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From or flo whom.. 

Governor Sir J. West 
Ridgeway. 

To Gov~rnor Sir J. West 
Ridgeway. 

Governor Sir J. West 
Ridgeway. 

To Governor Sir J. West 
Ridgeway. 

Governor Sir J. West 
Ridgeway. 

Ditto ... 

To Governor Sir J . West 
Ridgeway. 

Governor Sir J. West 
Ridgeway. 

Ditto ..• 

.•. 
Ul 
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pate. .. . , 

,1897. 
\-

M..r.:h 18 
(Rec. April 12). 

July 7. 

Oct. 15 
(Rec. Nov. 15). 

1898. 

June 10. 

November 18 
t Rec. Dec. 12). 

1899. 

Dec. 13, 1898 
(Rec. Jan. 2,. 1899). 

January 18. 
Telegram. 

February 21S 
(Rec. March 18). 

February 28 
(Ree. March .18). 

Subject. 

Submits "An Ordinance relating to 
Claims to Forest, Chena, Waste and 
Unoccupied Lands" (No.1 of 1897), 
with the Attorney·General's report, a 
letter from Mr. C. J. A. H. Le 
Mesorier, aud a memorandum 
thereon by the Treasurer. 

Transmits, for consideration and 
report, copies of a petition to the 
House of Loris from certain owners 
of land in Ceylon, and a memo
randum by Lord Stanmore; no 
ad vice will· be tendered to Her 
Majesty respecting the Ordinance 
submitted in No. 1 pending the 
Governor's reply. 

Replies to Lord Stanmore's objec
tions to the Ordinance, and encloses 
memorand~ by various officials. 

, 
Transmits a further memorandum by 

Lord Stanmore and one by, Mr. 
Layard commenting thereon; . sanc
tions the :Ordinance ant.! suggests 
certain amendments; asks for a 
report as to how far the clauses of 
Chapter 3 bf Ordinance 10 of 1885, 
relating to village forests, have 
beon utilized and have produced 
beneficial results. 

Furnisbes report asked for in No. 4 
respecting the effect of the clauses 
in Chapter 3 of Ordinance 10 of 
1885, which relate to village forests. 

Submits, with explanations, draft of 
an Ordinance to amend Ordinance 1 
of 1897; requests telegraphic in
structions. 

Approves draft Ordinance submitted 
in No.6. 

Transmits, with observations and a 
report thereon by Mr. Lewis, Special 
Commissioner, a memorial from 
Mr. Le Mesurier relative to the 
alleged spoliation by the Crown of 
village lands in the Matara district; 
considers' that such representations 
are not deserving of serious con .. 
sideration by Her Majesty's Govern
ment. 

Transmits, with observations, memo
rial from Mr. Le Mesurier, taking 
exception to certain amendments in 
the draft Ordinance submitted in 
~o. 6. 

Pa.ge. 
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32 

39 

66 

75 

76 

78 

78 

89 
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11'0. 

1899. 

10 Lieutenant Go~_ Sir March 29 
E. N. Walker. (Ree. April 15). 

11 DiUD ._ April 3 
(Ree. AprilU). 

12 Mr. C. J. R. Le Mesmer, May 14-
i 

13 Lieutenant Governor Sir April 22 
E. N. Walker. (Ree. May !!i). 

14 Mr. C. J. R. Le Mesnrier May 17. 

15 Ditto ... May 24. 

16 To Lieut. Governor Sir May 25. 
E. N. Walker. 

17 Lieuteuant Governor Sir May 10. 
E. N. Walker. (Rec. May 29). 

18 Ditto ... May 16 
(Ree. June 5). 

.19 Ditto ... May 17 
(Rec. June 5). 

·1 

SoLmile .. An Ordi_ 10 amend ,9! 
Ol\linance, No 10f 1891, intituled. 
• An Ordinance .... lating to Claims to 
Forest, Chena, W ... te, and l! nocco. 
pied Lands'" ~o. 1 of 1899): Ii 
was paIII!ed withont opposition. 

Forwarde 8 forther memorial from 100· 
Mr. Le Mesnrier claiming redretll 
fnr certain alleged grievancea: deals 
ca~cally with the allegations: 
considers that Mr. Le Mesnrier has 
not 8 shadow of grievance. 

Asks that claimante against the Crown 143-
of Lands in the Ma..... District 
should have access to certain records. 

States that the allegations in the first 1M 
two paragraphs of Mr. Le Mesurier's 
forther memorial of February 4, 
1899, have been already dealt with, 
and that hia complaints that an 
armed body of police ... as oent to 
intercept him in U.e Matera district 
were without jootification. 

Alleges inaccnracies in the Informa- 145-
tion supplied by the Governor, 
and asks for an independent 
enqniry. 

Invites attention to the speech of the 146-
chairmnn of the Chilaw Association 
on the subject of the Ordinance, and 
refers to certain Administration 
Reports as showing the harm done 
by stopping -the people -from cnlti-
vating their village chenao. 

Sanctions the Ordinance snbmitted in 146-
No. 10, but considers that it should 
be amended, as indicated, to carry 
out the main object of the original 
Ordinance, viz., the friendly settle-
ment of outstanding claims. 

Encloses copy of a Memorandum by 147 
Mr. J. P. Lewis. replying to a letter 
published by Mr. Le Mesnrier in 
English newspapers, pnrporting to 
contradict miastatements by Lord 
Selborne. 

Encloses copy of a judgment by tee 152: 
District J ndge, Matara, in a suit in
stituted by the Crown for the re

,covery from Mr. Le Mesurier of a 
block of land . 

Encloses copy of 8 letter from Mr. !!iT 
- Le Mesoriei' . complaining of the 

refo .... 1 to furnish him with certified 
extracts from the Tax Wattorns, 
with remarks of the officers con-
cerned and reply to Mr. La Masuri,:r . .. 
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No. From or to whom. 

I 
D8~ Subject. I Page. 

I 18~9. , 
i -,'-

20 Mr. C. J. R. Le Mesurier 
, 

,oe20. Complains as to the action taken by 162 • 
the Colonial Government in regard 
to certain cases brought against him 
under the Ordinance. and as to the 
difficulties placed ill his way of 
recovering costs. 

21 To Mr. C. J. R. L. Me· June 29. Informs him tha.t Mr. Chamberlain i. 163 
surier. unable to admit the accuracy either 

of his (Mr. Le Mesurier's) accouut 
of the objects of the Ordinances and 
their administration. or of his com-
plaints against the Colonial Goveru· 
ment. 

22 i To Lieutenant Governor June 30. Transmits copies of Nos. 12, 14. 15. 20 Im~ 

I 
Sir E. N. Walker. and 21; quotes a statement received 

from the Chief Justice referring to 
the allegation made that he ha.l 
expressed disapproval of the princi-
ples of the Ordinance; refers to 
No.4. and expresses confidence that 
care will be shown for bona fide 
native claims as distinguished from 
those of land speculators. 

-

2951 


