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_ FOREWORD 

This bulletin represents the results of a study undertaken at the 
request of various swine interests of California. The primary object 
has been to summarize and interpret the statistical data relating to 
the swine industry. Emphasis has been placed on long-time trends 
and tendencies, since the year-to-year outlook for swine is presented 
regularly in the Agricultural Outlook for California, which is pub
lished shortly after the first of each year by the California Agricul
tural Extension Service. Care has been taken to give in considerable 
detail th~ sources of the data included in the various tables. On 
pages 133 and 134 will be found a compilation of the more important 
publications from which much of the current material has been obtained. 

SUMMARY 

Of the pork and lard consumed in California in recent years, 60 
to 70 per cent comes from other states in the form of cured pork 
produ~ts and live hogs. Prices of- hogs in California are considerably 
higher than they would be if production were great enough to supply 
all the pork and pork products consumed within the state. However, 
conditions outside the state profoundly atiect the prices received by 
California producers. 

Numbers of swine in California have always been small iii com
parison with those of the nation, never constituting more than 1.8 
per cent (1870) of the total number in the country. The enumeration. 
of 1925 and 1930 showed percentages 0.9 and 1.2 per cent respectively. 
Fluctuations in numbers have been relatively more violent than in 
the nation and have not always paralleled general movements in 
numbers. A peak in numbers of swine in California was reached 
about 1920. Since then there seems to have been a declin... This was 
probably brought about by several factors, among them being (1) the 

1 PaJ)er No. 27, The Giannini Foundation of Agricultural Economies. 
I Associate ProteBlor of Agricultural Economics, Agricultural Economist in the 

Experiment Station and Agricultural Economist on the Gia.nuini Foundation . 
• AMi8tant in Agricultural Eeonomiea on the Giannini Foundation, resigned 

June SO, 1931. 


