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PREFACE 

THE purpose of the present study is to elucidate in a 
realistic way the viking traffic and possibly contribute a 
chapter to economic history. 

My interest in the viking traffic and my decision to at
tempt an interpretation of it is in good part due to a number 
of comments on the activities of the Swedes in Russia in 
viking times by Professor V1adimir G. Simkhovitch. I am 
further indebted to Professor Simkhovitch for stimulating 
advice during the preparation of the study. I owe a great 
debt of gratitude to Dr. Joseph Dorfman, Columbia Uni
versity, for his thorough criticism and numerous sugges
tions, especially with regard to the organization of the 
material. Professor John H. Wuorinen, Columbia Uni
versity, gave me much valuable advice in matters pertaining 
to Scandinavian history. My appreciation is also extended 
to Professors Leo Wolman and Arthur R. Burns, Columbia 
University and Dr. Robert L. Sharp, Wheaton College, who 
have read the manuscript. Miss Hamet Peck, Librarian of 
RensseIear Polytechnic Institute, has aided me greatly in 
making available a number of necessary books. 

S. A. A. 
Tltov, NEW You: 
JUNE, 1936. 



CONTENTS 

CHAPTER I 

lDtroduction • • • • • • 

CHAPTER Il 

Material Background. · . · · · · . · . · 
CHAPTER III 

Social Order • . . . . · . · · · · . · · 
CHAPTER IV 

Population . . . . · · · · · · . · 
CHAPTER V 

Ships, Organization and Tactics .. .... . 

CHAPTER VI 

Operations in Russia and Constantinople .• 

CHAPTER VII 

.... 
It 

. . · · . . . . . · 16 

. · · . . · 3fi 

. · · . . . · . 53 

6. 

82 

Operations in the Insular Regions of Northwestern Europe . ... 99 

CHAPTER VIII 

Operations on the Western Shores of Continental Europe .. . . . 12..1 

Summary ••• 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

IHDllX .... 

CHAPTER IX 

146 
159 



INDEX 

Aach .... 132 
Aarhus, 2S, 54 
Ad,lsysl" 84 
Adam of Bn:men, 18, '5, 30, 3'l. 

,58,6g 
Aethelred, 75, 1090 It I 
Aethelstan, 78. 106-1 
Aix, 131-32 
Alao Barte_ 138 
Aldeigjaborg, 83 
Alexandu, 75 
Alexi. (Emperor), fJ7 
Alfred the Great, 12, 20, 22, 63-4. 

72,80, 136-37 
Algecira~ 129 
Allmoge, 17 
Am2gus2D, n6 
Andernack, 131, 133 
Ang ..... 130, 138 
Anglia, 102 
Anjou. 129 
Anskar,29 
Antwerp, 123 
Anwind. i'S 
Aquitaine, 123, 126, 130, la6 
Armagh, 101, 116 
Asa-Religion. 44. 141 
AshingtOll, H2 
Asia Minor. 24 
Askiold, 89 
Asmund, 13, 68 
Astrakhan, 88 
Athelney, 103 
Auur, 13 

Bagsaec, 7S 
Baku, 94 
Balearic Islaods, 129 
Bamborough, 109 
Bectric. 100 
Bedfordshire, >10 
Beormas (Bjarmiaos), 22 
Bud ... 95 
Bergen. 59 
Berkshire, 110 
Bernicia,l02 

Birka, 16, 29-31 
Birkarlar, 31 
Bithynia, 92 
Bjarmalaod, 22, 27. 98 
Bjiiriro, 29 
BjOrn, :28 
Black Sea, 81. 88-90. 92 
Blackwater (River), loS 
Blaulaod, 129 
BlodOrn, 79 
BIois. 126 
Blotmac mac: F1ainn. 120 
Boe, 13 
Bonn, 132 
Bordeaux, 119. 126 
Bornholm. 13 
Bospilorus, 89-90 
BouIogne, 78, 104 
Brabant, 131, 133 
BriinnO. 29. 33. sS 
Bristol, 33. 99. 104. 119 
Brithnoth, log 
British Museum. 22. 34 
Brittany. I26l 12B-ZO 
Bnsges, 25 
Bnmanburh, 7lI. 106 
Brynjolf. 145 
Buckinghamshire, 1.10 
Bulgar.88 
Bulgaria, 93. 97 
Burgundy. 135-36. 138 

Cadiz,124 
Camargue, 129 
Cambridge. 102. IIG 
Cambridgeshire, 110 
Canterbury, 62. 110 
CapeStadt,6g 
Carloman, 133-34 
Carlingiord Locbt 4S, 1,16-17 
Carolingian Empire. 12, 45. 56. 10, 

82, 134-.25. 137. 139-40. 144-
Caspian Sea, 83. 88-g. 94-5, 100 
Cearbball, lI8 
Cenn Fuaid. 118 
Champagne, 136 

'59 



160 INDEX 

Charlemagne, '10-72, 123, 127, 133 
Charles the Bald, 125-128, 1JO, 131. 

133, 141 
Charles the Fat, 132-35 
Charl .. the Simple, 137 
Char, 125 
Cbernigov, 91 
Ches.y, 136 
Chester, 107 
Chippenbam, IOf 
Orud., 84 
Oontarf, 1'19 
COIlt, 65. n 1-13 
Coblenz, 133 
Collingford Loch, 76 
Cologne, '31-32 
Conde, 133 
Constantine HI, 106 
Constantinople, 13, 14. 27, 33. 75. 

S2-84. Il6-93, g6 
Cork, n9 
Coont Eberhard, 132 
CourI.od,'7. 82, 98 
Crete, g6 
Cumberland, lOO 

Danege1d, 1Q9, 113.- 123, IJ6..39 
. Dane1aw, 10'Z-<l4. 107, UZ 

Danube. 92 
Deira, 102 
Devonshire, 10& 
Dir,89 
Dnieper, SI, 86, 88-89. 94-9S 
Domaldr, 44 
000,94 
Dorchester, loo, 102, 103 
Dordognes, 125 
Dorstad, 2S, JO, 123, 125 
DubbgaiU,n6 
Dublin, 27, 99. 105-<16, lI5-19 
Duisburg, 132 
Dumbarton. 10S 
Dvina, z8, 88-89 

Eadred, 107 
Eadric. 112 
East Anglia, 63-64. 78, 103-05, 109-

10 
East Kent, III 
Ebb<,I03 
Eberhard, 132 
Edmund lronside, III-12 
Edward the Confessor, III 
EgiI Ska1Iagrims.on, 27, 49 
E1be, US 

Elsloo, 132 
Emperor'. Guard, "" 96 
Eric 1,97 
Eric Blood-Axe, 100-07 
Eric the Jarl, 83-84 
Enn, 54. 62, Ir? 
Eriu, 1I9 
Erling Ska\gson, IS, 17. 40 
Eruli, 12 
Essex, 108, Ilo, Il2 
Estonia. 82, 104 
Eupbraus,34 
Exe, 103 
Exeter, 103 
Eyas,88 
Eysysla,84 
Eyviod the Easterner, uS 
Eyvind the Skald, 43 

Fairhair, Harald, IJ. 33. 36. ~if1. 
sS. 1~31 

Faroes, 59, 73, 120, 122 
Federati, 96 
Feidlmid, "S 
Femern. 83 
Finngaill, 116 
Finnmarken. 2-3 
Five Boroughs. 103-
Flanders, 25-26. 99. 125. 128, 131, 133 
Folke,3I 
Francia. 127-28 
Frank's Casket, 22 
Frisi .. 32, Ss, 123, 125. IJ2. 133 
Fyris, 13 

Gai!~ fI8 
Galicia, 6J, 129 
Ganger-Roll, ~47. 140 
Ganza1in, 1»-27 
Gardar, I2J 
Gardarik. 83. loS 
Garonne, 124-25 
Gauts,2I 
Ghent, Iz6. IJI 
Glanleuil, 126 
Gndfred. 2S. '''3, Iz6" 132-33. 139 
GObtad, 66. 69 
GOtaland (Gothaland) I 12,21, 37, 74 
GOtar.74 
Gotland, 16, 29. 31, 35. ss. 74-1'S. 

83, 94 
Gonnsson, Harald, 13 
Greece. 13. Z4. 30, 81, 93 
Greenland, 65, IU, 141 
Grimsby, 114 



INDEX 161 

Gripsholm Castle. 9S 
Grobin. 17, 87 
Guadalquivir, 129 
Gudmund, 75-~ 
Gudrun. 7'5 
Gula.52 
Gulf of Finland, SS 
GuIle. 13 
Gutalag~ 41 
Gutes,3t 
Guthrum, loz..tl4 

Hafr.fiord. 64 
Hakon Jari. 49. ~. 1I0 
Halfdane (HaIvdan). ,13, 75. 102-

03.105 
Halogaland. 2<>-21. 32, 43. 68 
Halor, 29 
Halye. 29 
Hamburg, JO. 125 
Hampshire, I'IO 
Hanseatic League. g6, t45 
Harald Gudwinssou. 113 
Harald Hardradi. 96 
Harald Ironbead, 76 
Harthacnut, Il3 
Hastein. 130 
Hasten.6a 
Hastings, 110. '113 
Hangen Farm, 2J 
Hauld, 52 
Hebrides., 22. 81, 101. 107. 119-20, 

104 
Hedeby-Slesvik, 16, 2Q-Jo 
Helg .. 9J 
Helgi.9O 
Hennegan, 133 
Henric::I.u4 
Henry H, 72 
Hersart 38 
Hertfordshire. no 
Hialtland, 59 
HijgbY.13 
Honing.taclt. 30 
Holmgang, 41 
Holy Island. It 
Ho.kuld, sS 
Huntingdonshire, no 
Husbjom, 31 

Ibn-FadIan, 33. 411-49. '56-57. 73 
Igor, 81. 92-93 
Ingemund. 43 
Ingjald. 75 
Ingvarr. 9:1 

Ingvar Viufarnet 9S 
lnishmurry. 101 
Iona, 101, la&. '120 
Ipswich, loS 
Irlaudia, 22 
ISle-af-Man, '3. 8r, 10lt lOS, 107. 

no, I2Oo-2l: 
Isle-of-Wight, 63 
!tit, SS 
lvar, :IOS 

Jarlabanke, 18 
]arrow, 11, IOD-OI 
Jerusalem, 97 
Jamsborg, 76-'1'1 
Jam.vikings.;o6, ItO 
Jordan, 97 
Jordanes, 20 
Jostein, 75 
Jumieges, [23 
JuUand, 12, 18,. 21. 2S. 54 

Kare. 13 
Karl, 75 
KarIi,21 
Kent, VIO 
KettilJ 17 
Kiev. 66, 80, 85. 87-96. 143 
Kjarval, uS 
Kounngahell .. 29 
Kufu, 34 

Ladoga, 8J 
Lake Ladoga, 88 
Lake M31aren. 29. 35 
Lambay Island, ItS 
Lapland, 34 
Larv!k.3O 
Latvi .. ". B7 
Ledebammers. 6g 
Leinster, 118 
Leo VI (Emperor). 19. 90 
Limerick. u6, 119 
Lindisfarne" Ill. IOCHJI 
Lisbon. ~24. 129 
Lint, 41 
Loire, 123, 12St 127. 130-31, IJ8 
London, 62, 102.. 104. 109, 1'l2, 114 
Long Serpent 6s, 69. ,.. 
Lothar, 127 
Loui. the Abbot, t26 
Louis the German. 2S, 127. 131 
Louis the Pious. &!. 123 
Lonvain, 134 
Loval, 88 



IN..IJEX 

Afaas, Sl, 12S. 132 
Maelsaecklainn.116 
Maldron, 75. 108 
Mame,tJ6! 
Mayenne (River). 130 
Meaux. 136 
Mecklenburg. 25 
Mediterranean, 1I, 62, 12'9 
Meiun, 130 . 
Mercia. '102, 104. III-J2, 129. J37 
Meuse, 133 
Mezemma. 129 
Middlesex, lID 
Mimer.48 
Mohammedan, 94-95 
Mologa,88 
Moors, 63. 7", 129 
Mora Rocks, g 
Morocco~ 129 
Moslem, 63, 94-95 
Munster. lIS. 118 

Nadded.I2I 
Nantes.81. It9. 124, 138 
Navarre. 129 
Neknr,I29 

. Neustria, 136 
Neva.88 
New Dorchester, 101 
Nicephoru. In. 97 
Nidaros, 26, 29, 33, 6g 
Noirmoutier, 119. 123~24. 131 
Nonnandy, 22, 58, &It Ill, I36-37, 

142-43 
Norns,48 
North America. 65. 122, 141 
Northampton, lID 
Northamptonshire, IIQ 
Northey. 108 
Northumbria, 105-07, nI, ",8 
Novgorod, 81, 85, 9;-88, go, 95. 96 
Nydam, 61 

Oden .. , 29 
Odin, 29. .w. 048. 19. 141 
Odo, 136-37 
Oland.35 
Olav. '1, 2'. 44. 048, 75. "'5. IIlI 
Olav (Tree-felhorl, 40 
Olav ICuar.an. 'Ie6 
Olav the White. "7 
Olav Tryggvason, 26, 65, 69, 71. lID 
OIeg, 2'1, 6;, ?S. 90-93 

Olga, 93 
Orkesla Parish, 13 
Orkney. 59. 72-'13. 81, 120 
Orleans, 81, .26, 130, 138 
Orm, '32-33 
Oscellus, ·,28 
Oscylet, 75 
Oseberg, 66 
Ossory. 'lIS 
OstergOtland, 13 
Other .. 12, 18, 20, 22, 23. 68, 98 
Otto HI,25 
Oxfordshire. no 

Paphlagonia, 92 
Paris, 53, 76. 125. 130, 134-36 
Parret (River), IOJ 
Patriarch Photius, 90 
Pech-. 92-93 
Pereyslavl. 91 
Persia, 8g, 94 
Picardy. 133 
Picts, JOl 
Pitr ... 130 
Po!ar Star. 68 
Porliers. 130 
Portugal. 124 
Pyrenees, 124 

Quentovie, 124 

Ragnar Lodbrok. 105. 141 
Ragnhild, sS 
Ragnvald, 10S 
Reric,25 
Rheims. 127 
Rhine. 25. 126, 132-33 
RhOne, 129 
Rhos. 84. go 
Ring. 53 
Ripen (Ribe). 25. 54 
River GOta. 29 
River Kura, 9S 
River Vina. 28 
Robort (Duke of N."stria). 128-29 
Rollo, 53. 79. IJ7 
Romanus. Lecapenus. 92 
Rome. 20 
Roslagen, 8s 
Rouen, -as. 123. -12'6, 134 
Rurie, 84~5. go, 92 
Rus.8s-M 
Russ. 84. 9f. 94-
Russi, 13 



INDEX 

Siiborg.87 
St. Aethenus. 81 
St. Oement's Danes, 114 
SL Denis, 1::24" 127 
St. Gregorius. 81 
St. 'Mamas. 91 
St. Patrick, lI7 
St. Vandrille. l'24 
Saracen East, 88 
Sarkelland (Sarkland), 95 
Saucourt, 132 
Saxers, z6 
Saxony, 25. 26. 125 
Scheldt, 81. 125. I3l-.'ll 
Schleswig~ 25, 30, 61t UO 
Sea of Azov. 94 
Seeburg, '17. 87 
Seine, 45. 81. '04. '23. 125. 12;'-28. 

13'>-31. "33-35, '37. 139 
Semgallia, 95 
Semland, 30 
Seville, 80, 124, 129 
Shetland, 59. 73, 120 
Sicily, fP 
Sigfred. 53. 132-33. 13S 
Sigismund, 76 
Sigmund, 49 
SineU5, 8S 
Skallagrim. 40 
Scania, 12, 2'1, SI, 54-SS 
Skiringssa!. 29-30. 68 
SkuIe, 31 
Slavonia.. 30 
Sliesthorp. 3D 
Solomon (Duke of Brittany), 128-

30 
Solar, 56 
Somerset, ID3-<l4 
Somme, 45. 12;'-28, 132-33 
Sound, 21, :z8..:zo 
Southampton. 107 
South Dvina, 88-80 
Sl"'in, 63. 119, 124 
Staberdorp. 83 
Stamford Bridge, 112 
Stauren, 83 
Stavu.83 
Stockholm. 34. 8s 
Strait of Gibraltar. 120 
Suffolk, ,08 
Suiones, 61 
Sulcoit, TI9 
Sussex. no 
Svealand, 31, 37. 46. 14-75 
Snarl 74 

Svein (Swagen), tII 
Sverre, 59 
Svithiod (hin Mickla). 86 
Svyatoslav, 93 
Swanage. 103 
Sweyn Asleifsson. 72 
Sword-Lief. 111-18 
Sydroc:, !126 

Tiiby, 18 
Tacitus, 12. 6J 
Thames. 62, uil, 110 
Theophanes, 92 

. Therounne, III 
Thetford. no 
Thor. 79. 141 
Th.rherg Skavhogg, 69, 71 
Th.rgerd Brak, 49 
Thorgils,. 115 
Thorkel. l'IOalt 
Thor.ld, 26 
Thorolf.43 
Thorolf Kveldulfsson. 32 
Thorolf SkalIagrimsson. 27 
Thorstein. 11 
Thule.1I2. 740 96 
Tipperary. n9 
Tore the Hound, 27 
Torsiitra, 31 
Tory Island, lIS 
Tostig, n2 
ToteD, 23 
Tours. 81 • .,.6, 138 
Trier. 132 
Trondheim.20 
Truvor.8S 
Tunsberg. 30 
Turgeis. n5"16 

Ut!,13 
Ulster. US 
Uppland, 13. ,s. 3'. 75 
Upsala, II. 28. 37,440 55. 85 
Utrecht, 25-26 

Valdemar (King), 83 
Valhalla, 140 
Valkyries, 140 
Vinem. 12 
Varangians. 13-140 17, 74-75. 84-87, 

93. <fo97 
Viinnland. 20. 40. 44056 
ViistergOtland, 42. 45. 41>. 82 
Viistman1and. 45 
VendJand, 83 



r64 
Viborg.54 
Viken, 12. 21, 25·26 
Vinland, 122 
Vislly. 29. 31, 145 
Vistul .. !)8 
Vladimir, 93-94 
Vii .. 132 
Volga, 33, 48, 56, 86, 88, !14 
Volkhov,88 

Wales, 101, 105, 107-08 
Walmanni. 22 
Waterford, 1'16, J'I8, 1lI9 
Walling Street, III 

INDEX . 
Welland, 127-28 
Wessex. 102..03. 109. 112 
Westgotbs, 39. 46. SI 
Wexford,u6 
White Sea, 22, !)8 
William the Corutueror, 33, 112 
Wiltshi~ no <t 
Worehester, 33 
Wulfstau. lZ 

YaropoIk, 93 
York, 99. Ioz, IOS 

~eaIand. ra, 25. 54 



VITA 

THE author of this study was born in Miirrum, Sweden, 
June 6, 1900. He holds the degree of A.B. (1927) from 
Upsala College and of A.M. (1928) from Clark University. 
He attended the general seminar in Economics at Clark Uni
versity conducted by Professors S. J. Brandenburg, J. A. 
Maxwell and A. F. Lucas. At Columbia he attended Pro
fessor Simkhovitch's seminar in Economic History, Pro
fessor J. Russell Smith's Seminar in Economic Geography 
and the seminar in Economic Theory conducted by Pro
fessors J. M. Clark and J. W. Angell. 

He has been a member of the faculties of Upsala College, 
the University of Vermont and is now teaching at Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute. 

His previous publications are "Iceland's Industries," 
Economic Geography, July, 1931; " Agricultural Vermont" 
(in collaboration with Professor Florence M. Woodard), 
Economic Geography, January, 1932; .. Forests and Forest 
Activities in Sweden," Jouf'fUll of Geography, February, 
1933; .. Location Factor in the Choice of Free Port Sites," 
Economic GeograPhy, April 1934; and "The Origin of the 
Old Norse Sagas," Scandinavian Studies and Notes, May, 
1936 • . ',"" 

f ms 



Cl dEeM." 
&00a-04 


