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I::\DEX ~'O THR CORRESI'ONJJI<:NCE REIJATINO '1'0 THE ORIGINAL 
SURV'~~Y SE'l'TLEM J<:N'l' OF 26!yILLAGES OI!"l'IIE SIRSl 'l'A'LUKA 
OF TIlt<.: J(A'NA:lA COLLECTORA'l'E. 
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Letter No. 1:1, dated 1'th Jalluhry IS8S, from tbe Assistant Settlement Officer in 
charge Kalmlors ~nrvcy, to tho Collector of KauRra, suhmitting proposals for 
the survey settlement of 26 .vill,.gcs of tb& Sirsi '1'"lukll of tbe Kal1l1r1\ 

Png ... 

Dollcctomtc F-6 

Lette,' No. 242, dated 1:lth February 188/l, from the Superintendent. POOIlB and' 
"Nasik "nd Sonthern Maratha Conntry Surveys. forwal'l.ling with his remarks 
the above COl'I'espoDdeDce to the Collector of Kolnal:a . '" . ... 7 

Letter No, 615, dated 29tb February 1888, from the CoUcctor of Kanara, forward-
ing wit" his remark. the above correspondence. to tbe Survey and Settlement 
Commission~r 8 

. Mernornnclum No. 512, dated 14tl. Marc" ]888, from the Survey Commissioner, 
. forwardi ng wit h his remarks the above <lOl'l"espondence for the orders ef 
Government thl'OlIgh th .. Commissioner, S, D:'... ... ... $..-]0 

. Memorannum No. S~l, doted 26t}t March ]888, from the Commis.jone .. , S. D., 
submitting with bis remarks the aboveeorrespondence for ~he orders of Gov-
ernmeut .••.• JO 

GorerouII'nt Resolution No. 2G<t(of 28th April 1888, pa.",iog Olders on the above 
corl'e>po"de"ce ...... . ... .... ... . ... 11-12 
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No. 13 OF 1888. 

FROil 

To 

THE ASSISTANT SETTLEMENT OFFICER, 
, IN CHARGE KA'NARA SURVEY; 

THE COLLECTOR OF KA'NARA. .. 
SIlt, 

Assistant Settlement Officer' 8 Office, 
Camp Siddripur, 11th January 1888. 

, I have the honour to forward the following proposals for the survey settle
ment of (26) villages of the Sirsi Taluka, North Kanara. 

2. With the settlement of this group the whole of the Sirsi sub.division· 
, ',. • will have been brought under survey 

Survey CommIssIoner 8 report No. 1858 of t d th' rt sh Id P th 
6th December 1871. ra es, an IS. repo .011 lorm. e 

Do. No. 92 of 21st January 1873. . last of the serIes noted In the margin. 
Do. No. 417 of 20th Apri.l J8iS. In these reports the maximum rates 
Do. No. 341 of lath Apn11880. IUade applicable to this district, its cha-
Do. No. 462 of 31st May 1881. .. d al d't' h 
Do. No. 935 of 5th May 1883. racterlStrcs an gener con I,Ion ave 
Do. No. 1055 of 22nd May 1884. already been fully discussed by abler 
Government Selections, Nos. OLXXIII, pens 'than mine. I will, there~ore, con-

CLXXXV and CClX. . fine myself as much as possIble to a 
short statement of facts, founded Qn the material compiled to accompany this 
report, and which lead me to propose the rates hereafter subscribed. 

3. The (26) villages in question are very much scattered over the entire 
. . Mluka, owing I presume to the circumstance that the 

POSltlOn. very existence of those most isolated was probably 
not known, until the complete fitting in of that puzzle-a .K.anara Taluka map. 
Notwithstanding eighteen villages out of the total twenty-six lie within a radius 
of (8) or (9) miles of the market town of Sirsi. Of these, two-Byagadi and 
Holibyl-occupy a position to its east, while the others all lie to the west, and 
are for the most part contiguous one with the other. Of the remaining eight 
villages, ohe-Sankadgundi-is situated on the made-road to Yellapur, and is about 
equidistant from that market and Sirsi, while the other seven form a compac~ 
group occupying the crest of the ghat. in the north-west corner of the taluka. 
Some of the hamlets belonging to these have their .ite on the western slope of 
the Ghat, and in IIOme instanoes the cultivated lands run down below, and have 
much in common with what might be termed the Konkan of Kanara, such aa 
hot weather rice crops, npt often found above ghll,ts., . 

4. With the exception Qfthe cultivated valleys, all the rest of the country 
Physical character, area, &0., may ~e t~rmed forest, varying from the flat and un· 

, 'dulatmg 1U the east, to that of a very rugged and 
precipitous description the. nearer the western ghats are approached. The 
entire area comprises about 50 square miles, out of which 3,435 acres only are 
arable, or ~ little mure than 10 pElr cent. , 

The survey census returns show a population of 3,059 souls, giving a 
Populatiou density of about 61 to the square. mile. The propor. 

" tion of cultivable land to the population is 1 acre 5 
gunthas pllr'head, while there is n. pair of oxen available for every 4'6 acres of 
cultivation excluding the garden area. In these respects the villages under 
consideration closely rllsemble those reported upon last season by the Superin
tendent, Poona and N asik and Southern Maratha Country Revenue Surveys, 
who says: "the population is \'ery sparse on the whole but not so compared 
wit~ the area at its command, nor is it badfy equipped with the means of culti· 
vatIOn." ' 

B 1379-l 



2 

5. The percentage of the different kinds of cultivation IS shown in the 
Crop.. subjoined table :- . 

Dry-crop and Rice. Garden. gra ... 

22 49 29 

The dry-crops raised in this moist tract are of little account, only small hill 
grains. (ragi, &c.), being grown in patches here and there. The land!> termed 
dry-crop are nearly all kept under graB8, which is largely used for manuring 
purposes. 

The rice l8.J1ds generally return. a good yi~ld, a:tificial manure b~ing largely 
supplemented by the wash from the surroundmg hills. Sugarcane, III rotation 
takes the place of rice in favourable situations, but in many places the moistur~ 
is excessive, which does not favour a good growth, the plants being liable to rot 
in the rains. Vegetables of different kinds thrive profusely in the hot weather 
and are more generally cultivated than the usual 2nd green crop after the ric~ 
harvetlt .. 

The gardens produce cocoanuts, suparis, plantains, cardamoms, pin vel 
black pepper, pine apples, limes imd various other fruits, and rank second t~ 
none in Kanara. . . 

6_ The appended statistical statement gives a return of only 35 carts as ap. 
Communications perta.ining to these villages" but traffic by wheeled 

. conveyance is much more general than is supposed; 
merchants living in the large towns, who have direct dealings with the people, 
supplying the necessary carriage; even the villages situated in the region of the 
ghats have. c;art tracks running within a 'distance of 3 or 4 miles, and the 
Ha.vik Br!thmans of late years have shown much enterprize, and considerable 
engineering skill, in forming roads of their own, giving access to the high way 
from their villages. These priyate roads in most instances can be traversed 
by carts in the fine weather, and even in the most inaccessible hamlets of the 
above-ghat Mlukas, the people are becoming less' dependent for the disposal of 
surplus produce on the casual visits of itinerant dealers with pack bullocks. The 
road from the market town of Hulekal to Mliski bifurcates at Guranvali; thil!l 
ltranch running along the ridge of the ghat as far as Songemani (fJide map) 
taps the more remote villages in the north·west corner of the taluka, while all 
the others come within fairTy easy range of the various roads leading from Sirsi 
to the coast. Carts can only trawerse the Mliski Ghat road, as far as the top 
of the ghat, and the V!tdi Ghat road to a dii9tance 'of r 5 miles from Sirsi. It 
is a pity that the latter should have been allowed to fall out of repair; it opened 
up a considerable tract of country, and till within the last few years was capable' 
of carrying cart traffic through to the coast. . 

7. The revenue history of these {26) villages for the past 20 years as sup-
R histo plied by the M!tmlatdar is subjoined, The area shown 

evenue. ry. cannot be relied on, but the collections are very con-
stant in amount, any variation being explained by the fact that hamlets belong
ing to villao-es now coming under settlement were settled as far back at. 
1881-82, and others similarly in_ the following years up to the present time, th( 
collections jn these formerly settled being deducted from the total revenue 0 

the village_ -Roughly speaking there is a sum of about Ra. 1,500 which doe, 
not appertain to the present area (i. e.). if this Rs. 1,500 were added to the ne· 
collection of 1886-87, it would run it up to about the average. This all goes t~ 
show that the full collections have been easily and regularly made. The collec 
tions shown in the statement for the year 1886·87. do not tally with appendil 
column 17 from impossibility of separating the accounts of villages which han 
not been settled in the lump in the same year as explained above ;-
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. 
Area. in Acres Old ,tandard Permanent Casual ~ otColl~IIoD. Years, . Aaaeumeo.t. Remissions. RemissioDs. 

• , 

Acres .. Re. Rs. Re. 

1867·68 1,715 11,825 1,520 - .. 10,305, ... ... ... 
11,825 10,305 1868·69 ... ... 1,715 1,520 ... 

1869·70 ... .. . 1,715 11,825 1,520 ... 10,805 
1870-71 ... ... 1,715 11,825 1,520 ... 10,305 
1871-72 ... ... 1,715 11,825 1,518 ... 10,312 
1872-78 ... ... 1;15 11,825 ' 1,513 ... 10,312 
1873-74 

. 1,715 11,825 1,513 10,812 .. , ... ... 
1874-75 ... ... 1,715 11,825 1,512 ... 10,313 
1875-76 ... ... 1,715 11,825 1,512 ... 10,813 
1876-77 ... ... 1,715 11,825 1,526 ... 10,299 
1877-78 ... ... 1,715 11,825 1,526 ... 10,299 
1878·79 ... ... 1,715 11,825 1,526 ... 10,299 
1879-80 ... ... 1,715. 1l,6()3 1,526 . ... 10,077 
1880-81 .. , ... 1,686 11,603 1,526 ... 10,077 
1881·82 .. ' ... 1,686 11,358 1,425 ... 9,928 
1882.83 ... ... 1,687 11,353 1,425 ... 9,928 
1883·84 ... ... . 1,637 11,358 1,425' ... 9,928 
1884-85 ... ... 1,637 11,855 1,421 ... 9,934 
1885·86 ... ... 1,472 10,052 1,188 ... 8,864 
1886-87 ... ... 1,416 10,006 1,226 ... 8,780 

---- ._--- -
Total ... 83,466 2,30,578 29,383 ... ~2,01,195 

Average ... 1,673 11,529 1,469 ... 10,060 

'. 

8. The villages now being reported upon are intermixed with, and conti-
p . d tea gUOUR to, villages already settled, either in this Mlnka 

ropose ra. or those a.djoining. In the accompanying map the 
rates of surrounding villages have been carefully noted. (The map forms a 
means. of ready reference.) Rates already sanctioned in the surrounding villages 
form the basis 'of the present proposals, as follows :-

, IBt.-One village, .i Holibyl," colored blue on the map, adjacent to those 
already assessed at Rs. 5 maximum rice rate, and Re.,1 dry-crop, to bear 
a similar'rate. This village is situated to the east of Sirsi in the more 
open and accessible part of the taluka. 

2nd.-Eight villages, colored red, rice rate Rs. 4-12-0, dry-crop Re. I, iD 
assimilation with adjacent rating. These all lie within (6) miles of the 
Sirsi market, and are besides within easy reach of the high ways to the 
coast. 

31·d.-Nine villages, colored yellow, rice rate RB. 4·8-0, dry-crop Re. 0.14-0, 
rather scattered, but rates strictly in accordance with surrounding vil
lages all within easy reach of lines of communication, but are further 
from markets than those i~ the 2nd group. 

4th.-One villag?, Sa~k~dg?ndi, . color~d green,. rice .rate Rs. 4, drj:-crop 
, Re. 0-12-0, m asSimilatIOn WIth adJacent rating, sItuated on the hne of 

road between Sirsi and Yelhtpur. 

5th.-Seven villages, colored purple, rice rate Ra. 3-8-0, dry-crop Re. 0-10-,0; 
situated on the crest o( the ghat in very inaccessibl.e positions. Po
pulation I'varse, and labour difficult to obtain. Rates nearly' indentical 
with adjoming villages in Ankola, with which' they have much in 
common. 

9. The usual maximum rate for garden land, viz., Ra. n.-has been imposed 
throughout, with the exception of the (7) villages entered in the 5th group. 
where a maximum of Rs. 13 was generally adopted to somewhat allow for inac
cessibility and J1, diminished labour-supply. The garden rating was done by me 
personally, a certain percentage of the statements having been submitted to the 



Superintendent. Poona a.n.d N:isik and Southern Marlitha Country Surveys, fOIl" 
approval. _ 

10.· The areas and avefage rates of assessment for each description of land 
in each group are entered in the following statements:- - . 

OOQllQlUT OocupmD Lu'D. 

lIl..uDIvx ... ft. 

No. 01 
D')'C'OP. II1oe. GMdeo, 

ElIaaa. vilIag ... I A ...... ...... / ......... D". 1Uco. Aaoo.· 1 Avenlge ........ Avorap-
crop. Acree. ment. note per ..er •• ment._ .. .. .., nteper 

.. <e. ..... . ment . 
acre • 

. 

r:-;-
Ra. •• p. Ra. a. p. Ba. BB .... p BB. BB ••• p. B •• Ra ••. P. 

I ... ... 1 1 0 o 5 o ( 3 2 010 8 49 141 2 14 - ( ... .. . 
11 ... 8 1 0 o 4 12 ( 250 157 o 10 1 504 1,720 3 n 249 3,177 12 12 2 III ::. ... 9 014 o 4 8 ( 257 127 0 711 li06 1,555 3 39a 5,129 12 16 9 
IV ... ... 1 012 o 4 0 ( 10 • 4 0 6 5 • 19 58 3 o 1 6 66 13 3 2 
V '" 7 o 10 o 3 8 ( 207 69 0 5 ~ 513 1,317 2 9 I 280 3,S77 12 1 

. - --Total ... 28 ... .- 727 359 0 7 11 1,691 I 4,79l 3 o I 929 11,749 12 10 

GOl'BU'lfmrr UKOOOUPla. LUD, 

J/[UUf.UK &ATJL 

~ ~-
Oarden. 

No. of ...... ",I· ...... I ......... A....... I ........ . n..,.. 
W ... A..... m •••• 1.::-,:" A ...... I. m .. ~ Average ........ .u..... Avonge 

"'op. ratoPQ mento ..... per 
acre. .. .... 

Rs. a.p. Ra. a. p. Ra. Re. a. p. Ra. n.. S.I>- Ra •. BB. a. p. 

I . ... 1 1 g ~ 5 0 ( ... . .. ... .. . , .. ... . .. 
Il ... 8 1 4 12 0 14 9 010 3 6 17 2 13 4 ... . .. 
111.:. ... 9 014 0 4 8 0 92 38 0 6 7 21 49 2 5 4 "'1 3 3 0 (J 
IV· ... ... 1 o 12 04 0 0 ... ... ... ... 

1 "6 10 
... . .. ... 

V ... .- 7 010 0 3 8 0 47 "is 0 4 5 7 10 .. ... 
I~ ---- 2 'i! - .-

Total ... 26 "! ... 153 60 0 6 3 34 '/6 1 3 3 0 0 -
• 11, The estllIlated results of the proposed rates contrasted wIth the results 

of last year's collections are given below, but ~nly for (15) villages out ofthe 
(26). As explained in paragraph 'l of tbis report, and. if a glance be given too 
statistical appendix column (17), it will reooily be acknowledged tbat it would be. 
only misleading to attem'pt comparison in villa..ges wh.ere we ha.ve nl} complete or 
separate accounts :-'. , 

Number 
Total of villages Old New Per cent 

Cl ..... number of where cultivated cultivated PQI!' Q.eut P .. t PrOPOBoq increase 
~illa.ges in reeolta· increase. collections. 8.88e&8DUQlt. 

each group. .. nbe "" .... area. or decreaae.. 

compared. 
. 

" 
Rs. Ra. 

I •...• . " . 1 ... '" ... ...... ... ... .. . 
11 .. '. ..... S 4 322 576 +78'9 1,491 2,743 +84'() 
III ... •• 0, 9 6 473 749 +58'4 4,544 5,492 +20'9 
IV ... ... 1 1 11 34- +100'0 27 128 +374-1 
V ... ... 7 4 495 753 +52'1 2,1~6 3,065 +40'9 --

2,112 1 
----

Total .~ 26 I 
If). 

I 
1,307 +61'6 8,238 11,428 +38'7 

12. The reSl11.t for the (15) complete v!llages gIves an IDcrease of Ra. 3,191.1, 
equal to an enhancement in. favow-of Government of 38'7 per cent, The incidence 
of the proposed assessment on each village is shown in column. 29 of the ap_ 
pendix. The increase of 142'6 per cent. in the case of BilgalmaDl and of 374'1 
per cent. in the case of Sankadgllndi may appear startling, but in the for.mer (if 
any reliance can be placed on the ar!)a of the measurement of estates carne~ out 
in. these parts under the orders oftbe principal Collector .in 1 ~32), ther: IS. an, 
increase in the garden area of 75 per cent. and also a shght IDcrease 1D nce. 
l.41f.(;lwi,se in, Sank&ligundi there is an increase in. the ga,rdEln area of 67 ~er CE;Ilt., 
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and in the rice area of 36 per cent. According to theJ\Hmlatdar's account, the 
lands of this village werp. for long J:1eld by a. Shan bhog of the district, who pro
bably submitte!I his own accounts in a way very fll:vourable to himself; but be > 
this as it may, the fact of the village remaining so long unnoticed by the survey 
in its isolated position, points to collu.sion and concealment, with the object of 
retsining the land at the present favourable rat.es as long >as possible. In both 
cases the arable area is insignificant. 
> Other large differences between the origin-al and proposed assessment notice
able in column 29, must also be considered the resulL of concealment, encroach
ment and falsification of accounts-practices which have been so often alluded to 
as being common, in many prec~ng Kanll.ra Settlement Reports. 

13. An example is given below of the average rates ofproposedassess>ment 
falling on each description of soil in three villages under report-(l) where 
there is a large increase, (2) where there is hot much variance, and (3) wheT.e 
there is a decrease. This will serve to illustrate the general unevenness of the 
old assessment;- > . 

Old Survey Average Average .Av~mge 
No. VilJagea. Collection. Assea8lDent. Per cent. dry·crop Rice Ga.rden 

Aasessment. Assessment. Assessment. . . 
. Rs . Ra. • R ... R •. a. p. Rs. a. p. its.·a. p. 

1 Village No. 6 >61 148 + 142'6 o 12 0 3 6 9 
. 
11 6 10 ... 

2{ Do. No. 1~ ... } 1,303 1,472 +13'0 0 611 3 3 6 12 8 3 Do. No. 14 
3 Do. No. 15 ... 643 518 -19'4 o 10 8 S 1 11 13 8 8 

• . .. 
14. 'l'he followmg table shows III detaIl thesul'vey area and assessment In 

all (26) villages under eaCh separate head ;-
. . 

Divieion, of Land. . Acres . Assessment. 
. 

Rs . . . 
Government occupied land ... .. ... 3,247 16,899 

Do. unoccupied land ... ... . .. 188 -139 
narable unassessed hills. &c. - 28,286 ... ... ... .. .... U 

1 nam ... ... ... ... . .. . ..... . ..... 

Total ... 31,721 17,038 
.. 

15. I tr1,lsttbe proposed ratmg of those- VIllages may meet WIth approval, 
and if so, that sanction may be accorded somewhat earlier than usual. I must 
point out with due respect, that sanction for last year's settlement came so late 
that the rates could> not be announced until the 2nd week in June after the mon
soon was upon u.s, and the peol?le, who were summoned to attend, had to expe-, 
rie~ce the in?onvenie~ce, and dIscomfort, of a long and wet journey, to and from' 
their respectIve homes. 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 
R. T. WINGATE, 

Assistant Settlement Officer, in charge Kanara'Survey .. 

------
No. 14 OF~ 1888. . 

Siddcipur, ! It''. January 1888. > 

Forwarded through the Superintendent, Poona and Nlisik> and Southern > 
Maratha Country Revenue Surveys. > . 

• R. T. WINGATE, 

• 1379-2 
Assistant Settlement Officer, in charge Kanara Survey. 
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Stat~ment allowing the Area Cultivation, Oattle, Carts, Plou;hs, H ou,es,. Pl}Pulation' and past and p.ropoB8d Survey .Assessment Dj (26) villages 
. . ' in tM Sirsi Taluka of the KQ!I,ara pollec!orate. • 

VlllapL 
Total 
M .. 

in 
""' ... 

By BURU" AccommJ. 

Oultivated!. 

Dry-crop. Rice. Ga.rdon. Dry-crop. ·Rice. Garden. 

'. 
SURvRT lrAlI'AL OR 

~AlfDAJlJ) £Still.lIl1ln. OA'I"l'LB. o.u ... 11 • 
~ll 

~~='.'f:,,~:. l l ~, j g ~ 
" ~.d ".~' 1 i i ~ . - i ... ~ ~i 
15 s= El a .....: .a: 0 . .; _.8 1) El' 

~I s ~ • ":ill 'li ;.~ '" ~~jn§ J .. I ... I ... ~ i .. - ! I. !. ~ I ~ '8.! o~! fio .. ~ ~ t~ 1 leg c~ , i1 
-. .... ,~ ------~-----I-=.-!_;:;__ I~"''''' ~ o;.!l .. ----,----1--, I-~--.---+-.. -:-l-• .:....l-o- r-;- 8 g --;- 11 12 18 If 1&. - 16. If 18 19;r,u 21 22 28 94- 2ti 28'. 9:t 18 ~ IQ 

-----II-.:....II-----.J.--J-=-- '--I--I--:I~ f..--:~ - - 1_ _ I--

Plm elaII maximUID 
.. to-

DI')"crop rate 
• Re,lOO 

B!ce rate .. Ri. 6 O· 0 

leoond cla.1 mulmulU 
.. to-

Dry-c1'QP moo 
Re.l 0 0 

Rlaenl" ..• ,4. li 0 

1111. 1111. '''. .... Ro. .... 
IDh abl tad 1 BoUbyl... ... ... 124 S t 49 ut ... ... ... ... ... .., ... ... Included In Uathde\'a) . 

88tt.led io 1882. 
, .. un 

r~ ~ -. -r-- - ----1-1"':":'='::"::=--+---'-,-.. -1---1.--1--1'--1--- --1--1--1--1- . __ 
Total of the Firt~ elaII8... 124 ~ 3 ! -'9 '141... ......... •.• ... ... .. . 

2' AJibal 

s Urtot ... 
" R(I.IIooi ... 
& Balusargi . .. . 
6 Bilplmani 
7 Yecbadi ... 

B Duaukop 

9 Bedgemaol 

I--I-... -I-·I--:-I-:-----~-·I--:-----·I----I----
817 SI 

... 1,067 8J 

... l,l!l7 1201 

"'I • 1o, " 
... 1,86' SS 

... .19B 

S9' 
• 

IT· 

IJ ,. 
oo • • 2.'1 

a 
11 

.. 
13 ". '2-, . 

126 

" •• 

17' 

05' .,. 
no 

" ... .. 
IS' 

eo .. •• U 
f .. 
• 
B 

oo. 
888 ... 
608 ... 
140 ... 

80 

o 

62e ''', 

65 ... 

'.1 • 

• 
8 

"', a 

S 

11 

6 

•• , )(i.J:ed up with~ vlllagee 
leUled in 1885. 

tOO 

... Inoluded iD. village No.S. 1,201 1,696 
1.'30 1.192 } 

Do. do.. ••• 1il1i2. 
. 61 148 

... Included In HUDBUCopl - .»bB 
., letUed in 1887. 
•.• MUted up ,with ylllllJCll 

lattIe,1 in 1887. 
'" ldbed up with vUl.e. 

aettled in 1878 -and 
1.______ 1886. 

1" 
.n 

u 

"'s 

• 

.. 
0' 

'36 
14 ,. 
8'/ 

U ,. 

8' 

1<0 ... 
'0 
S6 
0' 
S, 

SO 

100 

20' 
85 • 

" 54 
118 .. 
•• 

"', ... 
-~ 

1 , 
11 , 
! "', 

--""'--1-
1 m 88 D Incom. , 

11 
, .. 
88' .. 

t " 11 'UIO 

'0. 
81 

'" .. • • S • 

11 , 

8t plate. 

4: J +8.1."& 
10 +1t2'8 ., 

• 
- --1--:::- -------,- ......:------'-.-i--. --1-----:-:::--- --I-- 1- --

ToWoftbe8ocondClaaa. '.srn ~ 161 601 1,720 JN9 .,177 U 9 6 17 ,l.'OI 1 I,OM 26 816 646 1,020 22 -.- 28 i:rn- 208 162 --------1----1--- ------_____ 1--
10 KanbllJl .•• ... ... 782 'it U 66 119 19 897 1 1 ,., ••. •.• '" Included tn BwWkol 688 1 61 9D 161 a 1. 

'l'blrd 01.... muimum ~~ 
nte-- - 13 

Regal' ... 
Ma,tih"U ... 
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No. 242 OF 1888. 

From 

To 

W. M. FLETCRER, ESQUIRE, 
Superintendent, Poona & Nasik and 

Southern Maratha Country Revenue Surveys; 

,. 
THE COLLECTOB OF KA.'NARA. 

SurVey Superintendent' 8 Office, . 
Camp, Dafldpur,13th February 1888. 

SIR, 

I have the honour to forward, for the consideration of Government, a report by 
Mr. n. T. Wingate, Assistant Settlement Officer, Revenue Survey, Kiinara, pro
posing rates of assessment for the 26 villages of the Sirsi TaIuka which remain to 
be brought under survey settlement. . 

2. I have nothing to add to the report; submitted which contains all the 
information usually furnished, and which examination proves to have been most 
carefully compiled, while Mr. Wingate's long and intimate acquaintance with the 
country and peQple of Kanara is a guarantee for the value of the comments he 
offers. . _ . 

3. 'i'he rates-proposed for the various villages may be considered to have 
been already practically fi~ed by tbose which have received the sanction of 
Government in adjoining villages, and the present settlement may be regarded as 
the last stone in the edifi,ce of the survey settlement· of the Sirsi TaIuka. 

4. It may be as' well, perhaps, to add a·few words in amplification of 
Mr. R. T. Wingate's 7th paragraph, which ia -somewhat too condensed to be at 
once clearly understood. 

There are 11 villages among the 26 new under report tbe past realisations 

R H
· M R for which cannot be separately ascertained, owing to the, 

evenue IStory- r. • Id ts b . . d 'th too f Ih il 
T. Wingate'. pnl'agraph 1. 0 acco~n emg mlXe up WI se 0 • OL. erv -

. . lages whICh -bave already been settled. ThiS dIfficulty, 
which -recurs in almost every Kanara settlement, and has frequently been explain_ 
ed in former reports, has been provided for as'far as was possible in the . figures 
now furnished to illustrate the revenue history of the tract under report, but 
Mr. Wingate explains that these figures cannot b·~ taken as ac"urate, and that the 
apparent falling off in revenue after the yeat 1880-81 is due to the fact that certain 
villages or par.ts of villages until then included in the total have been settled at 

. different times since that year, their old coilectiol)s therefol'e disappearing from 
the accounts of recent years. As. a whole the revenue history table sufficiently 
indicates the regularity with which the revenue has been lloIlected, but cannot 
tally with th~ figures given in column 17 of the appendix.,tQ the report. 

~ ,. 

5. I trust you may find it possible to forward these proposals with your 
~omments without much delay, in order that there may be no difficulty in obtain-
mg the orders of Government before the end of Apr~. .. 

I have, &c., 

W. M. FLETCHER, 
Superintendent, Poona & N~sik-and 

Southern Maratha Country Revenue Surveys. 
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No. 615 of 1888. 

To 

THE SURVEY AND SETTLEMENT COMMISSIONER. 

Hondvar, 29th February 1888 • 
. SIR, • 

I have the honour to forward herewith Mr. F1etcher's letter No: 242, dated 
13th instant, together with a report by Mr. R. T. Wingate, Assistant Settlement 
Office.r, Revenue Survey, Kanara, proposing rateli of asseSSIllent for the 2() 
villages of the Sirsi 'l'aIuka. With the introduction of settlement into this 

.group the whole of the Sirsi Tahika will have been brought under survey rates. 
'These 26 villages are very much scattered over the entire taluka as 

is apparent from the accompanying map. 'rhis has been explained in paragraph 
3 of Mr. Wingate's report." . • , 

The grouping of the. villages appears to have been done carefully. The 
rates proposed are just and fair aQ.d are based upon the principles of previous 
settlements already sanctioned in the surrounding, villages as detailed in para-
graphs 8 and 9 of Mr. Wingate's report. '..' 

, The general results show an increaseunderhoth area and assessment. The 
result for the 15 complete villages as shown in the table subjoined to paragraph 
11 of Mr. Wingate's report ~ves an"increase of Ra. 3,190, which is equal to an 
enhancement of 38'7 per cent. The results for the rest of the villages cannot 
be contrasted as no accurate data of £~ltkcpllectionsare available. . . 

It may be remarked that large differences between the 'old and proposed 
,assessments noticeable in column 29 of the appendix: are due mainly to encroach· 
ments discovered by the survey and falsifications of accounts which have been so 
often commented upon in the preceding Kanara settlement reports. 

I would suggest that the concessions allowed bY' GM'emment Resolution 
No. 5573 of 21st October 1874 may be granted in thEfC9.S'e'~of these 26 villages 
as heretofore in order to distribute the incraasect-sur'lTe,t asse8sment over a space 
of three years. The date for relinqnishing lands under Section 74 of the Land 
Revenue Code be extended to 5th July., ' ,'. -, 

'. I have, &c., 

c. '0: B~'l'HW A YT, 
!.o,f .. Collector, Klinara. 

• No. 512 OF 1888. 
. . 

. Mahdbalesh.vql', Ut~ March 1888. 
I lose no time in forwarding thes,e 'papers .in the hope that the proposed. 

scheme of settlement may :reacl). Governmel!t Without undue .delay and that there 
may be no recurrElllce of the gre.1tt inc?nvenience t.I) w4ich. the cultivators were 
exposed at last':,year'$ settlement III havmg to attend the announcement of the 
rates after the rainy. s~s~n had set in. . -:. ' 

2 The settlement ofthe Sirsi Taluka, which for reasons of tell explained has 
been ~ade piecemeal,'has been attended with one adva!ltage at least, that, in 
proposing rates for the more recently settle~ groups of v!llages, we have had the 
experience of already settled groups of vIl!ages to depend !lpon, and a~ ten 
different reports have been written on ten dIfferent sets of ~Illages experience 

'and kriowledge hav:e been so accu~lllated that scarcely any Important fact can 
have escaped littentlOn and explanation. 

3 The 26 villages for which proposals are now submitted by Mr. Wingate 
Dot o~ly embrace the two or three groups of village~ which.h~ve been pur'po~eJy 

, dealt with last of -all, but inclQde a few scattered VIllages whICh from theIr. 1SQ-
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lated position ~ve hitherto escaped ~he operatio.ns of the survey, ha~g only 
gained recognition when the operatIOns closed In upon them and the hiatus on 
the maps attracted attention. In any other district than Kanara such a com· 
pleteconoea.lment of whole vilJages could scarcely -have been possible, but 
Mr. Win~ate has ~own, in the cas;e of ~nkadgundi; a village on the high road 
from Sirsl to Yellapur, how e1fectively Its settlement has been retarded by 
interested endeavours to retain the old lllld almost nominal rateS for a little 

• while longer.· Happily with the advent. of the surve;r settlement the death. 
knell of the corrupt influence Df the .shaubhog and the Intrigues of th? P?werful 
.. Vargdar" has been sounded.lWd the scandalous concealment of cultivation and 

~ wholesale encreachment on Government waste which have been prevalent in ' 
these villages will become a thing of the past. 

. 4. Ofthe ",ever~l groups dealt ~ith in- thi~- :report'} have only pa.ssed 
through the lands of one. but the experience of Mr. Wingate, who lIB a cla.sser 

. has visited and examined each separate village, may be. trusted to supply any 
deficiency in this matter. Mr. Wingate has given a full accotmt of the condition 
of these villages. The total area they contain is about 50 square miles and the 
1'Opulation averages about 61 to the square mile. Only about 10 per cent. of 
the area is cla.ssed lIB arable, the rest beiug included in large forest blocks. Of 
cultivated area there is 1 acre 5 gunthas to each 4ead of population. In consi· 
dering- this average it must be remetnber~ that. while half the land is valuable" 
riceJand, 29 per cent. is still more valuable spice garden, each guntha of which 
is capable of beingilultivated with as great profit as a whole acre of the poor 
dry-crop, lands of these parts. There.is;~~oreover, no deficiency of cattle for the 
proper cultivatiOl!l of the arable area. 

- 5. Mr. Whtgate's ~emarks (paragraph 6) OIl the means of conveyance at the 
disposal of the villages. under report will be l"ead with interest, as the lack 0' 
carts, which the statistics of Kanara villages usually show, is very naturally 
looked upon as a backward sign and one that indicates a difficulty in the disposal 
of produce which should inlluencethe pitch of the rates._. His remarkS on the 
inconvenience to trade ... eausedb .. 'Y the ~eglect o( the Vad~_Ghat road have no 
doubt been noted by t~e, Oollector !IJld WIll lie duly _~QIPm~Dlcated tp the Local 
Board. _ " . • _ _ _' , 

6, ForreaseDS wlllch have been given in \nearly -every Sirsi Taluka settle ... 
ment report hitlJerto, the revenue history of -the villages is imperfect and the 
figures can ouly be accepted as indicating considerable consistency and regularity in 
the Government demand and its collection. Seeing that the old auessments were 
fixed on areas very considerably less than are found t.o eXist at the present time 
after years of collusion witlJ tlJe local -officials and interested concealment of 
encroachments,1'I; is ~cely to be wondered at that the oaIlections were extremely 

'regular up to the tune when the survey began to re-lUTange the lands. of 
villages in the neighbow-hood and portions 0(: the. demand" were transferred to 
villages included in other settlement proposals. ' .. 

. 7. There :can ~e no- obj~ction to the prop~sed rating of the dry.crop and 
nee lands of ~eI;e villages which has been strictly oonfined -to. maximum rates 
already sanctioned by Governtnent for immediateiyadjilcent villages, which. 
moreover, have been introduced without objectiOJl: and, are known to be work-
ing well. " - ': 

. 8. The ~arde? lands of this tract are exceptionaIiyg~od, yielding valuable 
SpiCes and fruit. 'I he fi~est are to be found ill the 2nd and 5th groups. For 
all gardens ,:xcept th?se ID the last group the maximum rate which has hither
to ?een apphed to this ?lass ,of land in the Sirsi Taluka, villi., Rs. 14, is proposed, " 
while for the seven villages forming the 5th group RB. 13 is the maximum 
which ~as be,:n kept ill view. The rate for each garden has been worked out by 
Mr. Wmgate ID the careful manner in which the assessment of these valuable 
lands ~as from the first been regulated in Kanara and the rating has been. 
superVISed and tested _ by the Superintendent. The comparative inaccessibility 
of the 5th g:ou~ of vlll~ges and the deficiency of labour will be fully met by the 
small reductIOn ID the pitch of the rates proposed. In rating. spice gardens such 
aa ~ose ofSirsi, the isolation of the village is not of so much account as in ;ating 

J 1379-8 
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those lands which produce the more bulky exportable commodities. Where 
cardamoms and areca-nut are the chief products, a head-load OZ' even a handful 
is of value. and the larger forms of conveyance are less needed. Moreover in
accessibility is a disadvantage which may be any day removed by the ope~ing 
of a road in the vicinity, or, as in the case of the Supa TaJuk& gardens, by the 
construction of a railway. Mr. Wingate has himself shown (vide paragraph .6) 
that it is a disadvantage which the people themselves are minimizmg from year'. 
to year. Deficiency o£labour is a more serious consideration, and thatis felt to 
a certain extent even .in villages less isolated than these vill~es, where the 
general exuberance of the gardens wouldnatural1y.seoure a'certam market and 
good wages to the labourerlf;, but there I!.\'e indic4tiollS",UUl.t the deficiencies of 
,the labour market may ·sOOIl.be supplied t'rOD1<1\ltside tbe ·district. I have. 
at this mO!llent on" my 'ta.ble' a prospectus 'of the' Bom'bay Steam Navigation 
Company under the. direction of thG en~rprlzing'- firm (If· Shepherd & Co.,' 
which shows that from: the 13th ultimo "connection'by steamer was established 
hetween Bombay and-the Kanara Coast· ports, wBlch will bring the tract of 
Ratnagiri with its overflQwing. populati~ within,easy reach of these gardens. 
'For about Ra. 1-8. a ,l~boul'~r will. be abl~ t~r,!aph Ankola from MaIvan or 
Rajapur and. labour in"these gardell8 may-:becom.eAS vemunerative ae in the 
mills and dqckyards of BODl9ay.'A great,jmpet~ would be givlln., to garden 
cultivation in Kanara if emigr~tionf-\®l.these o,ver-peopled tracts were to 
ensue, I have reason, to hope that the ~'pening out of the North Kanara Ooast 
by these conven,ient' steamers wil,l ~pply:. Dll\.Ily of the crying wants of this rich 
but somewhat isolated, district.· " ,# , .' 

9. On the whole I consider the'ratesproposed by Mr. JVingate and recom. 
mended by Mr., Fletchet .to ,be, very equitable and, iUCh.. as, Government may 
approve without h.esitatioJl, ,.i.Where it is' possible to form a comparison be-

.. tween the realizations £rpm the' existing rates and those whic.b the settlement 
will introduce, no' startling increase to the gene.,a) bl1rdoo of taxation results, and 
whatever indiv41ual:cases of heavy increments occur the conooilSions granted D7 
Government Resolution No. 5573 of 2.lst October 187, 'will prevent theIr, 
being imposed with any uw;iue suddenness. ,,011 thE! 1.5 Yillages for which reliable 
data &r,e forthcoming ·the tQtal increase jg..,only equivalent.:t(l 1l8'1" per cent. 
In s0!lle villages, li.J;:e ~jl~~~ma~ and S~kadg:undi, ,the' percentages appear 
exceSSIve, but the reason. IS IlW]' gIven and is' ;easIly undersilood by those who 
have had experie!lce of K:anara settlements. , The table given in Mr. Wingate's 
paragraph 13 .is a usefu.I one to i,llustrate .how. UMvEllll1 ~nue .Ilurveyrates 
of equal in.cid,.eniie may affect the percentage ~ncrease in. .different villages. 

]0., I COllCUI' ... ith.the Collector in recommending-that the date for relin
q uishing lands und.et S'Ilction. 74 nUhe Land Revenue CQde sh~uld be extended 
to 5th July in respect of this settlement. . 

T. iL ~TEWART, 
Survey and Settlement Commissioner . . ' "." Througfi the. CdmjnisSiiit1~r, ~ D. 

, .... '~' •• ~i ~l.·',t' , 

. ., 
No. 851 01' lsas •. 

, .' :REVEJuB DIJ'ARTMENT • 
• f ' 

PQona, 16th March 1888. 

Submitted to Governtnent. ' ~. 

- 2. l\-Ir. "Wingate's';eport and the further observations recorded by Messrs. 
Fletcher and Stewart leave nothing to the undersigned to add., 

8, Mr. Wingate's 'ptesent proposals ar~ strictly in accordance wi~~ ~he 
principles which have hitherto been followe~ l~ the settlement of the adJommg 
villao-es with such good results. The CommiSSIoner, S. D., therefore, confidently 
reco~mends them for the sanction of Government. 

W. H, PROPERT, . 
Commissioner, S. 'jJ; 
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Revenue Survey and .Asses8ment: Introduction of Burve!l' settlement into twenty
, . silM villages of the Sirsi Tdluka of the Kdnara -Oollectorate .• 

No. 2601. 

• ;REVENUE DEPARTMENT; 

"Bombay C8s~le,28th April 1888 .. " ' . 
Memorandum froln the Commil!~ionet. 'S. D., No. 851, dated 26th March 1888-

, ." ". • :-~ . '.' ;, - Suhlllitting the papers 
Letter from' tho A.slatant lettl.m..llt om .. .iD ahorge of KAnar,; noted ,in the margin, 

SutYeyo, No. lB, dated llt~,Jann...,.l888." ,. ~,," eontaining' 'proposals 
LetteJl from the 6upet'lDtendent. Pmma and Nsstk and' Southern ~'. ( 

MaI1Itha Connt.,. Beven .. tlQneyo,No. tu, dated 18th Febrn...,. 1888. ' , for the IntrodnctlOn 0 
Lett .. from tbe OoUeeto> of .K4no:r" N'J' Il~ d.te~ 29thF.eb~ .. ~he, snrvey" ~ett1!lment, 

1'888. " • " • , , ' .nto twenty.st:II:V1l1ages 
, Memorandum from tbe 8,"'Il"- Seta.m.ut O<IDuIIilWonar; NQ. 51", . f 'h S' . T'l k . f 
dated 14th Moron 1888. ' .. '. • ' o. e IrSI • u lA 0 

) ~ .' . .' '.' " .. p' " '.! ,'1he K1Inara Disttict • 
. ~ .. ' ,..' . .,... ~'t~ i"':. • " .. ~';' '.. '", . . 

REsotUTION.~ The BUi-\Tey 8.ettt~ttl~ut of th~ SirsiTalukaof the Kanata: 
Collectorate has, owing to clinfatill snd othet physical considerations, been carried, 
out in a fragmelltar, mallner;reportl{'opoD its' progress with proposals concerti-

• iug groups of villages h~ving been, !'u'bmitted 'tu (iQVerllttlent on nille' pre'vious 
occasions during the last sixteen yearsj,and orderspallSed from time to time 
tbere<lIlj tbe last lIein,g' contained in 'Go'vernment! Resolution No. 3154 of the 
20th of Msy in last year. The papers'!now' submitt~d deal' with. the proposed 

'grouping and assessment of the twenty-six remaining villages .• 
, • ... v , .., .~ 

. 2. Of the t\teaty,six'vII!ages CouI' ant comfJletely,isolated, thl! 'remainder 
lying in two more 01' Iess:Jooubiguons grQups at different extremities of the taluKa. 
Tbe causes wbich have led te this disconnected system of survey ill this as in other 
parts of Kanara have been sl1fficientiy noticed '0'0 'previous-occasions, as, also the
natural features'of.the country in which lmrvey operations have been carried on., 
The statistics given.in the'present'repQrt show 'tbe'insignificance 'of the existing" 
proportion of cultivated tow8steland. which' embrace,s near!, 90 per cent.'ofthe ' 
total area of 50 square ruitee, the; sparseness of the population, aod the scarcity of 
carts .of which thertl are 'oalt thirt~fiveln the twenty~six villages. But with re:
gard to the infer~nC4 tuBe dra'!I'lt from the latter figures It is justly observed that 
tbese thirty.five 08rtl1ido act form'thj only means.'bf conveyance of their pro, 
duce ».t the disposal nJ 'th}" ~ inb!ibitants, allo:walJClf ha.,ipg to be tpftde for the 
practice of wealtiJier'tl'll,der8visiting.tbe'ViIlages alld employing their own vehi· 
cles tor the ,purposes 01 th. t-emoval of grain and'; o"ther pl'oduce.~ Thee ~istrict, 
though b8ckward.ow~"gto its compara.tive illlllccessibility, is by mt means poor, 
and only awaits developnu!oh of if;ll resources. whicli appear to blt'not incon-
siderable." ,...' -. " . ~ . ~, ~ 

... Ill- .' -,.. • •• 

. 3. As far as' exact '!gures-'can be obtained 101' these villages'separately, 
It appears tha,t thE! yesl'l,. revenue l1011eclions during the past twenty years have 
bedl regular In am.ount, averaging.Rs. 10,060 per.,Annum.. ;,Culti,!ation has no 
doubt heen on tile mcrease, but owmg to the isolatIon of the cultivable parts of 
th~ ta!uka much· has hither~GI escaped not~ a. (act which must be borne. in 
mmd lO'a consideration ofthe linge'increase wassessment shown in the ,case of 
one or two villages. ,The present' measuremertts give a cultivated area, of 
2,112 acres 8/Fainst .1,301, only shown in the present accounts. 'J'he propos~ls 
for tbe grouplllg aud assessmen~ of the villages areas follows J- ' . . ' • ,,_., . • • . 

~ . , 
"Co M.unruK BA""", .. • w • Estimatect in .. . ~g Estimatelt reveIUle crease per . -a,s , • .a.wler Pl'OI'osed -cent. where 

pt.,. ;~ figures uail· ,. .,S Rice. '> Dry'crop. Garden. able. . Z ... 
, . E •. a . p, R., B. Ro. Re. ~, 

p. B. p. B. p. .~ • 
Group 1 

. • 1 ... ..' 5 0 0 1- 0 0 14 0 0 143 0 0 ...... .. 2 ... ... 8 412 0 1 0 0 14 0 0 5,054 0 0 84'0 

" 3 ... ... SI 4 8 0 014 0 14 0 () 6,81~ 0 0 20'9 
.. • f, 4 ... . .. I 4 0 0 o 12 0 14 0 0 128 "0 0 374-1 
" . 5. ... ... 7 3 8 0, o 10 0 13, 0 0 4,763 0 0 40'9 -r--I---'----- 38'7 26 ....... ...... ...... 16,899 0, 9 
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Th' percentaglll kF,iir h\.'t.)I.'e- last' col.mn are calculated upon the figure. for 
fifteen villages. wbicltalon~ eoulil be sl!'parated in the&CCounts iD 6uth a manner 
a~ to give any reliltble.data W work ~pon. • ~' " , 

r ,. . -...... ~ w- '_ '. • •• ... 

,.', The rates above pr0r.0s'!d' are similar te those 'already '!'anctioned for 
, co~t!g.UOU8 ,i11agilM 01 the la IlP,and are' approved by all the "officers whose 
"oPID!oD!lI1~eDOW beCore-Gove~~ellt., The.c.ases of two villllges alone caR"~or 
Jlpec!a.l n?tlce: 1.0 Saokadgundl the enbanceFent of, reve~lle amounls to 874'{ 

, and 10 BdgaIma(1I to 142'6 pet cent. Theseapparentty high figures are fully 
, 4lnd.satisfactOrili exp'1aibe4., .pr .Mr. Wingate (aD, explana:tioo ~ndo.rsed by I,he 
.Survey 8nd.Settleme9' Com~lsslooer), aad are due to ·th& diSCOVery and measure-

• mll!!' 401' lh8li~t ti~fo( cultivated land,: hitherto- apparently held without pay· 
, ment Of a9se8s~ent ni;wJ.et" ~it'i~~tance8 de.tailed· il\ p~~agt'apb.lt of fhe,;eport 
!!f t~~I?!pcel". _"., ,." "it • " . '~, ' •. '_.' ~ , 

., .)' "It '. _. ....... "I • - .... 

',' ,.5,' ,The . proposed {aies are accordingly sanction"ed, the settlement _being 
introduced -during the current year, and the 5th ot Jul.1 fixed as the date 

'·lIP.t9 which app!ica~ion8 > for the reli,nquishuient--tJfoland llIay ~ teceivj!d. The 
-,~ew ntes.will be levie,4 'from the. ~flsuing ~ar and 'will be . guatanteed until 
',,1898-99 10 thCti+lle pe('iod of settlement will expire concurrently with that of 
:tbe Pt~er viUakes of the taluka ... •. ~p concessions ,in th'e matter pi, tblt collectioll 
"of enbanced~~venue_ appear lIece~siiry olber ,than :J.ho~ cO!ltained 'in Govern
..ment Uesolu'tion li!!J. 5,573 of (he· 21st Octoher 187 ~ winch, as remarked by 
:.!dr;~,$~'!'~t,.;.a~:811ffi~e.n"i ~orTfv~it:~~ u.~1ue p~essur't in iDdi~idua.l !lases. " 

.,. _.' .".- . ~ ~ k~· <," '..' .... 

-'To" ' , &, • .. ..,.~ r,_ _ ", 
"The Commissioner,"S. D., 

.The Collector of Kanara, '. 

. "-- . 'Pi. l,.A WREN OE. ' , 
".,A~i.Pg"Unde;Sieretary to GoverDlteut. 

-The Survey and Settlemenllqommissionel'.
The Accountant General,· '. _ " ,[ 
The Director w Land RecOrda and Agriculture, 

',,'fhe Publio Workli Depa.rtment of the ~ecretariat, 
"The Government of India. '. J,B1- Iett~r. 
The. Se9retal1 of ~t~te fo~ IndIa.. ' : ,'. ' . 


