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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 

Sabbati, 12° die Februarii, 1848. 

MEMBERS PRESENT • 

Lord George Bentinck. 
Sir Tilomas Birch. 
~ir Edward ·Bvxton.· 
Ofr. Cardwell. 
Ofr. Goulburn. ' 

! 

. I. Mr. Henry Hope. 
K I Mr. Labouchere; 
"I "".." Mr. Matheson. 

Sir John Pakinf;ton. 
Mr. Wilson. 

.. LORD GEORGE BENTINCK, IN THE CIJAIR. 

The Right Honourable Lord Viscount Palmerston, a ¥ember of The House, 
Examined .. 

l. Chairman.] WILL yoprLordship have the goodness to give to the Com
mittee a precis of the state of our treaties with foreign powers with reference 
to the supptession of the .~blve trade, together with as much information as 
you can Ra"ord them respecting the state of the slave trade, as to the number 

" o.f slavers tlllioJ;la~e be~c~ptured, and the n~mber of negr?es that have been 
liberated; _ the o~ligations that we' are eIther temporanly or permanently 

. under to foreign countries to maintain blockade ships;." and further, as far as it 
hIlS come within your knowledge, the state of the slave trade in Cuba and Porto 
Rico and the Brazils, and the number ruso of the different free populations on 
the coast of Africa /-1 had better state first how we stand with respect to trea
ties. There are tJrree kinds of treaties which tbis country has entered into with 
f?reign powers fiJr the purpose. of suppressing the slaye trade. The first class 
grves to each party a. mutual nght of search of the merchant vessels of the 
other party, within certain geographical limits, and a right of det.ention of such 
merchant vessels as may be found either with slaves on board or equipped for 
the slave trade; and these treaties define what· circumstances in a vessel 
shall constitute prima facie an equipment for the slave trade. Those treaties 
(!()nstitute also Mixed Courts, cchn1>osed of commissioners of each nation, those 
courts being.post.ed within the territories of each of the parties at such 
ph\Pes as are Hkely to be most convenient for the adjudication of captured 
vessels. Such are the treaties that we have with Spain, with the Nethl'tlands, 
with Portugal, and some other countries. The second class of treaties are 
treaties by which a mntual right of search is in like manner granted within 
specified geographical limits, t6gether with the right of detention under similar. 
circumstances. :Qut by that second class of treaties a captured vessel, instead 
of being tried' before a Mixed Court. of Commission, composed of judges of 
the . tWo nations,' is handed over to the tribunals of the country under 
whose flag she has been captured. Under this class come the first trea
pes we had with France, and such other treaties we have with Tuscany, 
with Sardinia, with Austria, with Russia, and with Prussia. Then there is 

, a third class of treaties, consisting of two, namely, the treaty we now have with 
France and the treaty we now have with the United States, Ufttier which treaties 
m;I, mutual right of search is granted, but each party engages to maintain a 
~n for,ce )lp'~n the c,oast of Africa for the purpose of wa~ching its ow~ mer-
.• tilig,aoo ·'preventing.any vessels under that flag bemg employed In the 

'"11,3', B· prosecution 

Right Hon. Lord 
Visc:t. Palmerston, 

M. P. 

12 F~br"3ry 1848. 
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R!ght HOD. Lord prosecutipn of the slave trade. The first and second classt's of treaties do not 
V,sel. Pal"..,." ... , impose upon either of the contracting partit'S any specific ohligation to main-

M. p. tain any given force, or indeed any force at all, upon the coast of Africa; tht'Y 
1 I February 1848• are treaties giving powt'rs and not involving any s~ific obligation of that kind. 

The treaty with France and the treaty with America do _contain a specific obli
gation; and it is evident that that was a necessary result of that kind of treaty, 
beC'-lIuse where a foreign power grants to England a right of search and a power 
of seizure, the English Government is the ,bt'st judge what amount of forct' is 
nt'cessary to carry that examination and seizure into operation; but where no 
power is granted to Great Britain over the flag of another country, then it be
comes necessary that that other country should itself exercise a proper police 
over its own merchant flag; and we could not have asked another country to 
take upon itself that obligation unless at least for form's sake a corrt'sponding 
obligation had been undertaken by Great Britain. The treaty with France, 
concluded in May 1845, suspends for a certain time the previous treaties of 
1831 and 1833. The treaties of 1831 lind 1833 gave a mutual right of search; 
they did not constitute Mixed Commissions, but provided that ships captured 
under those treaties should be sent to be tried by the tribunals of the country 
under whose flag they were taken. That mutual right of seatch was by the treaty 
of 1845 suspended for a certain number of years, and there wa:, substituted for it 
an engagement, which is contained in Article 1st, that each party shall maintain 
a certain force. Article· 1st of the treaty says, that" in order that the flags of 
Her Majesty the Queen of Great Britain and of His Majesty the King of the 
French may not, contrary to the law of nations, 'and the laws in force in the two 
countries, be usurped to cover the slave trade, and in order to provide for the 
more effectual suppression of that traffic, the King of the French engages to 
station on the west coast of Africa, from Cape Verd to 16· 30"of south latitude, 
a naval force of at least 26 cruisers, consisting of sailing and steam-vessels; 
and the Queen of Great Britain engages to station on the same part of the 
west coast of Africa a naval force of not less than' 26 cruisers." This trcaty 
is not permanent; the 7th Article says, that a declaration is to be made imme
diately after the squadrons shall be on the coast, and the loth Article says, 
that three months after the declaration mentioned in Article 7, the pri;sent 
convention shall come into execution. ' "The duration of it ie fixed at ten 
years," (that would be 1855). "The previous conventions shall be sus
pended," (that is, the conventions of 1831 and 1833). .. In the course of the 
fifth year," (that is, in the course of the year 1850) "the high contracting 
parties will concert together anew, and will decide according to circumstances, 
whether it is fitting either,to put again in force the whole or part of the said 
conventions," (that is, the conventions of 1831 and 1833), ,. or to modify or 
to abrogate the whole or part of the present convention. At the end of the 
tenth year," (that is, in 1855), "unless the previous conventions shall have bt'en 
put again in force, they shall he considered as definitively abrogated. And 
the high contracting parties further engage to continue to concert together 
for ensuring the suppression of the slave trade by all the means which may 
appear to them mo~t useful and most efficacious until the time when this 
traffic shall be completely' abolished." The object of this convention was 
to suspend the right of search, but to give to the two parties at the end 
of :five. and at the end of ten years an opportunity of reconsidering 
whether that right of search should be re-established or not. That is 
the convention with France. The engagement with the United States is 
contained in the treaty of Washington, in OctQber 1842. That treaty says, 
in Article 8, that the two parties "mutually stipulate that each shall prepare, 
equip, and maintain in service, on the coast of Mrica, a sufficient and adequate 
squadron, or naval force of vessels, of suitable numbers and descriptions, to 
carry in all not less than 80 guns, to enforce, separately and respectively, the 1aws, 
rights, and obligations of each ,of the two countries for the suppression of the 
slave trade, the said squadrons to he independent of each other, but the two 
governments stipulating, nevertheless, to give such orders to the officers com
manding their respective forces as shall enable them most effectually to act in 
concert and co-operation, upon mutual consultation, as exigencies may arise, 
for the attainment of the true object of this Article." Then Article 11 says, 
that .. the 8th Article of this treaty shall be in force for five years from 
t.he date of the exchange of the ratifications" (that was, I fancy, in October or 

November 
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November at the end of 1845), "and afterwards, until one or the other party 
shall signify a wish to terminate it." Therefore the agreement with America 
about the slave trade is that each party .shall keep a sufficient force on the 
coast of Africa to prevent merchant vessels under its flag from carrying on 
the slave trade, that force not being less than a force of· 80 gunll. That 
engagement is absolute until 1847, and continues from 1847 onward, until one 
or other of the ~wo parties intimate a wish to put an end to it. With .regard 
to the powers with which we have treaties, we have now treaties of some sort or 
other with almost every naval po-.f«!r, except. Hanover and Greece, in Europe. 
and one or two of the smaller States in South America. We are concluding 
a treaty with Belgium, which I should say is settled, for a mutual right of 
search. The Greek government has intima,ted -its willingness to conclude 
a treaty also. England concluded in 1841 a treaty with France, Austria, 
Prussia. and Russia for the suppression of the slave trade, to which those 
parties agreed to invite all other naval powers which had not contracted 
treaties to .accede. That treaty. was not ratified by France, as the Com
mittee will probably recollect, but it was ratified by Austria" Hussia, and 
Prussia. It is in virtue of that treaty that we are inviting the accession of Bel· 
gium, Greece, and Hanover. The great advantage of getting all states that 
have flags to enter into such an engagement is, that ,the slave traders. 
when they are driven from .the shelter of one flag may not take .refuge 
under the fraudulent assumption of another .flag, although, in point of fact" 
the country to which that flag belongs .has no direct participation ;whatever 
in the slave trade. And that is now happ,ening on the coast of Africa, where 
there are a great number of vessels slave, trading 'under ,the flag .of Sardinia, 
although I believe there"is no Sardinian that is at all concerned in the traffic. 
It was always said that your naval police never Mll b~ effectual until you have 
engaged all powers that have a flag in ilie stipulations. I have always thought 
that quite true. It is for that purpose that we have laboured to enga"ooe states. 
in the treaty, although those states were not at all likely themselves to take 
any share in the traffic. Before we got the right of search with France, there 
was a great deal of traffic carried on under the French flag; that traffic was 
put an· end to in.1831 and 1833 by the treaties with .France, which gave us 
power to'examine and detain Fl'ench slave traders, and also by the laws. wQich 
were then passed in France, prohibiting the traffic. Our treaties at that time 
with Spain and with Portugal were incomplete, for they gave us no effectual 
power of search, and no power of detention south of the Line; and they gave 
no power of detention in case of vessels only equipped for the slave trade. 
Therefore the whole traffic south of the Line was open to them. And even 
north of the Lilre you could not detain a ship unless she had actually got 
her cargo on board, although you knew she was waiting for that cargo. In 
1835 we concluded a treaty with Spain which gave us a right of detention 
in case of equipment lIolely, though no slaves were on board, and which ex
tended the right of search and detention within all geographical .limits where 
it was likely that the slave trade should be carried on. That treaty was 
pretty effectual for '9. time in checking the slave trade under the Spanish 
flag; but still the Portuguese flag enjoyed a total impunity south of the 
Line, and exemption from detention north of the Line, except when slaves 
were on board. In 1839, after ineffectually endeavouring to obtain III 

treaty and. concessions from Portugal, an Act was passed, giving by law 
all necessary powers to British cruisers, and the result was, that in 1842 
the Portuguese government concluded a treaty almost precisely similar to 
that which had been concluded with Spain, giving sufficient and complete 
powers within the requisite geographical limits, Then there remained Brazil. 
The treaty with Brazil was argued by the Brazilian government to be temporary, 
in as far as regarded the mutual right of search, and the appointment of Mixed 
Commissions, but they did not contend that the Article by which the Brazilian 
Gm'ernment agreed that Brazilian subjects engaged in the slare trade should 
be treated and dealt with as'pirates, was a. temporary Article; and in virtue of 
that stipulation, ond to give it effect, an Act was passed, which The House 
agreed to, I think. in 1844, gi'l'ing to British cruisers all the powers necessary 
for carrying that Article into effect. The result has been, that a great number 
of Brazilian 'I'{'ssels hove been captured. and another form of slave trade which 
hod spruug up 18teo/. has also been much checked. The Act gave power to 

0.;32. B 2 desl 
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Right HOD. Lord deal with vessels sailing without any flag. For the slave traderS, in orner to avoid 
Visc:!. Palmer" ... , being brought before Mixpd Commissions, under treaties which madE' thE'm 

M. P. liable under certain flags to those tribunals, and to avoid being sent to tribunals 
J 2 Febmary 1848. of the different countries, if they were found under other flags, hal"e lately adopted 

the plan of sailing without flags and without papers. So that whE'n a l'essl'l is 
taken, you cannot send her to any Mixed Commission, because she belongs to no 
nation; and vou cannot send her to any national tribunal for the same ",ason, 
The law passed in 1844 enables you to !'end such vessels to the Admiralty 
courts as vessels having no nationality. Now the efi"E'ct of the last treaty with 
France of . course is, that the British cruisE'rs on the eoast of Africa cannot 
meddle with any vessel sailing with French papers. The mere hoisting a flag 
at the mast-head does not· exempt a vessel from being boarded, because it 
proves nothing. It is the possession of papers proving uationality which alone 
can give the privilege of nationality. But when a boat from one of our 
cruisers boarding a ship under French colours finds that she is French 
property, and is entitled to the privilege of a French vessel, eveu if we found 
slaves on board we could do nothing but go away. Therefore the whole police 
of the coast of Africa, as far as regards the prevention of the slave trade under 
the French flag, must be exercised exclusively by French cruisers. It is but 
fair to sw that I believe they have VE'ry effectually exercised that police. Thpre 
is no reason to suppose that any slave trade is carried on under the French 
Hag, but the French' cruisers have little else to do, for the French objecting 
upon political grounds, and from feelings of national pride, to allowing their 

. vessels to be searched by those of any othE'r country, of course cannot them
selves obtain any right of search from other countpes, and the only classes 
of vessels which they can meddle with are vessels under their own flag, or 
vessels having no flag. Rut "tbey have, I believe, done all that their power 
enabled them to do: There has been a \'ery good understat1ding, and very 
cordial co-operation, betweE'n the cruisers of the two nations employed upon 
that service. The Portuguese also bave now some cruisers, and in a purt of 
their colonies the governors bave co-operated very honestly for the suppres
sion of tbe trade. I am afraid that on the Eastern coast of Africa, in the Port,,
guese settlements, the same feeling has not entirely been manifested, and there 
is t gotld deal of the slave trade carried on from the Portuguese possE'ssions on 
the eastern coast of Africa to Brazil. In spite of the engagement of the 
United States, and the presence of their squadron, United States' vessels are 
very mucb employed in assisting the slave trade; they go out to the coast of 
Africa as American \'essels, and they carry with them articles of equipment 
things wbich can in a very short time be so arranged as to fit fhe '\'essels fOf 
receiving slaves. As long as they continue to wear the garb of American 
nationality our cruisers cannot meddle with them, but they have a number of 
Spanish, Portuguese, or Brazilian passengers on board, and when they get upon 
the coast, if they find tbat a cargo of slaves is ready in the barracoons, in a very 
few hours they embark the sla\'es, baving prepared tbe vessel for the purpose. 
Then the American papers are put away; the American master and crew become 
passengers, and the Spanisb, Portnguese, or Brazilian passengers assume the cha
racter of master and crew, and the Portuguese, or Brazilian, or the Spanish flag is 
hoisted, and away they go, taking their chance of making the run and escaping 
being intercepted. The motive for this is, that on the outward passage they 
escape molestation altogether, unless they fall in with an American cruiser, and 
even in tbat case, till they have slaves on ljoard, the American cruiser cannot 
by the American law detain them; he may search them, but hll cannot detain 
them; and then when tbey have on board the sla\'es which would enable the 
American cruiser to detain them, and wbich \vould subject them to be treated 
as pirates by the American law, they escape tbe liability to that severe punish
ment wbich attaches to the crew, and they then, if met and captured by a 
British, vessel under the Spanish, Portuguese, or Brazilian colours. are only liable 
to ha\'e the vessel confiscated and the slaves set free, but the crew are not subject 
to any punishment.· I should say that we haVE! repeatedly 'suggested to the 
American government that they should pass some law which should enable 
their cruisers to deal with vessels equipped for tbe slave trade, as well as with 
vessels having slaves on board, but tber ha\'e always said that tbeir law vir
tually does that, and that the equipment might be pleaded in evidence as a 
proof of the vessel being engaged in tbe slave trade. The Americans have sent 

. a few 
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a few vessels to their tribunals for trial, and in one or two cases they have even 
allowed our cruisers, to hand over to them vessels under suspicious circum
stances; but I do not think that there has been any condemnation in those 
cases. I have lately requested the French government to agree to a mutual 
interchange of returns of captured vessels, but as yet we have not made that 
exc:hange; but the French have taken some vessels. 

2. They have taken very few, have they not ?-They could not take many. 
The Americans have no power except over their own flag ;. 'they have no treaty 
to enable them to search any othllr flag, and the French have power over their 
own flag and vessels having no flag. 

3. In fact, the abolition service is performed by British ships almost exclu
sively, is it not ?-I should, say nearly so, except in proportion as the number of 
vessels ha\ing no flag continues to increase. 

4. What, in your opinion, would be the effect of establishing cruisers near 
the coast of Cuba and Bra2il, instead of on the African coast ?-I think that is 
absolutely. necessary; I know that a different doctrine was held !ome years 
ago. It was thought that the best method was to concentrate the whole force 

. upon the pIa" where the slave trade took its rise, and to leave Cuba and Bra2il 
without any cruisers. • I think experience has shown that you require a police 
on both sides of the Atlantic. I believe that a comparatively small force round 
Cuba and on the coast of Brazil would be sufficient, and the AdlJiralty are 
taking measures to place cruisers on both those stations. One reason why the 
·coast of Bra2il has been without cruisers for some time past is, that the whole 
naval force on that station was concentrated in the River Plate, in consequence 
of the operations that were going on by the French and British squadrons. 
I hope that tbat matter may be considered now on the eve of being satisfac
torilY'arranged, and then there will be available cruisers enough to keep watch 
upon the points (and they are not many) 9n the coast of Brazil where slaves 
can be landed. 

5. Have you any idea what force would be necessary effectually to blockade 
the coast of Brazil ?-I should say, speaking very vaguely, without having con
sulted the ArlmiraJl.y, six or eight vessels would be very effectual. There has 
not been for some time any material importation of slaves into the northern 
ports of Brazil; into some of them none at all; the chief importation has been 
at Rio and POI'ts to' the south of Rio. The Cuba slave trade, as far as our 
information goes, and it comes to us in different shapes, has for the last two 
years almos~ entirely ceased. "his is a memorandum which is JPade out in that 
department of my office which is charged with slave-trade lI'ffairs. I asked 
"What may be considered as the number of slaves imported into Cuba in 1846 
and 1847 ?" and the answer is, " In 1846, certainly under two thousand. The 
Comlnissioners were unable to ascertain that more than two cargoes had been 
actually landed. In 1847 one cargo of 240 was landed near .Trinidad de Cuba. 
These statements are strongly corroborated by the fact that no slave vessel 
engaged in the slave trade was captured by the African squadron either in 
1846 or 1847." There are two tests of the amount of the slave trade locally; the 
one is ill formation which the consuls and the Commissioners are able to obtain 
from time to time of the landing of slaves in Cuba, and the other test is the 
sailing and Hrrival of vessels to and from the coast of Africa, and from both of 
those tests I think we are entitled to infer that for the last two years the Cuba 
slave trade has been next to nothing. That has arisen chiefiy from stricter 
orders being sent by the government of Madrid to the governor·general of 
Cuba. I have not the least doubt that if the governor of Cuba chose to exert 
the powers vested in him by law, he might render it p..m:fectly impossible for 
any slaves to be landed in the island. There are IfiiiDy circumstances which 
led the Spanish government to give those orders; first, the pressing urgency of the 
British Government, and next, I believe, some alarm felt in Cuba itself of what 
might ari~e from the grea~ influx of raw negroes, and also a jealousy oA the 
part of the owners of existing estates of the multiplication, and thereby the 
competition of new estates. There was an insurrection in Cuba about three 
years ago, which excited a good deal of alarm and uneasiness. I cannot make 
so good a report as to Brazil, though even in Bra2il the number of slaves is 
~uch less than it had been in former times. As far as we can judge from' 
different reports, the number imported into Brazil in 1846 may be calculated 
at sometlling about 50,000 or more; I should say perhaps 60,000. We ~ave 
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Dot of course yet got returns to the end of 1847, but Lord Howden writes word 
on the 12th of November that he thinks that about 50,000 might have been 
landed in the cotm!e of the year 1847. and the reports we have had from the 
coast of Africa show that Brazilian slave traders are multiplying very much, 
and we have taken a good many. . 

6. Can you stat~ how many?-This is a return that I have had made out 
of the number of vessels that we have taken from 1837 to 1847. The total 
number of vessels 'Condemned, with slaves .on board, in those years was 176. 
Bnd the total number condemned for equipment, having no slaves on board 
was 389, making altogether 555. On board those Rlavers were 48,569 Slaves' 
of whom 43,668 were ultimately liberated, and the number of slaves which 
upon the comparison of tonnage might have been carried away in the 389 
vessels that were captured without slaves on board, is here estimated at 
J96,125. 

[His Lordship delivered in the Return; v'hich is a8 follo'U" :] 

RETURN of SLAn VESSELS Condemned by the Courts of Mixed CommissioD,\nd by the Courts 
of Vice-Admiralty, from 1887 to 1847 inoluBive. 

"(The.R.t ..... from the Mixed Courto are in Large Typo, th ... from the Vice-Admiralty CourtB in 
Small Tn") 

Number 
Numbn 'Number of Siavel 

of Slover. Total Number Number Numb~r ... hich V ('del. C'undemned 
YEAR. ofSI.1'r1'I Condemned of Slaven arSI ...... of SI."e, (or Eqoi prnent 

Con.demned for would bave been capable 
wilb Slaves. Equipment. Condemned. Captan!:d. Emncipated. at oarryi~g. , 

1837 { 24 5 29 7,237 6,518 1,917 - - uone. - - .- - -. 
1838 { 19 12 31 6,444 5,859. 6,767 - - none. - - - - -

{ !6 43 69 6,686 5,237 20,590 
1839 - - nODe. - - - - -

{ 4 26 80 1,016 
, 

994 10,231} 24 962 1840 - - 17 g,60o ~. 39 ~.643 1"'7~1 , 

1841 {-I; 20 25 1,188 1,167 7,080} - - ~7 46 4,780 'S_ 13,0" 20,091 

{ 1 9 10 450 440 4,1138} 1842 - - 14 .8 3._ 3,05' U,~lO 11,14R ..-
{ 2 11 13 830 808 4,700} 14 669 1843 - - 7 ~8 3· 10967 ],683 g,9fi9 ' 

{ 9 22 31 2,548 2,361 12,056} 18 803 .1844 - - 4 .. 13 I' g,034 ],776 6,837 ' 

{ 4 25 29 1,234 1,189 7.9851 "0 303 
1845 - - 6 I, ~3 g,sao 10994 lOo368j-' 

{ .. no:". ~ - - - -
1846 - - 61 66 1I,788 !1.4711 as.8.9 

{ Done. - - - - -
1847 - - . I. '5 35 ",889 !I.,loVo 14.99Vo 

TOTAL - - 176 389 666 48,669 43,668 196,125 

". Return. from Sierra Leone and St. Helena up to Sept. 30. Lta-rnB from the- other place. not received. 

Tht Committee would probably like to know the total number of -slaves 
emancipated from 1819. The number of slaves emancipated from 1819 to 1837, 
at Sierra Leone, was 69,000. There were actually registered in Sierra Leone 
56935 and land at Fernando Po about 600; sent to the West Indies about 
3,000, ~nd emancipated by the Vice-Admiralty ~ou~ts about 5,~00, ~aking a 
total of 65,535, and there died between emancipation and regIstration 3,465, 
making 69,000. 

7. Can 
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7; Can you state to the Committee how many negroes there are in any 
British possessions, at liberty to be imported to the West Indies ?-None have 
been sent to the West Indies, except a few who were,_mded at Fernando Po, 
which is not a British possession; they are at Sierrar'eone, and the Foreign 
Office has no means of knowing how many there are now at Sierra Leone; 
the Colonial Office would probably be able to give that information. 

8. Are you able to speak to the facilities that offer on the coast of Africa 
for the emigration of negroes frollJ .the Kroo and Fish nations? - I have inquired 
whether there are any documents in the Foreign Office that show the number 
of those tw6 nations, but I find there are none. I should think, from general 
information, that there would be a great disposition on their part to go to the 
West Indies, if they were 'quite certain that their return would be equally free, 
and that they· would get good wages while there; indeed, I believe thete has 
been already some emigration; but that is a matter which the Colonial Office 
would be better able to spealf to. • 

9. The Foreign Office does not happen to have become acquainted with the 
numbers 1-No; I inquired about that, and I was told that there were no papers 
whicp. showed the number of the Fish and Kroo nations. The report given me 
is this, "Captain DenIlllln, in his- evidence before the Committee of the House 
of Commons, represents the Kroomen and Fishlllen as occupying toWTf within 
the same part of the coast, but the Fishmen extend both further north and 
further south, and are by far the m()st numerous race. The precise limits of 
the parts of the coast inhabited by these tribes is not known, neither is the 
number of the population." 

10. Do you know whether it is as much as 60,000 or 70,000 ?-I have no 
information upon the subject. • 

·11. Can you state with what degree of good faith the different governments, 
and the officers of the governmentso of Brazil and Spain, in Cuba and Porto 
ilico, have carried out the treaties and engagements with this country, both as 
regards the comiiving, or otherwise, at the importation of slaves, and especially 
as regards the treatment of the emancipados in Cuba?- I will first take the 
Spanish branch; I do not believe that there has ever been much slave trading 
in Porto Rico. Cuba has been a great seat of the slave trade till within the 
last two years. The laws of Spain positively prohibit the introduction of any 
new negroes as slaves into Cuba; but the laws of SpaiI;l on the one hand, and 
the treaty with Great Britain on the other, were utterly and entirely disregarded 
by the local authorities of Cuba, and the slave trade was not only connived at, 
but protected, as far as it could be done, without openly giving to the British 
officers there, the consul, and the commissioners, facts which, could not be 
denied. There was always a certain degree of concealment in the landing of 
cargoes, in order that the governor might be enabled, when the case was stated 
to him, to say, as he invariably did, that he had made inquiries, and found that 
there was no ground whatever for the information which our people had 
received. A duty was also paid to the government for every African landed. 
so that it becllJlle a source of revenue to the local government; besides which, 
almost all the officers of the government, from the highest to the lowest, derived 
some profit from the transactions in the way of bribes and fees. It seems, by 
accounts which we have had for the last two years, that the Spanish government 
has put an end to this practice, and 1 hope will continueo to do so. The present 
g:Jvernor was eomplained of, when first he went; but the Spanish minister here 
always said, "When strict orders are given him, he will obey them;" and it seed 
that that obedience has of late bl"en practically enforced. Therefore in reference 
to the importation of new negroes, it does not appear that for the last two years 
there has been much to complain of in Cuba. The situation of the emancipados 
is still very bad. I have found it exceedingly difficult to ascertain at all what 
number of emancipados still remain. There cannot be more than a few 
thousands, but one calculation makes it about 12,000; another calculation 
not much above 1,200. By treaty these slaves, who were the cargoes of cap· 
tured vessels, and who were emancipated by the decree of the Mixed Court of 
Commission, ought to have been employed for a certain number of years in 
some way with a view to teach them mechanical trades, and instruct them in 
religion, and proper}t to fit them for earning their livelihood as ordinary 
members of society; that was the enga.,ooement of the treaty; but the practice 
has been to treat them as slaves, with this only difference, that they have Jiot 
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~~ght liou. Lord been so well kept as slaves, because the slave belongs to some owner who has 
uct. ~u:-enrtOlf. an interest, to a certain extent, in not destroying his animal; but the emanci-

. '. pado belongs to nobody.be is let out by the government froin one person to-
.n February 184'. another for periods of ":/lve years. The person to whom the man is olet pays 

down a sum at once for his labour during the time, and therefore they a1'8 like 
hack horses, in whose maintenance nobody has any interest. They are let out 
in gangs to work; some are employed as lamplighters, and some as scavengers, 
and some are let out to landowners, to be empl(lyed upon their estates, and in 
these different ways, the lease of them never being for more than five years, is 
renewed from time to time, 80 much money being paid upon each occasion for 
renewal. We have made constant representations to the Spanish government 
against this practice, and urged tbat the emancipados should all be set free. 
We have urged that, as the only method of securing their freedom; they should 
be sent to one of our West Indian Islands where slavery does not exist. The 
Spanish government has yielded inoprinciple, but not much in practice. Every 
month the governor of Cuba sends to our consul-general a numbell of emanci
pados, varying from a dozen to 20, to whom he says libp.rty has been given> 
and who are to be conveyed to Jamaica, or any other of our islands. The 
nllmber I forget· exactly, but it is a few hundreds thatJlave been so sent, 'and 
they constantly contend that these are the only emancipados who have acquired. 
sufficient-instruction, moral, religious, and mechanical; to fit them for being 
independent agents. 

12. Do you remember the correspondence with the consul-general at the 
end of 1846, the result of which was, that the governor·general refused to COl'

respond further in the matter?-We have not heard anything lately of the 
company to which the Queen ;Mother was supposed to belong; but I have 
represented more than once to the Spanish government, that we have been 
informed, that the wife of the governor-general was interested in the letting 
out of these emancipados, but the assertion was very indignantly denip.d by 
the Spanish minister here, and we have had no report throu'gh the Spanish 
government of the result of their inquiry in Cuba. O'Donnell is recalled, and 
another governor is going out, who is said to be a very honourable man, and 
likely to do his duty. . 

13. Do you believe the common story, that General O'Donnell is in the habit 
of receiving, as his own perquisite, five doubloons for each slave, and that so 
much was received for each emapcipado let out i-I am in possession of no 
more detailed information on these matters than is contained in the papers 
that were laid before Parliament. I have no doubt that money was paid for 
the importation. of new negroes, and 1 have no doubt that money was received 
for the hire of the emancipados; to whom the money went, or how it was 
applied, I can have no knowledge.' . 

14. Mr. Wilson.] Did I understand your Lordship to say that government 
levied a duty upon the importing of slaves i-I call it a d~ty.. because it was 
a fixed sum paid by.the importer to government.. • 

15. Notwithstanding it was illegal i-Notwithstanding it was illegal. 
16. Sir E. oBu.l'ton.) It was a sort of bonus ?-You may call it a bribe or a 

bonus, but it was a consideration for the government abstaining from prevent
ing the importation. 

17. Mr. Wilson.] It went to the revenue of the island?-Part would have 
g&ne to the revenue of the island and part to private individualR. 1 believe there 
was a fixed sum paid lo government for each negro imported, and that besides 
that bribes were given to the whole of the officers of customs and police, in 
order to induce them to wink at ,what was doing. The illegality stands on 
more than one ground; there is a treaty, which binds the Spanish Crown to 
prevent the importation of negroes; and there is a law of Ferdinand the itb, 
by which it is illegal to import slaves into any Spanish colony, and by which, 
moreover, any slave imported in violation of that law, is ipso facto entitled to 
hi.~ freedom; so that, in truth, if the thing was minutely investigated, I doubt 
whether one might not 06ay that at least two-thirds of the negroes in Cuba 
are, by the Spanish law, freemen; it is only those who were born in the country 
who would ever be liable to servitude. 

18. We have no means of knowing the proportion born to those who have 
been imported ?-No. 

19. Chairman.] 
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19. Chairman.] In 1823 Mr. Canning, upon the occasion of some just com
plaint of this country had against the slavers or pirates of Cuba, threatened tp 
take possession of Cuba, did he not ?-I am not aware; I have no knowledge 
one way or the other upon that. . 12 February 1848• 

20. 'With respect to the destruction of barracoons on the coast of Africa; at. 
a former period Captain Denman destroyed the barracoous; since that it has 
been decided to be illegal, has it not ?-Captain Denman destroyed the ,barra
coons under circumstances which led the Government, of which I was then a 
member, to approve entirely of wtat he had done; but those circumstances 
have led to legal proceedings; the trial is coming otl on Monday, and I am to 
be a witness on that occasion. But part of the arrangements between the 
English and French Governments, with a view to the suppression· of the slave 
trade, 'and part of the treaty is, that treaties should be made by the two powers 
with the chiefs on the African coast, binding those chiefs to prevent the slave 
trade from going on within their limits, and several treaties have been made in 
pursuance of that engagement. By those treaties the chiefs engage to expel 
any European 'Who should be guilty of the slave trade; and if they are unable to 
do it, under certain circumstances the English and French forces will be allowed 
to land and do it for them. I think when we have made a chain of such trea
ties all along the slave-tradjng part of Africa, that will more than anyth!ng else 
tend to prevent the traffic. . 

21. 'To advert again to the matter of the emancipados, and to your observa
tion, that if the truth could be got at, a very large proportion of the slaves of 
Cuba would be entitled to their freedom under the Spanish law made in pur
suance of treaties. Under the law of nations should we not have a right to 
insist upon their fulfilment of the spirit of taose treaties, by the complete 
enforcement of their law?- It might be a doubtful matter. I think it is a 
complicated case. 

22. Has the Foreign Office turned its attention in any way to the possibility 
of obtaining by treaty free labourers from the Portuguese coast of Africa, which 
I believe extends 1,500 miles on the west coast and 1,000 on the east. Do you 
conceive that it would be possible, by entering into any treaty with Portugal, 
to come to an arrangement that there should be access on the part of the 
West Indian planters to the African shore, "ith a view to obtain bona fide free 
emigrants i-I should apprehend that there would be great danger of abuse 
from any attempt to obtain free labourers in a country where slavery exists; 
the chances would be, that such exportation of free labourers would very soon 
become nothing less than an exportation of slaves. With regard to both the 
Kroo and Fish nations, who are free, of course no such danger could exist; but 
I should fear that if the West Indian proprietor were to go to the Portuguese 
coast to get free labourel'll, he would in point of fact become a slave trader. 

23. Might not that be provided for by Government regulations, and by the 
appointment of Government officers ?-It would be very difficult. 

24. Mr. Wilson.] Would the proprietor get them if he did not pay for them 1-
-I doubt it. 

25. Clulirman.] To what extent are the people slaves on the Portuguese 
coast; there is no slave-dealing suffered there ?-The Portuguese law allows 
the Portuguese to be owners of slaves on the African coast; I have lately pro
posed to all the governments who have establishments on the coast of Africa; 
to pass a law prohibiting for the future any of their subjects in Africa from 
-purchasing or owning slaves, but t have not yet had an answer to that except 
from the l"rench government. 

26. Sir E. Btl$ton.] The export of sugar from CUQa has increased of late 
years (-It has; there were papers prepared for the motion of Mr. Hume, 
relating to the slave trade in Cuba and Brazil; they are ready to be laid before 
The House, and will be useful to the Committee. With regard to Cuba, they 
show what the increase of augar has been. This is an extract from a despatch 
from the Commissioners of the Havanna, of 1st January 1847: they say, "In. 
our former annual reports we have always submitted our views on the subject 
as connected with the productions of the island, showing how that in the years 
1835, 1836, and 1837 the exports of sugar, though much higher than in former 
years, only averaged about bOO,OOO boxes or 100,000 tons per aunum; they 
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!light Hoo. Lon! have since been constantly increasing, until in 1844 they reached the enormous 
Yiocc. Palwr~, amount of 847,000 boxes from this part and Matanzas, although the hurricane 
__ .. r._ of J844 affected the cane so much as to reduce the exports in the following 

1t February 11+8 year to less than 366,000 boxes." They attribute the increase of sugar very 
. . much to the transfer of labourers from coffee to sugar. 

27. Cltairman.] Which may wo perhaps account for the slave trade not 
having increased 1-Yes. 

28. Has there not been some reason to suppose that those are not eman
cipados at all, but persons. obnoxious to the government, who are sent away 
from the other country on that account 1-No, I have no reason to suppose 
that; ·they are men, women, and children, and seem to be of a class of labourel'8 
who cannot excite any apprehension on the part of government. 

29. Mr. Turnbull, in his evidence, stated something of that sort some years 
ago ?-It is possible it may have been so in former. times; but if I were to 
make a criticism upon the descriptions of persons sent, I should say that they 
are generally either persons past the power of useful work, or young children. 

30. Sir E. Buxton.] Have you any account of the number of ships captured 
by the French squadron ?-No; we have agreed upon an interchange of 
returns. 

31. Cl.ainnan.] And you are not aware of the number captured by the 
Spanish or American squadron '!-No. . 

32. But you believe them to be very few?-The Americans have captured 
very few, three or four only. 

33. Mr. Wilson.] Have the Americans a squadron now upon the coast of 
Africa r-They have two vessels, a frigate and a smaller vessel; we have repre
sented that to the American 'government, but they say it was an accidental 
circumstance, owing to some of the cruisers going home, and the reliefs not 
having arrived. . 

34. They are obliged, like us, to maintain 80 guns ?-They cannot maintain 
less than 80 guns. 

35. But that might be in one vessel ?-Yes. 
36. Sir E. Buxton.] The returns which you alluded to of the number of 

slaves in Cuba includes Porto Rico, does it not 1-Yes; but we had never any 
reason to believe there was any material slave trade in Porto Rico. 

37. Chairman.] Consul-general Crawford says in this letter, addressed to 
Lord Aberdeen on the lOth of June 1846, "The reselling of the .emancipados, 
which has been going on for some time past under the direction and sanction 
of the captain-general, is the public topic of conversation here. The gas com
pany has been provided by his Excellency with lamplighters to the number of 
bO. or more for five years, and the price is stated at five ounces for each. Her 
Majesty the Queen Mother is the principal shareholder of this company, repre· 
t;ented here by Colonel Don Antonio Parejo, who is one of the directors. It is 
said that upwards of 5,000 of those unfortunate wretches have been resold at 
rates from five to nine ounces, by which upwards of 600,000 dollars has been 
made in the government-house, one-sixth of which was divided amongst the 
underlings, <from the colonial secretary downwards; besides which, provision 
has been made fQr Mrs. O'Donnell (now Countess of Luceago), by transferring 
400 emancipados to the Marquis de las Delicias, chief judge of the Mixed 
Court, and one of, if not, the greatest slaveholders in this island,. for her 
·account, so as that she may derive an income from their labour, under the 
marquis's management, of 4,000 dollars per month. I have not the smallest 
doubt as to the trutlt of the whole of these statements; the first, as to the 
lamplighters, I know to be ·true." This is signed by " Jos. T. Crawford, Consul~ 
~eneral in Cuba," and addressed to Lord Aberdeen. Is it yonr opinion that 
·those abuses are now b\"ought to an end i-I am afraid not. With regard to 
the emancipados still remaining in the country, with the exception of the few 
that from time to time are sent to the British consul-general for transmission 
to Jamaica, I should fear that they are still hired out for limited periods, and 
that when those limited periods are expired, they are hired out again on tlte 
payment of a sum of money. 
.'38. AnothE'l' letter, dated December the 2d, 1845, received in January, by 
Lord Aberdeen, from Consul-general Crawford, says, "I beg leave to lay before 
your Lordship copy of a correspondence which.f have lately had with Captain... 

general. 
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geneTal O'Donnell relative to two expeditions of negroes which were lantled on 
this island. My letters were returned to me, and in' the last note his Excel
lency informs me that all my communications having reference to such matters 
will be sent back under a simple cover. I have also the honour of enclosing 
herewith the copy of another letteT which, immediately afterwards, I had 
occasion to address to the captain-general. but which he returned under a 
cover without any note whatever. AnotheT expedition is said to be gone from 
this port to . the coast. The trade seems to have taken a new impulse. and 
doub'tless will be- carried on vigoroUSly, seeing that there is no difficulty in land
ing here if they escape capture on the African coast." Do you think that there 
is any reason to hope that this statement of Consul-general Crawford was not 
well founded; or that there has been any reform in the conduct of Captain
general O'Donnell since that time r-l think there must have been a change in 
General O'Donnell's conduct since that time if that is true, as we have reason 
to believe that very few slaves had been landed in the last two years, 1846 and 
]847; that was in 1845. 

39. I see that Consul Lindegren, in June 1846, speaking of certain slavers, 
says, " I am certain, from the information I obtained, that none of these slaves 
were landed on the island. but the whole of them were disposed of in the island 
of Cuba, and I ascertained the prices at which they had been sold." Can we 
safely trust to the reports made by the governor of Cuba, imbued with such a 
spirit as he appears to be. when he reports that the importation of slaves has 
been put an end to 1-We can only go by information sent us from persons 
who alone are able to communicate anything to us; there is the consul-general 
on the one hand-- ' 

40. Is Consul-general Crawford there still ?-Yes. And the Commissioners 
of the Mixed Court on the other; and they hav"e means of getting information, 
and I should think they could not be very far from the truth. 

41. Mr. :Jr. Gibson.] What has been the result of the importation 'of free 
labourers intI? Cuba ?-It does not appear to have been very successful. Here 
is a despatch from the Acting Commissioner of the Havana, dated 9th of Octo
ber 1847; he says, " Respecting the Chinese labourers recently introduced from 
Amoy, under the contract which was made by this government and !\Ir. Zulueta 
of London, I have the honour to acquaint your Lordship that the conditions as 
to maintenance, clothing, &c. entered into with Mr. Tait, the Spanish consul at 
Amoy, have been faithfully performed. The coolies themsel~es, it appears, are 
a worthless set, with very few exceptions, lazy, and of bad habits and propen
sities; they have refused to work. Some instances of coercion (although 
prohibited) were had recourse to, and the result has been the murder of tht, 
overseers. In many instances the coolies have been returned to the Junta, 
and I can safely assure your Lordship that the importation of the 600 which 
have been brought from Arnoy is a failure to all intents and purposes. The 
Junta de l<'omento, nevertheless, has reported favourably of the measure in 
general, although this opinion is to be understood liS applying to Asiatics of 
a better description. The Intendente has not encouraged the bringing of 
more labourers from Asia, whilst the Ayuntamiento of the city reports, that 
]0 Europeans. whether Germans, Biscarpros, or Scotch, are hetter to be im
ported as labourers than 100 Asiatics, and proposed to authorize a contract, at 
125 dollars each, for European labourers to a Mr. Goicuria, with a grant of 
land whereon to try an experimental colony of white labourers only, and to 
permit him to bring in as many as 500 a year for 10 or 20 years, the whole 
to be under the inspection of the local government, and this it is understoOlI 
will be carried into effect forthwith. 

42. Mr. Hope.] On the east coast of Africa is there any portion of land in 
which the slave trade is not carried on, and from which free labourers might 
be l'xpected ?-lmmediately north of our occupation, the Portuguese territory 
extends from, I think, Delagoa Bay up to where the wrritory of the Imaum of 
Muscat's comes in, and his territory goes up to Cape Delgado. Throughout 
the whole ofthe Portuguese territory the slave trade is actively carried on, and 
the Imaum of Muscat is " great slave trader. though we have been pressing him 
very hard of late. and have got a right of search and confiscation with regard 
to vessels having slaves in them. We have also obtained from the Portuguese 

, a renl'wal of the permission which they had given. but which had been sus· 
pended, that our cruisers on the coast of Africa should be allowed to pursue 
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and capture slavers within their territorial jurisdiction in any place where they 
have no fort or town of their own. That will enable us to pursue slavers into 
rivers, and creeks, and bays within the Portuguese territory, where otherwise 
without specific permission, we should have no right to go. On the east 
coast of Africa the want of that permission had very much tended for thA 
moment to increase and encourage the slave trade. The French have imported 
into Bourbon a good number of what are called free labourers, but we have rea
son to believe that they were bought. 

43. Chairman.] Madagascar, 1 believe, is free ; there is no slavery tllere 1_ 
It is difficult to say what the civil condition of the people of Madagascar is' 
it is an absolute tyranny; they do not, I believe, export their people, but th~ 
queen would have no hesitation in selling any number of her subjects. 

Arthltl' Crooke, Esq., called in; and Examined. 

44. Chail'nlflli. yOU are a Merchant at Liverpool ?-I am. 
45. You bave had transactions in most parts of the world ?-~ly family have; 

my brothers have. 
46. Since 1840 you have been personally engaged in sugar cultivation in the 

East Indies ?-We have. 
4i. Can you give to this Committee a history of your transactions in sugar 

cultivation, and any details on the subject of sugar cultivation in the East 
Indies ?-I think I can. I will take the sugar cultivation first. In the spring 
of 1840 our partner and brother in India, seeing that the cultivation in the 
West Indies was falling off, and having reason to suppose that the cultiva
tion of sugar in Tirhoot could be successfully followed by Europeans, purchased 
a factqry that had originally been an indigo factory; not in Tirhoot, but in 
Sarun, on the confines of Tirhoot. 

48. Tirhoot is about 500 miles up the Ganges i-It is 330 miles in a straight 
line from Calcutta, but the road is very circuitous to it. By water navigation. 
owing to the tortuosity of the river, I should say Ii boat would have to go near 
1,000 miles up to my factory. 

49. Your produce has to be carried that distance by water 1-lt has. I,have 
not got the statistics with me from the factory that I should like to have, and 
therefore all my evidence will be from memory. It is three years since I was on 
the factory. In the first year we cultivated 700 begahs of cane; a begah being 
.nearly an acre. The cultivation was entirely a new one to Europeans, Tirhoot 
not having been a grE'.at sugar country, and we having everything to learn as to 
the cultivation and selection of soils and the proper time for planting; the ma
nufacture was entirely new to the parties in the neighbourhood on any but the 
native principle, whilst we adopted the West Indian. 

50. Mr. Labouchere.] ;Was it virgin soil that you broke up :-Not Virgin 
.soil. 

51-2. What sort of cultivation had it been applied to before ?-The general 
cultivation of the district; some of our land had been in indigo, but had been 
.abandoned for many years as indigo land. 

53. What was the quality of the soil ?-Various qualities. Tne two descrip
tions of soil worthy of notice that we have there may be classed as bpongah 
and phoolponky. The phoolponky soil exists on the banks of the Bogmutty 
River, two miles distant from the works. The boongah soil is situated directly 
round the works. A stream passes directly under the works, not navigable 
-except during the rains. .The Bogmutty, a very large river, is about two miles 
distant fl'Om the factory, and it, for 200 miles, as the river winds, but, perhaps, 
for 60 miles, straight, is also not navigable, except during the rains, save in 
Hat-bottomed boats. ihe phooIponky soil is an alluvial soil, which has been 
'thrown up by the Bogmutty River more recently than the formation of the 
boongah soil; indeed, I should say that the boongah soil was an original 
formation, whereas the other was merely the successive layers of the deposits 
of the Bogmutty River. The boongah soil is very difficult to work; a very dry 
soil; but having the reputation in the Benares district of being the best 
adapted to cane, we put the most of our cultivation in it, and avoided the 
()ther, which afterwards proved to be the best soil for cane. 

54. Mr. 
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54. Mr. Wilson.] Had the cultivation of sugar previously to,that period 
been carried on in the neighbourhood by the natives ?-. Not as an article 
,of export for Calcutta, but for local consumption, principally to use with 
tl'bacco. 

5.5. When you commenced your cultivation, did you adopt the native cane, 
-or did you import a new cane ?-The first year we imported as much Otaheite 
cane from the Company's gardenA as we could get; it was a favour to get any 
.at all. 

56. You know theeompany ca1lM the Tirhoot Company?-PerfectJy. 
57. Chairman.] Your caDe fields are principally cultivated by cattle and the 

plough, and not so much by hand as in former times in the West Indies ?-
I cultivate almost entirely by th~ plough. . 

58. You have already stated that you introduced the Otaheite cane?-We 
illanted a little Otaheite cane the first year that we established the cultivation. 

59. ¥ou reckon that the produce of an acre of land is about six maunds of 
sugar ?-I should say that six maunds of sugar is a full average per acre of 
Dative cane. . 

60. How much is a maund ?-Eighty-two pounds. I may mention that 
when we first established this factory, we had great difficulty in getting the 
supply of such cane seed as we wanted; we had to send many miles for it, and 
owing to the want of a proper number of bullocks and other necessary arrange
ments in a factory newly established, we were rather late in getting our cane 
seE'd into the ground; consequently we had to take whatever cane we could 
get for seed in the neighbourhood. A great proportion of it was of very 
inferior quality, which we neyer cultivated afterwarus; it is called the Ne·, 
gouree cane: it is not thicker than my little finger. There are three qua
'lities of native cane in that district. There is the Chinea, which is the best; 
and there is the Bogga cane, which is peculiar to t~e neighbo'lrhood ofBogga, 
upon the Ghunduck, which is 46 miles from my factory. We found, upon 
l'xperiment, that, of the natiye cane, the Chinea was the best. It is a cane 
'which was,no doubt, brought originally from China, whence its name, Chinea. 
Besides, afterwards on introducing every variety of cane we could get from 
Calcutta, we found the Chinea cane to be nearly like the China cane; the China 
cane was from the Company's gardens. The Otaheite cane did 1I0t succeed 
,the first year. 

6 J. That was in conseqnence of its not being planted at the right period? 
-I have little dcubt that that was the reason. The next year we turned our 
attention more to the Chinea cane than any othell. The third year we 
attempted' to grow as much Otaheite cane as we'could. In the year 1844, for 
.the manufacture of 184S, I had planted, as far as my recollection will carry 
me back, '120 acres of Otaheite cane; some of it succeeded, more especially 
that which was planted in the month of September 1844; some of it was so 
,good that I sold it at from 300 to 350 rupees an acre, 301. to 35/. an acre, for 
seed; but out of the 120 acres that 1 had, I should sny that not above 60 were 
really good. Since that we have paid'mol'e attention than ever to the Otaheite 
cane. On the 12th of August last my manager, who had but just joined the 
.factory, writes to me stating that he has been over the cultivation and 
measured it personally, and made it 230 acres or begahs of Otaheite calle; 
H acres of red cane, that is the red Bourbon cane; 233 acres of country 
cane, of w hnt we call the first growth; and 116 acres ot' '" hat we call koonties, 
tbe second year's growth. 

62. For how many years do they bear rattooning 1-W e occasionally take the 
country cane for one year's rattooning; the Otaheite cane we have never 
found to succeed the second year in Tirhoot; the total cultivation this season 
was 623 acres; 230 Otaheite, 44 Red Bourbon, and 349 native; out of which, 
22 acres of Otaheite cane are pronounced to have failed; five acres of the 
~ountry cane had failed, and 'none of the koonties; leaving 597 acres for grind-

. mg, and for seed. ' 
63. Tirhoot is ex-tropical ?-It is. 
64. And subject to great droughts ;-Yes. ' 
65. Much more so than the West Indies 1-Much more. 
66. And also to inundationsr-Very aubject to inundations. 

0·32. c 3 67. In 

Arthur Cruul-e, 
Esq, 
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AriA"r Croolce, 67. In the manufacture of sugar, did you first have recourse to cattle mills ? 
Esq. -We had. 

F b 6S. Did you find that the cattlt' mills were not strong enougb to grind the 
u e ruary 1848• native cane?-We did. 

69. The native cane is much harder than the Otaheite ?-Very much harder. 
70. Did you then send to England for the most improved steam machinery? 

-We did. 
71. Can you state what capital you laid out in machinery and in new build

ings ?-In April 1841 we sent out two sugar mills at the cost, in England, of 
443 l. Besides that, we had made in Calcutta a set of sugar pans upon the 
West India principle .. 

72. Do you recollect the expense of those 1;-No, I cannot bear it in mind; 
but the cost of the machinery in Calcutta would be half more, perhaps double,. 
than what we could get it for here in England. In June 1842 we sent out a sct 
of sugar pans on the West India principle, invoiced at 630 I. . In August we 
sent out a steam engine costing 1,350 l., and also sundries appertaining to it, 
costing 93 l.: 2,716 l. has been the cost of the machinery sent out from 
England. 

73· Is the cost of the transit from Calcutta to Tirhoot very large I-The 
cost of the transit from Calcutta to Tirhoot is very great, and the risk is 
enormous. We could not get this machinery insured. It occupied a vast 
number of native boats. . The risk was considered so great at the insurance 
offices, that they would only insure it boat by boat; and if one boat had gone 
down, the whole cane crop of the year would have been useless, and we should 
only have recovered the value of the pieces lost, which we should have had 
to get renewed from England tl,te next year. However. it all arrived safe, and 
was erected by an engineer who had been brought up at the foundry where 
the machinery was made. 

74. Of course you had to construct buildings suitable to this machinery?
We had, buildings which had never been erected in the country before. 

75. And a tall chimney ?-One of my chimneys is 60 feet high; and few if 
any of the workmen had ever been so high in their lil'es before. 

76. Mr. Wilson.] What was the chief cause of the risk in ~ending the 
machinery up the country 1-The navigation is very dangerous indeed. The 
boats are built so very light. To show what risk there was: In getting out 
one heavy piece of machinery the mere pressure of one corner of it upon 
the bottom of the boat opened the whole bottom out; .and if it had not 
been for our filling up the holes very quickly with mud, which was near at 
hand, the whole boat-load of machinery would have gone to the bottom. 

77. Chairman·1 How do the boats make their way against the stream 1-
They sail when they can; but at that season of the year they are mostly towed 
up by boatmen walking on the banks of the river. 

78. The sugar which you manufactured was of a very fine..kind 1-It is very 
good muscovado, on the spot; what we would call, as it was in the curing 
boxes, fine brown muscovado sugar. 

79. With regard to the various expenses of the cultivation, upon what terms 
do you hold the land 1-We rent it from the native zemindars; the leases cif 
our factory comprise nine years; we rent it"for nine years, paying an annual 

.. rent, instalments monthly. 
So. What is the rent ?-I have not got a statement of it with me. 
SI. Mr. Goulburn.] Is it so much an acre ?-No; we pay so much a village. 
82. Sir E. Buxton.] Can you at all state what the rent is ?-I have not got 

a statement with me; I know what we credit ourselves for the land we cul
tivate. 

83. What do you calculate the value of your sugar land at ?-I should say 
that on our factory we put a rental on the land that we have in cultivation of 
3 j to 4 rupees an acre; we debit ourselves with the highest rent of any land 
in the villages in which we have cane. 'Ve have 597 acres· in cultivation, 
according to the latest accounts; but the accounts of that factory are never 
sent home; they are always sent to Calcutta. 

S4. Mr. Goulburn.] Is the whole of the land which you estimate at 3 I to 4 
rupees an acre, cultivated in canes ?-That is what we cultivate ourselves; the 
average rent of the villages would be nothing near that. We have some land 

that 
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that we cannot get eight annas, that is 1 8., an acre for; but in those villages Artlour Crook, 
we are debiting ourselves at 3 j rupees; at four rupees for the best land. Esq. 

8.5. Sir T. Birch.] How many aores have you on the whole ?-I dare say 
we have under our charge 5,000 or 6,000 acres of land. U Febl'Wll'7 18+&. 

86. Taken upon the terms you have mentioned ?-Yes. 
87. Chairman.] What is the rate of wages you pay ?-We pay a labourer, 

a man that works with a hoe, an able-bodied labourer, 5 pice a day; 100 pice 
are a rupee; 20 men for 2 8.; about 11 d. a day per man. 

8S. You are only obliged to employ the men at the periods when you require 
them, not the whole year through ?-Not the whole year through. 

89. Can you say what portion of the year it is that you employ them 1-
I could find employment for many more natives than I can command in my 
own villages, for every month but July, August, and part of September, when 
it is usually impossible to cultivate the land in consequence of the continued 
rains; I never fOund I could get too many men. . 

90. Are they coolies ?-Yes. 
91. How do you estimate the work that those coolies do, as compared with 

Africans ?-I have never been in the West Indies, nor have I seen Africans 
working under a tropical sun; but West India planters, who have been in Tir" 
hoot, engaged in the manufacture of sugar, have estimated the work of six 
coolies, as we have them in Tirhoot, as equal to one negro, at the present time, 
in the West Indies. . 

92. Equal to one free negro 1-. Yes. 
93· Is it that they are ignorant, or that they are weak ?-They are both 

weak, and working for small pay, they will do as little work as they possibly 
can. The only way that we have of checking their work is by having a great 
number of native servants to superintend them in the field, who every morn
ing send lists of the number of people at work in certain spots where we 
are planting or weeding, or whatever we are doing; and in the evening they 
bring the measurement of the quantity of work they have done, whether it is 
weeding or hoeing, or whatever it may be; but for this we should get, indeed, 
small work from them. 

94· Do you employ the men and pay the men by task-work at all 1-1 never 
did on my factory; it is done in some parts of Tirhoot, where labour is very 
abundant. 

95· Is it succ~ssful there 1-1 believe they do consider it successful. 
96. Mr. GOlilburn.] What number of those superintendents do you employ 

over a certain number of the coolies ?-If we can get what we call one mate to 
20 men, we pay hinl extra price, and he does no. work, but merely superintends 
them, and he again is superintended by a lollah, a factory servant. 

97· Sir T. Birch.] How many coolies do 'you require for the cultivation of 
600 acres ?-I should mention that we do not cultivate all this land ourselves. 

98. Mr. Hope.l When you engage with those workmen, do you contract with 
o~e of them for the ~ervices of the whole, or do you contract with each indi
Vidual labourer ?-Each individual labourer is paid by the lollah, the factory 
servant; we are very particular in seeing that they get their pice. 

99· C~airmall.] Are you subject to any land taxes ?-The zemindar has the 
land subject to a tax. 
• 100. That is prud out of the rent you pay to him ?-The zemindar has to pay 
It out of the rent we pay him. 

101. Do you know what the land tax is ?-1 can only call to mind one village 
that we have, where we pay to the zemindar 3,300 or 3,400 rupees a year; the 
land tax upon that, 1 have always heard, was 800 rupees; that is 800 rupees 
upon 3,400. 

102. Mr. WiI6oll.] The zemindar pays 800 rupees, and you pay him 3,300 
or 3,400?-Yes. 

103. Sir T. Birch.] Your transaction is entirely with the zemindar?-Yes. 
104· Chairman.] As regards the manufacture of rum are there any duties 

or restrictions of any kind ?-There are a great many restrictions in India upon 
the manufacture of rum. In the first place, we are bound to build the rum 
factory under government regulations, walled in in a particular manner, with 
a house for the government excise officer to live in. Weare also bound to 
put up stills capable of producing 300 gallons of proof spirit per diem. We 
are also obliged to deposit 60QI. of Company's paper in the hands of the 

0·32. c 4 government 
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AriA",. Croo~" government in Calcutta as a security for good behaviour. 'Ve are also bound 
EO'l' to pay the government servant who superintends our works, and whose pay is 

usually as high 01' higher than the pay of our highest servants in the factory. 
12 February 1848. We are also under very great restrictions with respect to passes. 

] 05. By" passes" do you mean for the conveyance of the rum to Calcutta? 
-Yes: perhaps I can best explain this subject by reading a letter which [ 
have from a person who had charge of a rum factory of ours in India. It 
says, "The regulations are that no distillery shall be erected to work on the 
European principle that is not capable of producing 300 gallons, spirits equaI 
t6 London proof, per diem; but they do not compel you to make that quantity 
daily; you may make as much or as little as you please. At Rejouteah there 
were three stills, one 1,000 gallons, one 800, and one 1>00. When J was there 
the contents of the two former, which came out considerably under proof, were 
redistilled in the small one, which }ielded spirit from 30 to about 45 or 47 
over proof: the produce depended so much on the quality of Mle material, tllat 
it is quite impossible to say how much one maund of molasses would yield, but 
I think the cost of the rum when manufactured was not to come to more than 
three or four annas per gallon .. The pay of the darogah" (that is the govern
ment servant) "was II> rupees a month, one of them at least, for they were 
changed, and I am not sure the last gentleman whom you saw did not receive 
more; however, II> rupees is within the mark. I do not consider the regulation 
regarding the quantity of spirits the distillery is obliged to be capable of 
'manufacturing daily any objection to Europeans in India; it merely prevents 
the erection of a lot of little stills allover the country; even the niggers are not 
allowed to have their butties or stills nearer than five coss from each other. 
As to the darogah or excise officer, who is obliged to be maintained on the 
premises, I have heard many people grumbling at him; as they say, if govern
ment place hiro. there as their servant, they ought to pay him; it is dis
gusting enough to see him there, without haling to fork out, as you know:~ 
This gentleman, whom I recollEct well, when I went up to this rum factory,. 
was dressed in fine red and yellow clothes, kept his ponies, &c. at the factory, 
set all the servants at defiance, and gave an endless amount of trouble; 
at tlle same time. being a perfect eyesore tllere. "The delay in procuring 
passes before you can make a chulan is awful, especially when' the dis
tmery is situated at a long distance from the station where the collector 
of the district resides, as was the case at Rejouteah. In the first place, 
when you have a quantity of rum ready to dispatch, say 6,000 gallons, you 
have to write to your agent in Calcutta to enter into a bond for that quantity 
to be dispatched to Calcutta within a certain time. On receiving intelligence 
that such bond has been entered into, YOIl send an. invoice of all the casks, 
numberR, marks, gauge, and strength over proof, to the collector of the dis
trict" (this man resided 80 miles off), " who returns a perwanna to the darogah 
to allow such and such casks, containing so much rum, to be taken out of the 
godown, and shipped to Calcutta. This, altogether, consumes 8 great deal of 
time; say 10 or 12 days before you receive an answer from <.;alcutta, and 
8 or 10 more for that from Chupra; your boats meanwhile lying idle at the 
ghaut; for oWing to the difficulty and uncertainty ot' procuring these, you 
cannot apply for.a bond to make a dispatch, before they are ready at the 
ghaut to receive it. The difficulty of securing casks, so as not to suffer loss by 
leakage, is very great, owing principally to climate, for should they be exposed 
to the heat of the sun it is impossible to prevent their warping, let them be 
ever so well filled and coopered; the heat also causes the rum to evaporate; 
the stronger the spirit the more evaporation takes place; and you' cannot 
avoid some exposure in colouring, filling the casks, and shipping them; the 
.common native boats in which the casks are sent down are barely capable of 
carrying them; they require the greatest care in loading, and can take very few 
in proportion to tllei-r tonnage." 

1 06. The effect of those restrictions and otherdifiiculties is, that rllm is not 
a manufacture that can be carried on to any profit 1-1 think not; that is fully 
proved in India. 

]07. 'What do you reckon, one year with another, is the cost of making 8 
hundredweight of sugar at Tirhoot ?-My own calculation, not going upon 
making it hundredweight by hundredweight, but at what on an average, say of 
five years of such seasons as 1 have seen in Tirhoot, cultivating 700 Beret! of 

. land, 
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land paying' your manager, your· factory servants, your rent, your cattle 
exp~ses keeping up your cattle, paying your manufacturing expenses, and 
boat hin: and insurance to Calcutta, for 700 acres of land, would be certainly 
not less than 4/. lOs. to 51. an acre. It would be about 30,000 rupees for 
700 acres. . 

108. We understood you to state that your produce is four hundredweight 
per acre; that is, six maunds 1-1 have not said that the' produce of my 
factory is six maunds ~ I sta~ed th~tl.as my opinion of ~he gene~. produce of 
the native sugar cane 1D India; that IS sugar of a supenor descnption. 

log. What do you reckon the average produce of your cane fields, cultivated 
upon the West India practice, which you follow 7-We make a different descrip
tion of sugar from what the natives make; the natives in the valley of the 
Ganges make a sugar called Benares sugar; we make muscovado. 

] 10. Sir T. Bire/I.] What quantity of sugar do you get by your outlay of 
3,000/. upon 700 acres 7-lt depends upon the management and upon the 
seasons we ·have. We have been exceedingly unlucky in Tirhoot ever since 
Europeans invested any money there. 

] ] I. What has been your average produce ?-I have made very little. 
112. Notwithstandingthis large outgoing, you have made very little sugar? 

-Very little. 
113 •. How much ?--Ort an average I have not made more than 2,200 maunds 

in a year. But the average cultivation has been 600 acres, not 700. 
114. How many hundredweight ?-It will be about 84 or 85 tons; as far 

as I can state from memory, I should say that as the average of what we 
have made since we first began to work; but our cultivation has varied very 
much; some years we have had 700 acres, and yve have not had machinery to 
work it off j in other years we have had droughts and other disadvantages. 

t 15. Mr. Goulbul"II.] Cannot you give an estimate of the average produce 
per acre according to your mode of cultivation ?-I have no statement of the 
factory produce or the cost per acre, or the price per ton in England; those 
are all in Calcutta. 

116. Chairman.] At what price have you sold your sugar upon the average 
at Calcutta?-We have no note of any that we have sold in Calcutta, but only 
in England. The highest price that I ever got for any sugar from that factory 
was in January 1847; that was 508., or 368. in bond. 

117. That is, including the duty ?-Including the duty. 
] 1 8. Sir T. Birch.] "luire was that sold ,-In Liverpool. 
1 19. Including freight and charges 7-Yes. 
120. Chairmall.] You have invested about 30,000/., have you not, in the· 

cultivation and manufacture of sugar in India ?-We have lost 30,000 I. by the 
sugar and rum manufacture and cultivation in India, since 1840. 

121. In the first years you lost from not thoroughly understanding the 
seasons of the year; have you since lost money from successive droughts 1-
We have had three factories in India. We had one in the neighbourhood of 
Calcutta, about three miles from Calcutta, for the manufacture of sugar com
bined with rum, using the molasses for the manufacture of the rum; that 
we gave up in 1841 •. We had another on the same principle at Bogga, on the 
Ghunduck, for the manufacture of sugar and rum combined. That we gave 
up also in 1841. We had another on the banks of the Bogmutty, for the cul
tivation of sugar cane and the manufacture of sugar alone. 
U~. Sir T. Birch.] Is that the one of which you have been speaking I-Yes. 
1113. Chaim/all.] That is the one on which you produced about 84 tons of 

sugar per annum I-Yes. ' 
J 24. Producing 84 tons per annum, do you lose money by it ?-Yes. 
125. Up to what period?-.We have always lost money. Taking the ex

penses of the factory year by year, we have always lost money. 
126. Then the truth is, that, even at the high price of sugar, it cannot be 

grown long, according to your principles of cultivation, in Tirhoot ?-When I 
say that it has not paid us, I ought to state that we have every year since we 
established this factory been building and 'rebuilding, taking down one set of 
machinery and putting up another, so that the concern has not had fair play. 
It is only this last year that we have got everything straight, so that it can be 
seen whether the place can make sugar to payor not. 

o·3:l· D 127. You 

ArlAur Crooke, 
Esq. 
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Atti .... tTOfJfrr, 127. You commenced with cattle-mills; you pulled down the cattle-mills, ' 
Eaq. and then set up steam-engines and open pans iDlltead?-Yes .. 

. , 128. What capital had you laid out up to the year 1846 ?-Up to the 30th 
IS February 1848• of April 1846, the amount at, the debit on the Jummoah factory, on the Bog

mutty, was 13,480 I.; you may call it 14,000 I. 
129. Did that include all your outlay for capital ?-It included all our outlay 

up to that period. 
130. What was the price of sugar in 18461-The highest Gazette price of 

East India sugar was in May 1846, 37 s. 3 1 d. 
]31. What was the amount of your crop in 1846 ?-That I caUDot tell. 

I sold nearly 1,000 I. value of Otaheite cane for seed to my neighbours; and 
I think the factory, if I had not charged alterations in the buildings and mat
ters of that kind, in the season ending 1844-45, would have paid its way; that 
is, if the factory had not had to bear the expenses of fresh outlay for works. 

132. Mr. Hope.] With respect to this outlay for works, do you include that 
in the expenses of cultivation, which you have given at the rate of 6 I. an acre? 
-No, suppo~ing that would have ceased, and that all ,!"ould be perfect as far 
as"the works go. 

133. The 51. an acre being merely for the cultivation of the soil1-The cul
tivation of the soil and the losses on the villages, manufacture, and carriage to 
Calcutta. . 

134. But having nothing to do with the alteration of machinery ?-Nothing 
to do with the alteration of machinery. 

] 35. Chairman.] What price of sugar would your factory and your cane 
fields have paid you for all this outlay, one year with another i-If r could get 
on an average of years 10 rupees a maund for my best sugar, I should consider 
that it could be grown to ativantagfl in Tirhoot. 

136. How many shillings a hundredweight is that ?-At 10 rupees a maund, 
with 5 I. freight and charges in Calcutta and in England, 51 s. 9 d. a hundred
weight, and including commissions. . 

137. That is with the duty?-Yes. 
138. What would it he without the duty ?-Thirty-seven shillings and nine

pence. 
139. That sugar pays 14 s. duty?-Yes. 
140. Do you mean to say that you cannot cultivate sugar under 27 •. 9 d.?

I do not think it can be done under that. 
141. Not upon West India principles?-Not upon West Indiaa principles, 

unless the Otaheite cane succeeds. 
142. At what price can you export it, one year with another, from Calcutta 1 

-. It entirely depends upon the crop and the seasons. 
143. Taking 37 s. 9 d., what do you allow for freight ?-~. 5 for freight. 

I take the exchange at 2 s. I may mention, with respect to the experiments 
I made as to the yield of native cane, that from the finest acre of native cane 
that I ever saw in my life, and which could not be finer, I got 15 maunds, that 
is little more than half a ton; but that was after Doiling the molasses twice, 
consequentlr a proportion of it was very inferior sugar. 

144. What did you ever get from the Otaheite cane ?-I never measured an 
acre of Otaheite cane, but I have seen an acre of Otaheite cane measured, and 
I have seen it crushed and manufactured, and as far as my recollection goes 
the produce was 60 maunds, that is two tons; that was the finest acre of 
Otaheite cane I ever saw in India. 

145. Mr. WiLl-OtI.J Was that twice boiled;or only once ?-Only once boiled. 
I think that was four years ago. 

146. Chairman.),Do you conceive that a great deal is to be done by irriga.
tion and manuring ?,-No doubt; we always irrigate when we can; but unless 
our land is on the banks of a river or near to a large tank or piece of water, we 
have not means of irrigation; we neVflr neglect irrigation if we can effect it. 

147. Are there not great facilities for irrigation on the large rivers ?~n 
most factories there are, not on mine. 

148. You have stated that 37 s. 36 d. is the lowest price at which you can 
afford to export !lugar; at what price do the natives sell their lugar ?-The 
natives sell a different quality of sugar. With the exception of an inferior 
quality called khaur, the bulk of the export from Calcutta to this country 
is the white sugar, the Benares sugar~ 

149. Do 
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149. Do the natives cultivate small patches of sugar cane and produce it <frIIutr Cr.eIo<, 
themselves, or how is the cultivation of sugar by the natives carried on:- ,&q. 
They cultivate in small patches; I should say that a native cultivator of five FeIms 8.

Q 

acres was a large proprietor. .U ." I .... 

150. How do they cultivate it; have they cattle ploughs ?-They have their 
own native ploughs, which are very inferior to what we use. 

151. In point of fact, whether the cultivation is small or great, the native 
cultivator ploughs his land ?-He does; he also occasionally, if it is necessary, 
hQes it; it depf;nds upon what he·is breaking it up for, what kind of crop it 
has had in it before; but the native sugar-cane land is usually prepared with 
the plough. . 

1.12. Do the natives combine to plough each other's land, or are those small 
cultivators, holding but five acres of . land, able to keep bullocks and ploughs 
for the purpose ?-They do combine in the general way; I should say almost 
invariably they combine to plough one another's land. 

153. Mr. Hope.] How do the natives manufacture their sugar; do they com
bine for that purpose ?-They do. 

154. Are they separate trades, that of the manufacturer and of the -grouoer? 
-Yes, they are quite separate trades. The grower boils his juice in a very 
rude manner into articles that we call rob, or shukhab, which is an improved 
quality of rob, and he again sells it to a man who boils it and makes sugar fit 
for exportation. . 

155-6. Sir T. Birch.] Is it done by Englishmen ?-Not by Englishmen; we 
had an establishment for the reboiling of this rob, but it did not succeed. 

157. Chairman.] To what sort of extent do those boilers of sugar carry it 
on ?-To a large extent; I should think some of them would reboil as much as 
400' or 500 maunds in a season. 

158. Then if the price of sugar is very low, it is sold for consumption 
amongst the natives ?-IT the price of sugar falls to eight or nine rupees for 
good fine Bengal, or even ten rupees, the natives come in as purchasers to a 
much larger extent, for local consumption, than they do when it is higher. IT 
they grow a large quantity of sugar in the native districts, more than is re
quired for the native wants, they are forced to take a low price, and then the 
native speculator sends it to Calcutta. ' 

159. What is the cost of sending it to Calcutta ?-We have a large agencr 
at Azimghur for the' purchase of native sugar. The native establishment, 
when idle there, costs 20 I. a month, and when busy 40 l. a month. We have 
two Europeans upon. the spot. According to the calculation I have here, 100 
maunds of sugar purchased in the native districts, is as nearly as possible 
73 I cwt. The freight by the native boats used to be from 28 to 30 rupees, 
but owing to tbe immense number of boats that have been destroyed upon 
the Ganges of late years, by gales of wind and other causes, that we cannot 
state, 35 and 36 rupees, or even 40 and 42 rupees per 100 maunds, is not an 
unusual price of freight to Calcutta. _Taking the average of 36 rupees per 100 
maunds, the freight to Calcutta per ton would be 198. 7 d., with two and a half, 
and last season even four per cent. iusurance. We have also to pay the 
churrundar; he is the servant ofthe insurance office. We pay his wages on the 
way down; that is 12 annas a ton. The damage is very great in those native 
boats on the way to' Calcutta. There is also considerable robbery goes on, 
which we cannot check. Those boats are sometimes two months or three 
months on their way down from the sugar districts to Calcutta. When the 
rivers are low, it takes tbeD;l two and a half months to come down, and during 
all that time the cargo is at the mercy of pilferage and of any gale of wind 
that may spring up. The boats are loaded to near the water's edge. A con
siderable portion of the sugar is always deteriorated in quality, and between 
that and robbery we consider ourselves within the mark when we say that 
we lose five per cent. (by robbery and deterioration) in bringing it down from 
the sugar district; that 'With insurance would be 7 i per cent. Taking the 
sugar at 10 rupees per maund, it would cost 270 rupees on the spot. Then 
·7 i per cent. for insurance, deterioration in quality and robbery, would be 
20 rupees 8 annas per ton. Then the churrundar's wages, proportion per ton, is 
12 annas, that is 1 8. 6 d.; that makes for the freight, insurance, and allowance 
for damage and robbery, 3 I. 2 s. 1 d. before it reaches Calcutta; 2/. 2 s. 6 d. is 
the iusurance, damage. and robbery and churrundar's wages. and .then there 
~L D2 ~ 
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Art~"r Crook., it the freight itSelf, 191. 7 d., making 3 I. 21. 1 d. for freight and expenses, and 
Esq. loss on the way down. By steamer, the freight is one rupee a.bag, or about 

. eight annas a maund, or as nearly as possible 11. 7 I. 4. d. a ton. We take 
II February 1848• advantage of all the steam freight that we can, because we do not insure by the 

steam-boat. By the steam-boat we have no risk of robbery or damage; the 
sugar is landed in the same state by su>am as we shipped it in. The advantage 
of the steamer is apparently 1 I. 14 s. 9 d. a ton. Then we run the risk of loss, 
which, however, has never occurred yet to us. 

160. What do you estimate the reduction in the export of sugar by tll.e 
natives would be, if the price of sugar at Calcutta fell below nine rupees a 
maund, taking the average of East India sugar ?-Nine rupees would be a very 
high average for East India sugar, including khaur and low qUalities. . 

161. At wbat price, in your opinion, would there be a great reduction in 
the export of sugar from Bengal, and what would be the amount of the reduc
tio.n ?-It has long been my opinion, after considerable experience and all 
the attention I could gi're to the subject, that the natives of India cannot 

. afford to send sugar in quantity to this country year by year, unless they get 
from 10 to II rupees a maund in Calcutta for the finest. When I say the 
finest, I do not say the very highest, but for what we call good, fine sugars. 
The account that I had from my agent by the last mail, dated the 15th of 
December, states that he was unable, in consequence of the bad state of the 
sugar market, to go on purchasing. The price of fine sugar in Calcutta was at 
that time nine rupees per maund. 

162. What is the proportion of fine and other sugar that is exported?
I should say that from India fully two-thirds of the sugar exported is fine 
sugar. Alluding to fine suglft', my agent writes, "Many zemindars are 
talking of giving up growing sugar-cane, as they say it does not pay at these 
low prices." . 

163. What prices are those?-Nine rupees in Calcutta, the highest price. 
164. What is that in su>rling money ?-Nine rupees at 26. will give the 

native in Calcutta 24 s. 5i d. a hundredweight. The native opinion in the 
growing districts is this: ." They say it does not pay at these low prices, no 
doubt, but that, owing to high prices which have been ruling for the last ten 
years, much inferior land has been put into sugar cultivation which win now 
have to be thrown up, but it remains to be seen whether it will be sufficient 
to affect exports. I could say a good deal to you about this, and, I think. 
could prove to you that sugar at 30 to 32 will not pay the zemindars." 

165. Where is that price of 32 ?-This is the way in which we buy it up 
the country, per bullock load, which it wonld take a great deal of time to 
explain. He goes on to say, " However, it is of no use bothering you now, so 
1 will not say any more at present, except that if low prices still continue, and 
the exports to the west still continue to increase as they have done this year, you 
may be sure that exports from Calcutta will fall off." He is one of the greatest 
European buyers of sugar in India. He has been established since 1839. Itis 
my opinion that if the price of Bengal sugar is to remain lUI low as it is now, 
Bengal, which has sent 60,000 tons of sugar to this country this year, will, iii 
the course of another 18 months, not send 20,000. The difficulties which have 
happened to European refiners in Calcutta will very materially affect the export 
{)f sugar.fl'om Bengal. 1 find that in one month, from the 4th of August to 
the 8th of September 1846, according to a statement that I received from 
Calcutta, there were 24,660 bags of brown and of vacuum-pan sugar ship
ped, and 25,000 of Benares, "that is, native white sngar,' to London. The 
vacuum-pan and brown sugar, which is in small proportion to the white, was 
as 24,000 to 25,000. 

166. Sir T. Birch.l Have any of the enterprises carried on by Englishmen 
:answered in growing sugar in India ?-They have not uniformly answered; 
but it is understood that one concern got on prosperously till last year, that 

. is Haworth, Hardman & Company, of Calcutta. , 
J07. How came they to prosper when others were unfortunate i-Mr_ 

Haworth is a gentleman skilled in engineering, and one of the ,most enter
prising men that I ever met with; he is a man who lives upon his works, and 
wprks like a slave. It all depends upon. the price at. which they can buy the 
raw material from the natives; they do not grow tht'ir cane. 

168. Chairman.] 
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168. Chairman.] Have you made an estimate of the number ofacresofland 
tbat would be thrown out of cultivation by a reduction in the export of sugar 
from Bengal to the amount of 40,000 tons a year?-It is a difficult matter to 
state it. I calculate that the 60,000 tons of sugar exported from Bengal to 
Great Britain will fall off to 20,000 tons if the duty is equalized, and if the West 
Indies and the Mauritius do .not give it up. If the West Indies and the 
Mauritius should give up the cultivation of sugar, this market wouldbave to 
be supplied from Cuba and Brazil, all~ from China, Manilla, and Java. Bengal 
will then send as much as ever she did. If the prices rise to their old mark, 
Bengal will again increase the cultivation. 

169. By natives or by Europeans ?-Europeans will, I think, go into the cul-
tivation again in India. . 

170. Were Europeans increasing or stoppieg their cultivation when prices 
fell in 1846 ?-They were increasing very much in 1846; indeed I doubt 
whether in Tirhoot some concerns have ever worked at. all yet; certainly nol< 
more than one year. 

171. Supposing the production of 40,000 tons to be given up in India, what 
number of people do you estimate, according to your knowledge of the number 
of people employed in the cultivation of each acre of land, would be thereby 
thrown out of employment ?-I calculate that on the average an acre of land 
in India gives 4 cwt. per acre. An acre of land in the West Indies will give 
20 cwt. per acre; that is, 40,000 acres in the West Indies would give 40,000 
tons; but it would take 200,000 acres in India to give 40,000 tons. Mr. Adams, 
a West India planter, who has been years in Tirhoot, and who i~ said to have been· 
(lne of the most skilful sugar planters in Jamaica, has lately returned; and in 
<<In'versation with him, he told me that he thought that six coolies at work in 
Tirhoot would not do more than the work of one negro, since the emancipation, 
in Jamaica, at the rate of one man per acre, constantly employed the whole 
year; that would be 200,000; at the rate of two men it would be 400,000'; and 
at the rate of three men it would be 600,000 people employed. I take the 
workmen in India at half what Mr. Adam says, because, in the West Indies, 
,the u~e of the plough is not general. whereas in India it is. I should say that 
from 400,000 to 600,000 natives would be constantly employed in the produc
tion of 40,000 tons of sugar. 

] 72. Heads of families 1-N 0; individuals. 
173. Does that include women and children r-They would have to go in 

their proportion. ' 
1 ;4. What is the proportion that the women and ',dilldren would bear, com-

fared to the men I-The children go into the field when they are very young; 
speak of full-grown men; I should say that if you suppose the labour of two 

and a half in each family, it would be about the mark. 
175. You state that the labour of from 400,000 to 600,000 full grown coolies 

would be required for the production of 40,000 tons of sugar. Then how 
many do you reckon to a family. In order to ascertain how many persons rely 
for their subsistence upon that cultivation, would you multiply that 'number by 
two and a halfr-If you want to get at the families of, say, 400,000, there 
would probably be two and a half in each family, who would constitute a portion 
of the 400,000 people who work. There would be a less number of families 
than individuals. 

] 76. Mr. Matheson.] Do the females work upon the sugar plantation 1-' 
They work occasionally, in very poor families especially. But in the case of a 
mlUl cultivating, say five to ten acres of land, the females of that family do not 
work. 1 t is only in the very poorest class where they are obliged to go out to 
earn their bare subsistence by work. Women do not work, for instance, in the 
manufacture of su~. 

177. Chairmall.J There is no, cane-hole digging in India ?-I never saw the 
natives diggin!l; cane-holes. . • 

178. You do everything by 'ilie plough ?-Occasionally we trench 30 or 40 or 
30 acres. ' 

179. But generally speaking, the whole of your cultivation is carried on by 
the plough i-It is. . 

180. Speaking of rum, you were understood to say that the export of rum 
from the East Indies cannot be carried on to advantage in consequence of the 
excise regulations and the great loss in shipping rum on so long a voyage ?-

0.32. D 3 Thlf 
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Arl/,," Oooo\e, The incidental expenses are so great, and the risk of leakage and the breakage 
Esq. of casks. . 

181. Will you explain to the Committee what the expense. and risks, and 
11 February 1848· different drawbacks are, which prevent the exportatioD of rum from the East 

Indies to Europe being an advantageous trade eveR. at good prices1-The first 
disadvantage in the production of rum in India is, that you are obliged to 
erect buildings according to a certain fashion to suit the excise regulations. 
You have to erect a bigger set of stills thall you wonld wiBn to do. Upoa 
an estate combining the cultivation of sugar with the manufacture of rum, YOll 

would not want stills that would make 300 gallons a day. In the next place 
you have to deposit 500 I., which would be much better employed in your trade 
than in lying in the Company's hands at four or five per cent. In the next 
place YOll have to pay the ga.erument excise officer, and in the Dext you 
have a great loss of time and annoyance in writing to Calcutta; you are 
sometimes lO or 12 days before you can get an order to ship your rum, 
and when you have got the order you have to send to the collector, perhapi 
living 80 miles off, and he gives the excise officer liberty to ship such a quantity 
of rum. Then there is great expense for freight, and difficulty in getting 
boats to carry your casks of rum down at all. Then the knocking the casks 
about in a climate like India, as they do there, generally occasions their 
requiring re-coopering; sometimes two cooperings ·after their arrival in Cal
cutta, one when they are landed, and another when they are shipped again. 
There is' a case which occurred to me in the spring of 1842. I personally 
superintended the shipment of a large quantity of rum from one of our factories 
in the interior. I had heard so much of the bad coopering on the factoriel 
that after the natives had coopered the casks as well as they could, my agent 
and myself set to work and re-coopered every cask ourselves after the nativel 
had done their best. Those casks were shipped with the greatest care, but 
still they leaked; one cargo of them was twice wrecked on the way; we lost 
but one cask, which, being wrecked at night, some natives stole; they picked 
the bung out and .stole all the rum during the' darkness of the night in 
a storm; they are as bad as wreckers. When this cargo arrived in Calcutta, 
being shipped as such aBd such a number of casks, such and such a mark, so 
many gallons in each cask, ODe of the casks of 96 gallons being empty, the 
customs made us pay eight annas, that is 1 •. a gallon, on what we had lost by 
robbery during the storm, and though we petitioned and re-petitioned, we could 
not get any allowance. 

182. Those restrictions are analogous to the restrictions of the excise in tills 
country ?-They are precisely similar, as I understand. 

183. The restrictions of the excise with respect to the manufacture of rum in 
India are virtually the Same as the restrictions upon the manufacture of spirits 
in England ?-They are very much the same; I am not acquainted with the 
excise regulations here: 

184. Mr. Wilscm.] What is the ·amount of the excise duty upon rum per 
gallon ?-Eight annas; Is. a gallon. 

185. All these precautions are taken for the purpose of collecting I,. a gallon 
upon the rum 1-Yes. . 

186. Chaimlan.] What should you say is the cost of those restrictions; what 
would you pay to be quit of the inconvenience of the restrictions ~-The 
restrictions are so great, that I would not, under auy circumstances, manu. 
facture rum in India. I arrived in India in 1841, we had these large distilleries 
at work, and what with the annoyances of the casks, the difficulties in manage· 
ment under the excise regulations, the difficulty of getting freight home to 
England, and the loss by leakage upon the voyage, it would be unprofitable. 
The restrictions alone are tantamount to prohibiting the manufacture in the 
interior. • 

187. Supposing there were no excise restrictions, still you are understood to 
say that you would not attempt to manufacture and sell rum, on account' of 
the expenses of the cooperage of casks (which must be serit out from England), 
and the difficulties of transport in India, and afterwards the risk and expense 
of transport from Calcutta to England 1-1f I were allowed to erect a still of 
any size that I pleased on our sugar factory in Tirhoot, rather than let our 

. molasses flow, as they often do, into the river by hundreds and hundreds of 
maunds, 
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maunds, I would make rum of those molas.._; I would make such rum as 
would compete with the West India rum at home here. 

188. On account of the excise restrictions existing upon the making of rum, 
do YOIl now allow hundreds and thousands of gallons of molasses to How into 
the river ?-I have done so. I have seen a stream of molasses Howing into the 
river a foot wide, and nevel' thought anything of it. The jackals have bored 
their way into the molasses vat, and in the morning I have seen the molasses 
PUJlIling out, and have not cared anything about it; they are very fond of sugar. 
It is very difficult to make a place that will hold molasses. The ooIy way that 
I found effectual was to build on a very firm foundation a mixture of the 
Itrongest potter's clay and chopped straw; to dig a space about the diameter 
of this room round, and make a very firm foundation by hammering this mass 
of clay and straw, and building walls very thiek of the same material, putting 
a roof over it, and whenever the reservoir from the cooling boxes was filled, 
earrying it 12 01" 14 yards to the molasses-house. 

189. Supposing there were no .excise restrictions upon rum, and you had 
got your rum at Calcutta, are the Committee to understand that you could 
export rum from Calcutta to Great Britain to advantage or notr-I would 
rather make rum, and take the chance of its being profitable, than I would let 
my molasses run to waste, if excise did not exist. 

190. Are not the losses and the charges upon the export of rum from Cal
cutta so great, as compared with the charges upon the export of rum. from the 
West Indies or from Brazil, that you could not send East Indian rum r-We 
should not be able to send it to the same advantage as from the West Indies; 
for many reasons. The first is, that in the West Indies, where vessels are ex
pected to take sugar and molasses only, they have no general cargo, and they 
can stow the rum properly, where the casks will not get damaged on the way 
home. In the next place, the freight on rum from the West Indies is much 
Ie~s than from the East, and the insurance is lower. East India shipowners 
have a great objection to taking rum at all. In the' case of some vessels that 
I lately chartered, two out of four stipulated in the charter-party that the 
vessels were to carry no rum. 

• 191. What is the reasOD why shipowners so much object to carrying rum? 
-A vessel arriving in Calcutta for a general cargo has to take it as she can 
get it, and uulesa she can get the rum in on a certain day, so as to stow it in a 
particular part of the ship, it is very apt to leak, and damage the rest of the 
cargo. In the next place, unless the bill of lading be filled up. freight payable 
" casks full or empty," the shipowners run great risk, and require a high rate 
of freight. We have imported rum from Bengal that has lost on the way 44 
per cent. in quantity, on which no freight was payable. 

192. How came the rum to waste to that great extent ?-I was not in Eng
land when it arrived here, but I believe it was in consequence of other cargo 
being stowed upon the casks; bad stowage, in fact. 

193· Mr. Wilson.] What is the drawback upon rum on shipment from Cal
cutta ?-They do not charge us the excise duty when we ship it; we ship it 
under bond; it is in the hands of the excise until the time that it is shipped. 

194· Have you not a very good market for rum frOID India in the Australian 
colonies I-There used to be a large trade to the Australian colonies, but latterly 
It has fallen off. 

195· What is the cause of its having fallen off ?-'That I cannot explain; 
they must get it from the Mauritius, and the West Indies supply rum largely 
to the Australian colonies. 

196. The Australian colonies being only one-third of the distance from India, 
would it not be far pl'eferab Ie, instead of sending the East India rum here to 
compete with the West Indian rum in this market, to send it direct to the 
Australian colonies to compete with the West Indian rum there?-The best 
proof that it is not profitable is that the shipments have fallen off. In 1840-41 
Calcutta exported to New Holland 46,405 gallons, the next year 7,036 gallons, 
the next year 3,877 gallons, the next year 2,510 gallons, the next year 3,173 
gallons, then 9,794 gallons; in 1846-47, 40,672 gallons, being nearly as much 
as in 1841. There is also some exported to Pegu and to France. In 1845-46, 
i,OOO gallons went; in HH6-47. ],000 gallons went. 

197· It appears that the export to Australia last year has risen again?~lt 
0·32. D 4 has. 
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Arth.r Crooke, has. The greatest export of rum to this country was in 1840-41 ; prices were 
Esq. very high here. 

] 98. Has there not been a considerable increase in the communication be-
n February 18-.8. tween India and the Australian colonies ?-I should not think more Vl'SSels. 

have come from Australia the last two or three yesrs than used to do. 
There is a great trade in horses carried on now by the East India Company, 
far the mounting of their troops; that has sprung up in the last three years. 

199. Mr. Goulburn.] Do not the vessels that carry copper ore from the Aus
tralian colonies come for part of their cargo to India ?-No, I neyer heard that 
they did. 

200. Mr. Wilson.] What proportion do the molasses bear to the sugar ?-In 
india we get much more molasses than they do in the West Indies. I have 
not the means of stating the exact proportion. 

20]. When you do not make the molasses into rum, do you make them into 
sugar ?-Yes, we reboil them. - Our sugar, when it is in the cUring-boxes in 
India, is at least 58. a cwt. better in quality than when it lands in England. 
It is a great disadvantage that we labour under in consequence of the great 
distance that the sugar has to come, and the extreme heat of the holds of the 
vessels in which it comes; it causes the grain to deteriorate very much; what 
was fine crisp sugar, lands here quite soft. 

202. Chairman.] Did you find that the Otaheite cane was injured by the 
white ant?-Very much at first. That is one ofthegreat difficulties we labour 
under in Tirhoot. If I had known that I should have to give evidence upon this 
subject, I should have written out earlier for particulars. 

203. But you were there three years yourself?--Yes. 
204. What is the result of your own observation ?-The white ant abounds 

in certain lands. If you have to select 600 or 700 acres of land, you must avoid 
land where the white ants abound. We also found that the method of culti
vation of the soil pursued by the natives did not disturb those insects; that 
the more we cultivated the soil, the quicker the white ants vanished; and also, 
that near large plantations of trees the white ants abound. You must avoid 
their neighbourhood in planting canes. ~ 

205. Did you succeed in overcoming the white ant at last 1-0nly partially; 
we had to plant a great deal closer than we otherwise should, in order to guard 
against the ravages of the white aut. 

206. Did you sufficiently succeed in destroying the white ant to make the 
cultivation of the Otaheite cane more advantageous than that of the native 
cane ?-Not on the average. 

207. So that at last you came to the c.onelusion that the native cane is the 
best for India 1-The native cane is decidedly the only one upon which we cau 
rely in Tirhoot: 

208. Is that because the rind of the native cane is so hard that the ant can
not get into it, whilst the rind of the Otaheite cane is soft, and the ant can 
enter into it i-The white ant can get into anything if he wishes, but he 
likes the Otaheite cane better than he does the native. The native cane is 
plantedmucQ. closer than the Otaheite cane; the natives plant their cane& 
touching; a furrow of cane on the native principle is one complete line of cane 
cut into pieces about a foot long. 

209. Mr. Goulburn.J Laid longitudinally in the furrows ?-Yes. 
210. Chairman.] What is the size of the native cane, as compared with the 

OtalIeite cane ?-A very fine Chinea cane might be an inch in diameter. 
I should call a fine Otaheite cane as thick as my wrist. 

211. You said that you have seen as much as two tons an acre of Otaheite 
cane grown. But taking the average of Otaheite cane that you have seen 
grown, what should you say was the average growth of Otaheite caue under 
European management ?-Under European management, I should say that even 
with a good season, with irrigation and manuring. if the planter were to get 
from 12 to 15 maunds of ~ugar per acre, he would consider himself signally 
successful; 15 maunds is a little more than half a ton. I do not think that 
any European who has cultivated Otaileite cane generally in Tirhoot, has got 
10 maunds an acre. 

212. The instance which you mention of two tons an acre is quite an 
exception ?-Quite so . 
. 213. Will you describe the circumstances of that caser-It was an experi

ment made by the Tirhoot Association, at a factory called Bungong. They 
had 
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had there a patch of 30 acres of Otaheite cane close to the factory, lana *hich 
had been for a number of years past a pet indigo llpot, a spot where indigo 
never failed, where year by year they had carted an enormous quantity of 
indigo stalkR and burnt them, till .the ground was manured. as highly as 
ground could be. It was also situated where it could be irrigated, and was 
.jrrigated several times. This acre of cane was in a comer, and the best acre 
in the field. ~ 

214. Is Tirhoot in the Benares district?-No, it is in tl).e district of Babar. 
We are 172 miles straight from BE;nares. . 

21.~. The Committee may conclude that the Tirhoot distria& is not ~o con
genial to the growth of sugar as to be able at all to compete with tropical 
climates ?-Most certainly. If we were left with only the Mauritius, the West 
Indies, and ourselves, to supply' sugar in this country, we could .compete, but it 
would only be at a price. 

216. I£you were sure of a high price you could grow it, but you cannot 
grow sugar in this district to compete on even terms with the sugar of tropical 
districts; your produce is too small per Rcre ~-Our produce is so small per 
acre, that it is only through the cheapness of our labour, and the cheapness of 
our land, that we are able to compete at. aU. 

21 7. You told the Committee that you hired labour at the rate of five· far. 
things a day per head, but that it required six of those labourers to compete 
with one free labourer in the We8t Indies?-That is the opinion of a planter 
from the West Indies; I have never seen the free labourers in the West Indies. 

218. That is equh-alent to about 7 6 d. for a day's labour ?-Yes. 
219. Sir E. Buxton.] And then another man is required to keep those six 

men in order?..,.. Yes, and a great many native servants also. 
220. Chairmall.j Can you give the Committee a statement of the progress 

of the exports of sugar from the East Indies to Great Britain, and of the 
amount of manufactures sent from this country to. Bengal ?-There is a state
ment of the exports of sugar, from the year before the duty on Bengal sugar 
was equalized with the Mauritius and West India sugar. 

221. It was equalized in the year 1836 ?-Yes. The prices in 1840 gave a 
great stimulus to the cultivation by the natives. 

222. Will you have the goodness to read that statement?-

[TIle Witness read the same, asfollow8:] 

STATEMENT of the Quantity of SUGAR exporled from Calculla to Greal Britain, &c., 
commencing IS36-36, ending 1846-47. Years caloulated 1st May to 30th April. 
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wol ... y8lll'll . . 

'"rage of 12 yo.... • 

verage, first five yOlLl'd 

. 
. 

-

T 

A 

A 

A vef&gt'. l&it seveD .. yoIU'J '" 

0·32. 

To Great To (1reat 
llrilRin 8nd REMARKS. 
el.t'wbere. Britaio. 

B.uftnrMtb. 7'om. 
368,760 7,184. In 1836 the duty on East and Weat India Bugar 
621,112 18,408 w .. equalized. 
814,765 21,888 
869,100 26,883 
843,883 20,913 

1,784,7~3 63,084 In 1839-40 it was os .. rtained dlat • partial' 
1,522,092 63,367 failu", of tho Weat India crop was aortain 
1,605,530 51,789 to result; the high prices of Bugar in Great 
1,642,681 66,441 Britain in 1840 oaused great O%lr. cultiva-
1,589,117 66,763 tion in India, which has in a great measure 
1,839,374 .67,270 ~oounled for tho large uport from Caloutta 
1,716,217 61,910 BlDce. • 

• To ... 
Tho large quantity sent forward in IS45-46,. 

611,885 and tho known great yiold of the orop of 
1846-47, lend. to provo thai had Ih. duti .. - " 42,657 remained unaltered, it W88 probable that. 

== 100,000 ton. might bav. been .hipped to 
· " 19,254 Groat Britain in 1846-47. 

· " 69,3i3 

E 223. Is 



26 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE THE 

1hIiJ", £roo_, 223'. 11 there any export of sugar from Bengal to 'the Continent of Europe ? 
£-.. -Very little. 

22+ Mr. GOIIIbllna.l It appears from that paper that the quantity of BUgar 
It Pebrury aB¥L exported from India aepends upon the price that can be obtained in Great 

Britain !-Exactly 80; the export of sugar from I ndia depends a good deal 
lIpOll whether British goodli are forced upon the Calcutta market in & greater 
proportion than they can make returns to save from loss; if we send more 
goods from this country than India can take off with comfort to herself, she 
~ts a higher price for her sugar, and sends more sugar forward than the trade 
will warrant at the price 

lZ2.'i. Chairmar;.) Are you in a condition to state what the export of British 
produoe and m&nufacture6 to the East Indies has been, so as to show whether 
they have CIt have not kept pace exactly with the increast'd export of sugar from 
Bengal ?-I have got a statement of the merchandise. Taking it generally, 
from 1834-36, the year before the duties on all British plantations were equal
ized, Calcutta exported to Great Britain sugar to the amount of 15,796,315 
:rupees. It increased the first year of the equal duty from 15.000,000 to 
20,000,000; 1836-37, 2,83,79,966 rupees; in 1837-38, 2,71,92,222 rupees ~ 
for 1838-39, I have no return. Then it goes up in 1839-40 to 4,09,66,062 
rupees; 6,07,52,435 rupees in 1840-41, when ~ugar was not so high here, 
and our exports reached higher than they had ever before; they fell off in 
1841 ..... 2 to 4,74,69,337 rupees; again in 1842-43 to 4,04,64,074 rupees. 
There was 1;000,000 less of imPllrts into Calcutta than had been in the 
great sugar year; but in 1843-44, the exports to Great BritaiD NaChed five 
millioos and a half, 3,59,68,281 rupees; in J 844--45, i,37,09,29li rupees; in 
1845-46, fell to 6,16,35,636 rupees; and iD.· 1846-47, 4,45,94,950 rupees, 
.howing, in my opinion, that at present, even taking as much sugar as we 
d.o now, anel paying a good price for it, about four millions aDd a half, is 
as much i8S India can take off with comfort to herself and with profit to the 
merchant. 

226. Will you hand in that paper?-

[The same was delivered in, and is as follo7£8 :J 

TRADE BETWEEN CALCUTl'A AND GREAT BRITAIN. 

IMPORTS to Calcutta from (heat Britain. 

Grand Total 
YEARS. MerohaDdiBe. Treasure. TotaL Tote!. from 

all Parto. 

Sa. R,. Sa. Rs. S ... R •. Co',. Rs. Co',. Rs. 

1_31 . · . 1,41,61,961 11,000 1,48,34,1161 1,68,23,964 2,98,40,660 

1885-86 0 ," " 1,11,22,776 4,500 1,71,27,276 1,82.69,004 3,37,07,876 

Cd •. R,. Co',. III. 

1686 .... 7 " - - 11,22,0,,707 " 0 . " " - 2,22,04-,107 8,12,65,601 

lU'1-~ " 0 - !I,<rn,!!8,821 66,500 " 0 - 2,01>,94,1121 4,08,00,604 

lU8--88 0 • - '- - - - -
1'S3I1-4l1 0 0 0 2,59,62,488 83,11,253 - - . 2,02,13,741 6,06,60,181 

1840-41 - · 0 3,71,61,049 8,16,866 - - . 8,86,72,016 6,86,17,611 

1'841':42 - - - 8,30,611,120 0 - - 0 - 0 8,30,60,120 6,42,96,722 

IS_ o - - 3,08,09,.461 88,78,881 0 - - 3,41,88,832 6,71,46,219 

184'3-44 - - - 8,40,60,727 9,66,986 0 - 0 3,60,06,112 6,47,66,662 

1844-46 - - 0 ',86,25,006 96,900 - - - 4,87,20,096 ',60,26,298 

1845-46 0 - - 4,16,42,296 86,464 - 0 - 4,16,78,750 6,29,11,297 

1846-47 - - 0 4,24,10,729 5,50,911 0 - - 4,29,6],640 6,47,33,826 

EXPORTS 
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EXPORTS from Calcutta 19 ()reat Britam. 

Grand Total 

YEARS. Meroha.ndise Treaaure. Total. Total.. to 

•• aJl ParIa. 

.. · 

Sa. R,. Su.R.. Sa.Rs. C.',. 1/ •• ChR •. 

188'-35 · - · 1,47,56,784 62,262 1,48,09,046 1,57,96,8U; 4,51,80,624 

18311-86 · - · 1,90,74,653 18,666 1,90,88,308 2,OIli84,8!M 11,92,79,462 

Co's. B.. Co',. R,. 

1836-37 - - - . 11,88,76,866 8,600 - · - 2,88,79,966 8,7e,f,,,OIl 

1837-33 · · - 2,70,18,579 1,78,643 · · - 2,71,92,222 6,60,'5,96' 

1838-l1l1 · - · - - - - -
. 

1839-40 · - - ',09,65,9811 80 · · - 4,09,66,062 7,04,06,119 

1840-41 - · - 6,07,52,484 - . . - - - 6,07,52,434 8,36,93,298 

18U""'!\! · - - 4,74,69,837 - - - - - ... 4,74,69,.337 8,39,40,692 

1842-48 · .. - 4,04,88,074- 28,000 - - . 4,04,64,074 7,65,21,185 

1843-44 - - - 1>,50,60,681 7,600 · · - 6,59,68,261 10,11,71,270 

184'-45 · - · 6,36,86,791 22,504 · · - 6,37,09,295 10,33,17,912 

1845-46 · - - 5,16,13,536 22,100 · · - 5,16,35,686 10,",87,438 

18411-47 · · · ',46,94,950 . . - - · - .'''lit9',9~ 9,79,85,142 

227. Is the result of that statement that the importations of sugar from Bri
tish India are paid for in British manufactures ?-They are more than paid 
for. 

228. And the exports of British manufactures to India are dep611dent upod 
the importations from Indi~ ?-No doubt of it. 

22g. Mr. Wilson.] Not of sugar exclusively 1-Not of sugar exclusively, but 
the sugar trade is becoming more important to India every day. 

230. Chail"lllllll.] Will you state what portion of the importation from Bel).
gal consists of sugar; is not the value of the sugar exported from India one
third of the whole exportations?- In 1846-47 Calcutta exported to Great 
Britain 4,459,4221. value of produce; there was no treasure shipped that 
year; in 1846-47 the value of sugar sent from (;)alcutta was 1,650,1191. out 
of 4,459,4221. Indigo ranked next, J,176,1681., ailk 546,1931., silk piece
goods 315,4141., rice 175,7511., saltpetre 164,9821., hides and skins 134,737L, 
rum 24,9271., hemp jute 27,425/., molasses 14,9841 •• other articles 229,710/. 

231. Mr. Wilsoll.] Is this the declared 'V8bie?-The declared value iB Cal
cutta; the real value at the tinJe. They are not over.\"'8.lued, because some of 
the articles pay duty. 

232. So that sugar stood highest ?-Yes, much the highest. I will hand in 
a statement of the imports into Calcutta in the years 1834-35 and 1846-47, 
and of the exports from Calcutta to Great Britain for the same years. 

[Thuame 'It'as delivered in, .and is "' follow, :] 

0·3 l • B 2 IMPORTS 

Arlav, Croolt, 
Es" •. 
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IMPORTS into Calculla from, Great Britain, 1834-36, and 1846-41. 

1834-1836. 1846-1847. 
Deoerlptioa. lnereue. Dee ...... 

QUlUltlty • Value. QUIUltity. Value. . 
Co's. R,. Co',. R,. CO'" R,. Co',. ru. 

Cotton "ieee goode ps. 12,31,649} 44,64,794 { 62,38,662} 2,01,72,704 1,57,07,010 -Ditto - doz. 88,025 65,8B9 
Cotton yarn - lb,. 32,02,667 28,29,085 1,76,22,262 1,06,98,646 78,06,561 -
WooUens - - · . - - 17,97,619 · - - 4,04,118 . . . 18,03,401 
Silk and mized good •• - . - 1,84,843 · - - 4,49,574 2,64,781 -
Haberd88he..,. and mil-

line..,. - - · - - - 2,33,860 - - · 9,15,183 6,81,323 -
Coals .. • ""Is. 96,680 26,580 - . - 4,IB,169 3,91,579 -
Salt - - - " - . . 
Metalland metal manu· 

- - . 8,52,836 8,"2,835 8,52,885 -
f."tures . - · - - - 29,71,754 - - · 42,44,260 12,72,506 -
Other artiel .. • · . - - 31,70,886 · . · 86,65,260 14,94,865 -- -

Co's. RI. 1,67,4],820 · - - 4,24,10,729 2,79,72,310 13,03,401 
, 

Incr .... e 1846-47, Co's. R,. 2,G6,66,909 or 169 "I,,· 

EXPORTS from Cakut<a to Great Brita; .. , 1834-35, and IB46-47. 

1834-1835. 1846-1847. 
:QoscriptiOD. Increau. Decrease. 

Quantity. Value. QUIlDtity. Valoe. 

Co's. Rs. CUi •• R •• Co' •. lb. 
Sugar - - md .. 1,54,590 18,19,952 16,86,336 1,65,01,198 1,51,81,246 ... 
Indigo - - " 52,763 56,28,107 78,747 1,17,61,688 61,83,681 -
Silk - - - " 

5,345 10,19,971 13,66.4 54,61,932 44,41,961 -
SUk piece good. pB. 3,51,034 28,85,875 5,16,330 81,44,147 7,5~,772 -Rice - - • mtls. 3,09,618 7,27,514 10,79,825 17,57,516 10,80,002 -
Saltpetre - - " 

2,32,722 12,71,025 2,87,062 16,49,821 3,18,798 . -
Hide. and .kins No. 6,86,258 5,75,304 13,18,576 13,47,376 1,72,072 -Rum. - _ gals. 20,397 21,757 6,64,152 2,49,276 2,27,6111 -
Hemp, jute • mds. 45,254- 1,08,772 2,41,418 2,74,257 1,65,486 -
Mol ..... - - " 806 564 1,21,231 1,40.846 1,49,292 -
Other al-ti~lq. • • - - - 22,06,427 - - - 22,97,164 90,737 -

Co' •. RB. 1,52,64,758 · - - 4,45,94,221 12,oa,29,463 -
• 

Increase 1846-47, Cu,. R •. , 2,93,29,463, or 181°/. 

233. Are not the revenues in India in part raised from import duties upon 
manufactures imported into that country ?-In part, but a very SJiIluU pro
portion. The duty on twist is 3t per cent.; on manufactured goods, 5 per 
cent.; on metals, 5 per cent.; upon all foreign goods, double the duty on 
British; so that we are going to have Brazil sugar to compete with ours at 
the same duty, while British goods are now protected against foreign goods in 
India cent. per cent. We take your twist at 31 per cent., and you charge us. 
14,. a cwt. upon an article of the value of 208. 

234. Mr. Matheson.] By" British goods" you mean goo~s in British bottoms? 
~oods in British bott.oms. ' 

235. Mr. Wilson.] Must the goods be of British origin also?-I believe the 
goods must be of British origin also. 

236. For example, German linens shipped out of bond in an English ship, 
what duty would they pay1-1 cannot speak confidently as to that, but I 
never heard that they did not pay foreign duty. I can easily find that out. 

. 237. Chairman.] 
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237. Clloirman.] Would not the indirect effect of reducing the importation ,ArIIa.r e,..o.Io, 
of British manufactures into India be to very much diminish the revenue of Jo:sq. 
India ?-The customs.duties are a very small amount of the revenue of India. 

238• Would it not be about 5 per cent. upon a million and a half?-Twist III February 1841t· 
being so large an article of import, and liable to a duty of only 3i per cent., 
the loss in duty on one million and a half would not be 5 per cent. 
, 239. Of which a million and a half hW! been created by the export of sugar 1 

-Yes, ,. 
240. Are you well informed upon the subject of freights from India ?-Yes, 

I understand them pretty well. 
241. What is the average freight for sugar from Calcutta to Great Britain ~ 

-I take it at 51.; I believe that is a freight at which a first-class British vessel 
can pay a profit to the owner. 

242. This year freights have been as much as 10 l.?-Y es; the freights were 
at one time W! low as 31. 5 S. to 3 1. 15 s., which must have been a very losing 
affair, for the port charges alone in Calcutta amount to 18 s.a ton. 

243. Do you know what the freights from the West Indies, Cuba, and 
Brazil were, at the same time ?-I have not any statement of that. 

244. You do not know what the freights have been this year?-I have not 
any statement of them. I know that charters in the spring of '1847 were 
with difficulty made for Cuba at 4/. to 41. 4s. and five per cent. primage. 

24.';. English vessels ?-Yes. ' 
246. You mean to say that you had a difficulty in getting 4 I. 48 for freight 

to Cuba ?-When the chartered vessels that I allude to arrived at Cuba., they 
could Dot get any freight at all. 

247. Were they your own ?-I had some interest in them. 
248. At the same period 61. was offered for freights to St. Thomas's ?-Six 

pounds, I believe, was the freight at St. Thomas's at the time that freights 
at the Havannah were 3 I. 10 s.; so many chartered ships had been sent to 
Cuba. In London alone, one house chlU"tered from 80 to 90 vessels in the fall 
of 1846, and the spring ofl847. . 

249. There were more ships than there was sugar to bring 1-There were 
more ships than sugar orders out. . 

250. Mr. IVilson.J That was caused by the speculation, in consequence of 
the change in the duty r-It was in consequence of the high price ruling here 
in December 1846, and January 1847, and in anticipation·n great deal of the 
effect of the admission uf sugar to breweries and (listilleries. 

251. Chai,.man.] If the Navigation Laws were to be abolished, the effect of 
which should be to reduce freights to the West Indies, would it have a. similar 
effect upon Cuba and Brazil freights <-No doubt, unless the British gave up 
building more vessels. , 

252. Mr. WUson.) Supposing the Navigation Laws were altered, and you 
had thereby a reduction in the freights to the British islands, why should that 
cause a reduction in the present rate of freight to Cuba 1-

:1.5 3. Chai''mun.] The question is this: whether, if there were to be a 
rep~al of the Navigation Laws, and the effect of the repeal of the Navigation 
Laws were to reduce the price of freights from the British West Indies, that 
would not equally have the effect of reducing the price of freight from Cuba 
and the Brazils i-I should say that it would have the effect of equalizing 
freights· from all parts. 

254· Sir E. buxton.] If the freights frum Jamaica are thereby reduced 28. 
a hundredweight, do you suppose that the freights from Cuba would also he 
\'eliuced 2 s. a hundredweight I-No. 

255. Why not r-Becau~e the foreign owners would have a right to send their 
ships where they pleased. They might go and bring freight from Cuba or from 
Jamaica, whicbever suited them best. If a shipowner heard that there was a 
bali crop in Jamaica, and a great number of vessels had gone there, and that . 
there was a good crop in Cuba, he would send his vessels to Cuba. 

256. Mr. Goulbum.] ·You were understood to say that there were a great 
lUany British ships at Cuba whi.:h could not get freight there, except at a very 
low rate, while freight was ruling high at Jamaica. Why did not those vessels 
go .to Jamaica ?-Those vessels were chartered for an express voyage, and were 
obI.gl'd tu go to th ... Havannah and MatnnzllS, and to rl'turn; after a certain 

(l.J~. Ie ;; number' 
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lIumber of lay-days bad expired, they must either pay demurrage or return, fun 
or empty. 

'J57· Chaif'lllall.] Generally speaking, ships are chaJ'tered for a particular 
commerce ?-They are chartered both ways. If a merchant w an idea 
that freights are to be very ,scarce, and he wants to get produce home from 
any port, and he thinks he can improve his speculation by chartering vessei8, 
he charters. 

258. Mr. Goulburn.] Does not he generally take the precaution of charter
ing in a case so uncertain as the sugar crop, so that if there is no freight in 
one spot he may obtain it in another 1-When ships are very abundant and 
willing to charter, you may make those stipulations with the shipowner but 
where merchants are wishing to charter and shipowners are not over anll.i~u. to 
charter, you must make the best bargain you can. 
, 2.';9· Was not your bargain to Cuba evidently a very bad bargain for the 
shipowner ?-It made no difference to the shipowner; he was to receive four 
guineas . 

• 26.0. But at the same time a ~uch higher price would have been received by 
him if he had proceeded to JamalC!\ ?...,;,He would not hin'e had the benefit; he 
'Would have received according to the charterparty . 
. 261. Mr. Wtlson.J At all events, the British shipowner in going to Cuba has 
~o compete with the Spanish shipownt'r, and in going to St. Croix, with the 
Danish shipowner, because the national flags are entitled to bring their sugars 
to this country upon the same terms as Blitish vessels 1-Yes. 

262. Cllairman.J Is there ilOt an extra duty charged upon all goods exported 
from Cuba in- a foreign ship, as compared with a Spani8h ship 1-1 should 
think there is. 

263. Mr. Wilson.] Is it not the fact, that an English ship bringing a cargo 
of sugar from Cuba to this country, has no advantage over a Spanish ship 
bringing it from a Spanish colony, nor over a Danish ship bringing it from a 
Danish colony ?-None whatever. 

264. Therefore. in the event of a repeal of the Navigation Laws, if the 
freights were reduced from an English colony. it could have no effect upon 
the freights in Spanish ships from Spanish colonies at present, nor in Danish 
ships from Danish,colonies at present r-None. 

265. Chairma1l.] At present, under the Navigation Laws, no ship can bring 
sugar from Cuba to Great Britain, except Spanish !Ships and British ships? 
-No. 

266. Are not two-thirds of the entire trade of Cuba carried on in foreign 
ships; and if the Navigation Laws were repealed. might not United States ships, 
Danish ships, Spanish ships, Prussian ships, ships of any country in the world, 
compete in bringing home ,sugar from Cuba 1-Yes, they might, if the Naviga
tion Laws were altered. 

267. Mr. Hope.] Do not a very large quantity of Hamburgh ships come to 
Cowes, and wait for orders, whose cargoes would in that case be landed in 
England, abd brought into the marliet here instead of being carried elsewhere? 
-Hamburgh ves~els, under an alteration of the Navigation Laws, could do 
that which they cannot do now. 

261!1. Chairman.] Is it not the fact that there is scarcelyaIJY sugar carried 
at all in Spanish ships ?-They are not employed to any great extent. 

269. Virtually it is not worth consideration ?-Not the competition from 
'.Spanish vessels; the ships of the United States would be the great carriers; 
the Hamburgh and Bremen ships would, be great carriers, and the Swedes 
would be great carriers. ' 

2io. There is no sugar at all scarcely carried in Brazilian ships ?-Very 
little; their vessels are almost entirely engaged in the coasting trade and the 
slave trade. 

27 1• Is not the result this, that a repeal of the Navigation Laws wonld affect 
the price of freights just as much in Cuba and Brazil as in Jamaica1-Freights 
'Would be equalized. 

2~2. You me.an that they would be equalized as between Jamaica and Cuba, 
and'as between Jamaica and Brazil ?-Freights might be high in Brazil and 
Jow in Cuba. 

2i3. Under 
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2i3. Under any circumstances I-Under any circumstances. It is the 
supply of the shipping at the port, and the quantity of the produce which the)" 
have to ship, which causes the difference. If there is more sugar on hand in 
Cuba, and fewer vessels to bring it. freights will rise; if there is little produce 
00 hand io Brazil, and many vessels, then freights fall. 

274. Mr. Wilson.] Practically, at the present moment is the sugar of Cuba 
sent to Europe cheaper than the sugar of the British·W est Indies, seeing that 
it is resorted to by all the continental ships i-I should say that it was, bIIt 1 
cannot speak practically upon the subjE;,ct.· . 

275. As the present law contemplates a perfect equalization ultimately of 
the duty on British and foreign sugars, the price of British West India sugar 
and the price of Brazilian sugar will be the same i~ this country as on the 
continent of Europe I-I should say so, decidedly. 

276. Without any differential duty, the price will be equalized I-Yea. 
277. Under those circumstances, supposing the Navigation Laws to remain 

as they now are, tbe foreign West Indies having the opportunity of sending 
their sugar home to Europe to a common market by any ships they pll'.ased, 
would be able to command freights at a Ipwer rate than the British colonies, 
being confined to British vessels r-It is my opinion that the freight in British 
vl'ssels would decline to a level with the foreig.ners, even without the alteration 
of the Navigation Laws. 

;278. Chairman.] Is it not a fact now that Great Britain has practically the 
monopoly of the carrying of the British sugar trade with Brazil and with Cuba 7 
-She has a great proportion of it ; 1 cannot say how -much; she bas at pre
sent the monopoly of the carrying trade of Brazilian and Cuba sugars to Eng
land, except such . portion as IDay he brought in Spanish and Braziliaa 
bottoms. 

:Ji9. Which is next to none ?-Comparatively none. 

John Bagshaw, Esq., a Memher of The House; Examined. ' 

280. Chairman.] YOU have heard the evidence which has been ,given hy }o"" Bag"'_. 
1\lr. Crooke I-I have heard with very great attention the evidence that bas Esq .... p. 

heen given by Mr. Crooke, and I agree with a great deal of it. There are 
some little differences in facts, which. I will take the liberty perhaps of correct-
ing, as my information may be better than his. 01' possibly his may be better 
than mine, but I will give my own version of the thing. I should mention that 
up to the time of the passing of the Act of J 836, by which the duties on East 
and West India sugar -were equalized, there was comparatively no sugar 
shipped to this country Crom India, except when a very fine season occurred in 
Calcutta, and the supply was beyond the demand and prices got down 'Very low 
indeed; theIl it was, and. then only, that shippers -of sugars could with any 
advanta.,ooe to themselves send them to this country, and pay the extra duty of 
88. per cwt. A statement, which I have in my hand, of the shipments of sugar 
from 1833 tathe present period, will show this exactly. I may just mention 
that, unfortunately for this country, in all our calculations there is always a kind 
of break; for our year bl"gins on the 1st of 1\lay, and ends 011 the 30th of April; 
therefore it is that you always. find the years put in this way: 1833-34, and 

183!!Wi'wt~cIfiist~~Jl~4 tnUMM\t~~'fpafl'r61otlP:l¥rm~B'thiafJrnt1ta1" in 
no less than 7,220 tons; it then went on, and in proportion as an increase of sugar 
to this country took place, so you have a decrease to other parts of the world. 
These figures are taken not from any books here, but from the Calcutta Cus
tom-house entries. The exports to other parts of the world had fallen off in 
12 years from 7,220 tons to 252 tons. Up to that period Calcutta looked for 
its export of sugars to other countries rather than to this. With the permission 
of the Committee, 1 will put in this paper. 

[Tile saDie was delivered m, ami is tIS follows:] 

0·32. EXPORTS 



MINUTES OF EnDENCE TAKEN BEFORI!i THE 

JaiN Bag."",,". 
Uq.1I.P. 

EXPORTS of SUGAR from Calculla. 

IS Febl1l8l'7 1848. 

To To To To To - Eoglaucl. ........ Amerioa. . China. OtberPOIIL 

1st May to 30th April: T ..... T ..... Tom. Too.. To .... 
1833 to 1834 - - - - 1,554 140 16 - - 7,1120 

1834 to 1836 - - - - 2,435 76 2 . - 6,128 

1835 to 1836 - - - - 7,621 129 256 2 6,096 

1836 to 1837 - - - - 14,033 176 lIO 6 8,641 
1837 to 1838 - - - - 22,956 38 2 - - 6,782 

1838 to 1839 - - - - 27,403 - - . 84 11 4,261 

1889 to 1840 - · - - 28,401 - - 8 j 4,228 
1840 to 1841 . · - - 66,030 - - 3 - - 2,666 

1841 to 1842 - · - - 66,828 - - - - - - 2,67'; 

1842 to 1843 - - - · ~0,505 - - - - - - 1,206 

1843 to 1844 - - · · 59,095 . - . - . - 231 

1844 to 1845. . - · - 58,385 - - - - - - 812-

1845 to 1846 - - · - 67,000 - - . - - - 262 

1846 to 1847 - - - · 82,021 - - - - - - 1,146 

1st May to 31st October 1847 - 35,601 - - - - - - 793 

281. Mr. Wilson.] How do you account for so large an increase in the export tq 
this country, and at the same time. so great a diminution in the export to 
other parts ?-It is easily to be accounted for. Prices were high in this 
country, which induced a large export from Calcutta, and lessened the export 
to other parts of the world. Of course everybody will look to the result of 
their shipments. The Committee will allow me to speak of Tirhoot, in North 
Behar, of which I had some acquaintance in the course of my business expe
rience as a merchant resident in Calcutta. I may premise that I have very little 
interest in that country at this moment; I believe that a couple of thousand 
pounds in the Dacca Sugar Company is the only interest that I have, and 
therefore it is not of that consequence that it should bias me in my opinions, 
or in my facts, in any way whatever. At that time my late firm was agent 
to a very large indigo planter, the late Mr. A. Nowell. A few years ago it 

. was considered eJl:pedient, taking it in' an agricultural point of view, to 
have a rotation of crops, and sugar was thought of. It was proposed to cul
tivate it for a few years, and then to bring the land into indigo again; and J 
am sorry to say that my departed friend and his executors have suffered very 
greatly indeed by the eJl:periment. I find, from some accounts that I have, 
that 25,000.1. was expended in machinery to go out to that-country, and in 
buildings, which were just being prepared when this unfortunate extra quantity 
came in from Cuba and various parts of the ","orld. The effect has been 80 
8erious that the whole of that 25,000 t. has been nearly lost. The cultivation 
will, I am afraid, he entirely given up in consequence. I believe I can appeal 
also to another very extensive work in that part of the country, namely that of 
the Tirhoot Company. I believe they have determined to give up the cul
tivation of sugar also. The unfortunate Dobah Company have also determined 
upon giving up' their works. I understand from one of the managers that last 
year they went into it rather deeper than they should have done, and that 
upon 7,000 tons of sugar and 350,000 gallons of rum manufactured, their 10sRes 
were above 50,000 I. The company have expressed their determination to aban· 
don their works for the future; and, from the information which I have had from 
India, it appears certain that the great majority of manufactories by Europeans 
in India will cease working, in consequence of the reduced prices prevailing in 
this country. With reference to the zemindary that Mr. Crooke descrihed as 
paying so large a sum ill the shape of rent, I will just explain to ilie Committee 
that the heavy land tax which is paid by the natives oflndia to Government, out 
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of a revenue of 20 millions, exct'eds 13 million$; and the natives of India, or John·BtIff.haw, 
the zemindars rather, would not be able to pay that most extravagant impost;. £"'). ".P. 
amounting, as is believt'd, upon common land to Iline-tenths ofthe I'ental, but 
from the lact that the zemindars are enabled by the letting of lands to indigo 10 February 1848• 
planter_, and sugar planters, and growers of opium to obtain a much greatt'r 
rent, and thus are l'nabled to make up for the deficiency that othl'rwise would 
accrue in the rentals to ryots of land of inferior descriptions. It follows, there-
fore, as a matter of coursl', that the zemindars would be greatly injured if the 
cultivation of >!lugar, that has been'l>rogressing 80 well since the year 1835,' 
Rhould now be le~sened. A question was asked Mr. Crooke, as to the nature 
of tha trade in r'um between Calcutta and Australia. 1 may mention, from my 
own knowledge, that when rum is cheap, from an over-supply in this country, 
the export takes place from here; on the contrary, when it is high· here and 
low in Bengal, it generally goes from the place of its manufacture; but at the 
same time the European ir..habitants of Australia give a most decided preference 
to West India rum, and will pay double for what they will pay for East 
India. 

282. Mr. Wilson.] East India rum is of inferior quality ?-Yl's, it is of infe
rior quality, but of grl'ater strength. The next thing I should wish, with the 
permission of the Committee, is to P\.t in some l'xtract-s from a letter, written 
by the East India and China Association, and addressed to Lord John Russl'lI. 
In order to mal(e it as short as possible, I 'have extracted portions, and I will' 
not give the whole. . 

2b3. Chairman.] Will you read the extracts ?-"When, in 1826, the Legis~. 
lature cunced~d to British India an equalization of the dutil's on sugar \\ith 
those of the British plantations, it was considered that a boon was. thereby 
conferrl'd upon India, as some compensation for the supercession of the native 
manufacturers, by an unequal system of taxation in favour of British goods; 
the boon then given lI'a8 an equal participation in thtl protecting duties 
\lnjoyed by the West India colonieR, say between '.14 s. and 63 s., difference 
398. per cwl., and upon the faith of its continuance a great extent of 
capital has been embarked in the manufacture of sugar; new processes and 
improvements adopted, and expensive machinery erected, but· the law is' 
c\langed before that capital is repaid. or remunerative. In 1841, when the 
Government proposed a differential duty of 128. per cwt. between colonial 
and foreign sugars, Parliament refused to accede to the proposal, and the above 
stated prohibitory duty (638.) was continul'd. In 1844 the Legislature deter
mined to abolish prohibitory duties, and to place the ~ugar duties on a different 
footing, but in so doing, still ga,'e the colonist and Indian planter reason to 
believe that the principle of differential duty 1I.ould be preserved, especially . 
against slave-grown sugar. But in 1846, totally changing the system so 
vehemently iusisted UpOrt in 1845, the difference was' still further reduced to a 
protection of'7s. only, which .altogether expift's in 1851, "hen all foreign 
su~ars, including slave-grown, are to be admitted on equal terms with colonial 
ana India sugars. It i8 known that the. sugar producers of British India can
not join in the very urgl'nt dl'mands of the West Indian and Mauritius planters 
for lin increased supply of labour, that being in British India abundant; but 
British Iudia is subject to peculiar clisadvantages which require to be redressed· 
before its produce ought to be placed in competition with that of other 
countries; amongst .tht'se \\e may briefly advert to the following-first, three 
millions 8terliLg and upwards annually taken from the revenue of India, towards' 
the payment of the home charges of the East India Company, without any 
return whatever; second, fortunes accumulatt'd in India by the civil·and 
military servi('l's, st'ldom, if ever, remaining in that couutry, annually increase 
the capital of Gft'at Britain, from the rt'sources of India; third, the well-known 
fact, that ofthe revenue rabed in Briti~h India, the largest portion. of it is from·. 
th~ land, by which its rrodm:e is necessarily burdened, this amounts to nearly 
thIrteen and a bllif millions sterling; fourth, the difficulties which importers 
are subjt'ct,.to. from the WilY in which the duties are levied at the custom
houses of Great Britain, no importl'r being certain as to what rate of duty his' 
s~gars will be charged with, though he has purchased them in the full expecta
tion that 14s. per cwt. lIould he taken." These are some extracts which I bt'g. 
to P'!t in, as embodying the views of the Eru.t India body, which have bee~ 
~I'elully considered, and which I tbink are very just. 
~32. F 
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284. You can speak to the truth of them as an East India merchant 1-
I can. The next document which I shall venture to put in is a very clever 
work; it is the annual circular of Messrs. Laing: and Bruxner; colonial brokers 0 
I have read it with the greatest possible care. It states the prices per cwt. of 
West India and East India and Mauritius sugar during the last year, and it 
goes on to give the price of sugar as contradistinguished from malt for distilla
tion; it then goes. on to state what the prices for East and West India and 
Mauritius sugar had been at various times of the year, with the deductions fOl' 
duty, and the deductions for charges, leaving the net amount to the importet' 
or owner of it. It then gives a few admirable remarks I and I am quite con
Yinced,from having read it with the greatest possible care and attention, that 
it will be found to elucidate the subject of East India, West India, and Mauritius 
sugar, to the satisfaction of the Committee, and everybody whll reads it. 

[TIle Witness delivered in the same, which is asfollows:] 

SUGAR. 

TUIS article, forming as it does, at even the late depressed!rices, one-sixth of the total 
imports of the Unite<.l Kingdom, must at all times deman the seriouo attention of all 
engaged in the foreign commerce of the country. It!! conuexlUD dUl'iug the past year with 
the canses which have produced the downfall of so many mercantile firms of the first .tand
ing and European reputation, renders the condition of the tl'Ude not merely one of inten ... 
intere~t, but of vital importance. There are appearances in t~e political horizon wbich can 
hardly be mistaken, Reiterated assevel'ations in all the organs of a powerful party, thut the 
suecessive admission of foreign sugar, the produce uf free labour, and then of slave labour. 
atmqderate distinctive duties, had been aile of the most promiuent causes nf the sever. 
c;ommercial crisis frolll which the cuuntry is now just emerging, would lead to the infer. 
enc~ that upon ~his CJu~stion the ~attle of party Will be fought, or attempted to be fought, 
dUl1ng the ensumg slttmg of Pal'hament. . 

'l'he following table is computed from business actually done in tbe first week of eacll 
month. A careful examination of it wiII show discrepancies which appear a1mo.t para
doxical. These discrepancies are, however, simple historical truths, and rIghtly considered. 
will {lot only lead to a correct judgment of the past, but .er.e as a guide and beacon for the 
future. We have interc8lcu\ated the date, 22 January, because on that day sugar reached 
its highest point. The Gazette averages are the prices in bond. 

WES1' INDIA. lIIAURI1'IUS. EAS? INDIA. 

--- Bro. Good. Goette. Ibo. n Gr. Gazette. Bro. Wh. Rb. 0 ... &&& 

- --- - -
January · 46 53 34 2t 40 48 86 4 87 66 80 82 06 

22 January , 48 55 - 44 ii4 - 40 68 40 -
February · 47 64 37 - 44 62 87 el 4O 61 3D 31 lIj 
March · 47 63 36 26 42 60 84 Hi 40 66 38 37 II! 

April · , '44 61 83 Ii 42 49 32 7 30 64 38 86 46 
May · - 42 50 80 " 38 '7 26 8 38 62 36 81 6'. 
June · · 39 46 28 9! 38 46 28 6i 38 62 36 3a 86 

July · · 37 46 26 2j 87 46 29 8 86 6t 84 38 76 
August · 36 46 27 -i 37 46 21 8 86 62 84 20 -
Septemiler · 36 46 26 10 84 46 24 8i 34 62 33 24 7 

October - a6 44 24 76 83 43 23 Jj 84 62 81 29 111 
November · 84 I 42 22 9i 80 40 21 81 81 49 80 28 6 

necember · 33 4j! 22 8i 29 40 22 2i 31 411 29 26 10i 
, 

The lowest kinds of sugar are purposely exclnded from the above table, the importations 
of them having been in such quantities aud under such circumstanCA!8 \IS to lead to the 
inference that they were operations altogether beyond a regular course of buoiness. 

On the opening or the markets on the 6th January, a rapid rise in the price of com, the 
transmission of orders to the United States, and to the north of Europe, for the purcbase of 
t!eteai productions of every description, the avowed expectation in authoritative quarters 
. that wheat would rise to • famine price; and the nece.sary results, the exportation of 
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Inrge quantities of bullion, and acarcity at bome, did not pre .. ent a most vigorous demand 
for Bugar of every description; and tbe consequence was, that prices rose frolll day to day, ' 
until on the 22d of the same, month prices saw their maximum. ,From that day until 
a mooth ago prices receded, and now remaio stt-ady at tbe extreme depressioo, with little 
pro.pect uf eitber HOY sudden or extensive rise or fall. ' 

10 examining Ihe table, it will not.fail to be observed', that strong brown'sugars main
blined in the earlv part of the year a disproportionally high price. Thi .. was no doubt 
owin~ to an eXpeCbltion prevailiog in many quarters that sugar would be allowed to be 
used In the manufacture of spirits and fermented liquol's, and that tbe permission would De 
largely acted upon., ' • , ' " 

Upon these expectations, many speculative purchase, uf sugar were made, which bad' the 
double effect of seriously injuring not only the immediate speculato ... , but also, by unnatu
tally raising the prices of low strong sugar, of encouraging the importations of descriptions 

, totK/ly unfit for this market, to the ruin of many of the shippers and their connexious. 
Huw far such speculations were justified, may be judged of by the following calculations, 

which were acces.ible to all who chose to look fur the neces.<ary information. Oue qllarter 
malt will produce 18 gallons spirits; one quarter barley will produce 24 go.lIons spirits; 
one quarter oat ... ill produce 1\1 gallons spirits. (In manufacturing spirits it is usual with 
distillers to use the three materials ill the proportion of 18 quartel's oats, 1 quarter malt, 
and 1 quarter barley.) One cwt. of browu West India sugar will produce ,11 1;1I110n8 of 
spirits. Taking the first column ofthe preceding table as Il guide, we quote the following: 

COST Prioe of SPIRITS distilled from SUGAD • 

Price or Price Co,t Price of Priee 

JoA .. , B"&",A ..... , 
Esq .•.•• 

Coat 
DATB, 

8ull"" D. P. In BoDd. of Spiritl. 
DATB. 

SU,Jar Da P. In Bond. of Spirito, 

January · - 45 81 \I 10 July . - - 37 23 2 1 

February · - 47 33 8 - Augus* 
, - - 36 22 2 -

March · - . n 33 8 - September - . a6 22 2 -
April · · - U 80 ' 2 9 Ootober - - 3i.i 21 I 11 

May - · - 42 28 2 6 November - - 34 20 1 9 

Juno · - . 39 26 \I 3 December - - 33 19 I 8' 

COST Prioe of!';PlIUTS distilled from Oats (18), Malt (I), and 'Barley (I). 

DATE, 
I Pr .... Price Price Spirltl 

DATB, 
Priee Price Pri"" Spirits 

or Oats. . of Malt. of Barley. porGanon. of O&t.tl. .fMalt. of Barley. porGa1lo .. 

Jan~.ry - - 34 17 51 \I -1 July - - 28 69 46 1 81 
February · - &0 74 61 2 4 August - - 27 66 40 ' ,I 11 
M.reh · - 37 71t 60 2 \I September - '26 61 3c) I & 

April • · . 86 69 &9 2 -, Ootobor 
. 

iq . - 26 67 28 I 

May. - . 86 73 60 II -6 November . 20 61 27 I 7i 
Juno - - - 8' 76 50 2 -6 Deoombe. - - 28 4\1 27 1 7 

The resnlls of tho Two Caloulations are .. follow.: 
, 

~ " ~ Ii 
~ 

• - ~ ~ 1 ..; ~ S • ~ 

e e Ii 'i! i Ii ~ r. .!C s • 
;t 8 

iii 
.. ~ ~ Ii' Q 0 • .. .. • ... ., 0 lI:: Q -- - --' 

Sugar - 2 10 3 - 8 - 2 ~ 2 ~ 2 3 2 , 2' - 2 - 111 1 9 1 8 

Grain - 2 -1 2 4 2 \I 2 -l 2 -I 2 -1 1 81 I q I 6 I 6i I 7j I 7 ---- -'- -- 9' , - 8 - 10 . at - 66 - 2 j - '6 - q - 6 - 'I - Ii - 1 . 
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John 8agala.'Di, 
Esq. M;P. 

D ATB. 
, 

January -
February 0 

M .... ch - 0 

Apnl - 0 

May - 0 

June ... -

---

January -
Deduct duty 

Freight, &c. 
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1'lIu. sllowing in evr.ry month of tile year a balance in favour of distillation from ~roin. It 
must however be observed, that when a plant IS pu!'!'osdy prected fo~ the ~I.tdlatl()n of 
sugar, ilie expenses of working are much Ie •• than In the case of gralR. 1 he Important 
Learing of the above tabl ... on the sugar trode we shall allude to by and ~y. It IS 8uffi
cient to observe at present, that at no time durmg the year was there a Just ground for 
ex~cting any material consumption of sugar in the distillation of ardent spirits, putting 
aSide the well-grounded objection on the Ilart of rectlfiel'8 that an alteration in the 
fiavour ofthe spirit might inj ure tbe consumption. , " 

As regards the consumption of sugar a8 a substitute for malt, there IS a still stronger 
objection on the last·nllmed ground of al~ration in finvour, .. 'l'he economical condition of' 
the question resla upon equally determrnate bases as spmts, 180.lbs. of hrown West 
India sugar, clean and sound, bemg equal to one quarter of malt, used In the manufacture of 
porter. 

SOlZ'or, C05t of C(Jst of DATB. Sugar COBt. of COlt or 
per Cwt. 180 lb •. t qr. Malt. per Cwt. 180 lb •. 1 qr. Mall. 

- 45 72 9 71· July - - - 81 69 6 80· 

- 47 16 6 14 August - 0 36 61 10 86· 
0 47 75 6 ,3 September 0 0 86 57 10 61 
0 46 11 2 69 October 0 - 85 66 8 67 
0 42 • 67 6 13· November - 0 34 64 8 61 
- 39 62 8 10" December 0 . 83 60 3 49 ---- ----

764 2 790 
-------Averllge - - . 0 - 63 8 65 10 

63 8 --Average difference in favour of Sugar - 0 0 2 , 
In examining this table we perceive that the use of sugar as n substitute for molt Was 

only advantageous in an economical point of view during the n)nomalting senson, the aste
risks exactly marking the time, while the advantage ibclf was so -triftiug, that no induce
ment was held ont to brewel's, and in fact very little sugar was used in hrewin'g except bv 
way of experiment, and then only as a partial substitute for malt. . 

'thus we see thnt the expectation of an increa.ed consumption of sugal' by its lise in di .. 
tilleries and breweries was formed witbout sufficient data, and that mischief resulted in 
excessive importations of low sugar, fostered by an unnaturally high price. 

The following table will show in a still clearer light the action of tbese operations; opera
tions no doubt partially but not entirely founded on the above'false data. In fact, the im
portation of any. articles in which a gl'eat difference in quality prevails, and subject at the 
place of consumption to a heavy fixed duty, must generally prove a losing game. We call 
the auty payahle on sugar fixed, as the legal discriminations are at ome impracticable and 
unjust. 

WEST Il1DI4. I MAU&ITIUS. EAST IN DI A. 

0 I Whi. Bro. Good. Gazette. Bro. Grey. Gazette. Bro. Kba. Gazette. - - ~ 

- - 45 53 84 21 40 48 35 4 87 56 39 32 9i - - 14 14 - - 14 14 - - 14 14 14 -._---------- --- -31 89 34 2j 26 34 35 4 25 32 9, - 0 8 8 8 - 8 8 8 - ' 10 10 10 10 .-
------------ ----

Result to shippers . 28 81 26 26 18 26 27 4 
~~ 
13 32 16 22 96 

- == =,= = -------
December - - , . 38 42 22 81 29 40 22 21 81 49 29 25 10 f 
Deduct duty, - - 14 14 - 0 14 14 - 0 14 14 a • -----I- -

I 
--19 28 22 8t 16 26 29 2i 17 35 16 25 lot 

Freight, &C. 0 . 8 8 8 - 8 8 8 - 10 10 10 10 -- - I - ---
Result to shippera - 11 20 14 8' 7 18 14 21 7 25 (; lIS 10 f . 

~ '- -:-
-" 

Difference in result - 12 II' 11 5f II S' 13 11 6 10 f 

}'all per cent. - 0 il2 35 44 ~ 30 48 46 22 I 66 • 30 
,- , 
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In January the middle quoted net price of West -India sogar was 27 •• , the Gazette J.h. BogsA",,!, 
a •• ",,"e 26 •• 2 i d., diff.reDce 9 j d.: heDce the quality actually sold OD the average 'was E'~ .... ,. 
below" the medium price. . 

In December the middle quoted net price was 15 s. 6 d., the Gazette average 148. 8 f d" . 12 febru~ry l¥. 
differe""" 8 i d. Hence the quality actually .old was, OD the average, below the quoted 
price and tbe differeDce iD each case being the S8me, it follows that equal proportions of 
fine ~nd low sugar b.si been brought to market in January and December. 

In JaDuary the middle quoted net price of Mauritius sugar was 22 •• , the Gazette a.erage 
278. 4 do, difference 5 8. 4 d. HeDce the medium quality actually sold was aho.e the medium 
quoted price. , • 

In December the middle quoted net price was 12 •• 6 d., the Gazette average 14 •• 2 i d., 
difference 1 s.·8 i d. Hence the a"e~e quality actually sold was above the medium price. 
But the diff.rence in the latter case beJDg much less than in the former case, it follows that 
the average quality Bold in December was much below that sold in JaDuary. 

In January the JDiddle quoted price of East IDdia was 24 B. 6 d., the Gazette average 
24 .. 9 6 d., difference 31 d. Hellee the average quality actually sold was a little above the 
avera"'e quoted price. . 

In 'December the middle quoted price ..... 17 B., and the Gazette average 17 s. 10 t d., 
diflerence 10 i d. Bence the average quality actu.lly sold was .bove the medium qlloted 
price. But the difference in the latter case being greater, it follows that a better average 
quality of East India su~ar was .old in December than in Jllnllary. 
. Following this lip to a plllctical result. we find that East India sugar having improved io 
qualitv, fell 28 per ceDt. in net result to the shipper. 

That West ind ia having neither improved nor tilllen off in quality, fell 44 per cent. in lIet 
.... ult to the shipper. 

That Mauritius hllving faileD off ill quality, fell 48 per cent. in net result to the shipper. 
Takina all the brown .IId kh.ur, we find the medium depr .. sion in price to the shIpper 

to be 63°per cellt.; but takillg good West India, litir grey Mauritius,. aDd white Bengal,. 
we find the av.t'age depression ~ be only 28 per cellt. 

The next thing which I wish to place on record is the amount of machinery 
which has been shipped from this country to British possessions in India, in 
each year from 183& to 1846. 

[Tlte saIne was delivered in, and is as follows:] 

S'I"ATE:>tIENT of thn declared Value of MACHINERY and MILLWORK exported from the 
United Ki~gdom to British Possessiolls in India, in each Year, from 1835 to 1846 
inclusive. 

£. 
1885 - 12,524 
1836 - 7,550 
1837 - 7,402 
1838 - 29,869 
1830 - 75,948 
1840 - 66,057 
1841 - 52,153 
1842 - 48,394 
1843 - 44,966 
1844 - 62,080 
1845 - 91,838 
11146 - 116,766 

285. Mr. Wilsoll.] Is there any D,leans of showing for what purpose that 
machinery was usrd i-No; but I may be permitted perhaps to say that in 
Calcutta, as Mr. Crooke mentioned, we can now manufacture stt'am.t'ngines, 
but nol on so cheap a scale as they can in this country; and I am bold there~ 
fore in saying; not knowing what has been going on in Calcutta in the manu~ 
facture of steam-engines and apparatus for sugRr on the spot, that lin amount 
of hillf Il million sterling has really been expendt'd in machinery for the' sole 
purp08e of IDllnufacturing sugar. That is my firm eon~iction, and I judge so 
from my own participation in the matter when I was in busintl:<s as Il merchant 
in Calcutta. I was one of the 'first who introduct'd the ncuum pan in that 
country, and it answered so remarkably wt'll that 1 subst'quently eent another, 
and my successors have now increased them to four or fh'e: tht'y are capable 
of producing ahout 10,000 to 12,00Q tonsot' sugar. 1 may mention that 
ont' of the "/lcuum pans is the largest that e,'er wes made; it acts rEmarkably 
"eIl; and if circumstances had gone on in the smooth way that all frit'nds to 
sligar plnntfrs could have wished, I should say, though the gentlt'n:an who gave 
. 0.32. F 3e"idence 
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Jolm Bog.A"., eridence before Aeemed not to be of my opinion, that sugar equal to the best Eoq...... sugar sold in fliis country, could be produced at nine rupees.per maund. In 
... '. the invoices which I have seen froID a sugar factory of which I am at this 

" Feb.....,. 1841. 'momell~'a. small proprietor, the highest price put fur that sugar. though the 
produce of the raw material makes it rather an extravagant price; is only nine 
rupees per maund. I may be allowed to say that in justice to the brother of 
the gentlema1l .WhomMr.Crookehasmentioned.Mr.Haworthisthemana..<>.er 
ofthis'pal'tictilar factory. Another paper which I should wish to put in is one 
of my own preparing, but I am quite sure of its correctness. I have taken the 
average price of East India sugar in London, in January 1847, at 37 s. a ewt., 
Olr 8i I. a toil t the duty "as 14.r. a cwt., and the freight, insurance, and charges 
in London equal to'IOs. a cwt: 

2Sff. Clrai7'mall.]· Do you mean in this particular year when freights Wl're 
high r-I havl! taken one yeat with another, but I have taken the average of 
the year, because the sugar that arrived in London at the commencpmeut of 
the year must have been shippe~ in the month of September, nnd freights were 
Dot 88 high then,; I have taken the average at 6/. lOS., and I calculute that 
6 I. 10 8. freight and 3 I. 101. charges would make the tptal charges per ton 
for tbe year 1847. . 

287. Mr. M. Giblon.] What is the ordinary rdte of freight and insurance F
st. 5; it is remarkable how it fluctuates; the rate of freight in Caleutta may 
be said to be governed entirely by the demand for rice in this country. If you 
have no demand for rice, the dead weight freights are low; but if on the 1'00-
trary there is a demand for rice, freights rise. 

288. Mr. Wilson.] If there were a continual demand for freights would not 
the quantity of shipping increase, so that freights would not continue to be 
more than 51. Ii ton ?-Exactly. 

289. The other is an accidental demand?-Certainly. This paper shows that 
the proceeds upon a ton of brown sugar, on the 1st of January 1847, would be 
138. a cwt. 

290. Mr. M. Gibson.] What quality of sugar is that !-I call it a low brown 
sugar. . 

291. Chairman.] Do you a,,"Tee with the evidence of Mr. Crooke. that two
thirds of the sugar that comes from India is of rather a fine quality F-Last 
),ear, in consequence of a belief that sugar would be used in this country in 
distilleries, a large quantity of low quality sugar was imported from India; that 
did not however turn out to he the case, and therefore those sugars went down 
to a very low price as compared with the finer sorts; I take the net proceeds 
of brown sugar to be 138. a cm. In the price current of October 1847. the 
first quality of sugar is quoted at from 9 rupees to 9 rupees 8 annas per maund; 
and as a manufacturer of sugar I should say that 9 rupees was the proper price, 
that it ought not to.be higher. 

292. i\lr. Wilson.] 'Ihat is the best sugar ?-Yes. And it would give a net 
proceed of 32 I. per cwt. for white sugar sold in January 1847, and of 158. for 
khaur, and ~ wish the Committee to mark the diffl'l'ence between the price in 
January amI December! brown sugar sold in January for 378. a cwt., and in 
December it sold for 31s. a cwt. i and in December, instead of giving 138. 
a cwt., it gave only 7'8. per cwt. to the importer, while white sugar, being more 
in demand,· gat'e 21 8. a cwt. to the importer, and khaur, which had been brought 
in large quantities in expectation of being used in distilleries, gave only 5 s. a 
cwt.; the fall in price in that period was in brown sugar 46 per cent.; in white 
sugar I have also gone a little further, and shown what the loss to the importer 
was; taking the Btatem~nt from the price current of Calcutta. I find that the 
importer lost io. brown'sugar lOt. 14 8. 8 d. per ton, whilst upon white he lost 
6l. 16 I. 8 Ii. per ton, and upon khaur '1 I. 1 If. 4 d. 

r The lI'itnes6 delieered in thl laTTU:, WJhich is liS j()IlO'WI :] 

E.\Sl' 
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EAST INDIA SUQAR. 

- BROWlf. W IItTB. KBAOB. , 

£. ,. d. £. •• d. £. I • Il. 
A V8I'II!" prico in LoadoD in De-

I • 29 oembor 1B47 - - . - 81. - - 46 .. .. - -
Duty . - . . . 14 - - 14 - - 14 - ---- ~ -t. 17 - - 8\ - - 16 - -
F..,;ght., inm,._. and charges in 

10 8 LondoD . . . - - 10 8 - 10 10 - -
.. . -. ...-

N e\ proce.d, P"" !,'" - - - , 12 - 20 \0 .. 8 'li -
lone 1847: COlt in Calcutta, per 
, ·wn, at. 7 rupees per Dalar maund, 

exchange at 2:'0 per rupee ;; 19 8 8 at 6 rup .... 

. 

27 8 8 allOro,.... 18 lit .. 
LORfIl to importer, per ton - £. 10 14 8 6 18 8 7 1 " 

,Exclnoive of Calcutta charges. of comm;"ion, shipping, boat-hire, b. 

293. Chairman.] If the price had been kept UP. how would the' case have 
8t004 ?-·The Committee will believe me, when I say that this paper is as per. 
feet a representation of the trade at the commencement aJld end, of the year 
J 847, as can possibly be given, and, it shows the difference. 

l The Witness delivered in the same, fDkich N 118 folloto8 :] 

EAST INDIA SUGAR. 

-- BROWN. WHITE. KUAUD.. 

. 

£. •• d. £ • •• d. £. •• d. 
Avetog. price in London in J ""uary 1847, per too . 37 - - 66 - - 39 - -
Duty . . - - - - - - - 14 - - I' - - U - -

28 - - 49 - - 26 - -
Freight, inl"'8O'; •• aDd charges in toadon - - 10 - - 10- - - 10 - -

18 - - 82 - - Iii - -
Average pri •• in London in December ~847 - -

~. 

31 - - 46 - ~ 29 - .. 
Dut)' - - - - - - - - - a - - l4, - - U - -

17 - - 81 - - 16 - -
Freight, inBu"",,,. and charg'81 in London . - - lQ e - 10 -. 

., JO. - -
7 - - 21 - - '6 . -

=",,--- == 
Price in JlUluary 1847, ezolueiTti of aU chargee .. 

above - - - - - - - - IS .. - 32 - - 16 - -
Pri •• I" December 18'7, ewnoiv8 of oJl charge ... 

ahove - - - - - - - . , 
~ - It - - 6- - --Difference in reo .. lt - - - . . - 6 - - 11 - - 10 - -

FaU per cent. , . - . - - £. 48 - - 86 - - 86 - -
294. Mr. lVilson.] The January price was a high price consequent upon the 

speCUlation of there being a demand for those sugars for use in distilleries 1-
That was a speculation merely on low quality Rugara. 

295· Tbere was a large advance upon the price of sugar in January J 847, in 
o.J'.l. p 4 consequtDce 

, . 
JolI" BaglA ..... 

E.~. ".P .. 
11 February 1848. 



Joh. Rag. how, 
Eoq .... P~ 

II February 1848. 

SHIPMENTS. 

Quarters 18U-45: 
bt. 1 December 1844 

to 28 February 1840 
III. 1 March 1845 to 

31 May 1846- -
3d. 1 June 11146 to 

31 August 184S . 
4th. I September 1845 

to 30 Novemberl845 

'l'OT.&.L8 .. - -
Qua,"" 1 846-46 : 

lst. 1 December 1845 
to 28 February 1846 

lid. I Marcb 1846 to 
31 May 1846- -

3d. 1 Juue 1846 to 
31 August 1846 ~ 

4th. 1 Sf!ptember 1846 
to 30 November 1846 

TOTALS - - -
Quarters 1846-47: 

lat. I December 1846 
to 28 February 1847 

2d. 1 March 1647 to 
31 May 1847 • -

3d. 1 lune 1847 to 
:1l August 1847 • 

4th. 1 Septemher 1847 
to SO N ovcmbcr IM7 

'fOTA.LS - - -

MINUTES OF EVIVENCE TAKEN BEFORE THE 

consequence of the expectation of sugar being allowed to be used in breweries 
and distilleries 1-0nly \\ ith low sugar; a very inferior kind of sugar which 
cost nve rupees in Calcutta when the best sold for ten. . 

296. On those very sugars the great loss has taken place 1-Ye.s. 
297. Mr. Hope.] Is tbat calculation taken outhe average of the prices 

throughout the year ?-No, it is taking the two extremes. The next pap!'.!' 
I wish to put in is an account of the export of printed and plain ('ottons, 
coloured cottons, cotton tWists, and woollens; and J wish the Committee to 
observe from this, that just as the trade in sugar fell off, so did the export fron~ 
this country to India falloff in the same proportion; thus I find in the las' 
quarter of 1845, the value of exports of plain cottons was 300,4111., and in the 
last quarter of 1847 it was only 146,800 I. That is up to November the 30th. 
In consequence of the ships of the East India Company sailing before Chris.tmas, 
it .has been the custom of the trade to make up their .exports to the 30th of 
November, instead of.the 31st of December. .. ; • 

298. Mr., Wilson.] But that is for the three m011ths ending at that time?
Yes; the export value of printed cottcJOS was 22,6471. in the quarter ending 
30th November 1845, and it:was only 6,5361. in the quarter ending 30th 
November 1847. . 

299. Do you attribute that falling off to the falling off in the importation 
of sugar ?-Yes, I attribute it to the stagnation of trade consequent upon it; 
It is an extraordinary fact, but from the very commencement of the sugar 
cultivation in India, piece goods, either Indian or piece goods in this country, 
have always gone in exactly an opposite direction to sugar. The manufac
tures . of this country drove out frOID India lhe manufactures of India. Sugars 
succeeded to them, and sugar came one way and manufactured goods came 
the other. But if sugar could not come home with adV'antage, el"!lU manufac
tures could not go from this country with advantage. 

[The Witness delivered in the Paper, which is asfollows:] 

A 'BSTRACT of the CUGOBS of SJUPS cleared to Calcutta, from Lcmdtm, Liverpool, and the CIII". 

PLAII! COTl'ONS. PRINTED COTTONS. 
COLOURED 

COnON TWIST. WOOLLENS. 
COTl'ONS. 

~ 

YartU. £. SteTlg. Yardl. £:Slerlg. Yardl. f.S/trig Lb .. L Stsrig. Pfoc ... Bu. t.Stw'g. 

18,069,069 237,626 2,975,072 48,150 1,~,860' 27,975 3,061,soo 142,231 1118 813 114,074 

24,257,660 835M2 2,461,800 28,376 1,246,910~ • 87,315 2,834,4& UI,383 36 299 .12,491 .. 
26,028,772 302,371 1,601.8'1 2.5,460 1,802,999 46,00' 2,600,180 134,(68 186 204 16,0f8 

· 21,430,939 300,411 2,675,040 ~,674 1,8(1;,418 47,109 2,271,624- 117.371 283 !ISO 14,610 -- --
1,0681. 01,786,3M 1,2&,510 OJ713,7['3 124.660 5,1l-20,176 158,4U3 10,717,159 636,4li3 66i 00,231 

~ . I 

29,079,479 400,008· 1,672,940 36,SM 1,968,035- c..3,143 4,632,736 23-1,717 324 ISS 13,881 

38,380,848 460,939 2,252,007 32,000 11,462,676 63,0.99 5.300,758 2(]!.,890 ~ 878 211,011 

• 2~,613,155 367,484- 754,642 22,006 1,699,056 44,500 2,500,980 12O,:W2 - - 1171 ~1,740 

21.172,885 263,131 .. 814,105 _ J5,3i6 979,930 24,769 3,459,448 160,184 816 14;176 - . 
-------

I 768,188 I 117,146,367 1,491,882 5,493,754- 10'>,981 7,009._ 186,510 ]0,073,920 772 1.1"7 tilI,_ 

I 

" . ~,5001 
. " 

· 22,220,840 200,686 1,122,863- 20,809 860,818 3,264,274 167,8611 · - 203 12,732 

30,694,630 S9"l~638· 18;777,122 40,436 1,606,309 43,926 ~,222,268 240,48.> · . 323 17,!l41 

2G7,437 21,018,555 827,421 16,889 1,480,324 30,932 1 1,685,779 80,829 - - 312 16,900 

320,782 6,536 • 826.064 21,714 1.024,048 47,126 80 6,926 11,800,999 146,~08 · -- ~ --f--._-
131,187 11I,198,3(l1.1 626,308 6G,70;),0'.14 1,103,5G9 21,1148.188 84,720 4.772,625 - - 018 63,854 

, 
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300. I find by the account which you gave in before, that in the six months ,John Rags'.aw, 
~nding 31st October 1847, the shipment of sugar had been 35,601 tons, which Esq. ".P. 
is as large a proportion as in the preceding year, and therefore' it would 5e the. 
exportations of last year that would govern the importations· of last year 1- to February 1848. 
Whatever the quantity might be, the net proceeds, according to my statement, 
amounted to nil. 

301. But the importations could not be ascertained. then f,-But the ppe
rations do not commence in Indip..; they commence in this country; the sugar 
is brought home as a return for the operations commenced here. 

302. Are you not of opinion that the state of the money market, and the 
difficulty of obtaining advances, had more effect upon the export of manufac
tured goods than any other circumstance during the last six months of the 
last year ?-I am bound to say that it had a good deal to do with it; the trade 
of India cannot be carried on unless there is a good deal of credit participating. 
one-third 'capital lind two· thirds credit.· At the same time the low price of 
sugar, in consequence of the large importations, has crippled a certain descrip
tion of persons, who have not been able to operate in the purchase or ship
ment, or making advances upon manufactured goods to India. I do not mean 
to attribute it entirely to one cause, but to a combination of causes; but it has 
been one element in that combination. I published a little pamphlet in 1844, 
which contains a good many things relative to the manufacture of sugar. 
I will, with the permission of the Committee, extract some parts of it. , 

303. ClIairman.] You are going to show that the importation of manu
factures from India has ceased, and that the importation of sugar has taken 
its place ?-Yes; this is an extract from the" Friend of India," which I 
copied in my work. "In treating of the exports from this presidency, 
Bengal, our first duty is to shed a tear over the grave of the now defunct 
trade in cotton piece goods, once the great source of wealth to India, and 
the envy of Europe. In no one instance has the uncertainty of all . human 
possessions and prosperity been ·so decidedly exhibited as in the value of 
our export trade of Indian-made cotton piece goods. In the years of 1816-17 
the value of the cotton goods imported into India from England, the produce 
of our steam machinery, was .Rs. 3,17,602; a little above 30,0001. sterling." 
I may mention that it WIIS entirely for European use; every fresh fashion
able article which came out in ,this country, ladies and p~rsons of European 
habits in India took to the amount of 30,0001. in 1837, when I first went to 
India. .. In the year 1842-43 the importation of cotton cloths and twist had 
advan~d to nearly two crores of rupees, two millions sterling; but exactly 
in proportion as the British article has been making progress in this market, 
has the .Indian manufacture been losing ground in the markets of Europe. 
It is instructive to trace its steady, unchecked progress down the inclined 
,plane, as the following statement of the export will exhibit. 

£. 
1816-17 1,659,438 
1817-18 1,327,285 
1818-19 1,152,738 
1819-20 903,079 
1820-21 854,076 
1821-22 " • 766,482 
1822-23 800,943 
1823-24 587,053 
1824-25 601,755 
1825-26 583.463 
1826-27 394,844 
1827-28 287,631 
1828-29 222,316 
1829-30 132,642 

4l·3~· G 1830-31 
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£. 
. • 1830-31 85,128 

1831-32 8.,988 
1832-33 82,289 
]833-34 wanting. 
1834-35 wanting. 
1835-36 87,946 

1836-37 ~ 71,597 

1837-38 69.625 

1838-39 53,012 

18a9:"40 55,462 
1840-41 46,46. 

1841-42 17,629 

1842-43 16,961 

Then from this table it appears that in the years 1816-17, the manufactures 
of India not only clothed the whole of that vast population, but exported 
1,659,4381. worth of goods; and that, be it remembered, is without at all 
taking into account the quantity that was exported of goods from the Coro
mandel Coast, which are considered of rather better quality. I have no 
doubt in my own mind that we sllOuld find that the extent of those was as great 
as of goods from Calcutta. 

304. The East Indies have lost the exportation of 1,659,438 1., in addition 
to their home market, which is superseded by four millions of cotton goods 
which are now exported to India ?-Yes. 

305. Making altogether very nearly six millions of value that India has lost 
in the cotton manufacture 1-In 1846 the exports to India amounted t1> 
4,253,7961., and last year they decreased to 2,474.930l., so that in contradis
tinction to what I have said with regard to the manufacturers of cotton goods, 
during the whole of this period they were prohibited, which was notoriously 
the fact, by dutie~f an exorbitant height, from sending their goods to this 
country. The people of India might wear British manufactures, which were 
imported into India at a duty of 2 ~ per cent., but the manufacturers of India 
were entirely precluded from getting their goods into consumption here, bY" 
the prohibitory duty that was exacted. Then the" Friellli of India" goes on to 
say, " We close this notice by a reference to the article of which the improved 
export has been the most decisive. and manifest during, the past eight years; 
we allude to that of sugar. In 1835-36' the quantity exported to England 
amounted in value to 16,89,958 rupees; in the last year it had increased to 
1,48,35,773 rupees, that is nearly one million and a half sterling in value. 
There has been no instance of such growth in any article of commerce at any 
previous period: There has been no development of the resources of India to 
be compared with this sudden increase. Last year we supplied England with 
one·fourth the sugar she consumed; and there can be no doubt that India 
would in time be. able to supply the whole of the home demand, if the pros
pects of the trade were not rendered so uncertain by the vacillation of the 
Ministry at home in regard to this staple article." Since this notice was 
written the extra import of sugar has been so great, that instead of being one
fourth, it now amounts to o~e-third. 

306. Do you know what the capital invested in the Dobah Company was?
I am not cel,"tain; it produced 7,000 tons of sugar last year, and 350,000 galls. 
of rum. 

307. Comparing the prices of 1846 and previous years with the prices of 
1847, how much do you reckon they have lost a ton; to what extent do you 
reckon the price of sugar has been reduced by competition in this year as 
compared with previous years ?-The difference in the price of brown sugar 
between January and December was 6 s. per cwt. 

308. How much was brown sugar 1-The Dobah sugars are chiefly white. 
309. What is their loss upon white sugars I-Seven shillings per cwt., I should 

say, at least. 
310. That 
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310. That is 49,000 1. ?-Yes; but they had been gainers for many years Jok" Bag"' .... 
before; it was one of the most profitable concerns in India.. E"'I' ".P. 

31 I. If I understand you rightly, the Dobah Company have lost 50,0001. 10 February 1848, 
this year; but if the price of sugar had not been reduced 71. a ton, by the ope-
ration of the Act of 1846, they would have lost but 1,0001. ~No; I am not 
sufficiently acquainted with their concerns to say what they would have lost or 
gained; I have not had access to their books; only a gentleman, who was 
formerly a member of this house, and who was also a very active member of 

. that company, and a gentleman of the name of Blake; with whom I am 
associated, have told me these as facts. 

312. How are the remittances to be made to England if the East Indies cease 
to export sugar 1-ln bullion; it will . be the ruin of the country of course, 
because the exchanges will go down, and rupees must be sent home. 

313. I believe, out of the revenues raised in India, for the payment of Go
vernment servants, and for the payment of the dividends upon East India 
stock, upwards of three millions a year are actually paid into England ?-It 

,is so. 
314. An!1 the whole of the revenue of India is about 22 millions ?-About 

20 millions. 
3 15. After deducting about two millions for payments on account of various 

treaties in the East Indies, a. very large portion of the balance is paid really to 
the servants or the troops of Great Britain serving in the East Indies ?-There 
is no doubt of the fact; the East India Company are obliged by Act of Pailia· 
ment to keep'25,000 British troops in the country. 

316. And they are paid out of the taxes levied upon the people of India?
Entirely. Great Britain is very much beholden to India; she never contri
buted a sixpence to the creation of the immense debt which we have hanging 
over us, but she assists greatly in the payment of the interest of that debt; she 
not only provides an excellent outlet for our surplus population, the first men 
in the lanu having been civil servants in India, but a very large number, as is 
notorious, of officers of the civil service and of the .Indian army, always going 
from this country, after serving there for some time, come home with large 
fortunes, and contribute very greatly to the wealth of the mother country. 

317. Mr. M. Gibson.] You stated that a high price of sugar was necessary 
in order to keep up an extended export of sugar from the East Indies to this 
country ?-I am not one of those who consider that high prices would be at all 

I calculated to be a benefit to India. I have taken it therefore at nine rupees, 
which is about 22s., for remarkably good sugars, and I believe we could pro-
duce them at that rate. . 

318. Chainnan.] That is 22s. at Calcutta?-Yes; but if, on the contrary, 
we, are to be interfered with by slave.grown sugars, and are to be sacrificed for 
it, there will be a monopoly unquestionably of slave-grown sugar in the market; 
there can be no doubt about it, excepting so far as we in India shall be able 
to compete against it, in which case prices must go very high. 

319. Mr. 11-1. Gibson.] 1)0 you consider that there will.be such a change and 
such a low price, arising from the increased supplies of sugar from foreign 
countries, as to diminish considerably the sugar production of India ?-At the 
prioes that have been paid for the last three or four years there cannot be a 
question but that the native ryot has been gaining a vel\Y good livelihood by the 
growing of sugar, such as would have encouraged him to have gone on, for 
supply and demand govern all markets. 

32~. Do the natives of India themselves consume any sugar ?-A very large 
quantity. . 

321. Are their interests served by maintaining a high price of sugar ?-Our 
prices have never b~en high; they unquestionably,would not be benefited by 
high prices. . 

322. They ,are benefited by a low price of sligar ?-Yes, as everybody must 
be benefited who has to pay for sugar; if the price is low the consumer is 
ben.efited, but if it continues low it checks cultivation, and then the price rises 
agam. 

0·311. G 2 323. Would 
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.r"],,, Bagd_, 323. Would not permanent high prices in England draw large supplies from 
Eoq .... l'. India, to the disadvantage of the natives in this country ?-No, I do not think 

·1 F b a 8 SO at all, because it would not continue long. 
~ 'f ruary le4 • •• 

324. Would the negro of India be ,able to get his sugar cheap if high prices 
were obtained for that sugar in this country ?-It is very clear that for the 
moment the natives must suffer if the price gets high, but if in consequence of 
that the cultivation should be extended. and the supply should be increased 
thereby, the prices would naturally go down; the supply and demand govern all 
markets. 

325. Chairman.] You mean to say that India, as a whole, would be largely 
a gainer by receiving a million and a half for their surplus produce of sugar, 
though the effect might be to raise the price of sugar there 1-1 want to show 
that it never could continue. It is very true that the native consumer would 
be injured for a season; but you may as well tell the tide that it shall not 
come beyond Westminster Bridge, as attempt to govern the prices in this 
country; supply and demand govern all markets. 

326. The question is, whether the natives of India, being cultivators of 
sugar, would be more gainers 9r losers by a high price for their sugar being 
created by foreign demand ?-. But where there is one grower of sugar, I am 
obliged to concede that there are a thousand consumers, and they would not 
be benefited by that rise; but it is very clear that if you have low prices they 
cannot continue long, and it would be much better that they should have 
moderate prices than either high prices or low prices, if it were possible to 
regulate them, but everybody knows that it is quite impossible. 

327. India is an exporting country of sugar ?-It is. 
328. Do you think that the United States of America, which is the great 

cotton· growing country of the world, would be benefited by losing the export 
trade of its surplus cotton, with a view to enable its own manufacturers to get 
cotton at a lower price 1-No, but I think that is not a parallel case; for the 
manufacturers of co~to~ are the "ery few, but the consumers of sugar in India 
are the many. 

329. Mr. Wi~on.] It appears from this return that you had 82,000 tons 
exported from Calcutta in 1846 and 1847; the highest importation we had 
into this country from India is 75,000 tons, and that includes Madras as well 
as Calcutta, and all other ports of India. Can you give any explanation why 
the quantity from Calcutta is 82,000, whereas our quantity from the whole 
of India is 75,000 tons 1-1 apprehend there is this difference in making 
up the annual imports, one being from the Ist May to 30th April, and the 
other from 1st January to 31st December; it may arise from shipwreck, or 
from vessels homeward bound leaving part of their cargoes at the Cape of Good 
Hope or St. Helena. 

3.30. As it has been stated that so much of the prosperity of India depends 
upon the exportation of sugar, and that in proportion to the extent of that 
exportation, the imports into India have increased; how do you account for 
the fact that only seven years ago the entire export from India was only 32,000 
tons of sugar, while it is admitted on all hands that In.dia was then prosperous 
and the trade good ?-The reply I make to that is simply this; it was not till 
the year 1836 that information reached India of the equalization of the duties 
upon sugar from the East and West Indies, and it took a very (.'Oosiderahle 
time to prepare and send out the machinery and other things connected with 
the improved manufacture of sugar, but when they did arrive out they were 
put into active operation; the result is shoWn in the shipment of after years. 

331. But still India was prosperous in former times, when she did not ship 
this quantity of sugar ?-The answer I make to that is, that at that time she 
was not prepared to ship sugar. . 

332. The return must have been made in other commodities ?-Yes, in 
indigo and other commodities. 
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LURtI!, 14° die Fefn-uarii, 1848. 

Lord George Bentinck. 
Sir Thomas Birch. 
Sir Edward Buxton. 
Mr. Cardwell. 
Mr. Goulbum. 

IEMBERR PRESENT. 

Mr. Hope. 
Mr. Matheson. 
Sir John Pakiogtoo. 
Mr. Wilson. 

LORn GEORGE BENTINCK. IN THE CHA.iR. 

Leonard Wrajl, Esq., called in;' and Examined. 

333. Chairman.] I BELIEVE you were 10 yE'ars a planter in Jamaica 'I-Very 
nearly 10 years. 

334. You were afterwards for some years a planter in Bengal ?-Yes, I was 
in "Bengal for upwards of three years. 

335. YOII have subsequently been a planter in the Province Wellesley, in the 
Strait~ of Malacca?-Yes ; in the Province Wellesley particularly. 

336. 1 believe YOIl are prepared to give a very full account and history of 
sugar planting in the East Indies, and also of sugar planting in the Province 
WelIesley, where the cultivation is carried on,by Chinamen 1-1 shall be most 
bappy to afford the Committee information of the cultivation in the West Indies 
and East Indies, and the Straits of Malacca. 

33;. Will you be kind enough to proceed to give such a history 'I-Not 
having before me a series of qllestions, or knowing what questions the Com
mittee might wish to put to me, I am at a loss to know how to shape my 
information; but such information as I have I shall be happy to give. 

338., Will you confine yourself to the cultivation in the East Indies and the 
Province Wellesley, not referring to the West Indies, except so far as may be 
necessary with a view to compare the two?-I went out to the East Indies in 
the year 1841, and proceeded at once to the upper districts of the country, some 
SOOOI' 600 miles from Calcutta, to undertake the establishment of a sugar 
estate on a large grant. From that period until I was forced to leave that district 
from ill health, I was en~ged in the cultivation of sugar, aDd during the whole 
of my residence in BengalI was constantly connected with sugar; and was over the 
countl·y in Rll the sugar districts, and had an opportunity of seeing everything 
cOllnected with the native as well as the European system; of course the Euro
pean system I practised myself, but the nati ve system I had an opportunity of 
seeing in various districts; but in the districts especially of Allahabad, Benares, 
Jaunpore, Azimghur, Gazeepore, Burdwan, Patna and others, (and the mode of 
cultivation varies very little in those districts), the chief. variation we may say 
arises from the difference in the weather; the hot winds are not prevalent in the 
lower purt of Bengal, whereas they are in the upper part. From Bengal down
ward they are not prevalent, and the consequence is that the cultivation can be 
carried on there with less irrigation than in the upper province. .Where the hot 
winds pre\'ail it is necessary to irrigate to a large extent, and the expense of that 
at times is very great, notwithstanding the cheapness of labour in the East 
Indies. . The cultivation of the cane in India may be considered almost entirely 
nath·!!. because the proporfilln of the European cultivation to native is so utterly 
insignificant that it will not bear a comparison. If, we calculate tbe number of 
inhabitants of British India at 100 millions, which is very much under the number 
generally allowed, nnd if we suppose that each individual eats only one pound of 
sugar on an average during a month, that is an extremely small average, for 
every person who has been in India knows that the natives eat a large quantity 
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uD1II1rd Wray, of sugar. They do not use it as we do in tea. and coffee, but in the form of 
Esq. sweetmeats, or what is termed" meetoye." The circumstance is very well known 

P b 8 9 from the fact of Lord Ellenborough having treated the Sepovs to meetoye 
14 e ruary 1 4 • on one occasion. Sugar is, therefore, in very general consumption in India; 

a native working man will go into a confectioner's shop and eat sweetmeats in 
the same manner as a man here would take a biscuit or a bun to satisfy him, 
and the consequence of that is that they use a very large quantity of sugar; J 
will not say that it is altogether in the form of sug-dr, although it is made from 
the cane plant, conseqnently we may say that it is sugar, mola.~ses, and other 
matters connected with the cane; but if we onl, allow the immense population 
which I have mentioned to consume one pound of sugar a month to each inha
bitant of India, we should find that that would give an amonnt of 535,714 tons 
of sugar per annum; and this is altogether independent of the immense quuntities 
which are exported from India proper to the different neighbouring stutes, which 
is a very large quantity indeed, and also entirely independent of the quantity that 
is shipped to England and other countries. In viewing this large quantity of 
sugar that I have just mentioned, it must be evident to the Committee thut the 
cultivation must be very large ibdeed to give such a quantity of sugar, especially 
when we consider that the native cane is of a most inferior description; it is not 
like the superior descriptions cultivated in the West Indies, or like the des(.!riptions 
cultivated in the Straits of Malacca, but the canes are mere whip canes, some of 
the size o.fyou.r little finger; they are the most misel"d~le things that can 'possibly 
be conceIved m-the form of canes; the consequence IS that the average IS small. 
as I will mention presently, and therefore the quantity of land required to be 
in cultivation, to yield the quantity of sugar that is produced, must be very im
mense. It employs a very large number of the population, because a nati ve will 
sometimes cultivate a very small portion of land with cane, the twentieth part of 
an acre, or even the twentieth part of a begah, which is two-thirds of an acre, 
and what is termed a cottah; he will cultivate a cottllh, or he will cultivate a 
cottah and a half; or if he has an extensive capital, and has the meuns of 

, ploughing the land, he will cultivate a whole hegah. Taking 80 mllny persons 
to cultivate (lven one acre of land, it shows what the number qf persons must be, 
engaged in ~he cultivation to produce the large amount of sugar which is 
annually: produced~ The description of sngar manufactured by the nati ves is of 
various kinds; it may be classed as follows; rhab, which, when drained, fur
nishes what is termed khar; ill'this country khar is called coarse muscovado, 
but it caD scarcely be called muscovado; it is in fact very different, for it is the 
sugar-cane juice boiled with the feculencies in a most dirty manner, as every 
refiner must knuw who has had to deal with it. The rhab is, we may say, the 
best description of sugar which is manufactured by the natives directly from 
the cane, that is, at one boiling. The other descriplions are dhoosa, bhalee, 
and goor. Those are the standard names of those different descriptions, although 
they have in different districts other names, such as jagree, and so on; but I 
think the Committee would better understand them, and in fact the country at 
large, under those names, because they are so well known throughout India, 
Thab, dho08tl; bhalee, and goor. . 

339- Mr. Wilson.] Are these different qualities of sugar from the !!arne cane? 
~Yes; only they are boiled in a different way, and concentrated in a different 
manner. In some cases, a slight degree of care is shown more than in others. 

340. They are not different qualities of the same process ?-No. I have made 
a note in eonnexion with that subject; dhoosa. hhalee, and goor are often 
ranged under the general name of goor in the Calcutta market, hut in the up' 
country markets dhoosa is eonsidered the best, bhalee the second quality, anti 
goor the third. Goor is usually considered to yield about :10 per cent. of finE' 
fair sngar, when purified and reboiled is vacuo; bhalee may be taken at 60 per 
cent., lluder similar circumstances; and dhooss eertainly from 65 to 70 per cent: 
I have)ndeed known dboosa of very good quality to be equal to 75 per cent., 
but I must remark that that is rather rare. Rhab also is purchased by Europeans, 
and boiled in vacuo, bnt fl'om the difficulty of sending it down to Calcutta, as it 
is iu a. very liquid state (molasses being mixed: with it), Dot concentrated as the 
others are, it has to be sent doWl',l in leathern vessels which: are made very 
commonly in the country, and are termed dubbers. In consequence of being 
obliged to' be sent down in dubbers there is It great loss and a. great waste, aud 

at 



SELECT COMMITTEE ON SUGAR AND COFFEE PLANTING. 47 

at times a great deal of pilfering; the consequence is, that peraons engaged in u.manl WrG!J, 
refining sugar very seldom send that down, but it generally comes down in the .E.IC)o 
form of khar, that is, rhab drained of its molasses; Thab furnishes khar. as I have 
before mentioned, 'Which is of a very varied character, as in any otber ease, 1+ February 1848 

'according to the mode in which it is made, the cane from which it is produced, 
and even the soil, al1 these circumstances affect it in the same way as they affect 
the quality of sugar made in the West Indies. The price of khar varies from 
" to 6 l rupees per maund, or from II s. to 171. 10 d. per cwt. in the Calcutta 
market; but the latter price is considered high, and it is required to be of good 
quality to fetch that sum. Previously to sending down khar from the upper 
country districts it is very often subjected to the treatglent of whitening; this 
is performed by the use of a water weed, which is termed seewah, up the 
country; .the watery particles of this weed percolate through the mass of sugar" 
and wash the crystals; the consequence is, that the khar is much whitened, the 
crystals are Tery small and weak, but at the same time as it gets rid of a large 
quantity of un crystallizable matter, the price is af eourse raised, and when it 

, reaches Calcutta it is usual1y sold from 6 j to 9 rupees per lDaund, that is, from 
178. 10 d. to 24 8. 9 d. per cwt. This description of khar so whitened is often 
sent to England direct without undergoing any further process 'in India. From 
the coarser material, included under the three names which I have already 
given, that is, dhoosa, bhalee, and goor, the natives manufacture by refining and 
reboiling, a fair sparkling white sugar, which is generally known under the 
name of Benares and Burdwan sugar, which are the finest descriptions of native. 
made sugar. This· manufacture forms an entirely separate hranch of the sugar 
business. The natives purchase the raw material in the markets, or from the 
natives at their mills, and manufacture it in their kerkhannas, or native mann~ 
factories; but the persons who ;0 refine it have nothing to do with the cultiva
tion. Sugar thus refined by the natives is sold in Calcutta at from 1@ to 12 
rupees per maund, that is at from 27 s. 6 d. to 33 s. per cwt. This sugar, until 
very lately, used to sell in the English market at from 65 s. to 71 s. the cwt. 

341. Including the duty ?-Including the duty. 
342. ChaimlQn.1 Was that the higher rate of duty or the lower rate of duty? 

-The duty on re6'ned sugar; tbe higher rate of duty. 
343. Mr. Wilson.] Does it include 'the present rate of duty ?-I left India in 

1845, and I am speaking mOl'e rarticuiarly of what came witbin my own know. 
ledge up to that time" though hl\ve been in the Stl·aits of Malacca since, and 
have had information constantly since that time; but when I speak of its coming 
home to England and selling for 718. per cwt., I have always been under the 
impression that such sugar paid the higber rate of duty. 

344. In 1845 there was a reduction made in the entire sugar duties of this 
country; the duty upon common sugar being reduced from 248. to 148., and 
the duty upon refined sugar being reducell from 288. to 218. As you speak of 
~he long price, I suppose you mean the price prior to 1845 ?-I should imagine 
It to be so. 

345. And consequently snbject to the old rate of duty 1-1 am not prepared 
to answer that question correctly, because I hardly know how it is; but when I 
was in the East Indies, we always spoke of it as being sold at a certain Erice in 
England, and I always understood that this sugar sold for 71 s. in the English 
market. ' 

346. Sir J. Pakington.] At what period was it that the prices you are men
tioning were obtained 1-ln 1845: I left Bengal in 1846. 

347. Sir E. N. Buxton.] Can you tell us what the present price of sugar is? 
-1 have not been in Bengal sinoe 1846, aud I am not prepared to speak posi
,tively upon that matter; but I think that there must have been a reduction to, 
meet the changes that have taken place in: England. 

348. Chairman.] You speak of. the long price 1-1 should suppose so. The 
native khur which 1 have before spoken of, is of the same class as muscovado 
sugur, but it is .-ery inferior to what we ure accustomed to term West India or 
East India muscovado, which is made in vacuo, for this sugar is boiled in so 
uncleanly a manncl', that I should scarcelv call it musc<;J\'ado sugar i therefore. 
in spcnking of East India muscovado suga~, I have referred to that sugar made 
by Europeans which is boiled in vacuo. There is a large quantity of this 'mus
eovado sligar mUllufactured by Europeans at severa.! lactories; tor instance, at 
Dhobuh, Cossipore, Seebpore, Albion, Bullicall, and other refineries; and this 
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muscovado sugar made at those factories, and boiled in ,'acuo, is generally 
valued in the Calcutta market at from 198. 3d. to 241, 9d. a hundred weight. 

349. Mr. Wi13on.] You are still speaking ofthe same period 1-1 am; this is 
the fine description of muscovado sugar. 

350. Then in fact that sells at the same price that improved khar sugar sells 
for; you stated that improved klmr sugar sold at from 178. 10d. to 241. od.?
So high a price as 248. 9d. is only given for that sugar when it is very much 
whitened; it is then used by refiners for the purpose of producing the most supe
rior quality that they make in India, and they give a high price fOl' it, because 
it is altogether, you may say, crystallizable matter; everything else has been 
washed from it, and that is the reason of its high V1llue. The Committee will 
perceive from what I have stated in reference to the three several qualitics of 
sugar, or raw material as it is very generally termed, bhalee, dhoosa, and goor, 
that it requires of goor two hundredweight to produce one hundredweight 01' 
fair muscovado sugar, such as I have now spoken of as selling from 198. 3 d. t() 
248. 9 d. I will take a wide range, and suppose that the difference between 
the weight of t.he maund up the country and the weight of the Calcutta maund 
is sufficient to pay for the freight downwards. I do 1I0t say that it is so always. 
because the maund differs very much in weight; in no two districts is it the 
same. If you go from one viUage to .another, you see a difference in the 
maunds, apd even in all their constituent parts. In Calcutta the maund repre~ 
sents a weight of 82 pounds, but up the country, for instance, in Gorruckpore, 
where the maund is the largest that I know, it contains 32 &,undahs to the seer 
(the seer is reckoned at two pounds); wbereas the Calcutta maund only contains 
20 gundahs to the seer, so that in speaking of maunds it is very requisite to 
reduce them to hundredweights. As I men~ioned 2 cwt. of goor produces 
1 cwt. of muscovado, or 50 per cent. Bhalee yields much the same quantity. 
or 60 per cent. under similar circumstances; and good dhoosa, as I said before. 
from 65 to 70 per CE'nt. In the case, therefore, of goor, which we will take as 
the standard oa this occasion, the material requisite for producing 1 cwt. of 
IDuscovado sugar, (which material costs from 2} to 3 rupees per maund up the 
country,) necessarily costs the European refinel' from 138. 9d. to 168. 6d., that 
is, for sugar such as selJs at from 198. ad. to 248. 9d. Perhaps having stated 
these facts to the Committee I may be allowed to mention a few circumstances 
conencted with the cultivation of the cau.e by the natives. I take the liberty of 
mentioning to the Committee that I am about to read from a work that I am 
now writing on the cuiti vation of sugar cane, and the manuFacture of sugar in 
various parts of the world in which I have been, and I cannot I am sure give 
better evidence than whBt is contained in these pages, for it is the resnlt of my 
experience, and it is such as will be subje.ct to criti~ism of various parties in the 
countries in which I have been, and I could not therefore state a thing which I 
knew was not the case, and I have been as precise in this matter as it was possible 
to be. 

351. Sir T. Birch.] All the information you propose to give will reFer to 
periods· antecedent to 1845; you left India at that time ?-I left Bengal at that 
time, but I JJave only just left Singapore, and have come overland only a few 
months ago. There has been no alteration in the cultivation since 1845, for the 
natives are very tenacious of old customs. The native canes differ very much 
as cultivated in the upper provinces and in the lower provinces; those about 
Calcutta are of a much superior description to those cultivated in the upper 
districts, and the latter also differ very much from each other; and this dif
ference, coupled with the variation of soil, mode of cultivation, and degree of 

. attention bestowed upon it, produce Ii kewise a very great variation in the 
quantity of sugar obtained per acre.' Thus I have known the range to extend 

-from eight maunds, that is 640 Ibs., to 30 maunds, that is 2,400 lbs., of goor, 
(raw sugar in its roughest state,) per acre, and I believe 15 maunds of such goor 
to be considered at present a very, satisfactory average; a man is extremely well 
satisfied when he gets 15 maunds; or 1,200 Ibs. from an acre of land. 

352. Mr. IPilson.] That would be equal to 600 Ibs. of muscovooo sugar ?-. 
Yes, to 600 lbs. of muscovado, reboiled by the Calcutta refiners. An acre pro
duce~ at this rate about 41. 10 I. to the cultivator, which will be seen to give 
but a scanty return for the labour, time, Bnd trouble bestowed on its cuitivatiou 
and manufacture. The .cldtivation of the cane by the native is a very simple 
affair, yet it entails on him a considerable degree of tronble, as will be seen from 

the 



SELECT COMMITTEE ON -SUGAR ANI) COFFEE PLANTING. 49 

ilie following detail of the process, which I will state to the Committee, if allowed' 
to do so.' February, March, and April are the months during which the native 
usually plants his sugar-cane. The land is first .prepared by ploughing, and. 
what is termed hainghering; a haingher is an implement which harrows and 
crushes the clods at the same tim·e, being merely a piece of timber drawn over 
the land, to w.hich cattle are attached. The men stand upon it, and in that way. 
it crushes the clods; and after it has passed over, the soil is perfectly pulverized 
and its surface very evenly smoothed over. It mllst not, however, be sup~ 
posed that the instrument designated II. plough, bears the slightest similitude 
to the English implement of that name. However, such as it is, the nativll 
manages to scratch his lan(,l with it to his entire satisfaction. I have said 
.. scI'atch his land,',because it dpes really only scratch the land; it never turn~ 
up the soil. In thIS. manner the native gives the land what is termed a cha!jSi 
that i$, a ploughing, we will suppose from east to west; after he has done this he 
gives it another chaes, that is, perhaps from north to south, and then from north, 
east to south-west, and vice versa. So that it get.s in this manner four chasses, 
wllich is considered a very fair amount of working up for the land; but evell 
those four chaeses are not by any means equal to one ploughing by the English· 
instrument; 1 suppose 20 of them would not be equal to an English ploughing, 
because it does not turn up the soil; hut, however, it suits their purposes; they; 
are ohliged to be vcry simple in tlJeir ways, hecause they are so very poor, 
Sometimes the ploughs cannot enter the soil when it has lain some length of time 
6ut of cultivation, and the consequence is that they have recourse to the hoe, 
and they dig up the land. If tIle native be an industrious man, and time allows, 
he will tum up his.land several iimes before he plauts it, and he will treat it tn 
a little manure in the shape of a few baskets of ashes, but it is very seldom that 
cowdung is used, ill consequence of the scarcity of wood for fuel,. as a substitute 
for which cowdung is universally used. Thus, in goillg into the native villages 
you wi1lsee the women and children (villagers) employed in every nook and 
corner mixing up cowdung and broken stl'aW, and broken grass, and such 
mattel'~. altogether, and making it illto cakes perhaps of the· size of this (book) 
leaf; those are placed in the sun and air to dry. and then are regularly stacked 
in the same manner as YOII see the Irish stacking their peat in Ireland. Iq 
every village you will see these stacks of cowdung ready for use. as fuel. It 
stands to reason that the land cnnnot be manured with it, therefore th/! 
only manuring that the laud. do get, is"with the ashes which result from that 
or from tiny wood that they may burn, and now and thell they ha,-e the 
cleaning of ponds, or anything of that kind, which they apply to theiJ< 
land. The land being prepared in this manner, the native then puts in his 
plough to open small. trenches for the reception of. th~ cane.· To effect this 
mQre slIccefsfully he tics to the plough some bunches of grass or wood t9 
act as mould boards; by means of which he manages to open a furrow 
sufficient.ly wide to suit his wishes; these furrows are ploughed quite close 
togethcl' without auy regard to regularity, and women and children (generally) 
following .the plough, drop the pieces of cane as they go along the furrow. 
The implement I before mentioned, the· haillgher, i. then set to work as 
quickly as possible, before the sun can dry up the moisture, and in a few 
1ll0mclIt9 the field is perfectly le"el and smooth, so that you could not tell t.hat 
such a thing as cane had been planted there. The month of February.presents 
!l very favourable opportunity to the natives for planting, because a shower of 
rain is generally expected about that time; but In March, April, May, and half 
of June, not a drop of rain can be expected, being what are termed the hot 
months, during' wbich the hot west winds prevail; cane, therefore, planted 
during either of these months must be irrigated at the time of planting. 
and two or three times afterwards, until the middle of June, when the 
rain sets in. In Upper India the" hot winds" set in usually in March, or 
the early part of April, scorching up everything until .the commencement of 
~he rains. Hence all cant·s planted from January to June must be irrigated 
several times. A pl'il is an excellent mODth for planting, and is much liked hy 
.the nati\'es, as it. saHS them the trouhle of two irrigations and several hoein!;!. 
,Cane planted in this month may. pretty generally be estimated to cost as fol
lows, per pllcka beegnh (one puck a beegah is about two-thirds of an English 
acre). PrppuI'ing and planting the land, " rupees, or 88 .• three irrigations at 
1 , l'tl pel'S, "6 rupees, or 98.; 12 hoeings,· at 6 annas each, ".l rupees, or 9" . 
. 0.3:1.· H The 
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1-.,11""'Y> The rent of the land I have stated 'Ill 4 rupees, or '88. per annum. This 1'1:-
Uq. penditute, we will suppose, 8erftS to bring the ca~e to mattl.~ty. which wil~ be 

, , in the month of November or December fonowlDg, a penod of about eIght 
14 FebtaarJ11I4&i months. ' Sometimes, however, the rental of the land is very much higher; for 

instance, I bave known it from 5 to 10 rupees. I have stated 4 rupees, because 
it is generally 4 rupees. The native in cultivating his land never expends out 
farthing of actual coin, if he can possibly help it. The 8ums, therefo.re, that I 
have 8tated must be taken as the value of the labour that he bestows upon it, to 
which must be added certain little items which will be seen. If he be 80 poor as to 
have ito oxen'1)f his own, then he obtains the use of a pair-of oxen for the different 
operations required, and pays their owner in grain or in return labour, or pcrhaps 
he allows the owner of the oxen a portion of the crop wheat is manufactured. 
To assist him in hoeing, watering,' and watching his field, he usually employs 
his wife and family; or if he is a solitary man, he associates himself with some 
neighbour, to w hom, in requital, he probably allows a share in the produce; 
80 that there will be, when his crop is manufactured, very little of the produce 
actually coming to him as his share, because he has to divide it among others 
who have assisted him; but if it gives him sufficient to keep him in partial 

'employmt'nt, the poor creature is generally very well satisfied. The other por
tions of his time he manages to fill up by pursuing various avocations, the nature 
of whieh very much depends upon the particular caste t.o which he may belonl!." 
Thus you will see natives culti~ating their fi~lds one day, and the next day Y01! 
may see the same people ,carrymg a palauqulD, or you may see thcm in a hlack
smith's shop workiug as blacksmiths, or in ,a carpenter's shop working 88 

earpenters, or you may see them at the river's sid.! pursuing the occupation of 
fishing, 'by means of which they manage to make a few pence a week; and if 
it were not for tbis continual passing from one emplo,'men! to another, they 
could not possibly pay their lien! autl Ii ve. 

354. Sir J. Pakingttm.] How many aCI'es are commonly cultivated by such 
tlasses of natives as you have been descrihing~-'That varies very much; a mllli 
may have an Bcre, or half an !acre, or he may have live acres, part of which he 
keeps for barley, another part for wheat, another part for the sugar-cane, and 
another 'part for gram, a kind of pea, which is cultivated up the couutry. 

35$. Chairman.] You said that, the quantity of lanr! occupied by some of thc 
Dati"es was as small al the twentieth part of an acre 'I-Yes; one-twentieth part 
of a beegah is cultivated by a native in 'sugar canes. ' 

3!i6. tiit J. Paltington.J It varieS from that to five 8CI·e.s :-1 have never seen 
ill native' cuIth'lite of canes more than three or four acrt's for himself; tllat is 
very rare indeed . 

357. Mr. Wilson.] What is about the aVf!rage ?-·I think we may say the 
average is about half an acre. 
, 35!!. That is for cane ?-Yes; aDd that is a very large average. 

359; ,Then, upon the calculation you gave of 16 maunds, or 1,200 Ibs. of goor 
per acre, which is equal to 600 1 Its. of muscovado, the average prodnceof each 
grower is about 3001bs. of muscovado sugar 1-Yes; but when I spoke of 
1,2001bs. per acre, I Said that was an average with which they'were extremeiy 
well satisfied. I did not say it was the average of the country, 1 should sup
pose 10 maunds to be much nearer the average of the country than 16. Wben 
I spoke of15 as an avemge with which they were satisfied, I IDt'ant that it was 
ratht'r over the gl}Deral average. If the land averages that, the man will consider 
it very good. ' 

360. lfyon "edueethe average from 15 maundil to 10 maunds per acrtl, that 
reduces th'e aVeJ:8ge produce per acre to 800 Ibs. of goor, or 400 Ibs. of muscovado 
sugar 1 ..... Yes; and, on re-consideration. I think half an acre is too large an 
average for each I!.'rower'; a quarter of an acre is much nearer the a\'erage of the 
whole :country. I have already stated ·that a native very often cultivates a very 
6mli1l portion of laud, even the twentieth part ora beegah; so that if we state 
the average of the cane holding'!' of India to be,a quarter of an acre, it will be 
ilearer the mark. 

g61.:5hall we t.hen 'take the average holdings at a quarter of an acre, and the 
'average produce at 10 maunds per acre, or 800 lbs. of goor?"':' Yes, 1 think you 
, may safely do that. ' 
.' '362. 'Therefore the average' quantity of sugar produced by each cultivator 
'would be100 Ibs. of musco va do sugar I-Yes. -,But taking the' produce to be 
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16 maunds per acre, supposing a man obtains a fair sat:isfacwry average from his ~ w .. ,.. 
field, be would obtain from it at ilie rate of CI &. a maund, 41. 10 •. an acre. t:oq. 
that i& from the cultivation, manufacture. and everviliing else. 
. 363. According to the actual average ·which you liave now given, .of 10 maunds. 14 Pe ..... ory .848. 

per acre, what would it be r-The average in tliat case, at from 1\, to 3 rupees per 
\I1llund. "'ould be 68. sd. per maund in the sale of the goor; then 10 maund, 
would produce 21. iii 6. • . ' 

364. £:4. ] O. you gawe us as the aver~ge of an acft', provided it produced u 
maunds; but if you redl!ced i& to I' 'IIIaunds il would be 3/ .. would it notr-.. 
This is an uncorrected proof sheet which 1 have been making use of. and I am 
taking here the highest rate which I suppose it to sell at, 6 •. ; but taking the 
difference between 116 rupees and 3 rupees, that brings it to 5s. lid. a maunel. 
and we have therefore on 10 maunds 21. Us. from the field. The very inferiOl' 
description of cane usually planted by the natives, together with their primith'e 
and very l;iirty mode of manufacture, render tbe cultintiou of. the sugar-cane 
far from lucrative; and the chl[lnce of i!lducing them to adopt a better descrip. 
liou 'of cane, is, I fear. almost hopeless. I bave . tried myself. in a great 
\I18ny inslllnces, . and a great many others have tried also. The natives will 
plant a patch here and there to oblige you, hut anything beyond that, they will 
lIot do; they keep to their native carie with all its imperfections. 

365. What is their motive for that?-Their forefathers did it before them. 
366. If they try a patch of it, and that succeeds, why do they Dot adopt it 

generally i-No persou can form any conception of the native prejudices .unless 
Le lives among them. 

367. Chairnlllll.] I believe you can spe~k the languages ?-. Yes, 1 apeak. the 
HindoSlIlnee and' Malay langlJsges. If you have a mao who rents land from 
you (what we call an assamee or ryot), and you wish to.enl:ourage the cultivation 
of a superior descriptiOll of cane, and wish to introduce it among thenati:ves, 
YOll go to him and talk to him in his house. Y cu will say to him, " You h~ve an 
inferior description of cane,.I will supply you with solDe cane-cutting.; of a better 
kind, and you shall plant them out, and I will give YOll a rupee or two to assist 
you; now like a good fellow, do try the iliing." The 8nswer is, " Ifit is your 
pleasure I will plant it," but as. to planting it on his own account it is out of the 
question. . 

368. Sir E. BfUt01l.] If tbe natives found it answel' would they not plant it 
again 1-1 have never known it done. There was a remarkable case of Captain 
:ranner, who is a captain in the East India Company's service on the invalid 
eSlllhlishment; be purchased canes from Calcutta of • superior description. and 
he planted them in his garden until he had sufficient to plant out about half an 
acre •. He then calljld a man whom he had known for IIIany years, and said. to 
him, .. I wish to get this into cultivat.ioll among the natives ; I. wish to show 
them that it is a superior description of cane, and one that will pay them much 
better thao the native cane; go to my garden, cut the canes io pieces, and plant 
them in your own laud. I will be at aU the expense consequent on the .cultiva
tion, and ),011 shall reap all the benefit from it." The man did so;· he culti
vated a patch of land with the cane. I saw it myself; and when the canes were 
eut, instead of extending the cultivation, as Captain Tanner had imagined he would 
have done, the man cut the canes io pieces, and took them to the bazaar, and sold 
them for eating'; being superior canes all the natives ate them. He sold them 
60 much per piece; and afterwards, when Captain Tanner, who was a great 
invalid, weut to look at this patch of land, he saw it in a most wretched state • 

. He said to the man, "How is it that JOu have not extended the cane?" The 
man said, " I did not think it would answer;" but it afterwards came to the 
kuowledge of Capt;lin Tanner that the man had sold the canes in the bazaar. 

3Ug. Mr. Wilsoll.] He did not make sugar of them ?-No. 
370. Have you known any inslllnce in which the natives have manufactUred 

811gar from 61!periorcllnes, 801\ obtained a larger produce ?-No; they have nevp.r 
cultivated the superior cant! in. that part of lndia on their own !lecount. 

371. Ila"e you found, in your experience, any objection to the Olllheitap cane. 
arising from the while ant 1-1 wus proceeding to &lIlle that India has many 
enemies to the cane plant, which are unknown elsewht'J't', as whiteauts, jackalls. 
wild pigs, and in other districts wild el~ph8Ilts', and also hot winds. all of which 

. are very IIIlrious obstucles to its culture; to .. hich may be' added an item of 
expense which id in IIOmeca!es highly important, namely, the high rate charged 

~.3~. 82 ~ 
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~~_~rlly, for conveying produce from the upper districts by boat to ('..alcutta. Now the 
-. white ants we ma:y reckon as the most formidable enemy to th~ cane in India. 

Febru 8.tB 372• To all kinds of cane 1-The native cane does 'not sulfer nearly so much 
,~ , ory. • from'it; but the Otaheite is avery succulent cane, and very rich, and the white 

ants attack it very ,much; 1 have had as much as 25 acres' of cane of that 
description entirely destroyed at one time. I do not think there were a dozen roots 
remaining, but then it was a severe season: the hot winds were exceedingly 
severe, and the white ants were excessively troublesome to all manner of cane. 
By the side of this J had a field of native cane, and it suffered to an equal extent; 
it was eaten up by the white ants, and burnt by the hot winds, 80 that I got 
nothin~ whatever from the two fields. A person who has not been in India 
cannoi have the smallest idea what the white ants are; they are the most 
degtructive creatures in the world. 
, 373. Mr. Miles.] Has there been any remedy found.for them ?-No; the only 
remedy [. know is petroleum or earth oil, us it is termed in India; the white 
ant has a very great antipathy to that, and will never come near any ground 
that is impregnated with it. If you take a quantity of earth and put it into a box, 
then mix some of this petroleum with it, so as to taint the earth with it, you will 
not see the white ants come near it; you may take wood and dip it in petro
leum, or even in water that has been in contact with this oil, BOp it in that 
water for some time, and put it in a white ant,'s nest, and you will never see 
the wood touched by white ants till the taint of the petroleum hos entirely left 
the wood. From this circumstance I am induced 'to believe that the cane-top 
plants being dipped in petroleum, or in water which has been in contact with 
petroleum, would be safe from the attack of white ants; but immediately they 
throw out sprouts, and those begin to form canes which would nut be taint~d 
with the same effluvia, they would be attacked by the white ants, aud you would 
find that they eat the cane in a very few days; YOll Bee the leaves look yellow, 
and when you take up the cane, you find that it-is completely eaten away 
underneath by the white ants. I ascribe to the white ants greater injury than 
to anything else in India. 
, 374- Are they general over all the sugar districts of India 1-ln all the sugar 
districts that I have vi~ited they are very general. " , 

375. Mr. Wilson.] Are they equally so in Madras ?-I have reason to believe 
that .they are, bue I have never been in the Madras Presideucy. There is a 
feature connected with the white ant which it is very important to meution, and 
that is, that the white ants do not infest lands which are subject te inundation; 
where the water rests on the land for many days the white ants would be com~ 
pletely swamped; and the consequence is that they always infest the higher 
lands, ,where, ifan inundation does happen, it runs oft· in a day or two, but where 
water rests on land for any length of time they never go ; ond from this circum
stance I have often recommended, and wel'e I to return to India as a planter 
I would certainly adopt, the system of making small bunds on those lower lands, 
and there cultivate the cane. ' 

376. Chairman.] Will YlJu explain what a bund is ?-A bund is a mud bank, 
made of common earth, we will sappose six feet high in this case, 'and six fcet 
broad; a bund would cost 1,000 rupees a mile, so that the cost of enclosing 
iI. square mile would be 4,000 rupees; 640 acres you could enclose in this 
manner by a bund six feet high and six feet broad for about 4,000 rupees. There 
is a vast quantity of land in India which is yearly inundated, but in a peculiar 
manner, not as one would suppose by the water rushing over the land, but by its 
spreading gradually and imperceptibly; as the river rises the inundation in
.creases' until it has reached its height. Such lands as those are of the peculiar 
kind which I ha~'e suggested for bunding, because the water does Dot come 
with a rush so as to wash away these bunds, but comes gradually so as not tG 
affect them in any way. Thllre are iu the country immense numbers of what we 
call mango topes; a tope is a grove; the natives are in the habit of planting 
groves' of trees together" and they call them topes, and round these mango 
topes t)ley often place bunds. One would suppose that being of mud, and sub
jecttothe heavy rains which prevail in India, they would be washed away, but 
such is not the case, they last lor a great number of years; and from this fact, 
I believe that plantets availing themselves of such lands, by the simple circllm
stance of bunding' them, which would CObt 4,000 rupees per &quare mile, or 640 
ilq'fs.would be quite f.ell'from the dt>predations of the' white ants. 

, 37i. Mr. 
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377; Mr. Wilson.] In what way would the bunding free the land" from the uo"lIril "''''Y, 
white ants ?-The lands which are subject to inundation are not invested by Esq. 
them; you could always let in water by sluices, which is not only useful in so F' ' '\ 
far as it affects the white ants, but is also useful in its effect upon the soil. ·4 ebruarl J8f8. 

378. Mr. Miles.] Then the intention is to keep the water in, not to keep the 
water out 1-It is to kefOp it out; the mango topes are perfectly ary whilst the 
whole country around is inundated, and therefore the trees that are, growing 
within these bunds are protected. Now; were the inundation to reach them, and 
to rest upon the land' as long as it very often does, the trees would die. 
· 379. Would not the white ant come into those -places if t.here were no water 
there (-After a time thev would, but then you could inundate them' at any 
eme. • 

320. Then there is no quantity of water kept in ?-No, but you could inun
date the whole of the estate if you wish, or only a portion of it: you might have 
lesser bunds dividing the estate into parts. Where a system of irrigation is 
properly carried out, you could inundate any lield you like. 
· 381. Sir T. Bi,·ch.] Are the ravages of the white ant confined to the lower 

'part ?-Yes, they are underground. 
382.. Mr. Miles.] You stated that the canes came to maturity in eight months? 

-Yes, if planted in April. 
31:13. Must they have irrigation 1-They must ha\'e irrigation; you cannot 

grow the cane without irrigalion; and not only irrigation at one time, but irri
gation several times repeated. If you plant in April, the custom usually is to 
give the land a watering in the first instance; the land is then moist and the 
cane can be planted. because unless there is moisture in the land tbe cane will 
not 8prout., When it is irrigated it is then ploughed and the cane planted at 
once; it is all done as quickly as possiblt', before the moisture evaporates, then 
the can!! sprouts frOID the moisture wbich has been given, and in a couple of 
weeks afterwards it receives another watering, which is necessary to keep it alive, 
aDd those waterings are kept up every two, three or four weeks, according to 
the state of the weathep, until the commencement of the raiDS, when nothing. 
more in the shape of irrigation is required. . 
· 384. Chairman.] Will you explain the mode of irrigation wbich is adopted 1-;

With much pleasure. In this chapter I am deeling with the subject of irriga-' 
tion; and after describing tbe manner in which it acts on tbe soil, which is 
ratber more lengthy than it would be right to introduce here, I have gone on to 
Hpeak of irrigation in those countries where it is particularly required, such as. 
for instance, India, Egypt, Arabia, Persia, and China; but irrigation as pur
sued in India I can more correctly speak to, as J have had more experience of 
that than of tbe sy~tem which is pursued in other countries. The only metbods' 
J shall speak of are three. 'rhe 6rst is by means of an upright pole, placed in. 
~he ground, which has at the upper end, a prong, into which a cross pule works 
by means of a pin. This cross pole has attached to its one extremity a rope and. 
bucket, aDd at the other a heavy weight, B man stands over the well, and draws 
the' pole downwarda by means of a rope, until the bucket reaches the water and 
becomes filled. He tben allows it to slip up, guiding it with his bands until· it' 
reaches tbe surface, when he discharges it into its proper gutter. " , , ' 
, 385. Mr. jl;Jiles.] Are tbere water-courses, cut.in the fields1-Water-co\llIles 

Brll made on tbe instant by the man attending; the land being soft and so much: 
pulverized, he makes the gutters with his hand, or with a ligqt.'wooden 
shovel. 
i ,386• Dges not tbe, water sink away 1-A 'great loss arises, but it is their pecQ..;.: 

har way of doing things. Here and there they make a deep hol~ about ,.thr.~fJ: 
feet broad. and the watel' comes along the channels into that, and from tbat point 
lie huIles it out, and throws it over the hind as far as he can. He turns round and 
waters a complete circle; and then he moves on to the Dext receptacle for the' 
water, and waters that circle, and then proceeds to another, 'and in that way 
waters the whole field. . 
"387. Are there a great many wells in the different fields?-There are a vast· 

number of wells in India. Tbe practice in India is very peculiar. A native. 
when he is ill, or when he wishes to propitiate the gods in anyway, 1!-ill mak~1i
vow. to ?ig a well and to plant by tha~ we-II a tope of ma~go trees;' dll!'t ptJSser.t. 
by, IU tIme to Ilome, lDay Dot only dTlnk of the waters 01 the W~U. but reposl!" 
• u·3~·' H S nndet. 
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lIndez the $hade of those trees, which, is no j;mall .benefiL.COI1lIidering lhe 
country that we are speaking of; and they can also, in the season, eat the frllit or 
~ trees I and lae does this from a reeling or benevolence, 1)1' from having 
made a vow to that effect; in, thii manner an immense Dumber of wells IlIId 
~opes of trees are scattered over the COllntry, and a great Dumber of them are 
lhus made publiq. 

388. Have, they generally to go down to a great depth for water 1-1 .. 
India the average depth of wells is from 20 to 25 feet, but sometimes milch. 
less. RiVers are deeper than this in the very height of. the dry season; they may 
average perhaps 36 feet from the banks, but that arises very often from the banks. 
being rather higher'than the surrounding land, RO that if you have to raise water 
you have to raise it to the bank, which makes the lift much greater than it would 
otherwise be. They h81'e also a great Dumber of ponds in the country. 

389. Are there many steam-engines for the purpose of raising the water1-
Yes, there have been steam-engin!!s sent out for, the Tirhoot Association or Com~ 
pany, by Messrs. Woods & Company, who. ~howed me the dra.wingB of them 
'he other day. There is another system ofralslDg water by the natIVes, aud a very 
primitive system too, that by baskets; they weave their baskets very close, so' 
that they can contain water; they are about 2 feet in diameter, and are very 
slightly concave; these are fitted with 'four strings, two on each side, and two 

-men stand at the side of the water and hold in each hand one of these strings; 
they then give a swinging motion to the basket; which skims the surface of the 
water, becomes filled,' and by a clever jerk it, is raised to the height they 
have fixed upon, generally 6 or 6, feet; then it is jerked up in the same way to 
another step or elevation. So tliat from ponds 18 feet deep it requires six men 
or three pairs of men to raise each basket full of water to the surface. But the 
method which is considered the best in India, that is, the one on the greatest 
scale, is that by means of bullocks with a moat. A moat is merely a kind of 
hucket to raise water; it is made of four or six ribs, over which is stretched 
a cow hide; it has also 8 wooden handle, to which is attached a rope. This 
moat generally contains ahout 19 gallons of water, and to raise the water there 
ill fixed oYer the well a piece of wood, on which there is a small revolving 

, )Vheel, a most primitive thing, and this has a groove, intu which a rope drops. 
and the bucket being let down ~the well the cattle are rlln down an inclined 
plane, thereby drawing the moat up to the surface of tbe land. I have calcu

,Iated that in this manner with smart bullocks the moat is raised and discharged 
once in a minute, and ,that they travel 71 ,miles in a day, delivering about 
'1',20" gallons, which is considered sufficient to irrig-ate a third of Ii pucka 
beegah, which is two-thirds of an acre: and this costs per acre 6._ 4d_. including 
the ,men Ilnd their bullocks. ,It is generally considered in Goruckpore and 
Gazeepore districts to be as follows :-Two pairs of bullocks" which are required 
for one moat, at 2 annas a pair, 4 annas, or 6 d.; three men, about 7 d.; and 
one boy, lid. That is about 141 d. for the labour of these three men and one 
boy, and two pairs'of bullocks, in the day. 
'39~. Mr. Wilson.] How much will they.irrigate in a day?-A third of two 

,thirds of an ;English acre, consequently it costs per !lcre li8. 4d. 
391. Mr. Milu.] Each irrigation ilJ that way?-Y es. 
392. Mr. Goulbum.] How often is it repeated ?-It ¥aries, according to the 

mODth in which the cane is planted., ' , 
, 393.-1s itilTigated for one day, or for many days in succession ?-It only 

receives one irrigation. at a time, and when the effects of that irrigation have 
passed off, and the land has become so dryas to be unable 1:0 support vegetation 
without a fllrther irrigation, it is again watered. '_'" 

394. The water does not stay upon the land as it does here ?-No. it does 
not, it is speedily absorbed. , 

395. Mr. IFilson.] On an average how many irrigations does the land .uslaiu? 
,....,..1 have already mentioned that it is impossible to fix the number unless you 
state the month in which tbe cane is planted. In April the irrigatiQn 'may be 
once, at the time of, planting;, in May again, twice. If YQU plant the canes ip. 
February, yUll have then the whole of lIle hot season to irrigate through; if YUI1 

plant in April, yQ1.I sa~e the irrigations of February and March, and up to the 
tillle of planting in April also; but if you plant in May, which is a very common 

month, 
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month, you have only to irrigate to the middle of lune ;80' that it is altogether lnnIs:''!:NIY. 
dependant upon the month Y01l plant in. . '-' 

396. What is the usual month for plantin,g?-They are obliged to consult 
their convenience; February, March, and April are the usual months. . 14 FebrUluy 1848. 

397. February is a usual month, 'because they have rain then 1-' Yes, they 
.genemlly have a shower of rain. Their system of irrigatioll suits the natives WlXY 
lNell; ,it suits their meane and their particular prejudices, hut after all' is 
expensive, when you. come to consider that they have to give several irrigatiOOIl 
during the hot season; where you hne a large eultivatioD', as in the cue of 811 

.European, for instance, 68. 4 d. per acre would be very high. but they cannot 
leSllen that amount, hecause it will be perceived, from the statement I have made, 
that the proprietor only pays 1 •• 2ld. forihe people and the bullocks; he. can
lIot I_n that amount therefore, nsing that particular method of irrigation; .but 
by using steam"power, or taking advantage of the wind, which blows very fieroely 
and powerfully indeed during that month, he can give his land an irrigation 
mu'ch more frequently' than he could under any 'other circumstances, and also 
.much more cheaply. , 
: 398. Are there any windmills in use1-There are not, that I am aware of. 
To illustrate this work of mine, 1 am having a plate executed representing one of 
the most economical kinds wllich can be erected. Of course, in India, everything 
should be UpOIl the most simple plan possible, and I have made a calculation here 
of what a common two-horse power windmill should do. 1 have supposed tha.t a 
eommon two-horse power windmill (which would be very small),. drawing from 
,wells of the average depth of the country, wquld throw, with a common pump. 
of very moderate power, 120 gallons a minute. This is· as much as 20 bullocks, 
10 men, and 10 boys could tog'ether accomplish, with tbis additional advantage, 
that it need Dot be stopped in the middle of the day lor two hours, which in the 
native forms of irrigation you are obliged to submit to. It would pump during 
those two hours 14,400. gallons extra; raising 120 gallons a 1;Ilinute, it is a mere 
Dlatter of calculation what it would give out ill II day of 12 hours: it would be 
$6,400 gallons in. the day. This is only with atwo-horse power windmill. , 
.' 399. How much per acre would that rome to 1-." l,IlIlVe. calculated that if you 
allow upon an acre an inch to a foot, which is considered a very excellent fall of 
.rain, that is to say,. two quarts of water to each foot of land. that would be 
43,660 feet to the acre. It would irrigate in tllat case, we would say, nearly four 
acrea a day, and irrigate it most bountifully. It is cOllsidered a very excellent 

• faU ofrain which gives an inch to the foot. 
400. -Would that be a larger irrigation than the II.,,, d. npoll the old system 

would produce 1-0n an average I think it would. 
401, How much would you reckon that to cost peracre'/-. The mere wear and 

tear of the windmill. and the distribution of the water through the fields. 
402, You think that the 6a, 4d. may be all saved by the introduction ofa 

windmiil1-The only cost in this case wouln be the distribution of the water over 
the fields, and the wear and tear consequent upon the work. -
, 403. Therefore a much better irrigation than that obtained by the present , 
system may be accomplished by a windmill at a very trifling cost 1--Dnly the first 
oost ofthe windmill, and the cost of distributing the water over tlle'land. You 
,must have men stationed at different parts to distribute it with wooden shovels. 
But where you irrigate by windmills, or by steam in the place_ of windmills, 
where neceSsary, 1 have recommended a small machine, invented by a Mr. 
'Baddeley, which, as an irrigator. is the most complete thing I ever saw. I have 
seen a IllOde! of it,' and have had a description of it given to me. Iri,that case, 
you would irrigate much faster, and at milch less expense than by the shoveliing 
system of the natives. That shovelling system is of course a very primitive 
one. 

404. Chairman.] What do you consider the cost of irrigating by steam as 
'used in Tirhoot t.,...I am not aware of the cost they go to. 
, . 405, What the Committee wish to -know -ill, taking into" consideration -the 
present mode of cultivating sugar by the natives, and the little prospect there is_ 
'of any generalimprovemeut in their mode of cnltivation, what price )'OU con
Nliv!, the natives of India can afford to sell their sugar at in Calcutt-. '!.,-I do not 
think that tJu.y can uft'ord to sell i& at a lower price than they sell ·jt .at' 

'tJow. 
o.3~. R 4 406: Whll,t 
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UPlltlrd W'49i, 41>6. What price is .that ?-Mr. Bagshaw'-must have stated it to the Com-
Eaq_ 'mittee, I think. The complaints are very great as to the prices which are now 

1 . F b 8 8 ruling, aad in consequence a great deal of land will be thrown 'out of cultiva-
4". e l'1IAI1' J 4 ,. tion; if it does not pay them, the natives will have to resort to other cul-

tivation. ' 

, 407. Will you state distinctly what y?n 8ppre~end to be the lowest price aD, 
whIch sugar can be grown for exportatIOn' at Calcutta r-l consider that the 
native material called " goor," ·which is after all what we must deal with, can
not be produced uoder two rupees a maund of 80 Jhs. . 
· 408:. What would that be, applying your answer to muscovado sugar, and 

stating the result in sterling money and English weights 1-lt would be 61.6d. 
the cwt. for the raw'material, or 118. for two cwt., which wOllld be sufficient to 
g,ive 'onecwt. 'of the mllnufactured sugar in Calcutta, such as I have before 
BRoken of., .. ' . '. " . ' , 
· 409. In. addItIon to the 11 s~ there, .wo~ld be the cost of converting it ?-The 

cost of manufacture. Yes. . , . 

4~0. l\;lr. GOlLlbuNI.l That 11 S" includes the cost oftransport to Calcutta ?-' 
I ,have supposed it to do so, which is rather an extreme case. , 
. 411. Chairman~] ,Do you know what the cost of the manufacture of this 

!' goor" into muscovado sugar at Caillutta is ?-No.. 
, 412. That is the lowest price at which the lowest quality of muscovado can 
be produced, you think,?-Yes • 
. 413.' Mr. Wi/.son.] That' is two rupees per maund for the, crude material! 

,-Yes, laid down at Calcutta. ' 
, 41.4. Chairman.] Will you npw favour the Committee with any hiformation in 
your power relative to Province Wellesley 1-The cultivation of the sugar-cane 
in the Straits settlements is of very recent date; that is to say, it does not range 
further back than eight years at the very most, when the first estate was esta! 
blished.But though eight years appear rather. a long tim~; it must be under
stood'thai there were only four estates established until within the last three 
_years, since which the cultivation has proceeded at a very rapid rate in: Province 
Wellesley. The Government altered the tenure of lands, aud otherWIse encou~ 

. raged the settlement of Europeans in the province, and the success of those who 
bad entered on the cultiv. ation was such as to induce many parties to join thelli. 
The Company' sell their land in the' province at the rate of five. East India 
Company's rupees, or about lOs. an acre. It is then freehold property; but the' 
singularity ,of the thing is this, that there being three settlements, Peuang, 
Malacca, and Singapore, all comparatively within a very narrow. circle, all unqer 

, the same Gov!!rnment, ,and all belonging t.o the East India Company, lands can 
be purchased in Province Wellesley and in Penang at the rates I ha ve just 
ilpecified, but in Malacca it is quite another thing; and also in Singapore it 
'differs- in the same manner. For instance, in Malacca the lands are eit\1er 
held at a low quit·rent or leased at one rupee, that is, ,28. an acre per annuqJ;. 
in relation to Malacca there h\lS been .a stir made by the sugar planters lately 
'which has ins.uced. the GovernQr of Singapore, Colonel Butterworth, to take thl! 
matter, up very_ warmly, and to, apply to the Bengal Government for permission to 
encouragc the settlementof sugar planters. He has received that permission, and 
~n several instances land has been given to Europeans free for five years, and after
wards for 6d. per acr!", as long as the BJjtishflag shall fiy in that territory. Those 
are the terms which are now given to those who wish to embark in sugar opera • 
.tions in Malacca. Sereral persons have received lands in tltis manner from th~ 
'Company, but whether they will bf! cultivated or not I cannot say .. Cultivation o'f 
cane has not yet been entered upon in Malacca by 'Europeans, because things have 
assumed' such a very threatening aspect in England, that mim are afraid to embar¥ 
.their capital; otherwise there, was one gentleman with his 40,000 dollars, who 
I know was going to the Mauritius to ,get two, other friends of his, FrenchmelJ, 
'witiJ a like stirn, tojoin him in establishing an estate of 1,000 acres, which he had 
:procured from Government. .I received a letter from the Governor of Singapore, 
by one of the recent mails, wherein he informs me that nothing bas been,dune by 
this party, but he is yet ill hopes that he will be induced to commence. From 
other advices which I haVe received, I expect, however, that he will not, because 
there is no knowing,at what period the duties may be altered, or how we may be 

· treated , 
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treated, con.equently they are all afraid; and I rather think that cultivation iii Lto.artl W"'9t 
M alatca ,..ill be delayed for a time. I came home myself for the purpose of es~ Ucf 
blishing, with other parties, a large company in Malacca. We obtained 5,000 .. .. 
acres in the same way from tht> Governor, and the land is still at our disposal till 14 feb'!'.., 18.,.[ 
May, when the period of a twelvemonth will be out. In the present state of things 
it is impossible to get up a company, or to get private parties to embark in 8uch 
a concern. In the same manner I believe all parties who have applied for land 
in Malacca will be deterred. In Sinj!apore no fixed rate has yet been arranged 
in relation to the lands. . There are two sugar estates in Singapore, one owned 
by the American consul, and the other by Dr. Montgomery, a Company's servant;· 
but the lands are not fixed at any rental. You cannot purchase laud in Singa-, 
pore as you can in the province of Wellesley, Though those three settlements are 
within such a narrow range, they entirely differ in respect to the land tenures. 

415. How is the land held then ?-You merely have leave to occupy it, that 
is all. Tbe Chinese go and squat themselves down wherever they please and 
take the land, and when called pn to contribute a rent, or to pay anything (or it, 
\hey say, .. There is the land, take it," and they go somewhere else. In provinCe> 
Wellesley, the following are the estates DOW settled, the particulars of which per
haps the Committee may find it interesting to hear. They have all been settled 
very recently. The Jawee estate is the property of a French gentleman; it 
has a ] 4·horse power engine of very superior construction, an excellent mill, and 
everythiug of that kind. He went to a grp.at expense in putting all that up. 
The e8tate has in canes about 400 acres of land, cultivated by the Chinese under 
the system of contract, which will be spoken of immediately. The land .may' be •. 
calculated to yield 25 cwt. of dry sugar per acre, and the crop now in hand will· 
be 10,000 cwt., or 500 tons, for tbe total crop of the Jawee estate. . , 

416. What do YOI1 mean by dry Bugar!-Dry marketable sugar. I speak of 
dry, in contradistmction to undrained sugar. Val d'Or is another estate belong.· 
ing to tbe sume proprietor. That has a 14-horse power engine and mill also, and. 
a most beautiful piece of machinery it is; it was made by one of the first houses 
in England, and Cost a great deal of money. That estate has also 400 acres uf 
cane hmd highly cultivated, the whole of which may average 25 cwt. per acre of 
dry sugar, or 600 tons as the crop. The Victoria is another estate, in the imme
diate neighbourhood of Val d'Or, owned by Steward & Co. and Mr. Wilson, with 
a 14-horse power engine and excellent machinery; that has about 400 acres in 
cultivation; it yields about 211 cwt. per acre. The present crop may be estimated. 
at 500 tons. The Holland or Krean estate, which is on the Krean River, is 
another very fine property, with a 12-horse power engine, and expensive ma-· 
chine. It has in cultivation about 250 acres of canes, yielding on an average· 
25 cwt. of dry sugar per acre, or 312 6 tons as the crop. 
, 417. Is that owned by a British subject ?-That is owned by Mr. Rodyke; his 

f~ther was a Dutchman, but he was born and bred in Penang, and holds a situa.
tion under Government. Caledonia is ~nother estate, in wbich I believe Mr. 
Horsman is concerned, the Member of Parliament; I rather think he has an ' 
interest in the estate in connexion with Steward &. Company; that has a 14-
horse power engine; it has in cultivation of about 300 acres of canes, yielding 
about 25 cwt. pel' acre of dry sugar, and the preaent crop may be estimated at 
3711 tons. Tassee estate is anotlier property, belonging to the Catholic Mission, 
under the Bishop o( Atholia; this has an eight-horse power engine, and has 250 
acres in culti,-ation, yielding about 20 cwt. an acre. The present crop may be 
estimated at 250 tons. Arrarendum, the property of Mr. Bacon, has an 8·horse 
power engine; 250 acres in cultivation, 20 cwt. of dry sugar per acre, and the 
present crop may be estimated at 250 tons. Battu .Kawan, the property of 
Messrs. Brown &. Company, has a 12-horse power engine, and has in culth'8tion 
about 300 acres ofland, yielding on an average 25 cwt. of dry sugar; the present 
crop may be estimated at 375 tons. Golden Grove, the property of Messrs. 
Steward &. Company, has a 14,horse power engine, recently sent out; it has 250 
acres in cultivation, yielding UpOD an average 25 cwt. of dry sugar; the present 
crop may be estimated at 31 a tond. Buki$ Tamban, the property. of Messrs. 
Steward &. Company, also has a 14-horse power engine, about 300 acres in cul
tivation, yielding about 25 cwt. per acre, or 376 tons of dry sugar. Laboo 
Marium, the property of the Catholic Mission, has a cattle mill, about 100 acres 
in culth'ation, yielding about a ton an acre'; the pr~seDt crop is estimated at 
about ] 00 tODS. This estate, I must remark, was (or sale when J came away; 
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,...,i Wnoy, tllfo owners, in failure of being able to sell it, thongbt of abandoning it. Otaheite 
&q. e$tllte is OIl tbe Island of Peullng, belongs to Me.!Srs. Drown It .Company, and 

, llaa .. water-wheel; it hUI abolle 200 acres of land in cultivation, yielding about 
14 ~II+L' 1I0 cwts. of dry sugar aD acre, or 200 ton8 of lugar as its present crop. The 

(:hineee cultivation may be reck.oned at about SOl) tons more; thd is, culti
".tion belonging eatirel, to tbe Chinese themselves:. thus making the whollJ 
of the produce of PrG"IDCe Wellesley and tbe Island of Penang to cGmprise 
4,850 tons of 8ugar. But it must be remembered that there are 8"veral other 
t'8cates in 'he course of settlement which I have not named, nnd these settled 
.tlStat.:6 are all extending tbeir cnltivation. They are new estate&, and they are 
getting ia their canes as fast as possible; but wbethel' the present prices or 
.... e present rates will deter them, I am unable to Illy. In the Islund of Singa
po.r. there ue two estates; one named Kallaodale, belonging to In. Mont
g0mery, "lUch bas • water-.wheel; it has il) culti"atIon abom 3ao aereA or 
land, all aJI average of about 20 cwts. of dry sngar per acre; 350 tons may 
be taken as the present crop. Ba1estier estdte, the property of the American 
4I01l8Ul, hils an 8-horse power engine; it lias in cultivation about 200 RCYes; 
·thepresent crop may Le taken at abollt liIO tons. From all which we find, 
that there- 1li1e in these two settlements in the Stl"dits of Malacca engines· 
:wJIoullmng in pOller to 132 horses, making 6,350 tous of sugar at the pr~Sl."f}t 
IDOment.. 

4J S. .\\-b. Mathew".] A part of that sugar is made by the Chinese, you say? 
-The Daly Cbioese property is that which I have stated as produciug 800 to08 
.fi 8UgaL The Chinese, however, have a number of stone mills, granite follen, 
b,- meaDS of: wbich they expre@!! their canes, and they han> boilers to boil she 

. crop; but since tbe Eo·ropeans have settled ar9und them in this manDell, the 
grea.l'.er' proportion of! the Chinesa have suld tbeir canes to the neighbooFiBg 
estates, because them ow." modes of manufacture are so expensive; and I sup'
polle in a very. short time tbere ",ill not be ~uch a thing to be seen in tile province 
~ II<. Chinese mill. 

4.19" Eight huudred toos, however, is still manufactured by the Chinese is 
their OWl!; WfrJ ?-A portion of it; two-thirds, I' should say, al'e now dold to 
Europeans; tbe land is. their property, but they sell the cane&. The lands 
whereon the sugar-cane is cultivated in Province Wellesley, lie low, and a~e until 
.welldrain.ed. marshy aud swampy. Hence the necessity of making drains and' 
.c1Ulals mIlCh ill tha same way as· they do in D~merara, only they do· DO~ require' . 
S(N~anYi li>anb to keep out the water. When a plauterpurcltascs a piece oflandi 
he getaa plan: from· the Government ollicialin the ollice, and then the Chinese 
begin. tAt flock in, asking him to make contracts with them. He never ha& GC
.easion to ask the Chinamen. There will be abundance· of them always.ready-t9-
OOmll: in and ask. him to give thero contracts, because· they are' al ways 011 tile 
.Jook.oU/l. for fresh estates. They koow immediately when land is purchased. 
and. they'come to you at once and. ask you (0 give them t'he land· to cultivate. 
·.'Ihe termlli of cul/.ivation L have stated here in a contract, ono lIimilar to which 
~. myself haJ'e made with them, and many others· in the provincel and it will' 
give the C,ommittee a 'reTy general idea of the nature' of the contracts existing' 
at thls ·moment in the province. 1 must first', however, remark that the rate 
aJl:vanaed. by the contract men to their labourers WWI.untillately four oo\Ian a· 
month in the province. That was caused by a l<'rench gentleman there, who 
.-'8 d.etemnined to give that price whether hie neighboul~ liked it or' not ; the 
price is. now reduced to three dollars a month, that is-30·days, the people work
ing Sunda.ys there. 
4~' SUI.J .. Pakington.l That is. tfte' ooot'l'8ot rate of wages 1-' Yes. You 

make.a.cnntracli withaertain men,ll8·the Committee will hear from this contract 
whim I.will, read. The followfng contract. wi 11 give a good general idea of most' of 
the:conbracls atthis moment existing in· Provinue Wellesley: "We, Leong Appong 
and~Lim Allow.ee. Chinese Bugar-cauecultivuwrs, do hereby agree and coo tract 
. wi.thd\ilr.cJames.Smith .of Hope. Estate,· Pro\'iuco Wellesley, as·follows :"--tlJat is 
all imQginary\estatei of oour_" That we will takeliO orlongs of waste land·"
.allod,Gng ia .• an,aere,and one-thirw .......... ·on Hope Estate, when measnred out for us, 
aod will cu4, clear; and, bUrD all jUDgle now growing thereon "-that is not 
'leavy, tree or forest jungle. This is always regulated by the appearance of the 
JUlIgJe .. We, alway. regulate. that at once. The Chinaman looks at it and 
says,. That is tuo.JIA!avy'; YOU.lllust cut that· tOr us; it is athiug which is under
. s~ 
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stood perfectl)·,-" digging up all ~8S6es, r~ts, and. stumps, and th?l'()lIghlylM~':,.g. 
burning the same. That 'we wlll dig the said land with the h~e (as IS usual), --s., 
and plunt it out with canes: in rows,. at regular distances of six feet asunder, ,14 fe_.,. "41. 
supply the same when rt'qUired, ~DlJ, m short,. mould, e1e~n, bank, ti'as~, and, Ill, ' 
f:;very re~pect, take care of the ~ald canes until they aTrlve at maturity': thet! 
cut the saIDe (when OJ'dered), tie them up in convenient bundles, and lar. thelh 
on the roadside, or put them into the canal boats for conveyance to the mil. That 
we will dig all drains and CT0S6-drains required on our said 50 orlooga of land, 
throwing up the earth 011 one side (if·so ordered) to form roads, and "'illkeeIJ 
these drains clean. That we will employ and foythwitb place on the above work, 
110 able· bodied Chinese labourers, keeping the full numbet conslantly employed 
until the whole 60 orlongs of land are planted out in canes, and the plants have 
received their second banking"-hanking signifie!l giving the eane plants a 
kind of bank to keep the ealth firm about the roots, and to preserv~them frOm 
falling over; in moist soils the heavy weight of the canes will ~ometime8 earry 
them O\'er-" when we shall be at liberty to discharge 25 men "-that i!I; when 
the canes have n:eeived their second banking, the contract men ,.,m be at 
liberty to discharge 26 men out of the 50-" beping the remaining 258till 
employed on the estate "-because then the heavy work'is all over, and they 
keep only 26 men to dea\. with the 50 orlong'!l;-Uthat we will teceh'eand 
obey all orders given to Y8 by the proprietor of the property at hiS'repre-
sentative, in regal'li to the execulioD or this engag~ment. Thllt to enable 'llS to 
,carry' out 0111' agreement, I\h. James Smith shan advance to' 1l'S th~ sum 0; 260 
dollars, with l\'uich ,.,e, will purchase hoeeand other necessary' implemen't!s', &uild 
a good and ~lIlbstsDtial house for our lab6Ul'ers, and lay iu a stock of prlWilrionli, 

. furniture. cooking a;tensil,. Ite. &e. That Mr. Smith shall advante us mO'irthly 
four doIlaJs,"-the adv-aoce monthly Hi !l<)W only three ~onaJ'9,""-"fot each mail 
working 80 full days, to: aseel'tain which the estate's Dative" assistant shall call 
over the names of aLI our men, both morning aud afternoon," To enabllf the 
contract man to keep 50 men constantly in the fietd, he peroops will keep ISiS dr 
40 men in hie house. 'Some of them may be sick, some' 01 them may noe feel 
inclined to work, BOrne may wish to go to town; but that is nothing' w the pr\)lo 
prieter; all he has to do is, to look to the number working in his field. Conse
quently.the aontract man keeps. his account, while the proprietor of the property 
keeps hIs, by means of an asSIstant, who goes out and ealh! thei!' names over 
morDing and evening; .. 'fhat when the canes prod'ueed oli our' said land are 
mllDufuctured, the Dew sugar in thecooler"-that is; the granulated, sugal' un
drained~" shall be weighed in. our presence, and for each pieul"-that is 
133Ibs.-'·of such new suga ... yielded by them, Mr. James Smibh' shall pay ns 
one dollar and a quarter, alter deducting the above-mentioned adVaDce's, toge;. 
ther with all other advances that we may have received fron:i him. That all the 
accounts shall be made up and finally adjusted within one month after oUi'eane& 
are manufactured." At the end. of this agreement the proprietor generally 
states, .. I, Jllmes Smith, do, appl'ove of and agree to, the above contract, aad 
hereby bind myself to. carry out my part of the agreement and make theneee&
sary advances, on the understanding that the above conditions are well and 
trulyperfol'med." These parties tbensigll their namep, and the contract'is witi
nessed by proper persons; and there the matter rests. It it' considered binding 
1IpOU both parties. 

42l. Mr. Wilson.] A dollal' and II quarter would: be about 5 •. ? ...... yes; I haVe 
taken a dollar lIS 4 •. in all the estimates whicb I am about to lay before thl; 
Commiu~e; in the province the exchange is 48. old. or 48. 6d. per dollar. ' 

422.' Mr., Mile.t.] Is aIL the work of sugar cultivation, alway&> done by contPact'? 
-Always bv contract. 

423. b there ncr day-labour in the colony?~ Yes. 
424. What is tbe number of hours that the labourers work, whenl engaged: ilt 

day-Iabourr-They go- out in the morning about six o~c1ock,.or'l!athel' befOl'e 
six, lind tbey wQrk until 11 clclock; at 11 o'clock, the horn blOWll, an& the
people all dl'OP work, rest themselves, and have their breakfusl, till oneo!clock. 
at one o'clock the bell again rings or the hom Llo,. .. lind' they all· ~' Ol1tto 
'Work, and continue till about halt~paBt five. ' ' ,',' 

4~5, What is the ordinary number of bours that they work in India; inan1 
eugar-growing districts ?-About the same time; they always allow thetll. t_ 
hours in the middle of the day, to rest and eat, and bathe, and 80 om 
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426, Mr. WiUon.) You say they pay a dollar and a quarter 'for the dllmp 
Bugar, as it is produc~.m the pan. what proportion does the damp sligar pro. 
duced in the pan bear to dry sugar in its merchantable state !-' That 8j:11in is 

J+.I:ebru8T,18+8. dependen~ on the machinery which. you use in manufacturing the canl!. If it be 
of a supenor character, and you bot! your eugar on the low temperature pri ... 
ciple, sucb 88 by the vacuum pan, or what is termed Weba!'. pan, you have 
very little molasses in proportion; but, 88 I said before, it depeuds upoa 
the nature of the manufacture. 1 have here a kind of estimate of a SligH!" 
estate in the Straits settlements, which I think will convey to the mind. of the 
Committee a better idea of what sugar can be cultivated for in tlte Straits than 
a more lengthened detail would do. This does Dot apply to· any paniculau
estate. it is an estimate drawn out purposely for the consideration of the O>m_ 
mittee. This is supposed to be an estate of 600 orlongsof land, 677 acres, pur.
chased from Government at the rate of 6 rupees or 101.,an acre: that gives au' 
amount of 333/. .. Digging main dl'Rin8 on same, as is usual;" the main drains 
or canals are dug by the proprietor of the estate, whereas all the email draiD8 
of .theestate are dug by the contract men. 1 have allowP.d a large eum for 
that in this case; I have allowed 300 I. for the drainage of 300 acres. "Laying 
out and Anding roads throughout the estate, 300 I." .I do not speak. of 
making roa~s. becau.qe the Chinese, wherever they dig canals. or the drain
diggers. wherever they dig drains, always throw the eartb out in that 

. manner that you can easily lay it out to. any required breadth, and. afterwards 
sand it, so as to form a road. "Cane-tops for planting out 300 Bcres, anll 

• A Jako. i. 10,000. supplying," that is, 8upplyi~g the place of those tbat die ... 1110 laksas," - tbat. 
is. 2110 l. . That is II- very' ample allowance. J have taken a wide range. 
because at times there is great difficulty in prLcuring tops; tltere being so' 
many estates: settling, there is considerable competition.: II Dwelling-house . 
for manager and assistants, with the necessary out·offices, 21101." That also 
is high. "Ten common ;native houses for laboureRl." , With regard to that 
I would observe,. it is common in the province for the contract labourers of 
whom I havll spoken, .to provide their own houses, or,. if you provide them with 
houses, you deduct from their contract money the price that the houses bave cost 
YOll; and a very fair way of averaging such houses is, to take a dollar a man, 80 

that a house calculated to contain 50 men would cost you about 110 dollars. They 
are made with the common native materials, in the native manner, but they are 
very good and very servict'Bble. Those 10 houses I. have calculated for at 100/. 
. ~27. In that case you would IIOt put the cost ofthe 10 houses upon tbe capi. 
talist, because that would. be repaid by the contract men r-l have put ihis down 

. liS a cost to the. estate, whereas in reality, in nine cases out of 10, the contract 
men find their own houses. 

428. Are you to be understood that all the other charges are really what may 
be called capital in establishing the property ?-Yes, the block. . 
. 429. Now you come to those 10 houses, which may he rather pllt dlJwn ae a 
portion of the ex penditure of the contract-men, inasmuch 88 they find their OW1l 
houses or pay )OU for them 1-. I have taken ,""hat occurs in one case in JO. In 
one case in 10 we will suppose the proprietor of the estate finds the houses; ill 
nine cases out Of ten the contr-dct men find their own houses. As, however, there 
ieone case in ten where thl! proprietor does find the houses, 1 have dtated tbat 
in the block. I have taken the worst case I could suggest, a case of the highest 
possible ~penditure. "One cattle and cart-shed, 10/.; 80 good strong Madras 
long.horned cattle,'~-it is a particular breed of cattle, which is very valuable, 
and wi)ich I take at 12 dollars each, that is 7 III.; " 10 good hard· wood carts, 88 

com~only.used, 60/:' That is a very superior .desc .. iption .of cart. H Three 
large sized cargo .buats, at 60 dollars each, 361.N Those are large boats 
for carrying the cargo from the estate' and shipping it. •• A 10-horse POWt'l' 
l1igh-.pressure engine and superior sugar mill;" 1 have put down 1,000/. f >I" 

that,which I think is ample. One was sent out the other day costing 1,2001., 
bu~ though it was called a 14-horse power engine, it was in reality a 27-horse 
power engine, so .that in reckoning for a lO-horse power engine I have·rcckonetl 
for .it at a very liberal rate; 1 have stated 1,0001 .. which is ·a very fair sum. 
Then we have" Two sets of four, making eigbt pans of sheet-iron, for evaporating 
the.cane juice aud four for claJ:ifying, each holding 3110 gallons, being provid .. d 
with Yalves,.cocks, &.c., 8601. Two Wetza!'s conccntratOl's,"or what is tel'Uled ill 
this country, Gadesden's Patent., "with piping. complete," 10 work which I have 
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added to the value of the engine-boiler the snm of 60 I., making under this head 
200/.; uoL for the two concentrators, and 601. to be added to the value ofthe 
engine-boiler to supply the requisite steam. .. A 1,000 ganons still and double '4 February .8411• retorts. flooL Manufactory," that is, the buildings and erection of machinery, 
lOr whick latter you would have to pay an engineer, flool. "Private implements, 
My 20L" By private implements, I mean those which are kept on the property 
for the use of the day labourers. It will be observed that the contract-men always 
find their own implements; 20 I. is a very fair sum for that. .. Curing cases; 
fermeating cisterna, and utensils of ·various kinds used in the manutactory~ 
100L" I have also taken an extreme case in this instance against the proprietor; 
1 have supposed that the whole of those 300 acres are of that description that 
the Chinese would refuse to take them, nnless the jungle was ent for them; 
eonsequently I ,have allowed three dollars an acre for that item on the average, 
because a portion of that may be in jungle and a portion may not. That is 180 I. 
which I have allowed. 
'430. Is there much land to be got of the other kind, on which there is no' 

jungle'!-Yes; and very often men make a bad choice by taking those lands' 
that are easy to clear, when sometimes those that are the most diffienlt are the 
best. 1 have al80 put 2461. for unforeseen expenses; that is, anything that 
might arise which could not be calculated upon, which brings. the total to 
6,000 C. for the block of the estate. The following are the current expenses of 
the crop. 1 must premise that, by stating that the first crop is the chief and; 
most difficult part of the matter, you have to do so many different things; in 
fact, it is the establishment of the estate; consequently the time of the first crop' 
lasts a long time, and the cOst is much more than tlul't of the other crops. I have 
allowed 2. months from the time the land is purchased and the (;hinese con-' 

- tractor settled with. to die period the C1'''p is worked off, which I think will be 
seen to be ample. We have 300 scres of cane planted out and brought to matu
rity by the Cbinese under the contracts usual ill the Straits settlements. I have' 
further allowed adollar ami a half per picul (on the same principle that I have· 
before spoken of, viz. because there arc some estates which give a dollar and a' 
half, whereas they. generally give only a dollar and a quarter per picul) of 
133 ! Ibs. of granulated sugar in the cooler, averaging 25 piculs of sugar per 
acre of undrained sugar. This quantity would be regarded by the ChineSe as 
80 email, that unless the land yielded more than that, they w\luld not be v~ry' 
willing to accept contracts IIpon it. However, 1 have taken the very lowest· 
possible amounts, and bave' put down 26 piculs as the average, which would· 
yield 16 picuIs, or one ton of dry sugar to the acre. One ton of dry sugar to 
the acre,is very little for· virgin land; that is, 11,250 dollars, or 2,270; I., which, 
would be the aOlonnt to be paid to the Chinese contractor, because they are paid 
for the quantity of sugar they make; they are paid by the picul; so that the 
quantity of sugar which they make regulates the sum they receive. "Manu-· 
facturing charges on 7,500 picula of new Sligar, or 300 tons of dry sugar, at 
1 .. a picul," which is high, .. 240 I." .. Manufacturing charges on 20,000· 
gallons of rum. over proof, at 2 d. a gallon, 1661.; 200 puncheons for rum, each 
100 imperial gallons, at five dollars, 200 I. Two (;hinese carpenters during 12 ' 
months, at a salary of 10 dollars i!ach," would be 20 dollars a month, that is' 
60 I. far the crop. The Chinese carpenters orefol' various uses bn the estate; 
yOU cannot do without them at all. .. One blacksmith and his assistant, at 20 
dollars," that is 60 I. also. .. Ten Kling Coolies." Kling Coolies are Coolies 
from the Malabar coast, who come over in great droves for employment. It is 
usual on all estates to keep a few Coolies who will obey all orders that may be 
given; they attend to the cattle, eiean the roads, and do anything that mav 
be wanted, in fact. Those Kling Coolies 1 have stated at their regular rate, 
three dollars a month, thst is 76 I. a year in all. . 

431. CllOi,.7IIon.) At "hose expense are they imported ?-Tbey come them
selves. and go lIack llgain when they please. .. Visitin17 engineer's salary for 
12 months." It is usual to pay an engineer to eome 0: tbe estate every 'now 
aud then, to look at the engine., and see if anything is the matter with it, and if 
thers is, to repair it, and 'you allow him a fixed salan' of about 50 I. a year; so 
that one engineer may have a considerable number ot estates under his superin
tendence. •• Five regular watchmen on the estate for 19 months. 50 l.; mana
gt,r's salary for '24 months, at 260 I. a year, 500/." I have allowed, aswjll be 
seen here. a liberal 8um for the millry, becauee 1 think it is very bad policy , 

0.37• 13 to' 
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w giW , low ~~h\ry- I I ha-re therefore stated 260 I., which, in such • chenp 
~Ol1l1.lry .. t~t. is \lonsidered a good salary. •• Assistant's salllJ:Y tor the llame 
pujod, at lOQ A./' "'Iluld be ~oo l. .. Chinese Bnd other lIlI8istants, in all four 
pel"l\(/I!II dllriug 16 months, '{iii.; interest on 8,500 I. for 111 months." 1 must 
lltat.{t ~hl! rellllUll why 1 have put down 'hat. This monty is not required at 
<l11oe, ~, e~te3da over a period of t"o years; the consequence is that in tuking 
i&. Q~ lh .hIIle, 8,500 I •• t"?r 111 months, I thi';lk it meets the ~ as neurly as 
}IIlS$11>~~; l!eGause. lIS I said before. YOll reqUire money progressl\'ely from time 
W tiw.e. dUfing· 'hia period, 10 that the interest could not be running 00' for the 
:p!o~e,., ~\l~ing tlw whole time. I have stated the interest at 10 per cent., or 
ili.t l, Unmese,u. ellipeuses upon the cunent account of the year I have stated 
.\ lQ!\ l, .. wbich is a l;t,J"g~ aum. The total outlay under thiS head is G,OO() I. 
$.~ lila. w,ilh \he block we should have an expenditure of 10,000 I. 

432. M~ Mil/l.$.] Hill! anything beeD put down for feeding the cattle ?-No. 
433. How do you keep them 1-They are fed on the estate. 
434. On w,Aa.Ii? ....... On grass; they are grazed. 1 have allowed for 867 acres 

~ l"-nd. ou* of ~hillh only 800 ape in cultivation. . 
435. b. ~he jungle or in grass you turn your cattle 0nt, do you?-There ia 

~l)JlI~daD\le of pastul"dge. The retUl'1l produce of these 300 acres of land I have 
r~koned eli 'he I;o,w, average of a ton of fair marketable sugar an acre, which 
would ~ 300 tons, and 2~,OOO gallons of rum. That would give 8,0~O cwts. or 
f$ir mU$covadq &ugar, selling 01), the spot at 13,8., aa I have calculated, that is 
a..~~0{. 'fwel/,ty. thousand gallons of rum, 30 per cent. over proof. I have taken 
~ 1 8. ftd. per, gallon, that ill 1,500 t. The reason I bav~ reckoned in this 
l!IaJln~ those two prices. on 'the spot,. is to avoid the risk. of confusing them 
with the charges for freight and commission, and so. on, SfJ that 1 ltave. rotduc~d 
them to what they are worth in the country; tlui.t gins us: a total of 6,400 I. 
'\J)~ see by tJlis that the first (;rop clears its expenses, and sho\\'s unly a balanC\'! 
of 400.1. to go towards the block. 

436 .. Mp. Wil$on.) What is the quality of this sugar ?-It ill fair muscovado 
suga.J:. 

437. The best of the PeHang sogar which has lIome to Europe hitherto you are 
a;Ware has been of a very interior quality ?-What is called Penang sugar includes 
a, very great variety. In the first place it includes the Chillese sugar manufactured 
bythems~lves in the province; a great portion of that is very bad. Until very lately, 
t)lere. was a. restrict.ion on l'enaDg sugar, at the same tima that they were allowed 
tIl i.mportsugarfrom other countries, so that all the sligar which came home under 
the name of PenaDg sugar, was not grown or manufactured in the province. 
BIJf/ since, tile withdrawal of that higher duty Penang haa not been allowed to 
import Sougar. Consequently everything that has cOIDe home since that time 
IllIII.been Penangsugar; but of this a great portion, to tbe amountofSoo tons, 88 

lba..'·e.stated before, is of Ch.ineRecultivation, and a large portion of it of Chinese 
man.ufacture al~ which is v.ery inferior. Again, the sugar cultivated on many 
otithe estates; and which has belln sent borne, ill sug-ar cultivated on lands 
",hich have been for, a series of years inundated, or subject to inundation, 
swa~py. landSo abounding in saline matter. The consequence is, that this sugar, 
tbough. it is, probably fair and beautiful when it is first made, after a time 
imbibes the moisture of the atmosphere to that degree, that it becomes of a very 
diJi"erent; quality. That is the result of cultivating new land such as that is, 
rich alluviailaJid, abqllnding in saline matter. As the cultivation proceeds, its 
quality mutU; improve, because by drainage and by cI'epping those pernicious, 
constituents.in the soil are diminished, and, cOJl6eqllently, the 8ugar becomes of a 
higher. character. I have know.n sugal' cultivated in the provincenear·rivers which 
are,alfecredby the, tides to be so salt that you could not eat it. Such sugar as that 
would, of course, attract moisture enormously, and I have seen such sugar 
which has been sent-on board. and I have known the captain of the ship to 
come on ahore, bringing samples-in his hand, saying, .. I am expected to carry 
such sugar· as this to England; look at it, it ill alre-oldy deliquescent;" That. 
ari!l8S. from .the cane being grown upon this saltish land. But ina short time 
all thisis goto¥er, and the sugar, it is found, improves. every year, Tho;.e· 
estata which have now. been· going on for some yeal"tl, are very much im proved 
in that re8j)ect. 

438. Is it not the fact that the Penang ~ugars, which have &een imported. into 
thj$ countl'f,. even during the present year, have beeD of a very low and bad 

qualityr-
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Cjuality 7-1 cannot state the fact from my ow~ kllowledge ~r fro!d ahytLi~ii izo;.iuti Wr.j, 
I ha"e heard here, because I have had "ery httle to do wIth thJl; matter In Esq. 
England; but I should say, if it be 90, that it arises ftom tbe causes 1 have jtist. . .. .... 8 
stated; for it. must be remembered that a number of these estates ate still. 14 February 184 • 
opening new lands every dRY, A great deal of the sugar that has com!! hottlil' 
this year baS been tbe first crop taken from the new land. , 

439. The sugar which you put down at 138. II cwt. on the spot is stippdsed tli 
be sugar that has assumed its be~t cOhdition after the period of cultiviltioll r-! 
That is the lowest price at which sugat"Would have sold when 1 left tM Strait!! 
inM* . 

440. Are you aware that there is a great deal of this sugar \thilili hali been 
~oltl in this country as low as 8 s. a cwt. ?-' That applies to the ~ugar that ill 
purchased directly from the Chinese, 1 apprehend. 

441. Is the sugar sold here at 88. 8 cIYl. only the bad Sligarr \VLieh is cUlti
vated nnly by tlle Chinese (-It must be SO'; 1 do not think it is poesibl'l! to b~ 
any otht'r. 

442. Mr. Mites.] Do you know WhNC the value of Penaolt Bugal i§ at tTi! 
prescnt time?- I have seen invoice!' (If sugars whicli have g{)riti fr<llR tne pTa" 
~jnce. lind han been sold in England, ranging' fron1 358 up tl!f 48;,; lind I 
know that MI'. Baleslier's sugal', made OD hi!l estate in Singapore, breiig'1rt, jjjJ 
high a price as 518. ami 628. including the duty. 

443. Mr. Wilson.) When did this sugar sell for 2/. 11 s. or 21. 12 s; a C1I\·t.' ~ 
-1 left Singapore in May, and there were invaicelt which had just Ill'rived in 
tbe country. Tbat was before the present extreme depression took plaoe. The 
sugar made in the province ,by Europeans, generally speaking, is of a very excell 
lent quality, as mtiscovado viewed on the estate. but from the circumstance 01 
its imbibillg moisture from the atmosphere, it sometimeS' becomeg deteri'<iiated 
80 tbat you would not recognize it as flOe same sugar after It tiliit~., , . 

444. Mr. Miles.] Do they send Penang slIgaI' home in hogsheads, oi' in, 
boxes 1-ln boxes and hags, and in a kind of basket-work; cranjans they call 
them. ' 

445. Sir T. Bird.] Principally in baskets, do not they r-'· r cannot saypri'n
cipully; it is sent in all ways; tbere Bre scarcely two estates' which s'elfd it ovet 
in the same "'a y. 

446. 1\1r. Miles.] Does the muscovado BUg'at of Penang go through the same' 
process of man ufacture as the muscovado sugar does i~ the West Indies 1-"-lt l( 
much superior. , , 

447. Is tbe general'character of the manufacture the same ?-' YeA; the gelf~ 
ral character of its manufacture. The machinery of tbe pro\inca"~, general I! 
speaking, of a better character than' it is in Jamaica. 

448. Mr. Wilson.) You have not applied the Java system of claying', hliv't!' 
you, becatlse that makes the sugar so dry as to exclude it frOIn' liny injurY' bf' 
damp ?-They do at times clay their sugars. or very generally they do ~Ilat· 
answers' the same purpose, they pnt wet cloths npon them, the moisture ft6m 
which percolating through the mass washes the' crystals. but wbere the sugar 

'has those saline constituents embodied in it,. if ,,'iIt contiliul!'to' imbibe mOlstur'e' 
till the whole has become a perfectly soupy mass. , 

449. The Committee are to ohdel'l'tand that Ihe circumstance orPenling sugllr 
coming 9U damp arises from the cane imbibing saline particles in" the first instanCE!; 
until the cultivation has proceeded so far as to get' rid of that qtinIityfr'dJii the· 
soil ?-Preciselv so. 

450. So that all new estates are liable to it r-' Yes, if of a: marShy aridl saIiii~' 
character. I will now procee(i in my estimate tothe second erop; " 

45" May the second crop be taken lIS a fait average of all futureerops?-' It 
Dlay; you cannot cali the estate settled down' at the Second' crop; bnt ¥uri' citO' 
form a very fair idea from it. We will suppose the sarile' 300 atJ'es'wlficlrbad' 
been cultivated the year'previously; I will suppose those- 300' acres til be yield!.. 
ing I'"dtoons; in this case, from the cause's I have just mentioned, the quality or 
the sugar would be better the second year than the first; The rilteat"wbicll: 1 have' 
estimat~d the first produce is .so v~ry low, .that.l have taken that qU~Il!ity ~s the' 
mte whIch tm- second crop WIll Yield, wblch IS, a> ton' peT acre; thIS IS paId for 
only at the I"d~ of one dollar 8. picul, whereas the former crop is calculated at> 
a dollar ond half. In tbis case the Chinaman has not to dig drains; he has Dot 
the trouble of digging out the stumps and roots, and seUling the laad, but' be' 
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Leonard Jl'ra!l. has only to cultivate the cane, which is already planted, the fields being already 
, Esq. .. laid out; so that the labour is much less, con~equently, instead of a dollar and 

half a picul, he receives only a dollar. That brings the price to 1,600 I. for the 
14 February 'li48. 300 tons of sugar. The manufacturing charges I have .taken at the same rate as 

the year before, 240 I.; alao the manufacturing charges on 20,000 gallons of 
rum, 1661.; 200 puncheons at the ~me rate of 6 dollars, 200 l.; two Chinese 
carpenters, for twelve months, at 10 dollars each, and so on. The ..eurrent ex
penses of the second crop would be 3,4261., paying interest on 6,000 I. at ] 0 
per cent; the return produce would be at the same rate as 1 before spoke of. 
5,400 I. 

452. Chairman.] What produce do you reckon on 1-Exactly the same as the 
year before; that gives 1,974 L as the nett proceeds of the !:!state. or the profit 
to go towards paying off the block • 

. 453. Sir T. Birch.] There is no expense of planting in the second year ?-No. 
they are all ratoons. \ 

454. Every subsequent year there would be, would not there ?-N 0, when 
once the land is properly established the cost of planting is nothing l a China
man would rather plant the land than continue rattooning. If you offered 
second ratoons to a Chinaman he would say, .. No, 1 shall make no profit; I would 
rather plant." First ratoous answer very well; after that they will not do. 

455. Mr. Wilson.] You get 1,974/. the second year towards the payment of 
the block ?-Ycs. . 

456. Still reckoning the sugar at 138. a cwt. :-Yes. 
457. Chairman.] What do you make out that it costs you the second year 1-

I have still taken the same amount I it costs 3,4261 •. 

· 458. Mr. Wilson.] If you reckon 20,000 gallons of rum, at Is. 6 d. the gal-
lon, that gives yo~ 1,600 I. 1-Y es. , 

459. Deduct that from the cost, it leaves 1,9261. as the cost of the 8ugar'!
Yes. 

460. For 300 tons?-Yes. 
461. Which is 61. 10 B. per ton, or 6 s. 6 d. a cwt. ?-Yes; but the rum can

not he taken at the extreme price of 18. 6 d. The rum costs little in manufac
turing, in comparison with the sugar; it should he taken at somewhat less. 
, 462. How would you divide the. cost of the rum and of the sugar 1-Yoo may 

divide it by taking the rum at 1 s. 
· 463. That would give you ~e sugar at 8 I., would not it ? -Yes. 

464. What is your market for the rum ?-RuUl is valued in the Straits from 
25 cents, which is about 18., to half a dQl1ar, or 28. 

465. That is its market value; where is your' place of consumption for rum ?
You either ship your rum to England or sell it to the shipping; or you dispose 
of it to those who purchase it for the purpose of shipping it to Australia. or other 
places.. . 

466. You have the same chances as regards vour market for rum as you have 
for sugar'?-You have the same chances, because persons who purchase sugar or 
rum must have the idea either of shipping it on their own accouut or supplying 
it to other parties. 
· 467. Australia is the great market, is not it?-It was; I have some doubt as 

to the eligibility of that market now, in consequence of some accounts I bave, 
received from Mr. Balestier of the rum sales turning out very unsatisfllctory. 

468. Has that market fallen off because the rum is not so good as the West 
lpdia rum ?-It is not so good, certainly. . 
· 469. The Australians prefer the West India rum ?-Yes lin the first place, 

rum coming from the West Indies has a long voyage; it is older rum ; and in the 
second place it is better manufactured. The estates in the province are mostly 
managed by persons who have not been brought up.as planters, and the conse· 
quence is they do not know how to manufacture rum so well as the old and well. 
established planters in the West Indies •. They therefore produce rum which 
is somewhat inferior in most cases, and in some cases very much inferior to West 
India. . 
· 470. Is there any of this rllm which com!!s to the English market ?-A great 

quantity. 
471. Does it meet with a ready sale here?-Ihave seen invoices of rum which 

h.as sold at 28. 1 d. . 
472. What 
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. 472. What is the' c~st of sending' i~ home 1-~It is according to .the rate of ,Lt •• Drd Wr,,!!, 
freight. sometimes freIghts are very hIgh, sometimes very moderate. ". Esq. 

473. 'What is the average freight ?-The average freight from the Straits may 1 Februar 18 8, 
'be 6 1. a ton. They take four hogsheads to a ton, of about 64 gallons each; 4 Y 4 
that is 2511" gallons; it is about 6/ •. The master of a ship does not like to take 
fum when he.can ~et any other dead weight. '. . . 

474. Chairman, £.5 for rum is quite below the average freight, is it not 1-
He is obliged to ta e it when they sbjll sugars and other things. The merchant 
will onlv give him those on condition that he will take so much rum. . . 

475. Mr" Wilson.] If you put down sugar at Sl. a ton, and J;um at 18. per 
gallon, you think that will be a fair proportion between the two articles 1-. I 

.should think it would. The freight is about 308. more when rum is taken by 
itself. When it goes in as a general item of the cargo it goes i~ at the same 
freight. 

476. Cllliirman.] Is not 5Z. a ton a very low average for freights from the 
Straits of Malacca ?-No; from what I have seen myself I should. say it is a 
very 'general average, for dead weight; I have known several ships taken up at 
that rate all round. 

477. 'Freight would be 101. probably this year?-They were 101. 
. 478. In this item of freight, have you included insurance, brokage, commis

sion, and interest of money I-That is the reason Ibave put these various articles 
as valued in the country; I have valued them' in the country to do away with 
that portion of the charges which I am not so well acquainted with. 

479. The virgin soil of Province Wellesley is of a very rich alluvial kind, is . 
not it1-Yes, it is of a rich kind, much impregnated.with saline matter. 

480. As nearly similar as may be to the soil in Demerara ?-Something 
similar to the Demerara soil; more similar to the Demerara soil than· to any 
other that could be suggested. . . 

481. Province Wellesley has this advantage, has not it, that it is not embanked 
from the sea, and therefore does not lie below the level of the sea ?-' No; there 
are one or two estates lying close to the river, which have small banks to keep 
out the tidal waters, but they are exceptions.. . 

482. As a general rule, there is no outlay for constructing, and no continual 
expenditure for maintaining sea embankments, as in 'Demerara, Berbice, and 
Essequibo ?-No, nothing of the kind. 

483. Mr. Wilson.] Have you been in Demel'ara?-No, I ha\'e not. 
484. CAairman.] The climate of Province Wellesley, I believe, is very like the 

climate of Demerara ?-Yes, somewhat similar; but the climate is very healthy 
indeed; it is a fine healthy climate. 

485. And very hot ?-Yes, at times; but there is generally a refreshing breeze. 
486. Are there any earthquakes ?-No. 

, 487. Any hurricanesr-No; and no white ants or jackals. 
488. Are there any rats ~--'There are a few, but they do not abound as they 

do in the West India islands. 
489. Have you elephants ?-There are elephants, but they very seldom do any 

damage. . 
490. Have you plenty of fuel ?-Abundance; the most extraordinary quantity 

offuel to be found in any part of the world perhaps; in fact,lIiasugarcountry.· 
I know of no part of the world to equal it. 
'-491. Sir E. Buxton.] A great deal of money has Qeen laid out there of late 
yea~s. has there not?-Yes. As respects 811gBr lands, Malacca is superior to 
Province Wellesley in every sense of the word. The climate is' more season:' 
able; there is a greater variety and a greater choice of land; it is the most 
perfect sugar country 1 can conceive of; it has so many advantages. 

492. Chairman.] You are noi constrained to burn your manure for fuel, are 
you; but you can apply it all to the purprisesof cultivation ?-Every iota ofitcan 
be used as manure. The Malays aI'e a peculiarly jungle-cutting people; they are 
peculiarly fitted for it, and they like it; it suits their habits; they will cut you 
any quantity, put it into their little bOllts., and bring it to the stoke-hole close to 
the engine, Ilt the cheapest rates.. . 

493. You are not oppressed with excise there ?-. No. 
494' There is no land-tax ?-No. 

0·32./ K 495. The. 
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JMnt"d H'rtily, 495. The Government is maintained, and yon are not charged anything for 
Eoq. it ?-No, nothing at present; they are talking of an assess~ent. 

J+ F b 848 496. You are not called on to maintain any church establishmeut ?-N otlling 
. e ruary 1 • whatever of that kind. 

497. You have not seven church establishments, as there were in Jamaica?
No; they have one at Pllnang, which I think answers aU purposes. 

498. Are you taxed for that church ?-No; nor am I aware of any other 
person being taxed in the province. 

499. Do they work Sundays and week-daYB all alike 1-The Chinese culti
vating under contract, have a right to work whe.n they like. 

500. And they do work on Sundays like other days?-Yes; the onlv estate 
where I can say they do not work on Sunday is Mr. Balestier's; he is in tlie habit 
cf giving them half the day on Sundays: but that is a matter for the planter to 
decide on for himself; if he chooses to make them a present of the day he can 
do it, but they will not reverence the day because he gives it to them as a 
holiday. The Catholic Mission estates also allow half Sunday. 

501. All those plantations you have spoken of are very .close upon the sea-
board, are not they?-Y es, very close. ' 

502. You have scarcely any expense in the way of carriage to the ship?
The most,moderate possible. 

503 •. And no risk from damage, or waste, or pilfering 1-1 have never known 
anything of that kind; I had a case once brought before me of a man stealing 
some sugar, but that is the only case I ever knew. . 

504. You are at no expense in importing the Chinamen, or carrying them 
back to ,their native country?-No, they come of their own accord, and go back 
when they please.. 

505. And of course you have to maintain none but efficient labourersr-You 
have nothing to do with that; that is for you~ contract men. 

506. You have no poor-rate, have you !-Nothing whatever of the kind. 
507. No charge for worn-out and infirm labourers ?-None. 
508. No charge for medical attendance ?-Nothing whatever of the kind. 
509. With respect to these Chinamen, do they work hard 1-1n contract work 

jt is a perfect sight to see them. Anyone going 'on a plantation, not having 
seen .thll Chinese working previously, would be perfectly surprised to see them; 
it is like a piece of machinery. If you see a man working, either in his own 
ground or in contract work, it is incessant motion, The man does not appear 
to feel fatigue. ' 

510. They do not care at all for the climate ?-Not the least i they often work 
bareheaded the whole day; or if a man puts on a, cap, it is as a mere fancy. 

511. A Chinaman will stand up to hIS knees, or even up to his middle in the 
wet, and work' all day under the hot sun, will he not ?-From morning till 
night. 
I 512• And his health does not appear to suffer ?-Not lhe least. 

513. You have had experience of coolies in t~e north-western parts of Ben
gal; how should you compare the labour of a Chinaman with the labour of a 
coolie ?-I :would never have a coolie near me if 1 could have a Chinaman, such 
a difFerencc<have I found in their work. I think if there is anything like a com
pa.rison to be drawn, you may say that one Chinaman will do the work of four 
coolies, or even i ve. I would rather have 'one Chinaman than any four coolies 
1 ever knew,' and 1 have had thousands and thousands of coolies working 
under me. . 

5,14. How would you compare a Ghinaman with a negTo slave such as ex~sted 
in youI.' time in Jamaica ?"':'A negro could never work with a Chinaman; I had 
ten years' experience very nearly of negroes, and have worked with them, and 
know their character perfectly. They have not the 'smallest chance in compari
son with China~en. 

515. Mr. Wilson.] .Do you now speak of free negroes ?-Yes, or any others; 
I have had a great deal of experience of both, and 1 am, convinced that no negTo 
in the world can work with 11 Chinaman. 

516. It is to be presumed that you only pick out the best Chinamen for the 
purpose of being engaged in contracts ?-You leave that with YOU1, contract man. 
We will suppose two men entering into a contract with you, or it may be one 
man; you leave him to provide his own labourers; he goes and' chooses his 

" labourers, 



SELECT COMMITTEE ON SUGAR AND COFFEE PLANTING. 67 

labourers, and brings them to the estate; they are generally fine young men, Letmo,d W'ray. 
civil and polite, and will do whatever you tell them; they are always very civil ~ 
and good-natured. . F b -; 8 

51i. Chairlllan.] Do those Chinamen live very hardr-They are very great 14 e ruaryl 4. 
gormandizers; they will eat a vast amount of rice, or anything they can get; 
they are not nice in what they eat; they will live upon anything; they have no 
prejudices as to caste; they have no caste; in fact, therefore, they will, eat 
everything. , ' • • 

518. You are not obliged to find any particular kind of food for them as you 
are for the coolies ?-No, wben you cannot give them rice they will eat any
thing else, 

519. Will they eat dogs, or rats, or cats, or anything else ?-Anything; in 
fact, it is very dangerous to allow a Chinaman to prowl about your house; he 
will take up your dogs or cats, and walk off with them; they have walked off 
with mine very often. 

520. As they enter inio contracts, do you fee lthat every Chinaman has the 
same interest as the master in the cultivation of the cane, and that it is not 
necessary to watch them so much as you would do common labo~rers ?-Yoa 
cannot watch them; the thing is out of the question; you have made a contract 
with them, and you feel at once that the responsibility is removed from your 
shoulders. You have thrown the responsibility on the contract-man. and every 
man in the contract is one of the parties interested in it; he feels himself inter
ested in protecting your property from injury, and in at all,timCl! conducing to its 
improvement. Whenever you enter into a contract you feel you have but little' 
further responsibility in the matter; you have only to see that they do not shirk 
their work, and that they perform their contract well. You feel you have 
engaged in your illterests the body of men who are placed upon your land. 

521. You have employed above 100 Chinamen ?-Yes, upwards of 100. 
522. How do those Chinamen come from China ?-Sometimes they come in 

junks; junks come down at certain seasons of the year; they are such unwieldy 
vessels that they cannot sail as ours do at all times, they therefore come down in 
the monsoon. At times great numbers come. That is ihe opportunity the women 
take for coming. When tile women come, they come in junks, because Euro
pean vessels will not take women; for this reason, that it is a kind of specula
tive emigration. Men come, fine young fellows; they come on board and ask 
the captain to take them. The captain will ask them. whether they have any 
money_ .. No," they say, "but when we get to Penang and enter into an 
engagement, we will arrange to pay you;" and so they do. When they arrive. 
rou see them there on board the vessel; the vessel lies at anchor. The Chinese 
Immediately go off. For instance, my contract-man would come and tell me 
be wanted men. I would say, .. Go on board and choose so many men_ Take 
care they are stout good fellows, who do not smoke opium, and 80 OD." He 
would go on board and choose them. They come on shore, and then you say 
to theml"" Well, how much are you indebted to the captain 1" So much., The 
captain comes with them and receives his money, and away he ·goes. Then 
your contract-man is responsible'to you for the money you advance, because you 
ao not advance it to these men themselves, but to the contractor, and he is made 
responsible for the advance; the men go, and are distributed amongst the Cong-

, sees, so that you have no expense or risk whatever. 
523. In short, generally speaking, these Chinamen are not possessed of a 

mrthing probably when they leavl! China ?-Not a farthing. 
524. Nothing but the trowsers they stand in 1-And those are of the most 

ragged description at times_ 
525. But they are brought to the Straits of Malacca on credit? .... They come 

on speculation. . 
526. European captains, and the captains of native junks equally bring them 

on credit 1-Y es, on the faith of getting the money when they come there 
(to the Straits). . 

527. Is it your opinion ihat there would be any difficulty in getting any 
number of those Chinamen from China to immigrate to the West India colonies? 
-You might have any number that you could possibly require. 

528. What nomber of those Chinamen now annually immigrate to the Straits 
of Malacca}-About 25,000 a year. In connexion with that, I may remark 

0.32. ' K 2 that' 
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that an immense number also emigrate to various parts of the Archipelago; but; 
confining myself to the Straits of Malacca, the amount is about 2:1,000. 

529. Have you given your attention to the question of-the immigration of 
Chinamen" from China to the British West Indies ?-Very much indeed; and I 
have not only given my attention to it since 1 arrived in England but while I was 
in the Straits. 1 went to Colonel Butterworth on several occasions, and he sup
plied me with all the information he had, and all the documentary evidence ill "his 
possession; a!ld from every thing 1 have learned on the. subject, and everything 
I am personally aware of, I should say any numher might be sent to the West 
Indies that may be requirec\. 

530. Have you made any estimate as to the expense at which they might be 
taken there ?-I should Bay the outside range of the cost would be 10 I. 
" 531. How do you arrive at that result ?---I am sorry to sa'y 1 have not the 
memorandum with me at present, but I will furnish the calculation to the 
Committee. 

5~2. A!e you .prepared with any. estimate of the number of A.merican ships 
tradIDg With ChIDa ?-In the month of November last there were ID the Chinese 
waters 22 American ships," with a tonnage of 9,663 tons. In the paper before 
me I see in the year ending 30 June 1846 there were 40 American tea ships, 
which left China for the United States. In the year ending 30 June 1847 there 
were 37 also left for the United States, which does not include the Mary Ellen 
a 600-ton ship, which was lost in the China Seas. Independently of thos; 
which carry tea, there are others which touch at Canton, taking a variety oC 
articles, and others which go from Singapore and Penang. 

533. So that there is an average of about 45 ships a year?-That would be 
about a fair average, 1 think. 

534 Of what tonnage 1-1 should take the tonnage to be abC:ut, on an average, 
500 to'ns. Some of them are much larger; 700,800, and some of them 1,000 
tons. 

535. As far as your inquiries have gone, what number of Chinamen, if there 
were no government restrictions, would those ships be able to carry, supposing 
them only to take three-fourths of their cargo ?-From various inquiries I have 
made, 1 have found that a ship of 500 tons could carry to the West Indies 30() 
Chinese immigrants and 400 tons of cargo, together with watel' and stores. 
Perhaps 1 may be allowed to r\!mark, 'that· those are the very description of 
labourers,.in my opinion, that are wanted in the 'Vest Indies. I say that, having 
bad to do with a vast number of ot\1er kinds of labourers, such as negroes, 
Hindostsnees, Malays, and others. 

536.Do .you know enough of navigation to be able to say how many days 
voyage it would be out of a ship's way to call at Jamaica or the Windward 
Islands, and leave such persons there ?-.Jt would Dot be more than two or three 
days' sail out of her way. 

537. Wha~ would be the cost 1-£.1 0 is the outside range, according to my 
estimate. 

538. How much of that 101. have you allowed for provisions, and how much 
for freight ?-In relation to that 1 must remark, that rice, which is the peculiar 
food of these people, that is, the food mostly eaten by them, though they will 
eat anything else, is cheaper in that part of the world which they would have 
to come through, than anywhere else. If the ships were to come plll't the Straits 
of Sunda, calling at Sarabaya or Samarang, or passing through the Straits of 
Lombock, they could get rice of an excellent quality at from 60 to 65 dollars 
a picul of 1331bs. The calculation I have made for them perhaps may appear 
to the Committee rather small, namely a pound of rice per day to a man, inde
pendent of other things; but a pound of raw rice when boiled is a very large 
<\uantity. 1 know that labouring Chinamen will eat 2lbs. of rice per day with 
very great ease, arid even more,. and that is the regular allowance we calcu
late for them; but that is for men working laboriously. 

539. What have you reckoned as the cost of the subsistence of those China
men during their voyage from China to the West Indies r-The following is an 

_ estimate of the cost of provisioning 300 Chinese emigrants from ~moy to the 
West Indies, allowing 150 days for the passage: 

300 adult .. 
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'300adults at 1 lb. of un boiled 'rice each per diem =340 picu]s •. Good 
, rice sell~ in China at 1 i dollar per picul; therefore say - -
300 adults at i lb. of good oalt fioh each per diem = 170 piculo, at 6'-, 
7,600Ibs. ~f good wholesome biscuit, to be used in bad weather--
,900 lb •. of common junk tea (black) for the passage -
.oil for cookinO', id est, edible oil, for the passage - - - -
Chillies (pepp:rs) and various spices - - - - - -
Sugar to be eaten with their rice, ,lb. each every two days=45 picu]s 

Allowance for bags and packages .- - - - - -
-Indulgences in cold and otormy weather, of tobacco, arrack, &c. 

Spa. DollaT •• 
S10 

1,020 
22S 
105 
160 

60 
135 
130' 
166 

Dollars - - - 2,500 
Note.-About sool. sterling. 

COST of Passage per Emigrant to the West Indi ... 

300 Chinese emig,'ants at 101. each -
Deduct coot of provisioning 

£. 
Deduct for 'each a ouit of warm clothing, as before mimed, supplied 

to tbem by the agent· 

Total Net Freight - - £. 

£. s. d. 
3,000 

600 

2,500 

100 

2,400 

Not .. -If the ship finds the provisions, it mus~ be on the scale before laid d?wn herei~, 
.and be allowed for as 600 ,,; leaving 81. per emIgrant, 2,400 I., as the nd; freIght of eDll-
grants, independent of cargo. ' 

The Committee will please to observe tllat lIb. of raw rice will, when bbiled, 
swell out very much, and will then weigh about 2 ~ Ibs. to 3 lbs., which (together 
with the other 'allowances) is an ample daily ration for each person. This is 
particularly convincing when we consider that the supposed emigrants are 
persons long accustomed to severe toil, and very scanty food ; men who are, 
in fact, half starved; men who are leaving their country because their utmost 
labour doesnot suffice to provide food enough to maintain, life; men who' are 
leaving bitter toil and hunger behind them to enjoy the idleness of a board~ 
ship life; and the very comfortable rations I have stated. Under these circum~ 
'stances the fellows would consider themselves living in clover with such allow
ances, and would be abundantly satisfied. , 

The agent who ships them in China would have to provide each 'person with 
a pair of loose trousers and jacket-shirt, made of blue pennistone, which' is 
.a kind of close coarse baize; also a few mess pans, which are procurable in 
China very cheap. The ship conveying these people would have to provide 
,good puncheons for containing water, which would sell very readily in the 
West lndies, at a good price, for estates' purposes. 

It would also be necessary to use up Ii. quantity of thick boards or planks in 
forming accommodation for the emigrants, but the cost of these would be fully 
covered by the price the3' would sell at in the colony in which the people were 
landed. 

So that, in fact, the ship would be at no other expense than the mere provi
sioning of the emigrants, as I have stated. 

With each cargo of emigrants, one, two, three', or more young Chinese would 
also be sent, to act as intel1;lretets; these interpreters would be taken from 
Pinang. Singapore. Malacca, ·Hong Kong, &c. &c., and would be found very 
useful. There would require to be also some few well-disposed and respectable 
Chinamen established in the West India colonies, who have long resided in the 
Stl""dits settlements, and who. would initiate their raw countrymen, and smooth 
over all difficulties. Hope of pl'ofit, and remunerative employment, would in-
duce these and the interpreters to go very readily. ' ' 

540. Assuming the average tonnage of each ship to be 500 tons, and that 
there were 20,000 tons in the whole, that would admit of i2,000 Chinllmen 
being brought every year ?-That is if they brought 300 Chinamen each, aud 
400 tons of cargo. What is called a :iOO-ton ship will carry from 900 to 1,000 
tons of cargo. 

0·32. . K 3 541. Supposirig 
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541. Supposing them only to bring 150 eaclI, that would admit of 6,000 
C?inamen being brought every year by American. ships?~ Y!!S; they could take 
wIth a large cargo a great many of those men. 

542. Your calculation, however, is not based upon the supposition that the 
Americans will take them all 7-No; I imagine that English ships will take 
them also. A European ship would not be able to bring home tea; she conld 
take to the West Indies nothing but rice; she would carry rice; taking 400 
tons of rice at the Straits of Sunda (Sarabaya and Samarang), proceeding on 
her voyage with 390 of these men, she would do well. There is another method 
by which ,they could be brought. If it could be so arranged that we were 
allowed a landing-place at Fayal, at the Azores, or at Madeira, English home
ward-bound ships could run in there with these men on board; and then West 
India ships outward bound, passing the island, would drop their anchors and 
take them off, and carry them to the West Indies. It is in their track, both 
ways. ' 

543. That would not be out of the course of an outward-bound West India
man 7-It would not be out of the. way of either of those vessels. 

544. A letter by the overland mail would give such full notice of the time 
when one of those cargoes of Chinamen might be expected at Fayal, that there 
would be no difficulty in making the necessary arrangements for an outward
bound West Indiaman to take them on ?-Not the smallest. It could be easily 
arranged. 

545. In how many months might you receive the news in England that a 
cargo of these immigrants were on their way ?-Suppose their voyage to occupy 
four or four·and-a-half months to Fayal, and the news by the overland mail came 
in two months, you would have the clear spaee of two months, or two-and-a-halr 
months, for making the necessary arrangements. 

546. It is your opinion that there would not be the least difficulty in getting 
Chinamen to contract in China to go out to the West Indies ?-Not the smallest 
difficulty in the world j in fact they will beg you to allow them to go. 

547. 'They would undertake to work out their passage-money for whoever 
would carry them out ?-Yes, they would; decidedly so. In fact, ships arriving 
at Arnoy and Shangaeare immediately crowded with Chinamen, begging the 
captain to take them for a passage, wherever he may be going. They are 
anxious to get away j they are in such a miserable plight that they are glad 
to go. 

548. Up to this time the restrictions imposed by the Colonial Office have 
'made it utterly impossible for any Chinaman to be engaged in that way?-We 
are so restricted in the West Indies. Our slaves have been made free, and we are 
not allowed to import laboqrers to carryon our cultivation, so that our estates 
are ruined jour hanrls are tied, and we are not allowed to supply the requisite 
labour. If we were allo~ed by the Colonial Office to import labourers, we could 
do so, and that upon principles the most humane, in connexion with their pas
sage, and so on 'j while at the same time their labour would serve to carry on 
the cultivation of the estates, and rescue the colonies from ruin. 

549. The Committee understand that there is a complete bar at this moment 
to any emigration of Chinamen to the West Indies, through the regulations and 
restrictions of the Colonial Office?-Decidedly so.' , . 

550. The only possible mode of encouraging the emigration of Chinamen 
would be, that all restrictions should be taken off, and that merchant ships 
should be left entirely free, and private individuals be left entirely free to engage 
Chinamen, and to carry them to the West Indies in the best way they could;
Certainly j to take them from China, or any other country where they could get 
them, but especially from Chin,a. 

551. Are you to be understood that there is no other spot on the globe, so far 
as you know, where sugar can be so cheaply grown as in the Straits of Malacca ? 
-I do not know any other country where sugar can be grown to such advantage 
as in Malacca jbut in reFerence to the Straits of Ma\acca, it is important to 
remember that we may take 2/. a ton against that produce a8 extra freight, 
beyond the freight from Cuba and Brazil for instance; because it is a greater 
distance we pay 21. a ton more for our sugar from there than is paid from the 
West India Islands. 

552. In addition to which there is double insurance for a five months' voyage. 
instead of two, and so on ?-Yes. 

553. Probably 
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553. Probably 8 larger commission ?-Yes. LlmuJrtl Wray, 
554. Mr. Wilson.] Doesthatapplyto Java the same as the Straits of Malacca? Esq. 

-No; and there is another thing that does not apply to Java, which is, that the 
restrictions on our navigation are such that we sail our ships so much dearer. 14 Febftlary 1848• 
They can send home their sugar from Java much cheaper than we ean. 

555. Suppose you had no navigation laws, but thd you had the same oppor
tunity of getting cheap ships from the Straits of Malaeea as thcy have, there 
would be DO difference between your position and that of the J avanes~ now?
There is something in connellion willi that which is very important, ana that is. 
that although you may send sugar home much cheaper in foreign vessels under 
general circuDlstances, how are you to know that these foreign vessels are sound 
vessels 1 they are not vessels approved at Lloyd's; they are not vessels known 
to us as being of a certain standing; they may be nny rattle-trap affairs sent out, 
and patched up so as just to keep the sea. One great protection to your 
shipments, in case of shipping in English ships, is, that you have the assurance 
that they are good ships, from knowing on what letter they are placed at 
Lloyd's, ·and that is a very great thing as affects the insurance of your pro
duce. The insurance offices in the colonies would be very loth to insure your 
sugar home if they knew YGur ships were foreign ships; they ~ould wish to 
know what Lloyd's would say to them. 

556. CAairman.] It requires very strong ships to carry sugar, does not it?
I t does. ve:ry strong. 

557. Nothing but an oak or a teak-built ship will serve to carry sugar, will 
~t 1-lt requires a good soundly-built ship to carry sugar, 01' ally other heavy· 
cargo; a heavy cargo is the same in all cases. 

558. Mr. WilsOll.] If you; kave this disadvantage in freight in an English 
ship which you complain of. you appear, on the lithe!! hand, to have the advan
tBf.e in insurance ?-You have the advantage in insurance;. it would be doubt
fu , however, whether an insurance company would insure yodr shipments iu. 
foreign ships, unless they knew them. Everything can be reduced to rule, and 
I think this can. If a man is shipping his crop of sugar, he has tha~ confidence 
in shipping it in an English ship which he would not have if he were shipping it 
in a foreign ship, becauHe he does not know where that ship was built, of what 
material she is composed, or whether she is a staunch craft. The consequence 
is that he is in doubt till he hears from England whether. she has arrived or not. 

559. Those risks are all included in the insurance, are not they ?-Yes, pre
cisely so; and therefore I consider that colonial insurance offices would refuse 
a great many insurancea on foreign ships, 

560. At present ships coming from Java. are insured;. there is no difficulty ia 
insuring them ?-Those that come from Java are known to the Javanese mer
chants, or to the Batavian merchants, and the Batavian insurance companies; 
you cannot insure ships- from Java, that is to say Dutch ships, in English insw
ance office!! in the Strai ts, 

561. But all the sugar that is shipped from Java now is shipped in European 
vessels, either Dutch or English ?-Yes, hua my arglJDlent is that you cannot 
insure foreign vessels in an English office in the colonies, unless well knoWll. 

562. You could in a Dutch office ?-Under those circumstances you would 
have to get a branch establishment· at your own ports; and. then the question 
would arise whether those offices were good for anything. 

563. Chairman.] Do you know what the freights from Java are ?-I do not. 
564 Do you. know whether a Dutch ship from Java does bring sugar cheaper 

than a British ship ?-I know that, because it is often the topic of conversation 
in Singapore, where a great many Dutch ships trade. The Straits' merchants 
have a great deal to do with Batavia, and I have often heard a discussion on the 
subject at merchants' tables. .. . 

565. Do you know at how mlJch cheaper a rate sugar would be brought home 
in Dutch ships than in English ships 1--1 do not; I spoke of foreign ships gene
rally; 1 have seen extremely fine Americau. ships come out of the Straits, as 
DlI:e ships as a man need to aee. and those. ships sail cheaper thalil. .Englisb 
.~ . 

566. What do they offer to carry ~-They could not offer In carry. . 
567. Not to England, but to other ports 1-We do not ship to other ports. 
568. Do they carry sugar to the Hause Towns ?-I do not know. 
569. You are not aware whether foreign ships woold bring sugar home. 

0·3::1. B: 4 cheaper 
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cheaper for you than English ships 1-1 should say the matter rests altogether 
upon your knowing the ship; if you knew well the ship, and the merchant witll 
whom you de.alt knew the ship, he might ~ossibly effect an insurance of the pro
duce, otherwlse your sugars could not be msured. 

570. Are YOIl aware whether foreign ships would bring sugar home for YOIl' 

more cheaply than English 'ships ?-Foreign ships will bring sugar home more 
cheaply, certainly; but we are seldom so secure as in British ships. 

5i1. How do YOIl know that ?-Because it is the opinion expressed by every 
merchant of every kind whom I have heard speak on the subject. 

572. You never had any experience on the subject 1-No, we are not allowed 
to ship sugar in foreign bottoms. 

573. You do not know whether they bring home sugar at 2 I. 6 d. a ton or 
11. a ton?-No. 

574. Did you ever hear of foreign ships carrying sugar from Java to Holland 
cheaper than British ships will carry sugar from the Straits of Malacca to 
England ?-I never heard a comparison drawn. . 

575. Mr. Wilson.] Yoil have stated that in Singapore it is considered' by mer
chants resident there that they labour under great disadvantf$.e in consequence' 
of the higher freight caused by the restriction which exists ?-The 0:rinion usually 
expressed in the Straits is, that the ships of other pations are saile at much less· 
cost than those of England; but at the same time there are always the 'doubts 
expressed which I have mentioned, as to whether you would be secure in ship
ping in a great many of those foreign ships. I should hesitate very much as to 
shipping sugar in any other than a British ship. • , 

576. Are you aware of a petition that has recently been sent home from the' 
Chamber of Commerce in Singapore, against the Navigation Laws of this 
country, complaining of those very evils which we are now discussing ?-I 
believe such a petition has been sent home. I think I have read such a thing; 
but at the same time, in common with other persons, I have my own opinion 
upon the subject. ' 

577. Chairnlan.] If the repeal of the Navigation Laws did cheapen freight, 
you probably think it would reduce the freight on sugar from the Province 
Wellesley to twice the extent that it would reduce the freight from the West 
India islands, and would thus give an advantage to the East over the West ?
I should suppose that it would reduce it in the same ratio, but it is only under' 
certain circumstances. 

5iS. If the repeal of the Navigation Laws benefited the West Indies 1 I. a' 
hundredweight, it would benefit you 28. a hundredweight ?-I do not doubt 
but that it would benefit the Straits' planter in the same ratio it did the West 
Indian. . 

579. What is the sailing distance from the Straits of Malacca ttl England 1-' 
I believe it is roughly ca~culated at from 12,000 to 16,000 miles. May I be 
allowed to mention to the Committee that there is something which should be; 
added to a former answer of mine. In saying that it would cheapen sugar, it is 
only in particular cases, as it only gives you the option of taking a foreign ship .. 
if you like, whereas I think in two cases out of three you would prefer an English, 
ship.' '. ' ' 

580. Sir E. Buxton.] Is there a large mortality among the Chinese who are' 
working on the estates in the Straits (-.. No; they are the most healthy fellows-' 
in the world. 

581. In case they are taken ill, what do they do 1-They go to their own 
native doctor; they do not like European practice. . 

.582, Do ihey pay for it themselves'l-Yes. 
583. The wages come. to about 6d. a day?-Yes. 
584. What proportion of women do you suppose there.are with those men ?-' 

The women are never brought in European vessels. 1n the Straits settlements 
there are a large number of Chinese women, several hundreds. You will see: 
numbers of Chinese women in the Straits, who must have come from China 
in some ,'essels ~ they come in junks. But the number of Chinese "'omen t()· 
the number of Chinese men is very disproportionate, because they (the males) 
come on this speculative kind of emigration. They come to look for work, and 
on credit. 

585. How many men do you suppose there are to one woman ?-I cannot say 
that; it is a very large number indeed under those circumstances. • 

586. What 
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586. Wbat is tbe moral state of those men 1-1 do not believe that they are so 
bad as the Bengalese by any means; they are, whilst living on the, property, the 
most quiet Bnd most orderly people you c~ have. 

587. Do you suppose that not having more women among them has given 
rise to those crimes which it is said the great number of men, in proportion to 
the women, going to the Mauritius, has given rise to ?-If those things do exist 
you never know of them. I can safely say, myself, that I never knew anything 
of the kind. The Chinamen when they come will very often iutermarry with 
the Malay women, and the other wom.~n of the country. 

588. What is the length of time they usually remain at the Straits ?-Some
times they remain there all their lives; sometimes they remain fi~e, ten, twenty, 
or thirty years, as the case may be. 

589. Do you mean to say that any large number of men remain there all that 
time without their women ?-Yes; they get some Chinese women perhaps, or 
they get Malay women, or those that have proceeded from the mixture of Malay 
and Chinese, and they settle down in that way. 

590. What is the length of voyage to the West Indies from China ?-From 
four months to four months and a half on the average, by the Straits of 
Sunda. 

591. With respect to those Chinese that come, what part of China do they 
come from ?-From different parts; Amoy, Shanghae, and Canton; we call 
them Fokein Chinese, Chincbu, and Macao. These three do not speak the· 
same language; they cannot understand each otber, and are always obliged to 
speak the Malay language. . 

592. Are they fond of drinking if they can get at the rum r-As a body they 
are a very sober ·set of men; comparing tbem with others, such as our own 
peasantry, for example, or the peasantry of any other country, they are a very 
sober set of men. 

593. Are you aware tllat the Chinese have gone to Trinidad in former times? 
-1 am aware that the Straits were once completely swept of all the vagabonds 
that could be collected; they packed off every lawless ragamuffin they could get 
hold ot~ and Hent him away Most of them were notorious characters. 

594. They went from the Straits, and not from China then r-Not direct from 
China; some few were taken up in the Straits as they arrived from China. 

59.S. Are you aware that there has been an importation of them into Cuba?
I am aware of it. 

596. Was that from the Straits, do you know?-That was from China direct; 
from Amov I think. In connexion with that, I should wish to remark on what 
was stated on Saturday by Lord Palmerston, viz. that evidence has been given 
that on being "coerced," they had murdered their o\'erseers. Now, the word 
.. coerced" was not explained; it is a very comprehensive term, and I suppose 
we must take it in the sense in which it is used in Cuba. The coercion of 
Cuba would be very different to the coercion of England or of a British colony. 
I suppose the coercion of Cuba signifies a good round flogging; I suppose they 
must have been well flogged, and perhaps put in the stocks and treated the same 
as slaves. There is great difficulty in estimating the advantages of such au 
emigration 8S that; you are sending men who are born free, and have been 
accustomed to. f,'ee institutions all their lives, to a slave country. If they are Ito 

little wrong. headed or in any way obstinate, they are immediately "coerced;" 
thllt is to say, they are flogged or treated like slaves, and the consequence is 
they will rebel and perhaps retaliate, so that lives may be lost, Bnd murder may 
be attributed to them. 1 think that is a very unfair mode oC estimating the 
advantages of such an emigration. 

597. You think. the rClllIons against their importation into Cuba would not 
exist in Jamaica?-l think the West India planters have been taught since the 
abolition of slavery that forbearance is necessary towards their labourers; that is 
to say, if they did nnt know it b~fore. They are obliged to act with the greatest 
indulgence and forbearance towards their labourers; and the same indulgence 
and forbearance exercised I.\lwards Chinamen would induce them to work. as 
well in the West fndies as they do in the Straits. In the SII'aits we never have 
to complain of the Chinese labourers ill any way. 

598. Does any slavery exist in the Str"ils ?-None whatever. 
:;99. For how long do the Chinamen remain at work with you ?--\" au a"ree 

• with the contract man; you have nothing to do with that. 0 
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600. Do you know how long they remain ?-Sometimes they remain for years 
in one congsee. 

60 J. Is the contract from year to year?-It is for one crop or two crops, as 
the case may be. 

602. It is for at least a year ?-Always for a crop; it may be for two or even 
three crops, extending over a period of two, three, or four yt'llrs. 

603. Mr. {nlsl/n.] You told the Committee, that as soon M it was known in the 
Straits that a new estate was to be cultivated, the owner of that estate had I1l'pli
cations made to him immediately, in great numbers, by the labourers, or those 
who employ labourers, for the purpose of entering into contracts with him 1-
That is the case. 

604. You have always a large supply of Chinamen as labourers in .thltl 
country ,-A very large supply. 

605. What is your opinion as to those Chinamen being equally tractahle and 
equally disposed to work if they were in the West Indies, where there al'e 
three masters to one man, as they are in a country where there are three men la 
one master? In the West Indies you are aware there is nIJ competition for labour, 
in consequence of the small number (If labourers. In the Straits there is great com
petition, in consequence ofthe large number of labourers in proportion to the num
ber of employers. Have you any means of judging whether, if the Chinamen were 
removed to the West Indies, under those circumstances they would manifest the 
same assiduity and good character which you describe them as exhibiting in the 
east ?-The persons 1 have described as flocking round a planter when he is 
setting an estate in motion, are Chinamen who are desirous of entering into cun
tracts with him, that is, of becoming the heads of the congsees or companies 
which are formcd. They are not the mere labourers themselves. They may be 
labouring men, bllt they come forward anti ask you to form contracts with them. 
IC you do so, they go at once and pl'ocure labourers. In all cases I have seen, 
if you have a good contractor you are sure to have ~ood workmen. 

606. You are speaking of a country where there is an abundant supply of 
labourers. You might have equally good contractors in Demerara, for instance, 
with a very insufficient supply of labourers, and where, therefore, the 
control to be exercised over them would be much less?-The case would be 
ruled entirely by the manner in which they go there: for instance, if the China
men 'were to find their way there on their own account, as they do in the Straits, 
and when they arrive in the country find themselves free to form any bargains 
they might like, those men would make their agreements and would be ruled by 
them; but afterwards, if they had another contract offered to them at a higher 
price, they would go to that; they are ruled by self-interest, just the same as 
Englishmen, but perhaps to a greater degree. At the same time, if they went as 
Government immigrants, or were taken there by private individuals, at a specified 
sum a month, they would work out their contracts, I think, as faithfully as any 
other class of men I am acquainted with. After that they would become free 
of all obligation; they might then form contracts wherever they pleased; and 
it naturally follows that they would go to that contractor who would give them 
the highest rate of wages. . 

607. Therefore all the advantages that are derived by cheap labour in the 
Straits' settlements, in consequence of the large number of labourers, would be 
lost in Demerara in consequence of the small number ?-Not 80; the present 
difficulties which stand in the way of cultivation would be lessened by every 
cargo of Chinamen that came there. The addition of every Chinaman would 
serve to lessen the difficulty as far as .his labour extended. The consequence 
would be that as the immigration proceeded, so the difficulties would be les
sened. But there is another feature to remark on in that; which is, that it is 
not alone the labour Qr the man, but it is the manner in which he applies 
his iabour. He takes a contract, and working under the contract, he throws the 
whole of his strength and energy into his work. 

608. The question is, would such a person be likely to take a contract where 
be had not the same control over the men who were to perform the contract? 
-The Chinese character is averse to day labour; they do not like day labour; 
they like contract work. A Chinaman always looks forward to profit; you 
never find a Chinaman who would prefer day labour to contract work. 

609. Therefore he will always work ·hard if he can get plenty of money for it? 
-Yes; give him contract work, and he will always work hard. 
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Lord GeorJ(e Be" linck. 
IS .. Thomas Birch. 
~ir Eoward Buxlon. 
Mr. Milner Gibson. 
Mr. HOIIP. 
Mr. Labouchere. 

. )I EMB8l\S PRESENT. 

Lord George Manner •. 
Mr. M.lhe.on. 
Mr. Milos. 
Mr. Mofl'all. 

. Mr. Villiers. 
Mr. Wilson.' 

LoRD GEORGE BENTINCK, IN THB CHAIR. 

ColonellYilliam Henry Sykes, called in; and Examined. 

610. Chairman.] I BELIEVB you are a Director ofthe East India Company? Col. W. H. S!Jk ... 
-I am. 

611. And you. are fully acquainted with all the statistics of India ~-I wish 16 February 1848. 
I· could say I was fully acquainted with all the statistics of India; the Court 
of Directors are collecting statistics, and I hope in time we shall be able to 
perfect a necessary measure; considerable progress has been made. 
'. ti12. Can you inform the Committee what the revenue of the East India 
Company is ?--l had occasion to draw up a paper, showing the progress of the 
revenue of the East India Company in different decennial periods; it is for the 
years 1809-10, 1819-20, 1829-30, and 1839-40. I wished to IIScertain the 
progress of the revenues and charges IJf India for these 40 years; the whole 
is placed under the different heads of land, sayer, and abkarry of the lower 
and upper provinces of Bengal; the customs of the lower and upper provinces; 
the salt, deducting cost; the opium, stamps, and post-office; the revenue of 
Prince of Wales Island and the ceded territory in the Nerbuddah, and tributes 
and subsidies, deducting the allowances and IISsignments payable out of the 
lower and upper provinces; and there is a final balance struck. The same 
thing is done for the other presidencies. 

613. Will you state what in the last period the gross amount of revenue 
appears to be 1-1 have the net revenue for each presidency; it has varied in 
Bengal and Agra, from 7,151,037 I. in the year 1809-10, to 8,962,848 I. in 
1839-40; in Madras, from 3,620,6571. to 3,433,220 I.; and in Bombay, from 
466.716 I. to 1,846,292 I. The total net revenue, therefore, in the last period, 
was 13,742,360 t.; and the gross revenue, 15,338,737 I. Each decennial period 
ha.~ its revenues and receipts in separate columns; the charges of collection 
under each head; the net receipts, and the rate percent. of collection, and that 
for each decennial period. Then against the receipts are contrasted the charges; 
civil and political charges, including contingencies. and judicial charges of the 
lower provinces and the north-western provinces; the provincial police of the 
lower provinces and the north-western provinces; the mint; the marine; the 
111ilitary; buildings and fortifications, and charge of Prince of Wales's Island, 
aud interest on debt. The other presidencies combine the same elements. 
For India at large the total charges, including interest on debt, in 1809-10, 
were 98'561 per cent. of the whole revenue; in 1819-20, they were 99'366 
per cent.; in 1829-30, 92'142 per cent.; and in 1839-40, 94'608 per cent. ; 
and under each head of receipt and disbursement the per-centages are also 
given. 

[The Witlless delivered ill thefollowing Paper:] 

O.Jl, L2 The 
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The estimated gross revenue of India, for 1847 and 1848, is. 

Bengal - Rs. H,09,88,2i7 
Agra :- 5,99,07,000 
Madras 5,18,03,720 
Bombay - 3,54,68,230 

TOTAL - - - 25,81,67,227 

The charges are estimated at, Rs.24,03,50,462. 

614. Can you state what portion of the revenue of India is raised from the 
land taxes ?-For a part of India I can. I have a paper here, which I drew up 
when I was statistical reporter in the Deccan, and I think it will apply to mucb 
of India. It relates to four collectorates of the Deccan; Poonah, Abmudnuggur. 
Dharwar, and Khandesh. The . land revenue in Poonah was 76·12 per cent.; 
in Ahmudnuggur it was 89'275 per cent.; in Dharwar it was 80·335 per cent.; 
and in Khandesh it was 83'76 per cent. The average of the land revenue of 
the four collectorates was 82'3 per cent. The customs and excise made up 
the rest. 

615. Will you state the sum total ?-You may hay, that of the revenue of all 
India, seven to eight-tenths are derived from the land, including the produce 
from opium. 

616. Do you include the excise duties ?-No; those are entirely distinct. 
617. A return has been moved for by Mr. Hume, which comes down to the 

year 1846; and from that it appears, that out of 20,849,3391., 12,549,8.61 1. is 
the amount of the land revenue in India \ leaving a little above eight milliQns 
3l! the revenue from other sources?-I will give the revenue for the whole of the 
Agra government. This is an account (showing it) of the year 1846-47; the 
gross collectiQns of land revenue in that year con~isted of 40,477,661 rupees; 
turning that into pounds, it is above four millions of money. The stamp col
lections in the gross are 116,9741., and abkarry 143,0061.; and those put 
together amount to 259,980 I.: add to this the customs; and still the land. 
revenue preponderates in a greater ratio than in the Deccan collectorates. 

618. The result is that the EaSt India Company relies very much upon its 
land revenues to maintain its government ?-Very much so. 

619. How is the land tax 3l!sessed ?-There have been various attempts 
made at different periods to determine the quality of land; some individuals 
have gone the length of distinguishing four, five, and six, or more qualities of 
land; they have failed in that; but I think generally it is determined that the 
land should be 3l!sessed upon three or four qualities, and that has been carried 
out of late by accurate surveys that have been made. The 3l!sessment in the 
north·western provinces has been done upon that footing. 

620. Are those the sugar-growing provinces ?-Yes; the whole h3l! been 
measured and reduced to statute acres, and the quantity of land under culti
vation ascertained. The maximum !/overage rate in any district in the Agra 
government is 5 s. 6 d. per acre; that is in the Futtehpore district of the 
Allahabad division; and a rate of 4 s. per acre, or above that sum, oilly obtains. 
in 14 of the 32 districts of the north-western provinces. 

621. I apprehend that the land for sugar cultivation is a higher class of 
land ?-Yes, it will be a better class of land, and will be assessed at a higher 
rate. 

622. At the maximum rate I-Very likely, but not necessarily so; it depends 
upon the facility of irrigation. The minimum average rate is a decimal more 
than 1 s. 3d. per acre, and that is in the Hurreeannah district, and in this district 
there are 705,379 acres ofland under cultivation at this assessment, and 921,346 
acres of land cUlturable but not cultivated, and with only 145,008 acres of barren 
land. In the Agra territory there are 10,528,658 acres of good land not culti~. 
vated. The average land tax per acre in the different divisions varies from 
2 B. 8 d. ~thsper acre in the Delhi division, to 4 s. 6 d. :.ths in the Agra 
division.· The average land tax per acre, for the whole of the land under culti
vation in the north-western provinces, in the year 1846-47, W3l! 38. 7. d. per. 

acre • • 
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acre; and this tax is upon lands that produce those remunerative returns, sugar, Col. w. H.8g1 ... 
indigo cotton, condiments, &c., which Mr. Allen, a civil servant who was em-
ployed in the revenue SlU"Vey, says, are sometimes worth 200 rupees per acre. 16 February 1848. 

623. Can you give us the number of acres under sligar cultivation 1-1 cannot 
give that, but 1 can give the proportion of the principal c~ops in a pergunnah 
as a type of the whole, as ascertained by Messrs. Muir & Allen in the Calpee 
and Humeerpoor pergunnahs in 1842. The per-centage of the principal crops 
of the Monsoon harvest is as follows: Of the grain called jowara, 17 ~ths per 
cent.; bajra, 131 per cent.; cotton, 14(ths per cent.; sugar cane, 4-th per cent.; 
and a pulse called phaseolus moong, 3} per cent.; total of the Monsoon har_ 
vest, 48 t per cent. Of the Spring harvest, wheat is 201 per cent.; gram, 25 ~ 
per cent.; the morinda citrifolia (which is a dye), 21 per cent.; the koosom, 
carthamus tinctoria (which is another dye), 3i per cent.; total, 516 per cent.; 
the two harvests together making up 100. As illustrative of. the land tax, it 
may be desirable to mention what the average tax upon land in the western
provinces of India was in 1825. In the Poonah collectorate it was 28. per acre; 
in the Ahmudnuggur collectorate, not quite 28. 6d. per acre; in the Dharwar 
collectorate, not quite Is. 6 d. per aQfe; and in Khandesh, not qnite 3s. 2 d. 
per acre. This was in the year 1825, but it has been subsequently reduced. 
As far as the East India Company is concerned, it is a matter of .ery grave 
importance to them to obtain their remittances from India at the least possible 
cost. The East India Company are compelled to bring home from the revenue 
of India annually 3,300,0001. at the least, and extending even to 3,700,0001., 
for the payment of dividends upon East India stock, retired pensions, military 
stores, aud other .charges. Now that can only ·be transferred from India to 
l<:lIgland through the medium of the products of the country; it is therefore 
of very great importance to the Company that that m~ney should be trans
mitted at the least possible cost and with the greatest facility; anything there
fore that impedes the development of the resources of the country, anything 
that impedea the consumption of the products of India, or enhances their 
value, and consequently impedes their consumption. is detrimental; lind there
fore it is, that export duties, which aTe levied upon the products of India, 
and which enhance the price to the consumer elsewhere, are objectionable. 
I am happy to say that the Court of Directors have directed the abolition of 
export duties. (;otton is frell, sugar is free, and the other export duties. as 
soon as the state of the finances will permit, will also be abolished; the entre
port duties are also abolishl:'d: but then again there are enhancements upon. 
the products by the cost of transit from India to England; . if the merchant in 
sending home h~ goods has to pay 51. or 6l. or 71. or 91. a ton, he is compelled 
to add that price to the selling price upon them, and I presume the consumption 
will generally be diminished in proportion to the high rate at which the article 
is charged to the consumer. There is no doubt that the cost of the transit 
of the products of India to England is a. very serious impediment; it does 
decidedly interfere with the facile transit of those three millions and a half 
from India. to England. Of course we feel that, and we feel also that if the 
products of India could be brought home cheaper. we should have less diffi
culty in getting this money, which must be transferred from India to England. 
At one time I doubted whether India could bear this tribute, and I had drawn 
up a completl' view of the whole commerce of India for a series of years, to 
satisfy my mind on the subject. I had this dmwn up under the heads of 
Bengal, Madras, and Bombay. It can only be by the excess of exports over 
imports that India can bear this tribute. 1 find that in the year 1834-5 the 
total imports were 7,654,485 I., total exports 9,674,728l., leaving an excess 
of exports 2,020,243l.; and I find that in 1841-2 the total imports were 
II ,473, 1131., and the total exports were 16,0:10,857 I., and the excess of 
exports therefore was '4.547,744 I., showing the extra stimulus that had been 
given to the products of India, and proving that India could bear the tribute 
if she continued in the same state in which she was in the years 1841-2. 
And a. curious fact came out in that investigation. It appeared that, amongst 
the imports, there was an amount of bullion imported into India, without any 
account of its ever going out again, of nearly a million and three quarters . 
sterling pt'r annum. 

624. Will you inform the Committee whether the land tax is commuted, or. 
v.hl'tht'r'it is liable to be raised or diminished according to the value of the 

0.32• L 3 IUlId?-' 
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Col. W. H. S9k.,. land ?-Of late years it has been the object of the Court to induce cultivators 
. to accept assessments for a period of 30 years at a fixed rate, and that to a 

16 February 1848• certain extent is progressing; but it was an unusual tbfng, and there has 
been considerable hesitation on tbe part of the cultivators. I believe that in 
time it will have the confidence of the cultivators, and will take place all over 
India: and there is no doubt that wherever it does take place, it is to the 
advantage of the cultivators. 

625. Mr. LabOflchere.] The offer is always made to them ?-Yes. When 
you speak of India, India is an enormous country, under different governments, 
and under different persons, who have to administer the functions of govt"rn
ment, aud who have not always exactly the same views; it is carried out more 
in some presidencies than in others. In the Bengal and Agra territories it is 
carried out. 

620. Mr. Wilson.] Is the land tax chiefly commuted in the Bengal and 
Agra district ?-I think so. 

627. And the sugar is cultivated at fixed rents ?-Yes. 
628. Chairman.] At about -II s. or as. an acre ?-Four shillings or a I. an acre 

is the average maximum. • 
629. Do you think that the East India Company would be secure of con

tinuing to derive their revenues from land now under sugar cultivation, for the 
next 30 years, if by any reduction in the price of sugar, sugar cultivation should 
be abandoned ?-The sugar cultivation is only one element; I cannot answer 
that question. I can give the amount of sugar that was sent from Bengal to the 
United Kingdom, between the years 1834-35, and 1841-42. In 1834-35, the 
quantity of sugar sent from Calcutta was bazaar maunds 154,&f'I4, of the value 
of 123,4971.; I am converting the rupee for convenience into;2 s.; that is the 
amount of exports to the United Kingdom only. In 1841-42, the export of 
sugar to the United Kingdom was 1,490,467 bazaar maunds, of the value of 
1,328,7841., showing an enormous increase; that is to say, the increase had been 
812 per cent. in value, and 712 per cent. in amount. 

630. I believe the last intelligence from Calcutta gives an increase of between 
1,600,000 l. and 1,700,000 l. ?-l am afraid that the export in the last year or 
two will be under anomalous circumstances, and the only value of facts of this 
kind is dependent on the time over which they run. A single year may have 
a most anomalous contrast with the preceding y8lU' and the year following it, 
and you can only rely upon those statistical data that result from averages of 
years. ' . 

631. Mr. Labouchere.] There is a large home market in India for sugar, is 
there not 1-Yes, for goor; but I would guard the Committee against a fallacy 
with reference to the supposed consumption of sugar in India. The natives, 
whose wages average 6 s. a month, including clothing, food, and lodging, cannot 
layout very much money upon comparatively so expensive an article as sugar is 
even in India. No doubt they are very fond of sugar and eat great quantities of 
sweetmeats, but still there is a limitation to their narrow means. As far as India 
is concerned in the production of sugar, or in the production of anything else 
that the tropics can produce, I do not see that there is any country in the world 
that can compete with it. Where you have only to pay 68. a month for your 
labour, which is abundant, and where you have to pay only 4 8. or Ii 8. an acre 
for land which is fertile and abundant, it is absurd to say that India cannot 
compete with any country in the world; I say that India desires no aid or 
assistance, that she only desires that all impediments to the export of her pro
ducts should be removed. 

6.32. Chairman.] Up to the year 1835 you state thllt the total exports of 
sugar to Great Britain had not exceeded 123,4971.; the markets of Europe 
were open to India at that time, were they not ?-Certainly. 

633. How then do you account for the small amount of export in 1834-35 ? 
-I suppose more attention has been paid to the cultivation of sugar in India 
since that time. 

634. Do not you apprehend that the difficulty was, that the price of !lugar 
in this country was not sufficient to induce the natives to export sugar, or to 
make it profitable to the merchant at Calcutta to export it ?-l do not thin k 
that the natives export it now; I presume the export trade is entirely in th e 
\lands of Europeans. , 

ti35. Do not yOU think that the 13ritish lDerchants would have discovered 
that 
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thai; it was profitable to export sugar in the year 1834-35, if they could have Col. If". H. S!Jl, •• 
purchased sugar from the natives at such a .price as to enable ~hem to do it ?--
Yes; but there was at that time an impediment to the introduction of sugar ,6 February .848. 
into this country, by differential duties. 

636. There was a duty of 8s. per cwt. I-I do not remember what the amount 
of the duty was; but on its removal the proportions of the increase in value 
and in quantity ran pari paam. Sugar increased in quantity 712 per cent., and 
in value 812 per cent.; after all, it is only a difference of one-eighth. _ 

637. The export of sugar from India depends upon the price. does it not ?-, 
Tne cheaper it is imported into thn. country, the more will be consumed. 

638. The quesion is, not what quantity will be consumed here, but what 
quantity will be exported from India; and the result of your endence I appre
hend to be this, that the amount of the exports depends upon the price at 
Calcutta ?-No exporter will carry away from India, or any other country 
whatever, any article upon which he supposes he will sustain a loss. 

639. May it not be presumed from the statement that you have made, that 
till prices rose at Calcutta the exporter could not export sugar at a profit ?-. 
The increased E'Xport I presume was occasioned by the unusual stimulus applied 
to the production of sugar. • 

640. That is in consequence of the high price of. sugar 1-1 do not know 
whether it is in consequence of the high price or not; it is in consequence of. 
the increased demand, and that may arise from the price having diminished, BI d 
the demand having thereby increased. 

641. You do not mean to say that the natives of India, out of a kind feeling 
to the consumers in England, would increase their cultivation of sugar, but 
they want to be rewarded by obtaining a high price for the sugar that they 
cultivate ?-As far as the natives are concerned, I think they are in much the 
same state as they were; the parties applying the stimulus to sugar cultivation 
being chiefly Europeans. I have here the cost of the production of sugar in 
the Deccan, which came under my own eye; it was in the year 1825; it gives 
every detail of expense. . 

642. Were you a Ilugar planted-No; I was statistical reporter to the 
Bombay government; and in the course of my inquiries into the resources of 
the Deccan, with a view to report to the government, it was my duty to ascer
tain what the products of the country were, how they were raised, and what 
the means of the people were. On the 25th of March 1825, I encamped in the 
neighbourhood of a sugar field which was growing., 1 ascertained that that 
sugar field had been sold by the cultivator to another party who was cutting it 
down, and I ascertained from the party who had sold it what it had cost him 
to cultivate that field, which comprised a beegab, or 3,600 square yards of 
good black land; he gave me every article of expenditure, and which is included 
in this paper. This land had the enormous burden of 40 rupees, or 41., of 
laud tax and other dues upon it, and yet the profit upon that to the individual 
was 46 rupees 12 annas. This was a bona fide transaction; the cultivator was 
unaided by his own family; he hired everything; the cattle were paid for, and 
therefore he cultivated most expensively;' nevertheless he made a profit upon 
this outlay of 51 per cent. 

643. Sir T. Birch.] Where was that 1-At Chakun, ahout 18 miles north of 
Poonah. 

6# Mr. 1I-Jilu.] What price did he get ?-He got 140 rupees for the field 
as it stood, and the individual who bought it expected it would produce consi
derably more than it did produce, and he made a bad bargain; carrying on the 
process, the individual who bought the sugar-cane field, of course had to get his 
mill to crush it. Now the mill used in the Deccan is very efficient; it consists 
of an endless screw; or of two wooden screws put against each other, moved by 
hullocks; and the expenses of that appear in the paper. . 

[The lI'it7lu, thlivered in the Paper. Which;' Q8follf1lW:] 

EXPENSES 
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EXPENSES and Retum on the Cultivation of One Beegah (3,600 oquaTe yanla) of Awul Kalwul, ftr be<t Black 
Garden Land, with SUGAR CAlf", in the Year IS •• -i5, at Chakuo, Poona Collectorate, the Cultivator being an 
Oopuree or mere Reoter of tbe Land. 0 

Government aod other dues 00 one beegab of gar-
den land - - - - - - -

Ploughing 3 times wilb 8 bullodta= •• buUodta, at 
• annaa(I 6d.) - - - - - -

6 meo attenwng ditto - ditto, at 0 annaa (, I do) 
each - - - - - - - -

Harrowing 3 times, 3 harrowB daily, • bullocks 
each, in all ,8 bullocks, at i annas (11 do) each -

9 men to ditto - - ditto, at • aonaa eacb -
'.S carts Gf manure, at half a rupee per cart - -
10,000 pubreis or cuttings of sugar caoe, at '1 

rupee per 1,000 .. .. .. .. .. .. 
Flooding tbe field for planting, 4 bullocks , day, 

2: BDosseach.. .. .. .. .. .. .. 
1 man atteowng bullo.1ao dmwing waler - -
Planting' sugar cane, 6 men 4 days, each l' anna .. 
4 times weeded, and eartb loosened at the roots of 

canes, 10 men daily at 11 anoas each .. .. 
\V atering the field 4 times a month, for 8 mooths, 

• bullocks each time, • anDas each bullock -
3" men attending bullocks drawing water, at • 

anoas each man .. .. .. .. .. .. 
To balance Profit upon One Beegah (3,600 

square yarda) of Sugar Caoe - - -

Rupeu • - -

R •• an. p. 

40 0 0 

300 

011 0 

.4 0 

1 " 0 
IV 8 0 

15 9 0 

080 
o g 0 
040 

3 '" 0 

800 

----
140 0 0 

RaCB1PTI. 

By caob fur one beeg>lh of 
atsnding Bugar cane, from 
Rawjee Kberker _ _ 

Rllpeu - - -

lU • .... p. 

140 0 0 

140 0 0 

Thi. was a bondfide transactioo withio my own knowledge. The cultivator, unaided by hiB own family or caule, paid 
for everythiog, and therefore cultivated most expensively; oeverthelesa be made a profit of ra. 46. ,. ano.., upon hi. 
outlay ofrs. 93. 4 ano .. , or 51 per ceoL 

Supposing that Nuneekur Kooobee, ti,e cultivator of tbe above-noticed field or sugar cane, bad oot Bold it Itanding, 
but bad made bis owo gool'or raw sugar, bi. expeoses would bBYe been-

. 

B X PEN S E S. 

To expenses, as above - .. .. 

Daily expenses:- 1/8. 
Hire of churrak or sugar mill daily, 0 
Ditto, great iron boiler.. .. .. 0 
Wages uf goleeo or sugar maker - 0 

Dilto of jaleea or fire feeder - - 0 
Ditto of kawheea, feeder of sugar mill 

witbcsne- ....... -0 
Ditto of cheepara or receiver of 

crushed cane .. .. .. .. 0 
Ditto of ~ katree or driver. of mill 

bullocks - • ... - - 0 
Ditto of peerooleea or man wbo cuts 

caoe into lengtbs - - - 0 
Ditto of 14 women who cut the canes 

in tbe field ao.1 bring tbem to the 
mill, 3 pice eacb, daily, and , sugar 
cane .. .. .. .. .. .. 0 

Hire of 8 bullocks, daily, at • alldas 
each - - - - - - 1 

on. d. 
4 or 6 
80r U 
4 or 6 
~ or 3 

~ or 3 

tor 3 

4 or 6 

tor 3 

o or 14 

Total Daily Expeose - R •. 3 7 or 801 
7 days sugar makiog, at rs. 3· 7 daily -

To Balaoce Profit - ,- -

R~"---

--
R.t. arl_ p. 
93 4 0 

"4 1 0 
•• 11 0 

RBC.KIP'TS. 

By 7 pullabs of gool, of 100 
seer. each pullah, or 840 
seers, at 6 seers per rupee 

RuptJU '" .. .. 

-
IW. GU. p. 

140 0 0 

140 0 0 

• The profit on the cultivator makiog bis own sugar, instead of sellillg the cane field, waa only n. u. " ann .. ; bllt 
this was 00 tbe suppositioo tbat Lbe yield ",aa only 7 pullabs, where .. be migbJ bave 10 pulIah., which .. ould give bim 
a profit of .... 7so 6 anoas. 

Chakuo, 15 March ,8'5' W. H. S!lfru. 

645. CAairman.) 
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645. Chairman.] waS this sugar or goor?-Goor; the party who bought Col. w. H. 5/1"'" 
the field supposed that he would get 840 Ibs. of goor. 

646• Sir T. Birch.] The country where this took place is not a sugar export- 16 February 1848• 
ing country ?-No. 

647. On the contrary, they importlnrge quantities of sugar ?-Not for 
internal consumption. Bombay is under the interdict, because it receives 
sugar from the eastward, for the purpose of sending it on ,to the westward, to 
the Persian Gulf, and to Scinde, and the Red Sea; and that is the reason why 
Bombav does not come 'within the same category as Madras and Bengal with 
reference to sending sugar to this country. 

648. Mr.1I1offatt.] Are you aware whethcr they use imported sugar in Surat, 
or whether they grow sugar themselves 1-1 should think they do not import it. 

649. Sir T. Birch.] From the result of your statistical inquiries, do you 
think that, if Bombay were not prohibited from exporting its sugar to this coun
try, it could export it 1-1 do; 1 believe contracts have been entered into with 
individuals who ha\'e grown sugar for the supply of the commissariat, and for 
rum also. 

650. Mr . . Moffatt.] Are you aware what proportion of the cultivatable land 
of India is under sugar cultivation /--1 have not the most remote idea. 

651. You are not aware what proportion, or whether eight-tenths of the 
revenue of India is derived from, the sugar cultivation ?-N ot at all; if you 
were to take the proportion of the principal crops in the pergunnah mentioned 
as a type, it would be one-seventh of one-hunw'edth part ; a minute fraction only_ 

652. Is the tax to which you have alluded, of so many rupees an acre, assess
able upon the cultivated and uncultivated, land, or only upon the land under 
cultivation I-Only upon land under cultivation; it is very much lower if you 
take both together. , 

653- The maximum range is' equivalent to 5s. 6d. an English acre ?-Yes;. 
the average maximum. 

654. And it goes as low as 15 d. ?-Yes. 
655. That is in districts where sugar is cultivated I-In districts where sugar 

could be cultivated. 
656. C/lairman.) Can you inform the Committee whether there is any excise 

duty in India upon rum, and what is the amount of it ?-I do not know; there 
is an abkarry duty upon all spirits, and of course rum must be included in the 
spirits that are sold. 

657. Mr. Wilson.] Have-you been much on the east coast of India 1-Not 
at all. 

658. Not in the Madras Presidency?-No, in western and north-western 
India. 

659. Chairman.] Can you state to the Committee holV the East India Com
pany would make its remittances to this country if it were to lose the export of 
sugar, which is to the extent of 1,600,000 I. or 1,700,000 l. a year 1-1 suppose 
there would be very serious difficulty attending it, but nlvertheless, before this 
amount of sugar was raised, the Court contrived to get its money home. That 
was in the time of the former charter, when the Company were merchants, and 
they used to get it home through the medium of tea. 

660. That mode of sending home remittances has very much diminished?
There are no direct remittances through tea now. 

661. They send opium to China, do they not '?-The Company does not send 
opium to China. It is done in this way: three millions and a half are to be
transferred to England; it cannot be done in bullion, because bullion does not 
grow, therefore it must be through the medium or Commerce. The CompanY' 
is disabled by the Act of Parliament from being traders, they therefore' 
offer to the public in Europe bills upon their several treasuries in India for 
money paid into the treasury here, that is one mode. It depends, of course, 
upon the wants of the individual merchants, with respect to their demands in 
India, whether they will pay money here to receive it in India, or not. The 
other mode is this: that the Company make advances in India upon goods sent 
to England, called hypothecations; either upon sugar or cotton, or condiments~ 
or oil seeds, which are becoming articles of very considerable importancer 
and they take a lien upon the whole of this merchandize for advances 
made by the treasuries in India. Generally in England there has not been 
any difficulty. The bills that have been given have been, paid without the; 

0.3:.!. M Courts 
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Col. W. H. SIITru. Court'. experiencing any difficulty or impediment, and tbere bas bl'en rarely an. 
occasion for seizing the merchandize, 01' selling it. Last year thl're was some 

16 February 1848• difficulty, but not to any extent; and those are the two modes in which the 
money is got bome; it comes also indirectly through China. 

662. I hold in my hand a return made to Parliament, which states that the 
East India Company remitted to this country upon hypothecated goods and 
produce in the year 1846-47, 1,268,6561.; su~ar probably was part of that?
Sugar would be a part of it, hut not necessarily so, because there are a great e 
many other valuable products in India sent to this country. 

663. Does rice, exportl'd to the Mauritius, form a part of tbe produre that 
is so hypothecated ?-No, because the merchandize that is hypothecated must 
come here. 

664. Does not rice go to the Mauritiul! to feed the Bugar cultivators of the 
Mauritius, and does not the sugar so grown by means of Indian rice, come 
home to England ?-That must be a private transaction, I presume; if any
thing of the kind has been done, that is, if money has been advanced upon 
rice hypothecated to the Mauritius, and subsequently hypothecated sugar has 
come to this country, I am not aware of that. 

665. Mr. Wilson.] It is not done by the East India Company 1-No. 
666. Chairman.] But indirectly it is part of the means of remitting the 

money to England ?--I do not see how it can be by hypothecation where there 
is a break in the chain. If an individual obtains money from the govern
ment in Calcutta, it must be upon goods destined to a certain point; now that 
point I have "always understood to be England, and not any intermediate stage. 
We have no agents at the Mauritius to renew the hypothecations from the 
Mauritius to England. Possibly the produce of the sugar may buy bills on 
Calcutta, and their produce may buy rice for M.ailritius, as opium buys tea and 
tea buys bills on Calcutta. 

667. Do you know what the average export of rice from India to the Mauri
tius is 1-1 can state what it was in 1835, and in 1842. It appears here under 
the name of" grain," hut I presume that it must mean erice. In 1834-35 the 
export of grain to the Mauritius was 766,449 bazaar maunds, of the value of 
111,2091., converting the rupees into pounds. In 1841-42 it had risen to 
1,312,232 bazaar maunds, and to the value of 176,9051. 

668. Mr. Wilson.] Are you aware of any arrangement that has been made 
recently by the Court of Directors here for the purpose of damming the water 
so as to give an opportunity of irrigating the Delta of Gadavery? _. No, it has 
not been before me. 

669. It has been before the Court, because instructions have gone out with 
referl'nce to it ?-Throughout the whole of the Madras territory, the bunds and 
dams are very abundant. eThere have been 40,0001. appropriated to damming 
water near Masulipatam lately. . . " 

670. You are not a1are of the capability of that particular part of India for 
growing sugar ?-Not of that particular part, but you can grow sugar in any 
fertile soil capable of being irrigated. 

671. Sir E: Bu.rton.] Are you aware that a large sum of mOlley has been 
lately ordered from India by the East India Company, in bullion ?-Yes; I think 
50 lacs have been ordered from India in bullion. 

672. Can you state to the Committee why bullion is coming now?-it is 
from the difficulty of getting remittances home in any other way. 

673. Are there not goods to bring ?-I do not know whether there are goods 
to bring .or not; but merchants have not asked for money enough in India, and 
have not put money enough into the treasury here; so that as a temporary 
measure it was thought requisite to order home bullion. 

674. Have you heard that merchants are doing the same thing ?-I have 
heard within the last 10 or 12 days, that some individuals are doing the same 
thing; the remittance gives a fraction more than Is. 9 d. per rupee, inclusive of 
all charges, but it is a bad system. 

675. Are you able to state the amount of bullion that the East India 
Company are likely to bring home ?-No; I presume the East India Company 
will have recourse to that measure as little as posSlble. 

676. Sir T. Birch.] The monetary crisis in this country, which renders the 
realization of goods very difficult, has been the cause of that ?-It has. 
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Laurence Hardman, Esq., called in; and Examined. L. Hardman, EIq. 
----

677. Mr. Wilson.] YOU have been for many year!! engaged in the India 16 February 1848. 
trade, and particularly in the sugar manufacture 1-We have been about six 
years interested in the manufacture of· sugar in India; but I and my partner 
togetber have been interested in the East India trade for 20 years. 

678. Will you describe to the Committee what is the title of the firm in; 
India r-William Haworth, HardmaIi '&: Co. 

679. In what part of India are your works ?-At Cossipore" about foul' miles 
to the northward of Calcutta. 

680. You are manufacturers of sugar from the crllde material?-Yes. 
681. Mr. Laboflchere.] Is your house & London house, with agents in India? 

-' It is an Indian house, with a branch house in Liverpool. 
682. In what part of India is that houee established ~-In Calcutta. 
683. Mr. Wilson.] Will you describe to the Committee the nature of the 

business which you carry on at your manufactory in India, state the places 
from which you purchase the material, the manufacture which it undergoes, 
and what you then do with it r-It is only five years since the absolute manu
facturing by us in India commenced. we commenced our manufacture on the 
26th of December 1842. It is not perhaps an easy matter to describe to you 
exactly the. nature of our manufacture; we purchase the raw material, Say 
goor, khaur, and other descI'iptions of sugar, but which may be all eom
prised under the general name of raw sugars, both in Calcutta itself, and at 
out· stations in the sugar·growing Illstricts of India. 

684. Have you agents in those out·stations for your own: purchases ?-We 
have both agents and establishments which purchase fo1' us; our names are 
not known in connexion with those establishments; but the establishments are 
conducted entirely by Clur own servants. 

685. Mr. Labouc/!e1'8.] Do you at all cultivate the sugar·cane on your own 
account ?-Not at all. 

686. Mr. Wilson.] What is.the eost ofth6 raw material of this erude sugar 
which you purchase r-It is very difficult to answer that question, for this 
simple reason; we provide ourselves with every quality of sugar that we can 
obtain, not caring so much for the qUality as for the comparative cheapness. 
The different qualities of sugar that we use cost us sometimes not more than. 
1 rupee 8 annas, or 1 rupee 12 annas per maund; that is, from 48. 1 d. to 48.-9d. 
per cwt., and we also use sugar, for which we give as high a price as ~ rupees 
per maund, or 24 8. 6 d. per ewt. ' 

6157. That is for the cl'ude material1-Yes. 
688. What do you suppose is about the average cost of the raw material 

that you purchase I-It.is impossible tp answer that question. 
689. Is the crude material that you manufacture your sugarJrom entirely 

from cane, 01' from date i-From both deScriptions. ' 
690' Then your sugar is manufactured as much from date as it is from cane;> 

-Not so much; but the increase in date is going on much more rapidly than 
the increase in cane sugar. -

691. The date plant from which the sugar is manufactered is not a cultivated 
plant, it is of indigenous growth ?-It requires very little attention; it is very 
generally produced from seed; it is cultivated in nurseries or gardens, and 
afterwards planted out; it is cultivated to a certain extent from offshoots. 

692. It is cultivated for the purpose of producing sugar I-Yes. 
693. Mr. Labollchere.] Is it cultivated in orchards or in rows i-Lately it 

has been cultivated in rows, but 1 do not know this of my own knowledge,. 
not having seen it; but I have had particular accounts from others. 

694. Mr. Wilsoll.] You have been to India'?-Yes. 
695. But your attention was confined to your own manufacture i-Our 

nlanufactory was not established when I was out in India; our attention, 
when I was in India, was almost exclusively directed to the manufacture of ' 
wheat flour for sizeing purposes, and to rice milling. . 

696. The information you give the Committee with regard to sug~ is 
derived from the correspondence of your own, house ?-' It is. 

697. Your partner, Mr. Haworth, has taken a very active part in this 
manufactory?-A very active one. . 

0·32. M :l 698. YourS 



~4 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFOHE THE 

L. Hardman, Esq. 698. Yours is the largest European sugar manufactory in India, is it not? 
,6 F b 111 8 -:-No; it would very probably have been so in the course of a couple of years 

- e ruary 4· from this time, had not circumstances occurred to stop our progrE'Ss. 
699. Your machinery is of the best kind?-Decidedly, the best that can he 

obtained. 
700. Then in the manufacture of your sugar in India, you belie,e that YOIl 

have all the advantages which capital and machinery could afford you ?-We 
have had, and beyond that we have had other advantages in the ability of our 
manager, such as no other party has. 

701. Can you inform the Committee the distances from which the raw mate
lial has to be brought to your manufactory ?-I cannot; I could show vou the 
places upon the map, but 1 do not know the distances. • 

702. You bring it from great distances ?-We do; from Azimghur and from 
Benares, and in fact from the whole Delta of the Ganges. I may sav a very 
considerable portion we bring from the Jessore districts, which are nearer to 
Calcutta. 

703. Do you know the extreme distance from which the raw materinl is 
brought ?-Azimghur is the farthest distance we ha,e brought our sugar 
from. 

704. That is 600 or 700 miles ?-Yes, I believe it is; but our chief supplies 
have been brought a much less distance than that. 

705. Have you any idea what addition to the cost the expense of carriage 
makes to the raw materinl 1-lt is ,ery various, but I should say that it was 
from six to eight annas per maund; that is, from 11 d. to 16 d. a cwt. in addition 

--to the first cost. 
706. Is the carriage chiefly by the Ganges ?-Yes. 
707. Is there a great risk attending it ?-Yes. 
708. And great dama",ooe ?-Very great. 
709. -What do you pay for insurance r-I cannot answer that question di3-

-tinctly; but I believe we rarely insure, on account of the high rates of premium 
-that have been exacted. 

710. You run yonr own risks ?-Yes, and we-have been fortunate in that 
respect; we have had very few losses. 

711. Have you made any calculation of your losses ,-No, I have not. 
712. Sir E. Buxton.] Is the risk included in the 11 d. or 16 d. per cw!. :

No, it is not. 
_ 713. Mr. Wilson.) What proportion of your manufactured sugar do you 

obtain from the crude sugar ?-That is a large question, which would require a 
very careful answer. If 1 were speaking e,en with practical men, I should not 
be able to answer that without first establishing certain data to go upon; unless 
we have some data to go upon, we are in a maze. 

7) 4. You say you purchase this crude material in Calcutta, as much as upon 
-the spot wher'e it is produced?-We p\1rchase in Calcutta, but not so much as 
-where it is produced. 

71 5. Can you give us the cost in Calcut.ta ?-The same answer will apply 
to this as to a. previous question, for we use articles varying as much in price 
as 600 or 700 per cent. 

716. Do you know the article goor?-Yes, a~d it varies in quality exceed_ 
ingly, and in appearance. 

717. Is there any general quality of goor that you can take for the purpose 
-of an example, to show us what the produce of that goor would be ?-N 0, there 
is not. I can come nearer to the point by referring to samples than by any 
,other way. That is a very superior khaur.-(The Witness produced lite same.} 

718. Did vou not say, the other day, that the raw material to manufacture 
-cost you foUr rupees per maund?-That material cost 3 rupees 12 annas per 
-maund, or lOs. 2 i d. per cwt. 

7 J 9. Is that a sugar that you refine in your manufactory ?-It is. 
720. You now speak of the price at the manufactory1-Yes. 
721. What proportion -of yoUr ordinary sugar would that produce in your 

-,manufactory when it was refined 1-1 cannot answer that question, because we 
make two or three qualities. We cannot make the whole of our sugar of one 
particular quality. In refining sugar we must necessarily produce more than 
nne quality. 

722. Mr. 
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722. ?tIro .Viles.] You produce three qualities ?-'Yes, always as many as 
three; sometimes more. 

723. Mr. WiJ8on.] From a hundred-weight of this, how much sugar would 
you get of the qualities that you make for Europe ?-Probably 60 per cent. of 
the higher qualities at the first boiling, and as much as 10 per cent. beyond 
that would be obtained by other boilings. ' 

724. Mr. ,Miles.] Can you state what proportion of good, bad, and indifferent 
qualities would be obtained ?-No; . it depends upon so many contingencies. 
The slightest accident in the working will cause a very great difference in the 
quality. 

725. Mr. Wil$on.] In manufacturing this raw material, you produce a certaia 
quantity of molasses; what do you do with those molasses 1-A proportion of 
that molasses we reboil and make sugar of; from the better sort we make an 
inferior description of sugar. 

726. Do you include that in the 60 per cent., or is that' additional ?-That is 
additional. 

72j. The remainder you make mto rum ?-NQ; we sell it to the natives, 
who use it fer food, and we ship considerable quantities to this country. 

728. You do not distil it at all 1-No. 
729. Is there any reason whyyoudo notdistilit ?-Yes, a very good reason; 

we devote our attention exclusively to the manufacture of sugar; were we to 
divide our attention by applying ourselves partly to the manufacture of rum 
or the culture of the cane, or the date plant, we should not be able to con-
duct our manufactory as economically as we now do. . 

730. But you sell your molasses to those who do distil it 1-Some portion of 
it, but 1 think not a large portion. 

731. Can you state the price of molasses 1-lt has varied from eight annas 
to t~o rupees a maund, or from I s. 4 d. to 5 s. 5 d. per hundred-weight. 

732. What is the general number of qualities of sugar that you make ?-At 
present weare making four qualities. 

733. What do you call them ?-. A, B, C, D. 
734. When you import these different qualities of sugar into this country 

are they subject to the same rate of duty ?-No, they are not. 
73,,). What different rates of duty are they subject to I-They are subjected 

to different rates at the caprice of the Custom-house officers, in a great 
measure. 

736. Have you any samples that will show the different qualities ?-I have, 
and I wish to show the Committee the effect of the different duties upon the 
different descriptions of sugar produced in India. This, according to the nomen
elature of the Customs officers, is other refined; this is white clayed sugar; and 
this is sugar not equal to white clayed.-(The /Yit"ess produced the three 
samples. '. 

i 37. "That do you call this lowest quality; what is the name in the market 
for that sugar ?-Fine yellow sugar, but it is known genel"ally as Cossipore sugar. 

738. "''hat duty would this sugar be subject to ?-That has paid 14 s. duty. 
739. What would you call the ,next quality?-That particular sample has 

been called by the Customs" white clayed," and has paid 16 s. 4 d. duty . 
. 740. What do you call this !-That has been called by the Customs "other 

refined," and has paid 18 s. 8d. duty. 
741. Will you state what is the market price of the yellow sugar?-I will 

state the price in the latter end of September, when these sugars were sold; 
they were all sold on the same day; this yellow sugar was sold at 51 s. per 
cwt. duty paid. 

742. Netting, without the duty, how much i-Thirty seven shillings. 
743· "''hat was the price of the white clayed sugar ?--Fifty three shillings 

and sixpence. 
744. Taking the duty off, what would it be ?-Thirty seven shillings and 

twopence. 
745. What was the price of the other sugar, called" other refined "?

It sold at 568., without the duty it was 3i s. 4 d.; but if you take the commis
sion, and discoun~ we give upon them, instead of there being the difference 
which there appears to be in the net price to the producer between the fine 
and the third quality of 4 d., there will be a difference of a little less than 2 do 
actually. The classification of duties is such that for that low sugar we obtain. 

0.32• !of 3 as 
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L. Hardman, Esq. as high a price within 2 d. per cwt. as we obtain for the finest description of 
sugar. '. 

116 February 1848. 746. That is because you pay a larger brokerage upon the supelior descrip-
tion of sugar r-We pay the same per centage upon the price. 

747. As an importer of the three qualities of sugar. after paying all the 
costs in connexion with the importation, irrespective. of the duty, you receive 
only 2 d. per cwt. more for the finest than for the lowest 1-Exactly. 

748. In your manufactory in India, are these three qualities of sugar made 
from the same raw material ?-Theyare. 

749. Does the finest merely uudergo a further process of refining ?-No 
further process of refining, simply a further process of draining. 

750. But it is a higher manufacture ?-Simply a syrup of sugar, and water 
is placed upon it, which percolates through the mass of sugar and carries away 
the colouring material. 

75 J. Then in fact you can manufacture this white sugar at very little 
additional cost to the yellow sugar ?-Certainly. 

752. Then what deters you from making the whole of your sugar into the 
finer quality?-The classification of duties, and the uncertainty that we are 
always ~n of the duties that we shall have to pay. 

753· And therefore the classification of duties, in fact, operates practically 
as an impediment to the improvement of your manufacture 1'-lt has operated 
to our absolute ruin. • 

754· Have you felt great inconvenience attached to the importation of these 
sugars, from the uncertainty of the opinion of the Customs officers, when they 
arrive here ?-One that language cannot describe. 

755. Will you state any particular cases in which you have been subjected 
to material inconvenience and delay in consequence of disputes with the 
Custom-house officers ?-They are numberless. 

756. Does it occur upon every importation 1-Almost every one. 
757. If a difference of opinion arises between you and the Custom-house 

officer, as regards the classification of sugar, what means have you of deter
mining the amount of duty that the sugar ought to payr-We refer it to the 
higher officers of Customs, and from them we have referred to different autho
rities; we have referred to the Treasury, to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
and to others. 

758. And that causes great delay ?-Very great delay and loss. 
759. Have you ever sulfered any severe losses in selling yOUJI sugars in con

Bllquence.ofthe delay, by a falling market ?-Very great losses. 
760. With regard to the classification of duties, should you say, as a manu

facturer, that it has proved a serious impediment to the progress of the trade 
in India ?-Decidedly it has. 

761. Have you thought.'of any remedy for that ?-Certainly I have. 
76z. Can you suggest to the Committee any alteration in the law which 

would remedy this defect ?-l can only suggest what 1 have suggested to 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer in person, which is, tha't 8UOAB SHOULD 
Bill SUGAR. ' 

763. That i'S, that you should have a uniform duty upon aIlsugarr-Yea. 
764. Supposing we had an uniform duty upon all sugars, what would be the 

effect of that law upon the quantities imported 1-lt would naturally tend to 
the production of a very improved quality of-sugar. 

765. Would it not give to the British manufacturer in British colonies an 
advantage in contrast with the Java manufacturer, which he has not at pre
sent ?-Certainly not; the Java producer has the same means of producing his 
sugar as the colonial producer has. 

766. Supposing we had a uniform duty upon all sugars, should you propose 
that that uniform duty should extend to refined sugar ?-Yes. 

767. That it should apply to all sugars ?-Yes. 
768. Mr. Labouchel'e.l You mean that the coarsest muscovado sugar should 

pay precisely the same duty as the finest refined sugar ?-Distinctly so. 
769. Mr. Wilson.] Supposing that were the case,. is it your opinion that it 

would caulle the coarsest muscovado sugars to be refined in' the colonies to a 
higher state than they are now ?-No; you could bot refine them much higher 
than they are now. . 

770. Would 
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770 • Would the coarsest muscovado come home in a finer state from the r.. HanLIuJ., E.~ 
colonies if the same duty were charged upon all sugars ?-Undoubtedly. 

77 1• Are you of opinion that it would lead extensively to the refining of 16 February .848 

sugar in the colonies, if there was, a uniform duty 1-1 am not prepared to 
answer that question. • 

772. Supposing we had a uniform duty of 148. acwt., the practical opera
tion of that would be, if we were to allow all to come in at that duty, a reduc
tion of the sugar duties as regards the revenue ?-That is not a question that I 

. can answer; I am a practical man, not a theorist. 
773. What proportion of refined sugar will a hundred-weight of muscovado 

sugar make i-I must first know what muscovado means. 
774. The ordinary quality of muscovado that is refined here; what is the 

allowance made by the Custom-house ?-I do not know what is meant by mus.
covado sugar unless I have a sample of it before me; no practical man can tell 
me what is meant by the term muscovado sugar. 

775. If a re6ner takes a quantity of sugar into his refinery, what quantity of 
refined sugar is considered equivalent to that llUgar which he SI) takes in ?-It 
depends upon the quality. . 

776. Is there not a fixed quantity by law?-No; from the sugar which I 
hold in my hand, which is raw sugar, very probably 80 per cent. of fine sugar 
would be obtained; and this is East India sugar.· 

777. Of course, if you are allowed to import refined sugar at the same duty 
as common muscol'ado sugar, the English refiner would labour under a great 
disadvantage in his manufacture as compared 'with you in India, he having to, 
pay the same duty upon his crude material 1-1 cannot admit that. 

778. But if tbe British refiner pays) 48. a cwt. upon muscovado raw sugar, 
which yields only 80 per cent. of refined sugar, surely he pays 14 8. upon 
801bs., where you pay Ih. upon 1121bs. 1-But he brings his sugar into the 
market in a better state. You must take the matter as a whole. . 

7i9. But would he not pay in the first instance actually a higher duty?
He would pay a higher duty, certainly, upon a hundred-weight of sugar that 
went into consumption, but then he would have compensation for it. 

780. Will you state what the compensation would be I-That I cannot state 
off hand; it would be difficult to answer it. 

781. Mr. Labouchere.] Of what nature would -the compensation be ?-The 
refiner in this country selects his sugars from the sugars produced in all parts 
of the world: he has a greater variety of sugars to select from at all times 
than anyone colonial refiner ean possibly have; He can choose those 
sugars which are most applicable for the preparation of such sugars as at the 
moment there is most demand for, and which he is requiring to sell; he 
prepares his sugars for a particular market, for the market of the moment, 
and he sells them as 600n as they are produced: But again, he sells Ii very 
great proportion of sugars that he relines in a damp, moist state, containing 
a very great quantity of water; this water he sells of course at the same price 
as he sells the saccharine salt. 

782. Mr. Wilson.] Does he sell the crushed at the same price as he sells 
refined sugar at 1-Very nearly; and he is enabled to make the sugar more 
pleasing to the eye, for which he has a better demand than for any sugars 
produced in the colonies, which must alter in their appearance from the time 
(If shipment to the time of arrival here; they are not so desirable in appear .. 
&nce. If you took clear syrup and moistened sugar with it, you would much 
improve the appearance. 

78$. Your opinion is that refined sugar would be deteriorated on its passage 
from the colonies to the English market ?-In the market it would be dete
riorated. 

784. The price of it would be deteriorated ?-Yes. 
78,S. Are you aware that at present there are certain sugar refineries in 

bond in this country ?-Yes. . -
78t!. Supposing the whole of the sugar refiners in this country were allowed 

to manufacture their sugar in bond, and to export it or import it, paying a 
common duty, do you think that that would remedy the inconvenience from 
which you now suffer I-It would be giving a very great boon to the home 
refiner. 

787. In what respect would it be giving them a boon?-Because he has 
o·3~· III 4 adg.ntageli 
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.L. HartlRllm, Esq. advantages over the colonial producer, such as I bE'fore alluded to. He can 
always prepare his sugars for the immediate market, and hring thE'm iuto 

.6 l'ebr'1ary 1848• consumption in a better state than any colonial producer can possibly do. It 
would not be fair upon the colonial producer to allow the home refiner to 
refine his suga .... s in this country, paying upon the English refined sugar the 
same duties as are paid by the colonial producer upon import. 

788. If the colonial producer had the choice of sending his sugar to this 
market in any lltage that appeared best for him, he would have the advantage, 
would he not, of the refiner's demand ?-No, certainly he would 1I0t. 

789. But supposing that those three qualities of'sugar, or any qualities of 
sugar that you bring now that are subject to those classification duties, were 
tiold in bond to the refiner, he would give a relative price for each quality.?
A refiner would not buy any of those sug'llrs. 

790. Those are too valuable for grocery purposes for the refiner to take r
No persons who have be~n connected with the business of sugar makers in the 
eolonies would ever send sugar here for the purpose of its being re·refined in 
this country. 

791. You ship it in the state in which it is fit for the consumE'rr-Cer
tainly. 

792. Supposing you were to refine your sugars in bond in this country, and 
did not give the home refiner the sa1Jle advantage as the foreign refiner would 
have, have you considered what the con$eqnences, as regards his competition 
with the Continent, would be; if we had a common duty upon all sugars, YOll 

would have the same duty upon the refined sugar from India as they would 
have from Holland ?-I cannot imagine how that would be. 

793. It is the fact now; .here is the same duty upon sugar produced in 
Belgium, and refined there, as there is upon sugar refined in the tropics ?
But there are not the.same duties upon sugar refined in Belgium as upon sugar 
refined in England. 

794. Precisely the same: there is at present a differential duty against 
foreign sugar, but the descending scale in 181H, to which we must look for
ward,brings them to an equality, and therefore we must consider the state of 
the law to be, that there is no protection ?-But there is protection at the pre
sent time. 

795~ But assuming that 1851 had arrived, and that the equalization had 
taken place, the sugars refined in Belgium, of Belgian growth, and in Holland, 
vf Dutch manufacture under the treaty, would come under the same duty as 
sugar from India or refined sugar here, how would the British refiner be 
situated in compp-tition with them ?-The British refiner would be in a much 
better situation than the colonial, but he would not be in 80 good a situation 
as the continental refiner. 

796. Mr. Labouchere.] The effect of your proposition would be to place the 
same amount of duty upon the lowest qualities of sugar that the poorer classes 
in this country consume, as upon the higher qualities of sugar ?-That would 
be the immediate effect, but not the ultimate one I think. 

797. Why not the ultimate effect ?-Because if you allowed the importation 
of good sugarS; at the same duties as the low sugars, you would advance the 
conmImption of the better qualities of sugar very considerably. At present, in 
consequence of the eilect of the classification of duties, the price of the higher 
qualities of sugar is entirely dependent upon the English refiner; but I have 
shown the Committee that we can produce those finer dp-scriptions of sugar at 
.8 very small difference of cost, as compared with the lower qualities, and a taste 
would very quickly spring up for the better descriptions of sugar, in preference 
to the lower sort in this country, and the consumption would greatly increase 
upon the better descriptions; it would not altogether go out upon the low quali· 
ties, because !lome parties have a preference for the low qualities at all times. 

i98. Mr. Wilson.] The effect would be, that the great bulk of the sugars 
would come in better qualities ?-Yes, they would under favourable circum· 
stances. 

799. By an arrangement of this kind, the particular complaint that you make 
with regard to the classification of those particular duties would be entirely got 
rid of. Supposing you were allowed as a manufacturer to introduce all those 
qualities of sugar at the same rate of duty, the practical complaint that you 
~e against the law would be got rid of?-It would. 

800. As 
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800. As far as you are concerned as a manufacturer,. the equalization of the, L. l{ord!nan. l>sq. 
duty upon all sugars would get rid, of the evil under which you labour in that . , ~= 
respect 1-It would. .16 F.~~u •. ~y, 18+8. 

801. Mr. Lahnucilere.) You are aware that in the year 1851. as the law now 
stands, there will be no protection given to the sugar produced in India, or the 
sugar produced in foreign countries ?-Certainly. ' , 

802. Do you conceive that your trade will be seriously interfered with by 
that absence of protection ?-Very sllI;iously indeed. 

, !l03. What do you conceive its effect will be ?-The effect will be to prevent 
the cultivation of all land for sugar, by Europeans in India. 

804. !\fr. lVilson.] There is a very small portion of land at present that is 
cultivated with the cane (-Yes; I believe it i~ small, but it is gradually 
increasing, and rapidly increasing. 

805. In any particular district ?-Chiefly in Jessore and Tirhoot. 
806. Are you aware whether the Tirhoot grown sugar has answered hitherto? 

-' I do not suppose it has; I do not think that there has been time for culti-
vation under European management to develope itself. . 

8oi. Mr. Labouchere.] Have you taken measures to contract your establish
ment, in the prospect of the equalization of the duties in 1851 ?-Government 
bave contracted us; we cannot be contracted any further; we shall not be 
able to ('ontinue our manufactory in consequence of the classification of duties; 
that would pre"ent us from carrying on the business; the late changes have 
been ~uch. as I said before, as absolutely to ruin us. . 

80S. Supposing the operation of the classification of duties was removed, do' 
you conceh'e that the assimilation of all duties would be fatal to the successful 
conduct. of your business in India ?-Not of our particular business; I be
lieve it would put a stop to cultivation by Europeans in India. 

80g. Sir T. Birch.) You are not engaged in the growth of canes, are you? 
-No; but I have tile means of knowing that that would be the case. 

810. Will you tell the Committee your reasons for saying so ?-It takes 
a long time to alter the habits and customs of any people, but that is particu
larly the case with a people, such as the people of India, in whom there has 
been scarcely any change for thousands of years; you cannot prevail npon 
a native of India to change his habits, or to change his' modes of going about 
,any description of work at once; time is a necessary ingredient in it. It was 
only in the year 1836 that the Legislature placed East India sugars upon the 
same terms as those of other British possessions; and it was only in 1837 that 
the East India Company, by the repeal of the transit duties, still further 
.increased the facilities of making sugar in India; it was only the.n that Euro
peans had an opportunity of commencing the manufacture there.. Had tlley 
had the same land, the same climate, and the same cane to proceed with in the 
.West Indies as they have in the East, up to the present time,European planters 
could not have successfully competed with any other sugar-producing country. 
Having had to contend with the customs of the natives of India themselves, it 
is totally impossible that tlley can compete upon the same terms. If we take 
the sugars which are produced by the natives themselves in their crude state, 
badly cultivated, and badly prepared, we may make sugars to c;ompete.witp. 
sugars from any part of the world. But in what sort of' condition do we leave 
the natives of India; are we improving their condition? certainly not; but we 
are leaving them in a worse condition than that of the most cruelly,used slave 
of Cuba or the Brazils. . 

811. What do you mean by "leaving them in a worse state than the most 
cruelly used slave of Cuba and Brazils" 1-1 refer to their state of degradation, 
both moral and physical. 

81~. Mr. lI'ilsOfl.] In your. opinion, native-grown sugar is cheaper than 
European-grown sugar ?- Up to the present time it is so, and it will necessarily 
be so for some time to come. Eventually, I believe, the European grower would 
produce his sugar cheaper than the native. 

81 3. Sir T. Birch.] You believe. the price of sugar grown by the native 
~ould be so low that he could hardly subsist 1-.. Certainly; he has a mere sub-
slstence now. " 

81 4. Mr. Labouchere.] Do you see any reason why Europea!l culti~tion of 
BUgar in the East Indies,should. not successfully comp~tewith that of Java or 

o·3:l· N . ant 
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L. H ........... Eoq. Bny other country in the same hemisphere ?-Eventually it may do so, but not 
at the present time. . 

It; Fe1muuy 1848. 815. Why not 1-For the reasons before stated, and because of the diffi-
culties which are always to be contended with in every new undertaking. 

816. Do the difficulties which you have stated to arise in consequence of the 
present mode of classifying sugars adopted by the Custom-house in this 
country emb&!T8SS the importation of Java sugars as much as the importation 
of Indian sugars 1-1 am not prepared to say. I should scarcely think that they 
did; but I do not speak with much knowledge of that. 

817. Mr . . Miles.] When.do you state that you set up your machinery ?-On 
the 26th of December IS42 we commenced our first boiling. 

818. And you have been going on ever since I-Yes. • 
819. The classificatiQn of the duties was established in IS44, was not it l

eo From the 10th of November IS44 to the 5th of July IS45, the following are 
declared to be the duties on the importation of sugar." . 

820. You state that the classification duties are ruining you; why have you 
been going on manufacturing your sugar ever since that period, when those 
duties were in operation then (-The classification duties did not come into 
operation till the 24th of April lS45. 
. 821. You have had now two y,ears with this matter before your mind, why 
have you gone on manufacturing ?-I am glad 1 have been asked that ques
tion, inasmuch as it ·gives me an opportunity of entering into the subject 
better than I could have done in any other way. by relating the circumstances 
which have occurred to us. The Act came into operation the 24th of April 
lS45. Immediately it came. into operation I obtained samples of sugars of our 
own manufacture, which had been admitted by the different customs' officers of 
London, Liverpool, and Newcastle-upon-Tyoe, at the several duties of ISs. S d., 
168. 4 d., and 148. Determined to do all we possibly could to meet the law, 
we sent out those samples to our manager in India, with a request that he 
woulil keep his manufacture distinctly under those several qualities. Before 
the samples arrived in India, the customs officers appointed to carry out the 
provisions of the Act changed their appreciation of the sugars that were placed 
before them, and sugars which, up to the passing of the Act, had always been 
considered as raw sugars, and had been admitted as such, and which for two 
or three months afterwards were admitted at 148. duty, began to be charged 
16 s, 4 d. duty, and month by month they changed their appreciation of those 
sugars. 

822. Mr. Moffatt.] Do you mean that they changed the standard i-Yes, 
they changed the standard in their own mind, I presume. There is, in fact, 
no standard. It is a matter of opinion. We sent distinct instructions to our 
managers to bring the sugars under those qualities. That was not an easy 
task for our friend who was. managing on the other side; for in order to carry 
on our manufacture in a proper and economical manner, we have to prepare 
for that manufacture a year beforehand. We had sent up· our servants into the 
interior to purchase sugar for manufacture, and having the very bp.st machinery 
which could be obtained, we were purposing to make the very best description 
of sugar that tlte machinery could produce. The raw material which we had 
obtained was not of that description which we should have purchased had we 
known we should only have been permitted to bring sugars in of a certain 
lower quality. Our recommendations to our friends were, however, strictly 
attended to, and the' sugars were sent forward lower in quality than the 
samples which had been admitted at the respective duties of 148. and 16s. 4d., 
but. when those sugars arrived, they were very often charged the higher duties 
of 168. 4d. and ISs. Sd. It mattered not however much we expostulated with 
the Government on the subject, we obtained no redress. We were told that 
the customs officers were the parties appointed to carry out the" provisions of 
the Act, and that they only were the parties who were responsible. \Ve know 
it is not a pleasant thing to have to fight against the servants of the Govern
ment. Our attempts to comply with the regulations of the Government were 
productive to us, in the first six months of our trial, of a loss of about 6,000 l., 
as nwly as we could ascertain. 

823. Mr. Wilson.] Your attempts to comply, you say?-Yes. 
824. Do you refer to your mode of manufacture in India 1-Yes, from the 

lower quality of sugar absolutely costing us 8 higher price than the finer 
qualities 
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qualities of sugar had previously done, our preparations having been made to 1:.. Hud • E"I. 
produce a fine quality of sugar, and not a low one. • 

825. Mr. Milea.) If the case. b\l as you rep~s~nt, do you intend to go ·on 16 Pebruary r148· 
with tlie manufacture of sugar lD the East Indies <-I do not suppose we can 
go on at all; I do not think. it is possible. . 

826. Supposing the Government were to remove these classification duties. 
and that all protection were to be taken away, looking to your power of competi
tion with foreign sugar, do you anticipate that you could successfully carryon 
your manufacture in India ?-I do nof think we ourselves could now, because 
we have not the capital. 

827. Do you think it is possible for anyone to manufacture sugar to ad
vantage there ?-I think you will not Dave it done at present. I do not think 
any parties could successfully compete at the present time. 

828. When you found this out about the alteration in the standard or in the 
Custom-house appreciation of sugars, why did you go on making any of this 
fine sugar at all I-We had made our preparation for it the year beforehand. 

829. That was in 1845; this is the year 1848; you had plenty of time to 
. write out to India to stop the preparation of your sugar 1-1 did not state that 
we were doing badly in making our sugar after that.W ~ were making a very 
considerable profit. 

830. You went to a great expense to make refined sugar, and you only got 
the advantage in this market of 2 d.; why did not you keep all your sugar at 
the lower quality, so as to have only to pay the lower duty?-We could not 
suspect that the Government would act so crueny and so absurdly as to pre- . 
serve those classification duties; we could not think it possible that any men 
could be so inhumane, knowing how oppressive their operation was. 

831. You know the common brown West India sugar?-I know it wen. 
832. Do you know what quantity of saccharine matter that usually con

tainsl-No. 
833. You can judge, probably 1- I cannot judge with certainty what quantity 

8 certain description of sugar may contain, for no man can tell the quantity or 
saccharine matter in any article. 

834' Cannot you arrive at some approximation to the quantity 17' Yes, 
we may. . 

835. Is there a great difference in the quantity of saccharine matter con
tained in a hundredweight of common brown muscovado sugar and a hundred
weight of the refined sugar, a sample of which you have put upon this table?
Of course, this sample of sugar is nearly all pure saccharine salt. 

836. Do you think that the one sugar, containing very little sacchariDe 
matter in proportion to the other, it should come in at the same duty as that 
which is nearly all saccharine 1-1 do. Another thing I will beg to state as to· 
what we were compelled, or thought ourselves compelled to do, in order to 
meet the requirements of the Government. Having made a very consider
able quantity of finest quality of sugars, and finding that by importing them 
in that state we should be fined 48_ ad. per cwt. for so doing, and should 
not get more than 28. per cwt. above what we should have obtained for a 
lower article, had we been producing it, we took the plan of spoiling our sugars 
by mixing them with coloured syrups, and yet when those discoloured sugars 
arrived here a great portion of them were absolutely charged with refined sugar 
duties. 

837. Yeu stated just now that you had suffered great loss by letting sugars 
remain some time before they were sold, while applications were made to the 
authorities in England in consequence of a fall in the market; bas the reverse 
of that never taken place I-It has never taken place, simply for this reason, 
that the markets have been constantly falling. 

838. You. stated that the crushed lump sold at nearly the same price as the 
refined goods '-Yes. . 

8:l9. What is the price of Crushed lump now, as compared with refined 
goods 1-1 rather think the· price of standard loaves is 55 s. 

840. Does not that make a considerable difference to the crushed lump?
Not any great dift'erence; that is (riferring to /I IImnple on the table) crushed 
lump in reality; the present value of that is 53s. 6d. I beg to place before 
the Committee a specimen of some sugar that was spoiled in India, simply 
by having molasse~ or syrup mixed along with it. we made that with the 

0.3~. N :l • intention 
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L:Hardman. Esq. intention of being admitted here at 14,. duty, but on its arrival we were charged· 
-_.-,- 168. 4 d. duty; 1 believe that is lower in colour than the standard with which 

16 February'1848. it was compared. (Tile IFitness exhibited the,sugar to the Committee.) 
841. Is it lower in saccharine matter 1-1 cannot tell. 
842. Do you think it is ?-I think it is probable that the standard is superior 

in saccharine matter. 
843. Mr. Labouchere.] When you use the word" spoiled," you mean simply 

deteriorated in colour, but not in point of sacchariue matter r- Certainly, if 
I put water and impurity with the sugar, I must deteriorate it in saccharine 
matter. I am quite prepared to say that that is distinctly lower than the 
standard with which it had been compared, and yet the customs' officers put the' 
higher duty upon it, notwithstanding the remonstrances that I made upon it. 

844. Mr. Wilson.] The Act of Parliament states three things whereby the 
classification shall be determined; the first is colour, the second granulation, 
and the third saccharine matter. As a practical manufacturer, and as a mer
chant dealing in sugars, is there, to your knowledge. any possible mode of 
discovering either one or the other of those, excepting, perhaps, by the eye, 
the colour ?-There is no such mode, and even the test by the eye is deceptive, 
for I have taken sugar, in the presence of an honourable Member of this Com
mittee, before a surveyor in this port, and the surveyor has not been able to 
tell me which was the whiter in colour and which was the darker, and some
times he has stated one, and sometimes :the other, in accordance with the 
shade in which I have held them in my hand. ' 

845. Mr. Moffatt.] And yet there is a differential duty charged' upon this 
sample ?-Yes. 

846. Mr. Wilson.1 Then you really might have a different duty charged 
upon the same sugar on a dull day or a bright day?-Not only so, but they 
will charge a higher duty upon a lower quality than upon a higher quality of 
sugar, part ofthe fiame parcel; they will charge the high duty sometimes upon 
·the lower colour, and the low duty upon the higher colour. . 

847. Have you ever known different duties charged upon the same identical 
parcel of sugar, at different times ?-I will show that that is the case. Here is 
a sample of 322 bags of sugar, ex ., Tudor," from Calcutta (produting the 
same) ; it is part of 660 bags. That was detained for 16s. 4 d., on the 13th of 
July 1846;: it is worse in colour than the rest of the parcel, which was admitted 
at 14 s. . 

848. ,Were those two sugars presented to the Custom-house officers at the 
same time, or at different times ?-At the same moment. 

849. To the same Custom-house officers ?-To the same Custom-house 
officers. The two .samples now in the hand of the honourable Member were 
presented at the same time .to the same officer; they have been also presented 
to one of the highest members of Her Majesty's Government. I was told by 
that individual, high in Her Majesty's Government, that he was not a judge 
of sugars, and he would give no opinion upon the subject. 

850. It is so evi~ent, that the low-duty sugar is the lighter colour here, that 
one is ready to·suppose that the Custom· house officer. had some other reason 
for charging a higher duty; did he pretend that the granulation was better, or 
that the saccharine matter was greater I-He gave no reason. 

851. Do you remember that when this classification of sugars was fixed, there 
was a standard agreed on and fixed by the Government, a sample standard?
I do. 

852. Was that adhered to ?-No; 1 know a good deal about that standard. 
853. Will you inform the Committee what you know about it ?-That 

standard consisted of 15 bags of Java sugar. I was told by one of the sur
veyors of the Customs that with respect to that standard sample pf Java sugar, 
if you took a IJortion from each of the 15 different bags, you migbt get 15 dif
ferent qualities; and that from the same bag you might get two or three. I 
am quite prepared to say that the whole of that sample is in such a state of 
impurity, that, according to the state of the atmosphere, it will present upon 
the scale of the saccharometer by which it is tested a difference of five per 
cent. at different times. . 

8.54. Mr. Miles.] Do you think it is impossible to arrive at a certain quality 
of sugar, whiCh may' be a much surer test than the one you have mentioned? 

• -Distinctly 
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---Distinctly impossible; you can have no standard but that "sugar shall be L. Hard,nan. Esq. 
sugar." 

855. Do you mean to say that your own sugar, for instance, would vary so 16 Febrllary 18i8. 
mucb, as that 15 bags should have four or five sorts in each bag ?-It would 
not vary so much as that, but it would vary. These sugars are taken from the 
same bulk when they are shipped, and the Committee see how differently they 
arrive here; though if you test them by the saccharometer, I do not think you 
will find any variation. f • ' • 

856. Mr. WilBon.} Do you suppose this difference in the colour arises from 
any accident in the course of the passage ?-Possibly one ofthem may have got 
a little more heated than another in the ship's hold; any sugar that becomes 
strongly heated would be discoloured. There might be a greater degree of 
ventilation over the bag which is lighter in colour than over the other. 

857. Then, in fact, these two sugars when shipped from Calcutta were iden
tically the same ?-Identically. 

858. But on arriving here t.he whiter sugar was charged the low duty, and 
the darker sugar the high duty?-Yes. 

859. And that by the same Custom-house officer at the same time?--Yes. 
860. Mr . . Miles.J How do you know that these were of the same quality 

when they were shipped from Calcutta ?-Because we never make a shipment 
of sugar without the whole shipment of that portion of it which is sent for
ward under the same mark being placed upon the Roor together, shovelled 
together, and mixed together so that it may be' equal in quality throughout, 
and great care is taken that it is throughout, from one end to the other, of the 
same quality. ' 
, 861. Mr. Wilson.] Thatis what you call bulking it ?-Yes. 

'862. Mr. Miles.] How long is it after it has come from the pans, or what
ever your process is ?-Sometimes it may be 15, 20, or 30 days, or it may be 
,more than that. 

863. After it has'undergone the last drying process ?-We have no process 
of drying but the natural drying by the heat of the climate; we have no stoves. -

864. From the manufactory it is packed, I suppose, in bulk 1-Yes., 
86.i.And taken down in those bags to the wharf?-Yes. 
866. Does it usually lie there at all at the vessel's side ?-No. 
867. Is it put directly from the manufactory into the ship's hold 1-Yes. 

Our works are four miles from Calcutta; but for all the practical purposes of 
shipping, are as well situated as if we were at Calcutta itself, for we can ship 
in one tide. If we send a boat off from our works, it arrives in Calcutta in 
one tide. . 

868. The sugars go by boat ?-They do. 
869. Are they covered over ?-They are in covered hoats. 
870. Mr. Wilson.] If they received damage on the water, that would be 

shown by their being damp 1-Distinctly so. 
871. Mr. Hope.] You stated that 'the prices of these sugars were 51s., 

53s. 6d., and 56s. ?-Yes. ' , 
872 • Are you ablEl to state the cost price at Calcutta of those different classe~ 

of sugar ?-It is impossible to state the exact cost of each particular quality of 
sugar, the several qualities being all produced from the same raw material. 

8i3· You stated that you could not give the cost of the goor, but cannot 
you tell what the several sugars cost' you before you shipped them ?-That is, 
impossible, from the nature of the manufacture. 

874. Can you inform the Committee what the cost of shipment was, taking 
the freight, and insurance, and charges ?-I cannot tell that distinctly of those 
parcels, because there is no mark of the ship upon them. 

875· Can you tell the Committee what was the market price of these sugars 
at Calcutta ?-The mere value of the sugar, independently of anything else,is 
35s. od. per cwt. . . 

876. That is for Class A. ?-Yes. We could have sold it at 35s. 5d. at the 
time it was shipped. For Class B. we could have obtained 31s. 4d. per cwt., 
for C. 24,. 6d. per cwt. Those prices we could readily have obtained at the 
time of shipment. 

877· So that the net produce of those qualities of sugar, paying you your 
profit and paying the freight, was 24 s. 6 d. for Class C., which fetched 37 s. in 
Liverpool r-Yes; the freight was something about 81. or 91. , : 
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S78. B .. which fetched 378. in Liverpool, would ~ve brought 318 ... d. in 
Calcutta r-Yes. . 

879. A. brought 378. 4 d. in Liverpool, and would have brought 3a8. at Cal
cutta 1-Yes, without the package. 

880. When those three qualities of sugar a.-ive at Liverpool, what is done 
'with them; you say tha.t SUl!;llr is not refined in this country iL-No; it is takt'u 
into consumption immediately. 

881. You stated. in answer to a former question, tha.t this sugar contained 
a greater degree of saccharine matter than muscovado suglll' r-Nu doubt of it. 

882. Is not the result of that that a duty uf 14 8. paid on mU8covado is a 
much- higher duty than a duty of 148. paid upon your sugar?-Not prac
ticall. 

88~. When muscovado sugar comes here, it is not takQP into immediate con,. 
sumption, is it ?-A great proportion is. 

884. A large proportion is refined. is not it ?-Some proportion is refined. 
885. Your sugar is not refined?-No. 
886. Is not the result, that upon sugar that is not refined 148. is a far higher 

duty than it is upon sugar which is actually refined already, and may be taken 
into consumption immediately?-It is a higher duty ad valorem. 

887. In proportion to the cost ?-Certainly. 
888. Under those circumstances West Indian sugar has been in a worse 

position hitherto, as regards the duty, than East India", sugar ?-I can say dis,.. 
tinctly that it lJas not been so. We have never been able to carry out lilA 
valorem duties in this kingdom. , 

889. You have stated that the withdrawal of protection will stop the 
European manufacture of sugar in India ?-The European cultivation, I stated, 
would entirely cease. " 

890. To what degree would that diminish the export of sugar from India?
I can form no calculation as to that. It is a matter which cannot be reduced 
to a calculation, but there is no doubt whatever that the falling off in the export 
must be very great inde~d. 

891. You are not able to form any conjecture as to the proportion r-No; 
nor do I think anyone can; it is not a thing that can be reduced to calcu
lation. 

8g2. Sir T. Birch.] One of thO$\! parcels of sugar sold for 51 s. you say, 
the duty being 14 s. ?-Yes. _ 

8g3. One parcel sold for 56 s., the duty being 18s. 8 tl. ?-Yes. 
8g4. Therefore the difference was rather more than the difference of duty? 

-The difference between those parcels was only 2 d. 
895. There is an intermediate process, of course, between those two samples 1 

-Simply that of syruping, which I -have spoken of. 
8g6. Is there any loss-of weight and bulk ?-There is a loss of weight and 

bulk,but that may be principally recovered again by the sugar bdng reboiled. 
897. What is expelled from that,' may still therefore be turned to account 1 

-Ye3 ; we should not have expended that amount of capital, for the purpose of 
producing the finest class of sugars, had we been only intending to produce 
those lower o'nes which can be made by a different prolless. 

8g8'. Mr. 1I1offatt.] Are you aware what proportion of the sugar exported 
from the East Indies to. this country is cultivated by Europeans;, is it a large 
or a small proportioll ?-l should think that up to the present time, the amount 
cannot have exceeded 20,000 tons per annum, which is cultivated by Europeans a 
I should not think it had. even reached to that extent. 

8g9. The present export from India being how much ?-Last year it was 
62,000 tons. 

goo. You .think ,about one-third of that was cultivated by Europeans /
I think so. 

gol. Are you aware whether there has been any material difference in the 
price of the crude articlej from which you make your sugar, within the last 
few yt'ars ?-Very material indeed. 

902. Will you state the extreme variation ?-That is a very difficult question 
to . answer. 

903. What has been the lowest price within your recollection, and what the 
highest price 1-1 think, in the article of goor, I have' known iluctuations to 
the extent of above. 200 per cent. 
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904. Has that article maintained a higher price in the last year or two than L. HardrIIaa, Eaq. 
when your experience on the subject first commenced ?-A considerably higher 
price.. 16 February 184-8• 

90 5. The rateoflabour remains pretty much as it was ?-Prettymuch the same. 
906. Is the rate of labour as l'Ow in India as in any other part of the world, 

as far a9 your experience goes 1-1 should think generally it was; the labour 
we make use of is not particularly low. 

907. The labour employed in producing the raw material is low ?-It-is low. 
908. Do you see any reason to doubt that India, with its cheap produce, and 

its low rates of labour, is able to compete' with other sugar-producing coun
tries I-Yes; I think there are very great reasons to doubt it. 

909. Your impression is that it cannot so compete (-1 think it will not do 
so; I think sugar can ·be produced in India by the natives as low as it can in 
any part of the world, but they will be continued in a state of very great degra
dation; I have always stated that that is my opinion. 

910. Mr. Miles.] What sort ()f sugar do you mean I-Any sugar; 1 will say 
that such sugar as that of which I have exhibited samples can be produced; 
but it can only be done by Europeans refining the raw material which has 
been produced by the natives. . . 

91 J. Sir To Birch.] By carrying on the trade in that way, you think it may 
be carried on beneficially i-I think it may be rendered beneficial to the 
manufacturer, but certainly not to the native producer. . 

912. Cllairman., Do you think that if the price of the goor should fall below. 
what it is now at C'alcutta, the native producers would continue to produce sugar 
for the sake of selling it to Europeans ?-Not to so large an extent, certainly. 

913. Do you think the European refiner could first purchase his sugar and 
then refine it, and sell it to a profit, at a less price than the present price at· 
Calcutta ?-At the price at which the raw material could be bought at the 
date of our last advices from India, which was considerably lower than we have 
paid for the same description of raw material during the earlier portions of 
the same year, and indeed for a long time past, and with the freights at an 
average of 5 I., I have no doubt that sugar could be refined in India to yield 
a profit at the present prices of this "Country; but that price of the raw material, 
according to late advices, was causing a loss of money to the parties who were 
selling it to the refiners. 

914. You do not conceive it to be possible that the price of the- raw material 
can continue at Calcutta as low as it is now 1-Should it continue so low as it 
is now, a very much less quantity will be brought to market, because the 
charges of transit, and the profits which must take place between the price 
which it costs the absolute producer and the exporter, fall so much more 
heavily upon a low price than upon a higher price. 

9 15 .. Do you believe that the native is now producing sugar at that low 
price at which it is actually selling at Calcutta?-The native who produces the 
sugar never obtains a profit unless he is working for an European. He has 
never anything else than a bare subsistence. 

916. Do you think that the European employer of the native Indian is now 
selling his sugar to the refiner at a profit?-The European employer of the 
native Indian is not selling his sugar to the refiner. The European employer 
of the native, if he makes sugar, is sending that sugar to England on his 
own account. A very small amount of that sugar is being sold in the Calcutta 
market. . 

91 7. Is the European refiner now selling his sugar at Calcutta at a loss?
The European refiner is a different man from what I understand your Lordship 
to be alluding to. I understand your Lordship's last question to refe!' to the em
ployel' of the natives engaged im the cultivation of the sugar; but he is not the 
refiner. The refining business is not conducted by the parties who cultivate 
the crop. , 
. 91 l!. The Europp.aD employer of the Ilatives sells his sugar to the refiner in 
Calcutta, does he ?-No; the European employer of the natives ships his 
sugar generally on his own account. _ 

919: Is he buying his sugar now at such a price that he can sell it at a profit? 
-He IS not buying his sugar; he is employing the natives as labourers. 

920• You are talking of the planter?-Yes. 
921 • Do you thiuk he is growing his sugar to a profit i-Certainly not. 

0·32. N 4 922. It 
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L. Ho,.dmrm. Esq. 922. It is your opinion; then, that he cannot continue to grow his sugar at 
the present prices ?-I am quite certain he cannot. 

16 February 1848. 923. With respect to the sugar which is purchased from the natives. will 
the natives. do you think, continue to cultivate their sugar if they get no . 

:better price for it than the European merchant can afford to give them now in 
Calcutta ?-Certainly it will not be cultivated to the same extent. For some 
time past the middle men, between the cultivators and the producers. have 
been obtaining large profits. They have been the only means of communica
tion between the exporter and the producer; but they will no longer continue 
in that occupation. 

924. You say you have been ruined; has that ruin been created by the fnil 
in the price of sugar ?-Distinctly so. 

925. What number of tons of sugar have rou imported ?-I cannot dis
tinctly state that;' but our production hlU' been about 2,750 tons per annum, 
as near as I can ascertain. 
. 926. What extentoffall has there been in the price of that sugar ?-1 should 
think 13 1. per ton. 

927. Has the fall been so great upon the average upon those 2,750 tons?
Not very far from it. 

928. Sir T. Birch.] Between what periods are you speaking ?-Between this 
time last year and the present time. . 

929. Between February 1847 and February 1848, you think there has been 
a fall of 131. per ton ?-There has been a difference to the importer to that 
·extent. I should not say that there has been a fall to that amount in the 
price of sugar, but that the same sugar which this time last year would have 
been worth 6Is. to 63 s. is now worth 53 s. 6 d. 

930. Chairman.] All your sugar has not been sold at the present price; 
you sold probably a considerable portion in the spring of the year, did not 
you I-Of course we were selling considerable quantities of sugar in the spring 
of the year, and we were making profits then. . 

931. The price of sugar has been very much reduced by the competition of 
foreign sugar, has it not ?-It has; while 011 the other hand the price has been 
very much enhl!nced to uS by the increa..oe in the freight. 

932. Those are two separate considerations. Upon the average of the entire 
sale of your sugar, amountIng to 2,750 tons, in the year 1847, as compared 
with the year 1846, what have you lost by the reduction in the price; how 
much a hundredweight, or how much a ton, have you sold your sugar for less 
than you did last year ?-I think I may say from 91. to 10 I. a ton difference. 

933. By the fall of the price have you lost 27,0001. ?-Very probably. 
934. For what sum has your house suspended its payments ?-I am not pre· 

cisely aware of the amonnt of our liabilities. 
935· . Does it exceed 27,0001. ?-Very considerably. 
936. !fyou had not lost 27,0001. upon sugar, should you hal'e been able to 

go on ?-Certainly we should. 
937. And t6 a profit ?-If we had had no losses we should have been going 

on at a prant. 
938. If yo\\ had not lost this 27,0001.· on sugar ?-That is the loss arising 

-from the reduction in the price. We have lost more than that upon the 
sugar. . 

939. If your profits upon sugar had been 27,0001. more, or rour loss 27,0008. 
less, than it has been, should you have suspended payment ?-Certainly not. 

940. Then it is the fall in the price of sugar which has ruined you ?-. It is 
.the fall in the price of sugar which has ruined us, and the effect of the cIassifi
·cation duties. That of itself has been sufficient, because we have been suffer~ 
ing from the effect of this, not simply as it has arisen from the difference in 
the price and the higher amount of duty, but we have been attempting to meet 
the law, and our operations have thereby been, very much altered. We have 
been obliged to make the low sugar- at a greater cost than the finest sugar 
would have cost us. 

941. That would.be, at the most, 4 s. 8 d. a hundredweight ?-Very much 
·more than that. 

942. The whole duty is but 4 s. 8 d. ?-But the whole difference to us has· 
been more than that. The manufacture of the low sugars has: eost us abso
lutely more than that of the fine ones would have done. 

943. Was. 
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943. Was a certain sample of sugar ll,,"Teed on in the year IS45, and sent out L. HardmaR, Esq_ 
to India as the standard of sugar ?-No. 

944. 'J,'here was no standard sent out ?-No; the Custom-house officers 16 Fehruary 1848. 
would never allow us to take the smallest sample of the standard sugar, but we 
did obtain samples of sugar which the Custom-house officers admitted at the 
several duties. 

94.5. And you sent them out to India ?-Yes. 
946. At the end ofthe year IS4iJ.did not samples come home from the East 

Indies upon which the Customs charged the higher duty; that higher duty, 
upon a reference to Government, being remitted r-Sometimes it was remitted, 
and sometimes it was not remitted. 

94i. The que.tion refers to the elld of the year IS45 :-More generally the 
appreciation of the Custom-house officers was confirmed. 

Q48. Is it not the fact, that East India sugars of this doubtful description 
were admitted tIJwards the end of IS45, after a reference to the Treasury, at 
the lower duty ?-Sometimes they were admitted, and sometimes they were 
not admitted. 

949. In IS46 and IS47 they were none of them admitted at the lower duty. 
were they?-We have repeatedly bad fine sugars admitted at the lower duty. 
while the low ones bav~ been charged with the higher duty. 

950. Does it come within your knowledge that a large cargo of the same 
sample being sent to Liverpool and to London, was charged in Liverpool 
:lS8. Sd., and in London 148. !-No, it was rather the reverse. Ixr London it 
was charged 188. 8d., and in Liverpool 148. ; but there have been instances 
both ways. I had a parcel of sugars arrived in Liverpool in December 1845, 
which were entered by me as subject to the 148. duty, but which were detained 
by the Custom-house officers for 188. 8d. Upon inspecting the sugars I 
found they were finer in colour, and I believe stronger in saccharine, than the 
standard sample allowed by Govemment, and I made application to have them 
admitted at 168. 4d. I requested that a large sample of" it might be sent up' 
to London to be submitted to the Board of Customs here. That was done, and 
the prayer of my petition was g.·anted. Part of the same parcel arrived II 

few weeks after in London. Upon being entered for the 168. 4d. duty in 
London, it was detained by the Customs for 18s. Sd. I made application to 
have it released, but I did not succeed. Several memorials were forwarded to 
Government upon the occasion, but on none of them did I succeed. Mter a 
lapse of a month or two,lO bags which remained in Liverpool of the· parcel 
whil'h the Customs in London had decided upon to admit at 168. 4d., were 
stopped for 188. 8 d. They did not attempt to charge it upon the other 
which had paid duty, but the ) 0 bags remaining in bond, duty unpaid, were 
charged 18s. Sd. An instance occurred with a parcel of sugar which arrived 
by the "Alfred" in this port, I think in July of last year; they were entered 
by our broker at 148. duty. On hearing that he had entered them at that 
duty, I wrote to him to say that he should have entered them at 168. 4d. 
'rhey were detained by the Customs for ISs. 8 d. Upon petitioning they were 
released at 16s. 4d. On going to pay the duty they were charged ISs. 8d. 
Again a second petition was presented; they were again released for 168. 4d.; 
and again, upon applying for them they were detained, and not allowed to be 
taken out without the payment of 188. 8d. A third time we petitioned, but it 
was of no usp, and we paid the IS8. ad. after all. 

9.SI. What price can you get now for this sample of sugar which you have 
produced ?-Forty-nine shillings and sixpence or fifty shillings. 

9.52. Would that price, deducting the duty of 148. and the average rate of 
freight and charges, leave you 8 remunerative profit ?-Not upon the actual 
cost of the material from which it was made. but, on the contrary, a very con
siderable loss; but at the p!-"ice at which the raw material might have been 
purchased at the date of our late advices, it would leave us a profit; but then 
that raw matprial was not selling at a price which was remunerati\-e to the pro-
ducer of it. . 

953· Sir T. Bird.] Do you think the priceof the raw material now is so low 
as to discournge the cultivation of it among the natives ?-Distinctly. 

9S4. Mr. 111. Gibsull.] Have you at all considered what in your opinion 
would be such an adequate amount of protection as would enable this Europpan 
cultivation to be carried on ?-No, I have not. 

0.32. 0 
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Henry Morris Kemshead, Esq., called in; and Examined. 

955. Chairman.] ARE you Chairman ofthe Dhobah East India Sugar Com· 
pany?-I am. ' 

956. When did you embark in that concern r-In 1836 or 1837. 
957. As soon as the East Indian, duties were equalized with the' colonial 

duties I-Yes, precisely. 
958. Are the shares of that company 1001. shares I-They are. 
959. Is the whole of the 1001. paid up 1-At the outset of Ollr proceedings 

we paid up so 1. per share; we required no further call till very recently, when 
we called up the remaining bO I., and in ,a great measure that has been paid. 
except by those who have been ruined by the great fall in the price, and whG 
did not contemplate so heavy a call. 

960. What was the entire capital of the company?-Tbe entire capital was 
120,000 I., 60,0001. having been paid up at the commencement; it was in
creased afterwards by an increase of shares to nearly 200,000 1. There are J ,800 
shares, which would be 180,000 Z., and 1,800 quarter shares, and the whole 
amount is called up, so that the capital is rather more than 200,000 1. 

961. When did, the company commence paying a dividend ?-I think in 
1838 or 1839. 

962. What dividend flas then paid ?-In the early part of the time we paid 
very considerable dividends. In 1838 or 1839, 1 think we cleared about 131. 
per ,ton between tbe price of tbe purchase and the net proceeds. 

963. Do you know what was the price of sugar at that time ?-The average 
price of our own sugar in 1840, exclusive of duty, was 3S 8. per cwt., for which. 
we paid about 2S 8. in Calcutta; all the charges having to be deducted from the 
.388., except the duty. 

964. Had you any commission to pay ?-No; we saved the commission by 
giving attention to it 'burse1ves.' 

965. Brokerage ?-Yes; brokerage we pay. 
966. Do you know what the freight and the charges you had to pay amounted 

t-o per ton, at that period?-We estimate upon the general average about 7 s. 
to 78. 6 d. per cwt., exclusive of the merchant's commission, which is not 
charged; our own commission is about 78. 6 d. I should say, upon the average 
of years, with the exception of the present year. 

967. The average freight is about sz. a ton 1-lt is. 
968. What dividend was the company able to pay in 18401-Very nearly 

20 I. per share; about 181. per share. 
969. At that time only so 1. was paid up ?-Only 50 I. 
970. How long did that prosperous state of things continue ?-We continued 

relllizing a profit varying in the intermediate time; in one ,instance there being 
no profit at all. 

971. In what year did you make no profit?-In the year 1841 we made no 
profit; the cost was as near as possible the amount of the net proceeds. 

972. Was ~hat because tlle price of sugar was low in London 1-lt acted 
both ways; the price of the raw material was high in India, and the price of 
sugar was low in London. 

973. Do you remember whether there were great crops in other parts of the 
world, and comparatively bad crops in India, which occasilmed the price to .be 
comparatively high in India that year I-I do not recollect the cause whlch 
created the fall in 1841 ; but I think the large profit in 1840 arose from the 
price being very 'high, indeed nearly three times what it is at the present 
moment. 

974. Have you a list of prices during the successive years since .the company 
was established I-No, I have only my own average; our own pnces for each 
year. 

975. Are you able to furnish the Committee with the average prices at 
which you sold in each year ?-In 1840, the price, less the duty and all charges. 
was 38s.; in 1841, we obtained 328. 8 d. 

976. AJ;ld that year you made no profit ?-No; in 1842 the price was 
318. 6 d. ; then we made a profit. , 

97i. What profit did you make that year1-We made a profit that year of 
,about 18 1. a share. , 

9i8. How 
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978. How was .it that you made. so large; a profit when you ob~ned s? low 
a price for your sugar, the fact bemg that In 1840, when you obtained a hIgher' 
price, you realized no profit ?-Tbe p~ce in Ca!cutta was so different. . 

9i9. Do you purchase from the natives ?-V\le purchase from the natives. 
980. And you were able in 1841 to purchase at a very low price?-Com

paratively so. 
gS J. How do you account for that very low price ?-I can only account for it 

from the competition probably not being so great; our Iloaents, perhaps, might 
-have gone better to work and made better arrangements. 

982. In 1843,whatwastheresult?-1n 1843 the sale price was 3Ia.8d.; 
we then made a profit. 

983. What profit did you make in that year ?-We made a profit equal to 
14 I. or 15 I. per share. Probably I am wrons- in giving so large a return for 
1840. because in 1840 the quantity we sold was mudl smaller, and although 
the profit was larger, it would not have given so much per share; but in 1842 
and 1843 the profit of each year was as nearly as possible alike, which gave 
something like 35,000 1. to be divided over 1,800 shares. 

984. What happened in 18441-In 1844 the price got down very low, and 
our average was only 25 8. 8 d., when we made a loss. 

98.5. Do you know what the loss was ?-No, I do not know the amount of 
our loss, but I should think 4,000 I. or 5,000 I. In 184!> the amount of the 
cost price was precisely that of the purchase price, so that there was no profit 
and no loss. 

986. What was the price in 1845 ?-Tbirty shillings. I should state that I 
am merely confining myself to the profit upon sugar; I am not taking in the 
whole concern; we are large importers of rum, therefore there might be a 
profit or a loss upon the rum, of which 1 have taken no note; this is not to be 
taken as our exact position. When I am stating these fis-ures, the whole profit 
of the concern might be more or less, according to what the rum fetched. 
In 1846 we began to feel the competition with the ~lave.grown sugar. ' 

98j. That was only in the last half year, was it?-The last half of the year. 
988. Can you distinguish between the former and the latter half of that 

year ?-I cannot in 1846, but I have it in 1847, when the effect of the slave-
grown sugar told completely. In 1846, the selling price was 298., and the 
cost price was 37 s., leaving a loss of 8 s., occasioning a total loss to the com
pany of between 40,000 I. and 50,000 1. In 1847, the cost price was 28 s. ;. 
the selling price for the half year, which is the only time for which I can taklt 
it, was 178. 

989. What has your loss been ?-Tbe loss in the present instance is about 
101. a ton. 

990. Your produce is how much ?-Seven thousand tons; .we estimate tha 
loss at 70,000 I. I will give ·the prices with the charges. In 1840, the price 
was 458.; in 1841,398. 4d.; in 1842, 388. 10d.; in 1843, 388. 8d.; in 1844. 
,328. 8d.; in 1845,368. 10d.; in 1846. 368.; in 1847, 268. 3d. That was the 
net sale priet, less the duty. In our clise the charges only amount to about 
78. 6d.; but with mercantile bouses it would be at least Is. more. 

991. Mr. Villier8.] The mercantile charges would not be more than 18., yoll' 
think ?-It depends upon what mercantile house has the transaction; but I 
should estimate them at about 1 a. 

992. Chairman.] Has the eompany given up their operations ?-We hava 
suspended them for a time, finding the enormous loss, and the impossibility of 
competing with slave-groWn sugar. We have suffered quite enough in the 
losses which we have aJ.re'ady sustained, which have more than swept away all 
the profits of previous years. 

993. Do you mean that the company ran 70,0001. in debt in 1847, or that 
they lost by their sugar 70,0001. ?-Upon the transactions of the year we shall 
lose 70,000 l. '. 

994. If that price had been maintained at what it was last year or the year 
before, the company would neither have made a profit nor suffered a loss 1-
I think that would have been our position; if we had stopped working two 
years ago, we should have been gainers; but the two last years have completely 
taken away all those profits. 

995· If you had stopped working at the end of 184';, you would have been 
gainers of 84,000 I. I-About that. , 

.·32. 0 2 996. YOIl-
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H./J. K.",.k.ad, 996. You say that in the year 1~46. yuu lost between 40,0001. and .~0,0001 ... 
Esq. and that in the year 1847 you lost 70,000 1.1-Yes. 

6 F b 8 997· That would be 110,0001., which would have to be balanced against the 
J • ru ... y I 48• 84,000 I., which you had made in the six previous years ?-The difference 

between those two sums would be the loss upon our capital, independent of the 
loss which we may have in our plant, upon which we have expended from 
100,000 1. to ) 40,000 I. What value that might be, if we \vert: going to sell, 
it is impossible for anyone to say. If we were to get the whole of that amount 
back again, our loss would be about 30,000 I. upon the profit and 1058 account. 
and the difference between the sum which we have embarked in machinery. 
200,000.1., and the amount of capital paid up. 

998, Under the present prospects of the sugar market, what do you think 
your plant would fetch in the Calcutta market 1-It is impossible for me to 
give any idea. 

999. You have three factories, have you not?-Yes; probably the best irt 
India. 

1000. What is the arrangement which the company has made for the next 
year ? -We had intended entirely to stand still, leaving the factories alone, but 
one of the proprietors, a Mr. Blake, who was the original founder of the 
company, having resided many years in India, offered to go out, under the pre
sent state of things, to look into the whole matter; and he said, if we would 
permit him he would take the risk of paying us a small rent for two of the 
factories, upon the chance, under the present aspect of. affairs, of finding the 
price of the raw material probably very low, and that he might be induced 
to manufacture when he got out1here. We have consp.nted to that, as part 
recompense for the trouble and labour which .he is taking in going out and 
investigating the whole affair. 

100 I. Is the rent 2,000 I. a year he is to pay ?-£. 1,600 a year he is to pay 
us for the use of those two factories. . 

] 002. Therefore taking that at 10 years' purchase, which I believe is the pur
.chase you reckon for property of that description, your property, which cost you. 
il30,OOO I., you value practically at 16,000 l. ?-That is only two out of the three 
;factories. We have another factory which will stand still; that is, the Dhobah 
factory itself will stand still. That may be estimated at about as much more. 

1003. You thi~k you will be able to let it at the same price?-I think we 
<l'Ught to let it for the same price as the other two; whether we are getting a. 
fair rent for those two it is impossible for me to say. 

1004. You would be glad to let that Dhobah factory at the same price if a 
.bidder were to offer i-Undoubtedly. 

1005. According to that estimatfl, the value of property which cost you' 
1'30,000 l., is now reduced to 32,000 I. ?-I think .we should not hesitate to 
'take 40,0001. for the whole of our works. It is not possible for me to say; of 
oCourse I am speaking individually. Then in addition to our works, we have a 
.colliery, which we also work to a very considerable extent. The profit hitherto • 
has not been large. I think, including that, we should not hesitate to take 
between 40,OOllI. and 50,000 I. for the whole of our works in India. . 

1006. Is that colliery quite independent of the sugar concern ?-We keep it, 
-entirely independent; it belongs to the company in the same way the other 
property does, but we keep an entirely separate account. 

1007. You do not maintain it to feed your steam·engines with I-We sup
plied our own engines with coal from it, charging those engine!! at the same 
price as we should have purchased coal for from other parties. 

1008. Is all your machinery of the best de3cription i-We have gone to the 
expense thant should be so, and we have every reason to believe it is the best 
in India. 

1009. You are the largest sugar manufacturers in India, are not you i-In, 
the world, 1 should suppose; I am not aware of any concern equal to it, as one 
-concern. 

1010. Sir John Gladstone is concerned in a sugar manufactory adjoining to 
yours, is not he 1-Sir John Gladstone established a factory some two or three 
years after we commenced. He thought that considerable profit was to be 
made out of sugar manufacturing in India, but 1 have very great doubt whether 
lie ever did make any profit out of it; three years ago he wrote to me to ask 

me 
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me if we would buy his works.· Foreseeing probably, and having a longer view H. M. K.",.a • ..r. 
than we had, that slave· grown sugar was likely to come in, he was anxious to Esq. 
get out of it; we were not then anxious to extend our works, and I declined to 16 February t B48• 
entertain the proposition, though I believe he would have sold his works at a 
very considerable los8, as compared with the cost he had been put to to esta-
blish them. 

1011. Sir John Gladstone very much reduced the extent of his business in 
the j"cars 1846 and 1847, did not he ?-I should say he has sold everything he 
had in the West Indies long ago; he has been doing so for ye~; and 1 believe 
he has nearly given up everything in the West Indies. Whether he has sold 
the works in India 1 am not prepared to say, but I believe he is not working. 

1012. In the end of 1845 your company had an extent of business to pretty 
nearly 200,000 I., bad not it 1-Fully that. . 

1013. And the sugar crop for which you were then providing would not 
come into consumption till the year 1847 ?-Commencing to purchase at the 
end of 1845 the sugar so purchased at the latter part of 1845, commencing 
in November and December, and running on to the year 1846, would be made 
in 1846, and would begin to arrive in England in the iatter part of 1846, and 
run nearly through 1847. The whole crop of 1846 would not have arrived in 
London till probably August 1847. Up to this time, of what we made in 1847 
we have not received one·half, or barely one-half; the whole is not even 
shipped yet. . 

1014. When you sent out those orders in the autumn of 1845, it was not. 
possible for you to foresee, or even to contemplate the change which after
wards took place· in the duties? -So far from it, we were induced, ·with others, 
from a belief that it was impossible that slave-grown sugar could be admitted 
here after the feeling which had been expressed by the country at large upon 
the subject, to embark these large sums in factories in India. Not supposing 
for a moment that slave-grown sugar could by possibility come in here, we went 
on to give our instructions as we had done for years before. When it began to 
be talked of, we certainly could not have looked for so small a differential duty 
at all events, and we went on even to a. late period of 1846 to buy material. 

1015. What were the circumstances which induced you in 1841 to confide in 
the stability of the policy of that day 1-0ur· confidence was in the extreme 
feeling which had been expre~sed by the public at large some few years previ
"Ously, aud the decisions of Parliament confirming it up to a late period. We 
could not have supposed for a moment slave-grown sugar could have come 
into competition with us. 

1016. Had you any reason to imagine that even if there. should be a change 
in the Government, there would be any withdrawal of the protection you had 
enjoyed ?-We·felt satisfied with Sir Robert Peel, whom we had looked to as 
being the great stay upon this matter, having expressed himself so adversely 
to the admission of slave-grown sugar, at least as far as my recollection goes • 
.I do not speak too strongly in saying that he had so expressed himself; at 
all events we were sufficiently confident that he was opposed to the encourage
ment of slavery, and consequently to the admission of slave.grown sugar. 
Relying more upon him, probably, than the Members generally of the House of 
Commons, we felt satisfied that we were quite safe; 1 think up to the very 
division that carried this question against us, Sir Robert Peel was opposed to it 
himself, though he felt the necessity for yielding, and we were so satisfied that 
he could not go with the Government upon that question, that even up to the 
very day we were taken off our guard, and could not anticipate it for Ii. 
moment. 

1017. As it required 18 months' notice, it was not possible for you to with
draw from your engagements ?-Quite impossible. The Committee will see 
that the company having embarked a very large capital, even supposing we 
did see reason to entertain a doubt as to what was coming, we could not stop 
works of that magnitude all :at once, because large expenses would be involved 
in doing so, as a matter of course, and all our property must be damaged; the 
very fact of our present suspension is destruction to our property. 

1018. Is it your opiniQn that any great exportation of sugar will be carried 
on from Calcutta at the present prices ?-Of what. is in India at the present 
moment a considerable quantity will come here, they will not k.now what to do 
with it; but that the same quantity will be made again unless a great change . 

0.32. 0 3 takes 
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II. M. K ..... h.ad. takes place, it is absurd to suppose; I do not believe there will be B single 
Esq. factory carrying on the process of manufacture which will bring sugar home 

in the state in which it bas been brought by the Dhobah Company; as hereto-
16 February 18+8. fore sugar may come of that very bad character which obtains little value here, 

but that will be only if the price rises; for I apprehend at the present price in 
London the natives will not make it, they will rather confine their manufacture 
to the consumption of India. 

1019. It will take 12 months or 18 months before the present arrangelVents 
can be arrested in India for the cultivation and manufacture of sugar 1-1 
should think there is very little going on at the present moment. I should 
think the native is not doing much at the present moment. 

1020. The entire crop of 1847 will come home, you think, notwithstanding 
the price 1-No. I should say not; because they would rather sell it, and con-
sume it in the country, than allow it to come at a very low price. . 

1021. What is the lowest price at which you conceive it would bl' exported 
from Calcutta to England ?-It is almost impossible for me to answer that 
question, we not being sugar growers; but I think the native is not likely, if it 
is left to him alone, to allow it to be shipped under something like 151. or 161. 
a ton. 

] 022. What quality of sugar is that ?-That would be a very inferior qUality 
as compared to that which the Dhobah Company, and other companies, have 
been in the habit of shipping; so inferior that taking the per-centage of the 
raw material, and converting it into a better class of sugar, the cost is about 
double what the raw material fetches. 

]023. Are the Committee to understand that it would require nearly 2 cwt. 
of this description of sugar to make 1 cwt. of the sugar you used to export?
It would take 2! cwt. of the coarse sugar the native ma~es to make 1 cwt. of 
our lbwer quality of sugar. 

]024. Is the sugar you speak of at 15/. or 16/. a ton, the gOOl:1-No, they 
would make it into khaur to send it here; but the khaur itself in 1845 cost 
us, when converted into our lower quality of sugar, 28,. a cwt. 

1025. At what price would this sugar, which you speak of as selling at 151. 
or 161. a ton by the natives in Calcutta, sell for in London at this time ?-Not 
so much as 15l. or 16/. It would sell for about 338. or 358., from which the 
duty and all the charges are to be deducted. 

1026. Then, in fact, it is utterly impossible, at the present prices, that any 
great amount of sugar should be exported by the natives for the English 
market 1-1 have stated distinctly that it is not likely. except as they hare it 
there, and cannot help themselves. < 

1027. That is only the sugar which is already grown ?-I have already 
stated tlIat our own average for the last six months, for sugars of a very 
different quality to what they would ship, has been 178., therefore, I presume, 
about 10,. would be quite the outside that that sugar would fetch at the 
present moment; a great deal has been sold at less than the cost price in 
London. 

1028. Are-you also concerned in the West Indies ?-I am, unfortunately. 
1029. And in Santa Cruz ?-And in Santa Cruz. 
1030. Finding the East India trade in sugar is destroyed by the change of 

duties, you have invested some of your capital in Santa Cruz ?-Yes. . 
1031. You are endeavouring to take your capital out of the British West 

Indies, and to invest it at Santa Cruz 1-1 was the chief importer from Santa 
Cruz. 1 have more interest in that island than any other mercantile house; 
but I should be very sorry, looking to the uncertainty with which matters are 
conducted now, to embark any money, even in Santa Cruz. I only at the 
present moment receive consignments, avoiding advances, but it is impossible, 
from the experience I have had of the admission of slave-grown sugar, that I 
can divest myself of the apprehension (I call it apprehension, being interested 
in some degree in a slave island), that slave-grown sugar may not be pro
hibited again; therefore I could not allow myself to advance money, even in 
a slave country. 

1032. That is because your confidence in the security of /lny commercial 
policy has been destroyed ?-Totally destroyed; and I think I speak the feel-
ings of no inconsiderable number of merchants. . 

1033. At present you have found your commerce with SantaCruz profitable, 
< then?-
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then ?-I avoid advances; it is no speculation, it is simply a commission trans- H. M. K ... ,ii •• d,. 
action. Esq. 

1034. You can buy sugar in Santa Cruz, and sell it again, even at the 
present prices, at a good profit ?-Santa Cruz is different to any other island 16 FebI'Uary 1848• 
in the West Indies; it makes the finest sugar that comes· to London, which 
therefore will command a price which no other sugar can command; and 
there may be less risk in purchasing there than elsewhere in consequence; hut 
I should be very sorry to be a purlrQaser of sugar, even in Santa Cruz, in the 
present state of things. 

1035. The planter and thl!' manufacturer of' sugar in Santa Cruz can afford, 
the one to grow the sugar and the. other to manufacture it to a profit, at a 
price that will enable you to buy it of them and sell it a"o-ain to a profit 1-No 
question about it; that is to say, it gives them a large profit in consignment. 
But Santa Cruz stands very differently from the other slave colonies, because 
Santa Cruz, like the British islands, has not been permitted to receive a slave 
for some 30 years or more. Santa ('..ruz is exactly like our British islands 
were, limited to the number of slaves that has been there for 30 or 40 years, 
lind also the labour is comparatively very easy in Santa Cruz as compared 
with the Brazils and Cuba; the slave does not work an excessive number of 
hours, and he gets his Saturday entirely to himself; the Sunday also. They 
have two entire days free from labol,ll". The Danish laws are exceedingly easy 
with the slaves; they take especial care of them. 

1036. Still it is slave cultivation ?-It is. 
1037. Can you inform the Committee what the rate of freights throughout· 

. the year has been from Santa Cruz ?-During the last year, which was the only 
year that sugar has been imported from Santa Cruz, the rate of freight ave
raged from 38. 9d., at which it commenced, up to 5s. 3d. 

1038. That is five gnineas a ton from Santa Cruz 1-Yes; I chartered a 
British ship myself at five guineas to come from Santa Cruz. It was the only 
British ship that loaded in Santa Cruz; the rest were all Danes. 

1039. What freight did you pay in the Danish ships ?-The rate of freight 
got up in the same proportion; there was a. demand for shipping, and the 
Danes took the same advantage that the British did. We should much prefer, 
however, giving a Danish ship 5 s. to giving a British ship 58., because we get 
the goods home in much better order in a Danish ship than in a. British ship. 

1040. They are about the best ships to be met with, are they not 1-They 
are, and the best sailed. 

1041. And the quickest?-Judging from the experience I had last year, 
I should say the quickest; at least two or three ships I sent out made quicker 
voyages than any other ship I know of. 

1042. Is it the fact that you freighted a Danish ship out from London, and that 
she was back again with her cargo in 60 days r-Between 60 and 70 days. That 
was the case with two or three ships. One ship in particular went out from 
London; I loaded her here; she discharged her cargo in Santa Ciruz, took in a. 
full cargo there, and was back again in Londou under 70 days. 

1043. The freight of that ship was 31. 68., was not it ?-l forget exactly the 
rate at which she came home. The lowest rate was 3 8. 9 d. a cwt., but it got 
up to 48. (ld., or about 41. 108. a ton. 

1044. As far as the price of freights went, there was no difference between 
British shlps and Danish at any period ?-Not a bit. 

1045. V'.'ben freights rise very high for British ships at New York, at Deme
rara, or in India, the freights for Danish ships rise in the same proportion 1-
Precisely so. 

1046. Is not it the fact that one of those Danish ships made three voyages in 
one year ?-Three of them made three voyages each before the 1st of August. 
that is, they made their last yoyage from the island before the J st of August. 
The 1st of August is the period. known· to underwriters when they make a. dif .. 
ference in the rate of their insurance; therefore it is an advantage to a ship to 
get away before the 1st of August, and there is a great press to do it; and 
those ships which were consigned to me all made their voyages so as to sail 
before the 1st day of August, and three or four of them made three voyages in 
the year, sailing before the 1st of August on the last voya,,""6. 

1047. You are well acquainted with the freights from Demerara., are you 
not·I-1 am. 

o·3::!· 04 
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H. M. K"","ead, 1 048. What has been the rate of freight from Demerara ~-The rate of freight 
Esq. bas been for a nry considerable time ranging from 2s. 6d. to 3s., or 2/. lOs. 

G F b 8 8 to 31.; it did get up for a very short period. during the scarcity of shipping, 
~ . ., ruary 1 + . to 4 t. I am not aware of any rate above 4/.; at least I received none. 

1049. You are not aware of any rllte of sugar freight from Demerara aboye 
41. ?-N 0; there may have been an instance or two, but I received none. 

1050. The general ruling of freights for sugar is lower from Demerara than 
it is from Santa Cruz ?-It is lower from Demerara than any colony I know of. 
I have had bills of lading from Demerara at 18.; that of course was an unusual 
circumstance; but 2 s. has been' a common amount. 

1051. It has happened, has not it, that freights have come home from Cal
cutta at 148. a ton ?-Not to my knowledge; the case 1 am alluding to was a 
Calcutta ship going with Coolies to Demerara, and there she was very glad to 
get sugar at a very low rate of freight • 

. J052.Freights from J8Il1aicaalways rule considerably higher, do not they? 
-. -I know of no freight under 48. from Jamaica; the usual freight being 55. 

J053. That arises, does not it, from the circumstance that thel'e is a great 
deal of what is called droggerage (-Yes. , 

1054. That is at the charge of the ship ?-It is at the charge of the shill. 
1055. There is no droggerage at Demerara ?-No, the vessels are loaded ill 

the river; there is a considerable droggerage in Demerara, but the ship has 
nothing to do with that, because each estate has its own schooner, which 
brings itR sugar to .George Town, and the sailors put it on board; so that therE 
is a charge in Demerara. for the cost of the schooner, which is not applicable to 
J8Il1ait'a; the Jamaica proprietor takes his sugar only to the wharf, and the 
sbip takes it from the wharf. . 

1056. Demerara is a Dutch colony; therea.re no roads, and the sugar. is 
carried about in canals ?-Yes, in canals; it is not possible for a cart to work 
except in particular seasons. 

1057. Thus it is that the planter in Demerara carries his produce himself to 
the ship ?-He has a canal from his works to the sea, and then the sugars are 
taken from that point into the shipping schooner at the bar, and the schooner 
goes down or up, as the case may be, to George Town with the sugar, carrying 
20 hogsheads. 

1058. In Jamaica, the ",hole of this droggerage is performed by the ship?
Yes, the proprietor simply carries it to the wharf. 

1059. Is there nota difference of 15s. per ton sometimes, between the freight 
em the north and the south side of Jamaica, on account of the difference of drug
gerage ?-With certain ships; they do not profess to make a difference, but 
from the east end of Jamaica they will frequently bring sugar at 4 s., ",bile at 
the north we hardly ever know it under 58. ; and also on the south, from Kings
ton and that neighbourhood, they will brint it at 4 s. very often, when they 
will not take it under 5 8. from the north. 

lOGO. Is that partly on account of the greater cost of droggerage ?-Yes. 
1061. And partly froin the ldng demurrage ?-It is particularly from tbere 

being a greater number of vessels in these localities; for instance, at Kingston 
most vessels call, and the captain, if he discharged his cargo there, would prefer 
to take in sugar at 4 s. or 4 s. 6 d. at Kingston, than to go to the north and 
get 5 s. 

I 062. That is because the greater part of the import trade to Jamaica is 
discharged at Kingston, while the export trade is more equally divided ?..:...Yes. 
the droggerage would not be anything like $0 heavy. 

1063. Is not the demurrage in Jamaica generally much longer than in Banta 
Cruz and Cuba ?-I should be "ery sorry to charter a ship to Jamaica unless 
I got 90 days demurrage, whereas in other places 1 should be content to take 
60 days. 

1064. Your ship :went to Santa Cruz and was back again in 66 days, and 
in J8Il1aica you would require 90 days, you say ?-Yes, 1 should be wry 
scrupulous in taking it even at 90 days. 
. 1065. Does not that account for the high nominal freights at Jamaica?

Partially it does. 
1066. Do you know anything of freights from Cubar-Freights from Cuba 

TUn from 3,. to 3,. 6 d.; the expenses at Cuba are not heavy. 
)06j. There 
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1067. There is little or no droggerage there ?-There is little or noH.M. K.""A<iltl, 
droggerage there. . Esq. 
· 1068. And little or no delay?-Very little delay; if the party who has the 
charter is prepared with his cargo, there need be no delay. 16 february 1848• 

1069. The ship loads right up at the wharff-Yes. 
1070. That accounts for the difference ?-Yes, it does. 
1071. Mr. LaboucheTe.] You have stated that at equal rates of freight you 

would prefer a Danish to an Englisll. ship for carrying sugar; what is the rea
son for that ?-Because the Danes do not screw the sugar in the same way that 
the English do. Between a cargo coming home to the West India Dock in 
a Danish ship and one coming home in a British ship, there would be aU the 
difference in the world; we receive the sugar in a much better state. 

1072. Do you mean that the Danes take better care of the cargo than the 
generality of English masters do 1-Yes, in stowing it. 

1073. Mr. VillieT8.] Your company was established exclusively for making 
sugar in the East Indies I-Yes. . 

1074. When you spoke of your dividend, you had no reference to anything 
but sugar ?-Sugar and rum. 

1075. Were you to be understood as saying that there was a loss upon the
rum as well as upon the sugar i-I should say no loss ever could arise upon 
the rum, because we take it at a certain price in India, and it always brings 
its price here. I should say, upon the average, there has always been a small 
profit; but the rum would be a very small matter compared with the· sugar. . 

1076. Has it fluctuated during the different years you have spoken on-No 
question about it; it bas fluctuated according to the price, and as the price 
has fluctuated here. I have known the price of East India rum at 4 8. and 
4 8. 6 d. a gallon; at the present moment it is not worth more than 1 8. 8 d. 

1077. You have not lost anything upon the rum ?-No; our whole losses 
have been upon the sugar. 

1078. You embarked in this business when the duties were first equalized 
upon East and West India sugar1-About that time. 

1079. Are the Committee to understand you that you did so upon the faith that 
no foreign sugar would be admitted to compete with you ?-We did so entirely 
influenced by what had taken place in this country two or three years before, 
and the great manifestation of feeling which was exhibited by the people of this 
country against slavery in the West Indies, where it was of a very mitigated 
·character as compared with places where the slave trade was carried on. We' 
could not for a moment suppose, under those circumstances, that we should 
· come into competition with slave-grown sugar. 

1080. The question had regard to foreign sugar, not exclusively slave-labour 
sugar; did you contemplate that foreign free-grown sugar would be always 
excluded hereafter 1-W e were not so confident upon that point as we were 
upon the other; but we did not embark it upon the calculation that even free
labour sugar would so soon come into competition with our own. 

1081. Do you recollect the discussion that took place in this country upon 
the subject of equalizing East and West India sugar?-Yes; I have not re
freshed my memory upon the subject; 1 have pnly a general recollection of 
what took place. I do not remember the discussions in Parliament, certainly. 
for I have never referred to them since. 

1082. Do you remember that the leading advocates on the subject always 
· stated that they had no exclusive. objects in urging the introduction of East 
India sugar, but that they were perfectly ready for free trade ?-Yes, I do re
member that; not for free trade as regards slave-grown sugar. 

1083. But they were prepared for competition with other countries ?-It 
might be so; but certainly the parties connected with the Dhobah Company 
never said so. . 

1084. You embarktld in this concern upon the duties being equalized, and 
you remember that the advocates of equalization always urged the introduction 
of East India sugar upon principles of free competition with foreign countries? 
-I do not recollect that. 

1085. When you established your factories in India, did other companies 
establish factories at the same time ?-I really cannot answer that question 
precisely; I know that after we established our eoncern, other companies, and 
as I hav~ stated, even Sir John Gladstone, and Murrays of Liverpool, esta-

0.32_ P blished 
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H. M. EemJwad, blished factories; that was after we had done 60; but I do not recollect how 
Esq. long it was precisely after we established our factory. -

1086. Your largest dividend was in 1840, was not it ?-Of that I will not be 
16 FebrUary 18+8. sure; it would depend upon the quantity we then made; we were not making 

the quantity in 1840 that we were subsequently. I think the largest dividend 
was in 1843. I corrected my statement with regard to the year 1840, by say
ing that I had omitted to remark that we were not making the quantity of 
sugar at that time that we were SUbsequently. 

1087. Your dividend was larger shortly after you were established than it 
has been since ?-The largest dividend, I should say, was in 1842 or 1843. 

1088. Can you give the Committee any idea of the amount of capital which 
has been invested in making sugar in India siuce your factory was estab1i~hed 1 
-No. 

108g. You have no doubt 1:11at several parties have embarked in the busi
ness ?-No; but we have never troubled' ourselves to learn who were establish
ing factories; unless it came to us casually, we- did not give ourselves any 
concern about it. 

lOgO. Have you any doubt that the quantity of sugar exported from India 
has been a good deal increased since you first started ?-I have no doubt that 
it has been considerably mcreased; we know that several factories have been 
established, and of course the quantity must have been increased; we have 
increased ourselves, by three times, what we made when we began. 

10g1. The quantity increasing, the price would naturally fall ?-I should 
doubt that; I do not think the quantity from India has so greatly increased as 
tCII make the price fall; a considerable increase has taken place in India, but 
then our manufacture is a re-manufacture from that which would probably 
have come here in a very different state. 

10g2. Is it the fact that the price has fallen 1-There is no question about 
that. 

I og3 .. Do you know anything about the other factories you have spoken of? 
-Not the least. 

10g4. You are not aware whether they have lost as largely as you have?
Not the least. 

10g5. So that it is possible they may not have lost at all ?-For anything I 
know; I can only judge from what we ourselves have done. 

10g6. You have ascribed the losses of your own company entirely to the 
introduction of slave sugar, have you not?--I have no doubt about it. 

I og7 . You believe the immediate loss which you have sustained has been 
occasioned by the fall in the price, and you ascribe that fall in the price to the 
introduction of slave sugar? - Precisely. 

10g8. And as far as you have been understood, you do not expect any sugar 
to be manufactured at all in India till there has been some change with respect 
to the introduction of slave sugar ?-In the way of re-manufacture ; I do not 
mean to say there will not be sugar made in India, but not by manufactories 
such as that in which I am interested; Ido not think any parties are likely to 
re-manufactulle sugar until some change takes place, or until the native 
ohooses to make the raw material at a very low rate. I can only answer the 
question by saying that I believe our concern has entirely failed., that Sir John 
Gladstone I am quite sure is not doing anything, and that Murrays have also 
failed; I, do not know what others there are. We have not suspended our 
payments, but we have suspended our operations. When I speak of Sir John 
Gladstone, I can only say that I do not suppose it likely that he would go on. 

10gg. The Committee understand you, that in the course of 1845 and 1846 
your losses amounted to 40,000 l. ?-Upon the crop of 1846 our ·loss was 
upwards of 40,000 l. 

1100. Had slave sugar been introduced into this country at that time ?-. 
It had begun to be introduced; the law was changed in July 1846; the admis
sion of slave-grown sugar commenced in 1846. 

11 01. And your loss was in the latter part of 1846 1-That I cannot answer; 
I know that in the year we made a very heavy loss; our sugars made in 1846 
were chiefly sold in 1847. 

1102. When were the sugars made that were sold in 18461-111 1845. 
] 103. The question refers to the loss yon spoke of, amounting to :'0,000 l.; 

was 
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was that loss on the sale of the crop of 1845 I-No, on the sale of the cJ;Op of 
1846. , 

1104. Was it in consequence of being brought into competition with slave
grown sugar ?-We can suppose. it to be from nothing else, 

1105. Is it the fact that the crop of 1845 was brought into competition with 
slave-grown sugar1-No doubt a portion of it was, because it would not be 
sold until the slave-grown sugar came in; how much remained to be sold after 
that sugar came in I do not recolll\c!. ' 

11 06. You cannot tell the Committee positively whether the loss of 40,000 I. 
was owing. to the competition of slave-grown sugar or not ?-Not wholly; 
there is no doubt a considerable portion of the loss of the year which the 
question alludes to arose from the high price we paid in India. 

1107. That loss was not owing to competition in this market with slave
grown sugar I-Not altogether; it was from the fear, becau!e the Committee 
must be aware that every surmise, aud every talk of the introduction of slave
grown sugar, takes effe<:t in the market probably two or three months before 
the law comes into operation, because the very breath of anything that is 
mooted in Parliament by any influential parties, immediately has the effect in 
our market of paralysing-trade, and therefore, though the article does not come 
in competition, the market is paralysed. That hili! been the case with sugar 
for several years. _ 

1108. Are the Committee to understand that the price of sugar was depressed 
in 1846, three months before the Act came into operation 1-1 think it is very 
probable, though I cannot charge my memory with the particular fact_ . 

1109, Do you know what the prices of sugar were in 1846 ?-I have stated 
what the price was in 1846. . 

1110. Was there a great fall in 1846 ?-The fall in the price of our sugar 
was not very considerable in 1846, but the loss which happened in 1846 arose 
greatly from the excessive price paid in India. 

1111. You stated also a loss of 70,000 I. in the following year I-We are now 
selling that which will create a loss of 70,000 I.; the sale of the crop of 1847, . 
which is now arriving, will leave a loss of 70,000 I. 

1112. Is that also to be ascribed partly to the high price in India r-No, 
certainly not; the difference between the price in India of the crop 1846 and 
the crop 1847, as far as our concern is interested, was 81. or 9 I. a ton. 

1113. You ascribe it chiefly to the fall in the price here 1-Undoubtedly. 
1114. Have you considered what are the causes of the fall in the price 

here I-An over supply, I apprehend. 
1115. You meall to say that there is more sugar than there is demand for 

it ?-Precisely. 
1116. Have you considered whether that is owing to the great increase of 

the quantity supplied, Of whether there has. been any cause for the diminished 
consumption 1-The consumption has not diminished.from previous years, and 
is "ery much beyond what was the ordinary consumption three or four years 
back. 

. 1117. The consumption has actually fallen off, has it notr-Not to a very 
large extent, as compared with the period of the greatest demand, but the 
supply has been very much greater. 

1118. You are aware of causes existing during the las~ year that· might have 
caused a diminished consumption, are you not1-1 do not know to what the 
question alludes. 

11 I g. Are you aware of the very high cost of food during the year 18471-
Yes. . 

1120. Would not that affect the consumption of sugar 1-lt did not affect 
the consumption of sugar to the extent that might haye been calculated on. 
Even in Ireland, during the greatest pressure and want of food, there was a 
greatE'r consumption of sugar than was ever known. 

I 121, Mr, Labouchere.] Was it not the case in Ireland, that there was more 
money expended by the great body of the people than was usual in former 
years; -I only state the fact, that the consumption of sugar was greater in 
Ireland during the pressure than was ever known before. 

1122. Mr. Vi/tiers.] Are you to be understood iliat you are afraid of the 
competition of sugar which shall come in from foreign countries, where slavery 
does not exist 1-1 do not know that; we should not be able to make sugar in 
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H. M. K .... keatl, India upon the same terms as free labour would make it anywhere. I am not 
Esq. quite prepared to answer that question, because I am not a grower of sugar. 

6 F 1123· Your apprehension in respect of the manufactories in India is founded 
J ebruary 18+8. upon the cheapness of slave-grown sugar 1-Undoubtedly it is. 

J 1 24. You are aware of the change which took place in 1844, as to our 
admitting the sugar of Java?-Yes, that was the first intimation we had 
that we were not likely to do so well afterwards as we had done before; and 
olthough we were not likely to make those losses which we have lately made, 
we were not likely to make those large profits which we had done before. 

112.'). You made large profits in that yearY-We did. 
1126. Are you aware that free-labour sugar and slave-labour sugar com

mand the same price in the markets of Europe r-I presume that is according 
to the quality. The two articles will fetch the same price if the quality is the 
same. People are very careless, apparently, whether it is slave-grown sugar 
or free-grown sugar; in fact, it has been generally stated that the first cargo 
of slave-grown sugar was imported by a Quaker. If that is the fact, it showl 
at once that there is very little consideration as to whether it is slave-grown or 
free-grown sugar_ 

1127. Does not that show that the cost of production must be the same?-
I do not quite understand the qu~stion. . 

1128. Slave-labour sugar and free-labour sugar sell for the same price in 
the markets of Europe; does not. that look as if the cost of production of both 
were the same ?-I should think not. One may be sold to a loss, and the 
other may be sold to a profit. . 

1129_ Do you mean that people are in the habit on the Continent of selling 
at a loss ?-We are obliged to do it here_ . 

1130_ Not asa business1-lf you cannot get your cost price you must sell 
at a loss_ . . 

1 131_ People do not embark in business for the purpose of selling at a loss 
-Certainly not. 

1132. Are the Committee to understand that it is by accident that the price 
of free-labour sugar and of slave-labour sugar is the same in foreign markets? 
-I do not see that it is accident, because the free-labour sugar and the slave
labour sugar in the same market would bring the same price, if they were of 
the same quality. . 

1133. Why so, if slave labour js so much cheaper than free labour?-
Because the market price would regulate both. . 

1 134. Would not the sugar raised by s~ave labour exclude the free-labour 
sugar, if slave labour were so much cheaper1-Not while the free-labour sugar 
comes. It will, 1 believe, exclude it ultimately. If parties cannot make sugar 
by free labour upon the same terms that the slaveowner can, of course free
labour sugar will not be sent here. That is exactly why we have in Dhobah. 
suspended our ·operations. 

1135. The question assumes, that free-labour sugar and slave-labour sugar 
are sold on the same terms at the same market; it does not suppose that free
labour sugar wjll contjnue to come to market if it is to be sold at a loss, but 
it supposes that both are sold at the same price at a profit; the prices being 
the same, must not the cost of production be the same if they both continue 
to be brought into the same market ?-No. Free-labour sugar may continue 
to come till the producer finds he cannot go on any longer. 

1136. 1 am putting to you the question of sugar produced by free labour 
and slave labour, and continuing to come into the same market at the same 
price, must not the cost of production be the same ?-I should say not; the 
slaveholder may be making double the profit that the other is. We have seen 
that while .free-grown .sugar has fallen in our market slave-grown sugar has 
risen. . 

1137. Mr. Wilson.] You are quite aware that during the last few years 
a large increase has taken place in the production of sugar in Cuba and Brazil? 
-I do not know it from my own knowledge. . 

J 138. Do not you know it from your knowledge of the market here ?-l have 
:no doubt of the fact that there has been a great increase in the cultiVlltion oC 
sugar_ 

1139. Are you not aware .that during the same period a large increase of 
cultivation has taken place in the island of Java ?-I am not aware of t~ 

. quantity 
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quantity made in Java. I have never had anything to do with Java;.I think 
it very probable. 

1140 • You are not aware that the cultivation of sugar in the island of Java 
has increased more than in any other country in the world during the last 
20 years ?~No, I do not know it of my own knowledge; it is a point I have 
not directed my attention to. 

1141. You do know that the cultivation of sugar continues in Java and 
continues in Cuba ?-Yes. • • 

114:.1. And you do know that on the continent of Europe, while these 
two cultivations have continued to increase, they have been sold in the market 
relatively at the same price, according to the quality 1-1 presume so. 

1143. If the two cultivations continue to increase at the same time, it is 
evident they must each pay the producer ?-ThQ.t is not quite so evident; we 
know that parties will go on producing very often· at a loss. I myself have 
been losing some years, and yet I have gone on to produce, and am going on 
to produce (I do not know how I may go on in the West Indies) at a decided 
loss, and that for years. . 

1144. Do you think under those circumstances there being a loss, your 
production will increase in quantity I-It is very probable, for this reason; 
one would endeavour to make a larger quantity in the hope that the larger 
quantity would ease down the cost. . 

11~.S. Have you ever understood that the Duteh sugar growers in. the 
Dutch colonies have been successful 1-1 have heard that they have been. 

1146. That they have been extraordinarily successfuI?-I know nothing of 
the circumstances.. . 

1147. Is not it generally. tnderstood in the sugar market that the Dutch 
sugar growers in the Dutch colonies have been very successful cultivators ~ 
- I believe so. 

1148. YOll also understand that the Cuba and Brazil people have been suc
cessful ?-How much difference is there between the Java labourer and the 
slave in those colonies? It has generally been understood that the labourers in 
Java but very little remove, in point of pressure, from the slave labourer in 
Cuba and the Brazils; that would enable the Java producer to produce good 
sugar upon the same terms as the slave-owner in Cuba. 

1149. Java has been able to compete with Brazil and Cuba up to this period 1 
-I think I answer that question by saying, that the people are worked in Java: 
to the same extent, or nearly so, as the slave is worked in Cuba; that anSiVers 
.the question why the Java cultivation has increased. 

1150. Is it the fact that it has increased 1-1 can only answer generally that 
it has; I helieve the sugars of those two· countries do come in competition with 
each other; what is the effect upon the free-grown sugar is more than I can 
tell. 

1151• If they both go on increasing, while they come into competition in 
the same market, the fair presumption is that the cultivation answers equally 
in both places I-It is probable; but 1 can only answer that by what I have 
stated just now as to the West Indies. If a man has embarked in a concern; 
if, for example, he has a large sugar plantation in Java, and a large sum of 
money embarked in it, he will go on to prosecute the cultivation, just as I do 
in the West Indies, at a loss, because I have not cour~e to abandon the con
cern at once in which I have so much money embarked. 

1152. Are you aware that during the last ten years sugar cultivation on the 
,continent of Europe has increased very largely ?-I dare say it has. 

1153· Do you know what the cultivation of heet-root sugar in France is 
now 'I-~?, I have se~n no document to bring me to a knowledge of that fact; 
I know It IS very conSIderable, but I know they worked at a great loss not long 
~o. 

1154. You stated that what your company felt most, and which chiefly 
caused your losses during the last year, was the introduction. of slave-labour 
sugar 1-Yes. 

1155. Did not a ,considerable portion of the loss arise from the unusual 
freights you had to pay during the last year ?-No doubt a portion of it did. 

1 156. What were the freights last year I-I take the average of the freights 
for the last year at between 71. and 8 l. 

1157. What is it usually r-About 0 I. 
0·32. p 3 1158. They 
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H.. M. Kemslleatl, 1158. They were about 3/. higher than usual then ?-B,etween 21. and 3/. 
Esq. higher. . 

. :. 1 ]59. Suppose slave-grown sugar to be l'Xcluded altogether, are you aware of 
16 February 1848. the quantity of foreign sugar which has been takeD into consumption in this 

country during the last year ?-No. 
1 ]60. You do not know that it is about 50,000 tons 1-1 do not know. 
1 ] 61. Supposing the quantity of foreign sugar taken into consumption this 

last year to be 50,000 tons, and that Java produces 70,000 tons, and the neigh
bouring countries; Manilla and Siam, 30,000 more, making 100,000 together; 
do YOIl conceive, were we to admit free·labo~r sugar in preference to slave
labour sugar, while we only require 50,000 tons to make up our consumption, 
we could give a higher price for free-labour sugar than for slave-labour sugar. 
If we had 100,000 tons of sugar coming in as free sugar, while we only required 
50,000 tons to UlIlke up our entire consumption of foreign sugar, we should 
have Ii supply of 100,000 tons, while the demand was only for 50,000 ?-Yes. 

1162. In that case the other 50,000 tons must go to the Continent i-Yes. 
] ] 63. Coming in competition with the slave-labour sugar of Cuba and Brazil r 

-Yes., 
1164. Do you believe that a higher price could be maintained for the 50,000 

tons which came to this country, than for the 50,000 tons which would be 
taken to Holland or the Continent ?-We can only judge from what has taken 
place in previous years. We have found it to be so. • 

116S. What years do you allude to 1-Up to within the last two or three 
years. 

1166. Since the Sugar Bill of 1844 i-Yes. 
1167. Are you not aware that in 1845 there was a destruction of crop in 

Cuba, which reduced the crop from 300,000 tons to 100,000 tons ?-Yes. 
1168. That caused a scarcity of foreign sugar on the continent of Europe? 

-Yes. 
1 169. And that . led to a large exportation of sugars from this country 1-

Yes. 
1170. Therefore by the loss of the crop in Cuba the bonded price of sugar 

was higher on the Continent during 1845 than it was in this country?-Yes. 
1171. Consequently that year was an exception;' but now that you ,have 

300,000 tons of sugar grown in Cuba, that exception no longer continues?
That is so. 

1 '72. Are you aware that the Dutch government. ordered a number of their 
ships from Java to call at Cowes for a market this last spring ?-I am not aware 
from any knowledge I have of it myself. It is a very common thing for Dutch 
ships to call at Cowes for orders for a market. 

1173. From Javar-From anywhere. 
1174. If the bonded price of sugar in London were higher in London than 

in Rotterdam, the order of the Dutch government would be for them to come 
up to Londonr-Yes. . 

] 175. In that case the price of sugar would always be kept down in London 
to the same ).evel as it was in Rotterdam ?-Yes. . 

1176. If in Rotterdam this identical sugar brought the same price as sugar 
of the same quality from Cuba and Brazil, does not it follow that the price in 
London of this sugar would be the same as the price of Brazil in Rotterdam ?
Upon the face of it it has that appearance. 

1 177. Therefore that must establish an equality of price between the two 
places ?-Yes, it would appear so. 

1178. What 'advantage woUld you anticipate supposing we were to exclude 
slave-labour sugar, admitting free-labour sugar?-We should gain the very 
chance which has been already stated of a failure i~ the crop taking place. 
You get the chance of the failure of a crop in Cuba, and of course of the failure 
of a crop anywhere eL~e. 

1179. Suppose you have an equalization of duties, you have always ~he 
advantage of the failing of a crop in Cuba ?-Still we conceive we are runnmg 
a much greater risk by the introduction of this sugar from those two great 
countries than we were when that sugar was prohibited. 

1180. Mr. Labouchere.] Does the advantage you refer to consist in the 
chance of the failure of the crop in. any particular season at Cuba or the 

Brazils ?-
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Brazils I-No; I think Cuba and the Brazils supply more in proportion to H.M. Ktm.htai, 
their means of increased cultivation than elsewhere. Esq. 

1 I BI. As long as the foreign countries which have been considered by 
l)arliament in the light of free-labour countries export more sugar than we 16 February 1848. 
are able to consume in this country. what difference can it make to you 
whether or not there is upon the statute book a distinction between slave-
grown sugar and free-labour grown sugar 1-It certainly'would have the ap-
pearance that it could not do so, but experience has shown us that it does 
do so, and if Cuba and Brazil sugar were put out of this market to-morrow, 
you would see the practical effect follow immediately, that the price would rise_ 

I IB2. How could it rise materially I-That question is very easily answered, 
because we have the proof directly before us; immediately before the discus
sion in Parliament took place within the last fortnight a general feeling pre
vailed tbat something would be done, either in the way of a large protecting 
duty to the West Indians, or a great reduction in the duty, and consequently 
the price got up, but immediately it was found that that was not likely to be 
the case the price fell again. . 

11BS. 'Do not you think it was the expectation of a higher protecting duty 
or a more prolonged protecting duty applied to sugar the produce of the 
Briti~h colonies, against sugar produced by foreign countries, without drawing 
a distinction between free-labour and slave-labour sugar, that was the cause 
of that rise, ratlIer than any expectation that a distinction would be drawn 
between foreign slave-labour and foreign free-labour sugar ?-I do not think so. 

1184. Can you point out to the ComInittee any practical way in which tlIe 
exclusion of foreign slave-labour sugar would have the effect of raising the 
price of sugar here while we continued to admit foreign free-labour sugar, 
there being confessedly more foreign free-labour sugar exported than can be 
consumed in this country ?-I can only state the facts .• The question answers 
itself. The moment it was expected that a great difference of duty or a pro
longation of time would be granted, tlIe price rose; no doubt it rose from tlIat 
expectation, because the moment tlIat was put at rest the price got down. 

IIBS. Sir T. Bi1·ch.] Supposing we have in this country more slave·grown and 
more free-grown sugar than we want, what is to become of the surplus I-Of 
course the moment we have over production, the price will be regulated by it. 

1186. Supposing the case of there being in this country a quantity of free. 
labour sugar, and also sugar of our own colonies, which is more than we want. 
must not the surplus be exported to the Uontinent I-":Clearly. 

1187. Would not it meet their slave-grown sugar and: be sold at the same 
price ?-Of course it must be sold at the same price. . . 

1188. Mr. Villiers.] Did you s~te that you were connected with 6 slave 
colony yourself?-I am receiving consignments from a slave colony, not where. 
the slave trade is carried on. 

111lg. Do you find the invoice pIjce of the sugar you receiy'e from that colony 
to be much lower than from other colonies 1-We have nothing to do with fue 
invoice price; we receive on consignment; the proprietor ships his own sugar. 
We do not buy; he ships to us for sale. 

1 Ig0. What is the price of that sugar; is it veri much lower than the price 
of the sugar which comes from our colonies 1-It is consigned here without 
reference to the price in the island where it is made. It is consigned here to 
a merchant to obtain the highest price which can be got for it. 

1191. Do you know exactly what the cost price of that sugar is in conse
quence of its being produced by slaves r-lf the question refers to a comparison 
between that and the sugar from any British island, I can state at once that 
the cost is not by any means so great. 

1192. Are you aware tlmt the Vanish government have declared that the 
slaves shall be emancipated in their colonies I-I am. 

Ilg3. Are :you aware of the regulations they have made with a view to that 
emancipation :-They have made none that I am aware of. 

Ilg4. Are you aware of an order that the slaves shall have one day in the 
week ?-That has been long since given. 

I 195. With a \iew to their emancipation ?-When that was given, it was 
not done with a view to their emancipation,· because the question of eman
cipation is only now under discussion with the Danish government. 

1196. Tbat deprives the producer of one-sixth of the labour of the slave 1-"-
That has been done some time. . 

0.3 2• P 4 IIg7. Mr. 
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119i. Mr. M. Gibson.] Has not the exporting merchant at Santa Cruz an 
advantage over the exporting merchant at Jamaica, in sending sugar to the 
United Kingdom, inasmuch as he can choose whether he will employ a Danish 
ship or a British ship in the one case, whereas he is confinrd to a British ship 
in the other ?-I do not think that makes any considerable difference. If it 
were open to Jamaica to export in any ship, it might make some little differ

,ence, but to what extent it is impossible for me to say. The 'cost of putting 
sugar on bOlU'd ship is so considerable in Jamaica, that I do not think the 'rate 
of freight can be greatly reduced from what it is at present, whether in a British 
ship or a foreign ship. 

1198. Do not you think that the exclusion of foreign ships from conveYing 
cargoes to the United Kingdom raises the rate of freights ?-I c4nnot say 'that 
it has not some effect; to what extent would be very doubtful, or how far 
foreign ships would come in competition with British ships in Jamaica. 

1 J 99. As a matter of fact, when you export from Santa Cruz to England, 
you have two ships to choose from, whereas you are confined to one when you 
export from Jamaica?-Yes. , 

,1200. Mr. Miles.] Suppose a foreign ship to be allowed to go to "Jamaica, 
would the foreign ship consent to pay droggerage at a reduced rate ?-It is 
impossible for me to answer a question of that kind; the foreign ship must 
submit, if she is prepared to take a lower freight, to pay droggerage. If a foreign 
ship can work at a lower cost than a British ship, of course by so much lower 
as she can work than the British ship she would be ready to enter into 
a charter to take sugars from Jamaica. If i.t costs a British ship, in a voyage 
to Jamaica and back 1,500 l., and it costs a Danish ship 1,000 I., there would 
be that difference. 

1201. Mr. Moffatt.] You are not growers, but manufacturers of sugar r-
We are manufacturers. ' 

1202. As' manufacturers, of course the cost of the raw material greatly 
influences the cost of your manufacture of the article ?-No doubt of it. 

1203. Will you be good enough to state what was the average cost of the 
',raw material in the years for which you have stated YOUf profits and losses 1-
I have not the' cost of the raw material; I have only the cost to us when. 
manufactured. . 

1204. Can you state per hundredweight what was the cost of the raw 
material in the respective years of which you have spoken ?-No; I am not pre-
pared to answer that question. , . 

J 205. You are not able to give the, Committee any information as to the 
cost of the crude sugar from which you manufactured ?-N'o. 

1200. Have there been any material variations in the price of the raw 
material ?-The question.involves two points; if I were simply to leave out OUf' 
own charge for manufacture, I might lie able to give some information; but 
the question also involves another consideration: one hundredweight of raw 
material would make so small a: quantity of manufactured sugar, that it would 

,probably double the price of the raw material, independently of our expense of 
. manufacture~ We estimate the raw material as averaging something like (it 
has been as low as 25 per cent.) from 45 to 50 per cent. the low quality; the 
better qualities of sugar have been something like 60 per cent. 

1207. Can you state what has been the variation in the price of the goor 
sugar which you have bought, from which you have manufactured YOUf sugar' 
in the several years touching which you have given evidence ?-No, I cannot 
for successive years., ' 

1208. Has there been any material alteration, in the cost price of your raw 
material i'-I think not within the last fj.ve or six years, not any particular 
variation. The cost in 1845, I think, was as near what it has been during 1847 
as can be. 

1209. ,There has been but little variation from the time of your first com
mencing ?-I cannot go back quite so far. I think since 1840 and 1841 there 
has been no great deal of variation. . 

12. J o. There has been no great variation in the price of the crude sugar 
from which you have manufactured your sugar 1-1 think not. 

·1 211. Can you tell the Committee what was the cost price of sugar in India 
in the year 183D.?-No, that was before I had anything to do with it. 
·1212. Are you cognizant of what it was in 1839 ?-I can state what our 
average cost was in 1839. 

1213. That 
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1213. That would include all charges; but can you tell what was the cost 
price of the crude material in 1839 ?-No. . 

\214. What are the salaries you pay in India ?-They vary from the lowest 
clerk up to the highest. I think the head person has about 700 I. a year: the 
salaries drop down to about 1001.; they range from 1001. to 700 I. a year: 50 
rupees a month we pay for the lower assistants, and five or six hundred for 
others. 

1215. Are you aware what was the average price .of Bengal sugar for 20 
years prior to your going' to India 1-' !lro; 1 ha,e no memoranda of anything 
connected with India till after our commencing operations. 

1216. You had no experience of the prices which were ruling in India pJ't'-o 
viously to 1839, and your belief is that subsequently to 1839 the prices of 
crude Bugar have Dot materially altered ?-Not a great deaL 

1217. You stated in your evidence that the great depreciation and great loss 
you suffered in 1847 was by reason of the introduction of slave·grown sugar? 
-That is our impression. 

IS 18. Are you cognizant of the quantities of slave-grown. sugar imported in 
1846 I·-No; I believe it is stated in the published documents. . 

li1g. Are you aware whether it was a large or a small quantity that was 
imported in 1846?-1 should say the quantity of slave-grown sugar imported 
in 1846 would not be very large, because the Cuba and Brazil sugar could 
only come in British ships, and there were not a great many British ships 
trading there at that time, but in 1847 it has been very large. 

1220. Assuming that there was not more than 5,000 tons of foreign slave
grown sugar imported in 1846, would you thipk that that was sufficient cause 
to account for the enormous loss of 70,000 t. r-' I did not say we suffered that 
loss in 1846; we suffered that loss in 1847. I stated, in answer to a former 
question, that the loss of 1846 did not arise so much from the competition of 
slave sugar as it did from our having paid an excessive price- in India. The 
average price which we paid in India for that crop was higher than at any 
previous period, and higher than it ought to have been, from some cause or 
other connected with our agents, which we were not very well satisfied with. 

1221. Mr. Villiers.] Can you state the cause of that excessive price in 
India ?-We have not been able to discover why we paid so large a price, but· 
we believe it arose greatly from the raw material not being equal to what it 
ought to have been, looking to the price which we paid. 

1222. Mr. Miles.] There was, last year, a great increase in the cost price in 
India, was not there ?-In 1846 there was, and to that I attribute greatly 
the loss of the 40,0001.; but not that from which we are now suffering, the 
70,000 I. ' 

J 223. That loss is not yet realized, you say ?-No, it is not. 
1224. Mr. Hope.] Your loss arises from two causes; namely. the increase of 

price in India in 1846, and the decrease of price in England in 1847 ?-The 
loss upon tbe crop of 1846, which is sold chiefly in 1847, I attribute greatly to 
our having paid, from some cause or othery more for the raw material than we 
ought to have done. It was of an inferior quality, our agents having paid 
a higher price for it. No doubt some fall taking place in the market, assisted 
to swell that loss. The crop of 1847, which is now arriving and being sold, 
and a considerable portion of which has been sold, .does not partake of the 
same difficulty. We had bought to the best possible advantage; therefore the 
whole loss is attributable to the fall in tlle market here, except the difference 
of the rate of freight. Therefore we 'attribute a loss of 70,000 I., which we 
estimate we shall suffer; first to the exeess of freight, which probably upon our 
large quantity might make a difference of 15,000/. or 16,000/, and the re
mainder to the great fall in the price. 

1225. Your estimate is founded on the supposition that the price ruling at 
the present moment will continue to rule?-Yes. 

1226. In the event of a fw·ther fall of price, your loss will be greater 1-To 
the extent of the fall, so much greater will be -our loss. If the price rise, we. 
6hall come out with IE'sS loss. 

1227. That which is now 68., may fall to as. in July; have you taken. that 
into account1-We expect to realize the greater proportion before July. 

1228. Mr. Mile8.) You include all charges and costs to the company in your 
loss 1-· Yes; which are exceedingly small. 

0·32. Q J :J2g. l\1r. 

'H. 111. K tmu.",tl, 
Esq. 
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H. M. K-..A .. tl, 1229. Mr. Villi" •. ] You have suspended operations at present, have you 
Esq. not ?-Yes; we have let a part of our works temporarily; for e few months. . 

1230. Do you expect that there will be much less sugar exported from .the 
l6 Ftb ••• ..,. ,848. East Indies for the year 1849 ?-I should say so. 

1231. That will affect the price here. and raise it 1-0f course 1 can only 
give an individual opinion; I cannot help thinking the price must rise COIl

siderably, because I do not think it can come from the West Indies, and ill tb., 
East I believe all the factories will cease, and therefore what comes will be of 
the same. character that used to come years ago. 

1232. Chairman.] You were asked whether the price of the production in 
Cuba and the slave-growing colonies must not be the same as the price in the 
Dutch and free-labour colonies, otherwise how was it that both su~ars could be 
sold at the same price in the British market. Is not the answer to that, that 
one man may perhaps sell at a very good profit, another at a les8 profit, and i 
third at a great loss ?-No doubt about it. 
o 1233. Is not it the fact that slave-grown sugar rose five per cent. in price in 
January 1847, as compared with January 1846,_ while British colonial sugar 
fell 28 per cent. ? -I am not prepared to state as to the difference of price bu t 
speaking off hand, 1 should have no hesitation in saying that that is my b~lief; 
I have not examined so minutely as to give the correct amount, but I can speak 
with positive certainty as to the rise in slave-grown sugar, and undoubtedly a 
very great fall in British plantation. . 

1 '234. Is it not a fact that the price of slave-grown sugar in bond in 1845 
was lower in London than the price of free-grown foreign sugar ?-I should 
say decidedly so. . 

123,'). Mr. Mile •. ] Are you aware what quantity of free-labour foreign sugar 
there is in the country at this time ?-No, I am not. . 
.. 1236. Chairman.] You said that you were led by the pledges and votes of 
Members of Parliament to believe that slave-grown sugar would continue to 
be excluded, or that at all events you would not be subjected to this compe
tition. You were asked whether you had attended to the opinions expressed 
by the leading advocates of free trade. Did not the commercial interests of 
this country look to the Government of the day, rather than to other leaders, 
however much distinguished they might be at that time, and more so after
wards ?-We are quite aware in the commercial world, as everybody else must 
be, that there must be parties holding various opinions upon the subject of 

. free trade or otherwise; but we had looked of late years. to Sir Robert Peel as 
the mainstay upon subjects of this kind. The sugar question having been a 
very curious one, and having displaced one or two Governments, we had always 
felt satisfied that he would nol be a party to the admission of slave-grown 
sugar, not upon free-trade principles; but the fact of its being connected with 
~lavery satisfied us he would not be a party to it; and I believe I speak gene
rally the feelings of a vast body of merchants in expressing the confidence they 
felt, that if Sir Robert Peel did not consent to it, the question was not likely 
to be carried. Therefore we had yielded ourselves to a feeling of tolerable 
certainty upon the matter; and I think we were justified in it, because if I rt'col
lect rightly, 'when Sir Robert Peel gave his vote, he expressed himself to the 
Ilffect that he voted against his own conscience upon the subject, but that it 
was a matter of necessity; that the Government would have to go out if he did 
not; I am correct, I think, in that. Therefore we have some ground for enter
taining those views. 

12;3 7. Supposing the other party came into power, what was the worst that 
you expected at that time ?-' Lord John Russell, in the discussions of the pre
nous year, took a limit, if I recollect right. of about 12 •• 

1238. Mr. Villiers.] You are not ar.quainted with any documents that were 
put forth by the East India body, or those who represented East India interests~ 
before the equalization of East and West India duties, stating that they 
were perfectly ready to engage in competition with foreign countries pro· 
ducing sugar by free labour ?-I dare say it might be so, but I cannot answer 
from my own knowledge; I did not take any part in the discussions of those 
days. 
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JoVis, 17° die Februari;, 1848. 

Lo.,1 George Bentinck. 
Sir Thomas Birch. 
Si. E,lwBrd Buxton. 
Mr. Hopp. 
Lord George MaDne ••• 

HEMS&I\!! PIIESENT. 

Mr. Matheson. 
Mr. Philip Mile •• 
Mr. Mnff.tt. 
Mr. Villier •. 

LORD GEORGE BENTINCK,IN THE CHAIR. 

Henry' St. George Tucker, Esq., called in; and Examined. 

, 12.39. Chairmall.] 'YOU are Chairman of the East India Company ?-I am Htnry 81. George 
at present. , Tuck ... , J,:sq. 

J 240. Are you able to state to the (',omlJlittee the annual amounts for the 17 FebruafJ 1848• 
last few years of remittances from India to England, on account of the Govern-
ment, and as far' as you are able to estimate on private account ?-I cannot 
undertake to say exactly the amount on private account, but our remittances 
in the two modes which we have had occasion. to resort to, one by drawing 
upon India, and the otber by remitting from India, on bills purchased on hypothe-
cation, we estimate at about 3,700,000 I. It is an increasing ,quantity, I am 
sorry to say, because our home charge is perpetually increasing. When I say 
our home charge, I mean our charge and disbursements, because ,there is a 
difference between charge and disburse!p.ent: charge is gone for ever; dis-
bursement is probably only an advance. For instance, the purchase of lIlilitHry 
stores and other articles of export to India, wbich afterwards go into the Indian 
charge; Hut the total amount of disbursements, including charge for which a 
remittance is l'equired from India (or what we consider ,the political debt or 
tribute), amounts at present to about 3,700,000 I. 
, 1241. As far as you can estimate, or rather guess, what should you imagine 
would be the annual remittances from the savings and profits of individuals ?-
1 estimate the private tribute at about 500,000 I. With the· permission of 
the Committee, I win deliver in a rough sketch of the Remittance Account 
between India and the mother country. 

. r The same VIas deliveTed in, and i8 as follows:] 

DBCLAB!lD VALUB in India of the following Articles ImpOited from I1IdUl into England, from 
. Bengal and Bombay fol' 1844-45, and from M,adra,s for _1843~4. ' 

ABTIOLB. BUNG J.L, MADIlA.S, B o. iI A.Y, 
1844-45. 1843~4. 1844-45. 

Co.'. Rs. Co,'. Rs. Co.'. &. 

Indigo - - - - - 1,78,64,896 28,78,623 19,481 

surr - - - - - 1,44,94,076 3,14,122 . 26,102 
Sil - - - • - 86,9:>,182 4,813 70,498 
Saltpetre - - - - 20,70,702 84,408 737 
Cotton - - - - - 13,350 2.14,376 65.60,770 
MisceUnneous - - - - 99,78,538 10,ll,779 62,82,792 

, 
Total - - Co' .. &. 5,26,16,744 46,08,121 1,19,60,380 

N.B.-The imports into Ihe Continent and America I cannot ascertain. 
0.32 • Q :I Imports 
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Htflry 81. Gmp 
TUdn, EscJ. Imports from India into En~land, say - -

In Tea from China, paid for 10 Opium ehiefly -

Rs. 
6,90,00,000 
3,10,00,000 

17 February 1s.B. 
Estimated exports from I"dia to England and China - - R .. 

Im:t:::p!nto !ndia_ from_the ~nite~ Ki~gdo~ an~ 
Political tribute - - - - - - -
Private fortunes remitted one year with another, 

say -

or £. 

Rs. 6,62,00,000 
3,70.00,000 

60,00,000 

-10,00,00,000 

10,000,000 

10,80,00,000 or t. 10,800,000 

Excess of Debt incurred by India - - £. 800,000 

1242. It appears that from Bengal there are drawn by consignments of 
sugars, accoriling to this Return, about 1,450,000 I. ? - I believe the statement 
to be correct. 

1243: And from Madras about 31,000 I., and from Bombay about 2,600 I. ? 
_. Bombay has not the privilege of importing sugar into this country at the 
lower rate of duty. I believe Bengal does not import sugar, and it comes 
under the provisions of the law which admit favourably sugars produced in 
our own territory, which, I hope, will always be considered as British territory. 

1 !l44. If any circumstances were to arise to annihilate, or very much to 
diminish, this export of sugar, how would India in that case be enabled to make 
up this deficiency, which appears to amount to a million and a half a year ?
India can only pay the tribute, the political and private debt, by means of her 
commerce. India must first pay for what she receives, for the exports from 
this and other countries, chiefly from Great Britain, for there is little import 
now either from America or the continent of Europe. I have a statement of 
the Indian imports, showing the amount in value of the imports, exclusive of 
treasure, into India from Europe, Amelica, and China, for the year 1843-44. 
The China account it will be as well to consider separately; China is one of 
the great channels of our remittance to this countty. This account I will 
deliver in. 

(The same was defivered in, and is as follows :] 

AMOUNT in Value of IMPORTS (exclusive of Treasure) into India, from Eur0p4, Amwicll, 
and China, for the Year IS43-44.· 

" , 

IMPORTED PROll 

• 
U 
F 
P 
D 

uited Kiugdom 
ranee - -
ortugal - -
ortdrecbt -

----
Total into Bengal-

U 
F 
P 

nited Kingdom 
ranee - -

.ortugal - -
, 

---
.\ Total illto Madras -

- "- -- - -- - -- - -
- Co.'. R •• 

- - -- - -- - -
- Co.', R4~ . 

-=--J RORTH 
CRIKA. 

AIIBBle.&. 

Bengal • 

Co.', R .. Co.', R,. Co.'. R.s. 
3,55,01,076 7,67,033 S,16,255 

19,09,267 - -
1,15,10S - .-

16,818 - --
3,75,4.1,288 7,67,033 8,16,266 • 

Madras. 

38,31,657 66,997 1,42,706 
1,73,702 - -

809 - --
40,05,868 66,1197 1,42,706 

\. 

• Th~ ove A .... unt ia for the year 1843-44, that being the latest year lor which Aeeounta from .u the 'p~~Dci" bave been received. 
", 
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BUROPa. NORTH 
AIIBRICA. 

CB I If A. 
H",ry 81. George 

Tuc,m., Eoq. 

IIIPORTIID "ROil 
17 February 1848. 

Bombay. 

Co.'. R •. Co.', Rs. Co.' .. lU. 
United Kingdom - - - - 2,41,40,858 11,483 64,31,887 
France - - - - - - •• 2,41,422 - -
Hamburgh - - - - - . 2,90,508 - -
Austria - - - - - - 41,222 - ---

Total into Bombay - Co.'. R •• 2,47,14,010 9,483 54,31,887 

TOTAL: Bengal, Madras, and} 
Bombay - - - -

6,62,61,146 I 8,33,513 63,89,947 

1 ~45. You said that China was one of the great channels of remittance to 
this country; will you explain how that takes place r-We export in opium and 
cotton to China about three million~ annually. it is a varying quantity, for the 
opium sells at different prices in different years; last year the remittance for 
opium was very large; the price was high; the quantity was large, and I think 
it amounted to about 3,000,0001. We receive from China very little indeed. 
not, I think, much exceeding 100,000 I.; so that China owes us, and eventually 
Great Britain, nearly 3,000,000 I. That is one great resource for paying our 
tribute to this colintry; bills are purchased from us here, and sent to China. 
where they are negotiated for the purchase of tea (the bills are drawn upon 
Calcutta). The holders of tea probably purcbase their opium by the same 
bills, and remit the bills to Calcutta, so that it discharges the two accounts 
between the countries; virtually the opium purchases tea. 

1246. That pays the tribute of India to England ?-It was one transaction 
with us when we had the trade in our own hands. We purchased the tea. 
Now it has passed into other bands, the British merchant takes a bill from us 
upon Calcutta; with that bill he purchases tea, and the proprietor of the tea 
(that is China) purchases opium; China sells tea. China purchasea opium, 
and the bill is remitted to Calcutta in payment. 

1247. Is the export of rice or grain, as it is usually called, from India to the 
Mauritius, another indirect means of remittance to England, through Mauri
tius ?-W II shall get a small remittance just now through this channel, because 
we have been ordered to send 30,000 bags of rice to the Mauritius, and the 
Government must pay us by bills upon the Treasury of this country; SO 'far it 
gives us, to the extent of the value of the rice, a remittance to this country. 

1248. Under ordinary circumstances, does it not, through the means of 
Mauritius sugar, and by the export of Indian rice to the Mauritius, give ameans 
of payment by India r-Unquestionably; the sugar grower at the Mauritius 
is a purchaser of rice; he pays for it in sugar to be sent to this country, upon 
which he draws. 

124!1. Has not the annual export of rice to the Mauritius got up now to 
about 200,000/. a year?-Fifteen lacs of rupees is what we f'gtimate to send; 
that is about 150,000 I. 

1250. Has it not increased this last year ?-It depends upon the demand 
under particular circumstances; but wh\Lt we estimate to send this y~ 
amounts to 15 lacs of rupees, 150,000 I. 

1251. What would be the position of India if those means of remittance 
through the Mauritius and direct to England. by means of Bengal and Madras 
grown sugars, were to be anl)ibilated or very much diminished 1-lt would 
strike off a million and a half at least, I should think. You must either strike 
a million and a half off our tribute, or find some other means of remittance. 
which 1 am afraid it would be extremely difficult to find. Indigo is our first 
article, and next to that sugar, that is, if you except opium. which operates 
indirectly; opium just now produces, perhaps, as much as indigo. 

1252. Indigo appl'af8 to have been in the proportion of 1,700,000 l. to 
1,400,0001. of sugar ?-It is a larger item than sugar. I have heretofore looked 
to indigo as tile first article. . 

0·3;/. Q 3 '''53. And 
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Henry Sf. Georg. 1253. And sugar next :-Sugar is a more promising article than indigo, 
Tu.k<r, &q. because the production of sugar increases' with the increasing co' -...... otion 

. in this country; indigo is limited to a certain quantity. We can pr'. .... 
17 February 1848• indigo than we can sell with advantage, and there was an attempt m .... 

Bengal some years ago to limit the production. . .. 
1254- In former times India paid her tribute, in a great measure, through 

her cotton manufactures?-Yes; we had an export of about 3,000,000 I. of 
cotton manufactures, and you have reversed the case; now, India imports 
largely. . .. 

1255. So that, on the item of cottons, IndIa IS worse off than she was by 
six millions sterling a year ?-Not so much, perhaps, as six millions, because 
the imports of cottons, even with the former exports, cannot, I think, ha\"8 
.aD1ounted to that sum; but whatever the amount may be, India is so far a loser. 

1256. Is not the export of British cotton manufactures to India, including 
twist, about 3,000,000 I. ?-I believe it is. 

1257. India looks forward to be compensated for this great loss by turning 
its attention to the cultivation of sugar 1-That is one of the principal article.8, 
and one of the most promising, because we have territory and population suffi
cient to produce sugar to almost any given extent, if there be only a demand 
at remunerating prices. 

1258. Sugar has nevl'r been exported from Bengal at a very low price 1-
1 have seen no document to 'show that the price in Calcutta has falIen below 
eight rupees a maund. 

1259. Have you not given your attention specially to sugar for nearly 40 
years ?-Yes; but 1 do not mean to say that I have given it specially to that 
object. It was one of the subjects that attracted my attention, just as cotton 
has attracted my attention as a subject interesting to India. But I, as a very 
young man, ~ook an interest in this particular question, as well as in cotton. 

1260. In Sir Thomas Munro's time, did you not remonstrate against his 
endeavours to increase the revenues of India by levying an enhanced land·tax 
upon sugar lands 1-1 must not appropriate. the merit of such opposition to 
myself individually; but in the Court of Directors 1 advocated principles quite 
adverse to those of Sir Thomas Munro. This little work contains that advocacy· 
(producing a pamphlet). For the last 22 years I have been a member of the 
Court of Directors, but previously to that I wrote this little work, in which I 
endeavoured to controvert the principles of Sir Thomas Munro. 

1261. Sir Thomas Munro p~rsisted in his policy, and he raised the taxes 
.upon those lands devoted to the cultivation of sugar ?-Sir Thomas l\lunro's 
plan was to obtain as much revenue from the country as possible; and he 
assessed different articles of produce according to his idea of their probable 
value. He raised the assessment upon articles which were expected to be very 
productive. Whether he. succeeded, or failed in that, [ will not undertake to 
say; because a reduction of the produce may have taken place from other 
causes i but certainly, in consequence of this assesslDent upon sugar, I tbink a 
very great check and discouragement was given to the cultivation of the article 
in the Madras territory. . . ' 

1262. Did ilot a great portion of the sugar lands which were in cultivation 
before the enhanced assessment was levied, in fact, go out of the cultivation of 
sugar i-Yes, I think so. They probably resorted to some other article paying 
a lighter tax. . 

1263. And at a later period that enhanced levy upon sugar lands was 
repealed 1-The orders of the Court of Directors now are to assess those lands 
which are not under permanent settlement, or under leases for a long term of 
years, at their estimated value, without reference to the article to be produced. 
The occupiers choose their own cultivation. 

1264. Have the lands returned in consequence to sugar cultivation ?-That 
1 cannot say as to Madras i but we have very extensive sugar cultivation in 
Bengal; Madras does not export much at present, I believe. 

1265. Bengal, so long as it was subject to a disadvantage of 88. per bllndred. 
weight in the differential duty between East India and colonial sugar, was not 
able to export any large quantities of sugar i-The statements will show that 
there has been a progressive increase, and that increase now would goon most 
rapidly. In a district which was under one of my sons, the district of Azim
ghur, the produce in sugar alone amounted to 20 lacs of rupees, or 200,0~;~ 
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The district of Goruckpore has increased its revenue, I believe, about one-half, 
not altogether from the production of sugar, but that is one of the articles 
·which has afforded the meanK of raising our revenue. 

J 1166. Is it not the fact that the export of sugar from Calcutta, up to the year 
1836, did not exceed from 5,006 to 7,000 tons of sugar a year ?-In 1836-37 
the exportation from Bengal to the United Kingdom was I believe 13,600 tons. 
. 1267 • And the great increase which has taken place since has arisen entirely 
from the circumstance that India has been relieved from a disadvantage of 8 s. 
per hundredweight in price ?-I will·rlot say entirely, becaUSE! freights have been 
much lower. . 

1268. Have they since 1836 r-Yes; I think since 1836 they have been lower 
than they were at a more remote period; the interest of money has also been 
lower. I mean to say that I cannot attribute it solely and exclusively to the 
equalization of the duty, but that has been a vast encouragement to it. 
. 1269. The export of sugar took a great start from the moment that its 

position was improved to the amount of 8 s. a hundredweight ?-Yes; there is 
110 doubt that that was a great encouragement to the production and exporta
tion of sugar. I havt' an account of the quantity of sugar which goes back to 

.1833, and a statement showing the prices of· sugar at Calcutta from January 
1845 to July 1846. 

[The same were delivered in, and are as follows :] 

QUANTITIES of SUGAR Imported into the United Kingdom from the East India 
Company's Territories, from 1833 to 1846. 

Cwt. Cwt. 
1833 - - 111,731 1840 - 482,822 
1834 - 76,613 1841 - - 1,239,737 
1835 - - 100,866 1842 - 940,452 
1836 . - 162,166 1843 - - 1,102,176 
1837 - - 296,657 1844 - - 1,101,261 
1838 - - 428,854 1845 - - 1,337,462 
1839 -. - 618,487 1846 - - 1,425,114 

Bazaar Maund, 821bs. 

Extract, Calcutta Exchange· Price Current. 

PRICES PRICEY - IN RUPBES. IN RUPBBS. 

2 January - 1846 11 6 a' 11 12 2 July - - 1846 ' 10 4 a' 10 ·9 
.6 February - - 11 12 

" 
12 4 6 AuguRt - - 10 8 10 13 II 

6 March - - 11 12 II 12 8 3 September - - 10 12 11 4 II 

3 Uril - - - 11 4 
" 

11 10 1 October - "'- 10 8 10 ~4 II 
8 8y - . - 11 10 

" 
12 12 (I November - - 10 2 10 8 II 

·11 June - - 12 - " 
12 10 3 December - - 9 14 10 8 

11 July - " - ... 12 - " 
12 8 7 January ·7 August - - 12 2 12 10 - 1847 10 - " 

10 9 
II 4 February ;4 September 12 4 12 10 - - 9 14 II 10 4 - - " 4 March - - 9 12 10 4 2 October - - III 8 
" 

18 - 1 April- " 
6 November - - 10 - 10 8 - - 12 12 

" 
13 4 6 May-

II 

'4 December 18 6 13 12 - - -- - " 3 June -. - - 9 10 9 14 
1 January 

II - 1846 13 - .. 13 6 1, July - - - 9 6 9 12 
6 February " - - 12 14 

" 
13 6 :I August - - 8 14 9 II II 

Ii March - - - 2 September - - 8 10 9 -
t ~ril 

II - - - - ., October - - 8 13 9 8 II 
., ay - - - - 4 November - - II \I 9 10· 
• June 

II - - - 11 - " 'II 6 2 December - - 9 - 9 8 II 

£. B. d. 
At 9 rupees per maund 1 3 6 per cwt. 
II 10 ditto- ditto 1 6 1 t . II 

" 11 ditto - ditto 1 9 2t 
.. 12 ditto ditto " - 1 11 "I " 

0·32. Q4 12io. It 

Henry 81. George 
- 7'"d", Esq. 
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Hera,., &. c-g. 1270. It appears that up to the year 1835 there was only 4,500 tons f'xporte d 
T""'-, Eoq. to Great Britain. it having been, in 1834, 3,800 tons, and in J 833, 5,500 tons; 

and from 1836, when the sugar was put into a better position with respect 
17 February 18+8. to the duty, it made a great spring, and had in 1846 risen up to 70,000 t!>n& ? 

-Yell, the reduction of the duty unquestionably gal"e a great impetus to it. 
1271. Did not Mr. Colebrooke make a speculatiou that sugar could be pro

duced at so low a price that it might be sold in Calcutta at six rupees the 
maund r-He calculated that the gour or inspissated juice of the cane would cost 
on the spot only 5 8. a hundredweight; but there are a vast number of chargtts 
'tpon it before it could reach Calcutta, the port of export; it passes througb 
various hands, it has a long journey by land, and also a tedious and long navi
gation by water. Agency, European in particular, is very expensive in India, 
and I do not recollect ever to have known sugar in l:a1cutta below eight 
rupees B maund; it has varied from eight to twelve rupees; I think those 
are the usual prices. Mr. Colebrooke in this work estimates the Calcutta price 
at six siCCB rupees. A sicca rupee is 6 1 per cent. better than the p~sent 
rupee, the Company's rupee, so that six sicca rupees may be considered to have 
represented 15 II. 

1272. Was that goud-No; that was the muscovado sugar, brought down 
in bags to Calcutta. 

1273. A low quality of muscovado ?-Of course there are different qualities, 
bearing different prices; he no doubt took a sort of average, taking the Benares 
sugar, which undergoes some little process, not of actual refining, but still of 
separating from it the impurities of the molasses; it is a dry sugar packed in 
bags, not in bogsheads like the West India sugar. 

I 'J.74. According to that estimate it may be presumed that that sugar could 
not be exported from India at a lower price in Londonthan 25 s. a hundred
weight ;-1 should think not. 

127.5. Mr. Moffatt.] In what year was that estimate made ?-The wQJ'k was 
written in 1794; it. was not published till 10 years afterwards. It is Mr. 
Colebrooke's work on the Husbandry of India. 

t:.!j6. Chairman.] You have given in here the Calcutta prices of sugar from 
January 1845 to July the 2d, 1846; the lowest price is from eight rupees ten 
annas to nine rupees per maund ?-Yes, the factory maund of 76 pounds; the 
bazaar maund is of 82 sicca weight the seer. 

1277. The lowest price here being something less than nine rupees, that is 
188., that is equivalent to 24 8. a hundredweight for sugar in Calcutta. It may 
therefore be presumed, that it would be totally impossible for the export of sugar 
to be continued from Calcutta at the present prices r-l will not undertake to answer 
for the future, but for the past I can say that I do not recollect to have known 
sugar to be under those rates, eight rupees ten annas, or 188. But the sub
sequent charges may vary; they depend upon the rate of freight, upon the 
insurance, interest of money. and other charges, and. agency, so that I could 
not undertake to say what is the minimum cost in this country which would 
yield a remunerating price, because some of the items which enter into the 
cost are fluctuating. . 

1278. But as that price is above the price of the London market now, of 
course it is clear that the exportation could not be continued 1-We have 
evidence enough, I am sorry to say, that the sugar imported from India in this 
last year has not yielded remunerating prices; our bills have been protested ; 
we tl?ok bills at a valuation of three-fourths of the Calcutta .selling price, and 
those bills have in many instances, I am sorry to say, been protested, so 
that I am afraid it may not yield even three-fourths of the value assigned to it 
in Calcutta. . 

1279- And of course unless the sugar yields in England the price assigned 
to it in Calcutta, it cannot continue to be exported ?-I am afraid not; of course 
no trade can long continue unless it yields remunerating prices. 

] 280. The trade in sugar may be continued, and probably will be oontinued 
for the next six or twelve 1I)0nths to come, though at a very great loss, for this 
reason, that the sugar has been provided and it must be sent, whether at a loss 
or at a profit ?-That is one reason for our advancing upon hypothecation, that 
it requires two capitals, one for the article sent to this country for sale, and the 
other for carrying on the purchases in the ensuing year. Of course those who 
have been speculating upon .the prices which took place I\ot long ago would 

. have 
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have earned on their transactions; some of them have established· factories 
which they cannot abandon at once, and it is to be hoped that the present sta~ 
of things is not to continue; we trust that the sugar will obtain remunerating 
prices;' but unlf'.ss it do so at ~n ear~y period, of course the ,cu,Itivation ","oull'
.be materially .reduced. 

1281. What hope do you see of sugar obtaining 8 better price than it does 
now under the present laws :-It would 1;>e presumptuous in me to. engage ~ 
.8 que~ioll which has been so much agitated in this ,country; I wish to see our 
SU!;1Il" and every other article of donltl!stic industry protected, and whey. I say 
.. domestic industry" I include ~ndi!1 and 0\11" ,colonies as integral Parts of the 
.British Empire. . 

128:2. A~ {ar as your experience .goes, ,do you ,know any example in the his
,tory of India pf sugar having been e"porte~ .to England when the prices in 
.ElIgland .were as low as they are now r-I .ca.nnot undertake to answer that 
.question, because I have Ilot traced the trade-book for a long series of years; the 
test answer to that question will be the statements which show how'far there 
,was an.importation at different periods. ' . 
. 1283. But the great importation from ,Indi~ has arisen out of high prices for 
.sugar in Engll\lld ?-Out of remun!lrating prices. . 

1284. The ,result of your best consideration of the subject is, that at present 
,prices, that exportation 'must very m~ch f~ off, if .iL be, notaltoget~er anni
hilated ?-Mel'chants cannot go on Importing sugar or any other artIcle for a 
continuance at ~ loss; I believe the importations of ~his last year will have heen 
made at a loss. . 

12115. Is the revenue of India equal to its expenditure ?-We have had, for 
8 great number of years, a large deficit, in consequence of our havingbet:n 
engaged in expensive wars; but the nobleman who ha.s lately. peen at the heal'
of our Government in India has made large militru:y reductions, and 1 hope 
that in the next year, 1848-49, our revenue and expenditure will be equalized. 
We have at different periods raised a large surpl)ls in India beyond. the home 
charge; after paying all our charges in India and providing for the h'ome charge, 
we h .. ve obtained a surplus revenue; for many years past there has heen Ii 
dt'ficit, in consequence of the ,different wars in which we have pellD engaged, 

. but we must look to a surplus, and we do look to Ii surplus. . . 
1286. Mr. Moffatt.] With regsrdto the importation of Bengal sugar, wer.e 

not the East India Company priginally tb.e importers of that article themselves 
, to this country:-We did not import much sugar; it was taken as dead weight 
to a certaiu extent, but it was not Olj.e of the articles to which the East India 
Company looked particularly for a remittance.· , . 

1287. It appears by the official returns that there was imported 13,00P or 
14,000 tons annually i-Sugar and saltpetre constituted the dead weight IIf Q'l-r 
ships; hut it (sugar) was not an important article of import with the East 

,India Company. 
1288. Can you state what were the prices which the Company Qbtained for 

the Benares sugar ill this country 1-1\'ithout referellce to d.ocuments 1 could 
,not undertake to _ say, but it was not looked· to ,as a main article of remit
tance. . Our cargoes were light goods in general, but we required a certain 
quantity of dead weight, and sugar and saltpetre. were brQught as dead weight; 
the rate of freight was very high, particularly during the war .. In this work of 
Mr. Colebrooke's it is estimated at 151. and 22/. per ton; now It is only 51. Of 61 . 

. 1289. You have . stated Ii calculation of Mr. Colebrooke's in 1794; have yQU 
any more recent calculation with regard to the cost at .which sugar can be 
exported from India 1-.1 have no doubt that. we can, by reference to our re
cords, obtain more recent information; but I could not underta.ke to say just 
now what the cost of sugar is in any particular district; it may vary very much 
in different districts, anu no doubt does. . 

1290. Have you any practical knowledge of the I;u1tivation or manufacture 
of sugar in India :-1 have never been a cultivator or manufacturer; l.have 

. only bl.'Cn a looker on. . 
1 ~91. Are you aware what the price of crude sugar WIIS prior to 1840 ?-

No,l cannot undertake to say. . 
1292. You are not aware.of any m,\terial Iluctuat\ons between one time and 

the other 1-l'i 0 

1293. You stated that there was a large portion of the lands in the presi-
\1.32. R de/lCY 
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JJ.nry St. Georg. dency of Madras which were formerly under cultivation of sugar, but that in 
1· .... Esq. consequence of some internal regulations they were thrown out of the cultiva

tion of sugar ?-'1bat I have reason to believe, but they may have been.thrown 
" February 1848. out of sugar cultivation from other causes; other more productive articles, 

or other articles which the cultivators may have preferred, may have been 
substituted; but my belief is that it was the high rate of assessment which 
checked and reduced the cultivation of sugar. 

1294. At the period to which you allude, did the presidency of Madras 
export sugar ?-I believe not. 

1295. You were asked whether, when India relinquished its home manufac- . 
ture of cotton and took the cottons of this country; it did not look forward to 
be compensated for the loss of its cotton manufactures by the cultivation of 
sugar;' was not the great influencing cause of their buying the cottons of Ihis 
country thllt they.nbtained a cheaper or a better article than they could manu
facture for themselves ?-Not a better, but a cheaper article. Machinery has 
superseded manual labour. 

1296. An article with which the natives were better satisfied; thllf got what 
they deemed better value for their money?-I am not of the native~' opinion. 
Of course a man purchases an. article, because he believes it to be tbe 
cheapest; but the fabrics of tbis country are not so durable, and therefore not 
so valuable. We are often induced to try a cheap article in the expectation 
that it may last as long as a better 'article. 

1297. You have stated that the importations of sugar this year leave a 101!8. 

What large article of import from India in the present year does not leave a 
loss ?-I believe indigo will not generally leave a loss. We had only two days 
ago an application to have indigo, which has been pledged to us upon hypothe
cation, released upon the party paying the amount of the original bill with aU 
expenses. The house W\lS in difficulties, and the bill wa~ sent back dis- . 
honoured; but the indigo sold for more than our bill, and they were then 
anxious to obtain possession of the article and to pay our bill. 

1298. Did you hypothecate to the full value of the indigo ?-No; about 
three-fourths. 

1299. Consequently there was a margin of 25 per cent. ?-Yes. 
13iJO. It may be presumed that the parties were pledged to the payment of 

the bill ?-They had suspended payment, and we sent hack the bill. It 
was not, I believe, accepted, owing to thdr being in difficulties. 

1301. Mr . . Miles.] With respect to the increase in the production of sugar 
in the East Indies; the sugar from the sugar-cane is called goor 1-Yes; that 
is the inspissated Juice. 

1302. Has the increase taken place in the goor. or the sugar made from the 
cane, or in the s.ugar made from the date tree ?-l cannot undertake to say 
whether the goor may not have increased even beyond the exportation, because 
there is a great consumption of goor in the country, and that may have in
creased even out of proportion to the export of sugar. There may have been an 
increase in the consumption of the article upon the spot. I only know that in 
some districts, particularly in Azimghur, the increase has been very great, so 
lnuch so that·the article of sugar alone is sufficient to pay our revenue. 

1303.' Mr. Matheson.] You have stated that sugar constitutes so very large a 
portion of the exports from India to this country, and thereby affords a facility 
for remitting so large a portion of the East India Company's revenue, that 
the Company would be put to difficulty in effecting their remittances jf the 
exportation of sugar met with any serious check 1-Weare already encounter
ing difficulties in effecting our remittances. J can give a !!tatement of the bills 
negotiated for a considerable period. We used to estimate that we could draw 
to the extent of 3,000,000 I. In- the last few months the amount of bills has 
been quite trifling, so much so that we have been obliged to resort to a remit-

· tance in bullion, which I consider the pia aller of remittance. 
1304. How were you able to effect your remittances from India before the 

very large exportation of sugar to this country. wbich commenced in 1836?
'Ve had not so large a payment to make in this country, and we had the cotton 
JIlanufactures as the channel of our remittance. But you hllve reversed the case 

· upon us I you send your own manufactures to India instead of taking ours. . 
1305. Did not the discontinuance of the Indian cotton manufactures coming to 

this country take place many years before 1836?-Yes, it took place before 1836. 
· 1306. How 
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1306. How much have .yOUf' annual requirements of money from India H..., St. George 
'lncreased since 18361-lt is an increasing quantity every year. I cannot 7'ucker, E",. 

· state from p1emory what may have been the difference between the amount 
required in 183~ and the amount required in 1847; but there has been 17 February ISiS. 
a considerable increase. During the war we had a large amount of 'military 
stores to purchase, and there has been a transfer of debt from India to this 

, country. The interest on a portion of the five per cent. remittable loan has 
been tran8ferred for payment here. . 
.:. 1307. The object of the question isoto ascertain this, as now sugar facilitates 
the Company's remittances to this country to the extent of about a million and 
a half, how were you able to effect that remittance before the exportation of 
sugar increased so largely in 1836 ?-I stated in general terms that our require
ment here has increaaed; at a former period we had cotton fabrics as a means 
of remittance; that source of remittance is done away with altogether, and 
the silk I believe produced more then than it does ,now. 

130!!. Had not the exportation of cotton goods from Calcutta diminished or 
almost ceased long before 1836 ?-It had. 

1309. So that the increased exportation of sugar cannot well be considered 
as a ('Ounterpoise to the cessation of the exportation of cotton goods, which 

· cessation took place long hefore 1-lf you confine it to 1836, of course that is 
not the case; but the sugar has been pro tal/to a substitute for other articles 
which have diminished. I could give to the Committee a statement from a 
much earlier period if it were wished. 

1310. Can you give any idea of, the amount of cotton goods exported from 
India in the flourishing times of that trade ?- I sh~uld say that the export of 
cotton manufactures from the different presidencies of India before the great 
change took place in consequence of the introduction ,of machinery into this 
country, would have amounted to about 3,000,000 I. I am speaking without 
having accurate information before me. The Company's investment was very 
large; there was a large exportation of cotton goods from the coast of Coro
mandel as well as from Bengal. 

1311. At what period are you speaking?-I am going back to a considerable 
time before the importation of English cotton manufactures, while the Com
pany had the investment; in fact, our trade ceased in 1833-34, but our expor
tation of cotton piece goods, or calicoes, ceased at a still earlier period. 

1312. Sir T. Birch.} Are you speaking of cotton goods or of raw cotton ?-
· I am speaking of cotton piece goods; when I say 3,000,000 t., I should include 
not merely cotton piece goods, but silk and silk piece goods; but I will give 
the Committee an exact statement, if desired . 

• 
1.~13. Mr. Moffatt.] About what year did the cotton manufacturers of this 

country begin to interfere materially with those of India :·-1 cannot state the 
· precise year; it was not all done persaltum, it was a gradual operation. 

1314. Was it not before 1820 ?-Perhaps about that time, or earlier. 
'1315. Lord G. Manners.] In answer to a question by !\Ir. Moffatt, you said 

· that it was your belief that indigo this year would not cause loss to the impor
ters 1-1 hope not. 

1316. Are the Committee t~ understand that that is the only article of 
importation from India which you believe will not cause loss to the. importers ? 
--I cannot undertake to say that, in the present deranged state of this market; 
I wish I could state that there was no other. 

1317. Chairman.] You were asked whether the natives were not better 
satisfied with British manufactured cottons than with their own; were not 
there in one year 500,000 of the natives of India thrown out of employment 
and rt'duced to starvation by the inundation of Manchester goods '1-1 will 
not say that they were reduced to starvation, because the people of India live 
upon very little; but I belie\'e in the province of Dacca, which was the great 
seat of our fine manufactures, (those beautiful fabrics which were imported so 
largely into this country), 500,000 weavers and manufacturers were thrown out 
of employment, and were obliged to have .recourse to the cultivation of the land 
generally.. .' 

13IS.Mr. Hop~.J Did tbis take place in one single year ?-I cannot answer 
for its being done in one year, but in a very sho1"t space of time 500,000 
manufactu\"t"rs were stated to have given up their looms, and to have resorted 
to other means of employment, to the cultivation of the land. 

o 3:!. R 2 1.319,.Sir 
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II ... , si. G<orge 1319. Sir T. Birch.] Is much sugar consumed hy the natives tbemselvPII? 
Tuct". Eoq. - Yes. 

13:.10. Has the price risen much in India since the impurtation to this 
171'ebrua'1 1848• country ?-Tbe price. if you take Mr. Colebrooke as a standard, hns inlll't'lISed, 

tto doubt, because he estimates the price in Calcutta at six rupee~. or Uta., 
biit ih the interior of the country I do not belieVe that there bll8 been any 
very large increase. . . . 

1321. Chairman.] You were asked from what period the import of British 
ctittOli goods into India had made a great start. Have you any rea..'O(lD to 
doubt the following statelllent, which has been reCf'ived from Calcutta by the 
last mail: that in the year 1834-35, the importations of British cotton piece 
goods into CalC1l.tta were 446,4791. in value, and of cotton yarn 289,208/., IDtlk
ing a sum total of 735,687 I. sterling; and tbat those had increased in 1846-4; 
respectively to !l,017,270 I. and 1,069,8641., making & total of 3,087,1341., 
showing an increase upon cotton goods between 1834-35, when a new 
impulse was given to the sugar trade, of 2,351,4471.; have you any doubt that 
that is a correct statement 1-1 will not answer for the accuracy of that state
ment; I have given in 8 statement in which the total imports are mentiol\l'll ; 
I have no doubt that cotton piece goods constituted the chief article; but 

,in the Indian imports, woollens, and metals, and wines, and varioUI articles 
are included. 

1322. Though it may be true that .the exports of cottons from India til 
England did not afford the means of remitting in 1834-35, on the other hlllDli, 
does not this enormously increased importation of Manchester goods calise a 
drain upon India to the amount of that increase ?-Unquestionably; andi w()uld 
submit to those gentlemen who export to India that they have a direct interest 
in enabling India to pay them for their exports from this country. 

1323. And sugar offers one of those means ?-One'of the means of :payi~ 
for their cotton goods. 

13:14. You were asked whether there were any other 'artioles -thanindig{) 
upon which there had been a fall in price. Perhaps silk and silk piece gouds 
may be one; but have not silk and silk piece goods also had to meet new com

. petition within the same time from ,the French silk manufacture!! 1-1 cannot 
say that I am aware of the fact. There is an importatiln of silk from'China, 
and we have imported silk frodl India. It was one branch of the Company's 
investment. But I could not undertake to say how f&}' the trade has been 
affected by foreign competition . 

. ,132,5. The Committee have had evidence that the restrictions of the exCise 
in India upon rum are so inconvenient that the rum manufacture cannot be 
carried on to any advantage, and that the sum total raised by the excise in 
India is only 20,000 l. ? -;-W e know very little about rum in India; we have 
other stimulants, opium and bang, which'is the juice of the hemp, and other 
articles, upon which we levy a tax; not a tax which I particUlarly admire; but 
rum scarcely enters into the consumption ofthe people of India. 

1326. It has been represented to 'the Committee that there are such restric~ 
tions upon the distilleries of rum, and the various processes in 'the making of 
rum, that rum could not in India .be made at a profit r-That I cannot speak to. 

1327. If tliat be so, the revenue being only 29,000 I. from ,the excise alto
gether, as shoWn by'this Return before the Committee, probably'the East 
Iridia . Company 'would not object, if it were properly represented, to 'remove 
such restrictions upon the manufacture of tum 1-1 do not know that there'is 
any special tax upon rum. We have what is called theabkarry; a tax upon 
spirituous liquOrs and drugs; but I do ·not know that there is any special tax 
applied to rum which can have interfered with the manufacture of that article. 
Bufin fact I am not able to give anyinformlltion ,with respect to rum. The 
sum 'of 22,000 I., as shown in the Return, iR, I believe, a local tax collected in 
the town of Calcutta. Rum is only manufactured at the European sugar fac
tories; but I cannot state the amount of duty which may be levied, or the 
restrictions imposed on the manufacture. 

Mr. Francis William Prideau:c, Examined. 
Mr. 1328. Ckairman.) DO you hold an office in the East' India House? .... I am 

F, W. PridelllM:. 'an Assistant to the' Examiner of I !Idia Correspondence. 
'" 1329. You have heard the'evidence of the Chairman of the East India Com
pany; can you add anything to that with respect to the interest which India 

has 
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has in sugar cultivation, and tbe exportation of sugar to Greu.t B~b) 1 ....... 1 IIIlJ 
not aware that I can add to it. 

1330. Will you state what the direct effect upon the revenue of Indi&would 
hI'! if the exportation of sugar to thil; country were oonihilated or 'J{fI1'! much 
diminished ?-A bout three-fifths of the revenue of India are' derived. ffil'Ul. 
the land assessment, and in all those parts of India where lne 8$Sessment may 
bl'! increased by the increase of cultivation,. of cours,e tbe inc,ease pi IIlIgar 
cultivation must add to the revenue. In the IPre~y .pf 1Jowg,aJ. t~ r.eV~!1!l 
is fixed in permanency. In the N.or.t.b-welites-/1 ProrincllI tbJI laud !l"eVjlnM is 
fixed 'for 30 years. Under the Madras presidency it is subject to annual 
settlement, and there an increase in the cultivation adds to .the lll'IVerlUtl; and 
throughout a great portion of the 'Presidency of Bombay it is die tlam~. 

133 J. Do you know what the land tax upon land of that quality which bears 
sugar is in the diffl'!rent presidl'!ncies 1- It varies so materially that it is impos
sible to give '8'0 y answer. IISe'e in 'R'tltlitoement furnished by the Govel'llment 
-of Madras 11 few years -ago it isstutedthat the 'land tax-upon 'land O811ruJ.y,cuhi
voted with sugar varies from 218. to 488. an acre; that is, in fact, the rent paid 
to the Government in those parts. In the northern part of the Madras presi
dency, where sugar eultivation is nowrapidIymcreasing, and WReFe <the land is . 
undl'!r the 'Permanent settlement, and therefore the rent is all.paid to rbe 
landowner .(the .zeniindar), l.am informed that at 6$. llU Jl.Ql'e IlI:lyqq~tj~ of 
land fit for sugar cultivation can be had. '. . 

1332. Can yotlgi"e tbe COIDmMttee any -idea ;what ,ftmCt1.tllt ,Qf ~!.1g1\l' i.e; :pro
dlteed upon an -aore 'of tROse lands?-4ba1!e IDO means· of¢ring .tbat ';nfoNlla
lion. What I know 'is derived -only frOID the lIecordsof flhe East1ndill{)0tB-. 
pany, and they are 'Very -deficient ·with regard'to ·that. A 'great deal. of infor
mation probably will be .a:fl'orded in consequence of a cOl'r .. spondence which 
took place at the close of 184&, .between the Chamher.of.C.OlXImllf(:e I\t,Caic)ltta 
and the Government of In.diu., 'requiringthat informaililn. It .I!howe also the 
feeling of the Calcutta merchants. 

'333. Will you have the gooaness to reaa'it'?-

[The 8ame was reat;f; asfolloW8:J 

From W. :Limo.d, nsq.:S"eretary to the .Bengal Chamber of Commer~e, to O . .A •. lJ.u.s4by, 
. Esq., Secretary 00 the Government of IndiJI, Home J)epartll1ent,idattd Ule 1.7.th !Se,pl.e.1I1-

ber 1846. . 

Sir, 
!I "'H insh'ucted by the Chamber of Commerce to'solicitth"t, you will be pleased to repre.. 

sent to Government··toot, in·consequeuce of the position at home of the '"gar tratle; ·the 
,'in,pending'legislative measures for -the abolition of ~Ie prohibitory system, fQr the progres
sive I"'duction of duty on foreign produce, aDd aD equalizotiQll of ·the-duties at .no,relflote 
date, the attention of the whole mercantile co>mmllnity is now turned to the ~ubject here. 

2d. The capabilities of India for the growth of the cane are regarded as beiqg in 'l- manner 
nnlimited; but DOw that colonial protection in Ithe home market is to be wit,hdrawn, India 
must seek, by improved cultivation and manufacture, to provide its supplies for abroad at 
very red need prices. 

3d. To guide all who may desire to apply capital to tbis important staple, it is of essential 
moment for them to know the present extent of cultivation and of produce, with the internal 
consumption. The Chamber bas already endeavoured, bDt unsuccessfully, to obtain 80me 

. correct scalefor.computing,this. ,It js only·tobe·reached _hrough the means cf the,fl,lnc
tionaries';n the. interior. As the desideratum is .obviollsly of gre.tpublic .intereat..and 
service, the Chamber of Commel'ce have to beg that Governnlent will be pleas~d: to,wlWe,a 

'cireular to tke.collectorsthroulilhQut ;Bengal and the. Nnrth...west :Provinces;l'/tquesting,them 
in their respective dist.ricts, as hor.astheir,positionand access to.iDfurmation .willpermit, to 
estimate and report the probahle quantity of -land caltivated for. sugar; the prObable quan
tity of sugar .lId goor.l'rodueed,'.and the probable. quantity 'of hoth·of th.e.se,eonsilmed 
in ·the 'district,a reasouable approltimation.is a1l.that can be,looked·for. . 

,I run further. directed, witheyery defetellCe,to ,submit .to .tbe .Honourable, .Ule 'Depoty 
Govel'llor tbat, as DO foreign sugar is imported in this presidency, its exports.a"l!neeeSljl\.rily 
the bona fide produce of the Bnlish. possessions here. Such being the case, the productioll 
of certificates "f origin is, it is submitted, quite onnecessary, and may, with advantage to 
the public, be riisp".lIt!ed with. Obtaining such ,dOf'Uments is troublesome, lind it is felt, .. s 
vexatious being oWiged to comply withlunnecess.ry forms·.and.regul.o.tions; an additional 
inconvenience results from its causing an extra delay in getting away shipping documents 
to England, frequently of two daya, as the master of .the ship signa. in .the bill qf laP.iug to 
the receipt of the Ingar certilica.te. -

Beqgal Chamber of Commerce,} 
17 September 1846. 

0·3!· 

I have .. &:c. 
(signed) 'W. LimoRd, 

See .... tary to the Bengal Chamber of·Camme...,. 
R3 

~h. 
,. W. /!r'4#lUf. 
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From G. A. BlUhhy, ~., Secretary to the Government of India, to Jr. Limond, E." .. 
Secretary to the Bengal Chamber of Commerce; dated the 26th September 1846. 

Mr. 
F. W. Pridet1ru:. 

Sir, 
f7 February 18+8. b reply to yonr letter of the 17th instant, conveying the request of the Chamber of 

Commerce that reports may ~e called for from the cO.llectors through,;mt Bengal and ~e 
North-west Provinces, showmg the probable quanl.ity of land cultivated for Buga, In 

their respective districts, the probable. quantity .of sugar and g.oor produced, lind the probable 
quantity nfboth of these consnmed In each distnct,.1 am directed by the Hononrable the 
President in Council to snggest that the Cham be, will have the goodnesa to furuisb a form 
of retum for exhibiting the Inionnation whi.:h they wish to obtain. 

Fort William, } 
26 September 1846. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) G • .4. Brukb!l, • 

Secretary to the Government of India. 

From W. Limtmd, Esq., Secretary to the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, to G. A. B,.,t.b!l. 
Esq., Secretary to the Government of India, Fort William; dated the 13th October 
1846. 

Sir, 
IN compliance with the desire conveyed in your letter of 26th ultimo, I am directed by 

the Chamber of Commerce to submit the enclosed form of return, for affording the informa
tion songht as to the quantities of sugar produced and consumed in India. 

For the better understanding of the form there are a few explanatory remarks attached 
to~ • 

The columns for date produce will be applicable to but few districts, as that cultivation, 
it is believed, has as yet extended little beyond the districts of Jesoore and Furreedpore. 
The produce, however, from date, notwithstanding the limited range of the cultivation. 
enters largely into the composition of the sugars which are refined to Bengal for expo .... 
tation. 

Bengal Chamber of Commerce,} 
13 October 1846. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) W. Limtmd, 

Secretary to the B~ngal Chamber of Commerce. 

DISTRICT OF -----

Estimated Eatlmated Estimated Eltimated CODlUlDptlon or the Di.trioC, 

CultintioD. of _ated whether in Sugar. Kbar, Goor, or tbe Raw 
Produce (rom. Produce from Cane iUelf; tho wbole being redueed. loto 

Caoe in Begahl. Cane in Maeda Number Dateiin Maeda 'heir equivalent. In Goor, In Ilawui. of 
I .... eacb. 

of Feet of GOOf, of Date TreeI. ofGoor, Computed. at; aD: A,..verage of per 
square each. of I ....... h. or Iba. each. head duriDg t;he Year, 011 the Plumed or 

ucertaioed PopulatIon. 

• 
lIlllUndt. lila"""'. Tr .... lIl_ lIltWndl. 

i , 

The object sllught by the returns is to ascertain the quantity of sugar produced, and the 
9uantity.consumed in India. The form sent is to show the best way of furnishing the 
Informatlon. 

As the produce is exhibited in different conditions, it is desirable to adopt one into which 
all the others may be converted. In the above form goor has been taken, bein .. the deno
mination of the sugar after the first boiling of the jnice expressed, and the eq~ivalents in 
goor of all the other qnalities may be easily ascertained byinquiry. 

More tha." an approximation to the actual consnmption is not expected. At the close 
of ~e. headmg of the last column is suggested what appears to be the readiest mode of 

. attamIDg that. • 

From G. A. BUlJkby, Esq •• Secretary to the Government of India; to the Secretary to the 
Government of Bengal; dated the 17th October 1846. 

Sir, ; . 
I AM directed to request that you will have the goodness, nnder the orders of the 

~onourable the Deputy Governor of Bengal, to furnish, for the information of the President 
10 Co~ncil, a return prepared according to the accompanying form, showing the probable 
quantIty of land cultIvated for sugar in the districts under the Bengal pre>idency, the 

• . probable 
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1"'Obablequantity of sugar Bnd goor produced, and the probable quantity or both of these 
consumed in each district. 

Fort William, } 
17 October 1846. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) G.4.. Bu.kby, 

l:lecretary to the Government of India. 

Letters to the same e/fect were also transmitted to the Lieutenant-governor of the North
· Western Provinces, and to the Governments of Madras and Bombay. 

Mr. PrideaU31.-That information'has been called for, but it has not yet 
been received, but when obtained it will probably be complete. 

'334. You have no' data to go upon, and you are not able to form any 
estimate of the average quantity of sugar produced per acre in India?
I believe invariably the practice hitherto of all those who have manufactured 

· sugar in India for exportation to this market has been, not to grow cane, but 
· to purchase the goor or jaggery, and refine it. The only information I have 
been able to obtain as to the price of sugar applies to the presidency of 
Madras. At Madras they have only recently commenced the sugar cultiva
tion upon any extended scale, and it appears likely to supersede Bengal. I am 
informed that in the Northern Circars, where the rents are about 68. an acre, 
the present price of jaggery, as they call it there, is about II rupees a candy 
of 600 Ibs.; three candies of jaggery, refined according to the na'ive method, 
give one candy of refined sugar; and the ~u1t of that would be a price of 
14 s. 8 d. a hundredweight. . 

1335. }'ourteen shillings and eightpence for refined sugar ?-I mean refined 
brown sugar; so far refined that I believe it would not be admitted at mus
covado duty; but, of course, at the same price it might be made less refined. 

1336. Is that at the sea-board at Madras,.or up the country?-At the sea
board of the Madras Presidency. Ships from Bengal call at the sea-ports there, 
and bring it direct to this country. 

1337. Does that price include the cost of manufacturing the sugar ?-Yes ; 
it is the price at which too sugar is delivered. I have been told by a gentle
man in the Company's service, who has recently returned from that part of the 
country, who took considerable interest in the subject, and collected all the 
information he could about the sugar cultivation, that to his knowledge sugar 
has been shipped by Madras merchants who had establishments there, at 16/. 
a ton, not including the profits to be derived from the rum which they made; 
and he was informed that that very nearly covered the expense of the sugar. 

1338. £.16. a tOB would be equivalent to about 261. a ton here. Do not 
you reckon about 10 l. a ton for freight, charges, commission, brokerage, and 
insurance, from Madras to England ?-Probably; but I am not aware of the 
expenses. Here is a memorandum on sugar cultivation in that district, by 
Captain Cotton, the civil engineer of the division. It forms one of a series of 
papers which was lately moved for about works of irrigation; but as this 
memorandum relates particularly to sugar cultivation, perhaps the Committee 
would like it to be put in. 

1339. When was it drawn up ?-The 1st of June 1844. 
1340. Will you read it?-

[The same was read, as follows :] 
MEMORANDUM on SUGAR CULTIVATION in RajahmUl,dry, by Captain A. Cottoll, 

Civil Engineer, First DIvision. 

Mr. 
F. W. PriIWnu:. 

TaB circumstances of these districts" are at present peculiarly difficult in respect of their • The I\of,hern . 
comUiercial plllsperity; they have within the last few yea,"S lost tbeir former important Circars o~the lila. 
cloth trade, which formerly brought in an annual income of 10 lacg from England and other dr .. I'resldency. 
counlnes, and nothing has been substituted for it. A small tract of country, without any Commercial.tate 
considerable product, wbich is suited for exportation to other parts of the world, must of uli. divi.ion; 
necessarily continue in an inactive and impoverisbed state, and if tbe revenue is received in I ... ur,he cloth 
bullion the value of money must. necessarily rise, and the taxes consequently press more ',sde. 
and more heavily upon the people. It seems evident that a district wbicb pays annually Scarcity of bullion. 
116 lacs in bullion as revenue, if'deprived of an income of 10 lacs a year f.-om foreign coun-
tries, which it had been accustomed to receive, must feel the e/fects of it most severely, aod 
annually become less and I ... capable of paving its taxes: not only must the value of 
money ri.e (or what is the 8ame thLDg, the price of its remaining products diminish), so that .'811 of pric •• at
the amount of a .. e .. ment (if continued the same) must annually bear a larger proportion to Iribulabl. 10 i", 
tlte produce of the district, bllt also from the diminution of tapital, and the want of sti-
0-3'l.. • R 4 mulu~ 



J~8 -MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE THE 

Mr. mullillt thf ebergms of tbe pe<.ple mil'" be greatly d<;pT8lISeci. An export trade to .ath .... 
E. IY. I'r';"""_. IIIld ricber countries ba.q tbe most powerful tendency In every way to keep a population ... 

__ ___ a stete of activity and indU8try. The effects of tbe failure of tbe export trade are already 
_ i7 February i84J. severely felt in thE'IA! districts, and it muat i'.'evitebly continu,: to .dec~ine ifaollle substitute 

The lugar trade 
promises to 
8upply the place 
of that of cloth. 

for tbt ctotb trade ... not discovered. HappIly tbe eugar cultIvation '8 calClllated not WIly 
to fill this void, but it offers the fairest prospect of mucb more tban compensating for tbe 
former trade. I .... ve lately .. btaine« wbat mformation I could on Uti •• ubject., especially 
from Mr. Mackenzie, wbo bas botb ~Itivated the cane and bas alIG had a vacuum pan for 
manufacturing tbe sugar in very successful operation for iome time. 1 have not had time 
yet to obtain the materials for anytbing a{'p .... aching to a cOlnylef>!J report., yet ~he main 
points are so plain, tbey a_ppear to 'be so intimately connected wltb the whole subject of the 
Irrigation of the district; that 1 tblnk it but suffiCIent to send to tbe Board the information 

Comparative c08t I have "blaine? ",ithout d<ilay .. ~hen it. is considered tbM the l"i~ of food, a.n~ conse
Ilf labour, Ix •• bere, "q1leiltly tbe pnCeef laboor, t.u~i1lBg, &c. 18 bere IInly ahout one-th,rt,etb of what It 18 In the 
witb that of the West Indies, itllppears IIlIrpri9l1lg ihat ~be .. it 'was knowu that the 6ugar-cne would ~row 
Welt Indies. :here, tbe,.xtensive 'Cultivation and manufhcture ofsugardid not immediafif·ly Collow, ,lor if 

it II'Ilswered to supply tb~ 'English market from the West InWes, therewouldaeem. to be 
no ,possible room ror doubt ·that it would answer bere, even in tbe face of a much heavi .. r 
-auty, Bna so rar os I "can 'fiow learil tbere seems 'to be no doubt tbat it would have heeo a 
'sufficiently profitable produce even before the duties were equalized; bllt now there is 
'everything in f~volfr or sug .... prod.uce~ here. Mr. Mackenzie'1I !"'tesup~rilltelldent, "Yho 
"had been long ID the West Ind1eo,ln hiS account of tbeexpeDse8 IDWrl"ed 10 labour, bUlld
ing, &c. tbere, quit" agreed witb tbe common information -obtained respecting them, 80 tbat 
the capital required for establisbing works be"e would nnt exceed one·tenth of that '1"O<juired 
tbere, so far ·as the local expenditure is ·conceroed; the .machinery must of course be 
-obtained from England in both cases. The small cost of cultivation and manufacture 'by 
the natives is sbown in the prices at whicb it is now sold, -viz. 2 i rupees a maund of 26 
'ptJonds, or about 2d. a pound ofloaf sugar, not much inferior in colour to tbe finest.made 
1n E~land; this is tnade 'from tbe unproductive country cune, and grown and lDanufac
tured In tbe slovenly and 'wasteful manner, and on the small scale in wbicb all sucb opera-

Coot of sugar at 
present. 

tions Bre carried onin India. There cannot be a doubt that, witb tbe superior skill, know
ledge, and capital of Europeans, tbe sugar could .be produced at mucb lower prices than 

· the natives cau make it. For instance, one v8."Cuum pan of a small size, at Bimlipatem, can 
Successflll manu- produce five tons of sugar a day, so that all the jaggery at present produced in·the distlict 
facture ofsu~ar on -c~nnot ke.e~ it employed, and tb~J"esult of tbe manufaeture, up to this ti.me,- has been 
tbeEuropeao plan. ~Ighly sabstitctory, SO that.-there IS -n?w'-. 'prospect of an extenSIve sale of It. I take the 

lIberty ,of forwardmg a specImen of native manumctured sagar, sold at two rupees a maund. 
- -thougb the Board will probably have bad .peeimens already before them. 

Country generally As to tbe extent of country capable of bearing this valuable .product, I have reason to 
~.p.bl. of produc- ·believe tbat it may be considered almost unlimited. 1'>lr. Mackenzie informed me that he 
II1g Bugar. . had grown excellent -canes round obis works, wbere, from its being 80 close to the coasL, 

'the land was comparatively very'bad,' and that he did 'not think tbere waaan acre of 
ground in tbe wbol~ .neighbour~ood where it. ,would uet gl·ow luxuri~Dtly.. In tbe ~eigh
bourbood of AnkaplIly, where It had' been mtroduced bv' the late mtelllgent .zemmd"r, 

· Suria Pracassa Row,'l-saw the Mauritius cane growing in tbe greate.t luxuriance; and 
so far as I can hear, it bllS tbriven wberever it has heen tried. 

ConnexioD of the Tbe extension of tbe sugar cultivation a/fects tbe subject of the irrigation of tbe wstrict 
sugar culth'ation essentially in two respects: , 
with the irrigation. , 1. 'If the culture of an at'ticleofforeigncon!lU'mption is-extensively introduced, a portion 

· (If the land and popUlation will be taken off from 'be cultivation- of rice, and the improv~ 
'ruent of the irrigatiou of ·the -remaining landS'tnay of :course .be more .freely undertaken, .... 
there will, be the same population to be supplied from a smaller extent'of land; wbile at 

~uPI'08ed cause of 
th. low I"ice of 
rh·e. 

"Lo\v price attribut· 
able to tbe scarcit, 
orope:ie. 

Proof that the de. 
pressed otalC of 
the dl81";C18 is not 
owing 10 over
prod'Ce• 

the same time, from tbe imprOVed .circumstances of the people,. there will be '" larger con
sumption of rice tban at present. It will also tend to encourage the hupl'Ovement of-irri
gation by raising the price. of rice. It has been opl'llly argued by some, that the super
abundance of the produce of rice, by lowering its price, bas been tbe main cause of the 
depressed state of many districts, and tbis opinion is, 1 believe, still beld by many. This 
is so fatal a mistake, that so far as it prevails, it must be a complete harritt to improvement 
ill the state of tbe eastern parI!' of tbe presidency. There are two ways in wbicb diminution 
of price may be produced, viz. eitber by an increased produce of tbe article purch$&\, or by 
~ dlmin.ished supply of tbe bullion with wbi~b it is purcba.sed. _ Now! wbich of 'th~e two 
causes It has ansen from makes the wboledlfference. -It IS qUIte eVident, tbat ·whIle the 
revenue is eUllected in bullion, if a country is -witbout· the 'm.ans of obteining a cOllBtsnt 
Bupply from abroad, the qnantity must- ·rapidly diminisb, and its value increase; or in 
otber words, price must faU, and the diminution of tbe produte would be a'poor remedy for 
this state of tbings; it'would only depri"e the people' of a 'Part of, tlreir tOod, hut in no 
degree improve t~e levellne,' -thon~h ·it· would- certain!y raise'the price of grain. .Tbe' only 
e~ectual remedy IS, tofilld an'artlcie of 'Produce wbrcb can be exporf>!Jd to forel!5n .cou,!
tnes from whence hulIIan can ·be obtained. Tbat the depressed· stete of tbe dlStncts IS 

nol owing to' ano1'er-production of rice is indisputably sbown ·by tbe fact tbat-the only 
district' 011 ;thi. side of the -peninsula whicb bas regularly illlproved in revenue, and in 
everythill~ whieb <,an be taken as·aeriterioll of prosperity (viz. TanjMe), is the only one 
that bas lIIvanably produced mOre food than it coulJ consume. I have, been led to make 
these rema;ks, becllU<!O- I have so often, in speakin"" Vf tbe exten.ioll of il"l'igution, been 
met by tbis .objection,tbat there was alrelldy too mu~li fo~d gl'llwn, as shown by tbe fa!~ 
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of prices. 10 DIy opinion it i. absolutely impossibl~ ,to improve the productive powers of Eft' ... l>ofinerea.ed 
the soij too much; for the only consequence of ralslllg the necessary food by the fewer prodU<1iVODeo&. 
people will be, to leave a lar!!: •• proportion of tb. population disposable fn. tbe production 
of comforts and lu,uries. Tbat the cause of the depressed state of these districts, arising 
from the lar,oe quantity of rice that must be sold in order to obtain the amount of money 
required to pny the tax e., is owing, not to over-production of grain, but to the lailure of 
the supply "f bullion, i. most obvious. It i. to be observed, that while tbe districts were !'o drain ~f .prcie 
under their zemindars, they were in a manner independent of foreign trade; tbe bullion wbile under d,e 
that was received in tsxes was.11 .pent within tbe countries, and there was therefore no !'ali.e Go,em
necessary diminution of it. Now, aher payinj; the ci.il and military charges, tbe remainder menta. 
of the hullion collected i. constantly .ent away from the district; and uuless pt;oduce i& 
sent out to exdlange for it, it cannot possibly find its way back a![ain, 

2dly, The cultivution of sugar .fleets the irri![ation essentially, inasmuch as the same 
extent of land will require certainly one-fourth of the quantity of water that paddy does, 
80 tbat every acre of paddy land converted into land for the cultivation of sugar will tend 
to relieve theotber Nunjah lands; and also the wate.' flowing down tbe rivet'S in the montb. 
of April and MaV, which i. at l'resellt made no use of whatever, will be most valuable when 
Ilpp,lied to the sugar cane. 

fhe value of this cultivation may be shown in another way be' ides tho.e mentioned; 
viz., the produce of an acre is estimated to be worth about 1:;0 rupces, while that of an acre 
of paddy is only 12 rupees. So small an extent of cultivation as 10,000 aCI'es would pro. 
duce an export trllde of 11) lacs a year, taken at its cost of production; and as Ibe small 
pan at Bimlipatam is capahle of manufacturing 1,500 tons a year, or about three lacs of 
rupees in value, a single sugar work containing four large pans would be sufficient for the 
manulactOlc of the auove <juant.ty. The general introduction of this new source of wealth 
ia therefore calculated to make these districts the richest as they are now the poorest in the 
presidencv; tbe revenue at present paid would tben be scarcely felt hy the people. 

I trust"the Bllard will excuse my tillts attempting to bring this subject belore them.dis
tinctly, witb reference to the irrigation in questiou. I have been as it were compelled to 

Lt'ss water re-
q uirt'd for sugar 
than fur .. ice. 

Comparative ..... iue 
tlf pruduce of sugar 
and rice. 

Quantity manufac
tured at. BlI!lli(la ... 
laID. 

Great enC'oura,c
ment to improved 
irrigation. 

it, from finding that the whole plan of my proceeding in the management of it must be 
fundamentally affected by the prospects of the foreign trade of the district; with a. 
rapidly increasing produce of an article of foreign consumption, a m~ch more hold system' 
of improvement should be followed than would be advisable ,if the district was likely to 
remalU in its present state. 

The specimen of sugar I now send is of nati.e manufacture, and costtwo rupees a maund, Sperimen of.ugor. 
or 181. 8 ton. Mr. Mackenzie judges that it would sell for, from 80 l. to 86 I. a ton in the 
English market; this, however, would not be admitted, as it would be considered as relined 
sugar, upon which a very heavy duty would be levied. But if such sugar as this can be 
pmduced for 1S L Il ton, it is.evt(ient tbat an inferior kind can be manufactured at tbis rate. 
The finest sugar that would be admitted as uurefined would be worth in England ahout 
701. a ton; aud supposiug it cost here as much as Ihe present sample, the cost of bringing. 
it into the English market would be as follows: 

Cost in the district 
Freight and charges -
Duty - -

Value in England 
Difference -

TOTAL 

£. 
18 

9 
- 24 

- £. 51 

£. 70 
£. 19 

Profit 'd.0n lugar 
t"xporte • 

The cbarge for freight, lee. was given me by Mr. Mackenzie. Thus it appears that at 
the r,resent actual cost by th~ wasteful and exppnsive process used by the natives, the.e 
wou d be a profit of 10 L a ton. But there seema every reason to believe that with a 
proper CaDe mill and the vacuum pan,!t could be mannfactured at a much lower price than 
th •• , certtunly as low as 121. a ton, which would leave a profit of 271. a ton. Coat oraugsr in 

It is evident Ibat sugar could not keep up to its p,-esent price, if it could be grown at .t.e Woat Judi ... 
anyuling like th" rate ill the West Indi .. ; from the state of those islands at present, the 
price DOW ohtained canDot llflord more than .. modernte profit; so that we may confidently. 
conclude that, including interest of capital and everything, such sugar as is sold in Enoland· 
at 70 L cannpt, OD an average, cost I ... than 3:; 1. a ton for its manufacture in the 'West 
Indi.... Hence we arrive at this result, tbat while tbe West Indies are the richest of the 
colunie., solely hecause they con grow .uga~ at 361. a ton, these districts, whicb are probably 
the poorest Ilt present, do actually produce .t at I ... than lSI. a ton, and in all probability 
could produce .t Ilt 1 :II. ; whieh i. a most singular state of things, aud can only be accounted· 
for .~ thIS way, that tbe former protee,tmg dlfterence of duty of 8/, a ton prevenled mer-
CBnttle Dlen 'mm pl"\lcrly mvesllgattng the matter; and thus the advantageous circum- Exlraordinary neg
stanc ... of the.e llt"t"iets were never riuhtly undel'Stood, till the equalization of the duty l"'lt or Ihe la~gdar , 

d ' b ded I'" , tu ture m t "" lVI-cau.. the subJect to .. Rtten to. should lurthpr ohserve, that not only have these Ii" •. 
d.st".t. the ad •• ntage over the West Indies, but we'may Sllfely conclude that lIO country 
in th" ~\'Orld could, coutend w~th !bem. whep\abour c?stslittle more thon I d. 0 day; so that Ad ••• ~g~ of • 
eve" If the BraZilian Bugar, tor mBtance, were admltud upon on equal duty it cOdld not .he," dlslr'da: sa-
injure theUl. ' perior !".II oIhn 

0.32.. S An'" her tuun",e .. 
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SlIperiorlty of these 
diatri.1I 10 Bengal. 

Another point sbould be mentioned as of great importance: in Bengal, generally, the 
cane will not grow a second year, but it must be planted ';lne.w annually. Air. MackelUie 
has now a fourth year's growth from the same plant, 8nd It I. the strongest of the four. 
The We.t lodian superintendent r,onsidered the "an. equal to the average of Guiallll, and 
it is growing on the poorest land in tbe neighbourhod, being very near the sea, a .mall 
patcb planted round tbe sugar works. 

Ststement of bul
lion withdrawn 
frow thil division 
lately. 

I have not yet been able to obtain the statements of revenue, &c. which I wished to 
have added to this report, to show tbe. extent of the demand for bullion ,.hich has been 
made upon them of late years, compared with that of the period wbile the cloth trade was 
flourishmg; but I do not like to detain tbis diary any longer, especially l1li the boaJd have 
the means at hand of ascertaining tbe state of the trade, &.c. from their records, if they 
.bould consider it ne.cessary. I ~Ive howe.ver a statement of the revenue &c. of Rajuhmun
dry for 1.0 years, whlcb so fa~ as It goes WIll show how enormously the supply of bullion in 
tbe divisIOn must have dlmlDlshed : 

Amount of collections paid into the tressury in specie in 10 years, 
from 1832 to 1842 

Value of exports, exclusive of salt, during the same period, 
by land and sea - - - - - - - - 64 

Deduct ditto of import.. - 19 

208 Lacs. 

35 
Paid out of the treasury on account of civil and military charges _ 63 

120 
Value of salt exported, by estimation - 10 

110 Lacs of Rupees. 

The value df the salt is not entered in the statements I have, but I am informed it is 
about a lac of rupees a year. It appears from this, that supposing the wbole of tbe differ
ence between the value of exports and imrorts had found its way back to the district in 

110la .. witbcirawn bullion, there would remain a diminution o' the amount of specie in the district to the 
in 10 year.. extent of no lacs in the last 10 years. It is quite certain tbat no more can return than is 

. brougbt back by means of produce exported. There is no occasion whatever to look fur
tber than this for a cause for tbe faU of prices (or rather for tbe incresse in the value of 
bullion), for in such a state of the case as respects tbe supply of bullion, even if ther.roduce 
of rice in the district had greatly diminished (which it probably bas) its price must all, and 

ElFect of the 10 •• of this effect is not felt only in the district in which the cloth traue existed, but in other dis
the doth trade. tricts also that have been in any way connected with them; for instanct', while, in conse

quence of the influx of specie and the employment of a large population in the c10tb wanu
facture, tbe price of rice was comparatively high, tbe district could afford to buy from 
Tanjore, but that district has of late years been deprived of this ootiet for its produce. 

I trust that this statement will be sufficient to show. 1st, that a fall in price is not in tbe 
slightest de~ree a proof of over-production of rice; 2d, tbat wbile tbe revenue is l"eceived 

nesults of tbis in specie, it IS absolutely impossible to prevent its falling off annually, unless some article 
HBminBtion of the of export can be found equal to the amount of specie withdrawn from the district by Go
foreign trade. vemment; 3d, that wbile tbe cloth trade seems irreb'ievably lost, the sugar manufacture 

holds out ·tbe fairest prospect of being more than an equivalent for it; and 4th, that with 
such a prospect tbe Irrigation both for paddy and for sugar may be improved to any extent 
without the least fear of any evil consequences. 

Zillah Vizagapatsm, Camp at Vizagapatam, 
• 1 June 1844. 

(signed) A. Cotton, Captain, 
Civil Engineer, lst Division. 

Mr. PrideauiII.-I should mention that the report which I have read was attached 
. to a report by Captain Cotton, in which he recommended the Government to 
sanction an expenditure of nearly 50,000 I. to throw a dam across the Godavery 
river, so as to bring the whole country under artificial irrigation. 

1341. Is that actually done 1-It is now in progress; it was sanctioned by 
the Court of Directors. 

1342. Is Captain Cotton an officer iJ? the army?-He is an engineer officer 
in charge of the general executive works of the district. 

1343. He states that the price of sugar in England was 80 I. a ton; at what 
period was that?-That was at the beginning of 1844. Refined sugar, duty 
paid Iiere. He derives his information apparently upon matters not within his 
own cognizance from a manager of sugar works who had been a planter in the 
West Indies. 

1344. Do you know whether there is anybody in London connected with Mr. 
Mackenzie's house?-No. 
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J 345. Do you know anyone in London immediately connected with the cuI- Mr. 
tivation of sugar in Madras who can give the Committee any further information F.· W. Pridea.u:. 
upon this suhject 1-The gentleman from whom I have derived all the informa-
tion I have obtained, with the exception of these reports, is in London; Mr. 17 February 1848• 
Rohde of the Madras civil service; he is at home on furlough nq.w. Mr. Rohde 
was kind enough to give me some information in a memorandum which possibly 
might answer the purpose of the Committee. All his information applies to 
those· districts commonly called the Northern Circars. 

1346. Will you have the goodness t~ read his memorandum? 

[The same was read as jolllYUJs : ] 
February 1848. 

My first acquaintance with East India wown sugar was at Ganjam, in 1833-35; there 
it is chiefly grown on tlie banks of small rIvers, and tbe plantations are watered by picottee. 
from the nvers, water being procurable from these, even wben the beds are dry, by sinking 
.mall wells in the sand. Sugar-cane requires" sweet water," that is, water f .. ee from salts. 
Tbe beds of these rivers are not at any great depth below the banks, which facilitate. the 
system of watering !,dopted. The best sugar used to be manfactured at Aska, a large vil
lage about 25 miles Ii'om the sea and adjoining the Goomsoor zemindary. The canes here 
appear finer tban in otber part., but tbe quality of the sugar was attributed to skill in 
manufacture; a kind <If loal; nearly white, which, falling to pieces or crushed, gave a moist 
sugar of good colour and quality, sold for about two rupees the Madras maund of 251hs., 
or 17 B. tbe cwt. retail; sugar-eandy was also prepared of excellent quality, and sold from 
Rs. 3. 8 a. to Rs. 4. In 1842 I took so DIe of the sugar to the Cape, and requested a friend 
accustomed to import sugar to obtain for me a valuation of a sample; he did so, and after 
inquiry stated its value at 328. tbe cwt. Aner my return, ill 1843, I found that a Mr. 
Fletcher had been esl.l1blished by Mesrs. Binny as manager of their sugor works, then set 
up Ilt Aska, but I do not believe he introduced any change in the manufacture, but con- . 
tinued to purcbase jaggery and manufacture by the common native mode. I believe he 
purchased, on his own account, all the tine sugar native manufactured, f01 remittance to his. 
family, but it did not exceed 12 tons a year, nor was he able to procure more. I have 
reason to believe that the proprietors of this concern found it unprofitable under Mr. 
Fletcher's management, and in 1844 a Dr. Duncan, who had a plantation in the Mauritius, 
succeeded to the management, and died last year. Both the abo .. e were wanting in local expe
rience, perbaps in other particulars. Mr. Bell, of Binny's house, went up to take charge of 
the establishment, and from my last account I believe they are beginning in earnest on the 
European system, still, however, I believe, dependent for the crude material on the supply 
ofi' aggery in tbe markeL 

know not what they have turned ont, or wbat its selling price in tbe European market. 
I should add, that excepting for a short period when agents for another house (at Bimlipa
tam) were purchasing, and that under restrictions, to avoid competition, tbe.e works were 
not interfered with in tbeir supply of jaggery, and this being more moist than in other 
parts, rende.'S it less tit for exportation. . 

Proceeding south, the next European sugar work is at Bimlipatam, upwards of 150 
mil~s distant from Aska, though the whole country abounds with mvourable spots for cane
growing, and cane is grown in all the hill zeinindaries. Here Mr. John M'Kenzie esta
blished works on the most modern European principle, still dependent on a supply of 
jaggery from the market (1 may here mention that seven rupees for Palmyra jaggery and 
11 rupees for cane joggery the candy, was the usual price last year); this obliged them to 
procure supplies from the Rajahmundry and Ganjam, as well as from the V izagapatam 
districts. Fl'Om want of experience in and attention to minuti ... 1 do not believe tbis work 
paid. 

The Arbuthnots' bouse subsequently became part, if not principal owners, and I bave 
seen most satisfactory accounts of the working of this establishment, and from tbe exten
sion of their works and cultivation I have no doubt tbe proprietors are satisfied as to the 
probable results. In September I heard that they were working out the last of the jaggery, 
and had already made 2,000 tons of sugar; they have also become renters from Government 
of what was tbe Palconda estate, about 40 miles inland, at a rent of 1,20,000 rupees, with the 
view to extend the cultivation of calle under advances from themselves, a speculation which 
from my la.t accounts promises well. I bave good reason to believe that sugar has been 
put on board Ilt 181. a ton from these works, and that the rum will cover a great part of 
that. 

This very nearly corresponds with my Galljam data, where the na.ive family who manu
mcture the white Bugar deliver one of sugar for three of jaggery delivered to them.; for 
taking tbeton at 46 candies, at 1:1 rupees tlle candy, 136 candies of jaggeryl(which would 
eWJl by Ihe native mode yield one ton of sugar besides remunerating the maker for biB 
trouble), would cost 16 I. 4 •. j and I have no doubt the European mode gives sullicient ad
vantages to allow of sundry charges being included in that amount, besides giving tbe 
molasse., wasted in the native .ystem, to be worked into rum; and it is hardly necessary 
to say that in the very refined state in which these sugars are prepared the quantity of 
mola .... is considerable. 

But should a manufacturer, instead of trusting to the natives for hi. jaggery, grow hi. 
own canes, tI.ere is good reason to Bup!'ose he might make big own jaggery at less tban the 
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Mr. rate IIOW paid; for it ia Dotorious that it is the mOst profi~ble crop grown, but one """,ir-
.P. W. PrilI,au. ing capital, and the present prices are full 2& per c!nt. hlgber thun they were leven years 

ago. But not only would the sugar planter have thla advantage, but by manufacturing at 
17 February 18+8. once from the cane juice h .. would not be obliged to temper his sugar so hIghly with lime, nor 

would the grain of the sugar be destroyed; the losa of substance too would be le&s, and 
there would be ne waste in transit as at present. How the Bengal manufacture"" paying 
four rupees the Bengal maund, or double the prices I have named above, make sugar pay 
1 kuow not. 

"ide Append;x, 

Besides the above works, the Arbuthnots are establisbing two near RajJ\hmundry, one 
more expressly for planting, and manulacturing from the cane juice; the other for manu
facturing from pnrchased jaggery. A considerable quantity of sugar haa been manufactnred 
for native consumption in tile neighbourhood of l'eddapoor, in the Rajahmundry district; 
generally it was of inferior quality; the molas.es in a great deal was not extracted, but 
boiled dowll with the sugar. Formerly a Mr. Ranaux establi.hed sugar works in the 
Pettapoor estate, but failed. J am not aware of any other works established on the European 
?,rinciple to the nOJ'th of Madras, oor do 1 believe that much cane is grown elsewbere. 
fh.re are, or were, works near Cuddalore, bllt 1 do not think they prospered. 

There seems to be no limit to the extension of sugar cultivation 10 the northern circars' 
river water is generally preferred, but a good deal is watered from wells in situations whe"'; 
sweet water i. procurable. For rents of land I refer to Major Cotton's report. 

1347. Have you any other statements about sugar to give to the Committee? 
- I have statements, but probably the Committee have them from other 
sources. I have a statement of the quantity and value of sugar exported from 
the three presidencies to all parts of the world, distinguishing the yearly 
exports to the United Kingdom from 1836-37 to 1845-46, which is the latest 
date to which we have returns. I have also a similar return with respect to 
coffee. (The same was delivered in). 

1348., It appears from this statement that the entire export of sugar from 
Madras to Great Britain, up to 1836-37, had not exceeded 23 tons; nnd it has 
since grown, in the year 1845, to 5,731 tons?- Yes. 
. 1349. It would seem that so long as there was a differential duty of 8 s., 
Madras could not afford to export sugar ?-I do not exactly draw that conclu
sion. I think it arose from a want of knowledge and want of enterprise, and 
probably that capital was devoted to other purposes; but knowing nothing of 
the prices of sugar in this country, I am not competent to speak to that. But 
as far as I know, judging from the information given by those gentlemeIrwho 
have had local experience; looking also at the price of sugar in the last year; 
and considering that t,he price which they gave is 25 per cent. more than it 
would have been seven years ago, I should think that even with a differential 
duty those districts could have competed well. In that memorandum this 
gentleman, who only speaks from his own Madras experience, says that he 
cannot understand how, with the prices in Bengal, the export to this country 
could pay. . 

1350. He means that the prices in those districts of Madras in September 
last. were 50 per cent. below what they were in Bengal ?-Yes; according to 
the information which he gets. 

1351. But it appears that Madras was exporting sugar to other parts of the 
world. In 1836-37 it exported 197 tons in the whole, bllt only 23 tons to the 
United Kingdom; was not that because it could not bear to compete with 
West India sugar at a difference of 8s. duty?-I can merely give the fact. 
The Committee will observe that Bombay, which still has a differential duty 
against it, exports to this country, though not a large quantity. 

1352. What is the differential duty now on Bombay sugar 1-1 believe it 
is 3s . .6d. 

1353. It appears that Bombay, in 1836-37, exported 4,455 tons to aU 
places, but was only able to export 160 tons to the United Kingdom; but 
under the reduced duty it exports to the United Kingdom 2,124 tons, and 
6,564 tons to other places ?-The differential duty is reduced, but there is still 
a differential duty against Bombay. 

1354. Is not the result of that that Bombay is not able to export to this 
country under the differential duty ?-A large quantity of the sugar consumed 
in Bombay is imported sugar. 130mbay does not produce enough for its con
sumption. 

1355. Does the importation of sugar from Bombay include sugar previously 
imported into Bombay 1-It may include it. . Bombay exports to this COUDtry 

under 
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-under an export duty of three per cent. On sugar from Bengal 'and Madras, Mr; 
'sent in Brititlh ships, there is no export duty. F. w. PriJ"'./t. 

t 356. Are you able to give the Committee any information in addition to , ' 
that which has been given by Mr. Tucker upon the subject of remittances to 17 February 1848• 
England/-No; it does not fall within my department. 

,1.357. What is your department?-The revenue department of the corres
pondence. 

1358. You 'are not able to give the Committee any exact information as to 
the proportion of revenue derived from lands under sugar cultivation 1-lt is 
impossible to state that, because no specific information has been given as to 
the quantity of land under sugar cultivation. 

J 359. When do you expect to get that information ?-A circular was issued 
at the close of 1846; it would take Bome time to get it from the whole of 
India. , 

1360. You do not expect to have it ,within a few weeks ?-I should think 
not. . 

J 36 I. Can you state what proportion of the gross revenues of India are paid 
over to England ?-Three millions and a half to four millions; it never has 
exceeded four millionH. 

1302. What do you imagine to be the amount of the payment to British 
born subjects, servants of the Company in India ?-I have no means of saying 
that. 

1363. You can give no estimate of the proportion of the 22,000,000 I. raised 
in India which is paid back to natives in India, and the amount that is paid to 
British born subjects ?-I cannot; but the Committee might possibly be sup-' 
plied with the information. 

1364. You can supply the Committee with a return of the proportions paid 
to English and to native subjects in India ?-If the Committee would frame a 
requisition and send, it up it would be complied with as far as practicable. 

1365. Have you any other statement to lay bE'lore the Committee?-I have 
11. statement with reference to the trade between India and the Mauritius. This 
is a statement of the gross trade of the three presidencie~ with the Mauritius 
for the last five years, showing the value of the imports and the value of the 
exports. The balance of that would be of course what the Mauritius owes to 
Jndia. 

[The Sam8 was deliIJered in, and i.r as follows: J 

Oao •• TruD" of the Three Preaidenoiea with the Mauriti ... ror the last Five Ye8l'l!, of which the 
Retuma are oomplete. 

YEA RB. 
Toml Value or 

Gral. Exported. 
Provision. Total Value or 

Importe. Expol1ed. B1Uldrlee EIported. Exports. 

Rupee,. Rupees. Rupee .. Rupe ... Rup •••• 
1840-41 - 1,84,895 90,77,486 76,081 8,88,101 25,41,618 
1841-42 - 1,64,900 18,35,189 95,355 4,87,838 28,68,382 
1849-43 · 6,86,409 18,113,822 1,20,632 8,21,U8 17 ,95,432 

I May to 81} 
July 1848 89,7611 - . - - - - 2,732 2,732 

1843-44 · 3,29,303 22,66,690 1,86,307 8,68,388 28,1l,885 
1844-41> · 2,28,122 19,13,843 . 1,34,187 8,62,808 24,09,838 

1366. The total value of the exports appears to have been 254,1611. m. 
1840-41 ; to have increased to 281,1381. in 1843-44 ; and to have decreased to 
240,983/. in 1844-45. Do you conceive that a portion of the means of India to 
pay her general remittances to this country consists of her exports to the Mau
ritius, which are converted afterwards into sugar, and thus come home i-I 
should imagine ~here can be no doubt, that ultimately the balance finds of that 
to this country_ 

136;. Your opinion 'Would be that if the exportation of grain and llrovisions 
to the Mauritius were to be destroyed by the destruction of the sugar cultiva-

0.32• s 3 tion 
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tion of the country, it would be a great injury to India ?-It would be an injury 
:I: w. ~:idea"... to that extent; to that extent it would cease to have a market for its produce . 

. ' . 1368. Can you give the Committee any information "bOt;t the manufacture 
17 February 1848. of rum in India ?-Speaking from gentoral information, I have no doubt that 

the evidence of l\Ir. Crooke is perfectly correct with respect to the excise 
restrictions upon rum. 

1369. It appears that there is an excise duty at Calcutta. Can you give any 
information with respect to that 1-There is a special duty levied, under the 
authority of the magistrates there. The regular duties on rum would be in
cluded in the" Sayer, Abkarry, Moturpha, &c.," and that amounts to 940,0001.; 
but I cannot say what proportion the duty on rum forms of that. 

1370. Can you form any estimate wbat the amount of the duty on rum 
would be ?-The duty on rum prepared for exportation, I imagine, would be 
very small. The duty on spirits generally would be considerable. I suppose 
it would be impossible to favour rum particularly, without giving a great 
chance of loss of revenue upon other spirits, what are· called country spirits. 
The 29,000 l. is the merc local consumption duty in Calcutta. 

1371. You do not imagine that any alteration can be made in the excise 
duties upon the manufacture of rum in India without jeopardizing the whole 
revenue of which you now speak, amounting to nearly a million sterling ?-It 
would jeopardize that portion of it which arises from the manufacture of 
spirits for consumption in the whole country. The actual duty levied upon 
rum appears to be a mere trifle. The complaint appears to be not against the 
amount of the duty, but against the restrictions to which they are subjected. 

1372. Mr. Moffatt.] In one of the important documents which you have 
placed on the table it is alleged ·that "the capabilities of India for the growth 
of the cane are regarded as being in a manner unlimited; but now that colo
nial protection in the home market is to be withdrawn, India must seek, by 
improved cultivation and manufacture, to provide its supplies for abroad at 
very reduced prices." This statement is signed by the secretary of the 
Chamber of Commerce. Can you inform the Committee whether the 
Chamber of Commerce at Calcutta is composed of merchants in Calcutta ?-I 
imagine it is; but I have no information upon that. 

1373. It is composed of a body of gentlemen likely to have practical experi-
ence upon this point 1-1 have no doubt 'of it. . 

1374. You have also quoted a document of Captain Cotton, c!ontaining some 
useful information, in an official communication to the East India Company? 
-To the Board of Revenue, and sent to the India House. 

1375. And the recommendations which followed up·on that information were 
adopted by the East India Company, with regard to public works ? -Yes; 
they authorized an expenditure of 48,OOOl. 

1376. Can you state in what year Madras ceased to be an importing 
country of sugar?-ln 1841-42, I think. . 

1377. Mr. Miles.] What is the actual fact with respect to the sugar cultiva
tion now going,on at Madras; are parties sending out machinery, and intending 
to go on with it ?-They have sent out machinery. 

1378. Jt was stated by a gentleman from Calcutta, that every manufacturer 
and refiner of sugar was ruined, and that they all intended to abandon their 
works; is anything of the same sort happening in Madras ?-Not that I am 
aware of. The memorandum which I have put in is from a gentleman who 
writes from his personal knowledge and from his correspondence, and goes 
down to September last. I know of nothing more recent than that. 

13;9; You have no information from any other parties except that gentle-
man?-No. . 

1380. You stated that they could produce sugar at the ilea-board at 16/. 
a ton; you do not know what the charges would amount t~ to bring it to this 
country?-No. 

1381. Do ygU think it would be done at 10 I. a ton ?-I have no means of 
forming an opinion; 1 have no mercantile exptorience whatever. 
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James Cosmo Melvill, Esq., called in; and Examined. 

138~. Chairman.] WILL you have the goodness to give to the Committee any J. C. MelriO, Esq. 
information you may possess upon the subject of the interest which the East F b 8 II 
Indies have in the exportation of sugar and coffee ?-I can only speak generally 17 • ruary 1 4 • 
with respect to the financial proceedings of. the East India Company. I know 
nothing practically with regard to the cultivation of sugar or of coffee. I may 
state generally that every article of eQlllmerce which is produced in India and 
is brought to Europe is important to the remittance operations of the East 
India Company. 

1383. Can you state to what extent sugar is exportecl from India to t.his 
country ?-Sugar has been an increasing article of export. 

J 384. But you do not know the details ?-I am not prepared with the 
. details. Retupns can be produced to the Committee of the quantities. The 
quantity of sugar brought from India increased materially upon the equaliza
tion of the duty with WI'st India sugar. It aftl'rwards increased more rapidly 
with the falling off of the supply from the West Indies, and it now amounts to 
as much as 70,000 or 80,000 tons a year. It is an increasing quantity. 

1.385. And there was every prospect of a very large increase, was there not? 
-That was the general expectation. 

1386. Do you expect that that large increase, and that progressively increas
ing exportation, will continue under the present prices of sllgar1-Not at the 
present prices, I imagine. I believe that the sugar which is brought from 
India and sold at the present prices is sold at a loss. . 

1387. Do you expect tha~ if the prices should continue what they are now 
in England, the future exportation of sugar from the East Indies must cease? 
-I think it would diminish. . 

1388. Do you know at all at what price it is generally considered that 
a large exportation of sugar takeR place from the East Indies ?-No, I do not. 

1389. Do you apprehend that there would be considerable difficulties on the 
part of the East India Company in making its remittances to England, if an 
exportation in value to so large an amount as that of sugar, which is very 
nearly 2,000,000 I. sterling a year, were to cease, or to be diminished to a very 
great extent ?-The falling off in the supply of sugar would undoubtedly 
increase the cijfficulty of effecting our remittances; At the same tin)e, I am 
not prepared ft, say that it would occasion very serious permanent embarrass
ment to the Company, when I recollect that during the whole period of the 
present charter, and at a time, too, when India had to struggle with a differen~ 
tial quty upon sugar in favour of the West Indies, we still effected our remit
tances at advantageous rates. and, taking the whole period, have effected them 

• at an exchange exceeiling the pltr exchange considerably. 
1390. At that time was not tea a monopoly of the East India Company?

No. I speak of the period of the present charter, since 1834, when the mono
poly was abolished, and the whole of the Company's commercial privileges 
placed in abeyanee. . 

1391. Was not that the year following the year in which the differential 
duties on sugar were removed 1-1 think it was considerably later than that. 
It was in 1837. . 

1392. Wht'n was the last year that your remittances in tea took place 1-ln 
1833, a year before the expiration of the charter we ceased to bring tea. 

1393. Mr. VillieTs.] You are not acquainted with the circumstances under 
which the canes are grown, or the sugar is ruanufactured 1-1 am not. 

1394. You could not state whether any economy could be introduced in 
that 1-1 have no information upon that subject. 

139.5· Mr. Moffatt.] Your opinion that the exportation of sugar will not be 
increased if the price does not rise, rests upon mere general information 1-
Yes. 

1396. Have you any information with regard to the cultivation of sugar in 
Madras 1-I have not. 

13~7: Sir E. F. Buxton.] Upon the question of coolie emigration'to the 
MauntlUS, the Government hl're sent out instructions to your Government in 
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J. C. MelTil1, Esq. India respecting that em!gration, and therefore that hru: c~me under your 
notice. Was that emigration approved of by the East India Company 1-Not 

'7 Febr.ary 1848. altogether, I think. If the Committee were pleased to call for the correspond
ence upon that subject it could be produced. There has been a good deal of 
discussion between the Court of Directors and the Queen's Government upon 
the subject of coolie emigration. There have been differences of opinion upon 
points of detail. 

Senor J. S. Cliffe, 
II. I), 

1398• Are you of opinion that that emigration was beneficial or not bene
ficIal to the coolies who went out1-1 have no means of judging. It does not 
fall properly within my department. 

1399. Mr. Villiers.] Are the coolies employed in the cultivation of sugar in 
India 1-They are in some districts. 

J 400. Does it answer 1--Certainly; the hill coolies are most efficient labour
ers; so I have understood. 

1401. Mr • . Miles.] What was the principal objection on the part of the 
Court of Directors to the coolie emigration 1-The Court was desirous to guard 
against the coolies being entrapped into engagements, and not being well used. 
I think the chief anxiety on the part of the East India Company has been to 
secure good treatment to the coolies. 

1402. Sir E. F. Buzt01l.] You cannot give the Committee any information 
as to the treatlnent which they have received 1-No; 1 cannot. 

140.1. Lord G. Manners.] In one of the documents which has been put in it 
is stated that the facilities for producing sugar in the presidency of Madras can 
scarcely be overrated; what do you consider would be the effect of a greatly 
increased production of sugar in the presidency of Madras upon the revenue of 
the Company?-I have no doubt it would be beneficial to the revenue. 

Senor Jose Stephen Cliffe, M. D., called in; and Examined. 

14.04 Chairman.] YOU were born in the United States ?-Yes. 
140.5. And you are now a Brazilian citizen 1-Yes . 
. 1406. Are you a staff surgeon in the Brazilian navy ?--l was; 1 am not 

now. 
1407. You hold extensive mines in Brazil ?-I do. 
1408. You cultivate the sugar-Cline, but are not a sugar ~anter?-No. 

merely for the people to eat, or for food for animals, or to make a little sugar 
when ft is wanted. 

1409. You only grow sugar-cane to feed your cattle and your pigs !-Yes; 
or to make a little sugar or rum when it is wanted for the house. 

141 o. You employ a great many slaves 1-1 employ altogether slaves. 
1411. How many ?-Rather more than 100; not 200. 
141 2. You know a good deal of the slave trade 1-1 have seen a good deal 

of it. 
1413. Can you give an estimate of the number of slaves that have been 

imported into Bl'aZil in the year 1847 ?-Y fS, according to our belief, but it 
may not be quite correct, because those who bring the slaves always try to 
diminish the number, so as to make the price rise if possible, while those who 
want to buy slaves always report that a great number have arrived; but we 
suppose that about 72,000 were landed last year, but of that number probably. 
65,000 only live to be sold. 

1414. Should you consider that when Lord Howden, the British minister in. 
Brazil, reports to his Government that; as far 88 he could 88certain, about 
50,000 had been imported previously to the 12th November, the probability is, 
that he has calculated the number that were entered for sale, not the number 
that were landed alive ?-Between the 14th of November, when I came down 
to the coast, and the 8th of December,. when I left it. to my knowledge 4,010 
were invoiced for landing in one little port alone on the sea coast. 

1415. Do a very large number die after landing and before sale ?-A great 
many; especially now, from the extreme ill-treatment, and from the putrid 
gase~ they ha¥e in the holds of small vessels, where they are jammed up as 
they lie, and by suddenly relaxing the person, and suddenly carryin; them on 

shore. 
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tshore many of them die. Some of them drink a great deal of water if they Senor J. s. Cliff., 
can get it, and they. mo~tly die within three or four hours. Water is an X.D. 

exceedingly scarce article m the present run of slavers. . 
) 416. What. is the largest mortality you ever knew occur 1-I knew a case 17 February 1848. 

in which only 10 escaped out of 160; that was a vessel that belonged to a 
friend of mine. 

1417. He was your agent ?-Yes. . 
1418. You know that to be a fact ?-I do; and some Englishmen know it to 

be a fact, but they will not give evidence about it. But that is an extraordi
nary case, which is perhaps unparalleled. They were taking in water in the 
evening; the next morning they were to take on board 50 or .60 men; a 
British cruiser was seen in the offing; they immediately went to sea with what 
they had got. It was said, both by the captain and the owner of those slaTes, 
that there was only water sufficient for a drink once in three days; conse
quently, upon their arrival, when he went in the evening to look at them he 
saw only those 10, and he said, "They look so miserable that I am ashamed 
to have anything to do with them; if anybody will give me 300 milreas," . 
which would be about 371., " I will sell them." A young man who was present, 
without seeing them, bought them. Whether they lived or not I do not know. 
One, perhaps, might have an iron constitution and live; but I would not vouch 
for that fact. 

1419. Do you ascribe all those horrors to the British-African blockade fleet 1 
-People that are in the habit of reading do not ascribe it to that; we ascribe 
it to a popular outbreak of feeling, which carried the Government away to act 
in a manner that. they would not otherwise have done: but those that do not 
read the newspapers consider that it is an act of Her Majesty's Government, 
wi~hing to'crush our advance to prosperity. 

1420. You in Brazil do not consider yourselves responsible for the cruelties 
that take place $In the passage ?-Not a bit of it; that we charge altogether to 
this side of the water; that we lay to the thorough-bred white men that began 
slavery. 

1421. The fact is this, that a great portion of the cruelties 'and deaths arising 
in the course of the slave trade are caused' by the want of water ?-Perhaps 
more from that than from anything else, because in the tropics very little food 
will sustain the system; when the system is in a state of torpidity, and when 
the air is exceegingly foul, the functions of life become very considerably 
diminished; absorption takes place of any portion of fat they have, and they 
can resist the want of food for some time; but the want of water is a thing 
not to be resisted in the tropics. 

1422. And the stint of water arises from the activity of the British cruisers, 
who would seize any vessel if she were loaded with a certain number of water 
casks ?-Yes; if you have only empty water casks I am told they will seize; 
I do not know personally. beCl~use since the trade has. been in the state in 
which it is, I have not been upon the coast. If they find any number of sacks 
of rice or barrels that can contain water, or' if they find that there is a greater 
quantity of water on board than a small crew would require for a 20 or a 
30 days' run, th~y immediately send the vessel to Sierra Leone or to St. 
Helena. • 

1423. It is in order to evade the activity of the British cruisers that your 
people, who are engaged in the slave trade, are obliged to stint the slaves in 
water ?-Of course. 

1424. And that tbey are also obliged to crowd them into such sm~ spaces? 
-It arises probably from that; I do not know whom to blame for that, whether 
it is the captains, or the agents, or the owners, or whom, but certainly they do 
bring an immense number in a very small space; I have known 350 brought 
in a 90 tons schooner. . 

1425· Will you describe how they are packed :-It has been described to 
me (I have never seen it done) that they are laid upon their sides parallel tl> 
each oth~r .. They .u:e generally boys. from 10 to 12 year~ of ~e; they are put 
upon tllelr SIde, and if they do not lie paraUeJ upon their 81de a plank is put 
upon them, and a sailor will get upon it and jam them down, so as toroake 
them fit compact. I liave never seen that donl', but I have heard slaves speak 
()f it; and I have heard captains state it, who I know would have no object in 
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stating it if it were not true. One lies with his ann so as to fit into the next 
one; he may pull his arm out if he can. . 

1426. They are not shackled together?-Not the little ones. 
1427. A:re the men ?-If they bring in a large quantity of stout fenows from 

the north of the Line, the Coromanti nation, what are termed Kroomen, they 
would have to fetter them and the Minjo and Felutah men. 

1428. Axe those men chained or shackled ?-They used to be. None come 
from there now except cargoes that are taken surreptitiously from Sierra Leone; 
J had a boy myself who was liberated twice by the British Government and 
always caught a"aain. 

1429. Are those slaves upon their passage never cleaned out 1-1 fancy not, 
because if you clean them out, where would you put them? You dart' not bring 
many of them upon the deck, because, seeing the water, many of them would be 
tempted to jump overboard and even to drink salt water; consequently, all that 
you have to do is to crowd all sail and get out of the way of the cruisers, and 
look as quiet and as nasty as you can. Sometimes when they see a vessel they 
do not like, they lower their flag two or three times to wish them" good bye," 
but that is not often done; 1 only know one upon the coast who has done that; 
he has lowered his flag two or three times to say "good bye," knowing that 
they could not catch him, though I dare say they tried their best, but when I 
left the coast he was not caught. . 

1430. What do you reckon to be the average voyage from the coast of Africa 
to Brazil ?-At the present time you are obliged to go in such a zig-zag man
ner that what ought to be 20 days is sometimes 90 days. 

1431. And it is when the voyage is so long that the slaves die ?-Yes. 
They get a drink of water once a day. In a state of inactivity you may exist 
upon that for 20 days, perhaps, as I know from my own experience, but not 
much longer than 20 days, because the system fails rapidly after that. It is 
too horrible to describe the effect of the want of water; no person can have 
an idea of it without feeling it. 

1432. From what part of the coast of Africa is the general importation 1-1 
would beg leave to decline saying that, because the moment that is known your 
cruisers will be twice as energetic upon that one point, and it will do mischief 
to some one. I have got to live in the country. Human life is not valued 
very highly in Brazil. Any person making himself troublesome upon. the 
slave trade would be immediately shot. 

1433. Mr .. HQpe.] Not by the Government ?-Not by the Government. 
Some better-informed members of the Government, who have been educated in 
Europe, are under an impression that it would be better to put a stop to it; 
but those are very few. The fact is, in one word, we have nothing in the 
tropics that we can cultivate with free labour; we can neither mine nor do 
anything with free labour. When a man can live by working two or three 
hours a day, why should he give his labour under a burning sun? 

1434. You prefer importing boys and girls because they pack closer?-Yes; 
they are much less in stowage, much less in volume. 

1435. At what height apart are the different decks r-That is left arbitrarily 
with the captain. Some of the American vessels are about seven to eight feet 
between the decks; some are only 72 inches between the beams. They have 
generally three tiers, one on the ground and two above. 
, 1436. Do you mean that in the height of 72 inches, that is to say six feet, 
there are three tiers of slaves ?-Generally; the lower ones have a kind of 
mats made of banana stalks. 

1437. \:" ou hl!.Ye frequently seen this with your own eyes ?-'\:'es; anybody 
may see it in Brazil, but in Rio you would not see it now, because very few are 
DOW landed in Rio. 

1438. You stated that you conceived that in the last year 100,000 negroes 
had left the coast of.Africa, and that 72,000 would be landed, and that there 
might not be more than 65,000 that survived ?-It is not very easy to enter 
into a eaIculation of that kind, but that is the calculation made by those who 
are engaged in the trade. Upon my asking two or three of the parties most 
largely interested in the trade, that is what they have stated'; but I do not see 
Utat there is any possibility of aniving at all absolute certainty, because many. 
el them are taken by British cruisers and carried into Sierra Leone. Those 
cruisers, if they have any surplus supplies, will put them on board the slaver, 
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but if they have no surplus supplies, they will let them go without taking care 
to send a small allowance of provisions for the officers and men. 

1439. You know nothing of that personally?-No. 
1440. The slavers are very subject, on leaving the coast of Africa, to be 

caught in a calm ?-Yes; on the line of ooast, eight or ten leagues in breadth, 
between the part where the land breeze and the sea breeze sets in, at certain 
seasons of the year there is a calm; you might get on the outside of that ; and 
sometimes it is not more than three or four leagues in breadth, and then you 
get out with a staggering breeze, and' Mother vessel within that distance is in 
a calm for perhaps eight or ten days. 

1441. There the suffering of the negro commences i-Yes. 
1442. You stated that one sillver brought 1,800 slaves ?-One thousand 

seven hundred and fifty; she ran direct on the coast, but Dot at the usual 
place. 

]443. She landed 1,7501-1 am not sure whether it was 1,750 that were 
landed, or whether sbe left with 1,750. J am aware of the circumstance of the 
vessel being run OD shore at the mouth of 8 fresh-water river. 

1444. Do you know how many voyages that vessel made ?-I know how 
many she is said to have made; she is said to have made three; and she was 
ready to go when I left last year, and a very fine craft she is. 

1445. That is not the Antelope ?-No, she was in Rio; she had not started 
when I left., 

] 446. What is the length of her voyage i-She will run over in 10 or 15 
days. 

1447. She would lose no slaves on the voyage?-A steamer would. be less 
likely to lose the slaves than any other vessel. She depends upon her speed. 
I have heard that she says she will run down a small cruiser, but that I do not 
know. 

1448. How large is she?-Six hundred tons. 
1449. What is the size of the Antelope I-Six hundred tons. 
1450. She was built in Liverpool?-Yes; she was first intended to run there 

as a packet ship, but there is not commerce enough for a pack~t, and as the 
slave trade pays so well, 1 have no doubt that if they ean raise money sufficient 
she will be sold. 

1451. You saw the Antelope ?-Yes; I have learnt that the Antelope is gone 
to the Cape of Good Hope. 

1452. When a slaver makes a quick and fortunate voyage, what proportion 
of the slaves that are landed are in a condition to stand upright 1-1 have known 
560 landed with a loss of six or seven, which is about the same loss that has 
occurred with those that were landed from an Irish emigrant ship, or'perhaps 
less, because they would be better treated; there would be plenty of provisions 
aD. hoard, the object of the parties being to feed them well, so as to have them 
ill good condition when they arrived. 

1453. Of what time are you speaking ?-The olden time, before.1830. 
1454- Before 1830 the proportion of loss was smaller than at present ?-Yes F 

the only instances to the contrary were in th'ose cases when the small-pox got 
ou board by bad management; but most of the vessels carried a surgeon, and 
they managed in this way! he was paid a certain per-centage upon the amount 
of slaves, and a certain per-centage was deducted for those who died, and there
fore he kept a good look-out. At present you carry nt) surgeon on board 
the slave vessels; for a good surgeon would not go. and an inferior one it, 
would be of no use to earry. . 

1455. What is the condition of the slaves wheD they are landed now?
There are some with more iron constitutions, than others; but to see them 
tht'y look horrible. The bones of the knee stand out and look like large 
knobs; the calf of the leg has disappeared; it looks more like the leg of 
a monkey than anything else, and you can count all the bones. The abdomen 
is very much bloated, and there' is an imbecility ill. the eye; in fact nature, is 
reduced to the lowest point. " 

14.')6. Mr. Miles.] Have you seen theD\ standing against a wall?-Yes; but 
)'0" feed them and put them in warm baths, and by doing that they get round 
after a little time. 

14.')7. Chai,.",ClIIoo] Are they usually covered with sores?-Yes. wheD. they 
Clre jammed together; and there is a species of itch that breaks out UPOD them. 
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fenor J .• s. Cli/fr, in blotches as large as the top of this inkstand: I would mention one thing. 
M. D. and from that you may draw your inference as regards t~e state of the vessels 

in which they come: a great many persons will not be at the trouble of clean-
17 February 18~. ing out the vessels, but after landing the negroes they cut them adrift. 

14.,8. Mr . . Miles.] That is because the dirt in those vessels is so excessive? 
-Yes. A very fine vessel was at anchor at Rio when I came away. I think 
she was Austrian built; I judged so from the way in which she was rigO"ed; 
but she had Frenchmen on board. She was cast adrift. 0 

1459. Chairman.] She was a slaver which worked with French money?-
1 cannot say. I should say not; because the French are not men, in our part 
of the world, that bling much capital. 

1460. Do the Brazilians universally engage in these speculations r-As far 
as they have the means. 

1461. If a slaver goes out, there are a multitude of partners in the enter
prize 1-Most generally it is considered safe to divide into six or four shares; 
and there are some associations. 

1462. You gave me' a history of the progress of the slave trade; will you 
repeat that to this Committee: you stated that when this country first adopted 
the policy of increasing the blockade service, the Brazilian slave traders were 
very much alarmed 1-We were at that time, because it was supposed that 
whatever England attempted to do she was able to carry out; but we had not 
the impudence to suppose that she would not carry it on most efficiently, and 
therefore the slave trade died away for a time. 

1463. About what year was that ?-1831 and 1832. 
1464. What had been the price of slaves before that 1-ln 1825 they were 

worth 200 milreas each. In 1830 I think, but I am not certain; it was the year 
in which the first treaty with Brazil was made; I bought half a cargo, the last 
that came in, at 780 milreas each. 

1465. What number was that 1-1 had 80, and a friend of mine had another 
80; but they were paid for on sight, which is not usual with slaves, and that 
made it 50 milreas less. 

1466. Is there credit given generally ?-Yes; when slaves are abundant 
credit is given of from six to twelve months, to enable the purchasers of those 
slaves to make a return. If an industrious man, he will buy them, and give 
bills at 12 months, and 18 months, and two years, and he will pay those bills 
by their labour in that time. 

1467. You reckon that a slave pays for his first cost in two years ?-Yes, if 
his master is an industrious man; and if the master is industrious, then the 
slav~ soon becomes so; whatever the master is, the slave is part ond parcel of 
him. If the master is a moral man, the slave looks as sanctimonious as can be ; 
and if the master is an immoral man, then they are all alike. 

1468. I think you said that the Brazilians were very moral ?-No, I could 
not have said so; but I think they are as moral as the generality of people in 
the tropics. 

1469. But they observe the Sunday ?-In all Catholic countries they observe 
the Suuday and saints' days. 

1470. And their slaves have the benefit of their saints' days ?-Yes; I was 
the first that broke through the observance of saints' days, and after that the 
English companies did the Rame. In 1830 or 1831, when the slave trade 
ceased, there were very few slaves to be had at any price. A few vessels started 
up mostly owned by very poor people, who purchased old vessels; so that if they 
lost them, the loss would be small They became successful, and many who 
began as poor people are now the most wealthy men that we have in South 
America. In fact the present class of slave holders or slave bringers are the 
aristocracy, who have risen up between 1830 and the present time. 

1471. The slave-traders constitute the aristocracy?-The aristocracy as 
regards wealth. 

1472; In what year did the slave trade become as :flourishing as ever1-
From about 1833 slaves began to get down in price to 600 and 500 milreas, 
till 1836, when they got down as l.lw as 400. 

1473. That would be 321. ?-Yes, and in 1837 I bought some myself in the 
interior at 330 milreas; they were landed at that time at a place called Santos. 

1474- Mr. Villiers.] In what year was that ?-That would range between 
the years 1834, 1835, 1836, 1837, an,d 1838. After that your cruisers began to 

. make 



SELECT COMMITTEE ON SUGAR AND COFFEE PLANTING. 141 . 
make them rise again in price. They got up till in 1844 they were as high as' 
800 milreas;and only sold for cash; they were from 800 to 900. In 184'l and 
1845 there was no credit; they counted the money out and received it at once. 

1475. CAairman.] The slave trade was at a low pitch at that tirile I-It was 
at that time, but we then discovered that the British cruisers were not so effec
tual as we had supposed them to be; and then Great Britain made a change by 
taking the cruisers off the coast of Brazil, and sending them to the coast of 
Mrica. • • 

1476. What happened then ?-From our understanding the nature of the 
coast better than the British cruisers did, and from our vessels being better 
adapted for going up the rivers, the slave trade was carried on much more ex-
tensively " 

1477. Then, in fact, the bloekade of the coast of Brazil was far more effec., 
tual in the suppression of the slave trade 'than the blockade of the coast of 
Africa ?-I do not think that you could possibly carry into effect that which 
you were ell1tremely desirous of doing, for the slave trade will continue to 
flourish as long as we have any money to pay for slaves. , 

1478. Do not you conceive that if there was a very close blockade of Brazil 
we should be able to suppress the slave trade ?-If you sllbsidized the whole of 
the European navies, you might blockade the whole coast of Brazil; it is of 
such an extent that without that you could not do it. 

1479- What number of ships would it require ?-More ships than you have 
in England; you have 600 or 700 on the present list, but those would hardly 
be enough to blockade the coast of Brazil from slavers. ' 
, 1480. You have proceeded in your history down to 1844 ?-Slaves were 
from 850 to 900 milreas each. Since that time they have beeu gradually get
ting lower; when 1 left Rio 400 milreas was considered a fair price. 

1481. That is because the supply is quite adequate to the demand ?-It is 
coming up to that, but I expect that by the month of May now coming they 
will be sold for'about 300 milreas each; but that is mere supposition on my 
part, from hearing others say so. 

1482. You have been only two years on the coast ?-I was on the coast in 
the Government service, and the other time I had better not say anything 
about. 

1483. Can you state anything of the price at which you purchased slaves l
In olden time the price on some parts of the coast was two slaves for a musket, 
and in other parts two muskets for' one slave, according to the quality of the 
guns, or according to the quality of the slaves. But when I speak of muskets, 
I do not speak of the Tower muskets, but of percussion guns; very dangerous 
weapons to those who use them. I made inquiry of a person who imports 
them into Brazil, and he tells me that they cost him lOs. 6d., after allowing 
him a large profit. 

1484. You told me that the fathers would steal their children; and also the 
mothers 'I-No, I never saw a father do it; hut mothers I have seen offer to 
sell their children for a brass button such as you have on your coat. I might 
have bought a couple of them; the women would have sold them for a button 
or a bottle of grog. In one case a mother wanted to sell me two children for 
a handkerchief; she said she had, nothing for them to eat, and she liked the. 
looks of my. face, and would rather I had them than anybody here. 

1485. Were those ber own children 1-There is not the slightest doubt of it, 
because the children cried. I did not want them; I had not the means of 
carrying them away. 

1486. How young were they?-One was five ~r six, and the other perhaps 
seven; fit for work. . 

1487. What is the youngest age at which you import negroes?-They never 
brought them so y~ung at any. time previously, as far as I am aware, as they 
do at the present tIme, because the stowage was not so valuable before. It is 
only now that stowage is valuable. 

1488. That is on account of the British Government ?-Yes. on account of 
the cruisers. 

1489. How young do they bring' them now?-The smaller they. are, the 
better you can carry them. , • 

J490• What is the youngest you ever knew?-I once bought a·little chap.' 
0.32• T 3 just 
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$ea .. I. ~. CliIfo. just like a dolly; he could DOt, from his teeth, \lave been more than 1Iix, per-
,. . .,. haps not so much; he was too IImall to work: I gave 8S0 JIlilreas for him. 

.--... 1491. In what year was that r-In 1844. 
J7 Febnm'ylB.j.B, 1492• How came you to give that high price (-Because I wanted 1 I) at the 

time; I could not do without them. . 
1493. You are engaged in mines ?-At present I am engaged in mines. 
1494. The working in mines is much more severe than in sugar plantations, 

is it not 1-1 should fancy that that would altogether depend on the owner. 
In sugar plantations they are working bard, but they get a good deal more 
food of various kinds, and vegetable food; but in mineli they are generally in 
the midst pf sterile barren lands, but then they get a great deal more money; 
with what they earn and with what they steal they get'a good deal of money. 
Some boys that I have could earn from 60 I. to 100 I., and they can go on 
~stival days IP1d spend a good deal more money than I could afford to do. 

J495. Slavery is not so severe in Brazil as it was in the West Indies I-No, 
slavery is not so severe as it was in the West Indies. In the part where [ 
resided there was that patriarchal and good feeling towards their slaves, very 
different from the feeling that there Wall when an estate was leased out to an 
attorney to make aU he could of it; I should fancy, from what I have seen of 
the West Indies, that slavery was rather better under those circumstances. In 
Brazil, where the owner does not reside on his estate, it is much the same as 
it was in the West Indies. . 

1496. At what time do the slaves on the sugar plantations go to work ?-As 
soon as day-break; every body getl up at day-break, for we have no twilight 
there. 

]497. The day is never shorter than 11 hours, and never longer than lal-No, 
1498. What time do you give for breakfast ?-;-In some cases half an hour 

for breakfast, and an hour for dinner. In the mines I have we allow an hour 
and a half for breakfast, which is at 10 o'clock, and we give them no space for 
dinner, but as soon as the sun ill low in the horizon we call them off. 

1499. Do you require a strong light to enable you to discover the diamonds ? 
-No; if we could work them in the dark we should be gainers by it. If you 
treat slaves well the working of mines will be very lucrative, but if you treat 
them badly you will have no diamonds at all; because aU the diamonds must 
go through their hands, and they will keep them back unless you keep them 
well. 

1500. You allow them to have certain advantages (-They take that them. 
selves; we allow them two days to go and search anywhere round, and all the 
large diamonds have been found by the slaves when they hl\ve been searching 
for themselves. 

1501. The washings are in the bed ofthe river?- Yes. 
1502. You do not get .diamonds in the mines; the mines are gold mines?

You can scarcely make the distinction. The first process is to put a dam 
across the river and cut 1\ canal above the dam, and turn off the water which 
is in the bed of the river; you clear the alluvial sand; then you come to the 
diluvial sand, and you find the diamonds and gold. 

1503. When you speak of mines, you do not mean mines under ground 1-
In many cases they are taken out from under ground, {rom under rocks 
.where the streams have formed a channel; but they are not like the mines of 
Cornwall and Cumberland. 

1.'104 Your mines are gold mines ?-They have beell; it is only last year 
that I have turned my attention to diamonds, from the impossibility of getling 
a supply of slaves sufficient to enable me to carry on the undertaking which 
I was desirous of carrying on .. 

1505. What is the difficulty you have, if slaves are so cheap?-I want SOo 
sIa.ves more than ~ have, and that would require a large capital. 

1506. It is a want of capital ?-.. Yes; if I had capital I could send word, 
jl.nd they would be bought to-morrow. 

1507. The slavery generally in Brazil you consider to be far from being of a 
cruel description ?-.That it would be difficult to say. Among the poor people 
there are some that are cruel, but I should say that those are the fewest in 
number; people regard their slaves as you regard Jlour horses; you never 
treat them cruelly for the sake of treating them cruelly, but YGU treat them 
well, and the mQre care you take of the.m and the JDore comfartable you make 
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them the more valuable. they are; if you treat them well and take eare of . Senor J. II. €liF-, 
them, thPy are not so licentious or such thieves. • ••. 

1.50S• Are they driven by a driver With ,. whip ?-' MQstly the driver goes 
with a little whip, which has a lash of a conple of inchelt in length; mostly he n. February 1848. 
walks in the J't'ar, but my man goes a-head and the slaves follow him; he 
stands up With a stick; and he leans over it, and to that he has a whip very' 
much like that which your postillions have, but in place of the thong being 
round, it is a piece of paw hide, q~ite flat. But the Bogging is very light till 
you get to some very bad slave, and ilien you must punish them. . 

1509. But you said that the slaves appeared to be very happy, and were fre.
quently singing at their work ?-Yes, as long as they dance and sing you may 
be sure that they are quite happy and satisfied; if on Saturday afternoon they 
ask to be allowed to dance and to get out their African drum, you may be 
satisfied that everything is correct. 

1,510. The bad slaves that you spoke of are from the northern part,?-Yesj 
those from the immediate neighbourhood of Sierra Leone, I fancy, have given 
the English Government a great deal of trouble; they are a bardy warlike set 
ofmen. 

1511' That is not far from the Kroo coast?-No. 
1.512. You get no slaves from the Kroo coast ?-That is too sweeping a 

clause; a boy that I have was shipped from Sierra Leone, according to his own 
account, but not, of course, with the cognizance of the British Government; 
they are brought outside in a canoe, and put into a slaver and brought over. 
A man who had been a driver in the West Indies Speculated upon that, but 
I fancy the business of sending them in that way is broken up at the present 
time; it used fo be called grinding them over again. If I understand it 
rightly, when you capture a slave vessel you send it to Sierra Leone fo he ad
judicated, and the slaves are turned adrift. A maTh who had been a driver in 
the West Indies along with a white 'man~ speculated upon· getting 20 or more 
of those men drunk, and then got them into a canoe and put them on board 
a slave vessel; he had an understanding With the captain. But I believe that 
has ceased. 

1.513. Mr. Villie7·s.] Did he make any agreement with the people to induce 
them to go willingly 1-1. cannot say; this boy said he came willingly, for this
reason, he could get nothing to eat; he was lying about at Sierra Leone. 

1514. Cliairman.] Is he in London with you ?-No ; I brought one here, and 
1 have had .trouble enough; bringing one to England is quite enough trouble 
in a man's lifetime; and I made him free; but I thought they would have sold: 
me for a slave in Liverpoul, in consequence of the trouble they gave me. 

1.515. Your great object is to induce the British Government to .legali.ze the 
slave trade ?-I ought not to have impudence enough to suggest anytlling like 
that, but I think if it were legalized, if your object is to lessen cruelty, it wouldr 
be lessened in that way. You are very fierce for expluring Africa, and have 
been for 40 years; and if you want to' get a trade in gold mines by the means 
I have suggested, you may get it by sending the slaves back after they have 
bE'en eight or ten years in Brazil, before they have forgotten their African 
habits; they would then form valuable communities. They are especially 
attached to working in gold mines; they would break away bars at the Dlouths 
of rivers, and by breaking away those bars, the country would become more 
healthy: it is unhealthy at the present time from the great accumulation of 
vegetable matter. 1 know from what people have said at various timeS', and; 
from the gold that I have seen that has come from there, that it is most abl1ll'" 
dant, so much so, that I often thought that if it were requisite, I would go 
myself; now I would not go. for I am too old. 

1516. You are not a sugar planterr-··No. I was inclined to buy, for a son 
I have, a sugar plantation. Since you have crushed the West India Islands, sugar
plantations in Brazil have risen up to a large extent; because if a man has a' 
shilling a day to pay, hI! cannot-compete With men who pay nothing; and the 
government of J3razil are DOW making very extensive establishments on the 
river M , between Bahia and J. . ; they have offered land' to' 
anybody who will go and take it; they offered .some to me. . 

151;. To. what" extent ~ the cultivation of sugar in BraZil been in
creased ?-I am told by those who are conversant with it. that i~ is rapidly in-

0·32. I T 4 creasing. 
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SenorJ. S. Clifft, creasillg. and no doubt from the means they hav~ of disposing of their sugar •. it 
III.D. will increase much more because slaves are getting cheaper. 

ISIS. The sugar is grown so cheaply, that you fed your cattle and your 
l7 February 1848. pigs upon the sugar ?-I did. I am not a regular sugar planter. IIive in a 

part where there are barren lands; the diamonds are found. upon the ridges 
-where the land is bad; but I planted sugar in the valley for those purposes. 

1.')19. And you could grow sugar cheap enough to permit you to feed your 
cattle and pigs upon it ?-We could grow it to any extent. Within 10 leagues 
of the part wherll I lived, there is an extent of 60 leagues, and ) 0 or 12 in 
breadth; that is the finest land I ever saw in my life, and there is abundance 
of timber, from 20 to 25 feet in diameter, such timber as I hardly ever saw in 
any part of the world. In this wood district the cane becomes ripe in 10 or 
12 months. 

1520. Sir E. Buxton.] You think that the slave trade has increased in 
the last few years?-Yes, of course it has, or we should have paid 800 milreas 
for slaves instead of 400. 

1521. What is the reason for that increase ?-A greater number of vessels 
being sent to the coast of Africa. 

1522. But what has induced the merchants of Brazil to import a larger num
ber of slaves than they formerly imported ?-Because one cargo of slaves is 
worth 10 cargoes of dry goods. 

1523. Is it not the fll;ct, that the increase in the import of slaves has been 
occasioned by the increased cultivation of sugar ?-I rather think that the in
crease of sugar planting at the present time arises from the circumstance of 
the slaves becoming cheaper j if they were at 800 milreas each. tbey would not 
have, carried the sugar cultivation on, because then they could not have 
bought slaves 'on credit. 

1524. Are you aware of the change of • duties which took place two years 
ago in this country I-Yes, I am aware orit. 

1525. Can you give the Committee any information upon the point, whether 
that change of duties has increased the cultivation of sugar in the Brazils 1-1 
sllould say decidedly it has. 

1526. To a large extent?-I can only speak to the immediate neighbour
hood of the part in which I lived, and of this new tract of ground which is 
being brought into cultivation by the order of the government. I know that 
many miners have deserted the mountains in the interior, and at present are 
planting sugar because coffee will pay no longer" at least it gives no large· 
~fu. . . 

1527. Can you state whether there are at present any extensive preparations 
for a further increase in the cultivation of sugar in the Brazils ?-Y 1'8, I think 
up to the present time it has been rapidly increasing, but to what extent I have
no means of knowing, for 'it is not my branch of business. 

152S. Are there at present any penal laws against the slave trade in the 
Brazils I-Yes; I have known one or two' persons who have been prosecuted for 
buying slaves: one' Englishman bought a slave, not knowing that it was a new 
slave, and he got into great trouble; he was chief commissioner of one of the 
companies: the company got off by paying treble the value of the slave. 

1529. You mention that the price of slaves on the coast of Africa was about. 
one or two muskets ?-It would be very difficult to state what the price at the 
present time is, because as much as 50 Spanish dollars have been given for a· 
slave. When a vessel comes down upon the coast, if the coast is clear and you 
can get slaves on board at once, you would be willing to give 50 dollans. The 
agents for selling them of course make the best bargain they can. 

1530. Can you state the average price on the coast 1-No; at the present 
time I fancy it is only a favourable opportunity of shipping them that makes 
the value greater. 

1531. Except for the interference of our cruisers, in your opinion the price 
would be very low indeed I-Yes,· you might call it three or four pounds; that 
is, in goods adapted for the African trade. 

1532. You said that the labour was not very severe on sugar plantations; do 
you mean that it is not severe during the crop time I-Of course, at that parti-
cular time it is. J 

153.3. How 
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1533. How many hours a day do they work 1-They very seldom work after Sonor J. S. Cliff., 
day light. The Brazilian is naturally an indolent man. therefore they will not II. D • 

. work as they did in the West Indies •. I have known them work there nearly the 
whole of the night, but the Brazilian will not do that. 17 February .848. 

1534. How long does the crop time last :-That would depend upon the 
amount of sugar to be made. I cannot answer that. 

1535. Can you state what the average profit of the successful voyage of a 
slaver is i' - I would decline to answer that question;. but 600 per cent. is not 
unusual, and 1,000 per cent. has bl!en made; but I cannot enter into any 
,detail of the cost of outfit. and so on; I would decline that. . 

1536. Where does the capital chiefly come from.?-I should decline to 
answer that question. . 

1537. Have you any knowledge what the mortality of slaves employed on a 
sugar estate is 1-No, I cannot say; but from what I have seen of them I should 
say of those who were treated well in Brazil, it was much less than it was in the 
West Indin; but I speak in reference to the slaves that came in olden times; 
.not lately, since your cruisers have been on the coast ;becaust', as regards 
those, the system suffers from the shock of coming over, and many of them die. 
~o much so, that there are now no second retailers of slaves as there used to 
be, because they die so frequently in the firSt two or three months. I have known 
30 leave the coast and go 20 miles up into the interior, and -15 have died; 
and I have known 160 landed, and 84 of those have died before they got into 
the interior. . . . 

1538. Mr. Miles.] What was the cause of that?-They were in such a 
dilapidated condition nature was completely overcome 'by the p~sage. . 

1539. Sir E. Buxton.] Do you consider that the African slave trade is at 
present a very profitable trade ?-I should say, from what I know of commerce 
generally. that there is nothing so profitable under the sun at the present time 
as that trade is. 

1540. Do you think that if our cruisers were withdrawn, and that trade 
were thrown entirely open, it would. continue to be so profitable ?-No; it is 
profitable at the present time from not knowing from one time to another what 
movement may be made; if the trade was once legalized, 1 have no doubt that 
the cost of slaves on the coast of Africa would be very much less; for the 
expense of bringing them would be very light, and they would not be worth 
more than 20 I., or so much. 

1541. If the trade were thrown open, the number of slaves carried across 
would be materially increased i-It takes, on my reckoning, on perhaps imper
fect data, 100,000 now to bring 60,000. If they were brought with a loss of 
three per cent. only, the bringing a smaller number would be sufficient; if you 
brought 70,000 it would give 68,000; consequently there would be 30,000, or 
plus the present number in the proportion they are now brought: from there 
being that number remaining they would become much cheaper; that which 
.makes them dear now is that the consumption of life is so great. 

1542 . .What do you consider to be the annual number that Brazil would 
take ;-1 can form no estimate of that, because the government is trying to 
stimulate pe?ple to industry; they are creating colonies, and so on. 

1543· Do you suppose. that if the price of slaves was reduced from the 
price which it has been on the average for the last 20 years, to 20 I., the num
ber of slaves imported would increase ?-Yes, if we can dispose of an article 
cheap, we produce more. 

1544· It would be limited by the quantity that you could sel1?-Yes. 
1545· What proportion do the women or girls that come across bear to the 

men ?-At present it is 4. in 100; in the last paper I saw, that was about the 
number. 

1546 •. You said that the price of the slaves at the present time in Brazil was 
400 milreas, or 601. i-Yes; and I said that in 1\1ay coming, from the exten 
sive preparations now carried on; I expected that it would be 300 mi1reas, and 
perhaps something less. ; 

1.547· You told us the value of slaves in 1830. Has not the value of the 
Illilrea altered since that ?-It is fluctuating every day; the excbange varies 
hm22~4~ . 

1548• So that it is not a very accurate measure i-No; when J left it was 
:28; it is now, 1 think, 29. . 

0·3~· U 1549. Are 
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SeJllIl' J. S. Cliffi'. 1549. Are the sInes that are imported into Brazil sold openly in the market! 
•• It. -Not exactly; we have not marketll for slaves as you have here for different 

. articles; they have been abolished in Rio; but if you go to the neighbourhood 
J7 February .848. of Rio the slaves are sold openly. ' 

'55u. Mr. Miles.] Are there barracoons in the same way 88 there are in 
Cuba ?-y e~, you mav term them barracoonB. : 

1551. Sir E. Bu-rton.] There are several Englisb companies in Brazil; 
have those English companies in Brazil 88 many slaves. now at they had 10 
years ago ?-I fancy not, for this reason, they can barely keep IIp the sugar 
cultivation; for the smaller amount they make, tbey have about the same 
proportion. 

15~2. Do they find it difficult to buy slaves 1-They are prohibited from 
buying them. . . 

1553. Do they IJIlt buy them ?~Olle English company buys thtmll but the 
others do not. 

1554. How many slaves do the English companies employ 'I-The MorrobeUo 
Company employ 800 or 900, and a fine set of slaves they are; and the Oengo 
Soco about 640. , 

1555. The English companies do employ slaves 1- At the present time they 
have them; there is one company that buys them. 

15.56. Mr.VUliera.] If their slaves die, how do they get labourers ?-They 
have to employ free labour. 

155i. Do we understand you to say that no English company buys a slave 
in Brazil ?-At the present time there is not one. 

155!!. Since what tinte has that been the case 7-Since the law was passed; 
the consul sent me a ticket with Victoria upon it and such a y".ar. 

1559. What law is th~t to which you refer1-A law that English subject$ 
purchasing slaves shall lose British citizenship; I thillk it was in the 2d " 3d 
Victoria that that law was passed. 

1560. You alluded to the period when 80me of our cruisel"s were withdrawn 
from the coast of Brazil; do you remember in what year that was ?-l think 
'in 1848 and 1844; the British cruisers were getting extremely offensive on the 
t:oast of Brazil. 

1561. Whenever the cruisers were withdrawn, did not the slave trade in
crease? -The trade bl'gan to increase from 1843 to the present time, not from 
the withdrawal of your cruisers, but from the system in which the slave trade 
is carried on. '. 

1562. The facility became greater after 1843 ?-Noi 1 do not thInk the 
'facilities are greater. If you have the intention to stop the bringing Df slaves 
from the 'coast, blockading Africa is the most likeiy means ~ the 'Canse of " 
greater number of slaves being brought now is the greater number of vessels 
'Which are employed in it. 

1563. But I understood you to say that a great increase has taken place 
in the slave trade between 1843 and the present time i-I have no statistical 
hleans of knowing that but from the falling price. . 

1564. The price was very high before 1843 ?-The price in 1843 and 1844 
was the hig\lest it ever reached, and they manB!led it so badly that it was coa· 
sidered that one in three, or one in five, would pay; but at that time they had 
very ISuperibrl"essels. 

1565. It was the high price of slaves that led to the number of slaves being 
increased 1-Yes. 

1566. And they fell from 800 to 400 milreas ?-Yell; that was the lowest 
they Muld be brought for. 

'567. This fall in the price of slaves led to elttended sugar cultivation?
Yes; because when the price was 400 milreas you would get six -months' 
credit, but when it'WU SO() rnitreas you would not have 12 hours' credit. 

1568. The risk to parties eDgaged in the tradl'! arises from our cruisers.,Bnd 
not from any penalties impoSfed by the government 't-No; I am aware of only 
one slaver being taken by a Brazilian vessel, and that was commanded by an 
Englishman, and the consequence was that he was dismissed from the &en'ice. 

1569. The Brazilian government wink at the thing altogether r-They wink 
at it. because it is not in the power of the government to do what they wish. 

1570. DQ ([lot you believe that ~V\lry person in any office of import.uloe in 
Brallil has an interest in this trade ?-. The only legitimate way (If making a 
. . . (ertllne 
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fortune in Brazil is ill thill trade; COUlQlerce iii subject W iuch . immense cam - Se ..... J. S. Cliffe, 
petition that profits are very small. M. P. 

157 J. What do you think would be the chance of eseaping, if a man eng~. 
in the slave trade were tried for piracy r-He would have a good dinne.r. ~7I'ebruar1IS4JI. 

157::1. You have "ery little douht that a very lenieQ.t view would be takeQ. of 
his CllBe 1-ln the first place, it would not be brought to tIjal; and if it W\l.l'll, 
he would not be convicted. 

1573. Public opinion is in favour of the slave trade 1-. Yes; there are many 
honourable mell who have made their {"rtunes; but all those who wish to ma,ke 
their fortunes, or are in circumstances to require jt, would alter into .thl! ~laye 
trade, Ill! far Ill! their means admitted of it. . 

I.S14. It is not t40ught dishono1j.rable to bl' connected with the i)-adl'? 
-No. 

1575. You have told the Committee that there has been a greater erowding 
of the slaves in consequence of the vigilance o.f the British cruisers; djd you 
refer to the period before the cruisers were on the station ?-No: when/1I1,I 

were blockading the coast of Brazil, as far Ill! I am .aware .crow. hearsay, do 
not think that they were crowded so much as they ha..-e been since you bj!.re 
been on tbe coast of Africa. 

15;6. Do you know anytbing of the trade before 1830 ?-Yes, I do. 
15i7. Are you preparE'.d to state that there was more humanity at that tiuie 

observed in the ships engaged in this business ?-Yes, most assuredly; b.ecause 
after the war most young mE'.n entered into that trade, and the mortality Wa& 
only three or four per cent. 

1578. Must it not Blways be an object to stow the slaves.as closely as you 
can ?-Yes; but when you have more than you can stow comfortably, you 
must expect to lose a good many. When there is an abundance of slaves, the 
persons buying them would overhaul them, and even bring a surgeon to 
examine them; but in the present falling price mlln are so glad to buy them 
that they even buy some who died within a day or two. I sent Il man to buy 
slaves for me, and several of them died within eight days. . 

1579. Since what time have steamers been engaged in the tl\&de ?-Off and 
on, for some years. 

1580. Do you suppose that this trade will go on if slaves pay well ?-It will 
go on till it will be limited by the C)onsumption, or by the necessary requirement 
of slaves. 

1581. 1 understand you to say that the slaves have fallen this yE'ar' in price, 
but you think the demand for slaves has increased;"': Undoubtedly: if 4,000 
eome on Monday, by Saturday night all those who are abloto stand or walk 
about you can st:ll. '. 

158:.1. Do you conceh'e that the increased cultivation of sligar has increased 
the demand ·for slaves ?-I think so, because nine·tenths of the slaves th;I.t 
come go on to the sugar plantations. Coffee is no longer prontable, and the 
coffee growers do not buy any. 

15~3. Inconsequence of coffee not being prpfitable,sugar is ~ore-cultivated! 
-Yes. . 
- 1584- Do you know anything of the Kroo coast?-I. have been Dn the 
coast: my information would not be worth having. 

1585. Do you conceive that there are a great number of those people who 
would be willing to emigrate t.-'1'here )night .be, ibut I sl;iould -not like to 
have anything to do with them. 

1586. Sir E. Buztoll.] They are a bold set of mep. 2,...,.Yes; they;wouldeither 
poison you or cut your throats in a short time. . 

1587. l\lr.Villiers.] Those people of wbom ·youspeak @potin.llllobit the 
Kroo ooast I-No; they come from the interior, they area mount~er jlet. 

ISS£'. \'Vhat would tempt them to go the Weill Indies?......J Ido not think 
4Ulything would tempt tQem to go. . 

1589. Do you think that. anyone could make a eoptrllCt.withlbllmtogo? .... 
There are some men that. call1ead off in going amongst such men, but lllhouid 
not like to go. 

1590. Do you conceive .that if 'bey .could.get emploYl1lent in the Weat 
Indies thlly would go voluntarily 1-Tbey would not: you ~ight get lame, 
blind, and worthless that were living on :t4e GOBSt of ;AJrica, .but fine active 
men, fit for work, you would not get. 

0·311. U 2 1591. !lfr .. 
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s....orJ. s. Cliffe, 1591. Mr. Miles.] But do you know \hat they have 'gone ?-No; I should 
II. D. think not any good meIlo fit for work. 

17 Feb,....., 1848 1592• Sir E. BfI.Z'lcm.] Are we to uuderstand you that" at the pres('nt the 
. cultivation of 8Ugar in Brazil has increased, and is increasing very largely 1-

Yes, it is said so; and 1 know frOID my own personal knowledge that it ili 
rapidly increasing in some parts of Brazil. 

1.~93. You mentioned about the stowage of slaves; do you suppose that the 
fear of our cruisers catching them cau~e8 them to stow tht'ir sla"es mOfl' 
c1osely?-Yes. IT by any possible means you can bring 700 where reasonably 
you would stow only 400; if you escape by selling your slaves, so will you mnk!' 
a larger profit upon the 700 than upon the 400. The orders to the captnin 
are to this effect: "Go and get a cargo of slaves: treat the men well ~ an,t 
when you bring the cargo I will tell you what I will give you when Yllu 
come. Bring as many as you can." 

1594. Mr. hliles.] Does the captain get so much for each sla\'e ?-He gct;t 
a present. 

1 59.'i. Does the value of the slaveR depend upon the part of the coast from 
which they come?- It does not now. '. 

1596. Some were more valuable formerly ?-Yes, from the east oC the Cape 
of Good Hope, for agricultural purpose~, the M blacks are Vt'I'Y 
valuable. 

1597. Upon what does their chief value depend ?-They are an active race 
of men, and become attached to you: you have them as nurses for your 
children, and household servants .. 

1.'i98. Sir E. BfI.Z'ton.] Do a large number come from the east coast i-
Not many, but they do come. . 

1599. Do you suppose that throwing open the slave trade would induce 
persons to import a larger number of women ?-No, I do not think that it 
would, unless there were some active legislative interference; for the fact is 
that in a black establishment one woman gives you as much trouble as five 
men. They have about five times the amount of vice that the men have. 

1600. Do you suppose· that if the ~lave trade were thrown open, the nUID ber 
of women would be filled up ?-I am afraid not. Among my neighbours at 
the present time there is a great feeling of a wish to buy women, and they are 
acting upon that feeling as much as possible; so that if it were possible to 
stop. any more importation of Africans, they should be able to breed slaves. 

1601. Mr. Viiliers.] 'i'hey do not depend upon the breeding of slaves, but 
upon a constant supply from Africa ?-Just so; but they want to provide for 
time coming. . 

1602. Sir E. Buxton.] Can you state upon any sugar estate what is the 
proportion of women to men 7-1t would be a matter of opinion; but I think 
10 or 12 per cent. ' 

1603. Mr. Miles.] How many are there upon your own estate ?-J am 
sorry to say that the p:roportion is less than that, but Ihave taken measures 
to remedy it. I have taken creole children. 

1604. Have you ever been at Cuba !-Yes; I have been very little there; 
I was in the-'Columbian service. 

1605. How long ago was that?-During the Columbian war. 
1606. Mr. Moffatt.] Are you of opinion that any system of cruising, either 

on the west coast of Africa or on the coast of Brazil, would put down the slave 
trade7-No;· fur. 18 years you have been trying, and you have not .done it 
yet. . 

'1601. Mr. Villier,.] You stated that you purchased children from the mother 
of those children, for a mere trifle; do you mean to mention that as descriptive 
of the state of the people; that they care nothing for their children, and that 

. they are ready to part with them ?-Yes: I ruention it as showing the low 
state of morality and moral feeling; but I have sometimes seen the people 
very affectionate to their children among the creoles. I should consider that 
those on the sea coast, who are brought much more in contact with the ~amen; 
become more abandoned than those in the interior. 

1608. Then this is not the character of the people generally?-No, I should 
say not, because it is repugnant to the feelings of nature that they should sell 
their children. 

1609_ Mr. 
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, 160g. _ Mr. Miles.' Would you say that there were more women than men in 
Africa generally 1-1 should say the women are more abundant than the men. 

1610. Sir E. Bu.rto..] The greater number of the staves come from a great 
distance up the COUlltry ?-From the head of the river . ; a great many 
come from the mountains of Congo, and from ----, 

The Hon. Captain Denman, R. if., called in; and Examined. 

1611. Sir E. Bu.rton.] THE subject upon which we propose to examine 
you is, the possibility of obtaining a supply of ~ labour from the coast of 
Africa: you are, I think, well acquainted with the coast of Africa :-Yes; I, 
have been acquainted with it for several years. 
, 1612. How long were you upon the coast?-I have been upwards ,of three 

years UpOIl the coast, at three different periods. The first time I went in a 
Brazilian slave ship, in 1834, and I have. since at different times been stationed 
there in command of cruisers. 

1613. Call you state from what part of the coast of Africa a supply of free 
negroes might be obtained ?-Some from the British colony of Sierra Leone, 
and a limit!'d number from the Kroo coast. 

-1614. What is the extent of the Kroo coast ?-Tlle Kroo coast is very limited 
in extent. 1 am not prepared to say what its extent in miles is; 1 should sup
pose it is not above a few miles in extent. The Kroomen are mixed with a 
people called Fishmen, who are very similar, and originally they were the same, 
but they are not the same now. The supply of Kroomen would be very limited. 

1615. You cannot tell what number might be obtained from the Kroo 
coast ?-A great number are employed on the coast, and a great number are 
also employed at Sierra Leone and at the Gambia; in fact it is all essential 
part of the proceedings of every English ship arriving there to obtain a number 
of Kroomen, and from what 1 see I should think they might get a supply of 
emigrants to the amount of 1,000 or 1,200 per annum; but thnt is a'llumber 
that would be quite insignificant in the West Indies, except that I believe it is 
found that new races brought in, stimulate those already there to work better. 

1616. May any number of Fishmen be obtained 1-1 thiuk not; the Fish
men are entirely boatmen; they live upon the water, and are indisposed to 
agricultural labour. 

1617. Do you suppose that the Kroomen are a free p!'ople ?-I have no 
doubt they are. 

1618. HOlv are their services obtained 1-By making a bargain with the 
headman of a certain llumber, 10 or perhaps 20 men. 

161 g. Do those headmen receive the wages 1-'1'he headinan receives the 
wages; it is a sort of apprenticeship. 1 do not know whether he gives back a 
portion to the others or not, but he receives it all. 

16~0. You do not know whether he gives back any portion to, the others 1-
I have no doubt that he does give them a portion. 

1621. Are there any other parts of the coast of Africa from which free 
labourers might be obtained ?-None others that 1 know of. 

16<12. How do you suppose that we could obtain any number of free 
labourers 1-0nly by purchasing them, and entering into the slave trade. 

1623. Taking that portion of the coast of Africa whi,ch belongs to the Por
tuguese, do you suppose that we could obtain free negroes from there 1-lt is 
perfectly impossible, in my opinion: there is no negro who has any other notion 
of going to the West Indies except as a slave, exposed to all the horrors of the 
passage across, and followed up by all the miseries of field labour there; and 1 
think it would be perfectly impossible to instil into their minds a confidence 
that this would be an exception to the general rule to which their relatives and 
fellow-countrymen have been always exposed whenever embarked. 

1624. If West India ships were to go to Africa to purchase labourers, would 
they be liable to seizure 1-Yes,if the equipment with regard to water is more 
than sufficient for the vessel'. crew. Merchant vessels going to the coast know 
this liability to seizure, and therefore the vessels usually employed are very 
cautious to take such a quantity of water only as thl'Y absolutely require. 'l'o 
receiTe on board any numbe~ of Africans it is quite evident that they must have a 
quantity of water considerably beyond the necessities of the crew, and under 
the treaties a Tessel so equipptd would be subject to seizure; that is, under 

0.3:01, u 3 ' British 

Senor J. S. Clifft. 
,II'. D. 

17 february 1~48. 

Hon. Capt, 
DfmmanJ B ••• 



ISO MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN REFORE THE 

HOB CaP'. British treaties with European powers, 8l1el· which are reciprocal ill their 
• Den......, IlL. If. operation. 

1625. U we could obta.m a number of negroes who were able to work, do 
17 FebI'llM'J18.8. you think that they would be willing to work in the West Indies r-They would h. 

willing to work when introduced in small numbers into a population aecustomed 
to labour; but if you brought such a number as to make a material addition 
to the population, I believe that they would squat and be what tbey are in 
their own country, for ther are not accustomed to labour in that severe 8l1d 
continuou. ID8l1Der which JIi required ill the West Indies. 

1626. Are YOIl acquainted with the COUlltry of the Kroomen?-Yel; I was 
stationed there. 

1627. Did you ever know a case in w'hich women we..ooe exported with them. ~ 
-Never. 

1628. They stay by themselves?-Yes, and the KroOll1en always retum 
home; they Me never known to stay &om their cOllntry beyond a oertain time. 

1629. Do you think that they would be induced to ~migrate to the West 
Indies unless an engagement were made with them that they should returll to 
their own country ?-l think not; I think they would not go unless they were 
1:ertain of there being the lI)eans for their return. 

1630. Mr. Vitliers.] To what part have they gone r-There is a vessel now 
stationed which is constantly making the passage from the Kroo coast to the 
West Indies, but I am afraid she has carried over very few; they are a tluspi
dous people, and will only trust a man when they know him thoroughly. If 
the Growler had been commanded by an officer who was knowB to thes8 
people and \'\'as 1)apular amongst them, I have not a doubt that they wou1<l have 
gone in considerable numbers; but it was commanded by a person wh') (though 
he may bave been very competent in other respects) did not know the people. 
and the consequence WIJS that he carried no guarantee to their minds that what. 
he said was true, and I believe the experiment has wholly failed. 

1631. Do you believe that the fate of their countrymen in the Wellt Indies 
is known to the natives of other parts of Africa 1-1 cannot say that is the case, 
but it is a very common thing for liberated Africans to return to their OWl'l· 

country; and another thing which would deter them is, that they see the treat
ment of the slavl's in the barracoon.~, where they are chained and treated with. 
great cruelty. . . 

1632. Mr. Miles.] The Growler took IlOme Kroomen the other day, did she 
not 1-1 believe they were liberated Africans, and not Kroomen. 

'1633> Was the Growler on the Kroo coast?-I do not know her course of 
proceeding, but I know that she was sent out for Kroomen; that was the 
object in view. But the Kroomen will come up tG Sierra Leone in their own 
canoes; and whenever there is a demand for their labour, they are ready 
enough to go. . 

1634. Sir E. BUalton.l Are you acquainted with the religion of the Kroo
men r-Jt is a paganism; I am not aware of its peculiar character. 

1635. Do you know whether they would be likely to become Christians, if 
they were with Christian people ?-Wherever they go, they are totally inde-. 
pendent 'of the people amongst whom they are. They live together; so 
strongly is the line of demarcation drawn, that even Fishmen .and Kroomen do 
1l0t amalgamate in any way. If you get Kroomen and J!'ishmen together' in 
your ships constant quarrels occur, and I do not believe that there is an in
stance known of a Krooman being converted to Christianity. 

1636. Do you think that Kroomen, to any great extent, would belikely to be, 
permanently settled in .the West Indies? -I believe their numbers are too 
insignificant to make that a question of any great importance; but 1 do not 
believe that they would permanently settle in the West lndies. 

1637. And the ,Fishmen would not be induced to emigrate to the West 
Indies ?-l think not. I am by no mealls confident upon that point. They 
perhaps might be willing to go, but I doubt their adaptation and inclination to 
field labour. Their habits, 8sregards readiness :to emigrate, are precisely 
similar to tho~e of the Kroomen. 

'163S.Is tbere slavery among the Fishmen ?-There 'is the same -CUlltom 
among them as among the Kroomen; they are lIul>ject to headmen, 'Who are 
over small lIumbers. 

1639. :Are you·aware whether any slaves have ever been shipped from the Kroo 
coast 1--
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coast ?-Never. There is 'one fact,which I have ascertained from the best H~n.C;:apt. 
authority, upon the part of the coast which was near my station, and which D ... "",n, IL. w. 
I have known Bince 1835, where the SlavliI trade was completely at an end. 
between the Kroo coast and Cape Palma&, a part of what is called the Fish 17 February 1848. ' 
coast, they are now, for the first timE' for 20 years, making preparations on a 
large scale for carrying on the slave trade. That is a part where, to my own 
knowledge, the slave trade has not existed for 15 or 16 years. 

1640. Can you give any rea.~on for this breaking out of the slave trade bi 
that place 1-1 attribute it to the fact' of proper principles not having been 
continued to be acted upon by the squadron on the coast, together with the 
effect of the law of 1846. 

J 641. What plan would you have adopted on the coast?-The only plan is 
to block up the points of exportation unremittingly! I meah a blockade in the 
limited sensE' of carrying into effect one's authority and of preventing the 
approach of slave vessels to the points from which slaves are exported. While 
you maintain such a blockade there may be 50 vessels in the offing waiting for, 
slaves, but so long as you persevere in blocking up the poiuts of export no harm 
is done; if on the contrary you go off in chasl', though you may catch two or 
three, others will slip by you and caITY off slaves. As long as the principle is 
not adopted of blocking up the points of embarkation, in my opinion we are 
doing nothing effectual to the suppression of the slave trade. 

1 642. Do not you think that if cruisers were managed according to your 
plan in aU respect~, you could very much diminish the slave trade?-We could 
put an end to it entirely,and it must be followed up by the destruction of 
the barracoons by treaty with the native chiefs. This blockade stops the slave 
trade, and the other eradicates it. If you have a treat)· with the native chiefs 
saying that the slave trade shall not be resumed, and that if it is resumed 
Great Britain shall be entitled to put it down, you have the means of entirely 
destroying it. 

1643. Do you think that may be done ?-1 have no question of it. I had 
1,000 miles of coast under my charge, and in two places I entirely stopped the 
slave trade. In one place they exported previously 12,000 slaves a year; they 
exported only 500 during 10 months while I blockaded it. We captured 23 
slave vessels, and the parties were entirely thrown upon their backs; they did 
not know what to do; and then 1 was enabled to go in, pnder treaty with the 
nati'l'e chiefs, and destroy the barracoons, and for two years not a single slave 
was exported from that port. At the present moment there has been some 
relaxatioll of the principle of blocking up the points of export, and the slave 
trade has to some extent sprung up again; but it is perfectly insignificant as 
compared with what it was formerly. And at another point upon the cuast, 
Young Cestos, I kept a vessel at anchor for a long time. If you have a vessel 
for nine months blocking up a place, and then from a want of proper 8lTange; 
lI1ents she is obliged to go away to get provisions or water, in those three 
months dwing which she is absent, the slave trade will be carried on with an 
activity which will much more than make up for the losses caused by your 
vigilance for nine months, and all your exertions are thereby tbrown away at 
that place. I kept the vessel at anchor, and at last the slave trader gave up all 
his slaves to thecllptain of the cruiser and abandoned ~he slave factOl"Y. 

] 644. You think that by a change of system we not only need not despair 
of very much diminishing the slaove trade on the coast of Africa, but that we 
might effectually put it down ?-l am sa:tisfied that we might, by acting uPO'll 
these principles; they are the same principles which were stated by me in a 
memorandum to Lord Aberdeen in the year 1844, and which were adopted by 
Her Majesty's Goverummt. 

1645. HIlI'e YOIl a copy of that memorandum. ?-This is it. 

[The Witness deli!iered in tile same, IVAicla is asfollIlUl8:] 

M EM ORANDUM, on the Suppression of the Su VB TILADB. 

To effect the luppre •• ioa of the .Iave trade. it is indispensable thlLt a consistellt all(\ Uniform system 
uaiform course of proeeediog should be followed, and it isoilly by a well-eonaidered system, nece_r)' 10 loa

, complete in its arrangements, and carried into executiOJl with judgmeDi and peraevenmc~ce ... 
that this great undertaking can be accomplished. , • 

Every e[ort should be directed to pl'eveut the embarkation of slaves i aftlr &laves 
lire embarked the motives for the pro>!eCutiQa of the traffic contioue uncbecked, lor the 
African slave merchnnt is,jndillerollt as to tile 'ilto of the uegroes for w.ho~ lie hu ,ot ~I 
, 0.32. U 4 Ilflce 
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lion. Capt. 
DmmtJ", N. a. 

price and wben a vessel bas once got clear of the land, the cbances must ever be greatly in 
favo~r of tbe succesa of the voyage; but even if five such vessels out of six were captured, 
the enormous profits of the successful vessel would more than cov." the losaes incurred by 

17 Febru81)' 1848. slave dealers by the capture of Ihe other five: All desultory. p.fforts ~her~forO! against s?c~ a 
traffic mnst be of necesaity ineffectual, espeCIally as the gmlty partIes, In the great maJonty 
of instances are subject to no punishment beyond tbe forfeIture of tbe property embarked. 

Even, ho~ever, supposing for a moment that these reasont did not show the inutility of 
the employment of a force on the west shore of the Auantic for thO! s~pprelBion of the sl"ve 
trane, tbe impossibility of examining more than a very small proportIon of the vast number 
of vessels met witb in tbose quarters, the great inconvenience to foreign trade which never
thelese would be caused by the number of vessels searcbed. to Bay nothing of the invidious 
character of such a sy.tem of surveillance on the coasts of civilized states, would aJone be 
sufficient ground for preferring Africa as the scene of operations. 

But the absolute inefficacy of the desultory cruising of a few ships on coasts like those of 
Brazil or Cuba, several thousand miles in extent, on every point of which the slave dealer 
is regarde~ as ~ ben~f"ctor, .and wher,: the allthorities vie with the inhabitants in aiding and 
abetting h,s enmes, IS suffiCIently obVIOUS. 

On the African coast the case i8 very different; the haunts of the slave tt"Bde are well 
known; and the limits of the range of coast available for the removal of slaves from each 
slave depot for the purpose of being embarked in security, ar" generally clearly defined by 
the neighbourhood of hostile tribes, European settlements, or natural obstacles. 

Squadron. off Cuba and Brozil totally For these reasons the s';\uadrons on the coast of Brazil and Cuba can 
;neffective for the suppre .. ion of th~ never be of esselltial servICe in suppressing the slave trade, eVen though 
6la.e trade. they were increased tenfold. 
All the force employed in Ruppressing Every vessel employed in the suppression of the slave trade should be 
the .Iave trade should he .totioned on stationed on the coast of Africa, Blld tbe very idea of BSBailing the traffic 
the coast of Africo. 
The force used iu suppressing tlte slave 
trade stated in Parliamenta.ry Return8 
to amount to 68 vessels. 

on the western shol'es of the Atlantic ought to be at once abandoned. 
For thiB object a single cruiser on the coast of Africa would he of more 

service than the whole of the West India and Braziliau squadron&, and 
yet near one balf of the force nominally employed in puttmg down the 
slave trad .. is at present stationed in these quarters. 

Porce required to Ruppress the slave The tollowing observations apply to the slave trade carried on from the 
trode ou the Western coost of AfrICa. western coast of Africa; and the measures recommended, if fully carried 

into operation, would, it is confidently believed, in a very short time, reduce the tmfllc to 
all .amount comparatively insignificant, and effect its complete suppression at no remote 
period. 

Division of the 
coust. 

The force employed on this service should consist of not less than siK small ltesm vessels. 
and 24 sail of the fastest sailing cruisers, rendered more efficient for the climate by increased 
~ails, and furnished with boats adapted for the service. 

With regard to expense, it may be remarked, that no expenditure can be so extravagant as 
that which, for tbe want of a trifling increase, promises to last for ever without fulfilling ita 
object, wben, by an additional e/fort, the object may be obtained, and tbe expense, after .. 
comparatively short interval, rendered no 10llger necessary. But there is 5tl'on~ reason to 
believe that the force employed in this service, now scattered over the world, would be 
more than sufficient, if concentrated in the only quarter where its services can be effectual; 
and unless all feeble and desultory efforts in remote quarters. futile attempts which can 
only aggravate the horrors of the traffic without materially diminishing its amount, are 
abandoned, and it is resolved to grapple with the slave trade on the coasts of Africa, the 
attempt at suppression bad better be at once and for ever given up. 

The following are the obJects to which the efforts of the squadron on the coast of Africa 
sbould be directed: 

First. 'fa keep the slave depots unremittingly secnred from the access or escape of slave 
vessels. . 

lSecondly. The negotiation of treaties with the native chiefs for the abolition of the slave 
trade..·· 

Thirdly. Tbe breaking of slave factories, whetber by virtue of treaty or under other cir
cumstances rendering their destruction justifiable. 

These may be termed tbe direct means hy which the slave trade may be put down; other 
means, which may be described as indirect, will be hereafter referred 10. 

Befol'e, however. entering more into detail with respect to these proceedings, it may be 
useful to observe that the west coast of Atiica is so greatly extended, the inhabitants of 
such different characters and institutions, and even the climate in different parts 80 

various, tliat it is highly important that on every elistrict of the coast, ~oo or 600 miles in 
extent, there should be a divisional senior officer, readily to be referred to OB aJl occasions, 
and who should be authorized to act as opportunity offered and circumstances might 
warrant in opening negotiations, in carrying into effect treaties already cnncloded, and in 
suppressing the slave trade by such other means as might present themselves 10 accol'dance 
with the general principles laid down by Her Majesty's Government. • 

It should be tbe constant duty of these officers to regulate the movements, and arrange 
for t~suPPlies of the section of the squadron committed to their charge respectively, by 
the se ior officer in command, to whom. they wonld be immediately responsible for the 
uue exe ution of the service intrusted to them. ' '. 

The senior officer in command on the west coost of Africa .bonld be in s steam vessel, or 
pel'witted to"use those under his orders for the purpose of enabling him to move rapidly 
trompoint to Point, and thus to exercise a {>racllcal control and superintendence over the 
,lIxecution of tbe lervice, in all quarter. withm the limits of hia comQlRnd. 

Depots 
• 
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Depots of provisions and coals should be established at Cape Coast or Accra, and at 
Fernando Po, or at one of the islands in the Bight of Biafra; as the success of the measures 
proposed altogether d.epends on t~e. power of s~staini.ng the system. of pre..ention unre
mittingly the convemence of obtalUlOg supplies IS ohVIously of. great Importance. 

'lhe parts of the C<last from when~e the slave trade is prosecuted are well known, and 
the force proposed would be sufficient to occupy at the same time all those fl"Om whence 
tile traffic i. carried on to any cObsiderable extent. 

It is not sufficient to .top up the mouth of a river, or to watch a particular port; the 
whole coast must be occupied whenever slaves can be moved f,"Om tlie depot to meet the 
slave sbip and evade the cruisers; the limits. of sucb districts, as ba. been already stated, 
ma." generally be clearly ascertained. 

the system to be pUl"Sued i. that pf blockade, close, vigilant, and unremitting; but this, 
of course, can ollly be applied to vessels which Her Majesty's ships possess special power 
to intercept by virtue of treaty or otherwise. 

On the other hand, it may be assumed in practice, tbat all vessels actually carrying 
slaves for traffic, or equipped fur that purpose, may be intercepted by Her Majesty's ships, 
as wbatever the ostensible cha"acter of such vessels, no instance has been known for 
several years of one not proving really to belong to Spain, Portugal, or Brazil, tbe only 
nations to whose territories cargoes of slave. can be directed, and all ~a'ties to treaties 
whicIJ every one of Her Majesty's ships on the coast of Africa is authorlzed to ~arry into 
effect. . 

Witb the pressure of this system the activity and energies of the slave trader increase, 
and so perfect are tbe arrangelOents in parts where it has been already partially ndopted, 
that a single hour from the arrival of the slave vessel suffices to embark a cargo of slaves, 
and to commence the return voyage. 

But where tbe system has hitherto been pursued there has been no organized plan of 
furnishing Her Majesty's ships with supplies, aud after three months elfectual service the 
cruiser was always compelled to abaudon her station for supplies of wood, water and pro
visions, generally involvinlf an absence of at least tbree weeks. During even a single day 
of that ,eriod the mave <lealers might possibly sbip as many slaves as would cover the 
losses 0 a wbole year. They, moreover, could always pretty accurately calculate the 
periods at wbich supplies would be required. 

It requires close observatioo, IIssisted by local experience, to perform these duties 'effec
tively and to baffle the various shifts whicb the slave dealers' resort to. An intimate know
ledlle of the winds. and currents, which dilfer greatly in different parts, as well as the 
creeks, rivers, &c., is indispensable, and it is theretore very desimble tbat croisers sboold 
not be removed to distant parts witbout urgent necessity, especially as during passages 
their services are entirely thrown away. 

Tbe capture of slave vessels is entirely secondary to tbe great object of preventing tbe 
embarkation of slaves; cruisers should therefore never leave open a slave port, even lor an 
hour, for the purpose of chasing vessel.. Not only in such cnses have many cargoes been 
embarked by other slave vessels arriving during the absence of tbe cruiser, but not unfre
quently the very vessel chased has doubled her pursuer in tbe night, and, returniog to tbe 
der.at, carried off her slaves in security. . 

fhe steamers should be employed in keeping the squadron. supplied with provisions, or 
in ~lie:ving the cruisers for the purpose; so that the several stations may be unremittingly 
mamtamed. 

It may be laid that the slave trade will only be driven elsewhere; but the fact is that its 
course cannot be changed without great expense and discouragement; and long before 
anything like a compensating trade could be established elsewhere the first would be alto
gether pot down, and tbe cruisers disposable to crusb the new attempt in the bud. 

The"e will be cases in which vessels destined ultimately to carry slaves will arrive at the 
slave depot without equipment, subjc('ting them' to capture; and it lIlay in some instances, 
especially in rivers, not be possible to seize tbem between the period of their receiving their 
equipmenta on board and embarking their can;oes of slaves. In any event, however, the 
capture of such vessels may be reduced to a certainty, on their attempt to escape with 
slaves. In tbe Bonny River, once the moot successful haunt of slave trade, experience has 
sbown that tbe zealous efforts of active and vigilant officers must annihilate the traffic, even 
under such circumstances. 

This system, wberever vigorously carried out, would be undoubtedly sufficient to put an 
end to tI,e slave trade, tbougb, perhaps, not to eradicate it; but this result migbt be 
g~atly accelerated, and completely effected by obtaining the co-operation of the native 
.ehlefs. 

Hon. Capt. 
DtfI11ItI,,~ R. If. 

17 Febuary 1848. 
Watching slave 
depots. 

Already adopted 
by me on the coast 
between Cape Verde 
and Cape Palmas. 

On my station, I 
provided against 
,this evil by timely 
reliefsundsupplie. j 
the result was 
signal Sl1ccess at 
Gallinss und New 
Cestos. 

Many opportunities will probably occur during tbe operations recommended, of con
vincmg tbe native cbiefs of the desire of Great 13"itain for their welfare and improvement; 
and no occasion should be lost of conciliating them, and obtaining their confidence. 

Negotiations with 
the l1atives. 

8hould the character oCthe place be such as to make it desirable to enter into negotia
tions, it should be signified to the chiefs at the commencement of tb .. operations that tbey 
tan ne.ver more carry .o~ the. slave trade; that on concluding a treaty containing certain 
.,.,ndillons for the abohllon ot that traffic, the Queen of Enaland will grant them a valuable 
present. This notification may be left to work. upon th:m while the lesson of the 00-
po"";bility of prosecuting that traffic is in operation. 

It ~Il\ be ~neral\y lound tba~ a very few months will render the native chiefs eager to) 
Regollate •. In some cas":" the mollves ~ay be doubtful; the utility however of treaties ,muit 
be unqueallonable, prOVided they can tam B clause to the effect that Her Majesty's forces. 

o·3~· X .hali 
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Han. Capt. shall be empowered to put down slave trade by force, if it be resumed contrary to their 
Den .. "", •• _. stipulations. 
-- In all cases the presents should be deli.vered at .the ti!De the treaty is si~ned. - Imme-

17 February 1848. diately afterwards it will be necessary to c.lalm tbe. liberatIon of tbe ~Ia"es beld for expo ... 
.tation, and the destruction of all the bUlldmg8 and IlIIplemeots exclusIvely used or adapted 
for use as implements of slave trade, demands that must, if necessary, be enforced. \Vith 
respect to the other stipulations, a reasonable time must be given for their fulfilment. 

Destruction of 
a1ave factori ... 

After the conclusion of a treaty one cruiser must be left to watch over the conduct of the 
chiefs, and to report all the circumstances that may occur to the divisional oeoior officer. 

Great .discretion will be re,!uired ~n carrying the trea~es in~o effect; and it will be proper 
to abstam from excessIve ngour m enfOl"Cmg any stIpulations that may have been disre
garded sbort of the establishment of, or continnance in slave trade, in regard to which the 
powers of the treaty should be can'ied out to their full extent, taking the utmost care to 
inllict not the slightest injury to the legitimate trade, if any should exist . 

.It seems also that where slave dealers have been guilty of any insult or injury to the 
:British lIag, Her Majesty's force. will be justified in rooting them out through the medium 
of tbe sovereign authorities of the country in which they are located, and wbo must of 
course be responsible fOI' such outrages committed in their territories. 

The common practice of making slaves of the people of Sierra Leone, affords frequent 
opportunities of this description; in such ca~<:" it is the hounden dut;y of all British autho
l'lues to rescue them, and to enforce the abohtlon of the slave trade, ot whICh they have heen 
victims, as the only effectual means of preventing the recurrence of such an outrage, and of 
obtruning adequate satisfaction for the monstrous wrong committed against Great Britain. 

Indirect measures. These measures, however effectual at the time in putting down slave trade, would be 
nevertheless of little avail were it· not for those inlluences which operate by civilizing the 
people of Africa to which we must trust for the nltimate extirpation of the traffic, BUd 
which already afford essential aid to the more direct effort.. The first advance in civiliza
tion commences with the decrease of the slave trade; as invariahly springing up to suppl)' 
its place, begins the cultivation of the 80il, and the slow but certain growth of IOdustrious 
habits. Hand in hand with legitimate commerce, which commeuces only with the export 
of prod nee, come the labours of th" missionary; and, lastly, we may look to the Africans 
of .sien·a Leone, emancipated by us from bondage, as likely to afford most important 
assIstance. 

These people, liherated by Her Majesty's ships from slave vessels, amonnt to near 40,090, 
and they are genel'ally imbued with a deep sense of the inestimahle benefits they have re
ceived from Great Britain. One very remarkable feature is the stroug desil'e and hope they 
universally entertain of returning to tnei. native land; and by them might be disseminated 
intelligence and information; and in the communication with the interior which may be 
opened by their means, the effects of the confidence they would inspire in tbe purity and 
beneficence of the views of Great Britain, it would be probahly difficult to over-estimate. 

It is impossible to conceive anything more calculated 10 make a deep and enduring im
pression in softening and elevating the minds BUd habits of a barbarous people than the 
testimony which every liberated African must convey to his fellow-countrymen. . 

For the several objects of extending legitimate commerce, of opening opportunities to the 
missionary, and of affording I'rotection and assistance to the libel'Sted Africans returning to 
their own countries, it would be of the greatest service to establish a few posts at different 
parts of the coast, which might be supported at a trilling expense without a single wbite 
person being required, and placed under the superintendence and control of the senior 
ollicer or the governor of the nearest cclony. . ' 

The points most favourable for such establishments between the Gambia and the Congo 
appeared to be Bulam .. an island of very great commercial importsnce, to which settlers 
from the Gambia and Sierra Leone would resort in great numbers, Cape Mount, Dix's 
Cove, Whydah, or Badagry, and One of the Amboises ifrs.ible, Fernando Po, or one 
of the larger islands in the Bight of Biafra should be obtaine , which would however require 
a larger establishment. 

But the measures which may indirectly assist the suppression of the slave trade involve 
so many considerations that it would be out of place to enter into the snbject more at large. 
Every step warrauted by the law of nations that tends to contrast the safe and certain ad
vantages of lawful commerce with the precarious existence and destructive consequences of 
slave trade cannot fail to produce beneficial consequences. On the other hand, even while 
-adopting strong measures for the suppression oftbe latter, the operations most be conducted 
with humanity, and every means .taken of convincing the natives of the entire justice of Ihe 
proceedings, and that the motives by which Great Britain is actuated in her efforts to sur
press the slave trade are the improvement, welfare, and happiness of the people of Africa. 

. 1646. The 

• The following letter was afterwards received from Captain Denman in relation to the above 
memorandum: 

My Lord, United Service Club, 22 February. 
The memorandum which feU into your Lordship's hands, when I .... examined before the Sugar 

Committee, w .. not brougbt down by me _with the intention of being produced in the cou... of my 
evidenoe. 

I hod been .. ked for it in a totally dil£erent quarter, where I intended to call and I ... ve it after I \e& 
the Committee. 

Ao, 
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1646. The last witness stated that he had known the case of a mother who 
wished to sell her children; from your knowledge of the people do you 
imagine that that i3 their character ?-I was four months on board a slaver 
full of slaves. In the horrible state of misery in which they, were, all natural 
feeling seemed to be gone. I have seen the mother apparently glad when her 
child was released from suffering, and show no emotion when its body was 
thrown overboard; but I am satisfied that the affection of Africans gene
rally, for their relations, is quite a!\o jtrong as it is with ourselves; I mean 
between mothers and children, and between brothers and sisters by the 
same mother. I believe that their affections are as warm as they are with 
ourselves; and it is a curious fact that, of four liberated Africans who are now 
in this country as witnesses in a trial which has just occurred, three, on being 
landed at Sierra Leone, found among the liberated Africans relations whom 
they never expected to see again, who had been carried away many years before 
in slave ships; and the affection that they showed was quite equal to that which 
white people would have felt under similar circumstances. 

164i. With regard to Sierra Leone, do you imagine that a large number of 
the people there might be induced to go to the West Indies ?-I think not; 
they are too well off. From the Gallinas I brought up 900 slaves, and out of 
those therc are two in this country. These Africans have been taught English. ; 
they ha"e got little habitations at Sierra Leone; they have been taught a trade; 
they earn, one states, I $. a day as masons, the other 268. a month, and that 
without severe labour. You cannot suppose that they would be willing to go 
over to the West Indies, with the eompetence and happiness that they already 
enjoy. ' 

164~. Are YOll aware of the number that there are in Sierra Leone ?-From 
30,000. to 40,000 liberated Africans; that number may comprehend the descend-, 
ants of liberated Africans, but 1 think you will find under that name at least 
30,000. , 

1649. Could you recommend any remedy, by providing labour, or in any 
other way, for the present very depressed state of our West India colonies 1-
The remedy I would recommend would be the abolition of the slave trade, 

1650. Do you consider that practicable ?-1 think it perfectly practicable; and 
when we are told that steamers are being built such as we cannot overtake, we 
may build steamers also, and fit them up equally well; and what 'would a slave 
steamer do if she came to a point of embarkation and found a man of war there? 
The number of points of embarkation are limited. 

1651. But if you blockaded one river or one point of embarkation, would not 
they carry their sla"es to another point of embarkation which you had not 
blockaded 1-The distance which slaves can be carried is always limited in 
extent, either by hostile tribes or by other causes. I believe you may always by 
vigilance and activity prevent, at every point where slave depots exist, the 
embarkation of slaves from them; and it is a long operation to, change a slave 
dep()t: it is no longer the case of a mon running leisurely down the coast, and 
picking up two or three slaves here, and two or three there, but they must 
now be collected together lind ready to go out the moment a vessel arrives, or 
she is seized. 

1652 • If we were to blockade 'for a year or two one part of the coast, as the 
slaves come from great distances up the country, would they not carry them 
to' another part of the coast ?-Yes; but we should have ample time to see 
what was going on, and meet them at that new point. 

1653· You do not think that, any measures they might toke would prevent 
your carrying it out ?-No; and I contemplate a blockade followed up with the 
destruction of the barracoons, under the slave'treaties. 

1654. Mr. 

A8t~OWever, it ,haa ~n ,priDtt:d hi tb~ Conimi~ it is'necessary that lahould point out to your 
Lord.blp A material POIDt m wbtch It dillon from that wbich was laid before Lord Aberdeen, and 
wltiob,..DB the foundation of tbe oyot_ whicb h .. been called that of blockade. 

I~ tlle memorand ~m to Lord Aberdeen, the foroe I recommended as adequate was 24 sail, inclusive 
~f lUX steampl'I, which on mOTe m!'ture consideration I was of opinion would be sufficieut to carry 
1010 offc.t tho plan I propooed. '\: our Lordship will observo the copy ill the bands of tho Comminee ' 
states, II six steamers aDd 24- BRi~iDg. vessels." In other r;speoUl 'be memorandum, though not an 
e.not copy, to the best of my belief, IS oub.mntiaUy the same as thot Ddopted by Her Maj .. ty's late 
GoverDlJlcmt. 

'The Hoooumble Lord Georgo Bootinck. 
0·32. X 2 

1 bave,&c. 
(signed) los. Den""",. 

HOD. Capt. 
Denman, B.~. ---

'7 February 1848. 
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Hon. Capt. 1654. Mr. Villiel"s.] Would you place perfect reliance on the native chief" 
Denmatl, n.N. not being interested in the slave trade, and observing their. treaties ?-I should 

have no confidence in the native chiefs, but 1 should trust to my own vigilance 
Ii February 1848. in detecting the slave trade, and putting it down by force the moment the 

treaties gave me the power to do so. -
1655. Do you find a readiness on the part of the chiefs to enter into those 

treaties ?-Yes, after the slave trade has been stopped by a long course of pre
vention. 

16.56. Do they not derive a profit from the slave trade l-Yes; it is a profit 
to the chiefs, but attended with very great misery to the inhabitants. 

16.57. What is the inducement to the chiefs to make such a treaty (-If the 
blockade is carried on (I mean a blockade in a limited sense), not all commerce 
being prevented, but only the slave trade stopped, then the chief despairs, and 
he consents, perhaps under the idea that you will go away and think no more 
about it ; 1 think, under these circumstances, you will always find the chiefs 
ready to enter into those treaties. 

16.58. The stopping of tire slave trade is an injury to them, and you propose 
that they should enter into treaties to stop that slave trade, though the stopping 
of it is an injury to them ?-I do not think you will induce the chief to enter 
into treaty till he despairs of carrying it on, but then there is another means 
that Government should make use of; wherever Great Britain has anything t() 
complain of, she should demand as a compensation, or as the remedy for that, 
the abolition of the slave trade, and insist upon a treaty to this effect; I believe 
that will be perfectly just, because in almost every case which 1 have known, 
the cause of disputes which have arisen has been the slave trade. Though 
a temporary loss, I believe the suppression of the slave trade would be the 
greatest possible benefit eventually to all classes in Africa. 

16.59 .. Have those people any idea of any other commerce than that of sell
ing their own subjects ?-They do not sell their own subjects; they make war 
with their next neighbours, and then the prisoners of war they sell; and they 
arrange that by saying to one another, "I will make war upon you, and then 
you shall sell my people, and I will sell yours." 

J 660. Is there anything like civilization on any part of the coast? - Yes. 
1661. Do they carryon any trade?-Yes; the (iallinas is the only place 

where the sla,e trade existed, absolutely without any alloy of legitimate trade. 
in every other part where slave trade is carried on, more or less legal trade 
exists also; and it is an interesting fact, that' whenever they co· exist, just in 
the same proportion as the slave trade is checked, legitimate trade springS up 
in its place. . . 

1602. You have had some experience enabling you to speak to that ?-Yes; 
the principal slave trading on the coast was at the River Bonny, and now 
there is none, and a great trade in palm oil has sprung up in that placp-. 

1663. You have a treaty with the chief of Gallinas :-Yes; but it was a most 
inveterate place for the carrying on of the slave trade. 

1664. Was the treaty observed 1-. The treaty was observed as far as regarded 
this point, that they should give up their negroes to me, and abolish the 
factories; but they did not agree to abolish the slave trade. 

1665. Mr. Miles.] Do you think the present force on the coast of Africa is 
sufficient for the purpose you have mentioned 1-Ample. 

1666. You would not require any additional vessels ?-N o. 
1667 How many steamers are there 1-1 think there are eight; 
1668. And you do not want any additional ones ?-No. I think YOIl might 

ba,e the same force with a much smaller expense. The steamers are too large, 
and their speed is not enough. 

1669' Part of your plan would be that the steamers should be stationary at 
the mouths of rivers for eight or nine months 1-For ever, while slave trade 
eontinued ; that is, that there should always be a vessel at every point of 
embarkation; "essels so stationed would of course be relieved from time to 
time by others. 

1670' Would not that system be very destructive to the health of Euro
peans 1-1 think not. 

1671. What experience have you had of that ?-I was stationed for I C) 

months off the Gallinas, and I did not lose a single man till 1 went into the 
other 
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other rivers; it is up the rivers and just off the coast that it is unhealthy; at Hon. Capt. 
the distance of a mile or so from the coast, the air becomes purified. Denman, R."_ 

n 672. Is that plan adopted now off the coast of Africa ?-Yes; it is con-
tinued, a8 recommended by Lord Aberdeeu; but I know from information re- 17 February 1~8.. 
ceived from the coast, that under the idea that it is more healthy, they have 
moved the vessels to a distance from the coast. 

16;3. In what way do you account for the present increase of the slave 
trade I-I think the present increas~_of the slave trade is to be attributed 
partly to this cause and partly to the equalization of the sugar duties by ilie 
Act of 1846, which created an immense stimulus to the slave trade, . and unless 
it is repealed the effect must be to ruin our colonies in the West Indies. 

16; 4. You stated that the present squadron is perfectly sufficient; would it 
not be possible, if the slave trader came to a point where your vessel was lying, 
to march the slaves to some point 20 miles along the coast, and if a steamer 
came into the offing to ship them off at night ?-It would be very difficult to 
act against a steamer, except with a steamer; but if a vessel takes 1,700 slaves, 
they must have a large establishment on shore, ann there we should have,oUl," 
steamer stationed. 

1675. But a steamer coming down upon you in the morning might see 
exactly what the position of your steamer was, and might, upon some sig'Ilal or 
information received from the land, move to another part of the coast, 10 miles 
off; so that in the course of the night slaves might be embarked and. your 
steamer have no information of it I-We know the quarters from whence slaves 
would be embarked, and 10 Iniles is a ,'ery little distance; you can steam it in 
an hour, and you· can command a much greater distance by a telescope. 

1676. Ha"e you any communication with the shore when you are stationed 
:l those points ?-It varies at different points; at some points you can get in
formation, and at others you cannot. 

1677. You state that the KroolDen, or Fishln~n, would not be likely to go 
to the West Indies, simply from the fact of theIr not knowing anything con
nected with the West Indies, and imagining iliat they would be continued in 
slavery 1-1 was speaking of the natives of other parts of Africa; I made an 
exception of the Kroomen and the Fish Coast; I said that I doubted whether 
you could get a number of Fishmen; but I think it would not be from any 
want of confidence that they would refuse to go, because they do go all round 
the coast, thousands of miles from their own home, upon the confidence that 
they will be brought back. 

1678. You think that the prejudices of the people would be rem9ved by 
some of them being taken to ilie West Indies, and returning with a large sum 
of money; do you think that would have any effect upon their brethren ?
I believe that no nati,es of Africa, e,xcept Kroomen or Fishmen, could go except 
by the assent of the native chief, who has a power over all his subjects as 
domestic slaves; the man'$ wives and children are his slaves, and it could only 
be done by purchasing them from the native chiefs; and then slaves would be 
brought from the heart of Africa to supply this demand, just in ilie same way 
as they are now brought to supply the slave trade. 

1679. You say that at Sierra leone they would be as well off as in the Wes t 
Indies I-I should think they would be a great deal better off. 

J 680. How then do you account for the Governor of Sierra Leone reporting 
that there were some 2,000 or 3,000 lying about in idleness, and praying that 
no more liberated Africans might be sent to Sierra Leone 1-1 have no doubt, 
that measuring by our own standard of comfort, if we went to many of those 
liberated African villages we should see a good deal to disapprove of; but com
llaring the condition of the liberated Africans at Sierra Leone with that of 
negroes in their native land, I believe that we shall lind it to be superior, boili 
as regards comfort and the .means of subsistence, and having. no master over 
them, while as regards the security of life and liberty iliere can of course be no 
comparison. 

1081. You know that several liberated Africans have been to the West Indies, 
and ha\"e returned with large sums of money; do not you think that that 
would be a great inducement for the liberated Africans to change their place of 
residence from Sierra Leone to the West Indies, if they found they could get 
higher wages and be more independent than they are at Sierra Leone ?-I do 
not think thllt they can be more independent than iliey are at Sierra Leone. 

0·32. X 3 I tlrink 
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Bon. Capt. I think that the liberated Africans are exceedingly attached to Sierra Leone, 
D .. m~, B. Ii. and they are very grateful to this country for what it has .done for them, and 
-----; 8 you would haTe difficulty in inducing any large number of them to go to the 

17 February J 4 • West Indies. 
1682. You do not think the scheme would answer of sending Africans from 

Sierra Leone; they would not stay in the West Indies ?-Some would stay, I 
think; it would be worth while to have a system of emigration, as far as they 
we're disposed to go. 

68S. Can you give any llOpe to the West Indians of any great emigration 
from the heart of Africa 1-1 think it is hopeless, unless we carry on the slave 
trade; if we abolished the slave trade the slave population of Cuba and Brazil 
will be soon governed by the number of women comprised in their present 
negro population, while our colonies will be prepared to go on with a natural 
increase of population, and be every year better off than they were before. 

1684. You think that is the only hope for the West Indians ?-The only 
hope, in my opinion, is the restoration of the differential duties until the aboli
tion of the slave trade is effected; then, I believe, the consequence of the aboli
tion of the slave trade will be that those West India islands will be in a greater 
state of prosperity, comparatively with other sugar-growing places, than they 
ever were. 

16S5. Do you think any amount of emigrants would come from the east 
coast of Africa ?-N o. 

16li6. It would be too far to bring them ?-' The expense would be enormous. 
1687. Mr. Moffatt.] You have stated your opinion that the slave trade may 

be easily annihilated ?-I will not say easily annihilated, but it may be easily 
put down for the present, and certainly annihilated in the long run. 

1688. For 18 years England has been doing its best to annihilate it, a~ 
what has' been the result?-I can hardly agree in the proposition that England 
has been doing its best, becaqse up to the year 1835 the slave treaties were ' 
such as to render it utt erly impossible to do anything; it was just like almost 
inclosing wild animals in a net, but leaving ~ aperture large enough for them 
to escape through. 

168g. But in the year 1842 we had treaties of a more effectual character? 
-Yes. 

16go. What has been the result; an increase or decrease in the sla'\"e trade, 
since the year 1842 ?-Subseqvently to 1835 the slave trade has greatly 
diminished, and that was the state of things till the year 1846. 

16gl. Can you state what was the increase in the year 1846?-I cannot; 
but the measures in.the year 1846 caused an increase. . 

16g2. Then the treaties must be very inefficient, if a mere alteration in our 
fiscal arrangements causes an increase in the slave trade ?-I do not think it 
follows; it may arise from other causes; for instance, the alteration in the 
system of cruising, in moving the vessels to a distance from the coast, has had 
some effect. 

169S. Sir E. Buxton.] Those measures were effectual till the increased 
export of sugar from Brazil to this country made them ineffectual!-I do not 
say ineffectual'; for a number of slave vessels have been captured. 

16g4. Mr. Moffatt.] Are you aware whether there has been an increase in 
the slave trade at Cuba ?-1 am not. , 

16g5. The increase bas been in the slave trade of Brazil ?-I believe so. 
16g6. You believe there has been an increru!e, but you have no positive data? 

-No: the effect of destroying the slave factories in 1840 at the Gallinas was 
to produce general despair among the slave dealers, and there was a diminution 
of the slave trade for a considerable time, and I believe to a very great amount; 
but in the year 1844 Lord Aberdeen's letter appeared to condemn my proceed
ing as illegal, although his Lordship declared in the House of Lords that his 
observations were not intended to apply to my case at all. The consequence 
of that letter was, that ill the Gallinas, at Cabenda, and elsewhere, the slave 
factories were set on foot again . and the whole thing began with renewed 
activity, and the sla:ve dealers spread a report that there was a new Government 
coming in that was going to allow the slave trade in England. This no doubt 
had its effect in stimulating the efforts of the slave traders. 

16g7. Then the increase may be attributed to that, as much as to anyalter
ation in the sugar duties ?-Yes; those measures of destroying the slave Cac-

. tories 



SELECT COMMITIEE ON SUGAR AND COFFEE PLANTING. 159 

tories are, in my opinion, the great thing necessary for. the abolition of the Hon. Capt. 
slave trade. ' - Denman, ... "'. 

1698. Chairman.] You stated that you thought by concluding treaties with 
the African chiefs the slave trade might be abolished; do you think that there 17 February 1848• 
would be any great reliance to be placed upon treaties contracted with such 
parties ?-I think none in the world, but I would use those treaties for their 
ultimate good and for the good of Africa; I would have treaties to this effect, 
that, if the slave trade should be resumed within their territories, Great Britain 
should have the right of going there al1d putting it down by force. 

1699. Do not you think that the shorter way would be to go to Brazil 
and make a treaty there ?-It seems to me that the objection to ,that is that it 
would be raising questions between us and civilized States, which would lead, 
or might lead, to war, and great difficulties might arise. 

1700. But not as rf'gards Brazil; Brazil is independent ?-It is an indepen
dent power; but I believe if you had the most perfect treaty with Brazil pos
sible, and even if the government of Brazil were most cordially disposed to put 
an end to the slave trade, so long as the people could get slaves from Africa, 
the Government would be wholly powerle8s even to check it, for the feeling of 
the people is entirely in favour of it; they look upon everyone who resists 
the slave trade as their enemy, and upon every one wqo carries it on as their 
friend. 

1701. You heard the last gentleman give his evidence; do 'you concur with 
him in thinking that no blockade of the coast of Brazil would stop the slave 
trade 1-1 think that there are various circumstances that,point to the coast of 
Africa as the proper place for such proceedings; the principal reason is this: 
the commerce of Brazil is exceedingly great. For one slave ship, you would 
have to search 100 other vessels, Americans, Frenl'h, and vessels of all nations; 
I think the inconvenience to commerce would be so great that we should con
stantly have complaints from other nations; besides, from the great number 
of vessels to be searched, suppression would be impracticable. 

1702. I believe we have a treaty with Brazil, by which they are under an 
obligation to put down the slave trade ?-We had; but that has been super
seded by our own act; we have taken it into our own hands, as Brazil has so 
broken her engagements .. 

1703. You do not think tlJat we could force Brazil, by tlJreatening a blockade 
of ruo Janeiro, to put down tlJe shive trade altogether ?-I think, whatever the 
government of' Brazil promised to do, would not be performed afterwards, 
because tlJey could not enforce their compact; for it is not ouly at the capital 
that slaves could be introduced, but at every spot along tlJe coast; they may 
be landed everywhere, for a slave ship is received as a friendly visitor. 

1704. The coast of Brazil is about 2,500 miles in extent ?-Yes, I think 
it is. 

1705. What number of ships would it req~re to blockade tlJe coast of Brazil? 
-No number would suffice for this object of putting down the slave trade. 
There is another reason for blockading the coast of Africa, rather than the 
coast of Brazil, which is, that every point on the coast of Brazil is open to 
vessels to land tlJeir slaves; but on tlJe coast of AfriCa we know their depots, 
and we have to watch only those depilts, the places where they have all their 
arrangements made for bringing the slaves down, and shipping them off. 

1706. When were you last upon the canst of Africa ?-I left it in the year 
184l. 

1 iO,. Are you aware that for the last two years, at the very utmost, the British 
blockade service has only caught about one slave vessel in 25 that have left 
the coast of Africa ?-I am not aware of tlJat fact, and utterly disbelieve the 
.assertion; but I believe a proper system would prevllnt any such results; 
I mean blocking up the places of l'xport. 

1708. It appears from this return, that for the last two years, indeed for tlJe 
last three years, the British cruisers ha\'e never on an average been able to 
liberate so many l1li 3,000 slaves; whil~t it is quite clear that 60,000 a year, 
at tlJe lowest estimate; have arrived in Brazil, and there is good ground for 
supposing that 100,000 left the coast of Africa in 1847; consequently, if 
100,000 left tlJe coast of Africa last year, the British cruisers have caught and 
liberated but 1 in 30, or 1 in 32 ?-I cannot possibly believe tlJat those returns 
.are correct. My conviction distinctly is that the object of those engaged in 

o·3 l . x 4 tlJe • 
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HOD. Capt. the slave trade at the present mOml'Dt is to follow up the cry in this country, 
DeRma", R. N. that the slave trade is greatly on the increase, notwithstandiHg the efforts of 

~7 February 1848. °bur adcrudisers, di~Dd we knohw th~t t~el caDt.infiuel\n;e th?s;' re!urns bY1Parties 
a ro epen ng upon t em lor lUlorma Ion. .y OpInIOn IS, that t ley ex
aggerate most grossly the number of slaves imported into Brazil. I know 
that Lord Clarendon stated that there were 16,000 in the year 1842 imported 
into Brazil. • 

1709. Do you place any faith in Lord Howden's report ?-Lord 'Howden 
must depend upon the same parties ultimately for his information. 1 belie"e 
they are exaggerating their success for the purposes I have mentioned. 

17 J o. Does not the present low price of slaves, and the great stimulus given. 
to the employment of slaves, satisfy you that the supply must be more than 
equal to the demand?-The price has decreased during the last year. I have 
Dot the least doubt that the price has fallen, but 1 believe the supply still to 
fall very far short indeed of the demand. 

J711. Do you know the Dumber of cruisers engaged upon the coast of 
Africa ?-Twenty-six sail. 

1712. Supposing the Returns that are before the Committee to be cOiTect, 
do you imagine that any alteration in the arrangements, su<;h as you suggl'st, 
would make a difference in the way of facilitating captures, to the extent of 
25 or 30 fold i-Supposing the present amount to be 60,000, I have not the 
least doubt that a different arrangement might cut it down to 20,000 or 
30,000, and reduce it in a short time to nothing. And another thing I would 
beg leave to say is, that if the squadron were removed 1 have Dot the slightest 
doubt that the importation, instead of being 60,000, or whatever it may be, 
would be much more than doubled in a very few years. 

1713. At any time, if the blockade service were to be discontinued for three 
months, you conceive that the slave trade would be restored to full \;gour ?
Yes; that there would be a very enormous increase in its present amount, 
whatever that amount may be. 

1714. Your view is that the blockade service must be kept up for ever?
No, 1 think not; 1 think under the treaties 1 propose, in a short time it would 
become, in point of fact, extinct; and that when once it is reduced to that low 
ebb we shall have no difficulty in inducing the civilized world to characterize 
it by its true name of piracy, and to treat it as piracy. 

1715. Are there not very thick fogs upon the coast of Africa ?-Upon some 
parts, where the Harmattan winds prevail, there is frequently a thick haze 
rather than fog. 

1716. Do not those fogs very much facilitate the proceedings of the slavers 1 
-1 take for granted they would do so UpOIl any particular district where such 
a change suited their purposes. 

1717. Over what num~er of miles of the coast of Africa do those fogs pre
vail 1-1 am not prepared to say, but over a large proportion of the coast. 

17'18. Three or four thousand miles, perhaps 1-1 doubt whether it is so 
much as tlmt. 

1 i 19. The extent of the coast is upwards of 5,000 miles, is not it 1-The two 
coasts must be upwards of 4,000 miles. 

1720. How many ships do rou think would be necessary wIlere such thick 
weather as that prevails, in order to blockade 4,000 or 5,000 miles of coast ?
I think the fog does not give such exclusive advantage to the slavers. The 
slaver must appear off and make her communications. Where the fog prevails 
she must go to the very point itself, and say" I am come here for my slaves;" 
she cannot make signals. 

1 721. She may send boats ashore, may not she ?-Tbere would be great 
difficulty in doing so. • 1 never myself knew a vessel escape in consequence of 
the Harmattan winds. 

1722. You would see notlling of them, and therefore could not know it?
I had very good information, especially after the destruction of the place 1 have 
spoken of. 1 found that in 10 months only two vessels had escaped. 

1723. How should you know anything of those that had escaped 1-1 co?ld 
be positively certain of the fact from the information of the ~ves 1 came.d 
up to Sierra Leone, and others. 1 admit it adds to the difficultIes, but that IS 

an extra reason for our going ,on shore, as 1 propose. 
1724 You 



SELECT COMMITTEE ON SUGAR AND COFFEE PLANTING. 161 

1724. You are for doing the whole work on shor!l?-No; my idea is, that Hon.Capt. 
the force should he afloat as it is at present; that after treaties were entered Denman,R, •• 
into it should be landed to destroy slave factories if the treaty were broken, 17F.bruarYl8 8 
and then that it should reimbark. I would not have the men left on shore by . .' + I 
any means, but I would have the place visited and observed, so that if the slave 
trade sprang up again we should land and carry off the slaves and destroy all 
belonging to it; I believe that is the mode by which the slave trade may be 
put an end to. • . 

1725. Your proposal only admits of ·one ship of war for every 200 miles~
But I believe that that is more than there are slave factories. 

1726. Do you believe, supposing the price of slaves to be kept up, that they 
will not easily make new stations ?-I believe we shall be able to make it a 
losing concern whatever arrangements they may make. 

1727. At present the evidence has been that it is the most winning concern 
that exists in the world, in the way of commerce ?-I believe there can be no 
question upon that subject when a voyage succeeds. 

1728. What is the nature of a barracoon ?-A barracoon is mert'ly a recep-
tacle for slaves. 

1729. Built of wood ?-Built of wood and thatched over. 
1 i30. At little or no cost, therefore ?-At little or no cost. 
1731; A barracoon which cost 200/. may contain 2,000 slaves, probably ?-' 

I dare say it would. . 
1732. When they are making such very large profits out of their slave 

cargoes, do you think they would not very readily put up new barracoons 
and new places for the trade ?-But they must have also storehouses, and 
they must have all their stores for buying slaves collected in them. I would 
include everything in the destruction I contemplate; I would include all the 
goods in the storehouses; and under the treaties I would compel the native 
chiefs to drive the slave dealers out of the country. 

1733. Do not you think it would be necessary to have an army ready to 
occupy Africa, to secure all those objects ?-No, I think we could secure a 
knowledge of the resumption of the slave trade at places where it had been 
abolished by treaty perfectly well, and our present force stationed at different 
places w6uld be amply sufficient to carry into effect the measures I contem
plate. I know that at the Gallillas I had only 100 men, and there was no 
difficulty in doing what I did. 

1734. What length of coast did you blockade ?-About 40 miles, I think; 
I could lIlake almost sure of that with my own ship, by the use of my boats. 

1735. You did that with only 100 men 1-1 had only 100 men on shore when 
I destroyed the Gallinas slave trade. . 

1736. How many had you under your command ?-In my ,own ship 135. 
1737. Including the men you had on shore ?-Including those men; and 

those were on shore only for the purpose of forming a treaty with the chiefs 
upon provocation received, and taking care that the provisions of the treaty 
made with me were fulfilled. They were on shore for a week, and there was 
no necessity to go there at all for two years afterwards; for DO slave trade took 
place there for two years and more, and even since then it has been very trifiing 
indeed. . 

1 i3S. At that rate, what you propose would require very nearly 12,000 or 
15,000 men ?-If they were all to be employed at the same time; but I do not 
contemplate that. I will give the Committee an instance of the manner in 
which, I would proceed. After I destroyed the Gallinas, it was by the merest 
accident that I did not become senior officer in c9mmand of the station. I was 
second in command; a new senior officer came out, and was obliged to go 
home again immediately on account of his healtlt. He sent to me everywhere 
to relieve him, but my ship was sickly and I was at a distant place; instead of 
giving up the command to me as he intended, the other senior officer, who had 
not left the coast at this time, had the command given back into his hands. 
Had I succeeded to the command, 1 should have gone along the whole coast of 
Africa, aftt'r the Gallinas, and followed out· the same principles everywhere. 
which I could have done in my single ship with 160 men on board. I could 
have destroyed every slave factory on the coast in the space of three months. 
In that case I believe a blow would have been struck that the slave dealel'S could 

. 110t haTe recovered from. 
0.32 • Y 1739. By 
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HOD. Cap&. 1739. By factory, do you mean a barracoon?-N"o; I mean the slave facto-
D_"",L.!'. ries, with all the goods employed in the commerce; everything which could be 

proved to be a part of the commerce of the slave trade. 
17 February lf4.8. 1740. Do not you think that if these African slave dealers once knew that 

they were liable to the British cruisers coming and seizing their goods and 
their factories, thl'Y would not take care to stow them away a little'in shore, or 
where you could not easily find them ?-The slave trade had become so difficult 
under the vigilance that prevailed when I was out there, that it was with the 
utmost difficulty they could carry it on in any shape whatever; and if the 
effect was to drive them 10 miles into the interior it would be perfectly satis
factory, because with that additional difficulty the trade could not continue. 
They must be on the beach ready to take advantage of the very moment they 
may be left without a cruiser, to ship their slaves. 

1741. Is there any difficulty in embarking slaves on the beach ?-Very great 
in most parts; there is a very heavy surf, and almost all the rivers have bars 
which are dangerous. 

1742. There are an immense number of rivers, are not there ?-There are a 
great number. 

1743. Quite deep enough to let boats go up them ?-Yes. 
1744. Do you think there would be any difficulty, especially if steamers were 

had recourse to, for steamers to run down the coast, first calling at one place 
and then at another, picking up 50 or 100 slaves at various places ?-She 
would be quite sure to meet a cruiser. 

1745. When she did so, it would be an even chance whether she would be 
taken or not, would it not ?-It would be the same case between two steamers 
as between two sailing vessels; and we manage to take them now. 

1746. You do not reckon that a man-of-war steamer, built strong enough to 
carry guns, is a match for a light sailing steamer ?-No; but Ithink that if the 
country is determined to persevere in this great cause, they must provide 
proper steamers for the purpose. 

1747. Steamers not calculated to carry guns ?-They should carry guns, but 
at the same time not carry guns so heavy as would be required for other 
purposes; such vessels would be very useful in other ways and for other ser
vice as well. Supposing the trade to be suppressed, the money would not be 
thrown away. 

1748. What hope is there, when you have suppressed the slave trade, that it 
will not rise up again as soon as' you have abandoned the blookade?-l think 
the blockade, as I mentioned before, will be followed out and eamed to an 
effectual result by the negotiation of those treaties, under which we shall obtain 
the power of landing and destroying the slave trade, if it is resumed. I think 
that when the slave trade is practically put an end to, we shall have no diffi
culty in getting it to be recognized as the law of nations that the slave trade is 
piracy. 

1749. Do you think Brazil will ever acknowledge it as piracy ?-I perfectly 
lIgree that Brazil will not; but if the great majority of the great nations whose 
interest it is rapidly becoming to do so, should adopt that view, they would not 
stop for the want of the adhesion of Brazil. 

1750. Is it the interest of the United States to do so ?-I think it is. They 
have not imported slaves from Africa for many years. It is piracy by their law, 
and it is a law which undoubtedly will be carried into effect upon any of their 
citizens who violate it. . 

1751. Are not a great portion of the ships engaged in the slave trade sup' 
posed to be American-built vessels 1-They are American-built, undoubtedly i 
but they do not carry on the slave trade as American ships. I myself captured 
an American vessel to all intents and purposes, as she appeared, but she really 
was a Spaniard. 

1752. SirE. Buxton.] Was she so by her papers ?-She was an American by 
papers, American by her crew, American by her build; but I produced evidence 
which showed that she was Spanish property, and she was condemned. 

1753. CAairman,] As yet, though America is bound by treaty to maintain 
ships of war carrying 80 guns for the destruction of the slave trade, is it not 
the fact that she has made no capture, or, at any rate, not more than two or 
three ?-She has done hardlv anything i the fact is that she bas hardly any-

" thing 
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thing to do; for there is no United States slave trade, and she has no power Hoa. Capt. 
to interfere with any other. D_ ...... 

1754. Not with Brazil 1-1 never heard that she had any treaty with Brazil. 
1755. If she were desirons, might not she take the same course we have, 17 February 11148 .. 

and pass an Act of her Legislature ?-I think in their case it would be a 
violation of all principle; we had a treat)· which Brazil did not choose to 
fulfil, and therefore we were justified in taking the law into our own hands • 
• J 756. You admit there would be no possibility of abolishing the slave trade 

by a blockade of the coast of Brazil ~I think it would be impossible to pro
duce any good result by blockading the coast of Brazil; on the contrary, 
great evils would ensue if the attempt were made even to the cause of the sup-
pression of the slave trade, in my opinion. . 

1757. With respect to the difficulty of embarking slaves on the coast of 
Africa, is there always a surf upon the African coast, or is it only when the 
wind sets on shore ?-There is generally a surf. I do not mean to say that slaves 
cannot be shipped in a short time; 1 have known them to be shipped in two 
hours. 

1758. What is the largest cargo you ever knew shipped in two hours ?-Four 
hundred slaves. 

1759. You have known 400 slaves shipped in two hours ?-Yes. 
1760. From the beach ?-From the mouth of a river. 
1761. Can you tell off hand how many rivers there are that would admit of 

boats going into them, upon those portions of the coast 1-No. . 
J 762. Are there 200 or 300 ?-I should think so, but 1 should observe that 

the rivers are by no means the favourite resort of the slavers; they prefer the 
open coast a great deal; when they are once in the river you have only to 
watch the mouth of the river and then catch them coining out, or you may 
catch them with your boats when they are equipped: one plan they adopt is 
to come out from Cuba or Brazil ready equipped and sail directly to a par
ticular slave depot on the coast of Africa; as they approach it they put the 
slaves' provisions in the copper and boil them, then they receive their cargo 
of slaves, and are off in a few hOUl'S if they do not meet a cruiser. Another 
plan is to send out empty vessels, under the Sardinian flag generally, and 
they have the means of equipping them in a very short time at the depots, 
which renders it still more necessary that the squadron should not be removed 
to a distance, but should block up and watch those depots, so that the moment 
vessels made themselves liable to capture, they might be seized; there must 
be a very large body of people and stores and so on at such depots, which are 
not very easily removed; they would have to move their water-casks along the 
beach, and their water and the various stores, the slave-deck, and provisions, 
and so on, and-it would be a yery long operation. 

1763. Are not the staves of the water-casks sent out all ready to be knbcked 
up together on board ship if necessary?-Yes, but that would take some time, 
and directly the casks are put together she is proved to be a slaver and seized 
if a man-of-war is in the neighbourhood; and 3,000 or 4,000 miles of the coast 
may be always completely known to a squadron of 26 vessels, as regards any 
considerable dep6ts for the slave trade. 

1764. Sir E. Buxtoll.] With respect to the importation of free labourel'S 
from the coa!'t of Africa, do you imagine that there might be this danger in 
case they could be imported, that the Brazilians and the Spaniards nrlght be 
induced professedly to bring in free labourers, but in reality to bring in slaves ?
I have no doubt it would have the very worst effect as respects other nations. 

176.1, Provided we could buy negroes and ~et them free, do you imagine that 
that would be a very injurious process 1-1 believe it would perpetuate all the 
horrol'S of the African slave trade, as regards Africa herself, and also witil 
respect to Brazil and Cuba. 

1766. Do you imagine that the horrors of the internal African slave trade 
are very great 1-1 conceive it to be the worst part of it, as' respects human 
suffering; it keeps. an enormous continent in a state of eternal misery and 
suffering. . 

1767. What is the verdict upon the trial of Buran V"SUS Denman, which has 
just taken place ?-Tbe verdict was, tll8t the proceedings at Gallinas were jus
tified by the command of the Queen, and also that the treaty with the native 

0.32. Y 2 chiefs.> . 
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Hon. Capt chiefs fully justified the proceedings; but the verdict upon the treaty with the 
Dm ....... B.lI'. chiefs was not taken, because a bill of exceptions was tendered by the plaintiffs 
P b ·S _ against the pleadings, upon technical points; and as the verdict upon the first 

17 e rnary 18+. plea was a perfect answer to the actions, it was not thought necessary to incur 
the certainty of further law proceedings by taking one upon the other. 

SoMati, ] gO die Februa";i, 1848• 

Lord George Bentiock. 
Sir Thomas Birch. 
Sir Edward BuxlOn. 
Mr. Milner Gibson. 

'Mr. Hope. 
Mr. Lahouchere. 

MEMBERS PRESENT. 

Lord John Manners. 
Mr. Matheson. 
Mr. Miles. 
Mr. Moffatt. 
Mr. Villier •• 
Mr. Wilson. 

LORD GEORGE BENTINCK, IN THE CHAIR. 

Mr. William Scott, called in; and Examined. 

Mr. W. ScalI. li68. Chairman.] YOU are interested, though not ina large way, in a sugar 
concern at Madras ?-My firm is interested to the extent of one-eighth of a 

'9 February 1848• very small concern, which is situated at Ganjam, under the Madras Presidency_ 
1769. How long have you been so engaged ?-I think about three or four 

years we hal"e had it established. When I say "we," we have actually taken 
no part in it. It has been established by Binney & Company, whose agents we 
had, till our late misfortunes, been, and in consequence, when they took it up, 
as the consignments were to come to us, we said we would take an eighth share 
with them; to that extent only have we any interest. 

1770. Do you know what the ~xtent of Messrs. Binney's concern was; what 
was the whole capital of the company?-The whole capital of the company did 
not amount to 16,000 1.; that is, for the plant altogether; from 16,000 I. to 
18,000 I., and they have only a quarter in it themselves. 

1771. Was that concern carried on according to the most approved European 
system?-It has been in the course of being so since. We have been sending 
out machinery of every description, steam engines, and vacuum pans, and so 
forth. 

1772. Are you able to say whether or not that concern was carried on to a 
profit three years ago ?-No, we had not the means of judging, and even now 
I have not the means of judging whether or not it will turn out profitably. 
So far as it <has already gone, we are rather disposed to abandon it. It is 
involving more expense than we think should be incurred in so small a 
concern. 

1773. Are vou or not governed by the present price of sugar in so deciding? 
-Not on any account, as far as I am able to judge. The article itself can be 
produced very cheaply in the district. 

17i4. Do you mean at Madras itself?-It is 700 miles from Madras, ill the 
Ganjam district. 

17i5. Are you acquainted with the price at which it is produced in the 
Ganjam district ?-No, I have never been able to elicit that yet, precisely. 

1776. What means of transit are there between the Ganjam district and the 
sea board ?-The very worst in the world; we have no river that can carry 
down any quantity of goods, and the sugar itself must be conveyed by what 
they call bandies, the carts of the country, or on bullocks, a distance of about 
-30 miles. , 

1777. Is the greater part carried on the backs of bullocks ?-A great portion 
is; at least it was so in former tinIes. There has been such a change in India 

since 
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since that upon these matters, that I cannot speak with any confidence as to Mr. JP. Scott. 
how it is effected now. 

1778• What are the means of conveyance after you get over that 30 miles? 19' February \848_ 
-We are either dependent upon the native craft, called dhonies, in the country, 
or we are obliged to charter a ship from England, to go direct to that part of 
C'.anjam, or the neighbourhood. 

1779. Ganjam is on the sea, is it ?-Yes; Ganjam, and a small village called 
Monsor Cottah, are the places we ship .from. 

1780. Then the raw sugar, or goor, is carried from the port of which you 
'have just spoken, to Madras ?-Yes; to be reshipped in English vessels. 

1781. Is it refined there r--No; we can do that upon the spot now. 
1;82. You are not able to state whether Binney & Company have exported 

their sugars to a profit for the last year ?-Certainly I should think not; but. 
probably, though it is a mere matter of opinion, that arises from the great 
expense in transit; in the first place, in getting it down from Ganjam to 
Madras before it is shipped, and then the expense of freight home, which at 
.present is very high. • 

1783. Exclusive of the expense of the freight home, have you any reason to 
think that the sugar could be brought to Madras at a price to repay the 
European exporter ?-I think that is problematical, from the port 1 now mention. 
I cannot give information as to any nearer ports; for instance, there is a great 
deal of sugar cultivated on the banks of the Godavery, and about midway 
·between Ganjam and Madras. They have greater facilities of getting it to 
Madras than we have further north; but as for the mere producing of the 
article, my opinion is that it can be produced as cheap. at the port I mention, 
and in fact all along the northern district, as to compete with any sugar in the 
:world; I speak of the mere production and the making of sugar upon the 
spot. . 

1784. Do you ~nderstand that the whole company with which Binney & Co. 
are connected, have abandoned their concern ?-No; I think it is only a few 
of the members who hold shares here who are desirous of abandoning it; they 
are rather sanguine themselves. 

1785. You have been at the Madras Presidency yourself, have not youl-
About 22 vears. 

1786. Do you know anything of the taxes there ?-No, I cannot say that I 
.can give any information on that point; in fact, there was very little sugar 
made at Madras in my time. The little that was made was ,consumed by the 
.natives. The consumption of sugar throughout India is enormous. 

1787. Could not they have exported sugar to a profit?-No, I think not. 
I do not think it was cultivated so that they could spare any to export .. 

1788. What was the quantity of sugar exported by Messrs. Binney & Co. (
There has been hardly any. I do not suppose we have had 1,000 tons, or 
,anything like it, as yet. The thing is quite in its infancy. 

1789. Would not an export of 1,000 tons of sugar offer an ample profit upon 
an outlay of 16,000 I. ?-What we wish to attain is what it absolutely costs us; 
but that we have' not been able to ascertain, in consequence of. their statement 
-not embracing every part of the expense which is incurred in the production; 
for instance, the rent of the property there, the outlay upon buildings, and the 
interest upon that outlay; the outlay upon machinery, and the interest upon 
that.' All that must come within the cost of the article. 

1790 • Does not the 16,000 I. incluiie the outlay upon the buildings as well 
as machinery ?-Not altogether; there is a great deal more than that. Alto
gether I should not calculate the cost of the plant at less than 20,000 I. ; 
.} have not looked into the particulars of it. 

1791 • If upon 1,000 tons of sugar you could clear a profit of 2 I. a ton, that 
·would return you 10 per cent. Upon your capital ?-It would so. We have all 
interest upon the outlay of 20,000 I.; then we have to purchase the goor before 
it is converted into sugar. \ 

1792. What is. the capital invested in the concern ?-Our' own share of it is 
short of 6,000 I. 

1793. And that is only one-eighth ?-We have about 6,000 I. in the concern. 
·in our share of the plant and the produce in course of transit; so that there is 
'48,000 I. laid out just now in the· plar.t and in the produce. A great portion 

0·32. y 3 of.. 
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Mr. W, Scott. of that produce is now arriving, but I cannot discriminate to what extent it 
has yet to be shipped. 

·19 February 1848• 1794. If you could clear 51. a ton upon this produce ot 1,000 tons, it would 
give you 10 per cent. profit upon your cspital1-That is of course a matter of 
computation. ' 

1795. You would be perfectly satisfied with that ?-Perfectly. 
1796. You would not be disposed to abandon your estate if it yielded you a 

profit of 10 per cent. ?-Certainly not. 
1797. Would you abandon the estate if it produced you five per cent. I

I should be disposed to endeavour to look out, because people engagl'd in my 
pursuits can generally make more of their money than five per cent.; at least, 
it must be supposed that a prudent and cautious merchant might do so. . 

1798. At all events, it may be presumed that this concern does not pay 10 
per cent. ?-Certainly not as yet; but I cannot say that we have proved that, 
certainly. 

1799. On what terms have you offered lo relinquish your share in the con
cern ?-For whatever it will fetch. 

1800. Would you rather be free of the concern altogether 1-Yes; I should 
say as a matter of principle with us, that we would rather be quit of it than 
have it, because we are not concerned in any speculations whatev!!r in sugar, 
coffee, or anything else. We were induced to take this, as it was partly owned 
by our friends; my brother had an eighth share, and some othel"ll of my friends 
had eighths in it; it was therefore a kind of small joint-stock. company which 
we were induced to join, but it is not a thing that we wish to have anything to 
do with. 
. 1801. You do not know what the gross receipts of the company have been? 
-No; it is a thing which is merely in its infancy. 

1802. Are you aware whether those who are engaged in the sugar concerns 
in Madras generally are supposed to be making a good profit at this time ? .... 
I have not the means of knowing; I do not know who else has any sugar 
plantations. 

Mr. Nathaniel Alexander, cslled in; and Examined. 

Mr. N. Alezandtr. 1803. YOU are an East India Merchant?-Yes. 
1804. You have been engaged in the $ugar business in Bengal for some time, 

have you not ?-As a merchant, for a good many years. 
1805. For how many years ?-I have been connected with India for 30 years i 

I was in the country for 23 years. 
1806. Can you inform the' Committee whether, previously to 1846, the sugar 

trade was a profitable trade for India ?-. It was so. but not la.tterly. I have on 
hand two parcels of sugar which were valued on the 19th of January last. The 
present value, with reference to the costs and charges, leaves a 108s on the first 
quality by one ship, the "Thetis," of 32 , per cent.; on the second quality, 34 i 
per cent.; and on the third quality, 43 per cent. By the other ship, the "Glen
orchy," the loss on the first quality is 32 per cent.; on the second quality, 48 j 
per cent.; and on the third quality, 336 per cent. These, however, were shipped 
'at a very high rate of f!leight, and therefore it would not be faiJr to take it so. 
The first shipment was made at a freight of 8l. 12 s. 6 d. per ton; the second 
shipment was at a freight of 8/. 15 8., which is much more than the usual freight; 
the usual freight is about five guineas. Taking five guineas to be the freight, 
which it will ag~in return to, because the freight was in fact raised owing to the 
quantity of rice shipped last year, the lo~s on that sugar on the 19th of January 
last would have been 21 i per cent. on the first quality, by the" Thetis", 21! 
pel' cent. on the second quality; and 27 per cent. on the tlIird quality. On the 
other shipment, by the "Glenorchy." it would be 21 per cent. on the 6.,;,t 

, Ciluaiity; 33 3 per cent. on the second, and 20 per cent. all the third; that IS, 
provided the freight had been at the usual rate: it happened to be high, and 
therefore it is lmfai!l to take that high rate as the average rate. This would pre
clude the merchant from using sugar as a means of remittance, unless the price 
abroad fell so as to make up the difference. 

1807. How much must the price fall to make up the difference ?-Taking this 
first quality of sugar, it cost me in Calcutta nine rupees and two annas per bazar 

maund; 
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tnaund; with freights at five guineas~ I should just have been able to square Mr. N. Abtmtkr. 
myself by being enabled to purchase It at seven rupees and 10 annas. 

1808. At the usual freights and the present prices you must buy suw at 19 February 111+8. 
158. 3d. a bazar maund of 80 lb. in Calcutta to be able to square yourself in the 
London market, without a profit ?-As regards this first quality sugar which 
now I have in hand, it would require me to have done that in order to be 
saved from loss, and the second and third qualities in proportion. 

1809. What is the lowest price you ever did buy sugar of that qUality for 
in Calcutta ?-I should think about nin°epence lower than that would be almost 
the lowest price. When the high duty was in force, the sugar was cheaper. 
but ~ince the equalization of the duty, the first quality of sugar like mine 
is very seldom seen under what I got it for, because the circumstances of 
freights being high always influences the price of su~ very much; a very high 
rate of freight would indicate that sugar was at as low a point as it ever is 
when there is a demand for it. . 

1810. Are you to be understood that you hardly ever bought sugar cheaper 
than you bought this parcel forI-Yes, at nine rupees and two annas for the 
best Benares sugar. The value of Bugar in Calcutta varies. If freights are 
cheap, the merchant can give more for it; this was bought at a time of pecu
liarly high freights, therefore sugar would be depressed in proportion. 

1 811. You consider that at the price you name, this sugar was cheaply 
bought ?-For that qUality of sugar; that quality of sugar I consider to be 
cheap at nine rupees and two annas, according to the rate which sugar has 
borne in Calcutta for a number of years. The reason I think it cheap is, 
because the rate Qf freight has been so uncommonly high. 

1812. Then any losses which may have been incurred upon East Indian 
sugar, exported from Calcutta this year, have not arisen from the high price at 
which the sugar was purchased ?-It is the high price now, with reference to 
the price that sugar has fallen to in England. Last year my llinit for this 
fir~t description of sugar was 46 II., the last limit I sent out was 38s., that is, 
that the sugar which was to cost me 468., laid down last year, I expect this 
year to be laid down for me at 38s., or 1 will not buy it. 

I 813. There is no ground of complaint, you think, against the present price 
of the article in Calcutta, as compared with the ordinary prices in Calcutta 1-· 
No, the fall has taken place here j I did not consider that it was cheap, because 
the rise in the freight added to the price of it, therefore I did not think it was 
cheap; but, in fact, there was no other means of making remittances. It was 
the one which promised the least chance of loss, and that is what we look at in 
making remittances. 

1814. At the ordinary rate of five guineas a ton, in order to square your! 
selves as merchants in the London market, you tnust be able to purchase sugar 
for the future at the price of 158. 3d. in Calcutta, instead of 2411. 6 d., which 
you paid last year ?-It must be 20, per cent. cheaper for the best quality, 
21 per cent. for the second, and 27 per cent. for the third. I must get that 
in some shape or other to square me. 

1815. 'fhat includes freight and charges, does not it ?-No, you are obliged 
to pay them. The loss is upon the first cost of the sugar. You must pay the 
frl'ight and charges, therefore the whole loss falls upon the first cost. 

1 816. Are you now speaking of the 20 1 per cent. upon the long price, 
exclusive of the duties, or upon the price of the sugar at Calcutta ?-The price 
of the sugar at Calcutta. I must get it 20 1 per cent. cheaper in Calcutta than 
I have got it, and that must be made up by the freight or by a rise of price 
here, or some other means, otherwise I am precluded from bringing home 
sugar at those rates. 

1 81 i· You must be able, in fact, to buy sugar 5,. a cwt. cheaper than you 
do ?-The first quality. . 

1818. But that would be 58. a cwt. cheaper than you have ever known it 
sold in Calcutta, since the year i836 ?-'-My opinion is, that it will not be sold 
at that rate; there is such' a large internal demand arising in the west of 
India, that I do Bot think the merchant will get it at that rate; therefore 
I think we shall be precluded from using sugar as a means of remittance, to & 
great extent. 
" 181 9. You think the exportation of sugar from India, unless the prices rise. 
above what they are now, will cease altogether ?-Or be very much diminished. 
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. Mr. N. Al.",aMer. It is with reference to that particular point that I han made some memoranda 
which I think. if the Committee will allow me to read portions of, will put 

"19 February 1@48. thel}l in possession of my views of our means of remittance as merchants, and 
what we shall be obliged to retlort to if we carryon the trade. I wish first 
of all to call the attention of the Committee to the trade of India generally 
since the charter was renewed in 1813, in order that the Committee should be 
aware of the value of India as a trading country connected with England. Oil 
the 26th of January 1813, there was a general meeting of the Court of East 
India proprietors. It was then discussed whether or not India was likely to 
take a larger quantity of English productions and manufactures than it had 
usually done, and the general resolution that was come to, was, " That no lar~e 
and sudden addition can be made to the amount of British exports 'to India· 
and China." When the renewal of the East India Company's charter was unde-r 
discussion, Parliament received evidence to a like effect from some of the 
most distinguished servants of the East India Company. Sir John Malcolm 
and Sir Thomas Munro, Mr. Grant, and a number of the first men stated 
opinions to the same effect. . 
~ 1820. Mr. Matheson.] Warren Hastings was another who did so, was he not 1 
_. Yes. In 1814 the export of cotton cloth from England to India amounted 
to 817,000 yards; and then the export of cotton yarn, which is called com· 
monly twist, had not commenced at alL In 1836, or 32 years afterwards, 
the export of cotton cloth to the single port of Calcutta was 132,016,761 
yards; it has increased from 817,000 yards for the whole oflndia to 132,016.i61. 
besides which there were 15,344,3701bs. weight of cotton yarn sent out, 
which is manufactured into cloth by the native weavers in Bengal; and this 
would make about 160,000,000 more yards of cloth; so that there has been 
that amount of increase in the consumption of Bengal in 32 years, of cotton~ 
and cotton yarn. In 1813 the value of the entire exports from England 
to India was about 900,0001. The export of cotton goods and yarn to the 
port of Calcutta for the last three years is as follows: In 1845 the value was-
2,000,000 I.; in 1846 it was 2,500,000 I.; and in 1847, 1,800,000 I. This is 
independent altogether of Bombay and Madras,· the trade of Bombay having 
increased equally with ,that of Calcutta. In a table of external commerce of 
Bengal, prepared at the suggestion of Lord Ellenborough from the Calcutta 
Custom-house, which is published by authority in India, the result was as fol
lows: In the year 1842-43 the value of imports into Calcutta was 5,i20,OOO I., 
the value of exports was 7,660,0001. In 1843-44 the .value of imports was 
6,480,000 I., the value of exports was 10,120,000 I. I may say genera1ly, that up 
to 1847 the imports were about 6,000,000 I., and the exports about 9,500,000 I. 
The difference is the tribute which the Company receive from the country, which 
amounts this year to about 4,000,000 I. The next statement which I wish to
present to the Committee is, with regard to the import and export of treasure, 
because I consider that we shall be driven to look to silver as a considerable 
means of remittance. The import of bullion, the account being taken from 
the same source, was in 1843, 1,655,000 I.; in 1844, 1,901,000 I.; in 1845, 
1,601,000 I.; in 1846, 1,010,000 I.; in 1847, 1,217,000 I. The export from 
Calcutta was-merely the quantity of bullion sent from the Mint to the other 
presidencies. I wish to call the attention of the Committee to this statement 
as to bullion, for the currency of India, with a trifling exception, is silver; 
there is a small issue of the Bank of Bengal notes, which circulate in 
the immediate neighbourhood of Calcutta, but, generally speaking, the circula
tion in India is the silver rupee coined in the Company's mint. It is abso
lutely necessary that the Indian Government should have a sum not under 
5,000,000 I. sterling, of silver rupees, in the several treasuries of their presi
dencies, to enable them to pay their troops and all other disbursements. I 
need scarcely point out that in the eyes of the sepoy. the regular monthly pa, 
of the East India Company,· compared with the irregularity of the pay of the 
native princes, is one of his greatest inducemenl:$ for preferring to serve England 
instead of a native prince. I apprehend that, on investigation, the Committee 
will find that the im ort of silver bullion int is about to diminish' 
China formerly supplie It argely in return for opium; she received it from 
the Americans, who now, instead of silver, bring cotton goods into China. 
Last year, further, the Chinese government have legalized the production 9£ 
opium in tb.eir own territory, which will greatly diminish the call for opium 
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from India. and reduce its price ~ery mu~h, so that I consider that the import 
of silvl'r from that source is one which i iminishin and of a very 

ou t character; an one which I do not think the Government of India, or 
this Government, can count upon to any very great .~xtent. While this dimi
nished supply of silver to India is to he apprehended, there is a constant large 
withdrawal of the silver .rupee from circulation in the country, owing to the habit 
of hoarding, so common III all eastern countries, from the insecurity that the 
natives are under. under the native gov«;rnments. This custom is diminishing 
in the British territories, but still the silver circulation finds its way into the bor
dering native states, and there disappears. I wish to draw the attention of the 
Committee to this fact, in making these remarks upon bullion, that they should 
be alive to the paramount political importance of a constant supply of silver to 
Jn~ and that in passing a law by which the export of sugar from Bengal will 
be gely curtailed, the Legislature must' calculate on silver being used as a 
means of remittance for returns to England instead of sugar, unless the· trade 
be diminished to the value of the sugar no longer shipped. (I may here 
remark, incidentally, that a very great change is about to take place in 
our colonial trade. Hitherto the plantations for indigo, sugar, &c. have 
been owned and carried on by British merchants, and the supply of 
money to produce such articles with, and which it was absolutely ne
cessary to remit periodically, was usually made in manufactures, and .the 
produce came back to the merchant in England. Under our new com
mercial policy, such colonial property is becoming valueless, and men 
who have invested their capital in it are every day sinking, leaving those to 
carryon the colonial trade who have no object but to turn their money to a 
profit, and who will at once stop operations if they see a likelihood of 'loss; 
we must therefore look forward generally t.o a smaller trade with our colonies, 
carried on unequally as to extent, and to a relaxation of that intimate con
nexion between the colonies and the mother country which may lead even
tually to separation.l To return to the trade with Bengal:' I have before me 
a list of the principii1 articles of export for the year 1845-46, from Calcutta, 
with their values·; indigo, sugar, rice, and so on, and the entire quantity of 
those principal articles will amount to about 5,000,0001. sterling, and these are 
the items most important to the English trade; sugar will amount, for that 
year, to about 67,000 tons, at a value of 1,800,000 I., which would provide trade 
for between 180 and 200 vessels. There were that year went directly from 
England to Calcutta, and which were therefore vessels which required tp be 
loaded from Calcutta, 267 vessels, with a tonnage of 136,575 tons; of those 
vessels about 200 had their dead weight from sugar alone.' With respect also to 
another great article, which is raw silk, the introduction of China silk on a very' 
increased scale has so entirely reduced the price of Bengal raw silk in England, 
that I consider it is almost'thrown out as a means of remittance; it was this 
year 782,000 I., so that that and the sugar together form a full half of the 
value of the articles which we have for carrying on our trade, as a means of 

. remittance. Bengal, as a sugar-producing-eountry, is not like the West In~es, 
where, when the sugar is made, there is no local demand for it, and it must be 
shipped to England; in Bengal there is not only a foreign demand, but the 
internal consumption of the country is so great that the export of sugar. by 
sea is but a small part of the annual production of the country, and if such 
export were to cease altogether, it would make little difference in the price of 
the article, independent of the fact that a large trade in sugar has arisen 
between Bengal and the nations to the north and west, which is fast increasing, 
and which will give India an outlet for her sugar, so that India will not lose mucn 
by a cessation of sugar shipments to England. I have here an account of the 
dUties paid for the last three years upon sugar which passed the north west 
frontiers: the duty is, upon fine sugar, 8 annas per maund; there are 27 ~ 
maunds of sugar in a ton, therefQre that would be about 26s. 6d. a ton; the 
duty on inferior descriptions of sugar is three annas a maund. The amount of 
duties levied for the year ending the 30th of April 1844 was 5,74,954 rupees, 
for the year ending 30th April 1845 it was 5,24,556 rupees, and fur the last 
year 6,58,362 rupees. A great deal of this is fine sugar; it is sugar that is to 
go over the mountains into Tartary and into Russia, and the carriage being s~ 
great an expense, they generally take the finest qualities; probably the amount 
Dlay by this time have increased to 70,000 tons exported to the north-west 
(If India, ""hich is quite a new mt'ans of export for their sugar, and which with 
~~. Z ~ 
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Mr. N • .A.k~. the internal consumption would enable India to refuse giving us sugar for 
. Englaud below a certain price. . 

19 February ,8411· 1821. This duty is not raised upon the sugar that traverses the country to 
be exported to England ?-That is the duty upon sugar that passes eur north
western frontier. It goes into Tartary, and finds its way into Russia and 
Persia; and now the Punjaub is settled, the merchants come down and take it 
away, to trade with it in other countries. It is a new source of trade to India. 
and we are also getting a very large export trade for British manufactures in 
the same way. 

1822. Is a similar transit duty levied upon sugar from the interior, coming 
to Calcutta r-No, they have done away with the transit duties. That is export 
duty upon sugar going beyond our territories. 

1823. There is no such export duty at Calcutta, is there ?-There is on some 
articles, but I think sugar is free; I have referred to that return only to show 
that if there is a cessation of the demand for sugar, to come home by British 
merchants, still there are native markets, which will prevent the price til1ling to 
such an amount as that we can afford to bring it here. A great number of 
the sugar factories, which have been set up by European merchants; the sugar 
()f which would entirely have come to England under any circumstances, are 
now closing. The Dhobah concern, for instance, Mr. Blake went out two or 
three months ago to bring that to a close. They do not make sugar from the 
cane, but they buy the raw sugar and refine it . 
../1824. Can you inform the Committee how many firms there are engaged in 
the sugar trade at Calcutta, and how many are closing?-Ko, I cannot tell 
that; there are several large manufactories in the immediate neighbourhood of 
Calcutta, and they make, some of them, very large quantities, 2,000 or 3,000 

. tons of sugar each. I know another large concern, that some friends of mine 
were connected with; this year they calculate upon getting home 80,000 I. 
worth of sugar; that was a concern carried on by a firm of the name of 
Bagshaw & Company, a few miles from Calcutta. It is a house connected with 
the house of Fletcher & Alexander here, and . I know they have sent out 
erders to reduce it as much as possible. We, as merchants, who have nothing 
to do with t4e production of these commoillties, but who look to them as the 
~ans of remittance, are driven to the point of refusing to take goods from 
parties, and to advance money upun them" unless they will permit us to bring 
back the returns. in silver, if we, choose to do so. For some time that has been 
what I have done .. 

1825. For how long r~Since the late change has taken place. 
1826. Since the fall in the price of sugar r-Within the last two months 

lhave commenced that mode of making my .arrangements; formerly for a 
"commission you agreed to return the manufacturer his money, at the rate of 
~change of the. day at whiclL you could buy bills, beca\ll!e you looked to having 
the produce, and to· bring it home, so as to save yourself; but that is now so 
doubtful, that if any man comes to me to make him an advance, and take his 
goods to send them out -there for sale,. 1 will not do -it unless I am permitted to 
bring returlls back in silver, if I think it advisable. 

1827. Mr. Laaouchere.] It is not only sugar, but indigo, and other articles of 
expor1; which have fallen in price very much since the period you refer to; is 
Dot it r-The sale of indigo, in October last, took place at. a time that there 
was a tremendous pressure in the market, ~nd it fell a great deal. I sold a 
parcel of indigo, a few days ago. at 1 a. I tl.. higher than it was sold for at the 
October sale. . 

]828. Is that at a loss?-I have rather lost than otherwise. The general 
advance on indigo is not so much as that; the general advance for Bengal 
indigo is about 8 d. on 3 s. 6 d. . 

I !!29; Has the indigo of India returned a fair profit of late ?-As regards the 
indigo that was bought in Calcutta in January and February last, there has 
been a heal'y loss upon all that has been sold; but a great deal of that came 
into the July and October sales, when all articles were depressed; but the price 
is getting up again. Indigo at the next sale will recover its position pro
bably, or nearly so. 

1830. Will not the manufacture of indigo be greatly lessened in consequence 
of the great number of factories. connected with houses in Calcutta. which will 
not be continued ?-Yes, it must be so, partly owing to that, because there is 

a large 
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a large stock on 'hand; but there is another reason, namely, that the price was Mr. N. AIa""tJu. 
lower'than the cost of production, and no article can remain long in that con--
diti' 19 February 1114S. on. , 

1831. Ckaman.] Wasthere an qnusual production of indigo last year?
No, there was not; in fact the crop was rather a short one, and it sold rather 
higher than usual in Calcutta; there was a notion that it would rise here in 
proportion. ' 

1832. Are you to be understood that part of the loss upon indigo arose 
from the unusually high price at whicli indigo was purchased at Calcutta?
No; it arose from the unusual price to which it was depressed here in the state 
of things existing when it was sold in October last. 

1833. At the preseut prices would indigo pay i-People selling now generally 
would not get their money back again at an exchange. 

1834. At what ,loss would it sell ?-It is impossible to say that, because each 
parcel of indigo bears relatively a different value; at the present moment there 
is a scarcity of fine indigo, and it is relatively of a great deal higher value than 
the lower qualities. 

1 835. Would there be a loss upon the indigo of the higher qualities ?-Qn 
the Indigo I sold a few days ago, I should think there was a loss. I think it 
may be said that the ,merchant's commission, buying on one side, and selling it 
here, I lost. , 

1836. How much is that ?-Two and a half per cent. on each side; perhaps 
there might be a loss of from five to seven per cent. upon it. 

1837. The loss upon sugar,you saicl, varied from 30 per cent. r-Yes, 'the' , 
loss upon sugar, as it stancls upon those two parcels at the high freight, is 82, 
per cent., 34 per cent., and 43 per cent. 

1838. There is ~he difference, then, between 1) and 34 per cent. '?-y'es. 
1 839. You spoke of great losses upon the inferior descriptions of indigo ?~ 

They have 1'10t proportionably risen so much. 
I 840. Taking the present price, what would the 'loss be upon inferior 

qualities of indigo I-If there is a loss of five per cent. upon the fine, there is 
a loss of 15 per cent. upon the very law qualities. I cannot speak exactly, but 
I suppose that is about the average. In every lot of indigo there is some 
indifferent in quality, so that it is very. difficult to make an average of the 
whole; they make an average at the ,sales, and that probably would be 8 d. 

1841. You said that you expected an advance in indigo 1-1 think the next 
sale there will be. 

184:1. Do you expect any advance in sugar ?-I do not think there will be. 
"1843. Will you proceed with your statement ?-As my connexion is solely 
with Bengal, I have restricted my observations to the Calcutta trade; but the 
Committee can easily gain information l'egarding the trade of the other Presi
dencies. I have shown how wonderfully the trade of Bengal has increased 
during the last 32 years, but great as this increase has been for all India (pro
bably from one ntillion to 12 • millions), it is no index of the inereasewhich 
may take place hereafter. The Committee will remember that during the last 
30 years the Indian Government have been constantly contending with hostile 
nations on all sides, who out of fear and jealousy combined, have hitherto 
closed their countries to all intercourse with British India, and have checked 
as fllr liS possible all trade; so that the increase of our trade with India up to 
the present time has arisen very much from the improved coudition of our own 
Indian subjects. A great and most important change is now taking place. 
which it behoves England to promote to the utmost. The late successes in the 
Punjaub, and the influence of the British Indian Government, which is now 
fast extending over Central Asia, is opening markets both for the products of 
India and for English manufactures, which will soon cause an export from 
Bengal to a very great extent; 6 that Indi in addition to her own consum • 
tion, will be soon a greate!l~6t for rltis manu actures to supply new 
lDarkets hitherto scanWy supp§by Russia. ))rawmgaline A:om,the Persian 
nun through the Oispian Sea to the North Pole, I consider all east of that 
line is coming within our influence; independent of our sea trade with the 
coast of China, I expect we shall soon see an iuland trade opened with Cashgar, 
through Sylet and Boolan, and thus the North of China and Chinese Tartary 
will alford us new markets. Then looking t9 Aden, if that important place be 
turned to good account, what a vast field will open in Arabia and AbYSSinia, 
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JIIr. N. AIC/o.mI.,.. and through it with Central' Africa. The southern part of Arabia will be
come the greatest cotton growing country in the world one day or other; I 

19 February 1848. think it is particularly well adapted for it; it is a fine soil, and between 
there and Bombay enough cotton might be grown to supply England, inde
pendently of America, if it be necessary. In fact, I see no limit to the power 
which England possesses in the East for extending her trade, provided she 
only fosters it. All we require of course is the means of getting returns in 
some shape or other. Without that we have nothing to fall back upon but 
silver, and i~ is an impossibility that the trade should be carried on in that 
way, because it would destroy the Indian Government. I look UpOIl. it, that, 
instead of having 100,000,000 of poor Indians to supply, which we have 
been doirig, they are now becoming annually wealthier, and in addition we 
have countries now opening to us with probably 400,000,000 of population. 
I d? not s~e t~at there ~s any r~ason whatever to ?oubt that the trade will go 
on Increasmg In proportIon provided that the Enghsh merchant has the means 
of making his 'returns, but if he has not those means, of course it must be 
checked. I may mention, that the large importations of China silk have 
lowered the price of Bengal raw silk to a point which will put a stop to pro
duction; so that out of our limited quantity of Indian produce as returns, we 
must now consider both sugar and raw silk as almost excluded from this 
market. The Court of Directors of the East India Company, anticipating a 
difficulty in realizing their tribute through the usual commercial channels, 
have already ordered a shipment of 500,000 I. of silver. The tribute is 
4,000,000 l., and that must come home before the trade is provided for, and 
the destruction' of the silk and sugar trades must force a reduction in tbe 
amount of the general trade of the country. 

I 844'. Is thel'e another indirect means ofremittance to England through the 
.rice that goes to the Mauritius ?-Yes; that is a trifle. The year before last 
the value of the rice that went to the Mauritius was 158,000 l. 

] 845. Is not it increasing annually?-lt will decrease now; the sugar culti
vation in th~ Mauritius will decrease very much. The riCE' was to feed the' 
.population that was d .. awn there to make the sugar; but as the population 
decreasE's, the demand Jor rice will decrease with the population. The sugar 
~llltivation will very much dimini,sh, and that land will be used in raising food 
for the people there, which Bengal supplied when sugar was grown. But even 
jf it were 200,000/., the two articles which. we have principally looked .to have 
been sugar and silk. We have ·latterly been able to make some remittances 
through the means of shipments. made from China; bills have come to Calcutta, 
mid have been bought there on account of British merchants. Those art: 
indirect means to a small extent. , 

I 846. Is not another source of remittance likely to be dried up, by the 
destruction of the sugar cultivation of the Mauritius ?-No doubt it would diml
nishconsiderably; but that is a small item in the large figures I have been 
dealing with. • . • 

1847. The result of yoUr best consideratilln is, that the effect of the reduced 
-price in sugar will annihilate to a certain extent the sugar· exporting trade of 
India; and that when that is done very disastrous consequences will ensue to 
India, from the difficulty under which she will be placed in making remittanCE's 
to England ?-I am sure the Court of Directors would not· have ordered 
.500,000 l. in bullion to be taken out of their treasury but at the last extremity; 
they find the utter impossibility of getting their tribute home. It is a very 
desperate means of doing it, and one which they will not be able to continue to 
resort to. 

'1848. Mr. Labouchere.] You have stated that ·if the exportation of sugar 
ceased from India, it would make little difference in the price of sugar in that 
country 1-1 do not consider it will make a very great difference in the price of 
sugar, for the reason I have given; the local consumption of sugar is very 
great, so that the quantity shipped under any. circumstances is but a small 
portion of all that is produced; and there is a new mode of getting rid of their 
sugar over our north-western frontier, as I have mentioned already, and that is 
just the same description of sugar that we most require; .the fine Benares kind of 
sugar. Between these two sourCE'S, the local and this new demand, I look upon 
it the native will not submit to sell. his sugar at such a reduction as will enable 
us to make a remitt.ance of it here at the prices which are likely now to rule. 

1849. You 
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1849. You stated also that the condition of the native popUlation of India, Mr. N. Aha'M' 
and their means of consumption, were rapidly improving ,-Within our own 
-provinces no doubt they are gradually improving. I think, under our rule, 19 February IS~8 
there is no doubt whatever they will do so; and I think that will be seen by 
looking at the condition (If the population of any native state as compared 
with those under our Government; the consumption of our manufactures show 
that of itself. ' 

1850. You ~ay that the price of. sugar in India does no,t depend materially 
upon the export of sugar from India; if that be so, how could it materially 
'affect the cultivation of sugar in India. whether there be or not any great 
quantity exported 1-1 have not said it will affect the cultivation of sugar. The 
sugar we require is a particularly fine sugar. The common sugar is taken and 
'refined to a certain extent by another process, and is made peculiarly for our 
market. It is now only a small quantity of the whole quantity of sugar 'raised, 
'which is of a quality to suit us; and as a new market is arising for that, I do 
not think the cultivation' will decrease; J think it is gradually increasing as 
the native power of consUl;ning it, and the population increasing; I do not 
anticipate any failure in the cultivation of sugar from it whatever. The Com
mittee is aware that the mode in which these things are cultivated ig. India is, 
'that the native who cultivates is obliged to obtain advances; he goes to Benares' 
'or Patna, and obtains his advances from a man of wealth there; and this man 
regulates his advances by the different modes he has of selling the sugar; and 
if he does not find an extra demand for this particular kind of sugar, he will 
'not make advances for it; therefore the stock being made, goes into the general 
consumption of the country. 

1851. If the price of sugar should be material~y raised in India, is itthe case 
that it becomes too high for the general consumers in that country :-1 am not 
aware of that. 

1852. Is the local consumption considerably checked in India by a material 
rise of the price there I-It is so difficult to know what' takes place among 
the native population, that I can hardly answer that. 

1853~ Would it not be likely to be so from the nature of the population ?-
1: am not aware myself, in my experience, of any reduction taking place from 
that cause; I presume as to the common sugar which the natives use among 
·themselves, there is not much difference in the price. . 
, 1854. What price do you think sugar should be at to command u. consi
-derable permanent export from India ?-That must depend UpOI!. the ,price 
here; I do not think of that fine Benares sugar, 'we could draw any consider·· 
'able amount out of India if we paid less than 168. a maund for it in 
'Calcutta. ' 
. 1855. Is it your opinion, that ~ithout a protective duty in this c(luntry in 
favour of sugar the produce of India against sugar the produce of foreign 
.countries, it would be impossible for any considerable qUl1.ntity of sugar to be 
imported from India into this country I-At the present time I think so, taking 
things as they now are; I think the effect will be, that we shall be obliged to 
ship a smaller quantity of goods out of this country for fear of not having the 
means of making returns. . 

t 856. What amount of protection do you think is necessary in order to 
secure the continued importation of. sugar from India into this country 1-
That would be a very difficult thing to say; but the manufacturer is protected 
now in his dealings in India to the extent of five per cent. There is a duty 
levied there of five per cent. on English manufactures; and if I go to Ham
burgh, or any foreign port, and buy goods, I am obliged to pay 10 per cent.; 
therefore there is five per cent. of protecdve duty to English manufacturers, 
which is going to be taken from us when all duties are assimilated. As far as 
I can see at the present moment, we require to square us exactly what I have 
stated. ' 

1857. Your opini~n is, that if the trade in sugar between aU the world and 
this country is left free, and conducted upon equal terms, it will be. impossible 
for India to send sugar to this tountry ?-At'present it is so assuredly. What 
India may do hereafter, with improved machinery and improved modes of 

. cul~vation, I cannot tell, but now our sugar is made almost entirely by the 
natives, and as far as my experience has gone, I know, or at least have heard, 
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Mr. N. Akz~rukr. that sugar can be made a great deal cheaper than the native makes it; but that 
is a matter on which I cannot give an opinion. . 

J9 February 18,.8. 1858. Does your belief of the impossibility at present of India sending us 
sugar on equal terms with Java, for example, or any other foreign country. 
depend upon the fact you have. stated, of there being a considerable home 
market for sugar in India, which keeps up the price; or does it depend upon 
any natural disadvantages which the people of India labour under, with respect 
to soil or climate, or anything of that kind I-The supply depends on the price 
in the home market. 

1859. You do not think that there are any natural disadvantages which 
India labours under, which would prevent her from competing, in an open trade 
with this country, against any other country in the world 1-Provided we can 
obtain a price here, which will enable us to give 168. a maund for that fine. 
Benares sugar in Calcutta. 

1860. The question referred to the terms of competition with other producers 
of sugar. Of course no country can permanently produce sugar at a loss; but 
do you think, independently of the fact of there being a considerable home 
market at the present moment in India, which keeps up the price of lugar, ' 
India can.in the long run produce sugar as cheaply as any other country 1-1 do 
not know as to slave countries; I think she can compete with any other free
labour country. I would not be afraid of competing with free-labour countries. , 

1861. You would not be afraid of Java, for example I-I would not. 
1 !!62. Do you think, supposing protection were given to India in order to 

foster the sugar trade there with this country, that protection would be advan
tageous unless it could be secured to India for some length of time ?-IC the 
question be put in that general way, I 8Dl satisfied it would be much better 
not to have protection of any sort or kind as a general principle. If you were 
going to begin trade de novo in India, I would rather see it begun without any 
protection of any sort or kind; but we have gone on now to such an extent in 
our system of protection, that I think to take it away will destroy us all. The 
merchant will not be able to hear the removal of it. 

1863. Will you direct your attention to the question that has been put to 
you; do you think it would be an advantage to India, even under her present 
circumstances, to give her protection unless those who were engaged in th~ 
cultivation of sugar in India and the sugar trade had some reasonable security . 
that the p.rotection would last for a considerable time. Do you think a state 
of uncertainty would not be very unfortunate for the producers and the 
importers of sugar into this couptry 1-1 think a state of uncertainty is worse 
than anything else to the merchant. All I wish to say about that is what 
I have said, that such is the peculiar position of India, that you are driving us .' 
now back upon silver; and if our trade is to be. carried on to the extent to 
which it has been, that will be a political evn wliich the Government will suffer 
so much from that I do not know how or where it would end. 

1864. Do you attach great importance to the extension of the cultivation of 
cotton in India ?-. I do; I think the cultivation of cotton may be very greatly 
extended. I am not myself much conversant with the question, but there are 
men, some of whom I know, who have a very strong 'opinion of the increase 
that may be made in the cotton trade; and I believe there is a Comtnittee 
appointed now which'will investigate that subject. ' 

1865. Do you believe that if the natural communications of India could be 
improved, there would be probably a great extension of the cotton trade?
There can be no doubt of that . 
.J 1866. You have stated that you conceive British India as formed to be the 
great entrep6t for British manufactures, and the means of supplying the whol~ 
of Southern Asia with them 1-1 think so . 
.J 186i. If a great extension of that trade were to take place, would nol it be 
the case that in the natural course of trade, and as a necessary consequence 
of such a trade, remittances would come to this country through the channel 
of India ?-Yes, that was the reason why I made the remarks regarding 
silver. If the trade can be carried on by silver, it will; but if not, I do not 
see how you are to carry on an extended trade when you are reducing your 
power of bringing the products of India home every year. The China silk has 
nearly cut off our Bengal silk, and now if we are to reduce our import of sugar, 
you are cutting off our means of bringing back the products of the country, 
and throwing the trade only on silver. If we can make great profits in the 

outward 
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outward trade, we may go on; if not, we must stop altogether; we have always Mr. N. Alemnder. 
the Company's tribute staring us in the face, and we know that that must come 
witbout any reference to the profit or loss to the merchant. 19 February 18411· 
"1868. Do you think it would be a safe thing to found a great commerce of 
this kind upon so artificial a system as that of a forced exportation of sugar 
from the East Indies by means of protection?-I speak of the consequence 
that must ensue, at present, till we find something that is to take the place of 
it. All that will happen will be, that our trade must diminish; we must leave 
the market in the hands of the Comp4ny to bring home their tribute, and must 
leave off making advances for British manufactures till we discover something 
to take the place of sugar. At present that is our great stand-by; we cannot 
afford to go on losing money; we have already lost plenty of money; we are 
not fairly dealt with either, because the Legislature are protecting the manu-
facturers, while they are throwing us upon free trade. . 

1869. Are you of opinion that it would be impossible, without some con
siderable protection for India, to send sugar to this country ?-At present 
I do not see any other means, nor do 1 see how trade is to be carried on, 
unless we can discover some general mode of remittance which does not now 
exist. If cotton were to rise, and India were to supply England with the 
whole of her cotton, that would take the place of sugar. 

1870. Unless the price of sugar were considerably raised above its natural 
level to the English consumer, the export trade from India in your opinion 
could not continue?-At the present rates importation will not increase; it 
Will be diminished. I do not say it will be given up; but, instead of being an, 
annually increasing trade, it must be a decreasing trade till we cap. discover 
some other means of supplying sugar than we have hitherto had. 

1871. You lutve stated that yo~ are not afraid of the competition of Java? 
-No. 

'1872. Nor of other foreign countries which have been generally called free
labour countries,?-I am not afraid of them. There has been this year a very 
large quantity of free-labour sugar; but I think a great deal of that has been 
forced forward at prices which it will not be brought forward at again. I 
think tbe West Indies will not produce so much sugar again, nor do I think 
the Mauritius will. Therefore I do not think the increase of free-labour sugar 
will be anything to be -apprehended. 

ISi3. The only sugar you are afraid of is sugar the produce of Brazil, Cuba, 
and Porto Rico ?-Provided it can be made at the rates which they say it can 
be made at. 
, 1874. Are you aware of the quantity of sugar exported from Java !lnd other 
foreign countries, which is generally considered as being cultivated by free 
labour, to the markets of the world ?-There was a statement last week in the 
" Economist," which I took out, and which I have here. It states that the 
free· labour sugar of the world last year was, from the West Indies 145,000 
tons, the Mauritius 65,000, the East Indies 70,000, Java 75,000, Manilla 
30,000, and Europe 100,000; making, it;! the whole, 485,000 tons. 

1875. Are you aware whethef that Java and other free-labour roreign coun
tries export annually considerably more sugar than the whole quantity of 
foreign-grown sugar consumed in this country?-Y es; they have this year 
done so; but that includes the beet-root sugar of France, I believe. , 

1876. If that is the case, of course "the 'surplus of this foreign free-labour 
sugar goes to compete with foreign slave-labour sugar, the produce of Cuba 
anrl Brazil, in the general markets of the world ? -Yes; but looking to the future 
we shall not have another year such a surplus from free-labour sugar coun
tries as we had last. I look upon it, that instead of 145,000 tons from the 
West Indies, you cannot calculate on more 'than 75,000 tons; that from the 
Mauritius, the 65,000 tons will be reduced to 30,000 tons; from the East 
Indies you cannot count on more than 40,000 tons; from Java, coming to 
oompete with us here (because a large quantity of Java sugar goes to Holland), 
you cannot count on more than half of it, or 35,000 tons, and half of Manilla, 
15,000 tons, which would leave the amount of free-labour sugar, which, under 
ordinary circumstances, might be calculated on as coming to England, about 
200,000 tons. 

11>77. Do you expect the produce of free-labour foreign countries to fall so 
low as that, in the event of there being a discriminating duty, which admitted 
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:Mr. N. Aksaarier. that sugar into this country, but which excluded the foreign slave-labour sugar; 
----. we should take the entire produce exported from those free-labour countrit's, 

.19 F.bruary 1848• with the exception of what was consumed in Holland, and tbat none would be 
exported to the Continent ,-It must depend entirely upon the price at'which 
they cab make their sugar; I cannot answer for that; but I answer as a mer
chant, that out of this list of sugars which I have given in, of 480,000 tons, as 
far as my gt'neral commercial knowlt'dge goes, the produce of the West Indies 
must be reduced nearly ·one-half. The Mauritius, I am satisfied, will be the 
same. The export from the East Indies will be reduced to 40,000 tons; there
fore, putting those things together, and allowing that half of the Manilla, and 
half the Java, will come hert', in round numbers, I should say there would 
be about as much free-labour sugar applicable to the consumption of England, 
as England requires. 

1878. Unless such a state of things as was described'in the last question 
were to exist, would it be of any consequence to YOll whether you were pro- ' 
tected against all foreign eugar, whether the produce of slave labour or free' 
labour, or whether a distinction were· drawn in favour of free-labour foreign 
sugar against slave-labour foreign sugar ?-I said before, I should not be the 
least afraid of free-labour sugar if it were admitted on equal terms here, if all 
slave-labour sugar were excluded. 

1879. That is not an answer to my question.-I always understood that the 
only reason for admitting slave sugar was, that there was an absolute deficiency 
for the supply of England of, free-labour sugar. I am satisfied that that 
deficiency does not exist. I am sure we have such an immense supply of 
sugar in India, that if the manufacture were to increase, and there were an 
increased quantity of returns required, when it got to a certain point, a very 
little increase in that demand would draw an increased quantity of sugar from 
India. I think we have got sugar applicable to the supply of England, though 
it does not come to England. I mean that there would be no want of sugar 
altogether if slave sugar were not imported. . 

1880. As far as regards the protection to be given to the East Indies, does 
not it tum altogether upon the question, whether there is or is not 1;\ surplus 
of free-labour foreign sugar to be carrie~ to the general markets of the world 
after this country has taken what there is tu be sent here ?-Of course, if it 
were admitted freely here, it would depend upon that. ' 

1881. By "freely" you mean upon equal terms1-Yes. With respect to 
sugar, I make it a mere matter of profit and loss to myself. If I can bring in 
sugar here profitably, I do so; but from my knowledge of India, my opinion 
is, that sugar has now fallen to a point that must materially interfere with my 
using it as a means of remittance, and then I say I have nothing left but to. 
fall back upon silver. If I can make such large profits as will enable me to 
stand the loss of bringing silver home to sell, I will go on with the tradp., if 
not, I will pull in, and· red'uce to that extent. You have now before you the 
prospect of an enen-mous increase, all increase which there is no limit to, in my 
opinion, in the India trade. It has increased, even with all the difficulties of 
war against us; but now that we have peace, the whole of Asia will be open to, 
us, and the trade for the next 30 years will be double, or quadruple what it 
has been for the last 30. What I want especially to place ,before the Com
mittee is, what is required ill trying this free-trade experiment upon the mer
chant when you are not trying it upon the manufacturer. 

1882. Mr. !Pilson.] What protection has the manufacturer at present in 
India r-The manufacturer in India has a protection which h8.'1 been increased 
within the last two or three years; a few years ago the English manufacturer 
for his goods paid 3! per cent., and the foreign manufacturer 15 ; within the
last few years they have increased the duties on English goods to 5 per cent., 
and the duties on foreign manufactures to 10. 

1883. The 'English manufacturer at present has an advantage of 5 per cent~ 
in the Indian market ?-Yes. 

1884. What do you call the prt'sent value of sugar exported fro~ In~ia ?-
1 do not think, as merchants, we shall be able to draw that pecuh;l.r kmd of 
sugar we want unless we can give 16s. a maund for it in India. 

1885. What protection have you upon sugar now 1-lt is decreasing every 
year. ' 

1886. What 
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1886. What is the smallest protection you ever had ?-There is the difference Mr. N. Aftrande-t. 

between 14 s. and 20 s. 
1887. What per centage is that upon 16,., the prime cost of the sugar?- 19 February 1848• 

Rather more than one-third. 
1888. You have at present a protection of about 35 per cent. ?-But I have 

a loss upon sugar to the same amount. . 
188g. You have a protection of about 35 per cent., and the English manu

facturer has a protection of {; per cent?-As things are at present, we have a 
larger protection on sugar than the 'Bngli.qh manufacturer has; but you are 
going to take that altogether away from us,leaving the protection to the manu
facturer. 

18go. That is in 1851, when it will be equalized; there is reason to believe 
that before that time other duties will be equalized also ?-But you do not get 
over the fact that India has markets for sugar independently of England, and 
that below a certain price she will not permit her sugar to leave India to come 
here; unless we can get it at a certain price we cannot bring it, and then either 
we ruust reduce our trade or fall back on silver. 

18g1. "'hat do you receive in return from the north-western provinces?
Silver partly; and that silver will be what we shall fall back upon, provided 
we can make a sufficient profit upon the trade out, as to bear the loss of silver 
coming back; if we cannot do that, then we shall have to diminish the trade 
in proportion as our means of remittance are cut off. 

1892. Do you receive nothing but silver ?-There is a good deal of salt also 
comes in, and Cashmere shawls; salt is a very large item that comes over the 
frontier from the northern provinces; I cannot enumerate all the particulars. 

1893. Are you aware that the importation of sugar has nearly doubled from 
India within the last six yearst-In 1836 it was about 7,000 tons; we had 
the duties assimilated, and it has got up as high as 70,000 tons since that. 

1894. In what way were the remittances made six 9r seven years ago?-We 
had raw silk to the extent of nearly II million, of which we have been almost 
entirely deprived by the China silk; that has been a. terrible loss to us; then 
sugar took its place for a time, and filled up the gap ; now if sugar is taken from 
us, that will reduce our means and throw us back upon 'silver. 

1895. Suppose the price of sugar to fall here, would not the first effect of 
that be a fall in the price of sugar in India ?-. That is what I apprehend will 
not be the case. The amount of consumption is so great internally, and a 
new trade since the Punjaub has been settled has arisen, so that the producer 
there will be able to keep it up to a price at which we are not able to buy it. 
We are now in a very different position to what we ever were before. We 
used to be surrounded by hostile tribes, and they would not allow the mer
chants to come in; but now that is settled, and we are a sort of centre to the 
whole of Asia; and every year we are increasing a trade, which, after some 
time, I think, will be a perfectly enormous one, if we can go on drawing from 
India returns. ,For instance, we have opened resources into Tartary and 
Persia; I suppose already .the amount of. sugar alone sent over the frontier is 
70,000 tons; that has arisen within a very short time; it finds its way to 
Persia and Tartary. After a while, I have no doubt there will be a way open 
into China, where you will have a large demand for British goods going into 
all those territories. If we can continue our means of bringing back the value 
without loss, we shall be able to go on, increasing our supplies, 

1896. You think, even if India had no English market for sugar, it would 
not be a serious injury to India herself?-It is always injurious to a country to 
be excluded from a market; but it would be nothing in the East to what it 
would be in the Welt, where if they had not the English market the sugar must 
rot. It would be less injurious to India than any sugar-growing country in the 
world that I know of. 

1897. If they got the same price for the sugar, whether we took it' or not, 
what injury would it be?-As trade increased and population increased, the 
cultivation of sugar would be extended, and that would give the means to the 
inhabitants of buying our products, and exchanging a large quantity of Indian 
products for English manufactures. It is of great importance to British manu-
facturers lind British merchants.' ' . 

1898. Do you think if individuals were deprived of the English market it 
would prevent a further extension of the cultivation of sugar !-l think, looking 
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Mr. N. Aleuruler. to the new market which is arising, and to the increase in the consumption of 
India, 88 our territories are increasing in wealth, the Hindoos using sugar to a 

19 February 18+8. very great extent, the cultivation will not decrease, certainly; but it will rather 
go on increasing, but not at the rate it would if the English importation were 
also drawn from India. 

18gg. Would you think it wise as regards the interests of the East Indies 
that we should encourage the cultivation of sugar by a protective duty which 
could not be permanently maintained 1-My view is, that now the only person 
that you should think of is the English manufacturer. Looking to the interests 
of the Indian cultivators, and to the quantity which is raised and consumed in 
India, the quantity we take is so small that I do not think as a national qnl'S
tion, it would make much difference to the Indian cultivator. The only effect 
would be this, that India would be called on to provide for the smaller quantity 
of British manufactures consumed. They probably would not consume so 
much, and we should not send so much. It would be a check to the gradual 
increase of the consumption of foreign goods, which the natives can easily do 
without. 

Ig00. Have you any good reason for believing that the supply of free-labour 
sugar will fall off as you have stated 1-1 have, myself, no doubt whatever. 

Ig01. Are you aware that the cultivation of Java sugar has increased very 
greatly during the last 20 years ?-Very much so; and it will go on increasing, 
I have no doubt; and so I think will others. I think Java will not suffer so 
much, but the Mauritius will fall off very much. 

1902. You think the JlliVa cultivation will increase~-Yes; but I do not 
think the increase will be such as will come to so large a figure as would be 
the case in India. 

Ig03. Are you aware what the increase in Java has been ?-No; [suppose 
it is to be got at, because I imagine all these things are done by the govern-
ment. ' 

Ig04. Do you know what is the present production of Java 1-1 do not know. 
Ig05. You are not aware what it was 20 years ago ?-No; but I should 

think it was very small. Our own export in the years 1836-36 was only 
to the extent of 6,000 or 7,000 tons. 

Ig06. What is our consumption of foreign sugar in this country ?-I am 
aware that last year there was an increase of about 26,000 tons of foreign' sugar 
consumed, against a decrease of about 6,000 tons of our own colonial sugar. 
There has been a decrease compared with the previous year of about 5,000 tons 
consumed of colonial sugar, and an increase of about 25,000 tons of foreign 
sugar. 

Ig07. Do you think that the consumption in this country last year exceeded 
50,000 tons ?-I am not aware at the present moment. 

Ig08. Supposing the entire consumption of foreign sugar in 'this country to 
be 50,000 tons, and the production of Java, Manilla, and Siam to be 100,000 
tons, and we admit that 100,000 tons at the same duty as our own colonial 
sugar, can you see any advantage in excluding slave-labour sugar ?-What I 
say is on the principle that in our own colonies, particularly the West Indies 
and the Mauritius, there will be a very great falling off in future, and that that 
falling off Will not be added to by any increase in Java or any other place, to 
such an extent as will bring in so large a quantity of free-labour sugar as would 
very much influence the prices; that is, that we should still be left in lndia 
",1th our power of bringing home sugar without loss. I think in Bengal we 
can compete with any foreign free-labour sugar. . 

19Q9. Cali you compete with Java 1-1 cannot say that from actual know
ledge; but it is my opinion generally that we are on equal terms with any 
other country. 

IglO. Are you aware that Java has competed with Brazil and Cuba during 
the period during which you describe the large increase of production to have 
taken place ?-Java sugar is a much more saleable sugar for general purposes 
than East India sugar, because it is a richer sugar. 

Igil. Take quality for quality, take two sugars of an equal quality and of 
equal value ,-If you take two sugars of equal quality, the sugar you bought 
in Java would be cheaper than in Bengal. 

1912. Are you aware that Java, during the period in which this large 
increase of production has taken place, has competed without any protection 

with 
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with Cuba and Brazil 1-1 am not aware of that. I cannot say whether it is Mr. N • .A.le_in. 
so or not, because I do not know the fact. The question is, has Java sugar 
been in the market to a sufficient extent to make it a real object of com- 19 F.loruary 1848• 
petition, because a small quantity of sugar from some particular cause may bear 
a good price. 

1913. Seventy-five thousand tons of sugar came from Java, 75,000 tons also 
came from the Brazils; both those countries have increased at the same time 
largely in their production, have not t¥~y ?-Yes. 

1914. Then it follows that Java has competed successfully with Brazil r
I do not think that follows; because you have 65,000 tons of sugar sent home 
from the Mauritius; but I am quite sure that 35,000 of that has been made 
at a most tremendous loss_ The increase in the cultivation of Java sugar, 
which has been carried on by the Dutch, may have been carried on at a loss_ 
I do not know whether it has or not. 

1915. Do you suppose that for 20 years they would carry on business at a 
loss ?-The cultivation in the Mauritius I know has been carried on at a loss. 
Sugar may be bought for one year in very large quantities and sold at an 
immense los8, and that may check the cultivation. The sugar from the Mau
ritius has got up to 65,000 tons; that is made at an immense loss, and the 
calculation is that it will go down to 30,000 tons. If the 75,000 tons of sugar 
has been forced forward from Java at higher prices than it is now selling for, 
next year there may be only 50,000 tons from Java. I cannot tell that, of. 
course; but I believe' that indigo in Java has been carried on at a loss, and" 
that the production is now diminished in consequence. 

1916. Chairman.] Do you know that the sugar of Java is produced under a 
guarantee from the Dutch government of 14l_ a ton in the island 1-1 know 
that the production of sugar and indigo is under the influence of government, 
and I know that the Dutch government are now reducing indigo, finding that 
it does not pay; and they may do the same with sugar unless I know what the 
price of production is. You see" this year a quantity of sugar poured in from 
every country in the world, but that may not be the case next year. 

1917. Mr. Wilson.1 You say you know that the sugar in Java is cultivated 
under the guarantee of the government I-I know that sugar and indigo are so. 
I believe that the King of Holland has a direct interest in the cultivation, but 
whether or not he finds it answer I cannot say. I un~rstand he does not find. 
indigo an~wt'r. and there is an order gone out to redu'Ce it. I do not know 
whether sugar answers or not; if it answers, they will increase; if it does not, 
they will reduce. 

1918. They have increased, have not they?-Up to this point they have. as 
they have in the Mauritius. 

1919. Is not that to your mind a satisfactory proof if they have gone on 
increasing for 20 years, that the cultivation has answered ?-It is not; it is 
not a satisfactory proof to me that the Mauritius has increased from a few 
thousand tons, which was its production wben we took the island, to 65,000 
tons now; because I know that the people who forced that increase forward 
have been ruined from it. " 

1920. Axe you aware that one-third of the sugar made in Java is cultivated 
by private individuals ?-No. I only know as a general fact that the govern
ment intt'rferes in indigo, and I believe in sugar. 

1921. You are aware that in Holland there is no protective duty upon sugar 
at all ?-I believe there is not. " 

1922. Mr. M. Gibaon.] Do you recommend the total exclusion of slave
labour sugar from the British market?-I do. 

1923. A prohibition in fact?-Yes. 
1924. You would limit the importation of sugar to free· labour sugar?-I 

understand the reason why Slave-labour sugar was introduced was solely 
becau~e there was not sufficient free-labour sugar in the world to supply the 
English market; but I think there is incontestible proof that there is enough 
to supply the English market. Therefore that cuts down the only ground 
upon which slave-labour sugar was said to be admissible. 

1925. Would you extend your exclusion of slave-labour sugar to tbe pro
duce of those countries which do not import slaves, but merely possess slaves,. 
and use them for growing sugar 1-1 would exclude the sugar of every country 
which can fairly be included among what are called slave-trade countries in 
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Mr. N. Aln:imder. the Enlrlish sense of that phrase; that is, countries where the slave is made to 
---.- cultivate sugar under the whip. . 

19 February 1848. 1926. Would you extend that principle to other produce which is raised by 
slaves ?-There is tobacco, which is a large slave produce; I would extend it 
to that, because we could supply it from India. 

1 927. Would you extend the principle to other produce which is grown by 
slaves under similar circumstances to sugar ?-If you give me no t.ime to 
consider it, I must answer that I would not apply it to sugar alone, but I would 
exclude everything grown by slaves. 

]928. Would you exclude slave-labour colfee entirely from the markets of 
the Uniteu Kingdom 1-1 would exclude everything raised by slave labour that 
we can get by free labour, as a general principle. I consider we have in our 
own power an ample supply of coffee, without going to slave labour for it. 

1929. Then you would exclude slave-labour coffee entirely?-If I am asked 
as to the exclusion or non-exclusion, I say, exclude. 

] 930. Do you consider that the exclusion of slave-grown coffee from the 
markets of the United Kingdom~ would be beneficial to the population of this 
country ?-I look at the question as a question of national profit and loss. 

]931. Do you consider that it would be beneficial to the planters' interests 
to exclude all slave coffee ?-I think that it stands to reason that it would. If 
our OWn colonies can furnish the quantity required on such terms as not to 
raise the price beyond a reasonable amount to the consumer, if they are 
hindered from making losses by other coffee not coming in, it is the better for 
them; on the other hand, they are enabled by that means to take a larger 
quantity of products from England, and we are enabled to ca1'1'y on with our 
colonies a larger trade. My own impression is, that our colonial trade has 
many advantages over the foreign trade, which the Legislature should always take 
into consideration in these questions; one is, that the market is open to us 
whether there is peace or war, there is not that interruption of trade which 
takes· place with foreign nations;. the other is, that tIle merchants on both 
sides being Englishmen, the balance of trade is always flowing into England, 
and the entire charges on both sides come into credit to England; whereas with 
foreign nations, but half the charge does so, the foreigner getting the othel' 
half the charge. I think that as a national question is a very large one, and 
I think it is one of the Ineans by which El1gland has acquired such immense 
wealth, by the entire pllOfit and charges coming in from the colonies. The East 
Indies alone, between the tribute, the profits on trade, and accuInulations of 
Englishmen in the country, pours annually into England upwards of 5,000,0001. 

1932. Sir E. Buxton.] Yeu have slated that the import of sugar is likely to 
decrease very much ?-That is my supposition. 

1933. It is your opinion that during next year the importation of sugar 
from India will be decreased from 70,000 to 40,000 tons ?-In this statement 
which I have produced, of the quantity of free-labour sugar, it is put down 
that instead of India sending home 70,000 tons at the low figure at which 
sugar will range for the next year, owing to the immense quantity of sugar 
that has been produced all over the world, India is not likely to send more 
than 40,000 tpns, provided all slave sugars to be admitted. 

1934. Do you think that the import of other articles is likely also to be 
diminished ?-N 0; the articles from India that will be decreased will be sugar 
and silk, two articles which together are in value one-half the annual export of 
the country; other articles I do not think will be decreased; they ought to 
be rather increased, because the merchants will struggle for a time, and the 
enect ought to be rather to increase them; there will certainly be no decrease. 

1935. It does not arise from the state of trade generally, but the state of the 
sugar trade ?-It merely arises from the fact that we cannot bring our returns 
back so as to secure ourselves from loss. 

1936. Mr. Matheson.] With respect to the 'Very low price of sugar within 
the last few months, and the inferences you have drawn from it, do you think 
those are fair inferences for ordinary seasons, considering that the depreciation 
of this year is so very extraordinary, and is cau.~ed by the monetary pressure t 
-No doubt that has something to do with it. . 

1937. There is scarcely any colonial article of any importance which has 
not been imported for the last few months at a very heavy loss, is there 1-
From India, I should say, the pressure in the money market between May and 
December, occasioned a very heavy loss upon everything, but on indigo t.he 
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price is already recovering; that loss I spoke of upon indigo was caused by the Mr. N. AkzQntk~. 
pressure of the times. The loss on sugar arises from the fact that we see 
an enormous quantity coming in to compete with us at prices that we cannot 19, February 1848: 
stand; and that is what makes me apprehend, that unless we can get silver, 
we must reduce our trade considerably. We cannot go on for ever bringing in 
articles at a loss; in fact it has had already the very serious result of bring-
ing down a great many houses . 
. 1938. Mr . . Miles.] With respect to shipping, did not you state that there 

were 267 ships at Calcutta;· of which MO probably carried sugar ?-The quan
tity of shipping that came from London and different English ports direct to 
Calcutta during this year, was the number which I gave; therefore they were 
ships that looked alone to Calcutta for the means of getting freight in return; 
they were not ships that, hearing of high freights, went from one place to 
another. The sugar shipped in the year I stated was sufficient to give dead 
weight to 200 of them. . 

]939. Before this sugar trade sprang up, was. there anything instead of it 
supplied as dead weight to those ships ?-Before the sugar trade sprang up, 
saltpetre and rice were our principal articles of dead weight; sugar has 
increased our power of loading ships to an amount which is very large. 

] 940. Has the freight of ships homeward increased or decreased since the 
sugar trade commenced ?-I think it keeps pretty regular; the tonnage of the 
ships haR kept up with the increase of the means of loading them; I think the 
8\""erage for sugar bas been about five guineas a ton. 

1941. What has been the operation in respect to the outward trade from this 
country; has the freight increased or diminished ?-The outward trade from 
this country i$ a very small matter; ships from London go out in ballast; they 
have no freight at all, or something very trifling. . 

1942. What was the case before the sugar trade sprang up ?-Pretty much 
the same; the only ships that carried freights (and those were at very low 
rates) were Glasgow and Liverpool ships, which would take out piece goods. 
London ships sODietinJes took out a little iron, or things of that kind; perhaps 
the frcight of a large ship is not above 400 I. or 5001. 

1943. Then the freight outwards was much the same before the sugar trade 
sprang up as at present ?-Perhaps it was a little higher, but not much; for as 
ships have increased, the quantity of piece goods has increased also. I do not 
think there is much difference in that respect. 

1944. In the exportation of sugar to the north-west provinces, you stated 
that there was a classification of duty, if I may so call it I-The duty on the 
finer quality was eight annas, and on the lower description it was three annas ; 
but from the peculiar nature of the trade. it is almost all fine sugar. 

194.')· Have they any great difficulty in ascertaining or keeping up this clas
sification of duty ?-The sugar passes through the government custom-houses. 

) 946. Are there complaints about any inequality in charging the high or 
the low duty I-No, the thing is apparent upon the face of it; t~ey are different 
articles altogether. 

) 947. They are perfectly distinct I-Yes, the one is in a different state of 
manufacture altogether from the other. 

1948. You have also stated that the shipments of sugar to this country will 
very much diminish 1-1 expect so. We cannot go on as we now are. 

1949· Supposing this market were to fall by the amount of protection which 
will be withdrawn when all the duties are equalized, do you expect any sugar 
would come at all I-All I can say is, that I sent out by the last mail limits for 
sugar within which if I c~ buy it, it will just save me from loss; but for those 
limits I do not think any large quantity will leave India, because I think the 
natives will ha,e other means of disposing of their sugar without submitting 
to the plice I am willing to give • 
.J 1950 • Do you bappen to know the total quantity of sugar prepared by the 
sugar factories in Bengal 1-1 have not thc least idea, but it is all included in 
the 67,000 tons; when they were in full work, they may have got up to 20,000 
tons among them. 

) 95 1• Do you know anything about the sugar cultivation in Madras t-No. 
) 9.12. You never send orders to Madras ?-No. 
1953· Mr. Villierl, 1 You do not know anything o! the circumstlmces under 

which sugar is proauced in Madras ?-No; my trade is particularly with 
Bengal. I only know anything of Madras from hearsay. . . 

0·32. A A 3 1954. Do 
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, Mr. N. AleztnuUr. .J1954. Do you know anything about the manufacture of sugar in India ?
I have seen it manufactured; I have never myself actually manufactured it as 

19 February 18+8. a manufacturer, but I have seen it manufactured. I have been in those large 
h~ses where I have seen the natives manufacturing it. 

1955. Do you know anything of the circumstances under which the cane is 
grown in India by the natives, as to the difficulties they may have in producing 
it ?-The general way in which the native produces his sugar is this: There 
are men of great wealth in some of the large towns who make advances throu",h 
parties who go through the district, which they are in the habit of doing, to 
the cultivators. Each biggah, which is a certain quantity of ground. is mea.
sured off, and a certain sum is advanced to enable the native to cultivate it ; 
then the sugar goes to this man, and he arranges with the cultivators, and 
pays them back, after taking his own per-centnge, the difference. 
J J 956. Do you know now whether there are any difficulties in the way of 

producing sugar and manufacturing it, which can be removed r-The great 
difficulty just at present is the want of money; the Europeans are 80 terribly 
cut up now, that all European manufactories are being shut up for want of 
the means of going on. 
J 1957. You cannot tell the Committee whether any economy could be intro
duced into the manufacture or production of sugar ?-Sinoe I have left India 
some of the European indigo planters have had out machinery, and have 
joined the sugar cultivation to their indigo cultivation, and that is the cheapest 
way in which it can be produced in India, because the people who cultivate 
the indigo are enabled to make sugar when their services are not required for 
the indigo; consequently that is the cheapest means of making it. I have seen 
returns from a factory where there is the best European machinery, and where 
I believe the sugar is made as cheaply as possible, and they are certainly very 
low, so low that I doubt whether it can be generally done at that. I have seen 
returns as low as from 9 s. to 10 I. a cwt. for making the sugar at the factory 
in Tirhoot; but my own impression is that that could not be continued, 
because it must have been a very favourable season; the cane must have 
yielded a large quantity of saccharine juice, and that depends a great deal upon 
the state of the rainy season. I should say, speaking merely from what I have 
seen, that 12 s. a cwt. would be the lowest, on an average, at which they could 
produce the kind of brown sugar that comes home. 
'] 1958. That is the advantnge that you have had of late years by this machi
nery1-Yes. 
J1959. You are not prepared to say that those parties may not have other 

advantages in a short time, by means of other machinery which may be intro
duced, or other arrangements which may be made for the cheaper production 
of sugar ?-I believe at present they have the best machinery, vacuum pans, 
and everything of that kind that has been yet discovered. If there are other 
means discovered, they will make it cheaper, but that will be common to every
where else. I do not think at present there is any chance of labour being 
cheaper in India than it is now; and at the present time, I believe they have 
the best machinery that can be got. 

1960. Do ]Iou know anything of the difference of soil in India r-In some 
parts we cannot grow sugar at all. 

1961. Do you think the sugar cultivation has been extended as far as it can 
be in India ?-No; it might be extended much further, I have no doubt. 

1962. Do you believe that India could supply England with all the sugar 
she wants ?-I believe she could supply all Europe with what Europe wants. 

1963. You are not afraid, you say, of the competition of any countries where 
the cultivation is by free labour 1-No. 

1964. However cheaply they may produce that sugar, you would not be 
afraid of their competition ?-No. ' 

1965. Do you state that upon a comparison of the cost of producing sugar 
in free-labour and slave-labour countries ?--No; the only comparison I am 
aware of is. this, I have seen a calculation of the cost of producing it at 
Manilla. I am not aware what the cost is at Java. 

1960. Do you know anything about Java ?-I was never there. 
1967. Do you know anything about the cost of producing sugar there ?-I 

do not. ' 
1968. Do you know anything about the West Indies ?'-;-Nothing. 

I 1969. You 
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1969. You do not know what would be the efi'ect of the introduction of Mr. N. Akza.dtr. 
free labour in the quantities that may be wanted, into some of our West Indian 
colonies 1-1 suppose it would benent them very much. '19 Feltruuy ,848. 
J 1970. Do you know anything of the cost of bringing sugar from any of 
those free-labour countries I-No, I cannot say that I do; that must depend 
so much upon the supply of tonnage there that it must vary every year. I 
remember some time ago making a comparison. from which I think that the 
cost of bringing sugar from Java can diller very little from what it does from 
Calcutta; it may be 10 8. a ton perhaPS cheaper, but there cannot be a great 
deal of difi'erence, because there is only the Bay of Beng!il between the two 
places, 1,200 or 1,500 miles; and I should think Manilla was about the same • 
.J 1971. Have you taken into consideration what convenience there would be, 
if the Navigation Laws were repealed, with respect to bringing sugar home 
from those countries 1-1 do not know whether the repeal of the Navigation 
Laws would have much efi'ect to the east of the Cape of Good Hope. I think 
the description of vessels used in shipping sugar from those countries would 
not share in the benent at all. I doubt very much whether there would be 
much change east of the Cape . 
./ 1972. Perhaps you have never considered the subject 1-1 have never 

thought of it. The efi'ect, apparently, of the repeal of the Navigation Laws, 
would be to bring vessels for short wyages into competition, rather than very 
long ones. Our vessels are large vessels, well found, and of a difi'erent descrip
tion to the vessels that go short voyages. I can only, however, give the Com
mittee an ofi'-hand opinion upon the subject. 

1 973. Have yo~ given the subject of manufacturing sugar, whetiJer from 
cane or other plants, much consideration I-I have, when I was in India .. 

1974- Have you considered the question of the production of sugar from 
other materials than the sugar cane ?-There is a great dealllf sugar extracted 
from the date tree. A great deal is made annually, and comes to Eugland, 
which is not from the sugar cane at all. • 

1975- You would not be afraid of the competition of that kind of sugar 
coming into tiJe market with East Indian sugar I-It is coming in as part of 
the East Indian sugar. What I mean to sa},' on the subject of competition is, 
that we have got labour so cheap in India, that I think we can compete with 
any other free-labour country. . 

19;6. Your apprehension on the ground of slave labour is, that so much 
sugar '\'Iill be produced, and produced so cbeaply, as to prevent free-labour 
sugar from coming into the market to advantage I-If the statements as to 
the price at which slave-labour sugar can be made are true, which I suppose 
theyare. 

1977. You have yourself no knowledge about the cost of producing sugar 
with slave labour ?-None whatever. 

1978. Mr. A-loffatt.] What is the lengtiJ of your experience in Calcutta ?-. 
I have been connected with India for 30 years. . 

19i9. What is the lowest price which you have known for Benares sugar 
witllin that time ?-I think about seven rupees, exclusive of the duty. 

1980. That is the export price?-Yes; 1 am not aware of nne sugar being 
lower than that. 

1981. That price is for nne Benares sugar I-Yes. 
1982. What would be the lowest range of price for the inferior qualities 1-

Until oflate years the inferior qualities were not sought after at all; I have 
always dealt in fine sugar myself. . 

1983' The price for the inferior was considerably lower, of course ?-Yes. 
1984. Four to five rupeE's possibly?-Yes; perhaps for nve rupees, before 

the duties were assimilated, you might have got a very fair quality of sugar. 
1985. You say you think there will be a large decrease of the cultivation of 

sugar in the Mauritius; have you any practical experience as to the Mauritius? 
-1 was nt'ver in the Mauritius; but I lived in a place which supplied it with 
food for a great many years, and therefore became acquainted to a certain 
extent with the necessity of importing both labour and food as the cultivation 
incrt'ased; and that no doubt added very much to the value of the extra quan-
tity of sugar, which I think now will decrease because it will not pay. . 
.j 1986. Having acquired a practical acquaintance with the cultivation of sugar 
from your long residence in India, can you inform the Committee what is the 

o·3~· A A 4 interest 
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Mr. N • .Altztmder. interest paid on advances to the cultivators of sugar 7-Abo~ 40 per cent. pl"r 
annum. '. 

19 February 1848. 1987. Do you know what the amount of the land taxis~It varies in dif. 
ferent parts of the country; in some parts it is under a perpetual settlement; 
a certain sum is paid in perpetuity; yo'!' do not ~now what the native. ryot pay~ 

, In some parts of ilie country the native ryot 18 the real possess~ of the soil; 
in other places they take it for years. Sometimes they take land manured for 
sugar, which is done at ilie expense of the owner of the land, and in that case 
they pay extra for it. 

1988. Can you give the Committee an approximation to the English value 
per acre ?-Not off·hand. I should think that good sugar land would probably 
be worth 15 I. to 20 I. an acre; I cannot however give that 'as information of 
which I am not certain. 

1989. Are there any transit dues exacted on produce in the province of Ben
gal ?-They have been taken off. 

1990. Are there any ta.'tes that are paid On agricultural implements ?-No; 
tl;1ere are no taxes, except the land revenue • 
..1 1991• You have laid great "tress in your evidence upon the cultivation of 
sugar as a means of remittance to this country; the Committee understand you. 
to state that we have a very increasing trade now with the districts over the 
north-western frontier, into which there is now exported to the extent of 
70,000 tons of sugar, giving to the Indian Government a revenue 65,0001., and 
also that promises to become a great outlet for English manufactures ?-I 
expect so. _ 

] 982*. Your fear is, that unless we continue the exportation of sugar to this 
country, the means of return for those manufactures will be greatly diminished? 
-Instead of sending an increased quantity of manufactures to meet that de-
mand, we must decrease the quantity exported to India now. -

]983 •• Is not itthe case iliat the East India Company remit to this country 
a sum equal to four millions as tribute 1-Yea. 

1984 •. Are you not aware that there are also considerable sums of money 
required to be remitted for mercantile purposes from this country to India and 
China?-The only money required to be remitted to India from this country 
would be money which the owners of factories, either for sugar or indigo, would 
require to remit to India to provide for the cultivation there; the money that 
goes to China goes to India in the shape of drafts on the Government there, 
and is generally invested in opium, or some other produce, and sent round. 

1985 •• That is, bills drawn here on the Government there ?-Yes. 
] 986.. What amount of money is paid into the treasury at Leadenhall-street, 

and remitted in that form to India r-It depf'nds upon several circumstances, so 
that it is impossible to say, more than that now it has almost entirely fallen off; 
during ilie last three or four years ilie sum has got up to 2,500,000 I. in one year. 
but the reason ()f that being so great was, that two or three years ago merchants 
had the means ,of raising money from bills and oilier sources, at a very low 
rate of interest ; they were in the habit of borrowing money by long bills, and 
sending it out to trade with, calculating that they would be able to renew their 
bills till then- proQuce came back with a profit; but that has now ceased alto
gether, and so far from the Company being able to sell bills, I know that 
witlIin a very short time as much as 30,0001.- of Company's bills drawn here. 
,have gone out and been accepted in Calcutta, and have come back to this 
country to be sold in this market because they could make no use of them 
there; they had in fact no means of making so good a remittance as sending 
the bill back. At this moment we have promissory notes of the Bank of 
Ben?al, pay.able three days after sight, to which the Government of India are 
parties, selling at a halfpenny under the rate at which the Government draw, 
so that the Court of Directors are excluded from raising money in that way; 
they must look altogether to another source, and so satisfied are they of that 
difficulty that they have ordered 500,000/. to be sent home in silver. 

1987 •• You have referred the great falling off in tlie payments into the 
treasury in Leadenhall-street to the monetary difficulties of this country r
Yes, and to the cessation of that kind of speculation which the very low price of 
money led to tWD years ago. 

1988 •. Assuming that the monetary difficulties of iliis country will be over
come, 
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come, that "Tf('will ~till be open as a means of remittance to India, will Mr. N. Akzandtr. 
not it ?-A I f:" the Company choos~s to sell bills. . 

'}189.. {' t that ~fford the Company a great facility for getting home 1.9 February 1848• 
thell" four m' . ns of tribute ?-Yes; but a merchant must have means of 
bringing his . oney back profitably, or he will not take the bills; I have. 
refprred t(1 alj.· instance of 30,000 I. of the Company's bills which were sent to. . 
India, and wftich have oome back to be resold in this market, becaw;elhey can 
do nothing with them there. . ' 

1990· . ;Your impression is, that in the paralyzed stllte of Indian commerce 
~h~re.?!le·very few exports going on to India at the present moment I-Very 

/' tew inde.ed. 
v1991 •. 'The state·of things at the present moment therefore forms no. fair 
ground for arriving at an accurate conclusion what WiI1 be the experience of a 
coul"!'e of years I-Certainly not. 
v '992. When trade was prosperous, as large an amount as 2 6 millions was 
paid into the treasury in Leadenhall-street 1-1 cannot state that trade was 
prosperous; . it was a period when, from the state of the money market, there 
was so much facility in raising money. 
v19Y3. And probably it was the great influx of money that poured into India 
which over·stimulat~d the commercial operations· in Bengal, and hence we have 
the collapse that usually follows upon a commercial stimulation of that kind 1-
The parties who carryon the great concerns in Bengal, and those who have 
traded in bill8, are two distinct parties; they have been two distinct operations. 
v1994. WIl<'n this large sum of money was remitted to India, it was the most 

advantageous way of sending remittances to India, was not it ?-Much the 
best • 
.11995. You say that at the present moment there is very little money paid 

into the trel,lsury in Leadenhall-street I-It cannot but be so . 
.I' 996. If the East India Company were to lower the price of their bills, would 

not a larger sum find its way there ?-I do not think, so far as we have gone 
y('t, the credit of the East Indian merchants has improved a bit; and further 
than that, those who have credit'will on no consideration, seeing the result of 
the late Bank action, in the present state of things, risk the raising money from 
bills to trade on. ' 

J 997. Lord J. }It/altners.] Were you to be. understood to say that you lately 
sent out instructionR to India to purchase sugar, if it cOlild be purchased at a 
limited price?-Yes; every now and then the merchants who trade with India, 
at least I do myself, give what I consider a fair and reasonable value for all the 
products that my friends are likely to send m~ remittances on, so that they may 
not give more for an article than is likely to yield a remuneration here •. 

1998. What is the price you have so fixed 1-The last price I sent out was 
388. for good Benares sugar, against 468., eight months ago. 

. J 999. Mr. MileR.] Was that landed in England i-Yes. 
:2000. Chail"mQII.] You have been asked if the great influx of British capital 

into India has not stinJulated to an excessive production, and hence the present 
collapse; was not that great influx of British capital into India stimulated by 
the confidence that those speculators placed in the good faitla of the British 
Parliament I-I suppose it was, to a great ~xtent; however, that had nothing to 
do with the stimulation of the production of sugar; it was different capital that 
carried the thing on. This was English banking capital, borrowed to send 
round, but not capital engaged generally in the commerce of India; it was 
drawn at a time when any man could get money at 2 or 3 per cent. 
v' 200 I. The British capita! invested in the sugar cultivation was stimulated 
to that investment by a confidence in the stability of the commercial policy of 
Great liritain I-Of course that portion of it. 
, :l002. You were asked whether the local consumption "Of sugar was not 
commonly checked by high prioes. Is not the danger in India much grt'ater of 
the local consumption being checked by low prices 1_ There is~o' doubt it 
will be checked by low prices; but I am not aware myself, as I have said 
before, that the quantity of sugar which is bought by British merchants in 
Calcutta has influenced the consumption of the country, so. as to reduce the 
culti-vation at present. . 
• 2003. You were asked. whether India could not cultivate sugar as cheaply as 
1t could be cultivated in Java. Supposing the natives of the East Indies were 

0·32. B B guarante~4 



186 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN DEFORB Tl , 

)Jr. N. 41u4nder. guaranteed 141. a ton for their sugar, and WE're lent mone,)', h the Govern
ment at the rate of five per oent., aa the sugar cultivators in lto are, instead 

'9 February IS.s. of having to borrow it; at 30 or 40 per cent., and that Englan aid a tributll 
. to India of 4,000,000, instt'ad of demanding a tribute from Ind f 4,000,00U, 

Mr • 
.4 .F. Arbuthnot. 

would not the natives of bdia be in a }Jetter condition to comp upon terms 
of equality with the cultivators of Java ?-Tbere can be no doubt of that. 

2004. A suggestion was put to you in this shape, that you would not be 
afraid'to compete with free labour, however cheaply that free labour might be 
able to produce sugar; ill no& that because yo~ practically know ~hat free
}ebour sugar is not produced at the same price that slave-labour su~~ 
I believe not. , .... 

2005. You were challenged as to whether you had any knowledge of the cost 
of producing slave-grown sugar, to which you answered, no; have not you 
however a very perfect knowledge of the price at which slave-grown sugar is 
sold in the London market ?-My impression is, that it is sold at a price at 
which we cannot bring in our sugars. 

2006. Do you happen to know the average price of slaTe-grown lugar in 
bond in London, or at Cowes, for the last few years 1-1 do not; I have had 
the statement made to me, but I do not like speaking from recOllection. It has 
passed from my mind, not being in trade. I have seen statements, but I do not 
remember them. 

2007. Do 1I0t you know that Havannah sugars have been sold in hond at 17 8. 

a cwt. ?-Yes. 
2008. You were asked whether freights from Java were not ·10s. per ton 

cheaper than from Calcutta 1-1 said that I thought that would be about the 
difference, on account of knowing the locality ofthe two places; I do not know 
it as a fact. 

2009. Are not freights fully lOs. a ton cheaper from Bombay.and Madraa 
than from Calcutta, ordinarily ?-They ought to be from Bombay, because they 
have not the Bay of Bengal to pass over, which, particularly in the upper part 
of it, is a difficult and It'ngthened part of the voyage. If they are going against 
the monsoon, that adds three weeks to the voyage over the time to Madrltll or 
to Bombay. 

2010. Are the Jat'a ships subject to that inconvenience i-No. ~'rom Java 
they have not the Bay of Bengal, and therefore freights ought to be 1t'SS. 

201 1. Are there not also heavy port charges at Calcutta?-Very heavy; 
Tht're is a river of about lUO mUes to go up; there is pilotage for that, and 
various charges. 

2012. There is no pilotage in Java, is there i-Not in Batavia; that is an 
open roadstead. • , 

2013. Is not that where the sugar comes from principally i-I should think 
the sugars come from different parts. 

2014. You are not aware of any great length of river navigation, or any 
heavy pilotage dues that are charged upon Java ships ?-No. 

2015. Mr. M., Gibsoll.] Can you name to the Committee what you would 
deem a fair remunerative price for average East India sugar 1-lt is impossible 
to give that alfSwer ~thout the rates of. exchange, and various .~atters, being 
fixed. We have, for IOstance, been. paymg 81.128. ti d. for freIght, when the 
usual freight is 5 I. . 

2016. What do you consider, in ordinary times, with ordinary freights, and 
ordinary charges and expenst's, to be a remunerative price for sugar 1-1 dCl 
not think we can draw any large quantity of sugar from India under an average 
price of 16,.'. a hundredweight, pl!-id in Calcutta, and, then you must add the 
freip;ht, whatever it is, and the other charges. 

• • 
Mr. Archibald Francis Arbuthnot, called in; and Examined. 

2017. ·CJlainnan.l YOU are acquainted with the sugar trade of Madras, are 
you not ?-Ileft Madras in the beginning of 1844 ; at that time the sugar trade 
at Madras had scarcely commenced, therefore I have had no personal interest in, 
and hav'l no personal knowledge of the sugar trade of Madras, except by cor.
respondence with my late partners there. I left business in 1844, and since 
that I have been in frequent correspondence with them. My knowledge is 
acquired in that way. 

:1018. The 
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2018. The IJUgnr trl1de of Madras was entered upon with great spirit, was lift. 
not it, at that time I-It was. ..4. F • ..4rbrd~.ot. 

2019. And rapidly increased ?-It has increased with very unusual rapidity. 19F.btu&r118+8, 
2020. To what extent had it increasE'd in 1847 above what it was in 1843 ?-' 

I can state the imports of Madras sugar into the United Kingdom: 

. In the year ending 31 Dec. 1843, the imports w,re 2,841 bags, or 177 tons. 
Ditto - - - ditto - 1844 - - ditto 34,432" 2,152 ." 
Ditto - ditto - 1845 - - ditto - 84,821 ,,5,301 " , . 
Ditto - - - ditto - HI46 - - ditto. - 134,974 " 8,435 " 
Ditto - - -. qitto - 1847 - - ditto 137,159" 8,572 " 

2021. Do you understand that in the early part of that trade it was carried 
on to a v!'ry good profit ?-It was; the rapid increase of it I consid!'r to be 
a proof of that fact. 

202:2. Wh~t do you hear from ~'our correspondents now is the state of the 
Bugar trade at Madras ?-One of !treat alarm and appreh!'nsiun. I have no 
doubt in mv o"n mind, from information I have received, that it is now carried 
on at a vt'ry considerable loss. It was so during last year. 
. 2023. Do you apprehend that the cultivation .of sugar at Madras for English 
nport will be discontinul'd if the present prict's remain? -I am not prepared 
to say that that export will be discontinued entirely ; at the same time, I think 
there will be a great falling, off in the export; Perhaps I should. explain to 
your Lordship that sugar exported from Madras is of two kinds, one made from 
palmyra jaggery, a species of date tree from which sugar is manufactured by 
the n~tiv('s, which is of a very inferior quality, a dark brown sugar, and which 
'fOils at a low price, in proportion, in this country. The other is made from 
the sugar cane. 

2024. Date-tree sugar is very inferior in quality, is it? -The date-tree sugar 
from Madras; it is rather the palmyra tree, which is a species of date tree; 
that is a very inferior sugar, of which a large quantity has come, and the price 
of it OOS fallen so low here, that I consider the export of it must be very much 
reduced, or entirely stopped. Another description COID<!S made frOID the sugar
cane, which is produced in the Vizigapatam district; this is made by the Euro
peaD process, with the most approved machinery, the vacuum pan,. and so on, 
and is of a very superior quality. A large sum of money has been invested in 
those buildings and machinery, and 1 think the parties intl'i·ested in them will 
before abandoning so much property submit to a yt'ar or two of loss, and there
fore I am not prepared to say that the export ofthat sugar will be disl!ontinued 
at present. 

2U25. You imagine that if the prices do not improve, it will probably be 
abandoned in the course of two or three years ?-l consider that is extremely 
probable. 

20~6. Huve you any notion of the amount of capital th;1t has been invested 
in the sugar cultivation at Madras ?-I should say about 200,000 l. 

202;. So that if the cultivation of sugar is abandoned, all that :.!OO,ooot. will 
be for ever sunk ?-Entirely so. .. 

2028. Mr. Prideaux informed the CommitteE! that the East India Company 
had advanced eithE!r 40,000 I. or 50,000 t. for the irrigation of the sugar-cane 
fields in the neighbourhood of Madras; had that taken place ,before you left? 
-It hud not; I think he must have referred to the works at the River Goda
veri, whirh is about 300 or 400 miles from Madras, but i!l the Madras Presi
dency. The object of those works 1 believe is to irrigate the c()untry by means 
cf the Godaveri. . 

2029. That outlay would be also wasted, as far as the sugar cultivation goos 1 
- It would, It may be applied to other purposes. 

2 0 30. Mr. JI/qUatt.] Are the sugar plantations near the Godaveri?-Thel'e 
are some in progress of being made on the banks of the Godaveri. 

203 1• Have you any practical experienCE! in )'egard to the making of sugar at 
Madras ?-I mentiont'd to tbe Committee that the article had not been one of 
export or manufacture at all at the time of my quitting India. 

20J2. Tht'n your inlpres.ion as to the falling off of that produce is merely 
tlworl'ticul, huvi!lg rt'ff'l't'nce to the fact that if the price is low it will not pay 
the prodUCt'r?-Yes; 'I haplwn to know the price "hich ct'rtain parties who 
are illtt'rested ill sugar works par for the .raw material. 

0·32. B B 2 2033. WUl 
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Mr. 2033. Will you state that to the Committee r-Ten annas a Madras maund 
A. F . .drbul""ot. of 2& lbs. This jaggery, the article which is purchased from the natives at that. 

rate, is afterwards manufactured into sugar; the calculation is, that one-third 
19 February 1848. of the jaggery is made into sugar; consequently the price of jaggery upon the 

sugar is three times that, which comes to about J 28. a hundredwe.ight. 
2034. That is into the sugar made by the vacuum proces~ ?-Yes, fine sugar. 

Then in order to arrive at the cost of the sugar, you have to add to that the 
expense of the procf'ss of manufacture, the superintendence, the interest upon 
the block, the buildings and machinery, the depreciation of such property, and 
aU the other contingent charges of carrying on su!!'ar manufacture, which I 
should be inclined to estimate at about 1:1 8. I do not think sugar of that quality 
can be made there under 18s. to 208. a cwt. 

2035. Do you mean clayed sugar 'I-No, sugar admissible at the lowest rate 
of duty. 

2036. Have you any data from which you draw this conclusion as to the 
expenses of manufacture?-I have an estimate here of the expenditure. It is 
not taken from any accounts at aU, but it is an estimate made of the probable 
cost before the works were erected. 

2037. Have you any practical experience of its correctness ?--Nothing of the 
working, but I know from my correspondents that in substance it is tolerably 
correct. 

2038. That estimate has been confirmed by experience, has it ?-Not exactly 
it all its items, hut I should say it comes out pretty nearly accurate. 

2039. Will you read that estimate :-1 should say that this conCf'rn was 
commenced in J 844; the Committee are aware that under the Jaw at that 
period free-labour sugar was then admitted at a differential duty of 1O.~., and 
slave-labour sugar practically excluded. 

[Tile Witness read the Estimate, a8 follows:] 

Estimated Expenditure at the Chittwalsah Sugar Works, when Two Sets of Machinery 
. are at Work, in 1846. . 

Salary of engineer and assistant
Ditto of a sugar boiler and ditto 
Ditto of a superintendent - - -
Ditto of native establishment and coolies 
Ditto of firewood 
Lamp and cocoa-nnt oil, grease, &c. - - - - - - - -
Cost of 748,000 maunds of jaggery, calculated upon the bases of working off 

at the rate of 2,400 maunds per diem, at 10 annas per maund -
Interest on block, estimated to cost- . 

Rs. 200,000 at 5 0/0 10,000 
10 % for wear and teal', 20,000 

Interest onjaggery purchased, say for 6 months, at 6 % per anbum, 26 01. on 
C. Rs. 468,000 - - - - - - - - - - -

COlltingencies, .ay 1 % on block - - - - - -
Gunny bags and shipping charges, 6 annas per bag, on 37,a53 bags 

R •. 

R •. 
6,100 
3,600 
5,000 

12,000 
4,000 
a,aoo 

46B,OOO 

30,000 

11,700 
2,000 

14,000 

660,600 

2040 .. Have the charges in any essential point increased or decreased above 
or below that estimate ?-The cost of the block has increased, I think; but 
I think upon the whole this may be considered as about the entire cost. 

2041. That makes the cost of the sugar 208. per cwt.?- Yes. 
2042. Is that the cost at the sea-board ;-On board ship. 
2043. The charges in importing that sugar, the freight and the various 

charges, are equivalent to how much per ton I-The freight, and the sale 
charges in this country, exclusive of the duty, I should say are about 88. to 
98. per cwt. This year the freight is 81, but that is very much above the 
average freight; I should say the fair average rate of charges is from 8 I. 
to 9s. 

2044. The result of your evidence is, that the finest sugar you can make, 
costs you in this country 28 s. 6 d. per cwt., delivered here :-Yes . 
. :;'04.5. What should you say as to the lower sugars I-I have no knowledge 

of the price of those. 
2046. Mr. 111. Gibson.] What price could be obtained for sugar of the best 

u<,scription, 
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description, which is admissible at the low rate of duty, duty paid? -At pre
sent from 44 ,. to 46 s. 

2047. Deducting 14 s. from 45 s., you have 318. ?-Yes. 
2048. Deduct 88. from that, what you have left then ?-Twenty-three 

shillings. ' 
2049. Therefore the net price you get for the sugar is 3 s. more than it 

costs you to make it :-··If that estimate be correct that would be the case. 
20.50. At the present. depreciated price, you get 3 s. more than is sufficient. 

to pay for the sugar to the native, and. to cover your cost of its manufacture, 
including the interest on the capital invested in the buildings and in the block 'I 
-From 2 I. to 38. I think may be the amount. 

20.5 1. Do you complain. of that as an inadequate profit ?-If that profit were 
certain, or were to be depended on, I think the parties interested in those 
works would be satisfied; but looking to the very uncertain character of such 
property, the machinery, and buildings, the necessity of finding skilled labour
ers and European overseers, the liability to accidents, the large amount of 
capital looked up, which may hy possibility become wholly lost if the article 
becomes below a remunerating price; looking to all those circumstances, my 
own opinion is, that that margin of profit is insufficient. . 

2052. In that 88. per cwt. which you allow for the manufacture of the sugar, 
after it is bought of the native, have not you included all those costs, and all 
those contingencies which you state must be guarded against ~-No; I do not 
think that. the estimate does include them. 

2053. Do you consider that the present price of sugar is a fair test at all of 
what the ·price of sugar would' be under ordinary circnmstances; do not you 
consider that the' price of sugar is depreciated -by those causes which have 
depreciated the price of all other produce, and all other property?-I do 
not; at least very little; it has to a certain extent, but only to a small degree 
suffered from the sallie causes which have produced a drpreciation in other 
articles.. The present low price may be accounted for by the large stock and 
the hlrge'supplies expected to arrive in this year. 

20.')4. If you could be sure even of the present low price lasting, you would 
be satisfied with the. trade you say?-I am ,scarcely prepare(! to say that; my 
own opinion is that I should not engage in such a speculation myself. 

205.). How much more than the whole sum is sufficient to pay for the cost 
of production, including a fair profit on the capital invested in the plant, would 
you be satisfied with; would;; $. satisfy you ,-Yes, it would. . 

2056. Then with a rise of 2 s. per cwt. in the market. the trade would go on 1 
-Yes. 

2057. Mr. Miles.] Do you call 38. a very remunerative profit ?-N 0, I do 
not consider it is for the trade in sugar, with all the contingencies attending it; 
looking to the large outlay of capital, which outlay may, through a further 
depreciation of the article become entirely. lost, and through the accidents to 
which the sugar trade is liabl(', I do not con~ider that it is sufficient. I am 
then asl\en whether I should consider that 5 s. would be a sufficient margin; 
I say I think it would. • 

lZ058. Would it be usual in such circumstances to c\lrry a large sum to Ii 
reserved fund in case of accident i-Yes. 

2059. That 38. per cwt. would not enable you to do that, would it ?-No, 
I do not think it would. 

2060. Supposing the price of sugar were to fall in this country by the 
amount of protection which may be taken off when the duties are equalizeq, 
would you continue to carryon your business at all 1-1 think that with the 
large amount of capital at stake. parties interested in sugar would go on for a 
year or two in hopes of some improvement; but if it were still a losing trade, 
th('y would finally abandon it. 

201) I. It has been stated by another witness, that Madras can manufacture 
sugar at a cheaper rate than any other presidency; do you hold that to be the 
clISe r-I can ollly state the ~esult of my own knowledge. 

2062 • You say you could not manufacture under 20 8. ?-Fine sugar from 
the sugar cane, you cannot, according to the information I possess. 

2063. Do you think any improvement, in either the manufacture or the cul
tivation, would enable you to reduce the cost of manufacturing your sugar to 
168. a cwt. 1-1 cannot see that any improvement which can take place would 

0·32. B B :I produce 
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Mr. produce that result; thi8 sultsr is prorlucpd by machinery, sent from thi>i 
A. F. ",."",,,,..,. country, of the most recpnt and improved kind; I am not aware that the pro-

cess admits of any rp.duction in point of cost. 
19 February 1848. ~w6,~. You do not know of any fresh sugar works being started in Madl'llS.· 

do you r-No, I am not aware of any. 
206.~. Do you know of any being abandoned, or about to be abandonp.d?

I have been informed by parties interested in sugar works, that they intend to 
abandon them. 

201j6. Do you know of more than one such instance r-No. 
20(17. You actually know of one sugar concern which is about to be aban

donpd in Madras, do you ?-The parties have intimated to me that they desire 
to abandon it. 

2068. Do you know wlipther orders have been sent out for that purpose? 
-No. 

2069. Supposing railways be establisbed througbout India, what reduetinn 
would that cause upon the eost of sugar frOID the interior to the spa-board ;
This sligar which I spoke of is made close to the sea, or upon a rivpr, thert"
fOl·e 1 do not apprehend that would make any difference. 

207Cl. No railway would affect the price of it at all :-No, nor would it 00 
possible to have a railway in that part of the country, because the internal 
uaffic is not sufficient to maintain one. • 

2071. You can hope for no reduction in the cost of transit I-None what
ever. I can see no prospect. of any reduction. 

2072. Therefore any reduction that can take place must be effected in the 
manufacture itseifr-Y es, if there is any room for reduction there. 

2073. You say there is nOToom for any reduction in the cost of the produc
tion by the native cultivators r-l cannot speak to that point; the native 
cultivator sells his jaggery to the manager of the sugar works at a certain 
price; he bas never sold it for a le.~s price. I know every endt'avour wall 
made to obtain it from him at the cheapest price that thl'Y could, but they 
never could establish any reduction. . 

2074. Mr. Villiers.] You are understood to say that you know nothing of 
,any estate being abandoned, but that someborly has intimated his intention of 
doing so :-The extent of sugar production at Madras is at present very limited; 
it commt'nced in the year I f!44, and there have not been Dlany works erected 
since then; it is a long process to establish such works. 11'1 the year 1846 
the alteration of the law checked the desire which parties had to proceerf 
with,such works, and therefore there are not above two or three, I believe, in 
that part of the country 1 am acquainted with, now going on. One of those, 
I have been informed by a party interested in it, it is his wish to abandon . 
. 2075. Did he state the reason why he wished to abandon it ?-Because it 

was not profitable. 
2076. Will not the saine reasons apply to the other works as to his ;-1 have 

no means of knowing at what cost he makes his sugar. 
. 2077. But you have not heard of any intention as to the other works being 
abandoned ?-Not at presfont. 

2078. Thqe is something peculiar with respect to this one of which the. 
abandonment is contemplated i-I have no acquaintance with the cost of the 
sugar, nor his reasons for abandoning it, except the circumstance that he finds 
it does not pay; it would require to go into the accounts minutely, and to 
compare the items one with another, to find out how it may be that one person 
may manufacture a little cheaper than another. . 

20i9. When were these works established ?-They were commt'nced about 
1842 or 1843. . 

2080. Before the more recent ones you have mentioned ;-Yes. 
2081. Were you in Madras after the change of the law?-No, 1 was not. 
2082. You do not know what effect it produced there ?-No, PXCl'pt by 

means of correspondence; 1 know by that means that there was great appre
hension expresst'd in consequence of it. 

2083. You said you knew nothing of the other presidencies?-Nothing. 
20"4. You have not considered. what the effect of railways would be in other 

parts of India ?-No. ' 
'l08S. Mr. Hupe.] You stated that at the prest'llt prioe of sugar the eXPeIllll! 

of 
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of making it and bringing it to England might leave you a margin of 38. 1 I\I~. 
-Yes.' A. P. Arllutlinot. 

20S6. Do you anticipate the reduction of duty of Is. 6J. next July will 
lower the price 1 s. 6 d. r-That is very much a matter of opinion; I think natu- 19 Febru.ry ,842• 

rally it will; that we shall have a larger importation of foreign slave sugar, and 
that if it remunerates them at present, the duty being diminished there will be 
a larger supply; that there will be more remuneration and more inducement to 
extend the cultivation; we shall therefore have more of it, and that will send 
the price down. . • . 

2087. In that case, admitting that you lose this 1 s. 6 d. on the- price of sugar 
in,July, that will very much diminish the margin. as you call it ?-Yes, 
certainly. . 

!l0!!8. And next year the margin will be still further diminished 1-Yes. 
The profit of 3 s. does not include the time bestowed by the parties engaged 
in this work. They have to travel a great deal to get fresh managers and, 
overseers when they die, which happens frequently in that climate. And if.. 
their machinery goes wrong, they have to send to this country to get it 
repaired. Those items are not included in the estimate I gave in, which makes' 
i.e 1lt'Cl<ssary that 1liiy work of that kind should have a much larger margin of 
profit than what is usual in England, in which these drawbacks do not exist. 
20~. Your machinery being new, have you made any allowance for the 

increased wear and tear if it continues to be u~ed, so as to become a little less 
perfect ?-The allowance which is estimated for wear and tear is 10 per celit. 
I cannot say whether that is sufficient or not. I beg to l'xplain to the Commit
tee that this statement was ml'rely an estillJate which I happened to have in my 
posse8sion, in which, for instance, the interest is put down at five per cent." 
which is HI rate much undcl"what you ought to allow, in making up a statement 
of that kind, with a view to funds being borrowed, for instance. You never, 
could do that at five ppr cent. in India; money there is al,,"ays worth 10 per 
cent.; from the short notice I rpceived to attend this Committee, I had no, 
time to remodel this statement, which I certainly should have done, had I pre-
pared it with that view. . 

2090. Sir T. l.lirch.] What would be a fair rate of interest in India ?-I think 
10 per cent. 

2091. Sir E. Ruxton.] What is the amount ofland-tax on the sugarlands I
I do not know; it val'ies ; .there are two kinds of settlements, one the zemin
dary settlement, and the other the ryotwar settlement. In the. one it is fixed" 
in the other it varies every year. I am not able to give evidence upon those: 
points. 

2092. Do the ryots have advances made to them, do you know?- I believe 
they do, but I am not quite certain. I do not know what arrangements the 
parties' who are interested in these sugar works make with the ryots, from 
whom they purchase the jaggery. The probability is, they have to advance 
money to tht'm. Such is the usual custom in India. 

20!l3. <-'llairman.] You wtore asked whether your opinion as to the abandon
ment of sugar cultivation was not entirely theoretical; is not your opinion' 
founded upon information of the most practical character, derived from the 
Sl'vere lo~ses you know to have been incurred by the Madras sugar manufac
turers at the recent prices ?-That is the fact. 

:,)094. Would you, as a merchant, advance any large sum of money upon 
any sugar speculation founded upon the view that the specUlators would have 
110 larger profit than 3 8. per cwt. on sugar I-Most certainly not. I should 
be very sorry to advance'money upon such insufficient security. 

2095. Do you think any merchant in London could be found to· advance 
money to it. speculator upon such security ?-I am sure none such would be. 
found. 

:1096. You were asked whether upon the price of 458. there would not be a 
clear profit of 38., that is, 6 I. 138. 8 d. per cent.; would any prudent merchant, 
or any prudent manufacture~ in England, invest his capital in Madras upon the 
speculation of getting 61. 13 s. 8 d. per cent. :-Certainly not. 

2097. You stated t.hat the cost of manufacturing sugar was 208. a cwt.1-
Yes, including the rate of intl~rest at 51. per cent., which is too low. 

2098• All this work is to be done by steam engines, in which; if any serious 
breakage I.akes place, it must be repaired in England?- Yes. 

0'3~· B B 4 2099. So 
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Mr. 2099. So that 12 months would elapfle in tht> cas!' of any serious breakage 
A. F. Arbollm,d. of the machinery before it could be replaced 1-Yes; the way to o\"ercome that 

is to ha\"e adouble set of things, at a great expt·ns!'. which is not statcd in that 
19 Febru ... y 1~48. estimate; I consider it in fact an imperfect estimate; if I had had more tirue to 

prepare myself I should have framed it differently. . 
2100. That estimate is framed on the calculation that there is to bc but a 

single set of machinery? - Ye3 . 
. 210 J. Which machinery is liable to breakage and to the loss of a whol!' 

twel\"emonth's working while it is scnt home to be r!'paired ~-..Jwt so. 
2 J 02. If such an accident as that were to occur, the loss through the 

stopping of all your works for a whole year would be enormous ?-Certainly. 
2103. Is any such stoppage as that taken into consideration in this estimate? 

-No; that is an omission in the estimate. 
21 04. If such a stoppage as that had to be provided against, the only mode 

of providing against it would be to double the machinery sent out ?-To have 
double sets of all the articles most liable to breakag!'. 

2105. And that would add enormously to the cost of the production of sugar? 
-Very materially. . 

2 J 06. The block you put at 20,000 1. ; -Yes; but the actual fact is that it 
has cost 30,000 t. 

:2107. Then in fact this is only an estimate of what was to be done, thich 
is not borne out by the facts 1-1 have stated that already; I said that this 
was but an estimate, but that it was a tolerably accurate approximation to the 
truth; but there are omissions in it of various kinds, which certainly do add 
materially to the cost of such an undertaking: for instance, such as your Lord
bhip has suggested, a double set of machinery. 

2108. Is it not the fact that you got your summons between 11 and 12 
o'clock, to appear here at 12 o'clock ?-Yes. 

2 J 09. Therefore you had no time to make an accurate detailed estimate? 
-No. . 

21 i o. In this there is no item allowed, is there, for the wages of any of those 
engineers and superintendents, or for the interest of money while the block 
was being sent out from England:?-That is not included, I think. Very 
possibly the 30,0001. which the concern has cost may have been partly made 
up of that. 

2111. Lord G . • Vanners.] Are you to be understood to say, that upon the 
block 30,0001. has been expended, whereas in tbe estimate 20,0001. only has 
been allowed for it?-Yes. 

2112. The whole of that 30,0001. has been employed in the production of 
a certain quantity of sugar?-In buildings and machinery, with the view of 
being used for the production of sugar. 

2113. Shall you be able to give the Committee the actual results of all this 
speculation into which you have entered, in the estimate produced by you 1-
Yes; I should divide the total amount of outlay by the quantity of tons, and 
arrive at the cost per ton. .. 

2114. And also what the jaggery actually cost, and what the sugar actually 
sold for here, with all the chargeJ! ?-Yes, 1 should do so. This sugar sold at 
various pric~s. When I took 458. as the average, I gave it as nearly as I 
could, on one portion sold at 448., another at 43s., and another at 468. 

2115. Mr. M. Gibson.] Was that an estimate you bad made with reference 
to this Committee, or was it an estimate which you actually had in your posses· 
~on, and which was made up for prlA.Ctical purposcH?-It was an estimate 

'which 1 had in my possession, framed when these works were in contemplation, 
and not prepared with a view to this Committee. I had no time to prepare 
any for that purpose.. . 

2116. Sir T. Birch.] Are you to be understoud that the works have only 
produced about 1,500 tons at present ?-Yes. Th!' information which I have 
eccived from abroad is, that the machinery is not yet in full work. 

211 ;'. What have you put down for charges ?-Eight shillings a cwt. in 
thl estimate, upon the supposition that the works would produce 2,iOO tons. 
'j he ngineer and assistants. and so on, receive the same salary whether thl'y 
make:.. -00 tons 01' J,500 tons; so that if you put these expenses upon 1,500 tons, 
instead 2,iOO, it a<\ds '\'try much to the cost of ~he sugar. 
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Mr. Jolin George Raymond, called in; and Examined. 

2118. Chairman.1 YOU left the Mauritius in September last, did you not?-
1 arrived in Europe in September. . 

211g. You were inspector of police, were. ~ot you ?-Inspector of dis
tilleries. 

2120. How long were you in the Mauritius i-Ten years. 
2121. You were in the Queen's army; were you not?-"-I had the honour to 

serve in Her Majesty's service. 
2122. You are very well acquainted with the population in the Mauritius 1 

, -lam. 
2123. Can you inform the Committee what is the state of monility of the 

coolie population in the island ?-Tbere is no morality at all among them. 
2124. In- what direction does their immorality tend ?-To the paucity of 

Indian women, and the dislike the negro women entertain for the Indian, they 
commit the most revolting crimes upon each other, and upon quadrupeds in the 
camps, and even 00 the high roads. 

2125. Are they'also much addicted to intoxication ?-Very much indeed. 
Som. of them have imbibed those habits in their own country. They have 
spirits at will whl1n they arrive at the Mauritius, , 

2126. Are they subject to a great many diseases 1-Very many. After they 
arrive in tbe Mauritius they are attacked with scorbutic diseases, which may 
be expected after a sea voyage. Their system is so very poor that dysenteries, 
tumours upon the knees, fever, and small-pox break out among them. 

212i. Are they attacked with those diseases only when they first land, or 
after they are employed upon the different plantations ?-' Many of them on 
their first arrival are sick coming ashore, and \!lany more get unwell during 
their residence on the island. 

2128. How are they treated when they become sick on the island ?-I have 
taken the trouble to visit many of the hospitals, and· they would be treated 
very well, but unfortunately there are no laws to confine them to hospital 
regulations and hospital usages; therefore when they get sick, it is considered 
rather too much an infringement on the liberty of the subject if one of them lie
confined in ,the hospital; he goes abroad, eats and drinks what he pleases, and 
communicates the disease to his comrades. 

212g. Is it your opinion that if there was a regulation empowering the 
employers of those coolies, when they fell sick, to send them to hospitals and 
confine them there till they recovered, as is the case in the British army, it 
would tend very greatly to the health of the coolies themselves 1-That is my 
firm conviction. I have frequently been called in by planters, and they have 
pointed out to me bottles of rum and gin in the hospitals. The planters had 
not the power of preventing an improper person coming into the hospital, who 
brought them those things; consequently it is a long time before the labourers 
recover. 

21 30 • There have been about 93,000 coolies imported into the island, have 
not there I-From 90,000 to 93,000. ' 

21 3 I. Can you state what number of those still remain ill the colony ?-, -
I am aware that 20,000 of that number were vagabonds when I left the colony,. 
and 1,000 more are no better, keeping retail shops, "hich serve as depllts for 
stolen goods; in those shops are also kept women, who go out as decoys, and 
seduce the labourers from the estates. 

21 32. Prostitutes you mean ?-Yes. • 
21 33. Do you mean that they seduce the coolies working upon the estates 

to come to those shops, in order that those who keep them may plunder 
them in one way or other of all they possess?-That is my meaning. 
Many of the coolies deserted before their terms were fulfilled. After the 
government of the Mauritius had incurred a great expense in getting them 
from -India, they desert their employers, and betake themselvell to theft> 

. amassing sums of money which enable them to return home before their 
terms are expired. The island lost in 1844, 885 men, 50 'Women, and one 
child; in 1845, 1,750 men, 117 women, and 29 children; in 11:146, 1,910 men, 
136 women, and 67 children; and in 1847, up to the date of my departure 
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from the Mauritius, that is to say the' 27t4 of April last inclusive, 7&0 men, 
64 women, IUld 12 children. 

2134. You mean that the colony lost those people after having paid the 
expenses of their importation, and without having been paid by their full 
service foJ' five years in the island ?-Yes; the total number is 5,295 persons; 
that is not including the 20,00Q vagabonds. 

2135. They paid their own passage home, did not they ?-Yes. 
2136. Having earned money enough, they were permitted to go back to 

India, without repaying 'either the government or those who went to the cost of 
bringing them there?-Yes; they were enabled to pay their own passage. Two 
of my own servants left me, having robbed me, one of 18/. and the other of 81. 
or 10 I. 

2137. The 20,000 vagabonds, as far 88 the interests of the island are con
cerned, or the interests of the importers of coolies, stand exactly in the same 
position as those who have left ?-In the same position. 

2138,. What is the rate of importation of those people ?-It was originally 
7 I.; I believe it is now 6 l., which is quite enough. 

2139. Those 20,000 vagabonds, that have been imported at a cost of 
l20,OOO t., are just as much a loss to the· island and the planters; as if they 
had returned to India !-They are a loss and an incumbrance. . 

2140. Is the island obliged til maintain them ?-No. 
2141. How, then, are they an incumbrance 1-Because they steal fowls and 

vegetables" and other things, if they can lay their hands upon them. They are 
very expert; artists. ' 

2142. What are the disadvantages that the planters are under in the cul
tivation of their estates, and in the employment of .tilese coolies l-The laws ' 
for governing servants are inefficient; the laws do not allow a planter to engage 
a coolie for a longer ter1l1 than one year; that is quite insufficient. I do not 
see why a coolie should not be engaged for five or seven years; soldiers ami 
sailors are engaged for a longer time, and I' cannot see why coolies should be 
considered more than they are; the coolies are the lowest class of persons in 
their own country. ' 

2143. The employment in which they are engaged is very superior to what 
they have left, is not it 1-Very superior indeed. They are engaged for 12 
months, and it takes the planter six months before he can 'make them seDl!ible 
of their duty. 

2144. In point of fact, the coolies do not understand sugar cultivation?
Not before they have been six monilis employed, then the planter has only six 
months left. Before the termination of the 12 months, say for three weeks. 
ilie labourers are deserting, in order to look for employment elsewhere; when 
their 12 months are finished they leave their employer, and engage with some 
other planter; they leave him in the middle of his crop, destitute of the means 
.of getting it in, consequently he is a loser. 

2145. It is impossible to estimate ilie loss to a planter if his people are seduced 
from him in ilie middle of his crop time ?-Quite so. 

2146. You would suggest that such industrial laws should be passed as to 
secure to the planter a longer period of service r-I should. 

2147. And more especially to secure him from having his servants seduced 
from him during crop time 1-Yes. There is another nuisance that the planter 
has to complain of, and that is the English and Indian crimps. 

2148. Will you give the Committee all the inforntation upon this subject 
which your residence in the island has furnished you with ?-The Indian 
labourers may be rated at 90,000 ; 'of this' number 20,000 are confirmed vaga
bonds. The principal features in the character of those people are a love of 
change, capriciousness, and an inclination to indulge in the moat reprehensible 
excesses. Owing in a great measure 'to the distaste that the negress enter
tains towards them, and the paucity of Indian women, scenes of the most har
rowing and revolting nature are being daily perpetrated, in the camps and in 
the cane-fields, on each other and on quadrupeds: no care whatever is taken of 
the education of these men. To the 20,000 vagabonds may be added 1,000 
more who keep retail shops, which serve as depots for stolen goods. These 
men originally came from India, at the expense of the colony, for the express 
purpose of cultivating the soil. The damage they do is incalculable; for they 
keep gambling-houses, and entertain female 'decoys, who seduce the men from 
. the 
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the camps on pay-days. Much may be said for and against the high rates of 
wages that the planter is obliged to pay, or sometimes promises to pay, to his 
men. This originated in jealousy and competition,which the ~nglish crimp and 
the sirdar have turned to their advantage-'for a crimp, I have known some of 
these persons to make 51. per day at this traftic,-or a sirdar will take the band 
to the higher bidder, having so much per head, and will induce it to desert in 
a month afterwards in order to sell it again. The wages average from 14 8. to 
20 8. per month, with rations, which are sufficient. The term of service 
extends only to one year:· thus a plliIl'ter, after having trained a band that is 
.useless for the first siX months from ignorance and scorbutic humours result
ing from a sea voyage, must part with them very often in the middle of his 
crop, and commence training a-fresh. Moral MacadaIDizers must be aware 
that roads cannot be made before the bush is cut' down, drains effected, 
and the soil turned up to ensure a favourable reception for the metal; and by 
the same rule that civilization cannot be forced instanter on persons just 
emerging from a state· of barbarism, but must be the result of time, education, 
and fair but firm treatment. For it unfortunately so happens that the eastern 
people cannot duly appreciate disinterestedness: accustomed from. their birth to 
falsehood and finesse, it becomes identified with their nature. However plausible 
the tale, however good the intentions, and however demure and attentive the 
coolie may be, the moment he quits your verandah he unhesitatingly votes 
you false, on the assumption that Sahib must have some interest of his own to 
advance, or h~ would not have spent so lUuch time in talking. Soldiers and 
sailors serve a certain number of years; but the lowest caste of Indian who 
frequent Mauritius, must only serve one year. Soldiers and sailors if sick 
are confined within hospital limits; but the coolie if sick must not be con
:fined; this would be an infringement on the liberty of the subject; he goes 
abroad, drinks as much spirits as he thinks proper, eats whatever suits his 
fancy, and conveys the infection to his comrades. Thus far the master may 
complain of the inefficiency of the law, which subjects him to loss and to the 
caprice of his servant: but, on the other hand, the servant has many chlilrges 
to lay at the door of the master. The monthly payments are not regular; I 
have known estates that were in arrears for six months; the two-thirds of them 
are furnished with unlicensed shops, kept by the planters' wives, who sell on 
credit at a clear profit of 30 per cent. 

2149-52. When you speak of the planters' wives, are they the original 
French subjects of the Mauritius I-They are creoles • 
. 2153. Mr . . Moffatt.] Will you proceed with any statement that you may 

have to make respecting the coolies, and the remedies you would suggest 
for the evils which exist in the island I-The povertr of the Mauritius in 
a grl'Jlt measure, and its bankruptcy, to a certain extent, may be traced 
to the 'following causes : first, the bad faith of the French planter to the 
English agent or money-lender; second, the high rates of interest demanded b, the latter of the former; third, the limited knowledge which the present 
Governor has of the actual state of the island; fourth, the corruption of 
many of its magistrates and public officers (the mother country would confer 
a blessing on this island by sending out commissioners of inquiry to inves
tigate and report upon the conduct and capabilities of the persons under 
notice); fifth, the corruption and utter worthlessness of its police and inferior 
custom· house servants; sixth, the retail sale of rum to the labouring classes; 
seventh, the inefficiency of the law, which does not secure to the master the 
attention and lengthened services of the servant, and to the servant specie 
instead of spirit and merchandize parment from the masters. The bad faith 
of the French planters to English agents is as much a constitutional defect as 
it is the result of education. The planter A. has an old estate to sell; when 
I say old, I would be understood tu mean an estate has been uninterruptedly 
planted with cane for 15 or 20 years. In that island, as is the case in England 
and France, there is no assortment of crops, so that the exudations or juices 
eojected by one may contribute to the strength and nouriture of the other. B. 
purchases the estate on credit at double its value, payable at 10 years, 
and subject to a running interest of 10 per cent.; this man, who is not 
bond jide the owner of 100 I., starts as a grand proprietor, and procures 
money from an English house at I a per cent., on condition that his 
sugars will be tIeIlt in as they are made; after he has borrowed a considerable 
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Mr. 'sum he in seven cases out of ten becomes bankrupt, and transfers the estate 
J. G. Raymond. to his wife, or son, who in turn applies to another agent-for more money; 

and so on. To this system of speculation, and to the uuwise rivalry which 
19 February 1848• at all times exists between the agents may, in a great measure, be attri. 

buted the late downfall of the mercantile houses connected with Mauritius. 
The limited knowledge which Governor Sir William Gomm has of the actual 
state of his government, can be traced to his seclusion at his country-house, 
Reduit, to his non-attendance at the Council Board, r.aused no duubt by the 
opposition he meets with from the inofficial member~, and to the offensive 
attacks which are being daily made on his principles and foresight by the 
press of the colony, and the inhabitants generally. The conduct of the French 
magistrates, with a few exceptions, is corrupt, and it affords me infinite 
concern to be obliged to bear testimony to a similar fault on the part of some 
of the English ones ;-others are as upright and as honourable men as exist. 
Many heads of departments, and other public functionaries are so mixed up by 
marriage and commerce with those persons over whom they have been placed, 
that they do not discharge their duties zealously nor conscientiously. This is 
a grave assertion, but I beg to observe I have submitted charges of a like 
nature and aspect in last September to the consideration of the Right honour
able Earl Grey, Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies. The police are 
composed of runaway seamen from me.rchant vessels, old slaves, and discharged 
soldiers, who, after 14 years" service, obtained their liberation, actuated very 
often by a desire to indulge in the habits of intemperance which are incom
patible with, and which never could be tolerated by military law. The amount 
paid to this body is 30,000 I. per annum; it ought to be under the command 
of a retired military officer, and ought to be as near as possible in such an 
island as Mauritius on a military basis. The present commissioner, with 
] ,100 l. per annum, could not" form four deep." The conduct of the inferior 
~ustom-house officers is so publicly known, that I deem an exposure unne
cessary. The confusion and desertion among the labourers may be put duwn 
to ~e indiscriminate use of ardent spirits, Of all the vices that ever afflicted 
the colony, this is the most, subversive of its happiness, and the most destruc
tive of its welfare. Article No.2 of Ordinance No. 25, of ]845, holds forth an 
inducement to excess. It ,goes on to say, "it shall be lawful for every person 
holding a licence as above provided, for the sale by retail of spirituous and 
fermented liquors in the several rural districts,. to sell and retail, by bottles, 
rum, the produce of the colony"in any quantity not exceeding 12 bottles, nor 
less than one, reputed quart bottles." During the six months that this law 
was in force, nothing could exceed the drunkenness of the lower orders. 

2154. Is that law one of the old laws of the Code Napoleon ?-No, it is an 
English law. It is repealed by another law, which I will cite presently.· The 
"hopkeepers realized a clear profit of 1 0 l. on every 49 gallons, of 21 degrees 
·of force. Every person, 'therefore, who could purchase 12 bottles did so, and 
retailed them afresh at 14 or 15 degrees by the single glass. The sirdars on 
;the estates kept shops .of this sort. I have known 70 persons to be absent 
from work on Monday mornings, on an estate where 300 were employed. The 
Ordinance Np. 3 of 1846 enforces as follows: .. A c<?mpte du Ie, Avril prochain 
la vente au detail dans les quartiers ruraux du rhum et des liqueurs douces 
n'aura lieu que par verres seulement et dans des cantines patentes a cet effet." 
This law repealed the other; it denied the shopkeeper the faculty of selling by 
the bottle or dozelJ. bottles, but. it authorized the establishment of canteens all 
.over the island, where rum could be had by the single glass. The troops have 
.canteens of their own, and to this truly unwholesome law may be traced 
10 per cent of the deaths that yearly occur among them. 

2155. Do you: know how long they remain away?-When the Indian gets 
drunk he is not generally sober for three or four days, and then he is not fit 
for work for three or four days more. 

2156, You mean tv say that when those 70 men who were away from their 
work on Monday morning, were useless for a week?-Yes, and the owner of 
the estate had to lose some of his time in coming forward and bringing com-
plaints against them to the stipendiary magistrate. . 

2157. When he does come forward and make his complaint to the stipen
diary magistrate, does he get redress 1-ln some cases he does. There is a 

, feeling 
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feeling which pervades many stipendiary magistrates in the Mauritius, that the 
Indian must be supported at all hazards. 

. 2 I 5 S. Why is that ?-I am not aware. . 
2159. The result is, however, that the planters in the Mauritius cannot get 

redress ?-In some instances they do not. 
. :.!160. Do you apprehend that the stipendiary magistrates receive encou
ragement from home in that course ?-I am not prepared to say. 

2161. How are the stipendiary magistrates appointed in the Mauritius ?-In 
many instances they are appointed temporarily, pending the sanction of the 
Home Government, which is usually afforded. . 

2162. Are they usually planters or persons of station !-1J1ey are npt sup
posed to be planters; still I have known some of them to plant canes and 
vegetables also; the persons who were convicted by them for desertion were 
m~de to plant vegetables in their gardens for sale, instead of breaking stolles 
on the public roads. 

2163. Is it the general feeling that if the stipendiary magistrates were 
abolished, and the Code Napoleon restored, the island would be better 
governed 1-That is the general opinion of the French,. but it is not the opinion 
which Englishmen entertain. I should be sorry to see the stipendiary magi~-

• trates abolished, but I should be very glad to see many of them replaced by 
more active and intelligent men. All the planters are more or less connected 
with thp. commissaires civiles, or the French magistrates. The French magis
trates have nothing to do with the ·coolies. If the stipendiary magistrates 
were abolished, the coolies would fall into the hands of the civil commissaires; 
certes they would have no justice from them, for they are all relatives and 
friends of the planters. 

2 I 64. What system do you propose in order to force the coolies to fulfil 
their contracts, and do their work 1-1 should think they ought to be obliged 
to serre five years, but it is very questionable whether the coolies will ever 
settle down and become " resident peasantry, nor will the Chinese. I have 
weighed the matter very minutely, and have come to this conclusion, that the 
Mauritius ought to procure labourers from Madagascar. The natives of this 
island would become stationary and useful. 

216.5. Can you suggest any mode by which the coolies could be improved 
in theil' conduct ?-First and. foremost, there ought to be morlwomen intro
duced. This was a lamentable oversight, but of course it was purely acci-
dental. , 

2166. You think that if there were more women introduced they would be 
more settled I-I am led to entertain that belief; at least, harrowing excesses 
would be less frequent. 

2167. Is it your opinion, that if their contracts were for a longer period, they 
would also become more attached to the soil ?-I billieve so. I remember a 
friend of mine in the Mauritius, whose estate is called St. Martin; he con
tracted with his meh on a new principle; he gave to each man a part in the 
estate, and he was to be paid when the sugars were sold; consequently the 
man had an interest in the estate, and if he did not work he would get nothing, 
of course; but he worked very well. My friend often declared to me that he 
had no desertions nor any complaints to make against the band, and that every 
person on tile estate took an interest in .the improvement of the estate, though 
only engaged for one year. I should state that those were men from Bombay. 

2168. Is it your opinion that wages are too high?-Decidedly. 
2169. Too high for the advantage of the planter and the labourer too 1-

Yes, for both. 
2170. That is to say, as far as forcing the latter to industry goes ?-If it be 

desired to make those coolies industrious, they ought not to receive such high 
wages; they do not receive them in India; they are far better off in every 
respect than the peasantry of my own unfortunate country, Ireland. 

2171. What are the wages ?~Fourteen shillings to 208. a month, and then 
rations besides. . 

2172. They are allowed to live free upon ilie estate I-Quite free; they can' 
plant vegetables if they think proper, and have plenty of ground for that use. 

2173. And they pay nothing for their huts i-No, and they can rear pigs 
and poultry. ' 

0.32. ee3 2174. Which 
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Mr. 2174. Which are reared, are they not, to a great extent 1-Yes. 
J. G. &gmond. 21 75. There are scarcely any cattle on the island, except those that are pur-

F b 8 8 chased ?-There are a few, which are employed as draft oxen. 
19 e ruary 1 .. • 21 76. Have they any fixed hours of labour (-The bell is always rang at Ii ve 

in the morning, and the muster· roll called by the overseers. The men are 
portioned off to their day'@ work, which is called task·work. I have met able
bodied men returning at 12 o'clock, after having finished their day's work; 
therefore they have the remainder of the day to themselves, which they pass 
away by beating their drums and singing songs; the employers impose very 
slight tasks upon them.. . 

2 t 77. How many cane holes would form a task 1-1 cannot say; the tasks 
are not heavy. 

2178. They are a very weak class of men, are they not I-The natives of 
Bengal are. An able-bodied man would do as much work as three of them .in 
a day. 

2179. Are not the Bengalese as four to one of the Bombay people, and as 
two to one of the people from Madras?-Yes. 

2180. A Madrasee is worth two Bombay men?-I believe so. 
2181. And a Bombayee is worth three or four, if not five, Bengalese?-

No, two to two·and-a-half. • 
2182. They are quite a superior caste, are not they?-Quite so; the great 

fault in the Madrasees is that they are very litigious. 
2183. What are the people from Bombay 1-They are more tractable than 

the Madrasees. . 
2184. Are they more moral ?-No; they are all on a par in this respect. 
2185. Do they come with those bad principles and bad propensities, do you 

imagine, or do they learn them when they come into the island ?-I believe 
they bring them all with them; the habit of indulging in liquor and spirits 
is a stronger incentive. ' 

2186. As far as their beastly.propensities go, is that the case?-Yes: but 
they learn all those habits in their own countries. 

2"187. With respect to the Chinese; how many Chinese are there in the 
island ?-Seven hundred and forty-two. It must be remembered that there is 
a great difference between the Chinese and Joanese. The Joanese are descended 
from the Ara!s and Malays; they inhabit Com oro, a group of islands in the 
immediate vicinity of the northern coast of Madagascar: the Chinese arc 
another race altogether. Theyax:e as distinct from one another as the white 
man is from the African, except in colour. The number of Chinese introduced 
has been 783; 722 are shopkeepers and mechanics; they are very industrious, 
and will not cultivate the soil after their engagements terminate. 

2188. The Chinese perform their contracts very well, do they not ?-Yes, 
very faithfully indeed. 

2189. But their ingenuity enables them, as soon as their contract is over, 
at once to devote themselves to other more profitable pursuits ?-Yes. 

2190. Are the Chinese supposed to be rich ?-They are all more or less rich .. 
2191. Negresses have no objection to cohabit with the Chinese, have they" 

-No. 
2192. They' rather look up to them as a superior race, do they not 1-Yes. 

the Chinese bring no wives with them; the laws of China prohibit the Chinese 
taking women out of the country, lest they should settle down in the country 
of their adoption with the capital which their habits of parsimony are sure to 
acquire .. 

2193. Were you ever in China ~No, but I have had some Chinese ser· 
vants, and they said so.' 

2194. The t:hinese are very efficient labourers, are not they?-Yes; very 
strong and active men. 

2195. They are fit for labour as soon as theyarrlve?-Yes. 
2196. They are great thieves, are not they?-They are, indeed, the most 

. expert I ever met. 
2197. Did not the Chinese undermine the bank?-Yes, and I believe stole 

30,000 1. out of it. 
2198. They executed a 8ubterraneous passage ?-They did, which must have 

taken them at least six weeks to pelform. 
. !lIgg. Undiscovered?.-



SELECT COMMITTEE ON SUGAR AND COFFEE PLANTING. 199 

2199. Undiscovered ?-Yes, until after the abstraction of the money. 
·2200. As mechanics, they are as skilled as any mechanics in England, are 

they not ?-Yes, they are; I have known 80me of them who were field 
labourers, who afterwards became mechanics, they would not disgrace second
rate mechanics in London. They made some excellent furniture for myself. 

220 I. The expenst', you said, of importing these coolies was from 61. to 71. 
a head; if they were permitted to be imported in the rice ships, might not they 
be imported at very much less cost?-I am not prepared to say. 

2202. Are there not some restrictions in the way of getting the coolies from 
Bombay ?-There were some restrictions formerly, but I believe those restric
tions have been taken oft'. 

2203. How do you account for there being so few Bombay ooolies, and such 
a great majority of Bengalese ?-The natives of Bombay are a superior class; 
each is generally a shikh in hi& own country, at least he calls himself so ~ he is 
quite a superior man in strength and in feeling; he considers a native Bengal 
immeasurably below him; therefore he will not live with him; even in the 
CaDlpS they must be kept apart; they will not work under a sirdar from Bengal ; 
they mwst have a sirdar from their own country; they do not emigrate in such 
large numbers as the natives of Bengal . 

2204. What ia the length of voyage from Calcutta 1-Four or five weeks. 
2205. And les8 from Bombay ?-That depends upon the state of the weather, 

and upon the monsoons. ' 
2206. With respect to the original black population there WQl'e 61,000 

emancipated, were not there ?-Yes. 
2207. Compensation was paid for that number ?-Yes. 
2208. How many of those are now living!-I find a deficiency on the total 

number of 6,800 since the emancipation. ' 
2209. That is including their children r-That is my meaning. 
2210. Of the population emancipated in 1834 how many do you believe are 

now living ?-About 35,000 •. 
221 1. Do you reckon that 26,000 have died off ?-Yes, from small·pox and 

various diseases. 
2212. Drunkenness, and so on ?-Yes, and neglect. 
'i!213. What proportion of that 35,000 that remain are vagabonds ?-About 

16,000. When I say vagabonds, they pursue a double calling; they are 
fishermen by day and vagabonds by night. They also combine theft with 
those qualifications.'· • 
. 2214. They do not fish a great deal, do they ?-Not veri much; they go to 

sea one or two days, and they get as much fish as will support them the 
remainder part of the week. This, with what they can steal, and the rearing 
of poultry, enable them to live in idleness. ' 

2215. You account for their having died off in this extraordinary way from 
immorality. and drunkenness, and small-pox (-Yes. . 

2216. And great neglect ?-Yes, and great neglect. 
2217. What was the proportion of men and women 1-According to the 

return that I have here, from the year 1815 to 1836, 31 .vessels of various 
sizes were condemned in the Vice-Admiralty Court of the Mauritius, having on 
board 3,047 slaves; of this number 2,544 were men, and 503 women; that is 

. one to five and a half. . . 
2218. What was the proportion of women to men at the time ofthe eman

cipation ?-There were 61,000 liberated; incapable of procreation, from age 
and infirmity, 16,000; disparity of sex on total number, 12,200. 

2219. Which were the more numerous, the men or the women r-The men, 
of course. 

2220. You said that the population has decreased about 6,000 ?-Or there-
abouts. . 

2221. Twenty-six thousand ,have died, and the population has ·decreased 
6,000 ?-Yes, 6,800. . 

22J2. SO that you reckon about 19,200 have been born and bred since that? 
-I do. • 

2223. Of the whole population, how many are now employed upon the sugar 
«,state~ I-I have subdivided them as follows: small farmers, 5,000; £.shermen, 
and living by theft, 16,000; ordinary seamen, 2,000; carters and overseers of 
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Mr. estates, 3,000; mechanics, 4,000; police, 184; servants, porters. and higglers, 
J. G.'&~ 4,816; total, 35,000. 

2224. What do you consider those 6,000 small farmers to be ?-They plant 
191ebruary 1848• vegetables for the bazaar, and manioc. 

2225. Not canes ?-Not much ' 
2226. Do not they grow canes ?--Some of them may grow an acre or 

a couple of acres, which they sen to shopkeepers, who again retail them by the 
pennyworth. ' 

2227. Do you mean that out of the whole of the 'old population of the Mau
ritius, but 3,000 are employed upon the regular sugar plantations?-That is 
my conviction. 

2228. What do you make out the entire population of the island to be ?-
I am not prepared to say. • 

2229. How many coolies did you say there were remaining?-Ninety-one 
thousand altogether have been introduced. 

2230., There are about 60,000 remaining?-Yes; there are 722 Chinese, 
35,000 blacks, 9,000 Englishmen and well-affected creoles, (when I say well
affected, 1 mean well-affected towards the interests of the British Government) ; 
23,000 French and French creoles. The other persons may be computed at 
5,000 of different nations. , . 

2231. How many of the 60,000 coolies are now employed upon the estates; 
you said there were 20,000 vagabonds; are they to be deducted from the 
60,000 ?-.No; I deduct them from the 90,000. ' 

2232. Do you believe, after deducting those 20,000 and the 5,000 that have 
gone home to India, the remainder, are all employed upon the sugar estates 1-
Twenty thousand, and the 1,000 who keep shops, and 5,000 who are gone 
home to India; that is 26,000. 

2233. How many have died?-A great number have died; I have not the 
means of saying now with any degree of accuracy. 

2234. Probably 15,000 or 20,000 ?-I am not sure; it is not less than 
15,000. ' 

2235. The whole island of the Mauritius is about the size of the Isle of 
Wight" is not it ?-Yes, about.the size of the Isle of Wight. 

2236. You do not imagine that there could possibly be any very great diffi
culty in enacting such industrial laws as would prevent squatting and vaga. 
bondage ?-None whatever; but; it would be necessary to have an efficient 

li \ po ceo 
2237. What is the extent of the present police 1-1 am not prepared to say 

in round numbers, but they are very inefficient. 
2238. Are there 200 police ?-I think about 300. In the 30,0001. a year 

is included the pay of the clerks of the police, the different French magistrates, 
and the officers of police. ' 

2239. If the police of the Mauritius were conducted upon the footing of 
the London police or the rural police in this country, under an efficient police 
officer, with what number of police, and at what expense, do you think that 
vagabondage could be put down ?-I am positive that· crime would cease to a 
great extent it we had an efficient police; and I am sure that the police of the 
Mauritius could be. conducted with a saving of 10,000 l. by getting efficient 
police officers out from ·England. ' 

2240. You would propose a law by which vagabondage should be made a 
crime, and that every person who' could not show that he had some pioper 
mode of gaining a livelihood should be punished ?-I would, and a salutary 
one it would be. . 

2241. How far is Madagascar from the Mauritius ?-About 300 miles. 
2242. The population of Madagascar is about 5,000,000, is not it ?-It is 80 

computed. ' , 
2243. Half the population is descended directly from Africans, and the other 

half from a mixture of Arabs, Malays, and French pirates ?-Y es. 
2244. ·There have been hordes of pirates, in old times, settled upon the 

island !-Yes ;it was a favourite resort with them. 
2245. The whole population is a superior race?-What I have seen of them 

are so. 
2246. A manly 
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:.1240. A manly and high-spirited race? - Particularly so; especially the M,.. 
Hovahs and the Sakalavas; the latter are very brave.' J. G. n.,moDl/. 

2247. One portion ofthe island is under the dominion of the Hovahs ?-It is. 
2:248• Are they under the dominion of the Queen of Madagascar ?_They are. 19 February 1848• 
2249. Are the women a fine race of women ?-'-Passable enough, but not 

classical beauties. 
2250. You believe them to be an industrious race of people ?-Very much so. 
2251. They would be willing, you think, to come over to the Mauritius as 

free labourers 1-1 am positive of it ••• 
2252. You have intimated that you would undertake to say that you could 

obtain any number of men and women, and take them to the Mauritius for 2 I. 
a head ?-i. 2, or 21. lOs. 

2253. Would it be necessary in order to do that, to make a treaty with the 
Queen ?-No, the Queen is so incensed against us, owing to French intrigue, . 
that she would not allow us one. It is the Sakalavas, on the south-west of 
Madagascar, I mean. 

2254. Are they at war with her1-They Br.e always at war with the 
Hovahs, and if disciplined, would be more than a match for them.' The Saka
lavas dislike the French and are friendly towards us. Previous to my quitting 
Mauritius I have been invited by three of the most influential of the South 
Sakalavas chiefs to discipline and render effective their troops. Private reasons 
made me decline the offer. 

2255. You could get Sakalavas without the consent of the Queen ?-The, 
Sakalavas are not subjects of Queen Ranavalamanjaka. 

2256. The Sakalavas you could get in any number to go overt-Yes, and' 
they would be too happy to emigrate; you . might get .40,000 men for 8 s. a 
month; one Sakalava would work as much as two Indians in a day. In their 
own country they, the SakaJavas, are paid only 1 s. a month, and that is in 
a piece of blue cloth, which they wrap round their loins. A proportionate num
ber of women would accompany them at little cost. 

2257. It is one of the great misfortunes of the Mauritius that we are not on 
good terms with the Queen of Madagascar ?-It is, because the Mauritius is 
solely dependent upon Madagascar and the Cape for sustenance. 

2258. There are no bounds to the trade that might be carried on ?-No. 
2259. Madagascar could furnish the food and the cattle which the Mauritius 

require, and also the labour ?-Yes, easily. 
2260. The French island of Bourbon lies between the Mauritius and ;\fada

gascar ?-It does. 
2261. How far is the Isle of Bourbon from the Mauritius ?-Ninet)' miles. 

I have frequently seen the mountains of Bourbon when the sun was descend
ing from my house in the Mauritius, owing to the clearness of the sky. 

:2262. Is there not a great deal of dissatisfaction among the French planters 
in the Mauritius, feeling their own ruined state under the British rule, and 
knowing that their neighbours in Bourbon are making great fortunes? - Yes. 
a great feeling of discontent and dis~ection, which will show itself in the event 
of a rupture with France. 1 am not apprehensive of the result; nor do 1 con-
temn French courage.. . 

2263. Bourbon is a slave island, is not it?-Yes. 
2 264. Notwithstanding its being a slave island. they have a protection of 11 s~ 

a hundredweight against all sugar no(from the French colonies 1-1 believe so. 
2265-69. Supposing it to be imported in French bottoms, and double that 

protection if it is imported under a foreign flag ?-Yes. 
2270 • Mr. M. Gibson.] Is there any importation of produce from France 

into the Mauritius ?-Wine. 
2271. In what sbips is that wine brought !-Generally in English bottoms. 
2272. Do you know why:-I am not aware, unless it be that the duty is 

higher on produce brought· in' French bottolUS than it is in English; conse
quently the merchants in Bordeaux charter English vessels to take out wine to. 
the Mauritius. , 

2273. Do you consider that it is a disadvantage to the inhabitants of that 
island to prevent French ships from bringing French produce ?-I think all 
produce ought to be brought in English bottoms. 

22; 4. Would it be an advantage to the growers of sugar in the Mauritius to. 
have the power of sending their sugar away to France in French ships, in 

0.32 • D D exchange 
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Mr. exchange for other produce brought into the Mauritius ?-Tbe island is so 
J. G. &,mond. small, and the planters are so needy, that I fancy they do not require the 

F b 8 8 
exchange of merchandise; they require money, and this can be only procured 

19 e Nory I .. . from England. 
2275. Is not it a disadvantage to the growers of sugar in the Mauritius to be 

deprived of such customers as might come from France with wine, and who 
would be glad to take back sugar in exchange I-I do not consider it a 
disadvantage at all. 

2276. They do not want any more customers than they now have, you 
think?-No. 

2277. Have the Mauritius planters been extending their cultivation of late 
years very considerably I-They have. 

2278. Have they continued to do that at a considerable loss ?-That is my 
opi~ion. . 

2279. You think they have been considerably extending their transactions 
at a constant loss 1-1 have said so. 

2280. Were they losing during the existence of the prohibitory duties on 
foreign sugar being imported into the markets of the United Kingdom 1-The 
affairs of the island have been in a very bad state for the last five years; it has 
been in a state of bankruptcy .. 

2281. They have always been losing money, have they?-Xes. 
2282. They have had capital in former times, have not they I-They have 

had capital, but not much, for they are all more or less indebted to the London 
houses. 

2283. Have they had labour I-Yes, they have had labour in the time of the 
slaves. 

2284. Have they had protection?-Yes, they had protection in the time of 
the slaves. . 

2285. And s~ill they have been losing money I-Yes, at least since the eman
cipation. 

2286. Why do you suppose that restoring protection to them, they having 
had already capital, labour, and protection, will put them in a better position 
than they were before I-The money now in circulation in the Mauritius is not 
sufficient. for its wants, and never was; nor am I aware that they have the 
coveted requisites which you are pleased to name. 

2287. Is it your opinion that the withdrawal of protection would be injurious 
to the Mauritius planter 1-1 think so. 

2288. For how long a period would you recommend contracts to be entered 
into ?-I cannot say; that would depend on circumstances .. 

2289. Are you of opinion that it would be beneficial to the growers tqere to 
have it in their power to make contracts for a longer period than they now do ? 
- .. That is my opinion, upon mature reflection. . 

.2290. Have you ever heard, with regard to this vagabondism you have men
tioned, ",hat it originated in ?-In the indiscriminate use of ardent spirits by 
labourers, their love of change, and love of idling. 

2291. How long has the vagabondism existed to the extent to which it now 
exists 1-Evei' since the introduction of coolies there has been more or less of 
vagabondism. . 

2292. When did the importation of slaves into the Mauritius cease ?-I am 
not prepared to say, but I believe it ceased immediately after the island 
came into the possession of the British Government. 

2293. How long after the law which abolished the slave trade was passed 
did the importation of slaves into the Mauritius continue ?-I cannot say. 

2294. Is the rate of freight heavy r-The freights vary. In the vessel that 
I came home in the freight was 31. 168.; it varies from.3l. 108. to 51. 

2295. Have you ever known a difficulty in exporting produce from the 
Mauritius from the want of ships ?-Not to England. 

2296. Do you believe that the exclusion of foreign ships. from exporting 
produce from the Mauritius to England raises the rate of freights ?-No, I dD 
not. 

2297. Do you believe that the English shipowner would get as high freights 
if he were not protected as he does now?-That I cannot say; perhaps he 
would not. 

2298. Sir 
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2298. Sir E. Buxton.} You mentioned that these eoolies are exceedingly 
immoral ?-Very much so. 
. 2299- Is that a matter of notoriety ill the island ?-Yes, it is publicly 

known. 
2300. Have you ever had cases of the nature you have mentioned brought 

before you I-At every sessions' and assizes in Port Louis there are cases of 
that kind brought before the judges. . 

2.301. And it is a frequent occurrence in the island 1-.lt is. 
2302. Are those crimes among the-coolies thought much of there, among 

the upper classes 1-They are spoken of, but nothmg further. 
2303. They are not thought to be very horrible 1-No; generally speaking, 

the French are very immoral themselves; I believe there is not a more immoral 
island under the British Crown than the Mauritius. 

2304. Have you ever been in India I-No. . 
2305. You do not know the condition of the coolies before they left their 

own country I-Not except by hearsay, and by correspondence, and the opinions 
given to me by my relatives who have served in India as officers. 

2306. You said there were 20,000 vagabonds in the island i-Yes. 
2307. What makes you think that is the numbed-That is my opinion. 
2308. On what is your opinion founded i-From, general reports which 

reached me from different magistrates in the Mauritius, before I left. 
2309. Had they counted them1-1 liave seen myself, in one mo.ming, 150 

vagabonds taken by the police out of the bazaar. 
2310. Has there been a census ever taken ?-' That is impossible in the Mau

ritiu8. The coolie or the Indian sleeping here to-night, may sleep ten miles· 
off to-morrow night; the attempt has been made, but it has been a failure, as 
far as I know. 

2311. There is nothing which is so much exaggerated as the numbers of 
people, unless they are actually couated; when you say there are 20,000 vaga
bonds, have they been actually counted 1-Some estimate them at 30,000. 
I have had my information from many magistrates, who have always computed 
them at 20,000. 

2312. You say these men ought to be employed for five or seven years?-' 
Yes. 

2313. Are they much given to change as it is?-They are too much, unfor-
tunately. , 

2314. And they often wish to go home again before their time is out 1-Yes, 
provided they have the means. • 

2315. If they thoroughly understood, before they came,. that they were to 
be bound to work for five or seven years, do you suppose they would tome ?-I 
am sure they would. 

\! 316. And repent of it afterwards ?-N 0; provided they received fair treat
ment and were made to serve five years, if this distinct impression was made 
upon, their minds, I believe they would settle down on the estates; because it 
must be remembered when they leave India they cannot be w.orse off than they 
are, consequently they have nothing to lose, and have everything to gain. 

23 17. Your idea is that they would come from India on those terms r-I am 
8Ul'e they would come, as they cannot be worse off than they are; the change 
would benefit them. Any gentleman who has been eastward of the Cape of Good 
Hope will confirm my statement. 

2318. Are they generally well treated at present ?-Yes,. in some instances, 
but not in every case; they are not paid regularly on some of the estates. 

2319. Do not you suppose that if a plante%' knew that he had his servant 
for seven years, and were relieved from the fear of losing him at the end of the 
year, he would be more inclined to ill-treat him than he is now?-I do not 
think the planter would ill-treat his servant; it is his interest to treat him 
well; he forms the integral part of his wealth. 

2320. You say he does ill-treat him now, sometimes ?-As far as not paying 
him regularly, and giving him spirit and merchandise payment, instead of specie. 
. 2321. Is not that one very general cause of their frequently leaving ?-In 
many instances it is. ' . 

. :.132:1. The number of slaves at the time of the emancipation was 61,0001-
Yes. 

0·32. D D 2 2323. Of 

Mr. 
J. G. Ra!JlllOfld. 

19 February ,S ... S. 
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Mr. 2323. Of which there were 12,000 more men than women ?-Yes. 
J. G. R0!l'"0ntl. 232+ The number is now 6,000 less than it was then :-6,800. 

-. . 2325. Considering that there were 12,000 women less than men, do you 
'9 "ebruary 18411. consider that that is a surprising reduction in the population, considering also 

that they have had the great scourge of small-pox ?-Some of the npgresses 
have families by three or four dilferent persons; were it not for this the reduc
tion would be greater. 

2326. From the.great disparity of sexes, do you consider there has been an 
undue falling oft'in the population ?-There has been a great falling oft'; when 
the liberated slaves got sick they had no person to care for them, therefore they 
died. 

2327. Have you ever been in Madagascar ?-I have been in tbe south-west 
part of it for a short time. • 

2328. The people there have 18. a month as wages, you say ?-Yes, or there-
abouts. 

2329. Do they work hard for it ?-Very hard. 
2330. What do they cultivate 1-Rice; they also rear cattle and poultry. 
2331. Does slavery exist in Madagascar?-It does. 
2332. Are there many slaves in Madagascar ?-A great many. The Queen's 

troops make incursions into the country to bring off slaves. They are in the 
"habit, if they be repulsed by one tribe, of falling on a weaker one. If they 
come back to the capital without making slaves, every one of them is put to 
death. 

2333. Can you mention any improvement which might be made in the 
moral state ofthe people ?-There is a lack of religious instruction in the Mau
ritius altogether. It will take a long time to make it English and to eradicate 
French revolutionary principles, which predominate. 

2334. Do the coolies generally leave the~ wives in India ?-They do. 
23"35. The women they have are not their wives 1-Not in one case out 

of 20. 
2336. What Jlind of women are they?-Very improper women. 
2337. The prostitutes of the streets in Calcutta ?-Yes. 
2338 .. Do they ever remit part of their wages home ?-' Sometimes they do, 

but not very often. 
2339, You do not know how their families are maintained during their 

absence ?-No. From what I have heard of India, it does not take much ·to 
support persons there. 

2340. Has the mortaHty among the coolies been great 1-Very great, owing 
to their not being restricted to hospital regimen and hospital regulations. 

2341. Are you aware whether a considerable amount of public treasure, 
"which ought to be applied to public works, has not been used by government 
for the purpose of immigration into the Mauritius 1-1 have every reason to 
suppose it has been applied to immigration. 

2342. Money that should have been applied to public works ?-Yes; the 
roads of the Mauritius are in a very bad state; in a few years 700,000 1. was 
expended in immigration. 

2343. There was a. fund for public works, 300,000 l. of which has been so 
expended ?-That is my belief. 

2344. How is the treasury now?-I believe it is rather in a low state; all 
fines and penalties are turned over to the immigration fund. after deducting 
expenses. 

2345. Do you know how much !-My fines last year amounted to 210 l., 
levied on 26 collusive persons who defrauded the government. . 

2346. Do you know what the amount of fines indicted in the year is 1-1 am 
not prepared to say. Some of the officers in my department did not indict 
a fine of 1 s. during the year, although they had ample opportunities. 

2347. You say these men frequently return to their own country before the 
five years are expired ?-l do. 

2348. What is the freight they pay?-They get back for 'il. or 8 I., some
times less; they take their own rice with them; vessels returning to India 
having no freight, are very glad to take them for a mere tritle. 

2349. Lord G. Manners.] You say one great difficulty under which the 
planters 
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planters labour, is that pf keeping their men on from year to year ?-It is the 

· greatest they have to contend with. 
2350 • With a view to meet that objection, was not there a considerable stamp 

duty imposed upon the transfer of labourers from one master to another?
I believe that is a recent law, which has been made since my departure from 
the miamI. , 

2351. That was done with a view to meet that objection ?-Yes: I know it 
was in contemplation to enact laws fOl.the better governing the Coolies, but 
I am not aware of their nature; this I know, that no laws will ever work well 
in the Mauritius, so long as it has some of its present public officel'S; others, 
I am happy to record, are the most honourable men alive; the police and the 
corrupt public officers are so mixed up by commerce and marriage with the 
natives, that they cannot do their duty, nor will they allow others to do theirs. 
I know this from experience. . 

23.52. Chairman~ The Vice-President of the Board of Trade asked you if it 
would not be a great advantage to the planters in the Mauritius if they might 
import French wines in French ships; you are not aware, are you, that there 
is any prohibition upon that ?-I believe the duty is higher. 

2353. Under what law ?-I cannot say. 1 believe goods imported in French 
bottoms bear a greater duty than if they were brought in English ones. All the 
merchants of Bordeaux send their wine out to the Mauritius in English 
bottoms; the French have nothing to complain of. Half the French merchan
dise is smuggled into the island without paying any duty. The custom-house 
servants desert the vessels at eight o'clock every night, and return by :five 
next morning. The goods are landed behind .Forts George and William. 
Coffee, tobacco, and silk to a large amount, are smuggled from the Isle of 
Bourbon. The Customs lose one-third of its revenues by those means. 

::354. The Vice-President of the Board of Trade also asked you whether it 
,.·8S not a great hardship that the Mauritius planters could not export sugar in 
French bbttoms; is there any law in the Mauritius to prevent their doing so ? 
-I am not aware that there is; the reason they cannot do BOis, because there 
· are but four French planters in the island, who are solvent; the remainder 
are so heavily indebted to the English houses, that they must give them their 

· sugars in part payment of the monies they have received. 
23.55. You are asked whether the Mauritius planters had not been extending 

their cultivation at a loss, and whether they had not always been losing 
money. You are not personally acquainted with the concerns of the various 
planters, are you?- I am not acquainted with the books of the French planters, 
but I know they are going down; the planters I mean. 

2356. On the other hand, were not the English planters going very much 
a-head till the last few years ?-YeR, until they were obliged to compete with 
slave-grown produce. If cheap sugar be a desideratum, we ought to have 
kept our own slave colonies and our millions. The introduction of slave-grown 
produce has disarmed the English planter, and not only disarmed him, it has 
effectually secured his hands behind his back in the presence of his enemy. 
Some planters are theoretical and extravagant, others are practical and econo
mical: 1 prefer thc latter class. I know a practical planter of the Mauritius; 
he told me that he purchased an estate on credit; he worked very hard, iln<\ 
did not incur any unnecessary expenses; he did not keep half a dozen horses 
ill his stable standing idle, He confined himself to one mule and a gig till 
he became a little richer, and then he got a horse, and so on; he liquidated 
all the debts of his estate, and it is now his own. 

2357- In what time was that ?-In a number of years; in the course of 18 
or 20 years. 

DD3 

Mr. 
J. G. &!Jmurul. 

19 Febru",", 18,,8. 
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LUI/te. 21' die Feb,.uarii. 1848. 

Sir Thomas Birch. 
Mr. Matheson. 
Mr. Miles. 
Mr. Moffatt. 

MEJIDERS PRF.'!ENT. 

Mr. Hope. 
Sir Edward Buxton. 
Mr. Milner Gibson. 

LORD GEORGE BE!>."'TINCK. IN THE Calm. 

[The Chairman delivert!d in the following Letters. whiC/, were read:] 

My Lord. East India House, 17 February 18~8. 
I HAVE given directions for the preparation of a statement of cotton and silk piece goods 

exported from India in the olden time (i. e. before the inundation from this country); aud 
I hope that it may satisfy the honourable Members of the Committee, who addressed 
qnestions to me on the subject. Rum is manufactured only at the European sugar fac
tories; and the Excise alluded to is applicable only to those factories. We have an Excise 
on spirituous liquors and drugs (designated Abkary), and the tax is levied from the retail 
sale in shops, by means of a license. The Excise on rum is levied, I believe, in the way 
stated, from the European factories, and the article, I understand, goes far to reduce the 
cost of sugar, at least at Madras; but in Bengal one of the principal faetorie.., I hear, 
has failed, owing to the expensive machinery employed, the expense of EuroJlt'8n ~ency, 
&e. I would emphaticaJly impress upon the British manufacturers that they are directly 
and largely interested in promoting the productioB and exportation of sugar and other 
articles from India; for, if they will not take the produce of India in payment, India can
not purchase their manufactures. And what are Cuha and the Bra~ils as markets, compared 
with the m,\>anilicent territory of British India, containing many millions of consumers, who 
will, I trust In time, become opulent cousumers,. if their industry be fairly encouraged? 

Right Hon. Lord George Bentinck, 
&c. &c. &c. 

I have, !lc. 
(signed) H. St. G. Tucker. 

My Lord, East India House, 19 February 1848. 
I HAV& tilll pleasure to send your Lordship a rough statement, showing the decrease 

which took place in our cotton manufactures in India, consequent npon the introduction of 
British .goods m.anufactu~d at a cheaper rate by machinery. Onr officers have found 
some difficulty In prepanng· the statement for Madras and Bombay; bitt I was not far 
wrong in estimating the exportation of cotton and silk piece goods, before the revolution in 
the trade, at about 3,000,000 l. In fact, the exportation of cotton goods from Bengal 
alone in 1802-3, amounted to sicca rupees, 18,594,676, or at 2/6 the rupee, about 
2,324,336l. I resided for above 12 months in 1788 and 1789, in two of the principal 
manufacturing awrun~ 01· districts (Dacca and Hurriab), and the manufacturers in those 
districts were then fuUy employed. Few would now be fOllnd, except a& msnufacture."S of 
coarse cottons for dumestic use. Those hands which formerly produced the beautifUl fabric 
called' shubnum' or' dew' hav~ disappeared. 

Right Hon. Lord George Bentinck, 
&c. &c. &c. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) H. St. G. l·"cher. 
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STATEMENT (referred to in preceding letter) of Cotton Piece Goods, Silk Piece poods, and OJ February 1848. 

Raw Silk, exported from the Three Presidencies from 1816-17 to 1836-37. 

BBNGAL. MADRAS. BOMBAY. TOTAL. 

• Rupeu . Rupeu. Rupea. Rupees. 

1 

• • J Cotton Piece Goods - 1,65,99,943 82,29,509 19,48,261 2,67,77,713 

816-17tSilk- " - - 17,72,52& - - - 9,65,377 27,37,902 
Silk Piece Goods - - - - 3,111 - - - 3,111 

[Cotton Piece Goods - 1,32,34,725 79,73,136 19,38,514 2,31,46,375 
817-J8Silk- - - - 19,57,262 - - - 8,5i,203 28,12,465 

lSilk Piece Goods. - - .- -1 

[Cotton Piece Goods - 1,32,82,789 71,44,346 20,55,432 2,24,82,567 

.a18-10l Silk - - - - 57,46,361 - - - 1,61,472 69,07,833 
Silk Piece Goods. - - - -1 

[0>tton Piece Goods - 90,36,162 72,47,460 24,65,990 I,S7,48,602 
819-20l SIlk - - - - 79,04,242 4,505 7,10,398 86,19,145 

Silk Piece Goods, - 26,30,919 27,622 - - - 26,58,541 
1 

[Cotton Piece Goods - 85,32,656 64,06,247 31,81,726 1,81,20,629 

820-21\ Silk - - - - 82,50,879 - - - 4,30,745 86,81,624 
Silk Piece Goods - 23,07,996 24j79a - - - 23,32,791 

1 

,[C?tton Piece Goods - 77,01,319 1,19,33,388 30,56,832 2,26,91,539 
821-22\ SIlk - - , - - 81,70,638 - - -' 6,83,009 88,53,647 

Silk Piece Goods - 33,28,218 19,621 - - - 33,47,839 
1 

'{Cotton Piece Goods - 79,99,521 65,37,152 31,05,402 1,76,42,075 
822-23 Silk - - - - 81,64,933 - - - 7,93,810 89,58,743 

Silk Piece Goods - 30,67,277 - - - - - - 30,67,277 
1 

rCotton Piece Goods - 58,72,729 71,29,992 , 36,35,773 1,66,38,494 
823-24'l Silk - - - - 66,69,385 - - - 2,90,288 ' 69,49,673 

Silk Piece Goods - 23,79,827 - - - - - - 23,79,827 
1 

{cotton Piece Goods - 42,25,719 31,20,164 29,71J,429 1,03,25,312 
824-25 Silk - - - - 75,46,762 - '- - 2,81,103 77,77,865 

Silk Piece Goods . 33,19,032 1,225 - - - 33,20,257 
1 

rCotton Piece Goods - 34,13,454 26,76,604 35,82,258 95,22,316 
825-26\ SIlk. - - - 81,05,170 3,076 '8,14,198 89,22,444 

Silk Piece Goods - 36,81,0411 3,630 - - - 85,84,679 
1 

[Cotton Piece Goods • 28,51,213 61,85,663 37,40,301 1,27,77,177 
826-27

t 
Silk - - - • 81,70,605 - - , . 3,24,957 84,95,662 
Silk Piece Goods - 28,44,227 7,410 - - - 28,51,637 

1 

r Cotton Piece Goods - 27,56,168 67,05,778 37,62,995 1,32,24,941 , 
827-28\ Silk - - • - 86,53,987 - - - 4,71,449 90,25,436 

Silk Piece Goods - 25,18,906 10,267 - - - 25,29,173 
1 

rC?tton Piece Goods - 21,36,044 70,69,366 34,91,473 1,26,86,883 
82S-2Ut SIlk - - - - 95,61,172 - - - 8,84,614 1,04,45,786 

Silk Piece Goods - 20,43,864 10,223 - - - 20,54,087 
J 

fC.otton Piece Goods - ' 15,27,692 70,72,551 48,83,194 1,20,83,437 
829-301 SIlk - - - - 84,57,411 33,740 8,88,883 88,80,034 

Silk Piece Goods - 25,95,U;8 13,706 - - - 26,08,864 
1 

fCotton Piece Goods - n,18,806 65,69,362 42,10,635 1,08,98,803 
830-31\. Silk - - - - 76,22,688 2,081 5,,~5,222 81,79,836 

Silk Piece Goods - 29,74,238 6,867 - . . 29,81,106 
1 

fCotton Piece Goods - 8,50,971 '63,84,089 86,97,549 1,09,32,609 
831-321 SIlk - - - - 56,62,381 7,553 2,41,968 59,11,892 

Silk Piece Goods -
. 

~3,57,969 3,449 - -- - 83,61,418 
1 

fCotton Pie<:e Goods - _8,45,579 62,04,422 34,75,082 1,05,25,083 
832-33l Silk - - • - 55,01,230 - - - 2,07,928 n,09,J58 

Silk Piece Goods • 30,32,736 17,466 - - . 30,50,202 
1 

rCotton Piece Goods • 6,97,862 61,45,789 37,29,645 1,05,72,746 
833-34 t Silk - - - • 60,25,111 1,637 3,79,123 64,05,877 

, Silk Piece Goods 32,86,864 14,712 - - - 33,01,576 
1 

o·3~· DD4 (contin ... d) 
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lit Pebrunry lS4B. Cotton Piece Goods, &cc., exported from the Three Presidencies-continuffl . 

H. Hunter, Esq. 

. 
BBIIGAL. MA.DILU. BOBBAY. TOTA.L. 

• Rupees. Rrptes. Rupeu.· Rupetl . 

[Cotton Piece Goods - 8,14,231 74,37,264 34,96,390 1,17,47,87.~ 

1834-35\. Silk - - - - 49,17,112 - - - 3,06,349 62,23,661 
Silk Piece Goods - 30,87,467 17,849 - . - 31,06,306 

. {cotton Piece Goods • 7,71,301 67,67,968 44,16,083 1,19,64,342 
1836-36 Silk - - - • 47,92,188 - . - 9,92,493 1'>7,84,681 

Silk Piece Goods - 35,09,907 7,746 - - - 36,17,663 

{cottOn Piece Goods - 7,69,3711 72,66,480 4:;,46,1119 1,25,82,778 
1836-37 Silk - - - - 73,03,666 3,589 6,52,744 79,59,889 

Silk Piece Goods - 52,01,203 16,964 . - . 62,18,167 

-?V0t •. -~e Exports of Pi~c!l Goods from Madras and Bombay since 1813-14 appear 
to \Delude P,ene Goods of Bntish manufacture, but to what extent cannot be ascertained. 
as the reports of external commerce of those Presidencies do not exhibit the particulars of 
the Imports re-exported. . 

The Raw Silk exported f"om Bombay appears to consi~t principally of Imports from 
Chiua and from the Persian Gulf: . 

East India House, 1 
Secretary's Office, Accounts Branch,! 

19 February 1848. 

Hu.qh Hunter, Esq" called in; and Examined. 

2358. Chairman.] I ~ELIEVE you resided in the Mauritius from the year 1828 
to the year 18451--1 dId .. 

2359. And from the year 1840 to the year 1845 'you were a member of the 
Legislative Council V-I was. 

~360. You are a co-propritltor of estates in the Mauritius 1-1 am. 
2361. And the crop on your estate for the year 1846 produced 4,500 tons of' 

sugar 1'-, It did. . 
2362. The whole of which was exported to Great Britain ?-It was. 
2363. Yon employed, I believe, 3,500 labourers 1-About 3,000. 
2364. And your estates are situ;lted in the most fertile part of the island of 

Mauritius 1'-1 consider them to be some of the very best estates in the island. 
2365. I belie~'e you made a calculation of the comparative cost, of slave and 

Coolie labour in the colony of the Mauritius V-I did. May I be allowed to 
explain to your lordship that part oOt relative to my being posseEsed of slaves at 
the period before the emancipation took place. I was proprietor of one estate 
before the emancipation took place; that is, before the change took place from 
slavery to apprenticeship. During t~e time they were in slavery or apprentice
ship, the Afr~ans were fed three days in a week from manioc, which is the 
cassada of the West Indies; we use it there for the preparation of land. for the 
renewing of the crops, in the same way as you use turnips in this country; it 
costs nothing in the cultivation of it, where children keep the land clean till such 
time as it is sufficiently high from the ground; and the nature of the stem is, that 
it throws out its branches horizontally, anll by that means the leaves cover the 
earth in a certain degree, and it changes the leaf several times during the year, 

. and those leaves falling down on the ground decay, and form manure; but 
besides that, the root itself keeps the land fresh and moist, and. restores its 
strength very much indeed; I speak of land so manured as old land. 

2366. Mr. lIlites.] Was this under slaveryl'-Yes, we do not use it now; I 
will explain to the Committee the reason why the cost is so. severe upon us of 
the importation of. food. The men preferred this manioc, and we gave it to them 
three days a week; the cost of that I put down as nothing; and four days in the 
week we fed the men on rice, which we imported from Calcutta. 

2367. At how much a ton ?-The allowance. for each man was about two bags 
and a fraction per head per annum; I have P!lt it at two bags and a half to ma~~ 
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it a round number, which came to 11. 158. for rice. The cost of salt fish was 
about 1,. 6d. a month; it was not so much, but I have put it down at that, 
making, 18s. per annum, which makes 2[. 138. for food. The clothing, which 
was two shirts, two trousers, a hat and blanket, came to 148. a year each man j 

and the medical attendance and medicine about a dollar, which is 48. • 
2368. Altogether it was 3/. 11 s. per head for food aud clothing, and medical 

attendance! - Yes. 
2369. Have you any e~timate of the present cost of free labourers on the same 

estate ?~-Ihave; on almost all the est3ltlts, they are nearly the same j taking the 
last average of the wages which I have received from the island are four dollars, 
or 16&. a month j there are some men at three dollars, and others at three and a 
half, and the sirdars or headmen, or overseers, receive, perhaps, five dollars (I am 
not speaking of the superior overseers, but of men in the same class, men who 
take care of the engines, and so on), the average, as nearly as possible, including 
those men, is seven dollars a month, or 288. for food and clothing, and that 
makes 16[. 168. a year. ' 

:1370. Then you make the cost of subsistence more per month for the Coolie, 
exclusi ve of his wages, than it was under slavery!-Very much more; it is as 
16 guineas is to 3 I. lJ s. 

2371. How does that come about j what do you feed them on r-. The·reason 
of that is this; we have been obliged to renew the labouring class entirely 
from India who do not eat the manioc; they will eat nothing but what they 
have been accustomed to in India, which has obliged liS to import the whole 
of the food of the island from India; we cultivate the manioc to a certain 
extent ~ti\l, for the reason I have given for renewing the land; we cultivate a 
few fields, 20 or 30' acres, for that purpose; some estates do not cultivate it, and 
it is a very small matter, and we are obliged to import the whole of the food of 
those men; the importation of rice during slavery was 15,000 bags a month, 
or 180,000 bags a year; it is now about 450,000 bags j in addition to the wages 
and food lind clothing, and those matters, we pay a contract stamp, which is 
renewed e,oery year; for every new man brought in, the contract is 11. the first 
year, and in the second year it is 108.; but I have taken no accollnt of that. 

2372. They only now continue one year under contract?-As' soon as one 
year's contract has expired, they very seldom re-engage; a proportion of them 
do remain, but thl' greater portion change, and go into the town as shopkeepers, 
or settle as squatters in different directions; and that has been one of our great 
evils, the constant demand for fresh people. There are special taxes levied 
for defraying the cost of immigration, upon wines and different articles, that 
falls upon the consumer, and the proportion of that which falls upon each pro
prietor I put down at 11.; medical attendance and medicine is 48., the same 
as it was during the slave times; it is precisely the same law that regulates 
that. 

2373. That makes 19/.a year for each Coolie labourerf-Yes. 
2374. Do you consider the soil of the Mauritius peculiarly favourable for the 

growth of the sugar cane ?-Very much so indeed. 
~37o~o It is of volcanic origin, which is considered particularly good for Sligar 

cultivation 1-1t is of volcanic origin; therefore it is a friable kind of stone, 
which, in a certain degree, decomposes by the action of the sun and rain upon 
it; there is always a little decomposition going on, which is a means of renewing 
the soil; and it is for that reason that this volcanic soil is considered so good 
for the sugar cultivation. 

2376. Aloe there not large stones or rocks there, sprinkled all through the 
island, like plums in a pudding ?-They are much closer together than the 
plums I have seen in the putidings of the midshipmen's mess; that puts it entirely 
out of our power to do anything with agricultural implements; it has been 
tried, and it has completely failed; in fact, several fatal accidents occurred ; 
when they were dragging the plough pretty quickly through the earth, they 
came in contact with large stones, that turned the plough, so that it struck the 
side of the man who was directing it, and one man died from that. 

2377. It is quite impossible to use the plough~-Yes; inland, there are some 
fields in the islalld'where the plough might be used, but very few, but they do 
use it sometimes; mr impression is from practical experience that the cane 
,.ould not last any time In that soil, because the peeulitlf property of the cane
root is that it shoots upwards, instead of going downwards, and therefore Ilnleu 

~·33. E 2 rflU 

H.Hq8'''', Erq. 

II }°ebrua'Y 18+8. 
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11. Hunter, Esq. you go down a certain deptb in the mrth, in a very short time the roots become 
~xposcd; and vou have to throw the laud over them again 01' to re-plant; tbe 

.,z! Febru.,,'Y IF48. holes are about 12 inches in depth, and we dig down till we get l.o sub-soil; 
. but it is generally cunsidered that the continuance of this rock. or stones iu 

the land is advantageolls to the land by sheltering it to a certain dl'gree from the 
SlIn, and keeping it cool and woist. 

2378. In the ~ame way that the flints of Hampshire and Wiltshire are con
sidered to be ad"antageous to tbe 51·ils. of ~bat cOllntry t-Precisely so; when 
we find one of tht·se large paves, willch IS the French term for. them, and 
which is sometimes as large as tl,is room, and is a solid st.one, we dig round it, 
and we always find that the canes, close to the edge of the pave, are better from 
that verv circumstance, that JoeM not shelter tbem from the sun, but the moisture 
is preservl'd. . 

2379. ThereforE', if yon were to grub up all those stones to enable you to use 
agricultural implements, you would impair the fel'tiiity of the soil 1-So mucb 
so that an estate, of which I was joint proprietor, where the stones had been 
formerly heaped up, I set the people to demolish those heaps of stones, and 
spread them over the ground, and then underneath those 8tone8 we had a c('rtain 
portion of new land. . 

2;380. With rocky soil of the description of the Mauritius, the land is of 
course generally dry ?-It is; rain filters through in a very rapid way, and that i" a sign of the goodness of the land, because whenever soil is c1aY"J, the proof 
of that is. that after a ht'avy rain you will find the water remains upon it, the 
IJOles get filled, and there the water remains, which is a very had sign of the 
substratum. underneath. 

!<38t. Drainage would almost be a work of supererog-at!on with such soil as 
you ha ve in the Mauritius?-Y e8, we want draining from IIeaven, instead of drain
ing oli' the land. 

23$2. In your own manufacture of sugar, you hal'e t1te most improved 
machinery in great abundance f-We have the finest mills in our manufactorie~ 
from Glasgow. London and Liverpool, mills running for 10 and 12, to 16 and 20 
hOI'se power; in ~evef'dl establishments the neW plan of boiling in vacuo of Ilcl'One 
and Caille in France is used; I have now introdnc('d it on my estatrs; no 
expense has been spared in that respect by the proprietors in the Mauritius. in 
their anxiety to do everytbing they can, not only to extract the most from the cane, 
but to impro\'e the 'luality of the sugar by every means; I will come pr,'Sently 
to show how far the proprietors hal'e of their own enterprise, and at their own 
cost, paid an enormons sum of inoney for the introduction of labour, which is a 
proof that they have not been WAnting in exert.ions to make the most of the island. 

2.'31:l3. E"erything that enterprise and capital could do fol' the imprOl'emt'nt of 
the island of the Maurit.ius has been dund-It has as far as possible, in fact 
as far as regards myself: it. has involved everything that I posi!pssed. 

2384. The house in which you are embarked in the culti\'lllion of the sngarcane 
in the Mauritius about the year 1825, did it not~-No; I did nut go to the island 
till 1828, and after that it was sel'erai years before we had anything to do with 
the cnltivation of sugar. I ~uppose it was about 1831 that we commenced. 

238.'1. But. the cultivation· of the sugar cane had made great progress before 
t.he year 1828 1--lt had. In ]825 !'I fl'. Huskisson passed a Bill in the House of 
Commons for putting the Mauritius on the same footing, as rl'gards dlltie~, as the 
West Indies; previously it had been on the same footing as the East Indies, 
which was, I thinl(, 9 s. 01' 10 s. differential. 

2386. Can YOIl state the amount of exports of sugar from the island from 
·1 83:l 1- From 1832 to 1841, the exports of sugar from the island were about 
from 30,000 to 35,000 tons per annum. . • 

:.!3~i. The return which I have, gives 4,680 tons as the amount of imports 
into Great Britain from the Mauritius in the year 1825 1-Tl1at will not give 
you a correct account of' the quantity produced in t.he island. because a certain 
proportion of the raw sugars was taken to the Cape of Good Hope and the South 
Australian colonies. 

2388. I believe emancipation took place in H!34, and that the island of 
Mauritius received compensation for 64,000 1-Sixty-four thonsand one hundred 
slaves; I was a member of the committee of indemnity, as it was termed, and 
; assisted in making a distribution of the whole sum among the estates in the 
iSland. 

2389. In 
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2389. In that compensation, the island of Mauritius considered itself defrauded 
of part of the entire amount which was fairly due to it, namely, 2,000 slo\'es r-· 
That is quite true, 64,100 was not the correct number on the books of the 
reo-ister of sla .. es; 1 will explain that; in consequence of the differences that 
ar~e, from one gentleman succeeding another, some of the slaves were omitted 
to be regi~tered; the hooks were not made up in 1832, nor signed, nor sent to 
this country; the census was taken in 1832, but on comparing that with the 
printed papers which I had of the previous four years, I found upwards of 2,000 
decrease, which was unaccounted for";· 1 made the application of the general 
rule of the comparison of births to deaths, and I found in taking the population 
of former years, that there wel'e 2,000 which ought to have been returned in 
1834, which did not appear; the Registrar was called upon to give his books, 
and he said they were not complete, and he could not give them in, hut he 
would state the number on the books, and he stated the numbel liS 64,100. 
I brought this to the notice of the Procureur-&"eneral, Mr. Jeremie, and he 
applied to the Registrar, and found that my calculation and statement were 
correct; there were some 2,000 more on his books, but not having been regularly 
entered in 1832, they had the right of coming in in 1834, and showing som~ 
I'easons fOI" having been omitted in the census; they were still classed in the 
books as slaves, but the property of the proprietors was affected by that 
omission; the law allowed two censuses to go over before they became forfeited. 
The return had been made to England by the first trading ship of 64,100, but 
the Registrar of slaves, acknowledged that there were 2,000 more legally on his 
books, that had not been returned in 1832, and who would have been given in iIi. 
11134 had there been u census then; but we lost the indemnity for 2,000, which 
the proprietors would have had, if the law had ordered another census in 1834; 
but at the same time they do not make much complaint of t.hat. 

2390. Sir Edward Burton.] Was any attempt made to recover that money? 
- An application was made, but it was too late; the apportionment had 
been made in England, before our application came home, among the 19 
colonies; they had taken the first return from the c(immittee of the island 
of 64,100, and apporti('ned that with the other colonies of the 'Vest Indies; and 
there/ore the answer to the representation that we made was, that it was too 
late; that the apportion ment had taken place among the 19 colonies, and it could 
not he altered. . 

2391. Chairman.] I believe the Government valu.: for slaves in the Mauritius 
was 691. 14." or 70/. per headf-It was. 

2392. The compensation upon the actual numher of slaves in the island was 
31/. 108. ad. per head f -Yes; 40 per cent. of the value ofthe slaves; the gene
ral average, I think, was under 31/. 

2:i9.l. Whilst the Act of 18·33 gave seven years of apprenticeship, I believe 
three years of that apprenticeship-were cut down in the Mauritius without allY 
compensation at all I-Exactly; the precise number of years I cannot take upon 
myself to say; but the total abolition of apprenticeship took place in the month 
of March 1839; it is very easy to refer to what the Act stated as the time at 
which apprenticeship should cease, and to ascertain the difference between that 
and the time at which it actually ceased, and the advantage of that the planters 
were deprived of without receiving any compensation. 

2394. I believe, notwithstanding all those drawbacks, trusting in the probity 
of Parliament, and the assertions of the leading memhers of both Houses of 
Parliament, the colony of the Mauritius made the most st.renuous efforts to 
carryon the cultivation of sugar from 1837, and even earlier?-It did; it began 
in 1834. This is the report ofa committee of couucil that was appointed in the 
Mauril.i.us, to inquire into the labour and Indian immigration question, of whidi 
th" rhal1"man was Mr. Howson; the Treasurer and Paymaster-general. 

239.~. }'fIo. lIliles.] In what year was that ?-It is dated "Port Louis, July 
Htlt,I845." Pllrag-ragh 46 of .this report states, .. Between 1834 to 1839, 
25,468 individnals were introdueed at the sole expense of the planters and mer
chaut~, and at a cost amounting to not less than lol. elich, or an ag-grl'gate of 
254,6801.; to which must be anded a further S4m of 20,000/. to 30,000i. for the 
return pas~ngcs of those whom the planters w"re engaged to ~end back." Thev 
were mpn who came uuder ay'rm of engagement for five ypars, on condition that 
Ht the .·nd of the five years, If they ('hose, they should ha"e their return passage 
. 0 ." \ 'd ",)_. EE2 .unl ; 
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H: Hafller; Eaq. paid; those who applied for. the retu~ P!lssage at the end of the five year. were 
sent back, and those who did not clBlm 1t at the l'nd of the five years, lost their 

.1 Fe!naary l848• claim to the passage back; that was the sti pulation in the contract. The second 
immigration was under the one-year contract system, but this first was a private 
enterprise, at the private cost of the proprietort!, and the expense amounted to 
254,6801.; a proof that the colonies have not been wanting in their endeavours 
to keep the cultivation up. 

2396, I believe the first cost of those Coolies was from 71. to 10 I. a head ?_ 
Yes. 

2397. That arose from the circumstance that the immigration was new; that 
no preparations had bef!n made, and therefore there was greater cost thlln 
afterwards occurred in gettiug the Coolies togetherf-It arose from this; that we 
gave them six months' wages in Calcutta, before embarklltion; but the cost of 
bringing the men with their provisions did not amount to 71. in the first 
instance. 

2398. The result of that experiment, as far as regards the cultivation of sugar 
plantations and the interest of the colony, was very successful ?-It was most 
satisfactory, the men under the five years' engagement, were happy and comfort
able in themselves, they became attached to their masters, and thev made vast 
sums of money. With regard to those who returned to India at the end of the 
fife years, I will show the average sum of money that they took back. In this 
clause, the Committee is comparing the present system of immigration with the 
former. which was under contracts for five years; the present is under one-year 
contracts. The Indians being by nature averse, and by habit unaccustomed, to 
8teady labour, and being withal ofa capricious and rovinr? disposition, enter 
lIpon a yearly engagement, without any desire or intention 01 remaining in the 
same employment after the expiration of the term; hence they do not become 
attached either to the place or the employer I 30,000 Indians re-engaged before 
the stipendiary magistrates in 1844, of whom 20,000 must have changed their 
employment; they have, therefore, no ind~cement to raise stock, such as pigs, 
goats and poultry, or to keep gardens, which were sources of large proSt an.l 
comfort to the Indians under the five years' engagement, but which to an unsettled 
and shifting population would only be a 1058 and incumbrance; "that is to say, 
if a man left his place of residence at the end of one year's engagement, he 
would be encumbered by taking away the live stock that he had obtained during 
'that engagement." " It may be mentioned that the poultry of one man returning 
to India 'was bought by his master for 92 dollars; the sums amassed by old 

. Indians were very large, 90 men leaving one proprietor to return to Inclia, took 
",ith them 13,134 dollars, or 145 dollars each; 27 leaving another, took away 
4,575 dollars, or 169 dollars each; many have left with sums varying from 
200 to 500 dollars, and a chief sirdar on one estate took with him 1,500 dollars; 
those who are acquainted with the condition of these men in India, and the 
value of such sums in that country, will appreciate the importance of this 
statement:" Three men who had been seven years with me on my estate, 
wished to return to India; they came to me. with 2,240 dollars, which they were 
afraid to take back in specie, and they asked me for a hoondie, which is B bill of 
exchange, on my friends in India to pay them in Calcutta; that hoondie was 
given them ; 'they had been seven years in my service; those were under five 
years' engagement. . 
. 2:399. Notwithstanding those large proSts upon the wages of their labour, [ 
believe the planters prospered very much under that system ?-During those five 
years we throve very well indeed. ' 

2400. During the whole' conrse of tbose fi ve years, the planters were making 
considerable profits ?-They were in a very good condition; the estates changed 

.hands and were rapidly liquidating. . . 
. 2401. Was there any vagabondage ?-Very little indeed; the report will show 

that the proportion of vagabondage and absenteeism under the old system was 
nothing as compared witli what it is now; there are two or three names given 
to absentees from estates; there are some classed under the name of maroona, 
that is, those who absent themselves from estates altogether; and others are 
temporary absentees, such as for two or three or five days in the week; the 
report 'shows the numbers remaining' in the colony from the first immigration 
under five years' contracts to be 11,000 ; that at the end of the five yeart!, instances 
are k.nown of nearly half the labourers re-engaging for another year on the 

I8me 
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same estates; on 'others, 30 per cent. and 20 per' cent. are assumed to have H.Hunkr, FAg; 
changed mastel'S, or to have become hawkers, servants, &c· ; accounting for the '. 
remaining 10,700 of the first immigration; the first'immigration consisted of !II Pe~ary 18411. 
25,000; a great number of those returned to India, and there remained J 1,000. 
or 50 per cent. 

24011. At the end of that period all the estates were in a very good condition' . 
-They were in a very good condition in 1839. 

2403. And you had increased the exportation of sugar to Great Britain from 
4,680 tons in 1825, to 30,360 tons in .18391-1 consider that in 1839 there 
were from 30,000 to 35,000 tons produced; 30,000 tons appears to have come 
to England, but from 2,000 to 3,000 tons always go to the Cape of Good Hope 
and South Australia. 

2404. I believe, unhappily for the colunies of the Mauritius, this system tllat 
had been working so prosperously for the planters and the Coolies, was entirely 
reversed in 1839 1-It was. . 

2405. An Order in Council came out suddenly, putting a stop to immigration, 
and that was unfortunately done contemporaneously with the cessation of 
apprenticeship ?-·Precisely; both took place together; I think the apprentice~ 
ship ceased by proclamation in the island in the middle of March 1889; I was 
on my return to England at the time, and when I arrived in England in May, 
I found that the im migration had also been stopped: so that we lost our 
apprentices, and the door was shut to our having any fresh immigrants. 

2406. Wage~, I believe, rose from lOB. a month to 408 •. amonth,?-Wages 
lOse gt'Bdually from 1839 to 1843, when the new men camel in 1841 and 1842, 
they were as high as from nine dollars and nine dollars-and-a-half to ten dollars, 
which is 368., 888; and 408 • 

. 2407. The natural consequence of which was that estates fell into a ruinous 
condition, and the export of' the crop to England fell from 30,360 tons in 1839 
to .23,770 tons in 1843 ?-The crop, 1 think, of 1842 and 184~ respectively Wall 
60,000,000 of poundd, which is 25,000 tons, and 67,000,000 of pounds, which 
.is 27,000 tons; .but that will not be shown in the returns of the exportation, 
.because always a certain proportion goes to the colonies, but with that propor
tion they exported in two years 26,000 tons each year, which is equal to 7,000 
tons diminution ; the loss to me, inthose two vears, was 1,500 tons. 
. 2408. This is an official return of the exp~rtR to Great Britain. yours com
prisesthe entire export. to Great Britain, the Cape of Good Hope, and other 

; places ?-Yeij; in 1839 it was from 67,000,000 to 70,000,000 of pounds. 
2409. Notwithstanding all this. the colony went on at the end of 1843, 

making great efforts, and advancing large sums for the cultivation, and for 
machinery, and other improvements?-We commenced a new immigration in 
1848, but during the period from 1839 to 1843 we could not gei sufficient 
labourers; the consequence was that estates fell rapidly into decline j that was 
the case with several estates which I had to do with; one estate in particular 
which had produced 600 tons of sugBf in 1840, did not produce 300 tons in 
1843 and 1844. 

2410. In 1843, when immigration was permitted again·, though the contracts 
,were limited only to one year, you again embarked fresh capital, and made 
renewed efforts in the cultivation of sugar?-We did, to a large extent~ 

2411. '''hat has been the result of those contracts for one year only ?-They 
. have worked remarkably badly. , 

2412. From that. period, or rather from the earlier period of 18311, dates the 
ernormOU8 increase of vagabondage ?-From 1843 j perhaps yon will allow me 
to explain, that we were buoyed up with hopes in 1843. Her Majesty's Order 
in Council, authorizing the removal of immigration, passed in 1842; it took 
effect in 1843,. and as the Committee-are well aware, in 1841 a resolution was 
carried against' the then Government, expressive of the opinion of Parliament, 
that slave-grown BUgar should never be admitted for consumption into this 
countr¥ in competition with our own free-labour sugar. A general election took 
place Immediately after this, on which occasion a large majority was returned 
to Parliament, in favour of that resolution; I think there were 90 returned to 
the House in favour of that resolution oC 1841, thus showing that the people 
()f England were quite opposed to the consumption of slave-grown sugar 10. this 
-country. We placed implicit reliance on these. expressed opinions of the people 
of England, aud also on the repeated declarations of the eminent statesmen ill 
in bOl h Houses of Parliament, that the laws favouring the colonies WQ.uld nev~r be 
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impaircd,by allowing the ~mpetit.ion of slave·grown sugnr with our own. And 
onlooking at the e\;dence !Pve~ ~y Mr •. DeaC?D Hume before. a Committee of 
this House in 1840-1 thmk It 18 published ID a blue boak, lD 1841-he, 1\Ir. 
Deacon Hume who is considered as the father of free trade, stated, .. That I!O 

Ion'" as sUg'dr~ ... produced by slaves in foreign colonies, it was an article that 
could never be hrOlJO"ht into the category of free trade;" those are his exact 
word~. On the faith °of those opinions t'x pressed by the pecple of England, and 
by the Parliament of Great Britain, and lastly by Mr. Deacon Hum(', we made 
tile greatest exertions, by advancing fresb capital for macbioery and the payment 
of wages, and we brought the crops from 26,000 tons to 65,000 tons in 1846 ; 
and just at the moment when we hoped to reap the benefit of our exertions, we 
were most unexpectedly met by the Bill of 1846, which dashed our hopes til 
the ground; for myself, I most distinctly say, that 1 never would have gone 
more deepl~' into the affairs of cultivation, if I could for one moment have 
supposed the possibility of this Act of 1846 being passed. This was no reckll'Ss 
or ill-founded speculation, it was based upon what we considered the must 
sacred gUa'rantees and pledges of the British Parliament and the Bl'ili,h 
people; I never would have put one sixpence into the land of the l\lauritius; 1 
did not require it at tbat time; but unquestionably, if I had, 1 would not have 
put one sixpence into the ground but for that pledge. 1 did not go into any 
J'eckless speculation, but I went on what 1 consider tbe most sacred pledges that 
could be given to an Englisbman. 

2413. You relied upon tbe.sentiments expressed by the Parliament, and by 
the people of the entire country, at the general election of 1841 'I-Yes. 

2414. And if the worst came to the worst, you expected that if the Whig~ 
returned to office again, you would have 128. differential duty 1-1 heard that 
there was an oifer made to the West India body of 128. as a fixed duty; but 
I confl'ss that when I went into this, I relied upon the publici v declared senti. 
ments of the most eminent and leading men in both Houses of Parliament, ami 
that, too, confirmed by the general election; and I felt myself as safe in embark· 
ing my property in the sugar cultivation as though I had my property in the 
Bank in London; and I was the victim of putting reliance upon such calcula· 
tions. 

~4i5. You consider yourself a victim, not of any 1".1511 or i\1·founded specu
lation, but entirely of the bad faith of Parliament and of the country 1-
Precisely. 

2416. I believe of five great mercantile houses whicb haye been connected 
witb estates in the Mauritius, directly or indirectly, four have failed since the 
Sugar Bill of 1846 came into operation ?-They bave. 

241 j. And those four houses have advanced one million anll a half sterling 
for the cultivation of sugar in the Mauritius? -According to t.he statem('nts 
which are published, and. accessible to every body, of the state of their affairs, 
they appear to have that amount vested in landed property in the Mauritius, 
trusting entirely, I suppose, to the same guarantees as I trusted to. 

2418. Those investments have been made between the vear of elilancipation 
and the present time ?-Ye~, subsequently to the emancipation; what thl'ii' 
failure took it~ origin from, I am not prepared to say; but I believe that Reid, 
Ir\'ing & Company's affairs had taken their extension since the emancipation; the 
othel'S I d~ not know so much about. 

2419. I believe, on the 30th of June 1846, when Sir Robert Peel's admini~
tration left power, tbe Gazette average price of Mauritius sugar was 358. 10d.? 
-The price on the 30th of June 1846 was 358. lod., and on the 7th of July of 
the same year, it wa~ 31s., a fall of 4 s. 10 d. 

2420. That was owing to the advent of the free traders t.o pO\\'er ?-I suppose 
it was. The gentlemen of MincinO'.lane are very well able to watch their own 
interests; and I suppose they sawOthere was reason to pay 48. 10d. Jess dlau 
they had been paying; but whether it was owing to this particular cause or to 
that, I cannot say. 

2421. Four shillings and ten-pence upon the import of 60,000 tons of sugar 
would be something like 290,000 I. ,-Yes, that was the depreciation then merely 
upon the expectation of something going to tak(' pluet>. The scll~rs of sugar 
r.anuot bolster"p the prie<>; it is the groct'rs and relin .. rs who huy It, aud they 
:are. people Wilh their !'Jes opeu. ' 

2422. I :'clie\·~ 



SELECT COMMITTEE ON SUGAR AND COFFEE PLANTING. illS. 

'. 2422. I believe the sugar consigned to. those four houses which failed. It.Hu,,,.,,E'''I< 
amounted to 28,000 tons f-About 28,000 tons. . 

2423. The fall in the price having been 12/. a ton. that would make a dif- 01 February·t848 •. 
ference of about 336,000/. f-Yes. , 

2424- That would be the amount of loss upon the produce consigned to them?, 
-Precisely. 

2425. In the balance sheet, it would show a difference of 336,000/. ?-Yes. 
2426. Can you state what the price of Mauritius sugar was in December 

1.846 and in December 1847 ?-On tla& 28th of December 1846, the price was 
321. 2id., and on 28th December 1847 it was 228. 2d. . 

2427. Mr.lIloffatt.] What is the price now?-The Gazette average price: is 
about 238., barely 80 much.. • 

24:2 8. Cllairmtln.] This sugar so consigned to these fonr mercantile houses is 
the growth of estates, which either belong to those me~chants, or arehypothe
eated to them r-Certainly. . 

2429. Therefore the reduction to the amount of 336,000/. a year, at the ordi
'Iary calculation of 1 0 years' purchase, would be equivalent to a loss of 3,360,000 I. 
of capital ?-Certainly; and moreover, if that difference in price had not taken 
place, and the prospects were not so gloQmy as they are at this moment, if we, 
were not in fact in utter despair, those estates would have been valuable, and 
"light have been sold for the benefit of themselves or others. 

:l430. But now they al'eperfectly unsaleable I-They are. 
2431. Is it your opiuion that with a differential duty of lOs. per cwt. the. 

colony could produce sugar profitably to a large amount?-Yes. 
2432. To what amount ?-It depends upon the number of people; if we had 

rpally efficient labour, the amount would be very large i but I consider that the 
lubour we have now, though the labourers are many in number, is not real 
efficient labour; sugar cultivation requires constant, continuous .and assiduous: 
labour, to make it at all answer i it is not like the cultivation of fields in this 
country, wher(', when you have ploughed the land and sown it, you can let it lie;. 
but you have to go over the land to keep it clean, and when the crop has arrived; 
to maturity, yon must cut and grind it, and manipulate it as regularly on the 
same day that you cut it as it is possible. 

2433. Have you made any cal~ulation of the difference in the amount of 
work performed by the negroes at the time· they were slaves, and the amount, 
performed by the Coolies in the first, second and third years of their education,. 
if I may so call it 1-1 have i and I would refer again to the paragraph 17 of 
this Report, which 88Y8: "It is clearly proved by the evidence taken before 
your Committee" (and there is a reference to t~at evidence in the margin), 
.. nnd hy the comparath'e statements of labour perfow,ed by ditfere::Jt classes of 
!Hbourers, that for the first few months after their arrival, a large portion of the 
jlldians are exceedingly inefficient through sickness and.weakness, and are able 
to perform but a small portion of an ordinary task: that, until they have passed 
a year in the colony, they are not capable of the more difficult and fatiguing 
duticij of a plantation i and that they do not become effective labourers until 
they have been employed a conple of Fars or more at this kind of labuur. 
This statement is perfectly consistent with the faets that the Indians are generally 
unaccustomed to hard and continuous labour of any kind in their own country, and 
that the gl'cater part of the immigrants introduced by the merchants belong 
to the non-pl'oodial classes. It is stated in evidence, that the daily task of a slave 
was usually in digging 100 holes: in· cutting canes, two to three cart-Ioad!il, cut 
and cleared; and in cleaning 800 feet by four or five feet of ground :. the ex-ap
pr<'Dticl's performed about one-fifth less, viz., 80 holes; two cart-loads, and 600 
frct of clt·aning. Indians, after their second yt!ar, will perform the !<arne 
'juantity or work; but during, the first year their task does not usually exceed 
30 or 40 holes, and one or one and a half cart-load of canes Cllt; the average 
loss, th"refore, under this head, ~ompared with slave-labour" (this is speaking of 
lIIave-la.bour under tha. mitigated IOrm of slave-labour in ollr own colonies) 
.. may be estimated at 60 per cent. for new Indians, and 20 per cent. for old 
lUlliuu~, or an average of 33 per cent.; reducing further the labour of the 
"'''l'kiu!; hnndsaDlong the Indian population to the complement of 17,034 
ellicil·ut. men." 

2434. You divide the scal~ of the Coolie labour into three grades, the lirst 
y,'u'r, II,,· 8t'COlld year, and the third year?-Yl>. i I consider, spE'liking from my 
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11. S-. Eoq. own practical knowledge of the working of a sugar plantation, that in the first 
, year of apprenticeship they dug from ,so to 40 ~ane-holes a day; that in the I' F~ 18,.& second year the Coolie dug 60, and In the thIrd year 80; the slaves berore 

apprenticeship digging 100 cane-holes a day, and the ex-apprentices during 
apprenticeship 80 cane-holes: thus the Coolie performs in the first year six-tenths, 
and in the second year four-tenths less labour than the slave, and the apprentice 
two-tenths or one-fifth less. 

2435, And it is not till the third year that the labour of the Coolie hecomes 
. equivalent to that of the ex-apprentice !-No; and his labour is always less than 
the labour of the slave under the British legislation produced to the planter. 

2436• For those three years four-tenths less labour than the slave, the Coolie 
is paid 191. II. year, whereas the slave cost sl. lIB. only for a larger amount of 
labour ?-Exactly; there is S3 per cent. less labour, and the cost is in the pro-
portion of sl. 11 B. to 19/. . . 

243'7. I believe the manufacture of sugar is generally performed on the estate 
separately ?:.....It is. 

2438. But are there not instances where small proprietors who have not 
capital enough to enable them to erect buildings send their canes to be. as it i~ 
called, passed by the adjoining mill V - Yes. 

2439. Is that found to answed-It is found to answer in II. small way: if that 
is with reference to central manufactories, it is a different point; but a person 
who has a mill must judge of the power he is possessed of, and his mill being 
only able to grind a certain quantity of cane during the period of crop-time, he 
will not engage with his neighbour, unless he is sure of passing his own, and 
also passing that additional quantity; if he engages to pass a larger quantity for 
his neighbour he must increase his establishment by having more power, and he 
must enlarge his buildings so as to have boxes to cure the sugar in: in fact, he 
must enlarge his whole establishment. 

2440. And is there not great danger of incipient fermentation, if there is any 
delay in grinding the cane!.-. Yes; the cane must be ground immediately, and 
the more readily it is passed to the mill after being cut the better is the result. 

2441. Then, I presume the probability is, that if a planter had a large mill, he 
would take care to grind his own canes before he ground his neighbours' canes r 
-There would always be a conflict of interest between the parties, and if he 
engaged with several to grind their canes, every man would be calling out for his 
own cane to be /!:found before his neighbour's. 

2442". If a mill-owner contracted to take canes in the raw state, it would be 
necessary for him to have a very large establishment of cattle and carts to bring 
the canes to the mill ?-Certainly; those who pass canes for what they call ale 
et demi, that is, half and half, the proprietor of the mill sends his cart and brings 
his cane, and he divides the produce between the proprietor of the land and the 
miller, as it is called; he takes the miller's share. . 

~443. If Lord Grey's tl:teory was to be carried into practice of centralized 
mills upon a large scale in the same way as flour mills are constructed and used 
in this country, the miller wonld have to bring canes by cattle at considerable 
cost'!~1t must necessarily be so, because the estates in the Mauritius are very 
large; 'they run from 800 acres to 2,000 acres, and therefore, if you undertake 
ro have centml establishments for neighbouring lands, some of the canes must 
come from a very great distance. . . 

2444, And the man who brought his canes rrom a distance could not possibly 
compete with 'the man whose canes were handy to the mill ?-Certainly not. 

244.5. As we all know, the produce of flour and bran from wheat is, in weight, 
v·ery nearly the same as the weight of the wheat itself V-That I cannot answer ; 
I am not much of a miller. 

2446. But J believe that in the case of canes, it requires from 10 to 15 tons of 
~w cane to produce one ton of sugar?-We calculate it in this way,-we con
Sider that one cart holds a ton of canes or 2,ooolbs., ana that it gives from 120 
to ] 40 Ibs. of sugar the cart-load. It is easy to calculate that it does require 
from 10 to 15 tons of raw cane to produce a ton ofsugar. . 

,2417. By Lord Grey's system of centralized mills, the cost of cartage prior to 
grmdmg would therefore be multiplied about fifteen-fold !-Yes. ,: 

2448. ~s ~t possible that the manufacture of sugar could be carried on upon 
such a prwClple as that 1-1 do not think in the Manritius it would answer, for 
the reason I have stated, that estates are 80 large; they pu' up mills quite :~ 
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dent to manipulate the whole of the canes in proper time; but if they undertook H. B_" ~. 
to work and manipulate their n~~ghbours: ~anes at a central mill, they: ?Dust III Febr_Y.l$"&. 
put up additional power, an addItional bolling-house, and make an addItional ' ' 
outlay of capital, which they are not able to do; they have not got it, and they 
could not do that under the existing prospects of the colony. . 
., 2449. The grinding of cane can only proceed' during the crop time 1-0nly 
then; 80 much 50, that the cane must be ground in the proper season. 

2450. How many months is the cane season ?-They begin to get .everything 
in order in the middle of July, and it tlUght to be fini.med, in a good season, by 
Christmas. 

2451. So that it is exactly six months 1'7" Yes; the rainy season commences 
in December, and the heavy rains in January; if you let your canes stand over, 
80 that the canes are' eaught by the heavy rains in January, it is hardly worth 
while to cut them, for the moment the rain falls, the cane-juice loses its 
strength, fresh vegetation takes place, and the juice alters altogether in its 
qualities. 

245'1. If I understand you rightly, if Lord Grey's speculation was attempted 
to be carried out into practice, the mill-owner would have aU his hands and all 
his cattle lying idle for something more than six months out of the twelve!
The additional labour he would have to' engage or add to his establishment 
in the shape of workers of the mill would, as a matter of course, remain un
productive. 

2453. But if I understand rightly, Lord Grey's proposition is,. that there 
should be two distinct classes of tradesmen, the sugar planter and the sugar miller, . 
just as there are the wheat grower and com miller in this country ?-Precisely ; 
I so understand it; but in that ease the whole system must be changed; a man 
who has now 1,000 acres is complete in his establishment; if the whole of the 
adjoining neighbours were to propose to pass the whole of their cane with him, 
I repeat again, he must increase the power of grinding, and that would require 
a very large outlay of capital. 

'1454. But Lord Grey's principle contemplates, as I understand, that the 
miller is not to be' a planter too; I am, therefore, supposing the sugar-grinder 
to do nothing but grind sugar-cane ?-In that case you would have to change 
the whole svstem; if ,we are to suppose two men, one of whom would,. be a 
miller, and'would erect premises for the purpose, and the other of whom would 
be a, proprietor, and do nothing but cultivate his land, that would change the 
whole system as it at present stands; whether it ~ould be profitable or not is a 
matter to be tested by experience; .I am not going to be presumptuous enough 
to say that it would not succeed, or that it would succeed, but, at any rate, it is 
Ii hazardous thing to do, to knock down an old establishment and set up a new 
establishment, which involves Il certain outlay of capital upon a prospective 
gain. 

2455. If I understand you rightly, now the sugar ,planter employs his hands 
and his cattle upon his estate during the crop season in supplying the mill with 
the sugar-cane; but in other seasons of .the year, these same cattle and these 
same men can be turned to other accounts connected witll the cultivation, or 
sugar: but that would not apply to a man who was in no occupation but that 
of a miller; he would have no occupation for his mill-men, and no occupation 
for his cattle in the six months when there was no cane to be ground !-None; 
he would discharge the whole of his .ruen, and, of course, his animals and carts 
would remain there doiug nothing. 

24.Sti. What we call eating their heads otF?-Precisely. 
2457. Then I gather your opinion to be, that Lord Grey's theory, beautiful as 

j~ is, would be perfectly impracticable?-I do not mean to give a positive 
opinion upon it; but my own impression is, that it ~ould not succeed, and 1 do 
not think it would be more economical. 

24.)8. I believe the islaudor, Mauritius has sutFered very considerably from 
the loss of its commerce, by the interruption of amicable relations with the' 
Queen of Mada,,01lscar ?-Very materially indeed; and not only the island of 
Mauritius, but the mother country. 

,24Sg. The Mauritius derived her supplies of cattle, and a large portion of her 
upplies of rice and the orchilla weed from Mada,,"l\SCar!-Yes. • 

!:460. The result· of the interruption of amicable 'relations with the Queen of 
0.3'1. F F Madagasear 
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Madagascar has been to double the price of cattle in the Mnuritius ! - Yes, fully 
to double it. 

2461. And the price of beef has increased tive-fold ?...oThe price of beef in 
former years was from Ii d. to 71d. a lb. I think, if I mistake not, the contract 
price by Government for the supply of the troops was about 14 BOUS, or under 
4d. a lb., or about 4d. In the bazaar, the choice pieces were sold at from 6d. to 
7 d. a lb. According to the last accounts I have from the island, the price paid in 
the bazaar is now 28. 6d. a lb. 

2462. The passage from Calcutta to the Mauritius is 45 days ?-It is, upon 
the average, 45 days. 

2463. From Madras it is 30 days ?-It is. 
2464. From Madagascar it is about fOllr days ?-Madagascar is 450 miles dis

tant from the island of Mauritius; it is all in the south-east trade; going down 
it is from two and a half to three days; coming back, the average. 1 shollid say, 
was 10 days, beating up against the wiud. 

2465. We have before seen, that the cost of your slaves was 3/. 118. a head 
per annum ?-Yes. 

2466. Have you an., reason to suppose that the cost of slaves in Brazil and 
Cuba and Porto Rico IS higher than 3/. U8. per head ?-No, certainly not. 

2467. Have you every reason, on the-contrary, to suppose that the slave-holders 
of Cuba, Brazil and Porto Rico subsist their slaves as cheaply as you 8ubsisted 
your slaves ?-There is no question of it; they raise their own food of Indian 
com, or whatever they feed the slaves upon. 

2468. Then the free traders expect you with Coolies, that cost you 10/. passage 
money, to compete with slave-holders, whilst they restrict your power of getting 
labourers from Bengal and Madras, one of which is 45 days' sail, and the other 
30 days' sail; and when you could get any number of free labourers at 10 days' 
sail from vou ?-Yes. 

2469. You do not consider that that, if it is free trade, is fair trade ?-It is not 
free trade towards us ; yo~ ha!e taken away from us what I consider the cheapest 
labo~r of the two, and whIch IS proved to be the cheapest; and the effect of that 
is, that you refuse to receive from us that which you receive from Brazil or Cuba, 
produced from the cheapest labour; and I therefore say it is not free trade to 
British subjects. -
. 2470. With the capital that you have invested now iu the Mauritius, if you could 

have your old slaves back again, and the old system back again, should you 
be prepared to compete with Cuba, Porto Rico and Brazil 1-1 have not the 
slightest doubt that we could do so if we had real and efficient labour; I have 
no reason to suppose that the soil of Mauritius is less grateful than the soil of 
Brazil; but so long as the present system of sickly sympathy prevails, evincing so 
strong a leaning towards the labourers over the proprietors, we cannot compete 
with Brazil and Cuba; but if we had cheaper labour we could do it; I do not 
wish to have slaves, but only to obtain efficient labourtand to be upon the equal 
footing as they are. -

:'471. Is not the answer to the argument of the free traders this: that so long 
as Cuba, Brazil and Porto Rico have slaves, you cannot compete with them in the 
European markets on even terms 1-Exactfy, and we know perfectly well that 
the rise of those colonies has taken place from the period of the decline of ours. 

2472 .• 4.s long as you had the advantage of slave labour, I believe the British 
tropical colonies, one year with another, produced somewhere about 50,000 tons 
of sugar more than Great Britain could consume 1-1 have seen reports to that 
effect. 

2473. And that surplus superseded the slave-grown sugar of Cuba, Porto Rico 
and Brazil, on equal terms in the European markets 1-1 should suppose so. 
, 2474. In short, it was sold in the European markets?-Yes, it was exported 

from Great Britain. 
'24i5. I believe the charge against the tropical colonists of Great Britain, in 

1832 and 1833, made by Lord Stanley, was that you were too enterprising. and 
that you made too great efforts to promote the cultivation of your plantations, 
and were guilty of what was called over· production ?-That very SOOIl cures 
itself. The moment you come really and truly to supply more of the article 
than you want,· the fair reasoning is, that you will not continue to produce more 
than is requisite. 

2476. 1 believe for a considerable -time YOl1 were restrieted to Calcutta for your 
I!J.bourers, 
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labourers, and are not now permitted to go to Madras 1-We are not at this mo- H. H""'IJr, Eoq. 
ment; we are so far not permitted that,. from a misapprehension of the instructions 
to the agent at the port of Madras, he Will not allow even the men who volunteer to it Febnuuy 1848 
go from Madras to embark for the Mauritius, because he says tbat he has char-
tered ships for the West Indies; and men who volunteer to go to the Mauritius, 
and dedine going to the West Indies, are prevented from going to the Mauritius 
by the agent at Madras, for the reason that he has these ships chartered for the 
West Indies only. A curious fact occurred a short time ago with regard to that 
point; there was a band of 70 men' who presen~d themselves to the Madras 
agent ready for embarkation to the Mauritius; they were refused to be allowed 
to embark, and they found their way from Madras to Calcutta, at their own cost, 
either by land 01' by boat, and they went to the agent in Calcutta, and embarked 
at once for the Mauritius, and they arrived at the Mauritius; the refusal of the 
agent at Madras put those men to the expense of a journey:1 suppose from 13 
degrees north to 20 degrees north, or 700 miles distance, to find an opportunity 
of going to the Mauritius. 

2477. Are you not put also to a great deal of unnecessary expense by being 
confined to certain ships appointed bl Government ?-Very much so. 

2478. Yon are only permitted to Import your immigrants in ships of a certain 
size, and fitted out in a particular way?-We are only allowed to charter such 
ships that have six feet between decks, which limits the number of ships avail
able for our operations to a very small number; the consequence of which is, that 
the owners of those ships find that they have a monopoly, and they ~harge their 
own price; what we want is, that we should be allowed to send persons in velfo 
eels of 200 and 26Q, tons, which in my opinion would be more healthy for the . 
immigrants, and ·there are a number or those smaller vessels which trade from 
Calcutta to the Mauritius with rice and grain; the more you crowd those men 
in a large ship, the more liable they are to have cholera and diseases incidental 
to India, and 1 think the restriction is not only more expensive, but more unsafe 
for the health and comfort of the people. 

2479. Do not you apprehend that a ship of 100 t.ous would be as safe in those 
seas as a ship of 300 tons ?-There is no question of it; if the ship was a sound 
and good vessel, 1 would as soon be in her as in a vetlSelof 300 toni. 

2480. Is not tbis restriction to ships of large size burden perfectly ridiculous? 
-There is no question of it. 

2481. Would not the rice ships bring the immigrants at half the expense if 
they were at liberty to do so 1-1 should say they would. 

2482. Would Port Louis be an hour's sail out of the way of an India ship 
going to England ?-A ship going to England at the proper season of the year. 
any time from the month of April to the month of December. would come to the 
Mauritius without going out of her way; she would lose a little time, but she 
might anchor outside. and lanrl her men, and receive payment for them, and 
proceed on her voyage; there are many vessels sailing from Madras which 
have comparatively very light freight; they would have room for 100 or for 70 
men; they would take in those men and bring them to Mauritius, and get 31. 
or 41. per head. they would make 3501. in the course of 24 hours, and sail again 
on their voyage. . . 

2483. Is it possible to conceive any reason why there should be a greater 
restriction as regards the transport of Coolies from Madras or Calcutta to the 
Mauritius than there is UpOD. the Scotch, English or Irish emigrants to the 
Britisb Canadas 1-1 know of none.' . 

2484- The voyage is generally shorter ?-The voyage is shorter, with a much 
milder climate, and less liable to those boisterous storms that men going to
Canada silWer 80 milch from, when they are kept below in bad weather; they 
are almost certain to have fever .• 

248.5. It rarely happens that there is any inconvenience in all the passengers 
remaining on deck in those tropical climates !-I should not wish to have them 
remain on deck; they ough~ to have a certain space below. • 

lI486. But in ordinary weathel' the immigrantswonld be comfortable on deck;. 
it rarely happens that they are obliged to be ,battened down under the hatches. 
as they are frequently on the voyage from Great Britam to {;anada 1-There is 
DO question that the more they are OD deck, in the opeD air, tbe better it is for 
them • 

• ·32'. 1/1/ ~ 2487. If 
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H. Hllm .... Esq. 2487. If you could have 40,000 free labourers imported from Madaga .... car, at 
an expense of 21. or 2l. 10 •• a head, &8 this Committee was informed that they 

21 Februal')' 1848. could be imported at in any number from Madagascar, you would then be in a 
. much better condition to go on with your cultivation and compete with slave

. grown articles ?-There is no questionofit; the more you reduce the cost of 
wages, which is an important item of cost, the cheaper yon can produce the 

SUt~8. In point of fact, the whole question is a qu~stion of the price of labour? 
-Six-twelfths of it; fully half goes in wages and provisions. 

2489. I believe the estimate of the crop of the year terminating in 1847 wall 
63,000 tonsr-We begin in July; the crop that has begun to arrive in Eugland 
is the crop of 1847; we have not any return of that; the crop of 1846, which 
fifiishes in the end of 1846 or the beginning of 1847, what we term the Grop of 
1846 and 1847, waS 65.000 tons. 

2490. Did not· Sir William Gomm make some estimate of the value of the 
crop ?-He did; that. is, the crop which 1 speak of which has arrived and been 
sold. Sir William Gomm writes from the Mauritius on the 6th of March 1847: 
.. The balance of revenue over expenditure of. 1845 was 16.8161.; that of 1846 
has increased to 50,598/." "The gross value of colonial exports within the 
year exceed that of its imports by no less a' sum than 479,415/. by the official 
return~; the. former," that is colonial exports, "amounted to 1,622,495 I.; the 
latter," its imports, "to 1,143,080 I., forming & striking contrast to the relative 
amount of these twO valuatillns in the five years imlnediately preceding." . I 
should wish' to explain a discrepancy which, unfortunately for the realization of 
his figures, Sir William Gomm has fallen into in the estimlite; he estimates the 
value of the crop in the Mauritiu!> at 261. per ton upon 65,000 tons; that crop 
has realized here about 161. or 17/.; the deduction, therefore, will be somewhere 
about 600,000 I. or 700,000 I. from this beautiful report of his. lIe concludes 
that because the valuation there is 25/. or 261. or 27/. per ton. he may take it 
for granted that the colony must he. in. a 'Very flourishing position, and that its 
exports exceed its imports by about 500,000 I. sterling; whereas the result will 
be about 500,000 I. the other way. 

2491. Mr. Milner.GibS071.] What is the date of that reportg-The 6th of 
March 1847. 

2492. Chairman.] With which loss you reckon the Bill of 1846 may be 
debited 1-Precisely; there is no other reason in the wl)rld; there was no rash or 
improvident speculation on their' part; they met the call of the country., and 
they exerted themselves to the utmost to produce sugar for the supply of the 
English market free of the taint of sla~·ery. and they have Leen met by the Bill 
of 1846, which has dashed their hopes to the ground, not for this year alone. 
but it has thrown the colony back for years; it is a question whether it can ever 
recover; protection,were it even given now, would not replace the losses they 
have sustained, and instead of showing a revenue to the island, if this goes on, 
there will be none. 

·2493. Have you any accounts of the cost of cultivation and the profits derive(l 
from slave-grown sugar in Cuba ?-I have not. 

2494. Have you any such account from Havannah 1-1 have a Price Current 
from Havannah of the 8th of January 1848, which states. " The production has 
far exceeded that of any previous year, and the prices obtained by the planters 

. have been so highly remunerative, that they are enabled to adopt every means 
for the further ext,ension of their crops. The little sugar left for sale at the 
date of last report has been disposed of at lower prices, and our quotations noW 
range as follows: Cucuruchos, 158. 7 d.; ordinary yellows. 16 •. 2d. to 168. 9J.; 
middling yellows, 17,. 4d. to 178. 11 d.; fine yellows, 18,. 6d. to 19,. 8d.; 
Florete yellow8, 20,. 3d. to 218. 5d.; ordinary whites. 208. 10d. to 21 •. 5d.; 
middling whites, 228. 7 d.; fine and Florete, 23/. 9 d. That is the circular of 
Drake Brothers & Company. Havannah, which is the best and largest house in 
Havannah. 

:1495. Do you think that the repeal of the Navigation Laws would entirely 
set the Mauritius planters npon their legs again 1-1t would not be the slightest 
boon to us as Mauritius planters. I had the honour to form one of a deputation 
to the Prime Minister; the interview was asked for by the Mauritius Associatioll 
with the Prime Minister; Lord Grey was present, and subsequently in the 
course of the audience the <::hancellor of the Exchequer came in; several gen-

tlemen 
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tlemen who formed the deputation addressed their Lordships, and I took 'the H. llunter, Esq. 
liberty of saying a few words in these terms: .. I wish to say, a few words in 
·elucidation of Sir George Larpent's statement," -Sir George Larpent had pre- ~i February 181S_ 
ceded me in addressing the Prime Minister,-u that the· question of sugar 
eultivation does not eome under the category of free trade; it is well known 
that the British planter works under the system of restrictive laws OD labour 
imposed on him by the Government, and that in the colonies there are. stipendiary 
magistrates whose duty it is to watch the proprietors and prevent any infringe-
ment of these laws; the planters cann&t work their men more than nine hours 
per day; whilst on the other hand it is equally well known that the slave 
proprietor works his slaves without there being the slightest controlling power 
over him; it is only self-interest which operates on him in exacting work from 
his slaves; he works them as much as their phy~ical powers will endure, stopping 
short only when he perceives there is a prospect of his slave -sinking under his 
labour, and that he, the proprietor, would, be obliged to purchase another 
slave. This labour is exacted under the power of the lash, and is, there-
fore, a coutinuous and regular system of labour so essential in sugar cul~ 
tivation; it endures in certain seasons from 12 to 14 hours per day, and 
during crop time 16 or 18 hours per day, and that the slaves are worked on 
the Sundays the same as week-days. Now it must be clear to any unbiassed 
person that if the expenses of the keep of both classes of the labourers 
be equal (a position wbich I contest, the advantage being on the side of the 
slave proprietor), that the slave-holder who obtains, on an average, 14 hours 
of actual labolIr per day, must produce his sugar near~y 80 per cent. cheaper 
than the British planter working under the system: of free labour and·restri~ted . 
hours, and can therefore undersell the latter in the British market. Another 
point on which I wish to remark, is the supposed boon which we are to receive 
in amelioration of our condition, by the abrogation of the Navigation Laws; 
thereby allowi'ng British produce to be imported into the United Kingdom in 
foreign bottoms; now, I most distinctly assert, that to the Mauritius this pro': 
posed change will not be of the slightest ad vantage; I have been a' shipper of 
sugar for 20 years from Mauritius to Great Bri tain, during which period it has 
only once occurred that I have paid sl. Jler ton on British ships; two years I 
have paid the low rate of 258.; several years 2t. lOs., 31. 10 ,. and 4/. lOs., and 
I am certain that during the whole 20 years the average was not 3/.' lOs.; now, 
I am aware that the rates or charter for foreign ships to proceed and bring a 
cargo of sugar from Brazil, Cuba and Porto Rico to Europe, runs from 2 I. lOs. 
to s/. per ton, and this voyage out and home occupies a period of about 110 
days on the average; viz., 40 days out, 30 days in port, and 40 days home': 
if, therefore, I offered a charter to a foreign ship to proceed to Mauritius for Ii 
cargo of sugar, I could· not expect that the owner would hire his ship to me a~ 
the same rate as he obtained for the first-mentioned ports; he would,' on the 
eontrary, say to me, that for the first voyage of 110 days, he obtained the average 
rate of 2/. 15S., and therefore for a voyage to Mauritius which would occupy 
230 days, viz., 100 days out, 30 lay days, and 100 days home, he could not let 
his vessel for less than the proportionate rate of 11 0 days to 230 days, or about 
4/. 1 5 s. to 51. 108. per ton; now, therefore, my Lord, I most decidedly repeat, 
that any change in the Navigation Laws will not confer the slightest relief or 
benefit to the Mauritius' planters ill conveying their produce to Europe; what-
ever benefit such a change might hestow on other parties, to Mauritius it will 
confer none I" therefore, I protest against its ·being considered IL boon to the 
Mauritius. 

2491i. The Committee now come to the grievances you are under as respects 
taxation; the island of the Mauritius has no other means of paying its taxation 
excPpt by its produce of sugar, haS it ?-None whatever; there is no other 
)lroduce raised in the island. . . 

2497. The taxes amount to 3()O,000I. a yead-Including immigration; for 
tlle civil budget and the taxes llrought upon it for military purposes, it amounts 
to 240,000 I. '. 

1149l!. That is 4 L a ton upon 60,000 tons !-Yes. 
. 2499. Of which sum about 30,000 I. is expended upon the police ?-Perhaps a 

bttle more upon the eolice establishment, whieh may be said to be the most 
inefficient in any part of Her Majesty's dominions. . 

2,500. The Committee have been told, that the ialand of the Mauritius is 
0.32• If ., 3 about 
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H. H",_, Esq. about the same aize as the Isle of Wight, is not it about half as big again ?-It 
is 60 miles long, and 30 miles at ita extreme width. 

SI Febru...." 1848. 2501 . It is about the size of the county of Sussex ?-One'of the moderate si&ed, 
counties of England. 

2502. How far are you from Bourbon 1-1 have leen Bourbon from the hills 
above Port Louis; look at our neighbouring colony of Bourbon, we find it 
enjoying a protection of at least lOs. per cwt. in tbe French markets, with an 
expenditure barely half of ours; their governor at 2,400 I. per annum, whilst 
ours has 7,0001. pel' annum; all other officials on the same ratio; and I ask, is 
it fair and honest to us to throw open our home market to these /oreigller8, 
and cause us to compete with them in it, when there is such 8 difference in their 
taxation? It is not free trade, it is not fair play-an Englishman's boast when 
we had the protection in our own market; we did not call out against paying our 
officials beyond the rates paid in the foreign coil'nies,' nor against the colonial 
allowance to Her Majesty's troops; but if free trade is to prevail, and this system 
of reduction is to be forced on us as planters, then our civil government officers 
and military officers must also suffer the consequence or such a change; they 
must be brought down to the level of foreigners as well as ourselves, and 
thereby much Feduce our ancient feelings of nationality. It would be much> 
better for me to have my estates now either in Cuba, Brazil 01' Bourbon than 
in Mauritius,-a sorry conclusion to be obliged to come to. 

2[)03. You stated that Bourbon bad a protective duty ()f lOs. a hundred weight; 
that is against all sugar imported ullder the French Hag, is not itl-Not only do 
they protect theil' OWll western colonies against the foreigner, Lnt they protect 
the Isle of Bourbon to the extent of 28. against their own West India colonies l 
according to the distance of the colonies from the mother country, France gives 
some additional protection, wbich is equivalent to the supposed freight that 
would be charged ia add,itioB. 

2504. It is to put them 011 an equality !-To put Bourbon on an equality with 
Guadaloupe and Martinique. 

2505. Have you not great cause to complain of the enormous duty on the 
registration and transfer of land by mortgage and sale 1-It is very heavy, it 
amounts to two per cent. for' simple registration, and one per cent. fol' transfer, 
what is termed" inscripti()n;" and the notarial charges are one per cent. more, 
which amounts to about four per cent. upon the declared value of the property; 
and if a certain period elapses before those forms are gone through, it is doubled; 
instead of being three per cent. it is six per cent. 

2506. There is the expense of the garrison also ?-That wbich falls upon the 
civil budget is the allowance to the officers of Her Majesty's troops, which is 
termed "colonial allowance ;" it used tD be 20,000 I.; by the last return it is 
reduced to 16,000/. Another charge which falls upon the colony is 3,0001. a year, 
which is annually charged upon the civil budget for keeping up the f()rtifications 
and military posts. Another charge, which is exceedingly onerous and unjust, is 
the charge made upon the taxation of tbe Mauritius for keeping up the island of 
Seychel, amounting to 5,000l. Seychel is 1,000 miles distance from the 
Mauritius, and we derive no benefit from it; it was kept by the British Govern. 
ment at the cession of the island, for the purpose of preventing ita falling into the 
hands of slavers or pirates; but why should the Mauritius civil budget be 
charged fol' the expense of that which may properly be termed a police station? 
You may just as well charge it to the government of Bombay. Those three items 
form a total of nearly 30,000 l. a year. 

2507. Are there not some sinecures also charged upon the island of l\Iauritius? . 
-There are pensions. 

2508. What are those ,ensions 1-1 forget exactly the amount; they are' 
according to the service 0 . the officers retiring, so much in proportion for the 
number of years they have served in the colony, . 

2509. In the appointment of those officers, the colony has no voice, has it?
They are all appointed' by the Colonial Office. 

2510. The whole of this enormous expenditure of 300,000/. a year is at 
the disposal of the Colonial Office, except the immigration tall of 11. a ton? 
-. Yes. 

!l511,. Is not the cost of that largely enhanced by the unnecessary expenee 
created by the Colonial Office restrictions on the importation. of immigrants 1-
Yes; it is a most e1lpensive machinery; it amounts, as Bearly as possible, upon 

, 8,000-
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6,000 men (which is the number it. is limite? to just, nl?w) to nearly Ii pound a H. HURter, Esq. 
man' th'e cost of the fixed estabhshment 'In Calcutta 18 about 2,500 I. a year ; 
the c~st of tbe fixed establishment in the M auritiuB and the Protectorate Officer u February 1848'. 
is about JMOO I. a year; so that the charge of those fixed establishments is nearly 
6,000 I. upon the introduction of 6,000 men. 

2512. Js not it the case that the expenditure upon the little island of Mauri· 
tius is about fourfold the entire expenditure of the British colonies in the 
United States, JUBt before they threw off the dominion of the mother country? 
-I am not prepared to a,nswer how,that may be; I am certain there is .no 
colony in the West Indies which pays such a taxation as we do per head. 

2513. What is the popUlation of the Mauritius 1-From 150,000 to 160,000. 
:.IS 14. What do you estimate the number of vagabonds to be in that island !' 

-It has been estimated variously from 10,000 to 12,000. 
2515. Tbe Committee have been informed that they amount altogether to 

36,000 1-If you take the importation of Indians from first to last, it is, I think, 
by this return up to 1845, about 60,000 or 70,000 people; and I see by the 
return in 1846 there were about 35,000 of all classes at work, showing that 
there must be about 30,000 people who have not remained cultivating the soil 
gone into other occupation, or squatted; there is a part close to the town 
under the signal mountain, within gun-shot of the Government House" which 
is Government ground, and it is now studded with small cottages, which are 
a receptacle and harbour for all such people; they pay no ground-rent and no 
taxes whatever; nothing towards the support of the colony. 

2516. Do you conceive that if there were rigorous vagrant laws and indus
trial laws enacted, those 12,000 vagabonds might be set to workf~I have not 
the slightest doubt' of it. . 

2517. If such were the case, would not there be ample labour in the colony 
IInw for all the wants of the planters? -1 think so; and .I think so long as the 
llresent law which directs the relations between master and servant exists, the 
snme bad results. will be the consequence; the law to which I allude is the Order 
in Council of the 7th of September 1838; that law is administered by the stipen
diary magistracy; it is a law by which there is no appeal given to the superior 
courts in the island; a man may bring a false complaint, he may desire to extort 
money under false pretences by the Bubotnation of witnesses; provided the 
magistrate issues his warrant and judgment according to the form laid down in 
the schedule, no superior court, not even the Governor of the island, can touch 
the case; that law I consider to be one of the great evils existing, to the well 
working of the immigrant popUlation in the island. 

2518. Though there is a Legislative Council, practically the Government i_s 
despotic .. is not it1-1 will explain the nature of the Legislative Council; there 
are eight official members, including the Governor, who names seven unofficial 
members, making 16 in all; an unofficial member has not the power of the 
initiative; he cannot lay upon the table any proposal for the reduction of taxation 
till it has the previous consent of the Governor; consequently the Governor has it. 
in its power to allow it to be debated or not; the Governor has the casting vote 
in the 111, making 16 votes, of which that gives nine to the Government, and 
seven to the popular party; it is not a popular party, in fact, because they are 
appointed by the Government; therefore cases may oeCl!r in which the unofficial 
members voting against a measure when the Governor's preponderating vote may 
be obliged to be thrown in to carry it; then the measure is technically said to, 
be pass .. d with the consent of the Legislative Council; the whole of the unoffi
cial members voting against it, and the Governor's casting vote alone carried 
the question j yet in the form of the despatch, it is said "II} bt: with the consent 
and advice '!f Ihe Legislative Council," that such and such a law has been passed; 
it is a Dlocke'1. altogether; I would much rather see it wholly in the hands of 
an Executive If there is 1.0 be no extension or change. , 

11519. In point of fact, the.corony does not hold ilie purse strings ?~It has no 
control over them whatever, because though the votes may be given, yet they are 
overruled by the preponderating votes of the Government. 

2520. Do the seven councillors named by the Government hold any official 
, employment '-No. . 

2521. They receive no salaries?-No; on the contrary, before I came into 
office iliere was a fee of 2:1 L charged for the honou,. of being a member of the 
,Counr.il. 

0·3:1. .F P 4 2522. What 
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H. Hu"ter, Eaoj. 25 22. What is the case as to the eight who are Government men ?-They are 
all officials; I can enumerate them. . 

III February 1848- 2523. Do you know what salaries they receive ?-Nothing, as member.; of the 
Council. 

25240 What salaries do they receive respectively in other ways1-The 
Governor has 7,000 L a year; the commandant of the garrison is next in the 
list. 

2525. Has he any salary beyond that of his military rank f-No; the officials 
have no salary as members of the Council. 

2.'i26. When they get salaries, they are paid out of the revenues of the 
island. to those different officers, are they not ?-I cannot exactly say; I think. 
the chief secretary has 2,000 I. a year; I cannot tax my memory with the exact 
figures. 

2527. Is it your opinion that, as far as ~he beneficial government of the 
colony is concerned, as far as regards the mferests of the sugar planters, an 
expenditure of 1>0,0001. would meet all the wants of the colony fully as well as 
they are met by the expenditure of 300,000 I. which is now levied 1-1 hardly 
think that it could be brought down to 60,000 I. 

2528. What do you t.hink it could be brought down to ?-I think 100,000 I. 
a year could do every thing that was required, and that that might be raised in 
a very simple manner. 

2529. Sir Edward ,Buxton.] Does that include immigrationr-No; I consider 
250,000/. to be the civil budget. 

2.;30. C7l1lirman.] Do not you think that less t'han 100,000 I. would meet the 
requirements of the civil government of the Mauritius ?-I should rather at once 
begin with that 8um, and if it w.ere found that it could be done for less; if the 
Legislative Council had the power of controlling it, it would do it. 

2531. ·What do you say is the expense of the police 1-From. 30,000 I. to-
33,COO I. a year. 

2532. Have you ever formed any opinion of the diminution that mi~ht be 
made in that portion of the expenditure coru;istently with improved efficIency'· 
-(;ertainly; I think that might be reduced to 10,000 I. a year if you had 
efficient men from this country, men accustomed to the police of the metropolis; 
100 or 120 men of that description, who might be got here perhaps at 60 I. or 
70 I. a year, would do more good than all the present police together. The· 
police, at present, is more an office of correspondence than a detective force;. 
that is the evil of the police establishment. 

2533. What do you mean by an office of correspondence ?-Giving .icenses,.· 
and answering letters to parties in the country; I speak. of the Port Louis police, 
the head of the' establishment. 

2.534. Do you apprehend, if there were proper laws, there would be any 
difficulty in putting down vagrancy in the Mauritius ?-None whatever; it 
arises from this,-the new people, as they come in, find that the old people 
have a sort of loose way of conducting themselves, and they follow a bad. 
example. . 

2535. There are three regiments of infantry stationed at the Mauritius, are 
not there ?-Yes. 

2536. Is there any part of the inhabited portion of the island that has not a 
military depot within seven miles 1-1 do not think it is more than seven 
miles. ' 

2537. Do the Coolies and the negro population squat in the mountairu;?-
On the verge of the mountains.. . 

2538. If there were any resistance to the police, the police would be able to· 
fall back upon the military, would they not?-Certainly; but I apprehend 
nothing of the kind will take place with that class of people. 

2539. Sir Edward Burton.] With respect to the Coolie. immigration, you. 
said you originally worked ,them for five years j what wages did you pay 
during that time?-Five rnpees, or 108. . 

2540. What is the present rate ?-The average is now 16s. a month; the 
men willingly come down in the vessels for five rupees; I have seen them come 
from Madras at four, and from Pondicherry at three rupees; Calcutta has 
always been at five rupees. 

2541. Did you find in those days there were any complaints as to low wages? . 
. -.None whatever; on that subject the COIl!mittee cannot do better than take the 

statement 
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statement in this Report; the five years' contract worked so well, that the men ' H. Hunter, Esq. 
would feel much more comfortable; .. they have no object," the Report says, .. in' , 
taking care of their dwellings," when they have but one year's engagement; "they 21 February 184~· 
even pull the thatch out of the roof, and the stakes out of the fences for fuel; 
they are ragged and slovenly in their dress, and uncleanly in their persons; 
formerly, when men were engaged for five years on an estate, they took pride in 
their camp,' and in their personal appearance; on some estates they wore a' 
peculiar dress, and had a particular badge by which they were known, and an: 
emulation existed among them, parti~dla!'ly on their public festivals; to rival 
and outshine their neighbours. Thus the Indians under a yearly engagement' 
amass less money, have less means, and less comforts; the di~tinction between 
them, and the men under a five years' engagement, is very marked; the latter are 
looked upon as the" aristocrats" upon an estate; the (Jreole women will form 
connexions with them readily, but much less frequently with the new men; 
they become atta~hed to the estates and ~o thei~ employers, re-engage with them 
freely, or serve WIthout an engagement;' that IS thtl report upon the working of 
the one year's engagement, and the five years' engagement. 

2542. What were the grounds, then, upon which the immigration into the 
Mauritius was discontinued in 1839 ?-It was in consequence of mal-practices in 
India; we were the victims of them, but not the originators; it was the custom 
that the men received six months' wages in advance in India; the people then 
abstracted from them their advance, and it gave rise to a great deal of crimping 
for the purpose of getting that advance, and then purloining it from them 
afterwards; all those abuses took. place in India, under the eyes of the Govern
ment, but there was no complaint in the colony of those mal·practices. 

2543. Do you suppose, if you were now to go to India, and offer the men an 
engagement for five years, you 'would get them?-I have not the smallest 
doubt of it. 

2544. They would come willingly for five years ?-Not only that, but they 
would pass the engagement with me in India; they would allow it to be regis
tered in the Mauritius, and would serve their five years, and the benefits to their 
moral habits and their physical powers would be very great indeed. 

2545. Do you' imagine they would be contented during the whole of that 
time 1-1 fi rml y belie"e so. 

2546. How does it happen, then, that they are very frequently in the habit of 
changing now 1-They are under one years' contract. 

2547, ·If they would be so contented with the five years' contract, how does it 
happen they are now so much in the habit of changing ?-Their natural habit is 
to change, and they have "ery bad examples; but when tlley knew that they were 
to be five years upon any particular estate, there they would remain; they would 
feel themselves settled, anrl they would find the benefits of it. 

2548. Though their natural habit is in favour of change. you think they 
would not object to a five years' engagement 1-1 think they would find the 
beuefit of it; I have had men with me who came undel' a fi\·e years' contract. 
and who re-engaged afterwards for one, twa and three years, under the one 
year's contract. There was a man who had been with me nine years; he came 
down in 1834, and left me in 1843, to return to India. 

2.549. Do you suppose, if you had five years' engagement now. you could com
pete with Cuba 1-1 should not be so ,presumptuous as to say we could compete 
with any country. I do not think any system will compete with that of the 
slaves; because, ,what foreigners consider in their country as freedom, our 
officials would consider as tyranny and oppression. 

2551). You think you could not Compete with Cuba under any system, except 
slavery ?-I do not thin k even the five years' engagements is, ill point of the work 
to be done by these men, to bs compared with the slave under the lash. 

2551,Undef the one year engagements and tlie five years, have the waO'es 
heen rl'gula!'ly paid ?-Constantly. to 

!I.S52. You have had no complaint from that source?-Nothing has arisen 
from that; there bave been one or two instances where the wages have not been 
paid, but I speak generally; it is impossible to say" in any society or in any 
country but thatthel'C may be complaints of wages not being paid; but that 
forms DO ground for any charge against the cultivators. 

0.32• G G 2553. Then 



226 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE THE 
• 

H. Humer, Esq. 2553. Then it is not true, what was stated by the last witnel!8, that the reason 
of their frequent changes was their being irregularly paid !-If they are n()t 

Q February 1848. reO'ularly paid, the stipendiary magistrate has the puwer ()C going up()n the 
es~te and seizing any thing moveable f()r the payment of their wages; they are 
privileged in that respect ()f the payment of their wages over every ()ther 
credit()r; therefore, on leaving the estate, they w()uld in the first place go to 
the stipendiary magistrate, and ~tate that they had so much wages due. He 
w()uld send t() the proprietur; the propriet()r would say, we will suppose, I 
cannot pay, then he would seize his mules and carts, and pay the wages to 
the men. 

:1554. How often are wages payable V-Monthly. 
:1555. In anyone month may they complain ?-Yes; and they obtain sum

mary judgment, which no one can interfere with. 
2556. You would like to have an appeal!- I should like to see the law 

abolished altogether, and that we should be under one law for every man, what
ever his eolour; I think that the law which binds me is good enough to bind 
any other man. 

2557. How long have the planters bt'ing subjected tu the stamp tax ?-It is 
my Lord Grey's ordinance, I think, which went out from here about 18 montha 
ago. 

2558. Your present sufferings are not owing tu that 1-We pay 11. on stamps. 
2559. But that is very recent ?-It is within the last 12 months; and I find 

from the report from the island, that though they are paying that 1 L, it does not 
repress, in the slightest degree, the system of vagabondism that there is amongst 
them. I have heard it stated, that men who quit the plantations and g() into 
other occupations, are chargeable with 48. a year; that has been exacted from 
them also, but that does not bring them back to their work in the fields. 

2560. You have said there are yearly engagements; can the Coolie leave the 
colony after five years now ?-He can leave it after one year. 

2561. After one year's work ?-Yes. 
2562. But his passage is not paid 1-It is not; that was one part of Lord 

Grey's ordinance. 
2563. What will the Coolie have to pay for a passport if he leaves al once 1-

I think he has no charge for a passport; he merely has to· pay his passage. 
2564. Not under Lord Grey's ordinance 1-1 think not; I am not aware of 

the fact. If a man makes an engagement tu come down on receiving his passage. 
he is bound to work on the plantations for five years. If he returns tu India 
before the expiration of the five years, he is called on to pay back to the colony 
the proportion of that passage-money for which he has not worked. That is the 
spint of Lord Grey's ordinance. I do not think there is any tax upon him for 
a passport. 

2565. He has to pay something, has he not 1-If he comes down tu work for 
five years and receives a bounty, that is tu say, is brought down free of expense 
to himself, and he does not remain to fulfil that obligation he has undertaken 
or giving to the colony five years of industrial labour, he is then called on to 
pay his proportion of the cost; if he reiurns to India at the end of two years, 
he is called on to pay hack three-fifths of what it cost the colony tu bring him, 
and in addition to that his passage is not paid. 
. 2566. What do you consider tu be the moral condition of the Coolies ?-When 

1 left the island, I considered the moral condition of the Coolies very good. 
2567. What is the proportion of women to men among them ?-They bring 

down now about 25 per cent. 
2568. What is the proportion upon the existing population 1-1 have not 

seen the census. 
2569. Is it equal ?-Ko. . 
2570. Is it one in five 1-1 am sure I could not answer. 
2.571. It is very unequal, is not it?-It is not equal by any means. 
2.,)72. Their moral state you think is good? --I eonsider their moral state is 

good. 
2573. It is not notorious in the island that there is horrible immorality 

among them 1-1 never heard of it as the habii of the Indians; we had at 
one time a number of Chinese brought from Singapore. and 1 heard it stated 
that they were given to these mal-practices, and I have very little doubt but 

they 
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they were for in their own country they are very much addicted to them where H. Hunter, Esq. 
there is a'very large abundance of women; it is the vicious principle of the 
men; it is not the want of the sex apparently; it is the same thing in Arabia u Febraary 18 .. 8. 
where I have been. 

2574. The morality of the people yon say is good !-Certainly, I should say 
it is. 

25i5. You were understood to say in the former part of your evidence that 
there was no conntry better fitted to grow sugar than the Mauritius ?-I think 
110; if the Mauritius had the same labour, strictly speaking, as the labour pos
sessed by others, I do think that the soil of the MaUlitius is more ungrateful than 
the soil of other colonies under slave labour; I think, therefore, if the labourers 
in the Mauritius gave the same quantity of labour they do in Cuba, the same 
result would take place, and that we should raise sugar as cheaply as those 
countries do. 

2576. Do you think, under slavery, without the import of slaves, you would 
bave an equal footing with Cuba ?-We could not have slavery without the 
importation of slaves. 

25i7. Supposing slavery had continued up to the present time without the 
slave trade 1-We should not havelroduced so much as we do now. 

2578. Could you have compete with Cuba?-l do not think so upon those 
estates that were cultivated; our slavery was a mitigated slavery as compared with 
theirs; after 1828, and indeed before that, great restrictions were imposed upon 
the planters respecting the number of hours' work; you took away from the 
master the power of punishment; but that is not the case in Cuba. 

2579. At what rate do you suppose sugar conld be raised under slavery in 
the Mauritius ?-That involves 80 many questions, that really it is impossible to 
say; all 1 know is, that the slave would cost me about 3/. lOs. or 4/. a year; 
if he were working upon good land he would raise,of course, a greater quantity 
of sugar at a less cost than upon ot.her land which is indifferent soil; 80 much 
depends upon the l!Oil where the men are located; suppose you have 3,000 lhs. 
per acre upon one estate, and you get 5,000 fb,. upon another, the ratio.of the return 
depends upon the richness of the soil. 

2580. You have stated that the difference between slave labour and free 
lahour is, that the one costs 31. II,. a head, and the other 19 t. a head per 
annum ?-Yes. 

2581. In that calculation, is anything put down for the interest of capital!-
Nothing. . 

258:4. Do you think that is reasouable 1-1 think it is just in this way: we 
received compensation for about 40 per cent., and if you charge the interest 
upon what you receive you have a right to charge the interest the other way, 
upon what you do not receive; and it would tell against you in this way, you 
would have interest charged upon the compensation of 301., and you would have 
interest charged again upon the non-payment of that portion of your capital 
which has never been .paid. and is never likely to be paid, the 40/., so that the 
balance of interest would be against you. 

2583. If you invested 10,000/. in slaves, can you reasonably say that in 
calcula~ing the cost of their labour, t~e interest upon the capital laid out should 
not be mcluded 1-1 take the whole return to me as the interest for my money; 
the halance of the account current at the end of the year went as interest. 

2584. The question refers to that part of the capital which was 'laid out 
in slaves ?-It was laid out in the purchase of the whole estate, slaves and all . 
. 258.5. If you had 100 slaves on an estate, how many of them worked, includ

ing women and children ?-That varied very much; sometimes those that 
did not work were 20 per cent.; sometimes they were 25 per cent. upon the 
band. 

2586. In calculating 3 I. 118. a head, do you make no allowance for those 
who did not work ?-They were all fed and clothed. . 

2581. The expense was the same whether they were ill or 'Well, therefore ?
They must be fed and clothed;' certainly. 

2588. Do you not think .it needful that some addition should be made to the 
expense of maintaining slavery for those who could not work ?-It was a charge. 

2589. Which would add greatly to the charge against slavCl"y ?-I have taken 
the whole cost, well or ill, at 3/. 11,. 

2590. Each person ?-Yes. 
0.32. G 0 2 2591. At 
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2591. At present you pay a man ifhe is well ?~Yes. 
2592• You do not pay him if he is ill :...,..But you feed and clothe him; thel'e 

are a certain number of days allowed; if a man is ill only two or three days, he 
is not mulcted. 

2593. Are you bound -to feed him if he is not well ?~y es, by contract. 
2:~94. You are not bound to feed the children ?-No;they are not engaged. 
:l595. Nor women ?-H they engage. 
2596. The 191. a year is the eXJlense of an effecth'e labourer 1-That is the 

expense of the labourer, provided he receives his full share of wages, and his 
provision and clothing. . 

2597. But nothing is deducted for those days during which he is not effective \' 
-Not if he is away two or three days only; if he is absent any larger number 
of days, a deduction is made. 

2598. In fact, in calculating the whole cost to an estate, your calculation of 
at. 11 s. against lot., would not exhibit the difference between the two charges l' 
-There might be a little less difference, but I cannot see that it would be very 
great. 

2.199. Has not there been in the Mauritius a general system of borrowing 
money upon the crops; have not the great houses that have failed lent large 
sums of money upon the crops ?-Not on the crops so much as upon the working 
of the estate altogether. 

2600. In many cases they have advanced the whole capital of the estate, have 
not they ?-Yes; many estates have been taken over by those houses. 

2601. Has not that tended to the cultivation of sugar to an immense degree! 
-There is no question but that the cultivation could not have been carried 011 

without those advances, and that will be shown now, when the advances are 
·stopped by a general decline of cultivation. 

2602. Does not that system encourage people to go into that sort. of busi
ness of growing sugar who would not otherwise do so? -I think not. 

2603. Are there not many people engaged in growing sugar in the Mau
xitius who went into it with very little capital !-The principal number of 
the estates are held by people who held them previously; they had fallen into 
.decay, but by means of those advances tIley have been able to bring them 
into a state of productiveness, but no houses of business have lent money t() 
a needy man there for the purchase of an estate. 

260~. Do vou think the trade in the Mauritius has been too much forced ?
Certainly not; 1 should speak .of its being forced had they taken in fresh land, 
-or opened forest land. The great increase of productiveness of the island has 
been from the better system of' farming; I am certain for· the last five years 
there has not been 500 acres of forest land taken into cultivation. 

2605. You do not think the importation of. Coolies has been overdone in the 
jsland 1-It has been overdone in the island to our cost; that is to say, from the 
want of proper regulations in the island; there are plenty of men in the island, 
in my opinion, if they could be induced really to perform their duty. 

2606. You .have a vast number of Coolies in the island at present; what 
means would you take to prevent the vagabondage among them 1- I should 
impose a strict va"OTant law; but it is not for me. to lay down rules and regula
tions for the purpose. 

2607. What law would you propose which would be just towards those who 
.are there ?-1 consider if you offer to the Indian the great boon of coming from 11 

poor country to one where he is to receive good wages, he should be bound to 
perform his part or their contract as well as .the colonist should be bound to per
form his. 

2608. Those people have been already admitted on the ground that they should 
work only for one year f.;....The restrictions imposed by Lord Grey's ordinance 
were meant by him for the purpose of restraining the excessive desire of change 
and quitting the cultivation; no man would import labourers or pay for those 
labourers being brought, unless he received a good return for it in the shapt! of 
labour. 

2609. Since 1843, when these alterations took place, have the planters paid 
for the immigration themselves 1-They paid a proportion. 

2610. How much?-Three pounds perhaps upon the average. 
261 i. How much 'has the colony advanced ?-Seven pound/! in each case; the 

colony pays the whole now, since 1844 or 1845. 
2612. Is 
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2612. Is the importation of Indians less expensive than it was ?-It is much H. Hunler, Esq. 
more ~o than it was at first in 1834. . 

261 3. As to the island of Madagascar from which you wish to get negroes, S1 February 1848. 

would you be inclined to import negroes from there, provided yon are obliged 
to be upon· equal terms with the sugar of Cuba !-That comes· back to the 
.question. whether I think we could compete on equal terms with Cuba; I do 
not think we could. . 

2614. You think it would not be worth while ?-I think the system of laws 
existing in Cuba is so clearly different from ours, that whatever labourer you 
give us, it will not do; the whole resolves itself into the quantity of labour 
yielded by a man to his proprietor at a certain cost; what those people would call 
free labour, we should consider under our laws as oppressive and arbitrary, so 
that no inference can be drawn from the two cases. 

2615. You think nothing can be done for the colonies provided protection is 
entirely taken away, which would make our colonies able to compete with the 
slave colonies 1-Dccidedly I do. 

2616. Have you ever been at Madagascar1-No. 
2617. What makes you think you can find negroes there at 2l~ a head 1·

I did not say 2/. a head; I know we had from 15 to 18 vessels formerly going 
~ackwards and forwards, which would bring them up as passengers perhaps, at 
21., or it may be at even less. 

2618. Is there slavery at Madagascar 1-1 do not know whether it is real 
slavery or 110t; they have to perform during the year a certain portion of work 
for the government; there are very large bodies of men who are perfectly free; 
the Hovah government, I dare say, have people who perform. work for them' 
without remuneration, but it is only a certain portion of the year; but there are 
two other tribes, Sakalavas and Bismalavas, who are free, and it would be a great 
blessing if those two tribes could be supported against the Hovahs; they are 
inclined to receive the blessings of civilization and religion, which the Hovah 
party, under the Queen of Madagascar, is not. 

2619. Mr. 1I1ilner Gibson.] You stated that the cultivation of sugar had been 
,profitable in the Mauritius of late years 1-Up to within the last 12 months,as 
far as I am c011cerued, it has been. 

~620. The cultivation of sugar in the Mauritius has been profitable up to the 
year 1846 ?-Generally; I could not take upon myself to say that·; I have been 
myself satisfied with the prices that I obtained up to the Dill of 1846. 

26:21. Capitalists engaged in carrying on the culture in the Mauritius must 
have been' up' to 1846 accumUlating large profits therefore 1-Many estates' 
changed hands; many men sold their estates and went to France. 

:.1622. You say that up to 1846 the cultivation of sugar was profitable in the 
Mauritius; up to 1846 thecapitalist& had therefore been accumulating and 
making good profits ?-The estates it mURt be remembered were brought down 
10 a very low pitch in consequence of the stoppage of immigration and the loss 
of app~entioeship in 1839. . 

2623: How could the estates be brought to a low pitch if the culture of sugar 
had heen profitable up to 1846 ?-Before the stoppage of immigration, for four 
years the estates had YIelded profit. 

2624. When did the culture of sugar begin to he unprofitable in the Mau
ritius ?-There are many estates perfectly profitable; many estates have not been 
profitable. . 

2625. Do you mean that many estates are not unprofitable now ?-Yes. 
~626. How many estates do you suppose 1-1 do not know;' it must be taken 

that those which are connected with the houses that have failed must have been 
unprofitable. 

~627. Have all those that are not connected with hiluses that have failed been 
profitable ?-No; the four years'stoppage ofimmigration, and the loss of appren
ticeship so crippled us in the power of cultivation that the estates were reduced 
from a very flourishing condition to a mere trifling production; when a new 
immigration was permitted, und fresh people cnme there so as to cultivate the 
estates, fresh capital was required, and whatever means were in the power of the 
planters, or at their di~osal, were used to bring up those estates; that has taken 
nearly four years to d~. whatever money a man might have made in previous 
years, supposing the planter to have laid by money, he wollid in the four 
following years, that is 1843 up to 1846, have spent the whole of it; there would 
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R HIE be no further accumulation of capital, but what he had accumulated would have 
• un n, .q. gone to bring up his estate in point of produ~tive power; the estates having thu& 

'" February 1848. been made valuable, they would have remamedvaluable, but the Bill of 1846-
has stopped it, and then came the great failures which have been 60 disastrous. 

2628. You stated that the failure of many great commercial houses was con .. 
nected with the distress in the Mauritius, and you stated that those failures 
happened after the Bill of 1846, do you believe that the Bill of 1846, making a 
change in the ~ugar Duties, was the cause of those failures 'I-It added one very 
great cause to It. 

2629. You think those houses would have stood, if the Bill of 1846 had not 
passed ?-·From all I ha\"'e heard, I believe they would; I have heard many 
gentlemen sav that they certainly would. 

2630. Yo'; gave an opinion as if the Committp.e were to draw that inference; 
you stated that after the Bill of 1846, came the failures of these commercial 
houses; do you mean the Committee to infer from that, that the Bill of 1846 was 
the cause of the failures of those commercial houses 1-There is no question but 
that it was a very great cause; you must not take it exactly as they would 
appear upon paper; you must look to the loss of credit to all parties connected 
with the sugar cultivation anywhere, whether in the Mauritius, in India, or th~ 
West Indies. The loss of credit in Lombard-street must be taken into accoun~ 
to all connected with sugar; where a man could formerly get his 15,000 I. or 
20,000 I. a day, his being connected with the sugar trade was enough to shake 
his credit with these houses in Lombard-street and other bankers. 

2631. You complained of Sir William Gomm having made a calculation as to 
what would be the value of the crops of sugar 1-, I made no complaint; I laid 
upon the table the report which shows his calculation. 

2632. Was Sir William Gomm's calculation founded upon the actual price of 
sugar, at the time he made it 1-ln the Mauritius. 

2633. What other ground could you base a calculation on except the price 
at which the article was selling ?-It was not selling; nine-tenths of it were 
being shipped to England; it was a fallacious datum he went on. 

2634. Why fallacious V-He took it, as a matter of course, that sugar should 
sell in England for so much. 

2635. Did not he give his reason for it V-·None whatever. • 
2636. Did not he state the price of sugar being so and so in the Mauritius;

therefore, he gave the information and the reasons upon which it rested !-He took 
for granted that sugar would realize those prices in England; and he, therefore, 
assumed a perfect fallacy, and but for the Bill of 1846 he would have proved right~ 

2637. Has not there been a depreciation on all produce as well as sugarr
Not equal to sugar. 

2638. Do you happen to know what the value of a railway share in the 
London and North Western was about a twelvemonth ago I-No; I am speaking 
of colonial produce. ' 

2639. Is not the depreciation of sugar a depreciation shared by all other 
articles 1-No; I wish sugar had fallen as little as other produce. 

2640. What are you prepared to say that you believe on the average to be 
the cost l)f prQduction per hundred weight of sugar not equal to fine-dayed 
sugar 1-1 consider it to run from 181. to 201. a ton. 

2641. What is the price, at the prese~t moment, in the English market which. 
you can obtain for such sugar1-It is selling now at from 338. to 358. ' 

2642. Do you mean to say that you can buy a hundred weight of good 
average Mauritius sugar at 33s. ?-You can buy it at 3SI. 

2643. You are speaking of duty-paid, are you 1-Yes; I am speaking of the 
long price. 

2644. What do you estimate the freight and insurance chargesat!-'I'wenty-
four shillings a hundred weight, or 24L a ton. - -

2645. What is the price of a ton of sugar, duty-paid and every thing, U 
delivered to the purchased-Thirty-five pounds. 

2646. What is the duty?-Fourteen pounds. 
2647. What is the freight 1-The freight is S l. a ton just now. 
2648. What are the charges?-Tw~nd-a.half per cent. commission, and the 

other charges come to 38. 6d. or 48. Port charges, dock charges and brokerage 
commission_ 
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2649. What is left you net V-Deduct 24/. from 3sl.leaves 111., for that whicb . . R. RK"t<r, Esq. 
(lost me 181.108. 

2650. In order for you to live, you consider that the price of sugar must be 11 February 1848. 
raised; how much a ton 1-lt is difficult for me to say how much; it depends 
upon a man's ideas of what he can live upon. 

2651. Ten pounds a ton V-That is what we ask for. 
2652. You get n/. net, and you must have the sugar raised in price 10l. a 

ton, in order that your estate may be kept in cultivation ?-I suppose so. 
2653. You say that your estate is It ,.ery fertile estate V-Yes; I have several. 
2654. Would 10l. a ton be sufficient to keep in cultivation estates that are less 

fertile than yours 1-That I do not know; I do not speak of other people's estates. 
265'). You spoke of your estate as a very fertile property; how much must 

the price of sugar be raised in order to keep in cultivation the less fertile estates 
of the island I-That I cannot tell; it entirely depends upon the soil. 

2656. Therefore different estates would require different amounts of protection, 
would not they 1-No; those estates that found it not beneficial to cultivate 
would not be kept in cultivation. 

2657. The protection that would keep in cultivation one estate might not be 
enough to keep in cultivation another ?-I think it might keep in cultivation the 
whole of the estates, perhaps; but one man having a rich soil would· have a 
better return than another; I do not mean to say that I .ask for different amounts 
of protection, of 78. and 108. and 15&. 

2658. You S8Y that 10l. a ton would be just sufficient to keep your estate iD 
cultivation ?-It would give a remuneration for the capital laid out. . 

2659. It would not be suffici~nt to keep an estate in cultivation which was les9 
fertile than yours 'I-That estate would get less remuneration .. 

2660. Wuuld it get an adequate remuneration?-That depends upon the 
purchase-money that they have paid for it. . 

2661. You recommend a lOG. difl'erential duty per cwt.; is that to be applied 
to all foreign sugar,. Of' only slave-labour sugar ?-I ask for it for all sugar, upon 
the ground that we have not got those reductions which were promised on the 
passing of the Bill of 1846. 

266~. You said you were an advocate for the maintenance of the Navigation 
Laws, did not you ?-I did not say 60; I said that the repeal of the Navigation 
Law would be no boon to the Mauritius; it may be to other parties for ought 
I know. 

2663. Is it because you conceive that the Navigation Law does not make 
freights higher than they otherwise would be, tbat it would be no boon ?-I do 
not expect that they.would get them cheaper. 

2664. Does the Navigation Law raise the rate of freights Of' not '-I do not 
know, I am sure. 

2665. How can you say, if you do not know whether it raises the rate or 
freights, that you think its repeal will be no boon ?-Because I have received 
freights at those prices which I think are hut a fair remuneration to ships. 

2666. You do not want the freights to he any lower; is that what you mean! 
-I am not anxiolls that they should be to the sacrifice of other people. 

2667. You were understood to say, that the colonies should be put upon an 
equalit.y; that, where the colony was more distant, and the freights greater, 
somethmg should be done in the wavof protection 1-1 stated before that I do 
not ask for protection for myself at the expense of others; I said only that the 
French government kept that object in view. 

\1668. Did not you mean the Committee to infer that it would be a goot! 
example to fullow?-The Committee may draw any inference they please; 1 
merely pointed out a fact. ' 

2669. Are you of opinion that you should have a small protecting duty 
against West India produce, in consequence of your greater distance from the 
United Kingdom than the West Indies 1-No, I do not ask for anything of ·the 
kind; I ask for a protection of 108. upon the whole. 

. 2670. HIlS nothing heen done lately for the Mauritius, in the way of assistance 
given by the home Government ?-The Mauritius Government has received an 
order to advance money which is in the trellSury, the surplus taxation unexpended; 
that money is to he employed by advancing 91. a ton upon the sugar remaining 
unshipped for England, which is to be hypothecated to the Government,and comes 
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#1. HUIlIn', Esq. home here with a bill of lading attached to it, and which is paid before the 
sugar can be sold and put into consumption. 

511 February 1848• 2 671. You do not consider this advance to be any boon, do you !-It is so far 
a boon that it will enable the sugar to come home; but I say that the Govern-. 
ment has no risk at nil attached t<> it; they are making use of money there thali 
is lyinO' dead, which they will return again to the island in a few months. 

267~. Do you know a society called" 'Ihe Mauritius Association '''-1 am 
deputy-chairman of it. 

2673. 'Vere you a party to a letter that was written by the Mauritius Asso
ciation to Lord Grey on the 22d of October 1847 ?-1 have no doubt of it. 

2674. I must call your attention to this parag;.lph in reference to that par
ticular subject; speaking of this advance, and also of the attention which the 
Colonial Office had desired the Governor of the Mauritius to direct to the, 
question of the reduction of charges aud the registration of deeds, the Mauritius 
Association says, "at this particular moment the relief will prove most timely r" 
-There is no question that it will be a great degree of relief, but what 1 mean 
to state is that the money is all lying idle to the Government; they are merely 
making use of that money which they have no other purposes to apply it to; we 
are not ungrateful for what has been done by the Colonial Office; on the contrary, 
I think that that letter expresses fully and clearly that for what has been dono 
we have returned thanks. 

2675. It is but fair for you to admit before the Committee, that the interest& 
of the Mauritius have not been so entirely neglected and overlooked as the first 
part of your evidence would have led them to suppose? -1 stated, as the lettel' 
states, that we have received always the greatest IIttention at· the Colonial Office, 
and that there has been an anxiety to reduce the burdens upon the colonists, but 
we find that it is impossible for them to do that which the case requires for 
immediate relief. I ~ee, regarding the 11. tax on the export of sugar, Lord 
Grey agrees with the Mauritius Association as to the obnoxious policy of that 
tax, but he writes to say that he has not power to give an order to the Governor 
of the Mauritius to abolish that tax, which bears exceedingly heavy upon liS. It 
is not only the amount, but it is the collection of the money, which must be in 
British silver to pay into the treasury. Imagine, for a moment, in a small 
islaud, that 65,000 I. sterling in British money must be collected and paid into 
the treasury before a bit of sugar can leave the island; the consequence is that 
silver rises to five or six per cent.; 1 have seen it seven per cent. premium. 

2676. For what purpose was the tax raised ?-The tax has remained ou the 
island ever since the capture; it was a tax imposed by the French government' 
for the purpose of fitting out an armament during the war. 

26n. What is it applied to now?-To the generall'evenue entirely. 
2678. Why has not the Colonial Office the power to direct the removal ot' it l' 

-I cannot say; such are the words llsed to us in the letter. 
2679' You spoke of the expenditure; is it the fact that a good deal of the 

expenditure which takes place is caused by the Executive Government being 
required to do many things which ought rather to be left to private indi viduals? 
-·1 think a municipal reform, giving certain powers to a corporate body in the 
town, would ,relieve the Government from a vast deal of work which they have 
to perform at present. When Sir Lionel Smith came to the island, and a better 
Governor never came into a colony, he in the Council one day stated that he 
had been Governor and had been Commander-in-Chief, and that he had never 
seen such a mass and accumulation of business which he had to wade througb 
as in the government of the Mauritius; tbat they did Dotbing for themseh'es; 
there was nothintr in their power to do, and that every letter conveying aD< 
application for a pel'Son to hawk fish ol'cakes, or sell anything in the stree~ 
involved the writing a letter to the Governor,which letter bad to be read, to be 
docketed, and to be answered before the man could get his permission to hawk 
:fish or cakes in the streets; the whole matter centralises in the Colonial-aecre
tary's office; but if there were a municipal corporatio~ to a certain extent 
permitted to raise duties upon certain articles, for the purpose of cleansing the 
streets, and keeping up the harbour, in fact, for all such purposes as is done in 
this country and in Scotland, it would relieve. the Executive Government, and 
thereby reduce the taxes in general. . 

2680. With respect to the cost of living in the Mauritius, pretty nearly the 
whole 
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whole ofthe provisions are imported into the island, are not they?-The greater H. H .. nter, Esq. 

part are. 
268 •. Has not that arisen from the whole Jabonr and capital of the island ~I February 1848. 

having been directed to sugar cultivation ?-No, certainly not. In the first 
place, the island will not produce rice in any quantity; in the next place, there 
appears to be something in the grasses which is not congenial to the life of 
cattle; you will very seldom see any cows raised to any extent; and in 1840 
or 1841 we had a disease called the epizota, which swept nearly the whole island 
of every horned beast there. • • 

26Sz. Do you mean that 'at no time they have grown anything else than 
sugar?-They did grow a certain quantity of wheat at one time; that was at 
the time of the French government, when they were blockaded by our forces; 
but that did not support the whole of the colony; they imported rice still. 

:.1683. You gave some statements about having been misled by the declarations 
of eminen t statesmen, and by a general election tbat was in favour of protection, 
which induced you to extend your cultivation and layout your capital, and tbat 
it ended in a great loss; do not you think, seeing bow very uncertain is the 
power of maintaining any system of protection, it would be unwise, as a matier 
of policy for tbe future, to encourage tbe laying out of capital under a protective 
system ?-l do not think it would • 
• :.684. Seeing that the maintenance of it bas been "ery uncertain during past 

years, do not you think that it would be unwise to incur similar liability fOr tbe 
future 1'-W e were told tbat we were ne\-er to come into competition witb slave· 
grown sugar. 

2685. And you find that you have been misled ?-Then tbere is no faith to 
be placed in DIan;' you are shaking public credit at that rate. 

2686. Would not you recommend any person to be very cautious for the 
future how be invested ~apital, J'elying upon the principle of protection heing 
maintained f-We ought ,to remember the old prove~b, " put not your trust iu 
princes," certainly. ' 

2687. You deliberately give your opiuion that nothing but tbe restoration_ 
of protection can enable tbe sugar cultintors in the Mauritius to goon witb 
their culture !-Decidedly. 
. 26S8. And the amount you have taken at 101. a ton ?-Yes, a penny a pound. 
which is the mOl'e simple way of putting it. 

2689. Mr. ,1Ililes.] YOli state that you bave six estates 1-Yes. 
2690. What is your intention BOW; to go on with the cultivation or not?

Certainly not; 1 do not suppose anyone will support me; my own capital is, 
embarked in it, and I bave not capitalsufficiellt to work them. 

2691, And you do not expect to get any capital to enable YOII to carryon the' 
eulth-ation i-I do not, unless there i~ a change in the laws, which would affect 
the whole of the other estates in the Island, as well as mine, with ·very few 
exceptions. 
, 2692. You say you make 4,500 tons ofsugar?-About that; it depends upon. 
the season. 

2693. Wbat number of acres have you in cultivation to make that ?-The 
return of produee from tbe virgin cane is from a ton and a half to two tons, 
gradually declining as the rattoon gets ollL 

:..694. Wbat number of acres is that amount raised from? -I cannot say the 
number of acres; you may take it as an average, from a ton and half to two tons 
upon an estate. . ' , 

2695. What is the highest return you ever had from any small number of 
acres ?-I have heard it stated by a gentleman, that on a little bit of garden 
ground, he got as high as four tons an acre, but tbat wa" merely a quarter of an 
acre; he had an old garden which he put into canes, merely as a trial; it may 
be taken as an avemge at a ton and half. 
. 2696. How long do the canes go on rattooning in the Mauritius ?-In old 
lands tLey seldom give any tbing beyond a third crop. 

2697. You have to plant ,very fourth year ?-Yes, it is proper in old land to 
turn it up and manure it. ' 

26g8. What return do you li'uppose you get from those canes, the last crop~ 
tbe third rattoon ?-Perhaps not above five Cwl. per acre. , 

2699. How many labourers have you on your estates!-About 3,000 Indians. 
27Uu. And they produce about 4,aOO tons!-Yee. 

o.3l. H H 27°1. You 
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2701. You Slid there 'l'l"as no cultivation except with the hoe on those estates? 
-None. . 

2702. Is the system pursued very much the ~me as m-the West Indies~
I have never seen the cultivation in the West Indies. 

2i03. Do you make any rum ~n those properties 1.-~ e have comm~nced t() 
make rum' and there is another gnevance; we are begmnmg to find that It would 
be better to convert the lower qualities of sugar into rum; but there is a tax of 
300 I. sterling put upon every still in the hlauritius. Imagine for a moment a 
tax of 3001. put upon a cotton factory at Manchester. 

2i04. What do you do with your molasses ~ -We re-boil the molasses into 
sugar, which is sold at the Cap~ and New So~th Wales. Mo~asses on the second 
draining will not granulate agam; and then, If we have no stIll, nor any body t() 

buy it we throw it on the dung-heap. 
27d5. Is the quantity which is exported to Australia and the Cape the secoud 

boiling ?-It is what is termed syrup sugar. 
2706. What value does that bear in the island I-The relative quantity t() 

white sugar runs from 15 to 20 per cent. 
2i67. As to the price, what is the difference?-I find, according to the last 

returns, it was about 11s. to 128. a hundred weight. ' 
2708. Do you expect that it would be more profitable to make rum from those 

molasses ?-For the home market, decidedly; it has lost a certain portion of its 
saccharine, by being made of the drainings; therefore refiners will not buy it. 

2i09. How many stills have you sent out to those estates 7-1 have not sent 
any out; there have been two made in the island. 

2710. Have they been erected on the properties ?-Yes. 
2711. Have you made any rum yet ?--I expect rum home immediately, in 

some of the first ships. 
2712. You stated that you were in the habit of using the cassava root as a 

rotation crop with canes; has that ever been continued since emancipation?-
Very little. . ' 

2713. Was it found to be a great benefit to the land ,?-Yes, very great. 
2714. Have you eyer trieu it yourself since the emancipation ?-We always 

cultivate a certain quantity where we work with oxen. 
2715. Have you endeavoured to put it under the cane processr-'Ve do so 

when we cut our third or fourth crop. 
2716. What do you imagine is the actual cost of the production of a hundred 

weight of sugar ?-I have given it already at from 188. to 218. It varies very 
mucb with the quantity of sugar produced on an estate; divi,ling the expenses 
on an estate by the quantity produced, a small estate produces it at a larger cost 
than a large one. . 

2717. Most estates average, you say, between 1,800 and 2,000 acres, what 
amount of that is in cultivation ?-Perhaps an estate would not have more than 
450 acres in cane; the remainder would be in brushwood; then we use a little 
pea, which in the 'Vest Indies is called the pigeon pea; it grows to a consi
derable height; it keeps the land cool and moist, and renovates it. 

2718. Do you feed cattle upon it 1-lt is of great advantage as fuel for steam-
engines. , 

2719. Do you dry it ?-It is wood; it is as thick as my wrist. ' 
2720. Do you turn yonr cattle out t() feed 1-1'he portion of the land which is 

not undet· cultivation would be used as pa.~turage, and some of it covered over 
with this; but when we have done our crop, where we work largely with horned 
cattle, we send them away to different parts of the island for pasturage, paying 
so much a month for keeping them. ,\ 

2721. Do you ever fat any cattle for market?-No. 
2722. 'Where do you get your mp.at ?-We have sent as far as the Malabar 

coast; we have sent to Algoa Bay, and t() the Cape of Good Hope for it. 
2723. There are no pastures, you say, fitted to raise fat cattle ?-We have 

never been successful in raising them. 
2i24. Do you work mules on your estate ?-Principally mules. 
2725. Have you any water·power there?-We have one or two old water

wheels which are very weak; it is the most unequal power of all. 
2726. Any windmills?- Yes; I think there is now only one. 

, 272i. Then they are not successful?-They are not; I should 'consider a 
windmill as the most uncertain of all things to be depended on. 

• 272~. With 
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2728. With respect to machinery you use for sugar, is it the vacuum-pan H. Hanter, Esq. 
system ?-I have none on my estates. 

2729. How do you boil the sugar on your estates ?-In open pans, the same as It FeiJruary 1848. 
the West India process. 

2730. Does any irrigation ever take place upon those lands?-No, we have 
not it in our power. 

2731. You derive no advantage whatever from this island of the Seychels?
No. 

2732. And you have to pay 5,0001 for maintaining it ?-As near as possible. 
2733. That is, to support what ?-There is a commissioner-that is 1,200 I. a 

year; and there is a small establishment of different descriptions; I forget exactly 
the amount; it will be found in the budget; 

2734. You do not receive any cattle, or any thiug of that kind from tbem 1-
Nothing wbatever. 

273.5. Mr. llIqffatt.] You have stated that the present price of Mauritius 
sugar is 351. a ton; is that the result of experience of your own sales within the 
last four months ?-The average has not been so much as 35l. . 

2736. You are an extensive exporter of sugar from the Mauritius?-Yes. 
2737. Does the avel'age price of 35 I. a ton represent the average of your 

sale since October last ?-I cannot say; I have sold small portions as high as 
40 s., the great bulk has been 398., going down again to 26 s. ; I have sugar now 
in the docks iu London which was shipped as sugar from the Mauritius, it is now 
valued at 268.; I have sugar shipped as molasses in the Mauritius; in coming 
home, it has leaked out, and become so consistent in its nature, that it would not 
be passed as molasses, and they have wished to charge 14/. dnty upon it. . 

2738. The Committee infer from your last answer, that the price which you 
bave realized upon the bulk of your "ugar has been 391. a ton ?-No, 36 I.; 
part has been sold at 358., 388., 36 $., 37 8., 35s., down to 268., and I should 
think as near as possible the average may be about 35 s. 

2739. That is your own importation of sugad-I do not sell it myself; I 
have a house of business,in the City to whom it is consigned. . 

2740. You make that quotation as having reference to the prices since October 
last ?-Yes. . 

2i41. That gives you 211. a ton exclusive of duty?-Yes. 
2742. Are you aware what has been the Gazette average price for Mauritius 

sugar during the last four months ?-It is now about 238. ; in December last it 
was 22 s. 

2743· Being conversant with the Mauritius trade, you are of course aware 
tlmt there bas been lately a large quantity of very inferior sugar brought from 
the Mauritius ?-There was the latter part of the last crop. 

2744. That came into operation over the period of which we are speaking?
I am speaking of the average prices; I have now sugar at 26 ~. 

2745. The average price has been largely pulled down recently by a large 
import of very inferior sugar, has not iH-·J do not think it has; that would 
exclude our low qualities of sugar, and take only the line good sugar. . 

2;46. Does your evidence exclude those low qualities of sugar, when you say 
that sugar has only been at 21/. a ton ?-No, I take the average of sugar at 35.f. 

2i47· Does.that include this low quality of Mauritius sugar !-Very likely it 
does not include those low sugars; J think including them would bring it down 
lower. 

2748. You mean to state that fait yellow Mauritius sugar, of an avemge 
quality, excluding those low parcels, has ruled at 211. a ton ?-About 35l. a ton 
the long price. 

2749· You have stated the cost of production to be from 181. to 201. a ton; 
baye YOll any statistics by which you can inform the Committee what the pl'O
portion oflabour is in that calculation? -The labour I haTe stated before I con
sider enters into the calculation of expense about half, and perhaps a little more. 

2i50 • Have you any copies of the accounts of your estates which would enable 
the Committee to draw th,eir own conclusions ?-No; my accounts are kept 
in the island. . 

2751. You stated in the course of your evidence, that subst!quent to the 
admission of foreign slave-labour sugar'lour prospects were so hopeful at the 
l\Iayritiu8. that you greatly stimulate tIle production of sugar ?-In 1841, 
seclIlg those declaratiolls, I felt perfectly certain. . 

0·3:.1· H H 2 2752. In 
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H. Hu,,'u, Esq. 2752. In 1844 did not you state that a vast amount of capital was put into 
the Mauritius, and the production greatly stimulated ?-In 1843. 

21 February 1848.. 275:l. And that of course continued through 1844 and 1845 up to 1846:-
It continued t:l such time as they got the estateR into proper cultivation. 

2754. By which you increased your export from 26,000 tons to 66,000 tons? 
-Yes. 

2755. The greater proportion of that increase was under the knowledcre that 
you would have to compete with foreign free labour sugar 1-W e always looked 
forward to the declaration of Sir Robert Peers, that there would he alwavs a 
certain protection against foreign free-labour sugar. • 

2756. In the early part of your examination you stated that the cost of a slave 
was 3t. 11 8. per annum, and the cost of free labour 19/. per annum; in the 
cost of slave labour, did you estimate the interest of the money in,·olvcd in the 
capital that that sla,·e represented ?-I have answered that question before. 

2757. You gave no satisfactory answer to the question; what did you buy 
your slaves at rer head ?-They were bought by Government at'70 I. 

2i.~8. Which you thought was a value quite low enough f·-For which I 
got 281. 

2759. If you take the interest upon the capital which you said the slave 
was worth at the time, it is equivalent to how much per annum, takin ... the rate 
of interest in the Mauritius as 10 per cent. !-The rate of interest in the Mauri-
tius is nine per cent. in the market. . 

2760. Taking the interest upon your slaves at nine per cent., supposinO' them 
to be worth 701. a slave, that would give you 6/. 48. as the cost of the labour of 
a slave 1-1 take the whole amount of the revenue derived from the land as the 
interest. 

2761. This is one of the elements which you appear to have left out of your 
calculation \'-1 have left that out purposely. 

:2762. Have YOIl made any calculation of the loss ofHfe of the slaves ?-No. 
2i63. Do the slaves never die !-But they are born also. 
2764. Have you put down the eost of rearing slaves ?-I can inform the Com

mittee of the average mortality of the whole island; it was about two or three 
per cent. during the period that I speak of, in 1833. . 

:2765. Was the mortality larger among the slaves than among other parties; 
have you any return of the mortality among the slaves 1-1 speak of the slaves. 

2766. Have you made any estimate of the loss of labour which would accrue 
from slaves running away, or skulking, or sickness !-No. . 

2767. Those which are the most costly parts of the maintenance of a sla\'e 
you have omitted from your calculation f-l do not consider it. just to chsrge the 
interest upon slaves. 

2;68. Sir Edward Bu.rton.] In comparing the cost of the two systems, is it 
not unfair not to introduce it !-Even admitting it, it would make the difference 
(If 91. to 191. 

2769. Mr. Moffatt.] It is clear the loss of life of the slaves, and the loss of 
labour from slaves occasionally being sick, and at other times running away 
from their master, must be included in the cost of slavery ?-That would apply. 
(In the other pand, to the Indian in his absence from work; it would apply even 
more to him than to the slave. . 

2770. That is taking the engagements for one year ?-Takl' any period and it 
will be so. 

2771. It will not be the case if you pay by task-work ?-We are bound by 
(lur contract to pay them by the month. 

2772. If the labourer falls sick, you do not re·engage him after the period at 
which he i~ at first engaged ?-He is hired by the twelvemontb. 

2i73. Is that invariable l-yes. 
2774. Is that the law!-No; you have the power of engaging him for a 

-shorter period if you please. 
2775. Sir Edrvard BUol·lon.] If nothing is $Bid about it, do you engage them 

for a ye(lr or a month? what is the natural law of the country if DO other 
engagement is made ?-I believe his engagement wi111ast for a moutll, supposing 
you say nothing about the time. . . 

2776. Mr. ilfoffall.] You stated tllat there had been a difference of price in 
the production of the Mauritius of 1,500,000 I. consequent upon the alterntion 
in 1846 ?-I think not; I took the report on the island by Sir William GOIl\~ 

m 
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in which he quoted the value of the exports from the island as being1,600,0001., and H. Hllnt,r, Esq. 
'stated that the value of the imports was 1,100,000 I., leaving aJ1. excess of 500,000/. • 

2777. Are you aware what the cost of maintaining protection to our colonies Sl February 1848. 
has been to the mother country ?-N o. 

2778. You are not aware whether it has cost the mother country two or, three 
millions per annum ?-I know it costs a great deal to keep up the blockading 
eq uadron on the coast of Africa. . 

2779. The cost of protection as regards sugar do you know?-I cannot answer 
tIle question. t • 

2780. Mr. Villiers.] You were understood to say that you had abandoned, or 
~ontemplated abandoning" the six estates you possess ?-If 1 do not receive 
assistance they must be abandoned. 

C781. When was it you determined to abandoll your estates!!-I have not 
made up my mind; it will depend upon circumstances. . 

2782. Supposing the law is not altered, and that you do not recover the 
protection which you state you have lost, have you contemplated that your six 
very fertile estates will be abandoned 1-1 think no one will advance the money 
·that will be necessary to cultivate them. . 

2783. When was it you made this calculation as to what it would be profitable 
to do a~ to those estates; was it only subsequent to the change of the law in 1846 ? 
-It is within the last six months; I think it would be useless cultivating them. 

2784. You did not consider it useless cultivating those estates before that 
timc, subsequently to the law whicb admitted free.labour sugar ?-Under the 
protection statcd by Sir Robert Peel, certainly not. 

278.1, Were you satisfied with the cbange in the law whicb admitted foreign 
·free-labour SUgal' 1-.' There was a protective duty then. 

2786. 'Were you satisfied with that change in the law?-That law excluded 
.foreign slave.labour sugar, and admitted foreign free-labour sugar at lOs. 
differential duty. 

2i87. You were not alarmed at that change?-No. 
2iSS. You could have continued the cultivation of your estates .under that 

changer-Yes. . 
278y. Do you say tbat your estates are more fel·tile tIlan other estates in. the 

island? - They are> very fertile. 
2790. Are there estates less fertile ?-A great many. 
2i91, Can you inform tlle Committee wbether those estates were abandoned 

upon that change of the law in 1844?-None have. been abandoned. 
27y2. Do you know any thing about the intentions of the proprietors of those 

-estates ?-Yes. 
2793. DI) those intentions correspond with your own? -Perfectly. 
2794. Did the English houses that have failed possess any I)f those estates in 

·the Mauritius 1-1 believe they did in property. ' 
2795. Have they recently purchased those estates ?-I do not know when 

·tbeir arrangemcnts were made; certainly since 1843. . 
2796. In consequence of their failure those estates may be abandoned V-My 

'Opinion is tbat they will be. 
2797. Do you know any thing of tbe particulars of tbe failures of those houses! 

-Nothing but what has appeared in the papers. 
279& Do you know any estates that are likely to be abandoned where the 

ow'Cers bave not failed ?-Yes. 
2799. You have not abandoned yours 1-1 think I sbal1 do so. 
2800. What will be the consequence of your abandoning your estates; will 

any other person purchase them ?-It is useless purchasing them if you have not 
tbe means of paying wages; there is the advantage of having unpaid labour 
like slave labour. You not only now require capital to purchase the estate. but 
you require a 'capital to pay the monthly wages. You require a larger. capital 
to work with than in the case of slave labl)ur. 

2801. If these elItates are abandoned, they will return to waste, you think V--
They will.; . 

11802. What is tbe nature of this accommodation that tbe Colonial Office has 
afforded to the planters ?-It was supposed when the news arrived of. the failures 
of these large houses, that there would be the greater proportion of the crop reo . 
maining on the island; and upon a request to the Government by the Mauritius 
Association, that they would assist us in bringing home our produce. to prevent 

o.3~. II II 3 its 
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II. HURler, Es~. its being sacrificed to parties coming from Engla~d speculating in prices, and 
expecting that people would sell at a mere noollnal value, the Colonial Office 

.!Il February 1848. stepped in, and authorized the government there to make us an advance of 0/. 
per ton from the money they had at their disposal in the Treasury. It was to be 
consi!!11ed here t~ houses of business, to be hypothecated to the Government, who 
would receive the money and send it back again. 

2803. From what fund was this advance to come ?-From the surplus then in 
the chest, which was supposed to be upwards of 100,000/. 

2804. 'Vas this in metal ?-Entirely. 
ll805. There has been no bank established, nor any change in the system of 

banking since that time ?-There are two bank~; one .bank is !lot working; 
there is another; but the Government do not receive their notes In payment of 
the duties; therefore the whole payment of taxes in the island has been made 
in specie. 

:2806. There has been no power conferred upon any bank of issuing paper, has 
there ?-Government have authorized a new system, altering. the accounts 
entirely of the island. The account formerly was kept in pounds, shillings and 
pence; they have Ot"dered it to be kept in rupees, and they have sent out a gen~ 
tleman for the purpose of establishing a bank; the nucleus of that is to be upon 
this tramaction of the shipment of sugar home, the details of which I have not 
the actual means of giving to the Committee, hut I have no doub~ they' can be 
gi ven from the Colonial Office. 

2807. Is the privilege couferred upon this bank of issuing paper?-Tbis bank 
is to issue paper; it was intended to bi in this way: they were to gi ve to partiet 
notes, instead of giving metal for the amount of the 9t. advanced upon the sugar; 
and it was hoped that these notes would remain in circulation, and from that t() 
create eventually a Government Bank. . 

2808. It is expected in the Colonial Office that thesc notes will circulate? - Y ea.. 
2809. Are they payable on demand f-¥es. 
2810. Have Government guaranteed the bank 1-Jt is a Government bank. 
2811. It is a Government bank issuing paper?-Yes, payable on demand, 

therefore I fear they will not remain in circulation. 
281ll. As the bank has been recently established, the notes are to be con

vertible at sight into bullion ?-On demand. 
2813. May these notes be taken for any other purposes than the payment of 

this 9l. per ton upon the sugar: may they be taken for duties 1-Yes, if I pledge 
100 tons to the Gov"!rnment, 1. should receive 900/. in these notes; if! have a 
payment to make to the Treasury for taxes, I can pay these notes in. 

2814. It is a new system of currency introduced into the island. and these 
notes are to pass current for all purposes, as far as Governmeut is concerned r
Yes; and I hope they will remain in circulation; it will be the greatest blessing 
that can be. 

2815. Does that give any facility to the planter to borrow money i-He bas 
sugar there, and it prevents his selling it at an unusual sacrifice. 

2816. .As far as these ruined estates are concerned, they are to receive paper 
fQr the sugar at a certain rate; but may any other person, wishing to mise money 
upon his sugar, have a greater facility of doing so, in cousequence of this paper 
currency ?...:.!.Any person whatever, if Le found that the price offered bY' private 
individuals was so low that he would rather take the advance of 9/. from the 
Government, and ship his sugar, and take his chance of getting lIt. or 121. 
in England, could pledge that sugar, and take this advance from tile Government. 

2817. Any person offering his Rugar to the Government at that rate, could 
have got the money?-Certainly. 

2818. It was not confined to the properties of these fallen houses 1-No .. 
2819. As far as this rate paid for the' sugar went, it was an accommodation 

offere~ by the G~vernment to all ~be planters 1-CertaiQly ; it ,,:as to pr~vent tl~e 
necessity of partles who were all III a .state of complete prostratIOn, selling their 
sugar at a very ruinous rate. . 

2820 •. Does the Government undertake to go on offering 9/. in that way 1-
I cannot say. 

2821. You have been one of the parties negociating this transaction ?-Therc 
has been nothing of that kind touched on. 

2822. What is the limit of the period during which this accommodati~n is to 
continue ?-We consider ed so Ion g as there continued any of the sugar of tius crop. 
. . 2823. Supposing 
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2823. Supposing Government were to continue this accommodation, would H. Hunl ... , E'q. 
the estates you contemplate abandoning be kept in cultivation ?-No ; it is the 
time intervening between the end of one crop and the commencement of ~1 February 184~· 
another, during which the pull is, when money is required to bring forward the 
crop: when 1 have thl! sugar made, the difficulties vanish; it is the money 
requisite to bring the crop forward that is wanted; we are supposed to have the 
whole of our sugar exported from the island by the month of March; but 
during the intervening months, from March to SE:ptember, you have the payment 
of wages for labour and for provisions 1\ressing upon you; if the Government 
choose to say, "we will advance you the money in the interim," the same as the 
Dutch government do in Java, that is a different thing. 

2824. The capital that is obtained by these means, is not sufficient for the 
planter to carryon his cultivation ?-No. 

2825. Is sugar the only security which Government take for issuing this 
paped-The advance is given upon the sugar which is shipped. 

2826. Sugar hypothecated to the Government, is sufficient, in your opinion, 
for an ad vance of money in paper currency ?-Yes. 

282j. Must that sugar be shipped to England ?-Yes. 
28.z3. Do they receive any other' security but sugar for the advance of this 

paper-money :-It is not competent to ask for it upon anything else; instead of 
giving out the metal ill the chest, they give out that paper. 

2829. No more paper is issued than the amount in the chest, which is equal 
to 100,0001.?-1 do notexactIy understand it, so far as to give a detail of the 
whole transaction; it was first represented by us to the Government, the advan
tage that'would occur to the island from getting an advance upon the sugar 
which was then fit to pledge; upon that the Government have founded their own 
intention of forming a bank. 

,.830. It has been au accommodation to the planters ?-Certainly; they 
would rather take the chance of the market at home. 

2831. With resPElct to freights; freight is one charge which you take into 
your calculation when you are counting the cost at which you can bring sugar 
IDto this country ?-Yes. ' 

2832. If the freights were lowered, you say that it would be no boon to tile 
Mauritius 1-lt would be no boon to me, taking the average freights I have paid 
these last 20 years. 

2833. If the freights could be reduced, it would be a boon to you ?-No 
question; the less the cost you can bring sugar to the market the better; I do 
not go into that ar!\'ument at all. , 

2834. A reductIOn in the freight' would be an advantage to the planter in 
remitting sugar to thinountry, would it not 1-No question of it. 

2835. Whether that is brought about by a repeal of the Navigation Laws 
4>1' anything else, a reduction of freight is a great advantage to you 1-Yes; if 
it is a reduction of 10 s., it will be an advantage of ad. a hundred-weight; if it 
is 1 I. a ton, it will be an advantage of Is. a hundred-weight. If you go into 
tIle market to charter a vessel to go to tht', Mauritius, you could not get one 
on the same rate to go there as to Porto Rico or Brazil. " 

2836. Were you to be understood that the addition to the price that is re
rplired to make your business profitable is as much as lOs. !-A penny a pound 
is what we ha\'e asked for. 

, 21137. If that could be brought about in any way, you think the Mauritius 
would flour:.h !-That is to say, if you securp. 1 d. a pound more to us than we 
have now. 

2838. You have no complaint, have you, about the want of labour ?-Our 
complaint is not as to the number of labourers. 

2839. Since emancipation, you have had Coolies there ?-We had had Coolies, 
hut we have not had a proper power over theJll, so as to make them useful and 
industrial men to us. 

2840" You require some change in your Vagrant Law?-Decidedly, as it is of 
no use to go on importing new men, unless those that are in the island are forced 
justly to fulfil the contract which they took in hand. 

2841. Do you mean to represent that any change of that sort depends upon 
the Government in the colony, or upon the Legislature here ?-It depends 
UpOIl the Government at home. it is a Crown colony. 

2842. Do you know if any remonstrance has been made to the. Colonial Office 
0.32• H H 4 upon 
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Jl H E upon the subiect of vagrancy and police !-There ha"e been petitions sent home . ""Icr, .q. J • 
upon the subject from the colony. 

<11 r.brllary 1848. 2843· There is no interest in the local government at 'nriance with that or 
the island on such a matter as that, is there ?-There should not be between the 
government and the island upon the subject. 

2844. Supposing sugar culth'ation were abandoned, are you to be understood 
that nothing else will grow there 1-Cattle will not live; rice mav be cultivated 
in small quantities; the French Government attempted indigo. ihey attempted' 
spices of different descri ptions, and they attempted silk, but it has alI- gone out. 

284.5. If those cha~ges which you recommend were made in the Vagrant Laws. 
do you consider that you would have labour enough to be upon the s~me footing 
as when you had slave labour ?-As to numbers. 

2846. As to advantage to the employer ?-It depends entirely upon the wo .... es, 
it depends upon the working of the men. e 

284;. Chairman.] You we!e asked about the Government loan; waa that loan 
Dot granted to save the unhappy population of the Mauritius from "the imminent 
danger under which they would otherwise have been, of being star,'erl to death 
by free·trade in sugar?-The loan had notl.ing to do with bringing provisions; 
that was a separate question; we reque~te(l from the Mauritius Association. thnt. 
the Bengal Government, in the event of thei r seeing the regular supplic~ of 
I'ice to the island not going down, should authorize a certain quantity to be sent 
to the island consigned to the Governor, or elge advances made upon it to 
parties who chose to ship, the Government getting their paymen t, and making a 
transmission home for the payment of that rice in India; that was a separate 
matter altogether from the sugar loan. 

2848. The Government are now, through India, feeding the population of the 
Mauritius, just exactly as they fed the people of Ireland during the famine, arc 
they not ?-Yes ; in the e,'ent of private enterprize failing, Government stcp in. 

2849. Is that the case now ?-I ha"e l]ot heard of any instance of the kind. 
2850' Unless this money had been advanced, the crop could not Lave heen 

taken off?-The great l'isk was that a portion of it would not he taken oft'. The 
new~ of these &tilures arrived in the Mauritius towards the end of November or 
the beginning of December, when the crop was not finislled. 

2851. And this advance of 9 t. a ton was to enable the planters to take off the 
crop ?-To finish their crop, and pre\'ent the great sacrifice that must have 
occurred in the event of 'their selling it there . 
• 2852. If they had not been 'able to take off their crop, it would have been 

because they could not have continued to pay their labourers 1-Yes. ' 
2853. The practical effect would have been, that if they had not been supplied 

with this loan to enable them to take off their crop, there would 11a\'e been no 
wages for the labourers, and the labourers must have starved ?-As long as there 
is sugar there, the stipendiary magistrates can step in and take it for the pnyment· 
of wages.' . ' 

28.14. The sugar would have been still in the cane·field: therefore there 
would have been no sugar to seize ?-Thev would then seize their mule!! or their 
carts; they have the privilege o,\'er the moveables ofthe estate. 

28';5. WJth respect to the interest upon the capital invested in slaves, you 
have been asked whether there was not six guineas interest, at the rate of nine 
per cent., which ought to be eharged to the expense of slave labour, in addition· 
to the amount which you gave in; of the 70 I. which you took into consideration" 
is not there 40 I. which is unpaid. and which is to remain for ever unpaid ?-Yes. 

28.56. Therefore, nine per cent. upon 40 I. remains a permanent charge, which· 
can never be wiped 0/1; against the planter, let him have free labour or no 
labour at all ?-No question of it; and, besides that, nine per cent. ought not to' 
be charged, because I have money at five per cent. 

285i. The slave was valued at 70/., but YOIl were only paid 31/.1-That is so. 
2858. Consequently, if that charge is a fair charge to take into consideration" 

so far as the 40/. goes, it still remains to be defrayed by the produce of the 
labourer ?-Certainly. 

2859. It is a charge for ever upon the estate? - It iii. 
2860. You said that the rate of interest upon mortgaged estates was nine per 

cent., but the rate of interest charged to British capitalists who invested' 
their money from England was not nine per cent. ?-The amount charged by 
the accounts current against me is five per cent. ' 
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LORD GEORGE BENTINCK, IN THB CHAIR. 

Mr. Archihald Francis Arbutlmot, called in; and further Examined. 

2861. Chairman.) HAVE you any explanation you wish to offer to the 
Committee in reference to your former evidence I-Yes: I was desired to ascer
tain, and to state the actual cost of producing sugar, in reference to an estimate 
I gave in of the probable cost of making it. I have therefore referred to the 
letters and correspondence of the parties in India who have an interest in those 
works; but, I am sorry to say, without having found any statement of the cost 
of the sugar. I am, therefore, unable to add anything upon that point to the 
e"idence I gaT'e, and the estimate which I presented. On another point 
I would wish, with the permission uf the Committee, to give some further 
information. 

286:4. You were also desired to ascertain what was the price which was realized 
for the sugar l-Yes: I stated upon that occasion that the average price which 
the sugar realized was about 458. per cwt. in London. A calculation was 
gone into to show that, deducting the duty and charges from that price of 458., 
there would remain 1.1. net price of 238., upon which it was observed correctly, 
with reference to t110se figures, there would be a. profit of about 3 II. a cwt. 
upon the sugar. I have now referred to the actual a,ccount sales of the two 
last cargoes imported, and I find that the last cargo, which arrived in the begin
ning of January, was sold, curiously enough, exactly at the average price of 458., 
but in consequence of a considerable portion of it being of a. very fine quality, 
the duty of 168. 4 d. was levied upon it instead of 148., the result of which is, 
tlmt the charges, including this duty, came to 248. 9 d., leaving a net price of 
208. 3 d. The cargo previous to that arrived in October, and was sold at the 
average price of 438. 8 d. The quality of that cargo appears to have been not 
quite so fine as that which sold at 458., for the duty levied upon it was only 
148., but the duty and charges together came to 238. 8 d., leaving the net price 
of that cargo 208. 

2863. Mr. 111. Gibsoll.] In both those cases it appears that your whole cost. 
of production was replaced; there was no loss ?-Precisely; the cost of pro
duction was replaced with interest at five per cent .. 

11864. With ten per cent. for wear and tear 1-Yes, and interest at five per 
cent. upon the capital expended, supposing that estimate was accurate; the' 
estimate was not prepared, as I think I explained, for the use of this Committee, 
but was an estimate prepared by the parties interested in the works upon which: 
they entered into this speculation. 

2865 •. In fact the estimate was a practical calculation which was made with 
a view to guide you in the operations you were going to undertake in India?
Not to guide me but to guide the" parties, and it was liable to the uncertainties 
which attend all estimates; I am afraid in this case the estimate was consider
ably under the mark; in fact I know the cost has been considerably greater. 

2866. In fact, as far as the price of sugar is concerned, if all things remain 
according to the estimate, the price will not leave you losers upon the trans
action I-I consider the parties will be considerable losers; the investlUent of 
money iu Government securities in India would produce fiv.e per cent., no, 

0·32. I J liable 

Mr. 
A. F. Ar6.thnot. 

~3 February 1848 
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Mr. liable to any fluctuation or any accident, whereas the interest in tbis calcu-
A. F. Arlndhnol. lation is at tbe same rate of five per cent.; but considering the uncertainty of 

such property, it ought to be at least ten per cent. 
'3 February 1848• 2867. Supposing that estimate upon which you have. ~ased your operations 

turns out in all particillars to be correct as to tbe quantity of produce, and so 
forth as far as the present prices of sugar are concerned, you will have received 
at th~ close of the year five per cent. on the capital investecl in your plant, and 
ten per cent. to allow for tbe wear and tear, and the whole cost of the sugar 
will have been replaced ?-Yes. 

2868. Mr. Miles.] Since you were here the other day have you made any 
inquiries as to what order has been sent out about the sugar factory at Madras? 
-Those sugar factories belong to parties at Madras. 

2869. Have you found out what is going to be done with them ?-No, I have 
no knowledge of it ; no one in this country is interested in those sugar works ; 
the proprietors are entirely in India. therefore no one here is competent to 
issue any orders. 

21170. Have you no means of knowing whether it is the intention of the 
parties to continue the cultivation ?-No. 

2871. Mr. Moffatt.] Would not the cargo imported in January, and sold at 
45 s., have left you a profit, but for the unfortunate operation of the classifica
tion duties?-If the duty had been at 14s. instead of 16s. 4d. there would 
have been what you may call a profit; the difference of duty to tbe pro
prietors. 

2872. The high duty you have to pay in consequence of making a lIuperior 
article in sugar 1-Yes. 

2873. Chairman.] In answer to tbe Vice-President of the Board of Trade 
you have stated, tbat upon the calculation given in tbe otber day, even upon 
the reduced price of sugar; you would receive interest at five per cent. ?-Yes, 
upon the capital laid out. 

2874. In addition to the 10 per cent. that was allowed for the wear and 
tear ?-Yes. 

2875. Was not the calculation which was made by the Vice-President of the 
Board of Trade the other day founded upon the product of 2,700 tons r-It 
was. 

28i6. And in answer to a question of one the Members of the Committee, 
you stated that the absolute product had not been 2,700 tons, but had been 
1,500 tons ?-Yes. 

2877. Then the calculation of the Vice-President of the Board of Trade of 
what the return of interest was, being calculated upon the produce of 2,700 
tons instead of 1,500 tons, is altogether fallacious ?-It is, certainly; so long 
as the works produce only that reduced quantity. 

21178. And as yet they have only produced that quantity ?-Yes. 
:.1879. Mr. M. Gibson.] What is the time covered by the estimate 1-The 

time covered by the estimate is passed considerably; that is one of the inaccu
racies to which all estimates are liable. 

2880. You may produce at some future time the quantity which you esti
mate to pfQduce ?-We may, certainly. This calculation was partly founded 
upon an expected increased cultivation by the ryots of the raw material there. 
There may have been an over estimate in this respect, but it is to be hoped 
there will be an increase hereafter. It is one of the contingencies of estimates. 

2881. Do you hope, in the long run, it will produce what that estimate 
supposes ?-Yes, we,do hope so; there is no certainty of it. 

2882. Mr. Cardwell.] You began your works with the expectation that they 
would produce 2,700 tons, and you now think it a reasonable expectation 
that in future years 2,700 tons may be produced from those works r-Yes, 
we hope that may be the case. 

2883. Mr. Wilson.] The 2,700 tons and the 1,500 tons would not be pro
duced from the same quantity of jaggery 1-No. 

2884. The cost of 1,500 tons would be proportionably reduced below the 
2,700 tons, as far as regarded many of the items ?-As far as regarded a few of 
the items. A great part of the expense of these works consisted in the skilled 
labour; the expense of the superintendent of the lugar boilers, and engineer, 
and so forth. whose salaries are not contingent upon the quantity produced, 
but must be divided over the total quantity, whatever it may be. 

2885. Whaten'!" 
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2885. Whatever is made, you have certain fixed expenses?-Yes, exactly. Mr. 
2886. And those oecome much less upon a large quantity than a small A. F. ArinltJuwl. 

quantity I-Necessarily. 
- 2887. These works have only been in operation two or three years 1_ '3 February IH+8. 

Just 80. 
2888. Therefore you do not think yet they have had -a fair chance of coming 

into full operation ?-Such is the expectation of the parties entering into the 
speculation. . They supposed the ryots would be induced to cultivate more 
sugar when there was a demand for it: • 

28!!9. Have you seen any calculation with respect to the cost of producing 
sugar in the Delta of the Godavery, which was published in this country, 
within the last two years, by a person of the name of Sullivan I-I have seen 
a statement prepared by Major Cotton, who sent it home. to this country; 
but I do not think you can proceed at all upon it. Mr. Cotton is a very 
sanguine man, and one upon whose calculations I should consider it unsafe 
to proceed practically. 

2890. Do you know the Delta of the Godavery?-I have not resided there. 
2891. You had some works not far from it, had you not 1-1 am not myself 

interested in any; but the house in Madras in which I was a partner have 
projected certain works there; whether they will now go on with them or 
not may be doubtful; but they have in contemplation, or had rather in con
templation, the erection of works there. 

2892. Are you aware of any arrangement the East India Company are 
making for the purpose of giving facilities to irrigate the whole of that Delta ? 
-I understand the East India Company have gone to a great expense, with 
the view of forming an annicut to irrigate the country, and thereby render the 
property much more valuable. 

2893. And that is with a view to the sugar cultivation I-Very much so. 
2894. There is no great cultivation there but sugar, is there I-Grain for the 

people, but nothing in the way of export. 
2895. Is the sugar cultivation there by the natives exclusively 1-1t is. 
2896. Do you know what they sell the jaggery at there ?-Ten annas a 

maund is the price in the estimate I gave in. 
2897. It is the same there as at your factory ?-I believe so. 

Mr. Charles Dowding, called in; and Examined. 

2898. Mr. M. Gibson.] YOU are Surveyor-general of Customs 1-1 am. Mr. C. Dof»ding. 
2899. With respect to the standard samples of sugar, have they been given 

to the trade generally?-They have to all the trade who have asked for them; 
they were never refused to any merchant who chose to ask for them; they 
were ostensibly required to be sent out to the makers of sugar, to desire them 
to make it nearly but not quite equal to the standard. 

2900. How do you consider that the difficulties have' arisen between the 
importers of sugar and the officers of the customs, in settling the rate of 
duty that should be paid upon particular sugars I-The officers of customs 
say the sugar tlGuals the standard samples, and charge the second rate of duty; 
the merchant, on the other hand, contends, it is not equal to the standard. 

2901. Having a standard, what do you think is the reason that there should 
still arise those questions as to what rate of duty any sugar is to be admitted 
at I-Naturally the merchant wishes to get his sugar in at as Iowa. rate of 
duty as he can. I do not consider anything r.an be called a difficulty which 
you can overcome, and we have had very few instances, considering all things 
where the trade has been dissatisfied. Delay seems to have been more a caus~ 
of dissatisfaction than the difference of the duty. 

2902. The standard sample of sugar has been sent, has not it, to the dif
ferent ports of the United Kingdom?-To every port; immediately the late 
'Chancellor of the Exchequer decided upon the sample, it was sent to all the 
ports of the United Kingdom. 

290 3. It haA been stated that what is called the plan of spoiling sugars has 
been had recourse to, by mi.xing syrup for the purpose of colouring them, in 
0r?er to get the sugars admitted at a low rate of duty; can you give the Com
mittee any information upon that point I-If the entire parcel were spoiled 

0.32 • I [ \I we 
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Mr. C. DtifJ1ding. we should have considered it a lower quality of sugar, but if only a portion of 
it was spoiled, we should charge the duty upon that pom,on which was un

~3 February 1848• damaged. The law makes no allowance for damage on BUgar. 
2904. Would the spoiling or colouring the sugar answer the pUTPose of 

getting the sugar, which was equal in <!uality in other respect", in at a lower 
duty?-Mr. Hardman has stated that he damaged some of his8ugar on pur
pose to be brought in at a lower amount of duty. If the whole quantity had 
been damaged, we should not have known that it was discoloured only. 

2905. Mr. Wilson.] Mr. Hardman stated that it was discoloured in India, 
hefore it was packed r-I did not understand him to state that. The part that 
we charged at a higher duty could not have been discoloured. 

2906. Mr. M. Gibson.] A question was asked of ~Ir. Hardman as to the 
effect that might be produced by the difference between a dull and a clear 
day; thatsqgar would present a different appearance on a dull day and a 
bright day?-There cannot be a doubt that the difference of the day will make 
a difference in "the appearance of the sugar if colour were the sole guiding 
principle. 

2907. Colour is one of the elements upon which you calculate the quality? 
-It is the first distinguishing element. 

2908. Has an opinion been expressed by the officers that the mode of col
lecting the duty is not satisfactory ?-It has never been disguised that it has 
been an unsatisfactory mode; because it is not a question of fact, it is in a 
great degree It matter of opinion; but taking all these things into considera
"tion, it is astonishing how very few differences have existed. 

2909. There was a case which was cited by Mr. Hardman, in reference to 
some sugar that was brought by the " Alfred;" it was stated that that sugar 
was charged at different rates of duty in different places; and also that orders 
were given first of all that the sugar should be taken at 148., that then there 
was a counter order that it should be charged 16s. 4d., and then that that was 
altered again; in fact, that there seemed to be a state of indecision for some 
time as to what the sugar should be charged ?-I have the papers connected 
with 'the "Alfred," and the sample of sugar upon which the duty was charged. 

2910. Will you state what were the circumstances of the case ?-This was 
the application which was received by the officers: "We beg to state that we 
last month entered 660 bags sugar," and then there are the marks and num
bers of the cargo, all "as not being equal in quality to white clayed. and 
which are now lying at No.1 Warehouse, London Docks. The same have 
since been stopped by your Honours' officers, considering them to have been 
equal in qUality to other refined sugar. We respectfully bring this matter to 
your Honours' notice, being of opinion that the (B) mark is not equal in 
quality to the rate of duty it is stopped for; the mark of (A) appears by the 
samples now in our possession to exceed the standard, and we therefore trust 
that your Honourable Board will have the second qualities again looked to, 
and further allow us to amend our warehousing entry for the first parcel." 
The officers' answer to that application is as follows: .. The applicants entered 
to be warehoused on the 18th May ex' Alfred: from Calcutta, the sugars as 
stated by them, giving their description as ' not being equal in quality to white 
clayed: which, upon examination, we found to be superior, and therefore 
placed the whole under detention. The 400 bags marked Cossipore (A) the 
applicants admit to he as we describe them, viz., 'equal to other refined,' hut 
demur to our judgment of the quality of the 260 bags marked Cossipore (B); 
we therefore beg to forward a sample of the latter for your Honours' inspec
tion, with our opinion that although not so good in quality as Cossipore (A), 
they come under the denomination also of' other refined sugar.' The request 
to amend the entry upon the first mark according as we have described them, 
and upon the mark (B), according to the decision your Honours may be pleased 
to give, is for consideration." It was then referred to the Surveyors'-generaL 
They reported: "We consider the sample- representing 260 bags Cossipore (B) 
to be refined sugar, or sugar rendered by a process equal in quality thereto." 
The Board ordered the duty to be charged at 188. 8d.; the parties then made 
an application in which they stated: ., We petitioned "you on the 9th instant 
regarding some sugars ex • Alfred: from Calcutta, marked Cossipore (B), 260 
bags, which were stopped by one of your Honours' officers at the London 
Docks, as being equal in quality to refined. The first answer we received to 

our 
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.our application was to the effect that this parcel would be passed at the Mr. C. DOflJdiRg. 
168. 4 d. duty, and we therefore considered ourselves justified in offering these 
'sugars for sale at this rate. On a subsequent application, however, we find g3 FebruDry 1848-
that the goods are still under stop for the IS8. Sd. per cwt. duty, and feeling 
assured that this is too high a duty to demand on this parcel, we humbly beg 
that your Honourable Board will reconsider the matter." The officers' state-
ment in answer to that is: "A reference to the application of Messrs. Sargent, 
.Gordon & Co:s, dated 9 June, enclosed, renders it almost unnecessary for us 
to state that no such answer was retlirned to them as that now stated, viz., 
, The first answer we received to our application was to the effect, that this 
parcel would be passed at the 168. 4d. duty;' but, on the contrary, when appli-
cation was first made to us after the sugars were detained, we stated that 'they 
were under stop for being wrongly entered; and our opinion was, that both 
qualities were equal to other refined sugar. We reported accordingly to yoUl' 
Honours, and the Surveyors-general, to whom the case was referred, supported 
'Our views; upon which your Honours were pleased to make an order on, the 
J 6th of June." The Board abided by their former order. The parties again 
applied, and they stated that they had been deceived, and the Board still abided 
by their former order; therefore the Board never ordered it to be released at 
16s. 4d., as stated by that gentleman in his evidence. He says he had a com-
munication with one of the officers; but the officer denies ever having given 
him that information. He says they were ordered to be released at 168. 4d.; 
DO such order, as far as I can discover, was given. This (producing a sample) 
sample is the sugar to which these papers refer, and will fully justify the 
demand of ISs. Ii d. upon it; there can be no doubt of that. 

2910 .... Do you know anything about the case, which was stated, that out of 
the same parcel of sugar some was charged ISs. Sd. in London and a lower 
duty in Liverpool ?-There was a sample came up to London, and the officer 
who saw it (I suppose it was a dull day) decided that it should be admitted at 
the lower duty; it fell, however, into my hands, and I directed that ISs~ 8d. 
should be eharged, and orders to that effect were immediately sent down to 
Liverpool. 

2911. It is upon that ground that it is considered that the present mode is 
unsatisfactory, namely, that it rests too much upon mere opinion ?-Yes. 

2912. Mr. Miles.] You have stated that there have been very few instances 
"in which the trade have been dissatisfied 1-Very few, considering the number 
olcases which have been discussed. 

29'3. Has Mr. Hardman usually objected to the valuation of his sugars 1-
I do not know him. . 

29 14. Are you aware that he has generally made objections to the qualities 
. of his sugars being admitted at the different duties which have been charged? 
-I am not aware of that. It is extraordinary, I think, that we have had so 
little trouble. 

2915. You stated that the Dutch government had furnished you with 
samples?-Yes. When the alteration took place Sir Robert Peel obtained 
samples frOID the Dutch government, and it was decided that those, which 
I believe were Nos: IS and 19, should be adopted, 

29 16• Have they IS or 19 different sorts of duties ?-I do not know. 
:29 1 i· Are you aware whether they have anv difficulty in Holland in deter-

mining upon the qualities ?-No.· • 
29 18• Do you know anything about the French standards ?-No. 
29 19. Can you give the Committee any idea of a better method, or any im

provement in ~e ~ode of taki.ng those d~ties, than is now adopted ?-Not as 
long as a c1asslfication duty eXlsts, unless It were between clayed and unclayed 
sugars. Clayed sugar in former times paid a higher duty than muscovado. 
. 2920. Was there much difficulty in distinguishing them ?-No. 

2921. There were no disputes 1-No. 
:2922: ~hat difference do~ou .suppose there is between the clayed sugar 

and t~s hlght;r. standard, whICh IS equal to white clayed ?--Clayed sugars are 
of vanous qualities. FOI'merly no reference was made t!.l the qualities of su~ 
but simply to the fact of its being clayed or unclaved, t> , 

2923. If that distinction were kept up p.ow, would East India sugar come in 
as c1ayed sugar ?-Yes, much of it would. 

0·3:4· I I 3 2924. Would 



244 - MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE THE 

1IIr. C. D(jOJding. we should have considered it a lower quality of sugar, but if only 8 portion of 
it was spoiled, we should charge the duty upon that portion which was un-

23 February .848• damaged. The law makes no allowance for damage on Bugar. 
2904. Would the spoiling or colouring the sugar answer the purpose of 

getting the sugar, which was equal in quality in other respects, in at a lower 
duty?-Mr. Hardman has stated that he damaged some of his sugar on pur
pose to be brought in at a lower amount of duty. If the whole quantity had 
been damaged, we should not have known that it was discoloured only. 

2905. Mr. Wilson.] Mr. Hardman stated that it was discoloured in India, 
before it was packed ;-1 did not understand him to state that. The part that 
we charged at a higher duty could not have been discoloured. 

2906. Mr. M. Gibson.] A question was asked of Mr. Hardman as to the 
effect that might be produced by the difference between a dull and a clear 
day; thatsqgar would present a different appearance on 8 dull day and 8 

bright day?-There cannot be a doubt that the difference of the day will make 
a difference in -the appearance of the sugar if colour were the sole guiding 
principle. 

2907. Colour is one of the elements upon which you calculate the quality? 
'-It is the first distinguishing element. 

2908. Has an opinion been expressed by the officers that the mode of col
lecting the duty is not satisfactory ?-It has never been disguised that it has 
been an unsatisfactory mode; because it is not a question of fact, it is in a 
'great degree n matter of opinion; but taking all these things into considers
'lion, it is astonishing how very few differences have existed. 

2909. There was a case which was cited by Mr. Hardman, in reference to 
some sugar that was brought by the" Alfred;" it was stated that that sugar 
was charged at different rates of duty in different places; and also that orders 
were given first of all that the sugar should be taken at 14s., that theu there 
was a counter order that it should be charged 168. 4d., and then that that was 
altered again; in fact, that there seemed to be a state of indecision for some 
time as to what the sugar should be charged ?-I have the papers connected 
with 'the " Alfred," and the sample of sugar upon which the duty was charged. 

2910. Will you state what were the circumstances of the case ?-This was 
the application which was recl'ived by the officers: "We beg to state that we 
last month entered 660 bags sugar," and then there are the marks and num
bers of the cargo, all "as not being equal in quality to white clayed, and 
which are now lying at No.1 Warehouse, London Docks. The same have 
since been stopped by your Honours' officers, considering them to have been 
equal in quality to other refined sugar. We respectfully bring this matter to 
your Honours' notice, being of opinion that the (B) mark is not equal in 
quality to the rate of duty it is stopped for; the mark of (A) appears by the 
samples now in our possession to exceed the standard, and we therefore trust 
that your Honourable Board will have the second qualities again looked to, 
and further allow us to amend our warehousing entry for the first parcel." 
The officers' answer to that application is as follows: "The applicants entl'red 
to be warehoused on the 18th May ex' Alfred,' from Calcutta, the sugars as 
stated by tIiem, giving their description as ' not being equal in quality to white 
clayed,' which, upon examination, we found to be superior, and therefore 
placed the whole under detention. The 400 bags marked Cossipore (A) the 
applicants admit to be as we describe them, viz., 'equal to other refined; hut 
demur to our judgment of the quality of the 260 bags marked Cossipore (B); 
we therefore beg to forward a sample of the latter for your Honours' inspec
tion, with our opinion that although not so good in quality as Cossipore (A), 
they come under the denomination also of 'other refined sugar.' The request 
to amend the entry upon the first mark according as we have described them, 
and upon the mark (B), according to the decision your Honours may be pleased 
to give, is for consideration." ] t was then referred to the Surveyors' -gl'neral 
They reported: "We consider the sample- representing 260 bags Cossipore (B) 
to be refined sugar; or sugar rendered by a process equal in quality thereto." 
The Board ordered the duty to be charged at 18s. 8d.; the parties then made 
an application in which they stated: .. We petitioned you on the 9th instant 
regarding some sugars ex' Alfred,' from Calcutta, marked Cossil'ore (B), 260 
bags, which were stopped by one of your Honours' officers at the London 

,Docks, as being equal in quality to refined. The first answer we r~eived to 
our 
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.our application was to the effect that this parcel would be passed. at the Mr. C. DOIJJtljRg. 
168. 4 d. duty, and we therefore considered ourselves justified in offering these 
'sugars for sale at this rate. On a subsequent application, however, we find g3 February 1848• 
that the goods are still under stop for the 188'. 8d. per cwt. duty, and feeling 
assured that this is too high a duty to demand on this parcel, we humbly beg 
that your Honourable Board will reconsider the matter." The officers' state· 
ment in answer to that is: "A reference to the application of Messrs. Sargent, 
.Gordon & Co.'s, dated 9 June, enclosed, renders it almost unnecessary for us 
to state that no such answer was returned to them as that now stated, viz., 
, The first answer we received to our application was to the effect, that this 
parcel would be passed at the 168. 4 d. duty;' but, on the contrary, when appli-
cation was first made to us after the sugars were detained, we stated that 'they 

. were under stop for being wrongly entered; and our opinion was, that both 
qualities were equal to other refined sugar. We reported accordingly to your 
Honours, and the Surveyors·general, to whom the case was referred, supported 
'Our views; upon which your Honours were pleased to make an order on, the 
16th of June." The Board abided by their former order. The parties again 
applied, and they stated that they had been deceived, and the Board still abided 
by their former order; therefore the Board never ordered it to be released at 
16s. 4 d., as stated by that gentleman in his evidence. He says he had a com-
munication with one of the officers; but the officer denies ever having given 
him that information. He says they were ordered to be released at 16s. 4d.; 
no such order, as far as 1 can discover, was given. This (producing a sample) 
sample is the sugar, to which these papers refer, and will fully justify the 
demand of 18s. Ii d. upon it; there can be no doubt of that. 

:2910 •• Do you know anything about the case, which was stated, that out of 
the same parcel of sugar some was charged 18s. 8d. in London and a lower 
duty in Liverpool ?-There was a sample came up to London, and the officer 
who saw it (I suppose. it was a dull day) decided that it should be admitted at 
the lower duty; it fell, however, into my hands, and I directed that 18s. 8d. 
should be charged, ane! orders to that effect were immediately sent down to 
Liverpool. 

2911. It is upon that ground that it is considered that the present mode is 
unsatisfactory, namely, that it rests too much upon mere opinion I-Yes. 

29t:.1. Mr. Miles.] You have stated that there have been very few instances 
in which the trade have been dissatisfied ?-Very few, considering the number 
of cases which have been discussed. 

2913. Has Mr. Hardman usually objected to the valuation of his sugars 1-
r do not know him. 

2914. Are you aware that he has generally made objections to the qualities 
of his sugars being admitted at the different dutieR which have been charged? 
-I am not aware of that. It is extraordinary, I think, that we have had so 
little trouble. 

291.5. You stated that the Dutch government had furnished you with 
samples ?-Yes. When the alteration took place Sir Robert Peel obtained 
samples from the Dutch government, and it was decided that those, which 
I believe w~re Nos: 18 and 19, should be adopted. 

2916. Have they 18 or 19 different sorts of duties ?-I do not know. 
2917. Are you aware whether they have any difficulty in Holland in deter

mining upon the qualities ?-No. 
2918. Do you know anything about the French standards ?-No. 
2919. Can you give the Committee any idea of a better method, or any im

provement in the mode of taking those duties, than is now adopted ?-Not as 
long as a classification duty exists, unless it were between clayed and unclayed 
sugars. Clayed sugar in former times paid a higher duty than muscovado. 
. 2920. Was there much difficulty in distinguishing them I-No. 

2921. There were no disputes 1-No. 
2922. What diffel·tmce do you suppose there is between the clayed sugar 

and this higher standard, which is equal to white clRyed !-Clayed sugars are 
of various qualities. Formerly no reference was made t.Q the qualities of sugar. 
but simply to the fact of its being clRyed or unclayed. 

2923. If that distinction were kept up JlOW, would East India sugar come in 
as clayed sugar ?-Yes, much of it would. 

o·3~· r 13 2924. Would 
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2924. Would Demerara 1-No, I do not apprehend it would. We do not call 
the vacuum pan sugar dayed sugar. 

2925. What duty does that come in at now ?-At 14 s., if it is at the lower 
quality, and 168. 4d. if it is a higher qUality. . 

2926. Has any come in at the highest duty?-l am not aware of any 
instance in which it has heen charged 18s. 8d. 

2927. Do you keep any accounts of the different sugars admitted from the 
different colonies at the different rates of duty:-The inspector of imports 
keeps that account. 

2928. Could a return he made to the Committee of that ?-Yes, ifthe Com
mittee called for it. 

2929. When sugar is brought in, does it depend upon the inferior Custom_ 
house officers to say what the duty shall be 1-No; the landing surveyors are 
the persons on the quays, and, if they have any doubt about it, it is referred to 
the superior officers. 

2930. VOl'S the instance given by Mr. Hardman refer to any particular 
officer ?-No; it came up to our department. Mr. Weston decided that it was 
subject to the duty of 168. 4 d. I decided afterwards that it was 188. 8 d. 

2931. When this question arose at Liverpool, what communication took 
place between the Custom-house there and here ?-Samples were sent up to 
London from Liverpool. Orders wl're sent down to allow it to be delivered at 
168. 4 d.; but when I saw it afterwards, I charged 188. 8 d. upon it. When 
I found that the same quality had been charged 16 I. 4 d., the Board wrote to 
liverpool to direct that all the sugar which had been ordered to be delivered at 
168. 4 d., and which was not delivered, should be charged at 188. 8 d. 

2932. If that had been delivered, could you have claimed the higher duty? 
-No. 

2933. Have you thought it necessary to alter your standard at Liverpool in 
consequence ?-Not at all; the standard has never been altered. It was the 
standard which was fixed on in 1845. 

2934. Have you had any complaints from Bristol, or any other sugar import
ing ports ?-No, I cannot say that we have had any complaints at all Bcarcely. 
The parties against whom we decided were not satisfied "ith our decision, as 
would naturally be the case. 

2935. You can give the Committee no plan by which this could be arranged? 
-None, so long as a discriminating duty is charged, dependent on different 
qualities of sugar of the same character and denomination. 

2936. If you had 16 or 17 different qualities of sugar, as they have in Hol
land, could you carry the system on here?-We must carry it on. Whether we 
could can'Y it on to the satisfaction of the parties who paid the duty is another 
question. 

2937. Do.you think importers generally o1>ject to the plan now pursued 1-
I do not think they do. 

2938. You think it gives general satisfaction to the whole trade r-As far as 
a classification of duties can give satisfaction. 

2939. You think there is a vast difference in the saccharine matter of sugar 
from the West Indies and the East Indies ?-Certainly; but the question of 
saccharine matter is a very difficult one. 

2940. Have the Custom-house officers taken any pains to ascertain the dif
ference?-Yes, we have taken some pains; but we have bad by no means a 
satisfactory result from those pains. Dr. Ure has analyzed some portions of 
sugar, and Professor Brande and Dr. Cooper, but it is not at aU satisfactory. It 
might be very well as an auxiliary to the opinion of the officer who has to 
decide the question, but it is not so satisfactory as we could wish. 

2941. Mr. Wi~on.] Are you aware what, according to the Act of Parlia-.. 
ment, constitutes· the difference in the quality of different sugars under this 
classification law ?-1 apprehend I am. . 

2942. How do you define them 7-The elements of sugars are saccharine 
matter, grain, and colour; they constitute the term" quality." 

2943. Therefore the Act prescribes that sugar of a certain saccharine matter. 
grain, or colour, should be charged a certain duty?-And colour. 

2944. When you get a sample of /lugar you have no sa~sfactory means of 
ascertaining the quantity of saccharine matter in it ?-Certalnly not. 

4945. Therefore 
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2945. Therefore as far as regards the saccharine property of the sugar it is Mr. C. Dowding. 
not a satisfactory test ?-It is not. 

2946. As far as rE'gards the grain you judge only by the eye ?-We judge of "3 F~b~u.ry Id48, 
it by the eye and by the feel. 

2947. The saccharine matter you cannot judge of by the eye, can you I-You 
can pretty well tell what good sugar is from long experience. 

2948. The grain and the colour you judge of by the eye ?-Yes. 
2949. Those are the only two satisfactory tests you possess !-The only two 

satisfactory ones certainly; we have put sugar into solution, and by ascertain
ing the specific gravity of the lolution we have come to the conclusion that it 
contains more or less saccharine matter than our standard, but we have only 
had recourse to that as an auxiliary. 

2950. What plan do you pursue, supposing a sugar appears to be a very fine 
colour, but of very bad granulation, what distinction do you make I-We. charge 
it at the lower duty. 

2951. Provided the grain is very bad I-There is a great deal of East India 
sugar which is very good in colour, but it is sandy and soft, and without any 
substance at all, upon that we charge the lower rate. 

2952. Is the granulation regulated by the moisture of the sugar?-Noi 
exactly the moisture; I can hardly explain how we come to the decision; it is 
by feeling it and looking at it. 

2953. It is a sort of general impression that is obtained by inspecting the 
sugar I-Yes, from the experience we have had upon the subject. 

2954. You have no distinct rule ?-Certainly not, except by comparison with 
the standard. 

2955. Therefore it is possible one officer might determine from his general 
impression differently from what another officer might determine I-I have just 
admitted that fact in the case alluded to. 

2956. You also admit that with a different state of the atmosphere the same 
officer might come to a different conclusion at different times 1-lt would make 
a difference in the colour of the sugar. 

2957. If colour be the criterion ?-I do not admit ~hat colour is the sale 
• criterion. 

2958. In a case where you have decided that the colour of the sugar entitles 
it to be classed at 16 s, 4 d. or 18 s, 8 d. duty upon a bright day, you might 
decide that it was of a lower class on a dull day I-Not as regards sugar at 
18 s. 8 d. ; there is very little doubt upon that. The doubts generally are upon 
the 16 s. 4d. or 14 s. Of course the colour is the first element we look at; 
and if it is a good colour, we then subject it to other examinations. . 

:2959. Practically speaking, there is very little sugar introduced at 188. 8 d. 
duty; the classification applies principally to the 16 s. 4 d. ?-ChieHy. 

:2960. Therefore it is practically to the great bulk of the sugar that the ob
jection now alluded to applies, that the colour may appear different on one day. 
from another I-It may be so; but there has been a very small quantity com
pared to the quantity imported upon which the second rate of duty has been. 
charged. I think the amount hu been only 34,000 cwt., upon which the 
second rate of duty has been charged. 

2961. You stated that there was not much inconvenience experienced from 
the operation of these classification duties ?-No; the delay is chieHy the com
plaint made. 

2962. There have not been many cases, you think ?-Very few, compared 
with the number we might expect. 

2963. Are you aware that there was a Parliamentary Paper printed last year, 
containing an account of the number of detentions, the periods of detention, 
and the rates of duty charged r-No; 1 am not. 

2!J64o I have before me the Parliamentary Paper which was printed last 
. year, containing the cases of detention from the 5th of January 1846 to the 
5th of January 1847, and which appear to be no less than 102 cases ?-I should 
~I\y 102 cases is a very small per centage upon the number of importations. 

2905. Notwithstanding the small proportion of sugar you have charged at 
the higher duty ?-The question may have arisen, and we may have allowed it 
to come in at the lower duty. 

2966. But still that detention has taken place in consequence of the attempt 
to charge the higher duty ?-Certainly. 

0·32. I I 4 2967. Do 
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Mr. C. Dou:t1iag. 2967 .Do not you conceive that the delay is of as great consequence, or even 
greater, to the merchant than the difference of duty ?-I think it is of the 

23 Februaf)' 1848· utmost importance. -
.2968. He may, in consequence of the delay, suffer materially by a fall in the 

price "fhis sugar ?-Unquestionably. 
2969. You are not aware of the variations in the price of sugar last year?

I am not. 
2970. In the month of February 1846 the average price of sugar was 368. 5d. 

and in the month of March of the same year it was only 348. 4 d.; so that th~' 
merchant, whose sugar was detained during that period, would suffer not only 
the loss of interest and the inconvenience to his trade, but the amount. of the 
rail in the price of sugar that took place in the interim?-Unquestionably he 
would. 

2971. Mr.1I1iles.] The case might be the reverse, might not it ?-It might 
be the reverse. 

2972. And just as likely i-Yes. 
2973. Mr. Wilson.] If the price of sugar is rising, the merchant has the

privilege of keeping it ?-Yes. 
2974. But if the price of sugar is falling and he cannot get his sugar out of 

bond, he cannot sell it i-No. 
2975. Did you say that there were 18 or 19 different qUalities of sugar 

upon which duty was charged in Holland i-The sample selected and established 
was, I think, equal to sample 19 of those received from the Dutch government .. 
when the classification duties were first established. 

2976. Is it the case that there are so many classes of duties in Holland i:""" 
I do not know. 

2977. Is that classification for the purpose of charging the duty?-So it was 
stated at the meeting at Sir Robert 'Peers; some one stated at the meeting 
that it would be attended with difficulty; Sir Robert Peel stated that it was 
done in Holland. 

2978. Mr. Cardwell.] Was not the statement this, that there were official 
purposes in Holland for.which so many distinctiond as those were drawn, and 
that these were the actual samples obtained from the Dutch government ?
That might be the case. 

2979. Mr. Wilson.] You do not give in evidence that this classification of 
sugars there is for the purpose of charging duty 1-Certainly not. 

2980. You do not know what the duty on sugar in Holland is i-No. 
298 J. You are not aware that the classification in Holland, to which allusion 

has been made, has really reference to a distinction of quality made by the 
government, for the purpose of distinguishing the different kinds of sugar?
I am not. 

2982. Mr. Cardwell.] But you mean to state this, that for some purpose or 
other, the Dutch government make this classification ?-Yes; there were a 
number of small samples produced on the occasion I refer to, and one was 
selected as being equal to No. 19 for our standard. 

2983. Mr. Wilson.j The standard of sugar which is at present used is the 
best mode which you can arrive at, in the Custom-house, practically to charge 
those duties, and yet it is by no mean! a satisfactory one, nor one upon which 
you can perfectly rely ?-Certainly not. • 

2983*'. Have you ever thought of any means by which the inconvenience 
of those classification duties might be avoided ?-No; except that the differ
ence, if there is to be a difference in the duty, should be between the clayed· 
and the unclayed, as it was formerly. Then almost all East Indian sugar 
would come in as clayed sugar. 

2984. Would East Indian sugar be entitled to be charged as clayed sugar,. 
being in so damp a state as it is ?-That depends upon' the state in which it 
does come. 

2985. All East Indian sugar is damper than this sample, is it not ~-That 
has been in the cupboard in my office since 1845. We have some in the 
Queen's Warehouse, which is in a much more damp state, from the place of 
its deposit. 

2986. Do you still act upon this standard ?-We do. That is the identical. 
sugar that was selected by the Government; but we have larger samples, and 
not so dry as that. 

2987. And 
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2987. And there is no other means you can suggest wht'rebya better tt'st 
could be found than that which you now POS8e8S ?-No; not so long as the 
duty depends upon the quality. The word" quality" has always heen a very 
undefined one. The sugar refiners themselves do not know what" quality" 
means; thp.y say sometimes it is> colour, sometimes it is price, and sometimes 
it is grain. , 
, 2988. In fact it depends a good deal upon the purposes for which the huyer 

of the sugar wants it I-I suppose so. 
2089. There must be a great deal of fancy in the thing to please a customer '/ 

-Yes. 
2990. What would he your opinion, in order to avoid this classification duty, 

of the plan of charging a uniform duty upon all sugar, and that the sugar 
should be refined in bond, and admitted at that uniform duty ?-That might 
answer if you compelled them to make the sugars all of one quality. But if 
they come <iut from the refiners in three qualities, there would still be a classi
fication duty to be charged upon the three different qualities • 

. 2991. You have single refined, and double refined sugar, have not you?
We have never had any double refined imported yet. 

2992. Supposing there were only one duty upon sugar, without reference to 
its being single refined, or double refined, or anything else, with the privilege 
of refining in bond do you think you would get rid of all the difficulties which 
you at present experience in charging the duty r-N ot more than by levying 
one rate of duty on importation, I think. I do not know that refining in bond. 
would make much difference. If you take all the qualities of sugar into. a' 
refihery in London, you would not produce it all of one quality. If they make 
lump sugar there would be refined sugar, there would what is called .. the 
bastards," and there would be the treacle .• You must have three qualities of 
duties for those. 

2993. If all sugar were allowed to come in at the same rate of duty it would 
be a great act. of injustice to the British refiner 1-. It would. 

2994. Would not you get rid of that difficulty by refining in hond ?-There is 
a great quantity of cane juice which has been brought in, in consequence of the 
want of labour in the colonies; there has been a talk of refining that in bond. 

2995. Where has that been brought from 1-From both the East and West 
IndieH. 

~996. Supposing there were a uniform duty charged upon sugar, and the 
sugar were allowed to be refined in bond, would not that get rid of all the dif
ficulty about the duty to be charged, whether upon cane juice or any other 
produce of sugar which could come to this country ~That would get rid of 
the difficulties as to cane juice, which is more difficult to decide IIpon than the 
quality of sugar; no man can ascertain the amount of sugar contained in any 
quantity of cane juice. 

2997. It would be a practical mode of simplifying the difficulty under which· 
you labour now ?-If the same rate of duty is to be charged upon all sugar 
that COIIlf.S out of the refinery in England, it would be the same as charging' 
the same duty lipan all sugar coming out of the ship, as it appears to me. 

29g8. You do not mean to say that there would be the same varieties of sugar. 
coming out of a refinery as there are coming into a port I-Not as sugar is 
refined now; but if all sugar were refined in this country there would neces
sarily be a variety of. qualities to luit a variety of purposes. 

2999. Are not you aware that large quantities now come in here to be 
refined ?-If you "Confine your observation to what is called refined sugar; bu~ 
what is to become of the raw sugar? 

3000. It is to be refined :-Then there would be no raw sugar. 
3001. If people want tine raw sugar for grocery purposes they may take it'; 

but suppose parties were entitled to refine sugar in England, and introduce it 
at the same duty, there would be no sugar refined except in bond; in which case 
you would never be called on to judge as to a difference in quality except as 
to the two qualities of refined and unrefined sugar ?-If there is only one rate 
of duty on sugar there eould be no difficulty in assessing that duty. 

3002. Can you see any practical hardship or inconvt'nience which would 
arise to any sugar producers or refiners from an arrangement of that kind ?-I 
question very much whether a great many importers would lubject their INgars 
to be refint'd in this country by English refiners. 

032. K a: 3003. Mr. 

Mr. C. DwJ;flg. 

113 February 1848. 
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Mr. C. D-ung. .'Jo03. Mr. Moffatt.] you stated that samples of the standards were never 
refused to merchants ?-Yes. 

"8 February 18+8. 3004. Is it your duty to be continuollyat the Custom-house?--I am not 
always there; as far as my experience goes, I am not aware of any instanoe 
in which they have been refused; I have given them myself to a great many 
persons; a great many merchants came to me when the sample was first fixed 
to get a sample of tbe sugar. 

3004-. It has been stated in evidence that it was refused, and I remem. 
ber going with Mr. Hardman myself to the Custom-house when a sample was 
refused r-Who refused you? 

3005. The officer at the Custom-house, on the application of myself; I was 
told I must write to the chairman, and I obtained the sample through writ
ing to the chairman 7-1f you had Been me it would not have been refused; 
I have constantlybecl'1 applied to, and have never refused it to anybody. 

3006. Are not you aware, that in almost every parcel of Java sugar, there is 
a slight variation in each bag of sugar ?-Yes, there is; I do not know as to 
every bag. 

3°°7. Which, of course, would create to that extent a fluctuation in the 
standard.r-Yes, a fluctuation in its comparison with the standard. 

3008. Is it the practice of the Customs in London to examine each bag of 
sugar to ascertain wbat rate is to be imposed ?-No. 

3009. How do they ascertain that in order to levy the duty?-The landing
surveyor sends us up an average sample of the whole; if tbere is some of it 
damaged, we do not take the sample from the damaged part. 

30 I o. In the same pile of sugar there will be frequently a variation in the 
colour, will there not r-There ought not to be if the dock company pile it 
properly. 

·30 11. You take your samples fron1 the piling of the dock company,i-Yes. 
30) 2. Have you any idea what quantity of the sugar imported from the 

West Indies has paid the rate of duty of " white clayed" :-Last year there was 
only 4,604 cwt, from the East lndies, 16,842 cwt. from the West Indies, and 
3,400 cwt. from the Mauritius. 

3013. Reference has been made to the Dutch classifications I are you aware 
whether those classificatibns solely refer to the distinctions of the Netherlands 
Trading Company, or do they affect the rate of duty charged ?-I know nothing 
more than that I saw the samples at Sir Robert Peel's . 
. 3014. Are you aware that many of those cases where disputes have occurred 

between merchants and the customs have occupied from four to six or eight weeks. 
before the final decision has been made 1--1 should have said not so much as 
that; I should have said it could not require so long a time to settle the question. 

3015. Upon a parcel of sugar of superior quality coming from the East 
Indies, is there not now great delay in consequence of those classification 
duties ?-I should say not. , 

3016. You think merchants know before they see their samples what rate to 
enter tht'm at r-Yes; we very seldom have a question now. 

3017. Mr. Villie1·s.] Do you believe it would be possibie to mix together fine 
foreign sugar, which now commands tbt highest rate of duty, and colonial 
muscovado in such ·a manner that the officer would be unable to detect the 
presence of the former, and consequently the whole mixture would, to the injury 
of the revenue, be admitted at the lowest rate of duty charged on colonial 
sugar ?-I should think it possible by mixing them, so that we could not find 
out which was foreign, and which British colonial; but 1 do not know where the 
two descriptions of sugar are to meet, so as to effect such an admixture. 

3018. Have you any evidence of an attempt being made of that kind ?-N o. 
We had some sugar imported by Messrs. Alexander's house once, in which 
there were some lump and refined, some of a very inferior quality, and Bome 
liable to 16 s. 4 d. duty. A distinction could not be made, and the Board ad· 
mitted it all at the intermediate duty, fining them £. 10 for the irregularity. 

3019. Are there any frauds which you have detected in merchants trying to 
pass the finest ilUgarunder an inferior quality ?--I should be sorry to use the 
word "fraud." It is a case of difficulty, and as we do not know what duty is due. 
until we see the sugar, it would be hard to accuse a merchant with an attempt 
at fraud, . because he might 'enter his sugar under a wrong character and deno
mination. 

30~O. Could 
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3020. Could that mixture take place without its being done deliberately?- Mr.C: D_diug. 
I hardly know where they could bring the two sugars together to mix them 
before importation. 13 February 1'848• 

30~1. You have no evidence at all of the attempt having been made ?-No . 
. 3022. Do YOIl believe that the revenue would be defrauded by the importa

tion of cane juice into this country?-Not if it were refined in bond, which it is 
supposed may be done. It is a very difficult question; we are as likely to charge 
the merchant more duty as less. Unless cane juice is reduced into sugar, no 
one can tell the quantity of sugar 'contained in any quantity of cane juice. ' 

3023. Cane juice is now imported, is it ?-Yes; a considerable quantity 
comes from the East Indie.. 'Chey tell us it is in consequence of the .~xpense 
of labour they do not perfect it abroad, and they bring it over here. 

3024. When is the duty paid ?-It is paid at the time of importation; we 
.send a sampltl and get it analY;l;ed to discover the quantity of sugar cOlltained 
in it, and Wjl charge a certain portion of the weight the sugar duty, and a cer. 
j;ain portion of the weight the molasses duty. 

3025. Is sugar refined in bond now ?-For exportation. 
302ti. Chairman.] You said a large quantity of cane juice had been imported 

from the East Indies; did you mean the East Indies, or the Ma\lritius ?-I think 
it is the East Indies. I do not know exactly as to a large quantity; we have 
not had a very large quantity of that importation from any part. There has 
been some jaggery imported, which is the raw material employed in the making 
of sugar. 

Mr: James Bl!Itk, called in; and Examined. 

3027. Cllalrman.] YOU are a partner in the firm of H .. D. and James Blyth Mr. J. B/alh. 
& Greene?-Yes, I am. 

3028. Extensive merchants and shipowners in the city of London ?-Yes. 
3029. You belong also to the firm of Blyth Brothers & Company, of Port 

Louis, in the Mauritius ?-I do. 
!~U30. Have you resided in the Mauritius 1-1 resided there for sever~ 

years. 
3031. From September 1830 to January 1839r-Yes. 
3032. Were you a JUember of the Legislative Council whUe you were there? 

-During the last six years of my residence I was so. 
3033. Your principal business at the Mauritius has been of a mercantile 

nature; importmg British manufactured goods from Great Britain, and grain 
from India, and exporting sugar from the Mauritius to England ?-It has. . 

3034. Can you give the COlnmittee an account of the amount of the exports 
from Great Britain to the Mauritius, from the year 1840 to the year 1847 r
The ellports from Great Britain to the Mauritius of British and Irish produce 
and manufactures (I have left out in this statement colonial and foreign goods 
transhipped in this country) amounted in 1840 to 325,8121.; in 1841 to 
340,140; in 1842 to 244,9221.; in 1843 to 258,0141.; in 1844 to 285,6501.; 
in 1845 to 345,059/.; in 1846 to 310,231/.; and in 1847 to 203,240 I. Those 
are taken frOIn the officiall'eturns as late as 1846. 

3035. The greater part of this trade was carried on.through your hands, as 
merchants, was not it ?-A large portion of this trade passed through the hands 
of my firm. 

3036. And the proceeds have been returned in bills on other mercantile 
firms, butchietly on those concerned in sugar plantations, and other produce 
of the colony of the Mauritiull ?-;-Ves, chietly in produce, and the residue in 
bills on other houses connected with the cOlnmerce of the colony. 1 should 
state that, independently of those exports which are taken from official sources, 
there is an 'amount of from 25,000 I. to 30.000 I. per annum of foreign colonial 
mercbandi:te. which does not figure in the colonial returns. We have a state
ment from the customs bills of entry. IIJld the average we find to be at least 
25,000 I. to 30,000 I., the trade in articles not of British and Irish manufacture. 

3037. In consequen~ of the passing of the Act of 1846, did you, as a Mauri
tius merchant. become very much alarmed, and determine to contract your 
business with that island ?~I did. 

3038. feeling that the depreciated value of the produce of the Mauritius 
would no longer make your mercantile transactions with that island safe ?-My 
partuers and myself came to that conclusion and acted on it. 

0.32. It It ~ 3039. In 
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3039. In your opinion it was not possible for the Mauritius to compete with 
slave holding countries ?-Such was the joint opinion of myself and the other 
members of the firm. . . 

3040. And the general result to the commerce of the Mauritius has been 
that the exports from Great Britain to the Mauritius were reduced from 
345,0591.)n 1841), and 31O,23Il. in 1846, to .203,2401. in 1847 r-That was 
the case. 

3041. Were you not resolved, on behalf of your house, to investigate per
sonally the power of the Brazils to. compete with the Mauritius in the cheap 
. cultivation of sugar ?-I was. 

3042. The very morning after the Bill of 1846 passed you sailed for the 
Brazils ?-1 sailed sometime, I think, prior to the passing of the Bill; but I 
'Went to Madeira and remained there to obtain a knowledge of the passing of 
.the Bill. I had previously satisfied myself that the Bill would pass. We con
sidered in London there was no doubt of it, and my arrangements had been 
mllde previously, under the conviction that the measure would be carried. I 
think it right to say, that I did not actually go to the Brazils for that particular 
object: I had other objects in view, though that was, in fact, the cause which 
decided my going to Brazil.. . 

3043. I understand you were going to sail for the Mediterranean for Mrs. 
Blyth's health; but when this occurred you changed your course and sought 
another warm·climate in the Brazils, determined to inquire into the cultivation 
there 1-Yes. 

3044. Were you not the first to carry the news to Brazil of the passing of the 
Bill ?-Yes; at least to the port 1 visited, Rio de Janeiro. 

3045. Did your purchase any sugar at Rio de Janeiro I-I did. 
3046. Do you know at what price ?-I purchased it at such a price as, all 

the charges, the exchange, and so forth, being calculated, left the sugar laid 
down in London costing from 228. to 228. 6 d. per cwt. It was just the 
commencement of the season, and there was only one cargo which 1 could 
procure. . 

3047. Mr. M. Gib8on.] What was the quality of that sugar ?-Fine yellow 
sugar. . 

3048. Above or below the average ?-I should say above the average of 
Mauritius, certainly, by 2 8. a cwt. 
. 3049. What duty did it come in at ?-At the low duty, as Brazilian sugar; . 
it came in at a duty of 21 8. . 

3050. Chairman.] At 78. differential duty?-Yes. 
3051. That was a profitable speculation, was it not ?-It was. 
3052. It was, you say, a class of sugar superior in value by 28. a cwt. to 

Mauritius sugar ?-To the average of Mauritius sugar; that, however, is rather 
a guess than an exact appreciation. 1 took samples of it to the Mauritius, and 
.examined it with the sugar there, and we considered that its value was about 
.2 s. above the average value of Mauritius produce. 

3053. Wha~ was the advice you gave to your partners upon taking the 
sugar to the Mauritius ?-We examined the samples with sugar t~e. pro
.duce of tM colony, with reference not so much to the actual competition to 
which we were then exposed, as' looking to the future, when the differential . 
dutj.es, under the Act of 1846, would be altogether rescinded. 

3054. From the best information you procured and the calculations you 
were able to make when you got to the Mauritius, at what price did YOll con
vince yourself that sugar could be exported at from the l\fauritius to a profit? 
-I went into that question with those better acquainted with agriculture 
in .the Mauritius than myself, .for I have . had very little to do with the cul
tivation of Mauritius sugar, though I have resided there so. long; and I cam!! 
tO,the conviction, that without a market price at Port Louis of about 5 dollars 
per cwt., to which would be added 28. the export duty,.and an average of 
I 8., the difference in the exchange, which is generally., per cent. against this 
country, the. cost in round numbers. being 238. per cwt. on board, the planters, 
as they were then circumstanced, paying a high price for labour and so on, 
could not cultivate advantageously. . '. 

305S. 'You satisfied yourself that the colony could nllt export sligar to a 
profit at a lower rate than 238. sterling, free on board? - That was the datum 

, .on 
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on which I formt'Ci my calculation; of course one man will make his sugar a Mr. J. BI,IA. 
little cheaper than another, but that was the average result 1 came to, and 
I believe 1 was correct. Since 1 made this statement, I find that this calcula- ga .·,b,ua,y 1848. 
tion agrees with that of almost every other person who has gone into the ques-
.tion of the cost of production of sugar in the Mauritius. 

305ti. What do you find, upon a number of years, is the average amount of 
freight and other charges ?-About 88. a cwt. 

3057. That would make 31,. a cwt. in bond?-Yes . 
. 3058. That includescommission;brokerage, and insurance?-Yes. 

3059. Dock charges ?-Yes; and a variety of small expenses. 
3060. Does it include any warehouse expenses (-There would be warehouse 

charges for two or three months. The Dock Companies charge a consolidated 
rate of 108. a cwt. upon the sugar, and allow it to remain a certain period 
(I am not sure whether it is two or three months it is allowed to remain) with
out any further charge for rent. That is included in the estimate of 88. a cwt. 

306 J. Frolll the Mauritius you returned to Brazil, did not vou ?-l did; 
touching at the Cape and St. Helena. . 

3062. You purchased four cargoes of sugar on your return to Rio Janeiro?
I purchased two cargoes at Bahia, and I also purchllSed two other cargo~s at 
Pernambuco. 

3063. Did you find that sugar had risen in price since you had been there 
before 1-1 had not visited those particular ports before; but I found the price 
higber in proportion at Bahia and Pernambuco, the passing of the Bill having 
affected those markets. . 

3064. The price of slave-grown sugar had been stimulated by the free access 
to the English market ?-It had. 

306.S. Mr. Miles.] Can you state the price of the sugar at Bahia 1-1 have 
no memorandum of it, and I should not like to state it without beilJg certain. 

3066. Chairman.] You recollect, however. that it was a higher price than 
you gave before ? ...... Bahia and Pernambuco sugars are of a different description 
to Rio Janeiro sugar, and I can scarcely, without producing the qualities, state 
the precise advance that has OCCUlTed. 

3067. Is there any difference of price between the freight from Brazil and 
the freight from the Mauritius ?-There is. 

3068. What is the difference 1-From the comparaqve distance between 
Bahia and Pernambuco and England, and between the Mauritius and England, • 
I take the minimum differ~nce to be about II. a ton, and the maximum to be 
11. lOs. a ton. 

3069. The Mauritius is about 12,000 miles distant ?-Twelve thousand or 
13,000 miles by the ordinary route. 

3070. The di.tance of Bahia is what 1-1 should say about 6,000 or 7,000 miles. 
30il. You then returned, did not you, to England?--I did. . 
3072. Did you consult with your partners whether you should go on in the 

Mauritius trade I-I did. 
30i3. Did you unanimously resolve that the Mauritius could not compete 

with Brazil under the Sugar Duties Bill of 1!\461-We did. 
3074. Did you resolve immediately to reduce your capital invested in the 

Mauritius trade?-We did. 
3075. Did you strenuously urge your correspondents to curtail their en

gagements, that they might avoid serious loss r-We did, and also to curtail 
the credits which we had previously given to the colonists. 

3076. What might be the amount of your credits and of your capital in
vested in the year 1845 ?-About 180,000 I. or 200,000 I., exclusive of ship-
ping and otber property: . 

3077. To what extent have YOIl contracted them now I-I should say we 
have contracted them to the extent of about one-third. 

3078. Do you mean that they are one-third less in amount ?-Yes; we did 
not consider it necessary, knowing the island would go on exporting 8ugar 
planted under the previOlls BiU, immediately to stop all our operations in the 
island, because we knew that the produce would be very large, that it would 
come forward, and tbat at all events for one or t .. ·o ye8ni our business might be 
continued. We therefore merely commenced diminishing it with a view to 
furtbe!' contraction hereafter. 

30i9. l\Jr. Niles.) The ("ant'S werf' already in the ground?-Yes. 
o·3l. K It 3 :Ju80. Mr. 
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Mr. J. Bi,rA. 3080. Mr. LaboucMrIl.J Were you yourself engaged in the eultivation of 
sugar in the Mauritius 1-1 have an interest only in one estate, fortunately . 

. sa Fobruor, lS48• 3081.Chairlllall.] Is that the ftRSOn that your house is one of the few 
houses which has stood connected with the Mauritius ?-It has fortunately 
been able to stand,.not having been much mixed up in the cultivation of the soil. 

3082. Is there any other house besides YOUl'S that has stood ?-Yes, there 
are several others. 

308;:1. What houses ?-The house of Messrs. Chalmers, Guthrie &I Co., Messrs.. 
Baker &: Co .. and there are many other houses, but they are chiefly those whi<:h 
have not been engaged in the culture of the soil or in advances ~ planters ~ 
those who have supplied the mercantile part of the business connected with the 
colony. . 

3084. Mr. Laboucherll.] Did your house make any advances on the culU. 
'Vation of the soilr-We did not till about two years since, when we made 
advances upon three estates, which we have now abandoned, three estatee 
belonging to a very highly respectable gentleman in this country. We have, 
by the mail of the 7th of this month, written out to discontinue advances te 
those three estates. We have declined making further advances to tbem. 

3085. Chairman.] You still hoped, did you not, at the end of last year, that 
Government would, at the meeting of Parliament, do something for the 
Mauritius ?-We did. 

3086. Parliament re-assembled on the 3d of February, and the same night 
the Government made its declaration of its policy with regard to the colonies f 
-Yes; I was in the House. 
. 3087. In .consequence of the declarations which Government made that 
night, what course did your bouse pursue with regard to the Mauritius 1-
We wrote by the overland mail, which left on the follow4lg Monday, the 7th 
()C February. We withdrew our credits previously existing in Bengal, under 
which our correspondents sent rice and other grain on joint account with 
()urselves. We had also advanced money to native mel"Chants to enable them. 
to send down rice. Those credits we stopped by the outward mail, of the 7th 
of February. . 

3088. Do you hold three estates under trust ?-My house act as trustees, 
jointly with another house, for three estates. The firm to which I allude has 
suspended payment, and the estates were consequently thrown upon our handa 
for supplies. 
: 30!!9. Did you send out instructions to .topcultivation (.-We have sent out 
instructions to discontinue advances to those three estates, but not being our 
own property, of course the cultivation may go on. 

30go. Mr. Miles.) Are those the three estates to wmch you before adverted, 
~They are. 

3091. Chairman.] Is one of those estates expected to yield 750 tons of sugar 
this year ?-The estate to which your Lordship refers is an estate belonging 
partly to my firm and partly to Mr. Whiting of .London I tbat is independent; 
()f the three estates I have spoken of. 

3°92. Would the effect of yo\l1' having written out to your Bengal corre
spondenq; to discontinue the shipments of grain to the Mauritius, be to throw 
the subsistence of that portion of the people upon the Government;-That 
portion of the people who were fed by grain carried forward under credit of 
JIly house. 

30!13. I'or the cultivation of those sugar estates ?-Yell, precisely. 
30g4. The effect will be, that so many of the inhabitants of the Mauritius as 

were sustained by the cultivation of sugar upon those three estates will be 
thrown out'of subsistence ?-The grain sent forward under the credit of my 
firm went not only to those three estates, but to the general use of the colony, 
and comprehended a considerable portion of the general supply to the colony .. 

30g5. Have your supplies been compensated for by Government supplies, or 
supplies by the East India Company ?-I understand an instruction bas been 
lSent from the Government of this country to the Bengal Government to supply 
a certain amount of rice and other grain in the event of merchants not ship
ping it. which is a very proper precaution. 

309(j. Is .the probability that the great,er part of the mercbants will not ship 
rice from India to tbe Mauritius on their own account ?-I understand a great 
diminution h;lS alr!!ady taken place in the exports from Bengal. 

. 30g7. To 
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. 3097. To that extent the Coolies of the Mauritius would be starved but for .IIlr. J. Bi,l/A. 
the interposition of Government r-Precisely so. Fortunately, previously to the 
disasters which have occurred in this country becoming known in India, very sa F.br ...... y 1848• 
large supplies had gone down to the Mauritius, and those large supplies having 
anticipated the dearth which must hereafter occur, they will now be available. 
It was rather an unusual supply that wellt out previously to those events. . 

3098. You said before that there was an expectation of a full crop of sugar 
upon one of the estates 1 ...... Upon the estate in which I am myself interested 
our correspondents estimate the prdduction of this year at 750 tous. 

30g9. Did your correspondents write to you a letter recommending you to 
Ilend out a powerful sugar mill, in order that you might be enabled to manu
facture the article i-I have that letter; I received it on the 15th of this 
month; it· is dared Port Louis, Mauritius, 13th November 1847. It was 
received by us in London on tbe 15th of tbe present month; it commences by 
saying, "Although we approach the subject of any additional outlay on your 
already costly property of 'Bon Accueil' with considerable reluctance, we 
nevertheless think it necessary to submit to you the circumstances which in
duce WI to agree with the manager of tbe estate in opinion that the machinery 
now employed on· it is not only unequal to the perfect manipulation of the pre
aentcrop, but that it will be altogether deficient in power for the addition~ 
work it will be required to perform, in order to secure that of the approaching 
aeason of 1848-49, under the extended cultivation which has been given to 
the property; as we have repeatedly informed YOIl (and as your Mr. James 
Blyth has, indeed, had an opportunity of witnessing), our "desire has been for 
IIOme years past to place the estate in a position to yield its presumed maximum 
amount of produce, and up to this time our efforts have fortunately met with 
complete success. The crop on which we are now employed will, we have 
every reason to hope, reach 1,500,000Ibs.;" in round numbers. that is 750 
tons; "but as we consider this tet be below the real capabilities of the estate, 
and that an increase of perhaps 500,000Ibs. may be obtained, at little more 
expense than the cost of a more powerful mill, we have taken the opinion of 
en engineer on the subject, and herewith beg to hand you copy of the report 
made to us by him." The letter goes on to say, "The tota1outlay which will 
be occasioned by the alteration in question, is estimated 'at 6,000 dollars, 
reduced by 80 much lIS the old cane mill might sell for; the advantages would, 
we consider, much more than compensate this, out of the first crop to be made 
with the larger mill; and if we shall hereafter be fortunate enough to meet 
with a party disposed to treat for the purchase of the estate, the fact of the 
engine and mill baving been found powerful enough to make so e.xtensive a 
crop as we anticipate, might be no small point in the matter. Should you 
determine on incurring this outlay (and we cannot urge it too strongly), we 
would, recommend an immediate application.to our mutual friends, Messrs. 
John & A. Blyth, for the machinery', in accordance with the specification 
given by Mr. Henning." The remainder is merely detail as to how soon it 
ihould be sent. 

SIOO. In consequence of that advice, have you consented to send out that 
mill ?-We have decJined doing so. 
. 3 t 0 I. Have you and your co-proprietors refused to incur any further liability ( 
-We have. 

31011. And have directed the estate to be sold at any price ?-Not exactly so. 
We commenced our correspondence with reference to the sale of this property 
in November. I have here a copy of the letter which we wrote upon that occa
sion l it is dated the 24th of November 1847,.and addressed to Messrs. Blyth; 
Brothers & Co., Port Louis: " Our present respects are written with reference 
to that unfortunate property' Bon Accueil,' our co-proprietor and esteemed 
friend, Mr. Whiling, in common with ourselves, being resolved upon bringing 
to an end the serious losses sustained from time to time by this estate. Your 
letter, per • Nith; noceived this day, gives us the hope of a very large crop, and 
we are aware that befol'9 this can reach you a further considerable sum will 
have bet-n expended in labour and the application of guano, of which we observe 
you have made a considerable purchase. It is of. course far from 'our wish to 
lose the advantage of plantations already made and guano already applied, but 
we are so convinced of the impossibility of making sugar to compete on equal 
duties with slave-grown produce, that we wish you to sell, if a'buyer can be 

0.32. It It 4 found. 
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)Jr. T. B~IA. found, any guano you may holl for account of the estate. Discontinue all new 
works of every description involving the outlay of a single dollar, our intention 

113 february 18+8. being to take off as they come to maturity the growing crUps from timp. to time, 
and unless Government continue the protective duties (which we have no expec
tation will be the case), we shall at a future time fix a very low price upon the 
estate; and if not reaching the amount at public auction, we shall then request 
you to sell the land in lots to the coloured people and dispose of the plant, our 
wish being that present expenses should be confined to gathering in the sugars 
and preserving the property, pending future more detailed instructions." 

3103. Those were your instructions of November last r-Yes, the 24th of 
November. 

3 I 04. What have been your instructions since you have heard the an
nouncement of the Government ?-The next instruction we gave W86 dated the 
24th of December. which is an extract from a general letter of the overland 
mail of that day, in which, with reference to that property, we say: "We wish 
you to avoid any outlay that caD be spared, and to advertise tbe property for 
sale by public auction on or about the 1st of May." That was in order to get 
in the present crop. "Meantime, please to obtain from Mr. Kamig all the 
documents ·establishing tbe title, and we will send you a special power from 
our J. B. to transfer it. Meanwhile, as we have already said, please to cut 
down the outlay to the lowest possible point. " 

3105. Is that your last rommunication ?-No; the last communication we 
made is dated the 7th of January. On the 7th of January we wrote again, 
more in detail: "We have already communicated to you in a furmer letter the 
determination Mr. Whiting and uurselves have come to with respect to the 
estate Bon Accueil, in which we requested you to take off all thl'! present crop, 
and avoid the outlay of every dollar not absolutely necessary. We also re
quested in our respects of the 24th nlt. that you would advertise the property 
for public auction, fixing a period as near the lst of Mayas possible,by which 
time the crop would he cleared off, and no serious expense incurred with refer
ence to the ensuing season. We confirm these instructions, but would recom. 
mend your now fixing about the 1st of June; adding to the advertisement for 
public auction on a given day, 'unless previously disposed of by private 
contract.' The parties interested in this property have come to the determina· 
tion of selling it, because they see that year after year they but increase the 
heavy losses already sustained. They do full justice to the exertions you have 
made and the trouble you have taken with it, and equally so to the persever
ance and ability with which Mr. Lecourt has at length brought the crop to a 
quantity which, under favourable markets, would more than compensate for 
the outlay; but they are so thoroughly disgusted with the bad faiili of the 
British Government in having tacitly fostered the anticipation of a continuance 
of protection from the glaringly unequal competition of the foreign slave 
owner, and subsequently exposed the British colonist to the full force of that 
competition without even affording him, with any degree of efficiency, the 
means of a regular and adequate supply of labour, which these adverse cir~ 
cumstances had rendered more than ever indispensably necessary; they are 
moreover.cominced that with free trade, fettered as it is in your colony, they 
will only increase the beavy losses they have sustained, that they come to the 
conclusion that they must lose the great!'r part of the capital invested in the 
property in ordering its immediate sale. The estate may probably he pur· 
chased hy Mr. Lecourt and his friends, or 80me other parties, who, by residing 
on it themselves, may find it an eligible purchase at the very moderate price 
we shall be content to take in order to be rid once for all ofthis hitherto serious 
burden. OW" object being to close this aCll.Qunt for ever and at once, the sale 
must be for cash before giving possession, that we may have no chance of 
furthPI' litigation; and to this end we have to beg you will .obtain all the 
papers from Mr. Kamig, and see that nothing is wanting to complete the legal 
transfer of the property to the pW"chaser. We will cause a special power of at
torney from our Mr. James Blyth to he prepared and sent to you for the transfer 
of ilie estate, which, for reasons known to you; was registered in hill name. Yau 
will, in the conditions of the sale, have regard to the existing leases of land, and 
obtain full security for the fulfilment of the contracts the estate is under, that we 
OIay not have any risk of litigation on this or any other score, after closing the 
present accoUnts. We have given the subject of price all the consideration in 
. our 
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our power, but find it extremely difficult to fix a minimum rate, which, while Mr. J. Big"'. 
it would be low enough to ensure a sale, would also, at the same time, avoid 
involving further unnecessary loss to the proprietors. This difficulty is, how- "3 February 1848• 
ever, greatly diminish8d by the conviction, tbat however low we may fix our 
minimum price, no exertions on your part will be wanting to obtain the utmost 
possible amount for the estate. To estimate the value of the property as an 
estate likely to be continued in. cultivation, would involve the consideration of 
prospective legislation in this country, as affecting the duties on sugar, and the 
present uncertain state in which this question stands, determined as we are to 
incur no further loss, obliges us to consider what our position would be if the 
law remains as it is, and the estate should be abandoned. The property would 
therefore, if parcelled out, consist, first, of the growing crop capable of pro-
ducing, we presume, 1,200,000Ibs. of sugar in 1848--49." We had not at this 
time received a report showing that it.was likely to gO up to two millions of 
pounds. I always contemplated a reduction from ceasing to hoe and to culti-
vate the land already under culture. . "Secondly, the quantity which would be 
yielded in a second or third year from canes already planted. Thirdly, the 
land, if sold in small patches to the coloured people. Fourthly, the dwell-
ing-house, which would probably be saleable as an auberge, and form the nucleus 
of a village. Fifthly, the other buildings, which would also probably find buy-
ers for similar purposes. Sixthly, The steam-engine, batteries, pumps, and the 
utensils; and lastly, the mules and other cattle, carts and other moveable 
property. It is not our wish that you should attempt a sale thus in detail; be-
cause the large crop on the ground will assuredly enable you to find a purchaser 
of the wbole oil better terms than you could obtain by piecemeal, and without 
incurring the risk of finding purchasers for portions only, while our object is 
to get rid of the whole concern, and close the account at Qnce, and if this is 
not accomplished uur object is not effected. To be thus liberated we would 
accept a very small sum as purchase money, as yoo will see by our present low 
figure, for a sale by private contract, ,and. a still fl,lrther contingent reduction 
we shall make in time to reach you before 1st June; this, of course, guided by 
the prospects which may be presented meantiQle. We are quite aware that in. 
the present probable position of the colony it will not bean easy matter to 
obtain a cash purchaser, unless at a very low price; but our experience and 
yours of the danger of not obtaining payment from purchasers on credit, from 
the contingencies of law and chicane; and. our object being, as we have said. 
to close the accounts at once and for ever, will induce us to be content with a 
very moderate cash, price, rather than have left open any liability wbatever 
with respect to this property. We should bave fixed an earlier period than the 
1st of June for the public sale of the property,. but that we think it probable 
some change in the existing law may be proposed on the reassembling of Par-
liament, and thus enable you to obtain a better price than can be expected 
under existing circumstances: no change can possibly occur for the wors!!; 
and, moreover, this delay will give you time to negociate a sale by private con-
tract, if possible. Between this and the 1st of June you will be apprized. of the 
minimum price at which to let the property go; but if in the meantime you 
can find a 'Cash purchaser .by private contract, at the price of 50,000 dollars, 
you are at liberty to close for it, and we even leave you the discretionary power 
of reducing this amount somewhat if you think proper." That is the last com-
munication, except that we have written out generally, that Government have' 
decided to make no change in the existing law; and I am now to consult with 
our co-proprietors as to the minimum we shall fix ; but I have seen them since, 
and we have determined to sell the property. 

;p06. At any price ~-We have not yet fixed the minimum price, for 1 still 
hope that after the evidence which is being taken before this Committee, some
thing may be done for the eolonies; 1 feel rather more assured than 1 did; our 
idea was to authorize the sale of this pr9perty for 30,000 dollars, but seeing that 
its produce is coming up in so large a quantity as 1,000 tons, and seeing that 
it is so necessary that something must be done for the colonies, I feel rather 
di.o;posed, if my co-proprietor, Mr. Whiting, should concur in it, to wait a little. 

SI 07. The full in prices" has been 1 0 I. or 121. a ton, has not it 1-1 see by 
this published statement that it has fallen between January and December 
about 131. a ton. The Gazette average in January 1847 for all descriptions of 
British plantation sugar is stated at 368. 101 tl. a cwt., and in December 1847 

0.32. L L the 
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Mi'. J. Bl!Jllo. the average is 238. Old., leaving a di1Ierence of 13s. 9U. Part of the high 
price of January 1847 is fairly attributable to some excitem~nt which existed 

23 February J1I+8. at the time on account of the introduction of sugar for brewing aud distilling. 
. the effect of which was greatly exaggerated. 

3J08. You do not think it would be fair to compute that the fall of 131. a 
ton was altogether ascribable to the Bill of 1846 I-I think not; I think this 
13s. 9i d. di1Ierence, some of it, is no doubt attributable to the excitement 
which existed in January as to the probability of a large use of sugar in brew
eries and distilleries; and part of the di1Ierence which appears between Janu
ary and December may be taken to arise from the commercial panic through 
wlrlch we have passed, the scarcity of money, and other causes. 

3lO9. How much of that fall of 13/. and odd do you ascribe to the effect of 
the Bill ?-It is almost impossible to come to anything more than an opinioll 
upon the subject, but I should say in round numbers, if you take the difference 
a' from 10 I. to 12 L a ton, that is as near as it can be estinJated; it is a matter 
of opinion of course. 

3110. Upon your increased produce of 1,000 tons ofsugar, 101. a ton would 
make a di1Ierence of 10,000 I. a year ?-It would from this estate. 

3lJI. You used to reckon about 10 years' purchase a fair estimate of the 
value of land in the colony, did not you ?-We used; property is now very 
much depreciated. 

3112. This property, in fact, has been depreciated in value 100,000 I. ?-We 
have never considered the fee simple of this property worth above 30,000 l. 
If we were to send out orders now to sell it at 6,000 1., the depreciation would 
be 24,000 I. 

3113. You were understood to say that the produce of the estate was 1,000 
tons, and that ilie price of the sugar had been lowered 10 I. a ton; that would 
be 10,000 I. ?-I iliink I have been too sanguine in my estimate of 1,000 toni; 
I consider this 1,000 tons to be more than an average. We could not expect 
anything like that upon ilie average of years; hurricanes, and droughts, and 
so forth, intervene. We may get a good year occasionally, but that would not 
be the average. 

3114. You have been investing capital and improving those estates ?-Yes. 
particularly the estate in question. 

3115. And it is very much owing to those improvements that the produce 
has been increased ?-It is quite so. 

3116. They are permanent improvements, are not they ?-Partly permanent, 
and merely apply to produce the increased crops. 

3117. So long as that increased produce continued, the deprt'Ciation in the 
value of the sugar to the amount of 10 I. a ton would make a difference to you 
of 10,000 I. a year ?-Precisely so. I should state, that if we had that 10,000 I. 
more than we are likely to obtain under ilie existing prices, it would not be 
10,000 I. profit, because the sugar costs us more than we are now getting for it. 

3118~ You did not show to ilie Committee that you were actually losing 
upon ilie sugar; will you inform iliem what the state of last year's business 
was 1-Tbia estate is not a very good estate; I consider it as below the average 
of the Mauritius properties. The land is not 80 fertile, it is rather at a high 
elevation, and I consider the sugar produced in the last year or two baa cost 
us about 25/. a ton, shipped at Port Louis; the average, as I have stated 
already, being about 23/. a ton; therefore this estate has beea cultivated at a 
disadvantage, I consider, of about 21. a ton, as compared with the average of 
other estates. Its distance from the shipping port is one of ilie difficulties. 

3119. Mr. Miles.] What is the distance from the shipping port ?-Sixteen 
or 17 lniles. 

3120. Chairman.] What has been the loss upon this estate ?-The loss upon 
this estate last year, to the end of December, has been 3,149/. 

3121. In one yelU" ?-Yes. 
3122. That is upon an estate which is expected to produce how much 1-

This year 750 tons; ilie next crop our friends estimate will be carried up to 
1,000 tons. 

3123. Had not it been for ilie change of the duties, and the consequent 
fall of 10 I. a ton, your estate, instead of being a losing estate of 3,149l., would 

'have been a winning estate of about 4,300 I. ?-The crop after the present. 
not 
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not this present crop, but the one which is foreshadowed to us as likely toM •• J. B1yt4. 
yield 1,000 tons. 

3124. What was the last crop ?-Three hundred and ninety-four tons, the tl3 February 18+8. 
Cl'Op for which these accounts are made up. The 750 tons have not yet come 
forward. 

3125. The profit of the estate would have been 7001. instead of a loss of 
3,1491. ?-Yes, it would have been so. 

3126. Have you an account of any other estate?--No, that is the only 
estate which I am interested in as owner. Jointly with another house, I have 
already stated, we made advances towards the cultivation of three other pro
perties, which we have now discontinued. 

31 27. What estates are those?- They are the estates of Chanoot, Victoria, 
and Mount Eulalia. 

3128. What have been the proceeds of those estates ?-I am unable to give 
the details upon these; we have only acted as agents for the last two or tl!ree 
years. 

3129. You know that the estates are abandoned?-We have declined making 
further advances for them. -

3130. You are co-inspector with Mr. Baring and Mr. McChlery of the affairs 
of Messrs. Reid, Irving & Co., are you not ?-I am. 

313 LCan you state what the result of that investigation has proved ? -We 
find that Messrs. Reid, Irving & Co. possess of their own five estates in Mau
ritius; they are the fixed consignees of 18 others, besides which they receive 
sugar of other planters in return for specific advances made from time to time. 
Those are the estates which are not absolutely under their control, but 23 
estates are altogether in their hands. 

3132. What has been the amount of sugar received from those estates?
The.Cl'op in 1846 and 1847, with the addition of the last-named description of 
consignments, amounted in all to 8,800 tons. The cost of this crop was esti
mated by Messrs. Reid, Irving & Co.'s agents in the Mauritius, in October 
'1846, at about 22 1. a ton. 

3133. That is free on board '/-Yes, free on board; but owing to the unfa
vourable exchange prevailing that season, namely, six to 14 per cent. discount, 
and probably to other contingencies, the drafts amounted to 220,000 1., or 25 I. 
a ton; the sugar netted in London 180,000 I., or 20 1. 9 8. 1 d. per ton. At the 
last Gazette average the net price is 248. 10 d. per cwt., from which 88. being 
deducted for freight and charges, there would remain 161. 178. 6d. per ton. 
The best Mauritius sugar (the new sugar, however, comes to the market at the 
present time,) and the estimate of the average quality of the year, comparing 
that quality with the qUality actually received, would be .only 15 I. per ton as 
the net proceeds of the sugar realized here. The 8,800 tons actually lost, not
withstanding the av~e Gazette price of 1847, was 28 s. 5 d., 40,000 1.; but 
at the present average price this quantity would lose 88,000 I. The crop from 
the 23 estates, for 1847 and 1848, is estimated at 8,500 tons, besides contract 
sugars about 1,200 tons, making together 9,700 tons, which Messrs. Reid, 
Irving & Co. expected to have received from the crop of 1847-48. Messrs. 
Reid, Irving & Co.'s capital invested in those estates amounts to 3,600 l. 
in cash, bills running from the Mauritius and Calcutta for supplies to the 
amount of 185,000 I.; the capital of their correspondents, Messrs. Henry 
Adam & Co., also invested in this property. is 150,000 I., and the estimate of 
mortgages or prior claims for 120,CIOO l., making together 815,0001. I should 
state that there being no three per cent. consols in the Mauritius, estates are 
not necessarily mortgaged for debt, but they are frequently mortgaged as an 
investment for money. 

3134-35. The mortgage is a prior claim i-Yes; all the statements of cost 
which are made up by tlIe house for my information are without interest 
added either for capital or' disbursements; they are the actual cash outlay. 
I beg to hand in to the Committee the statements which I have made respect
ing the alfuirs of Messn. Reid, Irving & Co., in the form in which they have 
given it to me. 

[The Paper loas delivered ill, and is as follow~ :] 

LL2 Messrs. 
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Mr. J. BIJI.A. Messrs. Reid, ~g &: Co. have five esta~ of tbeir own in Mauritius, and are part 
owners ~r fixed cons.g~ of 18 others; bes.des WbICb, they receive the sagar of other 

. ~3 Februart 1848. plante!' In retum for spec.fic advances made them from time to time. 
Their fixed crop, 1846-47, was about '7,600 tons; but by the addition of the sugars of 

the last-named class, they received in all 8,800 tons. 

The COBt of this crop was estimated by their agents, in October 1846, at 
about - - - - - - - - - . _ _ _ 

But owing to the unfavourable exchange prevailing that season, viz. 8 to 
14 per cent. discount, and probably to other contingencies, drafts 
amounted to 220,000 I. or 

The sugar netted, in London, l80,ooOL - or 
But at the last Gazette average the net price is 241. 10d. per cwt., from 

which 8,. for freight and charges - - __ 
As, howe""r, the best Mauritius Bugar comes to market at this season, the 

same price on the average quality of the year would be only - _ _ 

Therefore the 8,800 tons actually did lose (notwithstanding that the average 
Gazette price of 1847 was 288. od.) - - - - - _ _ 

And at the present average they would lose . 

PBa TON .. 

£. ,. d. 
22 

26 
20 II 1 

16 17 8 

15 

£. 
40,000 
88,000 

The crop from the 23 estates, for 184'7-8, is estimated at 8,000 tons, besides contract 
sugars, a bout 1,200 tons. 

Messrs. Reid, Irving &; Co.'s capital invested in those estate~, is 
£. 

360,000 cash. 
186,000 bills running from Mauritius and Calcutta for supplies. 
160,000 capital of their correspondents, H. A. &: Co. 
120,000 mortgages, or prior claims. 

t.815,000 

All tbese statements of cost are without interest added either for capital or disbursements. 

3ISC. The entire liability therefore of Messrs. Reid, Irvjng&Co. is 815,OOOl.? 
-The property invested in estates amounts to 815.000/., upon the produce of 
8,800 tons, which was the produce of the year 1847, and the expected crop of 
1847-48, which is 9,700 tons, including contract sugars. 

313i. The produce of the two years, amounting to 8,800 and 9,700 tons, 
would represent 88,000/. and 97,000/. at 101. a ton 1-It would. 

3138. And that is the annual depreciation to which those estates have been 
subjected by the fall in the price of sugar1-Precisely so. . 

3139. Can you state to the Committee what are the assets to bl' set against 
this sum of money ?-The Committee will observe that this 815,000 I. is not all 
capital belonging to Messrs. Reid, Irving & Co.; only 540,000/. of this capital 
belonged to them. The 815,0001. belongs to three distinct parties: Messrs. 
Reid, Irving & Co., their agents in the Mauritius, and also the prior mortgagees. 

3140. The assets to be set against these items is the value of the sugars con
signed ?-;And of the properties themselves. 

3141. Can you now state what is the value of the properties themselves t
It is very difficult to come to an approximate value of sugar estates at present. 
I can form no idea upon it. That .qUestiOD has been asked me, as inspector of 
the estate, over and over again, by creditors who are deeply interested; but 
I conft',ss 1 can form no estimate of what these properties will eventually 
realize, if the Bill of 1846 is to continue the law. 

3142. Supposing prices to continue where they now are, will these properties 
be worth anything in the market 1-lt must be observed that the prices now 
obtained are prices obtained under a slight protection; but by the operation of 
the Bill of 1846, the protecting duty vanishes in 1851, placing the produce of 
those estates upon a footing with the produce of Brazil and Cuba, and there
fore materially affects the fee simple of properties now. 

3143. Supposing you were sure of a better price, to the amount of 101. a ton 
upon the sugar. then what would these properties be worth ?-They would be 
worth a very large sum of money. That is a very large question. It would be 
difficult for me to answer off·hand what the produce of the properties would be. 

3144: You have stated that the produce of the last year was 8,800 tons, 
. which 
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-which represents 88,000 I., and that the expected produce of this year is 9,700 Mr. J. FlytA. 
tons, which rE'.presents 97,000 I. Do you think if the position of these estates 
were improved to the average between those'two sums, that is to say, to about g3 February 1848• 
92,500 l. a year, the estates would not stand very well at that mark of 815,000 I.? 
-I should say they would. I should say they would be worth the capital 
invested, provided the produce of them gave 10 I, a ton more than it actually 
does. 

3145. And then this property, '\1fhich is now a worthless property, would, in 
fact, be a property, if not of a high value. of at least a good value ?-Yes, a 
large value. 1 have, perhaps, hastily given the opinion that it would be worth 
this 815,000 I . . It is a large question. I ought to examine more into the 
capabilities of the property, its extent, and so forth, before hazarding an opinion 
lIpon so large an item, which I have not had an opportunity of investigating. 
No doubt the estates would be worth a very large sum under such a protection 
as would raise their produce 10 I. a ton in excess of the existing value. 

3146. Do you imagine that if the value of sugar had kept up 101. a ton, 
Messrs. Reid, Irving & Co. would have suspended payment ?-I think not, fi;om 
my knowledge of their affairs. 

3147. Do you also know something of the affairs of Messrs. Barclay Brothers; 
and Messrs. Gower, Nephew~ & Co. ?-I do. Those gentlemen are, with.my
self, members of the Mauritius Association, and they furnished me with a state
ment of their affairs, desirous, if I had an opportunity, that I should lay it 
before this Committee. Messrs. Gower, Nephews & Co. state, that they possess 

,five sugar estates in the Mauritius, containing together 5,955 acres, of which 
2,306 acres are cultivated. The produce is 4,110 tons. The loss Messrs. 
Gower estimate upon 4,110 tons, at 121. a ton, to be 49,320 I., besides the loss 
sustained by not being able to oultivate the remaining portion of the estates 
for want of hands, and the necessity they were under of abandoning the fol
lowing properties since May 1847; namely, Stanley, 960 acres; Belle Rive, 418 
acres; Mon Repos, 450 acres; Roche Terre, 320 acres; owing Messrs. Gower 
& Co. 20,590 t. For the affairs connected with these estates the correspondents of 
Messrs. Gower & Co. drew upon them, and they accepted drafts, dated between 
the 9th of April 1846 and the 18th of May 1847, for 138,8301. 118.6 d.; and • 
for remittances of specie, and provisions from India for estate purposes, 
22,4111.4 s. 6 d. The amount provided during one season was 161,2411. 16". 
Messrs. Gower & Co. have now actually invested in the above properties, and 
claims on others abandoned, cash 269,370 I. 16 s. 10 d., and their acceptances 
due after the 11th of September 1847, wheQ. the house suspended payment, 
were 77, 127l. 8s. 8 d., making their investment at the Mauritius 346,498l. 5s. 6d. 
The following is the statement, as furnished to me by Messrs. Gower & Co. :-

• 

[The same was delivered in, and i& as follows:] 

Messrs. A. A. Gower, Nephews & Co. possess five sugar estates in Mauritius, namely, 

La Gaiete 
Mon Tresor 
Phamix 
Beau !\fanquier 

ACRBS. 

2,325 
1,006 
1,000 
1,024 

CULTIVATBD 
_'CRBS. 

1,010 
546 
326 
426 

Ac/'6 - - - 6,366 2,306 cultivated, producing 
Phamix Estate Mills, in addition to ita own produce, of neighbours canes al 

IJi for milling, &.c. - - - - ; - - -
Adjoinin" land hired on lease by U9 - - - - -

And Bea7. SPjo\lr, 600 acrei, producing 360 tons sugar, our rent 

Total Tons -

Tons 4,100, at the estimated average loss of 121. per ton . . 
0·32. LL3 

3,460 tons. 

200 " 
350 " 
110 " 

4,110 " 

- £.49,320 

Besides 
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Mr. J. Blyth. Besides that sustained by not ~ing ahle to culti .... te the rema!ning portion of the estates 
f<;1f want of hauds, and the necessIty they were under of abandonmg the followmg properties 

!l3 February 1848• sIDce May 1847, namely, 
Stanley - - • 960 acres

- 418 " 
- 450 » 

• Belle Rive -
Mon Repos 
Roche Terre - 320 " owing to Messrs. Gower" Co. - £. 20,5110 

For the affairs connected with these estates, the correspondents of Messrs.' £. $. d. 
Gower &:. Co: drew upon them, and they accepted drafts, dated between 
9th April 1846 and 18th May 1847 - ~ - 138830 11 6 

And for remission of specie and provisions from India, for estate pur- • 
poses 22,411 ". 6 

Amount provided during one season _ £. 161,241 16 -

Messrs. Gower" Co. have now actually invested in the above properties, 
and claims on others abandoned, cash • - - • ~ - 269.370 16 10 

And their acceptances due after 11 Sept. 1847 77,127 8 8 

Invested in Mauritius £. 346,498 5 6 

Messrs. Barclay Brothers & Co. aIsowish me to state to the Committee theu: 
position with 'regard to the Mauritius, but they have not given the same 
details. They state that, in 1846, they received on consignment about 5,000 
tons of sugar. Those sugars were sold before the Bill of 1846 was passed, and 
realized an average price of about 331. 138. 6d., exclusive of duty. In the 
month of February 1846 the price was ·rather higher, say 341. A cargo of 
fully as good quality was sold on the 8th instant at an average price of 
231. lOs., and had circumstances been otherwise, and the house received its 
usual quantity this year, the total average would doubtless show a still greater 
difference than the above. . . 

3148. There would be a difference to lVIessrs. ·Gower, Nephews & Co. of 
49,320 l. upon their crop of this year ?-That is the estimate at 121. a ton. 
I think that rather an exaggerated estimate, inasmuch as commercial causes 
have no doubt operated partially to reduce the price. I think 101. a ton is 
as near as possible what it may be. 

3149. That would give 40,000l., and, at the same estimate of 10 years' pur
chase, would make a difference of 400,000n ...... Yes. 
. 3150. That would put Messrs. Gower, Nephews & Co. in a solvent posi. 
tion, instead of their having to suspend payment?-Y es; I have taken a note 
of their liabilities, which were 400,000 I., but they have assets, independent of 
their Mauritius properties, of 112,000 l. • 

3151. They would have been in a very good. position, instead of being 
ruined, if this fall had not been created in the price of sugar (-Assuming the 
price of sugar had been maintained. . 

3152. What would have been the position of Messrs. Barclay Brothers & 
Co. ?-Me8srs. Barclay's liabilities are 389,000/., and their assets 398,000 t., 
but I am unable to say how their claims on the Mauritius are valued as form. 
ing portions of those assets. 

3153. Then they are in a position as it is to meet their liabilities ?-SUpp08-
ing their assets are all realized. 

3154. You said that their amount of sugar was 5,000 tons ?-Yes .. 
3155. The same fall of 101. a ton represented 50,0001. ?-Yes. 
3156. Are Messrs. Barclay in the same position as Messrs. Reid, Irving & 

Co.; have they advanced money on estates ?-They have ; and they have 
become the proprietors of some estates upon which they have advanced pro
bably the full extent of their value, and have had to take them over as 
property. • . 

3157. An improved value of 10/. a ton ·upon their annual produce would 
represent 50,0001. ?--Assuming the principle of capitalizing 50,000t. per annum 
for 10 years' purchase, it would make an amount of 500,000 I. 

3158. Is that an unfair principle ?-I am not very well versed in such sub
jects; but' I understand that to be a fair principle as affecting colonial 
property. 

3159 .. Therefore 
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3159. Therefore Messrs. Barclay Brothers, instead of being barely able to Mr. I. B1J14. 
meet their liabilities, would have been able to meet those liabilities, and have 
had a nest egg that was worth half a million stel'ling ?-Not so much, I think; .3 February 1848• 
but they would have had a large surplus, supposing their property had still 
represented the sums which have been laid out upon them. 

3160. This di1feren~e.has been brought about, as you and they believe, by 
the Act of 1846, admlttmg slave-grown sugar into competition with the suglO! 
of the British colonies 1-1 put a little of the blame upon previous Acts of the 
Imperial Legislature. The Act of 1846, no doubt, consummated all this mis
chief; but I think the previous Act was an illiberal one with reference to the 
colonies in their existing state of costly labour, to' compete against a cheapet 
labour. 

3161. You are referring to the Act of Emancipation ?-I am referring to the 
various Acts which had diminished the protection given to the British produce 
previously to the Act of 1846. 

3162. Are you referring to Sir Robert Peel's Act admitting free-grown foreign 
~ugar ?-I think the British colonies ought to have had more protection and 
more labour. 

3163. As far as Messrs. Barclay Brothers are concerned. it appears' perfectly 
clear that they would have been very well to do in the world if this last blow 
had not been struck at them i-I think so. 

3164. Is it your opinion that the Mauritius is very unfairly treated, by 
having to compete against slave labour, while it: is not permitted to obtain 
even free labourers where they are to. be obtained cheapest ?-That, is my 
opinion. ' 

3165. The Mauritius is about 490 miles from Madagascar, is it not ?-It is 
about that. ' 

3166. What number of days' sail is it ?-From seven to ten days. 
3167. You are not permitted to obtain free labourers from there i-We are not. 
3168. Have you reason to believe that there would be an ample supply of 

free labourers in Madagascar i-From the great population of Madagascar, 
there is no doubt free labourers could be obtained by negotiation between our 
Gover~ment and the government of Madagascar. 

3169. And they are of a class very far superior to the Bengalese ?-I think 
a decidedly superior class for agricultural purposes; they are very powerful, 
athletic men. 

3170. Are not impediments thrown in your way now in getting labourers 
_ from Bombay and Madras as compared with Calcutta ?-We have not beeu 

permitted to import labourers from Bombay and Madras of late years. The 
permission has been granted to import them from Madras, but it has not been 
acted on for want of the proper machinery; for want of a Government agent 
at Madras. Bombay is still closed, as is the eastern coast of Africa. 

3171. You are forbidden to obtain labourers from the east coast of Africa? 
-Yes. 

317~. That is between 14 and 20 days' sail1-Yes. 
3173. You are forbidden to get labourers from Madagascar, which is within 

seven or ten days' sail, and from the coast of Africa, within 14 or 20 days' sail, 
and are driven to obtain inferior labourers from Madras and Calcutta?-We 

. have had none from Madras lately., 
3174. Calcutta is 40 days' sail ?-Yes. 
3175. Madras:.l5 days' sail ?-It is. 
3176. Calcutta Coolies being the worst ?-I have very little personal expe

rience as to the relative value of these labourers, but a strong impression exists 
in favour of the Madras and Bombay people over the Calc\ltta people. Cal
cutta people have frequently proved to be the mere offscouring of that great 
city, and not a very reputable class of persons. . 

3177. Is the result of the best consideration which you can give to this 
subjPct, that the Mauritius' cannot possibly compete with slave-grown sugar 
undpr the present protection, but that, under a lOs. protective duty, with the 
free immigration of labourers, it would be in a very prosperous condition?
Ac<'ompanied at the same time by a considerable diminution Qf the colonial 
expenses; the expenses of the coluny are very large. 

3178. Have you any statement of the expenses of the colony?-I have no 
0.32. L L 4 official 
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Mr. J. BI9IA. official statement. A work has come out lately by Mr. Priddam, who, [ 
believe, had access to the records of the Colonial Office,-and I find that tht" 

23 february 1848. expenditure has been very large. I think it right to state to the Committt'e 
that I differ in opinion with some of my colleagues of the Mauritius Associ
ation in considering it proper to diminish, to a very large t'xtent, tht' esta
blishment in the colony. I think, upon national grounds, it is very important 
that the colony should be kept up, however ht'amy it may press upon the 
producers of sugar, and however inadt>quate tht'y maybe to bt'ar up against 
it. I consider the Mauritius in the light of the Gibraltar of the East, and 
I think upon national grounds it would be proper to ket'p up something like 
the establishment, not only military, but civil, which now t'xists. 

3179. But object to 'that being kept up at the expense of the planter?
Yes. 

3180. You think it ought to be maintained by the Imperial Gorernment?
I think all that portion of the cost should be defrayed by this Government. 

3181. The cost is from 295,000/. to 300,000/., is it not?-In 1845, which 
is the last date of this return, the t'xpenditure is shown to have been 280,011/. 
I believe a portion of that, though it is not stated in this return, con
sisted of the importation of labourers from India. In previous years the amount 
of that is stated, but in the year 1845 it is not stated. 

3182. There is II. a ton export duty to meet the expenses of immigration. 
is there not?-There is; that has latterly, I believe, been applied to immi
gration, but ithas usually (ormed part of the general revenues of the colony. 
I believe, under some local regulation, that, II. a ton export duty has been 
applied to immigration purposes recently; but I am not sure. 

3183. Are you in a condition to speak of the operation of the industrial 
laws of the land r-No, I am not very perfectly informed upon that subject. 

3184. Mr. Labouchere.] You stated that the estate of Bon Accueil was not 
very favourably circumstanced for the cultiration of sugar, both from its 
distance from the port of export, and also the quality of the soil ?-Yes. 

3185. You also stated that, with a prospect of remunerating prices, which 
the system of protection held out to you, the cultivation had been greatly 
extended on that estate, and that it was in contemplation to extend it further? 
-It was. • 

3186. Do you believe the state of things which you describe, with regard to 
this estate, to have been a sample of what was going on generally in the 
colony of the Mauritius ?-It was generally so; but 1 have stated that I con
sider that estate to be under a disadvantage, as compared to the average of 
other estates, by about 2 I. a ton. 

3187. Do not you believe it tobave been the case, that in the expectation of 
remunerating prices being secured to you, under the system of protection 
within the colony of the Mauritius, cultivation was rapidly extending, and in
ferior soils being taken into cultivation 1-No; I think no great deal of inferior 
soil has been taken into cultivation; we have rather sought superior soil; we 
have thrown out of cultivation inferior land,. and have taken leases, to which 
the latter teferred, of new forest land. 

3188. You stated, with reference to the estate of Bon Accueil, that you were 
rapidly increasing your expenditure upon that estate, though it was not very 
favourably circUlnstanced with regard to the produce of. sugar, on account of 
its distance from the coast, and the nature of the soil ?-I did so; I estimated 
the disadvantage, as compared to the average of the island, including the 
better estates, to be abuut 2 I. a ton. 

3189, What amount of protection did you state to be in your opinion neces
sary to secure the profitable culti,·ation. of the sugar cane in the Mauritius, 
upon the scale on which it has recently existed r-· 1 estimated upon the spot, 
and from the best data I could obtain, that with a protection of 10/. a ton, 
accompanied at the same time by a considerable dimi.nution of this 240,000 I., 
which I think the colonists could not even then sustain, and obtaining labour a 
little cheaper than they are now obtaining it, the island would centinue pros-
perous. . 

3190. You hare stated the island, and- all those whose interests were con
nected with it, have suffered severely of late yt'ars from t~e ~requent changes 
which have taken place in the sugar duties, and the uncertainties those changes 
have produced ?-No doubt oHt. 
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3191. Do you think it would be a benefit to the Mauritius if the expectation Mr.J.B'Jlk. 
were held out of a system of protection which Parliament was either unwilling 
or unable permanently to secure for them :-1 think, unless the protection is g3 Fehruory 1848. 
held out, and granted, and secured for a considerable period, the colony will 
not sustain its cultivation, and therefore, following out the idea, it is certainly 
better at once to know if no protection is to be given, that those who yet have. 
their property intact. may retire in time. 

3192. You stated that though ypu did not believe you could yourself con-. 
tinue to cultivate tbis estate of Bon Accueil, from the distance, yet you con
ceivl'd that a gentleman who had been employed as your agent there, being 
resident upon the spot. and an intelligent man, might by purchasing that estate, 
cultivate it in a manner to afford him a reasonable return?-Yes; but that is 
assuming that we first of all lose 24,000 I. out of the 30,000 l. which I consider 
tbe value of the property; he then comes in upon the capital of 6,000 I., and 
I should assume that as the property of otbers will diminish very much in its 
culture, the few who would continue would thus be able to obtain labour more 
cheaply than we are now able to· get it, keeping up the estates in full cultivation. 

3193. Of course the injury you contemplate to those now interested in the 
cultivation of the. ~Iauritius is much to be deplored, but do you believe that 
without protection it would be possible for any set of proprietors to continue 
the cultivation of sugar in the Mauritius for exportation ?-I doubt very much 
whether it will after the island ceases to be protected at all; there are still 
some three or four years of partial protection in view. One of my partners who 
has given this subject more attention than myself, and upon whose judgment 
I have in part acted with reference to the estate, he having great experience in 
one of the colonies, which comprehends a period of four or five years of the 
latter part of slavery, the whole of the apprenticeship, and the period sinc~, 
is so convinced that sugar made by the process of slavery is so much cheaper 
than we could make it by any money inducement we could hold out to the 
labourers, that it is in vain to attempt to compete with slave labour. 

3'94. You stated that you conceived the Mauritius required a permauent 
protection of 101. a ton to enable it to compete with the slave-grown sugar of 
Cuba and Brazil :-If I made use of the expression permanent, which I do not 
remember doing, I should correct myself in saying that; 1 would desire it for a 
certain number of years, five or seven years, during which period I should 
hope the Government would aid in the introduction of a sufficient number of 
labourers to reduce wages, and thu2 put the colony on a footing to compete 
with the cheap labour of Brazil and Cuba. 

3195. Do you believe, supposing this protection continued for a period of 
five or seven years, and after that they" were exposed to the competition of 
foreign sugar, they could successfully compete with it, provided that in the 
interval every means were taken to afford you all fair facilities in obtaining 
labour, in reducing the expenses of the colony, and in any other way that could 
be devised ?-As far as my judgment goes, that would be the result; looking 
five or seven rears into futurity, I wish to guard my opinion by saying that it 
is not possible to predicate correctly what will occur, but such is my opinion. 
I think with a continued protection of five or seven years, the British colonies, 
with their greater capital than the slave colonies, would produce more sugar 
than Great Britain can consume. 

3196. Do you attach.great importance to the advantage which our colonies 
possess in having already access to the cheap capital of. England over the 
foreign countries, such as Cub" and Brazil? -I do under protection, but the 
capitul invested under the expectation of protection has now vanished. That is 
lost, and we mu~t have fresh capital to go on with our cultivation; and that 
fresh cnpital will ouly go into the Mauritius 'snd our other British colonies 
under the expectation of itlt being a remunerative culture. 

3197. Are you inclined to think that protection is only requisite for the 
Britisb colonies, at least for the colony of the Mauritius, in order to afford time 
to enable the arrangemenls which you ha\'e referred to to take place, but do 
you think it would be just and proper that those arrangements having taken 
place, they should he required to compete in a fair field with foreign sugar 
produced by any means ?-Eventually, decidedly so, when they are placed in a 
«:andition to compete, by reduced expenditure and an ample supply of labour. 

3198. Do you believe there is anything in the nature of slave labour as 
1.1,32. • !\J M opposed 
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Itfr: 1. Bly,A. opposed to free labour which renders it Impossible for the one to compete 
with the other 1-1 think slave labour is much cheaper, IU)d it is exacted just 

!J3 February J 848. at the moment it is required; free labour is not obtainable so readily. If the 
Committee will allow me, 1 will read an extract from a letter in confirmation 
of that statement; it is from the annual report of my house at the Mauritius, 
upon the estate to which I have referred: .. We have suffered very much 
from the want of vagabond laws and the want of means of coercing the people 
or keeping them to the labour they have engaged to perform." This is dated 
Port Louis, 28 May 1847. "It is stated that between the 1st of May 1846 
and the 12th of March 1847, 348 men, natives of Bengal and Madras, were 
engaged to work on thE': estate; 108 of these people have, during the same 
period, quitted the property without any assigned motives, and have never 
returned; 12,000 days' work have been lost by absenteeism of one day and 
more, and pretended sickness, the parties having often been found on the road 
to Port Louis, or in that direction, instead of being, as they should have been, 
if sick, in the hospital. Of the number of 242 people actually borne on the 
books of the estate, including all classes, the average number absent 'from work 
is 50." 

3199. How do you reconcile the answer you have jUbt given with the opinion 
you before expressed, that provided time were given for proper measures to be 
taken for the advantage. of the British colonies in other respects, they could 
compete successfully with foreign sugar however produced? -I think we should 
very largely reduce the amount of wages by a dillerent system of immigration; 
we should obtain cheap labourers from Madagascar and from the coast of 
Africa, and from nearer ports, instead of the most distant. 

3200. You consider the question of production as merely one of time, and 
that time being given, you think it would be both just in principle and possible 
in practice for the British colonists to compete against foreign sugar however 
produced ?-I think, in fact, the British colonies would produce as much 
and more sugar than Great Britain would consume, and therefore, without any 
legislative interference, we should be reduced to the average of foreign sugar. 
I believe the Returns show that we have imported into Great Britain last year 
nearly as much sugar as we;, have consumed. . 

3:l01. You stated that you considered that what had ruined the Mauritius, 
was the introduction of foreign slave-labour sugar; do you attach great import
ance to the difference between foreign slave-labour sugar and foreign free
labour sugar in that respect, or do you believe that the admission into the 
English markets of foreign free-labour sugar at the same rate of duty would 
have pretty much the same effect i-Yes, I believe so; I ask for protection 
against free-labour sugar till we have the means of obtaining free labour at the 
same 'cost as other free-labour sugar manufacturers. 

3202. You desire protection against all foreign sugar, and you do not attach 
much importance to the distinction which is attempted to be drawn between 
.forei/!U slave-labour and foreign free-labour s~gar ?-I do not; I conceive 
there are three classes of labour by which sugar IS produced, the dearest is that 
'which we have in the British colonies, con/lequent upon the insufficient supply 
of labour'; the next costly is that of free-labour countries, where they may 
have, for aught I know, more or less difficulty in obtaining a sufficient supply 
of labour; the cheapest class of labour is that which is extorted from slaves 
'when it is required, and as much of it as seems to. be consistent with the 
interests of the slave-owner. 

3203. During the last few years a great extension has been given to the 
cultivation of sugar in the Mauritius; a great many labourers have been im
ported from India, and a great deal of capital has been invested in promoting 
cultivation ?-Such has been the case. 

3204. Did not all that constitute a very artificial state of things which could 
hardly be kept up unless prices continued tolerably high ?-I think it was by no 
means an artificial state of'things; it was carried on under the guarantee of Acts 
of Parliament, and the declarations of gentlemen on both sides of the House, 
that the colonists should have protection against slave-labour sugar especially 
till they were in a condition to compete with its producers. 

3205. Do you mean that Parliament ever guaranteed to the Mauritius, or 
to the colonies generally, the continuance· of a particular rate of protective 
duty ?-Certainly not; but those· rates of dutydidexi&t, and we hoped, judg

. ing 
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ing from the opinions that were l'Xpressed on both sides of the House, they Mr. J. Bly/II. 
would continue; I attended every debate upon sugar from the time I returned -
to this country in 1839 to my leaving it last year ; and from opinions expressed '3 February 1148. 
in the House, and from the tenor of the Acts of Parliament, I considered we 
were likely to have protection as against slave-labour sugar certainly. 

3206. Supposing the proposition that was made to Parliament in the year 
1841 had been adopted by Parliament, would not that have provided_ for the 
admission of foreign sugar, whethq free-grown or slave-grown, into the markets 
of this country :-1 forget the precise nature of that proposition. 

320;. Do you think if that proposition had been carried the cultivation of 
the sugar in the Mauritius could have been successfully pursued with a 12 s. 
protective duty 1-1 think so; my opinion now is, that lOs. with the other 
ameliorations I suggest would he sufficient. 

3208. Mr. M. Uibson.] Are not provisions very dear in the Mauritius; rice, 
and grain, and cattle ?-They are. 

3209. Has not the cultivation of corn and other articles of provisions been 
neglected in the Mauritius i-The soil of the Mauritius and the climate are 
not adapted for the cultivation of grain; the slaves used to be fed in some 
measure by the manioc root. 

3210. You spoke of the Mauritius as an important station, at which ships 
should call; if provisions are so dear and so scarce, what advantage is there in 
ships calling there for the purpose of being supplied ?-Ships must have pro
visions at any cost. 

3211. If the provisions are so scarce there, what advantage can result from 
it as a depbt ,-Ships touch there for other purposes than for provisions; they 
come in for repairs. The idea I have as to the importance of the Mauritius as a 
station, has reference to the probability of war. France attac~ed enormous 
value to the Mauritius as a naval station. 1 believe it to be a well authen
ticated fact that at the Congress of Vienna, Prince Talleyrand made most 
strenuous efforts to retain Mauritius for France; this Government very re
luctantly ced"d Bourbon, both parties being aware of the importance of that' 
position as a station. 

3212. You spoke of 23 s. a cwt. as being the lowest price on board ship at 
the Mauritius that would be remunerative ?-lncluding the loss by the t>x
change, and the various expenses incurred in putting it on board. 

3 \! 13· That price includes the interest on the capital which you consider the 
estates are worth, and the interest on all the money that has been expended in 
the machinery, and so forth, which lDay be OD the estate, and the outlay of 
money which may be required to carry on cultivation for a certain time i
My statement was, that at a less price than five dollars per cw!. from the 
planter to the merchant, who then has to pay 28. per cwt. e.'l:port duty and 
shipping charges, amI 18. per cwt. exchange, making 238. per cwt., the colony 
could not be properly cultivated. 

3214. In this 238. a cwt. you include interest upon what you consider the 
estate is worth ?-In forming that opision it was based upon these data, it was 
formed with the full knowledge of the Act of 1846. I find by referring to my 
private correspondence that I wrote to my correspondtmts in. England from 
Mauritius, stating, that in my judgment thll houses which were investing 
money in those estates had, by the operation of that Act, lost half the capital 
they had so invested, as the selling price of sugar must necessarily fall. There
fore that t>stimate of five dollars per cm. included only the remaining one-. 
half of the value of the estate. 

3215. One·half of what the estate cost ?-·Yes. 
3216. That has nothing to do with the actual current cost of carrying on 

the cultivation 1-No. 
3217. If the estate had been obtained for nothing there would have been no 

lost:, and it would have been to be deducted altogetherr-Yes. 
321S. That is, supPQsing a person had had a present of the estate i-That 

would diminish the five dollars by the rate of interest u pan the estate. 
321g. So that a person having an estate for nothing could alford to carryon 

this sugar cultivation at something less ~Yes. 
3220. How much less I-That is a calculation I have not entered into. 

I should say not above 18. I viewed those properties at the time I speak of 
as propt>rties greatly depreciated by the Act of Parliament. 

0.32. M M 2 32::11. Eight 
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Mr. j. BIg/i. 3221. Eight shillinga you say includes the freight, and so on, to England, 
and all the charges ?-y e~., . ' 

~3 February 18+8. 3222. Therefore a price of 31s. here would enable things to go on 1-Yes. 
3223. What did you obtain for your last cargoes of sugar r-The last cargo 

of sugar of which I have an account of the sale is furnished by Messrs. Bar
clay Brothers & Co. That sale took place on the 8th instant, and ,yielded 
231. lOs. a ton; but this sugar being the first of the crop is usually a little 
better than the average of the whole, and I should say 11. or 11. 10,. a ton 
should be deducted from that as the average value of the Mauritius sugar; that 
would be about 221. or 221. lOs. 

3224. What is the price of fair Mauritius sugar at this moment in the 
market, duty paid r-This is the price minus the duty, 23 t. lOs. and HI. will 
be 371. lOs. per ton. 

3225. £.31. would. pay you, you say?-Yes. 
3226. And you now get how much ?-Assuming this to be, as 1 believe 

it to be, Il. a ton above the average sugar of the year, it will be 22/. a ton. 
The difference between 221. Ins. per ton and 311. will be that which 1 consider 
the sugar to be selling below what it has cost. 

3227. You consider you are losing 8/. lOs. a ton ?-Yes. 
3228. This is a panic price, you say? -I consider the panic over. I appliecl 

the diminution on account of the panic to the average of last year. 
3229. Is this estate which you have drawn your conclusion from a good 

estate ?·-This sugar which you are referring to came to Messrs. Barclay from 
different estates. 

3230. Does not a good deal depend upon the fertility of the land)tself as to 
the amount of })rotection that is requisiter-Its production will dependupoll 
the fertility of the soil. 

3231-32. In estimating that cost have you taken it as for good estates, or 
from a number of estates ?-I took it from an a\"erage. I sawall the repre
sentatives of the other houses during my stay at the Mauritius; my object not 
being sugar cultivation, except upon this sniall estate, but with a view of ascer
taining whether I could continue my commercial business with the colony, 
foreseeing that if the sugar planter could not carry on profitably his cultivation, 
the sooner I commenced reducing my connexion with the colony the better. 

3233. You say that you are losing 81. 108. a ton; so that a protection of 
81. lOs. a ton would prevent your having any loss1-You must take into con
sideration the Mauritius, with other sugar colonies, is now in a prostrate state. 

32.34. You say 81. 108. a ton is the amount' of the loss ?-Yes. 
3235. If prices had only fallen to that extent there would be no loss ?-No. 
3236. You say you wanta protection of 101. a ton ?-Yes. 
3'J37. You have got now a protection of 6/. a tGn ?-Yes. 
5238. And yet you ar~ losing 8/. lOs. a ton ?-Yes. 
3:.139. Then how would a protection (If 10 I. a ton set you right?-To con

tinue the Mauritius in cultivation it would be necessary to establish a protec
tion permanently for five or seven years, in orda' to induce capitalists again to 
invest their money; and with that protection I think the colony might continue 
its productiveness. . 

3240. The fact is, that the price has been lowered by the supply, as you 
have told us, of foreign sugar, which has taken place nnder the Bill of 1846-
You say the effect of the Bill of 1846 has been to cause you this loss of 81. 108. 
a ton. The Bill of 1846 is now giving you a protection of 6 I. a ton; if the pro
tection of 61. a ton still renders you liable to a loss of 81. 108. a ton, how is it 
that a protection of 101. a ton would set you right 1-1 am not so able as some 
of the other witnesses who will be examined, to go into the details of the 
operation of the existing law as respects classification. My impression is, that 
a portion of this 61. protection is illusory. I will show the Committee why I 
think so: The sugar which we have to compete with is generally of a better 
description; the foreign importer imports for consumption, as I have done 
myself, sugar just good enough to pass within the limit. The British importer 
is obiiged to import all his sugar into this country, or he does not enjoy its 
protection. This point I had the honour to bring before the notice of the Prime 
Minister the other day, at an interview I had with him; and if the Committee 
will allow me, I will read some observations which I then made; they are from 
Mr. John Ronald of Glasgow, colonial merchant, who is also interested in sugar 

. refining, 
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«fining, and who understandlj the matter much better than I do. He states, " the llr. J. BliP" • 
. foreign sugar now arriving and lately an-ived is almost entirely clayed sugar of 
a quality which the importers get passed at the 20 s. duty. At first this was not '3.February 1848• 
the case, but having found (lut the secret, they, out of their enormous quantity, 
select the above-mentioned kind; the quantity of saccharine matter contained in 
the said sugar is so much greater than what is contained in the average of our 
sugars, that I am perfectly certain the British public are eating slave-made 
sugar at a less duty than British .plantation.· Observe that the whole of our 
sugar, good and bad,"must come here, while foreigners select only to send here 
the above-mentioned kind, which they barely get passed at 208. In this way, 
both we and the public revenue have been dreadfully cheated. I have a cer-
tificate from a refiner in Greenock, wherein he states that from sugar now 
arriving from Cuba at 20 s. duty, 1021bs. of refined sugar can be obtained per 
cwt., while from the average of our Trinidad sugar only 84 lbs. is obtained. I 
hope I have made this important matter clear to you. The secret lies here: 

·out of their enormous quantity they select the kind I have mentioned, which 
they barely get passed at 208., while the whole of ours, good and bad, pays 
14 s. In this way we have no protection at all; indeed I am certain that the 

'saccharine matter contained in the Bengal sugar we lately sold for you paid 
.78. a cwt. more duty than the saccharine matter contained in the sugar now 
coming from Cuba pays." Therefore as we have to pay duty upon the good 
and bad sugar, the Act does not operate to give protection to the extent it 
appears to give. . . 

3241. The same reasoning would be applicable to the 10 I. protection, unless 
there was some alteration made in that respect ?-Precisely. . 
. 3242. Therefore, all other things remaining the same, the argument is good, 
is it not, that 10 I. protection would not be sufficient to restore you, if with 61. 
protection you lose 8 I. 108. a ton 1-1 am assuming that if it is really 
intended to give the British produce a protection of 6s. or lOs., the Legis. 
lature will see that that is given; that they will so frame tIle Act of Parliament 

'as to give it. . . 
3243. Those other considerations are apart from the question of the protec

·tion. But your lOs. would be in the same position as the 6s. is nOIV?-Unless 
improyed legislation so frames the Act of Parliament as to meet this objection. 

3244. You said cel-tain parties would have been much better off if sugar had 
been worth 10 I. a ton more than it was. I presume they would be still better 
off if it had been worth more than 10 I. a ton ?-Yes. 

3245. Would not the effect of sugay being ~orth more than 10 I .. a ton by 
·the operation of protection, be to extend the cultivation in the Mauritius to 
inferior soils, and make it profitable to cultivate less fertile lands. than are now 
cultivated ?-I think, with a Gazette average of 31 s., there is little or no 
inducement to extend cultivation. 

3246. Would not the owners of inferior soilshaye a right to complain that 
the protection was not so increased as to make their estates more valuable as 
well as others ?-It would be impossible to expect this country to give such 
protection as should enable people to cultivate land which was not fit for it. 

324i. Who is to decide what land is fit for cultivation; if I am the owner 
of an estate which, by a protection of 20 I. a ton, would become valuable, why 
have not I as good a right to demand that protection as another lUan to 
demand that his estate should be yendered valuable by a protection of 10/. 
a ton ?-I think the case becomes an extreme one; if a man ask you to give a. 
protection that should enable 'him to make money by land that ought not to 
be cultivated, he asks that which is unreasonable. 

3248. Where is the line to be drawn beyond which protection shall not be 
given to 11 man's estate ?-That line must be drawn by yourselfand the other 
Members of the Legislature. 

3:349. Is not it a very difficult thing ?-It is difficult. 
3~.~0. You mentioned, that the estate you instanced was cultivated at a dis

advantage of 21. a ton in reference to other estates 1-Not in reference to aU 
other estates, but to the average mass of the properties. There are other 
properties which are nearer to the port of shipment; there are other properties 
better situated for getting supplies from the coast. I wish' to guard myself 
from making any statement which may b~ considered exaggerated. 

32.~1. In order to do justice to all proprietors their protection should increase 
0.32• )( )( 3 at 
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Mr. J. Bl!flA. as the estates increase in distance from the port of shipmt'nt ~-I think it 
would be impossible for the Legislature to descend to such details; it would. 

~3 February 1848. be unreasonable to expect it. 
3252. Why unreasonable ?-I do not know how you would frame an Act. 

of Parliament to protect each man's estate according to its proximity to the 
port of shipment. . 

3253. Does not that create great difficulty in carrying out the principle of 
protection ?-No; the man who has to cultivate an estate at this di!'Udvantage 
must be contented with a smaller rent for his property. 

3254. Why so, if it is in the power of the Legislature to gh-e him the value 
of his property by a protection ?-I can see no objection if Parliament were to 
interfere in such a way; but I think it would be a most unreasonable demand 
to be made; as interested in this property, I should nevt'f think of seeking for 
greater protection than tht' rest of the colony possessed. 

3:.155. Every' man would seek that amount of protection which would give 
his own particular estate a good value, would not he ?-1 should not make so 
unreasonable a demand. 

3256. Are you connected .a150 with the importation of produce and manufac
tnres into the Mauritius ?-1 am. 

3257. Is there any considerable portion of that produce and manufacture 
French ?-Of late years it has considerably increased, but I have no data upon 
which to speak; the public papers of ~he Mauritius are not very complete upon 
that subject, but I dare say some of the returns to Parliament will give it 
correctly. 

5258. The amount has increased considerably, you &ay. of late years I-Yes, 
under the various Acts passed for facilitating intercourse bt'tween our colonies 
and foreign possessions. 

3259. Is the French produce exported from the bonded warehouses of this 
country 1-No, it is chiefly imported from Havre, Bourdeaux, and Marseilles. 

3260. In British vessels :--In both British and foreign vessels. 
3261. Sir E. Buxton.] You mentioned an estate which you now are willing 

to sell at 50,000 dollars; how many acres is that ?-The land consists of 730 
acres, but it adjoins a forest, and we have thrown out of cultivation inferior 
land, and have leased either 100 or 150 acres ofthis virgin forest adjoining it. 

3262. About 700 acres you have in cultivation 1-On our property there are 
730 acres. 

326;3. Part of that is out of cultivation 1-Yes. 
3264. In the whole how much have you in cultivation ?-Tlu:ee hundred 

acres were cut in the year 1847, but there are 108 acres of virgin cane prepar
ing for the crop of 1848-49. 

326,5. What do you suppose would have been the value of that a year ago? 
-1 should take it that that property a year ago would have bet'n worth from 
20,0001. to 24,000 I. 

3266. Last year you were extending cultivation largely?-We were. 
3267. In spite of the Act of 1846 i-Sugar cultivation goes over a consider

able period'; the cane is planted, and you sow 14, or 16, or 18 months before 
you reap; you canllot stop the cultivation immediately; when I saw this estate~ 
guano had been applied to. it. I consider it not a first-rate estate in point oC 
land, as I have statt'd, but we obtained from the guano most extraordinary 
results. 

3268. Since the Bill of 18461-Previously to the Bill of 1846, our agents 
purchased a large quantity of guano, and we have written to them to sell that. 
which has not been used. We had taken leases of this land, the rent payable 
~n sugar; we were in fact obliged to go on till we came to the conclusion that 
we had better abandon the whole rather than go on to a still further loss. 

3269. You say the price has fallen 138. a cwt. :-That was the greatest fall. 
At one period it was still lower, but the price' rose in January. At one time 
the Gazette average was only 208., while in December it W1IS 238. 

3270. Do you consider that that fall gives a fair view of the effect of the Bill 
of 1846 ?-I have already stated that in JanuaIJ' 1847, the price wa." elevated 
by the expectation that breweries and distilleries would be large purchuserll of 
sugar; and I attribute part of the fall to the fact of its having become known 
that sugar is not so much used Cof brewing and distilling as wall expected. 

Then 
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Then another part of the fall I attribute to the monetary difficulties of the Mr. J. Bl§tlo. 
country. 

3 2 71. You conceive then, that the price of sugar will rather rise under pre- '13 Februar, 1848: 
"lIent circumstances I-The price of sugar would rise under present circum. 
stances, but for other causes now coming into operation; the extended 
culture in Porto Rico and Brazil, but particularly in Cuba, and also a very 
large crop expected in North America. Therefore the production of sugar is 
going on very largely. • 

3272. Can you form any estimate of what the produce of the Mauritius 
will be next year, how much you will fall off I-It is a very difficult matter to 
estimate. That there will be a falling off in this present year of 1848 I have 
no doubt; but it will not be very considerable, because the canes which will 
produce the sugar were planted,before any of these events occurred. And, 
again, a part of the crop ,which will be produced next year will be from canes 
planted in the expectation of continued protection. 

32i3. Were the canes that will come next year, planted before the Bill of 
1846 became known I-Part of them. ' 

3274. Can you give the details of the amount of expenditure on the Bon 
Accueil estate, distinguishing what you paid for labour (rom other disburse
ments ?-N 0, I cannot give that with any degree of accuracy. We have not 
made this solitary estate such a matter of business as to go into those details! 
but my partner, Mr. Greene, who will be examined, has all details as to 
culth'ation. 

3275. You say that a large quantity of cheap labour may be obtained from 
Madagascar; have you ever been there ?-No. 

3'276. Do you know what parts of Madagascar it could be obtained from I
An experiment was made before I left the Mauritius to obtain labourers from 
Madagascar. Men were brought up, though in contravention of the laws of 
the island, with cargoes of cattle, and eight or ten would come in each ship. 
A very fine athletic race of men they were; but the local government, acting 
no doubt under orders from home, considered that it might be construed into 
a sort of slave trade, and discouraged the introduction of those people. 

3277. Do you believe that free labourers could be obtained there ?-I 
believe that they would be obtainable; but it must be the subject of nego
tiation between Great Britain and the Queen of Madagascar. But I under
stand, though I speak from no personal, knowledge of my own, that there is 
a tribe called the Saccalavas, at the north end of the island, who are very well 
disposed to migrate to the Mauritius, and that they would be an equally good 
class of labourers to those we have from Tamatave. 

32;8. Do you know whether slavery exists in that part of the island I-I am 
not aware that slavery does exist. 

3279, Do you know whether it exists in Madagascar at all ?-No. My im~ 
pression is, that it does not exist except in this sensl', that the unfortunate 
natives appear to be slaves of the Government, and to be coerced and made 
to do Government work; but they are not slaves to each other. I believe 
there is no system of slavery such as existed with us. 

3,aSo. If they are. obtained, do you imagine they will have to be bought from 
the Government I-My own feelings would revolt against the idea of pur
chasing men for any purpose. 

321h. Do you think they could be got without ?-l think they could, under 
treaty; the Mauritius used to pay an annual sum of 5,000/. as a present to the 
Queen, to permit our trade in bullocks; and I think under such a regulation 
the Queen of Madagascar would very likely open that island to the Mauritius, 
for the purposes of procuring labour; and I think that would be one of the 
readiest means of introducing a degree of civilization into that gl'eat island, 
possessed as it is of nearly 6,000,000 inhabitants, or at least 5,000,000. It 
would be a great advantage in that case, that Madagascar should be opened to 
the ,Mauritius. 

3282. Whether they are free or not you have no personal knowledge 1-1 
8m not well informed; while a member of Legislative Council, at the Mauritius, 
I suggested to the Government that, with a view to relieve the colony from the 
diminished amount of labourers, the colonists should purchase two steam 
vessels of sufficient power to keep up a continual intercourse between the two 
islands; that those vessels should be kept up at the expense of the Government, 

0.32. )( )( 4 and 
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and that they sbould, in fact, form a steam bridge, by which the nativesoC 
Madagascar sbould be allowed to come and to go whenever they plcast'd, frt'e 

-3 February 184\1. eitber way, and as tbey arrived and acquired a certain amount of civilization, 
and a certain amount of tbat which tbey would care more about, money, they 
might be allowed to return; and in that way, instead of the description of 
labourers wbich the island has had hitherto, we should have had a class con
sisting of the families of those natives; the young ones would have become 
settled in the island, and we sbould then have had, in a few years time,an indi
genous population; whereas tbe present labourers, 8S soon 8S tbt'y have 
acquired a certain. amount of money, return to their l1ative country and t() 
their families. 

3283. At what price do you suppose labourers could be introduced from 
Madagascar ?-Supposing the government of Madagascar to be willing, for a 
small annual tribute, in the shape of a present, or some other mode of satis
fying the interests of Government, I should say the cost would be merely t.hat 
of keeping up one or two steamers to bring the people to and fro; they 
would seek labour, I tbink, with us. 

3284. You would have them come without engagement I-I sbould say it 
would be most desirable, seeing that they are a class of persons not at all 
likely to remain quite useless under some engagement in a new place, to sub
ject them to an t'ngagement for a certain period, snch as might be considered 
sufficient to attach them to their new masters. 

3285. If this course would be so proper and so favourable, why bave the 
Government hitherto refused to allow labourers to be so brought in I-I have 
understood that the Government were afraid of its being considered a sort of 
covert slave trade, and that other nations might rt'gard it with jealously. It is 
impossible for me to say what were the motives which induced our Govern
ment to take that course, but such is my impression. 

3236. Do you know any part of the east coast of Africa where free negroes. 
could be obtained 1-1 believe throughout the .length of the east coast of 
Africa labourers might be obtained; but the Colonial-office has some very 
~'aluable information collected by the late Mr. Sullivan, who went down at the 
expense of the colony for that purpose. J believe he showed clearly that 
labourers could be obtained as much.to the advantage of. the labourers as of 
the colony. . 

3287. Do you know whether the s~a.e trade is carried on on the east coast 
of Africa ?-I believe to a large extent; not so. much of late as formerly, but 
still to a large extent. Our cruizers have done more in that neighbourhood 
than they have done on the other coast to check it. 

3288. You have stated that the expense of the colony is very great;. do you 
knowhow much the expense of importation has been :--1 have not any ex-
tended details on that subject. . 

3289. Do you know how mueli they have expended altogether upon that 
head ?-No; 1 heard it stated roundl.\: to-day, but I have no data, that it had 
cost about 800,000 I. 

3290. You stated that if you had protection and a greater quantity of fre", 
labour introduced, you would do ?-With that amount of protection, a diminu- ' 
tion of taxation, and that protection beipg assured for such a time as would be 
necessary to induce capitalists to embark their capital again, I think so; fOJ: 
those gentlemen who have been engaged in the ,culture of the soil are almost 
all ruined. 

3291. Do you suppose if that were the case you would produce an increased 
quantity of sugar?-I think we should. I question whether at a protection of 
lOs. the quantity would much increase. I think the inducement to make 
sugar at a protection of lOs: would not induce the investmellt of so much 
capital as to increase the production otherwise than the natural increase by 
improved methods. . 

3292. Then you do not want, in fact, a very large atlditional importation of 
labourers ?-Unfortunately the labourers we have now, as I llal'e already 
stated, a great portion of them, are men anxious to go back to their families. 
It is the habit of the Indian Cooly to leave his family three or four years to 
seek labour elsewhere, that they do that in their own territories, and they. 
seem to think nothing of coming down to the Mauritius. Those people are 
returning as their engagements expire, and I consider it a ba~ sy~tem. of 

ImmIgration 



SELE(,'T COMMITl'EE ON SUGAR AND COFFEE PLANTING. '273 

immigration; I think it is faulty in many respects. I think we should have Mr. I. lJiyll., 
encouraged the introduction of whole families, and thus have produced an - -
indigenous class, who having been born or brought up on the soil, would have '3 February lS<tB. 
remained there. . 

3293. You think you would still want a very large importation if you carry 
on the sugar cultivation at all ?-I think so. 

3294, And tbat these men will not continue to work 1-They will not. As 
they acquire a degree of competellcy (and a very small sum of m.oney suffices 
for their few wants), they return to India immediately: -

3295. Do you find they changll their masters frequently?-' Yes. 
3296, Are you aware whether their wages are regularly paid 1-1 know that 

on our estate they have been paid exactly to the day; but that fails, as you 
have seen, to secure continuous labour. During the year ending last May our 
friends report, that of 348 persons engaged to work, 108 left for various 
reasons, some without assigning a cause, and sought other employment, 
though 1 know that the wages were regularly paid. 

3297. Can you recommend any alteration of the law of vagabonda"ae which 
would make them attend to their work better, nnd not be unjust to them r
My business with the colony has been chiefly to supply it with merchandize. 
I am not a good authority upon the details of the labour question. 1 believe, 
however, the law of vagabondage to be' very imperfect. 

3298. Mr. Miles.] You said you had put a great qU8.Qtityof guano upon: 
your estate; what has been the quantity you have purchased and put on it. in. 
a year ?-We have p~rchased from 30 to 80 and 100 tons in one year. 

3299. To put.on how many acres ?-Four hundred and eight acres ; but some 
of that land, the virgin soil, it was not applied to. 

3300. The total production of the estate was nearly two tons an acre ?-The 
largest crop we have had has been the crop just advanced, 394 tons. 

3301. Do you know how much that was an acre; was it 38 cwt. an acre 1-
About 27 cwt. an acre; some of the land is inferior, and other parts very good. 

3302. Do you look upon it as producing that from the quantity of guano put 
on it ?-A portion of i~ from the operation of guano; we found it produces. 
most extraordinary results. 

3:W3. Has it failed in any instance1-In no instance whatever. 
3304. You stated that you wanted a larger amount oflabourers introducedt 

can you tell the Committee what you think you could go on cultivating your 
estates at, as the price of labour for a man per day ?-No, 1 have not gone into 
those details; I do not understand the labour question sufficiently to give evi-
dence upon it. -

3305. Can you' tell the Committee whether the coolies already introduced 
will, the greatest part of them, go back to India or not ?-I think they will 
assuredly; we have been obliged to keep up a continued stream of immigrant!!, 
at the rate of 5,000 or 6,000 a year, and even that has not been sufficient, con
sequent upon those whose engagements have ceased returning to India. 

3306 ... You want to have a new class of labourers 1-The same system would 
do, but I think it is a. bad one; I think we should be allowed to ohtain 
labourers from nearer places, and to obtain them cheaper; Calcutta, as the 
Committee are aware, is a very expensive port for ships; the ships that bring 
coolies are hired at a great expense consequently, whereas we might obtain 
labourers nearer and cheaper. _. 

330i. You say there are three estates you have withdrswn advances from, 
and several others you have mentioned about to bc abandoned; are you aware 
whether any other estates belonging to other parties are in progress of aban
donment ?-I have not made any inquiries of that sort. 

3308. You pushed forward the cultivation ofthat estate, with a view of re-
ducing the fixed charges ?-Yes. . 

3309. Thinking, if you could make a larger crop, you would reduce the cost? 
-Yes; we found that the fixed charges would be about the same upon a large 
crop as a small one. We felt it was very desirable to increase the surface, 
especially as we bad virgin forest in our rear, and we threw out of cultivation 
some of the used land and took this virgin land, and in that way we hoped to 
have gained more produce. 

3310. If yon are to cultivate successfully, you must use aU your energy and 
enterprise1-Yes. ' - . 
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Ml-. J. Blytn. 331 J. Is labour, generally speaking, by task in the Mauritius 1-1 cannot 
say; it is chiefly day-work, I believe. _ 

S3 Fobruary 1848. 33 J 2. You stated you had bought some sugar at Bahia and Pernambuco?-
Yes. . 

3313. Have you been in the habit of advancing on the crops there ?-No. 
not at all; we have never hfld any connexion with the Brazil trade till IRSt 
year. Seeing the Mauritius trade likely to fail us, we began to look about as 
to what should be our next move. 

3314. You were actually there yourself?-I visited those places myself. 
3315. Do you think it would be wise to. give up the classification duties 

altogether ?-I think the classification duties, as far as I understand them, but 
I speak with diffidence upon the subject, are not suffiCiently in our favour as 
they now stand. 

3316. You would still maintain the classification d.uties ?-Yes. The only 
inconvenience is against the British importer assuming he is really intended to 
have the protection which the Act of Parliament affects to give him. 

33 I 7. You think a more efficient system of protection might be given him, 
even under the present laws, by a better system of classification ?-Yes. 

3318. Can you make any suggestion to the Committee upon that subject 1-
No; I am quite aware that it is a difficult matter to deal with. I think it 
would be desirable, if Parliament were to meditate such a change,. that expe
rienced persons should be called in, and those best acquainted with the subject 
be invited to draw out an effective scheme. 

3319. If the classification duties were withdrawn, it would be an actual pre
mium upon foreign sugar, would not it ?-You would admit the foreign almost 
refined article upon the same duty as you would admit the British raw article, 
and as Mr. Ronald in his statement has shown, we already admit at the low 
duty Cuba sugar, which gives for 1121bs" 1021bs. of refined crystal, whereas 
the average of British sugar he states to give only 841bs. 

3320. Mr. Wilson.] With respect to classification, are you aware that the 
classification principle applies to British sugar. as well as foreign sugar ?-It 
does.. . 

3321. The disadvantage which arises at present from the classification not 
being sufficient, is as much in favour of the high qualities of British sugar as 
the high qualities of foreign sugar ?-That. wonld be the case if the British 
colonies had a sufficient amount of labour to enable them to refine and improve 
their ~ugar. But it will be observed that labour there is expensive and 
inefficient; and, therefore, up to the present point, as far as 1 can understand the 
matter, the British colonist has not the means of making those improvements. 

3322. That does not apply to India 1-lt does not, certainly. . 
3323. Where. almost the whole of the fine sugars are made ?-A great deal 

of fine sugar is made there; but at the Mauritius they are already introducing 
vacuum pans, and other improvements, which would soon place them in 
a situation to make fine sugar. . . 

3324. If I understand the observations yon read from your Glasgow cor
respondent. they tell us that Cuba sugar of a particular colour possesses a 
higher quantity of saccharine matter than. sugar of a corresponding colour 
from the British plantations 1-1 think it is not so much a question of colour 
as of quality; there is more crystal in the one than in the other. 

3325. The' quality of Cuba-sugar that would be adJnitted at a low duty con
tains a higher quantity of saccharine matter than the sugar that would be 
adlnitted at 148. as' British plantation sugar ?--on the average. 

3326. The existing difficulty against refining sugar better in the British 
colonies is the want of labour :-It is. 

3327. What is your opinion as to the effect, supposing we were to make a 
change in the law CJf this country, to allow sugar of all kinds to be refuied in 
bond, and then introduced into consumption ?-I think it would be a very 
desirable improvement. . 

3328'. That would be tantamount to giving to the colonies a sufficient quan
tity of labour to refine sugar up to the point at which Java add Cuba do 80 ?
That is assulning that all sugar which is imported passes through the refinery 
and then is taxed either in the proportion of 148. up to 20 II. under the existing 
law, or in any other proportionlS that may hereafter be established. 1 think 
that would be a very fair-and proper system; but if you allow the Cuba planter 

. . and 
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and the Brazilian planter to introduce his fine sugar for immediate co~~:~ ion Mr. J. B 1,y1A. 
without passing through the refinery, and being subjected to those ~~E!J, I 
should doubt the policy of it. ~3 February 1841. 

3329. Supposing you had but one duty upon sugar that came in of all kinds, 
that is, whether it were double refined loaf sugar, or whatever it was, but that 
you should have the privilege of refining that sugar so coming into this coun
try in bond, and should then pay upon the product of it; what would be your 
opinion of such a plan ?-I think ~ch a measure would be very desirable. 

3330 .. You think it would be particularly adyantagenus to the British colo
nies ?-I think it would be very advantageous to the British colonies, and 
would prevent that which we now see, the introduction of higher qualities of 
foreign sugar at a low duty, while British sugar is obliged to pay its maximum 
duty. 

3331. Would not that be adequate to giving to the British colonies an 
immense addition to their present amount of labour and capital 1-1 think so. 

3332. Therefore a change of that kind would go to a considerable extent in 
removing the difficulties under which the planter at present labours 1-1 think 
it would be very desirable. 

S333. Have you had any experience with respect to the preparation of cane 
juice?-No. .. . 

3334. You have stated to the Committee· the loss this last year upon the 
estate of yours of which you have been speaking. Did you ever get a profit 
by tbat estate 1-That has not been a profitable estate, for this reason; we have 
been continually increasing the cuJtivation of this estate, and we certainly 
expected more from it than it has produced. 

3335. How many years has that estate been in your hands ?-Since 1836. 
3336. Then you had 10 good years of that estate before the Bill of 1846 

passed 1-1 took it up as an abandoned estate. It produced nothing when I 
took it. 

3337. Still you had 10 years of protection before the Bill of 1846 ?-Yes; 
but I should state that we intended to have sold this estate until lately ; we 
found it was necessary to make great efforts· to get an increased crop. 

3338. That estate perhaps was rather exceptional. 7-1 think it was. I have 
stated that it is so. 

3339. With respect to some of the numerous estates belonging to Messrs. 
Reid .& Irving, Messrs. Gower & 1ITephews, and Messrs. Barclay, Brothers, 
the tendency of your evidence and of the Chairman's questions would have led 
the Committee to suppose that those estates had been profitable before the 
Bill of 1846, and that the great cause of the losses on those estates, and the 
ruin of those houses, was referable to the low price which has ruled the Bill of 
1846. Do you happen to know in what condition those estates were prior to 
the Bill of 1846 1-1 have no data upon which to speak to that. These gentle
Dlen have furnished me with their statement, as it at present stands, but I have 
very little knowledge of their concerns in detail. 

3340. Have you reason to believe they were profitable estates prior to that 
time 1-Upon an average I should say they were cultivated to a profit. 

3341. Is not it the case that those estates which have been owned by Rede, 
lrvings, and the other houses, were originally estates upon which they had made 
advances to owners on mortga"a-e, and that they had to take them into their 
own hands in satisfaction of their debts ?-That is the case, most likely. I do 
not speak with absolute knowledge of the fact, but I take it that the five 
estates, which were their own, came into their hands under those circum-
stances. . 

3342. If they had had their will they would not have bought those estates 1-
Probably not. . , 

3343. It was because they could not get their money from the parties they 
had made advances to that they were obliged to foreclose their mortgages and 
take the estates into their own hands ?-l apprehend so. 

3344. Is not that the strongest proof that those estates had not paid the 
cultivators in those days ?-They might have been dissatisfied with the mao 
nagement of the planters in whose hands they were, and have thought it better 
to take them over to themselves. 

334.'i. They would not have taken them over as long as the annual produce of 
the estates paid the annual. outlay upon the estates ?-1 take that to be the case. 
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3346. Whatever the reason was, whether it was mismanagement, or what
ever it was, the fact is that that is evidence that the cul~vation of sugar on 
those estates did not pay at the time to those parties ?-l think you may fairly 
assume it was not a satisfactory account to them tu continue, or they' would 
not have taken over the estates as their property. 

334i. The largest portion of the estates in the island belonged to those 
three eminent firlUS who have, unfortunately, been ruined, did not they~
No ; I should say the larger part of the estates did not belong to these three 
eminent firms; Reid, Irving & Po. had but five as their own property. 

3348. Messrs. Barclay, Brothers, had several others ?-They I,ad several; I 
do not know how many. 

3349. It is quite apparent from that, that at all events a large number of 
-estates in the Mauritius have not paid, even under more favourable circum
stances ~-Yes; the estates which have become the real property of tbose 
houses form a very small portion of the whole. I cannot tell without reference 
what is the number of the estates; it is something more than 300 I think. 
We find only five belonging to Reid, Irving & Co. and five to Messrs. Gower •. 

3350. Axe you aware, from your knowledge of the island of the Mauritius. 
of any natural impediment that that island possesses against its competition 
with Java or Cuba or Brazil?-The question alludes to a difficulty we have. 
which is, no doubt, an impediment. The soil is very much covered in places 
with large rocks, and it is not so easily cultivated 8S land upon which you can 
use ploughs, harrows, and other implements. 

3351. The cultivation becomes more expensive by the quantity of labour 
employed; you are obliged to use the hoe ?-Yes; it is cultivated at a greater 
expense than land susceptible of tillage. 

3352. You are not aware of any other impediment1-No; the climate is 
most favourable to the growth of the cane, and the soil is very good. I have 
seen cane patches which have produced cane for 10 or 12 years consecutively. 

3353. The only other element in the cost of production is labour: in that 
respect you have stated the island, tei be very unfavourably circumstanced :

. I have. 
3354. Axe you aware whit quantity of sugar was produced in the island of 

Mauritius at the time of emancipation ?-l have a return here, which is not 
official, but which is from a work published last year, which I have every 
reason to believe to be correct. The crop of 1832 amounted to 735,948Ibs., 
~qual to nearly 37,000 tons. 

3355. Have you any account of the number of labourers 1-No, I have no 
~ccount of that. 

3356. It is your opinion that the chief impediment which· there is in your 
way, in the Mauritius, is the absence of a sufficient quantity of labour 1-
And at a sufficiently cheap rate. 

3357. You told the Committee, that at present you are prevented from 
bringing labour from any part of India, excepting Madras and Calcutta, and 
that from Madras the privilege is merely nominal :-The privilege exists, but 
it has not been acted on. 

3358. It.bas not been acted on in consequence of the Government agent 
preferring. to engage to send coolies to thti West Indies rather than to the 
Mauritius 1-So I understand. 

3359. Axe you aware whether he has any advantage in that ?-No. I 
understand he is a man of high respectability, who would not give an unfair 
preference; but I have heard it stated that he found the coolies had a 
preference to go to the Mauritius, and that if he opened the door to their 
going there, he would fail to secure any for the West Indies. 

3360. Generally it is the great object with men in such a position to find 
. the place '!'Vhere the coolie has the most desire to go to r-That is the fair way 
to take it; but the Emigration Commissioners here having chartered ships for 
the purpose of carrying people to the West Illdies, I suppose he felt himself 
bound to provide for those vessels, and left the Mauritius to shift for itself. 

3361. You are a large shipowner and acquainted with the regulations for 
shipping the coolies; is there any restriction as to the class of ship in which 
you call import coolies ?-There are restrictions as to the height between 
decks and a variety of other thingS, but I am not practically acquainted with 
those matters. 
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336'2. Does that make a material difference'in the cost of conveying those Mr .• 1. Blglll. 
labourers ?-I think the necessity imposed upon the Government of Bengal to 
send the people in ship loads, if I may use the term, does increase the cost of "3 February 1848-
transporting them, and if they were allowed to go down in batches of 20 or 30 
the transit wo~ld be made at a smaller charge. 

3,363. What is the cost per head now 1-1 am unable to say. 
3364. Your opinion is that if the labourers were allowed to go as they them

selves pleased to find their way, iu.your rice ships f~r instance, they '!V0uld be 
earried at a great deal less expense ?-I think so. 

3365. Supposing there were no restriction as to the ship, do you think in 
practice that ships coming, from India. to England might bring down a number 
of emigrants and land them at the Mauritius ?-, I think not; the difficulty is 
that the cargoes of those ships would have to be insured with a clause in the 
policy admittinguf deviation. 

3366. To call at the Mauritius ?-Yes. 
3367. Do you know anytl:iing of the ships coming from China?-I am not 

in the China trad e. 
3368. Do you think from what you know of China shipping there woula be 

any difficulty in China ships coming home from China to England landing 20 
or 30 or ) 00 men, as the case might be, provided they had such a price as paid 
them, in the ¥,auritius, in their way homewards ?-The difficulty would be that 
which I have ,referred to in the case of Bengal; the China cargoes being very 
:valuable would be subjected to another insurance. 

3369. You are afraid that the higher rate of insurance upon the cargo 
would be greater than the amount of any freight that could be obtained for 
the immigrants 1-l will instance a case that occurred within the last month or 
two. One of our ships was laden at Calcutta. for England with a general cargo. 
Our agents had a large sum in specie to send to my. house in Mauritius, and 
they advised the shipment of this specie by our own ship, ordering her to touch 
at Port Louis to land it. The owners of the cargo hearing of this intended 
voyage, protested against the vessel touching at Mauritius, and they, were 
,obliged to take freight for our specie in another ship, at our loss, of course, 
and to send our own vessel home direct without touching at Mauritius. 

3370. There would be great difficulty, in fact 1-' 1 think there would be. 
3371. Excepting in ships coming direct to the Mauritius 1-Coming direct 

with rice. ' ' 
3372. Therefore the rice ships might do it ?-They might do it economically. 
3373. Supposing Government were to propose to give a protective duty 

upon sugar, such as you have mentioned, of lOs., what security would you feel 
that that protection would continue; supposing the Governbent were to say, 
:we will guarantee you a protective duty of lOs. for seven years to come, 
would you feel a security in regulating your future transactions. with reference 
to that protective duty 1-1 have always paid great deference to Acts of J.>arlia
ment. I think if Parliament were now to come down and say, We have legis
lated imperfectly for these British colonies; we have taken awa.y their labourers 
without allowing them the opportunity of obtaining others; we have enhanced 
hy that means the cost of their production to such an extent that we find it 
proved on all sides that we cannot expect those colonists to compete with the 
people who stesI their labour, and get it for little or nothing, dividing the 
profit with the slave-trader; we find it necessary therefore now to retrace 
some of those steps which we have hastily and inconsiderately taken, and we 
,pledge the countl'y to givi8g for seven, years protection of lOs. per cwt. ;-1 
think the British colonists, though they have not been well treated hitherto, 
would reinvest their capital and the trade of the colonies would revive. 

3374. Supposing you to have guaranteed to you a protective duty of lOs. 
for seven years, not that you are to have lOs. difference in the price, because, 
that must be a matter of accident, but that you shall have lOs. difference in 
the duty, have you considered the hazard to which you would be exposed, if 
the Legislature were to 'do that to-night ?-I have considered the question in 
all its bearings; and assuming that Parliament did guarantee this protection of 
108. a cwt., and that that guarantee would be duly carried out, I think I should 
be inclined, for myself, to continue the cultivation of this estate of which 1 
have been speaking, and I think others would do so too. ' 

3375. You think, under these circumstances, the cultivation of the British 
0.32. N N 3 colonies, 
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'Mr. J. Bl!flk. colonies, at the present time, might not only continue to ill! present extent, but 
that the recent progressive improvement might be expected to go on ?-I do. 

S3 February 18+8. 3376. And, therefore, that a similar increase in the production of sugar to 
that which we have seen in the last two or three years might be expected iD. 
the next two or three years to come 1-Not upon so great a scale. The culti
vation, I think, would not be so much stimulated. The bitter experience 
which so many have endured would still operate as a warning for some time to 
come; confidence is a plant of but slow growth. 

3377. If that measure were to be accompanied as it is now accompanie~ 
and as you propose it should be, by an extended introduction of labour into 
the Mauritius and into the British West Indies, would not that have the effect 
of increasing the production of Brith;h free-labour sugar to an extent equal to 
what it has ever been ?-It would, undoubtedly. 

3378. What has been the importation of British plantation sugar during the 
last year 1-1 have no official data for it, but I have seen it stated that it 
amounts to about the same as our consumption. 

3~79. About 280,000 tons 1-Something near that figure. 
3380. Looking at the cultivation of the Mauritius, which has increased 

during the last few years 20,000 or 30,000 tons; looking at that of the West 
Indies, which has increased during the last year or two to the extent of 40,00D' 
or 50,000 tons; looking at India, which has ,increased, and with a protective 
duty of 10 s., would continue to increase at the rate of 30,000 or 40,000 tons ; 
and not confining ourselves to the British possessions, considering the increase 
of production which has taken place in Penang, and Singapore, and those parts 
of the world, would it be an unfair thing to suppose that in the course of two 
or three years, with increased capital and labour, we should' be producing 
350,000 or 400,000 tons of sugar! If further we look to what we are told of 
the capabilities of 'frinidarl, as they say capable of producing sugar for the 
whole of Europe; if we look to the capabilities of British Guiana, as they say 
capable of producing sugar for the whole of Europe; to the capabilities of the 
minor West India islands, and then to the capabilities of India, and to the 
capabilities of the Mauritius, with a protective duty of lOs. a cwt., and with 
plenty of labour thrown into all those markets, would it not be a very fair 
thing to suppose that in three or four years we should have a supply of British 
sugar to the extent of 400,000 tons ?-I am not prepared to go to that extent; 
you have so far checked cultivation by the present state of things, aggravated, 
no doubt, by commercial causes, that I think for some years to come, as far 
as I cali judge, our consumption is likely to keep pace with any increased pro- ' 
duction which we may have from all our possessions. . 

3381. You only look for a great increase of consumption to a diminished 
price; unless that price remains as it is now, you can only look for an increased 
consumption proportioned to the increase of population ?-That will, no doubt, 
operate most materially upon the ~onsumption; the position of the people in 
this country has not been favourable to consumption for the last few months. 

3382. The consumption of last year has been larger than it was ever before, 
therefore we are not comparing it with an unfavourable period ?-But for 
recent events, 1 apprehend that the consumption of last year would have been 
more considerable than it has been. 

33S3. Looking at the consumption of the future as compared with the con
sumption of the present, we should be comparing the future with the largest 
consumption we have ever had ?-We hope under more liberal measures, as 
affects the manufacture of sugar in this counbJ'l the consumption may be 
increased in distilleries and breweries; though we have failed to obtain any con
siderable increase of consumption this year in breweries, I think that arises in a 
great measure from the prejudice which exists on the part of brewers, and again 
from ignorance as to the real value of the boon which has been given to them. 

3384. As a merchant, and as a planter in the Mauritius, would it not be, in 
your estimation, a somewhat hazardous thing to increase your cultivation and 
to put fresh capital upon those estates in the Mauritius, seeing that you have 
now only a margin of 10,000 tons on which your protection could operate; if 
you had surplus of colonial sugar, if you produced more colonial sugar than 
we consume at home, you would have tQ resort to the continental market to 
~pose' of it: if you resort to the continental market you mUlit there be on an 
equality with Brazil and Cuba; therefore the price of British sugar would have 

. to 
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to be I't'duced to the same l~vel as Brazilian and Cuban sugar. seeing you are Mr. J. BlfItTt. 
now within so small a margm as 10,000 tons, with an increasing production in 
all those various countries into which you propose to pour an additional. quan- Q3 FobroBI'Y 1348. 

tityof labour, would not you hesitate in extending your cultivation, or expend-
ing fresh capital upon those estates, with the uncertainty that would exist for 
the future 1-That gives rise to an examination into what is the probable future 
supply from those British sources. From the best data 1 can obtain, we are 
likely to import from the West billies in. this present year 15,000 tons less than 
we did last year; 1 think we shall import into Great Britain from the Mauri-
tius 10,000 tons less in 1848 than we did in 18h. Upon East India sugar 1 am 
110t so well infonned, but a friend of mine, largely interested in the sugar manu-
facture of India, estimates the falling off from British India at 20,000 tons. 

3385. You are aware that this reduced eRtimate of production is stated to be 
the consequence of the Bill of 1846 now coming into operation, and the reduced 
price it has occasioned 1-Precisely. . . . . 

33116. I am supposing a state of things in which you are to be guaranteed a 
seven years' protection at lOs., so that all those causes would cease to operate? 
-Taking into consideration all those circul'llstances, 1 should not hesitate to 
go on cultivating the property 1 allude to. • 

3387. In the hope and the expectation that the difference in the price would 
be maintained, and that you would have abundance of labour, so as to get the 
.qnantity of sugar that you proposed 1-1 have already stated that the sugar
cane is a plant which takes from 14 to 18 months to mature, and the produce 
of the plant again takes a considerablp. time to put into bags and bring to this 
market. The cane planted in the Mauritius three months hence upon an • 
.order sent out now, at least the sugar produced by. that cane, would not be 
here for two years or upwards. 

33118, In one of your former answers you said that if you had abundant 
labour in the Mauritius, ref~g also to the British colonies generally, they 
would soon produce much more sugar than England could possibly consume? 
-I think· so. You are referring,. however, to a very proximate period; I am 
looking to a more distant one. I am looking also to thp. casualties that have 
occurred as diminishing the production of some of the estates, and the delay 
that must take place in bringing them up again. 

3389. You think, as a· British merchant, that if the British colonies pro
-duced more than the British people consumed, a protective duty would be 
8 dead letter?-lt would repeal the Act of Parliament. . 

3390. A great many estates, you say, must go out of cultivation this year; 
does not that rather inspire you with more hope as to the profitableness of the 
-estates that will remain in cultivation 1-lt would, if I did not see so large an 
increase of production going on in slave countries cultivated by cheap labour_ 

3391. The wages of th" Mauritius this last year, in consequence of so large 
a crop, have been raised about a dollar per month, have not they ?-When 
I was there this time last year, they were reducing the wages. 

3392. Since then, they have raised them in consequence of the increased 
-cultivation giving rise to competition 1-1 think the tendency has been tO,wards 
diminishing the rate of wa"aoes. 

3393. If there is a larger supply of. unemployed labour consequent upon 
a number of those estates going out of cultivation, that will have a tendency 
still further to reduce the price of labour ?-It will~ but the Incfuin coolies 
returning in large numbers, their period of service being expired, will prevent 
the operation of the natural law to which the question adverts. 

3394. 'You are aware that there would be a fresh importation to keep up 
the number ?-l cannot understand that the Government have sanctioned ·the 
introduction of further coolies from India. I think Lord Grey stated to the 
Mauritius Association thai he could not, under the depressed state of the 
colony, sanction such a further introduction of coolies. 

339.5. If you are understood rightly, practically speaking, the sort of recom
mendation vou would make as to the Mauritius, would be, first, that all impe
diments should be removed to the supply of labour; that a better contract system 
should be permitted between the employed and the employers; that men 
should be held by law to their contracts, as they are held by law to contracts in 
this country; that vagrancy should be suppressed as vagrancy is suppresst'd 
here. As far as regards the position hetween the employed and the employer, 
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!llr. J. B!'yIA. tho~ would be the great and essential .necessaries' to . the rel"jl"al of the cOlllli-
• tion ,of the planters in the Mauritius ?-Quite necessary.. ' 

~3 Februar". 1848•. . 3396. And that you should 'be allowed to go ·to neigllbouring countries 
'. wherever free labour can be found, and procure that free labour as abundantly 

and cheaply as you can ?-. Yes, clearly so. . 
3397. Would you propose any test that you should 'only bring fr~ labourers ir 

yQu were allowed to,go to the coast of AIrica.-I would not allow any SUell 

introduction of labourers to be made otherwise than under' regulations esta-
. blished by Government. • ' . 

3398. You would 'not object to the' regulation that every l"essel that went 
for the purpose of bringing immigrants should carry an officer' appointed by the' 
Governmen~ on board, in order that he might be a witness either to the con
t;ract O~ to the circumstances under which emigrants were einbar,ked ?-Yes; 
and that that officer should be a surgeon. 

3399. Appointed by the Government, and being a GOl"ernment servant ?
Yes; being a surgeon he would be able to judge of the fitness of people for 
the labour they would have to perform, and he would check Ilny tendency to 
disease on board; though those ~oyages would be 110 short there would be 
no great need for tnedical attendance.· I think the officer being a. medical 
officer would combin~ both functions very advantageously., , . 

3400. As a further check, you would see no disadvantageiri Government 
appointing a proper officer in the island of the Mauritius to ascertain from the 
immigrants as they landed the circumstances under which they~ngag~d, and 
the pnderstanding on' which they came to the colony ?-A very proper check. 

340 J. Do you see, as f!U' as your. experience goes, that any possible incon
venience or disadvantage could arise to the labourers themselves under a 
system so tested and checked as is proposed ?-On the contrary, J think those 
natives of Madagascar and of the east coast of Africa, emerging from a state of 
almost barbarism, would be greatly benefited j and I think that Government has 
been most unfortunate in its legislation' in not providing by such meanjl for 
repairing the loss which our colonies sustained when the labouring classes were 
liberated from slavery. 

3402. Had such a proviSion been made when slavery was abandoned there 
never would have arisen that practical inconvenience from the want of labour 
that has arisen ?-No, that w~ a great oversight. , 

3403. Have you stated what appears to you to be necessary to remove thl! 
difficulty as respects labour ?-I think those measures would d() all that is 
necessary. It would take some time to habituate those people to their altered 
state of life. ' 

3404. Would not it .be a great advantage to have a greater economy of labour 
, in the colony, and that with that view the manufacture of sugar there should be 

confined to as early and simple a process as it could conveniently and profita!?ly 
be brought home under ?-I think so. ' 

3405. In the Mauritius you do not suffer much loss by the drah;lage 0'1 the 
way home ?-No, we dry the sugar. . 

3406. If you were allowed to bring home, not the cane juice, but the concrete 
after the first boiling, and to sell it to refiners in bond, that also would be a 
great means of economizing your existing amount of labour and your existing 
amount of capital, and of facilitating the manufacture of ,sugar in the colony by. 
rendering it less necessary to have intricate machinery ?-I think that would be 
the result. I am entirely favourable to such a measure. 

3407. Are you aware that there has been agitated a plan of refining su,,"'3l' in 
the colonies ?-Yes, it has been tried at the Mauritius; but as I have slated in
another part u(my evidence, the difficulty is that labour is so costly, and more
over we have an insufficiency of it already for making the common raw sugar; 
and hence still greater difficulty in finding labour to refine it. 

3408. It seems to 'be a question of labour and a question of intricato' 
machinery, and a question of capital ?-Yes; there is some very fine machinery 
DOW established at the Mauritius. 

, 3409. That must be always kept tip at a greater cost than in this country? 
-. -I think so; I think it is a mistake to attempt to refine sugar in the colony. 

3410. You would be in favour of bringing home the produce in the earliest. 
poesible stage that would be economical in point of freight, and performing the 
more intricate manufacturing process in this country ?-I should. Refiners in 
, . this 
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this country are men of great intelligence; they are here in the centre of Mr. J. Bl!lth. 
civilization and manufactures, and they obtain the earliest and best informa- -
tion, and ha..ve the benefit of all the improvements that science can suggest; ~3 February 18!S. 
whereas if you expect that sort of improved manufacture to be carried on all 
over the world where sugar grows, you must send to those countries a '\""ery large 
amount of skilful labour, which can only be obtained at very considerable cost. 

3411. _ You do not think it is consistent with the condition of a farmer to' be 
an intricate manufacturer also ?-N 0; but if that question should be considered 
as applicable to a view whic:h I have seen propounded by Earl Grey, I think, in 
one of his speecheH, that we oUEht in the Mauritius and in the West Indies to 
have one great central mill, and'that the farmer should grow his cane and send 
his sugar to'a miller, I think there are very many practical difficulties in the way. 

3412. As far as regards the grinding ?-Yes; the sugar-cane becomes sus
ceptible of producing only an inferior sugar if it is not ground at once. 

3413. If all your refining were in bond, and were allowed to take any 
material into the refin~es in this country, and the whole were to be introduced 
into consumption at one uniform duty, it is your opinion that a great many of 
the inconveniences under which the colonies now labour would be dqne away 
with ?-As far as it goes it would be an advantage to the colonies. 

3414. You stated that 2,600 acres gave 2,400 tons of sugar; do you know 
how much the cost of cultivating that property would be ?-Those properties 
belonged to Messrs. Gower & Co.; I have not obtained from those gentlemen 
any detail of the cost. " 

3415. What is the cost per acre within your own experience' of the' cultiva
tion ?-I have not gone into any calculations of that sort; I am by no means, a 
sugar cultivator; I am only by accident possessing an interest in this property. 

3416. Ypu know nothing of the actual cost of production ?-I only know 
that it has cost us 258. a cwt. when we have shipped it; I 'have not gone into 
the items of that cost. I ' 

3417. Are there any restrictions against the importation of labour from 
China into the Mauritius ?-I am not a\1are that there are. 

341 8. Are not the Chinese by far the best labourers you can get ?-I under" 
stand Chinese have been tried at the Mauritius with very indifferent results, sci 
much so that they have been sent away after a short service. They were not 
considered a desirable race of people to have. 

_ 3419. A gentleman connected with the Mauritius said that they were-by 
far the best labourers imported into the Mauritius; that is nttt confirmed by 
your experience 1-, My experience goes to this, that they were most unpopular 
among the planters; and if tMy are still permitted to be imported, I think the 
confirmation of my opinion-may be found in the fact that" the importation bas 
been discontinued, notwithstanding the urgent want of labour. ' 

3420. 'You complain of the public expenditure of the Island of Mauritius as 
pressing heavily upon the planters; does that complaint embrace the military 
expenditure'?-I allude to the great expenditure being such as I think a mere 
sugar colony canl1.ot keep up but on national grounds. I aui not disposed 
to quarrel with the amount of military force kept there, or the amount of money 
expended in keeping-up the public buildings. _ 

3421. Are you aware that the entire cost of the military expenditure is de
frayed from the pocket of the mother country I-I think you will find that is 

I not the case. , .... ~. . , 
3422. Are you aware that so large a sum as 100,0001. is paid 1-1 am aware 

that a large sum is paid. 
3423. What do you estimate the military expenditure of the Mauritius to be ? 

- I think about 25,000 l. in excess of what is paid by this country. I think the 
Governor of the colony has 7,000 I. a year, which is not more than a governor 
ought to have; but I think it is too much for a governor of mere sugar makers. 
It is not too much for a governor of the Gibraltar of the East, but for a go
vernor of mere sugar makers it is. 

3424. Do you export any rum from your estate ?-No. 
3425. Is there much exported from the Mauritius r-It is an increasing 

trade, but it is fettl"l"ed by bad excise laws, and by a large duty on stills. 
3426. Can you give the Committee any idea of what are the evils in the 

excisfl laws which ue complained of ?-No; I am not practically acquainted 
with the subject. 
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Mr. J. Blyth. 3427. You were asked in the early part of your examination whether YOII 
bad withdrawn your credits from Bengal for the supply of provisions from the 

&3 February 1848. Mauritius; is that to any large extent ?-It is to a considerable extent; we 
until lately placed credits with two eminent houses in Calcutta, and left them 
with the power to make shipments on joint account of our firm, wlienever 
the supply of rice should be such as to show that such an operation could be 
carried on with profit. 

3428. It is perfectly notorious, is not it, tbat prior to the year 1846 a large 
portion of the estates in the Mauritius were incumbered with mortgages r
A great part of the estates are more or less incumbered; I have stated, how
ever, and I think it is necessary, for the information of the Committee, that it 
should be clearly understood that tbere being no tbree per cent. Consols, and 
no Exchequer bills to be had, money on family settlements, and money in 
trust, and 80 on, is frequently invested as a mAtter of investment on mortgage. 
just as we here put money into the three per cents. 

3429. What rate of interest i.; it customary to charge upon those mortgages? 
-Six per cent. is the general interest, but I have no mortgage upon my 
estate, or upon the estates of other persons. 

3450. Have not large sums been advanced on mortgage by houses in this 
country?-A large portion; a large portion is also advanced by the colonists 
themselves. 

3431. Is it not part of the condition of the advance that the produce shall 
come consigned to those houses ?-That is the case in some instances, but of late 
years a different principle has prevailed: advances are made in the Mauritius, 
~nd the planter has reserved to himself the right of paying either by sales of 
sugar in the colony or by shipping to the concern in Europe, if he consider it 
desirable to do so. 

3432. Mr. Moffdtt.] The Committee understand that your firm were more 
extensive buyers of.sugar than manufacturers of sugar?-Yes; we have had 
very little to do with the growth. • 

3433. Ar~ you aware what the charges usually are of importation upon those 
goods that come from mortgaged estates to this country ?-The tariff of charges 
at the Mauritius was taken fro~ the Indian rates; Bengal and Madras, I think 
the tariffs are the same. 

3434. You have stated the price of provisions to be exceedingly high in the 
M'auritius?-The price of animal food is at present very dear; that chiefly 
arises out of the cessation of traffic with Madagascar; we had a quarrel with 
the Queen, and she has closed her ports to us. 

3435. How is it as to cereal food ?-Cereal food is imported from Bengal, 
the soil and climate together not being adapted to the growth of grain. 

3436. You hl!-ve stated vagabondage to be a great grievance in the Mauritius I 
are the planters themselves disposed not to hire labour that comes under the sus
picion of vagabondage? -The. planters have not had the option of making any 
choice; the deficiency of labour has been such that they have been glad to 
engage any man who would offer his services. Here, if we have bad servants 
we discharge them, but the Mauritius planter is not able to do so. 

3437. The v~abondage has sprung out of the competition among the 
planters for labour 1-And out of the deficient amount of labour for the pur
pose of cultivation. 

3438. Are you aware that from 1834 to 1839 there was no restriction on the 
importation of labour into the Mauritius ?-I think the period for which the 
Cooly immigration was permitted was three years. 

3439. Chairman.] You reckon that the idleness and demoralization of the 
colol1Y dates from the period of the short contracts ?-I consider that a very 
pregnant cause of the demoralization. 

3440. From 1831 to 1839 were prosperous years; those were years when 
you had long contracts ?-Yes. . . 

344" You were asked a question with respect to the cheapness of capital 
in the British colonies; is not capital cheaper in Cuba now than it is in the 
Mauritius ?-I am afraid you will find very little more capital sent to the 
Mauritius, unless some such measures as I have indicated be passed. . 

LIST 
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PAPERS .DELIVERED IN BY ARTHUR CROOKE, ESQ. 12 February 1848. 

y .... 

,83~ 
,839 
1840 
,841 
184' 
.843 

184~ 

1843 
18# 

1845 
1846 

1847 -

COST per ewt. of BENGAL SUGAR, atlbe Exchange of ~ ,. per Compaoy'. Rupee. 

Calcutta charges, with commission 1/4 
Liverpool ditto -'" ditto 4/1 
Freight, 51. per ton 5/ 
Duty, 14/. per too 14/ 

Charges per eW!. - ~4/6 

Rup.ees, per maund 7, 8, 9, 10 

COS! per cw!., with charges • 43/6, 46/3, 49/, 51/9 

14/ --
37/9 

The cost per cwt. iocreases ~ Ii. for every additional anna per maund. 

CALCUTTA.. BOUBAY. IIADB.A8. 

Ship •• ton •. Ship .. 2' ..... S/UpI. TIIII •• - - - 165 83,601 lit 67.853 31 160494 -. - - 166 78,160 114· 55,491 15 10,77· 

- . -';,;- . 
~3~ 1°4,177 

~ 157 80,135 38 16,473 

- - - 151 1t7,399 139 69.951 48 13,135 

- - - 118 115,487 131 67,838 41 Ig,U5 

- - - 131 127.586 134 73,131 49 13,513 

The above dQ not exactly correspona with the East lodi. Association's figure., as Mr, J. H. O. 
will explain. . . 

A COMPARATIVE STATEMENT of the ExPORTS from Livwpool to Calculla, for the last Teo Years. 

I j Ii c . .: 

c! we ... .~~ J! 
Cotton Yam. Plain CottoDS., Coloured Coltons. Woo-Ileas. Beer Giau. Iron. ~ g- Lead. r!. - e::o; <;,) "'''' 

Pad:'. Lbr. Pack'. Yard,. Pieca. Pack' Yarth . . P",*, PUca. r..".. HIuI~ BO.Ia. T ..... 0.. .... Bo .... 1'"",. T .... K,,.. T-. 
1°9'3 5073340 86.0 1444074' - - 194' 377U64 929 10674 43983 3339 33~' '560 - - 994 14~ 50 -
1298• 5577337 .14376 23737859 - - 3427 5569016 1167 18803 35301 3:63 105938962646 18,0.1051 345.189 -
19071 10130819 19113 34408~86 - ~~91 7644607 0134 3057' 52679 .63 240568.8 3'34 163'11524 389 .076 -
13741 6636836 19606 377107" - 3468 6666887 1605 '3195 18888 4483 13234971.4241 ~0491113 194 "1~4 -
12919 62~696. 15085 51769980 2781 561 4647 997 14671 - - 5134 
16368 9°.6844 35596 7651g673 3065 411544' 1733 33880 8658,101480 1660 '04~1315 13g6,414 

,844'345911080'.0 39°4' 81517465 - 4113 6873868 

1134480811813 $6611394,'°7 7Gi-
-- 4994 

2781 4'568 - - 14891 34494°5.214" 1881'1970 3Ro '242j783 
19911~269 594 1'91:1067 113 1148i515 1845198901000.5~~ 37855 78793971 539' 9540185 858 11884 - - 3936 

,846 >9953 1479'36 44370 94319711 1 !!O!Z!I 3413 6s08937 690 12014 - - 38•8 173~r925 1042 855 574 '0 1@45343 
'847174'71 8.P9758 29058 60800156 338g6 3°2O 51°3411 76'i 11064 - - 4275 3164 '314 1084 ."71884 174 19841'106 

I 
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A COMPARATIVE STATEMENT of the hIPo"rs iDto ~ (rom C4krdl., r ... the last TeD Years. 

NUMBER of VBSlIELS and TOIlll'AGB from LiNrpoo! to the East for the last TeD Yean.. 

Y BA B. I To Canua aod To Boo .. bay. T. Chloo. I To ocber Parts.. 101_ 

1838 · · · 45 16,651 35 16,745 18 ' 7,514\ 78 .6,623 

1839 - · · +6 16,675 36 17,66. 13 ! ... 830 76 .6,168 

1840 · · - 68 .6,505 52 '7,253 •• .... sg6' 101 32,818 

.8+1 · · - 76 0g,s94- 57 57,332 , .. !.op60 .08 +8,I6g , , 

.B+. - - · 24,453 4+ 27,757 i 09 !1~,o33 6g 01,804 
I 

1843 · · · 73 28.5'5 52 26,6ll 36 '5.00°1 go !J5,5i 4 

1.84+ - · · 89 35,626 84 +',75" 51 2°,723 J 1+" 41 ,954 

18+5 60 
! 

35,600 - · · "7 Moll I 47 92,094- '3043~ i 110 

,46 - - - 9' 41,61 7 53 25,255 50 ,80440 : 79 2.,g66 

1847 - - - .05 5°,745 4+ ",605 4' 15,1391 65 ~2,437 

EXPORT SUGAR, C4lcwu<& to Gntd BriUzin.. 

- 1846. 1847. 

May - - - 116097' 97,635 
June - - - 148,392 .;6,659 

July - - - 201,40,. 2.6.556 

August - - - ,6+,"4 18',94' 
Septem!>er - - 13 .... 8• 155,"0 
-october - - - 9",094 .63,606 

No ... mber- - - ,67,030 '940021 

lIIaundo- - - 1.00 .... aB l,oGs,SaB 

TOIlS - - - 37,626 39.'4" 
;17,6.6 

Tons - - - 1.5,6 Increase, i mo. 1847_ 

003 
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APPENDIX TO FIRST REPORf FROM THE 

ACCOUNT SALES or 185 Bap BENGAL SUGAR, a" Alesander Bariag," at CaIcril4, 0It 

ACCOUDl or Nidto/lM C ....... , c, ... LiftrPOOl. 

- Bap. 0 ...... F-aadDnft. l'IeI. -
I 

c... """ .. 
£. •• do L ,. II. 

1847 : c.u. """.. c... """ 160. 
13 February 1 13 1,008 1 3 15 at 551 - - - 5 :I '1 

55 108 010 4 1 19 103 au .. 5-1 - - - a6g 11 8 
9 17 I II 0 1115 16 11 J~ .53/ - - - 4+ /; 10 
3 5 S 9 0 I 3 5 11 f .5016 - - - 14 - S 

I 3 JUDe - S4 47 o I~ I "&1- +5 I 1~ .491 • • - llL a 4-
93 183 010 G J 16 176 1 la • +8/6 • • . +117 17 8 

185 /363 11 1 13 311 349 II 18 L 871 I 6 

1846 : 
Charges: 

6 November Dock dues on 351. 1. 7. at 6 d., 81. '5" 8 d.; IOrting 
and lottiug OB 363- II. I. at 1 II.. 30/4 - - • 10 6 -

1 

Saiecharges,I3!:eDlry, J/6; extra rent, + I. 18'.511.; 
bill stamp., 151 - - - • - _ - 61811 

Duty on 351. I. 7. at 14/ per cwt. · - - - J45 18 5 
18+7 : 

1 6 January • Freight OR ditto, at 41. 10 .. per toD _ - - - 79 -11 
Marine iDsurance, per polli::r - - - • - L4 5 -
Fire iosuftmce ~ . - - · - · - I a 10 
luterea, aDd BIWk cODlllOisaien • - - · - 4 - J 

Brokerage, 1 per cent. - . • - · - 8 14 5 
CommissioD, "C". + per ceat. - - - · . 34 .7 8 

- ,..00 .. ... 

Net Proceed., due III Jot, 18+7 · . - t. 465 1& • 

The charge., exclusive of duty, freight, or comnWaioD, are s •• 8 II. per cwt. 

Liverpool, 31 August 1S47. 
(E. E.) 

Weigbl oithe • .0 ... per lawoice.. 

• Bap. G.-. T .... If ... 

c_ ,... .. c..u. !I"" /100. c_ 9"" /bo. 
Per Invoice - - - - 185 364 0 3 7 1 '1 3S6 I 10 

Per Sales Account - . - 185 363 • 1 13 3 11 348 I 18 
. . 

Loss in Net Weigl:tt . - . . · 6 320 

Loss in Gross Weigbl - . • . · 0 I J 

IlICreaee of Tare in England - - - - 6 1 18 

6 3 20 
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BENGAL SUGAR :-Imporl, Delivery, aDd Stocks, Londo" and Liverpool, 1846, 1847, to 31 December. 

DELIVERIES. 

- IX PO RT. TOTAL CONSUMPTION. -
Bome Use. E.port. 

18~. 1847. 18~. 1847. 1846• 1847. 1846. 1847. Decrease. ---
Psduogu. p..,/uogts. P ... "", ... PacJ.op. P..A., ... Poduoga. PoeAag ... P~ P • .,."... 

loDdoD · · 546,6.8 5.8,377 538,90 4 471,381 J,~19 !l:,lg1 540 ,123 474,57' 65,551 

Liverpool · · 309,640 179,8~0 3·6,goo '30,165 - - 715 306,goO 130,880 g6,01l0 

- --856,068 808,257 F65,8b4 700 ,546 1,.19 0,go6 867,M3 705,45" 16~,571 - = 
Increase - · . . - . . · - - - - 1,687 - -
Decrease - - - . 48,011 - · 163,°58 . - . - . - 161,571 

IDereue. 

1846. 1847. 1846• 1847. ---- -
London 

PoW, ... Pach4p. Paw, .. Pack.,... 

- - 100,688 154,493 - - 53,805 
Liverpool · - 96,000 145,000 . - 49,000 

IgG,688 "99.493 - · 

Packages - - - 100,805 Increase in Stock lSt jan. 1848. 

Appendix, No.2. 

A MORTHLy'RETUR1' of the HOllE CONSUMPTION of BRITISH aud FOREIGN SUGAR, dis
tiDguiahing British from Foreign, and giving the Aggregate of both, for the last Two ~ear.; 
together ... ith th. G •• ette Average Price of Sugar and of Wheat, in each Month, in contIguous 
columna. 

l\IONTHS. 
QuaotitiCl EIltered for Home Consumption. Gn:ette Average 

A'ferage Price Price of Wbcat. 
1846' ,nd 1847. British. Foreiga. Tor,u. 

of Sugar. 

Cwt8. e",,.. Cmu. ,. d. •• d. 
January 1846• - 3S0,3~8 U:,21 3 392,541 34 lOt 55 6 

- 1847' - 450,873 138,485 589,358 36 loj 64 1 

February 1846 • · 338,993 0,330 341,393 34 g 54 7 - 1847- · 3",175 109,010 400,185 36 H 7g 1 
March 1846 • · 418,168 371 4 18,539 33 54 10 

- 1847 - · 334,,,89 1I0,6gQ 444.981 34 4 73 9~ 
April 184.6. · 463,7;15 946 464,681 36 "t 55 9 - 1847' · 355,87:J 9",546 448,.p8 30 gt 75 61 
May 18~. · 44o,og8 019 440,447 35 !j 55 9 - 1847' · 449,·67 1190947 569,014 31 80 1 

June 184-6. · 366,99· 1,114 368,106 36 91 5:2 I 

- 1847. · 4 190883 51,604 4710+87 "9 31 9 g 10 
'July 18 .. 11- · 338,191 4,1+1 340,06,. 37 gt 51 5 - 1847' · 4670386 109,705 .577,091 '5 10 86 10 I 
August 18+6- · 449,878 137,338 5~7, .. tl 33 41 46 3 
- 1847- - 418,840 ,1,659 490 '"'99 oS 8t 73 10 t 

September 1 s..6 - · 501 ,335 164,038 665.373 31 8 50 10 - 1847' · 5°5,767 63,+9" 569"59 "5 10 60 61 
OClOber 1S.6- - 345,476 101,366 446,84" 34 61 58 , 
- 1847- · 345.068 33,400 378,488 .. 6 54 61 

November 1846- · S·6,303 9 0,g1l 4 19,0: 14 33 10 I 60 7 - .847 • - 391,577 35,496 4'7,°73 23 7. 53 31 
Deeember 1846- - "59.534 8;.868 345,4°. 3' 8; 66 a - 18+7 • · 365.043 39.486 404.7'9 03 -6 5' at 

I 
-

TOTAL, 1846- - 4,6<9,091 60.,855 5,23',946 - -- 18+7 • · 4,81 5,°40 97,s,54" 5,790,781) - -
A. W. FUIIbImo'l"". 

Appendix, No. s. 

hlontbly Retnm 
of Home Consump. 
tion of British and 
Foreign Sugar. 
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Appendix, No, S, ""I~ 

(Laid beror. the Court by Co10n.l S9k .. , 14 December 1842,) 

STATEMENT ot tbe nr.v~NUIl derived (reml J.and SaYff anel Abko.rry, Cuatom., Snit, Opium, 1'obacco, Stamps and POJtagt>, in the Upper and Lower PtovintOl o( Dengnl, at Macfrns, nnd nomLAY. in till' Vean 1800/10, 1910/20. 1820/~OJ 
DmI J889/40 • • howing'l~e Chargcs of Collecting eaei! Hrnnch of the Revenue, Dod the Pe .... cenlnge on Ihe, lep,,;rate ,Ueceipls; also di,uinguillbing the Atipendl oo:l Allowancu V:lid out of 1tu) Revenut!., and the A~nunt o( Net 
Rc?venue after thOle Stipend. and Charges of Cullectlon huve been deducted from the Grosl Revenue, showmg Itkcwuo separately the sovofal Hellds uf olhl.lr Cbllrgcs, and Ihe Final Ro.ulls of Surplus or Dencit in ('nch Yetlt, 
cODverted into Sterling, at 2 •• the Siccil Uupee. 

BENGAL AND A GRA, 

�------.---1-8-°97'-1-°-'--.------�------.---1-8-1,9-/2-°-'--,------�-----__ ~--1-8-2-9,'3-0-,-----, __ -----I~--------o--1-8-3-9~'-40-.----r-----
Revenues Ch.orges Nd Ralep'cent. Revenues Charge. Net Ratep'ceut. .venUeA Choorgea Net Katep'cenl. Be"caues Charges Net Rate p'cent 

or 
Collection. 

and r of aad of ot and f ut and \ 0' 
Receipts. Collection. Receipts. Collection. Receipt.. Col1ection. Receipts. Collection. Receipt.. Collection. Rl'ceipll. Colleclion. Receipt.. Collrctiou. Receipt •. 

------~~--~-~-I-----+-~--I-----,I--~-I-----I--~-I---------~-I----------~-I-------,---~-I------I,------~-----
Ih~vt:Nultl : 

~and Sllyer}Lower Prnvinces 
andAbkorry North W. dillo 

• 

f, £, £, t, f. £, £. £. £. t, £, 
~,R72,4S4 207,8S8" 1,064,601 7'237 3,310,408 804,030 8,006,878 0'184 3,274,884 819,76S 2,064,631 0'706 8,628,280 884,~12 
B,108,318 230,0.71 2,871,841 1'O:a4 3,760,86U 203,106 3,403,160 'T'OID 4,041,000 81 ~~08 8,725,882 1-800 3,883,280 464,044 

£, 
3,144,071 
8.42U,:l4.,s 

3,980,802 444,860 6,636,042 7'438 7,067,2H 607,730 6,100,638 8'033 1,816,474 084,Ofil 0,680,618 8'070 7,411,678 838,260 0,673,1~2 11'810 

{
Lower Provincl'l 211,665 22,608 188,002 10'712 847,465 60,137 207,818 ]4'420 111,707 66,611 2116,000 ]7-831 814,200 41,645 33~.681 1I'1ot 

CUltom. 
o North W, ditto 290,72S 33,860 1116,8118 14'676 2~8,971 99,698 ~40,338 18'716 840,424 86,760 B08,6t14 10'798 187,024 01,081 1~6,041 82'0'0 

~-~-I-----I-----I -------1---
442,~08 60,628 885,770 '12'170 086,420 80,770 646,660 14-\06 602,181 08,371 568,760 \4'818 661,280 10~,020 468,004 18'~85 

1,284,834 181,792 1,162,642 10'201 1,348,330 227,228 1,121,111 10'852 1,387,037 216,833 1,111,004 15'576 1,8~I,334 100,066 1,014,070 10'6HO 
040,48' 24,61B 021,972 8'702 032,766 B2,480 600,276 6'188 1,226,005 114,302 1,IlI,643 0'326 808,6S0 02,002 B06,6lJ7 25-824 

12,080 8,297 44,743 16"~7 126,072 66,178 60,790 44-692 276,618 64,002 222,620 10'554 BOO,,12~ 27,652 281,lJ72 8'OOl 

S,lt (dedu.ting COlt) 0 

Opium (ditto) 0 

.. 38,707 81,085 7J01~ 8}'7'90 48,937 8.j,770 14,161 7'1,060 18,745 06,102 6,088 OO'UO 84,272 n .239 7,081 0 ... 134 
I-----~~~o--~ol-----:-----I-----~~-I---~-----~I--~-I--~-I-----'-------I-----1----1--

Stampa 0 0 

POIt.-offiee.. .. 

£, S,445,OOI 

Revenues of Prince of Wille,' !shand _" 
Revenue. of ceded Territory un the N erbuddah • 
Tribulf'l and Sub.idiea • .; - .. ,- .. - .• 

o 00,U40 

. - -
Allowaueetaud AUigO,,}to p , 

ments pa,ablo out of wet tov~qcea f. 104,385 
\he Revenues • Nortb W. ditto· GOl.109 

Net RevtOliea • • .' t. 
COA.OJ:.: 

Civil and PoIitice.l Charla, loelolling Contingeacle. t. 
I d' • 1 dOUG {Lower Pro\'iDUI • ,. 3f11,D41 

U lell. I "! .. Nortb W. dillO .. ,]00,461 

TOTAL Cu.&nQI', iDcluding Jntc~1 on Debt· t. 
Surplu. • • _ 

7,817,081 

866,944 

1,1.n,OS7 

648,064 

6,98t,817 
1,166,"0 

E. f,lSl,oar 

Average_I AvenaJ:c. Average. Affr8gt'. 
8'259 9,850,708 1,008,151 &,861,646 10'2:15 10,080,010 1,170,681 0,761,820 10'701 10,006,027 1,835,820 V,HI,I07 IlI'6'0 .I..... __ ....J.. __ I 

. 
PerCftltap of 
other Cbarpl ,. 
Not Rnenue. 

8'171 

, 2'017 

0'900 
4N71 
l'I:14 

111'15" 

83'091 

• 

- £.171,344 
• 429,007 

I. 

• - to 
£.108,427 

178,824 

£,119,185 
94,146 

48,860 
-111,183 

0,677,680 

600,061 ~!qeot 
.0UlerChal1JP 

8476638 to 
" Net Reul'lue_ 

81S,878 

GT8,1n 0'804 

1'086 
• Ex .... or Rtceipll 

164,081 
»,869 

DO,100 
1,8t2,OO9 

140,686 
172,70U 

1'071 
·U·OOD 

1'729 

.. .. I .. 

1,561,045: 18'298 
'------, 

£, I ',I60,o.sS 
- 11,116,980 

£. 8,.&76,638 

83'834 ' _ 

- £. 120,700 
.. SUJ,488 

28,360 

118,168 

U,U67,866 

488,278 p"r('.fIn~oI 
othet C11IUPI 

£, ~'~,6~2~4~,5~7;8~H~.'~R~:::~m~n·~·1 
_ _ t, 798,076 S'8H 
- 1,175,811 
o 1"8,640 

£.48,84. 
04,846 

t. 

$59,411 

143,191 
80,108 
00,700 

1,498,462 
200,10'" 
132,006 
141,689 

1,534,85J 

7,885,701 
3,118,871 

9/i'u,578 

NOS 

0'!l51 
'6'1aI 

1'711 

10'115 

7N," 

- Net Recrlpls, 'he Cha"P DOl u.hibited. lP. the Indian 8ta.trmtDI, 

• 

, t,I05,406 
.. 100,670 

112,BOt1 

0,6l17,U84 

_____ 001,116 

t, 8,002,848 

- - t. 
o £,4P2,018 
.. 104,647 

_ £. 80,151 
- 11l8,475 

840,724 

.. :lIce. of Receiptl • 
108,618 
20,650 

107_ 
4,JU,r.sO 
1~0"'78 
55,»06 

o 1,t>2,871 , 

c, ---' 1,3.U,O.as 
l~t,20J 

f. 8,002,848 

PerCI'Dlac"of 
olbel' ChupI .. 
Itetn..-~~ 

0'641 

II'U7 

11100 
461UI 

l'UO 

111178 

8~ 141 



){ AD R A S. 
9 ___________ -, __________ ~--------._------------------,_-------------------_.---------------------;..J ; 

:" 
RgVENUES 

.. 4 
BECUPTS. 

Land 8.,.., Ab"..,. IDrI} f 
Moturplla lleyeUUfI .. • 

Cu.lom. .. ~ .. • 
S.lt.. .. .. .. .. 
Opium .. • .. .. 
8~m~ .. .. .. .. 
l'ubuC'o .. .. .. .. 

t. 
1,624.116 

151.t19 
II'lS,,72 

8,214 

1800/10. 1819/20. 1829/80. 

Ch •• "CI Net Rate ReYf'lIue. Charp' Hel Rlile RevenuH Ch.o,g" Net Rala Reyenues 
f D_' percent.ot and or R' ~eent.or and f R' percent. or and nc'celp" ewp" r" R I I "".'pl.. C II' R' 

1889/40. 

Chargel 
01 

Col1tction, 

Ne. 

Rec.ipts. Collection. • Collettiun. Ufceipll. COlletlioo. • Culleclioll. tee pt.. Cut eclion. 0 ""Oil. ICelptl. 
- -------------I---·'-'---1--=-l·---I----I----I---I-----· 

t. f. 

169,215 I,4U,.s.aO 

48,400 102,180 
41,516 JIS7,056 

1,401 6,12S 

Errea Char~. 

4'G08 

19·301 
1&103 

f, 

1,400,8t4 

441,808 
298,280 

42,,90 

f, 

S2S,921 

00,0'11 
00,710 

2,021 

f. 
I,OTT,,28 

851,835 
187,55' 

-10,067 

f. 
8,180,.028 

485,888 
.. t~,187 

43,438 
50,6:t4 

f. 
an,5U 
'8.184 
28,019 

8,875 
3,34" 

f. 

2,814,068 

447,164 
818,1118 

84,503 
47,280 

11'178 

1'807 
0'003 

f. 
a,811,&.I0 

S84,045 
849,250 

f. 
410,884 

48,466 
12,161 

f. 
1,926,050 

8S0,179 
SI1,IO:l. 

20'4S1 46,80» 4,718 40,02' 
0'005 67,504 5,744 61,760 

ElulICbarge. RIA .. Chllrgl'. 

n. .. 
per !!ent. ul 
CuliOClioli. 

10'01-14 
0'989 

110'012 Poslage 14,689 11,101 2,472 110·829 
1---.:.....-1-~--I·--

18,144 19,104 1,500 108'507 10,888 i4,000 1.829 89'400 aO,098 85,020 4,938 
-":--I-~-I----I---I·-~-I----- ----------/---\-----\---\ 

Avemge. 
11'444 

Average. 
t. 4,111,1109 118,882 1.848,621 

8ublidiet from MYlOrt, Tt.vDnCo1e,aod Coohio .. 190,160 

"1:1 4,219.188 
'1:1 AlIow.nus GadAuianmenl' pa,able autol til. Revenut. 018,HI0 

NIT RJV.MUlI, .ner dedaeling AtlOwtllct»} 1-----1 
and ,ASS1&DIlJeRI., aad Cha,," of ColleelioD .. £. I,O~O,661 

CHARGES: 

Char_el or the Civil and Political F.IIlablidlRlf1lII,} f 
including Contingencies • • .. .. • 

Judicial Charges .. .. .. .. .. • • 
Provkclal Polint .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 
Mint Charge, (dedueting Mint Dutil,,) .. • .. . 
M .rioe ChargefJ .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 
ltlilillry Char.,:el .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 
Buildings and .·ortificationl .. .. .. .. .. 
JOleret' on Debt .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 

164,001; 

216,668 
71,9S7 

~,II81,101 
fi7.0B8 

312,416 

l'OTH em, ,Ron, including Interetl on DtLI 
~et Surplut al I\ladnu;. • 

f. 8,469,900 
- 101,261 

t, 9,120,1)67 

Avtrap. 
O'UD 4,201,736 

Per Cenlage 
of other 

Chargn 10 
Net 

Revenue. 

4'531 

5'98t 
1'088 

71'290 
1'676 
10'~8G 

93'656 

Nel Df'ficit .. 

Average. 
406,711 8,70'5,018 U'821 

.. 129,128 .. 

4,025,140 
.. 605,928 • 

- 8,420,818 • 

.. 827,637 .. 

£. 

f, 

£, 

8,767,856 

200,(16 

gt7,500 
116~'0 
10.603 

5,400 
3,033,6U 

65,112 
91,410 

3.751,355 

PerCentage 
Ilf ulher 

Charge. to 
Net 

Revenue. 

&018 

7'216 
2'812 

'100 
88'·149 

1'010 
2'605 

4,137,808 413,540 

£. 

£, 

f, 

122.867 

8,086.709 
685,014 

9,401,09li 

44,215 

3,445,010 

t18,028 

gSI,100 
03,052 
16,833 
11,018 

g,6aS,OOO 
46,772 

169,183 

3,445,910 

PE'rCentage 
of other 

Chlrge. to 
Net 

Revenue. 

8'044 

0'818 
1'868 

0'320 
71'420 

1'31G 
4'973 

\01'299 

4,205,303 

• 

691,015 8,061,688 

• 

- 825,000 

8,908,191 
.. 660,071 

• s,4aa,no 
• 45,827 

f. 

t, 

t. 

8,478,1147 

303,103 

149,956 
02,399 

1,1O·t 
2,813 

i,104,068 
47.818 
41,179 

IS'706 

Per Cenlap 
of olher 

Charge. 10 
N •• 

Reyeauf'. 

8'818 

7'280 
1'817 

0'082 
60'536 

.'878 
l'814 

101-320 

to 
00 

"" 



. 
1809/10. 

Revenues and Receipts. 
Revenues Charges 

and 01 
ReceipuJ. Collection. 

---------
£. £. 

Land, Sayer, and Ab.} 
karry.. .. • 444,585 52,113 

CUltOroJ · · · 101,853 19,301 

Sail. • · · · ],7'11 · · 
Opium · · · . . · · 
Stamps · · · . . · · • 
POit-office · · 5,189 4,283 

f. 568,888 76,847 

s ubllidy from tbe CUlcb Government · · 
lIowancea and AlligDmenl1 tayable out o( the 
Revenues in accordance wit 'l'renties or utber 
Engagements · - · · · · 

N et Revenue!!, arter deducting Allowauces and 
Auignments, and Charge. or Collection .. 

Deficit ... . · 

f. 

CRABC •• : 

C 1111111 01 tbe Civil and PoUlical Establish-
Dn~ntl, im:luding CoDtiD~nCl" · 

J udicial and Police Charge. • · 
M 
M 
) 

B 

11 

lot Charges (deducting Millt Duties) 
~rine Charge'S (deductiur Receipfs) 

liiitary Charges · . · -
uild~ngs aud Forlificatinn. · · 
It~re .. t on D('bt · . · · 

· · 
· · 
· · 
· · 

· · 
· · 
· · 

TOTAL CU.t..Roas, iucluding}'! 
Interest all Debl • • • .. 

Rn.e 
Ne. per Cent. of 

Receipts. Collection. 

£. 

392,412 II·73. 

82,462 lU'038 

1,711 · · · . · . · · 
· · . · · 

906 82'540 

Average. 
477',491 18'707 

· · - · · 
477,491 

10,775 · · ---
466,716 · ;, 

1,161,785 · · 
1,62tt,501 

Per Cea.tage 
of uther 

Chlrges to 
N •• 

Revenue. 

104,168 22'1611 

47,860 10'262 

EKCfU Beceipla. 
97 · · 

111,372 24'291 

1,062,827 227"724 

12,43' 6"!U8 

267,750 57·359 

1,628,501 148·928 

Revenues 
and 

Receipts. 

f. 

J ,04.8,010 

225,633 
. . 
. . 

J4,973 

5.295 

1,298,976 

- · · 

· · · 

· · · 
· · · 

· · · 
· · · 
· · · 
· · · 
· · · 
· - · 

· · · 

BOMBA y, 

1819/20. 1829/30. 

Charges Revenuet!l !tate Chargu N •• 
01 Ne. per Cent. of and 01 

Collection. Receipts. Collection. Receipts. ColiectioD. Receipts. 

f. £. f. £. f. 

lS.2,485 915,590 12'641 1,518,357 218,953 1.294,404 

85,410 190,228 10'694 408,1U3 27,831 8.7S,SOB 

· · · · · · · 22,829 . . n,8H 

· · • · · · · . . . . . . . 
· · 14,973 · · 81,134 15,682 16,102 

I::ICey charge, 

3,875 1,420 73'182 10,898 14,741 9,848 

Average. 
111,710 1,122,206 13·1I76 1,982,006 271,167 1,704,M9 

· · · · · · · · · · - · 24,507 

1,122,206 1,7.,868 

· · 11,872 · · · · · · · (65,6Il0l 

· · 1,110,334 · · · · · · · 1,278,782 

· · 706,819 • · · · · · · 1.002,010 --
i, 1,816,851 i, 1,276,741 

PerCentage 
01 other 

Chargea 10 
N •• 

BevlDue. 

· e, lI',J!62 10'265 · · · · C, 19.,067 

· · 83,421 7'611 · · · · · 129,659 

Leeas Reet'ipts. 

· · 1,610 · · · · · 774 · · 
· · 6~,o16 8-087 · · · · · 141,122 

· · 1,512,001 136'175 · · · · · 1,501,080 

· · 18,635 1"498 · · · · · 92,200 

· · Sf.,726 2226 · · · · · 17,640 

f. 1,816,661 161'6U i. 1,275,14.2 

R.1e Revenues 
peyCent. of and 
Colleclion. Receipts. 

f. 

14"468 1,131,436 

6'902 220,876 

· · 130,968 

· · 18,451 

4U·269 46,078 

18N27 IO,OU 

Average. 
111185 2,104,440 

· · · · · 

· · · · · 

· · · · · 
· · · · · 

Per Cenllge 
of other 

Cbarges to 
N •• 

Revenue. 

23'000 · · · 
18'010 · · · 

· · · · · 
lI'095 · · -

117'848 · · · 
7'.,8 · · · 
I-3M · · · 

178'1167 

.. 
.., \!I. ."" \ .. 

1839/40. 

Chnrges Rate N,. 
01 per Cent. of 

Collection. Receilltl. Collection. 

f. t. 
273,537 1,457,899 16"798 

43,'TOO 177,167 19'788 

11,693 110,270 8·D29 

',481 JO,070 40·545 

8,054 43,019 O'G~O 

E .. c:ea. charge. 
26,098 9,461 160'8~U 

A':fIIllf'. 
365,512 1,708,888 10·889 

· · 18,688 ----
1,817,456 

· - 471,184 

· · l,a46,l102 

· · 617,D211 

f. 1,084,218 

Per Centa,. 
of other 

Charge. to 
N" 

Rennae. 

· £. $11,041 10'611 

· · 110,2'8 17"102 

~ces. Receipts. , · 20,224 

· · 121,168 11"014 

· · 1,0:i2.146 78'1~1 

· · 28,012 1"082 

· · 40,720 1-02S 

t. 1,984,l118 147"184 

.. 
'g 



.. 
'" to 

ore • ou o one , m r (Laid be! tb C rt by C I I S)/ku 14 n..e be 1842) 
A CO)fPAIlATIVl! VIEW of d.! Rn. per C.Wf, .... hleb tho b ... w R ... w ...... c.llocled i. the Y •• 1I1800hIO, 1819/20, 1820/IO,ood 1819/40 j.howing ,100 the Rate perC •• t, which tbe olb.r Chlrg •• bOlO to the 

Net Revenue in eaeb or t Ole Y taR. .:' 

BENGAL, MADRAS, BOMBA y, INDIA, 

1809/10, 1819/20, 1829/80, 1839/40, 1809/10, 1819/20, 1829/80, 1839/40, 1809/10, 1819/20, 1829/30, 1880/40, 1800/10, 1810/20_ 1829/30, 
I 

1 RSO/40_ --
~·~-r"'~~· 

7'231 11'184 10"689 9'786 -
Abb.rry • ~ortb. We'~IQ do~ 1'6M 1'019 1-800 11-69'4 - · 

1'4'8 S'OIl 8-079 11'810 ,- "'507 11-118 11'109 l1"'U 11-041 IN08 1$-108 0-020 8-888 10-SS0 12-BOO 
Lower Pro1'ince. .. 10..,11 14-429 17"SSI 11'102 -

CUlloma.. .. ~ ortb. W ea~ru do: 14-61G 13'7(6 10'798 81iJ59 -12-779 )4-105 14-318 18'286 19-501 20-175 7'867 12-000 19-088 \5'694 0-901 19-788 15-641 16'606 10'IU 10-600 
81l11t . ~ · · - - 10-161 1&802 15-67. 10-680 18'161 50'161 6'908 9'207 · · · - · · 8-U29 11'441 INBS ]3'679 )0'859 
Opium. · - · · · 1'192 6'US 9'126 IN24 . . - . . - . - · · · · · · 40'645 S'708 5'\88 9'828 14'OSO 
Tobacco · · · · · . - . - . - - . . - . . 6'605 911S9 · · - · - · . . . . . . 6-005 0'080 
8tamp' • · · · - · 15-647 44'592 19-564 8'901 80'820 6'868 20'431 10'444 - · · - 49'8&9 6'629 INSI 82-19S 21'348 8'814 
POltOffice · · - · · 81'7:19 11'050 90-680 91-654 110'820 108-607 89'460 11&011 81-640 fI'1811 186'S21 166-829 90-001 80-610 94'1149 106'900 

Afflale Charse of Collection .. · 8'259 10'225 10-791 12-589 J1'16~ ~J0821 U-444 IH85 1S'10T 18'216 18'985 16,8S9 8'016 10-U19 11-829 11'186 

Civil and polifical Charges. indudiDI' 
7'094 1I'89{ 8-327 9'541 4'511 0'018 8'0" 8'818 22'862 10'258 2'-009 S9-512 1'221 8-900 0-875 12-200 Cllnlin~encie. .. - - • J 

Judici.1 dino · · · · 8'11a 6'SOt 5'814 9'441 8'084 1-210 O'~13 1'289 10'262 1'518 18-0S0 11-102 "'62& 0'880 7'101 g.56S 
Provincial Police ditto · · · 2-071 1'980 1'60S 2-828 1'088 2'811 1-853 1-817 . - - · · · - - 1'991 2-093 1'685 J·oml 
Marioe ditto · · · · · 0-966 )'071 0'963 1'201) . . 0'160 0-S26 0-082 24-291 &087 11-005 9'014 1'084 1'261 1'71» l'OHf 
Mllilary diuo - · · · · 41-571 45'099 86-781 46'018 71-290 88-449 71'420 80'686 227'124 186-rn 117'8{9 ""78'1111 68-811 640290 63'76' 67-121 
Buildinp aDd Yor1ifiealiODI · · 1'124 1'729 1'711 Jo849 1.076 1-916 1'875 I ]031. 6-948 N98 7-188 2'082 1'639 1'168 1'4~8 - ------ ----

1'OT" L Chargl'l, uclu.ive or Ioterelt 64-840 68'6S1 

I 
61'429 76-16$ 85'310 166'884 196-826 I 99-994 291'657 161';;- 117-2S:I 144'35U 80-601 80-861 

2-810 I 
80'018 84-814 

)ntert.t 00 Debt · · · · 19-55a 18-29S 16-116 1S-078 10-286 2'666 4-978 I 1-874 67'871 2'226 1'884 8'025 18'010 12-896 9'760 I 1"124 _1_ 
TOTAL CBARtn~~1 includioS In.} 83'692 86-635 I 77'544 j 84'148 95'666 109-660 101'299 I 101-278 848-928 101-012 118-006 I 141'884 98-501 99-866 8.-142 94'080 terest on nebt • • _ I 

NOTE:! ON A FEW OF THE HEAPS OF CHARGE. 
BE7fOAL ""D Aalu 1 

uod.-The increa.r In Ihtl pf'r crntage ror canceling the Land Revenue in 1839l40, u compared with 1820/30, il 
p.rllyac('oumed for by tbe .usmentation of revenue lu"ey', the e.enalioD of cana I, aDd for additioDlt1 nalive officera 
aud e,tahli.hmt!ntl eml-'lfJyed in invHligating and conducting l'eIIumpiioD C&!lel, 

Cu.tom •. -~·he IIl"ge. comparative au(!:mt'lItotioD in t111~ per ceDI.,e on customs in A.gra in 1830/40, does not result so 
muct) !tom an mcr/olH lD Ibe cbar~n u from a reduction of receiptl, occalioned by "tbe abolition or the trunsit dutiel. 

OpiufD.:-A IIhoul!!h the charge on opium w .. lea. io 1889b",0 lban in 1829/80, the per centBge horne to the" receipts 
i. grepttf In CQDlt'qul'Dt'e IIf the reduction in the prico of I e drug 8nd dimini.lled tale from our hllttililie. with the 
ChioeJl". The oel rec~pl frOID opium in 1820/30 hilVillg yielded upwards of 1,100,0001., whilst in 1890/40 it produced 
iule beyood BDO,OOO I. 
Stnm~',-The 8J1parent drcreRSe in the per c:rntag8 (or collecting tbit duty i. merely nominal a portion of the 

charj!e eing iDcluded ill IheJudicial branch in 1830140. ' 
Judicial.-l1le lal(le increOie in the charges of Ihi. braneh of elpenditure il almost wholly attributable to the 

addiliuPlt1 meao. employed for improring aud ell.ending the adminiatration oCjustice amungst the people. 

XloD8,U I 

Lsod._The incle818 in the pa: cenlap:e o( cbar@'e in 1880\40 i. occaaioqed princip~n'y" ~i qd"diJ19R.1.~1 ~JJ!veys!_ .'rhe " 
imall prr centagt" Il.'rnarkable In 1800/10 i. the reluh oC an accidcDtal (frCdit in Ihat yee[ of large Bum. for refullded 
luarges I,n audit, combined with some ruilcellaneou. revenue receip"', which ore brought In reduction of tbe tlbargel c 

• f that year. 
CU.toDlA - Thill iQcreu~ in the per c~ntoge on tbe eDstom. will be teen to I!I.cerlle more from a diminution in tho -1~" 'ha~, from an loc/eue, o~ cl/a~liIe. occuioDed. it is prt'Bumed, by the abolition of IraDlit duties. 
8 .. t and lobacco,-TI/e vanallonl ID!-he Iler «!llage on tbese lOureei of revenue are evidcnLly occ8lioned more by 

ht' dilfe~£'nt mod.:s adopted for .eplU'8tin. the cos, of the article. frum tbe cbarge. upon thero, thaD by a positiVI 
cre ... In the latter. in 

BOMBAY: 

Land.-The per centage (or col1rction il apparentlr 1 j higher iD 1880/40 th"n in 1820180 i but if aervice pen .. 
.iona and some e.J.traordil1ar,Y paymeull were elcluded ID both yean, tbe aclual chorgo in 1899/,1,0 would ~ nlhar Ie .. 
than i. 1829/30_ ' 

Cu.tom •. -'Che iDcrease in 111e per centage ror collection Is accounted for by the diminution of receipta. owiDg &0 the 
abolition of tile transit duties. 

SaiL-This il a new louree ofrevt'llue at BODlbay, and may be regardl'd 0:rartakiog oflhe nature or a custom dUly. 
The receipts aod charges on account of the la* .hould thertfore be con§ider in connea,on ,,"jib that doty, and hence 
would result an amelioration in the per celltat1 on " cUI\Qm," in 1880/40. 

Civil Charges.-The large increose under I i. ht'ad in 1889/40 is aceo.iooed by the writing ofF in that year of the 
accumulated blilance ,tandiog to -the debit-of" Warden', Official Fund," amounting to about 200,000 I, 

Marioe.-The diminution in the per·ccntage charge of the Marine in 1880/40, as compared with 1829/30, appeallio 
be owing to a .maller oUllay at Bombay for building and purchase of ves,el, Ilnd timber in tbut year tban wu incurred 
Cor the same purp~OI iu 1629/30. " 

INDIA : 
Militery.-The IJigh per ceDta~e of nlilitory charge upon <the revenuel of Indio, in the year 1810/201 II compared 

with the rate ill the precedillg ao .ucceeding decennial periods, i. to be trnced to Ihe angmentation of tho army a year 
o.r.t\'l'o p~~.v~nusII, ~on.se_q1!~t upon the grellt MIlhrRtta war. about t~at time. . 

lnterest.-The diminutIOn onhe peI"'Ct'ntage charge- for IOteTest II the result of redem~lon of debt by mean. of the 
Company" commJrciai alSetl and reduction io tbe rate of Interest, b,.,ubslitutiog new anI for old ODes, Wlllcb boro 
higber interest. . 

The above explanation. show that tbere i. conliderable difficulty in establishing exact comparilon. in the 11eads of 
cbarge between the decenllial periodl, partly owing to novel or temporary chnr~es. and partly OWing to chang" in the 
mtJdel of keeping accouot; but the lotal charges neverthelesl, both of collection and (or corrying all tbo government of 
India, show 8n increase under lhe former head. Crom 8 per cent. 00 the gtOli revenue in 1809110 to IS per ~eDt. in 
1889/40, and under the lauer head. from 80'061 per cent. in 1809110 to 84,'814 in 1889/40. 

, • CD -



APPEYDIX TO FIRST REPORT FROM THE 

Appendix, No.4. 

PAPERS delivered in by Mr. Pridearu, 17 Febrnary 1848. 

STATEMENT of the Quantity and Value of SUGAR Exported from the Three Preoidenci .. to all Parla of the World, 
distinguishing the Yearly Exports to the United Kingdom, from 1836-37 to the latest Return .. 

BBNGAL. MAll·BAS. BOMBAY. TOTAL. 

YEARS. 
To all Place •• 

To United To all Place •• 
To UDlted 

To all PIaceo. To UDlIed 
To all Pi ..... To United 

Kingdom. KIngdom. Kingdom. Kiogdom. 
! - -

QUANTITY. 

T ...... T ...... T ...... T ...... T ...... T ...... To",. T ..... 

1836-37 - 22,441 13,600 197 23 4,466 160 27,O~3 13,783 

1837-38 - 29,764 21,870 172 44 4,136 853 34,002 22,767 

1838-39 - 31,100 26,137 142 13 3,861 1,682 35,103 27,882 

1839-40 - 30,828 26,826 435 7 1,757 838 33,020 21,111 

- .- .. 

1840-41 - 67,422 64,856 604 31 5,363 3 13,389 64,890 

1841-42 - 57,266 54,650 497 143 4,365 1 62,128 54,794 

1842-43 - 61,710 60,627 444 251 4,352 6 66,000 60,784 

-
1 May to 311 

July 1843 f - - ., - - . - - . - 1,437 606 1,437 B06 

1843-44 - 67,337 57,lli 1,759 1,692 5,065 84 04,161 Jl8,893 

1844-45 - 56,434. 55,660 6,022 5,731 4,818 171 67,274 01,062 

184.5-46 - . 66,139 65,851 RO return. no return . 8,688 2,124 incnmplete. incomplete. 

VALUE. I 

R"pees. Rupees. Rupees. Rupees. Rupee •. Rltpe ... Rupees. Rllpee •• 

1836-37 · 02,19,934 33,50,449 40;072 4,683 1l,21,432 42,903 63,81,43~ 33,98,036 

1837-:J8 · 67,28,479 52,15,416 39,971 10,307 17,92,113 1,93,681 85,60,M3 54,19,404 

1838-39 · 73,27,758 63,65,585 24,305 2,295 13,06,526 2,42,927 86,68,589 06,10,807 

1839-40 · 73,33,019 65;59,670 74,696 1,179 12,69,056 53,274 86,76,771 66,14,028 

1840-41 - 1,65,92,441 1,61,00,824 1,12,171 6,800 18,05,498 998 1,85,1(),llO 1,61,08,617 

IS41-42 · 1,37,85,615 1,32,07,848 94,925 27,299 16,68,605 235 1,55,49,145 1,32,35,377 

]842-43 - 1,53,67,294 1,51,07,390 r,7,770 55,249 14,59,491 1,1;00 1,69,24,555 1,{iJ,64.,139 

1 May to 31} 
July 1843 - - . - . . - - . . 3,55,707 1,39,305 8,55,707 ),39,305 

1843-44 - 1,47,64,519 1,47,09,295 3,26,480 3,14,122 10,30,613 20,579 1,81,21,612 1,50,43,99CJ 

] 844-45 · 1,46,91,956 1,44,94,076 10,58,436 10,07,020 10,58,645 26,J()2 1,6~,08,937 I,M,27,198 

IS4~-46 · 1,77,78,113 1,77,06,712 no return. no return. 16,79,876 4,40,916 incomplete. incomplete .. 
. 



.. .. 
C4 

STATE}lENT of th. Trade of th. 'thre. P"",idencie. in CornE, dislillgui.bing the Yearly E"porta to the Uniwd Kingdcm, from th. Y""' 1836-37 to the law.t Relurna received. 

1 IliPORTS FRO)l ALL Pt.AC£S. EXPORT" TO ALL PLACES. ExPOnTS TO THE V!HT£D KINGDOM. 
I ·YY.A.B. 

I I Calculta. Madnui. Bombay. TOTAL. _ Calcutta. M.d ..... Bombay. TOTAL. Caleutta. Madra •. Bombay. TOTAL. 
I 

I 
QUANTITY. 

Lin. Lin. Lh •. Lh •• Lh,. Lh •• Lin. Lh •• Lin. Lb •. Lin. Lin. 
1636-31 · 811,501 180,644 1,212,446 2,204,401 308,833 642,162 . - 1,444,189 2,386,'174 217,663 Dot .tated 1,029,650 incomplete. 
1837-88 · 464,267 80,102 MO,484 1,304,933 746,331 3'16,072 1,076,238 2,167,641 16~,436 

" 914,468 
" 

11138-80 · 622,596 64,848 2,008,9]0 2,606,363 269,776 308,560 1,961,803 2,~30,229 42,377 
" 1,720,214 

" 183940 · 1,211,246 64,666 1,006,757 2,272,669 920,778 645,366 1,076,840 2,642,974 238,052 
" 667,047 

" 
184041 · 1,434,406 78,736 2,918,192 4,431,334 5411,706 336,lt2 - 2,825,619 8,708,837 416,377 

" 2,388,112 " 184142 · 1,118,182 47,152 2,522,572 3,687,006 1,030,705 225,702 2,700,787 3,966,374 152,805 
" 2,414,890 

" 
1842-43 · 872,069 46,602 4,120,472 5,046,033 839,726 341)176 3,053,543 0,134,644 159,223 

" 
3,618,009 

" 
J quarter, } 

1 May to 31 . . 
" 

. . . 653,282 653,282· . . . . . . . 224,682 _ .224,682 ___ . . . . . . 156,482 " July 1843 

1843-44 · 718,026 46,024 3,669,659 4,432,609 296,639 810,320 3,060,970 4,167,938 266,536 
" 

2,624,235 " 
18"4~ · 1,604,431 41,104 4,538,906 6,084,630 234,514 784,806 6,244,789 6,2G4,100 217,974 

" 
4,641,769 

" -
1843-46 - 1,866,780 not received 2,688,054 incomplete 1,026,680 not received 8,787,449 incomplete 121,783 

" 
2,488,151 " 

VALUE. 

Rs. R •. R •. R •. Rs. lU. Ra. R •• 111. R •. Rs. R •• 
1836-37 · 1,77,673 55,514 2,40,909 4,74,150 88,840 1,39,078 8,46,742 6,69,669 46,438 96,692 2,62,184 4,03,314 
1831-38 - 1,01,863 16,216 1,1)0,419 2,76,908 1,43,869 1,03,311 2,21,028 4,68,2(;3 84,86' 1,02,618 1,80,046 3,20,411 

1838-39 · 1,02,082 11,660 8,86,462 5,00,104 50,363 81,298 3,04,679 4,96,340 7,696 79,801 8,14,491 4,01,088 
1839-40 · 2,11,638 10,001 1,92,136 4,13,7M 1,79,057 1,59,774 2,68,426 6,02,257 46,869 1,66,000 1,66,241 3,66,610 

1840-41 - 4,10,850 18,212 5,93,782 10,22,013 1,60,015 70,793 8,60,072 10,00,940 1,28,662 43,840 7,62,362 0,20,864 
1841-42 · 3,17,025 9,366 5,83,032 9,09,428 2,90,739 43,218 7,02,380 10,36,337 14,587 . 0,162 6,43,640 6,67,389 

184243 · 2,21,306 8,803. 0,70,723 12,01,012 2,19,883 66,321 0,18,060 12,04,264 46,404 20,256 . 8,61,,01 9,28,540 

1 quarter, } 
1 May to 81 

July 
- . . . . , . 1,36,675 1,36,576 . . . . . . 43,653 43,568 i- . . . . . 28,388 118,383 

1843-44 · 1,29,353 8,155 7,46,774 8,84,282 69,606 1,62,067 11,49,-942 8,61,604 64,421 26,508 6,63,681 6,44,460 

18H-45 · 2,74,403 6,504 9,60,710 12,49,617 65,211 1,19,530 10,04,706 11,79,645 52,427 31,107 9,24,560 10,14,103 

184~-.6 · 2,'11,079 DOt received 6,12,681 incomplete 2,08,167 not received 7,60,629 incomplete 22,602 not received 6,61,291 incomplcte. 



APPENDIX TO FIRST REPORT FROM THE 

Appendix, No.5. 

Appendix, No. 5. STATEMENT of the IMPORT DUTIES levied on British Manufactures on their Admission 
Import and Export into the Brazil., Cuba, Porto-Rico, and Java; and of EXPORT DUTIES levied on Sugar 
Duties. and Coffee in each of those Countries. 

BRAZIL. 

Import Duties. 

On all articles of British manufacture, except the following 30 per cent. 

·On carpets, soap, mould and composition candles, porcelain, ink and 
sand stands, and any other article of crockery ware not included in the 
Tariff; chandeliers, wine glasses or glass mugs, glass bottles, and 
furniture 40 

On steel, zinc, bar or sheet; lead, ditto; iron, bar, rod, plate,17r tongues 
for foundries; tin, block or sheet; brass in plates, copper, tar, and 
sole leather 25 

On net laces of cotton, silk, or twist (torcal), cambric handkerchiefs 
ofC~M~ • 20 

On sugar 

On coffee 

On all cotton goods 

On linen goods 

Ezport Duties. 

• 

CUBA. 

Import Duties. 

Except drills and Bielfelds 

On silk goods 

On woollen goods - . -

Except kerseymeres, flannel, flushing, and merinos 

On bottles and tumblers 

On iron, bar -
• 

On iron nails and files 

Oil copper sheathing 

On steam-engines and machinery for sugar estates -

The preceding rates are on go.ods introdnced by fo.reign vessels from 
foreign ports. If by SpanISh vessels from foreIgn ports, and by 
foreio-n vessels from Spanish ports, the rates of duty are: 23 f 
inst~d of 32 i per cent., and 191 instead of 26 i per cent. Upon 
all rates the" Balanza" of 1 per cent. is exacted in addition. 

Export Duties. 

10 

12 

261 

321 

26 i 
26' 
32 i 
26 i 
26 i 
32i 

261 

32 1 

" 

" 

" 

" .. 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" ,. 

Free. 

On sugar 

On coffee 

11. 21 4. per cwt. 

2 •• 6d. 
" 
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PO RTO-RICO. 

Import Duties. 

On foreign salt, in foreign vessels - - -
On woollens and furniture, in foreign vessels 

Ditto - - - - - in Spanish vessels 
On cod fish, iron goods, cottons, linens, silks, and mould and sperm 

candles, in foreib'll vessels - - - - - - - -
Ditto, in Spanish vessels - - - -
On steam-engines and machinery for sugar estates -

Export Duties. 

On sugar and coffee 

JAVA. 

Import Duties. 

On all articles in Dutch vessels 
Ditto - in foreign vessels 

Export Dutie •• 

On sugar exported in a Dutch l'eSSel 
Ditto - - in a foreign vessel 

• 

On coffee exported in a foreign vessel to a foreign country - -
Ditto - - in a foreign vessel to a Dutch port, :; •• 3 d. is returDed. 
Ditto - - in a Dutr.h vessel to a Dutch port - - -

'" 

1 00 per cent. 
26 

" 18 

20 
14 

:; 

121 
25 

.. 
" .. 

Free. 

.. 

.. .. 
5 ,. 3 d. per cwt. 

10 •• 6d. " 
1l.6 •• 3<1. " 

5 •• 3d. 
" 

Statistical Department, Board of Trade,} 
17 February 1848. 

H. W. Fonblanqrse. 

Appendix, No.6. 

PAP~RS delivered in by Htnrg St. George 21u:ker, Esq., 17 February 1848. 

NET IMPORT of TRBASURB into the Three Ports of (lalcutta, Fort 81. George, and Bombay, 
in each Year, from 1836/37 to 1845/46. 

1836/37 -
1837j38 -
1838/8U-
1839/40 -
1840/41 -
lijU/42 -
1842/43 -
1843/44 -
1844/46 -

1846/46 - {
Bengal, 85,39.266 

- BombBY, 86,94,704 

(lompang'. Bupt6 •. 

1,76,27,628 
2,30,II,939 
2,67,39,897 
1,52,23,942 
1,411,46,427 
1,34,39,843 
3,22,74,950 
4,04,86,018 
2,64,66,3 I 6 

1,72,33,970· 

• The books from Madras for this year have not yet been received. 

Appendi" NO.5. 

Import nml Export 
Dudes. 

Appendix, No. I 

Papers delivered 
by H. St. Georg 
Tucker, Esqa 

STATEMENT 
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APPENDIX TO FIRST REPORT FROM THE 

STATEMENT showing the Results of the different Modes of REIiITTANCB from Inti;" and 
ROln, T!lEA8uBY, from the Year 1834/35 to the late.t Period" 

Silk Consigned (rom Billa Remitted from BllIs Remitted from Bills on India. ladia. India. Cbioa. 

. 

Outf.um, Outtufa.per -- Produce, CompaDY's Ouuu,~ 

Nt!t Sale per per Rupee, por 
Company's Amount. Company's AmouDL deducting Amount. Compan,·. Proceeds. Agenoy 
Rup~. Rupee. Charges and Rupee. 

Commission. 

£" 8. d. £. s. d. £. s" d. £. ,. d. 
834/35 513,637 2 10'077 222,369 2 0"376 511,486 2 0"203 732,803 

I 
1 10"782 

835/36 284,616 2 6"205 1,099,017 2 0'195 967,738 2 0"662 2,045,253 1 10"693 
836/37 6~,292 2 1"791 1,062,673 2 0"863 968,236 2 0"840 2,042,282 

, 
1 10"987 , 

837/38 122,038 .2 0'248 900,666 2 0"516 297,862 2 0"067 1,706,185 1 11'070 
838/39 66,894 2 2-669 624,716 2 1-888 394,396 2 1-272 2,346,601 1 11-658 
839/40 - - - - 1,193,104 ~ 1221 - - - - 1,430,625 I II-HO 
840/41 - - - - 708,200 2 0-468 - - - - 1,174,450 1 11-607 
841/42 - - - - 893,261 2 0'704 - - - - 2,689,283 I IO-G41 
842/43 - - - - 509,4'73 2 0'173· '. 'w - - 1,197,438 1 11-654 
843144 - - - - 268,410 2 - - - - - 2,801,731 I 11-012 
84'1/45 - - - - 278,838 1 10 - - - - 2,616,961 I 9-682 
846/46 - - - - 890,799 1 10-219 . - - - 3,065,709 1 0-680 

China, for the SUpt,t",· of tho 

Totat 

Amount 

.r 
Remiul.nces. 

£. 
1,080,295 
4,386,624 
4,110,833 
8,116,780 
8,432,097 
2,632,620 
1,882,660 
3,482,044 
1,706,911 
3,070,141 
2,796,789 
3,956,608 

A"eID;e Tutal OultUrt1, 
per COmllOony'. Rupet'. 

Including Elciudinh 

Silk" Si"" 

s. d. 8. d. 
2 
I 
1 
1 
2 
-------

1"068 I 11"40; 
!l'817 I 11"46, 
!l'003i I I 1"~7·' 
11"6021 1 11"02-
0'455 2 0-411' 

- 2 0'2:1< 

- I 1I'~OI: 

- 1 Il-OO~ . I - I 
- I - I 

1I'7al , 
Q 11-09 

11"06 
9-~8 ~ 

I 
I 

,I 
I 

.1 
I 
I 
1 
I 
I 
1 :846/47 - . - - 980,548 2 - - - - - 3,097,041 

1 
I 10-677 4,077,689 - - I 10-0~1 

1 Average Rate at which the Company 11ave realized tbeir Remittances 1884/86 to 1_846/~7, pe~} I 11'39011 Company's Rupee "- - - - - - - - - -
Accounts Branch, } 

16 February 1848_ 

BILLS on bDlA_-:-:Estima~e.d ~~unt for 1!BITI6n, AMEBIC.'II, and CHII<A TRADE, &c_ 

The Amount received for Bills on India betweeD the 1st May and the middle of 
November 1844, was - - ~ - - - - - - - -

:l;<:stimated tbrough the medium of British Trade 

.F oreig.n Trade 

Private Remittances to India -

For India Trade -

£-

747,852 

189,470 

65,942 

1,008,264 

F~r ?tIercQntile lIpmrtions ··in··-ChiDB,-{British 
and American in about equal proportions) -

1-----1 
304,109 

Accounts Branch, } 
2 December 1844_ 

== 

1,307,373 

ADVANCES 

11 00 "-
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ADVANCES on the Hypothecation of GooDS .ince the commencement of the System in 1829/30 
to 1846/47; with the rate per cent. of Loss. 
? 

I I < 
\ INDU. CHrNA. TOT"'" 

I 
" 

£. •• if. it. 8. d. £. 6. d ... 
1829/30 · · • · 188,246 8 10 · · · · 188,245 8 10 
1830/31 · - - · 131,682 6 4 · · · · 131,682 6 4 
1831/32 · · - , 122,551 1 0 · · - • 122,561 1 6 
1832/33 · - · · 299,346 2 7 - · · · 299.346 2 7 
1883/34 - - · - 268,925 18 8 - - · · 258,92~ 18 8 
1834/81> · - · · 222,368 10 11 511,485 17 2 733,804 8 1 
1835/36 · · - - 1,099,016 11 7 957,738 15 2 

1 

2,056,755 6 9 
1836/a7 · - - - 1,082,573 II 7 968,236 8 10 2,000,809 14 5 
1837/38 • · - - 990,666 7 9 297,861 11 11 1,288,606 19 8 
1838/39 - - - - 624,716 2 7 394,396 10 - I 1,019,112 12 7 
1839/40 - - - - 1,198,104 1 10 - - - - 1,198,104 1 10 
1840/41 · · - · 708,200 11 - - - - - 708,200 11 "-
1841/42 · - - - 893,261 9 11 · - -' - 893,261 911 
1842/43 - - - · 489,473 9 5 · - - - 489,473 9 6 
1843/44 - - - - 258,410 2 - - - - · 258,410 2 -
18H/46 - - - - 278,837 18 - - - - - 278,887 18 -
1843/46 - · - - 890,798 17 - - - · - 890,79B 17 -
1846/47 · - - - 980,547 17 9 - - - - 980,547 17 9 

it. 10,662,615 \I 3 3,129,709 3 1 13,792,324 5 4 

Referred to J ndia for adjustment with Con.i~ors and Claims preferred 
, in the Bankrnptcy Court in this country m respect of Unhquidated 

Advance. - - - £.4,000 
Of which has heen Recovered - - £. 1,067 - "\ 
Estimated further to be Recovered 233 - - r 1,300 

Probable Loss £.2,700 - - or 4i p' cent 

• 
Accounts Branch,} 
16 Fcbruary 1848. 

AMOUNT of ADVANCBS on Hypothecation in the Years 1845/46 and 1846/47, specifying the 
different descriptions of Goods, so far as the same can b. distinguished;· viz. : 

1843/46. 1846/~7. 

,£. £. 

SUlar- - -- - - . - 290,862 111,096 
In igo. - • - - - - - 93,341 472,768 
Silk and silk piece Goods - - - - 313,766 164,294 
Cotton • - - - - - - - 130,57' 180,010 

Other Goods - - - - . . . 62,2.06 6:1,390 

£. 890,799 980,548 

"' • M.ny of the Bills of Lading, upon which Advances have been made, embrace various' 
, descriptions of Goods. 

Accounts Branch,} 
16 February 1848. 

--------------~.---
VALUE of SUOAll Hypothecated to the E£B'r INDU COMPAII'f in the Year 1847/48, so far 89\ 

, Accounts have been received. 

£... d. 
From Ben.".I, per Bazaar Maund, Rs.9. 1. 1(\. at 2 •• per rupee - - 18 2i 
From-Madras, per Madras Mannd, Rs. 1. 10. 11. at 2 •• per ditto - 3 46 

I====Amount Ibr which Bills on account of Sugar hypothecated to the Company in 
the same period were drawD ...... ...... 13,282 -. -

1==== 
Probable Amount of the ahove Bills to be realized here, 80 tilr as the same cen 

at present he estimated 68,000 - -
1===:==0 

Appendix, No. 

Papers deli.ered 
br H. St. Geurg< 
'lurker, Esq. 



APPENDIX TO FIRST REPORT FROM THE 

BENGAL -

STATEMENT of Btu. Pu •• _ r", .. M ......... 

UU/I&. IBI8/111. 1810/40. 

-- &te Ra •• I Rare Rate II R ... R.le I.. :t. au.,.... of as per Price £. . Ro_. of p« Pria £. R ....... of per Pri«» 
Bub .. g CUrTeDt. Ezcb .. ge Correal. &'ch.oge CumoL -

\ 
•• d. •• II. .. II. 

lIIay - - - - 11,24,130 - - To Buy. 9I,J2fI 8,6i,M4I II II 1/111 lGI,142 9,sa.-. II II 1/111 
'16mlbl'. 

.' lI/ 
. ,'2/ 

light aDd 
12 mODths' 

June - - . - 1.12.214 
dote, por <WL, 2/01 a' 2/1 - - 2/~ UO,o71 12,00,G48 II :I ditto 27,'700 2,55.691 I. I ditto 

Joly - - - - ".47.626 1I II 2/01 140,601 U,99,700 II I eli, .. '6,181 6,11.111 J J elittO 
19,541 18,01,970 

August - 47,147 01,57.572 2 2 '/1 a'l/lIt ! 75,591 6,97',7'89 :I I diUo 21,198 2.25,110 I I dinG 
.ad , 
II I 

September · S7.851 S,66,188 I I 2/la' 2/11 14,112 
.ad 

I.SO.819 :I I ditto 19,010 1,75,480 I I eli ... 

I -
October · 32.442 1,2«,411 I - l/lIla' 1/ 2,329 

:11_ 
l! I elitiO 41,521 S,8S,i68 I • 4idO 

November - 41,559 4,16.690 II - lillt,' " 1@,II91 1 .... _ 
II II oIitiO 5,203 48,579 I :I diUo 

, 
December - 229,511 22,95,116 II - 1/111·'2/ I 7'4,61' 11,88,14' :I II ditto 1.alJ.OS2 11,70,799 I I ditto 

and 

1.44.,491 

II I 

Janaary · 289,062 28.90.62t II - I/ill" 2/ lIi,638 :I II ditto IIl.S72 10,19.171 I I ditto 

Februuy · 49,590 4,9S,89& 
1I _ 

1/111.'2/ '1,026 641,s.a6 1I 1I elitiO 158,186 14.44,144 II I diuo 

• 
lIIan:h · 905 9,050 11 - l/lll" 2/ 1,811 lti,814 :I I elitiO 109,Sf11 JO.51,78J I I 4iuo 

April - - USO 9,157 II - l/lI i·· I / l',7U 1,26.769 , I I eli, .. 84,415 1,18,584 I I eli ... 

I 
'fOTAL. - 748.3~6 .90.61.769 - . . 686,217 . ",11,231 ,. - - - I.~~.~.l 1,10.69,747 . - . -.. - " 

STATEMENT of BILLS Purclta.ed from Merelranla in 1844/45 10 1&16,47, OD. lbe H.ypodIec:a1ion 01 Goods. 

1844/45. 184S/~6. 1846/H. 

. - ~~ - Rate Rate &te Rate o c Rate . £. Rupee •. of . IS per Price ;t. Rupees. .r u per Price £. Rapt:a. III ~ 
U. per Priee - 0 

Ezc:joooge C ......... Ezebaogt CurreaL • • CIIIIC1IL ;.; 

lII,y - - - · - · . - 1/111 .' 40._ 4.IJ.2SIi 1/10 1/101 a' IflOl - - - - ~fOi .' 2(,1 lor fim-
1/111 at ]0 manlba' rate bil. e' 10 

date. moaJIas' date. 
June - .- · · . · - - 1/11i 0'1/111 9l,.Sn 10,62,211 1/10 1/11 - - · - Ifj for diaD. 

July . - · - - - . · 1/111 1\" 10 159,362 17,38.499 1/10 Ifill a' ILII' - - - - 2/21" 2,'S for bm. 
mtbs. dale bills ~ .. 10 ..... rbo· dale. 

August - - - - · - - 1/11 ,'I/Hi lJO.l8G 14,10,285 1/10 I/Ila. 18 oatIos. - - - - lot.· 2/1 fiordilta. 
da ... 

Seplelnber - · · - - - · 1/1OI&I/ IOl 1S5,418 U,68,009 1/10 1/11 - . · - 1/11 .' Ifill fer 
- • nd l4ilfO; 1/11 ... 

lilOj bLiI. with. doca-....... -
October - - - - - - - /101 .' 1/101 «.7C18 4,76.800 1/10 

Iflotaad 
1/101" Illot - - · - 1/101 .' 1/11 

- · - - 1/11 • 
November - · - - · - - 1/l0j.· IflOl 13,102 1,38,818 1/11 Ifllo' Ifill - . - - 1/11 at 41 ..... tho· 

allO mrloa. dale. tigbL 

- . - . . - -
Fon William, FiD.Dclal Deputmeul,} 

26 J ... 1847. 

, 

> 

. 



SELECT COMMIITEE ON SUGAR. AND COFFEE I'LANTING • 

• BENGAL 

Sl7/IIII. 1841/(4,._ lhe Hypotheco ... _ of Goodo. 

1840/41. 1841 /42. lIiU/4S. 1841/44. 

nL Rale I Rate 'a t Rate al '0 t Rate ~ t Rate J,'\otIpee.. of Ud: Pn'ce £. Rupeea. u.;: £. Rupee.. u -= ft_' £. Rupees. -.c iii! ~ perPrice ii ~ 81 per rrlce '" u as per Price 
EEchaage 'urrent. c:: ~ CurrenL ::z:: ~ Current. = ~ Cunent. 

'-----~~---~--~---~~---I---~----r~-----~-~~----~1----·--
•• d. 

J,736 2 1 

I,O.ta JO,019 . 
l' Ii 676 0,'14 -• 

1,1,166 45,653 -

. 602'4 60,945 -

1/1110' 2/ 
6 month. 
sieht ond 
Umonths' 

date'. 

•• tl • 
161,295 16.32,956 2 - 2/11 at 

10mtbs. 
da.te. 

13,384 
•• d • 

1,13,6462 :a With securit,. 
Iii; uncoye~d 
bHls 2/2l .' 

2/21· 

ditto .. 161,917 15,84,116 . -
ODd 
a 1 

1/1 a' 
2/li 

.,904 36,0402 2 2f11 j UDcover
ed bills 2/1t. 

ditto 97,248 9,36,892: a - ditto .. .. 
and 
I 1 

1,4.1,526 2 1 2/1 at 17,7'30 1,63,6602 » 

I 
lOmlbs' 
dale, and 2/01 at 6 mths. date. 

12,108' II/a' 2/01 2,106 19,440 a 2 

dinG • 14,741 

ditto ... 

2/li a' 2/2 

2/2 a' 2/21 

45,232 
.d. 

4,52,1112: - Bills with se
curit,. 10 mthl. 
dale. III a' 

21ll ; ditto, "ithout-security, 
at Gitto, 2/1 a'S/li. 

1,10,4493 • 2/11, withoDt 
doCuments. 

20,152 2,01,42< ~ _ 2/a' 2/0{, w;o, 
aDd without se~ 

6,548 66,477 2 -

6,651 56,5309: 

curity. • 
2/ for 1.0 mtha. 
bills. 

1/lli 

.,8n EM22 - _ 2/1 with • 2/ 2/li 

1/1 a'i/Ii 

- 2/ 
docum.nta. 

96,3U 9,24,970 - • li/la'i/ll - 2/01 7,410 74,:198 a - I/ll! 

;7,960. 76,088 I I 
and 
» 1 

~S,IlU 2,u,:;n a I 
aDd 
a 1 

117,"15 17,9U78 I 1 
•• d 
2 -

176,015 n,oo,7.t8 t -

003,000 61,b3,m -

6 months' 
light and 10 months' date. "ith or without documents. 

49,529 2 . 1 2/1; 3,SI,i71 2 - 2/0j" 2/01. . 2/2 a' 14,6" 1,42,361» 1 1/1 5,1&9 83,218 
2/21,10.Dd 
11 months' 

d .... 
2/11 a' 2/1 180,145 11,ll9,392 I 1 

'1/1 ,'1/11 52,081 4,9:a,709 I 1 
aDd 

I I 

14.134 t,B4,620 I 2 

2/llo' 
2/11 

1/2 

2/2 

2/41.58&2 1 2/01 g' 2/01; 
Ilnd without &e'Curily 
2 - 2/01" 2/01. 

72,687 

50,061 5,00,632 B - a/OI.' 10 mths. 18,670 
date, with secu· 

7'25'6J[ aibi at 10mtb .. 
dale. widl do. 
cuments. 

],39.706 - 2/0l- with and 
without docll~ 
ments. rity, and 2101 

atG mO:Dtbs sight, with security. 

with documents, 
IOlI,475 IO,24,7'S 2 - 10 mth •.•• t.,/- -1- - - I/llt 

2/0i .' 2/0f; , 
o IBODths' sight, with ditto, 2/0! at 2/01 

2/01.'1/01 49,848 4,55,498 II a 2/2t a' 130,828 13,68,281'2 - 10 mths.dat.,\- -I' - - 1/101.' 1/1 
2'~l 2/1 a' 2M, 

6 months' sight, 2/0! a' 2/ 

149,887 78,G3,097 .. - SS7,ln 34,39,467 - • - • I2'J5"K512-a-"-5,-3-63-'---+--""~!-

8tatemeDt of l'iIIl Purcbued. from Merchut. in 1844/"5 to 1848/" on ,he Hypotheeation of Goods~ontinl.led. 

1844/45. 1846/46. 1846/41. 

-- l:P~'- Rate l . Ru_ Bate Rate £. Rupees. Rate Rate £. Rate .. uf as per PriCt' of as per Price of as pepPlice 

i :t- Exchange . Current. Exchange Current. EJchan~ Curreat. ., . 
•• d. •• d. 

If - - - - • I/I~i a' 1/101 63,'951 5.62.966 III 1/lIa'I/1I1·1 - - . . . - 2/ a' t/Oi at J 
)0 mths. datI!'. montbs date. 

'''11 60,342 1/10 1/IOjo'I/IOI Ill,aU 1,lI8.778 1 11 2/1 .' 2/11 for 46,316 4.63,159 2 - 2101 at ditto. 
bills at 10 
mouths' dale', 'I \ wltb and witb~ 

001 documenls. , 
; , 

00.901 10,67 .. 094 . - l/llli a'I/IO! . . - - · . 2/0i a' 2/11 262,015 tfi,20,IS2 a - i/O! for first.c1u.s,1 
I 

C 1/. for bills at 10 fol bills at 10 papers, It 10 roth! . months' dlte. months' dale. date • 
98,6i~ 10,75,918 - . I/I0! ,'I/IOl - . . - • - 2/01 " 2/1 

::::I:~: 
2 - 2/1 a'l/lllor bills 

!6~ 
atlOmonlhs' for ditto. at]O DlIl,5. date. 

. dale. . ' 

46,281 ',04,876 - - I/IO! .t 10 . - - - - - 2{l6 rordilto. 2 . 2/01 a' 2fOt for· 
mills. dtltto. class pepers al .~ 

montbs' dalP~ , . -f . ~ . M7,ISS 1G,D8,tSO - - . - 687,349 74,40.483 · - - - 124,I15j72,41.358 - -• ,i' t 1. 

QQ2 



APPEN DIX TO fIRST REPORT FROM THE 

MADRAS. 

STATEMENT .r Bn. ... Pun:hooed r .. m l!ere ...... 

1811/38. 1818/19. 18111/40. 

- Company's 
Rate Rale Compan,'s Rale Rale C .... Rale I Ror. 

£. .f as per Price £. of as per Price £. ruDY" of as per Price 
Ru.,.... Eachange Current. Rupee •• Bs:change Current. upen. EJ:(:haDgtj Currrnta 

- .-.... .... d,. ... . .... 4, • 

•• o!. .. d- O I 10 I • 4. 0 • .0 

May · · 4.127 38.091 II 2 · · · · - - - - Illi 2/1 t 2/1 · - - · · · 1/1 i 2!11 211 

June · · 1,364 12.595 2 II · - IJ D71 18,191 I 2 · dilto . · · · · · · 2/ Illlt 1/111 

. 
July - - 76 70S II J · - - · - · - - 2/1 2/01 2/ · · · · - · · ditto -
August · 1,660 15,581 {: n · · 211 1,9S0 2 II 2/11 2/lt 2/1 1.502 11,007 I J · ditto · 

,;, 
September · 511 $,111 I - · = 1,t02 10,171 2 2 ·s 212 211l 2/1 · · - · · · · ditto · • -u 
October - 392 .,- I - · ~ 107 1,520 2 2 lIili lilt 2/1 · · · · · · · ditto 

02 -
November · - · - · - - g - · · · - · · 2i2 2111 2/1 ,- · - - - · · d)ttG · 

• 'l! -December · · · • · · · · - 2/1 2/11 2/1 · - · - .... ditto .. · · · - · u · · ~ 

.11/111 1/1111/11 

:::: -
January · 2'10 3,fi96 1I - · - · - - · - 2/li 2/11 2/1 - · - · · · 
February · · · · · · · · - · · · · · · dino . · · · · · · · ditto · · 
Marcb - 2,775 21,750 Not ~pe- · - · · · · · · . . - - - · · - · · ditto -

cmed. . 
April · - · - · · · · · · · · - - - · 2/2 2/11 2/1 - · · - · · - ditto -

TOTA.L - · 11,275 1,07,447 · · - - S,481 32,lS2I - · - . . 2,1102 23,091 - -I . . • 
.. .. . -.- - . . . 

STATEMENT Dr BIL ... Pun:hased f .. m lIf ... b.o" i. l!U4/45 10 1!U6/47 00 th. Hypo.hecalioo of GoodL 

.< -, 
1844/45. 

, 

: 

,-- Cum~ Rale 
£. pany·s or 

RupeeL EEChaog< 

,. d. 

• · · · · · · - · 

- · · · · · · · 
- · - · · - · · 

"t · · · · - · · 

/ember · · - · - - · 

be. · · - - · · · 

mblr · - - · · · -
rt William, FiDancial Departmeat.} 

28 Ju •• 1817. 

Rate 
as per Pri-ce £. 

CurreDL 

.... .... dL 
6 a so 

1/10·1/91 1/91 595 

· ditto · 1,15S 

· ditto · 1.218 

· diuo · "8,763 

· ditto · 1,788 

· ditto • 14•238 

- ditlO · 2,23. 

Com· 
pany'. 

Rupees. 

6,487 

12,5s.a 

lS,282 

9S,S9! 

84,848 

'5,207 

23,2'72 

1845 /46. 1846/41. 

Rate Rate C .... Rate Rate 
or IiIS per Price £. paD,'. of u per Price 

Bllchaug Curreut. Rupee .. Exchange Curreat. 

-.... ... . Js. .. .. m .. d •• .. d. 6 5 so .. d. 6 3 10 

1 10 1/9i 1,'911191 - · · - - • I/lIl 1/1111111 

1 10 · ditto . · - · · - · · dino. 

I 10 · ditto - · · · · · · 1/111 0' 2 .. 
according 
siSht. 

to 

I 10 · ditto - · · - · - · · ditto. 

1 10 · clitto . · · · · - · 1/111 .' 1/11 
& according to 

1 101 tight. 

I 101 1/10 1/9\ 1/91 · · · · · · 1/101 a' 1/11 
ao:cotding 10 
aigbt. 

I II , diuo - · · - · · - · diuo. 

(t'c"tjlfUldl 

t 

-. 



SELECT COMMITTEE ON SUGAR .o\ND COFFEE PLA~TIXG. 301 
, 

MADRAS. 

in 1837/18 to 184'/''', OD 'he Hypotbeea1ion of Oood .. 

: 1U0141. 1841 IU. • IS 42 IH. I 18UIH. 

!i. • . 
~ :i. i I Com· -0 Rat. . Com- '; ~" • Rate Com • 'og Ral. c ..... 
o~ 

Rat. 
£. r,DY" • • as per Priee £. pa.n,.'s a'rur Price £. paoy's as l:r Price £. paD),'! as per Price I .... 0'" 0-" -'" ;ta Cunent. Rupees. - 0 urrent. Ruf"'"' -0 urreDt. Rupees _u CuneDt. "pees • • •• o. I C:., C:01 =:~ 

;-- - - --.--. --
, 

m •• .... tb. m'. .. .. d •• m .. .... d •. .... .... .u. 
6 a 30 •• d. 6 S 30 .. d. 6 3 30 6 S so 

· - · · - · '/111'/111 'Ill · · · · - · Jill lil0t 1/101 · · · · · · 1/111 '/111 1/11 - · . · · · · 111111/1l! 1/11 

I· · • · · · · diuo · · · · · · - · ditto · · · · · · - - dino · · · - · · .1- dino. 

I .l-I • · • · - · · ditto · 810 8,100 2 - 1/111 111111/11 · - · · · · · ditto · · · - · · ditto. 

! 
,,54'1 24,430 

i 

1: 
· · · - · · ditto · 2 1 · ditto · - · · · · · · ditto · · - · · -

: 1';11 1/:~::~OI · · · · · · ditto · S81 3,6S9 2 I · dino · · · · · - · · ditto · · - · · -
· · · - · - ditto · · · · · - · 1/1111,111 IIIl · · - · · · · ditto · · · · · · · · ditto. 

j- · · · · · · ditto · 3,209 30,801 2 1 · ditto · - · · · · - · ditto · · · · · · · 1/1011/1011/10 

· · · · · · - ditto. · · · · · · · · dilto · · · · · · · · ditfD · · · · · · · - c1itto. 

- · - · - · · ditto · 1,100 10,565 2 1 · chilO · · · - · · · · ditto · · · · · · · · ditto. 

• 
· · - · - · · ditto · 2,:;02 24,598 2 1 · ditto · · · · - · · - dino · · · · · . . · dillo. 

· · · · · · 1/IOj 1/101 1/10 - · · - · · · ditto · · - · · · - · ditto · · · · · · · · ditto. 

• · · - - · · · ditto · · · · · · · · ditto - l,Ci57 !lG •. 'i7.J 2 - · dilto - · · · · · - · diuo. 

--- I:';; ---
1,651 1'6,5141 

----
- · · · · · . . . 1,02.159 · ·1 . · · - - - - - -

I 
· . -

StatemeDt of Bills Purchued from Mercllants ia 184.411$ to 1s.t6,"1, all the HypothecatioD of Goods--<tliUillltt'd. 

1844/45. 1840/.0. I84 6 /H. 

I - COlUpany't Rale Uate i Company's 
nale Rate Rate Rate 

£. of as per Price £. of as Per Price £. C'lmpany's , of as per Price 
Rupees. ExchaDge Current. RupetS. Excbange Cuneol. Hupees. I Eocioonge CunenL 

I 

.... m •• <l •• m •• .... d,. .. .. ..~ d .. 
•. il. 6 S SO •• d. 6 S SO 6 S ... 

December . . . . · · 1/10 1/911/91 \. - · · - · 1/101/91 1/91 2.938 29.382 2$. & '10 lfI01 a' J/II 
mths.after according to sight. 
d"tt", 

J,oU111 .. . . . . · · · dino 4,332 · 45,2OG :I - 111011/1011/10 ]0,098 1,OO.98J. 2 - . di.tto. 

February. 12.0'0 1,11,4';0 1 10 · ditto · · . · · · · · ditto . 1,932 19,310 :I - 1/11 to 1/111 

I 
I .ceordi[)~ to :.iglit. 

, 
1/11 Ii10i 1/1011 49.380 I March . 4.481 tS.S90 1 10 · diuo · · . i · - - · 4,931 2 - . dilto • 

.1 
I 

.",pril - 849 9.»57 1 10 · dino · · · · · · · ditto . 1.~O9 14,OUJ S - - ditto. 
! 

I S,2UiiO ,. I 
--

ToT .. . Jr.3&o 1,89,591 · · · . . SO,Slr · · - · 2.,SOT 2,13,019 - -, I 



L 

APPENDIX TO FIRST REPORT FROM THE 

B 0 MBA. Y. 

STATE)(ENT ot SlLti Pu~b~ from MC'Khauts 

i 
._--

1837138. 18H/SV. I 1819/tO. 

-- nate Rate Rate Rate •• R ... Rate u £. Rupees. of al per Price £. no.,.... of per Price £. RqpeC'1. of per IPricf' 
CIlfl'eQL Elcbange . Eachaage Co.rnIot. EachaDIt' CurreaL 

I. d. I. d. I. d. I. tI. I. d. 
May - . st,238 S.16.~.n 2 » - - 18,856 1,88,557 I - II 01 - - . · , - I 11 

June - -

l:u~ 
. . t'g;; I - - 4.960 411,G02 » - II 1 . - - - - - • 11 

38,097 let Dot 
(ouh- I 
conung. 

July - - . - - - - - - - .. - - - II 1 - - .. · - - • "11 
at 6 mtb:i. 

I 
s;ahL . 

August 2,492 21,316 (2 2} 2 1, Ii - t2aa~ - - - - .. - - - - . - - - .. II 

891 8,275 

GD~} '" = 
Septe .. b~r - 608 G.918 - 's - . - - - - - 2 Of - - - - - - B Of 0 u 

~ 
October . 1.574 1i.740 2 - - .: . 741 6,858 

;; 
2 2 2 0 - . - · - - I 01 

= • November - 3,317 38,170 2 . - "2 - - - . - . - 2 °i - - - · . - • 01 0 
u • p; 

December - 2,148 28,480 2 - .. - - - - - - - 2 OJ 1,667 10,000 2 I • 01 

f 

January - 1,180 11,800 2 - i - - - . - - - . 2 1 1,071 67,041 .. - • I I It6 mtbs. I - - 6,886 sigbt. 

I 
1 

Febru8!y - 139 1,390 2 - - - - - - . - . 2 II a,800 SO,482 - .. • If 

Mareh - 8,154 81,540 2 - I - - - - - - - - I 11 923 8,8G2 - - . • Ii 
April - - S,n9 31,190 2 - I - - - . - - . - 2 Ij 1,022 0,815 - - I 11 

I I 
-- - ---I_-

ToTAL - 61,291 6,81,682 - - , - - - - 2.$1,001 - as per eceipla U,IS6 l,fT .316 I. .. . .. 
and Dj5burs~mentol. I 

STATEMENT of BILI.S Purchased from Merchants in 184"/46 to 1846/47, 00 the Hypothecation of Goods. 

1844/U. 

I )- ~ -- • c Rate 
Rupees. ~~ £. as per Price • • Current. ~~ 

May - - .. - - .. - l/IO! a' 1/10 I fo 
6 mths. sight bills, 
ok 1/10 for 30 days' 
sighL 

JUDe .. . - .. - .. - IIIO~ a' 1/10 I_al 

July - . .. .. 

6mths.sigbt,&1/1 
at 30 days to run. - - - I/IO! a' I/IO! • 
G mUDrhs' sigbt. 

August .. - - .. .. - frIO 1 at 6 mODths' 
:iighl, anti 1/10 al 
SO d8y~' sight. 

Sept.mber - - .. .. .. - I/IOI·'6 ...... gh~ 

6ctober 
and 1/9 t nt sighl. .. - .. .. - 1110 at 6 months 
sithr , and 1,'91 rOIl 
30 days' sight bills. 

fort William, Pinancial Department,} 
:III JUDe 1841. 

£. 

1,783 

21,117 

13,038 

14,866 

11,09t 

17,026 

1845/46. 1846/47. : 
~ 

- ~I "" -= Ralt" - Rale •• • • 
Rupees. ~-= 81 per Priee £, Rupee •• ~-= u IJer Price _u 

- "I •• Current. ". Cu~,ent. c:,q -,qi 
I, d. 

- 12/0 I a' 2/0 t I\~ 6 84,010 1 10 1/10 t a' 1/10 i .. .. . .. I month,' ... hr, 10" 
bill, .. t:1l endOlled. 

1/10 t .' 1/10 t ., 2,31,025 - .. . . . - I/Il! "I/Ili at 
6 mouth,' siKhl. i 6 ml'oth.' Itigt't. 

I 
1,42,228 - 1/101 a' 1/10 I ., .. .. .. - - 2/0 I ft' 210. for 

a mooths' sight, & local bilhat 6 mthjl. 
1/10 at 30 days l'ilJht. &- 1/11 t fw 
ligbt. (jovt"rDlDenl d,aUs 

1,62,110 - 1/IOj .' 1/101 ., 
d mODlb,,' aigbL 

.. .. - .. - al 30 day.' .i~hl. 
2/ al a mlh •• 8igbt. 

S,,",GiI - 1/10 I a' 1/10 I • - . .. . - 1/11 " 1/11 t 
6 munlbs' &l~bt. 

1,s.a,157 I 10 1/IOj .' 1/10 i at 10,200 I,M,OO;; 
2/ I Ifll l' 1111, 

and 6 monlh,' r.ighl. 
1 10i (cpr" i fttred oJ 

1 



SELECT COMMITrEE ON SUGAR .I\ND COFFEE PLANTING. 303 

BOMBAY. 

in 1887/sa to 18-tS/U, on the H,.poth~ea'ioD orGoods. 

IUO/.I. 1841/42. 1841/41. 18U/H. 

I Rup"" 

wI\, 
"0 tl Ru. 

~ 

Rate 11&10 . ~ 11& .... 'elf Ra •• 

£. of "rut Price £. Rupees. .~ pOT Pri .. t. R.peee. ~ ~ as per Price t. Rupees. ~~ as per Price 

.i~ o " Exchange litten" CuneaL cG ~ CUITent. ='" Current. 
1-:---!-' -

•• d. I • ... .. d. I 
· · · · · · · · 11,281 1,12,81 S ,0 2Joi for 6,326 68,996 2/2 2/2 at 6 months' 14,856 1,48,547 2/ 2/01 ror d .. fts al 

btlls atG : sight, and 21] at o months' sight. 
ms.lij!bt. i 3 montn3'lighL 

2/ 2/ fot bill, at G · · · · · · · · 27,740 2,77,400 2 0 2 1 2,129 19.649 _ 2/1 lilt 6 months' 17,060 1~76,601 
i sight. and 2/1 at months' sight, &: 
i 3 mODth .. sigh •• 1/11 i (or bills 

having so day. 
to run. 

~ · · · · · · · GO,492 6,04,,920 B 'II 2 1 .... . · - ,2/0 1 .' 2/1 at • - - · - 1/11l a' 1/111 
. ti mODths' siglit. for good bills. at 

andlj11 lfor80 6 mouths' sight, 
day,' bills. and 1/111 Cor 

bills having 30 
days to rUb. 

· · · · · - - - 12,005 1,19.416 » ° 2 Of · . - · _ 2/0! a' 2/0t fo · - · · - 1/10 I for bills at 
aDd i tirst elm bills., 6 months' sight, 
2' 1 6monUIs' sight. and 1/10 for bills .. ha\'lllg SO days 

a to run. 

· · - · · · · 'S • · · · · - 2 01 · . . · _ 2/01 .' 2/01 Cor · · - · - 1/10 l for 6mths. 

~ I diu!). sight. -· · · · · · .. J! ... - · · · - I 01 · - · - rot .' 2/1 fo · - · · - 1/101 .' 1/101 
~ billl at6moliLbs' at 6 mths. sight. 
• sight . • 1/10 I aDd 1/11 · · - · · · · ~ · · · - · - 2 01 · - - · - 2/0 t .' 2/1 Co, · - · · -
~ 

I tint clas. bills a. for 6 roths. billi. 
G months' sight, 
and 1/111 fo 

· I billA haVing 8 
I months to run. 

- · · · · · · · · · 62,811 '- JOI · - - · - '1/11 i (or bill_ at · · · - Dillo. & I/W 1 
, . I 30 d.ys· .i~ht. a' )/10 I fOT hills 

! ood2/01a'SOt at 30 day.' lIoight. 
2i~ 6 !nths. light. 

• · '. · · · • · · - · · - 1I 01 12,986 1,29,847 - IOta' 2/0 t for 6 · · - · - 1/11 .. 1/11 i at 
montb~' sight, &: ti mths. sight. 
] III i (or bills a 
80 days' light. 

· · · - · · · · · · - - - 2 01 30,84'1 1,08,01'18 1/ "a'2/0Ia • · · · · - 1/11 i 0'1/11 : 
6 months' eight , 
and 1/11 t at SO 
days' sight. - 1,680 I - · - · · - - - II Of 10.'181 ap7,m 1/ II/ .' 2/oi at ~ - - - - ]/11 a' 1/11:l at 
month" &ight. 6 months' sight. 

10,OB3 1,60.330 I - · · · · · - - 2 Of 4S,253 4-,82,536 2/ 2/ a' 2/0 I fo · . · · . .. dilto. 
bills at 6 months , 
sight. 

IG,But 1,Ga,_ · - · · - · 12,16,919 .. II pi Receipt 
and Dishurs~menIS. 

132,121 11,16,719 - . . . 32,51$ lS,21i,148 - -
Stllement o( Bill, l'.,u'Cbased from Merchants in. 1844/41i to 1846/-17 OD tbe Hypothecation of Goods-conCillutd. 

1844/45. 1845/46- , 1846/41. . 
-- Rale Rate Rale Rat, <;g Ralt> 

£, Rupon. or as per Price t. R.pees. of "lei Price- £. RupeC!s. .~ as pt".r Price -. 
Bacb·ElIa Curreot. Escbange 'urrcnL • • Currenl. "'., 

•• d. .. d • 
Novembu · - · . - · · l/9t a' 1{10 at 6 4,170 48,511 III 11101 al 6 month,' SS,fi63 3,56,622 2/ 1/llt.· 2/ 

IDODth,' Illht, and light, ami 1/9 t a' 
1(9 i at 30 dey.' 1/10 at. sigbt. 
siKt'kt. 

December - . · - . · · lID t a.t • montbs' 18,68l 1,51,402 111 1/111 .' 1/lll at 19,129 3,91,292 ~/ lllOI at G montb,' 

I 
siAht. o mODtb,' aighL lighr. 

'DUUY · . · . . · · 1/.", .' lil0t at 19,100 2,02,022 . - 2/ at 6 mths. light, 45,969 4,59.695 2/ /0 II .' 2/01 at 6 
d mOD.ths' aighl. ! .. 1/11 1" 1/111 months' light . 

a' SO da,s' !light. 
~, a' 2/0 I Cor..,..t Mru,,, - I,'" 30,291 1 10 1/101 .' 1/101 al • . . . - · 1/11 f a' 2/ at 6 18,l119 1,82,187 2/ 

6 month" light. I IlIcwtbs' sight. bilk at (} months' 
lighL 

1\1 ..... - 6.086 H,471 1 10 

I. .. " " .. '"L - . - · 1/111 a' l/11l at 41.S17 4,13,171 2/ /01 a' 2/0 t at 6 I cl... bill.. at 6 G muntin' light.. month" light, and 
month. Ilgbt. I/O 1 at 80 day.' 

6,'lI58 '11/1 •• ' 1/101 at· " • 

light. 
April,,' · 

1 
68,218 · . · 1/11t .' 1/111 •• 36,878 3,63,78S 2/ 1/01 to I/Ot al 6 

a month .. sight. G months' sighL 1 moo.ths' date. 

Tout;. I 14.110 ' 1,64.0"0 - · - a _ 169,895 t17,48,1'&3 · 1 I iI'J4,_ P:l,49, ... -I • I - . . . -
B.D....,. 
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MOFUSSIL Price of SUGAR. 

IT was stated by a witne •• (Larpent) before t1Je Commons' Committee, in IR40, Ilm! tlte price of good Benares 
sugar at the Mofussil marts had for 20 years been from 9 to 10 rupees per maund. Subsequently tlte witness stated 
that late in the year 1839 sugar was not to be had in the interior under 10, 11, or 12 rupees per maund. 

EsTIMATE of COST in London of SUGAR export~d from Oalcutta at ,·arions Prices. 

Exchange 2 B. I d. per RUI .. e, and Freight 6/. 

CALCUtTA PRICE. 

Per Mat/nil. 
9 Rupees. 

10 Rupees. 
11 Rupee,. 

LON DON P RICB. 

Per C,.t. 

~! s·1 Exclusive 
4~ ::1' of Duty. 

In the above calculation it would appear tltat dock and other charges are included, amounting to about 3 s. 8 fl. per
cwt., which will nearly account for the discrepancy otherwise apparent between the particulars and the total cost in 
LoDd~n.. Sir O. Larpent states tllS,t lOs. per cwt. would generally cover all charge~, including freight and 
COmmIS$lon. 

STATEMENT showing the NET IMPORTS and NET EXPORTS of TREASURE, by Sea, in each oftlw 
• . Presidencies of India, f"om 1836/37 to 1845/46. 

BENGAL. "MADRAS. BOl\!BAY. TOTAL. 

YEARS. ~ ----- ---_ .. _-_ .. _----
Ne. Ne' Net Net Net Net ImpDrts. Bxports. Ne' 

Imports. Exports. Impilrts. Exports. Imports. E$.polts. Im~orts. 

00'$. BI. Co's.lls. Co'.s.Rs. CO'8. Ra. Co's.Rs. Co's.Rs. ·Oo's. Es. Co's. Rs. Co's. Ra. 
1836/37 - 45,t2,IlO - - 33,422 - - 1,31,76,800 . - - 1,77,22,332 - - 1,77,22,332 
1837/38 - 90,84,493 - - 2,21,1 U - - 1,36,88,846 - . 2,29,94,450 - - 2,'29,94,450 
1838/39 . 1,06,62,7]4 - - 8,98,969 - - 1,56,68,454 - - 2,66,30,137, - - 2,66,30,137 
1839/<0 - 1,02,67,093 - - - - 1,50,402- 46,30,120 . - 1,48,91,SI3j ] ,00,402- 1,47,47,411 
1840/41 - 77,26,017 - - - - 2,11,540 66,83,196 - - 1,44,09,213 2,11,540 1,41,97,673 
1841/42 - 83,04,621 - - - - Il,29,208 60,87,183 - - 1,43,01,804, 11,29,208 1,32,62,696 
1842/43 - 1,57,57,776' .. - 0,40,058 - - ],59,76,'216 - - 3.22,74,95°1 - - 3,22,74,950-
1843/44 - 1,56,65,816 - - 9,36,409 - - 2,38,8~'7931- - 4,04,86,018' - - 4,04,86,018 
1844/43 - 1,18,48,217 - - 12,36,079 - - 1,33,73,020 .. - 2,64,60,316 - - 2,64,56,316 
1845/46 - 85,39,266 - - - - The returns for this 86,94,704\- - -

year have not yet been 
received . 

• Ports included with Fort St. George in this Return :-Rajahuiundry, Southern Division of Aroot, 
. Tanjore, Tinnevel1y, and Canara. 

Note.-Tlle above statement is fonncIed on returns from aU ports nnder eaeh Presidency from ,vhich return.£! are 
furnished; but treasure merely transmitted from one port of India to another port, whetlier under British or 
foreign rule, is excluded. 

Statistical Olliee, 27 October 1847. 

INDIA. 

MEMORANDUM of BILLS Drawn by the Honourable Court from 1837/38 to 1840/.7. 

BENGAL. MADRAS. BOMBA Y. I 
TOTAL. 

. 
£. Co's. R,. £. Co's. Rs. £. Co's. Rs. £. Co's. Rs. 

1837/38 . - 1,461,878 1,52,54,375 166,644 17,10,897 78,163 7,08,"260 1,706,685 1,77,63,532: 
1888/39 - - 2,199,435 2,23,51,626 123,580 12,18,616 23,517 2,33,127 i 2,346,692 2,38,03,36 
1839/40 - - 1,328,625 1,35,77,815 87,007 8,68,4~4 29,142 2,90,488 1,439,774 ] ,47,36,721" 
1840/41 - - 1,066,087 1,08,98,944 47,334 4,77,231 62,329 6,27,915 1,175,760 1,20,04,090 
1841/42 - - 2,345,994- 2,49,50,512 106,212 11,01,906 187,077 14,]5,765 2,:589,283 2,74.68,1831 
1842/43 - - 1,063,911 1,08,74,912 79,905 7,89,822 53,628 0,35,"998 1,197,439 1,22,00, 'i 82 
1843/44 - - 2,557,704 2,66,89,()BO 215,353 22,37,549 29,139 2,97,593 2,802,]96 2,92,24,22'2 
1844/45 - - 2,147,957 2,38,27,924 342,772 38,13,083 26,472 2,83,773 2,517,201 2,79,26,780 
1846/46 - - 2,521,979 2,79,68,024 418,711 46,14,986 125,1l9 13,40,700 3,065,809 3,39,28,710 
1846/47 - - 2,603,673 2,7i>,59,116 422,153 44,83,248 71,215 7,35,039 3,097,041 8,27,77,403; 

Fort William, 1. 
Financial Department, 24 June 1847.) 
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RECEIVED POB BILLS ow INDIA. 

7 January to 6 February 
7 February to 6 March -
7 March to 6 April 
7 April to 6 May -
7 May to 6 Jnne -
7 June 10 6 July -
7 July to 6 August 
7 August to 5 September 
6 September to 6 October 
7 October.lo 6 November· 

£.2,630,768 13 ,. 10 d. 

7 November to Ii December -
6 December to 6 January 1847 

7 January to 23 January 

24 January 10 80 January -. 
£. 3,025,794 16,. 9 d. 

- ;Z.- •• _ 

£. I. d. 
- 211,479 16 7 

444,369 2 8 
- 190,084 4 -
- 186,621 1 10 
- 122,961 1 , 

10~,922 18 10 
299,965 9 Ii 

- 754,846 Ii Ii 
- 246,064 8 6 

116,636 Ii 9 

158,279 17 1 
150,149 6 8 

{
86,826 12 7 

771 Ii 8 
86,J196 III -

ESTIMATE, HOMB TIUL\8URV, 1st December 1847 10 31st May 1848-

DBcBHBBB 1847. 

Balanceal Bank of England, 1st 
December 

Receipt for Bill. on India - -
Hypothecations - - - -
BiUs on Her Majesly'. Govern-

ment and MisceUaneons -
Loan repayable 7th - -
Ea.llndia Railway Company 

'Sale of Exchequer Bills, &c. 
lnteresl 

£. 
321,328 

60,000 
"116,006 

60,000 
100,000 
t30.000 
175,000 

5,000 

£.847,32S 

P~ents in December - £. 820,328 

Estimated Balance 31st December 627,000 

£.847,328 

JANUARY 1848. 

B,I.noe 
Further •• Ie of Exchequer Bills -
Bill. on India· - -

':~r:t~:ca~:.M.j~~;'. 'o;v~m: 
ment WId Miscella.neous... .. 

.on account Steam Navigation .. 
Greal Indian Peninsula C~lIIpaDy 

£.627,000 
25,000 
60,000 

"160,000 

29.600 
12,500 
80,000 

£. 824,000 

P8Jments -

Balance 31st January 

. _FBllIIV.u\:r..Je411,. 

Balance 
Rill. on India 
H y 1'0lhecalio08 - - - -
1Iill. en Her Majesty'. Govem· 

ment and Mi_lIanoous - -

- £.222,000 
70,000 

-110,000 

20,000 

£.422,000 

PaYlllenI8 -

Balance 28th February 

MAlIC. 1848. 

n.lance 
Bills on India 

Payments -

222,008 

£.824,000 

- :t. 297,ooe 

126,008 

£.422,ooe 

- £.260,008 - £.125,000 
80,000 

"l50,o00 Hyr.0tbecationo - - - -
Bil. on Her Majesly'. Govem
, 1Jll'at and Miscellaneous.. .. 

East I ndio Railway Company 

Estimated Balance 3lat March - 1.96,000 

" Very doubtfuL 

lIO,ooo 
t70,000 

£.445,000 

• 
£.445,000 

t More than doubtful. 
Ra 
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APRIL 1848. 

Balance 
Bills on India 

- £.196,000 
80.000 

0100,000 

Paymenls - - £.281,000 

H vr.thec8tioru - - - -
BII. on Her Majesty'. Govern· 

ment and Miseellaneoas - -
On accOllnt Steam Navigation 

24,600 
12,600 

£.412,000 

MAT 

Estimated Balance 30tb April 
1838 

1848. 

131,000 

Balance E.131,OOO Payments -
Bills on India 

-E.314,OOO 
100,000 

Hypothecations - ·so,ooo 
Bills on Her Ma~estv'. Govern-

ment and Misce anOons - - 20,000 

Balance against the Company 
£.301,000 

81st May 1848 13,000 
----

E.314,OOO 

JUNE 

Balance against the Company 

1st December 18-1,7 
1st January 1838 
1st February 
1st March 
1st April 
1st May 
1st June 

OVery doubtful. 

1848. 

Bv.lanee in ~·.vour. 

E. 
321,328 
62i,000 
22:l,OOO 
125,000 
195,000 
131,000 

- E.13,000 

Balauce Agailbf. 

£. 

£.13,000 

t More Il,au doubtful. 

EXTRA:::TS ACT II & 10 VicL c. 63. 

0 .. Sugar or Molasses, the Growth and Produce of any British Po ...... ion in America, or of any 
British Possession within tbe limits of the East India Company's Cbamr, into which the 
Importation of Foreign Sugar is probibited, and Imported from theuce, the' DutiCII following; 
(that is to say), 

E. ,. d. 
C.andv, brown or white; double refined sugar, or sugar equal in qlUllity to 

double refined, for every bondredweigbt - - - - - - - 1 1 -

Other refined sugar, or '''gar rendered by any process eqoal in quality thereto, 
for every hundredweight - - - - - - - - - - - 18 It 

White clayed sugar, or sugar rendered by any froce8il equal in quality to ... bite 
elayed, nol being refined, for every hnndredwelght - - - - - - IS , 

Brown sngar, bein~ muscovado, or elayed, or anv other sugar, not being equal 
in quality to white c1ayed, for every hundredwelgbl - - - - - - 14 -

b1olasses, for every bunur .. .Jweigbt - • 
And 00 in proportion for any grealer Dr I""" qQaDtity than 8 UUlJdreuw.is-hL 
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.And {rom and after the .... peeti". daya next hereinafter mentioned, 

On Sugar and Mol ...... the Growth and Produce of" any British P088"8i"n within the limits 
of the East India Company's Ch....u.r : 

From aDd af'ter 
I 

From and .Rer From and .(~r !prom and .ft@~ 
the P ••• iDgol 

ProlQ and aI~er 
I July 1847 Ii July UW,S 6 July 1849 6 July ls:iO From and after 

,bill Act to to to to Iu 
$ Jul,1851. li July 184.7 5 Jul,I848 li July 1849 I July hl"O 5 Jul", 1851 

ioclulive. iochuive. indu.in. inchlsin. iocluaiYe. 

--
E • •. d. E • •• d. E • •• d.' E • •• ti. E, •• d, 

Candy, brown orwhite; • double refined Ingar. 
or sugsrequal in qua· 
lily to double refined. 

1 6 3 1 6 6 1 4 4 I 1 3 3 1 2 for every cwl •• · - ,.. 
" ~ 

I 
~ 

Other refined lugar. ..!S o • 
or sugar rendered E :! 
by BIIy pro .... equal ~'= 
in quality thereto. for c.2 

" 0 
every owl. · · 1 3 4 1 2 8 1 1 8 1 - 8 . 19 8 .:-" 

"'" 
White clayed 8ugsr, 

~.~ 
Il!'i: 

or sugar rendered by ';'<%1 
any pro .... equal in "'~ e .. 

" -. qnahty to white clay· ,,-=: 
ed, not being refined. e 0 

- 18 \l -'17 0'S 
for every cwl. • · 1 - 6 - 19 10 - 18 1 2 

:& ~ 
Brown 8ugar, heiDi .;.g 
mUBcovado or claye , is o. 

... :s.. 
or any other sugar no' "" bein~ equal in quality 

I 
go; 

to w it. clayed, for ~ 

" every cW!. · · - 17 6i - 17 - - 16 3 - 10 6 -14 9 -" .... 
Mol ...... for every I 

cwl. 0 · · - 6 6, - 6 4 - 6 1 - 5 9 - r, 6 , 

ADd so in proportioD for any greater or Ie •• quantity than a hundredweight. 

SCHEDULE (B.) 

RATES of DuTY to be Charged upon Goons Exported by Sea from any Port or Place in the 
Presidency of Fort WiJliam iD Be.gal. 

No. 

1 

2 

3 

• 
6 

ENUMERATION OF GOODS. 

Bullion and coin 
Precious stones and pearls 

Book. printed in India 

HOnJeB and living animals .. 
Opium purchased at Government 

I8.lclil in. Calcutta. 

ExpolU'd on British Bottoms, 

Free 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

£rponw on t'on.'igo Boltams. 

Free. 

Ditto. 

Diuo. 

Ditto . 

• I Ditto. 
I 
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6 Cotton wool, exported to Europe, 
the United State. of America, 
or any Briti8h p088ession in 
America. 

Dillo ! ~ .. 8 aonas per Maund of 
80 tolas to the seer. 

7 

8 

Ditto, dillo, exported. to places 
otber than above. 

SUJZ8.r and rum, e~portcd to the 
Uniced Kingdom, or to any Bri
ti"h possession. 

Ditto, expol'ted to any other place 

• 

- .. 8 anDas per maund or I -- 16 annas per maund of 
80 tol .. per seer. 80 tol •• to the seer. 

Free - i 3 per cent. , 

3 per cent. 6 rer cent . 

R R 2 
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No. UWMERATION OF GOODS. Es:pot'tt'd OD 8riti,b BollOm .. Eapon.d ou rOfti&b Buttow.. 

Grain and Pulse of all sorts - - I anna per b8Jr, not ex-- -- - 2 annu per ba~, not eE-10 
e •• ding \I maUDw. of 80 ceeding II maund. of 80 
toia!'J to the leer, or if el.- tolas to th. ICe', 0, if ex-
/::grted otberwise tban in I::rted otherwioe tban in 

ts. balf an anna per gs, 1 anlla per maund. 
maund. 

11 Indigo - - 8 rupees per maund of 
80 tol ... to the .... r. 

- - 8 mpees per maund of 
80 tol ... to the BOOr. 

12 Lac dye and .b.lliac 4 per cent. 8 per cent. 

13 Silk, raw /llalure - - 3l anna. per BOOr of 80 - - 7 anou per ... r of 80 
tolas. tol ... 

14 Silk, Bengal wound - - - 8 annBS per eoer of 80 - - ·8 ann... per seer of so 
tolas. tolao. 

16 Tobacco - 4 ann .. per maund 8 annao per maund. 

16 All country article. nOl ennme-
rated or named above. 

8 per cent. 6 per cent. 

Under recenl orde .. from the Court, cotton wool is al~etber exempted from export duty; 
also wheat, when exported to tbe U oiled Kingdom . . 


