
PREFACE. 

,h July 1890, 'Lord Connemam entrusted to me the task of examining whether 
the economic condition of the Madms Presidency has, on the whole, improved or 
deteriorated during the last 40 or 50 years of British administrntion and of writing 
a memorandum on the stJbject. I was given to understand that the conclumons 
arrived at should be based not only on information officially on record but also on 
,the results of independent inquiries. To ascertain whether any and what improve
ment has taken place in the condition of the massElS of the population, it was. of 
course, necessary that an idea should be formed as to their condition in the past, 
and .. for this purpose, I had to collect and read up a great mass of old reports. 
This took np a deal of time, and I was able to write only the preliminary portion 
of th»>~emora.ndum before the end of 1890. ~e departui-e of Lord Connemara 
to Engl d and' pressure -of other official work led to the preparation of this 
'memo 'dum being laid -aside for some time, and I was able to resume the work 
only in, he latter half of 1891. Since then I have' been more or less engage\l'on 
it, bnt ~ the work has had to be carried on in addition to my other official duties, 
,it bas not 'been possible to finish it earlier. The interval, however, has been 
utilized for collecting information on such matters as prices of commodities, 
,wages pf labour, &c., in order that it might be used for testing information obtained 
from official sources. The Government has permitted me to add another section to 
this memorandum, containing suggestions as to certain special measures'to be 
a40pted for the amelioration of the agricultural classes in connection with land 
settlements, agriculturaI baukS, agriculturaI and industrial education, &c., and to 
revise the statistics given in the appendices to the memorandum with reference to 
the results of the last census. This will be done as soon as the results of the 
census become available, which will be very shortly, -and the memonmdum will then 
be issued in a complete form. 

2. I have endeavoured to make the statistics given in the memorandum as 
accurate as possible, but I can scarcely hope that I have fully suCceeded. The 
infonDation given as regards the state of things in former centuries, though derived 
from 'sources which are the beSt Ilvailable, is admittedly imperfect, but this does 
not invalidate in any way the general conclusions arrived at. 

S. The subject being many-sided. it is, of course, not possible in a first attempt 
to do more than break ground as regards thevanous qUllIltions dealt with. I 
have, therefore. printe~ as appendices to the memorandum such official and other 
papers as throw light on the questions discussed~ for purposes of easy reference in 
sub~quent inquiries. This accounts also for the large quantity of statistical 
information and the large number of quotations given in the earlier portions of my 
memorandum. Much of this information is new to the generation that is growing 
up, though not new to the generation that is passing away. 
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4. In conclusion, I wish to point out that the subject dealt with is the improve
ment in the material condition of the Presidency, and though there are other 
points of view from which the question of national well-being has to be considered, 
improvement in the material condition is the foundation on which improvement 
in other respects should be built up. I venture to think that if the question be 
impartiaIlyconsidered, there can be no two opinions as to the very great advance 
made by the country during the last 40 years. ' 

MADRAS, 

11th April 1892; 
s. s. 
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:MEMORANDUM. 

IN this memorandum I propose to examine whether the- economio- condition of the 
Madras Prosidenoy, and especially of the agrioulturtll olaRses, has improved or de,terio-
rated during the last 40 years of British administration, and whether, if there has been 
improvement, it is proceeding on 'right lines. 

SECTION I.-The state oj the country and the condition of the people in former centuries.· 

2. It is -generally admitted that the last century, which immediately preceded the 
, . . -. . _ establishment of British power in Southern 

• S .. ntin ... of .mformation .. to condition of the people India was a period of anarchy and of 
... Ul fanner 08ntunas. '.' . '. 

-" • ' ~: _ suffenng to the masses of the populatiol), ; 
but it would be interesting to learn wbat was the condition of the people in the 
preceding centuries under native rulers. Information on the subject is, however, 
exceedingly scanty, the very 'names of some of tbe dynasties which, bore sway_ in, , 
Southern India baving been forgotten I ; and it is only recently by, a laborious study of 
anoient inscriptions, Indian arohreologists have been endeavouring to construct a South 
Indian history. 'l'he results of their l'esearches, so far as they have gone, have' been 
summarized by "Mr. R. Sewell, M.C.S.,in his" Lists ofAIitiquities _of the, Madras 
Presidenoy," and I have ventured to extract Mr. SE'well's remarks in an appendix 
t:> this memorandum. It will be seen from this. that from the earliest historical. times 
Southern India was divided into a number of small kingdoms, which, like the kingdoms,( 
of the Heptarchy, were continually'at war with one another; that eaohJlynasty aspired. 
for universal dominion and asserted it as opportunities o:ffered ; that the pressure of 
immigration of tribes from Northern India added to the distracted state of the country 
caused by internecine wars; and that from the 14th century, when t1!.eMuhammadans 
pushed their arms to Southern -India _ and founded Muhammadan. kingdoms in tbe 
Northern Deccan, to the beginning of the 19th century, the country seldom ,enjo~l!d 
peace. 

S. Among tbe various dynasties which· have suocessively ruled in Southern 
P uu! Ch I and V'" d t" India, the times o{ the Pandiyans in

e 
the 

, ya, 0 a lJ'aoagar ynaa 1". Madura and Tinnevelly distriots, of the 
Cholas in tbe Tanjore district and of tbe Vijianagar kings in the Southern Decoan, 
live in tradition as a sort of "golden age." That the Pandiyans wel'e' a powerful 
dynasty. and that their country under Bndhist_ at first, aiiasubsequently under 
Brahminic, influences, attained to a very considerable degree of civilization, al),d 
kept up comlJ!ercilll..intercoursewith the Greeks. and,J~Q!Dans, seem certain. They 
were also great patrons of the Tamil literature, and it was during their time that. tbe' 
famous" sangbam" or college of poets was established, and the greatest Tamil poems 
were composed. The Cholas, who rose to great power in the 11th, 12th and lSth 
centuries and held sway over nearly the whole of Southern .India, were the builders 
of most of the great temples that exist in such numbers in the Tanjore district, and of 
the anicnt across the Cauvery. They excavated several channels for irrigation, which 
are known by their names-Virasholanar, Yikramanar, Kirtimanar,·Mudikondanar....
and established agricultural colonies and Brabmil?- agl'aharams for.the spread of Aryan 
civilization. The powerful- Vijianagar dynasty stemmed the, tide of Muhammadan 
conquest for two centuries, i.e., 15tll_!il!.d 16tb, until it was overwhelmed by a confedar. 
ation of the Muhammadan--sQvereigns Ofthll Deocan, and its magnificent capital WIIS

sacked and utterly destroyed. All these dynasties rendered important services to 
South Indian civilization, and, as during their times some of the greatest religious 
teachers and scholars and dialeciicians--Sankaracharya, Ramanujacharya and Vidia
ranya-lived and flourished, it is no wonder that the people of. Southern1;nd~ r9Clj,1l 
the memory of" those times with pleasure and pride. 

• 1'he Pallava, dyraaaty &ppeara to ha.ve been & powerful one and raled over all the East Oout diatrietll from the 
Ki.tb& to the Coleroon and to haYe had. ita capital. at Conjeeveram. Even thB name 01 the dyuaet, hRl lOne oompletel1' 
ou.t of the memor,y of ~~e p,eople of the country. over: 1fAom it .rul.e\L '. 
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4. Every dynasty, however, when it attained to supreme power, arew to itself all 
. 'Pnq ..... oy of ..... ODd backward stale or u... 001Dltr)'. the ~ealth of the surrounding provinces 

.. " . and adorned its capital with magnifioent 
buildings, but the conquered provinoes were generally oppressed. One of the 
l'andiyan kinga in an inscription hoasts, among hil other exploits, of· having set 
Tanjore and Uraiyur (the Chola capitals) on fire; demolished the houses, high walls, 
,storied houses and palaces; made the tears. of the wives of refractory kings How like a 
river; cause.d the sites of the buildings to be ploughed with asees and sown with 
cowries j driven the- Chola from his dominions into a barren place and taken away his 
erown of gold and given it to a poet, who san~ in praise of him, &0. One of the Chola 
kings in the same manner, in his tum, humbled the Pandiyans and assumed the title 
of. Madurantaka (death of the Madura city). Allowing for great exaggeration, the 
language of the inscriptions shows that even the best days of the ancient dynasties 
were those of wars and violence, that the ambition of eVllry king was to humble 
the pride of his neighbours and to spoil their territories, and that thEllle exhausting wars 
must have entailed on the people an immense amount of misery, which, of courso, waa 
borne with patience and resignation, as they had no experience of a happier condition . 
. Large portions of the country were also covered with jungle or inhabited hy tribes hardly 
reclaimed from savagery. From a letter of a Jesuit missionary, written in the beginning 
of theJ8th_c~, it appears that on the Tinnevelly coast, which is now a fully culti
vateir ana-a6nsely populated tract, " a large jungle bad for some time past been infested 
by tigers to such a degree that after sunset no inhabitant of. any village situated in its 
neighbourhood dared to move outside his door. Watch was kept in every village at 
night and large fires were lightcd for the purpose of scaring the monsters away. 
Even in the daytime travelling was not quite safe, and numbers of people had 
disappeared who had. without doubt, been seized and devoured in lonely places." 
fie country lying on tlw outskirts of Trichinopoly town appears to have been 
covered with jungle and infested by robbers in the middle of the 16th century. 
'1'he same was the case in the Coimbatore district also. Marauders were so numerous 
that a traveller by night was almost certain to fall into their ,hands. Wild beasts 
were so common that one missionary lost thirty of his acquaintsnces by their ravages 
within 6 months. Both in the Pandiya and Chola countries large tracts were, and 
8till are, inhabited by Kallers, whom Father M.artin, who lived in the 18th century 
in the vicinity of Kallercountry, described as more barbarous than any savages 
in any part of the globe. His assertion is colToborated by Ward and Connor's 
sur;ey account, which states that" a horrible custom exists Bmong tbe females of 
the Colleries. When a quarrel or dissension· arises betwl'en them, the insulted 
woman brings her child to tbe house of the aggrcssor and kills it at ber door to 
avenge herself, although her vengeance is attended with the most cruel barbarity. 
She imrnedilltely thereafter proceeds to a neighbouring village with all ber goods, 
&c. In this attempt she is opposed by her neighbours, which givlIs rise to clamour 
and outrage. The complaint is then carried to. the hpad Ombalakar, who lays it 
before the elders of the yillage and solicits their interference to terminate the 
quarrel. In the. course of this investigation, if the husband finds that sufficitont 
"vidence has been bronght against his wife that sbe had given cause for provocation 
ILnd aggression, then he proceeds unobserved by the assembly to bis house and 
brings one of his children, and in the presence of the witnesses, kills his child at 
the door of the woman who had first killed ber chiltl at his; by this mode of 
procedure he considers that he has saved himself much trouble and expense, which 
would otberwise have devolved on him. The circnmstance is soon brought to the 
notice of the tribunal, whicb proclaims that tlu! offence committed iS8ufficiently 
avenged. But should this voluntary retribution of revenge not be executed by the 
convicted person, the tribunal is prorogued to a limited time-fifteen days genemlly. 
Before the expiration of· that period 'CIne of the children of the convicted person 
must be killed; &t tbe same time be is to bear all expenses for providing food, &c., 
for assembly during three days. Such is their inhuman barbarity in avenging 
outrage, wbich proves the innate eruelty and the u~estrained barbarity of their 
manners and morals." 

5. There cannot be .the slightest doubt that famines and epidemics were far more 
. F • . d 'd"' d t oti .., " frequent and destructive in former cen" 

............ <pi ..... 0. very .. ru ve III ormor wm... t' th t tAli' t " " unes an a preaen. USlons 0 
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terrible famines oocur in ancient Hindu writings. . The Rumayanlt mimtioIis Ii severe' 
and prolonged drought which occurred in Northern India. According to the Ori~sa 
legends ~vere famines occurred between the years 1107 and 1143 A.D. The memory 
of a terrible 12 years' famine' " Dvadasavarsha Panjam " lives in tradition in Bouthern 
India. Mr. Duff in his history of the Mahrattas states that" in 1lI96 the 'dreadful' 
famine distinguished from WI others by the name . Durga Devee commenced iii Maha
rashtra. It lasted, according to Hindu legends, for' 12 years. At the· and of' that 
time the periodical rains returned; but whole districts were entirely depopulated alid 
a very scanty revenue was obtained from the telTitory· between the Godavari and the' 
.Kistna for upwards of 30 years afterwards. The hill forta and strong places pre~ 
viously conquel't'd by tbe Muhammadans' had fallen into the hands of Poligars and 
robbers, and the returning cultivators were driven from their villages.". In the workS' 
of the Hindu astronomer Varaha Mihira, there are passages tending to show that the 
cnnnectionJ>etween sun SPl!.ts and droughts' was known altlie time, and tbis knowledge 
must have been the result or-observatioiis made. during long periods of time. The 
.Muhammadan historian Ferishta re<lords two famines as having occurred in the 15th 
century, He states that, in 1423 A.D., no rain falling, a grievous fnmine was experi
enoed throughout the Deccan, and multitudes of cattle died on the parched plains 
for want of water. 'fhe king (Ahmed I of the Bahmini dynasty), in consequence; 
increased the pay of his troops snd opened public stores of grain for the use of the 
poor. The next year also, there being no. minj the people berame seditious,complain
ing that the present reign was unlueky and the conduct of the 'prince displeasing to 
God. 'fhe king felt this bitterly, repaired to the mosque and prayed to God for rain. 
Rain came and tha people were satisfied and the king was thenceforward surnamed 
the "saint." In 1474 A.D., there occurred a famine still more terrible. The follow
ing account is given of it by Ferishta :_u When the royal standard rc)ached the city 
of .Bijapore, Mahomed Shah (.Bahmini dynasty), at the request of Khajwa Mahomed 
Khan, halted to repose his fatigues, and the minister endeavoured to soothe his grief 
for the death of his mother. Admiring the situation of Bijapore, the king would wil~ 
lingly have remained there during the rainy season, but so severe a drought prevailed 
throughout tbe Deccan that the wells dried up, and the king, contrary to his inclina .. 
tion, moved with his army to Ahmedabad Beder. No rain fell· during the next year 
either, and the towns in consequence became almost depopulated. Many of the 
inhabitants died of famine and numbers emigrated for lood to Malwa, Jajnagger and 
Guzerat. In Telingana, Maharashtra and throughout the Babmini, no grain was sown 
for two years; and, in the third, when the Almighty showered his mercy on theeartb, 
scarcely any farmers remained in the country to !,ultivate the lands." . 

In 1570 a great famine appears from the records of the Portuguese Mission tel 
have rsged on the Tinnevelly coa.t. Father Henriques, a Portuguese missionary, 
established famine relief houses, in some of which 50 persons were daily' fed. 1:he 
r6{lords of the Madura Jesuit Mission contain accounts of SOIDe famines which occurred 
in the 17th and 18th centuries. In 1648 there was a famine in the Coimbatore 
district when a great part of·thepopulation died.or deserted the country. In 1659 the 
Muhammadans of Golconda invaded the southern countries. "The cruel devastation 
of the country round Trichinopoly and in the direction of Vallam led to a local famine, 
which within a short time compelled the population to emigrate in a body, some to the 
Maravs country and some to the Madura country, and some to Batyamangalam; and 
then the Muhammadans themselves were reduced to great extremities. Their horses 
died from want of fnrage, their camp~followers ran away and thousands of them died of 
actual starvation. Bo numerous were their deaths that it was impossible to oury their 
corpses, which were accordingly left in great heaps in the open fields, The effiu vium 
arising from their decomposition, oombined with the ill-health resulting D.-om want of 

I The etory is .;, follow8":...:...Tbt!l'e waB a. terrible 12 yean' famine in the land, tbe II niDe" plan. who rule th~ 
deatiniea of men ha.ving decreed tha.t the human ra.ce should be destroy-ed. At the clole of the 12th year, the" pla.neta '. 
went OD a tnur of inspection to see if the work of deBtruotio~ wal aomplete. All was desolation, but there was ODe greeD. 
.pot at a diatance. 'J'he,. ·repaired to the 1?laoe to Bee whl\t It wae. t:here, a ryot,.'"ho was .. great aBtrol"ger. had, by hi, 
art, tUre8fMJIl that a!p'e6t lamine W88 ~mmg and.had ~keu .p~ution~ agamet It. In y~ of abundaoee he .lBved thQ 
Brain (l'Ilgi) and built up the walls of h18 house Wlth thiB gram.mlxed Wlth mud and plaDted pnckly-pear round hia: ~rdena 
and fiE'ldl. When the drought came the man fed. hi8 r<?"ts with priclrlY-~T, ,:hioh flouriahee eV6U during timea 01 
drought and boiled. the @TIiin scraped from the walls of his houae WIth the mdk Yielded by the goat. and a.te the builed. 
ragi and thualived; fOT there wu n'l)t a drop of water to be bad .H.nywh~re •. When the man ... " the II planeti," he ane'" 
who they were and offered. to teed ·them toH1. They aeeepted his hOBpltality and alter a full meal lay down to Ileep ill 
erooked I!lDd irumepiciouB poaiLinne. When they were faet aaleep the J)'ot put them all in luapicious pOBitiODl and tbUl 
the famine came to an end and \he wodd began once more to prosper. -
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prop'lr food rapidly engendered apeetilence, which carried off large numbers." The 
sufferings of the people during the years 1659 to 1662 appear to have been terrible. 
The privations undergone by the Christians are described by the Jesuit misaiooaries 
as having been heart-rending; upwards of 10,000 of them died of want and starvation. 
,Tanjore appears to have suffered even more than Madura, aod almost the entire Christian 
'population of that kingdom was driven out of it either by the fear of Muhammadans 
or by, the pangs of hunger. The Hindus also persecuted the Christians for having 
o.ft'tmded the local deities and brought drought and famine on the land by their impiety, 
in the same manner as Christians'in European countries appear to have persecuted the 
Jews in the middle ages, whenever famines Rnd plagues occurred. 

In 1677 the Madura country was invaded by the Mysoreans. An extraordinary 
fall of rain on the Western Ghauts inundated the country and swept away the low-lying 
villagbS with their entire population. This was followed by famine and pestilence, 
and it is stated that many of the half-starved wretches, whQ s\l.rvived these calamities, 
took to brigandag~ and overran the kingdom nnchecked. From 1709, for nearly 12 
yaars, the Marava country, Ramnad and Shivaganga, Buffered from terrible droughts 
alternating with floods, and large numberoJ of the inhabitants emigrated to Tanjore and 
Madura. The droughts appear to have been entirely due to the capriciousness of the 
seasons, as irrigation works in the Marava country were in those days in an excellent 
condition. Father Martin wrote in 1713:·" Nowhere have more precautions been 
taken than in Marava not to let a drop of water escape and to collect all tho water 
formed by the rains in brooks and torrents. Rere there is to be seen a pretty large 
river oalled Vaigaiyaru. After crossing a part of Madura, it enters Maran, and when 
its bed is full, which ordinarily happens a whole mouth every year, it is as large as the 
Seine. Yet, by means of canals dug by our Indians far away from their tanks, this river 
is so drained on all sides that it loees itself entirely and does n()t reach its mouth till 
it has spent several weeks in filling the reservoirs wwards which it is diverted. 'J'he most 
common tanks have banks half a league long; there are others which are 8 league and 
more in length. I have seen three mort'> than three leagues in length. Qne of these 
tanks furnishes enough water to irrigate fields'of more than.60 plantations. As rice 
(or paddy) must have its stem in water until it has acquired perfect maturity, after 
the first· reaping; when there is still water in the tanks, they manure the lands and 
commence sowing again, for all times of the year are adapted to the growing of paddy, 
provided there is no deficieucy of water." That prices of agricultllral prodllce were 
subject to the most violent lluctuations on account of want of outlet for produce in 
years of abundance is evident from the following extract from the Jesuit missionary's 
letter :-" It is owing to the abundance of water, which the ryots caused to flow 'from' 
their tanks into the fields, that they are able to grow a prodigious quantity of rrce. 
When the rain is abundant, the pride of rice and other provisions is low. They get 
eight markals 4, or large measures of unhusked rice for one f,mam, whioh suffice to 
nourish a man for more than 15 days. But as soon as the rain fails, the dearness is 80 

'great that I have seen the price of one of these measures of rice rise to 8 fanams (eighteen 
sous)." This shows that in years of scarcity the price rose to 64 times of what it W8S 

in ordinary time~ ! In 17.33, there was a scarcity in the Chiogleput district, which is J 
.stated to have been caused more by the neglect of irrigation works under the rule of 
tbl! Nawabs,of Arcot than by the failure of the seMons. The prioe of paddy rose to 
40 p$godas per garee, while the ordinary price was 25, pagodas per garce. Twenty 
years before 1733, it is stated tbat :.!5 pagodas per garce would have been reckoned as 
famine price. In 1780 occurred Hyder's desolating invasion of the Carnatic followed 
by the grievous famine, the horrors of which were described 'by Burke in one of his well
known orl¢,ons. From 1789 to 1792, a terrible falDine raged in the Northern Circars. 
The famine does.not appear to. have extended to the north of Ganjam, and at Puri the 
people lived in the midst of plenty. In the IcMpur and Chinacole countries, however, the 
people die~ in thousands. The country was plunged in a state of misery and desolation 

, • These and ot14er qUQtationi frolQ the record. of the Hadura Je&uit 'Hi8lrion 8N tranalAtione of eztraote in French 
"Riven in Mr. Nelson', Madqra Manua.l.· They oontain the most authentin infurmation as to the conditiOil uf the Iladura 
iia1;riot iD the 17t.h oeDttU'y and I have thezefore given 1hem. at length in this memorandum. 

41 141", Netaan take. the price quoted •• equivalent to D61b. for 2t4. Father Martin says that 8 markals wiD aufBce 
-10 llcnmeh & man for m.ore than 16 daytl. U we take the quantity of rioe required by. pN'BOn a.t BIb. per diem, the quan
tity wequired for 16 da.y. would be 46 lb. Even if thi. nduoea quantity ",ere worth 2Id., the price would have beaD 
4110 Ib, per ... pee or nil> of 11>. pric& .t 11>. pre .... t time; in oll>.r word. the plU'OhaaiDg val ... of 11>. rupee wo1ll4 hoIn 
beoII ill the begiDniDg of u.. 18th _'''"712 tim .. "hat it ia ....... ' 



Ii 

truly deplorable. ·Whole tracts were depopulated, and, when the famine came to an end, 
people were not forthcoming to cultivate the lands. -The )'eporta of the Collector of 
Rajahmundry in the beginning of the eentury show that. ·many villages in the fertile 
delta of the Godavari had become depopulated and great difficulty was lelt in arrang
ing for the cultivation of lands. Epidemics alfo were very frpquent and destructive. 
Small-pox was very virulent, so much so. that, on the Western Coast, till withi;n 
recent times, on the first appear(lnce of the "pidemic in villages, the villagers used to 
desert them, leaving the sufferers to shift for thllmselves as best they could or die. So 
recently as the beginning of this century a fever of a very malignant .type decimated 
the populations of Madura, 'l'inIl'evelly and Coimbatore districts. .A committee was 
appointed by Government to inquire into tbe causes of tne· epidemi.c, and it rr.ported 
that the primary cause was the highly insalubrious condition of theatm08phere result
ing from the continued and extram·dinary deviations from the regular course of thl! 
seasons aod the miasm4a arising from the mar~hy grounds and fl'om the thick jungles 
on. the bill sides and from salt mar~hes 00 the sea coast. 'l'he committee added that 
there were· not wanting allKl predisposing causes in the debilitated condition of the 
population owing to insufficient diet, exposure· to cold and damp, and.fear and anxiety. 
l'he wretched ryots were only too w('ll prepared to imbibe the poison by thp.ir poor 
condition and careless habits of life, and this was conclusively shown by .the fact that, 
on one occasion, while the ryots were dying by thousands, soldiers, convicts and others 
scarcely suHered at all. 

6. There is also ample evidence to show that the land tax taken, not only by the 
, . .. Muhammadan but also by the Hindu 
The l~nd ta.. oolIected by Native lJO_e'gnB heavy and sovereigns was fully one-half the "ross 

GPpresnve. '0 
produce. Menu's proportion of Qne-sixth 

(which in the case 1)f unirrigated lands must have operated as a heavy tax on. industry 
and not on rent, for r.ent, owing to the abWldance of ,cultivable lands and the sparseness 
of population, could not have come into existence) must, if it ever was observed in 
practice, have for several centuries been exceeded, and half the gross produce come 
to be recognized as the Jegal rate. Dr. Burnell, in his South Indian Palmography, 
bas stated "that the land tax (for such it originally was in South India, not rent) 
should amount to half the produce, has . long been quoted as an instance of rapacity 
of Muhammadan and English Governments, from the illustrious B. Neiburh's early 
letters down to modern publio disoussions, by people ignorant of Indian history. 
But it has nothing to do with either. The inscl'iptions at Tanjore show that the 
indigenous Chola kings of the 11th century took about half the produce, and F. 
W. Ellis long ago asserted, on other grounds, that the tax was always more than 
the sixth or fourth permitted by the Sanskrit lawyers. A consideration of· royal 
grants would also conclusively show (as Sanskrit lawyers asserted) that the Government 
never had any right til the land." In the Northern Circars also the native dynasties, 
long before the Muhammadan conquest, appear to have taken half the gross produce as 
the land tax, and this rule was in force in several zemindaries and principalitil'\l 
which had never or only for a short time been under Muhammadan domination-the 
RlUIlnad zemindari for instance. The.only instance in which. the rule laid down by 
the Shastras was adopted in rating lands for the revenue was in South Canara, and 
in this case the Shastraio rule was resorted to with a view to enhance the land tax 
which had till then been levied. In South Canara, cultivation has to be carried on 
under more difficult conditions than elsewhere. The country is extremely rocky and 
uneven, and, owing to excessive rainfall, cattle are scarce and .cannot be employed at 
all seasons of the year. The ground has to be levelled at great expense to make it fit 
for cultivation, and this operation ·has to be continually repeated, as, owing to heavy 
rainfall and mountain torrents, the land is constantly cut np into deep gullies. Recla

, mation of land could, under these circumstances, have been possible only if the land 
tax had been extremely. moderate, and accordingly the original land tax appears to have 
been fixed at *th of the grOSR produce till about A.D. 1252, when the country was 
conquered by a Pandiyan prince. He ruled tha.t the lth share should be delivered il1-
rice and not in unhusked paddy, and thus increased the tax by about 10 per cent. When 
the country became a dependency of Vijiaoagar, the king Han Har 1/.oy fixed the 
land-tax at !th of gross produce, i.e., lth the king's share proper, and T""th the ehal'e 
allotted by the Shastras for the support of temples and Brahmins, thus enhancing tbe 
tsx by 50 per cent. FT<?III. information extracted by Dr. Buch.anan .frol!lcertain old 
aocounta in the posseBSlon of a ehanbogue at Gokuma and gtven m hlB "Joumer 
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through Mysore, Malabar and Canara iIi 1800," it appears, however, that in ct'rtl!.ia 
parts of North Canara, acoording to a valuation of. Krishna Raya, the king of Vijia. 
nagar, while the tax on rice lands was ttll of the gross produoe, that on cocoanut 
plantations was quite half the gross produce. 

7. The following extracts from the records of the Madura Jesuit Mission give the 
.. . . , particulars connected with the land reve-

.'!:he oharaoter ~f the "", ... "e administration under the nue administration of the Madura count ...... 
Vuumagar 801el'8lgna. • • .1 

. under the rule of the viceroys or the 
Vij~s in the 17th century :-" The King or Grand Nayakar of Madura has 
but a few domains which depend immediately on him, that is to say,whieh furm his 
property (for, in this Oountry, the great a\'e snle proprietors, and the people are only 

. tenants or farmers) ; all the other lands are the domains of a multitude of petty prince~, 
.or tributary. lords ; these latter have each in his own domains the full administration 
of the police and of justice, if justice thtlre is at all; they levy contribntions which 
comprise at least the half of the prodllce of the lands; of thiA they make three parts, 
the tirst of which is reserved as tribute to the GI'and Nayakar; the second is employed 
in supporting troops, wliich the lord is bound to furnish him with in case of war; the 
third helongs to the lord. The Grand N ayakars of Madllra, like those of Tanjore and 
Gingee, ~re themselves tributaries of Vijianagar, to whom they pay, or ou!Sht to pay, 
each one an annual tribute of from Ii to 10 millions of francs. But they are not 
punctual in this payment; often they d"lay, and even sometimes refuse insolently; then 
Vijianagar arrives or sends one of his generals at the head of a hundred thousand men to 
enforce payment of all arrears, with interest. and in such cases, which are frequE'nt, it is 
the poor people who are to expiate the fault of their princes; the whole country is 
devastated and the population is either pillaged or massacred." The revenne admini.tra
tion of the Mahrattachief, Ekoji, a half-bl'Other .m Sivaji, in 'ranjore, appears from a 
letter of a Jesuit missionary iu 1683 to have been, if po.sible, even more opprcssiv&o 
The missionary states: "Tanjore is in' the possession of Ekoji with the exception of • 
few provinoes whioh have been seiztld by the Marava. Here is a short sketoh of the 
administration of this country. Ekoji appropriates four-fifths of the produce. This 
is not all. Instead of accepting these four-fifths in kind, he' insists that they sht.uld 
be paid in money; and as he takes care to fix the .price himself much beyond that 
which the proprietor c~n realize, the result is that the sale of the entire produce docs 
not suffice to pay the entire contribution. The cultivators then remain under the 
weigbt of a heavy debt; and often they are obliged to pr()ve their inability to pay by 
submitting to the most barbarous tortures. It would be (lifficult for you to conoeive 
such an oppression, and yet I must add that this tyranny is more frightful and revolt
ing in the kingdom of Gingee. For tbe rest this is all I can say, for 1 cannot find 
words to express all that is horrible in it." 

Even the rule of Tirumal Naick, who m'ly be fitly called the" magnificent," was 
oppressive; 'firumal N aick was parti .. l to Christianity and treated the J esnit mis
sionaries with marked kindness; and he was even suspected of having embraced 
Christianity secretly. And y~t this is the account given by Father Proenza in a letter, 
dated Trichinopoly 1659: "Tirumal N ayakkan was not spared to enjoy the victory; 
he was called upon to render an account to God of the evils which his treacherous policy 
had drawn on his people and on the neighbouring kingdoms. He died at the age of 75 
years after a reign of 30 years. We cannot but acknowledge that he possessed great 
q'lalities; but he tarnished their glory towards the end of his life by vices and follies 
which nothing oould justify. His reign was. illustrious by works of truly royal mag
nificenoe, among them being the pagoda of Madura, and, above all, the royal palace, 
whose colossal proportions and gigantio strength recall to memory the anoient monu
ments of Thebes. He loved and protected the Christian religion, the excellence of which 
he recognized, but never had the courage to accept the oonsequence of this conviction. 
'£he greatest obstacle to his conversion arose from his two hundred wives, the most 
distinguished of whom were burnt over his funeral pile according to the barbarous 
custom of these nations." The Government of Coimbatore under the N aiks 6 of Satya
mangalam appears to have been no better. 

• Via, Coimba.tore District Manual, pp. 89 and '90. There were aIao some kingB and queene whose nllmel 8M 
revered to this day. The wisdom of Kiatna Deva &ya in oounoil and hi. prowe88 in war form the tbeme of mflny • 
legend iu the Taluga country. Of Queen Rodramma, of the W":rangal dyll88ty, who govemed the kingdom Iltl regt"nt 
during the minority of her grandson (A.D. 1267-1296), 'Marco Polo writea .a fonowa :_U This kingdom waa 1UId.er the 

·'1'ulo of a Iring, and Binee his death forty yean ago it baa been under his queen, a lady of much dietinction. who for the 
,r .. t love .hIo bo .. hi .. never woald """'" another huaban4, ond.I ............ 10" IbM duriDa all tballl>&08 of .0 1-
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8. The .above long extraots show not only what the real character of the 
The enormous revenuo of former rulen. administration of the Nayak dynasty, 

who adorned their capitals with suoh 
magnificen~ buildings, was, but "also the enormous revenue whioh former Hindu 
rulers derived from land. According to the statements oontained in the letters of the 
Jesuit missionaries, the three viceroyalties of Madura, Tanjore anJ Gingee were each 
bound to pay a tribute, varying between 6 and 10 millions of francs or between £240,000 
and £400,000 sterling to the Vijianagar sovereign, and if the Madura province, 
which was the most extensive of the three, paid the higher sum, it is clear that the 
revenue taken from the ryots of that pr.)vince must have heen at least three times 
t.hat sum or £1,200,000. In faot, ml)st of the lands comprised within the Madura 
province were in the hands of Poligars, who, it is stated, paid only one-third of the 
revenue of their polliems, and out of this onll-third, the viceroys had to pay the tribute 
after defraying thei\' own expenses. The Madura province comprised the present 
districts, Madura, Tinnevelly, l'riohinopoly~and a portion of the Salem distriot. The 
land revenue of these districts aggregates now 87! lakhs of rupees only, and when it 
is remembered that in the 16th and 17th centuries much of the oountry now under 
eultivation was oovered with jungle and that the" purchasing power of the precious 
metals was several times higher than it is at present, an idea may be formed of the 
large share of the gross produce which the Government of tbose days appropriated as 
revenue. It seems probable, as, indeed, the records of the J esnit Mission state, that 
the tribute was seldom regularly paid, but was exacted by the Vijianagar king by 
force of arms whenever he was able to do so, but the large amount of tribute fixed 
shows that practically the only limit to the exactions which could be made from the ~ 
ryots"waS thdr ability to pay. The amount of revenue ~ken by the sovereigns of 
Madura and Tanjore countries would be hardly credible, were it not for the fact 
that there is ample eddence to show that in other parts of the peninsula the revenue 
taken by other sovereigns was equally great, if not greater. In Orissa, it appears 
that in the 12th century the Gangetlo dynasty had a land revenue of about £450,000, 
or a little less than three times tlle revenue derived by the British Goverument from 
the same province, while the purchasing power of the l,'upee was then 8 times of what 
it is now." The land revenue of the whole of British India is 2S millions of tens of 
ruplles. In the time of the Emperor Akbar, the land revl'nue of the territories subject 
to his rule, which did not extend south of the Vindhya mount.ain~, was 16! millions 
in 1594 and 17! millions in 1605. In Jehangir's time" the land tax continued at 17t 
millions. Iu the earlier years of Aurangzebe's reign (1655) the land revenue was 24 
millions. It rose to 34! millions in 1670 and to 38£ millions in 1697. In the last year 
of Aurangzebe's reign (1707) the revenue fell to 30 millions. It is stated that in the 
official statement of the revenues of the empire presented to the Afgan invader,
.Ahmed Shah Abdali,' when he entered Delhi ill- 1761, the land revenue of the 
empire was entered ilS 34! millions. The signifioance of the above fi~ures will be 
rightly estimated when it is remembered that between the years 1593 and 1605 the 

ahe had administered her realm. fta well &8 her husbtmd did, or better. and &8 ahe waR a lover of justice, of equity and 61 
pellCe she was more beloved by those of her kingdoJL than ever was lady or laro of theirs before." Of Queen Re~nt Man .. 
gam.~al {A.D. ltiS9~1704\ Bi..hop Ca.ldwell in hia History of TiDnevelly statca:-uShe eaohewed war8 snd cultivated 
the arLa of pt'ftce, and all through TillDevelly, aa well 68 in Madura and the adjacent distriots. ehe a(!hieved &.. repu~tion 
whioh 11lrVlve8 to the preeent day &8 the greatest maker of roads,. planter of avenues, digger ')f Wfllla II.nd builder of 
ehoultries the royal h01l868 of M.adlll'&. ever produced. It baa become oustomary to attributo to her every avenue f01ma. 
anywhere in ,the lJountry. 1 have found. for instanoe. tha.t a.1l the aveUU08 in the neighbourhood of Courtallu,m are 
attributed to Mangammal~ Having done so much. she ia supposed to have done a.U." • 

• I have given in thoe Appendix extracte from Hunter', Orissa. as :regardJ the l'evenue derived by the Gangetia 
,kings iu. tAe 12th oentury and the purchasing power of silver in thOle daya. 

, The revenuee of the Mogbnl omperors appear to have been carefully investigated by Mr. Edward Thom .... 
in bis book entitled u'rbe Revenue Resources of lohe Moghul Empire.J' The partioulara available &8 regard! the rovenue 
of the 8eve~ pl'Ovinoea during the time of the Moghuls have been extracted from the article on "India" in Bunter' .. 
(;azetteer and printed in the Appendix. The figures qooted, appsar indeed fRbuloWi. Take, fOl' instance. th~ land 
revenue of Oriasa_£450,000_whlCh, allowi~g for the depreciation i»; th~ va.!ue ~ the. preoi0D;I .metala, would at the 
present day be equivalent to £3,600,noo. :rhe present area of cultlvatifln m Onssa..1 21 millioni of a~ea. If th, 
wbole a.rea had been under cultivation in the 12th century, the land taa. per acre woufd be £1-9-0; if only hall.., 

'which is more likely, it would be £2-18-6. The tax would represent a much. larger proportion of the gross produce thau 
one~hHlf. This IA8m8 likely; in the beginning of the preaent century the tax l"epretliented nearly ,the of the' grosa 
produce (LJld the cultivatOl"8 were left only the banat means of subtiistenC6 and often not even that, a poltion of the so
called ~d td being met out of the earninga from dairy.produce imd domeatie industries, luch as weavlDg, Muoh of the 
revenue conai8led of paymentil!l in kind, and ilIe Government BOld the grain at mOllopoly rates. The :revenue DOwn in 
the aooounta alao were to a gnt&t extent nomina-I and much of it probably remained unre&liled. because it was impol'l. 
aibleto realise it. Th~ fact, however, of the demand being fixed. so high as to abaorb nearly the whole of the ~ produce 
ahOWl that the Govemment took all that it oould. Even the principle laid down by the )l,mperor Akbar, who wae imm8ll8ur .. 
ably in advanee of his time, for regulating land fUlB8l8lDent will not. according to modem standards, be accepted as liberal., 
He ea.id ; _" There ehall be left tor every man who oultivatea hie 1an.ds 88 mUch as he ~uiHa 10. hi. ~wn support till t.b., ,I>W.ral be reaped, ODd that of hie IlUDitr and lor _. Thia muoh ohaIl be left 10 him; what remlWlll Ie Ill. lAAd toot 
.ad go to \he publio ~." 
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price of wheat av~roged between 186 to 2241bs. per rupee and barley 2ilillbs. per 
rupee, i.e., the priee of wheat and ~ar!ey in the end of the 16th century WIIS between 
one-su.th aud one-seventh of what It IS at present. 

9. 'I:he Hindu Shastras consigned the king, who exacted more than one-sixth or 

The devicee resorted to with a view to increase revenue. 
one-fourth of the produce, to infamy in 
this world and the tOl~nents of hell iu the 

next, but the Muhammadan law had no such scruples. The Hcdaia states: "The 
iearned in the law aUege that the utmost extent of tribute is oue-half of the actual 
product, nor is it allowable to exaet more; but the taking of a half is no more thun 
strict justice and is not tyrllnnical, because, as it is lawful to take the whole of the 
person and property of infidels and distribute them among the MUAsalmans, it 
follows that taking half their incomeA is lawful a fortiori." The hint given as to the 
lawfulness of taking the whole of the property of the inudels is of oourse 110t likely to be 
lost on the ever necessitous Muhammadan sovereigns. The Emperor Akbar aholished 
many vexatious taxes and fixed the land tax at about .one-third of the gross produce, 
but his successors re-imposed all the abolished taxes. The devices resorted to for 
enhancing taxation were inoumerable. In the provinces of Agra aud Dl'llii the money 
assessment had been fixed by TO"dar Mull at so much per beigah of 3,600 square "lis 
(each ell between 3Hi to 41 iuches) or nearly an acre; the tax was enhanced by the 
simple expedient· of reducing the beiDa" to one-third of itl! original dimensions. 

10. It is the enormous revenue which former rulers derived from land, coupled' 
~ acted b off ed '-00 with unlimited command of forced labour,: 

Tempi .. palaces ~U. or y m..... or. ~ ur. th bl d h h . • ..,. at ena e t em to execute t e stupen-. 
dous works, whether palaces, temples, anicuts or tanks, which strike us' with l 
astonishment. Tbe celebl'ated temple at Tanjore built by the CholHs in the 11th' 
century is stated to have taken 12 years to complete. The architect, who designed 
'the building and supervised its execution, was one Soma. Varman of Conjeeveram. 
A. villagp., called Sarapallam (literally the hollow at the base of the scaffolding), 
4 miles from Tanjore, is believed to be the place where the scaffolding, over which the 
block of granite, estimated t(l weigh 80 tons, was carried to the top of the tower, 200 
feet high, rested. After visiting the Sun temple at Kunarak in Orissa, Abul Fazl, the 
famous minister of Akbar, is stated to have written as follows:. " N elir to J agg'math is 
the temple of the Bun, in the erection of which was expended the whole revenue of 
Orissa for 12 years. No oneean behold this immense building without being struck 
with amazement." Dr. Hunter, in his" Orissa," mentions that the eastern entrance 
of the temple was till lately surmounted by a chlorite slab elaborately carved, and that 
its beauty tempted some English antiquarians to attempt to remove it to the Mnseum at 
Calcutta. A grant of public money was obtained for the purpose, but it sufficed only 
to drag the massive block a couple of 100 yards, where it now lies quite apart from th's 
temple and as far as ever from the shore. Dr. Hunter ~tates that the b'lildprs of the 
12th century had excavated it in the quarries of the hill states and carried it bya laud 

8 P'"" Grant's Politie&l Survey of the Northern Circa.re. Appruidix to the II Fifth Report ot of the Psrli:unentary 
COTTmitteA on Indian affa.irs published by Higginbotham, page 233. Colonel Wilh in his Hietory of Mysol'e mtlDtioD8 
20 additional t&xesimpos6d by Ohiok Deo Baj, the able ruler of Hysote in (1672-1704). Four of thB taXIIB may be m.,n
iioned here &8 the reasons given in juetificatiOD of them are very charaotmstio :-

(1) RulE",."., a ta.x upon ,traw, produced on land wbi.chluid alTead.ypaid kandaya or theregulM land to, OD the 
pretence tJtat a. share of the straw as Wf'll as of the grain belonged to Goverllment. . 

(2) B.o .Ba; W'utta is literally 10118 or difference of exchange on defeetive ooins. Deo Rnj exMted thi.s tu II a 
reimbUl'8ement. Thia wu BOOll after permanently added to the ryot'. paym8D.ta. It averaged 2 per cent. of lb.e r~gulII' 
aueaament. 

(3) BlQrg".-A potail, for example, farmed }de village or engaged for the payment of a fixed sum to Government. 
When hi' actual receipts fell shl)rt of the amount, he compelled. or induced the ryots to make good the 1088 by a propor

;tional oontribution. This contribution was called Beargee, IlDd the largest aOlOunt that wall ever oontribllted "u coUect.ed 
"under that Dame in addition to the kandaya of each ryot. .... . 

(4) Y,II,.. &mctJ.-Sunca i8 properly 8 duty on transit of goode or grain. YHre is a plough. The ryot instead of 
ClUTVing grain to where a transit duty is payable often sold it or coDsumed it in biB own village. A tall: 01 one to two gold fanillm. on each plough was imposed 88 an equivalent for the fraDrdt duty thai would have been payable OD the produce 
if it had been carried outside the village. This W&8 called :r,M" 8u"NC. 

There is of conrse something to be said fol' theae artifices r880rted to with a view to enJumne tall:ation. Where la.w is 
profeUadly balred on custOJDary ulVIges ond thf:r8 is DO dir6ct legillatioft. if the reYenue levied at eustomary rates beoome., 
owing to the fa.ll in the value of the precious metal8 or otherwise, inadf'quate. the only WRy in which CU8tom could be 
circumvented and a re--adjWJtment of taxation brought about would be the adoption of legal 8.ctiuns of eome lOR OJ" 
.otheJ'. - , 

For & lid (a long one) of tax881evied by Native 8OJ1Qeigna in. former ('.enturies see appendix to thi. memorandum.. 
A grant in reign of RfLjarajadev& Chola, A.D. 1373, mentiona reV8Pue in paddy, tau., 1Dl811 tu: for the TiUage police, 
including three handfuls of paddy, the money from water and land, the tas OD 100m8, the tax tm mope, the tAx on 
goldsmiths, the ta.~. Ajivak •• (;r.i>;IBl, the tax OIlOilmilia, tile -07 _ ths oaIe of flIh in tanIuo, ths """"",_ 
"documents, &0. . '. .J> 
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journey across swamps' and over unol'itlged rivcrs for a distance of 80 miles. It is 
evident that, to make this possible, human life and labour must have been «;Iuite as cheap 
in the 12th century as in tlie time of the Pharoahs when the Great Pyramld • was built. 
Impressment of labour for publio works was till recently resorted to even under J;JritisA 
rule, and there cannot be the slightest doubt tbat in previous centuries all public works 
were carried out by this means.. Hyder, when he invaded the Carnatic, seized many 
artisans and carried them away to his own tenitories to work there. Colonel Wilks, 
in his history of Mysore, gives an account of the frightful oppressions caused by the 
impressment of labour by Tippu for carrying out the fortifications of Seringapatam, 
where 20,000 labourers were kept employed for years. ' 

11. In Tavernier's acconnt of his travels we have a bird's eye view of the 
state of India during the reigns of Shah 

Ta .• ~mier· .. coount of the state of the coun!.ty and the J ehan and Aurangzebe when the Moghul' 
ooodition of the peoplea , 
. . empire was at the height of its pow!'r 
and glory. Tavernier was a French goldsmith, who for purposes of trade made 
five voyages between 1631-1668 to India, and resided several montbs rond even 
y"ars tbere on each occasion. He visited almost all parts of India. Masulipatam 
was in his time a great port and had the best anchorage on tbe Day of Bengal. It 
was the only plaoe from which vessels sailed for Pegu, Siam, Arakan, Bengal, Cochin 
China, Mecca, Hormuz, Madagascar, Sumatra and the Manillas. Wheeled carriages . 

. could not travel between Golgonda and Masuliplltam. It was with great difliculty 
that Tavernier was able to take a small cart to Golgouda, lind he was obliged to take it 
to pieces in several places and carry them. There were no wagons in the country between 
G.olgonda and Cape Com orin. Either oxen or pack horses were used for the .convey
ance Qf merchandizfl. But in default of chariots, says 'Tav(lI'nier, "you have the 
convenience of much larger palanquins than in the rest of India; for one is carried 
much more easily, more quickly and at less cost." Palanquin bearers were paid Rs. 5 
each per mensem, and if the journey was long and likely to occupy more than 60 days, 
they were paid at the rate of Rs. 6. The most powerful of the sove~eigns south of 
the Ganges was the Rajahof Vellore (Vijianagar dynasty), whose authority extended 
to Cape Comorin, but jn his country there was no trade. Shah Jehan reigned for 40 
years, less as a king over his subjects than as a father over his children. His dominions 
were well cultivated, but there were no roads or bridges. The journey from Surat to 
Agra occupied from thirty-five to forty days, and one had to pay between 40 and 
45 rupees for carriage for the whole journey. Burhanpore was a much ruined town, 
where, however, an enormous quantity of very transparent muslins were made and 
exported to Persia, Turkey, Muskovie, Poland, Arabia, Grand Cairo and other places. 
There was abundance of cotton in' the neighbourhood of Burhanpore. In Sironj there 
were a gre...a.!...mllnYlllill!;hant~.Jlnd artisans, and that was the reason why it contained 
Bome houses of stone anaDrick~rewas a large trade in colored calicoes called 
chite8 which were sent to Persia and Tllrkey. There was also made in this place a 
description of muslin "so fine that when it is on the person you see the .skin as 
though it were uncovered." The merchants, however, were not allowed to export 
it, and the Governor sent it all for thE!. use of the Great Moghul's seraglio and of 
the principal courtiers. Ahmedabad was· a' large town with considerable' trade in 
silken stuffs, gold and silver tapestries, saltpetre, sugar, indigo, &c. .A.t Benares, 
cottons, silken stuffs, and other merchandize were sold. The manufacturers, before 
exposing anything for sale, had to go to the person who had the Government contract 
to get the king's stamp impressed on the pieces of calico or silk manufactured,.!u . 
default of which they were fined and flogged. Patna was one of the largest towns ln 

India.' The houses, however, were not better than in the majority of other towns and 
were nearly all roofed with thatch or bamboo. In Dacca the houses were misl'rable 
huts made of bamboo and mud. Sales were conditional on payments being made in 
coins coined during the current year. Foreign coins brought into the country had to be 
taken to the king's mint and there recoined, the expenses and seigniorage both in Persia 
and India amounting to ten per cent. These regulations were, however, generally 

• Ie Senefru reigrted 1'9 rears, and his aucoe88Gr Khufu 'WBI the Cheap! of the Greek lista, the builder of the Gr-eat 
Pyramid 'at Gizeh. How he livetJ. we know but dimly, a.nd the traditions preaerved are not favorable, but he l'8Bolved to 
be buried grandly. B nman la.bour was abundant and cheap, for it was Bupplitld by mvea and captivea a.nd by the wretched 
pelll8.nuy whose oondition was little better. The huge maaae8 of atone required for the buildmg of the pymmidal tom.b 
were drag'ged from the quarries by thouBand. 9f men hameued by rope8 to the rudely construoted can and goaded 
by the whip. 01 the ta8k~maeters. It they tainted and feU, they 'WeH left to die by the wa;y-tide and other ooll8criptl 
took tbeir pla08l."-.ll,,,.., N. lnma". < 

3 
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evaded. In places where there were no money-changers, people would not take silyer 
coins without putting them in the-fire to test whether the silver was good. Bitter 
almonds and cowries were used as small change. Almonds were brought from Persia, 
and these. were so bitter that there Wll8 no danger of children eating them. Thirty
five or forty almonds went to the poiaa which was iT oC a rupee. Of cowries, from 80 
to 50 were exchangeable for a p,.iB4, according to the distanoe of the place from the 
coast. "In India," says Tavernier, U a village must be very small if it has net a 
money-changer, whom they call 8hroff, who acts as broker to make remittances of 
money and issue letters of exchange. As in general theRe changers have an under
standing with the Governors of provinces, they enhance at their will tbe rate of exohange 
of the rupee for the paisa and of the paisa for these shells. All the Jews who ocoupyl 
themselves with money in the empire of the Grand Seigniol' pasR for being very sharp, II 
but in India they \vould be scaroelyapprentitles to these money-ohangers." Merohantsl 
were frequently plundered by the rajahs ()f the territories through whioh they had to 
pass. Rajah of Kalabagh was oppressive to merchants, but since .A.urangzebe eume 
to the throne, says Tavernier, "he cut off his head and those of a large number of his 
subjeots. They have set up towers near the town, on the high road, and these towers 
are pierced all round by several windows where· they haveplaoed in eaoh the head 
of II man at every two feet. On my last journey in 1665, it was not long sinoe the 
execution had taken plaoe when I passed by Kalabagh, for all the heads were 
still entire and gave out an unpleasant odour." The dispensation of justice WIIS very 
summary and unencumbered with forms. '£hero were no jails, for the custom of the 
country was not to keep men in prison. Immediately the accused was taken he was 
examined and sentenoe pronouneed on him and executed without delay. Tavemier 
went to see .Meer JumIa, Nawab of Glrodikot, now in the Cuddapah district (Oeneral 
of the King of Golgonda'at first and subsequently of Emperor Aurangzebe), to whom he 
had shown some diamonds for sale and of whose abilities he speaks highly. While he 
was with the Nawab, it was announced that 4 prisoners had arrived. "The· Nawab 
remained silent for half an hour without replying, writing continually and making his 
secretaries write, but at length he suddenly ordered the oriminals to be brought in, 
and after having questioned them and made them confess with their mpuths the crimes 
of whioh they weI'e accused, he remained nearly an hour without saying anything and 
oontinuing to write and making his secretaries write." Among these 4 prisoners was 
one who had entered a house and slain a mother and her three infants. He was 
condemned forthwith to have his hands and feet «lut off and to be thrown into a field 
near the high road to end his days. Another had stolen on the high road, and the 
Nawab ordered him to have his stomach slit open and. flung in a drain. Tavernier 
says that he eQuid not asoertain what the others had done, but the heads of both oi
them were cut off. ·The mon who worked at- the diamond mines at Golgonda '. 
earned ·only 28. 3d. per mensem, though, says Tavernier, they were men who" 
thoroughly understood their work. The wages being so small the men did not mani
fest any soruple about concealing a stone found when they coul.l, whioh they did by 
putting it in their mouths, as they had little or no clothing on their bodies. Tavernier 
gives the following account of the peasantry and of the common soldiers: II One hundred 
of our European soldiers would soaroely have any diffioulty in vanquishing 1,000 of 
these Indian soldiers; but it is'true, on the other hand, that they would have much 
difficulty in accustoming themselves to so abstemious a life as theirs. For the horse
man, as well as the infantry, supports himself with a little flour kneaded with a little 
water and black sugar, of whioh he makos balls, and in the evening they make kiehn, . 
which consists of rice cooked with dholl in water with a little salt. When eating. 
it, they dip their fingers in melted butter. Such is the ordinary food of both soldiers 
and the poor people, To which it should be added that the heat would kill' our 
soldiers, who would be unable to remain in the heat of the SUD as these Indians do. 
I should say, en pa88ant, that the peasants have for their sole garment a scrap of cloth. 
tied round their loins, and that they are reduced to great poverty because,· if the 

,GovernQrs beoome I\ware that they possess any property, they seize it straightway by 
:right or by foroe. You may see in India whole provioces like des'lrts, from whenoo 
the peas!lnts have fled on acoount of the oppressions of the Governors. Under cover of 
the faot th~t they are themselves Muhammadans, they persecute the poor idolators to . 
the ntmost, and if any of the latter beoome Muhammadans, it is in order not to work 
any more; they become soldiers or fakirs; who are people wha make profession of 
\laving ren.ouneed th\l world and live ·upon alllls, but jn reality they are great l'lI.scals. 
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!t is estimated that there are 800,000 Mllhammadan fakirs and 1,200,000 among the 
Idolators." Tavernier was a devout French Protestant Christian, and he adds: 
" A Ithough these idolators are in the depths of blindness to a knowledge· of the true 
God, that does not prevent them from living morally well; when married, they art! 
rarely unfaithful to their wives, and adultery is very rare amClng them." . 

SBCTION H.-The condition of the Pre8idency at the end of the 18th· centltru when 
, molt of the provillreB of Southern lndia were acquired bU the Bntun. 
12. In the appendix will be loflnd extracts from official rcportsdescribing in some 

detail' the state of the country at the commencement of the present century when most 
of the provinces of Southern India came under British occupation. In the eadier· 
centuries, although the country had suffered from frequent 'wars, it had, with some 
intervals of anarchy, the advantage of a more or less settled govel'llment, In the 1Mh' 
century, however. the completest anarchy prevailed and the condition of the people' 
was miserable in the extreme. In the beginning of the century, the Moghul General 
Zulfikar Khan, wh? had command of t~e ~ayen GMt or the country betw6!ln the Kistna 
and the Coleroon rivers, was engaged ill illcessant and destructive wars for 19 years till 
the death of the Emperor Aurangzebe. .. The express statement," says Uolouel Wilks, 
"of 19 a,ctions fought and three thoiisand coss (6,UUO miles) marched by this officer in 
the COUl'Se of six months only may afford some. faint idea of the wretchednesH in which· 
the unfortunate inhabitants were involved during that period, and these miseries ·of 
war, in the ordinary course of human calamity, were necessal'ily followed by a long and. 
destructive famine and pestilence. -Within this period Zulfikar Khan appears to have 
made three different expeditions to the south of the Cauvery, levying heavy contri
butions on Tanjore and Trichinopoly." Soon after the Moghul conquest the Moghul 
power rapidly declined under the assaults made on it by the Mahrattas. When the, 
emperor appointed a jaghirdar over a tract of country, the Mahrattas appointed another, 
and both of them fleeoed the cultivators who often had no alternative left but to loove· 
off cultivating and become plunderers in their turn. 'Shortly after followed the wars' 
consequent on disputed succession to the soubah of the Decoan and the nawabship' of 
the Carnatic and the struggle for supremaoy between the English and the French. 
In the language of the" Fifth Report," when the Northern Ciroars were handed over' 
by the Nizam to tbe English in 1766," the whole system of internal management 
hild become disorganized. Not only the fotms but even the remembrance of civil 
authority seemed to be wholly lost," The Chingleput district had almost entirely 
been depopulated by the .. wars with Hyder, so much so that "hardly any other 
signs were left in many parts of the country of its having been inhabited by human 
bei'lgs than the bones of the bodies that had been massacred or the naked walls of the 
houseR, choultries and temples which had been burnt." ,. The terrible memories 
of "Hyder kahibam," or the ravages of Hyder'S oavalry, still live in stories current 
among the common people at the present day. Tanjore, which was in the possession. 
of the Nawab of Arcot in the years 1771 and 1775, was almost ruined by "his inhuman. ' 
exactions j" and, according to Rev. Schwartz, the famous Luthern missionary and ali" 
eye-witness, the people would have pre [erred Hyder'S invasion to the Nawab's occu. 
pation. In the seoond year; the Nawab extorted from the landholders no less than 81 
lakhs of rupees which is nearly double the present land revenue of the district. It 

. will have been seen from the extracts from the letters of the J eSllit II!-issionaries already' 
given that Ekojee took 80 per cent. of the gross produce as revenue, leaving only 
20 per cent. t<l the mirasidars. On the accession of Pratap Singh to the musnud the 
mirasidars' varam appears to have been 30 per cent. of ,the pisanam and 45 per cent. 
of the kar crop, and the rate for the pisanam crop was raised by him and his succes •. 
sors till it amounted to 40 per cent. in the time of Amir Singh. How little the rights of 
.the mirasidars were, owing to misgovernment, understood at the time will be se.en fl'Om 
the fact that the English commissioners, who reported on the resources of the country 
on the deposition of Amir Singh and the installation ofSurfojee under British' 
auspices, characterized tbe settlement made by Amir Sing4, fixing the Government 
6ha1'e of the produoe at 60 pnr cent. and the mirasidl!.u' varam at 40 per cent., as 
a "profligate remission." In the zemindar and poligar countries, the only limit to the 

\0 Even in the Tanjore delta a larg,s PR.rt t)f t~e population must hl\ve. died- ol lamine. In 1781, the year before 
HvdAr'lI im'I\RioDa the outtltm of crop In the TlLnJoTe dulta was 11,909,08., kalams ot paddy. In 1781-8~ the outtum 
will 1.80S.808 kttlaJDB, IUJd in J78:!-83 om, I,Q63,J22 kalarQI. 'f4e outtUfO 8'raduall)" rOS8 a.ga.in to JO;.J.16,7U kabllDJ 
iD. 1 ~96-91~ 
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exactions to which the ryots were subjected was their aJ>ility to pay; the cU8tomary 
share of the produce belonging to Government was nominally half, but additional taxes 
were levied on varioU8 pretexts, reducing the share en joyed by the ryots to i- or .,}. 
Where there were no zemindars, renters were employed especially by Mahomedan Gov
ernments to collect the revenue and these renters mercilessly liecced the people. 
Mr. Wallace, the Collector of Trichinopoly, writing in 1802, has given an account of the 
revenue administration of the district under the Nawab. The Government tax on wet 
lands was received in grain and the whole of the grain produced was a striot Government 
monopoly, 80 strict, indeed, that, if one ryot lent to another a small quantity of graiI1 for 
consumption, he was severely fined. The ryota were compelled to pay in grain eve~ the 
taxes on swarnadayam \liter.111y money-rented) or garden lands which were ordinarily 
payable in money. The grain was taken from the mirasidars I1t 7 or 8 fanams per 
kalam and sold back from the G.overnment granaries at 9 or 10 fanams per kalam. 
When Mr. Wallaoe Bettled the Government revenue he had to base his settlement on 
the prices of grain in the adjoining district of Tanjore; as the natural prioes of grain in 
the Trichinopoly district itself could not be ascertained on acr-ount of the Government 
monopoly of grain which had long been subsisting there. Of all the portions of the 
Presidency the most prosperoU8 were perhaps Malabar and South Canara, which, owing to 
their isolated position, had not suffered from frequent and destructi \Ie wars like other 
provinces. :Both these distrj.cts were, however, ruined by the exactions of Ryder and 
Tippoo, and more, especially, by the attempt of the latter to convert all the inhabitants 
to Islamism. Most of the landholders in Malabar fled to Tra vancore and Tippoo carried 
away nearly 60,000 Christians of South Canara into captivity to Mysore. Colonel 
Munro (afterwards Sir Thomas Munro J, one of the first Collectors. fl Canars, wrote : 
" Canara has completely fallen from its state of pro!tperity.. The e1ils which have been 
continually acoumulating upon it, since it became a province of Mysore, have destroyed 
a great part of its former population and rendered its remaining inhabitants as poor as 
those of neighbouring countries. Its lands, which are now saleable, are reduced to a 
very small portion and lie chiefly between the Kundapur and Chandragiri rivers and 
within 5 or 6 miles of the sea. It is not to be supposed, however, that the whole of this 
traot can be sold, but only that saleable lands are scattered throughout every part of it, 
thinner in some places and thicker in others, particularly in the Mangalore district. 
There is scarcely any saleable land, even on the sea coast, anywhere to the D9rthwartl 
of Kundapur, or any where inland from one end of Canara to the other, excepting on 
the banks of the Mangalore and some other great rivers. It is reckoned that the popula
tion of the country has been diminished one-third within the last 40 years and there 
can be little doubt that its property has suffered much greater reduction. Garisappa, 
Ankola and Kundapur, formerly flourishing places, contain now only a few beggarly 
inhabitants. Ronawar, once the second town iu trade after Mangalore, has 110t a 
single house; and Mangalore itself is greatly decayed." 

13. Dr. :Bnchanan, who travelled from the East to the West Coast in 1800, 
mentions that the country was infested by gangs of marauders to such an extent 
that "the smallest village of 1) or 6 houses is fortified. The defence of su('h a village 
consists of a. round stone wall, perhaps 40 feet in diameter and 6 feet high. On the 

-top of. this is a parapet of mud with a door-way in it, to which the only access is 
by a ladder. In case of a plundering party coming near the village, the people 
ascend this tower with their families and most valuable effects and having drawn up 
the ladder defend themselves with stones, which even the women throw with great 
force and dexterity. Larger villages have square forts, with round towers at the angles. 
In those still larger or in towns, the defences are more numeroU8 and the fort serves as 
a citadel; while the village or pettah is surrounded by a weaker defence of mud. 
The inhabitants consider fortifications as necessary to their existence and are at the 
expense of building and the risk of defending them. The country indeed, for a 
long series of years has been in a. constant state of warfare and the poor inhabitants 
have suffered too much from all parties, to trust in any." The internal trade 
was greatly restricted by the number of choukies or custom-houses existing in the 
country and the absence of a recognized currency. Every petty poligar levied customB 
duty on goods passing through his estate. In the Salem district there were no less thllD 
25 choukies on 206 miles of road or one for every 8 miles. ColonelHeade, Collector of 
Salem, in 1797, calculates that the customs duties alone levied on goods sent from Salelll 
to the coast, a distance of 150 miles, added 40 per cent. to the cost price of articles 
exclusive of the cost of carnage, and the result was that it did n9t pay to send most 
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of the articles in demand to the coast. In Salem and the Ceded distriots no less than 
40 different descriptions of coins were current, and, as most of them were not multi
ples orilub-multiples of each other, the shroffs were enabled to oheat poor people right 
and left. Tippoo Sultan used to change the value of the. coins in a very arbitrary 
manner. When he was about to pay his troops the nominal value of every coin was 
raised very high and kept at that level for a few days, and during this period, the 
soldiery were allowed to payoff their debts at the high valuation. Under the desig
nation moturpka, taxes II were levied on all artisans and laborers, and these bore hardest 
on the poorest classes, - . 

There were no courts of j ustioe, the settlement of disputes being left entirely to 
- the villagers themselves and the ~ea,ds of castes and claI).s. Eyen in the provinoe of 
'l'anjore, where, owing to its comparative prosperitY', it might have been supposed that 
the necessity for regular courts of justice would have been felt, a court was estab, 
lished by the Rajah of lanjore ouly during the olose of the last century at the sug
gestion of Rev. Schwartz. Colon!.>l Reade states : "When the district (Salem) wa~ 
ceded to the Company the -Chetties of certain castes, exercising judicial authority over 
their clients, were in the practice of levying taxes on the Pullers, a caste of husbandmen, 
on the five castes of artisans, viz., goldsmiths, blacksmiths, oarp~nters, braziers, and, 
stone· cutters, and on washer men, barbers, pariahs, Chucklers and others. 'l'he Chetties 
likewise -exacted fines for murde,., theft, adultery, breach of marriage contract, also for 
killing brahmani kites, monkeys, snakes, &c. The Government, in consideration of 
these privileges, had imposed a tax on the Chetties; but, conceiving that I and my 
assistants might administer justice with greater impartiality -than the Chetties, their 
judicial powers were. annulled and with them the tax on castes." 

14. The early reports ·teem with evidence of the extreme poverty of the vast 
majority of the agricultural classes. Dr. Buchanan states that" the peasantry here as 
in almost every part of India are miserably poor. One great cause indeed of the 
poverty of the farmtml and the consequent poverty of crops in many parts of India is 
the custom of forcing land on' people who have no. means of cultivating it." Grant in his 
Survey of the Northern Ciroars, writes in 1784 that the peasantry, "in order to carry 
on the common practices of husbandry in places where the culture is simple and the 
meanest as in the Circars, find it expedient, at the different seasons, to borrow money at 
high intp.rest in proportion to the risk incurred by. the lender, and never under two per 
cent." Sir Thomas M uuro, writing in 1797, says "many of the ryots are so poor that 
it ia always, doubtful whethe~ next year they :will be in the rank of cultivators or 
laborers and few of them so rlCh as not to be hable to be forced by one or two bad 
seasons to throw up a considerable part of their farms; ¥any of the middling class of 
ryots often fail from the most trifling accidents. The loss of a bullock, or of a member 
of the family who worked in the fields, or confinement to' bed by a fit of sickness, 
frequently disable them from paying their UB.ual rent during the ensuing year." The 
realization of Government revenue by means of torture was one of the reoognized insti
tutions'of the country and the practice indeed continued, though in a mitigated form, 
down to 18&5. Mr. Forbes, writing in that year, states that" the ryotwill often 
appear in'the cutcherry with his full liabilities in his'possession, tied up in small snms 
about his person; to be doled out rupee by rupee according to the urgencg of the demand, 
lind win sometimes return to his village, having left a balance undischarged, not 
because he could not pay it, but because he was not foroedto do so." The above 
quotation will serve to show how abject and demoralized was the condition of -the 
tLgricultural classes in those days. 

11 No leu than thirty~flve taxel of Coimbatore district were abolished by Major 'McLeod. TheBe were-(l) tax 
on potten, (2) Nama and 'Vibhuti khancha or taxes on wearing the Nama.m and sacred ash marin, (3) fees at weekly 
markets (4) tax on dye stda, (6) on ghQ8. (6) on tobaoco, (7) on heapa of grain, (8) on ohunam, (9) on vat~8, 
(10) on ~ga.ntia (11) on pack-bullOck keer81'S, (12) on danoinggirl8, (13) on labow tr.aistriea, (I.) on women comtmtting 
adultery (16) ~nta of lotue leavel. (16 on gardenl in backyards and plantationl in river banks, (17) on os.ttle 
gruing in paddy fields, (18) on young palmyra n~te, (19) on taDlB:rinds, (20) on bala.pam (p~ atone or soap etone),'(2J) on· 
betel DUta. (22) ta.z. on the Dleuurement of grtUD on the Iha~mg system. (:2~) on ():fft!rm~ at lrIahadev8IJwara malai, 
(24) lwviee for charity, (26) toea on munotiea (bees" ~26) on village fees to village ~tll~ana, (2~) on the sale of cattle, 
(28) on QIlttlo stalls, (29) on water lUte. (30) on fishing, lSI) on lOO1Il8, (32) contributlonl lened by amuldara bom 
l'yotA whenever there was any deficiency ill the amount agreed to be paid by the la.t~r to ~overn~ent, (33) contribution. 
levied for the eXpl!D8e8 of the Tah.ildar, \34) payment ot o~~ fanam by ea~ ryot ~th biB first Jnstaim-:nt of aUea&Dl8t'ti 
""d (36) plough tax (...,. Co;m_lliatriot Kannol). fitN aIao Appendix fonlist of \he tax .. levied and the ",te • 
• , which theJ were IIoSSeasad. 



SEctION III.-· The (Jwlifwn 0/ ·tke Agricultural (;la~81J1 under Britiah AJmilliBtration 
daring tke first half 0/ thf< pre8ent centuru. 

15. The bulk of the territories under th~ Government of Madz:as, with tbe exoep
tlOn of tbe N orthorn-Circars the Chingl,,-

Early land settlements 8J\d the condition of the country t· h· d f t d·' I 
during th. a ••• 30 yeo:rs of !.he c:entmy. pu Jag Jr, an a ow ra 109 sett !'nleuts, 

. were acquired hy the Engli.h between the 
_years 1792 Rnd 1803. At t.he conclusion of tbe first war with 'rippoo in 1792. the 
districtli of Salem, lJfudigul and Malabar were acqllli·lid. The second Mysore war in 
1799 added Canara and Coimbatore. In 1800 the wbole territory south of the Kistna 
and Tungabhadra rivers, comprising the districts of Cuddapah, ileIlary and Anantapur 
and portions of Kumool, were ceded by the NizlJm. In J 799 the Rajah of Tanjore 
resigned his sovereign rights over that province to the English and in 1liUl the Nawab 
of the Csmatic made over to them the districts of N eUore, N o1"th Arcot, South Arcot, 
Trichinopoly, Madura and Tiunevelly. The British power may thus be said to have 
been fully established in this Pr~idency in the begiuning of the century, the only 
territorial changl's that have since occurred being the annexation of Kumool Proper in 
1838, the transfer of North Canara to the Bombay Presidency in 1802, and the addition 
of Bba.dn1chalam and Rekapalle taluks transferred from the Central Provinces to the 
God~vari district in 1874. Previous to the mfonns in the Civil Service introduced by 

_ Lord Cornwallis, there was little to choose petween English administration and that of 
the N ati ve Princes so far as the agricultUl'8l classes were concerned. English 'II'riters 
and factors, who were paid £10 and £20 per annum and were allowed liberty to carry 
en private trade, found lhemselves suddenly transformed into governors of provinces 
and were not slow to make the most of their opportunities. Within a short time, how
ever, after Lord Cornwallis' refonns, the administration had wonderfully improved and 
a succession of great l1dministrators, among whom may be mentioned Reade, Munro, 
Graham, Hurdis, Wallace, Hodgson, Thackeray,.came to the front. 1'heir first measures 
were directed towards the pacification of the country and tbe suppression of the power 
of the poligars, who, with large bands of armed followers, plundered the country, 
committing the greatest excesses; there were in the Ceded districts alone 80 poligars, 
who had under their command 30,000 armed peons. The poligars in the Madura 
and Tiunevelly districts especially· fought desperately for their independence, but 
were -finally reduccd to submission.. Next followed settlements of-laud revenue, in 
the introduction of which many grievous mistakCII were committed. The resouroes of 
the country had been brought to the last stage of exhaustion by the previous mis
government, wars and famines, and, before there was tinJe to ascertain the true revenue 
capabilities of the several districts, orders were received from Bengal for the immediate 
introduction o:t-the permanent settlement with zemindars if such were in existence and, 
for creating zemindars where they did not exist. The Governor-General deolared that
he was ~etermined to dismiss every officell who neglected or delayed to carry out these 
orders;· The districts of Chingleput, Sall:)m and I>indigul-were divided into a numbel·· 
of mittabs and snld to the highest bidders. Most of the purchasers, after pillaging the 
)."yots, failed in the course oj a year or two and the whole settlement collapsed. The 
system of villa~eases was n,!xt tried, but with the same r6!\ult. In the Ceded dis
tricts especially, wliere-;ursupersession of the ryotwar system introduced by Colonel,· 
9.fterwards Sir Thomas, Munro, village leases were introduced, the results were disas
trous. It was expected that the villagers as a booy would agree to the leases, but, as' 
the assessment was high, the leasps were taken up by mere speculators, the renters 
were ruined, the ryots impoverished, and the villages retumed to Government. 
In the RAyadrug taluk alone Sir Thomas Munro states" nearly half the ryots bad 
emigrated, most of the headmen, were reduced to poverty, and many of them had 
heen sent to jail. The substantial ryots, whose stock Bupported the agriculture of 
the villages, were gone." The fact was that the old assessments, which were con
tinued in their entirety or with only slight reductions in the first years of British 

. administration, were excessive. Under the loose 'systems of revenue administration· 
which had prevailed under Native Governments, although the full demand was occa
~ionally realized, the ryot had a great many opportunities of cheating the Government 
of its dues with the connivance of the revenue agents. ·Under the more regular -system 
introduce4~:r the B1').tish, however, opportunities for evasion and peculation were leps 
ftequent. ~ir Thomas Munro calculated that out of Rs. 100, the value of the gros8 
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produce, the Government aSsessment was represented by.Rs. 45-12-0 and tlie expenses of 
. . cultivation by Re. 40, leaving a profit- to 
• M •. G. E. R.....t, th.COII ...... f lIasulipalam, writing the ryot of only Rs. 14-4-0.- ') The profit 

in 1819, e&tim.tee <hel-roit of the )!!O~t in tha was liable to be turned into toss not only 
.~mind .. ri villagea in e KiSbii aaJla at even 18ia.--'Hia . .. rc.""' •• ' ... _'1011 .... fur .... honda ;__ In bad seasons, which were by no means 

·Val.e of gI'DIIl prod... .. ~:o~. Po infrequent, but also in good seasons when 
....... P. the prices of produce fell. Ole was of 

Go .. rum.n' ...... m ... t .• 8
2

°7 Os 00 opinion .that to encourage culti~ti·on of DUl'bar oharges and other taxes. .,. AI 

107 3 ° land and give saleable value, the Govern-
Es:penaea of aultivatioD. . .. • <2 8 ° . ment demand should be limited to one

Ryot'. profit.. . 10 6 ° third of the gross produce, and strongly 

A. ryot·. fAmily, eonsilllting of five persnn., will eon for 
pin tt.lone RI. 33. 111'. Rulo8'll adds: .. The plough i.lf 
affi.ll'da little towanla his support. and WN'e it not &hat it 
giV6Il him .. valWlble right of pasture for his catUe and 
ground for his pumpkins he could not subsist. A single 
ab.e--bnffalo will )Oield him Rs. 8 per annum in ghee alonG, 
and the prout he derives from thie source Added. to the 
labour of his women enable him to prucure the neceasanea 
of lile, but even these aida will not always afford him the 
meane of 8ubaistence, anJ for 2 or 3 months in the year 
the fruit from his pumpkin ga.rdent mi:l:ed uJ! with his 
bunenrtilli: or a very small proportion of meat, 18 the daily 
diet of his famHy. n ~ 

Hr. llacl.ean., in. hie "MlUlual of Administru.tion" afiatea 
of the ryota of Nellore: "Historically it ia said that the 
:furman devoted tbem~ves to cattle-breeding in despair of' 
obtaini.Dg remunera.ti va prices from agriculture. t. 

urged on Government, in 1807, the desir
ability of reducing assessment on wet and 
dry lands by 25 and on garden lands by 
33j per cent) The Government, while 
acquiescing in the justice of the recom
mendation, was unable to sanction it in 
consequence of orders received from Eng
land for the remittance of an additional 
sum of a million sterling annually,' accom
panied by a threat from the Court of. 
Directors, that uuless this were done tbey 
would take the question of reducing. the 
establishmentS in their own hands. When 
Sir Thomas Munro became GovenlOr of 

Madras in IS22, he sanctioned the proposals made by himself for·the reduction of 
assessment in the Ceded district!! and granted alleviations ih other districts also. These 
measures, though they averted the further denline of the country, had, owing to 
adverse circumstaIices, little effect in improving the"condition'ofthe ryots. Within 24 

t Captain (afterwards Colonel) Walter Camp'hpll, who 
"'1\8 an eye~Wlt.nes8. describes the hornon. of the famine It.t 
llasulipatam in. Lbo oentre of the Kistna dAlta. He states: 
.. 'l'he dcecription in 'the siege of Corinth' of dogs '!n:lw
i'og hUllltlD. Bkulla is mild 88 oomp"red. with the lSCf>DeB 

of hOl'1'Or .e are daily forood to witness in our morning 
and evening rides. . . . It is dreadful to see what 
revolting fOod buman beings may 118 drive to partake of. 
Dead dogs and bOl'8eS are greedily dC'voured by these 
fiarving 1IrI1f-...ches; Rud the other day an unfortunate don· 
key having lIt:ra.yed from the fort thf'y fell upon him Jike .. 
pick of wo!ves, tore him limb from limb and devoUJ'f'ld him 
0 .. the spot." 

years there were no less than four famin~s, 
viz., those of 1799, of 1804...,7, of Hsll-I:.! 
and oflSi4. Nine years later in 1!l33-34 
occurred the famine known as the 
Guntur famine, whirh, though confined 
to a~ was more destructive in 
its effects than that of 1876-78. The 
mortality 'and suffering t caused by. it 
were terrible. In the Gunror portion of 
the Kietna district fro m one-third to half 
of the whole population perished. 

16. From 1834 down to 1854 there. was no famine of a severe type, though the 
., . country suffered from a series of una VOI'

Agncultmal dopretllllOn bet..... 183f to 1664 and.to able seasons. There was a severe a '. ....... . gn 
cultural depression on account of the I,pw 

• ~whi.:h then ruled of agricultural prqduce. This was due to causes which were 
in operation throughout India and were not merely confined to this Presidency. 
Owing to the slow deyelopnt.ent.oi expQ[.t trade and the remittance of oonsiderable 
amo~m..9jJ,pe.cie to England, the cu.iTmi'Cy Of-the country had become-quite1nsucient 
for '~ts requirements, under the altered conditions brought about by English rule, 
viz., the devt'lopment of internal traffic consequent on a quarter of a century of peace 
and the substitution of cash payments for payments in kind both in the receipt of 
taxes and the disbursements of Government. On this .subject Mr. Pedder writes:' 
"India does not produce the precious metals and can obtain her currency only in 

. exchange for exports. Before the intrnduct~on of British rule' there was' campara:
.tively little trade; much of what trade there' was was carried on by barter, and a 
considerable portion of the receipta and disbursements of Government was in kind, 
·not in cash. Hence, if the oirculating medium was limited in quantity, its 'duty,' 
.that is, the number and amount of the transactions in-which it had to be exchanged 
for goods or labour, was still more limited and prices were high. After the general 
introduction of British rule, a heavier 'duty' was thrown upon the eirculating 



medium by the extension of tr.ade, by the greater demands of the revenue for cash 
(especially of the land revenue;' assessments in kiud being converted into asses,mentS 
in coin), by the system of the British Government of poying its army and its officers 
iu money. The circulating medium could not expand to the extent demanded by this 
altered state of things; importation of bulliun was not sufficient to make up the 
amount annually withdrawn from circulation by waste, by bfling hoarded or by being 
converted into ornaments; or at any rate was not sufficient to increase the currency 
in proportion to the greater ' duty' thrown on it, while at the same time, with peace 

and a settled government, there was a 
• riM Statement of HOl'ILlond Moterial Progt'fllJO of Indio t t ' fl'·' d 

for 1882-83, Vol. I, page 1I01. For 0 more detailed ex_ grea ex enslOn 0 cu tlvahon an cons~ 
pl.nation of tho cans .. of· the f.n of prie .. b.twoon 1830 quent increase of production Hence 
and 1860, .eo oloo the Arlicl. from the Bombay Quarterly prices stead'l f II ". Th' • , d Joumal, 18.7, printed in tho .Appendix. ___ . _ I 1. e,' IS peno WRS 

. one of acu1esUfferlDg to the agrioultural 
elasses and the revenues declined greatly in several districts. 

17. In the reports of the Collectors on the state of the sev:eral districts dUl,jng 
this period, and those of the Commissioners appointed to enquire into the causes of the 
decline of the revenues in the several ports of the Presidency, we have full information 
regarding the condition of the ryots in those days, I shall here mention the prin
cipal faCts ga~h,:red from ,these repo,rts as regards typ~cal districts. Notwithstanding 
the large remissIons sanctioned by SIr Thomas Munro In the assessment of the Ceded 
districts, we find the Collector of Cuddapah, Mr, Dalzell, wriling to the Board in 1828 
as follows: ," The present system of revenue management is clearly favorable to the 
more substantial class of ryots in a degree beyond that of our predecessors (Hyder and 
Tippoo), but it. is to be feared that the case ,is difierent with the poorer cultivators. 
• • • Our system, it is true, admits of the entire remission of rent when cultivation 
is prevented or crops are actually destroyed py want of water, but it does not allow mUl'h 
for deficient crops. • • • The ljots are more in, the hands of merohants than perha ps 
you are prepared to hear. • • • The peasantry are too poor to more than keep up 
their cultivation with Takavi when tbey have met with no extraordinary losses, When 
they have met with such losses from the death of cattle or other cause, it is impossible 
to repair them witkout assistance from Takavi." 1!L!I!Ji4, however, the condition of 
the ryots in this district had c~iderab~t:<>ved, The orders of t,he ~ourt of Direc
tors allowing to the .ryots the fulf benefits of the improvements to land carried out by 
them at their own expense had led to the construction of substsntial wells and the 
increase of the produce of lands irrigated by them. The cultivation of indigo had 
increased and "the poorer ryots had been assisted by advances by European firms and thus 
fresd from the clutches of usurious money-Iendem. Sir Thomas Mnnro estimated the 
value of indigo exported in} 805 from the Ceded districts at Rs. 4,37,500. The ,!lxports 
in 1851 from the Cuddapah district alone were valued at Re, .13,75,182, notwithstanding 
the fact that the price uf indigo had decreased considerably since 1805, The cultivation 
of sugareane had also considerably increased, the exports of jaggery in 1851 amount
ing to 11 lakhs of maunds. The trade of the district was, however, much hampered 
by want of roads. The Collector writes in 1852: "At present the journey to Madras 
is dreaded by the ryots, and they objeot to allow their cattle to be employed in convey
ing indigo and other produce to the Presidency where it is required for shipment to 
Europe, The small number of carts and the heavy rate for carriage together with 
the small quantity that can be plBlled on the loaded cart on account of the badness of 
the road act as a prohibition to the export of the various kinds of oil-seeds, &c" which 
would find a ready market in the ports of the sea 008st. In the neighbourhood of the 
Presidency I am informed that fiO or 55 maunds t of 251b,) is the usual cart-load, whilst 
here; with good,bullocks, under 40 can only lie placed in a cart. The hire per gow 
of 10 miles in the south'is 8 annas, whilst here not less than 10 annas is accepted and 
they demand often 1 rupee, The hire from Cuddapah to Madra/! has of late been as high 
as 20 and 24 rupees which raises the hire of cart per gow to the exorbitant sum of 
about Rs, 1-8-0, nearly tripling the current rate in the south." In th, Bellary district, 
on the other hand, the ryots had made no progress. The incidence of the land revenue 
assessments, notwithstanding Sir Thomas Munro's reduotions, continued, owing to the 
heavy fall in the prices of produce; oppressive, while this district enjoyed no special 
advantages like Cuddapah in regard to good subsoil water-supply, aDd extension of 
iotligo cultivation. ,Mr. Mollor,the. Collector, reported in 1845: "The universal .. ' 
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complaint and th\l rcquest of the ryots is to be allowed to reduce their larms, Ii. eonvincoi 
ing proof that cultivation is not profitahle. Land has never been saleable. Ryots; 
fon;nerl! substantial and ca~able of .laying out thE>~r capital on the lands aud liquidating' 
thelI' Clrcar demand, reservmg theU' produce uutil they could meet a favorable price._ 
are now sunk in debt, bearing heavy interest, entirely subject to their oreditors; Ilnci 
were it not for the aid of the 'Collector through his revenue subordinates, one-half;·ol'\ 
at least one· third of thc highly assessed lands would ere this have been thrown up,' 
:Uusbandry is. not carried on efficiently, and consequently the land seldom returns what. 
~t ought and 18 capable of. The number of puttah holders has increased, but they arll' 
a poor class who seek a maintenanoe only in husbandry with less spirit, and by no, 
means to be compared with the substantial farmers who have fallen into difficuttiea 
and disappeared from the rent roll of the district. With regard to food and raiment> 
the majOJ'ity of them are poorly clad and ill-fed, and it is ~mpossible to arrive at any. 
other conclusion thaJ!. that poverty is the cause. It is no new dootrine. j Sir Thomas, 
Munro declared that the ryots of the Ceded districts were the poorest of the Company'!! ' 
subjects." Writing in 1~51, or six years luter, Mr .. Polly gives the following account. 
of the Bellary ryots: "I find that out of the whole body of farmers only ·17 per cent. 
are, in what may be termed, to be good cil'cumstances, substantial ryots who have capital· 
enabling tlIem to discharge their kists witlIout recourse to the money-Iendtlr. About 
49 per cent. are obliged to borrow money by mortgaging their crops and stock andl:l* 
per cent. are obliged to sell their crops as soon as reaped and even their stonk to pay: 
theirldsts." llajahmundry, i.e., the present GoWivaridistrict, which may now be said
to be the g;}rden of the Madras Presidenoy, appears, from the report of Sir Hem'Y Mont, 
gomery in 1844, to have been on the verge of ruin. Of the ten years between 1831-1840, 
1831 and 1832 were famina years, in J835, 1836 and 1837 the season is described air 
"unfavorable," and in 1838, 11139 and 11140 as "calamitous." The populat~on which 
in 1830 had been 695,016 had decreased in 1840 to 533,836. The closing of the 
Government weaving factories in consequence of the abrogation of the CompanY'IJ! 
trading privileges in 1833 had .thrown large numbers ot weavers out of employment, 
and money totlIe extent of 7 lakhs of rupees on an average per annum, which was. in 
circulation in connection with the maintenance of the faotories, was wit·hdrawn. .The 
value of.exports of piece-gcods had decreased from &.9,74,071) to Rs. 1,59,312. 
Notwithstanding a series of bad harvests, prices of grain continuously declined owing 
to the competition of cheap rice from Arrakan. Of the condition of the ryots under the 
zemindars Sir Henry Montgomery writes: "The system .of management was formed 
on the sole principle of extraoting from the ryots the utmost pussible amount of present 
revenue. In adverse seasons all that could be taken of the ryots was claimed onthlll 
part of the.zemindar whose demand purposely exeeededthe means of the'ryots ill 
ordihary seasons. In years of abundsnt produee, tlIe deficiency of bad seasons wall 
made good, so tlIat in either. case the ryot was left but tlIe barest means of 
subsistence. ,; • • TheVisabadikist, whioh remained ·the standard .beriz, Wall 
itself immoderately heavy, exceeding the possible means of ordinary .collectiona and 
not likely to be equalled. in· extraordinarily favorable times, by the over-rated value 
of the gross produce which itself was also ovelr-estimated. It served, h9wever, for g 
never-failing pretext for the demand of balances; or against those who, by industry: 
6r any fortuitous circumstances, procured the means of .answering it in part, and\Va~ 
with this view continued." He, however, adds: "Though a grievQus and oppressiv4iJ 
dependence of the;ryotcharaoterized tlIe managementofzllmindars .. and pI:oprieto;rs, 
yet the pressing wants of the ryots were in some ·degree seasoanbly supplied.. .Cul~~ 
vation was compulsory a!ld maintained- by. seasonable advances, and. though, thll- ryot 
was left little more than what was absolutely necessary for his maintenance, some 
care was taken against thq discouragement .or,agriculture by. his distress... Sir 

. Henry Montgomery recommended tlIe construction of the Godavari anicut, and from 
1844 the condition of the· district .rapidly progressed j from tlIat y.ear' the seasons 
began to improve; French ships flocked to Cocanada for cargoes of grain, and the 
large expenditure on public works afforded labour to thousands of the w.orking 
classes. . Sir Walter Elliot's report on Guntur shows that the terrible ialJline of 1833' 
had utterly prostrated the dislrict,and the epidemic which broke out in the following 
yesr and prevailed to Buch an extent that "' a man in perfect health was hardly to be 
Been anywhere," rendered the recovery of the co.untry impossible for a long series oj 
yea.rs even under the most favorable circumstances. InN ellore, the ryots had become 
.' . 5 
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impoverished by the low prioes of grail;J. which rulod. Indigo cultivation wall 
tolerably remunerative, but sugarcane cultivation had entirely ceased, owing to ita 
inability to· compete with jaggery imported from the Ceded districts. The totnl 
oropped area of the district had, however, risen from 244,319 acres in 1801 to 
389,802 acres in 1850. Garden lands had entirely ceNsed to be cultivated owing to the 
increased pressure of the assessment oonsequent on the. f411 in the prices of grain. As 
regards"N orth Arcot, the Colloctor, Mr. Borirdillon, reported: "The ryots Bre in worse 
condition tliiii1they were at the beginning of the century" However this may be; 
their present condition is indubitably bad and must be improved. The great body. 
of them are certainly poor; their food is deficient in· quantity as well as coarse; their 
clothing is scanty and poor, and their dwellings extremely mean j all this combined 
with gross ignorance." The unequal pressure iJf the assessment had the effect of 
throwing all lands of the better qualities out of cultivation. The Collector of South 
Areot, however, writing in 1840, gave a somewhat more favorable account of the ryots 
inhis district .. The popUlation in 20 years had increased from 455,020 to 591,667; 
and cultivating ryoti! from 60,000 to 90,000. The prioe of labour had increasod 
by 25 per cent. In the use of spring carriages, fine oloths, the style of houses, 
furniture and ornaments, there were indioations of improvement. Agriculture was, 
howevpt, in a backward condition owing to heavy and uncqual assessment and two- . 
thirds of the cultivable lands were waste.· Tanjore did. not suffer to the same extent 
ftS other distrbts from agricultural depression owing to the improvement of irrigation 
workS and increased production, the extension of oommunications alld thl.' growth 
of an export trade in grain with Madras and Ceylon. As regards the Coimbatore 
'district, the Collector writing in 1840 remarks that of the last ten seasons nine had 
,been bad ones, and that the land revenue had fallen in consequence. There was not 
muoh variation in the value of the trade in piece-goods. The trade inc08rse piece
goods exported to Bombay had improved, but that in nne goods had been annihilated 
1>y English manufactures. Prices of agricultural produce had risen owing to a succes
"sion of bad seasons; TheY..!$es gtJa_bour had also risen. ., In India" the ( ol1ector 
remarks" greater income does not lea:al'o-improvement in the style of living, bot 
Increase of expenditure on marriages and religious ceremonies and in feeding poor 
relations." Bandies were coming into use ;,30 years before they were not used bv 
merchants. Money was said to be more easily procurable than before j the rate of 
.'interest oli loans was from 12 to 18 per cent., while formerly the rates were from 24 to 
"30 per" cent. on the security of jewels or landed property. . In Malabar the population 
had increased from 465,594 in 1802 to 1,165,489 in 1837. The value of exports of 
cotton goods, which were manufactured in 'Coimbatore, Salem, Madura and Tinnevelly 
'districts increased from Rs. 4,303 in 1804 to Rs. 22,8,1,000 in 1837. The price of 
labour had not increased with the increase of cultivation. This result was due tei the 
increase· of population and cheapness of grain. The improved state of communications-:. 
roads and navigation, and the introduction, though on a small scale, of pack bullocks 
and carts reduced the cost of carriage of goods to 50 per oent. of what it was 20 or 30 
years before. The Collector remarks that cheap prices inoreased the consumption of 
lUJ1:1iries and ameliorated the condition of the lower orders. Taking the Presidency 
as a whole~ however, there can be no doubt that between 1830 and 1850, and more 

. especially between 1835· and 1845,· the condition of the agricultural olasses wail 
'wretched. For detailed particulars l'('garding the income and the style of living of the 
different classes of ryots, reference may be made to the account of Mr. Bourdillon· 
printed as appendix to this memorandum. 

18. The principal measures adopted by Government during this period for the 
.. " . " development of the country and the ame" 

The m •• omretI taken I~ .... eIiora.te th. cond.l.oD of "Yolo Horation of the condition of the agricul-
and t.he ItBte of commumcatlonl. • . 

. tural classes were (1) the abohtIon of the 
sayer duties and of the duties on interportal trade; (2) the abolition of the tobacco 
monopoly in South Canara and Malabar and of a large number of petty and vexatious 
imposts j' (3) the relinquishment of the right claimed by former Governments to tax 
improvllments to lands carried out 801ely at the expense of the land-holders j and (4) 
the construction of the Cauvery, the Godavari and the Kistna anicuts. Sir Charlel!l 
~revelyan'8 fumons report on the sa~er orinland_~l'llnsit ~u!illBi1!.l8M, con~in~ a 
graphio acco1illt of the frightful. oppressIOns suffered by the people and the demorahzatlO.n 
caused by the levy 6f these duties; "U we were to encourage 'swamps," says 611' 
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Charles Trevelyan, "0\' accumulate mountains between the different districts of the 
oountry, we could· not paralyse their industry so effectually as by this scheineof 
finance." These duties were abolished in the Madras Presidency in 1844 or ten year~ 
after the issue of Sir Charles'1'revelyan's report. In the report of the Public W9l'ks 
Co!Jlllli!!sion in 18!j~, we have an account of the8tate of communioation$ and of the 
measures taken to improve them. .At the time when. most of the districtswera 
acquired by the British, says this report, "there was not one complete road througb;; 
out the whole Presidency on which it would have been possi~ to employ wheeled 
carriages; their use was therefore very limited, and the distant traffic of theoountry. 
had nowhere the advantage of theru. Trncks were used by those who collected stone 
for the dams and the tank embankments, and in some localities the harvest was 
brought in by carts upon wheels either formed of 1I0lid pieces ot timber or cnt· from ... 
single block of stone. These carts were drawn by several pairs of bullocks and carried. 
nearly a ton, but they were never used for distant journeys. Even the main streets 
of the largest towns were nllt practicable for wheels, and when the most wealthy used 
light carriages, they rarely left the precincts of their villages. The only 'made 
roads,' if they des('ll"Ve the name, were the mountain passes which in the later warS 
were opened for the passage oi"artillery, but they had generally been destroyed by the 
monsoon rains bcforA the country came into the possession of the Company. The only 
proof of the attention to the great roads was to be seen in the fine avenues of trees; 
which in some districts measured several hundred miles in length; but as the road
ways beneath them never had been properly formed or drained, and bridges haeJ not 
been built or care taken to keep the pathway practicable. they were roads no longer; 
but in most cases from being worn down by former traffic and washed by the. rains 
of the monsoon, they had become the drain of the country that they passed and were 
80 muoh ll),ore rugged than the land on either side that their only use was as a guide 
to travellers who took a course as nearly parallel 8S the ground permitted:" Prior to 
1823; the English Government also had. paid little or no attention to the improvement 
of communications, and its efforts in that direction up to the date of the report of the 
Public W o~ks Commission had been f~eble and interJDittent. The Commissioners 84t.9 
that" in 1840 there were !LIlO miles of road called made road, but a large part of i:>ve~ 
this small extent was totally unbridged and totally unmade, consisting of traoks OVer 
a firm soil not considered to need making for the light traffic then using them;" that, 
with the exception of the districts of Salem, Madura, Tanjore and South Canars, the 
roads in the other districts were practically impassable during the rainy season; and that 
in most parts "the tracks by which the carts travel had never been made or improved, 
but are such as the carts are able tl> strike out for themselves, winding their way as 
best they can through the natural obstacles of .the country, which~ are in. some parts 
greater, in others less; in some parts rocks and ~hillB, in others s.wamps and muddy 
streams, in others, rice fiats and irrigation channels .• " "Through, or round, or over 
these various difficulties" add the Commissioners "the carts find their way ils they 
can, changing their line from time to time at particular points, as the old tracks there 
beeome impracticable and gradually deviating more and more from a straight line. 
On such roads the carts can only carry one· third of the load that they could on a good 
road and travel one-half the distance in a dny, and there are many days in a year in 
which they cannot travel at all, and all perishable geods, sugar, cotton and even grain 
are much exposed to damage." In illustration of their remarks, the Commissioners 
give the following particulars extracted from the accounts of II. Madras merchant 
regarding the grcat saving effected in the cost of carriage of. goods from Madras to 
Wallajahnllgger_ great centre of trade in those days-by the gradual improvement 
of the road between the two towns :-

In 1823 the hire of a cart from Wanajllbnnggel' to Madras--il distance of 70 miles-
carrying 87, maunds or 900 Ibs. was Rs. 7- ·0·0 or &S. 17-6-9 per ton. 

In 1835 do. do. do. Rs. 6-10·0 or.Rs. 16-/;-4 " • 
IIi 1837 do. do. do. RB. 5- 0-0 or Rs. 12.7-1 " 
IIi 1844 do. do. carrying 1,000 lb •. was Re. 4- 8·0 or RB. 10-1-8 •• 
In 1847 do. do. do. Re. "" 0·0 orR •. 8-15·4 .. 

• In 1801 do. do. carrying 1,600 lbe. was RIo. 3-10-0 or R •• 5. 1.2 " 
The Commissioners, among whom were Mr. Bourdillon and Sir Arthur Cotton, 

earnestly drew the attention of Government to the e~ten~ to· which the trade of ·the 
'country ~ being hampered by the want of commuDlcatlons, ·and urged that ,much 
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greater and more strenuoWl efforts should be made Cor their improvement than had been 
done in the past. Another important question to which the Commissioners drew 
attention was the system of corvell or impre!!Sment of labour for public works. Their 
inquiries showed that there was no district in which labour was not obtained more or 
less by compulsion. " Little coercion is actually UlIed," say the Commissioners, "but 
it is known that it will be used if required, and indeed the work people themselves 
from long custom consider themselves under a sort of obligation to work for Govern ... 
ment on the established terms, but where the remuneration is inadequate. they work: 
unwillingly and slowly." The Commissioners then recount the vanoWi ways in which 
the labourers were cheatell of the wages due to them jIst, the rate allowed was toC) 
low as in Madura where it was fixed at one·third of the rate paid by private persons ; 
~ndly, the device of short measurement was adopted and the work done was under
valued; 3rdly, artificers, bricklayers in particular, were often required to leave their 
towns, where they could get constant work, to go to a distant part of the taluk, to be 
separated from their friends and t.o submit to privations; (thly, there was great delay 
in payment i and 5thly, much of the wages entered in the accounts as having been 
paid was never really received by the labourers 11'40 submitted to varioua deductions, 
which had become customary, in favour of officers empfoyed on or about the work and 
in the disbursement of the money. 

SECTION IV.~Na"atiue oj the principallacl8 bearing on the conditl'on 0/ the Agr"cu~ 
lural Clas8" from the middle 0/ the pre8eiJe century to the pre8ent time. ' 

19. There was a fa!1line in 1854, but it was restricted in its effects to the district 
. Th ....... tion of the period .1 agricultural d.~re .. ion of Bellary and was not of long duration; 

and the commOllcemen~ ofa period of pnJOperi'1 and intemal 'the chief losses were in cattle,four·fifths 
uforma. .of which are stated to have died, The 
agricultural depression from which tlie country was suffering came to an end about 
this time, and a period of great prosperity for the,.agricultural classes commenced: 
For this there were severareausiiiJ;-·,-The -discovery of gold mines in Australia anlfCiili
lomia had increased the demand for IndiancommoditreBiil European countries whose 
stocks of gold had been enlarged, and this movement was accelerated by the Crimean 
war which stimulate.d exports of jute, and oil-seeds and by the cot!on famine in England 
caused by the Amencan war, whICh mcreased the demand for IndlBn cotton enormously ~ 
The merchandise exported from India, whioh· amounted to only 1St millions sterling· 
in 1840-41, rose to 68 millions in 1864-'65. The result was a great influx of silver into 
India which she was able to obtain on advantageoWi terms in exchange for her commo
dities,as the cheap new gold had, to II considerable extent, taken the place of silver 
in European countries and made the latter metal available for export to this country~ 
Further, about this time loans on a large seale were raised in England for the ,construc
tion of publiQiyorks, }'or railways alone, 90 lIlilIronswere raised, and it is calculated 
that more than half this sum was remitted to India for payment of wages· to men 
employed on the works, The influx of all this money enabled India to replenish her 
insufficient. currency and the prices of Indian produce rose to nearly three times of what 
they were in the years immediately preceding 1850 •. This period was also remarkablEi 
for the great reforms carried out in the internal administration of the country, whicb: 
gave a greatimpetWi to the extension of cultivation and trade. The land assessmentS' 
were red~ced.wherever they were found to be hE-avy, and notably in Bellarj,~orth 
AroOt, . South Arcot, Trillhinopoly and Kurnoo!. The effects of these reductions under 
the stimulus of high,prioes, were 'almost immedistely felt on the acreage under cultiva
tion and the amount of revenue. In South Areot seven lakbs of rupees, amountin~ 
to nearIy.one-third of the revenue on cultivated lands, and 8i lakhs on waste,lands 
~ere remitted in 1854. The .area under cultivation the very next year rose from 
632,180 to 810,707 acres. _ The Collector reported in 1857 that" the demand for fresh 
land since the reduction of assessment, and especially where the redulltion was most 
liberal, had been very great j that the relief had given a decided impetWi to industry ; 
that the condition,oi the people had been indisputably improved, as was evidE-nt from 
the' substantial houses they were building in every' direction and by the independent 

, manner inwhioh they deported themselves; and that labour was in great demand and 
emigration to Bourbon had ceased." The Collector of Kuroool in the BamB year statei 
that .mce the reduction of assessment, cultivable lands had become every :reI!!' more 
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difficult to obtain, that the revenue came in readily, and that wells, topes of trees and 
indigo vats WCI'e increasing in number. Similar reports in regard to the favorable 
turn in the circumstances of the ryots were received from other Collectors also. The 
Collector of Godavari reported in 1869, "it is very gratifying to me to be able to bear 

. testimuny to the rapid increase of prosperity among the people of this district. This 
has been perhaps more especially apparent during the last two years and ·is accounted 
for in various ways-by the grelcl~ Ii~mand for labour, by the great increase in the rate 

'of wages and in the prices of all' commodities-ana. in the generul appearance of the 
people. The high prices of all kin.ds of agricultural produce during the last few years 
may have aided in obtaining this result; but that the ma.4l cause lay in the work at 
Dowlaishweram DO one can, r think, for a moment doubt." In the Coimbatore district 
the relinquishment by Government of the right to tax improvements to land effeoted 
by the }'yots had led to a great extension of cultivation. Mr. E. B. Thomas, who per
haps had done more to develop the resources of this district than any other Collector, 
wrote in 1866, "a great many new wells continue to be dog in punjah fields, and 
some of the old. deserted and exhausted wells are being opened, and fences restored; 
and garden crops are again appearing on fields long waste, some 30 or 40 years. A 
great proof of the practical value and policy of the garden remiss~ons is exhibited in 
lands (fit for new wt'lls or with old wells in them) hecoming more saleable, and disous
sions now arising on old dormant claims to lands long since waste." Again in 1667 he 
said, "the district only wants rain. With a moderate assessment and inost of the 
oppressive taxes relieved, the moturpha alone remaining, improvement and investments 
of capital now encouraged, the. district holds up through this the fourth successive bad 
year of short rain. During the last 4 years, 18 inches of rain in the 12 months have 
been the maximum; this year there were only 16 inches and the land is parched, 
the crops Bcanty, wells, nearly dry and cattle dying for want of grass and water in 

. large numbers i but with good prices, great industry lind much energy among the cultt.: 
vating class, the rental, notwithstanding, keeps up and is collected without oppre88ion 
or any balanllEls to speak of." The testimony ·afforded by the reports of the'Collectors 
.in other districts in regard to the improvement in the condition of the agricultural 
eiasses which had set in about this time is equally emphatio. The ryots were g~anted 
eomplete freedom in the matter of taking up lands or relinquishing .them. Numerou.s 
petty and vexatious imposts, grouped under the general head of moturpha, were .abo
lished. The titles to inams or favorably assessed llinds were placed on a secure basis. 
The Settlement Department was organized with the professed object of alleviating the 
.heavy burdens on Ilind and of removing inequalities in the assessml:nts,. The revenuil 
remitted between the years 1844 to 1860 in consequence of the above measures 

. . amounted to 68 • lakhs of rapees.. As a 
~ A d~lail.d state",!"" ohowing the roven". remitted ia consequence of the recommendations of 

prmted In !.he appendi>.. h P bl' W k C '.. al t e u 1C or S omm1SS10n ready 
l'eferred to, great.er atte!ltion was paid to the maintenance of irrigation works and the 
construction of roads, rail WIlYS and canals: The system of impressment of labcur for 
·Government works and the payment of discretionary wages was abolished. A new 
Police force wa. •. organized, whioh, whatever its shortoomings when jndged by II high 
standard of efficienoy, is incomparably superior to the unspeakably corrupt Police 
.which it superseded; and the magistracy were relieved of police duties. In conse, 
.quence of the revelations of the Torture Commi88ioners .. who submitted their report in 

. 1866, the employment of illegal pressure ~ 
t See ""traots from the report gi •• " in the appendb:. • h . and coerClOn, t wether III the collection 

·of Government revenue or detection of crime, was prohibited under stringent penaltieS' . 
. The revenue and magisterial establishments were revised, the taluk and village ac
counts were simplified, and a 'scheme of examinations for qualifying for public: service 
was brought into force in view to. securing the services of . a. 1110re honest and capable 
olus of officers tha.n werA available under the old: regime. -.A:1l these reforms, it will 
be seen, were in the direction of freeing the ryots from 'official dependenoeand. 
trammels, while at the same time affording them every. facility by the improvement 
·of communications to take the prod urAl to the best markets. Owing to the operation 
of the economio causes and the administrative improvements above l'eferreilto, both' 
'Cultivatien and trade increased enormously and the agricultural and trading classes 
-enjoyed great prosperity. The ryots in the single district of Bellary made Ii million 
.. terling by the sale of .cotton in the 3.years of the American war. There was a' 

. 6 
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inaterial improvement in the condition of non-agricuItUl'lllluhourers also, as, owing to 
the construction of·several railways and .other public wllrlts, the demand for labour 

. was great and continuous, and the rise in wages kept pace with tho rise in the price of 
food-grains, the old system of impressment of labour at discretionary wages having, 
as already stated, beeD swept away. . The Board of Revenue, Madl'll8, instituted care
ful inqvmes in.1863 regarding the rates of wages prevailing in the several distriots 
in their relation to the prices of food-grains, The results were as follows. Agri
cultnrallabourers continued to be paid generally in kind and, therefore, the increase 
in the prico of. food. did Dot materially affect their condition. Payment in motIeJl 
was very rare, and, where it obtained, the rates of hire had more than doubled. 
Grain wages also had in some instances risen, though not. in the same ratio as the 
payment in money. In consequence of the greater demand for labour, the condition 
of the agricnltural labourel'S had not deteriorated, but on the contrary had generally 
improved; and this was no less the case with other classes of labourers, whoso wages 
had fully kept pace with the enhanced price of food, being in some cases doubled 
and trebled. A carpenter who would have received 4 annas before the rise of prices 
would not take less than 6 or 8 annas, while the hire of the common cooly had I'isen 
from 2 or 3 annas to 4 annas a day. The Board considered that this state of things 
was a satisfactory indication of the generally improved circumstances of the pl·ople. 
The only class which suffered by the high prices :was the lower Government officials 
who, notwithstanding the recent enhancement of their salaries, were in no case better, 
and generally in a considerably worse position than before. Mr. Dalycll, writing in 
1866, estimated that the ryot was in twioe as good a position as he was in l854. His. 
remarks on the condition of the general mass of the population have been extracted 
in the appendix. 

20. There was a drought again in 1865 and 1866 alloftlong the East Coast of the 
The .... tion. Presid~ncy to the. north of Madras and 

extendmg as far -mland as the Mysore 
plateau, the area affected being about 43,000 square miles and the population 6 millions. 
The effects of the famine were most severely f"lt in thtl Ganjam district on account 
of its cgmparatively isolated position; in the Ceded districts, however, in which the 
ryots had made large gains owing to the high price of cotton which ruled during the 
years of the American war, the famine was comparatively- mild. The period of high 
prices continued till about 1870 when there was a sudden reaction. The loans for 
public works, which caURed the influx of silver into India, ceased, and remittances 
of large surna to England for the payment of Home charges and the interest on loans I 
already contracted became necessary, and on account of these and other causes I 
prices fell beavily. There was considerable uneasiness caused also by the cOnUwal 
increase of taxation, whicb, though lighter than it was before 1850, was still severely 
felt, as the increase synchronized with a period of falling prices. The fact was that 
the inflated prices Clf the years of the cotton famine had led to extravagance and 
when the reaction came, theryots were Unable to adapt themselves to the altered 
conditions. In the Bombay' Presidency especially, the agricultural classes, finding 
tbat their lands had acquired value, borrowed largely on them from Marwadi 
soukars, and the repeal of the usury laws and the enforcement by the Civil Courts 
of extortionate l'A>ntracts without considering whether the terms agreed to were equit
able, had led to distress and riots. In the Madras Presidency, however, the agri" 
cultural classes who were not in the hands of soukars to the same extent did not 
suffer similarly, . but that they felt considerably upset even in the comparatively 
prosperous district of Tanjore will be evident from the following remarks of the 
CoUector of that district extracted from a report written by him in ]871. He 
remarks" so long as prices ruled at between double and treble the commntation rate, 
and pro tanto reduced the Government demand to between one-third. and one-half of 
wilat it used to be, the Tanjore mirasidar could well afford to pay his kists in advance 
and at the same time indulge in the luxuries of litigation as well as in a high style of 
living. A deficiency in the outturn of his harvest was then a matter of Comparative 
indifference to him... Now, however, a marked decline in prices has considerably 
altered this state of things. Not even the wealthier landed proprietors esoaped the 
process of distraint under Act II of 1864 this year, and it is ... fact that in April 
and May, the montha of heavy kists, jewels Clf no smal~ vlllue came into the money 
market for loans. which were obtained on 12 and, in several instances, as much as 
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24 per oent. interest. I, of course, do not mean to say that the Government demand 
does not, on the whole, now leave a liberal margin of profit to the mirasidars.; for, a8 

·market prices still average 70 per cent. over the settlement commutation rate,they., 
must be able to gain 80 much more beyond the melwaram share as originally fixed; but,· 
this estimate of profits holds good only as regard8 the well irrigated delta taluks. 
There are parts of the district, especially those situated at the remote ends of irr~gation 
channels, where irrigation is from its nature precarious, and the present"systom of con, 
servancy under the direction of a highly nentralized, but in point of strength utterly, 
inadequate. professional agency is necessarily inefficient. In such parts there can be, 
no q ueation that the recent prices' of agricultural produce have alone enabled the, 
landholders to punctually discharge the Government dues." The decline in prices, ! 
however, benefited the landless classes whose ,!,agcs had ~isen duri~g th.e yoarsof h~gh\' 

• N",,-An .-.:\ of the reporta of Oollectors and pl'loes, but ~~d notdechn? w~cn the prlC~B 
other ~lBce\'8 i;n ~g&rd to the condi,;"n of agricollura! fell., InqUll'le8 - were IDstltuted at thIS,. 
cl ...... lD Ig72 .. g1V8n In the. appeodlx. time by the Govl'rnment of India regarding, 
the pressure of taxation. The Board of Revenue reported" there can be no doubt that 
there is' a teeltng-of unl'.asiness and perplexity abroad among the tax-payers which ie, 
strong enough to warrant grave auxiety. This feeling is the result DJ)t so much of 
the natul'il or weight of the tsxes as of the rapid changes in the law which have been 
taking place of lute years. When II tax is new it is bitterly Mt, but as the people get 
more and more used to it, their dissatiid'action wears away. The great bulk of the 
population being engaged in agriculture, the cultivation statistics, which are record~d 
with great minuteness, would sbowif the burden of taxation were too great, but there 
is no evidence that this is the case. Un the other hand, any considerable fall in the 
prices of produce would make the burden unbearable, and it may· safely be said that 
the load cannot be increased or evel! shifted without danger." • The Madras Govern
ment expressed a similar opinion. It remarked "with the exception of the income
tax, in condemning which there is II very general consensus of opinion, comparatively 
little soreness seems to bo felt_ in the country. at any existing Imperial taxation. 
The stamp duties perplex the people and probably would produce more with less an
noyance, were the pchedules framed on some more easily intelligible principle. The 
system iJ-ritstes, but the tax cannot be called bUl'deusome on the masses. The rise in 
prices of late years has indirectly tended to alleviate the burdens on the land, whether 
for local or Imperial purposOl', ,while the concurrent improvement.in wages has 
prevented the increase in prices from telling hardly on the lower classes. The salt
tax has probably in this Presidency been raised te the highest point at which it will 
not injuriously affect consumption. The greater facilities for carriage afforded by the 
extension,of railways has, doubtless, tended and" must continue to reduce the, tax to, 
the inland consumer, but consumption is nevertheless not increasing proportionately: 
with the increase of wealth and population. The -tax, however, being an indirect 
one, is not likely to be the subject of complaint unless enhanced to a prohibitive 
rate, but it is deserving of seriolls consideration whether it is not now so high all 
to be a financial mistake in this Pl·esidency. The other Imperial taxes, except thli 
income· tax, do, not seem to call for remark; but as regards this .latter tax, the 
opinions collected are almost universally condemnatory ,of it, not EO much as being 
in its present form felt as a heavy burden, but as being unequal in incidence and 
incapable of fair adjustment, as calculated to demoralize'those w)lo assess and those 
who pay, as aggravating the burden of municipal taxation, as maintaining a feeling of. 
distrust as to the financial policy of Government. ;.. • • The experiment of 
local taxation is of much more recent introduction and the time has not yet arrived 
for formiog a just judgment as to its merits. It cannot be doubted that the pressure 
of this taxation is more severely felt, and it must be Ilonfessed that the house-tax, as 
a method of providing funds for elementary education beyond the limits ,of munici_ 
palities, is at present regarded with strong dislike by the great majority of rate-payers .. 
. The application of the tax up to the present time has been comparatively limited 
and its exteosion will be gradual and cautious." . 

21. Before the country had time to reoover from the shock caused by the sudden 
I!'ami .. of 1876-78. fall in p~ceB ~elow' th~ in.fl.ated level they 

had· attallled ID the SIxties, by the new 
and unfamiliar forms of taxation and by the succession of laws issuing, out of the 
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legislature, it was visited by the famine 01 1816-73, the most terriUle in point of 
magnitude, int~nsity and duration, that was known for upwllrds of a century. This 
calamity was the result of a drought extending over three successive years and affect-
ing a tract of country containing 200,000 square miles and a population of 86 millions, 
and no country which is purely agricultural can, of course, Elxpect to make head 
against a disaster on such a scale. 'l'he area which sutlered in the Madras Presidency 
alone was 74,000 square miles containing a population of 16 millions. Notwithstun(l. 
ing the gigantic efforts made by the GQvemment, three-quarter million of persons on an 
averolge having been relievl!ld daily fol' a period of 2~ months, and the cost of the 
famine including -revenue remitted amounting to 8 millions sterling, the loss of the 
population was nearly 4 millions. The progress of the agricultural classes in the 
affected districts and of the landl£8s clssses in other psrts of the Presidency reoei ved 
a. severe check, from the effects of which, hOlvever, they have since recoverAd with 
astonishing rapidity', as is evident from the incressA in population, acreage of cultiva-

, fion and land revenue, and from the self-reliant manner in which it has, during the 
last two years, bome.itself against the partial drought which hss prevailed in several 
districts. 

SECTION V.-Statistica allowing tile improvement in tile condition of tile 
people ainee 1850. ' 

22. In the previous paragraphs I have endeavoured to show in a general 
m;nner by the evidence of official reports and other publications, whllt wss the oondi
tion of the agrillultural clssses both before and. after the establishment of British 
power in this Presidency. I will now ·more particularly examine what progress hss 
'been made during the 'last 40 years under the following heads, viz., (a) population, 
(b) acreage of oultivation, (c) prices of produoe, (d) improvement in the processes of 
production and in communications, (e) foreign and domestic trade, (f) taxation, and 
(0) improvement or the reverse in the standard of living of the different classes of the 
population. . I shall first mention what strike me as note-worthy facts in connection 
with the heads above enumerated, and then point out the bearing they have on the 
economic condition of the population. Detailed statistios bearing on these matters are 
given in the appendix. . 

23 .. A fairly correct census was taken in 1871 and the population of the 
In of ulati Presidency was found to be 1I1! millions. 

crease pop on. Owing to the famine of 1876-78 the popu-
lation decreased in 1881 to 30! millions. The loss of population was specially heavy 
in the districts of Kumool, BeIlary and .Anantapur, Salem and Cuddapah, the per. 
centage of loss ranging between 17 and 26. '1 he censns taken in the current year 
shows that during the last decade the population hss .increased by no less than 
4! millions or 15'6 per cent. The rates of inorasse in the districts which had 
suffered severely from the last famine are specially remarkable. _ These high rates 
are no doubt mainly due to the fact that the famine killed off disproportionately 
larg6 numbers of the juvenile and aged population, leaving among the survivors. 
a larger proportion than usual of adults of the productive ages. 'fhe rapid recovery 
of the population of a country after great calamities seems to be a well attested 
fact. and has often been noticed. Mr. Thorold Rogers, in his "Six Centuries of 
Work and Wages" observes: "We learn from contemporary flCcounts that rapid 
growth of population followed on' the destruction of the maok Death (in England 
in the 13th century). It is said that 1lfter this event double and triple births were 
frequent, that marriages were singularly fertile, and that in a short time the void 
ruade by the pestilence was no longer visible. The repressive check of a high 
iltandard of living wss removed by the case with which the survivors· could obtain 
that standard and accumulate from a considerable margin beyond it. • • _ • 
I make no doubt that the population speedily righted itself, as it hss done on many other 
occasions~ when a sudden or abnormal destruction of human life has occurred in a peopla 
and the people has a recuperative power." For a consideration I)f the question I&S to 
-what conclusions bearing on the economic condition of the people, tbe increase in the 
-population during the lsst decade .leads to, we must await the publication of the detailed 
,results of the census. It seems, howev\lf, to be pretty, clear that the normal rate of 
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increasej ",is., t )!...~n~ })elkann-Mm, given fu the censuS report of this Pi-esidency for 
1881, is much e ow. te mar. r. Hardy, in the chapter on the rate of increase of 
population contributed by him to the report on the census of British India taken in 
] 881, has calculated the rate of in.crease for the wholl! of the Madras Presidency to be 
'6 per cent. and for the tracts not affiicted by famine, '8 per cent. Between 1856 and 
1871, the popu1ation had increaAed at the rate of 1'2 per cent. That this rate must 
have been higher than the rate which had obtained previously when the country 
~ufi'ered from severe agricultural depression is evident from the fact that the proportion 
of the population under 20 years of age, that is. born subsequent to 1851, to the total 
population censused in 1871, was fodnd to be sa high as 52! per cent., "lfhile, according 
to the life table. the proportion must have beeJ;l. something like 45 per cent. The 
increase of population during the laat decade .has been at the rate of 1'44 per ce):lt. 
and during the last 85 years, '84 per cent. not merely in the non-famine tracts but 
throughout the whole Presidency. So severe a famine as that at 1876-77 is not likely 
to occur except once in a centUry and it would probably be nearer the mark to assume 
the normal increaSE> of population under present conditions to be not much less than 
1 per cent., even making allowanoe for moxtality from drought and scarcities, such as 
those that llsually occur. At this rate the population will double itself in 70· years. 
Tbis high rate of increase, while showing that the means of subsistence at the present 
day are more plentiful than in times past, shows at the same time that the pressure 
of population is likely to become more severe in the future than in the past, especially 
when it is oonsidered how wllversal is the oustom of early marriages and how difficult· 
it is to introdu~ salutary changes in this custom. Dr. Farr has pointed out that 
undue increase or deore&se of population in England is capable of. being remedied by 
I."egulating the number of marriages. He says: "at present (in England) one-fifth of 
the women who attain the age of 24'3 years never marry; if one-half of the wome~ 
who attained that age never married, aud if illegitimate births did n9t inorease, the 
births would ultimately not exceed the deaths, and the .population would remain 
stationary. But the same end would be almost as effectually, and less harshly, 
attaiued though four-fifths of the women who arrived at the mean age continued· to 
marry, if instead ot beginning to marry at 18, none married under 23 and the mean 
-.gA of mlllTiage wel·e raised tQ 30 years; for the interval from generation to generation 
would be thus extend~d, the children,to'a marriage diminished and the number of 
women at 80 would be reduced by the loss of the younger lives .. (see Farr's Vital 
Statistics). He adds that under the pressure of oircumstances, the population in 
England. to a considerable extent. regulates itself in the manner above pointed out to 
prevent any impairment of the standard of living and frequently with a view to bring 
about a rise in that standalu. Such a process of adjustment is of course much more 
difficult of application in India where the marriage oustoms are less flexible. In 
England the average age of marriage for women is. about 25 years, aud only 18 per 
cent. of women of ag~s between 15 and 2& are married and '2 per oent. are widowed, 
Further, of the women who reach·25 years of age, 20 per cent. never marry. In this 

. . Presidency nearly 80 per cent. of women 
-The Hhod" _ recommend marriages bet ...... men between the agel! of 15 and 25 are married. 

of 32 1""'" of age and glrla 01 10 y ..... or mOIl of U d 7 t. 'd d d 
til. years and girls of 8. Then ia an inecripticm at Verinji.. a~. . 'Per cen are WI owe , an a con-

p ........ North Arcot. diatriot, ~.ted d~!l the r.ign or siderable proportion of the widows a1"ll' 
V.raprat&pa D.vara.Ja Maharajah of V'J",oagglll". A.D. d b d b th t f th 
1419. which .howe tha.t the practice of Pftyi.n~ mOD~V to e arre y e cus oms 0 e country 
parente .r girls to in.du" thom. to giv. them '.n ~.g. fr<>m re-marriage. I have been informed· 
was widel)' prevalent In :hrmer timea. The 1Il1lllnptiOD states th.O· . . 
.. in tho r<-'gn 01 tho illustrious V .... p ... tapa D ...... j. at u or even 40 years ago men marned 
M~jah.th.grea.~olallb ... nch .. or""",!d.tudi .. or much later (generally - af'telo 80 years)· 
the Kingdom drew up 1n the pretence of Gopmatha arb • 
puohkazan~. doc.ment ,,?ntaining ~D ~gre.ment ~g than they do now, while women were 
th~ sac:red 1&,.. A ... rd.~g to. thD, ,f th~ BrahDUD8 of married as early as at present, even among 
th18 Kmgdt'm. of P&d8.1v1du, 9JJ1,. Kannadlgas, T&!IlIl'a8,. • 
Talagu .. llala6. "'c .• 01 all Gotras. ~utnul and _M. con· the htgher classes, the reason being poverty 
al"de a marriage. th.y .hall from thn. dey forwanl do it by d th d·ffi ulty . f . ffi . 
Kanyadau8Ul. Those who do not &dort KauytadaDam, to" an e 1 C 0 procnnng all. Clent 

'both thOBO who giv. aw.y • girl att..~ having recei!;.;! money to pay to the parents of girls and 
gold, and th ... who conclude .......... g. after ....... g L __ '_ th· t to th .. 
given gold. ahall be liable to PUDiahmout .y tho Ki.g and purc""",-"g ell cansen e marnage • 
• ball. be ""clu~ f.rom the commODitJ: ot !he Brahmi..... This, combined with the system of enforced 
·rb. mac .. ptiOD .. mtenwting as abo .. _ m .. hat"""""", wid h d h d th .. f . 
logialation 0Il .. cia! matteft .... olIected in tho old daya. OW 00, a e eucct a putting a· 

check on the inordinate increase of popn
lation by abridging the duration of married life. The great displllity in the ages of 

1 
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,th~ _ married couple which is said to inauenoe the sex of theotrspring, ,ossibty 
aooounts also for the soaroity of girl! 
whioh, if current belief is to be credited, 
existed in former times. During later 
years, however, it bll<'.ame quite the 
fashion among the well-to·do to marry 
their sons while still very young, thougb 
in view of the prejudicial effect which 
very early marriages have on the educa
tion of boys, a slight change _ for the 
better has recently become perceptible.
In India as in England, inoreaso in the 
means of subsistence leads to increase in 
the number of marriages among the lower 
classes. In England, this tendenoy is, to 
some extent, counteracted by the example 
of tbe middle ClasseR who postpone mar
riages in order that the standard of living 
may not deteriorate, In India, on the 
contrary, with the classes corresponding 
to middle-classes in England, early mar
riage of gUls is a religious obligation, 
and their example, in this respect is the 
reverse of beneficial. These considerations 
will bring home to our mIDds the futi
lity of the expe~tation that great changes 
can be produced in the condition of th~ 
masses, within the periods of time whicll 
are insufficient for effecting a transforma
tion in deep-rooted national habits, and will 

• In England the number of persona under 21 yean of 
age .. bo contrae' maniagea appean &0 han inCl"EeMd .. 
~OWD below~-

1850-62 .. 
186fl-<12 
1876-72 __ 

Persona uoder 21 
yea1'8 who marry 

per 1,000. 
,-":;"'~''---'"'' Mea. Women. 
7-6 2.'3 
9'6 29'6 

U·8 H-I 
The incrcue of early mal"r'iagea is Rtated to 'be entirely 

c1.u~ to the prosperous condition of the lower claaBee, the 
middle claeseI, unlike those in IDdia, preferring to post.. 
pone marria~ OD account of the continual moreu8 in the 
.tandard of 1niog. Professor IItnhall remarka: II In the 
middle c1aasea a man's income eeldom reaches its maxi· 
mum till he is 40 or 60 yean old; and the expense of 
bringing up ki. children is heavy and laete for 1D8lI7 
:rean. The uti8all earD8 nearl,. as much at 21 .. he 
ever doe8. unle&tt be riaea to a H8p0nBible post. bot he· 
does not earn much before l1e is 21; hd children are likely 
to be a conaiderable foXpeDse to him till about t.beage of 16 ; 
unleM the) an3 sent; to a factory where they may pay their 
way at a T8I'f eBTly age; and laatly the ItiboUl"el' earns 
Jlearly filII wagea at 18} while hia thildren begin to pay 
their ezpeneea very early. In consequence, the average age 
.f mllr'iage ie bighest among the middle clueea, it iii 10_ 
~mong the artinns aDd .till lower among th't "n,kiM 
labourers." It 'Will ha. ve been infE'lTed from my romarn 
that looking at tho quedion purelr from the point of view 
of pIeventing undue increase of population, the evila of 
t)01Dpnlsbry early mRTrHtges of Hindu women are mitigated 
by the system. of enforced widowhood, and a relaxation of 
the restrictions OD widow marriage neoesaitates relantion 
of the system of 88.rly marriAges bf postponing mania.gf!8 
of girls fOT some years after t.he penod at which by PT8Nl1t 
opinion they are recognizod 88 llUdTiageable. 'fhis of. 
oo.ura& is no objection to widoW' re-mMlTiage reform but 
Qaly shows why the progress of the refonn ia 80 slow. 
Tbere are various adjoatmente in other directions neceuary 
Wore the te.form is likely to be generally accepted. 

enable us to estimate rightly the value of the advanOtl made under such difficulties. 
24. We have next to consider whether the increase in agricultural production 

1ncrease in t'he .. ;reege of oultivatitm.. 
has kept pace with the increase of popu
lation. :According to the calculations 

already referred to, the population in IS!)!) must have amounted to 26 .. millions; 
and as there was a famine in 1854, the population in 1852 may be taTten at about 
tltis figure. _Between 1852 and 1891 the population has inClreased from 26t 
to 34 millions or by 30 per cent. Statistics of acreage of cultivation are not 
available for zemindaris and inam villages, and therefore it is not possible to 
calculate the increase in production with any very great acouracy. Nevertheless 
an anslysis of the statistics of acreage available in regatd to ryotwar lands serves 
to show roughly that the increase in the cultivated area, making allowance for the 
increased productiveness of irrigated as compared with unirrigated lands, is quite 
on~-pg: with it if it does not exceed the increase in population_ Excludingsiluth 
n1nara and Malabar, for which districts, owing to the absence of a survey, statis
tics of acreage are not available, the ryotwar cultivation was in 1802, 12'2 million 
acres, of which 9-5 million acres were unirrigated, 2·3 million acres were llTigated 
from Government sources of irrigation and '4 million of acres irrigated by private 
sources, but were taxed at specially high rates on aoconnt of the valuable crops grown. 
These areas require a double correction to be applied to them, first, because they 
include portions of fields left waste which were charged for, !hough not cultivated, and 
which are excluded from cultivation statistics for later years. and secondly, because the 
areas given in the old surveys have been found, by the recent surveys; to be somewhat 
below the truth. On this account, on a rough calculation, it is found that! million of 
acres has to be added to the acreage of 1852, to admit of its being compared with the 
acreage of more recent years in districts which have been surveyed. In 1890 the area 
of cultivated lands classed as dry, i.e., not irrigated by Government sources oi.irrigation, 
was 13·64 millions of acres, of which 12'64 millions were unirrigated and 1 million 
was irrigated by wells constructed by the ryots at their own expense and 3'44 millions 
(If acres of lands irrigated by Government sources. The increase in the area of cultiva-
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tiOD is thus-( 1) 83 per cent. in un irrigated lands, (2) 50 'per cent. in lands irrigated 
·by Gov .. mment sources of irrigation, and (3) 150 per cent. in lands irrigated .by 
private wells. Nearly the whole of the increase under the second head amounting to 
upwards of a million of acres is due to the extension of culti vation in tracts commanded 
by the great aDicut systems--Godavari, Kistna, Cauvery, Penner, Palar and Tambra
pal'lli-which secure an almost unfailing supply of water, and every aCfe of irrigated 
landsln these traots produces, on an average, not less than four times as much as they 
would do if they were uuirrigated. Moreover the increase of production due to the 
great irrigation 1!ystcms cannot be measured merely by the increase in the acreage of 
cultivation, as the increase of produce, consequent on an assured supply to lands which 
before the ameuts were constructed were dependent on a precarious supply of water, 
and on additional supply of waterfor a 1!econd crop to lands cultivated formerly with a 
single crop, amounting in all to about I! millions of acres, must be taken into account. 
Similarly, the million of acres irrigat,,-d by private wells produce as much at least a 
4, millions of acres of unirrigated lands. Making allowance for these considerations and 
taking int.o accouut the increase in the culti.vated area under suoh articles as cotton 
indigo, ground-nut, coffee, sugarcane, tea and cinchona, it seems to me that the 
percentage of increase in production cannot be less than 3 or 4, times the increase in 
popula,tion. There are no means of making an exact calculation; all that can be stated 
is that the increased production is very considerable. The area under cotton, which in 
185:! was a little less than a million of acres, has increased to more than,I! millions of 
acres. The.area und .. r indigo has increased from about 200,000 aures to more thari 
500,000 acres or by 150 per cent. ; ground-nut which in fonner yeara was cultivated to 
a small extfont to meet local demands has now become a very remunerative commer~ 
eial crop. It is chiefly cultivated in the South Arcot district where the acreage under 
it has risen from about 6,700 acres in 1852 to 190,000 acres in ]8&9-90. The area 
under sugarcane has risen from 38,400 to 70,000 acres. Though the acreage und"r 
this crop may appear small, the crop itself is very valuable, the value of the outtom 
per acre being more than 20 times the outturn on dry lands. The area under coffee 
aud te .. is 55,000 and 6,000 acres respeotively. These crops are of course extremely, 
valuable. 

26. In this connection there are two prevalent notions which deserve some not ice. 

AIJeged d.."..... of rainIall. 
These are (1) that the rainfall has ~"nsihly 
diminished of late years, and (2) that th~ 

fertility of the soil, under the improvident and non-restorative systems of native 
cultivation, has deteriorated." Both these notions have been shown, by soientific men 
who have given clos9 attention to the subject, to be unfonnded to a great extent. ThI) 
prevalence of t.hese impressious is sufficiently ar.CQunted for by the habit of old people' 
in all oountries of asserting that "in the days of. their youth the fields were greener 
and the sun· warmer " (or as we should say in India" 1911s intense "). We have statistiC1! 
of the rainfall for some stations for the last 80 years, and they do not show that therlll 
has been any appreciable diminution in the quantity of annual rainfall during this 
period. The complaint of deficient 1'IIinfa11 is also, it must be remembered, not a new 
one. The following passages extracted from Buchanan's "Journey" in 1800 show 
that peoplA complained in muoh the same way then, that they do now, "Tar!ceri 
(Coimbatore district). The people say that sinl'e tbe death of Hyder (i,e., since 1782 
or for 18 years) they ha\'e hud one,year with a proppr raU of rain. 'fhis year thcrO 
has been abundance, but it COlIDe too late by two months." "Darapltrnm. Owillg to 
the W'IDt of ruin and of stock the farmers are nut able to cultivate all that they i'ent, 
&0." ., Pr.llapattana, Gri..hlr.aritu (summer season) o<",ntains the two m&uths includ~ 
ing the summer solstice. It is said that formerly during this period the weather 
used to be constantly clouded, with a regular unremitting drizzling rain; but fur the 
last half a century surh seasons have occurred only once in 4 or Ii years; and in the 
intervening one~, although the cloudy weather continues, the constant rain has ceased,. 

, .. A. third impression which II p~ent, though not ~ned to this c.oqn~. is that men in J)a8t tim~ were gio.nte in 
stature, had mOr$ l'.JbUBt health and liv-ed longer tbaa their degenerate deeoendantB do now. In England It wal eurrent.ly 
believed that the knight. of the middle &gel were men of great &t&ture. nnW it \VIII shown that the annuUt' worn by thelll 
wae too amllU to 8t the preeent nee of men in .the upper cla8lle. 'Of society. In El.U"tlp&m o:Juntries, the avemge 
clnratioD of life htl& in~d owing to ~ut!0n in ~faD.t mortelity. It~:r be that the dimlnatiC4& of risks to life hall 
hIld the effoot of prolODIJIOg to adult age fraillivea which under the old conditiona would helve had. no chance of flUrvivillc
to tha~ age, but lUI the conditione f&vorablo to the life of frail infanta are aho conditione wbich diminiih the nsu to 
whiM fairly healt.hy penons are subject. their general effect on the whole pOpul&tioll cannot be other than bene.li.ciaL 
Thooe , .......... in .. far .. \he -' .... diti .... dUf .. mm \he post, an equallyapplioablo 10 tbia 00I11III7. 
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and in its place he:\vy showers have come at intervals of 3 or 4 daye, and these are 
lIucceeded by some thunder. VIJI'8Mritll (rainy season). Formerly the rains used to he 
incessant and heavy; of late years they have not been so copious oftener than once ill 
4 ,or 5 years; tBtiU they, are almost always sufficient to produce a good orop of grass 
and dry grains, and one crop of rice. Pryapattana has therefore been termeii the 
chosen city of the natives of Karnata who suffer from soarcity of rain." • • • 
"Haltorau. Ohange of climate. The natives say that formerly the rains were so oopious 
that by means of small tanks a great part of the country could be cultivated with rice. 
These tanks were only sufficient to contain 8 or 10 days water, and to supply the fields 
when such short intervals of fair weathel,' occurred. For 40 years past, however, a ohange' 
having taken plaoe in the climate, nO rice has been cultivated except by meaus of 
large reservoirs." :Buohanan ad~ "the truth f)f this allegation is confirmed by the 
numher of small tanks, the r,:uins of which are now visible; and by the plots of ground 
levelled for rice which are near the'se tanks and which are now quite waste." l'08sibly 
this was the result of tlie clearance of forests which are stated to have some effect in 
regulating and conserving local falls of ra}n but no influence in modifying the general 
featllresof climate. Dr. Brandis, who might be expected to claim for forests all the 
merit they could justly lay claim to, stflteS: "There is no proof that forests modify 
the climate to any great extent. '1'he great features of climate depend on cosmic 
causes, which are independent of local circumstances. I,arge extent of forests or large 
areas of irrigated lands may, however, have some effect in increasillg the rainflill at 
certain ~easons, and there is no doubt that in the vicinity of dense foresls and on 
irrigated lands, the air near the ground is generally moister during the dry season 
and the dew heavier." In the Godavari district, where forests had been extensively 
cleared in reoent times, Mr. Henry Forbes, t.he Sub-Collector, reported in 1M8 that the 
forest had receded, but that he thought it 'open to question whether the diminution in 
the streams which came from the hills was not in the time which the stream took to 
exhaust itself, instead of in the body of water passing down to its bed; whether the' 
rain was not said to be less in quantity only because,' falling on the hills and no 
longer restrained by the trunks and roots of trees and allowed no time to percolate 
through the soil and fissures of rocks and to supply the reservoirs of springs, it poured 
down in torrents and left the water-courses dry as soon as the rains had ceased to fall. 
Moreover, the want of communicatione during the rainy season, and the difficulty in cross
ing unbridged rivers, and the liability of the oountry to inundations in past times were 
all calculated to produce an exaggerated impression regarding the quantity of rainfall. 
The accounts of famines in past centllries given in the previous portion of this memo
randuin will show that large portions of Southern India were liable to severe and 

.prolonged droughts quite as much in past times as at present. Mr. Graham writing 
in 1797, i.e., nearly a century ago, says of Salem: "A person who had not experi
enced thc contrary would be led to SUppOSI' that the Jlaramahal possessed peculiar 
advantages of situation, and that, lying between Mys~re and the Carnatic, the soil 
would experience the best effects from a participation of both monsoons. We know, ' 
however, that the rains are extremely precarious, and that when they do fall, they are 
either partial and scanty, 'or if plentiful, that the season has ,pa,ssed; and the only 
pUJ;pose they serve, as at present, is from their violence to destroy half the tanks in. 
the country. How often has the farmer, deceived by apsssing shower, imprudently 
committed his seed to the ground, and how often have his hopes of a return bepn 
blasted by a succeeding drought, equally fatal to his crop as to his cattle I How 
hequehtly have we obsened whole fields !if grain apparently vigorous, and rapidly 
advancing to perfection, destroyed in one night by devouring insects, and the seemmgly, 
full-eared cumboo, which one would pronounce in a few days fit for reaping, exhibit
ing when rubbed between the hands nothing but a useless powder, the consequence 
of its premature formation I" I have examined the accounts given in the old reports'8 

i'egarding the character of the agricultural seas(\n each year from the beginning of the 
century,and I find that there is no reason to believe either that the rainfall bas 
diminished or that unfavorable seasons arc more frequent now than in the past. There 
were then as prolonged and frequent droughts as now. If the drought was of short 

• 
, II Surgeon-General Edward BaliOlll', aiter institnting careful enquiriea in 1849, came to the conolnsion that "It 

may be eonfidently stated th&tin India within the present oentuTY, the rainfall baa not diminished, nor hal the quantity 
annually falling DOW become more uncertain, but that man partly ignorant and wholly recklNl8I baa denuded the lOil Of 
its creel and ehrnba and bared the rmrface to the BUll'. ray., thus depriving the COUDtry of it. conaervative &gaDti ancl 
making tho aU....,..t a.ode ~d4IlO!ll!'hle <>! mCJlJO freq~ ... _co pAl ..... _ ... ,. 
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duration and affected small portions of country, the people managed to get on; if,' 
however, by a combination of circumstances the drought continued over two or three 

"years and affected simultaneously large portions of the ccuntry, the result was famine. 
The denudation of forests appears, however, to have affected the BupIfly of subsoil 
water in the vicinity of hills and led to the drying up of streams fed by springs. 
Dr. Brandis remarks that "in the Coimbatore distriot the Noyel river, the main 
,channel of which rises in the Bolampatti valley, probably has less water now in ,the 
dry season than it had 30 years ago. In the Palladam taluk the old anicuts no. 
remaining unused attest this." The importanceoLforests in subserving the needs of 
agriculture cannot of course be over=estimated, but there is, on the whole, no reason to 
suppose that their clearance has diminished the rainfall-·o to such an extent as mate
rially to affect the yield of lauds. '1'he disappearance of forests has of course improved 
tl,e publio health, for many tracts of country, in the Madura distriot for instance,' 
now perfectly healthy were, 60 or 70 ye~rs ago, notoriously feverish. 

26. If then, there is no sufficient evidence in regard to any diminution in the, 
annual rainfall, there is still1e8s evidence 
to show that thel'll has been, any sensible 

deterioration in the productive capacity of lands. 'rhe arguments based on a com
parison of the rates of average· outtum per acre for the several grains given in the 
Ayeen Akbari with the oulturns assumed at the present day, will not bear examination, 
According to the Ayeeu Akbari tables, the average outturn per acre in the middle of 
the 16th century was for rice (apparently unhusked) 1,S3!:! lb., for wheat 1,156 Ib~ for 
cotton unpicked 1170 lb. The averages in these tables have been arrived lit with refer
ence to the rates for good, bad and middling lands, but without any attempt being 
made to find out under which of these classes the area predominated. Moreover, 
with the immense increase in the acreage of cultivation especiully of inferior soils, 
the 'average outturn must necessarily decrease, while to establish a deterioration it must 
be shown that lands under cultivation in former times yield less now thau they did 
before. In the case of wheat, espeoially, irrigation makes a great difference, the yield of 
irrigated wheat being from 60 to SOO per cent. in excess of the outturn of unirrigated.' 
wheat. 'rhe domiuions of the Emperor Akbar did not extend to the south of the Yyndia 
Mo~ntains, and the Ayeen Akbari rates cannot therefore be applied to South India. I;f' 
the rate for rice, 1,338 lb., given in these tables refer to unhusked rice, the Madras settle
ment average (1,621 lb.) is considerably higher. Cotton is frequently sown as a mixed' 
crop, and it is difficult to calculate its average outturn. There is nothing, however, to 
show that its outturn has diminished. In a recent report on the cultivation of cotton, 
in the Tinnevolly district submitted to the Madras Agril:ultural Department by the 
,Agricultural Inspeotor, Pranatartihara Aiyar, it is stated, "cotton soils of the best: 
quality sell for Rs. 1,000 a sanghili{S'64 acres); ordinary soils for Rs. 500, while 
inferior soils sell below Rs. 200. In fertile soils and under good tr('atme~t 1,000 lb. 
seed cotton per acre is no unusual outtum; an ordinary good yield of cotton may be 

, taken to vary from 750 lb. to 900 lb. of seed cotton, while 500.lb. Ulay be taken as a 
fair average of yield taking all soils into consideration. These figures have been arrived 
at from the statementjl of different classes of ryota and inolude the first and second 
courses of pickings. It is assumed by dealers that 6 podis (of about 328 lb. each) of 
seed cotton are required to produce 600 lb. of lint, and therefore the average outtum 
of an acre is 125 lb. of lint. In the United States, the average outtum of cotton is 
about 567 lb. Feed cotton or 189 lb. lint per acre." In 15 1862 the average onttum of' 
Tinnevelly cotton was reported to be SOO lb. of seed, cotton or 75 lb. of lint. 'The 
Agricultural Inspector adds " that the outturn in Tinnevelly is som~~t_~reater. than, 

Alloged dotoriora.tiOD. of tho soil "by o.,.eJ'-oOl'opping~ 

l' Ifr. Me.ckensie in the Xistna District MaDual remarks: I' It would no doubt be interesting to find any in.dication: of 
change of olimate, for it i. supposed that in former centuries, before the fore8te were oleared, there was a. muab. heavieJ;" 
1'8inta.U. Biouen Tsug'1 desorlption of Dhanakacbeka. with tree. and guahing fonntaine supports thia idea, but we 
have -eeen tbat even in the 13th cputury ther6 were quanela about paeto.re land, bitter enougb to caUIe war, and we shall 
see in the following chapter that the Mahomedan historian. descri~d. the famines in A.D. 1423 and 147. in language that 
might have applied to the Gutor :fomiDe,of 1882. We C8DIlQt l8.y therefore that ~ it biatoricaltmdeuoe that the 
climate hr.. become WOl'88. II 

111 Mr. Nicbo180D in his valuable U Preliminary Note tI printed in the Report of the Madraa Agricultural Committee 
remark.: II Forty years ago the yield of cottOD in B611al'Y, Cuddapah, Coimbatore and 'Einnevelly was 90. 60. 60 imd 80 lb. 
per &oro respectively (Colleotor'. rellorts in Wheeler'. Band-book) while the present avera~ even OD good black cotton 
soil in thoa.ti.tricta is not above 62* lb. per aore." The atatflment appended to Wheeler'. Hand-book, however, shows 
that the outturn of clean cotton per acre walll estimated at ooly 46, 60, 27 and 76 lb. respectively. The average outturn' 
i. not less DOW. Sir Thomas Munro in 1806 eatimated the average outtum in the CedeCi diatricts at leu than 20 lb. pel" 
UTe. Mr. Rondltll, Commercial BetideD" in the Ceded di6tricta, writiDg in 181Q, IItatee that the Dative produce of COt-toA 
iB Ilo~ more thll,p. 30 lb. {cleaJl cotton) per acre •. 

a 
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formlJrly is admitted by the ryots, and unless this were a well known fact they would 
make no such admission. The explanation may be founel. iu the fact that the system 
of adding all kinds of earthy matter to the manure heaps, by which the quantity is 
not only largely increased but is also belter decomposed, is only a recent practioe. 
Moreover all soils are now kept much cleaner than before owing to closer and botter 
tillage." The allegation regarding the diminished outtum of lands is based to a 
great extent upon the a frior; reasoning that when the ingredients forming plant food 
abstracted from the soil by continuous cropping are not restored to it by artificial 
manuring, it must necessarily deteriorate. Recent enquiries made into agrioultural 
practices in this oountry by scientifio agricultural experts have, however, resulted in 
showing that the injurious e:ffeots attributed_ to native methods of agriculture are 
grossly exaggerated. Professor Wallace in his" India in 188~" emphatically deniell 
that the fertility of the soil iii being exhausted by native practices. He quotes from the' 
report of Mr. Chisholm, the Settlement-officer of Bilsapur, the following remarks as to 
how the outtum is a:ll'ected by the continuous cropping of irrigated lands. "W hen 
:fresh soil is broken up for rice cultivation, the ground can never be got into proper 
order during the first year, and the yield is less than in th'l old fields. In the second year 
the outturn rises about one· eighth above that of the old fields and increases gradually 
year by year until the fifth, when it reaches 50 per cent. above the old jfields. It 
then commences to decline, and in about another five years has subsided tQ the level 
of the old fields, and at that level it remains unchanged for ever. Many fields for 
instance are believed to have been co~tinuously cultivated for 150 years ,. and 
more, and yet they are in no way inferior to land reclaimed from the jungle but) [) 
years ago." Professor Wallace goes on to remark that 5 lb. of nitrogen is required 
:for an acre combined by electric action. Thunderstorms being common [during the 
south-west monsoon months, India has a natural advantago over the British and 
American wheat growers, whose supply of nitrogen is, in a great measure, drawil 
from vegetable accumulations in a virgin soil, which is, in consequence of a system 
of close cropping, becoming exhausted. More recently, Dr. Voelcker has expressed 
an opinion to a similar effect. He states: "the pOsAibility of soil exhaustion going 
on (in India} can only be determined by a careful study o:f what is removed from the 
land, and how far this is replaced by the forlJes of natul'e and by the artificial 
nourishment. of manUl'ing. I have mentioned the d~ficiency of nitrogen which 1 
observed in the case of several Indian soils, but it is worthy of note too, how very 
large a proportion of the crops annually grown, also of the trees and shrubs and even 
of the weeds are leguminous in character, and may thus, if recent investigations 
be correct, possibly derive thei~ nitrogen from the atmosphere." Dr. Voelcker has 
given high praise to the native methods of cultivation which he considers are' excel
lent, the probJem of improving native agriculture being a more difficult one than the 
problem;of improving English agriculture. The" garden" cultivation, i,e., cultivation 
with the aid of wells" presents, in his opinion, "some of the most splendid featurl:'s 
Of careful and hij!h class cultivation that onC! can pessibly see in any part of the 
world." " Garden" cultivation' has, as already remarked, greatly increased in this 
l'residency. To take one district, Coimbatore. The number of irrigation wells in 
good order, which were 22,000 in number in 180], inoreased to 28,719 in 1821, to 
31,507 iIi 1852, to 58,385 in 1882, and to 60,~83 in 1888-89." 'rhis'means on 
about 15 per oent. of the area under cultivation, the outturn was 'luadrup1ed or even 
quintupled. It was on account of the existenoe of these wells that E:1oimbatore, though 
one of the driest districts in the Presidency, suffered so little from the famine of 
1876-78 ; since the famine, cultivation by means of wells has been extending in othtlr 
districts also. Dr. Brandis, who travelled through the several districts of the Presi
dency in 1880, writes in his report on Forest ~nagement, "I was much gratified to 

lS In an inl!lcription ft1id.J A.ppendix) recording a. grant to. Jain temple B.t Negapatam 'by Kulottunga.cbola (A.D. 
1084:) the prod1lCe of certain Yil.la.gea which can now be identified is given. Comparing the present out.turn with Lbo rat. 
given in the iDscription, it is found that on the whole the produce haa increased and nnt diminished. 'There ia a popular 
impression in the Goda.vari district that the ooll8trnction of aWents-aud loeb baa diminished the quantity of silt depo .. 
sited OD landIS under irrigation. I ~ve also heard a story-e.pocrypbal, no doubt, but still aigr iflcant. It appeo.re that lID 
astute TanjoTe Miraaaida.r pllid a handsome bribe to the subordinate ofticen of the PubU" Works Department, to be 
allowed to breach the bank of a river when in full 1I00d and tbat, though he got no produce from. his lands tha first year, 
be made a great ~rofit in subsequent ,ea18. This, of conrae, is a very dtmgerous way of manlll'ins: landa. The'inundations 
01 the Nile lertilUoe the lands oubject. to them. but they often do .. much harm .. good, 

., I examined the accounts of 10 ?i1lages iu the Coimbatore taluk. and feunel that. ,he number of wellJ had iDcreue4. 
from 208 in 1860 to 316 in 1890. . 
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lIle in Dellary, Salem and other distriots tho large number of neW" wells mnde sincll 
the famine, and old wells deepened; and it seelUed to me that .the people fully 
reoognize the value of wells for irrigation. Many of the wells iu the dry inland 
districts are large and beautifully built,' 30 feet square and 2& feet deep or more, 
and suoh wells cost from ~s; 500 to Rs.· 1,000." The Doard's report on the 
Revenue Settlement of the Presidency for the year ending 30th .June 1890 shows 
that 3,176 wells WBre excavated in that year by Gov"rnment ryots at a cost of 
Rs. 2,tiS,677; and of this number, three-fourths were in Salem, Coimbatore and 
Chingleput. The same report shows that in seven distriots, from which alone returns 
had been received, the number of wolls in use for supplementing irrigation from 
Government works was no less than 48,220, showing beyond doubt that the policy 
recently adopted by Government of doing away with the last remnant of restrictive 
regulations calculated to impede the extension of well irrigation used for the purpose 
of supplementing the deficiency of irrigation from' Government works and saving the 
Government as well as the ryots from loss, was an eminently wise one. I am informed 
that large number!! of wells have been excavated in the Chingleput, North Arcot, 
Coimbatore, Madura and '1'innevelly districts during the last two years with the aid of 
loans obtained under the very favorable rules which have been hamed for the purpose. 
In the single taluk of Ponneri, which is liable more or less to drought, it appears that no 
less than 900 substantial wells have been excavated during the last six months. 
This is an immense boon to that taluk which will henceforth, to a great extent, be ( 
protected from the effects of parth.! droughts. The increase of produce under the 
great irrigation systems has already been noticed. Of late years considerable atten
tion has been .paid to the repair of minor irrigation wOI'ks also, and when the 
project for the restoration of tanks throughout the Presidency at a cost of 26 lakhs 
of rupees, which is now under execution is completed, there is no doubt that the effi
ciency of the tanks and the produce of the lands under them will be greatly increaseq. 
As regards dry or unirrigated lands, it is true that there is now less fallowing than 
formerly, though the practice of leaving lands fallow prevails even now to a much 
greater extent tlian is generally supposed. Thus out of 17 millions of unirrigated 
lahds held by Government ryots no less than S millions were left fa.llow in 1890. In 
the Godavari district one-half, ani! in the Tinnevelly district one-third of the ryots' 
h01dings is left fallow annually. There is', besides, a large area of lands on the margin 
of cultivation which are taken up for cultivation or relinquished by theryots as it suits 
them. Cultivation under a system of fallows is of course poor and slovenly cultivation, 
and with the increase of population and the decrease in the area of waste, mustnecessariiy 
be displaced by cultivation under improved methods. My enquiries tend tpshow that 
under the stress of necessity and the additional incentives to individual exertion pro
moted by the breakup of the joint family system, greater care is now bestowed on culti
vation of lands in the Tanjore district than in times past; and this is to some extent the 
case in other districts also. If any marked results have not been obtained in this 
direction, it is not because the ryots are so very unintelligent that they could not be 
induced to adopt improved methods of cultivation, but because the- pressure of popu
lation has not enhanced the prices of agricultnral produoe to suoh an extent as to 
make inten8ive oultivation ,. necessary or profitable. 

27. Price8 of commoditie~ appear to have varied enormnusly in different parts of 
the country in previous centuries owing 
to the diflioultr-Qi301!klllUnication and 

general insecurity; they were comparatively high in such districts as Malabar and South 
CariiliiiWhfch exported spices much in demand in Europe, receiving in return gold and" 
silver. In the distriots in the interior, prices were exceedingiy low. We find, for 

Pricea. 

18 The English example is very inatructive. The average price of whea.t in the beginning of the 16th O8Iltl1Jy waa 
only 6,. a qurter and in particula.r yeara ~it went down .. low as h. 24. Between 1489 and 1560, the average price . 
roee to {N. U. in consequence mainly of the debasement of the currency. From 1561 kl 16fl the·avemge prioe was .7~ 
64. In tbe 17th a.nd 18th centuria prioea were at the eame level I:Ii the Int half of the present century the aV8l'8.gjJ 
price Wall 60.. 'rhe gretrteat improvements in &fpicultnre were eRected in the 17th and 18th centuries and the first half 
of the 19th centnry. The price, however. baa rnDce under the BtNaa.of foreign competition gone down aa lo.w as 30 •. a 
quarter. The consequence is that high cultivation don not pay in England. "The soil is weakly farmed, undermanned, 
and understocked, partly beoaU8£I capital has dwindled. partly beoauae farmen are oompe11ed to realize eomething, even it 
the wee .re prema.ture. Land is going baok : it i8 falling out of condition, if not out of cuiti"V8ltioo, and farmers are too 
poor. too weak and dtapirited to restore Or' mllintain' it. Ita produce per acre is diminishing and the Dumber ef sheep hils. 
aecreaaed by more tlum two millioD8 since 1876. High farming at present priD811 appean Waite of money i agrioulture 
o mnot hold Ita own by int.n.rion agaiDst "~mioll. The progress of CAO.tllries aeems thrown awa.y ; the inetrornent beaomea. 
'0.&&1888 just when it is pedected IUld able to double the existing prodllOe."-Prot4,ro',.Pionnr. fINd Prof",. 0/ .glid 
F~rm'''" .. 
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mstance; that the commutation rate adopted byH1l1'ry Hur Roy,"the Vijian~gar 
Sovereign, for the settlement of land revenue in Vanura in the middle of the 14th 
century was 3 kattis for 1 ghetti pagoda, or 80 seen of 80 tolas of rice per rupee, while 
the present price is 15 8el'rs per rupee. Buchanan statl'8 that in the J 5th cl'ntury the 
price adopted for fixing the tax on cocoanut plantations .was 6 pagodas or 24 rupees 
per 1,000 cocoanuts. The price is not much higher at present.· In: the Rllmnad 
(lountry. on the ether hmd, it will be seen from the letter of the Jesuit Missionary 
already.quoted that in 1718, 8 tnarkala of excellent husked rice could be purchased 
for) fanam, and Mr. Nelson, the compiler of the Madura District Manual, suys that 

- tl1e rate is eqtrivalent to 96 Ibs, for 2!d., or 512 seers of 80 tolas for 1 rupee, whicn 
is nearly one-twenty-third of the present price. In the Chingleput district, it appears. 
that in 1733 paddy was sold at 25 pagodas per garee, which is about one-half of the 
present price. Twenty years previously, however, it :would seem that this would have 
been reckoned a famine price_ The price of paddy in the last quarter of the last 
century in the Ganjam district appears to have averaged 8d_ per cwt., or I 68 seers of 
80 tolas per rupee or about one-sixth of the present price. Comparatively high prices 
appear to have ruled at this time in the Southern districts owing to the devastating 
wars and famines from which they suffered. Since the beginning of the century we 
have continuous records of the prices of food-grains. The old prices are, - strictly 
speaking, not comparable with recent prices on account of the variety of the measures 
in terms of which the prices were quoted in the old days, and the uncertainty as to 
their contents, but they nevertheless give a fairly correct general idea of the changes 
that have occ~ed. In the appendix I have given tables showmg the average prices 
of the four principal food-grains for quinquennial periods, leaving .out of account 
famine. years. From these tables it will be seen that prices were at their lowest far 
some years before 1850, in consequence of the insufficiency of the currency to meet 
the requirements of the country. Representing the average prices of the food-grains 
:iJi the five years ellding 1853 by 100, the average prices a t the quinquennial periods 
referred to will be indicated by the numbe!,s shown in the subjoined table:-

• 
AnkAtut FOR PlY. T.AUB B18DINO 

Graine. 
1813. I 1823; I 1832. /1853. I 1866. I 18H., 1888. 

Paddy .. .. _. .. .. · . . . 128 13' 117 100 26. 216 28t 
Cholum .. .. .. . - .. · . .. 136 1<1 \18 100 227 18~ 189 
Ragi .. .. .. .. .. · . .. 133 1.1 lit \00 2a3 lBO IP2 
Cumbll .. . . .. .. .. " .. 1113 137 110 100 227 1'6 liDO -- I -AU four graine .• I 129 138 liS 100 238 197 20 • 

. . 

The above table clearly brings out the following conclusions. FirBt, from about 1828 
tQ 1853, or fQra period of nearly 25 years, the prices rapidly declined till- they" 

. reached ·a .level which was oDe-fourth-
• As tho ligures ~ven in the tabl. rePresent averag<8 .f less thaD the prices in the early years 

prices dilIeriDg WIdely and relating to l&rge tract. of f th tury h'ch h 
country, they must be taken .. indioaling tho direction of 0 e cen on Wit elan d 
the m,!!ementof pri ... and not a. a atrict m","" oNheir settlements were based. . The resnlt was 
risi'"1ir fa.ll': f 1l&va endeavoured to obtain information 
regording the co .... of prices from the aoeounts kept by the acnte agricultural depression already 
landholdOl'8 and merchants. Tho reaulto which are given described and the collapse of the settle
in the appendix are confirmatory of the inferenooB deriv-
able _ tho tahlo Bivell _ ments; Beco1!dll/, prices. rose rapidly after 

1853 till they reached thl'ir culmination in 
the five years ending 1865, when they were two-ana-a-hall times what they were prior 
to 1853 and twice as high as in the early years of the century. The causes of this 
sudden. rise have already been mentione,d; they may be briefly ,recapitulated l1li 

follows. The gold discoveries of'4merica and Australia in 1848 led to a large influx 
of go~d into Europe, raising prices and creating a demand for Indian productions. 'I he 
substitution of gold for silver in the currencies of the principal European countries 
cheapened the latter metal and made it available for export to India. The Crimean 
War at the same time led to the development of the hade of India in jute and oil. 
/ileeds: Th~ Indian Mntiny necessitated large remittances in silver for expendi
ture ID India, and .the construction. of public wQl'ks, especially railways, had the ssme 
lIl1iect.· The Amcncan War and the consequent Cotton famine in England developrd an 



enormous trade in the somewhat hitherto despised Indian cotton. The net imporfa intO 
India of gold and silver which in the decade ending 1849 was 21 millions rose 8UOCes

'sively to 70.millions in the decade ending 1859, and to ~59 millions in the decade 
ending 1869. Thirdly, af~er 1870, prices fell by ahout 20 per cent. from the level thlly 
had attained in 1865;lnit were-nevertheless nearly twice as higll as in 1853, and liG 
per cent. higher than in the earlier years of the oentury. The,~-aotion was brought 
about of course by the cessation of the causes which had led to the'influx into India 
of the precious metals in the previous decade. The cotton famine in England en.ded 
with the American war and the United States resumed their position as the chief 8Up" 
pliers of cotton to England, and the loans for the oonstruction of public works in India 
ceased. India, instead of receiving large sums of money, had to remit large sums in 
payment of interest on the obligations already oontracted and to meet the increased 
charges incurred in England as a cOilsequence of the amalgamation ()f Indian A:rmy 
with that in England. ' '1'he net imports of gold and silver Ilmounted in the five years 
ending 1874 only to 15 and 18 millions against 29 and 50 millions respectively in the 
previous five years. Fourthly,. leaving out of account the last two years ot 'drought; 
the average prices of the previone five years show a sligh t inorease as oompared with 
thos .. in the five years' ending 1874, i.e., the years immediately preceding the great 
famine of 1876-78. 

28. The great benefits conferred on the country by the improvement of Clom" 
E~oot of th . t f . Ii . munications are too obvious to need de-

e unprovemen 0 OommUDlca ona on p....... tailed consideration. Nevertheless a few 
facts gleaned from the old reports will here be given to enable us to realize what im
mense advance there has been in this direction. Owing to the absence of roads, pack 
bullocks and coolies were the only means of conveyance ,60 or 70 years agoi and the 
eost of transport of bulky articles for long distances was consequently prohibitiv61 
Buchanan, writing in 1800,'l'tates that the wage' of a cooly in the Coimbatorc district 
for carrying a man's load 10 mile& was 2 gopali fanams or 5 annas 4 pies. -The' 
pacification of the country led to Ii .revival of trade ana the increase in the means of 
conveyance, and we aocordingly find that the rate was reduced to 2 annas 6 piss io. 
1804 and to 2 annas in 1839, The hire of Ii bullock oarrying, say, 200 lb. II). miles~ 
was 5 annas in 1809 and 4 annas in 1839. The Collector of Coimbatore writing in the, 
latter year gives the following as the cost of carriage for 100 miles of 1 ton of goods 
.by men, pack bullocks and' carts--by coolies Rs. 21-14-0; by pack bullocks- RB. 
10-15-0; by bandies lls. 8-12-0. The figures show, as might be expected, that 
carriage by coolies even in those days was the most expensive of all modes'o(convey_ 
1I.Ilce. In N ellore the cost' of carrying 1 putti of grain (742 Madras measures) was 1 
star pagoda and 5 fanams or RB. 4 for every 8 miles in 1805. Carts' were. not used iIi 
the district then or fop a long time afterwards. The Collector writing in' 1841 men
tions as a novelty that he had. fOlt the first time need carts during his'tours. The cost 
of carriage of grain by means of pack bullocks' for a distance of 8 miles amounted to 
one-third of the value of the graill which could not therefore be profitably transported to' 
plaoes distant even 24 miles, unless the price at the place of import was more than double 
that at the place of produotion. Pieoe-goods manufactured ati Nellore were carried all 
the way to Madras_ distance of Hit miles-on the' heads' of coolies. WaIajah was , 
a great emporium of trade and consequently the oost of carriage to,that station was 
lower than in other placils. Buchanail' mentions that in: 1800 the' ;hire- of a bullock
load of 8 maunds or ~OO; lb. from Bangalore to Walajah-"-ll distance of 145; miles
was Rs. 1-4-0 or Rs. 1-8~ per ron' per mile according to the nature of the' goods 
carried, and these rates, allOwing for the fall in the purchasing; power of the rupee, 
would be equivalent to Rs. 2' or Rs. ·2-8-0 at the present day. In the· case of grain 
the cost of carriage thus exceeded the value of the grain. The result was' violent 
fluotuations in one direction OP the erther in prices according as the harvests were good 
or defioient, and it often, happened that, while in one traot of country people were in 
the midst of plenty, in an adjoining tract not far distant the inhabitants were suffering 
the direst distress. When the terrible famine of 1833 was raging in 6untl1r, there 
was plenty of grain in Malabar and South Canara where it was being sold at ordinary 
prices. The report of the Cotton Committee of 1848 mentions that when grain was 
selling af; from 68. to 88, a quartel" at Kandeish, the price at Poona was from 64". to 
708. a quarter. Mr. Nioholson in his Manual of the Coimbatore district has so well 
described the revolution in trade effeoted by the improvement of communicatiuns,41 

9 
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that district that his remarks may be 'usefully quoted here. He states: cc From various. 
reports it is known that in 1800 there were practically no roads; but merely traoks; 
ther'l w.as not a cart in the district, and what traffio existed was carried on by p80k 
bullooks, and by ponies and by basket boats on the Uauvery. The result was not only 
that all imported commodities were dear, but export trade was insignificant, and only 
in valuable articles' such as ghee, spices and so forth. Grain could not be moved. so 
that prices depended on local scarcity or abundance, with the result tlu.t substantial. 
ryots were no worse off in bad years than in good, for storage was a necessity, so' 
that deficient orops were J!upplemented from the surplus of good years, which then 
fetched very high prices; while in good years, especially if consecutive, the markets 
were glutted, prices fell heaVily, and the ryots who were compelled to sell in order to 
meet the Government and other demands were ruined by their own superabundance. 
This reproach remained for many years, so that average prices between 1849-53 were 
lower tljan at any previous time, while in times of famine, as in 1824 and 1837, the 
difference in prices between famine and non-famine districta- was very serious. There 
are now (1887) in the district above 1,500 miles of metalled or gravelled roads in good 
order, besides numerous cross . roads .and village lanelf and 147. miles of railway
Madras and South Indian. The result of this improvement is, an immense internal 

. traffic between the various trade centres, such as weekly markets and towns, and a 
considerable import and -export trade in which thousands of carts take part with 
railways. Every village has several and every town hundreds of carta which are 
extensively built in many places. The value of the rail-borne traffio has not been 
ascertained, b'ut one or two Jacts may be noted-ell that in the late famine grain was 
poured by thousands of ,tons, while thll price of rice at the height of famine difiered 
from that at Tanjore, whence it was supplied by only about 3 lb. per rupee; (2) that 
private trade has'been 80 stimulated by the railway that at the least hint of scarcity in 
!Iony other. district or province 'grain is at once moved, e.g., in the early months of 11!84, 
scarcity se.emed imminent in N orthem India, and the Coimbatore Railway Stations 
were crammed with grain mroute northwards; (3). that trades such as the considerable 
tanning industry" coffee growing, &c., have been begotten by the railway, which 
~arries the prpduce cheaply to the coast; (4) that upon the making of the railway, 
prices, to the great advantage of the ryot, speedily doubled owing to export facilities; 
:with this great rise in grain prices, land prices also rose, so that land, especiaUy near 
~he railways, is now worth from 6, to 10 times its value when the Madras Railway 
was lI).ade; (5) that the production of valuable crops has been greatly stimulated, 
.tobacco, which has long been grown largely owing to the West COWlt demand, being 
excepted. It is to be note4 that railways cannot yet compete with carts for local 
traffic of say 30 miles' run, owing to the rates at which ryots can .afford to hire out 
their carts during j;he non-cultivation, season." Mr. Nicholeon's observations which 
have reference to theCoimbatore district are equally applicable to the other parts of 
the Presidency. We have already Been that at the beginning of the century roads 
were practioally non-existent, and that in 1852 there were only 8,000 miles of roads 
hardly deserving. the name •. There are now 25,000 miles of road in the Presidency 
,mamtained by the Local Fund Boards in fair order, 2,000 miles of railway, and 1,500 
;Juiles of canals" . Ai! pointed out by Mr. Nicholson, the number of carts has enor
,mously increased coincidentally 'with increase in the mileage of railways. In the 
,Presidency as a whole there were only 90,000 carts in 1850; in 1877-78 there were 
.2,84,000 and, there are now 436,000 ,or nearly 5 times as many as in 1850. There 
,was nota single cart in SouthCanarain J838; there are now 3,000 carts. In 
Salem II tax, on carts at the rate .of. L rupee was levied .in 1836 and the number, of 
carts in the district was ascertained to be 1,189. The number had increased to lI,296 
,in 1847 and the number,in use at present is 12,400." The hire of a cart which was 
As. 14 in 1838 w~ reduoed to,As. 8 in HS47, while the load of a cart which was no \ 
:more than 300 lb. at the former had increase9, to 1,000 lb. at the latter date. The rate 
-in force in" 1838 was thus 6 timell the rate in 1847.. In the latter y6!U' the purchasing 
,power of money was 21- timcs at least as high as it is now, and ~onsequently As. Ii 
then would be equivalent to Rs. 1-4-0 now. The ordinary rate of hire for a cart is 1 
:rupee per diem at present, and as a cart-load is about 1,000 lb. and the distance 

,. The argument which is IOmetim .. put forward that railwaya by IUperoeding carlo have 1'81Idered &h. breeding 
of cattle for draught unneoeuary and prejudicially affected agriculture, ii, it will bel8eD from the above remal'lEl, to a 
"feat ."tcm~ wounded.' , , 
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hauled every day 15 miles on an average, this rate is equivalent to about As .. 2-8 
per ton per mile, while the cost of carriage by railway is about 8 pies per ~on per 
mile or a little more than one-fourth of the cost of carriage, by carts.. The cost of 
carriage in boats on the canals is about half of that on railways. Confining our 
attention to the main railways and canals in this PresidencYr the quantity of good$, 
and the number of passengers carried in 1888-89 were for Madras Railway--:-passengers. 
8,003,205 over an average distance of 39·1 miles and goods 1,088,774 tons over .aO:~ 
average distance of 105 miles; for Bouth Indian Railway-passengers 7,212,2990vet· 
an average distance of 35'12 miles and goods 1,349,433 tons over an average distauce:: 
of 46·9 miles. In thA Godavari, Iristna and Buckingham canals, the number of. 
passengers carriod was 480,000 and the ton-mileage of goods 36 millions. Leaving' 
out of consideration the passenger traffic, the saving in the cost of carriage of goods 
alone caused by tbe Sllbstitution of carriage by railways and canals for conveyance by 
carts may roughly be estimated at 27 crorell of rupees every year ; that is nearly five 
times tbe entire land revenue of the Presidency. If the saving in time, and the 
diminished risk of loss III by robbery and of damage by exposure to tbe weather be 

. taken into account, tbe real saving in cost will be. found to be very much greater. 
Of course, under the old conditions it would have ;!>een. impossible to carry anything, 
like the quantity of goods now sent from place to place, or in other words; the im
mense trade that now exists would not have been possible but for the extension of 
communications. It is a well known fact that silver has fallen considerably in value 
since 1873, and, under ordinary circumstances, we should have expected that prices 
of the principal commodities in India would have risen in the same proportion. Thel 
cheapening of the cost of carriage has, however, been .so great as to neutralize almost!, 
wholly the rise in . prices, and the consequence is that the prices of food grains duringl 
recent years are slightly, if at all, in excess of the prices in 1873.' ". I 

,2lJ. The statisti~s available as regards Bea-bo~e trade of the several provinces 

T d l~ dim . included. in this Presidency for the last 
ra e._ ..... 0l1li. t . ht b d, fra cen ury are, as mIg e expecte g~ 

mentary and imperfect. In the "roliticalSurvey of the Northern Circars " written 
by M.r. Grant and printed as append.iJ; to, c'. Fifth Report," and in Buchanan'. 
" Journey" in 1800, we have scattered aucounta of both sea-borne and inland trade 
which was carried on 11 on a very small scale. According to Grant the value of the 
sea-borne and inland trade of the Northern Circars amounted only to 'i 6 lakhsof 

. .. Even &8 regards pa.uengers, th~ riske iu tr~~ening b~ rallways ·~e ~com~b11 lIDaDer tun the· mb of 
travelling by other conveyances, Ilotwithatanding the tBnible mil",ay accidents that occ&8ionaU, OCCUl'. The numbor of 
paaaengera carried by the Madme and South Indian ICailwaya in 1889-9O-waa bpwude of 16j milluma, .. hile the number of 
penona killed waH 32. In England the number (If penon8 killed by railway accidents dunng the yean 1882 to 1886 W8I 
1 in 60 mi!liona of ~gere. M.r. ~~nry. Wa'td In hie ~lic1e on. '~-Locom.otion and Transport It i.n the jubilee 
volume entitled II 'the ReIgn of Queen \i leW).', .. " ear': "Fl-om,. a companIon between tbe number of acmdenta and the 
average train mileage, it may be deduced that a man In order to eeoure his de.tth must begin to travel as soon aa he is hom 
and m01'e day and night at the rate of 20 milea an hour for ~66 yeare. EVeD to make thA risk, from. railway travel':' 
ling equa~ to those from general ca.U88I1 he must punue the pnct.ioe lor 9 year&. Very few have time eyeD. toget injmed 
by the nulway." 
. III We muat be on Our guard againat accepting too literally the e:uggeratc4 account.e given of the trade of India. by 
lUlclant writers. '!'ho WltD.t of oommunicatioDS, as we have already SeeD, mRde it impouible for any extensive trade being 
carried. on in bulky articles in general dem .. nd aMong the people. The chief articles 01 uport were cotton m"aline of 
th'!l beat texture! and prioted. clothe, silk and spicee and latterly coa.rse cloths and indigo. India. received the value of the 
ell.purts in gold and Irilver, aa aU neceBStUies of life weN produced in the country, the imvorta beiDg a:mall qll&Dtiti811 of 
tin, lead, gla8e, amber. IIte1U for BmlI and frankincense from. Arabia. In_ these circumstances, the trade Qf India, in former 
times, though large perba.pe u ~m~ with the trade of other countries. muet have been of lIDall proportions when judged 
'by modern standards, and 'W88 earned. on -mtermittently; for, other oouotries could not afford to be eellding preoiouBmetala 
continually to India, and 88 the riee of prices iD. India und8l" 8uch oircumstance8 must have ntinguiahed the trade, un_ 
1881 thp:re was a large demand for the froduotiOn8 of Europe in IntJia.. The arbiolea jn·delD&Jld in Euyope were lUah .. only 
the richEllt ("1&8881 forming lUI inAigmficant portion of the populntion could purchase. For -mance, apicee WeN much 
eateemed in Europe, the Indi&D' trade being there known as the 'Pice-trade. The price-of mob &1'ticlee aa pepper, carda
moml, &:0., WitS aahigh &8 11_. a lb. in the 14th century, that i8 more than ten timee ~e pricein India, taking the nominal 
valnel, wbile the purclwainjr power 01 money W88 between 8 and 12 times of what it ia atp,reaent. The difference between. 
the prioes of articlee in India and in Europe was reduced after the disoovery of the Cape of Good Heroe, but tJtill. it was 

. very considerable. For instance, the price of pepper which waa 8 •. a. lb. Wa.8 rednoed to h. 84. a 1lh: In 1621.Mr. Muma,. 

. one of the Director. of the East.India Oomp&D7. e8timated the qUB.Iltity of Indiaa articles- imported and their priCQ at the 
placeo of uport ... d iIoport aalollowll ,,- , . Fri" .... m· Ill'" 

. UDo . Price in Englancl 
per lb.. per lb. . . 

250,000 Ib. of pep",," . •• 2i4. I •• 8d. 
160~OOO " of Clove8 ' 911. &. Od. 
150,000" of nutmege '4. 2,. 6t1. 
60,000" of 011108 '. 8d'. 6,. Otl. 

200.000" of indigo ;. 11. 2t1. 6,. 04. 
107,140" of China 1'&"Ir lIilk 1 •• Otl. 20.. 04. 

Ordinary coarse cl.oUls ealled " oaliooElll tt which eo.t 7" in India were 801d in England at th. a r,' ace. In the Brat. qua.rter 
of the C8'D~ the value of articles exported from India to Europe was estimated at about hal B millinn eterling _The 
.alue of bulhon and mton.'hfllldizft hrportcd b)' the East India Company into MadTal from 1708 to 1811. n period of ]04 
yuan, was liO million6 aterling- bullion 12 milliOllI .pd mer~hand:i&e 8 millic.lUI. . 
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rupees made up as follows :--Exports by Europeans of fine cloth manufactures 30 Luros; 
coasting trade to Madras chiefly in grain valued at 25lakhs;. I)xports of coarser olotha 
for the ,Eastern markets 10 lakha; and inland trade in salt and pieoe-gooda 10 lakhs. 
III 1889.-90, in the single port of Cooanada, the value of the sea-horne trade amounted 
to 200 18khs. Fairly reliable statisti08 are available in regard to sea-borne trade sinoe 
the beginliing of the century, and the rapid progress made in this direction will be 
Been from the figures given in the subjoined table :- . 

J.loreigll ·CoaetiDs Tola! Av .... ge of 10 7- ~mde- ~md.- millioDl, Jh,. mi11iona, as, mil1iollll. Rx. 

1810 .. .. 1'72 I'U ,·n 
1820 ,. .. 1'64 1'26 2'90 
1830 .. .. 1'98 1'62 8'10 . 
1840 . . '. .. 1'80 1'89 8'69 

EndUlg 3111 m: ........ 1860 .. .. '2'42 2'24 "66 
1860 .'19 8'07 - 7'18 .. .. 

0 1870 •• .. 8'17 6'39 I 14'66 
1860 .. .. 10'78 11'07 .21'86 

. 1890 .. .. 14'64 10'41 24'96 
Ew the rear 1889-1890 .. .. 18'28 U'37 29'60 

. , 
~_' No"."':"1'he tig,u.e. shown above to, under oouting trad~'" represent the ~lue' of imports from and exporta to p~ • 

. wi1lhia 'llhe--Preeidency 88 well as porta ~ other parte of In~: As, how~, ~ the former 0B;'8 the impo~ 01 one port an 
.;cihe exportB of another, the value of mterportal ,trade W1thiD the Pze8tdeucy 11 reckoned tWld'eOyer., For matance, in the 

11'8; riWlions, 1U:. ahownas the value of the coasting trade, 4·e million, Rx. l'epreaentl the aggregate value of ilt.poft 
· ... 4 expo" t.rade sa betw."" port. within the P....o.d.".y aDd half of il ahould b. cIodllCted fmm tho lotoJ _ .. 

:ne table ~bove given shows that, during the first half ofthe century, there was. not 
only no improvement in sea-borne trade, but that it shoWlld a tendency to decline. 

',The East, India .Company was deprived of its commerc~al privileges e~oept as regar~ 
.the China tradecin 1813, 8Ild the monopoly of the China trade also was abolished III 

'1833; The internal trade of the country, owing to the want of communications and 
the levy of the oppressive transit duties, was very restrioted, and the Presidency itself 
1ViLs liuffering from agricultural· depression. Sinoe 1860, howeve~ in consequence of the 
development of communications; the abolition of transit duties and customs duties on 

· interportaltrade and other causes which have been already more than once referred to, 
the'trade hasadvanoed by" leaps_and bounds.'." This will be still more manifest if we 

. take one port, Tuticorin for instanoe, and examine how its trade has progressed. In 
'tli& early years of the- oentury the trade of the whole distriot of Tinnevelly, both by sea 
and land, was very snuill. ·'l'here were-only 16 ships (native oraft) engaged in sea 
traffio, and the trade was ohiefly in jaggery with Madras and in cloth with Colombo. 

· The total exports by sea and land amounted only to 14 lakhs of rupoes, of which about 
4 lakhs represented the Company's investments. The trade by land consisted of raw 
cotton valued at Re •. 80,tlOO and tobacco valued at Rs. 75,000. The imports were 
insignifiosnt, consisting of small quantities of pepper and oocasionally rice. The 
progress of sea-bome tr&de since 1830 has been as follows :-1830-Exports 21 lakha 
of rupees, imports 2 lakhs, total 23 lills; 185Q-:51-Exports 15 lakhs, imports 
, lakhs, total17lalrha; 1875-76..;:...Exports 751akhs, imports 511akha, total 126 lakhs ; 
1889-90-Exports 200 lakhs and imports 321akhs, totaU!32lakhs. In 1830 the cbief 
artioles of-exports 'Yere jaggery 1'16 lakhs; cotton 8·48 lakhs; cotton goods lO'IH 

· lakhs and miscellaneous artioles 1'38 lills. In 1889~90 the exports were jaggery 
17 luhs; cotton 146 lakhs; cotton goods 7'46 lakhs and other artioles 29'54 lakhs. 
The trade of· the other ports of the Presidency,with the exception of Masulipatam, 
has. likewise increased very considerably. 

" . As regards inland trade, the distant traffio carried on by means of railwaY8 between 
;groups of districts into which the l'residenoy is divided for the purposes of registration 
of this trafB.o amounted in 1889-90 .to 31'85 millions of Indian maunds as shown 
below:-' -

Ex t.e1'Jlal trade-

Million 
maundl. 

Imports into Madras PreaideDtlf, exoindiDg the ehief sea-port toWDS. 2,60 
Do. Madras chief sea-port towD8 ••• ...... ... l' HI 

8'18 -
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External trad~"tr .. ued. 
ExpOl'tS froln Madras, excluding tbe-obieCsea-port towns .. , 

Do. Madl'a. sea-port toWDS '... ••• • .. 

Internal trade.,..., 
Of Madras Presidency, exoluding chi'ef sea-port towns 

Do. Chief sea-port t&WDS ... _.. ... ' ... '" 

Killion . 
maundl. 

10'86 
••• 12'90 

23'76 

The traffic borne on the Godavari, K:istna and Buckingham canals in 1889-90 
was 21'44 maunds valued at 6'41crores of rupees and the ton mileage 36'03 millions.' 
'l'he cost of carnage alone of. this merchandize at 4, pies per ton per mile must have 
amounted to not less than 75 iakhs of rupees. The trade with the French Settlements 
was valued at 2'15 crores of rupees. 

Besides the above, there is an immense traffic cani.ed on by roads which is not.J 
registered. In 18RS-89 an attempt was made to register the traffic on some of the 
more important roads in the Ganjam, South Oanara, Cuddapah, North Arcot and Madura 
districts. The registration was necessarily imperfect, but the quantity, of the 
l'egistel'ed traffi., was fouud to be above 4. million maunds. The traffic regisliered. 
r('presents of course only a very· small portion of the total road traffic of the country. 
Moreover, there is a large amount of petty laeal traffic for distribution of mer., 
ehandize in retail by means of weekly fairs b.eId ill several places in the Presidency. 
We have no meallll of estimating the value af traffic -which is not camed on the main 
tiRes of communication, but there oan be- no doubt that.its aggregate amount is very 
lllrge. ", 

30. Now, of the abovementioned sea-bornll and inI8nd traffic, it will be quite 
TIl a<l ta' III trade. Within the mark lei state that nine-tenths. 

• van 11'" h~ sprung up ~O; &I\d this stI!.te-
~\l.~!~~l!_ap.plitlllbll!..tll_a_ gr,eliter..-!!egr.eiUo ~Il~~~ s~~1l:. tra~o, .as land. car
I'Ulge 1n former years owmg to want of commuDlootions was more expenSlve than sea: 
carriage, and the land traffic was in consequence restricted to articles, of sinall bulk and' 
high value. It seems almost an act of supererogation to attempt to pt'01J6 that all this 
development of traffic has been of benefit tothll country, but as the increase of traffic, 
and especially foreign traffio, is, sometimes spokell of as if it were an evil and not a 
benllfit by PllrsOns who ought to know better, it may not be considered to be alto

,gllther unnecessary to examine in what the advantages of trade consist and whether 
these adwUltages are outweighed by any counterbalancing evils. The following 
remarks of Professor Thorold Rogers explain succinctly what are the advantages of 
trade in genllral and of foreign trade in particular. He says': "The eco!lOmical bene
fits of trade and of that ullderstanding between nations, which Imds to the exchange 
of products, which prorecte merchants and merchandize and gives bmporarily to,the 
foreigner, under more or less easy conditions, opportunities of commllroe, are obvious 
and trite. ·r!l!t~i§.tributiol!: ctl!!'.<!~ucte to Jhll~eatll.st pOJIsibl~leoiprQll,~ advan.t;fl.g!l. is 
the first and most enduring stimiiliW.t to trade. In all acts of exohanglll the buyer has' 
the strongest inducement to get what he most needs; and in ccmmerce, both parties buy' 
and both parties selL Trade is again the most, llfficient instruo.tor' as to the natural 
benefits of soil, climate and material, and it teaches this With the greatest 'rapidity and' 
8ccuracy;- The greatest service which unimpeded trade does' to a community which· 
has accepted it, is tbat it informs the people who desire to exchangll' their products,' 
what are the best kinds of muterial on which to exercise their industry and devlliop 
that utility which is the sole end of eoonomicallabour. Hence it sUl?plies the anSwer' 
to the important problem-Has the industry in which a country 18 engaged been, 
determined on in the most produotive direction, dOllS it' produce the grestest possible: 
results With thll least possible expenditure of force p. Hence it acts as a stimulant for' 
the disoovery of lab~l\yjng jnstrnments and of co~sa~!!lce~e8, for any waste
is labour needlessly and unprofitably expen~ It leads to the discovery of natural 
resources, as in thisoountry(England) coal, salt and iron, the last two- of, which,: 

19 
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before certain discoveries were made, were imported into this comtTY'" Bearing 
these remarks in mind, I will endeavour to show by an analysis of the .statistics 
of trade in the principal articles of export, and import to what extent the couJltI y 
haa benefited bi the inorelise of trade. ' 

31. ,C'!.tton.-Among the articles of export, cotton is the mOilt important. ID 
The - of Irads' the . 'paI articleo of aport B55-66 the exports of ootton were only 
,ptogrea 1D - • 21 million lb. valued at 25 lakhs of rupees, 

whereas DOW, the exports are 1)8 million lb. valued at 21 orores of rupees; ,and IIf this 
inoreasedvarlle.~ larger share reaches the cultivator now than hdid ,in former years. 
For instanoe,in 1848, Dr. Forbes Watson, Reporter of the Economio Products ofIndia, 
stated tli/I.tthe cost of raising cotton in the Bombay Presidency was l!tl. per lb.; the' 
cost of earriage to Bombay wes lid. or 120 per cent. of the cost of the article at the 
place oC:production; and freight to England and connected charges were ltl. a lb. ; so 
that .Indian cotton could not be sold in England at less than 4tl. a lb. The producer 
thus. obtained for his article only abont 37i per cent. of the price at whioh. it was sol.I 
in,England, the remaindetbeing absorbed.in the cost of earriage and the profita of 
middlemen. . Now owing to tho great cheapening of the eoet of carriage by land by the 
in~uction, o~ rail ways, and of sea freight by improvements in .~he construction of 
jteaniert$,the 'producer in India secureS something like 66 • per cent. of the price, 
• ~- I .~pPead bel .... th.""lculation. S;YOB hY th& AgricuI- ' realized in the English market. 'The deve
tum! InBpeclorPranatsrtibara Aiyar in 'Ina, .. pori on Iopment of the export trade in cotton nas 
cotton oultivation in the Tinae.elly district. also led. to the establishment of 41 cotton 
~~::E~=~on:':'b4:' ... =.. ~ BO........ pr~ssea in which the qURnt.ity of cottOI1 
at 10.611. per rup&B •• 146, 0 o pressed amounts to 95f. million lb • 
.. Deduct chargea- . --- .. 

tr:::::.'f: :: ::.. .~ ~ : Coffee.-The cultivation and trade iu 
Freight. eommiNion. 10:0. •• ), 14 Q co:liee, as is well known, have been en-
;Firm'. ~ro6t .... •• 4 0 0 ti' ltd d dId . h' h Principal d .. I ..... prodt.. .. .. I' o· 0 . re y crea e aD eve ope Wlt 1D t 8 
Othsr charges bom. by th. llIb-d&Bler •• 2 0 0 last 40 years. The value of the coffee 
Ole.ning che.g.. .. 10 0 0 t d' 1889 90 d ] Sub-deoj.let·.pr06t ., .. •• .. a . 0 II expor e ill - amounte to] li 

'llagging and ... rt&ge 1-0 0 crores of rupees. It is estimated that the 
as 0 0 amount expended on the maintenance "t 
-' -- coffee plantations on the ~il!JlloDe is 

108 Q Q 20 lakhs of rupees, of whioh Bbont one. 
27 0 0 third is paid as wages to coolies and goes 

to support 14,000 labouring families from 
~ :: the plains. 23 large works for curing 

,coffee have been established, the outturu 
ll ...... ooo\of raIaing the cotton .. a::: being estimated at 181 million lb. valued 

26 '0 at nearly one crore of rupees. Thes~ 

· lIafa ..... 'baing th& yaJUa to the ryol of I 
landy. of olean ~tton • • • • .... •• 
• Th& .. I .... to the ryot of 12~ Iii. of _ 
iotton, bein!ftbo .utlom of I .... .. .. 
, Val"" of It podia (!I28Ib. eoah) of sesd .t 
II.:. pRpodi .. '.. .. ... .. 

, T al1lO of tbr&& <l&rii·1oode .f plan'" '.' ' 

Net pram per..... •• works afford employment to 7,500 hands. 
, Intlig& ~ another artiole of expoti!; which has rapidly progressed within the List. 

40 years" In 185~ the exports, were, 2'9 million lb. valued at 43 lakhs. Ii. 
1889-90 the quantity exported was 6'1 million lb. and the value 119 lakhs of rupeee.. 
:rhe Colleotor of, Cuddapah. in which districi indigo is extensively lJIanufactured, 
writing in,1853, states that at the !lommen!lllment of tho century" the manufacture of 
indigo was in its rudest state, and the plant from which it is extracted grown t.o a,./ 
limited extent; the Qultivation of this plant was formerly Iloufined to the south· eastern 
portion of the 4istrict, but now is gradually extending to the north and west. The 
inQigo j.tself was .mailUfaotwoedin earthen pots 'With great labour and eonsiderable 
expense, and was of inferior quality, but. in later years a mure improved and hett!)!" 
systelJl' of manuflW~ure .has been introduced and the culture of the plant greatly 
¥1cr\lased. The produce of, this plant from its quality is well known in tho European 
mark;etl!, ,and its culture has proved of the greatest benefit to the cultivatolll both rich 

. andpoQr, as a read.y market is. , found for any quantity whioh may be groWD; the '!fi8hrer
ryotl! receiveadva!!£~!tho~n!eres~_~.!D.-the_,!:03l.JhyJit~ who have estab cd 
iniIigo manUfactories, and wno, shoiiliftheir crop be insufficient to repay the advances. 
r.eceived,. are seldom pressed for payment, unless it is ascertained thai they are endea., 
vouring to !iefraud those from whom they have received liberal advances, by disposing 
of ~heir crop to another party. l.'his system til a oonsiderable extent relieves the 
JlOOrer,J'f.ots frQm tile e~orl!i~t~tere"t, de!Ilanded, by~gebakalla and shroiYs, and.. J 



thus, inStead Of being ruined by usurious interest,' they wit.h a little care and manag';' 
mentmay repay all their advances from their cropsdnring the following year, aod 
obtain '8ufficient profit t<J. satisfy the Cirear .,demand and. to. maintain theUlsel ves aod 
families." The manufacture of indigo has, however, since passed entirely into.the 
hands of natives, while the area under indigo and the production of the dye have 
increased. 'rhe reason why Europeau agencies' cannot.copewith'natives is explained 
by an agent of a Ellropean fum to be that" the latter oao do things cheaper., The! 
mannfacture the produce of their own lands, work their own faotories and are assisted 
by relatives aod friends who are paid little or nothing, though, of course, they expect 
assistance in return. At an Europeab. agency the wee.! is purchased,and the ,cost of 
Bupllrvision and labour is very great. The weed, 88 is often the case, during somll 
seasons, yields little or no dye. European agenoies' suffer heavy losses, while nativell 
do not feel the I&ss so heavily." There are now six indigo factories and 6,393 indigo 
vats at work in the Presidency, t.he quantity of indigo manufactured being estimated 
at a'8 million lb. valued at 61 lakhs of l'1j.pees. Besides the persons employed in the 
cultivation of the plant. the ,manufacture of the dye gives employment to 90,000 
persons during, the working season. Cultivation being, perfectly voluntary, no 
diffioulties or disturbances simirnr to tbose frequently expl'rienoed in Bengal, ",belie 
ind igo planters who had secured leases of land on zemindari tenureentleavoured to 
force the cultivation of indigo on ryots against their will, have ever been expel'iel!ced in 
this Presidency, The ~ig()~manufactured in Madras is Rupplantiog the, indigo of 
~!l,!.lgal, and it would, douht.less;sooiCta:ke-possessiOliof the market werrn-nomrt1it)' 
1act tliat Madras indigo is extensively adulterated by dealers. Indigo culti vation ill 
very profitable to the ryot not ooly on account of the dye, but also beeaus!' it enriches 
the soil and inoreasl's the yield 'of cereals, especially rice grown in rotation. 

. Seeds to the quantity of 813,000 cwts .. valued at 16llakhs of rupees were exporte4 
in l855-tlo., The exports in 1!lBU-90 had increased toa little less than 2 million 
OWlS. valued at IlU lakl.s of rupees. The trade in earth-nuts especially, has 
developecl within the last 'few years and as.umed large dimensions. Forty years ago, 
earth-nuts were unknown to European commerce. The cultivll,tion :9f this crop has" 
extended rapidly in the South Arcot, district where the acreage under this crop, has 
increased from about ,6,700 acres to ~90,000 acres. As ground-nuts,lio not require 
irrigation or much care in cultivation, and as they grow on dry, sandy soil, the trade 
in .this article has increased the profits and the value of Werior lands. Besides' th~ 
exports of earth-nuts from Hritish ports, large quantities, the produce chiefly of the 
South Arcot district, are shipped from Pondicherry. In 1889 and 1890 the exports 
wel'e valued at 14 and 9~ million francs, the diminished exports in the latter year 
being due 'to diminishe4 production owing to adverse agrioultural season. The value 
of exports of vegetable oils which was 6t'lakhs of rupees in, 1855--56 increased in 
18!l9-90 to 51* lakhs of rupees, which is less than half the value of exports of seeds. 
There are 16 lamp-oil manufaotories in the God:1vlU'i district turning out about 1 () 
lakhs' worth of oil, and there ,are a few mills in other districts, doing. a small business, 
The large expol't of seeds, however, shows that there is much scope for the. establish
mentot additional oil-mills at convenient oentres, for, the substitution of exports'of 
oils fur exports of seeds will cause a !laving in the cost of oarriage, while providing 
employment to a large number of labourers in this'country and enabling the ryots to 
utilize the refuse of tile oil-mills as manure or as lood for eattle. 

SU.9flr is both an article of export and import 'in this Presidency. In 185S~S6 
about SIlO,OOO owts. were exported, the value being nearly 32 lakhs of rupees. 'In 
1889-90 the ilJtports were nea!:ty three times as muoh,-I ,050,000 cwts. "aJued at 86 
lakhs of rupees. The imports by sea in 1889-90 'fere valued at 51 lakhs of rupees.' 
About 155,000 maunds or 110,000 ow. were also ,received by land from Mysore wher& 
sugar, both refined and unrefined, is extensively manufactured. ,Ther!!, are, 6 )arge, 
sugar factories for the manufaoture of refined sugar, and these give employment' to 
about 2,000 persons. The art of manufacturing orystallized and refined SURar was in the' 
beginning of the century a mystery known to very few. Hlichananstates that 
sugar-candy made at Chickabalapura in Mysore " is equal to the Chinese and the elayed' 
sugar is very white and fine. The art of making it is kept a secret. 'fhe price at' 
whioh they sell precludes an extensive !lale. Chinese sugar-candy is Bold at Seringa-' 
patam cheaper than the local produce is sold here." , The Chinese sugar·candy was sold. 
at Banga!ore at £5--1-1; or say Rs. 50 per owt., whilo the present price ianQt mor~ ~ 
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RI. 20 per cwt., i.e., the present price of the article, allowing for the fan in the 
, purchasing power of Ploney in India, is a little more than one-fourth of what it was in' 
the beginning of the century. The production of unrefine41 Bugar has greatly, 
inc~ased, especially in the Godavari, district. The rail-borne inland trolffic in this 
,rticle in this Presidency 'amounted to Ii millioll maunds. Iron mills are rapidly 
8uperseding the old inefficient wooden mills in extracting the juice of cknes. There i. 
grmt ecope for the cultivation of cane and manufacture of sugar ill thi., Presidency in 
the lands commanded by the great irrigation systems. Two years ago Messrs. Travers 
and Sons of London pointed out that under proper arrangements India ought to be 
able to produce all the refined sugar it wants, iIll!tead of exporting both crude sugar 
and labour to Mauritius, and receiving back refined sugar. The explanation for this 
is to be found in the mct that the price of refined sugar has enormously fallen, 
owing to the competition of bounty fed beet sugar in France and Germany and the 
difficulty of getting cane grown near factories on a sufficiently large scale to make the 
manufacture of sugar by improved processes profitable. The latter difficulty is not, 
however, very formidable, and if a satisfactory solution of ihe sugar bounty question 
in Europe is arrived at" a considerable extension of the Bugar industry in this Presi-
dency might be hoped for." . _ 

Spic~8.-The trade in spices is an lincient one in this Presidency. 'The exports 
were in 1855-66 of the value of 24 lakhs of rupees and in 1889-90, 71 lakhs. 

Food-graim.-The net exports of food-grains have not increased, 'but on the con
trary shows a slight decline, owing to competition of the cheap rice from Burma and-
Bengal. . 

Piec~-gootl8.-The exports of cotton piece. goods were in 1855-56, 1,894,504 pieces 
and 223,140 yards valued at 21} lakhs of rupees. In 11!S89-90,1,10tl,165 pieces and 
13,638,070 yards val1led at (1) lakhli of rupees W('re exported. The cloths 1Vere 
partly the products of hand looms and cotton mills established in the country and, 
partly foreign manufactures dyed in the country and re-cxported~ 1'hr.r8 were at the' 
end of 18b9·!)n...s cotton mills w0fl)e~k s~eam. .The number of persons employed 
was 6,00o,alld tlieqUantHyoIciO n wor e up amounted to 20i million lb. Addi-
tional mills have since been established. . 

Of leBS important articleR of exports, the value of tobacCB has risen from a little 
over 2 lakhs in 1855-56 to 17 lakhs in 1889-90, and ,tea from} a lakh to 5lakhs. 
Oinckona is a plant very recently introduce1, and the exports of this drug from this 
Presidency amounted to 12 lakhs of rupees. In connection with the manufacture of 
tobacco, there are 32 factories in which cigars to the value of upwards of 7 lakhs of 
rupees are manufactured. 

32. The value of the ses-borne imports of the Presidency amounted in 1889-90 
, , " to 9i crore. of rupees, of which 4'15 
The plOP""" 01 trade III ,,,.~ articl .. aad the low crores or nearly half consisted of cotton 

CkJat at which they Iu'e !WW obtamed. • 
manufactures. Cotton plece-goods have 

!ncreased from about 28 lakhs in 1855-56 to 268 lakhs in 1889-90; ootton twist 
from 23 to 147 lakha; metals from 11 ~o 58 lakhs; liquors from }:i to 21 lakb •• 
The other articles imported in 1889-90 were railway materials 40 lakhs; timber and: 
wood 21 lakhs; hardware ,and cutlery 20 lakhs; coal, machinery and mill work 34 

.. t A recent -enquirr instituted by the Govemment 01 India lIhowed that the difficulties in the way of the introductioa 
at improved methoda ,of m&Duiacture of .sugar on BD extensive ecale were the following :-

, 1-' (II> The oultivation of eugar-ame is limited by the supply not onl;y of water lor irrigation, but alao of m&D1Il'6. (J) 
Alcultivation in India is contineci to small IBl'lDaor holdings, each cultivator who i8 able to grow the uop at aU oaD only 
find manure enough for a BJD&ll area, generally leu than half an acre, of eugar-cane. The plot. ofsug&l'-cane are, there
fore, ~Ji lcattered. even in a canal iJrigated tractl (II) A central factory has a.ooordirucly to bring in it. luppliee of 
bane in quantitiea over varying dietancea, in many cues the distance being great. (d) The t:lBI1'iage of oanes 01'. 

a long di8tan~ eve in • climate like that of the Mauritiue, is detrimental to the joice for the purpoaee of lupr-makmg. 
It ie much more 80 in India~ where the C8Ilee ripen at the season when the atmosphere ie drieet, and suffer, therefore, the 
muimum of injury. (0) The M.uritius system of f!rowing Jargo ....... t intenala ia not adapted to the sreater pari of 
India, where in order to prevent the mpu of dry air into the llelds, Imall eanea ha~e to be grown in c10ee ooota.cli. (f) 
The amount of. CBD.b which can be grown, limited. 81 it hi by the supply of water 8Ild DlaDtu'e, barely aufficee tOl' the ",ante 
Of the Indian population. It seema to be at present .. profitable to produce e08188 eugtU" tor their use 88 highly refined 
IlUgar for export. There ia, therefore, no I1lfficient ind1108lD.ent to capital to embark 00 the more difficult and expenaiv. 

stem .. 
., Jdi.; Td.aker m his report on the ~ndtrade of India, lot ]888 .. 89, addJ". farther obstacle to·aug&r re8ninJ ill Jndia· 
eXists in the high diftenqLtiaJ ..... Ie. which the condition. of the Indian _mee systbm require to be placed OB .splntl made 
on the ·European. method . .., compared with that levied on apidte ~D:flctured by the indigenous proeeIIJ. The sup!' 
"fiDeI'·in India itr thus placed at a diBRdvantage ill ~ to the utilization of his molassea in the form. of spirit..'· In 
tbill Pre.eidency, however, the lO-ca.1led. COUDtry liquor u mml,.. ma.de from molaaBee aecordiDA' f9 ~uropeaD meihodl of 
diolill&tioJ1. and the !>thor clifBoultieo in .......,..t to liIe oulli...uOll 01 _. will not be iIilIioull to ........ _ if iii. "' .... ,,. .,-iII Buo_ 00 .... - be.boliahed", ' ; 
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.1akhs; salt 28 lakb.!I; lIPPlml1 28.1akhs; kerosn;e 'and· otbilr ,oils, 20, 'lak.l~s j' ,.spiCes· 
andareca-nnte 19 'lakbs; gunny' bags n. Iakhsj stl\tionery' 14 clakbs ~ provisions, 
) 4 lakbs; drugs and medicines 9 lakhs.j : w.oollen .goods . 8 lakhs; l!Ugar 61akhll ; 
· raw silk ,12 lakhs; books 3' lakhs ;. other minor commodities II .. lakhs .. , Some ,of' 
the artioles, !Inch 8fl machinery and mill~work,.·. could not· of cmuse have. been .• ptlO

'.cured except by means offoreigntrade. In the casecOf .other articles, 'the cost, that 
is, not merely· nominal prices but real. values, allowing for change in·the purchasing 
power of money, has been· .enormously reduced. For instance, the. money price: of 
cotton goods,' it will be seen from the. statement given .in the: appendix,· is WlW. a'l\ont 
trds of the price in 1850, and as thll purchasing power (If money estimated in ,terms. of 
food-grains is now only f of what it waS in 1850, it.isclear that.a ryot on the coast 
has DOW. to give in. exchange [or cloth a little more than one-fourth of the quantity of, 
grain he gave ,in. ,]850 and a ryot in the interior. even less. The same proporticlII, 

· holds. good as regards .the exchangeable value afmetals and other imported goods 
1JI0re or less. The fall. in the value of imported goods has been IIpeciaUy. great since 
1873, owing to economies efi'ected (1) in.the cost of production in Eilropeancountries 

, by the adoption of labour-saving processes in the manufacture. of commodititls, and, 
(:!) in the $ost of cll.lTiage by:the opening of the SuezCan!1.1 and iInprovements:in, 

See Sir Lyo'; i>laywt'B .. SubjectB of SociAl w~:;' ~thlfC~n&trilcfion oriit:"~l's. Th~re are,. 
, says 811' LyOn ~layfall', m. esplanatilln,,of 

the .causes which have brought about a temporary depression ot particular trades in 
· ~nglalld, two immediate cau~ of ~epression in aU mac~in~·tis~ngc~untries., ,T},l~ p,r,st 
'lathe changes produced by SOlence 10 the economy of dlstnbu.tion, eDythe opeIiltigof. 
the Suez Canal, the old route round tbe Cape of Good Hope bas been superseded by 
th~ shorter and m~re economical route through the Suez Canal. The time oce~pied 
during the voyage-from six to eight months for sailing vessels-has been shortened 
to thiIty days. By the substitution of iron steamers carrying the' commerce of the 
Western Hemisphere through the Suez Canal, a tolinage estimated at two' millions 
was practically destroyed and vast arrangemente in commeroial industry were displaced. 
In the old system of long. voyages, large store-houses of goods ,bad to be provided' for 
the shipping interest, not only in foreign ports but also'in England, which became the 
contre of banking, ware-housing and exchange. All this was altered by electricity. 
The discoveries and appliances in the scienoe of electricity.,......the telegraph,' telephone 
and electric lighting-have created new: labour, but have at tile same timll displaced: III 
great amount of labour. In. the United Kingdom upwards of 42,000 persons are' 
employed on work depending on electricity, while probably throughout ,the world more 
than 300,000 persons win their subsistence by the recent applications of this science. 
The amount of labour which it has displaced cannot be calculated. 'l'hewhole method 
of efi'tlcting exchanges has bellllaitered" because, eomlI!unica~ion with, other countries 
is now immediate, the consumer and the producer in opposite parts of the globe, 
Plaking their bargains in a single hour without the intervention of mercantile agencies 
or the large ware-house sYAtem, which former methods of commerce ~equired. The 

,Suez Canal and improved telegraphy made great demands .for quick aI)d eoonolIlical 
dilltrihution of material. Numerous steamers were built between 1870-'73 for· this 
purpose, but so rapid were the improvementS. that they were all il,isplaced tWQ years 
afterwards (1875-76) and Bold at half their cost .. Iron has been largely substituted 
by steel, both on land and sea, Bessemer's inventipn having destroyed ,wealth ; but 
like the phamix new wealth has arisen from its 'ashes. A ship wbich in ~H83 cost 
£24,000 can now be built for £14,OOQ •. The economy of fuel has beep very great. 
Shortly before the opening of the Suez Canal, the best stf'.amers orossing tbe Atlantio 

, expended 200 tons of coal to c8rry an amount of cargo which can now be driven across 'for 
.3t> tons. The application of compound engine to steamers has also produced an enorinou8 
economy of fuel. In J 850,' the fine steamer Per~ia carried over a cargo at an expendi. 
ture of 14,500 lb. of coal to a ton; a modern steamer does .the same work for 300 or 
400 lb. The eil'l'ct of this economy on baulage by land and transit by ses is immeJlse, 
In an experiment lately made on the London and North-Western Railway, a compound 
locomotive dragged a ton of goods for 1 mile by the combustion of 2 ounces of 00&1 .. 
In ocean navigation there is a mucb larger economy. ... cv.be of coal which passes 
,through a ring of the size of a shilling will drive B ton of cargo two miles in our most 
,improved. steamers. ,The cost of trBDsit of a ton of wheat, from Calcutta to Engmncl 
"Was 7iB. 3el. in, 1881 and 27.8. iJ!. 18St>; Thehaulagll of a t~OllSSDd miles ,from 

~, ... .. . ", " '. 'Jl . , ... ' .. "! 



Chicago to New York brings a whole year's supply of food for one man at a cost of a 
single day's wage. A ton is hauled for less than a farthing "per mile. The fall in the. 
prices of ocean transit from New York to Liverpool has been as follows :-

" " 1880. 1888. 

Grain per bushel ••• ••• •.• 9ta. t.i, 
Flour per ton •• ... 25.. 7 •. 6.1. 
Cheese ••• .._ __ 5-0s. ] 5,. 
Cotton per lb. .. ••• - .• , ,.. lld. i-rd. 
Bacon ",nd lard per ton •.• 45.. 7". 6d. 

'" 
India, it is needless to say, has immensely benefited by these improvements. In 

1850, freight from Calcutta to England was sometimes as high as £f> a ton for wheat. 
In. 18;9 it had fallen to 228. 6d. fur transport. via the Cape and to £1-10-0 vici 
the Suez Canal. In IS49 Colonel Sykes calculated that a ton of wheat costing 611. 
in India could not be landed in England at a less cost than 1618. or in other words, 
freight was 164 per cent. of the first cost of wheat at the Indian port. Mr. T. 
Comber, one of the witnesses examined by the English Royal Commission on the value 
of the precious metals, put in a statement which showed tha,t the cost of carriage of 
wheat from Jubbulpore to Bombay was reduced from 9,. 8d. per quarter in 1873 to 
48. lld. in 1887 by the development of railways in India, and the eea freight from 
Bombay to the United Kingdom was reduced from 138. to 48. 6d., the total saving in 
the cost of carriage from India to England being thus J 38. ild. From the evidence of 
Mr. Waterfield, the Financial Secretary of the India Office, it appears that the saving 
in the cost of carriage of wheat exported from Calcutta to 1<:ngland was about the same. 
He stated that in June 1881 and June 1886 the prices of Cawnpore wheat at Calcutta 
were at the same levAI, viz., 2'9 rupees per maund of 80 lb. The cost of Indian" 
wheat in London in 1881 was 42,. a quarter and 318. 6d. iII 1886, showing a difference 

-of 108. 6d. or 2f> per cent. In 1881 the rate of freight from 'India to London "Wall 
608. per ton, lind 308. in 1886, Ii difference of 30,. per ton or 6 •. 6d. per quartpr. Be
tween 18711 and 1886 the charge for the transport of grain by the railway from 
Cawnpore to Calcutta was reduced to the extent of about 2,. a quarter which was 
equivalent to a saving to the producer in the co~t of production of the same amount. 
~'here was a furtber reduction of about 6d. a quarter in the pliceof gunny bags, 
the total sating to the producer being thus 98. The freights for rice exported from 
Rangoon to England have been reduced from 728. 6d. per ton in 1.,73 to 3281 6d; per 
ton in 1891; and coal freights from England to Bombay from 2~8. lid. to 128. 6d. per 
ton in the case of steamers and from 24,. to I fl8. in the Cdse of sailing vessels. The 
Indian producer has thus doubly benefited, i.e., by the higher value realised by him 
for his productions and the lower value paid by him fol' the imported commodities which 
he obtains at far less cost measured not merely by money values O. but by actual sacrifice 
of jime and labour than would have been iileurred if he had produced them himaelf. 
" 83. It has, however, been represented by a certain ciasil of persons, both in India 

_ How far the .rapid expansion of foreign trade ill 
I( enforced. " 

and England, that the rapid expansion of 
fOl'eign trade in India which the last 40 
years have witnessed, far from being a 

blessing is a ma',ter for the gravest anxiety, that much of it, instead of being brought 
about by the development of the resources of the country in directions which will 
conduce to its prosperity, is really" enforced" or in other words is the outcome of the 
necessity which its political relations with England imposes on it for finding the 
wherewithal to meet the remittances to be made to England, in payment of services of 
a non-commercial character rendered by Englishmen temporarily resident here; that 

II It is hardly necessn.I'Y to aay tblLt in comparing prices at different Pflrioda, the purchusing power of milner in tboaa 
periods ebould be taken into aocount. ForaD rough caloulations. thft pW"Chasing power of money in thiB Preeideney mAy. I 
think, be meMured bY,the aveinge prices of food grains given In paragraph 27 .of this. memolandum, .El the bulk of the 
income of the country 18 espendad on food, thfl secondary wanta of the popull:tiIou being Tary few. A. akeady 8tB~. 
theee pricea can he relied on onlya& ahnwing the general direction of the movement as regards J?urchuiug power and -not 
88 aecurately defining it.a amount. An incnase in priCe9, when caused by the incresaed productIon .,f t.hb preciotl8 metale 
throughout the 'World. would not metEn an increase of woaltb or of exchange value, DOl would rleereue of priCHI due to 
diminution in the coat of produ",otion owing to the adoption of laboUN.~ing p1'O"et1Be8 in the DlaDufac..oture of COIDmooitiea 
mea.ndimiulltion of wea1th. On tlJe contrary, in the Jatter ('Mae the decrease of price" would realJywean inoreased power of 
production. The demonetiZlltion of cflrtain kiDde of precious metals, •. g., lilvt'r, in favour of other ml'1als. e., .. gold, 
would, by decreasing tho demand for the fonner and increasing the demu.nd for tile latter, dep1'Witite the fin¢ HDd fri\'e 
incrased value to the second. 'l'hedtmUUld tor precious metal., again for oI!urrency PUPJ>OL11P6 i811ff~d bv fhp extensJ' D of the 
1188 of instrumentR of credit-. It would be ilflpoeeible to aaaign correct velUeB to all these facton and their rolH-Lhe VtllQ~ 
can be inferred only from general consideratioDJ. 'rllia aoooUDts for the diverpnce of vB"I among &.he mem.bcn 01 Lbe 
lIoJ&l~ommiIai.on ... ill. val .. of the precious metala. " " . - • "" ._ 



the trade is to a great extent monopolized by foreigners, who have ousted the natives 
of the soil from t,heir legitimate fields of enterprise; that the destruction· of indi.: 
genous manufactures ·has had the effect of inpoverishing the artisan classes and 
driving them to crowd on agriculture, which, owing to the capriciousuess of the seasons 
is a precarious industry'; and that the result is that the population as a whole is growing 
poorer and poorer every day, and losing in stamina. It is, therefore, necessary to 
examine whether there is any truth in thelMl serious statements; to what extent the 
evils complained of are real, and how far they. are temporary and incidental to a period 
of trausition from a lower to a higher stage of industrial development, and whether 
they are not outweighed by unquestionable benefits enjoyed by the general population. 
In considering the above questions, the trade of India must be dealt with as a whole. 

34. The question of the international indebtedness of J ndia is one of ~reat com-
• JIaIan of trod -:-----plexlty, and a liI11C<rnSideration of .it in it.s 

.. e, various phases .will require more space 
than can be afforded in this memorandum. I will therefore content myself with men_ 
tioning its most salient features-without entering into the millutire of the subject. It 
is a well known fact that the value of the exports of India habitually ,exceeds tbe value 
of the imports, the excess being due mainly to remittances which India has to make to. 
J<;ngland, not with a view to redress balancE'S accruing in the ordinary operations of 
commerce, but on account of (1) payment of interest due on loans (;ontraoted by the 
Government of India for the ordinary purposes of Government and for the construction 
of . reproductive works, and (2) payment for services of a political and non-commercial 
eharacter rendered by Eugland to India. 'l'he paym .. nts made under' these heads 
amount to 141 millions sterling, equivalent: at the rate of exchange prevailing during' 
the last few years to .about 21· crores of rupees. Besides thesl', there are the remit
tances on account of private capital invested in ClOmmercial and industrial undertak
ing-s by Europeans temporarily resident in India, as' also of sayings out of income 
made by them in India in the various professions. The amount of these latter 
rl'mittanees is not ascertainable, there being no data for making even a rough estimate. 
All these payments are madeinjloml!locjiti~ and,..!!QJ;il!..J!l~~!'y, according to a well 
known Jaw applicableto international trade, the·operation of which may be briefly 
explained as follows. The passage of money from one country to another lessens the 
stock of money material in the remitting and increases the stock in the: receiving 
count.ry, the result being that prices are depre.osed in the former, and elevated in the 
latter cOuntry owing to the diminution and augmentation, respectively, of the 
volume of the currency. By this double effect, a great di vergence of prices of com
modities and of labour in the two countries is estabJ.i,;hed, and it becomes profitable 
!or the receiviug ?Ountry to receiv;e the value ?f the remit~!".c~I!~Es instead of 
III money. Tbe disadvantage of thiS state of thmgs to the remitting country consists 
in ita havin~ to exchange its productions on less advau~eous terms thau it would 
have done, if it had no payments of a non-commercial character to make. . The exaci 
measure of this disadvantage may be seen from the following hypothetical case. 
Suppo!!.e a country has a currency of 20.0 millions sterling and that the amount is just 
sufficient for its requirements. If this country has to make an annual payment of a 
non-commercial character to another c,!uniry to the extent of 20 millions sterling" . 

. the abstraction of so much money-material depresses prices and the .country has to give.' 
in exchange for the cnmmodities Of other countries a larger quantity of its products 
than it would otherwise have had to do~ If the currency be replenished with a vicw 
to establish the old scale of prices, the Sum of 20 millions would have to be procured 
by giving in exchange for it commodities at the lowered prices, or in other words by 
gi ving a lar~er quantity of goo.Js than would have had to be given at the old scale 
of pricas. Thus, for instanoe, if prices were depressed one..tenth, one-ninth mor~ of 
commodities would have had to be given in return. In determining, therefore, whether 
the payments in question amount to a " drain of the resources of the remitting country " 
or whether they are l'eaUy a "necessary outlay" incurred for securing a large net 
profit, the amount of sut'lh \ payments together with the increased cost at which the 
quantity of money to be replaced has to be procured-the two together constituting 
the maximum sacrifice incuITpd-will have to be taken into account. Having regard 
to these considerations, the following analysis ·will show the effeot of the several. 
i terns of remittances to England grollped under the general designation of "Rome 
charges." 
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•. fa) The expenditur.e of 21 millions Rx. ·nnder this head oomprises, (I> III 
mIllions on account of mterest on the debt owed by the Government of India and, 
payments made to railway oompanies to make good the guaranteed interest; (2) 5i 
millions on account of charges incurr~d in EngllUld for the army; (3) 2i million .. 
on account of furlough and superannuation allowances of Indian officers; (4) t million 
8ll IIccount of general administration; and (5) t million on aocount of miscellaneous 
charges including cost of stationery and· stores purchased in England for the Govern
mellt of. India; 

, (b) The total debt of India amounted at the end of 1889-90 to 201 millions of 
which 98 millions was in sterling and 103 millions Rx. in rupees. The whole of'the 
sterling debt and about 75 per cent. of the rupee debt are held by Europeans. Of the 
total sum of 201 millions, 122 millions have been incurred for' the.construction of 
:reproductive works-95 millions for railways and 27.millions for irrigation works
the remaining 79 millions being incurred for the purposes of general administration 
principally wars and military defence, works. The Government of India has furthe; 
guaranteed a!l interflst of Ii per cent. on capital amounting to 71 millions invested 
by certain railway companies in railways in India. 

(c) The total outlay on railways in India, whether cllll'Sed as reproduotive or not, 
was up to the end of 1890, 213 millions Rx. The mileage open was 16,277, and 2,272 
miles lVere nnder construction. The net receipts from railways amounted to about 
10k millions lIx.which is 4'!j per cent. on the capital cost. The loss to Government 
on this acoount is about 1'8 millions Rx., and this is chieliy due to fall in the rate of 
exchange. Dnring the last 10 years there 'has been rapid progress in railway con
struction, the mileage open having increased from 9,000 to 16,bOO or by 8a per cent. 

Railways cannot be expect ed to oommencc· 
to pay until Borne time after they have 
been completed, and, as already' stated, 
there is a mileage of nearly 2,500 yet to 
be completed. Moreover, many of the lines 

• In 1881, the Govemment of Tndia lIIid down tha.t 
product.ive public works tu be undertaken by Government 
IhouJd, if railwBYs, I'''Y their expenses inoludiDJ interest 
on capital coat within five yoan. .EOI' inigatlon works 
the period fixed walll ten years. 

have been undertaken not as paying concema, but for purposes of miiitary defence 
and famine protection of backward and inucCllllsible tracts which trade cannot reach 
when the bullock power of the country for draught becomes paralyzed during times 
of severe drought. Notwithstanding these drawbacks, the railways as a whole 
mostly pay their way, and they would fully meet their charges and leave a surplus 
profit to Government but for the loss by exchange. If the traffic improves within the 
next 5 or 10 years by 25 per c"nt., which is not an improbable result, the. reSUlting 
gain will be such as will repay the entire oost of construction in the course of 50 years, 
_nd leave to the country a large revenue unencumbered with any charges on account 
of interest. . 

(d) The. amount of remittances to Engmnd on account of railways is v! millions 
sterling, eq'livalent to 8 millions Itx. at the average rate of exchange. Now, there 
cannot be the slightest do~bt that the gain to the c~lUntry caused by the immense 
development of'traffio greatly outweighs the interest payable on the railway capital, 
as weU as the disadvantage arising from the slightly enhanced ·cost at which, on 
80COunt of remittances to England, the productions of other oountries have to be 
ebtained hy India. During the last ten years the' number of passengers oarried by 
railways in India has increased from 43 to 104 millions; tlie number of live stock has 
increased from three-quarters of a million to nearly a million; and the quantity of goods 
carried from 8ito 22' million tons. The cost of carriage of this quantity ot goods alone 
is 13 millions Rx., and as the C(;st of'transport of goods by railway is about one-foUl'th 
of the cost of transport by ordinary carts, the saving under this head may be calculated 
at nearly 40 millions, supposing it to be at all possible that there could have been so 

. much merchandize to. carry ~th the ol~'means of conveyance. This great redu?tion inl 
the cost of transport 18 an. Immense gal.n to the country and benefits all parties, the: 
producel'~ by securing to t~l'm a h~gher value f?r their cOJI!m'dities and the i~porter8;:. 
by enahlmg them to obtam the Imported artIoles on eaSIer terms. In the mtemai, 
trade, the guin is enjoyed wholly by this country; and in foreign trade it is shared 
between this ('ountry and the cQuntry with which the trade is carried on. Thus, if: 
the exohange value of. Indian goods be lowered 2 per cent. on account of remittances' 
~o England of interest on railway capital, and the. saving ill cost of cal1'4lge sn4 
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consequent. increase of exchange value of the 'labour of the Indim . producer be 
enhanccd 10 per cent., there is on the whole a net gain of 8 per cent. to the country 
ow~g to the investment of foreign capital in railways. The figures taken lire purely 
hypothetical and Itave bpen used merely for purposes of illustration, but such as they 
are, they probably understate and not overstate the gain. 

(e) Similsr consideraticns apply also 'to remittances to England necessitated by 
'the outlay on reproductive irrigation workti.The capital laid out on the works 
amounted at thc end of 1889-90 to 32! millions Ux., and the net revenue from 
the w<JI'ks was 4: per cent. on the outlay. The irrigation works in the Cauvery, 
Kistna aud Godavari deltas and ill Sindh yield returns of more than 1 ° per cent. ; 
and the great canals in Upper India, where they have been completed, yield a return of 
4! per cent. . There would be no loss whatever on this account, but On the cOJ;ltrary a 
large gain, were it not for the capital outlay amountillg to nine millions on th" Orissa, 

. :K;urnool and Sone canals which have 
• That mueh m.ney " .. weeted in u.el ... and nn- proved disastrous - failures. . The benefit 

profitable undertak;nll". and ....... would have been but to the country by the construction of 
fot' ~he late Mr. Fawcett'. peni8tent efforts amidst much 
di800uragement . to enforce economy ill Indian 8.dminia~ irrigation works cannot, howev~r, be 
.... tion •• bere eon b. nb doubt. 'l'b. vi.w which h. endea- measured simply by the revenue realized 
voured to force OD the attention of Ole Britil'b public 
..... thot lndia "". one of th. pooreot countri .. in the by Government, inasmuch as the Govern'- , 
world. ...d admiDl.t.red •• it w •• by perhaps tho ment does not take the whole of the net 
richest Dation, the utmoBt vigihmC6 was necet!SB.rf tu keep 
do ..... expendit ... b)" di.p.nsing with eootly lu ....... wbich profit due to the provision of irrigation, 
a rich country might. but a poor ","untry eould not aJlord, but only a share of it which is nominally 
'rhe following facts taken from Lealie Stephen's C Life of 
Fa .... tt·.how whatgrOKt n ..... itythere .... lordi.co.... half but really much less. For instance, 
aging undertakings of II apoculative character whi('h wet"8 h . al tl th G d" . d 
likely in the long .... to pre.e di ... trona to the finan- - t e caplt ou ay on e 0 .. van an 
en of Ind;., 'l'h. S •• retsry of Stat. h.d gi.en a Kistua works up to the end of 1889-90 
guarantee for the MutlRh Railway which waa to con- °11' Rd" 
neot Caloutto with Port Canning, It never paid ite was 2t ml Ions x. an the lrngation 
"orking .. pen .... and the Go.ernment ..... t "'st torced revenue derived from the' works 35 lskhs 
by the terOl8 of the contract to blly it for £600,000-
or £600,000, Tb. port .... fi ... lly a_dOlled, Tho Car- of rupees. During 1876-77, when the 
Da.tie RaiAway bad received II. guarantee, in regard to which p 'd' ff' f 
the lndian Gov.rnm.nt .... not oounlted, and tb. re.ult reSI ency was su er.ng rom a severe 
had been thot Government hod paid £43.600 to tho pro. famine, the production of rice in the Kiztna 
prieto ... "hil.t th.'ggreg&te not profit from the .. orking and Godavari deltas was valued at upwards 
of -the railway wall only ~£2,600. ~om8 thl'e60-quarters of 
• million hod b .... spent.n the GodAvari navig&tion "orb of five millions of rupees. Since 1876 the 
from .. hich th.re was n. retum. whilst the antiaipatad area under irrigation in the Godavari and 
J'e!l:ult of opening up a new line of traffic had not been 
attained, It """ thought b.tter to abandon the three- Kistna deltas has increased by upwards 
qll6Ttera of .. million tiul.n to spend a.nother quarter in the 5 h . . h 
faint hope of obtaining .om. b.tter .... u1t from a .oompl.. of 0 per cent., t e mcrease m t e past 
tion of the .. orks, Govenun.nt had guaranteed into_ ten years amounting to 250,000 acres 
on £l,OOO.OOP to t.he Madras Irrigation Company. Ithad 
been forced to lend the Oompany S600.000 to eav. it from or upwards of 29 per cent. Allowing 
.,ol!apso, 'l'hough part of it hod heeu repaid •• he fiMl for the decrease in the prices offood-grains 
Jesuit was thllt '£1,372,000 was awa1luwed u.p without 
retorn, Th. irrigation .... 1 I ... lin .. been pnrchaoed now as compared with the prices in 1876, 
by Government. &a. Mr. Lealie Stepben .-remarks that. the th 1 f th d . th d Ita d 
evid.nee of official .. i ........ bel... tho Finenee Com- e va ue 0 e pro uee m ese e s ue 
mittee 01 1872. and especially th. testimony ot Gonoral to irrigation works may still be estilll\lted 
Strach.ey indisputably mowed that II the accounts hitherto t fi '11' E if nl half f thi 
gi ... (of the in'g&tion aud otb.r .. ork.) .. ere ..... tiofao. a ve ml IOns. ven 0 yo. S 
.. ry and .. ould no' .how .. hether a fair profit had boon. sum be. taken as the net gain to the ryota, 
obtoined; thot d' .... roue bargain. had boon toreed upon l't will be seen that the share of the 
the Uovernmeut by the pJ'8li8ure of intero&ted punons1 that 
the wo .. t ...... vagan .. had oceurr.d whon the opiniono profit derived by Government is only one. 
o! indian offioials had been over_ridden by the Home h al fi I 
Government," All ,hi. is. ho ....... ano'''''t bistory. the seventh of t e tot pro t. n the Pun-
P""limentsry Committeeo of 1872 and 1884 on lndian ]' ab during the four years ending 1885-86, 
publio works ha.ving strictly defined the conditiona UDder . • 
which public worb. wh.ther irri",,'lOn work. or rail- the area 'under lrngation has increased 
",aYBt Bhould be nnde1'tak:en. It muat be remembered also fr 1. mill'on to 2· milli' b 
that if tho h'story of Publio Worb Adminiatration of om i' 1 . i' on aores or y 
any oountry for a period 01 half a oonlury b. examin.d. 57 per cent. It is hardly necessary to point 
it would be eaoy to point out failureo .ven more dioo.. out the value of irri~ation works a8 a 

. VoUB than thosu of the Indian Gnvernment, OJ 

means of protection of the country from 
famine. 

(f) The remittances, necessitated by the payment of interest on the capital bor. 
rowed for productive works, are therefore, on the whole, in no way injurious to the 
c01mtry. On the contrary, these works bid fair in the course of a few years to prove 
highly remunerative. 

(9) The ordinary debt has not increased duri)lg the last 30 years. Before the 
mutiny, the registered debt amounted to 51t millions sterling. The mutiny added 381 
millions to the aooount, and accordingly the total debt stood at 90 millions sterling in 

. 12 
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1860. The debt exoillding sums borrowed for reproductive public works or trans
ferred to that head now stands at only 7 I) millions. The purposes for .which the ~bts 
were inourrp.d were mainly wars and the strengthening of the defences of the Empire 
owing to the advance of Uussia towards the Indian frontier. The ordinary debt is less 
than two years' net revenue of India, antI no country in the world has a lighter burdC'n 

, 'of debt. The interest on debt amounts to 
• Tbe percentage of inlerest on debt to annual revenue about 4! millions Rx or 10 per cent. of. 

of some of the EurolJeEm cOllDtrieB in 1881-82 was as ... 
followe:- , the net revenue of India. If the interest 
Uniled Kingdom l'e'''"::'stage. on capital borrowed for reproductive 
IWy .. :~ works be taken info IIccount, the ratio 
~::;;J:. :: 40 is 25 per cent.· The fact that much of 
Japan .. ~~' the aebt of India is held in England 
~~:~ga1" .. 36 doubtless ml1kcs a difference, but ill the 

circumstances of India this may be really 
an advantage. The dearth of capital in this country makes it undesirable that any 
portion of it, that is or is likl'ly to be, employed in industrial undertakings, should be 
invested in Government securities. In so far as the capital that is hoarded is 
attraoted by Government loans and invested in Government seourities (as in the ease 
of the Gwalior loan), the result would no doubt be benefi,oial, but even in that 08se it 

, js better that suoh capital should seek investment in industrial undertakings. If loans 
have to be oontraoted in foreign markets, it is' desirable that Government with its 
superior credit should contraot the loans rather than private individuals who oannot 
command equally, favorable terms. . 
_'{h)', There is one further consideration to be borne in mind in' conneotion with 

the remittances for interest on debt, viz., that the influx of money into the country 
when the loans were contraoted and conseq Ilent rise in prices is a set-off against the 
depression due to remittances on acoount of interest in subsequent years . 

.(i) As regards the remittances made to En~laiid to meet the charges in con" 
nection with the army, with superannuation and furlough allowances of European 
officers pmployed by the Government 'of India, and with the establishments of the 
Secrej;ary of State for India and his Counoil, amounting in all to nine'millions Rx, 
'it is not necessary to say muoh, as they nre all charges neocssary to secure that peaCle 
and that good government whioh 'has rendered the increased produotion and the 
inoreased trade whioh have taken plaoe within the last forty years, possible. 'rhat 
the gain to the country from the increased produotion and increased trade is far 

'in 'excess of the 'charges referred to, there cannot be the slightest doubt. The addi" 
lienal produotion from the extension of ,canal irrigation alone amounts to twenty 
millions lh. ido hOt, of course, mean to say that the chargcs are not capable of 
being reduoed, ,and that in so far as they are unneccssary or unduly hi,gh, persistent 
efforts should not be made for enforoing ecollomy. Considering the question merely 
from the point of view of the benefits' oonferred by foreign trade, apart from the 
desirability of keeping all' governmenbil expenditure at the lowest point oonsistent ' 
with the effi,oient disohargeof the duties which the ciroumstances of this country 
require to be undertaken by Government, ,and apart also from the higher consider
ations whioh render it necessary that the natives of the country'should be, entrustell 
'With positions of high trust and responsibility in the Civil and Military services, in a 
liberal and not grudging spirit, 'both as a matter of justice and as a means of aecder-

, ating the 'advance of the nation in moral and material well-being, I have no lJesitation 
instating that the sacrifioes involved in the payment of the Home charges are re
paid manifold by the benefits secured to the country, ,and that if a saving, of even 
a couple of millions, which is, perhaps, 'the utmost that could be expected, be effeoted 
in these charges, its effect, on theioreign trade would hardly be appreoiable." 

'u. The question of military defence ill one of }Jfn'8mount imJ?ortance, 'and no one thRt i. Dot fully acql1ldnted 
with the necessities of the case can venture to pronounce an ·opiruon on the chal'gu inct!lTed in conntwtion wilh it. 
The unequal, and not quite equitable, distribution of ·ohargee mCUlTed. in "l:nghmd, has, however, formed the subject of 
complaint by Sa.coeeBiV8 ~nance Ministel'8 and by the Idilitftry authorities in India. 'l'he opininDS of many high autho
rities might be referred to in support of this statement, but it will suffice bere to quote those of Sir John Stracheyand of 
the Indian Army Commission of 18i9, preeided. over by Sir A.8bley Eden, BDd. haring amon$'ite members tn.c}' E'TlliDeJ1t 
tnilita.rr men -&I Sir Frederick Ro~rta and Sir Peter Lumsden. Sir John ~trachey, in his II JfUlltDee and Public Works of 
Indift,' sayll, U I know ho~ the powertJ of ohatructioD Rnd. kliNe. /Girl, both in Jndia and in Englr-nd, Ol'e apt to stop 
attempts at armr reform. and to frustrate' e1forts to diminish the immense military charges now impoSlld on tho country. 
I am not sanguIne thft,t we aha.ll 800n see" th~m very lucI!Jbly decrease, but that they ought to be decreucd, there ('80 
·1Je JlO doubt whatevel',· It'is not'only·in India· that attention to tbe &ohjcct of military exr8LdiLurc U. f('quind. :100 
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85. The private "remittances to England oomprise savings of Europeans resi. 
. (lent in India in the service of Govern. 

Elfeet of private remi_ to England, 
. . ment and in other capacities, the divi· 

. dends on Indian investmer.ts due to residents in England, and remittances by banks 
Bnd merchants made in the course of commercial dealings. As already stated, it is 
not possible to make even a rough estimate of these remittances, Calculations, based 
on the recorded values 'of exports and imports, I,ave been found to yicld results 
which are obviously unreliable, these values not being sufficiently accurate for 
purposes Clf calculations of this kind. The total value of imports and exports 
of India is 185 millions Rx, and. it is obvious that even so small an error in the 
values declared by merchan!;s as 2! per cent., may vitiate the result to the eitent 
of I) millions. Theoretically, the relation that should suhsist between exports and 
imports may be stated as follows :-'(llevalue of exports, including bullion of a. country, 
on an average of years sufficieutly large to eliminate the temporary fluctuations of trade 
in one direction or the other, should exactly balance the average vlllue of imports of 
merchandise and treasnre, provided, firat, the oount1'y has no share in the carrying· 
trade; 8econdly, that it does not levy any duty un exports of merchandise; and thirdly 
that it has not lent 01: borrowed from other countries, and has no money to ,I 
remit or receive on account of loans. pr for othel- purposes. If the country has I 
a share in the carrying trade, the impol'ts will be in exct'ss by. the 81!10unt of 
freight earned. The same consideration applics also to export duty which will 

. increase the imports by an equivalent 
• The "aluRtion is mllde UDder section 30 of the Customa t, f . th d' 

AcI VIII ofl878 .... hich isnoted bolow ioroonvenienceof amoun or, as e export uty IS not 
referm... included in the customs - house valu· 
~Ib: ~~~:1::'i:~f Ibe (Customa) Act. the real value ation of _the· exported merchandise, and, 

(0) 'he whol...ue caeh price I ... tradedisoon.t, for ... hich as it must be eventually recovared from-
goods of the like k;nd and quality are sold, or a.re capa.Me th f' .. h' h h 
of being oold •• t the time and plaoeofimport&tion, or •• por- e oreIgn cOUDtnes ill w IC t e ex-
mUon, 88 the caae may be, without any abatement or deduo- ported commodities- are consumed, it· 
tion whatever exoept (in the CB88 of goods imported) of the 
amo.ant of duti .. P"ya~). on tho importation th ..... f;or . must, pro tan til, increase the imports. 

(6) where SUM price is not ascertainable, the cost at Th· 1 f' t d t' d t 
... hich good. of the like kind and qu"hty could b. de i. e evy· 0 . ImpOr U leS. . oes no 
ve",d at such place. without any ,bateman. Or 4oduetion affect the balance of trade, as they are 
except .. &forell8id." . paid or recovered from the people of 
the country which imports the merchandise. The exports or imports of a 
borrowing conn try' will be in excess or defect, according as the money received, 
by way of loan, during the period for which the account is taken, exceeds or falls 
short of the rt'mittanoes on account of interest due for previous horrowings or for 
other purposes. .India. has practically little or no share in. the earrying trade, the 

Government of India has neve concealed ita opinion that in g,pportioning the cha.rges· which haTe to be &bared between the 
two countries. and when the intanlat& of Indian 8.nd English rs.te-pay01'8 have been at st.t.ke, India hRS 8Omeliimeal'eceived 
a. 8C8.nt m8llsure of jU!ltice. 'l'hat feeling haa been increued by the ~owledge Ie&l'Iled by the eXpArience of the past that 
in this matter India ill helpless. It is a fact, the gravity of which can hardly-be exaggerated, that the' Indian revenuea are 
liable to hll:fe gTtlfLt charges thrown upon theQl, without the Government of India having-any power of e:fJ'ectu,al remons .. 
tmnce. 'l'he extension to India of the numerous me&sUl'e8 taken in England to improve the po8J,Iionof officers and soldiera 
of the army Willi. no doubt, ri~ht and nnavoidable, but the faot that hf.>&vy additional expenditure baa thuB been-incurred 

-by India gives her a claim to ex.pect th&t no efforts shRlI be spared to diminiah, ~he oharges, whioh are unnecessary, or c.f 
whlch she boors too la.rge a share," On some of the measures above referred to. the Army Commisaion remarks as follows: 
U The .hort.service system has increaaed the 80M, and baa materially redu,oed the-efficier.cyof tho British troups in :J.ndle., 
-We C&DDot reaist tbe feeling that, in tbe introduction of this l)'Btem, the intereata of the Indian tax~pa.,.a were !mtire1y 
left out of conaideration • • • • We believe that the whole Bystem of Bta:ff corps 'iIi" Ddically UD.sGund • • • • 
There can be no doubt that it has been the ·cause of .Briona financial embarassment& • • • • It. practical working 
baa a di800urRging f'dieet on the army and ruinOUII to the State • 4 • • It involveB & ooDBiderable ezpenditure for 
which there i8 little or no return- • • . • We cannot fail to see that the substitution of local ('EuI'Op68D) troope for 
twenty or thirty thOU88Uda of Her Majesty's British subjects would cause a saving of from £160,000 to £240,000, but 
we feel that any such obange would senously disturb the military system of the parent country'and would depri'\"'e a great 
part of the British Army of the valuable trainin(lt which IndiAn service now furnishes. We think that the portion of the 
British. Army employed in this country should be organized and _administered wilh due regard to the interests of the 
people of India, and Dot for the purp08e of supplying de1ectll in the system of Home defence, and, above all, that.it 
Ilohould not be made the mdns of obtai~, at the cost of India, Ildvantngea for the Army at Home, which do 'Dot 
directly aft"lct the interests of thie country.' 'l'he JldVfUlCe of RU88ia towanla the Indi&n hont.ier renders an augmentation 
of the me&DI of defence unavoidable; but this makea it all the more necessary that the ' army mould b& organised on the 
most economical basis, conBistent with efficiency. Sir Oharles DUke, who has . written -m hill U 'Problems 01, f:lreate.r 
Britain," applU'ently with a full knc.owledge of the difficulties of Indian problem~ says, n when we contemplate the 
increase of the Indian Army in the event' of RuBBia being allowed to settle henelf in Herat, we cannot do BO without 
taking into "iew the desirability of the creation of a sepal'ate army which is indeed forced upon UB by financial con .. 
eiderationl. The present .ystem js too ruinous to India to allow of a sufficient force bomlS kept on foot, and we ehall 
court difl&8ter onle. we speedily change it, though slready, p8l"haps. too late to do 110 'Wlth sa.fety. India, with an 
increased Britillh foroe, will bit drained dry by "he money asked of her for a B)'stem which is not, IInited t, -her needs. 
When r say 8 sepnrate army, of COUl1!El, I do not advOC&te a return to the old Company' •• ystem. But the Home 8bort~ 
service army and the &rmf m India would be under the eamp. supreme authority of the throne. They would be alik6 in 
drill, exercise and diacipline, but separate in the existenctt of the two sylrtit-mll qf ncruiting. one for not more Ulan tlu:eo 
~II for Homo service, and o~e fo~ long aer'-1ilO in India and th(l Coloniea. n - , ' 
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tonnage of British Indian shipping bearing onty the proportion 'of S-8 per cent. to the 
total tonnage of the foreign trade, amounting to 7! million tons. As regards the_ duty 
on exports, the ooly article that pays duty is rice, the revenue derived from this sow'ce 
being about ~ million Rx, The duty on opium is an excise duty, and it is included 
in the values shown in the cllstoms house returns. India has, of course, borrowed, and 
is borrowing largely, from England for the construction of reprodnctive works. In 
-the statement of the trade of British India for I> years endilig 1888-89, presented to 
Parliament, the following aceonnt of the balance of trade, based on the statistics of 12 
years ending 1888-89, is given :-

Exports of merchandise excluding Government transactions 
Do. of treasure ~... .... ... ..... .... .. .... 

Indian securities enfaced for payment in England 

Total ... 

Imports of merchandise excluding Governmellt transactions 
Do. of treasurll ... 

India Council bills .. , 
-Government securities retransferred to India ... 
Bills for interest on enfaced papor... ..., ••• 

Total .•• 
Balance of Imports ... 

ftx miUioDJ. 

961> 
21 
45 
, 

1,031 

6:18 
151 
218 
32 
10 

],049 
18 

In the above acconnt, the values of -Government exports and imports have been 
excluded from the values of exports and imports of merchandise shown, as the net value 
of Government imports has been included in the amount of the billa drawn on India 
by the Secretary of State. Similarly, the loans raised in England on account of India 
have been excluded, as the amount of the Secretary of State's bills represents the 
difference uetween the amount of remittances to be made to England and the proceeds 
of tlie loans. The billa drawn by the Bank of England for _ the payment in England 
of interest on Indian securities ,enfaced for that purpose, act in the same way as 
remittances of bullion and specie from India, while the securities themselves must be 
treated as imports or exports of bullion, according as they are transferred to England 
or retransferred to India for flalue. If, however, such securities are taken over to 
England hy persons holding them, there will be no effect produced on the balance of 
trade beyond increasing the eIports to the amount of the interest due on the securities 
which will have to be remitted to Government. Out of the sum of 18 millions, which 
the above acoount shows as _ the excess of the import8 above exports, about 12 
millions will have to be deducted on accouutof the export duty on rice and the freight 
earned by the Indiat: sh~pping, leaving about 6 millions for 12 years, or half a million 
per annum, without taking account of remittanc8l! on account of private savings and 
profits of trade of l!:uropeans in India. This shows either that the private capital 
brought into the country ·exceeded the amount of the savings and profits IIbove 
-referred to during the 12 years for which the account is made up, or that the declared 
values of imported and exported ml'rchandise are, as alresdy observed, incorreot.Sir 

-Richard Temple estimated the private remittances from India above referred to at Ii 
millions in Ib70. The salaries of Europeans employed in Uovernment sl'rvice in India 
aggregated 51- millions in 1886, and if one-fifth of these salaries is remitted to Eng
land, the remittances under this head will amonnt to one million. These remittances, 
of course, stand on the same footing as furlough and superannuation charges, included 
in the Secretary of State's drawings already referred to. As regards interest or 
profits on foreign capital invested in industrial undertakings in India, it may be stated 
that it is almost impossible that the remittances on their account can hav., any pre-

- • N.,.,-The accumulation of capita! in ~Dgland is SO _ jud~cial effect on India. For, if t~e under-
great that intereel is continually Mling, and by competi- takmgs are successful, the mcreased 
Don the profits- on investments aro reduced. This meaD! t' • I t 'ded f 
that the profile mu,t be very muoh I ... than the 'lUlual con muous emp oymen provl or 
expenditure in industrial underlakinge carried OD with labour in the country must exceed greatly 
foreign ... pita! in India. - in value the remittances on account of 
interest and profits, while the influx of the capital itself alters_ the balance of trade 
for tile time in favour of India~ If, on the other· hand, the undertakings are 



· ... 
unsuccessful, there will be n6 remittances to make, while the capital brought into the 
country in so far as it has been employed in the payment of labour will have been" 
• gain. 

86. One further e:lieot of the drawings of the Secretary of ,State requires to be' 

The etroc1; of remittances to England on the rate. of 
uchange. 

noticed, viz., its infiuence on the ,rate' 
of exchange as between gold and silver. 
So long as the Latin Union kept up the 

legal relation between the value of gold and silver, the oscillations in the rates of 
exohange, caused by the international trade balances, were' confined within the limits 
of the oost of transport of silver to Franoe for the purpose of being coined; but when 
the Latin Convention was broken up, and silver was demonetized in Europe, the limits' 
referred t.o were done away with. The Indian Council bills compete with silver as S' 
mode of remittance, and in so far lIS they displace silver they lower its value, and' 
there is no longer any means of preventing the tate of exohange falling below a fixed 
level as was the case when the Latin Union was in force. There is no means of 
estimati,ng to what extent the increase in the Secretary of State's drawings in recent· 
years has contributed to the fall in the rate of exohange, but that it does exercise' 
considerable influence there seems to be little reason to doubt. But, at the same time, 
it must be remembered that the portion of t.he Home charges and private l'emittanctS 
which represents investments of capital may, and in faot does; increase the exports of 
merchandise, 80 as, pro tanto, to create a balance of trade in .favour of India. Sir 
David Harbour, in 'his minute, appended to the Report of the Commissioners on the 
Value of the Precious Metals, puts this matter in. a olear light. He says :-

"A considerable amount of imports (such as railway plant and maohinery) really, 
represents the investment of Knglish capital in India, is not paid for at the. hme, and, 
consequently, has no effect on the exchange of the year. Of, course, all investments 
of foreign capital affect the exchange .in subsequent years, when profits or interest 
come to be remitted from India; but suoh investments are generally made in industries 
conneoted with international trade, and, so far as they increase Indian exports, they, 
counteract the tendency to a fall in the exchange owing to the relnittance of profits.' 
1,t is quite possible, and even probuble, that an investment of foreign capital in India 
might so increase the exports as to favorably infiuence the exchange. For example, 
if one million sterling is invested in jute mills, and such investment increases the 
exports of India by £~OO,UOo yearly, while only necessitating a remittance of £50,OQO 
yearly on account of'the profit, the international account has been altered in India's 
favour to the extent of £150,000, and the tendency is to mise and not lower the rate 
of exchange. The investment of foreign capital in tea gardens in India is a case in 
point. The whole of the exports oftes from India alone is much more than 8ufficient 
to cover the remittance of profits and pay for 8uch articles of import as are required in 
the manufaoture of tea. '1'he internationat- equation has, therefore, been altered to the' 
advantage of India and not to her disadvantage." . . 

As regards the general effect of the remittances to England on the trade of India; 
Sir David Barbour observes: "It is commonly said that if one country has a payment to 
make to another, the country which has the payment to make trades at a disadvantage. 
The theory, as a t.heory, is unassailable. But in practioethereare'many more import
ant factors, which influence international trade, and, ~ the payment has been made 
on account of capital judiciously invest-d, the net effect of the whole transaction may 
be to improve the relative position of the oountry which hIlS the payment to make. . 

U Mr. Da.dhaboy Nownjee, of Bombav, who waa examined before the Royul Comminion on the 'Value oltha Pt-ecioni 
Met!l.la, presen.ted an account of the b.ua.n06 oftr&de in which he olaimed. credit, on behalf of India, for 10 percent. OJ) the 
.Mue 01 exported merchandise, fol' freight, f)Omm..ission and insurance chargee, a.nd lor llJlother 10 per cent. for the pro:lifB 01 
trade. Hia contention wall, II From th& very comm.mOAment of plougbing-'for ploughing, lead, reaping, oatt or ra.ilway 
ca.rriage,-to the port of shipment, carriage across the seas, oll cMrgea ·on both videa, commiBSioD, inBurance and profits; 
i."., tor Illlla~our and materials for all these pllrpO"81 paymen~ ha~ to be ma.de fro ... the ~s.po~ed })!oduoe itself. Every 
one of these Jteml takOl ita share out of that produce. ¥u.tting It another way, every ltem 18 pald out of the valne or 
proceeds of th0l.rodllC8. If the produce does not realise sufficient ~roceeds to pay for all the "bove items. the exporter 
hal to pal' the efteit from hi. own pocket besides getting 110 profit. I When i~ wae pointed out to Hr. Nowrojee that 
India could not fairly claim oredit for freight. inaurtUlC8, &0., Dot HNNdby her, m respect of goods purehaaed by Eogli8)i 

, merchants at the Indian porta and aarried to England by them at tbeir-own ~peDae and risk, and sold by them to EngliBh. 
corummel'8 At pricea auffiClent to covertheae additionRl charges, he WR8 willing to give up the claim 8S regards freight and 
ins.nance, but Dot as regarda the protita of trade. If hie GObtention "Were c6rrer.t, it would follow that India would;he 
en.titled to the profita of retail trade in England. a.nd alao to the profits of English cotton manufa.oturea. becall88 Indian , 
cotton ia turned into cloth. Thero is nn doubt but tluLt Mr. Nowrojee did good servioe in 1812, in caning ths attention ot 
the Parliamentary Committee on Indian Finance point.edly to the disadvantage reaulting to India from the eonetanti 
incl'8IUI8 in Home remittanoes, at a time when there waa • oonsideTable risk (If Government "W8stillg borrowed. mODey on 
lo-called reproductive W01'b ; and the poaition he took up waauna88ailable·and reaffirmed bytbe- Parliamentary ComDlitteea 
on. Publio Works in 187~ and 18St. Mr. Nowrojoe, however, hal .ince made very .eu.ggerated. Btatementa regarding the: 
evil effecta of Lhese remJttancel. " 

13 



"Payments, for which no direct commercial equivalent is received, .are made in 
an increasing amount to England every year by foreign countries, and conBl'quently 
the relative position of England in the international trade must be improving, and 
England should be receiving an increasing quantity of foreign produce in t'xchange 
for her exports. Yet, the facts since 1873 do not bear out this contention. If we take 
the price of a certain quantity of English exports in 1873 at £100, and the price of 
a certain quantity of English imports at the same figure, the priCE'S of the same 
quantities now will be £62 and £69, respectively, according to Mr. Gift'pn's figures. 
We thus see that if a cel'tain quantity of English exports exehl nged for a certain 
quantity of imports in 1873, the same quantity of exports would in 1886 have failed 
to exchange for the same quantity of imports in the proportion of 62 to 69. In othE'r 
'Words, goods for goods, England was making a worse bargain internationally in 1886 
than 1873 by 11 per cent. 

"It is true, that, in 1873 England was exchanging her exports for foreign products 
on specially favorable terms, but the figures just given show that the question of 
l'elative indebtedness of different nations is a comparntively minor factor in deter-
mining the conditions of international trade. , 

" There are no figures of equal authority which can be used in determining on 
ivhat terms India is now- trading with. other countries as compared with former times, 
Qut all the enquiries I have" made point in the same direction, viz" that a certain 
quantity of Indian produoe laid down at Calcutta or Bombay will, at the present time, 
exchange for a larger quantity of imported goods than it would have done in 1870 or 
1873. 'fhe·theory that India is hampered in her foreign trade by the drawings 
of the India Council appears, therefore, to be without foundation. '],Ilat India would 

, oe wealthier if theBS drawing8 cea8ed, while India retained the ",d~'antages which hat't brought 
about the drawin,'1', may certain~1/ be admitted. That India would now be importing mar" 
gooda of all kinds, including ailver; if the cau8e~ 1IJhich have led to the drawing8 oj the India 

. Oouncil had never come into operation, is Ilot merely unproved but i8 ab80lutelll 0ppo8ed to 
,the facts 80 far all theU can be 4/tcertained." 1 have vent1!red to italicize the last portion 
of the quotation as it oontains the gist of the argument. 

37. Another 'proof of the fact that India has not been impoverished but enriched by 
Jm rts of old"",, oily .. ",to India, foreign trad? ~s f0lll!-d in the large imports 

( 

l"". . of gold and. SlIver sm.ce 1850. The nlue 
pf gold importe(!. into India from Europe and not re-exported from 1565 to 1835, a . 
period of 270 YeMs, has been estimated at 112 millions sterling. Mr. Claremont Daniell 
in his Industrial OQmpetition 0/ A8ia conjectures that of this amount about 50 millions 
was proba.bly tll,ken o~er to Chin~ and other places, Includillg the gold obtained from 
China, Burma and other Asiatic sources, too totp,l gold in India in 1835 is estimated 

)1 

at 140 millions, Since 1835 and u. p to the end of 1890-91, the net imports of gold have 
amounted to upwards of 140 millions. and nearly the whole of this amount has been 
imported sinoe 1850, As gold is not used for purpOSIlS of currency in India, the 
imports have been made for tile pUJ1!ose of manufacture into ornaments or hoarding. 
The total annual l'rod~ction of gold at present is estimated at 20 n;lillions sterling, of 
which one-fourth is sent to India, Tho total. net imports of .silver illto India since 
1850 amQ~nt to 302 millions R~. The value of silver coins ip. oirculation in British 
India has been eiStimated at l!O4 millions Rx or Rs. ]5 per head of the l'opulation, 
exclu4ing t4e coins sent out of British India. If India had chosen to take the imports 
ill COmlQ.o4ities inllte!ld of ill gold /l,Jld silver, it WOllld not show that she was deriving 
no.advat!tage i on the contrarr, it would doubtless be a great boon to the country if 
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the value that is locked up in ornaments and' coinage were turned into· capital useful 
for industrial undertakings; but the large quantity of imports of gold and silver, 
amounting to a considerable proportion of the total production of the precious metals, 
unquestionably shows that India is not losing but gaining by international trade. 

38. The complaint that European exploitation has had the effect of driving outna
tives from their legitimate fields of industrial 
enterPrise is not true of the Madras Presi

dency, nor is it true of other parts of India to any great extent. The chief undertakings 
in which Europeans are engaged are the cultivation of coffee, tea and cinchona, and gold
mining, and these are all fields which were previously unoccupied, and which would 
not be occupied if it were not for .the importation of European. capital and enterprise. 
We have already seen that indigo manufacture in whiCh Europeans once took part 
has now, to a great extent, passed into the hands of the natives of the country. Coffee 
cultivation has not been' remunerative of late years, and it has also, to a considerable 
extent, passed into native hands. The natives who can work the estates cheaply have, II 
grellt advantage over Europeans, and with daily increasing knowledge and experience 
they "Will doubtless take an increasing share in enterprises or this kind. The natives 
are also beginning to take a larger share in mercantile transactions connected with 
articles of export and import trade, the opening of the Suez Canal and the increase in 
the direct trade of India with the principal countries of Continental Europe having 
taken away from what of the character of monopoly which long established EuropeaIi' 
houses of agency may have once possessed. Mr. Slagg in his article on Cotton Industry. 
contributed to the Jubilee Volume, entitled the Rci!J1l of Queen Victoria, gives the 
following account of the changes that have taken place in this respect as regards the 

. cotton trade. He states: "In many cases the cotton spinner and manufacturer of 
India -deals directly with the cotton producer on tbe one hand, and the merchant 
shipper on the other, and in nearly all cases the old charges for brokerage and agency 
have e~perienced a considerable reduction. Fifty years ago the commission charged 
for selling goods in India, inoluding guarantee of sales and discount on remittances, 
·amounted to from 8~ to 5 per cent., to which was added about 2~ per ooI!t. for 
sundry charges; landing, storing and godown rent. These are now reduced to a total of 
about 4 per cent., though the downward tendency of the latter charges WllS cbecked. 
by the Indian mutiny .. The charges for packing and shipment have also beendimi
nished by 1 A or 2 per cent., while the opening of the SUIIZ Canal and tha consequent 
development and competition' in steam transit have produced I marvellous economy 
of cost and time on the old system of shipment. Mr. Goschen has observed that the 
carriage of a ton of goods from Manchllster to Bombay, including the railway to 
Liverpool, the Suez Canal dues and the freight, is now little more than the price of a 
second class ticket from London.to Manchester. The shortening of the voyage by thll 
substitution of steamers for sailing veSlilels and the adDption pf the Suez Canal route 
instead of the old route round the Cape of Good Hope has reduced thll till)6 taken in 
the delivery of goods, which is equivalent to a diminution of about 2t percent., if the 
additional rent and insurance under the old system, added to the los~ of interest, be -./ 
taken into consideration. The increase of telegraphic cmnmunication, and to SO\lle 
extent the use of the telephone, have tended to destroy the old. custom of keeping 
large stocks of goods stored in the warehouses of Manchester or in the 'godowns' in 
India, and sales are often made in Calcutta or Bombay ot goods which have yet to be 
manufactured or even bleached or dyed in Lancashire. The' Banians' or native 
dealers now send to England a considerable number of direct orders, and IIIlVeral, of 
the principal' Banians' have their own agllnts or representatives in Manchester whd:, 
Ilhip direct to their orders." In the Madras town, I am infonned that with the ail 
of the facilities afforded by the Bank of JIIadras and other banks for obtaining loanS, 
JlIItive mercbants· with small means are ill increasing numbers carrying on a trllde in' 
articles of foreign merchandise. In Cocanada, which is daily rising in importance as 
a ctmmeroial centre, -the complltitio)l of the native merchants has led to the closing of 
several European firms. The direct trade of India with the countries of Continental 
Europe has made it morll difficult fur E)lglish merchants to com bine to keep Illttives out 
of mercantile pursuits in which the latter may not have hitherto had a share. For 
instance until April 181l5, with jI. view to keep Indian cotton mallufactures ,mt of. the 
China marke', tbe freight to China was kept \'y a combination of English steamE'r 
companies .at the pro'.libitivlI rate of Rs. 15 a ton, and repeated efforU! on the part. of 

EOl'opean esploitation. 
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the Bombay mill owners failed to effect a reduction lower than Rs. 12. The Italian 
line of steamers then stepped in and accepted freight at Rs. 8 and the coru;equence, 
has been that the English companies themselves have since reduced the rate to }lB. 5 •. 

39. There is, "however, very considerable tmth in the complaint that foreigIl' 
, ])ecad"" .... 01 old incfigeaous iDdaam... trade has ~ffec~d .pr,;judicially U1e old 

manufactunng mdustnes of the country 
and impoverished the classes engaged in them. The spinning and weaving trades, 
especially, have sufl'ered severely from foreign competition, and the former as a separate. 
profession is rapidly disappearin!?, what remains of it being ~nfined to the spinning 
of fine thread for cloths of 8upenor texture and extreme tenUlty such as could not be 
proJlucOO. by machinery, and of coan;e thread for the coarse thick cloths woven for the 
use of tile lower classes of the agricultural population. 'J:he demand for very costly 
cloths of superior texture WOrB by men of the higher classes baa considerably fallen, 
not so much owing to Manchester competition as to the change of fashion, E.!lg!!sh 
broad cloth having, to a considerable extent, superseded the.nasiiiilcfeti of dre8s.- On 
the other hand, there' has been considerable extension of demand' for 'female colored 
cloths made with imported fine yam, such as Kornadu cloths for instance, and in 
particular centres of industry such as Kornadu, Kuttalam and other places, the posi-. 
tion of the weavers baa really improved. Large sections of the agricultural population, 
still use coarse cloths made of country yam, which if somewhat dearer than machine-. 
made cloths, are preferred to the latter, as being more durable and warmer. The. 
coarse thread is spun by the agriculturists themselves and given to weavers who 
weave them into cloth on being paid about one mpee or its equivalent in grain for 
each cloth. These cloths are extensively in use in the Ceded districts, Komool, Coim-. 
batore and Salem, where the cold in the winter months is seyerer than in other parts. 
of the Presidency. The amount of weaving done in the country has not probably 
diminished sensibly of late years, but the profits of the weavers, both on account of 
Manchester competition and the additional pressure on the weaving industry due to 
the collapse of the spinning industry, have undoubtedly been much reduced.. The 

A 
.~ __ " " Madras Board of Revenue, who instituted 

• See ppendix foo • BOte OD - ~=tiOD 01 ......... ••• to th di . f th . 
in the M"" ..... t<nm. enqmnes m e con tion 0 e weavmg 

. industry in 187l and again in 1890, have 
reported to the same effeCt. In 1871, the number of looms at work was nearly 
280,000 or nearly 42 per cent. higher than the number at work between 1856-57 and 
1860-61, as ascertained for the purpose of aBSesSing the old moturpha tax. The returns 
for the earlier years, however, were imperfect and not fully to be relied on, and the 
Board estimated the real increase at between ,20 and~ per cent. and attributed the 
advance to the abolition of the vexatious and inquisitorial moturpha tax. The total 
quantity of twist worked up into cloth was estimated at 31! million lb., of which ] I! 
millions were imported and 20 millions spun in the country. In 1889 the number 
of looms at work was ascertained to be 300,000 exhibiting an increase since 1871 of 
7 pel;'_.JlCnt., while the increase in the population is 14 per cent. The quantity of 
twist worked up into cloth was estimated at34! 'millions-an increase of a little less 
than 10 per cent.--of whicn 19 millions were imported, 1 million was manufactured 
in the Indian mills and 14k millions were hand· made. Since 1871, the outtom of 
hand-made yam has, therefore, diminished by 22! per cent. For the whole of India 
the total production of cotton was estimated in 1869 at 7'1 million cwt., of whiCll'S 
millions were exported and 2'1 million cwt. consumed in India-i million by the, 
Indian mills and 1'8 million by the hand-looms. In 1888-89, the total production was _ 
estimated at 91 million cwts., of which li1 millions were exported to foreign countries, , 
~ millions were consumed by the Indian mills and 1 million by the hand-looms in 
India. This shows that hand-spun yam is being rapidly superseded by yam made I 
in the Indian mills, and that what the hereditary spinning classes have to fear DOW i 
is not the competition of Manchester, but that of the Indian mills. The extension l 
of the cotton mill industry in India dlloring the last 15 years has been truly re
markable. In 1870 the number of cotton mills in Bombay was only 12 with 319,394 
spindles and 4,199 looms.. The number of persons employed was 8,199 and the 
quantity of cotton worked up 220,tlOO cwts.. The ipdustry then was by no means in a 
thriving condition, and of the paid up eapital, Ii million Ex, the then value at the 
market quotations of the shares was only I million Rx, showing a loss of more than 
half a million. The return for capital invested was 4 per cent., while the Government. 
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stock at 4 per cent. was selling at 8 disco1lIlt. In the other Provinoes there were a few 
mills which, however, did not do any real business. Now there are 124 mills in the 
whole of India with 3,274,196 spindles and 23,142 l0l!.ms. The number .of persons 
employed is 112,000, and the quantity of cotton worked· up 3! million cwts. The 
capital invested in these mills is estimated at about 12 millions Rx, a very considerable", 
portion of which is native capital. The exports "of ootton goods from India chieHy to 
China, Japon, and the East Coast of Africa which amo1lIlted to 1'3 million Rx, have 
increased to .8'5 million RI. The requirements of India as regards cotton cloth have 
been estimated at 3,200 million yards, of which about 2,000 millions are imported and 
the remainder made in the country. !l!\.bout 600 million yards were in 1890-91 exported 
from India to foreign c01lIltries. There is every prospect of the products of -indian 
mills not. only taking entire possession, at no distant date, of the markets in China, Japan 
and East Africa, but also of driving out the Manchester.cloths of all but the finest . kinds 
from India. A majority of the Committee appointed by the Manchester Chamber of 
Commerce to enquire into the causes of the rapid development of the mill indnstry in 
Ind.Ui, )las recently reported after full inves1;igation that the main cause, which has 
favored the increase of mills and enabled them to a great extent to supply China and 
J apari with yarns formerly shipped from Lancashire, is their geographical position 
which places them in close proximity to the cotton fields on the one hand and the con
suming countries on the other. The net advantoge to the Indian spinner from these 
circumstances over his competitor in England, after allowing for the extra outlay on 
machinery, and consequent enhanced interest and depreciation, as well as greater 
expenditure on such items as imported coal, stores, &c., was estimated by the committee 
as equal to at least id. per lb. on the portion that is shipped to China and Japan, and 

tid. to id. per lb. on what is consumed in 
-: • See Wen'. B-1 E ........ C/I""fI'" Yr. W.1la India. itself.· The import trade in English 

! remarks: u Other cireumsta.nce&, Iuch. as cheaper labourand .• 
· longer factory hours, may have also favo",d the Indian pIeCe goods has for the last 5 of 6 years 
· mamd~ct .... ; but. th... diffe", .... ~. "''Peete. the shown no progress. In the review of the 
, conditions of 1a.bour m England and Indi& h&.ve 8X18ted • . 
fromtimeimmemoria!; and theroal novelty of the preoent Indian trade for 1890-91 Mr. O'Conor 

· situation i., that India, with mil:roa'/Is .and faotories, and remarks:" It may be said that if it had 
, the advantage of cheap ocean fretghts, 1& now ~Clpat.. • • ' • 
ing he..eIf. from ohrooic aluggiehne .. and ~i.g to not been for the competition of the Indian 
Jl!rlicipatemthew .. rld'.pro,gr ... ;~d~dsrE.gllsh~ .. - mills the trade in piece goods in 1890-91 
plce8, and l8.1'ge].". WIth Engliah capdal, lB, for the1irst time, , 
extensively utilizing her geopphica.\ position and her should have be~n at least 10 per cent. 
cheap and .bundsnt labour in oo .. ection with lab?ur-. 1ar er than it was and that t· this 

;.. aaving ma.chinery.'· Mr. T. Comber who was exammed g. ' 0 
by the Royel Commission on. the val .. e 01 the ~o.. extent at any rate the cloth woven in 
metels p ..... ted the folloWlog .BtatJmlent ohOWlng. the th I di . mills fro th 
oomparative cost of manufactunng 1 lb. of 20'8 yam e nan, or m yarn spun ere, 
in Bombay and Engw.d, and of ite tno.nsport to China, has within 5 years· taken the place of im-· 
the mte of exohsnge being token at 1 •• 6d. per rupee :- • k T 

Bo.,i'" Ind... ported cloths ill our mar ets. he extent of • 
• pin.... ."inner. the diversion, is however probably greater. 

L d. " 
Cotton 1 i lb. •• .. .. 
Depreciation and interest on mill 

6'69 6'0 In other kinds of cotton· goods, there has 
and maobjnery .. '42 '64 been a moderate increase, these being mainly 

'06 '16 of descriptions which are not woven in India GoeIa 
Wages ,;. •• ._ 
Stores 
StDldriEli 

l:~: ::: either from locally sp1ln or imported yarns, 
'40 '26 but these kinds are relatively of triHing 

7'96 7'60 dimensions. It would seem in fact that the 
p..,1Dng and carriage to Bombay. '60 . time is not very far distant when the imports 
Delivered at Bombay .. •• 8'4.. NO of the coarser and medium cottons which 
P .. king and carriage to China •• '70 '26 form the bulk of the trade will gradually 
Delivered in China . . •• 
Advantege intavour of theIndian 

S'66 7'76 disappear, and that the" trade'will be limited 

produoe . . ..,. '. 
'89 to the finer' qualities and therefore of,small 

dimensions." This condition of things has, 
as might be natlJrl!.lly expected, exoited the.· 
greatest alarm among the Manchester manu
facturers, and in proof of it Mr. O'Conor 

. quotes the following passages from a letter of 
the Commercial.correspondent in London of 
the Time8 of I'TIIiiG: "Several specimens of 
dhooties manufactured in India were laid on 
the table for inspection at the meeting. of 
the Blackburn Chamber of Commerce on 

The Englieh spinner haa 1m advantage in intereat and 
depreciation and coals, bllt the Indian epinner hae a still 
R'l'8ater advantage in wages and cost of transport both of 

· the l'II.W material and the manllfactured. product. The 
factory handsill India. are not individUAlly as efficient as 
the English ~tiveB, bmt 811 the rate of wages is muoh 
lower the net- advantage to the Indian spinner i.e 10 per 
cent ' Moreover, it is stated, that. by longer training, the 
lnt:fum hand baa become more efl'eetive than formerly. and 
noent improvements in machinery have rendered. it eo 
automatio that muc-h which formerly had to be done by 
hand is now done by machine and this greatly dimjniebea 
the ':'perior okilI of the LBncaahiJ:e hand. 

Wednesday. Mr, Alexander Harrison, who presided, saicl that during the last ten years 
l4 
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it has been the general opinion in Lancashire that it is impossible for mill-owners in 
India to make dhooties from 40's or the 60's -yarns, but here before their eyes were 
remarkably· good specimens of dhooties made from 4U's twist and 60's Egyptian weft. 
Mr. Harrison 'added that in his mind there never had been aIiy insuperable difficulty 
that would prevent Indian manufacturers from producing fine oounts, and he owned.l 
the opinion that in India in time they will grow their own ootton and weave these fine 
ileunts. The manufacturers of Lancashire should carefully watch the doings of tll.e 
Indian manufacturers, or they will find not only that the ooarse yarn trade has gone, 
but that the medium trsde will go also. .And he urged that it is time for Lancashire 
manufaOturers to oonsider their situation and to take means to fortify themselves. 
against. encroaohments on their interest." What the means referred to are intended 
to be, whether they are the pressure brought to bear on the Indian Government to 

enllOt stringent factory. laws not suited 
• In this connection th. following paeeego from a to the conditions of labour'in this oountry, 

opeoch of th. President 01 th. Blackburn Chamber of 1 '11' . 
Oommer .. will b ..... d with 10m •• m ....... ot. B. eaid: or ess 1 egttimate methods, has not been 
" Th.y (th. r..meashlre maoufa.turen) f.lt not one jot of stated; but whatever they may be, it is 
opp08ition as being hostile to Indian induetry; but they devoutly to be hoped that no --'-"'cl'al did protest against any indWitry being fostered upon the &U;lIW 

livee 01 little ehildren and women, upon the bleod and obstaoles will be plaoed in the way of the 
ainew8 of the men who had to work in the mill stoves and 

, duet-hoi .. of the cotton jenny Workahop8 of India'" development o{ the nascent factory indus_ 
tries in India, whioh may enable Indian 

much, of the ground they have lost under the stress of manufacturers to regain 
Manchester competition. 

40. It is clear, however, that the hereditary spinning and weaving castes have 
. nothing to hope for in the future, even if 

• Th. ~ ... y 01 hand-loom W"VerB, & n·· ..... 1 stage in India should manufaoture all the clothing lD.duaLriaJ development. . 
. . required for the use of her own population 

as w:ell as to meet the demands of foreign markets. The deterioration of these classes 
has now been going on for over a hundred years. Mr. White (one of the members of 
Council of the Governor of Madras) writing, in 179 3, ~tates that the mortality 
occasioned by the famine that had occurred just then fell heaviest on the weaving and 
spiIDling classes. Th.!ly'_were in the best of times a poverty-stricken class. The 
fluctuations in the weaving trade of"Iridia are very instruc~n IJill.bufactures 
before the sevente,enth century were practically unknown in England, and woollen 
manufacture was the great national .industry, so much so, that ootton cloths were 
desigtlllted "linens" and raw cotton WIIS believed to be a kind of "wool." In 1621, 
MI:. Munn, one. of the Directors of the East India CompAny, estimated the annual 
importation at 50,000 pieces of cotton cloth, the average cost of each piece on board 
in India being 78. and the selling price in England 208. The importation in 1674-75 
had increased to the value of £160,000. The silk and wool weavers became alarnied 
for their trade and serious riots took place in various parts of England, and in conse
quence the further introduction of Indian goods into England WIIS interdicted ill. 1700. 
In 1721, another statute' WIIS enacted, enforcing the prohibition by a penalty of £5 
for each offence on the part of the wearer of Indi.an goods and a penalty of £20 on 
the seller of such goods. The exports of cotton goods to England were thus much 
restricted. In 1767 and 1769 Hargreaves' and Arkwright's inventions--spinning 
jenny and spinning frame-came into use, and England began to manufacture cotton 
cloth on an extensive scale. India's export trade was then confined to supplying BOme 
of the Asiatic countries, and soon after, England took possession of these markets. This 
dealt the first blow to the weaving classes in India, the effect ef which was enhanced 
by the breaking up of the trading establishments of the East India Company when its 
trading privileges were abolished in 1813 and 1833. The rapid development of 

,machinery and manufaotures and the cheapness with which cotton cloths were 
produced in England led to India being flooded with Manchester goods to the further 
,injury of the weaving classes here. Now the tide has turned, and the development of 
.factories in India bids fair.to enable her to manufacture the goods required for her own 
population, even more cheaply than England, and to compete with England in foreign 
markets. This means that India, by means of the advantages oonferred by foreign . 
trade, has beE!n enabled to organize her productive powers on the most economical 
basis ; but as every factory hand will displace 30 weavers and spinners, it is clear 
that the deterioration of these classes will be even more rspid than in the past.'; 
Spinning as a bye industry may be carried on by agriculturists to provide themselves 



with the coarse but durable cloths which mills do not turn out, and the weaving of' 
superior cloths for women will doubtless still exist; but on the whole the;ra.deof 
the hand-loom weavers will have shrunk. to small dimensions. . The sufferings of the 
weavers are great and such as to excite commiseration, but these sufferings are no 
more than have always been caused to protected classes whenever labour-saving 
machinery has been brought into use. In England, for instance, ths sufferings of 
weavers were even more intense than those of the oorresponding elasses. in Judia, owing 
to the simultaneous introduction of machinery both in manufactures and agriculture 

,,_ ~. hto' ~ . I Hi I - .• "_nO .. ' and the consequent economising of labour in =. v~'g ... u..... """'J ...... ~. b th d' ti' '" A 't d 'b' th . . • 0 Irec ons. wn er escn mg e 
condition of the weavers in the early years of the present century states: "Tll.e mos~ 
miserable class of artizans were the hand-loom weavers, who long continued to carry 
on their trade at home. The uee oll power looms was slowly adopted; and even after 
they were generally introduCed, the hand-loom weaver could not change hie mode of 
life, but continued to practise his craft at home. He could only earn miserable wages. 
He lived an isolated, degraded life, and it was the hand-loom weavers who were the 
foremost in the destruction of machinery and the burning of mills. The Luddites, 
authors of most destructive riots, which began at Nottingham were, for the most part, 
hand-loom weavers. As prices rose and distress became.more.general, these men more 
and more looked upon the machinery as the cause of all their woes,. and joined eagerly 
in their destruction." In India the abundance of waste lands and the possibility of a 
portion of the weaving population finding work in the cultivation of llmds is sam!! 
miti~tion, however inadequate, of their unfortunate position. . 

41. Another industry which has suffered from foreign competition is'the mann-
-n:. decline i .. the manufacture of ;"0... facture of 1 ir0fn.. India contain

d
' a.~ abunksd-

ant supp y 0 Iron ores an native wor 
for iron smelring were not very long ago scattered allover the Peninsuls and Indian 
steel was famous. Dr. Buchanan has described minutely the processes employed by 
native manufacturers for smelting Iron in the districts of Salem, Coimbatore, Malabar 
and South Canara. The ~(Joal used WI1LV~.great in cO!!lparison with the results, 
obtain~d; In Salem, it is state(ftliiiftton ore containing 72 per cent. of metal, yltilds 
onln5 per cent. of bar iron. The clearance of forests and the consequent rise in the 
price of charcoal have nearly extinguished this industry; and iron smelters in many 
regions are the hardest worked, but the poorest among the population. The iron (which 
is of very good quality and superior to the imported article) is sold at a high price; 
nevertheless thEl amount of iron produced bears but a miserab1e proportion to the labour,\ 
time and material expended. The class that has suffered is, however, numerically 
a small one, while the benefit to the general population by the fall·· in the price of 
imported iron and by the prevention of. the indiscriminate felling of forests for 
charcoal burning has been very great. The extent of the benefit may be estimated' 
from 'the following figures: During the past 18 years, the imports of iron into India 
have been doubled both in quantity and value, while those of steel. have increased· 
more than 15 times in quantity,but less than 4 times in value, thus showing that the 
value of imported steel is only about one-fourth of what it was bsfore. The imports of' 
hardware and cutlery have increased more than twice, while those of railway and 
rolling stock have increased more than 5 times. The imports of machinery have 
increased from about 5 lskhs in 1850-51, to nearly 21 orores in 1888-89, thus showiPK an' 
immense advance j.J! tha.etllam"polYe!-llf...tb.~y. There are alsoindiOOliOiis that 
this country· will ere long be able to manufacture iron on a larger scale than hitherto 
by the adoption of improved processes. The discovery of coal in various parts of the 
country and the methods invented for its economical use afford promise of a great future 
for the iron industry. Fifty years ago the. Madras Government spent considerable 

. sums of money in subsidizing the Porto Novo Company in the hope of oreating and 
developing an iron manufacturing industry according to European processes. The 
scheme failed owing to the diffioulty of obtaining charcoal. Reoently, however, it 
appears that near Pondicherry, not far from Porto Novo, extensive beds of coal, 10,000 
acres in extent, capable of producing 250 million tons have been discovered; whether 
this will lead to an iron manufacturing industry being re-established· in . those 
parts it is difficult to say, but considering the startling rapidity with which methods for 
developing and .utilizing natural resources are being discovered by science at· the 
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.present day, i~ is not.l?o much to hope that the rich jron ores of Southern India will 
not long remam unutilized. 

42. The shipping trade of India has suffered also. Mr. O'Conor in the Trade 
Th IIhi • ind Report of India for 1890-91 writes:-

e ppmg udry. "The native craft employed in the foreign 
trade' do not increase. They represent less than 2! per cent. of the total tonnage. 
Except for intercourse with the Straits and the Malayan Archipelago, Ceylon, the 
'Maldives and the Coast from Karachi to Muscat, these craft will eventually disappear 
from the foreign calTying trade." This is not a result to be much regretted, 1IS the 
employment of these small craft of burden averaging 50 tons each is not compatible 
with the enormous growth of the foreign trade of India, and as further it is the use of 
steam vessels for carriage that has developed the trade with China in Indian cotton 
manufactures. The small craft, however, will continue to be used in the carriage of the 
cheapest and bulkiest articles between the smaller ports which steamers do not enter. Y 

43. Against the disadvantage to the indigenous industries above referred to, have to 
Th do I t of facto 'dustri he set oft'the new industries which foreign 

e ve opmen 1'1' m el. trade has created The new . d tri' . mus es 
which have sprung up in the Madras Presidency have already been noticed. Taking 
India as a whole, three important new industries may be mentioned, viz., jute, tea and 
coal. The e 0 'ute in 1828 was 364 cwts, valued at 62 Rx. In 1850-51 the value 
of· the exports of raw jute amounte to 7,0 1 Rx. an of manufactured jute to Rx 
216,978. In 1890-91 the values were 7'6 millions Rx and 2'5 millions Rx, respec
tively. Jute cultivation is entirely carried on by the natives of the country, without 
any extraneous help. Baboo Hem Chunder KelT in his report on the jute cultivation 
in Bengal writes: "It is usual with some to descant on the apathy, ignorance and want 
of, enterpriSe of the people of this country, and of the ryots in particular, but the 
figures here given prove beyond the shadow of a cavil, that they are, notwithstanding 
their alleged or real defects, sufficiently long-headed thoroughly to understand their 
interest and capable of creating and extending in five and forty years a trade to the 
value of.nearly 4i million sterling (now 10 million Rx) without any aid from without. 
That they are capable, likewise, of sustaining this trade and extending it if required 
and made worth their while, no one will, I feel certain, venture to ·question. As long 
as the trade js profitable, they will do all that is needed, but strong common sense and 
long-headedness will not accept theories for facts, nor adopt new methods or systems, 
because they are new, or because they are told to adopt them. The new methods and 
systems must be proved to be real improvements calculated for certain, to add: to their 
profits, or they will have none of them." Tea on the other hand, is an industry created 
entirely by English enterprise and capital. The value of the exports amounts now to 
5
t
J. million Rx. Indian and Ceylon teas have been rapidly driving the China tea out.,/ 

o the English market as will be seen from the following figures.' In 1864 the imports 
into. England were: China .85'80 and Indian 2'80; total 88'60 million lb. The 
imports in 1890 were: China 73'74, Indian 101'77, and Ceylon 42'49; total 218 
million lb. . It is stated that the tea from India produces a stronger liquid than that 
of China, that is a small quantity of the former is equal for purposes of consumption 
to a larger quantity of the latter; .and as a high import duty, amounting to nearly 25/ 
per cent. of the value is ~evied in England on all teas iITespective of their quality, 
the Indian tea: is benefited. The duty whioh was 6tl. per lb. has also been reduced to 
4tl. The establishment of co ieries in India has been effected in recent years, the out 
put of'coal in 188 amoun mg to 2 million tons and the value '69 million Rx. The 
average value per ton of Indian coal is 3'4 rupees while that of imported coal is 22'4 
rupees, while in point of heating power-the latter has an advantage of not more than 
one-half. As railway communications further develop, India might be expected to : 
use her own coal for manufacturing purposes. In India there were at the end of: 
1889-90, 114 cotton-mills and 27 jute mills worked by steam, 315 cotton and jute; 
presses, 61 rice mills, 60 saw-mills, 21 breweries, 2 woollen mills, 6 silk mills, 3 soap! 
factories, 6 large tanneries, 48 iron and brass foundries, 14 large sugar factories, 231 
coft'ee works, 66 cutch and lac factories, 61 oil mills, 41 flour mills, 24 ice factories, 231 
pottery and tile factories, Hi bone-crushing factories and 34 tobacco and cigar factories, ) 
besides a large number of indigo and taa factories worked on indigo and tea planta- P 
tions. rfhe estab~shment of these factories affords cogent proof of the fact that India \ 
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is emancipating herself, as Mr. Wells put it, from her chronic' sluggishness and 
entering on a new era of industrial improvement. , 

44. Ta~ation.-The growth of taxation in this Presidency has next to be 
considered. The principal sources of revenue are (1) the land tax and provincial 
ratjls; (2) the income-tax; (3) the salt duties; (4) the excise on spirits and drugs; 
(5) the customs duties; (6) the stamp duties; and (7) fees for the registration, of 

,documents. It will be convenient to take each of these' sources of revenue and 
examine to what extent they affect the economic condition of the several classes of 
the population. , • -

45. Among these sources of revenue, the land revenue is, of course, by far the 

La.nd T t P , most important. 'l'here has been much 
reve"... .1< or ron d" I h h h ISCUSSlOn as to w let er t e ryot . as a 

right in the soil and whether the payments made by him fall under the category 
of tam or of rent. In the opinion of the Famine Commissioners, 1880, the land revenue 
is a'source of income which in India must be distingnished from'taxation properly 
so called, as by immemorial and unquestioned prescription, the Government is 
entitled to receive from' the occupier of the land whatever it requires of the 
surplus profit left after defraying the expenses of cultivation; and consequently land 
revenue may with more propriety be regarded as a rent paid by a tenant, often a 
highly favored tenant, to the paramount owner, than as a. tall) paid by the owner 
to the State. This extreme view of the rights of the State, which was dissented 
from by the Madras member of the Famine Commission, is in consona.nce neither 
with the conclusions of the best authorities, nor with the practice of the English 
administrators in this Presidency; and indeed as regards the latter, Madras has been 
more fortunate than many other parts of Ind la. Sir Thomas Munro, who is genera.\ly 
believed to have denied that the ryot had any right in. the soil he cultiva.ted, says: 
"The ryot of India. unites in his own person the characters of laborer, farmer, a.nd 
landlord j he receives ,the wages of the laborer, the profit of the farmer on his stock, 
and a small surplus from 1 to 20 per cent. on the gross produce as rent, but on an 
average not more than 5 or 6 per cent." Again in another place, he remarks : 
," The Collector looks upon the ryot as a. mere tenant, and hence he infers that the 
occnpation of la.nd in India may be regulated as in England. But the station of 
the ryot is not 80 low a.s is made by his plan. The '1'yot is certainly not like the 
landlord in England, but neither is he like the English tena.nt. If the name of land. 
lord belongs to any person in India., it is to the ryot. He divides with Government 
all thll rights of the la.nd. Whatever is not reserved by Government belongs to 
him. He is not a tenant at will, or for a term of years. He is not removable 
beca.nse another offers more." The fact is, that the relationship between the ryot 
and Government, or between the ryot and the Zemindar who is the assignee 
of the rights of Government, is not that of landlord and tena.nt, but toot of 
partnership.'" Professor Ma.rshall· puts this matter in a clea.r light. He says: 
"In early times, a.nd in ba.ckward countries, even in our own age, all rights to 

2'1 James )lin in writing to a iOn who was reading in the East India Company', 0011eg8 at Ha.i1eybury explained 
this nry olearly: He aa.id, Ct Do. DOt a.llow yourself to be taken in, M many people are, by an ambigaity in the 
word • property.' Englishmen in general incline to think that where propBf'ty is not entire, espeoially in the la.ndl there 
is no pt'operty. But proPfIJ"ty may be aa perfl"otly pruperty, when it Inoludes only a part,- IWJ when it includes the 
whole. There ill no doubt thr.t the ryfli baa a -prfIPerty in the Soli" though it i. a liIQited pJ'oper6y. ~ There it no doubt 
that th('l; Govemment baa .. SWOP8'l"ty in the soil-that allo limited-the one limited by the other. It is therefore 
It! caae ~f ;oinC ''''OJ')erty. Hence the eontroversi.ea." As .regards the proprietary rights of the ryotl in the loil they 
cultivate, the following authorities may be referred to:- Bba.skanppa. 'U. The CoUeotol" of North Oanara, XU 
-Bomba.y High Court Reporta appendix i the judgment of the 1IRtdra.& High Court in the Attapadi valley- oa.ee; tl\tt 
judgment of thtt Madraa High Court in A..B. No. 82 of 1888; Sir Oha.rloa Tomer's minute on the Bill relating to 
Ma.labar Land tenwea; a.nd G.O., dated Silt September 1882, No. 1008, Revenue. The laat paper is moet import.a.r.t ... 
containing the decla.rationl of Go,.ernment on the IUbjeot of ryot'l rights after foll inquiry. '.fhe concluaiona sta.ted. by 
Oovernment ue-(l) tha.t the State cannot, without violating the rule a.nd practioe dating f'rom time ilnmemorial, Mleri> 
in this Presidency an e&cluaive right to minere.la in unoccupied lands, but that it is folly entitled to &. aha.re in ·lIDOh 
produuta 88 in ally other produce of the land I (9) that IJUbjeot to the payment of .. stated propol'ti~ of the produce tQ 
1lletlt the 'neoeaaitieB of the odministr&tion, the pl'oprietllo1'7 right of the ryot in the Boil of his holding t. absolote and 
co:nplete; (3) that he iii able to mortga.ge, sell, deviae 9r otherwise alienate the land; (4) that, on these principles, 
property haa beeQ changing hands from time immemorial, and for the Goven.1Q.ent to put forward .• claim. now, 19hie4 
)1&8 never been aaaert.ed and which doe. not re.t in lBow, praatice or preoedent, would undoubtedly raise Bo feeling of 
diatruat Bond diloontent whicb would ta.ke long to .ua.y; (5) tbat it would be 8training the State'. priri1eges to attach 
the conditioD of recognition of 8011y exclusive right to mineral. on the tenna on which lands mBoy be newly oooupied. 
although in the interes ... of the general pnhlio, it may in particular iqRta.nces be justifia.ble to do 110, ill view to the 
development of ascertained mineral reBODrOea; and (6) that as rega.rda the net bolk of the land ooeupiad or likely to be 
·occupied for cultivation, ,uoh reservation would be absolutely objeotleaa and w01l1d on11 have the effect of crea~infr 
widespreo.d distrust iu the minds of the people. 

./ 

• 
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property ·depend on general understand.jngs rather than on precise 1~W8 and docu
ments. IIi 110 far as these understandmgs can be reduced to defiD1te terms and 
flxpressed in the language of modern business, they are generally to the following 
effect :-The ownership of land is vested, not in an individual, but in a firm of 
which one member or group of members is the sleeping partner, while another 
member or group of memberl! (it may be a whole family) is the working partner. 
The sleE'ping partner is sometimes the ruler of the State, sometimes he is an indivi
dual who inherits what was once the duty of collecting payments due to this ruler 
from the cultivators of a certain part of the soil, but what, in the course of silent 
time, has become a right of ownership, more or less definite, more or les8 absolute. 
If, as is generally the case, he retains the duty of making certain payments to the 
ruler of the State, the partnership may be regarded as containing three members, 
of whom two are sleeping partners. The sleeping partner, or one of them, is 
generally called the proprietor, or landholder or landlord, or even landowner. But 
this is an incorrect way of speaking, .if he is restrained by law, or by custom 
which has the force of law, from turning t.he cultivator ont of his holding, either by 
an arbitrary enhancement of the payments exacted from him or by any other means. 
In that case, the property in the land vests, not in him alone, but in the whole of 
. the firm, of which he is only a sleeping partner; the payment made by the working 
partn,eris not rElnt at all, but is that fixed SUlD, or that part of the gross proceeds as 
the case may be, which the constitution of the firm binds him to pay; Rnd in so 
far as custom or law, which regulates these payments, is fixed and unalterable, 
the theory of rent has but little direct application." It is the fashion to say that it 
ma.tters little by" what name the payment made by the ryot t,o Government is called, 
i.e., whether it is designated revenue or rent, but, in practice, the point of view from 
which the question is regarded involves most important consequences. " To the 
modern statesman," says Lord Salisbury in reference to this question, "the re
fined distinctions of the economical school are a eolid living reality, from which he 
can as little separate his thoughts as from his mother tongue; To us it may seem 
indifferent whether we call a payment revenue or rent, so we get the money; but 
it ill not indifferent by what name we call it within his hearing. If we say that 
it is rent, he will hold the Government in strictness entitled to all that remains 
after wages and profits have been paid, and he will do what he can to hasten 

. the advent of the day when the State shall no longer be kept by any weak com
promises from the enjoyment of its undoubted rights. If we persuade him that 
it is revenue, he will note the vast disproportion of its incidence as compared 
to that of other taxes, and his efforts will tend to remedy the inequality and to 
lay upon other classes and interests a more equitable share of the public burden. 
I prefer the latter tendency to the former. So far as it is possible to change the 
Indian fiscal system, it is desirable that the cul~ivator should pay a smaller pro. 
portion of the whole national charge. It is not in itself a thrifty policy to draw the 
mass of revenue from the rural districts where capital is scarce, sparing the towns 
where it is often redundant and runs to waste in luxury. The injury is exagge
rated in the case of India, where so much of the revenue is exported without a direct 
equivalent." The above views of Lord Salisbury, which seem to me to be perfectly 
Bound., I shall have occasion to refer to again when I have to consider the effect of . 
'land settlements. When the relation between ·the ryot and the Government is 
regarded as one of partnership, it results that the payment made by the former to 
the latter is neither relit nor tam but a share of the profite. .As the Government, 
whIch is the" sleeping pa'1'mer" according to Professor Marshall's phraseology, has, 
however, power to assess the profits and determine the portion to be paid to it 
as its share, the public interests require that the IUIsessment should be made with 
as much scrnpulosity as in the case of a tax to prevent the share of the profits of 
the." tDorking parmer" or the private owner, being unduly abridged and the in. 
centives to increased production being weakened; and this object is best attained 
by regarding the Government assessment of land as being more in the nature of a 
. talll than a rent. 

46. The subjoined statement shows the 
Growth of 1",,4 r ••• nus. average land revenue for decennial periods 

qince the beginl}ing of the century :-



MillioD. lb. 
Average of 10 y96l'8 ending 1809-10 ••• . .. . .. 8'74 

. Do. 1819-20 . .. ,. 8'74, 
'Do. 1829-30 '" ... 3'68 
Do. 1839.40 ". 3'16 
Do. 1849-50 ... 3'40 -
Do. 1859-60 .. ', 3-65 
Do. 1869-70 4'16 
Do. 18,9-80 .... ... 4':38 
Do. 1889-90 4'81 . , 

The figures in the first three decades include the proceeds of the moturpha taxes 
arid of the revenue from the tobacoo monopoly. Kurnool having been annexed to 
British territory in 1838, the revenue of that distriot is not inoluded in the figures 
of the years previous to 1838. North Canara, on the other hand, was transferred to 
Bombay in 1862, and the revenue of this district 'is included ill the figures given 
for the previous years. Making allowances for these circumstanoes, it will be seen 
that during the first 20 years of the century the revenue was nearly 3t millions 
Rx, when landK were rack.rented, that it then began to decline and fell to 8'16 
millions in the decade ending 1839-40 owing to the severe agricnltural depres. 
sion which then prevailed, that it took another 20 years to rise to the level at which 
it was at the beginning of the century, and that since '1859-60 it has been rapidly 
rising, the increaf'e amounting to 1'16 million 01'.81'8 per cent. The rise iii the 
revenue may be due to (1) the extension of the area- under cultivation, (2) the 
extension of the area under irrigation, and (3) the increase in the rates of 
assessment imposed by the settlement department with reference to the iilcrease iii 
the prices of agricultural produce; and the following remarks will show to what 
extent the increase is due to each of the above causes. -

The land revenue consists of two portions, one practically permanent and not 
liable to enhancement, and the other. fluctuating. The .first. head comprises the 
peshcush on permanently-settled estates, and. the quit-rents on inam villages an!! 
on inam lands found interspersed with ryotwar lands in ryotwar villages. The per
manent.ly-settled estates or zemindaris cover an area of 43,000 square miles or nearly 
one-third of the whole area of the Presidency. The area under cultivation in the 
zemindaris was estimated iii 1880 at about 5i millions of acres, or a little more than 
one-fourth of ryotwar holdings, and the acreage at present:is probably somewhat more. 
The inam areas aggregate nearly 8 .million acres, of which the portion actually culti-

-vated may be taken at 5 millions. The land revenue derived from permanently
settled estates is about 50t lakhs of rupees; from inamvillages 6f-lakhs, and from 
minor inams 21t lakhs, making a total of 78i lakhs. The revenlie payable to 
Government on these lands is fixed, except that where unirrigated lands are irrigated 
by water derived from Government works newly constructed, a water-rate is 
levied. The water-ratetbus levied fluctuates from year to year and may ordinarily 
be taken at 7i lakhs of rupees. For the purposes of the assessment of the Local 
Fund land cess, the rental of zemindari estates has been ascertained to be 161lakhs 
of rupees; of inam villages to be 411lakhs of rupees; and of minor inams to be 96 
lakhs of rupees. The land revenue therefore bears the proportion of one-third, one. 
sixth and one-fifth, respectively. to the rental of zemindaris, inam villages and minor 
inams. As regards the inam lands which were held on uncertaiil tenure, by far the 
greatest portion of them has been confirmed to the holders in perpetuity with full 
right of alienation on condition of their paying a light quit-r~nt. Inam lands 
held on condition of rendering service to the State have also. iii most districts, 
been enfranchised, that is to say, freed from the conditi~n of service a~d rendered 

. heritable and transferable property on payment of II> qUlt-rent amounting to five
f'ighths of the regulated assessment. The only additional tax laid on both zemin
dari alld _ inam lands is -the local land cess at 6! per cent. of _ the ~essment for 
local improvements, which they iu common with ryotwar lands are . liable . to pay. 
The zemindars are charged with' only a portion of the cess at the rate of at per 
cent. on the difference between the aasessment paid to them by the ryots and the 
peshcush paid by the former to Government, while the ryots pay at the rate of 
8t per cent. on the assessment paid to the zemindars. The zemindari ryots thus 
pay the cess at only half the rates at which the Government_ ryots are assessed in 
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consideration of the fact of tho land assessment levied by zemindars being mlloh 
heavier than those of ryotwar lands. The amount of the cess is 12i lakhs of rupe!'s, 
while the prioes of produoe, and, as a consequence, the annual money value of the 
lands have risen by 150 per' cent. sinoe 1850. ' 

The ryotwar land revenue, whioh was 300 lakhs in 1852.53, increased to 376 
lakhs in 1872-73 and to 400 lakhs in 1889~90. As already observed, prior to 1850, 
the land revenue, owing to the agricultural depression and the low prices of the 
food-grains, pressed with extreme severity on the agrioultural c1asses-; and under 
the liberal policy whioh was inaugurated about this time, extensive reduotions 
were made in the land assessments, the remissions granted between 1850 and 185B 
amounting to 28 lakhs of rupees. Between 185!! and 1872-73 further remissions 
of taxation were made to the extent of 241 lakhs in districts not brought under 
the new settlement as shown below; the abolition of the olungu system in Tanjore 
and TinneveIly distriots, 7 lakhs; the reduotion of assessment on unirrigated lancls 
in South Aroot and Guntur, Rs. 95,000; the reduotion of assessment of garden 
lands, /}lakhs; the abolition of the pullary tax in NeIlore, Rs. 97,000; the reduc
tion of assessment of manavari lands in Chingleput, Rs. 15,000; and the abolition 
of the tobacco monopoly, 8 lakhs of rupees. On the other hand, the increase of 
assessment due to the new settlement, not taking into aooount the local cesses, 
was, up to 1872-73, 51 lakhs, and from that year up to the end of 1889-90, 7 lakhs, 
making a total of 12} lakhs. On the whole, therefore, the net amount of land 
taxation remitted since 1850 is 40 lakhs. This shows that the increase in the 
ryotwar land revenue is entirely due to the extension of irrigation and extension 
of cultivation and not in any degree to the increase of taxation. Out of 100 lakhs 
of rupees, by which the ryotwar revenue demand in 1889-90 exceeds the demand 
in 1852-53, more than 40 lakhs are due to irrigation provided by irrigation works 
constructed by Govemment and classed as productive; irrigation works con
,structed since 1860, but not classed as productive, have al~o brought in a con
siderable revenue, the amount of which is not ascertainable; and there is the 

'revenue due io the increase in the acreage of holdings, which has risen fl'om 
less than 13 to 21 millions of acres,or by about 60 per cent. As compared with 

. '. 1852-53, the rate per acre of un irrigated 
• Nolf.-£1 ,. taken as eqmvalent to 10 rop.... I d h f 11 f • 2 7.ld t " 0 B.d an as a en rom 8. -oJ '. 0 w8. •• 

and of irrigated land from 138. ld. to 108. and of land of.both descriptions from 
58. to 3s. 91d. ' 

The provincial rates, which affect ryotwar lands in rural tracts, are (1) the 
, local fund -land ceBS, (2) the village service cess, and (3) the irrigation cess. The 
last is a voluntary oess of trifling amount paid in a few places to keep up an estab-

'lisbment for the conservancy of, and distrihution of water in, irrigation channels 
and may be left out of the calculation. Land cess is levied for the mainte
nance of roads, bridges, hospitals and, other services administered by the Local 
Fund Boards. The village service cess is utilised for the maintenant'e of the 
village establishments and superl:!edes in part at least the merahs and grain fees, 
which, according to the custom of the country, the ryots were bound to pay for 
the maintenance of village servants. The two ceBses on ryotwar lands amount to 
521lakhs of rupees. 'l'he whole amount is not a new charge, as the value of the 
old merahs customarify paid before the village-cess was introduced and which are 
now no longer paid must be deducted, The, increase of taxation on ryotwar land. 
taking both land revenue proper and provincial rates together, cannot be more 
than 10 lakhs of rupees, if even so much. Practically, therefore, the incidence of 
the land taxes remains the same now as it was in 1850 in nominal money value, 
while owing to ,the fall in the purchasing power of money, 21 rupees now being 
equivalent to 1 rupee before, a ryot has to sell only two-fifths of the crop. he would 
have had to sell formerly to discharge the Government dues. 

47. The considerations referred to above clearly show that the pressure of 
- .. the land tax is very much less at present 
Pre .... e of ~heland IaI: and .elling pnces of land. t'--·. . th 1850 fter ' ' ' ll10n 1. was lD e year - , even a 

makin~ allowance for the £act that the area of land actually cultivated was in excess, 
of the recorded area in former years. That the tax is in itself moderate is shown 
by the high price obtained for much of the land under ,cultivation. I have collected 
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and given i~ the appendix lIuoh statistics as oould be obtained "as regardsth", 
values of lands in a few dlstriot$ from the reco\·ds of the Registration deplll'tment. 
In 1830. !"nd had little or no value throughont the greater portioll of the presi.'l 
dancy with the ex:ception of the distriots of Tanjore, Malabar,South Canat'a and 
the river-irrigated portions of Madura and Tinnevelly. In the rich deltas qt. the 
Kistna and the Godavari, transfers of land by sale appear to have been almost 
unknown till about 1850. In 1853 Sir Walter Elliott, the Commissioner of the 
Northern Cil'cars, reported that in the Kistna district, land was generally un"saleable, 
and that, in the only instanoes which had oome to his notioe, the area sold was, 
15 acres of dry and 56f acres of 'wet land, the price obtained being Re. 203, 
Ag-d.in the same officer reported in 185.j, that the only case of sale of assessed lands 
occurred in Guntoor, where 10 acres of dry and 2 acres of wet land yielding 
a gross outturn of Rs. 55, and bearing an assessment of Rs. 31 fetched a price 
of Rs. 78. In the dry districts, such as the Ceded Districts, &c., the only I 
lands that had any saleable value were inam lands, and lands iITl,"gated by private 
wells or on whioh cocoanut and areoa plantations had been formed, "almost the 
entire value iii these cases being due to ;the capital and labour laid out by the 
ryots in improving the lands. In the Tanjore district th, e statistics given ill the \ 
appendix: show that the value of the lands in most plaoes has risen to not less than 
ten tiDies of what it was in the early years of the century. In the qeltas of the 
Kistna and the Godavari, lands which were unsaleable bave, during the last 30 
years, aoquired a high value, though in the former distriot there are still large 
tracts where, owing to the sparseness of the population, the value has not risen 
to anything like the height it has attained ill ~'alljore. A.s regards the rise 
in the value of lands iu the Coimbatore distriot, Mr. Nioholson remarks .. that 
(1) whereas up to 1850, or at least in 1839, only about one-eighth of the dry 
land, three-fourths of the gardens, and one-fourth of the wet land was saleable, 
in 18~4 the bulk of the dry land has a prioe ranging from As. 4 to Rs. 50 
per acre j all gardens are saleable, and are worth from Rs. 50 to 100 per aore, 
inclusive of the well, while the wet land- is wholly saleable at an average of 
from Rs. 250 to Rs. 300 j (2) that a very large proportion of the lands bears I 
a rental of one-half of the gross produce, whereas ill 1839 a smaller propor
tion bore a rental of one-half the net produoe, i.e., after deduoting cultivation 
expenses j (3) that interest has decreased, mortgages on landed property being now 
freely aoo.·pted at 9 per cent." whereas ill 1839 interest on suoh tJ;ansaotions 
was from 12 to 18 per cent. and higher j (4) that trading capital now turns to land I 
as an investment, and is willing to aooept from it a return of 6 per cent., whereas 
in 1839 it was declared that trading capital did not invest in land j (5) that wells 
have inoreased from'about 22,000 to about 5.5,000 in actual use, representing capital 
permanently sunk since 1800 of at least· 100 lakhs, besides that sunk in wells 
not now in use; (6) that thousands of acres have been turned from dry into wet; 
(7) that the cultivation of very valuable products, such as sugarcane, turmerio, 
cocoanuts, plantains, &c., has largely inoreased j and (8) that in the recent unpre
oedented- famine, (1877-78), it was not the ryot class who suffered severely, save 
only those who depended solely on dry land." All these benefioial results ha~e 
been produoed by the removal of the speoial tax on garden oultivation in a distriot 
whioh is known to be one of the driest in the Presidency, and in which out of 62 
years beginning with 1803 and ending with 1365 the season in 9 had been 
described as bad, in 40 as unfavourable, and only in 11 as favourable and in 2 as 
.. bumper." Mr. Nioholson estimates the average value of wet land at Rs. 255 per 
acrl', of dry land at Rs. 19 per acre, and of garden land at Rs. 46 per acre. The. 
poorest lands on the margin of oultivation have of oourse little or no vallie, and, 

, allowing for this, he puts the average value of dry land at Rs. 12 per aore. The total 
oapitalized value of the lands under oocupation he estimates at 630 lakhs of rupees. 
In the densely populated distriot.~, such as Tanjore, lands, rapidly rose in value 
when the prices of food grains ruled high botween 1860 and 1870; since then the 
rise in the values has not been quite so great. In other distriots, however, which 
hlIV& bE'en opened up by extension ·of communications, the rise in land values 
during recent years has been V61·y great. The inorease in the value of land of. 
course is to some extent due to the fact of its being a .. safe" investment. In the 

16 
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[
Tanjore district, for instance, persons in vesting money in land do not expect to. 
get a greater return than 4 or /) per cent.; and in South Cana.ra the returu is stated 
to be as low as ak per cent. Nevertheless the rise in t.he price of land is a aure 
indication of the abundance of circulating capital and of the moderation of the 
land,tax. . 

48. The proportion which the land assessment bears to the rent value of the 
Relaotion between GOV8rQment a.ssellsment a.nd rental. lands is even a better guage of the 

. pressure of the land tall than land prices. 
Statistics showing this proportion for all the districts of the Presidency are not 
Ilasily procurable. I have, however, obtained the·required particulars for one 
district, viz., Coimbatore, from leases registered in l1:!S2. and the results are given in 
the appendix. T~e number of leases examined was 966, of which fi91 related to dry 
lands,' tl,1l2 acres In extent,40 to garden lands of 429 acres, and 235 to wet lands of 
810 acres. In the case of dry lands, the rent was 4'1 times the Government assess
ment, for' garden it was 6·4 times and for wet 5'2 times. Of the extent of land 
leased out, only in a small proportion of cases are written engagements exchanged 
and of such written engagements only a small proportion is registered. Moreover 
it is only the better classes of lands that al'e leased out. Nevertheless, the figures 
above given show that the lands have not been over-assessed. In the case of dry 
lands leased 'out, the average assAssment comes to 1 rupee, while the average dry 
assessment of the district is 14 annas 10 pies. The wet lands leased out do not 
seem to be of exceptionally good quality, for while their average assessment comes 
to Rs. 6-3-4, the average wet rate for the district is Rs. 7-7-0. The following 
statement shows that in a considerable number of cases the rental exceeds even ten 
times the ass.essment :-' 
, 

. Description of Jands. 

-- I I Dry. Garden. Wet. , 

Number of ClLBes in whioh the rent stipulated to be pa-id is leu thaD 
. twice the Government asS88sm8!lt ... ]07 1 1 

Do. do. do. betwaeu 8 and B ... 128 .. . 9 
Do. do. do do. ..... d 8 ... 8S 1 16 
Do. do. do. do. land " . .. 9& '9 '18 
Do. do. do. do. Rand 6 ... 68 8 63 
Do. do. do. do. 'and 6 ... 48 6 26 
Do. do. do. do. Sand , ... 89 B 29 
Do. do. do. do. Pand S . .. 26 1 9 
Do. do. do. do. 10 and 9 . .. 16 3 8 
Do. do. do. do. 16 and 10 ... eo 11 is 
Do. do. do. over 16- ... BU B 8 -Total .•• 691 40 236 

Na1'B.-,-!n. .U tbese oases the lessOr paya the Government aasessment out of the rent stipulated. 

49, The proportion of 'Government assessment to the gross produce was esti
mated by the Famine Commission at 6'3 

Ratio of Gov.rnm.nt ...... m.nt to gr ... produ... t t k· th I f th per cen., a mg e va ue 0 e gross 
outturn at50crores of rupees, and the land revenue at a·J6 crores. They have 
excluded from land revenue 1'37 crores as being water charge alld not forming 
part 01 land. tax proper. Including this amonnt, the proportion is 9·2 per CElnt. 
In these calculations, however, the outturn of favourably assessed inam lands and of 
zemindari lands, which now pay to Government a smaller revenue than ryotW8.P 
lands, has been included. Taking the ryotwar lands alone, the average rate of 
assessment for wet lands is Rs. ;') per acre and for dry lands 1 rupee pel· acre, and 
these rates are between one-fourth and one-fifth and one-fourth and one-sixth res
;,ectively of the gross outturn according to settlement calculations after deducting 
from the average outturn l6t per cent. in the case of 'Wet and 25 per cent. in the 
case of dry lands as allowance for vicissitudes of season. The average outturn of 
lands is,however, extremely difficult to calculate on account of the wide variety 
'of soils and of seasons, the produce even in a small cycle of years varying from 
alinost n.othing to a bumper crop; but though, a8 I shall have here .. ftcr occasion to 



show, I do Dot believe that the values assigned by -the settlement department to 
the various factors which enter into the calculations from which the Government 
assesement is deduced are even approximately correct, there is no reason to' BUp
pose that the proportion of the assessment of ryotwar lands to the gross produce is 
higher than those above given. In the" case of lands in the poorer dry districts 
it is very much les8. 

50. The ll1come-iaOll.-The revenue derived from this source amounts to lSi lakhs 

Taos: OD aala.riea and pensiODl •• 0 

Tu on Companies .•• ••. • •• 
Tal: on intere8t on Government securitiee. 
T~ on proite of trades, &0. .•• 

L.um.. of rupees. The portion of the tax relating 
, '!t. to trades is Dot a new one, but is the repre

t. sentative of the old moturpha, some account 
III of which has already been given. Unpopu-
18t lar as the income-tax is, it is nothing so 

unbearable as the old all-embracing moturpha, which, in an ably drawn up petition, 
presentea by the . Madras Native Association t·o the Committee of the House of 
Commons, appointed to enquire into Indian affairs in 1853, is described as " a tax· 
on trades and occupations; embracing weavers, carpenters, all workers in metals, 
all salesmen, whether possessing shops, which are also taxed separately, or vending 
by the roadside, &c., &c., some. paying impost on their tools, others for permission 
to sell, extending to the most trifling articles of trade, and the cheapest tools the 
mechanic ('.an employ; the cost of which is frequently exceeded six times over by 
the moturpha, under which the use of them is permitted." The tax, according 
to Mr. Dykes, the Collector of Salem, who was examined by the. Select Committee, 
varied in each district and in every village, and its assessment was, in the highest 
degree, arbitrary. The mode of assessment was often as follows: A man's father 
had paid the tax and the son was generally assessed at the same amount. If the 
latter was considered to be an energetic mali and was believed to drive a better 
trade, the matter was reported to the Collector the next time he visited that part 
of the district. If the trader was a man of any sense, I use Mr. Dykes' words, he 
bought oft the village ,authorititlS and did not get his assessment raised, the 

• extent of his dealings not being reported. Sir Thomas Munro mentions that in 
the Bellary district, the tax amounted to between 15 ,and 20, per cent. of the 
income in some taluks and little or nothing in others, the reason for indulgent 
treatment in the latter cases being that the merchants were obliged to furnish at a 
low rate whatever articles were required for the public service, to take the Sirkar 
sha.re of the crops, damaged stores, &c., at 10 per cent. above the market rate, and 
to pay .. occa.sional" contributions. Sir Thomas Munro proposed to impose a. 
uniform tal[ of IS. per cent. throughout the district. In one village in the 
Coimbatore district barbers, carpenters and blacksmiths paid Rs. 2.5-8 each; pariah 
labourers paid A~. 14.2 and chucklers paid each Rs. 2-5-8. The Public Works 
Commissioners of 1852 give some interesting statistics regarding the oppressive 
character of this tax. They state, "In connection with the impoMnt object of 
increaging the class of consumers not directly concerned with the growth of food, 
we cannot but observe that the moturpha or tax on tradesmen andartizans appears 
singularly objectionable. In a country where the classes engaged in trade, manu
factures and the useful arts are extremely few in number compared with those 
occupied in agriculture, the disfavour of the former branches of industry is increased 
by a special impost levied on those employed in them. It amounts in all to 
£116,000 and this trifling sum is collected from no fewer tha.n 99.J.,224 individuals 
being only I ~ R. or 28. 4d. from each contributor." The Commissioners go on to 

• Of ooorl8 the am.an proportion of the RRSeasment to the gr'08I produce does not neceBsarily shoW' that the 
... a •• ment ia light .. there ia a vaet qua.ntity of poor lands in a.ri.d tl'Bot., which us on the margin of cultivation • 
. '1 he only uee of these ralouIe.tiona is to show that the land revenue DOW taken by the British Government does DOt 

8ltceed much, if at all, the one.ah:th Ibare prescribed by Menu, the Hindu law giver, and whioh I suppose must have 
had reference to tlIlirrigated lande Uld not to lands for whioh irrign.tioD is pro'\ided by espensiye irrigation"work. 
constrooted and maintained by Government. Tbe atatementlll of Sir Thomas Munro and Mr. Ruasell referred to in 
a previoul paTti uf thi8 tDP!Domndum ahow that the ryots in former d&y8 paid betwaen 45 and 60 per csut. pf tho orop 
to Government, a.nd that the Government abare W8B further enh&nced by the unduly higb money valua.tion put 011 the 
crop. The ryota. on the other ha.nd, oheated the GO'f'erndlent by holding' mol'8 la.nda than they paid fOl\ and further 
the la.rge area of ina.m lauds enabled the batter olMSel,of "I'.1ota to exist. It Willi a oaBe of perpetual strnggle between. 
tne Government otlioers and the Pyote, the former by means of forced cultivation and torture trying to extort the re" 
.anoe which was ilnpo811ihle of reali.a.tion ezcept ocouionally and in & apasmodio way, a.nd the latter by praotiAing all 
mnnner of d8f'eption nnd by concealment of property trying to evade pa.y:nenb of Govern.ment dues. Even Sir TbomlWl 
:M noro, whOle ODe obj90t .. to ,give .aleable value to lands, and enoo1U'a~ enterprise in the ryon, found it necessary 
to prohihit the cultivat~OD of inam lande to the uegleot of land. which paid the II1ll aa8eaament. 
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remark lOa large part oftbe motllrpba is paid by the weavers antI forms an addition 
to the difficulties with which they Ilave to contend in competing with the English 
mamtfactllrer. In this case too, the tax is more than usually inquisitorial, as the 
II,mount varies with the number of looms employed by each payer; houses are 
frequently entered in order to discover ooncealed looms, as the Indian loom is easily 
dismantled and put away." The grossly unequal incidence of the tax in the I!everal 
districts will be seen from the subjoined table. The number of payees of income
tax in the districts referred to and the incidence per head are added for th& pur
poses of comparison :-

Number Numbe'r 
of of 

Na.mes of districts. Payees of Amount Rate per head of Payees of Amount Ra.te pc>r head of 
paid. Payee. Income paicl Payees. Motur-ph .. 

Ta:r.. TU t P8l't. . 
IV. 

Ba. JIB. A. P. • •• ,... •• P. 

Tanjore .n ... . .. ... 232,321 43,313 0 2 llt 2,819 71,746 25 7 8 

Boilary ... ... .. , ... 145,300 2,72,576 1 140 0 2,889 60,446 20 14 9 

Triohinopoly ... .., .. , 6,83' 6,525 1 I 101 973 18,742 19 4 a 
Xurnool ... .., ... 12,104 55,992 f-- 410 0 1,620 28,888 17 711 

Canara ..• ... ..' ... 28,301 16,567 0 9 4t 1,077 24,033 29 6 0 

Malabar ... .., ... ~1l,lD2 1,15/142 0 s 91 1,015 48,078 28 18 9 

The number of payees of the income-tax thrOlighout tbe Presidency in 18£10-91 
was 56,809 and the average assessment, Rs. 28-10-6 per head. Besides the 
income-tax, a tax on arts, trades and professions is levied in Municipal towns; 
the amount collp.cted in 1889-90 was Rs.l,80,557, and the number of payees 4::!,9:l2, 
and the average payment Rs. 4-1-9 per head. The exemption of incomes belo\v 
Rs. 500 from assessment has minimized much of the inquisition and opprtlssion inci
dental to the levy of iIo tax of this kind, and if the state, of the finances permit, the 
limit of exemption may be extended to Rs. ] ,000. If this were done, the revenue 
from this tax would be reduced by a fourth. This is the only lax paid by the 
trading classes who are bound to contribute their fair share to the public burdens, 
and it is therpfore quite' Bound in principle. There is no diffieul ty in assessing 
official salaries and ,professional incomes, and as regards trade profits, the exemp
tion of incomes billow Rs. 500 secures_ to a great extent from oppression the 
classes least able to protect themselves. The .people are becoming accustomed 
to the tax, and, though the revenue derived is small, it is collected withoutmucb. 
additional cost, and if; as I believe it will, the country makes a rapid advance 
iii industrial development, this source c( revenne might in course of time, be 
expected to become important. It must, therefore, be once for all recognized as 
permanently incorpora.ted into the system of taxation of the Empire'and not be 
periodically threat"ned with extinction. ' 

51. The Government salt monopoly in tbis Pre~idency was created in 1805. 
Previously under native Governments the 

Salt Revenue. , manufacture -of BaIt was farmed out in 
Bome places, but on no defined system, and in oth"r places varions persons had been 
allowed the privilege of manufacture without any payment_ In the Northern 
CircRrs it was the policy of the Muhammadan Government to limit the manufacture 
of salt to its own havelly or home farm lands, and to prohibit the 'makmg of salt 
in Zemindaris. At Nowpada in 1787 the price of salt was Rs. 40 per garce of 
120 maunds (1 maund=82flb.). '1'he price of salt inland was four and often eigbt 
times thE' price on the coast with reference'to the distance from the coas.t. Belors 
the Government monopoly came into force, the price of salt at Calicut in l/iOO 
was, according to BuchaI1an, 4 annas 8 maund. In Mangalore, Bombay salt was 
Bold for less than 4 anuas and Goa salt less than 3 annas a maund. At '1'aikulalIl 
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(near BangaTore) the price of earth salt wall 10 anilasA pies per maund, and of 
Madra.s sea. salt 2 rupees or three times 

• NOTO.-The GoyornmOD' monopo1:r of salt hed frl!,.. as much. After -the creation of the 
time co time has been aa follow. :-

Permouncl. Government ,monopoly the price a.t the 
"0 • 'B'~' 'Government factories was - fixed at 91-J'roro. 1806 to No .... 1809 ... .. 

Do. N.~. 1808 to 1820 •• 0 14 0 annas at first, and it has been continually 
,D.. 1820 to JUDe 1828...... 00 I! 0' enhanced till it amounts now to 2 rupees 
Do. JUDe}828 tn 31id Vercb 18441 .. 
'Do. April 1844 to July 1859 1 0 0 11 annas. Till 1882, the manufacture of 
Do. Augu.t 1869 to Apri\1881 ... 1 I 0 Balt except on Government account wall 
DC) April 1861 to June 1861 . :\ " 0 
Do. JUDe 1881 to 1886-00 t 8 0 prohibited. Between 1882 and 1886, the 
DI). 1865-66 to Oct. 1869 1 11 0 t f f t d 1 f __ 1. 
Do. 00,. 1869 to D ••. 1877 8 () 0 sYS em 0 manu ac ure an sa e' 0 ..... ~ 

'Do. D ••. 187? to Harch 1881 B 11 0 by private individuals on payment of an 
~ T'::'':~~;: t!-::::::'7 1~.. ... : 1~ g excise duty was substituted for the Gov-

ernment monopoly system throughout, 
thE' Presidency, with the exception of half a d07.en places where the old systl'm id 
still maintained. '1'he growth of the salt revenue since the beginning of the century 
will bA seen from the figures given below :-

. Quantity 

- MilDo,.. Its. esported 
and Bold 

, 14illioDl lb. 

An",!!" of i>onye&r8 endmg 18/l9·10 ... ... ... .. . '18 860 
Do. do. 1819-20 ... '" .. , ... '88 821 
110. do. 182!/-80 ... ... ... .. '86 442 
D •. d •• 1839-400 ... ... ... ... '88 401 
Do.- d •• 1849-60 .. - ... ... ,.' '44 408 
Do. do. . 1859-60 ... ... ... . .. '52 476 
Do. do. 1869-70 ... ... ... .. . '98 565 
Do. do. 1879-80 ... ... '" .. . 1'88 '626 
D •. do. 1889-110 ... ... ... ..' l'4B 687 

For the year 1889-00 ... ... ... .. . .- . .. 1'76 678 

Since 1820, the consumption of salt cannot be said. tQ have increased as much 
as might be expected from the increase of population. the s,uppression of illicit 
manufacture and smuggling and the development of communications, though, of 
course, owing to the area supplied with Madras salt, which competes with that of 
Bombay, having under the ordin!iry conditions of trade changed from time to time~ 
the figures above given for differeDt ye80rs will have to be corrected to admit of 
their being compared with one another. The development of railways and the fall 
in the purchasing power of mont'y have also doubtless made the tax less burden~ 
some in proportion to the increase in the money rates of duty than it would other
wise have been in the inland districts. Thus in 1814. when, the monopoly price 
of salt at the coast was 14 annas 8r maund, Madras sea salt was sold in Bellary at 
B.s. 2-8-0 per maund; and' in 1850 when the Government price was Rs. 1-0-0, the 
price in Bellary was a little less than Rs. 2-8-0. The prices in Cuddapah" Kurnool, 
Coimbatore and Salem districts in 1862, 1873 and 1883 when the monopoly prices at 
the factories were Rs. 1-8-0, Rs. 2.0-0, and Rs. 2-3-0, compare as follows:-:-

Seers of 80 tolaa per rupee. 
," ' 

-- I I 1861. 1878. 1888. 

Cuddopah ... .. , . .. ... .. . .. . ... 16'61 18'S 16'6 
Bell .. ..,. ... ... ... .0&- ... .. . ... 12'64 17'l1 16'6 
Konoo1 ... ... ... ... .. , .. . . .. 15-00 16' • 14'S 
Coimbatore ... ... ... ... .. , ... . .. 14"04 1.'95 14" 
Swem ... ... ... ... .. . .., ... 18'86 15'61 16'Q 

There can, howAver, be little doubt that the salt 'tax presses with severity 01). 
the poorer classes, especially on the sea coast, where the duty has been enhanced 
in recent years, and large preventive establishments have at the s80me time been 
employed to put down illicit manufacture and smuggling. Therll has been much 
discussion as regards the soundness of the policy of taxing a necessary of life lik~ 
"alt. The Duke of Argyle, the Secretary of State for India, said in 1869; "Oti. 
all grounds of general J>rinciple, salb is a llerfectly legitim80te subject of taxation. 

17 ' 
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It is ,impossible to reach the m&8SeB of the people by direct taxes; if they aN to 
.contribute at all to the expenditure of the State, it must be through taxes levied 

. upon' some articles of univel'l!~ CODSuIDp'tion •• If such taxes are fairly adjusted, a. 
large revenue can thus be raised, noll only WIth less consciousness on the part of 
.the people, but with less real hardship on the,m than in any other way whatever. 
There is no other article in India answering this description upon which any tax 
is levied. It appears to be the only one which at presentm that country can occupy 
the place which is held in our own fiscal system by the weat articles of consump
tion from which a large part of the imperial revenue is derived. I am of opinion 
that the salt tax in India must continue to be regarded as a legitimate importRnt 
.branch of the public revenue. It is the duty, however, of the Government to see 
that such taxes are not so heavy as to bear unjustly on the poor by amounting 
to, a large percentage on their necessary expenditure." That the poorer classes 
,should contribute their quota to the revenue of the country may be fully admitted, 
but the Salt tax isabout the worst means which can be employed to draw contribu
tions fro~ them, and nothing but the direst necessity can justify in' a noun try 
like India, resort to taxation of this kind. The tax, taking the consumption per 
head in this Presidency at 16 lb. per head per annum, amounts to from 2i to I> pE'r 
cent. of the income of a poor family, which is barely suflil'ient in many nases for 
subsistence. The diet of tae poorer classes is lIuch that they have to use a much 
larger quantity -of salt than the richer classes who use considerable quantities of 
sugar and of vegetables containing salt.· It has been calculated that the quantitY' of 
salt required by a labouring man in this Presidency is double the quantity reqUlred 
by a labouring maD in Northern· India. part of whose diet consists of wheat; and 
tLe equalization of the salt duties throughout India haa really had the effect of 
enhancing the duty on salt to persons who require' salt to a large 'extent and of 
diminishing it to persons who require salt to a much smaller extent. The greatest 
objection to the salt tax is, however, the large establishments at heavy cost that it 
is necessary to maintain to protect the revenue. 'l'he strength of the Police force 
employed throughout the Presidency for the prevention and detection of crime 
against; life and property js 22,668 and the cost 36t lakhs of rupees; while the 
force employed for the protection of the salt and abkari revenues, that is for the 
purpose of preventing people from doing what. but for these taxes would be 
innocent and even meritorious is 8,606, the cost being 13i lakhs of rupees. This 
mUltiplication of Government establishments of a semi-police character with nono 
of the responsibilities of the regular police force is to my mind a serious evil. 
The tendency" of the Salt Department, as indeed of all departmentR, is naturally 
enongh to strengthen its own hands, irrespective of other considerations, for the 
purpose of protecting with theoretic completeness the revenue which it is charged 
with the duty of collecting, and it is, therefore, a matter for particular satisfaction 
thaj;·the Government of Madras in 1889, when the salt law was revised, resisted 
the attempt persistently made by this department to ha\'e it declared by law that 
any earth in which salt might enter in ever so small quantities was to be regarded 
as contraband "salt," and any dealing with such earth including mere collection, 
as "illicit manufacture," even in places where there is likely to he no appreciable 
danger to the revenue. A further objection to the salt tax is, that it has renuered 
the suppression of the manufacture of earth salt in various placcs a necessity, th'lS 
preventing. the utilig;ation of .natural resources, and has interfered with the develop
men.t of saltpetre industry and the manufacture of glass, salt being the chief material 
in alkali, and alkali in glass. In the Cpded lJistricts and Kurnool alone, manu
facture of earth salt amounting to 6 lakhs of maunds or nearly 6 per cent. of 
the 'entire $alt production in the country was suppressed. The salt manufactured 

-:I NOTE.-The Salt Depa.rt,ment has of la.te y-eara oonstantly ~ommeDdeda reversion toO the Clld monopol,. Byatem of 
mMlufacture a.nd aale on bt-half of Government and this now.has been urged strongly in the AdminiBtration Report of 
the department foJ' 1890.91. The chief grounds for tbe view are, that the Blight enhancemant in the price of _It to 
tho uoll8uttu,r in reoent years is the result of the uoise system, that if Government sold the salt to tbe publio they 
f¥)uld control the price so 8S to reduoe it to. lower level than that at which it ia DOW, and *ba~ it is possible for 
Government to regulate produotiun with ~fereDoe to the varying conditions of trade without the t.elp of natttJ'81 
prioes to goide itNllf by. In a. note appended to this memorandum, r have endeavout'ed to- show tha.t these eXlH"cta.-' 
tiona ar~ entirely mll80ry and that it would be a. grave error tor the Gnvernment to nudel'ta.ke the respon8ibility of 
regulating production withont &ny adeqDllote meane of disobargin@' it and \\>,itbont leaving' it to private LnI.w to 
-.diast Bupplies to demand. ,The evils of ooncentTating aU power iD. the haDda aI • GoYemment dellanment ooutUu. 
alaQ an ilXll'orUmt ClOmri.d~ti0!1 ,!,hich o~bt ~ot ~ ~ o~rlo~.., . 
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was perfectly wholesome and considerable quantities of it used to be given to cattle,' 
This practice, has now entirely ceased. The effect of the taJ[ on public heelth" 
ill very prejudicial, and it seems to me to be a matter for serious consideration' 
whether this tax should be maintained at its present high level, when so much, 
attention is now being devoted to the improvement of the sanitation of the country 
and the heelth of the population. ,I would therefore ventur~ respectfully to su~st 

, that the gradual ,reduction and eventual abolition of this tall should be pressed on 
the attention of the Government of India, a tax on the consumption of tobacco. 
being if necessary imposed as a. substitute. A tax on tobacoo managed under a 
8'ystem like that in force in FrancE!' will be liable to none of the objections urged: 
against the tax o}l salt. The plant can grow only on particular soils and requires 
careful cwtivRtion; and it will not therefore be,necessary to employ as costly pre. 
ventive establishments for the protection of a tax on tobacco as it is im the case of. 
salt which is formed spontaneously in many places on the coast; Any qnantity of 
excellent tobacco might be grom on the lunkas or islands in the Godavari and 
Kistna. ri"el's which are at the disposal of Go.vernment and leased out annually for. 
cultivation. Tobacco is Dot a bulky article like salt, does Dol; waste in being 
carried inland or cost much for carriage. AccOl'ding to one estimate the value of 
the tobacco produced and consumed in the country is 6 millions Rx, and according, 
to another it is 2! millions. Taking the lower figure, a tax amounting to 300 
per cent.S1 on the cost price of the tobacco consumed will yield the revenue 
now derived from salt. 'fobacco is not a necessary of life, at all events to such 
an extent as salt, and a. large proportion of the tax will be contributed by the 
poorest classes, who it is considered should be called upon to bear their share of' 
the public burdens. 

52. The receipts from this source consist' of the revenue derived from (1) , 
Ii' "t d d country spirits; (2)toddy or fermented 

••••• OIl.pm .... mgo. palm juice; (3) spirits and fermented 
liquors imported or made in the country according to the_European methods: and 
(4) opium: The abkarior l'evenue derived from intoxicating liquors is an ancient; 
one in this Presidency. TaverniE'r mentions that; the King of Golgonda derived a 
vw:y large revenue from the consumptiun of toddy (fermented palm juice), notwith.' 
standing that the use of liq uors was strictly--!'orbiddeu by the Muhammadan religion. 
Among the Hindu~, drinking appears to have been gNieral among the lower classeR 
of the populatiom and especially the aboriginal tribes from the earliest times. In 
a letter, written in 1683, by Father John DeBritto, of the,Madura Jesuit Mission, 
to the Genersl of the Society at Rome, he states: "The King of Marava encamped 
with his army, offered the wonted sacrifice to the mother of the gods and did not 
fail, according to his custom, to satisfy his devotion heartily with the liquor of the 
palm, which he styled piously the milk of the goddess. It must be observed that 
the Maravars do not think themselves bound to keep the law which so sternly 
forbids the nobler castes the, use of intoxicating liquor. So they have taken care to 
dignify in name this liquor which the other castes call the devil's drink (petannir)." 
Tippu Sultan endeavoured to carry out the injunctions of the Muhammadan religion' 
by issuing an order to the effect that all the paim trees within his dominions should 
be cut down. i'he order was obeypd only in the neighbourhood of bis capital. 

10 l:c. -Eng-land in the first quarter of the century a duty of .£30 per ton (equaJ. to £1 a mannd) waa levied on aalt, 
and the eonsumptiOD. per bead was only 16 lb. The prbe of salt "'88 then £32 per ton. No duty i. DOW levied and the..
price ia Ik. per ton. The coDsumption per bead is '12 lb •• of whioh it. is oaJaulated that 40 lb. are CODSum8d fox OOI)k~ 
iug and condiment, the rest being aaed for ohemioa.l., IIlIIon'lll'e, &0. .Mr. Mulhall lltat.ea tha.t l"8duoed death-rate and: 
higher effioiency of workmen are result3 of the greater consnmption ef .. It,. As regarda the lndia.n .,aU tag, it must 
be remembeJoed that the poorer c'laa86B who purchaee salt. requ.ired. for OOD.RUwptiou 100' .. pie or two every day, 
really plly for the artio1e twioe 88 mu.ch (if oot 1D.Ol'8) .. ~e rioh who purohaae in muob larger quantitiea. The folluw-· 
ing remara of the Doke of Argyle must also be borne in mind. He said U I observe that S8vel .. 1 of those ot!icera 
whoae opinions on thia queation have heen given in the pap8l'8 before me. found that opinion upon what they hllve 
heard, in the way of oompl&int among the netive population; but. this is a very unsafe ground of judgment; it is ont' of 
the great advantages ofindirect taxation that it is so mixed up with the other elements of prioe that it is paid withl)ut 
obsern.tion by ~he consU1Der8. Even at home. where the peopJe are 80 muoh more generally educated, and more' 
accustomed to poutical reasoning. the hea.vy indireut taXt'!8 formerly levied upon the great articles 01 consumption. 
were seldnm complained 01 by the poor i tbey were not themselves conscious how severely they were aft'eoted by' 
th088 taxes. and how mu('h more of the Rrtioles they would uonsume if the duties were lower. But while ,hi. 
pecoli1"rity of indirect faxfttion makes it • moat (,OTIvenit'Dt. iustTUment of finl!ltnoe, it throws additionl!ltl responsibilitY 
upon all Gcvel'nmeontll whioh re80rt. 00 it to bring the moat enlightened ooD8ideJation to bear upon t.he adjustment flf 
bLs:1E'A. which may really be very heavy and unjuat, without the foot baiDg pel'\:eived or tmderatood by thoae on whom· 
tbey faU."' ,," . "r. F ....... the coot price of lib. 0110_ .pp ..... 10 be Od.1Uld the ta.. 1eviedis 44d. or .... re -than 700 per ...... 
of tlle oolt ~rioo. .'-
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No special measures had been taken by the English Gov~rnment nntilah<iut 1870-
to check the consumption oCliquors beyond farming out places of sale. . Since then' 
the liquor traffic has been brought nnder regulation and consumption checked by 
the gradual enhanceinent of duty levied both on liquors manufactured in the country 
and imported from abroad. A detailed account of the various measures adopted' 
for this purpose and of the success which has attended them is given in a note 
printed as appendix to this memorandum and it is unnecessary to repeat here what 
is there fully stated. The facts and statistics given in the note will sbow beyond 
doubt that the allegations, sometimes made, to the effect that drunkenness is spread
ing both among the higher and the lower classes, and that the Governmeht i,lf. 
directly interp.sted in extending the consumption and not in contracting it, are 
entirely untrue, so far at all events as this Presidency is ~oncerned. As a matter 
of fa!lt, the quantity of country liquor now consumed is about the same as it was in 
1875 as shown .hy the returns of liquor whioh has paid excise duty, while the 
population has increased by 15 per cent. The real diminution in consumption is 
very much more than this, for there· was no special preventive agency employed 
prior to 1884 to check illicit consumption which was then very prevalt,nt. In 
Malabar, for instance, which is full of palm groves, the consumption of liquor was 
formerly vr~tically unregulated. _ Tha stringent measures adopted in recent yearlf 
for concentrating distillation of liquors in a few central places and for limiting sales 
to licensed places have increased the price of liquor and reduced the consumption so 
much that the complaint is now often made that the poorer classes suffer hardship in 
being deprived of toddiwhich, though an intoxicant, is believed, to some extent, to 
be a substitute for lood. The numbel' of licensed places for the sale of liquors, which 
had to he kept at a high level at the outset with a view to. take away the induce-

. JDents f6r illioit traffic, has sinQe been enormously reduced. All these measures 
were inaugurated long before even the existence 'of Mr. Caine was known in this 
Presidency, though the credit certainly belongs to him of not allowing the Govern. 
ment to relax its efforts tl1. this direction. That the consumption of liquor can be 
regulated by inoreasing or diminishing the duty levied thereon is shown by the fact 
that it increases in prosperous years and diminishes in years of soarcity. The 
impression that drunkenness is spreading among the higher clas88s is also, to a greai 

. extent, unfounded, It is true that among the educated classes there is now leS8 
religil)u8 scruple than formel'ly in taking liquor under medical advice, when there 
is absolute necessity for doing 80, bllt drunkenness is not considered among these 
classes less disgraceful than formerly, and the number of persons addicted to 
drinking is e:r;ceedingly small and has shown no tendency to increase in recent 
years. The returns of imported liquors show that the imports of spirits and wines 
liave greatly fallen off durillg the last fifteen or twenty years. The imports of beeI" 
have, on the other hand, very considerably increased. Beer, however, is drunk by 
Europeans and Eurasians and by the lower classes of natives on the N ilgiri hills, 
where it is superseding country spirit, the priCl~ of which has very much -risen 014 
&cClount of the heavy duty levied on it. The duty on imported und country-made 
beer in proportiol1. to its alcholio strength is much lighter than that on spirits 01' 

• The excise duty on beer in England is 6s. 3t1. 
.. ba.rrel or .. little over 2d. a gallon. The eEcise and. 
import duty on beeJ: in lum ia 1 anna a gallon. Beer 
oantliios about 8 pq.r cent. aloohol. and, if it were tased at 
tbe BaIll8 ~te IWI Bp~ri~ m., Ra. 6 per gaUOD or proof spirit. 
the dut.y WQuid be n~ly 1 rupee. A. duty of " annaa to 
lJeg~ with will qat be anSQitlable. Toddy, and.,.. ~ tree 
~ .J's ...... P'!T~ • higher d~'1 '1u!I! boer· 

even toddy, and it is very desirable that it 
should be - raised. Mr. Caine would find 
useful occupation in inducing the House 
of Commons to consent to an enhance. 
ment of the import duty on beer, and' 
tit" enhancement of the excise duty will 
follow as a matter of course. 

The sale of opiuIl1 was, til11880, unr~gulated chiefly because it was not generally 
consumed except for medicinal purposes in the greater portion of the Presidency. 
lts use! however, was all alollg pretty ~~eral i~ the hill tracts of the four northern 
districts and on the Nfigiris, the drug being considered as a prophylactic againRt 
mals,ril!>l fever, The poppy plant used to be cultivated, to a small extent, in the 
hill tracls, but the cultivation has been prohibited since 1880. .As now a duty 
iiJ levied on tran8port. and retail sale of opium in addition to the excise duty. 
the price of the drug has been considerably enhanced and its consumption has 
been tnqcI:! restricted,. ~l'~e total qnantjty consnmed throughout the Presidency is 
!lnl, :7,000 lb., of wwcb 68,000 lb. formll the consumptioll ofUis foUl' northern 

... 



districts. Of the total number of shops licensed, viz., 1,050, no. less than. 716 are 
situated within these districts. 

The total revenue from the excise ;on spirits and drugs since the beginniri'g of 
the century has been as follows :- .. 

Average of ten years ending 1809-10 
Do. do. 1819-~0 ... 
Do. do. 1829-80 
Do. do. 1889-40 
Do. do. 1849-60 
Do. do.· 1859-60 
Do. do. 1869-70 
Do. do. 1879-80 
Do. do.. 1689-90 

In 1890-91 ... . .. 

... .~, . 

.. , ... ... . .. 

... ... ... 

... ... 

ID Millian :B.z
'06 
'12 
'15 
'17 
'22 
'26 
'42 
'59 
'83 

1'14 

It will be seen that the revenue· has risen enormo1.ls1y especiallydilring the 
last decade, the causes for the increase being, as already explained, not any exten
sion of consumption but the enhancement of taxation. The excise on intoxicating 
liquors and drugs, from an economical point of view, is a very desirable forni·of 
tax-stion, for whereas all taxes are .objectionable, because they restrict production' 
and consumption, the objection does not apply to this taJr, the restriction of con
sumption being the very object aimed at in regulating £be traffic and the revenue 
derived being obtained, as it were, incidbntally and not being in itself the object. 

. .h' Pre'd fro •• To some extent, - the increase in the 
• The total :reveDue m .. IB Sl enoy m exolse 18 " d . 

l'B million Bx. and tbe total expenru ... e on drinking revenue IS an ill ex to the Improved 
may be take" at about twice that su~ o~ 2'4 million means, if not the improved education· of 
lb._ In Engla.nd the e:r.pf'lUdlturfl on dnnk 18 enormous, h k' la. . fr ..' . 
being estimated at 180 million •• terling. The conaump- t e wor mg c sses, om whlCh It IS 
tion per head i. '96 gallon of spiri.t, 'S6 ~ion of wine. almost entirely drawn. It seems to me 
and 26'80 gallon of_ beer. In tblB Presuienoy the oon- h ef ... h ' 
Bumption per hesd may be roughly e_ted .. follows, t er ore, that It IS rIg t and proper that 
Spiri>'OM pilon, win .. 'O~Ol gallo~; toddy '2~ gallon, this revenue. £hould be entirely at the 
beer '025 gallon. In the eat.unate @'Ivan above 1mporood d' al f G " 
liquors are asllUmed to han been IXJDsumed within the lSpOS 0 the local overnment. In VIew· 
"Preoid~oy,whe ...... l&rgsquanti>i .. crth.m .... e.ported to its :being devoted to the amelioration 
to liIat •• e Stet... f th al d' 11 1 d' . · 0 e moran mte ectna con ItlOn 
of the classes to whose ignorance 'and improvidence it owes its existence. Under· 
present arrangements; three-fourths of the revenue is taken by the Govel'liment of 
India for imperial purposes and this, I venture to submit. is not as it should be. 

53. The fluctuations in the Customs ·revenue of the PresidencY since the 
beginning of the century have been as' 
follows:-

Custom. revenue. 

Average of ten years ending 1809-10 
Do. do. 18111-20 
Do. do. 1829·30 
Do. do. 1839-40 
Do. do. 1849-50 
Do. do. 1859-60 
Do. do. 1869-70 
Do. do. 1879-80 
Do. do. 1889-90 

In 1889.90 ... 

... ... 

",-

... ... ... ... 
.., ... 

. .. .. , 

... 

... ... 

B.z:. 'millions. 
'S3 
'49 
'58 
'440 
'25 
'14 
'24 
'29 
'15 
'18 

· The decline in the revenue ofthe later years as Qompared with the revenue of 
th e earlier years of the century is the result OJ the policy of freeing trade and 
industries from all obstacles calculated to impede their .natural growth and of 
leaving them to their unfettered development, which, under the impulse, of the free 
trade principles adopted in England has been maintained in this oountry during 
the last 40 years. The abolition of the Sayer or inland transit. duties which had. 
given ri~e to frightful abuses and had weighed upon the spring:s of ~dustry like a 
dead weIght has ~eady been referred. to. In 18~4,. the :r~ar In w:hich the Sayel' 
duties were abolIshed, the trade between' ports Wlthln BritIsh India. was declared' 
free. the revenue relinquished on both accou~ts being 36 lakhll of rupees. The' 
tariff as regards foreign trade was at the same tIme remodelled, but the old principle 
of differential and disorimilj.ating duties in regard to articles imported from anel 
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exported to British territories and similar articles exported to and imported from 
otlier countries, as well as in regard to meJCchandise carried in British and 
foreign ships was still maintained. Thus the rate on. metals, wrought and 
unwrought, .the 'prpduce of the United Kingdom, or any British possession, if 
brought in British ships, paid a duty of 3 per c.ent., and if brought in ships of 
other countries paid 6 per cent. Metals, the produce of foreign countries, if 
brought in British ships, paid 6 per cent., and if brought in ships of other countries 
paid 12 per cent. On cotton goods manufactured in the United Kingdom or any 
British possession the duty was 3-1 per cent. if brought in British ships and 
double that rate if brought in foreign ships.. Similar discriminating duties were 
impos.ed on articles of export merchandise also. Cotton shipped to Europe, the 
United States of America and any British possession in America paid no duty, if 
t.he article was taken in British ships, and 9 an.nas a maund if taken in foreign 
ships. The export duty on cotton taken to other countries in foreign ships was 
Rs. 1-2-0 a maund. These injurious restrictions, the relics of the old Colonial 
system, whillh must have prevented the development of a trade between Indi" and 
foreign countries, were done away with in 1858-59, but as the necessities of GovArn
ment on account of the Indian mutiny and the consequent increase of public 
expenditure were very great, the Customs duties were generally raised to from 5 to 
20 per cent. Since 1860, the reforms of the tariff, with some notable exoeptions, 
have oonsisted in the I'eduction and eventual abolition of the duties on most 
articles of merchandize. The only articles on which an import duty is now levied 
are: (1) arms and ammunition and military stores, (2) liquors, (3) salt, and (4) 
petroleum; and the export list of dutiable articles consists of (1) paddy and rice, 
and (2) opium. The import duty on arms and ammunition is necessitated by 
political, and that on liquor by moral, considerations, t.he object in both cases 
beiut\' to prevent and not to promote their unrestricted use, The import duty on 
salt 18 necessitated by the excise duty on the same oommodity, and I have already 
given my reasons for considering this tax to be in the highest degree objectionable 
on several grounds. .The import duty on petroleum, which is .. the light of the 
poor," is also open to objection, but the tax is a light one, and its colleotion 
does not involve any speoial hardship, or additional machinery, as owing to the 
explosive nature of the artiole, its import and storage can, under any circumstances, 
be allowed only subject to special restriotions imposed for ensuring publio safety. 
Among the dutiable artioles of export tariff the duty on .opium is, of course, 
unobjectionable, at all events from thefoint of view of the anti-opium society whose 
object is to restrict the oonsumption 0 Indian opium in China. Sir Evelyn Baring 
in his financial statement for 1882.83 made the following remarks in oonneotion 
with the eoonomic objections to the Government monopoly of the drug and the 
moral aspeots of the traffic in it. He said: " The economic objeotions to the 
manner in whioh the opium revenue is raised, whether in Bengal or Bombay, may 
be admitted to be considerable. In the former case, the Government itself engages 

. in private trade-,-a course which is open to. obvious objections. In the second 
oase, a heavy export duty is imposed. In both oases the oourse adopted interferes 
with, and restricts the free production of, and the trade in, opium. It oannot be 
doubted that it would be profitable to any trader to pay for orude opium a muoh 
higher sum than is now paid by Government to cultivators of Bengal. If, there
fore, supposing such a thing to be possible, no restriction were placed on the 
cultivation of the poppy, and if at the ilame time the export dl.l~y were taken .off, 
it is oertain that an immense stimulus would bl! given to the production of opium, 
and that China would be flooded witll the Indian drug. Thus in direct proportion 
to the removal of the eoonomio (lbjections, the moral objections would be intensified 
in degree •. So long, therefore, as the plea of the anti-opium society is confined to 
the contention that the Indian Government should cease its direct oonnection with 
the opium trade, it may be said, with perfect truth, that their policy is based purely 
on theory. Not only oan it effeot no practioal good, but it almost certainly would 
do a great deal of harm. It would increase the consumption of opium in China. 
It would, by oheapening the price of the Indian dru"" oause the poorer classes of 
the populaticon who now smoke native opium, to substitute Indian opium in its 

. place. It would, moreover, enoourage the use of opium amongst the native popula
flOp of India, some of whom, notably the Sikhs, are already addicted to the practice; 



and it would result in a-·diminution of the food supply of India,' by reason of the 
cultivation of the poppy over land. on whioh cereals are now grown. If, therefore, 
the policy is not merely to be theoretical, but is to be productive of some practical 
good, it must aim not only at the disconnection of the Indian GovernI!lent with the 
manufacture and sale of opium, but at the total suppression of the cultivation of the 
poppy." To us in Madras where the cultivation.of the poppy is entirely prohi-

. bited, the interest in the opium question arises from the fact that the abolition of the 
export duty on the drug and the relaxation of the-restrictions placed on its transport 
will have the effect of flooding Southern India with a noxious artiole and of creat
ing a taste for it among its popUlation, which is not now addicted to the practic" 
of consuming opium. Further the relinquishment of the large revenue derived from 
the opium duty would also render the imposition of additionw. objectionable taxation 
necessary, whilll what is wanted is that the salt duty should be either removed or 
reduced. The export duty on rice violates every principle, and is most injurious 
in practioe. It used to be defended on the ground that India enjoyed a monopoly 
of the production of rice, but this argument, as has been repeatedly pointed out by 
Mr. O'Conor in his trade reviews, is not, and was never, fairly sustainable. Indian 
rice is used, for (1) distillation, (2) for starch, and (3) for food, and in theSE} various 
uses rice has to compete with several other products, and India with several other 
c,ountries. The countries that enter into competition with India are Siam, Cochin
China, Japan, Java, Northern Italy, and the productions which enter into competi· 
tion with rice, are maize, barley, rye, potatoes, Mohwa flower, and even wheat and 
sugar, many kinds of which are being sold in the English market as cheaply as 
rice, and even more cheaply. The rice used for food has to compete with European 
rice (that of Lombardy in particular) and with the rice of the Asiatic countries as' 
well as with Madagascar rice and the rice produced in the Southern States of the 
Union. Mr. O'Conor points out that whereas 20 years ago we did a large business 
with' China, that trade has almost ceased to exist, Cochin.China as well as Siam 
having driven our rice out of the market. The export duty on rice, 3 annas a 
maund, which amounts to 7 per cent. on the value, is a heavy one, and its retention 
in the tariff, while duties far less inturious in their effects have been abolished, 
gives occasion for valid complaint." ' 

Stamps. 

Average of 10yea.rs ending 1819.20 
. Do. 1829·30 

Do. 1839·40 
Do. 1849·50 
Do. 1859·60 
Do. 1869·70 
Do. 18i9.80 
Do. 1889·90 

In 1889-90 

54. The growth of the stamp revenu,ll 
will be seen from the following figures :-'-0 

.... 
~, 

.. , ... 

RI:. millioD.!. 
'04 
'06 
'04, 
'04 

, '06 
'29 
'47 
'58 
'65 

Thia revenue has developed rapidly since 1859 when the Code of Civil Pro. 
cedure was passed, and the system «;If. levying court fees by means of stamps .on 

II The o-bjectiona' to the export duty on rice were wry forcibly stated by the Honourable Hr. Steel in the 
L&giela.iive Oounoil of India. in 1886. He said t "I must protest in the strongest tel"ms agaiwIt any budget whioh doeB 
Dot redress this oryiag evil of our ~oia\ eyetem. I refer to th~ export ~u.tr on rioe. '1'0 JIly mind it 1188Dl8 incon .. 
oeivable that. luoh an objeotionable Impost should be preserved In any OlVlhsed oountr,.. An ezpori duty on raw 
produoe rmd that produce the food of the people! With all our atudyof eoonomica, can we do ut) bette!' than this P It is 

'as hurtful in practice 88 vicious in principle. Who would dream of an export duty ou wheat l' In principle there ill no 
difference. Let us oonsider ita effeot. An export duty of 10" per ton is equal to a. taI· of 6 to 10 per- OeDt~ 
upon ita value. It absolutely shuts o,ut the grain from. imp~t aonsu.mp~o!, for. distilling a»;d siting pprpoa8s. Jt 
reduae. the foreign consumption of nee for food when it oomeslnto competition mth other a.rtiolea of food. It thus 
limits the production of the principal agricultural product of Bengal and Burma. at the oost of the agrioultural loud 
labouring olauee. By cheating the production of rica. it dimi~611 ~he reserves to whioh we !Om look in DIWI.8 of 
lOaroity and famine. I look upon this rioe.taz. &8 the. very .worst pOSSible. soorae of rev9UD:9 which oould be. deVllled, 
and cannot approve of a.ny budget which does Dot get J"ld of It even at the nak of freah ta.z&tion. I have been mformed 
that of the abundant harvest of 1882 much rice wall actua.lly lWlowed to ,ot on the ground, because uot wOJ"th the 008t 
of saving whioh but for this duty ~ight bave been saved and shipped!' Sir Evelyn Baring when examined before 
the Roya.i Oommission on the value ~ the precious metals, admitted that it WIo8 a fair oriticism that the ezport duty 
on rioe should have gone first that i. befOJ'e the ootton dlltiea, because the abolition of the export duties would have 
been eztremely benefioial to [~dia, m~ espeoially in view of the diflloulty regBl'ding the mta of eltohange. He added I 
U I look "pon thie as the moat important fisoal reform in India., a~d I always immeDBely regret t~at ",hile ~ 1VU iq. 
India, 1 waa not able to ~ tl?-e ~ee t1'!Mle e~oe by8rboliabins: the ezpoJ't 4lJ.tie8." . 
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civil suits instituted, was introduced. Of the sum of 65 Iakhs of rupees, which is 
the revenue now derived from stamps, 40 lakhs are obtained from judicial stamps 
and 25 lakhs from general stamps. The institution fee levied on civil suits is 
7j per cent. on the value of the property in litigation when it does not exceed. 
:as. 1,000. and the rate is redllced for higher values, the maximum fee being 
limited to Re. 3,000 •. On criminal complaints a fee of 8 annas is levied. Apart 
from the abstract question of the propriety of taxing justice, there is little to com
plain of in regard to the stamp duties on judicial proceedings. The growth of the 
revenue is entirely due to the increase in litigation consequent on the general pro
gress of the country and the great increase in value of moveable and immoveable 
property, more especially: the latter. The number of civil suita instituted in 1850 
was 81,392, the value of the property involved bt'ing 55 lakhs. In 1889 the number 
of suits had increased to 255,006 and the value of the property to 375 lakhs of 
rupees. The average value of a suit, which in 1850 was Re. 70, is now Rs. 146. 
Recently the Government of India had the question of the extent to which the 
expenditure on the maintenance of Civil Courts was recouped by the stamp duties 
paid by the litigants, investigateu. The result as regards the Madras Presidency 
was that the receipts were found to be very slightly in excess of the expenditure. 
If the scheme which ap{learll to be under the contemplation of Government for 
further improving the position and status of the District Munsifs and Sub.Judges 
he carried out, there will be no profit to Government, but on the other hand a 
slight loss, The court fees levied on suits doubtless bear hard on the poorer 
litigants to some extent j but tlie remedy for this, bo.wever, is not the abolition of 
the fees, but the provision of popular and inexpensive tribunals for the settlement 
of petty litigation. .. 

The duties levied under the general stamp law are not very onerous as the 
rate for transfers of land - on sales and 

• In France the value of immov .. ble property mortgages which form the bulk of the 
which ooa.ngeB hands by transfer is estimated at 80 mil. .• d . . 
liona aterlinr and that which ohaugea hand> by._ transactlOns ill regar to which duties 
.ion 60 million. ~terliDg. .The duties cha.rged on both have to be paid is only one per cent . 
• mount to8millioUB.or 5?percent. on the value of Th .. fth t 1 h· h 
tha prope>ty. e prOVISIons 0 e s amp aw, w lC 

are based mainly on those of the COITe· 
sponding English Act, are not intelligible in many respects, and this obscurity and 
the stringency of the provisions made for ensuring compliance with the require
ments of the law, sometimes work considerable hardship to ignorant aud unlettered 
peasants who cannot afford to obtain competent legal advice when they have 
documents to execute. Much of this hardship has, however, been since removed 
by the orders issued by Government making it obligatory on officers of the Regis
tration department to advise persons con!lulting them as to the·stamp duty payable 
on documents. At present the opinion of the Registration officer is not conclusive 
and does not relieve the person who has acted upon it from responsibility for 
insufficient stamping. An alteration of the law relieving from responsibility persons 
whose documents have been accepted as sufficiently stamped and acted on for 
registration purposes by a)1 .officer of the Registration department will- remove all 
room for complaint. I do not believe that the revenue will be in the least affected 
by thls change of procedure, as the .proceedings of the subordinate officers of the 
Registration department are being very closely scrutinized by tl;1e District Regis
trars in this respect and any laxity observed is p'romptly taken· notice of. 

'55. The sy~tem of rE'gistration and authentication of documents is one of 
Registration feel. recent introduction and the fees collected 

are, to a great extent, devoted to the 
maintenance of the establishments required for the purpose. The present revenue 
is about ll1akhs of rupees. of which about 8 lakhs of rupees are annually expended. 
Further improvements in contemplation will reduce the surplus, out of which have 
to be met the pensionary liabilities' as regards the officers employed in ths depart
ment. The registration fee amounts to ~63 per cent. of the value of the transaction 
in the case oE sales and '60 per cent. in the case of mortgages and is therefore 
very moderate. On transactions of sman values, viz., those not· exceeding Rs. 100 
in value, the fee is comparatively high, but the minimum fee cannot well be fixed 
lower than 8 annas the present limit, having regard to the cost of stationery and 
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the charges incurred for transcribing the docllments in the registers. In this 
Presidency the convenience of the general public has been consulted by the estab. 
lishment of .registration offices in large numbers; and the time has arrived for 
making the registration of -all dooumenUi relating to immoveable property, even 
where the value isle99 than Rs. 100, compulsory. Under the present law, docu. 
ments of this kind, except sales and gifts, are not required te be registered, but it 
is provided that unregistered- transactions as regards such properties, even if prior 
in point of time, are to have no effect as against registered tranl!al)tion~. This 
leaves a considerable loop hole for fraud. If this is remedied, the registration 
system will be CIIpable of considerable development in directions which will admit 
of a complete record of transactions connected with landed properties being ,main .. 
tained iu a readily accessible form. 

56. In the appendix will be found a statement showing the incidence of the 
- taxes levied in 1852-53, 1872.73, and 

Inoidenoe of Tamticm.. • 1889·90 per head of the population. 
In 1852-53, the incidence was Re. 1·14.6, in 1872·73 Rs. 2.10.8, and in 
1889.90 Rs. 2.14·3 per head, or, in other words, the rate of incideuce has 
increased since 1852 by 35 per cent., wbile the purcbasing power of money has 
fallen by 60 per cent. There can be no doubt also that of the taxes collected 
more is spent in promoting the public safety, health and convenience and 
education in tbis Presidency than formerly as will be seen from the folIuwing 
figures :-Expenditure on irrigation works 45-7 lakhs of rupees in 1889·90 against 
9'7 lakbs in 1!!49-50; buildings and roads not including railways 58 lakhs against 
7'2 lakbs; judicial establishments 41'S lakhs against 23'6 lakbs; police 39'S 
lakhs against 9'8 Iakhs; education 22-9 lakhs against 1'1 lakh; med,ical relief 
83'3 lakbs against 1'2 lakbs; and the postal service 13'9 ~akhs against 4'3lakbs. 
The development of the resources of t;be country by the construction and main" 
tenanoe of irrigation works,_ canals, railways and roads has already been notioed. 
In 1852-53 there were three publio scbools with an attendance of 448 pupils; in 
1889-90, there were 16,226 public institutions with 517,055 pllpils and 4,286 private 
institutions with 83,496 pupils. In 1850 tbere were 130 post offioes con trolled by 
80 postmasters; at the olose of 1889-90" there were 1,691 imperial FOfjt offices, 
1,412 letter boxes, 985 postmen, and 893 village postmen, besides 68 district 
post offices and 748 village postmen. The telegraph offices bave of course been 
aU established since 1850. The number of letters posted in 1853.54 was 3'66 
millions and newspapers 0'29 millions; in 1889.90 tbe numbers were 48 and 8'S 
millions respectively. I have no exact statistics as regards the number of hospital II 
and dispensaries in 1850; these institutions were maintained only at the head· 
quarter stations of tbe several districts and the rural tracts had not tbe advantage 

13 The following eztraot.e from the retition presented by the Madras Na.tive Associa.tion to Pa.rliaJr;aent in 185~ 
complaining of the inauflioionoy and UD.S&tiafactOl)" chameter of the p08tal arraDgemelLts at that time will be nad 
with interest:-· . 

U That your petitioners will DOW advert to 80me ot'her nbjeots requiriDg redress, Rcb as the Post Office. which, 
besides being vel')' tardily and aloveDly conduoted, aete. by the eaorbitanoe of ita ohargee, like 8 dead weight t 1JPOII: 
oommeroial. oolT8Bpondenoe and the oiNul.tion of knowledge I and which weight wo.uld be CODllidera.bly lightened,." 
W8l'8 the oonveyanoo of officia.l papera, whioh form three-fourtbs of the ma.iI conveyed hr ta.ppal, pI&.Oe4 to the ezpenle 
of the Government; this would make the Post Otliae revenue four times th9 amount now O1'editsd, &D.d ~ eoursa lfFOuld 
permit of • aOrrBspcmding reduction in the coat for oamage.; • letter or package which now i.e taz.ed at u. might.. 
then reach ita destination for the coat of 3d.; and sru.l the returDB of the department would more than 009'Br the 
azpenditure. even without an mcreaee of oarnapondence, wbioh. howner, would ovtainly take plaoe to a ooaaidaratlle 
edent, aa • oonaequenoe of • diminution in the rate8 of postage. 

.. Tha.t • neoessary auzilia.ry to the inore&&e of correspondence is a thorough reform in the man~t of the Poet 
OSee departments, beginniDg at the capital, and ezteuding to the most remota' boandaries Gf the Presidency, which, 
aJthough containing an a.rea of upwards of 140,000 square milea. has no more than 180 poat oflioss, oontralled by 80 
Postma..tera, a Dumber totally inadequate to the wanta of the public, to meet which effioiently your petitionerII' 
8Uggest that then should be at least one or snore o1Ii08l in every Wok, aooording to its size, BO that DO inhabitied part 
of the ooontry .hoold be more than 10 miles from • post office. At present, the arrangements for dietrihutiDg the 
letters among' the native population, even at the atations where the o1!ioea are situated. are moat dafective and imper
feat; the &.gents employed are of an inferior deBm"iption, who frequently retain the delivery fo. da,., tiH the )J&I'ti." 
to whom the letters are addreS8ed .ubmit to some uuauthorized demand j while. as regarda plaoes at a distance from" 
the poat 8tations, the evil .. much greater; euorDlOn. delay, elEtending not nnfrequently t:b weeks. ia incurred" Rnd a. 
heavy charge beside8 i whlle attar all, the deliver,. of letters is unoertain, and wrong pa.rtiea. -.re 8om.etim,ea permitted: 
to obtain their poaaeasioD. , .. 

'.' That these oombined crlmumstauoea. the paucity of 96ioea and their inefficient auperriaion, the delay., euotiona 
and uncertainties, (l8,l1H8 the post office to be greatly leu tra.t~. than it would otherwise be by the Native pubHo 
.. bo, in 'Yery many inatanoea, have established d ... wk transit at their own expense, thereby depririug the State of ~ 
part of its income, to an eztent neoea88tri.ly UIlimowa, but _ neoenarily of no tri.9ial im:,ortance; and YOUI' petitioue1'8 
therefore, requsllt that there may be a thdrOngh reform in this depa.rtDlnnt, :rea.ohiag to the whole of ita b~ohu i uUl 
that enry paper or package paeeing through it shall be made subjeQ.i to the 8&me uniform rate of obarge:' 

19 
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of them. In 1889 ,there were.393 institutions, in which 2i millions of persons 
were treated, the daily average attendance being 17,000. ' 

57. Improvement or the reverS8 in the standard of living and the g~eral condi
tion of the differe11t classes of the pop.tlation.-For the purposes of this enquiry,' 
the general population may roughly be divided into four main divisions; viz., I, 
the. agricultural classes" compIjsing landowners, tenants and agricultural labourers; 
IT. labourers not, connected with land; III, the professional,' mercantile and 
other classes owning' capital other than land; IV, the artizan classes and small 
traders. The divisions here referred to have been very roughly made, and, in 
some instances, they overlap one another. A landlord is often a 'money-lender 
or trader, and an artizan frequently owns a piece of land; and a peasant proprietor 
ekes out his small income from land by non-agricultural labour, e.g., by spinning 
or working on the roads during the non-agricultural season. The prosperity or 
the reverse of large sections of the population must also re-act on the condition 
of other classes, for instance, traders prosper when the agricultural. classes thrive 
and so on. Nevertheless" there is a convenience in considering the condition of 
differenj; sections of the population separately, and the main divisions above given 
are sufficiently accurate for the purpose in view. For the most recent information 
regarding the number of persons falling under each of the main divisions, we must 
wait till the detailed tables connected with the census taken in 1891 are published. 
I have given in the appendix a table extracted from the census report of 1881. : 
showing the number of persons engaged in the several occupations in 1881 as \' 
compared with the number in 1871, but, owing to the dissimilar 'methods adopted 
in' classifying occupations at the ~wo censuses, the results shown cannot be fully 
relied on. . 

58. There is a pretty general impression that in this Presidency land is held 
Th I d wnl lasa in small properties by pauper ryots. 

• on -0 ng C .S. There is truth iri this, but not to the 
extent that is often supposed. Out ofJ.he_90 millions of acr~s forming the area 
of this ~residency, 27l millions .. or between .Q!!~t!!i!:aan<J:on~\l!th,.!!!e held by 
.f!.!9~mmdars..:. 11) f these zemmdars hold~Ion fac~s, or nearly naIr-a mIllIOn 
each, paying to Government a pelshcus 0 la s 0 rupees on an average; .128 
zemindars hold 91 millions of acres and pay to Government an average peishcush of 
18,100 rupees; and 706 zemindars and mittadars hold 2tmillion acres and pay 81 

peishcush which averages 1,300 rupees. The peishcush of the zemindaris was fixed 
at two-thirds of the rental in the case of ancient estates, and 90 per cent. of the 
rental in the case of estates newly created 'at the time of the permanent settlement.'" , 
A few large estates, which were held as military jaghirs, pay a quit-rent. The 
rental of all these estates amounts to 161 lakhs of rupees, while the peishcushl 
amounts to 50 lakhs, or, in other words, the rental is now more than three. times the~ 
peishcush, and the zemindars have consequently enormously benefited. Betweenl 
1830 and 1850, owing to the low prices of grain which prevailed, several zemin. 
dars in the Kistna and Godavari districts were unable to meet their engagements 
;with Government and their'estates were consequently sequestered, sold by auction 
and purchased by Government and incorporated with ryotwar lands. But for this 
circumstance, nearly the whol& of the rich delta of the Godavari and Kistna would, 
at this day, have consisted of zemindari lands. The estates, which escaped this 
process, 'yield a very large revenue to their owners, who, with some exceptions, 
squander it in litigation and dissipation, and the bene6ts, which, it was expeoted. 
would accrue from the permanent settlement, have not so far been realiaed. Edu. 
cation; however, has been forcing its way latterly even among zemindars, and it 
may be hoped that they will, within another generation, utilize their wealth and 
resources in improving the condition of their tenantry and in aiding the general 
prqgress of the country. 

The next class of land owners are the inamdars who number 438,6!j9 and 
hold between them 8·2 'millions of acres or 19 acres each on an average. Out of 
this area; a little more than 3 millions of acres are comprised in entire inam villages 
and the remainder consists of petty holdings originally held on service tenure in 
ryotwar villages and recently enfranchised. The position of the latter does notV' 
differ materially from that of the ryotwari puttadars. The holders of whole inam 
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villages, who generally belong to t.he religious and non-cuJtivating classes, are in an 
impoverished condition, their property having got sub-divided into minute portions. 
The revenue paid by these estates amounts to 16 per cent. of the rental. Origi
nally inam properties WOlre not transferable by sale and were liable to be resumed 
by Government on failure of direct heirs of the holders. .All these properties, with 

I a few insignificant exceptions, have, as already observed, been freed from these 
restrictions ~nd d~lared h~riubla and transferable prop~rty, subject to the pay
ment of a bght qUIt-rent Imposed by way of compensatIOn to the State for the 
reversionary right relinquished by it. . 

The third-class of land ownerB are those numbering 550, who have redeemed 
the land-tax by making a lump payment to Government. These properties consist 
of parcels of land forming house-sites or gardens attached to house-sites. 

The fourth-class consists of purchasers of waste lands in hill tracts for the 
formation of plantations. The area held under this tenure is small, and the land. 
ta.,; imposed is not liable to enhancement. . 

The fifth and by far the most numerous class comprises the ryotwar puttadars. 
or peasant. proprietors. The t.otal number of estates on this tenure is 2,850,000 
and the number of owners including shareholders is 4,600,000. The total araa. 
of ryotwar villsges is 59·a million acres, from which 31 million acres must be 
deducted on account of unculturable waste and lands held on inam tenure and 
lying interspersed with ryotwar holdings, leaving 28'3 millions. which, at present, 
are considered fit for cultivation. Of this lLrea 2 L'2 million acres, paying a revenue 
to Government including cesses of a little more than Rs. 2 per acre, are comprised. 

-within ryotlVar holdings, the re
mainder being unoccupied. The 
marginally· noted statement" 
shows the distribution of t,he ryot
war puttadars into several grades, 
with reference to the alIlount of 
tax paid by .them. The revenue 
statistics of this presidency do 
not show the distribution accord
ing to the areas, but the revenue 
paid is a better index to the 
status of a ryot than the area of 
holding, and the area. oan be 
roughly deduced from the 
revenue, by assuming. that each 
acre pays Rs. 2 as land-tax. If 
settlement calculations can be 
relied on, one acre of ordinary 
dry land, which is assessed at 
Rs. 1-12-0,- gives an outtarn of 
Rs. 16-10-8 taking good and bad 
seasons together, and 8 acres of 
BUQh land would give Rs. 133_ 
Deducting Rs. 14, the Gov-' 
ernment tax, which is a little 
more than 10 per ceni. of the 
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filllI~ 
- If to j:'I l~3 !i1;lP. 

••• R,. ... paying below !Ia. 10 .. IAnd-.... ... .., ... .. , ... 65'6 IN .. 
Ryots paying 1a.nd.ta.x between 

lb. 10 and &8. 80 .... ... 23·& 27"7 17 
Ryots p&yi.ng la.ud·ta.:J: between 

.Re. 80 and Ra. 50 _,. . .. . .. 6'7 14·9 87 
Ryota paying land·tax betW8eD 

1Ia. 50 ""d 1Ia. 100 ••• ... . .. 8·6 16·& fY1 
Kyot. paying land-tas between 

Re. ]00 and Re. S50 ... ... 1" 18·7. 148 
Kyots paying land-tax between 

RB. 250 anti DB. 600 ... ... 0"2 6'3. 8M 
Kyots paying land-tu. between 

1Ia. 500 ""d !Ia. 1,000 .. , .- 0"08 z·& 646 
Ryoto paying Ja,nd.taK above 

Be. 1,000 .. , ... ... ... 0"02 1·6 1,648 

Total , .. 100 100 14 
. 

• I have taken aD aore of laud of ordinary quality for 
Ulustl'&tion, and, in eottl8 distriots, land of very poor quality 
predominates J but there the area. of holding is oODsiderably larger. 
The average area. of holding varies in each. di.triob, with ref~ 
enoe to the quality of laond and the ata.nd&rd of liVing in foroe 
among the agricultural popu1a.tion. 

" It would be interesting to oompare theBe l'88a1ts with the distribution of land am.ong lenral grades of PJ'Ooo. 
prietOl'e in Fmnoe which is 88 follows :-

I Ynmberof Peroentage Aareage Percentage - proprietors. 10 total. (llilliona). ofae""'f!" 
(Tho_nds). to total. 

Under & acre. .. , .. , ... 10,426 '.·1 18·0 10"6 
61015 ..... ... .. J,17. 16·1 18·9 16·8 
16 to 12& ac:rea •.• ... .. . 1,35. 9"6 4811 88·9 
12610500 ....... ... . .. 106 &7 23·9 19·1 
Over 600 ... . . ,. , .. 18 0"1 llO" 16"1 

AD aore outtivated in France produoea much more tha.n an acre here ; but the 8tandard of living there is higher iD. 
proport.iou thr.D here. - 10. France. about 90 per cont. of the proprietonl bave Zt a.orea ea.ch.. Kere 90 per ceDt. pa-7 



gr.oee outtum, there is left about Rs. 119 lor the subsistence of the family of the 
ryot and for defrayit~g the cultivation expenses, which are estimated at Rs. 4-10." 
per acre. Out of this, wages of labour amount to about Rs. 3, and what the ryot 
will have to expend in cash or grain is Rs. 1·10·0 per acre or Rs. 13 for 8 acres. 
when he cultivates thA land himself and does not employ hired labour. There is, 
therefore. left for subsistence about Rs.I06 or Rs. 9 a month, and this snm will enable 
Ii. ryot's family to subsist according to the standard of living in force lUJlong the ryot 
population. Prob~bly, the family will make also something by growing vegetables, 
keeping a cow for raising dairy produce for consumption, &c., all of which will 
leave a margin above the cost of subsistence, but this may be neglected. Eight 
a~s, therefore, of ordinary dry land, paying Rs. 14, or a proportionately largerarea 
of .in fen or land, paying the same amount of tax, may he taken as the area, which a 
ryot family must cultivate by means of the labour of its members to procure sub. 
sistence, and that, where the area of holding is less, the ryot must supplement his 
earnings from cultivation of his own holdings by labouring for others to procure a 
subsistence. Similarly, owners of land, who hold bO I&CnlS of ordinary land, paying 
to Government abouLRIk-.lOQ_all Jand.tax, will be able just to maintain their 
families on the rent of the lands obtained by letting them to tenants.. These are the 
minimum limits for obtaining a subsistence, by working in the fields in the one case, 
alldby letting the lands in the other, without other resourceI'. Ryots holding 
lands, which are between 8 and 50 acres in extent, may be taken as belonging to 
the class of persons who cannot afford to let their lands to tenants and live solely on 
the rent, but will be able to hire labour for cultivation, themselves doing a portion 
of the work of cultivation. or, at all events, superintending its details. Their 
larger holdings will, of course, enable them to keep a larger number of cattle, and, 
provided that the families are of the average size, to save some money. Now, bear. 
ing these limits of area in mind, it will be seen that out of the total area of ryot. 
War. holdings, 17'5 per cent., or, say, roughly, one.fifth, is in_the~ands of agticul. 
turallabourers who must eke out ,a living by working for others, the small extent 
of Iaiiilh:eIill)y them being in the nature of agricultural allotments, the produce 
of whicll merely goes ~o supplement their earnings by labour. Another 27~ 
cen.t., or, roug:~l'y .. _one.~~~in_the hands 0L!,~§II~_ proprietors \'\ hocBnnot 
aiIordtO employ Inred1abour, except a-uiTIig£Iii!tlIDeof liarvest. Aiiotller~.t:4"per 

. oont., Of ... aboutoile:tl!ir~" is oWD1!.1i blpropr~etors who m21s~arm their_o..!!~ lands, 
but who :<lltn empIoynJJ::eQ1li.bour for carrymg on some or aIrthe manuarwork 
connected with' tbe farm. The remainder, comprises the class who can afford to, 
but need Dot"Jet their lands, and subsist, not certaiuly in plenty, but, as I have 
already stated, in accordance with the standard of living usual among their dass in ' 
this country. If this class were sufficiently educated, and cultivated the holdings 
without sub.letting them, they would be able to adopt, not indeed very expensive 
improvements. but such as those which small proprietors in European countries 
might be expeeted to undertake. 

The number of ryots in zeroindaris may be estimated at about a million, but 
no pattic1;llars as regards the· quantity of land held are available. It may. however, 
be presumed that the distribution among the' several classes of zemindari· ryots 
is much the same as with Government· ryots with the reservation that as the 
I incidence of the land assessment, whether paid in 1l10ney or in kind, is higher in 1 

: zemindari tracts than in Government taluks, the average extent of land to be 
\ciultivated for subsistence must be larger and the number of ryots smaller in the 
~i:former case than in the latter. lncountries in which lands are held by a small 

R .. 7·8.0 each, which g;ve& ... avenge holdi"ll of ....- ........... ai....... The Dumber af Iandod _. held 
directly under GovPnmeDt in this Presidency is abaot 3-a miWOIIS and the number of bolders including .hareholdera 
is 6'" millions (t/itN ItMement of Varieties of Tenure P.:iv8a;n the appendix). The IsH· Dumber does not inolude tbe 
holdings of ryots in emindari and iam ldllages:, whioh ni&,. iteeetimated at about anothermillioa. The total namber 
of families haring landed property may roughly be taken to: be about 6-6 millicms out of a total numbsl' of families of 
say , milliona forming the, population at the wAole Pr9idenoy '; or in other words, upward. of 90 'per cent. of the 
families in the Prelridenoy u,ve landed properti.ee, however 81DaU. There is DO iDformatiOll as reprda the atent 10 
whioh ryotwar proprietors p088688 zemindari and inam landa. In the by districts mao,. ryot'W8rr proprietors po88888 
inam J.a.nds; and alJowing fw this. the number of families poIIeessing la.nded property may aafely be estimated at, &ay, 
80 per cent. In the South Arcot district, the llumber 01 ry-otwar proprietOl'8 alonG is 88 pel' cent. oN.he wtal number 
of,fa.milies in the distriot, taking 6 persall8 to a family. In European countriee the estODt to which landed property 
iB diffused among the, populo.~ion will be Been from the following figures, whioh represent the pM'CeDtage 01 the number 
6f -poseeBSOr8 of land flo the ~ Dumber of families taking 6 penone to a famil,. :-UDited Kingdom Jor;; Fl"&Dee 46, 
&tJI1D8rD7 &; BuHia. 70; Austria 45;. ltlll,. 8i; IUld *he- United Statea 40. 
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number of proprietors there is a very large section of the population dependent 
solely on daily labour for subsistence, while in countries whl're small properties 
predominate the capitalist classes capahle of initiating and carrying out agricul
tllfal improvements do not exist; but the labouring olasses have, for the., most 
part the income derived from a small piece of land to supplement their earnings 
from daily labour. In this Presidency, it will be seen from the facts stated above 
that while the bulk of the area is held in small properties averaging 8 acres 
in extent, there are nearly 1,000 landed proprietors, scme of them with princely. 
incomes. The reason for the absepce of agricultural enterprise must, therefore, 
be s?ught not so much in the predominance of peasant properties as in the absencil 
of conditions which make high farming a necessity. 

59. It is extremely difficult to obtain reliable informatiop. regarding the wages' 
w f . I 01 lob of agricultural labour or to put it in a 

ages 0 agnou tur our ... , shap·e whl'ch wI'lI adml't of the cond'tl'on . 1 

of the labourers in different parts of the country being compared or of a decisive 
opinion being formed as to the extent to which their position has improved in 

recent years. Wages are generally 
. • Tho following j""tauosl of onbanoomont ~f groin stated to be paid in grain and the rates 

wages ha.ve been reported by the Sllb-Beglltrar of . . 
K&!'6r .. In 1829 st S.IGppollGyap ........ Tnch'nopoly dil. of wages are beheved - not to have varmd 
.riet. tho ~ of. -per variod ~t ...... ~t ~d .~ Tan- materially since the beginning of the 
jore small padia. Now 6 811lal1 padlll are pa.1a, and if the . • 
eoophaatobo_p.cr""d1>iougbt from a distanoo totho century. ThlS VIew of the matter, how. 
,hre.bing ground, 8 padis. At JCerAthow. TAnj .... di.trict, t' I I k th f t th t 
in 1882 and 1839, the daily wage. paid to.. labourer W88 "' ever,. en Ire y ov~r 00 8 e ac a a 
."",n m ..... "".. No .. 61PD&l1 m ........... a .... !fI..... At conslderable portIOn of the wages has 
BA~_hi, Coi .. b ...... dietriot, tho _B.of a I&OOn...... always been disbursed in the shape o£ 
wh lob W8.II.f_ small meaelU'eB f!)rm.er1l'J baa. _lnOl'88t$e~ ~ • • 
Tho> above partiou1M8 have hoon obtained fmm. '.ho perq ~elLQ!,Qther.~dYa,nj;~g~llcb.._ a! 
BCOOnn" topt by land.hold.... III reply to onq"":'88 huts and small allotment.s nf land for 
made by the Board of Revenue 1'ge8ntly the followmg "--_ _. ____ . _. '_". ___ .. --,--.. __ ~ 
Oollooto .. have reported. ri .. in groin wages in reoent \ cultlvatlOn, free of rent, &c., and these 
yoors. Qoli<£Mri. an in_.f ..... oighth; Kis' ..... a .. ', dd't' al all h b d' t 
ibCI'ea.ae tbeu.tent of which is not asoertainable . Kurnool a 1 Ion owances ave een a JUS ... 
• to.donoy to rise I ._. in Pwiy.kuIam aod·T ......... :·' ed from time to time with reference to 
g ........ I.ks a ri,,!, of_20 por ... t, .. sp •• tivoln\ the demand for labour the .prioes .of 
and ~.u1lJ a. nae G rthern pa.r~. , 

. food-grains, the efficiency of the labourer, 
the constancy 04 employment and opportunities afforded to the labourer as well 
as those dependent on .him for making extra gains, &c. For the old years the 
only systematic.'enquiries on this subject were those of Dr. Buchanan made in 
1800. It is rllally surprising that he should have been able, within the short 

.' period of 8 few months, to collect and collate the large amount of minute informa-
.. ··tion regarding the agricultural condition of the soveral districts which is eon. 

tained in the two volumes entitled " Journey through Mysore, South Cana.ra, • 
and Malabar." Generally. accurate as the information ill, it was obtained chiefly 
from the land.holders who would naturally be anxious to exaggerate the expenses 
of cultivation, ,and the rat~s of :!V:ages_gi,ve!!jla:y~!h.!l~l!,.j&..J!eyomewlir dis. 
counted 0 11 thls._account., IDIact,~uchanan himself was fully aware of t is and 
has meritiorled several mstances In which he had reason to suspect that the 
information furnished to him was exaggerated. Moreover, large portions of the 
country .had been almost entirely depopulated by ths Mysore wars, shortly before 
Buchanan visited the tracts which he has doscribed, and consequently, there was 
great scarcity of labour in these places. at the time. Further, . agricultural 
labourers had to pay in those days the IpQt,u}'pha!~ which was practically levied 
from their masters. For later years we have absolutely no information beyond 
vague statements in the settlem!ln.~ .!o'!lPQrts_ .whicJLar.e<_wQ!s.l!._tIt-BIt..!!!'eless, no 
systematic enquiry having ever been made on the subject; and it is a matter for 
regret that the services of the settlement-officers who have for years been working 
in the rural tracts and who have hsd exceptionally favorable opportunities for 
enquiries of this kind should not have been utilized for the purpose of collecting 
information regarding matters connected with agricultural tlCOnomy. The Board 
sometime ago, at the instance of Government, called for reports from Collectors 
regarding agricultural wages in considerable detail; the results have not yet been 
published, but I have had the advantage of reading the reports received. I have 
also obtainEld Bome information from the officers of the Registration department 
regarding the wages now prevailing in some of the places. visited by Buchanaa 

20 
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in 1800. The. following imperfect account is based on the information ob~ained 
from the sources above indicated :~ 

Agricultural labourers are of all grades from the casual daily labourer to the 
metayer tenant who divides the produce of the land he cultivates with the landlord 
in define~ p~op<?rtions.. This class of labourers, however, may be divide~ into 
three maID diVISIons, VlZ., first, farm-servants more or less permanently employed 
andremunera.ted by payments in money or grain; second,y, casual labourers 
employed on agricultural work at the time of the harvest or as occasion arises and 
not permanently attached to the farm; and, thirdlg, labourers on the varum or 
sharinr.: system.· . 

Of the permanent farm-servants, those who live in the· master's house anef 
partake of the meals. cooked· for him are the most efficient and· thellest remu
nerated. They are, comparatively speaking, generally well off, being well fed 
and clothed and receiving, at the end of the year, as much as their feeding 
av.d clothing would cost or a little more. The servants employed are of the same 
or corresponding c:l.Stes as the masters and sometimes their relations. As regards 
the Tinnevelly district, the Agricultural Inspector Pranatharthihara Aiyar states 
" It is noteworthy that labourers receiving part of their wages in the shape of 
food do more earnest and willing work than labourers who get their wages in Cash ... 
or kind. The Brahmins and the Pillays are not so successful in farming, becaUSE! 
they, unlike the Naickmars and Reddis, find it inconvenient to feed their servants· 
at home. The latter recognizing the truth of the adage' he who feeds well, works 
well' allow their servants to consume as much as they want, and make no difference 
between themselves and their servants as regards the service of meals." The 
remuneration of a ploughman is Rs. SO in addition to his food which, at the high 
prices of food grains-prevaIling in the· Tinnevelly district, may be valued· at Rs. 
SO. In Bellary the remuneration of a furm-Be~ varies from Rs. 24 to Re. 
40 per annum, 01' Rs. 10 to Rs. 20 plus the fee . g and clothing, estimated to 
cost Rs. 25. The food given amounts to Ii seers or more than 3 lb. (a high rate) 
and condiments worth Rs. S. The clothing consists of cloths, &. cumbli, a turban. 
&. pair of drawers and a pair of slippers worth in all Rs. 4. These servants are 
not solely attached to the farm,but are expected to look after all kinds of house~ 
hold work. They are sometimes. allowed, by their employers, for marriage pur~ 
poses, &c., loans ranging from Rs. 50 to Rs, 100, which are liquidated by deduc~ 
tions from the saIary~ Iu the Anantapur district (Gooty division), the servan' 
is given food and cloths, the food comprising three meals a day, together with 
betel and tobacco, and an annual sum, ranging from Rs. 5 to Rs. 16, according to 

"the nature and urgency of the work, character·of the sea.~on and the capahilities of 
the labourers. Single men are preferred, and, if married, their wives are tempo-..; 
rarily employed. In some cases, instead of an annual cash payment, a daily 
allowance of! seer (2 ~b.) of grain is made in addition to food and clothing. In the 
Coimbatore district, this class of servants is not employed to any great extent. 
The servant is always an. unmarried man and is provided with food stated to 
cost between Rs. 15 and Rs. 30, and with sandals, oloths, and occasionally 
blankets, costing Rs. 2. At the end of the year, he reoeives a present in money 
of frOIq Re. 1· to Rs.· 3. In Salem, unmarried labourers are fed·· by the ryot 
and are given a cloth valued at ! rupee, a blanket worth J4 annas, and Rs. 
4 or Rs. 5 at the end of the year in cash. They are allowed loans, ranging from 
Rs. 20 to Rs. 50, without interest, at the commencement of service, or at the 
time of marriage. In the Nellore district, labourers, employed on the cultiva. 
tion of garden land, are fed and clothed and receive annually from Rs. 20 to Rs .• 
24, the food consisting of three meals a day and betel and toba.cco, and a clotb. 
In Vizagapatam, farm-seITants are not given meals, except in some places in the 
northern taluks, where the custom obtains of giving them .two or tht'ee meals a 
day: where two meals are given, the annual wages a.re out down by one-third, 
and if three meals are given by one-half. In the first case one meal consisting of 8 
.quarter of a seer of boiled rice and kanji is given in the morning at about 8 01' 

9 o'clock andtbe second meal consisting of a quarter of a seer (lIb.) of ragi or 
other flour boiled, a.t about 4 P.M. In the other case, the servant is fed in the 
morning, noon and evening, the meals given being the same as those of 8. member 



of the employer's family. In Cuddapah .the servant gets one local seer of food 
daily (1'7 Madras seers) worth Rs. 14 annually; clothes worth Rs •. 4-8-0 and cash 
Rs. 3. Higher money wages are paid if the ryot is a woman who cannot herself 
superintend the cultivation. In a few'cases, presentB amounting to Rs. 4 or Rs. 5 
&I'e allowed on occasions of ma.rriages, &c.; sometimes the servant is allowed loans, 
without interest, amounting to Rs., 50 or B.s. 60. But these do not form part of 
the service. contract. If the servant-has a ~hild above five and below twelv!, years 
of age, the latter is given wages frOIl). Rs. 3 to Rs. 4-8-0 with three meals a day 
and clothes. No deduction is made in thee wages for the teIl).porary absence' of 
labourers on account of illness and other unavoidable reasons, In N erth .A.rcot, 
servants in the Chittoor taluk are given three meals estimated to cost Rs. 36, Rs, 6 
in cash a.nd cloth worth 1 rupee. Their presents and perquisites may all).oun~ to 
about Rs. 5 or its. 6, The examples given above will sufficiently show how difficult 
it is, amidst the wide variety of form, which the remuneration assumes in different 
parts of the country, to state in money values ,the earnings of the labourers,. The, 
followin$ g!lllJ!ral ded;!ctions may, however, I think, be drawn from the fa.cts 
stated; viz. (1) the permanent servants are. employed only by the well-to-do ryots 
and, when they are fed at the 'master's house, get as much food as they calj. 
possibly take; (2) the quantity of food is variously given from 3 lb. in Bellary to 
It lb. in Vizagapatam, and 2 lb. of dry graiu pel' diem and Ii lb. of rice may, on an 
average, be taken as ample allowance for an adult doing full work; (3) the value of 
the meal is estimated at from RB. 14 to Rs,. 36,' per annum, the differences being 
ci lie to the variation in the prices of grain in the several districts and to the inoney 
value of the grain consumed being calculated with reference to the average price~ 
ruling at the oUllba stations instead of the prioes ruling in the rural tracts. The 
gener8I average money value of the feeding charges of an adult labourer may be 
taken for tae Presidency at gs-,-.~O J>I!!-' annum; and (4) the remuneration of al 
pern;tanent farm-~ervantmay •. on an avel'~ge •. be' take'Q. as twioe the cost,?fhis 
feedmg and olothing expenses. The practICe III the northern parts of the Vlzaga
patam district, where, in the case of permanent servants fed in the master's house, 
t·he remuneration is cut down to one-half, clearly shows this. . I 

The next class of agricultural labourers consists of those who arE! engaged by " 
the month or.for the cultivation season. In Coimb3.tore,.labourers are employed by 
the month by ryot. who haVE! dry or ga.rden land to cllitivate. These are called 
padials and receive from 16 to 20 bullahs of grain, if. men, and 12 to 15, if boys, 
the money value being RB. 2 to Rs. 2-8-0, in the case of a man, and fl'om Rs .. 1-8-0 
to 10 annas, ill the Base of a boy. . The padial is bound to give the whole of his time 
to his m\lSter. The grain given is cumbu, ragi or samai. A bullah is equal to two 
Madras measurell and a man's ra.tion is t to i Madras measure or 1 i to 2t lb. If 
a ryot has a large fum the padia.l is sometimes paid 25 bullahS-=-value Re. 3. At 
the end of the term of hiring the pallial receives Rs. 2 or two cloths. The daily 
wages of the labourer are tftus between two and two-and-half times the daily ration. 
The perquisites of a padial consist of a basketful of corn at the time of. outting. 
~ hich may consist of 8 bullahs of grain valued at 1 rupee and a portion of any other 
crops, the value amounting in all to Rs. 2. The wife of a padial. if she works at 
the picking of cotton or harvesting- of. a crop, gets a little more than ordinary 
!Women, who get one-eighth of the pickings of cotton or abullah of grain equivalent 
to from 2 annas to 21 annas. In Salem main division, the montllly wages of an. 
adult labourer vary from 18 to 24 vullums (each vullum measuring ~i seers of 80 
loolas each) with a 'cash payment varying from Rs. 2ito Rs. 3 at the elld of the 
,.ear. In the ~ub·division, the yearly wa~es vary between 3 and.4 kandagams 
(187 seers of 80 tolas per kandagam). In the Head Assistant's qiv:jsion, 112 
/ileers . of 80 tolus of cumbuor varagu together with 5 annas per mensem are given. 
~raking the quantity of grain required for Ill!oCh adult at 2 lb., the grain wages al'e 
between two and two-and-half times an adult's ration in. the first ollse, and between 
three and four times in the second and third cases. In t.he N ellore district, GuduI' 
taluk, labourers are paid 2t tooms of paddy per month or 4. seers or 9!- lb. per 
day, 2. tooms in addition to one lIIeal a day, or i toom of cumbll or ragi or jonna or 
1 toom of paddy per month in addition to two meals a day. The labourers are 
further allowed straw for fodder and for roofing purposes;cnltivation of some 
land free of rent, lpans without interest, presen~s jn grain or mQney 0):1 festive 
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occasions, and advance of pay on occasions of marriage 'Or death in addition to 
ot~er gratuitous help .• In the Kavali tal.uk. Nellore di~trict, farm-servants are 
paid 21 seers of paddy or l~ seen of rag! or cholam dally. ~uch labourers get 
-besides gleanings of the threshing ground, which are estimated to amount to 
Ii) tooms a year, worth Rs_ 24-6-0 to Rs. 30 8Ocording as the grain is paddy or ragi 
nnd cholam. one oumbly worth Re. 1-8-0, and a pair of slippers. They also take, 
with the permission of their masters, some bundles of hay or straw. The totAl 
income is estimated as higll as Rs. 60 per annum. In Cuddapab, the, yearly 
wa""es amount to 1136 Madras measures, or nearly three times the daily ration. 

tihe wages, above referred to, ralate mostly to cases in which the servants 
employed are of the Sudra oastes. Where the degraded oast,es, such as Pariars and 
Pullers are !Jmployed, espec!ally in wet ~ultivation, the wa~es are oonslderably 
lowf>r. Tllese oastes were, tIll 184:3, hereditary. slaves.IIol!i\YIth the land 01' mort. 
gaged. In MiiJ8tial',-aCQoriIing~toBuchatian,CburiiiarS were, in-i 800,the abSolute 
property of their masters and oould be employed on any work tbe masters pleased, 
the only restriotion being tllat. a hus~andand,,!jJe __ cQu,L4 .notbe,Bold Bepar,,~Jy . 
. Buohanan adds" Tile master IS conSidered as bound to give the slave a certain 
allowance of provisions; a man or woman, while capable of labour, receives 2 
edangallies (equivalent to 1 ~ seers of 80- tolas) of rice in the husk weekly, or two. 
seventb of the allowance, which I oonsider as reasonable for persons of all age8 
included. Ohildren and old persons past labour get one-half only of this pittanoe, 
and no allowance is made whateverforinfants. This would be totally inadequate 
to support them; but the slaves on each estate get one twenty-first par~ of the groAB. 
produce in order to enoourage them to care and industry. A male slave annually 
gets 70ubits of cloth and a woman 14 cubits. They erect for themselves huts that I 
are little better than large baskets." Both Messrs. Buohanan and Warden, the 
Collector of the district, in the beginning of the century, remark that, owing to 
ill-treatment and insufficient nourishment lor generations, the Churmars have 
become very diminutive in size. Churmars are no longer slaves, but are treated like 
other ordinary coolies. They receive 2 edangalies (lj seers o£ 80 tolas) of paddy 
du-il.V when they work for their masters, but when there is no work on the farms 
they I/ore not maintained by the masters and they are allowed to seek work elsewhere. 
Durin$, the_time of har!_est fixed wages oease and the reapers-men and women
arepiLlCf a; share of the grain, generally one-tenth; ill the southern part of the dis
trict it is St;;;wa that ,as muon-as one-sixth is paid. The amount earned varies 
according to the strength of the labourers, and is stated not to exceed one or two 
rupees. They are allowed, however, presents on special occasions and receive 
2 paras (71- seers).o£ paddy yearly, if they continue in the servioe of the masters. 
On occasions of marriages and deaths, small presents are made, and, during confine. 
ment of women, a small present of oil and paddy, in addition to a daily subsistence 
allowance for a period of 28 days, is granted. Their position, as regards wages for 
subsistenee, has, therefore, distinctly improved, though they cannot be said to 
have, to an appreciable extent, emerged from the position of social degradation 
which they have occupied for ages. In South Canara, farm-servants (who were 
originally slaves), if men, get from 1 to 2 seers of clean rice, with oondiments. the 
average rate beiug Ii seer with condiments; and women and children get less. In 
addition to the daily wages, they receive annual perquisites consisting of cloths and 

. blan kets, presents of rice and other eatables at important festivals and for marriage 
purposes, and-they are given an allotment of rent free land from 1 to t acre in extent. 
except on the ooast of the Mangalore taluk. In tile Mala.yalam portion of the distriot; 
the allowanoes to-the farm-labourers do not appear to be 80 liberal, hilt, on the whole, 
it seems to be cl!lar that the farm.servantsare in good seasons well off in the sense. 
that their food is not insufficient for subsistence. Mr. Sturrock, who made careful
enquiries all the subjAct., estimates. the annual inoome of a labourer'l! family at I 
Rs. 107 and the expenditure at Rs. 76, the greater portion of the balance being 
expended in toddy. Buchanan. writing in 1801, stated that a male slave was. 
allowed daily Ij haoies (2 seen) of rice or three-fourths of the' allowance for a 
hired servant. With ref8l'ence to this statement, Mr. Sturrock observes, "these 
rates correspond rather with my maximum rates than with those I have adopted as 
typical; but, Dr. Buchanan seems to have got his information from the masters who 
would uatut:ally mention the highest rates allowed. lq the preceding paragraph. 
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he remarks that the ambunt said to be paid in wages for transplanting seems to 
be exaggernted. 'With regard to hireIl servants, whose wages are said to be higher 
than those of the slaves, Dr. Buchanan remarks, these wages are Tery high and 
may enable the hired servants to keep the family in the greatest abundance." In 
Tanjore the p'an.!!ialL who is the descendent of the old hereditary slave, was paid, 
according to We account giveu by Mr. Ramaiya:ngar in 1872 (see appendix), one 
Madras measure of paddy per diem. The present rate, froinrece1:ifireportlr, 
appears to be Ii .Madras measures per diem and in the Kumbak6nam taluk it is 
even If Madras measures. Mr. Pennington, in 1885, estimated the whole earnings 
of a pannia! at about 30 to 36 kalama of paddy per annum, worth as many rupees i 
and stated that the earnings of the whole family did not exceed Bs. 50. of which 
Rs. 7-8-0 must be speut on drink or the enormous toddy revenue of the Tanjore 
district (6! lakhs of rnpees) could not be 8ocounted for. In many of the taluks 
of the district, they are allowed as yermanium or plough allotmont,' 40 guIis ('132 
acre) and for house-site and 60 gulis ( '198 acre) more for cultivation, the produce 
of which they enjoy rent free. Mr. Pennington adds" The comparative poverty 
of the pannial class is attributed to their fondness for drink and a want of prudence 
and forethought in storing np paddy to provide against a rainy day. They are in 
fact the most barbarous part of the community. and live precisely like animals, 
being to all intents and purposes serfs attached to the soil and generally of the 
Pariah caste, few being Sudras." These remarks are, to a great extent, true, 
though their condition, BO far as mere physical subsistence is concerned, has some. 
what improved dnring recent years. Mr. Clerk, who has made special inqniries 
into the condition of this class of labourers writes. "In former times, the Pannials 
were the slaves of the mirasidars, on whom they depended BOlely for livelihood. 
They were paid then as now in paddy and, during the cultivation season, were well 
fed, but they suffered considerably in the off-season hom insufficiency of food. 
Their position has greatly improved during the last forty years, and. at the present 
time, they are as independent of the mirasidars as the pOrakud;~ It is beyond 
doubt that wages have considerably risen during recent years. transplanting 
and harvesting, wages are double what they were twenty, years ago, and there has 
been an increase in the price paid for cooly labour of every description ••.• Many 
causes have tended to improve the condition of both tenants and labQUrerB within 
the last forty years, but the facilities placed within their reach for eJ!1igrating have 
done more for them than anything else. Bo}h . classes,emjgrate. though chiefly the 
labourers, and all return with considerable savings, by means of which the porakudi 
becomes a landholder and the labourer sets up as a tenant. The returns show 
that, ,during the last ten years, 118,000 emigrants em barked from N egapatsm for 

'the ~traits Settlements, the average number per annum during the last six years 
being 15,000. In addition to this. the poorer classes in the south of the district 
emigrate in lar~ numbers to Ceylon, but no statistics are available to show their 
approximate number. As proof, however, of considerable savings remitted by 
emigrants from this part of the distr,ict, I. am informed that the money order 
transactions at the Post Office at Arinta.ngt, Patuk6ta taluk, are larger than at 
the head office in Tanjore," In the South.'Arcot and Chingleput districts, pannials 
do not seem to be as well off as in Tanjore. (In the Chingleput district, from Mr. 
Place's report, written in 1799, it appears thllt the earnings' of a Pannial and his· 
wife averaged alJOut 2i kalams of paddy or 105 pucka seers of 80 tolas. Now 
their eamiegs amount to 45 measures or 67i pucka seers,and very little is given in) 
the shape of perquisites or extra allowances. This is, rather surprising as one· 
would have expected that the vicinity of the town of Madras and the demand for 
labour there would have forced up wage~ Further inquiries might show that the 
present rate of wages assumed is under-estimated.f In Tinnevelly, Mr •• Brandt, the ' 
Sub-Collector, in 1872, estimated the income of al>ullan and his wife at Re. 42 
per annum and inferred from this that, for a considerable part of the year, they 
could not take a full meal at an:> Mr. Puckle, the Collector, who had much greater 
experience of the district was;llowever, of. opinion that the position of the Pullara . 
and free labourers of the district was remarkably good; they were better fed and 
clothed than similar classes in any of the districts south of Madras, and their 
houses, as a rule, were superior to, and very different from, the squalid huts that 
were to be found elsewhere. 

21 
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Casual labourers, who are employed as occasion arises, are paid at higher rates 
than regi"Ji8:r1arm-servants, and, notwithstanding the irregularity of employment, 
they appear to be better off than the Pannial class. In C?imbatore, according to 
Mr. Nicholson, casual wages are from 1 f.o3 measures daJly (3 to 9 lb.), allowing 
for season and demand--quite high wages being paid at harvest. Women find 
work for many months in the year on wet lands, from the collection of green 
manure to the work. of harvest. There is less to be done by them in gardens or 
still less on dry lands except at harvest, especially that of cotton, the· cost of 
picking which is estimated at from one-twelfth to one-eighth of the crop. Since 
the last famine, there has been a decided increase in the money price of work 
in this district; the labouring class was largely affected by the famine and conse
quently there is competition for labour especially in the towns where labourers are 
hard to get. Mr. Nicholson states thgt Wodders have even struck work on being 
refused the rate of 12 cubio yards of easy earth-work, 20 being a nominal rate. 
From 2 to 21 annas 'per day fol," ordinary unskilled male labourers and ] i to 
2 annas to females is about the average. Henoe a man.and his wife oan earn at 
least 31 annas per day or the equivalent of 12 to 15 lb. of dry grain in husk or 
8 to 10 lb. without husk. When paid in grain, the wages would amonnt to this 
quantity. For well-digging, it is usual to pay the labourers chiefly in grain, with 
an occasional sheep for the W odders, money being seldom paid by the regular ryot. 
Mr. Benson says of Kurnool, that the supply of labour is usually adequate to all 
rural demands, but of late years the construction of the Bellary-Kistna Railway 
has largely drawn on the supply and forced np rates near the places through which 
it runs. Of Beilary, Mr. Sabapathy Mudaliar (see appendix) says: "This year 
(1890) the cotton and cholum crops having been exceptionally favourable and 
cotton crops having ripened .simultaneously in almost every place, the labouriug, 
e1asses were benefited thereb,.. to an enormous extent. The wages which were 
paid were three .times as high as those ordinarily paid before the current year." 
He adds that the increase in the number of cotton presses has been the cause of 
·giving technical knowledge to numbers of male and female labourers who are DOW 
able to earn exceptionally. high wages, i.e., Re. 10 to Rs. 15 per mensem for a man 
and Re. 6 to Rs. 10 for a woman, who do WOljk on the piece-work system. The 
same remark applies more or less to t;he Tmnevelly district also. In Tanjore 
temporary coolies are employed by the landholders whenever they have more work 
than can be dons by their own servants, especially in times of reaping, digging and 
levelling the fields. Tliey are mostly employed by contractors in road works and 
their daily wages are much higher than those of PanuiaJs-often double. 

Among agricultural labourers, the ·bighest class consists of those who-cultivate 
lands on the sh~tem. These labourers must be men of some means; they 
most ordinarily have at least ploughing cattle. The sharing system does Dot 
prevail to any great extent in the dry districts, for instance, in Anantapur.· In the 
few places of this district in which it prevails, the cultivator gets half the produce 
for mere labour and when he contributes cattle a still larger share. In Bellary, 
the vartim or cultivator's share is one-half ordinarily and two-thirds where cultiva
tion is expensive, as when water has to be baled or land overgrown with long 
grass has to be broken up. The cultivation expenses are borne by the tenant and 
the landowner pays the assessment. In both cases village servants' fees and the 
harvesting expenses are deducted from the produce before division. If the land
owner contributes half the seed, he takes half the straw. In the Salem district tbe 
conditions are very similar. In some cases where labour is not easily procurable, 
the produce is equally divided after the cultivation expenses are deducted. The 
cultivator a]so pays sometimes half the assessment, getting three-fourths or 
three-fifths of the produce, the landlord paying the full assessment. Sometimes, 
again, the arrangement is that the cultivator should take one-fourth or one-fifth of 
the net produce pluB a fixed quantity of grain. In the case of irrigation by baling, the 
landlord's and cultivator's shares are two-fifths and three-fifths, respe(ltively; the cost 
of seed and harvesting is shared equally. In the Cuddapah sub-division and in the 
Kanigiri talnk of the Nellore district, labourers who do not contribute anything for 
cultivation expenses are given, what is called, half a "bullock's share," that is, if 
the ryot has four bullocks, he employs four servants and gives each servant one-eighth I 
share of the produce. The" Pun gal" system in the Pollachi taluk of the Coimbatore 
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district is somewhat similar. Buchanan describes the system as it existed in 1800 as 
follows. -The Pun gals go to a rich farmer and for a share of the crop undertake to 
cultivate his lands. The farmer lends _the cattle, implements, seed and money or 
grain that may be rt>quired for the subsistence of the Pwnga18. He aleo gives each 
family a house. He takes no share in the labour which is all performed by the 
Pungals and their wives and children; but he pays the rent out of his share on the 
division of the crop which takes place when it is ripe. If a ryot employs six 
Pungals to cultivate hia land, the produce is divided into 15 POrtiODS which are 
distributed as follows: to the ryot for Government assessment, seed, &c., 6; to the 
ryot for profit 1 ; to the ryot for interest on money advanced 2; to the Pungals 6; 
total ] 5. Out of their share, the Pungals must repay the ryot the money advanced 
for their subsistence. The system as now practised is stated to be the following: 
If the ryot employs a Pungal to cultivate his fields, it is only when the latter is able 
to contribute plough-bullocks to some extent. '1'he produce is divided into two 
portions, of which one-half goes to the ryot as lfiI«:E'!:.~n,. The remaining half is 
divided between the ryot and the pungal according to the number of plough
bullocks contributed by each. 

In Tanjore, ilie varum or porakudi system is extensively prevalent. From 
Mr. Wa,uace's report, written in 1805, it appears that in this district in 1,012 villagesl 
lands were cultivated directly by tIle mirasidars, in 1898, lands were cultivated on 
the sharing system and in the remaining 1,923 villages the cultivation was oon
ducted under both systems. The varum or share given to the porakudi varied from 
22 to 30 per oent. of the gross produoe. Under the Mahratta Government, whioh. 
took 60 per cent. of the gross produce leaving only 40 per cent. to be divided 
between the mirasidar and the pora~udi, the share of the latter was as low as-
15 per cent. The porakudi varum now varies between 20 and 50 per cent., th~ 
lower rates prevailing in the delta taluks where orop is abundant and more-or less 
assured, and the higher rates in thellpland talllks where the orop is precarious. 
'l'here oan be no doubt that the position of the porakudis has very oonsiderabl 
improved, several of them having become landholders. Mr. Clerk observes" they 
are beginning to realize- the fact that they are masters of the situation IIndean 
dictate their own terms to the mirasidars. Of late years some of the porakudis 
have refused to cultivate on the varum system, which gives to the mil'asidar 75 
per cent. of the gross produce and ha:ve demanded a five ~~~~n y'ear!J:_l~!I8e_ '!-~ ~. 
fixed Ul!?~}~y __ !:~~t. These terms have been concededDyUie mll'a~!ldars ill favour 
or-f.1ie tenants masmueh as the rents have been fixed on a basIS of something 
like 65 per cent. of the gross produce instead of 75." The records, of the 
Registration Department show that grain and money leases are rapidly supersed
ing cultivation on the sharing system, and this proves that t.he porakudis -are 
becoming substantial farmers able to carry on oultivation without much help 
from the landlords and to pay the stipulated rent in all seasons. They are also 
enabled to enjoy the fruits of additional labour bestowed on the cultivation of 
the lands without having to share them with the landlords as under the porakudi 
system. The same improvement, it will be seen from the note of the District 
Registrar of Tinnevelly on the agricultural classes, printed in the appendix, is 
observable in the condition of the corresponding oultivating class in that distriot 
also, many of whom have saved money and bought landed properties; the general 
result being that, while the rent receiving olass is somewhat going down, the culti. 
vating class is rising gradually in importance. In the Coimbatore district, where 
the shariug system obtains to a oonsiderable extent, the share of the landlord on 
dry lands is now one-half the gross produce instead of as in 1839 one-half of the 
net produce after deducting the expenses of cultivation. In the South Canarl!> 
and Malabar districts, the varutD system does not obtain. lands being leased out to 
tenants on fixed mODPY and produoe rents. 

60. Laborers, other than agricultural, -are chiefly employed in towns, and their 
conditi.on~ improved. The 

n. La.borera other than agricultural. rates -or-wages per dl.elntor unskilled 
labor, according to the official returns, vary from 1 anna 9 pies in Vizagapatsm to 
7 annas 4 pies in Kumool. The average rate in towns for the whole Presidency 
is 3 annas 9 pies, while that in rural tracts is 2 annas 9 pies. The rate for Madras 
town is, however, on]y 4 annas, and the high rate in KUJ'llool is evidently due to 
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the recent o~en:ing of the .Bellary-Kistna railway. Employm~t i!, fai~{_cQ~al1t 
and an unskilled laborer 1D towns may be taken on an average to earn al10as per 
diem throughout the year, while the laborer in rural tracts earns about 2 aonas. 
The establishment of mills, the extension of railways, the increase of trade and 
the large expenditure, by Government on roads and irrigation works, aod by private 
individuals on- buildings, have forced up wages both in inland aod sea-port towns, 
as labor is. much in demand at these places. .Among the higher classes, it is Ii 

well.known fact that domestic servants, especially cooks and water-carriers, are 
hard to get, and their wages, in addition to food, have increased to three times of 
what they were thirty or forty years ago. -

61. In the preceding paragraphs I have endeavoured to give such particulars-
b • -.----- '-' eel as I have been able to obtain regarding In .. hat directi .... the la ormg - _va .mprov. h f' ul I 

t e wages 0 agrlc tura and otherlabor. 
It would, of course, be hopeless to attempt to state in exact numerical proportions 
the improvement in wages for the reasons already explained. Money. values ar'e 
fall~cious gIDdes in this respect, and it is impossible to assign money valuen-oper
quisites which are allowed on special and not regularly recurring occasions, and are 
regulated by customary usages and the good understan!iing between the employers. 
and the employed, rather than by contract. If it is necessary to sum up, in a 
single statement, the remuneration that is allowed in such a wide variety of forms, 
I should say that 2 anna!''per~ie!!l_a~~.QllK.h ~_J~......J>r __ Ilo_gtllLmpr~than 
twice the value of hisaaiI,y ratioIi_!!l ~alDL l!layJ>e take~as_ the average wages of 
an adilIrraoorer:----S-ervaritii on;he_a.~ castes,-sncli as l'ariahs llDaPallars, 
proliabl~--!>e~ent. less, as- they are not allowed.to enter the houses of tbe 
ryots and attend to cattle and other household work, whIle other servants, to whom 
the objection does not apply, probably get 2iL1?e;.:~t. 312re. -Taking the laboring 
classes as a whole, the improvement in their con I' III recent years is manifested, 
not in any clearly visible rise in the standard of living of the lowe@t grades or in 
the comforts that they enjoy, but in the fact of a considerable proportion of the 
laborers, who, under the old conditions, would have remained in the lowest grade, 
having been drafted. into the next higher grade, while a portion of the latter hilS 
gone into the grade which is next higher, and so on. Thus, a percentage of laborers 
of the Pannial class, as will be seen from Mr. Clerk's account, has gone into the 
grade of Porakudies, and a considerable percentage of Porakudies has gone into the 
class of tenants, paying definite rents in cash or kind, while a portion of the latter 
has acquired landed. property_ and become puttadars. Confining our attention 
to the lowest classes-the Pariahs and the Pallars-one would hardly be inclined 
to believe that their condition could, at any time, have possibly been worse than it 
is at present, but there is no doubt that this was the case. The statistics, compiltld 
in the Census office and kindly furnished to me by Mr. H. A. Stuart, show that, 
in the three districts of Tanjore, Chingleput and South .Arcot, in which these classes 
are found in large numbers, a eonsiderable proportion possesses landed property. 
In Tanjore, the Pallar' and Pariah population, according to tbe recent census, 
comprises 487,000 persons l of these, 24,600 persons, or 5 per cent. of the families, 
taking 5 persons to a family, possess land. In the Chingleput and South .Arcot 
districts, the PallaI' population is altogether insignificant. In the former district; 
of the Pariah population amounting to 302,250, 37,052 persons, or 12 per cent. 
-of the families possess land. In the South .Arcot district the number of possessors 
of landed property is very considerable, being 175,276 out of a population of 
535,000, or 33 per cent; of the families. .As regards the landless laborer'S, all the 
measures of Government during the last 10rty or fifty years have tended to 
ameliorate the condition- of the lowest down.trodden classes so far at! it is in th" 
power- "flaws or administrative 8rrangemen~s to do so; and in. this. respect the 

• The .• tatute of laborer., tho .tatute of apprOn. pohcy pursued by t~e IndIan Govern
tioe' and • mollitudo of I .... against colllbinatioDl of ment has been more liberal than that in 
workmen wo", all onacted in England in the interest of f - .• E I d't If t'll 'th' 

·taI.-.tI The last remnants of oombination IaWIEI were' orca In ng an 1 se 1 WI In very 
... p. • • .A' I abolioh.d only in 1875, .... d thoy were enforcod with oon- recent tlmlls. grIcultura slaveI'Y, 
.iderablo .. veri.,. 00 reoontl,.ul_·which, in this country, originated'mostly 
in voluntary contract, was abolished in l!i44, and laborers declared to be free to 
carry their labor w~ere they pleased or to emigrate without being subjectAd to any 
harassing restrictions, such as those 'in force in Russia, for instance, where no 
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p:Rs&nt is allowed to travel 30 miles from his own CO?7lllllUne without observing 
Irksome formalities and paying from '7,. to lOs. for a passpol1;. Laborers freely. 
emd~ t~urma, the Straits Settlements, Ceylon, Mauritius and the -West Indies. 
an as r. lerk, the Settlement Officer in Tanjore, points out, very often laborers 
who' have received advances or loans from landholders·" do take. their departure 
without payment." The laborers are now quite aware that the higher classes. dare 
not molest them, and the abolition of the system of. con'~(J or com1,ulsory labor on 
Government works has taken away all excuse lOrIlolng so. ~he abolition of 
to_rture, as one of the recognised methods of enforcing discipline, ofOOIrecting .the 
revenue or detecting crime, and the severity with which violations of the law in this 
respect have been punished, have clearly demonstrated to the landholders that the 
employment of the old coercive methods in the exaction of work will not be tolerated 
by Government, and that laborers might be coaxed to remain in their service, but 
not compelled to do so. The non-recognition of claSs distinctions and. the special 
privileges claimed by mirassidars to keep the lower classes out of the occupation 
ofland, and the uniform treatment accorded to all puttadars, whether, recent occu
pants or ancient mirassidars, in all administrative arrangements have raised the 
position of the lower classes, if they have somewhat depressed that of the higher 
classes. Numbers among the Pariah population have enlisted as sepoys, alld several 
have found employment in the domestic establishments of Europeans as cooks, 
nurses, horsekeepers, gardeners, &c .. , . and also.in factories, plantations and railways. 
Missionary agencies have also done this class invaluable service' by establishing 
schools and by teaching,them to live, whenever their circumstances would permit of 
it, in a more respectable manner than they have been accustomed to do for ages, and 
by interfering for their protection and advocating their cause whenever there is any 
real or fancied danger of their being oppressed by the classes above them. I am 
informed that forty or fifty years ago, in some parts of the country, landholders used 
to have two measures, one of the usual caI?acity for ordinary transactions,. and I 
the other, a somewhat smaller one" for measurmg out wages to the laborers who were I 
thus cheated out of a part of their customary dues. This infamous practice has now. 
I believe, been completely discontinued •. Further, amelioration of the condition of 
this class.must be the outcome of educatiQn~iejl-eDlploYl1d in connection with 
missionary enterprise; and indeed, the beSt thing that can happen to them is con
version to either the Christian or the. Muhammadan religion, for there is no. hope 

• __ ,_ b ----~ biI tbrop' for them within the pale- of Hinduism. 
AD attempt ..... ~ '7 ~ P an >0' h d· f hi h ., ted· 

Hindu gentlemen in Myeore, under the inspiration of the t e or mances 0 W C ongtna m a 
IateMr.C.R.ngaChorl.,toorganile a syatemofteachinl! . state of things in which it was necessary 
fot' t.he Paria.h popnlatiOD, in ordQ that some impression fi . mall . . fl· f 
might be m .... on th. d .... ;g.oran .. and grovolling . or a s mmorlty 0 co omsts 0 a. 
superB.ition of this 0..... The attempt, how ..... , alto· superior race with a view to prevent their 
ga.her failed. . civilization f;om becoming swamped by 
the surrounding barbarism, to construct .. moral barriers," which would absolutely 
prevent fusion of races. The lower classes themselves are finding out this and the 
work of conversion is proceeding apace in some parts of the Presidency, for instance, 
in Tinnevelly, Nellore, Kistna and Malabar. Mr;. Mciver, in the. census report of 
1881, writes: .. The extensive conversion to Muhammadanism of the lower castes 
of Hindus in Malabar has, for some years, been a matter of notoriety. The Bocial 
4istinctions created by caste are very marked in parts of the West Coallt districts, 
and some of the lower castes occupy a very degraded position. The.advantages 
which Moplahs or Hindu-sprung Mussulmans enjoy in this respect are obvious 
enough, and this seems at last to· have dawned on the lower caste Hindus. The 
Moplahs were willing to receive them, and the .work has of late years thriven." 
The increase of the-Muhammadan population of Malabar in the decade ending 

-1881 was 12·3, wlJ,ile the increase in the total population was only 3·4 per cent. 
The Anglican missionaries in TinneveUy, and the Baptists in Kistna and, N ellorl1, 
made large additions to their followers in the ten yeM'S ending 1881, the increase in 
the Christian population in the three districts in that decade being 3'7 ·4, 3 '71·9 and 
690·4 per cent., respectively, while there was an increase in.the total population of 
TinneveUy and Kistna of only 0·34 and 6·!i2 per cent., respectively, and. a decrease 
in NeIlore of 11·4 per cent. on account of the famine of 18'76-'78.A~ soon as a 
person of the lowest classes of the Hindu, populatidn. is converted either to the, 
Christian or the :Muhamma~ ~ligion, he e~erges I!t a bound from his,po!lition '?~ 

22, 
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social degradation, and is acknowledged by persons belonging to the higher cla"~8e8 
to have dOlle 80; and he often turns the tables against the latter by calling them 
.. Kafirs" or "Heathens." It is also noteworthy to what extent the removal of the 
social stigma of degradation stimulates the indnstrial activity of the classes who 
have been relieved.of it. The Moplahs ofMaiabar, for instance, are far more IICtive, 
enterprising and well to do than the classes of the Hindus from whom t\>ey have 
'seceded. The work of conversion, however, can only proceed pari pUB1/, with the 
improvement in the material condition of the lower classes of which it is both a 
consequence and a cause; for, conversion implies a desire to live a more respect
able life on the part of the degraded classes than what they have been accustomed 
to, and the means for doing eo must be within reach before the desire is felt. As 
regards the further amelioration of the condition of the Pariah population, which 
has recently excited so much public attention, it seems to me that it would be erro
neous to a88ume that they are worse off now than they were fifty years ago, or that 
they are oppressed by the landholders. On the contl'ary, they are distinctly better 
off than before in the sense that they have a great mauy more opportunities of 
bettering their condition than were available under the old regime, and of which an 
appreciable percentage of the class has actnally availed itself. There is, however, 
still a large class which, though somewhat better than before, is in a deplorably 
miserable and degraded condition, and its amelioration must, as already observed, 
be brought about by educational agencies; and it is in this directiou that the efforts 
of Government should be directed, and not, as is sometimes advocated, to the 
procuring of benefits to the laboring classes at the expense of the land· owning 
classes which can only have the effect of introducing among the two classes, so 
necessary to one another, a spirit of mutual hostility similar to what is growing 
np in England to the injury of both. There is one hopeful feature in the situ
ation, 'Viz., that the Pariahs notwithstanding centuries of social degradation, are 
singularly docile, attached to their masters, amenable to instruction and not unin
telligent; and there can be little doubt but that a great deal may be made of them 
and that their improvement is not such a difficult. or hopeless undertaking as one 
might be inclined to think when one sees their present degraded condition in the 
rural parts. When we compare the smart intelligent looking servant in an Anglo
Indian household with the .. Pannial" who, in point of inwlligence, does not, to all 
appearance, compare very favorably with the cattle he tends, we should be hardly 
inclined to suspect that the two belong to the same class of the population. 
Pariahs who serve as sepoys in the Indian army have the reputation of being the 
best of the recruits from the population of Southern India. 

62. Among the propertied classes, the military classes, and more especially the 
. Poligars who used to lead phmdering 

. In. Properti~d ciao ... ether than I&ndhclders, m....,.... expeditions have become peaceful land-
w • .... d prcfOllBicmal .-... h Id . 'd ··h . o ers. an ,as sue , whlle they have 
bAIiefited by the rise in the profits of landed property, they have lost their old 
power and infiuen('e. Referring to the Poligars and the robber castes of the Tinna
velly District, Biehop Caldwell says :-" Of the many beneficial changes that have 
taken place, one of the most remarkable is that which we SE>e in the PoligaTs them
selves. The Poligarhas become a Zemindar, and has changed his nature as well 
as his name. One can scarcely believe it possible that the peaceful Nayaka and 
Marava Zemindars of the present day are the lineal descendants of those turbulent 
and apparently untameable chiefs, of whose deeds of violence and daring the history 
of th6. last century is so full. One asks also, can it really be true that the peaceful 
Nayaka tyots of the present day are the lineal descendants of those fierce retainers 
of the Poligars who were 80 ready, at the merest word of their chief, to shed either 
their own blood or that of their chiefs' enemies jl The change. wrought amongst 
the poorer classes is not perqaps so complete, but many of them have merged their 
traditional occupation of watchmen in the safer and more reputable occupation 
of husbandmen, and it may fairly be said of the majority of the members of the 
caste that though once the terror of the country, they are now as amenable to law 
and reason as any other classes." The only question is whether, under the Roman 
peace established by the Bripsh Raj, the transformation above described is not 
too complete. and whether, while the suppression of the power of lawless chiefs 
and their retainers was, at the outset, undoubtedly the first condition of civilized 



87 

government arid general progress; the time has not now arrived for finding' some 
means of utilizing the waning martial spirit of th~se classes, before it is'"completely 
crushed out, for purposes of the defence of the country in the,bour of tTial, ,when 
every available resource may have to be strained 'to the utmost. The problem is 
certainly a difficult one, but it cannot be that British statesmanship will be unable 
to find a solution, more especially as already steps have been taken for rendering 
the armies maintained by Native States effective for purposes of Imperial defence.' 
Whether it may not be possible to introduce some plan by which the bigger Zemin
dars, whose estates areas large as small kingdoms, might be entrusted with the, 
duty of training a certain numberoof militia-men to be kept as a kind of reserve 
for purposes of Police and internal defence in times of danger, under strict supf>r
vision and adequate guarantees for good behaviour, it is not competent for lay
Rlen to decide j we can only note the necessity for something being done in this 
direction. Meanwhile, the entire closure of a military career to the junior mem,. 
bers of Hindu and Muhammadan families of. high rank and military reputation, 
and the necessity imposed on all of them to obtain a living entirely out of the. 
landed estates of the heads of their families which do not grow with the growth 
in their numbers, or to enter a civil profession for which they may have no special 
aptitudes, is a serious drawback from the point of view of that many-sided deve
lopment which is an essential condition of the economic progress ,of the country. 

Another class, which has suffered under the present r6gime, consists of t.he 
favourites and minions of Native chiefs who had fattened on the substance of the 
poor and are now no longer allowed to do so. It is the existence of this class, to 
some extent, that gives the capital cities of Native States an appearance of greater 
wealth and prosperity than is the case in the cities of British territory, where 
wealth is more diffused and less concentrated in particular localities. The town of 
Tanjore is an instance. 'Xhough the Rajah of Tanjore was relieved of the admin
istration of that province in the beginning of the century, he was paid annually 
for over half a century one-fifth of its revenues for the maintenance of his court 
bE'sides a fixed allowance of tpree and a half lalls, and all this money was spent 
within that single town. Thousands of families lived 1)n his bounty j pli.latial 
buildings sprang up in various parts of the town, and music and painting and 6ther 
arts, which minister to the pleasures of a luxurious court, flourished. When the 
Raj became extinct, misfortune overtook the thousands of fa.milies of unproductive 
consumers who had not been bred in any usefUl occupa.tion, and 'the town has not 
yet recovered from the blow, while the other towns in the district have greatly 
increased in size and wealth. The ruined buildings in the Tanjore town no doubt 
attest its former magnificence, and place in strong relief its present decayed 
condition as a centre of wealth; but in point of fact, industrially speaking, the 
town is not now, probably, in a less flourishing condition than it was ever before. 

A. third class, which hasjJllliea_se!lhU;!Jllll..bers, b-y!.bs lost inj~:t!~~are 
of the wealth ~f the country, consists of the Native ba~~~rS;-S0vi);3rs a!ld Banlans. 
Formerry;lfierewMno security for property eiceptln thecapltal c1tles and their 
vicinity, and all the wealth was found concentrated there. A. few men, who were 
in favor with the chiefs, monopolised all the banking business of the country; 
issued bills of exchange (or Hundis), and cashed them, and thus made colossal 
fortunes like the .. Navakoti Naraina Chetti .. of the Hindu tales. Their associa
tion with the ruling chiefs, whose necessities they fed, gave them immense power, 
and though they were themselves sometimes plundered, as for instance, when 
Hyder levied a contribution of 70 la.khs of rupees from .thebankers of Mysore, 
they had great opportunities of enriching themselves by altering the rates of 
exchange for coins, of which large numbers were current. According to Mr. Grant 
(1787), Zemindars and others had to offer as security" teeps" or promissory 
notes of Sowkars, or other moneyed men, for about two-thirds of the revenue ,of 
the tracts of country farmed out by Government to them. Mr. White, a member 
of the Council of the Governor of Fort St. George, in 1793, mentions that, by the 
low value fixed on copper currency and the trioks of theSowkars in altering, 
the rate of exchange, the poor cUltivators were defrauded of a great, part of ,the 
wages of th5lir daily labor, that the ahroffs used to .raise or lower, in a few days, 
by oombination. the rates of exchange by 10 or 15 per cent.. and that the evil 
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had operated, in a material degree, to depopulate the country during the famine 
which had then occurred." 'I'he account given by Tavernier B8 to the rates of 
discount on bills of. exchange issued by Indian bankers .will show how their 
gains were made up. .The rates of exchange for goods rayable at Surat within 
two months were at Lahore on Surat, 6t per cent.; Agra to Ii per cent.; Sironj 
3 per cent.; Burhanpore 2t to 3 per cent.; Dacca 10 per cent.; Patna 7 to 8 per 
cent.; Benares 6 per cent.; Golconda from 4 to 5 per cent.; on Goa from 4 to 5 per 
cent.; Deccan 3 per cent.; Bijapur 3 per cent. and Dowlatabad 1 to It per cent. 
Tavernier adds" In some years the exchange rises 1 to 2 per ClInt., where there 
are Rajahs or petty tributary princes, who interfere with trade, eacll claiming that 
the goods ought to traverse his territory and pay him custom. '1'here are two in 
particular between Agra and Ahmedabad, one of whom is the Rajah of Antawar 
(Danta or Dantewar), and the other the Rajah of BE.'rgam (posslbly Wunga6n). 
who disturb the merchants much in reference to this matter. One may, however, 
avoid passing the territories of· these two princes by taking another route, from 
Agra and . Surat by way of Sironj and Burhanpore; but these are fertile lands, 
intersected by several rivers, the greater nl!mber of which are without bridges and 
without boats, and it is impossible to pass until two months after the rainy season. 
It is for this reason that tbe merchants, who have to be at Surat in thE.' season 
for going to sea, generally.take their way through the country of thE.'se two Rajahs, 
because they are able to traverse it at a.U seasons, even in the time of th.e rains, 
which consolidate the sand with which the whole country is covered. Besides, it 
is not to be wondered at that the exchange is so high, for those who lend the 
inoney, rUD, for their part, the risk that if tbe goods are stolen the money is lost to 
them." Tavernier's remarks illustrate the difficulties which trade had to contend 
with owing to the general insecurity of property in the country and the absence of 
easy communications, and they further show how it was possible for 8 few mer
chants and bankers to accumulate enormous wealth at the expense of the general 
community. We thus learn that the banking firm of Jaggat Sait, of Moorshedabad, 
was plun.dered during the Mahratta invasion of 1742, of specie to the amount of 
2! millions sterling. T1'3de in the old days was, in fact, one of peril and adventure 
and restricted to a few individuals, who reaped enormous profits, which were 
sometimes expended in the construction of alms-houses and temples, caravansaries, 
roads and bridges. All this is now changed. The extension of the BI'Curity of 
property to· all parts of the country, the adoptiQn of a uniform currency, the 
introduction of the money order system and of currency notes and state bauks 
and the creation of a publio stock in which money can be invested with perfect 
security, have rendered it now. impossible for the money-lending classes to make 
the enormous gains which they did in former times. Their loss, in this respect, 
however, is as nothing compared with the immen~e gain to the publio resulting 
from the decentralization of money and capital, increased conveniences for the 
transfer of money, and the more secure investment of savings. The vaille of the 
money orders now issued· at trifling cost amounts annually to 12 millions Rx. for 
the whole of India, and 1·3· million Rx.for the Madra.'1 Presidency; the bank 
notes in circulation amount to 16 millions and 2 millions respectively. The 
deposits in the saviligs banks have also inoreased from 0·4 millions Rx. in 1857-58 

I U Yr. Warden, the .Collector of Mo.1abar, mentions a curious arrangement a.bout the farming of kaal (oopper 
coinl) which was in fo~e at Palgha.t in 1801. Be BaY., II The peraoo farming the coinage fixes his OWD partioolar stamp 
upon the Dew kaaa. which he inteDdB coining and circulating for the period of hi. lease which is limited to one year. 
The introduction of the new Jmas .takes place in tbe MaJabar month of Chingum (part of August and September), 
at whioh time it is Bold for 22 ku.&a the Vemy fanam, and continues at this price till the month e>f Maka.ram (January 
and February), in which month, there being a. fair in one of the villages of the oountry <at whioh a.n immense non .. 
course of people assemble), the former attenda it with hiB ka.as and dispOlles of them ... the rate of U to the fanam, 
after which -the price deoreB8es in proportion to the demand there might be in the bazaar, till the latter end of 
Xhnmbum (beginning of Marcb), in whioh month another fair happens, when the farmer disposes of his kIWI at 26 
or 28 the fana.m. The sale or exchange of kau, after the ooncJusion of this fair, beoom88 free o.nd oommon. to all, and 
the Dl"wa.nd old kaas indiscriminately pass at one and the same value. During the period that the restraint continues, 
viz., from 'Chlngum to Khnmbum (seven mon$hs), every persQn wiahing to exohange .. 'anam in the buu.r i. 
requit'8d to receive it from. the farm.er at the price at which his bas might be current at the time. Bis own kaaa it: 
to be the only one cnlTeDt at the bazaar during the above period.i and all the old k8aa (those coined in th.." years pre .. 
t'"-eding, o.Jtbough their intrinBio·valoe iB the aame with, and o/IM b6tter than, th&t oftha new) are bought up by the 
farmer at the rate of 150 old to 100 new. and he is at liberty to take them wherever he can find them pUling in the 
ba.zaar. Bond give bis own kaaa in exchange &ti the above rate. Theae old bat he either recoins anew or 1'6Ber9'efI 
them till tbe EQontb of Khumbum, when old aud new pMsing without distinction hA disposes of the former, which 
1:Ie got before at 50 per ceut. discount Rt their red or what may be their current value in the bazaa.r. whioh is from 
86 to 88 to & fanam. Besides the above privilege., he haa that of levying a kau daily from every Ihop that may be 
Opell in the ~r. This ia an institution. which baa been of vary ~ld Btand.i.ng and not one of late introduct.icm.'· . 
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. to 6·9 millions Ri in 1889.90 for the whole of India. There cali he no doubt, 
however, that· with the increa.se of· trade and the growth of. a money economy, 
money.lending classes have increased in large numbers and spread. all through 
the 'country instead of being confined to the towns; According-to the returns 
of income-tax for the year 1890·91, there were' in this ~esidency 14,621 money
lenders with· incomes exceeding Rs. 600 per annum. There is no means of form· 
ing .an estimate of petty money.lenders with less income than Rs: 500. . The tax, 
paid by the former class amOUnted to nearly Rs. 3,59,000,' and the income assessed 
:inay be estimated at 1·6 millions Rx. The income is not large a.s. compared. 
with the incomes in European coufitries, but it is much larger than was ,the ca.se 
formerly in this country, and, being made up of smaller' profits than before; 
denotes increased activity of trade. -

Other mercaI),t.il~.~ncL~r~t:ljIlg classes have increased· largely in -number~ and 
are in a prosperous conditiOn, owing to the development of trade of which a full 
account has already been given. .As in the case of money·lenders, the income of 
this class is made up of small gains in a large number of transactiohs. and not by 
large profits in a small number of transactions. This is a wholesome change, for, 
as has been pertinently observed, the advantages of trade cali 'no more be measured 
by the gains of individual traders than the r.dvantages of learning by the salaries 

. of schoolmasters. The gains of trai:1ers represent the sacrifice incurred for securing 
the advantages of trade, and' the less the sacrifice and'the more the volume of 
trade, the greater the advantage to the general community. . 

. - Among the lear~ed prof1fi~o~the official classes 'have also increased in 
numbers, owing especIally to t mcreased activity of looal fund administration. 
Barristers, vakils and other legal practitioners are rising into importance. Accord~ 
ing to the income-tax returns the income assessed, that is, of persons who get 
not less than Rs. -500 per annum is about 26 lakhs of rupees. 1,034 persons get 
an income of nearly 10 lakhs of rupees and 267 persons an'income of 16 lakh!l 
of rupees. Of the latter, 47 persons, with an income of about 6t lakhs, reside 
in the Presiqencytown, and 220 persons, with an income of 10i lakhs, reside in 
the mofussil stations. 

63. Among the artizan classes, the qecliJ}.e-OLh;wd.l2oin weavers .has already 
, IV. Artiz&n.. . bee~ referred ~o..All' handicrafts ~at"' 

rODlzed by natIve courts, such as pamt. 
ing, manufacture of articles of luxury, pith.work, &0., have disappeared with those 
courts. This change is due not so much to the c9mpetition of European manu· 
factures as to the revolution in taste. The decline of indigenous arts is certainly 
a matter for regret, but it IS a smaIl factor in the present economic condition of the 
country. As regards cotton hand·loom manufactures; Mr. T. N. Mukharji, in his 
.Art Manufacturetl of 1nrUa, says: .. Notwithstanding the extent of their present 
production, cotton manufactures in the old style are in their las,t gasp. The few 
Bmall pieces of. wood and bamboo tied with shreds of twine and thread, whicpthe 
weaver calls his loom, and which he can as easily maKe himself as buy from his 
neighbour, the ·village carpenter, can no-more compete with the powerful machi~ 
nery than a village cart of Western Bengal can run a race . with the • Flying 
Scotchman.' Yet the wonder is that cotton fabrics' can still be manufactured 
with the old prilI)itive loom allover the country. In one. sense, it is' a misfortune 
that it should be BO ; for it shows the low· value of human labor in. India. Machi • 
.nery, with all its modern improvements, seems to contend in vain with a moribund 
industry, that must linger on as long as the worker in it has nothing more to do 
than to produce from it 4a. a day as the joint earnings of himself, his wife, a boy 
and a girl. Those that wield the machinery should lay their heads together 
.and devise means to teach the people hQw better. to employ their hands in other 
crafts. Another reaSOIl why Indian looms can still compete witlrLancashire goods 
is that the European process of manufailtl!re has not yet been able t.o give the 
fabrics that strength for which native manufactures have a rp.putation. Nor has 
machinery yet been able to make those gossamer, fabrics for which' a wealthy 
Indian always paid a fabulous price." In the present stage of industrial develop~ \ 
.ment it is the useful and not the artistic and ornamental' that is likely to be sought I 
after in this country, and it is perhaps right that this should be BO. When the . ~ 
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whole community was divided into two section If, olie consisting'of Ii few individuallt 
enormously rich and living entirely on the produce of the labor of the other con
sisting of an immense mass of the population in abject poverty whose property 
and even life was completely at their mercy, there was room for the existence of IIr 

class of handicraftsmen who could obtain a living by manufacturing articles of 
luxury. Now the greater' diffusion of wealth and· the decline of the classes who 
patronized them have rendered it necessary that these artizans should turn their 
attention to the manufacture of such articles as are i! general demand among the 

.\IIlopu)ation. When wealth increases and a class of merchant princes such as mark 
a high and Dot a low stage of industrial And commercial development springs up, 
there "!rill again arise a demand for articles ofluxury, though not necessarily of the 
old type. 

!l'he condition of black-smiths, brass-smiths, gold-smiths, carpenters and 
masons is very prosperous, owing'to the demand for jewels, for substantial houses 
and for metal vessels which are coming into general use. The cheapened cost 
of metals,fncluding gold and silver, has created the demand for metal vessels and 
jewels. ~ince 1850, abou~ 140 mi~lions sterling worth of ~old and.a still larger 1 
value of silver have been Imported mto the country, and th1s great mflux of the' 
precious m~tals provides sufficient occupation for gold-smiths. The wages of arti. 
zane generally, as will be seen from the statement of wages printed in the appendix, 
have greatly risen. Of the Coimbatore District, Mr. Nicholeon remarks that town 
wages are very high; higher indeed, considering the efficiency of the workman,
tlian in England. Irrespective of the quantity of work, the food purchasiI!g powcr 
of the wages of skilled labour in towns is quite equal to that of similar wages in 
England, where money is five or six times as cheap and the artizan's wants 
much more numerous, owing to the cold and damp climate and other demands. 
Ordinary carpenters can, with their daily wages, buy about 20 or 22 lb. of dry grain 
free of all husk (30 to 33 lb. with the husk). As the artizan's sons work with him, 
and as work is plentiful and the caste a small one, he is well ofi. Tables and 
chairs, which are coming into use among the educated classes, have afforded increased 
employment to carpenters, while they have afiected prejudicially the carpet-weaving 
industry. Another noticeable feature in the present situation is the gradual rise 
of the capital artizan who; ~o some extent,turns out finished products in his factory 
and sells them, instead of merely fashioning the materials supplied to him by persons 
in need of the articles and receiving the wages of labor. 

64. The best means of finding out whether the economic condition of the 
The atauw.rd of liw.g. 

country has improved or not is to enquire 
whether the standard of living has risen 

or Dot among all but the lowest classes of laborers who' pra<:tically live from 
hand to mouth. There is ample evidence that this has been the case." On this 
point I have obtained the opinions of a number of gentlemen who have had ex
ceptional opportuniti,es of forming an inttllligent and trustworthy opinion as to the 
condition of landowners in. different parts of the country at. the present time 
as compared with their condition in the old days; The facts stated in the pre
vious portions of this memorandum place it beyond doubt that the vast majority 
of landQwners were in a state of abjoot poverty amounting to almost des
titution fifty years ago. Reference should be made in particular. to the des
cription of the income and the ways of living of even the richer ryots given by 
Mr. Bourdillion, whose account ie printed in the appendix. It is true that there 

If The folloWing extract from. a reeent report of the Oouimiasi0D8r8 of Publio Debt on the condition (Ii I!Inropean 
Turkey (written by Mr. Vinoent Caillard, the EngJisb ComJnissioner). will show what are the symptoms of a real daten .. 
oration in the economio oondition of the 111&&888 of the popula.tion. The" peasant, in the interior, hu redlloed bis want. 
to their limplest expression, and signs are to hand whiob show him to be leaa a.nd lees able to pnrobaae the few necee
Haria! he requires. For instance, a few years ago in many decent peasant honseholda oopper oooking utenail. were to be 
leen. Now theT are 8<'-&rge1y to be found, and they have.been sold to meet the preuing needs of the moment. Their 
pla.oe baa been taken by clay utensils, and, in the aase of the more aiB.uent, by iron. The peasant'. obief ezpeD&ea
Jie in hiB wom.en folk. who require Pl'int etuJre for their dressee and lin.n lor their under- clothing, but of tbese 
he gets ... little Be posaible, aince loll often as not, he oannot pay tor them. This IImalb18l891 lnargiQ is one of 
the f'888ona why the amount of importation ~C1'eB8e8 80 Blowly. The peasant bardlyever pays for bis purchRleB io. 
cash; what little he baa goes in taxes. He effeota his purche.sea by barter. Another significant sign is the inoreaee 
of brigandage -whioh baa taken place. New baonds of brigands are oontinua11y springiug up j reports from the 
interior are ever bringing to our knowledge some fresh acts of violent robbery. This limply meana that men, des. 
pel'&tely poor and refusing to starve, take to brigandage as a meGlUI of living." It will be obaerved that in Southern 
India, 10 far as the oonditions of tbe present dift'er from. the paet~ the change, baa 1iak8D. plaoe iD. euotly the reverse 
iireclion to "hat baa ooourred in European Turkey. . . 
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is a oonsiderable portion of the ryot class .which atill answers to Mr.' Bourdillion's, 
description, but it is also true that there is a class-a daily increasing one:"", 
which seeks and enjoys more comforts. This is evidenced in 'various waYII., 
The numbeL.Q!J!,ouses as shown ,by the last census has increased it! ",_greater'ratio 
than the population; and tiled and terraced houses are superseding the old thatclied 
cottage8.~Better clothing, especially of· elegant .and costly kinds for women, 
has oome into ordinary use among the higher classes in most districts, and ,ill 
the Southern districts women of the present day will not,. as Mr; Seshaiyar,' 
Professor of the Kumbak6nam College, observes, even look at the coarse clothing J 

r.,. A diz • which their grandmothers wore. .In the, 
ppen • richer fa~ilies servants for doing the 

menial work are being more largely employed than before. Much larger quan
tities of gold ,p.nd silver jewels are now worn. Metal vessels have,;to a very 
large extent, taken the place of earthen vessels, even among the lower claSses, 
and rice is becoming a part of the ordinary diet of the classes which, in former 
days, would have used it as a luxury on special festive .occasions. A great 
deal' of money is being spent on the education of children. The mone:y ex
pended in school-fees for a single boy would formerly have sufficed to malritain 
two adults. It is true, at the same time, that everybody feels that his means are 
inadequate to the satisfaction of his wantll,. but this is not because his means have 
not increased, but because his wants have increased in a still grater ratio. Formerly,' 
none but the richest would have dreamt of giving collegiate· education to their 
children. Now persons with very small means wish to educate their sons and' 
make great sacrifices for. this purpose. Sometimes the sons turn out well, but 
occasionally they do not, and, in the latter case,. great is the suffering inflicted 
on the parents. Nevertheless, the general effect, both on the parents and the sons, 
of this state of things, is very beneficial. . Formerly, the father,would have pinched 
himself and saved to leave his children property for subsistence. Now he saves 
to give them education leaving them to earn their living. Indeed, the benefits of 
education are so much appreciated that even if the father be not willing to educate 
his children, the mother insists on its being done. Lads who have. been educated:. 
and who have passed University examinations are 80 much sought after by parents 
as suitable husbands for their daughters that they command a high price in the 
matrimonial market. The following extracts from the report of the Bengal 
Salaries Commission, 1886. describing the rise in the standard of living among the, 
official and other classes in that province, might almost, word for word, be taken as 
acourately portraying the cOndition of things in the more advanced districts in ~hiB 
Presidency :-' . 

.. We find it quite impossible to arrive at any definite conclusion as. to the 
actual cost of marriages, because our informants' statements vary so much one 
from the other. It seems,however,.that the marriage of a son does not, as a rule,. 
cost so very much more than it did in old da.ys; indeed, some people tell us that 
a father may even 'gain by his son's marriage. It is a strange but undoubted 
fact thata.cademical distinctions command a very, high price in the matrimonial 
market, a youth who has several • Uni"lrtrily passes' being regarded as a very 
desirable parti and having to be highly paid to induce him to. bestow his hand in 
marriage. It would also' seem that • Kulibism,' or the practice of· marrying 81 
daughter to a man of the very highest section of one's caste, and paying a large 
sum for the honour of having so exalted a son-in-law, is dying out in proportion as 
academical honours and the success in life to which they lead are more and more 
valued. In either case, however, the cost of getting a daughter married is vefY. 
heavy, and at times is even ruinous, to men of limited means, such as are 11I0st of 
the ministerial officers; and the spread of education, so far from having led to more 
reasonable practices, seems rather to have exeroised a contrary influence. ".' •• 

II Native ladies and children also now wear more cloths than. formerly. .AI. 
though, for obvious reasons, we cannot go deeply into this delicatfl subjeot, we 
have ample evidence to show that both in material, fashion, and ornamentation; 
female clothing is more costly. than before. Child ren also,wl)o e'l'en. in respectable 
families wore no cloths at all during their early years, are now often clothed in 
expensive garments .. It must not, however, be forgotten that some artiQles of 
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c1~thing are cheaper 'than formerly, such as those made of English piece.goods 
and the' like. 'It is doubtful how far this oheapness oounterbalances the increased 
outlay caused by a love of finery. 
, ' " Under the head of dress comes the important question of, jewelry. This also, 
we t,hink, ,mu&t always have formed a serious item in Indian domestio ecouomy, 
because, in 4ays when life. and property' were unsafe, a man usuaUy invested his 
gains and savings ,in jewelry and gold and silver ornaments for his women. These 
could be buried in tbe ground.in time of danger Or sold to procure funds in time of 
distress. It seems therefore probable that the' increase of expenditure under this 
head, will be found rather in more exquisitll workmanship, the greater use of precious 
stones, !Iond more valuable materials generally, .than in the greater number of articles 
worn by native ladies. ' On this subject, one of the gentlemen, already quoted, writes 
all follows: • It would be tedious to enumerate the different items of jewelry; simple 
gold is now despised and a profusion of precious stones is considered indispensable. 
A .lady in the class of society to which I belong would be considered poorly adorne.d 
OIl three thousand rupees. Five thousand would be nearer the mark;' • • • 
, .~ With the progress of knowledge and science the old system of native medicine 

with, its charms,. incantations and otber superstitions is fast dying out, and resort 
is .freely had to the European method of treatment. The good derived from this 
change is great and palpable, and no man begrudges even heavy expenditure to 
save the li'1('8s of himself or his family. Many, however,look back, with some regret, 
to the native system, which, whatever its failings, was remarkably cheap. There 
was no suoh thing as the settled. daily fee of a physician, much less a fee for each 
'1('isit. The remuneration of a native physician (kabiraj) generally depended on 
the peouuiary means of the patient.' For ordinary cases requiring three or four 
days' treatment, a fee of a. oouple of rupees, including the price of medicine, was 
considered fair for a. family, man whose income was Rs. 20 or Re. 30 per mensem ; 
at the present time and under the altered system, four times the sum would meet 
the requirements of such a ease. In. mofussil stations the amla class suffer 
great distress owing to their inapility, for want of meanljl, to obtain good medical 
advice and medicine for their family and children." 

There can be no doubt that the higher and middle classes live much more : 
respectably than in the old days,and, as there is nothing in the present ,.eg·ime to, 
specially fl\vor these classes, and, as there are no such sharp differences in wealth i 
between the several grades of society as exist in European countries, the rise in the I 
standard of living, above noticed may be taken as an index of general prosperity.! 
The rise in the standard of living is sometimes very erroneously attributed to the l 
l'Iiffusion of habits of extravagance. . A sudden increase of prosperity before a taste 
for rational modes of enjoyment is developed, no doubt, gives rise to extravagant 
. unproductiv:e expenditure in particular directions, as was the case during the 
:years of the cotton famine when th.e ryots, especially in the Bombay Presidency, 
reaped enormous profits which 'were spent on marriages . and festivals with the 
result that, when the profits ceaSed; the inevitable crash soon followed.. Then 
the ryots learnt a lesson which wiUnot 'soon be forgotten. I know that in the 
Tanjore district there has been a wholesome change in ,recent years in this respect, 
less being now spent on marriages and.show on special occasions and more on edu
cation and substantialcomfort&. The slow rise in the standard of living, such as has 
been observable oflate years, cannot be the result'of formation of habits of extrava
gance, for .1argeseotions of sooiet.y cannot. continue to live well, unless they have 
the means to do so. .. An interestmg German wTiter," says Professor Cliffe Leslie, 
.' has reproduoed one of the popular theories of Elizabeth's reign-that luxury, 
ostentation, and expensive habits among all classes are the causes of the modern 
dearness of living, and not the abundance of money. There cannot, however, be 
more money spent, if people . have no more to spend than before. A mere change 
in the ideas and desires of society would add nothing to the number of pieces of 
money, ,and oould not affect ~he sum total of ' the pieces. If more money were 
Bpen~ upon houses, furniture, and show, less would remain, if pecu~iary means. were 
nob mcreased, to be spent upon labor and food, and the substantIal .. necessarles of 
life; and if the former became" dearer, the latter would at the same time become 
oheaper'. But., when people have really more money than formerly to spend, they 



93 

naturaTIy spend more than they formerly did; and their unaccustomed expenditure 
lS considered excessive and extravagant. And, when an increase in ~he pecuniary 
incomes of large classes arises from, or accompanies, grea! er commercial activity 
and general progress, there commonly is a general tsste for a better or more costly 
style of living than there was at a lower stsge of society. There is always, it is 
true, much folly and vanity in human expenditure; and masses of men do not 
become philosophers of a sudden because they are making more money. But thei~ 
state is improving on the whole when their trade is increa.'liug, and the value of 
their produce rising to a' lev"l with that of the most forward communi ties, and' 
when the lowest - classes are breaking the shackles of barbarous custom, and 
furnishing life with better accommodation than servile and ignorant boors could 
appreciate." These remarks are, to a great extent, applicable to the transformation 
that is taking place in this country among the higher classes and to some slight 
-degree among the lower classes of the population also. The desire to' live in a 
respectable manner, to give a good education to their Bons, to procure greater com.' 
forts, and it may be more expensive jewels for _their wives, and to marry their' 
daughters to young men who have received an English education and,who will not' 
treat them merely in the light of llOusehold drudges have compelled many men,. 
who, under the old conditions, would never have thought of leaving the neighbour-' 
hood of their villages, to proceed to distant parts of the Presidency in search of a 
competence. Even the mania for making jewels is not without its good side. It 
is quite as 'legitimate, if less refined, a mode of enjoyment as costly furniture, dress' 
equipage, horses and dogs. The difference between the two methods of enjoyment 
lies in the fact that in the latter case the superfluities which constitute articles of 
luxUry bear a sma.lJer proportion to the capital devoted to produotion than in the' 
former. Though the stsndard of living among the higher and middle classes in 
this country has risen, it is 88 yet nothing like what it is in European countries, 
and it ought to ,rise much higher if India is to attain to the same rank as European I 
nations in industrial development. What is it that makes a ryot in the Ceded 
Districts or in Ganjam so liable to suffer distrese when there is even a partial 
failure of crops? In the former district it is the capriciousness of the seasons and 
the low standard of living, and in the latter, isolation from the other parts of the 
country by want of communications and the, low standard of living, that is the cause 
of the ryot's poverty an!l' helpless condition. In countries in which people have 
very few wants and ean live cheaply, the population increases up to the liniits of 
bare subsistence, and, when a failure of seasons or other causes diminish in the' 
least degree their 'resources, they are deprived of food and die olfin large numbers.' 

65. Notwithstanding the great increase in population during the last decade. 
p of lat" " there is no reason to suppose that the po.' 

.......... POPU 'OD. ,pulation has as yet begun to press on the' 
iand in any part of the Presidency to such an extent as to cause any deterioration .J 
in the standard of living to which any class has hitherto been accustomed. The 
!iistricts]n which--P9Pul~tiQILPthEl_dtln§f3Rjdgeals9 dis~ricts in .which a~ classes of 
the population, not excepting even the lowest, are,_ comparatively speal6ng;-:-the' 
most..pr9ap!lrOUS, ~h~e districts in which populatio~ is sP!1'rse are tho~e ip,~hich 
tliEl InajOI' PI!-!"t of 1.~ ll!eil from hand",~~_~!lut~. ,~anJore, wlth ,a P?pUlatlOn as aense 
as 600 persons to tlie square mile, IS a typical lDstance of dlstrIcts of the former' 
class, and Anantapur and Kurnool, with 1340 and 109 persons, respectively. are 
examples of the latter. In Tanjore, as we have already seen, the real wages of 
agricultural labourers have considerably risen, and their condition has distinctly 
improved., The rate of increase of population in this district during the last 
deeade, viz., 4'5 per cent., is no doubt very low as compared with the general rat.Ej 
for the whole Presidency, amounting to 15'5 percent., but the reason for this is to 
be fouud not in insufficiency of the means of subsistence, but in emigration caused 
by the hi~her remuneration for labour obtainable in Ceylon, the Straits Settlements; 
Burma, West Indies, &c. From the emigration returns it appeaNI that the loss of 
population due to emigration, from 18th February 1881 to 26th Febl"llBry 1891, 
amounts to 97,237 persons, and if this number be added to the population as ascer. 
tained by the census of 1891, the real rate of increase in the Tanjore district will 
come out as 9'1 per cent., or double the rate ehowU by the census. It must also be 
'remembered that, as emigrants, are generally malfladults,the effect of emigration 
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on the birt"h rates; calculated with referenoe to "the whole population, is to depress 
t.he rates, while the effect of famine mortality, which falls heaviest on the old and. 
the" young, "Spal'ing mostly adults of the productive ages, is exactly the reverse. 
Thus the 97,000 emigrants, though forming only 4'5 per cent. of the total popu
lation, bear the proportion of IB per cent. to the adult male popUlation between the 
ages of 15 and 50, or, in other words, the reduction in the birth-rate due to emigra
tion, assuming it to have" operated throughout the ten years, may be taken at nearly' 
one-fifth. "The death-rates must also show an apparf'nt inorease in oonsequence of 
the larger proportion of the juvenile and aged persons left- in the population, among 
whom the mortality, even under normal conditions, is heavy. In no district, so 
far as -is known, is there any marked redundancy of labour in normal years, aml, 
since the last famine, there is a deficiency of it in several districts. Even in a 
densely-peopled district like Vizagapatam, with 452 persons to the square mile, it 
has been fouud necessary to import thousands of labourers from such a great dis
tauce as the Punjab, for the construction of the East Coast Railway, loral labour 
not" being procurable at anything like reaRonable rates. 'l'he same difficulty was 
felt in the Kurnool.and Kistna diRtricts when the Bellary-Kistna Rail way was under 
construction, large numbers of labourers having had to be imported from Poona 
in the Bombay Presidency. In Tanjore difficulty is now felt in finding labour for 
the construction of the Mayavaram-Mutupet Railway. Tht're are many tracts, 
even in"the river-irrigated tracts in the Nellore' and Kistna districts, where the 
extension of irrigation is held in check, owing to the paucity of labourers for carry
ing on cultivation. On the whole, therefore, it seems clear that it is not so much 
the pressure of" population as the precariousness of the seasons, which keeps down 
the economic condition of the ryots, especially in the distriots situated on the table-I 
land between the Eastern and the Western GMts. The Kurnool district contains 
a popUlation of about 817,000 persons. The area of ryotwar land under occupa
tion is about 1,135,000 million acres, and the extent of inam lands is 906,OGO acres 
or 2 millions in all. This gives on an average 2t acres per head of the popu
lation. "The average assessment of ryotwar land is nABrly 1 rupee correspond
ing to an Qutturn in dry grains, after deducting 25 per cent. on account 
of vicissitudes of seasons, of 600 lb. or 10 bushels according to the settlement 
calculations. Allowing even as much as It lb. per head of men, women and children 
-a .,ery high all-round-rate-the produce of one acre per head ought to be suffi
cient to feed the entire population, leaving It acre per he/ld for seed, for fallows. 
for purchasing the other neoessaries of life suoh as clothing and condiments and for 
payment of Government revenue_ There is besides an additional acre per head of 
inferior land assessed at 8 annas 10 pies available for occupation. and there is very 
great scope for extension of irrigation under the Cuddapah-Kurnool canal, should 
intensive cultivation in the form of application of irrigation in those sparssly-popu
lated tracts beoomenecessary. The Anantapur distFict, which is the driest and 
the poorest in the Presidency, contains a population of 708,000 persons. The 
area of ryotwar land under occupation is 933,000 acres, besides inam lands 608,000 
aores, or about I! million acres in all, which gives rather more than 2 acres per 
head." The poverty of the soil is shown by the fact that the average assessment is 
only 10 annas, while the average for the whole Presidency is 1 rupee. The ryot's 
condition is consequently more precarious in this district than in Kurnool. N ever
theless, even here the"outturn in all normal years is more than sufficient to feed the 
population. There is a large area of unoccupied land amounting to 1 acre per 
head of the population, available for cultivation. The average assessment oC this 
land is 11 annas 6 pies, and it is therefore preaumably not inferior in quality to the 
land now under occupation. This shows that the poverty of the district and the 
low condition of the population" is due to the precariousness of the SeaBons and 
sterile soil, and that the state of things was just the same or even worse when the 
population was only one-half ()f what' it is now. It must st the same time he 
admitted that, while it is undoubtedly true that the population has not so far 
trenched upon the means of subsistence, it is equally true that if the popUlation 
increases" in anything like the rate at which it has been doing during the last tAn 
years without not only a corresponmng incresse in the productive powers of lanGS 
but also in habits of thrift and prudence among the ryots themselves, every effort 
to amel!orate the condition of the masses, must sisyphus-like ep.d where it began, 
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During the last ten years, there is no doubt but that production has increased in 
!' greater rlltio than the population by the extension oi irrigation as is ev.idenced 
by the fact that, while the land revenue demand prior to 1876 was about 450 
lakhs, it is now 490 lakhs, or 40 lakhs in excess, inclusive of allowances to Hindu 
religious institutions deducted fl'om the beriz or the demand. Of these 40 lakhs, 
only ahout I) lakhs represent the increase due to enhancement of the settlement 
rates, the remainder being due either to extension of irrigation or to cultivation of 
superior soils which has become profitable owing to the opening up of remote tracts 
by means of communications. The land revenue is also collected with the greatest 
ease; the area of land sold for arreil'S of revenue is hardly 1 per cent. of .the total 
area of holdings, and the greater portion of such lands as are Bold are generally 
those on the margin of cultivation, which are tsken up bv the ryots Or relinquished 
at their pleasure. Till within the last two years the ryots of the greater portion 
of the Presidency had a run of good seasons, and the creditable self-reliance which 
they have shown under the adverse circumstances of the last two years affords 
satisfact.ory proof of the fact that their position has materially improved. Their. 
resources, however, have been already strained a great deal, and. another bad season 
next ·year may bring them down, and we can only hope that this J!lay not oocur, 
The Government has already now done nearly all that it is possible for it. to do in 
the way of extending irrigationa1 facilities and opening up the country hy the 
extension of railways and other communications. When the Periyltr project is 
completed, more than 100,000 acres in the Madura district will be efficiently 
irrigated, and the Mellir taluk, notoriously the poorest taluk in the district containing 
a predatory population, which derives its subsistence more from other tracts thaD 
from its own soil, will be protected to a considerable extent from droughts which 
now occur almost every second year. The Hushikulya irrigation project will add 
aLother 100,000 acres of permanently"irrigated land to the food. producing area 
of the country. The tank restoration scheme which is under execution, and which 
has almost removed the chronic complaint about the neglect of irrigation works 
will improve tile yield of lands now under cultivation. The large numbers of 
wells for irrigation, which have been excavated with adv.a.nces granted by Govern
ment under the Land Improvement Loans Acts on very favorable terms, have also. 
been the -means of protecting arid tracts from partial droughts. The East Coast; 
Railway will bring the very fertile and sparse-populated country of Jeypore within 
reach of the crowded parts of the Presidency to the advantage of both and be 
the means of lightening the pressure of population on the latter. It is some .. 
times asked, how can railways prevent famines? The answer is simple. Railways, 
by distributing the prod. uee of tracts where the harvest has been abundant in tra~ 
where it has been scanty, give value to produce which would .have been wasted; 
or been allowed to .rot for want of an, outlet and thuR mitigate the effects of 
scarcity; and they brin~ fertile regions shut off from the rest of the .. country 
by want of communicatIOns within easy reach of congested populations. Tbe 
idea of bringing labourers from Poona to work On the Bellary-Kistna Railway and 
from the Punjab to work on the East Coast Railway would, for instance, have 
been scouted as absurd by even the wildest visionary in the pre-railway period. 
Above all, railways by equalizing prices. and by preventing sudden and violent 
alternations in the conditiqu of the masses, who are at one time gorged with, 
plentiful means of subsistence and soon after suffer the direst distress-. a sta~ 
of things most fatal to self-reliance-have rendered the creation of the. habits 
of forethought and prudence possible. Life has been made somewhat harder than 
before to the poorest landless classes in times of plE'nty when the pressure is not 
/levere, while, to the cultivating and landowning classes who forlIl the bulk of the 
population, the means are made available of accumulating savings; and, in j;imes of 
scarcity, when the pressure on the landless classes might be expected to be severe, 
the burden is lightened. Doubtless, when parts of the country, which have hitherto 
baen isolated from other tracts, are suddenly placed in communication witlJ. the 
latter, the result often. is a feeling that they are denuded of fo04 supplies which 
are required for their own use. Tqis feeling soon wears away, and when these 
parts suffer in their turn from scarcity, the effects of which are mitigated by 
supplies derived from other regions, the advantages of communications become at 
once manifest. I suppo~e this has been the case with Kurnool, where the season of 



1890 was exoellent, but the surplus produce was drawn off by the surrounding 
distressed tracts, the riew railway assisting iil the transport of grain. In 1891, 
when the orop failed io the Kurnool distriot itself, there were no Btores of grain to 
fall back upon, a.nd the result was that the popUlation was taken by surprise. 
I believe the rer.ent distress and riots must have, in "great measure, been due to 
thiB cause. As regards the moral benefits conferred by railways, it is suffioient to 
say that they are of even greater importance in stimulating the intelligence of a 
hitherto inert and stay-at.home popUlation and removing provincial prejudice~, than 
schools and Universities. A great deal, then, has been done by Government in
directly to improve the position of the agricultural classes. What remains to be 
done is, as Mr. Nicholson has put it in his excellent report on the economic condi. 
tion of the Anantapur district, .. to attack the ryot himself directly and to bring 
to bear ·on him the force of education in agriculture and rural economy." The 
situation is not a hopeless one; for,Sir James Caird, a Member of the Famine 
Commission, who devoted considerable attention to the investigation of the agricul
tural conditions of the Presidency, has told us, .. it is possible to obtain such a gradual 
increase of production in India as would IDeet the present rate of increase of popu
lation forI' considerable time. One bushel per acre gained gradually in a period 
of ten years, in addition to a moderate reclamation of cultivable land, would meet 
the demand of the present growth of popUlation. Considering the general1y fer-' 
tile nature of the soil, and that in most parts of India two crops can be got in 
the year, this would seem to be a possible result. By these two methods, wisely 
combined, the increase of population may' be safely provided for several gene
rations. The attainment of this will be vastly increased by committing to .each 
province the responsibility of the operations necessary for its own success and of 
enlisting the active assistance ·of the most capable native officials, mnnicipalities 
and landowners in the work." The increase of production has, however, its 
limits, and for a permanent marked improvement in the standard of living and 
the general condition of tbe masses, a change in the national habits' in regard to 
early marriagee is a necessary requisite. I have already, in my remarks on the 
increase of population, alluded to the difficulties in tbis respect.· We can only 
hope that, as institutions and practices, which not very long ago appeared as 
immoveable as the everlasting hills, have been undergoing transformation, the 
difficulties referred to wi11, in the course of the next half a century, disappear. 
Meanwhile, the lower classes, to whom the difficulties are not applicable, will have 
an advantage over the higher classes. 

66. After what has gone before, it is hardly necessary to say much on the 
'. '.. question which engaged ~he attention of 

. D~. large. PIOP:"Tt.DII of .be population IiYO OIl the Government of India two years ago 
iDsuOioleDt food m ordina.ry Be808Ona p. • J 

VIZ., co whether the greater proportIOn of 
the popUlation suffer from a daily insufficiency oUood." It is exceedingly difficult 
to give· a categorical answer to a question of this kind without having a definite 
idea as to what is mllant by insufficiency of food. As to certain broad facts, 
however, there can be no .doubt. The population is mainly agricultural and a 
considerable portion miserably poor, not in the sense of wanting the means of 
subsistence in ordinary seasons acl'ording to tbe standard whioh the conditions 
of climate and resulting national habits formed in tbe course of ages have estab. 
lished, but in the sense of being without resources to faU back upon when adverse 
seasons appear.in succession. That standard includes little more thap. the barest 
necessaries of life, the secondary wants being few;. and, when adverse seasons occur, 
there is a section of the population which has to reduce its rations and live partly 
oil wild fruits and such other inexpensive food as can be picked up on the way 
side. . This class forms the 10wesJ; stratum of the population and its condItion 
has been described by Mr. Turner, the Collector of Vizagapatam, in the following 
terms. He says that the people of this class" require very little tamarind and ourry 
powder, as they live mainly on conjee. This requires much lIalt to make it pala-· 
table. They use, as relish, onions and green chillies, which they procure from the 
farm or 'otherwise without buying. They generally consume ragi or cumbu or 
lIuch other inferior grains as their employers disburse to them as wages. During the 
~eason when the palmyra bears fruit, they for the most part live on these fruits 
"Which they can, to a large extent, get gratis. In the mallgo fruit seasoq they 
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"collect the wind-fa.l1en young fruit. and" boil and use it" "for one" substantial meal at 
least. At other times they live on sweet potatoes. They buy no fuel. The" female 
members and cbildren pick up here and th«o>re the droppings of cattle IIDd dry 
twigs and leaves of trees and ulitize the same as firewood." 'l'his ola.ss can tide 
over one or two bad seasons,provided the failure of orop is not general. In all 
ordinary seasons deaths by starvation are almost unknown, and there is no lack of 
work to tbe laboring olasses.The old and infirm are supported by their kinsmen 
or by spontaneous charit.y and not left to starve, a striking contrast to the sta.te of 
things in England, where recent ,inquiries into the condition of the poor have 
brought to light the fact that of men and women above the age of 65 years not 
lesEI than 40 per oent. ha.ve to chooRe between starvation and resort ~o the poor-. 
house. Curiously enough too, it is not in the districts in which famipe is unknown, 
as for jnstance Malabar and Tanjore, that the lower classes of the population have 
the strongest physique, but. in distriots like Kurnool and Anantapur. Whether this 
is due to the dry climat.e of the latter districts or to the superiority of dry grains 
which form tile staple food in these districts o;ver rice, it is difficult to say. It 
is not~worthy, however, that these distriots contain many malarioU8 tracts, and rice 
in popular estimation is richer food than dry grains: Inferences based on calcula
tions of money values of earnings of labourers and cost of food in rural tracl;s are 
apt to be very fallacious. In his analysis of the agricultural statistics of the 
Kurnool district, Mr. Banson remarks that" the whole aspect of the figures is that 
a vast majority of the ryots in' most parts of the district lead a life of poverty, and 
must, at all times, be but little removed from a state of 'short commons.' Never
theless, whilst observation confirms the general aspect of poverty, still it also 
shows that the people do not in their appearanoe record any signs of being ina 
chronic state of semi-starvation." Again, after describing the dwellings of the 
poorer classes of ryots as ill-lighted, undrained, unventilated, dirty and uncleaned, 
and not water-tight-furnaces in the hot we!lther, and stifling blackholes in' the 
cold,-" he goes on to state that" it is wonderful how the people manage to exist in 
them, ana devewp a large prqportinn of fine me,.." Mr. Nicholson says much the 
same as regards the lowest class of labourers in the Anantapur district. According 
to him the people are not of w~ak physique. They are sturdy and well set up. 
the poorest classes, viz., Boyas, being particularly" lusty;' The ordinary ryot is a' 
favorable specimen of a man physically, and the. general impression given by the 
appe!U'ance of the people is that of a good physique and ability to bear toil. 
Rickety children are scarce, and deformed and idiotic children are especially few. 
The last census" shows "a notable decrease in the number of blind and insane 
persons and of those suffering- from leprosy. In seasons where there is only a 
partial failure of crops, the classes who suffer and who are inured to privation 
show a strong dislike to avail themselves of the relief afforded" by' GOyernmllnt 
works. When there is a failure of crops for two or three seasons" iIi succession 
over large areas of country simultaneously, the resources of even the better classes 
of labourers and ryots become exhausted, and in" the dry djstricts almost half the: 
popUlation may succumb to the calamity as, was the· casein the dry: districts in" 
1876 and 1877. The conclusions then may be stated as follows:--(l) The great 
majority of the population iii very poor when judged by a European standard; (2) 
comvared with the condition of the 'people fifty years ago, as shown by the accounts 
given by Sir Thomas Munro, Mr. Russel; Sir Henry Montgomery, Mr. Bourdillon 
and others, whose statements have been referred to in a previoU8. portion of this 
memorandum, there has certainly been improvement in the material condition of 
the population, the advance consisting mainly in a rise in the standard of living of 
the upper strata Of society, and a reduction in the percentage which the lowest 
grades bear to the total population; (3) "the very lowest classes still live a hand-to_ 

. mouth existence, but not being congregated' in towns, they have a better physique 
than one would expect to find in them, considering their resouroelessness and the 
fraquency of crop failures on" which occasions they have to pick ~p a scanty "sub
sistence as best'they can; and (4) the eoonomio oondition of the country, as a whole. 
though imgroving, i~ at besil a low one, and is such 8S. to ta.x the energies and 
statesmanship of government to the utmost in devising suitable remtldiesfor lts I 
amelioration. I 

.25 
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- 67. :As comparisons are often instituted between the value of trade, . average 
'. .' . . . ..' income, &0., per head of the population 
Comparison qf the "OOJ\OUIlo oonditlon of India wl'h in India and European couDtries and 

that.>ofJiluropean countnell. • . • 
. - .Inferences are drawn therefrom as to th& 

rela~ive condition of the masses of the popUlation in these countries, it may be, 
·.worthwhile to enquire bow far· these comparisons are legitimate, and Ilubjllct to, 
,whf.Lliqualifications the inferences based on them may be accepted. 

. ,F~T8t, as regards the value of trade :_The foreign trade of India in 1890-91, 
.amounted to 6·8 Rupees, ~than 148. per head of the population. The 
~ade of England in 1884 was £19 and even of Russia £1·3 per head. That as a 
Qnmmerci;l.l country England is immensely ahead of India or any other cOllntt·y 
goes without saying, but the relative importance of any two oountries cannot be 
gauged simply by comparing the values of foreign trade per head of the population, 
without; taking the size of the countries and the omitted factor of their internal 
.trade into account. For instance, Holland has a trade of £34 per head, or nearly 
double the. rate for England, and from this it does not follow that its maritime 
greatness is twice that-of England. India in point of size is as big as Europe 

·without Russia, and if Europe :Tninu8 Russia were treated as ODe country 8nd its 
foreign trade were alone considered, that is to say, if the trade of Russia with other 
European countries and the trade of European couI\tries other than Russia with. 
non-European countries were alone taken into account, the value of trade per head 
of the population would come out very small. The Madras Presidency by itself 
is one-sixth larger in point of size than the. United Kingdom, and its external 
~rade by sea amounts to 188. per head of the popUlation. There is bellides a large 
land: trade with other .provinces, including Native States. The distinction, in fact, 
between foreign.l!;nd domestic.trade is itself an artificial and accidental one. For, 
instance, the trade of Tu~icorin with Ceylon or Pondicherry is foreign trade; its 
trade. -yvith Calcutta .. or Rangoon is domestic tl'ade; and for commercial purposes, 
Ji]ngland itself is, or at all events was until railways were constructed, more -&0-, 

cessible than the~unjab. This being 80, itjl!.-ihe aggre.z~~e of f~g~l!clqQmesti!l.
t;t:~da. 3tld... not ~'kfi>r.!lign trad~~~ tlilltlS important for the 
purpose foi--wliich comparlSons of ihis kind are instituted. . Another fact to be 
borne in J;Dindin judging. of. the. increase of prosperity of a country from the 
ipcrease in, the money-value of trade is the ~hange in the Plll'chasi!lg . .pQ\!.er. of· 
money. Sq far as India is concerned, the purchasing power of money has fallen" 
aiid;- therefore, ~lie increase.in the money-value of trade dQes not represent a 
proportionate increase in, the volume of the commodities exchanged. N evertheles!',· 
as already pointed out, the producer in Indm now realizes for his produce a larger. 
value than be did in 1850 and obtains his imported articles much cheaper, that is, 
by giving a smaller. quantity of his own articles in exchange, lI:ud consequently bis; 
gain has probably not been less than what it ,would have been if the volume had. 
~creased in proportion to the money-value of trade, the purchasing power of. 
money itself .remaining stationary. . 

Secondly, as regards the total income of the country and the share of it per 
head of the populll>tion :~The total income of the Unitfld Kingdom. has been esti
mated at 1,247 million £, of France at 965 millions, of Russia at 848 millions and. 
of Spain at 218 millions, the share per head of·the popula~ion being £35·2, 25·7,. 
10·1 and 11·.5,resp~ctively. I have made no attempt to estimate the income of. 
India, as I do not believe that there are data for doing this with any approach to: 
accuracy. Sir Evelyn Baring some yel\>J"s ago estimated the inoome of India at 
540 millions Rx. and'- the rate per head at Rs. 27. The Famine Commissioners. 
estimated th~ ave.rage value of agrioultural production in the Madras Presidency 
at 50 millions, and taking the income from other sources at half of that from land, 
the' rate per head comes out as Rs. ·25. In ·France the non-agricultural income.· 
is stated to bear the proportion of 122 per cent. to the agricultural, in Rnssia 7 I) 
per cenli. and in Spain 64 per cent. The 50 per cent. assumed for India is, there-. 
fore, pl'obably not far from the mark, but the income from land itself is eSfimsted. 
on very uncertain data, and it is quite as likely that. the total inoome amounts to 
Rs. 30 per head as that it is RR. 25 per head, The difference, small as it looks, is 20. 
per Ilent., and will really amount to a large percentage of error. In England the: 
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Bllvi~gs annually made, ~hat is,. the addition~ ~o the capital; amount to 150million9 J 
sterhng out of a total mcome of 1,2-17 milhons or only 12 per cent.B7 I do not 
therefore attach much value to the estimate put forward as regards tb.e:total 
inoome of India, but assuming it to be correct, it will be seen that India shows· 
very poorly in comparison with European countries. There can be no doubt that 
India is really very poor, but this is not seen so much in the hard struggle for 
existence of the lowest classes as in the comparatively small number of wealthy' 
persons. This will be evident when we take into account the distribution of: 
incomes, among the different classes of society. In England and Scotland, out of, 
a total. number of ] 4l million persons who make earnings, 1'4 millions or nearly 10, 
per cElnt. pay inoome-tax, 1.8., have an income'of not less than £150 per annum. 
The average income of this class is £411 per head. It is estimated that]! 
million persons or another 10'per cent. of. the upper and middle classes 'With 
incomes less than £150 earn £71 each. Manuallabourers (11'6 millions) or 80 per' 
cent. get £44 each. In Ireland, on the other· hand, ont of 2 millions of persons' 
who make earnings, 0'1 million persons or 5 per cent. have an' income of £260: 
each; '3 million persons or 15 per cent. have £37 each; and 1'6 million manual 
labourers or 80 per cent. earn £22 each. In France, out of 17'7 million persons' 
who get incomes, 3'7 million persons or 20 per cent. earn £113 each, another 3'7 
million persons or 20 per cent. earn £43 ~ and the remaining 10;3 million persons, 
OJ: 60 per cent. earn £29. For phe Madras Presidency we have no means of making 
any estimate which can at all bEJ compared with those given above. The following' 
figures, however, will serve to show how poor the greatest portion of the' popula-, 
tion h~r~ is. ()~t. of ~ population of n,,:arl;y 35~lIi()nstll.e~a~~~1l~_of )~ea~~! 
?f ~1l1ll1lielU~I~.oWmg,~personEil0. afa.!!llIt;.... "'Pie number of ,persons ass~8Sea ~ the: 
In()oI~,e-ta.x-,-",-e . ...havlDg non-agrIcultural lDco.E!.e~ of not..kss ~§a~ ~S<T ~!., annum, 
is 56,S()9. The number of Governmenr ryl)ts payIng not Tess tlian Its. 250" 
revenue to Government whose income from land may be estimated at twice 'the' 
assessment they pay is 8,869. Including zemindars and inamd.are and ryots in' 
zemindaries having large landed properties, the number of persons with incomes 
from land and other, sources exceeding Re. 500 per annum cannot be higher than, 
70,000, which is 1 pel' cent. of the total number of families. As there is more 
than one person ell.rnillg income or wages in a family, it is obvions that the persons' 
earning more than Rs. 500 cannot be even 80 high as 1 per cent. 

Thirdly, in considering the' question, whether the low money income of this' 
country means greater hardships to the lowest' classes of the population than in: 
European countries, the bare necessaries of life, both as regards quantity' and, 

'money-value, required in the countries compared must be taken into account.; ,To' 
begin with, the quantity of food required or assimilated in this country is less thau 
in colder climates, as shown by the fact that whereas in England a British. 

, soldier's weekly rations are fixed at 25·71bs., the ,allowance for the same soldier here' 
is 20 100. only. Many things which are absolutely necess~y in a cold climate are' 

II It is sometimes asserted that taking the ineome of IDdia at Rs; 27 and the 81penditure at nearly the lILDle amoat 
there is no margin for eaving at a.ll. In these ca.1cala.tiona the 811illDled cost. of living of an adult male labomer ia taken, 
&8 the a.verago coat of living per head of the population. This is of CO'llJ1le quite erroneous. ID England the ('oat of living 
of men, women and ehlldren is estimated to be in the ratio of 20, 16 and 8. Of the p~ulation in this Freaideney 36 
per cent. armore than one-third is under 16 yea.ra of ~ and aasuming that the proportions 88 to the lf3lative oost.of 
living of men, women and ohildnm to be the 88me 88 m England, the cost per individual of the population will be : 
roughlyepea.king, less than half of that ofa male adult labourer. This leaves a oonsid.era.ble margin tor "ving, though Dot! 
of course any thin, like what it is in England. At least 10 millions a year are aaved. in the shape of coin and bullion ~ 
and there is a OOll81derable quantity of property added to the capital in the shape of new houaea, f1U'D.iture, weU., k 
The growth of capital is of oourae muoh slower here than. in England. but even in that country it is only during the;' 
J.ut ~ centupea ~t capital ha~ grown rapidly as will be Been from. ~ following estimate.. of capital ,in England . 

. at d:ilfereut pe1'Iods gIven by Mr. GUfen --' . 

- I y ..... I POPulation., Capital. I Capital. 
Millions. Million. Per-head. 

• • • { 1600 4'5 100 22 . 
• England .. .. .. 1720 a'5 370 67 

ISoo g'O 1,600 167 

{ IS12 , 17'0 1,700 160 
uuUea KInsdom .. .. IS'5 2S'0 4,000 143 

1885 87"G 9,600 270 
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either not necessary bere, or nature gives them gratis. House-room, clotbing and fuel 
for protection from cold and damp a,re required to a much smaller exwnt hel'll than 
ill colder climates. Thus taking the family of an English labourer with an income 
of £60 a year, the eost of food and groceries amounts to only £:JO or 60 per cent.; 
while £6 or 10 per cent. goes for rent ond £24 or 40 perc~n~. for clothing, &c. In 
this country labourers in villages pay no bouse-rent; their clothing does not cost 

• the~ more than Rs. 4 or R~. I) a year for all the members of the fainily. 1'hey buy 
:no fuel and 'hardly require any light or fire except for cOQking purposes at nights. 
From inquiries I have made I find tbat the cost of livillg in this country in ordinary 
times in the case of an adult labourer in rural tracts amounts to abolt Rs. 1-12-0 
per mensem .. or 1 anna per diem; . for B!"ahmins and bigher castes the cost is 
Rs. 3-8.0 per mensem or 2. annas per diem. In towns the cost of living' may be 
taken at lJO per cent. more including house-rent and cost of fuel. The weekly 
earnings of a town labourer and of the other members of his family (say 28. 6d.) 
will thus. maintain the family in ordinary times comfortably according to the 
standard ·of living to wbich it is accustomed. In London, on the contrary, lOs. a 
·week would mean almost starvation; for the same money' wages represent far less 
real wages in England than bere. About 1850, or 40 years ago, tbe price of wheat 
was 60s.pei-quarter in England and not more than 6 ... a quarter in India. Now 
the price of wheat has heavily fallen in England owing to extensive importations, 
stimUlated by the~ development of railways in America and the cheapness of ocean 
freights, and is now betweell30s: and 35s. a quarter, ... hile the price of wheat in India 
has risen to 15s.a quarter, but still the price of wheat in EnglaIld is more tban 
double that of India. On the whole, thAre is greater uniformity of conditions as I 
regar~s wealtb, or rather p~vertl' in ~n~ilJ, than in England,. w~ile? on the ot?er \ 
hand, In the latter country, In spIte of Its Immense wealth, the IDtenslty of Buffenng 
and distress·is greater among the lowest classes, owing partly to the inclemency 
of . the climate and partly,: to the conditions of social and industrial life. In 
ordinary seasons, as already stated, the poor in this country bave no difficplty 
in finding a .subsistence, and the infirm and old are supported by relations or 
voluntary charity; and deaths by starvation are unknown j and in years of famine, 
nearly all suffer alike and die in thousands. In England, though there is incom
parably greater wealth, 1,800,000 or 6·a per cent. of the population receives State 
relief, and of the persons above 65 years of age, nearly 40 per cent. are dependent 
for subsistenoe on the State, having no provision to fall back upon or relations 
able or willing to support them. "In England," says Mr. Hobson in his Problem.< 
of PO'Jerty, "tbe recorded deaths from starvation are vastly more numerous 
than in any other country. In 1!s80 the number for England is given as 101. In 
1879, the number for London alone is 27. This is, of course, no adequate 
measure. of. the facts. For. every recorded case there will be a bundred un • 

. recorded cases where starvation is. the practical, immediate cause of death. 'I'he 
death-rate of children in the poorer districts of London is found to be nearly three 
times that whicb obtains in the . richer neighbourhoods. Contemporary history 
has no darker page than 1;hat whicb records not the death-rate of children, but tbe 
conditions of child-life in our great cities. In setting down such facts and figures 
as may assist readers to adequately realize the nature and extent of poverty, it has 
seemed best to deal exclusively with the material asp'ects of poverty, which admit 
of some exactitude of measurement; the ugly and degrading surroundings of a life 
.of poverty, the brutalizing influences of the unceasing struggle for a bare subsis. 
tence, the utter absence of a reasonable hope of improvement, in short, the whole 
subjective side of. poverty is not less terrible because it defies statistics." On the 

18 I have given in the a.ppendix th~ particulal'l of the Cost of living of a..laoourer in thii countrY and in European 
countries. The acales 01 diet prescribed in jaila for Europea.na ad na.tivee are also given .101' comparisoD. There can be 
DO doubt that the jail diet is much more liberal than that in use among ordinary laboUl'er8 in the lower claa8el of the 
population. The latter certainly do not get meat t~ times a week with curds on DOD-meat day., and akUled medical 

--.ttendance in cue of siokness. The grain given is cholnm, cutllbu, or~, but a conBidera.ble portion of the loweR 
ciaaBe8 use 1I4ragu, a J;Jluch inferior grain, the price of which is only two .. thirdJI of that of the other gnUu. In EnglaDd 
it was three centuriee ago tha.t wheat became a oolDIilon article of diet in subatitution of rye, barley and O8.ta, and the 
conaumptiOD of meat hAS increased within the laat 40 yea.re. It iJ estimated that the cost of meat and of wb.ea.t oontaining 
~ual qu&ntitiee of nourishment are in the ratio of 7 to 1. In the case of the Engliah labourer in times of preeaw:e t.here 
iI snope for the reduction of the Becondary wanta of life and of the cost of food by the suhstitution of cheapf't' for more 

- coetly food formin$' put of tho ordinary di,t. In India to some o&\oIll whe!land nco have Iak ... \he p1ace of Iho oheo.JI .. 
<by grow, and ibis chqugo i. very bone1l~. . 
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other hand, periodic famines a.nd wholesale destruction of life of the kind, frequent. 
in India are unknown ... , 

J!'o!J.rtMy.-It is when we consider vital statistics that the low condition of 
this country, as compared with European countries, becomes most apparent. The 
flxpectation of life or ·the number of years which every person born may, on 
an average, be expected to live is less than twenty-three years in this country, while 
it is nearly 43 years in ,England. The number that die before reaching five years 
is 50 out of 100 here, and 25 out of 100 in England. The number of persons dying 
between the ages of ten and twenty, the period in which they may industrially be 
expected to become most efficient, 'is·!l out 'of 50 in this country, and 3 out of 73 
in England. The registration of births and deaths is very imperfect; still thll ratll 
of recorded deaths is as high as 29'3 per 1,000 of the population in the 55 muni~ 
cipal towns, and 22'9 per 1,000 in rural parts, while 'the rate in such a large city 
as London is only 21 per Illille. High as the mortality is in this country, there 
is little doubt that it is much lower tlian What it was formerly. Surgeon-General 
Sir W. J. Moore. in his 1I.ddress; read before the Congress of Hygiene and Demo: 
graphy, held recently in London, pointed out that death-rate in the army in 
India had been reduced, from 69 to less than 14 per 1,000; European residents 
were so healthy that the best, insurance offices were willing to issue policies to 
them without 'exacting extra premium, and, although t1ie system of registration 
was still defective, lhe official rppol'ts of recent years showed that the average 
death-rates among the native population had dE'creased in a few years from 35 
or more to 26'67 per. 1,000; many diseases, were diminishing, some had been 
extirpated. Even in the towDof Madras where the high mortality in recent years 

, 

• I have given in the appendix particulRra of the mtioa which the wation in lome European countrie8 bears to th8 
assumed national income, to.compare with similar ratio in this country. It will be seen that the ratio is ~t higher here 
than in European countries with the eXQeption of England, whose wealth is enormous, and where much of publl" business 
is P;l'rf01'XJ.led by.TOlunt.ary UDpaid agency. 'Of !lOurse.in & conntry'.like India; where by.far th~ larger portion of the 
national mcome 11 expended on the bare nACellSllne8 of life, a certain ptmCentage of the national mcome taken by way of 
taxation 'Ulay, in point of fact, be hea.vierthana bigher percentage in a wealthy country. On the other hand, in a country 
where the people are uuenterprising and indolent, the Govemment has to 88SUDle functions which el.sewhe1'8 are performed' 
by the people themselves, in ordm." that th.e1 may ree.ch a higher stAge of industrial devellopment than they would 40 if left 
to themaeh'e8. The conJlicting CODaideratiOD8 bearing on this subject have thus been fOl'QiblY8tated by Professor WalkN' 
with spocial referen .. to India, . .. 

" By ramog money as other money iB raised, :by taxes (the amount of whi~h is taken by individuala out at their 
expenditure on the ICOre of maintenance), Government baa It in its power to aceelerate to an unexampled degree the 
augmentation of the 1IUUI8 of real wealth. t:lu.ch is the claim in behalf of Government expenditure. Wbat i8 to be said of 
it 7 Let'U.II proceed by way of an example. Let us take a large population, apre~d ,over a v&at extent ,of country, lib 
India, wbich possesses almost illimitable facilities for the improvement of the 80il through irr:igation, and whl)ae broad 
IJ)Il.Ce8 demand numerous and ex.tensive linea of artificial communica,tion. by canal 01" railway. Let it be supposed that 
the people occupying this country 8.l·e what tbe people of India uow are, in numb8l'll, in cha:racter; in habits 01 Hving anel 
workin$:' Alike tinder the influence of sexual paesion and of Je1igiOUII superstition-, they continually tend to increase up to 
tbe limd.a of subsistence, even to the verge of fanline i not only accumulating no capital, but laying bY'DO storo for future 
wanta; baving neither the genius for organisation DOl' the capacity of self-denial which would be required to iDitiate 
the IJimpJe8t 10m! improvements. Now, we may imagine such a population. ruled. by a benevolent, disinterested despot of 
the highest order of intelligence, a Napplea.n devoted to the arts of ~ettce. We may. imagine thi. ruler, by a 8yatem' of 
tSozation that shall be 88 jURt between individuals and as judicious in Ita seasons and methods all human wiBdom can make 
it, firat, drawing from the ftOpa of lJOod' years a. store against the occurrence of b~ harveM8; thaD, by a gradually 
increaaing stringenoy of exaction, adding to the cost of living in such • way as to dilcourage tbe growth of populo. .. 
tion, while a.pplying the proceedS to pat public improvement8 which enable the food-8upply of the empire to be readily 
equalized in the 6vent of local acarcity i which guard tbe ('®ps against the effects of periodical drought;' whic:h aBord 
rapid and cheap paaaage to the produd:s of iDla'nd diatrit:ts. And as the productive power of the country increased under 
8uob an admirustration, we can imagine the high-miI;ded ruler, intent on bis benevolent Object, fltill ,drawing away 
fa'om the ,people, .~ taxation, ell the surplus above the nece888ry coat of subsimmce for the pl'"eS8nt 'population, Whil h 
m~bt otherwise be applied to the increase of population, and with the means thus acquired, providIng capital in ita 
vanous forms fOT the use of the frn~ and tem~te, pf'riecting communicationa, :protectin.g the hMlth and Jive. of his 
sllbjecta by IBDitary arrangements, and, at lut, undertftking the elementary educatlcn of the whole body of the people. 

U All this, it is clear, an ab&olute ruler of the ob&I1toter indicated might do for his people; and not a little fit thia 
many a benevolent and able ruler has done tor bia people. I The forced frugality) I to use Bentham's phrase, which hia 
taxes h&ve impoaed,- has at once repressed population and stimulated industry among the existing body (of labouren. B ia 
wile expenditu.re upon publio WOI"1'lI, and in publio education Juls sown' the "'etd from which has sprung many .. golden 
harveot,' . . 

~. But while we see, tbUB, what an ideal monarch might do for a people indolent,. unambitious, sensual, bv applying· 
a portion of ~e weatlth th~ created to ends more U8&ful, elevating and satiai)ing, than their indhiduat"tast.ee ana. 
appetitee would have st-lected, we are forced also to remember how a :ta.rge part of the weelUt raised by taxation has, in II U 
agel, been spent in ",'&1', pomp and folly I how strotlg ie the hmdeney to e1tral"8gance lind e'fen to conuption in Go"em~ 
l1lent expenditure; how much of what'the peop1e pay the ·treasury does not receive; how much of what the tTAAaory 
disbul'I6I does not res.ch ita intended object. 'fhese considerations are strong enough to justify in a large degt'eo if not 
wbollr, that unwi,lingne81 to entrust to Government, the consumption of the wealtb of, tbe community, mu('h bf'yond 
wbat 18 nec8l1llll)" to I8CUft domestio tranquillity and the admilliBtratiOD of justice between man and- maul which is 80 
peoulio.rly AmE":ICAn. . • 

U Yet it iI poUl'"ble tlutt this feeling may be carried too far. When. one oontruts the highways, the bridges, the 
stTeeta, the hal'bourl, the breakwateJ'l, the lighthouses, ond other aid. to tm.nsportation and commerce, which GOV6l'UmMt.. . -, . 
provides. with tbe beat that could be re8liooably looked for, from indlvidual 01 associated effort, without the tazing 
power; when one contraete our system of publio education with the beat that voluntary contributions or privllte 
munificencA ever I1t1pplied ; wben one contrasta the sanitary -fm'UIgement for supplying pure air and pure water to OUl' 
erowded cities with the condition of things which eziats wh-ere these mattera are- left to uD-of6.cilll action; he wilrfiDd. 
ocraaion to qualify in no small df'gree hil a~ent to the proposition that, under a well ordered conltitutioD, Government it 
oWl' ., police man, to ke~p people from. break.ing each othGX'8 heads or picking each othen po~ets." ~ 

26 
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has attracted public attentio~ elephantiasis, a loathsome disease which was once 
very prevalent, has now gone out almost completely. There is still a great deal 
to be done by.means of grea.ter attention to sanitation and water-supply to improve 
the public health of, {hill Presidency; but, on thQ whole, there is no reason to 
I\l1p:pose, that public health is worse now than in times past. Destructive as fever 
IS" It is much less destructive now than formerly, and it is noteworthy that feve~ 
is 'mo~t prevalent, not in bad, but'in gooq agricul~ural seasons when the rainfall' 
is abulldant., Of all the Prov~nces of Indis, the Central Provinces which are 
6xception",lly favoured by the comparative fertility of a large portion of the laml, 
Ilhow thl! greates~ mortality. ThE'se Provinces are taxed the lighte&t, the revenue 
allsllssed per ac1'!l' being between 5 a~d ~ annas per acre and reaching, 9 annas in 
pnly one district. 

Lastly, if we wish to find a parallel in European countries to the state in which 
this country was 50 years ago, we must go back to the England of 400 yesrs ago 
0.1' at the enc! of the fifteenth century, which has been described by Dr. Cunningham 
In his "Growth of English Industry and Commerce" as follows: .. ,Unless the 
stat~ments of the chroniclers are grossly exaggerated, England BufferE'd severely 
during the fifteenth century from two scourges which are now entirely unknown
famine and pestilence. The population was dApendent on the S0080ns for thl' food
.!Iupply, and though this inight be plentiful in good years, there was often a general 
scarcity which was intensified in particular districts into a local famine. At such 
~imes men were ,driven to use acorns,and roots for food and had recourse to the flesh 
,of dogs and horses: some c,aSes of cannibalism are reported. It was only rarely that 
'st3rving people were reduced to such extremities; but there is some, reason to 
, believe that, they habitually used diseased and unwholesome food, and that they 
were thus rendered a ,ready prey to the ravages of pestilence. The Black deatb 
was specially terrible, but we read of many other visitations, the accounts of which 
are sufficiently appalling. A century during which more than twenty outbreaks of 
'plague occurred, and have beeI! recorded by the chroniclers, can hardly be 
,regarded by us except as one long unbroken period of pestilence. Besides these 
occasional outbreaks there was chronic typhoid in the towns, and leprosy all over 
the country. The undrained and neglected soil; the shallow sta.,<7Jlant waters which 
'lay upon the surface pf the gro~nd, the narrow unhealthy homes of all classes of the 
-people; the filthy neglected streets of the towns; the -abundance of stale fish which 
,was eaten; the scanty variety of vegetables which were consumed; predisposed the 
agricultural and town population alike to typhoid diseases and left them little 
chance of recovery when stricken down with pestilence." The small mon .. y/ 
incomes of those days may be judged from the fact that the bailiff' in husbandry, I 
who was a superior servant, got yoorly 268. Sd. and 5,. for clothing, besides meat, 
and drink, which may be estimated &t 2d. a day; the ordinary artisan had 3d. or 4d.i 
a day and the reaper 3d. a day, with meat and drink so that in 22 weeks of continu-'I 
ous work, the ordinary artisan would earn 1.18 much as the bailiff did in a year. No 
sufficient data as regards regularity of employment in those days are available. 
The common servant in hushandry was paid 20,. Sd. and his wife 148. per annum 
besides their food, according to the highest statutable rate in the fifteenth century, 
so that their united earnings would provide a little more than half the usual 
allowance for an adult's food, and out of this sum they had to feed their fanllly, pay 
for fuel, rent arid clothing. Even if they could eke out a living in the common 
waste, says Dr. Cunningham, it is most unlikely that they had a larger free income 
than the agricultural labourl'r at the present day; we could not institute an 
accurate comparison unless we knew not only the prices of the articles they used, 
but also the quality of the goods they were able to proc~, It is not essy to ohtain 
such information in the present day and we cannot hope to get sufficient data for 
judging certainly about the distant past. So far as regularity of emplo"yment and 
short hours are a test of the well-being of the workman, the fifteenth century day 
labourer waibadly off'; his snmmer hours lasted from five in the morning till half
past sI'ven at night with breaks which amounted to two or two and a-half hours in 
all. The conditions of the banking bl1siness in the fourteenth century were, such 
that banking c?perations were very' circumscribed. The most striking difference 
between their times and· ours is the entire absence of cOlllmercial credits; ther!' 
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were no bank-notes or oheques. or other instruments of oredit except a few foreign 
bills. D.ealing for oredit was little developed and dealing in. credit was unknown. 

The sufferings of the people· have probably never been as severe in this country 
as is described above in conseqnence of a less inclement climate and a more fruitful 
Boil, but the wonderful improvement whioh has taken place in England during .. the 
last three centuries. might well inspire the hope that similar improvement here is 
not unattainahle. 



SECTION I._TlIE STATE OF THE COUNTRY AND THE CO!'lDITION OF THE 
PEOPLE L."i FORMER CI!:Nl'URIES. 

(A.)-Sketch 0/ til. DUllll8fi .. 0/ Southern India 'III/racted from" Liou of Antiquili'8. Mndrao." 
6u Ah. B. Sewell. lIf~ O.S. 

In the earliest days of whioh we have any knowledge as to the sovereignties ruling the 
Continent of India, it appears that the great Maury. dynasty held the north. while the south 
WI\B divided amongot the 'Pa.ndiyimo of M.adura. who governed the extreme south. the Chol .... 
who held the country to th.ir north and east, and the Oher ... (Kerf!las), who ruled over the 
tracts to their north and west. This wao in the fourth oentury B.C. I eay " it appears I' 
bece.use. although we are certain of the Maury ... (probably B,O. a25-188) and the Pltndiyan.. 
as exiotent in the time of Meg ... theneo (B.O. 302). we have only the fact of the lJhow and Keral ... 
(or lJhere.s) being mentioned in the inscriptions of Asoka (B.O. 250) to verify their existenoe 
at that otill earlier period. But tradition mentiono no earlier kingdome than those of Pandiya, 
Chol~ and Chera in the south of India. and alwa.ys spea.ks of thom as. contemporary. As we are 
certain of the Pandiyan. therefore. in B.O, 802. we ma.y safely pl800 the Oholas and Ohera. 
as br back as that .tate. l'he Keral... appear to have occnpied the whole Western Ooaot under 
the gbits, and it is probable that the l!: ... tern Coast was also inhabited almost throughout its 
entire leng~h; but there is no evioenee of any kingdom ha.ving been in esistenoe throughout 
the Dakhan. and it j. quite poosible that almost the whole of its entire area. was waste (the 
}J/lod«kartllllla) or inhabited only by a few half.wild tribes under their own chiefs. such as those 
so often mentioned in the Parana.. It is necessary for studente of history to remember that 
.ery large areas IIOW oultivated and populated were abso1.uto1y waote-mere barren tracts of 
rook. forest, and wild plain_till oompara¥vely modern times. and this seems espeoially to have 
been the .... e with the Dakha.n oountry. It must not be forgotten. however. that the earliest 
Buddhist legende speak of the Kingdom of Kalingi as then in existenoe. 

At some period subsequent to that of Asoka.. the Pallavas appear to have grown into import
anoe on the Eastern lJoast, and they gradually inore ... ed in power till they constituted them
selves a great kingdom. with extensive foreign trade, and proved a. source of denger to the 
Cho!as a.ud their other neighbours. l'hey appeal' to have Iield the entire Eastern Ooast from 
Oonjeev.ram to the borders of Oris.... At present there is no evidenoe as to when they arose from 
obscurity into the diguity of a kingdom. but they seem to have been one of the prinoipalsouthern 
powers wben the first Ch9.lukya.s immigra.ted frem Northern India about the fifth oentury A.D. 

To tbe Mauryas in the north succeeded the Sanga dynasty (B.C. 188-76) and this w ... 
followed by the short Kanva dynasty (RC. 76-31). The last of these kings being murdered, 
the Andhra or Andhrabritya dynasty succeeded. and ruled from B.C. 31 to A.D. 436. They 
were Buddhists, and it w .... by them that the magnifioent marble stupa a.t Amar9.vati was erected. 
About this period. i .•.• the fifth century A.D., began to grow into importanoe the Ch9.1ukya.n 
sovorpignty of the Western Dakhan, and it is in connection with the early Chilukyas that we 
hear of the Na.las, (probably .. Western co ... t tribe). the M.a.ury ... (poBBibly descendants of the 
earlier Mauryas) who inhahited part of the Konkana. the Sendrakas, MiLt&ngas Cappare.ntly a 
barI!o.rous tnbe. perhaps aboriginal), the Katachohuris. the Gang ... of Maisilr, and the ,Alupa •. 
or Aluva.. a tribe or dynasty apparently living to the south or south-west of the present 

• Bombay Presidency. Early Ch9.lukyan grants mention a number of other tribes, suoh ... the 
Latas (of Lat"d •• /I in the north of Bomhay), Miilavas (of M9.lwa). Gurjaros (of Guzerltt). &0. 

The Chaluky... div:ided intn two bra~che8 in the beginuing of the seventh century. an 
eastern branoh oonquermg the PaUava kwgs of the Vengi oountry. or treot between, the 
:Krishna. and Godavari rivers. and settling in that looality whioh they governed till A.D. 1023. 
ti,e WABtern remaining in their original home in the Western Da.khe.n. 

The Chinese pilgrim Hiwen Thsang. who visited India A.D. 629 to 645, gives a graphio 
aoocWl t of the stete of the country in his time. 

'fhe Kademb ... now bega.n to grow into importence. and they fonght with and defeated tha 
Pallav ... of Ka.nchi aDd were perpetually at feud with the Cbalukyas and. their other neighbours. 
Their territory was in the south·west Dakhan and north Maisiir. About the eame period we 
find the Ra.shtrsktltas giving great trouhle to the Chaluky.... It is ... yet unoertain whether 
these Risntrakiites were" an Aryan Kshatriya, i.e., ~jput. race which immigrated, into the 
Dakhan from the north like the llh9.lukyas or a DriLvidiyan family whioh was 'reoeived into 
the Aryan community after the conquest of the Dakhan" (Dr. Buhler). The wars with the 
RAshtrakiit ... seem to have resulted in the'complete downfall for two oenturies (A.D. 757.S8 
to 1173·74) of the Weotern Ch9.lukyas and the consequent aooretion of great power to the 
Ra.shtrakiitas. ~rhe latter do not appear. howev~r. to ha.ve attempted any conquests in the south. 
l'hey were completely. overthl'Own by the Weste)'ll C'hillukyas in 4.1>. 973·U. when the laUer 
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once more rose to great eminenoe. The overthrow of the RilBhtrakQt .... too. enn.bled the Ratta 
MJ.namana"lIiIlfJ4ras to assert themselves. and their dyn:,sty lasted till abollt A.lJ. 1:tfl;J. 
A bout the same period we find the Silii.ha.ra.s and Sind ... rising into importanoe. and. like the 
Ratt.... establishing independent dynasties which lasted for several centuries. The SilAha.l'&8 
were overthrown by the Ya.dav ... of Devagiri about A.D. 12:.10, and the Sind ... oeased to' be 
heard of about A.D. 1182-83. 

Little i8 known of the history of Southern Indie for two or three oentllries immediately 
preceding the sudden rise of the Cholas to great power. whioh took place in tile middle of the 
eleventh oentury. A.t the beginning of that century the Eastern Cha.lllky ... held all the country 
along the E ... terD Co ... t from the borders of Orissa as far south as the borders of the PaUava 
country. The J'allava kingdom was a powerful cne. possessing the ooast from its junotion with 
the Cha.lukyas down to the northern bol'der of the Chola territories •. i.6., just south of Kaiichi. 
The Cholas remained within their own borders and the Pa.ndiyans in theirs. while the Kongu 
kings. who governed (appa.rentiy) the old Chera country east of the MsJayaIam tracts along the 
ooast, although .they ,,:ere still ind~p&ndent and powerful, were ~e~in~ing to feel the effect. of the 
attacks of the little kingdom of the Hoysa.Ia Balla1as, then nsmg mto power and destined to 
subvert many of the snrrounding monarchies. 

In A.D. 1023, by an intermalTiage between the two dynasties, the Chola soverpigo 
e.cq uired possession of the whole of the Eastern Chiilllkyan dominions. l'his was followed, 
apparently at the beginning of the reign of his Bucce.ser, Riijendra Kulottunga Chola (101;4-
1113). by the complete subversion of tbe PallavBB by the Cholas, and the annexation to the 
latter kingdom of their possessions. Rajendra also conqllered the Pandiyalls. and establish.d 
a short dynasty of .. Chol .... Pandiyan " kings at Madura. A little later the Hoy.ala Balliilll8 
entirely overthrew the Kongn kings and seized their territories, so that the whole of the 
south of India passed at that time -through a period of great politiosJ disturbanoo, whioh resulted 
in the Cholas obtaining almost universal sovereignty for a ehort period, checked, however, by 
the power of the Roysa.la Ballalas above the ghats in Maisiir. 

. This latter power was inCreased in importance by its oonquest of the Ka.dambaa and 
K.'i.1achuris to ite immediate north about the beginning of the thirteenth centllfY, and by the 
downfall of the great Western Ohalukyan dynasty about A.D. 1184, which w ... caused partly 
by its wa.rs with the Kadambas and pa.rtly by the rise of the Ballll.las. A little later the ChoIaa 
lost their northern possessions, which were seized by the Ganapatis of Orangul. 
, We now find ourselves in the thirteenth century, the three great soutbern powers being 

tlie Cholas and Pa.ndiyans-both seemingly losing strength-and the Hoysa.la Balliilas, rapidly 
growing in power. What. might have oocllrred it is needless to enquire, though imagination 
readily depiots the impetuous Balliil... sweeping down :from the ghats and fucceeding in sub
verting the ancient dynasties of the plains; but a new power now appea.rs on tl,e scene, which 
was destined to acquire universe! dominion in course of time -the power of the Musalmans. 

Delhi had been captured by the Ghazni Gh!P"ians in 1193, and a dynasty establillhed there 
which lasted till A.D. 1288. l'he Khiljis suoceeaed (1288-1321), and Alail-d-din Kllilji des
patched the first Muhammadan expedition into the Dakban in A.D. la06. Fouryears later 
the Musalman armies under Malik Kafur swept like a torrent over the peninSUla: 
, Devagiri an:d Orangal were both reduced to subjoction, the capital of the Roysiila BsJliilas 

was taken and sacked, and the kingdoms both of the ChoIas and Pandiyans were overthrown. 
Anarohy followed over the whole south-Musalman Governors, representatives of the old royal 
families, and local ohiefs being apparently engaged for yea.rs in violent internecine struggles for 
supremacy. The BallaIas. di88ppeared from the soene, and the kingdoms of Devagiri and 
Orangal were subverted. A. .light obeck was given to the spread of the Mubammadan arms 
when a confederation of Hindu ohiefs, led by the gallant young Ganapati Raja, withstood and 
defeated a large Mllhammadan army; and the aspect of affairs w ... altered by the ,revolt of the • 
Dakha.ni Musalmans against their sovereign in A.D. 1347,-whioh resulted in the establishment 
of the Biihmani kingdom of the Dakhan. But the whole of Soutbern India was convulsed by 
tpis sudden aggression of the Muhammadans, and all the old kingdoms fell to pieoos. 

, This period; then, about the yea.r A..D. 1310, is to be noted as the second great Iandma.rk 
in South Indien history, the first being about the period 1023-1070, when the Cholas became 
a.1most supreme over the south..' . . 

While the Bahmani rebels were consolidating their kingdom iD. the Dakhan, another gr~at 
power was being formed south of the Kriehna.. Thill was the kingdom of Vijayanagsr. hstab
Jished on the ruins of the Hoysa.Ia BallaJas' ond the other Hindu sovereignties, it speedily rose 
to a beight of power such as no southern kipgdom had yet aspired to, and it held the Mubam
madans ,in check for two centUries. From 1336 till 1664 A,D. we have merely to conoider. 
roughly speaking. two grea.t powers-that of the Musalmans north of the KrishDa. and that of 
Vijayanag,a.r to the south. ' 

'!'he Ba.hmani kin/!,dom fell to pieces at the close of the fifteenth century, being ,,"cceeded 
by five separate kingdoms' founded by rival Mnsalman leadera. Tbdir jealouoies aided the 
Vijayo.nagar sovereigns in their acquisition of power. In 1487 Narasimha of Vijayanagar 
completely subverted the Pa.ndiyan .ountry, Chola having fallen long before. and by the C108& 

of the fifteenth century the power o~ Vijayanag81' was acknowledged as paramount through the 
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entire peninsula. Sm .. n prinoip"iities en.ted, sllch as that of Maisiir, the .R.eddi chieftainshil'of 
Kond .. vidll sOllth of the Krishna. (whioh l ... tei from la~8 till 14>17), and the alWQy's independent 
prinoipalityof Tmvanoore, but Vijayanagal' was sllpreme. At the beginning of the sIxteenth 
oentllry Krishnadeva lwya of Vij .. y .. nagar further e.rtended the power of his house by the 
reduotion of refraotory ohiefs far .. nd wide, till his dynasty arose in .his day to its greatest height 
of glory. .. 

In 1564 (the tbird landmark~ an ·this oollapsed. The Mnhammadan sovereignll of the. 
Dakhan oombined, and in one grand effort swept over Vijayanagar, sacked the oapital, pnt to 
death the powerflll ohief who had rIlIed over the destinies of the empire, and for ever oruahed 
out all semblanoe of independent Hindu power from the south of India. Even the very family 
that govemed Vijayanagar divided, so tltil.t it bellOm •• almost ·impossible .to trace their history, 
and for a seoond time the whole of the peninsllla was thrown into oonfusion. 

Natllrally the minor ohiefs seized this opportunity for throwing off all fealty to their 
sovereign, and throughollt the peninsula arose .. large number of petty Poligars an.d small 
ohieftaine, whose quarrels and wars and struggles for supremacy kept the whole ooulltry in 
confusion for two and a half oenturies. . The only ohiefs that attained to real power were the 
Madura Niiyakkas, formerly Vioeroys of Vijayauagar, who speedily became independent and 
reduced to .ubjootion almost the whole of the old PlI.ndiyan kingdom, their compatriots, the 
Na.yakkas 'of ~'anjore, holding sway over Oliolariii.a. 'rhe .R.II.jahs of Ma.isiir, too, ·beoame ind .... 
pendent, and est .. bli.hed a kingdom, though not a very powerflll one. 

Over all this distracted oountry the Muhammadans gradually pressed downwards, securing 
the dominion of the oountries south of the Tungab .. drii., and eastwards to the sea, and encroach. 
ing southwards till they had roo.hed the southem.oon6nes of the Telugu country, by the 
middle of_the seventeenth century, and by the beiPnning of the eighteenth were in power far 
south. The Mahrattas had established themselves mTanjore in '1074 and remained there till 
the English suprem&oy. In 1736 the Musalmans obtained possession of Mooura. . 

The English, settled at Moo .... sinoe 1639. now began to acquire more and more territory 
and power, .. nd in the course of the century had conquered almost the whole of the south of 
India. the defe .. t of the Maisiir MllSalmane under Tipii Sulta.n in 1799 6,nelly laying the 
peninellia at th.ir feet. 

(B.)-Or ...... under Hint7u and British . .Admin"t,·atibna. 

Praotic .. Uy, the revenue-paying parts of Oris ... under the Gangetio dynasty atretoh.d from 
the IIugli to the Ohi!ka, and from the Bea to the 'rributary .Btate.s; a oompaot territorial entity of 
twenty-four thousand square miles. The province oontinues the same size to thie day, having lost 
three thousand square miles on the north, towards the Hugli, and gained about an equal e"ten~ 
on the west, towards Central India. In the twelfth oentury, when the Gangetic Line obtained the 
kingdom, it yielded a revenue of £406,250 ... a year. Besides tbe doubtful southern BtriP. they 
added 12,000 Bquare miles of unproductive hill territory; and when in the sixteenth century' 
they sunk beneath the Musalmans, the. revenue remained about £4a5,OOO. An oorly Muham~ 
m"dan Geogr .. pher of the sixteenth oentury gives the inoome of the parte of OriBS .. already 
subjugated by the Musalman arms at £368,3a3 '''; and the offioial Burvey made' by Akbar'. 
Minister, 'eire, 1580, gives the entire revenue of the province, i'ncludingthe tribute from the 
Hill States, at £433,319 .... A. the Mubammooms more firmly established their power, they 
gr .. dually increased the taxation, and in the seventeenth oentury a deta.iled list of the Oris ... 6,BO&l 
divisions shows a· revenue of £537,193 .... However the revenues might be deranged from 
year to year by tumult or rebellion, the nominal demand remained the same in. tbe Imperial 
aooonnt books; and the Pere 'l'hieffenthaler, amid the Mubratta anarchy of the eighteenth 
century, was still informed that the provinoe yielded £370,7tlO .... 

Tha- revenue under the Gangetio lme (lla2':""1532 A.D.), its last independent ilynasty, may 
therefore be set down at £433,000 a year from the twenty-four thoue&nd square mileB of Orissa 
Proper. The southem strip had long oeased to yield any income to tb.e Orissa king.. The 
present provinoe, comprising .. n equal area, yields to th& British Govemm.nt, in round nm!J.bers, 
£450,000 "I. But while the actual revenue remaine about the same, its purchaaing power 

III 1,500,000 lUrhu of gold. See note 809, p. 316. ThAt is to sayat the moae of the Sivaite Dynaaty. The area 
'II'a8 only 11,000 equat'e miles; but of the territory since a.dded to it to make up the present province, about 12,000 
BqW\l'e miles a.re Hill Statee pa)iDg n. tribute of only about .£6,000 a year. The few hundred square miles added on the 
north in Balaeor are more productive, and the total revenue of the province may now be put down at £460,000. . 

n; Sicca Ha'. 3,400,000, or Company's Re. 3,683.333. Haf' lklirrt, a. Pel'Bi.an MS., apud ProfeesO!' BlochDlllDD. 
m 160,133,237 dim., which. at the official ra.tes of converuon under Akbar, 8Q.ual Sicea. Be. ',018,.830, or Com ... 

pany's Ra. {.308,191. Prin8ep'a Tables; 'l'hf)lD&8' Paeb.'n Kings; At. Res. XV. . 
l1li $ieca. Re. 4.961.497, or Company's Be. 6,374,966, under Shllh Jab6.n, f627-1668; As. Res. XV. !US. 
110&10" AldftoueAi, As. Rea. XV. 21~ This 8um may poeeiblyhave inclwled outstanding arreau. Mr. Stirling 

without atating 8001' grounds, conjectures that it included also the revenue of the Northern CircaJ'll j but nch a oonject~ 
ia opposed to the hlstoric.l fact9 of the time, and to the recorded atatim.cs about the Orissa revenue. 

fal The R.l"9& is 23,907 aqu&I'Q miles. but it has lost the fertile tracts towa.rds the Hugli and received in place of it: 
a.n R.ddition to ita hill territoTy., In I :870 the total revenue wae £164,861, but ,t.hid included the extraonli.nar" income-taL 
£lI)O,OOO iI a fair average ill round numbera.· . 
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haa completely altered. Under the native dynasty, it sufficed to maintain a gorgeous court, a 
vaat army, innumerable tra.ine of priests, and to defray the magnifi08n~ publio works of the 
Gangetio lUngs. Under the English it barely pays the ooat of adminietsring the provinoo. l'he 
charges for colleoting the revenue and protecting parBOn a.nd property amount to £3all,696; the 
interest on oue of the loca.l publio works, the Orissa. oa.nala, comea to £66,000 a year"'; .. 
_single na.tive regiment at Outtook cost8·£17,OOO; and a petty balanoo of £28,000 is all that remain. 
over after paying the merely looal oharges of holding the Pl'\lvinoe. Orissa. contributes soaroely 
auything to the genera.1 exponse of Government. It does not pay its share of interest on the 
publio debt; it contribntes nothing to the cost.of defonding the .l!:mpire; a.nd hardly does more 
than support the oha.rge~ of the looel administration. Under the na.tive dynasty, the 8ame 
reveuue suffioed to support an Mministretion infinitely more minuts, and, as regards ita highpr 
offioials, infinitely higher paid. None of the English governing body in Orises ever hopes to 
make a fortune; under the Hindu princes, Goverument employ was synonymous with assured 
opulenoe. Sixteen great ministers regulated the kmgdom, with seventy-two deputies, and 
thirty-aix separate departments of State. Under the ,lo;uglish, the revenue of Od8 ... with diffi. 
oulty maintains seven hundred sepoys; under the Hindu prin08s it supported, besides a peasant 
militia of <100,000 men, a regular army of 60,OOU foot, 10,000 horse, and 2,600 elephants. 
About a vast militia being attoohed to the soil there can be no doubt; a.nd if Hindu 
chroniolers bave· magnified the numher of the regula.r troops, we know from the Musal.man 
annalists, that the OIis ... king could at a moment's warning take the fie1<1 with 18,000· horse aad 
foot. But the publio works of the Hindu dynasty attest the maguitude of their resources in a 
way that admits of no dispute. Thirty or forty thousa.nd pounds were not considered extravagant 
for an .,rdin"ry temple. l'he aocumulations of one monaroh'" are stated at £1.296,71)0 ... 
and from this he set apart £406.260 ... for the holy edifice of J agannath. . A similar magni. 
fioenco surrounded the private life of the Orissa kings. 'l'heir five royal resideno.s (Kalak.) still 
live in popular tradition; and although the story of the prince ... who died just as he had married 
his sixty-thousandth wife is doubtless a fable, ,yet it is a fable, that could only be told of a 

. great aud luxurious court. 
How came it that the Bame amount of revenue whioh made the Ori .... kings so rich, now 

leaves the English Governors· of the province so poor? I have already shown that the 
great influx of silver which European tnde ponred into India, so decr .... ed the value of that' 
metal that it ... nk from -(ath the vaJue of gold in the twelfth century. to T~th or T\-thsix 
hundred years later. But even this decrease would not explain the afHuence of the Hind u 
rulers of Uriasa aa compared with the poverty of the English. It is when we oonsider the 
value of silver as expressed, not in ~old, but in food, that the explanation becomes clear. 
Nothing like .. regular reoord of pnoes under the .Gangetio dynasty (1l32-ID3~) exists. 
But fortunately the ma .. imum prioes of food during the great famine. which in almost each 
generation deOlmated Orissa, have come down to us, with the proportion whioh those prices bore 
to the ordinary rates. In the famine at the beginning of the fourteenth century, unhusked p'addy 
rose to sixty times its ayerage rate, and sold from si" shillings and eightpence to nine shillings 
per hundredweight '''. In the next oentw'y, under King Kapilendra (146:.t-1479 A.D.). paddy 
rose to 626 times the ordinary price, and fetched from 68. lljd. to 9 •• lld. 'per hnndred. 
weight .... Stirling,' one of our first Commissioners in Urises, obtained an ancient pa!,er 
show~g the e,.,.ot rate. under the Gangetic dynasty, A;ccording to it, ~husked paddy sold 
from lust under a penny to-Ii of a penny per hundredwelgbt .... husked nee at :!~d. to ad. per 
hundrellweight "., and cotton at from 20. I tel. to 38. Otd. per hundredweight "'. 

113 11 millionB sterling had aJrea.dy been spent on 318t March 1811. 
133 RAj' Anang ~him Deo . 
... ',788,000 M6rhae of gold. 
IQ 1,qOo.(mo MArhaa of gold. P1U'U.8hottama Clumdrik', As. Rea. XV. 
8111 Parushottama, in the SI)Jar Litlt 01 Kings, described on II previoUl page. . 
111 The follnwing calculation. the first of the kind in Lower Bengal hietory, i. eobmitted with diffidence to IndiAD. 

Itatieticia'D8. While I believe that the datM here collected are 1lb801wely correct, it ",ill be 8el"U that !;eve)&! elements of 
uncertainty exist. In the famine at the beginnjng of the fourteenth CtmWry, "paddy fOlile to 120 knhtffl. per Maran, 
'I'he Oriaaa bhaTftD will be found fully explained in my Stat. A(!c. of Pun, App. 1, p. 16. 'I'he- paddy bhaqn 
c9ntaina nominally aPout 9i, but practically 9 cwt. A ktihan i. "1,280 COWri68, and 4 kAhana or o,lllU COWl'J08t 
were taken as tb" official rate of eschange per ropee when we m8t obtained Ori8sa. lin 1803). Afterward. thill rata 
was complained of, on the ground that .. rupee cost 6 or 7 k6.hllns instfSd of 4 i and this formed one of the alleged 
C8.W!l8lIof the Khurdha robellion in 1817. (Mr. Commi,trloner Ewer', Report to Chief Secretary to Government, dated 
Cuttaok,13th May 1818, para. 96, Q.R.l. At pretoent the'rate is 3,68i 00"ri08 to the rupee. the great dUferenco 
being due to the fall in the value of aifver which has rapidly gone on since we obtained OriBsa ; and 80 far 0.1 can judge 
the rote officially fixed in 1804 of 6,120 CQwriea per rupoe was considerably under the ac~ua1 rate of exchange. 120 ~'hab~ 
per bha.ra.n of 9 owt. would be 6,. 8d. per cwt. at the rate of "Imhan8 or 6,120 cowries per rupee, thU8: 120 kilhaDa = 30 
rupeea ur 60 shilling8; and if 60 shillings buy 9 owt., the price of J cwt. will be 6 •• &tI. OR the otLer hand, if we take 
the lower or presollt n.te of 8Sl'hang.'J at 3,684 cowries per rupee. 120 kAhans per bbal'llD will t:qun.l9 •. 6a'. per cwt. If 
we take the exchange at the alleged old fB.te of 6 kAhana or 1,680 cowriea to the rupee, which 1 bellev., to be Dearer tbe' 
truth. the pr~ce would b~ redueed. to 4,. 6d. Poer cw~. ~ut in thi' and the following calculati.onl ] ~ye u.ken the ntea of 
exchange whIch 'Would gIve the highest p0881ble pncea In the fourteenth century, 80 as to aVOId the nak of..overstaung the 
rile in prioes since then. 

lilt 125 kAhans per bharan of 9 cwt., i.,., 6,~ ll64. at" k6hana or 6,120 cowries per rupee i and 9 •• lId. at the lower 
rate of exchange of 3,684 cowries per rtlpAe. 

139 'l'wo ~DB per bharn.o of 9 en., '.6., jU8t UDder a pellll'Y, at 6 .6.haDa per 1'Qpe8; lid. at 4- k6.haDa i and IJ of a 
penny at 3,684 cowrIes pt4" l·upee. . 

8«1 '1'en cowries per CUlitllck seer of 106 tolu. , 
IU One pan and 10 fI""qll pe-r Beer. If, 88 seem, 'p08sible, the rate in 8ncient times wall at liz or· eeveo instead of 

4- k6bana to the rupee, th(S1fl pricoa would be a full thud leA; alld the c!epl:cciatioD in the value or Bilver would btl abou& 
one-twelfth instead of €Ille~eighth "f its former PW"chtuling power. 
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From the above calculations -we cannot _take the price of paddy under the Gangetio li ... 
(1l32-lIi32 A.D.) at above 1jd. per hundredweight. It was probably lees. Paddy now costa 
on the field in Orissa a shilling per hundredweight, or at leest eight times its ancient price. An 
&lmost equal depreciation in the vIllue of silver h88 gone on in other parts of India. Thus, in 
Upper Hindustan, under Ala..ud-din (1303-1316 A.D.), the officially bed rate of barley W88 a 
little under sixpence per hundredweight "', and of peas fourpence half.penny a hundred. 
weight.... In the latter part of the century. under Feroz SMh (1351-1388 A.D.). the price 
of barley remained exactly the same, via •• sixpence per hundredweight.... Bnt no sooner dill 
th .. tide of };uropean trsde set in, than the vIllue of silver fell. and at the time of Akbar (1556--
1605 A.D.) the price of barley roseto 91d. per hnndredweight.... The prioe of barley in the 
88me localities is no,,! on an average, abo~ tmee shillings and sixpenoe per hundredweight retail. 
or seven times what 1t WBS throughout the·fourteenth oentury. ._ 

We may thArefore fairly aasume that, 88 estimated in the staple food of the country. the villar 
of silver in Ori_ has fallen to 6th of its purchasing power. Wages 'were rP~ted then, as now, 
by the: price of rice. and in fact were mostly paid in grain. The Gangsbo dynasty of Orissa 
(1132-1632 A.D.). with a revenne nomiually the same as Ola own .. • .... eretherefore. BII 

regards the home products of the country, and their ability to keep up annie. and pompous· 
retinues, eight times richer than we are. 'rhe reason clearly appears why a revenne which now 
barely dem,. the charg<> of eollootion and the oost of protecting person and property, with one or two 
absolutely necessary publio works, formerly anpported a great standing army, a wealthy hierarchy 
of pri.at8 and minh;ters of State, and a magnifioent royal eourt. As the native dynasty had 
practically eight times more revenue to spend than we have, 80 they practioally took eight times 
mure from the people. That is to "'y, their revenue represented eight times the quantity of the 
staple food of the province whioh our own revenue represents. 

The truth is, that a whole series of intermediate rights h88 grown up between the rUling 
power and the soil. I shall show in the next volunle how the native kinga of Ori_ enjoyed the· 
nndividsd ownership of .the land. Instead of a long lioe of part-proprietore stretehin~ from the 
Crown to the cultivator. as at preaant. and each with a separate degree of interest m the soil, 
the pl.""111 domini"m was firmly bound up and oentred in the handa of the Prince. 1.'he growth· 
of these intennedi"te rights forms the most conspicooDs phenomenon in the hilltory of Orissa under 
~ts foreign conquerors. For centuries, nnder the Musalmaua an<l Marhattas, the unhappy 
province knew no Government but that of the sword; yet the very roughness of the public 
administration allowed private rights to spring up unperceived, and to harden into permanent 
oharges upon the aoil-charges whioh it. native Princes would never have tolerated. 1.'hus 
from long enarohy and misery a fair growth of rights has blossomed forth. and the magnificence 
which the Hindu Prinoes of Orissa oonoentrated upen themselves, ia now dietributed in ·the form 
of moderate prosperity among a long. descending chain of proprietors, each with his own set of 
rights in the land. . . . . .' 

It ia to suoh miacsUaneous impostS 88 the stamp revenue and aalt tax that the British 
Government of India-has to look for the means of carrying on the administration. 1'he native 
dynssties trusted almost entirely to the land revenue. 1'hey managed to raise an annual income 
variously stated at from £406,250 to £670.750. or ... y £450.0UO a year. between the twelfth 
and the eighteenth centuries. This almost es actly oorresponde, in figures, to the total revenue 
w hiob, by a great machinery of miscellaneous imp08ts. we now oolloot from the province. In
aaual purchasing power. it amounted to seven times our present revenue. and supported the 
magnificence of a Hindu Court. with a standing army. an opulent hierarohy. and a oost!)' civil 
list. Under British rule. tha Orissa revenue b8rely anfIioes for the charges of the local admin· 
istration. 

Had we dealt with the land as the Native rulers did. and oonsidered it the- inalienable 
property of the State, the land·tax might possibly still have anfficed. But under our more libersl 
polioy of developing private rights in the soil. at the expense of the publio burdens upon it. the 
land.tax h88 beoome wholly inadequate to the cost of Gov8l'l!ment. In 1829.30, the land revenue 
of Orissa amounted to £158,965. In 11136-37. the Government leased ont the province for 
thirty years; and in 1867 the Legislature renewed th .. t settlement for another period of thirty 
years. It now amounts to £ 168.286. and no further inorease can be hoped for till the end of 
the century. Meanwhile. the bare cost of ~ Government amonnts to £422,000 a year; 
and before the end of the oentury it will in all probability I\XCjled half a million. Before the 

III Four jt". per...... The jftal was n of the Biber Tank' of 176 grains; 01' say Ie of the preaent' rupee. ·01' 
._farthing-aDd. half. The .... of t.hat pniodcont.liined 18·81ba.avoirdll~8. As barley cost 4 jitals oreixfarthioga 
pet' 28'8 Ibll!l., the price,... a little under u pencp per c"'. For a fq.ll diac~~ of theee ,,~h", eee Kr. 'l'homaa' 
PMihb Kingaof Delhi. p. 161, ed. l871. 

aa Th1'8e jUab per .. ,.. 
III Pour jJtall per ..... 
... 8 d ..... per _. The dim __ olliciaIlr nokOlled at ... of & rapes, the _ then _tai!led 66-f67 lbo. 

a'VOirdupoilll: . 
". The nvenue under the Gangetic line may iD. J'OUDd numben be set down at A436,OOO, and nnder the English 

.t '.$0,000 • year: With regard to the preeent price of paddy, the people consider eifI'ht a:onaa a cheap ral.e for a Cuttaok 

...,.. c:outaining l071bll!l. avoirdupoi. i or .. Dearl~ .. may be, a shilling a bnnciredweJght. This ie the rate on the fleld' 
aud as will be aeeu in my Rtatilltica1 Accounts (Appendices I, III and IV), the retail price vuiee in diJf"nmt localitiel: 
In Pari dietric& I found that an ordinary rate in good 1008008 'Wal 210 Ibs.lor two ahillinge. In BalallOJ' town the price 
has ..,.;ed from 240 lbe_ per npee i!! 11160, '" ,to in 1870. Th..., ore the pri ... of the common oort of UJ>hUBked pacldr, 
&he oIaple food of UurpeopJe. - _ 

lI8 
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'ftpiij .0' the present Ijl688B, the .1a:ncl-~lI: will ~ield leaf than one-thi!",! of tIle merely local 
expenditare. If, therefore, the proVInce IS to pay lte way. Government Will be under a oonstant 
~eoeaaity of raising Bdditional revenue by meana of the miscellaneous imposte which are 10 
distaateful to au Indian people. . 

This difficulty W&B pattly iuevitable. No materials have come down showing the precile 
proportion of the produce of the soil which the ancient Orissa Dynaaties took. Many conftiot. 
109 traditions exist .on the subject, and doubtleBS the proportion varied in dillerent parta of 
the oouutry. . The rioh delta of Orissa could afford to pay a larger .h"re to the Princetbo.n 
'leBS produ!ltive arid tracts; and, al a matter of fact, the Raja of Parikud, who atill maintains 
his flsCllol independence, takes emotly three-fiftha of the nrop. He, however, like other .Hindu 
Pr:inces, ~ealt with the oultivators direct. We, on the other hand, have allowed a whole lerieli 
.'Ol intermediate holders, each with his own set of rights, to grow up between the Stete and the 
actual husbandmen; and practically not oue-tenth of the harvest ..... aoh8lt the publio treasnrr. 
The following figures will, I think, establish this fact. The three Orisaa diatriota oontBln 
:7,723 square miles, or 4,94\1,120 acres •. At least one-half of this, or 88y two million and a 
half of aores, are under oultivation. The value of the ordinary crops varie. fr"m 10 •• to 
£ l168.· Taking the low average of 158., the total value of two million and a half of . acrea would 
'amouilt to £1,815,000; and a land·tax. of ten per oent. would yield £187,500. Now the 
'BotUlll laud-tax from all souroes BlDOuutS to' £1611,286. While, therefore, B Hiudu Prince 
like the Raja of Parikud takes three-fiftha BS his share of the annual produoa of the soil, the 
.British Government obtains not one-tenth of it. 

This difference is partly due to the liberality of our land settlement, partly to the growth 
'of intermediate holders; but it is also in a large degree due to the fact that we take our rent in 
money and not. in kind. . The rent-roll of an Orisaa estate, when olle.oo for sale in the market, 
is now ·found, as a rule, to be double ita Government laud-tas. Of ooorse, extreme instanoes 
,ocour on both sides. but native gentlemen and native officers have alike assured me that this is 
below rather than above the average. Ineettling with the landholders in 1837, the Company 
allowed grese reduotions to about one·third of the rent for the charges and risks of collection.". 
The extension of oultivetion, with the natural rise in rents, hal doubled the landholder'. 
profits during the paat thirty-three ye8l'8; 80 that, os above eteted, the proprietor now generally 
realizes at least as muoh again aa he pays to Government. The landholder, in his turn, aollecte 
from the oultivator aa rent from one-half to one-quarter of the actual yield of the land, or say 
.one·third. Government, therefor,!, aa it only receiv811 at most one-half of the landholder'. collec
tions, cannot get more than one.sixth of -the net yield of the soil. In reality it receives much 
less. For it takes ite share, not in grain, but in iIilver, whioh is oonstBlltly depreciating in value. 
1'his circumstanoe further decreases bynea.rly one-half the share whioh the State actually obtain., 
and reduces its one-sixth to one-tenth or 'one-twelfth of the produce of the land. I have shown, 
on what 1 believe to be irrefragable evid&nce, that the purohasing power of iIilver in India haa 
fallen during the last five hundred years to One. seventh of ,what it waa in the thirteenth century. 
I propose, very briefly, to prove that this decline, at least in Orises, is still going on, that it haa 
proceeded at a rapid rate during the present oentury, and that at the present moment it continues 
unchecked. 

The period of anarchywhioh preceded our accession in Orissa in 1803, has left few memo
.rials behind it. But I have brollght together, from the archives of the adjoining diatriot of 
Ganjam, a series of papers whioh illustrate the state of prioea a hundred years ago. My materiala 
commenoe with the year 11111, and they show the average/rice of unhusked rice, except in years 
of famine, to have been about 8d. a hundredweight, an the price of husked rice 18. 46d ..... 
In Orissa the oost waa always about one-third lees, and indeed Ganjam imported a large portion 
of its rice-supply from Puri and Cuttaok. This would show the price of paddy in Orissa to have 
been under 6d. a hundredweight; and when we obteined the provinoa in 11103, 6d. a hundred
weight waa oonsidered rather' a high prioe. A shilling per hundredweight is now reckoned 
a oheap rate for paddy bought on the fielc\ at harvest time. In 1771 a bullock sold for 10 •• 
which would now cost at leaat 24 •• , and a sheep from Is. to h. 3d. whoee present price would be 
at,least 4.. The whole.eyide~oa to be derived from' the official records shows that the average 
prloe of staple oommodlties towards the end of the laet century waa lese than one-half their 
present rates. The wages of laborers hore the same proportion, and palanq nin-bearers coat 
4 •. a month who now·.reoeive 88. . 

Webave, however, another means of asoartaining the decline in the purchasing power of silver. 
From time immemorial Orissa, like some other parts of India, baa used a local CUlTeDoy of coU'ri ... 

, 

", The theoretical allowance was -ten per cent., but. the 'ftriOU8 o.ba allOWaDcea railed it to btriween thirty and fortr 
per ceDt~ in Orilllla-tlitil Vol. I, p. 63. . ' . 

... In 1778 the price of paddy in G ... jam varied from 74, to 71d. per owt. ; 
u 1779 •• .0 o. '0 •• 00 74. to 7~d.; 
.. 1780 ., .. .. .. .... 7~M' to 8:4, ; 
,,1781(a. J8B.rofBCal'. City).itroseto.o ., 8 oj 
" 1782 .0 .0 •• •• 00 •• 9 doi 
" 1783 from - •• :.' .0 o. '0 9 d. to 9,4. ; 
.. 1784 !a;. ... of famine) it oold at the aIm .... nouuaal""to of 114. ; 
" 1786 It ell to •• •• •• 0 • •• 8tl. i 
II 1786 '0 '0 ., •• 00 .0 8=~. i 
n 1781 •• •• • 0 .. '0 .. 8~ to 9!4. After thai. year followed .. l8liN'of faminee 1Uli. 

diaturbancea, which oompletely disorganised prie88t ILDd for a. time put & stop to importatiolLl. The 7"" from 1188 &0 
1791 ... atiU spok .... fa. &he period oflh. 1m G ... j .... famine1llldor 0111' rule • 

... 
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When, the provinoe passed into our handa in 1803, the. publio accounts. '\Vere kep't and the 
revenue w"" paid in these little shells. In grantinlf liberal le"".8: to the landholders, however, 
we stipulated that they should henceforth pay their land-tax i,n silver, and fixed the. rate of 
exchange at 1l,11!O co,orill. to the rupee. lfor many years after our accession. the proprietors 
bitterly oomplained that thft rupee w"" worth much more than this rete, and that, in order· to 
make up their revenue in silver, they had to pay the village. banker from 6,40Q to 7,680 COK,it. 
per rupee. This was alleged a. one of the OBuse. of the Khurill rebellion in 1&17; and 
although the hardships may have b.en exaggerat.d, the oommon rate seem. to have been from 
6,000. to ,7,000 COIM;., per rupee. But during the last s.venty years the value of silv.r haa 
steadily .declined, and a rupee !'ow only purohases 3,68!l of thE'Se litHe shells ..... In 1804 tile 
oflieiaJ exchange was 5,120, and the pl"Sot;ical rate.of exohange from 6,460 to 7,680. 

The purchasing power of silver in Orissa haa, therefore, deolined to one-half during tbe last 
seventy years, whether estimated in the low' currency or in the staple food of tlie province. 
The depreciation h"" of late been accelerated by the vest amonnt of specie 'expended upon the 
irrigation enterprises, and by the large payments in silver which have been made to Oris.a fur rice 
. imd other products since the canals opened up the seaboard. These great "!Vorks prectioal\y date 
fNlm the year 1860, and during the twenty years between 1850 and 1870 prioesnav& risen from 
one-third to one·half. Thus to take the town of Balasor, which exhibits the rise in its extreme 
degree. In 1850 the b.st unhooked paddy sold at 168 pounds per rupee ;in 187(1 at 84 pounds, or 
just one-half. Fine cleaned rice waa .100 pounds per rupee in 1850; 80 pO'llnds in 18110; and 40 
pounds in 1870. Common rice has not risen quit. so much,. as the eultivation has in the mean
while ext.nded. It w"" reported at 120 pounds per rup.e in 1850; 100 pounds in 1860; and 
70 pounds in 1870. Wheat sold at 33 pounds p.r rup.e in 1850; 29 in 1860; and 18 in 1879. 

The rate of wages has neen in proportion. In Balasor, nnskilled laborers earned a p.nny 
halfp.nny a dey in 1850 ; they now get from twopence halfpenny to threepence; - Carpenters' 
wages were in 1850 threepenoe a day; they are now fivepeno. farthing. Smiths 'and briokleyers 
oould be had at threepence three farthings in 1850; they now earn sixpence. If we take the two 
oth.r large cities in Orisea, Cuttack and Puri, the same results appear. In Cuttack, day-laborers 
received twop.nce farthing in 1860; th.y now obtain threepence three farthings. Smiths .got 
fonrp.noe halfp.nny in 1850; they now earn sixpence. llrioklayers' wages have risen more 
rapidly, or, from twopeno. farthing in 1850, to sixp.nce in 1870. In Puri, the money wages are 
ofIioially returned at the following rates; unekilled laborers in Pori town, fonrpence a dey; in 
the rural part .. twopence halfpenn:r. Their wages twelve years ago were twopence halfpenny 
in the town, and three halfpence m the oountry. In 18110, smiths and oarpsnters got three
renoe three farthings in the town, and twopenoe in the oountry; ,they now get sixpence .. day 
m the town and threep.noethree farthings in ~he oountry. Bricklayers, who· used to getfolir· 
pence halfpenny in the town twelve years ago, no.w g.t sevenpence halfpenny. '. 

Within the last twenty y.ars, therefore, the prioe of food in the large oity ilf Bala~or ha. 
almost doubled; and throughout the whole province, so far as statistics exist, it has risel) 'by 
about on.-third. The rates of wages· have alsoinoreased 'by upwards of one·third during the 
same period. That these results are du., not to any altered degree of pressure of the population 
on the laud, or in their demands on the food of the provinoe, is clear' from the following fact. 
While town wages, which are paid in money, have thus risen, agricultural wages, which are paid 
in kind, have remained a.bsolutely the same. The field-laborer has alway. earned a lower wage 
than unskilled workm.n in the towns.. In 1850 he received from tw.lve to fifteen pounds of 
unhusked paddy per diem according to the locality; and at the present day he receives exactly 
twelve to fifte.n pounds according to the 10oaJity. All wag .. that 11'·0 paid ~II mOIl.Y 'lace rill.,. b!l 
m0r6 111f.1I on .. third; all teag .. th~t a,.. paid in kind ,..maill tI .. Ill""'. 

Th.se, it should be remembered, are the results of only twenty years. During tbi. bri.f 
period, silver baa lost more than a third of its purchasing power, whether expressed in wages, or 
in the staple food of tbe people. Indeed, one District officer reports to me '(nat the pric. of· food 
has doubled within twelve years. The public rEWenu.s have been d.preciated to at least one
third of th.ir former purobasing power, whether expressed in wages or in grain. I have already 

. shown that the value of silver, as estimat.d in the popular or oowrie ourrency, has fall.n thirty 
per o.nt.· .. sinoe 1804, even calouJa~ed at the rate of exchange whioh Government th.n arbi
trarily fixed in its own favour. If computed according to the aotual rate of exchange then current, 
it h ... d.oreas.d by one·half. Had our first administrators oontented thems.lves with taking 
pByment in silver at the ourrent mte of the oowrie exohange, the Orisea land-tax would now 
have been double what it is at present. But had they resolved to colleot it at a grain valuation, 
according to Akbar's wise pclicy, it would now be more than double; for the prices of food have 
rather more than doubled since 1804. The system of paying the land-tu by a grain valuation 
appears to m& to be the best means of giving stability to the Indian revenues. In Orissa, 'it 
would have enabled us to reduce the salt duty to the easy Madres mte; it would have saved the 
necessity of an income-tax altogether; and by short •• leases, it would now yield as large an income 
as the total ,:"hich we extract by a variety of vexatious burden •. 

au The nte. of COlIne, van., but I am iDformed -that 14gtJlfw or 66 oowriea per pice hae 01 late b68ll tbe ruling 
exchange ill the larger marta. ThiB giVeB 3,684: to the rupee. 

~ '~Ilol -.:;~;: == 70 per Gent., Rowing. deoreaae of 30-p,er cent • 

• 



The experience of the past few years shows that the fall in value of 8ilv~r still ciontinueS. 
Rvery morning the Government of India wakes up poorer than when it went to bed the night 
before. A lakh of rupees in-1850 represented a great deal more in BOtual purchasing power than a 
lakh of rupees in 1860 ; and a lakh of rupees in 1860 represented a great deal more than it did ill 
1870. Apart, therefore, from the cost of increased effioienoy in the Administration, the English 
in India must inevitably go on increasing the miscellaneous pnblio burdens so obnoxious to the 
people, as long as the land·tax is caloulated in silver. 'l'he one remedy is a grain valuation, 
either .truck annually or revised at intervals of about five years. It might be poasible to suggest 
s,)verru sources of revenue, suoh as a duty on Pc/,.. the aromatio leaf that the people chew inst"",. 
of tobaoco, whioh would be less unpopular than the inoome-1ax. But miscellaneous impo.t., 
however unobjectionable in themselves, are mere makeshifts and 8top.gap~ in a fisoal.ystem like 
that of Bengal. The secret of making India p"y is the due oonservation of the land-tax; and 
in order to oon.erve the land-tax, it must be estimated, not, as in Orissa, upon the so-ca.lled rent 

. of the landholder, but upon the actual produce of I,he soil. Until this necessity is realized and 
a.oted upon, every few years will bring a fresh set of flnanoial embarrassments. Under the 
present .ystem, witbout adding a single Judge, or Magistrate, or offioer of any Bort to the Civil 
lAst; without granting one of the administrative improvements which India's rapid advance in 
civilisation suggests; withont undertaking Bny of the rural publio works which' a tropical country 

. SO urgently requires; without allowing a rupee for bringing our materiel of war up to the modem 
European standard; the Indian Government will find at the end of eooh ten years the revenue 
whioh sufficed at the beginning of the decade, altogether insufficient at the close of it.-Hunter', 
" Orissa," 

(C.)-Ezt,.actJrom tile Article on " India" in Huntet·' • .. Galefteer oj India." 

RBVElIlIBS of the Moghul Emperors at thirteen various periods, from 1593 to 1761,· from a 
: smaller ,,!ea and population than those of B,.it~" India. 

11 oghU! Emperon. 

I. Akb&r, A.D. 1693 • ~ .. 
JJo. " " . , 

2. Akb&r, A.D. 1694 .. 
3. Do. tf " 
... Do. ,,1606.. . •. 
6. Jeh6.ngir, A.D. 1609-1~ . r 
6. ~. Do. ,,1628 .• 
7. SMh JeUn, A.D. 1648-49 

8. Aurangoeb. 4.0, Uf66 

9. Do. " 
1670 (I') 

10. Do. n 1696 .. 
1697 
170i" 
1161 ., 

n. Do. " 
12. no. u 
13. ShAh Alum .. 

Authority_ \. Land revenuo. 

NizA.m ud.dCn, not for.&ll India. .. o. .. 
" Allow&Dce for Pt:ovincial 'l'roo:pa t (6umi) . 

Abdul Fa.zl, MSS.; nat for all l'ndiR 
Official dooument. i not for all India 
[ndia.D authorities quoted by DeUet 
Captain Ha.wkins .• •• •• 
Abdul I4mld I,tho>1 

Do. ,. 
Official dooumenta .. , . .. 
~ter o~ci&l documentlt , . 

., 
" 

, . 
N.116,n~,38R. 
" 16,1;82,440 
u 17,460,OOq 

•• Net 17;600,000 
•. ,,22,000,000 

{
GrosH 26,743,970 

Net 24,066,114 

{
Gross 36,641,4-81 

Net 34,606,890 
GemelU Oareri 
Manucci (C.troa) 
Ramusia .• •• ~. •• •• 

NeI3S,719,400 
" 30,179,692 
" 34,606,640 Official .tateQlent presenteli to Ahmad 

ShAh Abdali on hi. entering Delhi • 

I Revenue from. 
all aouroea. 

} 
} 

II 
82,000,000 

t 10,000,000 

!let '2,000,000 

)Tet 60,'000,000 

Nel80,OOO,OOO 
II 71,438,80P 

, 

• The above tablo is reproduced from. aIr. Edward Tbomu' RftltftUl Ruourpq oJ 'M MtJg"u' Empi".., pnblilbed in 
1871. ,ad 'b08 beep revised by him ~m materials which he has collected Binee ttoat date.-I insert the worde",# and 
,ro •• by hi8 d~reetion. . 

t "his is -the loweit eatim'!-te at whioh the Bum .. or Landwehr, in contradiction to tll., Royal4rmy, am be reckoned.-
14~. T~om'Ul' BntnU6 llHotfTCII oJ'hI ¥ogh,d Ertlfirtl, Fa$'8 12-:' , 

The following statement shows the revenues from the provinces of the De~hi Empire und.; 
l!!mperQr Shah J ehll.]s, lti48-49 :- ' 

. . In India. 
Provincca. 

1. Delhi 
2. AII"' 
8. Lahore 
:. AjroE'1'8 .. . 
6. Da.nlatabad .. . 
6. Berar 
V. Al>f4edabaej 

.. , 
.-

.... 
r~. 

.. , 

... 

Land·lM:. 
as. 

26,000,000 
2Z,5UO,()f,() 
22,500,000 
16,000,000 
18,760,000 
18,'150,000 
18,Z60,OOQ 



In India. 

8, Reugal ... 
9. Allahabad 

10. Behar 
1l. M.a.lwa. 
12. Kbandeiah 
13. Oudh 
140. TeliugaDllo 
15. :Haltan 
16. Orissa ... 
17. T ..... (Sind) 
18. Soglana.h 

19. Kaahmere 
20. Kabn! 
21. Bslkh 
2S. Ka.ndn.hu 
83.S_han 

~. 

., 

... 

Land·tu. 
BS. 

12,500,000 
10,000,000 
-10,000,000 
10,000,000 
10,000,000 

7,600,000 
'1,600,000 
'1,000,000 
5,000.000 
1,000,000 

600,000 

Total for all India. 207,750,000 
8.760,000 
4,000,000 

.. , 2,000,000 
1,500,000 
I,()OO,OOO 

Tot&! 220;000,000 

..(urangseb.-All Northern India except Assam and the greater part of Southern India paid 
revenue to Aoraugzeb. His Indian P~vince8 oovered nearly 8S large an area as. the British 
Empire at the present day, although their dependence on the central Government was les8 direct. 
From these provinces his net land reven ue demand is returned at au to 38 millione sterling, a sum 
which represenLed at least three times the purchasing power of the land revenue of British India 
at the present day. But it is doubtful whether the enormous demand of 38 millions was fully 
realized during any series of years, even at the height of Aurangzeb's power, before he left Delhi 
for hi. long southern wars. It was estimated at ouly 30 millions in the last year of his reign, 
after his absence of a quartet of a century in the Deccan. Fiscal oppressions led to eva.ione and 
revolts, while some or other of the provinces were always in open war against the Emperor. 'l'he 
toble given below exhibits the Moghul empire in its final development iu 1691, just before it 
be!!,an to break up. 'l'he standard return of Aurangzeb's land revenue was net £34,505,890; and 
thIS remained the nominal demand in the Mcounts of the central exchequer during the next half 
.eutury, notwithstanding that the Empire had fallen to pieces. When the Afghan ·invader, 
Ahmad Shah Durani, entered Delhi in 1761, the Treasury oHicers presented him with a state· 
ment showing the land revenue of the Empire at £34,506,640. 'rhe highest land revenue of 
Aurangzeb, after his annexations in Southern India and before his·final reverses, was 38. mil
lions sterling; of which close on 88 millions were from Indian Provinces. l'he total revenue 
of Aurangzeb was estimated in 1695 at 80millione and in 1697 at 771 millions sterling. 'l'he 
gross taxation levied from British India, deducting the opium exoise, which is paid py the 
Chinese consumer, averaged 35k millions sterling during the ten years ending 1879. 

L<md :revenue of Aarangzeb in 1697 (acoordioS 
to Mauucoi). II .... 

1. Delhi .. .. .. .. .. 12,550,000 
2. Agra .. .. .. .. .. 22~203,560 

3. Le.hotle .. .. ... .. .. 23,306,000 
4:. Ajmere •• .. .. .. .. 21,900,002 
6. Gllzenr.t •• .. .. .. .. 23,390,000 
6. Malwa .. .. .. .. .. 9,906,250 
7. Beha.r .. .. .. .. .. 12,150,000 
8. Multan .. .. .. .. 5,025,000 
9. '1'0'''' (Si;.d) .. .. .. .. 6,002,000 

10. BlLku .. .. .. . ' .. 2,400,000 
11. Oriesa .. .. .. .. 6,707,000 
12. AlIohsbad' .. .. .. .. 7,738,000 
13. Deooon .. .. .. .. .. 16,204,750 
U. Bera.r .. .. .. .. 16,R07,600 
16. Khandeu.h .. .. .. 11,105,000 
16. J!aglana.. .. .. .. .. 6,8S5,OOO 
17., Nande (NaD.d&ir) .. .. .. 7,200,000 
18. Bengal •• .. .. .. .. 40,000,000 
19. Ujo.in ., .. .. .. .. 20,000,000 
20. Ra.jmabal .. .. .. .. 10,060,000 
M' Bijapur .. .. .. .. .. 60,000,000 

.' Guloonda. .. .. .. .. ('0,000,000 ---
Tol»I .. 879,634.1)62 

ts. KashmeN .. .. .. .. 3,605,09(1 
U. Kabn! .. .. .. .. .. 3,207,260 -------

Grand Total .. 388,246,802 
or 

S38,624,680 

Land reven •• of A"",ngzeb in 1707 (aeeording to 
Ramusis) . 

aB. 
I. Delhi .. .. .. .. .. 30,60&8,753-
2. Agra .. .. .. .. 28,669,003 
3. Ajmere .. .. .. .. 16,808,634 
4. Allahsbad .. .. .. .. 11,'13,581 
6. Pu~b .. .. .. .. 20,653,302 
6.0u .. .. .. .. 8,058,19& 
7. Multan .. .. .. .. 6,361,073 
8. GWlerat .. .. .. .. 15,196,228 
9. Behar .. .. .. .. .. 10,179,026 

10. Sind . . .. .. .. 2.296,420 
1\.,. Donlatabad .. .. .. .. 25,873,627 
12. Malwa .. .. .. .. 10,097,541 
13. Benr.1' .. .. .. .. 16,350,626 
14. Kh&nd~~h .. .. .. .. ll,215.71l0 
16. Bed.ur .• .. .. .. .. 9,324;369 
16. Bong&! .. .. .. .. 13,116,906 
17. Orissa .. .. .. .. .. 3,670,600 
18. Hyd.mbad .. .. .. ", 21.83.,000 
19. Biju.pur .. .. .. .. 26,967,626 

Total .. 292,023,14:7 
20. Kaahmere .. .. .. .. 6,747,734 
2\. Kabul .. .. .. . . ',023,983 

Grand Total .. 801,796,964: 
or 

il30,179,688 

'!'he .. bove lists have been taken from Edward Thomas' Resouroes of the Moghnl Empire, 
pages 46 .. nd 50. 
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(D.)-X.trczcl/rom tluJ Jaumal oj lluJ An:1I1BOlogWl Bu""1l 0/ IJUlia, Vol. IV. 

Translation of a copper-plate grant.- dated the 23M year of Bajendra ChoIa (probabl,r 
. A.D. 1046). 

Hail to Kovirijakeaa.ripaDlDll, the OlwkrfJfXIrti Sri KulottungMO!ndj;va, lIWBying hi. BOe~ 
over all the direotions of the west _ of VikkJa,r and Binga!ar (Ueylon). H ... in the twentieth. 
year of his reign, while gracionsly _ted on Kfili;,ganivtJ1J. the temple throne plaoed in the 
Tirumaiijanatfilai I inside the temple of the town of Ahavamallak:ulakaraIpuram otherwise called 
Ayirattep., was requested by the king of KioJli.ra to exempt the nllagee belonging to the temple 
of . .RajendraSiljapernmballi and Ba.jarajaperomballi which were built in SO!akulavaJlip&t!&!!a, 
eitnated in Patta!!akkiiITU division of the fertile country of KeyamA ... ikkavalan&4u from the 
taxee of antmYiga,' tiiraH&lwi, I fHJ""",ipa1J4a"'I#' and Itund61i I and to permit the exchange of 
the possession of lands from the old inhabitants to the temple. Thus at the request of the king 
of KioJa.ra which was reported by his meesengers, we gracioUsly iseue this Ol'der to our agent. 
R&jamjamil.vendave!A~, to execute copper-plate dconment to this effect. 'l'he Ianda and produce 
belonging to the temple of RitjamjapernmbaW. which was built in Bolakulava!!ipattava in the 
division of Pat~ of the fertile country of Key_ ... i!<kava!anA4u; ninety-seven and 
three-eightieths and a-hundred-and eixtieth I (relia 7) of land in Anaimaligelam of l'at~ 
are now fixed in the possession of the temple in exchange of the ownera with the calculated a 
paddy prodU08 of 8,943 kala",8, 21ii!1i8, 1 kurv~i, and 3 na~, aDd the settled I paddy produce 
of 4,506 ka/a"..; 12! (velis) of lands given to Bmhmana of AnaimmigaJam witli the calculated 
produce of 4011 k"Ia",. and the settled paddy produce of 560 kala_ ; 21 t aDd /,; and Tn (velie) 
of land .in MuiijikkuoJi of this country with the calculated paddy produce of 2779 ktllalll.', 1 iU"i 
and 4 flliru and the Stottled paddy produce of 1,806 /ctlla",~; 106~. (velis) of land in Amnr of 
Tiruvii.riir division, with the calculated paddy produce of 10,606 kala ... , 2liiOli8 and 2 .... "'!Iit aod 
eettled prodnce of 5,850 kala~, 70f and ~ (velie) of land in llii4'&liir, otherwise called VaoJaklldi 
of the oountry of Alaoadn, with the calculated paddy produce of 6,514 kalam., 5 .... "'1' .. aod 1 
n<ili and the settled paddy produce of 2,840 kalmno. 10 I. and",,, and Th and rt. and J Inr 

- (valis) of land of Ki!achandirappii.di of this conntry with the oalculated paddy produce oIl,OJ;& 
kalams and 5 ku~; 601 (velis) of land given as donations to the Brahmans of PilJaiynr of this 
country with the calool~ted faddY \,roduce of 1,~00 kalams and ~~ .settled paddy .produce of 
1,500 kala~. 871 (velis) 0 land m Puttakkndi of Kurumbiir diVlSlon of the fertile OIluntry 
of JayailkondaS6!avalanadu with the calculated paddy produce of 1:1,7:10 Irtzlam. and the settled 
paddy produce of 6,107 /ca/am.; 3..\ (velis) of land in Udayamarttolt;loJanalliir ofIdaikkalina.du of 
the fertile country of VijAyarajendraSo!avajanaoJu with the calculated paddy prodnce of 12 kalam. 
aDd a /curu,,;. and the settled paddy prodU08 of 135 k"Iam., 3 kurunia and the settled dry land 
paddy produoe of 78 ""lamB and 5 lturunia as favurably fixed during the settlement of tax .... 
:aaIf of this the above stated lands and produoe shall be in the enjoyment of this temple and 
tbe other half shall cover the several expenses of fJIltmYiytJ, pmomaipaftdallfltti, and other taX88 
incurred in money or paddy by this village. Thos for the exemptiun fro!D taxation aud for 
the exchange of the lands from the former ownel8 to the temple we iseoe this order. 

Thus 3lf and T'fr andrt. (velis) of land within the four bonodaries with all the taxes of 
a.Uarfi!la and pa",,,aipa,uwrotti and. others exempted we give to the temple. 

The following extract from a grant, dated A.D. 1084 by Knlothungachola shows the taxes 
and seignioral dues levied in the times 0/ tlul Olwla. in the Taojore distriot • 

• • • • • 
may yon enjoy the several trees and the enjoyment and coltivation of mango trees; may you 
have the privilege of opeoing np big oil-presses; may you eojoy the npper irrigation and strain. 
ing in the channels that, passing through this vi1Iage, irrigate other villages ; may you enjoy 
~he npper irrigation and &training in the channels that, passing from other villages, come to this 
village. The cocoa and ~yra trees oultivated in this village shall not be climbed up by the 

NoI •. -The tienDI! II ca1~ted prod~ee IJ and Ie eett1ed prod1lO8" ~ the !'b(m, iucriptioa prolllbly refer to the grog 
JIlOCIuce and the portion.f .t ~ Gcmtmaum ..... re. If thia ......... be ......... the Gov.........t oIIan, it will 
'" aeen. esceeded & baI1 in lOIIle cases. In ODe or two C88e8 there muat be a miatake in the traneariptiOll of t.he iacriptioa 
81 the II settled produce" given exceeds the U calcu1a~ produoe.." It ie aammed that: the .6gvee I"epft8!lllting til. 
8uperficial contents of lands denote" TeliI"-a 'Veli being eqninJent to 8; aeree. .... Yeti II is an .ucieo' .......... and. 
there is DO tradition eorreo.& in the Tanjore district. IIbowiog that either the Gtent aI • yeti ... beea abered GI' u.d any 
othezo land. IIl8II8Ul'8 wu U any time in ase. .. 

• The apartznent in the temple where water is at.oral tor bdhiug the idol. 
• U may poooibly be into,p_ import duti.... . 
• Fees given &0 the temple at ~ pnotice which in aD. HiDd.1OCietieB COIltiDuea to thie day. 
6 Fee for the use of old paths. 
• X...,uli is ...... e for outting wood (geoen.IIy fuel wood for .... in the hoaoeoJ. It is _ plaia ._. by UUoIloo 

ancient ChoJa kings aleo levied. a tu: on the Il88 of &l'IIl8, or whether it is a tas oa ~ 6rewood. in Ioreeta. 
• The Tamil way of ""P"""'ing _... The mode of upre.;,.. would be i0oi; if it ..... _ 17Th_ 

of 97-.'6 ud dw. . 
T The m ....... ement of land is n-' gi..... The graai beinl in the Talij .... di4rid, -I'" the _yof ooIc.Ia

tion there we may roughly tranalate ..... 
a ond 0. Oalc:ulated and aettlecl paddy prod_ E ... _ the -. ..... _ 3 oy-., Iloo __ W 

pn<t_"oing _ hod ill 1'""*-

" 



1'!arar .. ; mayyoll enjoy the privilege of the planting of (pillara for) t~ u 811 befitting yonr 
position. For the enjoyment 01 the above righte; may TOU enjoy also the ntUJalchi, the ;u,yJlclti. 
on .. "ali (of rice collection) for every .Iti (platter) one IUiJi (of rice collection) on (the days sacred 
to) the manes, the tax on weddings, the (tax on) washermen's atones, the tax on potters, the rent 
on water, the leaves collection "(G) cloth to~ (every) loom. the brokerage, the taxes on golclsmithe. 
the tax on neathetds, the tax on sheep. the good cow. the good bull, the watch of the country, 
the gun&, tortoise, hog and oth .... of the kind in the common embankments inside (the village); 
may you enjoy the right of BOwing 1>,.,., the supreme management, the ikudi petitions and other 
rights even without the exception of the lands used for raising good orops. For the enjoyment 
of the above rights. may you e:J:y slso the right of irrigating by obstruoting the water by 
embankments, of stmining and wing the Bow of the current. May you enjoy the right of 
the npper irrigation and straining in the dhanneIs Urigating this land; in these ohanneIs none 
(elae) shall enjoy tbe right of cutting up branch channels, of obstruoting the water. of shntting 
np the lower sluices, of ..wing up the water by obstruotions, and of lifting up water by baskets. 
Let none obstrnot the common rnuning water or use that water for purposes of irrigation by 
obstructing its pollJl!8. Let none-raise round .... bout storeyed houses and mausions or sink uowalled 
wells or enjoy the proceeds of the ooooanut tress yiclding (oocoauuts). dGmaHakam lB,. ,/IG,U H, 
;""rili u;ampaka, the blue lily. mango,jaok, .......... nut. palmyra. 



xii 

SECTION H.-THE CONDITION OF THE PRESIDENCY AT THE END OF THE 
18TH C.ENl'URY WHEN MOST OF THE PROVINCES OF SOUTHERN 

INDIA WERE ACQUIRED BY THE BRITISH. 

(A.)-Eztracts from official "8ports MolDing the condition oj tM ._.tll dis/rUts at tM time ''''11 camtl 
unde,. BritiBh adminiBtration. 

Nort"ern Oircars-Ganjam, Visagapalam, GoddDari (acguired from the Niaam in 1766), Kistn" 
("cgll;.ed from the Nisam j" 1759 and 1768), Palnad (acquired from eb, Nabob of Carnatic in 1801).
The zemindary lands are situated in the hill country of the western froutier, and in the plains be
tween the hills and the 888. The hill zemindars, secure in the woody and unwholesome heights 
which they inhabited, and encouraged by the hope of an eventual asylum in the dominions of 
the Nizam or of the Rajah of Berar, had often furnished examples of successful depredation 
and unpunished revolt. They were surrounded by military tenants, whose lands were held on 
stipulations of personal service, and whose attachment to their ohiefs was inoreased by the bona 
of family oonnection. The.e zemindars consi.ted of three clas.es: First, the Velma. of Tellinga 
origin, who were driven from the Carnatio in the year 1652 by the Muhammadan arms, and wh" 

. established themselves on the borders of the Kistna. Second, the RachelQa"., of the race of an. 
oient sovereigns of Orissa, who were also compelled by the Muhammadan. to relinquish the plains 
of the Circars, and retired to the highland woods that formed their western frontier. Their 
pos.essions are prinoipally situated to the north of the Godbari. Third, the W oona •• being 
petty chieftains of the military tribe, who, after the overthrow of the ~mpire of Ol'iesa by the 
Muhammadans, were enabled, from their local situation, to acquire an independent jurisdiction. 
Their posse.sions are ohieHy situated in the highlands in the northern division of Chioacole. 

The zemindsrsin the plains could boast of no higher extraotion than bein~ descended from 
the officers and revenue agents of the .overeigns of Oris .... who were employed by the Musal. 
mb conqueror. in the management of their new acquisitions, and who appear to have first 
acquired lands and inHnen"", after the oonquest or Aumngzeb, and during the distracted admin. 
istration of his ohildren. 

The military force of the zemindars, like that maintained by the Poligars in the modem 
possessions under the Madras Government, oonsisted of three de.criptions. First, the Common 
peons, who were paid in money and whose oonstant attendanoe was expected. Secondly, the 
NocaBBa peons, who were paid by g .... nt. of land, .ubjeot to a quit-rent only. Thirdly, the 
NannoveI'/lI peons, who oonsisted of military tenants of a higher order, and who were bound to 
bring their adherent. with them to the field. At the time the Ciroar. oame into the hands of 
the Company, the zemindars were, for the most part, in a very irregular state of subjection to 
Nizam Ally. During the weakneas of his Government and that of his predecessors, they had • 
emhraced every opportunity to extend their power,' and ·to assume a degree of independence 
incompatible with any other character than that of tributary ohiefs. In the pursuit of these 
views, they were assisted by the sncces.ive wars and contentions for empire, whloh followed the 
death of Aursngzeb in 1707. Amid.t these convulsions arose a dispute for the suoceBBion to 
the soubahship of the' Deccan, in which Niza.m-ul-Mulk, by maintaining him.elf in oppo.ition to 
the order. of the Mogul, excited the zemindars to disregard an anthority, wbich then possessed 
not the mean. of enforoing their obedienoe. During the period of Nizam.ul·Mulk's usurpation, 
little progress was made in r~duoing the.e countries to a state of order; and a .econd contest for 
the Government of the Deo08.n arising upon hi. death in 1749, the confusion of the internal 
Government was continued and increased. Suoh was the .tate of the Northern Ciroars when 

. obtained by the Frenoh. At the commencement of their administration, they made the Zemin
dars feel the weight of their power; but being called upon to march their troops into different 
parts of the country, for the purpose of supporting Salabut J un!l', before thell' authority was 
establi.hed, they were soon driven to the neceBBity of temporizing with those they had attempted 
to subdue, and di.orders ensued, 'which prevailed from the time the French were expelled the 
Ciroars. They reverted to the Government of the Nizam, under' whom they continued to the 
period, when they were transferred to the ~nglish East India Company. In that interval, the 
whole sy.tem of internal management had become disorgauized. Not only the forms, but even 
the remembmnce of civil authority, seemed to be wholly lo.t. 

• • • • • • • 
'1;Iy the ou.tom of the Hindoo Government, the oultivators were entitled to one-half of the 

paddy produced (that is, grain in the hu.k) depending upon the periodical rains. Of the orop. 
from the dry grain land •• watered by artificial m~an., the share of the oultivator was about two
thirds. 'rhese were the proportions which generally obtained; but particular oast911 were allowed 
.. larger share, 88 well as strangers, that is, those ~yots who were not fixed residents in the villages. 
Before the hanest oommenced the quantity of the orop was aacertained in the presence of the 
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inbabitant. and village' servanta, by the survey of rersons unoonneoted with the villag., who; 
from habit, were particularly skilful and expert in Judging of the amount of the prodnce, and: 
who, in the adjustment of this busin ..... were materially aided by a referenoe to the produce of 
former years, 88 reoorded by the aooountanta of the villages. The ilultivatora were at liberty, if 
th .. y thought it n&eeSS&rY, to make another survey by poople of their own; and if any material 
differenoe appeared in the two estimates, a third aooount was taken, under the ordera of the 
village officers. The quantity whieh belonged to the Government being thus ascertained, it W88 
r&oeived in kind or in money. Before the division took place, certain deduotions 'Were made 
from the graBS produce, whieh the Committee will hereafter· explain. Of the plantation or 
garden culture, which was of greater value than the "ther descriptions of produce, no larger 
portion was demanded from the ryots than one-fourth to one-eighth ~ the entire yearly crop, 
aDOOrdiug to the additional expense, ho'll ble and time required in bringing such articles to 
maturity, and the distance and hRzard of carrying them to market. The rule with respect to 
these superior articles, 88 well 88 small grains, W88 to a .. e .. them with a fI ... ed money-,rent, not 
liable to fluctuation, 88 the produce might be more oT.less. 

Such were the rights of the ryota according to the ancient usage cf the oountry. In oons~ 
quence, however, of the chanll"es introduced by the Muhammadan conquest, and the many abuses, 
which later tim&a had established, the share really enjoyed by the ryots was often reduced to 
a sixth, and but seldom exceeded a filth; for instead of the former usage, the expedient 6t an impost 
originally founded on a measurement of the amble land, and of additional aBBeBBments in pro~ 
portion to that impo.t, was generally adopted, and the amount of suoh additional aBBB8&ments 
had no. bounds, but tholl8 which limited the suppo.ed ability of the husbandman. In those 
parts of the country where the praotice of receiving rente in kind, or by a monied valuation of 
the actua.l produce, still obtained, the oultivators were reduced to an equally unfavorable oitu
ation by the arbitrary demands and contributions to whieh they were subjeoted beyond the 
atipulated rent. 'fhe effects of this unjust system were oonsiderably augmented by the custom 
winch had become common -with the zemindars, and to which your Committee have a.lready 
alluded, of BUb-renting their land. to farmera, whom they armed with unrestrioted powera of 
collection, and who were thus enabled to disregard, whenever it suited their purp0B8, the engage
ments they entered into with the ryota, besides pmctioing every species of oppresoion, whillh an 
unfeeling motive of self-intere.t could suggest. If they agreed with the cultivatora at the como. 
mencement of the year for a rent in money, and tbe .eason proved an abundant one, they tbeD
inoiste<l on receiving their dues in kind_ When they did take their rents in specie, they bardly. 
ever failed to oollect .. part of them before the harvest time had arrived and the crops were out, 
which reduced the ryote to the neoessity of borrowing from money-lenders at a heavy interest 
of 3, 4, and 5 per cent. per month, the Bums requisite to make good the antlcipated paymente 
that were demanded of them. If from cia.lamity or other cause the ryobi were the le .. st remiRs 
in the discharge of their rents, the offioera of the renters were instantly quartered upon them, 
and these officers they were obliged to maintain until they might be recalled, on the demand 
being satisfied. It was a.lso a frequent prsotice with the ""ntera to remove the inhabitants from 
fertile lands, in order to bestow them on their friends and favourites; and to oblige the tyots to 
assist them, when they happened to be farmers, in the tilling of their lana., and to furnish them 
gratuitously with laborers, bullocks, carte and straw. . . . . . 

In addition to the ....... sment on the land .. or the tihates of their produce l'6Cl8ived from 
the inhabitants, they were subjeot to the duties levied on the inland trade, whillh were collected· 
by the renters under the zemindara. These duties, whieh went by the name of Sayer, as they' 
extended to grain,-to cattle, to salt and all the other neoeesaries of life passing through the 
country, and were ocllected by corrupt, partial, and extortionate agent .. produced the worst 
effects on the stats of society, by not only checking the progress of indusb;Y, oppreBBing the 
manuf!"'turer, and oausin~ him to debase his. m,,:nufacture, but a.lso by cloggmg the beneficial, 
operations of commerce m general, and abndgmg the comforts. of the people at large. This 
latter deeeription of imposts was originally conoidered as a branch of revenue too mneh exposed 
to abuses. to be entrusted to persons not liable to restraint and punishment. It was, therefore, 
retained under the immediate management 01 the Government. 'l'he first mtes were easy, and 
the 6Ilstom-house. few; but in the general relaxation of authority prevailing in the Circars, this 
mode of raising revenue for tbe BUpport cf Government was scsnda.lousIy abused. In thll 
oourse of a little time, new duties were introduced nnder the pretence of oharitable and reli~ou. 
donation .. as fees to the ehokedars or aooount-keepera, guards and other olficera at tbe statIons. 
as protection money to a zemindar, or as a present to those who farmed the duties. Not only had 
the duties been from time to time raised in their amount, and multiplied in their number, at the 
dieoretion of the zemindars, and the rentora under them, but they were at length levied at almost 
every stag .. and on every 6uooesoiv8 transfer of property. Uniformity in the principles of 
oollection was completely wanting; a different mode of taxation prevailing in every district in 
respect of all the varieties of goods and other articles BUbject to impost, This consuming I~ 
of oppreeoion had, in some instances, been aggravated by the Company's Govl'rllDlent, which 
when poeseeaed of a few factories, with a small extent of tsrritory aronnd them, adopted' th~ 
measure of placing ehokies or oustom ltations in the vicinity of each, for the purpose of asoe", 
taining the ltate of trade within their own limits, as well as to afford them a'Sonrce of revenne; 
Under the head of Sayer revenue woe also inclnded a variety of taxes indefinite in theit 
amount, and vexatious in their nature, oalled motu","" j they oonoisted of imposts on hOU8et 
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on 'the implements of agriculture. on looms. on merchants, on arti6cero, and othA!' profesllione and 
castes. (E",/roct /1VJIn til. FifM Report 0/ ths Parlu,mental'/l Committeo lor ErUlt Indi,. qfJmr •• 
1813,) 

Netlo.·, Disf,.icl(acquirea from In, Nabob 01 Carnali • • " 1801).-The distriot of Nellore 
did not suffer much in comparison with the rest of the Carnatio in the wars whioh took plaoe in 
the latter half of the 18th oentury; and being exempt from the presence of armies, WI\8 saved 
from the devastation and drain on the population inseparable therefrom. Its proximity to the Beat 
of Government, howevn, exposed it in a peculiar degree to the abuse and lD18-government which 
characterised the Nabab's durbar. 'rhe mass of the people were cultivators who were ground 
down by th" renters and left nothing but their ploughs and oottle. There was no monied 
olass. The head inhabitauts who had been sub-rentera had amassed some wealth. which they 
hoarded. Persons who lived by trade were few. . • .'. • Roads, properly so called. there 
were none and the lines of traffio were infested by robbers and daooits. The trade of the distriot 
was uoimp9rtant and the only outlet for it was by tbe "ea. The chief commodities were grain 
and tobacco and some oloth, while cattle were exported in 80me quautity principally to Hydera
bad. The trade in oloth was the most oonsiderable at one time. There were a number of 
MQgul merohants wbo bought for the market in .Bassora and the Persian Gulf. but th .. English 
obtained access to those markets about 1800; and the Indian mnchandise bewif undersold. the 
trade declined. The grain, traffic was not great. The demand was chiefly m the southern 
districts and the only means of transport by sea on native or, aft; and the winds prevailing 
at the harvest· season being oontrsry. the transport was precarious aud the trade small. 
The enormons expense of land carriage was prohibitive. Carts were not obtainable. All 
goods were conveyed on bullocks (the oost of transporting 1 putti of 'grain was 1 star pagoda 
and Ii mnams for every 8 miles in. 1805. 'fhis is about one-third (If the average price of that 
quantity ruling throughout the district). These difficulti~s, combined with oppressive oustomsaud 
other taxation and the insecurity of the roads. completaly paralysed trade. 'l'he confusion and 
unoertainty of the revenue system; the oppression of the renters, themselves the victims of the 
rapacity of the Nabobs and compelled to recoup themselves by exactions from their people; the 
fraud and venality which had infected all ranks; the poverty of the cultivators who were nine
tenths of the community'; their ignorance and apathetic indifference to their own improvement; 
the stagnation of trade and manufacture oousequent 0.11 restrictive taxation and general insecurity; 
the depredstions of Poligars and Kavalgars, the supposed guardians of the [ublic security; the 
total want of a system of judioature; all these combined to produce a stete 0 things wretohed in 
the extreme. and from which it would be vain to hope for sudden 01 rapid improvement. (Ths 
Nelkwe DiBtrict Manual.) 
. Ceded DiBtrict.-Bellarg ana Cuddt/pall (aequired I,.om tne Niiom i" 1800).-The state of 
the district in 1800, when it was ceded by the Nizam, haa been thus described: Proha
bly no part of Southern India was in a more unsettled state or less acquainted either by 
experience' or by tradition in the blessings of sattled Government. the collection of the revenue 
being entirely entrusted to zemindara. l'oligara and potans each of these became the leader of 
a little army and .carried on destruotive feuds with the villages immediately contiguous to him. 
Bands of robbera wandered through the country. plundering and murdering such travellers as 
refused to submit to their exactions, while the Government, consoiona of its weakn .... scarnely 
attempted to interfere. It is computed that in the year 1800, when the Ceded districts were 
transferred to the Company's rule. there were scattered through them, exclusive of the Nizam's 

,troops. 30.000 armed peons; the whole of them, under the oommand of 80 Poligars, subsisted by 
rapine and oommitted everywhere the greatest excesses. ..' 

KU"flonl (acquired /Tom tile Nabob 0/ Ka,.nool 1838).-lt is impo .. ible to drnw out any 
history of the revenue mana~ement of the country during the tim~ of the N.,bobs. Tbere Were 
no laws hetween the governmg and the governed, the taxer aud thA taxed. except th~ ruler'. 
own will. The little that we OBn learn of the internal eoonomy of the coun~l'y,before the im
mediate rule of the British. shows us that the. maDDer of imposition of the revellue was most 
arbitrary and the oollection most iniquitous. The whole known history. with the honorable 
exception of Manauwar Khan's rule, ie but a series of aots of oppression and violene.. on the 
part of the Nabob. and passive resistance or flight on the part of the people Mr. Blane. the 
'Commissioner. on the assumption of the country. oonstantly mentions these facts and show. that 
the population was abont one-half in proportion to that of the surrounding districts. There are; 
however. now few records of those times extant. The .tory of their destruction is amnaing. 
',rhe British soldiers who were employed in installing Manauwar Khan on the throne took a 
fancy to the oloths in which the reoords were wrapt and pilfered them, throwing the records into 
inextricable confusion. When Manauwar Khan was fairly seated on the throne. he tried to 
re-arrange them; but findin~ the trouble too great, he employed all his elephants and camels for 
Borne days to throw them mto the river. That flowing tide carried down in its bosom the 
evidence of many a deed of oppression and many a by-gone .tory of woe! This act of Manauwar 
Khan the Mild has effectually thrown the cloak of oblivion over tho doings of his ancestors. In 
this oblivion we perforce must leave them. . 

. It will be. however. as well to record a few ,of the BOts of the last Nabob. to show the state 
of the oountry when it :was at first assumed. 'J."he revenue administration was in the greatest 
disorder anll was carried on wiihout any system whatever. No pll blic &ooounts were kept exoept 
~y the village officere, and the ,am.ount of remittances was carried straiSht into the Nabob'~ 



xv 

lIenaua, that being his only treasury. The amount to be paid by.eooh 'Village. was, ohauged 
according to the oapriu. of the Nabob, and he would inore .... his demand without auy ost.nsibla 
reason. When his demands p .... ed aU boundB, the p.opl. would fiy. Tileu tho Nabob would 
allure th~m back with promises, and give them a oowle to _ .... ure th.m, but ... BooU as th. orops 
were ready to b. out, he would Beise the produD •• breaking through his word withol1t soruple. 
In Nandy"'l, wh.re there is some valuable oultivation under a fine tank, he played the poople this 
triok for two or three years, until at laat they threw up the.laud, leaving the Pariah servants of 
the village to oarry on the oultivation ... hest they could for the Nabob. In auother viJla.ge, 
Nannur, he added Rs. 6,000 to the demand. beoause a hors" of that value died there. The 
inhabitants fled and left the Nabob to oontinue the oultivation with his own servants and bullock", 
(Mr. Morri&' Report Oft the .. ttJemertt 0/ the K"NIOol district.) 

Chingk-plJt (acquind i" 1763 ""d 18!11).-The Jaghire was twice invaded by Hyder Ali. 
in 1708. and ill the war of 1780, when he entered it with fire and award. On the termination of 
the lattsr war, in 1784, hardly any other signs were left in many parts of the oountry of ita 
having be.n inhabited by human being., tha.n the bones of the bodies that had b.en m8!l8ll"",d. 
or the naked waUs of the houses, choultries, and temples, whioh had been burnt. To the havoo 
of war suooeed.d the aflliotion of famine; and the omigratious ariaing from these sUOO8BBive 
ealamiti.s nearly depopulated the distriot. . 

The. system of management in the .Taghire, while it WIOS rented by the Nabob. was of the 
same oppressive and cnj list character whioh marked the administration of affairs in his Own 
territory. the Ca.rnatio. It exhibited thrjlUghout a scene of boundl ... exaction, and rapacity on 
the part of the Government and its officers; "f evasion un that of the inhabitants; or of collusion 
between them and the pl1bUo servants; .while the revenue diminished every year with the cul
tivation. 'l'he husb .. ndman was entitled to a certain standard share oIthe orop. but a oonsiderable 
proportion of it was extort~d from him under th~ varied devioes of u,uat o.Beo.menf, jilCed tI8 .... -

",.nt and additional a ..... m ... t. durba,' hlli,.o". and by private contribution. Io.vied by the revenue 
offioer. for their own use. (EotWYzctfrrnn the 1'ifth Report 0/ the Parliamentary Committee lor the 
East Indi" affair., 1813.) . 

Trirh'nopolll (arqui,,,,d ill li92).-Under the Nawab's Government, the revenue had been 
oolleoted in the irrigated. t!,lllks by a divisio.n of the produoe with th~ ryots. As a general rule, 
the orops were equally dlVlded between the Government and the oultivators. after a deduotion of 
6 per cent. of the gross produce had been made for reaping expenses. This was the ordinary 
rate of divisiun (..ol'am), but in lands irrigafaod from tanks and also in those which, from their 
position, were liable to have the crops damaged by innndations, the ryots were allowed to take 
65 to 68 per cent. of the gross produoe. In newly formed wet lande the cultivator's share 
(kndi,.,.ram) was 60 per oent. and in thoBe irrigated by pioottahs and other meohanical contri vanoes, 
it varied from 65 to 681 per cent. The allowanoes (8utollt,.am8) paid to the village artificers, 
wnams. watchers, oultivating slaves (Pallaro), and others varied from 23 to 28 per oont. of the· 
gro .. produce. aud were paid by the inhabitants alone out of their share. . 

In the dry portions of the country, the revenues were collected in some villages aooording to 
the sorts of grains oultivated, while in others the .... essment varied according to the nature of 
the soil. l'he demands were, however, made in a most arbitrary manner, and were invariably 
inor ..... ed if the outturn of the orops happ.ned to be b.tter than usual. The collections in these 
villages were made in money, and not m kind. as in the wet villag .... 

The sale of grain was a striot monopoly. the price being fixed by the manager. All impor. 
tation w ... forbidd<!n. and it was an offence, punishable by exorbitant ftnes,even to lend .. 

. neighbour suoh small quantities of grain ... he might require for. his immediate snpport. The 
grain was taken from the oultivators at the rate of 7 and 8 fanams· per kalam, t and sold back 
to them from Government granaries kept I1p in different parts of the distriot at 9 and 10 fanam. 
per kalam. 

In Bome remarks that he makes on the system of. government ptevailing in Triohinopoly 
b.fore the.Engli.h got po .. ession of the country, Mr. Wall80e remarks that, nnder the system. 
then in force, the people never knew when the demands on them wonld oease. The so-called fixed 
.... e .. menta seemed to have been imposed merely with the view of inducing the ryota to oultivate 
in the hope that nothing beyond the settled amount in money or grain would be exacted fron: 
them. In this hope they were, however. iuvariably disappointed, and he .... ert. that, if in any 
one year the revennes were aotually colleoted according to the fixed rates. this was done merely· 
with the view of induoing the ryots. by this apparent moderation, to inoreass the extent of 
their oultivation in the succeeding year, and thl1s give the managers or their sub-renters an· 
opportunity of doubling their e""otions.-TrichitiopoIV District MalllUJl. 

. Tit/lletellv (arquired i" 1792 and 1801).-Colonel Fullerton in 1783 wrote :-"The last bnt 
aot the le ... t, considerable of YO'll southern territories is '!'innevelly. It is a hundred and fifte..11 
1I!iles in length and sev.nty miles in breadth. A ridge of inaocessible mountains divides it 0": 
the north from the wild valleys of Watrap and Outumpollam. belonging to Tippoo Sultan. It 
stretches -to the ""nfines of Madura and Ramnad on the north· east and east, reaohe. to the sea 
~pon the BOl1th, and borders on the w •• t with the Rajahship of Travanoore, both terminating 

" There were so fana1ll8 to the pagoda. 80 that one fanam equalled 1 anna lot piea of our preseat CDmmCJ 
t The I<1tJam .... taiJ!od 39 "''''''111""1 o! 100 oul!ie inolulo. . • , . • 
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near Cape COmOnD. :& ature·has beeIi bountiful to Ihis l'rovinoe. It. aurfooe is gcner..Ily flat, 
from the see-coast. till it approaches the mountains on Its northem boundary. 'l'he rivers by 
whioh it is inter.ected ensure luxuriant crops of rice, and the driest part. yield cotton io 
abundance. The produotion. of ~he noig~bounng island of Ceylcn wo~d Hoorioh here. an~ thu. 
render us the rivals of the Duteh 10 th" clUn.amon trade; but the peoulia.r tenure under .. h.ch the 
oountry has been held.· the con vnlsions it hB8 endured from lhe first intrusion. of the M u .... lman. 
iu the C011l'lll! of this oentury, and the depravitr, of ita rlllers. have counteracted the ben~fits of 
nat.ure. Even when a native Rajah governed Tinnevelly. the "Hat and open country only was 
reduced. This was let for specific soms to great renters, who were invested with despotic powers 
and harassed the peaceful subjects, while various leaders who possessed considerable territory 
maintained armed forces and withheld thAir stipulated tribute on the first appearance of disturb
ance. These chiefs,·88 well as their subjet:ts. are ealled Poligars; thAy amount at present to ;12. 
eap~ble of bringing ao.ooo hrav? though undi";'lipline~, troopa into ~he .field. They have also 
fortified towns and strongholds 10 the mountalDs; whither they retll'e 10 CB8 .. of emergenoy. 
Besides the territory that these Poligars possess under the ra~ge of bills that fo~ the northern 
boundary of Tinnevelly. many of them hold ample traots In the Hat and onltlvated country. 
Adverse to industry. they sufier their own possessions to remain waste. while they invade each 
other and plunder their industrious neighbours. Such iM the dread of these ravagers, that every 
distriot in the province has heen forced to purohaae their forbe" ... nce by enormous oontributions." 

Of the renters employed to oollect the revenue, Oolonel Fullerton gives the following 
aooount:-

" R was not possible for the English Govemment entire1y to repl'<!8ll the misconduct of 
inferior iustruments who are eager to perpetuate oppression and to enforce unusual measures by 
unprecedented means. 'l'he situation of the ~ountry rendered it necese ... y to continne the praotioe 
of renting extensive distriota to the highest bidder; although every precaution WIIS adopted to 
prevent the abuse 0," power, still the oulleotious oould not be enforced unless an unrestrained 
authority were vested in the renter. His objeot. too. frequently is to ransack and embezzle tbat 
he may go 0:11' at last enriched with the .poils of his province. The fact is. that in every part of 
India where the renters are eatalolisbed. not only the ryot and the husbandman, but the manu
facturer. the artificer. and every other Indian inhabitant, is wholly at the mercy of those 
ministers of publio exaction ... 

" 'rhe established practioe tbrougl.out this part of the peninsula hIlS for agee been to 10110 .. 

the farmer one·half of the produoe of hi. erop for the maintennnoe of his family and tbe reculti
vation of the land. while tbe other is appropriater! to the oiroar. In the richeet eoils. under the 
cowie of Hyder, producing three annnal crops, it is hardly kuown that less than 40 per cent of 
the crop produced has been all~tted to the husbandman. Yet renters on tbe coa.t have not 
scrupled to imprieon· reputable farmers, and to inHict on them extreme severities of punishment. 
for refusing to accept of sixteen in the hundred, 8S the proportion out of whioh they were to 
maintain a family, to furnish stook and implements of husbandry. eattle, seed and all espen_ 
inciident to tbe oultivati,on of their lands. But should thO' unfortunate ryot be forced to submit 
to suoh conditions, he has still a long list of cruel impositions to eudure. He must labour week 
after week at the repair of water-oourses. tanks. and embankments of rive... His cattle. sheep 
and every o.ther portion of his property is at the disposal of tbe renter and his life might pay the 
forfeit of refusal. Should he preenme to reap bis harvest when ripe. without a mandate from 
the renter, whose peons. oonicopill"ys and retainers attend on the ooeasion. nothing sbort of 
bodily torture and a oonfiscation of the little that is left him could expiate the ofience. Would 
he eellany part of his _ntY,POrtion, he oannot be permitted wbile the ciraar had any to dispose 

. of ; would he oonvey anythmg to a distant market. he is stopped at every village by th& 
Colleotolll of Sunkum' or Gabella (transit duties). who exact a duty for every article exported, 
imported, or disposed of. So unsupportable is this evil, that betweeu Negapatam and Palghaut
oherry. not more than 300 miles, there are· about ao plaoes of colleotion, or in other words, a tsx 
is levied every ten miles upon the produoe of the oountry; thus manufaclure and oommeroe are 
exposed to disasters hardly le88 luvere than those which have oucasioned the deoline of cultivation •. 

"But these form only a small proportion of the powers with .. hich the renter is invested. 
He may sink or raise the exohange of specie at his own discretion; he may prevent the sale of 
grain, or eell it at the most exorbitant rate.; thus, at any time he may. and frequently 
does, ,oocasi.on general famine. Besides maintaining a useless rabble. whom he employs 
under the appellation of peous, at the publio expense. hs may require any military force h4J 
linds necessary for the business of oppression. and few inferior officers would have weight 
enough toO jUB~!y their refusal of suoh aid.. Shoul~ .any one, .however, di!'Pute those powers, 
.hould the military officers refuse to prostItute military l!8l'VI.oe to the d'8treea of wretched 
individuals, or should .the Oivil Superinten:dent (the 'i:!uperintel!-dent of A .. igned Revenu .. •• 
the Conector of that tinle), remonstrate agalDst snoh abnse, nothing could he more pleasing to 
the renter; he derives from thence, innumerable argument. for non-performance of engagements. 
and for a long list of defalcations. But there are still some other not le88 extraordinary eonsti.., 
tuents in the complex endowments of a renter. He unites, in his own person, all the branoh .. .of 
judioial .or ciril authority, and if he happens te be a Brahmin, he may also be termed the rep_ 
sentative of eoolesiastical jUrisdiction. I will not enlarge on the oonaequenoes of thus huddling 
into the person of one wretched mercenary of those powelll that ought to oonstitnt& the dignity 
and lustre of suprem& executive authority."-H"torv qf TmnetltUy btl Bi8Mp Caldwell. 
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Sak',1 (arqui,·td in 1792 from Tippu Sliltan)-That.the generality of the peasants who 
iuhabit the Baurama.hl are extremely indigent is a truth of which daily experience' convince. us. 
~'he .y.tem of oppre •• ion, which obtained in the last Government, and the frequency of de.truc •. 
tive wars, have entailed upon them a state of poverty.from which nothing but.the operation of 
time, under the fostering influence of moderate taxation, mild laws and the impartial distribution' 
of justice, oan relieve them. - Far removed from the seat of . Government and seldom obtaining 
8ubstantinl redress, even though tbeir complaints should. reach the throne, patient of injury' 
beoo.use hopeless of relief, and rarely poss •• sing the means by which the venal award might be 
procured, they were suojeoted to ttle unrestrained hand. of oppression, which, insatiable in its. 
grasp, preyed indiscriminately on their property, palsied the very nerve of industry, and implanted 
in their minds a distrust of the intention .. of their rulers, which better treatment and more atten-' 
tion to their ciroumstances have .carcely been-able to eradicate. The undistinguishing ravages 
of war, ever fatal to the industrious husbandman, brought with them an acoumulation of distre .... 
E:o:posed from their oentriealsituatJon to the inoursious of contending armies and the depredations 
of !lDprinoipled Poligars, equally mistrusting the power that invnded and the friends who ought 
to protect them from violence, they had no safety but in fiight, no security but what was afforded 
by inaccessible mOllntain., from the tops of which they beheld th .. destruction of their former 
ha.bitations.-lIlr. Orallam, .ti •• i.tant Oollector, Salem Diat,.ict--1791. 

e • e e e. 

lJlola6ar ((1cqu;"d ill 1792 from Tippu 8ulttrn).-" Ma.labar," ."ys Mr. Brown, Commercial 
Resident, .. when Hyder invaded it, was divided into a number of. petty Rajahships, the 
government of which being perfectly feudal, neither laws nor a system of revenue were known 
a.mongst its inhabitants. Owing to the quarrels between the different raja.h. and the turbulent 
spirit of the Nair ohiefs, who were frequsntly in arms against eaoh other, the state of .the 
country wa.s little fa.vorable to the introduction of order or good government. Malaba.r, how
ever, was then a country very rich in money. For ages the inhabitants have been accum1!la.ting 
the p)"eciou8 metals that had been given them for the produce of their' gardens. Hyder's 
only objeot, in the' onuntries that he conquered, was to acquire money, and, provided he got 
plenty' of tha.t, he was ve,y indifferent as to the· means which his officers took to obtain it. 
Immediately after the conquest of Ma.la.bar, vast sums were extorted from its inhabitants by the 
military officers a.nd by the Cana.rese Brahmin. placed over the revenues. Of these extortions 
Hyder recpived a. .share; a.nd.no want of a system of revenue was felt until these sources began 
to fail. When he found the assets from Malabar fall short of its charges, he li.ten~d to pro. 
posals from the raj aha to become tributa.ries. An estimate of the re~enue was made by the 
abovementioned Brahmins, who, as many of them were to remain with the rajahs 80S spies-on: 
their actiuns, took oa.re tha.t the estimate should be so formed as to leave a. large Bum to 
be divided between them and the ...rajahs. By. this new order of things, these latter were 
vested with despoti" authority over the other inhabitants, instead of the very limited prero
ga.tives thILt they ha.d enjoyed by the feudal system, unoer whioh they could neither exa.ct 
revenue from the lands of their vassn.ls, nor exercise any direct a.uthority in their districts. Thus 
tbe a.noient constitution of government (which, although defective in many points, was fa.vor· 

. a.ble to agriculture from the la.nds beinl\' unburthened with revenue)· was in a. greet measure 
destroyed, without any other being substituted in its room. The ra.jah was no longer, what he 
had been, the Iiead of a. feuda.! aristoora.cy with limited authority, but the all.powerful deputy of 
a. despotio prince, whose military. force was always at his command, to ~urb or ohastise any of 
the chieftans who 'Were inclined to dispute or disobey his mandates. The condition of the 
inhabitants under the rajahs thus reinstated in thcir governments was worse than it had been 
under the Canarese Brahmins, for the rajahs were better informed. of the BUbstance of indio 
vidun.ls and knew the methods of getting at it. In short, the pr"oarious tenures by which the 
r"jahs heM. their sta.tion, joined to the uncontrolled a.uthority with which they were vested, 
rendered them to the utmost degree rapacious; and not even a. pretence was set up for exacting 
money from all such as were known to have any. There were no la.ws; money insured immu
nity to oriminals; and innocent bloo.d was often shed by the rajahs' own hands under the 

.pretence of justice. In the space of a few yeers many of them ama.sed treasure to a.n.amcunt 
unknown to their a.ncestore; and ha.d it not been for the dread. that they entertained of Hyder'. 
oalling them to an aocount of their ill-gotten wealth, their situation under 'them was better than 
that which they held before the invasion. The country, however, was daily .dsclining in 
produce and population, insomuch so tha.t, a.t the accession of Tippoo, I have reason to ClGncIude, 
from my own observations, and from the inquiries wbich I then ma.de, that they were reduced to 
one-half of what they hnd been at the time of Hyder's oonquest. But still greater calamities WItr8 
reserved for the unfortuna.te inha.bitants of this country in the reign of the Sultan. During the' 
government of his fa.ther, the Hindus oontinued unmolested in the exercise of their religion, the 
oustoms a.nd observanoes of which, in many very essential points, snpply the pla.ce of Ia.ws. To them . 
it was owing that some degree of order had been preserved in sooiety during the changes that ha.d 
te.ken plo.08. l'ippoc, on the oontra.ry,· early undertook to render Islo.miam the .ole religion of 
Malabar. In this cruel and impolitic undertaking he was warmly seconded by the Moplo.ys, men 
possessed of a strong zeal and of .. large ahare of that spirit of violence a.nd depredation which 
"I'pea.rB to have invariably been an ingredient in the ohara.cter of the p""fessors of their religion in 
every part of the world where it has spread. All t~e oonfiden ... of Sultan was bestowed o~' Moplays, 
.... d ill every plaoe. they hecame the offioers a.nd ~s~ents of government. The Hindus were 
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everywhere perseouted and pl;"ndered of their riches, of their women, and of their oLilJreo. All 
suoh as could flee to .. other countries did so l those who oould not escape took l'efuge in the foreots, 
from whence they waged a oonstant predatory war againet their oppreesors. To traoe the progress 
of these evils would carry me too far. I mention them only for the purpose of showing how the 
anoient government of this country was at last completely destroyed, and anarchy was introduced. 
The Moplays never had any laws.onmy authority e>.cept in the small distriot of CauDanDre, e .... n 
over their own Sect, but were entirely subject to the Hiudu ohiefs, in whose dominions they 
resided. Tippoo's code was never known beyond the limits of Caliout. During this period-of 
totalansrohy, the number of Moplays was greatly increased, multitudes of mndus were circomcised 
by. foroe, and many of the lower orders were converted. By these means, at the breaking out of 
the war conducted by Lord Curnwallis, the Hindu popul~tion was reduced to a very inconsider
able number. The descendants oHhemjahs were then mvited to join the Company's forces i and, 
when Tippoo's army .had been expelled from Malabar, many Naira returned from their exile 
in Travancore; but their number was trifling compared with wbat it had Deen at the commence
ment of the Sultan's reign • 

.. From this short sketch it is evident that this province, aHhe time it was ceded, had renlly 
no form of government, and required a new system to be framed for its use. The feudal system 
was broken; and no other kind: of administration was known to the rajahs who laid olaim to their 
respective disUiots than that whioh they had exercised or witnessed under Hyder, and whioh 
was a compound of oorruption and extortion. To these men, howeveT, the m68t unfit that eould 
have been selected, was the whole authority of fovernment over the natives entrustsd. Two 
evils of great magnitude were the consequence 0 this measure; the extortions and corru?tiona 
of t.he preceding administrations were coutinued, ·while the ancient felldal institutions of military 
service were revived. and sll thl! N airs thereby attached to the different chieftains. and these 
again to the rajahs. Nothing oould exceed the despotio rapaoiousness of these men to oppose 
which there was no barrier; fOl it is well known that none of the inhabitants dare complain 
against a rajah, whatever injuries they may have sustained. assassiuation being a certain 
follower of oomplaint. It is not surprising that under such rulers agrioulture did not flourish, 
and that the fields now cultivated (which in some diotricts bear but a small proportion to those 
that are waste) should yield but ~ery indifferent crops." • 

Soulh O .... ara (acquired fr()m Tippoo Sultan in li99).-Canara has, however. now com
pletely fallen from t.his state of prosperity. The evils which have been contiuually accumulating' 
upon it since it became a province of Mysore have destroyed a great part of its former popula
tion, and rendered ita remaining iDhabitants as poor as those of the neighbouriDg countries. Its 
lands, which are now saleable, are ruduced to a very small portion and lie chieOy between the 
Kundapur and Chandragiri rivers, and within five or six mill'S of the sea. It is not to be 
supposed, however, that the whole of this tract can be sold, but only that saleable lands are 
scattered throughout every part of it, thinner in sume places. and thicker in others, particularly 
in' th~ Mangalore dismct. There is scarcely any saleable land, even on the sea-coast, anywhere 
to the northward of Kundapur or anywhere inland from one end of Ca.nara to the other, 
exceptiDg on the banks of the M angalore and some of the other great rivers. In the vicinity of 
the gMts, the lands are not only uDBRleable. but· the greater part of them is waste and overgrown 
with wood. It is reckoned that the population of the country has been diminished ooe-third 
within the last forty years; and there can be little doo1:it but that its property has suffered a 
much greater redu"tion. Garisappa, Ankol ... and Kundapur, formerly flourishing plaoos, contain 
DOW only a few beggarly inhabitants; Honawar, once the second town in trade after Mang&\ore, 
has not a single house; and Man galore itsell is greatly decayed. . 

It may be said that this change has been brought about by the invasion of Hyder; by the 
four wars which have happeued, since that event; by 'l'ipp60 himself destroying many of thl' 
principal towns upon the coast and forcing their inhabitants to remove to Jamalabad and otber 
unhealthy situations' near the hills; by his seiziog in one nigllt all the Christians, men, women 
and ohildren. amounting to .. bove sixty thousand, and sending them into captivity to MY80re. 
from whence one-tenth of them never returned; by the prohibition of foreign ttade ; aod by the 
general corruption and disorder of his government in all its departments. These circumstances 
certaiuly accelerated the ohange, but taken altogether. they probably did not oontribute to it so 
muoh as the extraordinary augmentation of the land rent. 
. A !p.oderate land rent carries in itself such an active principle of prosperity that it enables 

a oountry to resist for a long time all the evils attending a bad government. and also to recover 
quickly from the calamities of war. When it is fixed and light. the farmer sees that he will reap 
the reward of hia own industry; the cheerful prospeot of impro\'"ing his situation animates his 
labours, and enables him to replace in a sbort time the losses he may have sustained from adverse 
seasons, the devastations of war and other acoidents. But when an oppressive rent is Sllper-

_ added to all the other mischiefs of a tyrannical Government, the country, however flourishing it 
may ever hav.e been, must sink under them at last, and must hasten to min at a more rapid pac& 
every succeeding 'year. 

Hyder mined Canara, * highly improved conntry. filled with industrious inhabitants enjoy
'ing a greater proportion of the produce of the soil and being more comfortable than those of 
any pro~ince under any native Fower in India; but instead of observing the wise and temperate 
oonduot which would have secured to it the enjoyment of these advantages, he regarded it as a fund 



from whioh he might draw, without limit, f,.r the expenses of his military operations in' other 
qaarters. The whole oourse of the administratiou of his deputies seem to have been nothing but a 
B.ries oiexperimente made for the purpose of discovering the utmost extent to whioh the 
land,rent could be carried', or how muoh it wasl10ssibla to extort from the farmer without 
diminishing oultivation. The savings aooumulated In b.tter tim.s enabled the country to support 
for Bome' years the p ..... ure of continually inoreasing demauds, but they could not do so for ever ; 
tailures and outetanding balanoeB b.came frequent before his d.ath. 

The Bame demand and worse manag.ment increas.d them in the beginning of Tippoo's 
reign. He was determined to relinquish no, part of his father's revenue. He knew no way 
of making up for failnres, but by compelling one part uf the ryots to pay for the defioiencies of 
the other; he made them pay not only fol thoee which aros. npon the oultivation of the current 
yaar, but also for those whioh arose from the waste lands of dead a.nd d.s.rted ryots whioh were 
annually increasing. Soverity and a o.rtain degree of vigilance and oontrol in the earll. 
part of his governm.nt, kept the oolleotions for sometime nearly at th.ir former standard, but it 
waB imposstble that they could r.main BO long, for the amount of lan1 l.ft unoooupied from 
tha flight or death of its oultivatoi·snecam. at laet BO great. that it oould not be disohar/l.d by the 
remaining part of the inhabitante; and the oolleotione before the end of his reign fell short of' 
the BSSessment from ten to sixty per oent. Th. "measure whioh he adopted for pres.rving his 
revenue wae that whioh most .ff.otually d.stroy.d it; he foroed the ryote, who were weB.nt, 
to oultivate the lands of the dead and absent; but 8S the inorea •• d rent of their own lands 
required all their oars and labour, by turning a part of it to these new lands the produoe of th.ir 
own W8S diminished, and th.y b.oame inoapable of paying the rent of either. The effect of 
this violent regulation w ... to hasten the extinction of tha olass of anoi.nt proprietors or land
lords; for, many, who might still have coutrived to have held that rank, had th.y been permitt.d 
to confine thei1' stock to the oultivation of their own lands, when they were obliged to employ 
it in the oultivation of those of oth.r people, and when the cons.quent decre .... of the produce 
I.ft no surplus after paying the rent of 60vernm.nt, sulik to the state of labor.rs. Nothing can 
more strongly indiOilte the poverty of a country than when its lands, so far from being sal.able, 
must b. forced, upon the cultivators, but this praotine pr.v~ls more or less throlllrhoqt 
Cauara, and is ,!ery g.n.ral everywh.re to the northward of Kundapur.-8ir T',oma. M,.mrQ, 

(B,)-A Usl. of Mof.lI'rp/,a Iaales levied in tha vi/l,tg. of 8inganallur in tlU! Ooimbato,·. distNo! 
taken f"om the .... ora.. kept by tha karnam of the" uillnge.-The to", was l.vied on all 
pe,'so"o with the ..... ptwn qf.l""d-hola..rs. Tile following are the mt •• at w1W:h ,S07118 of 
tke Tnoturp"" t.us. were I •• led :- ' 

Salt.to,. on each k"vali or pot 
'l'ax on cloth·baoour •• first-cl ... s, 40 fanams 

" on " second-olass, 20 fanams 
.. on .. third.olaes, 10 fanams 
" on baTbers, 8 fana.ms ... • ••• 
.. on blacksmiths, 8 fanams 
'J on carpenter, 8 fanamR 
.. on doubl. bullock cart, 8 lanams 
" on weavers, 6 fanams 

'" 

.. on paok.bullock, 4 fanams ... .,. 

.. on shanan (toddy drawer), 2 £anam. 

.. on kurumbas (weavers in wool). 2 fanams 
,. on washerm8D, 8 fanams 
It 9D pa.riahs, 8 fanams 
.. on n.eladllppu (indigo vat). 8 fanams 
.. on chuckler., 8 lanams .. ; ••• 
" on oil-mill, 10 fanam8 ... 

• 

, .. 

'" 
I 

... 
" . ... 
' .. 

... 

... 

. .. .. , 

RS. A. P. 
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11 12 0 
514 0 
2 15 0 
258 
2 5 8-
258 
258 
1 12 3 
1 2 10 
095 
095 
258 
014 2 
258 
258 
2 15 0 



SECTION IlI.-THE CONDITION OF THE AGRICULTURAL CLASSES UNDER 
BRITISH ADMINISTRATION DURING THE 1ST HALF OF THE 

PRESENT CENTURY. 

(A.)-&tract from the " Indian Economi.I." 

LAND RavENua : i'AYKBNT IN lUND, OB IN KONIY. 

The causes of the remarkable fall in prioes which bas almost invariably followed the 
transfer of territory from Native to British rule, have nowhete, we think, received so satisfactory' 
au exposition as in a paper that appeared in the April number of the old ..Bombay Quarterly 
Journal in 1857. We shall make no attAmpt to recast what was there so 11'011 stated, but. 
devote our present space to the reproduction of a part of that pap.r :-

"It seems to ns that there are certain prominent characters 'by which the British system 
of revenue and fiuauce i. breadly marked and distinguished from that of. all the Native Gov
ernments which have preceded it, and that in thL';r peculiarities we shall find an adequate 
explanation of the remarkable phenomenon which we are now considering. The Anglo-Indian 
financial system differs from that of the N .. th'e Governments in the following most importaut 
particulars :-

" lslly.-1'he payment of the army, police and other public establi.hment. in cash. 
"2ndly.-The collection of the land tax in money insteaa of wholly or partially in kind. 
" 3rdly.-The transfer of a portion of the Indian revenues to I';ngland, for the payment 

of the Home charges, nsually and correctly styled-" The Indian 'l'tibute." 
"4thly.-The creation of a funded pnblic debt, of which the interest ba. ~ be paid ill, 

cash. 
"The charges to be defrayed ont of the Indian reveuue, beiug of an inflexible character, 

could only be met in years of deficient collections by borrewing, and hence they involved the 
creation of a funded public debt. But they bronght about more important consequences still, 
for, the payment of treops and establi>lhmenta and the interest of the public debt in cash, of 

. necessity, involved the collection of the revenue in cash too, and the Iattermeasnre, however little 
thonght of at the time of its introduction by onr Indian Land Revenne Collectors aud }'inanr.iers, 
has predn~ed I!- momen~ous re,,:ol~tio~ in ~he value of propert:r and bearing of taxation in India 
far exceedmg m degree, bnt Slmilar m kmd to that effected ]Q' England by the return to cash 
payments in 1819. 

"Under Native rule the land tax was the chief sonrce of revenne and was in great part 
either levied in kind, or assigned for the support.of troops and establillbments. 'rhere was only 
a small portion of tbe whole collected in money, and transferred from the local to tbe oen tral 
treasuries. The standing military force kept and regn1a.rly paid by the Government was small. 
The bulk of the troops consisted of a kind of militia. furnished by jaghirdars and other land
lords, to. whom the collection of the taxes was assigned for the .upport of these levies and for 
conducting tbe civil administration of the distriota placed nnder their jnrisdiction. l'be troops 
or retainers of these fendatori.s were in great measure maintained on the grain, foragA and 
other supplies furnished by the districts in which they were located. The 1a.nd tax was in con
sequence either wholly or partially taken in kind and what was collected in money was generally 
paid away to parties on the spot, and thus quickly returned into circulation, The hereditary 
revenue and police officials were generally paid by grants of land on tenure of service. Wagea 
of farm servants and agricultural 1a.borers were paid in grain. 6rain also was tbe common 
medium of exchange for effecting petty purchases in country towns. l'he farmer's or laborer's 
wife took a basketful of grain on her head to market instead of a purse of money, and therewith 
purchased her week's supplies. The people lived in a rude and simple fashion, baving few 
wants, and knowing little of lnndes. In inland districts the chief imports were salt, metsls, 
and a few luxuries for the better classes; but the value of tbe whole w"" inconsiderable and tbe 
exports with which these were purchased were, of conrse, correspondingly limited. In ibis 
state of things money was hardly wanted at all, and a small supply of coin snfficed for the 
realization of the publio revenne, and the settlement of commercial traneeotions. Uut while 
the quantity of coin in circulation w .... small, the prices of agriculturel produce wers well suotained, 
owing to the limited extent of laud in cultivation and the large demand for food by the nnmerous 
body of the people employed nnproductively as soldiers, retainers, and public officers of all 
kinds, and the. difficulty (If supplementing .deficient harvests by importations from more 
favored districts, through the want of good reads or other facilities for the transport of bulky 
produD\!. The foreign comm~rce of the country at large w .... necessarily confined within very 
narrow limits. It was only the products of the coast districts and the more valueble com
modities of the interior, such as indigo and. mannfaotured goods, that could bear the 
expenlie of carriage te the porta of shipment so as to admit of being ~xported. India, at tbat 
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time. coveted few of the produotiona of foreign oountriea and her most 'important import. were 
the precious and common metals. broad-cloths. jewels. and other luxuries for tbe wealthy_ 

"The innovations made in the revenue and fiuancial system by the British have, however. 
effected the most sweeping ohanges in all of theae particular •• and we shall )lOW endeavour to 
trace their operation on the territory of a native prince passing under the sway of the Company_ 
The fir.t step. taken wore to .ubstitute regularly-paid and disciplined troop.. located in 
military stations, for the rural militia of the native feudatories. and a staff of European and 
native officials reoeiving fi.ed aalariea, in place of the former mamlutdar. 'and revenne farme ... 
with tbeir followers, who paid themselves by perquisites and other indirect gains. but received 
very triHing emoluments from the treasury of the State. The nerland an all-important step 
in Anglo-Indian adrninistration was to <ielleot the land tal< in money in.tead of realizing it in 
kind, according to the practice whioh had virtnally. if not nominally, obtained to a great extent 
nnder native rule. The immediate and inevitable consequence of this general enforcement of. 
money ass ... sments w .... that the amonnt of ooin, previously circulating and sllfficient for the 
adjustment of the limited transaction. connected wit.h revenue and commerce under the native 
system, proved quite inadequate for the s.ttlement without a derangement of prices of the 
greatly enlarged transactions resnlting from the British system. Under the native system. 
the .rue for cash 'of a .mall part of the agricultural produce of a di.triot sufficed to provide for 
all its liabilities connected with taxation and commerce. Under the British system. on the 
contrary, twice or. perhap •• three times the quantity of prodnoe had to be .0 .old in order to 
provide for the same objeots, owing to the whole amount of the land tax being demanded in .coin; 
But the .upply of coiu remaining as before, tbe effeot of this increased demand for it was of 
eourse to enhance its price. The ooin in circulation had to perform double Or treble the work 
it had accomplisbed before. Tbe ryot requiring more cash t" pay hi. money .... es.ment bad, of 
course, to bring more produce to market, which occasioned a glut aud brought down price.. And 
this .tate of thing. was aggravated by the demand for grain and forage in the country markets 
being less than before. owiug to the disbandh'g of tbe irregular force which had been kept np 
by tbe naUve jaghirdars and other funcUonaries of the former Governments and to the increased 
production due to an extension of cultivation by means of these disbanded levies. Prices 
fell more and more until, in many case., our Colleotors fonnd it to be wholly impossible to col
leot the full land .... es.ment, and large remi •• ion. bad to be annually made. 'I'he village 
g .... in merchant •• who are also the village bankers. deprived of a suffici~nt market at their own 
door., were compelled. in order to find money to supply tbeir constituents with, to .eek more 
distant markets for the di.posal of the produce left npon their bands in liquidation of advances 
previonsly made by them to the ryots. 'rhi. awak ... ned a spirit of greater enterprise and 
activity among the commercial olas.e., whioh was gradually commnnicated to the ryots. and laid.' 
the germ of that IlOtive foreign trade wbich now advances with gigaxitic .trides, and has already 
penet.rated into the remote.t recesses of the interior. This collateral benefit, conferred by the 
.British plan of admini.tration, has fairly set free tbe spirit of progress long .pell-bound in the 
native mind under the iion ,fetters of Asiatic customsi far more than compensatesln,dia for tha 
period of suffering in wbich it originated. . 

"The .ufferings of the rnral popnlation dnring this transition period were. without donbt. 
very .evere. The revenne reports of onr Collectors in newly-acquired territories abound with 
haras.ing description. of the depressed condition of the agricultural classes, and with repre
sentationsof tbe difficulties they e~perienced in collecting the land as.essment. owing to the 
great fall in, the prices of all descriptions of agricnltural produce. The .... e •• ments of Sir 
Tbomas Munro in the Mad .... district. failed from this cau.e. So did the early Revenue 
.ettlement of the Bombay territorie., aud also the permanent settlement of Bengal, which occa
.ioned the min of the fir.t proprietors. And quite recently we bave had a .triking example 
of ·the same phenomenon in the case of the Punjab. It is .tated in the report of the Board 
of Admini.tration for tbe year. 1849-50 and 1850-51, printed for tbe Conrt of Director •• that 
fixed money .... es.ments were .sub.tituted in 1847- for the system we fonnd in existence. and 
that in the whole of the Punjab a reduction of the land tax, equal to. 25. per. cent., ha. 
been effected. 'rhe demand for food has not decreased; it has probably increased'; for althongh 
the army of the late Government has been disbanded. there are not, between the Sutlej and the 
Kbyber, less than 60.000 fighting men with, perhaps, five time. that number of .amp followere. 
Henoe there is a larger demand tban before for food over the country generally, tbough the 
market round about Lahore i. more limited. The labonr employed on oanals. road., canton
ments, and otber publio works mu.t cause the circulation. of large snms of money. and increase 
the demand for food. The pay of onr army witbin the limits (of tbe Punjab) h .... been e.ti~ 
mated to be equal to one million sil< hnndred and fifty thonsand pounds. The expenditure by 
the various ciVIl establishments. the Commi.sariat and Exeontive department., and the different 
works in progros. under the Board, are probably equal to anotber million; .0· that nearly 

- donble tbe Punjab revenue. are at present spent in the'country. In de.pite, however, of large 
reduction. (of .... essment), the complaints during the past year on the part of the agricul. 
turists have been loud and general. Prices (in maoy villagds) have fallen a half. Tbe ory of 
over· ... sessmeot i. loud and general. Tbere has been a very general demand among the 
agriculturists for a return to grain payments. and to a division or appraisement of the cropa 
every season, 
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"It is olear from these statemente of the Board of Administration that the specfe in the 
Punjab must have beeu largely increased under our rule, even if we make the most ample 
allowance for tbe re-expo.-t of a portion of it, remitted by. our sepoys and camp followers to 
their homes in the older provinces. And yet, in the face of this l .. rge increase of coin in circur 
lation, prices have fallen nearly 50 per cent. 'I'he Board, following the example of our early 
CoIIectors, attribute this decline of prices to abundant harvest and extension of cultivation; 
but it may well bp doubted whether the increase of production in the Punjab, up to the time 
referred to iu, the Board's report, had more than kept pace with the increased consumption 

'due to the presence of oor army, numbering with its camp followers nearly four hundred 
thonsand souls. The phenomenon of a great and Rndden fall of prices is not singular, or con. 
fined to tbe Ponjab, but. waS eqoally observable in other parts of Iudia when tbey first passed 
under the role of the British Governmeut. 'rhe f,,11 in the former, as in the latter case, will be 
of a lasting character, and an explanation for it mnsl be Bonght in some cause of wider and more 
endoring aM.ion than the casual .tate of the harvest, or the extension of land nnder tillage. 
TheRe circumstances may have contributed to the effect, as already pointed out, but only to a 
.very limited extent. It would also seem to be capable of demonstration tbat the Cause in 
question cannot be a drain of bullion to meet the tribute paid by India to England, for in this 
particular instance of the Pnnjab;huIlion was fast flowing into the country wben prices were 
!aIling, and so of India at large. The tribute has been paid by means of exports of produce, 
. without requiring the transmission of hullion to England, excepting on rare occasions; and tbe 
imports of bullion into Indi .. bave, as already notioed, been, on tbe whole, very large; so that 
the metallic currency of all British India must bnve been rapidly increasing for many years 
past. 

"This remarkable fall of price~, wbich has almost invariably followed the tra.nsfer of tel'ri. 
tory from Native to British rule, while neither capable of being accounted for by the state of 
the crops and extent of cultivation, nor by the annual tribute remitted to England, may yet be 
clearly traced to the extraordinary demand for money oocasioned by onr oollecting tho land 
assessment in cash, and conveying it away from tbe agricultural dist,rict to our large military 
stations for the payment of the troops located tbere. A much larger cnrrellcy than before 
would clearly have been required under this change of system, in order to sustain prices 
at the old standard. It was, howevt'r, impossible to enlarge the cnrreney so as frilly to meet 
the cbange, and _no attempt to do so was made, or apparently ever tbought of. The consequence 
was, that in order to obtain nioney for tbe payment of hi. assessment, the ryot brought more 
produce to market than before; but as there was no corre.p~nding enbancement of tbe demand 
for it, prices neoessarily fell." 

.l (B.):-DesoripU<l" 01 the Mad,a. Ryot by Mr. Bou .. dil1<ln in 1853 .• 

The ryots may be divided into two principal classes-those who are comparatively well·oft', 
the few, and t.hose who are poor, the many. The former in general are either those whose 
villages or lands were· from any cause favorably assessed at the first; or those who bave inam 
or rent-free land in addition to their rent.paying land; or those who have more extensive hold· 
ings tban common, all of whom have good land and have more or less Inam. Individuals of 
the favored classes, as they are callold, who hold their land on easier terms than usnal, because 
belonging to ·certain castes, are also nece899rily better off tban others; and, lastly, personal 
cbaracter bas its own influeuce here as elsewhere; the careful and fru~1 will get ricb, and so 
will the crafty and subtle, skilful to ga.in tbe favonr of the tahsildar or to supplant a rival. 

2. ~Jven among thi. more wealth;r class of agricultorists, the number of those who possess 
any cousiderable amonnt of property IS very small. It is difficult to form IIr to convey an exact 
idea of their real means, but I will attempt it. I shonld say that if a man of this cless is able 
to spend 15 or 20 rupee,' a month, or ratber if he can command a valne equal to that, for he will 
rarely see so mnch ·money, such a man, I esy, may be accouuted to be very well off ; and that a 
net income from a1\ sources to the valne of from 30 to 50 rnpees a month is very rare among 
the agricultural clesses. Snch an income, indeed, is fa •. more in this coontry than the money 
amount indicates to English ears. The actnal purcbasing power of money in tbis ceuntry is 
sometimes estimated at fonr times what it is in England, sometimes at six times. Assnming 
the intermediate proportion of five to one, an income of 20 rupees a month will be eqnal to one 
of £120 a year in England; and 30 rupees and. 50 rnpee. a month in this country will be the 
respectiveeqnivalents of £180 and £300.a year in England. In point of fact, iudeed, the 
difference is. greater, both because from the nature of tbe climate, the range of absolute neces
saries is here much abridged, aud also because tbe general scale of incomes and style of living 
tbronghout a1\ grs.des of society are so mncb lower here than they are in our own country. 
But though tbe incomes above specified undoubtedly rsise their pOBSes.ors fur above want, 
still tbey appear small in extreme wben re~rded as the bighest incomes from the pOBSeeeion 
of land in a very ext<lllsive country, !,nd the largest of them certainly confiDed to an extremely 
limited number of instances. 

3. The dwellings of this cless certainly do not indicate mnch wealth; tiled bouses ...... 
rarely seen, and masonry walls are still much more rare. Tbe almost universal habitation bas 
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mod walls and a thatched roof; the latter of .; very flimsy order, and both often mnoh dilapi~ 
dated: alld both waUs and roof ,,, .. , the same within as without; the rooms have no ceiling, 
and their walls no sort of ornament or decoration; rarely even whitewash, and the floor. is of 
simple .arth besten hard. The volue of the residenoo of a ryot of the more wealthy class, ,of 
whonl I am now sp ... king, probably 'ral'ely exoeeds 200 rupees or £20. It may be 'urged that 
the habits of the people do not incline them to spend money on improving their dwellings, but 
that, they ra~her invest savings in jewels or rich cloths for great occasions, or in cattle, or 
.xpenoi. them on marriages and other family occasions. There is some truth in tbis; but 
tbough 6very family above actnal 'poverty possesses some jewels, yet probably very few 
agrioultural families possess to so large a value as 1,000 rupees or, £100 for both jewels and 
clothes; and even sllpposing al\ equal 'Value, in agricultural stook (MId so much would very 
rarely be met with), the 'whole aggregate value, £220, ".'J.nai-to £1.100 in England, i. extremely 
small to represent the whole property (exclusive of land) of one of the most wealthy members 
of tbe land-holding ,class; and it is the most weal~hy onw who possess as much, as ,this, 

4. And if we look within their houses, we still find few evidences of wealth, or even of what 
we should consider comfort. I have already described the interior of the house itself; and .... 
to ita contents, there i. nothing of what is commonly called furniture. 'fhere are no chairs, or 
tables, or couches, or beds; sometimes there is seen, a single rude cot which woold be dear at 

. 2 rupees, The inmates fur the most plirt .leep on the earthen 8001\ with nothing else below tbem 
but a mat or a small cotton carpet.'rhey si;t Gn the floor, and trom it take their food. 1!hich 
is served in a few brass dishes, or perbaps by preference and, not from poverty ona, simple 
plantain .leaf. Their IIsual clothes are simply of cotton, and 'cost little; and when going a 
distance to the Tahsildar's or Collector's cutcherry, for example, they generally travel on foot 
or, in exoeptional cases, )lSuaUy of age or infirmity, on a pony not worth above '1 or 8 ropees. 

6. It may, perhaps, be replied,to .. II this that snoh are the simple habits olthe conntry, and 
that tbe people are satisfied, and ,re~uire no more. This is no douM trae as ... fact; to this 
extent at least that, in the absence o. sufficient' promise of Bocce.s, these people abstain from 
active effort to better tbeir circnmstances. But if it be meent that· thoy choose to be 'poor 
when they might be rich; that tbeyare satis6ed with the neoessaries of life when they migbt 
cOIDll'and some of the comforts and luxuries;' that they are content to have only their physicsl 
wants suppliod when tbey migbt rise to the perception and enjoyment of intellectual pleasures; 
then I deny l.he trutb of the assertion. Aod I must add that, if true in any degree, it would 
ouly prov'l,the ignorance aDd debasement of the people to whom it relates. 

6. The foregoing descriptiou refers to ,the hetter clsss of ryots, men who are above, the 
world and w,·lI off; but the condition of the' gre .. t majority is much'.worse. From the Qfficial 
list ot pottahs for the Revenue year I !l48.19, it is seen tbat out of I,Un,588, the total number 
of puttahs (excluding joint puttahs) iu the fourteen principal ry"t ..... r 'district .. ,* no fewer 'than 
1i89,9a~, beiug cionsiderably more thM half, .. re under 10 rupees each;'and in fact avsrage only 
a sman fraction above 4 r.pees Mch ; tbat 201,065 .. re for amounts ranging from' 10rupeea to 
20, and in fact aver&gillg less than 14, rupe&seach; and that 97,891 are for amoDnts between 
20 rupees and 30, and in fact sveraging ouly 2,4* ruppes; .. nd thos that 888,888 puttshs, out 
of & total of 1,071,588, or c,>nsiderably more than three·fourths, are for amonnts, nnder 80 
rupees, and iu fact &veraging less than 8f rupees. 

7. Now it may certsinl,y be ... id of almost the whole of the ryota paying even the highest 
of these sums, and even of m"ny h<)ldingto .. much larger amonnt, that they are always in 
poverty and generally in d .. bt. Perhaps one of this class obtains a small sum out of tbe 
Uovernment advan,,.,. for oultivation, but even if he does, the trouble that he has to take and 
the time he loses in getting it, as well as the deduction to which it is liable, render tbis a 
questionable gain. ;For th& rest of his wants he is dependent on the bazsarman. To him his 
crops are generally hypothecated before tbey are reaped, and it is he who redeems them from 
the possession of the village watcher by pledging himself for the payment of the kist. These 
tranasctions pass without any written engagements or memorand& between the parties, and the 
only evidence is tbe Chetty'. OWD accounts. In ganemI', there is an adju.tment of the account. 
once a year, but sometimes not for several years. In all these accounts interest is cha.rged oJ!. 
the advances m .. de to the ryot on the 1I .. lance against bim. The'rate of interest varies with the 
circumstances of tbe case and the necessities of the borrower; it is probably seldom or never 
less than 12 per cent. per aenum, and not often above. 24 per cent. ; of conrse the poorest and ' 
most necessitous ryots have to pay th" highest. 

8. A ryot of this clas. of course lives from hand to mou'th; he rarely sees money except 
that obtained from I·he Chetty to pay hi. kist; the exchanges in the out· villages are very few 
and they &re usually conducted by barter. His plonghing cattle are wretcbed snimals not 
worth more tban frolll Si to 6 rupees each (7 to 12 shillings) and those perhaps not his own, 
because not paid for. His rude and feeble plough costs, when new, no more than 2 or 8 
shillings; and all the rest of his few agricnltnral implements are equally primitive and ineffi-

• ChinglepuL 
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cient. nis dwellillg is a hut of mud walls aud thatched roofs, far ruder, smaller ,aud more 
dila.pidated thau thoe<l of the better cl .... es of ryots above "poken of, aud still more desti tnte, 
if possible, of auything that can be called fllrnillure. His food and that of his family is partly 
their porridge made of the meal of grain boiled in water, and partly boiled rice with a little 
oondiment; and g~rallr t~e onl~ nssels for co.oking a~d e.ating from are of the coarsest 
earthenware, mnch lnfenor In gralD to a good tile or bnck to: England, and nnglazed ; brass 
vessels, though not wholly unknown auJong this CIBBS, are rare. 

\I; The scale of the ryots descends to those who possess a small patch of land, cultivated 
sOmetimes by the aid of borrowed cattlo, but whose chief sllbsistence is derived from oooly 
labour, either cutting firewood aud carrying it for .... Ie to a neighbouring town, or in field 
labour. 'J'he purely la.boring classes are below these agaiu, worse ali iudeed, but with no 
very broad distinction in condition. The .... rnings of a mau employed in agriculturallahour 
cannot be quoted at more than 20 rupees a year, iucluding everythiug; and this is not paid 
in money, but in commodities. As respects, food, houses, aud clothing, they are in a, worse 
oondition than the class of poor ryots ahove spoken of. But I will endeavnur to descrihe their 
circumstances a little more particula.rly. 

10. The regular agricultural la.borers are usually engaged at the commencement of the 
season for the whole year; It is customary to advance them a small sum, about I> or 10 
rupees, as a S01't of retainer, which, however, is to be repaid when the conoection ceaooes. 
Frequently they remaiu without change for years; when a man desires to engage with another 
master, ... he will rarely have been able to accumnla.te money to pay ali the advanue received, 
the snm advanced by the new master goes to pay oli the old ooe. These yearly laborers 
receive a certain allowance ,of grain every month, which is nsually fixed by the cnstom of the 
locality; aod at particular seasons, some regular. others occasional, the master makes the 
servan t ,a small present, also fixed hy the looal custom. When the wife or children of the 
Jahorer work in the fields at weeding, &c., they receive daily hire io grain; and laborers not 
engaged for the whole year, but only at particular times, are paid in the same manner. 'l'he 
rates of hire .are very -low. The daily rate varies in dilierent parts of the country from 8 
,pies (one penny) to 1 anna (3 half-pe~oe); it is rarely or never above the latter sum for pnrely 
agricuIturaJ-la.bour, and this is paid not in money but in grain. 'rha occaaional presents to the 
yearly laborers are partly. in money and partly in clothes; the entire earnings of a laborer 
engaged for a year do no~ exceed from 16 to 20 rupees for that whole term. 

11. It appears from the foregoing detail that the condition of the agriculturallahorer in 
this country is very poor. Taking his earninga at the highest rate, viz., 20 ropees a year, this 
would be equivalent in real value, using the same standard of comparison as above, to £10 a 
rear in Eng land. The English field laborer earns on the av .. rage n'>t less than t:!8 a year, 
lDcluding his extra grains in harvest time; and thus it appe...,. that the real wages of a field 
Jaborer in regular employ, his command of the necessaries and conveniences of life, are in this 
country little more than .. third of what they are in England. It is no d'onbt forne that some 
things are. necessaries there which are not so in so high a degree here; the laborer in this 
country does not need to spend 80 much on firing, clothing or shelter from the weather as in 
England; .in other words, au equal amount of physical comfort in those respects may be pur
chased here at a smaller outlay. But making full allowance for this difference, the lahorer here 
will still be found to be much the worse ali. In fact, almost the whole of his earuings must 
,neces .... rily be consnmed in a spare allowance of coarse and unvaried food and a bare sufficienoy 
of clothing. 'l'he wretched hut he lives in can hardly he valued at all. As to anything in the 
way of education or mental cultllre, he is, uttsrly destitute of it. 
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SECTION lV.-NARRATIVE OF THE PRINCIPAL FACTS BEARING ON THE 
CONDITION· OF THE AGRICULTt!RAL CLASSES }'ROM THE MIDDJ,E OF 
THE PRESENT CENTURY TO THE PRESENT TIME. 

(A.)-Statenoe,d _"owing tTII! p.rman.nt reductio,," mad. in differellt bra"ch .. of reven ... in all 
tI,e d;"'t,iete duri"g 15 y.ar. from 1841. 

Ganjam •• 

GodAvari 

'Kiama .,. 

I 
I 

.. < 

I 
I 
l 

( 

t 

I 
I 

..J 

I 
l 

y..". • Items. Head to which I 
the item. beloDgI" Am~unt • 

A.D.18U-t& 
Do. 
llo. 
Do. 

1862..63. •• 

Do. 

Do • 

1844046 
1846-47 

1847-48 

Do. 

1861-62 

• • Tax on priests • • • • • • • • • • 
•• Tax on shepherd. •• • • •• • • 
•• Tu on fishermen • • • . •• • • 
• • Tax on sale of dry 8ah , •• •• • • • • 
• • 'fax. on cutting and bringing wood. from the 

Colanpoonjah jungl •• 

•• Tax on cutting and bringing wood from the 
Chundanea jungle. 

•• Tax on cutting mango and tamarind trees ia 
the Moberry fort. 

•• Land Customs •• • • •• •• •• 
•• Duty upon articles imported from porta within 

the territory of the Honorable Company. 
• • Half of the tonn.a.ge duty at 1 anna formerly 

levied upon the IAveral dhonies and vessels. 
• , Duty npon British good, exported and im

ported. 

Molorpba 
Do. •• 
Do. •• 

. Do. \ " 
Sundry . small 

farma and li
censes. 

Do. 

D •• 

Land Customs •• 
Sea Cuetome •• 

Do. 

Do. 

Dp. 

Btl. 

40 
.38 

10 
8 

113 

21,310 
1,04.0 

414 . 

32,171 

63 •• One-fourth of the duty upon every ton of ~ 
for.eign and A..m.erican v81l8e1s. 

Totol .. 
---1--

IAH 
1848 

Do. 

1864 

• • Inland and town duti81 •• •• • • •• 
'0 Monopoly of weighing goods in each "Village 

in certain talus annually rented. 
•• Gold daat rent on monopoly of pur.chaaing 

ashes of the furnaces of goldsmiths. 
•• Duties"on good. exported. from ~ bnpolted 

into the Nizam'. dominions .. 

Total .. 

Land Customs,. 
lIloturpba •• 

J<u1.d Oust.om ••. 

.. }~ 
1841-t2 •• .. Tu; on· oheep end plAt ...... Moturpba 

Do. on do. o. • • Do. 18.6·67 .. .. ., 
1864·66 and 1866·66 Do. on homed cattle in the Nia.m~t&m Do, 

Ciroars, 
.. 

1846·41 
184S·" 
1863·6' 

Do. 
ISD. 
1866 
1843·', 

1866·6f 
18H 
186t·66 
18H 
1864 
IS41·48 

Do. 

1868.64 

'" .. 
.. 

., Do. on the looms 01. Pariahs . •• •• .,. 
• • Bootpooroshee or ta .. · on certain classes •• 
•• Town duty OJ' tax DJl grain brought for we at 

.Mft.D.ga4giri ba.saar. 
•• lIl~r&.I).&.on looms in the Anoom,uUy ~ge. 
o. Tax on washing gre.en • • • • • • • • 
'1 D~. on .shepherds . 0'. • • • " •• 
.. Jlootpooroahee levied on the bulAt· of toddy. 

drawers. 

• '. Tax on dates (....n) mod for making baakolAt. 
• ~ 'General inland and town duties .,. •• 
•• Frontil!l' do. do. ..... 
•• '.rmnait duty • • •• ..o .. ,. •• 

-". F-rontier duty •• •• •• •• • • 
•• Duty on cotton exported to liFizani's territ01';Y. 

Do. on goods exported. to and Qaported. from. 
. Britiah port.t •. 

Do. on paddy, &0., j.m~d all ~ Df the 
port. m the di$joj;. 

.. 

.. 
1864 .. .. 
1866·66 ""a 1866 .. 7. 
1866·57 •• •• 

Tu on expo. and Pnpo1'tj8 • ~ •• • • 
POollary or graaing tas. • . ••. .• 
T"" on f!re>o""d ~u/; ;" oertain j""lll .. 0\,.100 

Do. 

Do. 

\865-68 
1847·'. 

Ilo. 
Do. 
Do. 

Do_. 
'.' 

...• 

....t. 
.. Beductio" of ........... 1 ;" the ~ 

taluk. . 
•• Reduotion of aaaoaam.ent b1.. rmrtain villages on 

the sea .coast. 
•• AboI;tion., Toongo .... t in ChuroJa -rillage •• 
•• ij,1lIh EWld rattan 1'8nta pBtid by ~e.t-ma.k:~. 
." Rent of fiBhm~ ..... k... .. .. .. 
• • 'tax on AOllecting oow .. dung in two rillage8 " 
,. I"";d by petty ehopk .. _ dqrln, the digging 

!Of cheyroot. 
~.' Fee ou Rathering (banian) leaveB ~or pattera in I 

. the 'iIlaf!e of Pedda Lanka. -

._ 4 ~ _>_ ... _ ". _ ._~ 

Do. 
llo. 
Do. 

.. 
Do. f." 

Ilo. .. 
D.o. ~. 

SnodJ.,- omaU 
fa:ttIi •. end lj • 
. ~s . 

!lD. 
~(J,,~ •. 

Do,. ,. 
Do. .. 
Do. 
Do. 

, .' 
Sea Cust.oms •• 

D.o, 

Do, .0 
Hiacella.neoo,s •• 

Do. .0 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do, 
Il.; 
ll •. 

Il •• 

." 

.. 

.. 

.6,692 

110,706 
.6,1180 

1,690 

.,317 

I,03,d3 

6,fl0 
9,68fi. 
1,206 

.810 
9f 268 

·124, 

6 
1611 

_,636 
lIDO 

·290 
.68,076 

ll74-,Z 
81,820 
"3J20~ 

~92 
~,~<4I 

,,lJ71S 

]1,-'140 
7,6,625 

800 

~9"OM 

lI,2,6U 

642 
74 
.68 

6 
8 

8 



8ta!ement .holDing the perm<Jnent rductio711 madt i" different branches oj ,..uenue ill all tI,. 
. di.triete during 1& you. jrom 1841-continned. 

l)iatrict.. y ..... Items. 

r 
1847-4:8 .... • •. 'Foonga, Renoo, AWlU'IJ-.Benta of difterent 

I 
Do.. .... .... T!~«!':C~ dig,nng cheyroot... .. .. 

186'-66 .... .... Do. on fruit trees grown in ryots' fields 
(eetimated). 

r S.g, r 1. Present. mode to oemindara, .te., in the D ... ra 

1·9 g 2 'b-~eastt.' ad to th land! rei h tho f 
"'0'" ~.:i . ~J;tI.en m e e 0 y annere 
,Q cd = fOl' permiaai.on to Cilt the O1'Op. 
= ~ I 8 Proportionate oontribution on a&8888ment to 
~ ~o~ ~ ~.' zillahdara or petty revenue officers. 
_ AI .. Ohargea of a pnrganah or division of eatate .... 
. .,,s i 6. Fees to shroff or money·changer .... .. .. 
,g i 6 Village charges .... ... .. 

I Head to which I 
the i&em belongs. AmolUlL 

UiacellaDeoUi •• 

Do. 
Do. 

Land Re.enne. 

Do. 

Do. 

Du. 
Ilo. 
Do. 
Ilo. 

BO. 

678 

7 
tOO 

818 

1,(;88 

1,804-

991 
\40 
686 

2,679 

J 

~ ~ .s 7: Extra assessment collected by' ~indan f~~ e palan expenditnre. 
"'d Ii g 8. Fees to the writer or accountant .. .. .. .. 
.3 ~ = 9 Gnin allowance to village goddeaa .. .. • . 

Ki.etua-tDni. ,0 Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

8 
78 

216 

lieU .... 

Coddap''' 

Bellary ... 4 . 
4ll1LD.tapur •. 

1862 

18';3 

1866 

~ s... 10: Ilo. to a person employed to watch 
·so II & tbe produce. 
'S ~.j 11. Puttah in the nome of village godd... •• 
• &151 J 2. Two handfuls of grain to village servants .... 
§ I> • SIS Fees to the revenue accountant • • • • 

. i ~ 'Ct 14-. Increase of the price of the Qoveromeni share 

I S ~ of the produce. 
~. 16. Sundry charg.... •• •• •• •• 

I ~~111167" Feeformeaaurement •• •• •• •• 
........ _... Allow&noo for reaping or cutting the crop •• 
:- 0 i 18. Grain allowance to Brahmins of Peishcara •• 

l
;: f 0 19. Grain to peons who watch the produce •• 
G)! ~ 20. Grain to village-watcher •• • • •• . 1 ~ iI 21. )~ees to zemindMra • • •• • • • • 
... l 22. Pagoda Ieee • • •• • • • • • • 

•. J un!J'le tax •• •• • • •• • • 
•• { 6ram allowance • 0 •• • • • • • • 

Inama •• •• •• •• •• •• 

Do. 
Do. 
])0. 
Do. 

Ilo. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do •. 
Ilo. 
Ilo. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do . 
Do. 

68 
61 

138 
61 

71 
2:1 
2 

23 
26 
68 
10 
U 

115 
430 

2,(10' 

------,------·1--------

.. { 

.j 
l 

1855 
1844 
1U8 
1856 

Do. 

IBU-f5 
1848-49 

1842-48 
1844-46 
1866-56 

I
f 1866-55 

1842·43 

1864-66 

1843-44 
Do; 
Do. 

1U6.46 
1844.4. 
IUt.f5 
1864-66 
1848·49 

.. 
•• 

•• 

•• 
•• 

.. .. 

Total o. 00. 0 

•• Goldsmiths' aehea •• •• • • • • 
• • Inland duties • • • • . • • • •• 
•• Dutiee on expolts and importe o. . • o. 
• 0 Reduction Mooloom and Jarib or garden aasesa· 

ment. 
Ilo. dry land aaieosment 

Total •. 

1---
Yolurphe •. 
Land Customa •• 
Sea CustoDll •• 
Land Revenue •. 

Do. 

•• Duty Iened on artieiee of oODSUlDption 
•• Goldemithe' ash.. • • •• • • 

•• Land eu.t<om •.• 
•• Sundry small 

f ...... ""d Ii--. Do. •• •• Pagoda offerings ••••• • 
... Loa in the exchange of Canteroy pagodas 
o • Reduction in aueaament of waste laJ::uiI 

o. Miscellaneous •• 
•• Land Revenue •• 

Total " 

•• Reduction of U wet U' land :rate. above Be. 18 
for a single crop land' Re. 27 for two crops to 

. those ra.tee respectively. 
•• .ff Goodivaram." on money collected at the 

native pagodas. 
•• Sheep ta.x levied from other olaaseo than ebep-

horde cultivating land. 
• 0- Town duties .0- • • •• .0- •• 

,0 Inlll.D.d dutiea •• ' o. . . .0- •• o. Inland duties on the frontier of Kumool •• 
o • Inla.nd dotiea on the Soondoor frontier •• 

Do. on the MyeorG do. ,0 
- Do. ~ on the Nizam'. do. •• 

•• Do. on the do. do. •• 
•• Sundry eollectiODI mode on omall farmo and 

lie ...... 

Total •• 

land Revenue •• 

.HotuIpho 

Do. 
Land Cnatomo •• 

Do. •• 
Do. o. 

Do. •• 
Do. •• 
Do. •• 
Do. •• 

Sundry ..,011 
fa ..... and Ii
.....-. 

3,68,699 

179 
1,07,109 

13,000 
60,718 

66,V21 

2,36,ll27 

1,80,980 
1,619 

1,601 
32,"00 
7,097 

2,83,697 

],131 

681 

1,311 

71,887 
1,31,817 

13,667 
838 

1,01,388 
8,667 
6,186 

6ee 

',*,412 
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Btate"..,.t sholDing /h. permane"t reductio,." mad. in ditJerent bran.",. of r.~.nlO4 i .. all Ih& 
district. duri",) 15 year. from lS-U-oontinued, 

Districts. y ..... 110l11li. 

r 1860-61 .. Skin. .. .. .. .. 

I .J 
V ~table-e~itera :: .. .. .. .. 
In igo 'YaY •• .. .. .. .. 
Skina .. .. .. .. .. 

j 
Lima-kilne .. .. .. .. .. 

1862.63 .. Butchers .. .. .. .. .. 
Kabob cooks 

I Contractora for eai~ deli';;'y of 'carta: 'ho~: Kurnool &0., at Hyderabad. 
Cattle-gruen .. .. .. .. .. 

l Meoaurera •• •• .. .. 

I 1863-64 .. .. Tu on Mahomedans' houses .. .. .. 
1854-65 

. .. I Butchers .. .. .. .. .. .. Toddy shops • • " .. .. .. .... Reduction of BBSe88ment •• .. .. .. 
l .... CustolUB .. .. .. .. .. 

Total .. 

r 

Higher rate of ryot.s' ahare .. i • .. 
Remi88iODB at 12, per cnt. .. .. .. 

Do. at 11 do. .. ". .. 
. Do. at 2 do. .. 

Chlnglcput 1848 

"1 
Do. from the uew fize~i ~';';ent .. .. .. Permanent cowie 

Dll88.bandam on l'9Dlisaio~ 'of R p~rtio; ~f pub: 
lie revenue to those who created sources of 
irrigation. 

t Fixed money cowie .. .. .. '" 
Total •• 

r 181' · . .. Tax on personl selling betel in the Chittoor 

I 
and Lveripak: taluka. 

Do. .. .. Daily tax on the bauars, &0., in Rani~t •. 
Do. .. .. Tu on catching water-fowls in the Kaveri-

JlHk tonk. 
1841 .. .. House-tu: on bearers in the Satghur taluk •• 
1848 .. .. Tax collQCted. from the bazaa.rmen at Tirupati 

and Trichanoor under the denomination of 
II Vimlum Amavaeya Punnoo n or new mOOD 

I 
to". 

Do. .. .. Ttt.:a: colleNed fl'Om the weavers in Tirupsti 
under the denolllilw.tion of . " Paraay Cu.t-
num," 

1849 .. .. Tax oIi: hon8e8 colleatOO. in Tiropati under-th, 

Do. 
- denomination of U Dloov&!'8.pa;n;Doo." · . .. TaJ[ on skins in the OblUldragui taluk •• 

I 
1860 .. .. Do. in the Kangundi di'rision .•• 
18U .. .. Ta:z on Congooa of villagea QOllected under the 

denomination of U Congoetundagem./· 
1860 .. .. ~ on' irOD. foundriee in the Ka.ngundi divi-

I BIG». 

lIorthArcot 
Do. .. · . Tax on ahep::erda collected under the denomi-

"1 

nation 0 U CoorootaNe" in the Kangundi 
division. 

1856 ... .. DaVa8tanam obayem (festival) tall: in . the 
Chittoor, Tiruvallamand Tirvnttoor talnka. 

1866 .. · . Tax on the manufacture of saltpetre in the 
Tiruvallam tallak. .... Tax: on the privilege (If coUec~ fuller'. earth. 

1848 .. .. Tax collected from the Pariahs m the S~hur 
-Wuk under the denomination of" aula 
8umkeyalum.'· 

1849 .. · . Tax on the Erivileg8 of outtin~ and Bellin~ 

I 
. graM in t e Obandragiri ta uk coUecte 

under the denomination of (. Pilloovaree." 
1840 .. .. Tax on sellen of ve1etablea •• • • • • 
1849 .. .. Collecting honer. an wo.. • ~ • • •• 

I Do. .. .. Tu on the privilege of digging for pipe clay. 
1866 .. .. Tu on digging for sandal atone • • •• 
1849 .. .. Tax on the privilege of cutting wood. tor build .. 

ing hOU868. 
18U .. .. For the entire district .. .. .. ., 
1846 · . .. Frantier customs •. 
18&, .. .. Tu on betel. sellers in W~ja~t :: .:: 

. Do. .. .. Tax collected from. the vi.llagee of Dasoor in 
the Wandiwash taluk under the denom.ina. 
tion of It SUUl1lUlol&thum II or community of . omall tradere • -

I Head to which j._- . 
the item. belongs. o.wuUU .. , 

BO. 
Moturpha , , 404 

·Do. .. 640 
Do. .. 174 
Do. .. 198 
Do. .. 40 
Do • .. 600 
Do. .. 80 ' 
Do. .. 86 

Do. .. 87 
Do. .. 104 
Do. .. 276 
Do. .. '1i8 
Do • 1,288 

LAnd Revenue •• 2,696 
Land Cnlltomlto • 11,267 

.... 18,4.03 

Land Revenue •• 677 
Do. .. 661 
Do. .. 114 
Do. .. a 
Do. .. 137 
Do . .. 804' 
Do. .. 61 

Do. . . 682 
0 .... 2,628 

J[olurpha .. 19 

Do. .. 147 
Do. .. 6 

Do. .. 82 
Do. .. 84 

Do. .. 82 

0 .' 
Do. .. 292 

Do. .. 3 
Do. .. 67 
Do. .. 6 

Do. .. 66 

Do. .. 18 

Do. .. 209 

Do. .. 37 

Do. .. az 
Do. .. 8 

Do. .. 1 

Do. .. 2 • 
Dc>. .. 70, 
Do. .. 16 
Do. .. 40 
Do. .. 11 

Land Costoma .. ],12,221 
Do. .. 18,141 

Moturpha .. ·39 
Do. .. 87 



'Xxviii 

8tatement .howing th, p' ....... ne .. t reaudio,", mads in d!(f_' b,anchs. of f'eVBtlU' in·allilae 
dis!rid. dun"g 15 !/flIJr. from 1841-oontinued • 

DiItricte. 

NorthArcot-_,. 

Tanjore ., 

~inn.ven7 

y .... 

I
f I~~ 

Do. 

.. 

. 
Item •• 

• . Cavul Cundayem tas ill the Wandiwaah talnt. 
•. TUOQ shepherds collected in the W8Ildiwuh 

talut under the deuominatioD of I' Golla-
canrulll. " 

., Tu on betel.seUf!l'8 in the town of Chittoor •• 
'l'empOntry remiuioD of 88IIe88lD.ent in antici .. 

pq.t.ioQ. of reuUqloJl. in progreu. 

Tolol .. 

I Head to which \. Am 
the item. belODgI. oant. 

1I0lurpho 
Do. 

Do. •• 
Laud Bevonu ••• 

BAl. 
41 
11 

4,91,618 

r lot September IS64. Duti. ... varlouo articl.. liable to Laud Laud Cuotom.o •• 
Customs. 

1,011,736 

17,062 
327 

.. 1 
I 

Do. 
lu1;VISf8 .. 

Julym·s .... 
July 1861 •• 
18t8 o. " 

Do .. , 
1866 .. 
Do ... 

.. .. ' . . 
Do... .. 
1863.. .. 

/

181;f .. .. 

l 1864 to 1856 

.. 
(1862-., ., 

11~~3'" ::::' 
"118$5-66 :::: 

t 18H-~~ :; 

..J 
I 
l 

18'3~' • 
Do. 
V". 

18.2-68 

1864,6Il 
Do. 
Do. 

1866-6? 

1861-52 
18/j3-6+ • 

18~,,6$ 

1866-67 

1865-56 

.. 

., 

,. 

.. On toho ... , betel-nut, blwajr &nd godauk .. 
• . F.. on _ping "eigilio &nd ....... 1I1'BI ill 

Cuddalore towQ.. 
Frontier cuet<nn.e OjJ. various rielel .• . . 

• • On cotton wool . • . . . . • • • • 
•• VariOU8 petty articles of consumption. • .. 
• • EquaJ;zing Ihe du", on goods imported and 

exportea on foreign bol"""s ";Ih thol levied 
on Brj,tish bottom •. 

Do. 
Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
Vo. 

Sea OIlBtomB •• 

• • Tax on temporary shop. 
• . Other petty items 
.. Waehe ..... n·. eartb. 

.. •. 1IIoiorpho 
Do. 

• • Spndry small 
farms and Ii-

.. 
o • Rattan J'6Ilt • • 0 • • • • • • • 

· . Cbank rent • • • • •• • • •• 
• 0 ,Jungle produae. dyeing bark, beea' w... honey, 

&c. 

, • Land:~ _onl, tc., and .. alel>ro.teo •• { 

TQIoI .. 

ceuael. 
Do. 
llo • 
Do. 

Land Revenue 
9,63,723. 

S""dry IDIAn 
farm. 8nd Ii
CEP8e8 988. 

31,851 
1,111 
3,722 
2,600 

12 
\10 
22 

221 
60 
86 , 

~9.64,711 
1 
J 

1------1--
Toto!.. Land Cuotom.o. 2,89,112 

.. ~ on bamboo. .. .. • • Sundry om.oll 
farms and Ii-" .. 1,'02 

........ 
,'. Taxes on tree, •• ., ., • , •• V"" 0 8,790 

RooI8OO1D8 o. o. 0, " to .M.iecellaaeou 00 3,276 
Sader 'War •• to • 0 ~ • '0 iJo. o. 6,183 
Cawnyvary .0 to ., .0 t. Do... 7,7:&1 
NanyarvuttQ.J:u. o~ '0 ot •• 00 po. 00 10,989 
Yarymera Of 0.0 00 •• ,. ))0. to 161 
K unem_ .... .. • ... Po... 48 

00 La.nd tax .0 .. 00 .0 .~o •• Land Revenoe.. ',37,80a 
,. Land C~ 0" clotho """ SJIIldri.. .. •• LanA CUBIo.,... 98,748 

1----1·-::-::-:-:-::-
'fotaj .. .. 3,69,907 

00 Tobacco PlODopoly , 0 • • 0 • • • 

10 Betel o. 00 00 o. ~, .0 

~ . Customs on drags. piSllS·goodis,~. , 0 ,. 

.. Kallar Oavil fees .. .. .. .. .. 
Senti of honey and beea' "ax o. • . •• 

o • Reduction of &8Il8lB1D81lt on tobacco s-deul .. 
Do. on nunJah gardena .0 • • o. 
Do. on pUDJab gardens under well. . . 

• • ~bolition of wet "",dl in Ilpttanandoj riIIagjio ill Bamp.a4. ' , 

,. 

I-~--I---

Tobaooo •• 
Do. ._ 

Land Cuotom.o •• 
Stamp Revenue. 

Do. .. 
Land Revenue •• 

Do. 
po. 
po. 

63,660 
96,260 

1,14:,761 
31i 

276 
6,432 
4,6ge 

16,606 
166 

Toto! " ~ ____ '_' _____ I __ a,_02_,_67_a_ 

.. A_enl upon 37 d""';ptione of ~ .. 
· . lIigh level nunjah lande watered by meana of 

picottlLhs, &:e" exempted from pL;ywent of II. 
moiety of the u8l18l nUDjah taz.. ' 

Revonue deri.ed from petty hill pruducta •• 
• 0 Nelawary or grNing tax collected from the 

~altomrgBl'B and ""epheEdo ~ • fow viIloget 
m certain tabu:a. 

00 Abolition of special "BelmeJIt on 'tree. ill 
inam and paltah land. • ' 

~Revonue .. 
po. .. 

Do • 
p~. 

Do. 

f,'6f 
9,088 

6,780 
!06 

1'.873 



Statement .Mwing '116 permatl8llt ..eduction) mad. ill diJfwr"" bt'tUlChs, o/rev ... ue i ... all the 
d .. tridB during 16 Y.M. from 1841-oontinoed. . 

DimiotL y .... 

. 

r 
ISt_ .. .. 
ISt8-« .. .. 

Itema. 

Anpoogootah cd _king for jeweb, bite of 
preoi .... meIaI, .tc.. dzoppeclon the _ 

Londo.- .. .. .. .. .. 

I· X,,!,d to "hich \ Amo",," 
the Item belongl . 

... 
66 

Londo.-.• 
Do. .. .. 

--1 Do. .. .. 
Do. .. .. 

1868 •• .. .. 
Do • .. .. .. 
18n ... 8 

BeteI!ann .... ted ., .. .. .. 
Tobaooq,l'8Ill •• 04 •• •• •• 

Bont of the duty on choyroot •• • ; •• 
Frontier export duty on pi .... goode. rape ooed, 

&0.., muoed. from 6 to 3 per cent. 
FrontiRr aport duty on ooooanut, &0., reduced 

from 6 to 3i por coot. 
JI'rontier export duty on cotton wool ezported. 

Do. .. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Do. 

88)661 
37,120 
26,336 
2,700 

2',666 

621 

3,996 
762 

44,696 
13,882 

Ooimbato", 

Balem 

Canan. •• 

I 
.. .. 

18611-61 .. .. 
ISt7-48 .. .. 

l Do. .. .. . 

[ 
18" to IS'9 .. 
IS68-M .. .. 
IS60 and IS61 .. 
1860 to IS64 .. 

""j 
1860 to IS66 .. 
1861 and 1864- .. 
IS64 and IS66 .. 

1;)0 .. .. 
Do. .. 

IS66 .. .. 

Do. on sundry uticlee .. 
~ duty on «)tton wool . . •• •. 

Do. on BUDdq articlEll •• •• •• 

Total •• 

Duty on p;....goocIe. ole. .. .. . . 
Ca1acacbedem or &. on peraon8 sellingtobaoco, 

bale!, ole •• in Uut ae1do during Iwveat. 
lIudUrou~ or 1&& on baaket·maken and house 

tax on Pariah, ..... 
Tu on cyraa .. .. .. .. .. 
Tax on "t trees •• •• ... • • 
Boney rent, tu: on dyeing root, hill-rent •• 
.Reduction of PMooement at 12 andl6 par oent. 

on old gardena. 
Reduction of 88888IlIDent at. lrd of the bed 

a.ueaament. . 
From gardeDo cIaeeed with _rate punjch •• 
On nunjsh lands over-aaeeued. '.. •. 

Total .. 

S. Cnstoma •• 
Do. 

Land 0.-.. 

Moturpha .. 
Do. .. 

JtliRoe1Janeoua •• 
Do. .. 
Do. 

lend Revenue:: 
Do. .. 
Do .• .. 
Do. .. 
.... 

f\ Board'e PMoeedingo. 
doted 28th_ 
18". 

ID~cl duties on goode •• 

Fanus of beIaI and tobaooo 

I 17th March 18t6 .. 
17th_lB61 .. 
2nd October 186' •. 
By sanction of Gov-

Transit duties levied on the :Hysore frontier •• 
Tax on cocoanut tree. in Puteut lande •• 
Tax on other trees in Putout llloDda ... •• 
Land 8.ece=nADt in the Pammatti taluk 

ernmeDt, dated the 
lOth July 18". 

By sanction of Gov- A88ell8Dle!lt on well garden lauds in the Tala .. 
emment, doted the ghaul talok. 
20!:ib. Deoember 1866, 
conveyed in Board', 
ProoeediDgs, dated 
"th Jan\l&l'j" 1S66. 

By order of Govern. Tax on scattered heea ill unoCcupied 1a.ndB " 
ment, dated -31st 
May 1866 (Board's 
PrOceedinga, dated 
i18th October 1866). 

Do. •. 
Land Revmute .. 

Do. •. 
Do. .. 

Do. 

Do. 

Total ". • .•• 
1---

r 
ISU·til .. 

AprillSt4 .. 

.. < Do. .. 

l1S62.. .. 
1864·66 •• 

1867 .. 68 .. 

•• Tax levied from bIacltomitbe. -~tero, M ..... -ha and WeaTer8. -r- .... -1" •• 

.. Duty 1._ on frontier trade and Uut Halut Land 0.- . 
duty on betel-Jlut, pepper and cardau:.oms . 

•• Dutiee .... yer levied on exporta of betel-out, Sea CUBtomI 
pepper, cardamoml, &C. I. 

" Government tobacoo monopoly . . •• Tobacoo 
.. Duty l.vied on the manufacture of jaggary Molurpha 

from toddy .f pelmyra and ....... ul treeo. 
• .. To fixed b7 hen:lamei1 •• • • • • • • ·Sundry omaIJ 

farms and li
e.".... 

, 2,16,291 

.. ,80,IM . 

a9a 

1,211 

22,03a 
3,901 
',878 

68,067 

60.64S 

88,969 
3,027 

--'--
3,12,686 

1,16,945 

17,010 
1,2M 
1,963 
1,662 

IS,310 

2.966 

1,69,130 

2,66,65' . 

2)3~,6U. 

2,91,141 
323 

'0 
I-----'--i--

Total .. .. •• 7,86,049 

34 



8/;"tBmBnt showing " .. psrmtmentroduolion. m;"ds in diff_t br;"nehM qf ",,1I81&U' in ;,,11'", 
distrlct. during 15 YB;"r. from 1841-continued. . 

Diatricta. Year. Ito .... 

-

f 
~8611·63 .. .. Jungle produce .. " .. .. 
1863-64 Do. .. .. .. .. .. .. 
1864-66 .. .. Do. 
1848-49 Addakakally or taz cn ~ieI-n~i 4y";' :: 

I Head 10 which I AllIe t. 
the item be1oDp.. an 

... 
Sundry _all 1,171 

farm. and Ii ... 
COJIIOII. 

Do. · . 803 
Do_ l,81t · . IIIcturpha .. 821 .. J 1846-47 ... d iil47-.ii. lIfaJahor •• Teyathora or tMc: Oll Tesfe8il'B . . • • •• Do. .. 98 

18.8_.9 and 1849-60. VaDDaU Jemmom or taz emd. from dhobiu or Do. 

I · . 18 , WBlhermen. . 1861-611 .. . . Tax on hOUl88 below 1 tdlver fanam or a &IlD88 Do. 6,002 
and 2 pial . · . • 

l1862-63 .. .. Tobacco monopoly • • • • .. .. 'robacoo G,B6 , Ht 
1843-" .. .. Lund OUlItom, "",,"pt Ironli .. duty .. .. Land CuatOlDJl': 1,02,62 • 
1846-47 .. .. Frontier duty •• •• • • .. .. Do. .. 4,699 

Tote1 .. '0 •• 6,83,-662 

.. { 18611 Quit-rent on certain holdings -.. .. .. .. .. Land Revenue •• 68 
1866 .. .. Ground rent on lime"kilos .. .. .. Do. .. 768 

lI!adru .. Do. .. .. License fee on do. .. .. .. Do. 711 
1844 .. .. Land customs .. .. .. .. Land Custo ... :: 6,84,D63 
1863 .. .. Frontier OUlto.ml :: .. .. .. .. Do. .. 199 

Toto! .. ..... 6,86,048 

Grand Tote1 .. '" . 68,82,216 --
r 

Land Rev8Doe •• 19,4:1,806 
Moturpho .. 60.961 
Sea Custom. 8,60,8711· 
Land Custom. :: 3l1,28,(i66 

Tote1 for the Presidency .. ~ Sun~ :farms 16,108 

I and iC8Tll88. . Abolition of 10,17,168 
tohoooo mono-

L poly. 

- Mi.Itcellaneoua . . i,n,966 
, 

Grand Tote1 ., 68,32,216 

(B.)-E:t!ract. from Dr. Buchl1lTlan'. "loII""'!I from Madraa through, My'oro, OanM" "nd 
Mal;"bar in 1800." 

Bhavani, OoimbatorB didrict.-The hinds, or servants hired fmi the year by the farmers, are 
here called Pud,'lIa18, and are on the same footing with the Batig;"s of KarntJ/a. They some
times bind themselves for a number of yelL1'll, in which case the master advances money for 
their marriage expenses, a.nd deducts so muoh from their monthly pay, until he is repaid. 
Unless tied down by some stipulation of this nature, they may oha.nge their service whenever 
they please. A serva.nt gets from his mastsr. a house, a.nd from fifteen to twenty Gopd14g 
jaMmB or from 0 •. to 6 •• 8d • . a year, with a monthly allowance ot twenty Villi ... or 1~ 
bushel of grain. Their wives, when they are able to work, have daily wages. Day laborers at 
harvest time, whether men or women, get daily one BIIlla a.nd a half (rather more tha.n i bushel) 
of the grain oalled Oumbll. At weeding the orops, the daily wages are one Bulla of .Oumbu, or 
about tf of a.bushel. A ma.n working with a hatchet or pickaxe gets one Gopd14,1 fanam (about 
4d.) a. day; can-ying earth in baskets, Or the like, he gets f of a Gopd14g fanam, or 3d. ; &Dd 
porters, for oarrying.a load eight UmalitJullies, or Malabar houn' journey, get two Gopd14l1 fanamll 
or nearly 8d. ... . 

On the h,0"'.88 of tho NatilJB8 in Oo""ba/0f'6 distrlct.-I went ten Mal;"bar hours' joul'lley 
to Navaputty } that is, the nine villages,baving formerly been tba principal of nine adjaceut 
hamlets. It is a sorry place, containing a.bout 20 houses. The huts of the COWl try, called 
Ohs .. a., are like beehives, and consist of a ciroular mud wall a.bout three feet high, which is 
covered with a long conical roof of thatch. Contrary to what might have been expected in & 

hot climate, but a.greeably to the custom of almost all HindUII, one small door is the only outlet 
for smoke, a.nd the only inlet for a.ir a.nd light. Each family h .... a hut for sleeping, another 
for cooking, &Dd & third for a store-honse. Wealthy men add more huts to their premises, but 
seldom attempt at any iDDovation in the architeoture of the country, 
. 0" tll. CDfIdition of tM petrpl. (Northem. divi8ion of' Ooimbatore).-The cultivators a.nd 
?eaB&Dtry continue exactly in the same dress, an~_ samlr ho!,S88, that they used in Tippoo's 
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goVe1'Dment, and have a prejudice against ohanges. Mli.jor Maeleod thinks that' their women 
are heginning to wear more gold and Bilver ornaments than they formerly did. The meroh"nts 
and manufacturers are evidently improving in their m"nner of living, are fora&king ilieir py ...... 
mid&! or conical hilts, and are ereoting tiled honses. To enable them to do this, Government. 
withont oharging interest. advances money which is repaid by ,instslm~nts. 
, On the poP6rly of the p .... IJII"'!I (DMrdpu ....... , a.imbal.re dislriel).-Mr. Hurdis think. 
that ·the. present rents are gr .... tly too high; and no donbt, the pe ..... ntry here, as well 
as in almost every p"rt of India, are miserably poor. I am inclined to think, however. 
that other causes oontribute more to this than the greatness of the rents. Mr. Hurdis 
s"ye th&t all the laud which is not onltintsd is by no means nnlet (Tiro;); but owing to 
the want of rain and of stock, the fllol"llle~ are not able to oultivate the whole of wh&t they 
rent. This, in my opinion, shows th .. t the fields are by no llleans over __ essed; "nd th"t the 
farmers, if they would not grasp "t more th&n they have stock to man..ge, might· be in a mnch 
more comfort&ble situ"tion. One great cause indeed of the povllrty of the farmers, aJ1.d cons ... 
quent poverty of crops in many p&rts of Indi .. , is·the oustom of forcing l..nd upon people who 
have no mean. of cultinting it. Thus all the lands are app"rently occupied f but it is in a 
manner that is worse than if one-h&lf of them were entirely w ... ts. I believe every intelligent 
farmer in Engl .. nd willsa.y that one ... re fully improved will give more profit than two that 
are half onltinted. 

On • .",a,," employed in agrleuU ...... (llM,·!lpu.am).-ThA' servants employed here in agri" 
cnlture are hired in the heginning of the year for twelve months. They m"y ch"nge their 
."rnce when their term expires if they he not in their' m ... tsr's debt J but ... he .gene ... lly 
adv""ces money for their marriages and other ceremonies, they are seldom at liberty to go aw .. y. 
They get twenty bulla. of rough rice (paddy) a month with four fanam. and one .ili.g'" of 
rongh rice ye8rly, and their m&8ter pays their house-rents. The whole is about 81 bushels 
of rough rice, of which one-half is husk, with two shillings in money, besides the housl!
rent which will not exceed one or two shillings" year. These servants generally h"ve one 
wife, who at seed time "nd harvest works for the m...tsr for ,daily wages. A' wom",,'. 
daily wagss at'8 four puddie8 of grain worth about nine-tenths of a penny., A man gets 
six puddi •• of grain. A serv""t with these wages can once or twice a month procure a 
little animal food. Milk is too expeneive. His common diet consists of some boiled grain, 
with a little salt and capsicum, aud perhaps some pickles. His drink is the water in which 
the groin was boiled. He has very little clothing, ""d that little is extremely dirty J hi. 
honse is a hovel, and he is commonly overmn with vermin and cutaneous disord~rs. The 
women, although not clean, ""e fully clothed. , 

On .6..,a"t. and pries of labour (PolMeM, Ooimbat .... ).-There "re here two kinds of 
servants employed by the farmera to cultivate the lands 1 they are called pudiyal &nd p'lRgal. 
'!'he pudiya,u receive ye&rly 8 podu. of gr&in (29 bushels), worth 48 Vi,"-Raya ja7lam., with 
10 fanams iii money, and a ,house. The 5a fanamsare equ,,1 to £1 ·a8. 9id. The wife 
and children of the pudiyal are p"id for wh&tever work they perform. He i. hired by the year J 
but if he contracts a debt wiili his m ... ter, he cannot qnit thesernce till tlrat be discharged. 

The pungals go to a rioh farmer, and for a. sh&re of the orop undert"ke, to onltiva.te his 
lands. He advances the oottle, implements, seed, "nd money or graiu that is necessary for the 
subsistsnce of the pnngals. -He al80 gives each family a house. He takes no sbare in the 
labour which is all performed by the pnngals, and their wive. &Od children J bnt he pays the. 
rent out of his ah"re on the· division of the orop, which taltes ,pla.ce when that is ripe. If a f 
farmer employs sil< pung&ls to cultivate his land, the prodnce is divided into 15. portion., whioh 
are distributsd .... follow :- . 

To the farmer, OJ' punnadi, for rent, seed, &0. ••• ••• 6 
1.'0 do. do. for profi~ .•. •.. ...... 1 
To do. do. fQr interellt of money adv"noed 2 
To the pungsls or laborers _. ••• ••• 6 

15 portions. 

Out of their portions the pnngals must repay th." farme; the money whic,h he has adv"nced for 
their subsistence. The f ... mers prefer employlOg pudtyals, when they 0&0 be procured J but 
among the laborers the condition of the pungals is considered "s preferable to that of the 
pudiy"ls. Sil<·fifteenths of the whole produce is indeed a very Iarg~ all!lWanoe for the manual' 
labour bestowed' on ""y I""d. and aa the farmer can &fl'ord to gtve It, the renta must be 
"uodemte. 
, Pd1,ghal, Ohu'ffrlaf", tYI 8lQAJe •• -By far the greater part of the labour in the field is performed -
lDy sl .... es or ohurm"rs. These "re the "bsoluts property of their devarus, or lords, and may be 
employed on &Oy work th&t their masters ple&8e: They are not attsched to the soil, but may 
DB sold or transferred in any m""ner that the muter thinks fit J only a husband and .. ife 
cannot be sold separately, but. ohildren may be separated from their parents, ""d brothers 
trom their Bistsrs. . The slaves .. re of different oostss, such 80S ParJiar, V ullam, Canaeun, 
Eril"y, &c., and. the dijfe~ences in th~ ,,:,tis~ms by ,!",hich the marriages of thes\, castes a":8 
regul"Led OCC ... l0n a conslderable varlatlOn 10 the fIght of the muter to the 'children of his 
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slaves according to the caste ·to whieh they belong. The maater is oonsidered 88 boond to 
give the sls.ve .. certain .. now .. nce of provisions: .. man or woman, while cap .. ble of l .. boul', 
receives two ed .. ngallis ofrioe in the hnsk weekly, or two.sevenths of the allowanoe th .. t I 
consider aa reaaonable fol' persons of .. n .. ges inoloded. Children and old persona paat labour 
get one·half only of this pitt .. nce,. and no· a1lowanoe whatever is made fol' infanta. This 
woald be tot .. lly inadequate to support them; but the slaves on each estata get one. twenty. 
first patt of the gross produoe of the rioe in order to enoour .. ge them to oare .. nd industry. A 
male slave .. nnually gets 7 cubits of cloth, and .. wom .. n 14 cubits. Theyereot for themselves 
small temporary huts that are little better th .. n large baskets. These are placed in the rice
fields while the crop is on tbe ground, .. nd near the stacks while it is thrashing. 

There "1'0 three modea of transferring the usufruct of slaves. The first is by jenmum, 
or sale, where the full veins of the alave is given, .. nd the property is entirely transferred 
to a new m88ter, who is, iu some measure, bonnd by his interest to attend to the welfare of 
his slave. A young man with his wife will sell for from 250 to SOO fan .. ms, or from £6 4 •. lid. 
to £7 8 •• ll!d. Two or three yonng children will add 100 fanams, Qr n 9 •• 7fd. to 
the value of the family. Four or five children, two of whom are brginniug to work. will 
m .. ke the family worth from 500. to 600 faD»ms or from £12.8 •• 3d. to £14 17 •• lid. 
The second manner. of transferring the labour of slaves is by katlom or mottgage. The pro. 
prietoI' receives .. loan of money. generally two·thirds of the value of the sl .. ves; he also 
receives annually a small quantity of rice. to show that his property in the slaves still exists ; 
and he may reassume this property whenever he pleases to repay the money borrowed. for 
whioh in the meanwhile he pays no interest. In case of any of the slaves dying, he is held 
bonnd to supply another of equal value. The lender maintains the slaves and has tb..ir l .. bour 
for the interest of his money and for their support. The third manner of employing slaves is 
by letting them for patom, or rent. In this CBBe, for a certain annual sum, the master gives 
them to another man l .. nd the borrower commands their labour .. nd provides them with thei .. 
m .. inteuance. The annual hire is 8 faDamS (S •• l1!d.) for .. m .. n and half as much for .. 
woman. These two tennres are utterly abominable l for the person who exaote the laboor and 
flirnishes the subsistence of the sl .. ve is directly interested to inoreaee the former and 
diminish the l .. tter as much BB possible. In fact, the sl .. ves .. re very severely t .... ated, .. nd. 
their diminutive stature .. nd squalid .. ppe .. rance show evideutly .. want of .. dequ .. te nourishment. 
There can be no oomp .. ri.on between their condition .. nd that of the slaves in the West India 
islands, except that in Malabar there are a sufficient number of females who are .. Ilowed to 
marry any person of the eame OBSte with themselves, and whose L.bour ia .. lways e"acted by" 
their husband's master, ,the master of the girl having no .. uthority over her so long as she lives 
with .. nother man's slave. .. 

Manapuram, MaZabar . ..,..At Manapuram .. sluve, when SO years old, costs about ]00 f .. n .. ms, 
or £2 148. 7d.; with .. wife he cost. double. Children sell at from 15 to 40 fan .. ms, OJ' from 
8 •• 2id. to 21.. lOd. A working slave gets daily three-tenths of .. poray of rough.' ri=Gr 
about SS! bushels .. year. He a1BO gets annu .. lly 1 fanam for . oil and It fanams for cIo • 
which is just suffioient to wrap round his waist. If he 1;>e active, he gete cloth wotth 2 fanam • 
.. nd .. t harvest time from. 5 to 6 poraya of rough rioe. Old people"ltond children get from one 
to two.thirds of the .. bove allowance, according to the work whioh they can perform. 

T4mrac1l.ri, Northerndilli.w.. of .Malabar.-The daily allowance here established fOJ" 
slaves is of rough rice.,-

To .. ble·bodied men, 6 nal1is heaped .... 
'1'0 able·bodied women, 6 nallis streaked 
To old persons and ohildren-S nallis heaped ... 

Cubical inch... BuaheIa. 

- 1481 yearly 25t 
= lOSt .. 17t 
= 74* .. 1.2,\-

• 

The .. verage, .. llowing one child and one old person to every two men .. nd two women in 
the prime of age, will be I8-tll" bushels, of which one-h .. lf is husk. When the scarcity tbat 
n,.., .. l1y h .. ppens every year prevails, they get part of their .. Ilowance in yams (Uioscoreao) 
jacks (Arioca"!,,,,) or plantains (Mu.a). When harvest is over, they receive each, according 
to their activity, .. present of 3 or 4 porays of rough rioe, or from 1 to I,\- bushels, which will 
m .. ke the annual .. verage about 9+ bushels of rioe. Their mBSters give them also lome salt, 
oil and pepper, .. nd they are allowed to kaep fowls. E .. ch person has lIIlDually three pieces of 
cloth. 'rhe sl .. ves say, what indeed cannot be doubted, that they are muoh better Dsed by 
their own masters than when they are let out on mortgage (mom) or hire (patom). . 

• T.llichlWf"!l, Malabar.-The f .. rmers (cudians), whether oultivating rice ground or pl .. nta-· 
tiona, according to Mr. Rodriguez, live very poorly, although theI. get almost four-fifths of the' 
grain, .. nd .. t least one·third of the prodnce of the taxahle trees. They mostly l .. hour with their 
own handa, there being few slaves. The hired serv .. nta, who are ohiefly Tiars, work only from 
h .. lf.past six in the morning nntil noon,· aud get BB d .. i1y wages 21 edangalliea of rough rioe.' 
All the afternoon they labour for themselves. The edangally containing 108 oubical inche., ai 
malt by h .. lf .... day's work, allowing one.seventh of hi. time for holid .. y., can gain S9! bushels 
of grain. Although the oudi .. ns may therefore live.in .. very inferior conditiou to an English 
farmer, it is impossible that they should live scantily; while .. day laborer by working only 
half of the day can procure so much grain.· . 
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O1 •• ri1w.I, N"lal,ar.-In Ch .... ikal and Gotay-hnttr therll are ~Iaves. chiefly of the Poliarand 
Pariar.ca.stee; but t!le greater part of the cultivation 18 carried on by panicsI' or.hired men, who 
are Nail's, Moplays and 'fial's. These paniC81'S are at liberty to change their service whenever 
they pl .... e, unless they be indebt.d to their ma.ster; and abont one-balf of them are in that 
state. 1'hey work from morning to noon, when they are allowed an hour for breakf""t. They 

. then work until evening,. and ,,11 night they watoh the crops. The DlSstel gives the .ervant 11 
hut, a pi.ce or clotb twice a year, fr"m 6 to 12 silverfauams (211 to f>i) penc.) annually for oil 
and salt, and a daily allowaooe of rice, which i. larger than that gi van to the slave.. When 
the servant is in debt, .toppages from thi. allowance are. made. 'J'he panicsrs are frequ.ntl,.· 
flogged; and as their masters are not bOllnd te provide for th.m in 'old age, or dnring famin&,> 
they seem to be in II> worse oonditionthan lhe slav... Th.ir wives'and children, if they ao any 
)Vork for their master, set wages. • 

. Nangalore, South CaJla ...... -Th. cllltivation i. chiefly oariied on by culiala or hired servants ~ 
bat .th~re al'll also some maladaln, bought men or slaves. A. hired mau get. daily.2 hanie. of 
clean rice or annuaUy 211 bushels, togeth.r with 16 rapee's worth Qf cloth, "pagoda in cash, 
and a Doose. A hired woman g.ts I! rupe.s for cloth, and thr.e·foUrths of the lI'an~s anowanc.' 
of grain. In the planting s .... on the woman hired hy the day gets II hanios of rice, or I 28!c' 
cubical inches. . Th.se wages are v.ry high, and may enable the hir.d s.rvauts to keep .. family 
in the great.est ab .. ndanoe. It is evident from this- that the stock required to Cultivate eight 
1II10rays of lAnd was excessively exaggerat.d by the proprietors. 1'he wages in grain alone woular 
amouut to 1b6.1I10r&ys of rio. for 8 lIloray. sowing, so that to pay even thea wolild require" 
oJ; I ..... t 40 seede. W. may saf.lyallow 6 morays ioreach plough fully wrought 1 bnt the' . 
Dumbe. of ploughs in the whole district> amount to rather I •• s than I to 8 morays of rice' 
ground in actual enltivation aooording to tbe revenue accounts, owing, probably, to .. want of' 
cattle aad other stock. At the end of the year, the hired servant may change his servic., if he': 
b. fr.e from debt; bat that is seldom the ca.se. When he gets deeply involv.d, hill mast.r mat. 
s.tl bis sister's children to discharge the amonnt, and· his serviceli may be transferred to any' 
other man who choo •• s to take him and pay his debts to his mast ...... · In fact, he differs little' 
irom a slave, only his allowanc. is lArger, but then the master is not obliged to provid0 for him:. 
in sickaess nor in old age;· .,.. . 

A male slave ie allowed chily li·Iiany of rice, or three-fourths of the allowance of a hired 
s.rvant 1 ... woman rec.ives 1 hany.. 'l'b. man g.ts Ii rup.e's worth of . cloth and 2 rupee';' 
in cash; the woman is allowed. only the cloth. 'I'hey receive also a trilling allowance of oil, 
salt, and other eea.sonings. A small allowance is ~iven to· children and old p.opl\l. When' 
a slava wishes to marry, he .eeeiveB Ii po.god'as (2 guineas) to defray the expense .. The .. ifa. 
works with thf/ husb .. nd's master. On the hasband's death, if the wife was a slave, a\l.· the ' 
children belong to her mother's master; but, if she was formerly free, she and all h.r children' 
belong to her hnsband'. master. A good slave s.lI. for] G pagodas, or about 4 guineas. If he 
has a wife who was formerly' free and two or three ohildren, the valu .. is doubl.d. The'slave 
may be hired out, and the renter both .",acta his labor and finds bim subsist.nee. 'Slavea are' 
also mortgRged; but the mortg&gor is not obliged to sapply the place of a .Iav. that dies, anef' 
in case of BCCidente the debt b.oomes !,xtinguished, whio1 i. an e:z:c.lIent r~gnlatioti: Free' 
men of low ca.ste, if they are in debt or trouble, som.times sell their sisters' children, who are 
their heirs. They. have· no authority over their own children who belong to their maternal 
unole.. . 

Bona" .... , in Oa"ara',-In the farms of tJie B .... hmans most of the labor i. perfc,rmecl 
by slaves. These people get daily Ii hany of rice; ~ woman re~ives 1 hany. Each gets rear!y 
2. rnpees' worth of cloth, and th.y ere allowed tIme to budd a hnt for themselves 1D the' 
cocoannt gareen. They bave no other allowanc., and ont of this pittance must support their 
infants and aged people. The woman's share is nearly 15 bushels a year, worth rather less than 
141 rop .. s; to this if we add her allowance for cloths, she gete 16! rap .. s a year, equal to 

• £1. 168: Sid. 'l'he man's allowance i8 22. bashels, or 281 rupees, or £~; 8,. 06d. A male free' 
servant, hired by the day, gets 2 hani.s of rice; both work from ~.ven in the, morning .nntil· 
five in the evening 1 but, at noon th.y are allewed half-lion-hoar to .at some Vlctnale tbat are' 
dress.w in .the family as part of their allowance, and' every caste can e~t. the food which a' 
Brahman hss prepared. . 

8 .... ; NOf'I/r. Oanar ... -In this conntry a few slaves a.e k.pt; but most of the Jabor, even 
in the ~nnd8'of the Brahmans, is performed by t·he· proprietors,or hired . servants. The 
Haig .. Brahmaue toil on·th.ir·o"!" ground at ev,ery kind of labor, but th.y1Iev.rwork for hire.~ 
Th. hir.d· servants s.ldom recelve any money m advance, and cons.quently at the! end of the 
year·are fr.,eto go away. ~o warning!s nec!ssary, either On the part of the master or'of the. 
servante. Th ... eat three times ... day ln theIr ",aster's honse, ·and get anuually one bl&nket, 
one handkercbief, and in money 6 pagodas, or 24 rupees; or £2; 8 •. 4o!d. Their wives are hired' 
by the day.and get Ii seers of rough rioe and S dudue, of whi.h 49i are equal to 1 rupee • .' In' 
so poor a conntry these wages are v~ high. .!,- male. slav. g.te daily 2 pucka s.ere·of rough: 
rice' with annually one blanket, one h&ndkerohief, a; p,ece of cotton cloth, and some oil; tem .... 
rinds. and capsicnm. He gets nO mon.y, except at ma.riagss; bat th.se cost 16 pagodas, or' 
£6.81. Hid., fo., the woman most be pnrchased. She and all her children ofconfse·b.come 
the property of ber. husband's master.. The wo~·slave gets d .. ily If s •• r8 of roogh rice,. 

, 85 
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• blanket and annually a pit·ce of cotton cloth, and a jacket. Children and old people get some 
ready-dressed victuals at the housa' uf the master, and are also allowed BODle olothing. '!'he 
men work from Bunris .. till .0nBAh; and at noco are allowed ona Hindn honr; 01' abont 24 
minotes, for dinner. °rhe women' are aJlo .... d till about 8 o'elock in. the morninp; to prepare' 
the dinner, which·iliay then carry to the fields and continue to work there with tbe men nntil 
sunset.' • . . 

800llda,;" Cana"a,-A farmer who lias fiva plooghs ia esteemed a rich man. With these 
he mo.t keep 6' men and 6 'Women and 10 IBboM1\gcattle, and at seed-time and harvest be 
most hire a.dditional laborers, }'armar. wbo are not Brahmans, unless their farms bp large, 
work the whole with their own famHies l bot. ricb men m1\st bire servaots, or keep .Iaves, and 
60 bold tbeir plooglJ. Brabmaus must always hava people of the low: Cll8tes. This is a kind of 
work that even a Haiga Brahman :will not perfoMD. • 
. A man-slave get. daily 2 seers of roogb rice, or yearly aboot26 hoshels, worth fl. 2 •. Old.,a 
liandkerchief;" blaoket and a piece of cloth worth 2 rbp""s (4 •. 0!d,),.a pagudain mOlley (Il •• otd.), 
6 candaC&l! of rOogh rice at barvest (14 ... 6,1.) l total £2. II •. nd. The women get one piece of 
.!loth annually, and a meal of ready-dressed victuals on the ilays .tWit they work, whi.h m"y 
amoont an,,:nally to 8B. 1". Hired men get fonr seers of ~ough rice a day, worth less thau three 
half-pence. . 

'. Nagara.~Most of tbe coltivation is carried. on by the famili,," of the cnltivators ; tbere are 
very'few hired servants, but a good many slaves, by whOIli, on the farms of the·Brahmans, all 
the plonghing' is perfonned. A slave gets .annually It rupees for a blanket, 8 rupees' wOI,th 
of cottOn cloth, quarter rupee for a handkerchief, 6 candaeas of rough rice worth 4 rupees to 
procnre Slllt, tamarinds, &0., and daily 11 colaga of rough rice, or annnally 276 candacas (or 
almost 49 bushels) worth fl. 16 •• IUd;; add the annu .. 1 allowances I7R. 7.d., the tot&1 ex
penses of maintaining'a male slave one year is f2. 148. 7td •. A woman-slave gets as follows: 

.865 colagas of rough rice, one daily" and 8 candacll8 at harvest. in all 211 candacas or 86t 
'bushels, worth 14-h- rupees; 2 rupees' worth of cloth, and quarter rupAe for a jacket, in all 
. nearly 166 rnpees or ,£1. 13 •• ·2". '1'he marr;"ge of a slave costs 10 pagod ..... or about 4 guineas. 
'rhe wife hblongs to the husbancfs master. .A mll8ter cannot hinder his slave girl from ml\rry
ing the slave of &!lather man, nilI'. does &e get any price jar her. Ths widow and. children, 
after a slave'. death, continue with hi. master. 11 a slav~ has no children by his first wife, he 
is allowed to take another. . 
. HUI"ha ... -The greater number of tbe farmers here bave only one plongh Mcb; bnt all 

·such Il8 have not more tpan three ploughs sre reckoned poor men, and are in gsoeral obliged 
to borrow inoney to pay the rent, and to carryon the expenses of cultivation. The crop.is a 
security to the l~nde"J who is rep&id in produce'at I! low valoRtion. Farmers who have 4, 5, or 
6. ploughs are abl~ to manage witbont borrowing, and live in ease. Those who have more stock 
are reckon~d dch men. lllach plough requires one man and two ol<so,.and can onltivate two 
lllars of land, or ahont 17 !,cres ~ In seed-time and harvest, some additional laborers must be 
lIired. All the farmers, and their children, even those who are. richest, Brahmsns excepted, 
work with their own hands,'andonly-irirt>.so many additional people Il8 are neceBBary to employ 
their stock of cattle. A servant's wages aTe from 6 to 9 jimshiry pagodll8 a year, tOgether 
with a blanket and a pair of shoes. The jimshiry pagoda is. fouY dudDs worse than·that bf 
Ikeri, wbich is rather less than 1. per oent. The wages are therefore from f2. 7 •• 10". to 
£3. '11 •. 9d. Oot of this they find everything bnt the shoes aud blanket. Men laborers get. 
daily half a ran8m .or 8!,t, and women receive one.half of this hire, which is seldom.paid iu 
money, but is given in Jola at .the market. price. The man's wages pnrchase daily ahont a 
qoarter of bnshel: The people .her'll.iW'¥'l<:from eight in the morning until sunset, and in the 
middle of the day a~ ,allo,\"e<\ ~4 ,Ilj,in,ntes ~ rest, and sat. The cattle work from eight in the 
mornillg ontil noon. rliey a~e then fed for an ~ollr, and 'work nntil about 5 o'clock. 
, H.,.i"ro {My.or •• )-At Heriol'll there are no slaves.· Most of the labor is performed by the 

families of the tenants; but a few hire ml'n-servants by the year, and in seed-time Bnd harvest.' 
employ women by the week. A maD gets from 50 to 70 fanams a year, or from tl. 11 •• 26d. 
to £2. 3 •• 6!d. 'J'bis is paid entirely in money, withont addition,. except that for himself and 
family he generally cbtains foom in bis mll8ter'e boose.. Women get 1 fanam, or 'ijd. a week.' 
Advances to servants are not common, and of course they are entirely free. 

The hours of lahor in this country are from eight in the morning nntil noon, and from 
~ o'olock till sunset; in all, abont eight bl>or9. The l .. borers get up abont snurise; bot' 
lin hoor is spent in ablutions, . prayer, marking their faces with consecrated sshes or clI\Y, and 
in sating their breakfast. They eat three timas a day, their prinei"al meal being at' noon. 

" Bailu", (My.o .... )-In the Malayar there are no .Iaves. Most of the. labor is carried on 
by the farmers and their own families .. Servants 'are hired by the year, month, or day. A 
man's wagPB, when hired by tbe year, are annUally 3 pagodae, a pair of eandals, a blanket, and· 
daily a meal of ready-dressed rice, worth altogether about 5 pagodaS, or abont·t2. He eats. 
another time daily, bllt this is at his own expense. A servant hired by the month gets half a 
pagoda, or aboot 4 shillings, witbout any addition. The daily hire is one-tbird of 8 Oanter •. 
Uaya fanam or 21,1. Hired BPrvante work ~iD eight in ·the morning ontil six in tbeafternooD; 
li,ut half an hour's intermission is granted to give them time ~ eat some ready-prepared. 
V,lCtUalS. 
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Caucnnl .. llg (MgR", .. ).-Most of the oolti .... tion is performed by the hands of the farmers 
.. nd of tbeir own mmilie.. A few hi ... d serv .. nts, bnt no lil .. v"s, are employed. A man-servant 
gets an,nually of rag; 4 candae,," of 200 seers of 72 inches, or nearly 261 bu.hels, worth .. t an 
.. verage 28 fanams, wit.h r~ mnam. in money. In all, be receives ~O £anam., or £1. 40. 11 I,/. 
.The hours of work ilrB fnnn 61 in the morning nntil noon, and from two in the afternoon nntil 
Bunset. I'he ,num ber of holi,l .. ys allowed 'is very .mall; but thll servant 0"""8ionally get. fon .. 
or five days to repair hi. honse. At seed-time,and harvest, a <lay-laborer gets from one-tbird 
to one-fourth of a fanam, or from 2i.1., to rather more th .. n li,l. a day. Women get daily from 
one-fourth to one-fiftb.,of a fanam or about. ljd. . ' 
. Killumanga/am, S"/.,,.· Di.md.-Mo.t of the labor i. perrorm"d by the farmers and their 
own families. A few .rich men bire yearll serv .. nts; .. nd .. t ·seed-time and. harvest addition .. 1 
d .. ily laborers must be' procnred. 'l'here are no .Iaves. A ploughm .. n gets ... nnu .. lly 8i 
.,and ...... of ragi (20 busbels), worth 28 £anams, with .. hut and 16 £an .. ms in money. Hi. 

• wages, be.ide a hut, are tberefore .tl. 7 •. old. The additional expense .. ttending .. plongh is • 
3. fanams for implement., and 2 seeds for the hire 'of day-laborers, or one candaca of grain, 
worth 8 fan .. ms, fol' what the plougb will mlltivate; in all 051 £anams. Add 30 fanam. for the 
rent of the dry field, and we h .. ve 8'>'l f .. nam. of eltpeo.e, beside. the intere.t of the value of the 
two o .. eo, which. however, i ... mere trille. In an ordinary year, the produoe, after deducting 
the seed and the Govtjrnment's.hare of rice with the stoppages for village officers, BOOOrding 
to th,! £.orme";', will be - . . 

. Ragi -15 'oolagas, worth 
Avaray 19 colagae 

... 
Rice; Hainu crop, 85 colag .. s ••• 
Rice; C .. rn orop, 671 colagas ..... -~-

-" 
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· This· amounts t<l jnst abont the expense; bnt I have mentioned that the' produce of the dry 
graius i. in this acoount nnderrated by at leaet one-half, and I 'have not brought into the 
account tbe balf produce of the 5 colagas .. hich the farmers are compelled to cultivate, and. 
whicb co.ts little ,,1' no additionah'xpense. . 

'I'he farmers in geneml consent to advance money to their servants for marriages and 
other ceremonies. 'fhi. money is repaid by inetalments out-of the wage. that are given in cash; • 

· for &hi> people here are not anxiou. to keep their servants in bondage by a debt hauging over 
thpm. A day-laborer, whetber man or woman, lI1ets daily one-eigbth colaga of rough rice or 
-r',l,"" parts of a bnshel. Of this; it mnst be observed, cne-half is composed of husk. . . . 

'. 
'. The follo,!ing i.· .. n BO~Ount cf the wages now'(1891) prevlliling at the pl .. ces visit~d by. 

1>r_ Buchananm 1800:-, .' 
Bhar4"i.-The mtss of wages of the agrionltnral 1a1toten have not much altered since the 

beginning of the oentnry. There are no slaves now; . Th wages of the agrioultumllaborel'll, 
··who are termedptldiyals andptJP"ialB,.:re ~o bullaM in kind per Plonth and Dom Be . .2 to Re. 8 
in money. Their wives get wages ae other ordinary laborers. . 

Day-laborers at hqrvest, whether men or women, get one to' one anil-a-half bullah of grain 
according to season and demand. For weeding, transplanting and planting, the labOl'flrs.are 
paid from half to thlee~fourths of a bullah. A laborer working in the lIel<l. with a hatchet-or 
carrying earth or manure is paid one bullah in kind wAs. 2 in cash. • . ' 

. A porter taking a load is paid one bullah of grain or As. 2 for B whole day. 
'J)h4rdp..rom, Ooimbat.,..· Di.trict.-Agrionltnral laborers are. hired in the begiruiing of 

Chithirai (April) for a year: 1'hey change their service when thpir tsrm ~ .. pires. They 8eldom 
borrow from their maeters, bnt when they do, they repay the loan .. t the end of their term by the 
sale-proce.ds of their cattle. A male laborer gets 20 6ullahl of .paddy for labor on wet lauds 
in toW% and 16 bullahB of dry grain in husk for labor OJ) dry lands in villagee l1li hie monthly 
;'ages.A laborer on wet lands gets also annuslly a aa/ag(J1I of paddy with .. present of one or 
one and-a-half rupees or oloth. of equivalent valne for approved service. Where the l .. borer 
does not owo a honse in tbe village iu which. he is employed, the master provides for him a 

• thatched hut tci live in, to bs enlT!'ndered to th,e employer on th!, termination of the period of 
.. ervice. 'l'he laborer's wife works 10 the. master s fields at seed-time and harvl!l!t aod elsewhere 
.. t other timee. A woman's daily wages are one build of dry grain. in husk worlb about One 
aDna. For reaping, B man gete /) pnddiea and a woman I) pnddies a day_'- -. 

. The labore"s diet I!"nsists 01' bo!'ed grain ':n~ Aoup. prepartld cf mo~~ or a~i (beans) 
.. ith ooriander and capSlcnm ground lOto a pasteJDlXed WIth salt. A rag 18 h18 clothing anjl hull' 
his home. The laborers are strong and hardy and are not overrun with vermin and ontaneoDli 
disorders as a class. The women, although untidy, are fullY,clothed. . 

. P.IltlcAi.-There· are "OW two kind. of servants, oalled padiyals, employed by the farmer 
to onltivate the land. and pUD!r'ls. The padiyals are enr'ged for a year, the year .running 
from Chittirai to Chittirai (April) in sc·me places and ThBl to Thai (Jannary) in . others. . The 
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pwyals invariablyreoeive an adV&llOB of money varying from Rs. 10 to Rs. 30, which they have 
to repay on quitting the master's servi~. The advance is t..k.en by the padiyals out of ueo.~ity 
and partl:y in order that they might have a hold on ~he~ employers .agaiust Bum.ma?, di.miBBai of 
their B91"Vloes at the pleaaure of the:masters. The padiyals are paId monthly m kind. PerIOn. 
between J2 and J8 years of age are paid from 12 to 16 buli4hB of grain aooor,liog to age and 
.nature &Ildeflioienoy of work. Those over 20 years of age receive 18 bulltIh... BesideB the 
wages in grain, each padiyal is provided with a oumbly or As. II to Ro. 1-8-0 for the purch8t!8 
of one. H-e iB alsq supplied with 2 pairB of slil'pe... The wife and oWldren of thepHdiyal are 
paid for whatever work they perform, the wages of a female for trall8pl&llting being 8 pieB or· 
one bullah of grain. If the padiyale' leave their mll8tera' Bemce before the expiry uf the term 
of their service, the mll8tera Beize their oattle and sell them and reooup thenroelves for the money 
advanoed to the labore... If, on the other hand, the m ... ter dispensetl with the services of 
the padiyals, they 08nnot recover the loall8 before the fall year of engagement ""pireB. . 

• ·The pungal goes to a rich. farmer.and for a share of the drop underta!<eB to o.ultivatehis . 
J.a.nds. The farmer adV&ll088 the oattle, 'lDlplements, B99d and money or gram that 1S necl)88ary 
fOOl the subsistsnce of the pungal. He a1sc gives each family a house. He tW<eB no share in 
the labpr, which is all performed by the pungaland his wife and children, but he pays the ren' 
.out of biB share on the division of the orop whioh tW<es place when that is ripe. If a farmer 
-employs a pungal.to.cultivate his lands, the produce is divided into two !,qual portions, on~half 
going to the share of the farmer as nilavMam. Of the remaining half, • .8., yearivaram, in pro
portion to the number of ploughs owned by the farmer &Ild pungal, the shares are divided at the 
rats of a share for each plough. ~or example, if the farmer owne three plonghe and the pungal 
one plough, hiili the- produce above referred to (yesrivaram) will be dividsd ioto 4 portiona, 
3 gomg to the 'Share of the farmer &Ild the remaining one to the latter. Every pun gal ahould 
contribute a plough or two or else he will not be considere(j. as suoh, but will be treated as a mere 
padival. The pungal shoUld pay from his share of the produce to the farmer th~ money whioh 
ha received for his 8ubsistence. The farme .. are better oil with PlJngals than with pad'gals; the 
greater pOrtion of' the responsibility is shoved on the pungals, who have equal, if not better, 
interest lU the cultivation of the land. 'rho farmer has therefore lesi &nXiety and greater profit 
'whea, he employe a pungal th.8I\ when he employs a padiyal. . 

Ptf.lgndl, Malahar Dislri.t.-The greater part of the labor On the field ia performed by 
... hurmars. P~reons of other oastes are a1sc en~llged for the labor when neoesaity arises on pay
ment of higher wages. The ohurmara, who. were once slaves, are DOW ordinar:y ooolies. 1'he 

• tenant. an(j.la.ndJordB have nOW nO .. bsolute oontrol over fJl,em, nor do they maint8lll the ohurmars 
when their services are nut required. The churmars are at perfeot ).ibeJ;tyto prooeed wherever,' 
they choose anc!. obtain sul)sisteuce. They receive 2 paraa of Pad. .dy and two piecea of oloth a year 
so long as they remain in the aervice .of their mastell. They als~ obtain some pecuniary and 
·other alBistance when a marriage, deatlr or other oontingency ooours in their families. The daily 
wages of • churma.r, both male and femole, are 2 edaogallies of paddy and' one edangally for" 
boy or girl. 'rhe daily wages of laborers other than ohurmars are 4 edangallies for males, 3 for 
females, 8J1.d 1. for boys and girls. • '. 

"Ttf.mra.heri. Malahar ·Diatrict.-The daily wage.- p8.id in grain to agrioultnral laborers in 
.~891 .w:ere mJlcb, thE! same as thqsepaid io 1800. '£he rates generally given are-

• 

-

. " 

. To IIble-bodied men, I ~ dangallia of pILMy or 6 nallis heaped ••• 
• To able-bodied women, 16 danga1li1i of paddy or·6 nallis streaked ••• 
To old persoll'! and ohildren of paddy, 3 nallis heaped 

ea. DI' • 

1486 
1011 • 
74i 

'They get a present ·of 3 par81 of paddy d ~g the harvest and 8 or 4 piecea of oi.~th. In 
·times of soaroity, which generally happens in the month.- of July &Ild Anguat, their maote .. .give 
them yams, jacks. plantain&, &0: '1 his year when there was a general failure of jaoks, yams, &0., 
-the starving populaoe were driven to the necessity of extracting allmen, from fan-palm and date
palm and aubsisting upon the o..k.e. formed out of the juice obtained. The rates above given are 
higher than the rates given for the. laborers who receive advanoes of money and are required to . 
w.ork out the advance by contributing' manual: labor. . 

. Tellicl/M"ry, Mala'/J(w Dlirtrict. ..... The. o.udisn&, i .• ., tenantS, are now worse oft then in 1800. 
~ey get at.the mO.Bt on!. yone. -half of the produce of paddy fields they leaee out, and as for plan
tations,· if. tl!~ trees he-ve not been pe.id· (~nyik&nom) prioe by the jenmies, the tenants ~et two.. 
t!>irda of their produce;· in othe-r O8Ies they soa.rcely get one-third, the rest being appropl18ted by . 
their jenmies. AIJ tenapte, whether of. paddy flats or of paramhas, have the 88me oomplaint to 
make,' that they gain little or 'no profit. fr1>~, tilling or holding lands' e.ndparambas nnder the 
ten:uresnow obtaining,io~ba.r. '. • 
• _ ~l~se tenants. ~ mostly wOrkmW).tl1emselves; and all able-bodied men and women of their 
household, wor~ fIl and for. tl!.jI iotere.t.of, t/l" farm. ,But iJ at all any extra labor is wanted, 
they hire other men &Ild women at. t"'.1!8U~ rates of wages. The tenants do not now po_ 
slaves, though. it osnnot be denied that in. remote parts J'raedial slaves are covertly. leased ont 
-with. the farma. The hired serve.nts are chiefly Tiars. NalrB, Moplays and Polayars (who were 
slaves in 1800). Pola~ ~e hired as dll1-1aboren. The working h0?rB are now 88 io 1800, 

• 
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almost the same, vi •. , 7 A.M. to I P.M., and the rates of wllges nGW only 2 edimgallies of ·paddy· 
against 2i in 1800.· All the afternoon the tenants work for themselves. . 

The edangally in West Malabar, famru...rly known as MoLeod's seer, oontsins-

In Cherakal 
In Kottayam 
In Kurwnbranad· 

... 
. Cl'& IN. 

100'34 
97171) 
97~7~21 

The total earnings, at the present rates, of a day-labQ.rer in Malabar for a whole 'y~~ may 
be taken at 626 dangallis of ,pllddy, or Rs. 37 i in money at the present market rates. 'This 
gives Rs. 3-2-0 a munth for a laborer wQrkilig half a day. . 

C/,.IYIkal, Malabar Di8trict.~Th .. following castes were onoe slaves in this taluk: (1) Polayars, 
in the plains near the sea oo ... t and (2) Mavilom., (3) Karimba.lana and (4) Vettuvars oD the 
hills. There are now no slaves in the sense that their women and ohildren are not· now openly 
sold, mortgaged or leased with the lands. to which they are attached. But the master or 
jenmi takes particular care that they are not taught to read and write. In remote parts they 
are even now covertly sold, mortgaged and leased with the lands by word of mouth. In suoh. 
parts the old. aIIowanoes are still paid to them, via., a hut, two pieces of oloth annually and the 
daily aIlowanoe of rioe or paddy. The annual money allowance for oil and salt is not now· 
given. . 

The paniours 01' agrioultnrallaborers are generally Naira, Moplay. and Tiars. Though the' 
master dops not now give the ,servant a hut to live in, yet many have become kuyikanom 
tenants of the former. 'I'hey are not bGund to render gratuitous servioe to their masters. For 
all work done to the masters, they are paid the same wages as are given to non-tenants. 

tn cases of indebtedness, the debts are not recovered by deductions from wages, but in due 
course of lllw. No annual presents are given to the laborers nor are they flogged on Ilny 
aocount. 

The rates generally give!' are
'For tilling (work done till! P.",). 

Do. (tha whole day) 
. For ploughing (work done till 12 noon) 
}'or weeding (women) whole day 
For reaping (women) 

For turning up parambas (till! P.M.) 
Cooly work (full day) in urban parts 

2 McLeod seers of paddy. 
3 seers with breaKfast. 

'It seers of paddy • 
1 i nalia of riOQ or i seers of rice. 
10 sheaves for every 100 sheaves 

brought to the threshing ground. 
As. 2-6 in money or 2 seers of paddy. 
As. 4 with 6 pies extra for noon-m....J 

if the latter is not supplied by the 
employer. 

(C.)-AbstTact uf the Proceedings ~f the Boa,,·rJ. nf Revenlt",·dated 25th November 1819, on 11>. • 
• uhjec' of agriculturaIB/a,uery •. 

Saf." •• -The ... was no vestige whatever of slavery in the district nor 'had' any such prac-
tice obtainpd from the time the distriot came into the possession of the Company. .' 

Madura a~d Di"dignl.- Slavery had existed during the Muhammadan ,Government and 
the slaves were sold at the pleasure of their masters. Since the assumption of the country by 
tbe Company, some slaves had continued wit.h their masters; others had left. them and eVeD 
enlisted WI sepoys. The Collector could no~ d •• cover that any Puller had sold himself as a slave. 
Indeed slavery seemed gradually di!;!,ppesnng. 

OoimbatoTe.-Slaveryexistedin'the district in but a very few villages and th" number of 
slaves was alway. inconsiderable." ' 

Tanjort.-=-Slavery existed in the district, but it was founded in the first instance upon 'a 
voluutary oontract; '1'he condition of the alaves differed: very little from thst of the commo,," 
'laborers and the treatment of both was nearly the same. Yhe system of slaves atteched to 
the soil ~nd transferable by purchase, '"" appendage to the land, did not obtain in the distriot. , 

Tinn.tJ.lly.-SI"very existed in the district. It Wl\S usual for slaves to be sold or mort
gaged, either with the land or separately, at the pleasDr.e of the proprietor. The slaves wer .. , 
afl'orded 8ubsistence on the lowest scale of allowance, belDg generally no more than 2 measure .. 
of paddy a day on working days. Th~y were also entitled at the time of h .... vestto a small 
deduction from the gross produce, which genel'aJ1y amounted to 21 per cent. It was nsual fOL" 
tbe masters to assist the slaves with necessary funeral expenses, and to grant them present .. 

. on occasions of marriages, births anil festivities. . , 
80u'h ..4~cot.-The .ystem of slavery fonnded in the firs.t mstanee OD contract existed iu 

the district., the nnmber of slBv~ amounting to 11 ,OO~. The. owners were required ~ p,·ovid .. 
the slaves with food and c\othlDg, and to defray thell wedding expenses and to ass.st them 

36 



xxxviii 

with presents on the o~cosion of b~rths of children and, to defray fnneral charp9s. The feod 
given was always snffiClent for subsistence, bnt the clotblDg was very scanty. ·1 he owners w~re 
bound to protect the slave,S i1!..~ick!>,e~ !'!!~ ~l.cl:!ge. -.. .." 

Ohing/P.put,-1'he system of slavery, originally founded on contract, existed in the distriot 
The slaves were given a certain prescribed groin allowanoe alld a propf)rt\onate subsistence for 
each of their children or others of the family. 'l'hey were also housed and clothed and dllring 
the princi pal festivals certain other allowances were made to them both in money and in arti
cles requisite for their ceremonies; their marriages were also performed at the charge of their 
masters and when reduce~ by infirmity th~~~.!so suPPortec:L!!L_the!!"r'proprietor.. The 
condition of this description of people, composing theC1iier part of the Pa.,ahi,oftlie'uistrict, 
had, of late, consid~rably changed, in consequence of the vicinity of the town of Madrss where 
lUany of them obtained employment and their proprietors found it diffillult to rec~im them, 

Trichinopoly.-Slavery existed in the district, the number of slaves amounting to 10,600. 
They were nsually sold with the land and somotimes mortgaged. ~1tey were supposod to he 
entirel'y-!!uEllorted.Jl)'.th.eit:.,.JDasters in s~knlls~--",ndjnJ!-eal~h.rheir marriages were made at 
the expense of the mirasidars and' 'tliA expenses of ftlei. funeral. were also defrayed by them. 
The slavps enjoyed some little gratuity .. t every birth and received .. certaiu pst .. blished sum 
'at the principal Hindu festivals. A list of the yearly emoluments which a slave w .. s properly 
entitled to receive i. noted below. They were not treated harshly. 

The quantity of land to be cultivated by a slave is an extent capable of yielding 150 -
"ullams of paddy. 

Waram of a Pollan ... 
Vo. Pullichi 

Batta for plonghing 
Sotnntrums for sowing 
Reaping share at 5 per cent. 
Thrashing 
Pongal feast 
Deepavali , .. 
G ramad", vada 

... ... 
... 

... 

... ... 
... .. , 
'" 

OnJlam., Gifto, 

8 Sa 
6 6f --

15 • 2 0 4 
0 6 
7 6 ... 
I 0 
1 0 

1 
Ii 

Total annual 26 i SA fanams. 

For a marriage 
Do. birth 
Do. death .-, 

'Totar 

, ... 
.. , 
... 

4 
O. 
(I 

80 

0 8 l'Upees. 
2 2 fanams. 
2 2 do. 

44 . Rs. 9 It 18nams. 

Oana,.a.-Slavery existed in the district, the number of .Iaves amounting to 82,000. The 
right of s",le was the master's exclusive privilege, with 01' withollt the land. The slaves could 
also be let on hire. They were fed aod olothed by their masters, who also preaeiiiea: them witli 
~11 sumar money on their marriages or on occasions of particnlar ceremonies. The average 
quantity o~ food and clothing given was-

Food,' 

For a lIlan-
Ii Uanara seer coarse rice, 2 

rupees' weight of salt, a little 
betel-nut and leaf. 

For a WODlBD-
1 seer ... ... 

For a child-
t seer ••• 

'Xhe slaves were not cruelly treated. 

Clothing. 

2 pieces of canthy, 6 cubits in some 
. taluks, a cumbly and a roomal. 

1 piece of cloth, '1 cubits. 

1 piece of cloth, 4 cubits. 

Malabar.-There were slaves in the district nnmbering 100,000. They were freqnently 
transf!!!:!-'ed....b;!': ... l!!..,mortgage or hir..!!< The measure of snbsistence to be given by the pro
prietor was fixed, anil liiiW .. lii'loiiiid by the prescribed customs of the oountry to see it served 
out to the slal'es daily. (The slaves were in more comfortable ciroumstsnces than any of the 
lower and po~rer class of nativesJ 
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(D,)-&Iract. ,,'om 1M Report oJtA. Oo",,,,i •• io,,,,, fo,. 1M j'.<eBtigation 01 «lkgtd ca. •• of T.,.tul" 
. '" tM Madras Pruitt.nclI, 181>1>. • 

:Many a witness has declared to us that tlie people would be satisfied if the demands of the' 
Revenue Oflioers were restricted to the just Government dues; we entertain no doubt, but thu.t 
the extortion, of what are erroneously termed .. Bribes," is universal, and tho.t when payment 
cannot be ob~ained by .fair m~s, foul ~ be resorted to. Then is brought into, pl"y all that 
perfect but silent maohmery which combmes the foroes of Rovenue demands and Pohce authority; 
the most ingenious artifioes which the subtlety of the namve mind oan invent are had recourse to ; 
and it seems highly probable to us that it is a ·oommon praotice with the native officers to give 
their own illicit demands precedence, when peouniary means being more plentiful or easily 
procurable,. the proc"Bs of extraotio~ i~ "i'0.;e readilr complied wit.h, under hopes and promises of 
future serVICes, perhaps that of aS8lStmg m cheatmg Government among others, expressly with 
a 'View to keep the revenue demand &8 a corp8 d. re •• ,.r.s to fall baok upon, the practice of 
oppreesion and violenoe to extract that, being not so apparent an injustioein the eyes of the 
people aa the applioation of the same measures for mere, private personal purposes.· . 

The descriptions of violence oommonly in vogue for revenue al!d private extortionpurposea, 
whioh have been spoken to in the course of this inquiry, are as follows: -Keeping a Iilan in the 
sun; preveoting hIS going to meals .or other oalls of nature; oonfiuement; preventing csttle from 
~ing to pasture by shutting them up in the house; quartering a peon on the defaulter who 
IS obliged to pay him dail'y wages; the use of the kittee; Anunda!; squeezing the crossed fingers 
with the hands; pinohes on the thi~h.; slaps; blows with fist or whip; running up and down; 
twisting the ears; making a man 8lt on the eoles of hi. feet with brickbats behind his knees; 
putting a low o ... te ~an on the .baok; ~trik~ng two defaulte!"" heads ~gainst eaoh othe .... or tying 
them together by theu back h8.lr; pllLClDg m the stocks ;tymg the hall of the head to a donkey's 
or buffalo's tail; placing a necklace of bones or other degrading or disgusting materials roWld 
the neok; and, oooo.sionally, though very rarely, 1lI0re severe discipline still. ' 

Some streB8 _ms to have been laid "pon the existence of "instruments" of torture, and 
many of the gentlemen who have sent in reports to Government state their belief that the kittee 
h ... become Obsol<lte in their distriGts. . 

That the .. A.nundal" (in TeJugu gingeri) or tying a man down in a bent position 
by means of his own oloth or a rope of coir or straw passed over his neok and under his toes is 
generally common at the present day, is beyond dispute; and we see no reason to doubt that the 
kittee (in 'I'elul""cheemta) is also in frequent use. It is a very simple maohine, conaisting merely 
·of two sti"ks tied together at one end, between which the fingers are placed ... in a lemon 
,aque ...... ; but in our judgment it is of very little importanoe whether this partioular form of 
compression be the one in ordinary use or not. for an equal amount of bodily pain must be produced 
hy that whiohhas superseded the kittee, if anywhere it has gone out of vogue. the oompelling 
a man to interlace his fingers. the ends being squeezed by the hands of peons. who ooon~ionally 
introduoe the use of sand to gain a firmer gripe; or making a man place bis hand flat upon the 
gronnd and then pressing downward at either end a stiok placed horizontally over the back ~f 
the sufferer". fingers.. Independently of the general tsstimony to it. use deposed to before UB by 
.the oomplainants whom we have personally examined, we find its nse believed in by Mr. G. Forles, 
and admitted by the Sberist .. dar, who says-CO Kittees are sometimes kept in both taluks and 
villages; if they are not forthcoming in p.laoe. 'where they are required for use, the village oar~ 
penteris immediately ordered to procure the required number of kittees, whioh order is impli. 
citly obeyed; " ~d iJ;l the case of Akki.nary Appan&, we find a Tahsildar tried and ~ntenced 
to six months' hard labor 'in irons and a. fine of· Rs. 200 for having applied, this instrumen;t 
known in Telugu districts by the name of oheerat .. to the fingers of the complainll1l.t so lately ... 
the middle of the last year. 

It is quite eertain thafthe practioe oftorlure prevails in a muoh more aggravated degree in' 
Polioe oases than for realizing the revenue. 'l'he. modes resorted to in the former appear to be 

. more aeote and ornel, though we doubtif ·anything like an equal number· of persons is annually· 
subjected to violence on eriminal oha.rges ~ for default of payment of revenue. 

• • • • • 
We ,have instanoes of torture being freely practised in -every relation of -domestio life. 

Servants are thus tl'eated by their masters and fellow .servIWts;· ohildren by their p"reDt_ 
and schoolmasters for the most trifling offenoe.s; the very plays of the populaoe (and the point of 
a rode people's drama is its satire)exoite the laughter of many a rural audience by the exhiLition 
of revenue squeezed out of a defaulter ooin by ooin through the applianoe of familiar .. prov .... 
catives" under the superintendenoe of a oaricatured Tahsildar; it seems a "time-honoured" 
institution, and we cannot be astonished. if the praotioe is still widely prevalent ampng the 
ignorant unedooated olaas of.native l?ublio I!""'ants. ' 

• • • • • 
• NO"'B.-'Mr. Forbee, 't"oUector of Tanjore, writes as foUom :_It The' people of India dra.w a wide dietinctioD. 

between oppreNliva acta pra9tiaed with .. penon&! motiy&, and those, which, howeVer el'l'(lneously, they oonneot with .. 
puNic duty: they will. malte ~mplain~ upon compla~n~ a.nd a.P~ ".pon &PP~ for the re~ of a. private wrong, when 
they will at the same time- tamtly submit to a greater mJury Xooelved. m .. publio act: the motive of the OJle they see to be 
pononal, and attlu:lh no personal moth"e to the- other." , _ _ ,-
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Among the principal tortures in vogne in Police cases we find the following: twisting a rope 
tightly round the enth ... arm or leg so as to impede circulation; lifting np by the moustache; 
suspending by the arms while tied behind the back; searing with hot iron; placing scratching 
insects such as the carpenter beetle, on the navel, scrotum and othei .... nsitive parts; dipping ill 
wells and rivers till the party is half suffocated; squeezing the testicles; beating witbstick.; 
prevention of sleep; Dipping the flesh with pinoers; pntting pepper or red ohillies in the eyes; 
these cruelties oocasionally persevered in nntil death sooner or later ensues. • 

• • • • • 
In the oourse of this investigation there is' one thing which has ill'preesed us even more 

painfully than the oonviotion that tortnre exists; it is difficulty of obtsining redre1'8 whioh con
fronts the injured parties .. 

In stating this melancholy fact we are very fe1' from seeking to C881; any unfounded 
imputation npon either the Government OJ its European officers. We think' that the servioe is 
entitled to' the fullest credit for its di.olaimer of all countsnance of the cruel practices whioh 
prevail in the Revenue as well as in the Police department. 'Ve see no reason to doubt that the 
native officiale from the highest to the lowest are well aware of the disposition of their European 
superiors; and although very many of the parties, wh!> have appeared before us in reply to our 
inquiry why they have not made an earliercomplajnt, have asked what is the nee of af,pealing to 
the Collector. We have seen nothing to impr9Sl' us with the belief that the peap e at large 
entertain an laea that their maltreatment is oountenanoed or tolerated by the Europ~an officel'S 
of Government. On the contrary all they seem to desire is that the Europeans in their 
respective districts should themselves .take up and investigate oomplaints brought before them. 
The distances which the natives will often travel at great p~rsonal loes and inconvenience to 
make complaints even of a very petty nature to the Collector or Sub·Colleotor is of itself a proof 
of the oonfidenoe which they place generally in those offioers. The abstinence of the native 
offioials from such practioos in or near stations where Europeans, be they civilians, surgeon". 
commissoriat or other officers, reside and the prevalence of torture incre4sing ~ proportion 
as the taluk appeal'S less exposed to European scrutiny, are strong arguments in favor of a 
consciousness on the part of the native officials that they eannot with impunity resort to illegal 
and personal violence when it admits of easy and epeedy substantintion before the European 
authorities of the district; a.nd the whole ory, of the people whioh h ... come up bef~re us is to 
save them from the oruelties of their fellow natives, not froni the effects of unkindnesa or 
indifference on the part of the· European officers of Government. 

What then, it may be asked, are the reasons on which we found our opinion that while the 
natives have confidenoe in their Nnropean snperiors, they do not promptly seek redress at their 
hands in every instance, of abuse of authority? They are as follows: In the first place the 
infliction of liuch deScriptions of ill·treatment ill the colleotion of the revenue as we have above' 
speoified has, in the oourse of oonturies, come to be looked upon as " Mamool," oustomary, a 
thing of course, to be submitted to as an every day unavoidable necessity.- It is generally 
practised probably only' on the lower order of ryots, whose oircumstances least permit of their 
making any ,j)omplaints on the one hand, whilst their ignoranoe and timid;ty render them more 
submissive on the other; sucb is the na.tive cho.:rscter that very often those ahle and ready to 
pay their dues will not do so uuless some degree of force be resorted to. "I brought 14 rupees 
from my house," says a ryot, in a deposition refelTed to by Mr. Lushington, .. but ouly paid 6. 
I brought the said money to pay, but-as no violenoe was used towards me, I did n6t do so. Bact 
I been compelled, I wonld have paid. them ... • And in all these cases, it is'probable that a sense 
of the justness of the olaim nperates in their mindoagainst seeking redre.s for ill.treatment, 
whioh, bllt for their own stubbornness, they might have avoided. The violecce ordinnrily used is 
not of snoh a oharaoter as to leave those marks upon the person whioh might be appealed to in 
inoontestable corroboration of the truth of the sufferer's story, and we cannot abstain from'reiterat
ing our opinion that the great proportion of the acquittals and the lightueBs of the puniohments 
consequent npon suoh oases as appear to have been substantiated to the satisfaction of thl! ' 
magistraoy, may have had a serious effeot in deterring the ryofs from bringing forward more 
numerous oomplaints • 

• • • • '. 
The distances whioh those who wish to make complaints personally to the Collector have to 

travel; the fear that their applications by letter if permitted to reach head-quarters nnacJul
terated by misinterpretation win be returned with the ordinary endorsement of a referenoe to the 
Tahsildars; the expense and loss of time whioh a visit to, and more or less prolonged attendanoe 
upon, the Collector"s office entail; the ntter hopelessness after all is said and done, of the J<;nropean 
authorities pereonoUy investigating the oase, generally spewng ; the persuasion that a referene& 
of the petition to the 'fahsildar is likely to end in a nullity; the immense power wielded by the 
native servants in the districts and those in the Colleotor's office, who work together in conoort to 

• Mr. }t"OT'bAB, CollflCtor Of Tanjore, writes 88 followa :_u The ryot will often appeil.r &t the eutcherry with hi' fun 
linbiJitit18 in his possession, tied up in BmaU BUmB about hie penon, to be doled out, rupee by rupee, according to the 
urge0"Y of the demand, and will' sometimes .return to his vil~e having lett a bal&noe 1Uld.iacha.rged, Dol becaUle be 
could not pay it, but simply because he WitS not forced to do so." . 
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rendvr all oomplaints t~ tbe Bup.rior European officialB nugatory; tbe probability tbat if any 
trial tabs place b.fore the TahBiidar the oomplainant's witn .... s Will either b. brib.d and bought 
oB pr intimidated, or, if th.y appear, that their statem.nte will not be believed, or will be garbled, 
and an unfavourable report npon them returned to the Collector; above all p.rbaps, the oonvic
tion that he who seeks redress at the hands of tbe European is thenoeforth a marked man 
amongst the native offioials; that bis whole future p.ace and safety are je'Opardized by tbis 
attempt, and that every means of annoyance and of oppreBsion, even to false acousations of 
felony, will be brought into play again.t him, nntilhis own ruin and that 011$ family are sooner 
or later consummated l some or all of these ciroumstsnoes unite in every case, in more or 1_ 
forcible combination to. render red .... not only diffi.ult, but in manll': instances almost impoBBi
ble; at the same timd it is to be romarked that the authority of tbe.'rabsildar must be supported 
by hiB European Buperiors against the numerous false charges which are unsparingly preferred 
by t.he intriguing ryote • 
• • • • • • 

, The oharacter of tbe Native Police bas been drawn by more than~ne writer in the reporta 
furnished to l:iovemmont.· . 
. Mr. Mackenzie writes BS follows :-" I have no hesitation in stating that the so-called Polioe 
of the mofu .. il is little I.>etter than delusion. It is a terror to well disposed and peaceable 
people, none whatever to thiev<jll and r"gues,and that if it .was abolished in toto the savingo! 
expense to Government would be great, and property would be not a whit less secure than it 
now is." -
. Mr. S~lfelt says :-" !'he Police establishment has beoome the bane and. pest of society, the 
terrer of the oornmunity, and the origin of half the misery and disoontent, that exist amoflg tile 
subjecte of Government. Corruption and bribery 'reign raramuunt throughout the whole 
establi.hment; violence, torture and oruelty ara their ohie instrument.. for deteoting crime, 
implicating innocence or e"torting money; Robberies are-daily and nightly oommitted, and not 
unfrequently with their oopnivance. Certain suspicious charaoters are taken up and oonveyed to 
sonie secluded spot far out of the reach of witne .. es; every specie, of ornelty is exercised upon 
them.; if guilty, the crime is in!ariahly oonfesoied and stolen property discovered; but a tempting 
bribe soon rel .... es them from oustody. Should ;;hey perllist in avowing their innooenoe, relief 
from suffering is promised by criminating some wealthy individual, and in the agony of despair 
he i. pointed to as the receiver of .tolen goods. In his turn he. i. compelled to Pl'rt-with his h .... d 
earned ooin to avert the imponding danger. Even the perty robbed does not 'esoape the olutch • 

. ing 'grasp of the heartleas peon and dull'adar; he is threatened with being tom from his home, 
dragged to the outcherry and detained there for days or weeks to the actual detriment of his 
trade or livelihood, unless he point out the supposed thieves, The dread of, or aversion to, the 
cutcherry is so great that the owner would sooner disavow the stolen artiole and 'disolaim all' 
knowledge of the property, though his name be found written npon it in' broad oharacters; 
while such is the actual state of things, and while "'e people entertain BUch a lively horror of the 
Police, it is not poBBible to expect'a single viotimof torture to oome forward and arraign hi. 
tormentors; or to bring the charge home.to anyone of them after the desd has been perpetrated 
in somEi ruine~ fort or .deep ravine situated miles away.from the town or village." • 

• • .. • • 
Mr. J. Mackenzie, merchant of Bimlipa,tam, gives the following account :-" Since the 

receipt of your oom,?,!,nication! howe"er, I have made it m:r du~:y: to inquire into the subject as 
far as my opportuDlties pelflllt,ted, and the result of my mqwne. leads me to the ooonolusion 
that the oharge has been greatly exaggerated, and that although the use ofterture or ooercion 
in the oolleotion of the' revenue cannot be denied, its praotioe is of very rare ocourrenoe, and not 
.. t aU of the deep and atrocious nature alleged, and I can confidently st .. te, that it is not had 
recou .. e to in order to collect an immoderate kist, or, as some writers in the Alh ... amm a .. art to 
sorewout of the ryot, over and above his kist, a further sum for the benefit of the revenue serva~te. 
I am oonvinced that this charge is quite unfoundecl at least as regards the district of Vizagapatam. 
It is 'not in this way that, the revenue servants make money. I believe that I can explain when 
torture is made use of. There is a olass of ryots known as Nadars, whom a faulty revenue 
system luis taken out of their proper position and converted intc ryots, whereas they were 
never intended for any other. position than that of laborers or servaDts to Mootabar ryots. 
Now these NedarB are compelled to '.!-ndertake the oultivation of lands wh~oh the Mootabar ryots 
are not dispoBed t~ ta~e. up.. It is unsafe to make them such advances as would give them the 
means of well.oultlvatmg their lands; they cannot b.e trusted; the! are not to be made honest or 
respeotable; their lands are oonsequently badly o~ltivatad and the .. crops scanty, and scanty as 
they are, they generally endeavour to make away WIth them and to evade the payment of their ·kist 
as they really live .. by what they can pilfer. ~ ow it is in such cases that punishment, or, a~ 
it is called tarture, 18 had recourse to. 'rhe Tabsildar know. that orop bas been made away with 
and that the ryot has the proceeds concealed on hi. person, he refuses to pay. What is th; 
'i'8hsil. ar to do P Sell his property P He has no tangible property. Send him to jail to be well 
lodged and fed at the expense of Government P He does neither, he flogs him or ooerces him in 
some other way, and rupes by rupee, anna by anna, drop out 01 unexpeoted plaoAS. ·One suoh 

37 
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Ca.se is noised about, and the. example serves for a long time .. 'l'hiB i believe. to be the. true 
statement of the tori Dre used in this· distriot. I need not say that it i~ difficnlt to prove. 'l'he 
Tahsildar takes good Oare that no wilneseee who are likely to give evidence against him I\r8 

present. No laws oaU eradioete it, it has been the practice of the country from time immemorial; 
the natives in general think it all. right; the very nature of the people m'lBt first be ohanged." 

( E.)-Th. Mddras Rgol by Mr. R. A. Da1gell In 1866. 

Durir.g the te~ ye .. r. preceding 1866,·the price of all tha .. gricultu .... 1 produoe hILS nearly. 
dOllbled, and th .. t consequently the agricultural proprietor was much better off at the heginning 
of HI66 th .. n he was atthe beginning of 1856, f1nd that there wa.o a still gre .. ter improvement 
in his positiou ... compar<ld to w~t it had bee!, iu 1846. As ne .. rly tbe whole of his ontgoinR"e, 
whether for.food or wages, .. re mere dedllctlOns frnm the groSjl produoe of the land, as his 
family subsist on the grain r.aispd and wages are paid in the same commodity, his Bllrplll' 
produce has remained nearly the same in quantity during the twenty. yearB, w.here8s the market 
value of that surplus has increased threefold, if uo allowance be made for the depreviation of 
the value of the precious metals which bas taken place during tLis .period. 
. In order to the better understauding of the ext .... ordin .. ry improvement that has taken. 

p'mce in the position of the agricultural interest, it will be advisable to con.ider the n .. ture of 
the tenures on which.1and is held in the Madras Presidency. A. already stated, a very large 
proportion of the cnltivated area is h~ld direct from Government by peasant proprietoni termed 
Government ryots. According to the statistical returns, there ... ere no less than a million and 
three.qu .. rters of these perRons entered in the registers as land.holders. and their holdings .. re 
us)lally infinitessimally small. Ouly.420· paid lOut and upwards. as Government land.talC, 
wlUch is supposed to represe.nt half the uet prodnce of the land. Upwards of a million and a 
half paid loss than Rs. 31 OJ' t3.2.0, and of these latter, upwards of a million paid less than 
It.. 10 or It. As haJ. been already shown, the cnltivated land beld by the registered'ryots 
is about 18 million acres, the average extent of the holdings is therefore 9 acres, but if tbe 
Imillion sub.teb~ts who are 'entered in the returns as holding.nn~er these registered ryots be 
taken into account,.the avera.ge size of the holdings will he reduced to 6 acres, sopposing, .of 
. conrse, .that every registered ryot who sub-lets land retaios an equal q"antity for h.s own use. 
This minute sub-division at the IMid into small holdings has often been advanced as the great 
objection to ryotwari system of tenure, but after all it should be remembered that this objec_ 
tion applies equally to the zemindari systrm, and that, notwithstanding the difference in the 
valne of money, only a few years back there were nearly two millions of small landed pro. 
prietors in France whose holdings in no cue exceeded 5 acre. ; that in the p.·esent Kingdom 
of Prussia, ant of a .population of nine millions dependent on agricultnre, there are upwards of 
two million proprietors of land, and th .. t upwards of. million of these do not possess more 
than 3 acres; and that in Ireland, in 1861, there were 39,210 persons holding land less 
than an acre in extent as proprietors or tenants, 75,141 holding between 1 and 2 acres, and 
164,000 from 5 to 15 acres. . .. 

* * * * * 
UnfOl"tnnately the share cif Government was generally fixed'too .high, and tb" result of 

this over.assessment, increased .as its pressure has been by the fan in the value of produce sinco 
the settlement was made, has never allowed the system a fair tri .. l. Va.rious ,·estrictive. rules 
alaoled to muchointerference with the ryots, I.hough they w~re far from beinl\' a necessa.·y 
consequence of the .ystem.. 1'bese restriction. are now heing removed and the reductio us 
recently made, or in progress, and the correct survey, classification and re·"""eesment of the 
land now in contemplation, will do away with these disadvantages, and it may be expected 
that the superiority of a Bystem which encouTage. industry and enterprise, by being based on 
individnal proprie~orship, will be more clearly evinced. . 

* * * * 
The position of every desQriptiori of landholder, .... hether ryot, zemindar, or inamdar' 

must have. improved very materially during the last 15 year.. So far 88 the first· clas. WIlS 

concerned, the fall in prices, which had taken place betweell the early part of the century, when 
the money rate. of land. tax payable to Government were fixed, and the yellr 11S50, had had 
such a serious effect upon their resourceA, th .. t very liberal reductions were then made in the 
asse.sment of all th .. ryotwari land. in those districta where the .... te. pressed with .. verity 
upon the ryots or where they were so high as to keep land out of cult.ivation altogether. A 
special department for the re·asse.sment of all districts on liberal and scientific principles was 
also organized. The position of the Government ryot was consequently at once milch improved 
and the skady rise in prioes, which ],as taken place since that ppriod. has, of course, still 
lu,·ther benefited him, but this lattar benefit h ... also been obtained by the holders of land On 
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other tenures, the zemind ..... and the il'amdar, and their respective tenants. It bas been already' 
shown that an acre of oIlnirrigated laud prodnces on the average 190 Madras measure8, or 

. about 5 cwt. of grain, and that an acre of irri
B" gated land produces 370 M adl'&8 measnres or 
60 10 cwt. of rice.. The Government ryot, there-
66 fore, who hdld, say, 6 acre. of " dry" land and 

106 2 acres of "wet," for which he paid, say,Rs. 20 
20 per annum to Goverom~nt as land.ta.x, obtain-
86 ed for the produce Rs. 105 in 1t'56 and Rs. 

·1866-
Value 01 the pM""" of 6 aeros of dry IaDd 
Do. do. of 2 n of wet II 

Deduct Iu ( .. y) 

1866- . 
Value of the produce of 6 aerea of dry IaDd 
Do. do. of :a" of wet ., 

Deduct .... (oay) 

209 in 1866 88 noted in the margin. On the 
as. other hand, the .yot holding the same extent 

.• " 104 of land under a semindar or in"mdar, after 

.. 101r giving half the produce to his landlord, 
209 obtained in 1856 only lis. 52.8.0, the price of 

20 Iii cwt. of dry grain and 10 cwt. of ric.e in 
189 1856, and in 1866 Rs. IOl-8·0, the price of 

. _ the same quantity.of grain in that year, tbe 
. _ zemindar,. or ina.m.dar, in this case, taking 

the balance of advantage obtained by the Government .yot.This improvement in the position 
of the agriculturist· has manifested itself in the very . large ·increase in the Brea of land nnde" 
c111tivation, for, wherea., even in 1856, the .... were less than 10 millions of acres held by regis
tered Government ryots, there were upwards of 16 millions of acres 00 held iu 1865. 

* * * * * 
The position of the agricultural laborer aud, indeed, of all those dependent npon wages 

had not, at Bny tate, seriously deteriorated dllring the 10 years 'preceding 1866, though the 
enormous increase, which has taken plaoe in the price of food, must press h8.l·dly upon t.l-ose 
trades for which the remuneration is fiud, by custom, .. t a c.'rtain rate in money. When. 
reporting Gn this subject about three years ago, the Board of Revenue, after communicating 
with the Collectors of districts, stated that, as B rule, an agricultural laborers were still paid 
in grain, and that these grain wages had nut risen materially during late year.. As to other 
ClasS6S of laborers who w"re paid in coin, they observed that their wages had risen consider
ahly, and that the increase had then kept full pace with the enhanoed price of food. Compared 
with former rates, the wages were 'stated to be, in some cases, donble of what they formArly 
were, but the general proportion of incre..se was 50 per cent., and only in a few cases had the 
illcrease been as small .... 25 per cent. These conclusions are borne oot by the increase which 

. has taken place, dnriug the la.st 15 years, in the pay of all domestic servants in the families 
of Europeans in India. . _ 

The.positiou of that portion of the population whose wealth is derived from mercantile 
operations has improved, at any rate, ·in an equal ratio with that of the agricultnri.t, if we 
may judge by the progress which has taken place in the trade of the PrAsidency.. 'rhe prin_ 
cipal portion of this trade is .carried on at the port of Madras, that is, about one-half of the 
expol't trade and two· thirds of the import .trade. The greater part of the balance of the 
export-trade is from the ports of Cocanada, Negapatam and 'l'oticorin, ou the East Coast,.and 
from Calicut, Cochin, and Mangalore, on the Western Coast. Large exports of cotton take place 
from Cocanada and Tuticorin, aud of grain from Negapatam, whereas the principal articles of 
export from the western ports .. re oofiee and oil-seeds. l.'he principal item of impcrt .at most 
of these ports is piece.goods, though gra.in is also largely imported into the Malabar district. 

On the whole, then, it i~ impossible tIl "~rive at any other conclosion than that the mass 
of the population of. the Mad .... Presidency hwe consi:l.,rab/y pro'l're.sed in wealth during the 
10 ye .... s previous to the famine of .l81l6. The whole of the agricultu.ral interest, whicb includes 
certainly three· fourths and pel'haps four·fifths of the pop Illation, were in twice as good a 
position at the end of this period as they bad' beeu at its commencement, and a large numher 
of them had made enormonS !tains during the cotton famine in I!lngland, the ryots of the 
district of Bellary alone baving, it i. estimated, obtained "n incre ... ~e to their capital of nearly 
a million and a·half sterling on this account. The mercantile class, cr; at a.ny rate, 8uch 
portions of them as were interested in the over-8ea trade, had double!! their business, and the 
position of the poorest classes had certainly Dot deteriorated. Fnrther, while private wealth 
had increased to this extent, taxation had been augmented by less than 25 per cent., so that, 
certainly, three·fourths of the inoreased profits obtained hy the population were enjoyed tax 
free. At the commencement of the distress the people were, conseqnently, in a better position 
than they had ever OceD pied in any previons year of famine. 
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(F.)-Re8ttltB oj tM etUJUirie8 math by tM Board oj RtmenIMl /II to the r-ondition of the labOfll';ng clQll'~' 
in 11i72 (Proceedings oj the BOQ1"d oj Jlet>en1Ml, dated 11th N_nber 1872, No. 2179). 

Board of .Re""'"e-LabourerR.+T"e general.opinion was that the condition of the labonr-
· ing classes was rapidly improving. ifr. Brandt and Mr. Stuart -took tbe opposite view, but tbey 
evidently referred to farm labourers. the old. pr8!dial slaves.) Wage. paid in grain, like those 
of farm labourers, continued almost stationary, and the rapid'"inore ... e in money wages was to a 
· great extent neutralized by as rapid I. rise in prices. 'l'he labouring classA. had, however, fully 
shared iii the gene.al improvelD.mt wbich 10"" visible everywbere, and in many places large 
public works. ;n('r('as;ng trades, and improved facilities for emigration bad made their advance 
more rapid than tbat oJ' other cl .. ss('s. 

Hono~able V. Ralllaiy .. "gar.-trho agricultnral labourers in Tanjorl! called II pannial ... 
were a kind of semi· serfs squatting on tbe estates to· which they were attached. Accord
ing to the practicl> of the district, 40 goolies of dry land out of tbe holdings of a mirasidar 
were exempted by Govl'rpment from assessment and made over to eacb .. pannial " working 
nnder bim. 'rbe mirasidar supplemented this with a .grant of 60 goohes, of wbioh be 
himself paid the assessment. Be furt.her granted to each labonrer 50 goolies of II nnnjah II land 
free of assessment. The 100 goolies of dry land was calcnlated ~ yield 7 kallams * of ragi, 
besid •• vegetables and enougb of ground-nut to snpply him with oil for the use of the family. 
~'he 50 goolies of wet land .. ere computed to yield 5 kallams of paddy. Hia wages for daily 
work consisted of a Madras measure of grain per diem and this for .. bout nine working month. 

· in the- year would give him 9 X bO or 270 measures = 111 Tanjore ksllams. His calav..,.am on 
· tb~ threshing. Boor at the ,time of harvest gave ·him about 11 kallam. more. The pannial' • 
. wife earned, by beating paddy aud separatiug the husk from the grain ou the .mirasidar's estate, 
about 6 kaUams of grain a year at the rate of 12 measures a month, BO that the total earning. 

· of the family in one year were as below ,- . 

EALLAKB. 

Yield of dry land ... ~ ... oo • 7 
. " of wet land ... 5 
Daily we ges ~.. • ',' oo. oo. ... 11 
Oalava.ssam .... .. . 11 oo. ... oo • 

Earnings of the labourer's family oo. 'oo .. .. OO' oo. 6 

Total oo. 40 

which at an averrige price of one rupee a kaIlam was equal ·to about Rs. 40 in money. The 
labourer geuerally earned something by working as cooly during three months in the yea. in 
which he. was not employed in the field, and including this aud the preseuts he got on festival 

, days, the total earnings of the family were Rs. 4 a month. A non-agricultural labonrer 'lind hi. 
family in the rural parte of the district earned about the same sum at the rate of three annas 
per die'9- /-

The agricultural labourers in other districts did not earn so I!luch ":.1n Tanjore. In some 
distriots, their wages were, on au average, but two Madras measure. of grain per diem, or 60 
measnres a month, equal to 12 x 60 or 720 measures or 90 marak .. ls per aunum. This was 
worth Rs. 30 or Rs. 2; per month. Taking the whole Presidenoy, he was of opinion that 
it would probably not be much wide of the mark to assume the average earnings of nnskilled 
labourers to b~ abont Rs. 8 a month. There was no doubt that the wages of labc-ur had 
increased since fasli 1263 (186R-Ii4) though not in proportion to prices, the latter having risen
by 100 per cent. 'while the former rose by about 60 per ce"t. So far the condition of the 
labot;tring classes m.ustbe held to have improved. . 

M ... P. Chent.aX Row.-Tbe money wages of labourers everywhere nesrlydonbled, bnt 
wages to agricultural labourers were paid in grain and continued uilaltered. A full grown 
labourer in NeIlore (of which Mr. ChentsaJ Row was a native and a.landholder) got from 1+ 
-to 2 tooms t of paddy or one toom of jouua or ragi monthly with a cumbly aud a pair of slippers 
a year. This was all that had been alway. paid. The condition of the agricultural labourers 
bad no~ materially or at all improved, excepting in towns and villages in the vicinity of the 
rillway. 

Mr. Wedd.rbuNI, Gollector of Ooimb .. lore.-Wage. were good and employment general; 
in some places skilled labour, Buch as, that of the carpenter, the mason, &c., was very mgh 
owing to the ('xtenRion of the railway. 

• A Tanjore kallam t= 3 Madras marakala or 24 Dieasuree, 8Mb containing 133 tolu of rice. 
t A ~ = 37'1 Madtu 1IIOIISIIl"IIII; ill value in tho country .... about Be. If. 
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There was an increase in money wages 1 grain wages were the same as· ~o lJ.unntity ; 
bot more valnable relatively. to money. 

Un.killed field labour, in The cnlti"",tors or field. hands of the irM' 
ca&h or kind. ,. ~. , gated l .. nds working for the landlords 

80 year. ago. At preaent. remained in V1uch the same condition 1 ryots 
Per d01- no. &... ....... onltiv .. ting their owo lands, in other words. 
~:'RD ::: ~ 1: : ~: owners of dry land, had; by the sinking of 

Per month- wells at their own cost. withont being charged 
.IiIaa •• • •. .1 12 0 '0 0 for the improvement, as was nsnal under the 

. old native- system. advanoed in wealth and 
"omfon. The ryot proprietor and his !IO~s worked their well. tended the cattle. and ploughed 
the fi~lds; all worked who had not the means to be idle; the females also spun. 

, Next there were the lowest classes in every village who carned their subsisten", 
by cutting gras.. weeding fields. &0.; except in unfavor .. ble seasons when grass failed or 
cultivation was not carried on, they m .. intained themselves acoording to their own standard I 
'when there was no thought of the morrow and people mnltiplied without the restraints whic1/. 
better circumstances or higher standards of living entail. there was no likelihood of ",uch 
advancement. But though emigration agents were beating np for recrnits in every vill .. ge .. nd 
baz .... r ... nd promised foml. clothing and Rs. :; per mensem, .. pp ...... ntly they met with limited 
success; 90 in a popul .. tion of I! milliol>s appeared before him as magistrate, to 'be attested. 
in the conrse of 12 months from November 1871 to November 1872. There was neit4er fear of 
the sea nor of distant travel and those that went had nSllally no local tie. 

Mr. V •• katesiah. Deputy Oolu,"or, Ohingl"1'ut liiBtrict.-The wages or earning. of the 
labouring clas.es were then nearly double of what they were Bome fiftee" years before, owing 
partly to the rise in the price of grain .. nd partlJ" to the liberal rates at which they were paid 
by the Railway Company and the Public Works Department. A. common labourer working at 
the roads got as mnch as three .. nn .... a day •. whi1.e his Wife got au anna and.a.half. l'hus a 
family consisting of a wife and a husband mOLde up .. bo,ut Rs •. 80 a year exclllsive of non
working daTs ; whereas their aunual income in former days had not exceeded half the latter 
Bum. , 

Mr. OkaB'. OoUe.tQr of lfurnDol.-Agricnltural Iabourtlr& were generally paid in grain and 
as the rates of payments seldoD! changed, their cOllcj.ition bad heen stlj.tionory· and had 
made no peroeptible improvement. The wages of non-agricultural labourers, however, had 
considerably increased, owing to the operations of the Irrigation Company and .the general rise 
of prices lhut after the completiun of tbese works in 1870 and the fall in prices. 'especially 
in that of cotton, the rates of wages had a downward conrse. and the condition of the labourers 
at th .. t time was not milch hetter thau what it was ili YM .. befo ... ; and any increase in the rate 
of wages was nearly counterbalanced by the enhancement of prices,.so lUuch BG that when coolies 
were w .. nted for road work at a time when field work. .. as available, thllY .invariably preferred 
the latter. which was paid for in grain, to the former. which was paid for in mone,.. Their food 
and clothing were pf the ,s .. me kind as what they ~ere before. They ate .the .SlilDe coarse 
grain and need as condiments the !!Bme chatfl'Y .oomposed.of hel1lp-lea'll6S or. tamarind fruit. 
They wore the same co .... e clothes and slept lin the same rope cots. The "'\lIlIen ',put on no 
more jewel. than they did iu former d .. ys; he mentioned this because j,t was'a well known fact 
that wheu a n .. tive was improved .iJ;I condition. the first thing .h.1I did ,,-as to purchase jewels for 
his wife and children. 

Mr. B.-ibaliw., Depvfy Ooller-tor; 80lltk .A.rcot.-The position of t~e labonring classes 
had improv6d. In the South, Al'cot district indigo cultivation had increased enormously. 
Indigo vats were round everywhere. The rate of .daily wages·te labourers in fields hall. 
almost doubled)fi the past yes .. when there had been a riso ,in prices,· .There was a de",anti 
for ·.Iabourers ID every direction. A. labonrer in the field g'()t his .. ages in kind "t the 
tim" of harvest and in money at other times. In cash it .. as two annas "nd in. grain..IIo 
little .more than three M .. dras measures. Lo.boorers working in the indigo. vats ()btained threl' 
annas a d .. ~; but they were not employed all the year round. He eStima.ted their mont. h1.:r 
income at &. 31 or RS. 42 per annum. There was allother class of .Iabourers wh() worked 
for monthly wages in kind. Their monthly wages were 27 Madras measures ~.f l1add,. 
or ragi. besides one meal every day. They al.o got .. bont 7 or 8 per cent •. of the puttllrn at thjJ 
time of harvest called calavlJ8,am ,anilalso a rupee in !lash. E the a'pproxi",!/te ·ont~nrn of ,. 
field managed by one servant were 100 hllams, the labourer's inoome would l>~monthI1 
wages=324 Madras me ... ures. calavassam=21i2 Madras meaSllres, .. nd this at a .ru~ee fo~ 3p 
measnres would be Rs. 20 ; adding to this one rupee in cash and also the money,. De Ilf on,e 
meal every day, which at 6 or 8 pies a day amounted to one ~npee in the month or 2 .rupee~ 
in the year. the tota~ wage. wonld amount to ~. ~3 and, it was more or. less~~is s~m that th,e 
labonrer got from hl. master every year. Th18 dId not lUclnde the wages. of h,s w~fe; . 

. Mr. i';Ickl •• Oolledo. of 7'innevellll .... T.be wages of.labour in ,this ,disbil't ",ere high. 
Four annas .. d .. y for men coolies :\lad been the general rate· for ,the previons 10 ,years. 4t 
ha .... e.t time everywhere and throughollt the year in the northern 'alnks the rate had be .. 
as high a. ail: anllll& II day. hilt latterl,. there was a aecrl!l>IIll an!1. ~]1~i!l8 thjl.llOQ.,c.\d~ivJ!.~io.p 

. . ~ 

• 
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.esBon of 1872 any quantity of laboor w ... procorable at Palamcottah at from three anuas to 
three aona$ and-.... half per diem. At the cotJ,on screws at Tllticorin mon coolies wLte receiving' 
four annas a day. and in the coffee estates on the hilla the same rates prevailed. The agricul. 
tural pullara attsched to the land received their wages in kind as formerl~ he position 
both of the free labourers and the pullara in this district was remarkably good; they were better 
ted and clothed than similar classes in anJ of tbe districts sonth of Madr .... and their houses 
as a rule were superior to and were very different from I,he squalid huts that were to he fonnd 
elsewhere. 

Mr. B'fandt. 8ub-Oolltelor of Tinntvelly.-The following was the re8011 of his oxparience 
and of enqlliries maile nnofficiallt among those personally aoqoainted with the matter. and 
among ~ome of the labonrers and coolies thems~lves. (rhe h .. reditary cultivating peasants; 
1mllars ... they Wel'8 there called. who not many years previQusly had beeo absolute slaves end 
whose condition was but little above slavery. were invariably paid in grain. whe~her in Hemin" 
daries or lands held by other landowners. The working'season ..... about 8 01' 9 months iu 
the yea;. of whic}! some ~O days they were employed in cultivatiou and some 40 day. i~ 
harvesting operatIOns; dunug the rest of these 8 or 9 months they gOG some odd work in the 
way of baJing ,water and so on. 

'I'he earnings of a pullan and his wife during the working season'in the VaDiyor division 
of the NAngoneri t.aluk were as follows :- ; 

Two m8llsores of rice a day or for 9 months 
Harvest a.llowa.nces . '". ... ... . .• 
Gleaning, .... 
Special allowanoes called' 8'lJJalaniram. or nalla.

na.htatn (allowances for good or for bad) as in the 

Kotahe. Harakala. lI .. ou .... 
344 
1 10 4. 
100 

c&se of a birth. marriage. maturity of a child or 
death hi f,he family ........,.. 0 

Calculating the kotah at Re. 6 in' money this was Rs. 36 in the year. 
The e.xpenditure was a8 follows :-

6 o 

8S. 
Value of diet and household expenses ... 
Drink. without which they .. ould not work 
Clothing. ••• • •• 

... 24 . .. 6 
6 ... -

ToW 36 

Kot.a.ht. Jfarakall. :Mt!&Iures.. 
In SherwAdevi in' the, Amb&sa.mudram· talok. a 

'Pullan was reckoned to get about a measure and-
a-half and his wife a measure a day in the working 
Beason or .•. 1 10 S 

_ Allowances at l:eshanam harvest ... ... . .. 0 10 " Do. at ar harvest ••• ... 0 7 4. 
Swatsntram ... 0 1 3 
By other field labour 2 10 0 
Gleaning, .... ' ... . .. 0 " 0 
E.xtra jobs ... ... ... ... 2 0 0 

7 0 0 
equivalent to Rs. 42 per annum. The expenditure was fully equivalent to the income. For 
a considerable part of the year these labourers could not take a foil meal at all) 

A coaly or day labonrer's wages varied from two annas to three annas foUl' pies per diem 
and his wife's earnings were taken at from one anna four pics to two annas. according to the 
natnre of the work; for mere carrying and light jobs the lowerratas were given; for the higher, 
'snch work as erecGing mud walls. mde building operations and so on. W!LS exacted. The higher 
'rate was that nsually paid by the Public Works Department. They were paid sometimes iu 
kind' and sometimes in money. Allowing for feast days. days iu which religious ceremonies, 
bathiug in oil. &c., were performed. a cooly would not work more than two-thirds of a month 
and the working season .could not be pot down at more than 8 months; the earnings of a cooly 
and his wife might accordingly be taken at between Rs. 48 a.nd Rs. 60 a-year. according tq 
the nature of their work. and taking their expenditure as eqoivalent to 7 kotahs of paddy (01' 
.. t as. 6 a kotah) equivalent to Rs. 42 or at the higher rate as equivalent to RH. Ii5 a yesI', 
there was .. margin of saving which, however, was actually but seldom put by. There was, 
however. no doubt that thia class was better off than the hereditary farm servante. , 

'I'he s"ana'f. or' palmyra-climbers simply got a share of the sweat toddy and the jaggerY 
or coarse sugar which they collected. from their employers. One ,"aM" could not extract the 
'produce of more than ,30 trees in. the workibg season and from' this he got a share and sold 
such of the :jaggery as he did not reqnire for consumption. The working season comprised 
some 8 months and his earningsconld not he more than Rs. 8 or Rs. 3-8-0 per mensem, or ill 



other words Ms. 24 01" R .. 28 ... year. They had only one meal a day, oonsisting of rice.or.othQ.· 
grain, with some toddy or jaggery during the daytime.' . , 

On the whole, the labouring cl .... es could eam little m01"e and.often not enooghto keap
them in the bare oeoesll .... ies <>f life J where a man and his wife had ohildren not old enongla tn 
contribute their small quota of labour! they were still more hardly pres.ed J when tbeir children. 
were old enough to labour, their famtly earnings would be more, while their expenditure was 
not proportionately incre ... ed. There had been no increase iu the wages oithe heredit .. ry 
farm labonrers nor WaR their any likel.ihood of its inor ..... e. These people were destitute of· 
any wish, or, at all events, any idea as to how to better themselves; they had no inclination 
to emigrate, as many of the cooly class did. If they could live and marry in a condition sho\·t, 
of absolute destitution, that W80S enough for them. In the earnings of day labourers there bed. 
been a rise 80S "alcul .. ted in money as there h .. d been still more markedly in the remunerat.ion 
of m',re skilled labour, such as that of carpenters, goldsmiths, ironsmiths, &c.; but these have 
not been, in the case of the former at all events, mOre than commen.'trate with the diminished 
purchasing power of money. . 

In the condition of the farm-labonrers there had been one decided improvement, of which 
they themselves ware aware, that their employers could ,not ill-treat them and overwork them' 
with impunity, and they knew th,.t,they could hay<! redress and to whom to apply for it J and 
compulsory Iabonr was at an end. But' BO strong W80S the feeling of' dependence on thei~ 
employers and so potent the inflnence of the latter, that in consideration of a small present, 
cases of serions ill-usage and violence were eveD then hllshed up_ They were, moreover, very 
often in debt to their employers, for gTain advanced for some family ceremony or for necessi. 
ties in times of want J from this additional enthralment they conld hardly ever expeot to fL'ee 
themselves. ..... 

Mr. O. T. Longley, 0011.,,/0' of Salem.-Labour in the Salem district W8$ of two kiDds
ordinary and agrioultural. 'rhe tirst represented labour employed on tank$, roads and other 
public works and the second, labour connected with cultivation. 
, . Of'llinal'~ lab ... r.-Both men, women and ohildren of both sexes (above 7 years of ag&) wero 
employed on ordiDary lahour. Their ;vuges were as follow: - . 

A man coaly 
A woman 00011 
A boy or girl 

... 
-... 

, ' . Per diem. 

.... .. . 
'" , .. 

ANNAS. 
2 to 40 
Ho 2 
1 to l~ 

The rates of wages varied acoording to !.he demand, but the averag? might be se~ down 
as follows :-

A man oooly 
A woman oooly 
A boy or girl 

... ... . ... 
... 

... 
Per di.em. 
AS. P. 
2 6 
i40 
1 0 

The clo.sses chiefly employed on ordinary labour were V.llalou, Pull ... , p"UanB, Pariah. 
and Red·/.... Muhammadans were also employed M labourers, but not extensively. The classes 
employed on ordinary labonr were' mostly those that had no lands or oraft. But the women 
and children of the ryots were frequently employed on ordinary Iabonr, when they had no 
work o.n their own fields. When agricultura! operations were extensively· oarri~d on, especially 
at sowmg of the wet orop, labonrerB for ordmary labour were very scarce owmg to wages of' 
agriculturallabonr being much higher. 
. A<jrieuU...,."Z l"bou ... -AgTicultural labour may be divided intb two ~ind., viz., ordinary and 
extraordinary. . -. . . 

O"dinary agri ... lturallabour.-Every ryot whose holdin'g was larger than he conld cnltivate 
with the .... Bi.tance of members of his own family was obliged to call in the assistance of 
labourers known as panniala (I'anniam means cultivation and at, Iabont'8r). These pannialo 
were paid in two ways- . . 
, (1st) by a monthly grain fee varying from 24 to 40 me80Sures of either cholnm, oumbn or 
ragi, beside. an annual ready money allowanoe of Rs, 2 to 5. . 

(2ndly) by a monthly payment in money of Re. 21 to 4. • 
'. The first mode of payment was the 'one nniversa.lly observed in all purely. ",gripnltnral 

village., ',e., those whioh had DO trade, like the Canvery villages •. 
. 'E,d,aordinary agriculturallab ...... -Extraordinary agricultnral labour was ohiefly reqnired 
for irrigated cultivation. The labour consisted of plonghing, sowing, weeding and harvesting. 
The wages were high. Females as well as children were employed. Men plonghed,. made 
ridgeB, and levelled fields J the children trod 'in leaves for manure, whilst women took ont the 
.eedlings· (rom their nnr.ery and transplanted them over the field at a distanoe ofabont two 
iJ~cheB apllrt., T¥S .:was lit the ooU)menoeU)eQ.t of. ~e rice pul~ivlltioJ1, in Septelllbe1l1l1d 
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Octobet'. A month snbseqnently females only were employed f01" transplanting and woeding. 
They were paid from one-and-.... half to two annas in ready oash. At the ha""",, time tbe
Iabour<lrs would not receive payment in money, but demauded it in grain. 'rhey weN paid 
from 8 to .f. Madras measures per diem, tlVO aanaa SiE pies or three annas four pies at the 
IIOlIHIIDbtiou rate. 

IIIC'61J88 in the numb., of laboursrs.-The extension of cultivation and the prnaeoution of 
works of public and private enterprise had to a great eKtent inoreased the number of 
labonrers. Besides the labonring ola.sses alreadj' mentioned, thore was a third 01as8, the 
pnrely cooly, who had no lands or other means of livelihood. -They had no houses of their 
own and they genera.lly emigrated to places where they could get housed as well as earn wage •• 
'J'hey were employed chie8y on the Shev"roy hills, where they occupied the cooly Iiuea of the 
planters and were paid-at till rate of a l'Dpee for 6 daya' labour. 

OO'1ldition of the pltre/y cooly .laBs.-'rhe Condition of the purely labouring classeR had 
certainly improved during the previous 10 ,eare. They were better clad, wore .ome ornamont., 
and sought for more comforts and better hving. Their condition, however, depended on tbe 
dilfllrent ca.tilS to which they belonged. For instance, the VeUalan was frugal and eaving in 
the extreme. Hia hard-working wife knew no finery anel was content to wear for tbe whole 
year one. or at the utmost two blue clotbs. Tbe hn.band lived on tbe cheape.t of dry grains 
and it w"s only at high featival. that a platter of rice' and a little meat were prepare.t. On the 
otber hand P"llie. and Pullara were the very reverse, especially the la.tter. They were 
improvident of the_ morrow; "snfficient nnto the day" was their motto. Tbey spent their 
money s. fast as they got it. 'rhey lived npon rice and meat as often as they oould and 
delighted in gay clothe. and ornamente. 

Mr. J. F. Price, SUb-OoUB.tor of Salem.-Arti.ans were nsnally raid by the day. bat 
they sometimes did pieoe-work. 'The exception was the viUage blac smith who was paid 
sometimes in aharcoal.bat custom in this re.peot varied and in all large nllage. tbi. 
workman was either paid by the. job or by the day. Wodd.", who did atone...,d earth work, 
llsnally lOade a contract, snd the chief man and his gang united to do the work and divided 
the sum paid for it among thems?lves. W:hen they worked for daily hire, tbeircharge Was 
from 4 to 0 annas a da.y. For ordinary coo11es the payment ranged fromS auoas for the best 
laboll1"<!r to 9 pie. for a Hmall boy of about ten years "f ag... Women ordinarily got one anna BiE 
pies and young girl. 6 pies per diem. The cnstomary .. rrangement as regarda farm l"bonrers 
was that the master gave fromS to 4. rupees a year, .from S to -41 kandagama (ISO Madras 
measures each) of.ragi, and if he was .. wealthy and liberal man, .. coaple of coarse clotha at the 
Pongal. Boys were hired by the year, and the arrangement wail that the master gave them 
~heir food, a place (usllally the stahle) to aleep in, all ordinary -handkerchief for the h .... d. a 
ilmall cloth. and a cumbly. When Mr; Price first joined that district, theregalar rate of hire of 
farm labollrers had been a pagoda-for a year. and from one and-.... half to tbree kandagams of 
ragi. The terms for boy. had not altered, but there was tben a tendency to ask for a .m"U 
mcney payment. a rupee or 80. in addition to foo~ an~ clothing. 'rbe ra.tes for daily coolies, 
when-he first went there, ranged from 2, annas to /I p,es for male. and f"om OD9 anna to 4 or 
o pie. for females. The w"gos of artisan. were on the same scale; a bricklayer wbo elaimed 12 
"nnas a day only got -9 previously and that was the charge for the best class of workmen. 
'1'he increa.e in the price of Iabollr dated from -the time of the famine. wheR the coat of the 
nece .... ries of life -of every kiud was .0 great that .the Government officials had to increase the 
wages paid by them. to labo1ll'er.. Since then though r"gi. for in.tauce. bad fallen ·from Rs. 21> 
to Rs. :Ii per ·kandag-am, which latter was its price at that time, it was impossible to ,-educe the 
rates.. Coolies could get work almost everywbere, ·aud iuorder to be able to retein them during 
-the weeding and harvesting seasODS, when the ryots paid the Gavernment mte. and added !.O 
them 'a meas1ll'e or a couple of measure. of ragi a day. beside. food, tbe Government waa obliged 
to pay the same price all the year -roBuli. Mr. Price Ilnee tried to reduce the .pay of the coolie., 
'anel they 'nearly ali struck and brought his roael work to a atandstill at the most important part 
of the seasoD'. 

There 'hlld 'been B marked improvement in the condition of both the labouring and artisaa 
-ew.e. dnring the p!"(\vions 0 year.. !I'he famine had givea them an opportunity for increRsing 
'the ratea paid to them, '"nd ,they had never, though there had been a oonsiderable period of 
che"pnes. and plenty, allowed theae to retrograde. The l"bonrer then received three 'annas 
instead of two anll8S and-a-half "nd he paid only Rs. 2i instead of Bs.26 a kandagam for ra.gi • 
... hich was his chief article of food., It -was -manife.t, therefore, that if he conld have lived OD 
his two annas and-.. -half.when .ragi 'was Bold at Ra •. 26 a kandagam or,even Re. 12 or lo'at 
which it had stood for some time, he mu.t have either ... ved or spent semething on eEtra 
'articles or Inlt1lriea when he received S annaS and spent only Rs. 26 for a kandagam of ragi, 
which wonld last for some two' montb.. His personal observation fully bore out this view. 
'Tbe C&I'pentel'dre •• ed 'better -than he nsed to -do; occasionally he wore a laced turban inatead 
-of theinvariabla red cloth handkerchif'f of former days; ... as sleek and rat; bad often la.nd of 
'hiaown.and 'was -careless in'his 'Work. The labourer too Was to be seen with a decent oloth 
finstead of a dirty rag !'Onnd his waist,; he occasionally went away at cropping time to BOW bis 
.. ma1I-patchof land and returned to coolyworkwhen there Was DO cultivation going on. He 
__ iDdepeudenhOlld. wonld -not be beateu down in his wage~; .lInd -there were fewer beggars or 
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persons who .tole from waut, than there used tn he. A ny able· hodied man or woman oooly 
got work, and the difficulty WIIS no~ to select coolies fl'Om a large number of applicants, but to 
get them at an. 

Mr. lJIacgr'gor, Collertor of Malabar • ...:Except in the neighbourhood of larg,) towns, 
'Wages were paid in kind and averaged two Madras '.Ilea.llre. of rice for a first· class cooly. 'l'he 
women and ohildren earned proportionately I.ss.~'he gr .... t majority of agricultnral labourers 
were permanently entertained by tbe landowner., and these were paid a me ... ur. and·a·h .. lf per 
diem whet,her they worked or not. Thi. rate of pay wa. very little more than enough for a 
bare subsistence. It admitted of an occasional dl·ink. From a report drawn up by his 
predecessor in 1868, there was little difference perceptible since then in the rate of wages. 

There 'Wa. no marked improvement'it: the position of the agriculturall .. bourers during the 
thirteeu year. he had experi.nce of the district. ~'bey were .Iaves in evel'ything hut name 
and up to no very distant period had invariably been sold with the land. There were abundant 
opportunities for this class to better th"mselves by going to work in Wynaad, bnt oompar ... 
tively few availer! them.elves of this. becanse they preferred the freedom from anxiety which 
the protection of a landowner afforded. . 

In the towns there had been a marked increase of the rate of wages, which wa.o four annaB. 
This cla.s was not much better off than it had been previously as .he price of food had also 
increased. 

ill ... Fast ... , Collector of Go,uuari.-The ordinary labourers in the Godavari district got 
8 or 4 annas a day; they were almos~ entirely paid in money; before the anicut wa. made, 
the daily wage of common labourers was one anna and that was sufficient to maintain them. 
The cultivating labourers were usuaUy kopt as private servants by the pattadnrs and were 
given food, &c., all the year round and about two putti.s of grain at the harvest, whicb, if 
paddy, would be worth about Rs. 40. Mauy of these labourers had of late y...... become 
pattadars themselves, employing in their turn hired labourers. In tbe Bellary district the 
practioe of h iring labourers to oultivate was not so common as in the Godavari distriot ; the 
poorer classes thore had small holdings and aU the members of tbe family assisted in onltivat
ing the land; but in the delt .. taluks of this district the landbolder alld his fa.mily seldom took 
any part in the actual cultivation of the l&nd; tbey did not let it out so much as cultivate it 
by their own private servants maintained aU the year round. so that the pnsitionol these 
labourers was much better in Godavari than in poorer districts; but this was the.case in tbG 
years preceding 1872, after the anieut was made. In the food the labouring ol ... oe. ate and 
in the olothes and jewellery they wore tb,ere had been a great improvementsinoe that time. 

Nr. A. J. Stuart, Sub·Oo!le.tor qf ,Rajllhm .. "drg.-The ordinary rate of wages obtained 
by a labourer was 8 annao a day or Rs. 67* per aunum, if he managed to find employment 
every day, which probably was rarely possible. The price of rice then was an &Dna a seer in 
Rajahmundry and 8 annas would have done little more than feed 4 Or 5 people. Occasional 
expenses, such &9 a shred of clothing for men and a Damman cloth for women, would have 
disposed of any balances and there WIOS always the toddy shop at hand if tbere "Was &Dy nnusual 
balanoe. The fal'm labourer was paid ohiefly in grain; his earnings were less than the above, but 
mnre certain, and he had a master to depend upon in C&8e of any unexpected expenses, or for 
such outlsy &s was incurred in marriages or funerals; the earnings might be estimated in th" 
delta at about 2 putties of paddy worth Rs. 50. It wa~ paid in various ways, but amounted 
on the average to about 2 putties, juot sufficient for the snpport at his family. On the wbole,. 
by far the gr~atest part of thepopnlation was poor and had little beyond food, olothing and 
sheltel'; in no eonntry in the world was the taxation 80 high in proportion to the income of the 
people it was raised from; and little or no advanoe was observable in the oondi~ion of the 
masses and certainly none in that of the labouring classes. , . 

Mr. "H. E. Sullivan, Ooll.ofrn of SOllth ,ATcot.-The fnll and interesting &coountfnrnished· 
by Mr. Sullivan regarding the condition of the labouring classes in the South Areot distriot 
is given below :- . 

As regards the present condition of the labonring class, there is not the least donbt 
that. it bas materially improved during· the last twenty years. It is· somewhat diffioult to 
estimate the annual earnings of a labourer, as the majority are not employed on the same work 
o~ remunerated in the S&IDe manner all the year round. Agricultural labourers may be divided 
into two clas.es : those who form the regular farm staft' and who are engaged at the rate of one 
mau per plough and the occasional h&Dds who are taken on when required. 

~en the first description of labourers is engaged, it is usual for the employer to make 
him an advance of money, varying from Rs. 7 to its. 35, which is known as the "Motha
kadan II or first ·loan, which binds him to the semce of his ma.ster. Neither this loan nOli 
&Dy subsequent adnncea, which, on the eame principle, he may receive from his employer, bear 
interest nor is repayment of the capital sum demanded nnless. the labourer elects to· quit the 
service. . This class of labourers, although they are attached to the farm under the system 
above described, &1'9 not employed on it all the year round, and during certain ·montbs of the 
year their semces are dispeused with, and they are at liberty to take employment elsewhere, 
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being bound, however, to come ba.ck whenever reqnired. Whilst regularly employed on the 
farm which is generally from.June to November they are paid monthly and in kind, ""ver m 
money. 'l'he following are the ordinary rates:-

45 Madras measures of varagn, 
11-· " "ofragi, 

or occasionally thirty-foor mMSores of paddy are snbstitnted for tbe varago. When taken 
00 again· for the harveet, which commences in Decemher, tho labourers employed receive as 
their remnneration 5 per cent. of the grain harvested. This is "",lied callav8sam, the labourers 
receiving five callams ont of every 100 ca118ms got iy 

The estra bands wbo are taken on when agricoltural operations are in full swing are paid 
daily wages, either in money or kind or both. If in money, the wage is one anna per diem 
and two meals of congee; if in kind two Madras measnree of paddy, besides the congee. 

<..aoing back again to the permanent farm labourer or as he is known in the Bouth the 
., padial " or " padiac',y," it wonld not appear at first. sight that his lot was a very prosperous 
one. The value of the grain which he receives as wages from Jnne .to November does not 
exceed, even at present prices, Rs. 2 per mensem. Twenty years ago, however, it did. nol 
represent a rupee, so that although he receivee nOw tbe same quantity as he formerly did, 
he is certainly hetter off (for he. cannot consnme it all) tban he was tben. But he makes a 
great haul at the harvest and in addition he occasionally cultivates a small portion of his 
employe .... s estate on bis own account. He receives, moreover, .. t the different festivals smnll 
presenta from his employer, snd on the occasion of a marriage or other ceremony in his own 
family a loan to meet the necessary expenses is rarely refused. It is true that tbis system 
must more or less tend to prevent the labonrer from ever emerging fr',m tbat position, but 
this is not universally the case. Instances not unfrequently occur of tbese men setting np &s 
independent farmers, altbough whether their condition is thereby nltimately benefited may 
admit of question. One bad season generally suffices to ruin them, and then tbey go back 
contentedly to their old place. I nse the expression advisedly, for it is within my own tolerably 
varied experience that a bond of nnion exists in India between t,he landholder and his labourers, 
which preventR the latter, as a rule, from following the example of their brethren at home in 
striking for higher wage~ just at the time wben their service. are most needed. But the laws 
of supply and demand. are inexorable, and though the landholder in India is prudont enough 
n!>t to create an .inconvenien.t precedent by raising the rate of w"ges whenever labour is in 
~reater request than usual, he i. still suflicieiltly alive to the rcquirement. of the times by a 
Judicious enhancement of loans and pres~nts during the period of pressure to secnre himself 
against the difficulties whioh at this moment beset tbe farmers in ffinglaud. Tbere is, moreover, 
in tbis country a feeling of sympathy between the employer and his men, wbicb is not to be 
found in European conntries, where tbe lstter are regarded as 80 many machines out of which 
a certain amount of work i. to be got, and that done, the bargaiu is at end. A mistaken 
philanthropist 'might make great capital at a pnblio meeting in ffingland out of the fignres 
which I have given above, but~y experience leads me to believe that the" padial " ill India, 
with his comparatively scanty wage, is bctter off than the farm labourer at bome with his 98. or 
108. a weel0 . 

The wages of unskilled I .. bour other than agricultnral lIave advanced about 25 per cent. 
during the past twenty years, but the price of food has gone np in proportion. It is not, 
therefore, to this that we must look for the cause of the nndoubted amelioration iu the condi
tion of this class of the population evinced by their dwelling in better bODses, eating more 
animal food, aud indulging in other luxuries (drinking, I am afraid, amongst the number) to a 
greater extent than formerly. It is due mainly, I tbink, to tbe steady and ever-inert>8sing 
demand for labour throughout, the year, so that tbe man or woman who is willing to work need 
never want. This is ceased partly by the area of cultivstion extending year by year, the 
development of trade and by publio and private works of utility being carried out on a large 
Bcale throughout"the country. In this rpspect the expenditure of Locnl Funds plays no uuim. 
pOrtant part, and those who contribute them are repaid with interest in an indirect manner. Iu 
former days, within my own recollection, it was a very difficult matter for the labouring class". 
to tide over tbose months of the year during which agricultural operationa were at a standstill. 
Public works were few and far between, and tbose wbo wished to obtain employment on them 
had often to travpl and encamp many miles away from their homes to earn sufficient to save tbem. 
selves from sla ... ation. Now ·the work is brought up to their doors, and when the demand for 
agricultuTal labonr is slack, employment is alway. to be obtained on imperi .. l or looal works. 
I believe this Presidency to be at preseut in the !Dost hopeful condition, and no better evidence 
mn, I think, be adduced in support of the position than the l1ndoubted fact that the labouring 
Class88, by whose aid the bulk of the revenne of the State is produced, are in a happy aod 
prosperous condition, althougb, as before observed, the figures above '1uoted might provoke aa 
opposite conclusion. 
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SECTION V.-STATISTICS SHOWING THE IMPROVE:MENT IN THE 
• CONVITlON OF 'J.'HE PEOPLE SlNCE 1850. 

(A.)=--Population. 
(a.)-Stateme"f .11~lDing the population "f the Madratl Pre3idency-OOO omitted. 

Percentage 
of increase 

Percentage 
of increase 

Percentage. 
of incre.a.ae 

or decrease or deorease or decrease 
Diatriclo. 1871. 1881. 1891. of the ~opula. of the ~puJa,. of the fjPula .. 

• tiOD 0 1881 tion 0 1891 tion 0 1891 
over that of over that of over that of 

1871. 1881. 1871. 

Gujam .. .. .. .. 1,520 1,760 1,89' =I: 16'10 I 8'~ + 24'68 
Vioogapa ..... .. .. .. 2,159 2,t81 2,796 16'09 12'64 + 29'4 • 
Godavari .. . .. .. (.) 1,621 ).796 2.081 =I: 10'73 10'39 129'38 Kis ..... .. .. .. .. 1,462 1,641) 1,858 6'62 19'67 27'69 
1lie1lore .. .. .. 1,377 1,220 1,462 - 11'37 19'81 6'18 
Cuddapah .. .. .. 1,361 1,121 1,269 - 17'03 + -13'19 - 6'09 
Boilary •• .. .. .. I 1,663 { 722 901 I - 19'77 + 21'26 2'71 AnADta~ur 604 708 -.. .. .. 
Kuro .. .. .. .. 916 679 817 - 26'79 + 20'48 - 10'69 
lIa.dr.o& .. .. . . 398 t06 400 + 2'09 :t: 10'87 + 13-17 
Cbingleput .. .. .. 93R 981 1.137 + "6 10'89 . 21'22 
North Arcot .. .. .. 2,016 1,823 2,178 - U'8 + 19'0 8'08 
s.oth .uwt .. .. .. 1,756 1,818 2,160 + 3'36 =I: 18'94 + 23' 
"l'anjrlre .• .. .. .. 1,974- 2,131 2.227 + "94 4'03 -I- 12'86 
Tri 'oopoly .. .. .. 1,201 1,215 1,377 + 1'22 "" 13-36 14'73 
Madura. .• .. .. .. 2,267 2,169 2,611 - ,'32 + 20'38 -I- 16'17 
TinDevelly .. .. .. 1,694 1.700 1.918 + 0'34 112'82 i- 13'2 
Coimbatore .. .. .. 1,763 1,668 1,999 - 0'99 20'62 13'39 
Nilgiris .. .. .. .. (6) 7. 91 100 + 21-33 9'63 + 33'33 
Salem .. .. .. .. 1,967 1,693 1,963 - 18'68 + 23'21 - '2i1 
South Catllll'a .. .. .. 9.8 969 I,Ofj6 

=I: 
4·48 + 10'01 

=I: 
14'93 

lfulabu .. .. .. .. (.) 2,236 2,366 2,661 0'76 + 12'10 18'55 -------~ 
Tot&! .. . 31,~4,g 30,827 36,606 - 1'35 + 15'. + 18'94 

(0) Inclwoi .. of the popolation of the Bhad>lch&lam and IlAikapa1le tolD .. Uansf .... cd to tho Madras Ptesid....,,. 
in 1814. 

(6) Inclusi.e of the popufatwn of the South.Eoot Wyllllad Ir_em>dfrom lIWabar in 1877. 
(~) Exclueive do. do. do. do. to the Ntlgirit in 1877. 
No .... -L The popolation entered in this ota_ d ... not inBlude the populatlOJ> of Sa.ndiir, Banga.napa1le and 

the l'odukota Stale!!. 
i. The percentage of increaae of the population in 1891 w.as small for the Tanjore district. But if the ntlt 

1088 by emigration betweon the 18th February 1881 and 26tb Februa.ry 1891, amounting to 97,237 P8l'BOIlB, be added. to the 
popuWio.o.. the total increase.camea to S-10 per can\.. 

(b.)-Bfaf£ment showing fluJ cilJillXJlldition of the population /l8 per cen8II8 of 1881-000 omitted. 
]lfad"/l8 Presi<iencg. 

Mal ... Females. 
Agoa. 

Bingle. I Muried. t Widowed. Totol. Single. \l4a.rried. lWidowed·1 Totol. 

0-14 .. .. .. 6,760 102 8 5,865 6,058 Bol1. 82 0,742 
lO--'9 .. .. .. 1,111 189 0 1,306 299 866 53 1,218 
lIO-~ .. .. .. 667 618 16 1,2'20 77 1,264, 146 1,4,86 
26-29 .. .. .- 831 871 81 1,233 87 1,106 192 .. 1,386 
80-39 .. .. .. 191 1,920 102 2,218 4. 1,6U; 60B 2,166 
40-49 .. .. .. 42 1,30B 117- 1,4-62 24 691 784 1,46.6 
.60-69 .. .. '8 737 118 873 13 268 677 968 
10 and upwarde .. .. 13 636 180 729 10 88 806 904 . 

Tot&! .. 8,163 6,176 671 14,900 /),663 6,466 3,246 16,2£4 

1ilng land and Wale • . , 

I 
MalM. Females. 

Agee. 
Bingle. I l4a.rried, Widowed. I Single. I Married. Widowed_\ Total. Totol. 

0-14 .. .. .. 4.728 .. .. 4,728 .,740 .. .. 4,740 
i6-19 .. .. .. 1,261 6 .. 1,268 1,248 82 . .. 1,278 
20·-24 .. .. .. 80< 246 2 1,111 809 402 6 ],216 
15-84 .. .. .. 677 1,218 26 1,821 67& 1,844 02 1,97:i1: 
jl6-<4 .. .. .. 196 1,171 62 1,418 234 1,166 I~ 1,628 
46-64 .. .. .. 99 860 74 J,083 136 810 194 1,140 
66-64 .. .. 80 668 100 728 88 471 262 811 
~6 and upwarili. .. .. 41 814 180 636 88- i13 872 803 --. 

Toto! .. 7,896 4,377 484 12,637 7,897 4,431 99~ 13,333 
, .. 
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(c.)-Statement .!wlring the birth and death-rate. in dijf .. ."", oou"lms ptr ",ilk oj t"'I'Dpuiatio". 

Countriee. Birlh'JaIe. 
Population 

Death'Jato. peroq ...... 
mile . 

. 
England and Wales .. . . .. .. , . 8686 2\'27 U6 
France .. .. .. .. .. .. :26'1 23'6 180 
Gennany .. .. .. .. .. .. 39'8 27'1 217 
Austria .. .. .. .. .. .. 89'9 30'8 I 168 Hungary .. .. .. .. .. .. 42'6 38'9 
Holland .. .. .. .. .. .. 86'4 24'6 812 
Belgiu.ni .. " .. .. .. .. 31'7 22'7 480 
Denmark .. .. .. .. .. .. 31'2 19'7 127 
Sweden .. .. .. .. .. .. 81'2 19'2 27 
Italy " .. .. .. .. .. .. 37'11 29'9 247 
India .. .. .. .. .. 186 
Madnis Presi~y .. .. .. .. .. 60', • "'6 • 221 

• Estimated by Mr. Hardy- rUN Ceusua Bepott of British India, 1881. 

(d.)-Table shOflJing the ezpcotation of life and tile number oj .uNJi.or. at differe .. t age. out oj CfX'17I 
100 persons. 

MadrsB Preoidency, Whole India. I England. 

• • ! I ! Z 'll 'll t. ~ 

'll ~ :'8, ~ 1, 0 1,; 10 0 10 10 Agee. <> ~Q ¢.; ~o ~<> !l . " .. ~o !l . ~o !l . ".; _0 

,g;S 'll" ... -
i~ 

0- ~-

U 
0" ~-

i~ -~ 0t' .-~ _to .;~ .... £ 
-~ ~~ ,s.!: 1~ i'~ .. ~ i:; '0. .~ ~ ';: t g1 ,f:: t .~ t ~ . .~ t ~- ~~ e-i .~ ~ "," !i .5 i 1 ,lla :;.e ~.a "'~ ~.S = .!I J>l'" .ll~ .ll- .-

'" '" I>'l '" '" '" '" . 
YBARB. Y1I:Alt8. NO. " .. TBAR8. TBAU. IfO, IfO. YBARB. YBAR. NO. NO. 

Oyoan '. .. 22'86 24'18 100 IUD 23'67 20'08 100 100 41'92 06'26 100 IUD 

6 .. ,. , , 3('66 84'32 66 60 86'01 86-63 67 '62 61-47 63'86 7( 76 

10 .. .. .. 82-92' 82'89 60 fi6 3('00 33-(2 62 67 48'16 60'32 71 H 

16 .. .. .. 80'10 29'70 47 61 30'99 801i6 49 63 48'94 46'16 70 73 

20 .. .. .. 27'86 27'77 411 48 28'66 28'f4 46 48 89'86 42-10 68 7l 

26 .. .. .. 25'74 26'06 88 41 96-19 26'60 41 48 36'06 36'36 66 6& , 

86 .. .. .. 21'36 22-30 80 81 111'38 22'38 88 84 211'811 31'12 61 6t 

46 
" .. " 16'6Q 17'90 23 24 16'41 IN6 26 26 2~'84 24'21 63 6T 

66 .. .. ,. 11-88 12'73 16 17 11'62 111-32 17 19 16'09 17'37 43 49 

66 .. .. .. 7-60 7'87 8 10 NO 7'li4 9 11 10'79 11'66 80 3i -
76 .. .. .. 4'111 4'28 II 8 3'99 4'08 2 8 0'62 7'U4 16 19 

85 and npwarda .. 2'01 1I'~3 '1 'II 1'94 1114 'I ,'II 3-78 4'\6 3 6 

NOTB.-Thelife tabla for the H&dras Presidency and the wbola of India !wi been takan from the COIIIUII Report of 
lIritish India, 1881. " • 

(&,)-Table slwrring tile proportiOPl of population 0/ ""ri0w8 'colmtri •• grouptd aecording to ag.s 
per 1,000. 

C<>untri .. , ,!FromOIo15 
70an0, 

From 1610 160 y ..... and 
60 yeers, upwarda, 

France .. .. .. .. .. .. 276 817 108 
Be~um .. .. .. .. .. .. 81111 610 103 
Ho nd .. .. .. .. .. B!l9 691 80 
Sweden - 333 697 80 .. .. .. .. .. .. 
Saxony .. .. .. .. .. .. 842 684 69 
England .. .. , . .. ,', .. 864 673 78 
Russia .. .. .. 363 677 70 
United states,· ';'hi:iriien .. .. .. 377 679 44 

Do, colo ( e) .. .. .. 338 606 66 
Slaves- .. •• •. .. .. .. .. 424 641 86 

Total, India ' {MeJ" .. .. .. 402 669 39 .. •• Females. 404 662 44 .. .' 
MadrsB Presidency ,,{:=.. ,. .. .. 409 661 40 .. .. .. 411 6H 45 

• 
lJO'rIL-The pamculau reIA~g to European countries h.v~, been taken from Guyot's/Jo<ia/ .&0«...,. 



(B, )-Oultivation. 
Btat.fII8n! ,/Mng the BOltent oj B!lotwM lantl cultWat.d in 111 ........ 41 tliatrict. oj the Mad,llI P1'6lliden~v (80utT. Oanaf'a and MaTa6ar Rcepletl)-oOO omitte". 

, 
Poroentaf.. of porconia.r.: 01 . Percental8 of • Peroentat, of 

lnereue or eoreue increue or eC1'eb18 mcreaae or ecreue mcresee or reate 
186~63. 1870-11. 1880-81. 1889~90. in 1880 .. 81 over in 1889-90 OV81' in Ul8g .. 90 over in 1889 .. 90 over 

mairiclo. 
the &rea cultivated the area cultivated the area. cultivated- the area cultin&ed . In 1870-71. In 1880-81. m 1870-11 • m 1862-6a. 

lJ.,.. Wet. \ Total. D.,.. Wet. Total. D.,.. I W~t.1 Total • D.,.. w.t.1 Total. Dry. 1 W~ ITOtal, D;Y. /' w.'.ITotet Dry. 1 Wet.) Total. Dry.1 wet., TotaL 

. • 
7' • 

. . 
Ganjam .. .. f6 124 20~ 110 181 291 166 149 813 188 167 Sf6 49 -17 14 6 9 11 -18. 18 In 28 72 
Vlugapofam 10 II ·2 63 22 76 63 23 78 

, 
63 82 96 14 1 19 28 20 19 46 26 630 191 362 .. 

GodAvari .. .. } 1,414 '272 . 1,688 { 289 238 607 2<1 292 638 238 366 693 -10 22 6 .. I 11 11 r-- .11 60 .17 } Kiatn& 1,438 168 1,691 1,289 186' 1,426 1,294 266 1.060 ~ 13 23 -10 4 43 9 -'10 73 - 2 6 128 27 .. .. 
Nellore .. .. 276 99 876 844 • 181 826 678 172 760 670 174 I 744 - 10 6 I- 9 _. 1 I - 1 1-14 - 4 - 9 108 86 98 
Ouddapoh.. .. 1,208 88 1,291 1,160 101 1,261 .911 aOI 1,012 1,020 107 1,127 - 21 - 20 12 6 11 - 12 8 - 10 r-- 16 ·29 10 
Be1lary and Auanta- 1,889 8f 1,923 2,237 146 2,888 1,777' 92 1,869 2,118 106 2,223 r- 20 I- 37 - 21 19 14 19 - 6 - 28 - 8 16 26 16 

-. E: 

pur. 
498 7 600 1,136 26 1,181 866 22 888 1,066 26 . 1,092 _ 28 

-1~ - 23 23 .18 23 8., B 118 271 Rumoof .. .. - "i8 - 118 
Ohingleput .. .. 66 178' 238 197 238 486 Ifl 288 429 1~9 306 606 _ 28 21 -I 46 6 18 1 16 206 76 112 . 
North A.rcot .. 263 166 409 466 193 . 649' 363 192 666 467 230 887 - 20 - 6 - 14 26 20 24 . ,. 19 6 80 <7 88 
Bouth Anlot .. 470 1.66 636 922 270 1,192 822 276 1,097 964 293 1,247 :.. 10 2 8 16 4 14 3 9 6 108 • 77 96 

'TaloN .• 229 708 987 284 706 939 218 711 929 226 762 ' 977 - 7 1 1 3 6 6 - 4 8 , 4 - :I 6 4 
Tri inopolr • 

,. 
1106 126 480 808 129 ;987 666 129 .196 686 .80 816 

_ 17 
-16 3 1 2 - 16 1 -14 126 .4 9a .. <0' 

Mod .... .. U6 86 681 666 181 796 681 128 669 724 161 876 -20 2 17 86 18 a3 9 16 10 82 77 86 
Tinnevelly ::' .. 618 129 147 81S 166 974 794 176 969 866 176 1,032 - 3 12 8. S '6 6 4 18 8 88 36 38 
Ooimbotore ". } 1,642 70 1,612 1,801:9 79 1,928 1,123 " 81 1,804- 1,889 84 1,978 - 1 • 2 6 9 8 9 2 8 2 

} 28 28 26 NUgiria .. .. 44 U 80 II 8:1 63 6 69 86 41 6 ' .. }1 43 200 71 
Salem .. • .. 667 61 7>1S 1,088 ~8 1,166 810 84 894 1,028 88 1,116 - 26 2& ~2J 27 6 26 - 8 .29 r- 3 64 72 66 

~ - ~ -
8,43811 !,076 '-16 -------- -----I- '4 Tr - -Total ._ 9,911 2,3U 12,261 14,127 3,017 17,144 1I,9ft7 3,102 16,069 13,688 2 - 12 14 10 13 - 8 14 47 89 

I 
; , . 
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R ........ _ID comparing the fig ..... gi .... in the .bo .... d.!.manllw diJfveDt , ..... u..; 101I .... ia, f4cu ..... 14 to 
borne in mind. : .... - • . 

'1. The Wuka of Cumbum, MUJd.pur aDd K.ilkuntla .. ere _enod froID the Cuddapoh 10 th.1I: ...... 1 di •• 
,riot in 1867·68. . 

2. ~iDo1;y ....... villages ..... _erred from tho '!tumOoiIo tho !len .... diatriot i~ 1863. 
a. Forty-ni.nB villpgea were transf.erred from the (;hingleput to the Nellon diat.rict m 1863. . , 
4. A portiOD of the SH.ttiave4u division was transferred hom. the North Aroot to the l..'hingleput district in 1860. 
6. several of thq.diatriot& were 81lI'Veyed ainoe 1662-63 aad the sarvey abowed that tbe areaa _tered in tIlo olel 

accoUn" were bAlow what lihey ought to be. The peroentage 01 the u.oeM area diacoventd- by the IUfn1 110 the 
area E'Dtered in ~e old aooo~tI Will as foUon.- . . , 

A:au 1R 'l'BOva.um1 

Year in which the aettlemeut 
OF __ 

Perwnk" 
Dislri.la. '\W.. introduOttd. of 

Old ....... Io. By.urvey. 10 ........ 

• 
Ganjllll! .. .. . . .. .. 1877-78 .. .. .. .. .. 281 338 I ao 

Godivari .. .. .. . .. .. 1882 aDd 1866 .. .. .. .. Not availalllo. 

Kistna .. .. .. .. .. 1866-e1 aDd 1873-H .. .. .. 1,683 1,794 r 
Nellore .. .. .. .. .. 18j3-74 aDd 187t-76 .. .. .. 910 910 . . 
Cuddapah .. •• .. . . · . 1874-76 1,162 1,2';9 8 
Kumool ." .. .. .. .. 1864-66, uiiil-T3: i873-ff aDd iS7s-7il: 1,122 1,226 II 
~hingieput .. . . .. .. 1873-74 10 1878-79 .. .. .. 489 .. 4 11 
North Afoot . . . , .. 1883' .. . . .. .. .. 6~7 706 13 
Trichioopoly ,:: .. * · . 1864--65 .. .. ,. ... .. 647 764 18 
Mad .... (3Ia1uks) .. .. .. 1883-87 . . .. .. .. .. 603 644 8 
~·iDn .... n1 .. .. .. · . 18i3 to 18i8 .. .. .. .. Jj299 1,397 7 
Coimbatore .. .. .. .. 1881' .. .. .. ..2,18' ',aas 7 
Salem .. .. .. .. •• 1810-71 to,1873-7t . . .. .. 1,~48 1,209 16 

• ----TctoI .. 1l,96t 13,026 8 . . 

• . 

I. 

Applying tbe rat. given above to the areas un.der cultivation in 1862-fi3, the correct ..... II found to lie 13,231 
lhou88.ncht of ".aena. Up to a reoent period, the area. ooder culti:n.ti ... iucluded portionl of felda left wute and the 

. extent 011 ~8 aceount may on a rough oo.lculation be taken to be 2 per ~t. of the cultivated area.. The Det area, after 
deducting the area of poRiODH of fieJds . left waste, under cultivation, ia ~ua 12,967 thOUIILD.cU uf aoru,< 01' .. bout f of • 
million of acres in exCEIIB of the area entered in the statement. . 

6. In the nolumn headed" Dry I' i. included the area. of landa irrigatEd by private lOurcat of inigation, .DOh u 
wella, &0. The ¥eB8 ~UB irrigated..in each .diahict for the"' yean 186~8 aud 1889-90 ue :- .--

. Jliatri.\a. I 186~8. I 188_ • 

. . 
GaDjam .. .. .. .. .. · . 21 .. 
ViZHga~tam .. .. · . .. . . .. .. .. 
GodAvari .. .. .. .. .. j' \6 .. 
Kitltoa · 2 .. .. · . .. .. · . 
Nellore .. · . . . .. · . 17 4.8 
C.ddapah •• .. · . .. .. .. ' 46 71 
Boilary and. ADantapur · . .. .. · . 26 60 
Kurnool .. .. .. " .. .. · . a 16 
Chiugleput .. .. .. .. .. .. 2 8 . 
North Arcot · . .. .. .. .. .. 3 106 
South Arcot .. .. .. .. .. .' . I M 
l'anjore .•• " ". .. .. .. · . 42 '2 
Trio~y · . " .. .. " .. 31 '9' 
Mad ...... .. .. . . .. .. .. ' 8 9Z 
Tinnevel1y .. " · . " " · .' 9 88 
Coim.ba~ .. .. .. .. .. .. j 17~ 867 
Nllgi~ ,. · . " .. .. .. .. 
SaIom . , .. , ' .. .. .. .. .. 10 77 -Tolal' •• 407 1.007 . ' 

, 

hrigatio"'.ptemL I u.:~. I, 18~8·89. I P_tage . of, 
iDcr .... 

, _. 
Gqdivari da\ta oystem .. .. " .. 28 802 978 
Kiatna , do. '. .. .. , . 19 246 1,196 
Penner aDieU " .. .. .. " 28 48 72 
Rangam project •• .. .. .. .. II 4& t 
Cauvery delta ... .. .. .. .. 821 790, 27 
Srlvail"mtlwa anicul .. " .. " 

13 21 61 
. Pilb aDient . .. " .. .. 87 69 60 
Chembrambak';'; ~. .. .. .. .. • 11 ,"0 
Kurnool..cuddapah ... oJ .. .. .. , . .. 86 .. 
Pelandorai anieut •• I • 800 
l4adraa ... -pply and inliati~ pjd 

, .. • 8, I 60 -Tolal .. 796 1,667 97 
., 

· 



• 
_ . ·(C.)-:J'I·ices., 

{a.)-Tabk .howing tAB frU:8B of .eoond .;,.., riDe in to ...... 0/ ....... 01 80 '014.1''''' ""1''' (avwag •• '. 
• Jor qul4tqu .... ,iall'.riod •• ""ludirrg lam' ..... 'llsar.}. . . . . . . 

Districlo. 

'. 
I. Ganjam. •• •• 
I. Vioagapatam ., 
8. _van (a:iahmun.u,.) 
4, Ki,"'" (Mao ipo"",,) 

Guntlir .. 
6, Nell .... .. 
8, Cuddapah .. 
1~ .A:uantapur .. 
8. Bollory , .. 
9, Kurnool .. 

10, ldadraa 
11. Chingleput :: 
12. North Arcot .• 
1 3. South A.rcot •• 
U. Taniore .• 
16. Trio inopoly 

6. Madura .. 
7. Tinnevelly .. 
8.·Coim~ .. 
9. Nilgiria,. .. 
U. Salem 
l.&utb~· 

1 
1 
I 
I 
2 
2 
2 2, HolAWIar .. 

.. .. .. , .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 
, . .. .. .. .. .. 

.. .. .. 
" .. .. .. .. .. .. ... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 

Average lor tho Presidency 

• 

.. 
, . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 
, , 

" .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 

.. 
Index numben representing average 

prices taking the average for the 
years 1849 00,1863 ..... 100 ... ' .. 

A_ A ..... ge 
of 6 yeaN 016 yeo ... 
from IS09 from 18UJ 
to 1813. to 1823, . 

. 

48'9 • 89'6 
86'6 32'4 
~6'0 26'8 
21'0 23'1 
20'6 19" 
.22'1 24'7 .. 19'8 

} 22'2 20'1 .. .. 
}. .211'8 { 26'6 

26-4 
2H 21'4 
22'9 26'7 

, .8'9 81'8 
28'6 29'6 
26'4 27'6 
SH 26'7 

• 2:;', 0112'6 .. .. 
2.-1 ~4'6 
24'6 26-2 
4S'S a6'1 

97'2 26'0 

• 
128 134 

Average A_ 
Avemge A:'Vemge ~ A:verage 

of 6 year' of ',yean 016 yean 01 6 y..." 01 6 yeare 
from 1828· from 1849 from IS61 from IS70 frollS.SS-, 
to 1831. \<> 1863. to 1866. ' to , to 18H. "1887-88. 

. 
49'1 64'1 18'S 2~'9 IH' 
41'4 46'8 16'7 17'3' 16'0 
S4·2· 39'7 16'9 20'0 , . 16" 
SI'8 ~~'7 } 18'8 16'9 I.., 
26'8 
'28'8 86'0 13'8 IT'O 16'0,' 
114'1 3~'2 10'8 16'0 'U'S 

26'3 31'8 11'0 .16'6 { 16'2 
"U'O .. 17'9 1i'l 18-7 13'8' r 28'8 ' 3a'4 18'8 { Ii'! .14'1' 

,17'8 '16'~' 
21'9 8S'& 18'7 18'& 16'&' 
26'2 84'6 14'1 1&'6 16'2 
81'2 38'7 14'8 16'9 16'0' 
80'S 86'3 12'8 16'6 14'9 
18'1 30'~ 11'8 14'6 16'0 
2S" 28'1 11'6 lS'L 13'4 
24'7 U'& 11'2 14'8 14-7 
~ 

86'0 
.. ' 10'2 11'8 

11.7'2 11'4 17'0 16'1 
80'0 30'7 13'8 14'7 H'S 
38'8 81'8 12'3 JS'7 14'1 ' 

29'9 34'9 13'2 16'1 14-8 
• 

I 
.. 

117 100 284 21& . 234 

tb,)-Table Bhowin'g tAB 1' ...... of ohol~m in toffll8 oj ...... of 80 to"" pe;' ~Ul"fI, 

1. Ganja.Dl .. •• 
2. Vi •• patlLm •• 
•. Godivari (Bajabmundry) .• 
., Kist ... (HaaWipat&m) ,. 
. Gunt6r •• .. 
6. NalloN •• •• 
8, Cuddapah.. .. 
7. Anant&pur •• • . 
8. Bellary •• . . 
9. KUmoal. •. .. 

.. 
10. Uadru .0 •• 
11 .. Chingleput.o .. 
l2. North Aroot ... . •• 
13: a.luth Aroot .• •• .. 
14~ Ttl-D!:re •. •• 
J6. Trio "nopoly.. • .••. 
16. Madura '.. •• 
17." Tinn ..... elly... ., 
18.· Ouimb"kJre eo •• 

U. Nilgirie: '0 •• 

2.0. Salem .•• •• 
,t. South Oanua •• • It' • 

22. Malab&r •• •• 

Average lor the Preoidency 

Average I A l"9rage 
of 6 yean of 6 yearl 
from 1809

1 

from 1819 
to 1813. to 1823, 

46'6 
40'9 
81'0 
'0'8 
'3'2 
89'6 

.. 
'0'6 
17'0 
26'7 
27'4 
86'1 
29'4 

A.v.emge . A't'emge • Average 
of 6 years of 6 years of is yeara 
from 1828 from 1849 from 1861 
\0 1832, to 1863: to 1866, 

66" 
60'2 
87'1 } 
8&'2 
48'8 
42'8 

.. 
68'7 
62'0 

38" 

'911 
43'7 

28'6' 
28'8 
27'8 

28'l 
23'6 
18'1 

A:,emge Average 
of Ii yean of 6 years. 
from 1870 from 188a 

to 18U, 18~~~:8, 

80'\ 
80'j 
83'S 

.24'1 

28'3 
'27'2 

27'S 
28·. 
26'0' 

:: } '8'1 31-1 61-1 .. -a 
47-1 
44'~ 

&2'3 
49·S. 
48'2 
62'2 
73'S 
&1'2 
61'8 

18'8 

19'4 

21'1 { 

21'1' 
16'8 
26'0 
22'8 
21'9 
18'1 
19'7 

80'2 { 
110'6 
24'1 
22'6 

22'8 

24'S' 
28'9 
80'8 
80'0 
28'8 
21,8 
22'8 
28'6 ' 
31'9 
26-7 
40'S 
32'7 
26'0 
28'8 
20'9 

... . 

:: , 80'9 { 

88'0 
83'1 
10'S 
IS'8 
60·' 

·'9-8 
"6'lt 

30'6 } 
82-7 
81'2 
aN 
82-t 
a7'!! 
61'0 
61'1 
.0·8 

"0" .. 

31'8 

38'9 
U'8 
38'8 
38'8 
65'\ 
65'0 
'.'6 ,. 
61'9 

.. 
',1'7 24'3 

• • .. 
, 

, 3\'8 
, 38'l 

28'3 
82'7 

, 83'0 
24" 
24'8 
18'8 
33-4 , 28-1 

'24'S 

---,--�----~----+-----r_---I---_4-----
86'6 61'& ilia'ii 

Index'Dumbero ,_uti_g .m....ge -:-----1r--~-I---t----i....---
pri08l taking the .... erap- for the 
" .... 1849 to 1863 ... 100.. .. ~8'" 141 118 100 lin 



Ivi 

(c.)- Table sMwing thi. pn.:e. of rag. 0 .. te,.",. of seer, of 80 lola. per f'Ul"'8. 

. • 

'~'-
A.er..ge A_ A:vemge A_ A_ 

of 6 76flI'B of 6 years >f6r of6y .... of6yean of6y .... of 6 yea.ra 
DUtricto. from 1809 from 1819 hum 1828 from 1849· from 1861 'rom 1870 from 

to 1813, to 1823, to 1832, to 1863, toU66, to 18H, \8S3~St to . , \887-8S, 

1. GanjRID e' .. .. .. 48'S 62'6 67'2 16-6 82'S 86'4 81'S 
2. VilBgtl.pa~m • • • • •• .49'2 4~'O 68'8 • 71" 2S'S 81'\ 2S'7 
3, Godavari J!"j 8hmundry) " .. 3S'4 38'\ 64'6 70'6 19'4 86'7 29'9 
f, Kiotna i ulipalom) , , .. 3f'\ 86'0 f7'O } 476 26'8 29'9 19-1 . Gunt6r • •• ., •• .. 47'S 82'S 4\'7 
6, Nell .... .. .. .. .. 83'7 38'6 46'6 61'3 26-7 . 82'0 29'0 
6, Ouddapah 

" .. .. .. S.'2 30'6 43'8 f6'3 10'1 29'9 U9 
1, AUlUltapu>' .. .. .. .. t 46'3 35'4 63'4 60'2 20'3 86'0 { 83-7 
8, BeiIJuoy .. .. .. . . 84" 
9. Kumool .. .. .. •• . . '.' .28'7 202 27'8 29" 

)0. MadraB .. .. .. .. I 81'6 80'\ .82'0 f1'S 20'\ 2S'6 { 1;'1 
11. Chingleput •• .. .. .. 27'8 
12, North Aroot .. .. .. 82'2 80'7 34'3 63-9 22-' aN 8\-6 
13, South Aroot .. ... .. 37-3 89-7 '1-2 4.-\ 26-6 84-7 80'3 
U. Tamjore .0 .. .. • 86-0 . <8-3 62-0 63-9 27-9 83-0 29-it 
16, Triobinopoly .. :. .. ' fO-6 30-0 4S-7 6S-f 24-S 33'6 10-' 
16, Mad.... .. ., .. .. 46-0 fS-3 40-S 6.0'6 22-6 3\'7 , 80-7 

.-J 7. Tinnevelly •• "- .. .. Sf'9. 60-4 67'6 64'8 10-\ 26-8 27-0 
18_ Coimbat.... ~. .. . , .. 63-4 41-3 60-8 '63-S 2\-9 31-\ 20-\ 
19. Nilgiria .. .. .. .. 

"7'1 '60-0 
.. .. 21'0 22-0 

20. Salem .. .. .. 60'6 62'7 26-f 37-0 81'9 
2\, Mouth c...aa' .. .. .. 33'6 36-4 48-0 . fO-1 19-6 21-2 20-6 
22, Malabu .. .. .. , . .. .. .. .. .. .. 23-4 • - ---, 

AVMage fOJ' the Presidency •• 42'0 89-9 49-3 

jl 
24'0 8\'\ • 29'1 

. . -Indes Dum'befe repreeentmg avenge -
prices, taking the average for the 
yean ~849 to 1863 ~ 100 •• - .. 138 1ft 114 100 . 238 ISO \91 . , -

• 

(d. )-Ta.ble .1wuNng the prices of cumm. ... term. of B ..... of 80 loraa per rup.e. 

I. Ganj&m" •• ... •• 
2. Vizagapatam.. •• •• 
3. GodAvari (Raj.hIIlundry) .. 
f, Ki.toa (Maeuli)l8taml - I. 

Gunt6.1 •• 00 •• 

6. Nellore o. •• •• 
6. euidapah •• •• • • 
7. Anantapur •• •• •• 
8. Bellary •• .• •• 

,,9. Kurnool • 0 o. ., 
10. J4a.draa '0 •• .0 

11. Chingleput.. .• .• 
12. North Aicot •• •• •• 
13. South Aroot •• •• •• 
14. Tanjore .. - o. .. 
16_ Triobinopo11'..'.. .. 
16. Madura . •• .. •. 
17. TinneveUy •• . . •• 
18. Ooimbaf.oie •• .. . •• 
19, N Ilg;ria .. .. .. 
,0. Salem.. .. •• •• 
21. South Oanara • • • • 
23. lIalabalo •• .... .. 

.. .. 

A_ 
of6 yea.rs 
from 1809 
to \813, 

.. 
60-8-
60'1 
87-0 
f3-8 .. , 
3f-1 

:: } 38'1 .. 
:: I 
.. . 
.. 
.. 
.. 

87-9 

32-' 
34-7 
37'9 
8S-8 
f7-8 
_67-2 
60-' 

-48-8 

Average 
of 6 yea.ra 
from IS19 
to 1823_ 

..-s 
48-1 
3\'6 . 
31'2 

28-0 

32-2 

{ 
86-2 
37'6 
31'8 
39-2 
43-1 
3~-4 

4"0 
43-8 
41-S 

49-0 

Average 
of6 yean 
from 1828 
to 1832, 

84'6 
81'6 

Average 
of 6 years 
from 1849 
to 1863, 

-73-4 
81-7 

4'-9 } 
17-0. 44-6 

fl'\ 
f\-9 

} 

41-6 

48-6 

89'2 

8S'0 
f\-9 
66-6 
46-6 
f8' •. 
48-S 

·64-1 

, . 

61-0 

41'1 

f6'8 

60-9 
4S'1 
6S-8 
49-2 
82'2 
f6-8 
836 8 

69'8 

.. 

Av_ 
of 6 yen.re 
from 1861 
to 1866. 

81'8 
29'7 
8l-7 

22-8 

24'1 
17-9 
\7'4 

\7'7 

1/0'1 

20'8 
'4" 
2S'I 
23'1 
2:t\ 
\7'6 
22'9 

26'8 

A_ A .... ge 
016y .... 01.1 ..... 
from. i 870 from. 

{ 

to 1~7f 1883-84 to 
, \887·88. 

81'0 
81-6 
37-' 
26-S 

27-8 
27·6 
26-7 

24'0 
24-8 
24-2 
8\'1 
82'7 
32'1 
32" 
20-6 
2\:4 
10:0 
~9-' 
36'1 

88-8 
80-\ 
29-2 

23-2 

24-a 
2P''; 

( 21-7 
I 26-8 

24-9 
23-' 
1\-6 ' 
27-0 
29-6 
26-7 
27-6 
2&·8 • 
'2-S 
117-' . 
\7-8 
27'7 

. I-----I----,I---,_�--.;.,.-~---I--.----
Average for the Preoidenoy ._ 88-6 63'0 

~---~---I----~---I-----~---~----Index Qumbers rep1'e8eDting anrage 1 
pricea, taking the· average fOJ' the 
Y'''' \849 to lR,68 = 100 .. .. \28 187 221 186 110 100 



Ivii 

(e.)-Statemenlshowing the .number oj pad ••• o!paddll.oldfor a .... /, •• at P';.lgk3tfor a number 
of year. Compiled fro". Ihe ·accou .. ts preserved in the fa,milll of II ri.h landlord in !r1a,/a,ba ... 

· -
. 

, jumb~ - Numb", l Number 
y ...... of Yearl. - of Yeara. 01 

padiea. padi ... padie •• 

1820 .. .. .. · . 77 1844 .. .. · . .. ~9 1868 . . .. . . U 
1821 · . .. .. .. 79 1846 · . .. .. . . 67 1869 .. .. . . 22 
1822 .. · . · . " 77 1846 .. .. · . . . 69 1870 .. .. . . U 
1823 · . .. · . .. 77 1847 .. · . .. . . 68 1871 .. .. .. il4 
18i' .. .. .. .. 77 1848 .... · . · . .. ~t 1872 .. -., .. 26 
18~6 .. .. .. .. 80 1849 .. · . .. , . 1873· .. .. .. 24 
1826 .. · . .. .. 77 1860 . , .. .. .. 81 1874 .. · . .. 23 
1827 .. .. .. · . 80 1861 .. .. · . .. 60 U76 . . .. .. 22 
1828 .. · . .. . . 80 1862 .. .. .. .. 67 1876 .. .. .. 21 
1829 .. .. .. .. 79 1863 . . ~ . .. · . 66 1877 .. . . .. 10 
1830 .. . .. .. · . 81 1864 . . .. .. , . 32 1878 - .. .. . . 13 
1831 .. · . .. .. 76 1866 .. .. .. · . 26 1879 .. · . .. 17 
1832 .. .. ", · . 77 1868 .. · . .. .. 81 1880 .. .. .. 20 
1838 · . .. .. ., 79 1867 · . .. · . .. 30 1881 .. .. .. 21 
1834 .. .. .. · . 79 1868 · . · . . . .. 29 1882 .. · . .. 20 
1836 .. .. .. ., 76 1869 .. .. .. .. W 1888 .. .. .. 26 
1~a6 .. .. · . .. 76 1860 .. · . . . .. !Iii - . ..... .. 
1837 .. .. .. .. 76 1861 .. · . · . .. !lO . . ... .. 
1838 .. .. .. .. 66 1862 .. .. · . .. !l0 . ..... .. 
18.9 .. .. .. .. 70 1863 .. .. .. .. !II . '" .. .. 
18,0 .. .. .. .. 71 186, .. .. .. .. 17 ...... .. 
18<1 .. .. .. .. 70 1866 .. .. .. · . 19 . ..... .. 
1842 .. .. .. .. 68 1866 .. .. .. .. 16 1890 . . .. .. 16 
18'S · . · . .. .. 65 1867 · . .. .. .. 21 

(f.)-8ta.tem8111 .howimg the pricu ~f corla'n ..... IiA:lss qffood in. 1853 a. compa,red with their 
........... t price. a,t P61ghat (co7l1piled from the household """ount. kept by II large la,ndholder 
in Malab",r). . 

Bice .. 
PJ..n1ain fruita 

O ...... plantam. 
Brinjal. .. 
Coooanutl .. 
Cocoanut-oil 
Gingelly-oil 
Lamp-oil .. 
$ugaMl&Ildy 
o......-gram 
Wbitapea . , 
Red-gnuo .. 
Bone-gram. 
Salt .. 
Pepper .. 
~ueIIud .. 
SaHrcm. .. 
Dryobilliee 
Curd . , 
Milk .. 
Ghee .. 
Betel-lea vel 
.ueca.nlll; .. 
Toha.cco •• 

PaIOB Df 

Arliclea. Quantity. 

.. 
· . .. .. 
; . .. 
· . .. .. .. · . .. 
· . .. .. 
.. 
· . · . · . .. 
.. .. .. .. 

-
1868. 1891. 

Ba. A. P. B •• A. 

· . .. .. · . 430 pa1'B8 . 
or 2,8661 padi ••• 

16&_R .. :1.., 430 . Q 

.. .. .. .. 20,000 28 9 Ii 60 0 

.. .. .. .. 12,006 16 1 2 2, Il .. .. .. .. 5,000. 611 6 -12 8 

.. · . .. .. t,2S1 26 4 0 37 12 

.. · . .. .. 133ipadi··· 39 I 4 70 0 

. " .. .. .. 61 'do. I 0 0 314 

. .. · . · . .. 83l do. 6 9 iI 16 4 

· . · . · . .. 13i lb. 1 8 6 014 .. · . · . .. 211padi··· 1 1I 4 3 4 

.. · . · . · . 831 do. 1 12 7 6 0 

.. .. ' . . ~ lI2 do. 1 2 4 8 2 

· . · . .. .. 2 do. 0 1 2 0 4 

.. · . . . .. 100 do. 4 6 10 18 12 

.. .. · . .. 60 lb. B O. 0 14 0 .. .. . . · . 171padi ... 1 4 7 3 9 

., · . · . .. ,8t do. o 18 9 1 4 . 40 ':lo. o 18 9 1 12 .. .. . · . .. .. .. .. 7731 do. 24 13 9 83 2 

· . · . .. · . 173i do. 611 6 32 8 

.. .. .. . . 10 do. 4 4 7 IG 0 

.. .. " .. 8,750 lnmdlea. 24 0 0 87 8 

.. .. .. .. lI26 lb. 81 11 6 63 0 

.. · . .. - .. 60 do. I III 10 0 

NO'l'K.-One padi ill a measure of capacity containing 130 tolaa of riDe. 
ODe para = 6~ Macleod acera containing 128 tolaa of rice each. . 

Percentage 
of increase 
or d8Cleale. 

P. 

0.. + 180 

0 + 79 
4 + 60 
0 + 90 
0 + 60 
0 + 78 
3 + 289 
0 t.- 191 
0 - 28 

-0 + 184 
0 + 180 
4 + 176 
0 + 243 
0 + 329 
0 + 600 
9 + 180 
0 +' 46 
0 + 103 
4 + ' 38 
0 + 468 
0 + 260· 
0 + 66 
0 + .Ie. 

0 ,:t- 868 

-

41 



lviii 

(g.)::-Statement .h(Jloing tM pM. of d;,g-.rent article. oj .food, ~c •• at Sulflr (a large village 7 
miles from Ooilllbator.) tJIJ'I1Ipiled from tM village 4CCOunt, pr ... ru8d bit an old kumam or 
village accountant in the Coitmbatore district. 

Artiolea. I y ....... I Q-,.. I PriI:o. I Articlet. y ...... Quantity. Pri .... 

B8. A. P. BO. A~ P. 
1820-21 • 18 Madru mea- l 0 0 .. \ 1822-23 • OnemaoDd .. 0 8 0 ....... Toboooo 1832-38 • Do. .. 0 8 0 
1832-38 • Do. .. 011 7 1888-89 • Do. . . 2 0 0 

Rice .. 1848 .. 47 • Do. · . 1 1 4 .. 1861-62 • Do. .. 011 7 Dholl or red· I 1861-62 • 181 "Madru mea- l 0 0 
1863-64 • Do. · . 018 O. gram. 1Ur88. 
1864-66 • Do. .. 1 2 6 1888-89 • Do • .. 2.10 0 
1888-89 • Do. I 2 8 
1820 .. 21 • 13 valla.mlor 26 1 0 0 

.. ~ 
18S...a6 • One maud .. o 14 0 

Mad ... ....... Jaggery 183_ • Do. .. 011 0 
• urea. 1841-42 • Do. .. 0 9 7 

1829-30 • Do. .. 0 6 • 1888-89 • Do. .. 1 0 0 

Cholum 
1834-36 • Do. .. 014 8 .. 184G-:'1 • Do. 0 6 6 

GingellY.aaad .. 1 1863-64 • 16 Madrao mea· 1 0 0 · . 
I 1846-46 • Do. .. 0 6 6 ....... 

1646-41 • Do. .. 012 3 1888-89 • Do • .. I 0 0 
1866 .. 6& • Do. .. 013 0 

l 1868-89 • 
33 Madfts m .. ·' 

1 10 0 
Gingelly.oll •• 1 1861-62 • One amalI podi. 0 I 8 

.. ~ 
1841-48 • 1 0 0 

Ragi 
....... 1888-89 . Do. 0 6 A .. 1866-61". Do. .. 2 1 0 C&Otor-oil .. { 1861 .. 62 • One.mall paci;: 0 2 8 

1888-89 • Do. 2 1 0 1888-89 • Do. 0 6 8 
32 Madru m';': 

.. 
.. f 

1846-46 • 1 0 0 

H .... e.gram ...... 

:·1 
1822-28 • Onemaund .. 011 2 

1841-48 • Do. .. o 18 • 6 183...a6. Do. .. 0 6 6 
1888-89 • Do. I 0 0 toO 8 0 

.. { 1848-44 • 16 Madra ...... : 1 0 0 Cotton 1840-41 • Do. .. o 12 0 ...... 1862-63 • Do. .. o 10 0 
Bengal·gram 1863-64 • Do. .. 1 6 • 1868-64 • Do • .. 0 8 0 

1862 . Do. .. 214 6 1862-33 • Do. .. 1 6 6 
1888-89 • Do. .. :I 0 0 l 1888-89 • Do. .. I 8 7 

• (Famine yaar). 

(h.)-Statement .1wwing tM prices of food.grllins at certain .tations in tM Ooitmbator. c1tistrid 
obtained from carta;"" old cadjan aooo'lloftto kept by merchamto and landholders. 

Chain •• 

Paddy 

l'Dddy 

Cholum 

Ragi •• 

.... 

ChoIum 

Ragi .. .. 

Quantity. I y ..... 

•• One kaIam (36 "Madraam ....... ). 1830-31, a lamin. 1-
1836-36 

18YO .. 
DAlir4ptm1m. 

61 Madraom ....... Prior to 1840 

1888 .. 
48 Do. Prior to 1840 

1888 

64 Do. 0, Prior to 1840 

Do. 1888 

PIIIlMIom. 

0... podi (230 Madraa maaaureo). 1831-38 .. 
1838-89 

1839-40 

1888-89 .. .. Onepodi 1837-38 .. 
1888-89 

.. 

Prioe. 

U. A. P. 

o 12 0 
o 8 0 
:I 10 f 

100 

3 1 10 

100 

1 12 7 
100 

104 

6 0 0 
629 

680 

14 6 0 
600 

14 6 0 



lix 

(i. }-8t"t.",,,,,, 81wwiflg the price. of artide. of food, 4'0., i,. 1890 a. compa'I'1l with th08e abo"t 
lHOU ill the vi//sg. oj SingaftaUu. (5 mil .. from Ooimbatore) t:O'IIlpiletl from Ih. accounta 
p ...... "'ed by the ku ......... or CIOCWAItaflt of tho vil/sgB. 

" 

Articl ... I Qwmti'1. I Pri .. in 1800·1 Pri .. in 1890. 

BO .... P. .... .... P • 
Padd:r .. .. .. .. 1 ea1Agai 01' 60 meaaurea -I 1 6 6 0 0 

of He. 140 weight. 
Cbolum.. .. .. .. .. Do. o. 1 1 1 6 0 0 
Cumbo. .. .. .. .. Do. .. 1 1 1 • 8 0 
IIa6i . .. .. .. .. , • Do. .. 1 1 7 • 8 0 
Horae--gram .. .. .. Do. .. 1 1 1 6 0 0 
Ohoe •• .. .. . . 1 padi .. .. .. 0 8 0 1 • 0 
Drv ohilliel .. .. .. 12 meaau.rea 0 3 0 0 9 0 
TobJl.ooo .. .. .. .. 1 bundle, 118. 200 ~eisbi . 0 :I 0 0 8 0 
Cotton .. .. .. 1 maund •• .. .. 0 0 9 0 1 6 
Oingellr.",ii .. .. .. 1 meaallN .. .. 0 • 0 o 10 8 
Lamp-oil •• .. .. .. Do. 0 • 0 o 18 • Br •• .. .. .. .. 1 .... or 118. 24 '';'';shi: 0 8 0 0 6 0 

~ .. .. .. .. Do. •. o 10 0 0 6 0 .. .. .. .. Do. .. 0 • 0 0 8 0 
Gold .. .. .. .. ..... .. 
Bull .... - I 20 0 0 10 0 0 .. .. .. .. .. .. to 26 0 0 to 80 0 0 

Sheep lind goat. Do. I on 0 6 0 0 .. .. .. . . to 1 • 0 to 1 0 0 
. 

-

(j.)-8tat.ment .ho .. ing the mahan .. m pri.:eB of paddy plYI' Taniu,. kala ... for a 8IYI'ie8 oj years 
... the Tanjore Di&trict. 

y ..... I Prioe. II y ...... ,- II 
, 

Pri ... Y_1'8. Price. 

..... P • ... A. P. RI. A. P. 
1828 .. .. .. o 13 6 1844 .. .. .. 0 8 • 1866 .. .. .. 1 1 9 
1824 .. .. .. 013 8 18<6 .. .. .. 011 2 1866 .. .. .. 1 8 • 1826 .. .. .. 0 8 7 1846 .. .. .. o 10 6 1861 .. .. .. 1 • 0-
1826 .. .. .. 0 611 18'1 .. .. .. 0 1 • 1868 .. ... .. I • 6 
1821 .. .. .. 0 6 9 1840 . . .. .. 0 6 2 1869 .. .. .. 1 0 • 1828 .. .. .. 0 9 8 1849 .. .. .. 0 7 1 1870 .. .. .. o 12 9 
1829 .. .. .. 0 8 0 1860 .. .. .. 0 1 8 1871 .. .. .. 1 0 6 
1830 .. .. .. 0 1 • 1861 .. .. ... 0 1 • 1872 .. .. .. o 16 1 
1831 .. .. .. 0 1 a 18ij2 .. •• .. 0 1 1 1878 .. .. .. 1 8 6 
1832 .. .. .. o 100 1863 .. .. .. o 12 10 1874 .. .. .. 1 I 0 
1833 .. .. .. o 12 0 IBM .. .. .. o 10 6 1876 .. .. .. 1 0 1 
1834 .. .. .. 0 8 1 1806 .. .. .. o 12 10 1876 .. .. .. 1 16 11 
1836 .. .. .. 0 1 • 1866 .. .. .. o 10 t 1877 .. .. .. 1 12 6 
1836 .. .. .. 011 9 1867 .. .. .. I 0 8 1878 .. .. .. 1 1210 
1837 .. .. .. 0 8 6 1868 .. .. .. 1 • 8 1879 .. .. .. 1 1 6 
1838 .. .. . . 0 8 10 1869 .. .. .. o 12 t 1880 .. .. .. 1 0 1 
1839 .. .. .. 0 8 6 1860 .. .. .. 1 1 0 1881 .. .. .. o 13 8 
1840 .. .. .. 0 6 3 1861 .. .. .. I 1 10 1882 .. .. .. 018 3 
1841 .. .. .. 0 • • 1862 .. .. .. o 13 10 1883 .. .. .. o 16 3 
1841 .. .. .. 0 6 I 1863 .. .. .. I 8 • 188t .. .. .. 1. 6 0 
18U .. .. .. 0 8 0 1864 .. .. .. I 6 I 

. 
The mode of c:alcuI&ting the average c!ll'leDi aelling price for each mahanum iI .a folloWl :-Paddy grown in 

Tanjore OODIieta of two main apecies - kar, the early crop. and paaau.um, the later crop; the oaJtiVlLtion of b:r consti .. 
htea about one-flfth of the entire wet cultivation of the Tanjore delta and the practice is therefOl'9 to make up the general 
average by tak:inR' on,e.fifth of the avenge price of kar and four-flftha of that of paanum. The &Teftgee ant muck from 
aatual sales in villagee belongin~ to each mahanum. j for ka.r from let November to 31&t Januaty and for JWI&!l:um from. 
1st February to 20th lIay. The village aalee aTe ret1D'Ded by the k1ll'D&m every av. days, a.nd from them. the TahsildIU' 
eom.pilea a return every 10 daya and tranamia it to the Collectorts office, where the average .. are Itruck. These returns of 
wee were l"reacribed trith a view t;., dstermine the village prioea for the purpOl8 of fixing the demand under the olungu 
aywtem unaer which the land l'8Venue demand depended on the price of grain every year. After the abolition of the 
oll1llgu system the retuma were continued for the pnrpoee of calculating the value Of ldelvaram. aha.re of the grain du.e 
to the Tanjore Ranees in the villages belonging to them. As the Collector ia now no-longer Beoeiver of the Baj&ht

• 

8Itate. the retlU'Dl appear to have been Iino& discontinued.. 



(D.)-Trade. 

(a.)-Foreign trade :-Val .... oj ..eport ..... 11 imports i .. milUon Bterl;"'9' 

Export. from Imports to . 

O~or y;,rla.ot Iodia.n .§ Other C of Indian ~ mptre. ;§ mpU8. 
Year •. 

.~ 
of 

.; ..: i t 3 1 ~ i .; 
! 1'0 3. ....:!t i 

... 
~ ~0<1 a !a 0 ~ 0 

IQ IQ IQ ... ., 
IQ IQ ... . 

..t."."". of .fl •• p5" MIl;'" 

1838·39 .. .. .. .. 1'1 8'1 .. "1 10'2 11'3 '7 8'8 ' . .. 8-4 6'7 7'4 
1843·U .. .. .. .. 1'8 8'2 .. 4'7 12'9 14'2 '8 6'4 .. '4'8 9'7 10'6 
1848·49 .. .. .. .. 1'7 9'7 .. 6'8 16'3 17 1'1 8'3 .. .4·S IN 12'2 
1863·64 .. .. .. .. 1'8 19'6 .. 7'6 18'2 20 1'8 ?-9 .. 6'7 14'8 16'9 
1868·69 .. .. .. 2'S 18'1 10'6 28'8 26'9 2'2 18'2 11'4 24'6 26'8 
1863·64 .. .. .. .. 4'8 14'9 ·1'6 23'1 38'9 48'2 s" 16'1 • '6 21'1 37'8 U 
1868-69 .. .. .. .. 6'7 19'6 2'2 30-3 62 67'7 4 20'2 1 24-1 46'8 49'8 
1873·74 .. .. . .. .. 8'4 U 2'9 U'6 61-4 67'& 4 18'7 1'4 17'2 87'3 11'8 
1878·79 .. .. .. .. 8'8 27 4'1 i6'2 68'8 83'1 4'1 20'8 2'4 21 U'2 48'3 
1883·84 .. .. .. .. 8'1 83'8 8'6 82 72'8 80'4 4'8 U'1 8'8 29·6 67'2 61'8 
1888·89 .. .. .. .. 9'3 86'4 6'3 39'2 80'9 90'2 6'7 26'8 4'6 89'4 89'0 76'2 

~ Average for three rears. 

Total ezport8 and innporta ... million 8terling. 

Other parte of Iodia.n Empire. _ Total, Madras Years. Presidency. I I I 
Indian 

BODgU. Burma. Bombay. Total. Empire. 

At/'rag. of jhJ'1I1,rw. 

1888.39 
MIl;'" .. .. 1'8 9'4 .. 7'6 18'9 18'7 

1843-U .. .. 2'1 13'6 .. 9 22'8 24"7 
1848·49 .. .. 2'7 16 .. 19'~ 26'6 29'2 
1863-64 .. .. S'1 18'6 .. 14'3 82'8 86'9 
1868-69 .. .. 4'6 26'3 

• i· 
21'9 48'2 62'7 

1863.64 .. .. 7"T 31 U'II 76"6 84'2 
1868·69 .. .. 9'7 89'7' a'2 64'4 97'8 107 
1873." .. .. 10'4 42'7 4'3 41'7 88'7 99'1 
1878·79 .. .. 10'9 41"8 6'6 46'2 100'6 111'4 
lK83.84 .. .. 12'7 67'9 10'1 61'& 129'6 142'2 
1888·89 .. .. 16 81 '10'8 78'6 160'4 166" 

• Average tor t!tree y ..... 



~ 

{b.)-Slal."....t .. howingtM g~" or ine..ec.se of Sea.borne 'l'rad6 ." "BlaIAMI 10 !he Beven"e derived from Ollstomo ilolie. th.erejrom, "",d of th~ qll"",tiiy of ealt 
. Bold anoJ. "'ported with. the .. at .. of Bale p ... 1IUWnil of 80 lb. i .. relalio .. to tM receipt. deriveil therBfrom in the '}fadTfJ6 Pr .. w..ncy from l!!OO-Ol. 

Value of .ea--borne tradEf. Salt. .. • Customs and . 
Offi.<:ial ),8&1'1. 'land ,...w\ 

Coaating 

~I 
Hale ~te per Indian QuantitI Remark.. 

dutial. Foreign trade. Total. .old &n . trad •• .M .... d of IIoIf lb. ezported. 

1 2 3 , 0 7 8 9 

£ £. £ I £ £ LB. , 
1800·11\ m,8S5) I 

19,362 , . .. .. .. 
'12,.031 

No informatiou, 

L.id'nD~ 
1801.02 .. . , .. , 2(1,'9,32 

1802,03 . , . . .. 349,227 1,90&2,678 2,(16,131 (0) 4,418,809 31,797 
(a) In the original return., the tl'8.de i. given in . 

1803·04 .. .. .. 396,367 . 2,691,620 2,162,819 (0) 4,7U,369 27,768. J uon 
SiCCf\ l"'lIpeea and tratllposed into Englilh money 
at the rate of 21. 3d. at! ,bOWD in column. 3, 4, b, 

1804·00 ". .. .. oif,Bl2 1,639,250 2,498,462 (0).4,137,712 89,771 from 180~·03 \0 1810-11. 

1806·06 .. .. .. 862,481 1,969,796 2,U9,262 (0) ',409,061 186,891 

1806·07 .. .. .. 266,061 1,86',070 . 2,276,'61 (.) .8,630,631 216,868 }-_.,,.. .~. 30CJ,7~6,4.00 

1807·08 2f6,837 1,616,8'6 3,'16;366 , (0) 6,031,210 268,990 0'70 fW'thing per lb. 398,761;,200 . . .. '.' , . , • 
1808.09 .. .. .. 298,9'6 1,'30,802- 2,028,04:1 (a). 8,f63,848 262,803 409,"661,200 

1809.10 . , .. .. 883,763 1,2'9,6U 2,011;,348 (0) 3,264,989 2;8,6'0 ) 321,860,100 - -------"'--_.----- ---
Average of lIt"DBoade._ 333.311. IJ7~3,/j76 2,413,990 ',137,666 184,180 ~9,820,800 ---- ------

1810.11 .. .. · . 423,170 2,046,482 1,693,69" Co) 8,740,076 889,610 364,106,600 (6) From 1811 .. "12- to 1818pl9 the mum. are given 

18U'}2 .• 86,632 2,194,879 1,114,268 (b) 8,869,132 842,693 .. 376,036,800 
in A:rd:It rupees which are bere calculated at 2 •. .. .. .. Sid, at Aroot rupees being held equal to a. 

1812013 468,720 1,610,2~9 '1,107,97, (6) 8,218,246' S70,OU 

. ~" •... .:...,.. 365,036,200 
pagoda which ill l!q1Iivalont 10 8 •• .. .. .. 

• 
1813-l4' .. .. · . 1'12,276 1,302,33t 1,380,166 (6) 2,682,493 . &33,821 367,8'3,200 

6~1,286 11,228,809 (5) Z,713,1I2 8)3,388 
to 1 lartbing per b. 

290,313,600 1814·16 .. .. .. 1,(84-,903 . . 
1816-18 .. .. 614,300 1,688,188 1,020,909 (5) 2, 709,~7. 312,866 I I 263,472,000 

1816.11 .. .. 619,061 l,'SI,8U 1,071,S07 (b) 2,~63,B61 296,716 

I . 
249,177,600 

1811·18 .. .. .. 606,660 1,742,988 1,072,246 (b) 2,816,213 296,917 ' 292,809,600 

1818,19 • 607,718 1,639,39' 
, 

(5) 2,782,097 368,680 822,742,4.00 .. -. .. '1,14.2,703 

1819.20 .. .. .. 638,669 1,259,466 . i,130,38R (.) 2,389,843363,627 J 330,069,760 (,) From 1819-20 to 183'-36 inC!lusive, the feturnl ----.- ---_._-- are mtdmd in Madru ropen, whi('h vane. but' 
Av .. ,,1!" 01 2nd Deoado .. 491.839 1,680,072 1,262,28' '2~897,361J 332,'16 321,620,67~ Ilight1:y from an Areat rupee. -The transpoIitjOD. 

. . haj ...... calculated .t 2'1 1"-
-- - -

" ~ . 



Sta(ement B~OlDing !he g'l'OID!1'0'l' iI1IcreQ,8e oj Sea-bome Tradil in ,"elaRm !o !h, Revenue deri.ed from Om!o7118 duti,. thBre/rOm, "'~.'-cont. . .. . . . 
Value of ... borne 'me. 

. . 

8al~; · 

Caalom.and 

~ 
, . 

Jlemarb. 08loi.11 .... • land tranoit 0_, Sal. rate per Indian QDBnti~ 
duti ••• trad.. ' trade. ToW. Rec.ip~. M.nno! of 82' lb. lold lID. 

· exportod. 

I 2 a • 6 8 7 8 9 

oil oil £ .£ ;II. LB. 
(0) From 1819·20 to 1834·86 iDoIooi.e, tho reto, 182Q·1I1 .. " ,. 670,581 1,323,000 1,069;106 (.) 2,382,106 313,766. L . . 3S6,391,MO 

are rendered in Kuru rupeel, w)liah nriee. ~ 
1821-22 · . .. . . 830,769 2,005,396 1,147,029 (.) 3,162,424. 364,087 ' 470,168,080 olightly from an Moot rupee. Tho trauo_1i 

1,828,876 982,744 (.) 2,791,819 446,829,920 
. hae b"l'" oalcul.ltd at 20. Id. 

1822'23 .. · . ... 824,888 . 838,006 

1823-24 · . .. · . 673,798 1,807,888 1,278,299 (I) 8,086,1112' 366,830 I 9 annal" pie. maund, 467,616,680 • , . r equal to 0'70 IartbiDg 
. 1826'-25 .. . , . . .636,810 1,9fT,48i 2,269,781 (')4;217,286 321,719 per lb. 472,086,800 

1826·26 · . .. .. 657,609 2,308,133 2,287,084 (.) ~,696,:m 369,397 

I 
• 471,4\ 7,680 . 

1828·27 .. .. .. 645,818 1,707,020 1,838,878 (.) 3,618,898 330,839 428,036,580 

1827-28 .. .. · . 668,729 2,387,398 1,28S,D19 (.) 3,671,316 348,192 . J 500,016,440 

1828·29 .. ... .. 810,006 2,049,884 1,627,980 (.) 3,677,824 404,418 382,471,780 

182D·30 .. .. .. 690,726 2,376,86& 1,682,761 I') 3,968,608 489,630 408,1i70,240 ------------ - ---A.orage of 3rd Deoade • 680,772 1,974,071 1,6'l3,666 8,497,628 360,827 442,260,400 ----1830-31 .. .. .. 6!1,618 1,616,248 1,29.6,186 (.) 2,810,431 U3,884 381,UO,08JI 

1831-3a .. .. ., 466,689 1,886,049 1,fi'O~1Z2 '0) 3,426,171 366,816 378,686,620 

1832·33 .. · . .. &19,012 1,869,668 1,481,662 (0) 3,341,118 33.0,360 3.93,861,UO . 
1833-84 .. .. ' .. 3U,88i 1,491,329 2,221,193 (.) 3,716,622 372,418 If UDU a maund. 690,717,920 

.1834·36 420,180 I,Tl7,692 (.) 3,103,228 
oqual to I fartbiDg 

" · . .. 1,886,638 876,108 per lb. . 466,377,380 . . 
1836·38 .. .. .. 419,076 1,738,067 2,080,74-7 (4) 3,818,804 368,8iB 388,830,720 (4) From 1836.38 to dote tho _ Are mldo, 

1838.87 469,U6 2,024,(02 2,273,8';9 .,298,ocn 312,892 '388,132,880 
ia CotropaDy'l Illpe81 wmob hay. alway. been tak .. " · . at 20. 

1837·38 ., · . .f 406,879 1,806,107 1,909,832 3,714;739 379,207 380,682,720 

1~38.39 · . .. · . 407,208 1,890,268 2,108,894 3,994,160 402,963 881,186,620 

1839-10 .. .. .. 110,287 2,161,828 2,260,691 1.412,219 398,868 383,888,800 ---
1,808.122 fl,886:2H 

, -
.378,962 .. ) I Average of 4th Dooado .. 437,099 8,693,844 '00,917,298. , 

.1 
it· 
'B • 

.. t 
en 

E 
~. 



8to.t_' J!ow;ng Ihe (J1'fJwth Of' ;"er.M. 01 8ea.-bo"n,e Trade ... relation to the Rove"". derived I~om Gustom, duU •• l~ertJrom, <te.-cont. . . • . . 
Value ol_bome tnuI.. . Sail. • 

OU8toma and I 

O.IDcia11ea.n. laud tru.nait· .• Remarkt. 
duti8l. Foreign Coaating" T tal ReceIpt. BaJa rate pM Indla~ Quantlty 'Old \r&d.. Indo. 0 • • Maund 01 82, lb. and .'pon04, 

~----I--- 2 -, 3 " ,6 8 -----r----8--------~-----

, Jl II II Il 4l .LB, 

184041.. ... ,.. 427,636 1,970,M6, 2,613,193 4,683,739 878'062} a67,406,600 -

1841 .... 2.. .... 616,791 2,16,-&62" 2,296,948 ",466,900 399,239 14 Annal .. mAlInd, 427,983,9;10' 
.' equa) to 1 far'hing • 

184248.. .. .. 427,672 1,987,902 2,246,609 4,233,611 899,761 perlb.· 484,872,960 

!B484... .. .. . 428,646 1,997,760 2,266,692 4,268,46~ 432,160 • 417,334,000 

184446 ,. .. .. (Il 200,166 2,941,971 2,698,66\ 6,640,622 462,56Q 386,186,280 (.) Le.nd I ...... it duti •• aboli,bed by Aot VIol 184'. 
Now CU8toll18 '!'ariff introduced.. 

1846·,6.. .... 166,106 2,409,193' 2,232,101 .,731,294 470,611 1 '402,332,0&0 • 

1846 ... 7.f .. .. 161,040 2,618,820 2,166,366 4,779,68' 466,636 403,880,9~0 

18U48.. ..... 186,984 2,600,376 2,000,670 4,601,046 486,721 406,739,040 

1848.49...... 82,876 8,011,682 1,663,006'. 4,684,688 460,797 408,682,800 6: ::::: 
1840-.60.. •• •• .102,710 2,372,96' 2,'6~,189 .,829,163· f8.,692 422,*12,720 --- '---.Averag. pf 6th Decade. . 264,:62 2,116,467 2;241,842 ',6fS,29D 438,916 407,830,936 

., --------. -
IUO·51.. .. .. 110,726 2,8~9,060 2,204,790 6,033,810 47M30 .411,687,760' . 

, • . 1 rupee s,' mannd equal 
1861·62.. .. .. 115,680 8,078,411 .2,323,446 6,401,86. 483,427 • to,1'2 farthing .. lb. 437,604,240 

1862·53.. " ~. 120,797 3,676,382· 2,599,4&! 6,174,836 6U,266 • 422,942,320 

'1863·64'.. .. .. 126,626 3,612,616 8,274,046 . 6,886,690 480,211 I 426,396,1110 

UIj4·66.. .. .. 117,200 3,360,218 2,497,726 6,847:943 487~469 • ,476,327,760 

1866·56 .. ," ." 130,714 4,242,275 2;868,184 ' 7,110,469. 607,734 j 62.,268,240 

IS06·67.. •• .. 137,728, 4,968,888 3,186,378 8,140,261 603,994 . 483,260,960 

1867.6f·. "" 141,174 ,6,196,238 , ,,432,242 '9,628,480 , &72,697', 491,878,640 

1868·69.. .. .. 161,102 4,869,682 3,616,361 8,484,938 ' 60i,961' J 637,667,440 

1&;9 .. 60 •.• .... •• 265,677 6,600,870 3,692,486 9,191,366 6*7,116 I rnpee 2 annal .. maned 6'4,833,920 
- ----- eque1to1·36larthingB.lb. __ 

4Ver6g80f 6th Decade. Ul,OiS ',120,8'6.·. 8,069,409; 7,1,90,266 626,889 '. .4.16ri7S.'" . 



814temenl 8'UJlDi~g tke g1'01lJlh or iMPB<lB8 of Sea-borne TNde ill relation 10 the R~venue cferiverljrom Cq8/(JIIIB dutieB thBl'efrom, ~O.-OOE 

Value of sea-bome trade. . 
Salt. 

CUllom .... d , 

~8i.ialf· ... • land tr&IIIit Foreign Co..ting Bale rate per Indian Quantity R.~ub. 
dutiea. Total. Receipt •• .old and trad •• trad •• Maund.of 82' lb. expOJ'\ed • 

. 
1 2 3 , 5 6 1 8 9 , . - '-

S 4! £ II £ LB. . 
1860·61 .. .. ' .. 296,888 8,073,868 ',403,120 10,477,683 706,789 1 rupee 2 annaa & maund 650,369,040 . ",ual to 1'86 larlhinga 

8,900,768 ll,8'9,O88 868,823 
p.r lb. 

1861.62 . . " .. ~32.622 4.118.38:1 ~ 1 rupee 8 &bnluI a maund 
624,129,920 

186:1-63 .. .. ' .. 191\,498 8,612,982 4,668,326 ]3,166,S07 912.770 equal to 1'8 larlhing' (129,614,400 
1368.64 .. .. .. 229,862 11,487.604 7,381,847 18.819,461 899,272 p8l'lb • 648,674,400 
1864.66 .. .. .. 208,878 11,200,076 6,294:,i81 17,49',366 1,036,670 680,'nS,820 
1866·66 .. 208,663 N,698,280 6,178,420 18,871,700 1,012,160 ' , 

646,'&3,360 
(J) For el.ven montba only I!: clo.iDg da,. 01 tb 1866·67 (Ii' 

.. } lrup •• ll&DDu.mennd .. .. , 1'13,639 6,498,807 6,237,027 11,7351 834 1,047,673 equal to l'9farthingo &96,679,360 
'1867·68 .. .. .. 261,902 7,984.682 ... ,844,216 'U.828,8t7 1,098,802 per lb. . 633,664,960 I·, lInanoial r .. r having obanged hom 3 
1868-69 .. .. " 276,691 10,218,118 .6,361,363 16.680,066 1,107,263 6i4.,997,840 April to 3lat Mareb. • 

'1869·70 .. .. .. !l76,186 10,168,834 4,848,666 . 16,007,3&9 1,IU,136 

1 
66t,67 6, I~O , ---------------- -,--

. ATerage of 7tb D&c.d. .. 236,621 9,167,006 6,39~,I08' • 14.,660,018 986,496 664,916,672 --- - , 
rs70~71 .. .. ... 804,897 9,377,Oi6 6,179,989 14,667,014 1,264,230 6 ...... 469,040 I ',6U,639 16,793,635 } 1,807,841 661,660,640 '1871.72 .. . . .. 318,228 11,148,896 4,21U7l "',214,871 

{ 4,964,871 1&,321,900 
} . 1,186,019 648,338,080 ·187:1-73 .. .. .. 893,742 10,867,029 3,391,060 3,391,060 l2 rupeel • mound equal I 6,';67,896 16,677,100 ~ 1,296,186 t to2·H~g.perlb. 636,i62,480 ·1873·74 .. .. .. 836,162 11,119,204 4.317,864 4,317,864 

1874-76 IO,947,(IW 
{ 6.3n,7.' 16,276,072 } 1,831,669 I , 692,184,000 

" .. " 821,026. 4,007,932 .,tlO7,-932 t 4,61~,679 16,886,661 I '1876'78' .. .. 307,962 U,!l7~,982 8,908,28/j -- 3,908,286 1.368,789 

J 
670,428,160 . . 

• { 9,476.217 2U,720,602 } 1,291,963 624,!84,f80 1876·77 .. " . .. 246,736 11,248,786 6,942,649 6,942,ft49 

1877·71 
{ 12,916,700 22,841,879 f 1,142,186 476,117,120 .. .. .. .03,860 9,926,179 . 7,249,173 7.249,1'18 
{ 7,137.790 17,2~9,O~7 } 1,463,216 12 rep... II .D .... · • '38,269,040 1878·79 .. .. .. 1106,632 10,091,237 8,368,060 3.368,060 

{ 6,639,979 17,064,008 J 1,673,838 
maund equal to 8'2 

1879-80 .. .. .. !l32,"6 11,424,029 3,246,600 a,246,60Q, . f.rtbillp per lb. 473,16',840 

. 
A ..... p of 8th Dooad. .. 286,617 10,790,778 { ·6,6'6,747 17,836,620 } 1,830,838 626,4U,168 4,616,608 4:,616,d08 . , 



• 

StAtement ,lIowing the growlA or increaB' qf Sea-horn, Trade ill relation 10 the RBcenue d""ved jnAn Of/810m. duli6A therefrom, ~C.-OODt. 

OJIIoiaIy ..... 

1880-81 

1881·82 

18811-83 

188S·M 

1884-86 

1880-88 

1!86-87 

188T·88 

1886-89 

1889.90 

•• 

.. 
;. 

.. 

.. 
•• .. 

I 

.. 

.. 

, . .. 

A .... ge 01 9th Decade .. ' 

Ouatomaand 
land tllUllit 

dutiea. 

£ 
!US,806 

198,724 

104,680 

116,880 

99,718 

SIIS,366 

12~,788 

166,860 

172,401 

180,928 

Val .. of .... borDe mde. 

Foreign 
trod .. 

8 

Oouting tr&de. 

11,904,234 '{{ 

12,886,6n 

/I 
6,341,183 
8,717,637 
6,649,916 
2,783,369 
6,198,460 
8,6.f2,683 
6,148,883 
8,864,771 
6,431,600 
4,162,237 
6,639,341 
6,019,996 
6,898,636 
.f,098,917 
6,966,663 
4,690,009 
6,933,600 
4.739,211 

18,687,19l 

13,326,068 

U,283,767 

16,78T,86Q 

18,608;208 

18,226,491 

{ 
{ 
{ 
{ 
{ 
{ 
{ 
{ 

6,786,868 
,",682,794-

1----11---
-{ 6,289, 168 1 149,696 14,639,890 

4,119,162 

Total. 

6 

17,z1I,967 . 
8,117,637 

17,986,466 
2,783,369 

18,736.644 
8,642,688 

10,469,368 
3,864,771 

20,662,Oi6 
4.162,237 

19.864.397 
6,019,996 

22;132,402 
4,098,917 

22,7i4,013 
4,690,009 

23,441,808 
4,;39,211 

26,013,349 
4,682,794-

20,8:19,04-8 
4,119,169 

Receiptl. 

Jl 
} 1,604,336 

} 1,.72,917 

} 1,390,863 

} 1,886,618 

} 1,379,879 

} 1,448,227 

} 1,426,022 

} I,H8,971 

.11.64~89a 
} 1,166,818 

Balt. 

Sale rate per IndiaD 
Maund 01 82, lb. 

7 

1
2 rupe81 11 aDnu a 

maund equal to 8'2 
larthinga per lb. 

12 ropeel 8 anIUUI a maund j ;:;f .... --

} 

2 TUpees 11 annal a 
maund equal to 8'2 
farthing, per lb. 

Q .. "tily 
BOld and 

..ported. 

8 

LB. 

466,168,760 ' 

'69,726,120 

611,162,6'0 

661,617,120 

~40,617,680 

660,186,600 

663,1~8,400 

660,787,680 

681,833,360 

6'18,827,040 

637,440,790 

8 

No .. ,-Prom 1800·1801 to 1844·45, tho duti .. derivod from land tnmait are not ohown .oparote1y from tho.olevled on tho import and export trade of the l'rtlaidenoy, whether by ... or pRUing from 
Britiah to foreign territory, and tliClu'".,4. Act VI of 1844 aboliahed the land trantit duti81 and a new otutolDJ tariff W8I intNduced. Since 1844. and up to the present date the CUJtoDll tariff hal uodergonlJ 
ooDltant revision. 

2. The total value of foreign and eouting trade hal been atraot.ed from the oommeroial retarDs of each year from the ea.rlieat date lor which lOch record. ezi.t. The information, however, in thB" 
original retuma W&I given in di1ferent kinds of rupee., but Dotel are in.erted in the column of remarks, uplaining the ratea at which they have been converted into .terlins value for the different perioda, 
Trade with Britilh porta within the Preaidenor. were not recorded for yea.ra prior to 1871·72; of the two leta of figuru ent6red in the column fI coaning trade" agaiDIt &he Jeut nbleq,uent to 1870 .. 71t 
the upper :figut'e. are excJuive of the trade With British porta within the Preaidenoy. The lower flgureJ are thOle of Britilb porta within the Preaidenoy. 

.. a. The district of North CanI:U'B waa traDlferred from the Madraa to the Bombay Presidency in 1862. . .. 



(o.'-BtatlJm6nt .holDing tAs quantity and valus of tAs principal ankle. of trad. awportsa from ana imported into ths Ma,J,ras Pre8idency by .,aJar a .orie. of 
' years (quantity and valus are given in milliotls) • . 

Export •. 

Cotlon wool. Bide, and Coif ... Indigo. Sugar. I Seeda. Spices. ruoe. Paddy. Cotton .t ... · Yean. okin •• go I. 

'-j'. Quan· Value. Quan· Value. ~Iv'" Quan· Value. Quan· Value. Quan'l Quan- Value. QUau.~ Quan· Value. tity. U •• tity. tily. tity. tity. tily. Value. tity. ~ U8. tity. 

---
~ 1 , 8 , 6 6 7 8 9 1~ 12 I 13 If I 16 16 17 18 19 20 n 

. 
LB. 'M. If •• BI. LB. BI. LB. RI. OWT. BO. OWT. " .. LD. .... .,....,. " .. OWl. .... YD •• "', 1866·66 .. .. 21 2'6 3 '7 9 '9 2'9 4'3 '49 3'2 '61 1'7 29 2'4 2'6 6'6 ':.12 '26 , . 2'1 

1866·67 .. .. 64 7'2 3 1'4 9 '9 2'8 4'7 '64 3'8 '71 2'4 21 1'9 2'4 6'1 '29 '36 .. S· 
1867·68 .. .. 65 8'8 4 2'2 8 '8 2' 3'9 '46 4'1 1'23 2'9 26 2'4 2'6 6'8 '29 '38 .. iI'l 
1868·69 .. .. 39 6'1 6 1'8 11 1'2 1'9 S'6 '34 2-7 '62 2'6 23 1'9 1'8 4" '22 '48 .. 2" 
1869·60 63 9'6' 4 1'6 16 1'9 2'6 4'6 '43 S'1 

. 
'36 l"6 38 2'2 2'1 6'2 '27 '43 2'1 . . .. .. 1860·81 .. .. 79 n·s 4 1'7 19 3'2 1'6 2'8 '4 2'9 '62 2'S, 27 2'9 2'8 8'2 '21 '36 .. 1'9 

1861·62 .. .. 88 17 3 I" 21 4'7 2'S 4'9 '32 2-5 '67 2'8 28 3'3 1'6 4'6 '21 '39 .. 2'1 
1862·68 . , .. 62 23'8 , 1'9 20 6'4 •. , 6'2 '26 2'3 '89 S'7 23 2'2 1'3 4'6 '21 '42 .. Z· 
1863·" .. .. 72 44'7 4 2'1 27 6'8 2 ,. '41 S·3 '63 2-7 22 2'4 1'6 6'9 '3 '6 .. i"6 
1864,66 .. .. 73 40'4 , 1'9 31 7'7 1"6 S'S '38 3'2 '72 2'8 22 2'6 i"t 6'1 '8 '86 .. ·1'6 
1866-68 .. .. 120 48'4 4 2 3. 7"8 1'6 8'6 '42 2-7 '69 2'3 24 2'6 1'4 6'6 '28 '7 .. 2' 
1866·67 .. .. 24 9'4 6 2" 17 "2 '6 1" '28 1'9 '10 '6 6 2'1 1'6 8'4 '24 '86 .. H 
1867,68 '. , , 49 12" 6 2'9 36 8'1 1'2 4'2 '12 '9 '64 S'4 23 2'6 1'7 7' '27 '6. .. 3" 
1868·69 .. .. 94 21" 6 ,8'2 t7 10'8 2'6 6-1 '23 H 1-07 H 26 2-8 1'8 '6'9 '31 '78 .. 2'3 
1869,70 .. .. 68 19'1 8 3'6 37 8'8 8 N '24 1'7 '86 6' 23 2'6 1'6 6'9 '26 '6 .. 2'S 
1870·71 " . .. 42 10'8 7 4'1 36 8'3 3'8 8-6 '2 1'4 .. 4'9 24 2'6 2'1 N '28 '66 .. 2'2 
1871·7:1 .. .. 76 17"2 8 4"T 87 13'8 6'2 12'1 '33 2'0 .. .'8 34 3'6 N 8'. '31 '6 N 
1872·73 .. .. 68 16'9 Ii 8'7 42 Ii'3 2'9 6'9 '47 S'O .. 4' 32 2'9 2'1 8'8 '29 '69 H 2'8 
1878·74 .. .. 62 12'8 10 6'2 41 16-2 "2 8"8 '22 1'2 .. 6' 26 !I'T 3-6 12'4 '86 '71 9·1 2'8 1874,76 .. .. 80 U'S 8 6'6 37 18'6 2'8 I 6'7 '48 2-0 .. 6'4 28 3" 8'1 10'9 '27 '65 9'8 2'9 
1876·16 .. .. 82 16'6 10 10'8 43 16'6 2'6 "7 '4 1'9 1'36 !;-9 30 4'1 2'4 8'9 '29 '68 7'6 2'8 1876·77 .. .. 64 10'7 Ii 12'9 36 14'8 8'1 6'6 '49 2'. '90 "9 27 3'7 1'6 6'2 '23 '6< 7' S'2 
1877·78 .. .. 17 3'6 12 16'7 33 18'6 1'9 3'9 ,tt 2'7 '66 8'. 18 2'9 '8, "7 'IT '63 6-0 2'8 1878-79 .. .. 48 10' 10 Ii 88 16'0 2'9 6'9 '23 1" '39 2'6 26 "2 I'S N '21 -7i H 2'6 
1879·80 .. .. 67 13'2 Ii Ii'6 38 16'8 "9 9'6 '31 1'9 1"87 7"7 28 "3 2'2 9'9 '22 '6. 6'3 2'2 1880,81 .. .. 44 10'2 12 13'7 39 16'2 2'8 6'2 '64 3'3 1'49 7-T 30 H 1'8 10' '47 '88 6'3 2'0 1881081 .. .. 46 9'8 14 16'2 86 18'6 .'9 12'6 '91 6'1 1-47 7'1 36 4'8 1'7 6'6 's '50 0'9 8' 
188:J.~3 .. .. 73 16'. 16 19'8 88 18'6 8'8 N 1'26 7"6 Jo40 6'6 32 6', 1'6 4'6 '16 '29 8'8 S'3, 1883,84 .. .. 78 16'2 .. 18'4 38 14"6 6'8 Ii'7 JofX S'1 il-! 10'8 81 6'9 "2'2 6'2 '17 '311 11'2 " 1884·86 .. .. 66 14'3 13 16'9 36 12'6 4'7 9'6 1'1 6'1 1'86 8'S 37 7-8 1'9 6" '29 '64 13'1 4'8 1886·86 .. .. 41 9'6 16 19'3 tt 13'. .'1 10'6 1'26 6'2 1-82 8'6 3, 7" 1'4 6'8 '97 '68 16'4 4'2 1886·87 .. .. 67 IN 16 19'4 41 16'2 4'3 8'7 1'13 6'7 2'01 9', 43 8'8 1'9 7'1 '28 '49 186 4'8 1887·88 .. .. 78 18' 17 21'3 30 1.'3 4'9 10' 1'18 6'7 2'27 10'6 36 8'1 1'8 6'6 '28 '64 1f'6 "7 1888·89 .. .. 69 16'7 18 21'8 81 18'0 6'6 10'9 1'03 6' l'U g'1 41 8-8 1'9 N 'S6 '70 18'3 4" 1889-90 .. .. 98 26'4 18 20'7 26 16'7 6'1 n'9 1'86 8'6" 1'91 U'9 88 7'1 2-1 8'3 '30 '62 18'0 "6 



1866·68 
1866·67 
1867-68 
1868,69 
1869·60 
186D-61 
1861.62 
1862-63 
1863·" 
1864.66 
1886.66 
1866·67 
1867·68 
1868,69 
1869·70 
187D-71 
1871-72 
1872-73 
1873·74 . 
1874·75 
1876-76 
1876·77 
1877·78 
1878·79 
1879.80 
1880·81 
1881.82 
1882-83 
1883·84 
1884.85 
1886-86 
1886·87 
1887·88 
1888·89 
1889-_90 

Statement .holoing ths 9.uantity and value of the prillCipal MtitZ,. of trade "'ported front Rfld imported into the Madras Pr.,iclBncy by 88a for a .Briel of 
. y ...... (quaflUty and value ars gi •• " in milU .... )-cont. 

• 

y ..... 

.. .. .. 

" 

.. .. 

.. .. .. 

.. ... 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

. ' .. 

0iIa. 
Cocoanuto 

aDd kemell. 
Ooir, Jill'll and 

rope. Tobucco. Ootton piece
goode. 

Importl. 

Cotton twiet. Paddy. Rice. lIeta1 •• 

Quan· Quan. Qu.... V Qu .. • V Quan· 
tity. 

Value. 'ity. ...0. ,tity. w.o. tity. • ne. tity, Q.a.· F." Quan· V-' Quan· V 1 Qua.· 

--1---1---
U H U ~ " " W 22 

tity, Vlllue'tity, Value, tity, 111... tity. a1 ••. 

-3-1-1--
8
-
2
-11--

33
- --;- -3-6-~ ~ 38 89 

GAL8. 
2-8 
2'6 
1'8 
2'7 
2'4 
2'6 
1'8 
2'8 
S'8 
2'8 
1'6 
\'1 
\'8 
2'8 
2-8 
1'9 
,-2 ,. 
2'S' 
2'8 
3'1 
3'9 
2'4 
2-7 
3'8 
S-8 
3'6 
2'9 
,'I 
"9 
3'9 
3'7 
4'2 ,.g 
,.g 

KO. 

.. 

.. 

BI. 
'8 
.g 
'7 
'S 

1'\ 
1'9 
3' 
3'8 
3'6 
3'8 
2'1 
2'6 ' 
3'2 
3-' 
3'2 
2'2 
3,8 
3" 
2'7 
8'2 
1'2-
1'4-
1-2-
1'6" 
1'7" 
S'8 
2'9 
2'8 
3-6 
3-S 
3'2 
2'9 
3-9 
N 
8'7 

OWT, 
'12 
'14 
'\6 
'II 
'\7 
'\8 
'18 
'18 
'~I 
'18 
'13 
'18 
'19 
'26 
"25 . 
'\8 
'\9 
'24 
'24 
'26 
'26 
'29 
'29 
'3 
'24 
'23 
'S2 
'32 
'32 

, 'S8 
'36 
'36 
'32 
'36 
'43. 

LB, 

2' 
2' 
3' 
3' 
2' 
2' 
2' 
6' 
3' 
4' 
3' 
2' 
S' 
3' 
a-
3' 

" 3' • 
4' 
6' 
6' 
6' 
6' 
6' 
7' 
7' 
8' 
7' 
7' 
7' 
7' . 
8' 
9' 

\0' 
8' 

IU!. 
.2 
.2 
'3 
-3 
-2 
'I 
'1 
'3 
'3 
'6 
'6 
'8 
" 
" 
'6 
'4 
'6 
'8 
'8 
'8 
'7 

I' 
\.\ 
\'\ 
1'1 
\'8 
1'3 
1'4 
1'4 
1'6 
1'3 
1'4 
1'6 
2'1 
1'7 

YDI. 
'3 
'6 

\'2 
2.7 
9'9 

42'\ 
67-9 
66'9 
71,g 
94'6 
93-8 
86-8 
96'6 
79' 
88'6 
87'3 
7N 
68-6 
86'9 

ION 
110'8 
\28'7 
130'7 
147-9 
12N 
177-8 
139-3 
178' 

, \89'1 

DB, 
2,8 
2-9 
3-8 
4'4 
4-9 
6-l 
6-2 
6-4 

10-1 
9-6 

11'2 
10'2 
12' 
13'6 
12'6 
16' 

-18-3 
14'1 
16-7' 

.13-6 
14'3 
14'3 
11'4 
10'6 
13'3 
16-7 
16'9 
20'2 
20'4 
2N 
18-4 
26'3 
22'1 
26'4 
26'8 

" Porticulara of kernola 1101 available for th ... y ..... 

LB, 
3'9 
"2 
3'6 
6-1 
N 
7' 
6'2 
4' 
7' 
0'4 
8'6 
7'2 
9'2 

10'\ 
11'7 
12'9 
n'7 
l4'3 
13'2 
1f'1 
i6' 
\6'6 
\4'2 
\4'l 
\6-6 
20'!I 
\7'9 

. 23'6 
\9'7 
22'9 
20'3 
2\'6 
21'1 

, 23'3 
2\'6 

BII, 
2'3 
2'3 
2'\ 
S'5 
4'1 
3'9 
3'8 
2'6 
4'5 
6'2 
7'2 
7'9 
8'3 
9'\ 
9'3 

\0'4 
9'5 

10'7 
\0'4 
10'9 
12'4 
U'3 
9'8 
9,6 

\2' 
\4'6 
12' 
16' 
\3'7 
\4'8 
\2-6 
\3'9 
\3'S 
16'4 
1i'7, 

ow., 
'03 
'ill 
'2\ 
'37 
'24 
'29 
;34 
'27 
'37 
'29 
'49 
'48 
'66 
-63 
'&4 
'84 
'29 
'83 
'64 
'80 
'79 

H\ 
2'22 
1'87 
l'1 
'44 
'7\ 
'76 
'63 
'89 

i'37 
'63 
'66 
'36 
'49 

BI, 
'04 
'36 
'3. 

, '73 
'4\ 
'66 
'12 
'66 
'SO 
'61 

1-27 
\-39 
H2 
1'37 
1-68 
'7\ 
'60 
'74 

1-27 
2'02 
2'u2 
3'7\ 
1-82 
6'99 
3'08 
'97 

\'22 
1-27 
'99 

\'66 
2'86 
\'06 
'99 
'62 
'98 

"""', 
'63 
'43 
'28 
'18 
_U 
'21 
'67 
'93 

1-04 
\'06 
'64 
'!l7 
'36 
'62 
'94 
'@3 
'13 
'86 
'66 
'37 
'41 

6' 
9'2\ 
2-4g 
-6\ 
'80 

\'63 
1-68 
2'02 

'99 
\'80 
\'28 
i'48 
'98 
'82 

, 

BII, 
2'06 
\'22 
'82 
'66 
'37 
·f6 

2'U 
3-20 
3'86 
H8 
2,6\ 
1-46 
1-64 
2'\3 
8-79 
!I·98 
2'62 
3'11 
!I'04 
l'38 
1-66 

82'76 
66-4i1 
18'7\ 
2'78 
2'76 
6'21 
6'28 
6'29 
3'64 
4'93 
"76 
6-67 
8'67 
3'34 

CWT, 

.. 

.. 
'43 
'86 
'4\ 
'26 
'36 
'61 
'37 
'37 
'66 
'49 
'611 
'46 
'63 
'69 
'6 

DB; 
1'08 
\'&9 
\'9\ 
2'43 
2'28 
3'03 
3'U 
2'33 
3'37 
8'76 
8'18 
8'03 
.'01 
4'S3 
"67 
S'98 
8'22 
2'71 
S'\3 

'11'69 
.'99 
,'82 
4'49 
S'13 
8'66 
4'70 
8'83 
4'28 
6'69 
6'03 
6'6\ 
6'17 
6'42 
4'72 
0'78 

"" < 
~, 

~, 



, 
(d, )-Staum.nt 'wing tAl traffic ~V Rail and 6V Canal of tlol Madra. P",idlncv flJit" .t"". B,..~j.A PrOfJi ..... , A-.... A Tmtorg, Nuti •• Statu IJJI<l In. .CM'.! S".-port TOfIJnI 

. .... 1889-90 (in Milli .... of Indian Mauna. and in Mm ..... oJ RtI1J ... ), 
• ,,n Rail-borne external trade, Rail-borne internal trade, 

Importa into I Exporll fro", i~ ~i 
j " 

!. 

i* ~ j! 1: ~! Iill' Articl ... 0 

t· 
G 

1 :!!J] , t 
!J] j .G 'fi ' ... 

!~ - G 

b~ i .. - - I ~ ~l'<r ~j !'la Jl 0-9 J1 B 

i 3 il1 U ~ j i ~ ! !!! e ~n .~ 
;: "d 0 <l.8 ~ Eo ::01 

IN. IIDII. 1Jf. 1ID8. IX. IID8. m. 01. Uf. IIDB. Uf. os. Ill. lIDS. IN. liDS. IN. liD .. ~lH. MDa. Uf. liD'; .... 
Ooel""dcoko ,. .. .. .. '04 '04 'Oi '86 '88 '4 '04 ," '8~ .. '08 .. 
Cotton, raw .. .. .. .. '07 '06 . '18 'Of '04 '04 '87 '91 1'08 ' '64 'IS .. 
Colton, manufaclurod .. .. .. '04 '01 '06 'OS '07 'Ii '6 '06 '66 '78 '07 1'71 
Drngo and c:homicala .. .. .. .. '06 '06 'II 'II .. -Oil .. .. .. .. .. 
Dr .. and \an.I .. .. .. .. '06 '07 -18 -08 -01 '04 '14 '17 -t1 '68 -I -19 
Grain and pulBo .. .. .. .. 1'66 '81 1-86 '86 -08 '88 11'96 8-16 6-11 8-86 H 2'84 
Hid .. and olriOB .. .. .. .. '06 '116 -82 .. '01 '01 '12 '17 • '29 -6i '01 -If 
Jute .. .. , - .. .. .. 'll8 .. -08 '02 -08 • '06 -18 -Oil 'II '28 ,II .. 
Liquoro .. .. .. .. .. -08 .. '08 -08 '04 '07 '06 '08 -09 '19 .. '06 
JoIoIaIe .. .. .. .. .. '08 -01 '04 '02 '18 '16 -67 '06 -62 '81 '08 '18 

-oi • iI'li Oils .. .. .. .. .. .. '01 .. '01 '06 -06 '16 -29 '89 -46 } H7{ OU~ .. .. .. .. .. -n , -18 '40 '08 'Oil '10 '86 11'07 2-49 11'98 6'68 
Proviaiolll _. .. •• .. .. '-07 '19 '116 -il6 -Oil '118 '62 -86 N7 11'01 .. -118 
IJaII .. .. .. .. .. .. 'Oil .. 'llil -11 '27 -88 2'46 . - lI,t8 11'86 11'118 '01 
Spi08l .. .. .. .. .. '08 ·01 '09 '06 '01 '07 '84 'II -t6 '62 .. -81 
Stouo and limo .. .. .. .. .. '01 '01 '04 '01 '06 '09 2'41 11-6 2-66 .. .. 
Sugar •• .. .. .. .. .. -I -06, -Ii -It .. 'It '6 '76 1-86 1-66 '46 '08 
Tobacoo , .. -' .. .. .. .. .. .. 'll7 .. -07 'II '06 '17 -lit '17 -17 
Other ...tiel .. .. .. ., .. -It -07 'iU Ht '18 Nil 8'U 1'68 11'78 4'tl 10'68 7-16 - ----Total •• 11'6 ·1'l8 8'78 8'07 1'lIt 4'81 10'86 111'9 28'78 81'86 Ill'" 111-6 

.... 
" <I =: 
~ . 



bill: 

(e,)-Sta.tetl ..... i showing the /Iverage pM. in Madras of the .tuple comlllodities of trade, -
Artiol .. , 18U"8'1 1849-U,/180'-S8, 1859-63,1 1864-68, 1869-73,/1874-76, 

Import., lUI, u, .. , B., .. , BI, BI, 

Bhirtingt. per piece •• .. , , 6'88 6'16 1'iI5 7"87 12'18 8'H 6'06 
Grey shimogo, per 8t Ib, " ' " 

, , • " " " 9'66 6'12 6'36 
II we twist, No. 40, per bQlldle. . . . 2'81 2'64 2'8 S'94 6'74 3'69 3'24 
ivrkeb' red, N 01. 40 to 60, pel' bundle of 

12 I, " " " " " 16'46 13'62 14'5 " '. .. .. 
T~rokiL. re~ ,NOS. ~.o to 6~: per ~~d1e ~~ 16'22 

':28 
.. 21'87 22'28 17'7 16'94 

Orange, NOli. 40 to 60, per bundle .. .. 8' ·6'68 4'9 4'6' 
Do. N08. 30 to 60, do. ., .. S'72 8'78 8'62 .. .. .. 

Oopper ilheathing, 16 to 32 08" per 
\66-8 candy •• .. ., •• _ •. 268'66 821'8 276'7 249'86 212' 

Copper Iheathing, per oandy .. .. 266'42 
Iron, aaaorted, per candy .. .. 23'69 19'8 80'8 22'14 21'6S 2S'28 .. 

Du. spelter, do. .. .. .. 63'48 42'8 7H6 67'16 82'4 6S'6 .. 
Bsport., 

Hides, bu1!alo, per 100 .• .. .. 66'6 42'26 68'76 60' 93'86 133'76 
Indigo, ordinary, per mauud .. .. .. 82' 39'9 46'06 61'7 60'76 40' 

Do, good .. .. .. .. 
49"35 

80'S7 46'25 61'. 62'S6 6S'31 
Sugar, per candy •• .. .. .. 33' 28'63 27'37 36'9 83'97 21'42 
Linseed, per oandy .. .. .. 1S'2 12'87 22'37 19'31 26' 24'3 
Rioe, per ga.roe •• .. .. . . 209' 109'1 246' 804' 860'6 296' 832'6 

RaJlAllK8.-Taken roughly, it will be 8een that the' nom;nal prices of the artiolell of import in 1874-76 are about tho 
lame &I in 1860. From Mr. O'Oonor's repot't on the trade of Indi&for 1890-91, it appears thtLt the.pricea of staple import. 
at Calcutta luwe fallen since 18i3 as shown below, taking the prices in 1878 to be repreaented by 100. 

)! & ..... 

"". J 
March .. 
J .nuar,y .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 
Auguot 

1878 
1874 
1876 
1876 
1877 
1878 
18i9 
1880 
1881 
1882 
1883 
1884 
188. 
1886 
1887 
1888 
1889 
1890 
1891 
1891 

--

.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . .. , . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 

Mul. Twlot, 
Grey Copper Iron, fla.t ahlrtjngs, Total, 
8~ lb. White, Turkey red, sheathing. . bolt, &0. 

No. '0. No. 4:0. 

100 100 100 100 100 600 
97 92 108 96 108 498 
86 92 102 103 93 478 
86 91t 92 99 79 448 
78 90 86 92 67" 412 
73 78 87 86 60 384 
78 76 78 80 66 366 
81 84 76 88 73 896 
82 82 69 81 66 870 
78 84 89 89 71 391 
82 74 64 80 80 360 
76 74 82 77 82 a.o 
76 72 68 Sf 64 324 
84 67 .7 67 60 316 
81 62 .7 65 53 318 
79 75 69 90 61 864 
81 76 &7 98 86 376 
76 H ,67 69 79 366 
7. 70 66 71 62 838 
76 66 67 76 61 336 

~ 

Information regarding vanlltiOJ18 in the lIadraa prioee is not available, but there ill little doubt that pricee in 
M.adras have fallen in a.bout the same proportiona &B in Cwcutta. 

44 



(f.)-Statement .Mwing the value oj C6Ttain a,·tkle, oj eftpOTtand impoTt deduced from I"e declared value. of the arti.le. entSTell in the Bea.bome tr/Jde relurn. 
of the Madratl Pr •• ideflcy. 

Rice and P.ddy-Exporll. I Coco.nuta and Kamela ~E.porll. Colton Twilt-Imperll. , 
V",,". Vslue of Value 01 Number of Value of 

rioeper paddy per Rt.te ole.port duty. cocoanut. kernels per Rt.te 01 export duty. value-j Rate 0,1 duty. 
owt. owt. per rupee. owt. Rupee per lb. 

,... ll •• M. 

1855·58 .. .. . . 2'0' 1-13 ., .. 7. 3'92 '" . '617 
!866·67 .. . . .. 2'12 1'26 " .. 76 3'94, .... '639 
1867·68 .. .. .. 2'17 1'29 . ... 76 '99 .... '612 
1868·69 .. .. .. 2'38 1'93 .... . 7. ,S'97 .... '678 ' 14th March 1869 to 11th March 1880-, Ii per oent. QIl tltUfWfm. 
J 859·80 .. .. " 2-41 I-51 2 anna. per maund of S2t lb. 78 3'08 8 per cent. (ad •• 1", .. ) .. ·5a. 
1880-81 .. .. .. 2'21 1'69 Do. do. ," 66 6'21 Do. do. .. '662 12th March 1860 to 2204 April 1862-'-

1861·62 1'85 Do. dn. 89 8'88 Do. do. '818 
10 per cent. .. .. .. 3'01 .. .. 

1862·63 .. .. .. 3'60 1'93 Do. do. .. 40 8'77 Do. do. .. '842 23rd April 1882 to 9th March 1882-3. 

1863." 3'21 Do. do. 40 7-93 Do. do. '649 
per cent. .. .. .. I'OQ .. .. 

1864·66 .. .. .. "19 2'91 Do. do. 39 8'22 Do. do. .. '962 From lOth March 1882-free. 
1866·66 .. .. .. 4'66 2-47 3 annae per < m'.und (12ib 36 10'31 Do. do. .. 1'097 

April to 14th July 1866). 
) r 2 arull" per maund (15th 

J Diy 1866 to 6th Much ~ Do. do. \'096 1868·67 .. .. .. 6'64 2'69< 1867). .. 12'98 .. 
l a annaa pel maund from 6th J March 1867. 

'do. 1867·68 .. .. .. 4'01 2'S9 Vo. .. ," .. Free from 6th March 1887 .. '908 
1868·69 .. .. .. 3'92 2'48 Do. do. .. 89 10'10 . ... • '907 
18~9·70 .. .. .. ,. 2'f6 Jlo. do. .. 3. 16'69 .... '793 
1870·71 .. .. .. 3'82 1'99 Do. do. .. 36 \0'76 · ... '808 
1871·72, .. .. .. 3'16 l'U Do. do. .. 40, 8'72 .... '809 
1872·78 .. .. .. 4'07 2'03 Do. d •• .. ,S 7-28 .... '760 
1873·74' .. .. .. 3-67 2'04 Do. do. .. 43 9'18 . ... '786 
1874.76 .. .. .. 3-67 2'42 Do. do. .. 46 8'62 .... '769 
1875·76 .. .. ' .. 8'63 2'36 Do. do. .. 41 1 '" . '773 
1876·77 .. .. .. 4'02 2'38 Do. do. .. 41 I Part;;. 1 . ... '688 
1877·78 .. .. .. 6'74 8'88 Do. do. .. 32 > oulan ., .. '691 
1878·79 .. .. .. 669 3'48 Do. do. .. 29 J not I . .... '673 
1.79.80 .. .. .. 4'66 2'64 Do. do. .. 44 avail.ble l .. .. '731 
lIi80-81 .. .. .. 3'64 1'86 Do. do. .. • 48 8'46 .. .. '721 
1881·82 .. .. .. 8'22 1'84 Do, do. .. 47 S'27 . .... '622 
1882·88 .. .. .. 2'96 )'80 Do. ~ .. .. 41 10'14 " .. '637 
1883-84 .. .. .. 2'90 1'86 Do. o • .. 36 10'82 . ... '695 
1884·86 .. .. .. 8'46 2'\7 Do. do. .. 46 8'40 . ... '646 
1886·86 .. .. .. 4'06 2·16 Do, do. .. 40 9'01 . ... '622 
1886-87 .. .. .. 8'V6 1'89 Do. do. .. 42 9'46 · ... '643 
1887-88 .. .. .. S'SO 1-90 Do. do. .. 40 9'95 . ... '637 
1888.89 .. .. .. 8'73 1'96 Do. do. .. 4a 8'60 · ... '666 
1889·90 .. .. .. 3'94 2'U8 Do. do. .. 43 9'27 '" . '683 . 

. 



!xxi 

- (g.)-Sta.temenl .llOlOing the net imports of Gold amll Sil.er into India for a '8r"" of ysar. 
_ (III Million t). 

Net imports. Nellmp_. 
y ..... yu. 

Gold. I sn_., I Total. l Gold. Isn .... Total. 

lR3t~36 .. . . . . . . . . 1'8 1866·66 . . .. . . 6'7 18'7 U,~ 

1835 .. 36 .. ,. . . .. .. 2'1 1866-67 .. .. .. S'8 7'0 10'8 
1836-37 .. .. .. .. .. 1'8 1867-68 .. .. .. - "6 6'8 10'2 
1837-38 .. .. .. .. .. 2'8 1866-6~ t • .. .. 6'2 8'6 13'8 
1838·39 .. .. .. .. .. 2-6 1"69·70 .. .. .. 6'6' 7'S 12,9 
)839--40 .. .. .. .. .. • 1'6 1870.71 .. .. .. 2'3 0'0 3'2 
18fo-.u .. .. .. .. .. ... 1871·72 .. .. .. S'6 6'6 10'1 
1841-42 .. .. .. " 

.. 1'7 1872-73 .. .. .. 2'6 0'7 S'2 
1842-43 .. .. .. .. .. 3'2 1873·14 .. .. .. 1'4 2'6 8'9 
1843-44 .. .. .. .. .. 3'8 187t-76 .. ., .. 1'9 4'6 6'6 
18<4,46 .. .. .. .. .. 3'1 
1846-46 .. .. .. .. 

'j'4 
1'9 Total .. 03'0 174'6 267'6, 

1846-47 . , .. .. 0'8 2'2 
1847~t8 .. .. .. 1'0 - 0'6 0'6 1876·76 .. .. .. 1'6 1'6 3'1 
184849 .. .. .. 1" 0'3 1'7 1876-77 .. .. .. 0'2 7'2 7'4, 
1849·.0 .. .. .. 1'1 1'3 2'4 1877·78 .. .. .. 0'6 14'7 16'2 --- 1878·79 .. .. .. - 0'0 4'0 8-l 

Total I. .. .. Sf 1879·80 .. .. .. 1'8 7-8 0'8 --- 1880·81 .. .. .. 3'6 3'9 7'6 
18.0.61 .. .. .. 1'2 2'1 S'3 ' 1881·82 .. .. .. "9 6'3 10'2 
18,U-52 .. .. .. 1'2 2'9 "I 1882·88 .. .. .. 4'9 N 12'4 
1852-63 .. . . .. 1'2 "6 0'8 1883-84 .. .. .. 0'6 6" 11'9 
1853-64 .. .. .. 1'1 2'3 3" 188.·86 .. .. .. 4'7 7'2 U'O 
1864-66 .. .. .. 0'7 0'7 1886-88 .. .. .. 2,8 U'8 14', 
1869·1)6 .. .. .. 2'6 8'2 10'7 1886,87 .. .. .. 2'1 7'2 0'3 
1866·67 .. .. .. 2'1 11'1 13'2 1887·88 .. .. .. 3'0 0'2 12'2 
1857·6~ .. .. .. 2'8 12'2 16'0 188889 .. .. .. 2'8 9'3 12'1 
181)8-&9 .. .. ,', 1'8 12'2 1880·00 .. .. .. 4'8 11'0 16'6 
1859·60 .. .. 4,3 11'1 16'4 -
1860·61 .. .. .. 4'2 6'3, 9'6 Total .. 42 118'9 166'9 
]861-62 .. .. .. 6'2 g'l 14'S 
1862-63 .. .. .. 6'8 12'6 Ig'4 1890-01 .. .. .. . -6'6 14'2 19'8 
IH63-64 .. .. .. 8'9 12'8 21'7 
1864·66 .. .. .. 9'8 10'1 10'0 Grand Total from 1860.61 .. 140'6 802'7 '4S'3 

(h.)-Stat.", .... t .horcirig the flumber of FtlJJtO";"B in the ]J[adrtZIJ PresitlmwV in 1889.90 . 

. 

Nat .... of lnduatry. 

o ot.ton miUa 
.team .. 

utemiUs .. J 
B rewt)riel •• 

worked .. 
.. 

Boue cl'UIhing factories 
ffee wora .. 

by 
.. 
.. .. .. .. Co 

c.m ent works. 
Cotton pressill a~d w~;.: 

ing establishments (other 
than .nUl) .. .. 

Flour milll .. .. 
Ice laotorie. .. .. 
Indigo factoriea .. .. 
Indigo vat. •• • • • 
Iron and bra. foundriu .. 
Mineral aud mmted water 

fBCltoriei •• .. .. 
(~il miUa .. . , 
Rice milia •• .. .. 
Rope worb .. .. 

• = .... 
~ ~ .. e= .. 
~ iI ,; 
~ ,S 

Iil' 
"a ~ 0 _0 

~::i 
'ai1: 

i ,~~ l~ 
:z;S 0'_ 

:z; :z; .. , 
8 61,00,600 1.69JI2~ 

1 .. 1,648 
2 .. .. 

' 6 .. .. 
28 .. .. 
1 .. .. 

U .. .. 
1 .. .. 
:I .. .. 
6 .. .. 

6,893 .. .. 
6 .. .. 

1:1 .. .. 
17 .. 
1 1,11,600 .. 
4 .. .. 

Average doily 
number of Annual ouitUI'D • persona em-

ployed. 

~ - 11 --
It. Quantity. Value, m-

~~ ' ..... -

~,S 

B •• 

6,647 .. 1,81,062 owts, of .. 
cotton worked up. 

71l •• 38,266 owl of jute. .. .. .. 4,47,404 ga.llODl •• 

6368 
160 tons .. •• 7,287 

t,4!9 .. Lb. 18,506,466 .. 9,834,449 
198 233 Cwt.60,000 .. 1,20,000 

1,120 1,929 Lb. 9&,726,&31, .. 
,arda 2,23,860. 

20 .. 
T .... 87i" 

16,000 
84 20 .. 46.369 
27 68" ltlaunda 158 .. 34,775 

863- 88,226 .. 47.762 .. 60,88,968 
340 .. Owta, 12,061 .. 1,11,818 

114 20 80,3A6 bott181 .. 66,162 
780 Cwta. 90,463 .. 10,10,482 .. 60 Cwt,61,86. 64,600 
61 116 Lb •. 1,78.767, 1,200 to .1,000 

1,800 balea or coir 
yarn and Ilbre. and 
1,098 rolll 01 ooir 
mattin(;. 

Silk 81aturee 
'Ilga.r factoriea S 

T 
T 
T 

.. .. .. 1 96,000 .. 6 .. .. 60 Lb. 1,920 .. n,no 
OuttUI'D of ollly .. 1,318 746 Om, 27,022 .. 371,268 

two faetoriea. 
anneries .• .. .. 7 .. .. 606 20 Owl, 1S,836 .. 11,'6,644 
imber milll 3 . " .. .. 126 .. .. 90,700 
obacco fnnD.I a~d fac~ 

11
•
203 

, 
90,119,992 cigars. 4U 71~,110 nee .. .. .. .. .. 

• Alao 1,032,24-" lb. ofc1nchcma, caJdamoml. pepper, gmger. &0., val.ed at Re, 6,"8,946. 
lfoTB.-Thia statement C&DDot be oonaidered eomplete or Itrietly aecurate, 



(E. )-TaMation. 

(fl.. )-Statement errllibiting too grOfl)t/i of Revenue' orl Ttization from 1800·01 in ,tke JJ[adrfJ8 Pre8idencII· 

Slate llBvenue or Tuation. 

Tobacco Income, Total, ToW 
Official yeon. Momrpha 

Abk'ri mon~oly Custom. S.lt Ii ...... u:oluding 
MiaoeIJano. inuluru:s:g 

Laud or tax OD. fal'Dll a.nd inMabar and land Slaml'" and 
mi,eellane- milcellane-

revenue. trade., um..e. and transit. 
l'Oooipte. 8IIe18ed on., OUI. 

OUS, oolumn. 
boUBel, &a. oolumnl2 

Oanarr.. tax ... to 9. 
10 and II. 

I 2 a 4 6 8 7 8 9 10 11 12 
. 

, --v - . 
1800:00. 

oS oS oS oS oS oS ;8 oS 
., .. •• .. .. .. .. 2,468,777 194,836 19,362 .. .. 2,872,864 867,304 3,640,288 

1801·02 .. .. .. .. · . . . .. 3,816,861 812,493 20,9311 . . . . 4:,149,276 ft80,633 ',a9,609 
1802-03 .. .. .. . . .. .. .. ',014,204 349,227 31,797 .. . . ',395,228 329,676 4,72',904 
1803·04 . . .. .. .. .. .. .. 3,909,792 896,367 27,768 .. . . ',332,92f 318,817 4,661,744 

1804-06 .. .. . . . . ., .. .. 3,989,892 6U,I07 89,771 .. .. 4,673,770 823,370 4,897,lfO 

1806·06 .. •• .. . . .. .. .. t,U6,9i1 86~,481 186,897 . . .' . 4,686,8]9 829,lH 6,014,493 

1806-07 .. .. .. . . , . .. .. 3,803,60ff 266,061 216,848 .. .. ',276,416 327,306 ',602,7jl 
1807·08 .. .. .. .. · , .. .. 4,043,188 246.837 268,990 .. .. ',648,016 879.60t 4,927,619 

1808-09 .. .'. .. .. .. .. .. ',047,014 298,946 262,103 
iil.216 

.. 4,608,763 869.668 4,968,321 

1809.10 .. .. .. .. .', .. .. 4,164,081 888.763 278.640 ' .. '.838.689 Q4.602 6,873,191 

'- --
A .... ge, 1_ Deoad ... 3,889.326 838,311 134.180 12,216 .. '.308.837 43t,9H 4,142.991 

- --- -- ------
~ 
" ~ . ... 

1810·1\ .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 8,988,023 t23,170 339,610 28.679 .. 4,779,.82 .69,094, 6,238,1)76 
'1811·12 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 8,901,338 436,632 342,693 26,147 .. .. ,706,610 469.107 6,166.717 
1812·13 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 8,966,047 468.720 370,643 19,196 .. .,824,ebo '66,621 6,291,127 
1813.14 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 3,086,489 472,276 338,321 81,666 .. ',823,642 473.H6 6.2~7.088 

1814-16 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 3,889,666 641.286 813.388 SS,fi30 .. 1,783,059 639,106 6.322.164 
1816·16 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 8,609,668 614,300 312,666 40,1A6 .. ',f70,78o 629,318 6,108,107 
1816.l7 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 3,826,107 619,067 296,716 88,168 .. ',679,068 681,162 6,360,220 
1817·18 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 8,866,433 606.660 29fi,911 47,'" .. 4,706,46' 674,863 6,381,30-1 
1818·19 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 8,790.'10 607.716 866,680 46.607 .. ',7IO,SIS 661.110 6.361.432 
1819-20 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 3,791,931 638,669 868.627 61.910 .. 4,746,136 660.868 6,'07,O(K - ------

A ..... g •• 2nd Daoada ,. 8,861,600 ~91.839 332.416 37,860 .. ',728,616 668,669 6,292,174 - -182Q.2\ .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 8,738,460 670.667 318,766 0»,243 .. 4,686,026 718,481 6,408,508 
1821·22 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. S,708,4M 680.769 864-,087 64,744 .. '.768,004 789,026 6,667,029 
1822>-23 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 3,769,369 624,888 336,006 64-,613 .. 4,794,176 790,436 6,686,210 
1823-2. .. .. 8,741,100 

. 
673,790 866,330 62.S40 4.733,063 766;202 6,498,166 .. .. .. .. .. .. 

1824·25 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 3,166,212 636.810 827,719 6'l,640 .. .,692,181 748,362 6, .... 0.743 
1820·26 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 8,978.682 667.609 860,397 61.604 .. 4,967,182 167.783 6,714,916 
1826·27 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 3,699,3U: 6"6,818 830,839 66,907 .. 4,1'32,878 1,378.806 6,981,681 
1827·:\8 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 8,806,228 666.729 346.192 66.260 .. 4,674,.07 778,421 6,347,828 

'- -v 

'I 1828·29 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 3,649,012 14,487 810,M8 '04,flO 66,638 .. 4.794.$fi1 780,492 0,676,049 
18»9·30 .. .. .. .. • • .. .. 3,022,100 71.208 690,726 teO.630 62,870 . . 4,706,434 709.163 6,416,687 

, . - -
A 1'8l8g8, 8rd Decade •• 8,731,267 680.772 880.827 60,066 .. 4,733,920 821,111 6.662,.931 

, :Non.-TbIo.~ 'f"9"O indioatQ that either the. item did not e.ist or that .eparate information Uo not obtainable. ,_ .. , .. ,.-., .... _ .' ._. --" '- ..... "",. --., .. """'"".~<y-- .~- ..... _,." .. -.. .-... _or' _"'_,___... 



... ... 

, 

J800-OJ 
1801·02 
1802-03 
1803·04 
1804·06 
J806-06 
1806-07 
1807·08 

,::g~~~ 

mD-II 
1811·12 
1812-13 
1813·14 
1814·16 
1816·16 
1816-17 
1817-18 
1818·19 
1811).20 

1820.21 
i821·22 
1822-23 
1823·24 
1824·26 
1826·26 
1826·27 
1827·28 

1828·29 
1829·30 

, 

.. ,. .. .. .. .. .. .. 
,. .. 
·c .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 

.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 
.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 
.. .. .. .. 

StaUment ""MUting tke grf)llJth of BetJ81ltlS Of" TtWation from 1800.01 in the 11fadrll8 Presidency-oont, 
• , 

Other, than State Revenue or TuatiOD. I Grand Total. 

. Population 
againat the 

Total, Excluding Including yeare or Remorb. ViIIlIge Local !uucla, Local fundi!, Municipal miace1laneoUl, miscellaneous, date of 
Offiaia\ yeora. columna lateot infor· service fund. gonecaI. speaia\. t&xation. 13 to 16, columns oolumna mauon. 10 and 17. 12 and 17. 

• , 13 14 16 16 17 18 19 20 21 

/I /I /I .s /I .s /I . . .. .. .. .. .. · . .. .. .. 2,672,964 8.640,268 .. , . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 4,U9,276 4,729,609 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . .. .. 4,396,228 4,724,904 .. .. .. . ... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 4,332,927 4,6tH,7U .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 4,673,770 4,897,140 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. · . .. .. 4,686,319 6,014,493 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . 4,276,416 4,602,721 , . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 4,648,016 4,927,619 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 4,608,,763 ',968,321 • .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 4,838,689 6,373,191 .. - ------Average, 1st Decade .. .. .. .. .. .. 4,808,337 4,742,991 .. . - -----------------------.. .. .. .. .. .. · . .. .. .. 4,779,482 6,238,676 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 4.706,610 .. li,U6,717 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. · , .. .. .. 4,824,606 6,291,127 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ., .. 4,823,642 6,297,088 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 4,,83,069 6,322,164 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 4,476,789 6,106,107 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 4.679,068 0,360,220 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 4.706,464 6,381,307 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. , .. .. 4,710,313 6,361,432 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 4,746,136 6,407,004 .. . -----Average, Snd Decade ' .. .. .. .- .. .. 4,723,616 4 6,292,174 .. --------, ------'-, .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 4,685,026 6,403,606 .. .. .. .. ", .. .. .. .. .. .. .,768,004 . 6,667,029 , ... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. 4,79(,776 6,686,210 (.) 13,476,928 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . 4,783,663 6,498,766 .. .. .. .. . . .. .. .. .. .. .. 4,692,381 0,440,748 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 4,967,182 6,714,916 , . . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. -, 4,632,876 6,981,681 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 4,6U,407 6,347,828 .. 
, 4,794,667 6J676~049 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. , 

4,706,434- 6,416,687 .. .. .. " . .. .. .. .. . ----A. verage, 3rd Deoade •• .. , .. .. .. .. 4,783,920 6,062,031 .. 
, 

(0) Aooordiug to Ceuoue taken in thie y.... .. , 
N o.,..~Tho blauk opacea indi .. te that either the item did Dot .. iot or that iep .... teil4ormatioD ill Dot 'obtainable. 



8ttitemB,.l e:t1lihifing the gr(Jl()th of RetlenU6 01' T--'tUmjrom 1800-01 in the lIladrfl8 Preea'tkncg-oont. 

State Revenue or Taation. 

Ofllci&l;y ...... Moturpba Tobacco Inaome, Total, Total, . Abkiri monopoly Cnstoms lioense excluding inoludiDI Land or tax on Salt ' mUceUane .. Miaeen.ne. 
revenue. tradel, farm8 aqd. in Mala.ba.r nnd land receipt.. Stamp •• and milcellane-

excise. and tranait. .......d oua, one. OU', columna . - boUle .. .to. Danam. tu.us . columna 2 10 and 11. , to 9. 

1 2 3 4 6 '8 7 8 9 10 11 12 

• , - . ... -. oJ 

U3~8641 4l 4l 4l • B .s .s .s 4l 4l 4l 
!l.830.31 .. .. .. .. .. -.. .. .8,460,329 1 66,503 581,516 48,610 .. 4,600,822 761,488 6,368,260 
1831·32 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 3,262,1l1 A 63,049 455,689 366,816 39,236 .. 4,165,901 806,230 4,472,131 
U32-33 . - .. . - .. .. .. .- '2,940,703 3 ~~;a::2 65,177 419,072 333,360 88,673 . . 3,796.985 811,076 4,108,061 
.1833·8i .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 8,176,708 I f I 68,879 382,885 372,416 36,120 .. 4,036,008 822,199 4,368,207 
1834·86 .. . , .. .. .. . . .. 3,256,865 J 68,918 420,130 376,i08 40,001 .. ',162,807 317,718 4,4biO,026 

I 
.io.-___ , 

'183li·36 .. .. .- .. .. .. .. 3,297,602 100,255 167,294 7a,380 419,076 853,&i8 42,116 .. 4,463,671 146,690 4,699,261 
~836·31 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 2,893,849 96,908 170,733 76,531 469,446 37~,892 46,4-66 .. 4-,124-.824- 4-93.4-86 4,618,309 
1837·38 .. .. .-. .. .. .. .. 8,149,782 103,468 178,020 80,132 406,679 319,207 4-6,443 .. 4,34-3,331 476,469 4,819,890 
1888·39 . -. .. .. . -. . . .. .-, 8,237,301 10i,769 184,667 82,334- 407,206 ",02,953 48,201 .. ',467,4-11 '86,659 ',963,070 
·1839·40 .. .. .. 

A'~'4~D~ •• -{ 

3,226,600 102,208 232,662 8i,686 410,287 S98,868 48,386 . .. 4,602,477 474,138 4,976,GIG -- -
3,160,827 101,619 186,661 72,908 . } . .- ...- 487,099 378,962 43,226 .. f,2G6,364 f09,009 ',674,38' 

8,406,078 

102,482 
1---

ot840.41 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 8,279,085 188,433 82,71,4 427,636 378,062 49,982 .. 4,608,413 466,226 4,974,689 
1841·42 .-. .. .. .. .. .. .. 8,294,696 104,086 194,364: 81,137 416,791 899,239 47,614 .. ',536,817 478,400 5,016,217 
18<2·43 .. .. .. .. .. .. . . 8,274,072 109,610 i09,788 94,8'.1 427,672 899,761 47,646 .. 4,663,238 623,523 6,086,769 
18U," .. .. .. .. .. . -. .. 8,263,734 1l0,670 224,863 84,100 423,645 432,160 44,616 .. ',583,688 490,607 6,074,196 
184,4.45 .. .. .. . . .. .. .. 8,378,188 -112,846 227,962 86,144 (0) 200,166 462,66_0 86,466 .. ~ 4,493,311 603,018 4,996,329 
1846.46 .. .. .. .. .. .. . . 3,460,104: 1l5,088 280,388 90,076 166,106 "10,641 23,264 .. f,664,656 461,893 .,006,0.8 
18ie-47 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 3,689,910 IlI,H2 219,526 ' 88,086 161,040 466,635 24,812 .. 4,640,979 493,066 6,134,044 
1847·48 .. .. .. '0 .. .. .. 3,654,806 114,394 228,631 89,096 136,984 486,721 80,130 .. 4,739,261 47~106 6,210,367 
"1848-49 .. .. ., .. .. .. .. 3,646,696 112,9402 243,167 71,388 92,878 460,797 86,824 .. 4,678,679 47 .776 6,161,464: 
'1869-60 .. .. .. 

AT~'~D~~ .J 
3,470,487 1l6,519 2i6,613 88,106 102,710 464,692 42,038 .. ',638,018 467,937 6,006,960 

8,431,968 110,911 I 221,266 87,.72 

I • ..J 264,262 438,916 38,327 .. ',683,206 482,296 6,OG6,fliOO , 

l 8,849,710 - -
d860-61 .. .. -.. .. .. .. .. 8,616,969 114,942 -242'0661 89,792 110,726 471,680 H,092 .. 4,692,216 C9D,Il! 6,087,833 
18iH_6~ .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 8,610,646 1l9,267 241,840 89,677 115,680 483,421 49,888 .. 4.710.416 622,817 6,233,232 
U5l·M .. .. .. .. .. .. . . 3,687,811 1l8,461 242,167 63,162 120,797 604,26Jj 48,2IJ7 .. ',784,940 633,138 6,318,078 
1863·64 .. .. .. .. .. .. • • 8,4:02,386 110,236 249,086 8,968 126,628 4S0,214 62,819 .. .,430.178 667,469 4,987,636 

(0) Land tralllit dutiee abolished by Act VI of 1844. Cnslow taritr reriled by Aot VI of 1844, Aot VII of 1869, Act X of 1860, Acta XI and xxm of 1862, Aot XXVI of 1868, Aoi XXIII of 
.1864, Aoto XVII and XXV of 1866, Ant xvm of 1866, Aot XVII of 1867, Aot XVII of 1870, Aot XIII of 1871, Ad XVI of 1876, Aot JX of 1882, AC\ II of 1888 and Acl XII of 1890. 

lIfO'rlL-The _ ~indiCBto t.haI;.eithel: \he i_ did lloltWIt or \hehel'''''to information ia Ilot obtainable. 



1830·81 .. .. 
1831.82 .. .. 
1832-33 .. .. 
,1833·34 .. .. 
183i-36 .. .. . 
1836·36 .. .. 
1886·37 . . .. 
1837·88 .. .. 
1838-89 .. .. 
1839'40 .. .. 

• 

1~40",1 .. . . 
.1841·42 .. .. 
18,2·43 .. .. 
.l843.U .. .. 
184'-46 .. .. 
18~6-48 .. .. 
1848·47 .. .. 
1847·48 .. .. 
lU8.~9 .. .. 
Ig~9·60 .. .. 

1860·61 .. .. 
1861·62 .. .. 
1862.63 .. .. 
1863-6' .. .. 

• 
'8laUmetIt ..,hihiting lM"gt'OIIJth of Ret?enu8 Of' TQfl(Jti!m/rom 1800-01 in th, ]j[iUlrfl8 Pre8idency-oont. 

Other than Sta.te 'Rovenue 01' Taxation. Grand Total. 

. 
EIOluding Jnoluding To~ 

OftIci&ly ..... Vilt-Its Looal funda, Looal , .. d>, Municipal columna miacelIanBOUI, miacellaneoUl, 
lerrice and. general. apoci&l. taxation. colulUns oolumno 

.. .. .. .. .. 

.. .. .. .. .. 

.. .. 

.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 

.. .. .. 
" 

1810 16. 10 and 17. 12 and 17. 

13 14 16 16 17 18 19 

II oS oS oS .s oS II .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ',600,822 6,368,260 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 4,166,90'7 ",'72,137 .. .. .. .. .. . . .. .. .. 8,796.986 4,108,061 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 4,036,008 4,368,201 .. .. . . .. .. .. .. .. .. ',162,307 ',480,026 

.. . . .. .. .. .. .. .. . . 4,(63.671 4,699,261 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 4,124,824 4,618,309 .. .. .. .. , .. .. .. .. .. 4,343,331 4,819,890 .. .. .. .. .. .. . . .. .. 4,4d7,'11 ',963,070 . . .. .. .. .. .. .. . . .. 4,602,477 4,976,616 - - -
Average, 4th DeOide •. .. .. .. .. .. 4-,266,364 4,674,384 

.. . . .. .. .. .. .. .. " ',608,418 4,974,639 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ," .. 4,636,817 6,016,217 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. '.663,236 5,086,769 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ',683,688 6,074,196 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 4,493,311 4,996,329 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 4,064,665 6,006,048 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 4,640,979, 6,134,0" .. .. .. .. .. . . .. .. .. 4,739,261 6,210,367 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 4,673,679 6,161,4" .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 4,038,013 6,006,060 - ---------
Average, 6th Decade • 6,066,600 .. .. " .. .. 4,688,206 

- -----.- ---. .. .. .. .. .. .. " .. " 4,692,216 6,087,333 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 4,710,416 6,233,232 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 4,784,94.0 6,318,078 1 .. .. .. .. 37,281 .. iiT,281 4,467,467 6,024,916 .. .. 
N DU.-Tho blank apaceB indicate thAt either the item did Dot exist or that separate information ia not obtainable. 
«0) Aooording 10 001111111 tail ... in thia y.... i6) S.o pp. 2, 3 OIld 9 of C....". Report, 1871. 

PopnJa\ion 
againsttbe 

years or 
date of Remaru. 

latest infor_ 
manoa. 

20 21 

.. .. .. Famine year. .. .. 
(0) 1I,967,S96 .. .. Inoluding S80,000 .. for the acquisition 

of Kurnool. . 
.. 
" .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 
.. 

-
(6) 22,031,691 

(6) 22,867,866 



Stahment ea:hibiting eAs growth of Retlent18 01' T(JjJ1ationfi-om 1800-01 in the 11ladratJ Presidencg-oont • 
• , 

State Revenue Or Taution. . 
, . 

Total, Taboooo ~oome, Total, 
Olllcialyoart. Moturpha Abkiri . . monopoly eustom. Salt licente, . excluding 

MisceDan .. mcludiDg Land ta1l: on miacellalie_ 
trades, le.rJDI a.nd in Mala.bar and land 

r~eipta. Stamp •• and 
OUI, OUI. 

miaacel'ane-
reve~ue. excile. and tranait. 88leBled OUl, columDI hOUlel, &0. Canara. -... columns 2 10 and 11. to 9. 

1 2. 3 • 6 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

£ l! .s .s £ .s .s .s .s £ .s 
1864.5& .. .. .. .. .. .. .- 8,884,686 108,281 248,388 Tobacco du- 117,200 487,469 64,318 .. 4,496,277 434,069 4,929,846 
1866-68 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 3,414,611 101,889 231,694 tiea were 130,714 601,734 66,866 . . 4,463,397 833,932 6,287,32:9 
186&-61 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 8,692,766 101,643 230,907 Bboliahed 137,728 603,994 70,366 .. ',637,994 827,336 6.466,330 
1867-68 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 3,678,862. 107,326 276,410 under 141,174 672,697 76,640 .. ',860,909 827,366 6,678,276 
1868-69 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ',176,268 111,247 284,414 Act IV of 164,102 601,964 80,611 .. &,0&07,602 862,248 8,269,846 
1869·60 .. .. ... .. .. .. .. 4,093,345 109,242 292,6H 1M3. 265,671 647,116 ~93,O41 .. 5,490,967 1,060,013. 6,660,980 

.---- --_.---- - --( 8,666,626 110,262 263,361 61,397 

'I A v_e, 6th Decade .. \ '---'----_. • 141,022 626,639 63,941 . .. ',786,389 094,840 6,419,738 
• - f,043,78T ---------- --'--- • 

1860-61 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 8,914,730 100,639 307,125 .. 296,388 706,789 162,565 101,427 G,638,663 1,031,767 6,670,480 
1861_62 .. .. .. .. .. .\ . .. 4,153,293 The Motur- 333,466 .. 232,622 868,323 810,468 28.,968 6,183,020 832,069 7,Olti,079 
1862-63 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 4,240,031 pha tax was 372,767 .. 196,498 912,770 '212,668 281,943 6,1'1',667 769,673 8,934,130 
1863-64 .. ... .. .. .. .. .. 4,299,792 relinqui- .05,166 .. 229,862 899,272 238;342 16",960 6,237,383 791,896 7,029,279 
1864-65 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ',184,646 shod let 396,064 .. 203,878 1,036,670 269,409 147,867 6,238,623 768,076 7,006,699 
1866-66 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ',306,606 Auguat 414,118 .. 208,653 1,012,760 806,486 72,399 6,401,'20 667,697 7,069,017 
1866-67 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 3,662,026 1881 in 427,462 .. 193.639 1,047,673 282,663 1,340 6,604,489 . 86D,86j 6,20.,861 
1867-68 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 4,244,896 favor of 8 606,491 .. 2IH,B02 1,098,802 863,726 88,696 6,644,011 968,866 7,612,877 
1868-69 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 4,068,789 licenae 490,843 .. 276,691 1,107,263 372,347 63,681 6,879,40' 1,127,677 7,607,081 
1869·70 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 4,482,706 tax. 670,022 .. 276,486 1,16i,736 406,t8il 13D,423 7,036,86' 1'0'3,778 8,O79,63~ 

r--.----- -
A.verage, 7th Deoad. ..\ 

4,160,691 100,639 422,409· •• , \ 
286,621 r ~ ---v G86,49D I 290,49:1 129,260 e,2iS,T32 868,186 7,106,898 

',693,164 ) I 
NOD.-The b1aDk opaoee indicate ibat either iba itam did .. ot c:aiat or that .epante informatio .. ia llot obtaiDable. , 



... ... 

1861.55 
1806·56 
1866-61 
1857·58 
1858.69 
1869·60 

1860·61, 
1861-82 
1862-63 
(863·6( 
1864·65 
1866·66 
1866-B7 

. 1887-88 
1868-69 
1869-70 

.. .. .. .. .. . . .. .. .. .. 

.. .. 

.. . . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. " .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 

Statement .:rkibitinU the U1'owlh of Revenue 01' Tazat.im/rOm.lSOO.Ol in 1M Madras Pre8,'dmCV .... oont. 

Other than'Statf Revenue or Ta.xati~. Grand Total. 

. . . . 
" Excluding Including ,Total, 

Olioial1eailt. Village ' Looel fuude, Local flmdl, Municipal coluDUlJl miJcellaneoUJ, miacellaneoua,· 
aervice fund. general. special. tazation. 13 to 16. columna coltunn8 • II) and 17. 12 and 17 • 

. 
13 14 15 I .16 17 18 • 19 

• J S I. 'j S S J .. .~ . .. .. .. 87,OO~ .. . , .. 37f 006 4,1;32,283 4,966,362 
.. .. . " . . .. 43.29~ , .. .. .. 43,290 4,496,687 0,330,619 • . . .. .. .. .. 46,482 ... .. .. 413,482. 4,6tt4,476 6,511,812 .. .. . , .. .. 42,783 .. .. 42,783 4,893,"92 6,i21,058 

" ' .. .. .. . . 62 f 321) .. .. 1~,580 SI,8liO .6,489,4:82 8,341,696 .. .. ," .. .. 82,980 . . . .. 17,013 79.973 6,670,940 6,630,963 -
Average, 6t1t Decade- •• (7,446 .. .. 18,276 52,668 4,822,266 . 6,518,60& 

. - -.. .. .. .. . . 59,768 . , . .. 19,466 79,221 6,717,884 6,749,861 ,. .. . . .. .. 6'6,«0 .. .. 19,49" 1',940 8,267,960 7,090,0]9 .. .. .. .. .. &6,864 
22,046 

28,443 92,307 6,266,862 7,026,437 .. .. .. .. .. 66,920 1,70' 26,76' 117,083 6,364,416 1,146,312 .. .. .. .. . . . 60,0,", 27,440. 28,601 27,740 133,766 '0,372,27& 7,140,864 .. .. .. ,,- .. 64,530 .311,008 - 80,007 29,910 162,610 6,663,930 7,221,627 .. .. .. .. .. 89,194 . 43,30!li . 33,603 
1~;:g:i' 201,096 6,806,68& 6,466,941 .. .. .. .. .. 11,193 136,767 .42,344 366,561 6,909,662 7,878,4-28 .. .. .. .. .. 92,348 218,712'. . 43,498 118'~iO 0&68,278 6,847,682' 7,976,369 .. .. .. . . ... 136,0~3 233,973 60,313 J07,9 0 628,339 . 7,564,193 8,607,971 ---- -, 

.bemgo, 7th De!'""e' .. t6,04f. 102,In 33,690 61,686 222,303 6,466,036- 7,329,201. . 
. 

ll .... -Th •• lank 'P •••• lndi .. le that eithor lbo;1om ilia not •• ilt or lbal.eparole inform.lion iI nolobtalnabl •• , . . 

. 
Population 
agaw&t tbe 

yean or 
. dAte of Bemarb. 

latest infOl''' 
mation. 

20 21 

1(0)92,857,865 

1 . ra)24'658'609 • 

.. Excluding £" In ,600 

1 . for trander of N Orth 
Co ...... '" Bomba1. 

r)26:~39'O~2 
Y ... of 11 montbi 

1: 
• oul1· rO)31,697.87a , • 



Statement tJdi1iitillg 'lis (J'I'OWth oj RsfIenf4t ., Ta,ation Jrom 1800.01 in tM Madrflll Pr681·d8ll4)/-oont. 
, , 

~Io lie_us '" T .... lion inQiuding l'rorinoiallia.tel, 

Ilolurpha Tob .... InCOIDB.Iu: OlBol.ly ..... Loud taxon AbkArl mon::!:l,. in O\lllomi and l'l'Dvincial B.~I. 
n'f8llWl. tradel, . fal'llll and 1rIa bar ",,~land Sau .... lpll. Stamp •• BIIIeusd Forettll. ralel. tral ..... Total" 

excile. ' and South tpnoit. toUlee, &0. Oanara. _I. 

-• 
I II 8' .f 6 • • 7 8 9 10 11 12 18 - , 

• 
I. I.. I. I. , • .s • • • • • 1870·71 .. .. .. .. ,,~97,808 .. 689,266 .. 3P',897 1.,26*,280 399,686 . 262,726 .. .. 28,003 .7,236,711 

1871-711 .. .. .. .. 4, •• O,8l3 • .. 670,892 ., ,,8,228 1,307,841 899,026 110,817 ",886 .. '86,*76 7,1119,'77 
18711-f8 .. .. .. ' .. ',693,4-69 .. 816,844 .. IPS,HII 1,286,01·9 f28,691 72,896 fl,86f . " 82,640 ',663,06' 
187S-7' .. .. .. .f .,.'H,4:89 ,', . 60B,9.s " U6.1611 1,296,186 t7l,*69 .,380 '4,983 .. IS, 110 - 7,i46,72t 
167f-76 .. .. .. .. 4,636"t87-- .. . 606,892 .. '~1,026 1,331,669 .92,878 177 36,433 .. 87,181 . ','60,642 
1876-76 .. .. .. .. ',646,OU, .. 883,901 .. ,07,9611 1,363,789 601,971 60 42,686 .. 88,023 7,423,3M 
1876-77 .. .. .. .. 3,296,676 .. 668,369 .. 1'6,736 1,201,963 f99,336 116 fl,631 .. ' 89,200 6,973,816 
1877-78 .. .. .. .. 3,494,894 .. f7l,069 ' .. 08,360 1, In, 186 489,:l21 " 40,484 ... 663 • 6,886,711 
1818-79 .. .. .. .. ',966,648 .. 687,926 .. 06,632 1,463,216 630,186 79,966 60,679 811,899 611,088 8,668,0117 
1879-80 .. .. '0 .. 4:,949,4.88 .. 619,832 .. 82,"6 1,673,338 634,608. 80,762 . 82,617 891,HI ,. 63,018 8,797,84a -- -- --4 ....... 8thD.....te .. 4,8d7,(J07 .. 686,30{ ... ,88,617 1,330,83a 'H,fBl 80,190 ",306 180,3M 88,h6 7,836,686 

I ---. ~----,--- --~ r--_-
1880,81 .. .. .. .. ',873,4" ..- 827.888 .. 148,806 1,66',336 616,990 60,867 73,688 663,030' o 67,'168 8,$96,193 
1881-82 .. .. .. .. 4,688,862 .. 848;389 ft ,198.724 - J,47~,917 . 644,024 *1,726 80,690 618,786 68,821 8,368,910 
1882·83 .. .. .. .. ',820,S40 .. 646,842 .. • IOf,68O 1,390,853 620,637 46,036 . 90,644 838,91i 67,9*6 8,318,489 
1883-8. ... .. .. .. 4,862,203 .. 661,199 .. 16,860 1,386,613 662,486 4d,6:!7 96.370 668,618 63,~O6 8,'61.072 
1384.86 .. .. .. .. ,',482,607 .. 773,263 .. 99,718 1,379.879 664,903 ·43,276 116,692 618,37' 76,841 . 8,149,648 
1886.86 .. .. .. .. 4,801,742 0, 882,991 .. 93.868 1,448,227 689,960 43,368 119,866 681,984 92,636 8,864,129 
1&86·87 , .. .. .. .. ',849,124 .. 918,668 .. 126,738' l,'26,OU 6U,068· 16',3'6 '124,691 649.692 87,122 8,914,."8 
1887·88 .. .. .. .. ".937.18t .. 973,906 .. U6,8~O 1,'U8,971 697,161 168,146 137,f9' il87.fgO 90,769 9,197,262 
1888.89 .. .. .. .. 4,842.728 .. 1,047,'811 .. .172,401 1,649,893 813.696 169,108 IIH.600 899,012 96.833 9,461.660 
1889,90 .. .. ... .. 6,0311,936 .. 1,1'0,206 .. 180,9~8 1,766,818 ,060,168 .188,fl6 166,763 761,731 102,746 0,866,711 

---'- WI 

I ---A'.rage, 9th Decode ., ',8U9,306 .. 831,782 .. !f9,698 1,492,:1'8 677,218 96,:.l90 114,610 ·667,261 I 78,1108 8,806,632 

, • , 
NOTB.-(1) Since 1878 .. 79, the Lnral fund., General and the Village Service fund, are IJacorporated in the Omera1 Financilll /.C(!OUDta, and )-evenue under thue hBHd. are entered a "ortiOD UDder land 

J1e..,811ue, and the rBUltlind8l' uuder Provincbd ratfll. Since 1878-79, the figure. entered in aolumna 21 and 22 are the total. of column. 13, 18 and 19 and of columm 16, 18 and 19, rtlpeotivel7. 
(2) The ft'gurea entered in column III mnoe 1878-79, repreleot the colleCtion. of tbM Cattle )'ound tUJld, whil'h h .. not bren iDcoaporated in the FilWlluial ACCOUJltl. 
'3) J?riDr 10 1870-71, tAo ... oipjl hom fDroote and .. &'i~ti ... u •. e been incl. dod in the oI&tem",,1 undor llilcelloD .. u.·\ .. I ..... lf).' . 



81akm1mt ecAibiting tAt g'DWtA oj ~tvenul or TaM/ion from 1800-01 in tilt Madrq8' Pr"Bidencg-QPJlt • 

State Bev8!lU8 01' Taxation. . Other than State Revenue or Taxation. . Grand Total. . 
. Population 

againat the. 
Total, 

Vi~ Local funds, Special Municipal Excluding Including yean. or data Jdmarh. 
OOicial yean. '. Miaoollaneoua. inoluding- Toto!. of latest in-

misoellaneoua . Service • goneral. funde. ta.ution. miJcellaneoul. midoellaneoua. fOl'DllitiOD. . 
• 

14 U 16 17 18 19 . • 21f 21 22 is U . • 
41 41 41 JI 41 

. . 
I I I 1I 

1870-71 .. .. .. .. 970.689 8,207,300 168,'236 210,820 60~ 764 110,360 629,970 1,766,681 8,737,270 31,597,872 
1871·72 .. .. .. .. 872,960 8,092,4:17 186,882 266,248 4'1,8il 116,040 606,041 .7,~4,618 8,607,468 
1872·73 .. .. .. .. 636,366 8,1.99,410 196,760 897,433 62,218 -122,937 769,338 8,332,392 8,968,748 • 
1873·74 .. .. .. .. 144.302 8,191,026 209,22f 390,960 . 48,688 121,021 769,881 8,P16,606 8,960,90'1 
1874·7i .. .. .- .. SHa,IS4- 8,373,826 210,620 403,966 48,767 111,027 775,269 8,236.911 9,U9,096 .. Fa~dyeon • 1876-76 ,. .. .. . . V37,13' 8,360,4:88 2:!6.966 386,966 67,676 120,962 . 792,648 8,211;,902 9,163,036 
1876.7f ' . .. .. .. 1,077,S22 7,061,187 19fi,026 810,214 41,429 122,797' 678,~66 . 6,662,281 7,729,603 • 1877·78 .. .. .. .. 1,100,727 6,986,488 201i148 810,717 87,997 130,062 688,912 6,674,626 1,675,862 • 1878·7S -- .. .. .. 1,.360,062 9,908,079 219,088. ·431,962 21,497 128,626 801.067 8,709,04.9 10,068,101 
1819-'0 . .. .. .. 1,310,4:62 10,108,296 260,478 flO,930 .19,868 161.676 912,861, .8,979,286 10,289,'38 -----

I 

Av_e, 811a D .... d ... 1,-011,307 8,347,843 206,840 368,699 42,076 124,619 n~,33i 7,030,626 8,941,932 , ------ ~8,60' ---. ------------
IBBO-81 .. ., .. .. 1, 1~6.tl46 9,662,288 4021,412 20,627 168,682 869,126 8,676,302 9,741,347 30,827,168 
18&1-82 .. .. .. .. 1,172.264 9.631,164 317,624 438,864 20,167· 166,873 .9&2,418 8,644,960 9,717,20' 
l8e2·83 . - .. .. .. 1,146,267 9,462,766 314,224 462,294 20,880 166,837 P64,234 8,604,206 . 9,660,418 
1883-84 .. .. .. .. 1,148,362 9.699,.43' . 830,526 " '~2,16' . 22,731 172,106 1,007,616 8,046,909 9,794-,211 
1884.86 .. .. .. .. 1,108,672 9,268,220 311,037 443,351 23,884 . 190,943 969,216 8,364,376 9,473,047 .. '!'he popaJation 1886.86 . .. " .. .. 1,162.1i4) 10,006,970 837,449 4:96,4:10 24,677 187,346 "'1'1,046,782 9,066,062 10,218,893 
1886.87 1,253,291 10,167,749 316,409 401,306 26,426 196,608 1,029,649 9,136,392 . , 10,389,683 aClOOl'diDg to the .. .. .. .. 

OODIUI ta~8Il in l887-88 .. .. .. .. 1,836,668 )0,532,930 817,622 499,196 27,70~ 196,0'6 1,071,398 9,421.943 10,767,611 
1891, is 1888·89 .. .- .- ~ 1,1~1,921 10;61B,HI 84:1,702 610,967 29,047 203,236 1,084:,961 9,688,832 10,846,163 

889·90 .. .. .. .. 1,4:06,774 11,372,4:8~ 871,641 646,763 30,286 207,863 ·1,166,443. 10,203,860 _ '1I,61~,636 So, 6OG!208. 

---- - -

-. 

A "I"era'ge, 9th D.ecade •• 1,205,210. 10,010,7'2 3U,664 479,169 ~J62~ 184,627. 1,012,1)73 . 9,014:,682 10,219,892 

, • NOTa.-{l\ Since 1878-79, tAle Local funde, General and the Village Service fund, an incorporated in the General Financial Aceauftta, and revenue under thue headl are entered • "ortiOlL 'GIlder Lua.d 
Be¥&llUS, and the remainder under Proyineialntea. Sinee 1878-79, the fJgurea entered in oolnmne 21 and 22 are the totall6f colwnlll 13, 18 and 19 and of colUDllla 16 18 and 19 nlpectivell ~ 

(2). The flgurea entered in column 18 since 1878-79, represent the coUec~ion8 of t.he Cattle Pound fund, which baa: not been-incorporated in thp Financial kount.. ' . -
(.3) Pdor to 1870·1\, the reociFta hom _t. and .~\ratiOIl have been included in \he ,Ia\emellt Ullder 1dUceliaIlOO1l8 (oolomn 14). . . - . . . . 



(b.)-Btafemenf .Mwing til, fIlZt"i01l8 kintl8 of Local and llfunicipql Jt;wlliiofl from the yea.r·1853.54 in tllfJ llfadrtlB Pre"~' 

VilI&ge Service Fund. Local Funds-G.nero!. Looal Fund.-Special. \ 
Municipe1. 

. Gr&Ild 

(;)lIiciai )'Oar" Houee-tu Tax.tion I total 

. Preoorip. Benioa Total, Rate"" in vill&gea Ton. Total, Jungle Total, Taution 01 Total, tuatioD, Remar~ .• 
oeaain Pound Fiahuy oolUDlDA in the column. 

live 'lieu of coluIDIl8 ..... tv.i.' . for and oolumna 
I""d. rents. COD8etV" 

9+10+ city of Provinoial 601umn • ,8,J.2.16. aU<>w_. diree$1 .... ·~+S. . 01 land. educatlional ferriu. 6+6+7. """1' II. Mud.raa. Munici .. 13+14 • 
p1lfjl0ll!3a. . . politi ... 

I 2 3 , 6 8 7 8 9 10 11 U 13 1& 16 18 '17 
, 

I 
S· , 41 II II 41 II ll. Il • Il , .tI Il II , 

, 

1863·6f •. 87,281 37,281 . , 
87,281 .. . . .. · . . . .. .. . . .. . . .. .. .. 

1864·66 .. .. 87,006 :: 87,006 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ." .. .. .87,006 
1866·66 •• .. 43,'290 43,290 .. .. .. . . .. ., .. .. .. .. .. 43,290 
1866·67 ... ,. 46,.482 .. 46,482 · . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ., . . .. 46,482 
1867·68 .. .. 42,783 .. 42,783 · . .. Oo .. .. .. .. .. .. Oo .. U,7tt3 
1868.69 •• ... ' 62,320 .. 62,320 · . Oo .. .. .. .. .. .. 19,630 .. 19,630 81,860 
1869·60 •• .. 62,960 .. 62,960 .. · . .. .. .. .. .. 17,OlS .. 17,013 79,973 
1860·61 .. .. 69,766 Oo 69,766 · . .. .. .. Oo .. .. .. 19,465 .. 19,463 79,221 • 
1861·62 .. .. 66,446 .. 66,446 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . 19.494 Oo 

19,4114 14,940 
1862·63 .. .. 65,864- .. 66,86< .. 

10;733 
.. .. 26,443 .. 26,443 92,307 

1863.64 .. .. 66,920 '" 16,920 11,912 22,646 1,704 1,704 26,764 .. 28,164 117,033 • . .. 
16;221 1864·65 .. .. 60,OH .. 60,074 13,992 .. 13,4'18 27,440 6,t 11 8,169 • 28,501 27,740 .. '27,740 133,766 

1866·66 .. .. 64,630 .. 6',630 17,822 .. 14,241 32,063 16.6.6 9,998 9,434- 36,007 • 29,910 . Oo 29,910 162,610 
1866·67 •• .. 89,19' .. 89,194 80,469 .. 12,850 43,802 14,.43 1,763 11,297 33,503 30,097 36,097 201,096 
1867·88 •• .. 77,19lt .. 77,193 121,993 .. 14,764 138,767 ·17,070 9,879 lD,!J9~ 42,3U ''',176 85,082 109,267 361;,1)61 
1868·69 .. .. 92,848 .. 92.848 204,363 .. 14,849 1l18,7111 19,243 9,489 14,766 , 48,~9S 43,~O2 69,818 113,720 468,278 
1869·70 .. .. 138,083 .. U6,OS3 218,610 · . 17,463 233,973 20,726 10,384 19.203 60,313 36,917 72,063 107,970 628,339 
rB70.7I .. .. 168,2311 

3a;S39 . 
168,236 192,827 .. 17,993 210,620 2i,037 10,643 IS,174 60,7M 39,740 70,620 110,3eo 629,970 

1871·72 •• .. 147,343 186,882 234,672 33 20,643 266,248 2 ,t60 9,62~ 16,089 47,871 440,0.;3 71,987 116,040 806,041 
1872·78 Oo .. 141,421 41,063 ·196,760 869,907 ' .,402 22,12' 397,433 22,798 11.686 0[7.736 62,218 41 ,636 8l ,30! U2987 769,338 
1873·74 .. .. 137,691 43,673 -209,224- 364,468 3,803 22,689 390,960 20,938 ~1,069 16,689 48,686 40,192 .80,829 121,021 769,881 
1874·76 .. .. 144,989 I 63,091 ·~IO,620 371,.809 7,464 26,192 403,965 22,062 10,548 16,169 48.767 40,690 71.237· 111,921 775,269 
187&·76 .. .. 134,372 64,081 0226966 360,324 121 26,6U 3S6,966 22,637 9.981 2A,Ir;7 ,67,'"675 46,238 7.,71< 120,962 792,M8 
187~·7T .. .. 123,312 ~,02< ·19~:O26 298,704 .. 20,510 . 319,214- 23,&:"2 t 17,7.7 41.429 48,883 73,91< 122.797 67&,.66 1 Famine 
1817·78 .. .. Det.eil. not avai1able. 2al,l48 292,128 . .. 27,691 3.19,717 22,68:l t 16,366 . 37,997 66,344 74,708 130,062 688,91" 1-

I • , 

.... 
~ .. 

_\..' • Thele flgul'8l do Dot make upa the total of the previoUi oolumul for the reason that eertain itema (nob &I peTOeDta.ge 011 water nates) have been credited to the Village Servic;:e.Fu:ntl, which bad not beta 
.-uown separately in the a.ccounts under either head. • 

t Tnuufenod 10 Implio", Publio W",k. Department.. . 
o 



OJlloill y ..... 

• 

I 

1878·79 .. .. 
1819·80 .. .. 

Average for 10 
yeere encliDgwith 
1879·80. , 

1880.81 .. .. 
1881·82 .. .. 
_1882-88 .. .. 

... ... 

1883·84 .. .. 
1884.86 . . .. 
1886.86 .. .. 
1888.87 .. .. 
1~87·88 .. .. 
1888.89 .. .. 
1889·90 .. .. 
Average for 10 

y .... ending with 
1889.90. 

, 
Statement ,hmLing the oariom kind8 of Local and MunWipal-T<Ulation from 1M year ] 858·54. in tM Madrflf PreBidenev-cont. 

Local Fun_General. Special Fundo. 
0 

Village Borrice Fund. Municipal. c . 
", .. 

, g .; i = ' + r;. + f ' . + Ji 
~ 

.. .ll o· 
'" t ~1 ·1 '" ! '" .~~ ~ ~ 
o . • • I ~ 2'" • toO ·M. 

9 i "'8. • j 1 1 
R Re ..... b. 

i I:: .a-3 
"" ~ ,.a! "a :~ i ~~-

';S::i "8...; . . 
8! 6"3 11 1! ~ 

O~ 

1l~ '" . ,. t ~ ~:!l '5· ~1 ,- ... • 
jt ~i ]-s 1 .s.!l 

~ i..: ! ~ 
-.;, • "'iii j. 

~!~ ~ ~"S e-&I'S Eo< + ~~ =·s ~:!: .,8 

I 
Eo< Eo< ---

2 a 4 6 6 1 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 16 18 11 

£ £ £ £ £ £ .8 £ £ Ii .8 .8 .8 .8 .8 
160,988 68,117 219,083 398,911 .. 86,046 431,962 21,'97 .. .. 21,497 (4;49,004 79,621 128,626 801,067 Co) Receipte for 9 
167,112 103,366 280,478 4.87,229 83 ·3S,618 470,930 19,888 .. .. 19,868 Cb 73,701 87,874: 161,676 912,861 months from 1st 

April to 3101 
Deoemb.r 1818 • . -- - ~ 

.. .. 206,3(0 331,817 1,690 26,192 368,699 22,016 6,344 1',316 42,676 47,848 76,771 124,619 112,33' 

-- ~-- - , 

168,684 102,020 268,604 384,842 89 37,031 421,fl2 20,627 

II ! 20,627 (b)67,198 91,384 168,682 -869,126 Cb) For calendar 
, t! ..... 184,878 '132,648 817,624 402,646 . . 36,206 438,854- 20,167 'E 20,167 (b) 68,126 97,748 186,878 942,418 (0' For 15 months 

116,634 137,690 814,224 421,617 _ .. 40,777 462,294 20,880 
Ji 

20,880 (6l69,896 96,941 166,887 _ 964,286 mhtJ= 
180,100 160,426 330,626 486,743 .. '6,411 '82,16' 22,131 "'I'l 22,731 (b 72,234 99,812 172,106 1,007,616 1884 to31et 
176,033 lS6,00' 311,031 396,721 .. '7,630 "3,361 23,884 Ji,lj 1 23,884 (e) 90,424 100,019 190,943 969,216 1686. 
18.'1,390 J60,069 337,449 444,29' .. 02,116 496,410 24,677 1~ , 24,617 83,336 104,010 187,a46 1,046,782 
179,190 137,219 316,409 428,714 8,66' 68,938 '91,306 26;426 . t l 26,426 87,388 108,120 190,608 1,029,649 
194,334 163,188 841,622 426,226 9,649 63,321 499,196 27,706 U 27,700 86,241 110,734 196,976 1,071,398 
182,661 169,061 341,702 430,803 11,676 68,489 610,967 29,047 29,047 87,829 116,406 203,236 1,084,961 
184,869 186,672 871,641 462,648 16,287 17,918 646,768 80,286 80,286 88,162 119,111 207,863 1,166,443. -180,266 144,388 324,664_ 422,266 ',030 62,884 479,169 24,623 •• .. 24,628 80,142 104,386 184,627 1,012,913 

, 



(o.)-SUdement szhihitiflg the growth of the Land .R6fI8tIUB ami e:etemum of occupied Ar~ of Land fulTtg fJ8s8ssed in the ]J[WfJ8 Presideflig. 
, 

Current Land Revenu. demand Total oultivator'. bolding of fully 818e88ed lands in Ryotwari tracts (column 3); mowing their IU'8& in acrea, an4 &888811D8Jlt thereou, 
B8 given in the annua.l Revenue according, to the annual Revenue Returna, exoluding the distriotB of North a.nd Bouth CIPllll'& in each year, but inoluding \he 

" 'L!md' 
RetUl'llll, including Canara and 

, 'Malabar."" " distriw of Malabar after 1866·66. ' 

Revenue 
realis.d 

Dry o. u,niuigated hondo. W.t or irrigated lando und.r Extra: aaaeument 01' Total holdiDga in Byo_ txael •• acoo.ding R~nue OODBOlidated IiI808IIIlOIlt. additional revenue. 
to Revenu. not perma-

ilBioialy ..... Fin",,"'1 of Zemiu. nently 
Watar-rat< . statements da.n. or settled, Total Charge 

pr ... nted perma. inoludin$ ool\lllUlll aate of Bate of and cbargo for . A_ AaooSIIIIlllIl 
to Parlia. nently misoel· 3 and ,. AB8eB8. AUe8I- for lando aecond oolUlllDO Rate of aBBe88-

ment. .. ttl.d lan .... Area. ment .. a_t 'Area. ment. 888elJament converted crop OD 
columna 6 7, 10, 12, me.nt per aoI'e. 

landa. water- per aore. per aore. from dry wet and 9. and 13. 
rate&, &0-

1 2 3 • 6 6 7 

£ I. I! I! AOR.I. I! I! 
1852.63 

, 
3,687,811 498,21H 3,2106,'12-1 3,708,972 9,266,4:26 i,22.,719 a .. .. 

1863·64 .. .. 8,402,336 497,406 2,919,527 3,416,932 8,824,498 1,169,710 0 
1854·65, .. .. 8,38.,636 49'1,948 3,079,261 3,670,199 8,250,016 1,122,015 0 
1866.66 .. <0 3,414,611 497,608 3,222,802 3,720,406 9,477,466 1,233,863 0 
'1856.57 .. .. 3,692,'1-66 497,"2 3,31i3,fl19 3,81;1,301 9,894,644- 1,276,1;19 0 
1857·68 .. .. 3,678,862 497,902 3,269,112 8,757,01. 10,176,108 1,292,982 0 
1868,69 .. .. ',175,268 497,750 3,618,486 4,113.236 10,697,180 1,338,h!6 0 
1869·60 .. .. '.093,346 606,341 3.633,466 .,039,806 11,30.,&10 1,391,829 0 
1860.61 .. .. 3.974,780 610,Mo 3,b04,062 4,014,607 11,600,108 1,384,009 0 
1861·62 .. .. 4,084,040 610,396 3,718,65:1 4,229,047 12,224,006 1,431.249 0 
1862·63 .. .. 4,208,040 610,148 8,776,029 4,286,177 12,ij21,12. 1,4..64,471 0 
]863.64< .. .. ',299,792 6U,948 3,829,173 4,342,121 13,111116~ 1,466,816 0 
1864.66 , .. .. 4,184,646 612,166 3,739,969 4,262,lSli 13,669,068 1,604,244 0 
1866.66 .. .. 4,806,606- -613,824 3,800,277 4,313,601 14,469,368 1,607,626 0 
1866·67 .. .. 3,661.026 612,662 3,898,240 4:,410,902 14,940,078 1,625,491 0 
1R67·68 .. .. .,2·U,,396 613,286 3,68,,908 4,198,193 16,437,361 1,618,442 0 
1868·69 .. .. M68,789 614,662 3,792,846 ',307,498 16,640,120 1,692,944 0 
1869·70 .. .. 4.482,706 614,276 3,998,127 4,612,402 16,003,033 1,726,949 0 
1870·71 .. .. 4,397,803 61'.36' 4;090,36' 4,604,730 16,34.,668 1,747,286 0 
1871·72 .. .. 4,440,818 612,946 3,937,688 4,450,632 16,084,146 1,109,999 0 
1872·73 .. ' .. 4,693,469 611,633 4,038,879 U60,612 16,097,139 1,689,679 0 
1873·74 .. .. ',461,489 611,608 3,908,723 4,420,231 16,952,144 1,682,946 0 
187'·76 .. .. 4,616,487 613,299 4,135,728 4,649.027 16,232,416 1,713,100 0 
1876·78 .. .. .,64.5,013 613,887 3,903,266 .,417,14~ 16,278,666 1,724,146 0 

, , 
(0) Very disastrou8 year. 
(6) A8888Imente previously reduf'led in nine districts to the eztent of 113,7491. 
(0) tnnngu method of adjuating the oommutatioD. prioea of· grain in Tanjore and TUmevelly 

abandoned. for regular settlement.. • 
(4) North Canara tranafemd to Bombay. revenne demand 110,0001; cultivated &T8& not known. 
(0) R&teo of ......... nt reduoed in Triohinopoly, and land _teredfrom wolln_li •• ed of 'Peeial 

wate1--rate. ' ' 

8 

.. 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 , 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
8 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
\I 

to wet. lando. 

9 10 11 12 \3 l' 16 18 

rI. AUBBB. I! I! I. rI. I! I £ ACRB8. jI jI I. d. 

n 2,269,030 1,486,074 o 13 1 } No information { 
12,078,535 3,002,422 0 6 0 

2,183,186 1,619,790 o 18 11 11,669,021 3,001,021 (0) 0 6 2t 
86 2,6e6,426 1,777,72tJ ""I .. 10,936,440 2,899,743 (6) 0 6 it 
7 2.727,8~8 1,698,620 o 12 6 64,682 4S,605 12,206,313 3,040,470 0 4 ,lit 

:t 2,,"2,806 1,604,211 o 12 3 73,629 69,666 .12,964,668 2,913,084 0 4 6 
2,406,331 1,649,01. o 12 10 69,126 '3,5,17 12,941,030 2,954,679 0 4 6t 

6 2,699,939 1,696,074- ,0 \8 0 70,440 80,689 13,639,430 3,186,3~9 0 4 8 

:1 2,702,142 1,481,166 o 10 11 99,143 79,670 14,389,214 3,061,J97 e.) 0 4 9. 
2,682,392 1,(,41,796 o 10 9 106,447 61.490 14,669,960 2,983,741 0. f 01 

4 2,802,776 1,619,102 o 10 10 102,926 69,273 16,420,163 3,112,649 0 , 
I~ U 

2,974,919 1,646,198 o 10 ; 144,089 67,080 16,196,929 3,212,438 (Ii) 0 8 
2,949,892 1,611,709 o 10 167,482 66,639 16,461,419 3,194,646 0 3 10 
2,924,OH 1,482,001 o 10 I 166,1'33 60,874 16,778,662 3,202,962 (~ 0 3 

21 3,399,763 ),662,076 ,0 9 10 209,104 63,896 17.869,131 3,632,700 ( 0 3 \II 2 8,674,620 1,730,160 0 9 8 206,782 60,Of2 18,614~693 3,612,886 0 3 10 
2 3,568,269 1,728,642 0 9 8 208,7" 41,673 19,006,610 3,668,601 0 3 10 

:t 3,672,746 1,723,622 0 9 7 213,382 63,229 19,212,866 3,683,171 0 3 10 
a,609,346 1,723,626 0 9 6 229,700 66,094 19,612,378 8,':'86,369 0 3 9i 

It 3,846,029 1,734,2g7 0 9 6 263,066 64.423 19.987.687 3,799,042 0 3 :i Ii 3,601,793 1,692,748 0 9 4 270,667 6;.702 19,686,988 3,731,001 (go) 0 3 
1 3,594,27' 1,668,761 0 9 3 284.98. 67,oUi 19,691,413 3,710,940 0 3 9 
11 3.680,292 1,686,348 0 9 I 306,680 72,023 19,632,.36 3,746,8V6 0 3 10 
1* 3,725,599 1,697,476 0 9 I, M1,.12 91.637 19,968,014 3,863,626 0 3 1~ It 3,742,731 1,702,258 0 9 It 318,262 65,910 2Q,0:U,386 3,796,676 (A) 0 3 

(f) Area. and 888688rD.eJJt for Malabar fint &boWD in the BOOOonta in this year. Dry 379,660 Betel 
8sl~ment 68.340/. and wet 379.318 acree, llB8eMment 37,9821 i distinction of garden and other minor 
claasifica.tion of lands dieappear in the BOOOunte from this date. 

(g) Unfavorable year. 
(A) Fomin_yeare; largo remiloions or auapenDODI of revenue demando ill oonoeq_ ... 

.... 
~ 

" ~. ... 



Q8IciaI y .. n. 

Statemenl e:chibiting the grou:lk of Ike Land Re1!enue and 6J:temion of occupied Area of Land fuIIIl11881J88ed-cont. 

Cummt Land Revenue demand 
&8 given in the annualltevenue< 
RetlU'Illl, inoluding Canar& and 

Land Mal.bar. 

Total cultivator" holding of fully a:BBeS8Eld lands in Ryotwari tract. (column 3), mowing their al'e8 in 1L';l"88, and a!!lIell8ID.ent thereon, 
according to the aDnuo.l.H.evenue Returtll, excluding ihe districts of North and South t:anara in each year, but ineluding the district 

of Malabar atter 1865·66. 

Revenue �------.-------.------1-----------------------,~~--~~--~~------~~----------._~------~------________ _ 
realised Wet or irrigated lands under Exh'a ~ment or 

aocording Revenue Dry or unirrigated landa. oonlolidated aU68IlDent. a.dditionalr8venue. 
10 Revenue Inot penna-

Financial of Zomin- nentlT 
statements dari or settled, Total Watet'prate Charge 
pt'M6oted penna- including columna and charge 'fur Auelllmen 

.'to PSTlia.w nentl3: ~- 3 and •• Asses8- aa!:~~t A88e81<o Rate of for lands Becond Area columna Rate of use, ... 
ment. Bettle GOUB Area.. ment. aore. Area. manto esaeSBment converted cre>p 00 colu:rn988 7. 10, 12, ment per acre. 

Total holdingl in Ryotwari traeta. 

landa. water- per per acre. from dry wet an. and 13. 

________ I-------~--2----I----8---I-m-wo-,-'-&o-·-I----6---I----6--- _.--7---II~·--8---r--.-9---lc--I-0---~---I-I---I--Io--:-et-·-I-m~:-:-'.-1----1-'---1.---1-6---1----1-6----

~87~-77 
1877-78 
1878·78 
1879·80 
1880-81 
1881-82 
1882·83 
1883·8' 
1884-86 
1886-88 
1"86-87 
1887·88 
1888-89 
.1889·90 

j! 
•• .3,~96t616 
.. 3,404.884 
•• 4,966,600 
•. 4,949,600 
.. ',673,400 
•. 4,688,900 
•. 4,820,'800 
•• 4,862,300 
•• 4,482,600 
•• 4,901,700 
•• 4,849,.00 
•• 4,937,600 
•• 4,862,700 
.... 6,033,900 

4-
613,824 
614,008 
613,929 
613,680 
612,817 
613,188 
608,937 
608,646 
608,163 
607.481 
608,186 
607,801 
507,682 
604,061 

B 
3,141;394' 
3,969,036 
4,097,144 
4,031,931 
4,015,319 
3,946,833 
4,010,881 
4,119,319 
3,874,496 
4,134,072 
4,232,061 
4,280,869 
4,304,731 
4,341,377 

£ 
8,665,218 
4,473,038 
4,611,073 
6,546,611 
4,628,138 
4,469,021 ' 
4,619,·818 
4,627,864 
',382,649 
4,642,453 
4,740,236 
4,788,660 
4,812,31S 
4,846,434 

.lCRBB, 
16,217,266 
16,176,062 
16,015,164 
16,298,047 
,16,134,:198 
14,980,276 
15,291,319 
16,496,866 
16,692,363 
16,987,440 
16,393,138 
16,616,236 
16,664,180 
1~,936J222 

Il 
1,727,427' 
1,714,808 
1,711,267 
1,660,168 
1,643,848 
1,637,463 
1,666,763 
1,677,798 
1,681,260 
1,698,214 
1,723,677 
1,124,76' 
1,727,'12 
1,746,906 

• 

S. I. 

o 2 
o 2 
o 2 
o 2 
o 2 
o 2 
o 2 
o 2 
o 2 
o 2 
o 2 
o 2 
o 2 
o 2 

d. ACRES. I £ 
1:li 3,739,600 1,693,709 

3,834,663 1,719,979 
3,869,426 IS:!9,611 
3,873,490 1,732,206 

2 3,798,281 1,716,983 
21 3,792,096 1,71',424 
2 3,804,648 1,718,968 
2 3,830,041 1,732,18' 
Il

i 
3,846,921 1,738,691 

I 3,888,310 1,750,654 
1 3,931,366 1,766,634 
1 3,982,901 2,001,660 
ot I ',059,099 2,03Z,0071 
Of 4,106,828 2,066,979 

1 . 

£ •. 4. 

~. : I~t 
o 8 III 
g; I~i 
090 
o 9 0 
o 9 06 
o 9 ot 
090 
o 8 03! 
010 i 
o 10 0 
o 10 0 

£ 
286,238 
3a6,090 
361,873 
370,228. 
366,9B' 
358,440 
357,368 
369,971 
311,477 
268,823 
288,496 
86,400 
80,317 
76,183 

£ 
49,616 
93,782 
(14,203 
83,022 
8L.803 
67,'li7 
79,161 
86,042 
67,236 
82,470 
86,Oi9 
74,829 
84,Ml 
83,766 

AeRBI. S 
19,9h6,M6 3,766,990 
20,OO9T616 3,864,669 
19,904,680 3,886,8" 
19,171,637 3,836,613 
18,932,679 3,808,616 
18.772,370 8.777,60. 
19,096,867 3,822,260 
19,326,907 3,864,996 
19,438,274 3,868,664 
19,8.5,750 3,800.161 
20,324,603' .3,8:14,686 
20,499,137 3,887,643 
20,7t3,229 3,924,149 
21,043,960 3,961,832 

j! 

hU 
o 
o 
o 
o 

° o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

•• d • 
8 9 
3 lot 
3 lot 
4 0 
4 01 
4 Ol 
, 0 
3 lit 
3 III 3 9 
3 9 
8 9. 
3 9f 
3 9, 

TbIS statemeut cannot be earned back before 1862 .. 63, as the detailed mfonuation-m eo1umnl3 to 16 mc1u81ve d081 not Rut m a: complete form pnor to that yfa.r. 
Column 2 ehowfl the ofttUld f'ftllisatiom of land 'revenue for MOO Ye8r, which are the eama as thelUrt'mt dImMul for that year, oolumn 6, min",. any BUIDI untrollected within the Yl\IU", and pi", collectionl of 

arrea.re of former yean. This explain. the discrepanciea between columna 2 and 6. 
, Column 3 MOWI the fixed land revenue demand on the zemindari or permanently .ettled eatatea, asa6saed at a lump sum on each eeta.te. The total area of theae estates ia about 21 million acres, 'but the. area. 

1)f cultivntion within them not being known, they are excluded from columna B to 16 inclueive. 
, When lemindari lands r~ceive water from Government work!! of irrigation they pay wa.ter.rate in addition to their fixed aaleBsment. ThiB water .. rate ncw amounts W from 70,0001 to 80,0001 a year, and 

il. included in. columna 4:, 12 and 16, as it it Dot dis~ed in the accounte from ",ater-ratea on land nat permanently aettled. 'I'he tlgurea for the recent years do not, however, include the water .. rate on 
zemindui mods. .' , . 

Column. comprise. all items of land revenue dtllJl&IlCl Qther than the fixed &a1!16IIlIDent of zelnindari estate.. 'The principal item is that 01 the revenue of land!! held at full aBBelllmente direct from Govern~ 
mont or Ryotwari lands (,olumn. 7 and 10); the other item. are watGr-rateo, &c. (columna 12 and 13); quit· rent. on mnda and villag .. portiallr eIempt from ..... amont (in area about 71 million acre.), abont 
2Sg,000£; and. numerous minor itemJ, auch as sales of grazing on Government waste lands and the like, known aaland revenue" miscellaneous,' about 30,000/.- • 

Columns 6 to 16 give the details -of the land held aubject to full rates of &8IIeument on Ryotwari Bettlement or direct from Government. North and South Canara are excluded from. these colU11lJl8, 81 the 
1l~ of cultivation 'in these distriots are not ahown in the revenue return .. and also, for the lame te&llon, the diatrict of MalabRl' prior _to 1866·66. 

These lands are diatinguiahed aooording to the main alaasiicatioa in aBe under the Madr&a rewnU8 lYatem, vii., into lands (11",,1481 unirrigated (columna 6 to 8); and -land I'"HlIII as irrigated (oolUJDDa 
t~ll~ .' . -

Thia~cati.n, howev~ needa-aome-u.planation. [OonliNrutf QIt lUst paul. 



Pi.It._Landl irrigated by works which are private p>oporty (al. forlnalanee; "oIIa oonmueted by Ihelandholdor) are ....... d .t "nirrigated .... tee. and .re consoqnenl1y anlered In <lClDlDrl 8. 
8_dly.-In order to .xhibit the direol ... turn trom _lain large' irrigation _ks eonmucted b'l Government Ibo charga for ... tor IU,Rpli.d from them ia in tho retum •• hown aI, "._to (001I11III\ 

12) .. paraloll from tho land ...... mant. and tho landa irrigated are abown as .... osed a! dry ratee. an hev. been enlered nnd .. column B. 111. principal of th ... worlta .... Ibo.o on tho ri .... GodII.ari ... <1. 
XiItns, and the areas of land oIuaed as U dry II irrigated frolll them were in 1878 about 640,000 and 266,000 aorea respectively. 

From tho abo •• il will b ... en thet tho area aotually irrigable b ..... much larjJ8T proportio" to th" tola! .... of flUly ... _d oooupiod Ja..d than would appear from Ibo proportion 01 tho orea oIuIOd .. 
irrigatad ( .. Ium>! 9) to Ih. total ..... (eolum..14). , 

And it must b. ob ..... d thot th ....... giv .... <lClumm B. 9. 14 ..... 01 holdiog&. no! otoultiyalion. "ttuny ...... od Ja..ds. In ordinary yoan, .bout88 per_to of th ...... held on Ryolwan .. ll1emont ill 
ucler the plough, Imd 12 per cent. falloW or paatllre. , . 

The water-rate on wei lands in tho God&van and Kiotna delta •• amounlinJr to about 200.000 and odd. b .. baen inoluded In tho ......".onlon wet lauds Bine. 1887·88 instead 01 under water·rala .. bator&. 
CoIWllllJ 7 and 10 moW' the regular ordiml.ry aueaament af the two clasl61 of fnny &88eued laDdJ, IUld oo]umn,& 8 and 11 the aVBrage rate per acre at that &84el8Qlent.. But under certain circl1llDltanoea, an 

erira charge on &CCWunt of the use of wateT may be made either on drr.la.nda, water-rate (collUnn 12) ft.8 explfrlned a.bove, or on wet la.ndi, an ez.tra. charge when a IJ8COD.d orop is grown (ooJllmJl 18). bsoaan 
the ordinary II OOD.f!;olidated " ass8ltameDt (80 called aa inoluding both loil &lid wate~te) it calculated lor one crop only. 

·OolumDl 14 to 16 thow the total fUea, 8Ueaament, and rate of fuUy B.8a68sed 18.lldJ; but theee oolumb.l also need ao~e expla.nation. 
Prior to 1866·66 tho returns .howed .. parate1r /rom the rnoiu olaists 01 "dry" and " w.I'· .ortaiu olb.r _eo 01 Iully ....... d land •• amounting ,Itogeth .. to 860.000 or .00.000 ...... Th. prineipal 

of thaae minor olaQBlwere IllJarden," Qrl&nda imgated by Viells. In 1865laudl watered by private wellil were relievod of any imPOIt beyond the "drf" rate and a.U landa were ola.uUled u either fCcity " 
fI!' ~I wet." This accounta for the a.rea. in column 14 mowing more than the aggregate of oo1umna 6 and 9 in the earlier years. . 

~' It baa already been explained that the water~ra.te on Z8lI:iindari land, inigated by Government works is included in column '12. The total asaeeament, column 16. of Ryotwari'holdings i. thul ahOW'D. U 
high .. by 10.0001 or 80.0001 a yaar (the amounl of the ZamjltdQ.ri wate ....... C.) thaa it l'OIIlly ia, and tho av .... go rale of ........... e (.01""",16) iI also proportionale\J' 100 hia'h. Tho tigu'" for reoonl years do 
.. 01 in~luds ClIo water roc .. on ZOIDiadati land •• 
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(d.) S.tatement showing the valus of land i" certai" districts of the M9d1'a. Pre"denov. 

(1) Statement •• htYwing the average value of land per acre 'n the Tanjo •• Dish·i.i. 

Years. Wot lauds. I Remarks. 

... 
1828·84 ... . ... ... ... 19 The values for the yM1'B 
1824-26 ... ... ... .. . 18 up to 1862-63 hAv. 
1826.26 ... ... ... ... 15 been deduco&d from the 
1826.27 ... ... .. , ... 9 .&1u88 entered in tho 
1827.28 ... ... ... .. . 9 deeds of sa.le and 
1828·29 ... ... ... .. . 25 mortgage of lands 
1829-80 ... ... ... .. , 18 paying revenne to 
1880.81 ... ... ... .. . 15 Government, whioh 
188l,,32 . ,. ... . .. ... 16 paased through the 
1882-88 ... ... .. . ... 18 Collector's ofIioe nnder 
1888·84 ... ... ... .. . 19 the eystem of WR8st 
1884-85 ... ... ... ... 18 registry, which for .. 
1886·86 ... ... ... .. . 18 marly prevailed in the 
1886·S7 .... ... ... '" 19 diatrict. 
1887-38 '" ... ... ... as Tho selling pricss for 
1888.39 ... ... ... .. . SO tho years subseqnent 
1889-40 ... ... ... .. . 28 to 1862-63 ha.ve been 
J840.41 ... ... ... .. . 27 deduced from the 
184142 ... ... ... .. . 27 ~lues given, in tho 
1848-43 ... ... ... '" 26 deeds of ea.la registered 
1843.44 ... ... . .. '" 24 in tho .Registration 
1844·45 . " ". ... ... 26 offioea. 
1862.68 ... ... ... .. . 89 
1868·69 '" ... ... ." 161 
1869·70 ... ... .. . ... 160 
1870-71 ... . .. ... .. . 148 
1871·72 ... .. , ... ... 188 
1872-78 ... ... . .. . .. . 182 
1873·74 ... ... ... 146 -
1874.76 ... ... ... . .. 126 
1875·76 ... ... ... ... 15S 

I 1876·77 ... ... ... ... 180 
1877·78 ... ... ... ... 172 

(2) Tabla .!lOwing the .elling·p,iceJI of./and i" certai" oil/"ges in the Tanjor. Dis/rict pet' lIer •• 

11888.89. I 1840. 1 1885--88.1 Taluk. Village. Retnarko. 
-

88. BS: BS. 

Bhiylli ... ... ... Alalrndi ... ... ... 21 25 235 The selling prices for the 
Do. .. , ... ... VaUuvakkudi ... .. . 8 20 170 y .... 1888.89 and 840 
Do. ... ... ... Kila.ngandl'" .., ... 81 88 800 &1'e the values deduced 

. Do. ... ... ... Kee1a.yur ... . .. .. . 42 62 272 from tho prices for 
Do. ... ... Cadavaaal ... . .. 20 21 182. which lands wo .. Bold 

Kumba.1r6n&Ill .. , ... Y &Tagl'a.h&ra.m ... .. . 47 48 488 lor orre&I"II of revenue. 
Do. ... .... Kadicba.mba.di ... .. . 88 46 409 Those for 1885-88 are the 
Do. ... ... Valangiman ... ... 12 80 244 a.verages deduced from 
Do. ... ... 'l'Ulayambur ... .. . 11 72 892 the sale deeds registel"$! 

Ta.njore ... ... . .. Perambuliyur ... ... 108 108 672 in .Registration offices. 
Do. ... ... .. . Vaitbinathampalli .. . 42 129 647 

(3) Table showing the p,,,;ceS paid 'n ·the TinneveUy Du.triot for the .am. lands at different 
.ale .... cel·tain.d /rom regis/"aUo" ,records. 

8herm6devi, AmMsamudram Ta/"k.-=Survey No. 1348, nunjah acres' (j'74, sold in 
1865 for Rs. 330, fetched Rs. 1,102-8-0 in 1890. . . 

Shemhag""ama.pad,:, NdngllMri Ta[.uk.-Sorvey No. 120 (a) and (0), extent acres 0'64, 
Bold in J 866 for RB. 116, was resold in 1885 for Ro. 200. 

VadakkuMrnananallllr, ArnMsamlld"am TaZ,,".-Survey No. 634, nunjsh aores 0'80, Bold 
in 1868 for Rs. 182, fetched Rs. 275 in 1889. 

Anuppa.nkulam, S6tur Taluk.-Punjah field Burvey No. 9 (b), aores 3'3, sold in 1872 
for Rs. 98, fetched Rs. 290 in 1889. . . 

Gopalasamlldrllm, Amb6satnudram T"Zllk."'-Nunjsh field No, 286, 8 cents., sold iu' 11<74 
for Re. 50, fetched Re. 262-8-0 in 1882. . 

She",bayavamp"ri, Nt£ngunm '/'alllk.-Survey No. 51 (b) and 112 (0), nunjsh acreS 1'21, 
Bold in 1875 for Re. 297, fetched Rs. 825 in 1889. . 

Anaiku/r .... , Srlvilliplltur Ta{uk.-Punjah No. 156 (b), acres 1'95, sold .in 1870 for Rs. M, 
fetched Rs. 100 in 1879. • . 

. -
48 
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(4) Table showing the "..ices paid ... the Ooimbat0r6 Distriot 101' the "",,;. land.! on tl.8 '8II61'a' 
OCOQS'0'1I8 when they changed hand.!, ascertained from Regiatration recorth. 

. 1. Anupa"l'allayam.-ll·18 acres of punjah lands (survey Nos. 26, 37 a.nd 38), were 
lold in 1860 for Rs. 225; a portion of the lauds, i.e., Burvey No. 37, measuring 1i'4~ aores, W&8 

sold in 1882 for Rs. 500. 

2. ·Kumalapalayam.-SuNey Nos. 57, 58 and 59 (extent 6'1 acres) of nunjah lands, were 
sold in 1848 for Re. 1,200. They were sold in 1877 and 11180 for Re. 1,900. 

3. Kurich'.-Survey Nos. 370, 452 and 41i4 (extent aores 8'42 of nunjah lands), sold in 
1858 for Ra. 750, were resold in 1887 for Rs. 1,8S0. . 

4. Deva1'ayapu,am.-Survey Nos. 55 and 56, acres 8'62 of punjah lands, sold in 1847 for 
Rs. 200, were resold in 1876 for Rs. 300. 

5. Ramanathapuram.-Survey Nos. 138, 143 and 1S8, extent 6'97 acres of nunj .. h lands, 
were sold in 1855 for Re. 3S0. A portion of the lands (No. 143) meSBuring 2'87 acres, Was 
sold in 1876 for Rs. 1,300. 

6. Vellalu1'.-Burvey NOB. 225 and 226, extent 9'10 acres of punjab lands, sold in 1849 for 
Rs. aO.8-0, were resold .in 1885 for Rs. 200. . 

7. Sanganur.-Pnnjab land, Nos. 248, 249 and 250, sold in 1863 for Rs. 50, fetched Ra. 200 
in 1884. 

8. Kumaralingam.-Paimash Nos. 80 and 89, extent 2'2cawniea, were sold in 1847 for. 
Rs. 225. No. 39 alone was resold in 1876 for Rs. 550 and in 18110 for Rs. 900. 

9 • .dvalappampatti.-Paimash No. 87, extent S·i4 vaJ,lams of punjab land, Rold in 1852 for 
Rs. 716, fetched in 1881 Rs. 1,000. 

10. Kallapu1'am.-Pa.imash Nos. 233 and 234, extent cawnies 2-14-2, sold in 1872 for 
Rs. 500, fetched in 1890 Rs. 1,SOO. 

11. Kallapu1'am.-Paimash No. 248, sold in 1873 for Ra. 100, fetched in 1890 Re. 600. 

12. Mevadi.-Pa.imash Nos. 186, 116 and 88, sold in 1876 fOr Rs. 600, fetched Re. 800 in 
1890. 

18. Nunjahthothakurichi.-Field No. 203, wet acres 0'75, was sold in 1876 and 1880 for 
Rs. 200 and in 1890 for Re. 250. 

14. Nunjalithothakurichi.-Field No. 31, wet BOres 1'5, W&8 sold in 1876 for Ra. 875 and 
Rs. 400 and in 1879 for Rs. 5110 and Rs. 450. 

. (5) Statement Bhowing the prW.eB of land8 per aCI'B in the Ooimbotore DiBtrict dedueed from the 
.tati~tiC8 ,.elating to applieatitmBlor tramfer of '8IIen,", reg;"try (eretracted fi"01n the Coim
batore DiBtrict Manual. 

Erode· t&luk. Coimbatore taJuk. Poll6chi t&lak. Udamalpot taJuk. 
y ....... 

I I Garde •. I I I~ Wet. D..,.. Wet. Dry. Wet. Dry. Wet. 

BS. BS. BS. ... BI. BS. BI. ... ••• ;L850·51 ... '" 28 9 69 ... ... ... .. . . .. ... 
1856·66 ... ... 82 8 81 ... ... .. . ... ... '" 1860.61 ... ... 111 7 89 ... ... .. . .. . . ... ... 
1865.sa ... ... 222 U 80 ... ... . .. ... ... 
1870-71 ... ... 296 16 130 ... '" sa l!O 271 28 
1878·7' ... ... . .. ... ... 119 18 65 S2 189 114 
1876·76 ... ... 8~ 16 90 200 18 sa 18 276 82 
1878-79 ... ... ... .. . 109 11 92 80 638 114 
1880·81 ... '" 286 l' 77 156 17 168 83 185 28 
1882-68 ... ... S69 1& 99 188 7 20S 83 Z'1 SO . 



• 
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Slat.ment .1101.ing 1M "".rag. prioo. of lands pn- acre in Ih. 8611.'1'01 tal"b of Ih. Ooimbalor. 
D'.I';cl, deduced from Ih •• ~18 ti •• de registered ... 1M RegiBflralion office. from 1878-79 ta 
1882-83. 

Taluks a.nd di'risions. I Wet. I Dry. I Ganlen. 

• ... BS • RB. 
Azavakarohi ... ... ... ... .. . ~5 16 59 
Avanlshi ... ... ... .. . ... ... 117 18 81 
Bh8.va.ni ... ... ... .. . ... ... 78 16 46 
Dhtr6.pnram ... ... ... ... . .. 600 11 84 
Erode ... ... ... ... ... .. 866 26 88 
Ka.rUr ... ... ... ... ... .. . 277 14 88 
KoUegC&l ... ... ... ... ... ... 118 S7 
Ktngyt1im ... ... ... .. . ... ... 100 16 78 
MettupAJa.i1am ... .. ... ... .. . 128 8 66 . 
Palladam ... .. .. ... ... ... .. . 162 28 6B 
PernndurM ... ... ... . .. ... .. . 60 21 ." 
PoJlAohi ... ... ... ... ... .. . 145 25 62 
S.tyamangalam .. , '" ... ... ... l!49 19 66 
Udamolpet ... ... .. , . " .. . ... 294 S2 67 . 

I -------Average for the distriet ... 266 20t 46 I 

Statem ... t .howing the price. of lund, "or acro in the Kumoo! District, deduced fr.m 
the "a I .... • nter.d in the .ale d.ea. r.gist.red in the RegiBflration otJicea during the 1I.a~. 
1882-86. 

I· 
-

I I Taluks and divisiona. Wet lands. All lands • 

• 
BB. A. P. BS. A. P. 

Kurnool ... ... ... . .. .. . 47 8 2 1011 7 
Mma.lle.k6t ... ... ... ... . .. 66· 4 0 11 4 8 
P&ttikonda ... ... - ... .. . ...... 6 18 11 
Pyapali ... .. ... ... .. . 42 14 4 12 2 0 
Koilknntla. ... ... ... ... .. . 54 2 6 1811 , 
Owk ... ... ... ... . .. 60 2 8 2814 9 
Sirve! ... ... ... .... .. . 48 9 8 14 II 6 
N ... dyil ... ... ... . .. ... 85 1 9 22 811 
A.tmak6.r ... ... ... ... . .. 18 15 9 1110 2 
N a.ndik6tkur .. , ... ... .. . . .. 701411 IS 18 8 
Ra.IVf. ... ... ... ... '" 220 0 2 18 0 8 
1I'''k6.pur ... ... '" .. . ... 4718 8. 1616 S 
Oumbum ... ... ... '" ... 88 , 0 28 7 9 
Giddolur ... ... ... ... .. . 491S11 21 6 0 

...... 16 1 8 

(8) Statement .huwing the .01. 1101 .... of Zands per aero ... the Anantap"" Di.flrid., dedU<led 
fTom .010 ae.a. TegiBtered in the 1180/1'8 1878-79 to 1885-86. 

- Wet. 
J 

Garden. I Dr,. 

. 
BII. 88. 88. 

Whole district esoluaive of Tadpatri ... 46 27 6 
Ta.dpatri ta.luk ... , ... ... ... 82 61 16 
Whole distriot ... ... ... ... 47 88 10 
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(e.) Tabls slwwing the m.Uo oj Go".rnment &8M8ment to gross produce of lands. 

(1) Statement dowing the average ouetu,." of lands per tl.I'r8 (Ola8s IV) on whicll till aBB68smenl 
was fJased bg the Bettlement Departmtnt. . 

Sorta. .1 Wa~ 8rd group. Dry lot grouP. Remarb. I Madras ............ Madras measures. -
1.t, B .. ~ ... ... ... 1140 "' 

} Varagu:and ragi. 
Bnd, Good ... ... ... 720 880 
Brd, Ordinary ... ... ." 600 816 
4th, Inferior ... . .. ... 630 286 
6th, Worst ... ... . .. 4060 - • 

The commutation rate for pa.ddy was Re. 105, for val'8gn Re. 89, for mgi Re. 142. The 
oommutatloil. price is taken at 12t per cent. lees thau market prices. 

(2) Btaument showing tAe value of out/urn per /Ul1" and tAt< commutation rate of each claB8 of land 
for weI and drg. . . . 

IV.lua of oullurn. One-sizth dedne- Oultivation ez .. Remainder. Bate. - tion. peuses. 

w.t. 
BIt. A. P. BB. A. P. BB. A. P. 88. A.. P. '88. A. P. 

1.1 27 9 0 4 9 6 11 0 0 11 15 6 6 0 0 
Bnd 28 10 0 8 16 0 912 0 9 16 0 6 0 0 
Brd 19 11 0 8 4- 0 8 8 0 714 6 4- 0 0 
4th 17 6 9 B 14 4 7 8 0 61511 H 8 0 
51h 16 1 6 II 8 8 6 8 0 6 1 8 8 0 0 

:1)'11, 

1.1 ... ... .. , 16 8 6 8" 1 6 8 0 6 2 6 8 0 0 
2nd ... . .. ... 18 8 6 B 410 6 0 0 4 14 8 2 8 0 
8rd ... ... ..' 10 " 7 211 8 410 0 8 811 113 0 
4th ... ... .. . 9 18 8 II 7 "' "' 6 0 2 15 11 1 8 0 
61h ... ... .. , 8 6 1 2 1 6 4- B 0 2 » 7 1 0 0 

(3) Stat611lerit shdwing fllB average yield, the cultivation tIIlp,n868 and the "ene per acre in the 
United Kingdom and in thB lllad'faB Presidenty. 

United KiDgdom. Madras Presidenoy. 

- I I Wheat. Barl.,.. Dry. Wet • 
. . . , 

e •• c!. e •• c! • BO. ... P. BO • .. . •• 
V &lae of produce ... ... .., .... 817 " 7U 9 8 011 26 7 1 
Cultivation ellpeD888 ... . .. ... 5 2 I , 1 8 a 8 10 9 8 ~ 

Rent ... . .. '" ... ... ... ' 114 9 III 1 1 8 2 6 1 9 

Bates &Juf taxes ... ... ... ... 0 a "' 0- S It ...... . ..... -ToW ... 1 17 1 1 18 , 1 8 a D 1 II 

Ratio.of rent to produoe ... ... ... 19'68 20'48 14'87 20'08 
Farmer'. profit ... ... ... .. . 111 9 1 16 9 8 911 10 IS 7 

. 



... 
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(4) StaUmtflt slwwing tlae INJtmJt o/llllotwar lands ktued out j" tla. Ooimhalore district ;111889, the GMel'1lment aB866B1116t1t and the rent stipulated to h. 
paid to the proprietor. (prepa"ed/rom registration .tatuties). 

;Dry. GardeD. W.t. 
l. 
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ACBII, BI. ... ... B •• !ClloJ/ll. ... BI • B,. .. . .lOBII. .. ; BI • B •• 

• 
Xuma.mpalo1yam ... ... 40 68 61 109 1'1 -1'1 8 18 1~ 81 " l'4o 6'2 1 1'8 8 6 S'8 
Oana}lathi ... ... ... 81' 198 818 1,595 ' 1'8 8'8 ... I· ... ... ... ... .. . .. . , ... .. . ... .. . 
Gudal ..... ... . .. ... ~, 258 885 2,893 1'4 9'8 ... , .. '" ... .. . . .. 1 1 & 25 & 
lIettopa1aiy_ ... ... 42 88 185 '8 "'40 ... ... .. , .. . ... .. , 7 89 281 1,579 6 
Pollaobi ... ... . .. 61 788 77P 2,677 '99 8'4 ... ... .. , ... ... '" 14 286 980 6,401 . S'S 
Auaimalai ... , .. .. , 8 76 77 285 1 ' 8'7 ... ... ... . .. .. . .. . 2 ai 110 800· S'6 
Udamalpet ... .. ... 78 1,049 1,187 6,699 1'1 &." ... ... .. . .. . ... .. . 10 84 185 1,911 6'" 
Dharapnram ... ... ... 4& 802 704 2,494 '9 8'1 ... ... .. . ... ... . .. 8 8 78 268 9'1 
An.&kuriobl ... ... ... 11. 187 105 266 '8 1'9 ... ... .. . ... .. . .. . ... ... . ... ... 
Karor ... ... ... 16 191 100 4010 ' '8 8" . .. ... .. . ... . .. .. . 98 144 1,189 &,569 8 
Kodumudi '!' ... ... 21 184 170 709 '9 8'8 ... ... '" ... .. . .. . 7 8 62 .887 7'7 
Krode ... ... . ... ... 10 66 101 481 1'6 7'8 .. . ... .. . .. ... '" 27 68 949 4,868 1& 
PerundT1m ... ... ... 80. 26a 850 1,066 1'8 ". ... ... ... .., ... '" .. . '" ... ... ... 
B.",am ... ... ... za 167 189 1,081 1-1 6'4 . .. ... ... ... .. . .. . ... . .. ... ... ... 
Oopiobettlpal&yam ... " . 1 R 12 400 1'6 6' 2 8 8 71 I'S 11'8 40 17 148 647 8"1 
Satiamangala.m .. , 

'" 6 85 44 887 1'8 11 1 17 IB 180 '7 8' 8, 7 71 261 10'1 
AvaDBshi ... ... ... 14 149 171 644 l'l 4'8 8 66 76 407 1'4 7'8 , .. . • . .. Bulnr .. , ... ... . .. 86 488 459 1,578 l'l 8'7 .2& 887 440 2,9~ 1'8 8'6 6 22 188 996·' 8'4 
Pa.JladA.1Q, ... ... . .. 182 1,471 1,~2 7,006 1 ,·S ... ... ... .. . '" ... ... ... .. . .. . ... 
Kanjo.yam. .. , ... ... 95 1,81S 9 S S,705 '7 2'1 ... ... ... .. . ... , .. .. . ... ... 
Xon.gal ... ... ... , 18 18 60 1 8'S ... '" ... ... ... 24 400 296 1,289 N 
Ooimba.tore ... ... a8 601 4007 1,81' 'S 8'S ... , ... ... . .. .. . 14 109 6ij9 1,694 8'8 ... ... 

- ~ - ----- - - -
Total , .. 691 8,118 8,110 8S,4ri7' , '1 "1 400 629 654 8,698 l'8 S'8 285 809'S' 6,079 2&,120 6'S 

N .... -Th. GOVOl'ZlIIIODI ..... ,ment ill paid by thele .. or. 
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(5) Tablu .howing tho "".t oj Galtivalion, ~c., lof' an UCf'O 01 CIIrla'" gTa;,.. ira th .. Stlttlf' . PII{""'. 
oftlui 7~"'III!v.IlV Di.drid, tI& _lain • .z by tlui Agricultaral [N8p.ct9r Pr4,UJtartlha", .digaf'. 

(a) Oing.lIlI. ... .... P. 

a ploughings reqniring 4. pairs of eattle ... ... 2 0 0 
Sowing ... o 12 0 
Seed ... ... 0 4 0 
1 ploughing throngh the crop, 1 pair 0 8 0 
:Reaping, 6 men ... ... • .. _ ... 1 0 0 
~'hreshing for 3 days, 6 men 1 0 0 

Ii 8 0 
Assessment ... ... ... '" 1 0 0 

Total 6 8 0 
Value of onthum (Ii kotahs or 144 measures at 7 measnres a 

rupee) ... ... . .. , .. 20 8 0 

Balance ... 14 U 0 

(b) a"mbu follOUling cumbulof' a BaRf/hili Of' 8'64 acre •• 

a plonghing., H pairs of cattle '" 7 0 () 
Sowing, 4. pairs . • .. '" 3 0 0 
Seed (cumbu, mochai, tattampayarn, kalluppayarll, green-gram, 

<J&Stor) .•. • .. ... 2 0 0 
Bullock hoeing, 3 pairs ... 1 8 0 
:Reaping, 16 men ... . .. 2 8 0 
Watching ... '" 1 0 0 

Total ... 17 0 0 

Value of produce-
6 kotabs of cumbu , .. 48 0 () 
1 kotah of pulses, &c. 7 0 0 
4 cart.loads of straw .. , ... ... . .. ... 12 0 0 

Total ... 67 0 0 
Balance on 1 Sanghili ... 50 0 0 

Or on ODe acre ... 14 () 0 

(c) 0118 Ballgmli (3'64 acr •• ) rif cumbu after cot/un. 

Sowing, 4 pairs ... . .. 8 0 0 
Seed ... ... ... ... 0 8 () 
Bullock.hoeing, 3 pairs .... . .. 1 8 0 
Reaping, 16 men . ... .. 2 8 0 
W~tching • .. , ... . .. '" 1 0 0 

Total .e;- 8 8 0 

Outturn-. 
4 kotabs of cumbo ... ... 82 0 0 
8 cart.loads of straw ... ... • •• ... ... 9 0 0 

Total ... 41 0 0 
Balance on one Sanghili 32 8 0 

. On one acre ... 9 4 0 

(d) 0118 dcr. 01 cholum grO'llJ'A U II Joildsr crop. 

Seed, 30 measures .. , ... ... ... 2 0 0 
Sowings ... . .. ... .. . o 12 0 
Reaping, 12 men ... ••• ... ... . .. 2 0 0 

Total ... 412 0 
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Outtum- RS. A. P • 

3 cart-loads at Re. 4.8.0 each ••• ... .. , 18 8 0 

Balance ... 8 12 a 

(e) One acre of chola.". grow" IU G grain crop. 

8 ploughings, 4 pairs 
Sowing . • •• 
Beed... .. 
Ploughing the crop 
Reaping, 6 men 

Outtum-
Cholum, 21 kotahs 
:I cart-loads ot straw 

. .. 
• ... 

... 

... 

.., 

200 
o 12 0 
(). 6 0 
080 
1 a 0 

Total 4 10 0 

e,.' 15 a 0 
9 0 0 ---

. Total 24 0 Q --
Ba.\anC9 ... 19 6 0 ..,.. 

(f) OM Sanghili (3'64, acru) 0' varag" grow" lUG ",;"'d crop, 

8 ploughings ... ... 7 0 0 
Sowing, 4 pairs ... ... ... 8 Q 0 

• Seed-
Varaga, 24 measures ... 1 8 0 
Red-gram, 21 meaallres 0 6 0 
Castor, 21 measures .. , 0 6. 0 
Bullock-hoeing, 3 pairs .... 1 8 0 
Weeding, 24 women ... '" '" 2 0 0 
Reaping, 32 men ... ... /) 6 0 
Threshing ... ... ... ... ... .. . 2 8 0 

Total ... 28 10 0 

O~ttorn- . 
20 kotahs of varaga 90 0 0 
12 marskals of castor ." 5 0 0 
12 marakals of red.gram .•. ... 4 0 0 
3 cart-loads o£Straw ... 9 0 a 
40 bundles of ca.stor plants ... - 2 0 0 
40 bundles of red-gram ... 2 0 0 • . . 

Tot&l ••• 112 0 0 . --
Balsnce ror one Sangbili ... 88 6 0 

- Balance for one acre ... 25 o a 
--

(g) One acre of B."gal.gram~ 

2 ploughings, 3 pairs of caUl.e ... 1 8 0 
Sowing, 2 pairs ... ... 1 8 0 
Sower (1) . • 0. '" 0 3 0 
Seed, 7 mea.sures ... o 12 0 
Harvesting, 6 lDen ... ... .•. ... 1 a 0 
Threshing ... ... '" ." ... ... 0 4 0 

5 3 a 
Onttum-

36 measures ... ... ... . .. 15 0 0 --Balance 9 13 0 
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(h) 0,.8 acre of hor"-gram. 

Seed, 6 measures 
Sowing; 1 pair 
Harvesting, 6 men __ • 
Th1'eshing, 2 men 

... ... 

Outtorn-
lkotah of horsEl-gram 
6 marakaIs of castor 
Stemps and pods ... 

_ .. ... 
... '" 

'" 

Ci) On, a .... of Ootton. 

8 ploughiug requiring 5 pairs 
Seed ••• ••• .•• • •• 
Manore (t of the .velne of 20 cart-loads) 
Sowing 

'" 
8 weeding& _,_ 
Watching the crop 
Clearing the pienta ... 

Assessment. ... , 

.... ... 

... 
Total 

.. . .1. P. 
0 8 0 
o 12 0 
1 I) 0 
0 6 0 --
2 10 0 

6 0 0 
2 0 0 
1 0 0 

Total 9 0 0 
Balance .,. 6 6 0 

... 2 8 0 .. , 0 4 0 ... 1 8 0 
o 12 0 
1 8 0 
0 8 0 ... . .. 012 I) 

---
7 12 0 
1 8 0 --

Outtnrn of unclea.ned 
Ra. 22 a podi 

Total 

cottOn 1l podia (of 828 lb. each) at 

9 ,4 0 --
... 83 0 0 

8 cart-loads of pienta ... '" ... . .. 1 8 0 

Total ... 34 8 0 

Balance or profit ... 26 4 0 

_ ..... -The Go ............. , ..... SlDoa' of 1m ..... of land .. regards (b). (e), (d). (e). (I). (gllmd 11>1 ..... 1 be laka •• 
ODe :rupee. 
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(f.)-Bn ... ,,:kB 011 tlte dlkgtd inerta1lt! ill Me ptice of Salt due to Me 8alt .&ci<te 80.felll • 

The evil features of the monopoly system of salt manufacture are the following. 
2. Under tlie monopoly system the C'rovernment undertakes a work for whioh private 

agency is better fitted. The Government cannot by means of its officers manufactnre salt .... 
ch .... ply as private individuals, under the stimnlus of self-interest, can. I do not put this on 

. _the laiB... (a.ire or any-other abstract principle, bnt on tbe experienoed reeulte of the monopoly 
system when it was in force. There are certainly cases in which Government can advantage
onsly nt;d .. rtake the supply of services to the community, such as for instance the Pos1Bl. 
service, the Telegraph 'and_ perhaps in this crnntry, even Rnilways_ 1'hese are all cases in 
.... hich the work to be done is spread over snch large tracts of conntry, and is of such invariable 
routine character as to "",ke ita ... gulatioll. by general rules issued by a Government department 
possible and desirable Iu these cases, the work done by the officers of the departmAnt in 
different parta of the country is such that tne failure or I .. xity on the p&rt of one of them is 
liable to immedi .. te detection and exposure by throwing out of gear almost instent&neonsly the 
work of those similarly employed in otber parts. Noone will maintain that ... It manufacture 
is a business of this kind. As in agrioulture, so in the manufacture of salt, profit to the 
manufactu .... r depends on the minute attention given to details at every stage of the process of 
pruductiou und on the small and indi\'idually almost inappreciable saving in cost effected in a 
hundred ways. -

3. It may perhaps be argued tbat even nnder the monopoly system the Government 
employs the ryot.. to mannfactnre the salt and recognizes to some extent a 'right of occllpancy. 
in those ryots, who may be supposed to have an interest in making ... mnch salt and as cheaply 
as possible. This, however, i. not tbe case, and it is exootly in this respect that the monopoly 
system grievon.ly mils. 'l'he quantity to be manufactnred by earh ryot is fixed at the com
mencement of tbe m.mnfactnring season by a Government officer, and any onttUrD in e:wess 
of the quantity required by Governmellt must be destroyed_ The ryot has thus no certainty ... 
to the qllantity of salt he will be allowed to manufacture in coming years, or eve:n as to whether 
he will be permitted to mauufacture at sll ; for mannfacture must be closed if the stocks in the 
factory in queslion and adjoining factories are sufficient. He cannot, tberefore, look beyond 
the immediate present in any of his a.rrangemente for carrying on manufactnre and is practi
cally redn~ed to the position of a labourer paid a.t a bed rate ou the quantity of salt which the 
Government chooses to t..ke. 1'he variableness of the seasons renders salt m&nufactnre a 
somewhat precsrious industry; and the monopoly system makes it still more precarious. 

4. The salt, whether good or bad, must be t&ken by Government when it is not below & 
certain standard in quality; and in years in which the outturn, owing to- nnfavonrable season ;. 
deficient, a.ny salt that is delivered must b" accepted. A s the Government pays at the same 
rate for good and bad ... It, the incentive to the production of good salt is weakened. -It is to 
the intere.t of the Government officer having large stocks of bad salt to force it on the publio 
by withbolding the sales of good salt nntil the former are got rid of. This very freqnently 
happe,\ed when tbe monopoly system was in force throughout the Presidency. It is no donbt 
tme that the portion of the population which cares for good 6&lt is at present a small one, 
but small a.. it is, it is increasing. Under the monopoly system tbere is no chan~ of the 
taste of the higher classes of the community for good salt at increased prices finding satisfaotion, 
&nd the .. snIt must be that so long as the system is in force, the demand for good sslt will be 
smothered, unless tbe Governmeut nndertakes to snpply salt of different qn&lities at different 
casts to snit the tsstes of the dilfereut classes of oonsumers. This, it is hardly necessary to say; 
will be a chimerical undert .. kin~ and lead to pecnlation and waste. That any part of the 
community shonld be debarred from getting salt of good quality when it is willing to pay for it is 
a considerable grievance, and tbe ,,-ievance is all the greater when it is remembered that good 
... It i. really cheap salt too. For instance, A manufactnres salt containing 96 per oent. sodinm 
cbloride llid 4 per cent. impurities, while B turns out s"lt with 99 per cent. chloride of sodinm 
and 1 per cent. impurities. Under the excise system if each man be &!lowed to sell the salt 
at such price as he can get for it, A may realize for his salt 3 annM and B 41 ann ... over and 
above tbe duty of Rs. 2-8-0 paid to Government. As, however, B's ... It contains a little over 
3 per cent. jIIore of sodium chloride than A's, the pnrch .... r of A.'s salt saves in -dnty more 
than he luBeS iu cost price, and, on the whole, gete a better article for a lower price. U~der the 
monopoly system both kinds of salt would be sold at exactly the same price, 3 ann ... per 
mannd ex-duty, and the peraou wishing to obt&in by legal means the bettsr kind of salt 
might chance to obtain it as a matter of favour, JlIlt conld not get it for money. 

5. The rates of kndivaram, that is, the prices paid by Government _ for salt deliverei to it 
nnder the monopoly system, are fixed and to a great extent independent of the ohanges in the 
rates of _ges for labour prevailing in the particular localities. This wonld not ·be 't 
great grievance if the ryots were allowed to Jegnlate production each year according to tbeir 
own calculations as to probable demand, so that tbey might reconp the losses of one year from 
the gains of another. It is true tb"t the rates of kudivaram have sometimes been raised, bnt 
this is done only after it is demonstrnted to the satisfaction of the higher anthorities that 
the ryote conld not possibly manufactnre and deliver salt at the rates in force. 'l'his is not an 
f!ItJ4Y process. Moreover, tbere is considerable difference between costs of lIalt of pans situated 
Dear the platforms and of those at a grE6t disknce, the cost of carriage in the latter case being 

bO 
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higher than' in the former. The Government officers oannot take into aeooont all theae • 
differences and in_se or deorease the kndivaram in the way in which private manufacturera 
can. I find from the last annnal repOI-t of the Salt Department that Messrs. Arbl1tbnot and 
Company and other firms .wbo have entered into c:ontra<;t~ with manufacture .... in the Cb.i'.Ig1e. 
put factoM.es for short peno.ds have agreed to ~y m add,tIOn to the fixed kud.'varam addlttonal 
soms varylDg apparently WIth reference to the Inoreased cost of manufacture 10, or of transport· 
of salt from, particnlar pans; . 

6. The selling of .alt at a fixed price whether it is good or bad, light ~r beavy, gives room: 
for the play of individual preferences or partialities and oonsequent 'demoralization of the 
subordinate officers in the factories. An example will make my meaning clear. It is a well 
knowu fact that traders prefer to buy ligbt salt as they can make a greater profit out of it 
than out of heavy salt; tbe reason is that people purchase salt by the measure and light salt. 

measures more than heavy ... It, tl.e dillerence, 
being sometime.· as much as 20 per cent . 
'l'be sale of salt by measurement instead ot 
weighment is sometimes erroneor.sly ascribed 
to tbe machinations of traders who seek to 
earn a profit by deceiving iguorant purchasers 

• NO"B.-It appe8l'B from the administration repOl't of 
the Salt; nepartment tor IH9()..91, that right f"a.tltoriea iD 
the Bomba.y Presidency have made special arrangements 
for the prodnotion of light •• 11; in order to meet tihe 
demand for: it in this PreBidenc1' 

and giving them short weight. Traders do, no doubt, sometimes take undne advant.age of the 
ignoranoe of purcbasers, hut in this instance it seems to me proba ble that even if tbey reformed 
their ways and attempted to sell by weighment, the purchasers who have long been accustomed 
to purchase by ·measuremeut would imagine that fraud was intended and would not take 

. the salt. However desi.rable it may be that salt Rhould be retailed by weight and not 
by measure, any attempt to bring about this result by coercive measures, rendering penal the: 
Sale of salt by measure in the thousands of petty ,bazaars throughout th .. Presidency, will be 
attended with great risk of oppression to the poor", classes of the popUlation whose interests 
areiute:tJded to be safe-guarded ; and the Government cannot undertake legislation or 
this kind with a ligJ>.t beart. This question is intimately connected with the scheme for 

.the introduction of. greater uniformity in the measures and weights in use in this Presidency, 
which, I believe, is now onder the oonsideration of Government. If it is decided 00 take action 
in this direction, tbe measure will, 1 presume, be adopted tentativel, in the larger towns 
at first and gr"dually e1tend~d to raral tI· .. ct., the duty of enforcing the regulations prescribecl 
being entrusted to popular bodies, such as Municipal Councils and J,ocal I'und Union 
Panchayats. However tbis may be, there is the fact that ligbt salt finds greater f"vour with' 
the trade tha.n heavy salt, and this fact gives the former a higher ulue. Und"r the monopoly 
By.tem, it was in the power of the subordinate officers of the dep .. ,-tment to sell the light salt· 
to their friends, and benefit them, while heavy salt f,,11 to the lot of others_ No duubt the 
heaps were sold in the order of the numbers assigned to them, but information as to which heaps 
contained ligbt salt was not easily procurable by .. ll intending purchasers, .. nd it would be 
nothing strange if p .. rticular persons Bncceeded in getting the light salt to tbe exclusion of 
others. It comes then to this, viz., that, whereas nndor the monopoly system the 'additional, 
it may be adventitious, value borne by light ealt was appropriated either by accident or b1 
design by certain favored persons among purchasers, under the excise oystem it is ~ujoyed bi 
the person who is justly entitled 00 it, viz., the produc~r. 

7. While the monopoJ:y system on the one hand throws opon Government the serious. 
responsibility of adjusting supplies to d'Jmand with reference to the e ... ershiftiug conditi-ons. 
of trade, it deprives Governwen~ of the only means of judging ,whethl.'r and when, such an. 
adjustment is necessary, as it substitutes an artificial for a natural price whicb, under ordinary. 
circumstances, serves as an unerring index pointing to the necessity of increasing or contract •. 
ing supplies. This is an evil. of great magnitude, and now that owing to tbe extension o( 
communications and the chespening of tbe <lOst of carriage, almost all parts of the countl"y 
have been broughl into trade relations with one another and rendered sensitive to trade., 
influences, it seems to me to be perfectly idle for a Government department to nndertake the, 
duty of re!\,ulating salt production. To put the same thing in anotber way. Tbe salt trade 
cannot be Isolated frQm trade in other commodities, b~cause salt is generally bl'ougbt inland 
as a return load by traders who take grain or otber articles to the coast, and .. cbange in the 
demand' for those articles reacts on the demand for salt. In private trade under n .. tnral 
conditions the adjustment of supplies to demand is auoomatic, .hat is to say. traders and 
manufacturers who may know nothing about tbe causes in the cbanges in tbe conditions o~ 
supply and dem .. nd all over the country of an1 commodity, set about making arrangements for 
increasing or diminishing supplies by simply taking as their guide the rise or fall in prices. 
'rhe Government officers would need to l.e almost omniscient to perform this fnnction efficiently 
without the aid afforded by the natural OOUl'se of prices. : 

8. The Government by selling salt prodnced at different places at .. uniform price, without. 
reference to the cost of production or the conditions of demand and supply, bolsters np inferior, 
factories and handicaps the better Bources, the resnlt being on the whole increase in the cost ot 
salt aud loss to the community.' . 

9. The monopoly' system has not the effect of stesdying prices, as is commonly believed •. 
On the contrury, thongh. under it salt is sold at a nniform price when it leaves the factory. 



xcv' 

ont.side the factory the prices are subjected to lIuotuations all the more violent, becaos8 the 
• factory price is kept down .. t .. n aTtifioisl level. The result is that the trader bene6.ts at the" 

expense of tbe producer,except in cases in which both occup&tions are combined in the s .. me· 
person. The truth of the above observatious ",ill be seen from the following example. Take 
3 factoTiea A, Band C, at a distance of 20 miles from ea.ch other north to south. When' 
there are sufficient stocks in these factories and the faoiliGies of communications are equal, each' 
factory will supply all places within a distance of 10 miles north and sonth, besides tracts 
which are at I""s distance from it th .. n {rom other factories. 1£ stocks are deficient in A and' 
the demand great, and Government oontinue selling salt at 3 ann ..... maund, thel-e is s"re to' 
be a rnn on the factory. When the salt i. all sold out, traders from A .. nd the regions snpplied' 
by it will have to go to B, and thongh they may get the salt at 3 annas a maund, the cost ot 
csrriage will have increased. Meanwhile the factory at A having been denuded of salt, the' 
retail pric"s at that station will have enormously risen, 'Under the exoise Iystem what wonld 
hoppen i. this. When the .tocks in .A. are insuffiCIent to meet the demand, the price of sRlt in 
A will rise t .. snch an extent ... to make it profitahle for tradeta in somA of the tracts served.' 
1>y A to go to B for the s"lt. 'J'bis will again affect the price in B and then in C and so on all 
.. long the line.. The result is that no factory will he absolutely denuded of sslt, prodocing 
panic and "iolent perturbations in rctail prices, but stocks will be conserved as long as 
practicable, a diversion of trade heing effected in vanolls directions. ' 

10. The above remark., I repeat, are not baoed merely on theorctin oonsiderationB, hut on 
actual experienoe. The repnr~ of tbe Salt Commission and the annoal reporta of the adminis
tration of the ,Salt Department are full of instances of factories having been denuded of salt i~ 
the manroe. pointed Ollt. , 

11. In view of the graV'8 evil. inherent in the monopoly system, we shollld be jostified in 
giving prefereooe to the exoise sy.tem, even it it were attended with somo increase of price tei 
the con.nmer; but has there really been an inorease of price and over what? The cost pric$ 
nnder the m.,nopl>11 system h ... been .... wned to he 3 anAas for the last 30 YO&'"8, and this 
rate h... acquired in popul .. r ""timation a sort of prescriptive right to be regal'ded as the 
normal cost notwithat"nding cbanges in the rate of wages, in the value of money, and in the 
conditions of trade, Even wben the Salt Commis.ion maie their calculations, the cost of salt 
in Madra. was found to he more than 3 ann ... , and salt. was sold by Go.emmellt at the Madra. 
depat really at a loss. Assuming, however, for the sake of argul1lent, that 3 annas cOl'rectly 
represented the cost price of salt at the time when the monopoly system w ... displaced by the 
excise, it ... iIl be seen that no fair comparison can be mado between that rate and present 
excise prices without taking the following considerations into account and making due 
allowances for them :-

l.t.-Since 1881 the ssles oC $&lt in, consequence of demand from tract. onLside the 
Presidency, chiefly Oriss ... and increase of population wbioh amounts to 16'5 per cent" have 
increMed from 56 to 691lakhs of maunds or by :14 pcr cent., while the number of factories at 
work was greatly reduoed shortly hefore 1881. The increased produce would to some extent 
have had to be rai!'9d at more than propurtionate cost, even if the monopoly system had heeu 
continued throughnnt the Presidency. Thaf; this most be the case i. clear froUl statements 
contained in the administration reports of the Salt Department which go to show that the 
officers ,,( the department find very great difficulty in proollring labour for working the exten' 
sions of factories reoently ssnctioned. ..' 

2"".-The prices of excise MIt inclnde three items of Charge. which the monopoly rate 
of S annas excllldes, thongh these oharges fall eventually on the oonsomers nnder either system: 
The items are- ' , 

'(a) The additional price paid to the producer at the factory instead of to the trader 0.1 
acconnt of the inadequacy of stocks to meet the demand. as pointed out in paragraph 9,upra. ' 

(6). The additional price paid for light salt (paragraph 6 Inlpra). 
(c) The additional price paid for good salt (paragraph 4.upra). 

For example, t~e pri,,!, of excise sslt at Sllrli . in, the G~nj .. m d!strict "'1\8 4 annas S piea 
in 189U-91. The hIgh prloe was due to the restrlotlon, owmg to msufficlent stocks, of in~ 
land ssles at Ganjam (which by the wa.y is a monopol,q factory) and the conseqnent diversioa 
of trade to i;llrla. ::Ialt at aanjam is sold by Government at a fixed price of 4 'allnas (not 3 
annas), and sslea are allowed only on nertain deys and in restricted quantitios to prevent 
depletion of stocks. 'l'he conseqnence is tIu.t traders heve to go to i;urlol. and get their salt at 
an enhanced prioe incnrring probably enhanced cost of oarriage at the same time. All this 
enhanced cost is reconped by the traders by enhancing the price of salt to the consllmers 
whether the salt has been obtained from Ganjam or Surla. Nevertheless the factory price of a 
maund i. only 4 ann ... at Ganjam, while that at Surl' is 4 annas 3 pies, and this shows that the 
factory price of excise salt may he higher than the monopoly rate though really the price paid 
by the consumer may be less Ilnder the former th .. n nnder the latter system. Jt;xamples of 
c",",s of salt IlOmmallding higher or lower prices according as they are light or heavy ahound 
in the Madras dep6t, where the price of aalt varies from 4 to 7 annas. The rea.on for the 
preference for light sslt h ... ~ ah'eady heen explained. Iu the Madras retail market also salt '. 
sold at differont prices .with reference to tho quality of the .,rtiel ... 
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12. Wbat .. fter all is tbe inorease of cost of exci.e salt at present? The Mat is 4 ann88 
for tbe whole Presidency as compared with the bypothetical 3 .. nn88 under the monopoly .ystem. • 
In the MasulipBtam division it is only 2 .. unas 8 pi..a. It S88ms to me th .. t, m .. king sufficienl . 
.. UoWBnce for tbe considerations ahove pointed out, prices a.'8 really oheaper now th .. n und!'. 
tbe monopoly system. A comparison of retail prices in 1889 with thepriCt311 before 1880 
sbows tb .. t retail prices .. re in most places lower no ... than u oder tbe monopoly system. 
Moreover, a dilference of one anna per m .. und of 80 lb. makes no differenoe in retail p,ices, 88 

these are quoted .. t so much per Madras m .. ,,"ure of s"y 4 Ib", .. nd tbe increase of one Rn" .. 
per maund wQuld be equiv .. lent to only .. n increase of price of .. Madras measore by leBS tb .. n 
one-half of R pie. This fact should be borne in mind in judging of the real effeot of a sudden 
temporary pressore of demand 00 inadequate .tocks alld conseqnent rise of plices, wbich 
pressore of demand, be it Dtlted, most b"ppen quite 88 freqnently if not mOre frequently under 
the. monopoly than \lnder the excise system. 

13. It is now unnACessary to advert to the circumstRnces whicb l~d to the enhanoement of 
the price of saU in 1885 and 1886, soon after the introdnction of I.he exci.e .ystem. The 
canses of the rise in price wcre fully investigated by Government in 1888, and though the 
views of the Salt Department have be~n at varia.noe with those of Government on IIhi. matter, 
I am not .. ware that a .in"le argument has been brought forward tending in any way to sbak. 
the conclu.ions arrived at by Government after full enquiry. As reg .. rds the measures ad"pted 
by Government to remedy the evils th .. t had .. risen, there ORn be but one opiuion, ~iz., that the 
measures hav .. been eminently successful. The retail price of salt to the consumer haa not 
incl·eased beyond what it was nnder tbe monopoly systl'Dl. On the contrary, if an exac~ 
calculRtion w .. re possible, it would probably be found that prices have gone bAlD ... wbat they 
would beat the present t·ime under the monopoly system. A fairer distl-ibution of profit. 
between the manuf .. cturers and the traders bae been' brought .. bout and th" profit.! of middl .... 
men have to some extent bl'8n cut down. The old .. rgument th .. t c .. pit .. li.ts re.trict production 
h .. s been shown to be entirely unfounded, the .. dittam" or regulation of the quantity mann
factured being now found to have been fixed with a view to secure the ",,,,,,in,,,," produotion and 
not with a view to restrict it. M .. ny licensees work their salt pans independently of capitalists 
.. Dol store .. nd sell s .. lt on their own account. There is full competition amo,,!!, the capitalists 
tbemselves. Tbi. 1 believe is the case even in Madras where the average pnce is 5 .. nna8 :I 
pie.. Salt. at this station always cost more th .. n the monopoly price of 8 annas, and the addi
tional 2 annas .. nd 2 pies include. this exce.s as well as the extra v .. lue of light aa well ae of 
good salt a. already explained. I do not think therefore that any material redaction in the 
price of s .. lt at Madr .. s c .. n be looked for. 

14. Tbe monopoly system i •• ometimes defended on the groand th .. t ... the Government 
levies on ... It a duty .. mou"ting to ne .. rly 20 times the cost price, it i. bound to see th .. t the cost 
to the. consnmer i. not unduly enhanced. The assumption underlyiug this statempnt is that 
nnder the monopoly system it is possible for Government to have control over the price of 
s .. lt. 'fbis assumption, as I bave above shown, is entirely unfounded. It seems to me that 
if the salt tax is an evil, it i. an aggravation of tbat evil to levy it under the monopoly system. 
The Government has, however, witb a view to prevent an IUldue enh .. ncement of price by 
combin .. tions of traddrs, accumulated reserve stocks, .. nd tbese stocks bave completely fulfilled 
tbeir pnrpose. ,The necessity for t~s al'ran~eme~t arose from tbe sudden sub.titution of the 
excise for the monopoly .ystem whloh was 10 eXIstence for over tbree-quarters of .. century, 
and I believe tbat in the oourse of .. few years more, their m .. intenance will be found to be 
unneoes .. ry. The object is not to drive capitalists out of the salt trade; wb .. t is desired is 
that there ahould be sufficient competition among them. There is not likely to be any danger 
of extensive combin .. t-:on ... mong the capitalist., such as tbat whicb arose .. t Mad,ras in 1885 
aud 1886 under very special circumstances. Tempor .. ry local combin .. tions may of course 
oceasiona~ly ocenr, but their effeot. will ~e evanescent. Tbe d!,n~er now seems.to be r .. ther in 
the directIon of Salt Department ImposlOg unnece .... ry restnchon. on the pnces charged by 
.alt manufacturers or of bringing the reserve stocks to sale with a yiew to reduce prices belo ... 
what they would be under natural condition. when there is full oompetition, in. stead of keeping 
the "eserve for n.e as a heroic remedy on extraordinary oceasiol!S, such 88, for instance, would 
justify Government iu importing grain to tracts snffering from distress. Government reserve 
stocks nuder the exci.e syRtem, tbough objectionable on prinoiple .. nd justifiable 'ooly as a 
temporary expedient to repair mistakes. committed in the past, bas not practically operated to 
the prejudice of the excise manufacturers, bec .. nse the Government has not hitherto interfered 
witb the course of salt trade and has .. llowed traders a large raoge of prices to base their cal. 
cul .. tions upon.- 'rhe loss incurred by Government by maintsining the stocks i ... lsI} very 
trifling when comp .. red with tbe revenue derived by Government from tbe s .. lt duty. If, how< 
ever Government were to enter into direct competition with exci.e m .. nufacturers, it wonld 
simply le .. d to the extinction of the excise and to the rehabilitation of the monopoly .ystem, 
wbich is a con.nmmRtion gre .. tly to be regretted in the interests of the public for the rdBBOna I 
have already explained. 

15. Tbere are three conditions essential for the proper working of the excise system, viz., 
first toe restrictions imposed on m .. nnfacturers shonld not be greatilr than are .. bsolntely 
nec~ssary for tbe protection of the revenue; '6co7ldIV. there should be no obstacle. interpoRed 
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• to the opening of new pans, and addit.ional .torage J'l)om should be provided on a liberaJ seal" 
. nnder adequate guarantees in all f&oterie.; thirdly, small traders .honld receive the same conn
teoan ... ed .... ismnOl' a. large tr&de .. from both salt and Railway official& when they wet to 
purchase .alt ed Bend them by the railway. I do not kllBw what the policy of the Ralt 
Department i .. re.pect of these mattera latterly has been, bot I have no doubt that, if they are 
looked at from the point of view of the oonvenience of, the prcducers as well 'as of bhe Salt' 
Department and adequately pI'Gvided for, the excise system will in the course' of .. few years' 
be able to .tend. on it. own lege, and to di.pen.e WIth the artificial support of Governinent' 
""serve stecks. The completion of the East Coast andotberrailway. now in progress will also 
materially help to bring about this result. The exci.e sy.tem bas now justified itself and what" 
is wanted for its complete snoeess is a ""ntinuity of policy. If this is ensored, there is no 
reason why Mad .... shonld not .ecnre a large .hare in the Beng .. lsalt trade, driving out Liver. 
pool salt from thence. The qnestion of substitution of excise fcr Government monopoly was 
firat mooted by the Cheshil'll. Salt Chamber of Commerce, in the hope that a market might 
thereby be opened in Mad .... for their a..lt, and the prejudice against the el<Cise system is 
to some extent dne to this' circnmstance. The probability, h"wever, i. that 'Mad1'll8 .&11., 
will eventually drive out English a..lt from Bengal. S&lti~ sent from England to Bengal 
as b&llast, bnt if a trade springs up between Madras and Beng .. lin Bengal coal, it wonld 
be profit .. ble to se!:d Madras .alt as a return load. The Government would do well to do &II 
that lie. in it. power to develop an export trade in Madra. salt, anil this can be done 
only nnder the excise system. .If the English .alt nyndioate persists in artificially raising 
the price of English .alt .hipped to Bengal,it wonld be materially assisting the Mad.· ... mann-' 
facturer. to compete in the Bengal market. Germany, Aden and Arabia have been sending 
.alt te Beng&l during the last 3 or 4 years: l.ud Madras, which is so much nearer to Bengal 
than tb .. e countries .. nd has .0 many facilities for the manufactnre of good .alt, ought, nnder 
proper arrangements, to be able to .ecure te itself the bulk of the Bengal sal~ trade. 

STATEHlINT No. I. 

Quanti/;g oj salt mant<jactured tmd Bold tmd the balllflCe remaining in Btock in the Efl8t Ooast lactorie •. 
in eJ11Jhycar from 1881-82 to 1890-91. 

In lakh. of maunds. 1 mannd -: 82t lb. 

IIanufac- Stock. at 
y ...... ture. Sale. the end of 

- each year. 

. 
1881·82 .. .. .. .. 60'42 66'00 76'89 
18&2·83 .. .. .. .. 66'U 62-66 76-44 -1883-84 .. .. .. .. 69'83 66'06 63-28 
188.·86 oo .. .. .. 14'87 64'89 67'08 
1886·86 .. .. .. .. 67"20 67"34 61'27 
1886.87 .. .. .. .. 48'40 66'91 28'04 
1887·88 .'. .. .. .. 8&'67 68-24 47'03 
1888-89 .. .. .. . . 89'94 70'69 6S'25 
1889·90 .. .. .. oo 92"42 71'68 80'21 
1890·91 .. oo .. .. 87'23 69'60 94'20 

8TATEMIINT No. n . 
.Average jactmoy price oj .alt per maund. 

I 1885-86. I 1886·87. /1887-88. / 1888·89. I 1889,-90./ 1890-91 • 

. 
Ai. ... P. '". ~. AB. 'f'. A8'. P. P • . ... P. 

Cbatrapur oo .. .. .. 3 2 3 5'7 6 0'6 6 10'9 4 1 4 a·s 
3 6-8 • 6'8 9 2·e 6 9-8 4 3 . 

3 11'6 Ohicacole .. .. .. .. 
Malulipatam .. .. .. .. 8 e'8 4 9'6 4 11-09 3 n'2 3 3 2 8 
NelloH .. 0 .. .. .. oo 3 O· 3 9'9 3 3-6 3 6'7. 3 7 8 5·a 
Chiogleputl .. .. .. .. 6 ,'8 6 8'2 6 3'2 6 "1 6 2 6 0-6 
Negapatam .. .. .. .. 8 10-9 7 1'0 6 2'2 4 11'6 • 3 • (; 

'l'inuP'-elly .. .. .. .. 6 0'9 6 1'0 6 1'7 4 4,3 • a 3 7 
~ --- -Average •• .. 6 7'3 6 1'1 4 9'8 4 4' , 4 0·11 

~ 

Not •• -The esciae ay.tem waB introdu0ed in .• small Dumber ~f factories in 1882-1884:. In 1886 .. 86 the system ,was 
brought into force in neaTly aU the Madras taotorll~8. The season .lD: 1881; .. 86. and 1886 .. 87 W'aB unfavorable for aalt manu':' 
fa.otuH .nd outtum in those years was very emaIl &I compared. WIth the ordinary Outtum. . The remlt waa deple1iion of 
Rooke ~d oonsequent eDhanoemeu.t in the price of wI;. 

51 
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SUrBHB>I'l No, III. 

Retail price olsalt in 8eer8 0180 tolo8 per rup~. 

- I 1879. I 1880, ~ 1889, I 1890, 
0 

f 

. . 
Oanjam .. .. .. .. 11'85 li'81 12'33 JI'40 
Vizagapatam .• .. .. .. 10'24 10'58 11 69 11'70 
GodAvari 

" 
.. .. .. 12'6' 11'98 12'00 12'01 

Kietn& .. .. .. .. 12'91 12'80 13'19 13'11 
Nellare .. .. .. .. 12'70 12'60 12'34 12'80 
Caddapah .. .. .. .. 13'89 13'92 12'3' 12'20 
AnanmpUl' .. .. .. .. I 12'95 12'81 I JI'I4 11'60 
Bellary .. .. .. .. 11'87 11'90 
Kumool .. .. .. .. 12'06 12'63 . 11'36 11'60 
Madra. .. .. .. .. 13'88 13'j6 U'3! 13'00 
North .c\rcot .. .. .. .. 12'12 12'33 lI'n 11'40 
South Arcot .. .. .. .. 14'OP 14'28 JI'68 lI'60 
T&~re •• .. .. .. 12'27 12'62 12'62 12'80 
Tri inopoly .. .. .. .. 12-20 12'13 12'46 12'42 
Modum .. .. .. .. 13'80 13'64 13'41 13'48 
Tionevelly .. .. .. .. 13'96 10'74 14'68 H'80 
Coimbatore .. .. .. .. 11'78 12'12 11'98 12'60 
Salem .. .. .. .. H'82 H 94 13'43 13"8 
South Canara .. .. .. H'6' U'61 13 17 13'60 
:l1.l.hor .. .. .. .. 10'66 9'79 H'69 II 70 ----------------

Average .. 1N8 12'62 12'36 12'" 

Sot,.-From January 1878 to 10th March 1882, the duty 00 salt wa.a RI. 2-8-0 8. maund, and on tbe latter dM.te it WaI' 
reduced to Re. 2 a maund .. The duty was agaiD. raised to Re. 2-8-0 in Ja.ouary 1888 and continuel at thi.e rate at 
present. . 

(g,)-Remark8 on the Abkdri Admi .. i8traticn oftM Madras Pre8Ukncg., . 

The principles fonnulated by the Secretary of State fOJ' India in regard to abHri 
administration and accepted by the House of Oommons during the reoent debate on this ques. 
tion are stated in the letter of the Government of India of 16th May last to be ... followe:-

(1) 'Any ex:tension of the hebit of drinking among Indian population8 is to be die· 
, ,'. ~ couraged, ' 
(2) TIle tax on spirits sh"uld be as high ... may be possible without giving rise to illicit 
. .' methods of making and selling liquor, 

. (3). Subject to the above consider.tions, a maximnm revenue shonld be raised from a 

. ..' minilllum consumption of intoxicating liquoPl!, 
2. The' di.aouT8~.ment of drinking is thus the primary object aimed at in abUri arrange. 

ments. A tutal proh.bition of the consumption ofliqnors among classee of people addicted to 
the use of tbem would, however, caose great h81'dship and;be incapable of enforcement even if 
desirable, The drinking elaoses in euch a ca.se would almost te a certainty supply themselves 
with liquor by illicit distillation and smllggling, and get demoralized by law.breaking ae well as 
drinking, , The ohject in view is therefore sOI1!\'ht to De .-attained by ,subjecting liquors to II high 
duty, so hlgb as to act aB a check on consumptIon,. and yet not 'so hIgh ao to caDse an ontbreak 
of i1Jioi~ distillation or smuggling, which cannot be coped with except by employing preventive 
establishments at enormous cost, The·limit of taxation' whioh satisfies the above conditions is 
not the same in all places but yaries in different places, and even in the sam .. place at different 
times, according to idiosyncrasies of race, taste and lawless habite, climatio differencee, effi. 
ciency of prevention, faoilities for illicit distillation and other oircumetancee; and the problem 
of exoise administration consists in finding this limit for the different parts of the country and 
adjusting the duty with reference to it. 

3, Revenue is not to be the main objeot in abkari &IT&ngements, that i. to say, it is not to 
be developed by lowering the duty and extending consnmption of intoxicating liquors, but by 
enhancing the duty and restricting. coneumption, Subject to this condition, it is a desirable 
object to develop the revenue (1) by pushing up texation to the limit already referred to, (2) by 
taking care that as little of the realizable revenue as possible is diverted from the collers of 
the State and absorbed by middlemen or others to whom privilege of sale, &c., of liquors may 
be granted. 'fhe taxation of liquors hae this great advantage over other fonns of taxation of 
commodities in general oonsumption, viz" that while the latter are objectionable in thet and in 
BO far .. s they restricn consum ption, the fonner is beneficisl for that very reaeOn. 

4, The following fact& will show that the principles and considerations above adverted to 
have been steadily kept in view in all abkari arrangements in this Presidency during the last 
15 01' 20 years, and that this. Government may justly claim to have attained, in epite of diffi. 
culties met with at the outset, a very considerable measure of success·in the application of thoee 
principles. . 

5, .The Presidency contains an are .. of about 140,000 sqnare miles with a popnlation or 
lIearl,!' 81 million.. Of this !\l'ea about 2(),000 s'lDlIol'emiles, cont!rining a ~opulation of nearl, " 



xoix 

•. million, oomprise what are called the Agenoy tl'llots in the O""jam, Vizagapatam and Godtlvari 
distriots. These tracts are hilly and jungly an~ inhabited by nncivilized, wild races; and it i .. 
not open to Government to adopt scientifio methods of administration in these places. 
Tbroughout the Agency tracts, toddy (fermented palm juice) is now left nntsxed. Dnring the 
Rumpa rebellion in 1880, the oppressions of the toddy renters was alleged as one of the reasons 
for the emeut.. In GBDjam, Khonds are aUowed to distil spirits for domestic consnmption and 
not for sale .• It was at one time thought that U riya di.tillers in the Khond oountry were 
spreading drunkenness among the Khond. and steadily and snrely winning their lands; and 
they (UriY8.) were prohibited from distilling or selling liquor there. Reoeut reporta from the 
Collector, however, show that the Khonds do not distil liquor themselves, hut employ clan
destinely Uriya distillers ·to manufaotlll'e for them and that the prohibition above referred to 
has given ris. to considerable illicit traffio in liquor. The question ofallowing Uriyas to distil 
nnder proper safeguards and strict control is _now under the oonsideration of the Abkari 
department. In VizagapatRm the Abkari privileges in so"'e of the tracts are leased ont to 
contractors, and in others kept under amani management, that is to say, the supply and sale of 
liquor is made under the supervision of Government officers. In the Rumpa country in the 
Godavari district little or no spirit is consumed. In some of the other Agency villages in this 
district the privilege of sale of spirit is leased out to contractors lin otbers again to the 
villagers themselves for lump sums. It will not be possible to oontrol _the ~affic in liquor in 
the Agency traots on the principles laid down by the Secretary of State, and these tracts must 
be put aside so far as the presen~ inquiry is concerned. There is, however, no rcason to think 
thai drunk~nne.s is on the increase in theRe regions. 

6_ Confining our attention to the portions of the Presidenoy (comprising an area. of nearly 
I ~O,OOO squa,. miles witb a population of about 30 millions) in which it is practicable to regu. 
late the taxatiou of liquor on the principles laid -down. by the Secretary of State, the following 
v.ry brief account will show the steps tsken during the last 20 y.ars for introducing sound 
methode of abHri adminIstration. l'he liquors prinoipally drunk in this Presidency are, 1st, 
country spirits, 2udly, imported liquors and liquors manufactured in the country and excised 
at the customs rate of dOlty alld otherwise dealt with for pllrposes of taxation in the same 
manner as imported liquors, and, 3rdly, toddy-or fermented palm juice. 

7. Onuntry api,'it. consumed are distilled either from jaggery (crude sngar) or toddy' 
(palm juice). Toddy spirit is in use in the GoJavari, Malabar and South Canara districts and 
in the coast taluks of the Kistua distriot and the two taluks of the Kuroool district· east of 
tbe Nallamalai hills, viz., Cumhum and Mal'kapur. In some of the plain taluks of theVizaga. 
patam district spirit distilled from mowba flowers (Ba.sia lalifolia) and also sptrilplistilled froJP, 
rice al'S consumed. In the remaining porti~ns, jaggery spirit. is drnnk. - .' " _ .. ' 

8. Twenty years ago the systems of -abkari administration in force were've';'·primitive 
and the privilege of manufactul'ing and selling spirits· in large areas, nsuaU;. districts, ·was 
leased out to contractors for lump SUJDS, and the spirit was .manllmctnred in stills scattered alf 
over the country according to the rude methods and appliances in ns •. among native distillers. 
The liquor was sold in .anctioned shop., but practically there was no limit to the number of 
shops that might be opened. In accordance with the pro.isions of the AbkSri Act. a mini. 
mnm price was no doo bt fixed below which liquor could not be sold, bnt as theminimulll 
price was fixed without any refereDOll to ~bealcoholilo Iltrength of the liquor sold, it was of no 
nse whatever. 'In short, there was DO attempt-made to regulate taxation or to ascertain and 
control consumption, and contraCtor.' ·we.re practically allowed to do what they liked intha 
way of extendillg consumpt.on. .. 

9. The obvious remedy for this· state of things was the substitution for the rentiug .ystem 
of an arrangement under which out·stills could be suppressed and mauufacture concentrated 
in large distille]';e. easily guarded, the revenne being realized by a duty of excise adjusteq 
with reference to alcoholic st .. ength on every gallon of spirit issued therefrom. Before, 
however, this system of central distilleries, known locally as the "excise system," could· bOl 
introduced into ROy particular district, it was necessary to make sure pf two conditions, .viz., 
lat, th .. t when ont.stills were snppressed distillers able and willing to constrnot the necessary 
buildings and manllfacture spirit cheaply on a large scale by using scientific methods and 
appliances would be forthcoming, and, 2ndly, that the expenses of distribution of liqnor from. 
a. central distillery to the outlying parts of districts in which facilities for illicit di.tillation 
were great dId not' 00 enhance the cost of liquor to the consllmer. as to drive them to supply 
themselves with it illicitly. 

10. Acoordingly, "the excise system" was first experimentslly tried in selected districts 
between the years 1869-74. The resnlts showed that no difficulty was likely to be· experienced 
in finding distillers, provided that the areas "ver which they were given the privilege of selling 
liquor were sufficiently elltensive to enable them to do a large business. In 1875·76, the 
" excise system" was intl'oduced into fllrther portions of the Presidency with certain modifi""" 
tiODB, the cbief of which was that the distiller or contractor wbo was given the monopoly privi. 
lege of manufacture-and ... Ie within .. distriot was. required to guarantee a minimum revenue 
from the duty leviable on the spirit issued for consumption. the objeot in view being to prevent 
his mo.kin~ all his profit in the easily manageable portions of his farm_, leaving the distant ont. 
lying portions. $0 th" illjcit 4istiller !>nd tI!e slDu,ggla.., '.J.'he contractor Willi c~ed. witI! -thf 



cluty ot maintaining sufficient '"stab1ishments to prevent illicit practices and smuggling. He • 
...... bound to sell the spirit at certain maximnm and minimum prioes prescribed by Govern
ment. The minimum limit was inteuded to prevent the oontractor lowering the prioe to such 
an extent as to unduly extend consumption, and the maximum limit to prevent his rnnninl( 
np the price s.o .b!gh in ~arti~uIsr I~~ties as t:o caullE! hardship to ~h~ drinki~g 011088es and 
drive them to llhmt prachcss m obta.inmg snpphes of liquor. The mlDlmum 1'nces were filled 
in suoh II. manner a.s to leave a reasonable profit to the oontractor after paylDg ·the duty and 
defraying the cost of liquor, of distillation, of establishments, of remuneration to ven.lors, &0., 
according to an .... nmed stROdard, and the maximnm prices were fixed somewhat higher 80 8& 
to lesve a margin for the contractor to enable him to adapt prices to the actnal oironmstances of 
the different parts of his farm. " 

11. The conce.ntration of distillation 8nd the introdnction of the guaranteed revenne 
system, as the system above described was called, wa. ea.y in all di.tricts in which iaggery 
spirit was con.nmed, and it was extended in 1876 and 1878 to all tbe districts of the 
Presidency excepting those mentioned in parsgraph 7 as di.tricts in which toddy spirit i& 
ch.iefly dunk. In the iuIsnd talnks o£ the Vizagapatam district in wbich mowha spirit is 
drlmk, the excise system w ... introduced in 187.'>, but was withdrawn in 1878 as it did not 
work well there. 

12. The gnaranteed revenue system (which is still .... tained in Bombay) w,," in force until 
1884-85, when the abk6.ri arrangementa were again compl~tely remodelled with reference to the 
recommendations of the Abk6.ri Committee, which w ... appointed by Government in 1 "84 .• J t 
was found that this system had done its work in the way of introducing aDd familiarizing native 
distillers with improved methods and appliances in the lJIanufacture of sphit, but was operat
ing prejudic.ia.!ly to sound abk6.ri administration in other respects. Its failure was mainly 
attribntable to three causes, viz., first, the large size of tho' faMUs generally comprising entire 
districts, which shut. out all but the largest capitalists from the competition for the contracts, and 
enabled a few rich European firms to combine to keep down the bids for the guaranteed revenue, 
and to make unduly large profits from the more easily managed portions of the faMUs, neglecting 

- altogether the outIyingparls j Becondly, the realizadon of the revenue wholly in the shape of a 
uniform fixed duty throughout the f .. rmB without rel<ard to the often widely varying conditions 
of the tracts comprised within them, and the artificial regulations imposed by Government as 
regards retail prices of liquor, which, as already ohserved, were based on hypothetical 'tiata a8 
l'egards cost of liquor and other, items liable to considerable fluctnation. in different tracts of 
country and from year to year; and, thirdly, the entru.ting to the contractors the duty of main
taining sufficient establishments for the prevention of illicit distillation, while at the same time no 
police powers were or could be' conceded to these establishments· which were not nnder official 
control and discipline. The large monopolists had very generally neglected to maintain the 
establishments they were bound to employ or to provide adequate facilities for tbe supply of 
liquor to the more difficult and le~s accessible portions qf their farms; they had closed large 
numbers of shops previously existing, and in the remaining shops they had cut down the allow
ance of the retailers to such an extent as to drive them to seek their remuneration in illicit 
practices, such as giving short mea.snre, dilution, &C'i and hy charging the maximum prices 
in the populous portions of the farms and spending as little as possible on their management, 
they had reaped enormous profits, a vety oonsiderable portion of which shoold, noder proper 
arrangements,have come to Government in the shape of taxation. The result was a con
sidera.ble decline in the reveuue, while at the same time there was re ... on to suppose that the 
rea.! consumption had increased and not decreased. 

13. The object o£ the reforms initiated in 1884 was to provide a remedy for these evils. 
To ensnre snflioient persona.! attention being paid by the renters to a.!1 parts o£ the farms and to 
admit of the smaUer capitalists with local knowledge competing for them, the oize of the farms 
had to be reduced; but as it would, at the same time, have been distinctly a retrograde step to 
allow small-renters to establi"h stills of their own for the supply of tracts Rerved by central 
distilleries, the expedient was adopted of separating the privileges· of manufactnre and sale, 
which had hitherlo heen leased out conjointly. As regards the former, the policy has been to 
leave the manufacture and snpply of .pirits to licensed vendors •• free" wherever possible, that 
is to say, to mllke it cea.se to be a monopoly and to permit anyone, who chooses to embark in 
the business 'Of distill .. tion, te obta.in a license to work a distiIIery and to eell the liqnor mann
factnred to licensed vendors at prices mntually agreed npon between them from time to time 
and not fixed by Government. The existence of sufficient competition between distillers being 
I!'lsential to the suocess of this scheme, it was tlxperimentally tried at first in a limited nnmber 
of localities; and' being fonnd to answe:r w ... extended to all the di.tricts brought under the 
excise system with the exception of a few special tracts where, owing to the absence of railway 
commnnications or other causae, the privilege of manufacture is still, for the present, granted 
as a monopoly. The principal advantages of the" free supply" system, as it is oalled, are that 
it affords encouragement. to distillers to lay ont capital in the adoption of the most' recent 
improvements in the methods at manufacture, without the fear, so long as they comply with 
excise regulations, of having the right of dis~lIation taken out of their hands after any definite 
perip4,a.s wonld be the case, when the privilege is granted as a monopoly; that by rednoing the 
!/Ost of ),iqnOI', it increases the marg4J left for the Government taxation Ollt of the price realizable 
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• fmm the consumers, and that it enables licensed vendors to elrercise Bome choice as to the 
distillers from whom they can purchase their liquor, and thus to adapt the liquor supplied 
by them to BOme extent to the tastes of the consumers. The duty of maintaininll preven
tive establisltments has been uudertaken by Government. As the realizable tazation varies, 
as already pointed out, in different parts of the country, dependil!g as it does on the' 
habits of the people, the price wbich they can pay and the facility with which illicit liquor 
can be made with ~punity l in order to obtain the highest duty that it is possible to get 
in different looalities, the talration was divided into two portions l the first being the still. 
head duty payable when the liquor leaves the distilleries and lixed at rates sufficiently loll' 
to enable tbe renters of the vend farms to suppress the sale of illicit liqnor wbere neceBSBry, 
and the second being tbe Inmp snms p";d for the privilege Ilf sale by the vend-farmers and 
determined by pnblio competition. By these arrangements the total taxation leviahle in 
difforent places is intended to adapt itself to their varying circumstsnoes by a natul'al process ; 
and when, by the combined action of the preventive establishments maintained by Government 
and of the renters working in their own interest to displaoe illicit by licit consnmption, 
nnhampered by artifioial restrictions as regards maximum _and minimum prices, illicit dealings 
in liquor have been suppreased, it is expected that the way will be cisar for equalizing the still
head duty throughout the oountry and .Ievelling it up to the import rate; in other words, 
increasing the fixed and decreasing the variable portion of the total tazation, The intention 
is eventually to dispense altogether with middlemen with ",onopoly privileges for the soJe of 
liqnor also and to make the taxation consist of the still-head duty and shop rents. . ~'his plan 
has been adopted in' towns, but as it is not possible to abolish middlemen all at once in rural 
fracto, the size of the vend farms has been gradually reduced in view to middlemen being 
finally got rid of. . 

-

H. Since 18841 very considerable progress has been made in bringing the improved 
A • excise system into force throughont the Pre-

Tracts· under the excise 
8)'- ... ... 

Tracts in which the e:K<lile 
aystem haa been otdered 
to be introd"""'" from lot 
A.pril ..... 

.... ..::'i~""'" Populati.... sideucy; it was of. course introduoed at onoo 
into the districts in which the" gDBrauteed 

-106,000' ZIii.Ui,OOO revenue" system was in force; it was also 
eztended to the Knrnool dist,;"t with the 

',000 
'exception of the Cumbum and Markll.pur. 

''13,000 taluks in 1885.86-; to the upland talnks of the 
Kistna di.trict in 1886; to the five Municipal 

• Total '" 110,000 16,8118,000 towDS of the Malabar district in 1886-87; to 
_ _ the inlaud talnks of the Vizag"patam district 

and into Man galore taluk of the Sonth Canara district and in.to the talnks of Chirakal, Kottayam, 
Calicnt and PlUghat of the Malabar di.trict in 1888-89. - It is nnder contemplation to introduce 
it into Cumbum and Ma.Upur tslnks of tlie Kurnool district and Gudivada, Visaauapet a.nd 
Nuzvid talnks of the Kistna district from ne .. t April. Within the next two or three years it 
'Will probably be in force in all parts of .the Presidency excepting, of course, the Agency tracts, 
The difficulty has hitherto been to devise arrangements under which the excise system can 
be worked in districW in which toddy spirit is consumed. In' these districts distillation is 
practised by almost every toddy-drawer and its snppression requires lar~e preventive establish. 
ments. Toddy required for distillation is, moreover, expensive to carry long distances and gets 
~poilt if kept long. The plan introduced into the talnks of the Malabar district at the .n~ge •• 
tiOD of Mr. Galton may, however, be oonsidered to have solved the problem. The plan is.to 
establish distilleries iD central localities, where palm-trees are abund.ant, and to permit the 
ciistiller to work subsidiary stills in the vicinity, from which weak spirits conld be passed by 
the distillery officer to the central distillery for redistillation. Centralization of distillat.ion of 
toddy spirit necessitstes the employment of strong preventive establishments and it is fonnd . 
convenient to work it in connection with the tree-taz system (to be notioed in connection with 
toddyarrangemeuts) which likewise requires strong establishments to work·it. 

15. The number of distilleries in the mcts onder the exoise system is 20, of which 17 are 
worked under the "free supply" and 3 under the" monopoly supply" systsm. In all these 
distillpries spirit is manufactured by the meth.od of oontinuous "close distillation." It was at 
one time feared that Messrs. Parry and ()Pmpauy, who work a large distillery at Nellikuppam 
in the South Arcot district in conneotion with their sugar factory there and manufacture epirit 
cheaply fmm molasses, wonld be able under the .. free supply" system to estsblish a practical 
monopoly and then enhance the price of liqnor undnly and thus diminish the margiu left out 
of the retail prioe for the Government duty. Experience has, however, since shown that there 
is keen competition among distillers for the oustom of licensed vendors in .. free supply" area. 
and that the danger apprehended is not likely to arise. 

16. There can be no doubt that since 1883-84 both the dnty realized and the price of liqDor 
in excise districts have inoreased. The average duty for the districts in which the exoise 
.ystem was in force in 1883-84 was RH, 3·2·6 per gallon of proof strength. In 1e87-88 the 
duty realized in the 88me districts was Re. 4-8-8 per gallon, of which.Re. 2.13-10 represented 
the dDty levied at the still·head and RB. 1.10-5 the incidence per gallon of the rents paid by 
vend fumers and shopkeepers for the privilege of sale. The highest ezcise duty leviable
under law. is RH. l) per .proof gallon. For the current. year the still·head dut)' has heen 

. oi 
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enhanced considerably in several districts and therefore a mnch larger portion of the taxation • 
will be realized in the shape of still-head duty than in 1887-88. 

i 7. To determine the effect of the excise system on consumption cf Iiqncr, the circum_ 
stances of the several districts must be separately examined. The following are the facta 
counected with each district :-

Ganja,n, 8lIJCZusive of Ag.M!I trnctB.-The oonsumption in 1875-76 was 38,849 proof gallons, 
in 1883-8·l it had increased to 41,836 gallons. Siuce then it has been rapidly diminishing; in 
1886-87 it was 24,579 gallons; 1887-88, 24,170 gallons; and in 1888-89. 24,044 gallons. Tbe 
dnty per proof gallon which was Rs. 1-15·0 had increased to Re. 3-11-9 in 1t$87-88 and tu 
Rs. 3-6-4 in 1888-89. . 

Vis~gupatam, ,,",cl .. Biv. of Ag.."cy traeIB.-The consUmption in the ccast taluks of the dis
trict was 16,905 gallons in 1871i-76, 11,227 gallons in 18t13-84, 26,479 gallons in 1886-87 and 
29,133 gallons in 1887-88. Ti!e increase in these taluks in the later years is entirely dne to 
tbe stoppage of smuggling from the inland talliks where liquor was sold cheaply by the oon
tractors under the renting system. Under the old law the transport of spirit in quantities not 
exceeding one quart was permissible "'Dd considerable quautities were thus trausported from 
the reuted to tbe excise taluks with a view to evade the higher duty leviable in the latter. 
The Abkari Ant of 1886 has enabled Government to put a stop to this p\'R.Ctice by prohibiting 
the trausport of liquor in however small quantities from the rented to the excise tract. The 
excise system having been introduced into the interior taluks also from 1888-89, the consump
tion for the whole district has declined frem 68,472 gallons in 1887-88 to 36,323 in 188t1-89. 
'The duty realized in 1887-88 and 1888-89 was Re. 3-4-10 and Ea. 5-7-1, respectively, per proof 
gallon against .Rs. 2-10-0 in 1875-76. 

GmUuari.-No reliable statistics of consumption are available for this district which haa 
Dot yet been brought under the excise system. In this as in other tracts in which the ont-Btill 
system is retained the consumption is very large, being 80 proof galloDs per 1,000 of the popn
lation, a rate nearly double of that in exciBe tract.. There is Dothing to show that consump
tion has lucrtaSed Bince 1875-76. . Wheu the arrangements for conceutrating distillation of 
toddy spirit are introduced in this district, there will be an enormous decrease in consumption. 
Mr. Bliss has been directed· to visit the Northern districts and submit proposals for placing 
.the Abkari administration there on au improved footiug, which, it is hoped, will be done at an 
early date. . 
• rut"a_-:-The excise system was introduced into the upland taluks of this'distriot only in 
1886-87 and reliable statistics of consumption for previous years are not available. The cou
sumption in 1887-88 was very high, 141 gallons per 1,000 of the popnlation, but it must have 
been much higher nnJer the out-still system. 'A rednction in the consumption should be 
brought about by a gradual enhancement of the still-head duty in this district. Since 1888-89 
the duty has been raiaed from Re. 1-1-2 to Rs, 1-14-0 per I!"'llcn l.andon proof. As the npland 
.taluks of this district are surronnded by tracts in which the renting system is Btill maintained, 
it is necessary. in order to prevent smuggling, that the duty shollid not be fixed very high at 
the outset, bllt when the coast taluks are also brought nndel' the exoise system, as it is hoped 
that they will shortly be, the duty can be coDsiderably enhanced. 

N.ll.re.-In 1875-76 the consumption was 27,403 prcof gallons; it has been gradua.l1y 
increasing siuce 1883-84; in J;hat ye .. r it was 38,859 gallons, in 1886-87, 39,813 gallons, aDd 
'in 1887-88. 42,106 gallons. In 1888-89, however, it went down to 39,240 gallons. The 

increase, as compared with the earlier lears is due 
o?:~";J;,~:'::. to the suppression of illicit distillation an Bmng~ling, 

• North Arcot '60 which is known to hllve been prevalent chiefly 10 the 
Ouddapoh •• '42 zemindari portions, aJ1d thiB is shown by the fact that 
Kurnool :~: the coosumpLion per head· of the population • in thi. 
N.elIore.. .. .. .. district is much lower than in the adjacent districts. 

The duty,'which was RB, 2-3-9 per proof gallon in 1875-76, amonnted to Us. 4-9-1"n H187-88 
,and to Rs. 4-6-6 in 1888.89. . 

(JudtlopaA.-The excise system was introduced into this distriot in 1878. The consumption 
,nnder renting system in 1875-76 WI\8 reported at 66,848·gallou8. Iu 1878-79, the year after 
.. the famine during which 1>his district had Buffered very severely and lost more then one-fourth 
of its population, the consnmption was 41,172 proof gallons. Since then tbe consumption has 
been 50,205 gallons in 11l83-84, 4:3,614 il) 18t1t1-87, 46,703 in 1887-88 and 47,541 in 1888-811. 

· The duty has risen frcmEa. 3-1-2 per gallon in 1878-79 to Ea. 5-1-2 in 18d7-88 and Rs.4-14-9 
,in 1888-89. ~ 

Bel/Mil (Ja1tfonment.-In 1875-76, the consnmption was 33,460·gallon8. In 1883-84 it had 
.increased to 46,164 galloM; in 1886-87 it fell to 37,531 gallons; it rose in 1887-88 to 42,685' 
owing to favorable oeason and fell again to 38.487 gallons in 1888-89. The duty per gallon 
has risen f1'OIU Rs. 3-13-6 in 1875-76 to RB. 5-8-11 in 1887-88 aud Rs. 5-0-1 in 1888-89. The 

~ . consumption in this town. fluctuates with the strength of the garrison. 
· BellM1I t1Ji8t1'wt, ""elusive of ths (JantulI'1M,..t, a.nd Anantap..,. diBt,-icl.-The excise system 
,was. introduced into these districts in 1878-79. If the consumption reported nuder the renting 
e,ystem in 1875-76~can. be relied on, it mnst have been. very ·_high-.119,/17l; proof gallon.. In 
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• 1883-8~, or 5 years after the ! .. mine in whioh those districts severely suffered, the c(>ns~mptioll; 
wa... 5a,615 g .. llons; in 1886-87, 48,637 gallons; in 1887-88, 6S,179 gallons; .. nd in 1888-R9, 
60,990 g..llons.The duty realized in 1888-!!9 amonnted to Rs. 4-11-8 per. gallon in the 
Bellary district inoluding the c .. ntonment and to Rs. 4-4-5 in the Ana.ntapllr district. 

KurKool Di.trict.-In the t"luks west of Nall,,';'alai hills the exoise s,stem wa.s introduoed 
in 1885-86. The consumption has been as follows ,~1885-86, 35,4:38 gallons; 1886-87, 41,2811 
gallons; 1887-88,38,798; and 18811-89, 28,022. The high consumption in 1886-87 .. ppears to 
have beon due to the large uumbers of laborers employed on railway works which .have since 
beeu. completed. The duty realized in 1888-89 was Rs. 4-14-9 per gallon. 

X.,dn •• Tovm.-The consumption of Puttai and Colomb~ arrack within the Municipal 
limits in 1875-76 was 114,402 gallons .• In 1877-78, when the famine w~ at its heilZht, the 
consumption rose to 127,101 gallons owing to the aoti'Vity of the grain trade. In l8.8S-84 it 
was 126,62t! gallons. In 1887.88 the consumptiou rose to 136,67l! gallons owing to the strike 
among toddy-drawers during a portion of the year and consequent inorease in the sales of 
arrack. In 1886-89 consnmption fell ,to 129,8(12 gallons. , 

Ching1.put District.- The consumption in the Chingleput district was in 1888-89, 57,483 
against 57,795 gallon. in 1875-76. . 

Nortl. Ar."t.-Tbe consumption in this district has been as follows :-90,765 gallons in 
187,,-76; 76,647 in 1883-84; 91,157 gallons in 1887-88; and 91,823 gallons in 1888.89. 'l'he 
duty realized has risen from Hs. 3-3-3 per gallon, London proof"in 1875-76, to Rs. 5 per gallon 
in 1888-89. . ' 

Soutlt Arcot.-The consumption in this district has been 50,487 gallons in 1875-76; 55,514 
gallons in 188<3-84; 74,981 gallons in 1886-87; 80,670 gallons in 1887-88; and 95,740 gallons 
in 188!!·89_ The rapid increase in· the later years is entirely due to the employment of pre
ventive establishments and other arrangements made with a view to put a stop to the smug
~ling of liquor which for several years past was going.on from the French territory of Pondicherry 
mto the adjoiniug Wuks of the South Arcot district. In fact the French Govel'Ument was 
deriving a large revenue from consumption of liquor in British territory. The }'rench and 
British villages are so interlaced with one another that a large popnlation in the British taluks 
were drinking· French liquor which was sold at mach lower prices than the British liquor. 
Partly owing to II rise ID the price of French spirit and partly owing to fall in the price of spirit 
sold in shops within British territory, the latter spirit is now enabled to compete with the former, 
Bnd mue"h of' the revenue wbich tbe French Government was illegitimately IDsking from 
cunsnmption in British territory now finds i,te way, as it ought to, int.o the B,ritish treasnry. 

. The price. of British liquor consnmed is; how-
~ce p~O' ever, higher than the French liquor consumed 
:d:';"". before, and th~e is. no reaso~ to think that 

actual consumptIOn has really mcren.sed. The 
..... P. rate of consumption in the South Arcot district 

• i: ~=~=b:." Britisb aide of thef,OIl- I 6 6 (58 gallons per 1,0~0 of the p.0l.lU)ation) is !,bont 
tier ...... ..• ... .., II 6 0 the same as that ID the ooJommg distrICt of 

. North Aroot (50 gallons per 1,000 of the popul .... 
tion), the conditiollR of which are similar te those of the former; The French Government are 
getting alarmed at the diminution of the re'Venne they have been deriving for several years and 
are thinking of imposing a high duty on country spirits as well a. on imported brandies. If they 
do this, they will be benefiting their revenue and placing a check on the enormous consumption 
of liquors within their territory-a consumption which is little less than .. scandal and has no 
parallel in auy portion of the British territory. Until they see the wisdom· of this polioy.the 
British £i'ontier taluks must suffer as regards abkfLri administration by the proximity of the 
French territory. Negotiation with the Frenoh Government for an assimilation of the systems 
of abkfLri administration in their territory with that in force in British territory was tried-before, 
bnt it led to no result, as the French Government r~tQrned evasive answers, being apparently 
'Ioath to gi'Ve np the revenue they were derivin~ from British consumption. Now that it has 
been. shown to them that they can no 10nger rely on this revenne" it is to be hoped that they 
will see that, by working the abkari administration on sound principles, they can improve the 
revenue, and, at the same time, promote the interests of sobriety and morality_ 

Tani.Te.-The consnmption in this district has been as folIows :-.1875.76, 36,564 gallons; 
1883-84, 83,875 gallons; 1887-88, 87,045 gallons; and 1888-89, fl9,100 gallons. Much arrack 
;s not d"nnk in this district, the fa'Vorite drink of the lower classes being toddy. Th" rate of 
eonsumption of arrack per head of the popnlation is about one-third. of that of the adjoining 
district of South Arcot. The duty l'ealized in 1888.89 was Rs. 3-11-0 per gallon against 
Rs. 2-13-9 in 1875-76. 

T .... hinopoly.-The consumption has been-1875-76, 89,092 galIons; 1883-84, 86,314. 
gallons; 1887-e8, 82,157 gallons; 1888-89, 85,282 gallons. The duty realized haa risen from 
Rs. 2-12-11 in 187ii-76 to Rs. 4-8-8 in 1888-89. 
. Madum.-In 1875-76, when the abkfLri of this distriot was managed under the renting 
system, the consumption of arrack was reported to have been 75,003 galIons. In 1883-84 the 
'consumption under the excise syotem was 46,742 gallons; in 1887,88, 42,477 gallons; and in 
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1888-89, 48,225 gallons. The rate of e.lUsumption per 'heed of the population is 1888 than that 
in tbe northern districts and there is consid .. rable smull~ling and illicit distilla.tion in tluo • 
zemiudari lortioDs. 'l'he increase in consumption in 1888-89 "ppears to be due to large 
numbers 0 laborers employed on the works connected WiLh the Periyap project. 'l'he duty 
realized in 1888-89 was Re. 4-5-1 per gallon. 

Tinneuelty.-In this district also, the arrack revenna WlI8 managed nnder the 1'8Dting 
system in 1875-76, when the consumption of arrack was reported by tbe renters to bave been 
~3,7~4 gallons; In 1883-84, the consumption was 86,462 !f8llous; in 18~7-88, 21,718 gallone; 
and JD 1888-89, 26,506 gallons. The rate of consumptIOn of arrack JD this district is the 
lowest in the Presidency. The duty realized in 1888-89 was Rs. 3-15.4 per gallon., ' 

, Coimbator •. -Tbe consumption in this district has been as follows :-1875-76, 59,944 
gallons; 1883.84, 47",594 gallons; 1887-88,'88,183 gallons; and 1888-89, 4-6,14!! gallons. Tbe 
duty rea~d has risen from Rs. 2-9-10 per gallon in 1875-76 to Rs.4-15-5 in 1888-89. 

NilgiTis.-In this district the consumption of arrack has been as follows :-1875-76, 
23,255 gallons,: 1~88-84, 87,217 gallo~s; 188~ -88, 86,212 gaIl~ns; 1888-89, 81.918 gallons. 
The consnmption m 1883-84 was conSIderably lD excess of tbat In 1875-76, but the· principal ' 

Population ,Populatlon towns in tb~ district hRve been growing of late 
in I B71. iD IBBl. years. It 18 also understood that, as the 

• Oolao.munil .... ... 9,9BB 12,~36 cnltivat,ion of poppy, which was carried on to 
Coonoor ' ... 2,~8 4,.78 Borne ext~lIt by the Badagas, was suppreBlled 

when the Opium Act was introdnced in 1880, they have taken to d"inking liquors. Since 
18811-S4, however, there has been a decline in the consumption of country spirits. Tbe duty 
realized has risen from Rs. 3-6-11 per gallon in 1875-76 to Re. 1l-0-8 iu 1888-89. 

Sal"",.-The consumption in this i!istrict has been-1875-76, 76,187 gallons. 1888-84-, 
53,000 gallons; 1887-88, 64,171 gallons; '1888.89, 52,236 gallons. 'rhe duty has risen from 
Rs. 3-9-3 per gallon in '1875-76 to Re. 4-10-1 in 1888-89. , 

Malabar and South, Oanara.-In Malaher, except in the Wynaad, the, excise system was 
only recently introduced into some of the taluks. In SouthCaoara the excise system bas been 
introduced only into oue taluk. The introduction of the excise system by raisiog the price of 
liquor has undoubtedly tended to check consumption, but reliable statistics &1'e not available 
for pl"\lvious years. • 

Vl. }'rom the foregoing .it will be seen (i) tl".t the" excise" systam has been introducea 
since 1875-76 iuto the greater portiou of the Presidency as rapidly as circumstances will 
permit; (ii) that the effect of the introduction has been to increase the taxation and with it the 
price of country spirits and to diminish the consumption much helow wbat it was under 
the old renting system; (iii) that in most of the "excise" districts the consumption in 
1888-89 was very mnch less thao in 1875-76 with the exception of South Arcot and the 
NUgiris; (iv) that in South Arcot the increase is due to the' measnres taken for enabling 
liquor in British shope to compete with and displace the cheap liqnor sold in French shops 
and which was chieH, consnmed in the mluks on the frontier of the Pondicherry torritory. 
and that it does not Indicate any incrpase in drun1renness; (v) tbat the increase in the Nil!!'i .. i 
district is more than accounted far by the increase in the population; and (vi) that in the 
Madras town, where it might be expected that consumption would have increased considerably 
nwing to increase of population and other oauses, the consumption in 1888-89, as compared with 
that· in 1875-76, shows only a slight increase. As regards the increase in consumption in 
1888-89 observable in a few districts, as compared with-that in 1888-84, it should be remem
bered (i) that since then most portions of tbe Presidency have had a succession of very good 
seasons and the Presidency has rapidly recovered from the effects of the famiue of 1876-78; 
and (ii) that, since 1886, the amendment of the Abkliri law giving power to prohibit transpor. 
of liquor frOm Native States, &c., in quantities not exceeding a quart and the preventive 
establishments employed by Government have rendered it possible to displace illicit by licit 
consumption. 

19. The ahove remarks refer to "coun:try spirits," by which term is to be nnderstood spirits 
DlSnufactured in this country and on which the duty levied is below the rate prescribed by tbe 
c;ustoms tarif!' for imported liqnors aud which nnder present law is Rs. /) per gallon of Londo .. 
proof strength and in proportion to strength for spirits of other strengths. Spirit manu
factured in this country and taxed at the tariff rate is treated in all respects .... imported spirit and 
permitted to he sold in the same shops as the latter. The object is eventually to assimilate the 
dnty on the so-called" country spirit" to tbat on foreigu spirits, that is to say, to abolish the 
distinction between" country spirit" and or foreign spirit," which is b .... ed simply on the rate 
of duty levied and not on the methods of manufacture. The so.called "oountry spirit" is iu 
most distilleries manufactured by European process and is really rum and it is taxed at lower 
rates than the tariff rate, because it is believed that, if the duty were levied at the latter rata, 
consiaerable indncement would be offered to illicit distilla.tion and smuggling. In the case of 
the Madr&8 t~w:n and the Nilgiri district, it is possible now to, raise the dnty on conntry spirit 



'. to.the ~ft' ~te and abolish' t!1.e diq~nction between H oonntry "'and" foreign" liquors a~d . 
thl8 question IS now nnder oons,deratlOn. ' '. 

20. F01"'gn Uquo,· •• "'-Liquors classed as '~ foreign" consist of (i) importlod spirits, wines 
and malt Iiqnors; (ii) spirit manufl>Qtll1'8d within the P''8sidency and excised at the customs 
tariff rate of Rs. S per gallon Df proof strength·; and (iii} beer brewed in the country alief 
excised at the tariff rate of one anna per gallon. Formerly licenses for sale of" foreign liqnors " 
UIWd to be granted on payment of fixed fees, but licenses for the sale of liquors, except ia 
hotels and refreshment rqoms, are pnt up tQ auction and the liquors' subjected. to a heavier duty 
than before. There a .... two breweries on ·the Nllgiris and the consumption of the beer brewed 
is stated to be extending among the lowe,: c\lISses of uatives at Ootacamund and other places on 
the _hills, "here t<Jddy is not available an<\ the price of country spirit is high, ' 

:n .. Toddy.-The r.egulation of the taxation oftoddi (fermented palm juice) presentlfgreat 
difficulties. 'lhe levy of an excise duty is impossible and the only means available for regu. 
lating the tax on this into.icant with SOme reference te con.umption is to impose a tax On each' ' 
palm tree tapped, the rate of tax being based on an e..timate of the average prod uction of the 
several descriptions of toddy-producillg trees. ,The tree-tax to some extent pel"forms the 
function of an excise duty and enables Government to form some judgment as' to increase or 
dectease in consumption from ,the pumber of .trees tapped and to enhance the tax wherever ili 
isfonnd that consumption i. increasing. The idea'was borrowed from Bo,itbay, bu~in working 
it care Las been taken here to avoid the mistske which was committed in that Presidency of 

, attempting to levy the duty. not only on raw toddy but also on toddy spirit by means of the 
_ .. tax. 1'hie nt'CesBitated the imposition of the tree.t0t3 at rDtes so bigh (Rs. 111 anaually per' 
cocoanut· tree) that they had the effect of suppressing the consumption of raw ,toddy altogether 
.. nil. compelling classes of the population accustomed to tbio beverage io drink spirit. , 1'be 
~orre.ct prin,,!ple for working the tree-~x ~as stated by Mr. G.:lton wben A:bka.,-i. Commissioner 
In the followmg terms: .. 'fhe' true prmClple appears to be that the taxation In the form of .. 
tree-tax .mould not exceed what the people can afford to pay upon theb .... er.ge, ami where, 
as in some parts of lblabar, toddy coustitu~es an article of diet and is in fact the ordinary 
morning meal of some of the laboring classes, taxation must be moderata, Or such classes would 
be deprived of their food. Shop rente serve to enhance the tax 'on toddy nsed a8 an intoxicant 
.... nd when toddy. is used for distillation taxatiou must be supplemented by other means ;if 

. possible by a still-bead duty." The tree-tax in t)1e portions of the' Presidency iu which it has 
been introduced b ... been worked strictly on" the lines above indicated. The tax imposed, 
excepting in the town of MadrllS, amounts to Rs. 8 per cocoau~~ tre". The tree-_ at this 
,rate i. hardly equivalenb to .. duty of olle aDDa per- gallon o~ fermented toddy' which contain. 
sometimes as much as 8 per cent. <If alchol. When palm juice is drawn in vessels coated with 
lime, fermentation is prevented and the toddy thus drawn is used either for food or for the 
mBnufactll1'8 of crude sugsr. This descriptien of toddy is not taxed.. In the Madras town thli 
tree.t,ax is at the rate of Rs. 6 per cocoanut tree. This r .. te is n.,t an unduly beavy one for the 
town of Madrll8, where considerable quantities. of toddy are drunk for purposes 'of ·intoxication, 
and it is desirable to Oheck-consumptioD by raising the price of tOddy. The tax WIIS originally 
at the rate of R •. 3 per tree and subsequently enhanced to Re. 40-8-0; this enhancement did not 
cause any rise in the price of the beverage, but only reduced the profits of the toddy drawers. 
It has, therefore, beeu still further enhanced to Re. 6 per annum during the current year in the 
town of Madras. ' It is believed tltat tbe increase in the duty levied on .,,,untry spirit and con~ 
.equent enhlWloom'mtofits price have tended to increase the cons"mption of tod'!Y: "",d that this 
tendency requires to be checked to soml' extent. The tree-tax, system, whloh i. ,the only 
satisfactory system for taxing toddy on sound principles, is being gradually introduced., It haS 
DOW worked well in the portions of the Presidency in. which it is in force and its extension 
througbont the whole of the Presidency is only a qllestion of time. It requires considerable 
establishments for marking the trees On which the tax is to be levied, and as She organizatiou of 
the establishmentaentail.s considerable labour on the Abkari department the work hIlS to be done 
gradually. In tbe tracts in which the tree-tax system is in force the toddy-shops are Bold'_ 
by auotion every year, excepting in ,tbe M"drllS town and the Malab ... district; where fixed 
fees are levied. In Soutli Canara a regular tree-tax s,stem ba.a not been introduc~d, but tbe 

,toddy-drawers are grant<Jd licens~s to tap aity num~er of trjles they lik.e on payment of fixed 
fees; the licenses are not transferable and tapping under them of trees, by persons other than 
thos .. whose nameR are specified in the license jp not permitted. This plan i9 obviously inferior 
to the tree-tax system, as there is nO limit to the number of trees tapped under each lic .. lIse 
and no reliable'estimata can be formed of the qnantity of toddy drawn or' of tbe incidence 
of taxation. Tbe o'lly advantage. of this system are that it rendets the employment of ex
penoive establishments for marking the trees tapped unnecessary and .prepsres the way for the 
introduction of tbe tree-tax. The fee,S levied on each license have gradually been enhanced, hut 
they still fall far short of what would be payable if the tree-tax, snon as exista, in Malabar, . 
were introd,uced. In otber portions ,of tbe Presidency the old renting system as regards toddy 
is stin retained, but the size of the toddy farms in like ·lD&nner with arrack farm. has boen 
reduced everywhere in order to ensure the .enter. effectually copin!!" wit" illicit ,'tapping aud 
unlicensed sRle of toddy. In towns middlemen have been dispe'lsed: with and toddy shop~ are 
'Bold by auction. 

68 



22. In some of the wwna; however, the consumption· of epiril; appears to have increased, 
considerably since ! 882-831 A pa' part of 
the increase is DQ dou ht accouDted for by the 
iDcrease of urban population in recent years, 

, 
Tow~ 

. 
,111.110" ... ... 
,Ad6ni ... ... 
'vonjeevera,. ... 
Vanora ... ... 
Kumbakoraa.lIl .. , 

·lIod ...... ... . .. 
.Din'\igul _ .. .. , 

, 

Conatlmp-
tioo in 

lssg:S8. 
, . 

GALa. 
9,04C.. 
8,659 
4,784 
7,970 
4,195 
7,466 
2,698 

, 

-C \ Bate per ~'m;op- hea.d of the 
tlon In . 
188~89. p=":,, 

OA"" 
12.17. '441 

7,238 '832 
8.98l '289 

18,746 '867 
7,770 '156 

12.191 '166 
6,660 '899· 

• but the price of liquor in Bome ;Own. during 
portions of the year · ... ppeer. to have been 
low .. r tba.n iD tbe rural tracts. :tD tbe toWD of 
Ve\1ore, for instance, prices of Bpirit of 30' 

. under· proof appear .to have ranged from 
R •. 2-8.0. to Rs. Ii duriDg -1888-89. Thi • 
would appear to indicate that the ahopkeeperB 
are eqdeavouring to force sales duriug feati
vals, &c., by IoweriDg prices unduly. W beD 

. ._ tbe abU.li arraugemeut. for the next year 
come to ~e .ettled, it will be a question for consideration wbether tbe still-head duty OD spiri* 
issued for cODsumptioD in tbese towus should Dot be considerably enhaDced with a ne,w to 
_compel the shop-_keepers to sell their liquor duriDg all portious of the year at rates which &re 
~t nnduly low. . , . ,. , 
. 2S. The nnmber of shops for the sale of llqnors licensed-in 1887-88 eomparea with the 
~nmber in 1875-.76 B8 follows :-ConDtry spirits 22,1>49 agaillst 20,062; toddy 20,140 agaiDs' 
,19,671; foreign liqnors 9;11 against 96:-': 'l'he Ilumberof licenses to sell arrack in the Malabar 
p,istric.wBs 4,42~ in 1887-88 agaiDst 1,119 in 1875-76, aDd licenses to sell toddy were 4,152 
,.gainst 1,262. If the ffgpres for Malabar are excluded, it will be seen tb&t tbe D)1mber of 
;arrack shops in the remainiDg districts sbowa decrease of 42S and toddy shops show a decrease 
1>f a,812. rhe peouliar eiroumstll-Dces-of Malab .. r r~ndel' the mainteIlaD~e of a large number of 
sbops Decessary.The people are not coDgrE'gated in villages, but have their homestt'ads in the 
;midst of..their farms and palm grove .. : Palm. trees'are most abnndaDt, aDd the distillatioD of 
'toddy spirit, which is both _y aDd inexpeDsive, is nniversally practised. Illioit distillation 
4)arri .. d in a country, where the houses are detachbd and situated eaeh in itl own garden, 
ifemoved from observation" most of court!e be aifficult of detectioD iii the absenoe of very stroDg 
JlreveDt{ve establishmeDts. Prior to 188~·85 .onder the renting system nDlioensed sales were 
rery commOD, the renters cOIlteDting tbemselves with levying 110 fee from the veDdors and 

"eavin!!, tbE'm to do what they liked. Witb.& view to suppress this illicit traffio it w .... 
j:Leoe" ... w .that pJ""es should be freely l~ceDsed aDel steps takel\ to 4lDforoe tb4l requiremeDts of 
.the law B8 regards sales iD liceDsed places oDly. Tbis accounts for ~he large iuoresse in the 
~nmber of shops ill this district iD recent years np to 1887 88. Of late, however, the ~-t8JI 
I!nd excise ~ystem~ have been iDtloonced into portions of the district aI:dlarge preveDtive 
.,6st .. hlishmeDts ·orgllnized to deteot sud preveDt il)icit practices. This bas made it possible to 
;reduce the Dumb"r of sliops vE'ry. mnch, the reduotioD in 1888.89 amonIlting to DO less thau 
~,OOO. 'rhe. Collector expects_ that tbere will be .. further decrease of 1,000 shops dnring the 
-"nrrent ye~. The reg'lI\atio!lof tl\e number of sbops has perbaps beeD the most v1ilnerable 
.part of tbe abkici arraDgements iD this .PresideDcy. UDder the reDtiDg systam aDd also the 
guaraDteed excis.esystem •. which was ODe of big, mo,:,op~Jie~, i.t wI!" .Decessary tha~ the coDtrac
~rs. who were chargeel ~th the duty of preventmg dlimt dlstIllatioD BDd smuggltng, should be 
anowed cODsiderable di~cretioD as regards the Dumbe~ of shops to be maintaiDed. During the 
last .few years .the Government bas; however, employed Pl'6veD\ive establishments of its OWD 
;'nd thA facts as regards illioit ooDsnmption. in the differeDt parts are. beiDg pretty Well as~er. 
·$ained. It i~ therefol'll 1I0w possible to regulate tbe nnmber of shops with, refe.rence to the 1'0. 
:qDiremeDts of'different localities and the Commission, .. of Salt a!ld Abk.~ Revenue has beel! 
. pevoting cODsiderable atteDtioD to the -snbject. ,He bas recently directed that tbe Dumber of 
.,hops, iD toWDS especially. where illicit practices are 8I\8Y of detectioD, sbould be oODsiderably 
.r~uc~q. '.ehe ~Q,!,erDmeDt has insisted on large reduotioDs in the Dnm ber of IIhops jD the 
~ral tracts alsl), aDel before long the Dumber of sbops will in &11 probl\bility be reduced to 
one·half pf.wh!'t it is DOW. As in this Presidency, however, toddy aDd arrack are sold in
.differellt shops, the total numbllr pf shops 1I'8illtailleQ milstbp I"rgerthan .\u provinces wh"" 
~e two )<jDde of liquof are allowe!! to be sold in the same shop. . ', 
.' 3~, Tbe Det .. bHri revenu~ ~ $i~ P~sideDO? sinfe 1878,79 ~ \l!!6D as follows ,_ 

}878-79 
Lakba of PDpee" 

. ~ .. .-t> . .,! ... .., ' 66'72 ' 
1879-8Q •• Z·, .~' . , .. ,-,- .... '" 67'SI 
1880-81' ... ~,. , .. 54'49 
1881-82 .... ... . .. 1i8'29 
1882-83 ... , .. . .. ,,~ . ~ .. 57'8. 
1!183-,!!~ .. ~. .. ... ... . .. 57'811 
1~84-85 ... .. . ~. . .. ... 68'42 
l8SS.8S ... . .. '" ... 77'21 
le86-87 .,~ ... .'!' 81'79 
1 ~87-88 ... ... ... .. . , ... 88'19 
1!!88"!!9 ... . ~. , 'f .~. "'flO ~, . -,. \15'111 



Sinoe 1883-84 it ",ill be seeil that the revenne has increesed by 37'Sllakhs or 64 p;r cent. 
25. The faotsst .. ted above "'ilI"I &lieve, place it 'beyond donbt tliat the abHriadminis. 

tr..tion'of this Presidenoy has for several years past been conduoted oil. sound' principles. The 
revenue has doubtless increased con.iderably, but it has been obtained by pusbing.np taxati.,., 
and reducing oonsumption and. DOt· by pushing up' con.umption.' 'l'he ascertainment of the 
limit,. to which the to..<ation in the several part'" of the Presidenoy can he carried, is a tentative 
proce •• and ·it would be rash to .... ert that in no instance has a mistake been ·committed. On 
the whole, however, there is no resson to tbink that consumption is now' higher tban it "'as' 16' 
years ago, and there is distinot evidence to' show that in moat parts of tbl' Presidenoy it is very 
much less, The "".ertion, which oQe sOJlletime. hears to the oontrary, is not the result of" pro
por investigation of the oonditions ohhe J'ast or st.ndy of oomparamve' statistios,but' o( a ,newly 
awakeDl>d oonsoiousness totbe evils of !kinking in tbe abstract. It has been trnly remarked: . 
.. 'l'hose who have lately. beoome oonscious ot oertain faots are apt to suppose that·they have' 
lately risen. After a changed state of mind h ... made·ne observant of occurrenoes we were 
before ,indifferent to, there oiten results the belief that such oocurrenoes are more common than 

, they were." 1 believe that most of the difficulties conneoted wit.h abkari administration have 
now been surmonnted and that very little remains to be done beyond persevering in the policy 
hitherto pursned. 'rbe excise sy.tem and ~he tree-tll4: system mnst of conrse be'il;ltrodn'Clld 
into the remaining portions of the Presidency as quickly .... circumstanoes will permit, and when 
this ,has been done, and tbe shops lioensed have been reduced 10 the .mallest number possible. 
oonsislen~ly with the requirements of the population to be served, and the duty is enhanced from 
time to time in places, wbere the consumptiou .hows a tenitency to increase, the Government ' 
will have done in the way of rednoing oonsumptioll aJl that it i.s possible for it to do. The con. 
sumption of liquor by the Ishoring cl .... e. fluctuates with the state of the .agricultural season 
from year to year aud in prosperl>u. times shows a tendency t", inoreBBe. . This teRdenoy caube 
ohecked only by the diffusion of elementary education among the lower classes. This being .0, 
il is a question for oonsideration whetber Ii fixect pereentage of tbe inorease of revenue (nearly 
38 lakh. within the last 6 yea .. ) contributed ohiefly by the working classes should lIot be sel 
apart for advancing elementary eduoation. . The Government Gf India uow take 76 per oen!, of 

. the revenue derived from el<clse. ' 
26. There are .three classes of persons who condemn the abk4ri arran'g~mente In this Presi. 

denoy. The jirst oomprises philanthropists wbo, beibg impressed with the. evila which the 
lIpread of drunkenness has wrought in England, f~el anxions lest a similar .tate of things shonld 
be brought 1>bout by Government arrangements in India,more especially .. s religions prejudices 
among large cl88ses of the population, which fOl'Dlerly told in favour Qf sobriety, aregradnally 
wearing away. Their fearsl so far ... this 'Presidenoy is concerned, ara not 'Il'ell-foundedt and if 
they knew the fact. they would dou,btlessbe ready to admit that Government ia working in the 
~ame direction ... themselves. The seopnd class of persons !W9. the· distillers and big monop ... -
lists who have h .. a their enormons profitsrednced by the new arra.ngements. 'Their dislike to . 
the new ordllr of tbings is, of course, vepY .. tural. The third olas. are Ihe toddy-drawers and 
professional distillers who find their hereditary' occupation going ont of their hands lInd whq 
have to Beek new means of livelihood. They nndonbtedly.uffer har4s1!ip, but it ia temporary. 
,.nll th.,jr jnterests are opposed to tlloes of the gener,.! pll-blio. 

POSTSORiPT • 

The .. bove note was written in November' 1889 or just two yesrS ago, I Will briefly state 
below what improvements has since been effeoted in the abkRri administration :..... .' '. 
" . (1) :Exclnding the. ageQ.cy ~racta, tbe f' el<cis~.system", (vida p",:".14) is in. foroe in Bliu1!.~ 
~10.000 square lIIi1esoQ-t of the 120,000 square miles (l()lDpl'llled Wlthm tbe PPOsWeI!CY. 
. (2) The tree-ilax system ("ida para, 21) has beel!v f",rther e~tel!ded and it ia in fOlj)e hI 
{l8,OOO sqnare lI!iles of conntry.·· : -. '. . . 

>.' (S) The. average rata of duty pel' g:alron of COltDtry Bpirit~, proof strength, whioh. wss 
.'Rs. 2-1S-7 1Il 1875-76,was Ra,8-15-9 III 188~.89. Rs, 4-;1-1 JD 1889·90 !!'ld RI, 4-6·1 ill

. -1890-91. '. .. .' .. 

, (4) The consnmption of oonntry spirits'hBB fallen considerably during.eeent years and as 
pompared with 1876-76 the consumpti?n il! 1890-91.wBB ol!lJ Ii per ce!'ot. more Dotwitbstandin3 
JOn increase Gf more than 10 per ,cent. In the population_ . 

. Millio", of 'Proof fI?Zl~. 

1875.7& up'" ••• .... ••• .:~ "', 1"27 
1888 ... 89 ••• .,f •• ~ .... Of' ••• l'S8: ... 
1889-90 ,.. ....... .,. ..", .... 1°43 
1890-91... .., .... ... .,' J-SS 

: (5) Thll Jl.umbe.. o~ shops bo~ iJl. ~4e to1V1!ij lInd ill the rlll'l!l trl!cte hilS 'b!l8Jl IInQI'DlOlUI, 
,educed. ' : , _' .. . - _ 



-cviii , , 
, . 

. 187&·76. I 1888-89. 1889-90. I 1890-111 • 

cr. ... "" opirit obopo {::. '";:e Pn~" ... ... .. . ... 899 - 1M ... ... . .. . ... ,14,088 ]1,180 

Total ... BO,06B 17,688 1~92& 11,764 

Toddy ohopa ... ... ... .. . ... ... .. .. . 19,761 26,180 21,88& .19,4.16 

Grand Total ... 39,828 4.9.711 86.809 81,168 

• -
, (6) The taxation per h~ of the popul&tion of duty on country spirits &nd on toddy haa 

i!tcreaaed &s shown below :- ", 

Per kea.d pi population. 

- '/ 181&-76 1889-89. I 1889-90. 1890-91. 

BI. A. p- B8. A. p- BI. A. P. I .. A. P. 
,Country spirito . ... . .. 0 1 ~O 0 B B 0 S 6 0 J 7 ... ... ' .. ... ... 
ToddT ... ... ... ... '" 

, ... ... .. . 0 1 1 0 1 10 0 J 0 :0 I 4. , . . . . 
(7) The revenue derived from country spirits and toddy has increased • .. . . . . 

In takba of rupeea. 

-- Conn_..,. 
Country Toddy. apiri ta and Total. ' spirits. tNldy 

combined. . 
1888-119 ... ... ... 4.8 

1 
4.0 S' 940 

1889-90 ... ... .. . M 4.4. 6 108 
1800-111 ... .... ... 67 51 1 109 -

(8, The oonsumption of imported liqudrs, inclu<ling liquors m&nuf&etured iu the couot.ry on 
the European method, in 1890-91 compares with tbat in 1815-76 as'shown below :-' . 

• 
• 

I 
In,tbotUlanda of gallODB. 

-- I 
. 

187&-76. 18sio-91. 

Imported spirits ... . ... ... ... .. . 208 208 
Winell ... ... ... ... ' .. . .. 101 61 
M.lt liquor . 

196 64.0 ... ... ... ... .. . 
Country brewed be8I' ... ... ... . .. 80 879 

'Total ... 688 1,188 . - . 
The above table shows th&t the consum'ption of spirits aud ~nes has decreased, wbile that' 

of m&lt liqUOr!! has considerably, increased. Regarding the ooosesof tbe increase Mr O'Conor 
in his trade review for 1889.90, S&ys: " Various canses in oombination JD&y be assigned for 
this rem&rlmble augmentation. The character of tbe beer has changed and Dl&Dy are able to 
drink the lighter qualities now imported wbo were unable to drink the heavier beers of former 
tears. There has been a great increase in the' olasses of European population accustomed to 
·drink beer habituaUy,-artizans, workers' in mills and faetories,·menemployed on railw"'y8 and' 
in land and coastin!!, stea.mers and so forth. There has also been created " taste for beel: 
among the Madras coolies who work for higb wages in Bu~mah and return anoU&Uy to Madras 
''with tbeir earnings. The strength of the British army has been largsly angmented and the 
prices of heer have m&terially fallen. Bot it is hardly likely tbat these causes alone can h&ve 
brought about such a sudden development in consumption, and tbe most effectual cause may 
perhaps be sought in competition;' The English brewers keenly felt the competition of tbe 
German and Anstrian brewers, and actively sought to retain a market which seemed,to be under
toined from without by continental, and from witbin by Indian 'beer." The total popuJatic;n 
'of the Presidency has increased by 10 per cent. since 1871 and the European and Eurasian 
'population by 11'4 per cent. 

(9) On the ",hole, tberebas heen great decrease in consumption by the intiodnction of tbe 
're excise aystem," and the asSertion that drunkenness is spreading is entirely without foundation 
80 fa~ as tWa Presidencl is concerned. . ' 



oil: 

(h) 1.-8tat~"" .. t ,lwwing the Numb ... of Ofentes reported ... 1850 .and 1890. 

-- I 1850. I 1890. 

1. Oftenoea against p8f'Son-

'99 (4) AifeotQ>g lif. '" ... . .. ... 858 t Hurt '" ... ... ... ... 487 14,079 
c) Ra.pe ... ... ... ... ... 76 8B 
ti) Aaaault ... ... ... ... 167,069 82.'12:; 

(.) Other 0_ .. ... ... . .. ... 2,629 -Total .. , 167,927 60,314 
• . 11. Ol!euoea aga.inot property-(al Robbery and deooity .. .. i.~~~: 899 

(b Th.ft ... ... ... .. . .. 19,424. 
(c) Othe: oifOlloBB ... , .. ., . 6,641 23,9'8 

Total ... 22,570 44,271 , 
8. Other offences ',268 19,447 
4. OtrenoeB against .q,·eoial·~d lc:;.lla.~: .. 121,181 

Gl'OZld Total .,. 197,760 285,218 

(h) 2.-8takmBnt .hou" .. g tM Numb ... of Oa,.. inatitut.d before Orimi""l (Jourt.. . 

I -- I 1860. I 1890. 

. 
Number of oases lied before the Village 

Palioa ..... ... "', ... , .. 
N:umber of case! filed before the District 

12,678 11,629 

Poliu (answering to the present 2nd 
169,490 and 8rd Class Magistratea) ••• . •. 171,684 

Number of oaaes ~led before the MlUCis-
41,780 tracy (the preseut IBt-olaas Magistrates). 10,164 

Number of cases committed to the Ses-
Bions .. Oourt ... ••. .•. . o. 914 1,040 

Number of oa888 oommitted to the High 
61 Court ... ... ... . .. . .. 116 

Toto! .•. 195,446 228,840 . . 
NoU!.-Out of 41,780 088ell filed befCll'e 1st-class Magistrates in 1890, 85,606 were before the Premdeno)" 

Hagiat.ra.tes. 

(h) S.-Statement .T.owing !J.. N .. mber of Oivil 8uits i1llltituted i .. !M Preeideney of 
Madrru in 1850 and 1889. 

-- I 1850. I 1889. 

1. Village Puncha.yata ... '" ... 14 
'68,788 S. Village Munsiffs - ... ... ... 11,107 

8. District Puncha.yats .. ... ... 8 .. . 
4. Distriot MUDSiffa ... .. .... 62,708 151,498 
6. Revenue Court. ... ... .. . .. 6,656 
8. Cantonment Court of SmaJl CauBes ... - 864 

, .. 
'1. Agenoy Coorta ... ... ... ... 

'i2,691 
912 

8, Sudder Ameens ••• ... . .. ... 'i4,OlT 9. Subordinate Judges ... ... .. . 4,816 
10. Diamot Judges ••• ... , .. ... - 48 641 
11. Presidency Court of SmaJl aa.uses ... ... 26,8241 
1lI. High Court ... . .. ... ... ... 871 

. Total ... -81,892 255,008 . 

Number of nits" for landI, hOua88 and 
e,B47 . other fixed property... • .. ... 44,242 

Number of suits for arrean of .... ~ or 
revenue ... ... ... ... . .. 1.289 6,656 

Number of snits for mODey, aUowanoes 'fDd 
70,841 personalities . ... ... ... . .. 204,108 -Total ..• '18,427 255,00B-

Total value of suite, B.a. 54,82,058 8,74,59,896 
Average value, :as. 70 146 

• IuC!ud&8 BUlts It referred," for which partiaul~ are Dot availab~" 
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(i. )-8tatement .hA/Ding tke incidence 01 ttR/Jtio.a in the Maar,.. Presidency. 

Grose revenue in lakhl at 
Inoidence per head of the population. rupeea. 

Hee.da of revenue. 

1852.53·1 1872-78. 1889·90. 1862.53. I 1872·78- 1889·90 • 

. ... A. •• ... A. P. ... A. P. 
La.nd revenne, inelnding receiptl from 

Foresta Bud Tobaooo m01Wpoll ... 875'1 475'8 619 1 8 0 1 8 8 1 7 II 

Provincial rateR, iDoluding IInnioipal 
taxation ..• ... ... .. . ... ... 76'1 107'9 . ..... 0 810 0 40 10 

Sa.lt ... ... ... ... ... .. . 50'40 128'& 1'16'7 0 8 8 0 8 8 0 711 

Ezci •• (inoludiDg AbkAri and Opium) ... 114'2 6l"1 11' 0 1 8 0 8 , 0 & • 
Castom8 ... ... ... ... ... 12'1 89" 18'1 0 0 9 0 • 1 0 0 9 

As ..... d tao •• (lI!oturph&) ... ... U'8 '1'8 1B'8 0 0 9 0 0 , 0 0 9 

Stamps ... . .. '" '" ... "8 402'6 8& 0 0 8 0 • 2 0 8 0 

&gistration ... ... ... . .. ... S'8 10'8 u •••• 0 0 2 0 0 6 

Total ... 478" 833'2' 1028'8 1140 6 2 10 8 a 140 8 

NOTE (1 ).-The inoidenoe for 1852·58 has been arrived at by assuming 1ihe t.heD popu.tion of the Presidency to have 
been 25,000,000. 

(j .)-Statement showing tke &penditure of tke Madras Presidency in 1889-90 /J8 compared 
ulith that in 1849-50. 000 omitted. 

Items. 

1. Land Revenue, Sayer, AbkAri and To.
bacco-
(a) Sala.ri.s and allowanoes to the 

Members of the Board of Revenue, 
officers of account, &0. ... ... 

(b) Charges of collecting the ~evenn~J &C. 
(e) purcha.8e and oha·rges of toba.ooo ... 
(d) Tanjore sinking funds and interest aD 

Tanjore bonds ,.. .., ... 
(e) Allowa.ncee and assignmenta payable 

out of the revenues in accorda.noe 
with treaties or other 8Dg&gementl ... 

Total ... 

J. Customs 

8. Salt-

40. 
6. 
6. 
'1. 
8. 

(a> Purohase of ((alt ... •.• . .. 
(b) Purchase of salt manufacturer's sba.re. 
(d) Establishment and contingenoi81 ••• 
(e) Compensa.tion... ... ... •• 

Tota.l '" 

Assessed tM:es ... ... ... .. . 
Forest ... ... ... ... .. . 
Sta.mpa ... ... ... ... .. . 
Registration ... ... ... ... 
Mints ... ... ... ... .. . 

11_ 50.11 

Be. 

287 
• ,11Q 

265 

498 

6,n9 

10,217 

Items. 

1. Land Be"enue and AbkAri ... 
(a) 8aJa.riea and allowances to the Jlembera 

of t-he Board 'of Revenue and Oivil 
Offioors of Account and Audit .•. 

(It) Cha.rges of collecting the revenueJ &C •••• 
(c) !tevenue Survey aud Settlement ••• 
(d) La.nd Records and AgrioDltU8 ... 
(e) loam Commission ... ... ... • .. 
(j) Allowa.nces to Diatrict a.nd V'Jl1ageOfllcers 
(g) Assignments and compensations ••• 
(h) Territorial and political pensions ... 

Total ... 

215 2. Custom. 

2840 
833 
233 
13 

---
S18 

... ... 
&0 .. . 

100 

8- Ba.lt-

1
4) Sa.lt purcbae. and freight ... .. . 
bi Purchase of salt manufaotUl'er's _hare .. . 
C) EstablishmentJ ccmtiDgenoiell &0. • •• 

Tota.! ... 
. 

4. Assessed tases . .. . .. ... ... 
5. Forest ... .., . .. ... .. . 
6. Stamps ... ... .., ... ... 
7. Registration ... ... ... ... .. . 
8. Minta ... ... ... ... . .. .. . 

11889•90• 

... 
40040 

4,217 
930 
66 
1~ 

8,660 
1,240 

918 

llJ439 

211 

168 
116 

1,326 

1.607 

81 
J,I62 

248 
661, .. . 

NO'1'B.-The 'figure! for 18~50 ha.ve been ta.ken from Appendix p to the report from- the Select Oommittee 011 

Indian terri.toriea iu 1853. The figures fOI" 1889-90 are taken hom the J'iDanciaJ and BeVeDll8 AcownttJ for thM 

1-' 



en 

. (j.)-Stato ...... t showing tl •• Ezp."dit"u of the MndrtUl Presid ..... v in 18&9-90 /J8 compared 
with thet in 1849·50. 000 omitt.d-cont . 

• ----------------------~--_,u_--------------------~-----
Items. 1 1849•50.11 Item.. 11889.90 •. 

9. Interest on loans and deposita ineludiug 
the Tanjore Redemption FUDd ... 

10. Poet Office ... .•. .... .. 
11. Genera.l administration ..... . 
1& Residents and PolitioaJ. Agents... .. . 
IS. Ecclesiaetioal asta.bliabments ..• • •. 
14. Education ...... ..• ... 

'16. Courta of La.w ... ... .., ... 
16. Pollce ... ... ... ••• ... 
17. Jails ......... • •• 
18. lIediaal (hospitals, &c.) ... 
19. 8oientifio a.nd minor departments ... 
JO. PeDaions, dbnations to charitable institu-

tions, &C. .......... .. 
11. If arine oharges ... .., ... .. . 
21. Misoellaneona ... ... .... .. . 
23. Military ebarges including buildings .. . 
24. Public Works-

(II) Bepa.ira to ta.nks, &0. 
(b) Buildings, roads, & .. 

BS. 

GSS 
434 
8>1'1 
141 
~92 
lIS 

2,361 
977 

1M 
SO 

1,i'15 
123 
220 

15,247 

. 970 
719 

\ 9. Inte",.t ...... . .. 
10. Post Office ... ... '" ... 
11. Genmal atiminiatra.tion, inoluding oharges 

on acoount of Looa.l Fund and MUDiaipaJ 
establishments '.. ... ... • .. 

IS. PoUtioru Agents ••. ... ... ... 
~3. Ecolesiastical establishmenta .. , ••. 
,14. Education, inoluding Looal Fund and 

Munioipal expenditure ... ... 0. 
16. Oourts of La.w ... ... ,.. . .. 
16. PoHoe (publio oat.ty) ... ... .. . 
17. Joils .............. . 
18. 'Medical ••• ••• ... ••• .. . 
19. Soientifio &nd minor deparrtments .. . 
20. Pensions, donations to oharita.ble in· 

stitutioDa, &C. '" ... ... .._ 
21. M&.rine oharges ... ... ••• . .. 
22. Miscellaneous •• .•. ... • .• 
28. Military charges inoluding buildings . o • 

M. Publio Worka-
(II) Railways, working es.pensea and 

oa.pit&l expenditure ... ... '" 
(b) BlIildinge Bond roads ... • .• 
(c) Irrigamon including oapitaloutlay ..• 
(tI) Establishments, &0. ..• ••• • •• 

BI. 

I,Z90 
4,128 
3,987 

800 
8,387 

8GO 

5,021 
D,818 
4,5'14. 
1,689 

Tota.l ... 1,889 Total... 18,097, 

Elrand Total... 405,741 Grand Total... 90,273 

NO'l'II.-The figures for 1849-50 have been taken from -Appendix 1 to the report from the Select Oommittee on 
Indian territories in 1852. The figures tor 1889-90 are taken from. the Finlmci&l and Revenue Aooounts for that 
ynsor. 

(F.)-StatiBtiCS relating to tho improvement or the r.".rBe in tho standard of li"ing of tho 
different .la •• es of .the population. 

(a.)-Oomp~raU.e table s/WlDing the numb .. of persons (males) engaged in '''_ .""oral occupations in 
1871 and 1881 i .. the Madras Presidenc, (CI/ltractedjrotn Ihe lleport 011 the Oell .... 'II 1881). 

1. Persons engaged in the general and local government of the 
oountry 

2. Do. in defence of the oountry 
3. Do. in learned l!rofessions,literature, art and science, 

with theIr immediate subordinates ... • .. 
4. Do. in entertaining or· performing p81'Sonal offioes 

to man .. ~ .... ••• • •• 
Ii. Persons who buy, sell, keep or lend houses or goods of various 

kinds inoluding bankers, money.lenders and money ohangers. 
6. Persons engaged in the oonveyance of men, animals, goods and 

messages... .•• ... ." ... ... ... '" 
7. Persons pOBSessing or working the Jand or engaged in produoing 

grain, fruit, grasses, animals or other produots... ... 
8. Persons engaged about animals ... ... ... .•• . •• 
9. . Do. in art and meobanical prodWliions .•• • •• 

10. Do. in working and dealing in the textile fabrics 

Mal. 
POpullltiOJl, . 

1871. 

126,104 
34,319 

154,848 

36,277 

425,116 

63,376 

5,211,178 
38,042 
89,b85 

MaJe 
population 
czalwrlve 

of Puduk6ta., 
1881. 

193,450 
22,882 

185,070 

104,639 

176,544 

163,342 

6,453,839 
106,380 
150,337 

and dress... 755,676 720,404 
11. Do. in foods and drinks 223,520 391,048 
12. Do. in animal subats.noea... ... 5,258 63,281 
13. Do. in vegetable... ...... 58,906 153,617 
14. Do. in minerals n. ... 288,001 416,934 
15. Laborers and others (branoh.of labor undefined) ... 2,295,917 510,585 

NOTB.-The olaasifioation of occupations in the Census of 1881 was different from that 
adopted in 1871. In framing the above table, attempt haa been made to re-clasaify the popul ..... 
lion of ~81l on the principles adopted :& 1881. The results cannot, however, be fully relied OIl. 
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2. The'ttfrY considerable increose in the number of 'persons engaged in II Personal aervi""," 
item 4, will be noted. In ,regard to tbis, the CensUll report says :_" Increased contact with 
western ways, tbe incidents of railway travelling, oompetition in bWliness, have all led to tbe ., 
greater development of personal services as a group of industries. The words' hotel' and' club' 
have grown into the native language and tbe tbings they meau have come iuto existenes within 
the last few years. For the well-to-do traveller, the ohoultryof tradition has, with its gratuitous 
shelter (and Boruetimes gratuitous entertainment), given place in every town to the private hotel, 
where the traveller is entertained for payment; while the Brahmin traveller, who formerly orept 
up the coast ten miles a day and cooked his rice at the chattrem, now readily embarks in a 
steamer and shares with his paid fellow-olerk (ow) the services of a travelling cook of his own 
csste." The number of persons engaged in" Personal .... rvice " is, however, still only 1 in 139 in 
the Madras Presidenoy, while it is I in 14 in England, and this to some extent affords an indi
cation of the number of wealthy persoM needing personal servioes iii the, two oountriel. 

3. The great, deorease observable in the mercantile men and general dealers, item 5, is 
attributed to erroneous olassification. The figures for 11181 include-meroantile men 78,268, 
,and other general dealera 107,90l!. The first head comprises 46,041 merchants, 21,544 money
lenders and money-changers and 3,707 brokers. The number of merohant. is absurdly overstated, 
as there are only 16,000 merchants in England, th~ most commercial country in the world. 

4. The increase in the number of persons engaged in oonnecti()n with land, item 7, is merely 
n()minal, as the figures ()f 1881 evidently inolude agricultural lab()rera shown under the bead 
"Laborers and others (branch of labor undefined)" in the Census of 1871. 

5. The decrease in the number of, .. Persons working and desling in textile fabrics and 
dress," item 10, is the result of the declining conditi()n of the weaving industry owing to 
the competition of the Manchester ootton goods and also, latterly, to some extent of the 
machine-made goads from Bombay. The imports of cotton twist, which amounted to 4 millions 
of pounds in 1855-66,inoreased to 13 millions in 1870-71 and they are now (1887-88) 21t millions_ 
The imports of piece-goods increased from 825,406 pieces and 311,815 yards in 1855-56 to 
94,6011,201 yards and 11,469i dozens in 1870-71 and to 139,360,368 yards and 1,150,450 pieoes 
in 11187-88. While the weaving trade is a po()r industry, it affords employment to a large 
number of persons, probably half a million male, as the women and children of weavers' families 
all work in the looms. That this is not a profitable indUlltry may be inferred from the fact that 
among the weaving castes only 3 in every 1,000 of the males are returned as subsisting by 
.. property/' In 1871, the Board of Revenue instituted inquiries into the state of the weaving 
industry in this Presidency and the results are given in their Proceedings, dated 28th June 1871, 
No. 2605. 'fhe conclusion then arrived at was that the weaving industry was in a fairly healthy 
oondition. The number of looms at work (279,220) showed an increase of nearly 42 per cent. 
tI.Il compared with the nJlmber of,looms at work between 1856-57 aud 1860-61 and on which the 
moturpha tax was levied, but the returns for the earlipr period were imperfect and not to be 
relied on. The Board estimated the real increase at between 20 and 25 per cent. and attributed 
this result maiuly to the abolition of the vexatious and inquisitorial moturpha tax. The total 
quantity of h.ist w()rked up into cloth was taken at 31, million pounds, of which 11 i millions, or 
a6; per cent., was impQrted and the rest country-made. -

Another inquiry was instituted in 1889 by the Board of Revenue on a referenes from the 
Government of India calling f()r" fairly accurate statisti08 of the area and probable outturn 01 
cotton" in the Madras Presidency, and the results are embodied in the Proceedings of the Board of 
Revenue, No. 311, 'dated 12th ~'ebruary 1890, ll.evenue Settlement, Land Records and Agri
oulture. The average area undbl' the cotton crop was as09rtained to be 1 f million acres, and the 
probable annual outturn was fhed at 87! million pounds, or at 50 pounds of clean cotton per 
aore with reference to the quantity of o()tton olothing required per head of the pcpulation and 
havin~ regard also to the exports aDd imports of cotton and cotton cloth manufactured. The 
quantity of cotton used 100811y was estimated at 28f million pounds, 13i millions being used by 
the spinning and weaving mille at work in the Presidency Bnd the remainder being used by the 
pGorer classes for spinning into the thread used for making coarser cloths used by the rural 
population. The number of hand looms at work in the Presidency was estimated at 300,000, 
and the qnantity of twist worked up into cloth at 341 million of pounds, of which 19 millions, or 
05 per esnt., were imported, 1 million mill spun and the remaining 14; millions !land SplUl in the 
country. 

- , - I • 

6. In the nwnber of. persons engaged in the other ocoupati()DB epecified in the statement, 
it will be seen ;that there ha. been a vtrry large inorease ; that in items 6, 12 and 14 may.be 
partioularly noticed. l'he inoreased facilities of communication between different parts of the 
eountry haS led to a greatincrea.se in the number of carts and other conveyaness, and railways, 
here 8S elsewhere, hav~ not in any way reduced their nwnber, but on the other hand have since 
increased it. Under item 12, the fish-ouring indUlltry is gaining in importanes sinoe 1881 on 
acoount of new facilities granted for the use of duty-free salt in fish-curing operations. The large 
increase in the imports of metals (valned at lllakhs of rupees in 18M-56, 40 lakhs in 1870-71, 
and Mlakbs in 1887-88) and the great reduotion in the oost of the articles hasled to au extension 
of the demand for them and the proeperity ()f the metal industry. Among the persons included 
under item 14, 76,469 Were gold and silver smiths, or J male goldsmith for ffl"ery 408 of the 
total population, while in England there is only 1 goldsmith for every 1,200 inhabitants. 
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• (b.)-Statement .AOfDiIl9 1118 ""rialiu of T ........ A.ld direct from Gov"";'menl during tAs offi .... l 
- !I ..... 1889-90. 

• 

I. Number N .... ber Number A_ A_ 

Nature of tenUN. I of 
of of holden . Groll area _of 88seasment 

eatatel. viIIagea. 
.... w.- iD ........ each ofeoch 
hold .... -... ..-

-

NO. • 0. IfO • ",CBBS. A.CKES. ... 
(Held by iudi'rid::als 14 9,183 14 6,783,549 484,589 1,96,908 

Zentindariesl 
under law of pri. 

1. Great mogenitlU'e. • paying more than ~ Held by' individuals 1 269 - 1 116,102 116,]02 69,928 
n.. 50,000. l aDd lamiliea 

under ordio8l')' 
law. . 

B. ~ ZemindarieS

I 
Und... I .... of pri. 60 9,837 61 8,280,030 165,601 1',868 

paylDg from Ra. m(Mfeoiture. 
60.000 to Bs. &,000 D d ozdiD Ia 18 1,476 1M 1,088,948 18,961 20,611 ~ue. D er ary w. 

8. Zeminda.ries Jl"yiDg from Ra. 6,000 to 
Re. 100 1'e't'enue . 

612 8,162 929 2,506,2.58 4,096 I,'U 

.. Small Zeminda.riea other than 'those of 94 4029 116 276}0', 2,926 M 
cultivating communities paying lese- thaD 
n..l00. . 

6. Peasant proprietors 18ymg aepara~l,. - .. _ 2,848,110 26,128 4,616,140 21,138,179 7 14 

6. Boldera of wbolly or ~ In perpetuity ... 438,298 28,247 "'i~1-91 8,185,587 19 II 
pat$ially revenue 
free tenures. For life or lins ... 5,861 1,121 8,948 102,23'1 19 8 

,.. Landboldera who hav .. redeemed the 660 lSI 661 4,767 9 1 
:revenue. 

S. Parchaaera of ...... to landa ... ... . .. - 18S 496 27,486 69 811 

TotaJ ... 8.289J23~ 80,770 5,405,267 48,453,085 16 16 

• For details see sta.temeut below . . 
Joint putta.hs. I Total 

Number Total A.verage 
Classes of putta.hs. ot Number uBeseman' 

aingle ofryots rumberof 8yeaS- for each 
pnttaha. Number. holding puttahs. ment. pnttah. 

them. 

... .... A • P • 
Jl,yota paying under B •• 10 ... ... 1,419,869 450,8!5 1,308,989 1,879,694. 71,86,747 818 6 

bet ...... Ba. 10& 80 _,676 227,712 810,066 671,890 1,12,90,516 1611 6 

Do. do. B •• 80&50 ... 109,328 68,898 J88,oaa 168,220 00,98,921 87 610 

Do. do. n.. 60 &100 ... 88,897 82,630 148,162 101,027 67,49,781 66 IS 11 

Do. do. 110.100&250 .. , 26,996 11,889 49,nS 88,887 65,78,105 148 6 1 

Do. do. B •. 260 & 500 ... 4,701 2,011 9,_ 6.711 .11,74,062 82814 6 

Do. do. n.. 600 & 1,000 ., ~ l,e 440 2,8'l7 1,782 11,18.110 M5 811 

Do. do. .Be.I,OOO ODd np. 818 107 956 4026 6,6(,,804. 1,54114 8 
warda. . 

Total ... ~,07"S76 779,61S 11,612,706 '2,954,067 4,06,46,465 14 411 

. • 
(c.)-8t~tement ii'W'luin9 lAs number oj t..""'jer. of Revenus estate. d .. ring th81/ ..... 1889-90 • 

. . 
Number oftranat .... Total area. in acres tnmsf'erred. 

. 
Jratve of JIlHtote. . 

Byorder BT aa1e • Bypriva.U By order Byaale By private 
of Com for Brr6&l'8 oontract 'of Oout. for arrea.n contract 

of_venue. .. gift. of revenu.e. or gift. 
- . 

Ze>DiDdaria .. permanantl,.-aettled eatate.o ... 4 2 82 86,671 2,;676 6<1,908 

BTO_ holdiDgtl ... ... ... -... ... 971 6,140 107,~ 7,409 18,070 85fii314 

Inam tenure. ... ... ... ... .., 1106 194 6,200 1,88' l,4J.6 48,766 - ~ 

Total ... 1,188 &,886 112,65$ 46,8141 17,161 466,047 

- --
66 
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(d.)- Statement .'",willg t"e cw,ipcotion 0' 1I>8 iI.come. on which tke u _ • 

Incomes from Ba. 600 to Be. 2,000 per aDDum. I Inoome8 01 Be. 

Distriots. Pretddooo1 
Town. Total. Distriot. 

Classified items. 
"'a. ~1i .... .! "'0 iii o. . 'S ~ "C~ 'S: 'S" 
~; ~G l!~ ~ & • Z ~G 1111 ..,: " s .o! II •• " B 

ra QI • g S g; ..,. ... 1 E G 9! g!! .: E· a. H e: 
:z;- .. iI .~ ; "'I; Ii'; ~= "'IS 

PART I. - BO. Bs. • •• ..: 
(4) Balmes, &C., pa.id by Govern .. 8,971 57,645 1,208 16,665 6,179 78,810 1,296 1,81,778 

- ment. 
(b) Do. by local 

authorities. 
1,141 10,665 177 2,996 1,818 18,661 61 4,816 

• (e) Do . by Com· 
paniea, &0. 

2,64G 88,798 1,010 16,893 8,665 50,186 688 89,678 

---~ Total, Part I ... 7,757 l,oa,098 2.896 35,064. lO,15ll 1,87,147 1,889 1,75,666 - --.----- '-PAR'I'U. -

~a) Banking Companies ". ... 41 781 41 1,104 . 82 1,886 21 2.609 
b) All other Companies ... 4 102 6 11<1 10 288 18 14,269 ------- ---, 

To~l. Pa" II ... 4G 883 47 1,21<5 92 2,168 89 16,868 
--- ---

PAAT Ill. 

(a) IntereBt on securities of the ... 99 . .. 861 ... 960 ... 11,962 
Government of India. 

(b) Do. 
rit-ies. 

on aU ot.her lecu· ... ... ... ... .. . ... ... 265 

-- ---. 
Total, Part III .. , ... 99 " 661 ... 960 ... 12,227 ------

P'''T IV. 

(a) P,·o/8Bstons. 
83 591 8 86 641 (1) Fine Arts ... ." ... 50 .. , '" 

(~) Barristers, pleaders, and 1,020 18,686 14 401 1,OM 19,087 220 24,607 
other legal practitioners. -

(8) Medicine .... ... ... 18 807 7 179 25 486 1 191 
(4) Ot.be .. professions ... 237 8,587 23 644 260 4,OSI 27 4,188 

Toto! (.,) ... 1,809 23,121 41 1,174 1,856 24,1l95 248 28,966 
---- ----------- - --

(6) Com .. ."". 
97. 18,172 68 1,939 1,032 SO,Ill 80,765 {I) Agents, brokers, bankers, 229 

and oontractorl. 
(2~ Geueral merchant, ... 8,152 46,218 ... 62 8,162 MI,!75 236 85,819 r Pi ... ·gQOd. lllOfUh&.\. . .. I,G59 26,076 66 1,820 1,727 27,396 91 8,250 
-4l Grain merohant. , .. 8,280 46,623 7 132 3,287 48,755 • 181 14,263 

I) Indigo mel'Ohant6 .... 439 6,096 8 90 - 6,186 I. 11147 
-6 Salt meroba.nts... . .. 125 1,909 ... ... 125 1,909 19 4,768 h M.oney lelldiog and ohang ... 13,3.29 2,Ol,~7 66 1,555 18,88. 2,04,042 1,210 1,46,761 

lng. 
719 • 

(8) Other _cha,," ... 719 10,081 ... 225 10,809 66 9,4G1 
---- ---

Total (b) ... 28,677 3,58,657 192 6,828 28,869 8,68,980 2,001 2,61,209 
, 

ec) 7'nm.IpO"', feT 

107 1,374 23 180 1,894 • (1) Cart and carriage buitden 520 1,960 
. and owners a.nd livery . 

stable-keepers. - 6 (2~ Ship or boat owners ,., 189 2,046 192 14-6 2,298 42 6,290 
(8 Hotel and iun-keep,er8 and 69 9Q5 4 126 68 1,031 10 1117 

ot.bers. , 
. 1-. 83 

i-'----
.Total (c) ... 805 4,326 668 888 6,168 I ,56 8.107 

..,.,--- --r---'-----
(d) Trod •• 

24,943 78 1,710 1,894 26,658 .10,606 (1) De&lers in agricultural 1,816 4J. 
produce. . , 

.(2) Dea.lel'8 'in. animals, animal 1,828 18,010 a' ~,061 1,862 19,071 811 8,828 
and vegetableaubstanceSI 

Dot food, food and aalt. 

287/ . (3) Dealers in precious stones, 2~8 -4,101 7 280 4,866 11 11108 
'!:c . . .-. 



cxv 

• In~III"lare /11118 collected iJi the Hu,/rfl8 p,· •• idencg dU,;Jlg tn. g(ar 1890-91. 

8,000 a-nd upwBI'da per allDum. Tooal. 

Prelidoncy Preaidency 
. 

Town. Total. Diatrict.s •. 
ToWll. Total. 

~:i ~ ... "t;1 -S~ -s~ -01 
Remarb. 

.! 9 ~;; 'I;! '1;,; 
,!;,; r •• ~. "§! lle :1* lla • • -a "'I g ~ .• z 11. • • a. "'. "'; g. "': • • "': g: 

e ~ , s = o· J! a· 0: a· U •• e ~ ~i :::! . U • • a= <I; :0." <I; :0.; -<I; • 

lUI. ••• ... • •• • •• 68lI 78,976 1,977 2,10,753 6,266 1,89,423 1,890 94,640 '1,166 2,94,069 

llIl 2,84.9 83 '1,164. 1,202 14,970 199 6,867 1,401 20,837 

8SS 88,840 856, 72,913 8,178 73,366 1,388 409,798 4,611 1,29,099 

- -- -1,027 1,15.1~ 2,916 2,90,830 9,646 2,7M59 8,422 1,50,240 13,068 4,27,999 -- --- --- ---
. 

21 24,643 42 27,252 62 3,390 62 25,747 124 29,137 
9 6,938 27 21,192 22 14,361 16 '1,114 87 21,475 --- ------ --. --- -- ---

30 31,576 G9 48,4" 84 17,751 77 82.861 161 50,612 --~ -- . ----- ---

... U,134 ... 66,096 ... 12,061 . .. 54,996 .. . 67,056 

... 3,116 ... 8,881 ... 265 . .. 8,116 . .. 8,381 

-- ---... 67,250 ... 69,477 " 12,826 ... 58,111 ... 70,437 .-- ----- ---
. 

... 65 65 8S 591 8 115 86 706 
47 15,435 267 40,042 1,24.0 43,298 61 15,H36 1,801 59,129 

7 1,488 8 1,679 19 498 14 1,667 33 2,165 
5 1,410 32 5,598 264 7,725 28 1,954 292 9,679 - . --106 ---

59 18,398 307 47,8M 1,556 6S,107 19,572 1,662 71,679 ------- - -- ----- -.----

51 24,647 230 55,412 1,208 48,937 109 26,686 1,812 75,628 

14 22,162 249 58,581 3,387 82,082 14 22.824 . 3,401 1,04,856 
l!O 11,960 no 10,200 \,750 34,826 97 ]3,270 1,847 4.~,596 ... 197 18? 14,460 8,417 62,886 7 329 8,424 68,216 

4 866 19 2,013 454 7,248 7 956 461 8,199 
2 251 21 6,OM 14' 6,662 2 251 146 6.913 

26 8,!l9S 1,286 1,56,654 14,539 S~48,248 88 10,448 14,621 8,58,696 

'" 57· 65 9,50S 7840 19,532 ... 282 7840 , . 19,814 
------------- --. ---

126 69,623 2,127 3,20,832 25,678 6,09,866 818 . 74,946 26,996 6,81,81Z 
-----

2 1,288 6 2,248 III 2,324. 25 1,808 186 4,132 
> 

1 234 43 6,524 181 8,336 7 42G 188 
, 

.8,762 
8 771 18 1,688 69 I 1,822 7 89'1 76 2,719 

'""-- , 
6 2,298 §2 10,450 861 12,482 89 8,181 400 16,619 

------- --- -_. ---. 
. 

8 ~ 48 10,818. 1,867 86,548 80 11,918 1,987 87,466 

16 4,181 48 7,_ 1,360 11,8S8 50 tl,18l! 1,4J.0 26,515 

I 
8 4,669 18 &,767 2M 5,309 9 4,946 293 10,165 

... 
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Sea/enune .r.o"',.g' the c/auf/lca/iolt of tile ·MCOnl8. on &ellieA tll~ 
• 

Incomes from. Ba~ 600 to .al. 1,000 per annum. lDcom .. of a.. 

Districts. Presidenoy Total. Dinricta. Tow». 
Classified item •. - OS'; "II' "01i 'IS ... "II'il "II. 

~I 
0'; . ~ ~~ . : 

~a ~i ~~ H ~~ u •• .Ill ~ a I ""- -s' o. 
8~ 0_ 

U 8 ~ ~! ell 
0- a:: 0 1 

~! o· :z;! ->l; .1 :"II -011 :z;lI ~ 

u. BI. BOo ... 
(d) 7'ra<io-oont. 

(4) D ... ~.rtI in spirits &nd .814 ',780 7 S,Ul 821 7,201 19 i,6£8 
oplum. 

~6) Dea1ers iu dreIR8, Ac. . .. 954 18,905 8 1,192 957 15,097 46 8,759 
-6) Dea.len in other articles. 3,931 64,765 231 6,479 . 4,163 62,_ 128 1&,128 --

Tot&l (eI) ... 8,616 1,20,509t 861 13,150 8,977 '1,83,654 281 86,616 -- --------- . 
<e> Manu!escwre. 

(1) Ma.nufacture of cotton, 1,199 15,986 ... ... 1,199 15,986 88 ,"039 
ai.lk and wool1en goocil. 

(2) Builders and artill80US . ... 50 588 6 251 65 839 .. 
(3) Manufacture of _It ... 168 8,007 . .. ... 168 8,007 82 8,351 
(4) Mannf .. t .... of • pinta, 1 16 ... ... 1 15 1 417 

&0. 
(6) Manufacture of· metals, .tc. S!8 4,716 9 198 837 4,909 29 8,_ ---- -----

Tot&1 (e) ... 1,746 S4,812 14 444 1,760 24,756 100 11,111 

(J) Property. 
(1 ~ House proprietors ... 361 6,579 195 ',854 656 11,438 68 7,150 
(2 Newspaper proprietor. ... 8 75 ... 42 3 117 ... ... 
(3) PfiDtiDg press proprietors. 21 861 9 177 80. 638 ... ... 
(.j,) T";",,ble Es~te bolders ... 7 - 1241 ... ... '1 126 17 8,396 

Total (J) 392 'l,Ul 204 6,073 696 J,2,2U 60 10,646 
---

Tot&I, Pari; IV ... 96,044 6,88,060 861 16,002 86,896 6,64,062 2,766 8,46,625 --- - ----
Grand Total, Parta I, II, III, J 48,8411' 6,41,185 3,293 68,202 47,188 7,04,837 '"- 6,60,888 

'" IV. 

lnolDllio. of as. 1I2 relating to the t .. OIl oalarie. paid I>T locaJ 
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I_me.fa,. IMII collected ill tJuj lIladl'1I8 Preaidencg dwrillg III_ !1M" 1890.91-continued. • , 
8,000 a.nd ap~uda p8Z' amltun. Total 

I PreaidenC7 Total Diatric.t& Presidency 
Total. Towu. ToWJi. _ .... 

tI. !i "alii il 'It,, ~g - "01 - "01 0. 0" 

• m •• t= t: t: ~m • • U 
• m • a l s • a ..,; -s! 11 gil ..,: ..,- g: all 00 eo H ~i ~i ·H ~5 •• s: ~I ~I ",I ",I <Ill -

. ... ao. .... . ... ... 
• 

8 4,628 2. 6,321 888 6,"'8 10 7,0409 848 18,522 ") Numberot pel'8Onl 

46 I ....... d ., ;, ... 
1 890 4,_ 999 17,694 , .2.0~ 1,003 19,746 oome-tu. in" 1890-, 3. 6,194 1li8 31,328 4,06~ 69,893 267 12,673 4,S81 82,566 91 '" ,.. •.. 58._ 

Total 'taxable in· - ---- -- ----- I oolhe, n.... ... 8.61,21,760 59 20,100 340 66,816 8,897 1,66,120 ~O 33,850 9,81.7 1,89,970 A.verage inoome 
-- ---. ------ 8B1oseedpcl'helld,lI.I.l,ltS 

Average BSStl ... 
mOllt per head, Rs. 28-10-6 

I· 1,287 
Number of .. yow ... ... 88 4,089 20,025 • y ... 1,237 20,025 payins ~ 

mont of Bs. !ISO 

1 117 1 117 50 588 6 368 56 956 
and upward. ," 8,Rf19 

TotaluHll5IDent.RI.3D,6'1.466 , .. ... 82· 3,31)1 I l!OO 6,368 ... 200 6,358. .\. verage &s!ICIiB-

1 1,792 2 2,209 II 432 1 1,'1&2 3 2,_ rneot per ryot, Rs. OIl 
Num~ or ryOls 

887 
pa,ylng PIieJIIto-... 180 l!9 8,484 8,020 9 828 866 8,843 menta of &. &00 

------ -- ---- Bud upwnrda ,," 2,15'1 

2 2,039 102 13,160 1,846 35,428 16 2,_ 1,862 87,906 
Total asseament, e.s.1'1,7S.41j 
Avel'lUl:e U&etlSo 

ment per ryot, B.a • ... 
Number of income-

tnJ:' PDfWs ~~ 100,000' of 
5' 8~729 117 15,879 4U 18,729 249 13,583 678 27,812 J)OPulation '" 1 .. 

• 1,468 4- 1,468 8 75 4 1,1;10 7 1,585 Number of 1'1ots 

» 221 2 221 21 861 11 398 82 759 
pnyiolt B&. 26Q. 
and upwBids ~~ .. ~ ... 17 3,396 24 .8,522 . .. ... 24 3,522 100.00I,I ,.. . .• '" .. - ------- I Numbe, or 1'1'" 

60 10,'18 140 80,964. 472 17,687 2& 15,491 736 88,178 Pu.villg 000 and. 
upwa.i'da pel' 
luo.OW •••..• Il 

812 1,23,471 3,078 4,69,096 38,81<! 8,88,685 1,163 1,4e.473 39,973 10,33,158 I ----
1,1869' 8,'1/1,4.61 6,068 8,77,84'1 '8.640 11,91,521 4,668 -3,90,665 SS,202 015,82,206 J 

. -- "- - .. ' ;. . , 
',-~~~",-" 

&6. 
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(e. )-Bta~nt showing the amOl&flt oj Gn~'rn".. .. t otoclr (pttblicdebt) held b!f Europe~M and 
Native., 1''''Pectiuely, in 1834, 1850 and 1888, througliou' India.' • 

- I EuropeaDS. I Nati ..... I Total. 

il.:. lb. lb. 

1_ .. , ... ... ... ... 20,439,8';0 7,226,860 17,665,230 

- 1850 ... ... ... ... .. . 21,981,4407 11,271,140 84,252,587 

1888 • . " ... ... .. . ... 70,895,690 14,065,289 94,960,829 

• The amount. enteroc1 for 1888 do Dot include the apeoialloane from the Owalior Durbar, &0. 
(6) The amount of stock actually presented for payment of interest "'u Ba. 64,582,992. Hz. 81l 657 660 by 

Europeans, and Rz. 17.925,432 by Native.. The amount of enlaced notes held io London waa llz. 21.682.106, The 
,_ balance of principal not preBented for intere.t, viz., Rz. 18,695,73J, "' .. rateably diab'ibuted among European • 
. and Natives in the proportion of the amounts presented by each lor payment; of interest. 

(f.)-Btatement ."OM1Ig tl .... transaclio ... oj the PresideJlcy, DUtnct an,l Paid OjJice Saving. 
, Ba"k. in India. 

1857·58 

1862·63 

1667·68 

187ll-7S 

1 

1 

1 

877·78 

882.sa 

889·90 

Ye&l'1I. 

-- ... 
... ... 
... ... 
... ... 
... ... 
... ... 
... ... 

.. ... 
... ... 

- ... 
.. , ... 
.. , .. . 
.. . ... 
... .. . 

NQlDber of D.posito. A.mount of Deposita iocludiotr iDten.t 
in thousands of I1lpeea. 

Europeans. I Natives. I: Total. RUI'()peaua. 1 NatiYM. I Tol&L 

lUI. ... ... 
... ... ... '" ... 8,898 

.. , . .. .. . . .. .'. 4,167 

12.565 16,310 28,875 8,166 8,807 6,771 

13,631 28,236 41,8&'1 4,915 8,669 18,478 

17,108 48,378 66,566 &,113 12,172 17,285' 

10,282. 68,614 89,836 7,815 28,321 81,186 

68,416 848,790 1 • 391,006 11,662 67,393 68,955 

Non.-:-Distriot SaTmga .... d Po •• OlBa. SariDgo Banks '""'" ..... b1ish.d m 1871·71 aDd 1886.87 I'e8p<!clinl7' 

. 
(g.)-Btatement .howing tho Numbs1' and Value oj Money Order. talu.d. 

Number 01 Order... Value of Onl ... 

Y ..... 
III tb ...... da of Rupees. 

India. I lIad .... Iudia. 
1 

lIadrao • 

. ... - ... 
1887.68 ... - ... ... lJO,l07 9,794 6,816 628 

187ll-73 ... ... . .. . .. . ~,435 10,_ 11,911 1,181 

1877·'18 ... '" ... J69,890 86,191 8,8411 1,388 

1882·88 ... ... ... .. . ll,594,866 654,989 66,281 8,31& 

1889·90 ... ... ." . .. 6,750,000 847,861 1,46,500 17,211 



(h.) -ComplJyatiDe statemEnt of the ra!e8 of value oJ labour, in th. 81'fJ~rnl di.lri<J18 ~flh.1Jfadl'1J8 Pr08idency for certain usar8 compiled from schedules 0/ ratcs in /orcs· 
, in !lIS Publi<J Works DepllrtI/lBl.t. ' . 

. 
per.j Ganjam. y;.,.g.patam./ GodtV&ri. Ki.tna. NOJlore. OuddBpch. Bellaoy.. I KllrnooI. Obingleput. North Afoot. South AJcot. DeBOription of lRboUl' • Tanj01'e. 

• 
. 1 2 I 8 ' , 6 6 7 8 9 I 10 II', 1~ 13 14 

6kiIWW ..... BI. A.. P. BI . .6. P. lU. A. P. 1lI. A. P. HI. A. P. D. A. P. HI. A.. P. 11. •• A. P. Ill. A.~ RI. A.. P. JUJ. A. P. 81. A. P. 
r869060 •• Each. o 'lit 0 , 1 , 0 , 6t 0 4: lli 0 6 9t 0 6 6t 0 6 31

'
, 0 6 1U o 6 0 6 6U o ·6 2ir 0 6 4' Brioklayer. •• 181' .. {O 6 , 0 6 0 0 7 0 0 8 0 0 7 6 o io 0 010 0 o 10 0 0 6 6 0 9 0 0 8 0 0 90 .. 080 0 6 8 0 6 0 0 7 0 0 7 0 U 8 0 012 0 0 8 0 0 7 0 0 7 8 0 7 0 0 6 0 

1 

0 6 0 o 10 0 0 8 0 

I I 
0 6 0 

I 0 8 0 

I {~ 7 0 0 6 6 0 7 0 o 10 0 o 10 0 0 6 0 o 10 0 0 8 0 Recent yoon ,inee 1883 I. .. 8 0 0 6 0 0 8 0 0 7 0 0 7 ,0 .0 12 0 o 12 0 o 12 0 0 8 0 0 8 0 o 10 0 0 8 0 0 8 0 0 6 0 o 10 0, o 12 0 o 12 0 

1186D060 .. .. 0 , 7t 0 8 lit 0 4, 8t 0 6 11 0 6 2t ,0 6 7t 0 6 If. 0 6 41f, 0 7 3-& 0 7 2.1 0 611ti 0 6 7" 
Carpentel'l .• ." 1874 •• {~ 6 0 0 6, 6 0 7 0 0 8 0 o 10 0 o 10 0 0 8 0 0 8 0 0 7 0 o 10 0 o 10 0 0 9 0' .. 7 0 0 60 0 6 0 0 6 0 0 7 0 0 8 0 012 0 0 7 0 0 8 0 0 8 0 0 9 0 0 6 0 

I 
0 6 0 t ~ I o 12 0 

I I o 7 0 l o 10 p 

I fO, 7 0 6 0 0 8 ~ o IU 0 o 10 0 o 10 0 0 8 0 o 10 0 0 8 0 Re .... t y ..... ein .. 1883 .. .. o 8' 0, 0 6 6 8 0, o 12 0 0 8 0 o 12 0 o 12 0' o 12 0 o 10 0, 080 o 12 0 o 10 0 0 6 0 0 6 0 . : 1;~ !+' 0 8 o· 
r86D.aO .. .. 0 4 2t 0 4 3 0 £ ~U 0 6 It 0 6 01 0 6 4!¥ 0 6 4i 0 6 ~'" 

0 7, 1,\ 0 6 Olf 0 6 7i 
Smiths .. .. 1814 .. {~ 6 6 0 7 0 0 7 0 0 6 0 o 10 0 o 10 0 0 8 0 912 0 0 9 0 o 11 0 0 8 0 0 6 0 .. 6 4 0 6 6 0 6 0 0 8 0 0 7 0 0 8 0 o 12 0' o 10 0 0 8 0 0, 8 0 0 9 0 0 8 0 

{~ 6 0 0 7 0 } { 0 7 0 I o 12 0 

I o 10 0 o 10 0 o 14 0 0 8 0 0 8 0 I 011 0 I 0 8 0 Recent y .... eincel888 .. .. 8 0 0 6 0 0 7 Ii 0 8 0 
o 10 0 o 12 O' o 12 0 I C 0 o 12 0 012 0 o 12 0 o 10 0 ,0 ,6 0 0 8 0 I 

Un,kilt..d ldour. 
01', 0 I lO!i 0 01 lit 0 2 0,.. 0 2 4t ,.,., fI8;9060 .. .. 0 1 4t 0 1 'Pt', 6 2 0 2 0 2 0 0 2 0 2 0 0 2 6 

. 1869 .. .. .. .. .. 0 3 1 0 2 6 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 
{1&74 .. 0 2 0' 0 2 0 0 3 0 0 8 6 { 0 2 ~. } 0 2 6 0 , 0 0 2 8 0 8 0 0 2 6 0 4 0 { 0 3 6 

Adult coolies .. . " 0 2 0 0 4 0 

ll878 .. {~ 1 , (.g 
2 0 I 0 2 6 0 2 6 0 2 6 

1 

0 2 0 I 0 2 0 0 2 3 0 2 2 

1 

0 2 2 I 0 2 6 0 2 0 .. 1 8 2 6 0 6 0 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 2 9 toO 4 0 0 8 0 0 2 6 0 2 4 toO 4 0 toO 4 6 2 0 0 a 0 0 2, 6 

Reoent years ainoe 1883 •• 0 2 0 0 2 0 0 3 0 I 0 8 '0 0 'I 0 I 0 , 0 0 8 0 0 8 0 0 3 0 { 0 8. 0 0 3 0 0 4 0 
" 0 8 6 too 4 0 I 0 2 6 0 2 6 0 3 6 

r1869060 .. " 
0 0 9 0 0 8f 0 1 3 0 1 4'. , 0 1 Ol 0 1 ?ot. 0 1 2f.r 0 1 O,~ 0 I 21 0 1 O,li 0 1 6 0 1 4' 
0 1 0 0 1 6 { 0 1 8 I 0 2 0 .1874 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 0 1 6, .. .. 

Bore .. . -i 
8 0 O. 1 0 0 1 0 0 '\ 0 0 1 0 0-1 8 I I 0 1 1 I fto~ 

0,9 V878 (~ 0 0 0 8 0 1 Q 1 0 0 '1 2 .. 
" 0 9 0 o 10 0 1 3. 0 2' 6 0 1 3 0 1 6 0 1 6 0 1 4 J .. , 0 0 1 3 

( 0 1 6 O· I 3 ) { 0 I 6' 0 1 3 } Reoenl y .... lin .. 1863 •• " 0 ,1 0 0 1 0 0 1 6 0 1 9 toO 1 6 0 1 8 0 1 6 0 1 6 0 1 3 0 I 6 0 1 6 0 2 0.' 

f 0 I II r1869060 .. .. 0 o l1i 0 o lOt 0 1 6 0 1 'Ii 9 1 at. 0 1 at 0 1 if! 0 1 31i 0 1 4' O. 1 at 0 1 a 0 I 61 J 1874 { 0 1 6 } 'Women .. " 0 1 3 0 8 0 .. .. .. .. 0 2 0 .. 0 2 0 0 1 6 .. { 0 2 6 .. i 0 3 0 
l1878 {~ o 10 0 o 10 0 1 8 0 1 6 0 1 4. 0 1 3 0 1 4, 0 8 0 1 8 0 1 8 } { 0 1 6· .. .. 1 8 0 1 4 0 e 0 0 2 6 ,0 2 0 0 2 0 0 2 0 0 1 9 0 !Z 0 0 2 0 .. 

. 0 I 6 

{ 
0 2 '0 

1t20 .~ 3 I { 0 2 0 0 2 0 } Reoent y .... ain .. 1883 •• " 0·1 6 O. 1 ·0 0 1 6 0 2 3' 0 0 2 0 0 2 0 0 2 0 0 2' O. 0 1 .9 0 ,1 6 o -2'C}' 
0 3 0 

,. -

() 

>f' -. H 



Comparative statlmfflt 0/ the ratllB of value .,'1doWl' ill t/" several ciotl'ict8 of tiM! Madras PresidencII fw ceriaill gMrs, ~·c.-cont, 

·Do..,iptioll'o£ \l>bour, 

·8kilud labour, 
. fle69-60 " 

OBricklay", •• ~ ~8U .. 

-carponlen 

,l . 
'Rooont yoars Iin.o 1883 , , 

.. 11859'60 .. 

(lsa ., 

; Recant Y"'" lin •• r~83 .. 

T1859-60 ., 

"luu .. 
L 

Rocant yoan iinoo 18~3 , , 

U .. .wllotlW ...... 

{1869-60 ,. 

111609 
.. 

• •• ~18" ' .. Adult _Ii .. 

'Bo;ro 

ll878 ' .• 
B""""t.yOlQlIiDpe 1883 .. 

.. .. .. 
{. 

1869-60 ". 
1674 .. 

1878 _, 

Recent yean iinee \888 .. 

[

1869-60 .. 

187" ., 
'.. .' .. LI878 .. 

.a-tyoan iinoo1888 .. 

16 ~ ~ 
Civil ' Jf orth I:louth o,.m.on Wellington 

__ i'_:&r_'_-,'ITri __ '_chin,.'_O_P_.lf_'I_-,.Mad,.ura. __ II_lI'Um_' _0'_011_'1' ,Coimbawl'O, l:laJom, l_c_au_""'_'_I._C_'''_o_",_,_ Jot;ola
bar

,. l_t_M_r~_dro_it_~)_~ _E._ginoer, 1_{N_U_I!l_'_ria_>_' _k-B_""_gal_OlIt_' 

18 19 "lIO 21 22 23 24 16 n 

.F.ach, 
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" 
'n 
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'n 
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.. 

.. 
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." 
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liB. A. P. B.8. A. P. RI. A. P. 
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(1.)-Slatemsllt 8hOtdng the preB8Ut's 0/ population on tho land in tlis 881JBf'al diBtricl8 of 1M Madras P,esidencv. 

Number of Average 
Proportion of dry and· Proportion Average rate cd aB118U .. Average ate of alle,l .. 

-Batio 01 Batio'" 
perlOnl to 8. Av:r:r. wet a.crea~e to toW of unocou- ment per acre of ment per acre of Batio of female. to 
&quare mile . me 0 a. a88688ment ryot_ oldingtl. pied waste oooupied land. unocoupied land. working agrioultural total agn ... 

Diltriol& 010 population 
oooording to ryotwar ryotwal' 

to total to total to ,,"orkin, col tuml and. 
theOeIUlU8 holding. 

I Wet •. 
ryotwar 

I I population. popul&tion. workin8' 
of 1891. 

holding. Dry. holdingtl. Dry. Wet. Dry. Wet. population. 

Atlllla. BI. lUI. A. P. Be ••• P. BI. A. P. 81. A. P. 

Ganjam .. .. .. 226 7-8 U'8 64 46 17 1 , 6 2 14 6 1 0 8 2 6 1 " 60. 40 , 
Viaagopatam .. .. 16& 12'6 29'0 68 82 1 ,0 611 6 6 8 1 10 10 , 14 10 10 66 42 

Gadivari .. .. .. 236 10'2 '19'6 39 61 16 I 18 8 2 12 10 0 6 9 I 12 8 49 69 26 

lWlDa .. .. .. 220 11'8 17'4 86 16 11 I 1 6 a 12 8 0 16 4 4 14 8 60 62 29 

Nell ... .. . . .. 166 9'2 18'6 16 24 29 1 3 8 , 110 0 9 9 4 4 9 63 63 38 

Oudclapah .. .. U6 1'4 9'6 90 10 30 o 12 8 7 I 3 0 6 4 4 14 1 61 71 40 

Anantapur .. .. 184 1f'6 11'2 93 1 46 010 2 6 0 3 011 6 4 2 1 80 n 40 , 

ilallary .. .. .. 161 16-1 13'1 97 3 89 o 10 2 6 0 3 ,0 7 0 3 9 6 69 69 ' 40 

Xumool .. .. .. 109 U'6 12'6 97 3 80 o 16 4 6 7 1 0 8 10 4 16 8 64 69 8& 

Madru .. .. .. 16,616 .. .. .. .. " .. .. .. .. 34 7 21 

Chingloput .. .. 400 7"0 18'0 88 62 19 1 8 7 813 0 o 14 6 211 2 60 61 26 

N01'IhAroot .. .. 286 3'8 9'6 66 34 29 1 6 4 6 12 6 1 0 9 4 14 4 62 69 83 

South Aroot .. . . 414 8'8 9'4 77 23 41 III 6 6 6 10 I 9 1 4 6 3 49 78 31 

Tanjore .. .. , , 600 6'6 26-1 26 16 8 1 , 0 4 16 2 I 0 1 2 8 4 48. 6& 32 

Trichinopoly .. .. 819 6'2 8'8 84 18 20 016 6 4 6 q 1 o 10 3 4 6 68 73 36 . , .. 
Madura .. .. .. 271 6'6 9'6 83, 17 23 I 6 I 4 4 2 015 8 8 6 0 69 11 46 

Tinnevo1ly .. .. 866 . 7'1 12'9 83 11 6 013 8 10 410 0 8 8 6 8 9 62 . 63 87 

Ooimbato .. .. .. 264 IN .111'0 96 4 16 o I' 1 1 1 1 0 9 1 4 11 10 68 6' ff 

NI1giriJ .. .. . . 10' 26'8 19'0 91 8 . 40 0 8 1 II l 0 o 10 9 2 U 10 61 83 37 
• 

Salem .. .. .. 260 0'6 9'6 92 8 81 I II a 614 6 o 13 9 313 11 80 61 46 

Bouth Canara .. .. 270 .. .. .. • • 18 .. .. .. .. 66 14 U 

Malabar .. .. .. 476 4'1 9'4 49 61 

~ 
.. .. .. 47 63 39 - --Avorege .. 261 1"2 111'9 19 21 26'86 1 1 3 411 8 011 II 4 2 2 61 10 42 . 

ll.Brwo1t,,-I, Thonumber of perBClllll to a .quare mile entered lor Gani .... Viaagopatam. and GodAvari ia inolllli .. of the Agency Tracto in the .. diltriolo; ... o1uding the Agenoy Traclo, the number i. 
326, 4611 and 407 lO'Pectively, . . 

!I. The figure' in the L.ot 3 oolumna rei ... to the population of 1~81, Irimiju information .. per Consua of 1891 not boiog available yet, 
3. A comparison of ~e &verage rates of 88Be~eDt of occupied a.nd unoccupied oultivableJaD.dJ willihow whether the land ~"~~le ill of "!f1!f inferior quaJit)' or not. 
4. The extent to which women .... employed m.1leldlabo",: may, to lOme extent, be taken .. a m_ute of the otandard of linng m the diltrict. . 
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, (j.)--Stattment ,lunDing tk total acreage, c1a8,ijkatiIJn of areas, irrigated crop" eurrent jalk"rB, Dlld 
the "u",b ... of live-8tock, carl8,p/qughB and boats in tk Madral Preside""y dUri"g tk !lear 11189-1/0. • 

(a) Area aooording to Survey De~rtment ... .._ 

(b'r D duct {(I) Feudatory s!1d Tributary States .. _ 
J e . (2) Area for which there sre no returns 

(c) ,Net srea by Survey Department 

(~) 01a88ijiration oj net area. 

(a) 'Forests - .. .'... . .. 
(b) Not a.vaUable for cultivation ... 
(c) Availa.ble for cultivstioJl. ,., 
(dl Current fallows .. . . .. 
(el Cropped during the year 

'" 

, (1) Govemmenhana.ls ... 
I (2) Privste channels '" 

(f) Area irrigated during the year, < (3) Ta.nks '" '" 

(g) 'Crops irriga.ted 

(a ) 'Cereals and pulses 

(b) Oil-seeds 
(e) ,Sugarcane 

Cd) Fibres ... 

(e) Indigo .. , 
(j) Ceffee .. . 
(gITes .. . 

L(4) Wella '" ... 
, (5) Other sources ... 

Total area irriga.ted .. . .. . 

I(I) Wheat '" '" 
(2) Other cerea.ls snd 

... 'l(!i) ~:~':eo~: fOO~~:: 
(4) Non-food crops 

(3) Aer.eage under-Crop •• 

(2) WhEst ... .. . I 
(1) Rice ..... . 

... (3) OthElr food grains 
ineluding pulses ... 

"'f (1) Cotto~' mi",~d'and'" 
"'l nnmixed '" 

(2) Other sorts ... '" 

(h) Tobacco 
(i) Cinchona , ... .., .. . 

(J) Y - lla ( Feod .. . 180e neous crops ... Non-foed .. . 
'(N) Total area of crop~ cultivated 
(I) A res oropped more than once 

(m) (k=-l) Actua.l area cropped 
.~. ..... 

(4) Number of liVe-stoCN, 4-e. 

(a) Cows and bullocks 
(b) Buffsloes ... 
(e) Horses snd ponies ' 

'(d), Yules and donkeys 
(e) Sheep and goats 
(f) Carts .. -
(g) Ploughs 
(/0 )Boats... .., 

.. , 

... 

, -
••• ..-

.., 

lIilliRtllof ...... 
91'03 
0'97 

30'29 

59'77 

11'13 
11'85 

8'02 
4'97 

23'80 

2'70' 
0'03 
2'31 
1'17 
0'18 

6'39 
0'005 

0'61 

0'07 
0'21 

,6'46 
0'j)2 

14'10 
1'91 

..... 0·06 

1'64 
0-05 
0'45 

, 0'05 
0'005 
O'IQ. 
o'of 
0-36 
0'905 

26'12 
2'32 

23'SO 

Number ia 
millions. 

11'02 
3'46 
O·O!) 
0'12 

12'06 
0-44 
2'50 
0'02 
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(k.)-E",tract. f"om D". Mllocleune'. Mallllal of Administration on the 6.0l1omic eOI,diUon 0/ 1118 
labouring cIa..... . 

, .AT<ot, NOI·th.-The population is mainly rural. The ordinary agriculturist is stTon~ly 
atta.ched to his native villags and rarely leaves it except to attend some religions festival. 'Lhe 
1'8oilway has worked very oonsidel'l1.ble changes, and by raising the value of agricultnral produce 
has materially improved the condition of the cultivating classes alonll' the line. In the towns 
stone houses are not nncommon, but all the villa~rs and the vast majority of the nrban popula
tion live in mnd buildings. The household.fllrnltllre of the ordinary oultivator, herdsman and 
small trader consists merely of a bed of wooden planks (visoopalagay), a bench and one or two 
boxes. The Ia.nd under cultivation is reported at 578.731 acres (drY,l!77,715 and wet 201,016) 
or only 13 per cent. of the district ........ Most of the individual holdings are very small, paying 
loss than Rs,. 25 per annum. A cultivator paying mol'. than that way be called a moderately 
large holder, while those paying more tban Rs. 100 per annum are few in number and wealthy. 
'I'he profits derivable from a holding of 5 acres average from Rs. 8 to Rs • .JO per mensem. 
}'rom ragi the people make porridge (sankaty) which oonstitutes the ordinary food of the 
masses. Rice, tbough sometimes mixed as a luxury with tbe cheaper grains, is eaten as a 
regular meal only by the wealtby. Male labourers earn lrom Annas 2 to Annas 2-8 per diem 
and females about balf as much. 'rhe wages of a wor1dng goldsmith or blacksmith are 6 a'mBS 
.. day; of carpenter or bricklayer 6 e..nnas to 8 ann.... The rate 01' interest for money lent on 
personal security varies from' 12 to 36 per cent. per annum. On the security of personal 
goods it averages' 12 per cent. and with a lien on crops 18 per cent. From 6 to 8 per cent. is 
considered a fair return for money invested on Ia.nd. . 

Aroot, South.-With a holding of 5 acres, the peasant is not so well off as a retail shop
keeper, making a net income of Rs. 8 a month. The mass of cultivators, however, hold less, 
and although the expenses of an ordinary cultivator with a wife and 3 children may be 
ca.loulatsd at qnly Rs. 8-0-0 to Rs. 4-8-0 per mensem, thE'Y are as a rule in debt. Twenty 
acres would be oonsidered a Ia.rge holding; less thau 1I acres reduces the cultivator to sband-to
mouth subsistence. Under the regulations in force, cultivable waste is being annually taken 
up for casuarin .. and cashewnut. Agrioultural and day-labouring males earn Annas ,2·8 to 
Annas 8-4 per day and females abont half as much. !Smiths, bricklayers, carpenters obtain' 
6 annas a day on the average. Sinoe 1850 wages have risen 50 per cent., in some o""es 75 
per cent. A oomparison of prices of food-grain. in tb .. years 1850-51, 1860-61 and 1870-71, 
-all average years, shows a generaL. rise in tbe ... cond decade with a full in the third decade. 
The district contains a large number of field labourers called pudyauls of. the Pariah caste, who 
receive payments in kind and are, as a rnle, farm hands engaged by the S8&8on, hut sometimes, 
permanently attached to the. estate. '[he mass of oultivators are tenants with rights of" 
occnpancy terminable at their own option. On private estates the cultivators, where not 
pndyauls, are tenants-at-will, paying rent to the intermediate landlord, sometimes in"oash but 
often in kind and liable to ejectment at the end of the se ... on. 'rhe ratss of interest vary from 
12 to 24 per cent. on the seourity of personal goods; from 6 to 9 per cent. on large transactions 
and from 12 to 18 per cent. on personal secnrity with a lien on a crop. 5 to 6 per oent. 
would be oonsid,.c! fair return for mon." invested on land. .. 

Boilary and A;"'nlaplI,.-Prioes have for many years been steadily 'rising, and, where 
money payments obtain, agricultural labourers and ordinary artisans now receive double and 
even treble the wages given before 18&0. The field labourers, however, are as a rule paid in 
kind and the rise csf prices bas not affected them. In other cases the cultivator cIa.ss has 
bene6 ted ; the ootton-growers notably, mallY of whom during the American war made consider
able fortunes. Rice during 1840-50 averaged 24 lb. for AUDas 8, between 1850-60 rose to 
20 lb., and pince 1860 has averaged 10 lb. for Annas 8; cholum during the same period rose 
from 58 to 38 and 28 lb. for Anl1l1oS 8 ,; and rag; from 62 to 46 and 25. 

Oanara, SOllth.,...The ruling retail prioes of food-grains, &0., in 1888-84 per gBil:ce of 9,600 
lb., were for best rice Rs. 400; paddy Rs. 148; gram Rs.237. 'fhe wages of day labourers 
have increased since 185(1, an ordinary male 'labourer being now pnid Annas 3 and a female 
Annas 2 a day instead of Annas 2 and Annas 1., respectively, in 1850. Smiths and bricklayers 
'who in tbat year obtained Annas 4 now get Annas 8 and carpenters now get Annas 8 who then got 
Annas 6. The Holey ... , answering to the Pariahs of Madr ... and the Ruban of Bombay, are a 
class who liv" by hire .... unskilled labonrers.They are paid in pa~dy or rioe, and their wages 
are subject to deductions on account of debts contracted to meet the expenses of marriage. In 
gathering the harvest and storing it np they are not paid so_much per day but receive -hoC tha 
crop; so also for preparing rice from paddy, they receive «I lb. of rice for preparing 84 lb. At 
the time of transplanting and reaping, females are Ia.rgely employed ",nd are generally 'Paid 
4. lb. of rice per day. Before the British rule the Holeyas were the slaves of the Wnrgdars 
'and even to this day they remain in a state of modified serfdom; but tha coffee estat ... are 
drawing large nnmbers from their original homes and labolU' market is being largely ruled bi 
the ordinary Ia.ws of snpply and demand.. ' 

God4oari.-In 30 years tha population haa doubled; and, thanks to the splendid system of 
navigable irrigation works, the agricultnre and commerce of the district are in a most pros
perous oondition. Great improvement has taken pIa.ce oJ Ia.te years in the qnality of the food-



ern" 
grains mised in the dist~ct owing to the ex~nsion of irri~tion ~y o8oals. A farm, 100. Berea 
iu extent, would be cOD81dered a large holding for an agrlcultunst, one of 30 acres a mIddle. 
sized one, and one of 5 ames a very'small one. Government tenants h .. ve· a permannnt right of 
occupancy so loug as they pay the Government assessment.' In zemindary estates, on the other I 
haud, the cultivators are mostly yearly ten .. nt.. A nnmber of landless labourers are employed 
in cultivation, paid sometimes in money and sometimes at a fixed mte in grain, but never by a 
regular .hare of the crop. Wages have more than doubled since 1850. A carpenter, smith or 
bricklayer now esrns Anna. 8·1 in towns and Annas 7·5 in villagE'S and an agricultural labourer 
3 .. nn..... Women employed in weeding and transplMIting are paid lit from one-half to two.thirds 
bf the mtes for men, while the children receive a lower rate. Paddy or nnhusked rice, which 
in 1850 was returned at R •• 2.1 per garoe (9,860 lb.), is now (1884) worth R~. 68 per garce. 

Kist/Ia.-The people of the district are generally poor, but an exception must be made in 
the case of the ryots of the delta, who are, as a rule, very well off. ThroughOllt the delta the 
houses are, as a rule, boilt with brick· walls and tiled or terraced roofs j in other parts they are 
of mud walls with terraced roofs. Rice is the food of all classes in the delta, but only the well. 
to.do people nse it in other partl! of the district. 'I'he total monthly expeuditure of a prosperous 
shopkeeper's family, consisting of 5 persons, wonld be about Rs. 14 and that of an ordinary 
peasant about Rs. 8. '1'he district .contains numerous wells. The daily wages of coolies and 
agricultural labourers in 1850 were from Anna 1 to Annas 2 ; in 1876 from Annas 1.3 to Annas 
4 and Annas 1·4, to Annas 3, respectively. Bricklayers and carpentsrs from Aunas 4 to Annas 
6 and Annas 5 to Annas 8 a day, respectively, while 16 years ago they e&tDed Annas 2.6 to 
Anuas 4 and Annas 2 to Anuas 4, respectively. In 1883-84 skilled Illbourers-average, Annas 
7, others, Annas 4. 

Mal';bar.-The peasantry of Malabar are no exception to the general rule, dividing this 
class into those wbo bOrI'ow &Jld into those who lend. The borrowers among the BOtual cuI tie 
vato .. are much more numerous than. the lenders, and borrowing, owing to certain charaoteristics 
in the prevailing tenure, is rapidly on the increase. The wages of artisans and labonrers have
been steadily increasing. Coolies, who in 1800 earned 1 anna and in 1850, 2 annas, earned in 
1876·77, 5 annas a day, and skilled workmen, whose wages in 1850 varied from 5 to 6 annas, 
earnea in 1876.77 from 8 to 10 annas. Agricultnrallabourers are always paid in kind at the 
daily rate of 5 lb. of rice for a man and 4 lb. f.or a woman. 

Tamjore.-Wages of agricultnrallahonr are almost invariably paid in grain. ,The ordinary 
rates are three·fourths of a merkal or 3'87 Ih. of paddy (giving about 2t lb. of clean rice) per 
diem for a trained labonrer, male or femal .. , and one-half merkal for inferior adnlt labourers; 
boys and girls receive half the rates. In towns, wages are paid in money, the ordinary d .. ily 

• Si rate for au adult male being Annas 4-4t\r in 
c. 1841-42 to Rs.1.13.0· in 1876-77, for children 

1 auna each. Skilled labourers, such as bricklayers, stone.masons, c .... penters and smitbs are 
paid according to the natnre of tbe work from 5 to 8 annas a day. The money wages in all 
these cases are generally twice as high as it was twenty-five years ago and in some cases tbe 
iucrease i8 still greater. Prices of all articles of food have risen in about the same ratio. The 
vill .. ge sales of paddy, the staple produce of the district, on which the original commutation 
rate for the assessment of irrigated land WaR calculated, show that tbe average price of the 
Tanjore kalam equal to 12 merkals or 62 lb. has varied from Annas 7 in 1850-51 to Rs. 1·7·0 
in 1875.76. Landless labourers constitute about one·half the adult male popnlation of the 
district and of these nearly two· thirds are eugaged in agriculture. They are chiefly Pullers and 
Pariabs who are permanently attached to tbe farms. The remainder are low-casts Sudras, 
who have immigrated from time to time from the Marava country lying hetween the Callver;y 
dolta and Cape Comorin. . 

Ooimbatore.-Agriculture ~ay.labou!'8.rs or coolies earn S annas per diem, womeu 2 annas 
aud children 1 ann... Blacksmiths, ,bricklayers, carpenters receive from Anuas 6 to Annas 14 
per diem. Since 1850 the rate of w .. ges for skilled labour h .... risen from 25 to 80 per cent. and 
prices of food have doubled. Rice which in 1850 was selling at Re. 1-8.0 per maund (80 lb.) 
now sells at Rs. 3; Molum formerly Annas 10-8 per maund now costs Re. 1.6.0; wheat once 
Rs. 1.8·0 per maund now sells at Rs. 3.4.0; salt has risen from Re. 2-1.8 per maund to RB. 
2·15·3 ; and country liquor (arrack) now sells from Re. 3.4·0 to Rs. 4.4-0 per gallon. 

Kumool.-The ryots, as a rille, cultivate their own lands. Owners of very I .. rge holdings 
snblet some of their lands and employ labourers on others. The wages of day labonrers and 
artisans are nsnally paid in kind. When paid iu cash, coolies receive from Annas 2·6 to 
Annas 3 a da;y j blacksmiths, briclilayers, carpenters Annas 4 to Annas 12, The average price 
of best rice in 1883·84 was Rs. 3·3.8 &Jld of cholum Rs. 1.4.1 per mannd of 80 lb. 

Nellol'8.-The average prices of produce per mannd (80 lb.) were rioe Rs. 3, inferior food
.grains Re. 1, indigo Rs. 149, cotton Rs. 15. The daily rates of wages are, skilled labour 
12 annas at Ongole and Kanigiri, 6 annas in most places, and 4 annas in some j for unskilled, 
Annas 6 at Atmakur, Annas 2·6 in most places and Annas 1·6 in some. 

Balem.-On a holding of 2 acres wet and S acrea of dry land the net profit would not 
probably exceed Rs. 60 per annnm or Rs. 5 a. month. The m89S of the peas.antry are in debt. 
The habit of indebtedness is so ingrained in their natqre that if they all started fair tomorrow, 
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50 per cent. would be in debt again iD a year. One man is held to be sufficient for the ordinary 
daily labour ou a. farm of 3 acres of wet or 6 acres of dry land, if assisted in the heavy work of 
planting, weedin!", reaping and tbresbing. His wages would be 480 measures of graiu per 
annum = Rs. 12.8.01'/'" an annnal money payment of Rs. 8, the wages ill the Ilorthem being 
lower than in the 80utbern taluks. Twenty.seven meaenres of seed are required for an acra-of 
wet and 6 measures for an sore of dry land. l'be highest Government we~ rate in the district is . 
Its. 14 per acre and the lowest is &. 11·9.0, exclusive of local cesses; the highest for d"y lands 
being Rs. 5 and the lowest Annas 4. Tbe customary rates of wages for unskilled labour are, 
for meD A.nnae 2; for women AnDas 1-6; for children, male or female, Pies 10. The Wodder 
or Navvy caste get twice ae much, but they do generally task work, by whioh tbey gain more 
than by daily wages, The wages of a working goldsmith vary witb the value of the materials, 
but may be taken on an average to be..A.nna.s 8 per diem. A blacksmitb gets Annas 8; a 
carpenter from Annas 8 to Annas 10; bricklayers from Annas 6 to Annas 10. During the 10 
years ending 1874, the prices at Salem town per garce or 9,360 lb. in February and March, 
when the ryota sell, averaged Rs. 103 for rice and R •. 115 for cholum or great millet. , 

1iRnev61Iy.-In 1883-84 tbe average ·rates of wages were for unskilled labonr in towns 
Annas 2-10 and in villages Ann!>9 2-4 a day. The price of rice in the same year wae Rs. 
3-12-11 per maund (80 lb.) and of cumbu, the staple food of the distric~ Rs. 1-9-;;1. 

T,.ichinopoly.-Agricultnral labourers are generally paid in grain. From 1881·82 to 
J 883-84 their money wages averaged Rs. 5·5-0 a month. The wages of common masons, 
carpenters and smitbs averaged Rs. 15·2-1" month.· The average price of second-sort rice 
during the 5 years eoding 1888·84 was 15'28 imperi .. l seers for 1 rupee; in 1879-80, 12·05; in 
1880-81,.14'84.; in 1881-82, 16'31; in 1882-88, 16'10; in 1883.84, 17'36 seers for 1 rupee. 
I:!imilarly tho price of cumbo (the staple food) in the 5 years ending 1873 varied from 15 to 48; 
in 1879 from H; to 23; in 1880 from 28 to 80; in 1881 from 24 to 84; in 1882 from 28 to 39 ; 
in 1883 from SO to 43 seers for 1 rupee. An imperial seer equals 2'2046 lb. 

Vi.qgaplam.-Prices of grain have risen very considerably dnring the last few yeers. 
The rate of wages has also risen, but not in the same propor~ion. 

J (l.)-OpinionB of certain gentkmen M tM pr ..... t economic ""ndition of tll. people a. 
compared witll tMin' pa.t """dition. . . 

(1) Nole bgO. Nogqjee Row, E.g., B.A.; Impector of Schools, Northern Di""ion. 

People who talk of the poverty of India do so in a very vague way. The· oountryis poorer 
than it was 30 years "go; it is poorer than England, France or Germany ; it is not so rich as it 
might he under more favorable oonditions-are three diatinot propositions haviog no necessary 
conneotion with each other, but newspaper writers and .others who write about the poverty of our 

. country now mean one thing and now another, and do not, I fear, carefully distinguish between 
these different propositions. 

One may admit the two latter propositions withont admitting the truth of the first, but even 
with regard to the proposition that India is poorer tha.n most European oountries, I wish to state 
that drawing inferences from the production or va.lue of produotion per head of population is 
not quite safe. 1.'he neoessities of the people of different countries, tbe olimatio conditions under 
"Whic,h tbey live, the .ort. a! house accommodation, ~nd t4e kind :,"n~ qu~ntity of food, fto., they 
reqmre for comfortable livmg, should also be taken mto account m Judgmg of the relat,vericheR 
of different communities, and if these things and the distribution of wealth among the varions 
olaesea are considered, 1 doubt very much whetber the bulk of the Indian po,Pnlation is very 
badly off compared with the bulk of the English people .• Dr. Dhanakoti Raj u, who has just 
retumed ftom Europe. is of opiuion that tbe condition of the lower olasses in India is really 
much better than that of corresponding classss in England. 

With regard to the propo.ition that India might be rioher than it is, I must say it might 
be. If the cost of administration were less, home manufootures Were encouraged, and Ollr 
inteT8!'ts w~re not .o.crificed, as they.sometimes are, to English interests, the r-eople.more euergetio, 
more mtelhgent and more enterprlsmg, the country would he very much wealthier than it is at 
present. . 

About the first proposition I oan only give my general impreFsions and what appell1' to me 
to he reasonable deduotions from well-known facts. I &hall at first consider tbe condition of the 
land-owning classes. It is admitted that Govemment had the greatest diffioultyformerly in 
colleoting revenue and in inducing people to keep lands under onItivatjon. Tbe reason was th"t 
l'rioes were so low that the ,r,yots found the greatest diffioulty in realizing by the asle of the 
surplus produce of their lands suffioient to meet tbe Govemment or Zemindar's demand. Tbe 
land aIeo coDsequently had little or no value. Now, no suob difficulty j. e"pedenced, every moh 
of good land is under cultivation and the price of produce and· land, I am informed, bas quadrupled 
itself during the last 30 yean. The opening out of the country by means of roails. railways an<l 
oanals and steamer communications have brought the market. of the world, within tb. reach of 
the Indian ryot, and he has no difficulty in disposing of the produce of the land whiob remaiu ovpr 
anoJ above his rl!quirements. Assuming that the ryots of the prese~t d~y are not more extravagant 
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than their fathers, and admitting that every year they grow more tI.an they require for their 
oonsnmption, it f"llows, as a matter of oourse, that tbey should be richer now than tbey were 
40 years ago. Spcurity of property is one of the inducements to lay by money, &0. When an 
individual or a oommunity gets richer, there is generally poroeptible a rise in the standard of their 
living, and this is noticeable everywhere among the agricultural cla.sea, but notably in tbe Goda
vari and Kistna, which are exceptionally favored. An intelligent friend, who remembers the state 
of t.hinga 40 ye~ ago, states that,. while then ryo~ liv?d ~ poor mud huts, had nothing better than 
earthen pots, no lew?ls and no furUlture, they now hve 10 bled hou~es, wear ~e~ter'and mot;" olothing, 
have a number of SlIver and gold ornaments, and even some furn.ture. Th18, he asys, 18 a certain 
proof of some weal.th. The stap~e lo.od of the people is now rice, wher~BB it was formerly rag; or 
cholum; anotherBlgn of prospenty 18 that the better class of ryots, msteod of ",,!ling produce 
immedistely after harvest to pay Government and other demands. generally ato,"" it up, and sell it 
when prices go up. 'I'hey have credit, too, now; and find no difficulty in raising loans when they 
I wish to do so. With them a,,"";'cuiturallahorers, especially in th"". parts (I hear'Tanjore is an 
lexoel'tiCln) have prospered. They get plenty of WOlk in the cultivating season; and in the dry 
weatner in execnting the neces.oary repairs to, and clearance of, the numerous irrigati<.n and 
navigation channels in the district. The prosperity of the agrioultural oommunity implies also the 
prosperity of the trading community. Against this, however, is to be set the pressure which the 
landless and old manuf!>Cturing olasses are feeling. The ooI!dition of the weavers is everywhere . 
lamentable. 'I'heir ooenpatiom is gone; and' they havil not had time enough to rceonnile 
themselves to their neW lot and to adapt themselves to chang<>d circumstances. The extinction 
of native manufactures means, I snppose. the 1088 of so muph wealth to the community and 
sWl'ering to the manufaoturing olasses; but the net result of British administration up to DOW 
has been an increase, and Dot a decrease of national wealth. This is the impreBBioD of most 
people whom I have consulted. I have no figures at hand to establish this. 

It. is true the coat of administration has considerably increased of late, the public debt has 
swelled, "nd the fall in the valne of the rupee i8 ~ telling heavily on oor finances; making allow
aDl'9Sfor these and the increase in ta~ation they imply, the country, owing to the seeIDity it 
enjoy. and the facilities a1l'orded for transport of produce and goode, is very much bettcr 011 than 
in 1850. . 

'rhe increase in the area of land under tillage, the starting and suCOPssful working of 
spinnin!!" and weaving mills, and the discovery of coal in several parts of the country, are all 
factors.n the question. 

(2) Not. b, 8. &.hai!lar, Esq., B.A:, ProfeBBor, Go~.rnmenl Colkg., Kumbak6nom. 

I examined some bundles of old accounts in the possession of some of the merchants of this 
town. The information to be gathered from them is not as s"tisfaotory as ODe could wish it 
were. Still there does not appear to be any doubt about oertain broad fllcts. . 

lat.-Brass and eopper vessels are much oheaper now than they were betwet'n 30 and 
40 years ago. The averag" price of bra.s wrought into vessels, such as ,s .. u,wrllfl'u, and 
is/i,,.trOllU,, &c. was 8 annas a scer, or, in other words, 7 seers for a pagoda, where ... DOW it is 11 
or 12 seers, and 4 yeaTS ago before the Paris Syndioste raised by compact the price of copper it 
sold at 14 seers the pagoda. Copper wa8likewi.e dearer in the asme ratio. Houghly it may be 
asid that the prioe of braSB and copper veSBels has cheapened by between 30 and 40 per cent •. 
'Ibis is due, of oourse, to the enormons imporiation of metsllic sheets from Europe. l<'ormerly 
they had to make brass here. It is a mixture of copper and tin. And there is the notion that 
brass pots and other vessel. of those days were purer in quality and more durable. Everywhere, 
even in villages, and amoDg the lower classes of -the population, the journeymen laborers 
included, brass pots, plates and bronze oups have taken and are taking the place of the earthen 
vessels. Even .for oooking purposes they use the metallic vessels. 

2nd.-AB regards olothing, there is DO doubt that Manchester goods are steodiJy driving out 
of the market the home-woven cloths, and this because of the great cheapness of the former. It is 
diffimut to compare the prices of these days with those that obtained thirty years "go. Still, 
roughly, it may be estimated that olothe of nearly the same quality are cheaper by 40 per cent. 
Then a ten, aix, as it is called" O,s"flJJ;jj and .6jo.S8Jfi1.jjJTu" of rough kind could not be had for 
le88 than Re. 1-12-0; 8 yards of jaoonet will do for it, and yon oen get it at annas 2 and pies 3 
a yard, i .•.• RB. 1-2-0 the whole. Country·.pun oloths are d"arer than Manchester manufactures 
or those of Bombay mills; but even for them the yarn is all English. In towns, at all events, 
80 per cent. of the male population buy Manchester clotha. Th.. higher classes of females in 
this part of the oountry wear country manufactures of the IIilk and oolored kind. Comparison 
of priCt'S here seems almoot hopeless; fashion has ohanged so enormously dIDing these 30 or 
40 years. Looking into a large bundle of sales of cloths, I find that female cloths, 99 per oent. 
of them, varied in price between R .. 3 and 7. Thtl!8 clotha have been substituted by others whose 
average price may be put down at least at Rs. 10. These, of conrse, are much prettier in 
appearance, and contain far more of silk. I am . not prepared to asy that cloths of the same 
quality would be cheaper now than in those days. What of cheapne8S in the material used may 
be made np by the increased rates of wages, but one thing is certain that the better clas .... 
wear clothing DoW nearly three times 8,B costly as those worn by their grandmothers. This 
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fact may in iteelf be worth noting. The lowe .... cl .... e .. inoluding the working clll8S<lll-by fqu;no 
I don't mean lower by caste, but chiefly by wealth -are muoh more decently clothed than they ever 
w~ •. For ~. 1-12-0 or Hs. :.! they get a female cloth, of cotton entirely-the work of Bombay 
IJUIIs or English; they get a cloth of the same pattern 88 the Q5trlT/6tr(j,) oloth. Within my own 
knowledge in thie town, u., dnring the laet 20 years, the dress of the lower classes haa vaatly 
improved; and thie improvement is more than half of it due to oheapness of olothing. 

And j nst a few words on the eoononrlo qnestion you are busy with. I have no idea of the. 
I'C!!Ults you. have arrived at, or even of the exact lines on which you. have been working. Still I 
sha~ vent'?-'"" to ~y a few word. althongh I know that the question has to be looked at from 
vanous pomts of new. 

I have a pretty vivid recollection of how things were in South Arcot and in this distriot 
35 years ago when a boy. I had 0p1>ortunities of travelling through South Areot anel 
Tanjore. I have travolled, too, over the same parts of the country recently. In the villages, 
substantial brick-built houses have now taken the p1soe of thatched houees of old; brass and 
eopper veseel .. as also of bronze and tin, are need where earthen and wooden veseels were med ; 
clothing is decidedly better, far more elegant and costly; .. nd five-times at least more of gold
and silver jewellery than in former day.. I am not prepared to say that everywhere in the 
oountry it is so. But it is so in mo.t places 1 have visited. Whether people are more wealthy or 
not, there is far more display of wealth now than there was in days when I was a boy of. ten. 
And almost every intelligent elderly man I have convereed with baa told me the same aa hie 
obeervation. Another oignifi~'8nt fRot is the rise in the prioe of land in this district 88 eleewh .. re.( 
Forty years ago a relation of mine who owned lands near Karikal, sold 15 velies or 100 acres of 
land for R.. 2,090, and the SBme would sell now at Rs. 20,000, i.e., ten-fold. Confining 
oUTSelve. to the last 50 years ouly, I am not inolined to believe in the cry of inoreaaing1'Overly 
of tho oonntry. .Beyond a .hadow of doubt, people are now better fed, better clothed and better 
housed. Whether the oounb'y might not be far rioher, were it not for this or that, is another 
question which it is neeiless to enter into. But at the 88me time I may mention. there 
are certain vicps whi.h are r"pidly developing and whioh need arresting-1st, falsshood, 2nd 
drunkenness, 3rd_ want of thrift. 'l'hese vices are not confined to towns, but are on the inoreaae 
in villages also. On the bearing of these on the future ecouomy of the country it is naeless fo~ 
me to dwell on. 

(3) Cha.uCl' ill ilodara,.i Di&lrkt .ince IIu! con~trl/Cli ... of A/licuf.-Noled 6y S. Natlusmunni 
Mudl.llillr, E.g., Pm.i.ned TaJv.ilJar, Ooda,.IJri Distlicl. 

'l'he construotion of the aniont across the Godavari is • great boon to this part of the country._ 
This mighty work W88 commenced in 1846 and completed in abont 1850. I'revion. to its con
strnction, the district dependerl on rain and rain-fed tanks and the fitfalsnpply of water from the 
river. P ... ldy W88 not so plentifal •• now. The cultivation of paddy varied with the diver
sity of the season. In years of drought, famine waa the inevitable lot of the people and both 
men and cattle suffered. Since its construction, the district is iuterseoted with canals, usefal not 
only for purposss of agrioulture. but.leo for navigation. There ara two main oanals in the 
'Vestern delta-the Ellore and Narsapnr ca.nals. In the Contral delta, there is one-the 
Amalspore canal. . In the Eastern, there are fi va-the Samolcottah, Cooanada, Coringa, Munda.
peta and Bank canal.. There is also .. Baw. OBnal in each of the other deltaa. All these are 
navigable, and from theBe prooeeds a number (If irrigatiun channels and_paddy transplantation 
bas immensely increased_ Sugar plantation, whioh was rare in this district, is now tq be seen 
almoot everywhere. The extent of cultivation is BOles 794,829 aa given in the jamabandi report 
for fasli 1297 (1887-88). 

2. '\<'or the transport of prodnce thus plentifully raised, th ... e is considerable facility afforded 
by the introduotion (Ii canals, and this has resulted in the increase of price of every artiole. 
In 1854, when tho Western oanals were only in progress, and I first weni; to Nlil'Mpnr, the price 
of paddy on that side waa only Rs. 6 or 8 for a putty of 200 kunchams (533 Madras measures 
or tit! marakals). Now it is Re. 20 and it sometimes rises to Re. 24. In the famine of 1876 
and Us77, the price rose to Rs. 50, there havine- arisen a great demand for it from different 
parts of the country. 'l'he introdnotion of coaalmg .teameI"!'_ in addition to navigable oana\s 
afforded easy paasage for transhipment of ~ods. The-wealthIer classes were much benefited and 
the conditi<>n of iyots W88 80 muoh improved hy the general high prices that instead of being ill; 
the hands of sow~ars, they were sowcars themselves. Even now, the majority of them are not 
in their hands. They have enough to pay for .Government dues. 'l'he rich ryot. lend money I 
largely on inam lands, taking them on long leases. 'l'he inamdars in general heing poor 
Brahmins, are not oapable of cultivating tbe lands themselves, while the ryots have means· 
enough for carrying on .l<tensive oultivation. They have enough of cattle, plonghs and 
laborers. The f.mine of -187 a -and 1877 brought in a ounsiderable nwnber of poor peol>le 
froUl the neighbouring districts of Vizagllpatam and Go.njam, who fouud employment here 
in various ways. They engaged themselves aa field laborers, QO<Jlies, palanquin bearers alld 
domestic servlLnts. This rendered labor cheap. Most of them have remainerl here porma.
nently, and lOme are 10 far improved in their condition 88 to heoomefarmers t)le/Deelves . .. 
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8. Besides the s~aple artiole of paddy, there are other orops, such AS gingelly and ragi, which 
bke oIin8.l water when timely rains mil. Chilli •• , turmeric, onion. and garlic also take oonal 
Wiitei' and 1i.re.chB.rged ail wet crop. Tohacco ie another article whioh i.lnrgely r";.ed in theee parts. 
The Bile8t tobacoo i. from the Lanka. (islo.nds) in th .. river. 'l'his is exported to Moufwein 
a.rid Other ~laoes. The Lanks. are sold by auction for 3 or I) years for considerable .ums. 
They are so Bold periodicslly because of the baneful or benefioial effeots of inundation almost 
eVery year. Some are swept away, while others are enlarged and enriohed by accretions and 
nch deposit of alluvial soil. 

4; The vast increase in agriculture by irri~ation has very materially improved the oondition 
o1rl.ots ..• They have learnt to build substant1.1 and fashionable h~nses an~ urstair bui~dillgs 
unlike theu form~r thatched and al6yenly ones. . T.here ~~s been cons1derable 1mp' ?v."nent In the 
manufacture of Jaggery. Iron inill. for extractIng JUlOe from sugar.cane are 1U general use 
now in the place of wooden ones, whioh are not so effeotive in getting out all the juioo. 
There hail not been any improvement in the implements of tilling. The plonghs of old are still 
in use, which do not furrow the land deep. Some years baok, the Swedish plongh wa. bronght 
into this distriotand several experiments were made, but this was found too heavy for the ordinary 
bnllooks here and the attempt to introduoe it failed. Even thericherryots fOUud no nse with it, 
for the land here requires no great tilling; it is flooded with oanal water for .ome time before 
tilling and the land easily turned up and transplanted. A secund orop i. also raised, bnt it i. 
of inferior quality. It is only of 3 month.' growth from February to April and i. ohiefly used by 
the laboring olasse.. The land ha. become very valuable. An aore of land solis from Rs. 100 
to Rs. 300, and the inam. from Hs 200 to ns. 500. 
.". Prior to an.· ient,. the joint-rent system was in nse. Eanh village w.as rented out jointly fo I 
the ryots of the village, and the leading men and men of substance were held responsible for the 
payment of Go'l'lIl'llment dnes. On 8.O()0nnt of paucity of prodnce owing to failure-·of rain, the 
Am"~!l4 as the leasing out. wA. oa.lled, ""I@A woVAE of very PaS!!t dif!i~'iliY. Nobo~y used to 
oometrwarJ to take up the ¥lllage or a portIon of 1t, and tIle '&6s:1<1ars used to foroe 1t on somo 
men o£Substance. It was really a paiuful sight. Now, the land has acquired so mnch value by 
irrigation that almost every' inoh of land is taken np and the Government duos easily paid. 
l'here is great eoml'etition among ryots to seoure a right to the land. They come forward with 
darkhasts even at the end of the fasli, offering to pay the assessment for the whole year, though 
they oould derive no benefit in that yeM. l'he Tenting system has entirely dieappeared except inl 
the hill tract., and the ryotwari has taken its place. By this system, eaoh ryot deals direotly 
with the Government and reaps all the benefit of his labor. He oommand. more respeot now, 
enjoys more comforts, weare better olothes and lives in a more oomfortable way. 

I 6. In tho hill tracts, the joint-rent s'[stem is in use, but the villages are given away for a. 
fi 1[e~ snm and not rented out for a term 0 years as was the case before the disturbsnce of 1879. 
Theoondition of the people in these parts is also much improved. 'l'he rioting of 1879 oompe]led 
the Government to olear the jungles and lay roads. The communication to the hill tract. "being 
'lIere easy now, the hillmen have eome more in contact with the people in the plains and learn t. 
the ieal valne of things which they used to dispose of at a very cheap rate in their own plaoes or 
in the periodical markets on the outskirts near the plain.. Tamarind, myrobolams, soapnnts, 
hill.oranges, timber, honey and wax are the chief produets of theee parts. The price of these 
articles has rieen eonsiderably, and the hillmen are in a. much better condition than beforo. 
Paddy is also in use in these parts, the clearance of jnngles and oolllmuuication by roads having 
rendered eart traffio easy. The f<iod in general nee hore is .0hieHy paste from tamarind seeds, 
mango~ and totl<iy from jiluga trees; whioh yield toddy abundantly. Jonna ie also in use in 
some paits. Transplantation of paddy is carried on under tank. in some places, the people 
having learnt it from those in the plains. Survey and settlement are .. Iso begun to be made. 
This will gradna.lly lind its way into the more interior and the people will become more settled_ 
Their edncation is also attended to now. Looa! Fund schools are established in certain localities 
and th~ ia alsO a SnP.erintendent of llill schools. 

, 7. The Locsl Fund Act hail greatly added to the convenienoe of the peopleeverywhere~ 
Roads have mnltiplied ; the indigenons schools considerably improved and their number inoroosed ; 
eanitation ·attended to; tanks and wells dug even in remote places. The number of village 
sChools haa so considerably increased that there are now four Depnty Inspectors (Snb-Assistants) 
and one Al!8istant Inspector for the whole district in the plaoo of one Depnty Inspector some T 
or 8 yam ago. There is besides an Inspecting Schoo1master for each talak. The Sub-Assist
ant Inepectors are stationed, one at N"",,,pnr, auother at Ellore, a thlrd at Rajallmundry and a 
fourth at Oooanada. l'he distriot is considerably in advance in this respect also. 

8. The improvement in all directions which has been the sonrce of happin ... to the people 
has also been the sonroe of great litigation. Mnch of people'. money goes to swell the revenne of 
oivil oourts aud to lill the pleaders' puree. People are mOre reckl .. s in their proooedings and 
squander away their money, oaring only to win their canse, good or be.~. The conntry is in every 
my in a proeperonB condition and it 1. qnite unlike what it Was prior to the construction of the 
aniout. S~ Arthur (Jotton, to whose genin. thi. gigantio work owes its existence, seems to 
have estimated the land revenue of the district at 22 lakhs and expected to realize IJO or flO 
lakhs when the whole projeot was oomplete, a8 will be seen from tlie Manual of the district. 
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Now, from ,the Jamabandi report for fasIi 12:)7, the land revenue app3ars tabe 38 'lakhs and 
, 0 Ildd; Other 008889, peillhoush from zemindari estates, quit-reat on inam and inam viUagee. 

come up to 14 lakhs and odd. Salt, abkari, opium, ferry fnud and inoome-t,8lt I!mount to 
upwards 01 6 lakhs. The grand total of the revenue of the dilItrict fJ'Om all sourees reaehea 
n1larly that, amoul)t whioh the great benefaotor, tlir Arthur Ootton, roughly estimated lOme 40 
years ago. The preeentprojeot of l..ord Conl)em&ra of oonneoting thU! part of tne country with 
¥adras oy means of railroads will still more develope the resouroes of the oountry and seonre 
that felicity t{) the ill-favored aborigines of aanjam and Vizagapatam dilItriots which their 
sonthern fell'ow-beings invariably enjoy. • 

9. The only class that seems to have suffered i. the weaVllr class. Clotha of diffmmt 
descriptions are being imported from foreign 'countries, and as they are cheaper being machine 
made. the demand for country oLoths is muoh lessened. Only ooarser cloth. are now woven here. 
The fin.r sort. of Uppada ILre also, not in so much use.' Calcutta cloths find a more readv sale. . " 

(4) Note bV K. S.bbaral/adll, Esq., Dep"tv (Jollector, .BellarV Diatrict. 

I have finished the jamabandi of the division by the end of June last and my examination 
of eootionJ of the famine analysis village regieten has BIso been nearly completed. The 
reenlt of the enquiries made by me is that, as oompared with their state <10 or 4j) years back, hoth 
the agrio1h4ral and tmdingclasses seem to have II)ade an advanoe,·and not retrogreosion, on the 
whole. Many an old ryot has i!lformed me that 40 or 60 years back there was muoh more 
jungle and waste about thill part of the country than ill the case now, andthay attribute the . 
gi-adual spread of oultivation to gradual increase in popuLatiou. Of course, this part of the 
country caJlllot be said to be ",densely-populated one evellnow, bnt there seems no ,,"oabt what
ever that th~' popUlation has been. steadily increasing. year ·after ye~; and h. ut. for the su4dell 
and terrib~e check it reoeived during tbe famin~ aJ 1876-78, when a good propqrtion of the then 
existing popUlation died, there i8 no doubt that the present population of tlii. part of the country 
would have been mnch more than what it now is. ,. , , . 
: Many of the. old people I have talked to 01) the subjeot.hav!l expr888i!d an opWonthat" 
although the exteDt under oceupation is .. groWI.·ng with tbe popnla. ation, the lands have:not beeJl· 
yielding as much nOW as they used to do some 4Q or 6U year. hack; and, wheu questioned as to 
what conld be the reaBOIl for the reduction in the yielding power of land, they explain that when 
thay were young they obeerved thattbe agricultural olaaeea were COI)Btantly o\laJ)ging their hold_ 
inge at intervals of 2 or 8 years, giving up old lands and taking up new 0ll6I!, as there Were. then 
immense extents of jungle and waste aV&llable all round, whereas they cannot and would not d.o 
it DOW; eo th"t there is more perm"nency "bont holdinge llOW thau 40 or 110 years ago. 
The ahove explanation given by the ryota for reduction in the yielding power of laud seern~ 
quite reasonable, 8S the same piece of land' if oultivated year '!fter year without intermiI8ion 
llIUlD.ot naturally be expected to yield 8B milch ai if left waste fe»: an interval or as a piece ot 
virgin soil. 

People eay that another main feature of change now apparent is that, whereas about 40 or 
50 years ago there· used· to be 'only a few importallt ryot. aud SOWC8l"ll scattered here and there 
in viUagee and talub, each having at times a number of families depeoding upon him as 80. 

many parasites, the present aspect is. that welill.th a.nd imports.nce are more generally distributed' 
over the pa.rt of the oountry. thns showing that all olaaeea are now enjoying more independence 
than before, and that the sWeet. of,liherty have been tasted even by the lowest. orders. Even in 
other reepeots, the people on the whole'seem tooo enjoying more material comforte than in days 
past. 'l'be introdn~ion of the maohine-made good. into the market, although it has more or less 
interfered with. some ·of the native industries such as ,weaving, &0., "has no doubt done the ma8ses 
v.nd the publio at large a world of good by placing cheap and ready-m,..te ~ .. Itnost at their' 
doors. 'rhe fact, moreover, that, unlike in former days, people now dare to enjoy any wealth they 

t pO!8ess mQre freely and openly, also bears testilllony to the fact th~t there is now more peace' 
previWing ahout the country than in the old days when. some people say. people would not 
dare to wear even the jewele they poesosa or build big and oomfortable houses to live in, for fear of 
robben and daooits. "It seeme al80 quite a fact that the bulk of the peoples' wealth-both cash 
an~ jewels.,- nsed to be nuder ground in formEor days and not in current use as now, and the fact 
that we are still comiog &.o\"OS8 instancee of hidden treaaure and valuables here Slid the~e all Over 
the province goes to show that in tillles past people thonght their safes oonld only be under 
ground and never ahove it. ' 

The opening of the railways and telegraph linea a.nd postal communioation. have also been 
, a SOUrce of great relief and alleviation t') the people in' eevela1 ways. . . 

As regarde the condition of an average ryot· in this part of the country, my own e;q>erien08 
and im'preeei.on is that, providMthe country is not visit!)d with auything!ike a severe drought 
or fan:nne nscewtating the grant of dry remissions, he gets on tolElrably }Vell without any kind 
of dilItress, .living easily froID hand to mouth. And had it nQt ~ for the heavy expenses they 
have to incur now and then in connection with marriage ceremonies occ~ring in their families. 
there .is'no doul>t.the condition of the average ryota in thU! part.of ,the oolUltry would MY!! 00en." 
much better. Many an old ryot has told me thatOcoasj.onal,tn~!ageB. oooorring in a ryot's 
family from time to time have been draining away from his pooket·more than anything._. 
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and that, howeve! miserly and eonnomical aa average ryot may be at other times, he will be 
obligAd to Epend some hundreds of rupe ..... never less than two, aa I am given to undeJ'8t .. nd, -
for a daughter or a son's marriage. They say the figure generally ranges from Ra. 20U 10 
Rs. 500 in the case of an ordillary ryot. It appears that these rosily marriag~s ~erally 
ll8C8ssitate borrowing, and the ryot. though with much 1"t!luctance. is obliged to go and open an 
accouut with the ever-safe sowcar on account of these marriages. Debts inourred by ryots from 
80woar8 are oftener conditione,l to be liquidated in ki"d by annual. in.talmenls. and the rates of 
prioes fixed on the produce supplied by hini being at times even lower and oheaper than what 
are co1l9quially fermed r€>q.I>"" or the harvest S88son rates, the ryot necessarily 108es a 
good dealin this direction also in the long run. As he is dunned by the sowesr for the payment 
of the inetal.ment due at the harvest season, the ryot oannot t.hink of laying by any exoeBS 
quantities of grain. &c., produced on his lands until he finds high prices ruling in the market. 
so that the fruit of the ryot's labor is in several instances really enjoyed more by the sitting 
sowcar than by the plodding ryot. It is thus that ryots generally 6.nd themselves entangled in 
the sowcar's hauds; and once a ryot is so entangled. it seems really a very difficult matter for 
him to get out again. The account once opened generally continues to run on. and occasional. 
unfavourable seasons and slight droughts, which seem to be more common in the Ceded Districts 
than elsewhere. tend to contribute to the permanency of the connection formed by the ryot with 
the sowcar so that the sowll&r seems to have become a neoessary evil with the average ryot. . . 

As I have already stated before. the ryot cl8S8 people have no doubt made an advance on 
the whole and not retrogression. and enjoy more material. comforts now than before. but there 
seems to be Ii change in only one point. whioh they do not leem to relish at all. I mean the 
*everity of the forest law. whioh they seem to oomplain has ourtailed many a conoession they 
were enjoying before in that direotion. In faot. they had no restllBint whatev~ in that direotion 
in times past either under g~azing or under fuel or timber. The ryot olass people. however. do 
not seem to understand the ultimate good that the forest law is intended or expected to do to 
the country. . 

Now,.as regards the trading classes, there does not. to my mind. seem the least doubt that, 
as compared willi times past, they have grown both in quantity and quality. 1.'he method of 
business that a 80wcar or merchant adopts in theiO rural. parts seemB to me to be suoh that, once 
starting iu business. he hardly experienoes a failure. They generally undertake to deal in 
different thin~, and what little they rarely lose in one is generally more than oounterbalanced 
by their gain in others. They are. moreover, a proverhially economical and simple o)ass of people 
ill these parts, 'and are. generally unknown to luxuries of any kind. Traders. unlike the 
agriculturaJ. classes, are, furthermore. people who gain throughout aJ.lseasons. They have not 
~hat distinction between a good and a bad season whioh a ryot has, and, in fact. ;. bad season or 
a regular famine does a trader more good than a favourable one. The enolosed memorandum, 
containing statistics as far aa available. as regards income to the Ad6ui Municipality from 
professional tal< and toll. as also the number of ootton bales pre.sed in the three oolton preases here, 
would also show that, exoepting bad seasons, trade here haa been on the increase On the whole. 

As regards recovery (If this part of the country from the effects of the famine of 1876-78, 
my humble opinion is that it haa very nearly recovered. Compared with the extent of Govern
ment assessed land nnder ocoupation before the last famine of 1876-78, similar extent now under 
occupation in this division ooneisting of the A 16ni and AIm taluka is about 28.500 acres less. 
But of this differenoe as muoh aa nearly 19.00U acres is already under "Sivaijama.. or 
unauthorized cultivation, and there seems no doubt whatever that that, as well as even the still out. 
standing difference, will come under permanent holding before long. In tbis oonnection it is also 
to be remembered that some extents of assessed land under occupation previous to the famine of 
1876-78 have since been included in the forest reserves formed, and that some. of the lands 80 
included are 8uch as would have already been under occupation had they Dot been 80 included 
in reserves. . 

• Re4uatimi due to 1Om8,liDouilt ha"ms been lett uueollectea at the aloee of the year which, however, it iDeluded iQ 
~ IIgw.e for 1889.90. 
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8/fJ/tment sAo,ting nu".b~l· 01 ba/u prt88ed at t6. Cotton Pre .... in .Adon;. _ 

NumbsI' prePled Num bltl' preaaed 
at tbe two Ereues at all the three 

Year. of MtI8Sl'8. )'lIl81 preesel including Remark •. &nd 00. and the preas of 
Sab&pathy M 11' 1I888J'8. Framjee 

daliar and Co. and Co. 

1881 .. .. .. 10,263 3rd l"I..ompanyt. 
not available. 

1882 .. .. .. 17,606 -Do. 
1883 .. .. 16,838 Do. 
188' .. .. . 14:,863 20,964-.. 
1886 .. .. ... 4,268 6,l'46 PutiC1llarly bad aeaaon. 

• 1886 .. .. .. 17,202 20.667 
1887 .. .. .. 18,982 22.090 
1888 .. .. .. 16,486 18,899 I Up to 80th July 1890. 
1889 .. .. .. 26,832 38,096 
1890 .. .. .. 13,309 17.136 

H.B.-no pri .. of. p_ bale of ootton ranges betwoen Ra. 80 and Ro. 90. 

(5) Not. hJ.A. 8abapat"l1 Nuda/iar, E'g., Bel/arll. 

The condition of the agrioultural population two or three years before the famine waa the 
best that waa ever known owing to the high ~rioes of ootton whioh ruled during the Amerioan 
war. But after the famine, with a few exoeptions, they (people) were redueedalmost to beggary •. 
During the paa~ 4 or 5 years they have been gradually reoovering their lost position. 

Dry land waa t\len sold at Rs. 50 to 100 per aore j now the priee of wet land is Re. 30 to 40 
for lends irrigated by the Hagari, and R •. 100 to 150 for lands UTigated by the Tunga.bhadm. 

This year (\890) the cotton. and cholum crop. having be>!ln exceptionaJIy favourable and thlf 
cottou orop. having ripened simultaneously in almost every pleee, the laboring ol .... e. have 
benefited tbereby to an enormous extent. The wage. which were paid were three time. as high as 
those ordinarily paid. This was tbe only year in whioh it was known tb .. t the laborer. were not· 
found to be enough in number to cope with tbe work. The exten.ion of oultivation and the 
railways running through the district ha.ve enhanoed wages oent. per cent. as oompared with 
ordinary time. b.fore the current year. Wage. are low aa compared with what they were before 
the fami",. 

The oondition of the agrioultural olesses as a whole haa not generaUy improved in tbe same' 
way aa that of laboring clesse. owiug to defioient rainfall in the Bellery distriut, whioh is due to 
the denudation of forests; with the exeeption of the agriouUural "las.es, the commercial and 
artiSAn olass911 are better oJf than they were before. The agrioultural olesse. have to· pay 
higher wag911 to coolies. 

The incre88e iu the number of cotton preBBes and mills in the surrounding distriots has· 
been the DBuse of giving technical knowledge to lots of mal911 and female., who are able to e&l-n. 
exeeptionally high wages, i .•.• 10 to 15 rupee. per mau per month and 6 to 10 rupees per w01nIIDt 
who do work on the piece.work .y.tem. The position of the artisan olass is also very muoh 
improved, .uoh aa masons, stone-dr<> .. ers. DBrpenter. and blaoksmith., who are required in large 
number to meet t1!-e demand from the faotories and the railways. In their DB .. also the wages 
have gone np quite 511 per oent., if not more. The ordinary wages for masons, oarpenter. and 
blaoksmiths used to be 8 ann •• , but it is now over 12 annas according to capaoity and. 
'1 ualification •. 

The prosrerity of the people in general is shown -by the large demand there i. for both 
imported a"d locally-manufaotured good.. The .tarting of the mills in India has been the cause 
.. f oheajlel.ing the- prioes 'Of pieoe.goods and yarn .by at least 30 per oent.·as comp ...... d with what 
it was about 10 years ago. 

Imported oloth goods now chielly consist of the muir varieties, not the ooarser Ioind generall, 
UlIed by the people. -

'1'he weaving industry is going down. The higher ole88e. use the flner varieties of imported 
eloth, and the lower olaases prefer looally-manufaotured mill cloth. . 

In the. Bellery Spinning and W ea~ing Mill. there are 100 looms, bllt only 50 are being now 
.. orked. In course of time the wbole number will be utilli:ed. The whole number will produoe 
tin an aver8~e 1,000 lb. of manufactured oloth every day. The producti'ln of yarn will b. about 
j1.()OO lb. dad'y. of whie.h 1.OO.~ lb. will be made intoolotb, ii aIJ. the looms, ""'. worked. . 
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p,.irea. 
- -

- \ o.r .... the recent I Ten1 .... ago./ Twenty yeal'l 
rise in exchange. ago. 

u .... P. 88. A.. P. P. A. P. 
Cloth for malee, better 4 I 0 a I~ 0 3 8 0 

aorta· 
Cloth for malf'l8, ooarse 0 9 0 0 7 0 O' 8 0 
Oungary cloth • • • . I 13 0 I 4 0 I 2 0 
Cloth for females, coarse, 2" 2 0 I 12 0- 1-10 U 

eolored. 
, Brass and copper veeaels • to 41 anuas. 6tan .... 7 annao. 

per leer of 21 to1ae. 
Iron, r.r 20 mAWlds or 17 to 17t.,ru- .. About 20 yean 

• 00 I • up to e year . -ago, S6 rupees. 
belare I&lt. 
For 11 months 
last year, 23 to 

- 30mr:' 
Glasaware . . .. From to i of .. . . =rot it was 

ore • 

. 

(a) Note 011 R. Subbramania .A.iIlBr, Esq., B . .A.., Diatrict Regiafl"lJr, Tin""".lIg. 

- Oha"ge. in tt.e flalue olland.~There is no rendy and easy means of tracing out the various 
ides to which particular lands are subject..d in the course of the past 25 :rears. The ooly course 
open was to -see by going through a good number of instruments of sale m the .... gi.ters whether 
they oootaided ony references to preVloul .al .. affecting the same propertiee. Enn this was not 
attended with complete .uccess. The lands mentioned in the previous and ·.ubsequent sal .. are 
not wholly identical. Prior to 1874, the lands were not described by their Survey numbers, and 
there is no means of knowing as to what- Adangal numbers correspond to the present SurvPy 
lIumbera. ~eeides, the priee of the 8ame land ia not distinctly ascertainable 'in all the years. as 
BUeh lands are fonnd intermingled with others in snbsequent transactions, or only a portion 
detached and alienated. In aacerta.ining the price of one acre -of average nanjah and punjah, 
recourse was had to the method of 88certaining the price of any piere of land in one year, and 
finding out the value of the same land in snbsequent years; or of landa in proximity to it, 
bearing the next previous or succeeding number. The fluctuation in prices i. notioed to be not 
based on any principle, and the only explanation whioh can be rendured for this is that the price 
varies according to the grain produoed by it, i.p., in famine years and those of ordinary scarcity 
the -value of grain being rather high, the productive land. go for a very high p";ce, and others 
fetch only an inconsiderable amount. Further, it appears that tllere ia a general tendency for 
the increase in the number of landholders, which means diminution in the extent held by 
individual., and flOnsequently each man is able to devote hetter attention to lands WIder his care, 
which, therefore, in their improved oondition, rise in value. As oivilization advances, the 
artisans, such as carpenters, brioklayers, smiths, &0_, lind enough of work lor them, and all 
iuorea.ing demand for them has tended to increase the rate of their wages nearly three-fold 
during the last 26 years. Persens who were allowed 3 annas a day before, now earn 8 to· 10 
a.nn&B. Most of those people who can earn money by hard labor are in a poeition to save enough 
to purchase 1ands and live comfortably. 

-_ On aeoount of increase in population, there is undoubtedly an increase both in the Dumber 
of agrioulturists "ud in the extent of land onltivated, as most of the waste lands are now rendered 
eultivable for 9rdinary nanjah crops. And the bigger vakila and otber well-to-do people, 
instead of huarding up their money or lending it out on interest, prefer investing it in lands 
which they consider safe. Moreover, the ohief agricultural elas""" of Southern India have been 
impoverished by their cunstantly mnning into debts on MCount of th.ir lavish expenditure on 
the ocoaaious of marriages. and deaths, when their agrioultural resouroes are stinte,J, and when 
they are top laoy. or too uncondeecending to take to other industrial profeeeions. 'l'he result is 
the higher classes, who were 801e landholders before, have now to r've up their land little by 
little, whereas the poo~ laboring claases have acquired land by dint 0 their ecoDomical savings. 
As agricultural profession is found to he more safe and seonre by the lower olasses, they layout 
their -eo.rnings on lanned.property. It ia this tendency that partly e&uses the rise in the value 
!>f Iud in spite of defioiency of its yield. 

The gradual increase in popnlation, a population depending entirely npon agrioultnre for 
their livelihood, contributes as muoh to this rapid inorease ill the valne of lands as thA a.tifioial 
improvements brought to bear from time to time upon the productiveness of the laods tlI&m. 
selves. More tru.n 30 years ago ohanges in the ownership of holdings will oompare by an 
e;otrem~ minimum if viewed in oonneotion with the rapidly-inoreaaing divisions of property 
at the present d~y, and the Ilature of the tenures nnder whioh they,... held. 'l'he oauses seem 



ci:xxiii 

• 1:0 be more or less due to the inoreased resources of the country, to the enterprise of the enugn .. 
aned section of the community, and to the hard competition of the time& 'lhere has been more 
aooumulation of oapital, and more of the nature of sinking funds than what the history of a past 
age will teach us. . In certain directions, the inoreased value of land is due to the improved 
produotive nature of the Boil, and to the facilities afforded by irrigational works. The idea of 
aequisition helps the idea for permanent property, and owing to .competition in the same market; 
the values are generally very high. The value of the land in general has thus inoreased, anel 
the increase is due to the desire for permanent property in some shape at any cost. In short, 
accumulation of wealth, increased investment, competition, and over-population contribute to the 
rise in the value of land. 

III Irllat di .. ectioll' tAe agricultural Dlas. /laB I'rogre'8B:f.-The agrioultural class embraces 
three sets of people -. . 

(1) Landholders who do nothing more than let their lands and colleo1 the rents. 
(~) Those who have some lands of their own which they oultivate themselves, and whC). 

also take up lands from others on lease, if oircumstanoes wonl,l permit it. 

I (;I) 'rhose who have no lands of their own; but only cultivate the lands of others on. 
different terms of leases. .. 

Those coming under the. second and third olass have improved their status by yearly fresh 
acquisition of land, and by CClnverting waste lands into oultivable ones. With the exception of a 
small percentage who are engaged in trade, the major portion of those falling under the first 
olass are by degrees growing poorer and poorer by selling or mortgaging their property. And it 
is the ory of this seotion of the population that is likely to be the cause of the general impression 
that the condition of the agrioultural olasses.is going down. 

The general feeling of the agricultural classes is one of satisfaotion with their lot; this 
satisfaction can be .aid to be unalloyed if tl).e rigour of the forest law. were. mitigated, and 
nature were less fiokle in the matter of water-supply-ram. The general want of min in season 
has driven these classes to the necessity of sinking wells. Lands that were 80 ye8J'8 ago waste. 
overgrown .. ith shrubs, &0., are now nnder cultivation. The extension of railway and other. 
communications bas not failed to brin:;r in their train to the cultivator advantages which were 
wanting 30 years ago. He now earrieB the products to the market, .where he secures the highest 
price possible. He is no more nnder the pamful neoessity of parting with the fruits of hiB·labor 
for a nominal price. "The mode of cultivation, the meohanism ePlployed in the act of raising 
water and of .turning up the soil, &0., h .... e, however, remained praoti08l1y the lame as they were 
3U years ago. The conservative instinct of the lndiall oultivator abhors all innovation in these 
direotione, and he rightly or wrongly pref"rs "is mode and meohanism to all. others. 

The people are happy in the .afety they enjoy under the good Government of the country • 
. .A. good Governtl1ent has brought along- with it safety, and hence property has been rendored 
more secure, and there is nothing of that dr.ad of life or of the prospeot of losing property, 
which places th~ ryot in eternal anxiety,.in the absence of an organ ... ed (orm of Government. . 

In ",Iud dirt'clion. 'Ii. afl'1";"ulluml .Iau haB deI6riurated.,.--The cause. of deterioration sre-. 
(1) Heavy marriage e~en888. 
(2) Faotious spirit and the consequent e.pensive litigation. 
(3) The ignorance of the ryots to give rest of no sort to the oultivableliLnds. 
(4) The lands are not as of old well manured, the cons.quence being a low yield "\\ith 

increased population. . 
Notwithetanding the safe and peaceful situation of the country, there has been· some 

diminution among the agrioultural masses. To be a ryot is oonsidered among !l.e sO-0811ed 
enlightened section somethin~ akin to being a serf in an enslaved conntry •. Various other pro
fessions have heen oaI1ed in ald, and agrionltllre has been partially abandoned among the gentry. 

• who have taken to the renting system. Many of the population have gone to other places iii 
pursuit of varieties of trade or professions. Reservation of oaIlings to one partioular set is 
gradually dying ant. And witli the spread of education, leos reg&ld. is paid to· aristocratical 
authority, and the village panohayat system hIlS" almost ceased to be an institntion of the 
!lOuntry. 

Given the same laws, the same situation, and the pame form of Government as that of Ito 

highly advanoed country, what will be the situation of the ryot now if he does not go in for the 
foreign importations of the market for the desire of keeping up appearances, for the interchange 
of oallings, or {or the affectation of the many foibles whioh now attend on,him? One other 
great feBture whioh adds to his misery is the 181ity of the abUri rules, the spread of stills .. nd 
Bhops, and the eneouragement given to wholesale and ret"ilsy.tems, whioh plaoe the juice at the 
door of the ryot at oheap ratos. Again there are the forest and salt laws, the one deprivin·g 
him of the use of the for.st, and the other stinting the supply of t.he neoessity of life to himself 
and to hi. cattle. In this aspect of the question, the condition of the ryot may fairly be said to 
have deteriorated. 

Oil",,· •• d •• lr;u.-AlI regards other industries, some show improvement, some are statiLnary, 
and others show deoline. 'l'he mason, the carpenter, the blacksmith, lind the brass-smith "' .. 
nnw pro.perous more than before. The potter has remained in the same position as 80 or :15 
years ago. It is in th .. O&IIe of the weaver that one finds almost complete coll"l'se. The wea,·er 
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.tanda helpless before the gigantic lIft'ay of maoliines and maohine-made ot •• tha of tbe might,. 
Manohester, and realizes iu the application to India of the principles of frse-trade the plain faot 
,hat his ruin is not far off, and ories for proteotion. 

Native ind,Uitrial arts have generally deolined. They were in times \!One by held in deeer
vedly high esteem and every enoouragement was given to the propnetu1'8 by tha formel' 
rulers of the oounlry. With the beginning of .I!lnglioh rale, and the importation of maohinery. 
from the cooking stove to the locomotive engine, native indn.trial arta received a death-blow, 
and there are now glasses for Iotas, and the ahining chintz for the thick elogant oottoll fabrio 
'of the native dealer. Uovern'ment seems to have felt the neoessityof reviving them wherever 
po88i~le: In this district, trade in senna leaves, j~ggery, and ~ton seema to be the most 
80unsbing at present. a.e the _labor bestowed on them 18 attended WIth ;more prolit. 

G.neraIRemark'.:.....Thatthe agricnltural olaeaes are on the whole improving there is no doubt. 
There are larger areas now under onltivation. Greater nnmber of people lind aliviug in agri
culture. Larger varieties of thinge are grown. Large landed propel'ties found acoumalated in 
a few hands are now split up and spread over a larger number of hands. The oon.lition of the 
actual oaltivators is mnoh better than what it wa.e some twenty years ago; aome big mira.eida ... ~ 
may perhaps be seen rnined here and th~re; bnt it is no proof of the agrioaltural classes a.e .. I 
whole going down. • 

'Defore the beginning of the present generation. the agrioultural popn lation of the oounlry 
was divisible into only two eections-the Ian Ilords and the tillers of the soil. The relation 
between theee two ola.eses was anything but satisfactory. 'l'he landlord had the "lion's share" 
of the prodnoe of the soil; and he aUowed only a pittance just to keep the body and the aoul 
together of the toiling oaltivator. The landlord maintained the oattle, supplied the expenses of 
oultivation, seed, manure. &0., while all the mannal labor was done by the oaltivator. and he 

'was paid at the harvest sea.eon about a twelfth of the produce Ie.!!>""" of6.ilWuCq. for a kottahl, as 
it is called in this portion of the oountry. This, together with a pittanoe of other <lfeJ/SP!S/TLD. 
:would not give a family of three or four souls more than II kottabs a year of paddy at the 
highest, wliioh quantity is barely sufficient to maintain the family. l!'or this payment, the 

i
andlOrd exacted other work too from him. He must do aU the menial services for the land
oro'swell-being utterly unconnt!llted with cultivatiou. The landlord would usurp anything 
ound with. his tenant which would be of any use to him. In fact, the landlord would get every
~ng for his livin,l3' without paying anything for the same-labor and materials for his well 
elng •. 

Thus the condition of the oultivator wa.e far worse than what it i. at present, while that of 
the landlord was undoubtedly far b~tter. In additiou to this oompal'atively larger share in the 
income, the landlord's domestio economy was muoh greater. Luxuries were unknown. 
Expenses C!f litigation far less. Differences of civil rights settled in the village panohayat 
without much oost. 'l'he lesS oomplioated laws of the Revenue· Department placed redreBB at a 
mUGh less oost to the landlord.. 'l'hus the landlord was a great SiOving party, while the ou1ti
vator was only a toiling machine. without any saving pf his own. 

The work of the present generation is the oomplete ohange of this state of the relation 
~tween the landlord and the oultivator, and the oreation, or more appropriately the increase and 
strengthening, of a middle olass of people who are landlords and oultivators in one. The original 
landlords have grown now lazier by their frequent visits to towns and the' importation. to hi. 
'Very door of the luxuries of the town, &0.; his life has become more expensive. Hi. unoalled for 
luxuries, unneoessary litigation, the oomplicated andexpeneiv6 laws, ali these I>xpenaes combined 
with the reduced income noted below has 'bronght down the condition of the landlord on 1:he 
one hand, and on the other hand, .the daily inorea.eing independence of the oultivator, his boldne .. 
to refuso to give the landlord anything more than his actual due, using his time aud labor to 
more profitable t,hin(l's, hi9 savi?gs, &0., has en~bled him to b.uy cattle of his own t? meet . the 
expenses of cultivatlOn from hiS own pooket Without depending on the mercy of h18 ueurlOua 
landlord; who, saved of these servioes, i. paid a mnoh less share of the produce. 

The said oaltivators have gone 011 further. They began to advance sundry suma to their 
landlords, and have bought, in most CIISes, small bits of lands of their own, whioh they oulti
,!ate themselves, and obtain all th.!l_ E!0!l,'!!!..m.t.ltg!!.tJ'...Ai!.at91. Many working people of oth8J' 
l'rofessiona and castes have IDvesteCI their savings 10 purchasing lands, and they have taken to 
oultivatio~ ~ addition to their original profession • 

. ' The seoond class of people; besides cultivating their own landa, take a lease of the lands of 
the first class of ryots, and cultivate them ancl obtain a share of the cattle they maintain, and 
of the oaltivator if they can. In many oases, these men sub-ront such lands to the th4'<i class 

,.of ~p)e, and obtain a prolit 011 both sill"'! by Jl)i8J;argaiii: ~-'l'he8eo6iid olass of peOple, being I 
men of some sUDsflince;"~lmve',-'greater credit with the first olass of people on the one hand,' 
and being fellow workol" on the lield, are fOlllld' to be less' oppressive and more convenient for 
the third olass to deal with·; and hellee they are nsed as lPidd)emeD.~.th.a..Jlad;and tbe thh:d 
~. It is this se .. ,nd au:! third 0188888 of people that reap the full. benefits of the advantages 
pithe Dritish rule, and it is those falling under the lirst class, if they do not purlue other way. 
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• of getting money, and if they wute their time, energy and money in useless lunry, &:0;, that an 
going down. - . 

All the ,advance made during this generation is iii no way proportionate to the intentions 
of the Government and' their trouble and expenses in establishing colleges and training institu
tions at the Presidenoy towna to introduoe into the country the soientific modes of oultivation of 
lhe' Western !lations. The oountry h!\8 adopted ouly such portions of the advantages which the 
force of the surrounding oirnumstances in their natural course save driven the people to 'adopt; 
_d nothing more. It is still left to the future polition .... conomio statesmen' to find suitabt .. 
ways to introduce into tha .. 'Onntry the more. profitable modes of scientifio oultivation, and to tire 
sympathising scientist to devise means suitable to the low state of the poor country to induce and 
lead it. children step byetep toreap the a4vantages of·a·soientifio agriculture. . , 

. That trade. manufaeture, and handicrafts have increased a groat' deal during the preeent 
'generation no one would dare to. oppose. The introduction of the railways. theimprcved toads, 
lI.Ild easy communications, the establishment of .the village post offioes. the increased demand and 
supply. have tended to inoreBBe every clBBs of trade from the petty retail sales in the streets and 
'villages to wholesale coinmerce. The variety of things bought and Bold in these days, and then
quality, and quantity compared with those found in the markets some twenty yeare ago, show a 
great deal of advanoe. A large.' number of people are employed now in these trades. Persons 
of every caste take up the b'ades suitable to their mtans and ability. .The first olass of agricul. 
tural population noted .. bove are seen here and there'using their time and ,money to their advan. 
tage in trading. 'l'hose of the' second and third olasses, too, earry on petty inlend t"ades during 
the time they are free from their work on their lands. Persons of ot.her anoestral professions .have 
""st off their prejudioes. and freely take ul' trading if they find it more oonvenient and paying 
thali those of his forefathers. . . , . 

. " I. 

M""~fartur8 alld kalldi",:aft.-Here again the quality and tilE' quantity of the work turned 
out, and the variety of such work done in these days, are far high.r than what' they were, 
during the last generation. The caste whioh. in the maj ority of oases among the natives. distin" 
guishos the professions, is now fBBt~ fading away. It is, needle ... here to. enumerate the several 
brllnches of industry that are improved. Bud that Me newly started and, starting up. Suffice it to 
Say that our artisan. and manufacturers sucoessfully imitate the works of the western nations, 
and produce the necessary articlds nearly equal inquolity and durability to those .oftheir teachers 
and ooU them much cheaper. The hands that used to 'be idle or to be oont.ent with the making 
pf :ude articles and low prices now find ample work and good samples, aDd a ready sale to pay 
thmr labor •. 

In (!Ouclusion, it may safely be .toted that the state of the country is much better thim what, 
it was some twen~y or twenty-fi.ve years .ago in every ~sp.ot-agriculture, manufaoture. and 
Commerce. The tillera of the soil, the artisllDB, the manu~acturers, and the traders-petty and 
'wholesale-are, as shown above, getting strengthened da')' after day in their natural coursol 
Whatever may be said of the proportion of in"l'e ... e under these heads to the attempts, induce
ments, !Lnd training affcrded by Government. and wlfatever may be thought about the causes of 
the shortoomings in this proportion. the faot li~8 bare to every observer that the lowetand 
JDiddle olBBSes, ; e., .the working ciBBBes, are now muoh better off than what they were during the 
l ... t gen"ration, though not fto8 much as they ought or would, be expeoted to be ,under the parti. 
oular attention paid by our W ~stern rulers to improve their eondition by the establishment of several 
colleges and traiuing Institutions all ove, the·oounlry. The fault is not of the poor olBBses; but 
~t is due to the indifference of their rioher hrethren, who, instead of teoohing and leading them, 
Jook to their own selfish ends, or spend their energies and wealth in questionable direotionllo ' 

CONDITION OF THB WBAVING INDUSTRY IN MADUBA • ../ 

(7) Not8 by V. 'R"iagopa/4 Chariar, E.g., B.A., B.L., Dwtrict RegiBtrIJr, Madura. 

Number of .ilk Wt'ar .. ·•• hou.oa.-Thetown of Madura is divided into ten Munioipal wards. 
Of those ten. wards the. silk weavera occupy the .1st. 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 9th wards,Bn~ tb~, 
number of silk weavers houses may be roughly estlDlated at 5.000 or so. Houses are multiply. 
ing in these wards anll the fresh additions are generally thatched cuts ocoupied by the laboring 
o\_es. It would appear ,that ,weavers from other parts of the dis' riot, . finding no occupation in 
their r. speotive places, have m.grated to the town of Madura and' Bettled themsalve~down here. 
The records of the Muuicipal office show that about 2111 new houses have heen ereoted in these 
wards. . ' 

2. Numb.r of ,ilk wea.BrB in tlls town.-The silk weavere as a claBs area very prolifio people. 
They are 88.d to multiply more rapidly tha.n the other o\aaees. Fi.ing; the..,fore, the inmates of 
eac:h hou .. to be from 4 to 5. the ailk weave"'.popul~tion of the town of .Madura may be roughly 
eshmated' to be between 20,000 to 21>.000 .nolnding females and ohlldren. Of these, about 
10.0110, inoluding females, may be said to belong to the actUal cooly olass who earn their living 
by d,aily wages. Next to these come the petty tr&de .. who number from 400 to 600 families. 
Some of these Bell threa.d.S, having purchased them in retail front the bigger merchants; Bome 
again sell lace in retail; . some advance small Bums of money to the holders of looms and order .. 
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.amall supply of oil/the and sell them to the rioher merchants. Some are btokers who oollect • 
cloths manufactured in the town and sell them either to the mercha.ts in the town or to those 
.. broad and very few are oapitoli.ts who have any very large trading conoern!. The last rlas~ 

'may almost be connted on one'8 fillgers and. it is BIlid they are likely to be only between 10 and 
20,on the whole. It is the broker. who form a comparatively large number. Home of the Bilk 
weRvers have become agri,,'Ulturists, finding that the profe&&ion of weaving does not pay. 'rheir 

, holding. are small and they ol)ly eke Ollt thelr maintenance frum the re.Ults of the agrioUltuml 
labor. So~e!"'8' 8BJil to keep carts and hulls and to be employed in oolleoting sand from th, 
,river for huildingplI1]>0808. . 

3. 7'lleir a»Brage ;IIIlOIJI#.-Of the clW!8 of merchants, t.h'lse who gAt a profit of about Rs. 100 
and more per month are only a or t;; about, 20 'or 30 get froln Rs. 60 to Us. 1011 Rnd 
those who get ,from its. J; to Rt. . .20 are about 400 or 600. The prole&&ion of brokers is 1I0t very 
remnnerative. A broker makes a profit of OUe anna on every rupeA, but to earn a profit of 30 or 
'40 rupees in .. month he has to eOlploy two agpnts-olle to go about the town and watoh the 
progreBB of the oloths entrusted to the laborers and ano\her to keep accounte. Very ,often he 
has to borrow money and pay the weavers in advance. 

1'he' average income of a oooly family is Re. I) a month and it never goes higher thaft 
Rs. 10 a month Females .. 1.0 work; some are employed in preparing the tbread. for weavin~, 
BOlue in the dyeing of cloth. Bud others in the marking of spots, or wbat it called lundad,. 
Boys of 12 years and more also earn wages and generally get from one rupee upwards. 

4. TI" quantily of clotl.B manula.ll/r,d in the tortn, thei,. different kindB and 1M {/l)t!f'(Jge rnlurt 
tn"".of.~ 'I'he number of looms in the town is nbout 3,500. About four clotb. can be woven 
from aloom4n a month. This give. a total of 14,000 clolhs per month for the whole town. 

The diffewnt liinds of cloth manufactured al'9 the following :
Pul""ka BeiaiB-Of the value of R •. 2 to 31. 
UI'I,maiB-'-Of the val'ue of a •. 1 to 6 per taw or tari, ooneisting of 8 each. 
Plain mille .lotf,B teUh .ilk bordero--Of the value of Re. 1 to Re. 4. 
W/.'ite klCed hl/ld k""rhiifs1ued-Of the value of Re. 7 'to Rs. 12, the oharge for dyeing 

,heing ns. 2 or lb. 3 in eXOeBB. 
OMf(adai.-Of the value of R •• 3 to Rs. 8. 
Femnle rict1 •• of Bo,'tB.-The ordinary ranging from Rs. 6 to 20 and special cloths from 

Rs. 40 to Its. 80. 
Upper cIQIItB-Of the v.alue of Rs. 10 to 15. 

Rupees 600 is the highest value of B oloth which has ever been made in Madura. Merchants 
of their own' accord do not uroer for cloths of more than Re. 80 to 100. The cloths made 
ordiQarlly range from Rs. 6 to Rs. 10 only. 

The introduction of cotton twist from England, of lace from France, as well as of even tbe 
dyeing stuff from Bombay has considerably affeoted the value of the olofh~ made in the town 
Blld necessarily the wages to the ooolies and the profits to merohants. Of the 14,000 olotb. 
sbove mentioned as being made in a month in the town, for 7,000 to 10,000 oloths the inferior 
brass lo.oe is used and the value of tbese do not go over Rs. 6 at the utmost. Their average 
r,rice may be fixed at R .. 26 ,per oloth and. this gives the .um total of R •. 17,5110 or Rs. 20,000; 
The average value of an ordmary cloth wlt,h good laoe may be fixed at Re. 7 and supposing that 
good lace it UlIed for the remainmg 4,1)00 oloths, their approximate .... lue amounts to Rs. '28,000. 
Thus the total value of clothe made in the town in a month may be fixed at R •. 50,0110 to 
Rs.60,000. , 

To get an Unpression of how mlloh of this sum of R .. 60,000 aotnally henefits the townsmen 
and-how muoh goes to other oountrie. and plaoes, what are the eomponent parts of a Madura 
oloth must be examined. Let me take for illustration an ordinary white oloth which is BOld in 
thft town for Re. 10. The different, items which go to make this sum of Re. 10 may be described 
... follows:...... ' 

Value of the thread •.... ... ... .. . .., 
Cost of preparing the same for weaving... . .. 
Profit earned by the merchant who sells the thread ... 
Co.t of fastenin~ the thread to the loom 
Wages for weaVlng.thread into a cloth, .. , .,to 
Value of the laoe '" ... 
)!erohants' profits inclUding brokerage ... . .. ••• 

Total 

.-.. 
'" ... 
'" 

BB.' A. P. 
1 0 0 
0 2 0 

° 1 0 
0 1 0 
1 4 0 
6 0 0 

8 8 0 
1 Ij 0 

10 0 0 --
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When t.his oloth is dyed the eness ohil.rge is as follows :.:.... 

For the first and rough ooloring 
For the making of spots 
}'or dyeing them over again 
Misosllaneous .•. ... 

~ 

••• ... 
... 

... 

Total ... 

RI. A.. P. 

o 12 0 
o 12 O· 
o 12 0 
0 4 0 

----
2 8 0 

--
Thus the great portion of the value of a cloth goes for the Isoe which is· manulactured in 

France. Then by tbe cotton twists used; it i. the English merchants who ere benefited. 'l'he 
dye is also prepered abroad and the greater portion of Rs·, 1-1:1-0 spent for dyeing goes also to 
other handa. The portion of Rs. 12-8-0 which actually circul .. tes among the townsmen ·may be 
t&.kenat the highest to be from RB. 4 to 5 or one-third of the value of the cloth. This caloulated 
",ith reference to the Rs, 60,000 worth of cloth yields a total amount of Rs. 24,000 to 30,000 and 
thie amonnt may roughly be fixed to be the sum earned from the industry by oo-.ry upwerds to 
the riohest merchant. Deduoting again Rs.· 5,000 or so as being the profits earned by merchants, 
there remains Rs. 25,000 to be distributed amongst 5,000 f&.milies, giving an average of Rs. 6 
per family, the amount mentioned above, as being the average inoome of a family. Generally 
speaking the industry is becoming day by day leas profitable to the actual working ol .... e.. The 
causes thereof ere not fer to seek. Prior to the· importation of cotton twist, some fifty years 
ago, it would appeer there were in the town of M .. dura 2,000 to 3,000 families employed in 
spinning out threads. This vocation has entirely ceased now. Again, prior to the importation 
of lace there were 500· M ussulman f .. milies engaged in making Isce, and in their pl ... e there are, 
it would appear, ouly 10 families employed in making country lace, The preparation of coloring 
materials was at least done looaUy till a year or two ago, but this too has been superseded by 
the Bombay ertiole. As a neoessary result of the cessation of aU these vocations, the labor is 
now directed entirely in one direction tows.rds weaving, and it is in consequenoe very oheap. 
What used to be paid for at Rs. 2 in former yeers is now remunerated by l rupee only. _ 

Even .... r~gards the merohant olass, the general complaint is that the trade does not p .. y. 
It may be that a lerger number of oloths ere now made than before, but what merchants make 
as profit by reason of the cheapness of the commodity and keenness of oompetition seems to be 
oonsiderably less than what It was in former years. . A cloth which was sold for Rs. 60 is now 
.old for only Rs. 80. 

As a ourions illustration of how the importation of the English-made goods has BffecU;d tne 
Iooal weaving industry, it may be menti,?ned that the we~vers themselvas of the town of Madura 
do hardly use the cloths woven by them. Mulls and pIece-goods have taken the place of the 
home-made ertioles and if the richer class should seek for some oountry cloths, it is the 
Conjeeveram oloths that are made use of. The femo.les likewise use the ThoJllbu, and if tbey seek 
for some better oountry-made oloths, they purchase tbe Koranad"u clotbs. Thus it happens that 
one OT two per oent. of the town-made articles are sold in the town itself and the rest ere sent 
abroad. 

Tile "al>ii. flnd ·mann .... of llis silk ""a.ers a, /I cla.o •. -Silk weavers as a classl<>ad a simple life. 
Their food is simple and oonsists of oholum, kambu and other dry grains. Rioe is used'by oom
paratively few persons only. Their olothing is simple .. The fel)lales weer a cloth of Hs. iI worth 
only, e10ept on oooasiolll!, when they wear the Kuranadu oloths. House accommodation· is 
necessery for their profession, and eaoh endeavours, therefore, first, to seoure a house for himself. 
They ere not also without the desire for ornaments. Even the poorest household are mentioned to 
have some gold jewele. A silk weaver's property oonsists generally of his house and ornaments. 
Marriage is cosUy with them. About Re. 68 must be paid to the bride even by tho poorest man. 
To Bleet thie item of expenditure, almost every oooly before ho ent.ers on his plOfession begin. to 
subscribe to some CHIT transaction or other and to eke out from his hard eerned wages 1 rupee 
or so to be paid monthly for a series of years extending from five to seven. Before he eems his 
prize in his turn, necessity, ·however, often oompels him to borrow, mortgaging hi. ohit amollnt 
and the house owned by him. It is such doouments tbat are registered in large numbers in the _ 
town offices of Madura. l.'here is another peculiarity about these silk weavers. They seldom 
borrow from other than their eastemen. In oase of loans of large sums, probably they may resort 
to the N attukkottai ohetti, but 011 ordinary loans a.re oontracted from one of their own community. 

In addition to the town of Madura, the weaving industry is oarried on in the following place. 
in the distriot-Dindigul, Parsmakudi, l'alni, Tirumangalam and Aruppuk6ta. In Dindigul 
only laced cloths ere made to the value of Rs. 10 or so. In other places rough oountry oloths 
only are made. In all the statioal, tha industry ,S said to be declining so much so that weaver. 
from these places come up to Madura for employment and overQfowd the merket .. 

61' 
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(m.)-Tables sAowing the Income, Expenditure, Beale 0/ Diet, ~c .• in different Coon/ritl. 

(1) statement .howing tM amount of Import. and EiDPort. of an Natiom measured by valUll 
«(J(I;iHacte,l from Mulhall's" Hilltory of Pricu ") . 

• 

I lIlillious Sterling. I \----.----.--r:;,-----,---\ POl'in-

I . I I " I habitant; 1850. 1860. 1870. . 1860. l884. u. 18M. 

B B II II B II 
Great Britain- ... . " ... ... . .. 198 876 6411 698 686 19'0 -France ... ... ... ... . .. . .. 76 167 1'1/1 839 815 8'4 
Germany, ... ... .. , . .. . .. .. . 106 160 III 816 831 7-0 
Bussia ... ... ... . .. .. . ... 82 48 100 121 1U 1'8 
Austri. ... ... ." ... ... . .. 19 61 88 128 137 8'6 

Italy ... ... ... ... ... .. . .. , IS 48 74 96 99 8'4 
Sp.m and PortDgal , .• ... ... ... .. . 20 80· 41 M 74 3'6 
Holland ... ... . .. ... ... ... 44 66 71 121 144 8"1 
Belgium ... ... ." ... ... ... 35 48 M 116 U6 20"8 

Scandina.via ... ... ... ... . .. ... 17 80 42 65 66 7'4 

---
Europe ... ... ... ... . .. .. 57S 1.010 1,4061 2,068 2,082 7-0 
United Statel ... ... ... '" .. . M 187 172. 808 '1/16 "9 
South America. ... ." . .. ... ... 88 62 86 101 104 8'9 

India. ... ... .. , ... ... . .. 18 69 104 138 157 ·s 
-

Fo.r India 10 Rs. = 1 B. 

(2) Table sholDing the Incom., the Amount of Ta" •• paid .. nd tho rwoportio,. of Tale •• to 
Income in some of tho IiJwrop."'" OOlJdltries (Mulhall" " Hilltory of Pries. "). 

Income, lIilliona SterliDg. Peroeut--
age 01 Tues, Ratio of - Agrioul- Millions Tuo.to Agrionl. Non-agri.! Total turat to BtertiDg. Income. tura.l. oultural. Total 

Income. -
-B B B B 

United Kingdom. ... ... ... ... .. . 263 984 I,M? 21 88 7-1' 
:lTance ... ... . .. .. . ... ... 435 530 9S5 44 142 14'7 

.RU88~ ... ... .. , ... ... .. . 482 36S' MB 57 92 10'8 

Italy ... ... ... ... ... . .. 174 171 845 62 62 1800 

Spain ... ... .. , ... .. . ... 138 85 218 60 85 16-0 

Europe ... ... ... ... .. . .. . 1,476 8,102 6,678 44 632 11'S .. , 

(3) Table showing the Wages of th. Workiffg Classes and tke National l!'.como in Fra,,,,,,, 
(ezlract.d from the article on "th. wage. of tke '.orking ClaBB.' anti the national inc"",. i,. 

Fra,nce, " publisketi in the J01WfIal of the Royal BtatUitical Bocielly for March 1891). 

Aven.ge wages per diem. 

Country districts 
Provincial towns 
P .. ri. 

Agricultural popUlation ... 
Non·agricultural population ... 

... 
ilion. 

•• ti. 
2 1 
2 10 
4 8 

Killion •. 

17'7 
19'3 

37'0 

Women. 

•• d • 
1 '" 1 5 
2 2 

Produotioa. 
Million •• 

400 
435 

835 -



Mm· .. 

S'4 
S'S 
1'1 
2'0 

WorkDtg_ 

Agncultmal laoollle1"9 ..• 
Iadostrial and oommeroial workmen 
Employe.. and other persoDB nlCeiving wages 
Domestics ••• ••• .... ....' .... 

... lIiIIiGD .. 

80 
••• 144' 

.0 
56 

1 ()oS Total wages and salaries 320 
S'7 SmaIl landowners, artizans. transport agents, sol-

diers •• ailors, minor fnnctionari .... 8Choo~ 
&e., "hose ~ do not exceed the maximum 
wagea of the ouvner ._ ••• 160 

Capitatisla i""'P'*It .. eoIIeoL 

1·7 Lando1fDerB ••• ..• ••• ••• ••• ._} 
1'0 Manufacturers, merchants. &C. ••• ••• ••• 420 
1'0 Bentiera and members of the liberal professions •••• 

17-7 ... •••. Total ••• ••• 900 
The capitalist classes gei t112 per family after paymens of the services of domestics ana 

of taxation; 

(4) Tabls .1wuring "'" Distribution of Incom .. of Great Britai .. MId Ireland. (Mr. Giffen). 
-. ~. 

F 
TUMID" . - AgrieuhmaL -agrioaItunoI. TotaL 

. 1liUi~" r"" Millie.... _ I Jlilliou. IS. 
_._- --

L--6reat .J1.riIA;,.. 

lneome.ta::l' incomes ,., .. , 1'4 '90 486 &76 
Upper""" 'lV4dlct _ boI_ . 

iDcome-taz: ••• ..• • •• 1'5 23 M 107 
Ilan.uallabourera ..• ... .,. U·& '10 445 615 

TcMI ". l~'S 183 1,016 .. 1,198 

U.-Im-a. 

Income-taJ: incomes ". 0-1 10 16 26 
Upper and middle -tlJaaaea belo ..... -

inoome-tu: ... ... .. , 0-3 7 " 11 
)[aa:aallabourera ... ... , .. 1'6 lID I. as - -Total ... 2-0 :w 85 7Z -~ToIal ... 16'. 220 1;050 1,270 

-

(5) Statemenllllwuing lhe Coot of living pM" inAabilant (eatradedfrom .. JlulltGll·. Diclitmary 
of Statistia.") 

Daily :&pendituf"s. 
. .. 

Penoe per iDhIIhiiaD. ... 

- IlJIo~·1 I~I 1'oocL Bcmi. Taxes.: TotaL 

United JtmscIom ... ... .. , ... '.' 11"0 2"6 l'lI 2"4 ,"6 8o-S 
1' ....... ... ... ... ." ... '" 7-0 2"2 1'8 2"7 1''1 15'4 
G ........ ;y ". . ,. ' .. ... , .. . .. 6'5 1'8 1'2 1-9 1'4 12'8 
Baula ". ... .., - ... ... r "'1 1'0 0-" 0'8 0-11 6'S 
A ....... ... ... ... ... . .. " . 5'S 1'& o-S 1'2 0-7 10-1 
Italy ... '" ... ... . .. ." "'1 I'D 0'6 1'" 0-4 ,,& 

SpaiD ... ... ... ... ... .. "'6 1'2 0-7 1-5 0-4 S'4 
Belgium -.lId Holland ... ... ... . .. tr7 J'l 1'1 1'7 2"lI 18'11 

8cMdiuBvia ... . .. ... . .. ~ . 6-0 1'6 0-9 I'll l'4. 11-1 
Earope ... '" ... ... .. ' .. . 6-0 1'6 1'1 1'8 0-9 11' • 
United 8tatea ... ... ... , .. . .. 7-0 8-1 1'8 ItO 1"'1 16-6 
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(6) Tabl •• hOlDing tho oo.t of Uu'n90! the E.1g1iBh Labourer tlfttl Mechanic p6r Annum 
(Mulhall'. Dictio'!:M1I of Statilti.,). . , 

Labourer. lIechanio. . 
Ita ..... 

I I I 1792. 1828. 1883. 179B. 18BS. 

B B B B • Bread, meat, &0. ... ... ... . .. .. . 16 17 20 18 20 
Groceries ... ... . .. ... . .. II 8 6 • 6 
Bent ... .. , ... .. , ... S 8 • 8 • ClotbiDg, .... ... ... ... .. . . .. 7 8 .. 17 22 

Total ... 117 81 87 6B 68 

(7) Blateme ... t Ih.owing the .. el;'t;on betwee ... WlIg68 anti footl (ntf'CICtetl from 
" Mulhall'. Dictiona1'1/ oj Statistics ") • 

. 
BhillbJgs per ...... k. 

- I I 
Ratio of food 

Wages. Food. upeDla. '0 "*"8'88 
e.rned • 

• BB CBN'l', 
Great Britain ... ~ ... .. , ... ... 81 14 " 46 
FraDoe ... ... ... , .. . .. lit III 67 
Germany ... .... ... ... ... '16 10 62 
Belgium ... ... . .. ... ... 20 12 60 
Italy ... ... ... ... ... 16 9 60 
Spain ... ... ... ... .. . 16 10 69 
United'Statel ... ... ... ... .. . 48 16 , 

'88 
Austt-a1ia ... ... . .. . .. ... 60 11 17 

. • 

\ 1888. 

B 
sa 
8 
8 

26 

60 

(8)-Statement ."owing t"e _Ie 0/ diet prllBcribetl in Jails in th., Madl'a'P"e&idellcg (Jail Oode). 

(a) The daily diet 'C(l.1e for JiJuropean and East Indian long-term p";"on.r. is CII/ollou:. :_ 

Bread 

Meat, uudooked 

Potatoea 

Vegetable. ... 

Flo ... 

Suet 

Salt 

.. 

Rolong or ayoe meal 

Dholl meal... . .. 

C01l88 

Te .. 

Sugar 

Onious 

Pepper ". 
M;llt and pa.raley ... 

Rice 

Artioles. 

... , ... .. 
.. .. .. 
.. 
.. 

.. , " 
... " 
••• Pint 

.. 
0 •• 

.. ... ... ... ... .., .. 
.. , ... ... '" .... 

0 •. 

r
emale. and 

Labouring non-labour.. 
prisoners. ,jn~ m&le 

pnSOD8l'8. 

18 

4l 
8 

6 

& 

f 
1 

8 

1 

1 
1 

!t 
1 

n. 
t 

6 

16 

a 
8 
6 

t 

1 
1 

1 

It 
1 

n. 
l 

On Mondays, Wednesdays and Snndays, vegetables and dholl meal are not tJiven IIlId rice 
is rednoed to 4 oz. in the case of la.bonring prisoners a.nd increased to 6 oz. In the case of 
non-Iabonring prisoners. On these, days meat is increased to 7 oz. in the case of tbe first IIlId 
to 4'oz. in the case of tbe second. On SatnrdaYH instead of potatoes three additional onnce. of 
rice are given, a:itd 1 oz. of cnrry-powder is snbstituted for mint, parsley IIlId pepper •. The a1low""e8 Qf firewoQd iB 2 lb. per diem. 
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{b) Ths Ilaily tli6t _ls for Nativ8 OOlluict. is a8 follmos :_ 

G .. ain-
oz. 

R"gi } 
Cholum sifted 1I0ur or without husk 24 
Cambu 
Dholl ... • 0 •• ... . .. - ... . .. 2 

Butter-milk, tyre .. ,.. ... HI Tbme day." week, Mt 
• mutton days . 

Gbee or oil .. , . ." I 
Tamarind f 
Salt ... . .. ,! . ~ . • 
Curry-powder ... ... .f 
Vegetables ... ... 4 

. Onions ... .. . f 
Garlic ... ... 30 grains on mutton days. 
Mutton or fish ... ... D oz. without bone or 2i 

oz. of salt fish three 

- days in the week. 
Firewood ... . .. ... '" lb. Ii. 

RemarkB.-Females and non-laboUring male prisoners get 20 oz. of gr&in instead of 24 oz. 
and 4 oz. of mutton instead of D oz. Any of the three grains may be used. 25 oz. of cumbn 
is to be considered as equivalent to 24 oz. of ragi or cholum. Labouring prisoners are to 
have two wbat-antial meals before going to work, and on returning from tt, with a third 
light meal at midday. No rice less than six months' old i. to be issued to prisoner&. Dholl 
must be carefully husked. The allowance of fresh vegetables may be increased on the ·recom
mendation of the medical officer to any reasonable extent tbat can be supplied by the Jail 
garden. The weight of vegetables must be calculated after the stalks, skins and refuse have 
been separated, and only gocd succulent vegetables are to be used. The allowance of salt 
may, in times of epidemic chQlera, be increased by order of the medical officer. The allowance 

. of meat must be estimated without bone. Good ordinary grass-fed mutton or goata' flesh 
should be supplied. When. dried or'saIt·fish is. used, 2i oz. will be oonsidered=5 oz. of fresh 
fish. Brahmins and other non meat-eating cast .. may be allowed 1 oz. of ghee or oil or 2 oz. 
of dholl with 10 oz. of butter-milk on meat days in lieu of mutton. In districts where 
cocoanuts are plenti ful, 2 oz. of copra may be given in lieu of I oz. of oil or ghee. Mango 
pickles may be sub stituted for tamarind when procurable. All kinds of grain used must be 
good, of thin kind· and nutrltibns, not too new nor too old,. and the quantity should be a 
fair avet'8ge of· the produce of the local marketa. All unripe, mildewed or mevil eaten grain 
must be rejected and the grain should be free from all external impurities.-

(9) Tka particulars noled below have referen .. to tke Beals of diet in ..... e among tke ryot.. 
populaUIm in (I .. illage near Ooimbatore. 

The cost of food of Brahmin and other high caBles per male adult in villages may be 
taken to be Re. 3-12-0 per mensem or 2 annas per diem. Among labourers of the lower castes, 
the ordinary cost is about Re. 1-12-6, or 1 anna per head per diem. The particulars are shown 
below:-

Bioe 
Bait 
DhoD 

.M .. , ... 
Ohilli.. ... 
Tama.rind... .., n. 
Blook pm (powdered) 
ButteNDilk 
Gbee ... • .. 
Xeroain .... n for light 
Gingelly-oil 
FUvwood 
VegeI<oblea 

.. , 
.. ... 

Tolal 

.. , .. , ... 

... 

Higher castes. 
BS • .6.. P. 
a 0 0 
o 1 6 
o 1 6 
008 
010 
o B 0 
o B 6 
o & 0 
o I 8 
o a 0 
o 8 0 
010 --8 U 6 

CholulD 
lIora._ 
Bait 
Chilli .. 
Onioua 
Sundries 
Kerosine-oil 
Gingelly·on 
Tamarind 
Betel leaves, 

tobaooo ... 

Vegetables, firewood, &ie., are seldom purchased, 

area. Dut and ... 
Total ... 

Lower caatea. 
Be ..... p. 
100 
010 
o 1 6 
iI 0 6 
006 
o 10 
016 
010 
006 

o , 0 

111 6 

62 
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(10) Beale of weekly diet to Boldiers and Oonvir.tB (Mulhall). 

- I Bation. I Nitrogen· .. ·1 Carbon. 

. 
LB. 1\8. LB. 

Brit.ish soldiers in ,Engla.nd ... ... . .. . 2&7 1'46 . . "84 
British soldiers in India ... ... ... .., lIO'O 8'88 "62 

Englisb oonrieta 1 f 
22'1\ 1'88 '119 

in Bngland ... ... .. . 
Fa.rm Iabo1l1'8l'8 28'1 1'82 &-11 

The 25'7 lb., the allowance of British soldier m Eng18nd, is ma.de lip as' follo.wl :-
LB. 

Bread ... ... ... , 7'0 
Cooked meat ... ., ! ... 3'5 
Vegetable ... .... . .. 7'0 
Sug8!' ". ... ... 0'7 
Sundries ... .... ... .., < "a 7'0 

Total~ .. 25'7 

(11) Frankland'. table of food required to lift a male adult (weighing 10 Bt~) 10,000 feel. 

Milk 
Apples 
Fish 
Potatoes 
Beef 
Ham 
Bread 
Rice 
Flonr 
Arrowroot 
Oatmeal 
Cheese 

... 

... 

... 

. , .. 
... ... . .. 

Cost. 
LB. D. 
8'02 . 15 
7'82 12 
6'37 25 
5'01 4 
g'58 86 
3'00 88 
2'35 5. 
1'34 I) 
1'31 4 
1'29 . 10 
1'28 3 
1'11} 1a 

(12) (Lyon! food tablp.8).-1'lie faU<JfIIing is tA8.qUOA\tift/ 6j -eoJ.l1hId pulses req~ired by an 
adult weiflhiflg 11 0 lb. (th" IlIIIMage w,eiflht of labourtr6':" t]".8 counwy' JIYf hiB ftDVnoAmant. Tq 
.ereals i 0 •• of fat or oil or ghce alld not less than i 011. of salt shlYUld b. added. . . 

. 

- 1_ I.bo .. 
die •• 

Light> I&bono I euboUo ...... di... acaJe, 

••• ••• 0 •• • 
(1) Rice .. , ... ... ... ... . .. 16'&1 14'77 '14'91 

Pulses ... ... ... '" ". .. . 7-11 6'97 . 8'78 

28'" 1lO'74 1S'00 

~---
(2) Cholum ." .. , ... .. ' .. , .. ' l'I'86 ""86 16'08 

Poises ... .. , ... ... .., .. '" 6'87 · •• ·88 2'66-

88'72 I llII'74 1&811 

(3) Cllmbu .. , ... .. ' ... ... '" 19'66 .. 11'46 ].HI 

.. ..pu1se. . .. : "16 . . "88 Itl.4l .. , ... ... ... .. 
l!9"12 lIO'74 IS'69 

. 
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'-- I Hard labour !l.ight l.boor I Snb.i.tenoe, 
diet. met. Boals. 

- . 

oz, oz, oz .. 
(4) lIagI .. , .. , .. ' ,., .. .. , lS'&4 16'46 14'68 

. , 
PulaH .. , ... .. , .. , .. . .. , 6'18 4'29 4>08 

-,--. 
22,71 :10'74 18'89 

(6) Whe.t 
, • 22'72 20'74 lS'89 ... .. , ... .. . ... .. , . 

(6):whoat ... ... '" ... , .. ... lll'aO UN/l 10'98 

Rice ... ... ... .., .., .. , 8'80 7'99 1'46 

Palae. ... ' ' .. ... ... ..' . .. S'18 1'96 o'so 
. . 

22'71 80'74 l8'89 

. The above tahlee are based on the nouriebment required by a htboUrllr iu Englaud whose 
average weight ia 150 lb. It i ..... umed that the work done and the nonrishment required vary 
directly as the weight and no allowance ia apparently made for the smaller quantity of food 
required in hot climate •. 

In finding tbe cost of food, the .... luB of rice may be .takeQ. to b~ 80 lb., of the dry grains 
DO lb., of wheat.15 lb., and of dholll!5 lb. per rupee. . 


