September, 1900. 

In continuation of my letter, No. 3,lIO·F., dated the 15th August, 1900, 
enclosing the July famine statements, A. and B., for the districts of Ajmer and 
~ferwara, I have the honour to forward the' corresponding statements for the 
month of August, 1900, together with the Commissioner's covering letter 
No. 1,991-F., dated 12th September, 1900. 

. 2. The numbers on relief of all ki~ds during tIie last thirteen months are 
brought together in the marginal table. The aggregate of workers has been 
obtained by adding the totals of column 11 in the famine statement of each 

Months. 

August 1l!99 ... 

September " 
October 

November 

Decomber 

January 
February 

March 
April 

May 

June 

August 

lO~1f 

" 
n .,. 

" 
1900 ... 

" 
" 
" ... 
" ... 
It , •• 

t'I ••• ... I 

Works I Gratuitous./ 

26,063 i' 3,516 
6,309 46,056 

71,340 

79,820 
88,892 

74,119 

69,851 
77,747 
87,521 
91,247 

96,006 

61,187 
37,036 

I , 
8,898 

20,083 
27,172 

22,580 
33,890 

31,259 

34,899 
45,350 

50,380 

41,712 

31.367 

Total. 

district, excluding, how
eyer, the total of column 
10 (adult dependants) 
in the Ajmer statement. 

29,579 as well as the total on 
Istimrari works. There 
has been a decrease ot 
24,151, or 39 per cent., 
in the number of persons 
on works, which is now 
the lowest on record 
for the past year. in 
paragraph 2 of the Com-

52,365 

80,238 
99,903 

116,064 

96,699 
103,741 

109,006 0., .. 
122,420 miSSIOner s covermg 

letter the decrease is 
shown to be 26,661. 
This discrepancy is 
partly due to errors in 
calculation in the Com
missioner's letter, and 

136,597 
146,386 

102,899 
68,403' 

partly to the confusing 
SB2' 
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system followed in compiling the Rtatement which splits up dependants 
between " works" and " gratuitous" according as they are relieved by cash or 
in kitchens. The errors in calculation are two. First, as pointed out in last 
month's report, the Commissioner omitted to include among the Ajmer workers 
the 289 persons employed in July on petty works, whereas he has included the 
August total, 293, in the table in paragraph 2 of the appended report. At the 
same time, however, he has repeated.in that report the incomplete total for July. 
Again, the total number of Merwara workers in July is given at 49,381, 
whereas the true total was 4H,981, vide the correspondence forwarded with this 
office, No. 3,1l0-F., dated the 15th August, 1900. By the end of August all 
the works in Ajmer had been closed. In Merwara, however, where the decrease 
'On works was under 29 per cent., there remained upwards of 35,000 workers, 
the majority of .whom were women and children. The remarks at (c), on the 
back of the Merwara statement, point to no changes having occurred in the 
character of the works during the last; four months, but the note is misleading. 
Metal collection has given place to metal consoliuation on roads, and the 
doubling of the railway embankment also affords employment to a large number 
·of people. 

3. The figures for . dependants are, as mentioned above, confusing. While 
Ajmer returns 82 adult dependants under class E, this column is blank in the 
Merwara statement, while last month the similar column showed 1,601. No 
explanation has been given of the change, although the fortnightly statements 
show a total of" 4,181 persons in this <;lass. The total of column 14, kitchens, 
in the Ajmer return does not agree with that .. submitted with the progress 
return for the fortnight ending on the same date, and the Executive Engineer 
has been asked for an explanation. In the meantime, however, if the figures in 
the marginal table above are accepted as correct, there has been a decrease in the 
gratuitous lists of nearly one quarter. 

4. The table given in paragraph 2 of Commissioner's covering letter 
should, therefore, be amended as follows :-

District. 

AjUlEr .. 

Merwara 

Month. 

r July 

I ' 
~ , August 

I 
l' Difference 

+ or-

I 
(' Jnly 

I I i ' August 

l Difference 
+ or-

Total ... 

I
· Difference 

. + or
I 

Workers. . Depen 
de.nts. 

14,687 I 

1,547 

49.!l81 I 
I 

35,571 I 

686 

72 

7,005 

5,251 . 

, I , 
Poor- I Kitchens. Village 

house!!. Doles, 4re. 

I 
4,894 I .9,089 fi61 

I 

2,5281 6,630 1,003 

I 

Total. 

~O,(llr 

11,780 

The total number of relief units has thus fullen by 34,496, or 33! per 
cent., and not by M,147, as stated in the Commissioner's letter. The grand 
total is the lowest on record since September, 1899. The main facts brought 
out by these figures are the rapid contraction of works and the small fluctuations 
in the numbers in receipt of gratuitous relief. The following table shows the 
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-1iifferent proportions between the workers and non-workers separately for Ajmer 
.and Merwara:-

OnWorb. 
.. 

Dependant.. 

District. I 
---- --- -

Por 
InPoor~ 

'1 Workers. 
Cent. 

on houses. 
Actual. Total 

on 

! 
Works 

, 

2 

. I 
15419'6 12,528 Ajmer ... 1,465 I 

I 
5,25l 12'8 I 827 Merwara ... 35,571 I 

, .L ---
5,405[12'7 ! 3,355 37,036 ~ Total ... 

In 
Kitchens. 

6,630 1 
, 

11,585 1 

~8,2151 

Gratuitoualy Relined. 

In 
Villages. 

7 

1,003 

3,3~9 

, 
4,392 

I 

. To tal, 
nm. Colu 

;'-7 

Total 
Non-workers: 

Columns S to 8. 

Per 
Cent. 

Actual. on Col. 
11. 

G.rnnd 
Total. 

81 9 1 10 1 11 

. 

10,161 10,315 87'5 11,780 

15.801 21,052 37'l 56,623 

----. , , 
25,962 31,367 45'8· 68,403 

" 

The proportion of dependants to workers has fallen everywhere. In Ajmer 
the percentage of non·workers is very high, owing to the closing of the works; 

.and in Merwara it has risen from 33 to 37 per cent. 

5. The Merwara people show a great disinclination to leave the works, and, 
'as anticipated in last month's report. the wages have been lowered and discipline 
·has been made more strict. The Commissioner reports that he has sanctioned 
the reintroduction of the ticket system. Although this has been done with a 
view to the exclusion of foreigners, I regret that it should have been thought 
.necessary to adopt an expedient which puts into the hands of the patwaris an 
.unjustifiable llJllount of power. One of the special famine officers has left 
the district, and the. extra staff has been otherwise reduced. Even if the 
Assistant Commissioner and his a&sistants spend their whole time on tom 

.checking the issue of tickets, there is certain to be no inconsiderable amount 
of fraud. The measures already suggested to the Commissioner are, I think, 
. sufficient in themselves, if thoroughly carried out, to bring operations to 
.a close. To make the patwari the original arbiter of distress, is to put 
him in a position which, to say the least of it, he has neither the judgment 
·nor the moral strength to support. The Commissioner is being addressed on 
,the subject. 

6. Both districts received ample showers during the month. The arrears 
in khnrif sowings were Hartly made up, and ploughings for the rabi have been 

~{lI1rried on as vigorously as the limited resources of the people in the way of 
.draught power allowed. Altogether the general agricultural outlook, hopeful 
as it was at the end of July, has 'undergone still further improvement, The 
·Commillsioner continues to report the gradual return of some of the cattle 
which left the district last year, but he is unable to give any estimate of their 
numbers. From inquiries made in Ajmer during my stay there, there is 
reason to think that the total will not go far towards helping out the 
situation. The condition of the people has improved, and the death-rate has 
fallen. Prices continue to fall slowly, but it will be some timtl before the 
market 'recovers its normal tone. The Commissioner reports that "large 
imports of grain have continued during ·the month" in Ajmer, but the 
following returns furnished to this office of rail-borne food.grains show that 

. imports have considerably decreased :-

Month. Exports. I Importo. Net Imports. 

I 
. July ... ... I 20,075 163,395 143,320 

... I • 
August 7,098 28,989 21,891 
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This remarkable decline of 84 per cent. indicates that the local dealers. 
have formed a favourable estimate of the outturn of the approaching harvest. 

1. I have the honour to express my regret for the delay in the submission 
of the enclosed coITespondence. but it was received only on the evening of the-
13th ::ieptember from Ajmer. 

.No. 125. 

Letter from the Honourable the Chief Commissioner, Ajmer.Merwara, to the' 
Secretary to the Government of India, Department of Revenue and 
Agriculture, No. 3526.F., dated Abu, the 24th Ijctober, 1900. 

in continuation of my letter No. 3306·F., dated the 15th September, 1900, 
submitting the August monthly famine 'statements A. and B. for the districts of 
Ajmer and Merwara, I have the honour to forward the corresponding statements 
for the month of September, together with the Commissioner's covering letter-
No. 2099.F., dated 18th October, 1900.. . 

2. The usual table of relief figures is given in the margin. There has 
been a decrease of 41,145, or nearly 10 per cent., in the numbers on relief 

of all kinds in both 
. Months. 

August 1899 ... 
September It "0 

October " .... 
November " 
December 

" 
January 1900 .. 
February " 
March " 
April " 
May " .0. 

June " ,,0 

July " 
August 

" 
September " ... 

I Works. I Gratuitous. I Total. districts, which is now 
the lowest recorded for

-. '---, - .. ----- --- the last fourteen months. 
26,063 I 3,516 29,579 lu the Ajmer District 
46,056 I 6,309 52,365 all relief works were 

I 
8,898 80,238 closed by the 29th Sep. 71,340 

79,820 20,083 99.903 tember, with the excep· 

I 
tion of two Civil 88,89l! 27,172 116,064 
Agency worjrs which 

74,119 I 22,580 96,699 the Commissioner reo 
6~,851 I 33,890 103, 7 41 ports remained open 
77,747 "I 31,259 109,006 through a misunder· 
87,521 34,899 122,420 standing of the orders 
91.247 45,350 136,597 issued by him for their 

i discontinuance. The-
96,006 50,380 146,386 number of persons on 
61,187 
37,036 
7,672 

41,712 

31,367 
12,986 

102.859 these works was, how· 
68,403 ever, only 514. In 
20,658 Merwara the numbers 

on relief have fallen by 
39,633, and all works. 

were closed on the 13th October. This little district has suffered from nearly 
two years' drought which has been very demoralizing to the inhabitants. The 
forthcoming kharif harvest is, however, promising, and the prospects of the rabi 
fire also good. 

3. The physical condition of the people is reportlld to be f~ir in both 
districts, but malarial fever, which, I regret to say, prevails to a senous extent 
just now throughput Rajputana, is causing considerable mortality. 

4. Prices continue to fall, and grain imports are mostly re.exported into
the neighbouring Native States. The present correspondence will close the 
series of reports that have been submitted to Government of India since 
November, 1898. 
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SCALE OF FAMINE WAGES. 

No. 126. 

Letter from the l1pnourable the Chief Commissioner, Ajmer-Jlerwara, to the 
Secretary to the Government of India, Department of Revenue and 
Agriculture, No. 2459-F., dated Abu, the 12th . June, 1900. 

In continuation of correspondence ending with Mr. :Mart.indale's letter 
No. 1785-F., dated the 13th April, 1900,· 

1. l<'rom l<'amine Commissioner to Com- I have the houour to forward for the 
mis~ioner. ,l.jmer, No. 1831-F:, dated 17th information of the Government 'of India, 
AprIl, 1900. . f h d . 11 

2. From Commissioner to Chief Com- copIes 0 t e correspon ence margIna y 
missioner, No. 9S6-F., dated 18th April, noted regarding the scale off amine wages 
1900, and enclosures. in AJ-mer-Merwara The reply of the 

a. From Famine Commissioner to Com- C .. 'th I . 
missioner, Ajmer, telegram No. 1886-F., o~llllsslOner . to e ~est com~ulll-

-dated 23rd April, 1900. cation from thIS office WIll be submItted 
4. From Commissioner, Ajmer, to First on receipt. 

Assistant to the Agent to the Governor 
General. No.l144-F., dated 4th May, 1900, 2. As far as can be gathered from 
.and,enclosures.. . . the general terms in which the informa-

5. Frpm Supermtendmg Engmeer to tion is supplied by the Commissioner 
Commissioner, Ajmer, No. 2564, dated h" d b M M t' ' 
29th May, 1900. t e lI~stru~tlOns conveye y ; .• ar 111;-

6. FromCommissioner,Ajmer,toSuper- dale m hIS No. 1831-F; of 11th AprIl 
intending .:ngineer, No. 1433-l<'., dated were never carried out, although the 
1st June, 190(', and enclcsures. Commissioner now admits that the 

7. From Commissioner to Famine Com- I b h I h' I d h' 
missioner No 1348-F dated 26th May a ourers w ose OW p YSlque e 1m to 
1900, and'encl~sures .. , , abolish the 25 per cent. reduction were 

8. From Famine Commissioner to Com- recently arrived foreigners. The con
mis.ioner, No. 2458-F., dated l~th eluding sentence of paralrraph 11 of Mr. 
June,1900. Martindale's. No. 1385-%., dated 13th 
April, was therefore written under a misapprehension of the facts. As far a~ I 

·can judge there has been no reduction of the code scale of wages in the Ajmer 
district during April and May, and although the reduction in Merwara has varied, 
it has rarely amounted to 25 per cent. Until, however, the report ca.lled for 
from the Commissioner is received it is impossible to state accurately what the, 
wage scale is iu either district. 

Enclosure 1 No. 126. 

Letter from the Famine Commissioner, Rajpl6tana, to the Commissioner, Ajmer
]feru:ara, No. 1831-F., dated the 17th April, 1900. 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. /l70-F., dated 
the 4th April, 1900, in which you report that owing to deterioration. of the 
physique of certain classes of labourers ou the relief works in the Kekri circle d 
Ajmer since the reduction of the famine scale of wages by 25 per cent. was 
introduced, you had cancelled the 25 per cent. reduction not only in the Kekri 

,:circle, but throughout the whole of the Ajmer district. and had l1.uthorised the 
"rrant of the minimum wage on Sundays in both Ajmer and Merwara. You 
had also increased the number of civil kitchens in the Ajmer district. 

2. It does not appear clear from the correspondence forwarded with, your 
letter that the people who were previously in good condition had lost physique 

• 8"" page 487 of Command Paper 205, presented in 1900. 
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since the reduced wage was introduced. On the contrary it seems probable that 
the foreigners and the women and children belonging to the men on the 
Thakurs' estates formed the majority of the sufferers. They had presumably 
come comparatively recently on to the khalsa works. The geographical position 
of' the Kekri circle, which is readily accessible, not only to the villagers of the 
Ajmer Thakurr,tes, but also to the destitute subjects of four adjacent Native 
States, is, in th l Chief Commissioner's opinion, an important fuctor in con· 
sidering the Cat ,es of the deterioration among some of the people on the Kekri 
works. 

3. The Chief Commissioner, however, approves of the remedial orders you 
had issued in anticipation of your personal visit to the Kekri circle and your 
investigation of the loots reported. A further communication from you upon 
the subject, giving the results of your enquiry, is awaited. 

4. It is ullder~tood that daily payments and the Sunday wage have been 
geutrally introduced throughont both districts. These orders have M.r.· 
Martindale's cordial concurrence, but he is of opinion that where daily payments 
and a ;:;unday wage are given the :J.'J per cent. reduction on the North· Western 
Provinces scale should lor the present be retained except perhaps in the Kekri 
circle unless the labourers there have already recovered physique. 

5. It wor.d be interesting to learn whether the regular Ajmer labourers, 
who have bef 1 some time on the works at Kekri and elsewhere, have 
deteriorated, "r whether this fulling off is generally confined to recent 
immigrants from Native States and istimrari villages. 

6. In conclusion I am to say that the Chief Commissioner shares your 
views regarding the desirability of postponing the introduction of a minimum 
wage, and also your !<pprehension that the condition of the people on the works 
in the south·east of the Ajmer district has been inadequately watehed and 
tardily reported. The arrangements for controlling the operations of the grain 
dealers on the works appear to have been defective. 

Enclosure 2 in No. 12t). 

Letter /ro/l1 the Cmnmi8sioner, Ajruero i1ferwara, to the Chief Commissioner, Ajmer.· 
JlJerwara, No. 986.F., dated the 18th April, 1900. 

In continuation of correspondence ending with my letter No. 8iO.F., dated 
the 4th instant, I have the honour to report that I returned from a tour of 
inspection oyer the Kekri circle wor1<8 on the 16th instant. 

2. The l11!la,mres descriLed it; my letter cited above and in its enclosures 
have been successful in great measure, and the condition of the laboarers is not 
unsatisfactory as a whole. The lamine hospital,; are largely attended and 
contain many weakly children who are on special diet. 

3. The price of grain reported on these works being now 11 seers, I have 
restored the wage to that allowed on the 11 seer rate, giving however to the 
C class the wage allowed tor diggers. women. The lI-orking women still largely 
outnumber the diggers and are not employed solely on carrying work and deserve 
special treatment which it would not be prudent to withdraw. Full tasks are 
now being generally performed and the reduction of the number of the gangs 
to 60, and the placing of many of the very nnmerous E cIa-.s in special gangs 
will further improve the administrntion of the works and tend to prevent 
deterioration in condition. 
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Enclosure 3 in No. 126. 

from the Famine Commissioner, Rajputana, to the Commissioner, 
Ajrner-j}[erwara, No. 1886-11'., dated 23rd April, 1900. 

Your No. 986-F. of 18th April, paragraph 3. Chief Commissioner presnmes 
adoption of 11 seer rate and raising of C class wage are confined to Kekri 
circle. Please note on this in your reply to my 1831-F. of 17th April and 
also give wage basis and scale of wages now actually drawn in the various 
relief circles. 

Enclosure 4 in No. 126. 

Letter from the Commissioner, Ajmer-Merwara, to the FirstAssistant to the Agent 
to the Governor- General, RaJ'putana, and Chief Commissioner, Ajmer-
Merwara, No. 1144-F., dated 4th May, 1900. . 

I have the honour to reply to yourletter No. 1311-F., d"ted the lith March, 
1900, the delay in the disposal of which I regret. 

2. \Vith reference to paragraph 2 of your letter under disposal I enclose 
copies of letters N 08. 2398, dated the 2~rd ultimo, from the Executive Engineer, 
Ajmer Pruvincial Division, and 1538, dated the 2nd April, from the Rxecutive 
Engineer, Merwara Division, with the Assistant Commissioner's endorsement 
No. 257-F., dated April 6th. The officers who are in direct charge of and in 
touch with our works are all of opinion that oul' tasks are ample and cannot be 
increased. I agree entirely with them. The correspondence regarding the 
recent loss of condition among the workers in the Kekri circle will be found to 
further confirm the conclusion. I do uot think that the fact that larger tasks 
are prescribed in the North-Western Provinces affects the question; local 
problems mnst be solved locally. The North-Western Provinces labourer may 
be, and probably is, a man of better physique than the people here, and he may 
be a more intelligent workman-the scale of wages points to this last conclusion. 
Our people are far from intelligent and very inert. 

3. With regard to your paragraph 4, I wuuld observe that there was no 
raising of the children's wage by two chittacks in October, 1899. The children 
before October were children between 8 and 12 years, and their wage was 
eight chittacks. In October children between 10 and 14 on the works received 
10 chittacks. But that is not an increase of wage for the same children; the 
age was raised. 

4. With reference to your paragraph 5, I have the honour to say that the 
figures therein referred to were taken from the figures on the last day of the 
month in question. A tabular statement is supplied accordingly. 



Mont.h. 

i 

1 

1jmer. , , 
October, 1899 

, 
... . , . 

November, -1899; ... .,. 
,', 1 

December. 1899 : ... ." 

January, 1900 .. :. ... ... 

Merwara. 

October, 1899 ... ... ... 
November, 1899 ... ., . 
December, f899· ... ., . 
January, 1900 .•. ... ., . 

Annexure I. 

Number 01 PersonS in Receipt 01 Relief in Ajmer-MerWara 6etween October, 1899, and January, 1900. 

Number o~ L .. t Day of the iionth. 
-

On.Works. 
. . j 
Grotn,tollS Relief. Grond Tobill 

. of oolUlllIfB 

Miscellaneous. i, 8 and 9~ 

riependants. 
,. 

In mto"heno. ' In _ Workera. Total. In Village. Total. , Poor·hollS ... 

2 S I 4 6 6 1 8 IV 10 

; 

! 

... 24,1:16 361 24,416 350 -
i 

153 503 1,018 25,997 ; 
~ ,. I 

21,541 1,358 22,899 3,55,t 1,210 624 ' . 27,733 .. . 347 309 ; 

• t ~,' t 
! 

2,011 8,129 
, 

42,295 ... 31,266 33,277 417 6.775 937 889 
" , ,-v ,'. , ' 

1,243 9,672 ... 14,976 1,063 16,039 481 1,342 852 25,963 

. .. 47,225 4.386 51,611 1,810 3,341 - I 
5,151 - 56.762 

54,279 4,897 
, ! 70,169 ... 61,176 2,839 6,154 - 8,993 -

-... 53,626 4,835 58,461 ~410 8,631 - i3,041 - 7l,~O2 
... M,343 6,901 60,244 4,353 8,303 - 12,656 . - 72,900 

- -

Por,ulation of Distriot. 

l'eroentage 
AotuaL of columna 

10 and 11. 

11 12 

422,359 . 6'1 

- 6'5 

- 10'01 

- 6'1 

119,999 47'3 

- 58'4 

- 59'5 

- 60'7 

CIO 
DO o 
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Annexure II. 
UtBr from the Executive Engineer, Ajmer Provincial Divisior., to the Oomm~, 

Ajmer-Merwara, No. 2398, dated 23rd April, 1900. 

In reply to your endorsement No. 71t-F. of 19th_ March, 1900, I have- the honour to 
inform you that I consulted the Assistant Oommissioner with reference to the tasks in 
force on relief works in this division, and he says :-

.. The tasks are light for diggers in good condition, but I do not think it would be 
prudent to increase them so long as physique remains as at present." -

2. Personally I am still of opinion that the tasks exacted are sufficient, and the 
statementa given below for the weeks ending 17th March, 1900, and 14th April, 1900, are, 
I consider, proof of this. 

Week 87uUng 17th March, 1900 • 

. 
Gangs Fined for Short -- Work. Percentage. 

Aj_ Sv6.u.vioA 

Total number of gangs emploled ... 776 84 10 

Of this Untm supplied ... '" .,. 378 a8 16 

NanrMad Subtlioirion. 

Total_gangs ... ... ... .. . 88& 892 "-
Of this Kekri.S.war Road supplied ... 280 - g9 85 

NaoiJabod·Kekri Bailwa,y- ... '" H2/! 219 66 

WBIIk Ming 14th Apml, 1900. 

-- Gangs Fined for Short 
Work. Percentage. 

AjmtJr S"btJit1irioft. 

Total gangs ... ... ... ... 1,091 208 19 

Of tlrilt Untm Subdiviaien lupplied - ... 854 611- 19 

Ntuimbad 8ubtli"ilion. 

Total gangs ... ... .. , ... 1,1165 484 29 

Kekri..sawar Road ... ... ... - 511i_ .. lSi 28-

N .. lmbad·Kekri Railway ... ... 572 1Ii9- 28 

Annexure .IIL 
Lett",.- from the Ezecuti-v. Enginel!1', Merwa-ra Special Division, to the Assistant· 

Oommissi01'tl11", Merwara, No. 1538, dated 2nd April, 1900. 

I have the honour to ackn"wledge receipt of No. 712 of the 19th nl.timo, from the
Oommissioner, Ajmer·Merwars, forwarding copy of paragraph 2 from the 1st Assistant 
to the Agent to the Governor-General's letter, dated 16th March, 1900, to his addreBB, and 
asking me to report, in consultation with you, whether it is not pOBBihle to revise the scale 

-of task fixed for the famine labour of this district. 
• 2. I have oonsulted my subdivisionai officers at Beawar, Todgsrh, Bnd Makrer&, and 

they are. all unanimous in saying that no increase in the task can be effected, in which 
opinion I entirely agree. 

. No. 257-F., dated 6t/1 April, 1900, endorsed by the Assistant Oommissi01'tl11", Aferwara. 

_ Oopy forwarded to the Commissioner, Ajmer-Merwsra, for information~ saying that
the ABBistant Oommissioner, Me",,'lIl'B, agrees with the opinion of tile ,.Executive Engineer, 
Merwsra Special Divi8i~n. ' 

,-- -- ----'i--~------

10666 SOl 



Annexure I. 

Number of PersonS in &ceipt of Reiief in Ajmer-MerWara 6etween October, 1899, and January, 1900. 

Number on Last Day of the Month. Population of Diltriot. 
-

On.Worko. G":taftous Relief. Grand Totlil 
Month. of oolumD8 Peroeutage 

D.pen~ntM·1 
Miloellaneou8. .,8endli: AotuaL of oolumna 

Worklra. TttaL In Village. in J[;tOl:ieni. f In _ Total. 
10 and 11. 

, Poor·hoDlOll. , , 
1 2 S I 4 6 6 7 8 19 10 .11 1J 

!jmer. , , .. 
October, 1899 

, 
24,115 361 24,416 350 153 503 1,018 25,997 422,359 6'1 ... .. , '" -

November, 1899 : ... ... . .. 21,541 1,358 22,899 347 3,554 
... " 

4,~16 309 624 27,733 - 6'5 
... ! • 2,011 • '1 4.2,295 December, 1899 : ... ... . .. 31,266 33,27 417 6,775 937 8,129 889 - 10'01 

, , .y " ' . 
1,342 1,~3 9,67~ January, 1900 .. :. .. , .. , ... 14,976 1,063 16,039 481 852 25,963 - 6'1 

Merwara. 

4,386 
I 

-
October, 1899 ... '" . .. ... 47,225 51,611 1,810 3,341 - 5,i51 - 56,762 119,999 47'3 

November, 1899 5G,279 4,897 
, 

70,169 58'4 ... ... .. , 61,,176 2,839 6,154 - 8,993 - -
December, fS99 .. , ." ... 53,626 4,835 58,461 

, 
4,410 8,631 - i3,041 - 71,502 - 59'5 

Jannary, 1900 ... ... .. , ... 54,343 5,901 60,244 4,353 8,303 - 12,656 - 72,900 - 60'7 

.' - -
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Annexure IT. 
LetUr from tM EztJCUtiw Enginser, AjmM' Provineial Divi.sior .. to tM Co~. 

AjrMr-Merwara, No. 2398. datetl23rd April, 1900. 

In reply to your endorsement No. 7ll-F. of 19th March, 1900. I haft the honour !& 
inform you that I consulted the Assistant Commifllioner with reference to the tasks m 
fo""" on relief works in this division. and he ... ye :-

"The tasks are light for diggers in good condition. but I do not think it would be 
prudent to increase them eo long as physique remains as at preeent." 

2. Personally I am etiIl of opinion that the tasks exacted are sufficient, and the 
statements given below for the weeks ending 17th March, 1900. and 14th April. 1900. are, 
I consider. proof of this. 

W .. k ending 17th March, 1900. 

-- Gaags Fined for Short 
P""""'bIge. Work. 

.Ij_BoUioiriDa 

Total .. umber of p.DgII omploJed .- 7r. M 10 

Of this Untn. supplied _ - .- 378 6S 16 

l\~ BllUi ___ 

Totalganp - ... .- ... 881. 391 « 
Of this Kekri-Sa ..... Road suppUed ... - 99 36 

NOIIiIaIIod-Kokri BailWlQ' .- - 328 219 66 

Waok __ 116 14th April, 1900. 

-- Gaags Fined for Short 
P~ Work. 

.Aj.u &cWiririow. 

Total p.DgII .- - .,. .- 1,091 !OS 19 Of_ U ..... au_ oapplied _. 
sst till l' 

~·lIIir'IIIIU &Wielri4Ja. 

Total p.DgII .- - ... - 1,666 fM 29 

I Kekri-Sa ..... II-.d - - -" 589 "lU 23 

N __ Kebi IIaillRT . - ... 672 159 28 I 
Annexure .ill. 

Lettsr ftvm tM Eztt:utir:e I!Jngin«r. Nt II .... a Sp.cial DitMWn. to 1M Aui.9tant
Oommis8i0....... Merwara, No. J.a38, datetl 2nd April. 1900. 

I have the honoUr to acknowledge receipt of No. 712 of the 19th 1Il.timo, from ths" 
Commissioner. Ajmer-Merwano, forwarding copy of paragraph! from the 1st Assi ..... nt 
to the Agent to the Governor-Genetal·s letter, deled 16th March, 1900, to his address, and 
asking me to report, in consullation with yon, whether it is not possilje to revise the scale 
of task fixed for the fsmine labour of this district. 

. ll. I have consnlted my subdivisional officers at Baa ....... Todgarh, and Makrera, and 
they are all uuauimoua in ... )ing that no increase in the task can be e1fected, in which 
opinion I entire1y agree. 

. No. 257-F., datetl6th April. 1900. mdorwd by tM ~ ~,Merwara.. 

Co!>y forwarded: ~ the Commi"8i.,ner, Ajmer-Merwano, for information, saying that 
the ABSlstant Commullloner, Mertl ........ agreee with the opinion of tile ""--nlive Engineer 
Merwara Special Division. ,...-.., 

10666 ICI 
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Enclosure 5 in No. ·126. 

Letter from the Secretary to the Chief Coinrllissioner, Ajmer-llferwara, in tlie" 
Public. Works Department, to the Commissioner,' Ajmer-Merwara, No. 
:2564-S., dated 29th May, 1900. 

_ I, am directed to acknowledge 'the receipt of your No. 1285-F. of the 17th 
May; 1900, and in reference to its accompaniment, letter No. 2343, dated the 
l1~h idem, from the Executive Engineer, Merwara Special Division, on the 
-subject of the calculation of famine wages, I am desired to reply as follows :-' 

2. It is noted that a reduction of 25 per cent. in the wages is in force. 
The Executive Engineer's method of calculating this reduction may be correct, 
but works out wrongly in its results. The attached tabular statement, No. I., 
~ompp..es the Executive Engineer's figures, a!:! entered in his letter, with the 
-correct ones as worked out here. '-

3. From the statement it would be seen that Executive Engineer~s figures 
are too high almost in all cases, due to his not having taken the next higher 
figures for values involving t seer and ~ver. 

4. I am to point out that as the ~esults ofhis mistake a larger sum is 
being paid in wages than the people are entitled to, and that the Government 
thereby Buffers for a considerable loss. For instance, taking the figur~s in the 
D-III. return of week ending 28th April, the results work out as in iattached 
tabular statement (No. II.), showing a possible excess in one work of :&s. 3,455, 
-equivalent to Rs. 14,820 per mensem. -

5. I am, therefore, to request that in future the method prescribetJ. by the 
Famine Commission, paragraph 459, page 276, of their report may ~ strictly 
adhered to in calculating a 25 per cent. wage reduction, and that the Executive 
Engineer may be instructed to observe the correct wage rate as soon as possible. 
Both Executive Engineers are being addressed separately by the Superintending 
Engineer on this subject. ' 

Annexure 1. 

No. I. 
! , ; . 

I , 
I I W_ of Different Classes in Pioe. 

Redu0e4 Pri ..... Ii 
Ik-: ' C-14 Chittaks.In.:-IO chittaks. .. 19chittakB. 

, I ' ' 

Actual Prioee 
, .. ~ e . ~ ~ ~ §,g " Remarks . of Grain. .a ! oS ID i>l f;aS i>l i>l 

~ !Ii 'cog ~ ... mo 
" :8 " ''; :r :~o : "0 I> I> 

" P<~ .. . i! :a Il;~ :a ,gil :tI 
8- " " ~,.: IJ t~ , i! ,; h h ~.~ ... M" i= .. Ze i>l~ lee .9 lee .9 II j~ ... 110 '&, ... Po .... .. Po ..... 
~ III ~ III III III III 

< 

11 seers I 
13'75 5 6 4, 4, 3 3 With half seer •.. ! +.2'75 

or more the i 
(14 taken.) next high-, 

i 
est number 
should be 

i taken .. 
10 seers ... + 2'5 12'5 6 6 4 5 3 3 

, 

I 

(13 taken.) , 
~,~ seers 

I 
••• ! + 2'1 10-6 7 8 5 6 4, 4, 

I 

I 
(11 taken.) 

-- -- , 



. No. 11. 
- '. . ... . 

. 
lrIakrera. = 1 t 11881'8. Beawar Subdivision = 10 seers. Todgsrh Subdivision = 81 Beel'B. "Total Amount. &duced Wage = 14. Reduced Wage = 13. Reduced Wag. = n. 

:fJ E:r.ecutive Ezecutive Executive 
II Correet Wag ... Engineer', 1 Correet Wag ... Engineer's ". Correct W agee. Engineer'. 

i ~ Wag .. Wages 
~ 

Wages 
J!I on 13 I588l'L Ie on 12 seers. on 10 seers. Ie CJua. 'a .; --- & .- BomarkB. 
p ,!j .-" 'CI " " ~ Jl oS . a 

l j ~ .~ ~ .§ i .§ .~ ~ 
'Q, 

a .:l 
~-li 

... p ... p ... ... 
'" ~ .S .. .S ~ 'CI . S .. .9 'Ii .. ' .S ~ .S .. 

!l a 0 g ~ :3 
S~ f I ! f g ~ = ! i i ~ 

a 
0 ] II' 0 0 0 ole a ~ a ~ a ~ 

Ie Ie Ie 0 H f< I <0/ <0/ <0/ 0 '" I .. 
Rs. Re .. Re. . Re. Re. Re . 

B includes A ••• ... 22,005 1\ 1,119 6 2,063 44,883, 6 4,208 6 4,20!l 57,770 7 6,319' 8 7,221 12,246 13,492 

. 
C 28,829 4 1,802 4 1,802 67,207 4 4,200 5 5,250 74,210 5 5,798 

. 
6 6,957 11,800 14,009 ... . .. 

D ... .. 10,526 3 493 3 493 17,573 3 824 3 824 17,420 4 1,089 4 1,089 2,406 2,406 

-- ~ 

- - 4,014 - 4,358 - - 9,232 - 10,282 - - 13,2b6 - 15,267 26,452 29,901 

• 

I 
Excess paid dur iug we ek=3,45 5 x 4,...14 ,820 per - . month. 

.. .. 

.. .. .. ' . 
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Enclosure 6 in No. 126. 

~etter from the Commissioner, Ajmer-Merwara, to the Secretary to the Chief 
Commissioner, Aimer-Merwara, in the Public Works Department, No. 
1433-F., dated lst June, 1900; --
I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 2564-S., 

dated the 29th May, 1900. 

2. I am afraid that I have not mad~ myself clear on the matter of wages. 
We did introduce a reduction of 25 per cent. or thereabouts last February. 
But it is not absolutely correct to say that a. reduction of 25 per cent. is in 
force. Prices on given works vary from time to time, and there is no precise 
Imd constant proportion of reduction. I have divided the Merwara district into 
~hree wage-groups, and the Ajmer district into two. In these we pay at 
[lresent wages on the 13, 12, and 10 seer scale, respectively, in Merwara, and on 
the 12 and 10 seer scale in Ajmer_ The wages given are those given on page 
136 of the North-Western Provinces Code (revised edition of September, 
1899) ; the grain equivalents fixed under that code include all our classes. 

3. The effect of the wages is under constant watch and attention., The 
::andition of the workers has to be watched as well as the course of prices. In 
one wage-group (the Kekricircle) there has been considerable correspondence 
on this subject with the Famine Commissioner, and on these works I am now 
giving the full wage (the 10 seer wage) which means practically that there is 
no reduction at all. As I understand your letter I should apply the 13 seer 
wage to these works, and this is a course which would be adverse to the 
opinion of every ·officer who has recently visited those works, including myself. 
In my opinion the adoption of that course would be most unfortunate. Again, 
were the scale given in Enclosure'l to your letter to be adopted in Todgarh,. 
where for month after month the condition of the labourers has been reported to 
be indifferent, I think that a result of a similar kind has to be anticipated. I . 
may explain that I have constantly been called on to check a tendenoy to 
~Ilcrease wages recommended by the district and departmental officers, and on 
one occasion incurred a considerable responsibility in resisting pressure (rightly 
as it proved) of a peculiarly strong kind. 

4. There is no immutable law of 25 per cent. reduction. A large margin 
_of discretion is allowed in either direction under the rule (section 105-A. North
Western Provinces Code). I have declared the prices on which wages are to 
be calculated, and these prices have been reported to the Chief Commissioner. 
The Executive Engineers have not fixed the scales of wages; these have been 
fixed, or rather applied, by me. The Executive Engineers have little respon
sibility in the matter if they have followed my instructions, and I have no 
reason for thinking that they have done otherwise. There has been, I think, 
no loss to Government under the wages as fixed by me. On the other hand, I 
think that, especially in Merwara where inspection is inadequate, there would 
be a great danger of considerable loss if the Executive Engineers fixed their own 
wages on the different works, even within the limits that your letter prescribes. 
The works have been grouped with reference to prices and wages as acciIrately 
and suitably as is practicable, and the reductions now taken are as much as the 
]l~ople can bear. ' 

5. I have the honour to request that these papers may be ·flaced before 
the Chief Commissioner in the Famine Department, and that may receive 
further instructions. The purport of the communication made to the Executive 
Engineers by the Superintending Engineer, referred to ,in yQ1ll" letter under 
reply, has not been conveyed to me. As the ugulation of wages is a matter 
specially within the Commissioner's province, subject of course to the Chief' 
Commissioner's instructions, I assume that the Executive Engineers have been 
instructed not to modify the wages now given without a reference to me, and I 
h'ive so instructed them. ' . 
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It will, I think, be inconvenient if instructions as to wages issue through 
more than one channel. I am afraid that if the Executive Engineers apply the 
scales quoted in the enclosure to your letter, there will be not ~nly a good deal 

(Of confusion, but that (as I havp I!tated elsewhere) . the results are likely to be 
most unfortunate. If people are driven off the works by low wages at the end 

,of the mmine, I !think it not likely that .wandering will largely set in, ~sarily 
followed by starvation cases, and that the peace of the country will be seriously 

.jfuIturbed. ,The question is one of vital importance to which I invite the earliest 
.attelltipn. ,Jt .seems to me that.the provisions .of ~ticle 4.59 .,9c"the 'Famine 
,Co~ion"Rep(i)rt have been followed in this_matter They are,.embodied in 
,the sections &f the code already referred to. "Myreco~mendation is' that for the 
. ,reasons ,which: \have been ,addl/.ced in this letter, the rates of wljges th!,!rein quoted 
,,p:Iay.<:oOJl,ti,Q,ue ,to be gi;ven, ,lLIId .that the ,i!:ta.tt:IlCt;iQDs,,.I1On,tainlld"iIl( your letter 
"under Il!eply,may be with,Ir8wn. 

7. Colonel Wyllie will, I am sure, understand that this recommendation 
is prompted solely by the wish to place bEU'ore him·the ·c,onsideTations·on which 
the wages at present existing are fixed. If it be his wish that the wages be 
lowered, . every. effort ·will be ~e ,to ,carry JUs ,wish to. asu08II88£u1 .issue. . I 
have not had time to make a 'reference ·on J'&U1l'letter to'the1v8:rious district 

,offic.ers, . but I believe I ,am right jn sayi.pg.,.tb,a,t, e~ery,pne Q~.them,·'Woltld' be 
opposed to a further cutting down . 

. Enclosure 7 in 'No. 126. 

Letter from the Comll.issWner, Ajmer-Merwara, to the Famine Commissioner in 
Rajplottana, Mount Abu, No. 1358-F., dated the 26th May, 1900. 

I have the honour to refer to your 4ltter, No. 1831-F., dated the 17th ultimo, 
on the subject of the conditiJl~ 'oF:the works: in the Kekri circle, and in this 
connection to enclose copy l)f ijetter "No. 181'25'-'F., dated the 18th instant, 
addressed to me by the Executive Engineer, :A.jmerProvincial Division .. I 
believe that the opinions expressed by Mr. Manners Smith, and endorsedJby the 

. Assistant Commissioner, are substantially correct. 

2.' l·hlllVethe honour to report further·tBat·in:t;he·seeond week of <May. a 
.!~rious ()utbreak of cholera -in an epidemic" form' hrokeont -on 'these 'W~~s. 
·Mr. 'Manners'·Smith, with Mr. Peacock, Special Famine Officer, re!rohed :the 
.works,whenthe·epidemic was raging; they were followed shortly.hy'081ptain 
Black, the Famine Medical Officer, and the Assistant Commii!sioner;~ Mr. Edwards. 
The. works ,were disorganised: some of the officials had been. &ttaoked -by 
the disease, and there had been many deaths among the labourers Qnd in·'the 
-31i!lages in that part of the country; A number of the labourers h.ad left the 
'WOl"ks'in''the'plItllic. In· the 'temporary disorganisation il.nd scare 'bhe 'prompt 
cburiat af thel.dead had been, I have been informed, not. al W8 y8 camed ~Jt. '. '1).e 
'Dl_res-takenby the officers named have,restored confidence,and:the-epidemic 
·hall' slJ,b8iil.edi'thou~ Ilnti! quite· recently cholera haS' been interfe;ring'With>the 
~>ek1(;ha;lkWdr k at:ueoli. 

3. The prics.ofgrain atKekri havingriaen'1'to,.ap~ly,t 10,JI8el"s, 
and the price on the works in the circle bein~ 9 seers or thereabouts, I have 
,A;OOllgh.,it- ro.ght,.having regard to this mct and the oircUliDstBl!UleB·above reported, 
.to increase ,th.eo K.ekri oircle wage to that given on the 10 aeel7 scale. ·Thezesb·nf 
,the 'v.:orkll' in' Ajmer are, for the present, on the 12. seer .acale, but, it may 'be 
filecess&r)& to,place .some of them on the 11 seer BCQle. ..A.. distributiGn of clotkell 
and Df'lDedical oomfurts from the Charitable Relief FWild,is.m progress. 



Annexure 1. 

Letter from the '1txedutive Engineer, A}mer Provincial Division, to the Oommissioner .. 
Ajmer-Merwara, No. 3125, dated the 18th May, 1900. 

In reply to your endorsement, No. 1082-F. of 27th April, 1900, I have the honour to, 
" inform you- . 

(a) I coftsider that the majority cif the sufferers on the Kekri-BawaI' Road were 
nearly all persons who had arrived comparatively recently, in miserable con
dition, from the neighbouring native states and. istimrari villages. Theyw~re. 
not in consequence able to carI:'Y out the ordinary tasks, and consequently failed 
to earn the ordinary wage which at the tilne was at the 25 per cent. reduced 
scale. The difference in the appearance of the labourers on this work a month 
later when they had only been given a very light task and higher wage was
remarkable. The tasks were then raised again to those in force elsewhere in 
the Ajmer district. , 

(b.) Although daily payments are in force, I do not recommend a reduction in 
wage below the current rate of cheapest grain on the work. 

(c.) I consider that the regularlaboorers on Ajmer works are, as a rule, in excellent 
condition and nearly all carry out the' tasks fixed, in ;full. 

• 2. The Assistant Commissioner whom I have consulted writes that he agrees with. 
the opinion expressed by me. . , 

,Enclosure 8 in No. 126. 

Letter from the Famine Commissioner, Rajputana, to the Commissioner, Ajmer-' 
Merwara, No. 2458-F., dated the 12th June, 1900. -

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letters Nos. 1358-F. and 
H33-F., dated the 26th May and 1st J"une .r~lIpectively. The latter hIlS been 
transferred to me from the Supe~intend.i.D.g . .l!;ngineer' s office, as it iSIDore, 

. convenient to deal with the subject of wages "in one set of correspondence. 

2. Your telegram No. 304-F., dated 9th February, announced that orders 
bad been issued for the code scale of famine wages in both districts to be

,.reduced by 25 percent. This reduction appears to have been in force, every
. where up to the 12th of March, when it was abolished in the Kekri circle only. 
The next step taken, it is 1lIlderstood, was to abolish the reduction in the· 

, remaining circles of the Ajmer. distri~t as reported in par~ph 5 of your let.ter' 
.. No. 870·F., dated the 4th Apnl. Smce then, no change ill the scale of wages, 
, except such as may have been necessitated by fluctuations in the price of grain, 
appears to have been effected either in Ajmer or ~erwara. 

3. In this office No. 1831-F., dated 17th April, 1900, Mr. Martindale 
pointed out that it was probable that the labourers whose low physique on the 

.. Kekri circle relief-works had led you to raise the wage were newly arrived 
aliens, and he directed that as the Sunday wage and daily payments had been 
introduced, the 25 per cent. reduction in wage should be everywhere retained 
except in the Kekri circle. It was also remarked that the arrangements fol'" 

"controlling the grain dealers appeared to have been defective. 

4. In the first of your two letters under reply you endorse the opinion or
the Executiye Engineer and Assistant Commissioner that ,the majority of the 
people whose Ilondition led yoq. to abolish the 2;,\ per cent. reduction in the 
Kekri circle had recently arrived from foreign territory. In paragraph 3 you 
explain that the wages in the Kekri circle are now on the 10 seer scale and 
over the rest of the Ajmer circle on the 12 seer scale. The officiating Chier
Commissioner cannot clearly understand from, this whether the 25 per cent. 
reduction is still in foree' 'iii Kjnier with -tllEl-e'icep,tion of the Kekri circle, and. 
I am to request that you will kindly enlighten him. 
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5. The group system of works appears to have· been iI/troduced .. in the 
beginning of March and the instruction& regarding it are contained in the 
enclosure to your No. 460·F., dated 1st March, 1900. Colonel Wyllie under. 
stands that since that date the scale of wages described in that correspOll.deuce 
has prevailed, and that the wages have not been calculated by the office1'll in 
charge under the supervision of the executive engineers from time to time 
accordi~~ to the market price of grain duly notified to them as is contemplated' 
by the ~orth·Westem Provinces Code. At the same time paragraph 5 of you\'" 
instructions quoted above would appear to give the Executive Engineer, 
Merwara, power to make any "requisite alteration in consultation with the 
Assistant Commissioner." I am to explain that it was under the impression 
that the Executive Engineer had such power that Superintending Engineer's 
No. 2564 was written. 

6. In paragrsph 2 of your letter of 1st June, you state that the grouping 
of works is arranged with reference to prices. I am now directed to ask that 
you will be so good as to furnish details as to the works in each group, the prices 
prevailing in the nearest markets or on the works and the weight of grain each 
separste wage will buy. This information, which has already been called for 
by Mr. Martindale in this office telegram No. 1886·F., dated 23fd April, but 
has not yet been furnished, is necessary to enable the Chief Commissioner to 
follow intelligently the course of the famine policy in .Ajmer·Merwara and to 
justify to the Government of India by facts the expenditnre of so large a sum of 
money as is being spent on famine relief. Until the receipt of your letter of 
the first of June, Colonel Wyllie understood that the scale of wages in all parts 
of your jurisdiction except the Kekri circle was 25 per ce~t. below that 
warranted by market rates, and Mr. Martindale reported in, this sense to the 
Government of India as long ago as 1 ith April. . 

7. It was on the understanding that the 25 per cent. reduction rule was 
in force over the greater part of Ajmer-Merwal'a that Superintending Engineer's 
letter of the 29th May was written. The sole object of that letter, I am to 
explain, was to point out, what .the Chief Commissioner believed to be, certain' 
errors in the method of calculating the reduction. The' question of the 
sufficiency or otherwise of the wages given was not' alluded to. Colonel Wyllie 
is quite prepared ou due evidence being shown to agree with you and. your 
officers that the wages are as low as the people can bear. He fully concurs 
with you that the 25 per cent. rule is not immutable and that a large margin of 
discretion is allowed to you in either direction. All that he wishes to ensure is 
that whatever variation above or below the normal code scale may be determined 
on, 'it should be calculated in the prescribed way and reported for information.· 
Otherwise it becomes impossible either for the local administration or for the 
Government of India to have an accurate idea of the measure of relief given to 
the people. If the fortnightly statermnts contained an exact note of the 
disbursements on account of the wages of each. s~arate class, it might be 
possible by a reference to the l'eturns of fluctuations in prices to determine 
approximately, the relation of the wages to the market grain rates. But as 
pointed out in this office No. 2321·F., dated 29th May, 1900, that source of 
information is not yet available. . 

AGRICULTURAL OUTLOOK FOR 1901-2.' 

-No. 127~"'" -.~ 

Letter from G. G. White, Esq., M:I.C.E., Secretary to the Agents to the Governor
, Ge'neral and Chief Commissioner, in the Public Jt orlc& Department, Rajpu

. (ana and Central India, to the Secretary to the Government' of India, 
. Fore(qn Department, No. 4060 S., dated jJJount Abu, '25th October, 1901. 

I am directed to sqbmit, for the information of 1;he Government of India, a 
copy of ,~ telegram, ,dated 24th Octobcr"1901, from., the .Commissiou.e\" 

10666 8 D 
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Ajmer.Merwara, applying for an allotment of funds under the Land Improve. 
ment and AgriculturistR' Loans Acts. 

2. The unfavourable agricultural outlook in Ajmer.Merwara has already 
been reported to Government of India, whilst the Commissioner of Ajmer· 
Merwara now estimates that the irrigated, kharif crop in both districts will 
yield something under 8 anna in the rupee, and that the unil'rigated crops will 
yield almost nothing; but until detailed information is received as to the 
proportion to the normal of the irrigated and unirrigllted areas to which the 
above estimate has been applied, and the precise localities in which the failure of 
the kharif harvest has amounted to a total loss, it is impossible to say how soon 
and to what extent relief measures will be required. 

3. Although no signs of distress have so far been reported to exist, it 
cannot be doubted that the large defect in the average rainfall of the years 
will have the serious effect of limiting irrigation to a very large extent, and 
thus this fact, combined with the almost total failure of the kharif cereal 
crops over the unirrigated area in the two districts, will eventually result in 
distress of a more or less pronounced type in those villages which are not 
protected by a strong well system of irrigation. Detailed reports on, the 
above points have already been ,asked for from the Commissioner, and it 8 

expected will be received very shortly now that the autumn "Girdawari" or 
assessment of standing crops is approaching completion. The precisll forms 
of relief that will be required to meet any symptoms of distress as they develop 
can then be determined in accordance with the most recent orders of Government 
on this subject . 

• 
4. Meanwhile, to aid the agricultural population until the above more 

important measures are sanctioned, the question of granting takavi advances 
has been under the consideration of the local authorities, with the result, as will 
be seen from the.Ccmmissioner's telegram, that it is considered that the sum of 
B.s. 1130,000 may usefully be appli,ed under the two Acts in force for advances to 
cultivators in those areas in which they 'can be profitably utilised for the extension 
of well irrigation. Whilst urgent sanction for Rs. 50,000 to meet immediate 
requirements is now solicited. 

5. The Honourable thp Officiating Chief Commissioner supports this 
application pending 'the receipt of the further report and detailed estimates 
which 'ha.ve been promised by the Commissioner. I am, therefore, to request 
that the Government of India will be pleased to communicate by telegram 
their sanction 'to a preliminary allotment of Rs.50,000 inclusive of the normal 
grant of Rs. 15,000 for distribution in both districts 'under the Land Improve. 
ment and Agriculturists' Loans Acts. ' 

, Enclosure in No. 127. 

Telegram from the Comm£ssioner of Ajmer • .iUerwara to the First Assistant to the 
Agent to the Governor.General, dated 24th Octooer, 1901. , 

Please refer end ofmy'~~ekbr,~port,_No~,,50.'i9,Xamine, da.ted 10th October. 
I estimate that as matters stana at present Wlthout more rain we may usefully 
give out one lakh thirty thousand under the two Acts. Solicit urgent sanction 
to prelimine.ry grant of fifty thousand. Detailed estimates will follow. 

,No. 128~ 

Telegram from J. B. Fuller, Esq., C.I. E., Secretary to the Government oj 
India, Department of Revenue and .Agriculture, to the 'Chi~f Commissioner 0/ 
Ajmer.Merwara, No. 3910, dated Simla, the 1st Not'ember, 1901. 

-YOU1' 'letter No. 406() of 25th ultimo to Foreign Department. Government 
of lndia:llgree to grant' £or takavi advances in Ajmer-.Merwara during current 
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year being increased to Rs. iiO,OOO on understanding that proper precautions 
will be taken that takavi is usefully applied. 

No. 129. 
.' 

,Letter from G. G. White, Esq., Jf.I.C.E., Ser,retary to the Agents to the Governor
General and Chief Commissioner, in the Public Works Department, Rajpu· 

;;.7{tana and Central Ind;:!, to tlle Sef'1'etary to the Government 0/ India, 
Foreign Department, .Tvo. 4322 S., dated Mount Abu, the 5th November, 
1901. 

Unfavourable Agricultural Outlook in Ajmer.J1erwara. 

In continuation oftbis office letter No. 4060 S., dated 25th October, 1901, 
on the subject of the unfavourable agricultural outlook in Ajmer-Merwara, 
and with reference to this office No. 3620 S ! dated 3rd October, - I am directed 
to address you as follows. 

2. Ad interim report.-The Commisaioner's detailed report of kharif 
out-tum, probable rabi sowings, and particulars of areas where t,be kharif crop 
has totally failed, is expected to reach this office on November 18th, and the 
information contained will be at once communicated to you on receipt. In 
the meantime I am to submit the following ad interim report' giving sucb 
information as is already to hand. 

3. Rain/all.-The Government of India are aware from the weather aud 
crop telegrams that the rainfall in Ajmer-Merwara has been largely in defect 
as compared with the normal. The following table gives month by month, 
from 1st June to end of October, 1901, the actual rainfall in Ajmer with the 
average for each month :-

In 1901. Average. 

• 
Inches. Inches. 

June l'U' 2'22 

July 5'32 7-2' 

August 4-69 7·9i 

September 0'25 2'53 

October -_. 0'60 0'29 

4. Extent of Crop Failure.-The usefulness of such rain as fell was 
qualified by the unseasonableness of the falls and by the sudden cessation of the 
monsoon at the end of August. As the result of this capricious rainfall and 
of the rava"aes of locusts, rats, and a species of field cricket, locally known as 
"pharka," the kharif food-grain crops on the un irrigated lands in both districts 
have to a large extent failed, though tilli, cotton and hemp have done better 
than the other food-grains. and the result is a 4-anna out-turn on the whole, 
whqe the irrigated area which, for want of rain, is less than usual has given 
all round an 8-annll crop, which amounts to about a 7 -anna crop on the normal 
irrigated area_ . 

5. Effect of Recent Rainl'all.-The fall of rain which occurred lit the end 
of October, 1901, IIveraged 60 cents for the two q,istricts, lind in some plaCes 

, .' . 

• Forecast for Rajputana __ Vol. II., page 392. 
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where it amounted to about one inch and a half the water-supply in the well~ 
was slightly improved. These late .showers have also facilitated rabi ploughing" 
in the beds of tanks, bilt the Commissioner reports that their effects on cotton, 
where in flower. and on the grass crops, have been more injurious than beneficial,. 
As this late rainfall has not been sufficient to benefit the wells generally, the 
rabi cultivation will be necessarily limited in area. In :Merwara, where the 
water-level in the wells· is lower than in Ajmer, and in Ajrner, where the 
circumstances are favourable, wells are ·being deepened, alld doubtless some good 
results will follow, but the Commissioner has no great hopes of any material 
expansion of the rabi cultivation by this means, as the circumstances are not 
1tltogether opportune for deepening wells at this season, when" sowing watering" 
has to go on at the same time. 

6. Estimates of Out-turn.-The .out-turn. of t~e recentkharif is estimated 
,at 70,000 maunds in the Khalsa portion of·the Ajmer district with a population 
·of 77,631, so that it may be assumed thl!-t .there .is in. this quantity a supply for 
two to three months. Although figures for the Jagir and Istimrari estates 
which occupy over three-fifths of the Ajmer district have not been supplied 
(nor would such figures be easily available), there appears to be no reason tp 
believe that the position of those estates is worse than that of the Khalsa area. . . 

7. In the Merwara district the out-turn is reported to be about 95,500 
maunds, which would last for 2t to 3k months for the 87,422 people 'in the 
district. 

8. Food Stocl.: .. -:N 0 account can be taken of the previou~ year's surplus. 
The absence of such accummulations is sufficiently accounted for by the previous· 
history of the districts which have passed through a series of indifferent seasons 
culminating in the scarcity of 1898-1899 and the famine of·1899~1900. The 
poorer class of cultivators are said to have suffered in their credit with the village 
hohra, and it is obvious that the resisting power of the people cannot have been 
much strengthened by one year's favourable harvest. -

9. Prices.-The local trade may be relied on, as in former times of 
adversity, for maintaining and distributing the required supply offood-stocks. 
There seems als.o _ no reason toapprehena that the prices will rise to the level 
which tltey attained in 1899-1900, as the general level of prices depends more 
.on the state of the harvests in the Punjab and the North-Western Provinces 
than on lo~al c.onditions.Prices .in Ajmer quoted .£01' w!:ek ending the 26th 
October, 1901, are compared with those ruling in the middle of February and 
May, 1901, in the following table :-. 

• 

'I 
- 15th February, 15th Ma.y, 26th October, 

. . 1901 . ' 1901. 1901. 

:,--- .. 

• I ! Maize ... ... I 22'8 17'8 16'2 .J" 

Barley ... ... .. . 15'!! IS'O 15'8 

Gram ... ... ... 10'10 17'2 15'S 

Jowar '" ... ... 22'6 1S'8 15'0 

.. 
Prices have fluctuated slightly of late, but ill the absence of the statistics showing 
the movements of food-grains no useful conclusions can be drawn on the 
subject further than that the present rates of grains are sufficiently high, in tl,e 
existing conditions, to mark the beginning of pressure on the agricultural classes 
which form the ~ulk of the population .of these districts_ 

10. Cattle, Fodder Supply, c~·c.-The Commissic.ller who has been touring 
-in-the-.distriGt-Gf Ajmfll!--reports thatkharifcuttirigs are nearly complete, and that 
rabi ploughings and in s.ome places Bowings have commenced. The condition of 
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i;he agricultural live-stock is good, aQd the fodder-supply promises to be Butiicient. 
The Commissioner reports that.lu his recent tours, which have now extended 

·O\-er a considerable portion of the Ajmer district, he has' not seen any signs of 
distress. But at the same time he has taken measures calculated to mel!t any 
future developments and is doing what is necessary. to put the administrative 
machinery for relief in a state of preparedness. 

11. Takavi.-Every effort is being made to me~t the demands of the 
-eultivators for takavi advances, wherever such can be usefully employed, and 
suspensions of the land revenue deman<l will be granted on the usual policy'. 
The prospects ()f a water famine are reported 'to be slight. . 

12. Relief Requirements.-In the opinion oLthe Commissioner, Ajmer
Merwara, the necessity fol' opening test relief works wi1\ make itself felt about 
January, 1902. In estimating the probable relief. expenditure that will be 
required, an important factor is the sufficiency or otherwise of the relief, 
organisation in the Istimrari areas and the surrounding Native States. The 
responsibility of the Istimrardars for relief within their own estates is laid down 
in paragraph 31 of the Ajmer Famine Code, 1897, but the rule was practically 
set aside in the famine of 1899-1900, when in view of the inability of some of 
the Istimrnrdars to maintain relief operations on any scale it was found 
"necessary to1 admit their tenants freely on Government work~ and to open 
kitchens at the expense of Government for their gratuitous relief. . 

13. Istimrari Estates.-In view of the above drawbacks it has now been 
decided that, except in the few instances of the "Iarger aud better managed 
~states, the preliminary investigation and organisation of relief measures to be 
.adopted should be carried out by the DistriGt Officials under the direction of 
the Commissioner on the same lines, subject to minor modifications, as have been 
adopted under the. recent orders of Government for the Khalsa and Jagir areas, 
whilst the expenditure involyed wiH, in the first instance, be charged to GoverD;
ment funds, subject to such recovery from the estate-holders as may subsequently 
be equitably determinea. . .. 

14. Immi.qration ,from Native States.-There is no reason at present to 
.apprehend any immigmtioll on :t. lurge scale from neighbouring Na.tive States, 
such as that which occurred during the famine of 1899-1900. This .is 
attributable partly to the less acute form of the impending scarcity, (Ind also to 
the precautions taken by the Durbars to relieve any distress which may occur 
within their territ.ory. 

15. Probable E.l'peltditul'o.-In these circumstances, and though tJJ.e 
Honourable Colonel Thornton is not yet, with the information available, in a 
position to give even an approximate estimate of the numbers likely to seek 
relief in some shape or other, I am to ask that an all«>tment of H20,OOO may be 
placed at the disposal of the Chief Commissioner under the head" 33.- Famine 
Relief," the distribution of which into" expenditure in charge of Public Works 
Department" and "expenditure in the Civil Department" will be reported Inter; 

16. Proposed Works.-I am also to request that sanction may be accOl·ded 
as a precautionary measure to the commencement 

. Unfinished Works of of work, should the necessity arise, on the' works 
MJ:;;~~~. ilOted in the margin. For the earthwork of the pro-
Asan tank. posed Na.~irabad-Sawar-Jogalai-Jehazpl1r Railway 
Kukerkhera tank. -a work which remainded unfinished at the close 

. of the Ia;;t relief operations-the sanction of the 
"Government of India in the Public Works Department has ali'eady been applied 
for under this Department letter No. 42311 S'l dated 2nd November, 1901. . \ 
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No. 130. 

Telegram from Revenue Secretary, Government of India, to Chief Commissioner 
Ajmer-jl1erwara, No. 3990,. dated the 25th November, 1901. ' 

Your letter No. 4322 . S., dated 5th, regarding unfavourable outlook in 
Ajmer-Merwara. In India Estimates there is a provision of R20,000 under head 
Famine Relief for Ajmer. Is the twenty thousand now asked for in addition 
to that amount? 

No. 131. 

Telegram jr(lm Chief Commissioner, Ajmer-Merwara, to Revenue Secretary, 
Government oj Ind,ia, No. 46i, ,dated the 28th Not,ember, 1901. 

YoUr telegram 3990. The R20,000 now asked for is not. in addition to 
the amount referred to. 

No. 132. 

Letter from R. E. V. Arbuthnot, Esq., Under-Secretary to the Government 
of Tndia, to the Chief Commissioner, Ajmer-Merwara, No. 4113, dated 
Calcutta, the 12th December, 1901. 

With reference to the correspondence ending with your telegram dated the 
28th ultimo, I am directed to say that the Government of India are pleased to 
authorise you to spend on famine relief the amount of R20,000 provided for that 
purpose in the current year's Budget. They also sanction the commencement, if 
necessary, of the works noted in paragraph 16 of Mr. White's letter No. 4322 S;, 
dated 5th November, 1901, on the understanding that they will at the outset 
be managed as "test" works on the lines recommended by the Famine 
Commission. 

No. 133. 

Letter from G •. G. White, Esq., MJ.C.E., Secretary to the Agents to the Governor
General, Rajputana and Central India, and Chief Commissioner, A/mer
Merwara, in the Public Works Department, to the Secretary to the Govern
ment of India, J/ore~qn Department, No. 576 S.-C., dated Camp, 
Jassakhera, Ihe 14th December, 1901. 

- In my letter'No. 4322 S., dated 5th Nove~ber, 1901, the Honourable ~e 
Chief Commissioner. Ajmer-Merwara, stated that a. detailed report of kharif 
out-turn, probable rabi sowings, and particulars of areas affected by the failure 
of the kharif crop, would be submitted to Government of India on receipt of ~e 
necessary information frem·the Commissioner, Ajmer-Merwara. As these details 
have now beeu furnished, tllOugh somewhat later than were expected; I am to 
report as follows. 
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2. The kharif out-turn as ascertained from local returns is compared below 
with the out-turn of the corresponding harvests of the five 'years :-

Out-turD. of Kharif in lIaund .. 

Name of Snb-OoIIoaImatl!. 

1 
1896-87. 1897-98. ;898-99. 1>98-1900. 1900-41. 1901...()2. 

Aiimer . - ... 277,600 307,700 261,800 66,600' 435,000 .1 130,600 

Beaw.ar .. - ... 142,800 202,000 92,600 7,200 191':;00 #,700 

TtJdgn'rh ... ... 133,600 140,MOO 93,700 K,800 'I 89,300 65,000 . 
Total ... ... 1>54,000 650,600 448,]'00 82,500 7J,5,$QO 240,300 

Taking the kharif harvest of 1897--98 as a good average harvest (although some 
da1Illl:~e WI).S done by locusts), the percentage of defect from normal of the recent 
kharit out-turn is shown in the following table :~ 

I Normal. Actual. I Percentage I Actual OuMum - of Detect. in Annas. , 

Ajmer ... ... ... 307,700 130,600 58 7 annas. 

Beawar ... '" ... 202,000 44,700 78 3t ,. 
Todgurh ... . .. . .. 140,800 - 65,000 54 7t " . 

Total ... . .. 650,500 240,300 63 5 anD as. 

The Ajmer District has fared better than was anticipated in my letter of the 
5th November, while the estimaresfor the Merwara District remain practically 
Clorrect. 

3. Judging from the mere figures of the kharif out-turn, the food supply 
locally produCled at the last kharif, if equally distributed, would support the 
population as follows :-

Ajm.,. 

Merwara .•• . 

Number of Month's SupplJr. 

77,631 q, i ... , from October 15th to the end of February. 

87,422 _ 3i, i.6., from October 15th to the end of January. 

The above calculation excluues the Istimrari and Jaghir estates for which figures 
()f kharif out-turn are not available. 

4. 'With regard to the probable out-turn of the ensuing rabi harvest, thu 
area now. being sown for the ro.bi is reported to be-

In Ajmer ... • •• ... .. . ... 12 anUM • 

" 
Beawar ... ... ... ~.J. ... 3'4 n 

" 
Todgurh ... ... ... ... ... 4 

" 
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11i is reported that 'in the Ajmer. District the average depth of water in the 
irrigation wells is betwe~n o.ne-~~d aJ?-d half the no~mal depth at this tim~ of' 
year; in the Merwara DistrICt It IS a httle over one-thIrd. But the expla~mtlon 
of the disproportion in the rabi sowings between Ajmer and Merwara lies in the 
physical characteristics of, the two districts. In the more hilly country or 
Merwara the soil is shallow and unretentive of moisture, and irrigation from 
tanks is on; a considerably larger scale tqan that from wells. These tanks this 
year have not only run dry, but did so before ploughiugs for rabi had been 
commenced, when the required mo.isture for cultivation in the beds of tanks, 
except in the case of few large tanks, had evaporated, and thus a large area was. 
lost for rabi sowings. This is not the case in the Ajmer district where the soil 
is more absorbent, and crops also depend more on irrigation from wells than from 
tanks. Cultivation in the beds of tanks. in Ajmer is reported this year to be
above norm.'1.1. Much again was done ~uring the last· famine to improve the 
Ajmer tanks, and this and the above stated facts no doubt make the position of 
Ajmer stronger than that of the sister district. In both districts the situation is 
being carefully watched, though as yet nil real signs of distress are appaN'nt. 

5. The crops have failed most and the rabi prospects il.re wOl,"st in the· 
central and north-p.D.stern tracts of the Merwara district, of which about one-third 
is affected, and test works will shortly be opened ill those localities. 

6. The month of November passed away without rain. In· other respects 
the state of affairs is very much the same as reported in my letter .. 0£ the 5t~ 
November. 
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MONTHLY FAMINE REPORTS. 

No. 134. 
FAlIIlNE REPORT FOR ,JUNE, 1900. 

The June rainfall in the affected districts was on the whole only slightly 

Kistna 

Nellore 

Kurnool 

Bellary 

Anantapur 

Cnddapah 

Distriot. / AVerage/ Expected. 

••• I 

..• I 
I 

3'05 

2'62 

2-44 
2'35 

1900. 

2'17 

2'84 

2'68 

1'99 

below the norrr,al amount ex
pected. This rain has laid to 
a continued improvement, and 
sowings have become general 
almost thoughout in respect 
chiefly of the lighter soils' 
which arc usually the first . 
sown. Pasturage has con
tinued to improve and it wa~ 
found possible at the end of 
JWle to withdraw the conces
sions of free grazing in forests 
in Kurnool which has been 

granted. In consequence of the improved pasture, the cattle which were in poor 
condition in a few places are picking up again., • 

Prices remained almost unchanged, though towards the end of the month 
they began to rise, chiefly under the influence of a revival. of the demand t',r 
export towards Bombay, but the average rates for the staple grains during the 
montn were not much dearer than those which prevailed in June, 1897, though 
generally dearer than those of June,1892. Supplies were everywhere ample 
and the large exports which have been made during the last twelve months 
inilicate the degree to which the practice of storing grain still continues. 

Everywhere the people are reported to be in good condition and the puhli~ 
health hilS been good. There has been no serious demand for emplCJ!Yinent on 
the test-works thllt were open, and it was found possible to close the works in 
Nellore during the month, and in Bellary lit the end of the month. The works. 
have been continued on the intermediate system, but orders were issued during' 
the month to test the task system on the plan sanctioned in G.O. No. 514, dated 
25th May, 1900, on portions of selected works. Further enquiries confirm the 
conclusion IIrrived lit that the small wages earned in some cases have been 
chiefly due to the disinclination of the people to work, expectiug that a· 
"minimum" or "famine" wage would be paid for little or no work done. 

No change has been made in the system of relief offered to weavers; the 
reduction in the numbers appearing on the list is due to the enforcement 
of tests. 

. Loan operations have been greatly restricted owing to the want of funds,. 
and it· has been found necessary to stop them entirely outside the affected areas. 
owing to the factthllt already nearlv the whole of the small grant made this. 
year will be required to meet accepted cases. 

10366 3 I! 
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No. 135. 
FAMINE REPORT Fon JULY, 1900. 

With the close of June, it was found possible to remove the portions 
of Nellore and Bellary, which had previously been considered affected, from 
,the area tO,be dealt with in these reports, whilst the general improvement in 
the outlook during July leaves but a small portion of the remaining area 
.affected at the date of this report. ' 

Almost throughout the area shown in the table, the rainfall during Julv 
Wit' in excess of the average expected, the season having taken a most favour
ahle turn about the 18th idem. Sowing has been actively proceeding, and 
large areas of young crops are thriving in all parts. Pasturage has sprung up 
-everywhere, and the inferior and non-working cattle which had had a hard time 
during the dry months, were picking up rapidly. 

Prices, during the early part of the month, showed an upward tendency 
o()win&, to there being some holding off of the rains and to the large demand 
for'" estern India, but during the latter part again fell away in the affected 
area, leaving the average for the month about equal to that of June in Kistna, 
Kurnool and Bellary, and rather higher in the other districts. 

The condition of the people everywhere has, continued good; with the 
improved agricultural prospects the local demand for labour has, for the most 
part, revived, and the numbers resorting to the test works have gradually 
decreased. The test works are being- closed by degrees ; the relief given to 
weavers at their own trade was continued on the plan previously adopted. 

Towards the end of the month, a further grant was made to enable the 
Board to carry on loan operations, but with the improvement of the season the 
demand for loans, especially for the purchase of fodder, has greatly decreased "in 
the affected areas. 

No. 136. 
FAMINE REPORT FOR AUGUST, 1900. 

During the early part of the month under report the test works in the 
Anantapur and Kurnool districts were closed, and the area previously treated as 
.affected in them has been excluded from this report. 

In Kistna, the test work in one taluk was closed during the month, and 
in Cuddllpah only one work was open at tlie end ot AlllSust. 

The situation, however, of a large portion of the Presidency gave rise to 
grave anxiety during the month owing tG the continued failure of the rains. 
During the last few days of the month this anxiety was removed by the 
showery weather that then set in, and since the beginning of September there 
hus been good or abundant rain almost everywhere. Though owing to the 
continued drought, the young crops suffered somewhat, the recent rainfall has 
revived them and has also brought some supply to the tanks and wells. 
Pasturage is found everywhere and the condition of the cattle has materially 
improved. 

Prices showed a downward tendency generally until the latter part of the 
month when they began to rise again in many places. The condition of the 
people continued good, and the local demand for labour has revived. 

Arrangements are in progress for winding up the relief offered to weavers 
in Cuddapah. 
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No. 137. 
Letter from the Secretary to the Commissioner of Revenue Settlement and' 

Director of the Department of Land Records and Agriculture, to t~e Secretary
to the Government of India, Department of Revenue and AgrICulture, No_ 
532H-MiS., dated Madras, the 10th October, 1900. 

With reference to your Circular No. ii-F., dated 2nd March, 1892, embodied 
in section 48 of the Madras Famine Code, I am directed to report that, owing to
the improved agricultural outlook, the test works in Kistna and Cuddapah 
districts that were open at the end of August were closed early in September .. 
Further advances to weavers, who were being relieved at their own trade, were 
stopped from the middle of the month, and steps are being taken to wind UI> 
the operations; and the number (2,420) on relief at the end of September 
represent only those persons from whom advances of materials still had to be 
recovered. For the present no part of the Presidency can be considered 
affected. Prices, although extremely high, are gradually falling, and the out-
look is generally satisfactory. -

No. 138. 
FAMINE REPORT FOR FEBRUARY, 1901. 

The affected area is for the present confined to the northern section of the 
Cuddapah district comprising the taluks of CUddapah, Jammalamadugu, 
Pulivendla, and Proddatur, and a portion of Badvel which forms one of the 
taluks comprising the eastern section. The characteristic of the present distress 
is that ~e areas affected are small and scattered. 

2. The gravity of the situation lies in the fact that the distress, though 
partial, follows another peliod of scarcity almost amounting to famine, which 
came to a close only in September last. The south-west monsoon gave good 
rains in June and July but the £all in August was seriously deficient; and 
it was the copious rainfall of September that terminated the first period of 
scarcity 'above referred to. The failure of the October and November 
rainfall is the cause of the present distress. The early dry crops failed 
entirely in a few places, -and generally gave but a poor outturn, while the 
standing dry crops which were sown late also suffered. There were slight 
showers in parts of the aft"ected taluks in Jpnuary and good rain in the month 
under report, but this rainfall seems to have done little good beyond improving 
the supply in the irrigation sources in Jammalamadugu, Proddatur and 
Pulivendla taluks. 

3. Prices were a little easier as compared with those for January, and 
almost stationary as compared with the corresponding period of 1900 which 
was also a year of distress. The prices of ragi and cholam, the staple food 
grains, were above the scarcity rate. 

4. Towards the end of January the Collector of Cuddapah reported that 
owing to the failure of crops, the condition of the labouring classes in the 
Mud,danur valley of Jammalamadugu taluk was such as to render State relief 

. necessary and recommended the opening of a test-work. This was sanctioned 
with instructions to carry it out under the "intermediate piece-work system." 
The Chintakunta tank work was accordingly opened on the first of the month, 
and it affords relillf to the villagers of the J ammalamadugu and Proddatur 
taluks. The attendance was moderate in the beginning of the month, and 
towards the end of the second week the numbers decreased owing to the low 
wages which the workers earned. The attendance has, however, increased of 
late and is likely to continue rising as the harvest in garden lands on which 
many of the working classes are now employed gradually comes to an end. 

10666 S E 2 
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5. The necessity for relieving the weavers' community in J ammalamadugu 
taluk was also brought to notice by the Collector in December, as owing to the 
.extreme dearness of food grains, the demand for cloths had entirely ceased, and 
many looms had in consequence to remain idle. Under instructions from 
'Government the Commissioner visited the taluk and found it necessary to issue 
,orders to resume the weavers' relief operations which were closed only in 
September last. 

6. Besides the above measures, the grant of State loans under the Land 
Improvement Loans Act and the Agriculturists' Loans Act is also encouraged, 
.and this is calculated to afford considerable employment to able·bodied 
labourers. 

No. ,139. 

FAMINE REPORT FOR MARCH, 1901. 

The affected area remained the same as in the previous month. There was 
.a slight fall in the price of dry grains as compared with the previous month. 
The prices are still above the scarcity rates. 

2. The condition of the people in the affected area is good; No increase 
in crime has been reported, nor is there any aimless wanderin!!, of the people. 
Private charity continues as usual, and the number fed daily at a private kitchen 
in Jltmmalamadugu is reported to be 124. The Indian Charitable Relief Fund 
also affords relief by the grant of money doles to certain old, infirm, destitute 
people and gosha females. , 

3. The number of (loolies on the Chintakul1ta tank work, which is the only 
test work now in progress, increased from 7.96 at the eud of the previous month 
to 1,606 during the month under report, the increase being due partly to field 
work having been exhausted. -

4. The relief to weavers referred to in the previous report was continued 
during the month, and the number relieved shows a slight increase. 

5. The condition of cattle is reported to be generally good, thouO"h fodder 
is scarce and pasture not plentiful. It is proposed to open the Nallamalla 
reserve ill Pulivendla mluk to free· grazing. 

6. State loans are being taken by the ryots, and a sum of about Rs. 1,000 
was disbursed during the month under the Land Improvement Loans Act. 

No. 140.' 
FAMINE REPORT FOR APRIL, 1901. 

As compared with the previous month, there was a small decrease in the 
area affected in the Cuddapah district. In the month under report certain areas 
in the North Arcot district have beep added to the list of affected areas, and 
they are for the present confined to portions of the three taluksof Chandmgiri, 
Wallajapet and Chittoor. ' 

2. The September rainfall in the latter district was good, though the 
total fall from April to September was a trifle below the average expected, but 
the north-east monsoon was a failure. In the month of December, when in 
normal years the tanks would all be full, more than one half of them contained 
no supply, and as there were no freshes in the Palar, the Ponnai and Cheyar 
rivers, the anikat-fed tanks under them in 'Wallajapet, Arcot, and Wandiwash 
mluks which contain more than Olle half the wet area in the district fared even 
worse than the rain-fed tanks elRewhere. There was a great deficiency in paddy 
c:ultivlttion up to the end of February as compared with the average, though the 
total cultivation on wet lands, including second crop, showed an increase over 
the previous year, which WitS all due to extensive cultiva.tion ot dry crop on wet 
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lands. There was good rainfall 
Rainfall. in February of the current year, 

which was, however, too late to 
Week be of much use, but it improved 

April. Ending pasture and saved a considerable 
4th M,ay. 

area of standing wet crops. During 

CUDDAPAH DISTRICT. 
the month under report and since 
its close up to the 4th of May, the 

Pnlivendla 1·21 rainfall in the affected portions of 
Proudatur 0·19 0·17 the two districts was as noted on 

Jammalamadngn 0·12 the margin; but the Collector of 
North Arcot reports that the 

~ORTH ARCOT DISTRICT. r~cent rainfall was too slight to 
Wallajapet 0·02 0·10 be of any use; that drinking 

Chittoor 0·37 0·01 water has become scarce in parts 

Chandragiri 0·60 0·16 
and that arrangements are being 
made to improve its supply from 
Taluk Board funds. 

3. The prices of ragi and cholam in Cuddapah and of ragi in-North Arcot 
became a little ettsier during the month though still above the scarcity rates, 
except in the case of rice, which was a little below the warning rate. 

4. The test work opened in the Cuddapah district continued to. attract 
large numbers throughout the month. In North Arcot a tank work was 
started about the middle of the month, under the intermediate piece-work system, 
and it was attended by 347 workers. The Collector reports that very few of 
the labourers who have attended this work appeared to be in need of permanent 
employment. 

S. The relief to weavers referred to in the previous report was continued 
during the month in Cuddapah, the number relieved having been almost
stationary. 

6. It is reported that the poorer people in the affected portion of the 
North Arcot district have not been earning sufficient wages for some months 
past, and have been consequently resorting to famine food such as aloes growing 
in the railway fences; that private charity is very much restricted; that 
beggar!; have been congre.,crating in the large towns; and that the scanty mgi 
gruel worth three pies a day offered at the kitchens opened by the Indian 
Famine Charitable Relief Fund Committee has sufficed to draw a considerable 
number of children and old and infirm people to some distance from their homes. 
Emigration and crime are also stated to be on the increase. 

No. 141. 
FAMINE REPORT FOR MAY, 1901. 

There was no change in the affected area in Cuddapah district during the 

CUDDAPAH DISTRICT. 

PuJi vendI .. 

Proddatul' 

.Jammalamadngu 

NORnl AacOT ;DISTRICT. 

WaUajah 

·Ch,ttoor 

'Chandl'sgiri 

Total 
Rainfa.ll 
in May. 

2"13 

1·74 

1·61 

0·70 

month, while there was a contrac
tion in the area in the other 
district. Some useful rainfall was 
recorded in the month in both the 
districts as detailed in the margin, 
~hich increased the supply in 
rIver challDels nnd some bnb, 
impl"twed pasturage, and benefited 
the few standing crops, besides 
affording some agricultural em
ployment to labourers. Plough
ing for ·..arly dry crops is also 
reported to be general in the 
former district. In North Arcot, 
buwevtlr, the rainfall was not 
su~cient to induce ploughing and 
sowmg generally. 
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2. The prices of ragi and cholam in Cuddapah and of ragi in North 
Arcot became a little easier during the month, though still above the scarcity 
rates. In. the price of rice, there was a slight fall in Cuddapah and a slight rise 
in North Arcot. 

3. The number of workers on the test work opened in Cuddapsh increased 
during the month under report, while in North Arcot the variations in the 
numbers on the tank work started there having shown -that the work has failed 
as a test work, the Collector has reported that it would be closed about the 
fourth current. Besides the test work, the construction and repair of wells 
under the Loans Act afforded labour to 80 workers in the N(lrth Arcot district. 

4. The relief to weavers referred to in the previous report was also 
continued during the month in Cuddapah, the number. relieved showing a slight 
increase. 

5. The condition of cattle is reported to be good in both the districts, and. 
the rainfall in the month has improved pasture. 

No. 142. 

FAMINE REP~RT FOR JUNE, 1901. 

The affected area in Cuddapah district remained the same as in the previous 
month, while the area in North Arcot district has been removed from the affected 
list, the test·work opened in the district having been closed on the 10th of the 
month. During the month there was good rainfall in two of the three affected 
t!,luks of the former district, amounting to a little over the average for the 
month; but it only very slightly improved the water· supply in tanks and wells. 
The only agricultural operation in progress was ploughing; there must be a 
further good fall of rain before sowing will be commenced. 

2. The prices of ragi and cholam rose slightly during the month, while rice 
became a little cheaper. 

3. The number of workers on the Chintakunta test·work in the Cuddapah 
district decreased considerably during the month, owing mostly to the low wages 
earned by some of the gangs. The work was eloRed as a test· work on the· 
30th June. 

4. The relief to weavers referred to in the previous report was also 
continued during the montlt; ~.'ftft1'fl'8et-1'eliCiea -showed a slight decrease. 

5. The condition of cattle is reported to be good. Fodder is generally 
available in the affected tracts of Jammalamadugu and Proddatur taluks, while
in Pulivendla the stock is reported to have run out. Pasture is still scarce. 

No. 143. 
FAMINE REPORT FOR JULY, 1901. 

Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Revenue Settlement, Land Records and 
Agriculture ). 

RESOLUTION-No. 176, dated 10th Augnst, 1901. 

. The following letter will be deRpl1tched to the Secretary to Government or 
India, Revenue and Agricultural Department :-

With reference to circular No. 5.F., dated 2nd March, 1892, embodied in 
section 48 of the Madras Famine Code, I 11m directed to report that no test 
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work was opened in Cuddapah district after the closure of the Chintakunta teet 
work on the 30th June last, and to state that, as no relief measures other than 
weavers' relief were in operation during the month, the statement and map 
prescribed have not been submitted. . 

2. During the month the rainfall in two of the three taluks of th.e 
Jammalamadugu division in that district was about half the average expected 
for the month, while in the third taluk it was only a fourth.·· The· supply in 
tanks and weliH remained very low. The agricultural operations in progress 
were, baling water to standing crops, ploughing and manuring lands for the 
sowing of early crops. The standing crops, which are limited to small areas 
under wells aud channels, are reported to be generally in fair condition. 

3. The prices of food-grains rose slightly during the month. 

4. The advances granted to t.he weavers were continued during the month, 
and the number on relief at the end of the month was 2,927. Since the close 
()fthe month the grant of fresh advances has been stopped. 

5. The death-rate in the district for the month of June, which is the 
latest month for which information is available, was 17'6 per mille-against 14'7, 
the average of the pa~t five years for the corresponding period. The increase 
in the .leath-rate is stated to be due to increased mortality from fevers_ 

No. 144. 
FAMINE REPORT FOR AUGUST, 1901. 

During the month the rainfall in the three taluks of the Jammalamadugu 
·division of the Cuddapah district wits very scanty, especially in the Pulivendla 
taluk. In the Surabhu valley, a portion of the last-named taluk, however, 
there was a fall of one inch of rain in the middle of the month, which is reported 
to have much benefited the cumbu crop in that tract. In the Chingleput 
district the rainfall was much above the average in seyeral stations, and was 
below the average in only one station. Iu the North Arcot district, except in 
six stations, the rainfall was in general very scanty, especially in the western 
portion of the district. Since the close of the month, however, there has been 
general rainfull which has materially improved the condition of the district. 

2. AgTicultural operations, such as ploughing, sowing, transplanting and 
weeding were going ou generally in Chingleput and the eastern parts of North 
Arcot. In the western parts of that district, comprising roughly speaking *ths 
·of its whole area, as well as in nearly the whole of the affected area of the 
CUddapah district, agricultural operations were almost at a standstill for want 
·of rain. To meet the demand for labour, certain minor irrigation, Local Fund 
and Public Works Department works which appertain to the ordinary budgeted 
programme, were opeued on the intermediate piece-work system. 

3. The prices of food-grains were stationary in Cuddapah and generally 
became a little easier in .the other two districts, 

4. Pastur!) and fodder, though dear, are generally avail,~ble in Chingleput 
;and North Aroot districts but seanty in the Jammalamadugu division of 
·Cuddapah. Condition of cattle is generally good except in parts of Cuddapilh 
and North Arcot districts. • 

5. No test works under the Famine Code were started in any of the 
·districts, the ordinary works set down for execution during the year being 
utilised as explained in paragraph 2. The advances made to weavers in the 
Cuddapah district were stopped with the close of J uly_ Necessity for the grant 
of gratuitous relief in kitchens was, however, felt during the month_ ::;u~h 
relief had been given by the Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund for some 
months, and the larger kitchens maintained by the Fund were taken oyer on 
behalf of Government, and others opened as necessity beeame apparent. In the 
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Chingleput district two kitchens and in North Aroot fourteen were under 
Government management at the end of the month. None were opened by 
Government or taken over by it ill the Cuddapah district. 

Districts. 

Cuddapah ... 

Chingleput 

North Areot 

_ L I:PO'ts. 
MDS. 

43.951' 
28,S67 

102.~57 

Exports. 

MDS. 
2,812 

8,539 
18,124 

6. The marginal statement 
shows the quantity of food-grains 
exported from, and imported into, 
the above mentioned districts 
during the month. In each 
district the imports were largely 
ill excess of the exports. 

7. Information is not yet available as to death-rates fur August in these 
districts. The death-rates for July, which is the latest month for which they 
are available, were as shown below. The increase in Cuddapah is ascribed to 
fever, in Chingleput to "all other causes," and ill North Areot to cholera:- , 

Districts. 

, I 
I Death.rate I 

per ~\[ille. I 
Aver.u.ge. 

____ .. __ .. _l_ . ____ I _._ 

Cu<ldapah 

Chingleput 

North Arcot 00·1 

No. 145. 

18'6 

FAMINE REPORl' }'OR SEPTEMBt;R, 1901. 

20'5 

15'3 

There was an increase in the distressed area due to the additiu[j of some uf 
the sub·division talllks of Cnddapah district and to the inclusion of two talnks 
of Analltapnr district. The rainfall in these tracts dnrillg the first fortnight of 
the month waS below the average, but during the second fortnight the fall WtlS 

general and above the average. In the Jammalamadngu division of CUddapah 
district the minfiIIl during the month was very irregularl), distributed and was 
also much below the average, being only a fourth in one taluk, three·fourtlls in 
another, and one·sixth in the third. Chingleput and North Areot had good und 
general rain. Since the close of 'the month there has been good rainfall in both 
the divisions of the Cuddap'.ili district and in Chingleput and N ortlt Areot 
districts which, it is hoped, will materially improve the condition of the affected 
areas in them. 

2. It is reported that the good rain of'the second fortnight of the month in 
the districts named above has given a great impetus to ploughing, sowing, 
transplanting and weeding generally ; some harvests are also going on in parts. 

3. Except for a slight fall in the prices of rice and ragi in Chingleput 
district and in that of ragi in North Areot there was a general rise in the prices 
of food· grains. 

4. Pastnre and fOdder are generally procurable, though the latter is dear in 
the affected areas of Cuddapah district and insufficient or scarce in parts of 
Anantapur district. The condition of cattle is generaUy good excepting in parts 
of Jamrnalamadugu ~\'ision of Cuddapah district and of Anantapur district. 

S.' Two test works under the Famine Code were opened in Madanapalle 
tnlnk of the Cuddapah sub·division about the close of the month. The 
attendance on one of them declined soon after it was opened owing to the 
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workers having left for field labour. The other work had been in progress for
only three days and the number did not show any sign of rapid advance. One 
more work was to have been started at the end of the month in the Rayachoti 
taluk of the same sub-division. In other places the ordinary works set down 
for execution during the year were alone utilized to give employment to the 
distressed, as explained in the report for the past month. Owing to the impetus
given to agricultural operations by the recent rains, the numbers on the works 
in Chingleput and North Arcot districts declined, and in consequence two works 
opened in the former district were stopped, while in the latter district orders 
have been issued for the closure of four out of five worb opeued there. 

6. Eight kitchens were under Government management in the two divisions· 
of CUddapah district during the month, four in each division. Two out of the 
four in the sub-division have been ordered to be closed. In Anantapur district 
two kitchens were opened towards the close of the month. Out of the four 
Government kitchens in Chingleput district, two were closed in the month 
owing to the improvement in the season. Iu the North Arcot district out of 
fourteen Government kitchens, four were closed during the month and orders to· 
close six more have been issued_ 

7. The marginal statement shows the quantity of food-grains exported 
--------....,..---.,.--- from ana imported into Cuddapah, 

Dis&riots. I ImporlB. I Exporto. Chinglepnt and North Arcot dis-
------- ricts by rail during the month. 

1l~~~9 JI~~5 There is n' information in regard Onddapah ... 

North Arcot 
Chinglepnt 

90,160 

21,282 

21,220 

12,022 

to Anant Ilr. The importS are 
largely ; ~cess of exports, but,. 
as corr ? J. with the previous 
montr .aere was increase in 

exports and decrease in imports in North Arcot .. d Chingleput, while the 
reverse was the case in Cnddapah. 

8. Information has not yet been furnished .s to death-r' .es for September 
in these districts. The death-rates for Augus' which is tL latest month for 
which they have been received, were as showr Jelow:-

Distriots. Death-rate Average. 
per Millo. 

r 
I 

Cnddapah '" -.. ... .. - 18'2 I 18-4 
I 

Anantapur '" -" '" .. - 17'7 19'1 

Chingleput '" ... '" 
"-1 

:14'5 21'5 I 
North Areot 

I 
24-6 16'6 I ... -.. ... . .. i 

[ i 

The increase in Chingleput and North Arcot 1S ascribed to cholera, 
dysentery and diarrhrea. 

No. 146. 
FAMINE REPORT FOR OCTOBER, If)Ol. 

There was a decrease in the distressed area in Cuddapah district. The 
areas in the other districts have been removed from the affected list. The rain
fall during the first half of the month was good in all the fonr districts, but 
during the second half was scanty. Good rain has since fallen iu all the 
districts. 
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2. The usual agricultural operations, ploughing, sowing, transplanting 
'and· weeding were in progress, with some harvest here and there. The condition 
·of the standing crops was fair except in parts of Cuddapah and Chingleput 
~stricts. The recent rainfull has improved the condition of crops in the 

.excepted tracts. 

3. Prices, as compared with the previous month, were generally lower in 
.0.11 the four affected districts. 

4. Pasture was generally procurable, but fodder was dear in most parts of 
the affected areas. The condition of cattle was good . 

. 5. Six test works were in progress during the month-three in the sub
-division and three in the Jammalamadugu division of Cuddapah district. Three 
more works (all tank works), of which two were temporarily closed on account 
-0£ supplifls received by them, were also ordered to be opened in the latter 
division. 

6. There were six kitchens maintained by Government during the month 
in the Cuddapah district-two in the sub-division and four in the Jammala
madugu division. Two out of the four in the latter division have been .ordered 
to be closed. The two kitchens opened in Anantapur district towards the close 
-of the previous month, and the two remaining kitchens in Chingleput district 
were also closed during the month. In North Arcot district out of ten kitchens 
that were open at the beginning of the month, nine were closed during the 
month, and once since its close. 

7. The marginal statement shows the quantity of food-grains exported 
----------;----;r---- from and imported into Cuddapah, 

District. . I Import.. r Average. Chingleput and North Arcot dis

-Cuddapah ... 

North Areo! 

-Chingleput 

I. MDS. 
44,505 

1,10,255 

15,239 

I. MDS. 
1,3n 

30,641 

tricts by rail during the month. 
There is no information in regard 
to Anantapur. As in previous 
months the imports were in excess 

12,479 of exports, but in Chingleput the 
---_-----....... ---:..1 ___ excess was not large. As compared 
with the previous month, the imports have largely fallen in Cuddapah, being 
only 44,000 maunds as against.l,12~OD_Q mal]nds. 

8. Information has not yet been received as to death-rates for October 
in these districts. The death-rates for September, which is the latest month for 
which they have been received, were as shown below :-

Cuddapah 

Ansntapur 

Chingleput 

North Areot 

Districta. 

... 

... 
... 

I 

I 
Death-rate 
per Mille. 

____ --'c-_ 

! 
18·3 

I 24-3 
I 
i 40·7 
I 

23'6 

Average. 

21'2 

23'5 

21·9 

15·6 

The increase in the last three districts is stated to be due to cholera, diarrhcea 
and dysentery. 



MADRAS PRESIDENCY. 405 

No. 147. 
FAMINB REPORT FOB NOVEMBER, 1901. 

The total rainfall of the month generally exceeded the average due for the 
period in all the affected taluks of the Sub·division and of Jammalamadugu 

. division, though more rain is still required for the standing crops. Supplies in 
tanks and wells are reported to be still inadequate in parts. The usual 

,agricultural operations and harvesting are going on generally. 

2. As compared with the previous month prices have become a little easier 
,and the markets are stated to be well supplied. 

3. Pasture was generally procurable,' but fodder was scanty and dear in 
parts of the affected areas. The condition of cattle is generally good. 

4. The 'six teElt works referred to in the previous month's report continued 
-during the month under report in addition to two minO!' irrigation works, which 
were reopened during the month in the Jammalamadugu division. Two of the 
works in the Sub-division will be completed shortly, and no further works will 
be opened in their place, as field labour is becoming available. Besides the test 
works, relief waf afforded at four kitchens, one of which was closed during the 
first half of the month. 

'October 

November 

Imports. 

I; MDS. 
44;505 

82,700 ' 

Export!. 

I. MDS. 
1,311 

5,287 

5. The marginal figures show 
the imports and exports offood-grains 
by rail during the month. As com
pared with the previous month there 
was a large increase' both iIi imports 
and e'xports. 

6. Information as to death-rates 
, for November has not yet been 

received; the death-rate for October, which is the latest month for which the rate 
has been reported, was 24'7 per mille as against an average of 25'3_ 

N9.148. 
FAMINE REPORT FOR DECBMBER, 1901. 

There was a large contraction in the area affected owing to the removal of 
the sub-division taluks, in which the rainfall in the early part of the month 

J8,JIl.Ulalamadugu 

Proddatur' ... 

Pulivendla ••• 

December, 
1901. 

0'63 

0'42 

1'01 

Average. 

0'39 

0'38 

ryots were engaged during the month 
small extent in harvesting operations. 

greatly improved prospects. The 
rainfall during the month in the 
J ammalamadugu division, which alone 
now remains in the affected list, was 
small, though above the average. 
The supplies in tanks and wells in 
that division are inadequate, and 
more rain is said to be required for 
all immature crops. Sowings have 
,almost come' to a close, and the 
in weeding, transplanting, and to a 

2: Prices have become slightly easier. 

3. Pasture is procurable but scanty; while fodder is dear. The condition 
.. of cattle is generally good. 

4. Three major' and three minor irrigation works were open during the 
month. One of the minor irrigation works was ordered to be closed as a test 
'work and given on contract. Besides the test works, relief at two Government 

\ 
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kitchens, one of which was ordered to be closed at the end of the month, was-
• also afforded. III 

5. The marginal figures show the imports and exports of food-grains by 
rail during the month. i 

November 

I Imports. I E:r;porIiB. 6 Inti· d h . ormatIOn as to eat-

I. MDS. 
82,700 

I. MDS. 
'5,287 

rates for December has not yet been 
received; the death-rate for Novem
ber, which is the latest month for-

December 52,675 4,160 which the rate ~s been reported~ 
was 33'5 per mllie as against an 

average of 24'6, the increase being attributed to fevers. 

CLASSIFICATION .AND TASKING OF RELIEF 
WORKERS. 

No. 149. 

GOVERNMENT OJ!' MADRAS.-REVENUE DEPARTMENT. 

REAv-G.O., No. 217, Revenue, dated the 10th March, 1900,· communi-· 
eating to the Board of Revenue, with instructions, circular from the Govern"· 
ment of India, directing that the classification of test and relief works adopted: 
by the Chief Commissioner, Central Provinces, may, with certain modifications,. 
be tried in the Madras Presidency_ • 

Resolution of Board of Revenue, No. 129, dated 26th of March, 1900. 

Communicated to all Collectors for information and guidance. 

2. Collectors will observe that, until further notice, the digger-carrier' 
system of classifying relief-workers, reco!I1mended by the Indian Famine 
Commission of 1898, is to be adopted on all tasked works in this Presidency. 
They will also observe that all juveniles £rom 8-14 years. of age, who are· 
capable of working, are to be classed and treated as children instead of those 
£rom 8-12 years old.' • 

3. Collectors should remember that under G.O., No. 590, Revenue, 
dated 11th October, 1898, clause (b) of section 106 of the Famine Code has 
been revised as follows ;-

" Ordinarily the gang shall not be fined so as to reduce the wage below the 
minimum fixed by section 120; if, however, in the hope of forcing the authorities 
to relax discipliue, there is continued and deliberate refnsal to do the allotted task, 
the fining of the gang or any member thereof may be carried more severely down t()., 
the proportionate payment of work actually done; or the contumacious characters 
may be dismissed from the work or be sent to the poor-house." 

On test-works fining should be earried out in proportion to the task 
performed. 

4. . Before the new seale of wages can be put into force the orders or-' 
Government will, however, be Bought on certain points which appear to the 
Board to require decision. In the meanwhile test and relief works will 
continue to be carried out on the" intermediate" piece-work system. 

5. In its Circular No.2, Famine, dated 27th December, 1899, com
municated in G.O., No. 13, Revenue, dated 9th January, 1900, the Govern-

• See page 470 of Command Paper 205,presented in 1900. 
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ment of India commended to the notice of all authorities the penal wage scale 
sanctioned for the North-West Provinces und Oudh which is specified in the 
papers communicated with G.O., No. 93, Revenue, dated 5th February, 1900. 
In the letter communicated with the G.O., read above, the Government of 
India express the desire that full consideration should be gh'en to the question 
whether the penal wage adopted for the Central Provinces is in practice 
sufficient to deal with cases of contumacy. The amount of this wage is not 
expressed, but is stated to be somewhat higher than the penal wage of the 
North-Western Provinces. The latter is the value of-, 

TolM of Grain. 

~'or men 40 

" women ... 35 

" chilll,."n (between 10 anu 14 years of age) .. , ,\(I 

or from i to J the minimum wages, the latter being the amount sufficient to 
maintain life when little or no work is done as on rest days. This penal wage 
scale, when compared with the ordinary famine wage scale, .hows permissible 
fining as follows :-

FiDes. 

\ Males .,. tt 
Diggers 

t Females n 
\ Males ; .. 7 

n 
Cal'riers 1 ~'eruales i 
Chii<lren ! 

The scale prescribed in the G. O. read above, however; will not ordinarily 
allow the fining of reliet~workers by more than-

- I Fines. 

t Men '" ... ... '" ... Mor!. 
Diggers 

Women ... ... .. . ... Mor;, 

{Men ... ... ... ... .. . U or • 
Carriers 

Womell ... ... ... .. . it o~ I 
Children .. , ... ... ... ... .. . No fine . 
• 

,It will be observed -that not only is the ordinary fining power much less 
than in the North- \\' estern Provinces but that, there are grave inequalities 
between the fines which may be imposed on the two classes and the two sexes. 

, These latter are due to the adoption of different standards as representing the 
gl1lin wage necessary to sustain life in the case of men and women, respectively, 
when doing little or no work. This, the Board submits, though perhaps 
sustainable in theory is unnecessary in practice, as the difference in the quantity 
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ef food required by the sexes when doing no work is 80 trifling. The 
maximum power of :tining as the rule now stands will ordinarily be about one
fourth of the full wage, but only one-eighth in the case of male carriers. 

It appears to the Board that a wider discretionary power of fining must, if 
proper discipline is to be enforced on relief works, be entrusted to the officers in 
charge of works. It is true that the rule in certain cases permits more severe 
fining, but these cases are contemplated as exceptional, so that the severe fining 
would be permissible only on special cause shown; whereas, in the North· 
iWestern Provinces the use of the penal wage is normally permissible, and it is 

'/ its suspension which would be the exception requiring special sanction. Now 
that the minimum wage rule is perfectly well known to those resorting to test 
and relief works, it is difficult to get work done, since "workers" prefer a 

,J!!!nimum wage in idleness to a full wage witJ;i work. The Board would there. 
fore recommend that a penal wa~e should be laid down, and that, ordinarily, 
fines for short work may be inflIcted so far as they do not reduce the wage 
below that level. It also appears essential to permit some fining in the case of 
children, especially as their numbers under the new age rule will be considerably 
increased, and when present in large numbers, and sure of their full wage in 
any case, the children of a gang may be so incorrigibly idle as to reduce the 
outturn of the gang as a whole so that no members of it can earn a working 
wage. 

6. The Indian Famine Commission (1898) apparently contemplate the 
grant cf minimum wages on tasked works to all except in cases of contumacy, 
but the Government of India, in its circular No.2, dated 27th December, 1899, 
state that" when it becomes necessary to resort to the system of fixed task and 
minimum wage, fines for short work should be strictly enforced." Looking at 
the table of wages.in pice now to be introduced, the Board apprehends that the 
power of fining given by section 106 of the Code will be altogether insufficient 
to enforce the prescribed tasks, whilst under the plce wageg system the inequality 
of the operation of the rules will be considerable. 

It appears to be a necessary corollary of the pice wage system that the fines 
to be imposed upon the unit tasked-i.e., the gang as a whole-should be in 
p!ce mu~tiples for each member of the ga!lg. Leaving Il;side for the pr~sent the 
difficulties attendant on any system of filling, alluded to m paragraph 463 ohhe 
report of the Commission, the Board begs to point out certain further anomalies 
which must arise in regard to ,finin,; under the wage scale now laid down by 
Government, in addition. to the unequal treatment of men and women 
workers already mentioned. Thus, with grain selling at 14 seers per rupee, the 
fines which can possibly be inflicted will be-

- I Fines. 
- , 

On male diggers ... .. ' ... ... 
} ! of the wage only. 

On male carriers ... ... . .. ... 
On female carriers ... ... ... . .. 1 or * of the wage. 

With grain at 12 seers, the fines may be-

__________ ---!-i ~ ... 

On male diggers I of the wage. 

On ma.le carriers none. 

On female carriers 1 of the wage. 



MADRAS PRESIT>ENCY. 

With grain at 10 seers, the fines may be-

- I . Fines. 

On male diggers ... ... ... .. . k or t of the wage. 

On male carriers ... ... ... ... none . 

On female carriers ... ... ... .. . ~ of. the wage . 

{Tnder paragraph 28 of Appendix VI. to the Madras Famine Code, the fine 
should be proportionate to the work turned out, and thus it gang, if working 
when grain was sold at 12 seers per rupee, and turning out Irom 80-90 

,per cent. of the full task, should be fined one-fifth of the wage all round. 
Under the pice rule, the diggers can be fined one-sixth only; the male carriers 
nothing; the female carriers the proper fine of one-fifth; and the children 
nothing, though probably and especially at stone-breaking,lnrgely responsible 
for the short 'Work. If the workers only did 60 per cent. of the·task,none 
could be fined more severely, and if they did 90 per cent. none could . be fined 
less severely. The result cannot fnil to be demornlising and to, operate 
inequitably on the workers. 

7. In these circumstances, the Board requests that it may. be fa.voured 
with explicit instructions. In making this reference it ventures to draw the 
attention of the Government to the following extract from paragrnph 457 of the 
Famine Commission's Report, 1898: "The full pice wage renders it unnecessary 
to alter the wage scale with e,-ery petty variation of the price of 'grain and 
enables every worker to. know exactly what his daily wage should be throughout. 
long periods.": The advantage to the workers' is a greatone,-but if the 
requirement of the Commission" that if a. full pice wage is adopted, the rule 
should be that when the true and exact wage exceeds a pice multif,le by 1 k pies 
exactly or more, the next higher pice multiple should be_ given..' be complied 
with, then within the rnnge of prices from 6 to 16 seers per rupee, there should. 
be· a cha.nge 'n the scale ofwllges for one or other of the classes adopted in the· 
G.,o. read above at 25 different points, many of them differing from one 
another only by fractions of a seer. ' In the table framed bY' Government 
changes in the rates occur at 18 different points between 16 and 6 seers per 
rupee; the differences being in all cases given in favour of, Government against, 
the workers. The Board apprehends that some more rough and ready system 
should be adopted, and it recommends that whilst the wag€~ sho1J.ld bear 
genernlly some relation to the quantities of grain, of which they are supposed to 
be the money equivalents, the idea of securing exact equivalence in all cases 
should be ,given up. With this view, the Board suggests the adoption of t4e 
subjoined table of wages in lieu of that submitted for the approval of Govern
ment in its Proceedings, No. 37, dated 31st January, 1900. The question was 
considered and discussed by the Famine Forms and Finance Committee recently,. 
and a copy of some notes recorded'in that discussion is appended';' 

I I 
- , 

Prices of Wages of Workers. Penal- Wage. Minimum 

Grain - Wage. 

in Seera . .1_- .... 
per Rupee. Digger •. I Carriers. I Children. I Adults. I Children . . Adults. 

Pice. Pice_ Pice. Pice. Pice. Pice. 
16 - 5 4 2 2 1 3. 

14 6 !i 3 2 1 . . 4. . 

12 7 6 4. 3 2 5 .. , 
10 8 

, 

7 4. 3 2 5, .. , .. - . 

- '9 --9 8 5 4. 3 I 6 .. -. . 8 -10 9 5 4. - -3 6 ... • - . , 
10661 38 
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In this table the standard is the digger's wage; carriers to receive. three 
pies less, which they would do, except for a few 

Bet-:oeen 14'2 and 1.3'8 seers, exceptions'! at all prices between 7'S and 16 seers 
diggers and carriers both d I 
I) pice . ' per rupee, un er a more exactly ca culated table; 

Betwee~ 11-7 and 11'6 seers, and children to get approximately half a digger's 
diggers 7 and carriers wage. 
I) pice. 98 F" h Id d' '1 b . d' Between 10'1 and . seers, mmg s ou or marl y e permltte m pro-
dig!!,ers 8 and carriers portion to the work done by the gangs down to 

Be~!~~~ 8'9 and 8'5 seers, the penal wage, the scale of fining being fixed with 
diggers 9 and carriers reference to the work turned out; but so I\>ng as the 
7 pice. pice wage Beale is adhered to, the system of fining 

Bet~een 8'0 and 7'1) se~rs, must be'purely arJ:>itrary and cannot he freed from 
dlg!!,ers 10 and carriers anomalies. It must vary with the prices of grain, 
8 pICe. and a table might be drawn up, in the manner of 

that subjoined, for the guidance of paymasters in calculating the deductions to 
be made. The drawback to any such table is that unless, prices are at or are 
dearer than 12 8tlers per rupee, small deficiencies in outturn cannot be equitably 
dealt with. The fines on carriers will have to be the I!&me whether they perform 
SO or 90 per cent. of their full task . 

. The Fine in Pi .. for DeSciency of Task by, 

Prioe of Grain in Full :Ml1WDUm Seen per 
10 per Moreth&n Wage. Wage. Rupee. 20 per SO per 40 per 60 per 60 per Cent. Cent. Cent. Cent. Cent. Cent. 

Will be in the case oj Digger8-Pice. 

16 ... ••• - 1 - 2 - 3 I) . 3 

14 ... ... 1 - 2 - 3 4 6 4 

12 ... ... 1 - 2 3 - 4 7 5 

10 ... ... 1 2 '- 3 4 I) 8 5 

9 '" ... 1 2 3 4 - 5. 9 6 

8 ... ... 1 2 3 4 5 6 10 6 

Will b. in the case oj Carriers-Pice. 

16 ... ... - 1 - 2 - - 4 3 

U ... ... - i. - 2 - 3 5 4 

12 ... ... 1 - 2 - 3 - 6 5 

10 ... ... 1 - 2 3 - 4 7 5 

9 ... ... 1 2 - 3 4 - 8. 6 

8 ... ... 1 2 .iI 4 - 5 9 6 

WiU be in the case of Children-Pice. . 
16 .. ... - - 1 - - - 2 -
14 - - 1 - 2 3 -... ... 
l2 ... ... - - 1 - 2 - 4 -
10 - - 1 - 2 - 4 -... ... 

, 
I) 9 ... - - 1 - 2 - -... 

2 5 
. 

8 - - 1 - - -... ... 
.-. 
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The operation of this scale may be judged from the following table which shows 
the quanity of grain which may be bought for each Rice mentioned in the scale, 
at the prices quoted :-

The 'Quantity or Grain in Tolahs whioh ma.y be Purobaeed for Pice. 
Prioe of Grain in Seen 

per Rupee. 
I I 2 8 ~ 6 I 6 I 1 I 8 I 9 10 

16 ... ... ... 20 40 60 80 100 - - - - -
14 ... ... ... 17l 35 52i 70 87l 105 - - - -
12 ... . .. ... 15 30 45 t;O 75 90 105 - - -
10 ... ... ... 12! '25 37, 50 62t 75 87! 100 - -

, 
.9 ... ... 11! 22! 331

1 

45 56! 67! 78t 90 loot -... I 
'$ .' f 10 20 I 30 I 40 50 60 10 80 90 100' .. ... ... ... , 

! I 

A.. fine or ODe pice, with grain a.t 16 leers per rupee, will reduce the wage by 20 tolahS, a.t 12 Beerl by ttl 
and at 8 Beers by 10 tolaha only. 

When wages are paid for two or three days together at one time, the 
amount to be paid to each worker can more closely approximate to the proportion 
of the task turned out. Should the Government approve of the suggestions 
made above, a full and complete table of fines for each class of workers fo!' 
periods of one to four days may be prepared and fnrnished to all officers 
concerned for their use and guidance. 

8. If these proposals should commend themselves to Government, the 
Board would propose th~t the officer in charge of the work should report the 
number of gang .. fined below the minimum wage in his weekly report. 

It should also be laid down that the CoIlector may at any time, in the case 
of any particular work or group of works, suspend the operation of the penal 
wage and limit the power of finIng to the minimum wage. Each case where 
this discretion is exercised should be separately reported. 

The penal wage rule would,of course, not apply to weakly gangs where it 
is found necessary to form such. To them the minimum wage should, in any 
case, be paid. 

. 9. With reference to the question of the relief of dependants alluded to in 
paragraph 3 of the Government Order read above, the Board requests that it 
may be informed whether the system of money doles therein described is to take 
the place of the di~tribution of cooked food at kitchens, and on this a reference 
to the concluding sentence oi paragraph 455 of the Famine Commission's report 
is solicited. . 

10. With reference to paragraph 4 of the Government Order, the Collectors. 
of Kurnool, Nellore and Cuddapah are requested to re.port what works may be 
taken up in order to test the two systems as desired by Government. The 
works selected should either he sections .of a road work, e.g., Ma..rkapur to 
Tokapa\li in Kurnool or the Amanabrolu feeder road in Nellore, or two adjacent 
tank works; they should serve the same 1000-ILlity and be, if possible, under the 
same officer throughout. 

ORDER-No. !H3, Revenue, dated 25th May, 1900. 

The Government proceeds to pass orders on the points raised by the Board 
of Revenue in its Proceedings read above, but would observe that in its opinion 
none of the points raiseli are of such importance as to have rendered it necessary 
to keep in abeyance orders which the Govel"Ilment desired should be carried out 
at an early date. 
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, ' , .- ~ 

. ~.', Para,ltr'lph 5 0./' the Board'~ !,roceedin.qs-. Exte!tt to I~ltich .linIng ;., 
permtsslble.--The Madras'l."ules as to filling are contamed m ·sectlon 106 of the 
Madras Famine Code as amended by G.O., No. 257, dated 21st April, lR97, and 
paragraph :to of G.O., No. 590, dated 11th October, 1898, and in paragraph 28 
of Appendix VL thereto. Under these rules fines inflicted for short work are 
ordinarily subject to the limitation that the wage earned is not to be reduced 
belOw the minimum wage; where, however, the short work is due to continued 
and deliberate contumacy, the fining may be carried further down to the 
proportionate payment for work done; and where the outturn is trifling or nil, 
the wage will be nil. The rules in force in the North-Western Provinces 
and Oudh in regard to fining are contained in paragraphs -15 to 41 of 
Appendix D-XIV. at pages 131, 132 of the North·Western Provinces Famine 
Code (September, 1899). From these it appears that in famine districtdines 
inflicted for short work should not be 80 heu.vy as to reduce the wage below. the 
minimum wage except in cases of contumacy when the fining may be carried 
further, but not so as to red:1ce the wage below the penal wage. Thus the 
ordinary fining power appears to be in principle the same in Madras as in the 
North-Western Provinces, while in the exceptional case of contumacy, the 
North-Western Provinces rules are more lenient than those of Madras which 
recognise formally no minimum in such cases. 

. 3. The Board's statement that the ordinary fining power in Madras is 
more restricted than in the North-Western Provinces, where the use of the penal 
wage seems to be normally permissible, appears therefore to be incorrect. The 
-Government nevertheless considers it advisable to specify the lowest penal rates 
which may be paid on works carried out on the task-work system and resolves 
to adopt for this purpose the penal wage of 45 tolas sanctioned by the Govern
ment of India for Bombay. It will, of course, be understood that any fining 
beyond the "minimum wage" is to ,be exceptional and permissible only, in the 
~pecial circumstances defined in section 106 of the Code as modified by the 
subsequent orders recited in paragraph 2 supra. The Government is also ot 
opinion that the Collector should, as suggested by the Board of Revenue, 
have discretion to suspend the operation of the penal wage in the casta of any 
work or group of works and to limit the power' of fining to the minimum wage; 
each case where this discretion is exercised being separately reported to the 
Board of Revenue. 

4. The fining of workin.q rhildren.-The Government accepts the Board's 
suggestion that working children should be rendered liable to fine, and has 
resolved to prescribe a minimum wage and a penal wage for them. These shall 
. be 40 tolas and 30 tolas respectively. 

5. Inequalities in the operation of the 8X/stin.'l rules as to fining.- Th£ 
iuequalities dwelt upon in paragraphs 5 and 6 of the Boald's Proceedings are in 
!p"eat part due 1N the existence of different rates of minimum wage for males and 
females. The minimum for males will be reduced to 60 tolas in accordance 
with the decision arrived at in G.O., No. 511, dated 25th May, 1900, and when 
this reduction is made the inequalities will mostly disappear. Any that still 
remain cannot be avoided as they are due to the rule that task workers cannot 
-ordinarily be fined below the minimum wage. 

6. Para.'lraph 7 of the Board's P1·oceedin.Qs-Table of wa.qes.-The 
llollrd's statement that in the table appended to G.O., No. 217, dated 
10th Mllrch, 190U, the differences in wages are in ail cases given in favour of 
Government and against the workers, is incorrect. The arguments advanced 'in 
this connection do not satisfy Government that it is necessary to adopt a shorter 
table prepared on what the Board calls "a more rough and ready system." 
There does not seem to be any valid ohjection, to a table similar to the olle 
appended to G.O., No. 217, dated lUth March, l~fIO, except that the course of 
prices has to be more careful! y watched and recorded, and this is an advantR"a-e 
rather than the revel'se. , 

7. Table of Pine.s.-The table of fines for short work printed in the 
Board's proceedings is full of blanks, and it is not easy to see what figures it is 
intended to insert in the places left blank. The table follows paragraph 28 of 
Appendix VI. to Madras Famine Code alld prescribes separate fines for each 
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shortage of 10 per cent.' . The Government considers that the rule' given in 
paragraph 45 of Appendix D-XIV. to the North-We,stern Provinces and Oudh 
Famine Code is much simpler and has manifest advantages over the Madras 
rule. According to the North-Western Provinces rule, no fine is inflicted if the 
shortage is 12 per cent. (say one-eighth) and under; if the shortage is between 
one· eighth and three-eighths, a nne of one-fourth of the wage is inflicted omitting 
to deduct fractions of a pice; if it is between three-eighths and five-eighths, a 
fine of half the wage is inflicted omitting to deduct fractions of a pice; and. no 
payments are made for less than half the task, but the work goes to make up 
the next day's task. The above deductions are subject to the limitation that the 
wage is not ordinarily reduced below the minimum wage or in cases of deliberate 
contumacy below the penal wage. 

The Government directs that the above rules as to fining should be adopted 
on all works carried out Oft the task-work system. The Board of Revenue is 
requested to submit for' approval a table showing the fines for each class of 
workers when wages are paid daily, for two days at one time, for three days at 
one time, and so on. 

8. Paragraph 8 of the Board's Proceedings-Sub-paragraph I.-Section 
106 of the Code now requires that the. number of persons fined, together with 
the amounts, shall be entered in the weekly reports by the officer in charge. 

- 9.' Paragraph 9 of the Board's Proceedings.-The Board appears' to 
misread the second sentenee of paragraph 11 of G.O., No. 217, dated 10th March, 
1900. This sentence does not, like the first sentence and the last sub-paragraph 
of paragraph 2, refer to the money value of grain wages. Its object is merely 
to. presc:i~e the amount of dependa?-t's d?les, and it is not mea~t to interfere 
WIth eXIsting orders as-to the form lD whICh the doles are to be gIven, whether 
as an additional money-wage to the worker or in the form of &1"ain doles or 
cooked food. . 

No. 150. 

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS_-REVENUE DEPARTMEN~. 

ORDER-No: 514, Revenue, dated 25th May, 1900. 

In view of the decisions alTived at in the last three Government orders, the 
following revised instructions are issued in supersession of those contained in 
G.O., No. 217, Revenue, qated 10th March, 1900, for the classification and 
tasking of relief workers, and the payment of wages and allowances to them and 
their dependants. I 

2. Classification.-Relief-workers 9n task w9rk will be divided into the 
following classes :-

Special class.-To include all persons in responsiMe positions or with 
special qualfications who are paid a uniform wage exceeding by a constant 
dilTerence that allowed to workers in class 1. 

Class 1.-To include all strong and healthy adult males. 

Class 1I.-To inclnde the older ond the more feeble men, immature youths 
who have. completed their fourteenth year, Iilld all women. 

Class Il1.-To include working children who have completed their eightn 
year but not their fourteenth. 

3. - The definition of the special class given above is taken from 
paragraph 445 of the report of the Indian Famine Commission of 1898 and 
from ~e remru:ks. made in po.:agraph 440 of the Commission's report it appears 
that this cl118s IS mtended to mclude mates or heads of gaM'S or others holding 
Ii slightly responsible position, or labourers with special q~alifications, such as 
qtll\rrymen, water-carrIers or others whom it is necessary to entertain for the 
proper control of the labour or prosecution of the work. It also appears from 
paragraph 440 that it is an essential condition that the wage of labourers 
returned in the special class-sh~uld exceed that of class I. by a constant 
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difference and that no persons who a.r~ paid a monthlywa.ge or Ii daily!wage 
differing from the wages o.f the prescnbed classes should be, 'returned as relief~ 
workers. The Government also observes that in the· North-Western Province; 
a.nd Oudh this constant difference has been fixed by the Local Government· a1l 
two pice and in the Central Provinces at one pice. . .; 

So fo,r as Government is. aware no "special '. class, as thus defined, has e~ero 
been recognised in this Presidency, and the Government is not sure what class 
of persons the Commission intends to' include in the designation" mates of 
gangs." The Madras gang. maistries must know how to read and writAi 
sufficiently to keep muster rolls, and one or two pice extra. would probably not 
suffice to secure the services of competent men. Nor dotlS Government see why 
a water-carrier should necessarily belong to the special class nor why he should 
receive the same wage as a quarryman. In these circumstances the Government 
hesitates to issue specific instructions as to what relief· workers should be 
placed in the special class, or to fix the difference by which the wage of this 
class is to exceed that of class I. The Board of Revenue is requested to give 
its· opinion in oousultation with Collectors, if necessary, as to what classes 
of workmen the special class should be 1!eld to include and what the constant 

. difference in their wage should be. 
4. Tasks.-· The tasks to be required of the larn,urers in classes 1. II. and 

III. will be the tasks shown in the tables sanctioned in G.O., No. 215, Revenue, 
dated 10th March, 1900. No work will be exacted from children below ,8 years 
of age, but children of 8 to 14 will be required to work unless physically unfit, 

5. Wages and allowances.-The ordinary daily wages, the minimum 
wages and the penal wages to be paid to workers will be the money value of 
the amounts of grain shown in Table No_ 1 appended, calculated at ·current 
prices.to the llearest pice in accordance with Table No. II. appended. The rest
day allowances of workeJ;s, where the payment of such allowances is authorized 
by the Board of Revenue wilL be the same as the minimum wage. Nursing 
mothers will be paid class II. wage and the allowance of a non-working child 
under. eight years. The al"ldwances to be made to non.worki!Jg adult and 
children dependants, when the gratuitous relief of such dependants is sanctioned, 
are also shown in Table I. appended. 

'rABLE No. I. 

Minimum 

Class of Worken. Ordinary Wage in and Root- Penal Wage Dependants' Allowance ) 
Tolas. dey Wage in in Tolas. in Tolas. 

Tol88. 

Special ... ... . .. To exceed that 60 45 -
• of C lass I. ·by 

a constant dif-
ferenoe. 

Class I. ... ... ... 95 60 45 -
Class II. ... ... ... 75 60 45 -• 

Class III. ... ... . .. 50 40 30. -
D.ependants and others-

Class IV. (Adnlts) ... - - -' 60 

Class V. (Children) ... - - - One-fourth'toi 
three - fourth. of 
the allowance for 
adults according 
to age and re-
quirements: 
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TABLE No. II • 

. Ready Reclwner J';" PiC<! Wages. 

Cl ... IV. PeDal Wage 
.. a.nd Mini. for the Hinimum PeDal Wop. 

. ,---:-0 .c~I. elasa II •. mum..,tor .elasa III. SpeciaUllasa for C~Iu; Cl ..... L and Classes eiAoo ilL 
I- andIL I. and IL 

" . 
W.~e in Groin. L95 TOlas·175 Tolaa, I 80 Tolas. ,60 TolB8., '0 Tolas. , '0 Tolai. ' 1I0:folas.' I .,' 

Wage baBis in 
, 

, 
Seers , 

Per Rupee. A, P •. A. 'P ... , A. P. I A.: P. ; A •. P. , A. P. A.· P. , 
, !i'O II, 3 2 6 2 0 1 9 I, 6 1 3 ,1 0 

6-l 3 0 2 6 2 0 1 9 1 6 1 3 ·1 0 

6'2 3 0 2 6 2 0 1 6 1 6 1 a ,1 0 

6'3 3 0 2' 6 2 0 1 6 1 6 1 3 1 0 

6'4 3, 0 2 3 2 0 1 6 1 6 1, a .,1 0 

6'5 3 0 2 3 1 9 '<1 6 1 6 1 3 1 0 
'. -

6'6 :I 0 2 :I 1 9 1 6 1 3 1 3 1 0 

6-7 2 9 2'~3' 141-' -1-6- -"]:'. 3 1 3 1 0 . 
6'8 2 9 2 3 1 9 1 6 1 3 1 :I 1 0 

6'9 2 9 2 3 1 9 1 6 1 3 1 :I 0 9 

7'0 2 9 2 3 1 9 1 6 1 3 1 3 0, .9 .. , 

7'2 2 9 2 0 1 9 1 6, 1 3 1 0 0 9 

1'4 2 6 2 0 1 6 1 3 1 3 1 0 0 9 

7'6 2 6 2 0 1 6 1 3 1 3 1 0 0 9 , 
7'8 2 6 2 0 1 6 1 3 1 3 1 0 , 0 9' , 

80() 2, 6 2 0 1 6 1 3 1 3 1 0 .. 0 9 

8'25 2 3 1 9. 1 6 1 3 1 0 1 0 0 9 

8'50 ... !l 3. 1 9. 1 6 1 3., '1 0 1 0 0 9. 

8'75 2 'a 1 9 1 3 '1 3, 1.0 1 d 0 9 

9'0 2 0 1 9 1 3 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 9 

9'25 2 0 1 6 1 3 1 0 1 0 0 9 0 9 

9'50 2 0 1 6 1 3 1 0 1 0 0 9 0 9 

9'75 II 0 1 6 1 3 1 0 1 0 0 9 0 6 

100() , II 0 1 6 1 3 1 0 1 0 0 9 0 6 

10'5 1 9 1 6 1 3 1 0 0, 9 .0 9 .0 6 . 
110() 1 9 1 3 1 0 1 0 0 9' 0 9 0 Ii , 
11'5· 1 9 1 3 1 0 i 0 9 0 9 • • 0 9 ·0 6 

. ,12'0 1 6 1 3 1 0 0 9 0 9. 0 9 0 6 

12'5 1 6 1 3 1 0 0 9 0 9 0 9 0 6 . , 
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Ready Reckoner lor Pice Wag':'-continued. 

C\aoa IV. . Penal Wag. 
and Mini- for the Minimum Pen.1 Wage 

CI ... I. C\aoa II. mum for C\aoa III. Speci.IOI ... tor - tor 
01 ..... 1. .ndCl ..... O\eoe III. . OI... III. , 
endlL I. end II. 

, I , 
"age in Grain. 195To~. 75 TOlu.1 60 Tolu. /50 TOlu./ 45 Tolu. 

/ 
40 TolJuo. I SO Tol ... 

. 
Wage basis in 

Seers f 

Per Rupee. A. P. A. P. A. P. A. P •• A.P. A.P. A. P. . 
. 

13'0 1 6 1 3 1 0 I 0 9 0 9 0 6 0 6 

13:5 1 6 1 0 1 0 I 0 9 
, 

0 9 0 6 '0 '6 

14'0 1 3 1 0 0 9 0 !l 0 9 0 6 0 6 

14'5 1 3 1 0 0 9 0 !l 0 6 0 6 0 6 

15'0 1 3. 1 0 0 9 , 0 9 0 6 0 6 0 6 

15'5 1 3 1 0 0 9 0 9 0 6 0 6 0 6 

16'0 1 3 1 0 0 9 0 9 0 6 0 6 '0 6 

, I I 

No . . 151. 

REPonT BY 'THE PERl!ANENT SET'l'L~:MEN'l'. COMMISSIONER; MADRAS' (F. A 
NICHOl"SON, ESQ., C.LE.), ON THE DJSTR~:SSIN THE MADRAS PRESIDENCY 
DURING 1900, ANn 'rHE MEASUR.:S TAK.:Y FOR ITS RELIEF. 

The portion of' th~ .Presidency in which distress has existed during the 
present year comprises the grp-Rter part of the Deccan districts lying above and 
to the west of th~ ghats, together with a portion of the NeUore and Kistna 
districts lying east of the ghats adjoining the Deccan districts to the north east. 
The normal rainfall of no part of this area exceeds 40 inches per annum; whilst 
over tpe great part it is less than 30 incheR, and on the west .of the area affected 
the average expected is less than 25 inches. 0f this normal rainfall, half, or 
more than half, usually falls during the south-west monsoon, between June and 
September, and the bulk of the remainder between October and December; but 
in the Deccan districts but little raln usually falls after the early days of 
November. In the affected portions of Xellore and Kistna",however, .there is 
rather more and rather heavier rain usually at this eeason. , 

In the year 1899, the rainfall '(luring April and Mav, before the setting i? 
of the south· west monsoon, was remarkably copious; but except in so fur as It 
improved the water-supplies, and enabled the ryots inpla.ce,s to sow l'ltth~r 
larger areas th~n usual under wells arid the 'Iike, this rain was of no great agn
cultural value in the area under reference. In June, the rains, were to a great 
extent a failure, and in July the fall was extremely light, the total fall. during 
these 'two months being less than that recorded during these months of the 
year'in any other of the last 30 years. The' drought continued up to about 
10th August, and the result was an extreme delay in the sowings on all the lighter 
descriptions of land in the Deccan districts and in the upland portions of Kistna. 
On the date mentioned., good . rain fell over the !(Teater part of the Deccan 
districts, and though the season 'was late, very extensive sowings wereimme
diately made. This rain .was very ,unevenly distributed, and was followed by 
more later in the month, which 'was still more irregular. The August minfall 
.wa~L however, on the whole sufficient to carry on the standin.g cro,p and to 
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encourage extensive sowings; and at the beginning of Septembe1' very heavy 
min began to fall in the Deccan districts, which being continued through the 
month stimulated agricultural operations into great activity. During October 
the. rainfall in the area referred to was light, and the rain ceased very early, little 
or none falling anywhere during November. The rains, although so light and 
badly distributed, were made use of very fully by the cultivators. The area 
SOWD was not greatly below the normal area except in parts of Kistna and 
Nellore, but much of the crops sown failed to yield a satisfactory outturn, and: 
a good deal was lost. On the heavier soils of the Deccan, which are usually 
sown with the September rains, fair crops of cotton and sorghum (cholam) were 
obtained over very considerable areas. Statistics of the rainfall and of tile areas' 
Bown in the affected ~rea are shown in the appendix so far as they are available. 
It should, however, be noted that a portion of the Nellore district, in which the 
situation was very critic;al, is zamindari, for which no detailed information 
regarding cultivation is available. 

To the north-east of the area dealt with lies th~ southern portion of the 
tract protected by the Kistna delta irrigation system, but except for its indirect. 
benefits to the people of the tract adjoining, did not influence the situation. 

The following notes show to what extent the crops failed, or were 
deficient :-

Kistna (two talu1cs).-Area sown deficient by about one-fifth owing to the 
impossibility of Bowing the uBuallate crop-variga. The principal crops are cholam 
and cumbu, much of which yielded very poorly. 

Nellore, N01·t1, (four taluks).-Area sown was deficient by one-fiftb, chieBy under 
variga, which is usually sown late in the season and was not sown at all. The yield 
of the chief dry grains, cholam and cumbu, ranged from poor to fair, whilst about 
one-sixth of the area sown with these two crops failed entirely. Indigo, the chief 
industrial crop, yielded a poor outturn, about one-third of the extent sown having 
yielded nothing. . 

KU"nonl, East (two talu1cs).-Area sown defioient by one·eleventh. Yield of 
the principal dry grains, yellow eholam, arika, korra and horsegram, poor, while that 
of cumbn was fair. Abont two-tbh'ds of the area sown with arika and one-third of 
that under korra failed in Markapur. Of the industrial crops, castor and indigo 
returned a poor outturn_ About a thir<.l of the ,area under castor and about half the 
extent sown with cotton failed in Markapur. The outturn of cotton in the remaining 
area was poor. 

Central (four mlulc8).-Area sown a little above normal. Yield of cbolam (late} 
and arika was moderate, while korra was poor. Yield of horsegrom was fair. Cotton 
was indifferent and indigo was ·poor. Castors in Nandyal yielded fairly, though about 
" third of the area under it failed. 

West (two talu1cs).-Area sown nearly normal. The yield ofcholam. cumbu, 
arika and korra was poor. Of the industrial crops, indigo and cotton yielded poorly 
or nothing, while castors fared moderately. About one-half the area under indigo 
failed in Ramallakot, where it is chieBy sown. 

Beltary, East (four talu1cs).-Area sown a little above normal. Yield of cholam. 
(late) was fair in Adoni and Alur, and poor in the other two taluks. Yield of korra 
was aloo poor. A little over one-fourth of the area under cholam and one-third under 
korra failed in Bellary, while about half the area under tbe latter yielded nothing in 
Rayadrug. Cotton yielded a fair outturn in Alur and Adoni, and was poor in the 
other two tal uks. 

Anantapu", North (twO talu1cs).-Area sown about normal. Yield of cholam 
was poor. Korra yielded badly. One-third of the area in Gooty talnk and over one. 
fourth in Tadpatri failed. Cumbu fared poorly in Gooty. Cotton yielded a poor out
turn. The yield of castors in Gooty was poor. 

Cuddapah, North-east (three tal·u1cs).-Area sown up to average. Paddy was 
normal in Pullampet and poor in the other two taluks. Outtum of oumbu and ragi 
was fair, while cholam and horsegram was poor. The yield .of korra was fair in 
Badvel, though. half the area under it failed. Indigo yielded a fair outtum, and 
ootton and castors was poor. About three-fourths of the area under paddy and two
thirds under horsegram failed in Badvel, while two:.thirds of the area under cholam 
yielded nething in Sidhout; about half the area under castors also failed. 

North-wesi (Iou" taluks).-Area sown deucient by one-ninth. Yield of korra, 
oholam, cumbu, and horsegram was poor. About half the area under korra failed, the 
failure being most marked in Jammalamadugu and Pnlivendla. One-fourth of the 
extent under cholam and three-fifths under horsogram also yielded nothing. Pulivendla 
suffered most. Of the industrial crops, the yield of cotton was fair, though Pulivendla 
farsd worst and indigo was poor. 

10566 S I 
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South (four talulrs}.-Area sown up to average. The yield of cholam and ra,gi 
was moderate, while that of cumbu antl horsegram was poor. Of lhe iudustrial crops. 
cotton aDd castors retumed a poor outturn; sugarcane was fair. GiugeUy was sown 
on a very small area. About two-thirds of the extent nnder cllmbll, and half tha~ 
under horaegram failed entirely in Rayachoti. Cotton and castors failed largely in 
the above to;iuk, the reat yielded a ve"" poor outturn. 

The area affected is almost the same as that which suffered during the 
third period of distress in 1891-92, and includes a large portion of that in 
which famine was recognised as existing during 1'897. In these circumstance. 
it does not appear necessary to enter. on a discussion of the ordinary economia 
condi~iOll of the tract. The ~mly chang~ that has occurred since ~897 'l'lilic~ 
materially affected the area IS the operung of the East Coast Railway from 
Nellore to Bezwada. 'This railway traverses the eaBtern ,edge of the affected- . 
area from Ongole to BapatIa. The only great protective irrigation wurk within 

. the area is the Kurnool-Cuddapah canal, which, however, .as it trave1'8es the 
centre of the Nandyal valley in Kurnool, where the soils are not as a rule suitelil 
for the irrigation· of paddy, is' not usually made full use of. During the season 
of 1899·19UO water was taken much more exten8ively than usual, especially fOJ: 
dry and garden orops,a& is, shown j,n the ;a.bmact helow:-, 

Kumoo11 during Cudd.pah, during 

Particular., I I 
Fasli F .. li 

I 
Fa.&li 

I 
Fuli Fasli Fasli F.aali Fasli 

1306, lH07, 1808. 1809. 1306. 1307. 130g. 1309. 

.A!Cl'EIJ. Aoreo. A ..... Acr ... Acres. Acres. t--cr ... Acres. 
Dry oro .. ... ... ... ... 48,038 11,540 9,837 40,758 7,25d 0,644 4,161 4-,668 

Garden crops ... ... ... .. . 4,116 3j988 Bi9i6 6,0110 6,ll4.2 7,125 9,536 7,158 

Wet crops ... ... . .. ... 9,365 7,585 8,825 7,254 3,369 3,400 2,339 .,959 

Seccnd crop ... ... ... '" ~lU' 3,396 2,956 8,379 4,039 4,486 7,180 2,966 

Total .... irrIl1.ted ... ... 65,6l~ 26,009 25,594 57,471 21,608 20,655 23,216 19,746 

. 

Fasli 1306 (1896-7) was the last year of drought. Besides .the canal 
abovementioned two other irrigation works sheuld be mentioned, namely, 
the Cumbum tank (,reservoir) in Kurnool, and the Sagilerproject in Cud
dapah. The former is a wor)!: under which about 5,600 acres of first and 4,900 
acres of aecond crop are usually raised in CJrwuary years, and which is known 
to have dried up pre"iously in the year 1892 only. During the season now 
past it again dried up completely, and the total area of crop raised was only 
4,357, while out of a total revenue demand U1l1ler the work of Rs. 43,il46, 
Rs. 19,998 was l'emitted. 'The Sagiler l'l"oj'lCt is a new work designed to 
tap a river draining an area adjscant 1;Q' that which feeds the Cumbum tank. 
During the season under reference Rs, ~ ,685 wereTmDitted.out of a total revenue 
demand under the work of Rs. 19,586. 

Prices.-Almost throughout the PI8aidency, during the earlier nwnths 
of 1899, prices had been fairly cheap. alt.~ough· in the southern half of the 
Presidency rates had not fanen as low .as they used to be previous to 1897. 
In the Deccan and Kistna, the principal .taplefoed-grain (cholam) was decidedly 
cheap, and in June, 1899, was pUTchaseable at about 30 seers per rupee 
generally, awl had.,heen rather cheaper in. the preceding months. With the 
fWlure of the rains in June rate., b..g~n to r:isel and in July a very con
siderable increa~e appeared, and the riae oontlnued gradually up to 
September, which was followed by a sudden jump lIpW'll.rds about October, 
when e. st.l!ong demand had set ia for the export of this grain ~nd of 
cumbu,. towards the famine-stricken areas in Western and Central India. 
The riae continued up to N'otember, when l!C!!PCity rates· (double the 
II01'llI61 pcices) WeIre recQrded.i.n all the IleCCSIll dJ.stricts except Cuddapab, 
in which district that level W1I.S reached in December. In Kistna and 
N ellore, the price of cholam did not rise quite '80 rapidly or so soon, and 
ic Nellore, it was not till Jr.nuary that extreme rates were reached. From 
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December to February, prices in the affected area were on the whole fairly 
stelldy, but there was another rise in March, after which rates remained steady at 
an extremely high level until August, 1900, when a slight fall occurred, but in 
that month and in September prices for this grain were stm considerarrly'above 
the scarcity rates in all the a.ffected districts, whilst almost throughout the 
Presidency the prices of the staple food -grains were from April to September as" 
dear ,as or dearer than in the corresponding months of 1897. In the case of 
rice, however, it is only in the southern half of the Presidency and on the West 
Coast that rates have been dearer than' in 1897. The characteristic of the past 
season has been the extremely high general level of prices and the levelling up that 
has occurred under the influence not only of very considerable .local failure 
of crop; but of an enormous and unusual export of food-grains to other 
provinces. The main facts may be gleaned from the following statement 
showing the results, for. the Presidency as a whole, of the grain trade during 
the six months ending in March, 1900, as compared with similar particulars for' 
seven half.years preceding :-

j . - 1 .. 1 Ii • ~a! '..: a~ .c. 
r~ I .<fa! -,,; 8= .<fg P&rtioulara. '" ·i~ $:ll e~ .1l:il 

..,~ 

$ ill '" , e'" ~~ - - ""~ ~~ ""~ ! :!l~ ... ~ ...... "'~ dl • dl l>l • l>l o. UJ 
, 

I I Hundred, of TcnUl. i Impom ... ... 28,4 25,9 28,0 I 59,4/ 111.9 t 60,3 43,1 I 58,7 
Paddy ••• 

25.7/ Exports ... ... 30.,6 25,5 30,0 I ~3.2 26,3 3I,II_2~ , 
'Nlltlmports ... ... - 2,2 0,4 - 2,0 36,2 36,2 3410 12,0 33,6 

---
... j Impom ... ... 3i\~ 24,7 14,7 95,6 59,1 75,9 63,4- 90,8 

Rioe ... 
EJ<pom ... ... 101\,1 128,6 117,5 9S,6 6~,8 + 67,7 8S,4 139,& 

Net E>:pom ... ... 68,2 J03,8 '102,8 + 2,0 S,7 + 8,2 30,0 49,1 

Deduct Equiv&lent 
Paddy •• Rloe ~~ } - 1,6 0,3 - 1,8 ,.24,1 2l,1 .22,6 8,0 '22,4 

Net Exports 88 Rice ... 69,7 103,5 104,1 + 26,) + 20,4 + 30,8 22,0 26,7 

j Imports ... ... 50,6 117,0' 89,6 66,1 75,9 68,9 41),0 81,9 
Obher gra.ir..s ... 

. . Esports ... ... 18,1 65,8. . 13,1 19,6 'IS,S llt6 88,7 162,7 

'~ 
~'. 

Net Imports ... '" au - 17,9 - 83,5 + ~6,5 + 63,6 + 4.7,3 + 6,8 -lSO,8 

---'-.-.. -1-.-.. ~ i 

{ Imports ... ' .. 64,0 78,1 ... . .. 
Tooal ... ... 1 IbporJiB 121,4/ ... ... 87,2 :137,6 ... .. . .. . 16,7 NT,6 

The ~a()rdiwu:.ily large balance of grain eJqlortea is the more1"emarkable, 
because in ;normal years .the 'l'residency ,has for a loqg'while past sholVD a 
balance of imports. Similar results attended the grain trade of the Presidency 
during the bad year 1896-97, but the balance was never so large. The 
increased balance of exports appears under grains other than paddy or rice, 
and consisted mainly of cholam and cumbu drawa'away fur supply to the part 
of Western India where distress was very flevere. The net exports of rice, both 
for the half-year ending in March and for the 'whole official year 1899-1900, 
were in no way remarkable, bntin the case of otlrergrains, not only were the 
exports phenomenal, bnt -the usual Iurge ·imports of 'grain, chiefly ragi, from 
Mysore, dwindled tOll. compm-ative\ysmaU figure. 

The areas .chiefly drawn on for the increased exports were the Kistna and 
,Godavari deltali, the Deccall, and the Central Districts. "From the two first
mentioned arens the grain WII.S despatched direct by rail; from the latter by 
rail to Caliout ,and thence by sea. Owing to the largely increased exports of 
cholam and cumbu from Malabar, the balance of the sea-borne trade of the West 

1056E SIa 
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Coast Was much decreased, In reality the usual sea-borne imports of paddy 
and rice into Malabar were maintained. 

. The' balance of exports set in during the second quarter of the official year 
1899-1900, and was maintained for nine months, as will be seen in the following 
:abstract of the results of the trade in respect of food stuff :-

During the QlJarter ending 

Particulan. 30th 30th "I 31st 3lot 30th 
·June, Septsmhsl"1 December, March, June, 
1899. 18~9. 1899. 1900. 1900. 

---~--~--

Hundreds of Tons. I I Imports ... ... 333 97 90 I 500 756 
Paddy ... '''1 Exports ... , ... 152 158 119 162 137 

Net Imports ... ... '" + 181 - 61 + 1 + 338 + 619 
. 

: .. { Imports ... .. . 452 82 227 682 627 
. Rice ... 

Exports ... ... 4.~7 377 681 I 718 548 

Net Export. ... ... . .. 5 295 454 36 + 79 
• 

Deduct EqUivalent of Paddy as Rice + 121 - 41 + 1 + 225 + 413 

Net Exports as Rice ... ... + 116 336 453 + 189 + 492 
----I Imports ... ... 247 203. 125 187 241 

Other grains I I 
~70 , b:xports • 86 I 302 . 658 455 ... ... 

I 
--

Net Imports ... ... ... 161 - 99 - S45 - 471 - 214 

... { Imports ... ." 277 ... ... ... 278 
'Total ... 

Exports ... ... ... 435 1,298 I 282 ... 

The return to a more normal state of things, so far as the Presidency as a 
whole is' concerned, was largely due to considerable imports by sea into the East 
Coast districts, and by quite exceptionally large imports into the West Coast 
-districts. The exports by rail from the deltas and the Deccan districts continued 
during the last three months referred to on a very large scale, but the grain 
shipped from the deltas fell off largely. Statements are given in the appendix 
showing the net results of the grain trade, without allowance being made for 
the food equivalent of paddy as rice, which show in detail how different parts of 
the Presidency were affected. 

Recovery.-It was not until nearly the end of May, 1900, that any materiai 
improvement in the outlook occurred. On the eighty-first birthday· of Her 
Majesty the Queen Empress, good and propitious showers fell in many places in 
the Deccan districts. The ryots at once made the most of this favourable 
opening of the agricultural year and sowings proceeded apace. The south· west 
monsoon rninfaII was not, however, altogether favourable, for though on tlie 
whole the fall was about the normal in quantity, its distribution was more than 
usually irregular and the falls spasmodic. Sowings have been, however, made 
-over a much wider area than usual in almost all parts of the districts which 
were affected during the previous season, and the reports that have so far come 
in regarding the harvests of the early crops that' are now proceeding are 
altogether favourable. 
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Rea .. otls for apprehendi'n!I that reli~l miqht be necessary.-As pointed out 
by the framers of the first Madras Famine Code, the proximate cause of famine 
is the failure of a succession of harvests resultine: from insufficient or untimely 
rainfall. Such failures cause a slackness in the demand for labour, 'and lead to 
.a great enhancement of the price of grain. Thus, the landless classes and field 
labourers lose their employment, and with the loss of means of purchasing food 
are coupled higher prices. 

The distress which affected a large portion of the Presidency during 1896 
and 1897 was only brought to an end comparatively late in the year 1897, 
whilst in a portion of the NeHore district distress continued and works were 
open until the middle of 1898. In the latter year, also, in parts of the 
'Cuddapah district the holding off of the usual south-west monsoon rains gave 
·cause for anxiety, but on the whole the agricultural year of 1898-99 was a 
favourable one, and in sdme places a bumper harvest was secured. 

In 1899, the season was. however, as already described, extremely 
unfavourable, and the local shortage of the crops, coupled with an extremely 
actiye demand for grain for export, forced up prices to as high a level as that 
reached in 1896-97. Employment for the field labourers was much limited, 

. .and it therefore became a question whether the poorer classes WQuld be able to 
face without assistance the usual long "dead season" in rural tracts after the 
~cnnty har,-ests had been secured. 

When this appeared to be the case, and prices were already double the 
normal rates, it was determined to test the question by opening works on which 

.a subsistence wage was offered in return for the performance of a reasonable 
task. For reasons chiefly connected with the simplicity of the system and ease 
of management, it was decided to adopt a system of limited piecp.-work at rates 

-calculated to enable the workers by diligence to earn rather more than the bare 
subsistence wage re.commended by the Famine Commission of 1898. For thia 
purpose works were opened in the several districts and .. talnb specified on the 

. dates mentioned-

District. Taluk. 

I 
Proddattur ... 

J amnm!amad ugu 
·Cuddapah 

Pnliv"ndh 

Kadiri 

Anantapur Tadpatri 

Bellary ... Adoni 
-

Pattikonda 

Ramallakota 

Kurnool 
Nandyal 

Koilkuntla 

Cumburn 

l Markapur 

~ 
Vinukonda 

Ki"tna '" 
\ N arasaraopet 

... { OngoJe 
Nellore ... .0. 

Kanigiri 

Date of Opening First 
Test-W01'k. 

20th February, 1900 

2nd March 
" 

1st February 
" 

5th " " 
5th March 

" 
21st February 

" 
11th April, 1900. 

9th 
" " 

9th March 
" 

3rd April 
" 

20th March 
" 

20th 
" " 

11th " .. 
7th ., " 

25th February, 1900. 

12th " " 
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The works were designed to test 'the reality of the distress which was 
reported to exist in the districts. mentioned, as shown by the following state
,ment of t,he a~eas and population reported from month to month by the 
Collectors as bemg affected. 

, 

Ouddapah, Anantapur, lle1laIy. Kl11'1lool. 

Months. • Popa- • Popu-At .... Area. Area. • Popa- At .... • Popu ... 
lation. tiOD. lation. lation. 

1 2 8 4 • 6 7 , 8 9 

1 . I 
Square Squar" Square Square 1 

Mile •. Miles. M>les. Miles. ! 
February, 1900 ... 1,481 111 - - - - 1,130 209 
Ma)och 

" 
... 1,481 111 641 113 144 20 1,250 218 

April " 
... 1,S21 230 64~ 113 144 20 1,250 218 

May 
" 

... 1,821 229 641 113 144 20 1,250 218 

June " 
... 1,821 229 641 113 11 12 1,250 218 

-
July 

" 
... 1,t62 195 89 14 - - 1,116 210 

August 
" 

... 1,462 195 - ~ - - - -, , 
, I , , I 

" " . 0' , 

,lir.nllr •• Kistna. Total. 

I 
Months. • Popula- • Popul&- I • Popula-.bIa. At .... Area . 'tion. tion. 

I 
tion. 

10 11 12 18 a I. 

Square Square Square 
Miles. Miles. Miles. 

February, 1900 ... 2,460 359 - - 5,011 136 

March 
" 

... 2,021 334 964 211 6,513 1,019 

April " 
... 2,021 334 964 211 6,853 1,132 

May . 2,021 3:34 964 211 6,841 1,131 
" 

... 
June ~ ., . ;, 2,021 334 964 217 6.774 1,123 

Jnly 
" 

... - - 964 217 3,690 636 

August " 
... - - 964 217 2,426 412 

• In thoneands. 

Of the areas referred to above, that shown a"uainst Nellore was merely 
threatened, but it may be said that an area of about 6,500 square miles with a 
population of about a million was affected, and that there was great danger that 
a much larger area would become involved. These areas take no cognizance or 
portions of districts outside the surveyed villages in the case of Cuddapah, 
Anantapur and Kurnoo!. In the other cases definite portions of the districts 
were treated as affected. 

Nature of the works selected.-In a majority of cases the works selected 
were irrig<ltion works" ,the execution of which was desirable, and which would. 
in several cases have been undertaken irrespective of the question of distress. 
In p-ight ca~es road works were undertaken, but these also were necessary 
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works.. The following is a summary of the expenditure incurred on each class 
of wark:-

Irrig .• ~"" •. JlQadp,. 

iDistriot. 
Total 

I Expenditure. I 
Expenditure. 

Number. Number. Expenditure. 
I 

. 
Re. Rs. Rs. 

Cuddapah ••. . .. . .. 10 36,046 ~ 9,~37 4;!,7S3 

AnantaplH' ... ... 1 19,432 - - 19j413P; 

Bellary 2 4,102 
, 

1 6 4J()~ ~" ... ... 
Kurno,ol ... 

'~', ... 13 16,m 4; 9,~7 25',!i14 

NelloN ... ... ... 2 59 1 I 1,1!\16 I l,G~;; 

Kistna ... ... ... 6 14,829 - I - - 14,829 

Total ... 34 90,985 8 I 20,ruJ6 loll,381 

Add general charges for supervision and tools and' plant 
. . ··'· ... ~·r '-~r-... 54,674 

••• . , .. •• M .. 

Grand T'!.tal ... ... 1,66,655 
, .. 

From the .subjoined table showing the. average number of persons 
employed on the test· works in each. month of thlJ period, it will be seen that 
the totals never amounted to any considerable figure, Illthough for four months 
they exceeded 10,000. The largest number on test works was reported during 
the weelG ending 7th July, 1900, and amounted 1;0 14,416. 

, 
Worken in 

Montba. 

.;~~ I B01l&>1'\ KurnooL 

Total 
Workers. 

Cuddapah. NolJ.ore. JU,tua. 

. ...... 
' .. 

Febrnary .. ·. ... ... 1,931 - - . - 13 - 1,94,4 , 
March ... ... .., 1,955 503 380 B3ll 8 1,024 3,702 

April ... ... ... 4,356 723 467 3,466 161 979 1O,lq2 

May I 4,810 1,422 3U 3,loU 312 1,383 11,37\1 ... .. . ... 
.Tune ... ... .. . 3,648 1,922 552 3,697 129 1,441 11,389 

--

.Tuly ... ... I . .. 4,).29 12,398 - 2,4.940 -- 1,377 10,398 

August ... .... : ... 1,774 1,302 - 702 - 1,219 4,997 
i 

These work~rs are classified according to age and sex as follows :-
. . 

i : " , , Total Number of Workers. Wago 
lliotriot. Equiva.lent in Eamod , 

I I Child Units. Per Chlld 
i M .... Wom~. C)illdrep. UniL 

1 
I 

I Pies. 
'Cuddapah ... ... 278,610 332,730 69,930 1,126,245 1'8 
A.tlantl\p.nl' .¥ ." l().2,9GO 126,000 19J.4.0 41.~o.611 a.O 
Bellayy ••• ~. ... 23,3010 ll4,84.0 3,~ &1:,060 ,9oJ • 
X\U'Ilf)oI ••• ... , .. 131,700 249,480 48,180 ~6,400 'lrll. 
Nellore ... I 10,320. 7,650 159 92,866 INl ... ... I 

I 
!Gstna ... ... .•• I 114,450 97,290 11,550 .. S86,385 N 

Total .. , . .. I 661,380 837,990 153,270 2, 'l3i3,Oli ~Nl 



424 MADRAS PRESIDENCY. 

The proportion of adults and of men who resorted to the works was much· 
higher than has been usually the case, and this is attributed chiefly to the form 
-. piece-work-in. which relie~ was. offered, and the absence of the temptingly 
hIgh wages for children prescrIbed m the Code. 

For the purpose of the last j two columns of this table the equivalents. 
assumed are. 1 man = Ii women . 2 children, which are appoximately the 
proportions borne by the grain wages of classes I., II. and IlL, respectively or 
relief workers. At the price of grain by which wages' were regulated the 
normal wage of a relief worker at the task-work system would \lave been about 
9 pies per child unit, and at the Jimited piece· work rates adopted on most of the 
works the maximum earnable about 13 pies per child unit. The reason why 
the full wage was not earned in three districts was that the people, with a lively 
recollection of the relief measures' of 1897 in mind, were loath to exert them
selves, and in not a few instance expected and demanded a " minimum wage" in-
return for little or no work. . 

The next table shows how far the works carried out were executed. 
economically-

, I Irrigation Works. 
, 

Communications. TotaL I I , 
i 
I Value of Work done. 

Districts. 
Value I Expendi. Value Expendi. of Work Expendi-

ture. of Work ture· tore. Per cent. done. I . done. Amount. of Expen_ 

I diture. 
. 

I 

Rs. Rs. Ro, Rs. Rs. Ro. 

Cuddapah ... ... 36,046 42,369 9,737 9,896 45,783 52,265 114 
I 

Anantapur ... ... 19,432 22,296 - - 19,432 22,296 115 

Bellary ... ... . .. 4,102 4,118 I Ii - 4,108 4,118 100 

Kurnool ... ... ... 16,511 14,954 9,057 10.543 25,574 25,497 100 

Nellore ... ... .. . 59 15 1,596 1,955 1,655 2,030 123 

Kistna ... ... ... 14,829 18,835 - - 14,829 18,835 12; 

- ----
Total ... ... 90,985 1,02,641. 20,396 22,394 1,11,381 1,25,041 112 

--
I 

Add general charges for supervision, tools and plant,. &c. 54,614 - -

'. 
Grand Total, Expenditurt' ... 1,66,055 - -

Works were carried out on the intermediate system, and there was but. 
slight opportunity for comparing it with the task-work system,. a~ desired by 
Government. There appears to be' a general consensus of oplUlon that the· 
piece-work system, being si!p.ple and elastic, is well adapted for a scarcity or 
partial famine-sJ?ecial care, however, heing taken to provide for inefficients
but that for a serIOUS or 'intense famine with many weakly persons, the task. 
work system is preferable. But regarding piece-work, opinion strongly di11'ers 
as to whether the maximum should or should not be done away with. The-
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Public Works Department, with its practiCal experience in dealing with works 
and labourers, would do away with the maximum and leave the officers in 
charge to prevent the earning of excessive wages by reducing rates; Mr. Morin, 
Executive Engineer in Cuddapah, states the case with clearness and ability. 
On the other hand, the Revenue officers, except the Collector of CUddapah, 
desire the retention of the maximum, since they donbt the effect or feasibility of 
altering rates whenever occasion requires; they consider that works would be 
too rapidily used up, and they point out that the maximum is an essential in II 
system of relief which is intended to provide only a bare subsistence allowance 
for workers and their dependants, and that the maximum &uffices for this 
purpose. Full discussion of the point is desirable. 

From the experience gained on this occasion it would seem that when test· 
works are so sparsely attended, notwithstanding local expectations, as in 
Cuddapah, it would be well to close them at an earlier date and revert to ordinary 
works and methods if such works are actually and sufficiently available within 
the test area. 

Relief to weavers.-Besides the measures mentioned above. it was found 
necessary to afford relief to a community of weavers of cotton head· cloths who 
live in part of the north·western portion of Cuddapah in or near the tc>wn of 
Jammalamadugu. The wares of these weavers usually find a sale in parts of 
the Bombay Presidency and the Central Provinces, and during the past year, 
owing to the state of the season in those parts, the demand for these wares 
almost entirely ceased. The community suffered severely' during the season of 
1896-7, and were then relieved at their own craft, as it was found impossible to 
employ them satisfactorily except in that way. Food.grains had in January,1900 
risen to nearly double -their usual prices locally, and it was cletermined to offer 
relief on a system of limited piece' work based upon task·tables worked out On 
the experience. obtained in 1897. For this purpose a scale of rates for labour 
was laid down, and advances of yarn were made on behalf of Government to 
those weaverswho, on local enquiry, were found to be in need. When the 
work for which yarn was advanced was completed, the weavers were paid wages at 
the prescribed scale and fresh advances of yarn were made to them. Operations 
were begun duriIlg the first week of February, 1900, and continued up to 
September 14th when the last advances were made. The exact number of 
persons relieved by this means cannot be stated, but computing the numbers in 
proportion to the number of men and women laid down in the task· tables for the 
work undertaken the average numbers on relief were as follows :--

Number. 

Month. 
MeD. I Woman. I Total. , 

February ... ... ... 999 795 1,794 

March ... . .. ... .. . 1,905 1,513 3,418 

April ... ... ... . .. 2,040 1,622 3,662 

May ... ... ... ... 2012 1,602 3,614 

June ... ... . .. ... 1,723 1,371 a,094 

July ... ... . .. ... 1,701 1,350 3,051 

August ... ... ... ... 1,728 1,370 3,098 

September ... . .. ... 1,605 1,277 2,882 . 
Average ... . .. 1,714 1,362 3,076 

1068S III: 
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- . ' The expenditure incurred ,on this form of relief and the recoveries made up 
to the end of November' 1900 were as follow :-

I 

, Expenditure. , lie. BeooYeri ... I Bo. 
", ... , , 

Yarn purchased ... ... 73,942 By sale of cloths ... . .. 86,589 . , 
Wages paid ... '" ... . 29,773 Resale of yarn, etc. . .. . .. 3,238 
" Establishment charges ... 1,270 Sundries ... . .. ... 20 , 
Sundries ... ... ... 2,272 

Total ... 89,847 

Val ue of stock on hand ... 11,471 

Balance to de bit ... ... 5,939 

,Total ... 107,257 Total . .. 107,257 

I 

The wages paid average 7'8 pies per head per diem as compared with one 
anna the minimum wage allowed for a Class II. worker under the latest,orders, 
with grain at the level it ruled at during the season now passed. The lowness 
of the wage earned was due to the fact that in a very considerable number of 
cases the weavers took considerably longer than the periods laid down to 
complete the weaving for which yarn was advanced to them. 

The recoveries already made, including value of stOck on hand, amount to 
97 per cent. of the expenditure on wages and materials, and to 94 per cent. of 
the gross expenditure. In such operations, where sales have to be made in the 
open market, and the goods are not passed on at a book valuation to other 
departments, the contingencies on which realizations depend are numerous. In 
this Case, it may be safely said that the relief given was most economically 
administered, the net cost to Government being about four annas per head per 
month. Had the weavers displayed more energy and greater promptitude at 
their work, the results would have been still more economical. Some part of 
the expenditure over and above the cost of wages and materials was caused by 
the necessity for transferring the woven goods from Jammalamadugu tt!l 
Cuddapah for storage. 

Other measures oj relief-These embraced remissions and suspensions of 
revenue and the distribution of loans for land improvements and other purposes. 
The scale on which the latter operations were conducted is shown in the 
following table :-

Land Improvement LoaDS Agriculturist LO&llS 
Disbursed During Disbuned During 

Distriot. 

FasJi 1308.1, Fosli 1309. Fasli 1308. I Fasli 1309, 

--

RB. Rs. Ra. Rs. 
Kistna ... ... .. . 575 2,713 400 1,200 

Nellore 17,963 18,578 12,334- 3,713 I ... ... ... I 

I 
Kurnool ... ... ... 7,000 1,57,970 1,120 10,860 

Boilary ... ... .. . 8,708 15,660 50 2,605 
! 

Annntapur ... ... 12,434 8,315 415 1,920 
I 

Cuddapah ... ... 9,922 16,118 1,170 3;275 
I • --------

Total ... ... 56,602 2,19,354 15,489 23,573 

, 
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The figures show that loans for la.nd improvements were more freely taken 
than in the previous year, and especially was. this the case in Kurnool., The 
smaller demand for loans in Ananmpur is not explained. 'J:he .operatioll8 
would probably have been larger had the funds available betn greater. 

The main purpose for which loans were granted was for the sinking or 
repair of wells, except in Bellary, where the bulk of the amount advanced wI¥' 
for the reclama.tion of land. In Nellore the demand for loans under the 
Agriculturists' Loans Act was. restricted to two taluks.. The main purppse for 
which loans were granted in this district was for the purchase of fodder in tI:iIl 
Ongole mluk. The following abstract shows the purpo,ses for which loans were 
advanced in fasli 1309 :-

Lcd I~provement Loans A.ct. , Agriculturist Lcau Act;, , . 

Diatricta. Construe- Land Purchase Purchase tion or reo1&-
,Other 

,TotaL . . of of Other. Tctal. rep.ir of matien. purpos", fodder. oattls: purposes. 
wells. 

- I 
R •• Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. R •. 

KiBtna ... ... 2,263 250 ,200 2,713 400 800 - 1,200 

Kurnool ... 58,700 44,215 55,025 1,57,940 6,896 3,864 50 10,810 

BeIlary .. 1,480 14,130 50 15,660 - 1,09! 1,511 2,605 

Anantapur ... 7,135 200 980 8,315 - 1,920 , - 1,920 

Ouddapah ... 14,030 2,080 8 16,118 61 3,214 - 3,275 

Nellore ... 18,403 175 - 18,578 2,833 . 830 50 3,713 

, Remi8siol'ls.-Thesewere granted under the usual rules in the case' of wet 
lands, and in respect of dry lands in special cases. The amount that was 
graDted 'owing to the state of the season in the tracts affected may be gauged 
from the following statement:-

Remissions Grantod. 
, , , , ' 

Distrlot Dry. Wet. Tctal, 

, 
Fasli 1908. , Fasli 1809. , Fasli 1808., Fosli 1309. Fasli 1808. , Fasli 130~ 

0' 

RB. .RB. 'Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs;' 
KiBtna , ... ... - - 3,205 19,429 3,205 19,429 

NeIlore ... .. , - - 1,417 65,893 1,417 65,893 

Kurnool ... ' ... - 31,759 29,528 90,312 29,528 1,22,071 

Bellary ... ... 1,331 14,513 11,313 11,878 12,644 ,26,391 

Anantapur ... ... 21,811 57,335 66,159 64,105 8'1,970 1,21,440 

Ouddapah ... ... 12,395 63,156 93,532 2,75,655 1,05,927 3,38,811 

...- .. ,~- . , . 
2,05,154' '5~27,272 Total ... ... 35,537 1,66,763 '2,40,691 6,94,035 

. RemissioDs on dry waste or for loss of p~duce on dry land were granted 
in msli 1308 in portions of the Cuddapah, Anantapur and Bellary districta 
where dry crops suffered from untimely rainfall. Large remissions for wet 
waste in the Deccan districts in that year were necessary owing to the scanty 
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rainfall and to short supplies in the irrigation sources. The result is that the 
remissions granted in fasli 1309 do not appear so exceptional as they otherwise 
would; but altogether a sum of Rs. 4,40,048 was remitted for waste or loss of 
crop. -

Having in view the extensive loss of crop and continued bad seasons in the 
four north-western taluks of .Cuddapa?, a sum of Rs. 56,~45, representing old 
arrears, and another of Rs. o,3S6, bemg penal rates levIed for unauthorized 
tank-bed cultivation in fasli 1307, were written off in order to relieve the 
pressure of the ryots. 

In addition to the above, postponement or suspension of collections was 
granted in the following cases :- . 

. 

DiBtriot. 
Suspended 

or Postponed Period. 
Amount. 

Re. 
Kietna ... ... . .. 2,91.890 

1 •. 0""'" 
N ellore (Ongole) ... ... 1,58,679 

Kurnool ... ... .. . 2,34,543 

Bellary '" ... ... 20,293 I 1310. 
I 

Anantspur ... ... ... 39,372 I 
CUddapah ... ... . .. 72,044 J 

Total ... ... 8,16,821 ...... 

The collection of these sums will be made with the land revenue for the 
current year. 

Result on the people.-Owing to the limited extent and intensity of actual 
distress the effect on the people in general has been but slight, and even in the 
affected areas actual distress in its technical sense was, in general, limited to a 
proportion of the labouring classes, though, to all except those who had grain to 

. sell, the high prices and grave shortage of crops caused a sharp pinch, consider-
able stint and serious loss of prospective profits; to many, however, the high 
prices, following as in many parts on an excellent y~ar in 1898-99, meant 
prosperity. Owing, moreover, to the tact that, except in moderate areas the 
early crops were moderately good and the later chiefly failed at the earing stage, 
and to the general existence of surplus fodder from the previous abundant year 
the cattle suffered but little more than in ordinary hot weathers; only in some 
areas, such as parts ot North. Nellore and the neighbouring uplands of Kistna, 
was there any notable trouble. 
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Relief Works opened in Jhansi District only. 

No. 152. 
REPORT FOR TH~; MONTH ENDING 28TH APRIL, 1900. 

J HANSI DISTRICT. 

RUPEES 54~ has been collected during the month from private subscrip. 
tion in the Jhansi city for the relief of parda nashin women and infirm persons. 
Two hundred and ninety-seven persons relieved on Saturday, the 28th. Four 
relief circles are open and four naib tahsildars are deputed to help village relief. 
Two poorhouses are open. There were 61l inmates in the Jhansi poorhouse 
and 40 in Mahroni on Saturday. Four relief works are open, and It fifth will 
be started soon at Lalitpur. There were 2,407 persons oli. works on Saturday. 
Physical condition of people good. No death r.eported from starvation. 
Markets well stocked. Import exceeds ~xport. Harvesting of crops completed. 
Extra crops in good condition, but mahua (Bassia latifalia) has largely failed. 
Task 100-85 cubic feet on l3-ser basis. There were 62 persons of Gwalior, 
357 of Orcha, 8 of Ajmer, 1 of Datia, and 5 of Khanya Dhana on all works 

.during the month. Twenty-five persons of Native States were relieved in the 
poorhouses of Jhansi Mahroni. 

No. 153. 
REPORT FOR THE MONTH ENDING 26TH M.A.Y, 1900. 

JHANSI DISTRICT. 

RUPEES 602 has been collected during the month from private subscrip
tion in the Jhansi city, and 268 persons relieved gratuitously on Saturday, 
the 26th. Four relief circles are. open, and two sp,ecial naib tahsildars are 
looking after their proper arrangement; the third naib tahsildar, who is 
working at Sumera tank, will be deputed to help in village relief in parganas 
Maraura and Balabehat of Lalitpur sub-division as soon a$ he is relieved by a 
naib tahsildar expected from Gomkhpur Division. Tw.o poorhouses are open. 
There were 104 inmates in the Jhansi poorhouse and 43 in Mahroni on 
Saturday. Sanction to the closing of works and poorhouses. has been asked 
for from 15th June next, or subsequent date on which the monsoon may become 
well established. Five l'elief works are open. There were 1,641 persons on all 
works on Saturday. Physical condition of people good. No deaths reported 
from starvation. Markets well stocked; Import continues. Extra crops doing 
well and being cut. Fields being prepared for kharif. Task 100-85 cubic 
feet on l3-ser basis. There were 31 persons from Native States in two poor
~UB~s. Fourteen pers?ns of Gwalior, 162 of O~cha, 4 of Kherria (Saugor 
district). and 9 of Khaniya Dhaua on all works durmg the month. . 
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No. 154. 

REPORT FOR THE MONTH ENDING 30TH JUNE, 1900. 

JHANSI DISTRICT. 

RUPEES five hundred and 10rty-five, anna.\; eight, and pies six has 
been collected during the month from private'subscription in Jhansi City 
for the relief of distressed pardal, nashin women and infirm persons. 
Three hundred and twenty-eight persons relieved from it on Saturday. 
Of Rs. 25,000 received from the Central- Executive Committee, Rs. 1,000 
has been placed at the disposal of the pargana officer, Jhansi, for the 
help 'of the distressed in Jhansi City. Four village relief circles are 
open, and three naib tahsildars are deputed to look after them. Seven 
hundred and seventy-five persons relieved gratuitously on Saturday. Numbers 
are increasing, and the relief circ\es will be' extended if the rain still 
holds off till the .15th July next. Two poorhouss are open. There were 
138 inmates in the Jhansi poorhouse and 91' in Mahroni on Saturday. 
Five relief works under Public Works Department agency are open. There 
were 1,685 persons on all works on Saturday. Physical condition of 
·people good. No deaths reported from starvation. Markets well stocked. 
'Import continues. Harvesting. of extra crops completed. Fields are 
being prepared for kharij in places. Task, 100-85 .cubic feet on 13-ser 
basis. Proposals for change to an 11-ser basis have been made and task 
reduced to 85 cubic feet everywhere. Thirty-one inmates of the poor
houses and 111 persons on all works during the month were residents of 
Native States. 

No. 155; 

REPORT FOR THE MONTH ENDING 28TH JULY, 1900. 

JHJ.NSI DISTRICT. 

TOTAL collection from private subscription during the month was 
Rs. 516-4-3. Three hundred and forty-five persons relieved charitably on 
Saturday, the 28th, in the Jhansi City. Four' relief circles are open, 
and three special naib tahsildars are looking after them. One thousand 
one hundred and three persons were relieved gratUitously on Saturday. 
RelieI' circles at Jhansi and Moth will be closed ·from 7th August, 1900, 
the paupers receiving 15 days dole on that date. Two poorhouses are 
open .. There were 216 inmares in the Jhansi poorhouse, and 35 in 
Mahroni on Saturday. Chirgaon-Baghera work was closed on 21st; Babina
Badanpur road and Sumera 'tank on 27th; Richa-Rasoi tank and Maraura 
tank on 28th. All the five works are now closed. Physical condition 
of people good. No deaths reported from starvation. Markets full. Im
port still, continues. Sowing and weeding of kharif in progress. . Crops 
germinated well. . 
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No. 156.' 

Noi48 of a Conference held by His Honour the Lieui4nant· Governor, North· Western 
" Province8) and, Chi4f Commissioner of Oudh, at Caumpore, on the 28th July, 

1900, regarding famine relief measures in the Jhansi .District. 

PRESENT: 

Mr. E. B. ALEXANDER, Commissioner, Allahabad Division. , 
" J. H. SIMPSON. Collector of Jhansi. ' , 
" C. A. SILBERRAD, Joint Magistrate, in charge of the Lalitpur Sub-

Division. . 
" A. H. ASHTON, District Engineer, Jhansi. , 

Honourable Mr. R:G. HARDY, C.S.I., Chief Secretary to Government, 
North· Western Provinces and Oudh. 

RELIEF works in the Jhansi District commenced on 2nd October, 1899, when 
the repairs of the Talbehat-Pura road were undertaken. On the llth December 
two fresh works were started-the Babina-Badanpur and the Chirgaon-Baghera 
roads. On 1st February, 1900, the, Mara~ tank was opened, and on the 
llth May, 1900, work was commenced on the Sumers tank. At no time were 
there more than five relief works in progress, but, when the' work on the 
Talbehat-Pura road was closed early in April, 1900, it was replaced by thl! 
work on the Rasoi tank. Similarly, when the Chirgaon-Baghera road wa,s 
completed in March, fresh work was undertaken at the Barwai tank. All these 
works are now closed, the Barwai taQk on 21st July, the remaining works by 
orders issued on the 27th July. 

The adequate rain which had fallen throughout the district rendered it 
, unnecessary to keep the works open. Before the works were closed, it was 
noticed that the workpeople were mostly women and children 'of villages 
adjoining the works.' The men who were employed in digging had gone off tp 
field work. 

From the opening to the closing of the works Rs. 60,000 in round numbers 
had been expended. The works carried out meamred 1,095,482 cubic feet, the 
incidence of cost being Rs. 8 per 1,000 cubic feet. The total number of units 
employed was 480,067; of these 129,750 were men, 231,041 women, and 
119,270 children. The incidence per unit per diem amounted to 2 annas. 

• This incidence appears high, but it must be remembered that the works were 
carried, out on, the scarcity system, which excludes the minimum wage, and 
makes no provision for dependants. Tasks were laid down preventing the 
labourers from earning more than the ration prescribed by the Code for class and 
sex. The amount earned per diem per labourer was II pies, the remaining 
13 pies representing the cost of the establishment, equipment, tools and plant. 
The proportionate cost of establishment was high, but, thongh the establishment 
was reduced to a minimum strength after the numbers on relief showed no 
tendency to increase, it was still sufficient to have controlled six times as many 
labourer. as attended on the works. Though five works were open, yet the 
maximum number never exceeded 3,300 labourers on anyone day. The cost 
of the works, Rs. 8 per 1,000 cubic feet, is high, but not so high as it appears, , 
and not more than double the ordinary rate. The works were carried on in 
localities where the extreme hardness of the ground and in some cases the long 
lead made Rs. 4 per 1,000 cubic feet an ordinary rate. ' 

There were no deaths from starvation, nor was there any kitchen establish· 
ment in connection with the works. In a few cases only were signs of emaciation 
visible among the labourers. 

To supplement the relief afforded on works by the Public Works Depart. 
ment, village relief was started towards the end of Ja.nuary, 19UO, a.nd four 
circles were formed, worked under the direct supervision of the pargana officers. 
Three of these circles were under the charge of naib tahsildars ; the fourth was 
under the charge of the tahsil dar of Moth. 
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Initial lists of persons requiring relief were preparod' by patlOaria, these 
lists being subsequently thoroughly checked. Payment to distressed persolls I 

was made daily by the lambardars, the latter receiving advances every 
,ten days. 

Immediately prior to the closure of the works, there were 869 persons in 
receipt of village relief. . Since the closure of these works, village relief has 
naturally expanded, the numbers rising to 1,200. The numbers of persolls on 
village relief were swollen to a certain extent by the return from the Saugor 
District of persons who had left their homes in Lalitpur, attracted by the easier 
work and higher' scale of wages in force in the Saugor District. While wages 
were on a 1i1-ser per rupee basis, and tasks were 1UO cubic feet in Jhansi, the 
corresponding rates in Saugor are understood to have been 11 sers and 
80 cubic feet. Some 1,700 persons were brought back from Saugor to 
Lalitpur ; the majority of them were employed on works in the Jhansi District, 
and about 100 brought on to village relief. 

In His Honour's opinion it will be necessary to maintain village relief until 
the 15th September, when the lists should be closed, 15 days' rations being 
given to persons whose names are then on the lists. 

To supplement the assistance a1I'orded by relief works and village relief, 
poorhouses were established in Jhansi in November, 1899, and in Mahroni in 
January, 1900. Prior to the closure of the works the poorho1,1ses had 
350 inmates, the number at the Jhansi' poorhouse being swelled by immi
grants from Gwalior, who, though once sent back to their homes, found their 
way back to the Jhansi poorhouse. In His Honour's opinion it will be 
necessary to keep these poorhouses open until after the closure of village relief. 

In a<lditioll to the direct relief affor~ed by Government, some large works 
-tanks, brmdhs, and wells-. were undertaken by landlords, who borrowed 
Rs. 6,OUO from Government for the purpose, and spent about 50 per cent. in 
addition. Seventy-five per cent. of the advances made by Govern.ment will be 
recovered from the landlords. These works gaye employment to a considerable 
number of poor per~ons near their villages, and helped to meet a good deal of 
local distress. 

In the town of Lalitpur considerable railway works were. undertaken, 
which gave work to labourers at the time it was much n~eded. 

The only large towns in the Jhansi District are Jhansi itself and Mau 
Ranipur. In these local subscriptions were raised to meet the requirements of 
varda nashin women. A grant of Rs. 1,000 was made from the Indian Famine 
Charitable Relief Fund, and was supplemented by local subscriptions. The 
Fund made in all a donation of Its. 25,000 to the district; Rs. 22,000 is being 
expended in purchasing cattle and seed, Rs. 2,000 in purchasing clothes. 

In reyiewing the operations as a whole, the Lieutenant-Governor is of 
opinion that the relief was carefully and adequately administered, and that it 
was Bufficient. The circumstances were such that, if a firm control had not 
been exerciE;ed, abuses might easily have crept in. The Collector, Mr. Hope 
Simpson, and the Sub-Divi~ional Officer of Lalitpur, Mr. Silberrad, deserve the 
thanks of Government for their successful udministration. The Executive 
Engineer, Mr. Aikman, who was in May compelled by ill-health to go on leave, 
and the District Engineer, Mr. Ashton, have also worked carefully and well ; 
and their services call for very favourable r~cognition. Had the rains held off, 
it would have been necessary to formerly declare the district distressed. 
Fortunately opportune rain fell, and His Honour agrees with the local officers 
that further relief works are now unnecessary. 

In conclusion, the Lieutenant-Governor desires to acknowledge the 
Commis8ioner, Mr. Alexander's services in connection with these relief 
measures. Ever conscientious and painstaking, Mr. Alexander, was, however, 
at times disposeil to subordinate economical considerations to what he regarded 
as the dictates of humanity. But in the administration of famine relief the true 
interests of the people lie in the preservation of their habits of industry and 
self-reliance; and this all important requirement is far more likely to be found 
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in a policy of economy in the distribution of relief than in a policy of profusion. 
It is, of course, understood that the saving of human life is a postulate in 
all cases. 

A further memorandum will be recorded after the closure of all relief in 
September next. 

No. 157. 
REPORT FOR THE MONTH ENDING 2.'ITH AUGUST, 1900. 

JHANSI DISTRICT. 

The collection from prh'ate subscription during the month was 
Rs. 550-4-0. . Three hundred and fourty.four persons received charitable 
relief on Saturday, the 25th August 1900, in the Jhansi city. Two relief 
circles at Lalitpur and Mahroni are open, and two special naib tagsildars are in 
charge of them. One thousand and sixty-four persons were relieved 
gratuitously on Saturday. Two poorhouses are open: there were 130 inmates 
in Jhansi and 98 in Mahroni on Saturday. Physical condition of people good, 
but cholera was reported from Jhansi, Mau, Lalitpur, Bansi, and Talhehat 
parganas during the month. No deaths reported from starvation. Markets 
full. Import and export continue. Sowing is nearly finished, and weeding in 
progress. Crops germinated well. Barley and maize are being eaten in South 
Lalitpur, and the small millet ought to be ripe within ten days, and will 
certainly be so if a break, ~hich is now wanted, occurs. . 

No. 158 . 
. REPORT FOR THE MONTH ENDING 29TH SEPTEMBER, 1900. 

JHANSI DISTRICT. 

The collection from private subscription during the month was 
Rs. 196-4-0. Three hundred and forty-three persons were relieved charitably 
on' Saturday, the 29th September 1900, in the Jhansi city. The village relief 
of North Lalitpur was closed on the 31st August, 1900, and of South Lalitpur 
on the l.'ith September, i900. Two poorhouses are open: there were 91 
inmates in Jhansi and 25 in Mahroni on Saturday. Physical condition of 
people fair. Sporadic cholera was reported from .Thansi, Lalitpur, and Talbahat 
parganas, and fever generally. No deaths reported from starvation. Markets 
full. Import and export continue., Prospects excellent. Cutting of early 
millets and maize in progress.' 

No. 159. 

Letter from R. G. Hardy, Esq., C. S. I., Chief Secretary to the Government, 
North- Western Provinces and Oudh, to the Secretary to the Governme~t 01 
India, Department of Revenlte and Agriculture, No. 568, dated Naini Ta , 
the 5th Ocfliber, 1901. 

I am directed to state, for the information of the Governmp,nt of India, 
that as the monsoon shewed signs of closing prematurely, the Lieutenant
Governor early in September called for reports from Commissioners of Divisions 
by 25th Septemher on the agricultural situation. The reports were to be based 

10566 8L 



434 NORTH-WESTERN PROVINCES; 

on the assumption that no more rain would fall before-November and were to 
show the prospects of the Kharif harvest and of the Rabi sowings. 
Commissioners were also asked whether in any considerable tract of any district 
such failure as would necessitate relief measures was anticipated. 

2. Good rain fell during the last week of September, the effect of which 
was not fully known when the Commissioners sent in their reports. Further 
information was therefore called for regarding the Meerut and Agra Divisions, 
the Northern portions of the Rohilkhand Division, and the South of the 
Mir,'IJapur district, where the original reports indicated that some pressure was 
probable. The further reports received are, on the whole, of a re.assuring 
character. In the Meerut Division a ten anna kharif crop is anticipated -by the 
local officers: but in the Lieutenant-Governor's opinion it may be better. 
Taqavi may be needed for the rabi sowings, and in the low lying riverain tracts 
which have been injured by floods, and in the hilly country, suspensions and 
possibly remissions of revenue may· be necessary. - Further, in the Meerut 
Division as a whole the cultivators are a substantial body of men. In the 
Western parts of the Rohilkhand Division, the rain·fall has been inadequate and 
suspensions of revenue will be necessary. In Mirzapur, the prospects in which 
were not good, rain has fallen, and prospects have improved. It is only: in the 
Muttra district of the Agra Division that the pressure is likely to be of a nature 
to require assistance. This district, it will be remembered, suffered from short 
rainfall in 1900 also: but showed great powers of resis~nce to distress in that 
year. The construction of the Mat ~ranch Canal extension will give the 
necessary employment to persons seeking labour, and I am to say, that the 
project for this work, the cost pf which is estimated at nine lakhs, will shortly 
be submitted to the Government of India and steps have already been taken to 
start the earth·work whenever necessary. 

3. I am to add, that the Commissioners of Meerut, Agraand Rohilkhand 
are being called upon to submit reports, as required by article 24 of the Famine 
Code (Provisional Issue) in regard to the areas in their respective divisions, 
regarding which anxiety has been felt. A further communication will, if 
necessary, be submitted for the information of the Government of India. But 
the Lieutenant·Governor and Chief Commissioner is not himself apprehensive 
that difficulties of much magnitude will have to be encountered even in the 
areas of !east rainfall. 
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BEN GAL. 

FORECASTS AND REPORTS. 

No. 160. 
Letter from F. A. Slack, Esq., Offg. Secretary to the Govertlment of Bengal, 

Revenue Department, to the Secretary to lhe Government of India, Revenue 
and Agriculture Department, No. 214, Agriculture (Faml:ne), dated 
Calcutta, the 1i1th Janua'Nj, 1!l00. 

IN compliance with the orders contained in your letter No. 2-49-41F., of 
19th December, 1899, and in continuation of this Government's letter, No. 
951 T.-R., of 9th November, 1899, L am directed to submit, for the information 
of the Government of India, the following report on the agricultural situation, 
crop prospects, and famine relief requirements of Bengal. 

2. The Director of the Department of Land Records and Agriculture has 
recently issued his final estimates of the bhadoi and winter rice crops, copies of 
which are appended to this letter. TIley disclose no cause for anxiety save in 
the districts of the Chota Nagpur Division (exclusive of Manbhum) and in Puri, 
and Angul. The winter rice crop has been, in Bengal, excellent, and in Bihar 
fair; nnd though the bhadoi (rains) crop was poor in the latter province, yet 
any apprehensions have been rendered groundless by the good prospects of the 
rabi. 

3. The only portion of these provinces in which the spring crops are of 
vital importsnce is Bihar; and according to present reports there was abundant 
moisture at the time of sowing in October. ~ince then no rain has fallen; but 
though the effect of good rains within the first half of January would be very 
great, yet ther~ is reason to believe that even if they fail the outturn will be 
almost normal. According to present reports the ordinary crops are doing well, 
and the poppy has germinated lluccessfully. 

4. The possible famine relief requirements are therefore confined to the 
districts already excluded from the preceding remarks. These may now be 
considered separately. . 

In Puri the Director of Land Records has estimated the outturn of winter 
rice in the Sndar and Khurda suhdivisions nt 56 and 75 per cent. respectively; 
and if such a crop had been reaped in every thana or village, there would be no 
cause for apprehension. In isolated tracts, however, the produce has been very 
poor, and these are beinl(' carefully watched. One small test work, near the 
Chilka lake, is now open, and relief within very narrow local limits may be 
needed, but the Commissioner considers that no assistance from provincial 
funds will be needed in the current year beyond that already provided in the 
budget. 

The district of Angul has recently been visited by the Commissioner, who, 
after careful enquiries, has concluded that the winter rice crop in the Sadar 
subdivision will be 8 annas (or 50 per cent. in the new notation). He also 
expects that the.rabi crops will probably be fair (12 annae). No famine relief 
will therefore be required this year, though some help in the shape of takavi 
loans may be needed. It cannot yet be said whether relief will be neceij~ary 
after March, as much will. depend on the rabi and the mahua crop. In the 
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Khondmals, which are attached administratively to Angul,' though· separated' 
therefrom by the Native State of Bod, the Commissioner estimates 4 annas (or 
25 per cent.) as the utmost extent of the outturn. He also expects that the 
raM crops will fail. The population affected numbers, however, only 70,000 ; 
and even if relief measures become necessary. the probable expediture will be 
considerably under a lakh of rupees. But the question of relief will be very 
considerably affected by the outturn of the next mahlla crop, since the people 
even of .the better class regularly look to the jungles for three months' supply 
of food. Owing to the inaccessibility of the tract, and the absence of any large 
grain dealers, it may be necessary hereafter to grant loans for the importation 
of rice. 

In Chota Nagpur there is ground for hoping that in case a e;ood mahua 
crop is gathered, famine relief will not be necessary at all; and at any rate it 
will probably not be, required until next year. Unfortunately the absence of 
winter rains has harmed the rabi crop, which, tbough insignificant in the other 
districts, is of considerable importance in the isolate~ district of Palamau. 

5. It will be seen that all the affected tracts, with the exception of Puri, 
belong to the fringe of hilly country occupied by aboriginal or semi-aboriginal 
tribes, and affording supplies of jungle produce of considerable, though 
uncertain, value. The peculiarities of the inhabitants do not facilitate the 
application of rigid methods for testing the degree of scarcity, and ne<;essitate 
very careful watching. The Lieutenant-Governor is, however, able to promise 
that if it should unfortunately be necessary to give famine relief, that necessity 
will first be demonstrated by the fullest admissible tests. 

6. The expenditure already incurred has been confined to the cost of test 
works and a little relief to starving people in Puri. It has not been considerable, 
and has been met from local ·funds. 

In addition, as already reported to you, a ,sum of Re. 50,000 has been 
advanced from provincial funds to gram dealers in Palamau to enable them to 
import grain. The abundant winter harvest of Bengal has hitherto kept prices 
far below the range which obtained in the cold weather of 1896-97, and affords 
ground for hope that the resources of the local traders will not be now, as then, 
unduly strained. 

No remissions of Government land revenue are contemplated, though 
postponement of kists may perhaps be rendered necessary in the extensive 
Government estates of Angul, Khurda (in Puri), Kolhan (in Singhbhum), and 
Palamau. ' 

More than the usual liberality in the grant of loans under the Agriculturists 
Loans Act, both m the current and in the next year, will be exercised. The 
estimated expenditur& in the seven affected districts during the current year is 
about a lakh of rupees, and in 19uO-1901 it will amount to about two lakhs. 

In addition, the customary expenditure from district funds and the 
improvement funds at the disposal of' Government and Wards' estates will be 
undertaken. 

7. So far as at present advised, the Lieutenant-Governor hopes that the 
above described measures will be adequate to meet all requirements. But he 
desires to take advantage of the dispensation suggested m paragraph 3 of the 
letter of the Government of India, be~use in each of the, affected districts save 
Puri the value of the mahua crop and of jungle products, the prospects of which 
will be known in March, is very great, whilst in Puri heavy rains in October 
made it possible to sow large areas with rab'i and catch crops, the approximate 
effect of which it will be possible to estimate two months hence. A.ccordingly, 
shonld any important modification of the situation arise before March, it will be 
reported at once to the Government of India, and a further general report will 
be ·'11 hmitted in that month. 
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No. 161. 

Letter from F. A. Slack, Esq., Officiating Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
Revenue Department, to the Secretary to the Government of India, Rel'enue 
and A.qrieulture Department, No. 663T.-R., dated Darjeeling, the 31st 
Jfay, 1900. 

I am directed to submit, with reference to the Government of India's 
letter No. 1031F., dated the 21st May, 1900, the following report on the 
prospects of scarcity in this Province. In the last report, submitted in my 
letter No. 214, dated the l;)th January, 1900, it was stated that the possibility 
of distress requiring relief measures was confined to the Chota Nagpur Division 
(exclusive of Manbhum) and the districts of Puri and Angul (including the 
Kandhmals in the Orissa; Divisi~n. There has since been no change fvr the 
worse in other parts of the Province, though auxiety was felt for some time 
with regard to a portion of the Gobindpur sub-division of Manbhum, which was. 
visited by famine in 1896-97. But the price of common rice at Gobindpur has· 
been steady at 12 seers per rupee since the middle of January. The mahua has 
also been an average crop, and the mango about 85 per cent., ana with season· 
able showers of rain in almost every week since the latter end of April, all 
anxiety with regard to this tract has ceased. The following paragraphs deal 
with the districts mentioned in my letter of the 13th January. 

2. Puri.-In the district ofPuri scarcity was apprehended only in certain 
isolated tr'dcts in the neighbourhood of the Chilka Lake, covering an arp.a of 
120'7 square miles, with a population of 36,578 persons. The number of test 
works opened rose to six in the first half of April, two of which were, however, 
soon closed, one for want of labourers, and the other because it was too close to 

Date. 

"3rd May 

4th " 

Inch ... 

'75 

another work; whilst the numbers on the other test 
works were never large. The Commissioner inspected 
the doubtful areas at the end of April, and reported 
that the condition of the people was good, and that' 
there was no present apprehension llf distress. There' 
were also heavy showers of rain" on the 3rd and 4th· 
May, and as the rainy season was very near, orders' 

were issued on the 16th May to close all test works, and the distribution of the' 
trifling gratuitous relief which was being given. A final report on the measures 
taken, with a statement of eXpenditure, has been called for. The average price 
of . common rice in the interior of the district, according to a report of the 
Collector dated the 10th May, is 14 seers per rupee. 

3. Angul and the Kandhmals.-According to the note of the Agricultural 
Department on the outturn of the rabi crops of 1899-~900, published in the 
Supplement to the Calcutta Gazette of the 11th April last, the yield of the raM 
food crops in Angul and the Kandhmals taken together is 44 per cent., and of 
the ra/'i non-food crops 50 per cent. The outturn of mahua in Angul is esti
mated at about 36 per cent., and tbat of mango at about 42 per cent. Two 
test works were opened, but were not frequented. No deficiency of stocks 
has been reported, and the price of common rice in the interior is steady at 12 
seers per rupee. 

In the Kandhmals, as observed in this Government's letter of the 13th 
.January referred to, much depended on the mahu!/, which has happily yielded a 
10 per cent. crop. . Another crop of great importance to the inhabitants is' 
.turmeric, the outturn of which is estimated at from 50 to 62'5 per cent., and it 
is reported that it has been sold for higher prices than in ordinary years. 
AlthOl\gh, therefore, the retail price of common rice is high, being 9 seers per 
rupee, the genera.! conditions Ilre good, and rice is being 'freely imported from 
-Ganjam • 

. l'~e Superintendent of the Tributary Mahals, Ori~sa, -yisited Angul in the ' 
beglUUlng of May, and reported favourably on the SItuatIOn ; there has als~' 
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been a succession of seasonable showers of rain; accordingly orders were issued 
on the 22nd May discontinuing the submission of the half-monthly reports, and 
calling for a final report of the measures taken and the expenditure incurred. 
Relief in Angul and the Kandhmals will, in the ordinary course of events, now 
be confined to starving wanderers, of whom some may come from the Central 
Provinces. 

4. Singhbhum.-Of the doubtful districts in the Chota Nagpur Division, 
the prospects of Singhbhum are so far good. The outturn of the raM crops, 
although they are ins;gnificant in this district, is not bad, being 65 per cent. in 
the case of food crops, and 60 per cent. in that of non-food crops; while the 
eutturn of mf1.hua is said to be normal. It is also reported by the local officers 
that the fruit of the sdl tree, which is a wholesome and nourishing article of 
food, is procurable in large quantities. Prices are steady, common rice seIling 
from 10 to 16~ seers per rupee; and it is reported-that there, are large stocks of 
rice in the Dhalbhum pargana. Finally, there was general rain in both weeks 
of the first half of May, preceded by good showers in every week of April, and 
ploughing and sowing have commenced. ' 

5. Hazaribagh.-The relative importance and the .outturn of the principal 
crops and the prices of common rice, in the district of Hazaribagh, as well as 
in Ranchi and Palarnau, are shown in Statements I., 11., and III. hereto 
appended. The condition of the district as a whole has remained satisfactory, 
and the average district price of common rice during the fortnight ending the 
12th May was ll~ ~eers per rupee, as compared with 6 seers 14 chitaks at the 
same period of 1897. But some anxiety has been felt for thanas Simaria and 
Barkagon, where the outturn of the late winter rice crop was 50 and 25 per 
cent. respectively. The outturn of the mahua crop, which was damaged in this 
district as well as in Ranchi and Palamau by bad weather from January to 
March, is estimated for the whole district at from 8 to 10 annas (50 to 62'5 per 
cent.) ; but as regards the two thanas named above, which are thinly populated 
and possess many mahua trees, the local officeTs think that probably the people 
will have enough for their requirements. A test work was opened in the 
Barkagaon thana on the 2nd April, but no labourer attended. Two kitchens 
were started by the Deputy Commi8sioner, one in this thana and one in thana 
Simaria, for indigent residents, principally old women and children, who, in his 
opinion, were beginning to suffer frore the scarcity. As the abortive test work 
showed tb.at distress, if there was any, was not acute, the two kitchens have 
since been closed. Rain has fallen, and the latest weekly weather and crop 
telegram shows that fields are being ploughed for the early paddy crop in this 
district. 

6. Palamau.-As already telegraphed to the Government of India, famine 
has been declared in Mahuadanr, the south-eastern thana of this district, 
adjoining the district of Ranchi. The tract is hilly, and covers an area of 502 
square miles, with a population of 26,153, or .52 per square mile, the aboriginal 
element amounting to about half the total population. Trade in this tract ia 
limited, and communications are fur from being good. The late winter rice 
crop in the south of this thana was almo~t a complete failure, the Deputy Com
missioner being doubtful whether it reached 10 per cent. ; and the outturn of 
mah'la is reported to be 6 annas, or 37'5 per cent. , The mango crop is, 
however, good. Very little raM was sown, and the outturn has been bad. 

In the first fortnight of December last common rice was, contrary to the 
usua! custom, as dear, if not dearer, at Mahuadanr than elsewhere in the district, 
selling at 11 seers 4 chitaks a rupee. It fell considerably in the following fort
night, but again rose rapidly in the first half of January. II.l the second half of 
March, the price' quoted for Mahuadanr was 10 seers 2 chitaks, as compared with 
10 seers 11 chitaks in the previous fortnight. The price was stationary till the 
end of April, apparently on account of imports from the adjoining Tributary 
State of Jashpur ; when these stopped, the price rose to 6 seers 3 chitaks in the 
:first half of ~ay. Since the close of the fortnight it has fallen to 7 seers 14 
chitaks. The price of mahl4a in this thana rose from 33! seers to 27 seers in 
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the first half of April, the latter being about four times as high as the usual 
price at that time in ordinary years. In the second 
half of April it rose further to 23 seers 10 chitaks. 

,!~~,:'!'::t A test work was opened at Ma~uadanr on the 27th 
meleuni... of March, but was not at first well attended. The 

Week ending-

-------+---- numbers appear to have begun to rise in the second 
half of April, and the table in the margin shows 
the numbers in each week up to the second week 
of May. The Commissioner, Mr. Forbes, who 

7th April ... 

14th " 

21st " 

28th " 
5th May 

12th " 

I 

I , .,. I 
-! 
... , , 

43 

119 

1,219· 

9S1 

... i 1,091 

472· visited Mahundanr on the 16th March formed the 
opinion that the stocks of grain were deficient, and 
considered the labourers on a work opened by the 
Roman Catholic Missionaries to be nearly all dete
riorating from want of food. In accordance with 
the recommendation of the late Indian Famine 
Commission contained in paragraph 486 of their 
Report, a Deputy Collector was deputed in the 

• These include numbers on test 
works in thana Balumath. The local 
officers have not given sepa.rate 
figures for these two weeks. 

second half of April to make local enquiries into 
the state of stocks and the condition of the people. He searched many houses, 
and found the stocks nearly exhausted, and the people living largely on jungle 
products. Moreover, the local missionaries unanimously considered that famine 
was at hand. In view of the positive evidence of the acuteness of the distress, 
the aboriginal descent of a large portion uf the inhabitants, and the difficulties 
of communication, the Lieutenant-Governor, came to the conclusion that further 
delay in declaring famine would be unjustifiably rash. Accordingly that step 
has been taken, and the Commissioner has been authorised to organise the dis
tribution of gratuitous relief, and to open relief works at such rates for piece 
work as he may think fit, up to the !Daximum perQlitted by the Bengal Famine 
Code' of 1897. A copy of the instructions for calculating piece-work mtes is 
submitted 'for the information of Government. In addition, the sanction of the 
Government of India has been obtained to the grant of loans to the local dealers 
to import rice into the thana. It will be remembered that a loan of Rs. 50,000 
was advanced some months ago to the dealers at the district headquarters to 
import grain into, the district, and there is good reason for believing that a.large 
stock has been ac\!umulated since then, which should be available now for' 
import into Mahuadanr. 

With regard to two other thanas in this' district, viz., Balumath and 
Latihar, adjoining thana Mahuadanr, and to a certain extent similarly cirl:utu
stanced, anxiety is being felt at present, but before arriving at any definite 
conclusion, the Litmtenant-Governor is awaiting a further report from the local 
officers. 

The closing of work on the Barun-Daltonganj Railway at such a time is 
unfortunate. It is understood that the East Indian Railway Company are, 
about to take this step under instructions from the Government of India, 
because all the resources of that Government are required for the relief of 
fumine. Though the line does not pass through the affected thanas, the steady 
employment offered to labourers on it would sensibly relieve the pressure 

. throughout the district. . 

i. Ranchi.-The following table shows the thanas which have given 
cause for anxiety in the district of Ranchi, with the outturn of winter rice in 
each:- ' 

l ' Neme of Thaq .. Squ~les. Population. Outtum of 
Winter Rice. 

, 

Per Cent. 
Mandar ... ... ... 372 73,759 43'7 
Khunti • .,. ... . .. 559 96,508 43'7 
Karra ... . .. . .. 481 96,671 37-5 
Hassia ... ._. 282 47,470 50 
Lohardaga ... ... 510 107,756 25 
Sisei. ... . .. . .. 317 57,200 25 
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Name of Than&. Area. Population. Outtam of 
Square Mil ... Winter RIoe. 

Per cent. 
Toto ... ... ... 256 47,648 18'7 
Bishunpur ... ... 285 19,365 18'7 
Chainpur ... ... 436 38,176 25 
Palkote ... ... .. 574 67,177 43-7 
Ranchi ... ... . .. 672 177,604, 37'5 

-
Total ... ... 4,744 829;334 -

Winter rice being by far the most important crop in th\s district, the
failure of that crop early attracted attention to the affected thanas. But the 
harvests in the two previous years having been good, prices, though high, were 
not such as to excite apprehension until the latter half of January. In a letter
No. 546, dated the 28th January, a copy of which is herewith enclosed, instruc
tions were issued by this Government, drawing attention to the orders of the 
Government of India about the necessity of enforcing' a rigid test as far as 
possible, and prescribing a table of rates for piece-work based, as regards the
task to be done in order to earn a full day's wage, upon the tables of tasks 
prepared by Mr. Glass during the late famine; and as regards the ambunt of 
wage, on the cost of the maximum amount of food required by a "ll" class 
worker under the Bengal Famine 'Code of 1897. The remuneration on test 
works was based on the performance of a full ( normal) task, which is (according 
to Mr. Glass's tables) %rds of a famine task. The attendance for some time was 
not such as to point to the existence of any acute distress. The local ,officers 
urged that this was due to the disinclination of aborigines to labour at other 
than customary wages, and their preference to subsist on lazily obtained, though 
inadequate, jungle products, rather than proper food ea:rned at the cost of steady 
work. Towards the end of March, the Commissionet, after visiting" certain 
thana., reported that the supply of food-grains for sale in the ba.zaars was 

'deficient, and that people had actually begun to subsist entirely on jungle
products. In the succeeding month the numbers on the test works gradually 
increased; a.nd as the reports pf the local officers became more 'and more 
unsatisfactory, the Lieutenant-Governor directed in April that special local 
enquiries should be made by gazetted ,officers into the physical condition of the 
people, the existing stocks of food, and the extent to which jungle products 
were being used without a proper admixture of cereals. The results of these 
enquiries are shown in the table below:-

Tha.D&. 

1 

:Ma.nda.r .. 

Slanl .. 

Toto 

BJahuupur 

Ohainpur •. 

ltbUDti .. 

Xs.rra 

B .... I .. 

Bauoht ., 

Stooks. Duttom of Mn.bua. 
and Ma.nKo •. 

Condition of the 
People. 

• 
•. Exhau8ted; not Mabua 8 a.ona;s. Good 

enoU8'h tor seed. Mango almost total 
failure. 

.. Sumcient. eJ:cept to Mabua" to 10 sonas. Do. 
individual vtllage.'l, Mnngoa.einMa.oda.r. 
and eJ:oept tn the 
10Uth . 

•• Aim08t entirely OJ:- Mah Utl 8 tlDOa.8. Reduced. 
hausted,aod people Mango complete 
living on jungle fa.ilure. 
produots. 

4 

Rema.rks. 

6 

.. The entries in columns 2, 3 and 4 
. for MandarthllDo. refer speoia.lly 

to the Burmu outpost. In the 
other parts of tbis thana tbe' 
general conditions are better 
and tbere is 00 need for appre
hension at present. 

.. Ditto diUo .• Ditto ditto .. Do. 

.. Sedom defloienc-y.. Mabua.-, people esti- No e~tlon Dotieed. 
\ mate at 4 &.DnM. 

.• Run out .. Ma.hua fair, but the 
Police estimate 6 
QnOM. M.n.DK'o pro
miaes fw. 

Boolthy and in wood. 
condition.' according 
to Deputy Oollector 
Babu S. O. Sen. but 
according to Mr. 
Oorbett. Asal8ta.nt 
District Superinten
dont of Police. poor. ~ 

.. Mabua 8 to 8 anDQ.8. ShowlDa ligna of 'want 
Ma.n:lrO a.lmost a of food. 
oompleto fa,Uufe. 

No dlllreaa reported. 

_ • Deputy Oolleotor Babu KrJahna KoJ.l MukbarJI think." may be 8 UDal. Be !;loU-cod a few maJ1808I aD the treeI. .... 
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From further information furnished in tbe Commissioner's report for the 
first half of May, it appeared that the famine must now be declared in thanns 
Sislti, Chainpur Itnd Khunti ; and orders have been issued accordingly. This 
fact hits alre!l,dy been telegra.phed to the Government of Iudia, and the informa
tion required under section 29 (R) of the Bengal Famine Code will be furnished 
in a sub~equent report. With re,,0'8.rd to the other thanas, the Commissioner bas 
been directed to open additiollal test works, and the results of this proceeding 
are being awaited. In the meantime arrangements are being completed to 
ensure the opening of relief works on a sufficient scale, and the organization of 
an adequltte system of gratuitous relief. Taccavi loans are being liberally 
grnnted by touting gftZetted officers to enable the rice fields to be sown, and 
arrangements for tee supply of rice are being made by the advance of loans to 
local grain dealers to enftble them to import from the station. on the Bengal
N Il!!"pur I{ail way. 

There has been a successiou of seasonable showers, and cultivation is now 
going on, but owing to the ,very large emigration that took place last cold 
weather, it is said that the men left in the district are scarcely more than 
enough to carryon the requisite field work. If the rains are favourable, the 
next crop will be reaped about the middle of AUgURt. -

No. 162. 

Letter from F. A. Slack, E,'q Officiating Se,'retary to the Government' of 
Bengal, Revenue Department, to the Secretary to the Government of India, 
Revenue and A.oriculture Department, .Vo. 943-- T. R., dated Darjeeling. 
the 18th June, 1900. 

With reference to my telegram No. 647 T.-R., of 30th May, and No. 
!HOT.- R. of 8th June, 1900, I am directed to submit the following general, 
report prescribed by section 29 (8) of the Bengal Famine Code. Famine has 
been declared by this Government to exist in portions of the two districts 
of Ranchi and Palamau in the Chota Nagpur Division. These districts are 
coterminous and the affected tracts adjoin. The physical features are the same 
in eaoh. The country is rugged, hilly, sparsely populated, and ill-supplied 
with communications. The inhabitants include a very large proportion' of 
aboriginal or semi·hinduized castes, accustom"d to obtain Bome portion of their' 
food from the jungles, which are found in almost all the tracts now affected. 
In Ranchi the prosperity of the cultivators depends almost entirely on the
outturn of the winter rice crop; but in the portions of Palamau now affected, 
the autumn crops are the most important in the year. Mahua trees are very' 
abundant and ordinarily furnish a supply of food estimated to suffice for two
months. The outturn of the various crops in the years 1899 and 1900 for each 
of the affected thanas has been given in a table appended. 

The existlDg distress will, in the event of a normal mon~oon, probably 
continue till the middle of September, when the autumn crops will be reaped. 
Of these, an unusual quantity is said to have been sown this year in Ranchi, 
and so far the prospect~ of a good outturn are satisfactory. 

The districts are, as regards external communications, the most isolated in 
Bengal, the nearest railway being the Bengal-Nagpur line. The ordinary 
outlet of the Ranchi trade is Purulia, a station on that line 75 miles from 
Ranchi. Such trade as there is in the affected areas of l'alamau is mainly with 
the Tributary States, which lie between Palamau and Bilaspur in the Central 
ProvinceA. The organization' of the local grain tra:ie is very imperfect; and it 
has already been found necessary to supplement local resources in Palamau by 
B/I.Ilctioning the advance of Rs. 50,000 in loans to the dealers of Daltonganj to 
encoumge imports from outside the district, and Rs. 15,000 to the petty dealers 
in the affected tracts to enable them to bring grain into the local bftZaars. In 
Ranchi also the imperfections of communication cause gt"ellt variations in the 

10066 II[ 
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J:rjce, Qf,,~ic\l, a¢, Itpp~gh,tl;1e d~alers at th.e hendqu8fters statiuns are men of 
sub~tance, yet, they ~ave s4<1'"n little enterprise In, meeting the mlifassal 
demnnds, and cO!1sequently ,a sllllilar loan of Rs. l!i,OOO has been sanctioned for 
'the smallloeaI' traders in the famine area. It is hoped that these loans will not 
;60])': provide 0: supply of food fo~ the general population, but will also furnish a 
'stocK of seed-grain, to' purchase which liberal talcavi advances are being 
itistrihuted:' " , , 

: The):irst monthly report, required by section 29 (4) 9f the Beng-al FamiQIl 
,Code, is being independently submitted. ' 

No., 163. 

:Letter from F-, .A. Slrzclc, Esq_, O.lfg- Secretary'to the Government of Ben,qaJ., 
Revenue IJepartment, to the Secretary to the Governmeltt of India, Revenue 
and' A,qriculture IJepnrtment, No. ,944 T.-R., dated Darjeelin,q; the 
18th June, 1900. 

In continuation of my letter No. 663T.-R., dated the 31st May, 1900, 
relating to the prospects of scarcity in this Province, and in consequence of the 
declaration of the existence of mlPine by this Government, I am directed to 
8ubmit the following first monthly report required under section 29 (4) of the 
Bengal Famine Code,. This report contains famine statements A and B for the 
period (subsequent to the d,eclaration of famine) ending the 26th May, together 
with maps of the districts of Ranchiand Palamau showing the tract_ in which 
famine has been declared or is apprehended. 

2. Ranchi.-Dl1ring the two weeks ending the 26th May good rain fell 
in the district of Ranchi, the district average being 1'24 inches. The sowing 
of high lands was in progress, giving hopes of. an early autumn harvest, and 
the average district price of common rice fel! from 9 seers 1 chitak in the 
previous fortnight to 9 seers [) chitaks per rupee. The aggregate number of 
male units at piece-work rates on the test works also fell from 12,10:~ ~ the 
week ending 12th May to 11,642 in the week ending the 26th May. Thjs 

'improvement is, however, considered to be merely temporary and due solely 
'to the rain, which induced several 'large holders of grain to open their granaries 
and drew the people away from the works to their cultivation. A quick rise 
in prices is apprehended; partl:r owing to the demand for seed-grain. " 

As already' telegraphed to you, the Lieutenant-Governor has founc;I it 
'necessary to declare famine in three more thanas in this district, viz., l(arra, 
Toto, and Bishunpur, with an aggregate area of 1,022 square miles and a 
population of 163,684 persons. The reports of the local officers for the second 
half 0: May showed' that there was sharp distress, and that the people were 
living too exclusively on sag aDd jungle products. 

Palamau.-The famine area in this district is still confined to thana 

·Mahuadanr 

Balumath 

Latihar 

Price of 
Common Hioe 

in Week Ending 
26th May, 

S. Ch. 
8 7 

10 11 
9 0 

Mahuadanr. In thanas Balumath and Latihar 
the prices· of food-grains have not risen so 
high as in Mabuadanr. and no signs of emaci
ation have .yet been opserved by the .10\!HoI 
officers. The fall in the price of common rice 
in Mahuadanr from 7 seers 14 chitaks, ItS 
previously reported, to 8 seers 7chitaks is due 
apparently to the recommencement of exports 
from the Tributary States of Sirguja al1d 
Jashpur. Although orders declaring famine 
in thana Muhuadanr were issued on the 19th 
May, the local officers were not able to bring 
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the provisions of the Code into operntioll during the period under report, and 

'the three works previously opened were 

'W 'ek E d' ,Pie.. Daily Total 
: " e D. lPg. Work~ W&gea. 

1 

l11th ~Iay 

26th " 

I 2 

I 
::: f 

458 
705 

159 

192 

'. 
617' 

897' 

continued as test works. The aggregate 
numbers of male units employed in the second 
half of May are noted in the margin. l.~our 
test works were in progress in thana Balumath 
which gave employment to an aggregate 
number of 1,911 male units, during the week 
ending the 26th May. In th:ma Latihar there' 
were no regular test works, but 27 works" 
carried on from the Government Estate, 

Improvement Fund, were in progress, and 25- of them employed an 
aggregate number of 3,719 male units during 

• Figure. for two work. have not the same we"k. These works were paid for 
been received. . 1 

, at test rntes, but in order to complete them, 
before the rains a minimum rate of Re. 1-4-0 per 1,000 cubic,feet was paid in 
those cases in which the' rates according to the table were less than that 
sum. 

The B~run-Daltonganj Railway employed an average dailY' number or, 
4,973 persons during the week ending the 26th May, 1900. As stated in my, 
telegram No. 82.;T.-R., dated the' 9th instant, 85 per cent. of these are, 
local labourers. The closing of this work at such a time would therefore be; 
unfortunate. ' , , 

4. There has been, nQfurther development.in the s!tuation in the 
remaining districts of the Province which at one time caused some anxiety. 

, . , ' 

No. 164. 
Letter from F. A. Slack, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 

Revenue Department, to the Secretary to the Oovernment of India, 
Revenue and Agriculture iJepartment. No. '2468, dated the 18th July, 
1900. 

In continuation of this Government's letter No. 944-T. R., dated the.' 
18th June, 19UO, I am directed to submit the following famine report for the 
five weeks ending the 30th June, with Statements A and B. ' 

'The maps submitted with the last report need alteration in no respect. 
2. Ranchi~-There was a cyclonic storm with good rain i'n this district in' 

the week ending the 16th June. This was of great benefit to the bhadoi or" 
autumn crops, and steadied prices so that the average'district price of common: 
rice, which was 9 seers 5 chattaks per rupee in the second-half of June, has' 

Week Ending. 

2nd June 

9th " 
16th " 

No, 

risen only to 9 seers 1) chattaks. The numbers, 
employed on test and relief work have, however, 
continued to increase, the aggregate numbers of 
male units on piece work in the five weeks being 

r' 19,916 as noted in the margin. As reported in my letter 
No. 1140-T. R., dated the 29th June, 1900, the 
Lieutenant-Governor has found it necessary to 
declare famine in three more thanas of this district, 

27,2~9 

23,031 

33,954 viz., Lohardaga, Bassia and Palkote. The affected 
43,611 thanas are now nine in number, with an aggregate 

_______ ..l....__ area of 3,700 square miles and a population of 
577,9i1 persons, though the area in which relief 

not in every case extend to the whole of the thana, and 
are in reality confined to an area of about 2,300 square 

2i1rd " 
30th " 

- is needed does 
the operations 
miles. 

,3. Palamau.-The prospects in this district are similar to th~se of 
Ranchi. The bhadoi crops are fairly good, but more rain was wanted for them 
as well as for' the winter rice crop at the end of the period covered by the last 

IObti6 8M2 
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local report. Good rain has, however, fallen since then. Mahuadanr still 
continues to be the only thana in which famine has' heen declared; but the 

condition of thanas Latihar and Balumath is 

Week Ending. 

2nd .June 
9th " 
16th " 

23rd " 
30th " 

No, 

1,677 

1,109 

1,374 

1,186 

reported by the local officers to be bad, and it may 
perhaps be found necessary to introduce regular 
relief operations in them. The district average 

1,357 price of common rice h"s risen from 10 seers 
1~ chattaks in the second-balf of May to 9 ijeer8 
1 chattak in the second-half of June. In thana 
Mahuadanr the price of common rice ha~ again 
risen to 7 seers 14 cbattaks per rupee; but the 
attendance on' the relief works has not increased 
corre~pondingly. The aggregate numbers of 
male units on piece work in the five weeks under 

report a~e noted in .the margin. Test works are in progress in than as Balumath 
and Latihar, anc;1 In other thanas there are several works now being carried 
on from the Government Estates Improvement Fund. 

4. There has been no change for the worse in other districts. In 
Hazaribagh prices continue to harden slowly, and some beggars and children 
are being relieved at kitchens maintained from the local subscriptions to the 
Famine Charitable Relief Fund. Speaking generally. the relief at present 
required is being afforded adequately, and ,tbe prospects for the future have 
been brightened b.v the favourable nature of thfl monsoon. ' 

No. 165. 
Letter from F. A. Slack, Esq., Secr~tar!J to the Government of Bengal, 

Revenue Department, to the Secretary to the Government of India, 
Revenue and Agricultllre Department, No. 3,100 dared Calcutta, the 
20th August, 1900. 

In continuation of this Government's letter No. 2468-Agri., dated the 
18th July, 1900, I am directed to submit the following famine report for the 
four weeks ending the 28th July, 1900, together with Famine Statements A 
and B, and maps of the districts of Ranchi and Palamau showing the affected 
areas. 

2. Ranchi.-Although the prospects of the crops were satisfactory, prices 
continued to rise, the average district price of common rice at the end of the 
period under report being 8 seers H chattaks as against 9 seers ;~ chattaks at 
the end of June. The attendance on test and relief works also continued to 
rise up to the end of the. fir~t week of July. In the two following weeks 
there was some falling off, for the people had to cultivaUl their fields ; as this 
work is for the time being finished they are coming back, and the attendance, 
has again risen since the last week of July. The aggregate numbers of male-

units on piece-work in the four weeks under report 

Weekending 

7th July 
14th .. 

.. 

No. 
are noted in the margin. The Lieutenant
Governor has since the close of the month paid a 
visit to this district, reaching Ranchi on the 

49,112 evening of the 5th August and stopping there till 
48,576 the morning of the 9th' instant. He spent two 
39,447 days inspecting kitchens and relief works in the 
43,122 interior, and held a conference at the head-quarters 

town on the 8th, at which various matters relating 
to the famine were discussed with the officers 

named in the margin. Having regard to the filcts that the Gondli crop, the 
, . . only bhadoi (autumn) crop now being 

21st 

l!!lth "' 

Mr. J!orbe~, C.S.I., Comml,sBlOner. . harvested is not of mach importance and 
.. Bourdillon, C.S.I., Chief Secretary. ' b f ' bl 
.. Slacke, Revenue Secretary. thll~ an unusually la~ge num er 0 a. e-
.. Streatfield, Deputy Commissioner. bodied men have thiS year temporarily 

emigrated in :search of emplo)(ment leaving 
their families behind, the Lieutenant-Governor decided that the works a.na 
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kitchens should be kept open for the present until the main bhadoi harvest i8 
reaped or about the middle of September. The condition of the crops in the 
ground is excellent. 

3. Palamalt.-In this district the autumn crops are more important than 
in Ranchi, and their prospects are good. No new area. has been declared 
famine-stricken, but during a recent tour in this district: the Commissioner 
'came across many old men, women and children outside the famine area. (thana 
Mahuadanr) whom he judged to be in need of relief. He, therefore, directed 
kitchens to be opened for the relief of such persons in thanas Balumath, 
Latihar, Patan, Garhwa, Daltonganj and Ranb, although looking to the 
promising bhadoi crops, and the field labour afforded by the trausplantation of 
lowland paddy now in progress, he did not consider it necessary to raise the 
rates on the test-works in progTess in these thanas to those sanctioned for 

famine relief-works. The action of the .Com

7th July 

14th " 

21st " 

28th " 

No .. 

1,863 

1.465 

995 

1,184 

missioner has been approved by lhe Lieutenant
Governor. The district average price of common 
rice fell from !l seers, l chattak in the second-half 
of June to 9 seers, 6k chattaks in the second-half. 
of July. In thana Mahuadanr tbe price was 
stationary at 7 seers, 14 chattaks. The aggre
gate numbers of male units on piece-work in 
thana Mahuadanr were as noted in the margin, the 
corresponding numbers on the test-works in the 

other thanas being as follows :-

Week ending No. 

7th JUly ..• ... ... ... ... 8,906 

14th " ... ... . .. ... ... 4,960 

21st " 
... ... .. . ... . .. 3,724 

28th .. ... ... ... . .. . .. 5,373 
, 

, , 

4. As regards the rest of. the Province, there is some distress in the 
district of Angul, especially in the wilder parts of the Kandhmals subdivision, 
and gratuitous relief is being given to a few people unfit for work, labour being 
provided for others on ordinary works. Abundant rains have, however, now 
improved prospects. For the Province as a whole the rains have so far been 
eIlli1:tently suited to the autumn crops; but from many districts complaints are 
received that they have proved somewhat inadequate for the cultivation of thfl 
winter rice crop. So far, however, no actual cause for anxiety has arisen. 

No. 16~. 
Letter from F. A. Slack, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 

Revenue Department, to the Secretary to the Government of India, Revenue 
and Agriculture Department, No. 1677-T. R., dated Darieeling. the 
13th September, 1900 . 

. In continuation of this Government's letter No. 3100-Agri., dated the 
20th August, 1900, I am directed to submit the following famine report for 
the four weeks ending the 25th August, 1Sl00, together with famine state
ments A and B, and maps of the districts of Rnnchi and Palamau showing the 
affected areas. 

2. ~cinchi.-Prices began to fall from the first half of the period under 
report. At the end of that period the district average price of common rice 
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was 9 .eers&' chattaks per rupee, as compared with 8 seers 14 chattaks at the end 
of July. An excellent crop of gondli, an inferior kind of grain, has been reaped, 
and is selling nt from 16 to 25 seers per rupee. The numbers on the relief 
and test works, however, continued to rise, with the exception of a temporary 

£'111 in the week ending 11th August. The 

Weekending 

4th August 

llth " 
18th ,. 
26th 

" 

No. aggregate numbers of male units on piece work 
during the four weeks were as noted in the 
margin. A rise in the latter half of the month 

50,835 was expected with a falling off in the demand for 
field labour; and the Deputy Commissioner thinks 
that the numbers were swollen by labourers 

••• I 70.7.16 returning to their homes from work in Eastern 

45,187 
53.216 

I Bengal. Raving regard to the good raiufull, the 
-------"--- consequent excellent prospects of the .crops, and 
the considerable difference in prices amounting to nearly 3 seers, between the 
present year and 18f17, the Lieutenant-Governor passed orders, before the end 
of August, that all test works in the less affected thanas of Ranchi, M.andar and 
Kochdega, and those relief works in other thanas on which the average daily 
attendance did not exceed 50, should be closed on the iilst of the month, and 
that the remaining relief works, together with all Government gratuitous relief, 
should be stopped by the 15th September, when the autumn harvest would 
afford an ample supply of food for present needs. In order to check any 
tendency amongst the people to resort to the Government works unnecessarily, 
the rates for piece work on the relief works kept open after the 31st August 
have been reduced to test rates from. the 1st September. To meet exceptiorwl 
cases, the Commissioner has been authorised to continue gratuitous relief from 
the Charitable Relief Fund, beyond the 15th September, at such places and in 
such forms as he may think necessary. -

Palamau.-As in Ranchi, the prospects of the crops are excellent, the 
Mado; turning out a bumper crop, but the average district prices showed a 
slight tendency to rise in the second half of the month. The average price of 
common rice at the end of the period was 9 seers .5 chattaks, as compared with 
9 seers 6! chattaks in the second half of July. This is attributed by the local 
officers to the geueral depletion of stocks and the great difficulties in the way of 
transport during the rains, in the interior of the district. In thana M.ahuadanr 

where famine was declared, the price of common. 

Week eliding 

4th August 

11th 

18th 
" 
,. 

... I 
! ... ; 

! 

Xo. rice, which was 7 seers 14 chattaks at the end of 
July, fell to 10 seers 2 chattaks in the first half, 
and again to It seers 13 chattaks in the second 

1,352 half of the period under report. The numbers 
538 on relief works in the thana rose slightly in the 
:180 week ending the 4th August, but have since fullen 
60 rapidly, the aggregate numbers of male units on 

piece work during the four weeks being as noted 
in the margin. The corresponding numbers on 

the test works in other thanas were as follows :-

25th " 

Weekending ~o. 

4th August '" 
, 4,903 

11th 
" 

3,6111 

18th 
" 

4,024 

25th 
" 

2,507 

AU relief and test works in this district were closed on the 31st August. 
Per.ons who still need employment will find it on ~in works which are 
being continued as ordinary works at the expense of the District Board or from 
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the Government Estates Improvement Fund. Orders Wjlre issued at the end of 
August to close, all gratuitous relief from 'the ,Government famipe .allotIlll\llfl 
not later than the 8th September, it being left open to the local officers tq 
continue relief. in kitchens or otherwise from the Charitable Funds hevona. 
that date. -

4. As regards the remainder of the Province, there has been general ana 
copious rain iu Angul and the Khondmals, and the prospects of the crops are 
goods; but a little gratuitous relief is still being given. The rainfall in some 
other portions of the Province has been unfavourable in amount or distribution 
to the winter crop, but there i, yet no reason to expect distress. 

No. 167. 
Letter from F. A. Slack, Esq. Secretary to the Government ~l Bengal, Reve. 11".6 

Department, to the Secretary to the Gonernment of India, Revenue and 
Agricultural Depart:ment, No. 2183 T.-R., dated Darjeeling, the 23r.d 
October, 1900. 

WITH reference to the Government of India's letter,.No. 1~69 F.," dated the 
tnd October, 1900, I am directed to submit the following famine report for the 
month of September, 1900, together with famine statements A and B for the 
district of Ranchi. No such statements have been furnished for the district of 
Palamau, where relief and test works were closed on the 31st of August last. 

2. Ranehi.-The rainfall during the thrce weeks ending the 15th September 
left It slight deficiency as compared with the average, hut it· was more than 
made up by constant rain from the 16th to the 24th idem, in which period over 
10 inches feU throughont the district. It is reported that,with the exception 
of some slight damage to the urid crop, which is not of much importance, and 
to the ripening upland rice, the autumn crops have been full average ones, and 
that the recent rain has likewise ensured a full average outturn of the lowland 
rice. Prices have in consequence mUen considerably, the distriot average price 
at common rice being 11 seers 4~ Chitaks as compared with 9 seers 6 Chitaks 
per rupee at the end of Augu.t. The aggregate numbers of male units on 

Week ending 

1st September 

8th " 
15th 

pieee·work during the three weeks were as noted 

No. 
in the margin. As stated in paragraph 2 of my 
letter No. 16i7 T.-R., dated the 13th September, 
1900, the piece-work rates were reduced to test 

62.754 rates from the 1st September. The Deputy Com-
38,265 missioner thinks that the reason whv the numbers 

I 51,262 stilI kept up is that the people I{,. ving become 
accustomed to the reduced rates were doubtless 
glad to earn a fair money wage in the tilDe which 

they could spare from their fields. All works were stopped from the 15th 
September. From the same date all gratuitous relief lit Goyernment expense 
also ceased. A sum of Rs. 1,500 out of the' allotment made from the Indian 
Famine Charitable Relief Fund was placed in the hands of the District 
Charitable Relief Committee for distribution to the 1ll0~t indigent amongst the 
recipients then remaining on the lists. 

3. T'alamau.-This district too has had good rain during the period 
nnder report, and also subsequently, and a good winter rice crop is practically 
ensured, while the autumn crops are giving a full or nearly a full normal 
onttilrn. Prices everywhere have improved considerably, the qistrict average 
price of common rice beinl;\' I 0 seers 6~ chitaks as against B seers 5 chitaks per 
rupee in the second hRIf of August. That of IndilLn corn has fallen from 

• Stating tbat monthly famine reports may be discontinued after that for September • 

• 
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10 seers Ui chitaks to 26 seers 3 chitaks, and of marua (eleusine corocana) 
from 11 seers 15I chitaks to 19 seers 3i chitaks per rupee. All reliefand test 
works at Government expense were closed on the 31st August. Some of the 
former were continued by the District Board up to the 11th September, when 
all of them were closed owing to the non-attendance of labourers. Of the test 
works, those in thana Latehar are being maintained from the Government ERtate 
Improvement Fund, and those at Garhwa, Patan and Chandwa by the District 
Board. Government gratuitous relief, which was confined to kitchens in this 
district, ceased after the 7th September. Some of the kitchens were maintained 
by the Charitable Relief Fund Committee up to the 15th September. 

4. There has been general and copious rain in Angul and the Khondmalil, 
and prospects have improved. The tenants took ~dvantage of the rains, and 
pushed on their agricultural operations vigorously. All gratuitous relief has 
been stopped in Angul, but as famine conditions have not yet 1isappeared 
from the Khondmals, and as it is apprehended th:1t they may continue till 
the coming rice harvest, which will be reaped in December next, it is proposed 
to keep open some relief works aud to grant gratuitous relief till then. 
These proposals are now unaer the cOnsideration of Government. Apart from 
loans and local funds; it is not expected that the total expenditure iu the 
Khondmals from Provincial revenues will exceed Rs. 10,000. 

. . 
5. As regards the rest of the Province, the rainfall has been general. 

and the prospects of the winter rice are good, except in the flooded tracts of the 
Burdwan, Orissa, aud Presidency Divisions, where loans will be required, for 
which an application to the Government of India will shortly be made. 
Special reports concerning the floods in the Burdwan and Presidency Divisions 
have already been separately submitted to the Government of India, and the 
Lieutenant-Governor has been assured that, so far, there is no cause of any 
serious apprehension for scarcity in those divisions. 
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CORRESPONDENCE REGARDING SCARCITY IN 

PARTS OF ASSAM. 

No. 168. 

Letter from 1/. J. Monahan, Esq., Secretary to the Chief Commissioner oj" 
Assam, to the Secretary to the {jovernment of India, Department oJ 
RelJenUe and Agriculture, No; 1217 .Jlisl:.-5705 G., dated Shillon.q, the 
24th .July, 1901. 

I AM directed to submit, for the information of the Government of lndia,. 
copies of the papers noted in the annexed list., regarding the sca1'City of food
grains now prevailing in parts of the Kamrup District, which is the result of a 
bad crop of sali (late tran"planted rice) in the past year, followed by a partial 
failure of the ahu (early rice) crop this year, owing to unfavourable distribution. 
of rainfall. 

2. The tracts affected comprise the Nalbari and Rangia tahsils, and parts 
of the Hajo, Patidarrang, Chaygaon, and Palasbari tahsils in the sadr sub
division of the district. In the south-western portion of the Nalbari tahsil, the 
scarcity has been somewhat acutely felt, being aggravated by defective com
munications, an old water-channel having been sjlted up by the earthquake of· 
1897. As usual, there is a tendency in some quarters to exaggerate the 
distress. and it is clear from the Deputy Commissiouer's reports that there is no 
ground for any apprehension of famine. Owing to the failure of crops, a 
considerable number of the raiyats, who usually consuml>. the rice which they 
grow themselves, are reduced to the necessity of buying rice at a high price, and 
the poorest class of people, especially those who have no land, and are unable to 
work, or have hitherto been dependent on the charity of neighbours or relatives, 
have fallen into a state of destitution and require relief. The number of these 
is, however, small. The people, as a whole, are well off, and there is no real 
distress among them. For the able-bodied there i~ no lack of employment,and 
some have already obtained work in larger numbers than usual on tea gardens 
in Upper Assain. Those who remain iIi the villages are generally unwilling to 
do any work, except in the immediate vicinity of their homes, and they are 
required to look after the cultivation of their own field~. 

3. In the circumstances, the Chief Commissioner considers that it would b~ 
useless to open relief works. He has sanctioned for the present the expenditure 
of a sum of Rs. 500 in gratuitous relief. and the Commissioner of the Assam 
Valley Districts is starting a public charitable subscription at Ganhati for the 
relief of cases of distress. A sum of Rs. 25,000 has been placed at the 
Commissioner's disposal for loans to Government tenants under the Agri
culturalists' Loans Act. Steps have been taken to improve communications 
and to encourage the importation of rice to places where scarcity prevails. The 
crop of ahu in the neighbouring sub-division of Barpeta has been a good une, 
and though the rainfi\ll in the sadr sub-division was somewhat deficient early in 
the season, ample rain has fallen within the last fortnig'ht, and there is no reason 
at present for apprehenuing a fllilure of this year's sali crop. The Chief 
Commissioner hus no doubt that by the cold weather the present scarcity will 
have passed away. . 

4. In the Nulburi tahsil, a considerable area of settled land has deteriorated 
owing to deposits of sand caused by the earthquake of 1897 and subsequent 
floods. The Chief Commissioner, in his Resolution No. 2869 R., dated th~ 
3rd June, 1898, directed a reduction of the assessment of such lands helrl on .. ", 
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periodic lease which had not been relinquished, hut it appears that effect was 
not given to these orders. The Chief Commissioner has now called for an 
,explanation of this neglect, and. has instructed the Commissioner to see that 
;.they are camea out at once,in a liberal spint, and with retrospective effect. 

Enclosure 1 in No. 16!l. 

Memorandum b.'! the Officiating Commissioner of the Assam V,dle.'! Districts, 
No. 1565L.R., dated Gauhati, the 26th JUlie, 1901. 

, C?P! of letter No. 10~1, dated the 18th June, 1901, from the Deputy 
-CommisSioner, Kamrup, With copy . of the enclosures, forwarded to the 
Secretary to the Chief Commissioner of Assam, for information. The Deputy 
-Commissioner of Kamrup has been ordered to visit Nalbari at OJ:lce and 
report. 

Letter from H. C. Barnes, Esq., I.C.S." o.rJiciatin,q Deputy Commissioner of 
/(amrup, to t~e Commissioner of the Assam Valley Districts, No. 10'61, 
dated Gauhati, the 18th June, 1901. 

I enclose a vernacular report- received from the police and a report '6f the 
tahsildar of Nalbari regarding the scarcitf1fdl1at' 

• Translated into English, ,part of the district, with the request that it may be 
forwarded to the Director, Department of Land 

Records and Agriculture, Assam, who has been making enquiries on the 
.subject. 

The report showR that very few pedple will turn but to \<voi-k, if wbrk is 
offered them, especially \<vomen. 1 propose to visit N nlblin Itnd see whether 
this report is or Janbt exaggeriited. I am. inclined to thipk that, if 'the people 
will not work, they canridt expeCt gratUitOus relief. 

Annexure I. 

Trimslation of a Report, dated the 6th JUile, 1901,~y Di'rJlifhbar 'Clil:J.kliriJ 
Laslcar, Head Constable, in charqe of the Nalbari Police 'Statidn In 
Kamrup. ' , " 

Owing to the failure of the sali and the ails crops last year within the 
jurisdiction of this station, there has been great ~carcity in almost every place 
here. Many people of this locality have gone II distance of 15 to 20 miles in 
order to purchase paddy or rice, but have had to return disappoillted. Even 
those who have padd;r: ana riCe have stopped selling them, apprehending a 
failure of crop in future. 

Being unable to purchase paddy 'or rice, some people are living on boiled 
khesari dal, pumpkins, &c., while others have a meal but once in one or tw'J days, 
and thus life almost on the verge of death, it is with great difficulty that they 
.are' keeping themlrelves alive. 

It has been found'b)1enquiry thlita Mllliarri:madan, Bihu Shekhl , of ~iIlage 
Bon~on, in mauza Pakoa, within the jurisdiction of this station, quarrelled with 
his wife, Kone, and refused to maintain her. Kone failing to procure paddy or 
rice either by liegging or for money in the neighbouring villages, and with her' 
young dnugnter being unable to Emdure the panO's of hunger, committed ~uicide 
on the night of the 25th May by hanging. A beggar, named l';'ultl Pot, of 
village Dehur Kalakllchi in Ban!ljani mauza, having fallen ill, was unable to go 
out a~begging. His wife also failed ,to get anything by begging in the neigh
bouring villages. Kuhi Pot, being unable to endure the sight of' his starving 
family, as well as the cravings of his own hunger, committed suicide yesterday 
morning by hanging. 
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The rice·sellers of this locality, both natives and Marwaris, have formed 
a clique, a~d are now selling at Rs. 4·8, Rs. 4.12, and Rs. 5 a, m,a~n~, t~~ 
very rice which they purchased at Rs. :?:4, Rs. ~.8, and ~s. 2; 10, resp~~:v~Iy,. 
Even these rates they enhance on many occasIOns, saymg that there IS np· 
rice.' The poor people beina" nnable to purchase sufficient' rice "at "a 1iigh 
price, are living with great' difficnlty on gourds; pumpkins, 'khe~ar('dal, &c;, 
mixed and boiled with a small quantity of rice. Some people are compelled to 
be satisfied with one meal every two or three days. I submit thi~ report f~r' 
information. 

Annexure II. 

Report, dated the 15th JUlie, 1901, by Babu Ballga Chandra Chaudhuril 
" Tahsildar 0/ Naibari. 

Reports about scarcity of rice have already been made by me. On receipt of 
this order, I have been again to manzas Pakoa and Dharmapur, and have fonnd 
that the scarcity is being felt more and more day by day. It is worse than 
what I saw last time, about 2! months ago. Very few people have paddy in 
stock, but none to large extent. Those who ha'\"e some have reserved the same 
for their own consnmption. Owing to want of rain. the ahu crop has proved 

'almost a failure, and the, people have, therefore, been o'\"ertakE.n by a panic 
of famine. In fact, it seeins to me that hard days are coming. At present 
no paddy can be had for pnrchase within the jurisdiction of this tahsil, not 
even within a short distance in the neighbouring tahsils. People are some
times seen to get paddy from a distance of 15 to 20 miles, after a jonrney 
of 2 or 3 days in different villages of Boroma an i Tambnlpore tahsils, and that 
even at 6 or 7 dons a rupee. Sometimes people are seen to come back 
disappointed. At Nalbari and Morowa hats coarse rice is being sold at Rs. 4-8. 
to Re. 5 a maund. . .' . "---'.' 

People in the interior are really in distress. Many are living on half" 
meal and many on one meal after a day or two, and many on boiled pumpkin,. 
plantain, and vegetables, &c., the conseqnence being that many are seen 
to hilve been rednced to skeleton. I visited about ten villages, and fonnd' 
about 100 people (including women and children) reduced to skeleton owing
to starvation, and many of them shed tears at my appearance, as if 1 had been 
there for their relief, but in vain. The next day about 2,000 people gathered in 
my camp, asking for help, and amongst them about 50 were seen to have been 
reduced to skeleton owing to starvation, and on enquiry, found them to be in 
utterly helpless condition, having no means to secure rice in any way. Some
of them, the 'womell, shed tears when called on before me. In the evening, 
when all dispersed, about 20 women and children did not go until some rice was 
distributed to them at about 8 o'clock in the night. 

The number of people who are really poverty-stricken and are in need, of 
help would be, I think, about 25,000, and the rest are still in a position to 
tide over the difficulty some way or other. But the prospect of ahu crop being 
worse, I am afraid the number of the former would day by day increa"e. 
Though the condition of the people is such, still, I think, very few would come 
to relief work to, a distant place, leaving their wives and children behind" 
but if any work is started in the locality, about 500 might come. The women 
won't come at all, even if they die of starvation. The number who are in great 
need of help. now, consisting mostly of women and cl!ildren, will be about 400 
(I mean those who have been reduced to skeleton), and gratuitous relief is 
needed for them. 

The cases 0: suicide under report were, however, not owing to starvation 
as reported by the police, but owing to other reasons, which will be reported on 
separately, if' necessary. The police has been mistaken and misled by 
the people on this point. The scarcity has become so impressive in the 
minds of the people that any kind of death now.a-days is attributed by 
them to starvation. While enquidng into these cases, rUDlour came that another 
case of suicide hilS occurred at Belsor in mauza Dharmapur owing to' 
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. starvation. I hurried on to the place, and on enquiry, found that the deceased 
was a woman of about 20 years of age, was of healthy constitution-husband 
gone to Upper Assam to serve since two years past, but used to send money for 
her expenses-had nobody else in the house to look at her movements, used to 
go wherever she liked freely, h.a~ gold .~r.rings, and other few ornaments, 

. had been, on the day of commIttmg SUICIde to her maternal uncle's house, 
where she took her food and was seen delightful, also hrought some rice 
to her home. Entering into her house, found that her bed consisted of a 
planked bed-stead, a clean bed-shef't with some cloths under, two new pillows 
and a curtain, also a batta for betel-nut close by. In short, no sign of poverty 
was found in the houRe. It also appeared that she cooked in the house in the 
night. The ornaments are, however, missing. Under the circumstances there 
is uo doubt that she committed suicide owing to other reasons not revealed yet, 
but surely not for starvation, but still the people would say when asked, that 

,she died of starvation. 

Enclosure 2 in No. 168. 

Telegram from the Secretary to Chiej Commis.sioner of Assam" to the 
Deputy Commissioner, Kamrup, No. 4767G., dated Shillon,g, the 
27th June, 1901. 

Chief Commissioner desires to learn as soon as possible result of your 
,enquiry into alleged distress in Nall)ari tahsil. Please submit report direct to 
this office, sending copy to Commissioner. 

Enclosure 3 in No. 168. 

Letter jrom H. C. Barnes, Esq., O./ficiating Deputy Comn!1Ssioner oj Kamrup, 
to the Secl'etary to the Chief Commissioner of Assam, dated Camp Nalbari, 
the 28th June, 1901. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt to·day of your telegram No. 
4767G., dated the 27th June. I am not in a position as yet to submit a 
eomplete report on the scarcity in Nalbari. I have submitted my diary at short 
intervals to the Commissioner, but the difficulty of getting about is a bar to 
minute investigations. 

2. I have travelled from Nalbari 8 miles dpwn the Hajo road to Madhupur, 
marked Manipur on the I-inch revenue map. I have also been to Bongaon, 
4 miles, on the abandoned road to Barpeta via Amoni. I propose to visit Amoni 
and Jagia. I have visited Pakoa, a collection of hamlets, Barnadi and Bhandali 
villages. The area affected by acute scarcity of rice includes Madhupur, half 
of Pakoa village, Barnadi, and, as I am told by the tahsildar, that portion of 
these mauzas to the south-west of a line drawn through :Madhupur, Pakos, and 
Barnadi and continued in a curve in a north-westerly direction, i.e., most of 
Pakoa and Dharmapur and Bahjani mauzas. This is the area where there is 
acute distress. I may as well define at once what I mean: those who can 
purchase rice have never been obliged to do so before: those who have nothing 
and used to exist on the charity of neighbours now find that they can get 
nothing by begging, and are consequently very hard up: the condition of the 
·ordinary raiyat shows that they lire underfed and are passing through a time of 
short rations. The general appearance of the people should strike anyone who 
has seen much of the Assamese raiyat. Consequently, there are cases where 
one find~ families (I am glad to say I have not found many, but I have found 
se\'eral) where women and children are distinctly famished. It is said that as 
one gets further away from Nalbari, things are worse: I shall verify this, 
if possible. 
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3. Excluding this tract, where .scarcity is badly felt, the rest of Nalbari 
·(i.e., Khata and part of Batasgila mauzas) and Rangia and parts of Patidarrang, 
;as well as parts of Palasbari and Chaygaon, are suffering from failure of crops. 
Reports from the south bank have not reached me, but on the north bank in 
these parts, a bad sali crop has been followed by an almost total failure of the 
.ahu crop, the result being that scarcity is prevalent, but on a very different 
. form to that seen in Pakoa and Dharmapur. In these places, the raiyats are 
fairly well off and will be able to meet the unfavour!lble season very well, unless 
'the sali rice fails also. 

In Bahjani, Pakoa and Dharmapur, there seems to have been a continuo\ls 
struggle, since the earthquake, against unfavourable circumstances. It was a 
particularly rich tract before: it is the reverse now. Colonel Maxwell, Com
missioner, Assam Valley .Districts, visited and reported on it in 1898. His 
recommendations were not accepted. 

The ordinary village population in the distressed area are, so far as I can 
3IIcertain, almost all on short commons of rice, i.e., a meal of rice, at one or 
more days' interval: the poorer are worse off. They are beginning to sell 

jewellery, pots, and cattle. The people who are worse off are-- -

(1) those who ordinarily subsisted by begging; 

(2) those who are bankrupt owing to causes other than .carcity of crops; 

(3) large families with few male members. 

I will submit a further report if I find that anything is to be added to the 
.above, but I may as well note here that the raiyats are extremely patient in 
their misfortunes. 

I offered work at the kheddahs at Beljuri for 100 men. Very few lmve 
~ome forward, as they say those who could be spared went to tea gardens and 
the rest cannot leave their houses and families. I believe this to be true. 

4. At the same time there is no famine. Nalbari in the scarcity 25 yeals 
.ago was supplied by importation of rice up the Barnadi, now completely silted 
up. :Many of the raiyats have money to buy rice, bllt the commonest sort sells 

.at Rs. 5 to Rs. 5-4 a mllund, because the only source of ~upply is via Rangia 
from Gauhati, and the Kayahsare not big enough here to import large 
-quantities. Moreover, they have tried to grind the raiyats, by keeping supplies 
low. At to-day's hat they reduced the price from Rs. ;, to Rs. 4-12 through 
fear, because I am here, althou~h 1 did not go to the hat. Ludicrous as this. 
may seem, it is the truth. -

5. 1 consider much of the distress due to short supply of good rice (most 
·of what is sold is old and bad) for those who wish to buy. Accordingly 1 have 
arrn.ngeo. to open within a few days the road between Bijlighat and Nalbari to 
-cart traffic, and it will be kept open free of ferry-tolls for the rest of the rains . 

. 1 have ordered this fRct to be announced in Gauhnti, and have asked the 
Subdivisional Officer, Goalpara, to announce it and to encourage traders to 

-come up with rice. . 

1 would have ordered 500 maunds from Gauhati and sold it at cost price 
(Rs. 4) at BijIighat in the next few days, only I am not sure of the desirability 

-of interfering with the ordinary fluctuations of trade. I shall do it at my own 
risk if rice does not come within ten days or a fortnight. Bijlighat is 9 miles 
from N albari and less from some parts of the affected area: and it has direct 
boot communication with Gauhsti and Gonlpara. 

6. 1 at one time thought that in certain cases gratuitous relief would be 
-called- for. I am now inclined to think that if supplies are poured in aud p .. i~es 
forced down (I am afraid they will not go below Us. 4 per maund), the relief of 

.absolute paupers may be left to private charity, as they are very scattered, two 
~r three in a village. At the same time, if the condition of absolutt: paupers 
. becomes worse and they become more numerous, something will have to be done. 
1 think it will be best to wait lind see what hanpens. If the Administration 

.approves of the import.'\tion of rice by officials, t should be glad of a telegram 
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to that effect. The.local Kayahs are men of no capital, and will not rise to th~ 
occasion. They import rice in driblets and keep the price high and the . 
quality loW'. 

7. I have found three or four cases of what I considered immediately 
prospective starvation, and them I relieved, and will look at again. But I 
consider such cases very rare, but what will happen before the next crop is a 
matter of speculation. The state of things will have to be carefully watched. 
Fortunately, Babu Banga Chandra Chaudhuri, the tahsildar of Nalbari, is a man 
on whom I can rely. He can be depended upon to report how things go and 
will not exaggerate the state of affairs. - . . 

8. I have the honour to state that I have no clerk here, and as I wish to
start for Amoni early to-morrow, am unaple to keep a copy of this report for
transmission to the Commissioner. I would, therefore, request that you would 
be good enough to send a copy to the Commissioner from your office, if you 
consider it desirable. In conclusion, I would ask you to excuse any deficiencies 
in this letter, which I have been obliged to write in a hurry. 

Enclosure 4 in No. 168. 

Letter from ·the Secretary to the Chief Commissioner of Assam to the Deputy
Commissioner of Kamrup, No. 1173 iJ1isc.-4974 G., dated Shillimg, the 
2nd July, 1901. 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated Camp 
Nalbari, the 28th June, 1901, submitting a report on the scarcity in parts of 
the N albari tahsil. 

2. In reply, I am to say that the Chief Commissioner awaits a further 
report from you on the completion of your enquiries. So far as your present 
report shows, it does not appear that there is any need for extensive measures of
relief, and there is no lack of employment for the people. It is probable, 
however, that many individual cases of destitution may be found in the areas 
affected, and you should continue to exercise vigilance with a view to taking 
prompt action in any cases in which gratuitous relief may be required. You 
should, however, be careful to avoid doing anything which might deter or-
discourage private charity. -

3. The Chief Commissioner approves of the action taken by you in 
opening the road to Bijlighat for cart traffic. The cost of this measure should 
be borne by the Gauhati Local Board. The importation of rice to the tracts 
where scarcity prevails should be encouraged by every means, and there can be 
little doubt that the merchants from Gauhati will come forward if they are 
appealed to and the facts of .the case are brought to their notice. The Chief 
Commissioner does not, however, consider it advisable that you should yourself 
purchase rice; and you should refrain from any attempt to regulate arbitrarily 
the price at which it is sold. I am to request that in your next report the 
result of the measures taken by you may be stated, and the position of BijIighat 
more particularly specified, the name of the river or channel on which it is 
situated being mentioned. 

4. I am to add that Mr. Cotton would be glad to receive further 
information regarding the alleged failure of the ahu crop, and of the extent to 
which land is being planted out for the sali harvest. 

Enclosure 5 in No. 168. 

Letter frvm H. C. Barnes, Esq., I.C.s., OlJiciatitl.q Deputy Commissioner of 
J(aTltr~I:' to tlie Secretar.'! to th~ Chief Commissioner of Assam. N.o. 1244, 
dated (jaullati, the 5th July, 1901. 

In reply to your letter, No. 1173 Misc.-4974 G., duted the 2nd July, 1901, 
111111 in continuation of my former report on the scarcity at Nalbari, I have thee 
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nonour to say that at Amoni the scarcity is not inore severely felt than in other 
parts of the tahsil, which 1 have described as not being acutely affected. In 
Jagra, on the other hand, it is. acutely felt, and I found instances of complete 
-destitution similar to those discovered at Madhupur. I ain causing enquiries to 
be made in Uttar Barkhetri mallia, Rajo tahsil, where I fear a similar state of 
things preTails. 

2. The area in which distress is severe includes the southern part of Pakoa 
(villages Jagra, Goalpara, Bongnon, Pakoa, Bornadi, and others) the scantily
populated flooded areas in Dharmapur and Pakoa, south and west of the villages 
named above, the southern portion of Bahjani mauza, nnd the northern part of 
Borkhetri in Rajo. I estiin~te the total number of cases of absolute destitution 

,as about.200; but, of course, there are many more cases of hardship. 

The difficulty in this eas~ is to find out and relieve cases of destitution. It 
will probably mean the transportation of rice to villa8:~s, as many of the people 

-<:ould not march to the tahsil office' to receive rice. want of proper roads will 
also be another difficulty. I understand that there is a possibility of 
subscriptions coming in from the people resident in Gauhati town, and if this 
proves to be the case, any measures adopted will be taken after consultation with 
a committee of subscribers. At present I proposp. to make a complete list of all 
hard cases and to leave it to the tahsildar to relieve them, keeping him supplied 
with a stock of rice for that purpose. 

I have explained to him that relief is only to be given in cases similar to . 
those seen by me while in his company. 

I also propose to take in hand the repairs of the road betwtJeh Nalb~riand 
Am6rii,in order 'to provideth~ people With 'a 'nieans of obt:1ining money for the 
purchase of rice. I 'am not sure that t\:J.e Lbclil Board wiII be able to afford this 

·cxpenditlrre, in 'Which case 'an 'application will be made to Government for a. 
J;htht for the purpcise. . 

, . 3. Bijlighat is a ferry on the Gauhati-Nalbari road, tind is nine miles from 
N albari on the Gauhati side, at the Chowlkhowa N adi. Boat traffic is possible 
between Gauhati and that place, and in floods bonts c~n get up to Xalbari by the 
new channel of the N oalladi, fornied since the earthquake. Boat transport is 

·dieaper than cart transport via Rangia. The Kayahs of Gauhati are said to 
lilive already aespatched consignments t>f rice for Nalbari; more doubtless will 
follow; none is expected frOln Goalp'arn. Some, I hear, is coming from Barpeta, 
".Jie~e the anu crop has blleh good. . I, therefore, expect a fall in the price, but 
rltiii'e except a teriiporn.ry reduction of 4 annas a maund had occurred up to the 
time I left N aI1:lari. 

. .4. The cause of the partial, and in some villages almost total, failure of 
the ahu crop is the drought at the beginning of the year, which killed the crop 

,01' stunted it so that it was overgrown with weeds; in the sandy mauzas, Pakoa, 
-east and north of Dharmapur, and south of Bahjani, the causes are the nature of 
the soil and want of rain. 

I saw large ~eas classed as first:CIass rupit land, on which anu h9(, been 
planted (the sand having made sali cultivation impossible, or where possible, 
pt~c!l.rious), and there was no probability of any crop resulting. owing to the 
poorness of the soil. I refer particularly to Bongaon, Panignon, Bihimipur, 
Bornadi, Pa;oa, and Jagra villages; .but the effect of want of rain on the anlt 

-crop is general throughout Nalbari, Rangia, and parts of Patidarrang . 

. As to sali, I saw some iery fine fields of seedlings, but the want of rain is. 
still felt, and if rain holds off for three weeks, the prospects of the crop will be 
much ajfected. At present ploughing and planting have been much retarded, and 
the preparation of land for further sowings has been interfered with. Should there 
be general deficiency of rainfall, there will be little prospect of even fair crops 
in the drier portions of the tahsil. But at present there is no reason to suppuse 
tluit the sali crops will be below the average, except in the sandy tracts. At 
present planting has hardly begun, and it is difficult to estimate the extent to 
which sali dhan will be planted this year, as so much depends on the weather. 
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5. I shllll be gilld of any expression of opinion by the Administration-_ 
concerning the method by which relief should be given, lind I hope to be
informed how much money will be made IIvailable. 

6. A copy of this letter has been sent to the Commissioner, Assam \' IIlley 
Districts, and the Director of Land Records, Assllm. 

Enclosure 6 in No. 168. 

Letter from the Secretary to the Chief Commissioner of Assam to the Officiating
Commissioner of the Assam Valley Districts, No. 1199- Misc.-.'i204 G •• 
dated Shillong, the 8th July, 1901. -

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 1623' L.R., 
dated the 3rd July, 1901, forwarding copies of letters, dated the 25th and 26th 
June, 1901, from the Officiating Deputy Commissioner, Kamrup, reporting the 
result of his enquiries with regard to the alleged distress owing to scarcity Ot 
food-grains in the Patidarrang, Rangia, and Nalbari tahsils, together with his 
tour diaries for the period from the 20th to the 26th June, 1901, and also Ot 
the Deputy Commissioner's tour diaries for the period from the 29th June to 
the 3rd July inclusive, forwarded with your memorandums, Nos. 16H L.R .. 
and 164t. L.R., dated the 4th July, 1901. 

2. In reply, I am to refer you to this office memorandum, No. 1173 
Misc.-4975 G., dated the 2nd July, 1901, forwarding a coPy of this office 
letter, No. 1173 Misc.-4974 G., dated the 2nd July, 1901, addressed to the
Deputy Commissioner, Kamrup, and of the Deputy Commissioner's report of 
the 28th June, to which it was a reply, and to say that the Chief Co=issioner 
sanctions the expenditure by the Deputy Commissioner of it sum not exceeding 
Rs. 500 on the gratuitous relief of persons who are in genuine distress and 
unable to work. It is unnecessary to emphasise the need of vigilance in this. 
direction, but the Chief Commissioner observes taat, in paragraph 6 of his 
report of the 28th June referred to above, Mr. Barnes expressed the opinion 
that gratuitous relief was not required lit present. 

3. As regards the proposal to start relief works, I 11m to say that the· 
Chief Commissioner is doubtful how far it would be advisable to take action in 
this direction now. It appears that a large number of raiyats have already gone 
to work on tea ·gardens, where, of course, there is a practically unlimited demand 
for labour, and that those who remain decline to do any work except near their 
homes. Probably these raiyats wish to remain at home so as to carryon their 
cultivation, and it is noticed that Mr. Bames remarks in his letter of the 25th 
June that if road work were offered to them, they would probably plough their 
land in the morning and then work on the road in the afternoon. Relief works, 
therefore, if started now, wonld only ~enefit a few people in the immediate 
vicinity, and in the present season of the year, would probably be a waste of 
money. By the cold weather, it may be hoped that the present scarcity will 
have passed, and, if it has not, it may be presumed that there will be ample· 
employment available, and that the raiyats will be more willing than they are 
now to leave their homes in search of work. I am, however, to invite attention 
to the approval accorded in paragraph 3 of this office letter above referred to, 
to the immediate opening for cart traffic of the road from Nalbari to Bijligha't. 

4. The Deputy Commissioner remarks in his diary of the 24th June that 
agricultural loans will be no relief-firstly, because the people most in want of 
money can give no security, and secondly, because any money given will be 
spent, not on their land, but in the purchase of rice. In this connection, I am 
to observe that though loans under the Agriculturists' Loans Act cannot be 
given where there is no security', the Chief Commissioner does not think there 
is any reason. why such loans should not be granted to raiyats who can furnish 
security to enable them to buy rice for the purpose of tiding over a period of· 
scarcity. One of the objects for which loans may be given under section 4 (1) 
of the Agriculturists' Loans Acts is the relief of distress, and Mr: Cotton thinks 
that it i~ certainly preferable that assistance should be granted to cultivators in. 
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this way, wherever possible, rather than in the eleemosynary and pauperlsmg 
form of relief works or gratuitous relief. It must be remembered that. the 
position of Government in making loans to its own tenants is on a somewhat 
different footing from the position 0' Government when it makes ordinary loans 
under the Act. More than ordinary liberality may, therefore, be shown, and the 
Chief Commissioner would approve of relaxing somewhat the rules limiting the 
amount of loans in cases where a loan is applied for by a body of Government 
cultivators on their joint and several security. An allotment of Rs. 25,000 has 
been sanctioned for loans to agriculturists in "your division during the current 
year. 

5. With reference to the statement in patagraph 4 of the Deputy Com
missioner's letter No. 1244, dated the .5th July, 1901, a copy of which has 
been forwarded to you, that he saw near Nalbari large areas classed as first·class 
rupit land, on which ahu had been planted, the sand having made sali culth-ation 
impossible, or where posAible, precarious, and to the rema.rks in his diaries of 
the 27th and 29th June, that in places it will be necessary, not only to reclassify 
villages, but to reclassify land in villages, and that it is to the interest of 
Government to keep the raiyats on the damage'] land, I am to say that 
Mr. Cotton is at a loss to understand why effect was not given long ere this to 
the orders contained in paragraph 7 of the Chief Commissioner'~. Resolution. 
No. 2869 R., dated the 3rd June, 1898, direcj;ing that in the districts of Kamrup 
and Nowgong, as wellaB in the Man!!'aldai subdivision of the Darrang district, 
the assessment of rupit land held under periodic lease at full rates, which were 
damaged by sand deposits resulting from the earthquake and floods of 1897, so 
as to be rendered unfit for the cultivation of transplanted rice, and which 
had not since been relinquished, should be reduced to faringati rates for 
the remainder. of the term of the current settlement. An explanation of the 
apparent disregard of these orders has already been called ~r in paragraph 4 of 
my letter, No.4 U.O.-I050 R., dated the 30th April, IHOl, and I am to 
request that it may be submitted without delay, and that you will instruct the 
Deputy Commissioner to lose no time in giving the widest publicity to the 
concession sanctioned by the Chief Commissioner, and to see that the reduction 
of classification of rupit lands which have becOl:ne covered with sand is carried 
out in a liberal spirit, wherever required, in accordance with the orders referred 
to. It would not surprise the Chief Commissioner to learn that some of' the 
distress now reported from North Kamrup is attributable to the neglect of the 

. local officers to comply with his clear instructions passed more than three years 
ago for the relief and assistance of the Government tenantry residing within the 
distressed . area. 

No. 169. 

Letter from R . .E. V. Arbuthnot, Esq., Under.Secretary to the Government' ~f' 
India, to the Chief Commissioner of Assam, No. 3172-126-2, dated 
Simla, the liith August, 1901. 

• I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Monahan's letter 
No. 217·Misc.-5705 G., dated 24th July, 1901, relating to the scarcity of 
food.gruins in parts of the Kamrup District. 

2. The Government of India agree with you that it would be useless to 
open relief works, and they approve of the action taken in granting loans with 
special liberality and some gratuitous relief. 1 am, however, to observe that 80 

long ns care is taken. to restrict gratuitous relief to the dependants of indigent 
\ fumilies, a larger sum than Us. bOO might perhaps be expended without undue 

liberality. 

so 
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No. 170. 
Letter from F. J. Monahan, Esq., the Secretary to the Chief Commissioner of 

Assam, to the Secretary to. the GOlJernment of India, Department of 
Revenue and AQriculture, No. 1446 Misc.-6340 G., dated Shiltong, the 
22nd August, 190!. 

rn continuation of this ·office letter No; 1217 Misc.~5705 G., dated the 

1. Letter, dated the 21st May, 1901, foom Babu Radha 
Nath Chaudhuri, Zamindar, President of a public 
meeting held at Balaganj in the 8ylhet District. 

2. Memorandum No. 913 Misc.--4221 G., dated the 
6th June, 1901, to the Deputy Commissioner, 8ylhet. 

3. Letter No. 990 Misc.-4292 G., dated the 8th June, 
1901, to t.he Deputy Commissioner, 8ylhet; 

4. Telegram, dated the 2nd July, 1901, from the 
8ecretary to the 8unamganj Hitasadhini Sabka. 

5. Memorandum No. 1191 Misc.-5038 G., dated the 
3rd July, 1901, to the Deputy Commissioner, 8ylhet. 

6. Letter, No. 673 G., dated the 2nd July, 1901, from 
the Deputy Commissioner, 8ylhet. 

7. Letter No. 1198 Misc.-5076 G., dated the 5th July, 
1901, to the Deputy Commissioner, 8ylhet. 

8. Letter No. 812 G., dated the 1st August, 1901, from· 
the Deputy Commissioner, 8ylhet. . 

9. Letter No. 857 G., dated the 9th August, 1901, from 
the Deputy Commissionel', 8ylhet, and enclosure. 

10. LeUer No. 1446 Misc.-6271 G., dated the 16th 
Angnst, 1901, to the Deputy 90mmissioner, 8ylhet. 

24th July, 1901, reporting 
on the scarcity of food-grains 
in the KamrupDistrict, I am 
directed to submit, for the 
information of the Govern
ment of India, copies of the 
papers noted in the margin, 
regarding the alleged dis
tress in parts of the Sylhet 
District.· 

2. The Chief Commis
sioner does not consider that 
the condition of affairs in the 
Sy Ihet District is sue)!. as to 
require special measures for 
the relief of distress. The 
Local Boards of the Karim
ganj, North Sylhet, Habiganj, 

and Srmamganj sub-Divisions, where scarcity is said to prevail, have allotted 
Rs. 200, Rs. 500, Rs. 2,000, and Rs. 5,000, respectively, for the gratuitous 
relief ot distress; an~ a sum of Rs. 5,000 has been placed at the disposal of the 
Deputy Commissioner for loans, under the Agriculturists' Loans Act, to the 
poortlr classes of cultivator~ who are not able to obtain loans from the money
lenders. The Chief Commissioner has no doubt that the Local Boards are in a. 
position to afford charitable relief 06. the moderate scale that may be found 
neceseary. 

3; In the Chief Commissioner'~ opinion no large rice.producing. tract like 
Sylhet can be brought to the verge of famine by the comparative failure of one 
season's crop, and it is sufficiently evident from the reports received that what
ever distress may prevail is due to high prices, and not to any absolute deficiency 
of food-supply. There may be a few forlorn widows and helpless people who 
are suffering, and for these charitable relief at a time of pressure like the present 
may well be necessary; but it is quite certain that for those who are able and 
willing tc work there is an ample demand for labour at reasonable rates, and for 
the purely beggar class, who would rather beg than work, it is sheer demoralisa
tion to offer them gratuitous charity when they ought to seek honest employ
ment. There has lately been ample rainfall in the Sunamganj sub-Division, 
the amount being in excess of the average, and there is every reason to expect 
that the coming harvest will be a bounteous one and that prices will soon fall. 
In the meantime, it must be remembered' that in an exporting district like 
Sylh€t high prices are not an unmixed evil, and are a source of prosperity to 
the producers. • 

4. The reports received from the Deputy Commissioner are of are-assuring 
nature, and his personal observations clearly refute the exaggerated accounts 
which had been submitted by his subordinates and have also found their way 
into the public press. 

Enclosure 1 in No. 170. 

Letter from Babu Radlla Nath Chaudhuri, Zamindar, Presid'ent of the Public 
Meeting held at Balaganj, Sylhet, on the 20th May, 1901, to the Honourable 
the rllief Commissioner of Assam, dated Balaganj, the 21st May, 190!. 

In forwarding herewith a copy of th~ proceedings of the meeting of the 
landholders and raiyats of Betrikool, Bo:\ljur, and ~akhipur 'Under the jurisdic-
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tion of the Balaganj pohce station in· the district of Sylhet, held on the 
20th instant, attended by nearly 2,000 people, I have the honour respectfully to 
·request that your honour will be so good as to order such measures to be. 
-adopted at lin early date as to your honol1r may seem 'meet for the alleviation of 
the imminent danger of famine that is staring your honour's loyal subjects in 
the face. 

. PBOCEEDINGl:I OF ·THE MEETING. 

. A'meeting of the raiyats of Betrikool, Boaljur, and Lakhipur was held in 
the Balaganj Middle English School at 2.30 p.m. through. the exertion of the 
Chsudhuri family of Bonljur, and under the patronage of Babu Radha Nath 
Chaudhuri, zamindar. Nearly 2,000 people were assembled there to witness 
the meeting, and the following respectable zamindar;; and mirasdars graced the 
meeting by their presence: . 

Babu Sasi Nath Chaudhuri 
Parsva Nath Chaudhuri 

" " Pmsanna KURlar Chaudhuri 
Gita Govinda Chaudhuri 

:: Narendm Nath Chaudhuri Zamindars.-
" .Tatindra Nath Chaudhuri 
" Satiudm Nath Chaudhuri . J 
" Radha Mohan Chaudhuri . 

" Kuloja Kanta Sen Purkaistha 
" Gopal Chandra Purkaistha 
" Krisna Kumar Purkaistha 
" Pyari Mohan Purkaistha .. 
" Kisori Mohan Purkaistha 

" 
Tarachand Sen Purkaistha 

" Surja Kumar Sen Chaudhuri 
" Ka~hi Nath Majumdar 

Braja Nath Datta. 

Mira.~dar8. 

Kali Kumar Purkaistha, zamindar. 
" Gauri Nath Sarma. 
" 
" 
" 
" 

Pyari Mohan Purkaistha, ]'[irasdar, Betrikool. 
Dinanath Sarma. 

Bahn Pmsanna Kumar Chaudhuri, as a representative of the assembly, 
requested Babu Radha Nath Chaudhuri, zamindar,. to accept the chair as 
President of the meeting, and he gladly did so. -. First Proposal. 

The circumstances of the raiyats of Betrikool, Boaljur, and Lakhipur are 
greatly regrettable. There is no other alterpative of their being relieved from 
BUC~ emer~ncies ~ut the kindn~ss of oU,r kind Government and the right-minded 
patriotS. 1'oor rnlyats are takmg' theIr meals once a day or two. They are 
already undone. Many of them have sold the seeds and the oxen to plough. 
Gold and silver ornaments are sold before. Scarcely any metallic pots with 
tqem to be sold. Further, they have also sold the betel-nut, etc., which they 
ke.pt for their own use. Now they are in helpless condition. Shopkeepers do 
not sell them anything on credit. 

Moreover, on account of no railway line up to date opened through 
Balaganj, we have ~ buy rice at .the rate of Rs. 5 per maund in place of Rs. 3. 
·Hardly any labou~ IS to be had m the parganas. In a word, they are beset 
with d,anger. Therefore, the Governmen:t and t~e. right-minded patriots should 
be asked help. : .. 

Proposed by-Kali Kumar Purkaistha,. zamindar. 

Seconded by-Sasi Nath Chsudhuri, zamindar. 

Accepted by all. 
10&66 
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SecO'TId Proposal. 

Request should be made to the Government to distribute paddy among the 
famine-stricken, or to lend them paddy until they have got rice enough to cover 
their wants. 

Proposed by-Muhammad Haphaz, zaigirdar. 

Seconded by-Narendra Nath Chaudhuri, zamirular. 

Accepted by all. 

Third Proposal. 

Sympathetic persons should be asked help through newspaper. 

Proposed by-Ram Gopal Sarma. 

Supported by-Parsva Nath Chaudhuri, zamindar. 

Accepted by all. " 

Fourth Proposal. 

Request should be made to the Government to lend money to persona 
possessing landed property;'holding their land as a security. ' 

Proposed by-Braja Nath Datta, mirasdar. 

Supported by-Kasi Nath Deb Majumdar, mirasdar. 

Accepted by all. 

Fifth Proposal'. 

Request should be mad~ to the Government to postpone the date fixed for 
t):J.e payment of the revenues up to the last day of the month of February next. 

Proposed by-Jatindra Nath Chaudhuri, zamindar. 

Seconded by-Kali Kumar Purkaistha, zamindar. 

Accepted by all. 

A copy of the proceedings of the meeting should be forwardp.d to the 
Honourable the Chief Commissioner, and the President should request His 
Honour to inform him anything concerning these proposals before the 
1st Juile, 1901 ; and also copies should be ~ent to the editors of "Bangabasi" 
and " Weekly Chronicle" for publication. 

Proposed by-Braja Nath Datta. 

Supported by-Kali Kumar Purkaistha. 

Accepted by all. 

The meeting was dissolved after a vote of thanks to the President. 

Enclosure 2 in 170. 

,Yemorandum by the Secretary to the Chief Commissioner of Assam, 
No. 913 Misc.-4221 G., dated Shillong, the 6th June, 1901. 

Copy of letter, dated 21St May, 1901, from Babu Radha Nath Chaudhuri, 
Preaident of the public meeting held at Balaganj on the 20th May, 1901, and 
encloaure, forwarued to the Deputy Commissioner, Sylhet, for favour of report 
and early return. 
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Enclosure 3 in No. 170. 

Letter from the Secretary to the Chief Commissior>er of Assam to the Deputy 
Commis8umer, Sylhet, No. 990.,lfisc.-4292-G.; dated Shillong, the 8th 
June, 1901. 

I am directed to invite your attention to the article headed "Distress in 
North Sylhet," that h1IS appeared in the "Weekly Chronicle," in its issue of the 
4th June, 1901, and to request that you will be good enough to submit an early 
report on the subject. . 

Extract from the "Weekly Chronicle" of Sylhet, dated the 4th June, 190L 

DISTRESS Ilf NORTH SYLHBT. 

In our last is.ue we referred to the meeting held at Balaganj to devise means for the 
relief of distress in the parganas Betrikool, Boaljur and Lakhipur. Information haa since 
reached us which shows that things have assullled alarming proportions. The parts moat 
affected would appear to be the long stretch of the couutry lying between the two rivers 
Surma and the Kusiara. The fact is probably not very apparent to the authorities, but those 
who know anything of the present state of things in the mofussil will admit that chronic 
poverty, coupled with the snccessive failure of two crops, has reduced the people to 
<txremities. The Sylhet Loan Office is daily besieged by a crowd for loans on seourities 
which would cover the amount of the loan three times over. A single mahajan at 
Balaganj is reported to have lent out at no moderate rate of interest considerable sums 
upon securities aggregating over Re. 25,000. On hdt days score. of people are found going 
about. with a silver ornament or a brass utensil to feed the starving mouths at home. 
Even people who have been mahajans themselves do now feel the pinch, and are secretly 
taking loans to quench the pangs of hunger. These are facts, and no exaggeration. 
Numbers of people are actually destitute. Many have flocked to the town, others are 
ailently undergoing sufferings beyond endurance. A very pathetic incident has lately 
occurred which shows how matters actually stand. A man of the village of Shah 
Shakendar, near Lataba,ar, has actually killed his daughter, about two or three years old, 
unable to meet her demands for food. The poor man is a day-labourer with his wife and 
two children to support. 'rhe family had been starving for a few days previous, when on 
'Thursday last about two o'clock he returned from his day's work and was resting himself 
on the handle of a tkro, thinking of his wretched condition. The unfortunate daughter 
raised a. cry for food. The poor man entirely lost himself, and in a fit of utter despaiJ.!" 
gave the child a cut with the dao across her neck, and forthwith applied it to his own 
neck. In this last, however, he was not successful, owing to the intervention of his wife. 
The village chaukidar gave information to the than.., and the man was brougltt before the 
magistrate, Babu J. B. Nag, before whom he made a clean breast of the whole thing. On. 
whom does the blood of the poor girl lie ? 

We understand applications are resching the Deputy Commissioner for help under 
the Loans Act, and that Mr. Lees has directed Babu Rajani Kanta Dastidar, Extra 
As.istant Commissinner, to make the riecessary enquiries. We are afraid, pending the 
inquiry, many souls will be relieved of the necessity for earthly help. The process is 
-extremely' dilatory, and renders the Act utterly useless for the present emergency. 
Cannot the Deputy Commission~r send one of the Extra Assistant Commissioners to 
the affected parts to ascertain if the present scarcity has come up to the "official type" ? 
There is a sort of blindneos about the Government_ It does not invariably see until 
almost too late. This. was lately demonstrated in the Central Provinces. 

Enclosure 4 in No. 170. 

Telegram from the Secretary to the Sunamganj Hitasadhini Sabka, to 
Secretary to the Chief Commissioner of A8sam, dated Sunamganj, 
2nd July, 1901. • 

the 
the 

Serious distress and scarcity reported from several quarters of Sunamganj 
.8ub-division, the Sabka pray the Honourable Chief Commissioner to help. 

Enclosure 5 in No. 170. 

Memora.dum by the Secretary to the Chief Commissioner of Assam, No. 1191 
Jlfisc.-5038 G., dated ShiIlong, the 3rd July, 1901. • . 

. . Telegram, dated the 2nd July, 1901, from the Secretary to the Sunamganj 
liifasadhini Sabha, forwarded to the Deputy Commissioner, Sylhet, for favour 
<If early report and return. 
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Enclosl,lre6 in No. 170. 

Letter from D. H. Le~G1 E81"' I..C.~., Deputy Commissioner, Sylhet, tq the 
. Secretary to the Chzef Commzsszoner of Assam, No. 673.G., dated Sylhet, 

the 2nd July, 1901. 

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your memorandum No. 913-
Misc.-4221·G., dated the 6th June, 1901, and letter No: 990.Misc.-4292.G., 
dated the 8th ideDl, and, in reply, beg to submit the following .report. 

Distress has been reported to exist in all the subdivisions of the district, 
except South Sylhet. Enquiries have been made by the Subdivisional Officers 
in Habiganj, Karimganj, and Sunamganj, and by Babus Jagat Bandhu Nag and 
Kishori ~10han Sen, the Inspectors of Police, and others in the sadr subdivision. 
The areas where distress prevails are-

North s'lIlhet.-Sadr. and Balaganj thanas, including Golabganj and 
Blswanath outposts. 

Habiganj.-Baniachong and Nabiganj thanas. 

Karimganj.-The north portion of the subdivision specially parganas 
Icchamati, Balaut, and the neighbouring parganas north 
of the Kusiara! 

Sunamganj.-Sunamganf and Chattak thanas and J~0'8nnathpur outpost. 

. The circumstances of the Sunamganj subdivision, dependant as it is largely 
op. the boro crop, are different from those of the other three subdivisions, with 
which I' will first deal. The distress in these subdivisions, is due to the pOOl' 
har-vest of late rice in 1900. The stocks of local rice are now exhausted 
throughout a great part of the district, and the people are compelled to buy 
imported Burma rice. Almost the whole. surplus stock of rice OT the bumpel' 
crop of 1899 was exported during 1900, despite the low prices then prevailing. 
There is undoubtedly real distress among the infirm and helpless. who are 
ordinarily dependent on charity, and among poor widows, who generally get a 
living by husking paddy. The reports received show that some people of this 
class were in actual want of food and required assistance, as they.could not 
expect help from the 1/iirasdars, who are themselves badly off. At my instance, 
the Local Boards of these three subdivisions have made provision for the relief 
of distress among this class of -people. I do not think that any further
measures are necessary, as the aUG crop, of which the prospects are very 
good, should allevi~te the distress by the end of' July. The reaping of the 
early aus has aleady begun. People of the day-labourer class may not be 
able to get their customary three meals a day. This is, however, a very 
different thing from star-vatioll. It was represented to me that men of this. 
class were willing to work but could not obtain work, and it was suggested 
that work should be provided for them. The Public Works Department 
overseer, however, informed me that the few Sylhetias who applied to him 
for work were unwilling to work on the conditions proposed. The Chair
man of the Municipality also informed me that it was difficult to get local 
labour for work such as drain cleaning. The managers of tea gardens cannot 
even now get loc~l labour. These facts are inconsistent with the existence of 
severe distress among this class of people. In Karimganj sub.division, the 
Chairman, Local Bourd, provided work on the roans. The aus harvest will 
soon give ample employment. Complaints of distress have mainly come from 
the mirasdars, who are foremost in clamouring for Government assistauce. It 
is matter of surprise that people, holding land under a permanent settlement 
subject only to the payment· of a low or nominal land revenue in a district 
where the conditions' are eminently fa\'ourabJe to their prosperity, should 
complail}- of distress after one deficient harvest, preceded, as it was, by a 
bumper harvest in 1899. Hundreds of applications for loans have been' 
received from mirasdars, and if it is once understood that loans are to be given,_ 
hundreds more will pour in. It is 'one .of the objects of the Agriculturists 
Loans Act to provide for the grant of loans for the relief of distress; but, to· 
quote from the Board of Revenue Manual, this Act is not intended to supersede 
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altogether the ordinary machinery of loans from mahajans, under which 
agricultural operations are carried on iIi this country. Its object is to enable 
the Government to step in and assist the more needy cultivators with loans on 
these occasions of unusual pressure, when the local mah~ians are unwilling to 
run extraordinary risks. The mirasdars can !rive security and can get loans 
from the local mahajans. It is obviously impolitic to encourage the prevalent 
idea that Government will freely give loans. I do not think that under present 
circumstances, when the aus crop is about to be harvested, it is necessary to 
grant lc;>ans. r do not, therefore, propose at this juncture to grant loans. The 
Balaganj mirasdars have requested the Chief Commissioner to postpone the 
date fixed for the payment of revenGe IIntil February next. I have received a 
petition praying for the adjournment of the next revenue sales until January 
next. Considering the extremely light incidence of the land rev,enue in the 
permanently. settled portions of this district, I do not think that there is any 
ground for granting these requests. 

The Subdi visional Officer of -Sunamganj has given an alarming account of 
the distress prevailing in his subdivision. He reports that the failure of the 
aman and boro crops has reduced the bulk of the population of Jagannathpur, 
Sunamganj, and Chatak to the verge of starvation, and that many are actually 
starving. He further reports that as in the greater part of the area above 
mentioned aus is-not grown, the condition of the people will become worse and 
worse until the aman crop is reaped. Owing to tbe absence of early rain this 
year, the boro crop is saili to have yielded an outturn varying from 3 to !:! annas. 
r am, however, at a loss to understand how such widespread distress as the 
Subdivisional Officer reports can exist so soon after the boro harvest. The 
Sunamganj Locat Board has provided a sum of Rs. 8,000 for the relief of 
distress, Rs. 2,000 for gratuitous relief, and Rs. 6,{JOO for loans to be given to 
raiyats uuable to furnish security. The Subdivisional Officer has requested me 
to move the Chief Commissioner to sanction a grant of Rs. 8,000 to be given in. 
loans to petty talukdars, who can give security. I cannot, however, make any 
recommendation on the point until I have made enquiries into the state of affairs 
in this subdivision. I am going to Jagannathpur this week, and will submit a 
further report as soon as possible. 

Enclosure 7 in No. HO. 

Letter from the Secretary to the Chief Commissioner of Assam to the Deputy 
Commissioner of .. ".vihet, No. 1198 Misc.-5076-G., dated Shillong, the 
5th July, .190l. 

With reference to your letter No. 673G., dated the 2nd- July, 1901, 
reporting on the sc.'1rcity in ;rour district, I am directed to say that the Chief 
Commissioner is glad to receive this repoN, which appears much to the point 
.and takes a sensible view of the <'ase. 

2. The Chief Commissioner is also glad to learn that the Local Boards of 
North Sylhet, Habiganj, and Karimganj have already made provision at your 
instance for the relief of the infirm and helpless: I am to request- that you will 
be good enough to report what amount has been allotted for this purpose by 
eM)!. of the Local Boards referred to. It appears from your report that in these 
three subdivisions no further measures of relief are required, and Mr. Cotton 
agrees with you in thinking that loans under the Agriculturists' Loans Act 
should not bE\ granted to persons who are in a position to obtain loans from 
mahajans on reasonable terms. The Chief Commissioner also agrees with you 
that no grounds have been shown for postponing the revenue kists or the dates 

. fixed for sales for arrears of revenue. Mr. Cotton awaits the further report 
promised by you on the state of affairs in the Sunamganj subdivision, and he 
trusts that it will be submitted at an early date. 

3. I am to request that you will be so good as -to' ·return the petition of the 
Balilganj mirasdars, which was forwarded to YOll with this office memorandum 
No. 913 Misc.-4221-G., dated the 6th June, 1901. 
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Enclosure 8 in No. 170. 

Letter from. D. H. Lees, Esq., LC.$., Deputy Commissioner of Sylhet, to the 
Secretary, to the Chief Commis.sioner at Assam, No. 812 a., dated Sylhett 
the 1st August, 190]. 

With reference to your letter No. 1198 Misc.-.5076 G., dated the 
5th July, 1901, I have the honour to say that the Lot:al Boards of North 
Sylhet, Karimganj, and Habiganj have allotted Rs. 500, Rs. 200, and Rs. 2,000, 
respectively, for the relief of distress. 

2. The petition of the Balaganj miroodars, Babu Radha Nath Chaudhuri 
and others, is herewith returned. 

Enclosure 9 in No. 110. 

Letter from D. H. Lw!, Esq., I.C.S., Deputy Commissioner of S.1Ilhet, to the 
Secretary to the Chief Commissioner of Assam, No. 851 G., dated Sylhett 
the 9th Auqust, 1901. . . 

In continuation of my letter No. 673 G., dated the 2nd July, ] 901, I have 
the 'honour to submit the following report on the distress in Sunamganj and 
other sub-divisions of this district. 

2. From information which I have regeived up to date, it does not appear 
that the distress in Sunamganj sub-division extends beyond the limits reported 
in my previous letter, viz., Sunamganj and Chhatak thanas and JHgannathpur 
outpost. Babu Akshay Kumar Chatterji, Extra Assistant Commissioner, was 
lately on tour in Dharampasa thana, and from his diary it appears that there is 
no distress there. The manager of the estate of Maulvi Muhammad Ahiya 
informed me . ilia t in villages belonging to this estate in Dirai thana, the bor(} 
crop was about 8 or 10 annas. Both at Jagannathpur and Nabiganj, I saw 
several boat-loads of boro paddy brought for sale. The Subdivisional Officer is 
now on tour at Dirai, and will report on the condition of the people there if 
there is any distress. 

3. In the abovementioned affected area the raiyats are mainly dependent 
on the long-stemmed aman rice. rhe boro paddy is a useful supplementary 
crop in ma:1Y villages. The distres~ is due to the very short crop of aman rice, 
followed by the fuilure of the boro crop in this tract. In the vjllages situated in 

·the eastern portion of Chhatak thana, and in the north-east of'Jagannathpur 
outpost, there is aus, which is reported to have yielded a bumper outturn in the 
latter locality. Even among the villages mainly dependent on the aman crop, 
there are villages where there is no distress The state of affairs in the villages 
visited by me near .Tagannathpur in July will appear from the annexed extracts 
from my tour diary. The Subdivisional Officer, however, has just reported 
that the condition of the people in that quarter and elsewhere has become much 
worse since then, and substantial cultivators who have a large number of 
dependents are said to be in great distress. From what I have myself seen, and 
from the information subsequently received, I have come to the following 
conclusion: 

There is great distress among those ordinarily dependent on charity-the 
helpless and widows. People of this class are in. actual want of food and 
require relief: Many petty cultivators who are dependent on the earnings of 
~heir labour find it difficult to obtain work in the villages. Many men of this 
class are accustomed to leave their homes to work as boatmen and do other 
work. The lime business at Chhatak provides work for a large number of men. 
In the neighbourhood of Jagannathpur there is a mat-making industry. There 
are, however, many who generally cut grass for cattle, and do other work in the 
villages for the more substantial cultivators and mirasdars, who are not noW' 
employed to the same extent as in other years. The cultivators generally are 



ASSAM. 465 

badly off, and have to buy paddy, as stocks of paddy are mostly exhausted. 
Some of the poorer mirasdars or talukdars, who are dependeut for a living on 
the produce of a small area of land, are also badly off. 

4. The Chief Commissi"ner has sanctioned the expenditure of Rs. 2,000 
for the relief of distress. 1. have just received a report from the Subdivisional 
Officer, stating that a sum of Rs. 1,350 has a).ready been draVl< n. The 
Subdivisional Officer cannot st'1te the exact number of persons in receipt of 
gratuitous relief, but roughly estimates the. nnmber to be not less than 1,200. 
He fears that the number of persons to whom it will be necessary to give 
gratuitous relief will gradually increase, and thinks that at least Rs. 2,500 will 
have to be spent monthly to save these people from starvation. The amount to 
be allotted for the relief of distress must, therefore, be increased. As the 
rustress is not likely to cease until the end of' November, when the harvesting of 
the aman rice will begin, a furthe~ sum of about Rs. 10,000 will, on this 
estimate, be required. The Subdivisional Officer has asked for a Government 
grant for gratuitous relie£ He says that the Local Board is prepared to give 
Rs. 6,000 more. I think the Local Board should grant all money required for 
gratuitous relief. As the Sunamganj Local Board is not . wealthy, a special 
provincial grant might be sanctioned in consideration of the exceptional 
character of the expenditure. 

5. I think that small loans ordinarily not exceeding Rs. 10 should. be 
given under the Agriculturists' Loans Act to the poorer cultivators I and 
talukdars in distress. Loans cannot be granted to petty cultivators accustomed 
to depend on the earnings of labour, who cannot give any security. The 
Subdivisional Officer proposed that the Local Board should give loans to people 
of this class, but the Chief Commissioner has already expressed an opinion 
adverse to. this proposal. It is impossible to provide relief work in the villages 
at this season of the year, when the country is inundated, but work, such as 
road-metalling, could be provided at Sunamganj and Chhatak. I bave deputed 
Mo.ulvi Tajammul Ali, Sub, Deputy Collector, to enquire into the condition of 
the people in Sunamganj. 

In my last letter I reported that no further measures of relief would be 
required in North Sylhet, Karimganj and Habiganj. This statement requires 
some modification as regards the Baniachong and Nabiganj thanas of Habiganj 
sub-division. Except in the north-eastern portion of Nabiganj, aus is not 
ordinarily grown in the villages of these thanas. This year, owing to the small 
stocks of paddy in hand, many cultivators in the neighbourhood of Baniachong 
grew aus on land not suitable to its cultivation. Owing, however, to the very 
slow rise of water in the haors, the crop was safely harvested. Along the 
banks of the Barak river, above Nabiganj, there is a large amount of jute 
eultivation. In the haors, however, the villages are almost entirely dependent 
on the aman rice .. There are villages in the extensive Makhalkandi and Makka 
haors north of Baniachong, where boro is the chief crop, and iJl. some villages 
not too far off from these llItOrs, aoro cultivation is resorted to in order to 
supplement the main aman crop. . Gratuitous relief has been given to the 
helpless and widows, but it is only at Baniachong that such relief has been "0 

far required to anyextellt. The circumstances of Baniachong, with a large popu
lation of over 28,000, are exceptional. There is a large class of men dependent 
on daily labour, who now find it difficult to obtain work. The Subdivisional 
Officer started road-metalling work at Habiganj, and at the end of July 85 men 
were working there ou daily wages of 5 annas, which are evidently not too 
high, since about 20 men deserted the work as soon as there was aus to be cut. 
Many cultivators have no stocks of paddy, and are now buying paddy. Loans 
should be given to the poorer cultivators and bhadralo!.:s in distress. I have 
asked the Sub-divisional Officer to order Babu Kisori Mohan Sen, Extra 
Assistant . Commissioner, to enquire into the condition of the people in 
B,miachong. If necessary, I will depute the new Sub-Deputy Collector, lately 
gazetted to Sadr, to make enquiries. .. 

r would request you to obtain the sanction of the Chief Commissioner to 
the grant of Rs. 8,000 fur agricultural loans. Of this amount, r propose to 
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allot Rs: 5,000 for Sunamganj, Rs. 2,000 for Habiganj, and to keep Ri!. 1,000 
for'sadr, to be allotted as may be found necessary hereafter. 

Annexure. 

Extracts from the Tour Diary of the Deputy Commissioner of Sylhet. 

July ~th.-JagannCtthJiur:-Went thr0.u~h Bhowanipur, Sherpur, and 
J atrapasa villages to enquU"e mto the condltlOn of the people. The head 
constable informed me that these villages were among those where the distress 
Was worst. Bhowanipur is a fairly large village, with a population of Chandals, 
Muhammadans, Dases and Brahmins. Only a few of the Chandals cultivate It 
little land: they depend on fishing, work as boatmen, etc., and are not now in 
distress. The Muhummadans are almost all petty cultivators, holding 5 or 6 

kiars of land. Out of about 30 houses, only 5 
1 hal = 12 kiars = 12~ bighas have cattle. The men make mats, cut grass, and. 

= 4t acres. do. other work. One man, with 2i hals of land, 
says l;Ie has no paddy in stock. There are two widows, who seem able to 
get on without relief. There are six houses of Dases, who are substantial· 
cultivators, each family holding 2 or 2~ hals of land. They have a little paddy 
in stock. There are five houses of Brahmins who are now not well off, but 
have relatives in service. One man, who knew English, and had formerly been 
a clerk in the Collectorate, complained that he could not get money from the 
money-lenders, and therefore wanted a Government loan. In Jatrapasa, there 
are 35 houses of Gopes, who are well' off, nearly all being talukdars. There is 
excellent grazing in the haors in the cold weather, and these people get an 
income from the sale of milk and ghi. The village money-lender is a Gope. 
He says he has lent Rs. 500 this year. The complaint is that he will not assist 
those in difficulties. In Sherpur I visited the houses of Muhammadans of the 
same class as in Bhowanipur. A talukdar, with a yearly income of Rs. 500 or. 
Rs. 600, says that he has debts amounting to Rs. 1,200, of which Rs. 800 had 
been incurred in litigation over some land worth a little more than Rs. 300. 
In the afternoon, about 300 or 400 raiyats came in from the villages for many 
miles round. They were brought by their mirasdars as representatives of these 
mirasdars, some of whom are pleaders at Sunamganj. They were of two classes 
-the petty cultivators accustomed to labour, and the substantial cultivators 
with It hal or more land-most of them said that they were buying paddy and 
wanted loans from Government. 

JUl.V 7th.-In the morning went with the Subdivisional Officer, who had 
arrived the previous evening, to Dostpur and part of Kubazpw;. The popUlation 
of Dostpur consists of J ugis and Muhammadans, all of the petty cultivator class,. 
holding 4 or 5 kiars of land. The Muhammadans are accustomed to leave 
their homes for work. I found some who had just returned from working as 
boatmen, and others were absent from home. The Jugis depend on miscellaneous 
work, su:::h as cutting grass for cattle. They are not well off; one widow and, 
one fakir only require assistance. In Sllndarpur, a part of Kubazpur village, 
a Brahmin, whose nephew was away, complained that he could not get food. 
There were also 50me widows in need of assistance. In the afternoon visited 
the hat. There were several boats with paddy from Dirai, which was sold at! 
the rate of Rs. 2-11 per maund, according to calculations, as paddy is not sold 
by the seer or maund. There was only one boat with Burma rice. The nal 
mats made in the villages were being sola at 2 annas each. 

Nabi!lanj, July 9th.-In the morning visited Kanaipur and Pirizput 
villages, nelLr Nabiganj. Kanaipur is inhabited mainly by Mahimals, of whom 
there are over 50 hOllses. Most of the Mahimals have only a little land, 
generally 3 or 4 kiars. Two men only had ~ver a hal of land. All are huying 
paddy. The Mahimals depend mainly on fishing. They are better off now 
than they were a little time ago, before the water had rIsen in the haors. There 
n·re three widows who get a living by begging. One blind man has received 
relief at the thana. Others are not in need of relief now. In Pirizpur there 
are bet:;veen 20 and 30 hOllses of Chandals, nearly all of whom have a little cul
tivati.on, generally only 2 or 3 kiars. The:fdepend on work as boatmen, servants, 
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&c. There Bre two widows who have no relatives to support them. They get 
JL living by buying paddy and preparing chira; none require any relief. I JLf~r
wards had an interview with two ,members of the Local Board, who had come 
to see me about the present condition of the people which they dlJscribed as 
being worse than they had ever known. This was Mt day. There were six 
boats with paddy from Dirai for sale. The price is said to be Rs. 2-5 per maund, 
and is lower than hitherto. The number of people buying paddy is .large. 
Most of the people are able to buy such luxuries a~pan, supari, jack-fruit, &c . 
. There were no fewer than 21 boat-loads of jack-fruit for sale. Hitherto there 
has been a large sale of sweet potatoes, which are imported from Mymensingh 
and sold at. a very cheap rate. The season is, .however,passing, and there were 
9nly two boat-loads at this Mt. 

July 10ih.-In the. mor.tiing went to Dattsgram, . as the Local Board 
members had informed me that this was one of the villages where the'distress 
was worst.. I first visited the Chandals' quarters. All the men of seven houses 
were absent working. All have a little land, but depend on their ,labour. There 
,are 45 or 50 houses of Muhammadans, of whom three or four are substantial 
,talukdars with 3 or 4 hals of land. These have some paddy ip stock. 'l'he 
others are all buying/paddy. Nearly all have 2 kiars or jl:lOre boro .cultivation . 
. I next visited the quarter of the .Dases, of whom there are 40 or 50 houses. 
Nearly all have a little boro cultivation. The crop is said to have been such,an 
utter failure that they. did not take the trouhle to cut it. One old man, however, 
more truthful than the others, said that he got a few maunds boro paddy from 
the small area cultivated by him. The yield was undoubtedly very poor. The 
old man, who has 2k hals of land, says that he has still a little paddy in stock. 
The others say that they are buying paddy. I saw no ~igns' of distress. No 
=e applied to me for loan. 

Baniachong, July 17th.-. At Bania!lhong. There is considerable ;distress 
among the poorer classes here. I saw Babu Debendra Nath .Nandy, who haS 
been entrusted with the distribution of gratuitous relief ,here. It.is clear that 
the amount of gratuitous relief must increase. There is a ,large class dependent 
on work, which is now scarce. The Local Board had ~ome jungle-cutting'l;lone, 
and there were over 100 men ready to work. Thi~ work has been stopped, but 
road-metalling is to be started immediately at Habiganj. Azman RElza, the 
principal mirasdar here, came to see me. He said that there are widows of 
respectable family, and also men who cannot take alms, and are very badly oft'. 
Loans can be given to people of this class. . 

Enclosure 10 in No. 170. 

Letter from the Secretary to the Chief Commissioner of Assam to the [)eputy 
Commissioner of Sylhet, No. 1446 j~i8c.-6271 G., dated Shillong. the 
16th A':9ust, 1901. 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt or your letter ·No. 857 G., dated 
the 9th August, 1901, repurting on the scarcity in Sunamganj and other sub
divisions of the Sylhet District. From this report it is evident that the state 
of Iltfuirs in the Sunamganj Subdivision has been greatly exaggerated. In your 
letter No. 673 G., dated the 2nd July,'1901, you stated that the Subdivisional 
Officer of Sunamganj had reported to the effect thllt the bulk of the population 
of the Sunamgnnj and Chhatak thanus und the jurisdiction of the Jagannathpur 
'outpost had been reduced to the verge of starvation, or were actually starving. 
From JOur diaries of the 6th to 10th July it appears that you visited some of 
the vi)lages near ,Jagannathpur, in which the worst distress was reported to 
prevail, and made careful enquiries, but found no cases of actual distress, except 
those of a few destitute widows and beggars. 

. 2. I am to say that the Chief Commissioner considers it impl'C'bable that 
so large an amount as Rs. 12,000 will be required for gratuitous relief in' the 
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Sunamganj Subdivision. There is a danger that a too liberal appropriation of 
funds for this purpose may result in waste, and in money btling distributed to 
people who are not really in distress. I am to convey the Chief Commissioner's 
sanction to the further allotment by the Sunamganj Local Board of a sum of 
Rs. 3,000 for gratuitous relief in addition ,to the amount of Rs. 2,000 already 
allotted by them. Mr. Cotton considers it essential that the agents to whom 
the distribution of gratuitous relief is entrusted should be .required to keep 
registers of the. persons relieved by them, and that these registers should be 
frequently scrutinised by the Subdivisional Officer and by yourself, as oppor
tunity affords, in order to ensure that the money is properly applied. Gratuitous 
relief should be, restricted to people who are really destitute and helpless, and 
should not be given to the able-bodied who are in a position to find work. I am 
to add that the Chief Commissioner does not contemplate making any additional 
grant from Provincial funds to the Sunamganj Local Board, and the outlay on 
gratuitous relief must be met by curtailment of the Board's expenditure under 
other heads. 

3. It is observed that a large proportion of those who are at present 
feeling the effects of s.carcity in Sunamganj and Habiganj belong to classes who' 
possess little or no cultiyation of their own, and who are accustomed to leave 
their homes in search of work. I am to say that an effort should be made to 
induce these people to seek employment in the Sylhet District, and it mjght be 
well if you were to bring to the notice of tea planters the supply of lbcallabour, 
which is said to be at present available. . 

4. Your proposal to grant loans under the Agriculturists' Loans Act to 
the poorer classes of culti~ators, who are not able to obtain loans from money
lenders, meets with the Chief Commissioner's approval. In this connection, I am 
to refer you to this office letter No. 71 Budget-564 A., dated the 4th April, 
1901, by which a sum of Rs. 1,000 was placed at your disposal for loans to 
agriculturists during the current year. The Chief Commissioner now sanctions 
a further allotment of Rs. 4,000 for this purpose for your district, and trusts 
that you will distribute it judiciously. 
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III. 

STATEMENTS 
REGARDING FAMINE MADE IN THE GOVERNOR

GENERAL'S LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

No. 171. 

STATEMENT ON THE FAMINE OF 1899-1900 

MAUE BY Tm; GOV.ERNOR-GENERAL IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL HELD AT 

SIMLA ON 19TH OCTOBER, 1900. 

Exactly a year ago to-day I made a speech in this Council upon the then 
impending Famine. Throughout the twelve months that have intervened, this 

. Famine, which within the range of its incidence has been the severest that India 
has ever known, has been the main preoccupation of Government. It has 
engrossed our whole attention, has placed a terrible strain both upon. our 
resources and our officials, has disorganised our finances, and has addressed a 
perpetual and irresistible appeal to our individual humanity.· Now that it is 
drawing to a close, it may not be inappropriate that I shouM attempt to sum 
up the results of the past year's experience; so that the public may realise 
within a short compass what the Great Famine of 1899-1900 has meant, how 
we have endeavoured to meet it, what a mark it has left, or will leave, upon the 
history of the country, and what is the· teaching that may be derived from. a 
study of its features. . 

We cannot, I think, be accused of having failed to anticipate or to provide 
for this great drought. Our anxiety as to the prospects dated from as far back . 

• as July, 1899. In the early autumn the Local Governments and ourselves were 
busily occupied in making preparations for the possible failure of the monsoon. 
When I spoke in October, relief-operations had already commenced, and half a 
million persons were on relief. The numbers rapidly rose month by month, till 
in July last they touched the unprecedented total of considerably more than 
six millions of persons.' Even now over two millions are still in receipt of relief; 
though we hope that. in the course of next month, the necessity may disappear, 
and that the whole of this number may be drafted away to their homes. 

The main statistical features of the Famine are already sufficiently well 
known and may be briefly dismissed. It has affected' an area of over 400,000 
square miles, and a population of about 60 millions, of whom 25 millions belong 
to British India and the remainder to Native States. Within this area the 
Famine conditions have, dming the greater part of the year, been intense. Out
side it they have extended with a gradually dwindling radius over wide districts 
which have suffered much from loss of crops and cattle, if not from actual 
scarcitY" In a greater or less degree nearly one-fourth of the entire population 
of the Indian Continent have come within the range of relief-operations. It is 
difficult to express in figures with any close degree of accuracy the loss occasioned 
by so widespread and severe a visitation. But it may be roughly put in this way. 
The annual agricultural production of India and Burma averages in value between 
3\;0 and 400 crores of rupees. On a very cautious estimate the production in 
1899-1900 must have been at least ane-quarter, if not one-third, below the aver
age. At normal prices the loss was at least 75 crores, or .50 millions sterling. 
In this estimate India is treated as a whole. But in reality the loss fell on a 
portion only of the Continent, and ranged from almost total failure of crop in 
Guzarat, Berur, Chhattisgarh and Hissar, and in many of the Rajputana States 
to 20 and 30 per cent. in districts of the North-Western Provinces and Madras, . , 
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which were not reckoned as fallingwithi~ the Famine tract. If to this'be added 
the value of some millions of cattle, some conception may be formed of the 
destruction of property which a great drought occasions. There have been 
many great droughts in India, but there has been no other of which such figures 
could be predicated as these. 

It must further be remembered that, unlike previous Famines, that of 1900 
was separated by the short space of only two years from a drought not greatly 
inferior to it in extent and scarcity. Some tracts which suffered in 1896-97 
have. been fortunate enough to escape in. 1899,..1900. But the most calamitous 
feature of the recent famine has been that there were others which not only 
suffered again, but suffered in a worse degree. This was the case in the Central 
Provinces and in portions of Rajputana, Central India, the South-East Punjab, 
and the Bombay Dekkhan. Apart from this area of twofold distress, the centre 
of gravity tended on the present occasion to $hift towards the west. The 
cluster of Native States lying between the Nerbudda, the Jumna and tlie Sutlej 
were swept into the area of scarcity. Finally, the fertile provinces of Guzarat 

,and Kathiawar, whose rainfall is generally so abundant and so steady .that they 
"have been styled the Garden of India, were attacked; and there, in proportion 
as'the immunity hitherto enjoyed has been the longest, so was the suffering the 
most widespread and enduring. 

This was the situation with' which we were confronted, a year ago,and 
.. which·has gradually developed since. It was not merely a crop fdilure, but.a 
:-fodder famine on an enormous scale, followed in many parts by a positive 
·'devastation of cattle-both plough cattle, buffaloes, and milch kine. In other 
words, it affected, and may almost be said to have annihilated, the working 
,capital of the agricultural classes. It struck some of them when they were 
,still down 'from the effects of the recent shock. It struck others who had never 
before known what calamity was, and who were crushed and shattered by .the 
,suddenness and directness of the blow. It attacked Native States to whose 
'Durbars had never previously been brought home the obligation of famine 
'relief on an extended scale and whose dearth of administrative staff was 
enhanced by the poverty of their financial resources. It laid its hand upon 

,iprimitive hill men, unused to· discipline or restraint, impulsive, improvident, 
,lazy, lhing in an almost barbarous state in wild and inaccessible jqngles. It 
,Iilharpen~d the lurking nomadic instinct of wandering tribes, and sent them 
,aimlessly drifting about the country, a terror to the Famine-officer, and an 
incubns to the camps. For a year it never left hold of its victims; and one 
,half of the year had not elapsed before famine had brought its familiar attendant 
. furies in its train; and cholera, dysentery and fever had fallen upon an already 
<eXhausted and enfeebled population. This is the picture of suffering that India 
,ha,s. presented during the past year. Let US now examine the steps that have 
been taken to ameliorate it. 

In such diverse circumstances the methods oJ relief, the difficulties 
"encountered, and the degree of success attained, have varied greatly. The 
:preceding famine had bequeathed experiences and lessons of the utmost value, 
which were carefully gathered up by the Commission of 1898, and which have 
,profoundly ,affected the policy of the present famine.' The stress laid by the 
,Commission on the necessity for starting relief before the people have run down ; 
.their advocacy of more extensive gratuitous relief, especially in the form of 
,kiwhen relief; their recommendations concerning the special treatment of 
,aboriginal and forest tribes ; their approval of small or village relief-works in 
,epecial circumstances in preference to large works,-these and other injunctions 
,will be found to hnve influenced our measures and shaped our course throughout 
. the famine. The Commission's recommendations.were generally in the direction 
of greater flexibility in relief methods a,nd greater liberality of relief. The 
dangers ofill.regulated profusion are obvious; and, apart from all considerations 
of cost it woUld be a national misfortune if relief were ever made so facile or so 

: pleasant as to destroy the self· respect and self-reliance of the 'people. But the 
,Commission were Hot unmindful of this danger; and their findings amounted 
to this, that they recognised that in the last famine we had not succeedEd in 
preventing grent mortality and Buffering, and that they thought better results 
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might be attainable by a larger expenditure of money and a' somewbat greater' 
regard to the circumstances of special,localities and classes. They said'in effect· 
that; if it was geod policy to combat a famine, it was good policy to combat" itr 
effectively. It is possible that in certain directions their recommendations. 
erred on the side of over-liberality; Their wage-scale. is' an instance. It1 w&:9' 
tried in all provinces at the commencement of the present famine, butr WII:Il 

speedily reduced by the independent consent of all Local Governments; Againl: 
their ndvocacy of gratuitous relief may be said by some to have led in the present!' 
famine to a scale of alms-;,riving unprecedented in magnitude, and likely' t<F 
embarrass future famine administration. This question I will discuss, in 81 

moment. I merely mention ·-the matter now to show that, in the present· 
famine, we have broken' new ground, and, acting upon the lessons of its, 
predecessor, we have accepted a higher standard of moral and fimmcial obligation 
than has ever before been recognised or acted upon in this or any country. 

If, indeed, a special characteristic should be attributed to our campaign of 
Famine relief in the past year, it has been its unprecedented liberality. - There; 
is no parallel in the history of India, or in that of auy country in the world, to. 
the total of over 6 million persons who, in 13ritish India and the Native Statesj. 
have for weeks on end been dependent upon the charity of Government. Let, 

• me compare these figures with those of the preceding Famine. In 1897, the. 
high-water mark of relief was reached in the second fortnight of May, when •. 
there were nearly 4 million persons on relief in British India., Taking. the, 
affected population of 40 millions, the ratio of relief was 10 per cent.' In one" 
district of Madras" and in two districts of_ the North-Western Provinces, thlll 
ratio for some months was about 30 per cent., but these were· exceptional cases .. 
In the most distressed districts of the Central Provinces 15 or 16 per cent. was 
regarded in 1896-97 as a very high standard of relief:. Now take the figures of 
the present year. For some weeks in June and July upwards of 41. million,' 
persons were on relief in British India. Reckoned on a populatiJ:U of, say, 
lI5 millions, .the ratio of relief was 18 per cent. as com pared with 10 per cent. in' 
1897. In many districts the proportion exceeded 20 per cent. In several it 
exceeded 30 per cent. In two districts it exceeded 40 per cent. In the small' 
district of Merwara, where Famine has been present for two years; 'i5 per cent_ 
of the populatIOn has been on relief. Nothing that I might say can intensify:' 
the simple eloquence of these figures. 

The next test that I apply is that of the number of officers whom we have
lent, both to British districts and to Native States, to reinforce the overworked, 
and,. in many cases, undermanned local establishmeuts. From the ArmY' 
84 Staff Co~ps officers, 17 Native officers, 10 British non-commissioned offiC81:S, 
and privates, and 228 Native non-commissioned officers and privates, have been 
deputed, for periods of various length, to Famine duty in British India and, 
Native States. They have dOi!e eKcellent work. Including the above, thao 
total number of public officials deputed, from civil and military employ tG 
Famine duty has amounted to 637. Among tliese were 35 Assistant Surgeons. 
and 141 Hospital Assistants, 44 Civil Engineers, 10 Royal Engineers and 
24 Public Works subordinates. Large as these numbers were, we would gladly 
have s~nt more, had the men been forthcoming. Since the Famine began, r 
cannot recall ever having refused an application, if i~ was possible to grant it: 
We literally scoured the remaining provinces of India for the loan of men, and 
with great generosity, wherever practicable, their Governments responded to the 
appeal. After my return from Guzarat, we collected and sent down a large 
number of additional Hospital Assistants, of whom I had noted a regrettable 
paucity, to Bombl\Y. Similarly in the Native States, as the Chiefs and Durbars 
h\\ve repeatedly acknowledged, it has only been owing to the administratiye 
knowledge, the unflagging energy, and the devotion of the British officers whom 
we have'lent to the~, that they h!.ve escaped a disastrous breakdown. 

My third test is that of financial outlay. The direct" expenditure on 
Famine relief in British India and in Bernr, from the commelicement of relief 
operations up to the end of August, has been 85,1, lakhs of rupees. We estim~te 
II' further expenditure of about 150 lakhs up to the 31st March next; rri.aHnO' 
in llli in round numbers about 10 crores of rupees. In loans and MVIrIICC!1 ~ 
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land-holders and cultivators, we have expended Rs. 238 lakhs. We have made 
advances for plough-cattle and for agricultqral operations this autumn free of 
interest, and on very easy term~ as to 0 eventual repayment; and our expecta
tion is that not more than one-half will be recovered. In the matter of land-

o revenue, our latest estimate is that, of a demand of Rs. 392 lakhs in the Central 
Provinces and Bombay, Rs. 164 lakhs will be uncollected during the year. In 
l;he distressed districts of the Punjab, suspensions aggregating Rs. 41 lakhs are 
anticipated. With these figures I compare;those for the Famine of 1896-97, 
calling attention, however, to the fact that, in 1896-97, the area and population 
in British India affected by Famine were considerably larger than in the present 
year. The total direct expenditure on Famine relief was 727 lakhs of rupees; 
130 lakhs were advanced as takkavi ; and land revenue to the amount of about 
2 crores was suspended. In this comparison, our further outlay in connection 
with relief in Native States has been omitted, for the reason that, in 1896-97, 
the calls upon us in that respect were insignificant. In the present.Famine, our 
loans to Native States in Rajputana have amounted to 69 lakhs of rupees; to 
Native States in the Bombay Presidency we have lent 78 lakhs of rupees, 
besides guaranteeing the repayment of loans to the amount of 105 lakhs of 
rupees borrowed by other States in. the market. We have also come to-the 
assistance of Nizam of Hyderabad, whose extensive domiuions have suffered 
from severe drought. In all, our actual loans to Native. rulers in connection 
with the present Famine amount in the aggregate to over 3k Cl"Ores. This is 
exclusive of the guaranteed loans. Without this assistance it may be 'safely 
said that the States would have been wholly unequal to the task of relieving 
their subjects, and even in some caRes of carrying on the ordinary administra-
tion of their territories. . 

I now pass to an examination of the methods of Famine-relief which we 
have adopted. In one respect they have differed materially from those of 
the preceding Famine. Profiting by its lessons, we have learned to apply a 
much more flexible system. Thus in 1897 the effective relief of the aboriginat 
races in the Central Provinces was regarded as an insoluble problem. They 
suffered and perished in their jungles. This year congenial work and extensive 
gratuitous relief were provided for them in the forests, and the Gonds and 
Baigas have survived with no exceptional mortality. Again, whereas in 1897 
there was a terrible mortality in the Central Provinces when the rains set in, 
owing to the abrupt closing of rel,ief works without a simultaneous expansion 
of home or village relief; in the present year we have scattered broadcast over 
the country an extensive system of kitchen relief upon which, while no one 
disputes its general necessity or its success, the only criticism that has been 
passed is that it has erred on the side of liberality, and has been abused by able
bodied persons who preferred to be fed for nothing in the kitchens to earning 
their own livelihood in the fields. In 1897, the complaint was one of parsimony 
and lack of preparation. If we have now in some cases gone too far in the 
opposite direction, some allowance must be made for the natural recoil from 
earlier mistakes. 

Guzarat supplies another instance of the degree in which we have accen
tuated and added to the flexibility ofthe Famine Code. When t.he g:eat out
break of cholera had disorganised the large relief works, and had driven the 
terrified workers away to their homes, and when extraordinarily high death rates 
revealed the existence of very widespread destitution and suffering, the Govern
ment of India did not hesitate to advise the Bombay Government to meet .the 
situation by enlarging the customary bounds of gratuitou~ relief, and b)' opemng 
pett.y village works to take the place of the deserted Pubhc 'Yorks relief camps. 
The effect of this policy was that, whereas in the middle of May the number of 
persons on gratuitous relief in the five districts of.Guzarat was little more than 
,)0,000, at the end of June it had risen to 150,000; at the end of J ulJ: to 
308,000 ; and by the middle of August to 385,000, the last figure represe)1tmg 
more than 12 per cent. of the entire population of those districts. Before the 
pre.ent famine, such a percentage would have been regarded as It flagrant abuse 
ot . famine relief. We were, however, satisfied that a strict adherence to the 
labour-test principle would, in June alld July last, have failed to meet the very 
IIpecial set of circumstances created by the cholera outbreak in Guzarat, and 1 
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have no doubt that the satisfuctory decline in the death rate was largely due to 
the policy adopted. 

In drawing attention, however, to the gr~ter liberality of relief that has 
been practised, the question may be asked whether it was after all only due t.o 
the superior intensity of this year's famine, or whether it has denoted grelter 
efficiency and perfection of method, or has perhaps only been the result of 
promiscuous and thoughtless charity. Some part of it must no doubt be 
attributed to the greater severity of the recent distress which I have already 
demonstrared. Upon the second head, we may safely claim to have profited 
by expe~'ience in the improvement of our relief arrangements, and in their more 
accurate adaptation to the special circumstances of different districts, the special 
requirements of different classes, and the different seasons of the year. No 
critic would dispute thi17 Eroposition. As regards the third point, it is not 
without a smile that, while I now read in some quartets that the conditions of 
relief, notably in respect of kitchen relief in the Centr,\l Provinces, have been 
relaxed to a dangerous and demoralising degree, I remem bel' that, nine montha ago, 
the Government. of India were being assailed for the alleged string:ency and 
harshne5s of the warnings that they had given in the Circulap of December, 
189~. I.ooking back upon our entire experience, I have now no hesitation in 
saying that our warning note was well timed and was wisely issued. Our 
enquiry was followed by a very salutary re-or>{anisation ·of relief works in the 
Central Provinces and elsewhere, by large additions in all Provinces to the 
superior famine staff, and by considerable improvements in the supervision and 
conduct of relief measures. One of its results was the exposure of inadequacy of 
the superior staff, Imd of the dangers which were certain to ensue if this 
were not rectified. It wus in consequence of this discovery that we offered the 
8ub5tantial help in respect of 8t1ttf Corps Officers, Medical Officers, Officers 
dr.tfted from the Postal, Salt, and Police Departments, and Engineers, of whic\;l 
J .haye already spoken. 

I should like to add thn.t, in my opinion, there was no inconsistency 
between the position taken up by the Government of India in the first months 
of the famine, and their subsequent attitude in permitting a vast expansion of 
gratuitous relief' during the rains in the Central Provinces, and in counselling 
tbe Government of Bombay to relax the conditions of relief in Guzarat, when 
cholera had disorganised the large works. Conditions are radically different at 
the beginning and at the height of a famine; and a degree of firmness at 
the outset is essential, which would, at a later stage, be altogether out of place. 
If .this be borne in. mind, our policy will, on examination, prove to have been 
consistent throughout. On the one hand, we have set our face against inclis
criminate and pau{Jerising charity, and have endeavoured to insist on relief 
being administered with the care and method which we. owe to the taxpayer 
and to the exche.qner. On the other hand, we hav!'! been prepared to accept any 
expenditure of which it could be shown that it was required to save life or to 
mitigate' genuine distress. The only intelligent and the only .possible policy 
is basen on these two J'rinciples. There is no contradiction between them. No 
famine has ever been, or ever will be, successfully administered that does not 
exhibit, according to the point from which it is scrutinised, the opposite 
characteristics of strictne's and leniency, or that is not open to the charge--if 
charges are to be brought-of being ut different moments profuse and 
grudging. 

Nevertheless we may still be asked whether .we are quite satisfied that the 
abnormal mortality in Guzl1mt, the widespread misery described by competent 
observers, and the temporary breakdown of the relief machinery in that part 
were not due to any f,lUlt in our initial instructions. That the mortality was 
very great cannot be denied. In Broach the monthly death-rate rose from 
2'~6 per mille in October, HS99, to 24'83 in May, 1900. In the Panch Mahals 
the death-rate for the snme month of May was 46'60 per mille; in Kaira. :l1'07 ; 
in. Ahmedabad 24. These rates include deaths &om cholera, a most virulent 
wave of which swept over Guzarat in April; although it is impossible· to 
distinguish accurately between the mortality for which cholera was 'directly 
respopsible, and that which was due to other diseases, to debility, to privations, 
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and to the temporary disorganisation of the c;amps. ,I have seen the report of II 
special enquiry which has just been conducted into the Guzarat mortality by 
the Sanitary Commissioner to the Bombay Government. He specifies no fewer 
than eight causes for the excessive death-rate in that district. They were, 
insufficient and unwholesome food; resort to Rangoon rice and .other unac
customed grains; bad cooking and bad water; the physical softness of a people 
who had never previously experienced famine; the unwillingness of certain 
classes, such as the Bhils and herdsmen, to apply for relief; and the 'vagabond 
instincts of large sections of the population. Some of these causes were 
preventible or !educib~e ;. the ~ajority we~e ;not. 'If ~ perfect relief system is 
anywhere attaInable, 1t 1S ObVlOUS that 1t 15 more hkely to be realised in a 
district where the people are already acquainted with the principles of relief and 
where they feel ~o natural reluctance to a vail themselves of it. Neither of those 
conditions was present in Guzarat. The rapidity and, completeness of the 
calamity took the people by surprise; the weakness and incapacity for resistance 
of the people took the Local Government by surprise. Had there been greater 
previous experience in either respect, the results might have been modified. 
The failure was certainly not due to any antecedent orders- on the part of 
Government, or to any parsimony in the scheme of relief. On the contrary, the 
actual cost of relief per head in Bombay exceeded the cost-rate in other parts of. 
India. While, therefore, I feel that the excessive mortality in Guzerat is II 

phenomenon of which it is difficult to give a full explanation, and which may 
still call for further enquiry, I think that a good deal of weight should be 
attached, in a comparison, for instance, between Guzarat and the Central 
Provinces, to the different temperaments of the a1Hicted populations, and to their 
relative familiarity or unfamiliarity with relief methods_ 

If we examine the death-rate elsewhere, we shall find that, in the Central 
Provinces, it remained satisfactorily low until the concluding months of the 
famine. Excluding epidemic disease, the provincial rate for April was only 
3'25 per mille, and for May ·3'42 per mille. These were the worst months in 
Guzarat. In June the rate (excluding cholera and small-pox, which carried off 
23,000 persons) rose to 4 per mille, and in some parts was higher. In July it 
rose to 5'35 per mille, while some districts showed a local rate of from 7 to 10 
per mille. In August the death rate in one district rose to no less than 15'21 
per mille. It is a curious fact, however, that this high mortality was not 
accompanied by any exterior evidence of starvation or even of emaciation. The 
people, in fact, did not die of want of food, but from the sudden change in 
climatic conditions which occurs during and after the rains. 

In the Punjab the mortality statistics exhibit much the same features as in 
the Central Provinc~s, though in a slightly less degree. In Hissar, where th.e 
death-rate has been highest, it has never exceeded 8 per mille, excluding 
cholera. The result of my examination has been to show that relief has been 
fully and sufficiently given in the Punjab, and that there has been no mortality 
from starvation, or even from direct privation, save in the case of wanderers 
from Native States, who arrived in too debilitated a condition to be saved. 

In Berar the death-rate has been generally moderate, except in two districts 
adjoining the Nizam's dominions, where there was much pauper emigration 
across the border. In the last weeks of the hot weather the mortality rose 
everywhere, especially}n those two districts; but no one has been -found to 
suggest that it was due to any.deficiency of relief. 

I do not speak of the mortality in the Native States, which has in many 
cases been shocking, because the Government of India cannot be held re.;ponsible 
for a system which it does not control, and because my sole desire has been, 
while stating the best, and admitting the worst, that can be said about our own 
methods, to ascertain how far the latter have justified themselves, or are capable 
of amendment. Broadly speaking, it may be said that no endeavours which it 
is in the power of the most philanthropic or generous of Governments to put 
forward will avail to prevent an increase of mortality during a severe famine. 
No relief system in the world wilt count.eract ~he effects of reduced food 
supply, cessation of wages, high pricelil and break up of homes, among millions 
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of people, or will prevent liunine from being attended by its twin sister, 
pestilence. 

When, however, I read the records of earlier famines, and compare their 
results with this, I do feel some cause for satisfaction. Weare sometimes told 
of the wonderful things that happened in India before the days of Briti~h 
rule, and are invited, in most unhistorical fashion, to regard it as a Saturnian 
age. I have looked up the statistics of the last great famine that occurred 
in Bengal, while ,that province was still under native administration. This 
waS in the year 1770. I speak of local admini~tration, because, although the 
Diwani of Bengal had been assumed by the Company a few years before, the 
latter had not yet taken over the civil administration, which remained in 
the hands of the former native officers of the Delhi Government. Throughout 
the summer of that year it is on record that the husbandmen sold their 
cattle; they sold their implements of agriculture; they soli! their sons and 
daughters, till at length no buyer of children could be found; they ate the 
leaves of trees and the grass of the field; and, when the height of the 
summer was reached, the living were feeding on the dead. The streets of 
the cities were blocked up with promiscuous heaps of the dead and dying; 
even the dogs and jackals could not accomplish their revolting work. Disease 
attacked the starving and shelterless survivors, and swept them off by hundreds 
of thousands. Before the end of May, 1770, one-third of the population 
was officially calculated to have disappeared; in June the deaths were 
returned as 6 is to 1Ii of the whole inhabitants: ,and it was estimated that 
one-half of the cultivators must perish. Two years later Warren Hastings, 
who had assumed the Government of Bengal on behalf of the British Power, 
stated the entire loss as at least one-third of the inhabitants, and subsequent 
calculations rpvealed that the failure of this single crop, in the single province of 
Bengal, had carried off within nine months no fewer than ten out of less than 
thirty millions of human beings. . 

After this appalling record of what mmine meant in India a century ago, 
it waH almost with a sense of relief that I read the other day in a manifesto 
issueel by an Ellglish M.P. to his constituents, whom I may observe, in passing, 
that he no longer represents, that" Lord George Hamilton and Lord Curzon 
have looked helples~ly 011, while two millions of human beings have perished 
of starvation and disease in India." Had this statement been true, however 
damaging to the Secretary of State or to myself, it would yet have pointed 
an extraordinary contrast between the methods and results of 1900 and 
those of the eighteenth century. But that it is not true is known to every 
intelligent person in En~land and in this country. Every man, woman, and 
child who has perished III India in the present famine hus been a burden 
upon my heart and upon that of Government. Theil" sufferings have nerer 
been absent from our thoughts. It cannot truthfully be said, even by the 
most envenomed of opponents, that we have looked helplessly on. On the 
contrary, I fearlessly claim, and I challenge contradiction, that there has never 
been a fumine when the general mortality has been less, when the distress has 
been more amply or swiftly relieved, or when Government and its officers have 
given themselves with a more whole· hearted devotion to the saving of life and 
the service of the people. 

What the actual mortality may have been it is impossible to tell with 
complete accuracy. At a Inter date the forthcoming census will throw useful 
light upon the problem. At the same time, from. a comparison of the 
normal death-rate of the famine-stricken districts in British Indin, with 
which alone, of course, I am competent to deal, with the death-rate throughout 
the twelve months' duration of the drought, we can ascertain that there ha.s 
been an excess mortality of 750,000, or i million persons. But out of 
this total we also know that cholera and small-pox have accounted for a 
recorded mortality of 230,000, figures which are admitted to be below the 
mark. :MIlking this deduction, therefore, we arrive at an excess mortality 
of. half a million in British India, more or less attributable to the famine 
conditions of the year. To say that the greater part of these have died of 
starvation, or even of destitution, would be an unjustifiable exaggeration • 
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since we know that many other contributary causes have been, at work, 
while the figures include, the deaths of imu;igrants from Native States, fi'Jr 
which our administration cannot be held responsible_ When further it is 
remcml;Jered that this total is not more than 2 per cent. of .the entire 
population in the tracts to which it applies, it will be obvious that no very 
remarkable depopulation has occurred, and it will be recognized that it is 
with ample justification that I give the assurance that in the entire history of 
Indian famines, w:hile none has been more intense, in none have the deaths been 
80 few. 

'So far my remarks have been confined almost exclusively to what has been 
done in the recent famine in British India. 1 must add a few words about 
the Native States, many of which have been affected in a scarcely inferior 
degree to our own territories. ,tAs I indicated a year ago, while we have 
sedulously refrained from assuming the direct responsibility for famine relief 
in those areas, and have shrunk from any unsolicited interference with Native 
administration, we have yet, in the discharge of our duty as the Paramount 
Power, and in the interest of the States themselves, tendered them constant 
advice, have lent them competent officers, have made, them liberal loans, and 
have supplied co-ordination and system to their methods of relief. On the 
whole, we may congratulate ourselves upon the success that has attended 
these efforts. In a few States the duty of succouring their subjects has been 
so neglected by the Durbars as to need strong interference; and in otb,ers the 
good intentions of rulers have been frustrated by the dishonesty and peculation 
of subordinate officials, who could not resist turning even the starvation of 
their fellow creat\lres to their own profit. But in the majority of cases the 
Chiefs have shown a most laudable disposition to accept our methodH of relief, 
in so far as their resources and the agency at their command permitted. In 
some of the Hajputana States, especially in Jaipur, Jodhpur, Rikanir and 
Kishengarh, the arrangements have been admirably planned and carried out 
by the rulers themselves, and have aroused the admiration of persons familar 
with the famine system of British provinces. Surveying the Native States as 
a whole, we may say that there has been an awakening to the call of 
philanthropic duty, which has been mo~t gratifying. 

Nevertheless, the difference of the standards in vogue may be jndged from 
a comparison of the figures on relief in the two areas. In Bikanir arid Jodhpur 
for instance, the numbers relieved in any month never exceeded 6 per cent. of the 
nominal population, while in the British districts of Ajmer-Merwara, 25 percent 
of the population were for months on relief. Even in the States under the 
Bombay Government, in which for various reasons the initiative and supervision 
of the Political Officers were more in evidence than in Central India and 
Rajputana, the scale of relief was very different from that in Guzarat. In 
Kathiawar, the numbers on relief never exceeded 13 pel' cent. of the population. 
In Palanpur they reached, but did not exceed, 15 per cent. in one month alone. 
In the same month (July, 1900), one-third of the uggregate population of the 
four distressed districts of Guzarat was on relief. The two great States of Baroda 
and Hyderabad flank the Bombay territory on the north and east. In Hyderabad 
and Baroda the numbers on relief never rose to 5 per cent. of the nominal 
population; and yet both States were visited by drought and famine not less 
Re\Oerely than the adjoining districts of the Bombay Presidency. Meanwhile, 
the difference in the standards of relief was further testified by the eagerness 
with which thousands .of fugitives streamed across the border from Native 
States into British territory, where they passed themsel'Ves off as British subjects, 
in the hope of enjoying the snperior wages and comiorts of our relief-works, 
our poor-houses, and our hospitals. 

I do not dwell on this point in order to disparage the efforts, in many 
(!uses most praiseworthy, made by Native States to relieve their people; but 
~ilOply because the difference between the standard of relief at which we have' 
by degrees arrived, and the standttrd of relief recognised as liberal in the best 
managed Natiye State, is one of the elementary facts of famine experience. 
We may gladly admit that more h!:ls been done for their people by the Chiefs 
nnd rulers of Rlljputana on this occasion than in any other historic famine.' 
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There are many bright examples of benevolence and humanity. The Maharaja 
of Jaipur has extended his princely munificence not only to his own people, 
but to India at large. There is the instance of the late Maharaja of Kishengarh, 
who, though suffering from a mortal iIIneRs, took the keenest interest in the 
relief arrangements of his ::itate, and never once alluded to his own iII-health_ 
There is also the case of the wife of Maharaja Pertab Singh of Jodhpur, who, not 
content with opening an orphanage, resided there herself in order to superintend 
it. These instances--and their number might easily be increased-show the 
spirit with which the famine has been faced in Rajputana by some, at least, of 
its rulers. As for the people, they ha "e borne their trials, as the ~ndian people 
always do, with exemplary fortitude and resignation. 

I now pass to the subject of the charitable help which has been rendered to 
us in our long struggle, from so many quarters, in so many parts of the world. 
An impression appears to 'prevail that on the present occasion this assistance has 
been scant and disappointing. I do not share these views. Looking to the 
circumstances under which our appeal has been made, aud even accepting the 
test. of comparison with the Famine of 1896-97, I still hold that the amount. 
contributed has beeh munificent, while its utility can scarcely be overrated_ In 
1896-\)7 the total collections amounted to liO lakhs, of which 10 takhs remained 
over at the beginning of the recent famine; in the present year, the Central 
Relief Committee has received a sum of close upon 140.lakhs, or not far short 
of one million sterling. 

Analysing the subscriptions I find that India has contributed about the 
same amount to the Fund as in 11196-97, that is to say, about 32 lakhs. If the 
contributions from the European community are deducted, fndia may be con
siderl'd to have coutributed, at the outside, less than one-fifth of the total 
collection. of 140 lakhs. More might have been expected from the Native
community as a whole, notwithstanding individual examples of remarkable 
generosity. The little Colony of the Straits Settlements, for -instance, which has 
no connection with India beyond that of sentiment, has given more than the 
whole of the Punjab. A careful observation of the figures ani! proceedings in 
-each province compels me to say that, in my opinion, Native India has not yet 
reached as high a standard of practical philanthropy or charity as might reason· ' 
ably be expected_ Though private wealth in India is not widely distributed, 
it~ tot'll volume is considerable_ If Englishmen in all parts of the world can 
be found, as they have been found, twice in three years, willing to contribute 
-enormous sums for the relief of India, on the sole ground that its people are the 
suffering fellow-subjects of the same Queen, it surely behoves the more affluent 
of the Native community not to lag behind in the succour of those who are of 
their own race and creed. 

The collections from abroad have amounted to lOR lakhs, as against 
137 lakhs in ] 896-97. The United Kingdom's contribution of 88t lakhs 
~ompares indifferently with its contribution of 123 lakhs in 1896-97, but in 
the circumstAnces of the year it is a noble g-ift. The City of Glasgow has been 
especially generous, with a donation of 8t lakhs, and Liverpool with 4t, in 
addition to neady 16 lakhs from the rest of Lancashire. Australasia has given 
nearly eight lakhs in ))lace of the two lakhs sent in 1896-97. The Straits 
Settlements, Ceylon, and Hon~ Kong, have also been extremely generous_ Even 
Chinese native officials have collected handsome 8ums on behalf of the fund_ 
The liberal donation of Germany at the instigation of the Emperor has already 
been publicly acknowledged. Finally, the United Sttttes of America, both 
through direct contributions to the fund, and by means of privately distributed 
gifts of money and grain, have once more shown their vivid sympathy with 
Englaud's mission and with India's need.. _ 

I pass to the mode in which the Famine Fnnd has been distributed. The 
formation of the fund was accompanied by two announcements; the one, that 
in the distribution of the money the four objects of relief recogni~ed in 1896-97 
would be adhered to ~ the other. that the clnims of the Native States would be -
fully considered. These principles have been faithfully adhered to by the 
Central Committee.. Until the detailed expenditure accounts of the Local 
()ommittees are received, we cannot accurately state the distribution under the' 
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several headings. But we know approximately that of 137"lakhs allotted by 
the Central Committee, III lakhs have been for cattle and seed and subsistence 
to cultivators. The allotments to Native States aggregate nearly 50 lakhs of 
rupees. The allotments to Hajputana alone amount to 22 lakhs. Measured by 
the population of the distressed areas, Rajputana has thus been not less. 
generously treated than the Central Provinces. In the case of wealthy States 
like Gwalior, Hyderabad and Baroda, the Central Committee have restricted 
their grants to suc)1 amounts as the Political Officers have thought it expedient 
to ask for. Speaking generally, the grants made in Native territory have far 
exceeded the expectations of the rulers or their subjects. The gratitude of the 
latter has been expressed in homely and touching phrase. "If the English had 
not sent us this money, the thread of our lives would have been broken." 
" These are not rupees which have come over the sea, they are the water of life." 
" We have heard of the generosity of HatimBai, but we have tasted that of the 
Great Queen." How timely was the arrival of this charity, and how much it 
meant is seen in scores of affecting incidents. "Now I have got through to the 
other side," said a poor cultivator, with tears in his eyes, to the English officer
who had given him a few rupees to buy' fodder for his ,famished bullocks. 
There is ample evidence that this gratitude is of an enduring nature. Some of 
the happiest memories of famine-officers are those of unexpected visits from men 
who had been helped back to their old life by grants of seed and bullocks, and 
who returned after many days to again acknowledge the value of the gift. Nor
should the self-respect which in not a few cases stood between a needy 'person 
and the prof erred gift, or the scrupulous regard which led to its return ber.ause 
it might be misapplied, be overlooked. From Rajputana comes an old world 
tale of a Rajput Chief, dwelling in his bare house among his destitute tenants, 
who distributed among the latter the grant alloted to his village, but refused 
any gift for himself--" I am a Rahtor. I could not take charity "--and who 
with difficulty was induced to take a small loan. From Rajputana also comes. 
the story of the man who was given a little money to convey his family and 
himself to a relief-work because he said that he had no means of feeding them 
on the way, but who came back and returned the gift because, as he said, he had 
not spoken the truth, since he had five goats which he could kill, one each day, 
eating part of the flesh, and selling the remain~er. It is these incidents which 
lead one to hope that this great national charity has not been misplaced, but has 
been received in the spirit in which it has been offered. ' 

In a famine campaign which has lasted for so long, and has provided so' 
many opportuniti.es for chivalry and self-sacrifice, it would not be difficult, but it 
might be invidious, to select any names for special mention. Numerous cases of 
devotion, amounting to the loftiest heroism, have been brought under my notice. 
I have heard of Englishmen dying at their posts without a murmur. I have 
seen cases where the entire organisation of a vast area and the lives of thousands 
of beings, rested upon the 'shoulders of a single individual, labouring on in 
silence and solitude, while his bodily strength was fast ebbing away. I have 
known of Natives, who, mspired by this example, have thrown themselves with 
equal ardour into the struggle, and have uncomplainingly laid down their lives
for their countrymen. Particularly must I mention the noble efforts of the 
missionary agencies of various Christian denominations. If ever there was an 
occasion ,in which their local knowledge and influence :were likely to be of valuer 
and in which it WIlS open to them to vindicnte the highest standards of their 
beneficent calling, it was here; and strenuously and faithfully have they 
performed the task. 

From this record of the past I will now turn for a few mome~ts. to ~he
future. After the sombre picture that I have been compelled to draw, It IS WIth 
no small relief that we may contemplate the existing situation and ou~look_ 
The monsoon was late in coming, but it has lingered long; and, except m the 
Eastern parts of the Bombay Dekkan, where I hear of crops withering from the 
prematur.e cessation of the rains, of a poor kharif, and of anxious prospf'cts, ~he 
outlook IS everywhere promising. The early autumn crops are already bemg 
harvested, and p~ices are steadily falling back to their accustomed l~vel. A 
good cotton crop 18 on the grOUnd, and, a~ the cotton crop of IndIa IS worth 
thirteen millions sterling in an average year, its impor-tance to the agriculturist 
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will be readily understood. Preparations for the winter crops are being 
actively made, and tbere is every expectation that the sowings in many parts 
will be unusually large, and will be made in the most favourable circumstances .. 
A good wiuter harvest means cash to the farmer, as a O"ood autumn harvest 
means cheap and abundant food to the poore.t classes. If we have the good 
fortune to see our anticipations realised, next year should witness the export 
trade in agricultural pl'oduce again revive, and the import trade exp:1nd with, 
the improvement in the purchasing power of the people. 

That the famine· smitten tracts will at once, or speedily, lose the marks of 
the ordeal through which they have passed is not to be expected. The rapidity 
of the recovery will depend upon many circumstILnces-upon the vimlity and 
stout·heartedness of the tillers of the soil, upon the degree of their indebtedness, 
upon the goodness or badness of the next few seasons, upon the extent to which 
their cattle have perished, and, not least, upon the liberality, in respect of 
revenue remission, of the Government. As regards the loss of stock, our latest 
reports are more encouraging than at one time we could have foreseen, .and 
justify us in the belie~ that, if the seasons be propitious, recuperation will be 
more rapid than might at first sight be deemed likely. In olden:- times, after a 
famine Buch as we have experienced, the districts would have been depopulated, 
and the land would have lain waste for a generation for lack of hands to till it. 
There may be isolated tracts in the jungles and mountain fastnesses of Central 
India and Hajputana, where the approaching census will reveal a melancholy 
decrease of population. But, treating India as a whole, neither in native smtes. 
nor in British territory is the widespread and lasting desolation which followed 
tve· footsteps of a famine a hundred ago any longer within the bounds of 
possibility. The standard of humanity has risen with the means of combating 
the peril; and, in pruportion as the struggle has been arduous, so are its after
effects mitigated. 

I have alluded to the attitude of Government. In so far as generosity in 
respect of advances ·of loans, of suspensions, and, most of all, of remissions, is 
concerned, the figures that I have previously given will have shown that on our 
part there has been no hanging b9.ck. Our first objfct has hitherto been to pull 
the sufferers through. OU1' first object now is to start them again with 
reasonable chances iu the world. Behind these two objects lies the further and 
binding duty of profiting by the lessons that the famine has taught. it will 
not do for us to sit still until the next famine comes, and then bewail 'the 
mysteries of Providence. A famine is a natural visimtion in its origin; but. it 
is, 'or should be, a very business-like proceeding when once it has started. There 
are many subjects into which we shall require to make caFeful enquiry, and an 
investigation into which we have already suggested to the Secretary of Smte. 
We shall want to compare the variou~ relief-systems and their results as prac
tised in the different provinces; to see in what respeet our codes are faulty, 
where they are too rigid, and where they are too lax; to still further investigate 
the vexed question of large works as against small works, and of relief-concen
tration as against relief-dispersion. We shall have to examine the rival merits 
of relief·esmblishments, and of unconditional gratuitous relief when the rains 
break. We must consider how far sudden and exces~ive mortality is ·to be 
explained or prevented. We must ascermin the best means of bringing home 
relief, in the form of revenue remissions and suspensions, with the greatest 
promptitude and directness to the people. We must investigate and report upon 
the various public works that have been undertaken in the course of the recent 
famine, and must provide for the execution of a cuntinuous programme of 
preventive works in the future. 

In this connection I would remind my hearers th",~ the last Famine Com
mission in their report devoted much attention to the matter. Unfortunately, 
the recent famine came upon ,us before their recommendations had had time to 
bear fruit; and in the rush and hurry of the overwhelming calamity of the past 
'year, works had often to be improvised, so to speak, in a moment, to meet the 
demands of a particular area, whether the work was or was not likely to be of 
permauent value. Against this danger we shall require to guard by insisting 
upon the methodical preparation of district programmes, and upon the formation 
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of provincial branches, t6 be charged with this special duty. Railway ea~thwork 
has been pretty well exhausted for the present_ More roads exist than can be 
properly kept up. But there are few parts of the country where works for the 
storage of water are not practicable. They may. not, probably will not, be 
directly remunerative. But if such a work will conduce to greater security of 
~he crops, and if it can be maintained at a moderate cost, it is just the sort of 
work which shodd be taken up or kept in hand for an emergency. No direct 
programme of relief should be considered complete until every possible 
irrigation or water storage scheme in the district has been examined, until a 
definite opinion has been come to as to its practicability and utility; and until 
detailed plans and estimates have been prepared for every accepted scheme. 
Such works will not fall within the category of the vast productive irrigation
projects such as have been executed in many parts of India. These are only 
possible amid certain physical surroundings, in the alluvial plains of the Punjab 
and the North-Western Provinces, in the deltaic tracts of Madras ami. Sind, and 
within the dry zone of Burma. All the possible schemes of this character are 
well known, and are gradually being undertaken. Tank storage again is not 
everywhere practicable. It is often found impossible to construct new tanks. 
without injuring those already in existence; there is risk of water-logging the 
soil ; and the water-supply is apt to fail altogether and to run dry at the very 
moment when it is most wanted, namely, in time of famine. Nor are the 
average results of works of this description tbat have already been calTied out 
very favourable. It is possible to reclaim land for cultivation at a cost that is 
too heavy. On the other hand it would seem that the underground storage of 
water might be more widely and systematically Undertaken, and that a more 
generous policy might be adopted towards the construction of wells. All these 
are matters which we should investigate and set on foot before the next famine 
comes. The annual rainfall of India we can neither regula.te or forecast. The 
social habits of the people we cannot alter in a decade, or in a g<meration. But, 
if we can neither prevent nor cure, at least we can dQ a good deal by way of 
precaution. 

There is one recommendation that was made by the last Famine Commis
sion which should, I think, be of value to us in our policy of preparation, 
inasmuch as it has since received the sanction of the Secretary of State. This 
was the proposal that the cost qf investigating and preparing new projects 
falling into the class of protective works should form a charge a!!"ainst the 
annual Famine Grant. Hitherto such preliminary outlay has been chargeable 
to the ordinary Public Works head of the Provincial Budget, and this has no 
doubt deterred the Provincial Governments in the past from expending money 
in investigating projects for canals and irrigation reservoirs, which might prove, 
on examination, to be impracticable, and which, even if practicable, would have 
to stand over indefinitely until requirea for purposes of famine-relief. There 
are other respects in which I think that the Famine Grant might be tl,lrned to 
better account in carrying out its original object than is at present the case;. 
but I have not time to deal with them now. 

I must apologise to Council for having detained them so long. But a 
famine such as we ha,'e lately experienced is not an every day or an every year 
occurrence. It cannot be met with a sigh, or dismissed with a shudder. It is 
a terrible incident, an abiding landmark, in the history of the Indian people. 
As such, its management and its study impose a heavy responsibility upon 
those of us who are charged with the government of this great dependency. lIt 
is with the object of demonstrating to the Indian public that in the administra
tion of the recent famine we have not been unworthy of our trust, and that this 
year of strnin and suffering will not have passed by without our profiting by its 
lessons, that I have made this speech. . 
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EXTRACT FROM FINANCIAL STATEMENT made by 

the Honourable Sir E. FG. Law, K.C.M.G., in the, 

Governor-General's Legislative Council held at Calcutta 

on 20th March, 1901. 

During the past financial year this great Indian Empire has been suffering 
from an appalling calamity, quite U1iprecedented, I think, in the recent history 
of any country on the globe's surface. Not only have we been the victims of a 
famine of extraordinary severity, the inevitable outcome of the ~Iy cessation of 
the rains in the year 1899, but to the consternation of aU men, responsible for, 
or interested in, the welfare of the millions of agricultural population, the 
coming of the periodical rains, required to refresh the thirsty soil and restore the 
fecundity of mother-earth, was so delayed last season, that the trials of the long 
suffering populations weI'e prolonged in the most distressins- and unexpected 
manner, . But this was not all. In addition. to the calamIty of famine, the 
plague pestilence is still with Uil, and the terrible list of its victims is daily to 
be counted in the official returns from the plague-stricken districts, And this 
too weighs heavily on the resources of the country, 

The Government of India has followed with the keenest anxiety the 
-course and results of these awful afHictions, so entirely beyond its control, 
and it has re".ognised with profound admiration the splendid spirit with 
which millions of Bufferers, have faced the calamities from which they were 
powerless to escape. 

The suffering condition of our fellow-subjects has 'been brouO'ht home to us, 
in the most incisive manner, through the continued and heart-ren~ing appeals for 
assistance which have reached the Government of India. It is however my duty, 
and a happy duty, to state that, under the instructions of the Secretary of State 
and the Government of India, all such appeals have been considered by the 
Departments concerned, in a most liberal spirit, and no single appeal examined 
in that spirit by the competent authorities, has remained unsatisfied, The 
national purse and national credit have been freely placed at the disposal of all 
whose genuine distress might, it was hoped, be relieved by the prompt 
-expenditure of money. 

Such has been the spirit guiding our action, and it now falls to my duty to 
state the cost of our gigantic undertaking. 

To count it with any approximation to accuracy is impossible, for it is not 
the direct expenditure of money which alone is involved: there has been an 
expenditure of life, health and energy "Of thenumemus Government servants, 
both European and Native, who, have nobly done their duty in facing. the storm: 
in addition to the direct cost, of gratuitous famine reli ef and relief works, of 
remissions of taxation, of agricultural loans, of loans to assist afHicted Native 
States, of provision of medical assistance, and of special payments to famine 
,officers; there has also been the indirect cost of loss of revenue, both as regards 
lImd revenue and miscellaneous taxes, and the incalculable, but probably still 
greater future cost of checked economic development. 

We can fairly count the direct cost; the indirect cost must necessarily 
,escape accurate calculation, 
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The following are ~he principal items of direct loss and expenditure :-

Famine relief ... 

Remis.ion. and Su.pensions of Land Revenue aud Provincial Rate. 

Compenoation for dearness of provisions and other charge •••• 

Total ••. ... 

In addition to the above, we have provided :-

Loans to Native States 

Special Agricultural Advances 

Total ... 

6,33,76,000 

1,47,16,000 

66,03,000 

8,46,95,000 

Ro. 

4,11,00,000 

1,42,00,{)()() 

5,53,00,000 

.This is an appalling total, but the calamity was also appalling.' And the 
tale is not yet told. Expenditure will continue in the coming year. Alr·eady 
we have been called upon to provide approximately a crore for direct famine 
expenditure in.the coming year, chiefly in Bombay, and we have been obliged 
to allot 164~ lakhs as grants-in-aid to Provincial Revenues, to restore financial 
equilibrium, thrown out of balance by famine and plague requirements. 

It has been a serious and responsible task to meet all these heavy demands, 
but, thanks to the recuperative power of the country, directly due to the frugal 
habits and industry of the people, the task has been accomplished, and the 
Government of India can say with no inconsiderable satisfaction, that, with the 
aid of the ruled, the Rulers have done their duty, and the results have been such 
as to leave a memorable record in the history of mankind. 
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IV. 

LABOUR SUPPLY AS AFFECTED BY 

FAMINE RELIEF. 

No. 173. 

Letter/rom the Honourable Mr. Donald Smeaton, Honorary Secretary, Indian 
Famine Charitable Relief Fund, 1900, to the Secretary to the GOl'ernment 
0/ India, Department of Revenue and A,qriculture, No. 49, dated Calcutta, 
the 1st March, 1900. 

I am requested by the Executive Committee of the Indian Famine 
Charitable Relief Fund, 1900, to forward, for the information of the 
Government of India, copy of 'a letter received from Messrs. Bird & Co., on the 
subject of Government and charitable relief, and its effect on the supply of 
labour. 

Enclo&ure in No. 173. 

Letter from Messrs. Bird <t Co., to the Honourable, Mr. D. Smeaton, C.S.I., 
No. 1542 B., dated Calcutta, the 28th February, 1900. 

W, have subscribed Rs. 3,000 to the Famine Fund, 1900, but we consider 
it very questionable whether this method of administering relief is wise. 'We 
are told that at Delhi it is impossible to obtain labour at ordinary rates, as the 
people prefer to be relieved gratuitously. During the whole of 1899 our jute 
mills here were short of labour, and such labour as we had was impudent and 
independent. The wages earned in mills here amount to Rs. 0-12-0 to Re. 1 
daily. Our collieries also are chronically short of labour, and the above wages 
also obtain there. As large employers of unskilled labour on railways, it is our 
experience that wages are steadily rising and labour is becoming more and more 
Rcarce and difficult to procure, 

2. Under these circumstances it appears to us that facilities and 
encouragement should be afforded to labour to migrate and seek for work in 
oentres where labour is in demand" rather than to 8ubscribe funds which are 
devoted to feed people gratuitously. We have heard it stated that the people 
who have come to know that relief can be obtained when they have no crops 
IIore beCl>ming unwilling to go to the trouble of cultivating, but we cance: 
vouch for this statement. " , ' 

1066& 3 R I 
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No. 174. 
Circular letter from T. W. Holderness, Esq., C.S.!., Secretary to the 

GOl'ernment of India, to (1) The ,Glief Secretary to the Government of 
Bombay (Famine); (2) The Cf1-ief Secretary to the Government of the 
Punjab; (3) The Chief Commissioner of the Central Provinces; (4) The 
llesident, l:fyderfLbad; (5) The Chief CommiBsioner, .Ajmer.,Meru:arrz, 
No. 474 F., dated Calcutta, the 10th JJ/arch, 1900. 

1'( 1~ sni (2') for the consideration of 
I am directed to forward (1 th~ Governor in qouncil, , L (2 HIS Honour the Lleutenant·Governor 

( 3), (1,), (5) for your consideration, 
a copy of a communication concerning the'effect of the State system of famine 
relief on the labour supply of the country, which has been forwarded to the 
Government of India by the Honourary Secretary, Indian Famine Charitable 
Relief Fund, 1900, with his letter, No. 49, daied. the 1st March, 1900. 

2. I am to ask that, after careful inquiry from the railway authorities 
and from other local employers of labour, the Government of India may be 
informed whether there is any reason to believe that the relief works are 
interfering with the supply of laDour, lind whether anything has been or can be 
done to prevent this contingency, and to assist private employers of' laliour to 
obtain it on reasonable terms. At the same time I am to request thllt it may 
be ascertained whether the employers of unskilled labour have raised their 
wages in consequence of the enha.nced prices now ClllTent. 

No. 175. 
Letter from R. H. Craddock, Esq., LC.S.,Ckier Secretary to the Chid 

Commissioner, Central Provinces, to the Secretary to the Government oj 
India, Department of Revenue and Agriculture, No. 1272-F., dated 
Paahmarlti, the 3rd ]J[aYi 1900. ' 

I am directed to acknowledge receipt of your Circular, No. 2-90-3, 
dated 10th March last, regarding the effect of the Str.te system of famine relief 
on the labour supply of the country. The Government of India expressed the' 
desire that careful inquiry should be made from railway authorities and other 
local employers of labour as to whether the relief works have interfered. with 
the sUPlly of labour; and also whether employers of unskilled labour have 
raised their wages in cnnsequence of the enhanced prices now current. 

2. :It seemed to the Officiating Chief Commissioner that this was a matter 
of considerable importance, as it involved, as pointed out by Messrs. Bird & Co., 
the wisdom of the authorised system of sdministeringrelief. He therefore' 
directed that full inqti'ry should be made in every division in the Province. 
And, in refel"ence to your reminder, No. 782 F., dated 21st ultimo, I am to BIIy 
that the cause of (l,('lay in furnishing a reply to your reference was that local 
replies had not bee~ received. The last reached the Officiating Chief Commis
sioner only yesterd.lY. The matter is one to which Mr. Fraser's attention was 
early directed; but he considered it necessary to have definite information from 
every part of the Province before replying to YOllr letter. For, if any part had 
been omitted, the impeachment against the system of famine administration 
would not have been fully met. I am now to proceed to lay before the 
Government of India, for each division in the Province, the information which 
has been received. 

3. In the J ubbulpore Division inquiries were made from the managers of 
the extensive lime works Itt· Mel warn and"thedistrict"engineers of the Great 
Indian Peninsula and East Indian Railways. Ail these employers of labour 
have stated that they have had DO difficulty in obtaining labour in any quantity, 



and that they have not had to raise the rate of wages. The district engineer of{ 
the Great Indian Peninsula Railway; however, adds that" the lower paid work
people, who are in receipt of wages from the Company direct: and do work" 
departmentally, have a grain compensation aHowance which varieS' as" the prices .,. 
of food-graina fluctuate within certain limits." . This is, of course, equiVlllent to: 
a rille in wages. At the same time, he· says, that "the rates paid to_ petty. 
contractors are the same as have Geen in force for many years past, and have' 
not been raised." No report was received from the Indian ·Mid-Iand· Railway. 
But the relief works in its neighbourhood in the Jubbulpore Division were very' . 
few and admission was limited and controlled by tickets. So there ean hllA'e' 
been no competition with the employers of private labour. 

4. In the N erbudda Division the district engineer of the Great Indian. -
Peninsula Railway replies in precisely the same terms as have beeIl. above. 

, quoted regarding work in the Jubbulpore Division. The reply to the reference 
made to the authorities of the Indian Midland Railway has not been received. 
But it need not be awaited, as the bulk of the work on the small'portion 
(12 miles) of that railway which falls within the Hoshangabad District is being' 
carried out by famine labour. The experience of all other private ~mployers of. 
labour appears to have been precisely similar, with one exception, The' 
manager of tbe Nerbudda Coal and Iron Company in October last, reported' 
that his unskilled labourers were 'leaving the mines for tbe famine relief works, 
although the Company was paying considerably bigher wages than those 
prevailing at the relief works. The Government ot India will easily tmderstand 
that labour in the mines is not popular with natiye labourers. At the 'same 
time the relief works were not opened to 'supply labourers to those for whQm 
private employment was availa.ble. As soon, thel'efore, as the complai'llt was 
received, orders were issned that such persons were to be sent back from the 
works. This was .done, and no complaints of the kind have since been received: . 

5. In the Nagpur Division inquiries were made from the district engii:l.aers 
of the Great Indian Peninsula and. Bengal-Nagpur Railway, from the manager· 
of the Empress Mills and from Rao Bahadur Rajaram Dixit, the most important 
contractor in the Division, as well as from small employers of labour. The 
district engineer of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway (~Ianmar) replied that 
he " had no difficulty in obtainipg the usual labour anywhere along the Nagpur 
line.. The Government relief works do not draw our men away; and' tb 
present rate of wages is not higher than norma!.:' He added that all permanent 
labourers drawing less than Rs. 13 per mensem receive grain compensation; 
but" other men we employ on temporary jobs, such as earthwork, &c., we pay' 
at the normal rate without grain compensation." The manager of the Empress 
Mills replied that" the relief works started-in..Nagp= .have not at all interfered 
with the supply of labour, which we .are, in these, famine times, able to obtain 
somewhat cheaper than we used to do befor.e. We used to pay three annAS a 
day to an unskilled male labourer, wliilewe pay him now two annas to two 
annas six pice a day." Rao Bahndur Rajaram Dixit and the other contractors 
cons~~d give similar evidence that they have experienced no di fficulty in, 
obtammg labour at normal rates. . . 

6. The evidence of the District Engineer, Bengal-Na"op1lll' Railway 
(Kamptee), is, however, to'the opposite effect. He alone has any complaint to 
make. He writes: "It is undoubtedly a fact that unskilled labour has not 
only gone up in price, but it is most difficult to get. In ordinary years we can 
get as many coolies for pumping and gang work as we require withom tile; 
slightest difficulty Itt a rate of Its. 6 per month. In .1898 our gangmellwere 
getting Rs. ii-8 to Rs. 6 per month, and pumpers Rs. 6. This yerur al~. 
ganglllen get from Rs. 6-8 to Rs. 7, and pumpers B.s. 7 to R&. 8. ~'urthen, 
such labour as can be obtained is most independent; and should fanlt be 
found, t~e labourer at once leaves the work. Coolies for tempol"l\ry work are 
most difficult to ~et ; and I ~ve been paying contractors as much aR five 
annas'l1 day for daIly labour agamst a rate (ilf three and a half a.nnas last year. 
I aln led to believe, from my enquiries, that the present high rate of coolies 
and the difficulty in obtaining them is due to the famine relief works.'" This 
is an unfortunate experience, into which it has been impos>ible for the 
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Officiating Chief Commissioner to make more detailed inquiries. Mr. Fraser 
is aware that labour in Nagpur and Kamptee is very" independent"; that 
pumping work is hard and unpopular, and that there has been (owing to 
sca.rcityof water) more demand for pumping than usual. But he is unable to 
explain how the experience of the district engineer of the Bengal·Nagpur 
differs so completely from that of his neighbour in the same division on the 
Great Indian Peninsula Railway. It may be due to the conditions of labour 
under the former being less attractive, perhaps because he does not give grain 
compensation allowance even to permanent labourers. It will be found that 
Chhattisgarh experience affords some explanations of this complaint. 

7. In the Chhattisgarh Division inquiries were made from the engineer 
in charge of the Raipur-Dhamtari Railway, the District Engineer, Bengal. 
Na~ur Railway (Bilaspur), the Assistant Engineer on the same railway at 
Ralpur, and Messrs. Shaw, Wallace & Co., of the cotton mills at Raj 
Nac.dgaon. All these employers of labour state that they have no complaint 
to mltke; that the famine relief works have not interfered with the supply of 
unskilled labour; and that it has not been found necessary to raise the wages 
of unskilled labour in consequence of the enhanced prices now current. Both 
the Di~trict Engineer and the Assistant Engineer of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway, 
however, in the course of their replies, make an allusion to pumping work, 
which is of interest in connection with the complaint of the district engineer on 
the same line at Kamptee. They say that they have no trouble in getting any 
labour they want "at the usual rates, with the exception of pumpers; whose 
work is particularly hard just now on account of the heavy traffic. So their 
wages have been raised." Perhaps, if the District Engineer at Kamptee had 
made equally intelligent inll.uiry about the labourers in his employment, he 
would have discovered the local \\nd temporary causes for the unpopularity of 
certain work to be quite apart from the alleged competition of famine relief works. 

8. The Officiating Chief Commissioner considers that the practically 
unanimous opinion of the private employers of labour throughout the Province 
tllat the famine relief works have not interfered with the supply of unskilled: 
labour is very satisfactory. It is evidence of no small value that famine labour 
has not been mude too attractive. In this matter, as the Government of India 
are aware, Mr. Fraser has made every effort to give effect t<> the. views which he 
loyally shares with them. I am only to add: that the authorities of all the 
Railways running through the Province have rendered cordial assistance to. the 
Central Provinces AdministratioR in giving work to famine labourers wherever 
possible. And they have also realised generally that the Ad.ministration has 
been always ready to help them in every way possible. 

No. 176: 

Lette,. from Lieurenant-Colonel W. H. C. Wyllie, C.I.E., Officiatin.q Chief 
Commissioner, Ajmer-llferwara, to the Secretary to the Government 0/ 
India, Department of Ret'enue and AgriL'Ulture, No. 20M-F., dated Abu, 
the Srd May, I !lOO. . 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your Circular No. 2-90-3, 
dated the 10th March, 1900, forwarding a copy of a communication concerning 
the. effect of the State system of famine relief on the labour supply of the 
country, and to inform you that I have consulted the Commissioner of Ajmer 
and the Superintending Engineer as regards the result of their experience. 

2. At the beginning of the famine when relief operations were not so well 
organized as they are now and the issue of gratuitous relief especially was 
a.dministe!'ed on an nnnecessarily liberal scale, complaints were made by the 
railway authorities that some of their menial workers had been tempted to 
throw up tneir regular employment. Such complaints are 1l0W no longer heard. 
The Commissioner reports that the supply of labour is in no way interfered 
vith by the Government relief works. 
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The Famine Commissioner during his tours made enquiries on this point 
from the owners and managers of cotton mills. Most of these were closed for 

.the greater part of the cold weather, but in one instance the manager complained 
of the constant applications for employment he was unable to grant. 

, 3. In Rajputana in its present stage of development there is a quite 
inconsidenhle demand for industrial labour, so that the problem raised in 
Messr •. Bird <10. Co:g communication is of little practical account. There is no 
industry in the province of such dimensions and importance as to be affected by 
famine relief operations in this way. 

No. 177. 
Letter jrom E. H. Blakesley, Esq., Secretary for Berar to the Resident at 

Hyderabad, to the Secretary to the Government oj India, l}epartment oj 
Revenue and A,qriculture, No. 193, dated Hyderabad Residency, the. 8th 
.Yay, 1900. 

I am directed to refer to your circular letter No. 2-90-3, dated the 10th 
March, 1900, and to Mr. Tucker's subsequent letter, No. 784 F., dated the 21st 
April, 1900, regarding the effect of the State system of famine relief upon the 
labour supply of the country. ' 

2. In reply I am to say that, so far as Berar is concerned, relief works are 
not interfering with the supply of labour, and that private employers of 
unskilled labour have not raised their wages. 

No. 178. 

Lettel/rOtlt ./. Monteath, Esq., C.S.I., r C.?; Chiej Secretary ,to the Government 
o Bombay, to the Secretar,'1' to the Uovernment oj India, Department oj 

, Revenue and Agriculture, No. ltI6·P., dated Poona, the 14th .Tu,,!e, 1900. 

I am now directed to reply to your circular letter, No. 2.90-3, dated 10th 
March last, 011 the subject of the effect of the State system of the famine relief 
on the labour supply of the country. The Agents of all railways open or under 
construction within the limits of the Bombay Presidency have been consulted, 
and such enquiries as are possible have been made with regard to the labour, 
required by private employers. 

2. In February last the Engineer.in-Charge of the Amalner-Jalgaon section 
of the Great Indmn Peninsula Railway, reported that he could not obtain 
sufficient labour for some works he had in hand. But the Chief Engineer states' 
that steady employment could not be given, and it was only natural that people 
on relief works should be disinclined to leave them for temporary employment. 
'Moreover, the Collector was able, on being so directed, to arrange for the supply 
of all the labour required on the railway. It is now reported that the system of 
daily payment8, which has been made general in the Panch Mahals, is drawing 
labourers away from the Anand-Godhra and Godhra-Rutlam branches of the 
BO?lbaf Baroda and Central India Railway, These are the only instances in 
winch there has been any allegation made to Government, or to officeI'll of 
Government, that the system of State relief has interfered with the supply of 
laoour. ' It is reported that people are employed by private individuals in 
Ahmedak.d in drawing carts on smaller wages than can be earned on relief 
works, nnd that both in Gujnrat and the Deccan private employment is preferred 
but tit jll"espnt the, demnncl is ,'ery small. 
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s. On none of the railways have wages been increased on account of high 
prices, but on the main line of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway grain 
. compensation is given to all classes of labourers; on the Southern Mahratta 
Railway it has been given only to the permanent staff. Throughout Gujarat 
the money wages given by private employers are said to be below the normal 
'rates, and it is reported that in the Deccan districts lower wages are given by 
pmvate employers than can be earned on relief works. 

No. 179. 

Letter from A. H. Diack, Esq., RevenueanrlFinancial Secretary to Government, 
Punjab, to the Secretary to the Government of india, Department of 
Revenue and Agri~ldture, No. 971, dated Simla, the 6th July, 1900. 

In reply to your letter No. 2-90~3, dated the 10th March, 1900, 
. regarding the effect of the State 

1. From Commissioner, Delhi, No 256, dated system of famine relief on the 
lith May, 1900. .. labour-;mpply of the c~untry, I 

2. From CommIssIoner, Jullundur, No. 2058, am directed to fi rw d fi th 
dated 14th :M"y, 1900 (and enclosures). . . . 0 ar,· or e 

3. From Commissioner, Rawalpindi, No. 2321, mformation of the Government of 
dated 16th June, 1900 (and enclosures). India, copies of the letters noted 

~. ~rom Secretary to, Government, Punj .. b, in the margin, and to say that a 
IrrIgation Department, :So. 0327L, dated the reply' from the Commissioner of 
12th June. 1900. 

5. From :Manager, North Western Railway. I,ahore, who has been consulted 
No. 998 F., dated 19th June, 1900. on the subject, will be submitted 

6. From Chief Engineer, Punjab, Public as soon as received. 
Works Department, No. 410 S., dated 21st June, 
1900. 

7. Extracts from Report on the working of the 
Dandot Colliery for the half-year ending 
31st December, 1899. 

2. It is clear from these 
papers that the relief measures 
undertaken in the Punjab have 
not so far interfered with the 

supply of ordinary labour, but have rather tended to increase the supply and 
to bring down wages, the latter tendency, however, being modified by the 
presence of relief works. Thus, in the annual report of the Dandot CcIliery, 
labour is 'reported to have come in more freely than usual, but "the knowledge 
that they could get work. on the famine relief works seemed to make the miners 
fBirly independent of the Colliery," and this is also referred to in the letter of 
the Manager, North-Western Railway, which is among the enclosures of this 
letter. 011 the other hand, in the case of a test work in the-vicinity of Khewra, 
when a change in the conditions of the work had made the piece-work rates too 
high, and they were reduced, a number of labourers immediately left for the 
salt mines. 

Enclosure 1 in No. 179. 

Letter from tlte Honourable Mr. H. C. Fanshawe, Commission~r and Super
, intendent, Delhi Division, to tlte Revenue and Financial Secretary to 

Government, Punjab, No. 256, dated the 5th May, 1900. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your endorsement No. 481 
of the 28th March, 1900, communicating the Government of India inquiry as to 
whether there is any reason to believe that our relief works are interfering with 
th~ suppl:r of lllbo~lr, and also whether the employer.s of unskilled labour have 
raIsed their wages III consequence of the enhanced prices now current. 
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2. The Deputy Commissioners of Delhi, Hi~sar, and Karnal have, at my 
request, made the necessary inquil'ies from the Railway and from contractors, ' 
and also from the Irrigation Department, and all the reports show that the relief 
works have not in any way affected the ordinary labour-supply, and thnt in no 
mae has it been found necessary to raise the wages of unskilled labourers in 
consequence of the scarcity in order to keep them off of relief works. 

Enclosure 2 in No. 179. 

Lftter/rom Alexander Audersoll, Esq., C.LE., Commissioner and Superintendent, 
J,dlundur Division, to the Revenue and Pinancial Secretary to GtnJernment, 
Punjab, .Yo. 20M!, dated the 14th May, 1900. 

In reply to your endorsement No. 481, dated 28th March last, in which' 
1 was requested to have the inquiry suggested by the Government of India, as 
to the effect of the State system of famine relief upon the labour-supply of the 
country, mnde by selected Deputy Commissioners, from local .employers of, 
labour, I have the honour to forward a copy of the replies received from the 
Deputy Commissioners of Ludhiana and l<'erozepore, the Engineer-in-Chief, 
Ludhiana-Dhuri-Jakhal Railway, and the Superintendent, Maler Kotla State, 
who were consulted by me. 

2. In this Division there have been no relief works properly so called, 
and it is therefbre not possible to supmit an opinion ba~ed on experience. 
There has been no increase in the rates of wages for ordinary unskilled labour 
arising from the enhanced prices. Many people have been thrown on the 
general labour market by the famine, and their competition for labour would 
naturally keep prices down. 

Annexure 1. 

Letter from the Engi "",,,.-in-Chief, Ludhiana-Dh,.,.i-J akhal Railway, to the Commis
sioner and Superintendent, Jullundur Division, No. 2335, dated the 7th April, 1900. 

With reference to yonr endorsement No. 92/1476, dated 4th instant, I have the 
honour to inform you that there has been no dearth of labonr on this Railway, and that as 
far as I can judge the wages of unskilled labour are no higher than in normal years. The 
earth-work (which i8 now practically eompleted) having been done by cont .... ct, I cannot 
state what the actual wages paid to the labourera have been,. but judging from the rate at 
which we have been able to get it done (i.e., Rs. 2--4--0 % for bank up tfJ 5 feet high ill 
ordinary soft soil), I should be inclined to think that the wages have. if anything, ruled 
rather lower than nsual in this district. 

Annexure II. 

Letter from 7'. Jim"r, E"guil", Dep'uty Commis.ioner, Ferozepore. to the Commissioner 
and Superintendent, Junl'ndur Division, No. 234, dated the 23rd April, 1900. . . 
I have the honour to report, in reply to your Circular endorsement No. 92/1476 of 

the 4th instant, that from enquiries made I find that the system of famine relief has had 
no effect on the labour-supply in this district. 

I herewith enclose .. copy of Lala Kashi Ram, Honorary Secretary, FamineRelief 
Committee, Ferozepore City's letter on the subject. 

Annexure III. 

Letter frum Lala K~"" Ram, Secretary, Famine Relief Fund COllimittse, FBrOZepor., 
to the Deputy Clllllmi •• ;u".,.. '<e7"Ozepore, datal the 19th April, 1900. 

'In compliance with your endorsement No. 844, dated the 10th instant, forwarding 
copy of the Government of India Circular No. 2-90-3, dated the 10th March, 1900, with 
copy of enclosure, I have t.he honour to report that I do not think that the high prices. 
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have raised the ;Wag~s of labour. During the last winter in my experience the wages have 
been lower than in the normal seasons. Earthwork, which nsed to be given at Re. '0-2--0 
or Rs. 0-2-6 per 100 cubic feet were done at Re. 0-1-6, and daily wages feU' to Re. 0-2--0 
and Re. 0-2-6 instead of Re. O~'l-O a day. On the approach of the crop season the wages 
have risen only very slightly, while in normal years in these days labour used to be scarce 
except' for cutting the crops. At the ginning factories with which'I am connecte,i, the 
immigrants for famine could not be employed. The wages there have remained 
unaltered. 

Annexure IV. 

Letter from W. A. LeRossignol, Esq" Dep1t~1I Cummissione,', Uudhiana, to IheCommis· 
.ioner and Superintendent, Jullundu,' Division, No. 225, dated the 261h Ap,·a, 1900. 

With reference to your Circular endol'sement No. 921476, dated 4th instant, and its 
enclosure. on the subject of effect of famine relief works on the labour-supply of the 
country, I have the honour to report that no famine relieLworks are in progress in this 
district, and private employers of lahour have consequently no diffioulty in obtaining it at 
the usual rate.. The rates of wages have not i'ncreased in tbis district owing to high prices 
of grain. 

Annexure V. 

Lett", frmn the Superintendent, Mal,,· Kolla State, to the Crnmni88ione7' and Super. 
intendent, Jullundur Division, No. 229, dated the 29th April, 1900. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Circular endorsement No. 92/1476, 
dated the 4th instant, with its ,endosures, asking my views on the effect of relief works 
Ilpon the supply of labour. 

2. In answer 1 i!eg to inform you that the relief works would not, in any way, 
inlerfere with the supply of labour. Evenia,iaI'ge to-WDS and cities, where there are large 
Railway stores aud godowns, mills and manufactories, labour is in great demand on 
different rates, as such factories are always worked by special or professional labourers 
who know more of the work than any other stranger. Had famine·stricken people been 
employed in their place to carry out the same work, they would nQt prove themselves so 
useful, because th,ey have no st~ength and acquaintance of that special work going on. 

a. So far as I can conclude, these temporary labourers cannot well undertake the 
permanent works' connected with a factory. To make them snitable for that work will 
l't'quire a little time to enable them to acquaint themselves with it. But on the other hand 
these new labourers can very satisfactorily work on ordinary relief works, such as roads 
or earthworks, digging of tanks, and the like. Consequently those who work on relief 
works are not permanent labourers, subsisting themselves on their regular labour only. 

4. It is possible and true and can be affirmed by enquiry that rates of wages for 
labour in Municipal towns have however risen on account of the dearness of provisions, 
and au increase is sustained, say, of pies in smaller works and of annas in larger ones. I 
should therefore strongly recommend that in case when a famine is declared in aily 
district, the Government may empower the 10cM authorities of that district with sume 
admitted principle to fix rates for all kinds of labour for that locality and to modify in 
them weekly or monthly according to fluctuations in prices of provisions. These rates 
should always be other than those of the Famine Code for relief works. This arrange
ment would, I think, facilitate the supply of labt'nr and would first obtain suitable strong 
labourers for local factories of that district on the aforesaid rates. The rest of the 
labourers to t>e relieved by ordinary relief works on the rates contained in the Famine 
Code. 

Enclosure 3 in No. 179. 

Letter from Lieuterrant·Colonel J. A. L. liontgomery, Commissioner and 
Superintenden~, Rawalpindi Division, to the Revenue and Financial 
Secretary to Government, Punjab, No. 2321-G. /['.25, dated the 16th 
Jun/!, 1901. 

COPIES of the correspondence forwarded with your No. 481, dated 28th 
March, on the effect of the State system of fumine relief on the labour.supply, 
were sent' by me to the Deputy {"om missioners of Sialkot, Rawalpindi and 
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Gujranwala for opinion. No reply has as yet been received from· Rawalpindi, 
but I proceed to give my opinion without further delay. 

2. My experience is that' famine relief has no effect on the supply of 
labour 80 fur as unskilled labour goes. We had test works and famine relief 
works going on in several districts of the Division, but directly contrnct labour 
was opened in the Jhelum Canal the workers flocked to it and abandoned the 
famine works j the reason being that they could earn more there than on the 
famine works. AK a rule ordinary unskilled labour co'uld be had in these parts 
at cheaper rates than usual, because the people were in great straits and were 
ready to accept almost any wages offered them. 

3. I agree with the. Deputy Commissioner of Gujranwala' (Diwan Tek 
Chand) that in this part of the Punjab cultivation is never neglected for the 
famine camps. Whenever there has been any chance of sowing, the agricul· 
turists have immediately gone off to cultivate their lands. 

4. There is not much occasion for the employment. of skilled labour here 
except in the Railway workshops and under officers of the Public Work;s 
Department j and I have heard no complaints of any difficulty in getting 
labourers for such work. In short I should say that during these hard times 
there have been more applicants for b'Oth skilled and unskilled work than 
could be provided for, and the tendency has been towards lower rather than 
higher wages. 

Annexure 1. 

Letie.. from Diwan Tek Ohand, O.S., Deputy Oommissioner, Gujranwala to the 
Oommissioner and Superintendimt, Rawalpindi. Division, No. 133 L.F., dated 
Gujrallwala, 7th May, 1900. 

In compliance with your Circular endorsement No. 58/1411, dated 10th April, 1900, 
calling for opinion on a communication from MesBrs. Bird and Co., of Calcutta to the 
Government of India, regarding the effect on the supply of labour, of the present system 
of famine relief, I have the honour to report that the Executive Committee of the Gujran
wala Famine Charitable Reliof Fund do not subscribe to the views of Messrs. Bird and Co •. 

2. No difficulty has yet been experienced in this district for the supply of unskilled 
labour. On the other hand it is a fact that private capitalists have been engaging labour aD 
less than normal rates during the last six months or so. 

3. The famine dole, especially when strict supervision is exercised in exacting task 
work, is not attractive enough for the able-bodied men of this part of the conntry, and if 
theY can get better wages in private firms or on the railway it seems strange that they 
should refuse them unless the latt~r employment carries them far from their homes. 

4. The accusation that people neglect cllitivation simply to get gratuitous relief is, in 
my opinion, quite erroneous. As far as the Punjab is concerned, it is safe to say that the 
zamindara go to the famine camps as a last resort, and leave them as soon as a shower of 
rain promises them a bushel of corn. 

5. The proposal of migrating famine-labourers to the chief centres of labour at 
Government expense is also not without its diffionlties. What is to be done if the 
labourers refuse to migrate? Are they to die of starvation or is the State to save their 
lives? Again, what guarantee is there that, in view of the increase in the supply of 
labourers, th.ir employers would not reduce their wages, which with high prices prevailing 
in periods of scarcity would also ruin them? 

6. If.the result of the present policy of famine relief is increase in wages, the result 
of the proposed policy would be a sure decrease in wages; and of the two aiternatives I 
prefer the former as in hard time~ it is the labourers who deBerve consideration and 
not the capitalists. 

Annexure II. 

Lette,. from Oaplail. O. M. Dalla., D'1JUty -Oummissioner, Sialkot, to the Oommiosioner 
and Sup",-interulent, Rawalpindi Division, No. 155, dated 11t4 May, 1900. 

With reference to your No. rih, dated 10th April, 1900, I have the honour to say that 
there are no very large employers of labour in this district whose opinion I eonld get, 
nor have there be .. n any famine relief works in this district •.. The few people who are 
fed gratuitously are the blind, the lame, and the h"lt or aged and infirm who could 
not work. 

10566 
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I do not, therefore, think that relief works or gratuitous'rAlief have atl'ected - the 
supply of labour in or near this district. In fact I heard that in an adjoining district where 
relief works were in progrp-ss that as soon as work in one of the ne\v canals was started 
the number of persons on relief works at once decreased conSiderably. 

Enclosure 4 in No. 179. 

Letter from Sidlley Preston, Eaq-uire, C.E., Secretary to Government, Punjab, 
Public Works Department, Irrigation Branch, to tlie Chief Secretary to 
Government, Punjab, No. 0327 L, dated Simla, 12th JUlie, 1900. 

I am directed to reply to yonr endorsement No. 481, dated 28th March, 
1900, forwarding a letter No. 2--90-3, dat<l<i 10th March, 1900, from Secretary 

-to Government of India, Revenue and. Agriculture, qoncerning the effect of the 
State system of famine relief on the labour-supply of the country. 

2. I have consulted some of the more experience« of the Irrigation 
Officers in the Province with the following results :-

(a) The Superintending Engineer, Jhelum Circle, says that practically 
no famine relief has been given in any district connected with 
the Jhelum and Swat River Canals, and hence of course there 
has been no interference with the labour market; but that 
owing to the dearness of food stuffs and the failure of crops 
the price -of laboill' has fallen considerably. The general result 
has been that labour has been plentiful and the rates lower than 
usual. 

(b) The Superintending Engineer, Derajat Circle, states that· the 
effect of famine relief on the local labour market has been 
inappreciable, and that the prevailing scarcity has tended rather 
to lower prices than to raise them. 

(c) The Superintending Engineer, Sirbind Canal _ Circle, says that 
labour rates have not been raised in the Sirhind, Canal tract 
in consequence of enhanced prices now current, and as no 
relief works have been opened in Ludhiana and Ferozepore 
Districts, no reply can be made as to the effect of such- works on 
the labour supply. 

(d) The Superintending Engineer, Western Jumna Canal Circle, states 
that the labour generally has been paid at lower mtes than before 
the famine relief works were started, except in the Delhi District, 
where the rates have not been affected, and in the Karnal District, 
where the relief works have ~lightly reduced the supply of labour, 
but nowhere else. 

3. In the Chenab Canal Circle labour has been plentiful and quite ready 
to accept re&.l!onable rates. The colonists found that they were able to get 
the harvest done at the same rates as prevail in the villages from whence they 
came, whereas in the past few years they have had to make special concessions 
to obtain labour to cut the crops quickly. This lowering of the cost of labour 
in the colony is not entirely due to famine, but in some measure to the steady 
influx of popUlation to the colony; the famine has, however, accelerated the 
reduction -of the cost of labour, because large numbers of people have been 
driven to the colony. -

4. It will, therefore, be seen that the famine 'relief works have not, as far 
as the Irrigation Branch is concerned, interfered with the supply of labour; 
nor have the wages to unskilled labour been raised in consequence of enhanced 

- prices. 
The people'in !.he canal irrigated tmcts have not suffered in the same way 

:.~ those outside such tracts, and the scarcity has b"en _ such as to cause a keener 
.:ompetition for such work as the canal works could provide, with the result that 
labollr has been plentiful and ready to accept reasonable rates of wages. 
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Enclosure;') in No. 119. 

Letter from the ManlZ.qer, Nortll- Western Railway, to the Revenue and 
Financial Secretar" to Government, Punjab, No. 998-F., dated Lahore, 
the 19th June, 1900. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your endorsement, No. 481, 
dated the 28th March, 1900, and subsequent reminder No. 7R6, dated the. 
29th May, 1900, calling fol' a report on the effect of the State system of famine 
relief works on the supply of country labour. 

2. In reply, I have the honour to state that from enquiries made I find 
(1) that there is no reason to believe that the famine relief works are interfering 
with the supply of labour to railway works, and (2) that we have not had to 
raise the rates of wages for securing labour. 

3. As' an only exception to the above, . the Mining Manager, Dandot 
Colliery, has complained that he has experienced some difficulty in retaining 
labour owing to works on the Jalapur Canal having been opened. This di fficulty 
having been referred to the local Civil Authorities, an assurance -was received 
from them that prefessional labour would be strictly excluded from their relief 
works. 

Enclosure 6 in No. ] 79. 

Letter from Colonel S. L. Jacob, C.I.E., R.E., Chief Engineer, P,tblic Works 
Department, Punjab, Buildings and Roads Brancll, to the Revenue and 
Pinanrial Secretary to Government, No. 410-S., dated Simla, the 
21st June, 1900. 

With reference to your No. 481, dated the 28th March, 1900, I have the 
honour to forward for information copy of a letter No. 1808, dated the 13th 
June, 1900, from the Superintending Engineer, Special Famine Circle, and its. 
enclosure, intimating that the State system of famine relief has had no effect· on 
the labour supply of the country, and to state that the reports from other Circle 
Officers are practically to the same effect. 

2. In my opinion the effect of famine in this respect has been just the 
reverse of w\lat was expected. Ordinary work could be carried out at rates 
impossible in non·famine years. I came across instances of ballast collection 
and earthwork being done in the Province at fur lower rates than they have 
ever been done of late years. 

Annexnre r .. 
Lette,· f.-um th_ Supe,:intending Engineer, Special Famins Circle, to the Secretary to 

Government, Punjab, Public Works Department, No. 1S(IS-F., dated the 13th JU1I8, 
1900. 

With reference to Secretary to Government of India, Revenue and Agriculture 
Department, No. 474 F.-;90-3, dated 10th March, 1900, received. with your endorsement 
No. 3879, dated 26th AprIl,19()O, regarding effect of the State system of famine relief upon 
the labour.supply of the country, I have the honour to state as follows :_ 

. ~. :rhe Executive Engineers in -charge or relief works in the five districts attached 
to ~h •• c.rcle have been consulted; they are all of upinion that the State system of famine 
rehe~ haa ~ad no effect on the labou .... supply of the country within their cognisance. 
Famme rehef works have not drawn away labourers from ordinary works. Professional 
workers would .not stay on relief work if they can find any employment on ordinary 
works. On rehef works local or village unskilled labour is mostly em,ployed' such 
labour is not willing to emigrate to seek employment elsewhere. ' 

3. H~in!! the allusion to scarcity of the supply of labour in Delhi made by Messrs. 
Bird .. Co. III the .. letter No. 1542 B., dated the 2Sth February, 1900, a copy of Exeontive 



'494 . LABOUR SUPPLY • 
• 

Engineer, Delhi Divi.ion's letter,' No. a89, dated the 2ath May, 1900, is attached for 
information . 

. . 4. Mv knowled!(ll and experience of this subject quite agrees with what ExecntiVl. 
.Qffic<!rs, have atat .d.' . . . 

Annexure II., 

Letter from H. Phillips, Esquire, A.M.I ~ O.E., Executive Engineer, Delhi, to the 
Sup,rinteruiing EngineH', Special Famine Otrcle. No. 589 dated the 25th May, 1900. 

With reference to your letter quoted above (sic), I have the honour to state that 111m 
not aware that the opening of famine relief works in this neighbourhood has raised the 
price of labonr to any extent; on the other hand, I have been informed that at the present 
moment nnskilled labour is much cheaper than during ordinary years. 

Messrs. Bird and Co. state in their letter No. 1542 B., dated the 28th Fel1ruary, 1900, 
that during the whole of 1899 they were short of labonr; this cannot possibly be due to 
famiDe relief works, since· the latter were not opened till towards the end of the yeat. 
Regarding their statement that the people at Delhi will not take up labour at ordinary rates, 
l1ut prefer to be relieved gratuitously, it would be interesting to know on what grounde 
they state this. The average daily numbers of local labourers on the one relief work in 
the Delhi District have been under 50, a number that can hardly have depleted the labour 
market. There has, moreover, been very little gratuitous relief given, and that only in 
exceptional cases. . 

I fail to see how any labour would prefer to earn a daily wage of I, annas by working 
hard on a relief work to earning 12 annas to Re. 1 at a mill. 

Enclosure 7 in No. 179. 

Extracts from the Report on theworldng of the Dandot Colliery (North· Western 
Railway) for the half-year ending the 31st December, 1899. 

The increase (in· the number of labourers) in both cases is chiefly due to 
labour being more plentiful owing to scarcity and high prices of food stuffs. i 

Labour came in more freely than usual during the balf.year, but was stlll 
not equal to the demand, nor was the supply so good as was to be expected froll!
the state of the season. The knowledge that they could get work on the famine 
relief worksse~med to make the miners fairly independent of the Colliery. 
The scarcity of fodder acted prejudicially on the Pidh mines, as sufficient paclJ; 
animals could not be obtained. . .. 

The average number of workers employed during the half.year was 
1,690 men and 60 children,-total, 1,750. . 
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v. 

',.'ADVANCES TO AGRICULTURISTS IN 

DISTRESSED TRACTS. 

No. 180. 

Letter from the Government oj India to the Rgiltt Honourable Lord George 
F. Hamilton, Her Majest!/s Secretary oj State for India, No. 31 (Revenue 
and Agriculture), dated Simla,. the 14th June, 1900. . 

We have the honour to acquaint Your Lordship with the measures which 
we have taken to enable the Local Governments to make loans on easy terms to 
agriculturists in distressed tracts for the purpose of purchasing seed and cattle 
and for their own subsistence during the next ensning agricultural season. 

2. In the Budget arrangements for the present year we previously allotted 
Rs. 50,38,000 to the distressed provinces under 

I 
Lakhs the head "Class 1 Loans." We recognised that. 

of Rupee., the provision might prove insufficient, but the' 
--------j--- extent of the insufficiency could not be determined 
Punjab 

Central Provinoes 

Bombay ... 

Total 

until the requirements of the agriculturists had 
been more fullv ascertained and until we knew 
what sum would be at the disposal of the Central 

~~ Committee of the Indian Famine Relief Fund for 

13'82 

10'00. 

50'38 grants to the poorest cultivators. 

, 3. We have lately been in correspoudence with the Local Governments 

Punjab 

Ajmer 

Central Provinces 

Bombay". 

Total 

I Lalli of Rup .... 

30'82. 

2'50 

27'00 

62'56 

122'88 

on the subject and have ascertained from them 
. that their requirements for the approaching 
agricultural season would be met by the addition 
of 72j- lakhs of rupees to the allotments for 
agricultural advances already made. We have 
accordingly increased the grants to an aggre
gate, total of Rs. 1,22,88,000. We have.also 
authorised the Local Governments to hereafter grant. 
liberal remissions of the sums advanced in cases of 
necessity, to forego interest in all cases, .and to 
postpone the recovery fOI: at least one year of any 
portion of the principal. We append a copy of 
our instructions on these points. • 

The requirements of Berar' hll1'e-beeIf l>l'O'VideHor by a se~llrate arrange
ment and will be chargeable to the revenues of the Assigned Districts. 
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4. The Central Committee of the Indian Famine Fund ha'\"'e made to the 
above-mentioned Provinces grants aggre~ating Rs. 50,45,000. This is in 

Punjab .. , 

Ajmer ..• 

Central Provinces 
Bombay ... 

Total 

I ol:.!'P'<!.. 

8'0 
1'9li 

17'0 

2:1'50 

addition to the provincial charitable relief funds 
already at the disposal of these Governments which 
amount to about Rs. 6,45,000. The greater 
portion of this money will be distributed by 
the affiliated District Committees a~ gifts to the 
poorest classes of cultivators. The ordinary pro
cedure will be that the recipients of gifts will be 
selected in each village on behalf of the District 
Charitable Committee by the revenue officers 

-----W:45 - whose duty it is to ascertain the loan requirements 
of the villagers. The -Revenue Officer will in 
the course of his inquiries mark off the poorest 

cultivators and recommend them for free gifts. The more substantial cultivators 
will receive loans from the State, and these in turn will hereafter be differentiated 
in respect of the recovery of the principal with reference to their circumstances. 

5. We append a statement showing the grants made up to date to British 
Provinces and Native States by the Central Committee of the Indian Famine 
Fund. It will be observed that nearly one-third of the total amount distributed 
up to date has gone to Native States, 

We have, &c, 

(Signed) CURZON OF KEDLESTON. 
E. H. H. COLLEN. 
A. C. TREVOR. 
C. M. RIVAZ. 
T. RALEIGH. 
E. FG. LAW. 

Enclosure 1 in No. 180, 

Letter from T. W. Holdel'n~ss, Esq" C.S.I., Secretary tv tlie Government of 
[ndia, Department of Revenue and A,qricultu~e, to tlip- Chief Secretary to 
the Government {!t' Bombay, the (,hi~; Se('retar,1f to tlie Government of the 
Punjab, the Ohief Commissioner, Central Provinces, and the - Chief Com· 
missioner, Ajmer .• llerwara, Nos. 1042.1045-F., Simla, the 21st May, 1900. 

I am directed to say -that, as a special measure, undertaken with the object 
of facilitating the recovery of a!1Ticulturists in famine tracts from the losses 
sustained from drought, the Gove~nment of India are pleased to direct-

(1) that all advances made in famine tracts under the Agriculturists' 
Loans Act for seed, cattle and subsistence of cultivators, in 
connection with agricultural operations undertaken during the 
approaching rains, may be made free of interest; 

(2) that the first instalment in repayment of the principal of such 
advances may be postponed for 12 months from date of the 
advance. The dates for the remaining instalments will be 
determined by the Local Government with reference to the 
existing rules applicable to advances under the Act; 

(3) that the Local Government may hereafter grant remissions in 
respect of the principal of such advances, according to the 
circumstances of the debtors, up to one-half the aggregate sum 

• advanced in the province. 



ADVANCES TO AGRICUL'J.'UlUSTS. 497 

Enclosure 2 in No. 180. 

Grants made to Eritia" Provinces and Native States by the Centml Committee oj 
the Indian Famine Fund. 

BRITISH PROVINCES. 

Province. I lis. 

Bombay ... ... ... ... ... .. . .. . 23,50,000 

Puujab ... ... ... ... ... .. . ... 8,00,000 

Oentral Provinces . 17,00,000 ... ... ... .. . ... 
Ajmer ... ... ... ... ... .. . 1,95,000 

Baluchistan ... ... ... ... .. . ... 10,000 

. Total 50,55,000 ... ... ... .. . -------
Berar ... . ... ... ... ... ... .. . 4,73,000 

NATIVE STATES. 

I 
. 

S"te. R •. 

Rajputana ... ... ... ... ... ... 10,50,000 

Oentral India ... ... ... .. . .. . ... 5,75,000 
. 

Baroda ... ... ... ... ... .. . .. . 1,00,000 

Bombay States ... ... ... ... ... .. . 6,25,~ 

Hydel'abad ... ... ... ... ... .. . 1,00,000 

Punjab States ... ... ... .. . ... 1,00,000 I 
Oentral Provinces StateR 1,00,000 

I ... ... ... .. . I 
I 
! 

Total ... ... ... ... 26,60,000 

Grand Total ... ... ... .. . 81,80,000 

10168 :IT 



STATISTICS. 

VI. 

STATISTICS. 

Statements showing numbers of persons on relief works and in receipt of gratuitous 
relief in the districts affected by soaroity in India.-(District details.} 

!if o"'.-The date at tho heed of tho fables is the date of the G..utt. 0' India in whioh the provincia.l tota.le were publlahed. 

N •• 

1 

• 
• 
4 

5 

• 

1 

2 

• 
4 

5 

• 
7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

IS 

IS 

14 

16 

I. 

17 

• 
• 

• 
» 

" 

The figures: however, aotually show the numbers on relief in the preoediDg week. 

Name of Pro'9"b:l.ae aa4 
D1Strlo1. 

M""'" 
KJmIa .. .. .. 
E.umool •• .. .. 
BelIary .. .. .. 
Anantapur .. .. 
Ouddapa.b. .. .. 
NeUor. .. .. .. 

To1aJ. Hadru .. 
, _ .... -

Ahmedabad .. .. 
KWra .. .. .. 
Pa.uob M&h&ls '0 .. 
Broach .. .. .. 
SW'at .. .. .. 
Tho .. .. .. .. 
Bholapur •• .. .. 
AhmedDagar .. .. 
Poona .. .. .. 
XhaDdooh .. .. 
N8I1k ••• .. .. 
Sa .... .. .. .. 
Bljapnr .. .. .. 
Be!gaum •• .. .. 
Dharwar .. .. .. 
Ba.noglrl .. .. 
Thor .. d Parlmr .. 

Total BombaJ' and 
BIDdh. _.z. 

lIanoh. .. .. .. 
~u •• .. .. 

Total Beqa.l .. 

N.-W. P ..... 00IdA. 

MuUra. .. .. .. 
"" .. .. ... .. - .. .. .. 

Total N.-W.P.ud 
,?udh. 
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FOR THE WEEK ENDING THE 26TH JdAY,1900. 

Area. 

Sq • .M11ee. 

8,m 

7oM4 

6,976 

6,lI75 

8,722 

8,765 

".8<8 

~ 

1,809 

I,IUS 

1 .... 

~ 

~ ..... 
.,845 
6,969 

10,907 

6,940 

4.987 

8,865 

4,6B1 

4,60S 

8,921 

lJ,729 

8S,849 

fI12 

880 

1,202 

1.441 

I~ 

I~' 

Ulll8 

BelIef ""Gr:b. 
Num~ 

p~ beron Total on 

Depe.d-I ToI&!. 
t;~8t worka. 

Worken. work& . .... 
l.866.fi82 - - - 1~16 1,618 

817.Ml - - - S,29II S,29II 

800,lJ!6 - - - 440 440 

708,5<9 - - - 1,852 1,863 

I,m,fJ12 - - - 6,224 6,224 

1, .... :13. - - - S58 S68 

7.017m. - - - U.7Ert lJ,781 

1121,71J! 88,71. 20,222 - - -971,689 6S~ 1,4.7 .',921 - • l,921 

SlS,41'l "'896 "". 97,68' - 87.961 

S4l,490 li8,'l80 10~91 09,671 - 09,671 

8<8,689 4,809 l,lJIS' 6,792 - 6,792 

819,689 8,888 488 9~74 .. 9,257 

750.809 IOS,849 ''',1i78 ,,,,097 - 198.037 

888.766 174,089 41.747 216,829 - 216,829 

1,(187,689 88,400 16,202 80Pll - 8O~1l 

1,480,68' 180,61S 43.763 210,276 - 210,2l5 

849,682 sa.7SO 2S,694 80,684 - 80,684 

1~,689 61,5118 8$11 ... 715 - ... 715 

198,689 l6,889 S,062 18,05'/ - 18,05'/ 

1.019,201 1,389 fI1 1.470 882 2,68S 

1.061~" - - - 158 169 

1~tl6,D28 - - - 550 660 - 9,3l!5 S79 ~14 - 9,614 

U.420.486 8O.,88t 314.m 1,1l78,406 1,674 l,Il78Ji79 

117,804 - - - ~9 m. 
lOS' ... - - - ... ... 
281,1l88 - - - '.465 8,485 

S82,88O - - - - -
1140.4119 - - - - -
914,682 1,1114 - 1.014 - 1,\114 

11I!fI,647 1,\114 - ~14 - ~14 

• Figures tor 'Week endlDJ' lath MaJ'. 1800. 

t Figures for week endiq 6th Ma.,r. 
Datl, &\"1tl8P for week. 

Gratuitoul reUef. 

GRAN]) 

Poor- I "ill... I TOTAL,. 
boulJ88 or dol&! an" Total. 
kitcheoli.!otherrelief. 

-
- - - ~16 

- ~ - S,29II 

- - - 440 

- - - 1,852 

- ',610 ~10 8,8S4 

- - - S58 

- 9,610 8,BJ.0 18,597 

9~84 8,178 17,34{1 1841!/9 

S/II!1 16,239 18m • 80,20' ..... 4,1i'/5 7.'/90 56,741 

a,lJ!6 .,296 S,4M 78,400 - lI,54!6 2,Il58 .... 1 

- too too 9,689 

4,6811 18,758 17~a& 1ll6,852 

2,706 ~ll 2MI. 848,145 

. 1,062 lJ,S01 l!,353 ~ 

8,865 9.015 l6,809 -986 Ij!I.11 2,m 119.497 

- 2,D8l a,<m. 81,798 

65 ~17 4,il1l1 2S,29II 

- S41 S41 ~ 

- - - 158 

- - - 588 

1,!08 122 1.430 6,844t 

85,274 104,488 159.742 1.2l7.821: 

- - - ~19 

- ISO IS8 482 

- IS8 IS8 9,80. 

219 - 21. II. 

119 - 29 29 

128 S8/ 485 2999 

376 lIB1 '/S3 8,841 

3 T 2 
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FOR THE WEEK ENDING THE :liTH MAY, 1900-oomil",~d. , 
Relief works. Gratuito11l reller. 

110. ·NIUIlI or Province and 
DlI,,",,- Area. PoouIa

. tiOD. I ",.m·1 . f I beroDITotAlOD 1 
Workers. ?q~ - Total. 'Work". bouses!'.; doles ond Total. D d teo. 1 work.. Poor- Villa.Ire 

GRAND 
TOT ..... 

1 Bissar. •• 

S Bohtak .• 

S Gurgaon o. 

"Delhi o. 

5 Ka.rDal o. 

f AmbeJa. •. 

7 Mooltan o. 

8 La.hore ., 

9 Shahpur .. 

10 Jhelu~ •. 

Total-PuDJab 

emtral PrOvlf1Ul. 

1 Sanwor o. 

j! Damob •• 

3 Jubbulpore 

.. HnndJa. .. 

& Sean! o. 

• NlI.l'IIiDghpur •• 

1 HosbaDa'aba.d .. 

8 Nimar 

g Bewl 

10 Ohhindwo.ra ., 

11 Wardha. .• 

12 Nagpur ., 

IS Ohanda. .. 

It Bhandara 

16 Balai<hat •• 

I kitchen ... oiherrelief 

--T--+----:L---~---~---_+---

Sq. Miles. 

.6,217 

l.m 
1.984 

1,290 

2.408 

2.764 

6.079 

s,809 

4,840 

776.008 

590.476 

86ij,929 

888.889 

889.718 

54,041 

22.402 

11,4-88 

1,292 

7.118 

168 

467 

',526 

26.lIj.Q 

3,123 

1,892 

346 

1,872 

00 

199 

SO,I94 

26,576 

1,,880 

1.707 

8.9ocr 

2S8 

46'1 

,,868 

701 

874 

920 

8OJ!14 

25,576 

19,3S0 

l.m 
8.1190 

701 

2S8 

'6'1 

5,Ii32 

920 

1.928 

89 

278 

298 

1231 

59 

17.474 

',837 

90'1 

1,800 

19,897 

4,928 

lJ80 
2!6 

1,800 

123 

69 

l1li,1181 

9O,fi01 

14,6l0 

1 .... ~ 

10.'190 

701 
2S8 

fi80 

6,691 

S20 3.995 

1,038,427 

831~34 

1,076,9'19 

'03,688 

809,(l66 

1---·1-----1---- ---1---+--1·---11---1-----1----1---
3'!,698 196,l49 l,886 137.044 2,703 28,018 rr.721 184.766f 8,200.701 101,661 

===1===1:===1====1=== 

4.rxtI 591.743' 16,861 2,820 19.48'/ - 19.'87 7,896 7.422 

2,881 325.818 8,2(11 - 8,291 - 8,201 7.'18 729 

8.948 748.148 27J71 IJ46 28,318 - 28,316 10.707 8,4311 

6.047 399,378 1,602 - 1,6Ol! - l,602 lB,188 848 

'J98 37U.7m 16,896 1.882 lB,829 - 18,829 lB.447 1.075 

1.918 &17.026 896 - 896 - 896 1,284 829 

4,694 629.946 57.2m 4,248 81,515 - 8l.616 8,816 5,889 

3,35i 253..488 91,839 7,418 29,067 - 29.051 28,168 8,708 

9,824 329,196 62,978 8~27 71~00 - 71~00 28,264 7P/' 

4.6110 .07 •• 94 39.189. 5.968 46.127 - '5.127 13,888 2,681 

2.428 400,294 48.887 8,116 68,803 - 68,803 10,8811 ',938 

3,849 757,862 26.'!56 2,990 29.348 - 29,348 5.789 21,881 

10.7'0 007.810 1ll,2(19 1'."9 124.748 - 124.748 29,2(19 1~ 

16.318 

8,l46 

17.148 

lB,&29 

1'~22 

2J13 

14~17 

98,878 

8(),928 

18,2l7 

14,624 

27,444 

",848 

34,806 

14,846 

46,482 

16~31 

38,151 

9,098 

78,032 

86 .... 

101,824 

81,844 

71,327 

66,790 

189,294 

9,988 742,860 89.773 8.989 79,782 - 73,782 26,091 10,264 96,286 109.947 

'.139 88S."!l 66.'!83 6,808 81.001 - 61.1191 26,488 11,377 98,846 98,3S0 

16 Ra.ipur . • .• .• 11,724 1.684.4Z1 463,098 00,308 ~92,4.01 - 4.92.401 136,2171 14,786 16l.003 643,404 

17 Bllaspur 00 00 00 8,341 1.194,l68 189.7481 17,348 184,298 - 184,298 73,784 12.861 88.'36 270.7'1. 

18 S ... balpnr 00 ool __ ,_.948_I __ 7_06,_4_1.3-l'I __ l'_Jl2_1_i: __ 826_:I' _1_6,_"'_7 11_-__ ;i._16_._61_7.1 __ l_4._98_6 / __ 
1
_,3_19.

1 
__ 1_8_ ,31_',1-_'_1,69 __ 1 

Total Centra! pronn"",I= =_==I,:=I=O.784,2'l4 , 1.194,618 i l26,llS I 1;!20.7"J9 - 1
1,820.729, 449946 1==1.32,=' =882=1=68=1fH/=,1=1,902=,3S0= 

I
· , 

1 Akala. 

11 Baslm 

Berar. 

3 Buldnna o. 

" Amraotl", 

.6 Wun 

6 ElUcbpur 

Total Bemr~ 

1 AJmer 

2 Merwara. .. 

6'14,782 

•• 2.956 398,181 

•• 2,809 481.021 

•• 2.769 86ij,046 

.. i 3.911 471,613 

•• 1 2.623 916,798 1 

.. !--;';;1~'9 
2070 

"'I 

422,359 

110,099 

, 

I . 
'78,.061 lB,882 118,828 - 118,828 6,843 3.439 8,882 87,610 

70.876 94.061 94.737 - !I4.m 7,848 19,896 27,264 121,871 

82J06 29.035 1ll.141 - lllJ41 5,'l87 5.878 11.'88 l22,804 

92.'78 I 9,600 41,9'/8 - 41,878 1.~94 6.461 8,848 48,928 

8,782 2,S7l 11,15.Q _ 11,158 214 - 214 11.B87 

19,8821 ___ 8,_'82_I ___ 26,_7_14_I~I __ 26_.7_14+_I_.7_88+ __ '_,26_7_·I--8,_043_
1
_'_1._76'1_ 

289.770 I 87=S,69=I'i==-=I=c87=3=,69=I=I===21=·n2==-I===98~"=12=:===00=.484==I=434=,938= 

28,307 

61.188 

62,781 

8,290 

6,947 

1 I I I 
34.087 

68,199 -

34,861 

68,13' 

9,676 

11,614 

2Il6i 
6.411 

9,972 

17.966 

Total AJmer-Mer
wara. 2,711 89.'9' 19,327 102,1l20 - 102,820 21,220 6,7(11 

Totn.1 BritiBh Provincea 276,679/ 46.98l,470 2,600.028 630.290 311,670 Ml,960 3,87a..S49 
- - .. 

'71,840 9.010,098 19J121 3.000.889 

! Da.ily 8.vera.p for week. 
Figures for wook endinll15tb May, 1900 • 

• Thifl figure inoludea 1.168 wea.ven employed. in weaving. 
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STATISTICS.' 

FOR THE WEEK END(XG THE 26TH MAY, 1900---IICIN.ul. 

I neue! works. Gratuitous relW. 

I Num-
.Name of Pro'\1Da8 ucl I baron TomioD. ...... P~'" D ......... 00. """ work .. _ .. , vllI .. el 

~ Workera. DependM ToIaI. • worn houses or dol .. and TotaL ..... kttcheDL!OtherrelieL 
I 

B4JpuldnlJ Statu. Sq. >III .. 

lII....J.. .. .. .. ",1163 2.628.l78 78.118S 8,004 83.61'1 - 83,61'1 l8.242 11),896 

Tonk .. .. .. lI,652 880.000 l2,84I; - l2,84I; - l2,84I; 4.07. -
Bandi .. .. .. 2,220 296,675 II .... - U .... - ll.9M ..... -
Bhnmtpur .. .. l.9B2 840,869 11,1109 - 11,1109 - 11,1109 'I~OS -
BlkaDer I. ". .. 22.!WO 8Sl.o<S 3S,8l8 8,600 to,508 - -IO,5OlI 1~46 -
Sba.hpora .. .. to5 ... .87S 1,820 - 1,820 - 1,820 6a& -
lal8almor .. .. 16,062 U6.70i iJ;Ol 221 1.722 - ~722 31 -
Alwar .. .. .. 8,1 .. 7fJ1,788 4,'/02 100 ',862 - ',862 - •• 046 

Meywar .0 .. .. Il,208 1,792.126 71.6981 - 74,888 - 74,698 - 22 .... 1 

Kberwar. .. .. 000 60.000 9 .... - 3,004 - 9.0fi4 ..... -
Kotra .. .. .. Il50 31.000 Notr8Oe lved. 

S"obi ~004 19O,8S6 2.SS7 878 lI,066 - lI,066 1,090 - 1~18 .. .. .. 
Klahanaarh .. .. 858 126,516 7,869 891 . 8,494 - 8.494 2,OSS 1,808 

J'alpnr .. .. .. 15,578 2,IIl3.988 68,096 ~ os.473 - os.473 3,8:l9 28,151 

Jhala. war .. .. '.722 S4S,68S 2,'62 ~ 2,462 ... 2,960 1,747 800 

Kola .. .. .. 3,794 628,2Il7 18,805 - 18,805 .,862 26.467 ..... ',099 

ltara.u11 .. .. .. ~ I_ 1,925 - 1,925 - 1,925 - 250 

DQDJrarpur .. .. 1.44.7 185.400 1.I!68t - 1,868 - 1,868 955 -
Ba.nlwara .. .. I .... 211.00 '.1031 - .. lOS - 4,108 - 5661 

KuahaJgarh .. .. I .... 91,000 2751 - 276 - 2'/6 - 270t 

Pu.rtabp.rh .. .. 886 fri,f116 8,8851 - 3,685 - 3,685 ... -

Total BAjputan& States .... 081 ~7"'" 929,832 27,76S l!6'I,868 10.180 867.746 48, ... 72,8S8 

Omtral Inditl Statu. 

GwaUor ~. .. .. 29.0<7 9,6lS.789 22,805 1.188 .... OS 4,'OS 26,208 8,61. - . 
Indore 

, 
"'00 1,099,900 92.27B 92.27B - 92.27B 6,062 6,847 .. .. .. -

Dew&88.B. .. .. 165 7?"'" 1,714 - 1,714 - 1,714 m 800 

Dewaa J. B. .. .. I3f 66,723 I .... 89 1,~ - 1.68S - 241 

"""II .. .. .. • 14,675 3,IM ill 3,519 - 3,61. 265 1 

Po.tho.ri (Indore) .. I t . 664 21!1 851 S5 888 8 21 

Karau4la •• .. .. I t 265 50 9S5 - 9S5 SS -
Bhopo.l .. .. .. 6,986 962,486 5,008 1,141 6, ... 100 3,539 886 • 8 

Bo.lga.rh .• .. .. 942 U9.460 4,869 221 5,109 - 5,l09 4lS ~120 

NaniDKhgnrh .. .. 886 l16~ 7~46 881 '.007 '00 '.407 858 -
lthUohtpUl' .. .. 2'/3 S6,S02 S71 90 401 26 421 167 '" 
Kurwa.1 .. .. .. 145 ".767 789 - 789 - 789 - .. 
Ma.kaudanlJ&l"h •• .. 81 14,422 SO - 90 - SO - "' 
Patharl (BhOpal) .. ,. ',816 1.6 - 148 - 1411 • -
Muhamma.dprh .. ,. -4,720 SO - SO ... 286 .. -......... .. .. .. 4. 6,71. 40 - ,. 978 fl6 .. -
8utGlia. Jaifir .. .. .. ~O81 .OS - "". - 80S - -
YURU! Moha.med • 1.000 209 - 20B - :m • I. I 

Khan'. JAWir. 
Sironj PllrIl&.Da of Tonk 907 ,,",000 Sl5 - SI5 - B15 - -
Orahho. .. .. .. 2,1l78 33.'i,020 505 62 667 - 667 226 206 

Datia. .. .. .. 01.2 18d,.J.40 1,173 - 1,178 - 1,179 31 ... 
Pann!l. .. .. .. ..... ... .sss I 
Dijawn.r .. .. .. 665 123,U'" 181 - 18 - 181 - -
AjuJirQrh I. ... .. 771 ... .. 8 : 
Ol\uribar .. .. 73, UI,liS . . . 

f 
Pa,.rtlcruiaftl for theee ilFlres 1\1'8 Dot available. 
Un oivll works. 

(I) (b) Theae IIA'nres a.l'O tor the week ondiog 31st AprU,I900; sw.tiatics tor ala.ter dnte are not avai1a.blc. 
Included In Gw&ltOl, 

i Not known. 
ReturDS DO' received. 
ReturD Dot reoe1ved; previous week's flgDr'" repeated. 

:11,138 

4,C114 

• .eoo 
1.10B 

1,146 

6a& 

31 

2,043 

22,636 

".346 

2,257 

9 ..... 

92,27. 

2,347 

8,125 

250 

955 

566 

"'. 
'M 

110"". 

; 

I 
... 1. 

12,849 

1.667 

211 

286 

"' 
SS ... 

I .... 

858 

189 

211 

"' 2 .. .. 
-

-
III 

.. , I 
340 , 

I 
-

I 

I 
I 

501" 

GRAll. 
T"' .... 

110,816 

16,91. 

16.624 

13~1.2 

U.654 

2,4M 

1.763 

8.006 

1l7.334 

7.400 

5,323 

12,890 

100.747 

6~ ...... 
1,575 

2,62S 

(ca) 4.688 

(.J .... 

'~IB 

487,024 

28,'" 

-46,128 

'.381 
I~" 

3,506 

OIB 

S8Il 

6,781 

6,942 

9~ 

610 

.IS 

51 

14' 

255 

"0 
SQ;.c 

214 

BI. 

I.QOl 

1,41l1 

1st 



STATIST~CS. 

FOB THE WEEK ENDING THE 26TII MAY, 190_",,", 

Bel1e1 worb. OramitoUi reUeL 
Num-

"'-
beron Total on 

Sea, ·1----- ~ . Dlo"'''' work1DepODd-
w'!'rka. Poo~~ v~ j TotaL wor~ houses or dol. aDd TotaL ..... kitcbe otherreUef . 

CmtraJ India Staeu-
cont. Sq.Miies. 

l!6 Rewo.h .. .. ., J.2,676 1,509.454 7.5f'fl - 7P1/ - 7~57 74 -
111 Nagode .. .. .. 601 84.097 4-,lSI 112 4,243 - 4,243 208 98 

l!8 Ma.ibar .. .. .. 406 77~6 8,298 6 8,24B - 3,2'48 101 99 

29 Sohawal .. .. .. 218 48,853 293 12 906 - 906 6.~ -
90 Jo.orn. .. .. .. 581 117.660 11,'729 3~46 14.874 - 14.874 2.878 67 

81 Rutlo.m .. .. .. 720 89.160 8,196 S!!Il 3,632 - 8,632 2.833 18 

82 Sailes. I •• 126 81,612 8,666 3,8>6 S,666 128 .. .. - - 57 

S60 1,626 1,628 SS Stto.mau ., : .. SS,807 - - 1,638 - 160 

Sf Plplodn 80 12,814 669 859 - 859 26 27 .. .. .. -
26,817 !IS Db .. .. .. .. 1.739 167,604 2S,ll!6 2,891 - 26,8l7 1,216 416 

36 Barwani .. .. .. 1,382 80,284 8,853 808 4.441 - 4,441 1,861 406 

37 Allrajpur .. .. .. 8S6 70.061 2~80 S4l 2-,401 - 2,401 876 -
SS Jhabua. .. .. .. 1,398 119.787 6,672 2SS 6.906 - 6.906 8S6 484 

39 ]ohat 182 14,866 911 6ll 911 900 60 .. .. .. - -
-40 Nimkhera .. .. 60 4.800 189 - • 189 - 189 - -
41 Ba.gode (Dewaa) .. 76 8~ 2S2 1119 611 - 611 18 68 

42 Ma.npur (British) .. 71 6.000 416 - 418 - 418 11 -

Total oentral India 78,198 9,802.454 166i773 12.086 167,853 6,824 118.4811 29~07 U,6S7 
States. 

I Byderabad .. .. 82.898 11.637.040 B60~1 - S60~ - S60~ - 61,404 

I Baroda .. .. .. 8,226 2._ 68,711 - 68.711 - 68.711 - 1MI,869 

i 
I , 

Bomba" NoUve Statu. 

1 XAthillowa.r .. .. ' 20,869 2.'1M.404 260.000 40~ 290.384 - 290~ SS,I43 5,288 

2 Pa.la.npar .. .. .. 7.776 846,638 68,382 ~23 91,176 - 91,176 0,319 S60 

S Outch .. .. .. 8,600 668,416 28,4&:l - 28,4&:l - 28,4&:l ~ -
4 Oa.mba.y .. .. .. - S60 88.762 1,369 - 1,369 - "),869 LS71 240 

5 Rewa. Ko,ntha. .. .. 4,880 793,506 21,503 2,079 23,682 - 23,689 6~98 496 

8 Mahi Ka.ntha. .• .. 8,&:l8 681,688 22,122 2,190 24,262 - 24,252 4,3Oll 426 

7 Aundh .. .. .. 447 65.148 1,288 6M 1,802 - 1,902 63 6 

B lamkhalldl .. .. 666 102~82 2,321 1~71 s,7&:l - 87.762 - 72 

9 10th .. .. .. } { 71,443 7,689 4,711 12,665 - 12,6B5 106 72 
979 

10 Dapbta.pur .. .. 8,343 aoo 87 llS7 - llS7 - -
11 MiraJ (SeDlar) •. .. S39 88,MS 1,604 S77 1,881 - 1,26l - -
13 Mira.J (Junior) " .. 226 98.487 8,408 1,947 6,638 - 6,638 - -
13 SonRU .. .. .. 1,083 238.846 10.486 !1,888 14,382 - 14.S5S 1<6 261 

14 Kolhapur .. .. 2,666 918~81 5,271 844 '6.116 - 8,116 - 800 

16 Akalkot; ., .. .. 498 76.774 4,266 2,818 7,614 - 7,614 117 1,87S 

16 Mudbol .' .. .. SS1 81,816 984 - 984 - 984 - -
17 Pbalto.n .. .. .. 897 88.383 1,011 S22 1,288 - 1,853 12 9 

18 Bbor .. .. .. 1,491 1li6,689 1,741 26 1.7S8 - 1,766 18 80 

19 Dbara.mpore .. .. 7S4 120.498 4/197 - 4,097 - 4,097 184 -
20 Ro.mdurr .. .. 169 S8,l2l 992 160 1,142 - 1,142 - 17 

21 Bllnsda. .. .. .. 215 41,m 4,853 - 4.863 - 4.669 303 -
lI2 Kurundvad SeDlor .. 174 43,806 m - III - U1 - 8 

Totnl Bomba.., N.t1ve 
Stn.tee • 

54,274 7,486.848 441.193 96.720 528,912 - 628.91l1 66,46'l 9,829 

. - -- ._--
I Inoludes dependllotH . 
.. Numbers on lut day of week i.l!l all ot.her state& the, .re daily averaaee of the week. 
.. 1I'1!lurea tor week endiDR lath JlLay • 
• Inoluded in GWIllior. 

74 

901 

lIOO 

68 

8.046 

2,&\1 

186 

160 

&:l 

1,681 

1,761 

878 

1~17 

S60 

-
101 

11 

40,704 

61,404 

1MI.669 

98.429 

8,689 

8,l82 

1.611 

8,698 

4,787 

69 

72 

181 

-
-
-

40S 

800 

1,369 

-
21 

18 

184 

17 

80S 

8 

B5,268 

GRA"" 
TOT .... 

7,631 

f,5« 

8,448 

908 

17.919 

.- 6,853 
qllllM 
.. ~ 4.060 
. '.' • "~b 
;::.1,678 
-,-,-,;~ 

--... -nl , .. 
II1MBI 
8,192 

2,777 
"''' 7,22a1 

1--·1 
1,261 
'r..-~ 

812 

427 

21~ 

401.488 

96,lI'i0 

S28,i8S 

97,844 

S1,684, 

2.970 

80,275 

29.()390 

1,901 

8,824 

12,748 

23'/ 

1,26l 

5,S6S 

14,768 

8,716 

9,508 

984 

1,864 

1,844" 

4,26l 

1.169 

4,966' 

11000 

1i98,l98 



-_'" 1'10_ 0114 DIotrtoS. 

hnlab N .. ",. 8 ...... 

1 J"'ndh .. .. . . 
• Pa ... udI .. .. .. 
a Dujo,11& ,. .. . . 
• Laban .. .. . . 
~ N.bba .. .. .. 
8 Pallala .. .. .. 
7 BahawrJpur .. .. 

Total Pwljab Na.tive 
S ...... 

(Imt .... Proo ..... 
FeudGlor1t BI4Ut. 

1 N&Ddpon .. .. 
I Ralgarb •• .. .. 
a Kanker .. .. .. 
4 IthaimI&rh .. .. 
& 8ara.llIBrb .. .. 
8 80DPur .. .. .. 
7 Kawanla .. .. .. 
B SakI! .. .. .. 
e - .. .. .. 

10 Pa .... .. .. .. 
11 Ohhulkha.daD •• oo 

IJ Bam .. .. oo oo 

Tofal (J8Dtr6l Provtnoea 
Feud.o.'ol'J' Bta. 

Kaahmlr (1&mmu) .. 
To1al Native eta_ .• 

GJlAND TOTAL. BRITISH 
PROVlNCMANJ) 1 .. .6.-
'l'IV:B Sl'ATBB. 

Moo"",, 

1 b .... oo .. .. 
S XUl'Dool .. " .. 
S Boilary .. .. oo 

4 AIlantapur " .. 
I Ouddapah .. " 

To .... _ 
" 

Bombou _tid 81_ 
1 .uu..oclab6d " .. 
I Kalla ., " " 
S Panch M.t.b.alI ~. .. 
• Broaoh .. " 

., 
I Su'" oo .. oo 

STATISTICS. 

FOR THB WEEK ENDING TIlE 26TII MAY, 19()(l.....coot_. 

BeUeI .... b. Gratultotts relief. 
Ntlm-..... P'3'~ W~D=4-
beroD Total .. .... worb. Poo~ I Vtl_~ 'l"oIoI. wor ... houses or dole! and TotaL 

kit.cheD.L other raIi 

Bq.Mlles. 

, 

l.288 284,680 I.2M - 1.236 - l.236 -
5. 1',(103 .14 - 814 - a14 -
89 26,450 ... - ... - 444 -

226 00.189 ill - ill - 411 -
IlS6 283,766 778 - 778 - 778 -

6,961 l,683.62l l!. ... - l!. ... - I~'" -
17.280 850.042 8,81J - 8,81J - 8,812 -
26,8(J8 2,888,478 lI6,2l7 - lI6,2l7 - 115.217 -

an - 9,118 - ' 'JIB - 9JIB -
1.489 168.635 6,94l - 6,941 - 6,9fl -
1,429 89,879 6,149 - 6.I'. - 6,14' -

981 l8l,11K 11,9&2 - 8,962 - 8,1168 -
64'l 83,Sl0 2,890 - 2,890 - 2,880 -
906 - 2,2'10 - 2,Zl0 - 2,2'10 -
198 1l~1B 649 - 649 - 649 -
IB8 lI6,S7. 1.028 - 1.028 - 1,028 -

18,062 810,884 S,5'IB - S.5'I8 - 8.m -
8,S99 SS2,19'T 4,t!1/ - 4,t!1/ - 4,t!1/ -

164 S8,288 818 - 818 - 618 -
1,988 104,SS7 4,840 - 4,840 - 4,IKO -

24,102 1,186,SS2 41,920 - 41,sao - 47,UD -

7.917 1,0S8,878 - - -' 26S lOS -
t!1/,941 48,OOU98 1,408,0'1' 125,61i9 1,633,8SS 111,081 l,649mO 181,007 

883,429 e.,941,680 • 947JOlI 667,099 4,644,201 S6,S68 4,586,01i9 681,297 
, 

FOR THE WEEK ENDING THE 80TH JUNE, 1900. 

8,S07 

7,514 

6,9'T6 

6,9'T6 

8,728 

S6,988 

,,848 
1,809 

l,6l' 

1,106S 

1,88l! 

1,861;,589 - ' - - l,S9O 1,8116 

8l1,8ll - -. - 4,127 4,127 

900,1J8 - - - 847 847 

108,6lIl - - - 1.S7S 1~ 

1,272,072 - - - 3,160 8;160 

6,664J'0 - - - n,l" 11,100 

m,m 14,708 81,509 98~ - 98~ 

871,6611 t4,Sl' 10,IMB 106,488 - tro._ 
Bl!.417 106~ 4,BOOt 6O~ - 6O~ 

841,480 - II,lIl 8~460 - 62,450 

648,989 8,1168 l,BI!/ 8,OlS - 8,01' 

• The ftgureIaTill the d&iJ.y averages t01' the week. 
t .Fia'urea for \he week endiq Ihb. JUDe. 1&00. 

-
-
-
-
-
-

6,891 

l,lI97 

1,198 

!,SS3 

850 

1,702 1.702 

M9 ... 
41 41 

26 26 

1.708 1.708 

9.635 9.635 

- -
7"'" 1...., 

-
8,861 9,851 

I 
906 906 

647 647 

I 
1,1i02 1,602 

a,406 2.406 

8,012 8,01J 

l.Iti6 IJ66 

261 261 

1I,l60 8,160 

S72 S72 

689 689 

- -
'" " 

23,941 28,841 

- -
2l!.618 244,823 - 1.188.483 

- -
- -
- -
- -

8,060 s.o60 

8,060 8,060 

~180 48,87l 

24.S8S 26,820 - S!,958 

16,28l 17,8114 

17,llf 17,7M 

503 

nR.Uro 
ToT .... 

2,'87 

66'/ 

.85 

4S7 

2,481 

18,1168 

8,812 _. 
16,9811 

8~41 

6,890 

8,464 

6,285 

5,2B2 

1,706 

1.'11'1 
9.728 

4,m 
l.l!O& 

4,lK0 

' 71,181 

26S 

1,894,l98 

6,188,842 

1~95 

4,lZ1 

IKT 

1.S7S 
11,200 

1.,'341 

146,198 

191,082 

78,298 

80,044 

$,777 



504 

I 
Name of Pro ...... d ... DUo ....... .. 

B(lmlnlV fl/ld ;j;mU,-
cont. 

'6 Than. .. .. .. 
'7 ShoJe.pur , . . .. .. 
8 AhmedDBgar .. .. 
9 Poona. .. .. " 

10 KhandeHh .. .. 
11 Nootk " .. .. 
12 Sa.ta.ra .. .. " 
13 Bljo.pur .. " " 
1< Belqu.um .. .. " 
16 Dho.rwW" .. .. .. 
10 Thar &tDd Parkar " 

Total Bomba.y and 
Sindb. 

Bmgal.! 

'1 RaDohi .. .. . . 
Z Palama.u ... .. .. 

Total Benaa.l .. 
I 

Nr W.-P.1l7ld Oudh. I 
1 Huttra .. .. .. 
2 Agr. .. .. .. 

.S 
JbaDoi .. .. "I 

Total N.-W. P. and 
Oudb. 

/'rlllj<llJ. 

1 HiAAnr .. .. .. 
2 Rohtak .. .. .. , Gurgaou .. .. .. 
4 Delhi .. ... .. 

, 

5 KarnaJ. .. .. .. , 

• Umballa .. .. .. , 

7 : La.hore .. .. .. , , 
8 Ihelum .. .. .. 
, Total PuoJa.b 

I 
.. 

I ~/Jl Provmcu. 

I Aa.ueor .. .. .. 
a Do.moh .. " .. 
3 Jubbulpore " .. , Ma.dlo .. .. .. 
• RooDi .. " .. 
8 I NarsiDllhpur; .• .. 
71 n .. h .... bB<\ .. .. 
8 NilDal' •. , .. .. 

, 

l;lTATISl'll'~. 

FOR THE WEEK ENDING THE SOTH JUNE, 19tM,;-<·un';"u,d. 

-
Belief worD. 

i GratuJtouzt relief. 
Num-

P0f.ola-

D:,:d-j .. To">l-
beroD Tota.l aD , 

~, ... 
10" .... Yorks. Poor- Vlllare 

WorkeN. worka. bOU8e80r d.olee and 
lUkJbe.s. olbereUef 

I r I i I 

:Sq. Mfle8, I I 
8.678 819,680 1,511 687 2,1)48 86 2.114 - 1,138 

4,542 750.689 119,602 87,394 156,996 - 158,998 6,l16S 15,726 

8,846 888,766 198.469 46.479 244.9-18 - 244.948 3,239 26,114 

6,961) 1,087,800 67,036 18.662 78,701 - 78,701 1,876 16,400 

10,907 1,460,86l 141,886 36,579 177,984 - tTl.9tH 12,7811 11,597 

5,940 84S,682 62,387 20.808 82,990 - 82.990 1,445 9,318 

4,987 1,29....5,989 37,177 6.960 44,157 - 44,157 - U21 

5,686 796,3.'~9 14,260 2,890 17.150 - ,17.150 143 4.703 

4,667 1,013.261 2,582 660 3,l38 - .,138 - 401 

4,608 1,051,314 - - - 209 209 - ...! 

12,799 298,203 1,688 144 1,832 - 1,832 948 247 

79.9IIl 18,314,560 912,374 1Il5,l78 1.127.452 276 1,127,727 1'1.344 202,986 

672 177,604 6,859 - 6,859 2,620 8,378 '- 4,198 

600 109,464 208 - 208 381 686 - 167 

1,262 r 281.086 61Jff1 - 8,067 2,851 8,942 - 4,856 

1.441 38!J,660 - - - - - 157 -
1,346 540,459 - - - - - 28 -
1.840 914,.:;2(1 1,301 - 1,301 - 1,301 209 570 

4,928 ! 1.8.'17.847 1,801 - 1,301 - I 1,301 394 670 
=-=:-=-=-: ...,--===;=:=;==::== ---~- - ---'- ----

5,217 : 

1.797 : 

1.984 i 
, 

1,:.JOO ! 
2,406 : 

aiM 

1\,809 i 
•• 996 

i 

29,0621 

4.00'1 

a,881 

!,948 , 

5,047 

8,198 

..1.916 

',694 , 

8,S6'/ 

1 77H.,I1OG 53,089 2'1,848 75,9117
1 - 75,937 

500,475 27.700 2,736 30,501 - I 30,601 

668,1129 11,882 2.419 H~'81 I - I 11,281 

6..~~68lI : " : 
, - I -

" , 

1 683,718 ',283 ],915 11.1"0 I - 1l,198 

I l,tJlIS.4:"'7. lI6'1t - 3117 I - :367 

1,0i6 .. l\jll 7S - 7snl - To' 

609.056 - - - I 614 514 

8,071),679 102.440 20.017 139,957 614 132,871 

601.m 19.608 1,849 20,852 - 20,852 

821.,618 4,6112 - 4,692 - 4,tl112 

7<8.146 25,508 !,1m 27.088 - 27,086 

SSD,S78 SoOS7 - 9,627 - 8,627 

1170,7117 10,886 1.440 12,076 - 12,076 

S8T,028 661 - 661 - 661 

6..99,946 45,002 s,:&,/ 48,8S9 - 48,839 

258,468 11.8'14 4,188 18,668 - 16,068 

• !I'ilrU1'88 ror the week endlDg ~8th JUD&. 1800. 
t Dally av ...... of tho week. 
"I Worka cloled. 

Laat; week'. flpree h_'Ye beeD liveD. 
I W Ol'k. clQsed 00 aoah IUDe. 1901).. 
, POOl' bo\UMJ o1oaed,.. 

, 

2,368 :m.i66 
1118 .6,279 

288 196. 

168 -
- 1.903 

- -
~ lit 

- -
2,922 29,917 

13,796 10,OOe 

18,886 1~93 

20.781 8,150 

25,l02 829 

20,721 1,922 

8,240 1,D6S 

27,468 6,060 

48,548 8,148 

-

TotaL 

l,128 

20,989 

W,BIRI 

17.S,'1 

24,378 

4,962 

4,221 

4,346 

401 

-
1,196 

240,812 

U98 

167 

4,366 

157 

28 

779 

864 

I 

23,134 

6,387 

2,248 

I 158 

1,900 

-
9 

-
r---'-

32,8511 

44,30. 

20.479 

28,911 

28,981 

28,849 

S,29S 

32,616 

67,tl112 

, 
I 

ToT_ I Gil ....... 

, 

8,!!6t 

1'77.979 

!I/S,801 

9~ost 

l!O2,340 

81,. 

48,378 

21,996 

!I,5S9 

209 

9,027· 

I,356,OSDt 

12,877 

726 

13,882 

161 

28 
2,0lIO 

8,266 

99,Oil 

36,888 

16,529 

l5It 

1~101 

'117 

82 

614 

~---
186,710 

64,865 

25,l71 

65,119'1 

SlI,668 

14,724 

S,85< 

81,856 

78,766 



J----DLlIrlot. 

I acn"aZ Pro_ ... ~ 
9 Betul .. .. .. 

10 I Chh1ndwara .. .. 
11 Wa.rdha. .. .. .. 
12 N~ur .• .. .. 
18 Oha.nda. .• .. .. 
If Bbandara .. .. 
16 Balagha\ .. .. .. 
18 Bn.ipur .. .. .. 
17 Bilaapur •. .. .. 
IS Sa.mboJpur .. .. 

Total CoDtml ProYlDC8I 

BmIr. 

1 Akola. .. .. .. 
2 Ba.slm .. .. .. 
a Baldana •. .. .. , Amraott ,. .. .. 
6 Woo .. .. .. 
8 E1llchpUl' .. .. 

TotaJ Bera.r .• .. 
Ailftlr'oolfirwcra. 

I Almer .. .. .. 
2 Me1'W6l'& ... .. .. 

To;aJ. Ajmar-Manrara . 
Total Brltillh Provinoes 

Ra}prUaPUI Stalu. 

1 Ma.rwa< •• .. .. 
8 Tonk .. .. .. 
S BUDdi '" .. .. 
f Bh&ra.tpur ... .. 
& Biko.ner .. .. .. 
8 Bbll.bpura. .. .. 
7 Ja.1aalmer .. .. 
8 AI ..... .. .. .. 
9 )t:oywe.t •• .. .. 

10 Kherwa.ro. .. .. 
11 Ko .... .. .. .. 
12 SIrohl .. .. .. 
18 Ktaha.ngarh .. .. 
14 J'alpur .. .. .. 
16 Jba.lla. w.r .. .. 
16 Kolah .. .. .. 
17 KamuU ., .. .. 
IS DunK&rpur .. .. 
19 Bo.U8wara. .. .. 
80 Kuaha.1g&rh .. • 
1I1 

_ ...... h .. .. 
TotalRajputaDaStatea 

10566 

STATISTICS. 505 

FOB THR. WEEK ENDING THE 30TK JUNE, ll1OO........tift...a. 

Beliaf WOI'a. QrUm_. :reUet. 

Aho. 

Sq.Mi1es. 

s.s:M 

',8S0 

2,428 

2,6<8 

10,749 

8,1l88 

I,l38 

u,m 
8.s<l 

4,9f8 

86.642 

2,869 

2,858 

2,BOII 

:l,'I6ll 

S,911 

~62S 

17,717 

B,070 

00 

2,711 

252,014 

S4,88S 

8,562 

a.m 
-1,989 

2:l,940' 

406 

le,out 

8,144 

11,20S 

000 

860 

1,\16< 

668 

16,679 

~722 

8,784 

1,642 

1.447 

~9f8 

1,882 

886 

1S8.081 

N1IJIl-
p~ D:'d_1 Tolal. 

heroD TotalOD .... woru. 
WOlken. woru. 

\ , 
S2S,l1J8 52,888 7.16< 80,090 - 00,oso 

40'/,49< 28,!180 4,69S S~1l9a - 92,99S 

40085< 44,012 10,895 6<,807 - 6<,807 

751,882 22,406 2,8M 26.ZIO - -897,610 79.057 7,586 86,6<6 - 88,6<6 

742.800 60,87' 6,782 60,406 - 66,406 

sas.ssi' 87.800 8,7S'/ ",717 - fl,nT 

1,584,4J'1 801,007 29,172 SSO,I79 -~ SSO,179 

1,161,168 100,29'1 14,911 llfi,208 - Il5,208 

78B,<I2 I'J60 IJ54 15.904 - l5,S04 

10,'184,294 861,B8l 100,20, 851,932 - 951,9811 
~ 

674,762 88,!187 12,!18S 96,870 - 116,670 

S1l8,IBl 86,208 24,S96 109,528 - 1()9,528 

48l,02l 79,642 19,459 89,so1 - 89,so1 

666,646 SO,070 7,941 57,ill - 97,411 

'l1,BlS 12,611 8,20, 16,762 - 15.762 

Sl6,768 21.718 6,482 111,300 - 27,300 

2,89'T,OfO 912,656 12.118 86<,772 - 86<,778 

422,868 86,794 7,168 ~867 - 42,257 

119.999 61.978 1,191 66,169 - 116,169 

642$58 88,772 14,854 108,12tl - 108,128 

4~288,786 2,SBO,191 .. 1,s16 3,712.007 14,882 2,728,86. 

2,628J78 87,091 6,84l 72.9&1 - 72,882 

980,D68 8,032 - 8,022 - 8,032 

295,875 18.140- - 1S,I40- - lS,148 

6<O~09 10,434 - 10,m - 10,434 

831,948 84,665 7,766 42,810 - 42,810 

89,67! l,68.' - 1,665 - l,666 

116,701 l,09g ]84 1,1110 - 1.:110 

787.'188 6,095 896 8,420 - 8,420 

1,'l93.126 (1I)73,2OB - 7!,!182 -- 7!,!188 

60,000 2,389 - 2,668 - 8,388 

:n,ooo l,!I89 - 1,598 - 1,609 

190,B98 6,384 1,!189 7,188 - 7J9S 

196,610 8,816 6<6 9,081 - 8,081 

2,888,986 66J81 10,9'/6 87;187 - 07.187 
843,696 8,3S0 - s.sso - s.sso 
.80,28'/ 16JS0 - 18JSO - 18.190 

160,88'/ 1,384 - 1,384 - ~B8' 
108,400 8,586 128 4,Olf - 4,0101 

!l1,6<1 (0)5,800 - 6,soo - 6,SOO 

S~OOO (0) .296 - 286 - 296 
-~ 

87,876 (0)4,Ol7 - 4,917 - 4,017 

18,176,486 886,21'6 27,!18S 86S,588 - 963,568 

• Thill ftlfU1'8 'lnoludeRl,m persona em1)loyed on weaviDI. 
(0) DoWie of these figures are Dot available. 
(b) Theile are tor week ending' 19th June,l900. 

Poor-
hoUleeo .......... 
.. -

95,831 
90,228 

96,D88 

1',318 

69,019 

".227 
40,882 

212,380 

8Il,988 

29,'" 

778,168 

l6,604 

28,816 

SUll8 

14,740 

1,618 

8,82l 

94,119 

l6,896 

11,682 

23,927 

93'1,864-

18.7111 

',B07 

9,25' 

780 
4,9lI6 

1,818 

S • 

-
-
5,526 

280 

1.499 

2,!188 

9.458 

2.668 

O,ISS 

S26 

BS8 

780 

1110 

60\1 

68,608 

(e) Incomplete M flaurea for one Nimmat have DO& baeD rece1ved. 

GRAM> 
Village ToT.lL. 

40188 aDd TotaL 
o\hornlief. 

8,710 44,!3l 10I,!I81 

~I 82,420 66,4211 

- 96,092 80,9» 

28,08'/ 57,BSS 82,572 

18,009 71,118 182,781 

l6,026 66,252 112,858 

l6,908 63.788 95,606 

22,870 235,379 586,558 

lS,.08 10:l,786 21Ma. 

1,691 SlJSO 48,443 

.lfi8,21S 896,sn 1,88'/~08 

6,808 18,510 114,080 

19,257 42,872 16g,400 

6.825 S8,6<6 187,944,\ 

6,808 21,841 69.052 

2,598 'JI6 19,877 

8,821 18,442 '8,642 

48,104 142,223 626,995 

soo l6,664 55,621 

8,148 17.798 ~907 

8,476 80.402 1S8,696 

461,662 1,889,618 1.,116.223 

10.776 24,482 97.414 

- 4,897 12.929 

- 9,258 ~402 

- 780 1~28i 

- 4,696 .7J1G 

- I,BIS SJ7S 

- 9g 1,!186 

2,601 :l,001 9,021 

(a) 26,062 26,082 89,384 

- 5,525 B,OD! 

885 94. S,464 

l,696 8,194 10,381 

2,877 5,186 H,246 

89,079 42,68~ (1l)109,OO& 

SOD 2,868 ~,2B8 

5,414 8,947 21,Im 

- 896 2,009 

lS8 1111 (') 4,891 

- 700 8,000 

- 210 565 

- 606 <,62S 

67,827 B7,238 600,601 

I 

su 



50S STATISTICS; 

FOR THE, WEEK, ENDING THE 80TH JUNE, 1911O--<Jontinued. 

-
No. 

L 

2 

9 

4 

5 

6 

1 

8 

9 

10 

li 
12 

13 

14 

15 

18 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

as 
24 

26 

20 

:n 
28 

29 

80 

31 

33 

8S 

M 

SO 

86 

87 

86 

sa 
40 

41 

42 

4S 

I 

1 

Relief wora. 
- ~-p~pu1a- " " Nam-

Name ot Province 8IId ... w~'iulrLIDe'''d-I-TotaL ' 
beroD Total on 

J)iaU10&. . Uoo. .... WOI'Iu. 
works. aD'-... . 

I 

Centrallru1'" Sl4tu. Sq.MUes. 

GwalJor .• .. .. 29,1147 9,518,768 19,6IJ8 1,266 20,853 1.640 22.493 

Indore .. .. .. 8,400 1,099,900 26,618 - 28,018 - 28,618 

DewaeB. B. .. .. 165 77,922 921 - 921 - 921 

DewasJ.B. .. .. 1M 85,729 1,681 21 l,082 - 1,1)82 

Bag-Ii .. .. .. t 14,675 2,958 m 2,959 - 8,269 

Pa.tho.ri (!Ddore) .. : l 328 287 015 97 653 

Ko.r&l1dia .. .. : l 70 II 89 - 89 

Bhopal .. .. .. 6,996 95~486 9,988 1,884 11,812 200 12,132 

Rajgo.rh .• .. .. 642 119.489 2,!160 88 2,448 - 2.446 

Narsingba.rh .. .. 669 116,280 6,198 640 6.828 - 8,898 

KhUchipur .. .. 273 38,B02 170 15 185 20 205 

Kurwo.i .. .. .. 145 21.787 1,177 - 1,1'17 - 1,177 

Mo.kBudangarh .. .. 81 14.422 2' - 29 - 26 

Patbarl (Bhopal) .. 29 4,910 28 - 28 - 28 

Hahomedga.rh .• .. 29 4,720 SO - SO 200 230 

Baeoda .. .. .. 40 8,710 42 - 42 SOO 401 

Sutalle Jagtr .. .. 64 6,681 282 - 382 - 28~ 

Yuent Mohamed 9 1,000 191 - 191 - 1.1 
Kban'aJagir. 

SiroDJ Pargano. of Tonk 907 98,000 480 - 480 - 480 

Orchha. .. .. .. ~.079 333,020 .58 50 606 - 506 

Do.tia .. .. .. 912 188,440 515 - 515 - 515 

PanDa .. .. .. 2.492 2S9.ssa 272 602 874 - 87' 

Bijl1war .• .. .. D85 l28,41' 66 - ae - 66 

Ajl1tga.rb .• .. .. 171 98,048 } 
Ga.oriblll' .. .. 7B 10,148 

Sa.mtba.r ., .. .. 178 40,64l 6,646 - 5,1146 - 6,646 

Rewab .. .. .. 12,6'16 1,509,454 7,128 8B 7,2011 - 7,209 

Nagode .. .. .. 601 M~97 9,794 88 S.B20 - 3,820 

lIIalhar .. .. .. 406 17,546 1,319 18 1.SS1 - 1,331 

Robawal .. .. .. 219 43.859 004 10 21. - 214 

100ra .. .. .. 581 117,650 8,925 2,067 9,983 - 9.062 

Butlam .. .. .. 720 89,160 9.001 479 8,489 - 8,489 

Salla.na .. .. .. 126 91,512 2,397 - 2,397 - 2,397 

Sitama.u .. .. .. !150 S8,B07 1,110 - l,ll8 - l,ll0 

Piploda. .. .. .. 80 12,81' 893 - 60s - 693 

Dba< .. .. .. 1,739 187,504 16,983 l,085 17,688 - 17,688 

Barwani .. .. .. l,982 80.264 8,6IJ7 142 8,739 - 8,739 

Alirajpur .. .. .. 896 70,091 2,38'1 851 S,018 - S,018 

Jhabua .. .. .. 1,388 119,787 6.748 2Bl 5,979 - 5,1179 

loba' .. .. .. 192 14,996 918 - 918 - 918 

~Imkhera .. .. 50 4,000 128 - 128 - 128 

Baaode(D ..... ) .. 75 8,000 282 348 8BO - 8BO 

Manpur (Brlttah) .. 71 5,000 197 - 197 - JJl1 

Total Oentral India 78,319 9,641.996 IB6l71 11,048 148,219 2,516 148,796 
Slat.... 

B'yderablld .. .. 82,608 lL697.D40 414,l891 - 4l4,l1l8 - 414,189 

Baroda .. .. .. 8,228, 8,'l8,986 87,688 - 87,688 - 67,688 

• Return not received i previOWl week'. flIrureI have been repeated. 
t Inoluded in Gwalior. 
:t Not known. 
f Return. not received. 
• Includ. dependanr.a. 

Ora&mtotll .reu.r. 

Poor· VWo«e I 00 ..... 0 dole. II.Dd Tala\. 
lUtcheD~ o~rre'iCll. 

8,6IJ7 ~ 8,097 

9,468 .2,992 l2,480 

S65 441 798 

- 2!!9 2!!9 

- - -
240 21 lI6l 

49 ~ ,49 

1;nII .. 61 l,321 

S15 ..845 1,160 

889 ~ 889 

197 20 IB7 

22 40 ,88 

- 9 9 

42 - 42 

25 - 25 

42 12 64 

- - -
14 6 19 .. 

- - -
230 176 ' 406 

26 159 181 

11/ '4/1 187 

- - -

- ~ 224 

119 - 119 

149 94 243 

85 177 202 

29 - 29 

1,438 59' 1,489 

887 - ' 887 

161 62 213 . 
180 160 330 

31 94 85 

1,711 200 1~11 

l,942 488' 2,440 

B68 - 358 

180 - 180 

!150 50' 400 

77 - 77 

29 126 154 

- - ~ 

119,616 6,712 86,327 

- 88,040 88,040 

- 9S,998 9S,998 

I 
On""" 
TOiAIa 

81,190 

89.078 

1,717 

1,3.31 

9,269 

91B 

126 

lS,45B 

s.ooo 
7.707 

362 

1,246 

28 

80 

255 

455 

382 

210 

480 

911 

699 

!,Oil 

66 

5,269 

7,3.38 

',OOS 
1.59S 

249 

10,64l 

4,970 

2,550 

l,448 

768 

19P/9 

8,179 

9,376" 

8,l88 

1,3l11" 

206 

'11K 

JJl10 

l85,06lI 

-
90,989 



II •. 

1 

• 
S 

• 
6 

8 

7 

8 

9 

10 
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12 

18 

II 
]J; 

16 

17 

18 

18 

20 

21 

22 

1 

2 

I 

• 
6 

8 

7 

I 

a 
8 

• 
6 

8 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 
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. STATISTICS. ; 507 

FOR !!'HE WEEK ENDING THE 30TH JUNE, 19~OIIClu4ed. 

Beller 'Works. Gratuiw1III reUet. 
Num~ 

Na.me of Prcm.noe ed .... .... PoJ.".i."'" 
work .... / D~'::.d·1 

beron Total on D_ ... tea' WOJoka,. Poor- VUlIlP·· 
,~otaL worka. housea or doles Ootid 

kitchen other rellai'. 

Bomba" NtJfloe Statu. Sq.MUoa. 

Xathla.war .. .. 20,65' 2,75~.4.04 1'13.33< 26,834 198,868 - 198,968 87,851 8,7]J; 

Palo.npnf .. .. .. 7,775 845,626 62,610 17,Jl70 99,889 - 99,'" 8,599 . 878 

Cutch .. .. .. 0,500 558,415 00,991 - 2O~'1 - 20,991 2,410 -
Oamba.y II .. .. 8S0 89,722 87" - 876 - 878 L915 119 

Rewa Knotha II .. 4,960 7l!9,508 24,432 2 .... 26.478 ~ 98,478 .M99 442 

Mahl Kautba .. .. 9,62B 681,688 30.419 2,089 22,602 .. - 22,602 4;299 60 

Anndb .. .. .. 447 85,146 1,828 B60 2.478 - 2,478 106 26 

J'amklrandi .. .. 555 102.162 a,orT l,892 4.'" - 4,099 - 106 

lath .. .. .. I ! 7~44lI 8,162 6",1 1',283 - 1',283 188 82 ". Daphln.pur .. .. 8~'9 ... lIB ..9 - 2t9 - -
Miral (Sonior) .. .. ... 88,343 1,777 830 '~07 - 2,607 • - -
Mimj (Junior) •• .. 225 36,487 2,905 1.391 8,696 - 5,696 - --
8aDKlI .. .. .. 1,089 ''',946 9,691 9.448 13,039 - 19.039 875 98 

Kolhapur .. .. 2,855 913,lS1 2,830 724 9,6S4 - 9.654 - 941 

Akalkot ., .. .. 498 75,774 5,898 ',068 8,702 - 8,702 181 l,807 

Mudhol .. .. .. 881 81,815 L099 - 1,033 - 1,099 - -
Ph&lto.n .. .. .. '97 58,889 28Il 78 '85 - 956 - 9 

Bhor .. .. .. 1,4.91 155,099 84' - S42 - 84. 81 59 

Dha.mmpore .. .. 704 120,4.98 ...... - 9,959 - ...... 20S -
Ro.md\ll'l •• .. .. 1111 80,181 1,:l1l4 184 U78 - 1,4.78 - 118 

Ba1l!da .. .. .. 215 ~87S 9~88 - s,188 - 9,186 810 -
Kurundvad (Senior) .0 174 "'.8B9 585 20 585 - 685 - 970 

Total Bombay 64,274 7,476.64.3 B57m 83883 400,903 - 400,008 48,981 8,3U 
Native 8ta~ 

PUflJab Na'lw Bta,". 

J'lDdh .. .. .. 1,268 lI94,6BO 637 - 631 - 597 - 2,988 

Pato.udi .. .. .. 63 19,002 819 - 813 - 81' - 918 

Dujo.uo.· .. .. .. 8' 26,450 SOD - S89 - .... - 156 

Loham .. .. .. 22B 20,189 88 - 88 - 88 .- 17 

NabhD. .. .. .. 936 282,756 810 - 810 - 810 - 1.864 

Patlai& .. .. .. 5,961 1,692~'1 14,595 - 14,695 - 14,695 - 8,()51 

Baho.wn.lpur .. .. 17,280 650,04.2 9,926 - 8,93IJ - 8,929 - -----------
Total PunJo.bNo.tive 26,808 

States. 
2,806,470 .21,139 21.139 . - 21,139 .. 19,205 

GlmlmJ Provfnct.l FIIlIla-
..... 8..,.. 

Nandeaon .. .. 871 lBS,886 2,730 - 2,780 - 2.7'0 - 9,(49 

Ra.illM'h .• .. .. 1,486 198,525 2,906 - 2,906 - 2~56 - 1,808 

Ko.nker .. .. .. " .... 82,379 8,108 - 8,106 - 9.106 - '889 

KhD.1mprh .. .. 931 1~184 4,855 - 4,253 - 4,258 - 1,232 

Sru-aD"",h .. .. 6ID 83~10 1,170 - 1~70 - .1.170 - 2,854 

Sonpor .. .. .. 906 186~ l,()lO - 1,040 - l,040 - 2,82S 

Eawnrda .. .. .. 796 91,8l8 ISS - ISS - 4SS - I,tlD 

BakU .. .. .. 188 lI5,374 B64 - B64 - '04 - S59 

Baatar ., .. .. 18,062 910,884 8,260 - 8,260 - 8,250 .. 9,m 

Pat .. .. .. .. 2,69fJ SS2,197 849 - 84_ - 646 - .". 

OhhulkhadaD .. .. 154 98,298 181 - 161 - 181 - 4D2 

Bamra .. .. .. 1,088 104,887 4,56. - 4,852 - 4,852 - -
Total Oentral Pro:..mOe8 

Feudatory Slatea. 
84,702 l,7~,ss9 25,15< - 25,1M - ll6,1M S:U82 

ltuhmI.r (Jammu) .. 7,917 1,088.876 - - - 1,062 . 1,062 - -
TotalNo.UveStatea .... 019 48,995,977 ~18,BB5 108,094 ~418,T19 B,578 1,4.22.367. 1ll7,00ll 1167 .... 

GR..U","D ToTAL. Barr- 8BO,098 1lIl.'8>.788 3.6116,8'/8 588,910 4,"',788 18,440 .. U ..... 1.0'IIi,<66 718,945 
Itm PROVINOES AND . .. . .... .. . . 
NATIVB BTATBS. 

, Number. OD last day or week t in all other BIa_ they are dally o.veracea of the week. 
.. FilfUnl far week ondiq 18th.l nne, 19OO. 

10666 

/ 

GRAND 
'rOTAL. 

TotaL 

Sl..67' 2SO;uD 

8,Jl76 78.784 

2,410 29,401' 

2,03< B,4lD 

3.911 80,389 

4,310 28.821-

18. 2,810 

106 4.176 

208 18,651 

- 2t9 

- 2~07 

- 8,696 

488 13,447 

941 11.895 
2.028 10,790 

- 1,033 

• 874 

88 
_. 

209· S,86B 

118 .1.654 

SlO 9,978' 

870 1,855 

58,5'2 457,496 

.... 0 9,497 

388 1,201 

155 644 

17 8S 

1,864 2,47' 

8,1)51 22,648 

- 9,939 ------1S,:J05 ~ 

9,448 12,179 

1,808 4,714 

889 ~745 

S,:JS2 8,465 

2~ 1,824 

2,898 3,828 

1,41. 1,852 

359 1168 

9,793 18,0411 ... 1,283 

.92 65S 

- 4,86lI 

S:U .. 57,8l' 

- 1,062 

"',896 1,887,852 

~'/1K,ill -
SUI 
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Ilo. Name of ProvtDoe and 
DIB._ 

Madr€U. 

1 Kistna. 

2 Kurnool o. 

S ADBlltapur 

4 Cuddapa.h. 

STATISTICS. 

FOR THE WEEK ENDING THE 28TH JULY, 1900. 

Sq.lWles. 

B.sIY1 
71>1. 

o;zI6 

8.722 

Popu1a.
.10 .. 

1,806,582 

817,811 

7081><9 

1,872.072 

Reltel works. 
Num-
ber on Total on 

test work&-
works. 

1,861 

1,4{18 

2,410 
2,869 

1,861 

1.498 

2.410 
9,s69 

Gratnitooa relief. 

Poor- VUJ.aee 
hOUlle8o dolel and TotaL 
kitchens. other relief. 

S,080 9,060 

1,851 
1,498 

2.410 
6.929 

Total Madras •• W.908 f,664,o1' - - - 9.4211 9.4211 - 3,060 s,ooo 12,48I! 

1===1====1===11===1====1==--=' =='1===1=-===1=====1=== 

BomlttJfI and Sindh. 

1 I Ahmedabad •• 

2 Kaira. •• .. 

S Panch Maha.ls .. 

-4 Broach .. 

.6 Sura, o. 

6 Thana .• 

? Sholapur 

8 Ahmednagar .. 

9 Poona. 

)0 Khandeeb 

11 Na.sik 

12 .. tara 

1B Bijapur •• 

It BeJgaum. •• 

15 Tbar a.nd Parkar 

I Total Bombay" Si.dh 

1 Banchl o. 

j Pa.la.mau .• 

3,949 

1,809 

1,613 

1,463 

1,682 

8,578 

',&IlI 

0,646 

6,800 

10,907 

6,1M0 

.~ 

5,008 

4,667 

12,729 

921,712 

871,568 

3l3,417 

341,490 

0<9.II1I1I 

8191>80 

0750,689 

883,766 

1,087,800 

l,4OII,86l 

8431>82 
1,226,989 

790.339 

1.019,2111 

883,203 

101.IMI 
145,659 

021>66 
511,612 

4,760 

676 

97,606 

179.603 

43,<26 

25.176 

12,701 

7,638 

7,<87 

6IY/ 

IY/ 

SO,691 

'l.m 
11,960 

SlI.o7l 
19.468 

IJ61 
2,999 

7<6 

104 

126,s17 

168,860 

70,096 

67.099 

6,467 

672 

128,IIY/ 

221,67' 

66.405 

171,086 
87JOO 
23,769 

l3,4W 

4,086 

1,s62 

126,s17 

158~OO 

70,096 

87.0&9 

6,467 

872 

128,497 

221,574 

66.<05 

lTI,086 
87JOO 

~.769 
lS.4W 

4,086 

1.362 

7,s61 
1,580 

9,652 

2.002 

648 

320 

6,822 

1,902 

1,851 
L<l>06 
2,817 

217 

99 

982 

56,162 

76.074 
39.012 

67,692 

W,664 

1,922 

19~79 

27,586 

19,829 
16,407 
7,623 

6,991 
5,609 

716 

434 

691>19 

76.664 

42,664 

59,694 
30,m 

2,sI2 

26,801 

2M70 

21.780 

SO,91S 

9,s69 

7,208 

6,108 

716 

1,416 

190,930 

235,014 

112.760 

126.099 

35,s69 

~914 

163,798 

251.OH 

77.186 

202,779 

911,969 

3!'0967 

18.'37 

4,801 
2.768-

75,818 l2,263,246 1lS7.991 llY/ 1>77 1,135,568 - 1.185,568 .9,479 363.381 .06,860 1,&1l1,<2st 

,11= ~I=='!==I 

l,l28 886 

696.770 

7.764 

194 

7,764 

11M 

U70 

808 

I 
, ! 

I 
6,s281 

744 

14,B62 

1,086 

TotDI_ "1===l3,046===I==I,~~==~=I,==7~,086==I==-===F==7=,()68==I==~==I,==19~J=OO=I=~6,709=='17====003==1===6.07==~I===16,J,58== 

N.-W. P. ao4 Oudh. 

1 Mutua .. 1,441_- - - - - 203 203 

J Agm •. .• •• l,fH6 640,469 - - - - - ss - 53 , 

! JbaD81 .. .. .. 1,1MO 91<,528 1,26S - 1,26S - l,086 l!96 968 1.sea I 21><6 

Total N.-W. P. aDd f..--.,996--I--l,837-'--,64-7+-I-,26S-f..--_--I---1,26S-+---+-1-,263-If--SS-1+--968-+--1.-51-9 i--;;; 

0::" : i 

1 Blsear 0, 

» Boblak •. 

S GurgaoD o. 

f Delhi .. 

~ Xarn&l •• 

e lbe1um ., 

Total PuD1nh 

, 

6,2l7 776,1)06 62,244 2S.o7l '/5,616 - 75.616 2,sIM I 26.7171 28,m I 
I,m 6110,476 22,837 s,517 !6,J!66 - !6,J!66 1M 5.899 6.rm i 

llM.726 

'1.981 

1,\184 668,029 9,891 2l>16 l2,207 - l2,207 664 a,.SlII 3.087 i 
1,200 _ 6611 08 667 - 667 1661 - , 166 i R12 

__ ~_~_06_I __ :_" _:_8+_~_~0_s+-~--f--~-0.-91-·f--~-r--l0-~-14+---LI ~1-_l_2.:_ 
16,0811 8,966,878 lOS"'" Sl.SOB IS5,aI7 6S4 136.881 8,3871-.... ;;I'P' 178.189 

• Figures for week endlDr 14th lui,., 1900. 
t D.Uy a.verapa of tho week. 



STATISTICS. 509 

FOR TllB WEEK ENDIXG TIIB 28T1I .JULY, 1900-....t~ 

I -1= 
BeUeI_ --'"""'-Nam--_01 ___ 

W-jn:d-! TotaL 

-.. Totol .. GllAlID - .... w .. a Poor- do~ TouIo. 
w .. a bJ'::; TotaL 

ki .... "'.:Iid: 

-- Sq.lIlIeL 1 
1 -- .. .. . . 4Jm 5Il.748 1O,56l eJ6 u.m - ll.l87 65 •• 17,ll16 '12.6118 83IlS5 

I Domoh .. .. .. 2,I!8l - .!I(l - SIO - ... ...... 2,8l0 ..."" "'.'I5lI 
I l1lbbulpont .. .. 3MB 'its.ltB l!,O'/< l.ll0 - -

I - D,lB9 l3,'/83 4'I,95l! Ikl,lJII 

< - .. .. .. .... 71 3!I8.m fir'll'! - 6,518 - I 
6,518 1O,w 1.705 .... 17 lIIfo/§ 

• .... 1 .. .. .. 
.."" I 

1110.787 ,,711 061 <,m - <.m ...... 2,389 2'1,714 ...... -. N __ 
UUo t 38'l.Q08 - - - - I - 8,<65 l,89II 8,S5l ',!6l .. .. 
..... 1 I 7 lI""""bod .. .. 531,t16 22,m 2,771 25JB8 - l!5,lli8 1 88,531 4,1!64 85,385 UD.57J 

8 >rl .... .. .. .. 3,357 I ....... 5,850 2,1lO 7 .... - 7 .... 1 87".. 10,688 78, ... ....... 
• - .. .. .. ..... - 16m 2,478 1II1S - lII.s;3i 7 .... 1 9,4711 8B.l70 l2B,02S 

10 ChhIDd ..... .. .. ..... 401 .... 17.741 >.178 "',9l9 - "'~ .. I ...,... 2. ... ....... 87)88 
11 Wardha ._ .. .. 2. .... 400,85< - .. 781 lI8,8l0 - 38,8l0 I 88)91 5,081 85,272 103,883 

.u Naepor •• .. .. 3JH3 W1lJm 9,8H l,llI8 ll,08S - ll.IIB3 33,22'/ 28,99'/ 8O,2U 'Il,3O'/ 

·18 ChaDda .. .. .. 10.749 /III,6IJJ 84,1<16 7 ..... '12.l8O - 72.l'" lO8,882 ...... IT.,38l 199,51l 

U B_ .. .. 3,9Il8 7 ...... ...... 4,658 ........ - ........ ...... !l.2U 1Il,7U 1IO,2Ol 

J6 """'"""* .. .. 3,UOI !83,331 lD,B'lIl I.m 17)88 - 17)88 87165 2'/,s1Jl 95,187 llJl,S57 

11 

_par 
.. .. .. 11,'121 ...... <2'1 110,678 16,5<8 l2B.2'l6 - l2B.2'l6 ......-z 25.140 .... J1I'/ 5IlO,203 

17 BilMpur •• .. .. s.su , 1) ...... 84,23t I...,., 'I5,05l - 75,or;< 125,654 17,688 le.su m,m 
.18 Sam ......... .. .. <.9t81 788,413 14,f89 1 .... 18,'" - lB,022 53,810 ...... 65,128 '11.750 

ToIolOeJdnll_ 86.5<21 10._ - "',989 63l,3tl! - - 1.Ul,7!2 2lJl,357 l,8M.089 2.l65.4al 

BmIr. . 
1 Akola .. .. .. ......~ 574,782 ....... ..... ss.m - ss.m I..".., ....., ......, 105,2'/ • 

'1 Buim .. .. .. J,956 i 396,l8l 87Jl3fl 18,250 8B,l88 - 8B,l88 7,203 <.018 l1,2l8 87.406-

3 BoldaDa •• .. .. ......, 48l.O21 ...... l5,Ol8 7B.8'" - '11\,658 - 8,3l. ...... 111.2118 

• Amraoti •• .. .. 2.750 I - 47 ..... 6,870 ...... - ...... 8B,l88 B,878 2'/,!04 ... .• 10 

• w .. .. .. .. ".111 1 m.m L1,f03 ..... 17 .... - 17,055 .. .,., 5,388 9.789 ....... .. I!IIlehP" .. .. 2,628 .... '/901 ... < .. 2,389 2'/,989 - 2'/,989 2l,22O l5,088t ...... IIS,6I8 

Total Bcn.r u .. 17.717 2.fI1I ,lIfO 210).8'12 ...... - - - los.7IN f3,238 If7,Q32 -I , , 
! I , 

AI--..Jl",.,., .. 

1 AI .... .. .. .. 2,010 - 18)" 5,388 29,633 - 29,633 lB,33O 508 18,838 ",388 

.2 .............. .. .. iIU 111,989 fII,851 8,478 IS,lJlO - IS,lJlO l2,O38 5,f01 17.43'1 70,688 

Tolal AJzner..Kenra.ra 1.711 5Il!,!58 84,798 n .... '11.88! - '11.88! ...... 5JlIl'/ M.m UO.93& 

ToialBri ..... _ - !I8.871.lJl7 U78.1'i"l ........ - ll!,IOO 2.B<B.l48 l,!iI8.888 6118)15 l!,383,1U 4,6011.268 

--~ ........... .. .. ....... 1.IIIB.l78 I!O,IIIN "'17 65,8U - 65,81J l6,53l 8,2ll 11.731 79,U1 ., To"" .. .. .. l!,56lI - 5,6'/0 - 5,6'/0 - -'5,6'/0 
" .. I - " .. I 7J11l 

I lIuDdI .. .. .. 2J9) 1116,875 18,!11 - 18,!11 - 18,!11 f,S88 - f,S88 -t - .. .. l.982 ....... ..... - ...... - Mg.I 788 - 788 IJ1I7 
'\I BibDer ~. .. .. !2,MO '8S1,941 l5,llI >.108 l8,Z2II - l8,Z2II 7.063 - 7/S l!5,m' .. Shah ..... .. .. f06 8lJJm 86Il - 86Il - 8Il2 880 - 889 L7U ., , ......... .. .. lB,08O 115,701 7ll! Ill! 80f - .... .. 8Ii ill lUi 
8 AI .... .. .. .. ..... 787.788 ..... ... e. ... - .. ... Ii! 2.71lS 1.765 9,!2S 

I ........... -. .. ll,203 1.7II2.l3I I Ca)/!lJ.2'/7 - 88.877 - 88.877 - Ca) 23,8l7 23.8l7 -10 SOh ....... ... -- .-. BOO . I!O,OIIO lOS - 9GS - 1183 ...... - ...... &,786 , 
I 



510 ·STA'l'ISTlCS • 

. FOR THE WEEK ENDING THE 28TI[ JULY, 190O"-"'.!iM<e<i • . 
. 1teHeI .-ark .. Gratuitoue reUe1'. 

Bo. 

-

. 
11 

12 

IS 

U 

16 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

1 

2 

B 

4 

6 

8 

7 

8 

0 

10 

11 

12 

IS 

l' 

16 

18 

17 

18 

19 

20 

1I1 

112 

113 

84 

26 

118 

17 

118 

19 

10 

II 

III 

18 

116 

sa 

Num-
Name of ProvfDce and Area. 'PTo:,lo.- beron Total on 

Dis ....... 1.0D. 
worken.1 Dep.nd-

test works. Poo~ I v~ Tolaol. 'Work&. houses or doles Bod an ... kitchens. o~er -. .-
RtVputana Seatu-cont. Bq.:MUea. 

Ko ... .. .. .. 66() 21,000 1.087 - 1,087 - 1.087 441 780 

Sirohl .. .. .. 1.964 190,836 7,288 2,013 9.801 - 9,BOl 1.424 1,BOl 

Ktsbangarh .. .. 888 125,616 6,744 an 7,ru; - 7J16 1,648 9,226 

J'alpur " .. " 16,670 2~2!I.OO6 46,!126 10,514 66,8S9 - 66,839 MOS 56.796 

Jh.aJa. war " " 2.722 S4S,6113 1.6'78 - 1,878 - 1,878 2,465 200 

Kotah " .. " 3.184- 626,267 14,831 - 14,8Sl - 14,88l 6.779 B,8S8 

Kan.u1i " .. " 1,348 166,68'/ 756 - 756 - 786 240 -
Dungarpur " " l,447 165,400 6.618 - 8,618 - '0.618 I.BOIl -
Ba.08Wara, .. .. 1.946 211.641 5,526 - 6,626 - 5,526 884 -
Kushalgarh " .. 1,292 Bl.ooo 287 - 28'/ - 28'/ 266 -
Pa.rtabgarh .. .. 886 rn,'n5 . 566 - 688 - 666 43. -
Tota.l BaJputana. States 128,os1 12.175,426 266.746 21,881 277,106 - 277J06 59,390 86,006 

(]entrtd India Statu. 

Gwalior .. .. .. 29.047 3,619.783 11,627 98B 12,810 1,093 1lI,702 9,698 -
Indore " 

_. 
" 8,400 1.099.000 14,976 - 14,976 - 14,976 8,936 1,524 

Dewo.sS.B. .. " 156 77.m 641 - 641 - 641 926 890 

Dewas:r~B. .. " 184 66.729 77 - 77 .- 77 - 2!19 

BagU " -. .. t 14,876 2,958 411 B,8S8 - S,8S8 247 -
Path&r1 (Indore) .. f f 630 28'/ 817 - 817 84 21 

Xaraudia " .. t t - - - - - 43 -
Bhopal " .. .. 6.998 952.486 11,744 1,489 13.2SB 164 1!1,381 4.764 60 

Balga,rh .. .. .. 642 119,489 746 - 746 - 746 28/ .983 

N IU'Blnghga,rh _ . .. 669 116,280 l,629 73 1,702 - 1.702 1,146 -
lthUchipur .. .. 2'/3 - l2!I - 128 - 128 242 -
'lturwai .. .. " 146 21,'/6'1 410 - 410 - 410 162 20S 

lIfaksudanga,rh •. .. 61 14.422 - - - - - -
Pathari (Bhopal) .. 29 4.816 - - - - - 41 -
Hah.mmaclgarh .. 29 4,720 8 - g 200 008 46 -
Basoda .. .. .. (0 8,710 ~ - ~ 2!19 I!IS1 42 8 

Suta.lla.lasir .. 64 6.081 - - - - - 25 ~ 

Yuauf Mohamed Khan'I!! 9 1.000 106 - 106 - 106 8 6 
Jagir. 

Slronj Parpaa at Tonk 607 IIS,OOO 670 896 985 - 985 2!19 2lO .. 

Orohha .. .. .. 2,079 sss,OOO 473 69 632 - 632 24B 118 

Da.tl. .. .. .. 912 188,440 90 - 90 - 90 30 136 

PaDDa. .. .. .. 3,492 2!19,38S filii 292 610 - 619 101 41 

BUa.war •• .. .. 985 llIS,414 24 - 24 - 84 - -
Alai_h •• .. .. 771 89,MB } • I 
Gaurlbar .. .. .. 7S 10.146 

Sa.mth&r .. .. 178 40,64l 800 - 800 - 600 - 224 .. 
Bewah .. .. .. 12.976 1.606.464 9,902 - 8,SOl! - S.602 lI38 -
'Nogode .. .. .. 601 84.097 2.6'78 7lI 2,761 - 2.761 S46 OS .. 
Halhar . - 406 77.646 S69 7 S66 - S66 69 ill .- .. .. 
8oh&wa1 •• .. 1I18 43,863 167 4 161 - 161 36 -.. 
1 .. ", .. .. .. 681 117,660 2,810 630 9,140 - 9,140 l,629 79 

Buttam 720 89,180 828 1146 8'13 - 8'13 IJOO -.. .. .. 
BallaD .. .. .. .. 126 81,512 1.008 - 1.009 - l,006 l38 118 

8Uamau .• S60 8!1~ S4l) - S4l) - S4l) S66 160 .. .. 
Plploda .. 60 12.814 S69 - S60 - S60 78 -.. .. 

• Return Dot received; prevloua week', flpreB hs.ve be6D repeated. 

NotknowD. ' i Inoluded in Gwalior. 

Return. Dot received. (OJ FiifUre8 for wef'k IIIDdlnA' 90th 1une.1900. 
(b Fiau-roB for week eDelinll' 7th July/190o. 
'«(I) TheM are inoomplete &II .oIl'UJ'eI or lome cUalricta bay. aot beeD reoelved 

'1'0 ..... 

1,221 

2.746 

10,87S 

89,288 

2,886 

• 10,647 

240 

I~ 

884 

2Il5 

4S6 

146~96 

0,698 

10.460 

1,018 

2!19 

247 

106 

43 

4.604 
1,220 

IJ46 

2<2 

S66 

-
41 

46 

46 

62 

8 

430 

980. 

166 

142 

-

224 

2!18 

9S8 

170 

36 

1,708 

1,100 

197 

606 

78 

GRAND 
To", ... 

2,808 

l2,046 

17,988 

(,)116.12'1 

4,348 

26,8S8 

1176 

8.017 

6,409 

663 

1,001 

422.601 

29,390 

26,488 

1,857 

318 

3,816 

922 

43" 

18J91 

1,966 

2,646 

366 

766 

";" 

41 

251 

Sl6 

62 

118 

1,226 

893 

266 

861(0) 

84(6) 

684 

9,640 

9,089 

6B6 

le6 

4,646 

2,06lI 

1,170 

846 

4118 



STA.TISTICS. ' 

Bellef woru. GratwtoWl relief. 
. 

Num~ 
0. Name of Promae and .&r ... 

Po_ 

wor_1 De.E,:'d-1 TolaL 

beroD. Total aD 
DilWt.aa. II ... ..., 'Workl. Poor- vm ... J 

.. 
!17 

118 

SO .. 
I • .. .. 
1 

1 

1 

• 
3 

• 
6 

6 

7 

8 

Q 

1 

1 

1lI 

13 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0 

1 

4 

• 
6 

7 

8 

• 

1 

2 

I 

• 
• 
6 

7 

, 
worka. 

C'.tnWal Indfa 8tatu-00.' Sq.MlIes. 

Dba.!, .. .. .. 1,789 167,1X14 16,013 1,687 16,640 - 18,640 

Barwanl •• .. .. 1,362 1l),2M S.62II 1M S,II83 - 9,688 

Alitajpur •. .. .. 836 70,091 2,S69 82 2.!O1 - ,,881 

Jha.bua .. .. " 1 .... 119,787 .:m - .:m - ',9Z1 
Jobat .. .. .. 192 " .... 190 - 190 - 190 

Nimkhera .. .. 60 <.600 140 - 140 - 145 

Bagode (Dewaa) .. 75 8,000 40 96 141 - 141 

Manpur (Britiab,) .. 71 5,000 15 - 15 - 15 
---f- ---

Total Oentral India 
s ...... 

78,918 ',642,996 85,236 8,759 91,991 1.676 93,667 

Ryderabad .. .. 82.89. 1l.6S7,otO 888,2931 - 888,293 - -
Baroda .. .. .. 8,'" 2,415,856 72,.59 - 72.959 - 72,95' 

Bomba" Nail", Statu. 

Ka.thlawar .. .. 1IO,559 2.762,4M 180,167 26)67 ""' .... - 200,854 

Pala.npur .. .. 7,775 6 ...... 65,836 10,686 88,4l1l - 86,421 

Outch .. .. .. 6,500 658.415 17,668 - 17i568 - 17,856 

Cnmbay •• .. .. 950 89.TJ2 24 
, - 24 - 24 

Bowa Ko.ntha. •• .. 4.680 7!IS,600 19.688 759 00,424 - 10,424 

1Ilabi Ita""'" .. .. ..... 581,568 ......, 2,410 28,.010 - 28,616 

Anndh .. .. . . 447 op,l48 9ll 176 . 1.087' - 1,087 

In.mkhandi .. .. 656 102,162 1.762 - 1,762 - 1,762 

Jath .. .. .. 
1 ! 71,449 7,465 6.013 12,568 - 12,008 

'7' Dapblapur .. .. 8,343 214 47 261 - 961 

Miro.j (Senior) •• .. ... II8,W! 2,500 '118 3,23Ii - B,238 

Mlraj (Junior) •• .. :l25 S5.4!17 1,085 61. 1,654 - 1,654 

So.uR'h .. .. .. 1,083 23Il,M5 9.622 2,S69 13,462 - 13,482 

Kolbapur .. .. 2,855 913,191 1,296 264 1,660 - 1,550 

Almlkot .. .. .. 498 76.774 6.77' 2,663 8,662 .- s..,,, 
Mudho1 .. .. .. SBI 01,816 I,SQ) - 1,!186 - I,BIll 
Phaitan ., .. .. 637 59,238 484 106 006 - ... 
Dba.rampore .. .. 704 120,498 1,521 - 1,521 - 1,6'\ 

Bamdura •• .. .. 169 38,181 87. 88 962 - oro 
BaDlda .. .. . . 215 41~15 1.680 - 1,086 - 1,080 

Kurundvad (Senior) .• 174 43,800 865 3S S98 - SOB 
------._-- -----

Total Bombay Native 52,788 7,319,974 344.1182 68,640 468,82:l - 406,622 
8~nt6s. 

Pu'~ab Nat"" SI4e.. 

J'indb .. .. .. 1,268 - SO< - .... - BOt 

Po.taudl .. .. .. 53 \9. ... 7M - 756 - 'IfiIi 
Dulan. .. .. .. 68 lID.460 IllS - 228 - 218 
Laham " .. .. 8:l8 IO,1S9 119 - .. - .. 
Nabba. .. .. .. 838 a80,7611 668 - 668 - 668 

I1atiala .. .. " 5,961 l.683.621 28,610 - Zl,020 - -Ba.ha.walplU' .. .. 17.265 1160.642 1,710 - I,no - 1,716 ------ -ToW Punjo.1:I Native ....... - 2,806,<76 18,683 - 28,683 - 26,683 

I 
• Return not received; proriona week'. fteuree have been repeated. 
I lncludee dependant&. 

hi=:' doles and 
Io.i o&her .relief 

l,62l 117 

2J23 61' 

678 -
1 .. 228 

400 60 

1!17 -
l!O4 160' 

12 -
85,935 6,'16 

- 1ll,416. 

- 80,741 

32,857 8,857 

1,700 1,802 

2,079 -
168 .. 

4 .... 3!8 

6.611 "" 136 85 

- 182 

!184 BI 

- -
- -
- -

468 60 

- 457 

140 1,89~ 

- - .. 
- 16, ... - .. 

- 118· 

623 -. .. 
, 

- 828· 

",407 I404.S 

- .2,622 

- 441· 

- 158 

- 7 

- 1,7611 

- \2,606 

- -
- .17,851 --

.. F'iaurM are for the week Godinii' 14th July, 1900. 
(0) Numben ,on last dAY of week: In all other S~ tbey r.re dalIy .. ~ of the week. 
(b) Fip,ree for week eodina Iflh July,liOO.. 

Tala\. 

-

1,838 

2,612 

678 

S7l 

460 

l!I7 

854 

12 

"1,811 

11~416 

SO.741 

41,714 

9,101 

2,079 

280 

4,381 

0,878 

171 

.. 192 

471 

-
-
-

618 

457 

.a.041 

-
15 ... 

.. 116 

.. 623 

828 

68,689 

·3,522 

441 

158 

7 

1.7611 

\2,606 

-
---
17~'1 

GnAND 
TOTA.L. 

-----

1s.m 

6,B26 

2,069 

6,298 

640 

282" 

495 

:11 

185.2'18 

499,i09 . 

109,700'-
-

248,"'" 

95,52' 

(4)19,637 

>0< 

24,801 

(b}33.888 

1,"'1 

1,89< 

. 12,9711 

261 

.,238 

1,664 

14.000 

2,rH/ 

10,408 

1,880 

815 

1,'180 

1,078 

(<<)1,609 

1,226 
---

4T7,621 

8,826 

1)96 

S8I 

196 

3.324 

84,525 

.. no 
---

44015 
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No. Name of Provinces &Dd 
Dlatrlct8. 

OentJ"al Prov'na, 
Feu4lJtorl/ Statu. 

1 Nnndgaon .. .. 
2 Baiga.rh •• .. .. 
8 Kanker .. .. 
4 Kh&lragarh .. .. 
6 Saranga.rb .. .. 
6 Bonpur .. .. .. 
7 Kaward& .. .. 
8 Saktt .. .. .. 
9 Bastar .. .. .. 

10 Pa.tna .. .. .. 
11 Ohhuikbadan .. .. 
12 Bam .. .. .. .. 

Total Oentral Provinces 
Feudatory Sta.tes. 

Kashmir (J'ammu) .. 

Total N e.tln Statelt .. 
OUND TOTAL, BRIT-

ISH PnOVINCBS AND 
NAtlV1li STATES. 

Mad ..... 

1 KistDo. .. .. .. 
2 Quddapah .. .. 

Total Madras .. 

Bomba" and SimlA. 

1 Ahmedabad .. .. 
2 Kat .. .. .. .. 
S Panch Mahn.18 '0 .. , Broach .. .. .. 
6 Sura. .. .. .. 
6 Thana .. .. .. 
1 Bholapur .. .. .. 
8 Ahmednawar .. .. 
9 Poona .. .. .. 

10 Khaudeah .. .. 
11 NMik .. .. .. 
12 Sa.t&ra .. .. .. 
18 BUa.pur .. .. .. 
14 Belpum .0 .. .. 
15 Thar and Parka!' .. 

Total Bombay a.ud 
81Ddh. 

_.,. 
1 Ba.DOhl .. .. .. 
B Pa.J.Am&U I. .. .. 

Total BenpJ. .. 

STATISTICS. 

FOB THE WEEK ENDING THE 28TH JULY, 1900-ooncitukd. 

Belief worke. GmtuU;oUB relief. 
Num-

Ar .... p~uJa.. 

work .... ·ID~:d. 
berOD Toto.lon 

OD. te .. works. Poor- Villa.. I Total works. hODBe!i or doles and 
kitcheps. other relief. 

SQ.lIIileo. I 
871 18S.800 1,'1~ - 1.7''9 - l.j211 i - 14.469 

1.486 168.525 1.286 - 1.286 i - 1.2Il6 1 - 2,798 

1,428 82.879 1,458 - 1.468 - 1.468 - 85l! 

991 181.184 1,820 - 1,9!lO - 1.920 - 3.532 
M() 83.210 1,409 - l,409 - 1.409 - 2~ae 

906 195.245 212 - 212 - 212 I 2,981 

798 91,813 147 - U7 - 147 i - l.6S5 

158 25.574 145 - 146

1 

- 1461 - 209 

19.(162 810,884 1,892 1.892 
1 - - 1.892 1 - 9,246 

2,999 882,197 8.562 - 8.562 - 9.682 i - 1,610 

1M ae.288 III - III - 1lI - 444 

1,898 1_7 SlIM - !,7M - 3.iM - -------
24;702 1,706,852 17.024 - 17.0"..4 - 17.024- - 40,611 

-
1,917 ],088,616 - - - 284 2M - -

-
406,628 48,84l.S08 1,190,9.20 91.767 1.282.6'17 1.940 1,284,617 149.482 806.482 

1!52,ll84 87.i'i12.436 3,069,097 447.423 3,516,620 14,240 3,530,760 1,746.480 872.69'/ 

FOR THE WEEK ENDING THE 25TH A.UGUST, 1900. 

2,S07 1,865,632 -' - I - 1,825 

8,722 U72.072 - - - 1.072 

17.119 8.127.654 - - _ . 2/1J1 

I 
I 

3,949 I 921.712 10.190 21,821 9l.611 -
1.609 871,689 74,866 7,788 82,892 -
1,613 81M17 42.789 8.6S2 48,sil -
1,483 I 841.'90 23,986 4,201 2a,l87 -
1.002 849.989 - - - -
!PIS 819,680 142 99 241 -
4,M2 760.689 8\.112'/ 22,601 1_ -
8,845 888.765 - S8,6ro 190,246 -
5,889 1.997,800 85,107 9,897 44.844 -

10.m 1.460,80' 105,488 90.667 ISMIl3 -
5,949 842,582 69.00l 17,604 78,612 -
,,897 l,895.986 26,884 8,694 91.948 -
5,008 796,689 6.071 1 1,841' 8,612 -
4,667 1,o1S,201 998 819 1.917 -

12,729 292,2OS 199 18 2ll -
15.818 12,2e8,240 680,828 181,940 842.'17S -

--

7.140 1,128,886 11.788 - 11.783 

4,905 696,'170 92 - 92 

-
12,04:j 1.725.656 11,976 - 11,976 

• "hlures fol' weak ending' 11th Aueun.l900. 
t Da.Uy .vef'tLROl 01 &he week. 
, P'18'ur81 inoomplete. 

8M 
4Sl 

1,865 

1,825 - -
l.O72 - 9.100 

2,897 .. 9.100 
-- -

91,611 5,S87 65,(118 

82,692 1,807 m.072 

46,371 9.m 12,m 
28,,18; 1.615 " 79,231 

- om ss,45S 
241 Sll l,88S 

1_ 5,2SI 19,618 

190,246 1,819 26,829 

44,644 1.148 26,869 

186,093 11,8Sl. 28,249 

'/6,612 2,642 7,803 

31,948 1.686 18,629 

8,612 M9 2.425 

1,817 - 812 

2ll 887 748 

842,'17S 87,544 484,m 

-

12,617 5,4lI8 S99 

W 1,297 -
l!I,140 8.786 S99 

TotaL 

I 
1 
I 

14,4&91 
2,798 

862 

8,632 

2,936 

2,981 

1,696 

20' 

9,246 

1,610 

444 

-
40,611 

-

455.964 

2,719.ff17 

-
9)00 

9)00 

70.486 

116,039 

76,891 

74,846 

84,0l!6 

1,974 

24;8S5 

26.696 

27.012 

89,880 

10,606 

14.715 

8,(114 

812 

1,845 

521,815 

2,S07 

1,297 

7.18J 

GRAND 
TOTAL. 

16.1US 

4,083 

2,81~ 

4,852 

4,_ 

S,lPS. 

1.682 

864 

ll.,lS1 

6.072 

666 

S,7M 

67.685 

-

1.740,681 

6,249,887 

1$25 

4,172 

6.997 
== 
, 

161,976-

197,631 

122,962' 

103.035. 

84.026: 

1.915· 

129,!1S9. 

216.942 

71,666. 

175.078 

07.011 

48,002. 

1I,6/lb 

2,129 

1_ 

1,B84,688t 

18.48¢ 

1,820 

2O,SOt 



· 

No. Name of ProvlnOl Ud 
D_ 

-
N.-W: Popel Dud"" 

I Mu"ra. .. .. .. 
2 ..... .. .. .. 
• Jhand .. .. .. 

Toto,1 N.-W. P. @oDd 
Oudb. 

PunJt4. 

1 Biasar .. .. .. 
• Boh .... .. .. .. 
9 Gurgaon- .. .. 
4 Kam&! .. .. .. 

Total Punjab .. 

Centra' hew."., 

1 8&11Ior .. .. .. 
a Da.moh .. .. .. 
3 Jubbulpore .. .. 
• Mnndla .. .. .. 
• Seout .. .. .. 
8 Narainghpur .. .. 
7 Boahn.ngaba4 .. .. 
8 Nlmo.r .. .. .. 
• Be ... .. .. .. 

10 Ohhindwo.ra .. .. 
II W ..... ho .. .. .. 
12 Na.lPur .. .. .. 
I" Ohondo .. .. .. 
I< BhaDdara .. .. 
16 Balaghaa,. .. .. 
16 lla\p'" .. .. .. 
17 Blla&pur II .. .. 
18 Sambrupur .. .. 

Total Ceotral 170-
vIn ..... 

Jl<nJ,. 
1 Akolo. .. .. .. 
a Baolm .. .. .. 
8 BuI ....... .. .. 
• Allll'lloti II .. .. 
6 Wun .. .. .. 
a E1l1cbpur .. .. 

Total. &l'fU' .. 

4JmdI'-N..-wara. 

1 Ajmer .. .. .. 
• Merwam .. .. .. 

• 
Total Ajmor-liertfll.l'a 

Total Brltlsh Province. 

10566 

STATl8TlCS. 

rOR TB~ WEEK ENDING THE 26m AUGUST, 1900-oontinved. 

Belter worb. Gratai&ous relief. 
N"",· ...... Polo ..... 

WO,ker+'.:: •• / TolaL 

.... on To.} OD ... .... worka. Poor~ VIllage 
worka. boulIOIJ or doles :I::t 

kitcheDL 0 ...... 

SQ.MlIea.. 

1,441 S82,'" - - - - - 1M -
1.8<6 MO.459 - - - - - .. -
1,8(0 91 ... 28 - - - - - WI 788 

'.928 lJ1S7.647 - - - - - '09 788 
~ -

. 
6,217 778,008 84.770 1.,::116 87,085 - 97,D86 1,3156 . 27,888 

1,'1B7 "','76 2&$28 ',201 SI.928 - 81.928 280 7,042 

1,984 668,929 8.943 2,047 8,900 - 8,9\10 642 ' ',428 • 2,408 88S,ns 2,029 783 '~12 - UI2 - 1,988 

lIoltK 1,718;28 1I2,070 1J,S28 80.928 - 80$88 J,I27 41)'0 

4,007 691.748 ',808 :m ',1181 - 4.~ .... '07 1'.0'18 
J,281 825,813 00 - 00 - 00 38,202 J,283 

~ 748,148 8,444 108 8,660 - 8,660 33,428 ',607 

6,0<7 !139m 16,416 - 16.418 - 16,<18 00$13 4,446 

8;98 S70.7W7 2,8114 620 3,21' - 3,21< 111)51 2,7;1 

1~18 38'/,628 - - - - - 4,808 2,028 

f,OO< 1\29,0<6 10,.,. 2,202 12,18'1 - 18,187 64m 7,1106 

8m 269,488 8,430 .95 4$86 - 4$86 8M."! 18,066 

8,98< !ISS)96 33,0lI2 1,698 88,8'18 - !13,0'18 77)'7 !l6,66a 

'.928 '07~94 11,677 2,008 18.086 - 19,086 88"20 a,487 

2,4J8 400,864 11 .... 1,998 lB,36I! - 19,862 ")79 7~ 

~ 767~ " .. 70 &!IS U08 - 4,10" 82,04' 88)76 

10,749 887,610 33~ .. na 88,634 - !13,98< 1BO,II2Il 29,292 

~68 742,860 1~B8 8,682 21)20 - al,1m 76,684 88,810 

8)89 B8B,BBI 11,826 97' 12,200 - 12,200 84)99 88,98< 

11,124 l,584,4Z1 18,696 "~18 2O,Il1I - 20,1)11 "',696 16,488 

8,641 1,11H.1GB 1I7,B78 6,274 33)68 - 33)68 14")'9 ......,. 
4~ 796.419 6,857 \!89 8,8<8 - 6,8<6 M,eU 2,881 

88 .... 10,784,294 2l'~68 29)78 "',544 - 248 .... ~786,078 ~97 
- := ---

2,660 674,782 20,078 ")112 24,166 - 84)86 al,708 .~ 

a .... 898,181 4Ml. 4,100 49,714 - 49,714 29,106 lO,m 

2~ tSl,mu 61,403 8,197 67,696 - 67 .... 26,18'1 8,088 

8,76' 86M'6 18,168 1,463 1 ..... - 19,889 14,47S 1$86 

8,911 471~1" 2,168 1,084 ~216 - 8.218 4,710 .... 51 

I.OSS SIM98 6.746 896 8.aao - 6,!13O 12,409 14,7'7. 
f--.---.---

17,717 2.897,040 U4.072 18,641 160,713 - 160.713 107,69" 40$88 

'1== -- b=, 

8,070 48J, ... .. "" OM ,,87' - 4,9'14 10,608 .17 

641 119 .... 1I7m6 8,08S 44.0'" - 44,048 1 ..... 2,B4O 

~'nl 648,3&1 Q.415 7,(102 48,417 - .8,417 22,741 f.!l67 

lIlI7,789 S6.897.023!l,lM,1JS1 ll!I3.08'/ 1,387S18 4)68 1 ... 1,800 1,l102.281 847,826 

• Rewa" Phulem Railway relief work 1D ~e GUf1r8OD District; c1oeed. 
t lo'hirures incomplete. 
t ~cludll6 960 penoo. employed OD wea'tilll'. 

Tola!. 

.1M .. 
1,013 

1.195 

29.041 

7,272 

4,988 
.' 1,988 

1-.-
43,20'/ 

76,6'73 

f2J86 

.... 33 

31,.918 

21,916 

8.B28 

",1182 

80,693 

• 102,899 

99,007 .. ~ 
96,2B( 

179.781 

lOO~94 

121.061 

685,11. 

186.418 

8'1)1I2 

1.998.m3 

26,006 ...... 
91;179 

16,8!l8 

7)84 

1I7,l68 

147.925 

lUas 

15~1 

1I7,D04 

2.7-i9.4HS 

513 

I 
GRAND 
Tar,lII .. 

lSI .. 
1.01S 

1,196 
~ 

.... 108 

S8,801 

13,9S8 

"798 ---
1.,,1l6S 

80.45<. 
4J,286 

49,~ 

46.734-

25,l29 

8,829 

86,089 

64,9611 

1"6.3'11 

62,088 

70,1106 

108,88'/ 

218$96 

130,614-

133.257 

685)8& 

I98,57G 

99.B08 

2,341,667 

---

60,770 

.. .. 97t 

68.878 

36,477 

IO,!l3O 

",588 

306,688 

l6,797 

59,611 

75,421 

4.1-11 .. 163 

ax 
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No . Name of Provtnce Bond 
DlstrlotO. 

RaJpUM1I4 ~ta"'. 

:1 Marwar .• .. .. 
J Tonk. .. .. .. 
8 Bundi .. .. .. , Bhantpur .. .. 
6 Bikaner .0 .. .. 
8 Sha.bpura .. .. 
7 J'Jl-t .. lmer .. .. 
8 Alwar .. .. .. 
9 Meywo.r '0 .. .. 

10 Kb';'wara ~ Bill~"''' 
n Kotra of ewar 

·11 Strohl .. .. .. 
18 Klsha.nprh .. .. 
14 Jaipur .. .. .. 
16 Jba1a.war .. .. 
18 Kola.b .. .. .. 
17 Dungarpur .. .. 
18 Banawara. .. .. ~ 
19 KuabaJprh .. .. 
20 Parlabpl'b .. .. 

Total Rajputana Btaw 

Cmtral India SIa"" 

1 Gwallor •. .. .. 
! Indore .. .. .. 
'. Dewaa 8. B. .. .. 
4 Dewasl.B. .. .. 
6 Batrll .. .. .. 
8 Path.&ri (Indore) .. 
7 ltaraudla .. .. .. 
8 Bhopal' .. .. .. 
9 lIaJ_b .. .. .. 

10 Na.reiDg'bp,rh •• .. 
U KhUch1pur .. .. 
12 Kurwal .. .. .. 
II Ho.ksuda.DllIU'h .. 
U Po'bar! (Bbopol) .. 
16 1duhammadprh .. 
18 IIa80da .. .. .. 
17 Suta.Ua Jaa'ir .. .. 
11 YU8uf Hoh&med 

Koonts J...rlr. 

19 Rlronj Parvaua of Tonk 

JO Orabb&. .. .. .. 
21 Da,", .. .. .. 
22 Panna. .. .. .. 
2!1 BlJawar .. .. .. 
2. Ajwll'llrb .• .. .. 
25 Gauriha..r .. .. 

STATISTICS. 

EOB THE WEEK ENDING THE 26TH AUGUST, 19~""'"'. 

ReUef wqrke. GrMulknu relieL 
Num· 

Area. P':f.UI ... , berOD TotaloD 
Poor- I vm .... I on. Depend- .... works. 

Workers. 
""lA, TolBI. works. houses or~ dolee a.nd 

kitchell8., other relie!. 

, 
Sq.MlI ... 

[ 

84,968 2,528,178 . 18,988 850 14.638 - 14.638 

2,562 S80,Il69 1,40'1 - -1,40'1 - 1,4(11 

11,220 296,876 1,178 - .1,176 - 1,176 

1,962 840,sos 4,310 - 4,310 - 4,310 

11,94(1 831.949 1,616 28 ~671 - 1,67l 

406 88,873 - - - - -
16,082 116,701 651 60 818 - 81S 

B.l44 767,798 6,096 B26 6,3JO - 6,3JO 

U,sos l,'192,J.a6 64,524' - 64,1124 - 64,524 

900 60,000 ~ - ~ - ~ 

860 21,000 429 - 429 - 428 

1,984 190,836 106 6 III - III 

868 lII5,6l8 2,962 41 2,702 - 2,708 

16,679 lI,D2lI,D68 28.2!10 4,94(1 31,170 - Sl,170 

2,722 343,683 2.019 - 2,019 - 2,019 

9,784 6211,267 10,772 - 10,112 - lO.m 

10447 165,400 160 - 169 - 169 

~ 211,84l 100 - 100 - 100 

1,293 81,1l69 - - - - -
888 rn,976 2Il8 - 298 - 298 

lS8,836 12,0l8.838 126,680 6.947 lSl,5l17 - 1Sl,527 

28,047 S,6lS,71S 7,fm 285 8,182 - 8,182 

8,400 l,099,900 8,7t8 - 8,7t8 - 8,746 

166 77.98'J 181 - 181 - 181 

134 85,m - - - - -
14,675 lI,D58 ill S,38t - S,38t 

I I 631 287 818 - 818 

I I 165 60 285 - 285 

8,996 962,468 9,21S 1,822 u,oss 18& 11,220 

6111 119.489 408 - ~ - (08 

889 118.aso :1,010 88 l,098 - l,098 

27S 38,SOJ 108 - 108 - 108 

146 11,767 258 - 268 - 2511 

81 14,422 - - - - -
29 4,816 - - - - -
as UJO 10 - 10 280 2!0 

40 a,no SO - SO B6 96 

64 15.081 - - - - -
9 1,000 - - - - -

907 9l1,DOO - - - - -
2,079 - 257 37 284 - 294 

918 188,440 7! - 74 - 74 

!,492 ase,sss 818 174 600 - 600 

986 l28,414 84 - H - 34 

771 98,048 I , 72 10,148 

• DetaUA of th~c ftrnrel are not avatla.ble. 

f 
FllrUrellncomplete. 
Return not received i previoUB week's1laW'ea have beeD inolnded. 
Inoluded in GwaUor. 

I Not knoW'll. 
, Rdurn. not received. 

(0) It'trures fo r WMk endtDIl t8th lU17tlooo. 
,~) Finr. for week 8ndiq7\h July, IlOO. 

lJ,278 l,088 

1,&16 -
1,7B7 -

181 -
lI,D66 -

223 -
~ 1711 

74 lI,D7II 

- 11,62'/' 

832 -
287 7lII 

1,188 815 

1,961 lI,D48 

2,561 18,1)20 

1,847 S60 

8,l27 8,67l 

l,674 -
726 -
128 -
BOO -

89,889 62,365 

~ -
10,oes l,68!I 

28S 88 

- Il38 

- -
85 12 

4lI -
5,461 60 

606 BOa 

1,2IiS -
172 -
316 S09 

- -
68 -
1I5 .-
sa -
12 18 

- -

- -
loa 197 

H 188 

88 41 

- -

ToIBI. 

19,344 

1,646 

1,737 

182 

8,888 

lI2S 

219 

8,147 

11,827 

832 

J.,OO8 

2,001 

.10,484 

21,671 

1,997 

14,7118 

1.574 

726 

lS8 

BOO 

82,062 

888 

11,781 

S7t! 

Il38 

-
97 

4lI 

6,601 

l,l08 

l,26S 

172 

824 

-
68 

25 

!8 

10 

-
-

349 

100 

127 

-

I 
GRAND 
TOTAL. 

2'/,1181 

1,86lI 

lI,DlS 

4.471 

5,488 

lI2S 

8SII 

8,\87 

98,961 

I,()IO 

l,fM 

2,111 

18,197 

62,741t 

'-OIl 

a&,BIO 

1,731 

82& 

lS8 

664 

3!9,679 

9,oao 

JO,5l17 

~ 

Il38 

8,380 

9lS 

US 

18,721 

Ull 

J,!I6l 

m 
882 

-
68 

256 

lSI 

lJO 

-

-
O<s: 
284 

(a) 817 

(6) H 
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STATISTICS, 515 

1'0B THE WEEK ENDING THE 25TH AUGUST, 1900---<lORtin ... ~. 

ReUel works. Gratnltoua relief. 
Num· 

NAme of PI'ovlaoe ud ....... Polo .... 
work ... ·ID=d-JT~~ . 

beron 'l'bteJ OD 
DJRria&. OD. .... worka. Poo,. I vm... ' 

",or'" boU8ell 01' doles and 
Idtchena. oUlerrel1ef'. 

.- -- -.. - - - .-

(bIralllIIUI SII4.- Sq.Hlloo. 
ooo&. -- . 

Samlhar u .. .. 1'/8 'D,M1 448 - 448 - 448 - 22' 
Dew •• .. .. .. J>,87O l,oou,tM. S'IO - ~O - S'IO 1,185 -.. 
N .. odo .. .. .. .. 1 84.0&'1 810 as 8S8 - 8S8 ... • 1 ....... .. .. .. 408 77,658 .. - 60 - .. 48 96 

1 ..... .. .. .. 681 m .... ' 2,848 742 1a,a86 - S,598 1.0'" 7' 

Rutlam .. .. .. '1>0 89.180 8S8 - lIS8 - lIS8 7.0- 1 

SaJlau. .. .. .. 12fi .st,61.2 4' - 12 - 12 8'/ -IS 

Sitama.n •• .. .. 860 88,S07, 400 - 400 - 400 046 100 

Plploda •• .. "I 80 1.2~14 - - - - - 86 -
Dba, .. .. .. 1.7'" 167,604 8.677 m 7,1104 - 7,1104 1.484 107 

Barwanl •• .. .. 1,862 .. .... a .... 64 ~ - 2.620 1 .... "'6 

AliraJPur •• .. .. 8S8 70.091 904 26 Il29 - Il29 841 -
lhobua .. .. .. '1.888 119.787 s.m - .. 172 - s.m 289 8ll 

J'ob&.' .. .. .. 198 ,1<,988 12S - las - 12S SO<) .. 
Nimkhera .. .. 60 , .... 308 - ,308 - 308 1.27 -
Bagode (Dewu) .. 76 s.uoo 194 - 194 - 194 67 76 

Ha.npur· (Brlu..h) .. 71 6,000 200 - 200 - 200 18 -
Total Oentral India 7~00 9,609J4! 62,2S8 6,1SO 8'/,968 ... 8'/,8J.8 'I/.77S <,760 

S ...... = -. 

Hydernbnd .. .. 82,898 11,113'/,840 88O,9'IDI - 88O,S'lO - 880m - •• l18,2li4 

_.do .. .. .. 8,228 »,416,998 66,888 - 56,t18S - 56,888 - so,on 

BombGsf Naft", Slota. 

Kath1a_ .. .. 80,659 2,'152,40. 78,667 1 ..... .Sl67 - 88,167 86,000 •• 000 

PalaDPur .. .. .. 7,77(; 846,628 Sll16 11.006 42,740 - 42,740 6.491 167 

Cutoh .. .. .. s.uoo 56M16 14,704 - 14.704 - 14,704 1.777 -
CaD;lbay •• .. .. 860 68.798 - - - - - 162 180 

Rewa Kantha •• 4,980 'ISS,608 '1.70& 129 7,838 - 7,8SS 9.<06 <98 

Mahl Kantha .. .. 8,688 681,968, 9,718 1,<06 11.m - 111S1 s.m 04 

AUDdh .. .. .. 447 66,146 198 6 198 - 198 66 11 

:r.mkhandl .. .. 65Ii 102,182 .~ 1,419 4,261 - 4,281 - 148 

10th .. .. .. 
1 ! n.448 6,8'/8 8,1lS6 8,9" - 8,91. 4!S 98 

9'/9 
Dathlapur .. .. 8,S49 201 66 268 - 268 - -
MIra.! (Senior) II .. 889 86,S4S 2,968 1,149 9,606 - 9.500 - -
!dimS (JUnior) II .. 226 86,467 1M 56 819 - 819 - -
SaDltlt .. .. .. 1,089 lIS8,84S 6,l!6l 1,616 6.988 - 8,980 601 S'/ 

Kolhapur .. .. 8,86S 918,191 ... - SS4 - SS4 - 641 

Ablkoi II .. .. '98 76,774 8,081 819 .,000 - ,,000 lSI! 1.608 

KudbOl II .. .. 881 61,8\6 46. 4 460 - 460 - -
Phaltan II .. .. m 66,S8S 484 85 689 - 689 - 6 .. 
Dha.rampore .. .. 11K l8O,foU8 98 - 88 - 88 800 -
Ramd01'll •• .. .. 189 88~81 850 69 709 - 7'" - -
Banode .. .. .. at6 41,m 811 - 611 - 811 ... -
Kurundud (Senior) I. m 4S,8OO 44 - 44 - 44 - "'" , 
Total Bomba.y Na.Un 6i,78S 7,!16,8'/' 184,854 86,1180 200,694 - 800,694 42,atJ8 18,801 

Sta.te&. 

I I 
• Retum not fflCelYed ; previoua week'. IlgureI. have boon included. . 

llaoludtllll dtlptlDdnnta. 

10686 

Fljrurea for week. endlnrlUb August. 1900. ! 
Numbua on iae& day of week ; tn all other Sta_ thel' are daily a'n1rap8 of the weo1rt 

(0) FillUl. tOl' week: udiq 4\b. A.U&'u.", 1900. 

GRAND. TO'UL.· 
TotaL I 

224 870 

1~86 1,598 ... 1,131 

112 198 

1,103 '.4B8 
761 ~.08t 

70 : 11~ 

446 84& 

86 
! 

65 
: 

1,841 9"" 
• 2.041 4,881 

841 1,670 

600 <.2'12 

860 47 • 

1.27 886 

112 lIS8 

18 81ao 

' 1I!!,62S 00,339 

98.29< 1288'/8 

80,841 ';&.60U 

84,000 187167 

8,828 49,968 

1.777 18.481 
(c)t 

S18 918 

s.sos 11,7S6 

s.eo7 14~ 

76 27. 

148 4,4011 

624 0.491 

- 268 

- 9-

- '18 

641 7,607 

611 8'/6 

1.938 6,838 

- ". 
6 67' 

800 288 

- 709 
886 0481 

"'" 331 

66,008 -
S X I 



6Ui STATISTICS. 

FOB THE WEEK ENDING THE 26TH AUGUST, 1_1t14ei. 

BeUefw_ GramitoUi relief. 
Num-

No. Name of Pi'otibce &114 Area. 
l'~ __ beroD Totnloll GRAND District. . .... W_!De.e.d-! .... work&. Poor- vm_1 TotAL. 

TdtaI. ... .- bOUBeB or dolMaDd To!al. 

I 
, a .... ki&cheD&. other rellef. 

• . 
-
PunJab NatI'IJI Statu. Sq.Jdiles. , I , , 

1 JiDdh .. .. .. 1,268 -. 400 - 400 - 400 - E8S IiII9 00II 

S Pataucli .. .. .. 53 19,002 ' 694 - 694 - 694 - 438 4i18 II'/lI 

8 'Duj~d .. .. .. ·89 26,460 i 198 - 198 - 198 - !!(H SOt 497 

4 Lobaru .. .. .. 2211 20,189 i 51 - 51 - 61 - 21 21 72 

6 Pat1ala. .. .. .. 6,961 1,683,621 : 16,376 - 16,lI76 - 16,376 - 11,909 11,909 87,286 

6 Ba.hawalpur .. .. 17,286 6Iiio,M2 I 1,044 - 1,044 - 1,044 - - - 1,044 

Total Punjab,Na.tive _ta .... B4,812 11,683,714 17,804 - 17,604 - 17,604 - 1S,29Ii 18.281i 80,838 
0 

: 

CentraIProul .... F_ 
, 

..... 8 ...... ' , . 
• • i 

1 NaDdga,oQ .. .. 'm l8s,8ge • 1,400 1,400 - 1,400 - 6,909 6,909 8,009 

2 BeJgarh .. l.488 lSS,626 om I om 687 2,998 .. .. - - - 2,988 B,I1l& 

3 Ka.nker .. .. .. 1,429 82,8'/Il 1,092 - 1,092 - 1,092 - 724 724 1,816 

4 K.h&Iragarh. .. .. 981 181.164 1,092 -. 1,092 - 1,098 - 4,8Il1 4,961 6,984 

6 BII.J'aDprh .. .. MO 83,2J.O IM4 - IM4 - IM4 - 2,441 2,441 8,286 

6 Sonpur .. .. .. 906 196,246 28 - as - 28 - 2,913 2,918 2,988 

7 ![awarda .. .. .. 796 91,618 - - - - - - 1,Ii31 1,631 1,631 

8 Baktl .. .. .. 1B8 26,3'74 481 - 481 - 4S1 - 183 188 694 

8 -. .. .. .. 18.002 810,964 1,S6S - 1,268 - 1,BIiB - 8,878 8,97B 10,281 

10 Pa_ .. .. .. 2,998 BB2J87 lI66 - lI66 - 266 - 2,944 2,644 8,209 

11 ChhuIkadaD .. .. 164 98,268 . - - - - - - 892 B92 SII2 

12 Hamra .. .. .. 1,BB8 104,387 - - - - - - 2,Ma 2,042 2,Ma 

13 Kalahandl .. .. 8,746 "',296 - - - - - - 1171 1171 671 

Total Oentral ProviDcea 
Feudatory State&. 

lI8,B8'/ U21.827 7J88 - 7.138 - 7,1S8 - 87,(1111 '87$107 44146 

Kaahmlr (1ammu) .. 7,917 1,088,6'16 - - - 1M 134 - - - 1M 
0 -.. 

, 
Total Native 8tMes 407_ - - 47.0!1 8OO,l!'1I. DIM - '109,804 289,881 349,666 1.I49,9lO 

GnANDTO'rAL.B1UTISB - 84,681,429 1,907,865 280,l24 B,187,838 4,746 2J92,7B6 2,O1l,9ll6 '1,086,613 B,098,6!8 6,291,975 
PROVINCES AlIID NA- , 
TIVlI STATU. 

FOR THE WEEK. ENDING THE a9TH SEPTEMBER, 1900. 

JIC ........ 

1 Oudda.pu. .. .. 8.732 1,9'/2.079 - - - - - - 2,930 2,930 2,930 

TotalKadrao .. 8.722 J.,97!.07'd - - - - - - 2,830 2~SO 2.980 

-

Bomba. and 8'''''''' 
1 , Ahmedabad. .. .. B,949 m.7la 28.666 6,988 29.664 - 29.664 4,9l1 76,BBO 81,161 110,111& 

2 ![aim .. .. .. 1,609 8'/1,689 19,927 1.704 16.OS1 - 16,0Bl 1~88 88,6'/l 88.769 104,'180 

B Panch Mahall .• .. 1,618 913.417 8,466 888 9.B2S - 9,B8B 1,645 66,666 8'/,228 711J16l 

4 Broacb. .. .. .. 1,488 Ml.490 10,. 1,993 l2,981 - 12.981 664 69,21ll iIO~86 '/B,II4'1 

6 Surat .. .. .. 1.689 &l1!,989 - - - - - 364' 11.BM 11,718 11.'118 

8 ThAna .. .. .. 8,678 619,680 Il11 8'/ SOB - SOB B64J 9,9'/0 4,2211 4,687 

7 8hoiapur •• .. .. 4,642 760.689 68,396 11.884 7O.0lI9 - '10,029 B,346 19~ 18,886 89,914 

8 Ahmednaau .. .. 8.046 888,7615 118,828 29,8..1\5 143.888 - 148,888 884 66,488 li8,882 1'10,046 

'8 POOIlB .. .. .. 6,988 1.007,900 8'/.004 9.060 C6,OM - C6,OM 9IJS 26,828 36.'/6l 72,906 

• Ffprea for 'Week endiur 16th september. 1100. 



No. 
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8 
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III 

18 

" II 

'" 17 

18 

. 

STATISTICS. 517 

POR THE WEEK EliDING TaB J9T![ SEPTEMBER, ,uoo:.......n....&. . 

Name of Provtll~ aDd 0&_ 
Dilliric" 

Bomball and 8IM1l- SQ.MlIea. 
oo_~ 

Kbandesh .. .. ,0,907 

N..tk .. .. 8,640 

......... .. .. .. 4,987 

BIJa.pur .. .. .. 8,688 

Belsfa,nm. •• .. .. U&7 

Thar ADd Parka!' " 12.'/29 
, 

TotaJ Bomba, and 
I Sindh. 

76,8lB 

, 
: 
I 

l!I~-w. 1'. and 0IIdh. 

Agra .. .. .. l,M6 

Jh~1II .. .. .. 1,640 

f..;.-. 

T ..... N •• W.P .... d 
Oudh. 

8,486 

FUniob. 

Bl80ar .. .. .. 1I'l7 

Rohtak .. .. .. 1.79'1 

Gurgaon •• .. .. 1,t&! 

Karnal .. .. .. 11,106 

"Total P1ll1la.b .. 1l,j04 

CtutraJ p,.oulncu. 

8&UJr:or .. .. .. 4,rm 

Da.mob .. .. .. S,88l 

lubbulpore .. .. 8,001 

u._dIa .. .. .. 6,0<7 

Soont .. .. .. 8,1'" 

NlUfIJDKbpur .. .. 1,918 

B08hanaabad •• .. ..... 
Nt ...... .. .. .. 8,967 

Detul .. .. .. R,BlM 

Obhlndwa.ra. .. .. 4,880 

W(U'(\ba •• .. .. 2,428 

NaaPur •• .. .. s,848 

Ohanda •• .. .. 10.7f9 

Bha_dara .. s,oas 
_ba\ .. .. 8,189 

Rn.lpur .. .. .. 11,m 
~Ilaapur ... .. .. 8,B4I 

9am.balpur .. .. s,848 

• ---
To .... Oentnt.l Pro'riDOGII 18,512 

lleIiet worb. 
Num-

P'lf. ..... bero_ Total 011 
on. .... _or"'" 

War ...... Depend. To .... worke. ..... 

Uoo,861 <Il,688 14.<G7 62,993 - 62,993 

843.582 &o,OM '8,716 "/6,741 - "/6,749 

1,2l15 .... IlIl88 2,4Zl l2,48i - l2,488 

'I9Il,s30 ..... l,OII6 8,617 - 8,617 

' 1.0I!l,261 - - - - -
2Il8,OOS - - - - -. 

l.2,26S,ZI8 188,08< 88,60'/ _1 - _1 

------= -
. 

- - - - - -
91<,628 - - , - - -

I.<M,987 - - - - -
, 

, 

i 
m.oool tr/S SM l,807 - l,807 

SOO.4;7o
j - - - - --, 97lI IR11 1,886 , - 1,886 

888,718 :1 - - - - I -

2,719.128 l,881 841 2,8012 1 
lIoeo!l - : 

- -

691.748 8,B06 18l 9,788 - 8,788 

826,818 - - - - -
748.146 1.840 10 1.670 - 1,870 

S99,m 8,094 - 2,094 - 8,094 

!fIO.7B7 Ll88 S!O 1,868 - l,IOO 

"".028 - - - - -
629,646 1,287 ll!4 1,411 

_ . 1,411 

268,488 1"." 418 2,00Il - 2,009 

S28,I98 1~96tl 287 18,188 - 16,188 

<G7,494 4,180 81' 4,tl8S - 4,osI 

400,864 , 11,87" 1,110 l2,S06 - ls,soo 

7fJ/,962 2,401 888 2,7S!I - 1Io7S!l 
887,810 l2,18O 1I,7J8 17,898 - 17,898 

742,860 14,778 1,488 18,281 - 18,261 ...... , 16,062 810 l6,8II2 - l6,8II2 

l,694,4If/ 10,183 ..... 12,417 - 12,417 

1.184,168 10,088 IIotoIl l2,9IS - l2,9IS 

'1ll8,4lS !ISO - !ISO - !ISO 

---
10,_ 111.710 12,'/94 l88,604 - l88,604 

, , 
• FljrUl'el for wook C!JDdina 15Ul8eptember,luoo' 

t DaUy averagea of t.b.. week. 
Poof-hOU/ie olOllOd. 

• 
Gratu:ltoUi relief 

GRAND 

Poor· I V\1lap 
ToT .... 

hotl8efl or doles &lid To .... 
kitchelllL other relief. 

"" -

8,616 83,762 "12$17 lM,8'/0 

2,798 10,m l!1.2l8 88,68Ii 

T/Il 18,61. 17,8116 9l,l86 

8IiS 1,IIM 2,7111 ~ 

- 1181 962 981 

"'" SIll 601 ,.". 

IfIJm 4If1;l18 ....... 97lI.a«t 

• 

ss: - as as , ' 

121 - 121 ;121 
, 

119 - ... : 168 
• 

f.= 

, 
I 

l'i'1 If •• U,862 l8,689 

• I ' ..... 8.062 ...... 
891 ..... 4,6&1 8.000 

- 1,8'1t1 , l;lI8 1.!'18 

817 28,3119 ae.118 aD,488 

ZI,4If/ 10,058 !'1.469 <1,30& 

31,8l8 8,488 Bfi,2ll4 -19.177 1,010 1IO,lB7 31,85'/ 

ll!,898 12,070 116,868 1fI,480 

4,l41 \131 6,000 ...... 
l,lOO I,94l 2,!!4l 2,Yl 

ae.an 8,478 S2,66O 1I,98l 

1IO~19 10.<G7 SI.028 II,OS5 

41,82'/ at,M' 88,8Sf 18,610 

16,934 4,791 81,726 36,7tl1 

58,416 11,26l ...... fI/,87l 

S8~48 18,000 "/6,101 11,928 

119,438 76,1103 It1fi,S4l 3l2,241 

'7,478 32,509 8OJ1I'I IIt\838 _, 
18,480 9S,03l '''''''11 

4OO,BlM 12,428 418,llO1 -...... 19,090 108,418 llll,4Oll 

48,lSO 

1¥ 1.018,880 101,898 l,SlIIl,llI!I 1,_ 



IITATISTICS. 

FOR THE WEEK E.'!DING THE 29T1l SEPTEMBER, 190<l--co!oti .. 1IId. 

Belief works. Gratuitoaa relief. 

Name of ~ov1nces and 
Num-

If •. A ..... P':!:ula.- , i beT on 'I.-otalOIl GIlAND 
Dtnrlcta. on. DopeDdCI .... works. Poor_ VlDage TOTAL Workera. an ... TotaL 'WorkA. houses or doles a.nd TolBI. 

i kitchen8, other rellef. -
i 

Ber(Jf'~ Sq.:Mlles. 

I.~ ,Akota. .. .. . .. 2,669 614,782 17,664 886 l8,239 - 18,239 22.m 3,688 lI8,S26 44,IiM 
.2 Badm .. , .. .. 2,9li6 S98~81 16,378 s,868 00,236 - 00,236 26,628 15,749 42:m II2,6IB • 
,3 Suldana •• .. .. 2,809 48~02l 00,llJ1l 2,010 22m - lI2If/'/ 22,6lS 6,292 117,906 -, 

" 

AmraoU •• .. , .. 2.769 666,64& 6,966 1170 8,236 - 8,236 9,614 977 9,98l 16,2i111 

,6 Wun .. ... .. 3,911 fn,61S - - - - - 2,669 '182 4,641 4,64l 

6 EUichpur . .. , .. 2,62S 815.798 2.l78 - 2.178 - 2,l78 11,669 4,616< 11,286 15,4611 

Total Ber,r . .. ·17,n7 2,897.040 62.742 8,6SS oo;ooG - 88,686 92,D20 SO,4tM 122.424 191.98Il 
- c 

, 

, • 
~r-Met'WanJ. 

1 Moler .. , .. lI,070 - 61~ ," - 614 - 614 3,686 , 611· . 4,906 4,610 
; 2 Irterwara. •• .. .. Boll 119,906 11,298 1,298 12,906 - l2,906 8,1120 2,084 10,884 23,480 , 

Total Afmer-Merwam 2,711 M2,S68 11,812 1,298 l2,l10 - 12,l10 15,706 l!,676 15,288 lIII,SOO 

Total Brllisb ProvInces - 31,1lSS,126 577,1\19 1l8,5(i8 886,782 - 886,782 1.161,308 881,342 ~64& 2/518,4/1/ 

lIoJpuIaruJ Slolu. 

1 Manrar •• .. .. !M,888 2,632,l78 - - - - - 3,801 - 3,601 8,601 

.2 Tonk .. .. .. 2,66l1 S80,Il89 SIll - SIll - SIll ... - ... 84S 

8 Bundl .. .. .. 2,220 - 789 - 789 - 789 1,n6 - 1.718 2,44& 

• Blkaner .. .. .. 22,MO 881,648 1,OIl6 - 1,000 - . 1,000 2,839 - 2,839 8,436 

& Sbabpura .. .. 406 88,879 - - - - - 14& - 14& 14& 

8 Ja.1ao.lmer .. .. 16,082 116,701 - - - - - 12 188 :aoo :aoo . 
7 AI ..... .. .. .. 3,144 767,788 - - - - - 2,784 - 2,764 2,784 

8 HePar .. .. .. 11,298 1,'19i!,126 3,500 - 3,500 - 8,500 1,7&0 ~ 1,'160 6,27& 

8 ~",ara } Bill tmcta • 900 60,600 214 - 214 - 214 296 1!6 sao 6'1' 

10 ][~ra 01' ltlewar. 6IiO 21,600 70 - 70 - 70 118 64J! IlIi8 ' '/2IJ 

11 Siroht .. .. .. 1,91l1 180,688 - - - - - 128 aos S29 BaIt 

12 lalpur .. .. .. 15,678 2,823,1l66 6,6'18 - 6,676 - 5P16 1,2l6 787 2,012 7JiB 

IS Jbala.war .• .. .. 2.722 M3,688 829 - 829 - 829 684 - 884 l,62S 

14 Kotall .. .. .. 3,784 628.28'1 4,472 - 4,472 - 4,472 3,646 33,819 37.764 42,23& 

16 DUlJprpur .. .. 1.447 165.400 - - - - - 80 - 00 00 

16 BaUBWa,ra. .. .. 1,646 211,64l, - - - - - 626 - 626 6260 

17 KU8hBlgarh .. .. 1.292 31,600 - - - - - 40 - 40 40 

18 Partabprb 886 87/116 lI26 -.. .. lI26 - lI26 43 - 43 288< 

Total RaJpotana Statea lJl3,906 11,263.019 17,11S8 - 17.oss - 17,1lS8 19.762 96,6l4 66,386 72JO< 
r-= - . 

amh'a' India: SIaIu. 

1 Gwailor .. .. .. 22,0<7 S,61S,783 - - - - - s,m - 2,27S 2,2'/3' 

B Jnd-ore .. 8,400 1,080,600 4,947 - 4,947 - 4,947 lS,88S 649 18,81l2 16,639' .. .. 
• DeW81 S. B. l6II 77.922 - - - - - SOlI - S02 382 .. .. 
4 Dewul.B. 1M 66,723 - - - - - - &4 64 64 .. .. 
G Ba.1I t 14,076 - - - - - - - - -.. .. .. 
6 Patharl (Indore) .. • l f • 
7 Eamudia l • - - - - - 12 - 12 12 .. .. • , 

• Inoludea 20 persona employed on weaving 

i Included in Gwallor, 
Not known. . 
lleturn not received. 
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1IS 

1I6 
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'8lI 
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IN 
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1 

Jl 

B 

4 

• 
~ 

of 

8 

9 

.10 

ST;.!. TISTICS. 

FOR THE WEEK ENDllTG THE 29TH SEPTEMBER, 1900 ...... nti~oed. 

- Belief work&. GramltoDB relief. 
Num· . . 

Na.me of ProvlQce8 &D~ A .... heroD Total OD 

Diltriot&. 1 
P':fcula-.D. 

W ..... 1D~.!d-1 T ... ,. 
.... works. Poor- Village •• 1 works. houses or doles !lnd TotaL 

Idtchens. other reUer. i , 
,,-

amtmllndltJ seatu- ' Bq.M.t1~ 
cont. : 

Bhopal ., .. .. 6,990 il62,488 4.462 891 6,368 69 6,4\2 1.168 51 

BaJearh of .. ..: 8t3 11 ..... UI - Sal - Sal 8S6 -
N&r'8J.qbgarh _, .. : 8611 118,280 - - - - - 8S6 -
EhUchlpui 

, 

58,!102 117 117 117 161 .. .. m - - -
Kurwai ., .. .. ; 145 JII,W m - 213 - 21S 11 

! 
-B_ ., .. .. <0 6.710 16 ,... 15 16 45 -

BtrouJ Parga.na of Tonk 90'/ Ds,OOO 291 - 291 - 291 - -
Orohha 2,07lJ ""',1)20 112 OS 1'6 - 196 187 116 .. .. .. 
Dalla .. .. .. '12 188,~O 14 - 74 - 14 24 168 

.' 
PaDna .. .. .. 2,492 ""' .... S18 974 ... - ... 68 41 

Bljawar .• .. .. oeo 123,f~f 24 - 24 - 24 - -
AjaJgarh •• .. .. 1'/1 9S,048 I • 
Qaurthar •• .. .. 7S lO,Ita 

Bamthar •• .. .. 178 <0,541 440 - 448 - 448 - 224 , 
lIewah .. .. ", 12,6'/0 1,509,464 WI - WI - 607 2,!198 -
Naa'ode ., .. .. 601 81.097 - - - -, - 60. 41 

Malha.r .. .. .. 408 1'/,546 1!6 - 1!6 - 1!6 .. -
J80ra .. .. .. 681 117,660 - - - - - BIi6 96 

Butlam .. .. .. 720 ".180 60 - 60 - 60 266 -
, 108 Sallana .. .. .. 126 31,612 - - - - - -

Sitamaa .• .. .. S60 &'I,SO'I 230 - 230 - 2SO 60 100 

Piploda. .. • .. .. 80 l2,8l4 - - - - - 18 -Dba. .. .. .. . 1.799 187 .... 1.1 l!6 JIIO - 218 1.424j sa 
B&rwa.n1 •• .. .. ' .... 80,284 1,800 - 1,800 - 1,808 488: 2M 

Allrajpllr .. .. , 8S8 70.001 1-"8 40 168 - 168 370 -
_baa i 

1~58 119.787 - - - - 68 18 .. .. .. : -
lobat .. .. .. ISli If~ sa - sa - sa 60 160 

Ntmkhera .. .. 60 • .eoo - - - - - 29 -
Basode (DeWM) .. 76 8,000 28 S8 64 - 64 51 lIIi 

MaDpur (Brltiah) .. n 6.000 98 - SlI - sa 12 -
Total Oentral lndJ& 76~ 9,589,108 IS,m I~I 

S ...... 
16~ 68 l6,944 SO,D98 2,220 

Bydera.ba.d .. .. 8a~98 !l,5S7,OCO IOS,816t - 103,8J.6 - 10S,816 - 64,87l 

Baroda .. .. .. 8,288 2,416,SOO 29,126 - 32,126 - 22,12& - 37,8!8 

= --------. 
Bomball Natlce Sta_ 

Kntbtawar .. .. aJ.'" 2,768.18' f2.eoo 1,600 47.000 - 17.000 12,000 9,861 

P&laapur •• .. .. 7,776 846,628 2,167 884 ~ - 2,811 2.1Zl 806 

0.,"", .. .. .. 8,600 568,410 118 - 118 - 118 10 -
Oambay ., .. .. S60 89,129 - - - - - lOll 114 

Rewa. KaIlUla •• .. 4.eoo 7SS,6OO 2,168 ·88 2,8M - 2,8M LSI2· 1192 

Ma.hlKonIba .. .. 9,6a8 1181,588 6,417 886 8,!102 - 8,808 s.:m 86
1 

Anndb .. .. .. 447 86,l18 lW3 7 ... - ... 19, 10 1 ' 
iamkbandi .. .. 666 100.10_ _,!lIS I~ 2,543 - 9.548 - lsa 

Jath •• .. .. 1 I 11,449 6,lI38 2,m 7,8" - 7,!102 f60 98 1, 
97lI 

Daph!apur .. .. 8,St9 19'/ IN !iiI - lIIil - -
• Return DOt. recelved 
t Inoludes dependant&, 
+ f'iwuree for week. eodioa' 16th Sept.ember,I900. :.f Number8 on In. ... t day of wook: In all other St.a&es they an daJly averaaee 01' the week. 

(6) Flruree for week endioa' 28th Julyilooc. 
(b) Fisru~ for week 6Ddiolf 7th July, 000, 
(0) Fi&ures tor week e.DdiDa hili A \l&ua\, 1900. 

1;111 

'58 

8S6 

I6l 

1'/ 

45 

-
!I8'l 

190 

197 

-

224 

2,!198 

81 .. ... 
266 

108 

160 

18 

1.<81 

7a. 

370 

83 

200 

29 

'18 

12 

82.'" 

64,871 

37,8!8 

16,861 

8,127 

10 

2iI2 

1,40< 

I,S92 .. 
192 ... 

-

519 

I 
GRAND 
"TOTAL. 

I , 

! 1:1,819 

i 1168 

8S6 

: IIIl8 

200 
, eo 
! 2S7 
! 5/l'I 
i 
i (c) 2M 

(11)817 

(b) 24 

)(c) 870 

: 2,005 

81 

1'/ 

: ... 
, 305 , , 

108 , ... 
18 

1,878 

31m 
, 496 

i 83 

lI38 

lIS 

118 

44 
, 
47.eoo 

=, 

ItIIl,888 

48,76U 

83,861 

6,668 

7S8f 
ass 

, 6,lI38 

~ 

S78 

• .eoo 

8,918 

261 



520 STATISTICS. 

FOR THE WEEII:'ENDING THE 29TH SEPTEMBER, 1~ .. 1"""". 

BelIel worn Gratuitous reller. 

No. 

11 

12 

III 

14 

15 

16 

17 

III 

. 1 

2 

9 

• 
5 

8 

7 

1 

8 

I , 
5 

I 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

I 

a 
B 

• 
5 

8 

7 

Num-
Name of ProvtDoai and ....... Popula-

DepeDd-1 
beron Total on 

Di8tr1ct;s, tion. .... works. Poor- Vtlla(r8 
Worken 

. anti. I Total. 'Works. bon .. or doles and 
kikhen .. otherreUet 

..... 
BombaU Natfue State.-

cont. 
Sq.MU ... 

Hirai (Senior) .4 .. SSt! 88,349 182· 71 2IiIl - 2IiIl - -
Sal!llli .. .. .. 1,Il8S 2B8,946 !l.219 l.m 4,494 - 4.49i a02 49 

Kolbapur .. .. !1.255 913,181 - - _. - - - 2 

AkaJkot ., .. .. 498 76.774 use 46 1,~ - 1.782 118 1.447 

M:udhol .. . . . . 381 81,8l5 816 4 IlSO - IlSO - -
Phaltan .. .. .. 987 88.!ISS lI45 10 :!65 - :!65 - 9 

Dh.a.rampore .. .. 794 120.498 117 - 117 - 117 370 -
BaDeda .. .. .. m 41,!!79 195 - 195 - 195 129 -
Total Bombay Native 62,2l5 

eta .... 
7.214.487 f!/,!!74 11.294 79.268 - 79~68 19i115 8.746 

- --
• 

PuoJabNtJI'",S!alU • 

Jindh .. .. .. 1.268 284.560 206 - 206 - 206 - B06 

Pataucll .. . . .. 59 19.002 - - - - - - 486 

DujBna .. .. .. 89 26,450 - - - - - - :$6 

Loharu .. .. .. 226 3OJS9 - - - - - - 291 

Nabba .. .. .. 6S6 282.756 104 - 104 - 104 - 128 

Patl&l& .. .. .. 6,951 1,583.52l 3.B29 - 3,829 - 3.B29 - 8i110 

Bahawalpur .. .. ~7,286 850.042 288 - . 288 - 288 - -
Total Punjab Native 26,806 2_470 4,407 - 4,487 - 4,487 - 8,085 

Rtatee. - • 
c..tnol Prov'ncu 

Few/Il"'" 1iItJIu. 

NODdgaoD .. . .. m 1_ 1.129 - l.12S - 1.J:l3 - 6,l24 

Balprh .. .. .. 1.488 1_ - - - - - - 778 

Kanker .. .. . . 1,429 82,!!79 870 - 870 - 870 - 581 

XhaI ....... h .. .. m 181.194 • 859 - 859 - 859 - 8,119 

Sarangarh .. .. 540 83.210 121 - 321 - sa! - 876 

Sonpur .. .. . . 906 196,245 14 - 14 - 14 - 2JI9O 

Kawarda •. .. .. 798 9J.819 - - - - - - 609 

Saktl .. .. . . llIS 26,974 - - - - - - 110 - .. .. . . 12,002 910.894 626 - 626 - 626 - 6,992 

Paino. .. .. . . 2,999 99U87 265 - 2Il5 - 285 - 2,948 

Chhulkhadan .. .. 154 lMl.28ll - - - - - - 458 

Knlnha.udi .. .. 3,745 S26,S96. - - - - - - 50 

Total Central ProvlDCel 26,399 2,017.aoo 41T12 - 4,072 - 4,072 - llS.71l6 
Feudatol'J' 8tatea. -
Total Native States 895,243 48i112,785 323,326 l2.685 248.010 611 246.069 69.783 168,880 

-
GRAND TOTAL. BRIT- 601.142 78.B06.910 810,624 181,248 94J.772 611 04J.981 1,221.066 1,000.222 

ISB PROVINCES AND 
N ATIVB 8TAT.BS.: 

FOR THE WEEK ENDING THE 27TH OCTOBER, 1900. -. 
Ahmedabad .. .. 8.249 991.712 4.586 U59 6,944 - 6,944 1.496 17.656 

KaIm .. .. . . l.eoo 871,589 !1,994 !!49 f,S27 - 4P/ 474 56,SM 

Panch lrIahalli •• .. 1,6IS BI3,417 9,404 305 9,609 .- 2.eoo 682 26,428 

Br08.ch .. .. . . I.W S41,411O 6,710 791 6,672 - 6,Ii1lI S89 62,544 

Surat .. .. .. 1,662 949.989 - - - - - l!OO 6,826 

Thana. .. .. SP/8 819,580 - - - - - 10 1..'186 

Bholapur .. .. .. 4.548 750,889 41,998 •• 869 51,80'1 - 61.8111 2,587 lS,rnI 

• Numbera OD Inat day of week: tn all other State. the, are dally averapa of' the week. 
t Ftaurea Dot reponed. beDOe laat week'. oaurea bave been repea1ed. 

Toml. 

-
lW5 

2 

1.581l 

-
9 

370 

129 

28,721 

306 

466 

2Il6 

2!11 

126 

8i11O 

-
11.085 

5,124 

778 

657 
8,11l1 

876 

2JI9O 
609 

110 

6,S92 

2,948 

458 

50 

29.705 

2S8.04S 

2.2Sl.28ll 

19.151 

611.728 

2'I.D91 

52,f/I11 

7,D9l 

1.995 

16,169 

I 

GRAND 
TOTAr..L. 

26t 

4.m 
t 

8,946 

IlSO 

2IiIl 

4BI 

S2i' 

105,988 

511 

466t 

2Il6I 
291t 

230 

10,499 

288 

l2.492 
-

~7 

778 

1.427 
s,ooe. 
l.a87 
2,704 

8011-

110 

7,018 

8,llS 

466 

60 

'11.,m 

484.712 

3.163JlB 

34,096 -28.700 

69,499 

'l.O9l 

1.996 

f!/i11O 



STATIS'J:IC8. 521' 

FOR THE WEEK ENDL'\a THE S7TB OCTOBER, 190O--cooti ...... 

Belter wora. Gralniwua reUef. I Num· 
No. Na."D8 or Pf.lrinoe and .. .... P':f.uIa- ...... To.lon I GnABD D ........ OD. Depend- .... worn Poo!'- Vi ..... TOTAL. 

Worker&. TotaL _0. bOUUIJor doles and To>aJ. •• Ie. kitehellfl other relief. 

Bom60r~Dt. Sq.Miles. 

8 Ahmedaarar .. .. 6,8<6 868.766 99 .... IIl,987 6O.aoo - 60.660 <SO 23,67' 24~18 74,968 

• Poo .. .. .. .. &,S89 l,0e7,800 01,231 6,480 ".m - ""m 107 10,3'11 22,078 49,188 

ID Khandelh .. .. 10.807 

,_ 
8.aoo 9,181 12,281 - l2,28l .,w; 40,608 ...... 66,884 

11 Na.alk .. .. .. 6,840 849,582 27.138 7,6 •• ".782 - 34.783 1,2e6 7,019 8,286 411,067 

12 Sahra .. .. .. '.1167 
,_ 

6,506 707 8,213 - 8,21lI 70 7 .... ..... 14_ 
18 Bijo.pur .. .. .. 6,888 7lI6 .... 9.188 7411 ..... - ..... ... 1,571 2,628 ~ ... 
14 Belga.um .. .. .. '.657 MlS.261 - - - - - - 1,061 I."" ~081 

---
· . 

Total Bomba.J' .. 82,689 1l,986.1K9 104.160 I~m 106~" - 0,931 12.'" 281,_ 291.628 600 .... 

- [= = - -

C'e"' .. al Prou''ICU. 

I Bo.ul{or .. .. .. 4,007 60~7" 1,527 ., 1~18 - 1,818 1J,17l 8,902 18.'\73 I • ..., 

2 D&mob .. .. .. 2..., S26,8IS - - - - - ..... ... >.988 2,988 

S Jubbulpore .. .. ..... 748,140 - - - - - ..... 171 6,07' 6,07' 

• ¥andJa. .. .. .. 5,017 889,S7S - - - - - - - - -, Beoni .. .. .. 8,198 lf10.7~ - - - - - <70 240 71. 710 

8 N&l'IIiDsrhpOl' .. .. 1,918 S67.0.:!6 - - - - - 104 106 '10 01' 

7 HORbl\Dpbad .• .. '~24 ... .... - - - - - U62 8,7/1 7.756 7,158 

8 Nlmar .. .. .. 1,861 259,411' - - - -- - .,136 7,S7S 12,104 12~04 

• Detul .. .. .. 8,82< 823,196 - - - - - 18,605 8,t9S 19.998 19.998 

10 Ohbindwan, .. .. '.'" <07 .... ..., - - - - n 2,628 .... 7 2,667 

II Wa.rdba ,I .. .. ..... ... ~ 1 .... ... 1,916 - 1,916 ... 8'/9 . .... ... ... ...... 
IJ N ... ur .. .. .. a~ .. 7&7,_ - - - - - 15.589 10,427 ".988 ".988 
18 OhAnda •• .. .. 10.7411 i8MIO 4,"" 721 6,156 - 5.15& 411,24l 60.100 "~I llK,f88 

I. Bbo.lldar. .. .. 11,1188 7"'860 ... - 928 - 928 21,848 12,21!O &!I,90S .. ~ 
18 B.,.. .. t .. .. .. "ISO 889,S01 - - - - - 19,980 lO,TIS 90,759 SO,-:-&8 

18 11010", .. .. .. 11.'ta4. 1~84.12'/ 118 - 156 - 118 2S8.!M 11,482 ... ~17 24.9,966 

17 B:Uaapur .• .. .. 8,34l 1.IIU,IM ~OOO 589 2,736 - 2,785 SUI7 11.008 <8.825 ",650 

18 Sambalpur .. .. .~ .. 7",4111 - - - - - 00.009 ~027 21,ose 21.0!\4I 

TotaJ Oe~tnJ. Provlnoe' 80.5<2 1O.781~ 10.708 1,118 19.'79 - 12,479 489,818 143,768 812.076 82'~ 

• 

"!"Gr. 

• A..kol& .. .. .. 2.M!} 1514.782 0,001 - 9,001 - 9,001 "',048 ~ ... 16,308 24 .... 

a B .. im ", .. .. 9.808 9118,181 8,576 .1~ 7,BOI - 7,801 ",.m 18~ ",521 01.9,322 , Buldo.aa. .• .. .. 2,809 &81,021 1O,s56 "'" 10,853 - 10,86S 18~ 4,791 21,038 U,4'N-

• A..mraoti .. .. .. 2,769 851i,8<6 ~I" 17 l,aul - 1,3Il1 9,746 1180 '0.090 11,23. 

6 wu. .. .. .. 5,011 <171.819 - - - - - 3,'" - 3,065 2.'" 

• BlIIchpur .. .. S .... .16,798 1.744 - 1.744 - 1.744 7 .... 2,7<8 10 .... 11,760 

--
Total Berar .. 17.117 l!,8Il7 .... 28,859 1.7f1 SO.noo - 8O.noo 72i133 ...... 101.168 1111,758 

== == == = == --= ---

AJmw-.V"IDGrG. 

1 A.Jmer .. .. .. .P70 '''',869 - - - - - ... - ... ... 
• Merw ...... • .. 841 118.999 - - - - - - - - --To .. AJm.,.... .. wara t,m lS48,S58 - - - - - ... - ... .. 

---==;== = 
Ttotai Biiillh PIo"f1D.", lOOJS51 ",,1 ... 755 .... '1>1 <8,188 169.010 - IID,OIO W,IH <18,361 I ........ 1."".415 

10668 IT 



522 

No. Name ofProvtuce-and 
Dllbiot. 

no, •• " ... 8_ 

1 MarwQl' .. .. .. 
2 Dundi .. .. .-
8 Btbner ., .. ... 
4 Mewor .. .. .. 
6 Jhalawar .. .. .. 
8 Kotah .. .. .. 

Tot&! Ra.jpntana 
ala .... 

Central lrulfa SIatu. 

1 GwaHor .. .. .. 
2 Indore .. .. .. 
8 DeW-os. 9. B. .. .. 
4 Dewalt,',B. .. .. 
6 Karo.udlQ, .. .. .. 
• 8 Bhopal .. .. .. 
7 Bajgarh .. .. .. 
8 Narsingbga.rb .. .. 
0 Khilchipur .. .. 

10 Pathari .. .. .. 
11 Orchha .. .. .. 
18 Bewoh .. .. .. 
18 Nogode .. .. .. 
14 Mi.lbar .. .. .. 
16 laora .. .. .. 
18 SaUana .. .. .. 
17 Pi,I_ .. .. .. 
18 Dbar .. .. .. 
10 Darwanl .. .. .. 
20 Allra!pur .. .. .. 
11 Jhabua, .. .. .. 
as 'obat .. .. .. 
as Ntmkhera .. .. 
IK Ba.gode (Dewu) .. 
2. MaDpur (Britilh) .. 

TotAl OeDtralblClla 
Sla .... 

I Byderaba4 .. .. 

I BIU'Od& .. .. .. 

Bomhau NaIf",8I4IIt. 

1 Kathl&war .. .. 
• Palanpur .. .. .. 
I Outab .. .. .. 
4 Oa.mba.,. .. .. .. 
8 Bewa. Kautha. .. .. 
8 Haht Kau\ha. .. .. 

STATISTICS. 

FOR THE WEEK ENDING THE 27TH OOTOBER, 19()().-oontiftN<><i. 

Relief workt. QratuitoUl reltef. 
Num-

A ..... Popula- beroD TotalOD 
tlOD. Depend- To~. 

.... work .. Poor-
Worken. ants. works. houll8lJor 

kitcheOL 
'+----- -~~~ -

Sq.M1Ies. I 
M,IMIB 2,628.178 - - - - - 1,868 

2,220 296,1l16 U1 - U1 - 4S'1 2TO 

22,S4O 83l,948 264 - 264 - 264 242 

U,al8 1.7D2.126 2.108 - 2,108 - 2,l08 -
2,722 !WS,68S lI84 - 261 - 264 68 

9,784 626.2&1 9,886 - 9,886 - 8.886 1,996 
----

77.282 8,317.712 8,938 - 8,938 - 8,938 8,329 
-. 

29,047 8,518.783 - - - - - 622 

8,400 l,009.900 1,708 - 1.708 - 1,708 7,580 

166 77.922 - - - - - 4S 

1M 66.722 - - - - - -
• • - - - - - -
8.996 952,4118 \ 

MS 119.489 l 889 Il6,28O 8,889 - 9,899 - 8,899 -
278 SS.so2 

J 2D 4,8l8 

2,C/ID 839,000 - - - - - -
12.6'18 Ijj()11,464 <63 - 46S - 46S 819 

- - .. - - - - -
400 77,648 sa - 82 - sa 22 

681 117,850 - - - - - 199 

126 S1,5l8 - - - - - 2S 

80 lI.814 - - - - - 12 

1,788 187,504 - - - - - -
l,SB2 80,904 - - - - - -

11!8 70.001 - - - - - -
l,SS8 119.787 - - - - - -

182 14,868 - - - - - -
60 4.800 - - ~ - - -
'/& 8,000 - - - - - -
n 6,000 .- - - - - -

68,374 8._ 6,001 - 6,001 - 6,D43 9,lto 

82,8IJ8 11,637.040 22,<16 - 22,416 - 22,416 -

8,ZIII 2,.16,888 l2,8Of - lI,8Of - 18,804 -
~ 

110,568 2,763,404 1lO,l1l1 ',187 !4,384 - 1K,llS4 8,'i14 

7,716 84&,1138 6IiII lllI7 719 - 719 1,411 

8,1500 668,.18 708 - 108 - 708 10 

800 99,722 - - - - - D8 

4,980 '183,606 1,1107 lIS ~880 - 1,880 SOO 

B.82D 881,588 1,1500 184 1.890 - 1.890· 7~ 

- . . 
• Not known. 

i 
The ftirUl'Ol repN!JIeDt the Dumbors on the lBII: day of tbe week 
The fliuree are for the week endinK 19th Ootober 1900. 
Report not recelvod: ftll\ll'Ol art for the week endlDK 18th Ooklber.l000 
Report ~ot .received. _ 

VlUage 
doleaaod TolA!. 

ollier reUet 

, . , 

- 1,868 

- 370 

- 242 

186 18& 

- 83 

S84 1,780 

649 8,878 
, 

- 622 

100 7.760 

83 78 

'/9 '/9 

10 10 

2,018 , 2.018 

- -
- 810 

- -
- as 

54 1'/9 

- as 
- 12 

- -
- -
- -
- -
- -
- -
- -
- -

2,904 11,504 

27,868 27,868 

18,890 18.888 

2,420 6,142 

1711 1,588 

- 10 

16 III 

so. 810 

17 '/91

1 

ORAND 
'''orAL. 

l,888 

7Cl7 

1106 

2,198 

117 

&,828 

10.818 

62lI 

9,4li8 

78 

'11 

10 

8,nn 

I 
1,272 

I 

104 

178 

as 
'11 

D 

J 

I 

I 

I 

H 

I 

----
17.448 

... 7<6 

Su9s 

30,476 

8,89D 

7l8I 

III 

3,140 

2,UO! 



_. 
~ .. Numo of Provmoe aDd 

D1ruto," 
, 

. . 

Bumbau Nalh.8tDIa-
GOaL 

7 Aundh .. .. .. 
8 JBmkhaDdi .. .. 
• Ja.t;b .. .. .. 

10 Daphlapur .. .. 
11 Akalkot .. .. .. 
III Mlldhol •• .. .. 
18 PhnJ&aD ,_ .. .. 
I. D_pore .. .. 
111 Baaodo .. .. .. 

Total Bombay Native 
8tatel. . 

Punjab Nalfve S~. 

1 Jlndh- .. .. .. 
2 Po.taudl. I. .. .. 
8 Dujana· .. .. .. 
• Loharu· .. .. .. 
6 l'atlala .. .. .. 

Toto.lPunjab Native ....... 

Oimtl"lJl PtomnDII FIUd4-
.... 8 ...... 

1 Na.n~D .. -
• aa .... h .. .. .. 
8 !tanker .. .. .. 
• Khatrararh .. .. 
i Sarangarb .. .. 
" Bonpur .. .. .. 
7 Kawarda .• .. .. 
8 8&k<l .. .. .. 
9 BaR~r .. .. .. 

10 Patno. .. .. .. 
11 Cbbulkhadan II .. 

Tot.nl Oentral ProvlDceA ... FeudnwtJ'S--. 

TotuJ Native Sta.teI .. 

GRANDToTAL,DRlTJ8B 
PnoVINOBS AND NA-
Tn-B ti'U.TB& 

Bomba •• 

I Ahmedabad. .. " ., 
I Ralm .. .. .. 
• Paut}hMahnla II .. 
• Brorwb .. .. .. 
• S ... , .\ .. .. 
• Th ... .. .. .. 
7 SbolapW' .. .. .. 

_. -

10066 

STATlSTIIlS. 

POB THIll WEEK ENDING THIll S7TJl OCTOBE~ 1!IOO--.JoIIc1tule4 • 

. . - -_. u. __ ---.-.- . . 

Beller worK Grataitous relief. 
Num· 

Area 1'':1:-
w.rk .... 1 D:,e;'d-I 

berOD Total aD 
.o. teo, works. Poor- ~·I TooaI. war'" hotl8ellor dolessnd 

kJ ....... other relief. 

Sq . .M1lee. 

447 "M.8 46 1 48 - .. III -
6M lOOl82 2,00 1,1fi8 - 3,201 - 3,2Ol - 188 

j 1179 ! 71,448 9,S78 1,5<7 6,126 - 5,125 489 .. 
8,3<' Itl 66 1.8 - 100 - -

'98 76,77. 877 7 ... - ... - 886 

981 8l,8lD 67" 4 880 - 880 - -
397 '- 81 - 81 - 81 - a 
794 13),498 67 - 67 - 67 210 -
2U; 41,378 54 - 54 - 54 44 -

-
47,898 5.974,078 .1.001 7~7' SU,274 - 89,27' 0,931 4.087 

--

1,268 2114.600 78 - 78 - 78 - B/ 

&8 1'.002 - - - - - - 466 

88 28,466 - - - - - - fo08 ... 3),199 - - - - - - 248 

6,861 1,683,621 - - - - - - 8,268 

----
7/R1 1 ...... 87. 78 - 78 - 78 - '~ll 

--------

871 .- 1,001 - 1,0011 - 1.001 - 1,433 

1,488 It18,626 - - .- - - - 160 

1,439 Il2.S79 821 - 821 - 821 - 48S 

821 m,l84 809 - 809 - 809 - 2,092 

6101 8S~1O 80S - SO. - 80S - 877 

JIOII 186~ - - - - - - 2,621 

798 91,8lS - - - - - - 184 

188 :a;~. - .- - - - - 86 

18,003 .10,624 51S - 61S - 51S - 1,096 

8,898 SS2.197 - - - - - - 1,778 

161 S8,2B8 - - - - - - 68 

--
22,861 1,690,965 3.047 - 3,047 - 3,047 - 10l~42 

814.709 1l8,m~ 8ll.92S 7~3 80,898 - 80,898 19,400 ""'852 -----. 
484,268 84,680,014 281\&16 52,661 as9~ - S39~ 674,6>1 620,003 

FOR THE WEEK ENDING THE 24TH NOVEMBER, 1900. 

8,949 92I,m 1.978 517 ,,482 - 2,498 788 

I,"" 871,689 - - - - ~ 188 

1,618 31 .. 417 008 102 J.(104 - 1,004 368 

~48S Btl,4oo 2,228 ... 2.58'1 - 2,58'1 l2S 

~882 819,980 - - - . - - 1'" 

M78 BI9.680 - - - - - -
4,612 'I5O.oso 61.088 10.817 81.1185 - - ',402 

- ... .. _ .. -
-

• FI8'U1'OO Dot rt:w.eivcd : those tor the IDst week htwe been repeated. 
t The Ogurea represent the nnmhen aD the ta.t w.y 01 \be week. 

2O~' 

6,058 

l.2.751. 

l!8,819 

-
608' 

1!,l86 

GIWfD 
TOTAL. 

T ..... 

I' &8 

188 8,5811 

50< Mao 

- 100 

886 1,550 

- i80 

• 80 

21. ll88 

44 Il8t 

10.998 1IO~11 _. 

57 ISS 

466 466 

296 lI9I 

248 lIIO' 

',268 2,28S 

.~ 8,S87 

1,433 2,484 

1110 1110 

48. 1,030 

',092 2,7011 

877 880 

2,521 2,62l 

194 194 .. 86 

1,036 l,6I8 

1,778 1,778 

68 68 

---
10,142 13,l88 

88.052 178,5<8 

1,094,627 l.4ss.84S 

2l~42 llS,OSi ..... ~8 

lUM 14,l0l 

1l8,742 Sl,228 

106 106 
608 1108 

16,58'1 ~ 

sy~ 



,524 STATISTICS. 

PORTHE WEEK 'ENDING THE 14TH NOVEMBER, 1900..:.""111 •• ....,. 
-- --. ~-+"- -- _. _. -- ',._- -._ .... _--. .. -- . ':11 _.- -_ ..... ,- ".- . 

ReHer works. GratuUoUlI'eUef. I 
Nllme of Pr"O;toce o,nd 

.. Num-
No .. Area. P'Wo:1a- beroD Toto.lon ORAND 

DiBtrict. OD. Depend- teet works. Poor- VIII... j ToTAL. 
Workers. •• to, TotaL works. bOUBe8or doles and Total • 

kttcheua. otherreUef 
-

Bombau--cont. Sq.Milee. I 
• .-\~medna.pr -. .. 8,645 81:18.156 17.710 8,12S 110,883 - 1IO,883 - l6,8'IS l&,B78 16,7" 

8 Poona. .. .. .. ~9 l,oJo7,800 17,1132 4,474 aa,soo - 2:!,soo - 7,711 7.718 90.01' 

10 Khan4esh .. .. 10,907 1,480,851 1,lI76 ZI6 1,801 - 1,601 1,831 11,708 S,0Ba 8,"" 

11 Nu.aik .. .. . . 6,940 848,6IW 1l,3B8 2,008 lB,846 - 18,846 900 1,728 2,026 1I,B'/8 

12 Satan, " .. .. 411/f1 l,226,989 4,2lS 878 4,601 - f,691 IT/ !,801 8,778 8,!1811 

11 Bij"pur .. .. .. 6,6811 798$80 1,892 S2S 1,066 - 1,965 8'18 1,6'/'/ 2,460 4,405 

Total Bomha.y .. 57,858 10,061,788 1lB,274 Zl,187 W.401 - 1S6,401 7,820 117.087 126$07 2eO.708 
-

-
CeNtral Prcll'in",. 

1 8a.ugor .. .. . . 4,007 691.74.9 - - - - - lit - 84 III 

I lubbulpore .. .. 2,04B 74$,146 - - - - - lI04 - 204 204 

S ~anllDghpur .. .. 1,916 367,02t1 - - - - - 23 - 28 115 , B08htlogabad .. .. 4,694 629,946 .. - - - - - 121 821 821 

6 Nim.r .. .. .. B,857 253,486 - - - - - 115 610 786 '126 

a Betnl .. .. .. 8,824 Baa,l1l6 - - - - - tI69 4.728 6,885 li,885 

1 Wardba .. .. .. 8,428 400,864 - - - - - I!,OS6 6,401 11,486 11,486 

11 Nagpur .. .. .. S,848 7rn.sea - - - - - - 8,772 I,m s.m 
9 Oba.uda .. .. . . 10.749 697,810 - - - - - aa,824 10,876 12,800 32,800 

10 Bhandara .. .. 8,9B8 742,860 - - - - - l!86 1,471 1.718 J,711 

11 Baiall'ba.' •• .. .. S,I3G S3a$Sl - - - - - 8,417 (081! 7,688 7,688 

18 BaipQ.r .. .. .. 11.124 1,684,427 - - - - - 1311 7 .... 7,816 MI. 

IS BilMpur " .. .. 8$4l 1,l64,l58 - - - - - 119 s,07a 1,191 S,191 

If Sambalpur .. .. 4,848 '/1!8,41S - - - - - 9S - tIS tIS 

Total Oentral Pro-- 10,'l88 9$41,047 - - - - - 84.048 42,080 76,l88 76,1118 
Yin,,". 

Bmlr. 

I &mraoti •. .. .. a.759 865,846 - - - - - 4S - 4S " 
2 Altola .. .. .. a,eIII rn4,788 - - - - - l,Sl7 441 1.768 1,761 

S Ellichpur .. 2,82S 315,798 - - - - - SO 881 ne ne 

4 Buldan •.• .. .. 2,8011 481,031 5,798 sag 1!,127 - 1!,127 71/14 4.17" 11,852 17,979 

'fi Bulm .. .. .. 8,958 898.181 - - - - - 2,127 6,332 8,469 ',469 

.II Wu. .. .. S,811 471,818 - - - - - 88 - 59 811 

Total Herar .. 17.m 2,81l7,o40 6,798 Ball 0,127 - 1,127 U.l35 11,732 Irlll/fl -
I A;mer .. .. lI,07O - - - - - - 245 - 246 M6 .. 

To\a.1 Bri,lIb Pro- 1_ lIS,8Ia.228 119,07J Zl,458 141,i28 - 141,828 1IS,048 171.4W Zl4.647 S66,02& 

vi ...... -

11<0/"..,. .. Statu. 

1 Mar .. , .. . . M,98S 2,5l!8,l79 - - - - - MS .- m II4S .. 
I BUDdt I,2l!O I116,tm - - - - - 2117 - 2117 m .. .. . . 
S DluDer 22,846 8S1,948 212 - 112 - 21! 169 - 169 l!8l .. .. .. 

~ SO - - SO 90 , Bhu.hpura .. .. 40S 811,873 - - - -
I Mewo.r .. IUDS 1.799,1. - - - - - tIS - tIS 28 .. .. 
• lba.ta .... r .• 2,m MS,6IlS - - - - - - - - -.. .. 
7 Kota.h 1,7B4 • &a6,287 8,918 - S.S19 

_. s,S19 720 - 720 4,011 .. .. .. 
1 ot.al llaJ pulaDa n,887 0,407,948 I,IiSl - s,&Bl - I,IiSl 1,687 - l,687 6,1l8 

Atate .. 



. STATISTICS. ·525 

FOB TRB WEEK ENDING TRB 24TH NOVEMBER, 19()()""'OOMlIlded. 

1'1 .... 01 Provlll .... d I BeUetworb. Omml .. relI.eL 
Nom-

No. ...... PopuJ&.. beroD Total OD ORAND 
1lJsUje>. 

I 
tiOo. .... wozka. 

POW- I ViUap I 'ferAL. 

I 
wo'~D""d- T01aL worD. honseeol' doles and Total ..... kitcheDa. other relief. .... ~-- - ---- --- ~---.-- .. ----- --. 

I 
CenInJZ India 81aUf. Sq.MUes. 

I I Gwa,UOt •• .. .. 29,1M7 ...IS.769 - - - - -; - - - t 
J Indore .. .. .. 8,400 J.099,1lOO - - - - - 1,401 II lP12 i 1,611 

I DewuS.B .. .. W 77/UA - - - - - III 86 118 118 

• Dewaal.B. .. .. W 66,729 - - - - - - to to to 

I Bhopa.i .. .. . . ~ ... 062,486 4l!8 118 6lI8 - 696 329 - 329 8IiO 

I NarslDlhlath '0 , .. 869 116,280 - - - - - .0 - '0 .. 
7 1&01'& .. .. .. 606 .1l!O - - - - - 7' 36 108 lOB 

8 AmJbera •• .. .. e.O 66,000 - - - - - 88 - 88 38 

• DbaI' .. .. .. 1,789 167,504 - - - - - 180 - 182 182 

10 Manpur (Britilb) .. 71 5,000 - - - - - 8 - 8 • 
To .. I OenlrfJ India '8,488 6,1J63,708 .... 118 688 - 688 ~77 181 lI,368 2,89t 

8to .... 

I Bydera.bad .. .. - 11,537 ,6fO O,fi01 - 0,fi01 - O,fi01 - 3,800 3,800 6,301 

I Baroda .. .. .. 
.~ a.415,l1118 6,l1118 - 6,91111 - 6 .... - 10,069 1~063 1~4OII 

-

· 

Bolnbau NoIWf SIGlu.-

I KathJawar .. .. 00,669 .. 7IO,f04 9.711 667 10,llll8 - 10,sss ~\8 ..... 4,421 14,780 

• Po ....... .. .. 7.176 - 908 88 fl' - f14 802 lOB '/SO '1,144 

8 Cutoh .. .. .. 8,600 5li8,flI ... - ... - ... I. - I. SO< 

• Oo.mbay •• .. .. S60 89,728 - - - - - 70 - 70 70 

I Rewa Kauth&. •• .. 4,1l8O 7!1S,6OO 506 I. 699 - 5SII 106 148 07. IUS 

6 Mabl Kantba. .. .. 8,628 681,698 SS8 - B88 - B88 206 - 206 66lI 

7 Auo4b .. .. .. 447 66,l48 to - to - 40 8 - 8 48 

8 lamkh&adl .. .. . II6Ii 102,182 1,800 676 2,89t - 2,89t II8l al4 486 2,781 

• lath .. .. .. I I 71,,," 9,910 ·1.410 4,280 - 4,280 S6/ .. 411 .. 771 
11/11 

10 Daphla.pur .. .. 8,94B - - - - - - .. .. .. 
11 Akalk., .. .. .. 486 76,77' Il98 - ... - lIII6 - lSI 46\ 747 

\8 Hudhol •• .. .. sal 8I.B15 4Ilf • 488 - 486 - - - . 488 

IS Pho.ltAn •• .. .. SO'/ 66.'189 17< - 174 - 174 - - - 174 

I' DbBr&mpore .. .. 794 106,4Il8 74 - 74 - 74 78 - 78 160 

II Ba •• .. .. .. Jl6 4\,S"/S - - - - - 35 - 35 35 
-.--

Total Bombay Native 17,998 6.974.078 18,111< 9,946 \8,669 - 19,8&1 8,111. 9,947 7 .... ' lI8,I!ZI 
S ...... == ------

0tnIra, ProvfftM 
llUdoJorli Sltitu. 

I Naoclsraon .. . .. B/I 11>S,686 162 - 162 - 162 - 81 81 >IS 

I K.hpJraprb .. .. II8l 18l,llK t&. - ... - .... - \Ill 113 678 

• B ..... .. .. .. I~ooa 810 .... 8311 - SS6 - 9911 - 107 B07 .. , 
• Po .... .. .. .. II,SOIl S!IO,I&'/ - - - - - - 158 166 166 

• Ohhu1khada.o •• .. 1M - - - - - - - OS OS &I 

Total Cent.ral Pro- 17,667 1,644,f19 960 - 960 - 960 - lIIIO lIIIO l,9IlI 
viocea Feouw,. 
S\a,te&. = ----- = 

. Total Nut"" Stat.el 82B,92:l 99,f8a,liII8 10,673 8,9IS 66,61' - ",6l0 7,880 18,S88 35,08S 1iIl,67t 

- =. ---• 
G :AND1'OTAL.DRlTISB 

PllOVINCBS AND NA.. 
S79,907 67,044,61. 148,1141 lI6,SII9 176,M4 - 17"044 80,738 180,888 3!O~1' 4Z,1I6f 

TI .. •• STAr&S. 
. • 

• The tl5rureII for the Native atatoea of OutlOb II.nel Banada l't!1!reBent. the Dumben 00 'he tan day of &he week, while othen repr_a. 
~e dally .. ve~ Tho Ilaw. tor 'be Kat.biawar and Mahi Kaolba Sta.\ea Bud t;hoee tor the Belgaum DiIr&riot .,. for the week 
ODdI"f!rd November. 1900. • 

Bot.u.ro 110& reoeiV1ld. 



.526 STATl&TICS. 

, FOR THE WEEK ENDING THE 2~TH DECEMBER, 190(). 

Belief w4rka. GratuUoU8 relief. I 

Num.., I +_ .. _- Area. p~UIa- heron T_on liRAND 
• J;>i8t~t.. on. , 

Depend- .... works. Poor- VUJage I TOTAL 
Workers. Total. worD. hOll8e8or doles and Total anto. kitcheD8. \other reller. i 

Bombau. Sq.MiI ... 

1 Ahmedabad 3,949 ~21.ru 429 611 498 - 498 768 1,294 
. 

6,061! ., .. .,600 

2 Panch Ma.ha.ls ., .. 1,613 SIS,417 1,907 136 1.442 - 1.442 164 4.~ 4.600 1l,(II2 

3 Broach .. .. .. 1.468 341,400 1,410 2lfi 1,6:11 - 1,831 20 2,'146 2.370 01,001 

4 Thana .. .. .. 3,878 819,880 - - - - -
'1~1 

00 110 110 

• Sbol&pur .. .. ',642 700,889 83,213 13,742 70~66 - 76~ 12,876 14,439 91,888 

0 Ahmednagar .. .. 0,94. 888.756 26.010 4,so1 30,311 - 3O,9U ~ 

, 
8~88 ~88 38,479 I 

7 POODS. .. .. .. 6,3110 l,(1111.soo 14,1l911 6,()84 :lO,(l8a - :lO,(l8a - 636 636 90,618 

8 Kha.ndeab .. .. 10,907 1.400,661 2,()90 - 2,()90 - 2,()90 382 86 447 21«1 

• Naeik .. .. .. 6,940 843,682 1,888 - 1,693 - 1,698 42 - 42 1,986 
I 

10 Sa",ro 1,226,989 .. .. .. 4~87 0.496 l!62 0.747 - 8.747 - !l8l 981 I 7{128 

il Bljapur .. .. .. 6,868 790.839 6,861 468 6;109 - 6,309 900 1,477 2.3'171 8,868 

Total Bombay .. 64,881 9,430,204 123.703 24,266 147,889 - 147,889 .~ 94,907 39.0061 187,1)64 
. ... 

I , i 
I 

Co:tltral Prouinul.. 

1 Sa"""r .. .. . . 4.007 691.748 - - - - - Z! - 2lI 2lI 

S Njmar .. .. .. 8,367 lI68,488 - - - - - 20 - i!o 10 

3 B~ul .. .. .. 8,824 323,l96 - - - - - 11 - 11 11 

• Obanda. .. .. .. 10.749 697.610 - - - - - - 4,784 4,764 4.764 

6 Bilaspnr ., " .. 8,941 1~~68 - - .. - - 21! - 1I2 32 

.Totnl Central Provinces 80,278 8,080.198 - - - - - 76 4.764 4,839 4,839 

= 
Total BritlBh Provinces 84~39 18,400,397 123,709 24,256 147.869 - 141,889 ',203 39.731 48,994 19l,811S 

. 

JltVputana StattR. 

1 Mllrwar .. .. .. !l4.96S 8,623,l78 - - - .. - 3 ... - 398 396 

2 Bikaner .. .. . . 22,940 831,943 142 - 142 - 142 153 - 153 296 

8 Tonk .. .. .. 2,752 880,009 - - - - - 80 - 80 80 

• Bundi .. .. .. 2,2:l(l 296.675 - - - - - :lOO -

I 
:lOO f!IO 

6 Sh1lohpnra .. .. 406 68,648 - - - - - 26 - 28 Il8 

I 

Total BaJputana. Su.te8 6:1,690 4,(199,611 142 - 142 - 142 8fI/ - 88'1\ 999 

=----== . 
I~~ 

, 

~'rallndUJ Slota. 
I I 

1 Indore .. .. .. 8,400 1.099,900 - - - - - 804 - 804 804 

2 Jao1'8. .. .. .. 1106 117.650 - - - - - 80 9 39 !II 

Total Central India •• 000 1,917,660 - - - - - 8S4 0 84S 84S 

Statea. . '--- "--

1 Hyderahad .. .. 28,898 11,837.640 1,997 - 1.99'1 - 1.99'1 1,235 - 1,296 8,SSS 

. 

1 Dllroda .. .. .. II,2S6 2,416,398 8,696 - 6.896 - 8,696 .61749 - 6,743 12,638 

Bomba" NaI,,,.8Iatu.-

1 Ko.thlawal' 1O-liOO 3.11i2.404 '63 96 668 - 668 446 4:lO 886 1.425 .. '.' 

S Pn1n.npur 7.776 - 884 111 361 - 361 401 10 411 821 .. .. 
8 Oamba.7 S60 80.732 - - .- - - 60 - 60 60 .. .. 
4 RewaXaDtha ',660 133,606 B/6 S4 900 - 800 15 11 42 642. 

.. .. 
& Mnbt Kautha S,IIlI8 681,988 - - - • - 7~ - 76 76 

" .. . . - -.- . . .. . -
• The Ojpltoa for the no.Uve atatoa of Bnusda. represent the numbers on the last da.y (If the week while ~ertl represeot &be daily 

lo"'erOoi'6II. The figure. for the Me.hi Kautha. BtateA are for the week udlDit" 15th December,llKlO. 



STATISTICS. - 521, 

J'OB.,TlIJI WEEK ENDING TIlE 89TH DEOEMBER,. 19ao----wltoN~, 

BeUef workl. Gramitot18 relief. 
NUDl-

No, Name of Province and P':f,uJa.-. 

w .. i.....IIle~.:.·-1 TvlaL 

heroD Total on OIW<D 
DiI.dot. A..rea.e , OD. .... work.&. Poor- Vllmge j TOT .... 

w ..... hoo88Bor doles 8Dd Total. kI_ 
other relief 

Bomba" Natloc SI4UI- Sq.MilIll8, 
(loni. 

I ' '111 6 Aundh " .. .. 447 86,148 106 - 106 - 106 6 - 6 , 
666 a,ll18 1,s20 9,638 Sl2 112 <a4 9 .... 7 Jamkho,ndi ., " 102.162 9,638 -- . 119 699 7,804 8 Jath " " ., 

J ! 71.449 &,082 9~90 7.r19 - 7,1119 4lS 
1111! 

8,s49 
" , ! • Da.pblapur .. .. - - - - - - I< 14 I{ 

- , Us 10 Akalkot " .. ... 76,77' lIlI9 - a:JII - 229 - 197 197 

11 Kodbol " " .- MI 8l~16 704 S 7111 - 7111 - - - 7f1I , 
12 PhB.lta.tI. .. " .- m 66~ 96S 60 "'" - 90S - f • SI1I 

IS BanlKla .. " .. 9l& fl.S7S - - - - - 18 - 18 18 

Total Bomba, Natdve-....... fO .... 6a311fi.186 ..... '.769 19,66B - 19,698 1.796 999 8,699 1$,S89 

Total Native State. 149,264 .. ,&Sf .... 18,928 .,m 221J111 - 221J11/ 10.<0& 972 11,977 94.9'/0' 

--------= = -
GRANDToTAL,BIllTI8B 

PROVINOES AND NA-
234,1811 87.026,(169 1",681 ._' I7O,6M - 170,686 14,608 4O,7OS 1>6$11 226;987 

TIVE STATES, 

. 

FOR THE WEEK ENDING THE 26TH JANUARY, 1901. 

Jladl'lU. 

I Ouddapah .. ,- 8,7SlI 

~ 
- - - - - - 8,8M 8,68f a.ast -

TofAl M&draa .. 8,722 1.S7S.cmr - - - - - - 8,834 lI,834 8,68f 

-- ----= = ====-
-.- -----------'- - .. - --.... - •• -"> . --..:;. ---r-- _ . 

BombaJI. 

1 Abmeda~ " 
., ..... m.m ... .. 6S2 - 699 797 G'/8 e$16 7,t9'/ 

I Pa.noh MahaJI •• " 1~19 91S,U7 1.700 112 1~ - 1.907 169 9,116 9,234 9,1.1 

• Broaob .. " .. I.'" SU,4.90 1,770 Its 1..18 - ~18 - S67 967 8,2815 
'-

4 Than. .. .. .. 9,678 81',680 - - - - - - 1M 1M 1M 

6 8hoJapar •• .. , . 4,642 760~ 69,174 12,68f I!6,Ii28 - 85,598 1,68l 11.107 12.788 mit . 
e AhmednDoi'lu .. .. 8,846 888.71>6 96,85() 6,69S 41.r1a - fl,ll1S - • .140 ~fO 6O.4lS 

7 Poone: .. .. .. 6,S69 1,067#10 12,698 ",494 17,086 - 17,088 - 1.851 1,851 18,7!7 

• Kbn.udesh .. .. 10,007 1,4.60,861 - - - - - alS 187 '79 479 

• Na.glk .. .. .. 6.940 84,',588 1.7M - 1,757 - 1,761 .. - .. 1.791 

10 Sa.tnr& .. .. .. '.967 1 ..... 980 7,588 9ft 8,178 - 8,178 - .If '1' '.090 
11 Biju.pur .. .. . . 6,668 796,680 6,188 eas 5,821 IISI 6,403 1,188 1,846 a.ass .,98& 

ToW Bombay .. &<,881 9,4S0,2(H; l2()~" . . IS.IMlll 149,9118 681 Itt,679 '~81 ".488 98,619 188,1118 . 
- = -----

, 
amtmJ Prov',"*-

I SaUl'or .. .. .. '.09'/ 691.m - - - - - 1. - l' 19 -Tom} Control ProvtnOOll 4,09'/ 691.7411 - - - - - 1. - l' 19 
_. = 

TokIJ Br!ldah ProvlnC811 87,98& l1 .... PI. 120,196 l!9,8OlI 148,998 681 1 .. ,678 4,160 "1,698 41.412 186,O6l 

= ------= = - C-=' 

c.mlrnJ Indja_. 

1 Indore .. .. .. 8,<00 .1,ooo.9IXI - - - - - 706 - 706 706 
I JAOt" .. .. 006 117.660 - - - - - .. - .. .. 

.. 
Tot!\1 Oe1ltral India 
~ttt.~ 

"006 1,217,1160 - - - - - 749 - 74. 7" 



528 l!'rATllI'f1CI! •. 

FOR THE WEEK ENDING THE UTB JANUARY, 1901-ouocltuNd. 

BeUef wor-ks. GramitoWl nllet 
Num-

No. NaMe of Pronaoe a.nd Ar .... P':f.-- beroD 'l'ota.l on GKAND, 
Diltrict. on, worke1 D ... nd-

.... works. Poor- VfllAge TOTAL. . 
Tol8l. works. houll8llor doles BDd Total on'" kitoheD& other relief. I --

r 

8q,M1Ies. 

1 Byderabad .. .. 28,898 11,6S7,040 1,8!16 - l,8!I6 - 1,8!16 722 - m 2,1!68 
. c 

1 Baroda " .. 8,296 2,416,300 8,878 - 8,878 - 8,878 f,II8S - 4,989 19,OOl 
-

Bomba" NaU",8tatu. 

1 Xathiawar .. .. ~,r;oo 2,7_ 789 110 879 - 879 ... S!'/ 781 1,860 

2 Palo.npur . . .. .. 7,776 646,528 - - - - - Q 811 'm 'm , Oamba:y .. .. .. 960 &II,m - - - - - 62 - 51! III 

• Rewa. Kantha .. .. 4,860 798608 782 64 816 - 816 16 168 188 9911 

6 A:undh ,. .. .. 447 66,l48 110 - 110 - 110 - 6 6 116 

I 1amkbnndi .. .. 666 102,162 1,8!16 1,D76 2,614 - 2,914 8ll 122 488 3,M7 

7 lath .. .. .. I ! 71,443 6;7l3 3,416 8,l28 - 8,l28 S88 1'1'9 668 8,860 
&79 

8 Daphlapur .. .. 80MB - - - - - - 9 9 9 

J Ablko ... .. .. 498 . 76.774 164 - 1M - 164 .. - ,36 .36 19II 

10 Hudbol .. .. .. 361 61,816 1,0&7 4 1,101 - 1,101 - - - 1,101 

11 PhaltaD ., .. .. B&7 68,989 366 70 326 - 326 - 8 • S. 
-

Total Bombay Nati:n B6,901 4,672,224 10.7.29 3,709 14,438 - 14,438 1,4l.9 997 2,648 16,764 
Bta.tea. b, 

Total Native Stalel .. 82,831 19,812,2l0 21,24!1 3,709 24,963 - 24,9611 7.'m 997 8,200 33,l61! 
--

GRAND TOTAL. BRIT-
ISH PROVINOBSAND 

160,221 31,138,229 Ifl.t99 2'/,611 168,1160 681 1811,831 11,423 B8,249 49,87l1 319,208 

. NATIVB STATKS. 

FOR THE WEEK ENDING THE 23RD F:tlBRUARY, 1901, 

Jindra. 

1 Ouddapab .. .. 8,722 1.2'1l1,072 - - - B2'/ 327 - ',011 3,011 lI,3B8 

Total1dadraa .. 8.722 11172,D73 - - - B2'/ 32'/ - 3,011 3,011 3,838 

-'-- ===== .. - -
Bombal/. 

1 Ahmedabad .. .. 3,M9 921.712 1,7{)4 - 1,704 - 1.704 624 6,424 7,D48 8.762 

I Pa.nch Ku.hale .. .. 1,613 813,417 ~ 101 lI,II8l - 3,281. 100 ,,os1 9,l8'7 6.468 

• Brooch .. .. .. 1,488 941,490 I!e3 17 6'1'9 - 679 - 1" 149 7l1S 

t Th ... .. .. .. 8,678 819,6110 - - - - - - • • 4 

6 Bbola.pur .. .. 4,51ll 760,839 42,748 11,616 M,!I6l - M,ss1 1~0II 10,369 11,49l1 86,8211 

I Ahmed.oapr .. .. 8,846 888,766 4l.nfo 6,284 48,D68 - 48,D68 - 10,l64 10JM 6lI,2l2 

7 Poon&. .. .. .. 6,389 1,0&7,800 11,748 9,748 16,488 - 16,488 - 2.oos 2,208 , 17,691 

8 Itb&.deoh .. .. 10,907 1,480,86l - - - - - S88 278 6ff1 661· 

9 Noolk .. .. .. 6,1KO 84lI,832 1,41& - 1,418 - 1,418 4lI - 48 1,490 

10 Salara .. .. .. 4,98'/ 1_ 8,4S0 3B4 8,784 - 8,784 - 1;129 1~'429 , 10,093 

11 BIJa.pur .. .. .. 6,839 '/00,838 6,860 1,(1811 8,761 - 8,761 1,406 2,447 3,B6I! i 10,833 

Dha.rw&r 4,609 1,D&1~14 !I6l !I6l - - .. r 
!I6l 18 .. .. - - -

Total Bombay 119,284 10,481,6l8 117,268 II!IJ78 140.484 !I6l 140,186 lI,819 88,8'/8 
00,91171 

18O,78B .. 
I , 

Ot~~"oe&. I 
1 8& .... , .. .. .. 4,DO'/ &91.748 - - - - - 16 - 16 i 16 

--' 1--. , 

Total CeavaJ PronDo. 4,DO'/ 1191.748 - - - - - 16 - 16 18 

--
Total BrltJlh Provlacel 71,998 18,941\9'1.'1 117,268 lI!I,l78 IfD,4M 8'/8 141J18 8,836 00,389 - IIMJ88 



STATISTICS. 529 

FOR THE WEEK ENDING THE 23RD FEBRUARY, 1901-oo".1tuUd. 

Belief worlu. Gratuitous relief. 
Num· 

No. Na.me of Province WId Area. POf.uIa- beroD Total on GIlAlID 
DJstrlat. Ii OD. D.pend-I TotaL 

.... worka. POOl'- VI"- TOTAL. 
Worken. worka. hou8811 or dol88 a.nd TotaL ...... ki ........ other relief. 

CmtNd 1""" mau.. Sq.MlIea 

1 Indore .. .. .. 8,400 llJOO,900 - - - - - II1II - II1II II1II 

• Jaola .. .. .. 808 U7,61lO - - - - - 1I8 8 36 !I& 

• Jobafi .. .. .. W ....... m- . - rm - rm - - - rm 

Total OentrAI lDdia 8~98 1 ... 1 ..... rm - rm - f1/7 88S 8 882 1.888 
Statel. =- r" =, 

1 Hydel'abad .. .. 28,688 11,537.0<0 1,276 - 1,276 - 1,276 788 - 788 a,ou 
- =, 1=, 

1 Barncla .. .. .. 8,2S6 2~16,388 11,986 - 11,986 - 11,986 4,968 - .,968 16,968 
=, 

-
Bomball Nath" Slatu. 

1. KatoblAwar .. .. 2O,61!8 2,'/62,404 188 100 286 - 286 2.'l6 BOO 6S6 831 

a PaJa.npur .. .. .. 7.Tl6 646,636 - - - - - 00 66 116 11& 

B Rewa. KaDtha. •• .. ',980 798,500 804 - 804 - 804 12 46 M 86Il 

• Aundh .. .. .. 447 tl6J46 282 - 2S2 - 2S2 19 - 19 861 

6 lamkh&ndl .. .. 666 102,162 1,848 1,234 8.m - 2,m 2811 16 806 8m 
6 lath .. .. .. } ! 71.449 6~86 3,609 8,694 - 8,694 88S lIS .808 9,soo 

9'111 
7 Daphlapur .. .. 8,843 IS - IS - 18 - 7 7 20 

8 ltolho.pur .. .. a~48 706,361 441 7 448 - 448 - - - 448 

• AJmlkot ., .. .. .98 76.Tl' 1M - 1M - 1M - 98 98 194 

10 lIudhol .. .. .. 881 81,8l6 I.m - 1.423 - 1.4J2 - - - 1.4lI8 

11 PhaJ.tan •• .. .. 89'1 OO.'l88 aoo 40 lI<6 - lI<6 - • , 260 

TotnJ Bomb ... ., Na.tlve 88,1l96 6,237.768 . 11,50S 3,61lO 16.'l88 - l6.'l88 898 889 1,887 17.<110 
8 ...... - =, 
Total Na.tive a •• 84,768 80,4'12.076 26.7llO 8,2S0 39.000 - 28,2S0 6,806 698 7,50S S'1~S3 

GnAND ToTAL,BRmSH 
PnOVINOBS AND NA.-

166,761 98~17.408 143,000 S'1.068 170,064 S'18 170.743 10,440 40,887 00,537 lI2l,1!68 

TlVB S'l'ATRIl. 

FOR THE WEEK ENDING THE 30TH MAROH, 1901 • 

N ...... . 
1 Onddapoh .. .. 8,733 1,312.072 - - - 661 861 - 9,006 2,006 9,668 

-
Total Madr61 .. 8.722 1.272,072 - - - 861 861 - 9,006 8.006 8.856 

-------- = 

-. 
1 AhmGdB.bo.d .. .. S,9<lD .'~712 ~1I9 - UI9 - 4,119 &e6 .,361 4,818 ~ 

a Kat", .. .. .. 1,609 871,689 8,:004 - 8,21)< - 8,21)< - lI<6 sls 8,468 

8 Panoh Mablllll t. .. 1,61~ 818.417 8,1)19 lOS 8.161 - 8,161 116 '~28 U44 7,2'6 

• B .... b .. .. .. I .... su,4IlO 769 - 769 - '/00 - ... ... 1,203 

~ SIU'II' .. ," .. 1,862 649.689 - - - - - - 821 221 221 

6 Shol&pur '0 .. .. 4,6<2 7llO.689 86,!I'l3 9,266 44.639 - 44,628 1.108 10,(lS'1 _ 11,145 66.m 
7 AhmedD8IlQl' .. .. 0 .... 888.766 4O.7U 6.483 47,198 - 47,100 - 12,6<7 12,6<7 69,'1·IS 

8 Poon. .. .. .. 50 .... 1.007,800 7,8156 9,.14 11:r.O - limo - 2,2Sa . ..". 14,l1O! 

• Iabourerw. OD \he J"obat-Alirajp1U' BoIwl. 
18688 3 Z 



530 STATISTICS. , 

FOR THE WEEK ENDING THE 80Ts lIIARCH, 1901 ___ liuUd. . 
Belief work .. I Gratuitous relief. 

I Num-
No. Name of Pl'O'Vince and A ...... P':f.-- beron Totn,lon OIWlD 

District. OD. 
W karoj Depend-

teo. works. Poor- Village TOTAL 
or, . BDta. To .... WorD. . houKeII or doles and ToloJ. 

I kitchens, other relief. 

Bombay-cont, Sq,MlIes. 

9 ][hD..deah .. .. 10,907 1.400,t!61 - - - - - 820 66S IIII!I 888 -
9,491, 10 NBBik .. .. .. 5,B4O 848.582 - 9,491 - 3,491 f8 200 2!8 9,"/B8 

U. Sa""" .. .. .. 4~87 1.225~S9 8.718 1 1,S1111 8,106 ' - 8.109 - 2.101 2,101 I - 111,310 

12 Bijopur .. " .. 5~ '/96~89 9,121, 1,244 , 9,!175 - 9,s'/5 !1,564 ~ 

~I 
19,748 

13 Belga,um •. .. .. 4.657 1~1lI,S91 - - - 419 418 - - 418 
! 

14 DhQ.1'!War .. .. 4~ l,I16I~14 878 - 876 - 876 - - , 
878 

To:te.l Bomba.y .. ,8S~14 12.196.m 119.200 , 22,S98 141,878 418 142.0B8 8,721 89,680 ~4011 185,497 
--,:;";;:=-:= 

, 
, 

I 
! , 

Omtral ProuIncu. ! 

I Bangor 4Jm 591.743 7 
i .. .. .. - - - - - - 7 7 

2' Balagba.t .• .. .. 3,138 383,S111 - - - - - 47 631 67~ 1178 

Toto.lpentmlProvinces 7.148 8761114 - - - - - 54 631 !lB.; Il!i6 

Total British Provinces '/lJ~ 14.443.923 119.200 22~ 141i171l U69 142.947 3.'176 48,Sl8 47tml r~;;ms 
I=-~ 

! 
Cenlra' Il1dla Statu. I 

I Indore .. .. .. 8.400 1.0B8.0B8 - - - - - 664 - ....1 664 

2 100 .... .. .. .. 606 117,680 - - - - - 28 9 "~ 3 Jobat .. .. .. 132 14,S98 3,l1l3' - 3,10S" - 3,10S' - - - 9,103 

Total Oentral India 9,138 1,SII1,680 3,103 - 3,103 - 9,103 892 9 7°il SIlO< -- '=== I 
1 
! 

j 
, 

I Hyderabad 11,597.040 - Figures not repOl ted. - - - .. ..: L-=_ .. .. 
1----
I 

1 Baroda .. .. .. 2.416.398 9.0B8 - 0.0B8 - 9.008 4,1)66 - '-066 14,063 
, -----
I --I 

I I I 

Bmll,b!lll Natl", SMtu. 

1 Kathiawar .. .. 29.669 2.762,404 17 - 17 - 17 218 492 620 63"1 

2 Pala.npur •• .. .. 7.776 646,62Ii - - - - - 61 81 112 112 

3 RewaKautha .. .. 4~ 7S3,6911 283 18 301 - 301 - 46 46 346 

4 Auodh .. .. .. «7 116,146 19 - 19 - 19 I. - 19 as 
6 J"o.mkba.ndt .. .. Ii66 102.162 1.0l68 ge5 2,823 - 2,623 3O'j .. 32 3S9 2.962 

6 loth .. .. . . 
J { 7l,44S 9,281 2,788 1J,0S9 - 9,089 .04 2B/ 681 9.799 

979 
20 16 16 S6 1 Daphlapur .. .. 9,943 20 - 20 - -

8 Kolbn.pur .. .. 2,146 706,26l IID7 - IID7 - 597 - 16 16 8lS 

9 Bamdura.· .. .. 169 98,181 117 19 136 - 136 - - - 136 

10 Sn.nglt .. .. .. l.oss 2.'18,945 l!66 206 1.000 - 1.000 - - - ljIOO 

11 Akalkot .. .. .. 4\18 76,774 228 - 228 - 228 - \18 \18 !126 
I 

12 Mudbol .. .. .. 361 61~16 1.'150 5 1.764 - 1,78-1 - I - - '1.7640 

13 Pbalto.n .. .. .. 397 68~ 1114 35 229 - 229 - 3 3 232 

TotAl Bomba.y Native 39.1148 5,662,879 12.038 4.036 16,08S ,- 18.06S 069 929 1~ 17~1 
s ...... 

Total Na.tive Su.tee .. 84,010 2O.741,S111 ll5,l29 4.036 20.164 - 29,164 6.748 9S8 6~ 96,848 
'1==-

GRAND TOTAL, BnIT- 103,86ll 96,191,124 144,419 26.423 170,842 1~9 17Ull 9,621 «,254 63.'T76 226,888 
J811 PnOVINOBSA.ND 
NATIVE STATES. 

• LaobourertQD the J'obat-.Al1raJpur.Boa.d. 



-sTATISTICS. 531 

FOR THE WEEK ENDING THE 27TH' APRIL, 1901 . 
.. -- .-- . ' 

BeUefworb. GratnitouB relief. 
Num .. 

No. Na.me of Province and A .... P';l'o':,.Ja.. herOD TotaloD Gu"" 
Dlatr1ot. 

work, Dopend-I, Toial 
teo. works. Poor- I Villa.. I TOTAL. 

works. hoW1811 or doles aDd Total - a.ts. 
kitch~ns. other teuet 

MadN8. Sq,MUes.l 

1 Oudda.pah .. .. 8,722 l,Z72,072 - - - 2,021 2.021 - S,0IfI S,0IfI 6,108 

Total Madraa .. 8,722 1.ll72m2 -- - - 2,021 J.03l - 9.0IfI 9.0IfI 6~08 

---= -- --. 
"1 Ahmedabad · .. .. .,949 921.712 19,807 - 1~ - 18,807 1,221 '.428 6,64" 1.,258 

J Kalra .. ' ., .. 1,8(19 1m,689 34,400 !rl2 34,722 - M.m -- 1,<09 1,409 98,131 

" Panoh Mnba.lIII •• .. ,1,81S 918,417 8 •• 08 98 .,QS7 - ..057 110 6.898. 8,008 16,94B 

• Broach .. .. , . 1,463 !I41"1lj) 092 - /lIl2 - 092 ~ 862 862 1,M4 

5 Sura. .. : .. .. 1.082 6oJ9,~ - - - - - - I.'" I .... l,OOO 

8 ShoIa,pur •• .. .. .,642 760,_ "213 8,128 49,401 - 49,401- 1,67' 11,262 12~24 83,226 , 
7 Ahmednarar ~ •• .. B,946 988,766 6S,B18 8."3 61,761 - 61.781 - 18,078 18.878 7M91 

8 Poona. .. , ' . .. 6,989 1,007.800 12.819 4,812 17,481 - 17.481 - 8,6S8 2,536 1.,987 

• K.bo.ndoah .. 
· 

.. 10 •• 07 1,400,851 - - - - - ass 3,824' 9,608 9,6" 

10 Naslk .. • .. .. 6,'" "',608 1,91. 164 2,103 ".88 ',5n 69 728 791 6,!82 

11 Sa"'", .. .. .. 4.987 1,225,989 8.430 I 1,291 ..667 - •• 687 - s,D08 s,D08 l2,649 

12 Bija.pur .. .. .. 6,868 79O,3S9 12M6 2,259 14,B16 - 14,816 1.791 2,072 ',8(19 19.884 

" Belp.um •• .. .. 4,657 1,018,261 - - - 1,071 1.D71 - 1~08 l,te8 6,l79 

14 Dharwl\r •. .. .. '.803 1,Dtil .. " I .... - 1 .... - l,99O - 60 60 1.449 -- -----------I Total Bombay 68.614 12~ ... m 188 .. 1148 - 214.626 9,869 218,166 6,001 65,924 80.526 278,490 
f 

.. .. ; - - . 
I 
I 

. 
Qmtml ProV,mru, 

I &Lugar I .. .. .' ',1)07 I 601.719 - I - - - - 5 - 5 6 

2 Bo.lairba.t •. · .. .. ~I~~ - I _ - - - 66 800 800 800 ,-1-· 
I Totool Central ~ro'\incetl 7.146 976,(114 

, 
80 800 800 800 - - . - - -

. -----'- ------
• iTO"" BrltiBh Provin, .. 711.482 14,«3.923 188.,'WM - 214.826 6,600 22O~80 6,081 OO~18 .. ;m 224.469 

==.......--= ---==== =, ' "". --=, ---== ----------
• 

j Ctmtmllndln 8tnt.es. 

8,0751 l.ooo,OUU - I - - - - 864 - 864 ... 1 . Indore.. .. ., I 

• Jaora. .. .. . . 800 llID.1JOO - - - - - f!/ - • f!/ 87 

• AmJhera. ,. .. .. 649 S7.1JOO 621 - 621 - 621 - - - 621 

4 .\IirnJpur .. .. 8." 60.'" 1 .... - 1,998 - I .... - - - 1~" 

• Jha.bua. .. .. .. 1,600 81,000 1,1169 - 1,1169 - 1,1169 - 6 6 1,1169 

• Joha.t .. .. .. 1!l2 •• 000 916 - 946 - 946 - -, - 946 

Tota.l Ceut.rallndia. 11.793 1.406.000 '.116 - '~16 - . '.116 'lSI 6 736 ',861 
S ...... = ---= 

• 
1 Hyderabad. .. .. aB,898 II,1191JKO 8P1I - 8P1I - 8,6117 10,199 - 10.799 I ..... 

= = 

. I - .. .. .. 8,228 9,'l6,908 1S,76ll - l8,'/62 - l2,762 6,428 - 6,428 1O,lIO 

------= == = 

Boti&b..'IJI NGltU/l $Mfa. 
• 

1 Kntbla.war • .. .. 110,660 9,762 .... - - - - - 1107 360 fiI17 fiI17 

2 PaJanpur .. .. .. 7.Tl6 646,6>6 - - - - - , . 81 f!/ f!/ 

• Rewa. E.anb .~ .. 4,911) - ~ - IlS3 - lI9lI - !8 !8 170 

• A.undh .. , . .. m 86,140 100 - 100 - 100 00 - 00 100 

• Ia.mkbandi .. .. 666 100.108 l,834 96f 9,'7S8 - 2,788 S22 " S69 1.187 

10566 a z. 



~TATISTlCS. 

FOR THE WEEK ENDING THE 27TH APRIL, 1901 ........ lva.,4. 

BeHelworb. Gmmttoua reUer. 
Num-

N .. Name of Province and A ..... p,:!:- ber on Total on GIL\ND 
Dlatriot. OD. Depend- .... work&. Poor- VU ..... ToTAl. Workers. a .... Tola!. work&. houlIe8 or doles and Tola!. 

kitche'D8. other relief. 
I 

BombaV Nallve Statu- Sq.l:Iiles. 
cont. 

e lath .. .. .. 
J { 71M3 10,904 6,l89 16,1)93 - 16,1)93 436 ~ 681 18,'7'1' 

97D 
7 Da.pbla.pur .. .. 8,943 86 - 86 - 86 - rn rn lSI 
8 Kolhapur .. .. 2,146 706,201 5M - 5M - 5114 - 9 8 Ii9Il 

9 Ramdure .. .. .. 100 38,181 186 10 175 - 175 - - - 175 

10 lWraj (Junior) •• .. 225 95,481 50 35 86 - 1!3 - 14 14 88 

~ SangH .. .. .. l.oaa 238,945 1,558 rns 2,451 - 2M1! - - - 2,481 

12 Akalkot •• .. .. 408 75.774 2S5 B 287 - 287 - 127 127 9&1 

18 Mudhol .. .. .. 801 81,815 I,lM 4 1,108 - 1,108 - - - 1.108 

14 Pha.lt&n •• .. .. S97 80,558 207 sa 289 - 289 - 4 4 243 

Total Bombay Na.tive 4U7S 6Ji98,8611 17.050 7.000 24,l57 - 24,157 eeo 9SB 1.928 lO.oso 
Statee. = . . 
Total Native Statea 88.000 

20_ 
48,522 7.000 60,62l - 60,881 17.D4l1 93Z l8,888 OOpm 

GRAND TOTAL, BSlTI8B 
PROVINCES AND NA-

108,872 95,400.785 281,886 SS,s82 286,247 5,Ii6O 'IIo,srn 28.000 60,164 83,183 S6-',D70 

TIVB STATllS. 

FOR THE WEEK ENDING THE 26TH MAY, 1901. 

Madra, 

1 Cudclapah .. .. 8,722 l.'I/2,f1/2 - - - 1,D5S I,8:;S - 3,061 3.061 ,6,904 

:3 North Arcol .. .. 7,8l8 2,180.481 - - - 181 101 - - - 181 

'1' __ •• 
18,558 3,452,659 - - - 1,114 2,ll4 - 9.061 3.061 5,186 

-

-.. 
1 Ahmedabad .. .. 3,tK9 m.m 2l,Sl4 - 3l.S14 - 21,SU 1.028 '8,317 7,84S 28,637 ., Kat .. .. .. .. 1,609 1I'7l,589 44.771 1,412 46,l8S - 46,l8S - 2,967 2.so7 48,550 ., Paaoh lIIabala •• .. 1,618 m9.417 11.928 188 l2,0M - 12.oso 81 4,522 4,&OS 1l1,6li9 

.f Broach .. .. .. 1,483 541,490 9'J2 - 1122 - 82lI - 816 816 1.7!18 

5 8urat .. .. .. l,G62 649.98It - - - - - - t.soa 1,895 1,396 

11 Sholapur" .. .. .. 4,84' 760.oso t5.f6a 10,149 86,601 - _1 1,854 11.086 12,840 68.IiU 

7 Ahmednapr .. .. 6,645 888,765 89.751 11.709 81,183 - 81.463 - 211,786 22,'/116 -8 POOD. .. .. .. 5,389 1.667.soo. 18,846 6,860 24.600 - 94.000 - 3,414 8,414 27.421 

9 KhB-udeah .. .. 10,90'1 1.460,631 220 - !28 41 'NI 161 5,396 6,846 5,813 

10 KlLlltk. .. .. .. 5,9ro 948,682 7,146 SOl! 7.446 - 7.446 81 I,OM 1,717 9,165 

11 Sa .... .. .. .. 4,897 1,2S6,II31J U48 97S 10,28l - IG,32l - S,s82 8,882 14,10! 

12 BUapur .. .. .. 5,688 7lI6,389 15,968 S,126 19,oos - 19.008 9,081 S,943 5,404 31.49'1 

IS Belgaum .. .. .. 4,86'1 l,OlS,2IIl - - - 056 650 - 2.009 2.029 2,879 

11 DhG-rwar .• .. .. 4.60S 1.651,814 1.11-'12 - 1,992 - 1,992 - 4 4 1,886 
. 

Total Bomb.,. .. 83,614 12,198.7l7 8<7.010 S3,4S9 :l8O.446 691 S91,lS9 6,254 69.001 74,266 355,39< 

Clutlrlll Provltwa. 

1 bUilOr .. .. .. 4.orn 691,748 - - - - - 6 - 6 6 

2 BalatIhal .. .. .. lI,lS9 68S,S81 - - - - - 58 559 8lJI 813 

~ Raipur .. .. .. 11,724 l,504,m - - - - - 1611 - 161 llil 

Total Oelltml Prov1lloea 198'10 2,866,501 - - - - - 210 500 769 789 --
Total Brltlllh Provla ... 98,62iI 18,208,8S'/ 347.010 S3,4lI9 2116.446 2,806 lIBS,850 6,484 72,611 79,8l5 861,328 



STATISTICS. 533 

poa THE WEEK ENDING THE 26TH MAY, 1901-o_ltuWI. 

Bellefworb Gratuitous reUer. 
Nmn-

N~ Name of Province aDd Ars. Po~ b8l' OD Total on GIWQ) 
DtatrlcL .... works. Poor- I VIII... I TOTA .... wor_1 De ... d-I Total. wora houee8or doles and Total.· ..... kitchens. ot.berrelief. 

CmInzl Indta 81a_ Sq.MI1 ... -
lIM 

, 
1 Iodore .. .. .. 8,0'75 1,009,000 - - - - - 11M - 11M 

I I .. ,.. .. .. .. 608 84,000 S4S 60 S06 - .06 82 - 8S S8'I 

• AmJhera. •• .. .. 8<9 87.000 870 - 870 - B70 - - - B70 , ADra.JpUl' •• .. .. 8S1 60.000 2,l89 - 2,188 - 2,l89 - - - 2,l89 

& 1baboa .. .. .. 1.000 81,000 1,&08 lIS 1~18 - 1~18 - 7 7 ~9SS 

8 Jobat; .. .. .. lSI 9.000 185 - 136 - 185 - - - lS5 

7 KukRI .. .. .. 1M 00.000 228 - 228 - 22B - - - 228 

Total OentralIDdJa. 11.86'7 1.sso,ooo 6,410 17' 6,649 - 6,84" '/l!8 7 738 8~ 
s ...... -

1 Byderabad .. .. 28,898 1l,6S7 .... 11,!'10 - 11,970 - 11,.'1'10 ...... - ...... ~13 

== -

1 Barod. .. .. .. 8,228 2,416,998 17.lH6 - 17.94.6 - 17.9<8 7.709 - 7.709 _9 

= 

Bombau Na"", SI4u.. 

1 Xathlawar .. .. 10,569 8.762,40:1 •• t82 It 4.m - 4.496 58'/ 89 878 6,171 

t Palaopur .. .. 7.Tl6 - ae - 28 - ae 14 81 76 101 

• Rewa ltaDtha •• .. "980 - ~"" 32 1.006 - 1,986 - 110 110 2,G'18 

• "ODdb .. .. .. 447 86.148 99 8 10'1 - 10'1 26 - 26 12'1 

6 lamkh&DcIi .. .. 666 102,l82 ~7811 448 2,l87 - 3,187 360 "" 88S 2,680 

8 lath .. .. .. I ! n44S 11,780 ·.Iift l6,B11 - l6,811 SID 866 1186 18,778 
8'/8 

7 Da.phlapur .. .. &,Me 2113 - 2113 - 2113 - S8 S8 ... 
• ][olho.pur .. .. 2,146 '/O6,26l 400 - 400 - '"' - 4 • DO' 

I Bamdur8' .. .. 188 98,l1Il 986 17 ass - 383 - - - ass 
10 l:DraJ (Jamor) •• .. 226 !&.487 lII8 74 280 ~ 280 - 14 14 21M 

11 Saullll .. .. .. 1.088 - a,1IOt 1109 a,eos - ',808 - - - MOO 
]]I A.loJJko' .. .. .. 4118 76,Tl4 586 2 58'/ - 58'/ - 161 161 7S8 

13 Kudbol .. .. .. 281 8l,8l6 1,709 , 1.70'1 - l,'1C1l - - - 1,70'1 

W Pbal ... .. .. .. !187 84,S8S ass 96 Ii68 - 268 - 12 12 2'10 

Total Bombay Ne.- 40,178 6,61J8,S88 28.tS8 6,714 92,010 - !Ill.OIO 1,281 1~76 a.46IJ ".400 ·Uve BtatoB.i . ----------- ----
Total Ne.t1ve Statal . ~ 89.064 26,9'/6.'182 81,DS'l M87 ...... - ...... l2,26S usa 19,486 80 .... 

---I~ ---
GRAND TOTAL, BRIT- 187$18 $9,184:,699 S08,09lI 811,926 947.fl1 S6O,232 17.717 7,,7M 9~10 ",u,m 

]S8 PROVlNOB9 AND 
NATIVB STATBS. 

FOR THE WEEK ENDING THE 29TH JUNE, 1901. 

Ifad"", 

I I Ouddapah .. .. 8,712 l,.'I'Ia,072 - - - 1,498 ~498 - '~16 2,ll6 '.6<1 

To"'_ .. 8,712 1,3l2,072 - - - 1,498 1.498 - s,u6 2,ll6 '.611 
== ---= = 

&-.,. 
l Ahmada.bo.cl .. .. 8,9<9 'IIl6,OM Ilfm - Ilfm - Ilfm 81M 8,8aS 9,n7 S3,82II 

11 KaIra .. .. .. MOO 716,796 <O~68 IBIS 42,8S4 - 42,8S4 - . 2,610 2,610 46,!1'1' 

• Pu\oh Mahala •• .. 1,6lS 281,2'10 10~1 88 1~ - lO~ 46 8,!1'1l S.D8 lf~oa , Brooch •• .. .. 1.488 "~4l!B 1,.78 - 1,478 - 1,4'18 - 77. TI' 11,281 

& Su,.., .. .. .. 1,888 6S8,888 - - - - - - a,m 2,Il' a,m 

• Sholapur .. .. t,642 726,072 fIIlJIl 16.464 '/S,l6S - '/S,l6S l,886 l2,9aII If,8S4 871tr/ 
7 Ab!DodDa ... .. .. 8,846 SYl.714 77.788 lS,IIIK 81,922 - .91,922 - 38,283 38,283 120,886 

8 1'00 .. .. .. .. 6,S88 896,07. iI!J1I'I 8,770 lI8,86l - 38,l1li1 - 'P/8 .P/8 S4,'" 



S'F:AT~ST~CS .. 

F~B THE 1Y]m1t BNDlNGTHE 29TIl.JUNB, 1901--.Ittd<d. 

'1-'~--
Beller works. Grahlltolll renet 

Num-
A .... P':f.Wa- beron TotaloD GRAN\) 

DIstrict. .... 
Workels. Depend- ..... works. Poor- Vill_~ ToT .... 

au ... To1oJ. works. bOU8eRor dolE\lland Total. 
kltchem. otherreli 

BJmbay-Co~t. Sq.lW.1ea. 

9 .Khs.neJ,eah .. .. 10.907 .1.442,018 2,100 - 2,100 - 2,l00 111 16,646 16,682 '17,688 
10 No.sik' .. .. .. 6,940 819P16 6,688 841 8,029 - 6P29 3!!6 6~18 5.eos 1l,688 

11 So.ta.rli .. .. .. 4.907 1,14.8,62l 10~ . 2,l56 12,640 - 12,640 - 8~ 8~ l8,II03 

12 BUa.pur .. .. .. 6,668 'lS6,04l 20,265 4,561 24,818 - 24,816 2P78 U78 6,156 9O.m 
13 Belgatlm .. .. .. 4.6B1 - 8,972 778 7,760 - 7,760 - 2,681 2,681 10,481 

14 Dbarwar .. .. 4.603 l'lW,426 894 - 894 - 894 - 68 68 783 

Total Bomba.r .. 63,814 11,605,935 282.110 45,662 S27.m - S27,972 6,974 1!8,056 103,929 431,801 
= -

Central Provlnctl. 

I Bo.la.gha.t .. .. !I,1S9 38S,9S1 - - - - - 00 283 92S 325 

2 Raiptir .. .. .. lUat 1_ - - - - - - 005 906 906 
. 

Total Central Provinces 14~ 1,687,768 - - - - - 60 1,168 1,228 1,228 . 
Total Briti8h P(ovinces 87,199 14,746,166 282.110 46,66lI S27,972 1,428 920,098 6,984 102,398 108,272 m.m -

Cnltral Illdia Staft" 

i Indore .. .. .. 8,075 1,()99,ooo - - - - - Il84 - Il84 684 

:I Jo.oro. .. .. .. 808 84,Il00 S46 !ill 404 - 404 '61 - 81 ~ 

3 Amjbem .. .. .. 849 111,Il00 - - - - - - - - _. 
4 AUra.jpur .. .. .. 831 60,Il00 S'/8 - S'/8 - S'/8 - - - 379 

5 Jha.bua .. " .. l,5OO 81,000 - - - - - - - - _. 
• Jobat .. .. .. 1lI2 9,000 ... - s2s - S2S - - .. - S2S 

1 Kuksi .. .. .. 184 00,000 142 - 142 - 142 - - - 142 

Toml Central lDdia. 11,957 ~,ooo 1,l83 !ill l,247 - 1,247 725 - 725 l.m 
8tD.teA. ,-=, ---,-=, . =, 

• 
1 Byderabnd .. .. 28,668 11,5!17.040 14,966 - 14,985 - 14,966 2,894 - 2,824 17,668 

--_. =-==1- ----==-:::= ---- =~ -----,=== 

I Baroda .. .. .. 8,226 2,416,!1OO 20.483 - 20.483 - 00.483 9,479 - 9.47\! 29,992 

---"" -
Bomba" Nati~ Statu. 

I Kathiawar .. .. OO.eos 2,'162.4Of. 8,944 a67 7,2l1 - 7,211 998 845 1,841 8,862 

2 Pnlaapur .. " .. 7,775 845,626 493 - 4S3 - 493 60 fi/ 117 560 , Rowa. Ko.ntha .. .. 4,980 7!1S,606 l,aoo - l,soo - l,soo - 108 108 1,408: 
., Mabl Kantha .. .. ',626 581,588 I 468 - 466 - 468 - - - 468 

6 Akalkot .. .. .. 41111 15.774 i 637 4 541 - 641 - 193 19S 734 

o Aundh .. .. .. 447 65,146 116 13 129 - 129 24 - 24 1S3 

7 IJhaltaD .. .. . . '9'/ 88,862 22S II 244 - 244 - IS 13 257 

8 Jo.mkhandi .. .. 566 103,162 1,849 490 8,439 - 2,439 :no SI 401 2,84~ 

9 Ja.th .. .. .. j f 
71,4411 10.769 4,142 14,901 - 14,901 "mS !ISS 1,066 1~1 

9'/9 
88 10 Daphlapur .. .. 8,'l43 444 - 444 - 444 - 89 5.~' 

11 Uil'aJ(Junlor) •. .. 226 96,487 401 176 rm - rm - 17 17 594 

12 Sangll .. .. . . 1,083 238,845 6,188 8,011 7,19'/ - 7,19'/ 22 - 22 7,219 

t:~ Kolhapur .. .. 2,146 706,251 678 4 082 - 082 - 4 4 688 

I·' lludhol .. .. .. 961 61,816 2,808 - 2,808 - 2,808 1,260 1,114 1!,024 5,980 

m llnmdul'l .. .. 188 96,181 1118 16 987 - ~ 987 - - - 987 

'fot&! Bombay Native 49.701 6,179.984 u,eo4 7.143 99.747 - 00.747 3,446 3,284 6.709 46,468 
Sla .... - = "" 
Total Native Satee 62,662 1Il,6111,3'/0 89,240 7,202 76,442 - 76,442 16,543 3,284 19,801 98,249 

G RAND TOTAL, BnmsH 
PUO\'INCES AND NA-

1'19,781 96,257,935 S61,S60 62,784 401.114 1,426 405,540 '¥l.477 106,802 126,(119 633,619 

TIVE HTAT&S. 

NOTB.-The ftrurea for the Native State of Ma.h1 Kautha ore for the week ending 16th lUDe.1901 . 
• Flam. Dot rece~ved. .. '. . ... . .. __. _. . . 



b'TATISTlCS. 535 

FOR THE WEEK ENDING THE 27TH JULY, 1901. 

Belief works. Gmtuitooa relief'. 
Num-

No. Name of Pro'riDce and ....... Popula-

W .. ker&ID:d_1 
,""OD TotaloD GRAND D ....... "OD. .... w .. ks. Poo~ 1 Vill... 1 TOTAL. 

To .... ........ b0UHe80r dole8 and To.,.. 
kit.chens. oiberrellef. 

I ! 
JIla ...... Sq,MlIes. 

Cuddapa.h .. .. 8,722 1,272,<11S - - - - - - -~ 2,963 
- ----

TotAl_ .. 8,722 l,278,072 - - - - - - !!,96S !!,96S !!,96S 
i=== 

&1I&barI. 

1 Abmod&bad .. .. S,9I9 790,094 17,; .. - 17,420 - 17.420 1.0118 16.ll8S 16.431 88,861 

2 itaim .. .. .. l.aoo 7l5,726 8,738 140 8,878 - 8,878 - ...... 2. .... 11,388 

.8 ...... MahalB .• .. l,81S "1,8'10 7.722 51 7.714 - 7.77' 1. MI0 6,429 lS,2OS , Broa.cb .. .. .. 1 ..... 291,428 2lS - 2lS - 2lS - 683 IIIB 898 

I Sural .. .. .. 1,66Z 836,66Z - - - - - - 1,668 l,IK 1,668 

~ Sholapur .. .. .. 4,612 720,876 82,71S 1M70 79,866 - 79.SI'6 2;029 16,028 17/Si ...... 
7 Abmedn ..... .. .. M46 8:.fI.774 77.491 l6,889 91.seo - 91.seo - 92,188 92,188 122.498 

a POOIIA .. .. .. 6.ll8S .... 07. 92,'00 7Jlll1l 29,384 - 29,384 - f,868 .,668 -9 KlmDdeah .. .. 10J1l1/ Uf2,018 1,800 - l.38O - ,,800 - - ..... ' 47.41 .. 

W """'k .. .. .. 6,940 810.&76 6,B:!9 162 •• 981 - 6,98l '429 6,1BI M66 13,667 

11 Sa""" .. .. .. f.fI/!/ 1,146,62l 12.916 2,414 16J!22 - 16,SSlI 407 l2,46O l2;B87 26,2l9 

12 Bljapur .. .. .. 6,668 7l!6,0fl 21,866 f,072 26,"" - 26,702 3,400 ',84l 7,246 ...... 
1. Be1raum .• .. .. 4,607 094.aoo 12.162 9.&74 16,726 - 16,726 - ..... ..... 19,962 

14 DharWar •• .. 00 4,8OS 1,lll!.42O 81 - 81 - 81 - 11 11 91 

Total Bombay 00 83,814 11_ 261,876 48,2Sl 8OOJOO - 8OOJOO 7,867 149.&78 166.930 467.086 

elmira! """"""'" 

1 BoIa!rbat .. .. 00 8,1lI9 SSS,8S1 - - - - - 82 31B .00 409 

• Ra,ipur .. .. 00 11.724 1.686,427 - - - - - - 'J62 8,168 s.f6B 

• Bi_oo .. 00 8,S41 1J84,l68 - - - - - -- '7 47 .7 _. 
Total Central ProviDCleB 2S.ID< 9.lS1,918 - - - - - 91 S,623 8,605 3,605 

Tot&) British PronD088 - l6,9OO.99S 261,876 46,3Sl .OOJOO - 800,100 7 .... 166,049 162.498 463,694 
. , 

(]mira, In4fo Slat-. 

I Indo .. .. .. 00 8,076 1.099.009 - - - - - ... - 864 ... 
:2 3&0'" .. .. ... 600 81,000 - - - - - 78 102 180 189 

8 AmJhera. .. .. .. 607 ",,000 1,817 - 1,817 - 1,817 - - - 1,817 

• A.liraJpur .. .. .. BSl 60,000 181 - 181 - 181 - - - 181 

6 Jhabua 00 .. 00 1iJf1 81,000 31m 66 8,09S - 8,OOS 104 - 104 2,l!I7 

• lobate .. .. .. 132 9,000 78 - 78 - 78 - - - 78 ., Kuklli 00 00 .. 164 110.009 140 - 1<9 - 149 - - - 1<8 

·8 RaUom 00 00 00 729 88.009 881 - 881 - 881 188 - 188 B62 

--
Total CentrallDdJa. ts.491 1 ..... 009 ...... 66 4,1l82 - 4,1l82 1.984 102 1,lB6 6,1lB 

States. 1= ---- ------
I Hydera.bad 00 00 - 11.6S7.040 6,1l82 - .. '" - 8, ... 2,841 - 1,811 8,993 

---- f=-

1 ; Bl\rodo. .. .. 00 8,226 2,41&..'\OO "" .. ' .. - "" .. , .. - "",381 9,97. - 9,974 "' .... 
, 

n JIII1~ll1 Na"" &akc. 

1 I Kll.~hlawar . " .. ...... 1,762 .... 4,271 19 .,384 - .,381 81S BS 8Il8 MOll 
, I Pl\ll\npur~. .. 00 7.776 - 1,617 - 1,617 - 1,6i7 I2B 66 181 1.701 

!I I Rewa Kantha. .• .. ',869 "...... 976 - 976 - 976 - sa sa 1.081 

'I M,",I KaD .... 
00 00 8,628 681,668 llIill - llIill - 253 - - -1811 

... 
5 .\lwJko' .. .. 00 ... 76,77 • 467 4 491 - 491 - 181 6'12 

I 
NOTB.-The .IIpreI tor &he Na'1ft S.te 01 lIaht KuDla .... fOl' the week endiq 30lh July.lool. 



536 STATISTIC'S. 

FOR THE WEEK ENDiNG THE 27TH JULY, 1901~.Ml"fidIJ. 

I Belief works. Gratuitoua reHef. 

I 
Num_ 

N •• Name of Province aDd Area. Populo,- beron Total on GUNU Disi;rict. tiOD. Depend-
teo, works. Poor-

VIII .... I ToTAL. 
I Worken. "",". TotaL 'Works. bOWl88or doles aDd TolaL 
I kitchen&. other relter. 

Bombav Nat'w Statu- Sq. Mil ... ! I 
OOD~ 

6 Auudh .. .. .. 447 86,148 6S 6 66 - 66 26 - 26 96 
7 Phalto.n , •. .. .. '111 66,383 216 17 2M - 238 - 16 16 949 
8 Jamkbandi .. .. 666 102,182 2,227 660 2.7111 - 2.787 S67 82 l!89 B,178 
9 Jo.th .. .. .. l I 71.448 10,052 8.917 13,969 - 19,969 726 S69 1,<196 16.06i Ir79 

10 Daphlo.pur .. .. 8,!l4S 488 - 488 - 488 - 96 96 6M 
11 MtmJ (J'unlor) •• .. 226 36,487 666 298 964 - 964 - 19 19 078 
12 Sanall .. .. . . 1,088 238,946 6,61l9 2,1i66 8,264 - 8,264 47 - 47 s.su 
13 Kolh&ptu' .. .. 2,146 700,26l 1,226 4 1,230 - l.,28O - 2 2 1,2311 
14 Mudhol ., .. .. 361 61,816 1,864 - 1,864· - 1,864 1.000 17'7 1;lZ1 9,1l11l 
16 Ramdurg .. .. .. 166 36,l8l 414 116 440 - 440 - - - 440 

Total Bombay Native 49.701 6.179,834 30,997 7,4ao 111,817 - rT,817 9.149 1,117 4,266 42.1l81 s ..... 

I Myaore .. .. .. 27,836 6,698,489 2,899 - 2,899 - 2,899 - - - , 2,889 

- --. 

Total Na.tive States tao,892 27 ,!s.'.B62 66,4l8 7,476 78,894 - 79,894 16,898 1,219 18,2l7 92,111 

GRANDTOTAL,BRlTISB 
I>JtOVINCES AND NA-

216,692 43.049,176 818,299 /iIi.7m 374,000 - rT<.OOO 24.487 167,266 181.706 61i1i.7116 

TIVE STATBS. 

FOR THE WEEK ENDING THE 31ST AUGUST, 1901. -. 
I Ahmedabad .. .. 3,949 796,()84 a.m - 2.m - a.7rT 668 17,978 16,()84 20.781 

2 Kalm .. .. .. 1,969 716,'/26 - - - - - - IlO6 006 IlO6 
s Panch Mahals .. .. l,8lS 1161,870 4,266 S6 4,S02 - 4,B01l - 6,642 6,842 10~ 

4 Broach .. .. . . 1.468 aJl,428 - - - - - - 26S 26S 26S 

6 Sholapur .. .. .. 4,642 720,878 46,266 11.464 66.760 - 66,760 l,22O 16,298 17.488 74,296 

6 Ahmednagar .. .. 0,846 8!f/.7'74 S1,2OO 14,663 95.788 - 96.788 - 26~11 1!6,311 122,1J74 

7 POGD&. .. .. .. 6."eo 996,1J74 16,411 6,946 22,366 - 22,S66 - 3,1lO6 8,906 26,1!6l 

8 Khonde8h .. .. 10,897 1,442,018 1.661 - l,65l - 1,861 - 18,158 18,158 17,804 

9 Nasik .. .. .. 6,840 8l9pn; 6,209 188 8,997 - 8,997 666 6,399 6,964 l2,S6l 

10 Samra .. .. .. 4.8!f/ 1,148,82l 12,196 2,894 14.629 - 14.629 m 10,876 11,3l2 II6,84l 

11 BlJapur .. .. .. 6,8116 736,O4l _1 4,726 81,078 - Sl,lJ70 S,8S6 4,ll4 7,849 S1I,026 

12 Bolp.um. •. .. .. 4,867 1194,209 18,fi1!:! 6,082 19,894 - 19.664 - 6,849 6,848 26,013 

19 Dharwar .. .. .. 4,80S 1,113.426 287 - 287 - 287 - 12 12 279 

r---
Total Bombay .. 81,862 10,888,7BS 210,()116 46,897 2M.482 - 2M.492 8.729 lIS,174 119,897 !176,3811 

-

Ctntral Promft4lU. 

1 BaJ8Q'bat •• .. .. 9,1S9 SSS,991 - - - - - 69 - 69 69 

2 Batpur .. .. .. 11.724 1,884.4l!I - - - - - - 2,918 2,918 2,918 

! Bl1Bspur .. .. .. 8,34l 1~64,I68 - - - - - - 47 47 47 

Tot.a.l Centro.l Provinces 29,204 8.191~10 - - - - - 69 3,966 4,024 4.024 

Total BrtUBh Provinces 86)66 \4,000,640 210.096 45,897 256,493 - 256,482 0.782 117)89 128,92l m.41S 
- == 

Central India Statu. 

1 Indore 8.076 1,009,000 - - - - - 684 - 684 684 .. .. .. 
2 J .. ", 600 801,000 - - - - - 68 184 942 24lI .. .. . . 
8 AmJhero. •• .. .. ern S'I.OOO 2,877 - 2,877 - 2,277 - - - a;m , Alira'",ur 891 110,000 420 - 420 - 420 - - - 420 .. .. 

. 



STATISTICS. 531 

FOR THE WEEK ENDING THE 31sT AUGUST, 1901-ooocltllkcl. 

Belief works. Gratuitous reliet 
Num-

No. Name of Province a.od Are&. P':f,- beroD Total on GRAND 
Dilitrict.. OD. .... works. Poo,. ~ vump I TOTAL 

Wo,ken. DepeDd./ T01aL work&. ~~US880 40188 SoDd T01aL ..... kit.ohellB, ot.b.er relief.. 

OmtraJ IndlG 8IaUI- Sq.Mt.lea. 
OOD~ 

• Jbabua 1.287 81,000 I 1,480 .. .. .. - 1,400 - l.460 - - - 1,480 

6 lobat .. .. .. 132 9,000 89 - 89 - 89 - - - 89 

7 Kuk8I .. .. .. I .. 00,000 69 - 89 - 89 - - - 89 

8 B&tlam .. .. .. 729 88,000 - - - - - 180 - 180 180 

Total Centra.llDdia. 12.491 I 1,46S,OOO a ...... ',i1S6 - 4,i1S6 - ',8S6 !lOB I .. 1,086 . 6,421 

I Hyderabaci .. .. 
• 

I Baroda . .. .. .. 

BomOOt' NoliN SItJU., 

1 Kothlawar .. .. 
2 Pal&Dpur .. .. .. 
• BewaKantha " .. 
• Aknlkot .• .. .. 
• AUDdh .. .. ., 
• PhBltan .. .. . . 
7 Ja.mkha.ndi .. .. 
8 l.th .. .. .. 
• Dnthlo.pur .. .. 
I' Mirllj (Junior) I, .. 
11 SangH .. .. .. 
Ul I Kolha,pur .. .. 
IS ~udbol •• _ .. .. 
14 Ramdul'l .. .. .. 

'row Bombay Na.tive 
Stat-. 

I M)'80re .. .. .. 
Total Na.tlve Smtea 

OnANDToTAL, BRITISB 
PROVINCES AND NA-
'I'IVB STA'1'B& 

u. Iddapah' 

llDgleput 
• 01 
!l No rth Aroot 

• An 
I\nto.pur 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 
Total Mad1'88 

BQmOOi'. 

1 .\1 lmeda.bad~ .. 
.\ .... 

• K, 
.. .. 

• Po 
neb Mahals •• 

• 8, 
oaqh .. .. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

. . 

• = ---= 

28,6118 11,687 ,()40 4,666 - 4,6118 - 4.eoo 1,8.'!II - 1,8.'!11 
f=o = -

, 
8,228 a,ill"", 17.110 - 17.710 - It.no 8/110 - 8,970 

= - == = 

9O.5IWI ' 2,762.4<K 9,m 29 8,801 - 8,801 1,9Ol 88 1;m1 

7.m . 6<8,628 - - - - - 117 66 172 

4,666 798,506 71l! - 709 - 70S - 102 lOll 

408 16,714 616 9 624 - 624 - 21. al. . 
447 86,l46 44 6 46 - .. 27 - 27 

997 86,388 \ 240 I. 266 - ... - 18 18 

666 10II~62 a,lltl9 ... 8,913 - 9,913 981 .a 423 

J ! 71,448 6,901 a,m 9.672 - .,872 888 S87 1,098 
970 

8,849 ... - ... - . .. - 111. 111 

226 96.487 1M 2S7 10041 - 1,041 - 18 18 

1,D8S 286,". 6,477 a,408 8,883 - 8,883 a18 - al8 

aJ'. 70.,261 600 • 604 - 604 - a 2 

981 81~16 2,849 - 2,84S - 2,84S 1.008 180 1JS8 

189 S8~'1 487 4B .10 - 610 - - -
(OJ79 .,698 .... 28,070 6,613 92.662 - 92.662 8,818 U7S 4,7811 

- ---= ---
27,996 6,698,462 - - - - - - - -- ------= = 

117.464 28 .... ,2111 62,780 8,619 OO,)l93 - OO,)l93 1.,927 1,267 16,86< 

902,890 40,662,99.'1 262~ 61~IO 914.785 - 814.786 22J09 118,496 I(o~ 

I 

FOR THE WEEK ENDING THE 28TH SEPTEMBER, 1901. 

8,732 1,291,903 - - - - - 1~19 - 1,IU9 

2~ 1,lIl2,792 - - - - - 2S8 - 2S8 

7.616 • ,3Il8,. ... 1 - - - - - 97 • - 97. 

6)176 7118,111l6 - - - - - 2IJ7 - 2IJ7 

.... 66 6.601.912 - - - - - s.m - 2,m 
----~== ----------------- == 

8,04' 7IlIi.09' 786 - 786 - 780 691 ',866 6,190 

1,800 716.~ - - - - - - 221 2.'11 

1~19 i6l,trl0 4.:Ill - 4,88) - 4,2BO - 1!,3711 1!,3711 

1,46.' 291,428 - - - - - - .. " I • I 
. • FiR'ures not repol1t'd. 

NOTB.-The 1lgures tor the N~t1vo States of Pho.1UUl and Kolbapur are for tbe week. encting 91th AuguIIl.l9JL 
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1i38 STATISTICs.. 

FOR THE WEEK EliDING THE 28TH SEPTEMBER. 19'1l_~""IVtle'" 

Beliefworlm. I 
OratuUo11S rellel. I 

Num- ------Name of Pro'rince and Popula.- beroD Total on - . -
No. A ..... ORAND District. tion. Depend- .... works. Pcor- Village TOT.I.I. Work .... To1aI. 'Works. hOllsM or dolcsQnd Total. an ... kitehenli. other relief. 

_-COD" Sq. Miles. 

5 Sholapur .. .. .. 4Ji42 720,878 57.180 8,2;11 4lI,l191 - 49,l19l 8M 15,tl84 15.m 80,828 
6 AhmedDagar .. .. 6,846 6S7.774 72,975 l2,729 86.80S - - - 23,898 23,898 109,698 

7 PoollQ. .. .. .. 5,969 906.074 12,600 4,582' 17~82 - 17.182 - 6.098 6,098 22,280 

8 Naslk .. .. .. 5.940 819,676 6,899 176 6.8/4 - 6,874 6<0 2,tl84 2.7Ot 8P1S 
9 Balara .. .. .. 4~B7 U46,62l 7P81 1,908 8,869 - 8,888 lI04 8,362 6,880 16,629 

10 Bija.pur .. .. .. 6,989 '196,041 28,340 6,32l 1I3,l191 - - 4~18 4,78!I 9.IS1 -II Belgaudl .. .. .. 41!l!/ 994,209 l2,268 2,762 16,01S - 19,oIS - 8,SU 8,MI 22,8fi 
12 Dharwa.r .. 4,969 1~1S,428 - - - - - - 19 

~ Total Bombay .. 61,Q46 9.428.715 l88,869 88,100 m.769 - 2J6,763 8,746 70.878 77ffM 293f17 
i==' -

Central Prodncu. 
. I 

i 
1 BaJa.gha.t .. .. .. 3~90 989,381 - - - - - '6 - 46 ' 46 

TotOoI Oentral Proviaces 8,l9O 9B9,l19l - - - - - 46 -

~ 
46 

I Tota.l British ProviD~ 78,890 16,411.968 l88,869 3S,JOO m.763 - 216,763 9,528 70.878 -
Central India Statt,. , 

i 
1 Indore .. .. .. 8,(1/6 1,099,000 - - - - - 684 - 884 884 

2 Jaom .. .. .. 808 84,000 - - - - - 82 118 208 208 

3 Ratlam .. .. .. '/29 88,000 - - - - - 146 - 146 146 

Tot.aJ Central India 9.410 1,288.000 - - - - - 871 148 1,017 J,ol7 
Sta .... .. - - , 

• 
I I Hyderabad .. .. 28,989 ll,697,040 2,899 - 2,889 - 2,899 1,1117 - 1,!1I7~8 

I Baroda. .. .. .. 8,228 2,416~98 19,698 - 19,698 - 19,698 9,028 - 9,02!1 I 28,669 
- ~ I 

t 

Bombay Natlt'e Statu, so) I Xatbiawnr ... .. 2,762.404 2,&JI - 2,&JI - 2~ 1,213 89 ~282 4)29 

2 PoJanpur .. .. .. 7.7'16 846,1i28 - - - - - 111 66 188 188 

3 Rewa. Kantha •. .. ',980 798,608 . 480 - 460 - 480 - 107 107 887 , A'ko.lkot •. .. .. 488 75,774 160 - u;o - 160 - 19< 19< 344 

.G Aundb .. .. .. 447 86,l48 68 8 82 - 82 26 - 28 98 

6 Phaltan .. .. .. 397 88,983 ll24 16 340 - 240 - 12 12 262 

7 Ja,mkbandi .. .. 666 102,182 2,697 1,1i28 19,927 - 3,927 S68 49 401 4,1i28 

8 Jaih .. .. .. } 979 if 7l,44.tI 4.717 2~15 8,762 - 8,'/32 676 386 961 7,l19S 

9 Daphlo.pur .. .. 8,M9 488 - 486 - 488 - lIS '113 Bill 

10 lfiraJ (Junior) .. .. 226 96,487 428 196 82S - 1123 - 17 17 840 

II Bn.niJlI .. .. .. 1,083 238,946 6 .. ~18 2,928 8.641 - 8.641 - - - 8,641 

12 Kolh9.pur 2,116 70li.,251 12'1 - 12'1 - 127 - I - - l2'/ .. .. 
19 MudllOl .. .. .. 001 81,816 2~78 - 2,178 - 2,178 1,001 181 1~62 :l~ 

14 Ram1lurg.,. .. .. 180 98,181 908 4 SIO - SIO - - - 310 

Total Bombay Nil- 40,179 6,l198,388 20,388 • 6,894 28,757 - 28,757 3,286 1,156 4,441 S~I98 
tive Statel. -

Total NaU ... e Stater •. 86,607 20,818,802 48,098 6,894 48,962 - 48,932 14,268 1.902 16,61;8 84,460 
--

GRAND 'tOTAL. BlU'l\o 
IMU PnOVtN(lE8 A 1m 

185,148 98,228,780 228,691 98,994 264,686 - 264,685 98,7&1 72,180 96,884 soo.649 

NATIVB STArES. • 
W01'S -The fiaurel for the Native State of ltolho.pur are for the week endiDa Slit September, 1901. 



No. Name of ProviDOe &Dd. 
DIArI ... 

Mad ..... 

I Oudda.pab 

2 North Aroot .. 

S AlJantaP1ll' 

,8TAl'UI'rICS. 539 

FOR THE WEEK ENDING THE 28TS:, OCTOBER, 1901. 

8q.Jdiles. 

8.722 

7,616 
6:J75 

Gratuitous rellar. 

p~ I--..... --,.---i~~ T .... .,.1---.-,---.,---1 GIWII> workmLID~en ... d" Total. ;:::.. worn h!:or d!l!::'::d TotaL TOTAL. 
kik)hens. oUier relieL 

1,2II1,IlOlI 
2,:Il8,!l91 

788,896 

I I 
1~15 1~15 8271 

70 

S2 

827 
70 

S2 

1,6<3 

70 .. 
i Total Madras •• •• SI"" ',289~06 - - - ~15 1~16 7SII - 729 2 .... 

1==4===1===01====1===1='[==1===1===1==== = ., 

1 Ahmedabad 

2 Kalro. 

S Panch 1t1a.ha.ls o. 

4 Sholapur.. ., 

S Ahmedna.gar •• 

8 POOD& 

7 Naeik 

9 BHapur •• 

10 Bolgaum., 

11 Dharwar .. 

, 
8,949 

I .... 

1,813 

.,&12 

6,045 

7Il~'" 

n5,725 

261,870 

700,978 

837.774 

1lIl5,D7' 

- I. -

5;1611 

1.7'"1 
17 .... 

1 16,688 
S,ooa i 

.m ..... 
1,307 

1,7'"1 
26,793 

20 .... 

5,()(I; 

6,045 819,i115 1 .... 1 I 2S8 MI. 

.~ 1,146,521 8981 75 "31-
5,868 736,041 17.001 3,449 2O..J70·-

1,740 

\ 2O,'i83 

~ 00,032 

5 .... 

I 1,619 

\ 74S 

~ao.470 
~o.ns 

•32 1 

306 

106 

'.010 

2,52l 

298 

S2 

10,756 

18,D79 

',2119 

M. . .... 
3,914 

• 

8,084 

298 

S2 

1l,l88 
18,D79 

...... 
306 

766 
8,641 

3,914 

• 

8,084 

SS6 

I,m 
81,D71 

S9.011 

8,211 

I,"", • 

1,498-

al,Ul 

1<.037 

• 
Total Bombay 

4,6571 ""',2119 8,497 I MI6 10.1lS I -
4,ilOS 1,118,426 - I - ! - I -.. _'~ I~~:m ~194 i~3-80-,500-·!----I-80'-,006-_'I--5-, ... -I--44-.... -I'-50-"'-7 ,j-_--'-so-~-

---~=-I---I -
OmIml PTDmnm. I I 

1 BllmKhat .... "I~~~~!-=_ _ _ .l. 28 28 28 

TotalOeDtralProvinces =.8,180 =~.ss1 -: 1._ - _=-_ =-=I===~==f,_==28=II==-==I'=,,==_=28=J~' ==28= 

Total Britiab Provinces _. 7<1,3.'14 J_:~,807,8(MJ, 1_~1941 13,311 tl,506 1,9151 82,420 6,179 44,926 61,104 133,524 

'I --1---1---~='==11'==1===\ ~==I===i===i'= 

I I In:':' ~~ .. ~~''''"I ~0751 1,0II9,000! _ I _ _ _ _ ... - 66416 .. 
3 J80m •• •• •• j 800 I 84,000 - j - - - - 61 17 88 i 68 

• a"tI.m.. •• "~_~.ooo - I - - - ~ __ 44II,_-__ , ___ "_1 .1 

TotalOsDtralIndJn MI0 1:300.000 - '"- - 759 17 7'i6 !--:;;-

R"O~ s~~" "1~:~1!,22:,":111== ==~:"=1=5=1=I\lO==J_'IC=:=1=7=,II22:='=I'= ====-==:~'==,=1'7=,II229'-====-=l- =-=:=-==7,1122==~ .,66IJ , ~ 1=:1 37~7< 
1- i 

I ,BolJ&bali Na"~ S~. 
1 1 Kn.th1awtloZ' •• •• 

2 ! Pala.npur.. •• ., , 
8 Rewa Kautba. •• 

II Akalkot o. 

r; Auadh .to 

8 PbaltaD •• 

7 JamkhaDdi 

8 lath 
." 

9 Do.phlapur .. 

10 "'Ira! (1un1or) " 

II ..... U " '. 
111 Mudhol •• 

:: I 

2O,66IJ 

7,776 . ..... 
.98 

447 
S97 

665 

97. ! 
Z!5 

I, ..... 

861 

2,762.404 

1145 .... 

7S.!I,506 

75,77' 
86..146 

68,S98 

109,162 

71,44..1\ ..... 
85,<81 

888,945 

61.815 

7.w 
1~29 

U7 

137 

47 .. 
1,567 

1.167 

46 .. 
9,588 

I!Il7 

s 

254 

517 

16 
~167 

7~18 -

I~ -

141 

m 
50 .. ,-

1,92l -

1,684 -

46 -
66 

7,lIS 

1,128' 

147 

137 

50 

1,692 

178 

26 

\lO -
I~I S26 

1,894 III 
\ 

46 -

·os 
60 

109 

laO 

42 

>150 

7 

6 

1,766 
23S 

109 

120 .. 
370 

461 

7 

6 

8,588 

l,sol 

256 

2"7 

76 .. 
2",,1 

2,1<16 

53 

61 

~: = ":'.: :: :1:: 
TotaJ!~~ N,... ~ '611BJ 4,866.8M lMlB 2.06'1 17,119 - ~IUI9 ~ IJ15=I_~ :n.m 

---- _ .... _ _ _1- - '- 'Wj - -
GRA,.;,TorAL,nRlTISBI=1S9=, .... =I=lIiI,s.t6,==I='"9'=I=OO'=078=I==l6,368==l==1l= ... =440=1~ 117,361 == 48,0671 65,698 162,917 

PnOV'INCBSAND NA-
TlVIi: STA1'BS. 

10566 • A ~ 



540 STATISTICS. 

FOR THE WEEK ENDING THE 30TH NOVEMBER, 1901. 

BeHel works. Gratuitoua relief. 
Num· 

liD. Name of Province ud Area. P':f.uJa.- beron 'fotalon ORAND 
Dl.otrIot. OD. Depend. test works. Poor- VU""", TOTAIto 

Workers. Toial. work&. hOU8e80 doles and Toial. aDIs. kitcheDL othOl'relief. 

- -

ACadrat. Sq.IWI ... 

1 Ouddapah .. .. 8.722 l,291,1lO9 - - - 1,62< 1,62< 602 - 60Il 2,028 

Total :Madraa •• 8,722 1,291,1lO9 - - - 1,62< 1,62< 602 - 60Il 2,0211 

-

110 ....... 

1 Ahmedabad .. .. 9,949 796.004 486 - 486 - 486 1,039 3.499 4,478 ',96lI 

2 Ka.I .... .. .. .. 1,1109 716.726 444 - 444 - ... - 1109 1109 fW/ , Panch Mahala .. .. I,BlS 261,1110 5,160 - 5,160 - 6~60 - sa S8 6~98 

4 Shola.pnr ,. .. .. ',642 720.978 8,734 - 9,731 - 3.784 - 762 762 4.496 

~ AhmednAKBl i •• .. 8,946 81f7,714 4,613 fiB/ 6~70 - 6~70 - 7,816 7,616 12,7136 

~ BUapur .. .. . . 6,888 736,94l 8,818 1,601l 8,290 - 8,290 Tl9 8,268 81m 11,417 
-7 Belgaum .. .. .. 4,667 994,299 86S 214 1,061 - 1.06'1 - 1,SS1 1,831 2.'l98 

8 Dha.rwar •• .. .. 4,1109 1,118.426 - - - - - - 14 14 14 

,g ThaI' Bnd ParJmr .. 12.'129 984~88 - - - - - 29 - 29 29 

-----I 24.440 • Total Bomba.y .. 46,016 6,688,286 22~11/ 2,!13S 24,440 1,947 16,660 17P1/ U,947 

-
Total British Provinces 64.'/3'1 7,!13O.188 22;11/ 2,!13S 24,440 1,62< 26,004 2,949 16,660 18,()09 '3,978 

- -
• 

. 
Clntrollndla Statu. • 

1 lodore 8,(l76 1,()99.ooo - - - - . - 'e&I - 884 884 .. .. .. 
J laorir. .. .. '" 8IJ6 84.000 - - - .- - 40 IS 68 68 

~ lIauam .. .. . . 729 ss.OOO 20 - ao - ao 178 - 178 1 .. 

Total Central IndIa 9,410 l_ ao - 20 - ao 880 13 1198 913 
S ...... 

. 
1 Bar_ .. .. . . 8,226 2,416,S96 lU17 - 17~7 - 17.117 10,061 - 10,061 27.18t 

. 
BtmlbG" NdlfOe Statt .. 

1 KatbJa.wIU .. .. 20.669 2._ 7,616 2S8 7.768 - 7.768 1,S28 78 1.40' 9,1B7 

-2 PIlian-pur .. .. 7.m 845,628 4,629 - 4,629 - ,,629 461 84 626 ~;'8 

8 Rewa. Kantha. .. .. 4,!13O 783,660 1,620 - l,628 - 1,620 - 68 68 1,679 

4 Auudh .. .. .. "7 66.146 26 - 29 - 2Il :M - • 24 88 

-6 Jamkhandl .. .. 666 102,l62 991 88 1,669 - 1,669 289 18 807 1,31l1! 

e Daphla.pur .. .. 979 8,34S -1(1 - -1(1 - -1(1 - 7 7 68 

7 MiraJ (JuDior) .. .. 286 36,487 12 - III - 12 - - - 12 

11 SougU .. .. .. 1,1&'1 2S8,946 491 241 7SS - 7SS 6'1 - 6'1 799 

'9 Mudhol .. .. . . S8l 61,816 , T/8 - 778 - T/8 800 168 788 1,532 

Total BombaJ' Na.tive 
S ...... 

89,004 4,948,834 111,005 647 18,660 -- 18,660 2.788 874 S~4S 19,1lO9 

Toto.! Na.tive Statel 64.800 8,.'124.780 ~'.140 647 SS.887 - &\887 13,716 S8'1 14,108 47.790 

- -----
GRAND ToTAL. BRIT-

ISH PaOVINOll8 AND 
100,837 18.164.918 66,at7 2,!13O 88,l2'7 1,62< 69,861 18,066 19,047 S2~ 91.788 

NATIVB BrAT'" 

• 



STATISTICS. 541 

FOR THE WEEK ENDING THE 28TH DEOEMBER, 1901 • 
. -

N ..... r Pt ...... ODd I ........ Belle! works. Gratll1toUII relieL 
Num-

NO; P,:!:ola- berOD Total on GRAND 

Il ....... ~ I • o. .... works. P •• r- I Viii... I Tor.u.. 
work .... / nepe.d-/ T ..... work& hOU8e9 or doles and To .... 

anti,. . kitchens. other reUeL 

Madma. Sq.Milea. 
. 

~ 1 Ouddapab .. .. 8.733 1,291,908 - - - 937 937 ... 1,36l 

T ..... lIadrao .. 8.122 1,291,908 - - - 937 937 .2< - ... 1,36l 

- - -
Bomba ... 

I Ah ......... .. .. ..... 11l6,O9< lS,24l 1,<l32 1.,ll1S - 14,27. I ..... 8J'" 1.'98 21.189 

I Kal .. .. .. .. 1,809 11S,1J16 8,463 - 8.«<1 - 8.«<1 - 1,220 1,220 1,1lBS 

• PBnch MnbaJa •• .. 1,8111 261,270 27,00' - 27 .... - 27.099 - 10 70 ZI~63 

• Broach .. .. .. 1.«<1 291,428 1,224 - 1,224 - 1,224 - - - 1,224 

I Sholapur .. .. .,612 126,918 1,54l - 1,54l - 1,54l - 040 040 ..4ft 

• A.hmedD~r .. .. 8,845 837.114 3,825 4J1I "'83 - '.083 - 1,ll1S 1,279 10,88l 

1 B:U~pur ., .. .. 6,888 186,D41 8,761 1,498 8 .... - 8,258 24lI 1.431 I/f/' 9,1lS8 

8 Dbarwar .. .. ',808 1,119,428 - - - - - - 5 & 5 

t Thar Bod Pa.rka.r .. 13.729 S84J68 - - - - - 169 8 183 lea 
-

Total Bombay .. 4l!,82l &,886,&04 68,948 ',827 61,996 - • 81,93S 1,766 17.(18(1 18 .... 98.781 

= = 1=, 

P'mJab. 

1 HI ..... .. .. .. 6,2l1 181,&1& - - - aae 826 83 ... 13 2,27' >.100 

Total PUDjab .. 6,2l1 781,&1& - - - S26 S26 83 2~12 2,27. 2,'100 

= = - = 
Total BrltUh PrO'riDoea &6,760 1,9fJ8,<l32 68,948 2,681 81,93S 1,258 83,\88 ',258 19,809 .1 ..... 84,882 

• _ ...... 8_.-
I Harwar .0 .. .. 94,9611 1,93S,909 1,291 - 1,22l - ' '1,291 Ifi6 ..., 1&& 1,278 

-
Total BajPUtaDa S .. tea 84, .... 1.910.1109 1,22l - 1,22l - 1,22l Ifi6 - 1&& 1,918 

- ==, = == 

A.""'" 1Iulla Sr. .... 

1 'aora .. .. .. 806 84.000 - - - - - .. - 49 .. 
2 Ratlam .. .. .. 7al BS.1lOO 2lI8 - 228 - lI28 4l! - 4l! 270 

Total Oeutm1lndla 1,886 161.000 228 - 228 - lI28 91 - 91 91. ....... - == 
i 

1 Baroda. .. .. . . 8,228 2,41&,908 80,258 - 80 .... - 80 .... 11,1&& - 11~&& 81,S'1l 

== - = ==;= -= == = - -
, BomOOli Nath» StoIa. 

1 Kntbla.war .. .. 80,&&9 2,'/1I2.«K 8,220 419 8,'/S9 - 8.199 1,27. 229 1,808 10,343 , PalanPlf .. .. 7.771) 84&,628 1.404 - 1.«K - 1.'" 821 84 68& 8,089 

8 Bewa Xantha .. .. ...~ - 1,B11 - 1,8'/1 - 1.8'/1 - 83 83 1.738 

• 1.-dj, .. .. &&8 10!,)83 m && 461 - 461 389 11 288 168 

~ Daphlapur .. .. m B,34lI lIB - 26 - lIB - - - 26 

4 UIroj (luni.r) .. .. 926 SII.4J1I 18 - 18 - 18 - - - 18 , SaqU .. .. .. I,OBS 3S8,946 498 a&8 ooa - 8IIIl 11 - 11 78S 

8 Kudhol .• .. .. S81 81,815 615 - &16 - 616 - - - 615 

Total Bombay Nali1ve 
8&&_, ; 

SII~11 t,&18,188 18,801 no IP,&SlI - ID,6SlI 8,SS& B'IlI 2,1111 S2,239 

To_l Nauve Sta_ 81.<'41 '.096,493 to,4'IS '/30 41,8OS - 41.309 • 18,7S11 B'IlI IU08 ~11 

---
ORAND ToTAL., DRlTISB 13'1,801 ' 11.006,<715 ".421 8,711 10!')38 1,363 104 .... 1 15,1188 12,184 96,'/112 1""''' PIl.OVINCBS AND NAw I 'rIVB STAt,B& , 
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