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PREFACE. 
Tbe inquiry intlt the Silk Industry in India, of whicl;i the following pages 

ar~ II: rep?rt,. was commenced' in India on December l~t., 19~5. In proposing 
~bls mqUlry In the first place, tbe Government of IndIa 'pOInted out that the 
mdustry' had for many years. been steadily declining: the ·figures attached 
!llustrate th!s (Appendix I) and the following abstract from these figure.~ 
IS more definlte;- ' 

India's trade, 

Ilaw.iilk imporls (net) {I 884-11100 average 
• 1909·19I<;. " 

r188i-I1l00 " 

Raw silk exports, In(lian. '119011-1914" 

, • {188+-1900 S.II, manufactures Imports (net). ]909-1914 :: 

Silk manufsetu .... expoTt,s • {1884-1900 .. 
19U9-1914 " 

Raw silk import8-incr<'ase of 2f> per cent. 

2,000,000 it .. 
2,500,000 " 
],706,000 " 

(Kashmir 0)' 
],712,000 lb •. 
(Kashmir 300,000 lb •. ) 

t 900,000 
" ] ,SOO,oou 
" - 1.:15,000 
" 411,OOn 

" "exports-st_ly. Deduct K .... hmir and there i. 11 per cent declin~, 
Manufactures imports-Increaee of ]00 pel' c~nt. 

" elport_Decrea •• of 64 per cent. 

Import_Analysis of. 

Silk piece goo<l. r 884·] 900 average 
• 1909·lIlJ4 " 

Silk a.n~l cotton, etc" mixed { J88+-1900 
· 1909-1914 

Yaro, warps, noils, etc. { 188+-]900 
• 1909·1914 

Increa'." are: -Silk cloth 7+ per cent,. 
Mixed cloth 100 per cent. 
Yam, .to. SSS per cent. 

" 
" 
" 
" 

% 
615.000 

1,172,000 
] 71.000 
3~0,OOO 

66,OOa 
286,000 

This decline was attributed to these causes : extension of the industry 
in Japan-inferior breeds .of worms-disease-defective reeling-use of 
substitutes for silk-ignorance-dirt-want of organisation-introduction 
of more profitable crops. If these causes could he removed and the industry 
placed on a sound footing, "very substantial benefits both agricultural and' 
mdustrial would result." . . 

2. AttemptS had' been made spasmodically to revive the industry, with no 
results save in Kashmir and Mysore: and it was certain that unless more 
was done, the position of India. as a. silk exporting country would be lost. 
After reviewing possible courses. it was pointed out that it was insufficient 
to rely on provincial efforts alone: "the revival throughout India of an 
industry which was formerly in a. Ilourishing condition is a. matter of more 
than merely local importance": but before embarking on any scheme, it was 
necessary to have a comprehensive and scientific examination of the subject; 
the problem is not only sericultural but industrial; "the whole industry in 
its various stages must be brought into touch with modetn methods, if it IS to 
be developed on right lines": the value of co-operative credit development 
needed to be examined:· and the result of the inquiry might well be that the 
industry could not he saved, or that it had been replaced by more profitable 
industries. its extinction being then a matter that need cause nQ concern. 

S. The above summarises and quotes from the despatch from the Govern
ment of India. proposing this inquiry and the report below is the result ot 
the inquiry now concluded. . . 
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4. In commencing the inquiry, it W88 proposed to include an investigation 
of the industry in Japan al;ld China: and it w~s fowld that it W88 desirable 
to provide separatelv for an inquiry wto the trade, with reference specially 
to statistics; accordingly Mr. E. C. Answge, LC.S., was placed on special 
duty and toured with the Silk Specialist in Bombay, the Punjab and Mysore : 
at this point, the services of the Silk Specialist were refJ.uired in Mesopota
mia: Mr. Ansorge continued his inquiry and his report deals with the trade 
in the Punjab. Bombay and Madras, and in India generally: it was un
fortunately impossible to depute him for a sufficient time to complete his 
inquiry in Burma: his deputation ended in June and shortly after the Silk 
Special'ist returned from military duty. The inquiry in Japan and China 
had to be abandoned and this leaves the investigation to some extent 
incomplete. . 

5. The inquiry has been pursued in all parts of British India, in Mysore. 
Kashmir, Travancore, Indore, Gwalior and many Native States. It is 
impossible to enumerate the great number of persons, official and, non-official, 
to whom the auth.ors of t~is report are deeply indebted for assistance and 
for the supply of mformation : the co-operatIOn of members of the Chambers 
of Commerce has been of very great value: Messrs. Anderson, Wright & Co. 
in Calcutta, have been closely associated with the inquiry in Bengal: and the 
investigation has been made easy and pleasant by the cordial assistance 
rendered by all who were approached for information. 


