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PREFACE 

WlIATEVER may be qf worth in the fo\1owing pages I here­
by dedicate to the hundreds of men and women who are 
working unselfishly to build cooperative institutions in their 
own commutlities and to those thousands of others who may 
consider the practicability of building still other and greater 
cooperative enterprises. I hope that the facts I have assembled 
here will be of some little assistance to them in understand­
ing better the nature of the movement of which they are a 
part and in making intelligent judgment as to the future 
development of cooperatives in this country. Cooperative 
members and officials have generously supplied me with almost 
any information which I desired. It is largely through their 
interest in the development of my studies and through their 
assistance that the work was made possible. 

While most of the work and a\1 of the responsibility for this 
volume has been mine, valuable contributions have been made 
by many persons with whom I have discussed its progress. 
My growing interest in cooperative enterprise was early en­
couraged by Dr. J. Russell Smith of Columbia University. 
Dr. Horace Kallen of the New School for Social Research 
made suggestions as to the best approach to the general problem 
and as to the particular cooperative groups which might be 
selected for study. Professor Frederick C. Mi11s of Columbia 
has kept in touch with the undertaking throughout, and I value 
highly both the advice and encouragement which he has given 
me. The most thoroughgoing and extensive criticisms I re­
ceived from Dr. Robert S. Lynd, also of Columbia. Dr. 
Lynd criticised large parts of the manuscript page by page on 
two different occasions, and offered particularly helpful sug­
gestions as to the point of reference from which the work 
should be presented. Among other persons who read and' 
criticised parts of the manuscript I would especia\1y like to 
mention Mr. Oscar Cooley, editor of the Cooperative Builder; 
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6 PREFACE 

Mr. Waldemar Niemela, manager of the Boston branch of the 
Eastern Cooperative Wholesale; and Mr. Werner Regli, head 
of the Accounting Bureau of the Cooperative League. Mr. 
Walter Mitchell, Jr. of Dun & Bradstreet not only read over 
parts of the manuscript but aided greatly by furnishing the 
statistical information collected by Dun & Bradstreet on the 
costs of distribution. 

In the collection of factual material I was fortunate in re­
ceiving the generous assistance of the Cooperative League of 
the U. S. A., and of the officials of many individual coopera­
tives, notably the United Cooperative Society of Maynard, 
Massachusetts, and the Central Cooperative Wholesale of 
Superior, Wisconsin. Of the numerous individuals who as­
sisted me in the field, I would like to thank in particular Miss 
Alice Hekkala of Maynard, Mr. Oscar Cooley, and Mr. Lauri 
Lemberg of the Fin:tish Daily Publishing Company of Duluth. 
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APPENDIX I 
How MAYNARD PRICES COMP<\RE WITH NErGHBORING TOWNS 

CoAL AND FuEL Orr. 

August 4-7, 1939 

IG.non 
I Ton 1 Ton Fuel Oil 

Nut Coal Buckwheat Co.1 #2 Grade 

Creilit Cash Credit Cash Credit Cash 

MapaTd (pop~7,156) 
UDited Co-op. Society $12.50 $12.00 1 Not in stock 6c Sfc 1 

~ #1 ••..••....• 12.00 11.64 $ 9.15 $ 9.46 
~ 2 ••........• 13.00 12.00 ~0.75 9.15 
" 3 ........ , •• 51' Sf' 

M aNbOfYl (Pop~15,58'1) 
Dealer #1 ........... 13.00 10.50 

« 2 ••.......•. 14.00 13.00 11.50 10.50 Sf Sf 
« 3 ........... 13.00 10.50 

Clinton (Pop~l4.l80) 
~ #1 ••.•.•...•• 13.00 10.00 5t 

" 2 ........... 14.00 13.00 11.00 10.00 5t 
« 3 ...•....... l3.OQ 10.00 

Fmmingham (Pop.-19,368) 
~ #1 •••.•.•..•• 12.50 9.75 5t 

u 2 ........... 13.50 .12.50 10.75 9.75 

" 3 ....•...... 13.50 12.50 1 10.75 9.75
' Sf 

BiI1erioa (Pop.-6,880) 
Dealer #1 ........... 1(.00 13.50 11.25 10.75 5t 
Conconf (PopA,977) 
Dealer #1 ........... 13.00 12.50 10.25 9.75 

« 2 ••••.•••••• 13.00 12.50 10.25 9.75 Sf 
N OMIJood (Pop~15,Q(9) 
Dealer #1 •••••••.••• 13.80 13.10 10.60 lo.IO Sf 

1 Payment in 10 d&ys. 

• Grade not specified. 

ExplaMti<JtI of Price Inquiry: 

This inquiry was made by mail. Letters were mailed on or 
about August 4. 1939. to twenty-three fuel dealers in the towns 
listed and the town of Hudson. from which no replies were re-
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APPENDIX I 

ceived. The towns were selected as the nearest towns to Maynard 
which were comparable in size. 

The text of the inquiry which was sent to each of these dealers 
was as follows: . -

OeM Sir: 
I expect to move to Hudson during August and I should like 

to find out what I will have to pay for coal, or what I shall pay 
for fuel oil if I take a place with an oil-burner . 
. - Would you mind quoting me your prices for coal and fuel oil, 
showing what I shall have to pay if I lay in a supply in August. 
If 'you will just write them down on the enclosed card and mail it 
to me, I shall appreciate it. very much. 

Very truly yours, 

The text of the card which was inclosed with the letter of 
inquiry is shown below: 

Anthracite eoaI-good quality 
(Would buy in 4-ton lot) 

Buckwheat ........ . 
Nut .............. . 

Price 

Discount for cash on delivery? 

Fuel oil-# 2 grade 
Discount for cash on delivery? 



APPENDIX II 

LIST OF THE COUNTIES INCLUDED WITHIN THE CENT1IAL 

CqoPERATIVE WHOLESALE ~ AS' DEFINED 

Minnesota: 

Aitkin 
Becker 
Beltrami 
Carlton 
Cass 
Qearwater 
Cook 
Crow Wing 
Hubbard 

Wisconsin: 

Ashland 
Bayfield 
Burnett 
Barron 
Douglas 

Michigan: 

Alger 
Baraga 
Chippewa 
Delta 
Dickinson 

ON PAGE ISO, FOOTNOTE 2 

Isanti 
Itasca 
Kanabec 
Koochiching 
Lake 
Lake of the Woods 
Mahnomen 
Marshall 
Mille Lacs 

Florence 
Forest 
Iron 
Marinette 
Oneida 
Polk 

Gogebic 
Houghton 
Iron 
Keweenaw 
Luce 

Nonpan 
Otter Tail 
Pennington 
Pine 
Polk 

.• RedLake 
Roseau 
St. Louis 
Wadena 

Price 
Rush 
Sawyer 
Vilas 
Washburn 

Mackinac 
Marquette 
Menominee 
Ontonagon 
Schoolcraft 
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.;: 

Potato .. , 101ba. 
Miuneaola ................... 
Other ....................... 

Bananu, lb ..................... 
Orangee, me 216 

Dosen n ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Cabbage,lb ..................... 
Porterhoute steak, per lb .......• 

Sirlouuteak, lb ................. 
Round steak, lb ................. 
Bread, white, Ii-lb. loa! •........ 

Butter,lb ....................... 
Varioua kindt ................ 

Coftee. paper bag 
Cheapest .................... 
Beat ........................ 

Cofte •• vaeuumpaek ............ 

APPENDIX III 
TABLE A 

(Meato""d Groceriea, 6, 1936) 

National' Community" 
Te.Co. Market 

'.39 UII 
.45 

,3/.23 4/.29 

.311 

.09 
.2Il &-.32 .23 

.22 .30 .23 

.22&.30 .23 
.11 .10 

.30 Arrowhead 

.40 Cloquet .311 Own Brand 

.18 .18 

.21 .25 

.29 Aroo .29 Arco 

Co-op. 
Store #1 & Co. 

1.30 ..34 
.46 .45 

3/.20' .09 

.33 .311 

.06 .06 
.2Il Nomeato 

.16, .18,.25 Nomeat8 

.16, .18,.2Il Nomoato 
.14 .14 

.37 Arrowhaad 

.30 Mabtowa #1 .30 Cloquet 

.25 :rr 
.26 .30 

.30 Co-op . .33 Table King 



TABLE A-(Contin1l8d) 

National' Community' Co-op. 
Tea Co. Market 8tore #1 

Flour. 49-lb. sack 
1.79 1.95 Cheapest .................... 1.69 

.. Gold Medal" .............. 2.25 2.05 (2.10 Co-op. Best) 

8ugar. la-lb. sack ............ : .. .49 beet .63 cane .49 beet 
Baking Powder, 

.. Calwnet" 1 lb. . ........... .23 .25 .25 

Shredded Whe.t ................ .13 .1' .12 
Rolled Oats. 48-01. 

Vanous kindz ............... .15 Ft. Dearborn .21. .20 Co-op. Rod . 
Soup, Campbell's ............... 3/.29. .10 .10 
Tomato .. , #2 can 

Cheape.t .................... 3/.29 .11 .10 
Best ........................ 3/.25 .11 .13 

Laundry Soap 
UP&; 0' medium .......... .03 10/.30 
Giant ... e ................... 5/.19 

Toilet Soap .................... .05Cp-op.' 
(f Palmolive" ................ 4/.19 .D6 .D6 

Eggs, Minnesota #1 ............ (.29 #B-I) .31 .29 

'On. of • large ehain operating in .. veral states-centrally located on main ef.re.t-<laah and carry. 
• Branch of a large grocery busin ... in Duluth-also <lOntraUy Iooated-cash with limited delivery. 
• Large, independent grocery store, Finnish·owned-n ..... nd of main st..elr-credit and delivery. 
• Soap manufactured under "CO-OP" label to duplicate "Palmolive ". 

NOTI: Co·op. store off main street-oredit and delivery. 

Kolseth l 

& Co. 

2.10 
2.30 

.60 can • 

.25 

.14 

.21 Fairway 

.23 Quaker 

.10 

.10 

.13 

6/.25 

.D6 
(.32 Medium) 

i>-.. .. 
t-I 
Z 
t:I ... 
>I 
~ 
~ ... 

... 
~ 

U1 



TABLE B 

"" PBI"" COM.ABISON OP CooI>IIBATlVII WITH PmvA ... aro ..... SupBBlon. WISCONSIN 
~ 

0\ 

(Meato and Gr"""rie •• Aug. 29. 1936) 

National ~thBt. Co-op. 
TeRCo. M~rket Cronstrom'8 Store #1 Berthiaume's 

Potato ... 10 lha .• new. good4i .. d • 1.39 1.35 1.39 1.36 1.37 

Banan ... 3 lha. (RTeen) 
Ripe : ........................ .19 .19 (email) 4 lor .18 .19 .19 

Orang ... dOl .• (med.-eized) ....... .29 .32 .33 .32 .36 > .. 
Cabbage. per lb .................. .08 .()4 .06 .07 UP .. 

I'l 
Porterhouse .teak. per lb ........• .30 .28' .36 .30 .IiO' :oj 

t:I 
Sirloin steak. per lb .............. .28 2 .28' .28 .28 .as' ~ 

:.< 
Round steak. per lb .............. .28' .28' .28 .28 .33' M 

M ... 
Bread. white. 2 lor 2 for 

Ii-lb. loaf .................... .11 .10 .12 .25 .25 

Butter. I lb .... Cloverbloom" ...• .38 
II Sunrise" .......... .40 .a9 .a9 .3U Jl7 

ColI ••• paper bag. cheapest •••.•.• .17 .15 .25 .19 .29 
best ........... .21 .24 .25 .25 .29 

Vacuum packed" Area" ........• JlO .29 .29 .29 .29 

Flour, 411-1b. sack 
Cbeapest ..................... 1.69 1.Il3 1.69 

II Co-op." 
1.85 Blue 1.95 

.. Gold Medal" ............... 2.25 1.95 2.13 2.10 Red 2.25 



TABLE B-(Oontinued) 

National 7th St. Co-op. 
To.Co. Market Cronstrom'e Store #1 Berthiaume'. 

Sugar, 1(}'lb. sack, beet ...•.•..•• .Ii5 .53 .57 .53 

Baking Powder. ft KC." 25 01 ...•• .24 .23 .23 .25 
II Calumet." I .. lb .. .23 .22 .23 .25 .22 

Crisco, I-lb. ean ................. .23 .21 .23 .23 
3-lb. eon ................. .63 .53 .59 .63 .57 

Junket Tablets, 2 for > fl Junket Folke" .............. .14 .15 .25 .. 
Shredded Wheat, 2 for.25 2 for 

.. 
t'l 

Package ...................... .13 or .14 .25 .15 .15 l!i 

Rolled Oats, 48 01., Ft. .18 Banner Co-oP. 
t:' .... 

Vaxying quality ............... .15 De.rborn .22 Quaker .21 Fairway .20 Red .22 M 

Heinz Soups, 2 lor 2/.27 
.... 

3 lor .... 
Large.,"", .................... .27 .14 .15 or .15 .43 

.... 

Tomatoes, #2 ean, cheapest ••.... 3/.29 3/.23 2/.19 3/.25 
best .......... 2/.25 .15 .15 .15 

Laundry Soap, C. W. Giant P&GGiant P&GGiant CO-OP. L.r~e P&GGiant 
Varying .... , etc .............. 5/.17 5/.18 10/.37 6/.25 6/.28 

Toilet Soap, 3/.17 
Mostly Palmolive ............ 4/.19 3/.16 .05 .05 Co-op . 3/.17 

1 Manager oaid .os, marked in window .07. 
• Also offered a lower grad. at a much lower price. .... .... 
• Said by manager to be cut from" top steers ". much better quality. ." 
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Description of stores 

Store #1- National Tea Co. chain store •. a good-sized store in 
a good location on the main street. Outside appearance fair. inside 
the display was good, but there was an atmosphere of crowding, 
and things were a little dirty and disorderly. Manager in his thirties 
-not much personality. Store does cash and carry business. 

Store #2.-7th St. Market, cheap. competitive type of inde­
pendent, on main street near poorer residential section. Outside 
appearance fair. A good-sized store inside, crowded with both 
customers and clerks, dirty and disorderly, and noisy. Gives de­
livery service and manager said he had several hundred charge 
accounts. 

Store #3 - Gronstrom's, 11 cash independent on main street 
through residential section, about four blocks from main business 
street. A medium-sized store. Outside appearance very good­
mndern front with black vitrolite glass. Inside also modern and 
pleasing, but somewhat disorderly. Store gives limited delivery 
service, charging sc on order of less than $3. Has own bakery and 
ire cream plant. 

Store #4-: The Cooperative Store, a good-sized store on main 
residential street around corner from better end of. main business 
street. Outside appearance' fair -store-front old-fashioned and 
show windows not particularly attractive. Inside arrangement of 
goods satisfactory, but lighting was poor, fixtures cheap, and 
white tile Hoor looked dirty. On the walls near the ceiling were 
large signs bearing statements ,.bouli cooperative advantages, and 
cooperative principles. Store gives full delivery service, and credit 
to about }1 its customers (in spite of sign proclaiming cash busi­
ness under cooperation). 

Store # S-Berthiaume'5--il very large independent store in 
an excellent location on the main street. Outside appeannce very 
good, inside the same. Gives credit and delivery service, featores 
good quality merchandise, large selection, and good service. Has 
own bakery. Co-managers affable, good-looking, and polite. 
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TABLEC 

SmuuBT lIP Pmao JNQmBT BY CoIDll'mB ov l'IIIPu;'s ~ 
Socmrr, Su....ro.. WISCONSIN (SU>u ..... 1934) 

Store 

National Tea cO. 

SumofPri .... 
for 80 lteJDs 

(chain store) ...•.••.•..••.••••... $10.07 
7th St. Market 

(" competitive independent") ..... 14.68 

Berthiaume's 
(" quality independent") .•.•..... 111.13 

Lindbergh-Thompson 
(" intermediate independent") ..•. 16.38 

The Cooperative Store •....••.....•.. _ 15.13 

Explaoottwy fUJles 

Relationship to 
Cooperative Prices 

". . . In making inquiries, the women on the committee were 
each given a list of from 10 to IS items and were asked in the case 
of some items to make outright purchases. The comparison was 
conducted on a Wednesday, when the stores visited all featured 
so-called' Midweek specials ' ••.• 

.. In rnakjng the price comparison, ";e did not deem it necessary 
to include a S<H:a11ed voluntary cllain store, since we have DO 

examples in thi city of a real active IGA or Red and White set-up . 

.. In making the comparison. Co-op goods were used in all in­
stances where such existed. There were on hand in the People's 
Co-op. several items priced lower than Co-op merchandise. In 
no case were these taken into consideration in preparing the 
comparison:' 



320 APPENDIX III 

TABLED 

l'mcI: CoKPAlWIOH 01' CooPEaATmI Wl'l'H PBIv_ s.o.u.s, ELY, MINH ...... " 

(Meats and Groceries, Sept. 10, 1936) 

Gershgol'. Cooperative Rikhus 

Potatoes, 101b&, Utah .,. 1.40 '.40 U2or.43 

Bananas. 31bs .••.•••••••• .20 .22 .25 

Porterhouse steak, lb.' ••• .30 .35 .50 
Sirloin steak, lb.' ........ .30 .30 .35 
Round steak, lb.' .•.•.... .30 .30 .30 

Bread. white, Ii lb .•••.•.. .l5 .13 .15 

Butter, lb., Cloverbioom .. ZI .38 ("Land o'Lakes") .40 
Z1 ("Co-op.") 

Coffee, Ib, vacuum pckd .. .31 (" Aroo") .33 ("Co-op.") .22 ("Areo") 

Flour, 4&-1b. sack 
"Dakota Maid" ....... 2.23 2.35 2.35 

Sugar, 10 Ibs. heet ....... E1 .&l .60 

Crisco, I-lb. eon •••••••••• .22 .25 .25 
3-1b. can •.•.••••.• .58 .72 .70 

Rolled Gets. 43 DO. • •••••• .19 .23 (UCo--op!') .25 ("Quaker") 

2/.25 (Kellogg) 
.15&: 

Corn lIakes, 13 DO ••••••••• 2/.23 (Kellogg) 2/.25 (Kellogg) 

Soup, Ca.mpbell's 
Vegetsble ............. 3/.29 .10 .II 

Laundry soap. 
Fels-N aptha ••.•.•••.• 10/.49 .06 .M &: 10/.55 

Toilet soap, Palmolive .. , 4/.23 .06 3/.20 

'The butcher at the cooperative slBted thet he bought Swift Premium beef, wholE 
sides, at 160 a lb. plus ic freight, and O&id he did not helieve the Gershgol'. market 
handled .. high • quality meat. In eonveraation with the bulCher at Gershgol'. the 
writer learned that they paid 110 • lb. for their beef •. 
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Description of Stores 

Gershgol's Economy Market was the closest approach to a chain 
store in town and the only cash and carry grocery store. It was a 
branch of a Duluth company, and had been opened only recently. 
It was a good-sized store in a good, location on the main street. 
It was orderly, clean and well-arranged. 

The cooperative store was on a corner a block away from the 
main shopping street, but still in the husiness section. The premises 
were of moderate size, considering that they carried items besides 
groceries, such as automobile accessories, some clothing, and a 
little hardware. The store was attractive from outside, but not 
particularly clean or orderly inside. It had charge accounts and 
gave delivery service. 

Rikhus' store was a large one-the largest in town--<>n a de­
sirable corner location in tbe middle of the main street. It was 
a very attractive and well-arranged store, and gave full credit 
and delivery service. 
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SOURCES OF STATISTICS 

Cooperatives 

Statistics for individual cooperative societies studied were drawn 
from annual or semi-annual financial statements. For Maynard see 
especially United Cooperative Society, .. 58th Report and Balance 
Sheet for the Half-Year Ending December 31, 1935 ", whicbcon­
!ains a compilation of statistics for previous yearS. The more 
general sources are as follows: 

Central Cooperative Wholesale, Ye", Book", 1935, 1936. 1937, 19J8, 19J9-
Superior, Wisconsin. 

CooJtlralivl Lea9U1! YEar' Books, 1930,1932,1936. 19J9. Minneapolis: North­
ern States Cooperative League. 

Northern SlaiU Coop""",,, Leag ... Ye", Books. 1925, 19"6, 1927, 1928-
Minneapo1is. 

Other 

United States Census, Popu!ano,., '930. Washington: Government Printing 
Office. 

Census of Business, Retail Di.rIribulionJ I935, vols. I, II. Washington: Gov­
ernment Printing Office. 

Census of Business, Wholesale Distributio,., '935, vol. I. Washington: Gov­
ernment Printing Office. 

Dun & Bradstreet, Inc., 1937 R<lail Suro'Y. New York. 
--, I937 Wholesall SUrvt'3', Report No. I, "Wholesale Grocers ", New 

York: 19J7. Pp. JO. 
The Progressive Grocer, OperQ/;ng Expms .. of 110 Selected Food S/oru. 

New Yark: Butterick Publishing Co., 19J5. pp. 45. 
Schmalz, earl N. E .. pms.s and P,.jils of Foods Chains i .. 19340 Boston: 

Harvard. Universityt Graduate School of Business Administration, Bureau 
of Business Research, Bulletin No. 99, 1936. 

Twentieth Century Fund, Does Dirlri~.ti ... Cost Too Muchf New York, 1939-

Special tabulations were secured from the Census on Maynard, namely: 
.. Foreign-born White by Conntry of Birth, and Native White of Foreign 
or Mixed Parentage, by Conntry of Birth of Parents, J9Jo"; and «Retail 
Sal_Food Group and Filling Station., 1935: Stores, Sal ... Aetive Proprie­
tors and Firm Members, Employees (full-time and part-time), Payroll." 

322 



APPENDIX V 

SELECTEIl REFElIENCES 

AIanoe, V. S. F-d_au of COIU1ItIIW Coopnati ..... Minneapolis: North­
ern States Cooperative League. '935 (revised edition. pp .• 02. $0.25). 

AtmaIs of the American Acadomy of Political aDd Social Science. C_s' 
Coopnati<m. PhiJadelphia: May, '937. Pp. xvi + 292- $ ... 0>. 

Baku, Jacob. Cao~ E., ... ;riu. New Yori:: Vanguard Pr=;, '937. 
Pp. 2C6. $z.oo. • 

Burley, Orin E. TM C_trs' Caot<rtJtiw as a Distri/nUive Agntcy. New 
Yori:: McGf1lw-HiD, '939- Pp. iv + 338. $3.00. 

California State Relief Administnotion. Haadbaoll of C_s' Cao~.s 
ia Colifontia. San Fraocisco: September, '935- M"uueographed. Pp. '79-

Carr-Sa1lDlier.;, A. M.; Florence, P. Sargent; Peers, Robert; aDd othe<s. 
C........",s' Coo~ iaGr_ Britaia. New Yori:: Harper 6: Brothen, 
.9J&. Pp. SS6- koo. 

Childs, Marquis W. Swd ... : Tioe Middl. Way. New Haven: Yale University 
Press (revised edition. .9;38). $2.;0. 

Centr.ll Cooperati.e Wholesale. _h Y ..... Superior, WtsCOOSin: '937. Pp. J2. 
COIIgn.uimttJ/ R«onI.. • Cooperatives in Minnesota,. speech of HOIL Ernest 

Laodeea in the Honse of Representatives, May 6, .936. Washington: 
...t 80, no. 116, PI'- __ 

Cowling, Ellis. Co-<>Po!.utiws ia America. New Yori:: Coward-McCann, 
Inc., .9J&. Pp. rrii + 206. $ •. 00. 

Daniels, Joim. C""~: A. A......u.- Way. New Yori:: Co.ici-Friede. 
.9J&. Pp. ,,+ J99. $ • .;0. 

Failor, CIareKe W. Careers ia C ............ Coot<rtJti-. Orlcigo: Science Re­
search Associates, '939- Pp. 48. $0.2> 

Fowler, Bernam B. C_ Coopnati .. ito America. New Yori:: Van­
guard Pr=;, .936. Pp. viii + 30> $z.oo. 

Gide. Charles. C........"..s' Co-ot<rtJtiw Soriffl ... (Trans.) M.ncbester: 
Co.operative Union, '92'. $ •. ;0. 

Hall, F. aDd Watkins, W. P. Co-<>t<rtJtioro.. Mancbester: Co-operative Union, 
'935- Pp. 408. $3.00. 

JoImsoo, Julia E., Garland, J. V., and Phillips. CharI .. F., CmuM ...... s' 
Coot<rtJtiws, a debate handbook New Yori:: H. W. WJ!soo Company, 
'937· Pp. 2g6. $0.90-
~ Hor.u::e M. Tir. D«IiM aad Rin of ,A. C ............... New Yori:: 

D. AppI<too-Centmy Company, .936. Pp. 4B4. $2.7> 
Kmpp, Joseph G. and Lister, Joim H. Coot<rtJtiw PrwclJasirtg of F_ 

s.,;Iin. Washington: Farm Credit Administration, '935- Pp. !)2. 

Uidler, Harty and· Campbell. Wallace. C_s' Coopnatioa. New Yori:: 
l.eague for IndustriaJ Democncy, '937. Pp. 6.t- $0.'> 

Odhe. Thontm.Fiwl_.A Notio.ofCoo;.m.ton. (Tans. nowme).Loodoo: 
Williams aDd Norpte. 193'. Pp. '51. $'.00. 
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Oerne, Ami.rs. Coopuative Ideals GIld P,obl"",. (Trans. Downie). Man­
chester: Co-operative Union, 1937. $0.75-

Parker. Florence. C01UVm"~ CooperatUm. in the United Stotes, 1936. Wash­
ington: Government Printing Oftice. pp. viii + 21>7. $0.25-

Report of Ih. Inquiry 0" Coopmllive E"'"pri.re in Europe. Washington: 
Government Printing Office, '937. Pp. 321. $o.6s. 

Russell, George W. (AE). The Notional BeiJf{l. New York: Maanillan 
Company, 19JO. Pp. J7(i $1.75-

Schmalz, Carl N. OperaliJf{l Rendl. of C_ C.-operati'Ue. i" the 
United Slales in '937. Boston: Harvard University, Graduate School of 
Business Administration, Bureau of Business Research, Bulletin No. 
loS, 1939. Pp. v+ 37. $,.00. 

Twentieth Centwy Fund. Does Din"...,.." Con To. Much( New York: 
1939. Pp. xvii + 403. $J.SO-

Warbasse, James P. Cooperative Democracy. New York: Harper & Broth­
ers, 1936. pp. :z8s. $2.50-

Warne, Colston E. Til, CotISUftfn". Cooperative MO'IJnnenI in Illinois. 
Chicago: University of Chicago Press, '\1>3. pp. xiv + 420-

Webb, Beatrice. The Discovery of the C_. New York: Cooperative 
Loague of U. S. A. Pp. J2. $0..0-

Webb, Sidney and Beatrice. The C_r Co-operative Mwemnsl. Lan­
don: Longmans, 1\1>1. $2.00. 

Also the files of Co...,omnr Cooperation, published by the Cooperative 
League of U. S. A., and of the Co-op.,.alive Bvilder, published in Superior, 
Wisconsin, by the Co-operativ. Publishing Association ; Year Books of the 
Cooperative Loague, NO<thern States Cooperative League, and Central 
Cooperative Wholesale. 
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A " P Company, 86, 119, 250n 
Accounting, Maynard, 91n, 109, 114 

Lake Superior region, 111, 176-
117, 184, 257-258 

Advertising, 17-20, 100-134, 181, 226-
m, 238, 241,253-254, 278 

Aitkin County, Minn. 259 
Alger County, Mich., 151 
Alanne, V. S., 205, 283 
Amasa, Mich. 216 
American Woolen Co., 36-42 
Arrowhead District Feder&tion, 286 
Assabet Mills (see American Woolen 

Co.) 
Auditing (eee Accounting; Central 

Cooperative Wholesale) 
Automobile sales. 218, 230, 234, 308 

Bakery, C.C.W., 175, 245, 257 
Bakery, Unitad CooperativeSociety, 

92,96,133 
Banking, coopera.tive, 189, 222 

(see also Credit Union) 
Baraga County, Mich., 151 
Biwabik, Minn. lOOn 
Board of directors, Maynard, 49, 

114-116 
Lake Superior region, 206, 265-256 

Boarding house. cooperative, 16611, 
167 

Boycotts bY private bueiness, 180-
181 

Branch stores, 152, 267 
United Cooperative Society J 54, 

64-65, 89-90, 96-97, 103 
Branch warehouse, C.C. W., 220-221, 

245 
Brantwood, Wis, 165u, 168 
Brookwood Labor College, 82, 135 
Brule, Wis., 281 
Building materials, cooperative, 218 
Burial service. cooperative, 219 
Buying cluba, 172 
Buyin~ policies, 106-103, 235-236, 

252-258 

Calumet, Mich. 169, 172 
C-A-P Cooperative Oil Association, 

259 • 
Capital of coope1'&tives (see Finane­

ieg; Shares of stock in coopera­
tives) 

Carlton County, Minn., 151, 100-101, 
259 

CarT-Saunders, Florence and Peers, 
251 . 

Central Cooperative Wholesale, affi­
lia.ted cooperatives, 246 

auditing department, 176-117, 184, 
257-258 

buyieg policies, 180-1SI, 252-258 
capital, 175, 182, 219, 245-246 
description. 153-
directioll, 256-268 
educational department, 176, 183-

185, 198, 201, 221, 247, 259, 279, 
284.286 

establishnoent, 174 
expenses and net earnings, 219, 

247-250 
influence on local cooperatives, 

179, 257-259 
membership meetings, 267-268 
operating ratios, 219, 244-250 
physical facilities, 220 
productive departments, 257 
rebates, 175, 219 
relations with U Americans". 198. 

204, 221, 268-269 
sales by years, 210 

Chain stores, expenses, 101-103, 224, 
235-228, 231, 200-26l1 

expenses in wholesaJing, 250-251 
in Cloquet, 234n. 235 
in Maynard, 117-119, 124-125 
in Superior, 240 
present trends, 307 
profits, 98 
sales per employee, 111 
wages and working conditions, 117-

119, 125 
Chains, voluntary, 249 
Chatham, Mich., 216 
Clifford, Wis, lOOn, 167, 173 
Cloquet, Minn .. 

board of directors, 265 
burial association, 219 
capital of cooperative, 173. 188 
coopemtive during 1920's. 181 
cooperative in depression, 216 
district federation, 200 
education, 197 
efficiency of cooperative~ 229-237 
language difficulties. 197, 268 
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organization of cooperativeJ 166n, 
161>-169 

rebates, 173, 188, 215, 234 
size of cooperative, 151-152 
union, 274-275 

Clothing department, C.C.W., 214, 
245 

Coal, Cloquet} 230, 232 
Coal department, United Coop ....... 

tive Society 
price8~ 85. 93 
expenses of operation and net 

earnings, 96, lOS 
inaugurated, 63 

Coffee r<>IIBLing, C. C. vi, 220, 245, 
257 

Communists, in Maynard, 46, 57...;s, 
'19-81 

in Lake Superior region, 200-208, 
2f!l 

Communist. cooperatives, origin,207. 
208 

failures, 211, 217 
(see also Workers' and F&rmera' 

Cooperative Unity Allianoe) 
Consumer, position in American 

busiD..." 15-20 
Consumers' cooperation~ advantages 

. claimed, 15. 20-21 
cases selected for study, 27. 30 
development in United States, 22-

24 
difference from producers' coopera­

tion, 14 
in ciliee in United States, 26-27 
prineiplesJ 13-15 

COlI8Umer'. Guide, The, 81-88 
Control of cooperatives (see Board 

of directors; Membership partici­
pation) 

Cooperative Builder, The, 147, 2'12, 
28Z 

(se. alae CoopeTGtive P1/1"Omid 
Builder) 

Cooperative Central Exeh&nge (see 
Central Cooperative Wholeeale) 

Cooperative clubs, 280-281~ 286 
. Cooperative enterprise, defined, 13 

Cooperative League of U. S. A., Ae-
counting Bureau, 91n, 109 

and United Cooperative Society, 
81 

and C.C.W .. 202, 296 
. member cooperatives. Z1 
Cooperative Publishing Association, 

2'/9, 281-28Z 
CooperativB Pyromid Builder, The, 

184, 198, 207 

Cooperative Workers'lUDion, 273-274 
Cooperative Youth League, m. 281 
Credit. extension of. by C.C.W. 246, 

248 
by United Cooperative Society,1I6, 

80,89 
in Cloquet. 236 
in Ely, 241 . 
in Lake Superior region, 168, 171, 

187.213 
in Superior, 239 

Credit union~ 189, 309 
Crystal Falls, Mich. 216 

Delivery service, 89, 102',236,238,241 
Depression, effect on cooperatives. 

87, 118. 209-214 
Direction ("'. Board of directors) 
District federatioDB, 153. 217-219. 259-

260.260 
Distributioll, cost of in American 

busiDe .... 18 
costs of cooperative and private 

compared, 260-263 
costs of coopera-tivea--conciusions, 

291.$3 
wastes in. 18-20 

Dry goods. cooperative. 230, 232 
Duluth. Minn .. cooperative store. 191 
Duluth-Superior. description. 153 
Dun « Bradstreet, Inc., 96 et aequi, 

212, 223 et sequi, 231 et sequi 
Earnings, net, compared with pri­

vate merchants. United Cooper.. 
ativ. Society. 96-98 

C.C.W. cooperatives. ~225 
Eastem Cooperative League, 75, 81, 

116, 1320. 135, 137 
Eastern Cooperative Wholesale. 81, 

l07n, 132n. 144 
Eben, Mich. 217 
Educational work, among (C Amer-­

ieans II in Lake Superior region, 
197-198 

expense. 124.247,278 
in C.C. W. cooperatives, 183. 278-

286 
in Maynard. 74-75. 134-137 
in Rock. 190 

Ely. Minn .• 237. 240-242 
Embarrass, Minn .• 11160, 187-168 
England, ooopemtiVe8 in, 13, 22. 251, 

262-2M 
English Cooperative Wholesale Soci­

ety, 251 
European cooperatives, 22 
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&pense. of operation, C.C.W. com­
pared with private wholesales. 
247-251 

C.C.W. stores compared with pri­
vate sto ...... 224-2211 

C.C.W. stores in 1929, 187 
in 1932, 209 
in 1936, 215 
rural VB. urban. 227-22\1 

of Cloquet oooperstive, 230-233 
of Ely cooperative, 241 
of Superior cooperative, 238 

&pense. of operation, United C0-
operative Society compared with 
private merchants, 116, 101-106 

reasons for low expenses, 108-113 
Exploitation by retail merchante, 48, 

51, 167-168 

Failor, Clarence W., 272, 275 
Failures of cooperatives. 119. 20:8, 

211, 216. 238 . 
U Fa.ir 'Ttade Acts JJ. 307 
Farmer-Cooperative-Labor Council 

nf Minnesota. 2!16 
Farm supplies, United Cooperative 

Society I 64. '10, 94 
expenses of opera.tion and net 

earnings, 96. 105 
Farm supply cooperatives, 24-26 
Farmers' Union Central Exchange, 

155 
Federal Trade Commission, 249 
Feed deportment, Cloquet. 230-232 
Feed mills, C. C. W .• 220. 245. 257 
Finnncing. C. C. W., 182. 219. 245-

246 
C. C. W. cooperatives, 171-173.212-

213.223 
United Cooperative Society, 53, 62, 

65-66.68.83 
Finland cooperatives. 52. 169 
Finnish Coope:rative Weeklv. The, 

147. 207. 272, 282 
Finnish Workers' Federation. 163, 

200 
Finn ••• lannishn .... 123. 195-198 

cultural activities, 138--139 
description, in Lake Superior re­

gion. 161-164 
in Maynard. 44-46 

aoeial organizations, 163-164 
younger generatio~ 46, 73, 77. 82-

83. 279. 281. 288 
First National Cooperative Associa­

tion. founded. 55 
subsequent fortuD.es, 81 

First National Stores Company, 86 

Fonsell, Otto. 75 
Ford. Professor James, 50, 52-0( 
Fowler, Bertram. 137 
Franklin Cooperative Creamery As­

socia:tiOD.. 205 
Fuel oil and ice, Unfted Cooperative 

Society t 64, 85. 94: 
expenses of operation and net 

earnings, 96, 105 

Garage, cooperative, 218. 230, 234 
Gasoline and oil. C. C. W. 200, 230. 

245.308 
Gasoline station. United Cooperative 

Society, buying economies. 106 
establishmeot, 64 
expenses of operation and net 

earnings, 96. 106 
sales per employee, 111 

Gheeo. Minn. 191 
GiJhert. Minn, 191 
Gladstone. Mich., 216 
Grange movement, 166 

Halonon, George, 201, 205-206 
Haooock, Mich .• 169. 172, 174. 177 
Hardware. C. C. W .• 214 
Cloque~230,232.234 
expenses of operation, 230, 232. 308 
Maynard. 64 

Harvard Bu.m... School, 63, 101. 
231.250 

Hayes. A .• J .• 279n 
Haynes, Everett. 74 
Hermao. Mich., 216 
Hours of work. 

Cloquet, 232 
C. C. W. cooperatives, 270-271 
Maynard. 118-119 

Insurance, cooperative, Cloquet, 188 
Range federation, 218 

International Cooperative Alliance, 
21 

International Cooperative Associa-
tion. 59 

Iron River. Wis .• 174 
Ironwood. Mich .• 217 
Ishpeming. Mich., 216 
I.W.W., 172, 200 

Jacobson, George, 195-197 

Kaleva Coopel'8.tive Association. be­
came United Cooperative Soci­
ety.56 

by-laws, 64 
description in 1913, 53-64 
founding, 51-62 
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Knife Falls Cooperative Association, 
188 

Knight. William H, 36 
Label, cooperative, 13211, 181, 201, 

220. 249. 25Z-25S 

Lake Superior region, cooperatives 
in. 147-155 

defined. 150. 313 
economic conditions, 158. 177 l~ 

200.209 ' 
rs.rming in. 159-161 
Finns in. 161-163 
physical resourees. 156-158 
population. 159-159 
prospects for cooperative growth 

in, 187-188 
reasons for organization of c0-

operatives, 167-170 
summflry of description, 164-165 

Language barriers. 46,73-76,123. 163, 
170,·163, 195-199, 209n. 268-269, 288 

Lent, Donald. 74 
Long, Cedric, 56 

Main Btore, United Cooperative S0-
ciety> e~ of operatio~ 96* 

. 101-103 
net earnings, !J6.9'1 
sal .. per employee, ll()"Ul 

Machinery, rana-cooperative, 218, 
308 ' 

Mahtowa, Minn, 215 
Management, C. C. W, 265-276 

C. C. W. eooperativeo, 184-165, 
265-276 

conclusions, 293-294 
unaffiIlsted cooperatives, 192 
United Cooperative Society, 108-

113. 114-116 
Manufaelorers' selling expense, 25Z-

253,264 
Maple. Wis .. 260 
Marketing by cooperative federa­

tion., 175, 163, 217 
Marketing by cooperative sto~ 

168, 189-190, 211 
Marketing cooperatives. 155, 245 
Mark-up by eoope .... tiv... 99, 224-

236 
Marquette District Federation. 290 
Marxism. 283 
M .... , Mieb .• 169. 177. 191. 217 
Maynard, Amory. 36 
Maynard. Mass., economic condi­

tions. 39-43 
extent of cooperative!, 33-35, 59 

ractora affecting cooperatives, sum-
mary. 46-47 

Finns in Maynard, 44-46 
history. 36-39 
location, 33 
population. 38, 43-44 

Meat departmentt ooopera.tive9 Clo­
quet. 23()..231, 236 

Maynard. 88 
Medical service, cooperative~ 309 
Memberohip meetings, 73-76. 115. 

192. 207, 267-269 
Membership of cooperative.. Lake 

Superior region, description. 154-
155 

Memberohip participation. conclu­
BlODS, 294-296, 297-298 

in Lake Superior region. 192. 266-
269 

in Maynard, 77-78, 90-91. 112, 115 
Menahga, Minn .• 166n 
Mesaba Range Cooperative Cream­

ery, 163. 217n 
Mesabi Range Cooperative Federa­

tion, 182 
Midland Cooperative Wholesale 155 

221n. 285n • , 
Milk department, United Coopera­

tive Society, expenses of opera ... 
tion and net earnings. 96. 104 

founded, 54 
pasteurization plant, 63 
quality. 88, 93. 107. 133 
aavings, 56, 93, 96 

Nashwauk. Minn, 166n. 1&1 
National Coopemtives, Inc .. 220 
National Reeovery Administration. 

39,71, 118 
New England. cooperatives, 53. 51-

58.81 
Niemela, Waldem ..... 55, 57. 67. 70,81, 

92,113 
North Dakota, 221 
Northern States Cooperative League, 

183. 192. 204, 205, 208 
Northland Cooperative Burial kEo-
ciati~ 219 

Nurmi. H. V.276 
Oil associa.tiOIl9, cooperative. 155,221 
Oil department, C. C. W .• 220 
Ontonagon County. Mich.. 151 
Operating ratios, C. C. W., 246-248 

C. C. W. cooperative .. 221-228 
Cloquet. 236-234 
United Cooperative Society, 95-97 

Organizing methods, 283-236 
Orr, Minn .• 191 
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Park associations, coop&ative, 281 
Patronage rebates, 

amount of. C. C. W., 24& 
C. C. W. ooop&atives, 187, Z43 
Cloquet, 234 
Ely, 242 
Maynard, 50, 54, 58, 67 
Rock. 190 
Superior, 240 

effect. on competition, 128-129~ m 
policies on payment, 71, 111. 173, 

187, 218, 24&, 266 
Personnel. C. C. W. 271-274 

C. C. W. coop&atives, 269-276 
United Coop&ative Society, 115-

121 
Pine County, Minn., 259 
Political orientation of Finnish c0-

operatives. 19!>-208 
Price-fixing laws, 3f11 
Prices, coopemtive vs. private, in 

Maynard. 56, 84-87, 93 
in Cloquet. 234-36 
in Ely, 242 
in Lake Superior region, 242. Z43 
in Superior, 239-240 

Prices. effect of cooperative compe­
tition. 92-94. 234. 236 

Prices paid to producers, 107. 252-
254 

Producers' cooperatives. 155, 221.286 
diHerenoe between collSUlJlel'S' c0-

operatives and, 14-
Production by consumers' coopera­

tives, 244, 257 
Profits of private merchants. com­

pared with cooperative savings,98-
99. 223-226. 291-292 

Profits. treatment by consumers' co­
operatiou, 15 

Progrem"" G_. The. 101-102. 281 
Promotion-cooperative employees, 

120. 271-273 
Proportion of all trade done by c0-

operatives, 34, 150-151. 153. 229, 
288.241 

Prospects for cooperatives in Lake 
Superior region. 287-288 

Publications, cooperative, 281-.282 

Quality. C. C. W .• 255-2$ 
Cloquet. 235 
Ely. 242 
Lake Superior !'eJrlou. 244 
Maynard. 87~ 107. 167 
Superior. 239 

Quality. problem raised by American 
busin .... 17-18 

Range Cooperative Federation. 21S. 
219, 2SO • 

Ray. Minn. 191 
Red and White Stores Company, SO, 

107. 132 
Regional oil .... ciations, 122. 182, 

217-218, 245. 289 
Restaurant. United Coop&ative Suci­

ety, S5-S6. 64 
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