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5

~mment in the sense that it is as likely to fail

: sieceed. ™ It is exparimentsl only in as far
#n sntirely novel adventure.” The Zionist
.woméy as well as men, who have been'g
‘I’af:st' o in Dbatches during the 1

# never ddubted their ultimate sucoess,
| o' Steady progress is being made, iyf spite cf enor-
mous diffioklties, climatie, financigl and politieal.
This: must by largely due o the ﬁn spirit in which
the pioneer edlonists, from Rughia and elsewhere,
have undertakel their enterprife.

: % H. XoaN.

ten Yyears,

INDIA BY AIR. Ry SifSaMUEL HOARE. ( Long
mafls, Green &\@h., Ltd., London.) 1927
8 x 514, pp. 156. 6s.484. ' .
he Bistoric serial trip to India
sijerable peisonsl risk by
thoare and his wife, He
wag the brst Mi
to fly over suchs long distance
- The story of thé journey is charming
Hoare's intrg@uction tells us somethi

, feelings towards the whole project,

a civil machine,

g of a woman's
The Air Mini-

iy told and Lady

ster’s safedirrival in thisand return to Mg country
. bas doubtiess quickened public intersst\in the
possibilities qgivil -aviation, from which pdigt of
) view the venty® must ba pronounoced to be a complete
fuceoss, e : : :

— D‘

-

. MISCELLANEOUS,

INDIAN EDUCATION IN NATAL.

COMMISSION'S REPORT.
i The full text of thereport of the Commission ap-
'pointed by th: provincial Government of Natal . {o
inyuws o thy condition of Indian education, a cabled
summary of which appeared in the press a few days

ago, 13 now avziluble in this country. The Commission |

had the following terms of reference :—

' (@} The existing facilitias'as & whole in town and |-

gountry areas ;

{8) The oonditions of service of Indian teachers in
Government and (lovernment-aided schools, inoluding
salary, promotion, discipline and pension ;

(¢) The present system of Provinocial grants-in-aid and
any change whioh may. be considered to be necassary; -

{d) The financial basid of Indieh education, having
.regard to the resources of the Province, the various
demands upon them, and the adequacy or otherwise of the
existing Union Governmeant subsidies in seo far as they
affeot Tndian education. ’ e

In the course of their report, the Commission
say —

_Tbe, investigation was conducted at the
special request of the' Union Government arising
from the Indian Agreement. This Agreement was
entered into by the representatives of the Union
‘Government and the Government of India without
a0y reference to or consultation with the Govern-
ments of the Provinoes and your Committea desires
to record that as soon as the toxt of that Agresment
(n_a's contained in the White Papsr presented to Par-

iament) was known thé Provinecial Council of
N atal considered a resolution in the following terms,
~whioh was adopted on the 10th May +— .
(1) “That this Council viewa with misgivings the
general sonditions of the Agresment antsrad into batween
. the Goverament of South Africa and the Government of
j India in respeot to the Indian question,
. (% *“ That this Council facther deplores the faot that
this Provinoe ( which is more seriously affected tMan any

- -
its Provincial Council on those points of the Agreement
which contemplate— . | ,
{a) a relaxation of existing licensing legiglation, and
(b) the provision of increased education f?iemeies for
the Indian community. :
This Council respectfully xepresents to Parliament .that
these two matters involve not only questiogs of definita
- Provincial polioy but in the latter instance considerable
financial obligations. Under these circumstences this
Council urges that any contemplated action in these two
directions should be deferrad until tha fullest opportunity
has been afforded’ to this Couaeil to repressnt its'views
theraon. ) e
{3). * That, in the opinion of this ‘Cbuncil, the Agree=-
ment does not solve the Indian problem nor does it give
protection to the European population against Asiatic
encroachment. " ’ : ) ‘
The Committes emphasises that the regquest to
the Provincial Administration was merely one for
an investigation in order that the Government
might be informed as to the position of Indian educa-
tion in this Province,

“The Committee reports that it has taken volumi-
nous evidence from witnesses representing the Indian
community ffom every part of the Province including
that of the Agent-General for India (The Rt. Hon.

'V. 8, Srinivasa Sastri, P.C.) and has also been fur-

nished with a comprehensive review of the position
compiled by Mr. Kailas P. Kichlu (I ndian Education-
al Service) and published in a separate memorandum
by him, o

The Committee records the faot that demands
are put forward from all the witnesses for a far-

' reaching system of educational facilities based upon

those presently enjoyed by the European population.
after fully reviewing all the .evidence tendered
and tac<ing into consideration the factors of the pro-
blem as affecting the general community in - this
Provinee, the Committee finds == v

{a) that the existing facilities as & whole in
town and country areas are inadequate for the -
reagonable needs of the Indian population ;

() that there is little left to be desired in the
Government schools, but that in the Grant-Aided
schools the general conditions of the buildings
and the status, salaries and method of payment
of Indian teachers are unsatisfactory ;

. f{c) that the grants-in-aid are inadequate
on the presenf basis and that certain changes
are deairable. T

It was urged that thero was an obligation under
the Provincial Subzidies Act, 1425, for the Provineial.
Administration to spend on each section of the sehdbl- .
going population not less than the amount earned by
that section and in this respect the full amount receiv-
ed on account of Indian school-going children had
not been spent on that service. The Committes is
satisfied that this interpretation cannot be put upon,
this legislative enactment and that the Provincial
Council has not exoeeded its powers in allocating a
smaller expenditure to this section of education than
that earned by school-going children. The Committee.
algo records the fact that a restrictive policy in re-
geard to Indian education has been pursued by the
Provineial Council up to the present momenfwnd is
of epinion that in so doing the Council was inter-

‘prefing the views of the general community. 1t

should further ba recorded that this policy existed prior
ta the Provincial Subsidies Act, 1925, and has in ne
way been affocted by that legislation.
The Committee desires to make the following
repommendations :—— « . .
{a) That it is necessary to extend the existing
Sacilities for the educalion of Indian children ; the «

-other part of the Union ) has not been consulted shroughco most speedy alleviation .of the present condilionS .
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can be found by an exlension of the grani-aided
schools throughout the Province together with the
.provision of Governmend schools in large cenires of
Indian population as and when funds permit, -and
that there should be mo alleration in the present
system of voluniary aftendance.

(B) and (¢) That the present system of grants-in-
aid which are now pad purely and simply on a
capiotion basis should be changed. The Aided
schools should be - graded by average atlendance and
the financial aid shculd be in the direction of
Provincial responsibility for the total cost of: the

- teachers’ salaries. A proper scheme of sclary,

scales and conditions of service should be tnfrcduc-
ed on a more liberal basis than is af present in
existence and i should be nade applicable lo the
whole of the Province. It is absolute/y essential t«
establish an Indian Training College in order
to supply the mnecessary qualified fteachers to
provide for the extension which has been referred
fo and in this connection the Administration should
accept the gift of the Rt. Hen, V. 8. 8. Sastri,
P.C. of a fully equipped fraining college and
ns: ume responsibilily . for dts  conduct and
mainfenance, and furiher as it is quile impossible {c
find professors in this country capable of startiny
the training college the first opporlumly shoald
be taken to impor! them from overseas. ]

. Under the heading of section (d) of the terms

of reference, the Committee has considered the possi-

bility of imposing some form of special taxation on

-

the Indian community for educational purposes but

has found this to be impracticable. This Committee
is entirely opposed to any increase in the general
taxstion of the Province t0 provide for the contem-
p'ated expansion. If the Union Government subsidy
is to remain at the present figure of £5-5-0, which
does not err on the side of generosity, the fuil
amount earned by Indian school-going children will
hardly be sufficient to finance the proposed alteration
of salary scales in grant-aided schools. The Com-
mittee is of opinion that the total amount of Indian
education subgidy should be allonated to that service.

It must be pointed out that unde: these circum-
stances the mere continuance of the present subsidy
will leave no funds available for any proposed
extension. The Cowmmittee ie patigfied that s large
and immediate increase in attendance canr be
anticipated, but as the Provincial Subsidies Act
provider tha: the subsidy is only to be paid on
the attendance figures of the previous year, a
financial problem of some magnitude is
presented. 1t can be stated safely that the Act
above referred ' to only
with conditions existent at the time it was passed,

and did not take into consideration any abnormal |

demands such as have undoubtedly arisen as the
result of the Cape Town Agreement. Under these
circumstances the Committee recommends that im-
mediate representations be made to the Union Gov-
ernment to meet the financial obligations that will

ensue, by previding that the subsidy for this sbnoi-.

mal inorease of Indian children should be granted
vear by year in respect of the current year's inoreas-
ed att@hadance, for such periods ss the anticipated
annual abnormal inerease shall continue, instead of
the deferred system which at present prevails; and
further recommends thst in the event. of such finan-
cial asmistance being agreed to, the total emount of
such funds available be sllocated to the provision
of Indian education, In this connection attention is
drawn to thg faot that the Provincial Subsidies Act

contemplated dealing |

makes no distinction as to pasyment of subsidy
respect of the nationality of student teachers and
Committee urges that the proposed Indian Trair
College should be subsidised on similar lines to tl
of European training college. ‘

Capital expenditure will be necessary
order to make provision for some of the recommer
tions contained herein, and, as this can only be d
with in the ordinary way on the capital estimates
the Provinee, the Committee recommends that
question of the funds now in hand belonging to
Indian Immigration Trust Board should be explc
with a view to ascertaining whether these fu
could not be made available for the purpose of fo
ing a special capital fund for the erection of Gow
ment Indian schools and in epecial circumstances
the improvement of existing aided schools;
further, that representations be made to the Un
Government urging that the necessary action, le
1ative or ortherwise, be taken to give immediate ef
to this proposal. '

The report closes with an expression of the C
mittee’s appreciation of the action of the Governm
of India in placing at its disposal the services
two educatione] experts in the persons of Mz, Ka
P. Kichlu, M, A., Deputy Director of Public Insh
tion, United Provinces of Agra and Oudh,and V
Chancellor of the University of Agra, and Miss
Gordon, B. Ed,, Professor, Teachers’ Training Coll.
Siadapet, Madras, and the acknowledgment of
veluable services which they have rendered to
Committee during the course of the inquiry.
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The authorities of the League of Nations have decide
create o new depository Library of the League yublication
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publications received (it is not possible to mentionall) under
column once a mowth, i
Hoalth Organization in British India.

International Health Yearbook, 1927. pp. 802.
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Trade in Arms, Ammunition and Implemests of War. Stat

cal Information. pp. 2123. .
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Memorandum cn Production acd Trade, 1913 & 1923-26,

73,
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Protection of Blind Cbildren. (Replies from Government
Belgium, Denmark, Germany, Japan and Rumanisa.}
22
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Fare Certificate on two anna stamp. ;.
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