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No. 14880,1886. 

FBOM 

To 

W. M. FLETCHER, ESQUIRB, 
Superintendent, Revenue Survey and Assessment, 

Poona and N l1sik ; 

TBB COLLECTOR·o, KHA'NDESH. 

SIR, 

I have the honour 
1. p.u. 
II. Morvahal. 
8. Ji"ai. 

Sun'ey Superintendent's Office, 
Poona, 30th NO'Vember /.886. 

to submit proposals for the first settlement of the three 
villages named in the margin which comprise the only 
part of the Pal Tappa in the Sltvda Tltluka of Khli.n
desh which is at present inhabited. 

2. The three villages now to be dealt with lie near each other about eight 
miles within the Satpuda range and about 12 or 15 miles north-west from the 
town of Rli.ver, from which they are most easily approached. They constitute 
a colony which has come into existence entirely since the first Survey Settlement 
of the Sa.vda Tltluka 30 years ago. In para. 3 of his report on the Raver 
Petha, dated 30th January 1856, Lieutenant Cow1?er, the then Superintendent of 
the Khandesh Survey, alludes thus to the tract III question: "The only excep
tion t\> this is the Pltl 'fappa,-formerly the residence of a horde of robbers call
ed Ca.nnia's gang,-which has been deserted for the last one hundred and fifty 
years. 1 t has been noticed by many writers, and its history being somewhat 
remarkable, an exaggerated impression of its size and importance appears to 
prevail. It is entered in the records as having at one time been a district con
taining seventy villages; but this hardly seems capable of being authenticated. 
Europeans who have visited this place describe it as a narrow valley, not above 
twelve miles long and three or four broad. The chief town PaI, of which some 
remains are visible; and which we may reasonably sUl'pose to have been Bome. 
what centrically situated, is about six miles from the gorge or opening of the· 
valley. The Suki Nadi (its only river) is an insignificant stream: and it 
may, perhaps, be doubted whether the population ever exceeded a few thousands. 
Its climate being deadly in the monsoon, it is unfit for habitation in its present 
state; but if the jungle of the entire district were burnt down its reclamation 
from waste might be possible." 

3. . The Pal Tappa has since those days been surveyed and contoured and 
is no lon~er a mysteflous tract of unascertained extent and nature. A large por
tion of It, however, has been made over to His Highness Holkar. and what 
remains British territory is a high-lying undulatin~ tableland, traversed by 
wooded ravines. and with much small iorest on its slopes and plateaux. Two 
little rivers, both bearing the same name Suki, are the only streams which last 
late on into the year, and the soil is generally poor, though in the hollows and 
along the nalaa there are small areas of good land. 

4. It was an object in so large a block of forest land as that formed by the 
Satpuda reserve to encourage colonisation to & limited extent with a view of 
obtaining local labour for working the forest produce. The limits of these three 

• In Ji".i or Cb&warda villages were mark~ out therefore in 1868-69 by Mr. J. 
reve,,"e WIUI collected in Pollen, then ASSistant Collector, and settlers were 
1870·,6, ill the oth .... two allowed to cultivate free* of all assessment until 
villa!!"8 in 1879-80. 1878-79, when the better portion of the land was 
broken up into numbers by the Wuka classer and roughly assessed; the revenue 
was thereupon collected on a yearly inspection, the assessment of each !lumber 
found in occupation being levied on the occupant. The operations now carried 
out by the Survey Department oomprise a regular measurement, demarcation, 

.93.-1 



and classification on the system always followed in preparation for a first Survey 
Settlement. 

5. No information as to the rainfall on the Pdl Tappa is available but 
Climate th~~ ~s no ~oubt that ~t .is much hea"ier than ~ tho 

. adJOinIng plam, tbough It 18 not so heavy lUI to prevent 
the cultivation of Jowtl.ri. I believe the climate to be favourable for the culti. 
vat~on .of valuable crops .of many ~inds, but among the Kun?i population of the 
plams It has the reputatIOn of bemg most unhealthy, and thiS has hitherto been 
a great hindrance to colonisati?n and agriculture. 

6. There is a. cart track through the hills, which starts from a point north 

C 
. t' of RAver and rea.ches Ptl.l in about 12 miles; thi. 

ommunlCa Ion. t k h' h' b . . rac , W IC IS Y no means an easy one, IS the onl1 
practicable approach for wheels, and most of the traffic with the plains is carrieil 
by pack bullocks or by head-loads. . 

7. Small timber, bamboos, and such like forest produce, form the only 
Ma k to d trad staples of trade, with the exceptIOn of cattle; the latter 
. r. e. an •• are kept and bred in consi~erable numbers by the 

WanJarlB, w~o make up the greater part of the populatIOn, and subsist far more 
on the earmngs and produce of their cattle than on the desultory cultivation 
which some amongst them carry on. 

8. The population is shown by the special census taken last year by the 
A Collector to amount in all to 1,178 souls; of whom it 

di~~Pt'!~d B.S" ppen- appears that Musalmans. Lingaits and Brahmins make 
151; the remainder are nearly all Wanjaris and Bhils. 

9. The working cattle number 511 and are therefore amply sufficient to 
. . cultivate the whole of the assessed land of these viI-

Live·stock-s.e AppendiE lages (5,087 acres) ; but they are as above stated chiefly 
C. . used in the carrying trade : cows, buffaloes. and their 
young are also numerous, viz., 1,613 in all, and there are 216 goats. Theclimate 
is too moist, it appears, for sheep. 

Revenue History-Vide 10. There is no record of the area cultivated in 
Appendices D., E. and F. the first 10 years during which no assessment was 

levied. In 1879-80,· the first ye!'r after assessment 
was imposed, 3,543 acres are shown as occupied and 
Re. 1,793 were collected. In the next two years the 
record shows an increase to the extent of about Re. 150 

• In Jin.i only it will be 
Been some revenue was col. 
lected from 1876·76. 

in collections, but from this point the revenue has declined, and the return fllf 
the final year (1884-85) shows 1,917 acres occupi~d and Re. 961 collected. 

11. I have had but one opportunity of visiting the Pa.l Tappa and am not 
prepared to say, on the imperfect information available, what may be the true 
interpretation to be put on the above figures. More than one ez:planation of course 
is possible: it may be that the colonists are being gradually driven away by the 
climate and the difficulties inseparable from an isolated situation, and that in a 
short time none will .remain : but it seems to me that though this may be true 
of any Kunbi settlers, who indeed could scarcely be expected to remain here 
while waste land is still to be had in the plain, it is very likely that the Wanjaris, 
who are the only ~ace besides the Bhils to whom the climate at present scems 
suitable and who are notoriously not fond of agriculture, may be resigning the 
land they took up when free of assessment, but have nevertheles8 every intention 
of holding to the settlement as a good head-quarters for their cattle and lor 
their occupation as wood-carriers. If the latter supposition is true the colony 
will still fulfil the use for which it was desiO'ned, and it is not unlikely that in 
course of years the land will gradually be cultivated partly, by the Wanj,iris them
selves and partly by Kunbis from the plain, where waste land will not much 
lODger remain ava.ilable for cultivation. 

12.· Whatever may be the true explanation, however, it seems plain that 
. for the present occasion it will be wise in dealing with 

Proposed Ratee--AppendlJ: the question of assessment to make it an aim rather to 
retain and attract settlers than expect the full amount 
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of revenue to which the State may be fairly entitled; and this first settlement 
should be looked on as an experimental and initiatory stage during which the 
colony may have time to strengthen its roots, and acquire a permanent character. 
I.eropose, therefore, a uniform maximum rate of 12 annas which, though it 
wIll give a reduction on the total present revenue, will suit the requirements of 
the case;-

Pusn". BY g"" ........ 

Manmum Governm~t Government Government Un. TotaL P ..... n .. Nomberof Dry-crop Ocoupied lAnd. Ocoupied lAnd. occupied Land. 
Vw.g ... Bale. 

ag .. 

Ac_ Rupees 
collected. Aorea. .'4= Rupees. 'Acru. Rupees. A ...... Rupeea. 

Rs. e.. p. 
3 o 12 0 1,917 961 2,434 625 2,479 389 4,916 1,014 -35'0 

13. The total decrease, it will be seen from tho above statement, amounts 
to Ra. 336, equal to 35'0 per cent. on ~e assessment hitherto levied. 

14. There are 14 acres of land irrigated from wells on which the dry.crop 
rate only will of course be levied, and which thus assessed yield RB. 6 assessment. 

15. The Government unoccupie!i land amounts to acres 2,479 assessed at 
Ra. 389. 

16. The following statement sh9wsthe result of the proposed settlement 
under every head ;-

Plus ..... 

Ac .... Aueument. 

Rs. 

Government occupied land ... ... 1,917 988 
Governmentunoccupiedarable waste. 2,991 1,496 
loo1ms ... ... ... ... )77 86 
Government unarable, unassessed, 

&0 .... ... ... ... ... 12,010 .. . 
Totel ... 17,095 2,570 

-
By S1lBVD'. 

Jr.cr8l. Alaellmont. 

Re. 

2,434. 62!) 
2,479 389 

174 37 

11,840 ... -
16,927 1,051 

Coli -of tiODS 
Judi on 
In ...... 

. .. 
'" . .. 
. .. -... 

17. In conclusion, I would beg that no tilDe may be lost in forwarding 
these proposals for the consideration of Government, so that the new settlement 
may, if possible, be introdlicedin February next. 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Your most obedi"nt Servant, 

W. M. FLETCHER, 
Superintendent, Revenue Survey and Assessment. 

Poona and N II.Bik. 
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TAlUkL Cute. 
Unaor16 Abon 16 

,. ..... 01 Age. rean of Age. 

1 2 3 4 

Christiana ••• . .. ... .., 
.Tewa ... ... ... ... 
Jains ... ... ... .. . 

a Government viI. 
Lingtyata ... 2 lagel of the Savds ... ... 

TRInka of the 
Mnsalm4ns ... 81 87 KMndesla Col1eo- ... 

torata (Firs r-- 1 • SllJ'Vey). ... 
,~ J Low Caste ... 13 8 

Others .. , ... 25'1 349 

Total. ... 302 400 

APPENDIX A. 

S1'ATISTIOAL TABrilll No. IV. 

Detail 0/ Population. 

FIDLWIS. Cd' BUD oa AU !.U'Blm'G TO DO 10. 

rotal Mal ... Total 
Total of Mal ... Pamal .. 

Undor 12 AboTe12 Femalea. Column. V. 
,....,.01 Age. ,. ..... 01 Age. ",,4 VlIL 

No. Per oent- No. Por oent. 

5 6 '1 8 9 10 11 12 19 

... ... ... . .. ... . .. . .. .. . .. . 

... ... . .. .. . ... ... .. . . .. . .. 

... ... ... ... .. . ... . .. . .. .. . 
2 :2 2 4 6 ... '" .. . ... 

68 26 99 65 IS3 ... .. . ... ... 
5 . .. , '1 12 1 20'0 . .. . .. 

21 10 '1 17 98 ... ... ... .. , 
606 127 256 383 989 t D-7 ... .. , 

-----
702 165 3ll 476 1,178 6 O"T . .. ... 

W. M. FLETCHER, 
Superintendent, Revenue Survey and A eeesement, 



APPENDIX B. 
STATISTICAL TABLE ~ O. V. 
Occupation oj the People. 

DiotricL Surveyed Village&. Occupation. Number. 

1 2 3 4 

-
No. Percentage. 

... ... . .. 277 . .. 23'5 -Bavda Talnka of the KMndesh Col- I Agricultural ... 
lactomte •. , ... ... 3 Government Villages (First Survey) . .. Partly agricultnral . .. . .. . .. 189 . .. 16'1 

l N on-.ogricultural 712 60'4 

T41oka. Surveyed v~. 

~ 
a 'i ~ 

I 2 3 4 

&vda TAluka of the 3 Government vii, 1 3 
KhAud .. h Coli .. · lag .. (Firat 8urvoy.) 
torato. 

... ... . .. . .. 
--- --

'Total ... 1,178 100'0 

W. M. FLETCHER, 
Superintendent, Rilvenne Survey and Assessment, 

• Poona and Nasik. 

APPENDIX 0, 
STATISTICAL TABLE No. VI. 

RetUl"n of Houses, (JhJvdis, Well., ~c., and oj Live and Delld-stock. 

CAR'1'8 AlfD 
BOUSBS. WBLLS. 

PLOUGHS. 

1 .~ .~ .,; .. • -! 2 i ~ -a ~ .Ii l ~ ~ 
~ ~ 

g • Cl 0 1-< <:) 0; 
I-c-

5 6 7 8 9 10 111 12 13 

- --I-

7 285 296 5 5 3 13 28 61 

"" 
LIVE-STOCK. ~ 

a .. 
, • .. .. ~ H a 0 

HOl8el and Pona. Female Buffaloes. Co .... 0 • l .. 
~ 

0 

1 .. 
. ... .: 5 1 -~ 

'l!! ... 
"0 ... 

'" "0 .. 
~ r~ :i' 

~ 
-;a t to 

~ ! 1 ... 
:;! ~ ~ • ~~ g 

>: ~ 
0 5l 0 l>- I') ill 

I-
181~ ~I~ 

--- ----
14 15 16 17 20 21. 24 25 26 i27 

f---- 1- ----

34 9 43 53 34 87 1,098 428 1,526 511 '" 216 ... ... 

W. M. FLETCHER, 
Superintendent, Revenue Survey and Assessment, 

Poona and Nasik. 
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Y ... n. 

1 

1875·76 .. , 
1876·77 ... 
1877.78 ... 
1878·79 ... 
1879·80 ... 
1880·81 ... 
1881·8t ... 
1882·83 ... 
1883·841 ... 
1884t-8S ... 

APPENDIX D. 

Revenue Statement for 1 Village, Pal, situated in the Sdvda Tdluka of the Khdndesh CoUeelorate. 

UNOCCUPIBD AssB8BBD ARABLE 
OCCUPIED L.&.ND P.&.'I'lNG A88BS8IJBNT TO OOVBRNM!%'\T. GoVBIUfMlUlT LAND. 

Remiuionl. 
Realiza· Full Full tion from Oooupiod Standard Billanee Aorea. AUBllla Auction Ao ..... A ..... • oollootad. 

mont. Sal. of 
ment. Permaneut Cuual. Total. Grazing. 

'2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Ba. a •. a.. as. 

1,976 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... .. . 
1,976 ... .. , . .. . .. .. . ... ... ... 
1,964 .. , ... ... . .. ... . .. . .. ... 
1,964 ... ... .. . .. . ... .. . .. ... 
1,739 891 .. , ... ... 891 744 372 ... 
1,925 971- ... ." ... 971 559 279 ... 
1,939 976 ... .. . ... 976 545 272 ... 
1,867 938 ... ... . .. 038 634 341 ... 
1,601 807 ... ... . .. 807 917 481 . .. 
1,024 541 ... ... 26 515 1,542 771 ... 

!LAND THB RBVENUB 0' WUICH J8 TOTAL LAJI;D-GovIDUfMBMT. 
ALIBNATE BHTIBBLY OR OCCD'PIBD, UIIOt1CUPIBD. 

E'ARTl6LLY (IN,bl). AND !NAIr. 

Balance 
Full oulotand· 

RllU.BJtI. 
Aaeu· eolleotion ing at 

Full Coll .. • 
~otal Qf ment. Tololof cIon of 

AONi. 
Standard tiona, 

lUmrlll 2, Total Columna year. 
Alae ... Quit.rent, 

8 and 11. of Columnl 7,10 aDd 
mont. .t •. 3,9 and 13. 

12, 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

a.. as. :R.. 

50 ... .. . 2,026 ... ... . .. 
50 . .. . .. 2,026 .. . ... . .. 
62 ... .. . 2,026 ... . .. . .. 
62 .. , ... 2,026 ... '" .. . 
62 38 .., 2.545 1,301 8t11 ... 
62 31 ... 2,546 1,281 971 ... 
62 31 ... 2,546 1,273 976 .. . I 

I 

93 46 .. . 2,S94 1,325 938 ... I 

93 46 2,611 1,3341 807 
I 

." ... 
93 46 . .. 2.659 1.358 615 . .. 

• W. M. FLETCHER, 
Superintendent, Revenue Survey and Assessment, 

Poona and Nllsik. 



Yean. 

I 

1875·76 

1876.77 

1877·78 

1878-79 

1879·80 

1880.81 

881·82 

882-88 

88S.8./. 

1 

1 

1 

1 884-85 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 
_. 
... 
... 

APPENDIX E. 

Revenue Statement for 1 Village, Morval,al, situated in the Savda Tdluka of the Khdndesh Oollectorate. 

Ul'fOOO1.Tl"IBD A8lJB8lJ1m OoouPlBD L&n PAYUfG AalMBIlmrt' 'ro GOVJ:81'f1lDT. 
AlLABLB GoVDIOIJ:N'l' LAND. 

Remiuiona. 

Full Relir.atioD 
Full from Occupied Standard Balaace 

Acl'el. A ..... • Auction 
Acree. A ...... Perm, .. ooUec\ed. mont. Sale of mont. 

nent.. Cuual. Total. 0 ...... ,. 

--
2 3 4 6 6 7 8 9 10 

a.. B •. Ra. 

M7 ... ... ... ... .. , ... . .. .. . 
llM '" ... ... ... ... ... . .. . .. 
855 ... '" ... ... . .. ... ... . .. 
365 ... ... ... ... . .. ... ... . .. 
694 847 . .. ... . .. 341 165 82 ... 
701 350 ... ... .. 350 158 79 . .. 
669 884 ... ... ... 334 190 95 .. 
502 251 '" ... '" 

251 868 181. ... 
S68 184 ... . .. '" 184 510 255 . .. 
85 17 ... . .. .., 17 843 422 . .. 

LAlIfD ma RBvuu. o. 
TOTAL LU'D-GOVIUUfJOlllT, WHICH 1& ALlBlfATBD 

BlfTIRBLY OB. PAB.TIAJ.LY 
OOOO'PIBD, UNOCCUPIIW, 

(I ..... ). AlfD IIfAx. 

!I&lance 
outetand-

Full Ins at BU".BI. 

Full Coil ... Total of AueN· CollectiODS. oloae of 
men\. Total of year. . 

Acre .. Standard tiona, Columns Total of Columna A .. eaa- Quit.rent, 2,8. and Columna 7, 10, ment. &0. 11. 3,9, and and 13. 
12. 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
• 

Ra. R .. Ra. 

. .. ... . .. 347 ... ... . .. 

. .. ... . .. 355 ... ... ... 
43 20 . .. 398 20 ... ., . 
43 20 . .. 408 20 . .. ... 

48 20 . .. 902 449 847 ... 
48 20 . ... 902 449 350 ... 
43 20 . .. 902 449 384 ... 
44 20 ... 914 455 251 ... 
43 20 ... 921 459 184 .. , , 
43 20 ... 921 459 17 ... 

W. M. FLETCHER, 
Superintendent, Revenue Survey and .Assessment, 

Poona. and Nasik. 
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187~·76 ... 
1876-77 ... 
1877.78 .. , 
1878.7. ... 
1879.80 ... 
1880.81 ... 
1881.82 ... 
1882·88 ... 
1883-84 ... 
1884.85 ... 

APPENDIX F. 

RevenUB Statement for 1 Village, Jinsi or Chawarda, situated in the Cdvda Tdluka oj the KMndes1r. Colleetorate • 

• . UNOCCUPIED ASSESSED AlUaLB 
OOOVPmJ) L'&KD PAYUoO AsaB:ss.MD'I' 'fO GOVBJUnd.BNT. OOVBBNMBNT LAND. 

RemiuioDl. 

Full 
Real;"· 

Ocoupied Standard Balance Full tion from 

Aorea. Aasen. colleoted. 
ACrei. A.8eu. Auotion 

mont. P.ermanent Cu.ai. Total. 
men" Sol. of 

Grazing. 

2 S 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

R •. Ro. Re. 
Ro. 

665 263 .. . . .. ... 263 12 3 ... 
• 

656 "262 ... ... ... 262 77 26 ... 
769 ~02 ... .., ... 302 90 31 ... 

iSH 336 ... ... .. . 836 154 54 ... 

1,110 555 ... ... .. . 655 173 66 .. . 

1,238 619 ... ... ... 619 167 84 .. -

1,246 625 ... ... ... G25 159 80 ... 
1,241 620 ... ... ... 620 196 98 ... 
1,085 543 . .. ... ... 543 379 190 .. . 

858 430 ... .., 1 429 606 303 ... 

LAND THB RBVENUB OJ' wmOB TOTAL LAND-OovBBNIlBMT, 
I" ,ALIKJlfAT.BD INTI_SLY OB OCCUPIBD, UNOCOVPIJ,D .IID 

I'ARTlALLY (lleA.al). bA". 
Bal." .. 

ootltand· 
ing .t RIIIUKB. 

Full Colloe· Full A .. • Coli .. • 01088 of 

Stand.rd tion., Total of eaament. tiona. y ..... 

A ...... Auess- Ql1it-rent tcolumn,2, Total of Total of 

ment. &c. I 8 and 11. Column. a, Columnl7, 
9 and 12. 10 and 13. 

11 B 13 14 15 16 17 18 

Ro. R .. Ro. 

. .. .. . ... 6i7 2G6 263 .. . 

.. . ... . .. 733 288 262 ... 
41 20 .., 900 3~3 .'302 ... 
41 20 . .. 1,069 410 336 ... 
41 20 ... 1,324 641 555 .. . 
41 20 . .. 1,446 'i'.!3 619 .. . 
41 20 ... 1,446 725 625 .. . 

41 20 ... 1,478 73/l 620 .. . 
41 20 ... I,L05 763 643 ... 

41 20 ... 1,505 753 429 ... 

W. M. FLETCHER, 

Superintendent, Revenue Survey and A88essment, 
Poooa and N asik. 
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"'APf>~~InX' U. 
S{atB7llent riferred to in pam. If! of tl.6 Poolia and Ndsire Ret'llllue Survey Superintendent's Rep01i No. 148801 the 90111 NOtIsmber 188u, !or 

. three Government Villages sitUII.wd in tlle Sdvda Tala,", oj tl.e 11IKindeM Col/edorate. 

Nameot Average [or 
Village. 

~ -s • 7, 

3 4 II 

... { 
6 yeat'll from 

101<0·81 \0 
I ~III ... ItlS4-85. 

For 1884·86. 

\ 
li yftmn from 
I~SO-81 to 

2 Mor .. b.1 ... ) 1~"·85. 

For 1384·811. 

-
( IOyoaraCrom 

3 Jin.i or cha·1 
18i5-76 to 
1~"I-ll5. 

W"'~.. I LS yean from 
ItlSO·81 to 
18114-86. 

l For 1884-85. 

Totalo 
1664-85. 

ACCOIlDINO TO MAIdUL. ACCORDING TO SURVEY. ~ j 
- - 8 
~ KKAlJu. OOCVP •• D LAND. ! Ita ....... 0."" .... LA_I>. 8 I - Unocoupllll .!l UDOOC~~ .& 
I O.rd~ I~'" I Remil.i.n .. 

Wute. .. 
Rice. 1 

W .. to. 41 Il. Dry.crop. Total. ~ Dry.crop. Oarden. Total. 

i • j l ] IT 
-

I L i ~ 
~ 

f 1 i j 41 1 ~ 

1 to 1 "'I 

1 ~; '" 
~ 

1 1 ~ t :;; i .. .. 
1 1 

1 
'i 1 ~ 

.. 
a f \I 9, 

j • ~ I a 

J ill r i tl ]1 .~ 
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(Below Mr. Fletcher'. Report No. 1488, dated 30th Nonmber 1886, and accompanimenta on the 
three villagee.] 

No. 9421 or 1886. 

Camp .A.mal'ler, 8tA DecemlHr 1886. 

MEMORANDUM. 

Forwarded to the Commissioner, Central Division. The undersigned has 
not seell the Pal Tappa and he can therefore add nothing to the remarks made 
by the Superintendent. He had heard that the colony had shown signs of 
breaking up since the death of the Patel, who was one of the first settlers, and the 
statement ap{lended to Mr. Fletcher's report shows that the decreue in cultivation 
has been rapid during the last five years, eSp'ecially iu Morwho.l. Doubtless, as 
Mr. Fletcher says, the Vanjaris and Bhils will stay and cultivate some land, snd 
poasibly some Kunbis mar. be attracted, by the favourable rates now proposed, 
from the crowded plain villages of Savda. The undersigned would recommend 
that Mr. Fletcher's proposals should be sanctioned. 

To 
The Commissioner, C. D. 

No • .!'e. or 1886. 

W. W. LOllR, 
Acting Collector of KMndesh. 

Poona, 14th December 1886. 

Forwarded to the Survey and Settlement Commissioner for the favour of 
remarks. 

To 

No. 2207 or 1886. 

E. C. OZANNE, ESQUIRE, 

A. T. CRAWFORD, 
Commissioner, C. D. 

Acting Survey and Settlement Commissioner; 

THE COMMISSIONER, C. D. 
Poona, 26th Decembel' 1886 . 

.sIR. 

I have the honor to return the papers received with your endorsement 
No. R. 5560, dated 14th instant. . 

2. They deal with the introduction of a survey settlement into the isolated 
tract called the Pal Tappa of the Savda Tli.luka of the KhH.ndesh District. I 
have very little to add to the succinct report submitted by Mr. W. M. Fletcher, 
the Survey Superintendent. 

3. A revision settlement was last year introduced into the Savda Taluka 
with the exception of the three villages forming the Pal Tappa, and three'· Inam 
villages. The record of the settlement is already published (Gov~rnment S~I~c
tion No. CLXXXVI., New Series,) which contains a map from which the POSltlOD 

of the Pal Tappa can be readily seen. 
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4. The Pal Tappa is especially interesting on account of the successful 

attempt made by the KMndesh Collector in 1867 to re-people a long-deserted 
tract suitable for cultivation. The Gazetteer, Vol. XII., pp. 400-;i01, describes 
the steps taken which are given with more detail in Mr. Fletcher's report . 

• 5. That offioer urges that' the colony should be fostered to a limited extent 
in· order that labour may be locally obtainable for working the forest produce. 
I thought it advisable to consult the Conservator of Forests. Mr. Shuttleworth 
offers no objection but adds that u a large proportion of the population is com. 
U posed of Vanja.ris who are professional camers and drive their pack bullocks 
.. 10 all directions during the fair sesson. They chiefly take grain down, to the 
.. coast and return with salt. 'By establishing their hev.d.quarters in the Pal 
.. Tappa settlement these men obtain free grazing for their cattle." It appears 
then that the Conservator does not value the colony on the ground indicated by 
Mr. Fletcher though there is no !Jbjection to the existence of the colony. Indeed 
such objection there could not be, seeing that the colonists have long ceased to 
enjoy any special forest privileges. I quote from the Government Resolution 
(No. 3284, dated 8th June 1881). The Commissioner said: "As regards the 
.. privileges conceded to the colonists at Pal, I concur with the Conservator that 
.. there is great danger of the reserve forest being completely destroyed if free 
.. access is needlessly granted." The orders passed by Government were that 
there .. is no reason Yo'hy exceptional privileges should be granted to them. The 
.. colony has now been fostered for 12 years and has thoroughly taken root, alld 
.. the colonists may now be placed on the same position as other villagel! in the 
.. hills." 

6. I think that Mr. Shuttleworth in describing the occupation of the Van
j4ris in the tappa rather describes the former than the present condition of this 
interestin~ class. They have to a great extent lost their old trade of carriers 
and have ID the open parts of Kh4ndesh settled down to more or less desultory 
tillage and in the wilder tracts and in the adjoining territory of the Holkar 
taken to ,cattle-breeding. It is not an exaggeration to say that the 
Deccan cultivator is almost entirely dependent on the Vanj4ris for his 
annual supply of plough cattle. The Vanj3.ris of the plains bring cattle 
from those of the hills and march throughout the length and breadtn of the 
Deccan. They sell on trust and collect their dues on their return journey, when 
the rayats having reaped and' disposed in part of their produce find it most 
conveuient to pay. Government is greatly indebted to the Vanj4ri,9, and the 
useful work done by them is ri~htly noticed in this report, because thE! head
quarters of the cattle, breeders IS in the Jinsi village of the Pal TapPI!- The 
Gazetteer gives many interesting facts connected with their past and present 
condition and shows how they have adjusted themselves to the times of railways 
and good roads (Gazetteer, pp. 41, 107, 136, 218). In the Savda report Mr. 
Fletcher remarks: .. The carriage of timbers and bamboos from the Satpud4s 
.. is chiefly in the hands of the Vanjaris. Cattle-breeding is only carried on b7 
.. them. Their head· quarters are at Jinsi. Besides breeding, an annual trade IS' 

.. carried on in cattle purchased young in Rajputana, Central India and kept for 

.. a year or two and then sold in Khandesh and the D\lccan." 

7. My object in making these references is to show what excellent reasons' 
still remain for fostering the colony of the Pal Tappa and to claim that the pro
posals made by Mr. Fletcher do what is right and fair towards them as far as 
action on the part of the Survey Department is possible. The colony is at 
present not in a flourishing condition. How far the deprivation of special forest 
privileges is an explanatory reason I cannot say, but there is one special reason, 
for Shev Chavan Patel, the founder of the colony, is dead. 

8. The Collector supports the proposals for settlement and I am of opinion 
that they may b8 unreservedly accepted. The proposed maximum rate (12 
annaa) is not too low. The dry-crop maximum for the nearest villages of the 
taluka is Re. 1-10-0, but in one case a settled and prosperous population is being 
dealt with. In the other the new settlement is a novelty. It is also experi. 
mental in that it follows on periods first of rent-free tenure up to 1878-79 and 
th4ln of a rough division into fields by the taluka classer, the latter step leading 
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np to, and educating the colonists to the settled tenure. The liberality of 
the settlement proposed will tend also to induce the colonists to settle down 
to ordinary tillage without diminishing their usefulness ~ cattle-breedere. 

9. I have only to request that the papers _ may be submitted to Govern
ment at your earliest convenience in order that tbe settlement may be given out 
early in February, for otherwise the Superintendent's movementa will be unne
cessarily hampered. 

10. The guarantee should be for 29 years, 80 that the tappa may fall in for 
revision with the rest of the Savda Tliluka. 

I have, &e., 
• E. C.OZANNE, 

Acting Survey Commissioner. 

(Khandesh Collector's Memorandum No. 9421, dated 8th December 1886, 
forwarding Survey Superintendent's No. 1488, dated 30th November, to his 
address regarding proposals for the introduction of the survey settlement into 
Pal Tappa in the Savda Taluka of the KMndesh District.) . 

No. R.-51 or 1887. 

REVINUB DE;ARTHEN1'. 

Poona, 7th Jutluary 1887. 

Submitted to Government together with Mr. Ozanne's letter No. 2207, 
dated 26th December 1886. 

2. Messrs. Fletcher, Loch, and Ozanne agree in recommending the in
troduction of the survey settlement into Pal 'rappa, and are unanimous in 
thinking that the low rate of 12 annas per acre would attract settlers from the 
adjoining plain country to come and settle there. 

3. Undersigned has no personal knowledge of the Pal Tappa. colony. But 
from the past history and description given of it in these papers he feels unable 
to advise Government to accord sanction to these proposals. 

4. The climate of the 'fappa is insalubrious and the place does not other
wise offer any extraordinary advantages to people from the plains below. 

5. Of the existing population numbering 1,178, 712 belong to the non. 
agricultural class, while Hl9 live partly by agriculture and partly by other occu· 
pation. 277 people alone live exclusively by agriculture (vide Appendix B to 
Mr. Fletcher's letter· No. 1488). Kunbis are the only steady agriculturists in 
this part of the country, but it appears from paragraph 8 of Mr. Fletcher's report 
that few or none of them have settled in the Pal Tappa. 

Wanjaris and Bheels apparently constitute the agricultural comlounity of 
the Tappa. But these classes pri1lcipally live on the produce of cattle and tim
ber-cutting and neglect agricultur~. They will settle there as long as they can 
get free grazing for their cattle and are likely to leave the tract if they are 
required to pay for grazing, which will doubtless be the case if the survey rates 
are introduced. 

6. The statistics furnished by Mr. Fietcher clearly show that the colony 
is in a declining state, and that there are few, if any, signs at all, of its acquiring 
fresh life and vigour. The popUlation has been gradually clearing out, the 
revenue shows a remarkable falling off, and the only people who stick to the 



13 

locality ar~ the .half civilized Bheels and Wanjaris. ,To introduce a survey 
settlement in such an .. unpromisin~ and ill-favoured tract, would, in my opinion. 
be a mistake, and I altogether fail to see why statistical purposes having been 
served by the survey operations, th" existing system should not continue, and 
how the imposition of survey rates, small iii ill true, but yet higher than what is 
now paid, will attract settlers to the eolony-I would leave well alone. 

I 93'-4 

ARTHUR CRAWFORD, 
Commissioner, C. D. 
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Revp,n,,~ bUI,'ey (llul A,seBsment: Introduction (If II survey settlMnent inl4J II" 

ilIoTatell 'nUlt called the Pal Tappa of the Stivda 7'dluka of the Khande4h 
District. 

No. 1002. 

Boml.!ay Castle, 12th February 1887. 

Memorandum from the Commissioner, C. D., No. R.-lil, dated 7th Jannary 1887-Sub. 
mitting the popera 
noted in the margin, 
containing propoaale 
for the introduction 
of a snrvey settle
ment into the viI. 

l.etter trom the Superintendent, Revenue 81UTey and Alleument, Poona 
aDd Nilik. No. 1488, dat.td 30th November 1886. 

Memorandum from the Colleclo\' of KhAndeoh, No. 9421, d.ted 8th Decem
ber 1~86. 

Letter from tho S~rv"1 ud Settlement CommiJllion8r, No, 2207, dakd 24th 
December 1886. 

lages ef Pit!, Morvahal and Jinsi which comprise the only part of the Pill Tappa in the 
Sa.vda Tltluka III the Khllndesh Distrj!;'t which is at present inhabited. 

RESOLUTIoN.-Mr. Fletcher's proposals which are reasonable and are sup_ 
ported by the Collector and the Survey Commissioner may be sanctioned at 
once, and the new system introduced without delay. 

To 
The Commissioner, C. D., 
The Collector of Khltndesh, 

T. D. MACKENZIE, 

Acting Secretary to Government. 

The Survey and Settlement Commissioner, 
The Director of Agriculture, 
The P. W. D. of the Secretariat, Irrigation, 
The .Accountant General. 


